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the streets at this moment; for even Giacomo Rossoni (the brother 

of the Consul), who was a great fa"orite with the Arabs, and who 

chanced to be out just before, very narrowly escaped with his life in 

making his way to take refuge in our house. ,,ye had every desire 

to act as conciliatory a part as possible, but finding our doors assailed 

in the manuer described, we armed ourselves, with the intention of 

defending the house to the last, should the Arabs proceed to extre

mities. At this difficult moment Shekh Mahommed and his bro

thers, accompanied by some of our other Arab frieuds, made their 

way through the mob and arrived just in time to prevent an imme

diate attack upon our quarters; and we afterwards learnt that one 

of the Shekh's brothers had been felle'l to the ground, for his remon· 

strances in our favour, before ~ could reach our door. A .parley 

was now begun with great vehemence on both sides; hut before any 

measures could be determined upon, an alarm was excited that the 

Greeks might be landing while this discussion was pending, and the 

whole party of rioters hurried down to the heach, leaving none but 

the women nnd children in the town. Muskets were now discharged 

in various directions, without any person knowing what they were 

firing at, and the whole strength of the place was drawn up on the 

beach in moment."y expectation of being attacked by the invaders. 

At length, after a Inpse of ""veral hours, they conceived that suffi. 

cient time had been given for the approach of the vesscls, if BengdZi 

had been really their object; and after inquiring of one another what 

grounds there had been for all the disturbance they had been mak. 

ing, without anyone being able to give a satisfactory answer, the 
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whole party retired very quietly to their houses, and nothing more 

was ever heard of the formidable inva.,ion which had excited such 

alarm and confusion. In the mean time Signor Giacomo, who had 

been some time in our house, became anxiou~ to relieve his family 

from the apprehensions which they "ould not but have entertained 

tor his safety; but hi, European dress being likely to attract atten

tion, and expose him to danger or insult, we offered our services to 

accompany him; aBd on reaching his house in safety, he learnt that 

the Consul had been obliged to shut himself up with his family, and 

that they had been in the greatest alarm tor him. Thus ended II 

panic which arose from the most trifiillg drculllstance, threw the 

whole town into serious confusion, amI threatened the lives of all the 

Chri~tian~ in the pla.ce, \'.,ithout having the i:ilightcst foundation. 

It was singular to observe, during the whole of this atihir, the tota) 

want of system and discipline which prevailed; each person hurrying 

he hardly knew where, because he saw ot.hers in mot.i9n, and leaving 

his home. with his family and property, at the mercy of anyone 

who might invade it. A handful of men might have taken the 

whole town, which was left for several hours without any defence, 

and carried of!' their plunder beyond the reach of pursuit before the 

inhabitants knew they had been there. This was the only molesta

tion we ever met with from the people of Bengozi; and, to do them 

justice, we must allow that it proceeded rather from their igno

rance and their fears, thau from any decided hostility or ill-will 

towards ourselves. On all other occasions we found them civil and 

oblil(inll:, and uaually inclined to be of service to us when they could. 
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'With regard to the manners and customs of the people of Bengalli. 

we saw nothing in which they differed materially from t.hose of 

Arabs in general; and it would merely be repeating what has been 

often ob5>crvcd by others, were we to give any detailed description 

of them. It is well known what reliance is placed by the Arab on 

the efficacy, we may say. the infallibility of charms and family nos

trums, and how much they arc averse to calling in medical aid till 

they have repeatedly tried their own remedies without success. We 

!SaW a lamentable instance of this adherence to popular prejudice 

and superstition, in the case of an interesting girl of llengazi, the 

daughter of one of the Arabs of the town. As Mr. Campbell was 

standing at the door of our house, in company with some others of 

our party, all old woman hurried ~\\'ards him, and eagerly seizing both 
his hands, conjured him to come and visit her daughter, who she said 

was very ill with a swelling in the throat. Mr. Campbell immedi

ately complied. with her request, and accompanied her, together with 

one or two of the other officers, to the house where the patient was 

lying. On entering they found the poor girl we have mentioned, ex

tendctl upon the floor. in a state of delirium, while her sister, on her 

knees hy her side, was endeavouring by means of a fan to keep away 

the myriads of flies from her face, with which the room as usual 

abounded. Her throat was soon found to be so much ulcerated and 

swelled, as almost to prevent respiration j and it seemed but too 

evident that the hand of death was already lying heavily upon her. 

She had been ill for nine d 'ys with a typhus fever. and the usual 

charms and remewe, had been employed by her parents, who only 
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came to Mr. Campbell for advice when all their own prescriptions 

had failed. The violence of the fever had now subsided, leaving the 

unhappy girl in a state of exhaustion, and a mortification appeared 

to have taken place. Every mcans were of course resorted to which 

our medicine-chest afforded, and every possible attention was paid 

to the comfort of the patient; but all our care was unavailing ; the 

disease was too far advanced to be subdued by medi<:.1 skill. and 

the poor girl shortly expired, a victim rather to ignorallce and super

stition, than to any filtal symptoms in the disease itscH~ had the pro

per remedies been applied in time, 

Through a simi1.1r infatuation, the !oIon of our worthy lanillonl, 

Shekh Mahommed, who was in other respects a vcry sChsible man, 

had nearly I"Hen a victim to the prejudices of his father. He had, 

unknown to us, been for many days dangerously ill of a fever; 

during which time his father kept him shut up ill a dark, close room, 

and almost smothered him with blanket$!. ,"Then .we heard of the 

circumstance, Mr. Campbell immediately offered his advice and assist

ance; but both were civilly declined, the good Shekh observing, at 

the same time, that if it were the will of God that his favourite SOli 

should die, no exertions of anyone could save him, and he himself 

had only to submit, without repining, to the visitation which heaven 

had been pleased to bring upon him. '''e, however, at last succeeded 

in prevailing upon him to accept of Mr. Campbell's mediation, and, 

in the course of a rew weeks, we are happy to state, the boy com

pletely recovered. Some other cnres which Mr. Campbell was 

enabled to make at length gained him a great reputation, and some 
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of the operations to which he had recourse at once delighted and 

astonished the Arabs. 

A man much emaciated, who had been long afflicted with the 

dropsy, wa.<.; persuaded to submit to the operation of tapping; and 

when his nUlUerous Arab friends, W}lD had assembled to witness the 

ceremony, saw the water streaming out from the abdomen, they 

were unable to restr'lin the 10m} expression of their surprise at. the 

8ight; and lifting up their hands and eyes to Heaven, called Allah 

t.o witness t.hat the II."/w(,h· was a most extraordinary man t! 
Dysentery amI liver complaints weTC very common in Bengazi, but 

we did not observe so many cases of ophthalmia as we had found at 

Tripoly and 1\fcsurata. Cutaneous diseases of the most virulent kind 

were very prevalent, as well among4\.he p(~ople of the town, as among 

the ]Jedouin tribes ill the neighbourhood; indeed, we found that 

these dhml'uers prevailed more or less in el'ery part of the northern 

(~oast (If A!riea wllic:h we visited. 'I 'he inhabitants of'the Cyrenaica 

suppo~ them to he dliefly occaslonL"<.t hy handling their cattle, hut it 

is probable that unwllolesome food and water, to which they may be 

occ<lsionally suJti<-'CtcJ, amI the little use which tlu'!y make of the 

latter for cxtcrnalJ>UIJ70scs, contribute more effectually to engender 

• 1i'!J/!('" i~ Ilu~ COllllflClU Arah tl'rlll for:l doctor, 
t Several quart~ of water .... cn· taken from this poor man, who, when he left our 

house. WIUI scarcely distil\'~~\i\>ha.b\e I\.lI the llame pcr~oll who llad entered it, having 
dimin i~hed toO uHlch ill !;izl' after tIll' fll'emtion, He Wall, in fact, matedally relieved, 
and continut;d to impro\'t' dll il)' ill health; till one day, lifter washing his shirt, he put 
if. on. as tile quickP.!lt way of drying it, a custom lIot uncommon among the Arabe, aud 
caught 60 bad a cold in C1.lJliiC<lucnce, that all tl\l' doctor'lS exertions were afterwards 
IIlIable to Ii8.ve him. 
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and encourage these diseases, than the circmnstanees to which they 

attribute them. 

Among the numerous instances, which we observed. during our 

stay at Dengazi, illustrative of Arab character and pl'cjudicl·B. we 

may notice one which occurred in the skeeta (or entrance-haH) of 

our house, where a selecl Pat't.'! of the. inha.bitants of the town 

usually assembled themselves when the weather permitted. Oil 

this occasion, the women of England formed the principal subjl'(" 

of conversation, and the reports of their beauty, which had 

reached some of our visitors, appeared to hayc made a great jm

pression in their favour. One of our party then produced a. minia

ture from his pocket, which chanced to be the resemblance of a very 

pretty girl; and he roundly asserted, as he handel! it to the com~ 

. pany, that every woman in England was as handsome. 'Ve have 

already observed, that the suuject was a very pretty girl; and they 

who are unacquainted with the force of' custom and prejudice, will 

hardly conceive that an object so pleasing could tic the eauw of' it 

moment's alarm. But truth ohliges us to add, that the fiJ·st Arab of 

our party, who was favoured with a sight of the lady ill question, 

started back in" dismay and confusion; and all his worthy country

men who cast their eyes upon the picture, witluJrew them, OIl the 

instant, in the greatest alarm, exhibiting the strongest syml)toms of 

astonishment and shame. The fact was, that the young lady who 

had caused 80 much confusion, was unluckily painted in a low cven~ 

iog dress; and her face was ollly shaded by the luxuriant auuurn 

curls, which fell in ringlets over her forehead and temples. 
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There was nothing, it will be thought, so extremely alarming in 

this partial exhibition of' female beauty; and the favoured inhabi. 

tants, of less dl~corous, and more civiliz(~d countries, would scarcely 

dream of' being shocked at a similar spectacle. But to men who 

inhabit those regions of delicacy, where even one eye of a female 

must never be seen stealing out from the sanctuary of her veil, the 

sudden apparition of a sparkling pair of those luminaries is not a 

vision of ordinary occurrence. At the same time, the alarm of 

the worthy Shekhs assembled, whidl the bright eyes and naked 

face (as they termed it) of our fair young conntrywoman had so 

suddenly excited, was in no way diminished "by the heinous ex

posure of a snowy neck and a well-turned pair of shoulders; and 

had they been placed in the sitll"tioll of Y usuf, when the lovely 

Zuleika prer;entcd herself in all her charms as a suitor for the

young Hebrew's love", or in the morc embarrassing dilemma of 

the Phrygian shcphercl-princc, when three immortal beauties 

.. tood revealed before his sight, they could scarcely have felt or 

~xpresscd more confusion. Every Arab, who saw the picture, ac

tually blushed and hid his face with his hands; exclaming-w'Allah 

haram--(by Heaven 'tis a sin) to look upon such an exposure of 

female charms! 

It is, no doubt, very gratifying, in these ages of assurance, to wit.. 

ness so unequivocal a display of genuine modesty; and we conff>SS 

that we ought not to have laughed so heartily as we did at this 

YUluf and Zult!ika are tht' MallOmetan names of Joseph alld Potiphar'8 wife. 
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IaWlableexpMl8lon of it in our gu6.ts: but it certainly did appear to 

us· somewhat ridiculous to see men, with long beards, who had each of 

them two or three wives, so completely diocomfited at the sight o£a 

rOIl)' -faced girl. At the same time, we must allow that we have also our 

prejudices; and it is probaWe, that the appearance of a young Arab 

damsel, with her veiled face and naked legs and feet, in the midst .. f 

a party of Englishmen, might occasion no tri1ling confusion; scarcely 

less, perhaps. than that which was occasioned by the display of the 

fair face and neck above mentioned. It was some time before our 

worthy Arab friends recovered from the serious shock which their 

modesty had sustained; but as modesty (for what teason we will not 

pretend to determine) is by no means an unconqueraWe feeling, 

we prevailed upon the blushing Shekhs, when the first impression 

had subsided, to take a second look at the picture; declaring, that 

there was nothing in so innocent a display at which the most correct 

of true Qelievers need be shockod. We will not venture to say that 

tbey were.quite of our opinion; but it is certain that tbeir curiosity 

(atleaat we suppose it to have been that) very soon .got the better 

of !heincruples; and we even think, that some of them migbt ac

tually have been persuaded to trust themselves in those sinful 

regions where a pretty face and figure may be looked at and admired 

wit.AAlJt any veryteriouo hreach of decorum.. As for Shekh Mahom

med. he had 10 far recovered himself as to put the ohject of his former 

con(~o.n i¥to.his pocket, though merely to show it (as he said) to 

his .,.jV68; and was hardy enough to keep it three or four day., before 

he .retumedit. to Wi·.<lwner. 
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With respect to the Arab women, we will vellture to say · (though 

we do not think that modesty is their predominant quality) that no 

consideration could induce them to dress themselves in the manner 

which cauoed such astonishment to our acquaintanoe: and they 

woultl certainly not believe that the ladies of Europe, to whom 

such costume is familiar, would object to appear in . the preaence 

of the other sex without their shoes and stockings. As for 

dancing with men, and taking them by the hand, it would be 

looked upon as the last stage of effrontery and indelicacy; yet 

their own familiar dance is at the same time of such a nature 

that no modest women of Europe could look at it. It would be a 

curious experiment in natural history to see which of the ladies 

would require most persuasion; the Arab to appear in public with· 

out . any veil, or the Englishwoman without shoes and stockings. 

There can be no question which of the two is most civilized; yet, we 

OWTI 9 we mnnot see that it is at all more indecent to appear in public 

"ith the legs and feet uncovered, than it is to expose the face, arms, 

and neck; or that it is really more modest to cover the face than to 

leave it in its natural state. Of the two, we should certainly think 

it more modest to cover the face than the feet; yet we know that 

the practice of going without a veil is adopted by the most refined 

nations of the globe, and that the habit of wearing- it is by no IIl"",,S 

inconsistent with levity and want of proper feeling. 

To return to our description of the town; we have already. stated, 

that Bengazi may be considered as occupying the site of the Bere

nice of the Ptolemi.., and of the Hesperis of earlier timel; but very 
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few remain. DOW appear above ground to interest the sculptor, the 

arcbitect, or tbe antiquary. Berenice has, in fact, disappeared from 

tbe beautiful plain on which it stood, and a miserable, dirty, Arab 

town bas reared itself on its ruins, or ratber on the soil which coven; 

its ruins, for all its interest is now under ground. 
The erection of Bengazi on tbe site of the ancient town, rather 

than the effects of time, or of bostile violence, appears to have been 

chiefly tbe cause of tbe total disappearance of the latter; for the 

stones of wbich the buildings were originally composed being too 

large for the pnrposes of the Arabs, are broken up into small pieces 

before they are used in modem structures, and generally before they 

are removed from tbe places in whicb they are dug up. Many a 

noble frieze and cornice, and many a well-proportioned capital bas 

been crusbed under tbe hammer of tbese barbarions; so that, even 

were ·there not a single bouse ill Bengazi which bas not beell <-om· 

poeed of ancient materials, yet there i. nothing of architecture in any 

of them at present to fix, and scarcely to arrest, the aitention. We 

were ourselves just too late to save from the hammer several portions 

of a large and well-executed Ionic entablature, wbich .a worthy Arab 

Shekb bad caused to be excavated and brought into his court-yard, to 

form part of a house which be was building without tbe town, and 

which w .. carefully beat to pieces by his servants and slaves before it 

was bedded in the mud wbich received it. Very extensive remains 

of building lI<e still found about Bengazi, at tbe depth of a foot or two 

from the surface of the plain; and whenever a house i. intended to be 

erect.eo1, the projector of it has nothing more to do, in order to obtain 
IS • 
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materials for blillding it, thaa · So send a rew mell to excavate in the 

neighbourhood, and with them a .mlDel, or two. or three _ to """,,

port what is dug up to the spot which has been fixed upon for the 

house_ If the fragments whi.chare found should prove too large for 

removal (which is generally the case) they are broken into 8iDaller 

pieces, without the least hesitation or ooncern, till they.are reduced to 

a convenient size for loading, and are afterwards broken again into still 

smaller pieces, as occasion may reqnire, on the plare where the boute 

is built. Many valuable remaina of antiqnitymust have disappeared 

in- this way, but it i. probable, at the same time, that many still exist 

to reward the expense of excavation; and 1I'e bave little doubt, that 

statues and inacriptioDll, numerous fragments of architecture, and 

good collections of coins and g~s, might still be obtained withiB the 

distance of half a mile round Bengazi_ On the beaeh to tIw north

ward and to the north-eastward of the town, where a bank of twenty 

and thirty feet (more or less) is formed of the rubbish of one of 

the ancient cities, coins and gems are continually washed down in 

rainy weather; and the inhabitants of Bengazi repair in crowds to 

the beach, after .torm., and sift the earth whieh falls away /rom ·the 

cliff, disposing of whatever they may find to the few E ..... ptlOIm of 

the place-. 
When we retloot that Berenice lIourished under J.ustinian, and dlat 

. 
~ An excellent collt!ctioll of Llte~e relllii.iu~ of Greciall urt hat been recl!lItly lIold (or a 

con.iderable lurn". by 1. relation of the Vice-Consul of Bengazi, who had not been many 
yeai'll reaideot there. 

• Six tboluand dau.ri, u.e "ft'e iafonne4. 
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its .. ails iJnderwent a thorough repair in the reign of that Emperor, 

it will be thought .omewhat singular, that both the town and it. 

walls should have disappeared so completely as they have done. 

We have already mentioned the disappearance of the city, and it may 

here be observed, that scarcely a vestige of its walls now remain. 

above the surface of the plain, and that it would not be possible to 

decide its precise limits, without a great deal of previous excavation. 

It is probable, howeve.-, that Berenice did not extend beyond the 

actual limits of Bengazi; for the salt·water Jake to the southward of 

the town would prevent its going farther in that direction, and the 

ground to the eastward is in most pam so low as to be frequently 

overllowed by the sea, which oozes through the sand heaped upon 

the beach in that airection. 

From the circumstance of the water in Beng .. i being brackish, it 

is probable that the ancient town was furnished with an aqueduct 

flOlll some springs of sweet waler, about half a mile distant from it 

to the eastward; and the existence of remains of ancient reservoirs, 

or cisterns, with troughs, constructed of stone, leading into them, .till 

observable on the beach where the ooins and gems are collected, 

would seem. in some degree. to mvour this supposition-. 

On first diacovering the quarries from which the city of Berenice, 

and i'robably that of I1eoperis also, have been constructed, we flat-·· 

tered ounelv .. that we should have found them full of excavated 

tombs, which are usually formed in similar situations, when the 

• n- would .however lefVe equaBy for the reception or rain water, which falls in 
abundaoce at Bengui d.ring the winter. 
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q uanies are not far from the town: but two or three chambers only 

appeared, which did not seem to us to have been intended for places 

of burial, and the tombs of both cities must be looked fur in the 

plain, under the soil or the sand which now cOnceals them-. 

The trees and shrubs which are growing in the quarries we allude 

to, and have rooted themselves, nt the same time, in the 8ides of the 

rocks which they arc formed in, give these places a very wild and 

picturesque appearance, not unworthy of the pencil of Salvator; and, 

had not our time been fully occupied in research, when the wea~r 

allowed us to ramble, we should have been glad to have made some 

sketch .. of them. The caper plant is found there in great abun

dance, and .preads itself, like ivy, over the steep sid .. of the rocks, 

hanging down in the most luxwiant and beautifuJ'clusters. 

In speaking of the steep rocks in which these qusrries are formed, 

we must state, that they do not rise above the surface of the plain, 

but are sunk down, perpendicularly, to a considerable depth, 10 as not 

to be visible till they are closely approached. Besides the quam .. 

here mentioned, some very singular pits or chasms, of natural forma

tion, are found in the neighbourhood of Bengazi: they consist of a 

level surface of excellent soil, of several hundred feet in extent,· in

closed within steep, and for the most part perpendicular, .ides of solid 

-rock, rising sometimes to a height of sixty or seventy feet, or Blore, 

before they reach the level of the plain in which they are situated . 

.. In one of thete quat'riflfl a largt! portion of the rock. lhaped into a quadrangular 
form, has been insulated from the tell to serve the purpoee of a tomb, after the manner 
of thoee at Ptolemeta. 
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Tbe soil ·.at the bottom of these chasm. appears to have been washed 
down from the plain aboye by the heavy winter rains, and is fre

quently. cultivated by the Arabs; so that a person, in walking over 

the country where they exist, come. suddenly upon a beautiful 

orchard or .garden, blooming in secret, and in the greatest luxuriance, 

at a cOnsiderable depth beneath hi. feet, and defended on aU ,ides by 

walls of solid rocks, so as to be at first sight apparently inaecess.ible. 

The effect of these secluded little spots, protected, as it were, from 

the intrusion of mankind by the steepness and the depth of the bar

riers which inclose them, is singular and pleasing in the extreme: 

they reminded us of some of those secluded retreats which we re~d 
of in fairy legends and tales, and we could almost fancy ourselves, as 
we looked down upon them, in the situation of some of those f .... 

voured knigbts and princes, the heroes of our earlier days, who have 

been permitted to wander over the boundaries of reality into regions 

shut out from the rest of mankind. 

It was impossible to walk round the edge of the,e precipices, look

ing everywhere for some part less abrupt than the rest, by which 

we might descend into the gardens beneath, without calling to mind 

the description given by Scylax of the far-famed garden of the Hes

perides. 

This celebrated retreat is stated by Scylax to have been an inclosed 

apo.t Qf about .one-fifth of a British mile· across, each way. filled with 

• Two .tadu.. it the length And breadth given by Scylu. which, taken as the mean 
Grecian.tad. of Major Rennell, of about ten to a Britilh mile, would give the mea. 
lurement he.re .tated. 
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thickly-planted fnJit-ireeB of nrious kinds, aad iaacOff8iile.,all 
.ides • . It was situated (on the authority of the lIIIlle WI:.~f at$ 
hundred and twenty stadia (or fifty geographical miIea) {rom . til!' 
Port of Bare.; and this distance agrees preciaely with that of the 

places here alluded to from Ptolemeta, the port intendecj. by . Scylu, 
as will be seen by a reference to the chart. The testimony of Pliny 

i. also very decided in fixing the site of the Hesperides in !he neigh-. 

bourhood of Berenice. "Not far" (he says) "from the city" (Dere

nice is here meant) "is the river Lethon, and the sacred grave where 

the gardens of the Hesperides are said to be situated •. " Ptolemy 

alSo may be supposed to intend the same position, when he informs 

us, that the garden was to the westward of the people of 1larea; or, 

what is the same thing, that the pareit", were to the eastward of the 

garden of Hesperidest. . ,' , 

Tbe name, indeed, itself of Hesperid .. would induce US t(> place 

the Garden, so called, in the vicinity of Bengazi; for the Ilesperides 

were the early inhabitants of tbat part of the Cyrenaica, and Hespe

ris, as we have already stated, was tbe ancient name of the city .. of 

Berenice, on the site of which Bengazi is built,+ and which .... pro

bably so· called by the GreekS, from the cireumstanceof ita b!BItg .the 

most western city of the district . 

• Nee procui ante oppidum ilvviull Lethon. lucWl aaeet, ubi Hl:Iperidum Hortl me. 
morantur.-{Nat. Hilt. , lib. v. c. 5.) Again. in the ume book, Berenioe-qu~ 
vocata Hesperidum, &c. 

t B.p.TlN crCO "~S1'''''''' TOil ~u '1'_ 'Etnnpll.,o 
l B.elJj..." '; "1(41 'Ea...~If.-{Ptol. Geogr.): and •• Siephanw deeoribe. it, in tlte 

lIiugular. 'En'~I$, _o)., r A" lI'I'Jf. ,; 1'0. B,~.",1'). 
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It · has been suppOl!ed by Gosselir. and others. that those cele

brated gardens of early times (for they are frequently mentioned in 

theplursl) were nothing more than some of those Oases, or verdant 

islands, "which reared their heads amid the sandy desert;" and, in 

the absence of positive local information, the conjecture was suffi

ciently reasonable . 

. The accounts which have come down to us of the desert of Barel]" 

from the pens of the Arab Historians, would lead us to suppose that 

the country so called (which included not only the territory in ques

tion, with the whole of the Pentapolis and Cyrenaica, but also the 

whole tract of coast between Tripoly and Alexandria) was little more 

than a barren tract of sand, scarcely capable of cultivation. Under 

such an impression, we can readily imagine that modem writers 

might be easily deceived; and when it was necessary to fix the site 

of groves and gardens in the country so erroneously described, we 

may certainly justify them in looking for such places in the only parts 

of a sandy desert where luxuriant vegetation is fOU1ld, the Oases, or 

verdant islands alluded to. "Objects here presented themselves" 

(says the learned and ingenious Author of the Discoveries and 

Travels in Mrica, in speaking of the western coast of that country, 

where the Hesperides have by some writers been placed) "which 

acted powerfully on the exalted and poetical imaginations of the 

ancients. They were pa;ticularly struck by those Oases, or verdant 

islands, which reared their heads amid the . sandy desert. Hence, 

. Oeograpbie Ancienne: MurraY'1I account of DisC'overie! and Travels in Africa, &c, 



32-2 BENGAZI. 

doubtless, were drawn those brilliant pictures of the Hesperian gar

dens, the Fortunate Islands, the Islands of the Blest,. which are 

painted in such glowing colours, and form the gayest part of ancient 

mythology. The precise position of these celebrated spots has ~n 

a subject of eager and doubtful inquiry. The chief difficulty is, that 

there are different points of the continent in which they seem to be 

fixed with almost equal precision. In fact, it seems clearly sheWl!, 

by some learned writers', that this variety of position is referrible, 

not to any precise geographical data, but to the operation of certain 

secret propensities that are deeply lodged in the human breast. 

There arises involuntarily in the heart of man a longing after forms 

of being, fairer and happier than any presented by the world before 

him-hright scenes which he se(!\:s and never finds, in the circuit of 

real existence. But imagination easily creates them in that dim 

boundary which separates the known from the unknown world. In 

the first discoverers of any such region, novelty usually produces an 

exalted state of the imagination and passions; under the influence 

of' which every object is painted in higher colours than those of 

nature. Nor does the illusion cease, when a fuller examination 

proves that, in the place thus assigned, no such beings or objects 

exist. The human heart, while it remains possible, still clings to its 

fond chimeras: it quickly transfers them to the yet unknown region 

beyond j and, when driven from thence. discovers still another more 

remote in which they can take refuge. 

GOBselin and Malte Brun. 
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Thus we nnd these fairy spots successively retreating before the 

progress of discovery; yet finding still, in the farthest advance which 

ancient knowledge ever made, some remoter extremity to which they 

can fiy. 

u The first position of the Hesperian garden, (continues our 

author) .. appears to have been at the western extremity of Libya, 

then the farthest boundary, upon that side, of ancient knowledge. 

The spectacle which it often presented, a circuit of blooming verdur" 

amid the desert, was calculated to make a powerful impression on 

Grecian fancy, and to suggest the idea of<juite a terrestrial paradise. 

It excited also the image of islands, which ever after adhered to these 

visionary creations. As the first spot became frequented, it was soon 

stripped of its fabled beauty . . So pleasing an idea, however, was not 

to be easily relin<juished. Another place was <juickly found for it ; 

and every traveller, as he discovered a new portion of that fertile and 

beautiful coast, fondly imagined that he had at length arrived at 

the long-sought-for Islands of the Blest. At length, when the can· 

tinent had been sought in vain, they were transferred to the ocean 

beyond, which the original idea of islands rendered an easy step. 

Those of the Canaries having never been passed, nor even fully ex

plored, continued always to be the Fortunate Islands, not from any 

peculiar feliaity-of soil and climate, but merely because distance and 

imperfect knowledge left full scope to poetical fancy -. Hence we 

find Horace painting their felicity in the most glowing colours, and 

Strabo. I.-Plutarch in Sertorio-Horat. 4.00. 8. v. 27. Epod.16. Pliny 6-6, 
" . 31-2. 

• T • 
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view~g them as 3 refuge still left for mortals, from that troubled and 

imperfect enjoyment which they were doomed to experience in every 

other portion of the globe." (Murray's Account of Africs, vol. i. 

chap. I.) 

Nothing is more just than the picture of human nature here pre

sented to us by the intelligent writer just quoted; and it must be 

confessed that the position of the Hesperian gardens has been fixed 

by different authors in so many parts of the coast of Africs, that we 

may 8carcely hope to reconcile statements so opposite. 

The legends connected with these celebrated place, are at the 

same time so wild and extravagant, as well as so discordal)t with each 

other, that we might often be tempted to consider the gardens them

selves as fabulous and imaginaI1 spots, existing only in the creative 

brain of the poet and the mythologist., and nowhere to be found in 

reality. 

'Ve should not, 11owevcr, say, from our view of the subject, · that 

" the variety of position" assigned to the gardens of the Hesperides 

" is reforrible to no precise geographical data Y the details which 

we have already quoted from Scylax are too minute to. be wholly 

rejected; and the position of the gardens, as laid down by Ptolemy 

and Pliny, coincides with that assigned to them by Seylal<. 

lVe have shewn, at the same time, that the nature of the ground 

in the neighbourhood of Berenice (or Dengazi) is consistent with the 

account of Scylax; and that places like those which he has so 

minutely described are actually to be found in the territory where 

he has laid down the gardens. This singnlar formation,. so far as 
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we have seen, is also peculiar to the country in question; and 

we know of no other part of the coast of northern Mrica where 

the same peculiarities of soil are observable. . We do not mean 

to point out any One of these subterranean gardens as that which 

is described in the passage above quoted from Scylax; for we knuw 

of no one which will correspond in point of extent to the garden 

which this author has mentioned: all those which we saw were . 
considerably Ie .. than the fifth of a mile in diameter (the measu' e-

ment given by Scylax); and the places of .tItis nature which would 

best agree with the dimensions in question, arc now filled with water 

sufficiently fresh to be drinkable, aud take the form ofromantic little 

lakes. 

Scarce1y any two of the gardens we met with were, however, of 

the same depth or extent; and we have no reason to conclude 

that because we saw none which were large enough to be fixed upon 

for the garden of the Hespcriues, as it is described in the state

ment of Scylax, there is therefore. no place of the dimensions 

required among those which escaped our notice-particularly as the 

singular formation we allude to continues to the foot of the Cyrenai(' 

. chain, which is fourteen miles distant, in the nearest part, iimn 

Bengazi. When we consider that the places in question are "II 

of them sunk below the surface of the soil, and that the face of 

the country in which they are found is overspread with brushwood, 

and nowhere perfectly level, it will not be thought extraordinary 

if some of them should have escaped us in a diligent and fre

quently-repeated search. At any rate, under the circumstances which 
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are already before the reader, it will not he thought a visionary or 

hastily fonned assumption, if we say that the position of these cele

brated spots, "long the subject of eager and doubtful inquiry," 

may he laid down with some probability in the neighbourhood 

of the town of Bengazi. The remarkable peculiarities of this 

part of northern Africa correspond (in our opinion) sufficiently well 

with the authorities already quoted, to authorize the conclusion we . 
have drawn from an inspection of the place; and to induce us to 

place the gardens of the Hesperides in some one, or morc, of the 

places described, rather than in any of the Oases of the desert, as 

,uggested by Monsieur Gosselin and others -. It seems probable 

that there were more than one garden of this name; but they could 

scarcely have heen all of them soolarge as that mentioned by Scylax; 

and the greater numher of those which we were able to discover were 

considerably smaller in all their dimensions, as we have already 

stated above. 

It has heen mentioned that some of the chasms above described 

have assumed the form of lakes; the sides of which are perpendicu

lar, like those of the gardens, and the water in most of them appears 

to he very deep. In some of these lakes the water rises nearly to 

the edge of the precipice which incloses them, and in others is as 

much as twenty feet helow it. They are no doubt much fuller aner 

. • Signor Della Cella·llu Buppa.ed thll.t the passage of Scylax refers to the tler>ated 
l)arts of the Cyrenaica, and placee his gardens of Hesperides in the mountain.; but we 
think that a review of the pa.age in questiOll, combined with the loeal information which 
we bave been able to collect on the subject. will authorize UI to doubt thi. position. 
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. the rainy season tha.n at other times of the year, and the water is 

then sweeter than ordinary. Besides these, there are also several 

. 8ubterraneancaves in the neighbourhood of Bengazi. One of these, 

at the depth of about eighty feet from the surface of the plain, "-on

tains a large body of fresh water, which is said to rUll very far into 

the bowels of the earth, or rather of the rock which overshadows it. 
• 

On descending into this cave, we found that it widened out into it 

spacious chamber, the sides of which had evidently been, in many 

places, shaped with the chisel, and rose perpendicularly to a consi

derable height. Our progress was Boon stopped, as we were advan

cing into the cave, by the body of water we have mentioned; which, 

notwithstanding the lights we procured, was scarcely visible tbrough 

the thick gloom which surrounded us. We found the water shallow 

at the edge, but it soon ·beeame gradually too deep to be practica

ble; we were also unable to discover any end to it, and a stone 

thrown as far as we could semI it, f~ll into the water without striking. 

We had, however, seen enough to excite our curiosity very strongly, 

and we detennined to return, at some early opportunity, with a boat 

and a good store of torches, intending to go as far along this subter

ranean stream as·the height of the rock would allow us. 

On mentioning our visit and our intentions to ney Halil, he in

formed US that he had himself paid a visit to the place, in company 

with a chaous of his snite; and that he had earried with him" 

small boat in which he embarked with the choous, and proceeded a 

considerable distance. They became, at length, afraid of not finding 

their way back, and put about to return as they came, having found 

(as he aaid) on sounding, that the depth of the water was in some 
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parts as much as t.hirty fect. This account naturally made us more 

anxious than ever to put our intentions in execution; but no h(lat 

could then be found in the harbour sufficiently small for our purpose, 

and we were obliged to defer our subterranean voyage; determining, 

however, that if we could not find a portable boat on our return from 

Cyrene, we would contrive t9 put together some pieces of timber, 

and prosecute our researches on a raft, after the example of Sindbad 

the sailor. 
Dut, alas! who can say that to-morrow i~ his own ?-and who is 

there who makclS the most of to-day? If we had constructed our raft 

before we moved farther eastward, instead of waiting for the chance 

of a boat when we came back, we should in all probability have been 

able to ascertain the extent of this mysterious river. As it was, we 

were obliged, by circumstances which we could neither conlrol nor 

foresee, to leave the coast of Africa before we had completed our 

.. esearches in the city and neighbourhood of Cyrcne; and the short 

time which we had at our command on rt:tutning to Bengazi was 

insufficient (under the pressure of other occupations) for accomplish

jug this object of our wishes. 

The disappointment here alluded to was only one among many 

ot~ers which we experienced, in consequence of our hasty and un. 

expected return; but it was one which we regretted morc, perhaps, 

than it deserved; for mystery will always add a charm to inquiry, 

which further investigation might probably remove, but which will 

continue to preserve its powers of fascination while the uncertainty 

remains which created it. 

We are too well acquainted With the talent of ampliJication so 
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generally possessed by Turks and Arabs of all classes, to rely implicitly 

upon -the truth of every part of the above-mentioned narrative related 

to U8 by the -Bey of Bengazi: there is, however, no reason, of which 

we are aware, conneCted with the nature of the place, which militates 

against its probability; and we submit it accordingly, as we received 

it, to our readers, in the absence of more decided information. 

We have already wandered into the regions of fable in speaking "f 

the Gardens of the Resperides; and before we retrace our steps, we 

must be permitted to linger for a while on the borders of the myste

rious, hidden stream above .. mentioned. 

The Lethe, or Lathon, (for it is no less a. stream to which we are 

going to call the attention of our readers,) is laid down by geogra

phers in the neighbourhood of the gardens, and close to the city of 

the Resperides. 

Strabo makes the Lathon flow into the harbour of the Resperides, 

and Ptolemy also lays down the salOe river between Berenice and 

Arsinoe; Pliny describes the Lathon as situated in the neighbour

hood of Berenice, and Scylax places a river (which he calls Ecceu" 

UIt(lQ,) in a similar situation. The river Lethe is supposed to have 

lost itself underground, and to re-~ppear (like the Niger) in another 

plaoe·; and the point to which we would call the attention of the 

Hen Lethe's streams. from secret springe below, 
Rlle to the light ; here heavily, and Ilow. 
The .Bent, dull. forgetful waten ftow. 

(Rowe'll Lucan, book ix. p. :lO9.) 
'~:' . ~" .. ~ . " . '. I • ., 

Lucan plaCet lUI Lethe and Helperlan Gardenl In the neighbourhood of the Lake 
Tritonia,-in tiwr Le.er Sy,tit; but the western part of the -Cyrenaica i, the moat ap.
proved poei~ioo rot' bot~, ·~ee aleo Soliaul on thil pojat. 
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reader is-whether the su.bterranean stream above.:-mentioned, which 

certainly may be said to lose itself underground, be the source of the 

Lethe, or Lathon, in question? and whether a small spring, which 

runs into the lake near the town of Bengazi, may be supposed to be 

the re-appearance of the same river, in the place so decidedly 

assigned to it by Strabo-the port of the Hesperides, or, which is the 

same, of Berenice. 

The circumstance of finding a subterranean stream in this neigh. 

bourhood, between the mountains and the lake which joins the Har

bour of Dengazi, would certainly appear to favour the conclusion, that 

the course of the stream was towards the lake, that is to say, from 

the higher ground to the lower_ And although the mere discovery 

of a small stream of fresh wa~ emptying itself into the lake here 

alluded to, does not by any means tend to confirm the existence of a 

communication between it and the subterranean stream in question; 

yet there is no proof (at least, not that we are aware of) that one of 

these is not connected with the other. At the same time we may 

add, that if it were really ascertained that no connexion existed 

between the two, such a circumstance would not be consideted as 

proving that the ancients did not suppose that they communicated. 

It was believed by the Greeks (or, at any rate, it was asserted by 

them) that the Alpheu, communicated with the fOlmtain of Arethusa, 

and that anything thrown into the former at Eli. would re-appesr 

on the waters of the latter in Sicily_ 

Other instances might be mentioned of similar extravagancies, 

which are considered by the moderns as poetical invention.. and 
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never received as historical facts. The disappearance of the Lathon. 

and its suboequent rise. might have been equally a poetical fiction; 

hut when we find, in the country in which it was placed. a large 

body of water which actually loses itself, we are naturally led to believe 

one pari,of the assertion. and to Reck to identify the actual subterra

nean stream with that which is said to have existed. On a refer
ence to the authority of gcob".aphers and historians, we find a 

river called Lat.hon laid down very clearly in the place where thi .. 

body of water. is found, and we remark that the name which 

they apply to the river signifies hidden or coM.aled. So far there 

is a probability that the Lathon of the ancients and the subter

ranean slreamin the neighbourhood of llengazi may be one and 

the same river. 

Again. we are told, on the authority of Strabo, that the Lathon 

discharged itself into the Harbour of the Hesperides; and we find a 

small spring actually running into the lake which is connected with 

the harbour in question j and which might, from thp. position of the 

subterranean spring between it and the mountains to the southward 

of it, have received at least a portion of the waters. which lose them. 

selves in a place where the level is higher. When we find that the 

Lathon (or hidden stream) of Dengazi is directly between the moun

tains and the harbour, it becomes the more probable that such a 

communication IUay have existed; and whether the little spring 

which runs into the lake be a continuation of the Lathon or not, 

there appears to be qnite sufficient reason for believing that the 

ancients. might have imagined it was. If we consider how trifling 
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are the existing remains of the IIi.sus, the Simoi" the Scamander, 

and other rivers, to which we have been in the hahit of attaching im

portance, we must not be surprised to find a celebrated stream 

dwindled down into a very insignificant one. The changeo which 

a'lapse of nearly two thousand year. may be supposed to "-e occa

sioned on the northern coast of Africa, are fully sufficient to have 

reduced the river Lathon to the spring which now flows into the 

Lake of Bengazi. 

The Jake itself is salt, and in the summer is nearly dry; while the 

small stream in question t.akes its rise within a few yards of the lake, 

and running along a channel of inconsiderable breadth, bordered 

with reeds and rushes, might be mistaken by a common observer for 

an inroad of the lake into the sandy soil which bounds it. 

On tasting it, however, we found its waters to be fresh, and the 

current which is formed by its passage into the lake is very evident 

on the slightest examination. 

If we may suppose this little ,tream to be all that now remains of 

the celebrated River of Oblivion, we shall be enabled to throw light 

upon a passage in Strabo which has hitherto been the subject of 

much discussion_ 

It h ... been questioned by commentators, whether Strabo intended 

to make the river Lathon discharge itself into the lake, or into the 

port of the Hesperides; and the near resemblance which. the words 

"}..'fk'l/) (limen) and "'f.J-~" (limnc), the former of which means a port, and 

the latter a lake, do certainly bear to each other, will allow of their 

being confowlded in transcribing, by the mere transposition of a 
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single letter Without reference to the authority of the most ap-

proved ~anuscripts, we may observe, on that only of local inspectiont 

that either of these wonls would be correct. It has already been 

stated that the Harbour of Bengazi communicates with a salt-water 

lake, and it is probable that in Strdbo's time the vessels of the an

cients might have passed from one into the other. The harbour and 

the lake might in that event be considered without any impropriety 

as the same. It' is into this lake that the small stream discharge. 

itself which we have alluded to above, and if we can suppose it to be 

tbe remains of the Lathon, the statement of Strabo may be considered 

as confirmed by the actual appearance of the place. If, however, we 

are disposed to be sceptical on this point, we must give up the river 

altogether, or, at least, we must give up the re-appearance of it in the 

lake and in the Harbour of Hesperis, or Berenice; for no other 

Sprillg, that we are aware of, Hows either into one or the other. It 

is probable that "''''"' was the word' used by Strabo, and it seems also 

probable that he intended to imply, that the harbour and the lake he 

calls Tritoni., on which stood the temple of Venus, were the same; at 

least, in reading the whole of the passage together, we can scarcely 

divest ourselves of this idea t . 

• En, ~, II:I.ICI NW'lY 'E.,..fP';"'Y, UI "(JTIiI/MIf ~/04Ca).}.u AI.IC9-",y. (Lib. 17. p. 836,) 
"Some of the Commentatol'lJ read >"11L'I'7l ·EncpldlU~. ana Cellarius says on this subject

"Eet et de itDtu fhuninia dubitatio, in quod Ie infundat, in mare an in lacum. Strnboni 
est ""~"y 'E~ej!lW, in quem Lathon etBuit. Vetu8 autem interprea iterum disselltit. et 
quali ~\I'II legerit, ItlCUl vertit Oetpen:dum. Videant (he addl) quibul vel regionem CO~ 
gllOK&Ddi, vel iDlpiciendi antiquos codieee, facultas eet. (Lib. iv. c. n.) 

t E""'I ~. _~" ),.E'YO~r'JI 'fU.l~07U1a:r, fCP' 'O't1 .;, Bf~nll(ll T'\')V ;1l1"" Y 'x.". "<l~S ),..~.,.,.y ."I YGI 

Te'T6mda:, n ~ FAo"""qT% ..."G.lor fO'Tl, Il-.! "~O'I AIP~I'Mlf n «-UTIU' 10'1'1 ~i l($j N/oIo"~ E""~~IdIUY, 
lUlU ",o~or I/oIoCII).,M1 AsS-lIlY, 
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It may be, huwever, that the nature of the place, ratlier than the 

construction of the passage in question, has in fact suggested this 

reading to us: for on the borders of the lake, which still communi

cates with the Harbour of Bengazi, is a spot of rising ground, nearly 

insulated in winter, on which are the remains of ancient building; 

and which, at the time when the harbour was deeper, and the lake 

it-.elf practicable for vessels *, must have been (~ionally, at least) 

eompletely surrounded with water. Here then might have stood 

the temple of Venus mentioned in the passage above, and the intro

duction of the word 1"" '''''''" by Strabo (taken in the sense of 11W8tly, 

or Keneral~'1), in speaking of the island in question, would seem to 

confirm this position. 

Berenice (he tells us) is plac6.l on the Point of Pseudopenias, near 

a certain lake called Tritonis, in which there is mostly an ialand ( .. " 

p.a.:Ajlr'l'~ ~"""jOV t:0"'1"1), with a temple upon it dedicated to Venus. We 

may remark, in support of this s~pposition, that it is probable, from 

the position of the rising ground alluded to, that it was not at all 

times surrounded hy water; and that it was only in the winter sea

son, or at times when the sea advanced farther than ordinary, that it 

was completely an island. 

'Vc may suppose, in receiving this island as the one mentioned by 
Strabo, that the circumstance ju.t stated was alluded to by the 

g-eographcr, when he informs us that there was usually an island in 

the lake; but we do not mean to insist upon this reading of the pas

sage in question, and will confess, that it would probably never have 

. We have already assumed, upon reasonable grounds, that this wae probably the ca6C 
in earlier times. 
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"uggested itself to u.s had we never visited Benga.i; it must there

fore be left to the discretion of our readers, to adopt it or not, as it 

may seem to deserve, 0'11 a reference to the local peculiarities we have 

mentioned . 
. With regard to the name of Tritoni., bestowed upon the lake in 

this passage, it is difficult to say whether the lake which Strabo men

tions was actually called by that name; or whetjler the geographer 

has eonfoundecl j t with the Tritonis Palus (the Lake Lowdeah of 

Shaw), siw;.ted in the Lesser Syrti., and which also contained an 

island, according to Herodotus. 

But whatever may have been the proper name of the lake at Bere

nice which we seek to identify with the Triton;" of Strabo, it appears 

to us to answer remarkably well to the lake of that mime which he 

mentions. We will therefore suggest, that the Tritonis in question 

and the lake which now communicates with the Harbour of Dengazi. 

are one and the same lake: that it was originally d~ep enough to 

admit the vessels of the ancients, and to have formed ?""""ionaliy the 

island oontaining the temple of Venus, on the spot of rising ground 

already pointed out, where remains of ancient building are still obser

vable: that a small 'pring of fresh water runs into the same lake 

which may possibly be the remains of the Lathon of Strabo, at it. 

Point of re-appearance and oommunication with the Harbour of the 

Hesperides; and that the subterranean stream in the cavern between 

the lake and the 1l10untaVls, which we have mentioned above, may also 

be the source of this river. When we add, that the gardens upon 

which we have remarked, are probably some of those ealIed the Gar-
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dens of the H esperides, we have pointed out all that now occurs to 

us of any interest in the ncighbourhooc..l of the town of Bellgazi ; ",00 

we submit thcse suggestions to the judgment of others better qua
lified than ourselves to decide the points in question. 

It appea.. to have oo.n from Berenice, the daughter of Magas, 

who was married to Ptolemy Philadelphus, that the city of. Hes

l~ris changed its ,ancient name into that which afterwards dis

tinguished it ' . But the name of Berenicid"" which seems to have 

been conferred upon the inhabitants of this part of the Cy.renaica, was 

not by any means generally adopted; for we find that these people 

continued notwithstanding to be called by their former appellation 

of H esperides. It is, however, somewhat singular that }>omponius 

Mela, who flourished towards Jhe middle of the first century, and 

ncarly a hundred years after the extinction of the dynasty of the 

Lagides, should have mentioned this city under itS ancient name of 

H esperis only; while he gives it~ Ptolemaic name, Arsinoe, to 

Teuchira, and ~stinguishes the port of Barca by its appellation of 

Ptolemaist. Yet tile name of Berenk'C continued to be used by 

other writers long after the age of lIfela; and Pliny, who flourished 

nearly at the same time with this geographer, mentions the city of 

the H esperides by that title. It is probable that a name of such poeti. 

cal celebrity as that which gave place to Berenice was not easily laid 

aside by t4e lovers of literature ; and we find that Ptolemy thought 

• BI~nllu~1U « ... 0 Bfen ulII nlr M"'rllf ~""Y"Tfeor . ')'"y,UIIQf ;, XCII nTO),.f~", t.I~Io'49t,(I'ClY 
B~enul:I~"'1 0. ~11~T:>:'. (Stcph. Byunt. v.) 

t Ul'bell Hesperia., ApoUonia, Ptolemai8, Al'IIinoe. atque (unde terri8 Domen eal) 
ipsa Cyrene . (De Situ Orbi~, Lib. i. c,8 . .) 
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it nct'Loossary, an hunured years atter l\1"cla, to add, when he speaks of 

the dty of llerenice, that it was the ~amc with that of Hesperis, or, 

as he writes it, Hcsperidcs*; from which we may infer that thl' 

ancient name of the place still c:ontinucd to be better known than the 

modem one. But alas for the glories of H esperis and Berenice ~ 

both names have passed away from the scene of their renown; and 

the present inhabitants of tIle miserable dirty village, (for we c~aH 

scarcely call it a town,) which has reared itself on the ruins of' these 

cities, have no idea that Dengazi did not always occupy the place 

which it has usurped on the soil oUhc Hcspcridcs t. 
The Arab who lIOW gather~ his COrti. or his fruit, m some 

one, perhaps, of those gardens ~o celebrated in the annals of anti· 

quity, dreams of nothing whatever connected with it beyond the 

profits which he hopes from its produce. lIe knows nothinll of the 

:stream or the properties of the Lethe; and the powerful influence 

of the River of Oblivion seems to have been so often, and so success

fully exerteu, as to have drowned at length even the rf'!collcction of 

itselft· 

'" B<~<v'K'1, ~ k2.,'E"'lfl'f,SH. 

t The uame of Berenice is mentionl,..o. by Eclri~i a!> rcmainifJg in hill time in this part of 
Africa; bllt we never could find ally traces of the name, though we often inquired for 
it oflh" Arabi! uf t.he country, as weIll\!; of the inhabitallls of Benga.'li. 

l The changes which time may ~ Nupposcd to eff~ct in the character and appearanc(' 
oia country, are well expre!ll!ed ill the (ollowing little fable of Kazwini. translated from 
the Arabic by SilvestJ'e de Sliey. 

"I paMed by a very large and populous city, alJd inqllin.-d of one of its inhabitanb 
by whom it waa founded. Oh, replied the man, this is a very ancient city! we have 
no idea how long it may have heen in existence; and our ancetltors were on this poiut 
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as ignorant as ourst'lves. I n visiting the same place fi ve hundred years a(terwal'da~ 
I could not perccin: a sillgle tract' of tilt' city; aHd asked of a cou{l t,rymal' .• whom I saw"~ 
cuttill~ clover, where it stood. and how long it had been destroy<-.o. W}:at nonscule are 

you a~king me '! snid the persnn whom I addre~t!u: these lands have !lever bean any 
ot het'wi~ rh:Ul you sec li tem. W IlY, returned I, was there lIot formerly here a magnifi. 

cent ali(I popu lous city '!-\Ve have !lever seen OIlC, replieu dIe malt, and Qu r fatben 

haw lIevel' m<:lltiont.-d to us anything of the kind, 
" Five }JUncired years afterwards, as I pa~ed by the ~pot. I found t hat the IJe& had 

coveroo. it; and, perceiving on tIle beach a party of ti91JCrmel1 , J atshd I.h('ffi how long 

it llad been overflowed. 
" It is strallge, lUlswercd the)" that a person of your appearullce should u k us such a 

qu~tjon at; t.lli~; for l!Jc place ha~ beell 3t all timeli l·.tactlyas it is now. What, aaid I , 
was tlll~rc lIot at one tim£' dry laud ill the ~pot ~here tile sea i!i at present ?-Certainly 

1I0t, t';at we know of. answcred the fishermen, and we never heard olir fathers speak of 

il lI)' su cll circllrn~tancc. 

"Again. I pas&·d by the place, aite!' a simi lat· bpse of timc._the lieit haddisappeal'ed
ilnd I iuqnil'ed of a man whom 1 met at what pcricx1 this ChalJgc Jlad taken place, He made 

me tile J>a!llC answer as thl' ot her~ had ~nc bcfore-altd, at icngth,oll returning once more 

t.o tlw place. afrcL' t he lap"'~ of another livt· hu ndred years, I found that it. WRfI occupied 
by a flOlll'ishing city, mQrc popu\ous , and more ridl in magnificent bu ilding., than that 

which I had fo rmerly Sl!ClI! WI\('lI I inquircti of its inhabit:ants coucerninj.t its origin, I 
was tolrJ that it. In:,! itsdf ill the Jal'kllt.'Ss ofantiqnit)' ! We have not tIle least idea, they 

saicl , when it WIUI fuundcti, and ollr fordilt hel's knew no more of its origin t han oursel.es'" 
- (C hrl;stnmatitie Aral"" vol. iii, p. 4 PJ.) 
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CHAI'TER XII. 

Remarks on the Soil of Bengazi and the GOllntry in its Nl.'ighwurhood-Distinctioll of Sex 
in the Palm-tree, &c" noticed by the Allcients awl hy MllhoOldan 'Vriter~-Pcrsiu.n Am',,· 
dote of a Love-sick Date-trec-Remarks of Shaw OIL tile Propagation anel Trt'atmcnt of tit., 

Palm-Arab Mode of cultivating the Sundy Tracts in the Neighbou rhood of llcllgazi
Journey to Carrors-Completion of thc Coa8t-linc from that Plu{:c to Dt'uguzi-Itctnrn to 

Bengazi, and DejJartut'c for Trnchira and Ptolcmeta-DeAr'r iptitm of the Country hdwl'C" 

Bengazi and theKe P lac('s-Remnim:/ observahle in ll,is Track-Corrcs}JOlldcncc of th(~ Town 

called GU3s",r el Towel with that of Cafcz, nnmtioflcd by Edrisi-- I'rohall!c Silt: of Adriam· 

-Arrival at Birsi~-Rcmains in its m'ighbourhooo, lit ]\lahly (or MaIIllY). cOJtsidt:'red a~ 

those of Neapolis-HosJlitalityof the Arabs (If nirsi~-Rcrllni n~ of Tcuchira-I'ositioll L.r 
the City--Quarrics without the \Valls N)verell with Grct-k hlscri l'lioJt~-Teuehira il Town 

of Barca-\Valls of the City repaired by .Iustinian-No Port ob~ervaUle at Tcuchil'a-Mi~

take of Bruce in (·ollfouru.ling Teuchira IYith Ptolemt"til-Hood Supply of freslt 'Yater at 

Teuchira--Thc excavated Tombs uf tlw allcicllt City usell lIS Dwt-.ll ing-houses by tlu· 
Arabs of tIll" Neighbourhoud-Indisllosition of our Chaou~ (or Jani~sary)-Route from Tell

cbira to l'tc,lemeta-Remains at Ptolemeta-Port ann Cutholl of thl' alleicllt City-Othel 

Remains observabh, there-Ptolemaic Inscriptions-J'ic turc!!!}uc Ravines ill the N eighbour

llOOd of J)tolemeta-Position of the City--Remaill~ of Bridgc~ observed therfl-Allvantage~ 

of its Site_Extreme Droug ht at Ptolemeta, reoordml hy Procopiu!I-Rcparatioli of the Aqur

ducts and Cistl,rJl!!. by the Emperor J ustinian-Exillting Remains..,f!ln I'~tl'nsi\'c Ci~t(:"rn at 

Ptolcmcta, probably among t11081' a lluded to hy 1)mropios-8tatt· uf the 'fOWll, it9 Solitudt· 

and Desolation-Luxuriant Vegetation which eneumhl'TeU its Strl'l'l~ wllell the "1111"1' ".'l~ 

first visited by our Party-Chnng-c of Scene on returning to it ill Summer-timt'. 

THE soil of the Hesperide~ docs not now produce that variety of 

fruit which we find that it. did in the days of its prosperity', ~lIt 

the palm and the fig-tree still lIourish there in great abu~ance, and 

~t is merely from the want of attention, and not from any actual 

Vide Seyln. Theophrastus, and others> 
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change in the soil itself, that it does not afford the same variety as 

formerly 

The fruit of the palm-tree forms to<> essential a part of Arab food 

to allow of' the necessary precautions being neglected for insuring 

the growth and the ripening of dates; but the fig-trees are for the 

most part wild, and produce only, a diminutive fruit, which never 

comes to any perfection. It is a well-known fact in natural history, 

that" these trees are male amI female, and that the fruit will be dry 

amI insipid without a previous communication with the male." 

This peculiarity was discovered at a very parly period, and has been 

noticed by writers of various ages with much perspicuity and detail. 

There appears to have been but litt.le variation at any t.ime ill the 

moue of performing these opcrations4 and the manner in which the 

palm-tree is described, by Pliny, to have been impregnated, is the 

same with that which prevails in the present day. 

A part of the blossom from the male tree is either atta"hed to the 

fruit of the female; or the powder from the blossoms of the male is 

shaken over those which the female produce" The first of these 

methods is practised in Barbary, (one male being sufficient, as Shaw 

has observed, to impregnate four or five hundred female); and the 

Jatter is common in F.gypt, where the number of male trees is 

• Signor ~t!Jla Cella has remarked '(p. lS5,) that there are afew palm-trees in the 
neighbourhood of Bengazi, and a tract or two of land !!Owed with barley ("alcune palme. 
t! qualche tratto aeminato col orzo"-) all the relit is (he tells us) neglected and unculti
vated. But there are II. great many palm-trees in the neighbourhood of Bengazi, on both 
sides ofthe harbour, and a great proJXortion of cultivated land. 
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greater'. !loth these methods are described by Pliny, (Hist. Nat. 

lib. xiii.) and the whole account which is there given of the palm. 

tree and its sev~ral varieties is extremely uccurate and interesting. 

The attachment of this tree to a sandy and nitrous soil, and its par. 

tiality at the same time fOT water; its inability to thrive in any other 

than a dry and hot climate, its peculiar foliage and' bark, and the 

decided distinction of sex which is observable in it, arc all men

tioned in detail by the Homan naturalist. · 

The remarks of Arab writers on the distinction of sex in the palm

tree are nearly the Same with thol'e of J>Ji ny; and a mo~t extraordi

nary confirmation of it will be found in a Persian ane~ote quoted by 

Silvestre de Sacy; from which it will clearly appear that an unre· 

quited and secret attachment to a neighbouring date-tree had nearly 

caused the death of a too-susceptible female palm! 

• The fullowing is the proce$ll mentioned by Shaw.-" In the roontful of March or 
April. when the sht!aths that rcapectivf'ly eDclo~ the youn~ clusters of the male flowe r" 
and the female fruit begin to open (at \vhico time the lfll.ter are formed aud the fir~t 

are mealy), they take a Iprig or two of the male dUlter, and insert it into the IIheath of 
the female; or else they take a whole cluster of the male tree, and sprinkle the meal, or 
farina of it over several clusters of the female." (Travelll ill Barbary, vol. i., p. 2.5!).GO). 

The lame author remarb tbat the palm-tree arrives at its grt,'ateat vigour about thirty 
yean after transplantation, and conti nues 110 seventy yean! afterwards; beal'ing yearly 
fifteen or twenty clusters of daletl, each of them weighing fifteen or twenty pounds". 

"Si parmi les palmieri (sayl the author of a treatiee on agriculture quoted by Ka'l.wini, 
in the .... ords of Silvestre de Slley) ... Si parmi les palmieri on rapproche lcs individus 
miles des individull femellet. ees dernien portent des fl'uits en plus grande abondance • 

• Sbillf ba¥ tlburved lbat "the method of railing the PArxniz (' .... 0 or pa.l.ltI. ",nd, "'"hat may be Curthu 
ubterved, that "hen the old trunk diu, tbere i, never waDtiug one or otller of tbOie o~",riDgl to "letted it, 
iliA' hate given occuion w the fable of the bird of thll.t nanlt d1ing and Another arilling from it:" 
\ (80 Pliny, lib. xiii. c. 4.J Mlrumql1t de til. IICCtpimul rum phalnice ave q~ pu'""'tur ell; bujll ' palrulle 
vrumtl1to DOOlen accepiue. emori at teuaJlCi ex !leipla. 
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Osmai relates (says the story in question) that an inhabitant of 

r emama, a province in Arabia, once made him the following recital. 

"J was possessor of a garden in which was a palm-tree, wlUch had 

every year produced me abundance of fruit; but two sea8Qns having 

passed away, without its afl'ording any, I sent for a person well ac

quainted with' the culture of palms, to discover for me the reason of 

this failure. .. An unhappy attachment'" (observed the man, after a 

moment's inspection) "is the sole cause why this palm-tree produces 

no fruit!" He then climhed up the. trunk. and, looking round on all 

sides, discovered a male palm at no great distance, which he recog

ni,ed as the obicet of my unlucky trec's afl'cetion; and advised me 

to procure some of the powder from its blossoms, and to scatter it 

over her branches. TlUs I did (said the Arab.) and lhe consequence 

was, that my date-tree, whom unrequited love had kept barren, now 

hore me a most abundant harvest !" 

The value of the palm-tree is nol generally appreciated in Jcurope, 

but it is highly prized in Asia and Africa. The followers of Mah.,. 

mel (as appears from Kazwini) believe it to be peculiar to those fa. 

voured countrie, where the religion of the Prophet is professed. 

" Honour the palm-tree," (says this writer, in the words of Mahomet 

himself,) " for she is your father's aunt;" and this distinction (he tcUs 

us) was given to it, because the tree was formed from the remainder 

parceque Ie voi@inage favorise leurs an.ours ; et!;i, au eontrairc . on eloigne l'arbre (emell t' 

.des millel. cetfe distance empeehe quril ne rapporte aueun fruit. Quand on plante UII 
palmier male au milieu des (emelle~. et que, le vent venant a IIouffier, lea femelle~ re

~' oivent I'odeur des fieuM! du male. cette odeur suffit pour rendre fooond. tOUI leI pal, 

mien femellel qui environnent Ie mille . 
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of the clay of which Adam was crcalL'li! It is propagated chietl y (as 

Shaw has informed us) from young shoots taken from the roots of 

full-grown tr~ which, if well transplanted and taken c:are of, will 
yield their fruit in the sixth or seventh year; whereas those that aTe 

raised immediately from the kernels will not bear till about their six

teenth. Nothing further i. necessary to the culture of the palm.

tree, than that it should be well waterL>d once in four or five days, 

and that a few of the lower boughs should be lopped away whenever 

they begin to droop or wither. 'l These" (observes Shaw), "whose 

stumps, or pollices, in being thus gradually left. upon the trunk, 

serve, like so many rOWlds of a ladder, to climb up the tree, either 

to fecundate it, to lop it, or to gather the fruit, are quickly supplied 

with others which hang down from the crown or top, contributing 

not only to the regular and uniform growth of this tall, kuotleso, 

lwautiful tree, but likewise to its perpetual and most delightful ver

dure. To b. eratt.d (Eccles. xxiv. 14.) or toflourish tilee the patm_ 

tree, are as just and proper expressions, ~uitable to the. nature of this 

plant, as to 8pread abroad tilee tlte Cedar ·."~(Psalm xcii. 11.) 

• The palm.treE'. however, though a beautiful tree, is sometimes, it appears, " "('ry 
obetinate one; and the means which we are told, 011 Anb authority, should be U!wd to. 

render it more docile on these occasions would astonish the horticulturists of Europe. 
Wben a palm-tree reCufles to bear (sayt> the Arab author of a treatise on agriculture), 

the owner of it, armed with a ha.tchet, comes to visit it in company with another persoll. 
He then begim by obeerv~ng aloud to his frienn (in order that the date-tree should hea r 
him) " I am goillg to cut down this worthle8S tree, since it no longer bears me any fruit." 
-" Have It care what you do, brother, returns his companion; I Ihould advise you to do 
no 8uch thing-Cor I will venture to predict that thil very year your tree will he covered 
with fruit." "No, no, (repliee the owner,) I am determined to cut. it. down, [or I am 
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In tile immediate neighbourhood of the palm-trees above men

tioned (we mean thos~ to the N.E. of Bengazi) are the salld-hills, 

which form (toget.her with the date-trees) the most remarkable ob· 

jects on this part of' the coast. The occasional mixture of a little 

manure with the sand, and the decay of vegetable matter, have con

tributed to produce at the foot of these hills a very excellent BOil; 

portions of which are inclosed within hedges of the prickly-pear and 

aloe, and near them may be seen a few miserable huts, the abodes of 

the several proprietors, The chief produce of these little gardens 

may be stated to be-melons and pumpkin" of several kinds, melon

zani, or egg-plants, cucumbers, tomatas, red and green peppers, and 

some few of the plants called bamia. 

The sand itself; with a little la~ur, is also made to produce very 

abundantly; so much so, that anyone who had seen the place only 

in the summer time, would scarcely recognise it as the same in the 

winter ~ason, when covered with luxuriant vegetation. The right 

of cultivation appears to be general; and a piece of ground may be 

said to belong to the fu-st person who takes the trouble of inclosing. 

and working it. This, in fact, is no more than just; since the culti-

certain it will produce me nothing;" and then approaching the tree, be proceeds to give 
it two or three stroke! with hi~ hatchet.-u Prsy now! I entreat you, detiat. ... (saya tile 

mediator. holding back the arm of the proprictor)-" Do but observe what a fine tree it 
IS , and have patience for thh. onE' I;l!.B.son more; should it fail afU>r that tu bear you any 
fruit, you may do with it jllst wllat plU plea!IC." The owner?f the tree then allowl him. 
\lelf to be persuaded, and retires without proceeding to any further extremities. Hut 
the threat, alld the few strokes inflicted with the hatchet, haw always, it is l\aid, t.he de· 
sired effect; and the terririt>d palm-tree producea the same year a most abundant supply 
()f nne dalell!!! (Extract from Kazwini, Chrlstornathie Arabe, tom. iii. p. 319.) 
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vated tracts, in thi .. part of the plain, al:e merely so many portions 

rescued from the sandy waste by the industry of the individuals who 

select them; and must therefore be considered as so many additions 

made by the original occupiers to the general stock·. 

The first care of the cultivator is to turn up the sand, and 

spread layers of faggots underneath: the sand is then replaced, 

and over it is sometimes spread a mixed stratum of sand and 

lhanure. 

Upon this the seeds are sown, and care is taken to keep the land 

irrigated by means of numerous well.. of a few feet only in depth. 

Some of these are built round with rough stones, but the water is 

always brackish, and occasionally stinking, owing to the quantity of 

deesyed roots, and other vegetable matter, with which they arc su~ 

fered to be clogged. By the adoption of this short and simple pro

cess, the Rand is soon rendered so productive, that the Arabs prefer 

cultivating it, to the trouble of clearing the rich soil beyond it, to the 

southward, of the broken stones and fragmellts of building with 

which it is thickly interspersed. 

When the rains had subsided, and the health of Lieutenant 

Beechey (which had latterly prevented him from traveUing) allowed 

of it, we set out on our journey to Careora; in order to c.omplete 

that part of the coast whir.h had been left. unfinished between Car-

• The I8rJldy tract bere alluded to is merely formed by depoeites frOID the beach , and 
extend. acaroely halfa Q;lile in~Dd; the country beyond it. all the way to the mountail1l, 

i. a mixture of rook .~',e:t1:ellent soil, with no sand whatever. and i. for the mOl5t part. 
&I Wt' have Rlentioned. well wooded and covered with vegetation. 
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cora and Bengazi: two of our party had before made a trip, along 

the coast, In Ptolemeta, and returned in high spirits with what ,they 

bad met witb in tbat delightful part of the Pentapolis. ' On ' our 

route to Carcora we bad been very much annoyed With a violent and 

parching 'sirocco wind, the heat of wbich would have been sUfficilmtly 

disagreeable and oppressive, without the extreme annoyance of thick 

clouds of sand, whirling everywhere in eddies about us, which were 

driven with such force into our eyes as almost to prevent our making 

use of them. 

Having completed the unfinished part of the coast.line, we re

turned back to Bengazi, and found everything prepared for our jour

ney to the eastward, through the diligence and activity of Lieutenant 

Coffin, wbo had been left at Beagazi for that purpose. During our 

absence at Carcor .. Bey Halil bad left the town, and pitched bis tents 

in the fine plain 'of Merge, a large tract of tabl ... land'on tbe 'top of 

the mountains which 'bound Teuchira and Ptolemeta to the soutb

ward. The object of his journey was to collect the tribute from the 

neigbbouring Bedouin tribes, and this is generally a work of much 

time and trouble, without which the contribution would not be paid 

at all. We had previously arranged witb him tbat Hadood, Sbekb 

of Barka, should bave camels in readiness (on our return from Car

cora) to carry our tents and baggage to the westward; but finding 

tbey had not arrived, we wjth difficulty procured otbers, and set out 

from Bengazi on the seventeenth of April for Teuehira, Ptolemeta, 

and Cyrene. 

The road nom Bengazi to Teuchira and Ptolemeta lies through a 
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very fertile and beautiful country, though a comparatively small por

tion of it only is cultivated. It may be described as a piain, thickly 

covered with wood and flowering shrubs, stretching itself from the 

sea to the foot of the mountains which form the northern limits of 

the Cyrenaica, and narrowing every mile as you advance towards Pta

lemeta, where the mountains run down very close to the sea. We have 

already stated that the space between this range and BengdZi i. 

about fourteen geographic miles; and the distance between it and 

the sea, at Ptolemeta, is no more than a mile, 0< a mile and a half ; 

the whole length of the plain, from Bengazi to Ptolemeta, being fifty. 

seven geographic miles. The sides of the mountains are also thickly 

. clotbed with wood, cbiefly pine, of various kinds, and the juniper i. 

found in great quantities among the other shrubs whicb overspread 

tbem. 

Ravin&, whose sides are equally covered with wood and verdure, 

cross tbe road very frequently, in their course from the mountains to 

the sea; aRdlllost of these, as there is nothing like a bridge over 

any of them, must be nearly impassable in winter. The force 

with which the water rushes down the ravines in the rainy season 

i. evident from tile sligbtest inspection; tbe ground being furrowed 

and tom up in the parts which form the beds of the torrents, and 

e""umbered with trees aud stones of various sizes, washed down from 

the mountains and from the sides of the ravines. Open spaces are 

~ionally ,met with in the woods, some of which are of cou,i

derable extent; these were probably once cultivated, but are 
I, _ - • 

now thickly coWred with grasses of various kinds, 'among which we 
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often observed a great proportion of o.ts produced spontaneously 

from the soil 
Several towers of very solid construction are scattered over this 

plain in various directions j and one of them will be fOWld to corre

spond very well with that called Cafeo, by Edrisi.. It is situated .t 

about the same distance (four miles) from the sea; and has likewise a 

wood to the eastward of it, as he mentions t. It may be re<:koned at 

fifteen miles from Bengazi, .nd not far from it, also to the eastward, 

are the lakes described by Edrisi in the neighbourhood of Cafe .. 

separated, exactly as he mentions, from the sea by ridges of sand, and 

running .Iong parallel with the beach:j:. The water of these lakes is 

stated by Edrisi to be sweet, but it is certainly, in the present day, 

brackish. The Arab name of on~ of these (Zeiana, or iUiana) would 

seem to point out the neighbourhood of Adriana, laid down by Cel

larius between Berenice and Arsinoe, or Teuchira; and manfgrourid

plans of buildings, chiefly dwelling-houses, may be observed at the 

distance of about threc-quarters of • mile from the lake, which pro

bably occupy the site of th.t town . 

• A .pedes of wild artichok~ i8 a40 very commonly found here, which i, eaten raw 
by the Arabs; chiefty however for amU8ement, a.a we see raw turnip!! eaten in other 
countries. 

t See the plan of th:a tower. 1 t is called by the Arabs Guaaer-el-toweel-the..high 
tower-and ia teen from a considt:rable di8tance. 

t Cafez autem eet turris ,ita in n.edia planitie Bernie, habctque ad latull IIUUIl!; orien
tale sylvam propinquam mari, et ipsa distat a mari IV. M.P. Non }X'ocnl etiam a Caln, 
ex parte orientali adest !acns cum longitudine maru. porrectull. et collis areoaa ab eo divi
!lUI, cujl11 tamen aqwe du!ces lunt: occupat hie sua longitudine XIV. Milliaria. latitu
dine medium fere milliare.-(Geog. Nubienul, p. 93.) 
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. At sunset, on the second day, we arrived at Birsis, where there are 

a number of wells, and mutilated fragments of building, of' which it 

. would be impossible to make any satisfactory plan, without a great deal . 

of previous excavation. Birsis occupies a very fertile plain, where there 

is usually an Arsb encampment, and is distant about thirty~ne miles 

from Bengaz"i, -and seven from the city of Teuchira. It is five or six 

miles from the Cyrenaic range, and about a mile and a half from the 

sea. A little to the S.'V. ofDirsis, are other remains of building, which 

assume a more decided charac.ter, and appear to have formed part of a 

toWD. Several arched door-ways are still remaining, and some of the 

walls of the houses are standing, to the height of about ten or twelve 

feet from the present level. The spot on which they stand is now 

much overgrown with high grass and shrubs of various kinds, and the 

buildings have been occasionally added-to by the Arabs; so that it 

",quires a good deal of attention to make out their original plans. 

We were cautioned by the nat.ives, who saw us making our way 

through the high grass and bushes which encumber the ruins, to 

beware of the serpents, which they said were very numerous in the 

place; we, however, sa!" no more than two, one of a dark colour, about 

five feet in length, ond another of smaller dimensions .. The Arsb name 

for tbis placei. Mabny, and Mably (as we heard it pronounced by 

difierent persons· residing on the spot); and appears to be a corrup

tion of N opoli, or Neapolis, with no other change than might reason

ably .be expected from the peculiarities of Arsb pronunciation " 

.. The M 11!1 frequendy pronounced by the Arabs iDfltead of N; and the B always (or 
the Pta IOUM which they have not in their languagei the L and the N are aleo often 



BENGAZI. 

N eapolil! is, however, laid down by Ptolemy hetween the cities of 

Teuclrira and Ptolemeta; and Mably (or Mabny) is seven oreight 

miles to the S.W. of the former of these places; 80 that it will not 

correspond in position with the city which its name appears to indi

cate. We may at the same time observe, that in the position as

signed by Ptolemy to Neapolis we could perceive no remain. which 

were indicative of a town; that we know of no town, described 

under another name, as occupying the site of Mably; and ·that 

the resemblance of that appellation to N ably, which would he the 

Arab pronunciation of Neapolis, is too close to he wholly over

looked. 

Betwoon Birais and the sea (from which we have already said it is 

distant about a mile and a half) .Ilre the remains of two towers, _u

pying the summit of a range of sand-hills on the heach,· and which 

we were unable to visit, in consequence of the marsh. ",hich runs 

along the foot of the range, and separates it from the cultivated land. 

The country about Birsis and Mably is highly productive, wherever 

it is cultivated, and agreeably diversified with shrubs and brushwood .. 

amoug which are a few fig-trees. The plain is here about six miles 
• 

in breadth (from. the sea to the foot of the mountains); and its !!'lne-

ra! appearance, as the Arab tents were seen to rear themselves 

among the low wood and cultivated lands in which they were 

confounded by them, as W~ find them to be frequently by the nativet!J of other coun
tries. 

The Neapolis here mentioned must not be confounded with that whicb baa been iden. 
tified with Leptis Magna. 
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pitched, W88 highly indicativ.e of what one might imagine of patri

archal comfort and tranquillity -. We found the Arabs very hospi

table aJfd obliging, and one of our party, who had strayed from the 

rest, and tl\ken shelter at night.fall in Ol)e. of their tents, was re

ceived and entertained with great kindness and liberality; a sheep 

having been killed, ~pres.ly for his supper, and the WOmen of the 

famiJ,y employed fpr tw~ . hours in prep{U"ing it, in the II\ost savoury 

manner with which they w"", acquainted. While t4. mutton was 

occupying the united. atteiltian of the most accomplished cooks of 

the hOUBehold, (the mother, one of the wives, and the two eldest 

daughters of the host) another wife had prepared a large dish of 

barley-cakes and fried onions, over which was poured some hot 

melted butter: a great portion of this very speedily disappeared 

before the repeated attacks of the hungry guest, whose appetite for 

the sawury meat which was af'rerwards served up to him was not 

quite so great as the dish deserved; the skill of the young wife who 

h,ad cooked the first mess was in consequence highly cmnmended by 

ber spouse, who could no otherwise account for the great Portion of 

meat which was left, !pan by supposing that the first Wah was most 

• As we repa~ the same ,plain in ~ ':lIy. many ~pa of corn .an,d .harle,r were col. 
lected in various parts 01 it, and the greater part of the verdure had disappeared. We 
ii:ulnd the oxen of the place very busily employed in treading out the grain. ill the good 
old-fashioned way practised befor~ the invention of Raila ; while the Arabs, availing 
them.elvel oC a little breeze of wind, were occupied in to88ing up the grain into tile air 
which had, beep. aJ.ready trodd;en out, in order to separate it from the hUlka, after the 
manner often alluded. to in Scripture. Among other inllance. of tlu. allwion, we may 
mentioa ,tb, tra,menu'dt' Nebuchadneft&t'a image, which are compared in D&niel (ii. 25,) 
to H the oW of the au.mmer threIhinM:.iop;r e;arried .. WilY by the wind." 
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to the stranger'. taste; never dreaming that a pound of dough, 

besides butter and onions, could in any way tend to dhnini.h a 

man's appetite. 

Six miles beyond Birsis (in a north..,asterly directi,m) are re

mains of a much more imposing nature than any which we had 
hitherto beheld. They are those of an ancient city, completely 

inclosed wi thin walls of uncommon strength and thickness, which 

are connected at intervals by quadrangular towers, and entered by 

two strongly. built gateways, placed opposite to each other on the 

east and west sides of the city. The town ofTeuchira (for it is that 

to whicb we allude) is situated close to the sea, which, in this part of 

the plain, is distant about four miles froni. the foot of the mountains. 

A part of the town, as well as pf the walls, is built upon a rising 

ground, and the rcst is on a level with the plain; one portion of it 

(to the westward) has been built round a quarry, and what appears 

to have been the citadel is also constructed on the edge of another 

quarry to the eastward, which considerably strengthens its positionr 

Without the walls 011 both sides of the town (we mean on the 

Gast and wcst sides) Me ai'lO very extensive quarries, in which the 
tombs of the early inhabitants of the place have at various periods 

been constructed '. In the'Sc, as well as on the inner part of the 

city walls, are a great many Greek inscriptions; such of which as our 

• The practice of excavating tombs in the neighbourhood of ancient citietl. in the 
quarries (rom which the stone Wl\8 procured for building them, il very general in thia 
part of Africa, and was probably fiT"llt adopted from ita convenience: little more being 
necCMary than to shape the e%cavated ,paces to the size and "form required after the 
8tone had been extracted for architectural purpole'. 
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time allowed us to copy, will be found at the end of the chapter, with 

further details of the huildings; and in the mean time we refer our 

readers t.o the plan of the city annexed . 
• 

Teuchira, or Tauchirn, was a town of Darea, of considerable anti-

quity: its name was changed under the Ptolemies to Arsinoe, and' 

8uboequently (by Mark Antony) to Cleopatris; but its original 

appellation °has survived the others, and it is to this day distin

guished by the name of Tauchira, or Tocra, under which it is known 

to the Arabs. 

The walls of Teuehir. (we are informed hy Procopius O) were 

repaired under the emperor Justinian, and they still remain in a 

state of perfection which sufficiently proves the solidity of the work. 

They are built of very massy blocks of stone, conformably with the 

statement of the historian, many of' which have fonned parts of much 

earlier buildings, as the inscriptions found upon them demonstrate. 

Very little of the history of Teuehira has come down to us; and 

we scarcely know more of it, than that it formed one of the cities of 

tbe l'entapolis. Although it is situated close to the sea, which washes 

the northern face of it, Teuchira could never have been a port; as it 

a1for4s no protection whatever for vessels derived from its natural 

position, and there are not the slightest traces now visible of anything 

liIre a cothon having been constructed there; which, indeed, it would 

have been folly to ·have attempted in the exposed situation of the 

pl8cet· 

• De A.edi&cii .. 
t The water it &lao too deep ·to admit of one. and becomea I!)() 00 a ludden within a 

r.w feet of the beach. 
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Traces of Christianity are still visible in the remams ofa 

handsome church in this city. which may perllaps he attributed 

to the piety or the munificence of Justinian, so conspicuously 

displayed in similar structures throughout his extensive dominions. 

The account which Druce has given us of Ptolemcta proves evi

dently that he confounded it with Teuchira, since he tells us 

of its walls, "which he found entire, on which were a prodigious 

number of Greek inscriptions;" whereas there are no remains of 

walls at Ptolemeta, (with the exception of a noble gateway by 
which those which once existed were connected,) that are more 

than a foot above the ground; and we have already stated, that 

the walls of Teuchira correspond with IJrucc's description. The 

same writer adds that he found gothing at Arsinoe. or at Barca, and 

we are somewhat at a loss to know what places he intend. to point 

out as the spot. which he considers to have heen occupied by the 

two cities mentioned. \Ve have given the details which we were 

enabled to collect of Teuchir. at the end of the present chapter, 

and shall therefore abstain from further mention of it here, and pro

ceed with the other parts of our narrative. 

We may, however, remark that it abounds in wells of ex~llent 

water, which are reserved by the Arabs for their summer con

sumption, and ollly resorted to when the more inland supplies 

are exhausted; at other times Teuchira (we were informed) is 

uninhabited. Many of the excavated tombs, which we have men

tioned above, are occupied as dwelling-hou.e. by the Arabs during 

their Bummer visits to this part of the coWJt; ·and from thecir~um-
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.tance of their being much cooler at that season than the external 

atmosphere, are certainly very pleasant abodes. 

Here also, as at Carcora, we were very much annoyed with the 

parching sirocco ~ind ; . and our Chaous, from Bcngazi, a very stout 

Retive fellow, was seized, in consequence, with a violent fever, and 

was unable to continue his jourl!cy, \\Te left him, however, in very 

good hands, and he rejoined us, on his recovery, at ]Jtolemeta. 

From Teuchir, to Ptolemeta is about eighteen miles (geographic), 

and the road between these places leads along the se~ast, which 

gradually approaches the mountains. The ,oil is excellent, and the 

country is for the most p,rt well cultivated; the wood being chiefl} 

confined to the sides of the mountains and to those of the ravines 

which cross the road. In approaching Ptolemeta, the attention is 

first arrested by a large and very lofty quadrangular tomb, con

.8truCted on a basis of solid rock, which has been purposely insulated 

from the quarry in which it stands, and shaped also into a quadran

gular form. This object assumes the appearauce of a lofty tower, and 

fonns a very striking feature in the scenery about Ptolemt:!ta, being 

seen from a considerable distance. 

Signor Della Cella has supposed that this noble monument, "vera

.... ente" (as he observes) "di regia grandezza," was erected by the 

.. venth of the PtoleJoies surnamed Physcon, or Euergetcs the 

iecond, purposely asa tomh for himself'. 

It i. probable, bow~ver, that the restless and ambitious spirit of 

.tIlls .prim., looked forward at all times to the sovereign ty of Egypt, 

even after the mediation of the Romans, by which the Cyrenaica 
j Z 2 
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was ass.igned to him as a kingdom. However this may be, it will be 

seen, from the plan and section of the structure in question, (which we 

have given in the details of Ptolemeta,) that it was not intended for 

the tomb of a single person, but as that of a nUJIlcrous family, in 

which no one appears to have been particularly distinguished from 

the rest. There was originally, perpaps, some inscription Over the 

entrance of the tomb by which the name and the honours of the per

sons it inclosed were set forth; but as this part of the structure has 

been purposely injured, it is probable that the inscription, if ever 

there existed one, was at thr. same time effaced. 

At any rate, though we looked very attentively for some appear

ance of letters, we were unable to distinguish any "; and we will 

merely suggest, with regard to lhis mausoleum, that it was certainly 

appropriated to some family of distinction, (it may he to some part of 

that of the Ptolemies,) since there is none so conspicuous or so hand .. 

some in any part of the neighbourhood of Ptolemeta. 

The next object which presents itself in approaching the town is 

the insulated gateway which we have mentioned above, standing now 

like a triumphal arch overlooking the town, but which was originally 

connected with the walls. On reaching the summit of the elevated 

spot upon which this gatcway has been erected, the remains of Pta

lemeta lie hefore you, st.retched out in various parts of the beautiful 

plain in which it is built, sloping down from the mountains to the 

sea. It appears to have occupied about a square mile of ground, 

and a more agreeable position could not anywhere have been chosen, 
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on this part of the coast of the Cyrenaica, than that which has been 

·/ixed upon for the port of Barca. 

Tbe barbour bas been chiefly formed by art (one side of it only 

being sheltered by nature); and the remains of th" cothon are 

stiD very conspicuous, though much encumbered with sand *. 
An Amphitheatre and two Theatres are still visible at Ptolemeta: 

the latter are close to the remains of a palace, of which three 

columns only arc now standing; and the former is constructed in a 

large quarry, in which the seats have been .partly excavated, those 

parts only having been built which could not be formed in the 

quarry itself. The interior court of the palace above-mentioned is 

still covered '\\ith tessellated pavement, and beneath it arc very spa

cious arched cisterns, or reservoirs, communicating with each other, 

and receiving air and light from t.he court-yard above them '~. The 

remaining columns of this building, which we imagine to have been a 

palace, are those which Bruce has describt,>d as forming part of the 

portico belonging to an Ionic temple. and as having been executed 

"in the first manner" of that order. The details of theIn, (he adds,) 

with all the parts that could be preserved, are in the King's collec

tion, The proportions and style of the columns in question do not 

(we must confess) apperu', in our estimation, to partake much of the 

early character of tbe Ionic; but were the resemblance in reality 

JIIllch greater than it i., the existence of a Greek inscription which 

• A further delCription of the Harbour and Cothon will be found. with other detaila 
of Ptolameta, at the end of the chapter. 

t See the plan of theee in the plate prefi.x~ to page 367. The columns are given in 
the vignette at th~ beginning of this chapter. 
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i~ built into the basement of the columns, bearing the names of 

Cleopatra and Ptolemy Philometor·, (together with another, turned 

upside down, mentioning that of Arsinoe conjointly with Ptolemy 

and Berenice,) would prevent our attributing an earlier date to 

them than the reigns of the sovereigns recorded. 

The ravines which form the eastern and western boundaries 

of Ptolemeta (particularly that· to the eastward) are wild and 

romantic in the extreme; and one might imagine ooe's-self trans

ported, in winding along them, to the beantiful secluded valleys of 

Switzerland and Savoy. It is true that in the Cyrenaica nature is 

on a less extended scale than in the mountainous districts we have 

mentioned; but it appears in a form no less captivating on that 

account; and we will venture to s~, that if a person who had travelled 

in those countries should be suddenly dropt into the eastern valley 

of Ptolemeta., without being told where he was, he would certainly 

suspect himself to be in Olle of them. He would never, for a 

moment, dream of being in Africa-that parched and barren region 

of desert monotony so horrid in European estimation. For our 

own parts we shall never forget the delight which we expe

rienced, at every new tum of the valley, as fresh objects of 

interest presented themselves to our view on either side of this 

enchanting retreat. 

We had already passed through a very interesting country, in our 

journey from Bengazi to Ptolerneta; and we bad long forgotten the 

, The iJlscriptiona will be found in the plate prefixed to Cqapter 14. 
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drl'l'ry swamps and insipidity of the Syrtis, where only one t~e. hod 
been seen to rear itself in a space of more than four hundred 

miles. 

It could not, therefore, be contrast that made the vallies of Ptole

meta appear to us in such captivating forms and colours-it was the 

simple impression which Nature's favourite spots never fail to create 

on the imagination-heightened only, perhaps, by the solitude of the 

scene, and the wild, romantic elegance of its character. There art! 

beauties which may be fdt, but cannot be described; and the charm 

of romantic scenery is one of them. 

We will not therefore attempt any other description of the casten. 

valley of l'tolemeta, than by remarking that it rises gradually from 

the sea, winding through forests of pine and flowering :shrubs, (which 

thicken as the sides of the mountain on which they grow become 

higher and more abrupt,) till it loses itself in the precipitous part "f 

the range which bounds it to the southward, and which presents a dark 

barrier of thickly-planted pines, shooting up into the blue sky above 

them. The windings of the valley greatly add to its beauty, and the 

scenery increases in interest at every turn, in tracing it up towards the 

DIOuntains in which it loses itself. Sometimes the path is impeded by 

trees, which throw their branches across it, leaving only a narrow pas
sage beneath them; and sometimes, .on emerging from t1Lis dark and 

difficult approach, a broad sweep of verdant lawn will suddenly pre

sent itself, f.nced in, apparently, on all Hides, hy high walls of vario .... 
eolou~ pines, rising one above the hend of th~ other, in all the gran. 

<leur of uniformity. On reaching the opposite end of this verdant 
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amphitheatre, a new scene presents itself, 'before unsuspected; and 

the rambler, bewildered with variety, finds himself utterly inca

pable of deciding which pleases him most, or when he shall reel 

himself equal to the task of tearing himself away from the spot. We 

confess that, when first we discovered this valley, the shades of night 

surprised us before we thought the sun had set, far in its deepest 

recesses; and we never afterwards visited it without regretting that 

our occupations would not allow us more leisure to admire it. 

Among the trees which clothe the sides of' the m'ountains are 

many handsome 8tonc sarcophagi of Greek and Uoman workmanship, 

all of which, however, we found had been opened i and among them 

seats of the same material were occasionally observed to have been 

placed, as if the spirits of the dellJl. loved to linger about the spot 

which had so much delighted them when living. We should wil

lingly have devoted a great portion of our' time to the same pleasing 

occupation, and have passed whole days in wandering among the 

tombs, in making plans and drawings of them, and searching for 

inscriptions: but fate had not decreed us so agreeable a lounge, and 

after securillg in our portfolios some of the principal objects of the 

place, we set out without further delay for Cyrene, which we had 
letermined <as our time was now limited) should form the chief 

Jbject of inquiry. 'Ve had, however, arranged that, on our retum 

from Cyrene, the plan of the town and neighbourhood of Ptolemet;a 

(which will he found annexed) should he completed; and that draw

ings should ~ made of such of the most conspicuous objects as had 

not heen already secured, all of which was eventually sccomplished. 
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It will be seen, by a reference to the plan of Ptolemeta, that the 

position of the town was remarkably well chosen. In its front was the 

sea; and on either side a ravine, along which are still seen traces offor~ 

tification, secured its flanks from any sudden attack; while the only 

passes by which it could be apprbached from the high ridb'C of moun· 

tains to the southward, were defended (as will appear in the plan) by 

strong barriers drawn completely across them: the whole town, at the 

same time, was originally inclosed within a wall which may still be 

traced to considerable extent, running parallel with the mountains at 

the back, and extending from these, along the banks of the ravines, 

to the sea. Two bridges appear (from the existing remains) to bave 

been thrown across each of the ravines j one of ~hich is to this day 

. tolerably perfect, and is faithfully represented, in its actual condition, 

in the drawing wbich is given of it (page 362); several forts were 

also scattered about in various directions, both within and without 

tbe walls, contributing at one" to tbe beauty and security of the 

place. The situation of the town in other respects W3!1i 'also remark

ably good. It sloped down gradually from the bigh ground which 

forms the foof of the mountains at its back, (and which sheltered it 

from the soutberly winds,) and must consequently have enjoyed the 

full benefit of the cool northern breezes, so grateful in all hot 

.limateg. In fact, there is no place on the coast of Northern Africa, 

between Ptolemeta and Tripoly, which can at all be compared with 

the former of these places, for beauty, convenience, and security of 

position, Lebd. alonl' excepted. We are, however, infarmed, that the 

toWn of Ptolemeta· suJfered at one time so severely from want of 
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water, that the inhabitanu were obliged to relinquish tbeu bOl''''" 

and disperoe themselve. about the country in different JirCC\.iO.D8, 

The reparation of the aqueducto and cisterns of the town, which, it 

seems, had fallen into decay, restored Ptolemeta to its former Bou

rishing state; and this act is recorded, among many others of a simi

lar nature performed at the command of Justinian, in the eulogy of 

that emperor by Procopius. As Ptolemeta is unprovided with 

springs, the care of its reservoirs and aqueducts must have been at 

all times peculiarly essential ; and we find that its buildings of thi. 

class are among the most perfect of its existing remains . 

. It is probable that tbe cisterns we have mentioned above,. a. being 

situated under the tesselated pavement of the 'edifice whi,!l,. Druce can. 
a temple, were among those allude~ to by Proeopius, They consist of 

two divisions of arched chambers, running parallel with each other, 

which are connected by others of shorter dimensions, running in an 

opposite direction. They communicate mutually, by means of small 

door-ways, of the form whieb will be seen in the plan (page 3~7), and 

circular apertures were left at intervals in the roof; which received 

light and air from the court-yard ahove them, and might have served 

equally as entrances to the cisterns, or as places from which the 
water might be drawn up in buckets. They have all of them been 

coated with an excellent cement, which is still, for the most part, 

very perfect, and occupy a square of about an hundred feet. : lie 
may suppose that these reservoirs were occasionally availeble 'as sup

plies for the general use of the town, since the remaina of an aque

duct leading from them through the centre of it are still vi.ible,· ... 
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will "Fpea, in the plan of Ptolemeta. There are also remains of stone ' 

conductonleading into these cisterns from the mountains at the hack 

of .the town. and as rain usually falls in great quantities during the 

winter they must have .been for the most part well supplied. We 

oearched in vain for some inscription on the walls of these buildings 

. which might throw light on the period of their construction or resto. 

ration, but were unable to discover onc in any part of them: the 

arches which form the roofs are well turned and constructed in the 

uoual manner, with a key-stone. We may add, that these cisterns 

otill afford a very copious supply to the Ardb tribes of the neighbour. 

hood, although no care is taken to lead the rain into them; and 

we found the water which they contained on our arrival at Ptolemeta 

uncommonly cool and delightful. 

The greater part of the town, on our first visits to it, was thickly 

.overgrown with wild marigolds and camomile, to a height of four and 

five teet, and patches of corll were here and there observable grow

ing equally within the city walls·. The solitude of the place was 

at the same time unbroken by animals of any description; if we except 

•• mll number of jackals and hyrenas, which strayed down after 

IlUnset in search of water, and. few owls and hats which started out 

from the ruins as we disturbed them by our near and unexpected 

approaeh. Appeals of this kind are always irresistible; and the 

.-uast which presented itself between the silence and desolation 

Af'te.riowing the eOrD, the Arabs leave it to enjoy the advantage!! of the winter 
nJDi, " ~nd never l"eturn to it till it comes to maturity and it ready to be cut and canied 
.'WII1. 
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·which . characterized the city of Ptolemeta when we visited it, and 

the busy scene which a spectator of its former wealth and magni

ficence would have witnessed under the Ptolemies and the C""",rs, 

afforded a ~triking and, we must say, a melancholy example of the 

uncertainty of all human greatness. 

If the exuberant vegetation we have mentioned appeared to be 

rather out of its place, it was not less a source of inconvenience than 

regret, for we had the pleasl\Te of being obliged to wade through 

it up to our arm-pits ill making our way to the different buildings; 

amI it may readily be imagined that this tiresome operation, after the 

heavy rains whieh fell occasionally at night, was no treat on a cool 

cloudy morning. The brushing through a turnip field, or one of 

mangel-wurzel, which many of oUf#,caders have no doubt often tried 
with a double-barrelle..! gun upon their shoulders, is nothing to the 

tramping we have mentioned; for not only our boots and trowsers 

were qljickly wet through with the heavy drops which we brushed 

from their lodgments, but our shirt-slceves and jackets, and sometimes 

even our turbans, were also well soaked on these occasions. ..(\ very. 

different scene presented itself on our, return from Cyrene, when the 

summer heat had begun to exert its influence. Not a leaf or a stalk 

remained of all the impediments we have alluded to, and the prevailing 

colour of the place, which we had left a bright green, had heen suc

ceeded by a dusky brown. The corn had been cut and carried, leaving 

scarcely any traces of its having been formerly growing; and the ruins 

were left exposed, in all their naked desolation, glaring on the eye 

of the spectator. We had now to encounter inconveniences ,of a , 


