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standing; and not even the ground plans of other parts of these 

remains could be obtained without excavation. We learnt, however, 

from Captain Smyth that, in the neighbourhood of Wady'm'Seyd, 

there is a small boat..cove resembling ah ancient cothon; and near jot 
tbe ruins of several baths with tesselated pa,:ements; wllich £Ust 

have been situated on that part of the coast which we were not able 

to Visit, for the reasons mentioned above. To the eastward of these, 

another small port was also discovered by Captain Smyth (formed by 

a point of land between the Wadies of Ben-z-barra and Abdellata),.at 

which the produce or the country is shipped offin the summer. The 

mouth of the Abdellata is described by this officer as fOmiing a pic

turesque cove, and he ouserved on its left bank (a little way inland) a 

village consisting of trQf:lodytic caverns, excavated in the sand·stone .... 
rocI!.; many 'of which being furnished with doors, are used by the 

natives instead of the usual matamores, or subterranean storehouses, 

asgt!!lnanes. 

The former of the ports here described may possibly bave been 

that of Graphara required; but as there are more extensive remains 

in the n~ighbourhood of that at Abdellata (or Abdellati), whiCh we 

shall presently bave occasion to mention, we will not venture to fix 

it as such decidedly . 

. On the day after. our arrival at Gnadigmata, the weather proving 

still very bad, we did not proceed on our route; but spent the day 

in examining and securing our bask~t8 of provisions m~y of which 

we found to have been wet through, and in making thOle ~ 

little arrangements which, notwithstanding all precautions. are 
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usually found to be necessary Ii day or two after the commence

ment of a long journey. 

We continued our route on the following morning, and found the 

country beyond become gradually hilly, and the road to be again 

inrersec\ed by W ~ys, or ravines, extending themselves from thO' · 

mountains to the sea". By lour we had arrived at Sidy Abdellati : 

so called from a oelebrated M amhut, whose tomb, surrounded by 

gardens and date-trees, stands conspicuous on the banks of one of 

tJle Wadys. The country about it is everywhere well cultivated, the 

wells are numerous, and the hills were t.'Overed with sheep and goats: 

but notwithstanding the numerous flocks in our neighbourhood, we 

found considerahle dilliculty in procuring a single lamb for our 

.I!"rty. 

While we were here a disturbance took place which had, at ont~ 

time, assumed rather an alarming appearance. Our cameJ:~rivers 

had allowed their beasts to stray over the cultivated grounds M'; the 

neighbouring Arabs, who came to rlemand remuneration. or to 

revenge themselves, in the event of not obtaining it, upon the 

owners of the camels t: the latter, together with our Arah escort, 
• 

fonned a tolerably strong party, and thinking themselves in a · con-

dition to do so, did not hesitate to resist the demand; a scuffle 

accordingly took plaoe, in which many blows were exchanged, bara-

From GuadieJData, two ruin. (Selma and Ipsilata) appear conapicuoue on higb aJld 
pointed hilli at-the dietanoe of about Bev.n miles: they &eem to have been watch-tower" 
coriunandi" .. tJu,.·pla.in; but our guides could only tell u. t.hey WeT'(I {}tust'rs, a name 
~hich t:hey' " ~ppli~ in~riminately to ruin, of every dMcriptioD. 

Thele were the'camel-dr"iven thE'm.elvei. 
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cans tom, and knives and pistols brought into action. The arrival 

of Shekh Mahommed put an end to the fray befi,re any .. rious con

sequences had ensued, and he satisfied the assailants by reprimanding 

the camel.dri vers, and promising to make them keep their animals · 

within bounds. We were ignorant ourselves of the cause of the 

disturbance, and seeing our party suddenly attacked, we naturally ran 

to their assistance. which certainly would not have been the caae had 

we known they had been the aggressors. This made us more cau

tious afterwards, as we found that our drivers took advantage of the 

strength of the party to improve the condition of their camels. 

The most conspicuous character in this disturbance was a trusty 

black slave of our conductor the Dubbah, who appeared to have 

inherited from his mastQr the art of raising his voice above that q[ 
every other person. Having had his pistols wrested from him, he 

",as so hurried away by the violence of his passion as to seem quite 

unable to give it sufficient vent; and had just raised his knife to 

plunge it into an Arab, when he was prevented by one of our party, 

who presented a musket at him and deprived him of his weapon; 

tor although he was lighting on our side, we were not of course de

sirous that he should proceed to such unjustifiable extremes. 

The remains of some strongly-built forts, of quadrangular forrofl, 

occupying the heights which command the road, sufficiently point out 

Sidy Abdellati as an ancient military station; and indeed, had we 

found there no vestig .. of antiquity, we should have been mdu~ 

from the nature of the ground to look for some indications of 
fortification; since the advantages of position, of soil, and of water, 
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which it possesses, are too great to have been overlooked by the 

ancienti. 

About the tomb of the Mariobut which we have mentioned above, 

there are frequent traces of building; and the tomb itself is con

structed. with the fragments of more ancient structures; while tht' 

beach and its neighbourhood are strewed with a quantity of pottery 

and glass. These ruins, although they now, with the exception 

of the Marabut and the forts, consist only of loose stones and imper

'feet ground-plans, appear to be more indicative of the site of an 

ancient town than those which we have mentioned at Guadigmata.; 

and, if Graphara could be placed so near as twenty miles to Lepti. 

l\-1agna, they might probably be considered as its remain.. The 

quadrangnlar forts which we have just mentioned as occupying 
• • 
lhe heights of. Sidy Abdellilti, might in that case have belonged 

to a station attached to the town; and the port discovered by Cap

tain Smyth at Abdellata (mentioned above) may then be taken .s 

the one jntended by Scylax. 

Without carrying the subject further, we may say, in conclusion. 

that Sidy Abdellilti ba8 undoubtedly been a strong military station, 

whatever pretenaioRs it may have to be considered' as the site of 

Graphara. 

After leaving this place, the road led us, through the valley of 

Selin, to a tolerably wide stream ealled N eggiW, which, winding 

between th~, hills, gave an unusual interest to the view. We conti

nued our route for a ahort time along its banks, and then ascended 

t\J.e range ofJJilI. ealled Sillem, which branch .. off from the Ter-
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hoona· range and extends to the sea. .From the .top of SHern there 

is an extensive view westward, over the plain of Jumarr, as far as thf 

sandy desert; and on the eastern side of the ridge there is another 

view, equally imposing, over the plain of Lebida; so that in spite 01 

the torrents ofr·.in whieh still continued to deluge us, we could mil 

help stopping occasionally to admire them. 

From the summit of this range we noticed several remains of what 

appeared to be towers, conspicuously situated on the peaks of the 

hills to the northward; aud which, from the strength of their posi; 

tion, might have bid defiance to any attuck that could be made upon 

them: their b'ituations appear to have been chosen with the intention 

of their being easily distinguished. one from another, so as to answc! 

the purpose of communicatioll. The valleys of this range are oapuble ,. . . 
of'the highest degree of cultivation, but their iertility hus only been 

partially taken advantage of by the .-\..rabs of the neighbourhood. 

In some of them we noticed vines and olive-trees flourishing most 

luxuriantly betwL'en patches of ground producing corn and vej!etables. 

Descending on tbe eastern side of the range, the road lies along the 

side of the mountain, and several ruins of forts and tombs are con

spicuous on either side of it: here also are several remains of ancient 

wells, and we noticed one, in particular, which had fragments of 

marble columns lying near it. During the whole of this day the 

road was so slippery, in consequence of the heavy rains, that our 

camels could with difficulty proceed: tbey were continually falling 

, The Terhoona range &ell branch of the Gharian. 
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under their burthens, and the alarm which their unsteady footing 

occasioned them added greatly to the distress of their situation. In . 
the evening we pitehed our tents in a valley about a mile from M"er-

gip tower, where we met the English Consul on his return from an. 

excllrsion' to Lebida: he infonned us of a report which was in cir-
• 

eulation at that place, of a troop of marauding Arabs being in wait 

for our party two days south of M"esurata. This report was corro

borated by Shekh M"ahommed el Dubbah, who seemed inclined to 

m~ke it of some importance. 

We suspected, from the 'Shekh's manner, that he had himself 

circulated this story to enhance the value of his protection; and we 

we),'e determined in consequence not to appear to believe it. As we 

did not however think it right to omit· some precautions, in the . . 

event of the report proving after all to be true, we requested the 

Consul to mention it when he returned to the Bashaw; who might 

then take whatever measures he should judge to be necessary on the 

OCcaSIon. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Arrival at Lebida-Remarkll on ils position and resources all comparetl. with those (If Tripoly 
-Short account of the- city and its remain!l-Allusion to the African tribe Levatre (or 
Le,a~) b;f Proropius-The lame tribe mentioned by Leo Africanull-Suggellions of Major 
Rennell on the resemblance between the hmns Levata and Lybill.-Fonncr pO!'Iition of thi!! 
tribe near the coast conf!nned by Procopius-Remarks Oll the term Libya-Villit {rom ,the 

Shekh of Lebida-Violent Itarm at that place retards the advance of the party-Intrusion 
upon the premi~e~ of a celehrated Mar4bilt-Dangeroull con~cqut'llr.c~ of this intrusion I're
dieted by our escort-Departure from Lebida_Remalns of the aqueduct. and o( the ealille

",ay mentioned by Strabo--Arrive at the River Cinypbus, now Wad ·el Khilhan--RemlLI"kl:! (111 

th(' ri~er and tile mora,s in its immediate neighholirhood-Ob~enationR on the faulty positi(J"/I 
of the Cinyphu6 in th,: maps~ Cenariw-This po!Iition probably suggested hy some remark!! 
of Pliny. Ptooiefny. and Mela-ElI:treme ft'rtility of the region of the Cjnyphus-Remark~ . 
this district. and that of Byzacium-Sugge8tioos of Sigllur Della Cella with rc~pect to theJII._ 
Prt8ent appearance of the region of the Cinyphus COnti8tent with the description of Hero
dOh18--Neglel .. ted cOlldition of the diltrict under the Arabs-Account uf kbida and it~ 

remain~ by Captain Smyth. 

Os the following morning we continued our joumey to Lebida, the 

weather bein~ still very bad. The road from SOlem to Lebida leads 

close along the foot of 'Mergip-hill, on the summit of which 

are the ruins of a tower of considerable height, which may be. 

seen from a great distance: at the foot of the hill are the remains 

of several tombs, but none of those which we saw appeared to be in 

good style. 

On emerging from the valley of 8elem a fertile tract of ~h 

ground presents itself, which lies between the valley and Lebida 
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clusters of olive-trees are scattered over its surface, and contribute 

with the green turf on which they are planted to give it a very 

pleasing appearance. From the summit of this appears the whole 

l,lain of I.ebida, stretching down, in a gentle slope, from the high 

groilnd tel the sea; a~d a more beautiful scene csn scarcely be wit

nessed than that which is presented by this fine tract of country. 

Thick groves of olive and date-trees are seen rising ahove the vil

lages which are scattered over its surface; and the intermediate 

sJi;.ees are either covered with the most luxuriant turf, or rich with 

abundant .... ops of grain. 

It must always afford matter for surprise to those who are 

acquainted with this beautiful and highly-productive country, how 

T?poly could ever have been selected, iI. nreference to Lebida, as 

tlie metropolis of the regency. Placed in the midst of , sand, on the 

horders of an extensive desert, and situated almost at the extre

mity of the country in which it stan~ Tripoly appears to enjoy 

scarcely a'\V particular local advantage beyond the possession of its 

port; while Lebida seems to unite in one beautiful spot all the 

advantages of plenty, convenience, and security. It is probable 
• 

that the harhour and strong walls of Tripoly were the principal 

.causes of ito adoption as the capital; and the sums of money which 

would be nec ..... ry to rebuild and fortify Lebida, might have been 

considered as more than equivalent to its local recommendations, by 

a people who. seldom look beyond the present. 

.But Lebicla, once occupied, ' would be a much stronger post 

than TrillOlv could ever be made; and the good sense of the 
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ancients was conspicuously manifested in its selection as a principal 

town. 

The city of Leptis Magna appears to have been comprehended 

within little more than a square half mile of ground. It wao situ

ated close to the sea, on the banks of a ravi~e now call1ld Wlidy 

Lebda, which might probably in the rainy season have assumed the 

appearance of a river. When we passed through the place it was, 

howe"er, nothing more than a small stream, although too deep 

in some parts to be easily forded; and it is probably dry, ,or 

nearly so, in the ,,"mmer. The inadequacy of this supply to the 

consumption of the city may be inferred from the remains of an 

aqueduct communicating with the Cinyphus, still existing, in uncon

neeted portions, in th.,.pace between the town and that river. At .. 
the back of ihe town are several large mounds of earth, thrown up · 

in the form of hanks; which are supposed to have been raised for 

the purpose of turning off' the water which might occasionally have 

threatened it from the hills, and which the slope of the ground from 

the hills to the sea may possibly have rendered very neoessary - . 

The quantity of alluvial soil brought down the Wady above men-
• 

tioned by the winter torrents, have, together with the accumulation 

of sand from the beach, nearlye1faced all traces of the port and. 

cothon of Leptis Magna, which does not indeed appear to have beeJl 
at any time very capacious. The actual remeins of the city are still 

• Thi. i. t.he opinion of Captain Smyth, who examined the remam. of Lept.i. M.agna 
with attention (in the year 18]7); who ha9 obligingly favoured UI with the plana and 
account of it "hich are given at the end of the cJatpt.er. 
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sufficient to be somewhat imposing; but they are for the most part 

so deeply buried under the sand which ten centuries of neglect have 

allowed to accumulate about them, that plans of them could not be 

obtained without very extensive excavations. The style of the 

buildings is universally Roman; and they are more remarkable for 

the regularity and s;'lidity of their construction, than for any great 

appearance of good taste employed in their embellishment. 

A great part of the city has been constructed with brick; and the 

material which has been used in the instances here alluded to 
o • 

maintains remarkably well the high character which Roman brick 

has so deservedly acquired. The remains of the stadium are perhaps 

the most interesting, in speaking of the buildings which have been 

constructed with stone; they have bee .. ~tially excavated by Cap-
o 

iain Smyth, (to whose account we refer the reader)" together with 

some other buildings; but the task of clearing them entirely would 

be too Herculean for limited means, and the same may be observed 

with respect to oth~r parts of Leptis Magna in general. 

For our own part, however mnch we might have been inclined to 

remain some time at Lebida, the necessity of our immediate advance 

precluded the possibility of doing so; for the approaCh of the rainy 

season made it absolutely necessary that we should cross the low 

groUJ>ds of the Syrtis without delay: and it must be remembered 

that the coast.line of the Syrtis and Cyrenaica was the principal 
object of th~ Expedition. 

Lepti$ Magna was built at an early period by the Phrenicians, and 

was ranked, after Carthage and Utica, as the first of their maritime 
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"itics. Mter the destruction of Carthage it 1I0urished under the 

government of the Romans, and was remarkable, as we are informed 

by SaIIus!, for its fidelity and obedienc< 

After the occupation of Northern Mrica by the Vandals, the 

walls and fortifications of Leptis appear to have been dismantled 

or destroyed t: they were probably afterwards restored under .T usti

nian, when the city became the r~idence of the Prefect Sergius; and 

we find them, on the authority of Leo Mricanus, to have been finally 

demolished by the Saracens t. 
From that time the city appears to have been wholly abandoned ; 

and its remains were employed in the construction of Modern 

poly, as Leo has also informed us. 

Tri-

During the Prefecture of-Sergius, who presided over the district 
~ 

of Tripolis §, Leptis Magna was attacked by a neighbouring Mricari 

tribe; and Sergius himself, after some previous successes, was reduced 

• Nam Leptitani jam inOO a principio belli Jugurthini ad Beetiam ConlJuWlm et 
postea Romam miaerant, amicitiam, societatemque rogatum. Oein, ubi ea impetrata 
(uere semper boni, fidelesque mansere; et cunets II Beatia. Albino. Metelloque imperata 
gnltvitur fecerant.-{Sell. Jugurth. § 77.) 

t At Gizcnchuli alia moliri non delliit. Niffi. pnEteT CaTt~ginem. Africa! orbes 
Iludavit omneM ... -(Procop. Hil!t. Vaudal. a Grotio, Lib. l. p. 17. 

t Quelta citU: (Leptis M.) fu ~ificata da Romani eon mura .Ite di piette groeI5e: 1a 
quaIe fu due volte rovinata da Macomettani, e delle lIue pietre e colonnt: fu edifitata. 
Tripoli.-(5ta. parle, p. 72.) 

Leo here al1ude~ to the re~toration of the city, and not to its first erection by the 
Phoenician ... 

~ Bacchi (So1{'monis (rater p.rat) filios duos regendie ACriae partibu8 miait Imperator; 
Pelltapoli Cyrum. Datu majorem, Tripoli Sergh.lm.-{Procopiu8, Hlst. Vandal, Lib. 2. 
I'. 119.) 
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to seek shelter within the walls of the city, to which alone .. he 

appears to have been indebted for safety. A party of Moors, of 

the tribe called LeoatlZ, had encamped under the walls of Leptis, to 

receive from the governor the reward of past fidelity, and the bribe 

for their future ~ conduct. Eighty ~f their deputies were 

accordingly introduced into the town, and admitted to a conference 

with the Prefect. On the statement of certain grievances of which 

they complained Sergius rose to leave the tribunal; but one of the 

s"ppliants detained him by the robe, while the rest of the deputies 

pressed nearer to his person and urged their demands in louder 

terms. Provoked at this insolence, an officer of the Prefect drew 

his sword and plunged it into the Moor, and the death of this impru

d,ent offender became the signal for a genl'ral massacre. One only 

of the Levatre escaped from the city to bear the melancholy news of' 

the slaughter of hi. companions to the rest of the tribe without. the 

walls. They instantly took up arms and invested the city; and 

though at first repulsed with gr<:at loss by a sally of the Romans, 

they shortly after succeeded in defeating the Prefect; and his gene

ral Pudentius, having incauti~usly exposed himself, was cut off and 

slain in the field. Sergius retired with the remaind;r of his army 

upon the city, and shut himself up within its walls; but as he was 

incapable of continuing the contest with advantage, he finally with

drew ~ Carthage, in order to claim the assistance of his uncle, and 

induce him.to march his army against the Moors·. The result of 

• Solomon. the uncle of Sergiw, wall intrtulted with the,command of the army by 
Beliaariu •• when that general left the African cout, and governed with r_he title of 
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wulflAIIIOk place was fj tal to th can 

of the Romans; for Solomon, who had 0 ly filled the of 

Belisariu, was lain in the field of Tebe~·~ and the prefeqt 

more compelled to k safety in ~ight t. . 
The tribe Levatre, mentioned in the arrat~ve of Proodpins, of 

which we have just given the substa~c~, ha in later times been 

Exarch. !--fter his death at Tebe te, Sergi us was appointed by the Emperor Justinian 
to succeed him, and rendered himself odiou by his proftigacy and cruelties . ....:.-(See-.Pro
copius. JIist. Vandal., Lib. 2.) 

• Now Tibe h, in the kingdom of Algiers. 
t Such is the substance of thi affair as related by Procopius; and we may add, in 

the words of the eloquent Gibbon, " The arrival of fre h troops, and more skilful com
manders, 800n checked the insolence of the Moor : seventeen of th ir princes were slain 
in the same battle; and the doubtful and tran ient submis ion of their tribes was cele-. 
brated with lavish, applause b e people of Canstautinople. Successive inroads hs;l 
reduced t~e province of Africa to one-third of the mea ure of Italy; yet the Roma~ 
emperors continued to reign above a century over Carthage. and the fruitful cQMt of 
the Mediterranean." The state of Northern Africa, at this period of the empire, is 
strongly painted in the ob ervations which follow. 

" But the victories and the los es of Justinian were alike pernicious to mankind; and 
such was the ' desolation of Africa, tha in many parts a stranger might wander whole 
day without meeting the face either of a friend or an enemy. The nation of tHe Vandals 
had disappeared; they once ~mounted to an hundred and sixty thou_nd warrior, with. 
out including the 'Children, the women, or the slaves. Their numbers were infinitely 
nrpassed by the number of the Maori h families extirpated in a relentle88 war; and 

the same d trnction was retaliated on the Romans and their allies, who perished by the 
climate, their mutual quarrels, and the rage of the barbarians. When Procopius nrit 
landed, he adhlired the populou n of the cities and country, IItrenuoulIlyexercised in 
the labours of oommerc and agriculture. In 1 than twenty yean, that buy .~ne WM 

con"ferted into a .ilent solitude; the wealthy citizens e!lCllped to Sicily and Constanti
nople; and the aecret hi torian has confidently aftil'JJled, that five millions of AfricaDa 
were consumed by the war and govf>rnment of the Emperor Juttinian· ... 

a Decline and Fall of the Roman ElIIPire, Vol. ~i. p. 868. 
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been n· b Leo Amcaaus, 

of the deeert of Libya which lies bet n Augela and th~ ile *. 
The same author adds that they are of an African race; and w may 

.further remark, with respect to this tribe, that the appellation 
, . 

of LevaUe, by which it was distinguished, has been supposed by . 
Major Rennell (in hi illustrations of Herodotus) to have given birth 

to the Grecian term Libya t. 
It will be observed that the suggestion of the ingeniou author 

• 
q~oted below, with re pect to the retreat of the Levatre into the 

interior, is confirmed by the account of Procopius; who tells us that 

" the Moors, called Levatre, dwelt in the neighbourhood of Lepti 

~na :I: ;'" and we have seen that they were found in the time of Leo 

Africanus w have inhabited the parts between Augela and the ile . 
• 
','~ith regard to the derivation of t~e term Libya,· sugge ted by 

Major Rennell, we may remark that Herodotus has himself derived 

• II resto de' diserti di Libta, ciu c di Augela fino al Nilo, e habitato d' Arabi et da un 
popolo detto Levata, che e pure Africano, .... -(5" parte, p. 72.) 

t "The desert which para~ Egy.pt from Lybia'" (it i8 MajQr Rennell who speaks) 
" i8 to be regarded as the proper desert of Lybia: and it may be a question whether 
the tribe of Levata, although now found in the interior of the country,-may not have ori
gm.lly inhabited the eea-ooast; and that the Greeks denominated Africa (Libya) from 
them. This Was the part of Africa the nearest to Greece. and the first colonised by the 

• Greeks; and it is a known fact, that the Adyrmachidre and Naaamonee, who in the days 
of Herodotua, inhabited the coast, were at a succeeding period, found in the inland parts 
abput Ammon audAqge • Mr. Park saw a wandering tribe named Lubey, whom he 
comparee, in respect to their habits and mode oflife, to gipei.a." 

i Tunc Maur.i, ~ appellati, Leptim Magnam (negw enim longe ahlunt) cum 
exercitu venere, _-<Hilt. Vandal. ut IUpra.) 

• IIlntrUiou 01 ........ (p. G.) 

I· 

• 
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appellation -; and it i been any ot 

dition existing in hi time on the ubject, it ould have men-

tioned with that mch he h recorded. The veral tribes lV • 

in his rem inhabited the northern co t of frica have 

enum ted by Herodotu ; and no mention i made among 

of any race of people called Levatre. It i evident also that hi 

kno ledge of Africa was ~ot confined to recent occurrences or to 
• 

the actual tate of the country in hi own time; for h h given 

very clear and minute details of event which took place everal 

centurie before that period, among which inay be in tanced t 

account hich h ha tran mitted of the first occupation of ~e 

country by the Greek, esoribed in the Fourth Book of his Geogra
phy, and all~ded to in the pas ge above quoted from ior 

Rennell. 
"r e may observe, on th ground of these objections, that, if the 

-derivation uggested be actually correct, it must, in all probability, 

have taken place long before the period of Herodotus; but there i 

• H~ 'rt.le Alb,"'" IIoEII ' ... 1 AI'V7IS" "-ryETt.l1 V'1IO Tl<IlI "'O~1I EU'IlIl<IlI eX-fill TIMIIA4 ')'V1fAUCOS" 

1.WTOx,9olloS". (Melp. § IIoE.) It may be at the IBme time remarked, that IIOme writers . 
have derived the term Libya from the Arabic word~,J CLub) which 8ignifies thint, 

and might therefore be without impropriety applied to a dry and sultry region. We ' 
may add that .~.., (Libya) i the Phamician, or Hebrew term for a liOlletl8; and Libya 
i8 emphatically the country of Ii one-the " leonum arida nntrix." r:Jt:m (LUDlDl) i the 
term u.eed for Libyans in holy writ, and the common burthen of N bian IOngt at tlle 
preaent clay ~.8j, o-eh, to LubltO-of which 'We could Dever gain any.other tranalation . 
from the natives, than that it applied to their own country. LobAto 'WU occuioaally pro. 
DOunced clearly N~bitO, and it W&I sometimes impoeiible to tell which of the two • 
pronunciation was intended. 
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e been possibly the true one. 
• 

On th moming after our arrival at Lebida the Shekh of the place 

. came to pay us a visit, and to offer his 888istance in procuring us coin 

and gem which are con tantly found among the ruins by the Jew, . . 
ho pay a consideration to the Bashaw for the exclusive enjoym t 

of this privilege. The offer of our new friend was readily accepted, 

and he him 1£ very cordially entertained by his brother . ~hekh, 

. ahommed el Dubbah; but, hi supper being eaten, we n-:ver heard 

more of him or of th antiquitie which he professed to procure 

for us . 

. The effects of a heavy torm, which had occurred on the preceding 

night, obliged us to remain at Lebida the whole of thi day, in order 
• 

t~ dry our provisions and clothes; for we had no sooner pitched the 

tents, on the evening of our arrival, than we were overtaken by a 

violent torm of thunder and lightning, accompanied by continued 

gusts of wind, which kept u employed during the greater part of 

the ni ht in attending to the tent-pegs. 

In the mean time, the rain never ceased to fall in torrents, and 
• 

soon made its way, impelled by the force of the wind, through every 

. part of a good substantial canvass; one of our tents was completely 

t, and the whole of our party, with the better half of the bag

gage, were wet th ugh long before the dawn of day. Towards 

!DO ing, h ~ever, the storm died away, and the first appearance of 

the ,in a tolerably clear sky, was in truth a most comfortable 

it promi to he fine for the rest of the day, e 
I j 

• 
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soon spread 0'* our baggage to diY, and gladly availed ooreelves of 

the delay this operation occasioned to walk over the ruin. ·of the 

town. 

Our camel-drivers, however, who had heen hired by the journey 

were not so well satisfied with this detention, ~nd were urgent in 

persuading us to advance: but a trifling bak.hees· 800n quieted 

their remonstrances, and they made up their minds very contentedly 

to the arrangement. We now began to measure a short base by 

latitudes, in" order to fix a few points with more accuracy; and .t 
was necessary to make use of thp sum!"it of a neighhouring hill lor 

one extremity of the base. This spot was the place of residence of 

a most devout ami highly-reverenced Marabut, the admiration and 

the terror of the peapl., of Lehida; and as we were proceeding to 
• 

ascend the hill, our steps were arrested by the voice of the Tchaous 

whom the Bashaw had commissioned to attend us. As 800n 88 he 

came up, he began very gravely to assure us, that the holy enthu

siast would by no means allow UB to encroach upon his domains with 

impunity; and proceeded to state that he would most certainly kill 

every person ~f our party who should dare to ascend, and afterwanl. 
sacrifice him (the Tchaous) himself, for having allowed us to intrude 

upon his retirement. It may be imagined that none of us had any . 
particular wish to offend the holy personage in .question; but the 

hill which he occupied was unluckily the most convenient which 

could be selected for our purpose; and we did not think it quite 

Babheee, or Baksheeeh. iii the Arab term for a gratuity or pecuniary coOOd~ 
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o_y to give up our base 00 tl", grounds of 00 ridicu,!oua, 8n 

objectioo. The' attempt was accordingly made, and the base pro

perly measured, without either of the dreadfu,! results which had 
beeo anticipated; and the parties, on descending, received the 

serious congratulations of the Arabs on having had, what they called, 

I!O unexpected and providential an escape. 

This ' formidable personage is the Marubiit mentioned by pella 

Cella as having threatened to eat him alive; and the Doctor was 

li;ssured, by a black slave who stood near him. that he was perfectly 

capable of fulfilling his extraordinary threat · 

So much has been written on the subject of these knavish fanatic!!, 

tpat we shall not here attempt any description of them: every book 

of travels in Mahometan countries contains more or less notice of the . . 
wondrous feats which are attributed tp them, and 'of the no less 

remarkable credulity of those whom they impose upon t. We may, 

however, observe that the col\ntry between Lebida and Me.urata, 

and more especially the neighbourhood of ti,e last-mentioned place, 

is much infested by these artful and unblllShing pretenders to piety 

and supernatural powers . 

• II mio abito Europeo attiro 8ubito 10 eguardo del Marabotto, il quale fattosi inanr:i, 
«Ml aria truce, aocompagno il IUD geeto minacoia.o oon parole ch' io DOn inteai: rna WI 

Ne~ che aveva accanto, avendole fedelmente tradutte, portavano ch' egli vo)ev9 man. 
giaimi viv\:" It traduttore aggiungeva che il Marabotto De era C8.p"e. pereM questo 
compLi.mento .ra slato talvoJta fatto da qUeita gente a qualche Ebreo !-(Viaggio cia 
Tripoli. & •. , po' 45). 

t In the won: of Capt. Lyon, in particular. a good deal of .,urioue matter connected 
";Uo Mariblita willbo found. 
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On tlte morning of tile 15th we left the ........ of Lebida, ,and

passing between the gardens which are scattered· over its plaiA. pro
(.,ooed on our rood to Zetiten. Ahout nine miles to the eastward 

of Lebida is the stream called 'V ad' el Khilhan, which we found to ' 

l"""""'s more pretensions to the title of river than any which we 

had hitherto seen. It appeano to have its rise in ~he mountains to 

the southward; and after spreading itself in shallows over 'a rocky 

bed, it falls ahout twenty feet, and L'Ontinues its course, though very 

slowly, to the sea. The banks of ''I'ad' el Khilhan are in some pl8re!! 

high, .Ioping down to the water's edge, and are covered with under

wood, among which a few treeo may occasionally be observed to rise. 

The verdure of its banks give it an agreeable appearance, and some 

remains of !:>uilding, whifh are seen here and there through the soil-

contribute to increase the interest of the stream. .-",," .' 

By the side of the road, at about a mile and a half from where 

the river empties into tbe sea, are the remains of the aqueduct men

tioned ahove, wbicb supplied tbe city of Lebida; and other traces 

of building are occasionally observable in its neigbbourhood. R""" 

also may still ~ observed tbe same morasses which formerly charac

terized this spot, and gave' occasion for the constrnction of the 

causeway, still existing, which is mentioned by Strabo as having been 

bnilt by the Cartbaginians·. All these circumstances contribute to 

• E!'7If a'Efi '1T')Ta~r KI>lI:pos' X.xl ,u.f-r« TaIlT« alll,...'X'II',u.« TI I) fYO,'III'IU KIllex."~OYlo" 'r.ft/
(If~TH f>ata:9fa. TI~a m N)1 X"'~\I ,:nEXOYTa.-(Lib. 17. ~ 18.) 

11 must not he forgotten that the geographer is pueing from Welt to east; and we fiJMl 
the remain. o( the building a.lluded to above, occurring immediately after the river, in 
travelling in thi. dir~tion; which alllwer. exactly to the potition of Strabo'. C&u...,.; 
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point out Wad' el Kh8han 8S the Cinyphus, and as such we may 

reasonably consider it. 

The morass is extremely dangerous to cross without a guide, and 

two of our party, who were unprovided with one, experienced much 

difficulty in crossing a small quicksand situated hetween the marsh 

and the sea. There is another part of this quicksand, more to the east. 

ward, which it was wholly impossihle to cross; our horses, in attempt

ing it, sank up to the saddle-girths, and the severity of the Arab 

Spur alone prevented them from sinking much deeper. We may 

add that the exhalations which rise from the marsh appear to he 

very unwholesome, for one of our Arab escort, who slept a "hort 

time by the side of it, while we were making some observations, 'was 

sltortly afterwards seized with violent cold shiverings, and every 

Symptom of lever. 

At the north-eastem extremity of the morass is the promontory 

called Tabia l'oint, nn which we found the ruins of what appears to 

have been a tomb, and at the distance of ahout a quarter of a mile from 

the shore may he observed a reef of rocks, which will occasionally 

alford shelter for boats; the part thus protected is callOO by the 

Arabs Mana Ugrah, from its vicinity \0 the village of that name. 

Theoe rocks were ahove water when visited by Captain Smytll in 

1817 ; ·but, in ·oon""'luence, probably, of the prevalence of northerly 

gales. they were covered when we p...ed along the coast, and cannot 

therefore at, all times he depended upon lor protection. 

In <;o¥\dering Will!.' el ~h8han as the Cinyphus, which its posi

tion with resud to Lebida, and the appearances already pointed 



64 JOURNEY FROM 

out, will 'Very decidedly authorize us t do, one difllculty will he 

found to arise. It is the impossibility of reconciling the distanoo 

from the sea, of the nearest range of hills to the southward, with 

that assigned by H erodotus to the Hill of the Graces, in which ·he · 

affirm.' the Cinyphus to have its source. 

The Hill of the Graces is laid down by this geographer at 200 

stadia from the sea'; whereas the distance of the nearest range of 

hills, to the southward of Wad' el Khl.han, is little more than four 

English miles from the coast; and we could perceive in this range 

no aperture or break through which we might imagine that a stream 

coul« have passed in its course from the southward to the sea. We 

should certainly infer, from the appearance of this chain, that tbe 

river must have had its source in it; and one of the hills of which 
# ' 

it is composed does certainly present an appearance of three peak~ 

as we may imagine the Hill of the Graces did ; but then we must 

suppose that some mistake has been made, either by Herodotus 

himself, or 1;>y his editors, in the number of stades above mentioned ; 

and, although it i. possible that such an error might have occurred, 

we have no gr~ater right to dispute the pasaage in question, than we 

have to challenge the accuracy of any other statement which is 

received on the authority of the geographer, We mean, with refer

ence to th~ text itself, exclusive of local information; for the pas
sage is simply and clearly stated, without the least appearance of 

• a..). IWT"" (Macarum) Kn"", WTa#A4r. eiM' • • ~ IlWU,IM¥tI XlIf'''''¥) ft 9.>...",&. 
U')I~. ,».,.,., GlIt"Ot 0 X~"IiW' J.-mII I~I I n, fOlllJ'lllI " , II),).", TI'It .r--ftAtx,9U07I1 

AI'~' ""1),7\f' 41ft SaMII!!1) , l, U II IITO" ftafOl 1,..".* • .-.. (Melp. f.'i.) 
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ainbiguity; and the habit of doubting every statement of an 

author which does not coincide with our own ideas and obser

vations, is scarcely to be indulged without danger to the cause of 

truth. 
We had determillen on our return (among other things which we 

had no time to exauune minutely in advancing) to trace the river 

Khahan to its: source. and thus decide the point beyond dispute; 

but unforeseen ,cirewilstances prevented our returning by way of 

Tripoly; and the 'promised examination never took place. We will 

not therefore venture decidedly to asBert that this stream does not 

rise to the southward of the chain of hills ahove mentioned; but we 

should certainly be surprised (from the view which we had of this 

range in passing) to learn liereafter that it had been proved, by local 

ob~rvation, to have its sOurce in the mountains farther ;nland. We 

may observ .. at the same time, that the distance of the Terhoona' 

range from the coast, ... it is laid down by Captain Lyon. will an01\'er 

tolerably well to that of the 200 .tadia at which Herodotus has , ' 

placed his Hill of the Graces from the sea; taking the stade of this 

geographer at 732 to a degree, or · 101 to a common E;nglish mile. 
which is the mean allowed by Major Reruiell to the stade of Hero

~otU8, There are, however. several other inferior ,chains of hill. 

(besides the one nearest to the coast) between the Terhoona range 

and the aea;, and we scarcely think it possible that the Cinyphu. 

The Terhoooa rUp it a bnnoh of the Oharian, and may be reckoOt!d, in the part 
opposite LebMla, to be about eighteen geographical mil .. from the _, on the authority · 
of Capt, Lyon'. ohart. 
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(or Kh8.han) could have found its way through theae impedi

ments-. 

In the chart of Cellarius, as Dr. Della Cella has truly observed, we 

find the Cinyphus placed to the eastward of the Cephalas Promon. 

torium, in opposition to the testimonies of St~bo and Ptolemy, and 

of most other writers of respectability. But it is merely with a 

view to reconcile contending authorities that this position has been 

assigned to the river; for it will be evident, by a reference to the 

text of Cellarius, that it is not the one adopted by himselft. It 

may be possible, also, (in addition to the authorities of the Itinerary 

and the Augustan table which he mentions) that Cellarius has been 

induced to place his Cinyphus thus far to the eastward, in COil_ 

qnence of a passage in Pliny, and of a 'remark which he has also 
quoted fro~ Ptolemy. Pliny fixes the cOuntry of the Lotop~i 
in the most southern rece ... of the Greater Syrtis, aad Ptolemy 

ob<!erve. of these people, that they inhabited the neighbourhood of 

the Cinyphus t. It becomes neccs8al'Y., therefore, in order to recon

cile these statements, either to place the Cinyphus nearer to the 

centre of th~ Gulf, or to move the Lotophagi nearer to the Cinyphu8 . 

• It win be seell from the account of Lebida annexed, with which we have lately he..!n 
favou~ by Capt. Smyth. that the river actually takes itt rite in the low range of hille 
above mentioned, situated. between four and five mile. from the cOMt; 80 that the die-. 
tancc of Herodotue j, much too great. 

t S .. Lib. 4. Cap. 3. 
! In intimo ainu fuil ora Lotophag3n. qU06quidam A1acbrool di%eret ad Phibenorum 

aru.-{Hin. Nat. Lib. v. c, 4.) 
The warda of Ptolemy are-nf12loWTOr oro, W'OTIlIo'O' (K..~) A~Oh 
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Mela plaoes the Lotopbagi still further to the eastward than Pliny, 

for he tells us that they are said to inhabit the country between the 

Promontories of Borion and Phycus, which are both of them in the 

Cyrenaica .; and this statement may be considered as an additional 

reason for moving th,; Cinyphus to the eastward of its actual position, 

if the observation of Ptolemy in question be attended to. It is cer

tain, however, that the position of the Cinyphus, on the authorities 

of Strabo, Ptolemy, and Scylax, is to the westward of the Cephalas 

Promontorium; Pliny places it in the country between the two 

Syrtes, and Mela to the westward of Leptis Magna t: there is 

therefore no sufficient authority for moving the river to the eastward 

of. the Cephalas; although it must be confessed that the position of 

thl' Lotophagi, in the neighbourhood of the river Cinyphus, is cer

tainly very -clear and decided. 

We may observe, with regard to these eaters of the lotus, that 

they have been so very diWerently placed by different authorities, 

that it is scarcely possible to say in what part of the map they may, 

or may not, be laid down; and this circumstance will serve to prove 

how widely the lotu .. tree must have been spread, at various times, 

over the coast and country of Northern Africa . 

• Ejua ptomontorium est Borion, ab eoque incipiens ora quam. Lowphagi tenuisse di· 
cuntUt, utque ad Phyc~.A.-(Lib. i. c. 7.) 

t Sed lltore inter d.uu Syrtia COL. M. P. Ibi civitaa Ooen.i., Cympe ilo.viUII ac regio 
. (HDt. Nat. Lib. Y. o. 5.) 

After menti01l~ the LMeer Syrtil, Mela obeerv.-Ultra flit Oea oppidum. et CinYJHI 
lluvillJ per uberrima ana decidetll: tum Lepa. alten, .t Sptit JlOIDine atque ingenio 
por priori .•.• -'-{De Situ Orbio, Lib. I. c. 7.) 
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The region of the Cinyphu8 h .. been celebrMed for its extraOrdi
nary fertility; Herodotus asserts that it yielded three hundred for 

one, and other writers have concurred in extolling the richne88 of 

its soil'. It is remarkable, however, that some authors who have

highly commended the soil of the Byzacium, have, at the same time, 

omitted to notice the fertility of the region of the Cinyphus; whil~ 

others, on the contrary, who have recorded the extraordinary pro

duce of the district last mentioned, have failed to make any aIIu8ion 

to the productive qualities of the Byzacium. This circumstance ha. 

induced Dr. Della Cella to imagine that some of the writers in 

question intended to include both theae districts in one; and in 
support of this idea he cites passages -from Pliny and Strabo, which 

appear to him decisi'je in its favour. Pliny says (it i. Dr. ~a 

Cella who speaks) that "the people who inhabit the Byzacium aie 
called Libyphrenices t;" it i. therefore only neceasary to ascertain 

in what country the LibyphrewL-es dwelt, to determine the position 

of the Byzacium t. And here, continues the Doctor, i8 • "ery clear 

reply of Strabo to thi. desideratum of ancient geography-" Upon 

• A'1':'~ ~, 'r'\:wi 'MI_ E"'Rlf'ToII' ~f~O~T~I' 11I"Ut«Tor« ')'«f ' ''''IIY «tf1.t. .""tint1 lIel~ 'YIIX" 
tJt~ie~I' Y,;i I'Y T'JI KIJII'II", .T' T~lfI.(I6I"' . (Melp. t...,ri.) 

Seyiax calL! the region or the Cillyphu! 'X/"p,o, ll&).o--*nd Meta detCribei the rjver
per uberrima arva decidens. Other aut~oritiet may be added to the. iu,upport o[the ' 
fertility 0; the di.trict. . . . . 

. t Libyp~Qlmices :ccantur qui Byzaci~m inooiuDt. 

! Plinio dice Libnha!nicett vClCantur qui Byueium illc?l.unt. Si tratta dunqu. di 
sepeTe dove abitavono i ~ibitenici i per aapere il ,ito della regiooe BiucillL Ed ec001e 
UDa chiaii.ima ri@poIta.di Stra:OOne a.qu~to quetlito di a~tica geografia : Sulla marina 
cht>< ~ CIa Csrtagine fino al Cefalo, e 500 ai Ma..elibii ~ it territorio dei Libifenicii~ 
(Viaggioda Tripoli, &c. p. 48.) '" . . 
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the · sea-<108IIt,' extending from Carthage to the Cephalas Pro';;"n

toriuln, and to the Maoulihii -, is the territory of the Libyphre. 

nices.". 
But it will ~cely, we imagine, be thought absolutely neoessary 

to conclude, that, ~use Byzacium may have formed a part of the 

territory of the Libyphrenices, the whole of the country inhabited by 

these people must therefore he called Byzacium; for Strabo himself 
has informed us that the Byzacians extended only to tbe ·eastern 

limits of Carthage (that is, of Carthage Proper, or Zeugitana); whereas 

the tract which he has BSiigned to the Libyphrenices generally, com· 

prehended the whole of the Carthagenian territory, from the Cephala. 

Promontorium to the rountry of the Massresyli. The M .. sresyli 

'Yere a people of N umidis, and their di§trict formed the western 

boundary of that country and Mauretania; 80 that between them 

and the Byzacian. (whom we may, surely, conclude to he the inha

bitants of the country from which their name is derived) the whole 

of Numidia and Carthage Proper intervenes. The Libyphreniees 

appear to have been the descendanta of the Phrenicians (or Car

thaginian.) and of the several native African, or Liljyan, tribes in 

The M .... yli .eem here to be intended by Signor Della Cella. u will appear from 
the ~ in question. 

T.-yuITWl ~. T'IIIt 41h K.fX~lIOr .~r. ~'XR' K,~ ui #"Xe' 'nit M_6~AI~).'; 

ft(l' ha~ '1"1, .,"Xl' "nit "" r.,n),fn IIP'"", ~. A,Cua'ltl ou,.",. (Lib. 17. ~ 19.) 
The ~ which follOWl from the Second Book of ·Strabo. bee the limits which he 

&..:t. --.ped to the country ot the Byr.acii. 
, T~~,r~r-~rl .~, "" luf1'W', ,'tvU.tlf, ..: N.o'."wrrn:r, ..: ,.." r"'nWor 1', ... c· fiT. 

~'JaI, UI ~,. ~ nt, ":-px .. l!»~r . . ,(Lib. 2. p. ~31.) 
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their neighbourhood; so that Byzacium would naturally be peopled 

by them to a considerable extent, without its being necessary to infer 

from that circumstance that all Libyphcenices were Byzacian •. 

We may add that Strabo does not seem to be aware of any fertility 

in the soil of the Byzacium; for he continues to, state (after the pas
sage above quoted from the Second Book of his Geography) that all 

the country between Carthage and the columns of Hercules is fertile 

_not including, of course, either the Byzacium, or the region of the 

Cinyphus·. 
The extent of the terri tory which is supposed by Signor Della 

Cella to have been included in the province of Byzacium • . that is, 

(as we have stated above) from the eountry of the Masl!8!Syli. on 

the western side. to t~ Cephalas Promontorium on the east, would . 
occupy a coast-line of no less than 700 miles. exclusive of its 

limits in a southerly direction; and it will more readily be seen 

how much this extent differs. from that of the actual Byzacium. 

by comparing it with the dimensions which Pliny has given of the 

country, in the passage which Signor Della Cella has partially quoted 

above t . We, shall there find that the district of Byracium WlI8 

comprehended within a circuit of no more than 250 Roman mil"'; ; 

"" that it is difficult to imagine how Pliny could have intended to ' 

extend Its limits, either eastward or westward, to the points whlch 

the Doctor has claimed for it: since the historian'. intentions 

., n/&"roc a' r, IZ"O K~t)aol'O { /J-f'J:RI f'l'!MtV fm fli31U/AMV. 

t Libypbolllieea vocantu.r qui Byzacium ineolunt. Ita appeU.tar regio COL; II. P. 
citcuitu, fertUitatiaeximiae. &C.-(Nat. }liat. Lib .•. c. 4.) -co .. 
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must have been sadly at variance with his assertions, had he really , . 
meant to bestow upon Byzacium so lJluch more than he has stated 

it to contain - . 
The region of the Cinyphus has still the same peculiarities which 

it has been stated to possess by Herodotus; there we still find the 

rich and dark-coloured soil. and the abundance of water which he 

mentions: but every thing degenerates in the hand of the Arab. 

and the produce "f the present <lay bears no proportion to that 

which the historian has recorded, The average rate of produce of 

this fine tract of country (so far. at least, as we could learn from the 

Arabs who inhabit it) is now scarcely more than ten for one; and 

tlte ,lands in the neighbourhood of Zeliten and Mesurata are the 

only places cultivated to the eastward of the Cinyphus, The pro-
• 

iluce, in grain. is principally barley. with a moderate Ilroportion only 

of wheat; but the date-tree and the olive are very generally distri

buted, and their crops are extremely abundant. We were informed 

that there WBliusually a consider-able overplus of dates, olive-oil, and 

barley, both at Mesurata and Zeliten; and that the Arabs of the 

western parts of the Syrtis draw their principal supplies from the 

former of these places, • 

The country to the west of the Cinyphus is, to all appearance. 

, The interpretatioli. which folloWIII (in this part of Signor Della Cella', work) of a 
pIIIIiIge which he !au quoted from Scylaz. and the adoption which he there propoees of 
the WOrd.~1 m.t.d of ft).lf,do not..m to rett, we fe.ar,OD any better foundation. 
(Bee V;.g;o d.\ Tripoli. &.". p, 48-9,) 

The eoocl~ wotds If! 3. 'f'IJA4f, rather appear to relate to the deeert tract btitween 
Lelrida aDd Tijp ......... to tho .... try in tho neitJhl>oarbood of \he Cinyph .. , 
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equally productive (we should rather lIBy equally capable of being 

made so) with that which we have mentioned til the eastward. A 

sluall part of this only, however, is cultivated, and we may <>bserve 

generally, of the region of the Cinyphus, that by fur the greater 

portion of that beautiful tract of country, from the eastern limit of 

the Syrtis at Mesurata, to the edge of the sandy desert at W ad'm'· 

Seid, i. now left in its natural state. 

The following short account of the objects most worthy of notice 

which presented themselves to Captain Smyth in the course of hi. 

journey to Lebida in tb.e'Year 1816, and the succeeding one;"'. 

heen extracted from hi. private journal, and obligingly placed at our 

disposal by the author; and as we think they will not be unaccept-· 

able to our readers, we submit them, without further comment, te> 

their notice. 

The first principal point to the eastward of Tripoly·is Has al Amra, 

a projecting low sand, with rocks cl<>se in, but possessing 8 small , 
boat-cove on its east side, resembling an ancient cothon: near it .... 

the ruins of several bath. with tesselated pavements. 

~ond Has al Amra there is another 8IDall port, formed by 8 pOwt 

of land between tile wadi .. of Ben z barra and AbdeUata, whence 

the produce of the ~'Ountry i. shipped off in summer, )'he mouth 
. , 

of the ·AbdeUata form. a picturesque CC1Ve, and on its left 1:J8Dl<. .. a 

little inland, is a village consisting of troglodytic CllVemll,eJ>ca~ 
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m the sandstone rock, and many of which being furnished wi ... · 

doors, are used, instead of the usual matamorea, as granaries. 

Here begin. the tract generally called Zibbi, and the land, rising 

gradual.ly, exhibits a better, though still neglected, appearance, being 

thinly planted with olive-trees, and here and there a vineyard. 

. In the vicinity of ti.e Ganerna.river frequent vestiges of antiquity 

announce the approach to a place once more prosperous; and in the 

valley of Seyd.n-aIli are the remains of some Roman fortification., 

called by the Moors, the Seven Towers, which from several local 

indications I think must stand on the site of Quintiliana. 

Leptis Magna is situated on a fine level district, of a light and 

loamy soil, bounded by gentle bills. A great part of this '"plain is 

laid out in fields of corn, pulse, carrots, .te., interspersed with groves 

of o'tive, pomegranate, and date-trees, among which are' a few vine

yard,;; but it is by no means cultivated with the attention due to its 

susceptibility of improvement; and a great portion of the produce 

is annually destroyed by the gundy rat, and a species of jerboa, 

(probably tbe !".' ~ .... '" represented on the Cyrenian coins) which 

greatly infest all the grounds, yet no means are used to destroy 

theIjl. . The. want of enclosures is also greatly felt,' the young 

s~oots of the seed being protected from the wind ouly by thinly

plan~ row. of the Scilla Maritima: however, 1I0twithstanding every 

~YJUltage, the barves~ are generally astisfadory to the moderate 

~t,io.., ~ these rude peassnts. . 

T~,~ higher grQunds there is a good deal of pasturage, 

wbe~ camela. . ~ oxen, sheep. and goats are reared; but the 
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destructive method. of the Aruba in impoverilllung the land around 

their dowars, till it hecomes exhausted, without ony attempt to nou

riBh or assist the soi~ is everywhere visible, by the many bare spots 

whence the tents have heen shifted to more fertile situations, ;which 

for the same reason soon become, in their turn, deserted also. 
I first visited Leptis in May, 1816, to examine into the poesibility 

of embarking the numerous columns lying on its sand., which 

the Bashaw of Tripoly had .offered to His Maj""ty_ The ruo.s 

had a very interesting appearance, from the contrast of their fallen 

grandeur with the mud-built villages of Lebidah and Legatah, 

and the Nomadic tribes scattered around_ The city, with its iJnme

diate suburb, occupies a space of about ten thousand yards, . the 

prindpal part of which i. covered by a fine white sand; that, , , 

drifting with the wind along the beach, has been arrested in 'it. 
progress by the ruins, and struck me at the moment as having 

probably heen the means of preserving many specimens of art, which, 

from the numerous pillars, capitals, cornices, and sculptured frag
ments strewed around, I could not but suppose to · have · been 

extremely valuable, more especially, since having heen the birth

p\lICC of the ;Empel'!>r Severus, he might have enriched it with 

presents; besides which it had heen highly favoured for its adhel'
en"" to the Roman interest during the Jugurthine war. In addj&ion 

to these circumstances, the fact of Leptia once being· Ii1lfticienu,. 
opulent to render in tribute a talent a day, . prompted me, onmy 

arrival at Malta, to recomm~nd it as an eligible field f';" an e~ve 
ex.cavatioD. , 
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On my return thither in January, 1817, I w .. surprieed, on ridins 
om the lUi..., to find that many of the most valuable column., 

which were standing in ·the preceding May, had either been removed, 

er were lying broken on the spot, and even most of those still remain

ing had had their astragal and torus chipped off. I discovered, on in-
• 

quiry, that a report had been circulated by the Tschaouses on my 

former .. isit, of an intention to embark them for England; and AS it 

had long been a quarry whence the Arabs supplied them""lves with 

mill-stones, they bad in the interval been busily employed in breaking 

up the columns for that purpose, providing not only for the present, 

but also for future supply. This extensive destruction w .. prompted 

by .the peeuliar construction of the Moorish oil-mills, they being built 

with a cireular surface, having a ·· gentle inclination t<>wards the 
• 

cehtre, round which a long stone traverses, formed by about one-

third of a shaft. 

On the. 25th, however, having arranged my tents and instru

ment.. I ocimmenced an excavation near the centre of the city with 

a party of eight Arabs, whom I increased the following day to a hun

dred; and aa they quickly gained the use of the English spade IIDd 

mattock, the work proceeded with celerity. But I soon bad the lDor

~ifieation of perceiving, from numerous local evidences, that Leptis had 

"""" ociiDpletely ravaged in former times, and its public edifices demo

lisbed . with diligent labour, owing perhaps to the furious bigotry 

of doe ~ian bishops. who sealously destroyed the PSgan 

_ttl) ill ~ place under their control. Or it might have 

*'partly eftected by. tile ve_noe of the Barbarians for the 
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memorable treachery of the Leptitani. From whatever cause it pro

ceeded, the destruction is complete; most of the statues are either 

broken to pieces, or chipped into shapeless masses, the ardbesque 

ornaments defaced, the acanthus leaves and volutes knocked off the 

fallen capitals, and even part of the pavements torn up; the massy 

shafts of the columns alone remaining entire. • 

With a view of gaining further inlormation, I opened an exten

sive Necropolis, but with littl~ success. There were neither vases 

nor lachrymatories, but only a coarse species of amphor., and some 

paterre, with a few coins, neither rare nor handsome, mostly brass, 

and principally of Severos, Pupienus, Alexander, J utia Mammea, 

Balbus, and Gordianus Pius. A number of intaglios of poor execu

tion were picked up in different parts, as also some very common 

Carthaginian medals, tut nothing indicating high antiquity or u.;.te

ful skill. Willing, however, to make as rair a trial as possible, I con

tinued excavating until the 12th of' J<'ehruary, when, having explored 

the principal Basilica, a triumphal arch, a circus, a peristyleum, and 

several minor structures, with only a strengthened conviction of the 

precarious chance of recovering any specimens of art worth the 

labour and expense of enlarged operations, I determined to desist. 

In the course of the excavation I had an opportunity of observ~ 

ing, that the period of the principal grandeur of the city must have 

been posterior 1.0 the Augustan age, and when taste was on the 

decline ; for notwithstanding the valuable materials with which it . . 

was constructed, it appears to have been overloaded with indifferent 

ornament, and several of the mutilated colossal statues I foWKI, 
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were in the very worst style I>f the Lower Empire. There are also 

many evidences of the city having been occupied after its first and 

'riolent destruction, from several of the walls ano towers being built 

of various architectural fragments confusedly heaped togelher. 

Although there are several exceedingly fine brick and cementi . 
• 

tious edifices, most of the walls, arcades, and public buildings, are 

composed of massy blocks of freestone, and conglomerate. in layers. 

without cement, or at most with very little. The temples were 

Constructed in a style of the utmost grandeur, adorned with im. 

mense columns of the most valuable granites and marbles, the· shafts 

of which consisted of a single piece. Most of these noble ornaments 

were of the Corinthian order; but I also saw several enormous rnasse:-; 

of architecture, ornamented with triglyphs, and two or three cyathi. 
• • 

'form capitals. which led me to suppose that a Doric temple. of 

anterior date. had existed there. On a triple plinth near them lob· 

served a species of socte, used in some of these structures 8S the 

boBe of a column. with part of the walls of the Cella, surrounded by 

a columnar peristyle. 

The city was encompassed by strong walls of solid masonry. pierced 
• with magnificent gates, and was ornamented with spacious porticoes, 

sufficient portions of which still remain to prove their former splen. 

dour. It was divided from its principal suburb to the east by a 

river. the mouth of which forming a spacious basin, was the Cothon, 

defended at its narrow entrance by two stout fortifications; ami . . 
branching out from them, may be observed, UDder water, the remains 

01' two large moles. On the banks of this river, the bed of which i. 
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still oocupied by a rivulet, are variounuins of-aqueducto; and lOme 

large reservoirs in excellent preservation. Between the printipal 

cisterns and the torrent to the westward of Lepti., some artifielal 

mounds are constructed 3CI'OSS the plain, by which the wiRter rain. 

were conducted to the reservoirs, and carried clear of the city. On 
• 

the e&!!t bank of the river are remains-ot' a galley-port, and numeroWl 
baths, adjacent to a circus, formerly ornamented with obelisks and 

columns, and above which are vestiges of .. theatre. Indeed the 

whole plain from the Mergip hills to the Cinyphus (now the river 
Khfthan) exhibits unequivocal proofs of its former population and 

opulence. 

Thus ended my unsuecesoful research; but" tbough DO works of art 

were remvered, many 6>f the architectural fragments were moved . . 
during the summer down to- the beach, by Colonel Warrington; 

where I called for and embarked them on board a store-ship &lr 

England, together with thirty-seven shafts, which formed the prin
cipal scope of the expedition, and they are now in the court of the 
British !II useum. Still we were sorry to find that neither the raft

ports nor the hatchways of the Weymouth were .. pable .of admitting , 
three fine Cipolline columns of great magnitude, that, from their 
extreme beauty and perfection, we had been perticularly &llJliOWl 

about. 
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Ollbis return from a journey into the interior, lD search of the 

ruiDsofGhirza, (to which we shall hereafter allude) Captain Smyth 

obaee¥ed three hills Qf moderate size in one of the branches of the 

Me!oaeIlata range; whicb, from thftr number, appear to answer to 

tile HiU8 of the Graces, considered by Herodotus as the ""urce of 
• the river Cinyphus. The distance of this range frOID the _ .. wiU 

not at. all correspond (as we' have already oboerved) with the 200 

stadia mentioned by Herodotus as the distance of the HiUs of the 

G_ from. the coast; but, without relying too much upon their 

triple form, which might be equally peculiar to other hills, the cir

cumstance of finding in these tumuli the souree of the only stream 

which wiU answer to the position of the Cinyphus, should, we thiBk, 

be esteemed as conclusive; and we may hereafter consider the mea

,Nremento of Herodotus, as given in the passage Which we have 

quoted above, to be decidedly (frOID whatever <"use) erroneous. We 

may however observe, that we have had, at various times, 80 many 

opportuDities of admiring the genentl accuracy of the father of his
tory, that we should rather eonsider this error to have resulted from 

lOme mistake of the.nnmbe .... which· may have oceuned in transcrib

ing the manuscript, than from any incorrectness 0"" th'; part of Hero

dotus. · We give the remarks of Captain Smyth on this subject in 
hi. own words . 

. from Benioleet J went to the north-eastward, in hopes of finding 

lIOlIIe.remain. of Talata, Tenadassa, and Syddemis, which were in 

the ~ of communication with the stations of the Syrti .. Cydamus, 

IUld tJal! 'Tritonis; but I met with only a few dilapidated towers, and 
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some uninteresting rnins, which from the situation were probably 

those of Mespe. Thence we crossed the Mcssell~ta hills, and near 

the centre of oue of the ramifications observed tiree slight eminences, 

which I am inclined to think must have been the Tumuli of the 

l;raL'eS of ancient geographers, though, but for the coincidence of the 

Ilumber, I should scarcely have remarked them. They are about 

:HO feet in height, and nearly five miles from the coast, thus differing 

in distance from the ancient account of 200 stadia; hut as the Ciny. 

phus actually rises here, the early manuscripts may have suffered 

from bad copyists. 

The Cinyphus is now called the Wadie Kh:ihan, or weak river, in 

allusion to its sluggish course in summer, though it is still, to a little 

distance inland, a consillerable stream, for this pari of the world. Its 
• 

hrubhy banks render the lower part of it extremely picturesque, 

while both they and the sedgy marshes it h"" formed towards Tabia 

point abound with game of all descriptions. Near the high road 

from Sahal to Zeliten, the river contracts at once: here stood an 

ancient bridge, of which vestiges remain; and adjacent is a tolerable 

subterraneous aqueduct, running in the direction of Leptis, with a , 
ventilating aperture, at intervals of about forty yards. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Arrivill at Zeliten-!>e!lcriptifJll of tile Village and District of that name-Harbour of Zditen_ 

RemBin~ in it~ neighbourhood pfo!,ahly tho!!1! of the Cistern~ Oppidum of t~l{'my-Tomb 

of the Manbut Sidy Abd d Salanl-R~~I~ct shewn w it by our party in pllliMiIlj{ befure it.
General appearance of these Structurl,s-Aral. crcuulity antl ~upt.'rstition-kll.ve Zditell

Remain!! between it and Selin-Arri,e at Senn, the Orit, apparelltly. of Signor Della Cella 
...-Proceed to loui,,_IJort:l called by tile Arabs Mersa Gusset and Mer~a Zoraig-Arflve at 
Mesurata, the W e~tern 80undary of the Greater Syrtis-Dc!lcription of th .. Town aud Di!l~ri(· t 

of Mcsu rata-Accou nt of them IJY Leo Africanull_Visit from the Shekh of Mesurata

Splcmlid C~tumt! and Equipage of the !o:'lwkh colllpaTl'd with that of our Bedouin Guide. 

Sht,kh Mahommcd eI Oitllbah-Allu:<ioll to the rcpurt mentioned at the t'lld n( t!.e Third 

Chapter-Oreat demand for Medicine at Mesurata-Considerate conduct of Mr, tJamphf'lI

SPeedy IIUC('e98 uf hi" treatment in many ~l i Rit:ult cases -MiraclllolI ~ cure of a you~ Ara" 

\\'~man by all itincrallt Sherif aull ManUHJt-J)ctcntion uf the party at Me.<:urat.a-Ob~en'a. 

t10JUI on Cape MC8urata, considered all tile Ct'"hala~ l'romontorium of Strlho--Remarb /)f 

Signor Della CellI!. on this sllhject-Altcration~ pr()po~cd I>y that gentleman in the plIIll't lla· 

tion of a pUllsav:c in Strahu de~cr i l)ti\'(' uf tht' Prumontory-Actual appearance of the Pro· 

rnontory sultkiently ('onsi~tent with the account of Stral.o-\Vcll·foundffi Rl'marks of Signor 

Della Cella 011 the exten~iull ufthe GhJrian Chain, &c._ElttclI~i\'t~ View from the Sand·hiUlI 

at the b3Ck of Me;<turata_Singular c(mtra~t pre~l' ''t cn by the view over the dreary wagte~ of 

the Syrtis cotnpared with that nvu the plain of Mesurata-Ho~ 'Pind, and swarm of locusts 

accompanying it-Alarm of the Arab~ of ~urata-"recalltionll ad()V~l'd by tln·m on the 
oceasion_Delltruetil'e eon~eque1H'(':~ (mentiom·d by Shuw) rf'!luiting from the visit vf a Ri~ht 

of Locll~t.s whj(,h he witlll'_HlIed_Remarkfl of Pliny Oli the same lIuhject...!...Arri\'al of tlo ... 

Camels, and d~varture from Mesurato., 

ON our arrival at Zellten, we found barley and oil m abundance, and 

much cheaper than in the neighbourhood of Tripoly ; we availed our

selves. accordingly, of the favourable state of the maTket, to Teplenish 

our supply octhcse articles with the produce of the district of Cin yps. 

Herodotus thought it n"""ssary to observe; in describing the fortu-
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nate region here alluded to, that" it rained in this part of Libya·"

and we had also, in this instance, full reason to acknowledge the accu

racy of the father of history: for our stock of provisions was so much 

damaged by the rain which had attended our passage through the 

country, that we found it necessary to expose it a second time to the 

suo, before we ,'cntured to secure it more effectually in the baskets. 

The village of ZeEten contains from three to five hundred souls 

(as Shekh Benzahir, who presides there, informed us); and we were 

indebted to him, besides, for the honour of a visit, and a present 

(no less valuable) of some excellent Fezzan dates, which are thought 

to be superior to those of the country. The district of Zeliten, 

he further informed us, which extends from Wad'el Khlthan to 

Selin; contains no .less than fifteen villages and ten thousand . 
inhabitants: The houses are built with mud and rough stones, the 

mud, 011 most. occasions, preponderating, as it b~nerally does in Arab 

buildings: the roofs are formed of mats and the branches of the 

palm-iree, on which is laid a quantity of earth. The villages of 

Igsaiba, Fehtir, Irgig, and Snud, all smaller than Zeliten, but built 

after the same fashion, may be said to be appendages to that place. 
, -

Each of these villages, as well as Zeloten itself, is surrounded by 

plantations of date-trees and olives, and presents a tolerable show of 

cultivation. The produce is more than the inhahitants consume, 

and the overplus, together with straw mats and earthem jars, manu

factured in the place, are disposed of to Bedouin traders, or carried 
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to other markets for sale. There are two springs of very good water 

near Zeliten, which supply a smalI pond; and in this place the ladies 

of the place are accustomed to w,.,h alld cleanse their woo~ their 

clothes, and, occasionally, themselves, before they fill their jars for 

home consumption. 

The port called Mer .. Zcl,-ten is an insignificant cove, that would 

scarcely aff<lrd shelter to a boat. It is formed by a few rocks above 

water j may be about one hundrecl yards across, and appears to have 

no more than five or six f(.'Ct water in it. H"ert.' also are two spring., 

of good water, which would afford a conslallt supply, if the Arabs 

would take the trouble of excavating a dstcrn, and of protC\.·.ting it 

from the surf. To the N. E. of the Mersa, at the distance of from 

half a mile to three-quarters of a mile off' shore, the sea broke over 

sunken reeks: the clifts arc of sand-stone, and about thirty feel in 

height. 

The many ruins which exist in the vicinity of Zelitcn, and the 

frequent appearance of buildmg-stoncs, and shafts of marble columns, 

protruding through the mud walls of the village, contribute decid

edly t.o point it out u.s an ancient site, and it was probably the Ci~ 

tern", or Cinstem", Oppidum of l'tolemy; which is th~ first tow" 

mentioned by this geographer aft.er the T:j"~(01~ a.~:o~-the Cephal~ 

Promontorium of Strabo-in the tract of country between that point 

and the Cinyphus. 

Among the sand hills which almost surround the village, we found 

.everal imperfect ground plans; and near the beach is the tomb of 

a Marabiit, supported by marble columns, which however are of v~ry 
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trifling dimensions: there also we noticed several fragments of marble 

columns, and a considerable quantity of pottery and glass. Among 

the sand hills are likewise some remains of Arab baths, built of stone 

and cement; and about them are scattered the ruins of walls and 

buililings, as though the ,-ilIage had once been there, but having 

been deserted was gradually covered with sand: 

Our tents at Zeliten were pitehed upon the sand hills dose to the 

tomb of a celebrated Marabut, called Sidy Abd el Salam, much 

respecte"" by all the Mahometan population". The Arabs of our 

escort were particularly desirous that we should show some marks of 

attention to the remains of this holy personage, by passing his tOlJlU 

at a slow and solemn pace, and at a respectful distance; and though 

it may be imagined 'tC had no great faith in the sanctity of this 

venerated Shekh, and as little in the miracles which were attributed 

to him, we complied with their pious request. The tombs of such 

Maritbuts as have iu:quircd any tolerahle celebrity, present a singular 

appearJ.llce, in tht! motley collection of votive offerings and deposits 

which are displayed both within ami without the holy structures; 

and bundles of wood and long grass, ploughs, mats, jars, and shreds 

of old garments, are seen mingled with rusty firdocks and pistols, 

• TIle IIamL and hj~ tomb arc th us mentioned by Captain Lyon :-
" Thill place (Zelitr.ll) iJ> particularly blcs!lCd ill (X)fI6t'tlllilJg the remain!! of a irreat Ma. 

nthiit, wh,) is buried iu a really haliWome mOMj"e, ornamented with minaretfl and neat 
cupolas, ar.d whitewa~hKl all oyer. Hill descendautll arc much respcct¥d. and arc called 

Weled el Sl.eikh, IoItmll of tllc elder; they think lhcmtlelvt'8 authorited to be the mo.t 
im pudent. begging tiel of people in tbe wbole regency of Tripoly. " (P.335.) 
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saddles, stirrups. and bridles, amI C'haplets of beads, and ru bbish of 

almost every description. 

The more useful offerings of vegetables and fruit may be sometimes 

observed in the collection"; and the appetite of a saint, who has 

been dead fifty years, is often revived amI miraculously exerted 011 . 
these very tempting occasions. A large portion of food very soon 

disappears from the board of a living Marilbitt, but the beap' which 

are consumed by a dead one of any celebrity arc perfectly astonishing 

to unbelievers. 

The credulity of the Arab has, however, no bounds; and it rather, 

indeed, appears to increase, in proportion as the marvelious talc 

w~)ich is related is more inconsistent and extravagant. 

Mar{lhuts are aHowed the most unlimited freedom of access, from 
• 

the palace and presence of the sovereign, to the tent of the meanest 

Arab; and their persons are considered as sacred and inviolable, even 

after the commission of the most unjustifiable outrabPes. The last

mentiont..'<l privilege is not confined to the living; for the tomb of a 

Marabut is as inviolable as his person, and affords a sure sanctuary 

to the worst of criminals, in defiance of law and authority t 

, It mUlit be observed, that the opportunity of being buried ill a mosque doetlllot 

offer itSt'lf to many Marubuts-their tombs in l(cneral arl;' tlmall, ill8uinled buildings, 
surmounted with a single cupola, having nt>thing to recommeud them, in"point of appear

ance. beyond the IlcaL!1es~ and regularity which Ulsually distinguish them. Tbey ar.' 
commonly l-uilt all emincr.c(>8, 

t A criminal who may not be forced from Ii Martibut . may, however. be IItarvl'd ill 

his sanctuary; and this is often effected by surrounding the tomb with troops, thus prl;'
venting the elCape of the prisoner, and the poBsibilityof his being supplil·d witI, f<xx) 
An occurrence, however, took place at Bengazi in the year 1817, which serves to prove 



85 JOURNEY FROM 

To return to our subject, we may remark, In conclusion, that a 

"ery considerable part of the population of Zeliten nre Jews; and we 

were informed that the manufactures of the place are chiefly in the 

hands of these people: we found them uniformly civil, obliging, and 

industrious, and though much persecuted by the Mahometan inha-
• 

bitants, they appear to support their ill fortune contentedly. 

On the morning of the 18th we left Zeliten, and entered imme

diately upon an extensive ]>Iain, for the most part overrun with 

squills and brushwood. Two roaus cross this plain, ODe to Mesu-

That this ,pt~cies of blocka:de ill not always 8ure to be effectual. Some AI1Lbs of the Zousi 
t r ibe. who had e~capcd from Bey Hamt:d after t ile massacre of their companiolls in the 
castle, took refuge in the tomb of a cell'brated Marabiit, situated in the vic in ity of the 
lown. The Bey could not "~ttlre to force the sanduary which tllt~y had reached , but 
took evcry meal)s in his power to Prf'Vcllt (hpir' escape. or their communicatioll with 

any person without. H e had clOl:lcly hl(wkad('{i thc tomb with his troops; and flattert!d 
Il imt>clf that they must ~hortly peri~h with hU llger, or bl~ reduced to the nect'llllity of 
~urn'nderin{t thcmllC!"cs to the w ldicrl!. In either c.'CSt' the objector tile Hey would lutve 
l)een accomplished. amI he confidently w~ited the reMult; while the anxiety of tll(' people 
and neighbourhood of Hengazi. who pitied the unfortunate fugitivl':I, WIL'I raised to the 
highest pitch. Everyone Waft expect ing !lome horrid catalltrophe, for the dcstructiou of 
lite prisoners, by famine or thc sword, appeared to be now incvitahlc ; whcn the timely 
illtcrfl'relwc of t he departed Marli.biit was miraculoll91y excrtM in their favour. On 

liIl' third day aner their arrival at the sanctuary, to the Wltonishment of the &3IIembled 
I;pectators, a fltream of water was seen to i~sue from the tomb, and the ground all about 
it wa~ observed to be 8tr".wed with dates and other articles of food for the refugees! !! 

It Wtl~ '~Jear that nl) otller than tllc Mar{lbi,t himself cOlild have afforded this provi
dent ial sllppIY-().,i'Y?IAoU ~i Ta. )..i'Y .. ,,1 a.II1'OI AII:llof. we tell tht: tale lUI it Wtul told to Uj;}

for thl! placc h~d beCII watched day and nigllt by the troops, who had been caref1l11y 
and regularly relieved; and every Arab of Bengazi and the adjacent cou~try can still 
testi fy the fact m it is etated ! 

The ssme story may be fo und in the work of Dr. Della C~lIa, who informs ua that the 
miradc took place during his ret;idellce at Bengui. 
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rata, the other to Benioleed; we took the former, as nearest to the 

sea; and at the distance of a fe,,~ miles beyond Zelitcn, we observed 

several scattered heaps of ruins on either side of the road; most of 

these have been built on artificial mounds, with trenches round 

them, and appear to have formed parts of a military position; but 

everything was so much mutilated and buried, that much time would 

have been necessary to make out their plans, which would scarcely 

indeed. have recompensed the lahour of excavation. 

At sunset we arrived at Selin, where the tents were pitched near 

an ancient well, forty feet in depth, and containing a good supply of 

sweet water. At the distance of about two hundred yards from the 

well, we perceived upon a hill the remains of' what appeared to have 

been a fort; antI many fragments of buildings were discernible hert' 

and there in the neighbourhood. This place seems to ·be -the Orir of' 

Dr: Della Cella, but we could perceive no traees of the lIfosaic pave· 

ment which he mentions, nor anything to mal'k the spot as the site 

of an ancient city. The Doctor has fixed upon Orir as the position 

of Cinsternre; and the circumstance of its occurring (in passing from 

west to east) immediately before the promontory which forms the 

western boundary of the Greater Syrtis, would, in truth, seem to 

favour the idea. But Zeliten appeared to us more adapted for 

the site of a city, and the remains of that place had more the cha

racter of parts of a town than those which were observable at Selin. 

We should conceive that the ruins to the eastward of Zehten were 

tho"" cjf· a cOnnected series offorts, and that no other buildings had 

licen attached to them than such as are usually found in the neigh

bourhood of a mili\ari 1>OSition. Cinstemoo, however, was a town of 
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so little importance, that whether its site be fixetl at Zel'ten or 

Selin is a matter of very trivia.l con.sideration. 

On the ,wening of the succeeding day we reachetl the little village 

of Zouia, which is somewhat resembling, but very superior to, Zeliten . 

. -\fter quitting Selin we had divided our party, and leaving the 

camels to pursue the direct road, we proceetleJ along the sand-hills 

which flank the beach, and arrived at an inconsiderable collection of 

hovels situated immediately on the coast. This place is called 

Zoraig, and contains, we werc told, about an hundred persons, who 

(>ultivate just sufficient ground to supply thcmselvclS and their fami

lies. They were, however, provided with several wells of good water, 

which they distributed by means of troughs over the cultivated 

ground. \Ve here dismounted to partake of some dates and water, 

which were cordially offered to us by an old man of the village; aoo 
we soon learned from him that the A.dventure had been there se~eral 

days, and that a party of the officers had I"-'ell on shore. Two little 

ports, if such the), may he called, are here formed by reefs of rocks 

I~·jng off the village, and the nat.ives have dignified them with the 

titles of Mersa Gusser and Mersa Zoraig 

On the foBowing day we entered l"fesurata by a circuitous route 

shadd thickly with date-trees, and cncloset! between well-furnished 

gardens. 

'''"c had now reached the eastern boundary of the cultivated dib'
tricts, where tbey terminate on the margin of the Syrtis; and as this 

was the place where we were to change our camels, we pitched the 

Mersa is the Arab term (or a port or harbour. 
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tents in a garden near the town, and proceeded to make the ne~

sary arrangements. 

The town of Mcsurata is built with tolerable regularity; its streets 

cross each other at right angles, and near the centre stands the mar

ket-place, which, like.most others in this country, is half occupied by 

a pool of green and 'stinking water. The houses arc only one story 

high, and arc built with rough stones and mud; the roofs arc flat , 

and formed with slight rafters, covered with mats and a quantity of 

se'a-wecd, over which is laid a thick coat of mud, smoothed and beat 

down very carefully. They are fortunate who can mix a little lime 

with the mud which forms the outer part of their roof; fbr without 

thi~ addition it is wholly incapable of resisting the heavy rain~ which 

assail it. in winter, and a thick muddy stream never fails to find it!ol 
• 

way, through the numerous mazes of sea-weed and matting, to tht.' 

luckless inhabitants below: the white· washed. walls arc in conse

quence usually marked with long streaks of this penetrating fluid, 

and present a singularly-variegatdl appearance. The greater part 

of t.he town has been built upon a hard rocky int:rustation, about 

two feet in thickness; the soil beneath is soft and sand); and~ being 

easily removed, is excavated by the Arabs into storehouses for their 

corn amI dry provisions. Some of these have in the course of tinlt' 

fallen in~ and the streets are in such places not very passable. 

The extent of the district of Mesurata, according to the report of 

its Shekh, is f~om Selin to Sooleb, a place in the Syrtis, two days dis

tallt to the southward of the town; it consists of the villages of 

Gha.ra, Zouia, ZorooJ(, Gusser Hamed, Gezir. &c. and is said to 
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contain 14,000 inhabitants, including those of the town of Mesurata ; 

the population of the 6ve villages whieh we have just named amounts 

to about 1250 persons, supposing the estimate of the Shekh to be 

correct, from whom this statement is derived. The gardens, which 

extend from Zoum to Marabiit Rushaifa, p~oduce dates, olivl'!!, 

melons, ,pomegranates, pumpkins, carrots, onions, turnips, radishes, 

and a little tobacco and cotton; among these may be mentioned the 

palma christi, which we frequently observed in this neighbourhood. 

Many of the gardens arc raised from six to eight feet above the road, 

·and are enclosed by mud walls, or by fences of the prickly pear 

and wild aloe. The dates, which are of several kinds, arc in great 

abundance, and the olives yield a plentiful supply of oil: these, with 

uarley, which is also vfry abundant, are carried to various mark,cts 

for sale; for the home-consumption of the place consists ehietly ·of 

dates and durrah, and the greater part of the barley is exported. 

The principal manufactures of ~Iesurata are carpets, the colours 

of which are very brillinnt, straw mats, sacks of goats' hair, and 

earthen jars. The market is in general well supplied with meat, 

vegetables, t?e fruits of the country, oi~ manteca, and salt; the latter 

is procured from some very extensive marshes a few miles to the 

southward of the town -. 

Mesul"ata (or" Mesarata," as some authors write it) has been 

described by Leo Africanus as .. a province on the coast of the Medi

terranean, distant about an hundred miles from Tripoly." He states 

Some account of the government and resources, as well al of the trade, of Meeurata. 
may be collected from the work of Signor Della Cella. pp.55, 6,7. 
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it to have contained many "castles and villages, some on heights, 

and others in the plain;" and adds that the inhabitants were exces

sively rich, on account of their having no tribute to pay, and the 

attention which they bestowed upon commerce. They were in th., 

habit (he continues). of receiving foreign wares, which were brought 

to them by the Venetian galleys, and of carrying them to N umidia. 

where they were bartered in exchange for slaves, civet, amI musk 

from Ethiopia; these they carried into Turkey, and made a profit 

bOth in going and returning. 

In the lifetime of the late Bashaw. Mesurata was in a very dis

turbed state. The inhabitants had reilised to receive Sidy Y usel; 

aOO it was only by the assistance of Shckh Haliffe that they were at 

le!,gth reduced to obedience'. The place is not now so lIourishing 

as it is stated to have been in the time of I .. eo, and 'its commerce 

appears to be trilling. 

Soon after our arrival, the Shekh of Mesurata, Beldl.zi, came to 

pay us his visit of ceremony. H e w, .. accompanied by Shekh Mu

hommed el Dubbah, and attended by a train of mounted Arabs, 

tolerably well armed with long guns and pistols. The splendid . . 
attire of Shekh Belcazi, displayed to advantage by a large and hand-

some person, threw far into the shade the less imposing costume and 

figure of his companion. It. consisted of three cloth waistcoats. 

richly embroidered with gold, and a pair of most capacious crimson 

silk trowsen;, bOund tight round hi. waist, which was none of th" 

See Tully's Memoirs. paaaim. 
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slenderest, by many an ell of handsome shawl. Over this, notwith

standing the Ijeat of the day, he had thrown, in ample folds, a large 

white barracan, and above this a heavy red cloth bunuwH, the 

hood of which was pulled over eight or ten yards of muslin rolled 

round his head as a turban. The eyelids of ~he Shekh had been 

carefully painted with the Rahle powder usually employed fOJ· that 

purpo~e, and which is considcI'L--d, even by men, in the regency of 

Tripoly, to be absolutely requisite on occasions of ceremony. The 

tips of his f..'lt and gentlemanly-looking fingers were at the same tim'e 

stained with hennah; and, as the dye had been recently and {"().. 

piously applied, would decidedly have made those of Aurora look 

pale. 

While the Shekh hall been thus minutely attentive to his o~n 

person, that of his horse had been by no means neglected ; for his 

bridle was of crimson silk embroidered with gold, and hi!' :;('arlct 

saddle-cloth displayc'" a oroad edging of gold lae,,: the saddle itself 

was of rich crimson velvet, amI the high back and pummel, which 

a"peare'" through the saddle-cloth, were also thickly embroidered 

"ith gold. ~ broad band of gold 1",-" was stretched aeros., hi. chest, 

and a large and thick tassel of crimson silk and gold (which might 

have served a Grand Cross of' the Bath), together with a numerous 

<:OHectloll of charms, were suspended from the neck of the animal. 

The large gilt Mameluke stirrup", kept in constant motion by the 

rider, flashed gaily in the beams of the sun, which were glanced off in 

many a brilliant sparkle from this glittering assemblage of precious 

metal. If l'hcebus himself had appeared in all his splendour, 
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mounted on one of his gayest chariot-horses, he could scarcely have 

been. more an object of admiration and wonder in the eyes of the hum

ble and unassuming crowd of Arahs which had assembled to vdtne:o::-; 

the show, than Shekh llelcazi and his charger were on this occasion. 

We dare not gues~ how the lady of our,. honest friend the Dub'mh 

would have supported this splendid exhibition. in which her husband 

was so completely eclipsed; but we thought that the eyes of Shekh Ma

hommed himself did occasionally wandel' to the shining masses by his 

.side, with something like an (!xpression (1f jealousy. If it were so, 

however, the glance only found its way through the corners Hf the 

Dubb.h's orhs of vision; for his hcad kept its post with becon:ing so

lemnity, amI was never once turned towards those objects of his envy. 

to .which <J1I other eyes were so fully directed. It must at the same 

tiine be allowed, that the toilet of Shekh Mahommed had been much 

more attended to than usual. He had made a temporary adjourn

ment from his usual only garment to a white cotton shirt of very 

decent exterior, over which he had carefully arranged a clean.looking 

white barracan; and he had drawn from the Innermost recesses of 

his saddle-bags a new white burnoos of no ordinary te~ture, which 

he persuaded himself to substitute for the old and coarse brown one he 

.had hitherto worn on the road -. His saddle-case was now observed to 

he of crimson morocco, a circumstance with which we were not before 

A COIlrte brown barraca.n ie ori most oo(l8.(lions t,he only habit of a Bedouin Arab; 
but !lIS the rainy ,;cason \Vas approaching, Shekh Mahommed had allowed himself the 
a.dditional covering of the old Lurnoos we have mentioned. Shirb! arc seldom worn but 
on gay occaaiona. 
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acquainted; for it had hitherto, on th" journey, been turned inside 

out, or more properly speaking~ with the outer side in, to prevent it 
from being soiled, and from fading in the sun. His saddle-cloth also, 

which had hitherto consisted of a dirty piece of' white Hannel, was 

now of hright scarlet cloth ; and, besides the e~broidered covers to 

his silver-embossed pistols, he had carefully suspended from different 

parts of his body a great variety of little bags, of different colours and 

sizes: these were the repositories of his powder and ball, and carried 
tinder, flints and steel, money, nails, and tobacco, with sundt) other 

little matters too numerous to mention. ny his side also hung a 

neat little smaat, or goat skin, with the long black hairs left to orna

ment and protect the outside; and which, properly speaking, was 

meant to hold water, Amt which likewise served indifferently for 

hoMing milk; oil, or butter, or any other substance which it might be 

necessary to carry in it. "r e should state that, under aU this variety 

of ornament, Shekh lIlahommed el D(,bbah sat with dignity upon his 

mare, a recently-aC<luired present from the Bashaw, whose spirit had 

bt:cn prudently roused on this occasion by the stimulus of an extra 

fe",," of corn.. The display of Arab horsemanship which concluded 

the procession. received additional eclat from this precaution; and 

the D6hb.th's mare, after manreuvring her head to admiration, first 

on one side and then on the other, and prancing, and pacing. and 

rearing. to the delight of the assembled spectators, no sooner relt the 

angle of the spur assail her sides, than · she sprang forward with a. 

hound in advance of the party, and being suddenly pulled up with a 

powerful bit, was thrown back upon her haunches within a foot of 
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our tent-cords. The old Dubbah looked round to enjoy the applause 

which he felt he had deserved, for his horsemanship and his mare, 

from the crowd who had witnessed th~ exhibition; and the two 

Shekhs alighted and entered the tent, each apparently well pleased 

with himself. 

Within they fou~d everything arranged for their reception: the 

dusty ground had been previously adorned ·with a mat, over which 

had been spread some small carpets; and we had taken care to have 

coffee and sherbet in readiness, which were served up as soon as they 

were seated. Shekh Deldtzi was introduCL-U to our acquajntancc by 

the Dubbah, who took care at the same time to inform us of his rank 

a~d importance; accompanying his harangue with a profusion of 

fulsome Arab compliments, which were received by BcldlZi as a 
• 

matter of course, alld appreciated by us as they deser.ed. As soon 

as the usual salutations were over, and the coffee and lemonade had. 

been disposed of (though not before BelcilZi had satisfied his curio

sity with regard to the several US'" of every object in the tent), we 

began to make arrangements for the number of camels which would 

be necessary for our journey across the Syrtis. The Shekh of Mesu

rata undertook to provide them, and freely offered his assistanct !n 

any other way in which it might be serviceable to our party. 

The camels could not be procured on the moment, but it was 

settled that Belc1l.!; should let us know the next morning how soon 

he would be able to collect them. The D6bbah, in his turn, now 

began to expatiate upon the attention which he would shew us when 

we reached the district of Syrl, over which he presided as Shekh ; 
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unu to enumerate the various excellences of the fat sheep and lambs, 

of the milk, and the butter, and the water W~ should find there; 

assuring us that he would consider it his greatest pleasure, as well 

as duty, to take care that we were well supplied with aU these 

\'aluable commodities. He then began to state the great advantage 

(If his protection, and how impossible it would have been fOT us to 

I:ross the Syrtis without him. As we suspected that the report 

which had been mentioned to us by the Consul was invented by our 

worthy friend the ])6bOOh, we took this opportunity of relating it to 

the Shekh of Mesurata, and of asking his opinion with regard to hs 

probability. neleitzi shook his head, and very confidently assured us 

that he did not l>elieve there was any foundation for it whatever: it 

was true, he confessed, ,that a few years ago such all interruption 

might easily 'have occurred; but since the Arah triuelS had been 

reduced hy the Bashaw, the (~ommunication between lVfesurata and 

Bcngazi might bt-! considered as tolerably certain. 

Sh{'kh Mahommed, lwwcver ( whose large and round eyes had been 

during this discourse very attentively fixed upon those of the Shekh 

of Mesurat..1-), · still insisted upon the existence of this horde of shan

diit .. ; and ci'en asserted that he was himself well acquainted with 

all their favourite haunts and retreats. Some of his party, he added, 

had tracked their horses' ieet from the well which they had recently 

yisitcu, and had informed him that their troop was very numerow;. 

nut he knew, he eo~tinued, aU the weU. which they frequented, and 

The term appl ied by the Arabs in the regency of Tripoly to marauden of everv 
ce8Criptioll, and which i, evidently corrupted from the Italian. 
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would himself ride before, to recollIloitre the ground when we 

arrived in thc neighbuurhood of thm;c plaet ~s . He then assumed an 

air of amazing importanee, amI putting one hand upon the head of it 

"isto) at hiF Niue, imd stfokin,g with the other his grey bushy beard, 

bade us not he alannt'd at any dangf'f which might threaten us 

while we werc under ttl(' protection of the IHthhah! '''TC wen' now 

quite cOllvim:t'd that onr va]j,lIlt old fi'jellli had himself been the 

author of the report. in order, as we j hen thought. to cnhan('c til(' 

value of his protcr,tion; ami we afterwards discovered the rea~;011 

why he wished to have an CXTuse for riding 011 o('casiollally in advance 

of the party. It. wa:-;, however, not our wish to hurt the old Shckh'!, 

leeJillgs by a (tisdoSlUT' of these suspidC)n~, amI it was c:ertainly not 

our policy to do so: we thcrd(]fC acquiesced ill his remarks upon 
• 

hi ;' own import.ance, ami assured him that it was really oilr firm helief 

that no .'ibandlit would he oaring enoup;h to enter into his pre8en('e. 

After some little fhrther conv(:rsation with the Shckhs, from whom 

we obtained all the information we ('mlltl. we reminded lJelc!lzi of 

his promise to colle(·t the camels. which we toid him we wished to 

have as speedily a.s possib]t~, and he soon after rose to t.ake his 
• 

leave. and retired with the formidable Dubbah. On the following 

.morning he sent his son to say that we should have the camels in 

three or four di1ys, and we took the opportunity of making the youth 

'orne few . presents. with which he was highly delightLoU. In th .. 

,evening we r;eturned BcJd\zi's visit, and were received with a good 

deal of that easy politeness, which the better classes of Turks und 

Arabs know so well (when they choose it) how to practise IV e 
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here pCf('-eived that the filshions of Tripoly had travcUed eastward 

JOT green tea was served up \\0; th the sherbet j n~tcad of coffee, very 

~wect , and very highly perfumed. On taking our leave, we were 

again a:-:suroo by the Shekh that he would send us the camels 

n~ry shortly: but although we had every reasol! to be satisfied with 

Relcazi, so far as professions and civilities extended. we had already 

seen enough of the l\Iahomcta,n character to know that his promise~ 

should not be depended upon. 

\Ve had scarcel'y been a day at l\lcsurata before the report of our 

having a tibeeb (or doctor) in our party soon brought us a multitude 

of visiters ; and the demand for medicine became so extensive, that 

the contents of twenty medicine-chests, such as that which we had 

witlt us, would not havII satisfied one-half of the applicants. Dy .tin 

the greater Ilumber of those who presented thclIllscives had nothing 

whatever the matter with them; but. there were still many ca.'ies of 

I'cal distress which requirf.>cl and obtained assistance. The lUo~t pre .... 

valellt discases were those of the eye, and there were many very 

alilTming cases of dysentery; !mt 1\fr. Campbell's attention and 

medicnl skiU soon began to produce very favourable symptoms, and 

as much of the IDL-dicine as could possibly be spared was adminis

tered til and distributed amongst those who required it. A. is 

usual, hO .. ·.'f~ver, in barbarous countries, there were many simple beings 

whom it was impossible to convince that the powers of medicine are 

limited, and they were so fully persuaded of Mr. Campbell's omni

potence, that he soon found it useleB8 to deny it. To meet this 

emergency he fOWld it better to make up some little harmless ingre-



TRJPOLY TO BENGAZI. yy 

dients for their usc, and to tell them that the rest was in the handts 

(If the prophet. who had alone (ullder Allah) the power to cure 

them <!ompletely. ,,,,jth this declaration, and the mt-'<.licine toge

ther, without which they would by no means have been satisfied: 

the petitioners used ~o retire well pleased with their physician: and 

convinced that the draught or the powders which they had reeeived 

would infallibly remove their infinnity, however incurable it might he. 

A young woman, in the mean time, \\'ho resided near the t(mts. 

wa~ attackt.,'>{[, aiter eating a quantity of bazpcn., with a violent 

headache and pain in the stomach; amI a celebrated Marnltllt. who 

had lately arrived at lV[csurat~ was called in to adminiRter 111~ assist

an~c. The hoI), man did not l'f'filse to ('Olllply with the snmmons ; 

and wh{~n he made his appearance at the door of her tellt, l\fr . 
• 

Campbell, a.nd such of our party who \\-'crc near, were led hy curio

sity to the same place; and taking up, unperceived, an advantageous 

position, were able to understand, with the assistance of the inter

preter, the whole .ofthc con,'crs..1.tion which ensuL>d. 

The Shereef (for he claimed, or possessed, the distinction) was no 

sooncr made acquainted with the case than he assumed a mo~t mys-. . 
terious air; and began by declaring to his suffering patient that she 

was possessed by an underground spirit. He then proceeded to 

. Ba7~1l :tht" compositivl"! lind manufacture of whidl is well described by Cap/ail, 
L)'~n, p.49) is, the common food of the lower cllllJ9es of Ambs in till' n'gcllcy of 
Tnpol)', and appears to 1!8V(~ bel'n" \'l~ry ancient one; for we lind it mClltiolll~d 11\" U'II 
Africanu8 as being in \lIie among the same people, in his account of Tripol~· .-C," jJal"h". 
pagp 12 .' 
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state, as the cause of this inisfortune, tlml uefore doing something 

(which our party c...'Oulcl nut distim:tly make out.) she had omitted to 

'"'Y llismillah! (in the name of God) a forlll aiw.ys USetl by grod and 

pious lVlahomet.'\Jls to draw down a b}c~sing- upon whatever tht·y are 

about to do. This omission (he declarcu. ) had ~CCIl the cause of her 

dropping ~ome water upon the head of the spirit'l') dlild, who WIlS pass~ 

iug beneath Iwr (under ground) at the time; and the justly-enraged 

gnome had in conscqucJl(,c leaped into ltCI', and \\'a~ HOW in the act 

of tonuentillg her for the crime. ()ur party of )i lS tcncrs eould hardly 

contain themselves at this lIlost ingenious dis<:ovc.:ry of the Shereei'; 

but all the Arabs within the tent IJclic"ed it most fully, and the poor 

girl herself began to (:I'y hitt.erly and to he n-ail her hard fate and 

most. unlucky omissioJl~ The l\larahut~ howevel', now vadc hcl' take . 
comfort. and 'asSUrl'tl her that the case, though undoubtcillya serious 

one, was not. altoget.her without a remedy. He aceorwllgly CilU~ 

up a severe and commandiul!; look. and, in a tone of authority, 

ordered the spirit to leave her. A~ the pain still continut..'<l without 

intermission, it was evident that t.his personage was not inclined to 

oUey j and the holy man then pronoullcct! him a IHwst obstinate 

spirit, and told him tllat. he knew of his having entered the womnn 

long before she had sent for hi, assistance: he added, however, that 

he was dctp.rminoo to conquer him, and would not quit hi!:! patient. 

till morning. At the same time he ack.nowledged that the ta.k 

wuuld be difficult, for he could clearly perceive tha~ the woman 

was wicked: he knew it (he said) by the breadth of her shoulders, 

and the uncommon Mackness of hcr large rolling eyes, which were 
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even larger and blacker than tho~c Ill' one of hi!; 0\\'11 wivc:-;, whom he 

knew to be a very sinful wuman. In the morning it happened that 

the poor girl was better, and the fame of' the Mar{thiJt was widely 

diff'usetl; but whether her recovery was owing to the hoJy man's 

exertions, or to a ~()pj()US draught of medicine administered by 

lVIr. Campbell, we will leave to the (Iecisioll of OUl' readers. 

])uring our stay at Mesurata, where we werl' uctaincd several days. 

in (;onsequence of the non-appearance of the Shckh's promised 

camels, we took the opportunity afforded Jly the delay, of visiting the 

plaees of most interest ill .. he IIcighbourhood. 

Rushaifa Bay had hcclI stated by Captain I..nutieT to afford good 

an~h~ragc ifJT shipping, amI seemed in consequclwc to call for :o;om(" 

examination: but we mURi cOlltCH~ that it did not appear, UpOIl ill-. . 

sJ1ection, to deserve the charndcr whieh that officer hriv~s it. Of the 

protection which may be affhrded hy breakers we camlOt venture to 

speak, l\1esurata not boasting so much as <I single uoat, but it is cer

tain that the l~Hd does not give the shelter required, as will be se(;~11 

by a reference to the chart. 011 the point of the hay, where is the 

best landing-place, there has formerly been a fort~ which is now en

tirely destroyed. 

As we had arrived on 'the confines of the Gulf of the greater 

Syrtis, the position of the promontory, which had been stated hy tht:· 

ancients to form its western extremity, was a most important ohject 

of inquiry. .Between the town of Mesurata and the sea then' is i. 

high ronge of sand·hills, rising far above the heads of the tallest 

date-trees about them: and Ueyond these is a promontory of soft 
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sand-stone which may be (at a rongh f~stimation) about an hun. 

dred feet above the level of the sea. This high land is divided 

int.o three distinct heads~ 01' capes, and is d.escribed by Captain 

I.autir r as having the appearance (from the sea) (If thrcet hills 

tTl the form of as many islands. The low ground at the back 

and to the south-cast of these capes is thickly covert..'(l with date

tree:'>, but their summits are now hare of wood and destitute of 

any vegetation: the sand-:-;tonc in filet is lilst (,fumhling awaYI and 

the height of' the promontory i:s every day diminishing. The 

appearance of this triple cape coincideu so well, in onr c~timation, with 

the description given hy Strnbo of the Ccphaias Promontoriurn~, that 

we have not hesitated to pronounce it the same wi th that headland. 

It docs not howevcr form.,the precise point. or western extremity. of 
• 

the gulf, whi~h is in fact a low rocky projection. scnrcely above the 

leyel of the sea, about four milcs distant from the cape : hnt this point 

is too low to be remarked fi'om the sea, and Straho, when he Ob8(:rved 

the c<tpe from his vessel, may well be eXf'lJ spd for having ()ver~ 

looked it. 

The Tej~~<&1.~ r;'Jt,?I)~. or Tri,crorum Promontorium of j)tolemy IS no 

Or Dl·lla Cella has eonfoulldcd tilt· ~aHd·l l ills with 1111" promontory, the jatter of . 

wh ich he as!il· .. l ~ is c(jlOp~ed elltire ly of sand; tnt'yare however as cli tttillct frum ·:ach 

other as saIIO·"I<JlIt· may !IC ~aid to be from sand. T he >Io:uHI·hill" are, bcsjdes. at ~ome 

distance frum the !'it:<I, a lid '.III: p romontory irnmL'fliately upon it. 
t II Ca po Mc~urala, <I tre circa Icghc cli clistanza. "i m(Jlltra 80ttO \' apparenta di tre 

mantic!.:lIi l.I f(lg-gia di trl' i~ol(Jtti.-See ulUticr '" Memoir , attacht.'tI to the Viaggiu da . 
Trip()li, ..re.; by D(·!Jll Cf·lla. 

: CIT' :%1I ~a' v¥,k,., n, v;..w~"'j. "" ( X"7l"r'l;f ~i'Y'.I:i:." ! V/;'1".'h 11,:) ... 11, ~E Kft:%~/:u· Lib. J7, § JtI. 
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doubt the same with the Cephalas of Strabo; and being laid down a 

little without the gulf corresponds morc e:x..1.ctly with the actual na

ture of the ground. Strabo certainly describes his promontory <1 .... 

forming the beginnillg or '\"estern extremity of the Syrtis; but the 

circumstance above I~t:nt.ioned of his having seen it only from the sea, 

may be easily imagined to have occasioned this little ina{!Curacy, if 

such it may indeed be termed. 

,V c arc at it loss to imagine what the promontory can be which 

Signor nella Cella has identifi"d with that of Ptolemy (ami which 

"he states to have heen two !t,OU,TS distant. fl'om :\IeslIl'ata) unless tht' 

Ct.~phalas itself be intcmlcu, or, in other words, the cape which we hav(~ 

sllpposed to he the Cepholas *. I·'or, with the cxecption of this! there 

is no othf~r high land which will in flUY respect allswer to the tripl(' 
• 

cape of Ptolemy ; and this is not llIorc than half an hour's ride from 

the town, and is not ill the route whi(:h the army must have taken 

in marching from Mcsurata towards the Syrtis, as will be ~ecn hy (I 

reference to the Chart. At the sallle time, we can nl'ither persuade 

ourselves that Strabo would have instancL..J an accidental range of 

sand-hills as a promontory; 1101' that the word 1.'"J-1j',1j, applied by thi~ 

geographer to the Ccphalas, can be supposed to mea;) distfJ,nt. Of 

deep, instead of high: as Signor Della Cella has imagined j notwith

standing the passage cited from Homer, which the Doctor reads in 

favour of his argumcllt t. 

Dupo due I.tre di cammino giunge~mo IlU' estremita del Promontorio dlC sporgt· 
ill tre punte divis.>: da seni di lOare: ond' t~ che ilnome di capo Tricro con cui ;., chia
~to da Tolommeo ne eeprime In forllla._ ViagJi!;io da Tripoli, ~-c_, p, 60. 

t The obeervati::.nR connected with the transposition of the comma recommended by 
Signol; DeMa Cella, are at. the same time. we must confess, roll.her !'inguJar: for it does 
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When we consider thnt the cape whi"h limns the Cephnlas Pro

monf9rium is, at least, al-i we have stated, an hundreu feet high; and 

that, from the soft quality of the stone, which is contintllllly crum

bling away, it may have been in Strabo's time considerably higher, we 

may fairly conclude that the term :nJ..7iA"I (or ltig!") is not quite so in· 

applicable to it as Signor Della Cella has asserted. 

not c1~arly appCllr how the rClnm'a l of a COIlUlla (wm a placE" which it. never occupied, 
and t.he in!ICrlion of it in l\ place Whf'fC it 31w<ly~ CZiSh·d . call !>t. ~aid to amend a deft'Ct

ive piUilIagc. A comma iii placed aftl't l-).,,",~". ill all lhe cnpit"ll of Strabo with which 

Wtl arc acquainted, but lIone ;,,(tt'r "liP altl,ouJ!h \llI' fl' might Ix· without impropriety; 

311d it seems mOfl' cOllsisltml with the Doctur'" translation 10 sUPIJOSt' that he mcuut 

t'xactly the cOlllra ry of what 11(' ha!S recolllllJendlod: that i~ to J>aY . that hill real intention 

\VKg to removl' Ihe camilla frulJl I').W~'Y. ~ . and place it. afte.1" aKo?'~' W(' migh.1. I.hell rend. 

hI gi vmg to :t-h}." tht' Sl'll5e ",hicll Signor Della C(·lla requirell for it,- " Then cO"Epes 

tll(o promontory. which fOfnu; tM'!: distant RTlfI woody extremity of the Great.er Syrti •• :'

instead of- " T hl'n (comes) ttl(' high alld woody promolltory . wbich is the beginning ·of 
Ihc Greater Syrti~ .'· Wt' mu~f. howc\'<,r. (·o nff·l>.~ that w(! do) 1101 sec allY difference in 

the aen'5e of the pa611af(e ill qUeli tion, whether a comma bt~ pl:u':fod afh'f aK~4 or not, pro

\'ideJ t hat aftel" l').lo/';"'. ~ be allow\>fl to h'ep its )1Iacc: bill by t11E' change wl.ieh we • 
pl"o)p~e, the DoC101"'8 P'.I.lIcluation will at <a ny rate COrrL'flpOIICI with Ids l"crs;olJ. which, 
as it stands, it doe~ not. 

Wc give the obliervatioDM and the pas:;a~e logctllH ill Signor DelJa. Cella', own 
wor(lJ!.-" Con lIlIel'ta lIVV~rtcliza io creder'~ i duvcrsi int endere un p.'\8tl0 di Strabon<

molto diversame~\t~ dal penllO chI:' gli t· dato da tutti i trnduttori; parJando del Capo 

Ceflllo, lIuebto e;l'(~ra{o COlil 8i eJiprime-m" I1tllpZ """'),,'1 JI.~' vN.l~'1r, ~~ (~" of 

CO Ul"1iE! is inh~llded} T'r.$ ~1'Y 2; A'r,r IVFHoI5-che tutti traducono-indi (viene) it promon
torio a lto c se1\'olO, clle c il prillci pio della grail Sir te. 

l.."es.ltezza d, 4uellto illll!ltrc geografo puoesller 1181v~ta togliendo la virgola dopo cut>« 

'e t rtl1l.lportundb['l dopa V""'~'I , ~ tradu'c~ndo--quind i viene il promontorio, eLe forma 
I' illta e !CivOSl t!6tn 'mitu. della grail Sir te--dovendO!i riplltare quell' a!to nOll all ' alteun. 
~~I~, che non quadra cuI vero, rna alia dilirr.nza che divide l'etltr:emitit della gran 
:Slrte d.l tluo. fondo. 1.11 lluell10 ~tell8O tenso la voce ~A7I trovasi 8peti10 adoperata da 
Omero per dmotarc gll ~f01ldi dri mare 7lelle tt!1Tf! • 

• • • • • • • A>S OTt )(Vf.14 .zKT"O'i 

Ef' v-4:f!>.f'i 0,.., KUf'irtJ NoT'O~ f>.b~. &c.-{V. rlR Tri poli. p.,54.. 



TRIPOLY TO BENGAZI. 10.; 

It is true that compared with high capcs this elevation may appear to 

be triiling; but it seems '1uite sufficient when contrasted with the land 

aholl! it, and particul1rly with thc low and level surface of the Syrtis. 

The highest parts of the Cape, as we have mentioned above, are not 

at the pregent time ~oOllcd, whatever they may have been formerly; 

but the land at its base, to the south and south-east, is thickly 

(~overed with date-trees and olives: and, without allowing so much 

tor the changes which time might be supposed to have produced, as 

would be readily granted to us by the most tenacious of naturalists, 

we may venture to assert tlmt this cape, under its present appearance, 

answ~rs sufficiently well to the description of Strabo, to authoriz~ its 

being identified with the Cephalas. 

The ohservations, however, which Signor Della Cella .has made on 

the map of Northern A friea by Arrowsmith, respecting the extension 

of the Charian chain towards the Greater Syrtis, and the omission 

of the low range which actually branches off' from those mountains, 

are certainly very correct'll<. ,For a minor branch of the Gharian 

detaches itself from the chain, and runs down tv the sea in the 

neighbourhood of Lebida; and another part of thc SaIpe rallge ex

tends itself from J_ebida towards the Syrtis Major, gradually de

clining as it approaches that place, both of which arc omitted in the 

Sopra questa osM'rvll'li0ne converra correggere la bellil\'lima carta di Arrow-Smith, 
ave 111 8Chif'l'a de' monti del Goriano son disposti in maniera dc- far credere che tra iJ 
ClipO MeauJ'ata. o"e in qllella C(U'ta. 8i pretendono C la piccola Sirte, vi sia un ' arnpia e 
non interrotta piaRllra, Ora, non rolo da questi monti Ii IIt1\cca un ramo che la inter· 
ro~pe, e viene a cadere SCOilceso lIul mare a Lebda; rna di piu, il loro prolungamento 
lino al Capo Melurata e falso.-(p. 53.4,) 



I ()jj JOURNEY FROM 

map to which the Doctor has alluded The eastern extremity of thl' 

Gharian chain appears also to be carried too ll~ar to the Greater 

Syrtis, from no part of which (so far as our experience went) could 

any portion of this chain be perceived. 

'Ve were unable to discover any remain!ol of a.ntiquity at Mesurata ; 

but its remarkable' position between the fertile regions of the Ciny

phus, and the barren dreary wastes of the Greater Syrtis, cannot fhil 

to make it an object of morc than common interest to thotol.c who 

witness the singular contrast. 

l'rom the high range of &1nd-hills, which we 'lave mentioned above, 

between the town and the sea, an excellent idea may be formed of 

this striking peculiarity of <situation:; und we often toiled up t~eir 

steep and yielding sideS'to enjoy the singularity of the prospect .. . . 
At the foot of these masses. to the southward, and to the west-

ward, are the varied and cultivated lands of i\fesurata t: there an, 

seen endless groves of palm-trees and olivCl-', among which aTC scat

tered numerous villages and gardens, rich tracts of corn land, ttock~ 

of bhecp and goats, and everywhere a moving and busy population. 

In ilill /j lmtiull of t1,c.~e remarks, we need ollly refer our rcaders to the chart of t llc 
Exp,.'fiiloi')1l prchxcd, which we' may add ha5 been carefully made; but we mUlltobser\"u. 
in justice IG I h(~ compilerll of ttlOsc .c.l(celJent maps which are publillhed hI the nawe ,Ji' 
Mr. Arrowsmith, til:..l. no hlame can be reasonably attached to them, either for the 
extcllliioll or the m .. is~ioll alludl.'<l to. They could' only avail them&elveH of the bel!t 
authoritie!l hitherto e.xistiJig. and ought lIot to be made responsible E?r more than tliCljt! 
actually c.ontain . . 

t TIle rocky Jand which we 'lave mentioned , and tile sea, form the bou ndaries oft}.t.· 
~:.lnd·hillfi to the northward. 
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To the eastward-, a tenantless and desola.te waste~ without a single 

object rising from its surface, lies stretched in one long, unbroken, 

line, as far as the eye can range. Not a single tree or shrub is on 

that side to be se~n; not a single house or tent, not a.single human 

hcing, or animal of' a,BY description. 

In fact the eHL'Ct of the Greater Syrtis, from this place, is that 

of a dreary mOOl'-a wide tract of level, waHte land-without any

thing to distinguish one part of it from another but. the windings 

of it marsh, which thread::;: its dark surlhee, and is lost in diffc:.-ent 

pans of the unbroken horizon t.· 
Two days before our dcpartuff! from I\.lesurata, a strong sci rocco 

wind set in, and brought such myriads of \O(~usts, that the air was lite

l'aO' darlwned by them. The inhabitants in consequence remained 

out an night, keeping up a continued shouting and firing of mu~

kets and pistol!o\, to prevent them from settling on the gardens and 

cultivated lanus. They who were not ellgaged in this occupation, 

employed themselves in collecting the locusts which hall tx-",n beaten 

down, and carrying them off' in baskets a~ artic1f's of prov~sion: so 

great. wa~ the quantity collected on thls occasion, tha!, \",·c observed 

many as~s, heavily laden with these insects, driven into the tOWI' 

The soutb-eastward would be more C01'rect, for t.he coast there begins to trtmd t{l 

the tiOuthward. 
t A more comfortlel8 ~ne ca{1 scarcely be imagined than is prellented by the open· 

ing of this celebrntoo region. 10 little known at any period of history. Th~· opillioll 

which the ancients appear to havC' formed of it may be inferred from the descriptioll of 
Lucan, in his account of Cato'j\ ml\rcia acr068 it (Pharsalia, book 9.); but it will be 
seell, 89 we advance into the re!Z;ions of the Syrtis, t.hat this dea;cription is more pol'tical 
than ;Ult. 



108 JOURNEY FROM 

alld the neighbouring villages. The destruction occasioned by a 

large swarm of locusts can scarcely he imagined by thol'le lvho 

have 1I0t witnessed it; and the account which we subjoin of them, 

extracted from Shaw, may not perhaps be unacceptable to our 

reade~ 

ThOBe which I saw, ann. 1724 and 1725, wen~ much Liggl.r thlln Ollr commOn 
gruehoppers, and had brown."pottf'd wing~, witll legs and uod ies of it bright yellow. 
Their first appearance wa~ towards the lutter end of Mal"clt. the wind having been for 
!:lOme time from the south. In tt.e middle of April tl,cir uumber.'! we,..! AO vastly 
increa&ed, that in the heat of the day :.hey furml.'<l thcmselvc~ juto large and HumerOUIi 

Swarml:l, ftew ill the air like a sUCcl"sl!ion of cl~udll, and, all the prophet Joel cxprC'Ssl'll it, 
(iL 10.) they darlrenf:'d the SU II. When the wind blew briskly, so that these swarms 
wefe cfowded by other!>, or th.o ..... n olle upon another, WI! had a lively icll!a of that 
comparilKln of the Psalmist (Psalm cix. 2:3), of being tosscd up and down as lh~ loCust. 
In the month of Ma;·, when tll« ovarics tlf those insectli wefe ripe and turgid, eac~ of 
these .warms began gradually to disappear, and retired into the Mt-tt.ijiah. and otlier 
adjacent plains, where they ell/posited their egg~. These were no 1I0oncr hatched, in 
June, than each of the brood!! collected il..!lelf into a compact body, of a furlong or mort' 

in t;quarc; and marching afterward~ flirectly forward towards'the sea, they let nothiug 
~cape them, eating up «v,-rything that was ~reen and juicy; not 01,1), the It..'3!1er kind. 
of vegetables, bllt the ville likewise, the fig-tree, the pomcgnUlutc, tlte palm, and the 

IIpple_tree--el't'"Jl all the Ircl'$ of III(' field, (Joel i. 12,)-in doing wllich IhpY kept their 
r(mkslike mm n/uJar. climbing over, as they advanced, every tree or wall that was in 

their way; nar. 'they entered into our very houlles and bed-chamber", like so man!! 
tln"t'!,,,.)·_ The inhabitanb, If} stop their progrClls, made a variety of pit! alld trenches all 
over their fields alld gardens, which they fiJloo with waler; or elMl they heaped lip 
fherein h"at.h, lllubble, and such like combustible matter, which they severally set on
Jire upon the ap(Jroach of tlle locuslJi, But tbi!l was all to lIO purpose; for the trencht's 
were quickly fillcJ up. and the fireR extinguished by infinite swarms succeeding olle 
another; whilst Ure frOllt was regardJess of danger, llnd the rea.r prcsst>d on IJO c!o* 
that a retreat \V:lll altogeth~r iwposaible, A day or two aft.er ooe of th(.'I>e broods WIIK ' 

in motion, others wert- already 'ratched to march and glean after them, gnawing oft' t.he 
very bark and tht.' young brancJJC!I of .uch trees as had before ellt'apcd with the IQSs 

"Illy of their fruit and foliage. So justly have they been compared by the prophC't 
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After this interesting description, the Doctor proceeds to observe

The locust, I conjecture, was the rwilw'llte beast, or the pern£cious 

destructive animal, as the original words may be interpreted, which, 

with the sloard, the famine, and the pestilence, made the four ~ort~ 

judgments that werc. thrf~atcned against Jeru:-;alern, Ezek. xiv. 21. 

The Jews were allowed to cat thcm; and indeed wl",n sprinkled 

with salt, and fried, they are not unlike in taste to our fresh-water 

cray-fish. 

The Acridophagi 10 doubt, were fond of eating them ; Hl :-:0 

Joel (ii. 3.) to a great army; wllo further obsetwl:'. th:it Iltl! land is as tloc ganlt'/l uf 
Ede7t b"foTI.! them, and belti11drtltem a desolall: lI·ildenwss. 

lIaving lived near a mOllth ill this manner, likt! a /.4 U~, ~~-ro/.l.O¥ ~I~~~. or sICord I.citl, 

(en tJlOusa"d edges, to whicl. lILey have bt.ocII compan . .J, upon thl! ruin and dl!strUc1.iou . . 
ofe"ery vegetable sllbstance that caml' in their way, tlley arrived nt'tileil' full growth. 
and threw off their Ilympha-state, by casting tllt:ir outward skin. To prepare thclll
flf!lves for this change, they clung by their hinder feet. to sOllie bush, twig, or corn!;,l· of 
Ii stoue, and imm~diatcly. by using an undulating motion, their heads would first btt-'uk 

out, and then the n~t>t of their borlies. The whole tr-.l1Il'formatioo wall performed ill 

.even or eight minutes ; after which they lay for a small time in a torpid, a.nd St-'Pnl

ingly languishing, condition; but as soon as the sun and ! he air had hardeut.u their 
wings, by drying up the moisture that remained upon tll(~m, after ca:.ting: their sloughs. 
they re-assumed their former voracity, with anadditioll both of strengtoh and agility, Y ('t 
they continued not long in this state before they Wt're t:ntirely dispersed, as their part'lltl
were before, after they Ilad laid their eggM; and us til(> direct.ion of the mardH'~ and 
tile flights of them both was alwaYIi to the northward. and not having str(>ngth, a!! tht'~· 
have sometimes lu..d. to reud, tht" oppollitc shores of Italy, Prallce, or Spain, it iii pro
bable they perilhed in thf' sea; a grave which, according to these people, tilt'\' haw: ih 

common with other winged creatures." 

Diodorus h~s given a 'Very interesting description of the mode of catcJ,iug IOI:ru:h; 

p~acti8ed br ... the Acridophagi (or locust-eaters), as well 811 of the dreadful CUI!~f'(IIIt'IICt's 
ptodliCed bv Jtoo frequent usc of them as articles of food. 

P.idilll apud BtlCb. Hien)t. liar. ii. t'. UI. 
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much as they received their name from thencc."-He further adds

" The lUel~!~' which St. John ,the Baptist fed upon in the wilder

ness, were properly locusts; and provided they appeared in the holy 

land during the spring, as they did in 1larbary, it may be presumed 

that St .. John entered upon his mission, and. that the day of hi. 

x/teJl:ing himself unto Israel (Luke i. 20) was at that season *. 
l)liny has informed us that the locusts lay their eggs in autumn, 

whidl remain aU the winter in the thssnres of the earth, and come 

forth in the shape of locusts in the following spring; being, at first, 

without legs, and ohliged to cr<-~ep upon their wings. He tclls us 

that they invaribly choose tracts of level country in which to deposit 

their eggs, as being most fuB of crevices and fissurp-s, and hence, if it 

chance to be a rainy season, the eggs never come to .perfectio,n; 

hut, on the contrary, if the carly part of the year should be dry, va:-;t 

numbers of these insects may be expectcd in the summer cnsuing. 

Some writers (he adds) arc of opinion that locusts breed twice in the 

year, and that they perish as onen; the first supply dying in the heat 

of the summer, and the second immediately succeeding them. The 

mother.-; die a.~ soon as they have brought forth their young, by reason 

of a small worm which breeds about the throat, and ultimately chokes 

them. The same author informs us that it is said there arc locusts in 

India so much as tltree feet in length; and that the people of the 

The tim(' when we obt:lervt,,-d the swarm of locusts alluded to above, was in thl' 

latter end of Nnvcmber: thcir COllrse, a~ Dr. Shaw has rcmarkt.-d , wa:s. however, in.va

riably to ..... 'uus the ,;cu, ill which myriads of t hem were lost;' and we ha' e never 8eet'~ a 
si ng If' illt;tance, on otht'r occasions, where they did not take-that dirC(:tiol: . however fer 
they might have heel! inland, 
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country use their legs and thighs for "'ow., after they are properly dried I 

Pliny mentions, at the same time, their Hight across the sea, over 

which they are carrie,.) by the wind, and where they usually fall , and 

perish in heaps; although this is not always of necessity the case, as 

carly writers (he says) have remarked, because their wings arc wet 

with the dew; for they have been known to pass over ext.ensive 

tracts of sea, and will continue their flight for many days without 

rest. Locusts, he adds, are gifted with the power of forcsl!cing 

an approaching famine, and will take the precaution, on sud. all 

occasion, of transporting themselves into tlistant countries. lIe mCIl

tio~s 'also the noise which they make with their wings, and that 

they arc sometimes mistaken' for flight~ of' strange hirds: that tht'y 
~rken the sun in their flight. as if a heavy cloud had pa.,scd hclore 
r' . 

it, and spread terror and consternation wherever they make their 

appearance; eating up everything which comes in their way, and 

even gnawing the very uoors of the houses. Italy, on this writer's 

authority, was so much infested with locllsts from the opposite shores 

of Africa, that the people of Rome, alarmed at the idea of their 

producing a famine, had been often obliged to consult the books of 

the Sibyls, to discover hy what means they might avert the wrath 

of the gods which they considered to be falling upon them. H,' 

tells us that in the €yrenaica there existed a law, obliging the in

habitants, every third year, to wage a regular war with th" locusts: 

on such oceasions they were ordered to seek out their nests, to 

~stroy~e eggs and the young, and afterwards to proceed to 

~xtirpate..Jueh as had already come to maturity. 
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A heary punishment, at the same time, was infticted upon those 

who neglected this useful pr~ution, as though they had been 

guilty of an unpardonable crime against their sovereign and their 

eountry. In I~emnos. also, there was a measure established to 

regulate the quantity which each man should kill; and evety 

person was obliged to give in his account to the magistrate, and to 

produce ,his measure full of dead locusts·, 

It may easily be conceived, from these relations, what conster~ 

nation and dismay is excited among the inhabitants of a cultivated 

country by the appearance of a large swarm of locusts. The· 

mischief, however, occasioned at Mesurata by tb,ose which we have 

mentioned above, was not hy any means so great, we aTC happy to 

say, as might: have heen r ... onably expected: and the Arabs of tlje . 
place were soon as busily employed in eating their formidable 
invaders, as they had at first been in preserving their crops from 

experiencing a similar fate. 

On the 2nd December, after repeated promi.c. and disappoint,. , 

ment" our camels at length arrived; and having made suitable 

presents to Sljekh llelcazi and his son, we prepared to continue our 

journey. " 'c had few difficulties to encounter in our dealings 

with the people of l\fesurata; and we !'lust confess that we found , 

in their Shckh, notwithstanding his occasional evasions, more open

ness and honesty than arc usually met with in the inhabitants of 

Mahometan countries. 

Nat. Hillt. lib. xi. c.29. 




