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Norway took piflef'. only dm:ing the ~umlUt'r. hut the Gt' rmunll early 
tried to establi;;h themselve!l permallently in tlllr chief eOlllmereial 
to ..... n , Bergen. by being allowed t~ l winter there. The NHrWt':.,>iUJ1S 

for a long time st,rOVt~ to pn~VI'Ilt t,ilis . nIH] f>V;>11 as lat~! as about 
the yea.rWOO. the numher of Germans willtl'riflg" thel'I' lioes not 
seem to Imvc bet.'u ,-cry htr~-re . Dnr;ng t lw lath'!" half of th e 14th 
(·entury. Ilowtwt'r, lInd st·iII more ill tlw l:)tll cent.nr,\". ,whell Norway, 
from " ilriOllS reason s. was Illuteriall.Y ,I S wpll :1"; p,,1i1.ieaIly 1l1lIcli 

weakenl'll]. the Hansar(l .~ g-ailwd mUTt' :tnd 11101", ' 1·lll' upper ImUlI 

over t·he Norweg"iall mcrdmllt. das~. lIotwithshu ul iJIg- their stuhbom 
a.nd to S(lJIlIl ('~k> JJ t vt'ry bittc l' l'eSista llt't'. 'fill;' H;(lIS;Lr(ls(froll1 LlIbe~k 
especially), wert'. luos1. (jolllilll'l'rillg" ill liCl"),{CII, wlwre till'.\" 80TUf'­
tim('>; ('olfimitted nuilOll "; ads of violen ce itlUl ag'g'l"('sll ion nguilJst 
the dtizeni; of Hit! Im~lH. T1H' foreig-ners ("llpl'l'iu lly frolll Rostock) 
were ulso I' pr)" tron hJI:~Olll e to tile Norwt'giau merl"il;wt.'! ill tht, 
prill cipal COllJllll'rcial towns in tl((' (>IUiU'r!l part of Ult' t'OllutTY. 

Tonsberg lmel Oslo ; Hllil Ht lilt' heg-i nnill ),{ of til(' !lith Cl'llt,IlTY. 

when till' efforts to pili. lUI end t~I'tlH ~ fort'ig-n \'Il1111nerdal 11omlull' 
HOll Wt're HIHllly ('J"()wlwll with SHeet'SS. t.lw,.;,' toWIIS wl'rl' vcry IlIHCh 

reduced in stnm h.-th . Hcrg-t'll. 011 t il\' ot,hel' hllut!. 1111 [t .C("Ollllt, of 
its ]il'ely fishitlg t radl', c;ontinn('d for a. long time jl) Ut' tJw IIlt)llt 
im[Jorl:~nt commercial tmvn uf SCll.l1dilli tvia ; ami iwrf' for g-f'll era­
tions the IbnSH I'ds .~t;ill strug-glNI pCl'MIlVCrillg"iy for tILt'ir ('om mer­
cial slIprcmaey. To; t certa.in C:.:tt' llt. t.h ey wcre k"pt ill dl/!Ck 
b y Mit: cnerg-etj (~ king C HlWoITT.\ N" If. .Lt, t i, ~' hegilLnillg of the 
Wth ecnt,ury; lUlIl ill the yt'ars frolll li)i"17 to 1:)liO t! !I~)' were 
compt!lIed to r('lIpect. tht' hLWS of the ('ollntry. aIl11 (;mlsed t~) form 

practically iL state within tll1l stat.e ; hut they eontinnetl t.o keep 
the b'Tt:at~r part of t.ll\l eomlll crce of Berg-en ill their luuuls until 
the growiJI g" supremllCy of t.he Dut("h OIL the sCa .. ;1,11(1 the Thirty 
Yelm,' Wllr (1Il1»; -- 1!i45;) nUf] weulcJlt'<l them ill t iwir f)\\"11 country . 
The «German f:l ctory " ill R er),{en, how(l\'pr. COllt,inuCtl t A:) exist until 
the miJdle of Uw ISt·h I :~~llt\lry, althongh the COllnllercc WitS more 
and n.vre tra·nst'errcd to the to ..... uftpeolJle. 

].}veu duting the pCl'ioJ. of great est deprcflllioll. the Norwegia.n 
burgher-class was not entirely annihilated *); and other foreignel'H 

. ) Wit.h fIlgard til (hln, " ,;o llll'l.llint of l WIS stah'~ Ihllt tIl\" nllmher or hUT· 

gberl!, wbkb, ~honl ~· i)(!fore til(" arrivul of til+' mrn fr<HlL Ho~t()d, (who, in 1.447, 
were UlIff!ltrictC(U.V nllowed to winter in OM!" ~n(l -rullsl)l! rg). IUlil h,~en ,)00 or nOI). 
WlL~ now only from f:I() to 80. 
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than th~ Germans, especiully .l<:ng-lish. Scoteh and Dut-cb, unO. 
allio the Da.nes, with wholll we were pulitjcaJly conDp.ded tLfter 
1380. carried Oll trade with Norw,t.\'. 

The Dutch gavf' (·oHflidera.bll' impul,;(~ 1,0 N(ln\'c~hbn comm()rce, 
as they had commenced liS early a.,'; in th~ mi(ltlle of t·b.) loth 
century to some exteut. to export timber from th\~ South of 
Norway . .ror ,t c()upl~' of C(mturies tlll' t.ill1h('1" was pllrcha.;;ed 
e\'erywlll~rc even if] the couutry Jistriet. .. (lirect.ly frolJl t,ile peu,sants _ 
'l'he NorwegiltIls a lso. t.o .~omtl f'xtent,. exporkll timber ill their 
own \"c88el... \V,lkr sa.w-llIil1.~ WCr(l establisilt'd ill Norway ltOOUt 
t,be Jear INH). hilt Hot until halt· ,t ("t;'lIt,llry la.i."'l" dit! they acquire 
lLlly ilJ]port~lIlee for onr (~ x:port; ami even as iitt.t· H." abont· 187f) 
nllr timb,'r ('xport to Holland still conl-listt-'(i InostJ~· of r<"ll1gh tim· 
oer (see pa~e -Wl). 

[n t he ficcolld ha.lf of th(~ llith (·t'llt.u,"y, pMdudious and 
trtUlc ~l'lIentll.r wau e a brg-e stritl(, in " 'Cfltk'rn E nrope; fLUd the 
bnilding" of bot.h houses <Lilli ships CU.!lflC<i ,. great uemanJ for 
Norwegian timoer, uot· only ill Hollnnu, hut. a lI«I 111 Spain, Portugal 
fwd EnghLlId. The (''(;onomic cOll<iit.jons of the country it.'lclf nJso 
impro\'I'~1. aud the Norw('g"illJ.1 commercial dasH in Ulun)" {-owns 
hru.illtl(] nel\' life. 'fhis wa.'! !Jroba.bly IargdJ 1111 (1 t(, tI ll.' immigrll­
tion tlf foreign elelllents. which, 1!owl!\,er. iJrlmediate).\' took root 
here. lUany of Lhe iJ1lllligr.]uts marrying" iuff. NprwI'gi,Ul families. 
At. Bergcn. t,hl' large .. t. cOlUuwrciul houses were of foreign origin, 
awl ~iHlllltaueousl.y witb the decline of the Hanseatic filctory 
SOllie of the SOliS of ib, members bl."ClWH! Norwc/..'":ian citizens. 
o\t t.he cud of t1H' Il"th (lentnr)" , t'\'en in Bergen , Uwre was only 
~t .<;mn ll minorit.y of llIerclJUllts whu (lid n,.j, feel t,ll!;'mseln~.<; to be 
Norweh..-ia.n.<;. 

Durillg" the btt.tlr p!trt of tbe lHth celltur.r, our HWll veDscls 
Itg-aill commenced to t,a,k.! some p~tlt, though H relntiveJ.r smell 
(J lle. ill the trade with foreign countries, which dlll"in~ ihe latter 
part of t-he 14th, ltud almost the whole of the 15th century had 
hel'lI ca.rri"d on chit'Hy by foreign shipl;. 

II! the course of the 17th century, the commerce and shipping 
of NQrwa.r recei'"ed a. grea.t impulse, u.lthou~h it W!l.S to It certain 
extent seriously hampered by war;! and other circumstances. The 
timber-trade flourished I,rreatly, Ilnd came more a.nd more into the 
hll_lHls of the growing Norwegian mercantile class in the toWDS, 

altbough the export was still largely carried on ill foreign vessels. 
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By the town privileges of l(W2. it was onll'red t ha.t all export, 
to foreign countries shouhl Iw froll! tht' tm\'llS. a rule which luw, 
indel->d , been ill exist.ence sillee ldxlUt tilt': year J300, hut which it 
had not been possible to observe, t'l'Ip",,,ially :L'i I't'g-anhl tJu' t·imbt·r 
tmde. D\!ring the 1fith, Itnd the cu.i'i~· Jutrl ,)f the 1it.h t:(,lltury, 
t,ldR tra,de had ulsu ~'alled into eXi>4tt· ll el'. ol" h(>lpl'~1 1.0 dl~ \"e10p, a 
lllllUOel' of lIew towlIS, so,clllied doadillg·pla e~'s ~ (I1Hlest4::der). ill 

tI,{, soutll of Norway, at, the mOllth;;; of !"in'!"::' in' which tilUlll'~' 

WIIS float.ed to the sell. Among t.hese t owns we !"t' Fredriksha.ld , 
~fO!:ls, Bru.gel'l! CI> (fl. part of .Drallllll t·n) :lIJJ A['l'lIdlll. Ti, l' ('OU!UWI" 

(: iIl1 fn'edom of the . loadillg'·plaee~ " WWi eOllsidt:rahly restrid.t:'~1 

by thl' tlho\'C !l!euti"lIt'tl f.t.)WII privileges, uut. t.hey i'vtaiW:'11 till' 
right of Hhippillg til"her (a .. ud importing' gmill), 

The timbpl' export from southern Norw:I,.\' incn:ast'~l from IO~ 

"hiploads, mea.suring about +::';\1)00 cubic fl'eI;, ill If)~"', to ti73 
shipload:-;. IUcaJlnrillg' ahont :!.rl lIIillioll eubic fl'f~t, ill IflilO, awl t~J 

Ill! milch as l(i:"IO s hiplouds, or IIh()lIt 'j millioll ('ul, ie fept , lLboul 
t he yea.r HitU . A (·ol!llidNabl(· t'..'(p"rl·trlld~' ill tilllb!')' was also 
e,Lrricd Oli fro m t he we~t.erll Imrt, of t.11l· ('"1111tr)" (lIIosH.'" ill ~coteh 

H$>4els) and from tllP llorthel'u district". Itl Hili" , the wholp t,im· 
b l'T ex port is sajd 10 Imvp a.IIIO.U1ltl.'d to aUllui. a~) millioH ('.uh fee1. 

The ex port of 1i.~11 \\"a_~ lI.lsn H.'IT con,~idel"ll.ble, l"Speciu')l )" from 
Bergen ICt'. t.aul,:, 011 I'agt~ +:!'j ); :~1Il1 thl' llIillillg' imiustry, CIIIlI' 
!uencing', o u a IlLTg'c !!eult,:, it; .,iw l.it.1t et'llfllry, als" C(lIltrilll[ t.t..J 
considerabl)' t-o N~)I'wegiall t'XP(,rt. 

'l'owILrd~ the elul of til(' litl! h'1I1 Ul"Y IIi, iIH;Ollsidcru.bic 
part (,f the trade of Norway wa.s ca rric(\ 011 hy her 010'.'11 ; 't'MMels, 

evcn though thu.t exp(Irt t:rad~' which W~ of th. · ~rrcu.te1it impur­
tau ce to shippiug, tlw timber trade, was still ehif'fly ellrried HI! ill 
foreign VC~::Ielt>, The mercantile HHLrillP of NorwlIJ towards thc 
end of t·he 17t,h century probably :unuIJIlt...:i l tu +00 or bOil vessels, 
with tL cI1ITyiu~,! (:apacity of a,bout HO,OOO f.t.mii. 

The l1atioulIJ C(' llIl11e r Ce alld shi pping were tldn~llCed t~J quite IL 

oonsi<1crl1ble extent by "Itrious measures t.n,keu LJ the Dallo·Nor· 
..... egi.all government duriug' the reign of CHRI ~T 1 AN V ( l[ij(I-· .. W!:I9). 
One of these wa.s the ortlil1lt.IlCC of 1671 , favou rillg the SQ·eall~l 

vellscls of defence *), merchant ves~els, tlmt eould, if needed, be 
usoo as wa,r-sh ips. 'l'he cusklms t.()o, which were formerly exclu· 
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~h·t'l)" regulated for tiscal purpn~l>;;. wert~ HOW ~\l~o lIHe<l as a means 
fir directing the couri'l{' of COIlLHwrf'(', shipping' anrl industry. 

011 the other hand the vig'()rou~ d.' vciopment of Norwegian 

C(illllner(!(' was considera.bly haUlpcretl II.\" j,he system nf privileges 
obtaiuillg iII t.he 17th celLt.Ul'Y, by wh idl somp towns were greatly 

fa.voured , SOHlI.'t.imes at the ex pense of nth!:.,"!' tnWIH" whieh t,he go· 
verUlllcnt even went. so fur llS to try t~ , SUPlIft'S!! ill fayclUI' of tilt' 
privileged tow n. - P.g'. by ordcring itfl l'itill('}lS to W!1ll0Vt' to the 
ot.her t~)Wll --, sometimes at till'> l'xl)('nse of ('ollutry district,s, for 
inst.a.nce, of Finmarken. th e 1l0rUlI'rlllllost, dii'itrict of the ('ountry. 

TIlt' increases ill !Il(' t' llstOIllS cll1tit·s were abo felt t_n he rll' 
t,h t'!l' hea.vy, t)s Jlee i ~lIl J tlt e c'xport duty . 111 ti lllber , which was 
cOllsiderlLLI'y iUl'reasec] at tJw begimdllg of tll '~ 17th c!f'ntnry , ilnd 
al!iO thp old export Ilut)' 011 ti sh . 

The promising: COlI1JneneClllt'ut. of ;1 1'e\'iral Ill' tilt' nationd 
eomlllen:t! llnd shippiHg' received (I. Sf'riOllS bl()w fro1lJ the protrac:t.ecl 
GI't~at. Northern W~U· (holTl 17o!) to 17:W) in whkh ahout· Oll£' 

third of t.be Nt)l'wC;.ogilUl IIltlrealitilv Hillrinn was lflst 
After 1720. Norll'lly bati pl ~l l.Ce, alll/()st witl ll)!lt interruptioll , 

fOl' :0:;7 yelm;. During tllis ti!ll(' on1' t:Olll11l erCp illLd !ihippi ng- ad· 
"tweed v(>ry cOllsidcra.hly, lllt.JlOUgb at, til"f;t f]nit,l.: slowl y Ahout. 
tht' yt'a.r· ! 'j;')U. t,hl:.' Norw('~inll llJ el'<.;lJ.lIl.ile Ill ~l.rill e was again (If 

about thl:-' salll(' ~iz(' a.s ht>f'()r~ the g-rc:t.t, WitI'; '·OIllHl£'rCp.. duriug­
the ,Years r7:1()- 17IiU, iu.:: rellSp.d h>Te~Jt.l .r, tlmllks tn t ' HJ Hllusu;dly 
abulHla,nt herr ing'-fisIH! ri,~s, whieb, hOWf'\'l'r, ld'tel'W1Lrds Hgaill dE" 

l:rclIs(;.l, the timber l'xport was hu'W', and thl' pl'ollnct.iPll of , .. npppr 
wa.'! consifierll.hly increuse,l. The Il~gregllh' \'~Ilu l'> of Norwegill'll 
t'xports (tLt tilt) pri('.('s thell ruling) was (ll'llhahl.Y ahout. kr, IU,OfJO,OOO 
ppr anlJum tinring tIle period 17f)(1-1770. The import.:; probably 
represented a liimi lar amount, of whieh i\ or .j. million kroner were 
reprcsent,ell by cereals, U,l t.h e q\l;mtit.y of a.bont t.2 million bl1shels, 
ehiefly imported frOID Denmark, that count.r.r Imving lUlU, from 
17;;[) tt) 1781-\. wit.h ~L few interrllptior.s. e.g', during bad years, 
ihe mOIlcpol,r of iUlporting grail! to ~outhern NOl'way" the most 
populous part of our countr,r. 

During the last. qUl1rter of tile l.Hth C!ClIt.Ul",r , and the first. few 
years of the 1!ith century, the commerce of Norway had rellChed 
,tIl extent lillch a8 it had probu,bly lIever before had. During the 
North American Wu.r of Independence (1771i- 1783), the price!:! of 
our export g'Qodl'l were con!iiderably increased, and the neutral 
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position Qf onr ('I)llllt.ry gave a.n opportunity fOl" a. profitable tmni<it, 
trude, Ollr territory beillg used for st()ring purpost'S. During" the 

European WOLrs ('iI.u sed by the Frcudl Uel·olllt,iOlI. om ('ount.r), ulso 

derived gre:lt advantages fronl it.: lll'ntr ni posit inn. lmtil we onr­

H('he;;. ill th e yeu.r 1 f<:07. were dra,wu illto th ... war. Dnriug tili:-; 
period several r eform s Wert' introlllll,t'(l ill our l'Olllllle n'inl leg-isla­

tiOll, ,,'Tently iJenf'fitillg' th •. \ ceOll olJl i., t'oll(liti(11l of tilt" 1'''lIntr)" t' .g' . 

Ihe l'tlp(':ti of the Dallil'dl l.,'Tltin lJlOllopoiy ou NOrl\11,Y, UIt' n,lens\' 
of the COllllllcn'c on 1:<~jIllJlarkell (17K, ), the d'''I'r('I' of I .~IB l't'lating 

to) ('redit !'; t,oragt ~ and It less hlll'dellSOlllt ' t'ust(ll)1'i I n,rif ( I .(7), 
_H Ihe begill1lillg" of th{' I !lth " • .'Iltllr,\' , how('I'('\", 111(' Imil l'oll(litioll 
IIf Hit" stat(' fimLII ('C;'; lII'I \.'ssitated ,~(l Ult> !l eW i lllpost.s II'hi{'h It!)n' !'­

tIH ' I ~~l<s \\'t'\'~> Hoi, ,,;, h tJH\'Y n .~ 10 prt'vt'IlI, a, fllrtlH'r illlJll'OI'PlIll'n1. 

ia ~ '1I1' ('Oll lllll'W'l', till' tirllher·ex]J~)!'t, t o }]Ilglaml ht'i ul! " I< IW(' i,tlly 

htl'g'~ _ Onr' wll(lle timht-!r-expl .rt. ,Iurill:; th~' Y"ilrs fl'I'll1 1"11.4-
to 1";(11 ;, SOHlt' (.'I<I)l'c inll.1' brisk Ira (ling )'l':l.rs. allll'll11t"11 011 all 

;tn'l'ilge to B;,.OtHJ.(111l 1 ('ubi,' f" d . while the grain illll ",rt dHl'ilig 
tilt! .I·pars I.!l!! 10 1:0;(1.0..: alllon!lt,'~1 Oil all liW'I'"g'!' t,) :!,4i millioll 

b llf;hcb. 

Tit!" last, pari of III,' I"tlr "t'ut,nry v.%-; 1I pl'l'ioll of gl'Uwth 
in l\ol'wl'J.,riau lIhippillg', I<uftieierlt, t~, Illark it, as ,1-11 t'l"wlt ill its 
,1t'Vl' lopltl{'nt,. In li!l :! th(' Norweginll lIH'l'C'lt lltil" Illarill!' IlIl.,] h'l'OWII 

up tv )<l;1I yC~f;('l s witil II t.otal of ahout, IlfI.(H)(1 jllli S' bUl'tiell . 

In l R(II ; "ur IlWI',':lnlilt, l1:: ,rirll' ~'\'l' l' t'oln)t.l'tl 1,(i!',I) n'ss('l~ \\·itlr 
all ag-greg'lIk hurtll'll of altont I~O,O(IO !.OIIS, SHill" of whi ch. 

aJtlwugh not very mallY, propt'rl)' hl 'longed t~, l'O!'I :iUII NHlIItri('s. 
A" 1I t:ollsl'f[nell(.t-' of I·he rapid gl'owt.i, of t Ill ' N{JrWt'g;,;H mel" 

(':Illtii(, II III rim', had .. : with ollr I'II11Uiry, fowlIrds Uw cllti of till' 
I f; th ceutury. waS c:IlTie/) ())I ill Norwegia,1! vt',;IICls 10 a Hille l! 

h'1'CII.t.el' exit,'at thaI! it had "re l'ionsly hC(HI. \VIINelH. "Vt:1l a.~ lut.~ 

as about, 1,70, most of !.lIP timht,!, ex pork,j 1'1'0111 tIll' ehi ef port 
of export, DrlllllulclI , WlIf! II lripped ill .Dut.ch \'('ssel.~, tIming- the last 
few yeOLrs of the jXth , and t·he tir.~t. few yell!'s of tit" I!Jth cell­

t.ury. :'l.bout Oil£' half " 1' 1IIOJ'(' of Oil!' ti!nbl~r-pxport wall t:~ ~rried 011 
in Norwegian vcsaels. A hLr~e pa.rt, of tht~ fi~h -t~x port ahout the 

year 1800 Wll~ also earried on ill Norwegiiul \,Cf;aeJ ~. 

The flag of the Dllllo-Norwcgiu,n monarchy, the old Ih,nisll 
colours, was well known in most Eurupeau countries. a.ml might 
be seen in A~ia, Americlt a.nd Africa. During the years 1800 to 
1803, the European port<> outside the monarchy werc visited 
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011 au lIH>(·;(g't'. U.r ~,072 ve!;sel", of auout r{)(l.O(Jo tons:. burden, 
carryiug' tlwt, tiag' . Almost ha.lf this f.olHU.l,ge WP.lIt to the British 

Isles, ('hidty Norwegi!Lu vefl~els c!lI't)'iug' timber. The oUa'}' Eu­
ropean ctlllUtrieH w('re also viflitcd uJ uwuy Norwegill,n s hips, but, the 
\'('88('11; l'i:;itino- foreirrn C011tiuf'Tlt.i~ Wt'T!' ehiefty Danish. About, 43 % 

• 0 

M tIlt' tobtl IIll·rea.utile marine of tin' D!tuo-Norw~i;tn monarchy 
(Sdlh_'swig--Hoisteill included) jll tIlt' year 1 ROO. were Norwegian. 

Til tlH~ p'lIr 1807, the g'oou tiuws CH1 !lt' to iLll abrupt end, for 
ill that yt'a-r t he long w:l.r with EngJaud hn,ke uut. III the ,yellrs 
IRUH amI 1 HOH , 18W and l~J~ tlwT\' \\'a.~' als(l wur with Swt.uen. 
COIIIlIH!rct' awl shipping U(fW 1)l'(:alUl' \'f'ry irn~gl1la.r. and llllLny 
ship" lmd ('argol'l'! were lost. Duriug th,~ years l tll H- 1812, in 
spite of the waT. \\'t' IHl,d brisk ('OlnlHCl'Ct' alld shippillg' with Eng­
land. thl' l-lo·cll-lled , lic(!useth tmde, which. however, did not brin~ 
:UJy la_"tillg athautllge; awl 1!;1~ :tnd 1)0.;14- WC)'C ft'l)' bad hm;illNlfi 

year/; . T lu' sit.nu.ti<)ll W[(,l; still lIH>n' agg-m.vilte(l hy th" mi>!crahle 
peetllliar.v ('omlitiul!s ; and tIlt' bud ernp:;; of 1 "'J:!. ill cOlll,lPct-iOJl 
witJ, t.il(' English blockatlt'. eallsCfj aetna.! fllmiHt'. 

Dllrillg these hard tiltH'S. NorwlIJ \\'us g-reatl'y red ueed tiHlllJ(:iall.r ; 
hut t.Il €Y serve(1 the purpose of uevclopillg ~t!!(1 (:onsolidntiug' liS as a 

Ilation. so timt ill IXI4, whcll our l·OUlltl·.~ WII:; foreihly sf'piu'ated 

from its ('olllJCetioll wit-b D enlLlark, anrl lnt.llded over tH tbf> SWI~rlisb 
king", iustead of (pJictl." sllhmitl.!Tlg' to t his. it was ahle to t'sta.blisn 
iteelf itS Ull im]t'pemlclit kilJgdmll wit,ll nIH' "f th(> frl't!st, (:(111l:lt-itu­

tiOlJS ill l<:uropp; iUJd only us SHell did it ,'ute r 111'011 t he nuion 
with KW"(h'u ill which till' t.WO illll~~rcildent kiugdolJl f; of the 
ScahJiuOLviall pellinsulu. hu\'c each. for tilt· l:u-;t H:l years, JIt peace 
with f(lreigll ('HuntricM, t'lljOYC(l 011 the whole a. Imppy lIlt,tiona.! 
ilnt] f't~olJ()JIlie t'xistellce. 

The first yeu rs of ollr new cOlJstitlltion, Iwwever, l..-'CoDomi­
call,l' considered. were very depressed, lIud it WilS somewhat long 
bef')re our cOlllmerce and JShipping could again recon'r "'tr~ngth , 

after tl •• ~ protrack..u war_ Ollr timber-tmde ill pl~rt.icuJilr ga.ve bad 
profits, in some cru;cs even IOSd, u.s it was lJeCes:>IlTY to sell large 
stock:> on Hund Itt ~Uly price. The trude wit,L Engmnd was greatly 

reduced on account of t'he exceedingly high duty levied by that 
country on timbcr from all other places than her OWJl colonies. 
This circuIllst~lulce ('ontributed not a little to II. decrease ill our 
shipping-, so that the tonnage of the Norwel-,>1a.n mercantile marine 
wru; red \lecd from 176,000 tons in IH16. to about HlO,OOO tODI! in 
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1826. Onr fil;h-tr!ldc was rela.tively more profita.ble l'spl'eially !lIl 
account of t.be in creiUiillg 1]1I1l.ntity of winter h errin~ 

After 1 ~2H, t,he timber trll.de Idsn ~>Tew mOrt' profibl.LIe. prices 
having riselJ. ,md higher freig-hf..l.l lliJ.\,jng" gi vl!I! li t' \\" lih> to sllippiug. 
A gClleraJ Europ(:.n.n p,JHl American c(.mlu('r ('iu l cri!"!j". however. 
which ocellrred h I lR2fl. O IJ CIl !nOr(' ("lnl"etl 11 Ilt~pressioll ill Nur­
weg-iall COlJlln p.rcc and .;;I'ipping" for SUWIl Y(' lIl"S. flllriH g- \ViiiI'll 
severa.l of ollr l al"g"p, oltl-esta.hlished timher firm !"!. 1hnl h a,l "urdveil 

fhe earlier cr isi:-l. were rui1H'd. 
At, the heg-inuing of the t.hirt.it».;. II. lIHlrp hLsliuJ.!" Iwrind of 

illlprm'em f'lli . sd Ill. "ontilllling 111'0 11 1.IIt, WJl olt~. llJI"wing- fO]· 
deprel;s!!ll ti •. :·;lJcr trnlll' iu 1t-i4() 42. to 1l-i+7. whi le th,· Yl'lII"!-l 
from 1.>;47-· IR4~1 SiHIWl'd a h'1'ca.t dc prpss ioll (lue. a.llI\) ll g" nt.i l(>r 
thing"l-i. t.o t.he exeessivc).\" high !J1"l ee~ of g"l'n.ill pl'l.' l·n.i lill g" ill 

\.847 . HJld t.l1I.' irregula r cOl ,dit.ion s of 1.llf' w(lrhl"f; '·Ollllll t'rt·C, 

eamleu by t11 ~ rcrolutiOlllll'Y !IHW('HI Cllts ill 1~41'\. III Jl-'flO bctt.(~r 

tillles 41~Hin comllll 'lll'l-d . ~L111 1 aoS :1. FUlmlnal"Y (If tJl( ' !'(·"Il omic dt'" 

velopmellt. frollJ f,l-Hi"1 to l ~flO, it I!JH Y 1)(' :-;H.id tlHlt. not " IIiy wert' 
t he w(!\:nd:-l from t·he wnl" perioll ( 1I-i07- I HI-t ) IU'nl,'(1. hul. h.,· 
the Hli(\fil(, of t.lu· ('cIltur,Y our eOJ/l nwru" Hilt! !"! ll il'pin g- had 
a.ttaillcd ('rell a. Itigher st.:lg-e (If df>vdopmt'ni. t.ltall Ilurillg' l h" fir,it . 
. "f>ars of Ule 1" ~ lI t .lIry. wh ich had he!'ll !"!o exct'ptiOltally fH.vollru.bh, 

to /Jill" c·col!omy. 
The tillllwr-t.'xlwl-t ;I.h,"t. 1 ~4U n'g'aillcu thl' ('xtio n1. it. had 

,'Il.l0.red during" t lie spl"ndid Cflmlllt 'n:i:d rell~ at till' hl'g'illlling' 

( If t.lw century. Auvnt ') 11 (' tllirll (.j" our t~xl'. ; :-t.NI t·im iwl· IIOW 

Wi.'lIt t.o ~'raJl( ~{'. the lIgri en lt.nral populatio)J of Wl, idl rPllui re,1 
a. good <jlumtit.y of t illliJer for t ilt' improVl'llH'llt t,f thei l" 
iJOllses. Ahout. t2 OJ., of t.he timber well\. \.<1 t~Ilg-lalHl. HIIlI 11.0.; 

reg-n.rds IjIl;t Tlt il.y, :-;<) lllcwbllt lllor(> til Holbll'! , bnt. less ill value. 
hec~LlIsc t!le expoJ'"t;; t·o tIHl.t. ,;omd,r.\·. <I i' hdorc. ch ieHy eouliisted 
of rough t.imher . The tish-exporl. in t he middle of t ill" ecntury 
wa.o.; probahly larg'l·r thlJ.H it had ever becn h lJforc. Si ll cc 18 18. 
t he hp-Iw.v duty levh"l on t,imber on it'! export from Norwlty. 
has h€'!n co:ulideru.bly lowered several tim es, Illltil in .1 8!m i.t WIH~ 

entirel.f repe.<wed . It was then our last remwlling export dllty . 
'file totLl value of thc Norwegia.ll export, lLbout am!:) ha. ... 

been cu.lcnlakd at u.hont kr. IH,040.000, of which la. G.740,OOO 
are repreHented by timber, kr . ll,920,OOO by fillh pl·oducts, and 
the rest kr. 2,380,000 by silver, iron , copper, smalt and ot.her 
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art,idefl. In the forties t,he t.otaJ \"(thu' of the (,XPMts was calcu­
lu w(/ to tit' kr. tti,800,OOO (tillllol'r kr. !!,;:!OO.UOO, tish prorluct" 
kr. J)\JiOO,UOU, ;UlO other goods kl' . .l,I)(J(I,O.)O). 

The ,'a.luc of imports fr"lLL year to· .r~·i.lr hilS probahly ahout 
"qHaJl~1 th t; "11 111(' of t1w export'S with thl' additioll of the in­
creasing in('olllt' resulting to Ow uatioll from shippiug (about 
kr. li.OOO,OoU ill tlw thirties llllil ilhout kr. !l,UOO.OO() in thl:! 

forties)_ 

Aft".r 1l":?li till' Norwcg-iall HI1'J"('i!lltj! t' marinl' illcreal;t·d without 
iuu'rruptioll fr01l1 year to ,WlI.r: in I:-;Hfl WI' lI:H] r;~:1('IH:>d about t lw 

sHIm' tmuHLgf' :L>i bt"fure HH.' ('OI1l111t'!l("I'llll'llt of 1 he war ill 1 tlU7, 
namely about. [, .... o.noo t~IIl S ;1)1(1 ill ] :-ifl\l. :!H~I.OOU tons . Tn t,hc 
eonrsc of the :!O ~' l'n ,rs from IS;;] to ! ~r)(), 01:1' 1II('n~!llltilc lII!lr;ne 

had h("'n ill cl"('a;;e,l by Ii', "/", which cnlT('spomls with Ow a\'prUJ.!l' 

in<:l'(!as(' (!f the whole cirili"wd worl,1';; a~Q'rt:~~do.' tfJllImgt' dnrill~ 

this 1>f'fi,"1 
TIl(' iLnuHal an'l'ilg't~ of Ute a;'::-:"'Tt':.!ah· t.f1I!lng~' of Norwt'J.!ilLlI 

\'('ssels ll'ill'ing h'rd),!]l PO]'t,s willi (';lrW'. 01 ' l" il,I·i ' lJ.! Norway for 
fOf('i!-{ll port.s was. 

Fr')]11 1~;~4i to [:-\-1-0 :)4i[J,U\l0 tt!llS. 11'1)('1'('''[ lOU,Ollu tow .. WI;'H' 

C:lIT.yill),! g'()ods 1'1"'111 (JIlt' f,)fl: i),!ll e01111try t<) all uther: 
1i'mlll 1 :-; -1-0 - - 1 ~Ml ..... !U.OO() tOilS, ""hert' of :!4S.0UO 1011;-; In'rt' 

carryiug' g'uo(l~ fr(,ul Olll' forc ig:l (;Ol\lltry to unothcr. 
Thus it aprwar!; that (.ur carrying- trati ('l hl·tweeu foreign 

eO ll utri(>s IIIllll t:' rapid adVllllCt'. aud lI.JllOllg- Ow chi!'f factors 
contriimt.ing to 11;is result wa .. ~ the cirCUl/lslaucl' tlwt our vessels 
frOllL 182fl onwards 11'\:1',' l,iace<l Oil lln o.'{Jwd footing' ill Sweden 
with f;hos(' of tiJat eouuf.ry, aJHl that Great. Brita,in lilld other 
(:olmh-i,'s. 011 a.('(:oullt of th(, polit.icul ullioll cstllblisherl. b{:twecll 
Norway and Swedell, nllowed NOTweg'iun vessels to import Swc<lish 
bl'{)ods. 

Ai; "eg'llrds til!' f('r~jgll shippiIlg' OJ] Norway, Ute Ill.llnber of 
vessell! nrril'ing was ill{;rCiISed frollJ [',tl:\ ill 18:li to 8,642 UI 
1 XhO, ~md their tonnagH from about -1-00,000 to about 700,OCIO 

ref.,>1sl't"r t..ms. III 1~21, rather more f.lmn =/8 of this tOlmage 
was rcprei!cnted by Norwegilt.D vessels, a.nd in I85H about three 

fourths. l<'roln )sax to 18i)\) hardly more thall one third of ~he 
I'essel!! :trriving' wen' loaded, but. when leaving. most of them 
carried ;t curgo. 
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III. NORWEGIAN COMMERCE AND SHIPPING 

SINCE 1850. 

n l1riug' tl II3 latt.er Imll' of 
shi pping' made snch progn'!<s as 
8nch It Hhort spn ce of time. 

t he CI'ut Ill',\'. 

it hiLI! hurdl .... 
Olll' <:Olllml'rt·,· [lUI! 

" \'t" 1' IltIIll' befo re ill 

Th is ('8pecitLlly a.pplies Lo " hip/lilli/ . ~'1'0l1i IHi',u 10 p.\7! ~ , t lH' 
NHrll'Cbriall mefl'anti l~ lUll riw' ilu'n'as\:"t! f\'O /II :!HH,OOo 't.(1 I ,f):!7 ,IKH I 
tUIIS, i.(·, lUQf (' than five tilUes . III IH!I~ I we hlUI. illS statcI! 011 

pa;!<, -W-J , IL tm llllt.g'e I)f 1,i.:I!'\.U()/I tOIlH, whcrc",f -J il l'l,(lUU tous lU'C 

n'prvs{'utei} by Htt ~alll \'essels. Tlll'Sl' lath'f h:u'p 1'01' ti 'l' BlO!l-t Jlllr! 

bt~n ucquireil .1!lfillg' lIu: last :!U Y":u's, as ullr ,..,l C.·; lHl , .. ldp 11lIl Ultg'<' 

ill I H/ !! ouly ulUolllll",,,1 to il:!,IIU41 tUIlS. 'rill' first, N(lf\\,,·~ia.11 SI(>01 11 1 

vt'k'H' 11'l l'(ImIllCllh _'(\ to rUlI ,,~: l'ur'} as '..-27, bll t a.o; lut e UI'I l l'iji4, 

out' totH I ft c,,!. "l'st": UlJ \·('.o;sld ... IIItIP'lut"tj t·" olt l) ahout :I,OI HI t "I IS . 

'fil l' Ug'blTcglLtR (' lrcl,t i"I' (;:In',r illg po wer o f til t· N (II'II' l'gillll 111('1'· 
calit ilt' 1I111.r ill(' ("onsirJel'illg' Ollt' si't:aJllsbi p jml I'CJ lla l t" !Ui sai liJlg 
t.ol.ll'l ) i s at Pfl 'SI' llt a holl t :!.70IlJ.III4J. tOIl:-;, tl,at is to sa,\'. ahout 
ninc ti IHt',' ~,~ lu rj..!'l· ;1/'1 hi 1"-: ,41. 

'1'11(' dC\'elopwt'lit lIf !\'onl'I'g'iaJ I Ifhipl'illJ.,:' will also !JI' ,'I,'ady 
:ll'pa.f('ul from t ill' fuUow ill .Jo( tal, l" of t il l ' a;"''gTt'gat\' JOIIIllIg't' sailin:.{ 

UIJI.l.' r t lw Norwt'gian Ir a).,:'. "lCJlr"t! wit h . 'Hl'<,.{1J h"rn forp ig'1t p" rl s 
Of from Nurwa.I' fill' foreiJ!lI I'"rt ~: 

I fWI --:,1I 
1.'lT; / - (1O 

I Ml -70 
UH I -·H(} 

18!! 1 -- ~)(1 

1 8~1/ -% 

18~(j - ·118 

1' , ':0 .... 

'1" '11'"').:'' ' ' ill 11"",,,,,wb " j ,-"'.!. ""IS ) " r S"rw"),\iH U 
"""""1,, ,·k,,,,,·,1 with "'11'",: 

1 '",,,, :\'''rw".,' 
r" r r" I'l'iJ:'l1 

".-.rl" 

" 1 ~. 

1,:l1H 

J/,h(l 

J,7n:. 

F""", ",h"r """u! ri ,'" 

VOlt Fli t " l lwt 

!\OtW:1." ,~ . " "!ri ,·,, 

14:\ :l"~ 
:lOll r, :LU 
2~8 1.:110 

471 2, 7~'4 

7HI :1,£,"'; 

1,0\11\ 4.2\12 

1.1 Ot; £',r.!;O 

'1" 
1,:IfJ(I 

2,:IIHI 

4,2ij4 

r;,M,f, 

!I,WIO 
8/, 11 

It appeaJ1l frol:1 this tu.ble t hat t he N orwet-,l'iwl murcttntile 
marine lit pre!lent performs about, teil times as much work us WtLS 
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Ilone by our ~hipH half a, c;entnl'y ;!g'II, awl tim!, t1lf~ advance IUls 

"l~1I greu.t.eHt with rl~f('r('IH~(~ 111 tILt, 1';\1T)'illg had e b~t,IVCCIl furoil,") 
I't)untries , - , Rl.>ckonitlg' by tL l' U.lIIHt;::W , q~)O.u :, t,wo thirdfl of't,h", 
NorweJ..:'iall vessels It'avilJg' P(,rt; ill JH!Il; \\'('l't' sll'amshipl:L 

The ave rug't' HllUl"I' f I,f N('rwl',!::'iull , 'es:;i'!H d t'ared with cargo 

from foroi","1 plueef.l, or fI'f'1I1 NUT\\'a,v fOt, f"reigll C(>UlltrieR (or 
ru.t1tCT. til" lI11mlwr of I'O}llgl'S IIWdl' by 1,II(>m) from 1 ~i") 1 to l Si)!> 
W:I .. -; 1O,7"lfl, lwd in I ~! IH ~O,20U. wil\'fl'of 11. iE',!) repr.,.sent8 t ilt' 
sf,cauu;hip!;. -, - If WI ~ al so ul,ke int" 1'llllsiti (' J'>lt,ioll b!l.llasted vesst:'is, 
t·he t",)t,al mnubt'r of voyages mll.!\'· hy Norwt'gia,11 shipfl in the 
yea,r ] ~ !IH will he i!O,OO: ., H,m1 litl,jr ;!g'gT'-'g-IIV' tMuWgl' 1H.!14-0.000 

Ions. 
Tll! ~ allll1ud alnOlllli, of I'r"i:..dlb dll'lll'f\ by onr Vl;'s!,wls ItVt'­

"H,g-I,d , from IR4iil t o ]Sfil-', kr. E',\l.!M.H"U~IU 11 1](\ frolH Ikii3 to 1 8. 7 ~ 

kr. 100.000,000. Til IHK/i amI 1"'''1, Oil 1II"' ''liJlt of t.lle ulIfu.PH1-

l'a,hl e (~otHlit-ion 'If atrlli n;, it lind g-iHu' I.Iow1I U, kr i7JIO(),{KX), 

l'i.~ill/..:" ll.g'niJJ 1" kr. 1:!\l.l-11MI,OUO ill t.ilt· g'OO(\ y('ar IKH!I. il.1111 fa1lill~ 

a~lIill to a],ol1l, kr_ !liU IOO.I)OU lH'lw'.'~1J }XI1H alld IR!I;,_ I II IK!U ; 

and I H!l7 , it ag-ain J'O.~\' to nhout tiw S<lIll t' amoulJt a ... t.lmt nf Ih f' 
IJl'st, of Hit, ,.;~velltil'~, Illat i~ 10 )<11..1'. a. li i,tl t' abo\'I' "kr . .IIK),UUII.UOO, 

lUll] iT. I H!I)-; to kr. 11: ,,\1011,411141. nl1.1,oll:.;11 tilt' 1·ll1"T.l"in:.; Ildivily of t il(' 

\\'hn l l~ tll'''t. silu:e tlllLt. t;IIII ' 11II,d 1,,'ell 1'"",; j,II'rnl,iy ill (;fI'II.S":i. 'fill' 
l'I)Uf!on if! t,ha.t. till' fn'i;..;ld I"a l ... ·)< II"W, "11 lH:l~O\ml of tit!' t. .. dlllicill 
pr(}grl's.~ of ti l<' s"ippillg' inlhl stry. Ill'" 111 111"11 10\\'''1' t,lIlI.lI 1.l lPl',Y W,'l'L' 

a.!. tllil.t ti ll ll ', HllllOlIg-1r tllt'." nrl' higlll'l' Ulall till',\" II"/'r(' ilJ ]HHi;-- Is!];,. 

'J'hp 111'[ illl<"" '" of tilt' (' ''IW!l'Y 1lIU.", perlt:!]IS, I." \'slinliltcd :It aholl t 
half t.iw H.ll IOIIHI of frl'i~ht,'i, Of. lit, flip \,1· I's,·nl. tim e. a litJ,· ilion'. 

'l'he NiJ ipl'illg' trail,' Iwt,wl 'I ' 1i NOl'way 111)(1 fl,reig-Il countJ'ies 
ill l H!IX wus m OT\' jJJa.ll fOllr t ,im(!)< ;I S lar;"';E' as if] 18:11), tlU' Hg'j..,>Te­
g-at(~ tonnage ellt.N'·l l into NorwlI.Y ha,\"illg' ris\'11 from ;thout 700,000 
rc:..,-.istel' tom' t.u :\, 1411.1H..Hl fl-'j!iflt.:r tlm,,_ 'I'll .. number of vesflels 
only r(1f1 .~ frolll l:\ ,:,4-:! tn ]4.4fIH. IlIliI j'PItS('qIlPlJtly theil' n.ver:I g'e­

hurden rOSI' f rom 8 1 to :! II l't,'giS1t~f tUIl S. The "har e taken in 
l.hifl. traue hy the Norw,,*iilll flug- ha ... det' l·Ca.se.] som ewhat, namely 
ffotH thrCl~ fourths j.f' two thirrls, oue J..,'l·eat r(~a.Slln of this decrea se 
beinf..:" Umt the cOuvt'rHioll from sa.il to ~t,...1I"1 commenced at a. 
lal.er pcriud wit·h liS thall witil the otill'f lI10st importa.nt sea,. 
flLrillg' nat,iolls . :Hld also tlUlt still ollly about half the rej{ulo.r 
steamship lill l'.~ bct,we<>ll Norway lI!HI forej~>'11 countries a.re in 
Norwegian hands. During thl' yt'a~ It!71- lo, the Illlnulll 



lIverage t,ol1llag" "f Illl th~ stt'llltl~hips 

wherf'of o nl), Hi ",I! t'arril' d Uw Norwt'gillil 
were .1 ,! 17-1-.00tl. whert'Of M!".'" ('a.rrit'.] Illl" 

!'uu'lvd I\"a.~ HII ,IM)II, 
lIag : lint; in J.>,(!I.~ I.here 
Norw.~iall tlil;!. Of 

t.he t,oial t.olllmgl' t'Hh·l'.'d ill It;!)",. E,f; ", ,, I\",:n' "Norwt'gian. I:! "/" 
Briti sh. 8 °/" DnHisk 7 '1/ (1 Swed ish . ..j. " " UI'I"IlHI11. I I ~ " " i{n"si;m 
and j<'innish, I ";" Dukl: awl t ,'~ "/" of otlll>J' lIat,iVllaliti.,s 

\VhCl'l'ila,;, IIbout thl' midtllt' of tilt' l't' l lhll'.'". ,1111.1' nH., Hlir,1 of thl" 
tOlillage that arri"".l in N"orw;IY, ("arri,·d t·; ll'.!.!'tI. ilt 1 ~"' (1 n holtt half 
canl!; wit.b cu.rgo. ,nHl ill l ~!IX nhw,st 1.11"0 ihirch. '('J, ;o " .. "",,1.-: I '~adug' 

Norwl' g'i:\.1I ports. 1111\\' as flll"lllt'rl.,·. un ' 1"'1" OIP most pilri '''illl.,.1 

TIi(· dl'l"eI"l' tl l"Ht " j' 01\1' r"T" i;':-ll " ' ,111111,' 1"/ 1" fn 'ltI J"';' I to 1",!Il" 

will a pp.'lH' frolJt I.llt' t:ihJe 1)1'1011" . gil"ilJ.!.:' tllt· \'lll m' "r ilJlporb ;1I,d 

I'XWlrt.~, a.wl of Ou' aggl't'ga.t(" '>"ll!lIJt-I'('" dllTiu;.:" tllns,· Y""l'~ : 

\'" I",' · i" milli"u", \',.r", .. j " ,,,ill; .. ,,", 

,,' k"""" J", ,,' ,,' k,·,,,,,"·, ,,' 
\.>ar~ ," ,';11' 

t • , - - , , 
"Il :," ,,\ """~,> " " ; , 

"""" :11 '>]":0;': " - ; ~ i " ~ ~ E 
" 

;, 
" ;, , • - > 

< - - < 0 

18,il :,;, ;,~l '" u . ~ !'·I .(I I~"' I "';, I :,"'.:: , I " ::;:1.11 
18;,(\ - l ilf ;,1-\ .1-1 ·17 I IU" .'· ! I-I,.,,: ~'!I J I,: •. :, , I ~, , :! ... r,!i 
HIli 1 - 'i·-, " 

, r" .r, r: ! I .' ; II'!!'I :,:. :!I I.:: 1;1::..1 :! I ;I.(; 

111(;(; _ ill 1(111..1 7;1.;1 I j;; . j IIoi~H; :.nu.,: I li .1'! ;ISIoi.!! 

J fl;l -, ' j:, 1:,;1.7 IUf •. :: :!:",! ' . ~, 11-1\" :!Ii;j,j I r,; .; .:;p , 
IH7Ii- .'IO. . 1;,11 . 1 10:1.1 :!,,~ I . '; IS\'''' :!"If.:: I :'!'.;I C:1~, .r, 

I t uvp.~a l'l\ from lhii-\ till!],: lhai t,h,' a';:J_:'r").!'l~i .. forpi;:11 f'om' 
Ulcree .It' N" rwa y sill,'" 11 ", fiflil'" 111111 1)("> 11 1lJ,'n ' tll,I.11 fj lm,lruplc.l . 

Rel!tth'el~' hJ lite pllpuhtiwi. it IJa ~ illfTe:I.,,(·J fr(lill k" . Iii 10 :!OIi 
!'t'1' illilHLitllut.. 

It lI.1~o a l'pca'\'1-\ t1mt. t,lw ill'P'-'J't:Lti"lI II:! s irwn'llsed to II lllTg't'r 

extent tliall the l'XportllU01J. l!:'Iped lllly " f lat.I ' . Here. hnwf: l'cr. 
two CirClilltsil1lw(!:; are especially wIH1.h y .. r I'Olll'litl eratiou. I II th e 
first place, D, larJ-,>'( part of tlw ~>TCllt Ilitf .. rt; IWIl hetwet'JI 'mr import 

- ,I I'''r the imp(}rl~, Ii1/' ,""It",,, r.:\\"('" ;, .. ' ,,;,kulal(~\ 1I("(·" .. lill.l:" I" Ih" 1,ri",,~ 

pre""ilillg e'lCh year, ,'" al..u Ih .. e~ ]tllrt ... ~in"" l~ jUI, for "x",",rll( I,.,rflr,· Il! r;H, II", 
Y!lltH''' IUI"c IlN:n ' ''nkuiat ",,] {r()lu. tl ... 1Iric"",, l,r" ,.;d li!\)( "]'''Ul 11<.:,:, 



lind our eX LW1-t tmdes. is {'M('rl~ 1 0," 11,(- prO<'eeds of the IIhip· 
phlJ-t, of which we havi' spoken :.1)(>\,\" Until till' end of tilt> 
eight ic8 it muy IJ~ est-iulIttetl t,hlll ill a lt·,·:t years thi'" (iifferencc 
has been covered. u few )"l'a, s IIIP .. iu.!!' ,, \, ,'11 g"h-ell tl Imrplus, 
while dnrin'Y the llUlt kn ,'I.'ars til!' IH'O('l'(o(!S from till' ~hippillj.(' " .' 
wcrc n ot. s\lfficit~nt to ,10\'e' Ih\.' (li tfcrelH'" IIl·t,Wl .... 1I the illlport tl 
and c:<portH. nut, here it .~ l lOHld h,· lIot l'C] til<tt t ht, illlPOrtiltiou 
of lUtlllnll uf pl'odudioll IIml ruw mllk'rillis IIH .~ iJl('rcas(o(i to u 

much 6"t'cllt.er ,-X I"lIt than the ilrlJl"rtlitiflll (If l,rtidt'S ,,1' C:Ollllu lIlptiOJL 

The illlPllrtil uf t1,~ tin;t kill,1 h:I\'I' :,,~!lW 111'. dnriu!-( tIw la!:lt tell 
years {from I1'iK~ to 1 ~!IXJ. frolll h . i)\UKKI.IMII' 10 kr. 117,1)00,OOU, 

thflSlJ of Il l<' lattRr kiwi fro"l kr, 1IJ8.1MJOJII)II to kr, W:l,unU,UOo, 
TllC i!UJlvrt~ fOl' prOilucl ivl' pl1rpo~l':; fl'(} 111 p"i!>!; I. .. J ~ ill n.J!!I't·r;cltte<! 
:!H u1u, frolLl IKil t" ISj ;1 :~:! "/'" fr'lIU IKi4i to lfo\so "IIi,,' tG" lu, 
ill I!'ISI; Hi "I .. , 1111 (1 ill I K~'~ -" :! "I ... of t.lw bAal ilHpOl; ,~ , TIli~ 

dt'" l'ivptll ellt is l'hil'll," (Owiug' io thl' g't"owth of Not'I"I'g inll inJur;try , 
JIIlIIUl-t ~ (If urt,j" It·s of ('Oll sl1l11pti"U nlllollllt n,"'" :1.:" ill l'," ,1;,1 iu t l ... 
scveliflit:R, to ah .. ut til t· S;lIlIO' '1l11l1Ltit,\' ;II, th,' ":\'tKirls, h i Ihis t'(o ll ­

u .. d iol\ it " l lOul (1. hOWt'vcl", 1,," k,'p ' ill willtl tklt Hll' !illi.! l' I'",IIl(;tin' 
inq)(lrt tH a {'prlaiu (·xt !.' lIt, j" ab" illl i il't'dly t'OIlSIlIII,·t1lhrtl llg'h tltt' 
tloltll .. >jj..,it, t'''Il!:lnl tll't.iOl I Ht' ;u,lu"lr;al pro,lu('ts, The t'III1Sll lllplil>1i .. r 
arl idt'8 i"f cU/led fol' t'II ,iv,"III< 'lIt allli lu xu ries Ita s a l:;CI ilwrt ·uF.<,-"(\ 
' Iui te ,'(IIll'IiJ l'ruhl,r Much r"l't:ig'1I c11 l'itul has ue"11 hn',.sh'd "I' lilt" 
ill ilHlust,';uJ " lltl')'I'ris, 's IUIlI [ 'I NIIl'\"";,{iull i!" v"l"rl rr"mt, arid 1JIUII[t'r ­

piLl bouds, Hull t ilt, hl1uks 11:1\'1' II Is I! ,11':1 I\' II "',rlsi.\,'nrUlo, forl'ig'1I 

eilpit~d into t,ILe ('\luutry , 

']' 111' J,.:'I'cat, lldv all C(' IJilltl l' 1,,1" N",'wq,!i:tll ,'Ollllllel'n' rrlld shipping­

.luriug- tilt' lUl(t j.{I'IH:T: tli pli iI!, of 1'''11r,~t', d ()~t'ly cUll1lecll'" with tht' 
t'xtrnort1imlry tl l·\' cltlPllL ~lI t of till ' wllrl tl 'x ('\Jmmert'(', :tlHl iuter­
IlIttiulUd inter{'OuTSI' d uriul: tht, samt' \.('riu,\. Ti le 1I1t'l'<':tlli,i1e IIHlrin<! 

uf tlu' world , ,IS rl'K'Irtis its dfl'Cti\"t' {'arryiug puwer , is now l~bol1t 
" \'1' t illl1!S III> iU IW' as it WII~ ill 1";-"', IUlil the t()tltl nuue of COin-
11ler cia l trlll1su,dions two aUII \, ha lf times li S ~rt'at lUi it WllR front 
1IIJullt j :< 4IO t.u 1!:!4ii" ~'I'OI1l wllat IIiIS lJ\'t'!l st.au'{l hefotc, it, tl.p petl.r!:I 

th:lt t ilt, lo'tl lllllll'rce ami sh ippiu,!!' o t' NorwliY, tLkclI on the whole, 
h ilI! not Ollly lJeen able t,o kt~ll P Pll('f' wit.ll t.lliil l'apid d evelopment 
of till' worM, bul lm s ( 'WII math· a r tlhdiveJy lHure marked progres~, 
(.,lUI' (,(lIll Ulerce is now mOT!' thuu tilr('t' times a s large us it WliS 
in tilt' lind ]wlf of ti re :;ixties, IUIII our effcctiv(' tonnage i !:l nine 

tilUeK ltJo. l llrg{' as it WitS ill l ~flU, althollg'h eveu at tluLt time it 
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WIiS cHlIlpllrativeiy illlpvrhillt. 0111' f'ilurt> Ilf tlfl' wholt> W{lrl<rs 
lIlerclI.ntilt> lllllrill(' wus at that ti lpe abOI1I. :2.7 per eellt. in 1 ~7!1 it, 
h iLd incremH.,d to :).7 Iwr .. cnt, but afh'r thllt p.>rilltl il W,I" for 
sOlli e time reiativt'i.,· r e<lm· .. '<.l Iweaww. <II; Hll'utiool"'li 0111\"11'(', WI' 1111.11 
lIot yet. COlIlllH'Ill'I','! to !I('tjuirt' sft'!l.lIll1hil'~ to allY Iar~I' extent. 
Siuce 18!-'4i WI' 11;1.\"1', ill HIllI· l'esPl'cf., kept li p hl'tter with tILt; 

d('v(~lopml>nt, so tlwl "m nl{'rC;llltilt, lIla l' illt~ has Illlliullliut.'ti it~l'lf 

at u hout fl "/" rof HII' lotHI flt'('1 "I' till' world 
Amullg' Spt'ei<l l ea llscs of tlw a.d\'fUl\:(·IlI"Il I. IIntil'l'aLII', as f:11" a,.; 

Norway is 1'''111'1'1'11(,1. durin!! the l:t,.:t, hvo .!!"l1l'l'afioIlS, we m n,,\' 

part,icuinrly IIl!'lItioll Ihc n'lWld of t.lw Hriti,.:h Nal'i:.,ratinH Ad, IhLtiUg 
from 1 ,"{:IO, hy wlli,'11 "Ul' \'I'S~I,Js l\"l'n' all"wl") ft'I't' '':In'.villg" I·rud;' 
betw.'ell British 111,,1 ,.lill'I' fo)reil.:'ll 1J1lrl,.:, a lit I Ill\' I ilwrll I t ' liStOlll)1 

po!iey "f (;rt!al Britu i ll ;!Ild 11'.·jllllll, wilil'h It",.; ' Jilt ... 11101'(' maul' 

tilt"W I'olllltrit)l'! t h t' I'hi"f {'ust,;m(>1' fl'1' OUI' ,'xp"rt. wlli le IIU t'X­

tr<:IIIC pr()tt'I'tiolli.~1 )lillie,\' <lurill}! tlu' g-r":lt,'r part "f t il!' tirst half 

of t,III.' c" lllnl',\' !Iad eOIl,~i.lvraltl." 1't'dU"t,tl ""r 1'1'<'rillllsly H(Jllri~hing­

trade with Gn:a.t Brilaiu T!t~, ,:sI'e,,' i;J!ly fnrlllll'ult le .'on,litioIIS 
of tit!' lllark(,t dlll'iu}! till' ,r~'uI's 1,",;10 -.. ;,1; als,.., g-av,' a g-r!'llt. illl­

pillsI' to tnll' ,'OIlIIIIl'I'I" t ' au,] Sllil' piu;!, Hwl Sllllll't lli ll;! siBl illlr "1111 
III' slIid of tht, t'OUlIllt'lIl'I'IIlClIl ttl' thl' ":('I,t'lIlil'l>. H CI'" shonJl1 also 

be m('"t,j""t'tl. la ,~t hut Hot l .. ,l.~t., tIlt' 1·'·JlII1.ut,I"lI which til(' Nor, 
,,"l'g-iali S("llJl" 1I hare eal'lll'tj fill' <I hi lit,.'" awl h"lIl'sty, iHSl'irillg' ull 

{;OIllIlIt'l"'ial nali""lIs willi t!w t'"utitit'IIl'" thai I,!wil' g'o(,d,~ :Ir., ('al'l'­
full y alll] l'uusl"iclltiollsl,Y tl't'Ht),d ill Olll \·,'s,.:"b. N"I'I\,I'j!iilH SelUIlt'U 

u.re also VI'I'." II1w'h soug-hl, :Ift"l" 10 IlIilU f"rl·~i.!'ll \'t.'ssI'/s, ;L1It! 
now, as ill pn,rjllils bUI"s, /IIII' ,"';tlll,'11 hrill}! h"lIllur tn i ilt' Nor­
We}!ili ll Hag-. 

TI.lf' (it'veluI'uwllt of our ""llIlIH'rl'\, <I1I1[ Silil'Vil1j.{ lwf' 1I0t 

pl'og]'(~s~ed P\'~ld.V" 1'rolll "iI" ,n'ar I" allo;h"r, hut ha", 1"'1'11 rat.her 
fhwtw~l i llg- 'L'hus fll<' ,VI'<lI'S I~:-,j ,!.lId lx;,~ , ('",,,,,d:d l,\' til\' in.t.l,!r, 

,'1ltow :1 lk{;n~a .. '!I', tlil' l'eu,~lIl1 wlll'l'l'lIf IlIlJ~f dti"i1J IJI' ~ol1g'ht. ill 
the great ft;uropcall 'illtl Amt'riclliJ l'olllluI:reiul erisi", whil:h occurred 
in 1857 . 'l'his ('ri"is, j,"Wl'l'ilr, had ratitN ii , favoHl'ltLI, ~ thlw an 
Ilnfu.vl.l!rahle intlul'll\'C ~'II Norwegian trade, hL"(:a.llS(' till' rpsult of 

it WU.~ that. the Norwl'j.{iull \;ollllllercial life whi\,!t had pr/!vioUl:!ly 
beell largely d(,(lendellt Oil foreigll balikillg'-hOlU';"I;, uow g-nJW llIore 

ind{ll)cnacllt. This ~'1'~ater iuucpeuJenc(> ()j' ollr COllllnerciuJ life 
was a.lso pn.rHy brought u.hollt h~' the (Ievclopmeut of "ur private 

bn.nking-i1l8titut,~1¥" our wholesflle toultue!cc lI.ncl our shipping', 
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During" the sixties nUT ccmuucn -e 011 the whole incrclI..8ed , 
the import ... having hJ"Out" up in.ltl kr. li'J.UUO.UOO ill 1860, to 
kr. Jl)n.UOO.UOO iu l KiU, I\.nd th e I'xpmi.o'l from kr. DO or t"jO.OOO,ooo 
to kr. ~ 1 .OOO.UUtJ . Our shipping- durin;! tilt· :;lIl11e perioil rulLde an 
extreu lely rapid adrancc. our mcrCHlltilc II,uriu(' hllving- ir,(' retlied 
from :1;10,000 reg-ist.cr t.OIlI> t,(J r.1MI() ,O(lU ~ons. 

Aj. Ole hegilluing" of t111~ se\'('utit'S Ol e t.ill1l.'8 were Ulmsllall.y 
brilliullt. alJll o llr illlpvrt ami "X PPft III 1874 relle!I(.·d t he 
hitlwt1A' lIn know ll liJ.{ures of kr. l ~li JHHI.O()O ami k r . l:tI .OO().lNJO 

n ,-spI·\,ti\'E-Iy. 111111 tlw a;.,,::-rcg:~~' H III \ llIllt of ("1)Jlll ll erCt~ (~mse<lu ' mtly 
kr. 3U7 ,OilO.()()O. whill' ollr ,; l. il' l' ill;! :I t. 1111' sallie time hroug-h t 
about kr. liU,UUU,oOO illtA.t tL(, ('lIlIlitry, Our mer(':lIItile murine 

lit the l!xl'i rlltiOlI of the RRIJlf' Jt!HI' alll""llt.l'.l t~1 U117.0nU f.ous . 
Dnriug" the Ia.tter p:t rl of tI ll' ~('\'cnti. 's . hflwtw(~r, tinu~ wt!rc .l e, 
pr esl'i(,ll. nuJ til l' a~ ... ,..;'rc~ratt' lUiIOllllt 01" l'UII IIII l'fl'C' ill 1!37!1 w e ll: f]IIWl l 

1,'1 1.:1", ::I::! I ,OO(I,(14)1I . ~~"ert 1"111' 1I1\'j'\';Ultik lllH\"inc which , "inCI' \ Rtli. 

Ilflll J.{l'OWH witilont int-crrllpl-ioll . W:l .~ S()III' ',I' hat 1"('(1 11cc(1 ill l l'i 7!1 
(from l.fI2 7 ,\1(14 1 to 1':1] 1,(14)(1 tOllf;). 

Hil l\1l' tI \Ul, t iult' COlldilj,," s lta\'" aJ:OlilJ challg".'t:l . Aft~'r "lIlllIt· 

ilflPI"')\, I~II\HIII in ti lt' heg-iuuill;.! "I' t h~' \'il!htil'S. then' ('lI llll' SHlll l' 

ycurs of .if' lll"t'ssioll. l'Spt'\'iaIlJ wi t.h rq::IJ"(1 I" :o; iJipping". Thl' .\"t'l lr"l; 

JRR.R am1 U~l'tn a).f.till 11Tf11lg"1Jt. IwltC'r 1·"".lititlIlS. Dnriug" the last. 
1l11'lItiou,.\1 J"l'a r 0111' "OUlmefl:, ' \"" ;11,111, .. '(1 thl' Ii.~url' kr. )I:!4.0iJO,UhO, 
;[,11<1 0111" 1l1I ' I'(:l\tltilt' IlHn'illl'. whil:h. ill t il" eOllll'St' .. 1' the l' i~hti l'I' , 

Im,1 IlIwll/,II .. ' .] cO IIsitkrabl)". rea(,he,l t,}I" li:';III"I' flf 1,lill .IIUII 1.0111'. 
wil('n'of 1.44:1.01141 t()l1~ Wl'l't' ]""I!l·\'~\·IIt.·d by .~tJilill:: \' l'~ .. wll' ;1 Ill} 
14il-l.OOU t.IlIS by SU':lllI Hhips . 

TIlt, SHCI'I!\,d ill g" .\· CiU·"; ( I~~IU- lio\!jf) l \\, \ '1'0', Oil tLI' wlloh,. II 
IIl' r iOlI !If ('()JIlIl II'rdal rlep n-ssioll . ( ")lllllwrl'ial tra.llsadiolls, how· 

" Vi 'l. illt 'rl'ascd t ..... kr. ;.I:13,Otltl,(I(HI ill 1~~11. 10111 .Iuring- the folluwing­
IlirCI' YI'Il)'S till',\' rl'lIul.ined iJctWt't'1i ;mo alii I ;~II million kr . Tu­
wards the c ud uf 18!lfJ. cOlllll)crdal Hr, · :tg"llill bl'g1U1 to Te\'ive, Iwd 
COlnllmr"ill l t.l"lUl~Il('ti on!i , .11lrillJ.{ t·II(' 111l1 1sIIaIJy fR\'Ouru.hle aud brisk 
ycur,; . I ~!'i awl 18!lfl. reached :1 Ili ),.-Iu'I' point. tluw e \'er be­
fon'. l 'espl', ~ti\'\'ly kr. 4:3 1.400,()O(l lillli kr. '+3!I,{X)O,OOO. (Cf. the 
f"llo will1t djll ~:ra.1U 8howill~ t he UP\'o'\Oplllent, of our commerce aince 
IH7\1). Unl' Rcef of sailinA"-VCfj.llelH reaeilt'd its highest. point, 
1.:Jl.I)\.(lU(' jm ls. at th~' 11J1d of 18!IO : 11111 it haN a,gain gone down 
to 1. l tl ,UI)O toilS !lince th.u\' tim". Ull UI!( :uunt of the numerous 
l>hipwl"t~'kiI. allli lw-CHliSC trlldin;: with ~lUi lill~·ve8iel!:1 does not at 
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prCfJ(, lI t g'cucl"ally pa y I'X('l'pt fo r 1,,1lg' r(!y ;l~l' ~ . 'I'h.· th·d .. f st "ll1l1-
ships durillg' till' !Jill<' .1'(>11 1"";. 1.'i!IO - !.IX. has g'1.>111' li p 1'1" '111 HiH.!JtlO 

t" +;1.'i. 0( ,~~ h 'lI S. 'fh ,' tH j ,ld ('11rry illg' pO\\"I ~1" (s,'" l "' ;!I' -ll f)l. wllil"il 
from IH! 12 to IX!14 r.'llIuiJU'1i allJl~'st um·hall,:!"d. Iw~ siu, 'o' tllll,j 

ti m!' inCl'l'lIs(!(l fr""1 i.tii.OIIO tlll iS il t . ill! ' lo<,):iu lIillJ,.( "," 1 !-i~I;- , . t" 
:!.Ii!Hi.iH)O t.ms a t nil' hq,rilillillg "f 1.'i!I!I. a p"illt II!,,'I'I" l",r"r.' 
readll'd. 

IV. PRINCIPAL ARTICLES IMPORTED AND ~XPORTED. 

A. IMPORTED GOODS. 

'floe gomis illLport~'d IIlIIy 1 .. , ,lj"j,]cd illt .. two "h id' g'l"nLiI'S 

ll('eordillg: to tlw ohjl'vt of tI,(, i'"l'ud:atil!!I. i/l(llfIrI.~ .IiII' "fJlIsIIJII/,hIl11 
IlIHI iW]JI'rh- fur 1i/l"II(jS(:,~ ~r pr/J!llltfiMI, Duriug' till' ,1"1';11' I H! IK il S 

lllCntiOll t;'d a,boVlj, goods WCI'I~ iUlJ,,,rtefl for ti ll' 1'1)1"1111.:1' p ll rp"1'iC t,c, 

the yalne of ler. Im~ , ll\)il , tlOO (f,X u/" uf till' total il tlJlorts) 111111 fill' 

the hlttt~ r pl:.rpose, to UIt' vldU(~ of' kr, 117JHH),OU() (-l:! "/to). 
Among .tlw articles of C(IJISIIUlptioll. tilt· (l.dici!:s I{ In,,,l and 

flrink arc of thc gr('atest importll.nce. III the )' t'lJ.r s l HWi to 
uno, we imported , 011 1m ILyeragc, of such goods tu a \'alm~ of 
kr. f>2.00(J,OOO, and in 18!lb of kr, !17,f)()O,OOO ; but tht·ir rut.iu to 

the total import of the country has gone dowlI from ;l:! H.-I> to 
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3h 0/... which im1ieut.es l ~ (:ollsider a.bll' incrc:tsP in the nu.hlO1m1 

weu1th . Nearl)' half the yalue of th, ' art-ieles of food uml drink 

imported it> re prescllt.e<1 by err(>III". whi(· tJ. i ) ! 1 R!IH, we imported 
to the mine of kr. ~i")lIOO.OuO . 'l'he i Hlp~,rt"tiol\ of J..,'1l.1,in is Il.t 
prcsent much more exttm."ivc thu.JL ;11 [l1'<:\'iol1.'; tiHl(,~. not only 
a,bKolutely. buI, :I\so rcll~til'l'I 'y to th,' size of l'opuiuJion, bll,ving 
increu-Kt>d from i.400,OOO bUl"hl" ls pi busb('),; per ill habitl~lI t) ltbout 

the J l:lal' 17xO. llllc) all a\'l~ ragl' "f -I. ,KIIU.OOO hUKhels PVI bushel 
per inIH~bitilll t) dllriug" th, ' y ,~urs 11:1:-" · I l>IliO. to 1:1,f)()(J .OOI! 1nu;hcls 
(7 . lil h1l81U'1 pcr inlmhitauf ) ill ! /{!'H. or tl lC ~l'rll ill impo rt,·tlltoout 
the .rea r I7HII. :m 0/" "",(11I8il)l(,1 "I' ha r lf'Y. :1:, Of., of nuLl!.. u.ntl 
2!1 "/v \If 1) '(' : ami ill t1Hl ti ftit's, ,u. "/" (If r,n', -to 0.:" o f burley , 

i).2 °/v " f rye fluHr. aud ;1.1' "I" " f wlwilf 0 )" wllt;,a! floul' . 111 JtSfll-t , 
-til u/" WWi rye, :m ufo har1I'.v . :4 .: 1 ".'" Wllt'ill lin u!". Ii .!) \1,"" 1".\"1' !I(lIIr 

IUlII ~ . 4- tile. wb eat. 
N, ·"t ill illlpOl"f.;nu..:t' are .rJ ro/"'I·i,'.~ "t" whidl, il l Jri!ltl . WI' i lll ' 

portl '(l fo r au IUIlOUllt of kr. :!·Li,OO.U(M), tllr"l' fourths of which 
urI' rcprl's l'lIt~', 1 h.v ",H'Cl' awl '''11g"1l 1· . 'flw "<lllSlllllpt,ioll 1)1' t hl'S'-' 
:J.rt,it'les, 111)(1 l ',; rlt-'l'hdly "I' SIl ;.!"' U·, ha:" )..'1'PiLtly ill ,'r"ast"'(1 in till' {'!HIt'S(! 

of t Il(' la st two ;,:-t! ll,'ra.tio ll ll . T ill' iUlpul't (Jj' SII)!ar IIt'r iuhuhiilult 
i ll Jl'iHb wa,; olll .v ~.;I Ill,; .. ill J ~:"I, fl ':. l it,; .. i ll till' :<twcnties :lud 

t:i ).:'hti('~ . allOlil 1\1 I" I~ Ibs., ill \ :-I!lll. :!u Ills . <l 11'\ i ll \ ~! I~ , i~ S 1Il1l/·h 
a.,; Buill!; 'I'll!' "rit'l' of ." II)~1l1" hUll g"OIlI' , ](1\\' 1, ,·olls idl'rHhl'y. n ('in' lIUl ' 
St:IH('C wl,id, i,; la.TJ!l'ly ,IIII' ttl ~rr('lIt r(·dnl'i iolls ill tht' ,Iuty at 
UU.l UCg"illllillJ;.:" nf tilt, Il ill,·t,i, '';. 'l'll l' l'lnl~lIllll'tit>ll vI' t'ldf"l' per 
inllid.l itullt ill I~Hil WII.'< ollly :! Jh.~ . , ill ISi ,H. ;\ I\},; . amI ill I H! II"! , 

[J 11,,;. Th ... t'l>HSIUllptioll "I' t oha l'l"l per iuhahita ll t h:,s WIlle down 
from :!.ti Ih~ . ill thc SC\' c:lties to [ .I"! It. . rll1rillg" rC(:l'llt )'t:>lU1" 

Of II rtid~ o f fooll :t lltl drink "tilt' r limn <.-cn 'a.ls llml J.,.,.oceri ~, 
NorwllJ, ill IRnK ilIlporl;( ... l fvr kr. :!7 J I4 IO,UOU, wlU'r(>u f kr. l~,I;OU.OOO 

ar,' rcprcllt.'nh'tl h,v lmillml p rHll11l·" . al1,l I .I"! lIlilJ iOl l kr. by winefl 
allt.j ": I'irils. 1'h(J IUJlIlla l import vf llwn t am} hlwon hWl ri~ll 

ht!t.Wl'Cll JKHI lIml ]KK:>, fT(lIll O,-tI"1 to 1:-1,000 tollll ' wcight, or 

from 4- .D t~1 I .il "lillioll kroll cr . 

Of f(did, '~· '!t" dnthill.f/ uHfl "tile!' Sillli l lU' g-OOd8 tllU importation 
ill t"lU.1 ,n 'arll 18!i!;-~- 1 8jO avcrag-cd kr. 14.01)0.000, a.nd iu 1SnS, 
kr. ;li ,OCII),OOO. chiefly t.extill' ~oods. Compared to the totaLl 
import. tlli.~ J{rflnp of u.rlic::J\"'s hilS rcnmilmd alm08t unch~, , 
g-cuernl1y bt.·t.Wt!e1l 13 Ofu tLud ] j 11/.... The chief textile ttrlicleli im· 
portt~l were woonen a.nd <.-ottoll ~'()Ofl H. amI y arn . 
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IMPORT OF CEREAL S. TEXTILE GOODS AND GROCERIES SINCE 1870 . 
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AIIlO1Ig- :uti .. lt,,,, :.i· C'(~lI~ UI"pti"1l w,· S!U'l ll.j 1,1,,,, IIH'llti "11 IWIISt" 
Ito}'·l g-ouds ami fUI'nitl1r. ' . whi .. " w,' iHII'0rt~'d to 11· t,otlll \'aill" 

.... f kr. :!:!,tlllfl,OOIl iI' l~!l." 

I f w,' IInw tUTU to tiro' WiJ'"r/S ./i.,. jI/"IlIllIdilJll . w.' !lot.i.·" 

ihaf· tilt' g-n'lIt.I'!" 1'111-1 "I' till' \' .rlu., .is rt'I'J"(·,.:,'uted loy ,','If I,m/f'.,-iftls. 

1;hflS" ~ alll:'"nt,illg', ill JX~ IS, t., kl'. 7H,OOO,lIO(I. whitt-' k1' :!:!.lHH),tltlll 

:lr.' rt'I'l"t's\~ l lt(',1 l,y IlIlI('hill(''': (111<1 illlpl l'lrll'nt~. k!' . I~UHUU)(III loy 
s llips, :1I,d :!. ~ luillinll "r. loy 1I:I,nil :4,.-,rt's. 

AlIIolrg' rll\\, !l!ld'·riill.~ WI' 1Il 1l-,\' espl'l;i;tl1,Y 1l1.'Ht,j on "old 
(kr. J7,i)(!O,(IIl(11, l,illi~" (lud "kill": (h ,,';)1/(1,/.)01)). irtlu aliI! SII>j,j 

(kr. >',1I1JO,lIlIO.', rail" III:ll e rLd '! for' texti],' ilt,lustril''': (i,.H IIli1lion kr .• 

("hic Hy cotioll. W((O] itll,1 h~·llll'). petro],"ltrI. 1.'1:. .... PU\ ltli llion h.) 

and !temp-s,,\ ·.I .oi 1. Iitls"I,d oil. ..te . (:!.;; !ni llll'l i In' ). 'It is of 
parti("lIlar int.cn -'st to f"ll<)w t.l,,· dl'H'] ()[llIll'l1t of tilt· 11111)'01"1 of 
eoul, whi ch ltr:IY s~.'r\"(' :l.~ :I ki!1!1 "I' illrl·"III1'to.::r "f our ill<llIstry. 
]IJ l H, lfl WI' ollly illl]lortl'd ti.IIIMI tOl lS or ('oal. lIut, in 11"0;111, 

lUnrl' thatl ..Ji,tll/() tom;, ill lk,iO. l ~l-),UOO t"tlS, ill IHin, :!:,O,l)UO 

fons, in J~~(). ~'jtl,LMI() t'IJl _~. iu 1"~1(1. 'j "-7.tIl MI t()ll .~, alltl ill lK!/K, 
1,2Gil,(JOO tons, 

'1' 11(' i lll l'or-t of irou ami sh."1,j has al"o illcrca,.:",1 V' : I",)' HlU<:lr. 
anJ sfill IUOl"l' {h:lt " f itlumill/dintl lIik of wlridl articl", w ", 

only illlported llbollt :!IJ tvns per annulII ill tlH~ tiffie~, ill PHf) 
5,000 tOilS, in LI-'H7 a.bout ..J.O.O{)O tnns. ami in 1 HHK lwmewha.t 

less --. '17,000 tons. Of llt~1l1p , Oil the other llllnd, we now 
import not much WUTe thau in the fifties, u.ud less Iha.1I in tlll' 

seventit'8. 
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Of steUlIHmgines, fot'om(Jtilif:.'· lmd ot\wr nmchiner)' we im­
ported ill IH97 for 7.1j million. [HId iii 1~n8 for !I million-llJ{r. In 
the fifties !tlld Rixties W(' OIl]Y illlplOrt~~d for u, few hundre4 ·tpouiatld, 
kr. of fHlCli JJolJds. and ill the ,'lcvcnties .tli~l (,igohHes for s ', eouplil" 

of lIliUiOlI kr. 
Thp. folluwing diug"t1l111 ;;hows tIl(} \",JIlC I)f emf illl.port 91' tltW, ma.­

t.eriuJs am] l~chjJl~s uwl uf otlr exporbd.ioIl:\ of iwlll fl triat pro~tict-H. 
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Of 1:(~~'s(" .,· . Wt' 1.)( llig-llt h"tll :luroa.d , dnring" lhe _yt'ar~ IR!l l 1;(, 

ltSn[>. i,n an ltH'Tng-c f;l-\';~OO reg-isti'r WllS, nud lH 189H, 1)IU,000 

regi4(·r kmfi. "f which 70.i"lOO register tOlI~ are rcpr('sclJt-t'd by 
stearusl lips. 

Of lIIallllt"w.;turC'li 'lIw(n,' llO /)Ck·. when .. ~ ,r a· pllrt is iududl'fi uuder 
the IlUOW'-UlClltioIlWl ll c:HJ ,·f housdlOld goods, th~'rt> wu~ jmported 

a toutl Ilf som{\what mort! Hum 2~ million kr. ill 18! IS. chiefly 
irolJ h~)()ds . Duriug" the .p~ars 1 ~1il)- - l,siO, til{' totltl lWlOuut of 
iJlI'illQX.l1t of ItlHllufa.et.lIl't'd !lld.ul g-ood~ was 0111.\' ;~ or 4 milli(lll kr. 

B. EXPORTED GOODS. 

TimL(:r awl fishery jlroducts are HOW. as formerly , (lur most 
import:mt. articles of export. A t hara.eU>ristie fi:'u.ture, however, 
."If Ollr (.xport trade of I:tt(' ha..;,J bt'(,11 the"cOllsta.llt lind very ru.pidly 
growill~ ('x port.· of industrial pNldud.~. Of the totnl value of ex­
P()rt~ ill lk!l~ - I!)!l m.illit'm kr . • - [ l!) million kr. are repl'('sented ' 



by timber and wood",!) good!!, 1011111 -l:) lIlillion kr. u~' fi sher} 1'1'0-

dllc~;>' thm; toget,her ti:l "/ " of the whoh> expurt. Duriug t he nvp 
yeats ).871 to I R7:") .• til(> IIlllillUl t>xp!lrt of tiltlut'r al ld woodel l 
::,'"OOds amounk.'{l to Ji"l million kr_ , amI t,f ti:-;hl'I")' prodm,tfol t~ , 

-1-2 milliun kr .. Ilu~king" a tutal "f ~:! u!" of t ilt, wholp ('xporis. 

,From IBQ I t6 Hl!lfl the' tigun·:-; \\','l"e -l-l [lull -1 :1 will i"" kr. all,1 
4i7"",0, reSI)ecti\'eJ ,~ 

Utiwr ;~(;rt; \H~n': 

~""wi'j/;i"" 1't<"I,,,,'~ 
"r "j.(I·kultllrt' "uo! ";0(11" ,.,,j " ;l\j.o" 

s,-"Iiu)!:. wlo"liuj.( a".( hUlIti,,;.: 
mining ,on,) ",;",-";01 ;"'!"~'r .... 
i,'" "It· 
"1';u"in,.: ;0,,,1 w"'''';''g i,,,I,,,,, r.,­
"tJ",r I"""H'I,,-~ "r ;",r",'I!'.,· 

]."""' -;.1:'11 g,""i.' . _ 

I~,I "i 
,,"""-"g<"l 

:pm 

I.i,:' 

,_till 

:l .t;] 

~.:I r, 

:' .',H 

~, il ii"" 

11'1\)1 ~I', 

('''', 'n,j.('·' 

11,;.1' 

:1.14 

\'J,l1 

" .1 :l 
H. t\~1 

!:I_U:\ 

I.,"""'!' 

IXU" III\ I~ lX\ I~ 

I :t_',:1 1,-,-:1,; 1 If •. , 1 

:l_ll;, , :t -',:1 • :'.,;1 

11 .i,:l . I 11_7!1 , I :I.:I!J 

,L-I :1 H. j~1 ! OAti 
II.:!!; 1:!.:l4 U .\Ii> 

I (),t):l KO;! '.XfJ 

'['b t , total l'X I",j-t ,If NOl'l\·(·g-ia.11 ilHlllslriul 1'1'<"l llI"tll, illl·l uui llg". 
,U'I\ln~~t , "ther tltillgs. w(,,,d pnlp (d:nis!'d :d'"n' U.lI lOltg- wOOI).'11 

g-ood!;). but le.wiug' oul of "OIl1,i,)"r;ltioll (lrtlH~t'd ,1"ltli:l a.ud IlOllrll ... 
ships. li,,}I-oii amI Ui;u'g-arim' _ .. iJI~· r";, .~(·d hdwl'PI) ] I-j';/ lUlU I S!l7 
hom J l /~ to f)O.-l williull kr . IlIlt. ill J K~IK \·'I·llt. ,Iowil t.o 4 t./: 
million kr. (ill IKj"I, ]Kj"7 W(~ (·xportt>tl of filiI! kiutl uf ;.: .. od~ , (1/1 

au an:rage. for 10 million kl', hOiIi 1!'il'Sn t<) l):!!iil. ro,. :!'i.7 Uii lliui, 

kr. a.mi frolll I I:\! i 1 to I K!Ii). for il'j.ti lJIil1ioli kr.). 

'fl'e ex por!' ()f timliN', ill 1)<~1-"i. 1t.1I101IId.,d to H!I,700.00IJ "uhk 
fec~. rel)resentwg- II. rahw .. 1' -1-0 willio1i kr. As far ml qmlllt.it.y 
is t'(IIJccrI!ed, we t'xp-ort cd al l lJOst twir-e II!'! Jlllic h Uf( in thl' f()M.if!H*j. 
hut s(,mcwhat. l~s tJuUl ill t lte lirst JHLlf of Hw Ij,'vt'llties !I-ud 
ra.ther more thall t,he a.veTilg"e for tin' year~ / 10\1"\ 1 t~) IX!l7 . 

Of Jate years. between one thinl u.nd tine fonrU I vf tile timher 
luul b/..~n export-ed in the 1l1Ol!t refilled. COJl(1iti0I1, lllunelJ us ul'(>fI!:Ic(l 

*) St.<: JlIIge -H~: fur till' "xl,urt vr till\l ... r du.ring th.- 11;111 lOud lith Cell· 
turil"', p. 408- 40\1 ; I"r tha~ o( th,- ~· t~lrl! 1&1~ - 00 I'. 411, 
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dea1~ and hoal'l.k Tile export of this kintl of timber in 18!IR 
IUU()\Il1ted tt. :11 , lIiU.O()(I cubi(, feet . while fJ"('lIl 111.71 to 1875, the 

u,n~rll.ge Wiliol (fill y 10 million cubic- feet 
fll tile libovc n~urt'" rcpre~ellting' t1w l'XpOl't of timber. some 

o rig-ilmlly Swedi "h limi t('l' j" illclllllc(1. wl,i, 'h Iws IIl1dcrj.,"QDe more 

or h·ss UJ:~lIipulil.tioll ill Norwu,y. 
Uuolcr th;;> Iw:,,1 uf woodell gondl; IIm"t lIe xt, btl melltion~d 

" ·fJ';l/~/m'lJ. all illflustTinl product whkh is of l'ecent orig-ill and of 
wlddl , us la.f t- i.R J~7i,. \\'" Oldy cXI'0ri:R.l Ki)OO wn!>, with a vnIne 
or kr. mtl,ooo. 1.1 1 I 88f. thi.~ export IHI~l ill(·n':I.~t'd to ~Il ,000 
lo" .~. ill IXni, to :] .. 1(;,000 toilS. lLllti lt! 18!18 to HlidlOO tOilS 
witl. :~ \'alul' tlf I j .il Illillioll h(lfLt'r. Or t his wb,l. ~m) ,UU(' tons 
was JUoi ,..t. IUt:Ch ;lUi~1I1 pulp (kr. ' .·l(XI.f..HJO) 111H) lil),UOU :W lIS dry 
CllClUicli1 pulp (h . H,fi(lO.UOU). whiJ...· tlry lIH'cha.1JimJ and moist 

t·hellli(!uJ pulp ""pre 01' It's>; illlportll.IH.:e. "If wu l el~ve tiwht!r ll.nd 
lifih.prwl!wt ... !lilt of (·ul1 siderll.tiOll. t.hen· is 110 Norwcg-ilUi articl~' 

of t!x\,ortution whkh H.t tlU-' presl;'lIt t.ime approadles woo,l ' l'u11' ill 
i ILl! .. ,rtu Ilt:e. 

'rurllin~ next to the oth t!1" laT~1..' "rum·1t ot Norway's export;; . 
.I;"h·f/I"udlu·k WI;' tilltl tilt' ilggTCWL~ "ahU' of t·llo8e t'xpori.o.'l in 
I H!IX ttl 1111\'t' 1"lt..~'II , a ... lwforc w(,lIt ioll t'"ll , 4-:, lllillioH kroner. to 
whit;h 11111.)' Ill' l1.dded O Il! ' HlilliilJl kroner 1"01" tinne<l g-oods, whie.h 
lIl"litly ('Ollsist, of fish \,rlJd\1ds. '!'he tish t!Xpnrhi of tht' abOVt!· 
lIIf'ntiOIl( ... l .,·car wt'rt~ (If ab('lIt tilt: ~lLlllt' ILlIIO\lllt a s th(' llverugl' 
(If til! ' lust :~n .'"\;,II /'S . In tI,,, iluliv j.hwI years, howC\'er. tllt.·r,' a.n' 
n t"tCIl "I'r), ~rt.·at IInctuat.inll:<, bot h as I~'gurtls Iinalltit)' 111111 priet!o 
COlhl.ure.1 with fmmer tiIU('S. (til t.il(' other haw!. I.hc li riht:r.Y ex­
POI"t.. Im\'l' math· ~1·,'u.1 I'rt):.:'rI!';:<. : llthllll~1t. 1"(·lati\'c.I ), t1pcltking, they 

Im\'t: a\wa.yri Lecll illll'ortalit. Til t, t!lul~' " . .J.:!7 Sll OWri the amount 
"f the Norwe~rilm fishery t'x pod s, lIS flU' as t h e lIIo!!l, ilOp<>liunt 
a.rt it-Iell u.rc cOllcern('ll , at variu lI:< times ill the conrse of the l'-.t.St 
:!IH.l yellr.; (for tht! .n·ill'S hefo/"t.· IXIi). howe"l·l". only from the lIlorl 
IIIllxH1:oud. plae·ex ,)f t'xl'ortj. 

11 .vill u", seclI 1'rf>t1l tlH' table 011 pug-e 4:![), t lmt our export.a­
tio" tlf the prod'II"_" ./holl fI."rllwflun; and ("(lttu!·rm:~·in.q hlUl ad· 
I'ullced rllpidly of lah'. u'~lIId)', frOIll Lardy 4 million kroner 
;ullluJ~II )" ill the yell ri-l 1 ~71-7f), to 15.7 million kroner in iJle 
.l'Ci~r 18m:!. 'I'hi.; illcrcUIi(' is especially due to tbe two urticles, 
uutter tIollll t:ondeulil.'il milk. (If which the exportation in 1~98 
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alllounted t" 1.: ,'. ' \.I;OIl.lIO(l ~1 .1111 kI-. 4 ,nllll .OUU rl'sl'ol'"th,'ly. ~I'hl' 

nml"l.( arillP (k l' 1,'\IIU.tIlH1) i~ l'IJ\lIIt>t'f1 11" hllth: !'. 

The ItJOst. illJPortilli1 (If thc "th~'J' arl i" 1,'S or ex poriH,j,i(1lI 
WCl"t' "a~'ki ll;!.]la1wJ" ' kr. 1<i,IOO,tIO(J ; r1<ill! to IK!ln. :H""'~Ig'I' on ly 
H}AJ(I.OUU); sh ips (kl· ... L7nO.!1I10. 11<i!I! tAl !~!I:) . Il.I; millioll kr.); 
ief' (kr. "' .• '141.0UO ; 1~! 1I 1-" r,,!Ii'I. kr. UHHI,I14,O ; th l' i,'1' Ill: trket 
iu IH!I" WlIS (IHHS II~dr r t'ilrOUI":I,bJ,-,) ; ,11"(':-Is(>(l :<t;J!'C (kr. :!.OIIf),OUfI) ; 

irtm illld slf:'d Hails (h. 1.1"14 1.0(0), m"'al ~ ,t.Jul OI",'S (kr. U;OO.lI()O); 
brall (h . U)OO.Ol llij; ('''l'I)I'r, .'t l". (kr. \.000.11110 ). I-'MlIlI' rly -.;.~ 

a]"O harl illl illll'orhlllt ,'xpl>l"ta.t.ioli 011' h~xtlle IlL,I!Jl lfa.ctun's 

PH!!! .. .. !Ij, a ll ;J.\'t'r;tg't' of 4.:' IlIiI!iou kr .. J l-I!lIj ··_·!1i li.l l million 
kr.), ",hieh a lmost. ,'x(·hJ.~i\"t'l'y W Cli t tf) S w<.',lt' J] ; ill tlw lII11uth 
of AUg-.1st I I"!I •. hl'II f:'I't'r. t ILt, 11111 1.1 1:11 e XClll p tj"11 f l·, .11I ,llltiel! 
which for H lou~ tillle hall l>e(' 11 g-ralltcrl hy NOl'll'H.y and f;wcdeu 
to dIll products of "( l' t~ rt~!ip •. ~tin' e< HlIltri<:s. e"lI.'icd ti) ('xi.'11-. ltll(l 

our eX llQrt,d ioll of t extiie mllnufu ct.urcs has 1lllW ahll"st entir(~l)" 

' I t" "(Im 1\,'r~t·n Im,;, -·· ~I~I. K ri~lian~"nd Jn~f;, -. ! 17. T rontlllj .. m IlIkU ·, ~2. 

84~J:IJ:1 . 

~'r .. m l:"',·gcn, TNllUlhj.·,,, I \ ,:!:I , '!luI Kri~ lian~,," r1 . 

'J nc~idt'~ 4·10.0410 ).("II"n~ "r "U,,'t M"lt li~lo. 

' ) I Po:!;, ·· 2'.1 . 
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disa.p pcllred. while our illlp<lrtu.tioll of (.lu~ ~ame cht.i!~ of goods 
frolll Sweden hw. come down hOIll llt!'arly kl". 8,f)()(lIJOCI ill 1896 
to J..-r. !IO().OOO in 1 t:WS. 

'l'iI\! following diagrlull ijl!(lIV!I the ' !I'VI110plllellt in our export 
of th tl lliost iru porhwt artir·jl's . 
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V, THE COUNTRIES MOST IMPORTANT TO OUR 

COMMERCE "J. 

'l~h , · ,'ouutril's tha.t al'~ of thf' Kl·"il tl '.~ t imp(,rt:I IH'l' 10 Lile 
(.'OUtUI"r,· .. o f NorwlI j", will "I' 1I1'1>!lrl'l1t 1"111111 the f(llJowill~ tabl~ 
gi viug" the ;werag" vlLiut' of the l'OIIll1\\'rCl' l'arried on with each 
of thelll in Bit, ~'eRrs .I 8(;\i-· .O. Ix!l l - !In H ila I)oIH"; . (See the 
tnbJf' lICXt. l'a~). 

It. will tlltlll be l"Ieen tlmt Urt!'ut. Uritll.in and lreh:l.ud Ml.d 
Gerllllllly 111"\: IIOW, lUI they were a g-encrat,ion H{.{IJ. unque!ltiolllLbly 
tilt' mo~t illll'Ortulit cQllntritJl:! for fUll' ('O llllllerc{,. The COlUmerce 

.. ) I n ~ lu(l.villJ[ t h~ "lm~m"n'" .nt! 111!11r,·.~ lon '~"l1 tod i" f1d~ dLlLI'ter 011 the 
;",.;; ... of tlw ~or\\"t·J..';'11I t"1)lUml'r;:inl "'nti" l!,, .. , it lI'lI~t· 10" k .. "t in mind lhnt the 
~"'OO~I1< lIT.' c"IL";'I ,·n~1 : .... IHl\'inx I_ n illll" ''' ,~ 1 tr"IU t hl' ,"1)U!\tt~· whelwo thoy 
IWC lilli' "" nt, tlm1 a~ h:" 'ing locell eX\lorl.,1 L(' II ... '1"1111 1'." 10 which th"y "'I.'rt! ft ru 

~bip 'l('d, "\"'11 if tI'f"''' I,,· Illlt lh,' " d"i nR' I'!:"''' nf Illl ... ;h" .... · ,'r thl! ihwl d(llltination . 
• 
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-
Vahl<: <of imlwrt~ ,'"Ill\" <of ,'xp .. r'~ T",,,I ,''''''In,'''',' 

Clllmtrr.·s (million>' "r kroll,'r] i ",illi"".~ or I; rmwr l l lnill i""s \If I;r"'lI' rl 

, 
~1~6!1 - 'iI' lH91 - ~,' . I~~~ I~,;r. .n 1~91 _ IKl l~"~ .1"'''' :,' I~'" ~", l~~~ 

f. Gr .. Brit . :!4 .7 M(.~ HI.O :!i.,; ; .[[, ,t. lil;:1 .tH,:! JIM:! 1·1;.;\ 

;llId 11'1'[ 

:!. (: ,'ru'"ll." :W.I fi( 'o4 Jol:!:! 1),1\ HU :,n.1 .. !. i -., . 
'.'" 1(1.-, .:1 

3. !'iw('(I"1I O.l :!Jol .; :!;1.1l IL2 :! ().i" J ;,,4 1:!.:\ ·1\1 ,;, :1\' .n , Hll~si" 7.fI ; hUI :!2.ll :Ui :u ·1,(: 1 1.1 :!2.2 
., .. 
~, . " 

fi. Holl" 'H[ Vi i'l.r, 1;t,0 1i .·1 '; .:1 0 .: \ !I .:! 14,Jol 2!.:\ 

G D,·nu,,,rk. I;.G [0, ·1 1,IA U 4,10 1\.\1 21.0 1;,.0 21.:\ 

7. B"lgillUl 1 . : ~ ; .l'i 12J, 12 1,\\ ,. -
" 2.'-' I:!A 1\1.:: ,. U.~ . . \IIl<' 

ri'·lI . U. I [', .:l 14 .2 /!,I 1,'-' : 1.:\ O.:! 11:< I;, " 

l'. F!'''lw,' :I .n ,-,,0 " .. 1 ".j i .l'i 1;'\1 12.(; 12 ,l'i I:W 

10. ~ I ';lill iUI 1I,!' 2..1 ii I:! .!' l'i .,-' n, ~, I:\.l_ HI.!l 

I f. Oll,,'r 

" "U lllr;.·s lUi " ,' \ •. ~I )I ~ I In ,:1 111 .. 11.1; 21'-2 

'1'",,,1 10 I.; 211.:! :!JolO.2 i:: ,H I:I:!. ,I I ;,~I.:I ],,-,.:1 :11:!.Ii ·1:1\1.;, 

with Grea l Britain, 1",wl'\','r. ha, .. d('I'I']"p"d 1':1,,,,1 \'1' th ilu t llil1" wil li 

GerllHIJI,v. ill a,~ Illu('l, a" t.he shan' till' Hritillh 1:<1,·" Inll',· ill "111' 

ag!-,rreg:ate ('ollltnerct: ha:< !.rOW' lip fro!!1 ~n , -I-" " lit 1i'1 ;1; io t(l 
:l3.:l o/{) in l H!I1'\, wh i lE~ t.hat. "f C:erullllI,l' haf<o ,onl." l'j", ·U 1'1"'111 :!:\,1'\" j " 

to :?-I-.O %. A" I'eg-ani;.; Olll' il1lp"l't.~, t.1l, > two ""1I1111'il's n)',' "il 

illJOlll I,ll<' sallll' l;on'!, hut H ,~ ;t lIwl'kd for N"rw,·~iil1l 1'I',,,lul'ls. 
Greal Britaill and Jr.-Jand 11·)'1' fn.1' :lht'Hd "I' nil .,till'I' N'lIl1t,I'i,·,~, 

as in IH!Jl"I no les.~ lila.1I -1-]./; " .'" 'if 01(1' t'X]!"I1:.'" Wl'ut to tlwl ,r:!llItI'Y , 

W(' llIay a,lso tl1l' lltioll tll".t U", ,'(llllllll'rt:e with HWt'd"II, "11 

accouut of f1lt' a.hovc-wt'nli('Ht!d ciHtIJ,!.;"J' ill 1111' ('u:< toJJl>! 1'<'llllj"l1s. 
was lIIueh ;i;malll'r in I H! Jl"I limn in tlt(' yeur illllI1J',lia,lt'ly \'I'1"'" ,Jillg' ; 

but it if! IH.'H'l-th e l ell,<; lin'g'~l' tlt:Hl it wa" :~u ,rear:< it~" . SWI',I,.lI'l! 

share in ou~ tot~ tI COlIIllHlrt ;.,' il.lIll'UHtJ),1 ill IHI;I, iO t .. 7 "I", i11 

18!11 - !1[) 1"0 l-1- .fi "; .. amI ill I~!JH I,! K!J ";',. 
D enOla-rk's Shlll'e ill 0111' \:{)Jllllwr Cl', 'Ill the (:olltrar)" was IIllIeh 

larger ir. l HtiG---70 tbau it i,~ now. E!sp,~ciaIlJ illl "eg:urd" tile illl­
ports. as ILt, thllt. time more than 17 "/0 of our import .. eU,IIU· from 
Denmark (now {lilly 5,2 o/u), and Dcnmurk, ncxt 't..! Eng-Iaml aml 
Germany, was tb~ mO!it import.a.nt country for our eommercc, 
Our trade with F-rtLllCe bas a.lso rehLt,i\'ei.v h'l'eu.tly decreased., t:!lped, 
u.uy a.~ regards e_"portl>. ThiH is ehiefly due tf) the prohibitory 
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customs tarif in France, for owing to this. our t'xport of timber 
to that country, which, Ilince the twenties. wa.,; of greut importance 
(see page 413), hlt.8 been h>Te:ttly reUu(':cd. tn IHliii we still ex­
ported 14 million cubic feet of timher to Fra.nee (value 4.7 llli1liOll 

kroner), but in 1898 o nly ..j. million cubic feet. (2.:! lIlilJioll knmcr). 
- The export of timber to Holland Y"ldch. during- the tirst. half 
of the l!nh century anti ('ven up to thc' beginning- of thl' !:le\'cntieK 
generuJly ~,mounted to about 7 01" 10 willion ellbic fe~t., a.luolluted . 
i'n HW):o\, to only fJ.!"i million cubie fC'Ct ; but a!< it now chiefl.,· 
t:onsist.s of S<lWIL or dressed g-oods, whih' in fOTJlOcr times it. (.'011-

i"isk>d mainly of ron~h-h(:wTl timber, tlH' vulue is not IIlllCh less 
thun it was in 1:-;7+, lwd is eVel] larg-t·r tllf1n it. wa~ :lO or nu 
Y(\lLrr- ago (ill lK4fJ, 1.7 milliOll hotH'r. ill I Hi-l-, 4."2 lUillioll kro!ler, 
amI in J X!-lH, )I.n milliol1 krulwr). 

Our tradE' with the United St.at~:s, parti(:ularly as regnrds illl ­
ports, Ilud with Bpig-i11lll, exhibit~ an espt~ciu.lly marked ilJ t:rcasc. 

With regard to the chief articlps of illJportlltion, wt' IIllL)" 
mellt,ioll that. of t,he ui"f"fIl" imporh'd. lLhouj, ha.lf {"(Hiles direct 
frolll R.ns!!ia (ch icfly fro\ll thl' port-H- 011 tIll' Black ~~kll.), rat.h er mort' 
than 01lC fourth fn)1n GE'rmany (to it ccrtu.i11 extent indirectly frolll 

Russia) IUld tilt' j'est· chiefly fl'om tlw [jniu."'I.i St.att'l!. D('IJII1Hrk 
and ROUlIllUJin . l'u:tilr: flooi/.,· lLrc chicHy illlpt'lrt.erJ fmill Gcr~nltl '." 

(espedltlly woollen goods) :L.nd Ureal, Hritaill (eiddly cotton awl 
woollen goods). Of the YI""I·I'l"ir." ratht'r lIlore UmH lmlt' comci'! fro lH 
HI~ rlll1l1l.r·. and .~()IIlt' frOlIl till' Nd.hcrla.lltls, LJre;Jt Britain. de. ; 
/"01/1 almost, exdusively from LJrea.t Brit:lin, l! ' lnlllfuct,lIre.l ;~lId 

unmanllfactllrefl 1II1"t1lls cllieHy frOlll Great Britain. Gl'rl ll :J.!l,'" Swe­
dt'Il, Helgill]lJ aile! H (,lJ.tud; s(('(IIII ... III)I-'· ehidly from (irelLt "Britain ; 
IIIw·him·"./! chiefl y frOll1 Germany, Ureal: :Britain lllld Swcdcu ; lIIelll 
and 1",~01~ from Great Brita-in, Sw(·(lcn, the UnikJ Stat ... !!, DI!ulTIark. 

etc.; IfiJII' chiefly from Germau,Y. Splliu, "F'mncc lUll! .Portugal. . 
AI:l ffor 1I.'l the exports Hrt> (:ollcerllt..>{l, lTlore {.han half the 

tiw/,(;1' (in 18!IH 67 \I f.,) gO':foi to Great Brit:Liu and ITf~IHnd . BelJ.\"ium 
and -Holland, in I~Hl"I, received n "/1) each , Australia 7 "h. Fru.nce 
Illid GernlRuy each :) Hi~. <tvd Sonth Africa. 21/1 "iu of 0111' exported 
timber_ Of wO(Jd-pur" two thirds go to the United Kingdom a.nd 
the remainder chiefly to France and Belgiulll . Of the .fi.'lh. W(Jdtf(;i.<I 
(in H1,H8) 2H uA' went t{) Germany, 1!1 Ujo to SwedOl, (chiefl y her­
ring), 'Hi % to Spuin (klipfisk), J.~ % to Great Britain Itnd Ireland, 
7 % to Holland, Ii 0J0 to Italy, 4'(t 01'1 to the RUl'lsia.D port.H on the 
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Arctic Sea Ilnd a"out, -l "/0 to the. rest, of Rns>!ia.. 0.4 °l f! -t-o Finland, 
3.7 % to Demnitrk. 1..7 Ofo to l<'raJIC'~ (roe). Of our paper expO)rt 
70 % went to the ' Uniu.,d King-dolll. awl SJ "/0 t.o Hu.mburg ; 
llaiU1"f11 btdt(,1" and ('Qlld('ll.~cd milk go aIm,,!>t excJutlivel.r to Grea.t, 
'nritai n aud ] rel liud. 

VI. OUR MOST IMPORTANT COMMERCIAL TOW~S. 

Of the ng/.,"Te~!I.te foreiJ..,'"ll COllnuer«p nf Norway in t,he )'l'lU'S 

J86ti- 70 about 24 "/0, in tH~J · --Hi'l ,\1; "l". ~II I Hfll -.. - !lfl . ,,), 2 ~·o 
aud in 1 8H~ 40 %, f t"ll to fl\(' shan' of thl' ( ~!l.llituJ , Kristin,lIia. 
while W o/~. Hj "/0, H OI" and Ii', ",:v, n'sl'l'cth'cJ.r, feU to BeJ'f,{ell. 
<lnd Ii 0/ <), I)l lt °11) , 7 ufo ;U\d I;'i ~ iI/" to Trolldhjclll. To thei>e our 
t·hrec largest tOWIIS there fell a per('l'lltag-e of +~jl / ~ ~)f onr t.)ta.l 
I'omrnercc from l ~t;t; to I t\70. an,l ,Jf IiI I j t ill 1~!1~. The importunc,' 
!.If t.he viI.nolls t.oWil S. iJOwen ·r. is Vl.'l'y <Iitfe-r"1l1' according to 
wbethf'I' we consider i!l; pOlt~ or "xpurts. 1Ilor'~ thall llll-if tiJ{' 
imports (o:! "/ 1') ill lxjlx f~ll to th,' :-;harl' M Kri4iu,nill, Iii .;) "/" to 
Bergen and li.li ", ,, to 'l'rondh,ieru, whitt' of the export6 only 1:-<' "j" 

fell to the "ha.I'P of Kristi1wia. l;~:! OJ.'" t·o ·lkr~l~n, lind li.7 "/0 h . 
l'rontlh,icm. As cxport t.OWIlS of I!~ peci al importullcc must ahw bl' 
mentioned the t i mh~'r-tnaljllg t".\\ IJ S of Fn·driksbvl ami Dl'amlllt.'n , 

which in exports exc('I-tl e \'eu 'J'rondh.icm N(lt. fa.r iJt'himJ Trond­
hjClU comes Kristi:uIsllIld , ehietiy rtmow!wll for if .~ ('x port of ilai t,cd 
and dried fisll (klipfisk j. F or import.s, ~t1I\' allg-I'1' j~ t Il<' IIHlSt' im­
portant to wn, nex t to 'l'rr)l1(lJl.it' lll (aJ) u,; .. j . 

All f(LI' as our ('bief a,rticlet; of t)Xport ute cOJl(:crned, it ImL)' 
,, ~ {If interest to uH,ution that. the )i.,hcI"N \'xport (ag-g-regat,;;> ll.mollnt 
ill '1f<~j B, 41i millioll kr.) chieti), tukl'S pl!\ cl ~ from Bergen (Jti million 
kr.), KristiansuIHI (a.bout H mil liolJ )0'. ). AlllesulHl (.1) milli on kr.), 
1'rondhj ern , Haugl'sund aud Stll.\" tugel' ; whil(' lhe timlJt:r (altogether 
-lO million kT.) iii chiefly expurted from Fredrikstad (UI million 
kr. ), BrltmmCll (It million kr. ), Kristiania H)Hl r'rl'drikMhald (eft.Ch 

+ milliuu kr.). 'l'rondLjem. PorHI-,/Tuwl , ArewlrJ 1111 d ltristiun8t1I1d. 
JVood-pulp (!n Ill! 17.0 million kr.) i:-; chiefly \~ Xported uoni Dram· 

Hlell (li million kr.) , Kristiania. (3 miUiOIi kr.), ~a.rp8borg (2.0 
JtdliolJ kr. ) lmd Skien (2 lllilliOll kr.). 

As a iJrief lIumnuLry it rna)" be said that the export of wooden, 
goods takes pllWc chiefly from the soutll-eailt, a.nd the fishery 
l'xportH from t.he west and nort,h of NorwiLY. 
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In earlier times Bergen, u.s has been run'ady !:Iuid, was our 
chief commercial tOWIl , This was the cUl:le tmtil far OIl into the 
prest>.nt century, in as much u.s it was only after 18&') that thl~ 

' customs duties 011 goods imported to Kristiania regularly exceeded 
the import dutie!'! levied in Ber~en. The exports from Kri"tiallia 
al"lout 1 H4fJ were on1), estim(ded at l . ~ million kr. wililH tlio"c frow 
Bergen were ~stjJUated at n.~ millioll kr., fl'(Jru StavlLuger at 2.k 
million kr., from Drtlmlueu at 2.0 millioJj kr. , uwl from 'l'rondhjem 
at neltrly 2 million kr. In t,be Il :dddl~ of the S\·vclltit!.'!. Kristianiu. 
as well u." Bergell, exported for about 20 milliou kr., Krist.ill.J1 SlInd 
amI ,Fredriksbd for a.bout. J(I ~lliJlioTl kr., Drall,l!I('1l for abmlt, 
7 million kr. aud all other town" combiTlt'd for :.I,bout -1-7 lIIillion kr. 

VII. THE MOST IMPORTANT SHIPPING TOWNS. 

Th(, ~reu.t.('r Vltl"t. of th(, tot.al ",tf.'e.tive cllrryillg' power of 
the Norwegiull Ml'rclllltile l\Iarinc -_. :!,j;!I(;.OOO tOllS _. namely 
:!,:mn,uno toilS, helongs t·o til(' tuwns. Th(' tlel't of tlH~ most illl­
port~~nt towns, slIiling-\'essds as wdi as stealllships. at the elJ(l of 
IH\I8, will bt1 seen h)' the bLble below. 

'J'ow,,~ 

H""~"n 2:1(; 1;01 ,noo i: 

2. KriMlin"i" WK 7tJ,t;(.l0 

:I. T"n~I,,·,.).l" . till :",:I .. Wl) ,. i"''''·tm).l"'·'· ljl) 27.100 , 
i). ,\I"<'n ,1 1I1 2:\ i'!,I(U) 

'" j.KIlIl 

lju II ~ .400 

iH :11 ,:HlO 
;\(;Ii li4/iOH I 

nm KK,:UlO 

, ;\ggrt'),:tl1" , 
:l ,.tr,·dh·,· 

"arryin),: 
tu""",.:" I, 

1''''''''r-) 

i 
,t,Y,4Uu I [,;.:1,700 

I!J.I,OOO :m:l,:j,l\l 

lH,iOO 22:1,700 

(11.(iOO 1(;2,200 

\'1).400 lli,400 

Next ill importa.).lce to t.he towliS Hamed in tlic t.:Lble. come 
Hl1ugesnnd, wi th an etfeetive tolJllage of t\ti,OUO tons, Dra-mmen 
(77,000 tons), Por8g'rIll"~ (:')7.WO tuns), GrillH:lt.ld (flli ,:WO ums), 
Sandefje·rd (f)3,800 tOlui), ]'rellrikstll-d (i"lUJ1UO), Krist.iau!)u,lHl (4B, I00), 
Kragero (47 .HO(J), MILlldlll (~li,OOO), Trolldh,iellJ (-l:!,liOO). As regards 
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steamships in particular, H tLngesnnd bad 1il,!1()(), Trondhjem 1] ,4LK), 
Drammen n,ooo register tons, lLwl none Clf the othef'l( more th u.n 
a few thousaml toll!!. 

The most importltut of Oil!" toWIlS a .. "1 rf'gar ds the effective 
cllrrying capacity of i"ttl lHo'l'chullt flerVl(,.t.' iR at present 6CTS,'"t'II, 
which, with its flonrh;hillg' fI~,t of !It.eam!!hips hils wqrked 
itself lip to a. posit.ioll wortby of this anci('nt commercial metro­
polis. The B('rgen flet't ,tllllost exdnsh'ely {~ollsist<; of steltDllihips, 
while thnt of the capital ai$ yet ("omistt; to It lu.r!Z."c extent ("If 
sailing-\·cssels. The fled· oWII\:11 by Kristiallia, therefore. although 
it is aheau of that. of Berg-t'll as fllr us cubir eu.pacity is concern ed, 
if.! behind the Iu.tter ill c/fcdi,-e eHrJ".vill{.{ puwer_ The fleet of 
steu.mships oWlled by Kristiullia ha1i aJflO. however, grown V{'ry 
rapidly of lut.e ~-ell.r.~ 

Of the H~,",.-regu :,e C:tIT.,· in:.r pOWl'!" n'prest"' ll ted by th e Nor­
wegian mercauti\t: marine, (i~.l lOj" belOlIg" t·o the Routh-ellstern part· 
of tilt;' country (coast lUHl f.iord towns atld diHtrict.s from th e 
Swec1ish frontier to !mmewiml Wl'st of t.he sod.hcrnmost point (If 
t.he i::ountr)-), :!Ii .o nin to Berg-ell amI StavIUlg-er, ilnd onl)" lOA· ",'" 
to t he remainder of the country. 

VIII. THE TRADE OF NORWEGIAN SHIPS WITH THE 

VARIOUS FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

The ('{)nntri!.,,,, ltlld conti neutoS of RTeatefit. importance to Oul' 

shippin~ llmy be seen from t.he table on t.he next page. 
It will thuH be seell that tht' kinbTQolll of grcl1t.est importllllC(' 

to our foreign iihipping if! Great. Britain and IreJ,wd, whit.her more 
Nor wegi9..ll t.onuage employed ill foreign trade goc!I t hRn to N()rWI~Y 

i"blelf. T}lt~ Norwegian flag ahw, next to t.he British, if! the flag 
that is Ilwst frC<Juently Heen in t.he ports of (Jrellt Britain lind 
Ireh~lld:l:) It. alf!o ltppi-!an; that it is til a largc· extent with dillta.lIt . 
lands, c!'Ipeciu.Uy America and El\steru ,·biu. tha.t. the Norwegiltll 
merca.ntile murin e is engaged. 

~ } or the r'mull.!''' nnnnuHy nrri\"iu)I; fit, 1Il1l1 depurting from, Hritilih mill 
lri ~h port ~ with ('"~·Ii. during !htl .veRT!< 1891l- tl8, - 7:i million t-on!! in all _ , 
'-'3 Inillion Inn", wen- lllIiling under 111(\ Hriti~h finK. aud 20 million rollA und\"f" 
foreil[n fI ~,.. of whi('h a~l\in 4.i million ton~ we're unrler the Norwl'gUw flA[t_ 
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'1 il . f ~ 
:1 :\'orwegian tOllllltgr elll(a~ctl II (,~ ii 'S ii' 

('o\llltri~~ 

(or ('ontinent~) 

L G reat Britain ,\:. 
Irdlln,1 

2. AllJerk:t 
3. NOrlhllrn und Wli' 
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IX. THE PART OF THE POPULATION ENGAGED IN 

COMMERCE AND SHIPPING. CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES. 

FAIRS. COMMERCIAL LAWS. 

The t,otal numbl~r of merc}ullLts ami tl'fulcsmen III Norway, 
Iv!cording to t.he lakst census (lR9 1). was l idOO, of which :1,700 
were women. These llH:;~hants I~nd tnulesmell hlld ill their E'tnploy 
lIltogeto<:lr 13,100 derks, foremeu , doe. (whereof 4,300 females), and 
!J,lOO male and 700 female workmen ; there were also a.bout GOO 
children under the age of 15, employed ill tmde. It will thus 

-) III t.pe.~tl flgnre.~ M('h Yoyag~ i~ retkoned twicl'. 
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be seen that in the whole mon' t,Lan n8.0UO persons were en.,aaged 
in trade. If we add to this number the families wid household 
servants of these persons. there were .tlt~Jh"Cther 1 0.':1.000 persons 
(fl .2 fI/O of the totnl population of Norwny', who di.rectly or indirectly 
made their liviug by tradt:'. Of the 1 i'l.uOO merchants I1nd tntdes­
men (p('dlars et-e. illcinded), !I.(JOO lhetl ill t.owns, aDd ~ ,OOO ill 
country dilOtrictfO. 

III addition to the ubo\"('. trmll' is also carried on by Hcver1l.1 
I'o -opl')"afll"l' .'Io('.ir"ie,~ . p;~rtictll11rly hi the ('O llll tTy dist.ricts where there 
ure :i hout. 2()() such soci(,ti\'s in all, with prob:d.)ly u,hout 20,000 
members. and ag<,.{I'f'g'a:1;t:> saJes lUHOllUtillg' to ilevera.l million kl"flner, 

Auulllli./hirs formerl), piaye(l ;I·ll illlpC"Itt ant. pa.rt ill home trade. 
'Yith t·he g'reat pr(lgrel'~ recently HHldt, ill 1.1ll' mea.ns of communi­
clLtion. the importanet! of th~ fair,; Ita,; g-n'u-tl,r decreascd. In t.he 
YCUT IS!!!I, 1 n fair,; wl're held ti;t>Jnetimt'.~ t·wo or more (Lt t.he flame 
place)_ be:;ides SI)II1 (> llOrfl(>-fliit'l' . Sin('(' l!IOO, tli t' aUllllal fair ill 

Kristiania has becolll(' m(>r t:i,v a hUl'l'Jf'-fiti r. 
l'iI (' Wlfll"f:.'}flk ('rno' of !III' NOI'I/·/'.'Iiflll .ill /'I"('lInti/,· Jllarj,w COlI­

."istoo OJl Jan . ht. I ~!ln. of :)\.U-ln Ull'll. 111 l~ji\ the HlHubcr (If 

Scallle-li alld ship;; ilfti cers Wi\~ on'r no.()Ou. becau,;c 0111' fleet at 
t hat t illl(' 1urW·' .\- cousj,:;tl,1I (If sailillg-\·P."sc]s, and tlte llulIlbl'r of 
yesseJs wa s htrg'l'r thlUi it. is llilW, illtholl!.:'h tlH' cti:('dive eu.rryiug­
capacity wa s le~s. Th(· Cl'lJ " llS of lH!11 show,; a. total of Itbollt 

:!:-\JIUII ('0101II0ln se.tlll(' 11 belonging to NOTWH.,y, ahonl' 12,'&00 sllips 
ca pta ins. otti eel'l', t'1lg'ineer;.;, d ;e., a lHI itbout 'i:JO ship,owncn!. of 
wholll :clOU were womcn . Thel't~ wel'e also rather more thUH 
I.fJOO owners of sloops, locill trlldiIlg'-vessels amI boab; - aJtI.)g-eth(·r 
-'i,UnO pCI'Sons cngllgoo ill shipping (foreig'/I and home); if the 
families and 1!Ou.~cLold .~er \·IUlt:; a.re indllded, thef\' were u.bout 
I EI,OOO pcrSOUi:/ djreetly or indirectly COIlIle<;ted with tJd:; mellml 
vf livelihood . or fl,! l ('f.., of the total popubtioll of t.he country , 
POl' the sake of oolllparisou, we 1I!lJ,y state that in Sweden, out" 
l .b % amI in Dellmark onl.\' l .a (I/ () of tl w popula.tion wcl'l~ con· 
lIec1:.f!d with shippil/g'. 

Tilt most importfLut of Hie lau ..... at prC8el!t. in force with 
reference to commerce, dates from th e year 11:14"' ; according to this 
law every person of age and good r eput:.ttion in the tov.'ruI, e-a.n, 
IlS a rule. oht:.lin It trude-license. Cerutill public and priva.te 
fUllctionaries, "1{(I shiplUa8tel1l are however excepted, A Ill.; of 
181i1i has penuitted handicraft IUid trade to be cllrried .'on by the 
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same person . Some branches of trade llllLy be cltrried on without 
a license. On the other hand, certain articles fluch as spirits ILlld 
poisons, arc excepted froUl ordinary trft,de, lIud subject to special 
license. In the country districts, geuerul tnu]e-regulutions like 
those in the towns, were introduced by acts of 18[)7. 1~1;1; lind 
JR74. Former]y the country trade wus IIll.lch restricted. 

By an !lct of l~l H an Exchange waB estilblifolhed in KristilLDia, 
and subfleql1ently in several other town~. e.g. TrOll(lIl.iem lUld Bergen. 

The shipping Ilnd naviga.tion act now in force, ~Iaics frolll 1 fo:!HH. 

x. PILOT SYSTEM. 

Tht' ba,sil> for Lbp. Norwe~rhlll pilot sYflt(·m, us at pr~ent 

r egulated, is it Royal OrdilJ;lt)Ce of 1720, while the Pilotugu Act 
now in force ,hLtcs from IX!)!! (in forc\~ sillce April Isf.. 1!IOO). III 
plu.ces wh(>rt"! the killg so dH.:rees, there arc to be pilo~ stntions. 
In l~!J8 we had ill all 148 of these. At the C'lld of 18! 17, there 
were 471 pilots : the IHltllber was ft)rlllerly much !a:rgpr Hum now. 
the pilotlLge ill later times. 011 [Lecount of the illcrcH."illg' change 
from sail to stealll shipping', being more c,-!llccntra.tcd ItrOUlId 

certai~ ports. <Iml the displttcb also Iluicker. For t.h e purpose of 
;,upervh;ing tbe pilobl. master-pilot .. " IIM'C heeu appointed. lHuubcring 
4;{ in 18!J:5. to SOIJJP. cxtent assisted by pilot. foremcu. 'fhe chief 
administration is in tlH~ Imuds ilf t,hree slilwrinteudl'lIts of pilot.'!, 
each ill his own district. 

The pilotage t.trif is fixed by law, [0)(1 th\.l fet's tlepHnd chiefly 
upon the draft. of the vessel, its carrying cu.pacity, and th.! sea..<;:m. 
The fees belong" to th e pilot wbo ba .. ,> had CIHLrge of iI. vesseL if 
he has t.he privilege, with the exceptioll of 14 Ilfo to the 1"Illi-e;/ 
lund frw IJi1ui-s. ThiN fund, which was established ill l~O;I. S(lrves 
the purpose of' furnishing' a.ssisbulce to old !llld ill\'alided pilots, 
as Itlso to their widows amI orphan children. Up to l.!lOO, t.he 
f,md also pllrtly ser'-~ the purpose of covering ditfereut expenses 
connected with tlH~ a<im:!listration of the pilot system , lllld formed 
IL relief funll for master-pilots and their families. The r.elief 
fund r(lceivel'l an lUlllual grant from the Treasury, u.mounting, 
in the financial year 18!J8- !H1, to kr. H),2(iU. Its total receipta 
in the financiru. yellr lH97- !-)8, illllounted to lIT. 1.41,630; at the 
beginning of t·be yenr 1898, it pOl.id pensions to 398 pilots, 40fl 
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pilots' widows, and tl f) orpllltn children of pilotil. The a.verage ' 
amount of the pensions for the piloh! wu.s kr. 1 !l8, for the widows, 
kr. u8 tuld for the children, kr. H!I; ~lJId tJ!(' total lLTDOunt of the 
annual pensions'paid toO these pe.THan s W:t.~ kr. 111,147 . 

All merchll.Ilt "essel!! of ld least ~\O "') rCJ.,'ister t()ns' l.urden , 
coming from or l~a"illg for port.s outside Norway *:t.) are llubject 
tQ compnlsory vilotltg'e, or rather, since the year HW!l, wust pit)' 
II pilot: s fec. VesHels. cltrrying 011 tishing or onlt'r similar induHtries 
ill the open sea, lire lllso sub.iect to com pulsory pilotilge, unless 
the:y bt, under ];~U tOIl 'S burden . 

The number of pilot:illgS of vessels, sub,i l.'ct to pilotage, per­
formed ill 1 8~17 , wu.s 17..,1.111. a nd the Rg'wcg-ate amonnt of pilotu.ge 
f ees wus I •• bout kr. Illf:l,OOO. Of thi!; amount. the pilots t hemselves 
retained Itbout kr. 4-90,000, whil e .thaut kr. ~2.1;OO went to the 
Rlll.ster-piloi:8 ***), !tIlr) about k-r. Hf>.OOO to the n :li ef tllnd for 
pilots. which 11.11;0 reeeivcd about k-r. 13.00(J from \'csscls which, 
ultht)ug-h sllbj ect to ('olllJlnlsory pilot:l,g'e fees. did not, employ a. 
pilot.. Some n~s8C l s not subject to eomplIlsory pilota.ge also employ 
pilots, und ill t h t;' year I R~17 . our pilots Illude all i ll ('(lme of a bout 

kr. 70.0UO from thi~ so nrce. 
The Norwegian pilot.~ arc reJWwllt.,a for their a.bility, lUll} the 

couruge and den.ltion to dutJ di~pllLyl.>d by the w in the periorlllftn('p 
of their OfU!ll ~lrdllous un.l dung-eroll /; task. Almost c \'et y year 
ilevend of tht: 'IJ l ol'!~ their lives Oll t he sell, either iII Uw service, 
or while cnguJ..:'etJ in fishing' . In the courb:t' of t he yeii.t'iI H:!HO- Hi. 
HI N orwCf..';iLll pilots ha.ve lost their lives at. sea, 11 while engaged 
ill the scnice; f\n(l ,.. while e n!?aged in other work 

XI. HARBOUR ADMINISTRATION. 

Norway is by lmturc wen provided with good.h!l.rbolJrs, somt>. 
of which are situu.1;ed in the na.rrow fjords, some on the (;oH.St., or 

-j I~r"h' ,\p ril l~i, l!lOO, '<!l. 

U ) Th" J.(eu~ral exemption from COlupu\.'40ry pilot:I)(+, w)\ic). formerly 1I)lplic'-\ 
to Ih ,· tm/IO hciw<'<:n Xorwl\Y lind Swe,t,!» wn.~ rcJl.~ale(1 ill lhe latter country in 
18!1 ~ for "hip.~ of more than 40 tOD8' burden, nJ\(1 in l'orway afttor April 18t, 
J!IQ{) (f' XI'~Jlting tor 'e""ell! of Jel!8 .than flO t{ms ' hurtllm). Tho B(;t of 1SB9, 
howen,r, authoriltelt the King to 'grant relief from tJlf'.~e regulationH, provided 
Mimii;u r"Ii!"! mellllU~ are introtlut::ed in 8weden . 

• •• ) /It'fon A"ril iHt. 1900, 6' j. d!O of the f,'t ~ W"ut, til t h" maswr·piluUl. 
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011 islanda protected by the belt of rocks and foIlliall jsllUlda, t,he 
skjrerga.a.rd, which, with few ini:.erruptionfO. I:'neircles t·he whole 
Norwegia.n coast, up to the North Ca.pe. 

In the towns, a.H well as ill {litrereut. places ill the couut,ry 
<lh;tricts, more or less important. ha.rbfltl-r-works hav(' been ma.de 
at, the public: or municipal expense, a.wl the ('ost of ulHiutaining. 
(lxtending a.nd adllJildsterillg" thes,' worh lLlHOllllts to Itbout 
t,wo million kroner per aUllum Of t,his 1.f.lIlOUlli. the 'freusury 
pll.ys about kr. 400,000 dirt'ct.ly, Imd a· sOlllewlmt le;s amollllt· is 
lla.ld by the Harbour Fund, cfOtllblished by the gO\,t~rlllmmt a,nu 
formed IUld IlIll.intained b}- lUI export t.ax imposed tll)olJ tishery 
prouuets, while t.he lI11Ulicipal harbour funds contribnte about 1.5 
millioll kron<.!r (lHnf) ). These last-mentio"IH: .. >d hmds art' chiefly 
made up of harbour ~bes, It. percentage of t.ile import lluties. tl tc. 

The total ,LlJlOUllt paill by tb,' Trea-"ury and by thl' said 
Harbour Fund for lmrbollr works during the yCI.U'1! IXI;;? I ~HH, is 
12 lIlillion kroner. of which more UHLII :! lllillionl':l Wert' for the 
lwrhour of Vardo 011 th" Arctic OCf'i.lu. 

XII. LIGHTHOUSES, BEACONS AND SEA-MARKS. 

The long coast uf NOno,'lLY Iilust 110'" b(' suirl to be .velJ 
pl"U I'ided with lighthouses, beacons and sea.-murh. The Norw('hriaJ1 
State annuully grlUlt-s it hrge amount, Itt present a.bout one million 
kr. , to complete aud improve t.hl' ligh+.illg" itnd IIlf1rking" of the 
c<)asL and the mooriug l~rra.llgelUellt!-!. 1.11 t.il c yelL" 1 X!)!I. the ~tltte 

maintained Wi lighthQuse sta.tioul! with a peruJfl.u€'nt si;atf. 10 
of these lighthouses beiug oj' the first, MId 17 of the secund order; 
a.ud there were moreover ~-I,j beacon lights; the num ber of keu­
mn.rks in 1 {iflfl wm; ILbol1t 3,Goo fixed. Rnd a.bout I , I 20 floating OII~S; 
at the Slime time there were 17 mooring buoys <lUU ILbont 7,aOO 
rings aud ,")tiler mooring a.rrangement"". 

XIIJ. STRANDINGS AND SHIPWRECKS. 

The strandings on the N orwegia.ll cow.t !il'e llOt numerous 
COmplt.Ted with the large a.mount of shipping which pll.'lses a.long 
it, especially along the southern coast towards the Ska.gerak. This 
is chiefly to be ascribed to the nHtuy good harbours that are to 
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be found nlmost everywhere, the gonod lighting of the cOllSt, a.nd 
the numerou!I good pilota. Accordill!! to the somewhat incomplete 
,,1;a.tistics obtainable with reference to !lh'utllling und shipwrecks on 
the Norwegi(tn COllst in the yelir 1 f\!I8. 2n YE'flsels, Hl of them 
Norwegiun. wet'€' wrecked . Tn:?l ca..~es un (III bon.rd were sa,ved , 
while in t he remaining- ( 'a. 'Ie.'; . 1 n llH' n ill ull nre supposed to have 
bL'C1l lost. 

A milch darker picturt! is prl'sellted tty the stlltistics relating 
to Norweginll shipwrecks, whit-h. t\)T ~teallt alJd sail separately , 
give the following a.nnual figures: 

Y,'ar 

1880 - !!0. '''·H ' 'I!f'. 

lH!JI -· (j '" 
J !!!)(i 

Il:1\1 i 
HI!!)) .. 

:;;UI1I ' 

II~ ! 

20!1 

21:1 

J!! , 

1!!1 
1 ~I l 

:-::l i li nl:: ' \" ' ~"'+" 

]',·,,·,-ut · 

";':" ,,' 
'1'1'1\\1:1;':<' ,,,,,,1 

~ nilin;.: 

!<lllna,.:' · 

, 
H(·~ . T o ' ," 

fi S.,-,:.!:! '" ~I{I';.O:! f ,. , -
!I !I.1S~ ' .J 
;~ •. 101 f 'J .. -
;i:I,O!l~ Ii." 

:-:h'nm ' \" " s~" l~ 

. l'.~rctnt-

:\'11 '" 
a~e M 

J"'r 
T"UII:I;':" I t.owl , 

~t"lIlIl 

\.lIIua/ow 

110 '11_ T,,"~ , :I.,lH 2.0 

J:! t~ ,(lfl;1 :!.ll 

U fi.O.; 8 :1.1 
:OW 1U.2;; 1 H 

2(1 HI,O W 2A 

III t h{,..-t· shipwl'eck~. JUall)' sailvrs have mct their dcut.h (in 
1 ioi!18 at least. t7:Z), :Uld t.he ma,tter has itttru.('wd considerable 
attention . III IX!I-I- a parlbulJ entary cOlIJlui ssioll was appointed for 
th'! purpose of deaJiug' wit.h the question of the government control 
of the seaworthiness of ves..-e ls, etc., (llid thi li commission has drafted 
11 hill which is HOW b('iJlg considered by the special department. 

XIV. LIFE-SAVING STATIONS AND BOATS. 

U~I two of the most. dangp.ruus litretches of the Nor wegian 
COH>;t, nalllel), List.er and J!Cc1eren · (in the sout.h,western part of 
tlH.l country), wlwre the coust is not protectetJ by any belt of rockH. 
life-sllvin~ statiOllS with rocket apparatm~ were e"tablished in 1855. 
(Il IHH!I , we had !j t;uch flt.ationt;, Ij of which were in J roderen and 
;) ill Lit;ter. a life-boat station being connected with one of ~e 
latter. IlL the yea.r 1.'3!1H- flfl, the Treasury contribnted a total of 
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kr. Ja,lOa to life·saving purposes, of whieh kr. 10,000 were granted 
u.s It contribution to the private company «Norsk Sel8ka~ for 
SkibbrudllCS Redlling», which was formed in ,IRBI with It capitlll 
of kr. 100,000. contributed by private suhflcription from the whole 
CflUutry. The society h tU! graduuJly procured ]:) life·bo~Lts. These 
boats, which have Leeu StlLtiOlled nt v:\.rious places ulong tbe coast., 
have already saved ;,~ cOllsidf!rllble lllllilber of lnunan lives (up to 
.June, 1 8 ~ '!J . .j.!l!3 men) and vc)<;"cls , The society has , f'sti mlttetl 11S 
itl:! expeniliture during tiw )'eilT I HUO, t he !l\1Il1 of kr . 7~,nOO, 

whereof kr. il(j,,,()() will. !Lccortling to estimate. h l' covered by sub· 
script,ions and donations through the llifferent c()uIIHitt.-:es distri· 
buted ILII over tll~ cOlmtry 

XV. CURRENCY, WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 

The Cllrrency act of Jill\\' -I-th. 11-170, which to)()!;: effect 011 
Jan. 1st, tB7-t est.u.blishc{! tiH' gold sbUldanl ill N orway. The 
(~Olll unit, HN~(Jrdin!-(" t.o the net •• f April 17th , I Kiil, is thB 
krone of 1 UO OTt', 1 kr I.IIH iI sh. = J1/ J~ frail/: -= 1 JIM 
reichsmark. This IIl00whiry ~.l'sh~JJ1 was introduced :wcording to 
the Scundinavia.11 Coinagt.' UniOll cOJl(:! im!ed betwccJI Swcden UJHl 
D r;mlllurk in 187;1, ~ uul accede.] tIl by Norwa.y in l):(ji). 

By lUI act of May :l:!lId. 1~7il m (~trit· w('ight,~ lUll] IlIca.snres 
were introdue.ll1. 
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MEANS OF COMMUNICATION 

ROADS. 

ROAD traffic ,in former til!H-'S was :l!rri .. .-~ on in ~.I lIl imn el' ~illl~lar 
to that wluch may he S)'1'11 to till S day lJl ol!t·of·th('-way thstncth 

and in the mountains. hi th(~ .,'mm/wi', it ke(>p~ to the brid le-pltthli 
that- rUIl between Hw farmf$ withoul much rl'ganl to len~1. In the 
lUor,:, frequenh'J. roadl;, the greutest obsu.\c1e!l an,' imieed r('Hlo\'ed ; 
but ItS there is no (lucsti()Jl pf any proper road·bed, the damp 
places and bObrj.\ o('casioll i,he grelLtcst diffieultics. In order to 
avoid theflc lLlld find firlLl g-rotlll(i, det~)Urs a·re rather made over 
high hill.,. Tlw rOIHls, thNcfor.... ofkn lip high Ull the slopeR. 
Goods arc eltrricu up on pu{·k·}wri,lcs, \Vhere opportunity oifers, 
boab~ lire uflp.d across Hll> lakes. - ill tlw 1I'iut('l', 011 the ot.her 
hand. it is just over the lOW , damp part.,<, that, tlle rouu goes, along 
the frozen 00)"'1'S, ril'ers anu lakes ; and all helL"), tmnsport is doue 
al' that· sealOOD by sledge. 

Even the most ancient law!! from about the ),(';,1' 1100, contain 
provisiol1lO for th~ keeping of the main road" where they ha.ve 
run ill prev ioml tirol.'S, for the maintenallce of t.he bridges . for 
alHluaJ denring', etc. The roa.d wus to be so far cleared of trees, 
that a mu.n could ride in them with a. spear lying a.cr08f1 the 
pommel of his saddle. without having the will ') \\' rings hanging 
loosei."" 011 its ends brushed off, that is w su.y, rather more · tha.n 
:1 J llrdH. 

Renl drivin.'l-1'Qwk' for wheeled vehicles wert' not constructed 
until la ter in Norwa.y with its scattered population. The 'oldest is 
probably t.he TOad from the Kongsberg Silver Mines to the Drammen 



MEANS o ~' COMMUNlCATION. 44R 

river, which WIlS built between ](j25 and 16BO. In the course of 
the 17th a.nd 18th centuries, especia.lly the 1l1tter part of the 18th, 
the main lines ill the East Country, and tlience over to the West 
(Filefjtlld) and North Count.TY (Dovrl.lfjeld ) weTe mnde pra.cticahle, 
while il.l the COlWt di8tricts, weHt Ilnd north. they gelH~mny rl,'­
mained in their former condition. 'files!.' oIlIest tIriviug·roll.ds 
often followed the origiJlal bridle-pll,ths, up hill aml duw]l dalt·, 
with gra.dient-/") of a.s llmcll lL'l f in fl, or e V1'1l I in H. Blasting­
was seldom employed, but on the other luI.Ilr1 l'lIlballklllClltH were 
often built.. On difHcult, sloping" rock. WOOd~1l Lridg-e,; werc some, 
timeR lu.id . 

After 1814, Ly royal decree, r001.<l8 were tirl;t ~ Pt·cjll.ll.'" COll­

st,ructed to th~ Sw~:Jish fronti(·r. But road-nHLkiug- was lIot. pro­
secuted witli allY reuJ vigfHll" until llfter tlle middle of ULe l!ttL 
century, when a. Ulorongh Tt'fOi"m was J;imulullll:'ously ("urried out 
in the organisation of llmtt-erf! ped:tlining- to rouds, :tnd !Jew 
principles illtrodueeu ill their shudul"e. 

The hig-hways !Ld of ISill hrqug-llt in local goverlllncnt for 
the roads depa.rt.mellt. 'Vhi1" formerl), it wag t.Jlf~ kill~ wlJO 
decided what, main rO!uls werl' to be built· ~ ill the country ai­
skicb; the prefeet -- t·lIt' whole decillion wag left to the a\lth()ritie~ 
chosen by the people, t·be Stort.hing and thl' cuunty aIld municipal 
cUllncili;. The expenses of the main roads are partly borne uy the 
county or counties cOllc~rll('{l , but, the g"oVe!"llIllf'llt grants a eOJl­

siderable proportion of t,h" cost of 'I'I/(t;' . iI~f! Resolutions as to t,Le 
lOa-king of llew roa.ds are t·hercfore taken by the Str;>rthing, COlI­
ditional on the vot.iug, by the districts concerned, of an :.J..1BOllUt 

whieh , in addition to t.1Le eXpellsC!i of ground and fCllces. is fix ed 
ll.t from l /~ to lis of the cost of construction. 'I'be cClltnd admi­
nistration and prepar;ltioll of t,he roads budget!,! has been, since 
1864, in the hands of a din'd ol", who if! now undcr UIC departmellt 
of public works. The 1fi,uinicmmcc of the mliiu roads, on Uw other 
hand, with the excp.ption of a few border alJd mountain roads, 
fulls entirely to the dk~ricb. 

Thf' £''r088-roads ' a.re llluUe by the distriets thCIHJ;lel VCH, generally, 
however, with a contribution from the county fnnds, and of late 
yea,rs from th~ Exchequer -also. In each aeparate county. the 
magistrates retained the c0ntrolling authority; but the fuller 
administration of the roads is conducted by ro'ad inspectors 
appointed by thl'! county, county .engir..eers . During the last few 
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years. however, It COUlIUOU a,dlllinistI'lLtioli of government and 
prodnciaJ road ma.tters has been introduced by agreement. in 
most · of the (:ounties (lfl ont of 18) 'l'he couut,y engineers 
Rre a.ppointed by t.he department Rfter nominlttioll by the county 
council. and superintend also t.llt' g'overniliellt rou.d~. whil~ the 
cent-rill Ildministratioll. on the othel' hand , has sOllle contro}' over 
the cross road6. 

The keepillg of tJw roads in proper l't'))U,ir is still done in 
most ca.;,I1.'8 by the fftrmers nnder thl' supcrvhdon of the « lcll;,nutlnd ~ . 

cach farm being assigned fI, piect: of rOlul in proportion t<l its 
gr<Innd.t:u. which i:-; to be provide<i with gr'lVei, kept pra.cticablt" 
in the wiuter, etc. Of hde years, the district.<! ha\'(~ tv a great extent 
taken the ma inte nan ce into their own hanus. antl rOlld-kecl.en.: are 
appointed to look afu.'r them. 

In 1800. the t·ot.at lengt.h of road in the country \Va.!; 10,000 
miles. 3,800 miles being lIlain rOlHls. Dnr:ug th(' half centu!'y 
Mince the reforlll of 1Si'11. fhe li.' ngth of road hus about heea 
doubleJ.. The wain 1'(Iads now awount to Ilbuut !i,OOO miles, ltll(] 

th e cross road!> to lIJOrl' thall 10,UOU miles (in 1 H9i'), f),!lH~ Iln~ 
W,iSa miles respectively, t(i,i7. will'S ill all ). 

The cost of making maill roads, whi .... h ill the fort,i es did not 
amonnt to lIT. 1:10,000 aUllually, has rillen to 1.7 million kr. allllUally 
in the years 18fl(J to 1 tol!lli. III 18!1~ , the government grant amounted 
to kr. l ,iJ74,::W6. ThE." cost to tile counti es of roau-making, including 
cross roads, aJllonnt.(oU t.o kr. 2Hli,!17~, to the <listrid" kr. 337.29(1. 
to the towns kr. 87 ,8:n . The tot.'l l ex peHditllre 0 11 road-making 
thU!! umounted to :U milli on kr., to which must be added t·hc 
expem.e!! of administration. The maint.enllllce of tJH~ \'On.dll ut. 
the f!alll~ time cost the go\'crulIleut kr. 5i.HBO, the county corpo­
rations k-r. 3!-11;, J I j, and the districts lIT. Bilf),18i), ur lIT. 8O!-1,132 
in a.ll . To this IIIllst he added, us fa.r 11." the dil:ltricw are 
concerned, the diret:t work periormetl by the owners of rcglJ;­
tered farms. In HH1, this, with a r oau-length of rather more 
than !'2,OOO miles, wl1S estimated at. kr. 1,237,()()(Ji and although 
sinC(l that time a cQIlsiderable amount has been transferred to the 
direct expenditure of the districts, it CfI.llllot now, when the road· 
length has been increased by onc half, be put lower tha.n at about 
1.5 million kr. The total annual expenditure of the country on 
public roads is thus hrought up to 41/! million kr. in round figures. 
or rather more t1Jan kr. 2 per bead. 
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Simultaneon!!ly with t·he great reform in road matter!!, by which 
the principle of local government alld locu,1 rftting was adopted, 
It more rational system of mILking roads W!l~ also resorted to. 
This reform WIUI intr~dl1ced lIJlLiuly by C, W. BElwn, who was 

roa(l-u.ssistant in thl' Department of t,be Interior niter 1 fm2, and 
the first. roud-director in the country , H:lf;4-- iH. The tirst thing 
required was to get wor€' even levels witJl lt mu,xinlUllI rifle of 1 in 
I f) or less (rarely as much u,s 1 ill .12). As it is of, course impOr­
t,lLut to follow the grollnd as eXlLct1,Y ~U; possihll', these nel\" 
roa.d!< hrenemlly keep ;~long t.he bottom of the \'al!e~' by the river, 
while the old, hilly road ma.y oft~1l Of' seell far lip th" side of 
the valley. III .~ome places it is ('veil possibJc, to see thn!c or 
four roads of t1itfe!'cllt times, Ul'! for iu!!tallel'. Itt. Gflldernc in 
LiCdfLI, wher.! there IS the old bridle-pu.th of tht! lIlioldle ages, Ilnd 

(lrivil1g-rou,ds of I ROU, 1 ~4-0 dlH] I Ki!-\. More ut tent.ion wu.s more­
over pnjd to Ule paving' of roads; ill roads with llCftV,Y tra.ffic, 
macadalll Wf\..-; ~lllpJo'y('d, with la yers of stone, ill secondary roads, 
gravel . Tn the large UWill roads, the hrea.dt.h is up to Ii Yltrds; 
in H.te roads with Jells t·raflie, it· ' is generally 4- yards, wllich is 
reduced in Jifficult places to 'i.7 yards. with pla.ees for passing. 
Til plauuing' IL roa.d. the whole thing- is u.djusted. as regards 
steepel>t gn1dient, pavlIlg, width. \~1e., to thl' probable amount 
<If trllftic. 

The f.ra.ftk C1LPllbilitif's of t.he rour)s dnring this Il(-weloplllent 
iucrea.sed to an extram'dill(lry deg;'t' t' 

pltthH. it was scarcely possible 1.0 cOllvey 
\Vhcreas 011 the bridle-
lliort: thnll 200 lbs. 011 a 

pack-hor!';e, :I.wl on the old hilly rou.di'l 110 j.,rre~Lt.er ]cma t.h:!ll from 
[)OO to 1,100 Ibs., 011 the lIew gravel rOlUls, from 1,HU(J to i ,OOIl lbs. 
eu,1l be carriro, ami OIl Um maiu roads more t.Illtll 2,200 Ibs. per 
horse. ,¥,Then the roadh are in good (;ol1llitioll fM sledging, t.he 
t·raflic is easier t.hllll 011 th e bc!:!t road-paving'. Tn 1,~Hf), the COfit 
of the ,can'jage of 1 ton over 1 lIIile was estilUlI.tcJ at frolll kr. 
J. til to 2.::!5 on bridle-path!:!, kr. 0.80 ou the old, hilly driving­
roads, about kr. O.5B ')11 the new roads, and 011 a first mt.t~ llIa,ca­
damised road, ouly kr. u;~z. 

WheeJed vehicles ill the country were former]y uJlJ}ost exclu­
sively one-horsed ILnd two-wheeleu - for the eOllvey!lIICe of people, 
stolkjrerrer (2 person!!) or ku.rioler (1 persoll). With the new 
roads, two-horsi~, four·wheeled carriages have become very general 
(a.bout -70,000 four-wheeled carriages ill l Sflb). 
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'fhe bridges are now less fre<Jucutl)' built uf wood i iron or 
stone is preff'rred'Il 

'V ith t he great impro\'eillentf! in the c(mstruc(ioll of tbf' driving. 
roads, the cost. of mnb.-ing has of course risen cow:;idernbly. Roa(l· 
IlHll-ing from 1824 to 1 85~ cost scarcely kT. 10.000 per mile on au 
average. From .1 8(;0 to I R80. the expend it.ure for main rotuls was 
:!I million kr., which is C(lultl to kr. Z:1.000 pel' mil e of increased 
length (Ilccordi ng t.o somcwllll,t uncerta in estimat.es). ] 11 the years 
] 880 to l Sni), 1,177 miles were cOII~tructed for :!O million kr., in 
other words a.t kr. IS.UOO pel' mil t". 'fhis lilst aeCl'case is partly due 
to the frl.Ct that the newest rO<Hls III't' often nlllTower, but iitill 
more to technicrtl illqm:wemeuh. The cx pensi1'c emban kments lire 
hugely replilced by jetties; and hlasting has become sv lll11c3 Jess 
expensive since the introductioll of dyualllite; ,dso the implement'! 
lIre morc prllctical. ct('. 

It is a uecessary COllSC(IUl'U CC of tLl' natural couditions in 
Norway, th~t the eOllstructioll of l'o,lds IUttst dways be compnru· 
l ivcly ex pcnsiN' and d ifficult. 'flil" iCt""Cl'lltcht,d rock is continnal ly 
cropping lip und He("'ssit:1ting' blasting; IlHd thl.! rOllds canllot be 
made on loose soil liS they generally ca l! be ill OtlH'r countries. 
The terraccs ill th(, valleys, where the road is generally obliged 
to wind alollg' the narrow river-hed, often I,resent grC'n.t difficulties. 
'rhe st.cep declivities frOIll t he mountain plat ellus to the deep valleys 
task the sb.-ill of the road-engin eers in Hit espedllJ manner. 'fhe 
des('ellts from File(jcld to Lu;:rdaJ (Villdhellen. Gahlerne), from 
DovrefjeJa to Drh'<11l1eu (Vaarsticu), alld !::It.'llheilll Cliff (1844--~5) 

OIl the Voss and Nrereiru road. arc w('11 kuowil among the old roads . 
}rom later times may be mentiolH:!d the preci pice from Ha.ukclifjeld 
to Roldal , and th e way thence across the SeJjestH.<l mvine to Odd(' 
ill H llrdn.nger. illld the precipitolls drop that necessit.ates great 
wiudings in the road from I..om (Grjotlicn) to Geira-llger fUld to 
Stryn (highest points ;{,40:,) ft, and ,3,731j fL dcsceut a.OOl1t 3,500 
ft, in about It! miles hOl' izOllta l dist.ance). 

'fht' three lLoo,'e·melltioned Illouutain·rollds lie so nen.r to the 
.rillOW Iimi!-, that t hey arc onl)' practicable for wheels during u. 

vcry short time of the yeur (sometimes as little as 2 months). At 

. ) The longe~t bridJ.:<' is ;ICI'OAA ,\ kcr8dkeu (lin Itfm of lAke Mjo8ell) '"t 
ItlOlnaf, 2,411 fl .; Ih" IJridl(:" wilh the ~renl c.qt ~I>lm i!! across the ri"er Glommcn, 
III Uclllt, :144 ft. 



View from th e Stryn road . 
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Dyrskllr a.t- the higbest point of the Hnukeli rond (3,71G ft. above 
the sea) it hilS el'en been neeesSllr)' to take the road tlzrough u. tUll' 
!leI in order to a.void fL field of eternal snow. 

A large a.mount of labour is bestow-ad all over the country 
on kC4'!p:ng the roads in IL practicllble condition in the winter 
after heavy snowfaU . This is generally done by driYillg a. snow­
plough, a, trilLngulfLr woollen frame ; but a number of mCIl are 
often needed with sho"els to cJPllr ,L wuy through the worst 
snow·drifts . 

On the whole it is an lIun.voidable consequeuce of lIn-turul 
condjtions nnd the thin popula.tioll , ihat Norw:1Y shou ld Im,'e great 
difficult.y iu Hlnkillg and IIIfLilltllini ng good, IIp·to·daro roads *). 
Much is still WI1JJtillg. especially in the three most I!ortlll~rl.r 

c(tllllties. to give the sYI!>V:>1ll of rands its IHLturul terminfitiOH. Thl' 
projected new main rOllds !II fL}" perllflps be estimuted to be al most 
e<IUlt! to those already comp leted . I n the last h'Llf ceni ur)" 1 how· 
e,'er, such progress ha s been ma.de as the nation HHly be proud 
of, especially when hiking- int.o uceount the considerable ilecomplisll ' 
lIleuts in t he construction of rlli lwu:ys during- the Sallie perivd. 0 11 
main rOllds rdone, rzbout GO million kr. has becn SpCllt si nce r8f)4-
(on railways dmiug the same tillie, ;tboui 145 million kr.). 

The couhties thilt ha"e the greatest. i c u~,'th of rOlld in propor­
tiun t.o t.heir extent, are of coursu tbose tha.t. art' most, U'ic:~ly 

popuilLk'l"l round the K rif:tiania Fjord - also the first to lul.\'c 
driving.ronds - where the propor! ;0:: iH frOlll 50 t.o G5 llI iles of 
road per sq. mile. 'l'he !~vcrage for tbe whole cou lltry is 1iI.5 miles 
per sq. mile (11:)!J6); and the three most nortbcrly p"ovinces 
Ilf""e leust, nawely 0.(;0, 3.2 alld n miles per sq . mile. (III Nord· 
llllld alone, where the first govern lllent grant was made iu 

• 1860, thc cost of projected roa.ds has been estiwfLted lIt 17 
mi1liou kr.). 

'fhe- :I.\'erage per illhu.bibmt was 58.4- ft. LWckoned accor· 
ding to this standard , there WllS also least in the three most. 
northerly provinces (Il.hout half), Ilnd most in North 'l 'rondhjem 
(91 .B It ) . 

• ) In tbe wt$t country there lire u few fllnU!~ Ilmt lirt: only Rt.'<le&8iLle by 
fOQt-patll, where e'·en the 311re-fooU:(1 fjord hOI1le (;1111110t go, lIud wllere tllU!> 
.werytlling must be curried to llnd from the flirm by JUlud. 
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POSTING. 

Frow ancient times it had been It law that the peu.aa.otli Elhould 
fu:mish free conveyance to the king anJ thoee who travelled ~ his 
service. Those who truyelled on privu,t,e busincss, on the other 
band, had to procnre their own conveyance. Posting a.rra.ngementa, 
by which the PCll8ltuts were obli~ed to cOllvey IIJl travellers, but 
in returu for I~ reasona.ble, law·determined pa,ymcllt. were Iwt !Wop­
ted lmtil the close of the ~lith century. 

Our present posting system (dlkydii . ) L'I still based upon the 
compuleory posting obligation ctiisigciscsstationcr. , 80 tha.t this is 
resorted to where it has not been p()ssible or practiclil to est.a.blisb 
posting stations voluntarily twd by contra.ct. with, if neceilSBry, Rid 
from the government or district ~ fUSlu~ stationcp. By flU' the 
greater number of the posting efltlLblisltmcnh in the land ure, how­
ever, ulready of the last-named kind, :Lnd the (·esl';a.t.ion of compuls­
ory posting is prob!Lbly only It question of tillie. The g'overoment 
grant to the posting system during the last few years, has been 
a.bout kr. 140,()OO anmmlly . 

P osting·stations, and in connection with them inns, ILre estab­
lished 0 11 ull high-road!:!, genernlly lit diMtunce8 of f roID 7 to HJ 
mile!:! apart, and along t.hc CQaat. The total number of po8lin~­

stations is ut. present about !"I50. 
The ruOMt ganentl means of conveyance all land iR the two­

wheeled knriol or kjrurre with one horse, and in winter, sledges. 
On a.lmost uJI the principal routes, however , there is all opportunit,Y 
of taking can-iages. On two or three lines, the governmt'llt has 
a regular diligence service. By \vater, the ordina.!'y rowing-boat is 
employed with two or three rowCnJ . 

The posting charge for one person is generally 17 ure per 
kilometer (27 ore per mile) for horse alJd conveya.nce~ Dnd fg 

ore per kilometer (45 ure per mile) for boat with two rowers. 
On highwa.ys over the many uninhabited lllountainoUll districta, 

where there is no opportunity of enforcing priVltl;e posting and 
inn·keeping, the government h l1-l:l built stations, the so-called 
o:. mountaiD-statioIUl ' (fj eldstuer) whose management they pllWe, 
however, in private hands, generally with support from the 
Exchequer. The origin of these ~fjeldstuer. is, in ma.n.y C8.8C8, a 
very old inn. Some of these at first were of an ecclesiastieaJ. 
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character, but at the time of the Reformation passed into the 
hands of the State. But in more reeent times too, it has been 
necessary for government to erect . djeldstuer . , especiully in the 
northern partS of the countTJ. 

The u.mount contributed by goyernment towards the mainte. 
nanoo of djeldstuer ... is at present 12 or 13 thousand kr. 8.IUlUally. 

RAILWAYS. 

The natural conditions of Norway, and the number of its 
inhabitants, do not present especht,lIy fa.vourable conditions for the­
best means of modern locomotion -- the ru,ilWitys, 'rhe exceedingly 
mountltinou8 charaeoor of the country, n.nd the cold clima.te with 
its long winters and heavy snowfall, and the thin , scattered popu­
lation, plliCe considerable obstu.cle!! in thE' wa.y of railroad under­
takings, e\"en when the expenses of construction and working are 
reduced as much as the traffic wiU perlll it,. 

On tht": other hllDd, the na.tural conditions of the country 
may just !lct as an incentive to the em ployment of this means of 
commuuication, at; their indirect u8efulncs8 will be so mnch larger 
in this land where b'1'ea.t distances and difficulty of access would 
otherwise place immrmonntable hindrances in t.he way of the 
development of business a.nd tr;~d~ . It has bL'€IJ caJculntoo thnt 
in t,he districts that in 188r) had had mOw"-)s for some time, the 
annual average distance tra;velled per head WllS only it'OJIl 12 to 15 
miles, and the carriage of goods only (WO Ibs. before the railway 
came; but that after this bad begnn to work, the numbers had 
risen to {) timeR their former amount. Since 188n, the traffic on 
these same Hnee has again been doubled , so that it, is now 10 times 
what it w..8it. While the tra"clling expenses for wuJkiDg and driving 
(1880) were estimated a.t 13 nre per mile, those of the railway a.re 
only {) (1re; carriage of goods by the high-rou.d was estimated at 
42 9re per ron per mile, :lS agaillllt 8 "'~ by rail. These figures 
w:ill show what vital significance railways have had for aU economic 
conditions. 

Relatively early, and li.bout the same time iU'I in the two other 
Scandinavian countries, the question of laying railways arose in 
Norwa.y. In 1846 a private applica,tion W808 made. for permission 
to lay a line from Kristiania. to the southe~ end of Lake Mj08en. 
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It WIUI .only by an agrep.ment of 1850, however, approved in 1851, 
between lIome English ca.pitalists and the Norwegian government, 
tha.t a determina.tion was come to Ttlga.rding the construction of the 
line_ By this agreement the St.a.te was to pay half the expenses 
of construction (Lnd also the expenses of acquiring the land. ,The 
English capitalists secured to themselves in ltdvance a. some~hat 
higher interest than the usual one on their advanced cftpitnl. The 
line (Kt'l~"tifmia -Eidsvold) wn.s opened for traffic in 1854 (42 
miles). Most of those who had (l,llything to do with the constrUc­
tion of t.his first railwa.y believed tha.t it would be the oilly ~ne_ 

Not nHW)' years luui elapsed, however. before the questkm\ of 
const,ructinf! new railways arose, and ·in t857 it was decided 
tha.t three new liIles were b) be hdd . 

At the time when it W!l.H dccidP.<! to continue t,he constrnc· 
tion of railways, it was ILIso decided tv construct these lines as 
government railwa.ys. The principle of the government railwaJ 
W!l.8 not, however, entirely carried out. in that. t,he mean& 
requil-ed for the constrnction were partly contributed by municipa­
lities Ilnd private persons in return for share!'; in the railways con· 
cerned. In this manner, ~be country perhaps secured more linef. 
within a- short time than would Imvc been the case under It purely 
governmcllt-railwuy system. The principle employed, however, had 
its incouveniences. 'I'he somewhat planless luying of the first line~ 

in the country must to It certa in extent be sll.id t.o have been 'dm 
to this circumf>lt,ance. Administration wa.'! also made difficult by 
the fact of th f>re being so mall)' companie!l with different manage· 
ment of moneY-lllatterll, different accounts, etc. At the prefilenl 
time there are no JeRs than 13 different government railwa.y COlli · 

pawe!! with a t<~tal length pf line of 1,040 miles. 
After It period of a somewhat forced construet.ioh of railwaYf 

in the seventies and a subsequent period of ten years, in which 
no railways were constructed, their construction WILS again resumeo 
in the beginning of the nineties_ At present, however, the ptin 
ciple followed is alrogether that of the government lines. Now," 
too, a Cl'"rtain contribution is required from the district - &8 a. 
rule In 6/0 or 20 % of the cost of the line ; but in return for ~ 
contributiolJ, the district does Dot receive Sh9.re8 in the ra.ilway, 
the proceeds of which go exclusively to the State. There is a.t 
present SO miles of p,.urely government railwa.ys. This ' figuN, 
however, will 900n be considE'rll.bly increased, inasmuch as govern-. 
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ment railways of a total length of about 600 miles are either in 
COUl'Se of construction or have been determined npon, 

In order to make it possible to remove the difficulties that 
result nom the parcelling out of the ra.ilwa.ys between several 
companies, a law has heen passed for the expropriation of older 
railwaYIi. The government sha.res in these lines a.t present amount 
to about 86 % of the total amount of shares, thus leaving nbout 
1"0 % in the hands of municipalities and privat-e persons. In 
the course of time, the State hal'> bought up the greater pnrt of 
the priva.te !!Ihares in the line from Krist.ianill. to EidsvoM. The 
government has, moreover, been authorised to acquire the remaining 
preferential shn.res by exchanging them with government bonds, 
u project which bns beeu almost complefoP-lr carriHd out. It \\'ill 
be seen from th~ above, that there are nt present. in the country 
government railways of It· total length of 1,120 mile~. To this must 
be added the line from Kristiania. to Eidsvold, in which the Sta.te 
has the predominating interest, and which' has It length of 42 
miles. Of late there ha.ve also been constructed 80mi' smaller 
tertiary railwa.ys, townrds which government ha.'1 g-ivcn It grant, 
either in the form of shares or in the form of a lonn not subject 
to interest nor repayment by instillments. One smaH pri vate line 
has also been ltl.id without It government subsidy. The totallcngth 
of the private lines recently built, not including tramways IIJld 
Jililllilar lines, amounts to li8 m.ilcs. Thus the total lengtJl of all 
railways in Norway Il.iIlounts at present to J,2:!O miles, tL figure, 
which, however. within the next. f()w year!!, will be ruised to about 
1,850 miles. As already stated, thiH increas() will result chiefly 
from the government railways that. are in course of COllstruction 
or have been resolved upon; but the private krtillry lines have attic.­
made rapid progress of late, and there Ilrc indications of a 'con­

. tinued dev~lopment in this direction . The StortLing, for instance, 
in 1899 voted subsidics to three new private tertiary railways. one 
of which ~- the Vltidres Railway - is IL very important under­
taking (60 miles), which it is also intended to fit up somewhat 
better than is usual with tertiary ru.ilways. 

With these railways. !Iowever, tho~e that Ill'e completed and 
those that are under construction or have been determined upon, 
the railway sysbem is not .yet fully developed . The construction 
of leveral, to Home extent considerable, lines is still 'required for 
thia end. 
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The purpose of the earlie t railways was to connect the larger 
and more densely populated inland distri ts with the coast, or, in 
other words, the larger towns with their surrounding district . In 
the fir t place it was thought neces 'ary to ronnect the largest 
continuous inlund inhabited district, namely, the east-country districts 
round Lake Mjosen with the capital (the Rristiania and Eidsvold ):.ine, 

(1 64). Subsequently 0ster­
dalen wa brought nearer to 
this line of communication 
by means of the Ranlar and 
Elverum Line (1 62), which 
vas extended to Aa"mot in 
1 71. The connection be­
tween Eidsvold and Hamar, 
however. was still maintained 
by steamers on Lake Mjosen, 
until, in 1880, a connecting 
lin wa laid along the east 
bank of Mjot:len to Ramar, 
continued in 1 96 far up into 
Gudbrandsdalen, under the 
name of the Eidsvold and 
Otta Railway. In 1902 a line 
will be opened from Kri tiania, 
via Hadeland and Toten, to 
Gjovik on the west bank of 

From the Voss Railway. Lake Mj0sen, called Nord-
banm(N orthernRailway). The 

othcr large town that have been provided with railways are 
Trondhjem, where a railway to Storen was opened in 1864; Dram­
men, with the Rand fjord Line (1 6 ), with branch lines to Kongs­
berg and Kr0deren; Stavanger with the Jrederen Railway (187 ); 
Bergen with the Voss Railway (1883). (of whose length of 67 mill'S 

almost one tenth is in tunnels); and Kristiansand with the Sews­
da! Railway (1896). A line from Arendal to Aamli was resolved 
upon in 1 94. 

All t31ese, as it will be een, are local lines. The three lines 
that establish a connection with Sweden have more the character 
of main lines or trunk railways, namely, the Kongsmnger Railu;,ay 
(1 62), eastwards, the maalen Rail/cay (1879), running by a coast 
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and an inland line southwlLrds from Kristiania., and the lIferaker 
Railway (1881) from Trondhjem. nly 27 miles of the OjlJtm 
Railway, which i now being built from the head of th Ve tfjord 
to the large iron-ore district in Norbottten and to th Swedi h 
Norrland Railway, lies within the frontiers of our country. Th 
cost of construction in this wild mountain country is stimatcd, 
however, at 9.3 million kroner. 

A more connected railway sy tem within the country itself, 
the We tern Railway, was brl)uO'ht about by the connectinO' lin 
Kristiania. to Drammen, laid in 1 72, and in] 1 'continued to 
Skien. Combined with the Randsfjord Railway and it branch 
lines, this line has a total I ngth of 225 miles. 

The first :t:eal trunk line in the country, connectinO' large 
districts, wa vLtn.ined when the local di trict railwftys of Kl'i tiania 
and Trondhjeru w re connected via 0sterdalen by the Roros Rail­
waJ (1877). ' By this line, the distance between Kri tiania, the 
economical centre of the country in the south, and Trondhjem, 
the traffic centre in the north, where ILbout 1/4 of the population 
of th country lives, was reduced from 793 miles by selL to 349 
miles by rail (with a change of gauge, however, at HILmar). 

It Wa£) not until 1894 that the Storthing passed an act for 
the second great trunk line, connecting Bergen, the financial centre 
of the west, with the east country, by continuing the Voss Lin 
across the mountains eastwards. In 1898 its further course was 
finally detennineil via Hallingdal to the Northern Railway (Nord­
banen), joining thi at Roll, in TIadeland. In 1907, the di tance 
between the two largest towns in the country will thereby be I' duced 
from 423 miles by sea to about 310 miles by rail, :Ll'ld the time 
occupied on the journey will be about one third of the sh rt.est 
voyage at present. This Bergen Railway, which for more than 
60 mil s of its length is at a height of more than 2,300 ft. above 
the ell" pre-tlnts considerable technical dif:ficultie . At present a. 
tunnel (the Grav hal Tunnel), 3 miles long, is in COUTS of con­
struction in the mountains, (2820 ft. above the sea level). The 
large quantity of SIlOW will probably render it necessary to cov r 
in the lin for consideL',.ble distances. 

'By a vote of the same year, 1 94, it was decided to extend the 
J rederen Line to Flekkefjord, and thus the third natural trunk line 
of the eountry, the West Country Railway, may be said to have 
been established in principle, from tavanger round the south of 
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Norway (via Kristianaand), to ~pe WAstern Railway ,and KriBtla.nia.. 
It is estimated, that this line with its branchet:l to the numerous 
coast towns, will be more than 370 miles in length. This line 
too, has to be taken through a mountain country that is very 
~x:pen8ive to work; of the 10 miles nearest E'lekkefjord no~ ~der 
construction, more than 3 miles is tunnel. ! 

The construction of yet another trunk line wa.'1 also en~red 
upon in 1894, by the concession to t.he line from Hell, on the 
Meraker line, to Sunde on Lake SnllltSen. This is the Nm'dland 
Railway, which will be extended northwards along the longitudinal 
valleys of Nordland, round the helLOS of the fjords , probably e.qter­
ing tbe polar circle, to Bodo, ttbout BliO miles. Farther north, 
the wild, mountainous character of the country probably presents 
insurmountable difficulties. 

In order to complete the grt:)a.t natural main lines of the 
Norwegian ra.ilway system, WI illdicuied by t.he structure of the 
country and the distribution of its inhabited part'3 (see the map), 
there still remaius a continuation of the Northern Railway from 
Gjovik via Guclbrandsdttlen to Trondhjem. with a branch line to 
Rom!ildalen (if continued to Molde r~b(jllt 250 miles of new line). 
By tJlis celltral line It systeuHLtic connection between the chief 
divisions of the country will be completed It,Ild all the existing 
railways of the oountry will he connect.ed with the exception of 
the Ofoten Railway . It will be seen, however, that more than I;, 
of this trunk line system still remains to be determined upon and 
laid. It amonnt~ altogether tQ ruore than 2,500 miles, a truly great 
task to be undenaken by a. people numbering 2,000,000 persons. 

The llmited amouut c-t' traffic on our ruilwnys very soon re­
sulted in efforts to reduce, as far as possible, the cost of t,heir 
construction. The Kristiania and Eidsvold Line, l"Lud later on the 
Kongsvinger Line were laid with the normal g"d.uge (4.708 ft.). 
Subsequently, however , for :1, number of years, a narrower gauge 
(R.5 ft.) was employed even in lines which have afterwards be­
come links in the trunk line system of the country. Aa, in addi­
tion to r.he narrow gauge, the whole fitting-up was of II, plainer 
kind, it W;U1 found that the cost of construction of the narrow­
gauge lines was considerably cheaper. At the same time, howfver, 
lines with a normal gauge were still constructed. Thi8 difference 
of gauge necessa.rily caused great inconvenience, especially in the 
main lines; and when once the division was introduced,' JJ_.~as_ 
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further developed by extension and . connection with one group or 
the other. Owing to these circumstances, the g-auge question in 
railway technics is the one that in this country hn.s been most 
thoroughly exn..mined into and discussed. The fight between the parti. 
sans of the different gauges has been carried on for a nnmber of 
year!!. Of late, however, the normal gauge has won n decided 
victory over the narrow gauge. By employing about the same 
method of construction and material in both g'ILnges, the diffe· 
rence in the cost of constructiou h/l.':l provE>V to be cOIiRiderltbly 
less than was originally supposeu (now, 0)) IUl ILVcrl"Jie, only about 
II per cent). A lighter COllstructiou of normal gauge roads htlS 
to u. certain extent beeu adopted , by which t,he expenses of 
construction of r:lilwlLys of this gauge too, CILD be very f..'ODsider· 
ably reduced, a~ comllared with the trunk lines of other eountries, 
that arc designed for great speed and heavy t,ra.ffi c. If the normal 
gauge ie to be introduced on all the ma.i.n lines of the country, 
reconstruction will be necessary with regard to several of them. 

The tra·ffic on the Norwegian ra.ilwa.ys, like that of other 
countries, has increased cous idemhly in t.he (',ollt'se of years, not 
only with the addition of new lines, bllt all>o 011 the old lines. 
The increase has been even on the whole, although na.turally with 
eom.e ups and dowml according to tile condition of affairs. At 
present we are in a rapidly risillg period. 'rhe woss revenue from 
t.be railwa.y traffic in the businelll< year 1 898- !lf), amounted to 
about 14.5 million mner (kr. 11,76H per mile), of which fl.ti million 
kroner WtlS from plUlsenger traffic, 7.i) million from goods traffic, 
anll ..0.3 million from other sources. The ex p81~es of working and 
maintenance for the same bUl'lincHs year a.tnounted t.o :.l,·Oout 9.8 
million kroner (kr. 7,969 Pl'. mile). 

The working of the railways ha.<; not given ally very favourable 
result from a purely financial point of view. The net surplus, 
from wbich the expenees of interest are defrayed, and SUUlS are 
set aside £Or different funds, during the yeaTS in which the rail· 
ways have been in existence, has not represented It larg-e percentage 
of the capital investea. Since 1880 it luts only rarely been as much 
as 2%. Iu the traffic year 1898-99, however , it went up to 2.9 %. 
Scar~y 1 % has been distributed as dividend to the shareholders, 
It ill only the Kristiania ILnd Eidsvold Line thttt b';ves ita ehlil'ehol· 
den a fair dividend. Of the other lineR, some yield a relatively 
small. brcent&.ge, while others give no dividend at all. 
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The capitnJ invested in railwn ys ltmounted in the above-men­
tioned trnffic year, for all the government l'nilWlt),s, to about lIT. 
J46,000.000, Juul for the privfl.te l'ui!\\'ays 10 about k-r. 16,000,000, 
gh'illg It total fOI' all rllilwl1J:J of IIbout 1(;2 millioJl kr. New 
undertaking'S ha.ve been decid ed upon for ~l bout h. 70,000,000\ Mld 

it mo.y be Ilssumecl thai, the necessnry reconstruction wilJ rn.isf the 
working cn pital for the railwILYs laid and clocided upon in 'Nor­
way. to 250 million kroner. 

As mentioned above (p. 87). Norwuy is Ihe most thinly popu­
h .. ted cOllntry ill 1<JUI'ope, and it 111so has fcwest l'lIilwa,ys in proportion 
to its ilrCll. 'l'bere are only O.n miles of liue 10 twery 100 sq. miles, 
while Grea.t Brit.ain ami Ireland hllve .17.13, a.nd Frllllce 12.2. 1£ we 
compllre the Icugib of railway with the population. the result is more 
fa.vourable (li.J miles per 10,000 illhabit..'lnts). alld is only surpassed by 
Sweden (12.3 miles). Switzerland, Prllnce a.nd DellIlHlJ'k In Great 
Brit:urn and Ireland. th E"' ratio is i).2 miles per 10,000 inhabitants. 

CANALS. 

Oil account of hcl' lHlmel'OIlS I'h'cl's and Jakes, Nol'wuy affords 
cousidel'flble opportunity fM boat·comulullication within the COlUltry. 

Owing' to the large waterfuHs and the numel'ous ra.pids. however, 
it is only occasionally that:l continuous length of nu.tnnll mea ns of 
cOUHllUuication of ILi s kind is to be fOlilld. An improvement of the 
existiJlg wa.ter comlllunication also presents lIluny difficul ties, and 
thcrefore only n few such works of auy impol't:mce hn,ve bee11 under­
l.akeu . Vi'e shall here only mention the Fredrikshald Cllnal , the 
Norclsjo- Skien ellllal, and the l:l!mduk- Nordsju C:Ulal. 

The F'redrikslwld Canal (opened in 1877) ba:; cost three quar­
ters of It lIliUioll kroncr, and it has opened a. watcr-wlI), of about 
4-7 milcs from the lake .Ferusjoen , nelll' Fredrikshald , to tile northern­
most part of the Skullerud Lake in Boland. }"'rom this place a 
l:.crti;!)·y rMilwl't)' has been constructed to join the Kongsvinger Line, 
thus nlllking It cOllllected jjJle of corulllnuiClltion. 'fhere are 12 
IQ(:ks in the Fredriksllllld CllJHll. It is na.vignhle fOr vessels of 
b.G ft. draught. 'l 'his cannl offers IlHlli)' point,s of interest and is 
therefore mnch visited by tourists. 

The ]{ordsjfJ- Skien Callal connects the lake Nordsjo" in 
Telemnrken !lnd the Hiterdol Lake - which is c~llnected with it 
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by mean of a navigable river - with the head of the ki n Fjord. 
A fall of 50 ft. is overcome by means of two locks in Skien and 
four at L0veid. The canal wa opened for tl;affic in ] 61. Th 
expenses of making it amounted to about lIT. 1,000,000 .. 

The Bandalc-NordsjfJ anal connects Nord jo with the 
Bandak Lakes, an(~. thereby open' up an inland water-way 65 mil s 

Vi ew from Vrangfos . 

.in length, from th sea at Skien into the v 1'y heart of the moun­
t ains at Dalen, at the west end of Lake BalJdak. Tb h ight of 
this lake above the level of N ordsj0 is 17 ft. The fall in the 
river i overcorue by means of 14 locks, 5 of which are at Vrang­
fos . The ri e in eal-n lock i , on an average, rather more than 
13 ft. The canal was made in the years 1887- 92; the cost of 
making it 'mounted to about three million lITon r. It runs 
through a region of O'reat natural beauty and presents mOl' points 
of intere t thl1ll any othel lin of artificial water-way in candi­
navia. Vrangfo esp cially, both as regards scenery and construc-
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oon, is unique of ita kind. The du.Il1 at Vrangfos, which has It 

height of 121 ft. , raises the levd of the wn!,er 75 ft., and the 
watennll thus produced is something T£':1.11y worth seeiug. The 
construction of the cllllnl presented mau.\" very great difficulties. 

COAST TRAFFIC. 

In the section on Populutioll (p. DO), a state ment will be 
found to the effect that !/s of thc population of Norway li ve upon 
the const and fjords . One eighth }j\' C upon the islands in the 
csJ..irergaard _. \Vhen consideration is also taken to the fa.ct tbll.t 
almost the whole const-couutry is mOllut:li lJ ous, :lnd, to the west 
and north , often exceedingly wild and illlpructicabie, it will be 
ensily understood that Imler" tr(~ffi(' Ill llst Il ecessarily play it part in 
addition to llUIJ traffic, greater than perhnps ill any other land . 
'],his u:ttllrnl circumstance is the more signiliclll,t from the fact 
thlLt the clikjrerga:trd _ [liong almost the whol~ of the long coast 
affords sheltered na.vigation. where the condition of the weather 
is seldom a hindrance to the traffic. 

A large proportion of the daily traffie fo]' short distances 
along the coast is carried on "in boats . 'fhe same open bon.ts thu.t 
are use<l by the coast population for fishing', llre employed to I~ 

great f'xtent for travelling and transpolt. There is It number of 
peculiar forlllS of boa t along our extensive COiLSt In th~ south. 
the boats regularly carr." fore-and-aft sail. 'fhe bestkllowll type 
of open boat is the Lister boat. The H valer boat is u ver)' 
practical form of Slllall d ,~cked boat, that is much used by the 
pilots in the south. I n the west and north , the boa.t-s are as a 
rule lighter lwd more pointed , with more upright, high prow, 
and carr)'illg onl), one sail, It square sail . 'fil e most de,"e.loped 
type of these is the Nordland boat, which, on account of it.s 
rigging, is not very well adll pted for suiling close-hauled, but 
gvea ca.pi t.:tlly before the wind, alld is morco\'er exceedingly light 
to row. 

'fhe trlUlsPOrt of goods [or longer dist.ances along the shore, 
was formerly carried on in SWllll sailing-vessels. These, like the 
boats, were also n.s 11 rule with fore-llIld-aft sllil in the south 
and square sail in the north (Nordland jab;!;). In some trad"es: 
especially the fi sheries, these sailing-"cssels have continued to be 
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URed for ca.rrying wood and othe~ similar things 'to the towns; 
but in most departments they have gradually been 8upplanted by 
steamers. 

A('.cording to the official statistics, the number of vessels em­
ployed in home coast-traffic is as follows: 

.Number of Slliling· V(>8St,l~ . 
. 8 tellmcI"l! . 

Tonnagtl of 811i1i1lJ::-Yc8sel~. 

. Stcnuwn<. 

- l_ l';~ --. 18_7_'~-_ _ rl ,~~~8~~ ---.ll'_~~~~_~ ' 
. j! 2,.:m 2,tl22 2,M; 2,tl:14 

'. 1:," <" ..... 0',(1 lO!) I 2:1(1 362 
" .• ,~ (16,.38 08.!!40 I 72,283 

. ii 2,8f10 7,76:/ I 13,674 l6,!J41) 

The numoer of voyages [Llld t.heir tonnage together for 188i/, 
are represented by the following figures: 

flailing·Ve~~l~ 

St.ewneJ'fl • 

G77,569 
3,Utl8, 418 

'fht:! steamers hun thus at that date n.Irelldy biken 8G.5 per 
cent of the coast-traffic tOllnage. 

These official figures do not, howcn>l'. nel1.l'ly l'cpresent Ule 
whole extent of the coast traffic, fol' they include unly those ships 
tha.t have not obtained their certificate of na.tionality fol' foreign 
voyage!!. This, however, most of the larger stea.mers have, that 
run in regular routes along the COltHt. If thesc pa.cket-boats and 
all steamers uuder 100 toDl, are reckoned lUI belonging to the CORst 
$raffle, the number of steamers for 18U7 would be 501 with a 
tonnage of 42,600 register tons. 

If we suppose that these ships in 1897 have made. on an 
a.verage, as IJlany voyah~S annually as those without a certi6cate 
of ~ti(lllality did in 1885, they will represent a tonna,ge of 
'9,800,000 tons, as against 528,000 for sa.iling-vessels. 

There is no estimate of the stowage of ships in home traffic. 
In order, however, to form an approximate idea of the home goods 
.traffic by sea, we may presume that each net register ton (100 
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gJIbic feet) of hold corresponds to 1 ton (2,240 Ibs.), which is 
rather less than the average stowage of steamers sailing to and . 
from foreign countries in 1897 (1.2 toll). The a.niount of goods 
conveyed in home coast-traffic would thus amount to 10.3 millioo. 
tons (95 per cent of this by steamer). ; 

If we compare this figure with the transport of goods 'by rail 
for .the same period, 2.2 million toilS, we see that the total home 
transport has been more than twice ItS la.rge as in transactions 
with forilign countries (5.5 million t.oIlS). Ilnd tha.t in the home 
. tz:aific, transport by stealll and sn.iling' vessels has been more tha.n 
4 times 8.8 great as by rail *). If we also consider that the 
avera/:,re distance of transport ill the cou,8t~trtt.ffic is considerably 
greater than by rail (41 miles ill 18$l7- !l8), /lS, according to the 
figures for 1885, only 3B per cent of the tonnage (ve!sels without 
certificate of nationality) was engaged ill voyages within one county, 
we ilhall !:lee how fu.r lllorc importiLnt the tr'llIsport by sea is thlln 
tlui.,t by rail in the hOllle trade in thc coast· country of Norwlty. 
Hardly any other (,OUlItry, except possibly Greece, ca.n present 
anything similar. In compa.ring- it with other countries with 
respect to means of commnnicatiou, where the railwa.y is the 
standard of measurement, this circumstance lllust be taken into 
account. In 188b, the cou.st-t.mffic in Norway was reckoned t.o 
be 3'h times as huge u.s that ill D.mmark , ILlld more than double 
that in Germany. 

Thf'i greater part of the coa.st.traffi c is Cl{rried 011 by stea­
mers running regulnr routes. A distinct·ion mlLy here be made 
between the coar:t-boat. .. , pt"oper, which mainta.in It. connection between 
the towns, the jjm·d-boats, which connect the coast toWll8 with 
&.eir surrounding country up the fjords !Lud in the «skjrergaard», 
and lastly, the "mall boats, often open, that carry Oil th"-e local 
tra.ffic in the towns themselves and their immediate ueighbourh,ood . 
The coast-boats are generally vessels of from 300 to ~ wn" 
burden, with a speed of from 9 to 12 knots (lL fp.w newer ·ones 

.) Thill approximate t'J!timatc of the goorlA tr:In~JW'lted in COMt.-tzatfiC, 
togcther v ith the railway st.lltistil'8, ma.y be eDlplo~'t.~1 In give an idM or the 
Imllt( or the good~ {~om·"yed by !II'.a and rail. It we .!IU ppoee the saU:te aver. 
value per ton for home <Xlllsignmentl! all for fUN'.igll tra~One (kr. 81), we , 
obtain for 1897 mo~ tbl\l1 Ii tboUl!&ld million kNn~r ill the home trade - i):lout, 
6 wns and kr. 481 per bead - against 481 miliioll kroner in ~ foreign ~-
ahout 2.6 tons and kr. 205 llr. head. . 
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IIote over 1,000' t.ons, a.nd up to 14 knom). The most general type 
of fj'ord. bOat is one of frtm 70 to 120 tons, and a. speed of froDi 
8 to 10 knots. There ie:, ~n an average, one steamboat station to 

·~very 1;000 people in the cOIloSt-country. The connection between 
the la.tge coast-towns up to Trondhjem is maintained by an ft.vetage 
of at leait one steamer daily, north of Trondhjem at least every 
two days, except in Finmll-rken, · w here it can be , put at every 
three days (rather oftener in the summer). The t,ime occupie'd in 
the various voyages is as .follows: Kristlu.nilL to Bergeu .. about 38 
hoUl'S ; Bergen to Trondhjem. 32 hourI'!: Trondhjelll to · Troml!9, 
37 hours; Tromsn to Vadsu, 53 boun;. 

By far the ~JTe!iter' pa,rt of the course tha.t the l!ltea.mers take is 
in water shut in b.f the «skjrergaltrd - . 'l'he longest piece ,of open 
sea south of Finmu,rKp.D is off Jrederen, takiug about f> hours to pass. 
On the other hand , the narrow c}utnneJs with the innumerable 
isleta and sunken rock~. demaLld the greatest skill on the pm of 
captains and pilots. Experience flhows that· these denl/lUds are 

thoroughly fulfilled; for wrecks ,md loss of Jife lutv,: heen extremely 
rare ill the time the i'lten.1t1 hUlLt t,mffic hU-::l been curried on. 

The first Norwegian sU:!umer WUl; procured by the government 
in 1827, to carry post awl plUIHeng'erl> from Kri!d.iani~, to Copen­
hagen, and from Kristiu,nia to Kriijtiansand . Subsequently the 
traffic was extended north wards lliong the coast as fa.r lUI Filllllar­
ken, where communication with the Houth had formerly been very 
slow ILlld difficult.. AI; th" privu,te swamhollt traffic gradually 
developed, the government withdrew, ,lwl in J 870 gave up it-s Jut 
route (to Copenhagen). Allt1 0Rt aU the packet-boats proper (about 
200, with 37,000 tons) lI,re uow owned by joint-stock companiefl. 
The 5 largest of the~ companiew - with hCll.d offices in Arend~ 
Stav1Ll'lger, Bergeu, Trondhjem and Vewwraulell _.- have 64 stea.­
,meN in all, with It toto.I of 25,000 tons. 
f On many route!:! the paA"enger and goodij ttltific alone would not 
pay. A considerable addition to the profits, however, is m(Ule by the 
payment mftde by government for the rej.,,,,1hn conveyllJlce of mails 
&long the coast districu In the present budget this iij put down at kr. 
~l,906;QOO. In order to improve t,he commuuication with certain out-of­
,~&W&y fjOroil and islands where there is little tra.ific, the government. 
lWthennore contributes directly to the support of privak steamboat 
~Plpe.riie8 - ti.t the present time, tLbout kr. 800,000. In this con­
~on: it UJ,a..l be mentioned ,that the I:overnment also ijUpporbt 
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two or three IlteatnbolLt tfIie8 to foreign VUm, plil'ticuht.rly to obta.in 
rapid posf,ul communication, e.g. Kristiansaud and Fredr:iJCshavn .. 
~utlnlld (daily), and Bergen and :S-cwcast!(' (R times It week). The 
intention of encouraging- export hltE! of oours~ flomething tp; do 
with this alllO, \l.Ild is the ouly object of the t.hird govarnmfnt­
support,(...a. route .- from the lJorth and west, of Norway t.) ~.he 
Medit.erranetUJ. At the prelltmt time, 'about half jL million kroner 
is paid for thp conveya.nce of ma.ils, and the support of tbeee three . 
route> to foreign l)ort.s. The total government gra.nt for stea.m~oat 
OOIDlIlUUiclltioll thtH; lllnounts to almost ';!.'h million kroner, ::-atber 
wore t.ha.n halt of this ueing for f.lJC conveyance of rnltils. 

In all thc:':e sum!! t,he grRnt to r>t.eamers on lakes is !Llso included. 
Of la.te years, the rich and v[I,rieeI scenery of Norway h lUi , at­

t racted all ever .. increasiug number of pleastm~ .. seekers to the country, 
cbietly in the 1Il00lths of July aml AUl,rust.. 'l'heir Humber haa been 
.... "timated at 13,5G!! in 1 R~{j, if),7-I-7 in 1887, 1fi,77(, in I RSS, 23.40H 
in .1 KHO ani! 27,lm·; in 1 ~90. Englii;iunen alld Swedes were most. 
larg'cly represeuted. The profit. they briJIg" to the country WUiI est·i­
mated atf, million kr. in 1 8~ fj , and for lSnr) ma.y be putl~t 7 or K million. 

The mean>; of COIIlllJuuication, stea.mer!;, railways, driving rolld!;. 
mountain roads, etc. thll.t. will give touriHts t.he best return for 
their outlay , will be found fully detailed ill the ordinary !,"1lide .. 
booh. (Bacdtka. Norw;ty, Sweden and Dcmllttrk. 7 ed. Leipsic' 
1899 ; OQok';;; Guide t.o Norwlty. Sweden, ILnd Demllt1.rk. )3 ed. Loudon 
1Sn!) ; Muna!f. Honduook for Tra.velleri> in Norwlt.y. !) erl. Lo n .. 
don I HH7; 1'. N1:clsm. Reisehaandbog' m'er Nort,!p.. !l Hclg. Krist]­
·ama. 18flH; Meyers Jteisebt:cher. Norwej.{cll. Schwedeull. Dii.nemark. 
j Anfl. Leipzig I SD!1; Tl;om(l~ S. 1I'1"SOfL The Handy Guide .to 
Norway. 4- ed. London Its98) . 

The authorities publi sh a weekly time-table - • Norgru; Com· 
municatioDer~ containing the principltl rl\.ilwlLy alld st-eamhoit. 
ronres. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY • 

. 4."9aa~ 1:11 Piau flW Komnut,..ikati01ls~vesell~t (hummunikationsiwuuniA>!ionu!I 
I"d~ .~iIliflg. ':';tll. Forb. 1886. ~ D. "). " 

.J01l . HKOUC; ,\AR1). l kt nor"t Veitl(UctUI Huto!"i" 111M {)cef"ltigt · tWer -St~ 
Vtit·lI'.ttn8 Vi rkilllmlwl i TidSrllmflU'.i. J820- 1H!JG. Krilltianfa }.899. 

L<'orlunullinger /)(f Ak/8tykkn' v~"u:ndt cIt nrw, kc .Ternhan«. ·/ ::"'Xll. K.risU­
IIO;a 1876- -82, 1896. 

Kill/fllvreunet8 Hist()l"ie. UdarbQda aj Ki1.naJk(mt~t. I-IX. 
1881- 88. 



POST, TELEGRAPH AN D 
TELEPHONE 

POSTAL SERVICE. 

TN)': beginning of the NorwegiilJ\ posta l Ilflrvice d.u,tcs from a.bout 
the middle of the 17th centllry. Durillg' the first few years, 

the development wlig slow, u,nd limik'tl chiefl y to the eabtbIisbment 
of connect.iug tilleR between the c~.p'jtaJ lUll} the must imporbmt of 
the other tOWUfI ill the Cf)uutry; I.mt bef\)re the close of the cen­
tury, 0, regular postuJ fiervi ce w all organitled IIp to the mOst nor­
therly districts of the cou ntry . 

In D.ll'!' !lay, the postal l"Outefi eovcr the whole country like 
a. network, and in llmnCl'(Hl !1 ways phwes it in regular alld frequent . 
communication with foreign countri~.; . The most important foreign 
mail route!; are the l'ILilwIl.Y from Kriatiuuia., vin Gotcborg. to 
Copenhagen, by whlch the post comel:! ILlld goes twice [I. day; u. 
dltily Mte-... nH."r-route between Kristiansand I~Dd Frederikshavn in 
J utllUld, lind It tri-weekly steamer-rouk between Bergen and New­
castle. Th~ most importallt inland POElt routes are identical with 
the railways a.nd the largE' priva.te stea.m9hip-companies routes, 
that, !;ta.rting from KristilLllia, Bergen and Tl-ondhjem. embra.ce 
the entire COll8t from Kristiania to V Mao. The total length. of 
postal routes in U~g8 ,~lJl(muted to about 42,864 miles. It is in­
dicati"i"e of the (lOuntry 's natural means of traffic that of this 
amount 27,4-25 miles wu.s by water, 14,137 miles by high-road, 
and 1,002 miles by rail. The distance travel'lled was 4,192,337 
miles by ."w&.ter, 2,192,f137 ruiles by high-road, and 1,446,077 miles 
by ' rail, 1,831,3c) miles in all. 
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The conveyance of the mails wae at first imposed upon the 
peasants as It duty with no return but exemption from certain· 
other duties, such as military service a.nd. posting obliga.tions. This 
system was of course long ago discontinue}!, and all cou,:e;rance 
of mails is now performed by contract. The total expenses q£ the 
inland postal service 'amount at present to nea.rly 2 million Jrtoner 
per tlunum. of which the conveyance by steamer costs niore ' thll..U 
1 million, by . t:a.il about "kr. 4-50,000, H.nd by rural and boat postal 
routes ahout lo-. 350,000. , 

The rates of postage were originally dependent upmi the 
distanoe, lUI well as on the weight und size of the pll,cket. Thil:l 
principle was continued, although in 11 more and more simplified 
form, down to the middle of the l(lth century. the present ,prin­
ciple. in which the postage iii independent. of 1'1e (limnce conveyed, 
not being adopted until 1854. In t.he imllle 'year postage stamps 
were also introduced. The inland postage for u.n ordinary prepaid 
letU,r is 10 ore. If the letter is more tlUUl 15 gr.unmes (0.48 oz.) 
in weight. the postage is 20 itrt\ Hud for lettet'8 weighing more 
than 125 grammes (4 oz.). HO (ojr(,. The IIlU.X ! IIlUlll weight of an 
ordinary letter is 600 blTammes (W oz. ) 

Norway hus been a member of the Postal Un ion since its 
foundation in 1874, and shares in the internatiuntll i"!onventions 
llnd arrangements with th o=J exception of the llJTangement· COD­
cerning the hooks of identit.y. In order to improve still further 

. the postal communication with foreign eountries, mure or less com-
prehensive Ilgreemenh-l bUNe also been entered into with tbe 
neighbouring conntries of Sweden, Denmark and Russia, and with 
Germany , France. the British Isles, and the United States. 

The working of tbe postal arrangements in Norway 'was not 
a.t first a j.,"tQvemment affair, but a personal privilege the bolder of 
which fnrnillhed the means ro pay the expenses connected with 
the t108ta.l service, and received the profits. Not until '1720 "as. 
tbe postal service brought directly under the Crown. 'lh~' con,. 
veyH.l.lee 'o~ the mails. howelrer, is not entirely a. g.uvernment m0-

nopoly, aatbe monopoly only includes sellled.lettt>-l1I. The:rn.a.nage­
ment of poetal matt.ers is in the ha.nds of the Public Works 
Depa.rlment, and under the charge of a secretary. The regular 
posf..offices are divided according to their importance into :) clatBel, 
entitled postkontorcr, postaalmerier and brevhuae. On all the nill. 
ways, and on -Qte most· important steamer routRs, travelling p~ 
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offices a.re also established. At the close of 1898, the total number 
of post-offiCe8 wtUI 2,241, and of employes, 3,43H. 

It appears from international postaJ statistics for 1898, that 
in comparison to bel' popuJatiol}, Norway is one of. the countries 
mos't abundantly supplied with post-offices in thc Postal Union, 8S 

there is a. pOllt-office to every 990 in}Hl.bitants~ A more favourable 
oondibion iII this rel:ipect is shown by only one country in Europe, 
namely Switzerland, where there is It porl-office to every 840 
inhabitants. After NorwllJ comes Gt<rmany with 14TH inhabitants . 
to every post-office. 

The 'revenue of t.he Norwegilw Post Office is increusing 
rapidly, IUlO during thf! lust iJ years JUlS llugmellted by !In average 
of kr. 252,000 V"l' allIlUIll. In 1898, the totul receipbl were n . 
4 ,407,868 and the expf'lltliture kr. 4, ] 83,222. 

In 1 8~)8, ;lS.o63,IiOO in]::l.nd letters were \.li~pntchoo, of which 
:!,23f:i,!IOO were lett.ers with declflre(l value, luuOll'ntin/{ to 
kr. 334,475,000; Ilnd fl,2I.in,500 foreigll letters, of which 70,800 
were lettf't8 with declared vnhw, lLIl101111ting to l..--r. ta,fISfl,lOO. 
The number of foreign letwr~ reeeived wa..~ o,!l4 1 ,000. of which 
.14-,lOO wen le~tetll with declilred vnlue. 1l.111nuuting til kr. !1,!lBU,2OU. 
In the course of tbe year, 4G,44[1,400 newsplL~r~ ILnd pcriodicalfl 
were dispatched, 4 ,nK800 other packets. ot: printed lIlatWr, fllunples 
ann business papers. UJJd :n5,000 partch;. The lllllllber of pOShll 
and telc!{ru,phic money orders dispatd\ed was 2fIH.474. to the 
amount of kr. 12,i>40,74G. 

The aver-oLgc per head of letter~ dibpntched is ubout 17.&. 
COlUparing this with the number ot: lettcn! per h .. ad in other 
countries. it ltppenrs that among [Ifi countries in tIle Postal Union, 
Norway is the 17th us reg-aNs the a.mouut of correspond('nce, ILnd 
among .21 European {:ountrics, the 10th. The correspondence is 
greatest in the towll'COtlntieH KristilLnia. a.tld Bergen, where the 
numbers are 5fi.98 and 3!J.o7 JetteI'M respectively per inhabits.nt 
(reckoned IloCcording ttl the population at the last census); next 
comes FiuIDarken with 21.30 letters per head. Of foreign conneo­
tioris, thu.t with Genlf{l.Dy is the hriRkest. In 18!'8, 1,078,4-00 
ordi.na.rj letters were dispatched to Germany; next come the 
British Isles with 93!?,800, Sweden with !l36,200, Denmark with 
480,700, and France with 208,900. 

In ,the course of the last 10 years, the correspondence of the 
country hItS, been almost exactly doubled. 
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TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE SYSTEMS. 

On the 1st Janu8.ry, 18fln, Norway '", fin;t telegraph.liDe l Wa.<i 
opened between KristiRnia and Drammen. In June €If the ~e 
yea.r, It line was laid to the Swedish frontier, und thus ,commu,ica­
tion established with foreign countries. In order to procure, a. 
I:lomewhat complete t-elegraph system for the whole land, consider­
able consttuctive energy Wll8 expended in t.he next succeej:1ing 
years; and on reaching the most northerly towns in the country, 
Hammerfcst, Vadso RDd Vurdo, in 18iO, the trunk lines of the 
telegraph system may be snid to have been completed. The chief 
lines are from Kristiania., through Glldbru,udsdu.len and Trondhjem, 
to Vadeo, tbe Hnes branching' off frotu these to Romsdalen 
and Bergen ; lines from Kristianiu. t.hroll~h KongsviuA'er and through 
Smaalenene to Sweden; from KristiaIJia along the coast to Stav­
anger a.nd Bergen, /lnd the coast~lille from Bergen to Trondhjem. 
In conjunction with these mu.in litH'S. there is a lacltl telegra· 
phic sytem, which , however, is mainly confined to the fishing­
districts. 

The management. (If the tdegrllph u.nd telephoue hIlS ' always 
been a government lIlollopoly, thongh ill such a. manner thilt 
within the boundaries of lJ munieipalit)' it wu.s originally free. 
There was no III,w ou this matter bpfore J KKI. While the working' 
of tbe telegraph hrut alwlLyt! heen ulldert.u.ken by the government, 
tha.t of the telephone, from the Yery first. WIlS conceded to private 
enteI'})rise. The developllll~llt of circulDat.auces graduully brought 
about a change in this, and in 188G, the firflt government line Wll8 
laid, arranged exclusively for telepbonic co~munication. It may 
now be considered a. fixed principle tha.t the government ta.kes over 
t·he connecting lines between the va.rious parts of the country .. a.nd 
hetween t.he towns ; while the working of the local telephone_.~.Y 
·for tb~ pN~nt be left to private enterpriflp., bnt in IlUch a. mlWllel'. 
thll,t tLe government reserves to ' itself the right of fl8ta.~,hing or 
t-:Uring OVf:'r local telephonelJ to whatever extent Dl&Y' be deemed 
advisable in the interests of the public. In accordance with this, a. 
new act Itppeared In 189fJ, giving the government the sole right of 
putting up telegraph and telephone lines, doing a.way with the 
former liberty to work II. telephone within the boundaries of '& 

municipality, and at the s.a.me time giving the gowmm60t the ': 
d' 
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right of expropriation with re.fard to already completed priVH.te 
lines. The government has moreover already commenced the for­
mation of It complete state telephone 8.vstem, and during the last 
three years has voted But!Cessively, to telegraph !lnd telephone lines, 
kr. 1,331,$100, kt. 1,39S, luO and kr. 1,420,&00. Of these flUUlS, the 
amounts devotOO. to unmixed telephone lille~ were kr. f10G,300. 
n. 869,860, and kr. flH),900. In the south llnd west , 01' Norway. 
u. connected state telf'>phone system has alreu.dy been completed : 
and aeoording to a pllLn, worked out· by Uu' oin>ctor of the 
telegraphic service, for t.be future extension of the tele_phone, there 
should be, in 1906, It fa.irly complete sta.te t.elephotlC syst.em over 
the whole country_ 

The total It:ugth of ,:tllte telegmpL n,nd tcl~phone lines ILt 
the close of 18H8, U,J11QUllted to 7.4-8f) miles (3i8 miles of this 
being cable). The totaJ jength of telegraph wires WlIS 11;2Hli 
miles (427 miles cl1ble), and of telephone wires G,:nl miles (W 
miles cable). The totul number uf cables was HGH. During' 1898, 
300 stations were working, 113 beitlg rcgllh~r tclegraph stations, 
117 regnlar teJephoue statious, mld 70 fi"hinl! stn.t,iOlu;. The 
number of employcfoI Itt the clOSE' of the year wal; {l! H. 

. Tbf' telegraphic rates on the first line were exceedingly luw, 
namely 20 0re for a message wh.ich might contain 20 w(lrds. A 
zone system was ufterwards resorted t.o, but again Rbandoned in 
1863, when a. uniform rate was fixed for t.he whole country, with 
a price of 1 kr. up to I f) worJi'i. In 188K, the m.t..:· WIlS reduced 
to 0 ore per word, but with a. miuiruuJlJ (·Junge of nO nre pcr 
telegram, and this rate is still in forcc. 

The telephone rates ure not yet fina.lly rCg'ulaJ.cd. At, pr~!'tent 
they Me collected on the ba.sis of a wne ta.rif. 

In 1898, the number of teJegra1llk displLtcbed wu.s 2,074,2~() . 

The increase from the previous year is 2.f) per cent for inland 
fWd 9.6 per cent for foreign ruessuges. The correspondence was 
grea.test with England (~60,374 telegrams exchanged.); next comes 
the Germa.n Empire, Sweden, DenJUtl·rk and FraDce. 

The 4umber of cOJ!versutions through the Htate telephone 
._ 713,472. 

Th~ reveDne from t.he combined telCf.,>TtLph and telephone 
8y8temB. amounted in 1898 to kr: 1,945,735, which shows an in­
·C1'e88c·:. pn the preceding year of kr. 29n,13H. The expenses 
.:.ro.niOd to kr. 1,904,911. 



412 POST, TEJ,')i;GIU.P.R AND TELEPHONE . 
.. ---.-._-_. __ ._--_ .... _---

The telegraph and telephone service is managed by 8, direc­
tor, who is under the Public WorkH Depll:rt,ment. 

Norway has been a member of the illternational Telegraphic 
Convention since its foundation ill 1f1fii) Special agreem~' are 
concluded with Sweden, Denmark Germany. Russin. and Holland. , 

, 

, 
The railwa.y tel~'TlLph is uot. included in the above. In 1898, 

their Iin~s amounted to about I,:!OO mile", wit.b t4ti stations. 

With Teg'J.l'£1 to the /lumber of tt>lf>gra.ph.ljtations (not inClu­
ding the railway telcgTaph) ill relation t() the population, Norway. 
according to the international st,a.tisties for 1807, stands 6th in 
the rank of European states, all there is a wlegrapb-station to 
about every 4,200 inhabitanto;. The len!.,rth of telegraph line in 
relation to the population is cODRidembly 6'Teater than in any 
oUter land (2.0 miles pel' 1,000 inhabitantH, Germany being next­
with 1.7, aJld the average for Europe. 1.1). 

\Vith regard to the amount of the correspondence in rela.tion 
to the population, Norwo.y is 4th in the European series, with 76 
telef,'J'8.ms per 100 inhu.bitants. More fa·vourable ·conditions can 
only be showll by Gl'cat Britain , France and Switzerland. 

The first private telephone linc~ were completed in 1880. 
They were the subscription systems eAtablished in Kri!ltia.nia. &Dd 
Dranllnen by the «JnternntiOl11l.l Bell Telephone Co. of New Yodt, . r . . 

Limited,. . The subsequent development was rltpid, and es~r 
from the end of the eighties made a great advance. U Pi~':: ~e. 
whole, the privati! telephone in Norway has underg-one G; .. e:rlieIl. 
sion, ill !'ela.tion to the population, SUc}1 as hardly any other I.a.nd 
can exhi1::it. Its wide·spread establishment in th(' ooUntryldistriet. 
is especially worthy of. remark. 

The value of the private telephone-lines at the close ' Qf 1898 
may be put at about 7 million kroner. The ' number of teiephbti.e 
apparatuses in the same year, according to sta.tistics 'publjthed ~ 
the country telephone .unions. WIIiJ 25,376, t)J.e number .of cen~ 
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stations 000, the length of line 37,108 miles , the D\lmber of oon· 
versa.tioDs 47,423,()(X), and the number of telegrams telepboned 
179,301. The statistics, however, are incomplete, 80 that the actual 
figures will certainly be considerably higher. 
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LANGUAGE 

1. We lellrn from inscriptions in the so-culled older runes 
that. peoples of Gt!rmunic nationulity inhabit.ed the Sqandinavlltn 
countries as early a.s about 500 A. D . Thest' imlcnptions, carved 
on monUlllcntaJ stones, wea.pons or orua.menU;., sh()w, for the whol", 
of t,he ScandinllvilLD north, a. uniform lanJ,,'1ULg'e, closely related to 
the Gothic languU{,"e. 1L1Id of ju~t as ancient. u· character. The 
highly stirring €. Viking age _ (the 8t.b to tbe 10t.ll century A . D.) 
brought Ilbout im porllmt cbaJlges in this idiom, us will be seen by 
It compa.rison with inscripti(oUs in the later Runic alphabet (from 
about 1050 A. D.) and with the oldest Old Norse manuscript6 
(from the latter part of the 12th century). An especially prominent 
feature of this development are t·be contractions and the weaken­
ing' of unstresAed vowell;, which ILrc produced by the prevalence 
of u quicker movement of the speech, by which, for infttance, the 
name of the Thunderer WitS gradually changed from J)onrfrar to 
J)01"1-. In the lHh century, the dialectical differences have grown 
to be so grea.t, that it is possible to speak about several languages: 
Norwegian-Icelanflic, SwC'dish and Da.nish; or, perha.ps ,D!-~ Cor', 
rectly -- inllBmuch Il8 the two last mentioned I.a.ngua.geA:~ 've.ry,~ 

closely rela.ted - West-Scandinavilm IUld EHSt-Scandina.vi&:D:: ~ 
diJferent!.ation is continued durjng the following periodt 80 .that 
even within the different countries, dialectical differeDc~ : beeo~e 
more and more prominent; in .Norway, it was particulazolY. the· di· 
stinction between the western and the .eastern part of ~. OO1lntry : 
that became prominent. Nor did the development ~~ pi&ce 
everywhere with the same rapidity; for instance the ol~ Da.nlih 
manU8Cripts (from about 1300 A. D.) show a much more a.d...ao~' 
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development t,hun the contemporaneous Norwegian·lcehmdic on~8, 

Yet, even 'at the beginning of the 13th century, the unity was 80 

prevalent. that the den.omination «Danish tong'ue» is frequently 
used as a COUlmon designation of all the Scandinavian ]u.ugUflgeS. 
oontemporoneously with thc individual appellation «Norwegian 
tongue», applied 't.o the language of the N orwcgiaus. This last­
mentioned language Will; spoken, not only in Norway ttnd Iceland, 
the Faroe Islu.nds and Greenland, but Illso, for som~ time, in parts 
of Ireland and northern Scotland, in the Isle of Mnn, the Hebrides, 
the Shetland blands and the Orkneys (in the la.st two groups 
of islands, even far into mooe.rI1 times), Imd moreover in certain 
parts of what is liOW Sweden (BlihwiIiin, a. distriet of Dulecarlia., 
Jemtlund and Herjetidalen ). 

i'. The oM Norwogiall likmturo rea.ched jts highest. develop­
ment at tlH' haml of chieftain!; and ecclesiastics in the 13th cen­
tury ; and t,his high standil1g, so fn.r a-l) Iceland was cOllcerned, 
lasted for some tirue into the following century. III Norway the 
decadence occurred carlier. After the civil war~ had swept lvway the 
old cw(>ft.auu,' £ltmilie9, there WllS fdrmell in the course of the 13th 
century a new lIot;.ilit,V which had no connection WiUI the comUlon 
people, This nobility upheld neither the independence of the laJ.l­
gn~e nor of the COUllt!'y , and when, at the hehJ'j~uillg of the 14th 
century, t,he old royal family died out·, Ole country at first had 
a. half Swedish royal how;"" a.fter which the regal power went 
entirely out of the country. The ('ollsequcnce of thl!! lnck of 
national interest. on the part. of the person~ ill power w:u; Uu~t in 
the 14th eentury ull independent Jit.erltry life had h€c011le extinct 
in Norway. In the middle of the cent.ury, after the devastu.t:iona 
of the great p]agut.·, even t.he copying of the old sagas cell~ed, and 
with it. all knowledge of the old literature. Wha.t wa~ hence­
forth written, besides copiCij of the laws, was cxclusively public 
documenta, decrees and ItnnOUDcemcut/; from magistrates and pries'h;, 
and mercantile contracts. 

These deeds and letters. n.lthough from :1 literary point of view 
Yiitho-ut intel'est, are, 110 far as languugc i!:l coucenloo. of the greatest 
importance -- in the first place, on account of the information which 
they give us of the splitting up of our language into dialects. 
While. the literature of th~ 13th century gives only faint indica.­
.tions o~ differenCE:9 in the pronunciation and vocabulary used in diffe­
:r.ent p~ 'of the country, these differences appear mucb more plainly 
. ." 
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in the 14th and 16th centuries. Although the dialed; . form is 
often obscured by vacillating and negli~('.nt H~lling. and· by efforts 
to"establish a standard form for the whole country, it is ,~8ible, 

by the assistance of the pn>sent dialectical conditiona, ill ' )oany 
cases to fix the time when the divergence commenced. ~ The 
present splitting up into dialects seems to have heen fuUy deveioped 
as ell-Tly as the year 1520 A.D. The chief movement of ,the 
develoI>lllent illustrates the old experience that language JDove~entR 
may, like epidemics, spread over contermiuous rCl-,r1ons. F'rolu aqcient 
times, and in constantly increasing numbers, we find features 'conl­
man to the West. Norwegian and I cela,nclic. to the East Norwegian 
and Swedish ((>Specially northern Norwegian a.nd northern Swodish) 
to the South Norwegian and DaniHh. Tn the seconll place, thefM:l J'-eeds 
and plipers give us reliuule infoTlllltt.ion aoout. the foreign influence 
on our languagc. Thc)' IdlOW UII that. ulthough Swedish and 
Danish in the 14th century, at, the court Imd in the circles of the 
nobility, were COllSidert1d nohler lunguagt18 th.Rn t·ht' vernacular (a Nor­
wegiu.n quet>-n even had French rhymed romances tmn~lated into 
Swedish). still thef;c languages ail yet exerted but little influence Oll 

the speech of tbe people. More frequent trltCeR of Swedish influence 
fire found only in the following' eelltuTY> when. hJ the cloister literu­
ture of St. Bridget. un attempt was made itt a !ltnndard Scandinavian 
language; hut this artificial j(liolll did not obtain IIny lasting im­
portu.nee. The Hallseatic towns, as in Denmark and Sweden. 
lUl8uwed. itl the NOTwegiau commerce of the 14th u,nd lOt·h cen­
turies. Ii dominant. pOflit.bn with their chief seat in Bergen, Itt that 
tiwe the largest tOWI) of the kingdom. But ultllOugh their power 
here WR8 not le88 than eJ.~ewhere in Scandinavia, t.hey had not in Nor­
way the same opportunity of permeating th", whole country . While 
the Danish language during t his period WIl.8 leavened with Low­
Gennan words, N orwegia.n aocumen~ show only u. few enlople& 
of borrowed words. ThoRe words which our country dial~ ha,,.e 
bolTuwed from Low German, have mostly !>lipped in aii;& l.atn 
time an.) through other channels, partly through t~e direct com­
merce ot the Norwegians with northern Germany, partly t1i~h 
t.he intermediary of the Danish language. Thus it ma.y,. Qe laid 
that the Norwegill.n popular la.ngua.ge up t.o the 16th. ~~ry, 
taken as a whole, had maintained itself free from foreign :in1IuAnoe. 
Not even during the fiM period of the union of Kalmar durini"f;4b 
reign of Queen Margaret, can we notice any tend~ey W ~ 
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tbe N orwegia.n langua.ge in favour of the Danish, either on the ~rt 
of the. government or of the officiuls. During the reign of Mar· 
garet'y successor, however, there appeared i.n government documents 
plain indications of i:t. commencing decadence, while court matters 
a.nd crmtrllCts Me still kept in the old fonus. From the second 
half of the 10th century up to the time of the Reformation, it is 
only now ILlld then that. we tind a letter that is worded to some 
extent according to the national style. 

3. From the time of the lWformll:tion (i.t'.' from about, 
1030 A. D.) there is no longer fouud in written doclIments any 
form- of lll.Ilguage that cun properly be culled Norwegia.n. Simul· 
taneously with th e s.tren/,>1"llening of the written lunguage in Den· 
mark by the traHl:Iht.tioll of the Bible in loW A. D., and while the 
Swedes were re·estllbliflhing th eir laugll8.f".-e on the basis of the Upper 
Swedish country dilllcct;;, u,lJ,l even the Icelllnderfl, who w(,re amen· 
itble to the Du.nish hTlwernmcnt, w\O.re cf)mmencing to print books in 
t.heir own tongue, in Norway the foreign tongue hu.d its position 
l;trengtl\etled by the introductiou of tIle Dltnish translat·jon of the 
Bible, which , as regaroH religioutl- terminology,_ ahlo exerted '" 
certain influence on the j-Ipf'.e(~h (If the country population. And when 
at the same tiUle (in 153(; A. D.) Norway was forced into a close 
union with DeDlIlu.rk, tbCll Du,nish was for ever established as the 
uffi.ciu.J langull{,l'6 of the country . ViTJIen, in t,he second half of 
the 16th centur.y, Norwegians again appeared in the literature. 
there was no longer a.n)' flpokel1 or writt.elJ standa.rd of Nor· 

. webrill.ll . national languagc. The official cir!'_les and the jmllli~"l'ated 
nobility llpoke Dllnjllh. which was also the written l:mguage of all 
t,)ducated Norwegians, and probll.bly also the spoken langua~~ of 
educated people ill t.hl;! towns, though, especitilly as regards pro­
nunciation, in tt somewlw.t modified form. Thus e,'e11 the ueceI>sury 
elemenhl for the formation of It Norwegian book·language were 
wanting, a.nd thus it happened that the Norwegian literature which 
now commencbd to Itppear, a.nd which to !I. large extent WIlS pro­
duced by the re-awli.kencd interest in the SIt.gu. period (s. remote 
after·~.ect of the European renaissallC·.e), cu.me to consist chiefly 
of Danisb 1za.nslations of the old Sagas and laws. For, ILlthough 
the understaEding of the old N orwegia.n language had not quite 
died out, Danish had now come to be far more easily understood 
JJy tb&'jCOmmOll people than the old language. In the writings which 
;from this time a.ppeared in our country, the language is distin' 
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guishefl from the Danish only by occasionul words and expres· 
sions borrowed from the Norwflgian speech. Such warda and 
expressions iLrc found particl~.larly in hl)ok~ which deal witJ:!. Nor­
wegian nature ItIld popullll' life, being especially the ' DfIoIDea of 
plants iLlld animalil . S}Jecial NorwcgitUl peculiarities of \ syntax 
are also met with, for instance, in the books of PJ;!TTElt D.&.8~, some 
pec\llillrities of the dialects used in northern Norway. Even the 
firt;t prose writer (,f the Dlluo-NorwegilLD literature, HOLBERG, n 
native of N orway, often sinfl against the DlUlish la.nguage by using 
Norwegianisms; but most writers ende!LVoured to write 8.£ 'pure a 
DlWil:lL as possible. This C011ditioll of thing-:'! IU.fIted until the 
separation of NorwlLY from Denlll!l..rk (1814). 

4. While in the writings composed in Norway in the Danish 
language, we only I;ee uccllsional glen.ml; of the popuj!l.l' lan­
g-tlagt', we meet, u.b()ut t,he middle of the 17t.h century, with a book 
that hus this language liS its exclu.,i.c OLjtlct , nn.mely a bricl: 
vocabulary of olle particular dialf-ct, written by It millillt.er of the 
Gospel. One hundred years later :L bishop of Bergen published 
anotller such vocl),bulary, and t<IWIlT<ls the ;>lld of the last cen· 
tury we meet with fhe first ft.o.eble Itttempt at elucidu.ting a country 
dialect by means of the not ~· (>rJ well klHHvn Old Norse llUlguage, 
and wit.h occllSiollaJ poems in diuJect. Durillg the first half 
of this century, this intcrel!t for the native dialects waned, until 
towards the end of the period , the rotntLntic tendency again 
turns public fLtt.entiOlJ to the life and traditions of the people. 
The first edition of the NorwegiaJl popular ballads appearecl in 1840. 
aml it WIlS I;oon follow~d by others. In the men.ntime something 
had tUSO occurred, which WR8 likely to give to the study of th~ 
popular language Il new backgrouud. There hOO appeared a dic­
tionary and a grammar of the old Norwegian language, by which· 
the common bU8is for u.Il the dialect.<! of the country had been made 
known. Thus the necessary basis for the works of the self4ught 
genius, IVAR AA..fIEN , Wag bn.ven. These works made an ~Ocli in 
the study of the Norwegian dialects. In 1848 he is'I;ued. his 
.,Grammar of the Norwe,!..>ia,n Popular Langnage* a,nd "in 1850 
«Dict.ionaJ'Y of the Norwegian Popular L9.llguage.. .....hese· works · 
were of a purely scientific nature, without any tendenoy; but they 
lKlon became of practicl!.l importance, through their proying. the 
tlISsentiaJ unity of the country dialects, their organic conu~L.1iiPn, 
mutually, as welllLS with the Old Norse. In 1863, Aasen'.wrote ·a:it.; 
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688&Y, which was the commencement of a great linguistic movement·, 
He censured; in this essay, the unpopular manner of writing used 
by his oontemporaries, and he finally arrived at the conclUBion tbaJ; a 
::Norwegianising of the existing written language would he of very 
little help, and that only It restoration of the old Norwegian lun­
~1'Uage would give a real national language with which the common 
people could be !latistied. In the new, rc-writt.en editions of Aa.sen's 
books, the plan has been entirely determined by the effort towards 
creating a standard la.n.guage for lln the dialects, jna8much us 
every word ill entered under IL cert.n.in standard form , I\ud the in· 
flections arc fixed. 

This so·called . Lltudsmaah is csselltiu,lly U.Jl artificiltl language 
which nobodJ spt"lI.ks. It is in the first inst.ance based Oll the 
most Mltique westerll dialects, with occas ional rpference to the 
forms of the old N Drwel,Pill.u. Thus it is au idealified popular 
llldlguage. ha.ving It more antiquE' character than t.he dialect!; 
the.msel"es. III sound, voc!Lbulary, lwd infiect,ioll!!, it. is much nearer 
f() the old language than is the Dltni,sh . For this llew-made lan­
guage, Aasen also produc.ed the t<lllssicllI style, Ilnd he proved 
t-o be as prominent a poet and a.uthor llH be WIlN t1 ]juguist. In tbifl 
languug'C - in part with personal modifications according to the 
dialect of their ua.tive district, in part, 111so, with the removal of what 
is artificial aml old N orweh>'i.li.D -- a. series of poets and ILutbors 
have written wit.h more or less talent, chiefly u.bout domestic mat. 
ters, while those who merol)" reproduce popular tales, fitick, as might 
hI! expected, Il8 a rule, to a certu.in diulc-:t. The movement which 
wa·s stu.rted by Aasen, has gradually, favoured by t·he political fac­
tional strife, gone farther than t·he old master S<"'ems to Jl,lVe fore· 
!leen. While Attseli Ilt.jd particular stress on having the traditions 
of the people taken down in . its own language, the programme of 
the cLanguuge Strugglers- hus more and more gone in the 
<\!-rection of a wa,r of extermination against the common written. 
la:~, the so-called Dana-Norwegian. The cLandsmaah w , 
by lElgal eUQ(.-tment, been placed O.n an equa,l footing with the pre­
vu,iUng lite11ll'Y langnv,ge, and thUEI we have at present two .. 

:official 'written la.nguagea in Norway. In the rural communities, 
'filia . in,etruction of .the schools, whenever it is desired, can be 
~ven in the loc,a1 dialect. On u.ccount of the more extensive 
'use .~t · htLS grad11.ally been made of the ~Land8mtUl.h, ita 
. aetects, as well aa its advantages, ha.ve become more prominent. 
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In the first pla.ce it has proved difficult to ma.ke the lOuth· 
eastern part of the country. which ill the economic centre of gravity 
of. Norway, take a part in the movemf'ut. The moet reoent authon 
in this language try, indeed. to interest the 80Uth-e~ pll.r( 
of the country by approximating thcir language to the! speecb 
of that region ; but on the whole it may be said th~t 'Ulese 
efforts have not led to the desin"<l result. Another difficulty 
that the new-made lnnguage has to haUle u.gl~inst, is the voca­
bulary ;. for, although it is true thnt the ag-gregate v04abula.ry 
of the district dialects is very hug-e, it is more an a.bnndance 
tha.n a reuJ richness, and is more conducive t{) differentiation 
than to unity. beelLuse the same thing- has different Illime8 in the 
different districts. The- popular la.ngullge la.ck!> worJs for a number 
of conceptions helon::.,ring- to modern eivilisa.tion. It clt_nnot., out of 
its own iuhArit-en trcll.l:iUl'e. gil't~ us everything pertaining to modern 
life. The conseqnence iii that whencn~r the Jangnnge hIlS' been 
employed for practical use, t.lJe writer or spea.ker has been com~ 

pelied either t.o furm new worus (gcl.IcmllJ by (.'Omposition), ot 
tu adopt the word~ and phrases of the Dano-Norwegian. But 
as a matter of eourse, such wholef;ale adoption of linguistic 
material cannot but exert a. dc::!trllctive a.nd disintegrating effect. 
A third difficulty ill caused by the style. Dnring the union w-ith 
Denmark, fairy tales, popular !ltories all!\ ballads were our national, 
unwritten literature. It is in harmony herewith that lyric po.etry 
ulld the plnin, every-da.y story a.re the very kinds of style which 
the ~ La.ndsinaah hilS, without prepllrat~on, been abltl to treat satis­
fa.ctorily. For the so-called normll.l prose, however (the . ~u8iness 
or scient·ific writingfl), the «LandsmanJ. ,. , with its ex~emJy simple 
synt.ax, is very far from being a fit lU~illlU . And the relibriOll8 
expressiq.n suffers from the lack of that venerableneS8 which is 
a. result of tra.lition. 

b. Wbereali the Norwegian poets of t,he la.tter half of the 
precedtng c.e-ntury resided in Denmark, lllld their works ,made 
an iotegral part of the comlDon literature, whose langUage they 
influenced to It certain exteIlt, they came hack-at the beginning 
of this century to their Dative land , and thereby marked the 
discontinuance of the community of the litera,ture. Neverthei~,­
u.t the begmning of our independence, there WIU! a.s yet nO Nor­
wegian literary lll.llgua-ge. Those NorwegiamsmlJ whMh · .were 
naturally committed by Norwegian 'writers, were gen.e.J;i..lly ,~~~ .: 
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sidcred,' even in Norwa.y, u.s faults, u.s provincialisms. By and by, 
however, the newly awn.kened feeling of independence reacted against 
this notion ; the Norwegianising of the language aRSllmed the 
shape of a conscious effort. In the poe1:ry of W";KGELAND, the 
national tendency found a powerful, but as yet mtller crude, ex­
pression. It WQJ,l, however, only when literature lldop"kll domestic 
subjects directly from t.he mouths of the people. tllat the develop· 
meut received some impetus. ·*:ASlIJORNRF.N and Mot,;, with their 
remarkable reproductions of Norwegia,ll fairy-tales. ina), be con­
sidered as creators of modern Norwcj.,';an prose. 'I'he movement 
obtained iUi theoretical expounder about the middle of thf! century, 
in K . KNUDI'!J.:X, who ill his cagemess for the nationn.liRlltion of 
the hUlguage and tb(> speech" was carried into a hopdes!! ba.ttle 
with t.he numerous fore4,>1I. especially Germa.n, elements. Al­
though hwking tlmt reliable tlUlre alld tact which ('h:ml.cterifled 
the two ahove-rnelltioucd a.uthorll. KJJIldselJ's I;treuuous work has 
not heen without infiuenee especially us reg-uros tht> development 
of spelling. 

It eau~lOt be dellied that the elldeu,vour to bridg(' over the gulf 
existiDJ.{ between speech and writing, ifl more required ill Norwu.'y 
than in the neig-hbouriIlg count,rietl, beeu.uae this differenee is 
greater here than thert?. At the time of the !leparation from Den­
IDlUk t.he spoken hlllh"llage of t,he educj~tcd daases wa.s as D1Lllish 
as our written la.uh"'llage. in everything- except the pronuncia' 
tion. During the tilni! imIllL..J.i.Lt.~'ly following the geparatiol'. 
Danish made •. wen g-rcater pro!-,PJ'ess in our c:mntry tha.n at any 
previouj:I time. To speak Danish correctly was cO.!l~idered the 
aureat sta.ndat;d of ()lhwation. In circles where dialect had for­
merly beeIl used, lit least ill dn.ily intercourse, now, under the 
infiuence of the I-,rrowing taste for reading. dialect WItS exchanged 
for DaJ.l~h . During- the conrse of the lallt half-century, great 
changes ha.ve been wrought in this state of things ; the (lomestic 
element has continually become more prominent in the s~ech of 
the educated classes; I: mttiona.} spoken language with a. Norwegian 
colouring it; about to be formed on the basis of tJle Rpeech of 
the educated classes in the eastern part of the country. The 
chief factor in this Norwegianising of the speech has been· the 
popula.r language of the Vlwns which, indeed, thr~:)Ugh centuries 
has formed an intermediary step, 01' middle link, between the 
Danish of the upper clasaes alld the dialect spoken in the 

81 
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immedi."te surroundings of t,he t{)W IIS. T~e ~itten ItlJlgnage hIlS only 
i~perfectly been able h) keep pace . with thi8 Dationalisation of the 
s~ch. It is pa.rticularly t,he scientiHc and Nligious oookii Wflich have 
remained behind, and t.o a. somewhat, le~s extent the newspaper lite­
rature, while the belles-lethes (especillll)- IJrics) a.nd writ-inw relating 
to ottrown domestic affairs, show a stt~Hdy ~dvance towardSll nlttional 
expression. Thus it is thu,t t.ht' daily reading oft-he people represents It 
langullge t.hat is rn.thcr remotc from their speech, and which ill teeming 
with words Hud phrases, even amollg' those most commonly 1:8ed, that 
~>xist nowhere except on pnpcr. It was ILgHillst t.his official language 
wit.h its foreign SOUIl.d , that. the Knudsen endea"onT' was directed. 

Ii. The movenwnt in tilt' national direction which has bere 
been described . was met in the ~ixt·ief! und seventies by an entirely 
different movement. This was the time of the so-called ~ Scuudi­
navism , . of which tIll' id eal was the Pau-f::lcandiuu,\'ian state. A (;.()n­
se<luence of its etforts W,lS :L Scandimwi;m (IrtllOgTllphic congress, 
held in Stockholm ill 18tj!I, the purpose of which was to IliscUIlS the 
ways and lUeans ~'y which a. greater npproximatiou of t.he spelling 
of the Scandinavian lunguug-cs c(~\I1d be brought a.bout, the inteu­
Hon beiug to further the community of th e Sc:mdinavhln literatures. 
whose very exisknce was threa.tened by the special Norwegian 
deyelopme.nt. Several of the cl1au:-\,cs recOlnJu('lHled by the coo­
I-,"N'es !taxc been graduully cu.nieu thoug-h. Others. however, 
have not prenliled. and on ihe whole it, muy be said that the 
reformatory tendencies at prescnt ill vogue ill Norwll.y. in the 
field of orthography, are based 011 entirely dissimilar principles. 
especially on the llaJ.ionaJ (for im:ltance, being guided by, reference 
to the spelling of the «Lttlldsmaah). the democra.tic and thl!' peda­
~roh~c principles. The Norwegitm spelling, howev!'r, is Id present in 
It transition stage which approaches the stlite of anarchy . While 
thus Danish wordg are very commonly written in the Danish man­
ner against the pronwlcilLtion. the newly adopted Norwegia.n wordy 
follow the spelling of the «Landsmaah . Also us concerns the 
punct.,ation , there is a strife going on between the old rules, which 
hlt-ve been u.dopted from the German, and the principle agreeing 
more with the custom prevailing in French and English, which 
prefers to see in the comma. a. guide for the reader, rather than 
a b"l'ammatical mark. 

7. The so-called Dano-Norwegian - which more correctly 
ought to be called Norwego-Damsh, a.s it is not a modified Nor. 
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wegian dialect, but II. brA.neh of the Danish - althoUgh-originally 
a foreign plant, has,. as already indicated, to au eS8en~al degre~ 
taken colour from the soil into which it hru; been transplan~. 
Now, at the end of the century, it stands as an independent idiOin 
at the ~ide of the Danish, from which it ifl distinguished b.v the 
same characteristi('s that I)tark the two llatiOllH. SHU, it iR a matter 
of course, that snch a yOlllig ILnd not very firmly established 
laug'lmge, in which na.tive and foreign tendencies still often 
batt.le for supremacy, and in which the new is fightiu'g the old, 
is much more difficult to cha,racterise than those languages in 
whicb an independ('ut civilisati()D hall been wrou~ht uut, which 
through centuries h:Lve been undergoing u. ~olltinuOu8 development, 
in whi~h style and t!lpepch beu the full individual impress of the 
nation . In this country, the individuality of the different a.uthors 
is nJ&o very prominent in their diction. Some MC conscrvlttively 

, correct, others radically pro~rres8ive ; n..or;t. of them write a. very 
uneven style, which, in ruen like BJ(:JRN80~' aDd Ln.:, is pregDaJlt 
with uew possibilities. The be~t, representll.t.i"~ of New-Norwegian 
c1lU!sicai sty Ie is J lIfn:N. 

If we cowpare the new Norwegian language with the mot,her­
tonb"ue, we sbaJI be able h.l muke the observation, tlHLt although it 
has been under itJ; intluence the whole . t.ime, it hafl in Dlany 
c~es ret,allied old pecuJi~lritieH which the mother-tongue has after-' 
wards brivCll up. As far fU, our proHullciation is concerned, it 
agrees, IlB mentioned above, ill ali ~s:;~llt.ial respects with the popular 
tongue in contrll-distinction to Da.nish. The Imr~1 consonants contri­
bute greatly towards giving our t-lpeech a. harder SOl1ltd thaD the 
DaniHh with iUl modified sounds. Our accent jfi more like the 
.swedish than the Danish; one cbaru.cteristic feature l!l the rising 
accent which often . ruakea it foreigner believe our st.ll,temclIts to be 
.queries. Our speech is less lllclodiou~ thall the Swedish; the song 
element does not plu.y so prominent ~~ pa.rt. The inflection -:is being 
continuously Norwegianised , especially the formation of the plural; 
wt' have thousands of b:-"parat.e N orwef"rian words and phrases. One 
chl1raeteristic feature of oll,t'language is the numerous double forms, 
of which one, being Danish in its sound, especially belongs to the 
literary style and the more· select language, and regularly has a. 
more abstract· signification, while the other, being ~orwegian. in 
its form, belongs to the every-day speech. The wOl'd-fonnation 
is most closely related to Danish, Iilthough several deriva.tives have 



484 LANGUAOE. 

~n adopted from the popular language. The Dano-Norwegian 
syntax shows many points of similll,rlty with the genuine Norwegian 
one, and the same is the ease with the order of th~ words in the 
!:leutence. The Norwegian fonu of the langul'Lge Il.S written, very 
often lacks the grace a.nd trimness of the Daniah, the ~sy jest. 
the fine irony, the periphrastic -<lesi~.,'llation. Conversationalists and 
art·jsb. in let-ter-writing are Tare with us. Simplicity and 8trengrth 
a.re the qualities tha.t we value the most. The simple archi­
tecturl~ of the phrase is the one wbich come8 most easy to us. 
The influence of t,Le scanty Rnd cOllcise Sugu, style is noticea.ble 
from tlli,' dlLJs of PEDER CLAUSSON (If)45- W14) down to BJORNSON . 

. Even to the t.enderest emotions we prefer t,o give u. virile ex-
pressioll . There is in the voices or Ollr best, poet-M {:.. .trength 
and ,1, ring wbieb may sometime:; bee(lllle declamat.ory. 

Swedish hus h:ndly exert.ed lWy influeuce on the Danc.·Nor· 
weghul. The fuct that. this language is llCl't'rthclcss more closely reo 
la,ted ' to Swedish thiln is t.he Da.nish, is du~ to the similarity 
between the popular idioms. Swedish. for instance, with reference 
to the fulness of the uUilccent.ed vowel sounds D.gree!:! with (lll r 

dialect'i, while Danish (and Dano-Norwegian) have weakened them 
into a dull·to ntXl ('. The French influence which is very remark· 
n,ble in Swedish, has been very llllilllport:mt with us. The flowery 
style bas maintained itsf'lf in Sweden since the days of roman· 
ticism, while eVlm OllT orat.ory is almost devoid of rhetorical orna.­
ment. 

S. 'Vhile Uw t.races of the period of weakness which Nor­
wily underwent during her 400 year!'; of ullion with Denmark, have, 
in the counle of the ceutury, hl*l1 Ithllost, effaced, we hu.ve in our 
regular \\Titten language a lasting reminder of the priO(' a. country 
has to pay for the 1011'1 of itol'! indepeudence. By the introduction 
of Dauish, a wall of sepal'at,ion was erected between town and 
country, from which our political life has not been the least 
sufferer. But even thiil wall is going to fall. Every da.y a con­
Sci(,.l!,1 ltJld unCODsciou!l approximation is going on between the 
imporl.ed language and the native one. While the dia.1ects are 
being influenced through books and schools, and the "Landsmltah 
is every day u.dOptillg Dano-Norwegian words Ilnd phra&e8, other 
channelll are leading t,he treasures of the popular language iIIto the 
Dano-Norwegian. The dialecla have come to be the eternal and 
inexhaustible fountain-head from which Norwegian ' writing ~d' 
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speeeh draw rejuvenescence and power of growth. 'fhe finaJ. result 
of this mutual influence will, we h9pe, be a unifonn literary lan­
guage with a genuine Norwegian tone. And, as is well known, 
we have exu,mples showing that even in the field of language, the 
crossing may be something t.o be desired. 
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LITERATURE 

SCANlllNA\' rA '!:' entranc~' int..l the hil'ltoric u.relm of Europe wa. .. 

accompa.nied by a yi:"'Ol'olls dCvt'iopmcllt of force: Tile viking 
expeditions not olll~' hrmlght troubJ~ Illld disturbance ~) the 
8hor{.'8 of - the Baltic altfl t.he Norlh Sea: they also occasioned 
unrest at home. hut this was ,L fruitful unrest. The sense of th~ir 
own power, IlIld the impl"l'ssi(lll'; froUl foreign . cnlture, awakened 
llational feeling. lmd g:1\'C life to tlH~ ct't'ativc impulse. In Dt'n­
Inllrk hnwen~r, the fo~ei.gll elelnent ;It once crossed the boundnry­
liIlCS ; t he kingdoll! of the Franks l'ea<:bed with iiI:! victorious 
n:ligion tht'()ugh Saxon~' up to t.he borders of that la.nd, and 
these gave way before it. Sweden, on the other Imnd, .was shut 
off froIll the western sens. and reduced to illt.er~ourse with the 
l:ilav people of the lands surrounding the Baltic, who!lc culture 
had no fertilising' power. By her free and wpstward-fllcillg posi­
HOll, Norway was Sllyed for a more independent de,-elopmcnt· of 
both the Scandinavian and the foreign cultural element.s. At the 
same time, the union of the country into one kin~doIU took place. 
But many of the mightier chieftains would .not lIubmit to th~ ~ew 
condition of affairs, and in t·heir viking-ships tJley sailed in search 
of ne .. homes. They found it best to seek refuge in the Faroe 
hle.i, a.nd in the great, barren: island they had just ·diflcove~·, -
Icelnnd. H ere there gathered a number of haughty weel.;Norweg{8.D 
warriors, and founded Ii. new ~orwepll ~ony, iii. wJlich the 
national characteristics throve. Through the ;Norwegia!\ -v'ikingg 
ou British soil, Chrilltianity ca.me ·both to th~ m~ther.eoun~ and 
to the colony, at the end of tl;Ie 10th century. Th~ fiuitful rest-
1l.\88ness of minds •. however, liad 8uQCeeded bi prea.erving the rich 
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heathen mytholQgy of the nation, the Ase faith , in imperisha.ole 
metrical form. Fixed in heroi,c stanzu.s, the ,changing events of 
the age also found a sure way, through the bewildering oral tradi­
tions, down to 8. geIlera~(;n who hllil learnt th~ art of writing in 
the monks' 8chools. 

Whcrell-s in Danh;h and Swedi~h haud!! the pen, according to 
the custo~ of t4e !\,g~, would only write Lat,in, on Norwegian­
Icelandic soil, it WlllI prud ised from t.b.e very nrst ill the lIse of the 
spoken hmguage. It if! recorded thu.t in 1117. the Ic~hLllllic ehiefs at, 
their Althing (parliIUllentj, flb,rreed to La,ve the isl,uu]'1j laWk, - which. 
had been made 200 years bdore, after the pattern of those of 
the ulOther-cOll1ltry, the aneient la,,",, of the wcst. Norwe.',-rillll fjord 
districts, wiittell in a Look. This f>ccms to ha.ve given the im­
pulse to the learhcd priest, AJu; FRon£ (died 114)0\), 1.0 write 
down , in his Imtive " tcllJgne, it. (:ritical Iu:count of wbat tradition 
rehtted rel,rarding e"ent~ that had taken plaee both ill Ieelandic 
families and in the NOTwc6.-ian rOJa.! hOllse, from the time the 
Norwegian kiugdoltl was founded and the island dis<'Ol'ered. }i'rom 

· tbis fina l'Oot. tt hu,uri1Ult historicuJ literature now rapidly sprung. 
Able men set th emselws simply and plainly. to write down the 
tales - .'·(If/as - -t.hll.t had lived tille-ir freiih life from ~cneration 

to gener'.l.tioll, handed down in <'ollllUemorlLtivtJ verses {If un­
changing metre .from the time \\hen thl' event...;; describl.~d took 
place. N.ot only did there spring' lip a ll O\'el' fcelano a. Ilumber 
of indivj<htuJil'!in~ repetitions of thO' chieftn.in-stories ..:- family 
sagas _ ... of the district, but trauition lwd prc'> t' rl'ed ci rcnmsro,utial 
life-pictures of the fumous princes of the mother-country, which 
were gnulually. by the help of Are Frode'M ehrollology, joined 
together into !L connected history of the kingdom. The hiatorio­
b'l'aphy in r SNoRuE BTUKLA8~:s'8 (died 1241) ~ HeiItlskringla " and 

· STURJ.A TOR1H!sON'tl (died 1284) . Kongesagaer ~ (Royal Silgas) 
atw.ins u cll\9sic -pcrf(:ction both in composition UJHl style. Abbot 
KARL Jm'S80x'8 @ied 121H) .ThucydidelUl account of contemporarJ 
.events, with the t~l~:'tt.ed King Sverre as its hero, UI al80 a mlUlter· 
piece. ,~n th~ COurf!6 .of time there appea.red ulso u. llwllber 01 
ub1!-isto~~al . s~, U.boRt ancient N orwegi<1J1 legendary -heroes, OJ 
of .. i\.e het;ot's of: the Central-Europe.m uliJ-,"l'ation. To this· fast 

· mentioneil kin~, of saga , t-elongs one about; the Gothic king, Theo 
doric of yetona:; it is found~d upon the tales of north GemmJ 
s~-iiors, and w~ written .on N:~E;gi1l.Jl soil. . A_t King ~a.akOl 
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Haakollsou's briIlia.nt court" the work of tnllls]ut.ing contemporary 
romlLIH.'f'S of chivalry wa!'! proseeuted with great zeal (the milldle 
of the liJth centur.f). At the slime pt:riod, u. Norwegian scholar 
wrote, in degllJlt. dialogue form, the rcmn.rkn.ble hand-book of 
court cnstoms, «K QJtge.·s]Jf'ild » (Speculum regule), wldch hilS .inee 
become a gold-mine of knowledge eOllecrning the highly-de\'eloped 
cult·ure of that period . Even theology W Uil dealt, with ill tbe native 
tongue, and It brge collect·ioll of homili t!8 llnd legends ill. Old 
Norwl:'giu..n ha.ve been pre>lE:rved. It is significu nt that , n OJxt to 
history, it wus the study of the nll.tiomu JUlIgulI.ge that wus 'the 
science most cultivated. SIJOTr!:! cornpo~oo a circumstauthtl IllImual 
of ' poetiCloi, the r QUII.'I('j' f ;drla: h e wu.s himself Ull able Kktt.ld. 
The s~:tS are thickly spri nkled with ~Rkaldckl;ad . (skald's la.ys); 
skalu!; were receh£><i as welcome guests at the court of the !for­
wegiaD kings. In later tim es, the skahls were 11.1I1I08t exclusively 
I ceJa.nders. But the oldc~t poetry ill our ILllcient, lu,nguage 
origina ted to some exwnt in NorwH,J. rt consist·s of :ulOnYlOolls 
HOllbrti ~llJout the hl"!lI.th('ll gods, the Ases. Il.ud of the heroes 
of the ohlest viking t·imc. [Ll ld thcir 10"'*1, Ilud. to no IllnuU ex­
tent, 01' the her()('s from t he tim!." of the Gt:'rmuuic migration 
(freqlle:ltly t·lIe sallll~ pel'sl)!lug"es whose exploits arc suug in the 
GeTman Nibeluugelllied ). This primitiv(' Norwegiau poetry is 
preserved in hlUJdwrit.j ng (I celandic) of t.hc 13th century, and, 
t.hrough the ignorance of hLter ages, has receh'oU the title of the 
Ollle}' .eddlt. The oldest· pomll ij ill the collection were a.t llny rate 
written bcfore t:he introuuetion of Christia.nity, and are remarkable 
no less for the metallic ring- 'of the lang-uage, tiULD for the genuinely 
tmgica.l pa.thos and ueev worldly wisdom of their contents. 

In the second half of tllt: 13th century, the orii,';mtl force in 
b"th . Norway'!! and l cehWld's lilt-tiona.! culture culmina.ted. The 
intelle(:tllul life of Europe made its way in, Imd took possession 
of all minds. It is a. r emarkable circumstance that just as 'the 
ll!t.tiou, in its 1I1Ost flourishing period, was united, by,. Iceland's 
j!'ining tLe kingdom, into one politi cal whole (1260), the fissure 
opened which. was afterwa.rds to !<pparo.te the IcelUllders from. their 
Norwegill-D kin~mell; the fellowship in culture ceased, aunthe once 
powerful race oecame two separate natiollu.Jitie8, each going its 
own Wll..y toW-ards ii, len~tthened decadence. On .account of the 
COllutry 's scatt-ert..'<l popullition, andphe Il.btiorptioi a.nd .erlihction 
of tIlt.' nlltiolllll .Itristocrn.cy, the Dation had liD longer the power 


