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Goths or Vandals, when, after having given a short assent to the 

truth of this remark, we turned towards the mountain from which 

the water issued) and entering an excavated chamber which presented 

itself, began to examine its connexion with the stream. 

We found that a channel had been cut from this apartment £1.[' 

into the bowels of the rock, (at the height of about five feet from 

the level of the chamber,) along which the water flowed rapidly 

from the interior, and precipitated itself in a little case,a.de into a 

basin, formed to receive it. on a 1evel with the floor of the apart­

inent: from hence it passed out into the open space in front of the 

mount~in. The channel forms a passage of about four feet in height, 

and is about three feet in breadth; the sides and roof are flat, but 

the bed of the str~am,. which occupies the whole width of the 

passage, is worn into irregular fonns . by the strong and constant 

actiun of the water. 

'''' e inquired of the Ch¥>us how far the channel continued to 

wind into the heart of the rock. and what it eventually led to; but 

he could only inform us that its length had never been ascertained, 

and that it w~s known to be the haunt of demons and fairies, as the 

Arabs of the place (he said) could testify r It would have been 

useless to assert our disbelief of tbis statement, tbat is, of the latter 

part of it j and having satisfied ourselves by examining this myste .. 

rious passage, as far as the day-light. e"tended, and ascertaining that 

it continued still farther into .the mountain, we determint.."<i to take 

an early opportunity of bringing lights and exploring it to tbe end, 

and proceeded to examine the otber parts of the excavation. On 
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one side of the cascade are two excavated chambers, Of rather one 

chamber divided into two compartments j and in the farther division 

is a second basin, sunk below the level of the chamber, which appears 

to have originally communicated with the stream by means of a small 

aperture in the rock just above it; but no water at present finds its 

way through this opening, and the basin would be dry were it not 

fbr the rain which washes into it from without during the winter 

season. It is probable that this reservoir was originally devoted to 

the service of the priests who had the charge of the sacred stream, 

in the performance of their religious ceremonies. Nearly opposite 

to it is what appears to have been the principal entrance j ~nd we 

lbund here a tablet, broken in two pieces, which seems to have fallen 

from over the doorway, and ne{r it the fragment 'of a fluted, engaged 

column. On the tablet is sculptured three female figures, joining 

hands as if perfbrmillg a sacred dance: the mode of executing the 

draperies in this bas-relief would seem tp' point it out as ~longing 

toa very early period; and the difference of style bctween it and 

another bas-relief which we found near it, representing a female 
, . 

figurc crowning a term, \\ill be obvious on a reference to the plates 

of the two performances given. The last-mentioned tablet is of white 

marble, in excellent style, and finished with all the delicacy and taite 

of the most relined periods: "he upper part of it appeared at first 

8ight: to be naked, but on a more attentive inspection it was found 

to be covered with what is t.'vidently intended for a light, transparent, 

drapery, the few folds of which are very slightly, though very clearly 

defined, and result with great propriety as well as simplici~y from 
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the easy and graceful action of the figure. As the tablet has lain 

for ages with its face towards the ground, the polish still remains 

very. conspicuously upon its surface; and contributes to give an 

additional air of finish to this tasteful and interesting performance. 

The group we first mentioned is executed in sandstone; and it 

will be seen that the style of it, although characterised by archaism, 

is by no means deficient either in sentiment or taste, or 4istinguished 

by an ignoranee of the rules of art. The faces in both of these 

tablets have been mutilated, and other parts of the compositions, as 

will be seen by the plates, are wanting. 

In front of the fountain two porticoes appear to have het!n 

erected, if we judge from the channels which are cut in the surf~ 

of the rock, intu which t~e pediments seem to have been inserted: 

and on a part of the cliff; at right angles with the faee of the rock, i, 

an inscription in Doric Greek recording the name of a priest who 

built one of the porticoes in question 

It is probable that the separation of a part of the cliff' from til<' 

rest, in consequence of the foundation having given way, was the 

cause of the destruction of the portico of Dionysius, (the name which 

is mentioned in the inscription;) no other indications of' which now 

remain except the marks we have alluded to in the surface of the 

rock. The front of the fountain is hQ~"ever much encumbered with 

soi~ washed down by the winter rains from above: and parts of the 

ur .o.IONYl:IO:unTA 
IEPEITEYnNTANKPANAN 
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portico may yet be found beneath it should this place be excavated 

at any future period: the chambers within lU'e also llluch encum· 

bered with the same material, washed in through the entrance wher" 

the tablet was discovered, and it is by no means improbable that 

interesting remains might be found underneath the soil which is 

collected there. 

There is II; good deal of building in front of the mountain (without 

the limits which we may suppose I<> have been occupied by the 

portico of Dionysius,) of which it seems difficult I<> establish the 

nature; if it be not in some way connected with the reception of the 

water, and its distribution over the town of Cyrenc. It appears to 

us that the stream was originally confined, and ' raised by lateral 

compression to a height s~ient to alIo,!, of ·its being conducted 

into different parts of the town, the level of which is considerably 

above that of the fountain itself; but in what precise manner this 

object was accomplished we will not here venture to suggest. The 

remains of an aqueduct are still visible on the brow of the hill, 

from which the cliff desoends perpendicularly to the fountain, 

leading from thence to the brink of a ravine OIl the opposite side. 

down which also flows another stream of excellent water. From 

the traces of building which we perceived about this ravine we 

should imagine that the aqueduct had been formerly thrown 

across it, and the wat" distributed over the cultivated grounds 

which lie without the walls of' the city; at present the stream 

which flows down it, as well as that of the fountain already 

described, finds its way over the country below inl<> the sea, 
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and is no otherwise serviceable than ·as it aWords an occasional 

draught to the Bedouins who frequent the neighbourhood during 

th~ summer, and to the cattle who drink with their masters. The 

excavated chambers of the fountain of Apollo· are occupied at thili 

season by flocks of sheep and goats, and the whole of the level space 

in front of the mountain is thickly covered at such times with these 

animals, as well as with numerous herds of cattle. attracted thither 

by the water which now strays over its surface. \Vhen we first 

arrived at Cyrene these intruders had not made their appearam .. 'C: 

and we rambled about, to our great comfort and I:Iatisfaction, without 

meeting a single living craature besides those of our own party in 

the day time, and a few jackalls and hyamas in the morning and 

evening, which always ~an oft' on our approach. 

After satisfying our thirst, and, in some degree, our curiosity, at the 

fountain, we descended a few feet to some remains which we per­

ceived on a level piece of ground below it; and found that they were 

those of a peripteral temple which, from the fragmentof an inscrip­

tion that we discovered among its ruins, mentionillg the name of 

the Goddess, appears to· have been dedicated to Diana. 

Little more thM the ground-plan of this temple is now remaining, 

and most of the columns are buried beneath the soil; we were able. 

]n apeaking olthe fountain to which the Libyalls conducted the founders of Cyren(', 
Herodotus says, «')'1I')'O\I'Ttr~' O'~Ellr '.1 I(f'lI"I'J~ ),,1"O~fn'l~ II YIII A'lI'O)").&ollOf, mrll,.-" A'~~H 

E).)..,,~tr. IYNIIITDI II~' nl'I T'IIOIOl OIl('flY' IY TDlUTDI 'YDIE f, DU~YOr TITP'lTDlI ."-( MeJp. En'I'). 

And u the Iltream here alluded to i. the principal fountain of the place we m .. ., IUp­

poee it witb probaQ,ility to ave been that of Apollo, 
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however, to ascertain that the portico was hexastyle, and the column. 

about four feet and a half in diameter: thOle on the south side are 

so completely huried that no traces of them whatever are visible; 

hut from those which are still in their places on the opposite side we 

were led to suppOse that the number of columns was no more than 

ten, instead of eleven, which is the usual proportion in peripteraI 

temples according to the rules laid down by Vitruvius·. As the 

number of lateral intercolumniations would not, with this disposition, 

be double the number of those in the front, the whole length of the 

temple in question could not be equal to twice its breadth, which 

we accordingly find to be the case: and i~ is probable, therefore, that 

the red.., or body of the temple, was built before the other parts of 

it, and that the columns and pftrticoes were, .added at a subsequent 

period, and the number of pillars regulated by the dimensions of 

what w ... . already constructed. At the same time the ' width of 

the intercolumniations does not appear to have been greater than 

seven feet, which is scarcely more (as compared with the size of 
the shaft) than the shortest space allowed between columns in Greek 

and Roman architecturet. There are no columns, at either end, 

• Th~re al'e, however. many exceptioDs to tbil:l rule. which doeR lIot appear to have 

been by any means generally adopted by the Greeks. The number of columna on thf' 

flanks of temples lleem to have"' been ulr.lally (at the same time) fMre than double the 

number in front, and aeIdom less :}y more than one, the proportion given by Vitruviul. 
t The pycnOlltyle is the leut intucolumniation allowed by VitruviuI, and is one dia~ 

meter and a half of the column at the bottom of the ahaft; but neither this proportion, 
nor that of the lyltyIe, which ia equal to two diametel'l of the column, are recommended 

by him for general adoptioll: linee "the matrons (he adds) who go to their IUP­

plicationl , mutulilly supporting each other. canDot paM through the intercolumniatioOi 
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betwll<!n the &ntH> in thi. temple; and the waUs of the rede. must 

have heen continued from the angle till they reached the jambs of 

the .doorways. lfthe statue of the deity looked towards Ule west (as 

recommended by Vitruvius, chap. v.)' it must have heen placed in 

the prona"", and not in the cella, to bave been seen througb the 

doorway from witbout; for tbe wall which divides the cella from the 

pron8os continued too far across the interior to have allow(!cl of auy 

door in the centre of it, opening from one.of these to the other, (as 

will appear by the plan ;) and it would be absurd to look for a com·· 

munication between them in any other part of the n"all. Under t.his 

diaposition, had the statue been in the cella, and its filce turned 

towards the west, it must have looked again8t the wall in question ; 

and could not have been seen at all from the western front of' tIll' 

templet. From the portions of Doric entablature which we PCI" 

(those or the pycnO!l!yle and ,yetyle dimensiolls are intended) Ull lC!l!l th~y "Cpaml e lind 

walk in tank .. Tne view ofthe entrance, and of the lltatuetl lhemeelvcs, is alllO obtotructed 
when the columnl are placed 110 lillie apart; lind the ambulatol'Y, wh~ width ; ~ 

governed by the interval between the columns, is inconvenit::nt from ill! being flO nal"row ." 
-Wilkin.'. VitruviuI, vol. i. p. II, 12 . 

.. "The temples of the goch uught to be so placed t llat the It8tu.e, which l,a!! il. stll_ 
tion in the cella, ~bould, if there be nothing to illterfere with luch 11 disposition, fnce Iii.· 
west; in order tbat tllOlle who come to make oblation. and ofter aacrifices may face tilt' 

eut, when their view i. directed toward" the statile: and those who come tl> impoee "POll 
themllelvee the performance of vows, may have the temple Ilnd the east immediarely 
before them. Thul the ,t.atMH they regard wiU appear as if riling [rom the eut tIntl 
lookiag dOWll upon the lupplWlti. "-{Wilkin", Vitruviu" vol. i. p. 79.) 
. t The mOlt alJciegt position of temple. appe8l'1 to lilwe been east and Wett, with ttlt" 

entrance, or fro,.ti,p~'e. toward. the weet; and the lltatue of the deity looking toward!! 
the ume point; 10 that they who 'Worshipped ,houid have their facell turned toward. the 
rieing sun. The contr:ary .. peet wall, however, adopted at an early period, and appears 
to have bMn univertal in later ages whenenf" local caUIIelI did not interfere with Iltch a'i 

arrangement. 
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ceived among the ruins of this temple, we may conjecture that it 

was of that order; but we. could no where di~over any parts of the 

capitals belonging to the columns, and the bases, if ever there were 

any, are buried under the soil which has accumulated about the 

building. It will be seen by the plate (page 430) that there is a 

building attached to this temple on the northward which has no con­

nection with its original plan; and there are other remains of build­

ing beyond these, and to the westward of them, which will require 

excavation to determine their plans. We have already mentioned 

the fragment from which we have ventured to conjecture that the 

temple was dedicated to Diana; and we may add that a mutilated 

female figure (of which we have given a drawing, page 427) was 

also found close to its northern4llvall. The .statue, it will be seen, is 

in a sitting position; and a part of the chair only was visibl~ when 

we first discovered it among the heavy fragments.of building with 

which .it was encumbered, as well as with the soil which had 

accumulated about it. We succeeded, however, after some trouble 

in clearing it, and were rather disappointed at finding so little 

of it remaining. The girdle which encircles the waist of this 

figure has been executed with great care and precision; it is 

represented as closely tied, and the ends of it, which hang down 

in front, are finished with little tassels strongly relieved from 

the surface of the drapery; this ohject, in fact, seems to have 

been one of primary importance with the sculptor, and may have 

been intended (if we suppose it to have been the statue of 

Diana) to point out symbolically the peculiar characteristic of 
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the . goddess, her attachment to (or rather her nrofession of) ner­

petual celibacy·. 

· It waa between the remains of the temple of Diana and the foun­

tain that we · discov~ the beautiful bas-relief of white marble 

which ·we have already mentioned above; and near it we found the 

torso ofa male figure the size of life (a.t.o of white marble) executed 

in the best sty Ie of Grecian sculpture. 

A little beyond this temple the level tract of ground stretehing out 

from tbe base of the cli1f from which the fountain issues is terminated 

by .a strongly-built wall, the top of which is even with the surface; it 

baa heen built for the purpose of keeping up the soil, which would 

otherwise, from the abrupt descent of the ground, be washed down by 

the winter rains and. the ~uilding. upon it exposed to be undennined. 

This wall, which is a very conspicuous object from below, must have 

formed . in its perfect state an admirable defence, as it would have 

e1fectually precluded the possibility of any approach to the place 

from the country beneath. Since the waters of the fountain have 

heen left to their natural course the .tream pours itself over the top 

of the wall in a pretty, romantic-looking cascade; the effect of which . 
is heightened by the trees growing up against the barrier, amongot 

wh_ braucheo tbe water daahes in its passage to the plains below . 

.-\, few pace. beyond the first wall the grllund again de8Cends abruptly 

and ill kept up by a similar structure; after which it continues to do 

• The clOiely-dnwn girdle of the ladiee of antiquity, like the .nood of the Scottieh 
maid., "..;.ymbolica1-gf all IlDIMI'li«f I1ate; and to looseD it ..,., part of the nuptial 
_ nlD8R'y' 

-" ; .:.~( 
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so more rapidly, each descent being quickly succeeded by another, 

till they finish altogether at the foot of the mountain. 

The position of Cyrene is, in fact, on the edge of a range of hi1.l. of 

about eight hundred feet in height, descending in galleries, one below 

another, till tbey are terminated by the level ground which forms the 

summit of a second range beneath it. At the foot of the upper 

range, on which the city was built, is a fine sweep of table-land most 

beautifully varied with wood, among which are scattered tracts of 

barley and corn, and meadows which are covered for a great part 

of the year with verdure. Ravines, whoSll sides are thickly covered 

with trees, intersect the country in variC?us directions, and form the 

channels of the mountain-streams in their passage from the upper 

range to the sea. The varild tract of table-land of which we are 

speaking extends itself east and west as far as the eye can reach; and 

to the northward (after stretching about five miles in tbat direction) 

it descends abruptly to the sea. The lower chain, which runs all along 

the coast of the Cyrenaica, is here, as it is at Ptolemeta and other 

places, thickly covered with wood,and intersected, like the upper range, 

with wild and romantic ravines; which assume grander features as 

they' approach the sea. The height of the lower chain may be esti­

mated at a tbousand feet, and Cyrene, as situated on the summit of 

the upper one, is elevated abo~t eighteen hundred ieet from tbe level 

of the sea, of which it commands an extensive .. iew over the top of 

the range below it·. For a day or two after our first arrival at 

• The height of the upper range from the level of the .. a, .. obtained by ·Captt.itt 
Smyth {rom a sea base, wu J575 feet.-The dip of the vi.ible 1ft horiJon, repeatedly 
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Cyrene a thick haze had . settled over the roast, and we were not 

aware that the sea was seen SQ plainly from the town as we after­

wllJ'da found it to have been. When the mist cleared away the view 

w ... truly magnificent ;, and may be said to be one of those which 

remain impressed upon the mind, undiminished ill interest by a 

comparison with others, and as strongly depicted there after a lapse 

of many years as if it were still before the eyes. We shall never 

forget the first effect of this seene (on approaching the edge of the 

beight on which Cyrene is situated) when the fine sweep of land which 

Ii .. stretched at the foot 'i the range burst suddenly upon us ill all 

its varied forms and tints; and imagination painted the depth of 

the descent from the summit of the distant hills beneath IlS to the 

coast, terminated by the long uninterrupted line of'blue, which . 
was distinguished rising high in the misty horiwn. If we knew 

in what the powers of description consisted we should be tempted 

to employ them on this occasion; and would endeavour to convey 

to the minds of our readers the same impressions of the beautiful 

position of Cyrene which the view of it suggested to ourselves. 

Bnt one glance of the eye is, we fear, worth more, in calling up the 

feelings which are produced by fine scenery, than all that description 

is capable of effecting; and the impress.ions which time will never 

eftioce from our own minds would never (it is probable) be stamped, by • 
words of ours, on the mind. of those in whom we could wish to excite 

meMured by u. with Ii. theodolite from the 8ummit, waa 4Z' 00". which, adding 1,," (Or' 
terrfttrial -refn.ction; give. 2003 feet for the heiKht-the mean of these,whic:h we have 

.adopted, io 18O.'l fee'. 
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them. Under this conviction we will turn from the view before us, 

and proceed to describe a very remarkable peeuliarity in the northern 

face of the heights of Cyrene. We have already stated that . the 

side of the mountain descends abruptly, in this direction, to the plain 

below; not by a single, unbroken descent, but in ledges, or galleries, 

one above another, which terminate only in the plain itself. The 

Cyreneans have judiciously taken advantage of this formation, and 

shaped the ridges alluded to into practicable roads leading along the 

side of the mountain, which have originally communicated in some 

instances one with another by means of navow flights of steps cut in 

the rock. The roads are to this day very plainly indented with the 

mar!>s of chariot wheels deeply sunk in their smooth stony sUrrace ; 
• 

and appear tll have been the ~vourite drives of the inhabitants who . 
enjoyed from them the delightful view which we have despaired. of 

being able to place before our readers. The rock, in most instances, 

rises perpendicularly from one side of these aerial galleries, and is 

excavated into innumerable tombs, whicb have been formed with 

great labour and taste, and the greater number of them have been 

adorned with architectural fa~ades built against the smooth. side of 

the rock itself, contributing materially to increase the interest, 

and to add to the beauty of the drives. When the rock would serve 

for the porticoes in front of th~ tombs, without any addition of build­

ing. it was left in the forms required; and if only a part of it would 

..,rve. the remainder was added by the arcbitect. Thi. mode of pro­

ceeding added greatly to the strength of the work. and was probably 

attended. at the same time. with a saving of labour. The outer sides 
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of the roads, where they descended from one range to another; were 

ornamented with sarcophagi and monumental tombs, and the whole 

sloping space between the galleries was completely filled up with 

similar structures. These, as well as the excavated tombs, exhihit 

very superior taste and execution; and the clusters of dark green 

furze and slender shrubs with which they are now partly overgrown, 

give an additional effect, by their contrast of forms and colour, to 

the multitude of white buildings which spring up from the midst of 

them. We have endeavoured in the drawing here annexed, to give 

some idea of this ·remarkable scene; hut although we have copied it 

with fidelity, and with all the eare which our time allowed, the effect 

of our view falls very far short ofthat which is produced by the seen .. 

itself-. 

On leaving the fountain and the temple of Diana we descended 

the side of the hill and took our course along the galleries we have 

mentioned, passing with some difficulty from one to another, through 

the thick furze with which the ground is over.pread, and enterin~ 

the most conspicuous of the excavated tombs which we pas,oo in our 

route along the roads. 

They usually consisted of a single chamber; at the end of which, 

opposite the doorway, was an elegant, highly finished f"')ade, almost 

alway. of the Doric order, cut in the SIqooth surface of the rock itself 

with great regularity and beauty of execution. It generally repre-

• We may add. tha't the circum8tance of being obliged. to reduce our drawing (which 
it . 'large one) to the lite of a quarto plate, haa. at tile same time, operated to itll dis­
ad.aouge, ... 'migbt naturally indeed have been expected. 
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senteU a portico, and the number of columns hy which it was sup­

posed to be supported varied according to the length of the tomb. 

The spaces between the columns themselves also varied; the porticoes 

being sometimes monotriglyph, and sometimes ditriglyph, """"riling 

to the fancy of the architeet. lletween the columns were the cell", (if 

we may call them so) for the reception of the ashes or the bodies of 

the deceased, Cllt lar into the rock, at right angles with the fa~ade; and 

the height of these was necessarily regulated by that of the columns 

Irom the level of the chamber". As the spaces between the columns 

were wider, or otherwise, the width of the cellre varied accordingly, 

there never being morc than one of these recesses between any two of 

the columns. The cell,., had often separate fa~ades on a smaller scale 

than the principal one, but al~ays of the ,:,me order; and they were 

. occasionally made to represent doorways: the entrance to them 

appears to have been originally closed with a tablet of stone on which 

there was probably some inscription recording the names of the 

persons witbin. ln some instances part of such a tablet was left 

standing, but we never found one entire in any of the tombs, and 

very rarely saw fragments of them at all. As most of the chambers 

.arc, however, much encumbered with soil washed in by the rains 

through the doorway of the tomb, it is probable that aome of these 

might be found entire on eXCjlvating either the chambers themselves, 

• I t must be reco!Jected that thcae fayades were merely representations of porticoes. 
and that the columns did not project farther from the surface than haU their own 
diameter. 
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or the ground immediately about the entrance to them The 
o 

cellre were sometimes sunk to a considerable depth below the levels 

of the chambers, and contained ranges of bodies or cineral urns 

placed one above another, each division being separated from that 

above and beneath it by a ·slab of stone, resting on a projecting 

moulding which was raised on two sides of the cella. There are also 

divisions, in many instances, in the length of the ccl1~, some of them 

eentaining three and four places for bodies on the same level, but 

these are always ranged (to use a naval phrase) head and stern of 

each other; and we never saw an instance in which any two of them 

were paralleL In fact, the width of the cella, which, we have already 

stated, was regulated by the space between the columns, would have 

rendered such an an;angemcllt impossible, since it was of' the same 

breadth in all parts, whatever might be its extent in length and depth. 

For a more complete idea of these elegant mansions of the dead we 

reter our readers to the plates containing the ground-plans and ele­

vations of such of them as we had time to secure on pap~r. It will he 

seen that the proportions of the several members of the entablature , 
varied considerably in the few instances given; and indeedt we may say 

that there are scarcely two fa~ades where the measurements exactly 

eerrespondt· 

• All the excavated tomb. were not provide4 with antechambers, and the l.'i!I!;e ill 

such cues commenced from the surface ofthe external f .. ~ade. 
t The metopes are often far from being square, and the mutulc9 8l'C placed. at dif­

ferent m.tanc:el from ~he triglyphs according to the fancy of the architect. The capital 
of the triglypb. i. very rarely continued, in the same line, acr()lll the metopes; but ill 
almost alway. deeper ',in the laet.mentioned divillion , forming a moulding in the spact! 
between " the 'triglyphll; which gives an air of finish to thia part of the entltblatur~. 
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There were, however, very few instances in which the est.ablis~ 
. . 

laws of propo~tion, 80 far as propriety and, apparent oecurity are 

Above die capital of the triglyphs, between itand the cymatium below the corona, there is 
usually a t.nd or fillet, of the same depth, for the most part, with tbe capital, and on the 
lIame plane with it; and the capital itself lometimes projects a little beyond the femora 

of the triglyph, and ItOmetimes is on the Mme level with it. The cymatium below thecorOD8 
i. t'or the moat parr much deeper than the usual proportion afthat member; whicb appear. 
to have been. done in order to show the ornament upon it, which would Dot otherwite, 
(rom the projection of the corona and the depth of the mutulee, be conlpicuous. The 
proportion of lhl' corona it!elf also varies, and the scotia beneath it is sometimes intro­
duced, and 80metimes omitted altogether. Much difference exists in the depth of the 
cyma, liS well as in that of its fastigium; and the lion~' heads. which are often sculp­

tured upon it, are sometimes introduced and sometimes omitted. Whenevf'r theee 
are placed, as they usually are, over the axes of the column" an o~nament repre­

~ellting the end of a tile is often found to accompany them, placed on the futigium, 
exactly over tile centre of the metopee. There is aleo a difference ill the depth 

of the regulre and mutu}e., . as well as il the thickness and de[)th of the gutte, the form 
of the latter being sometimes conical and sometimell cy~indrical, and on lOme occasion. 

ahM!t squore. The upper part of the two outer channel! of the triglyph.e are lOme­

times cut parallel with the Hne of the capital; put more frequently inclined a Httle 
dowmvard •• so 88 to meet the bottom of the moulding above the metopt'S, which we have 

already stated is not often in a Iille with that of the capitals of the triglyphe. The depth 
of the t12llia, al80, and that of the epistylium (or architrave) varies in different iDitaDceI ; 
as well as tilt> proportions of the columl1ll themselves. and those of their abaci, or plintha: 

the latter are generally curmounted with an elegantly proportioned cymatium, which is 
itself almaet al.aY8 crowned with a fillet. We may add that the curve of the echil:lI,111 
allO varies, but i. ulually of a light and elegant proportion; and the ulDuIete.sometimes 

follow tile line of the curve, and 8ometimC!l runge with that of the hypotrachelium: ibe 
number of these occlLBionally two, but more frequently three; and the upper and lower 

nnet (in the lut-mentiont!d illltance) are frequently cut .quare, while the central·one 

forms an angle. the ape. of which projects beyond the two otben. Thi., however. only 
OCCUR when the annu1etl range with the !hafte of the column .. for when they range with 
the lille of the echinus they are generally cut like t.he teeth of a .. w," the central o.oe 
i8 in the instance jUlt mentioned. We o"baerved that for the mOlt pert wh!!'n &Mulet. 
were adopted there were n~ channels, or groovet, hollowed in the bypotracheliulIl, and 
this equlllly obtained whether the anDuleLl followed the line of the ecl;UDllIc" or ~ o(.~ 
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concerned: were in any way materially violated, (at least, we may say, 
not in our opinion;) and the eye is seldom offended by an appearance 

either of weakness or· clumsiness in the columns, or of heavinc'ss or 

insignificance· in their entablaturcs. There is at the same time a 

good deal of variety in the disposition of the interiors, and the 

workmanship is usually very good. and O<'.casionaliy, indeed very 

shaft. There waR commonly a 611et dividing the channels, or fluting of the shaft. the pro­
portion of which was not always the same, and we rarely saw any flu t ing where the!lC 

were not adopted. and very Beldom any columna where the ,haftl were left plain . The 
difficulty of preserving the edges of the fluting with nicety, and of keeping them (rom 
being chipped and broken, appean to have been the rp.a~on for adopting the fillet ; for 
as the proportion!'! of the 6u;,.adl'lI. flRrtirnlArly thUlitl orlhp. illtel"iul" UJ 1 ~!I, wer p neceBIID.rily 
on a small 8cale, the edge!! of t he fluting, where no fillet WILlI Ulled, must have been nearly 
as sbarp 85 the edge of a sword, and consequently vf'.ry liable to accident. We may add 
that the width of the 6Uet accommodated itaelf to the entuill of the llhaft, and was con-

• 
t.inued round the upper part of the channels, so as to form the crown of the hypotra-
chelium. when no annuletl! were made U8e of;, for in that ca.ae the channels fini8hed in 
theile, fonning an 1'!1egant curve from the line of the column to the lowest of the annniets, 
which aometimc5 projected considerably from the upper part of the shaft. With regard 
to the dillposition of the triglyph8 with respect to thE' columns, we u8ually found them 
placed over the axes of the latter, ,vith sometimes one, and !Ometimes two intervening, 
as we have already mentioned above; with the exception, however, of thoee at the 
extremities of the ZOphOru8, which were 80metimes placed in the angle, and sometimes 
a "little removed from it, being in the latter ca&e placed over the joint ceI.tre of the half 
column and piluter which IIBually tenninated the fa.~ade at both extremitiell. We must 
remark, with respect to the introduction of the piiaBter conjointly with the columns at 
the angles, that the shana and the capital! were not wholly relieved from the surfact', 
although they were more to than half their dialPeter. It mutt be reconectOO. at the 
ume time that the whole fae;ade wall gener~lly formed in the rock itself, and bad conse­
quently no weight to suppOrt, and no internal arrangements to which it Wall neCC8llary 
tUt it 'sMyJd be aoc:ommoda.ted. The placing of the triglyph .. was therefore purely 
optional, and miiht be't.dapted to the taste 01' the fancy of the architect, who was thus 
eDabled to fonow his oWn roea. of proportion and arrangement, without reference to allY 

. • ~rdfbbt me "eye; 
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frequently, admirable. In several of the excavated tombs we • 
discovered remains of painting, representing historical, allego­

rical, and pastoral subjects, executed in the manner of those of 

Herculaneum and Pompeii, some of which were by no mean. in­

ferior, wheri perfect, to the best compositions which have come 

down to us of those cities. In one of the chambers, which we shall 

hereafter describe. we found a suite of what appear to be allego­
rical subjects. executed with great freedom of pencil and still ex­

hibiting uncomm·on richness of colour. The composition and design 

of these groups display at the same time great knowledge of the art, 

and do credit tu t.he cla.o;;;sic taste ann good feeling of the painter. It 

appears extremely probable that all the excavated tombs were origi­

nally adorned with paintings itbooy colo~ representing either com­

positions of figures or of animals, or at any m,te devices and patterns. 

We ascertained very clearly that the different members of the archi­

tecture have also in many instances been coloured; and these exam­

ples may be adduced in further confirmation of what has heen inferred 

from the reoent discoveries at Athens-that the Greeko (like the 

Egyptians) were in the habit of painting their buildings; thus de­

stroying the simplicity and sullying the modest hue of their Parian and 

Pentelic marble,! We do not allude to the representation of figures 
or compositions, which might rather, perhaps, be considered ornat­

mental than otherwise; but to the actual disfigurement of the 

several members of the architecture by covering them with 8troJtg 

and gaudy colours; a practice as revolting to good taste anel propriety 

as that of dressing the Apollo (if we may suppose ....,11 profanatiooo;) 
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in a gold-laced Coat and waistcoat; or the Venus of PraxiteIes in 

.tiJf .tays and petticoata. We are sorry to observe that the practice 

we .allude to does not appear to be the result of any oocaBional 

caprice or fancy, but of a generally established system; for the colours 

of the several parts do not seem to have materially varied in any two 

iIlll1anceo with which we are acquainted. The same colours are 

used for the same members of the architecture in so many of the 

tombs at eyrene, that we can scarce! y doubt that one particular 

colour was appropriated by general consent or practice to each of the 

several parts of the buildings. The triglyphs, for instance, with their 

capitals, were invariably painted blue in all the examples we know of 

where their colours are still remaining; and the regulre and mutules. 

together with th~ir gut~ were always of the same oolour, as w •• 

also the fillet which we have described as intervening between the 

capitala of the 'triglyphs and the cymatium below the corona. The 

soffit of the corona was also painted blue. in the parts which were 

oocupied by the mutUles; and the space between the latter. together 

with the scotia, were at the same time painted red: the sides of the 

Blutules, and the upper part of the moulding whicli we have men­

tioned as running along the tops of the metopes, together with the 

t\lenia, or fillet, below the triglyphs, were equally of a red colour. 

Pattern. were at the I181J1etime very frequently painted, chiefly in 

blue and red, on the cymatia of the entablature and of the plinths of 

.dae capitals; BDd thio .. ao equally the case when the patteros were 

cut as, well as whe!m they were put in in outline, The central annulet 

_ ,..My painted blue and 'the upper and lower ones red; and 
.La 



444 MERGE TO CY'RENE. 

when there were only two they were both paiD~ red, which .. as 

sometimes the only colour employed when the ... were three . . We 

conld not ascertain what pmtieular colour was ' used for the · abacu. 

and echinus, for we .. !dom found any traces of colour remaining 

either upon them or upon the shafts of the columns. In one or two 

instances, however, the abacus seems to have been red, and in one 

which we have given in plate (p. 452), it .ppears to have been some­

thing of a lilac colour. The colours of the metopes and architraves 

must also he left in uncertainty; and. indeed. it may perhaps he 

infetted from our never finding any positive colour remaining upon 

them, that the larger parts of the en tablature were left plain. and 

that the smaller, or ornamental, parts only were painted. We are 

ouroelves inclined to think that this was the. case; as 'well with ·regard 

to the entablature as to the columns; for we should otherwise have 

found the parts in question occasionally painted. which we do not 

recollect tobave decidedly seen. 

It may here he remarked, with respect to what· appears to have 

belen the established colour of the triglyphs at eyrene, that there is 

a singular correspondence between this practice of the eyren ...... and 

that which is attribu~ by Vitruvius 'to the artificers of early timeo 
when wood was used instead of stone in the construetion of their 

buildings. For the parts whicb. in the wooden strncture& alluded 'to, 

corresponded to the triglyphs of later periods, are said by·this author·' 

to have been covered with btue wax; and we have already sta~ 

that blue was the preyailing . colour of the triglyphs in' buildings . of 

all clas&es at eyrene; It would thus appear that the · colours; .like· 
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the forms, of buildings, were adopted in imitation of early custom; 

and this circumstance will alone sufficiently . account for the uni-
• 

formity, in point of colour, of one building with another; and may 

be considered 88 a reason why fancy or caprice were not allowed, 

in th... instances, to have their usual weight among a people 

who were strenuously attached to the practices and customs of 

their ancestors. "In imitation of ~hese early inve1\tions, and of 

works executed in timber," (says Vitruvius, in the words of Mr. 

Wilkins, his English translator,) ~'the ancients, in constructing 

their edifices of stone or marble, adopted the forms which were 

there observed to exist. It was a general practice among the 

artificers of former times to lay beams transversely upon the 

walls; the intervals between them were then closed, and the • 
whole surmounted with coron", and fastigia of pleasing forms, 

executed · in wood. The projecting parts were afterwards cut 

away, 80 that the ends of the beams and the walls were in the 

same plane; but the sections presenting a rude appearance, tablets, 

formed Ilke tbe triglyphs of more modern buildings, and covered 

with bl.ue 11)""', were affixed to them, by which expedient the ends, 

whieh before oIFended the eye, now. produced a pleasing elfect. 

'FhU8 the ancient disposition of the beams supporting the roof 

i. ' the original · to which. we . may ,ttrihutethe introduction of 

triglyphs -into Doric buildings." (Wilkins's Vitruvius, vol. i. p. 
69;4>.) ., . 

)" 'WIoatievel' maY 'be:the trl1th of these J:emarks of Vitruvills respeet­

mt:<the'<lrijjin at ·the\~yph, it is singular that there should be so 
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decided a coincidence between the . practice which he has mentioned 

and that of the Cyreneana; we have in consequence been induced to . . 
lay ·the pasoage juot quoted before the reader, and to submit to thooe 
who are most competent to decide· the question, how far this analogy 

may be the result of accident, or how far it may be safely considered 

as obtaining in compliance with ancient custom. 

Among th~ tombs which have beeD excavated on the northern 

face of the heights of Cyrene there are several on a much larger seale 

than the rest; some of these appear to have been .public vaulta and 

contain a considerable number of cena,; others seem to have been 

appropriated to single families, and in two in.tances we found large 
excavated tombs containing each a sarcophagus of white marble 

ornamented with figures and "'eaths of flowers raiaed. in relief on 

the exteriors. We suspect these to be Roman; but the work­

manship of both is excellent and the polish still remains upon 
them in great perfection. 

We have already mentioned a ravine to the westwl\l'd of CyreDe, 

on the brink of which otands a portion of the aqueduct of which 

traces have been described a. still remaining above the fountain. 

This ravine, which forms the bed of a stream of ""cellent water, is 

highly picturesque and romantic; it deepens gradually in its CO\ll'Ie 

towards the sea, .lId is thickly overgrown with clusten of oitellder 

and myrtle which are blooming in the greatest luxuriance amidat 

the rocks overhanging the stream. On the western aide of the.lavine 

we found that galleries had. been formed, similar to tkooe alroady 

described on the northern face of the .rock of C~ aod u..t 
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wmbo bad equally been excavated there w which the galleries in 

question conduc;ted. The deep marks of chariot wheel. along the' 

galleries prove that these aloo bad fonnerly been wed as roads; and 

the romantic beauty of their situation, on the very brink of the steep 

descent w the bed of the Wrrent below, must have rendered them 

very delightful ones, There seems w have been originally a parapet 

wall along the dangerous parts of the road, (we mean those where 

the descent is very abrupt,) for there are considerable traces of one 

still extant about three feet from the ground: in some places, how. 

eTer, (where the road is not more than three feet in width, with 

the high, perpendicular rock on one , side, and an abrupt descent to 

the t<lrrent on the other,) there is no such defence now remaining; 

and the passage from one part of the gallery to the other is not here 
• 

quite 80 aafe for nervous people as it might be; The steep sides of 

the descent are thickly overgrown with the most beautiful flowering 

shrubs and creepers, and tall trees are growing in the wildest fonns 

&Ild positions above and below the roads, The Duke. of Clarence 

(when the choice of his death was proposed whim) had a fancy to 

be drowned in a butt of malmsey; and we think, if we found our . 

.elves in a similar dilemma, that we shoUld pitch upon some part 

.of this charming ravine, as the spot from which we could hurl 

ounelvesthrough myrtles &Ild oleandS'rs inw the pure stream which 

dashes below, 'with more pleaoure tbaa one could leap with from lile 

inw, death in moot other places that we know of. We must, how. 

~.,.,.,~that in ~ingalong the dangerou8 parts of the galleries 

here··1IiIwleII. kI; lao 'ueR , t&ney ever entered our heads; and we 
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took ,!"pecial care, notwithatanding the beauty.of the d~Dt, to 

keep cl.oser to the high r.ock.on one side of the road than , to the 

edge .of tbe charming precipice on the .other. 

There is a good deal of building, .of very excellent constructi.on, 

about the stream which runs along the bott.om .of the ravine; and 

the water seems originally to have been inclosed, and covered in, and 

(we think) also raised to a considerable height a,bove its bed, (as 

'appears to have been the case in the f.ountain of Apollo,) to be dis­

tributed .over the country in its neighbourhood. It is difficult to 

say in what precise manner this end may have been accomplished; 

and whether or not the water so raised was connected with the. aque­

duct which has already been mentioned as running down !o this 

mvine from the edge .of the clijf above the, pri'lcipal foW)tain; and 

which we have also stated appears to hav~ crossed it, and to have 

been continued 011 the opposite side. As the supply from both 

fountains is plentiful and c.onstant it would be well worth the labour 

and expense of preserving; and the level of both would render 

them comparatively useless to the town, as well as to the high 

ground about it, unless some means of raising the water wex:e re­

sorted to. They who had leisure. to examine 'the remains of building 

connected with these two streams, attentively; and were able, 

at the aame time, to bring ~ the search a sufficient know~e 

.of the principles of hydraulics and hydrostatics, would fim\, the 

inquiry ,a v.ery interesting o~e; for our own part .we . . COIlfeas J~t, 

without enjoying either of these advantages, we were usually t.\mpted 

to bestow a portion of our time, when paasing along the ~Yine in 
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queotlon, in trying to collect from the existing remain. hoW t.i,they 

may have been conducive to the object we have attributed to them. 

At IIPmething less than a quarter of a mile from the commencement 

of·this ravine, the stream. which flows down it i. joined by another, 

isouing out from the rOCk on its western side, and a basin has been 

formed in the rOCk itself for it. reception. In front of this third foun­

tain there are considerable traces of building, which are however so 

much buried by the accumulation of soil, and encumbered with shrubs 

and vegetation, that nothing satisfactory can be made out from them. 

The spot is now (like that in front of the fountain of A polio) a 

favourite retreat for the sheep and cattle of the Bedouins who occa­

sionally visit Cyrene; and our appearance often put them to a pre­

cipitate /light, and the 0\<1 women and children, who usually tended 

them, to a good deal of trouble in collecting them ' together 'again. 

These annoyances (we must say, in justice to the sex) were borne for 

the most part very good-naturedly; and we usually joined them in 

pursuit of the family quadrupeds with every disposition to assist them 

Ih the utmost. Indeed the A,rab women in general, of all ranks and 

ages, ...... remarkRble for patience and good nature; and we have often 

_n both these qualities in our fair African friend .. put to very 

severe trials without 8ulfering any apparent diminution. Their 

greIltest failings seem ·to he vanity and jealousy; and these are 

sui'ilIy too IIAtUml and too inconsiderable to merit any serious repre­

hl!Dlicil1: 'mote" ~ly in • barbaro.ati~. Curiosity is at the 

lIiIOMI'tinle;Witl'i' ~,''ai ' itil,.oaid to be with the 'sex in general, " 
q'atitj'iD ''I'ery':extlmai-ie ' ciieUlatioo; and if weeon1d have stopped 
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to answer all the various odd questions which the good ladiet .... ,r 
eyrene proposed to us, we should have employed the whole day ill 

replying to them. By the help of a few little trinkets, however, 

which we usually carried about with us, we contrived to put an e..d 

to the conversation, without any olfence, wllenever it began to 
exceed moderate limits; and continued our route under 8 shower of 

pious wishes that the blessing of God might attend us. 

In passing along the galleries we have mentioned in this ravine. 

there are a great many excavated tombs, some of which are very 

bcautifull,Y finished, and one of them presents the only example 

which we .remember to have met with at eyrene Of a mixttrreof't'oto 

orders of architecture in the same part of a building-the jlortico 

in front of this tomb being .u~rted by IQnic columns. surmounted 

with a Doric entablature. The whole portieo i. formed out of the 

rock itself, which has been left in the manner formei'ly alluded to, 

and advances a few feet before the wall of the chamber in which 

the door is excavated. The proportions are bad, and no part· of 

the tomb has anything particular to recommend it to notiee beyond 

the Peculiarity we have stated it to possess; but as it is the only 

instance which we observed of the kind, we have thought it as ·..,ell 

to advert to it. The tympanum is here placed immediately over 

the ",phorus. without any cornice intervening. and the mutul" are 

in consequence omitted-. Like many other excavated tombo ' at 

eyrene, the one now in question has no cellre beyond the chamblir: 

• 10 the tomb ot Theron at Agrigentum we have". similar hJltance of • Doric eDta~ 
bJature sllpported by Ionic column,. ." ' . ': "; ., ,', 
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and · 1Ihe placeo. for the bodies were sunk in the lloor itsclf and 

covered with .tablets of stone. In such cases we often see that 

two, or more, bodies have been ranged parallel with each other 

mund the sid"" of the chamber. in the manner represenred in the 

ground-plans (page 464). a circumstance which never occurs in 

thecellie, .... we have already stared above. 

The galleries which are formed in one side of this ravine lead 

nlUDd the cllif into another valley, somewhat broader, in which are 

aIJo several excavared tombs. In one of these, which has been 
furnished with a Doric portico, Mr. Campooll w.covered the suite 

vi beautiful little subjects which we have given with all the fidelity 

we could command in the plate (page 456). They are painted on 

the . zophorus of an interior fa<;ade, of which we have given the 
• 

elevation; awl each composition occupies one of the metopes. the 

panne! ei which appears to have been left plain in order to set 
• 

off the colours of the figures. The outline of these highly 

.fiaiabed little group. has heen very carefully .put in . with red: 

daeloeal colour of the /leah and draperi"" have then heen filled 

in with body colonr, and the lights touched on sharp,·with 

a. ilall and 'fr"" peociI, which reminded us strongly of tJ,e beau­

tiful execution of the paintings at Herculaneum and Pompeii. 

There is no other attempt at light anq shadow in any of them but 

tbat>oI'deepani"8 the loeaI co1our vi . the drapery in two or three 

pi .... yUte. dae -folds ...... intewled to be more Itrongly marked than 

_<>dr_; ...... being 1eft{1I01lu- .. caut preoent beaocertaioed) 

with DOl'BriatiQJlo{ the lQC&/ .colour produced either by light or 
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shade. The colours employed are simply red, blue, and yellow; . but 

whatever may be their nature tbey still are brilliant in the·extreme, 

and . appear to have stood remarkably well. There seem to' have 

been two reds used in these pictures, (for 80 we may call tbe sevezal 

groups in question,) one a transparent colour resembling madder lake, 

the other like that colour with a mixture of vermilion Dr of 80IIle 

other bright, opaque red. Tbese colours appear 80 rich and brilliant, 

when sprinkled with water-, that one would imagine they bad been . . 
passed over gold leaf, or some similar substance, as we observe 

to have .been the eSse in pictures of Giotto and Cimabue, as 

well as in the earlier works of the Venetion and other schools. 
Weare not, however, of opinion that this practice wa. adopted in the 

psintings now before us, altllough the brilliancy of tbeir colours 
• 

would suggest the employment of some such. expedient. .. ' . The yellow 

appears equally to have been of two kinds~ an o~ colour was 
• 

/jrst used to fill in the outline, and the lights were touched on with a 

brighter yellow over it; the whole together presenting that golden, 

sunny hue, 80 delightful to the eye both in nature and art. The 

same precess seems to have been adopted with respect to the 

blues; . but the lights. in this instance, appear rather to have been 

made by a mixture of white with tbe local colour than by a ·second 
blue of a lighter .hade. . .. 

It may be inferred from the copies which ·we have. made of tbeoe 
designs, (which, although they are as good as we oould make them. 

naturally fall very short of tbe perfection. of the originals,) that .the 

An operation whic;h it at prelent nece.ary, in order to make'tMm ~ou.t: i:' 



MERGE TO CYRENE. 453 

drawing of the figures is in excellent style, and the actions at once 

.... pu ... ive, easy, and graceful; what we have most failed in is the 

eq>""';on of the countenances, which, though produced merely by a 

single outline, we were wholly unable to copy at all to our satistilction. 

The characters and features are what are usually called Grecian, and 

remind us strongly, in the originals, of those of the figures repre­

sented on some of the most highly finished Greek (orin other words, 

Etruscan) vases. The draperies are well arranged, and executed 

with great taste and freedom; they appear, like the other part. of 

the compositions, to have been painted at once, without any altera­

tion, and with the greatest facility imaginable. It will be observed 

that the turban has in several instances been adopted; and the 

shape of some of these i~ more oriental than any which we remember 

to have seen in Greek designs. It is singular also that all the 

figures appear to have been hlack, with the exception of that of the 

old man in the last group, wh;"h has certainly been red; yet there 

is nothing either Moorish or Ethiopian in the characters represented ; 

which, 'from the outlines, we should suppose to be Grecian. We 

have no solution to offer for this apparent inconsistency; ana will 

noi venture to suggest what may have been the suhjects of the 

... ..,ral pieees. They appear to represent some connected story; yet 

the same person. are not certainly in\roduced in all, if indeed in any 

_ 01\ tbe"compositiona.. In the first group two females, both of 

'chelib ,...mg. appear engaged in some interesting con .. ersation. The 

·eecoiilllt:1 .. 1pei1J'pB·ft!JB ...... t 'the same persons, but it i. difficult to 

"".,.,beIher the *"'" in tl¥> hand of the standipg figure is raised for 
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the purpose of chastisement, or whether it is inUmded to ~t 

the performance of 80me magic . ceremony. The flnger whiM is 

raised toward. the lips of this figure seems rather to he indicative af 

imposing silence tban of conveying admonition; and the arm ami 

hand of the person kneeling appear to he more expressiTe of vene­

ration or submission, than of either alann or supplication.. There is 

a curious appearance on the head of this figure whieh somewbat 

resembles in form the twisted lock of the Egyptian Horm, buHts 

colour is decidedly red, while that of the other paris of the head 

are uncertain. The lower part of this figure b .. been ao much 

rubbed as to be nearly unintelligible, and the face bas diasppeared 

altogether. A similar accident bas happened to one of the preceding 

figures, the lower part of whicl\ is not now pistinguishable. In the 

tbird group we see a female figure with & helmet closely fitted to 

the shape of tbe head, bearing on her sboulder an ark, or canis­

trum; a second femall!, attired in white, is represented walking, and 

looking back towards the other, whom she is beckoning to advance. 

The folds of the white drapery have nearly disappeared, and little 

more is left of it than the outline. The helmet of the fint-mentioned 

figure of this group is painted red, and the back part af it, with a . 

portion of the arm, i. rubbed out. The fourtb design representa . .. 

young man asleep. .nd a matrop apparently watching oyer him, wao 
appears, from her countenance and action, 88 well 88 from the ~ 
ment which is thrown over her head, to be Iabouriag under _ 

aftliction. In the fifth we observe a female figure tittiag,,·ad-.. ppe. 

rently employed in svmning; by h .. sid .. i. a you.tb afts ... t ... 
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years old, with a turban of a different form from those with which 

lOme of the other figures are furnished: this appears to be merely a 

family-party, and the carele .. and sohoolhoy-like action of the youth 

whose tbumbs are stuck into the folds of his garment, is well expres. 

sive' of youthful unconcern. The last group represents an old man 

in a reclining position, who appears to be welcoming or taking leave 

of his son, wbo i. kneeling by the side of his couch: the complexion 

of the old man is decidedly red, but that of the youth is very uncer­

tain, as this picture baa suffered more tban any of the rest. The 

head and trunk of the old man, so far as they remain, are desigued 
• 

in the best style of Grecian art, and, indeed, we may say of the 

groups in general that they exhibit a perfect knowledge of the 

figure, as well as great taste in the mode of displaying it; and we , 
cannot. but regret that the rude hands of barbarians, rather than 

those of time, have deprived I\S of any part of these beautifUl com· 

positions. Enough however remains to make them very interesting; 

and we present them to the public as examples of G=ian pointing 

at Cyrene, with the impression that they will not be thought unworthy 

nilics of the geniua and talent of the ·colony . 

. The colours employed in the architecture of this tomb (so far as 

they at present remain) are faithfully given in the elevation of the 

interior ~, (page 452), and apP"'l'to bave been confined to the 

enta1JlatUll', 1IIId . to the capitals and plinths of the columns and 
piIuters. ., 

-n-e,jo.ODiy l>J\e cella, in. this instanee, for the reception of the 

~1IIIdit.ppeento haTelleenallotted loa single body only; but 
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as the interior is much incumbered with soil washed in through the 

door-way from without, we could not say decidedly that there is 

no place for a second body beneath the upper one, without 8QIJle 

previous excavation. 

The cella is not placed opposite to the entrance of the tomb, as is 

usual in other examples, but on the right hand side of it in enter­

ing; and this arrangement has been made in conformity with the 

position of the rock in which it is excavated, and not from any 

caprice on the part of the architect. The date of this tomb would 

appear, from its architectural details, to be posterior to the time of 

the Ptolemies; but no degeneracy of style is observable in the paint­

ings, which would not disgrace the best periods of Grecian art. We 

must at the same time recollecl4' that the architecture employed in 
• 

the decoration of excavated tombs is not to be judged by so • severe 

a standard as that which is· applicable . to the exteriors of building.; 

the detail. in the first case are purely ornamental, and may be placed 

in the same scale with those of interiors, ill which the fancy of the . 

architect is always left more at liberty than it can be allowed to be 

in external decoration: and what would therefore be bad taste in 

one of these instances i. not necessarily such in the other. Neither 

does it ~ppear to have been the practice of the ancients to give an 

air of gloom or sad"... to the ~bodes which they allotted to the ser­

vice of the dead, and on which they have bestowed, at all period&, so 

much labour and expense. We find historic, allegorical, and paste>­

ral subjects represented on such occasions in the /!BYest colouro; as 

if it had been their wish to disarm death of its terrors, and to mode-
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rate'the intensity of 'sffiiction by diverting the mind from the loss 

of thedece...oo to the honours which are paid to their memory. 

The.had.,.. of the departed were also supposed to take delight in 

the attention bestowed .upon their mortal remains; and to wander 

with complacency over the gay and costly chambers which piety and 

alll!ction had consecrated to their use. A departure from the esta. 

b1ished practice of the ancients in the exterior decorations of their 

tenlples and public buildings, ought not then perhaps to be received, 

in the instances mentioned, as '3 mark of vitiated taste, or of the 

recent· date of the fabric in which such anomaly may be observed: 

and in applying this remark to the excavated tombs at Cyrene 

(scarcely any two of which are alike in tbeir proportions) we have 

the more reason to regret, the almost total absence of inscriptions, by 

which the dates of the several fabrics might be dearly ascertained. 

It ill prohllble. that many of these might be found on tablets, once 

let into, or placed over, some part of each tomb; and now buried 

beneath the soil and the wrecks of the exterior fa<)ades, which 

incumber' the r.hambers and the approaches to them. In many 

instances bust. have been placed over the pediments of the outer 

port~ and we often found fragments of statues in the chambers 

and cella. within. So many of the tombs are however filled up to a 

cOIloid ....... ble heigbtabove the , level of,their pavement with an aceu., 

lll\Ilation·,ot , ... il~ withqut; that it is scarcely possible to say what 

the)<'~n , . wbile the entrances are usually incumbered with the 

flll@l_ta ·ohhe·,flUlell' port;ico5 . which once formed the omament. 

of~. "i{lb ,tbeday Of·onr arrival at Cyrena 'we perceived 
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the marble bust of a female figure, from which the head had been 

recently braken, lying in front of one of the eXCRvated tombo; and 

on inquiring of some straggling Arabs, who had preeedoo us, ",hat 

was become of the remainder, they at first pleaded iguorance on the 

point altogether; but on our proving to them, from the whiten""" of 

the fractured parts, that we were certain the head must have been 

very lately broken off, they asked us what we would give them if they 

should find it. A bargain was now made that if the head were at 011 

perfect, so as to be worth our taking it away, they should have a 

Spanish dollar for bringing it; but if we left it in their possession they 

were only to have the head for their pains. The words Were no 800ner 

uttered than one of the fellows scrambled into a tomb close at hand, 

and brought out with him the lfIic in question; ·which was, however, 

so much defaced by the process which had been employed in severing 

it from the body, as to be wholly unworthy ofremoftl, and it was left 

by the side of the trunk with the full and free consent of both 

parties. Weare sorry to say that the practice of breaking head. 

from the 'figures has been very general at eyrene; and has been ocoa· 

sioned in many instances by the inability of the Arabs to carry oft'. 

whole statue to Bengazi or Tripoly (where they might bave:a chance 

of disposing of it to advantage) and their eagerness to seeure the 

profits which might result to t.hem from the transport and sale of a 

part of it. We took 'care to make it generally understood, 'after this 

discovery, tbat we would never purchase anything that had been 

recently mutilated ; and tbat we should certainly eomplain· to Bey 
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MohamDled.at Dema whenever we heard that any injury of the kind 

had been committed on his Highness's property. 

If the e.rcaoatedtombs ofCyrene hove been pointed out as objects of 

110 trivial interest, those,also, which have been built in every part of its 

neighbourhood are DO less elltitled to our attention and admiration. 

Several months might be employed in making drawings and plans of 

the most conspicuous of these elegant structures; and the fewexam­

ples which our short stay allowed us to secure them (as given in the 

plate, page 464) will give but an imperfect idea of the variety 

observable in their forms and details. Many of these are built in 

imitation of temples, although there arc S<'.arcely two of them exactly 
• 

alike; and their effect on the high ground on which they mostly 

stand, as seen from di1ferent parts of the city and suburbs, is more 
• 

beautiful than we can pretend to describe. A judicious observer 

might aeleet nom these monuments, as well as from the excavated 
• 

wmbs above mentioned, examples of Grecian and Roman architecture 

thtvugh a long suecession of interesting periods; and. the progress 

of the art might thus he traced satisfactorily, from its early state 

among the first inhabitants of Cyrene, to its degeneracy and fin~l 

decay under Roman colonista in the decline of the empire. 

TIle' larger tombs were usually divided in the centre by a wall along 

the whole leJl8th of tbe bnilding (w¥ch is the case in one of those 

~ted,in the plate; p.464), and several bodies were disposed one 

over. the .ot\ler in -m of the compartments thus obtained. Every 

. pIIoee '4lOIIWaing . , body WlII <overed with .a slab of marble or stone, 

. in the ._ of tbooe·described in the excavated tombs; and there 
aN. 
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sant, would in all probability be broken in pieces the moment it 

became an object of particular notice. The style. of ... rchitecture in 

which the monumental tombs have been constructed variesacrol'!ling 

to the dates of the building, and apparently, also, to the oonsequenoe 

of the persons interred in them; the order employed is almost always 
, . 

Doric, particularly in the earlier examples. It seems probable that 

the custom of burying the entire body obtained very generally in 

Cyrene and other cities of the Pentapolis; and this is one of the rew 
instances in which we perceive any analogy between the customs of 

the eyreneans and those of the F.gyptians. It is certain, however, 

that the practice of burning the bodies, and of preserving the ashes 

in urns, prevailed also among the inhabitants of the' Cyrenaica as it 

did in other Grecian states ".1: At the presen.t day there are DO , 
remains either of bodies or of cinereal urns in any of the tombs with 

which we are acquainted, one of them only excepted: in which a leg 

and foot, which appeared to have been rather dried than embalmed, 

was found in a very perfect state. There are places formed in the 

• Each of these cuslom", (as practi~ by thr. Greeks) had well-founded claims to 
great antiquity; for interment appears to have been in use in the time of Cec.:ropt; and 
blll'ning mUJtat any Tale be allowed to have been practiaed by the Grecialll, as far back 
as .the Trojan war, if we ~ely upon the testimony of Homer. The cuetom of burning wae 
perh4J>11 the most peculiar to the Greeks, of the two modes in quetltion; for Lucian. 
in enumerating the va.rioll' methoos fet!orted to by different Dation. in the ditpo.tal of ' 
their dead. expree8Jy assigns bUl"lliug\o the Greeks, and interment to the Persiao!­
,je eAop.li ~oe ,,"',..'" Ii ~"" T"'S "'~"'r, (, ;J-U ~ E).}.,..,¥ IItIWcn:y, 3 3'f IIfe""'tf lQa:,J.it ..... ( . fee .,y$,Vf,.§ 2J .) 
Some, nowever. considered the former all an inhuman custom, and philOllOphen were 
divided in their opinions on the subject: each sect ellteeming that method the mOet rea­
sonable by which bodies would. according to their teneta, be 8()Onest reduced to tbeir 
firet principIes.-SeePotter's Arch.reologia, vol. ii. p. :107-8 f Ikc. 
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wall, at the extremity of one of the cellre in an excavated tomb, for 

the reception, apparently, of cinereal urns, as will be seen in the eleva­

tion we have given of it; but this i. the only example of the kind 

we have met with, and_ we are left to detennine, in other case~ 

from the dimension. of the cell.." whether they contained Ixxlies or 

ashes. The reason of this is that (from whatever cause) all the tombs, 

whether excavated or constructed, have been opened ana rifled of 

their contents; and we never saw a single instance in which this had 

not been the case. In the constructed tombs, when the cover was 

too heavy to remove without a great deal of labour, a hole was 

alw .. ys found knocked in the side of the sarcophagus; and the tablet. 

or slabs of stone or marble which closed the cell", and'the places for 

the bodies, ill those. which were excavated, were in no instance found 
• 

in their places entire by any individual of our party. The tombs of 

persons of distinction, at Cyrene, appear to have been Crt.-cted in 

conspicuous positions without any regard to order or arrangement ; 

at the will, perhaps, of the deceased themselves, or of t\iose at whose 

expense they were interred: but the sarcophagi of those of inferior 

consideration were ranged in line, whenever the ground would allow 

of it, 80 as to take up as little space as possible, and to present an 

appearance of regularity; the sizes of the latter very seldom varied 

materially, and their form. were usually alike. The arrangement of 
.' 

the sarcophagi was not always the same; but they were almost 

invariably placed at right .angleo, in the manner represented (page 

464) in· the ground~ and elevation which we have given of them. 

The BalCOphagus itaelf was generally composed of a single block of 
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stone, hollowed out roughly for the reception of the body; and its 

cover consisted of another single stone shaped into the form repre­

sented in the plate, without any great attention to finish, . but 

always with considerable regularity. 

This form of sarcophagus was common among the ancients in 

other parts of the world, and continued in very general use to a late 
period of .he Roman empire. In the plain below tbe city (to the 

nortbward) tbere is a considerable number of handsome tombs,. 

both excavated and constructed (those of the latter sort naturally 

preponderating); and among these there must be many (we are 

sorry to say) which we never had an opportunity of examining: our 

route over thIs tract of country having chiefly been confined to the 

road from Cyrene to Apollonia .fnow Marsa SUl';') its port; situated 
• 

at the foot of the range of bigh land the summit of which forms 

tbe plain in· question: aild as the ground in this part is thickly 

wooded, and crossed by ravines in different directions, the huildings 

which migbt still exist upori it· would not be seen by passengers 

unless they lay immediately in their track. Tbere are also mallY to 

the southward of the town which we had no leisure to examine; our 

researches among the tombs having for tbe most part been limited 

to the morc immediate neighbourhood of the city, where there is still 

it very ample field for inquiry, rthout trespassing on the ground we 

have just mentioned. 

Tbe summit of the mountain on which Cyrene is huilt has been 

cleared of the wood whieb no doubt once incumbered it, and . we 

easily found a convenient place for our tents, wbich were pitched, on 
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our arrival ncar the centre of the town. The whole of this tract, as 

far as the eye could reach, wa.s thickly covered with the most luxuriant 

vegetation, to the height of four and five feet; and as the place had 

not heen visited ~in(',e the rainy season~ we found none of the grass 

trodden down, and were obligt:d t.o commence the operation of level­

ling it ,before we could make ourselves cOlnfort.able in our abodes. 

The heavy dews which fell immediately after the sun was down 

~ade our passage through this obstruction rather inconvenient from 

five or six in the evening till nearly mid-day, and there was no part 

of Cyrene which we could pass to between those hours without being 

completely wet through. In a few days, ho\\'cver, we had. formed 

several fi)Qtpaths to the principal points of attraction, and many of 

these led ovcr falleu columns and statues which wholly escaped 

notice till our feet struck against them. Indeed so much was the 

whole t.own encumbered 'with vegetable ma.tter that very few 

objects were presented to the eye when first we arrived at the 

place: and we almost despaired of finding any matter· of interest 

unconnected with the fountain and the tombs. :Every wettiug that 

we got, however, added to our satisfaction, by augmenting the list of 

the remains; and we soon perceived that we had established our­

selves in the neighbourhood of two theatres and of several other 

objects well worth attention. The road to the fountain was (it may 

be imagined) 9ne of the first which was made; and the passage of our 

servants and· horses along it, as they went to fetch watcr tor the con­

sumption of the party, soon rendered it, the most practicable of any. 

It .1ed ","0 to the galleries which we have already mentioned along 
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the northern face of the mountain; and became very shortly such a 

favourite path to every individual of our number, that each of us, in 

first coming out of the tent, turned as naturally int.o it as if there 

were no other. About midway between our tents and the fountain, 

the track which had becn made through the high grass about us 

passed close along the scene of one of the th""tres, the largest of 

the two just alluded to; but before we proceed to the description 

of this building, and of others which engrossed our attention at 

Cyrene, we sUli turn from the subject and lay befort· our readers the 

contents of the following chapter. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Arrival of Captain Smyth at Derlla-Our Party ~et 01lt from Oyrene Iv meet him-Rtlmain.~ of 
Ancir.nt JoortB, and Sarcophagi observed Of) th('. J ourney-Marks of Chariot-wheel~ in the 

Stony Track indicative of II.n ancient Road-Barren Appearance of tIle Mountains whicll ri~e at 
the back of Derna-Perilou9 Dcu:ent from tIl CiT Summit to the Plaiu below-EJ(hau_~t('d condi­

tion of our Horst'~ ill accompli~hing it-Arrive at Dt:rna, when" we found th\~ Ad \,('lIture, aud 
wait UIKlIl Captain Smyth- Description of th .. town of Deroa- Ravages occuioned by the 

. Plague there-Prompt Mt:nsure~ of Mahommed Bp.y in ~ubd~ing it-Some Account or' 

Mah(Jmmed B"'y-CiviJity and attention receive,1 l,y Ollr Party from Signor Regignani the 
Briti~h Agent at De,rna-Take leave of Mr. Tindall, who sails (In board the Adventure­
Departure from Derna 011 our rond to Apollonin- Gradllal increase of VegetlLtion ohBervcd 
011 the Route- Thickly_\\T.o<led Jtavinp.s nml dl\ngerou~ l'as,c8 on thiH Rnl!.d,;-RI'ILll ti flll Stream 
at E lthroon-Arrivn at EI Hilal -Capacious Harhour at that plac"~Andent Remaiutl 
uusern:d th ert~-Arll.h Encampment at El H ilal_Dishonest Condact of our ChaouB-·-Arrive at 

Apollonia-N'o 'Vater to be found there- Begin to dig a 'Veil ill ord .. r to pro!' re flOm? ou r 

~tock being wholly uhllusted-Blld Succcss of this att.empt--Continue our Journev ~o ("yrcne 
-Min the Path over the Mountain, and lose our way among the thicket~ and underwood'­
Inconvenience of this mistake to aU Parties-Find the right trlldl , and at length reach the 
Fountain of AJ)ollo--Rencontre of our Servants with some ( .. mille Inhabitllutp of th .. Moun~ 

lain-Singular po9ition of the Caves which they Jived in-Gain intell igencl> at. Cyrem; ')f a 
Spring in the neighbourhood of Apollonia-Set out QgQin.for thllt place-Dc~cription ofthe 
~ad-Architectural Remains, and beautiful appearance of the Country through which it 
panes-Meet with an Hyama in the dusk of the eveniDg-The foreat mud) infe~tcd by these 
animals and Jackalla--Peculiarities of both-Arrive at Apollonia, and find the Spring 

Bescribed to us-Other Caves in the Mountain-Unwillingness of their lnhllbi~antll to admit 

us-Description of the City of Apolwnia. 

'VB had been about three weeks at Cyrene, busily employed In walk-
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iog over the ground, and in making plans and drawings of the remains 

of antiquity which it presented, when news was brought to us from 

the Vice-Consul .t Derna that H. M. S. the Adventure had arrived 

there. As we particularly wished to communicate with Cap~. 

Smytb, we left Mr. Campbell in charge of the tents and set out on 

our journey to the eastward. We continued to descend for the first 

hour, taking the route of S.afsaf, where there are extensive remains 

of building, and soon came to a stony, uninteresting country, par­

tially cultivated, and much overrun with brushwood; at noon we 

had reachL>(} a place called Tercet where we perceived the remains of 

ancient forts and nlOse of some tombs and sarcophagi. We found 

ourselves here in the neighbourhood of an Arab encampment, and 

continuing our route over a ooJmtry that appeared to have heen 

cleared for the purposeFl of huilding, arriv(~a by twp," o'clO<'k at Lam­

lada, another ancient station. occupied, like that already mentioned, 

by ~bs. The nature of the wound continued very much the 

same with that which we had already passed over, except that it was 

more hilly; and by five we had arrived at Goobba, where we found 

many remains of building and a welcome supply of fresh water from 

• spnng. We observed that the tombs here had arcJ!itectural frollts , 
similar to those which we have spoken of at Cyrene. As the even~ 

was fast closing ill, we did not stop to give these m~ch attention, Itnt 

proceeded on to Beit Thiarma Ivhere we pitehed our tent late .t night. 

At this place there is a spri"g of fresh water, built round, and upon 

a hill close to it the remains of an ancient fort. We had reaaon to 



MERGE TO CYRENE. 169 

conjecture ftpm the frequent remains of building which we had met 

with in our journey to this place, as well as from the occasional 

marks of chariot-wheels impressed in the rocky soil we had passed 

vver, that the road which we had taken was the same with that for­

merly used in travelling from Cyrcnc to Darnis now Derna". 

The next morning we continUt .. "<i our course east-soulh-east, ano 

began to ascend by a very bad, stony pathway, which took us four 

hours to surmount, winding all the time through olive and fir tree~ 

thickly planted ill every directiou. About nuon we reached the 

brow of the ranl,"C which separated us from the town of Derlla, anti 

here began the most difficult part of our journey, the descent into 

the plain below. The face of the mountain is devoid of vegetation, 

occasionally polished . like glass; and its inclination approaches in 

m~ny places far too clo~ely to the perpendicular to render it safe .. 

a road. Indeed it is in so'many parts scarcely practicable, that we 

could not help wondering, when we arrived at. its foot, how wd had 

contrived in any way to descend it without breaking our own and 

. our horses' necks in the attempt. 

There was neither road nor pathway to be found, and we were 

obliged to scramble down in the best way we could, sometimes 

.iumbling over rugged and encumbered parts of the mountain, and 

Tbis observation i. DO~ applicable to the latter part of the /(round we travelled. 
over, which could not certainly have ever forllled part of a road either ancient or 
modern; and it was wholly owing to the ignorance of our Clul.Ous, who persi8ted that 
·we w.er~ in the ri,ht tl'Jck. t.bat we were induced to attempt it. 
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slipping along at others over a hard, polished surface, which was still 

more difficult to pass than they were, When we arrin,,1 at a descent 

1lI0re than usually perpendicular, we had the greatest difficulty, after 

sliding down ourselves, to make our · poor horses follow us; and-It 

was truly distressing, as well as provoking, to see these fine 

animals reduced to a condition in which they did not appear to 

have the power of exerting the slightest portion of their natu. 

ral energy, Their eyes appeared starting from their heads, 

and their nostrils were distended. to the utmost extent; a mass of 

white foam was collected round their mouths, mixed with blood 

which the sharp Mamalukc bit had tlrawli forth in our endeavours 

to keep them from falling down the cliff, and the perspiration which 

terror and fatigue (wit.hout mentioning the heat of the sun) had 

drawn forth, literally ran down it streams ftom theIr bodies. They 

became at length so helpless alld so completely overcome, that' we 

dou~ed whether we ~hould ever get them dowlI the cliff at aU, and 

indeed our own fatigue and continued anxiety would not have reno 

dered us very effective conductors if the descent had lasted much 

longer, Yet our horses had heen accustomed to roads of every de, 

scription, or rather to countries with no roads at all, and had , 
often laboured through deep , and heavy sands, and over rugged 

and mountainous passes, in the course of their journey from Tripoly. 

They had also an advanlaf,'" in'having only three shoes, which pre. 

vented them from slipping about so much as they would otherwise 

have done; and i~ short they went through this arduous part of thei.t 
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jourlley much better than most horses would have done, and much 

better perhaps than we had any reason to expect from the nature of 

the pass which they descended. It will scarcely be necessary to add 

tliat on reaching the bottom of the precipice (for so we must call it) 

we stopped to recruit die exhausted strength of all parties before we 

set out for the town: our horses had had several very heavy falls, but 

fortunately experienced no material injury; and after leading them 

on "till they were sufficiently recovered, we were able to mount them 

again and continue our route along the sea-side to Derna, where we 

arrived in the evening and found the Adventure at anchor at the 

roadstead. We lost no time in waiting upon Captain Smyth, who 

informed us that he had succeeded in completing the coast line 

between Dema and Alexandria. 

The town of De~na is· situated at. the mouth of a large ravine, and 

is built on a low point of land running out from the foot of a range 

of barren mountains distant about a mile from the coast. It is sup­

posed to be built on the site of the ancient Darnis, but there are 

scarcely any remains of building at the present day' which have 

claim. to particular notice. It is amply provided with water 

<t!>e first requ.isite for a town in hot climates), and well situated 

at the entrance of a large ravine, or fiumara, along which a part 

of it i. built. 

The houses are much better than those at Bengazi aAd are sur-
• 

rounded by sarden. producing abundance of grapes, melons, figs, 

banan... orllDgCB, greengages. and other fmit; they have also the 
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advantage of being well sheltered by thick groves of date-trees, which 

give a vcry pleasing appearance to the town, and contribuw mate~ 

.. ially to the comfort of the inhabitants by forming a perpetual shade . . . 
A delightful stream of water gushes out from the rock above the · 

town, passing through several streets in its course, and irrigating the 

gdrdens, and even the corn-fields in its neighbourhood. In short 

the actual resources of Derna give it a very decided adva~tage (in 

point of comfort) over every other town in the Bashaw's dominions. 

A very pleasant wine (we were told) is made from the grapes of this 

place, all of which is consumed by the natives themselves, in spite of 

the prophet's injunctions. 

The ravine at the mouth of which the town is situated is of consi­

derable depth and extent, windini up far into th~ mountain's; some 

of the gardens are formed upon its sides, and about thcI1t a few trees 

occasionally appear, where the soil has been able to lodge. In the 

rainy season a considerable hody of water rushcs down from the 

mountains to the sea, and is sometimes so deep and so l'apid as to 

become wholly impassable: at such times it separates on~ half the 

town from the other llnd oCC'dsions a consequent inconvenience. In 
the summer, however, it is dry, and the market is held upon jts 

shining bed. 

It may readily be imagined that natives of Africa complain little 

of any inconvenience which "fresh water may ch,ance to occasion 

them; and we doubt even whether the inhabitants of DerDa would 

not rather run the risk of losing a port of their town every winter, 
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than be deprived 'of the pleasure of seeing and admiring so large a 

portion of this valuable fluid. and of enjoying the consciousness that, 

at. least once a year. they have more of it than they know what to do 

with. 

The water which flows from tbe spring we bave mentioned above 

was conveyed througb the streets (as the people informed us) byone 

oftheir former Beys, a native of Egypt, who is said to bave expended 

a considerable sum of money in beautifying and improving tbe place. 

and to have ereeted a large and bandsome mosque which stands in 

the centre of tbe town. 

The streets of Derna are for the most part narrow and irregular. 

and not without. that quantity of rubbisb and dirt wbich may be sup­

posed indi~pensable to Arab towns aud tastes; but the luxuriance of 

its gardens and groves are however quite sufficient to balance these 

objections; and the ahundance of grapes which overhang the walls 
and houses, the terraces, covered walks, and every part of the town, 

give it a highly pleasing and picturesque appearance. 

On tbe eastern bank of tbe ravine is the principal burying-ground 

of tbe place. distinguished in particular by a lofty and handsome 

tomb raised on four arches. under which the body is placed, with its 

usual simple covering of Bnow-white cement, and the stone carved 

turl>an at its head. The town iB .undefended both by sea and 

land. and may a:t any time be destroyed by no greater force than 
. . . 

could be brought to bear 8j!8inst it by a brig of war, Upon a hill at 

the back of· it ale the remainB of a castle built 80me years ago by the 

AmeriCans; but the gUns are now thrown down. and the castle itself 
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is little more than a mere heap of ruin.. AB this is a conspicuous 

object in sailing along the coast, the observations for latitude and 

longitude were reduced to it. Some large building-stones and fll!g­

ments of columns bedded in the walls of the Arab houses are all that 

we could perceive of ancient remain. in Dema. Above the town 

there are a few tomha extant, but in a very mutilated state, excavated 

in the side of the mountain. What is called the port affords some 

protection for small vessels with the wind from north-west to south­

east; but even these cannot remain with a northerly or north-east 

wind: during the fine weather, however, some few anchor in it and 

load with corn, wool, ami manteca, the produce of the inland country. 

The plague bas made dreadful ravages at Dern .... · is evident by 

tbe numher of deserted hou.es <Ill its outsilirts. Tbe y<:", previous 

to our arrival it was brougbt (we were told) from Alexandria, and 

the, morta1ity which it occasioned was very considerable: the prompt 

measures of the Bey, however, subdued it, who ordered the c10tbes 

of all persons attacked with it to he burnt, their houses to be pro­

perly ventilated, and the streets to be cleared of everything that was 

likely to communicate the infection. These exertions were probably 

... isted by the genentl healthiness of the place, and the constant 

cbange of atmospbere produced by tbe pa!lsage of water through the 

town : the only remedy we heard of for the di ...... was the favourite . . 

application of a hot iron to the tumours, which we understood to 

have been peculiarly suceessful in many c;ases. 

Derna is· the residence of Bey Mahommed, eldest son to the 

Bashaw of Tripoly, who commands the whole distriet extending 



MERGE TO CYRENE. 475 

from tbe frontiers of Egypt (tbe eastern part of Bomba) to Sidi 

AdJi, one short day west from Grenna. Mahommed Bey is well 
known for bis active and turbulent spirit, and for his rebellion against 

the Bashaw's authority, .which once obliged rum to seek refuge in 

Egypt. Hi. bold and enterprising measures succeeded in quelling 

tbe marauding tribes of Arabs who infested the country and levied 

contributions on tbe peaceful inhabitants of the towns; but his 

courage and conduct were sullied by truelties which we do not feel 

inclined to justifY from their necessity, however well we might p,;,,­

bably succeed in attempting to do so before an Arab or Turkish tri­

bunal. Indeed so many acts of cruelty and extravagance are related 

of this prince, that we should scarcely know bow to reconcile them 

with .the noble qualities .which many allow him to possess, if we did 

not know from experience that such inconsistencies are common in 

barbarous countries; and that it is possible for the 88me man to be 

cruel and forgiving, avaricious to extortion, and liberal to profusion, 

generous and mean, open and intriguing, sim .. 'Cre and deceitful, tern. 

perate and diasipated, in short anything but cowardly and brave. 

We resided while at Derna .in the house of the British agent 

"(Signor Regignani) appointed by the Consul at Tripoly, from whom 

letters bad been forwarded, whicb arrived I.tefore us, with orders for 

our proper 8CCOIDmodation. The Rpshaw bad also written to biB 

800, Bey lIlahommed, to affind us rug assistance and protection, and 

alihough the Bey w .. ahoe.nt, collecting the tribute, during the time 

of our stay at Derna we bad no reason to complain of any want of 

attention to the applications wbicb lI'e occasionally made to rum. 
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From Signor Rcgignsni we invariably reCeived the greatest attention 

and kindness, and although hi. inlluence in nerna was certainly 

very limited, and he himself often exposed to unavoidable insWt, 

drawn upon him in a great measure by his religious persuasion<, yef 

there was nothing which he had it in his power to command, that he 

did not very freely afford us. . 
At Dema we took leave of one o£ our companions (Mr. Tindal~ a 

young officer attached to the Adventure), whQ had accompanied the 

E~pedition from 'l'ripoly. 

The field of our operations, on arriving at Cyrene, was limited to 

a comparatively small tract of country, and we were enabled in con­

sequence to dispense with this gentlemen's services,. which we knew 

would be useful on board. We <fere sorry to part with Mr. Tindall, 

who had materially assisted us in our operations, and whose frank and 
• spirited character, and joyous disposition, had so often enlivened the 

frugal board of our little party. We took our leave at the same 

time of Captain Smyth and the officers of the Adventure, from whom 

we had received many friendly attentions, which we often look back 

upon with pleasure. Our arrangements completed, the Adventure 

sailed from Dema, and as soon as we had finished plans and draw-" 
iogs of the town, we set 1)ut on our return to the tents . 

We left Derna on the seeotjd of June, and pursued our course 

along the beach towards A pollonia, with the intention of returning to 

Cyrene by that route. After travelling. along a stony lIat running 

Signor Regignani wa, of the Jc\vi.h pe1'luuion, alld it ia weU known that in Maho. 
Uletan count,ries the Jew. art a penecuted race . 
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Olit from the baBe of the mountain, we reached EI Hyera, where there 

is a well of fresh water within a few feet of the sea, and the remains 

of" fOlt upon a small eminence a little ahove it: at night we stopped 

at Bujebilra, close to the cape of the same name, with which Dern. 

forms a large hay; and which h .. three rocky islets lying off it. The 

mountains, which extend in a range along the coast, at a distance of 

from ·a mile to a mile and a half, are continually broken by deep 

ravines which cross the beach in their passage to the sea, and make 

the road in some places nearly impassable. 

It was curious to observe the gradual increase of vegetation in 

passing from Dern ... to Appollonia by this route: the mounuuns at 

the rormer place, as we have already mentioned, are perfectly desti. 

tute of any; in ad""nciqg, a little underwood is here and there seen, 

and a few bushes sparingly dotted ahout tl,e plain; these increase by 

degrees, as the country becomes holder, and gradually spread !.\lem. 

selves over the sides of the hills, ascending higher and higher every 

mile, til~ in approaching EI Hyera, one continued wood reaches down 

from the top of the mountains to the sea. On the third, we pursued 

our journey along the .coast by a very indifferent road, and at two 

miles' distance from Bujebilra the range comes down close to the sea 

and terminates in perpendieular cliffS, along the edge of which we 

...,.., obliged to. pass to the great risk of our horses and camels. , 
At the foot 'of these, whicll i. washed by the sea, we noticed a small 

rOclry ,point,with a quarry upon it,.extending itself in a semicircular 

form "" as to allbnl some. protection for boats which might also be 

hauled upoD the aaody beach within it. Eight miles to the westward 
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of Bujebara we came to a deep ravine, through which ran the largest 

body of water which we had Been in Africa; it is called Wady El. 

throon. The sid .. of this ravine, which proceeded from .... immense . 
fissure between the mountains, were thickly clothed with pine, cypress 

and oli"e--trees, and the river, which ran with some rapidity, was 

studded with small islands covered with oleanders, which we found in 

full bloom as we passed. Along the brink of the stream was spread 
a beautiful turf, which opened in little plots, broader or narrower, 

according to the nature of the ground, on which we threw ourselves 

down to take a few minutes rest and enjoy a long draught of the 

clear cool water and a short dream of Arcadian· felicity. . In truth, 

the spot was delightful-we scarcely recollect to have"""" a more 

llleasing one anywhere-and to ~t with spch a scene in an Afiican 

climate was to render the view doubly grateful. 

Ascending tbe opposite side of the ravine, we entered a country 

fertile in com and which seemed to be very well peopled ; here we 

found some ruins very much decayed and mutilated, apparently 

those of an ancient town of small dimen&ions, which, as its situation 

will be found to correspond, we will venture to suggest as the 

Erythron of Ptolemy; and indeed the similarity of the naDles 

would naturally lead to this conclusion. 

On leaving Elthroon the r<>a<} took a wesw.ly direction, at the foot 

of the range, through a country well cultivated in some parts and in 
others overrun with pine.trees. At every mile we were interrupted 

by a provoking ravine, whiCh we hardly knew ... hethermoat to admire 

for its beauty, ar to exclaim against for the serious impedinIentii 
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which it presented. Night brought us to EI Hilal, a mountain 80 

called. The point of EI HilAI extends to the north..,ast and forms 

a ooy of about & Qille in depth. in which even large ships might find 

shelter with the wind from north to south-east by east. It is in this 

spot that Cellarius has placed a naval station and town, and there are 

certainly remains at the present day about it indicative of an ancient 

site, while the harbour itself would be sufficiently qualified for a 

naval station to correspond with that part of the description. Two 

ancient forts are seen in ruins on the cliff and we notic€<r an ancient 

tomb which is excavated iIi the rock, close to the ravine, retaining 

still a very handsome fa~ade. Three miles to the eastward of t.he 

forts at EI Hilill are some others, also in ruins, and the remains of 
• 

strong walls ill the neighbourhood of stone-quarries, all of which 
• 

would seem to point out the spot as an ancient station. This place 

has also the peculiarity of being the only part of the coast which. can 

be seen from Cyrene. from which it is distant about fourteen miles. 

In Ptolemy'S chart we find a naustathmos (or naval station) placed 

on the ..... tern side of this promontory; but we saw nothing that 

would anawer to the position in that direction. Ras EI HiJaI, with 

BujehAra on the south_. forms an extensive bay; and another 

with Cape Ruat on the north-.... est near the centre of which i. 

situated (now c:alled Mana Sua) tpe Port of Cyrene, Apollonia. 

From EI HilAI commenoe two ranges of mountains extending them­

meo ·to the westward, one' along the coast. from it to Ptolemeta, 

tormins the southern boundary of the plar.. on which Apollonia i. 

I>uilt ;tbeotller 1.mug in a range above these, diverging towards 
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Merge and abreast of Cape Ras Sem. At EI ,Hih\l we found an 

Arab encampment and obtained from it a goat and'acme corn for our 

horses. The Bedouins were civil and obliging, and brought us out a 

very acceptable present of kuskusoo, for which we made a suitable ' 

return. They would, however, have had but little reason to be satis­

fied with. the conduct of strangers whom they had treated with cour­

tesy, if we had not wiry fortunately made a discovery on leaving them 

which our Chaous had not probably anticipated. We had made it a 

practice in the course of our journey to pay the Arabs for whatever 

we had of them; and although this practice is considered by Turks 

not only as superfluous but very "plebeian, we found it more consistent 

. with our ideas of propriety, and at the same time IIlore politic than 

if we had adopted a line of cond..,t more dignified and leso hOliest. 
• 

OUT Chaous had received from us a sufficient sum of money to 

make a liberal return to the Bedouins of El Hilt'll for the corn and 

the goat which they had supplied us with; but instead of- complying 

with our orders on this head he thought it more adviseable to keep 

tbe piasters in his purse than to distribute them as he had been 

directed: and we should accordingly have left behind us a much 

worse character for liberality than we deserved, if this discovery had 

not been made before we took our departure. Chaous ' Massoud 

looked rather foolish when the .charge was brought home to him; too 

well substantiated to admit .,f denial, and we afterwards ' found that 

his honesty in other matters was not ireater than on the occasion • • 

here alluded to, On our arrival at Grenna we sent him ·back to 

Dema and procured another Chaous from Bey Mahommed . . M ... 
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soud was an Egyptian, and took every occasion to show hi. superiority, 

in point of civilization, over the Arabs and Moors of the west. He 

w .. particularly proud of hi. singing; and as his lungs were nearly 

. equal to hi. conceit, was never tired of displaying his fancied abili­

ties to the utmost extent of his voice, not dreaming for a moment 

that any of his auditor. could possibly be less amused with his etfo<ts 

than himself. With this view, he always kept close to our side, 

adapting the pace of his horse to ours, and quavering without inter­

mission. Hi, voice was good, and had he been able to moderate it, 

and to use it only on proper occasions, would rather have cheered 

than annoyed us on the road; for hi. songs had some subject, and 

were infinitely preferable to the tiresome monotony and endless 
• 

repetition of two or three unmeaning words which had been so 

unmercifully dinned into our ears ever since we left Tripoly. The 

'songs of the Arabs are however not always without a subject, as the 

exaaples which we have of their poetry in England will testify; but 

we are obliged to confess that the greate.t attempts at invention 

wbich we ourselves notioed in a journey of seven or eight hundred 

mile. were nlMhing more than short allusions to what was going 

forward at the time, or to something which was in anticipation. 

For instance, in ascending a hill, the song of our Arab companions 

would be-" Now we are going up tbe bill-now we are going up the 
• 

hill." And in deocending-" Now we arc going down-now we are 

going down.:' Each sentence being repeated all the time the action 

aUur,\ed to was going forward, without the slightest variation of any . . 

kind. Inapproachmg a town, the song would consist of something 
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about the time we were likely to arrive there, or wbat good things 

were to be had at the place-eating being usually the summum 

bonum. On our return to Bengazi in June the whole burthen .of 

our camel-<lriver's song for three days was the reward which he 

expected to bave for driving his camels so mst. 

lt was late in the evening when we arrived at Apollonia, with.. 

out having met with a single human being; our road led chielly 'over 

a atony country intersected by deep rsvines, which our hol'tle8 had 

the greatest difficulty in crossing. 

We were told at El HilaJ, that we should find Arab tents and 

plenty of water at Apollonia, but neither of these had we the good 
fortune to meet with, after a long and very diligent. search. 

We accordingly began to dig uvell in the ~ld, .but the water ';'hicb 

drained into it was too salt to drink, and our labour was wbolly 

thtpwn away. The day had been bot, and the exertions which were' 

necessary in getting our horses safely aeross the deep and num_oU8 

ravines which obstructed our passage from El HilA! to Apollonia, 

had tolerably exhausted the strengtb of our party before we arrived 

at our journey'. end; but the circumstances in which we were placold 

had the effect of renewing it for a time, and it was midnight before 

we discontinued our search for Arab tents, and our ell'orts to procure 
a 8upply of water. As no hopes of finding either appeared to be 

• 
left UII, we ·.gave over the searc~ and retired to our tents; the wateT!­
skins were carefully drained, and afforded us something .1... than . a 

pint, ' which was divided amongst the party. consisting of eight, and 
. . 

we laid ourselves down to sleep away the inoonvenience which we 
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had not been able to remedy. At daylight on the fifth we rOlle to 

make our way to Cyrene, which we knew couW not, at all events, be 

more than bali a day'. journey to the southward; but ill fortune 

'still pursued us, for neither our Chaous, nor the camel-driver, 

had any knowledge whatever of the road. As we knew, from 

our actual position'. that we could not well be mistaken in the direc­
tion of Cyrene, we set out upon the chance of finding some track 

which might eventually lead to the point required; and after follow­

ing several paths, one after the other. all of wbicb only led us into 

tbe wood and lett u .. a great part of tbe day was consumed witbout 

effect. It W88 too late to tbink of returning to EI HilA!, for it 

would not bave. been safe. to cr088 after dusk tbe many deep 
• 

ravines wbicb interpo~ in that route, and we determined to make 

our way over the mountains which lay between us and Cyrene, since 

we could not find a pass leading tbrougb them. We knew that ,on 

reaching the summit of tbe range we should bave a view of tbe place 

we were bound to, which could not, in a straight line, be.far from USl 

but our project was soon discove.red to be more easily projer.ted than 

executed: for tbe sides of the mountain were thickly covered witb 

ovood, among whicb we were obliged to scramble as we might, and 

after dmggiag our honea for several hours through these impedi­

.... nt .. end 0_ the rough ,stony ground and slippery parta of the . . 
rook, we .found, .....reaehing the top of one hill, that another W88 

bef_us,.88 di1Ilcalt to paos &8 the """we had just surmouDted; 

. ... d · ... tathickly ... ooded vaIleymust be crossed before we could 

att.m _ tae toot of .it • . ·By this time the camels "hich had pur-
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sued a different track were dil!COvered on the opposite side of a 

ravine, and we flattered ourselves that they had succeeded in finding 

the right path; it was impossible however for us to join them with­

out retracing our steps, and we knew that we should never have 

. been able to get our' horses down the hill, which had cost them so 

many leaps and heavy falls to ascend; nothing therefore was left but 

to push on as well as we could, and after four hours' labour, such as 

we never experienced, and have certainly no wish to encounter 

again, we reached the top of the range and stopped a few minutes 

to refresh our horses, who were covered with foam, and trembling so 

much with terror and fatigue that a halt had become unavoidable, 

They had been, like ourselves, for nearly two days without -:vater, 

and the heat of the weather, joined to the e"ertions which were 

necessary, had rendered thirst doubly annoying. On arriving at the 

sU\llmit of the range our view was still impeded by wood, and though 

we climbed several trees, to look out for an object which might guide 

us on the way which still remained for ua to take, we could not suc­

ceed in overtopping the forest which lay between us and eyrene. Our 

course was therefore still doubtful, and in a short interval which we 

devoted to rest, it was proposed that some of ua should push on in 

advance, leaving the horses in charge of the others, and endeavour to 

find some opening: this was :,,",ordingly done, till our voices oould 

scarcely be heard by eadl other, but still without any success. 

Beyond this distance it would not have been prudent to go, as we 

should scarcely have found one another again, had we ventured to 
ramble out of hearing. A. it was, we experieDced some difficulty in 
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re-assembling our little party. conoisting of four. and began once more 

to lead oor horses forward who were very unwilling to move. After 

some further search, we came suddenly on a path which crossed us 
, ' 

at right angles in our course; and as it was broad and evidently led 

through the wood. we determined at all events to follow it. It con­

tinued to be practicable and commodious, to our great relief and 

satisfaction; and we forgot, for a time, all our trouble~ in the pros­

pect of a speedy release from the embarrassment which our trip over 

the hill had brought upon us. 

This path was very fortunately the right one. and led direct from 

Cyrene 'to Apollonia; but as it came into the plain at some distance 

from the point at which we began to ascend, and was wholly con-
• 

cealed by the wood, whi~h covered the sides of the mountain, it 

escaped our observation altogether, till we crossed it at the top of 

the range. After following it for some time we came to an open 

space, and were gratified with a view of Cyrene. which in the course 

of a few hours more we reached, and fOUlld ourselves o~ce again by 

the side of the fountain which appeared to us, after our long absti­

nence, more attractive and beautiful than ever. 

We found on inquiry that our camels and baggage had not 

arrived, a circumstance which rather surprised us, as we expected 

from the view which we had had upon the road that they would 

have been in advance , of us. Tw~ men were immediately de­

spatched in ·1JCIllCh of them, carrying a .kin of water which we knew 

from · our own experience would be acceptable, and after .un""'t 

we had the pleaauie of seeiDg them arrive without any material loss 



486 MERGE TO CYRENE. 

or accident. It appeared that the road up the mountain whieh they 

had been observed to take terminated abruptly at the foot of . apr .... 

cipice, a circumstance wbicb greatly surprised them, for the track 
which they followed was undoubtedly trodden, and, as it seemed to 

them, very recently. No outlet, however, was on any side visible, 
and as they stood pondering on the object of a road which led only 

to the base of a high perpendicular c\ijf and was closely hemmed in 

by thicket.s and brushwood, they thought they beard a mill at work, 

the sound of which seemed to come from above-, A. they looked 

up with astonishment towards the side of the mountain, from wbicb 

the noise apparently came, they clearly heard a soft female voice 

issue from it, and soon perceived two very pretty young Arab , girls 

looking out of a square hole <w tbe side . of the precipice, at the 

heigbt of about an bundred and fifty feet ahove their heads the 

pi"!,,, being not only inaccessible from below but equally so from 

above, and indeed on all sides of it, owing to tbe smoothness and 

perpendicular surfuce of the cli1f in whieh it was formed. 

When tbeir surprise was a little abated our servaot.s requested 

some water, but were told that there was none in the house; the· 
girls inquiring at the asme time where our people were 'going, and if 

they belonged to tbe English at Grenna. Tbey replied in the affir­

mative. and said they bad lost tbeir way. One of the females theo 
asked how many tbe party consisted of. and were answered, fift.een, 

The mill ueed for grindiug corn by the Arabi it nothing more than a .mall &t 
stone on which another it turned by the hand, and this ia uluaJly placed in the J.i.p of the 
women, who are thtl only millen &nd bake,. in Arab famili.. . . " 


