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Goths or Vandals, when, after having given a short assent to the
truth of this remark, we turned towards the mountain from which
the water issued, and entering an excavated chamber which presented
itself, began to examine its connexion with the stream.

We found that a channel had been cut from this apartment far
into the bowels of the rock, (at the height of about five feet from
the level of the chamber,) along which the water flowed rapidly
from the interior, and precipitated itself in a little cascade into a
basin, formed to receive it, on a level with the floor of the apart-
ment : from hence it passed out into the open space in front of the
mountain. The channel forms a passage of about four feet in height,
and is about three feet in breadth; the sides and roof are flat, but
the bed of the stream,,which occupies the whole width of the
passage, is worn into irregular forms by the strong and constant
action of the water.

We inquired of the Chaous how far the channel continued to
wind into the heart of the rock, and what it cventually led to; but
he could only inform us that its length had never been ascertained,
and that it was known to be the haunt of demons and fairies, as the
Arabs of the place (he said) could testify! It would have been
useless to assert our disbelief of this statement, that is, of the latter
part of it; and having satisfied ourselves by examining this myste-
rious passage, as far as the day-light extended, and ascertaining that
it continued still farther into .the mountain, we determined to take
an early opportunity of bringing lights and exploring it to the end,
and proceeded to examine the other parts of the excavation. On
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one side of the cascade are two excavated chambers, or rather one
chamber divided into two compartments; and in the farther division
is a second basin, sunk below the level of the chamber, which appears
to have originally communicated with the stream by means of a small
aperture in the rock just above it; but no water at present finds its
way through this opening, and the basin would be dry were it not
for the rain which washes into it from without during the winter
season. It is probable that this reservoir was originally devoted to
the service of the priests who had the charge of the sacred stream,
in the performance of their religious ceremonics. Nearly opposite
to it is what appears to have been the principal entrance; and we
found here a tablet, broken in two pieces, which seems to have fallen
from over the doorway, and nefir it the fragment of a fluted, engaged
column. On the tablet is sculptured three female figures, joining
hands as if performing a sacred dance: the mode of executing the
draperies in this bas-relief would seem to point it out as belonging
to a very early period; and the difference of style between it and
another bas-relief which we found near it, representing a female
hgure crowning a term, will be obvious on a reference to the plates
of the two performances given. The last-mentioned tablet is of white
marble, in excellent style, and finished with all the delicacy and taste
of the most refined periods: the upper part of it appeared at first
sight to be naked, but on a more attentive inspection it was found
to be covered with what is evidently intended for a light, transparent,
drapery, the few folds of which are very slightly, though very clearly
defined, and result with great propriety as well as simplicity from
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the easy and graceful action of the figure. As the tablet has lain
for ages with its face towards the ground, the polish still remains
very. conspicuously upon its surface; and contributes to give an
additional air of finish to this tasteful and interesting performance.

The group we first mentioned is executed in sandstone; and it
will be seen that the style of it, although characterised by archaism,
is by no means deficient either in sentiment or taste, or distinguished
by an ignorance of the rules of art. The faces in both of these
tablets have been mutilated, and other parts of the compositions, as
will be seen by the plates, are wanting.

In front of the fountain two porticoes appear to have been
erected, if we judge from the channels which are cut in the surface
of the rock, into which the pediments seem to have been inserted ;
and on a part of the cliff, at right angles with the face of the rock, is
an inscription in Doric Greek recording the name of a priest who
built one of the porticoes in question

It is probable that the separation of a part of the cliff from the
- rest, in consequence of the foundation having given way, was the
cause of the destruction of the portico of Dionysius, (the name which
is mentioned in the inscription ;) no other indications of which now
remain except the marks we have alluded to in the surface of the
rock. The front of the fountain is however much encumbered with
soil, washed down by the winter rains from above; and parts of the
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portico may yet be found beneath it should this place be excavated
at any future period: the chambers within are also much encum-
bered with the same material, washed in through the entrance where
the tablet was discovered, and it is by no means improbable that
interesting remains might be found underneath the soil which is
collected there.

There is a good deal of building in front of the mountain (without
the limits which we may suppose to have been occupied by the
portico of Dionysius,) of which it seems difficult to establish the
nature ; if it be not in some way connected with the reception of the
water, and its distribution over the town of Cyrene. It appears to
us that the stream was originally confined, and raised by lateral
compression to a height suffitient to allow of its being conducted
into different parts of the town, the level of which is considerably
above that of the fountain itself; but in what precise manner this
object was accomplished we will not here venture to suggest. The
remains of an aqueduct are still visible on the brow of the hill,
from which the cliff descends perpendicularly to the fountain,
leading from thence to the brink of a ravine on the bpposite side,
down which also flows another stream of excellent water. From
the traces of building which we perceiveﬂ about this ravine we
should imagine that the aqueduct had been formerly thrown
across it, and the water distributed over the cultivated grounds
which lie without the walls of the city; at present the stream
which flows down it, as well as that of the fountain already
described, finds its way over the country below into the sea,
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and is no otherwise serviceable than -as it affords an occasional
draught to the Bedouins who frequent the neighbourhood during
the summer, and to the cattle who drink with their masters. The
excavated chambers of the fountain of Apollo* are occupied at this
season by flocks of sheep and goats, and the whole of the level space
in front of the mountain is thickly covered at such times with these
animals, as well as with numerous herds of cattle, attracted thither
by the water which now strays over its surface. ~When we first
arrived at Cyrene these intruders had not made their appearance :
and we rambled about, to our great comfort and satisfaction, without
meeting a single living creature besides those of our own party in
the day time, and a few jackalls and hyznas in the morning and
evening, which always ran off on our approach.

After satisfying our thirst, and, in some degree, our curiosity, at the
fountain, we descended a few feet to some remains which we per-
ceived on a level piece of ground below it ; and found that they were
those of a peripteral temple which, from the fragment of an inscrip-
tion that we discovered among its ruins, mentioning the name of
the Goddess, appears to have been dedicated to Diana.

Little more than the ground-plan of this temple is now remaining,

and most of the columns are buried beneath the soil ; we were able,

In speaking of the fountain to which the Libyans conducted the founders of Cyrene,
Herodotus says, ayayovres 3¢ oQeas emi xgmvmv Asyomevmy evas AmolAwvos, aimav—** Avdges
Examves, svravra vmiv emirndeoy omesy' evravta yag 6 ovgavos terpmras.”’—(Melp. gvn').

And as the stream here alluded to is the principal fountain of the place we may sup-
pose it with probability to have been that of Apollo.
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however, to ascertain that the portico was hexastyle, and the columns
about four feet and a half in diameter : those on the south side are
so completely buried that no traces of them whatever are visible ;
but from those which are still in their places on the opposite side we
were led to suppose that the number of columns was no more than
ten, instead of eleven, which is the usual proportion in peripteral
temples according to the rules laid down by Vitruvius®. As the
number of lateral intercolumniations would not, with this disposition,
be double the number of those in the front, the whole length of the
temple in question could not be equal to twice its breadth, which
we accordingly find to be the case: and it is probable, therefore, that
the ®des, or body of the temple, was built before the other parts of
it, and that the columns and pbrticoes were, added at a subsequent
period, and the number of pillars regulated by the dimensions of
what was already constructed. At the same time the width of
the intercolumniations does not appear to have been greater than
seven feet, which is scarcely more (as compared with the size of
the shaft) than the shortest space allowed between columns in Greek
and Roman architecturet. There are no columns, at either end,

* There are, however, many exceptions to this rule, which does not appear to have
been by any means generally adopted by the Greeks. The number of columns on the
flanks of temples seem to haves been usually (at the same time) wmore than double the
number in front, and seldom less Hy more than one, the proportion given by Vitruvius.

t+ The pycnostyle is the least intercolumniation allowed by Vitruvius, and is one dia-
meter and a half of the column at the bottom of the shaft; but neither this proportion,
nor that of the systyle, which is equal to two diameters of the column, are recommended
by him for general adoption: since “ the matrons (he adds) who go to their sup-
plications, mutually supporting each other, cannot pass through the intercolumniations
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between the ante in this temple; and the walls of the @des must
have been continued from the angle till they reached the jambs of
the doorways. If the statue of the deity looked towards the west (as
recommended by Vitruvius, chap. v.)* it must have been placed in
the pronaos, and not in the cella, to have been seen through the
doorway from without ; for the wall which divides the cella from the
pronaos continued too far across the interior to have allowed of any
door in the centre of it, opening from one.of these to the other, (as
will appear by the plan ;) and it would be absurd to look for a com.
munication between them in any other part of the wall.  Under this
disposition, had the statue been in the cella, and its face turned
towards the west, it must have looked against the wall in question ;
and could not have been seen at all from the western front of the
templet. I¥rom the portions of Doric entablature which we per-

(those of the pycnosfyle and systyle dimensions are intended) unless they separate and
walk in ranks. The view of the entrance, and of the statues themselves, is also obstructed
when the columns are placed so little apart; and the ambulatory, whose width is
governed by the interval between the columns, is inconvenient from its being so narrow.”
—~Wilkins’s Vitravius, vol. i. p. 11, 12.

* ¢« The temples of the gods vught to be so placed that the statue, which has its sta.
tion in the cella, should, if there be nothing to interfere with such a disposition, face the
west; in order that those who come to make oblations and offer sacrifices may face the
east, when their view is directed towards the statue : and those who come to impose upon
themselves the performance of vows, may have the temple and the east immediately
before them. Thus the statues they regard wilk appear as if rising from the east and
looking down upon the suppliants.”—(Wilkins's Vitruvius, vol. i. p. 79.)

+ The most ancieat position of temples appears to have been east and west, with the
entrance, or frontispiece, towards the west ; and the statue of the deity looking towards
the same point ; so that they who worshipped should have their faces turned towards the
rising sun. The contrary aspect was, however, adopted at an early period, and appears
to have been universal in later ages whenever local causes did not interfere with such an

arran gement.
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ceived among the ruins of this temple, we may conjecture that it
was of that order; but we could no where discover anv parts of the
capitals belonging to the columns, and the bases, if ever there were
any, are buried under the soil which has accumulated about the
building. It will be seen by the plate (page 430) that there is a
building attached to this temple on the northward which has no con-
nection with its original plan; and there are other remains of build-
ing beyond these, and to the westward of them, which will require
excavation to determine their plans. We have already mentioned
the fragment from which we have ventured to conjecture that the
temple was dedicated to Diana; and we may add that a mutilated
female figure (of which we have given a drawing, page 427) was
also found close to its northernavall. The statue, it will be seen, is
in a sitting position; and a part of the chair only was visible when
we first discovered it among the heavy fragments«of building with
which it was encumbered, as well as with the soil which had
accumulated about it. We succeeded, however, after some trouble
in clearing it, and were rather disappointed at finding so little
of it remaining. The girdle which encircles the waist of this
figure has been executed with great care and precision; it is
represented as closely tied, and the ends of it, which hang down
in front, are finished with little tassels strongly relieved from
the surface of the drapery; this object, in fact, seems to have
been one of primary importance with the sculptor, and may have
been intended (if we suppose it to have been the statue of
Diana) to pomnt out symbolically the peculiar characteristic of
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the goddess, her attachment to (or rather her orofession of) ver-
petual celibacy *.

- It was between the remains of the temple of Diana and the foun-
tain that we . discovered the beautiful bas-relief of white marble
which we have already mentioned above; and near it we found the
torso of a male figure the size of life (also of white marble) executed
in the best style of Grecian sculpture.

A little beyond this temple the level tract of ground stretching out
from the base of the cliff from which the fountain issues is terminated
by a strongly-built wall, the top of which is even with the surface; it
has been built for the purpose of keeping up the soil, which would
otherwise, from the abrupt descent of the ground, be washed down by
the winter rains and-the buildings upon it exposed to be undermined.
This wall, which is a very conspicuous object from below, must have
formed in its perfect state an admirable defence, as it would have
effectually precluded the possibility of any approach to the place
from the country beneath. Since the waters of the fountain have
been left to their natural course the stream pours itself over the top
of the wall in a pretty, romantic-looking cascade; the effect of which
is heightened by the trees growing up against the barrier, amongst
whose branches the water dashes in its passage to the plains below.
A few paces beyond the first wall the ground again descends abruptly
and is kept up by a similar structure; after which it continues to do

» The closely-drawn girdle of tl:;e ladies of antiquity, like the snood of the Scottish

maidens, was symbolical of an unmarried state; and to loosen it was part of the nuptial
ceremony.



434 MERGE TO CYRENE.

so more rapidly, each descent being quickly succeeded by another,
till they finish altogether at the foot of the mountain.

The position of Cyrene is, in fact, on the edge of a range of hills of
about eight hundred feet in height, descending in galleries, one below
another, till they are terminated by the level ground which forms the
summit of a second range beneath it. At the foot of the upper
range, on which the city was built, is a fine sweep of table-land most
beautifully varied with wood, among which are scattered tracts of
barley and corn, and meadows which are covered for a great part
of the year with verdure. Ravines, whose sides are thickly covered
with trees, intersect the country in variqus directions, and form the
channels of the mountain-streams in their passage from the upper
range to the sea. The variéd tract of table-land of which we are
speaking extends itself east and west as far as the eye can reach; and
to the northward (after stretching about five miles in that direction)
it descends abruptly to the sea. The lower chain, which runsall along
the coast of the Cyrenaica, is here, as it is at Ptolemeta and other
places, thickly covered with wood,and intersected, like the upper range,
with wild and romantic ravines; which assume grander features as
they approach the sea. The height of the lower chain may be esti-
mated at a thousand feet, and Cyrene, as situated on the summit of
the upper one, is elevated abopt eighteen hundred feet from the level
of the sea, of which it commands an extensive view over the top of
the range below it*. For a day or two after our first arrival at

¢ The height of the upper range from the level of the sea, as obtsined by Captain
Smyth from a sea base, was 1575 feet.—The dip of the visible sea horizon, repeatedly
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Cyrene a thick haze had settled over the coast, and we were not
aware that the sea was seen so plainly from the town as we after-
wards found it to have been. When the mist cleared away the view
was truly magnificent; and may be said to be one of those which
remain impressed upon the mind, undiminished in interest by a
comparison with others, and as strongly depicted there after a lapse
of many years as if it were still before the eyes. We shall never
forgét the first effect of this scene (on approaching the edge of the
height on which Cyrene is situated) when the fine sweep of land which
lies stretched at the foot of the range burst suddenly upon us in all
its varied forms and tints; and imagination painted the depth of
the descent from the summit of the distant hills beneath us to the
coast, terminated by the long uninterrupte;l line of*blue, which
was distinguished rising' high in the misty horizon. If we knew
in what the powers of description consisted we should be tempted
to employ them on this occasion; and would endeavour to convey
to the minds of our readers the same impressions of the beautiful
position of Cyrene which the view of it suggested to ourselves.
But one glance of the eye is, we fear, worth more, in calling up the
feelings which are produced by fine scenery, than all that description
is capable of effecting ; and the impressions which time will never
efface from our own minds would never (it is probable) be stamped, by
words of ours, on the minds of those in whom we could wish to excite

measured by us with & theodolite from the summit, was 42' 00", which, adding - for
terrestrial refraction, gives 2003 feet for the height—the mean of these, which we have

adopted, is 1805 feet.
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them. Under this conviction we will turn from the view before us,
and proceed to describe a very remarkable peculiarity in the northern
face of the heights of Cyrene. We have already stated that the
side of the mountain descends abruptly, in this direction, to the plain
below ; not by a single, unbroken descent, but in ledges, or galleries,
one above another, which terminate only in the plain itself. The
Cyreneans have judiciously taken advantage of this formation, and
shaped the ridges alluded to into practicable roads leading along the
side of the mountain, which have originally communicated in some
instances one with another by means of nagrow flights of steps cut in
the rock. The roads are to this day very plainly indented with the
marks of chariot wheels deeply sunk in their smooth stony surface ;
and appear tb have been the fvourite drives of the inhabitants who
enjoyed from them the delightful view which we have despaired of
being able to place before our readers. The rock, in most instances,
rises perpendicularly from one side of these a¢rial galleries, and is
excavated into innumerable tombs, which have been formed with
great labour and taste, and the greater number of them have been
adorned with architectural facades built against the smooth. side of
the rock itself, contributing materially to increase the interest,
and to add to the beauty of the drives. When the rock would serve
for the porticoesin front of the tombs, without any addition of build-
ing, it was left in the forms required ; and if only a part of it would
serve, the remainder was added by the architect. This mode of pro-
ceeding added greatly to the strength of the work, and was probably
attended, at the same time, with a saving of labour. ‘The outer sides
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of the roads, where they descended from one range to another; were
ornamented with sarcophagi and monumental tombs, and the whole
sloping space between the galleries was completely filled up with
similar structures. These, as well as the excavated tombs, exhibit
very superior taste and execution; and the clusters of dark green
furze and slender shrubs with which they are now partly overgrown,
give an additional effect, by their contrast of forms and colour, to
the multitude of white buildings which spring up from the midst of
them. We have endeavoured in the drawing here annexed, to give
some idea of this remarkable scene; but although we have copied it
with fidelity, and with all the care which our time allowed, the effect
of our view falls very far short of that which is produced by the scene
itself*. _ _

On leaving the fountain and the temple of Diana we descended
the side of the hill and took our course along the galleries we have
mentioned, passing with some difficulty from one to another, through
the thick furze with which the ground is overspread, and entering
the most conspicuous of the excavated tombs which we pussed in our
route along the roads.

They usually consisted of a single chamber; at the end of which,
opposite the doorway, was an elegant, highly finished facade, almost
always of the Doric order, cut in the smooth surface of the rock itself
with great regularity and beauty of execution. It generally repre-

* We may add, that the circumstgnce of being obliged to reduce our drawing (which
is a large one) to the size of a quarto plate, has, at the same time, operated to its dis-
advantage, as might naturally indeed have been expected.
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sentell a portico, and the number of columns by which it was sup-
posed to be supported varied according to the length of the tomb.
The spaces between the columns themselves also varied ; the porticoes
being sometimes monotriglyph, and sometimes ditriglyph, according
to the fancy of the architect. Between the columns were the celle (if
we may call them so) for the reception of the ashes or the bodies of
the deceased, cat far into the rock, at right angles with the facade ; and
the height of these was necessarily regulated by that of the columns
from the level of the chamber*. As the spaces between the columns
were wider, or otherwise, the width of the celle varied accordingly,
there never being more than one of these recesses between any two of
the columns. The cell had often separate facades on a smaller scale
than the principal one, but alfays of the same order; and they were
occasionally made to represent doorways: the entrance to them
appears to have been originally closed with a tablet of stone on which
there was probably some inscription recording the names of the
persons within. In some instances part of such a tablet was left
standing, but we never found one entire in any of the tombs, and
very rarely saw fragments of them at all. As most of the chambers
are, however, much encumbered with soil washed in by the rains
through the doorway of the tomb, it is probable that some of these
might be found entire on excavating either the chambers themselves,

* It must be recollected that these facades were merely representations of porticoes,
and that the columns did not project farther from the surface than half their own
diameter.
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or the ground immediately about the entrance to them The
cellz were sometimes sunk to a considerable depth below the levels
of t]_le chambers, and contained ranges of bodies or cineral urns
placed one above another, each division being separated from that
above and beneath it by a slab of stone, resting on a projecting
moulding which was raised on two sides of the cella. There are also
divisions, in many instances, in the length of the cellae, some of them
containing three and four places for bodies on the same level, but
these are always ranged (to use a naval phrase) head and stern of
each other ; and we never saw an instance in which any two of them
were parallel. In fact, the width of the cella, which, we have already
stated, was regulated by the space between the columns, would have
rendered such an arrangement impossible, since it was of the same
breadth in all parts, whatéver_might beits extent in length and depth.
For a more complete idea of these elegant mansions of the dead we
refer our readers to the plates containing the ground-plans and ele-
vations of such of them as we had time to secure on paper. It will be
seen that the proportions of the several members of the entablature
varied considerably in the few instances given ; and indeedy we may say
that there are scarcely-two facades where the measurements exactly
correspond+.

* All the excavated tombs were not provideq with antechambers, and the cellwe in
such cases commenced from the surface of the external fagade.

+ The metopes are often far from being square, and the mutules are placed at dif-
ferent distances from the triglyphs according to the fancy of the architect. The capital
of the triglyphs is very rarely continued, in the same line, across the metopes ; but is
almost always deeper in the last-mentioned division, forming a moulding in the space
between the triglyphs, which gives an air of finish to this part of the entablature.
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. There were, however, very few instances in which th.e established
laws of proportion, so far as propriety and apparent security are

Above the capital of the triglyphs, between itand the cymatium below the corona, there is
usvally a band or fillet, of the same depth, for the most part, with the capital, and on the
same plane with it; and the capital itself sometimes projects a little beyond the femora
of the triglyph, and sometimes is on the same level with it. The cymatium below the corona
is for the most part much deeper than the usual proportion of that member ; which appears
to have been done in order to show the ornament upon it, which would pot otherwise,
from the projection of the corona and the depth of the mutules, be conspicuous. The
proportion of the corona itself also varies, and the scotia beneath it is sometimes intro-
duced, and sometimes omitted altogether. Much difference exists in the depth of the
cyma, as well as in that of its fastigium ; and the lions’ heads, which are often sculp-
tured upon it, are sometimes introduced and sometimes omitted. Whenever theee
are placed, as they usually are, over the axes of the columns, an ornament repre-
senting the end of a tile is often found to accompany them, placed on the fastigium,
exactly over the centre of the metopes. There is also a difference in the depth
of the regulee and mutules, as well as iffthe thickness and depth of the gutte, the form
of the Jatter being sometimes conical and sometimes cylindrical, and on some occasions
almost square. The upper part of the two outer channels of the triglyphs are some-
times cut parallel with the line of the capital; put more frequently inclined a little
downwards, so as to meet the bottom of the moulding above the metopes, which we have
already stated is not often in a line with that of the capitals of the triglyphs. The depth
of the tenia, also, and that of the epistylium (or architrave) varies in different instances ;
as well as the proportions of the columns themselves, and those of their abaci, or plinths:
the latter are generally surmounted with an elegantly proportioned cymatium, which is
itself almost al¥ays crowned with a fillet. We may add that the curve of the echinus
also varies, but is usually of a light and elegant proportion ; and the annulets sometimes
follow the line of the curve, and sometimes range with that of the hypotrachelium: the
number of these occasionally two, but more frequently three ; and the upper and lower
ones (in the last-mentioned instance) are frequently cut square, while the central -one
forms an angle, the apex of which projects beyond the two others. This, however, only
occurs when the annulets range with the shafts of the columns, for when they range with
the line of the echinus they are generally cut like the teeth of a saw, as the central one
is in the instance just mentioned. We observed that for the most part when annulets
were adopted there were no channels, or grooves, hollowed in the hypotrachelium, and
this equally obtained whether the annulets followed the line of the echinus.or that of the



MERGE TO CYRENE. 441

concerned, were in any way materially violated, (at least, we mdy say,
not in our opinion ;) and the eye is seldom offended by an appearance
either of weakness or clumsiness in the columns, or of heaviness or
insignificance' in their entablatures. There is at the same time a
good deal of variety in the disposition of the interiors, and the
workmanship is usually very good, and occasionally, indeed very

shaft. There was commonly a fillet dividing the channels, or fluting of the shaft, the pro-
portion of which was not always the same, and we rarely saw any fluting where these
were not adopted, and very seldom any columns where the shafts were left plain. The
difficulty of preserving the edges of the fluting with nicety, and of keeping them from
being chipped and broken, appears to have been the reason for adopting the fillet ; for
as the proportions of the fagades, particnlarly thuse of the interivr vnes, were necessarily
on a small scale, the edges of the fluting, where no fillet was used, must have been nearly
as sharp as the edge of a sword, and consequently very liable to accident. We may add
that the width of the fillet accommodated itself to the entasis of the shaft, and was con-
tinued round the upper part of the channels, so as to form the crown of the hypotra-
chelium, when no annulets were made use of ; for in that case the channels finished in
these, forming an elegant curve from the line of the column to the lowest of the annulets,
which sometimes projected considerably from the upper part of the shaft, With regard
to the disposition of the triglyphs with respect to the columns, we usually found them
placed over the axes of the latter, with sometimes one, and somctimes two intervening,
as we have already mentioned above; with the exception, however, of those at the
extremities of the zophorus, which were sometimes placed in the angle, and sometimes
a little removed from it, being in the latter case placed over the joint centre of the half
column and pilaster which usually terminated the fagade at both extremities. We must
remark, with respect to the introduction of the pilaster conjointly with the columns at
the angles, that the shafts and the capitals were not wholly relieved from the surface,
although they were more so than half their diageter. It must be recollected at the
same time that the whole facade was generally formed in the rock itself, and had conse-
quently no weight to support, and no internal arrangements to which it was necessary
that it ‘should be accommodated. The placing of the triglyphs was therefore purely
- optional, and might be‘udapted to the taste ov the fancy of the architect, who was thus
enabled to follow his own ideas of proportion and arrangement, without reference to any
sténdard but the eye.
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frequently, admirable. In several of the excavated tombs we
discovered remains of painting, representing historieal, allego-
rical, and pastoral subjects, executed in the manner of those of
Herculaneum and Pompeii, some of which were by no means in-
ferior, when perfect, to the best compositions which have come
down to us of those cities. In one of the chambers, which we shall
hereafter describe, we found a suite of what appear to be allego-
rical subjects, executed with great freedom of pencil and still ex-
hibiting uncommon richness of colour. The composition and design
of these groups display at the same time great knowledge of the art,
and do credit tu the classic taste and good feeling of the painter. It
appears extremely probable that all the excavated tombs were origi-
nally adorned with paintings in”ﬁody colour representing either com-
positions of figures or of animals, or at any rate devices and patterns.
We ascertained very clearly that the different members of the archi-
tecture have also in many instances been coloured ; and these exam-
ples may be adduced in further confirmation of what has been inferred
from the recent discoveries at Athens—that the Greeks (like the -
Egyptians) were in the habit of painting their buildings; thus de-
stroying the simplicity and sullying the modest hue of their Parian and
Pentelic marbles! We do not allude to the representation of figures
or compositions, which might rather, perhaps, be considered orna-
mental than otherwise; but to the actual disfigurement of the
several members of the architecture by covering them with strong
and gaudy colours; a practice as revolting to good taste and propriety
as that of dressing the Apollo (if we may suppose such profanation)
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in a gold-laced coat and waistcoat; or the Venus of Praxiteles 1n
stiff stays and petticoats. We are sorry to observe that the practice
we allude to does not appear to be the result of any occasional
caprice or fancy, but of a generally established system ; for the colours
of the several parts do not seem to have materially varied in any two
instances with which we are acquainted. The same colours are
used for the same members of the architecture in so many of the
tombs at Cyrene, that we can scarcely doubt that one particular
colour was appropriated by general consent or practice to each of the
several parts of the buildings. The triglyphs, for instance, with their
capitals, were invariably painted blue in all the examples we know of
where their colours are still remaining ; and the regule and mutules,
together with their gutte, were always of the same colour, as was
also the fillet which we have described as intervening between the
capitals of the triglyphs and the cymatium below the corona. The
soffit of the corona was also painted blue, in the parts which were
occupied by the mutdles; and the space between the latter, together
with the scotia, were at the same time painted red: the sides of the
mutules, and the upper part of the moulding which’ we have men-
tioned as running along the tops of the metopes, together with the
tenia, or fillet, below the triglyphs, were equally of a red colour.
Patterns were at the same time very frequently painted, chiefly in
blue and red, on the cymatia of the entablature and of the plinths of
the capitals; and this was equally the case when the patterns were
cut as well as when they were put in in outline, The central annulet
was usually painted blue and the upper and lower ones red; and

3Le
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when there were only two they were both painted red, which was
sometimes the only colour employed when there were three. We.
could not ascertain what particular colour was used for the abacus
and echinus, for we seldom found any traces of colour remaining
either upon them or upon the shafts of the columns. In one or two
instances, however, the abacus seems to have been red, and in one
which we have given in plate (p. 452), it appears to have been some-
thing of a lilac colour. The colours of the metopes and architraves
must also be left in uncertainty; and, indeed, it may perhaps be
inferred from our never finding any positive colour remaining upon
them, that the larger parts of the entablature were left plain, and
that the smaller, or ornamental, parts only were painted. We are
ourselves inclined to think that this was the case; as well with regard
to the entablature as to the columns; for we should otherwise have
found the parts in question occasionally painted, which we do not
recollect to have decidedly seen.

It may here be remarked, with respect to what appears to have
been the established colour of the triglyphs at Cyrene, that there is
a singular correspondence between this practice of the Cyreneans and
that which is attributed by Vitruvius to the artificers of early times
when wood was used instead of stone in the construction of their
buildings. For the parts whick, in the wooden structures alluded to,
corresponded to the triglyphs of later periods, are said by this author
to have been covered with blue wax; and we have already stated
that blue was the prevailing colour of the triglyphs in buildings of
all classes at Cyrene. It would thus appear that the colours; like
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the forms, of buildings, were adopted in imitation of early custom ;
and this circumstance will alone sufficiently account for the uni-
formity, in point of colour, of one building with another ; and may
be considered as a reason why fancy or caprice were not allowed,
in these instances, to have their usual weight among a people
who were strenuously attached to the practices and customs of
their ancestors. “In imitation of these early inventions, and of
works executed in timber,” (says Vitruvius, in the words of Mr.
Wilkins, his English translator,) “ the ancients, in constructing
their edifices of stone or marble, adopted the forms which were
there observed to exist. It was a general practice among the
artificers of former times to lay beams transversely upon the
walls; the intervals between them were then closed, and the
whole surmounted with coronz and fastigia of pleasing forms,
executed in wood. The projecting parts were afterwards cut
away, so that the ends of the beams and the walls were in the
same plane; but the sections presenting a rude appearance, tablets,
formed like the triglyphs of more modern buildings, and covered
with dlue wax, were affixed to them, by which expedient the ends,
which before offended the eye, now produced a pleasing effect.
Thus the ancient disposition of the beams supporting the roof
is “the original to which. we may gttribute the introduetion of
triglyphs into. Doric buildings.” (Wilking’s Vitruvius, vol. i. p.
68;4.) ' -

“'¥Whatever fﬂay'be'i the truth of these remarks of Vitruvius respeet-
ing the origin of the'triglyph, it is singular that there should be so
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decided a coincidence between the practice which he has mentioned
and that of the Cyreneans; we have in consequence been induced to
lay the passage' just quoted before the reader, and to submit to those
who are most competent to decide the question, how far this analogy
may be the result of accident, or how far it may be safely considered
as obtaining in compliance with ancient custom.

| Among the tombs which have been excavated on the northern
face of the heights of Cyrene there are several on a much larger scale
than the rest; some of these appear to have been public vaults and
contain a considerable number of celle; others seem to have been
appropriated to single families, and in two instances we found large
excavated tombs containing each a sarcophagus of white marble
ornamented with figures and wreaths of flowers raised in relief on
the exteriors. We suspect these to be Roman; but the work-
manship of both is excellent and the polish still remains upon
them in great perfection.

We have already mentioned a ravine to the westward of Cyrene,
on the brink of which stands a portion of the aqueduct of which
traces have been described as still remaining above the fountain.

This ravine, which forms the bed of a stream of excellent water, is
highly picturesque and romantic; it deepens gradually in its course
towards the sea, and is thickly overgrown with clusters of oleander
and myrtle which are blooming in the greatest luxuriance amidst
the rocks overhanging the stream. On the western side of the ravine
we found that galleries had been formed, similar to those already
described on the northern face of the rock of Cyreme, and that
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tombs had equally been excavated there to which the galleries in
question conducted. The deep marks of chariot wheels along the
galleries prove that these also had formerly been used as roads; and
the romantic beauty of their situation, on the very brink of the steep
descent to the bed of the torrent below, must have rendered them
very delightful ones. There seems to have been originally a parapet
wall along the dangerous parts of the road, (we mean those where
the descent is very abrupt,) for there are considerable traces of one
still extant about three feet from the ground: in some places, how-
ever, (where the road is not more than three feet in width, with
the high, perpendicular rock on one side, and an abrupt descent to
the torrent on the other,) there is no such defence now remaining ;
and the passage from one part of the gallery to the other is not here
quite so safe for nervous people as it might be. The steep sides of
the descent are thickly overgrown with the most beautiful flowering
shrubs and creepers, and tall trees are growing in the wildest forms
and positions above and below the roads. The Duke, of Clarence
(when the choice of his death was proposed to him) had a fancy to
be drowned in a butt of malmsey; and we think, if we found our-
selves in a similar dilemma, that we should pitch upon some part
.of this charming ravine, as the spot from which we could hurl
ourselves through myrtles and oleanders into the pure stream which
dashes below, with more pleasure than one could leap with from life
into death in most other places that we know of. We must, how-
ever, confess-that in passing along the dangerous parts of the galleries
here -aluded to, no such fancy ever entered our heads; and we
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took especial care, notwithstanding the beauty of the descent, to
keep closer to the high rock on one side of the road than to the
edge of the charming precipice on the other.

There is a good deal of building, of very excellent constructlon.
about the stream which runs along the bottom of the ravine; and
the water seems originally to have been inclosed, and covered in, and
(we think) also raised to a considerable height above its bed, (as
‘appears to have been the case in the fountain of Apollo,) to be dis-
tributed over the country in its neighbourhood. It is difficult to
say in what precise manner this end may have been accomplished ;
and whether or not the water so raised was connected with the aque-
duct which has already been mentioned as running down to this
ravine from the edge of the cliff above the. principal fountain ; and
which we have also stated appears to have crossed it, and to have
been continued on the opposite side. As the supply from both
fountains is plentiful and constant it would be well worth the labour
and expense of preserving; and the level of both would render
them comparatively useless to the town, as well as to the high
ground about it, unless some means of raising the water were re-
sorted to, They who had leisure to examine the remains of building
connected with these two streams, atténtively; and were able,
at the same time, to bring to the search a sufficient knowledge
of the principles of hydrau_ﬁcs and hydrostatics, would find the
inquiry a very interesting one; for our own part we confess that,
without enjoying either of these advantages, we were usually tempted
to bestow a portion of our time, when passing along the ravine in
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question, in trying to collect from the existing remains how far' they
may have been conducive to the object we have attributed to them.
At something less than a quarter of a mile from the commencement
of this ravine, the stream. which flows down it is joined by another,
issuing out from the rock on its western side, and a basin has been
formed in the rock itself for its reception. In front of this third foun-
tain there are considerable traces of building, which are however so
much buried by the accumulation of soil, and encumbered with shrubs
and vegetation, that nothing satisfactory can be made out from them.
The spot is now (like that in front of the fountain of Apollo) a
favourite retreat for the sheep and cattle of the Bedouins who occa-
sionally visit Cyrene; and our appearance often put them to a pre-
cipitate flight, and the old women and children, who usually tended
them, to a good deal of trouble in collecting them together again.
These annoyances (we must say, in justice to the sex) were borne for
the most part very good-naturedly; and we usually joined them in
pursuit of the family quadrupeds with every disposition to assist them
to the utmost. Indeed the Arab women in general, of all ranks and
ages, are remarkable for patience and good nature ; and we have often
seen both these qualities in our fair African friends, put to very
severe trials without suffering any apparent diminution. ‘Their
greatest failings seem to be vanity and jealdusy; and these are
surely too naturdl and too inconsiderable to merit any serious repre-
hension, mote especially in & barbaroydhnation. Curiosity is at the
shtné'time, with' them, as it is said to be with the sex in general, a
qualityin very exténsive circulation; and if we could have stopped
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to answer all the various odd questions which the good ladies of
Cyrene proposed to us, we should have employed the whole day in
replying to them. By the help of a few little trinkets, however,
which we usually carried about with us, we contrived to put an end
to the conversation, without any offence, wlienever it began to
exceed moderate limits; and continued our route under a shower of
pious wishes that the blessing of God might attend us.

In passing along the galleries we have mentioned in this ravine,
there are a great many excavated tombs, some of which are very
beautifully finished, and onc of them presents the only example
which we remember to have met with at Cyrene of a mixture of two
orders of architecture in the same part of a building—the portico
in front of this tomb being supfforted by Ienic columns, surmounted
with a Doric entablature. The whole portico is formed out of the
rock itself, which has been left in the manner formerly alluded to,
and advances a few feet before the wall of the chamber in which
the door is excavated. The proportions are bad, and no part of
the tomb has anything particular to recommend it to notice beyond
the peculiarity we have stated it to possess; but as it is the only
instance which we observed of the kind, we have thought it as well
to advert to it. The tympanum is here placed immediately over
the zophorus, without any cornice intervening, and the mutules are
in consequence omitted*. Like many other excavated tombs at
Cyrene, the one now in question has no celle beyond the chamber :

* In the tomb of Theron at Agrigentum we have a similar instance of a Doric enta-
blature supported by Ionic columns.
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and - the places. for the bodies were sunk in the floor itself and
covered with tablets of stone. In such cases we often see that
two, or more, bodies have been ranged parallel with each other
round the sides of the chamber, in the manner represented in the
ground-plans (page 464), a circumstance which never occurs in
the cellz, as we have already stated above. _
Tie galleries which are formed in one side of this ravine lead
round the cliff into another valley, somewhat broader, in which are
also several excavated tombs. In one of these, which has been
furnished with a Doric portico, Mr. Campbéll discovered the suite
of beautiful little subjects which we have given with all the fidelity
we could command in the plate (page 456). They are painted on
the zophorus of an interior facade, of which we have given the
elevation ; and each composition occupies one of the metopes, the
pannel of which appears to have been left plain in order to set
off the colours of the figures. The outline of these highly
finished little groups has been very carefully put in with red:
the local colour of the flesh and draperies have then been filled
in with body colour, and the lights touched on sharp, ‘with
a full and free pencil, which reminded us strongly of the beau-
tiful execution of the paintings at Herculaneum and Pompeii.
There is no other attempt at light and shadow in any of them but
that.of ‘deepening the local colour of the drapery in two or three
places, where, the folds are intended to be more strongly marked than
n others ; the flesh being left (so far as can at present be ascertained)
with no variation of the local colour produced either by light or
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shade. The colours employed are simply red, blue, and yellow ; .but
whatever may be their nature they still are brilliant in the extreme,
and .appear to have stood remarkably well. There seem to have
been two reds used in these pictures, (for so we may call the several
groups in question,) one a transparent colour resembling madder lake,
the other like that colour with a mixture of vermilion or of some
other bright, opaque red. These colours appear so rich and brilliant,
when sprinkled with water®, that one would imagine they had been
passed over gold leaf, or some similar substance, as we observe
to have been the case in pictures of Giotto and Cimabue, as
well as in the earlier works of the Venetian and other schools.
We are not, however, of opinion that this practice was adopted in the
paintings now before us, although the brilliancy of their colours
would suggest the employment of some such expedient. - The yellow
appears equally to have been of two kinds; an orange colour was
first used to fill in the outline, and the lights were touched on with a
brighter yellow over it; the whole together presenting that golden,
sunny hue, so delightful to the eye both in nature and art. The -
same precess seems to have been adopted with respect to the
blues; hut the lights, in this instance, appear rather to have been
made by a mixture of white with the local colour than by a second
blue of a lighter shade. :

It may be inferred from the copies which we have. made of these
designs, (which, although they are as good as we. could make them,
naturally fall very short of the perfection. of the originals,) that the

An operation which is at present neceseary, in order to make them besr out.
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drawing of the figures is in excellent style, and the actions at once
expressive, easy, and graceful; what we have most failed in is the
expression of the countenances, which, though produced merely by a
single outline, we were wholly unable to copy at all to our satisfaction.
The characters and features are what are usually called Grecian, and
remind us strongly, in the originals, of those of the figures repre-
sented on some of the most highly finished Greek (orin other words,
Etruscan) vases. The draperies are well arranged, and executed
with great taste and freedom ; they appear, like the other parts of
the compositions, to have been painted at once, without any altera-
tion, and with the greatest facility imaginable. It will be observed
that the turban has in several instances been adopted; and the
shape of some of these is more oriental than any which we remember
to have seen in Greek designs. It is singular also that all the
figures appear to have been black, with the exception of that of the
old man in the last group, which has certainly been red; yet there
is nothing either Moorish or Ethiopian in the characters represented ;
which, from the outlines, we should suppose to be Grecian. We
have no solution to offer for this apparent inconsistency; and will
not venture to suggest what may have been the subjects of the
several pieces. They appear to represent some connected story; yet
the same persons are not certainly introduced in all, if indeed in any
two of the compositions. In the first group two females, both of
them young, appear engaged in some interesting conversation. The
-second may perhaps represent:the same persons, but it is difficult to
say whether the sod in the hand of the standipg figure is raised for
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~ the purpose of chastisement, or whether it is intended to represent
the performance of some magic ceremony. The finger which is
raised towards the lips of this figure seems rather to be indicative of
imposing silence than of conveying admonition; and the arm and
hand of the person kneeling appear to be more expressive of vene-
ration or submission, than of either alarm or supplication.. There is
a curious appearance on the head of this figure which somewhat
resembles in form the twisted lock of the Egyptian Horus, but-its
colour is decidedly red, while that of the other parts of the head
are uncertain. The lower part of this figure has been so much
rubbed as to be nearly unintelligible, and the face has disappeared
altogether. A similar accident has happened to one of the preceding
figures, the lower part of which is not now distinguishable. In the
third group we see a female figure with a helmet closely fitted to
the shape of the head, bearing on her shoulder an ark, or canis-
trum ; a second female, attired in white, is represented walking, and
looking back towards the other, whom she is beckoning to advance.
The folds of the white drapery have nearly disappeared, and little
more is left of it than the outline. The helmet of the first-mentioned
figure of this group is painted red, and the back part of it, with a -
portion of the arm, i§ rubbed out. The fourth design represents a
young man asleep, and a matron apparently watching over him, who
appears, from her countenance and action, as well as from the gar
ment which is thrown over her head, to be labouring under some
affliction. In the fifth we observe a female figure sitting, and appe-
rently employed in spinning ; by her side,is a youth of ten or twelve
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years old, with a turban of a different form from those with which
some of the other figures are furnished : this appears to be merely a
family-party, and the careless and schoolboy-like action of the youth
whose thumbs are stuck into the folds of his garment, is well expres-
sive of youthful unconcern. The last group represents an old man
in a reclining position, who appears to be welcoming or taking leave
of his son, who is kneeling by the side of his couch : the complexion
of the old man is decidedly red, but that of the youth is very uncer-
tain, as this picture has suffered more than any of the rest. The
head and trunk of the old man, so far as they remain, are de_signed
in the best style of Grecian art, and, indeed, we may say of the
groups in general that they exhibit a perfect knowledge of the
figure, as well as great taste in the mode of displaying it; and we
cannot, but regret that the rude hands of barbarians, rather than
those of time, have deprived us of any part of these beautiful com-
positions. Enough however remains to make them very interesting ;
and we present them to the public as examples of Grecian painting
at Cyrene, with the impression that they will not be thought unworthy
relics of the genius and talent of the colony.

The colours employed in the architecture of this tomb (so far as
they at present remain) are faithfully given in the elevation of the
interior facade, (page 452), and appegr to have been confined to the
entablature, and to the capitals and plinths of the columns and

There is only ene cella, in, this instance, for the reception of the
dead, and it appears to have been allotted toa single body only ; but
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as the interior is much incumbered with soil washed in through the
door-way from without, we could not say decidedly that there is
no place for a second body beneath the upper one, without same
previous excavation. |

The cella is not placed opposite to the entrance of the tomb, as is
usual in other examples, but on the right hand side of it in enter-
ing; and this arrangement has been made in conformity with the
position of the rock in which it is excavated, and not from any
caprice on the part of the architect. The date of this tomb would
appear, from its architectural details, to be posterior to the time of
the Ptolemies; but no degeneracy of style is observable in the paint-
ings, which would not disgrace the best periods of Grecian art. We
must at the same time recollect¢ that the architecture employed in
the decoration of excavated tombs is not to be judged by so_ severe
a standard as that which is- applicable to the exteriors of buildings ;
the details in the first case are purely ornamental, and may be placed
in the same scale with those of interiors, in which the fancy of the
architect is always left more at liberty than it can be allowed to be
in external decoration: and what would therefore be bad taste in
one of these instances is not necessarily such in the other. Neither
does it appear to have been the practice of the ancients to give an
. air of gloom or saduess to the gbodes which they allotted to the ser-
vice of the dead, and on which they have bestowed, at all periods, so
much labour and expense. We find historic, allegorieal, and pasto-
ral subjects represented on such occasions in the gayest colours; as
if it had been their wish to disarm death of its terrors, and to mode-
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rate the intensity of ‘affliction by diverting the mind from the loss
of the deceased to the honours which are paid to their memory.
Theshades of the departed were also supposed to take delight in
the attention bestowed ‘upon their mortal remains; and to wander
with complacency over the gay and costly chambers which piety and
affection had consecrated to their use. A departure from the esta-
blished practice of the ancientsin the exterior decorations of their
temples and public buildings, ought not then perhaps to be received,
in the instances mentioned, as ‘a mark of vitiated taste, or of the
recent date of the fabric in which such anomaly may be observed :
and in applying this remark to the excavated tombs at Cyrene
(scarcely any two of which are alike in their proportions) we have
the more reason to regret, the almost total absence of inscriptions, by
which the dates of the several fabrics might be clearly ascertained.
It is prohable that many of these might be found on tablets, once
let into, or placed over, some part of each tomb; and now buried
beneath the soil and the wrecks of the exterior facades, which
incumber the chambers and the approaches to them. In many
instances busts have been placed over the pediments of the outer
porticoes, and we often found fragments of statues in the chambers
and celle within. So many of the tombs are however filled up to a
considerable height above the level of,their pavement with an accu-
mulation-of' soil from without, that it is scarcely possible to say what
they-contains while the entrances are usually incumbered with the
fragments of the fallen porticoes which once formed the ornaments
of theexteriors. - :On the day of our arrival at Cyrene ‘we perceived
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the marble bust of a female figure, from which the head had been
recently breken, lying in front of one of the excavated tombs; and
on inquiring of some straggling Arabs, who had preceded us, what
was become of the remainder, they at first pleaded ignorance on the
point altogether; but on oﬁr proving to them, from the whiteness of
the fractured parts, that we were certain the head must have been
very lately broken off, they asked us what we would give them if they
should find it. A bargain was now made that if the head were at all
perfect, so as to be worth our taking it away, they should have a
Spanish dollar for bringing it ; but if we left it in their possession they
were only to have the head for their pains. The words were no sooner
uttered than one of the fellows scrambled into a tomb close at hand,
and brought out with him the r€lic in question ; - which was, however,
so much defaced by the process which had been employed in severing
it from the body, as to be wholly unworthy of removal, and it was left
by the side of the trunk with the full and free consent of both
parties. We are sorry to say that the practice of breaking heads
from the figures has been very general at Cyrene; and has been ocea-
sioned in many instances by the inability of the Arabs to carry off a
whole statue to Bengazi or Tripoly (where they might have a chance
of disposing of it to advantage) and their eagerness to secure the
profits which might result to fhem from the transport and sale of a
part of it. We took care to make it generally understood, after this
discovery, that we would never purchase anything that had been
recently mutilated ; and that we should certainly complain' to Bey
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Mahommed -at Derna whenever we heard that any injury of the kind
had been committed on his Highness’s property.

If the excavated tombs of Cyrene have been pointed out as objeets of
no trivial interest, those, also, which have been bduzlt in every part of its
neighbourhood are no less entitled to our attention and admiration.
Several months might be employed in making drawings and plans of
the most conspicuous of these elegant structures; and the few exam-
ples which our short stay allowed us to secure them (as givenin the
plate, page 464) will give but an imperfect idea of the variety
observable in their forms and details. Many of these are built in
imitation of temples, although there are scarcely two of them exactly
alike; and their effect on the high ground on which they mostly
stand, as seen from diﬂ'el:ent parts of the city and suburbs, is more
beautiful than we can pretend to describe. A judicious observer
might select from these monuments, as well as from the excavated
tombs above mentioned, examples of Grecian and Roman architecture
through a long succession of interesting periods; and.the progress
of the art might thus be traced satisfactorily, from its early state
among the first inhabitants of Cyrene, to its degeneracy and final
decay under Roman colonists in the decline of the empire.

The larger tombs were usually divided in the centre by a wall along
the whole length of the building (which is the case in one of those
represented in the plate, p. 464), and several bodies were disposed one
over the other in each of the compartments thus obtained. Every

_pince containing & body was covered with a slab of marble or stone,
in the munmer of those described in the excavated tombs ; and there

3N 2
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sant, would in all probability be broken in pieces the moment it
became an object of particular notice. The style of warchitecture in
which the monumental tombs have been constructed varies according
to the dates of the building, and apparently, also, to the consequence
of the persons interred in them ; the order employed is almost always
Doric, particularly in the earlier examples. It seems probable that
the custom of burying the entire body obtained very generally in
Cyl:ene and other cities of the Pentapolis; and this is one of the few
instances in which we perceive any analogy between the customs of
the Cyreneans and those of the Kgyptians. It is certain, however,
that the practice of burning the bodies, and of preserving the ashes
in urns, prevailed also among the inhabitants of the Cyrenaica as it
did in other Grecian states*.# At the present day there are no
remains either of bodies or of cinereal urns in any of the tombs with
which we are acquainted, one of them only excepted : in which a leg
and foot, which appeared to have been rather dried than embalmed,
was found in a very perfect state. There are places formed in the

* Each of these customs (as practised by the Greeks) had well-founded claims to
great antiquity; for interment appears to have been in use in the time of Cecrops, and
burning must at any rate be allowed to have been practised by the Grecians, as far back
as the Trojan war, if we rely upon the testimony of Homer. The custom of burning was
perhaps the most peculiar to the Greeks, of the two modes in question; for Lucian,
in enumerating the various methads resorted to by different nations in the disposal of
their dead, expressly assigns burningto the Greeks, and interment to the Persians—
Siehopevos xava sdvn Tas Taas, o e "EAhny exavoey, § 3¢ Iegoms ebadey.....(weg wevSovs, § 21.)
Some, however, considered the former as an inbuman custom, and philosophers were
divided in their opinions on the subject: each sect esteeming that method the most rea-
sonable by which bodies would, according to their tenets, be sconest reduced to their
first principles.—See Potter’s Archzologia, vol. ii. p. 207-8, &c.
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wall, at the extremity of one of the cellz in an excavated tomb, for
the reception, apparently, of cinereal urns, as will be seen in the eleva-
tion we have given of it; but this is the only example of the kind
we have met with, and we are left to determine, in other cases,
from the dimensions of the celle, whether they contained bodies or
ashes. The reason of this is that (from whatever cause) all the tombs,
whether excavated or constructed, have been opened and rifled of
their contents ; and we never saw a single instance in which this had
not been the case. In the constructed tombs, when the cover was
too heavy to remove without a great deal of labour, a hole was
always found knocked in the side of the sarcophagus; and the tablets
or slabs of stone or marble which closed the cellz andthe places for
the bodies, in those. whiqh were excavated, were in no instance found
in their places entire by any individual of our party. The tombs of
persons of distinetion, at Cyrene, appear to have been erected in
conspicuous positions without any regard to order or arrangement ;
at the will, perhaps, of the deceased themsclves, or of those at whose
expense they were interred : but the sarcophagi of those of inferior
consideration were ranged in line, whenever the ground would allow
of it, so as to take up as little space as possible, and to present an
appearance of regularity ; the sizes of the latter very seldom varied
materially, and their forms were usually alike. The arrangement of
the sarcophagi was not always the same; but they were almost
invariably placed at right angles, in the manner represented (page
464) in the ground-plan and elevation which we have given of them.
The sarcophagus itself was generally composed of a single block of
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stone, hollowed out roughly for the reception of the body; and its
cover consisted of another single stone shaped into the form repre-
sented in the plate, without any great attention to finish, but
always with considerable regularity.

This form of sarcophagus was common among the ancients in
other parts of the world, and continued in very general use to a late
period of the Roman empire. In the plain below the city (to the
northward) there is a considerable number of handsome tombs,
both excavated and constructed (those of the latter sort naturally
preponderating) ; and among these there must be many (we are
sorry to say) which we never had an opportunity of examining: our
route over this tract of country having chiefly been confined to the
road from Cyrene to Apollonia gnow Marsa Susa) its port; situated
at the foot of the range of high land the ‘summit of which forms
the plain in-question: and as the ground in this part is thickly
wooded, and crossed by ravines in different directions, the buildings
which might still exist upon it- would not be seen by passengers
unless they lay immediately in their track. There are also many to
the southward of the town which we had no leisure to examine ; our
researches among the tombs having for the most part been limited
to the more immediate neighbourhood of the city, where there is still
a very ample field for inquiry, without trespassing on the ground we
have just mentioned.

The summit of the mountain on which Cyrene is built has been
cleared of the wood which no doubt once incumbered it, and we
easily found a convenient place for our tents, which were pitched, on
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our arrival near the centre of the town. The whole of this tract, as
far as the eye could reach, was thickly covered with the most luxuriant
vegetation, to the height of four and five feet; and as the place had
not been visited since the rainy season, we found none of the grass
trodden down, and were obliged to commence the operation of level-
ling it before we could make ourselves comfortable in our abodes.
The heavy dews which fell immediately after the sun was down
made our passage through this obstruction rather inconvenient from
five or six in the evening till nearly mid-day, and there was no part
of Cyrene which we could pass to between those hours without being
completely wet through. In a few days, however, we had formed
several footpaths to the principal points of attraction, and many of
these led over fallen columns and statues which wholly escaped
notice till our feet struck against them. Indeed so much was the
whole town encumbered with vegetable matter that very few
objects were presented to the eye when first we arrived at the
place: and we almost despaired of finding any matter: of interest
unconnected with the fountain and the tombs. Ivery wetting that
we got, however, added to our satisfaction, by augmenting the list of
the remains; and we soon perceived that we had established our-
selves in the neighbourhood of two theatres and of several other
objects well worth attention. The road to the fountain was (it may
be imagined) one of the first which was made ; and the passage of our
servants and horses along it, as they went to fetch water for the con-
sumption of the party, soon rendered it, the most practicable of any.
It led also to the galleries which we have already mentioned along
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the northern face of the mountain; and became very shortly such a
favourite path to every individual of our number, that each of us, in
first coming out of the tent, turned as naturally into it as if there
were no other. About midway between our tents and the fountain,
the track which had been made through the high grass about us
passed close along the scene of one of the theatres, the largest of
the two just alluded to; but before we proceed to the description
of this building, and of others which engrossed our attention at
Cyrene, we shall turn from the subject and lay before our readers the
contents of the following chapter.
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CHAPTER XVIL.

Arrival of Captain Smyth at Derna—Our Party set out from Cyrene tu meet him—Remains of
Ancient Forts, and Sarcophagi observed on the Journey—Marks of Chariot-wheels in the
Stony Track indicative of an ancient Road—Barren Appearance of the Mountains which rise at
the back of Derna—Perilous Deseent from their Summit to the Plain below—Exhausted condi-
tion of our Horses in accomplishing it—Arrive at Derna, where we found the Adventure, and
wait upon Captain Smyth—Description of the town of Derua—:Rmages occasioned by the

* Plague there—Prompt Measures of Mahommed Bey in subduing it—Some Account of
Mahommed Bey—Civility and attention received by our Party from Signor Regignani the
British Agent at Derna—Take leave of Mr. Tindall, who sails on board the Adventure—
Departure from Derna on our road to Apollonia—Gradual increase of Vegetation observed
on the Route—Thickly-wooded Ravines and dangerous Passes on this Road —Beantiful Stream
at Elthroon—Arrive at El Hilal—Capacious Harbour at that place—Ancient Remains
observed there—Aral; Encampment at El Hilal—Dishonest Conduct of our Chaous--Arrive at
Apollonia—No Water to be found there—Begin to dig a Well in order to proc re somes our
stock being wholly exhausted—Bad Success of this attempt—Continue our Journey to ©yrene
—Miss the Path over the Mountain, and lose our way among the thickets and underwood—
Inconvenience of this mistake to all Parties—Find the right track, and at length reach the
Fountain of Apollo—Rencontre of our Servants with some female Inhabitaute of the Moun-
tain—Singular position of the Caves which they lived in—Guin intelligence at, Cyrene of a
.Spring in the neighbourhood of Apollonia—Set out again for that place—Description of the
"ioad—Architectural Remains, and beautiful appearance of the Country through which it
passes—Meet with an Hyzna in the dusk of the evening—The forest much infested by these
animals and Jackalls—Peculiarities of both—Arrive at Apollonia, and find the Spring
Yescribed to us—Other Caves in the Mountain—Unwillingness of their Inhabitants to admit

us—Description of the City of Apollonia.

We had been about three weeks at Cyrene, busily employed in walk-
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ing over the ground, and in making plans and drawings of the remains
of antiquity which it presented, when news was brought to us from
the Vice-Consul at Derna that H. M. S. the Adventure had arrived
there. As we particularly wished to communicate with Captain
Smyth, we left Mr. Campbell in charge of the tents and set out on
our journey to the eastward. We continued to descend for the first
hour, taking the route of Safsaf, where there are cxtensive remains
of building, and soon came to a stony, uninteresting country, par-
tially cultivated, and much overrun with, brushwood ; at noon we
had reached a place called Tereet where we perceived the remains of
ancient forts and fhose of some tombs and sarcophagi. We found
ourselves here in the neighbourhood of an Arab encampment, and
continuing our route over a country that appeafed to have been
cleared for the purposes of building, arrived by t“go o'clock at Lam-
lada, another ancient station, occupied, like that tﬂready mentioned,
hy@.})s. The nature of the ground continued very much the
same with that which we had already passed over, except that it was
more hilly ; and by five we had arrived at Goobba, where we found
many remains of building and a welcome supply of fresh water from
a spring. We observed that the tombs here had architectural fronts
similar to those which we have spoken of at Cyrene. As the evertf@
was fast closing in, we did not stop to give these much attention, but
proceeded on to Beit Thiarma Where we pitched our tent late at night.
At this place there 1s a spring of fresh water, built round, and upon
a hill close to it the remains of an ancient fort. We had reason to
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conjecture from the frequent remains of building which we had met
with in our journey to this place, as well as from the occasional
marks of chariot-wheels impressed in the rocky soil we had passed
over, that the road which we had taken was the same with that for-
merly used in travelling from Cyrene to Darnis now Derna*.

The next morning we continued our course east-south-east, and
began to ascend by a very bad, stony pathway, which took us four
hours to surmount, winding all the time through olive and fir trees
thickly planted in every direction. About novon we reached the
brow of the range which separated us from the town of Derna, and
here began the most difficult part of our journey, the descent into
the plain below. The face of the mountain is devoid of vegetation,
occasionally polished like glass; and its inclination approaches in
many places far too clogely to the perpendicular to render it safe as
aroad. Indeed it is in so-many parts scarcely practicable, that we
could not help wondering, when we arrived at, its foot, how we¢’ had
contrived in any way to descend it without breaking our own and

*our horses’ necks in the attempt.

There was neither road nor pathway to be found, and we were
obliged to scramble down in the best way we could, sometimes
s_it.umbling over rugged and encumbered parts of the mountain, and

This observation is not applicable to the Jatter part of the ground we travelled
over, which could not certainly have ever formed part of a road either ancient or
modern ; and it was wholly owing to the ignorance of our Chaous, who persisted that
we were in the right track, that we were induced to attempt it.
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slipping along at others over a hard, polished surface, which was still
more difficult to pass than they were. When we arrived at a descent
more than usually perpendicular, we had the greatest difficulty, after
sliding down ourselves, to make our -poor horses follow us; and it
was truly distressing, as well as provoking, to see these fine
animals reduced to a condition in which they did not appear to
have the power of exerting the slightest portion of their natu-
ral energy. 'Their eyes appeared starting from their heads,
and their nostrils were distended to the utmost extent; a mass of
white foam was collected round their mouths, mixed with blood
which the sharp Mamaluke bit had drawn forth in our endeavours
to keep them from falling down the cliff; and the perspiration which
terror and fatigue (without mentioning the heat of the sun) had
drawn forth, literally ran down inn streams from their bodies. They
became at length so helpless and so completely overcome, that we
doubted whether we should ever get them down the cliff at all, and
indeed our own fatigue and continued anxiety would not have ren-
dered us very effective conductors if the descent had lasted much
longer. Yet our horses had been accustomed to roads of every de-
scription, or rather to countries with no roads at all, and had
often laboured through deep and heavy sands, and over mgge:d
and mountainous passes, in the course of their journey from Tripoly.
They had also an advantage in‘having only three shoes, which pre-
vented them from slipping about so much as they would otherwise
have done; and in short they went through this arduous part of their
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journey much better than most horses would have done, and much
better perhaps than we had any reason to expect from the nature of
the pass which they descended. It will scarcely be necessary to add
that on reaching the bottom of the precipice (for so we must call it)
we stopped to recruit the exhausted strength of all parties before we
set out for the town : our horses had had several very heavy falls, but
fortunately experienced no material injury ; and after leading them
on till they were sufficiently recovered, we were able to mount them
again and continue our route along the sea-side to Derna, where we
arrived in the evening and found the Adventure at anchor at the
roadstead. We lost no time in waiting upon Captain Smyth, who
informed us that he had succeeded in completing the coast line
between Derna and Alexandria.

The town of Derna is'situated at_the mouth of a large ravine, and
is built on a low point of land running out from the foot of a range
of barren mountains distant about a mile from the coast. It is sup-
posed to be built on the site of the ancient Darnis, but there are
scarcely any remains of building at the present day which have
claims to particular notice. It is amply provided with water
(the first requisite for a town in hot climates), and well situated
at the entrance of a large ravine, or fiumara, along which a part
of it is built.

The houses are much better than those at Bengazi and are sur-
rounded by gardens producing abundance of grapes, melons, figs,
bananas, oranges, greengages, and other fruit; they have also the
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advantage of being well sheltered by thick groves of date-trees, which
give a very pleasing appearance to the town, and contribute mate-
rially to the comfort of the inhabitants by forming a perpetual shade.
A delightful stream of water gushes out from the rock above the.
town, passing through several streets in its course, and irrigating the
gardens, and even the corn-fields in its neighbourhood. In short
the actual resources of Derna give it a very decided advantage (in
point of comfort) over every other town in the Bashaw’s dominions.
A very pleasant wine (we were told) is made from the grapes of this
place, all of which is consumed by the natives themselves, in spite of
the prophet’s injunctions.

The ravine at the mouth of which the town is situated is of consi-
derable depth and extent, winding up far into the mountains ; some
of the gardens are formed upon its sides, and about them a few trees
occasionally appear, where the soil has been able to lodge. In the
rainy season a considerable body of water rushes down from the
mountains to the sea, and is sometimes so deep and so rapid as to
become wholly impassable: at such times it separates one half the
town from the other and occasions a consequent inconvenience. In
the summer, however, it is dry, and the market is held upon jts
shining bed.

It may readily be imagined that natives of Africa complain little
of any inconvenience which fresh water may chance to occasion
them ; and we doubt even whether the inhabitants of Derna would
not rather run the risk of losing a part of their town every winter,
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than be deprived of the pleasure of seeing and admiring so large a
portion of this valuable fluid, and of enjoying the consciousness that,
at Jeast once a year, they have more of it than they know what to do
with. |

The water which flows from the spring we have mentioned above
was conveyed through the streets (as the people informed us) by one
of their former Beys, a native of Egypt, who is said to have expended
a considerable sum of money in beautifying and improving the place,
and to have erected a large and handsome mosque which stands in
the centre of the town. ;

The streets of Derna are for the most part narrow and irregular,
and not without.that quantity of rubbish and dirt which may be sup-
posed indigpensable to Arab towns and tastes; but the luxuriance of
its gardens and groves are however quite sufficient to balance these
objections ; and the abundance of grapes which overhang the walls
and houses, the terraces, covered walks, and every part of the town,
give it a highly pleasing and picturesque appcarance.

On the eastern bank of the ravine is the principal burying-ground
of the place, distinguished in particular by a lofty and handsome
tomb raised on four arches, under which the body is placed, with its
usual simple covering of snow-white cement, and the stone carved
turban at its head. The town is_undefended both by sea and .
land, and may at any time be destroyed by no greater force than
could be brought to bear against it by a brig of war. Upo‘;l a hill at
the back of it are the remains of a castle built some years ago by the
Americans ; but the guns are now thrown down, and the castle itself
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is little more than a mere heap of ruins. As this is a conspicuous
object in sailing along the coast, the observations for latitude and
longitude were reduced to it. Some large building-stones and frag-
ments of columns bedded in the walls of the Arab houses are all that
we could perceive of ancient remains in Derna. Above the town
there are a few tombs extant, but in a very mutilated state, excavated
in the side of the mountain. What is called the port affords some
protection for small vessels with the wind from north-west to south-
east; but even these cannot remain with a northerly or north-east
wind : during the fine weather, however, some few ancher in it and
load with corn, wool, and manteca, the produce of the inland country.

The plague has made dreadful ravages at Derna, as is evident by
the number of deserted houses en its outskirts. The year previous
to our arrival it was brought (we were told) from Alexandria, and
the mortality which it occasioned was very considerable: the prompt
measures of the Bey, however, subdued it, who ordered the clothes
of all persons attacked with it to be burnt, their houses to be pro-
perly ventilated, and the streets to be cleared of everything that was
likely to communicate the infection. These exertions were probably
assisted by the general healthiness of the place, and the constant
change of atmosphere produced by the passage of water through the
town: the only remedy we heard of for the disease was the favourite
application of a hot iron to the tumours, which we understood to
have been peculiarly successful in many cases.

Derna is- the residence of Bey Mahommed, eldest son to the
Bashaw of Tripoly, who commands the whole district extending
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from the frontiers of Egypt (the eastern part of Bomba) to Sidi
Aréfi, one short day west from Grenna. Mahommed Bey is well
known for his active and turbulent spirit, and for his rebellion against
the Bashaw’s authority, which once obliged him to seek refuge in
Egypt. His bold and enterprising measures succeeded in quelling
the marauding tribes of Arabs who infested the country and levied
contributions on the peaceful inhabitants of the towns; but his
courage and conduct were sullied by eruelties which we do not feel
inclined to justify from their necessity, however well we might pro-
bably succeed in attempting to do so before an Arab or Turkish tri-
bunal. Indeed so many acts of cruelty and extravagance are related
of this prince, that we should scarcely know how to reconcile them
with .the noble qualities which many allow him to possess, if we did
not know from experience that such inconsistencies are common in
barbarous countries; and that it is possible for the same man to be
cruel and forgiving, avaricious to extortion, and liberal to profusion,
generous and mean, open and intriguing, sincere and deceitful, tem-
perate and dissipated, in short anything but cowardly and brave.
We resided while at Derna in the house of the British agent
‘(Signor Regignani) appointed by the Consul at Tripoly, from whom
letters had been forwarded, which arrived before us, with orders for
our proper accommodation. The Bashaw had also written to his
son, Bey Mahommed, to afford us his assistance and protection, and
although the Bey was absent, collecting the tribute, during the time
of our stay at Derna we had no reason to complain of any want of
attention to the applications which we occasionally made to him.
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From Signor Regignani we invariably received the greatest attention
and kindness, and although his influence in Derna was certainly
very limited, and he himself often exposed to unavoidable insult,
drawn upon him in a great measure by his religious persuasion*, yet
there was nothing which he had it in his power to command, that he
did not very freely afford us.

At Derna we took leave of one of our companions (Mr. .Tindall, a
young officer attached to the Adventure), who had accompanied the
Expedition from Tripoly.

The field of our operations, on arriving at Cyrene, was limited to
a comparatively small tract of country, and we tvere enabled in con-
sequence to dispense with this gentlemen’s services,. which we knew
would be useful on board. We +ere sorry to part with Mr. Tindall,
who had materially assisted us in our operations, and whose frank and
spirited character, and joyc;us disposition, had so often enlivened the
frugal board of our little party. We took our leave at the same
time of Captain Smyth and the officers of the Adventure, from whom
we had received many friendly attentions, which we often look back
upon with pleasure. Our arrangements completed, the Adventure
sailed from Derna, and as soon as we had finished plans and draw-
ings of the town, we set out on our return to the tents.

We left Derna on the seeond of June, and pursued our course
along the beach towards Apollonia, with the intention of returning to
Cyrene by that route. After travelling along a stony flat running

Signor Regignani was of the Jewish persuasion, and it is well known that in Maho-
wetan countries the Jews are a persecuted race.
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out from the base of the mountain, we reached El Hyera, where there
is a well of fresh water within a few feet of the sea, and the remains
of a fort upon a small eminence a little above it : at night we stopped
at Bujebars, close to the cape of the same name, with which Derna
forms a large bay; and which has three rocky islets lying off it. The
mountains, which extend in a range along the coast, at a distance of
from a mile to a mile and a half, are continually broken by deep
ravines which cross the beach in their passage to the sea, and make
the road in some places nearly impassable.

It was curious to observe the gradual increase of vegetation in
passing from Derna* to Appollonia by this route: the mountains at
the former place, as we have already mentioned, are perfectly desti-
tute of any; in advancing, a little underwood is here and there seen,
and a few bushes sparingly dotted about the plain ; these increase by
degrees, as the country becomes bolder, and gradually spread them-
selves over the sides of the hills, ascending higher and higher every
mile, till, in approaching El Hyera, one continued wood reaches down
from the top of the mountains to the sea. On the third, we pursued
our journey along the .coast by a very indifferent road, and at two
miles’ distance from Bujebara the range comes down close to the sea
and terminates in perpendicular cliffs, along the edge of which we
were obliged to pass to the great risk of our horses and camels.
At the foot of these, which is washed by the sea, we noticed a small
rocky point with a quarry upon it, extending itself in a semicircular
form 8o as.to afford some. protection for boats which might also be
hauled upon the sandy beach within it, Eight miles to the westward
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of Bujebira we came to a deep ravine, through which ran the largest
body of water which we had seen in Africa; it is called Wady El-
throon. The sides of this ravine, which proceeded from an immense
fissure between the mountains, were thickly clothed with pine, cypress
and olive-trees, and the river, which ran with some rapidity, was
studded with small islands covered with oleanders, which we found in
full bloom as we passed. Along the brink of the stream was spread
a beautiful turf, which opened in little plots, broader or narrower,
according to the nature of the ground, on which we threw ourselves
down to take a few minutes rest and enjoy a long draught of the
clear cool water and a short dream of Arcadian‘felicity. . In truth,
the spot was delightful—we scarcely recollect to have seen a more
pleasing one anywhere—and to meet with snch a scene in an African
climate was to render the view doubly grateful.

Ascending the opposite side of the ravine, we entered a country
fertile in corn and which seented to be very well peopled; here we
found some ruins very much decayed and mutilated, apparently
those of an ancient town of small dimensions, which, as its situation
will be found to correspond, we will venture to suggest as the
Erythron of Ptolemy; and indeed the similarity of the names
would naturally lead to this conclusion.

On leaving Elthroon the road took a westerly direction, at the foot
of the range, through a country well cultivated in some parts and in
others overrun with pine-trees. At every mile we were interrupted
by a provoking ravine, which we hardly knew whether most to admire
for its beauty, or to exclaim against for the serious impediments
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which it presented. Night brought us to El Hilil, a mountain so
called. The point of El Hilal extends to the north-east and forms
a bay of about a pile in depth, in which even large ships might find
shelter with the wind from north to south-east by east. It is in this
spot that Cellarius has placed a naval station and town, and there are
certainly remains at the present day about it indicative of an ancient
site, while the harbour itself would be sufficiently qualified for a
naval station to correspond with that part of the description. Two
ancient forts are seen in ruins on the cliff and we noticed an ancient
tomb which is excavated in the rock, close to the ravine, retaining
still a very handsome facade. Three miles to the eastward of the
forts. at El Hilal are some others, also in ruins, and the remains of
strong walls in the neighbourhood of stone-quarries, all of which
would seem to point out the spot as an ancient station. This place
has also the peculiarity of being the only part of the coast whichs can
be seen from Cyrene, from which it is distant about fourteen miles.
In Ptolemy’s chart we find a naustathmos (or naval station) placed
on the western side of this promontory; but we saw nothing that
would answer to the position in that direction. Ras El Hilal, with
Bujebara on the south-east, forms an extensive bay; and another
with Cape Rasit on the north-west near the centre of which is
situated (now called Marsa Suza) the Port of Cyrene, Apollonia.
From El Hilal commenee two ranges of mountains extending them-
selves to the westward, one along the coast, from it to Ptolemeta,
forming the southern boundary of the pla{n on which Apollonia is
built; the other rising in a range above these, diverging towards
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Merge and abreast of Cape Ras Sem. At El Hilil we found an
Arab encampment and obtained from it a goat and some corn for our
horses. The Bedouins were civil and obliging, and brought us out a
very acceptable present of kuskusoo, for which we made a suitable
return. They would, however, have had but little reason to be satis-
fied with the conduct of strangers whom they had treated with cour-
tesy, if we had not very fortunately made a discovery on leaving them
which our Chaous had not probably anticipated. We had made it a
practice in the course of our journey to pay the Arabs for whatever
we had of them ; and although this practice is considered by Turks
not only as superfluous but veryplebeian, we found it more consistent
.with our ideas of propriety, and at the same time more politic than
if we had adopted a line of condut more dignified and less honest.
Our Chaous had received from us a sufficient sum of money to

make a liberal return to the Bedouins of El Hilal for the corn and
the goat which they had supplied us with ; but instead of complying
with our orders on this head he thought it more adviseable to keep
the piasters in his purse than todistribute them as he had been
directed : and we should accordingly have left belind us a mueh
worse character for liberality than we deserved, if this discovery had
not been made before we took our departure. Chaous Massoud
- looked rather foolish when the charge was brought home to him; too
well substantiated to admit of denial, and we afterwards found that
his honesty in other matters was not greater than on the occasion
here alluded to. On our arrival at Grenna we sent him back to
Derna and procured another Chaous from Bey Mahommed. - Mas-
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soud was an Egyptian, and took every occasion to show his superiority,
in point of civilization, over the Arabs and Moors of the west. He
was particularly proud of his singing; and as his lungs were nearly
‘equal to his conceit, was never tired of displaying his fancied abili-
ties to the utmost extent of his voice, not dreaming for a moment
that any of his auditors could possibly be less amused with his efforts
than himself. With this view, he always kept close to our side,
adapting the pace of his horse to ours, and quavering without inter-
mission. His voice was good, and had he been able to moderate it,
and to use it only on proper occasions, would rather have cheered
than annoyed us on the road; for his songs had some subject, and
were infinitely preferable to the tiresome monotony and endless
repe;.ition of two or three unmeaning words which had been so
unmercifully dinned into our ears ever since we left Tripoly. The
‘songs of the Arabs are however not always without a subject, as the
examples which we have of their poetry in England will testify ; but
we are obliged to confess that the greatest attempts at invention
which we ourselves noticed in a journey of seven or eight hundred
miles were noshing more than short allusions to what was going
forward at the time, or to something which was in anticipation.
For instance, in ascending a hill, the song of our Arab companions
would be—“ Now we are going up the hill—now we are going up the
hill” And in descending—« Now we are going down—now we are
going down;f‘ Each sentence being repeated all the time the action
alluded to was going forward, without the slightest variation of any
kind. In .appmac];in'g a town, the song would consist of something
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about the time we were likely to arrive there, or what good things
were to be had at the place—eating being usually the summum
bonum. On our return to Bengazi in June the whole burthen of
our camel-driver’s song for three days was the reward which he'
expected to have for driving his camels so fast.

It was late in the evening when we arrived at Apollonia, w:th—
out having met with a single human being ; our road led chiefly over
a stony country intersected by deep ravines, which our horses had
the greatest difficulty in crossing.

We were told at El Hilal, that we should find Arab tents and
plenty of water at Apollonia, but neither of these had we the good
fortune to meet with, after a long and very diligent search.

We accordingly began to dig aavell in the sand, but the water which
drained into it was too salt to drink, and our labour was wholly
thrown away. The day had been hot, and the exertions which were
necessary in getting our horses safely across the deep and numerous
ravines which obstructed our passage from El Hiladl to Apollonia,
had tolerably exhausted the strength of our party before we arrived
at our journey’s end ; but the circumstances in which we were placed
had the effect of renewing it for a time, and it was midnight before
we discontinued our search for Arab tents, and our efforts to procure
a supply of water. As no hopes of finding either appeared to he
left us, we gave over the aearcin, and retired to our tents; the water-
skins were carefully drained, and afforded us something less than a
pint, which was divided amongst the party, consisting of eight, and
we laid ourselves down to sleep away the inconvenience which we
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had not been able to remedy. At daylight on the fifth we rose to
make our way to Cyrene, which we knew could not, at all events, be
more than half a day’s journey to the southward; but ill fortune
still pursued us, for neither our Chaous, nor the camel-driver,
had any knowledge whatever of the road. '‘As we knew, from
our actual position, that we could not well be mistaken in the direc-
tion of Cyrene, we set out upon the chance of finding some track
which might eventually lead to the point required ; and after follow-
ing several paths, one after the other, all of which only led us into
the wood and left us, a great part of the day was consumed without
effect. It was too late to think of returning to El Hilal, for it
would not have been safe. to cross after dusk the many deep
ravines which interposed in that route, and we determined to make
our way over the mountains which lay between us and Cyrene, since
we could not find a pass leading through them. We knew that on
reaching the summit of the range we should have a view of the place
we were bound to, which could not, in a straight line, be far from uss
but our project was soon discovered to be more easily projected than
executed : for the sides of the mountain were thickly covered with
wood, a;iaong-which we were obliged to scramble as we might, and
after dragging our horses for several hours through these impedi-
ments, and over the rough stony ground and slippery parts of the
rock, we found, on reaching the top'of one hill, that another was
before us, as difficult to pass as the one we had just surmounted ;
and that a thickly-wooded valley must be crossed before we could
attain even the foot of it. .By this time the camels which had pur-
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sued a different track were discovered on the opposite side of a
ravine, and we flattered ourselves that they had succeeded in finding
the right path ; it was impossible however for us to join them with-
out retracing our steps, and we knew that we should never have
"been able to get our horses down the hill, which had cost them so
many leaps and heavy falls to ascend ; nothing therefore was left but
to push on as well as we could, and after four hours’ labour, such as
we never experienced, and have certainly no wish to encounter
again, we reached the top of the range and stopped a few minutes
to refresh our horses, who were covered with foam, and trembling so
much with terror and fatigue that a halt had became unavoidable.
They had been, like ourselves, for nearly two days without water,
and the heat of the weather, ined to the exertions which "were
necessary, had rendered thirst doubly annoying. On arriving at the
summit of the range our view was still impeded by woed, and though
we climbed several trees, to look out for an object which might guide
us on the way which still remained for us to take, we could not suc-
ceed in overtopping the forest which lay between us and Cyrene. Our
course was therefore still doubtful, and in a short interval which we
devoted to rest, it was proposed that some of us should push on in
advance, leaving the horses in charge of the others, and endeavour to
find some opening: this was accordingly done, till our voices could
scarcely be heard by each other, but still without any success.
Beyond this distance it would not have been prudent to go, as we -
should scarcely have found one another again, had we ventured to
ramble out of hearing. As it was, we experienced some difficulty in
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re-assembling our little party, consisting of four, and began once more
to lead our horses forward who were very unwilling to move. After
some further search, we came suddenly on a path which crossed us
at right angles in our course; and as it was broad and evidently led
through the wood, we determined at all events to follow it. It con-
tinued to be practicable and commodious, to our great relief and
satisfaction ; and we forgot, for a time, all our troubles, in the pros-
pect of a speedy release from the embarrassment which our trip over
the hill had brought upon us. |

This path was very fortunately the right one, and led direct from
Cyrene to Apollonia ; but as it came into the plain at some distance
from the point at which we began to ascend, and was wholly con-
cea.le;l by the wood. which covered the sides of the mountain, it
escaped our observation altogether, till we crossed it at the top of
the range. After following it for some time we came to an open
space, and were gratified with a view of Cyrene, which in the course
of a few hours more we reached, and found ourselves once again by
the side of the fountain which appeared to us, after our long absti-
nence, more attractive and beautiful than ever.

We found on inquiry that our camels and baggage had not
arrived, a circumstance which rather surprised us, as we expected
from the view which we had had upon the road that they would
have been in advance of us. Two men were immediately de-
spatched in search of them, carrying a skin of water which we knew
from our own experience would be acceptable, and after sun-set
we had the pleasure of seeing them arrive without any material loss
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or accident. It appeared that the road up the mountain which they
had been observed to take terminated abruptly at the foot of .a pre-
cipice, a circumstance which greatly surprised them, for the track
which they followed was undoubtedly trodden, and, as it seemed to
them, very recently. No outlet, however, was on any side visible,
and as they stood pondering on the object of a road which led only
to the base of a high perpendicular cliff and was closely hemmed in
by thickets and brushwood, they thought they heard a mill at work,
the sound of which seemed to come from above*. As they looked
up with astonishment towards the side of the mountain, from which
the noise apparently came, they clearly heard a soft female voice
issue from it, and soon perceived two very pretty young Arab girls
looking out of a square hole op the side of the precipice, at the
height of about an hundred and fifty feet above their heads—the
place being not only inaccessible from below but equally so from
above, and indeed on all sides of it, owing to the smoothness and
perpendicular surface of the cliff in which it was formed.

When their surprise was a little abated our servants requested
some water, but were told that there was none in the house; the
girls inquiring at the same time where our people were going, and if
they belonged to the English at Grenna. They replied in the affir-
mative, and said they had lost their way. One of the females then
asked how many the party consisted of, and were answered, fifteen,

The mill used for grindiug corn by the Arabs is nothing more than a small flat
stone on which another is turned by the hand, and this is usually placed in the lap of the
women, who are the only millers and bakers in Arab families.



