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though . there were only two; the remainder, it was added, were 

clooe at hand in the wood. This embellishment was intended 88 a 

defensive measure to conceal the actual weakness of the company, fOf 

the elevated pooition of their fair auditors had not made the most 

1B..0ursble impression upon Ollr servants; who suspected that per­

SODS living 80 far out of reach, must have stronger reasons for moving 
80 far from their fellow-ereatures, than was consistent with '~nesty 

• 
and peaceable intentions. Accordingly whe" the girls had ex-

plained that the road which they were seeking led over the plain 

below, (where their fathers, they said, were cutting corn,) our wan­

derers turned to retrace their steps and descend the mountain-path 

as fast as possible.; not a little anxious with regard to the reception 
• they might experience on their route from neighbours of a more 

formidable description than the elevated litWe personages who had 

addressed them. As they began to descend one of t.he girls again 
• 

called to them, and letting down a long rope made of twisted skins 

with knots in it two feet apart, desired them to make their water­

skin fast to the end of it, with which, as the skin was empty, they 

willingly complied, choosing rather to run the risk of losing it 

altogether than to forego a possible chance of getting it reple'!ished. 

The skin was quickly hauled up, and disappeared through the hole, 

leaving its owners in an1ious suspense, not so much on account of 

tlae hideitself U ,of its M!icipated conlents. They had however no 

reason tQ repellt of their confidence, for the skin very shortly made 

illl ' appearancoo again and ~ed to be nearly full of water, to 

tlae delight of our thirsty attendants; who afler expressing their 
• 
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gratitude for the supply, continued their journey with r<;ne,wed 

strength and spirits, and arrived at Cyrene in the eveniD& as we have 

already mentioned above. 

We found Mr. Campbell in quiet possession of the tents. · He had 

had a good deal of trouble with our escort Boo Buckra, who had 

caught a fever, and nearly lost his life in consequence of repeatedly 

cramqUng himself with bazeen immediately after he had been 

physicked and bled. 

On arriving at Cyrelle we began to make inquiries respecting .the 

water which we had been told we should find at Apollonia, and dis­

covered that a spring in reality existed, at a short distance ouly 

from the place, but situated in the depth of a ravine; so as not to be 

easily perceived. We had observed the remains of an aque.Iuct • . 
leading in the direction of this very ravine, and had an idea of 

e"..Ploring the wady in search of the spring which originaBy supplied 

it. But finding no stream crossing the plain or issuing from the 

ravine (or wady) in question, we concluded that it existed no 

longer; and as we had little time to spend ill curiosity determined 

upon pushing on as fast as possible to Cyrene; where we knew that 

our resources were certain. Having made this discovery, which 

secured our supply of water, we determined to return without delay 

to Apollonia, and remain there till the fast of Rhamadiln should be 

concluded, during which time no Mussulman is allowed to eat or 

drink while the sun 'is above the horizon, and consequently the exca­

vations would go on but slowly which we had already begun at 

eyrene. Apollonia remained to be explored and laid down in our 
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map. as no opportunity had beeD hitherto enjoyed of bestowing more 

than a slight inspection upon it. 

While we were making the necessary arrangements for our depar,. 

ture, Shekh AMam, a .man of some influence in the place, waited 
upon us with an order from Bey Mahommed enjoining him to 

render us every assistance in his power. We thought him accord. 

ingly a very proper person to accompany us in our visit to Apollo­

nia, as his knowledge of the country would probably be of service in 

our researches, while his influence at the same time might prevent 

interruption. We had not indeed met with a single individual 

either at or in the neighbourhood of the place, excepting the t,w" 

fair tenants of tl)e eli/!' who dwelt among the haunts of the eagle; , 
but as Arab tribes have in general no fixed habitation, but move as 

the season or circumstances direct, we could not tell how long we 

might . remain unmolested in our rambles among its antiquitfes. 

Shekh AAdam was in consequ"nce attached to our party; and we 

again left Cyrene, on the 7th of June, with the intention of pro. 

ceeding direct to Apollonia. 

The road whieh leads to that place from the fountain winds 

along the foot of the upper range on which Cyrene is situated, 

and then taking a north-easterly direction, through a tolerably 

level and very fertile country, passes, through the ruins of an an· 

cient village, where a number of sarcophagi are still visible, ranged 

on either .ide.of the path. Here the road turns more to the north. 

ward, and leading through a wood, over some stony hills, continues 

along a ridge between two deep ravines to the brow of the moun-
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tains which overlook Apollonia. down which it. then winds m 8 zig­

zag direction, till it reaches the plain on the sea-coast below at no 

great distance from the port -. 

The whole of this road has heen anciently paved, excepting the 

parts which have heen cut through the rook, where deep marks of 

chariot-wheels are still observable. It has also had tombs on both 

sides of it, extending the greater part of the way, and has heen 

defended by forts, the remains of which are visible near the edge 

of the lower range of hills. The country through which it passes 

is highly interesting and beautiful; near eyrene it ha.. heen cleared 

from the wood which originally covered it, and appropriated to 

the cultivation of grain: this part is fertile in the extreme, and is 
• 

succeeded by beautifully undullting groun!1 ovezspread with flower· 

ing shrubs, which thicken as they approach the top of the lower 

range, where they are lost in dark forests of pine extending them­

selves down to the beach. The intermediate space between the 

com-land and the forest has probably heen laid out in villas and 

country residences, for we observed many ground-plans of buildings 

scattered over it which are not those of tombs or military works. 

As this part is wooded, the remains are not visible till they .are 

very closely approached, so that there are probably many which 

have never been vi.ited and. certainly many which we never ex" 

amined ourselves; not indeed owing to want of inclination, but Ie> 

the circumstance of our not having more. time at our dispooal 
than was necessary for objects of more immediate importance. 

* Apollonia. formerly the port ofCyrtne. 
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On our return to Apollonia, by the road which we have just 

described, we noticed several excavated chambers in similar positions 
to those which our servants had mentioned: they were cut in a 

ravine to the westward of our path, many hundred feet above 

the level of the torrent, in places apparently inaccessible. . We 

found, on inquiry, that whole families resided in them, ascending and 

descending by means of ropes; and indeed we ourselves could see 

persons in some of them who appeared to be reconnoitring our move­
ments. It was late in the evening before we reached the plain upon 

which Apolloni. is situated, and lID dark in the thicker parts of tbe 

wood which reaches from the top to tbe bottom of the hills that we 

could scarcely distinguish our way. As we were leading our borses 
• 

down a very steep par.t of the road we came suddenly upon a 

large hyrena, which we should not have seen if be had not been 

perched upon · a mass of rock somewhat higher than our h«ads, 

lying close by the side of the path. The foremost of our party had 

drawn a horse-pistol and was in the act of presenting it to this 

unwelcome visitor, when he opened a howl which so startled our 

horses that we had the greatest difficulty in holding them, and 

turning himself round, walked slowly up the side of the hill, evi­

dently in no way disconcerted at our appearance. As we did not 

wish to fire if it could have been avoided, we made no attempt to , 
molest him in his retreat; for the report of our fire-arms would have 

alinnedthe whole forest, which we understood to be much infested 

by hy",nas and jackalls. . As it was, the dismal howl whieh our 

ihaggy friend uttered was echoed immediately by the shrill cries of 

numberless jackalls, none of which, however, were we able to see, 
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and the plain was reached without interruption. We had been so 

much accustomed to the cry of the jackall, an animal very common 

in northern Africa, that it would not of itself have engrossed our 

attention for a moment; but although we had very frequently been 

disturbed by hyamas, we never found that familiarity with their howl 

or their presence could render their near approach an unimportant 

occurrence; and the hand would instinctively find its way to the 

pistol before we were aware of the action, whenever either of these 

interruptions obtruded themselves closely upon us either by night 

or by day. It must, however, be confes",'(\. that the cry of the jackall 

has something in it rather appalling, when heard for the first time at 

night; and as they usually come in packs, the first shriek which is 
• 

uttered is always the signal £Or a general cbor",. We hardly 

know a sound which partakes less of harmony than that which is 

at B-l'csent in question; and indeed the sudden burst of the answering 

long-protracted scream, succeeding immediately to the opening note, 

is scarcely less impressive than the roll of the thunder-clap immedi­

atelyafter a flash of lightning. The effect of this music is very much 

increased when the first note is heard in the distance, (a circumstance 

which often occurs,) and the answering yell bursts out from several 

points at once, within a few yards, or feet, of tbe place where the 

auditors are sleeping. The jackall can never be a formidable animal 
• 

to anything but sheep and poultry, unless, perhaps, when the num-

ber assailing is very great; but it is usually so little molested by the 

Arabs, whose dogs protect their live-stock from harm, that we have 

frequently gone close up within a few yards of one, before he wonld 

turn to walk away. The same indifference in retreating is also peen_ 
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liar to the hya'na, who not only walks away very slowly when 

advanced upon, but appears at the same time to have a limping 

motion, as if he were lame of one leg. The hyama most commonly 

seen in the north of Africa is that which is striped in the back, black 

and grey; its paws are scarcely more formidable than those of a large 

dog, but its teeth and neck are very strong, and there is no animal 

fiercer when wounded or closely attacked. 

We arrived at Apollonia late in the evening, and set out early 

the next morning, to find the spring which was said to exist in it 

neighbouring ravine. We followed the course of the aqueduct 

mentioned above, which appeared to us to finish at the mouth of the 

wady,; but our CDmpanion, Shekh Ai\.darn, pointed out to us a spot 

where it was cOlltinued oyer the hill and along the side of the preci­

pice: this was probably done to avoid the rush of water which 

thunders down the vallies after rain, and brings with it large stONes, 

trunks of trees, and other matters, sweeping everything before them 

in their course. As the aqueduct was con~tructed of stone, and 

covered over apparently with the same materials, besides being coated 

in the inside (or water-course) with cement, there does not seem to 

be any objection to its having been carried out of the level. We pro­

ceeded up the ravine nearly a mile and a half, and then came to a 

stream of 'water issuing out of the ,rock at some distance above, 

which descended in little cascades and was lost in the bed of the 

wady. The sides of this ravine are nearly perpendicular, and about 

five ·hundred feet is height: · near the top we observed two caves, 

situated .. those were which have already been described; and had 
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some conversation with the people who appeared at the entrruice of 

them. '\' e made them understand that we should like to ascend 

and pay them a visit in their aerial abodes, but as they seemod to be 

unwilling to admit us, we did not press the subject any further-, The 

lower parts of the ravine are thickly covered with pine, olive, and 

carob trees, and the whole has a very wild and picturesque appear­

ance. 

The town of Apollonia, now called Suz. Hammam, from the 

number of wild pigeons that frequent it, is situated at the bottom of 

an open bay, formed between Ras EI Hilal and the cape known 'by 

the name of Ras Sem. It stands close to the sea, upon a small 

eminence, or long narrow slip of elevated ground,; and is sit.uated 

at the extremity of a fertile plalb, which extends itself from the foot 

of a ridge of mountains, distant a mile and a half from the sea coast, 

and running in an east and westerly direction. The length of the 

city may be reckoned at nearly three thousand English feet, and its 

greatest breadth at scarcely more than five hundred. It has been com· 

pletely surrounded by a very strong wall, with quadrangular turrets 

on three of its sides, and circular ones of much larger dimensions on 

the remaining side (that to the westward). As the wall has been 

carried along the brow of the hill, more attention has been paid to 

its strength than to its .ymm~try, but the turrets are for the most 

tolerably equidistant, being about eighty yards apart. The twocir­

cular turrets at the north-western angle of the wall have been built 

with even greater attention to solidity than otber parts of this well· 

• These are the cavea which we have given iii the drawing, p. 493. 
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defended town; for they have been exposed for ages past to the 

wash of the sea without sulfering any material injury. On the 

northern and north-eastern sides, however, the sea has made consi. 

derable inroad~, and very few traces of the wall are there remaining, 

80me parts being wholly without any. The cast end ' of Apollonia 

appears to have been fortified as a citadel, for which its elevated posi­

tion above the rest of the town appears to have been admirably 

adapted. The cliff on which it stands rises perpendicularly from 

the lower part of the city, and could only be approached by a narrow 

pass and by a gate in the outer wall. The walls themselves are here 

douhled and still rise, though not entire, to a height of ' thirty and 

forty feet. The . quarries which have been excavated about this and , 
other parts of the w.alls, ~erving the purpose of an excellent fosse, 

contribute also very materially, as will be observed in the plan, to the 

strength of the city of. Apolloni.. The entrances to the town are , 
all of them narrow (the widest of the gates being no more than five 

feet across) ; and their positions, in the angles formed by the wall with 

the turrets. are remarkably well chosen for the purposes of security 

and defence. There appear to have been seven gates on the south 

.ide of the city, including .that belonging to the citadel, and one, 

near the centre, on .the western side, which .are all that we were ahle 

to discover any traces of: indeed this number of gates, for the size 

of the city. will be considered. unuswilly large; and were it not for 

the.intJ!rVention of the quarries hetween the city walls and the plain, 

would have tended to weaken. the position. Opposite the largest of 

the gates on the :south. side of the tQwn is a spacious semicircular 



~ff.'r~till!\> ,tl!e,~d!1'.R~ !"'hiI:h ris!; dP"rp!lll<l;if'JIAAf/N, «).a WIIsidefto" 
1~!f.I~fl!~.~ ! ~'lII , ;I':i).i~ ap~. to i>av~ lilml"4, !¥lI'''~ ,W, t1tII 
g;!f,e &~re,i\l!mI~ .~Q • . , Close to tllis is a mnarilaj)/Ylitr<>IIg.t'ort,lMoiIt. 

~\~~ " S'?~~I)h! , ~ide., . JiJ<e . tll"se ' at Ptole\l)eta,. ~"othe". alreod)' 
~,~r\\,<"d}n . tlw" S);rtis, Here also pass the ..,/Mi1Isu the aqua •. 
duct which fonnerly suppliOO the town from,a,Wring !!f.mast.delight;.; 
' !! ; ,· .~o H " . ; .. 

ful water, situated at the extremity of .the ravine . which we ,ha ... ' . ,1' ,t", ,,, ' . . 

'P~n.tio?ed. , ,,»pve, and distant nearly four miles from. the to .. Oo ' 

1~~ ~e~; ,h.~ er;t~roached very considerably at Apollonia; and it t is 

,¥!,,~~I~ ~ ~y,i':l what the shelter of the harbour ronMsted: the u­
~~!i?i'~t, i.~. too . ~trait to aIIord any protection; and it seeJll8 'pl'0baWe, 

that. the small i.land to the northward of the town, and a reef of· 
! ~ , \ I ' ") , 1 ' . " '- . ' • 

rocks a little to the soutb-westward of this, constituted the onl~ . 
h , \. : ! ,'. ', .' ' , 

s~<l/M'~ ,l"hi<lfi it afforded. We had imagined, that a oommunieation · 

~i~t formerl,y have existed between tbe island aad, tbe ·reef :o£ 

rocks here aUuded to; but it soon appeared , that: the waterW8B" 
!:, ,_. . . 

much too deep between these, to allow of any ,",ch, 'idea being rea.; · 
" , . . 

SC:>.':lably .entertained. The same cause would also h •• e operated ve~)' 

efl'ectl\3PY in preventing the construction of an artificial . .oo_u'li_ 

catioll between the. points which we have just mentioned't for the 
\ " .. 

heavy , sea whic~ rolls into the . port ill windy . "·eath~r .. 1!VO..u, ...... ' 
h!'-v'1 sw~ptaw~YIU,yt\>jng . ~t,ha" the Breakwater .. at Plpnl>llt ... . 
Had such a communication ever existed, the harbour would have been 

a ~"'texcellerit olle '; . but as we cannot sUJ>pOse that it ev,er".ll4 

ftO\Il the . r~ ,w)Uch, we bave statod~ve,; ._ ......,} 1lO~ttl!M 
~1l}lB,"tliftHe!"","ttsuaUy laid up'~er the,l'i" ; ?!~~.~ ~~!ld. \s\(~ 
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when this W88 impracticable, they were drawn up on the beach. 

We may believe at the same time, that what art could effect in the 

ftourisbing periods of eyrene was done for the improvement and the 

security of its port, as .we find it to have been with regard to the 

defence of tbe towu·. Extensive remains of building. apparently 

the foundations of a quay, are still visible, stretching out from the 

beach into tbe sea, at thc depth of a few feet undcr water. Some 

quarries. which have been formed in the rock to the north-eastward 

of the town, are also now under water ; and the insulated tomb, which 

forms 80 striking an object in the view we have given of Apollonia, 

i8 always surrounded by the sea when the wind sets in strong from 

the n~rthward t.· Other tombs on the beach are likewise filled on 

these occasions; a8 well as some large cisterns to the north-eastward of 

the town, through which the water roars with a noise like thunder, 

and dashes up through tbe apertures formed in them above. The 

cisterns bere alluded to were prohably appropriated to tbe use of 

the veasels in tbe harbour. which might have oc'Cn watered from 

them very conveniently; and they might at all times bave been 

kept filled with excellent water by means of the aqueduct mentioned 

above. We bave already noticed the encroachments of the sea 

upon the land, which we ourselves have had occasion to observe in 

several parts of the coaat from TripoIJ to · Bengazi, as well as tbose . 
TIM port of Apo11onja i. mentioned by Seylax, in conjunction with that of N.v.tath. 

moe, .. b&ving been leCure agaiDit aU '""then; aoo his d~riptiOD 01 the little rocky 
..... _projeoiPg pain"in thilDeipbourhood is, evetlat the p1'eRDtday, nry oorrect. 
\. t W. are torry to ., that thit vie ... with lOme o~ whidt we GOald J.ft ... i ..... 
.. imrodlIot, Uft beea avoidably omitted. 
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in\\ntioned by other Writel'l! on the roasts of Tnnis and ·Algiets. 

The present sti.te " of Apollonia affords " another deeidoo" inst&nce 

Of the advance ' of the sea to the southwatd; and "portions of the 

elevated ' ground on which the front of the town has been built 

aw' continually falling in from this cause. The seene of the 

principal theatre situated without the wall, to the eastward of 

"ihe town, has been wholly swept a .. ay by the waves, although the 

"quarry'inTront of it must have greatly contributed to break the furce 

Or tlJe sea in this quarter. It will be seen by the plan of the town 

of Apolloni .. that a part of this theatre is built against " the wall of 

tbe citadel, and the other part against the high ground behind the 

,ubsellia. " The seals appear in consequence to have ~en approi'ched 

frbnl above, we mean, from thl ground on a level with the upper. 

most range; and 8S the greater number of the ranges are still very 

perfect. the effeet of the whole building is that of a stupendous /light 

of steps leading down from the elevated ground against which they 

lean to the heach on a level with the orchestra, It is this effeet. , 
we presume, which induced Signor Della Cella to notice the seats 

of the theatre as a"" magnificent staircase-;" and it must be con. 

fessed tbat a more noble /light of steps will not often be seen 

than the one which is in question, This building. like those of 'a 

similar ' nature at Cyrene an'd; ptolcmeta, has no interior comnhinica­

tions; and the body of the people appear to have entered " from 

Suna ~pjaggia v'bunno maestosi ruderi di caseggiati, con avanzi di magni.tk~ I~ali. 
MIa presso al ma\'c. (p. 155.) 
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above, as we h~ve I already, observed. It i. probable, ho'l'~x~r" J~!'1 

$OllIe ,approach ""th" or~hestra (where the seats allotted topc'W'l" 

of rank W,ere ~-"yplaced) wa. contrived from ,the lo,..,r g\'pu'l,d 

"Pan a level with it; but tbe whole of tbat ,part has , bc<)n ;80 com· 

pletely w ... bed away, that we had no means of ascertainiJ)g w~~t 

arrangements had bean made there .. The road to tbe th~~~e 

appears to have been through the quarries to the south-eastw~rd 
of the town; and the gates by wbich tbe audience approached)t 

were probably the two wbicb lie to tbe eastward of the aqu~do#, 

and tbat wbich was appropriated to the citadel , , , , 

Within tbe walls, to the soutbward of the town, there appear. Jo 

have, been a small building of a circular form, sunk below the ley~, of 

the soil about it,'" in whi~h there are traces of several J'unges Qf ~s, 
wbich might bave belonged to a small theatre of 80me descrip~io~, 

perbaps to an Odeurn; but the whole is so much buried with ~oiJ, in 
" 

which grass (wben we saw it) was growing, tbat it would be imN" 

sible to obtain any details of it, without a good deal of prc .. ious elfca· 

vation. It will be seen by a reference to tbe plate, p. 500, in which 

th",e detail. are given, tbat the ground.plans of some of the, ~uild­

ings of Apollonia may be made out with tolerable certaintyt, Tile 

Christian churches, in particular, are very decid¢; as well as ~hc 

rem~" of .. ,noble buildi"g of~ . !,,\milar f~!U, at tbe westel'!' , ~,,-

f The-: ~rka' ~i1l be better litKIe~tOdd ' by a: reference to the plan o( Apdflohia 
annexed. 

~-t~ pro~~ to give these p.lana in .a. se~rate p~te, upon a Jarger ~le, but a 
. uent arrangement hill prevented u. from domg 10, and we refer to fhetrt accord. 
,~ly as they are found in die plan ofthe city. J ;:. 
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tremity of the city. The handsome marble columns, which now 

encumber the structures which they once contributed so materially 

to adorn, afford evident proofs that no expense had been .pared 

ih the erection of these magnificent buildings; for the material of· 

.. hich their shafts are composed is not found in tllis part of the 

coast of Africa, and must have been transported at great labour 

and cost from the quarries of distant places'. On the centrc of the 

shaft of some of these columns we found the figure of a large cross 

engraved; they have all been originally formed of single pieces, 

some of which still remain entire, and would be no unappropriate 

or inconsiderable ornaments to churches of modern (''ODstruction. 

The discovery of these splendid monuments of Christianity in a 
• 

country now labouring under igporancc 8':ld sU:pCrstition, afforded 

pleasing memorials of early piety, and rccalk~ the active times 
of GYprian and Anastasius, of the philosophic Synesius, (himself a 

Cyrenean) and other distinguished actors in those memorable scenes 

which northern Africa (from Carthage to Alexandria) once pre­

sented to an admiring, world. But the grass is now growing over 

the altar-stone, and the munificence which gave birth to the struc­

tures here alluded to is visible ollly in their ruins t. 

Probably from the sho(CI or the Rep Sea, where there is a great variety of coloured 
marble. 

t The biahopric of Ptolemais WU ',',raDlferred to Apollonia (tbfm called S08uza). III 

that of Oyrene had been formerly to Ptolemai8. The present Arab name of the port is 
M.,.. SUA, "bicb ill evideotlya corruption of the Christian appellation of this anci!D~ 
harbour of the Cyrenaica. ~', .:: ". 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Observations on the Position of Ras Sem-Remarks of Bru ce connected with this place-Diffi~ 

culty of reconciling thti ~cveral po~itions assigned to it-Extravagant Stories relQt{'d of its 

Petrifactions, supposed to be those of Human Beings-Fallacy of these Statements &!! 

recorded by Shaw-Report of Petrified Remains at Ghirza made to Captain Smyth by Mllkni 

(Bey, or Suitan, of Fezzan) during the progre8!! of his Excavations at Lebda-Journeyof 
Captain Smyth in 8earch of the ohjects described to him-Dl'scriptioll of the actual Remains 

at Ghirza- MonumeDt.11 Obeli!k disco~ered there, and Tombs, combinillg a mixture of ~he 
Eg,.ptian fln4 Grtcian styles of Architectu re- Indifferent Taste and Execution of these 
Remains-Veneration in which, they are held by Mahomptan!o! of alll'lR~~p.s. who lIuppose them 
to be Petri6ed Human Being! of their own per9uasion-Geogra.phic PQ9it ion of Ghina 

determi ned by Captain Smyth-Furtller Ob~ervntiom on the Remains at Apollonia-Return 
I)f our pRrty to Cyrene-Account of that City continued. 

IN concluding our account of that part oft"c coast which lies between 

the promontory called Ras Sem and Derna, we may observe that the 

name of the first-mentioned place, however it may have originated, 

is not at the present day known to the Arabs, at least not to any of 

whom we inquired for it. Bruce and Dr. Shaw have described it as 

situated in the interior; the former at five long days, the latter at , 
six days' joumey to the .outh",ard of Bengazi. The tenn Ras, 

whieh in Arabic signifies a -head, is the usual Arab term for a promon­

#pry, aDd it is in this senae that we find it adopted in modern charts 

'to distinguish the headland above mentioned. But the place which 



502 MERGE TO CllRENE. 

is alluded .t .. by ,Shaw and Bruce i.· not, as we ":,e' lIt1ited .. ~n 

any part of the coast, but lying at a distance' of· 8erera! d:iyo from ,it, 

that is !.o say, south of Dengazi: and Druce translates the name ,mieh 

has boen given to it differently, calling it the Fountain and not tbe" 

Head of Poison, as Ras Sem is commonly interpreted; probably from 

tbe indifferent quality of the water which he found tbere in a very 

disagreeable spring impregnated with alum. Weare ""t prepared 

to reconcile the dillerent positions assigned to the fountain or 'ilie 

promontory in question; but have chiefly adverted to it on account 

of the fictions which have been circulat.ed with respect !.o its alleged 

petrilllctions. It appears, as reported by a Tripoline Ambassador 

resident in London about an hundred years ago, on .the authority of 
• 

a friend of his, a person of grealllJeracity, a.nd of a thouomd other 

people besides-all, no doubt, of equal respectabilitY-"tllat "a "arge 

!.ow,! was to be seen at U.s Scm, of a circular figure, wbich bad _e­

ral streets, shops, and a magnificent castle belonging to it."- Oli're 

and palm trees were found there, among othe .... turnew into a blUl8h 

or cinder coloured stone, and men were eonspicu~ in ditreren.t 

attitudes, some of them exercising their trades 'in.docctll"lltiono, 

ethers holding stullS, bread, &c., in tbeir hands. Women:at tbe lame 

time were observed giving suck to their children,or busy lit , tbe 

. kn ... ding trough ·or ot.her ooeu~ns. A man wa.sto·be'&eeIl ' m. 

entering tbe castle lying upon a magnificent bed ofstOlI6\'und ltuard. 
were still visible standing at the doors armed with tbeir pikes and 

, " -. . . ~ . 

spears. Animals of differe!!t so~ (nay, tbe very 4/>gs, ·ca.\:fI~ Illi.ooj .. , 
were <>bserved bY' some penoJl8'oonverted" il1bo sioni>J·\md 'IIll.of".' 
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Here we ,have eTidently the deseriptloa< of an 

ancient eity. with ·its buildings and statues, converted by the fertae 

imoginatioD ·Ofthe Arab., and other ignomnt spectators of ib! 

. remaias, ·int,o.~he .fanei!'d semblances mentioned. It i. probable that 

ODe ai·the citiesai tbe Pentapolis, Cyrene perhaps, as having mollt 

statues, was the petrified city in question; and we may venture to 

say . that tbere is scarcely an individual who has travelled in 

Mahometan countries who has not been induced to take journies of 

inquiry on the authority of similar fictions. Happy are they who find 

the least resemblance between the description which they bave ooard 

and the reality i-for it often occurs that amplification and hyperbole 

,have less to do . in such accounts than pure invention. Shaw was 
• 

enoouraged: as he .him~lf informs us, to undertake a very tedious 

a1ld dangerous journey to Hamam Meskouteen in Numidia upon 

tbe authority of Arab reports; he had been assured, with · the. most 

solemn asseverations, cllat a number of tents had heen seen there, 

with .:attle 06 different kinds, converted into stone.. On arriving. 

however, at tile place, . he had the mortification of finding that all the 

aooount.s whi.h ,he had heard were idle and fictitious, without th.· 

I ..... t foundation, uliless in the wild and extravagant brains of his 

uoormer.. . ~ . Neither (he <ootinu",,) will tbe reports concerning the 

petrified bodi .. at Ra. Sem de&el"Ve ""y greater regard or credibility, 
• ",. m¥ .ppelll!,m,m the, foUowiag relation t." . 

Se! ·Sha ... ~~ Trave~ ill Barbary vol. ii. p. 286. 
1'1« A~t" bHy~t-.· .gO; ~b'hIM.~ t:e M~rt; wa, French ' e~n&ul at T;j'poly."he"ni*le 

.ljI!IIatl ip<l~{)by-,~ of: the "FrnolL . cetlrt, ·inte ttho .'trath ' of this' rt!IpQI't~ !· and 



'A ·lrimilar'oiiaiPpclintmeot·was ~riencedby CaptaiI>S..,th". i 
,_ induttJd; ,hom tbe 'repor~ oNheSultan,of,FeManj.aD e,e-~ 

oHhe ,odenl>he desoribed.·.to undertake ajourney,to .Gbin&,·.nd,ae' 

helh""'bli~glyfavou....tu. with ,the details of.."..., submit them ,teo . 

the ';n.pooti_of ,the reader';n the form in which they .. ere extracted · 

fi'om tAs ,.mate journal. ; . 
: " . , , . 

. ' " 

\lnpuriH it~ time I was excavating amongst the ruins of Lep9.s 

Magno. ~!le,;Arab Sheiks who visited my tent frequently remarked 

tbaj;,J. ~ou.\ll have a hetter chance of finding good sculpture in the 

iu,\4!ri~r./iWd made .many vague observations on the subject, to which 

a~onvt other very curious accoullte relating to the I13me place, he told me a. remarkable 
ci~~Qiri'taric~i \'0 the great discredit and even confutation of all that had ~n 10 poaitintly ' 
adRDOtd ;with regard to the petrified bodies of men, children, and other animal.. SQIM 
of th~ 'J auizarics who, in collecting t1u:~ tribute, travel over every year one part or other 
onii, tliltrict 'M Ras Scm, promitled him that, 88 an adult ~non would be 100 heavy 
aad burdeo!JOlDe, they ,muld undertake, for a n!rtaln bumber of dollar&, to briDg b.im 
fr9~ th~pce t~ body ~f a little child. After a great many pretended difficultieA, delay., 
aDd diflllppoinhnellh. they produced at length a little Cupid. which they.had fou.nd, '1iI ­

. he'ltuat .• fterwanls. among the ruin. of Leptit; and to concea.l the deoeit.t. they ~. 
o~ t.he tujver and lome other of the diatinguiahiDg cha~acterjlltiC8 at that deity . 
. J:, M.· ~ Maire's iO<luiriee (be continues), which we find were 9upport~' by the prOm* 

altef' ~nce 01 (!;rb.t reward. . .. un brought! nothing iu:rpter .10 ligat: He coaW 
np,er ~_.f¥.'r Hnding: a , ~~ber. ~f.~~~~ expreuly, and at a , grea~ ~~pe~~_ t.o 
'lilake dillCoveriet!l, that any traces of wall. or 'buildinge, animala, or ut.ensit.. were ever to 
be Wn Withiir the 'rergie of 'tMee p~dM ~.'" ''11M .... ka.\1Ilt: » ...... 
f_ ~. SWili"' ,~Q,."lu> au..n4od .JUo.>.;'l J"";"'rYlVhil.Jp ~Ph ,qd ,~m! . 
him that he had heeD levellll times at Ra. Stom; and allo from aoother S"iCilian re ... · 
gado, .. hom the Buha", of Tripoly IwI appoiotod !ley'''' 'vw..riof 'flIio· ........ ' .. '" . 
n-•. ,->- 1> •• S ~"I/i -'- "-' ...... ' .,...... ............... . ""'1'!'1' ~, ,.,....,., ... ·I~!.,.,.. • .",· 



I'l*Id .Ht*,QttmrtfO"·lI'tit.betime, . ·0 .. my return oo,1!ripoli. .blllf;ey\)r, 

M'UblI/'8ub:a.",/1lli'azaIi/.,bad just returned from · a maraudiug !\Xi»' 

diti<llt,"'t.;tW·-itJkrjo"l ,,,,,d in a ronferenceI held with l1im, ,"" 

. " ... urelhn,,·tbat ,woidria ' tI>e :lastmonth he had passetl through ,PII< ; 

alim..mt i city,_w 'cal!ed ' (;hirl'2a,'a boundiug in spacioU8 buililiulJIj ' 

and ornamented with such" profusion of statues .88 to h""" &II ,t~ · 

appe'arance of an inhabited place. This account, supported by several 

collateral circumstances, impressed me with the idea of its being the 

ci;t~brated nas Sem, so confusedly quoted by Shaw and Bruce; and 

c~ri8equently inspired me with a strong desire to repair thither;«- ... ·: 

, ·:'.i 'A<'corditigly Colonel Warrington and I waited on the n ....... ..:i 
~qucsting penjiission to undertake the joum.y, '\lith ,""eli "IIe" 

im~ediately complied. . Only, as his eldest son, the Bey of Bcngui, 

wu in rebellion against him, and might by seizing the Consul-gen-t:'-ral 

.ii'd"inyoelf demand terms which his Highness would find it difficult 
. " 

to ,accede to, he wished us to proceed with a small force to t~e 

ni\;Ulltains, and there be reinforced according to the actual state of 

the' ,qOl,Ultry. . His Highness also signified his desire t.hat Seedy 

A .... ""ri,,.hi. 8On-in-law; and Seedy Mahomet hi. nephew, should 

8<JC9I!lp;myUS. He moreOver furnished us with hi. Teskerah (an 

MUIaority fur, being gnstllitowlly '8Ubsisted by the Arabs), .though we 

n~er used it but to in.Ure a supply,' and always made a p_t in, 
, ." . . 

J!eioItJo. pNpIWtlaooIe to.,the,1'>II.ul! of· tboarticles provided, .beiAg of 

~'ililft~ta!~ng oursi!lTe.I o~ of this docllment :would '* . • _."'i;to,~)_"'" 

0.. the 28th of 'F~let'T, _ ' ti!A' ''ftrip<III ' W-...,1IiIWi 



aqcomwniedby the, t",o S~cs, an cscor,t Qf twen~i,,, Jdoqr.i!<h 

cavalry, and several camels. Proceei),ing , ily ,tbe fertile, , g~~~d& , of 

SaIIaI, we rode soutbward in the direction ()f the hill.; ,bI4t .before 

qllittillg, tbe plain, our companiono salute,\ uo alld each otber by 

firillg their gWlS whilst riding at full speed, ill imitation of desultory 

attaclt and· defence, which, allowing for the difference of weapon, 

she~cd a striking resemblance to their N umidian ancestors. As we 

a</vance4 up the hills we fouud the country beyond tbe tower of 

G'1':~l\. neglcct<'<l; the clothing and C<luipmcnts of the inhabitant. 

wece also more rude and scanty than in the plains. 

"On the 2nd of March we passed an old tower called Gusser-Kzab, 

in t~e .p]ain of }"'russa, where, about three yearl:i hefore, a considerable 

tre!,"Ufe had been discovered in gild and sih'er C9ins, of which how­

eve! I ,,:as unable to procure a single specimen, they having been all 
taken to the ooast of Tripoli, where they were most probably ruched, 

and t\ICir date and story lost tor ever. Proc("'Cding from Frussa over· 

a s~crile amI fatiguing di'3trjct, we arrived about noon on the· 3rd at 

the ,Wadie of Benioleet, where, having been expected, the pri"ci"", 

people came out to welcome us, and some met us even as Ji:\l off as 

the valley of Mez"!outb. This, though only a distance of fOllr·or five 

miles, is a very laborious and dreary ride, over a rocky· tr~t, ·e,xhihit.. 
iog . a. remarkaWy vole.nie ""ppear;mcc, from a black ' s.ubstmlce 

re";l'lblil)g porous lava, lying up'on ~ pcd of tert,iMb' li,mest~"""and 
forming, perhaps, a·part of tbe Harutsch of Horneman. , " J"eDl~Iap" 

ch~)y aspect of these hills renders t!>etirot view.of the"Wtdie,. of; 

ne~}9)ee,t,with, its, ,hoUSes, field., ~Ild , paIn> trees, , e.~JJJtOIy, pid\l~ 
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~e;- i"nd: "the additional bustle occasioned ' by 'dul' rtf;i~i>1 ; ' !iIi~~' 
great 'a'himatioIHO' the wilble scene, 

~ Benioleet consists of several straggling mud \;lInges 'on the !lill~\( 

of a fertile .... ville. several miles in length, and bounded by' roCks di" 
. .. :, 

di1llClllt access, The eentre is laid out in gardens, planted with dote ' 

and olive trees, 'tmd producing also corn, vegetables, and pulse. TfiiS: 

vaHcy':is subject to inundation during the winter rains, but in srim~ 

mer requires to be watered with great labour by mearis of ,vells of 
extraordinary depth, It is inhabited by the Orlilla tribe. "Ihiel! 

amounts to about two thousand sonls, suhsisting chiefly by agticu1~ 
ture tUld the rearing of cattle, aided only in a trifling degree'by a 

marlufaeture of nitre j they are accounted hardy, brave, and 'indus­

triou~, but "to the same tll]le di~honest and crnel. A large and ' l1i'~' 
proportioned building caned the c •• t1e. near one of the pleasantest' 

spots in the ravine, was prepared for our reception, and a plentiful 

supply of victuals and forage provided, Though commanded at 

almost every point, this is the principal fortress : it contains sevcr~l 
apartments, good stabling, and a large court.yard. hut the water 

must be drawn from a very deep well at the distance of a mu~ket­

.hot. The walls a're badly pClforated for musketry. and flanked with 

round: "'"'lions, too weak 'tn heal' artillery, ' 

• Hliving found several peopl~ here ,Who had recently arrived Woni" 

the 'p\ace'} "was-bonnd tn. I repeatM 'my inquiriei; respeCting l1ie 
scul,.1I1'O; 'arid again reeei""d posltH'i!: ks""rancestliat I shOuld '.&" 
fighre. ,\>f imen; ' women. ';!iililren; cam~ls. hc;r'se.; 6~triblJ(J.; '&c,. i~" 
perfilct,,..<lM""tibW; atid 'tile beUef'of' tht'irb'8IlM peti-illiC/icnl'll 'Ww' 
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so' prevalent, that doubts were expressed whether I 'should he 'sblc 

to remove anyone of those whom it had 'pleased ·Providence ·thus to 

'punish for their sins. 
"On the 6th, after our party had been joined by three mountaiJi 

chiefs, Mahmoud, AbdaUah, and Hadgi Alii, with twenty-five Janis­

saries, and fifteen camel~ laden with water, harley, tents, &c., we pro­

ceeded over a hilly am! hare country to the soutlIWard. On the 7th 

we' arrived at a wen of bad water called Kanaphiy.. in an open spaet' 

nearly surrounded by the r ,od" hills. We found a small Kufll,· 
, there from Fczzan, and purchased of the Moors a quantity of cxqui­

~itc Sockna dates, and f'omc dried locusts. 'Vc were exceediol,riy 

tormented here by the numerous ticks that swarme~ over the ~olc 

plain, amI teazed alike both ou.elves and ,our horses. On the · 8th 

ha"ing passed the range or'Souarnt, we advanced through a pretty 

, valley c"lIed Ta"',1, neglected, hut evidently capaule of irnprove­

Incnt., from the luxuriant myrt1e, lotus, juniper, cypress, nntl other 

plants, flourishing spontaneously. I also obRerved many tt'ct.'S 

called Ta!ha, from which a gum exudes resembling that brought 

from the forests on the north-west of the Zaara; and proba.bly it is 

the same tree, for it is of stunted growth, with small , brownish 

leaves, though its character is rather that of a rhamnu8 than a 

mimosa. , 
• 

" In the evening we arnv.ed, at a brackish well of great.depth ,caUed 

Zemzem, from having heen bl .. soo by" holy Marabut;·, ... nd ,; them., 

is denved the name of the whole Wadie, "which running I _ard. 

·· · · il~~ 'nohh-ea'.t rcaclle. th~ ' Syttis heloiv Tll,gh .. "LntAmding to. 
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piteh OUJ tents here, we Wurst to bUIU aViay the .• tubb~e . ':'l ~~.tr_oy 
3-species!oi.veuOIuouH spider, from the bites of whieh we had two or 

. ,.' " 
three narrow escapes, saving ourselves only by -killing them suddenly 

. ) If 

on the spot with a S~lart blow, the moment we saw them u.ROll us. 

Ghirrza, the scene of the cxtrdOrdillury story so cxtculSi\,cly'propa-
, " , , 

gated, being only within three or fuur miles of'thilS place, occasioned 

me a restless night: so that carly Oil the morning of the . 9 .t~1 I 
eagerly sat oH' over the hills, and aftcr a bhort rjdt~ tlw ruins of 

Ghirrza abruptly met my sight. 
"I in!Oitantly p<!tceivt..'tl tllf' error of some writers, in ascrihing t:old 

, .. : ' 

springs and moving sanus to this spot, JC)T tJlC si te is mountainous 

and bare, pr~seuting only dreary Wa::iSCS of Jime and panll~t.o:nc, . . " " 
intersected with ,the ramifications of the great wadit: of ZC1!.'f.Cm. 

• - , '1 
And although I had not allowed my illlagination to risc at all. in llrO-

portion to the exhilarating accounts I had heard, 1 could not uut ue 
sorely disappointt.>d on seeing some ill-constructcu houses of co;nJ?ara­

tively modern date, on the break of a rocky hill. ilnd a few tomhs al . . , 
o small distance beyond the ravine. On approuching t.he latter I 

found , them of a mixed style, and ill vcry indifferent taste, orllamcl~t('(l 

.. ith. ill-proportioned t'Olumns and clumsy ""pitals. The regulal' 

architectural diviBions of frieze and cornice uciug neglcctc...>tl, lIearly 

the whule depth uf the entablaturOll was loaded with ahsurd /cpre-

88ntationli 'of~warriors" , It:\lnt~Jll~,n' I~cl..., horses, ~ml. ot~c'rt ~nim~1s 
iIi,101l1 .. elief, .or .athenorat.ohll4 .. oD . the f,eestone of whi~h. ~I~~ ure 

....... tnmted,·, The ,pedoiauilt aroe .IJlostly , wi~o.ut '!- dyFo r,.~d tlj~ . ~ide. 

l>ote,.Jru. i..nQ~ioll of" llIIIl'IIffll)8 d!li'prijti/lJ,l-" .. 1;9.\', . I.¥H!l •. n ~Ilurc. 
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'Y,l,d lUlimals,nra lI.iS\'rably executed, and "ra genernlly small;,too"l!h 

tbey vary in 8i~e from aboutthree leal and • . half '0 '. foobn ,huigirt,' 
even on the same, tombs, wbich adds to their ridiculous elfeet; wlrikt ,. ~ , . 

,oIl\cpalpable BUd obtruding indeeenci .. render them disguoting. " 

... Aeross a fine but neglected valley, to the 8Outh~8Stward, in '""hieh 

wer~ nJlmerous herds of wild antelopes, and a few ostriches; jg;;8 · 

m9~u.n:t~n4Jl obelisk of heavy proportions, and near i~ are four tombs 

o~ r-i,~il~r Rtyle amI ornament with the first set. These are rem.""~ 

ab.~: )h~~cycr as more st.roTlg-Iy combining a mixture of }~gyptian and 

G~~ek architL'Cture, mld arc placed so as to give a singular interest to' 

the ~ene. There are hut three inscriptions, and th08e are compaa.;... ; . 

tiWI'y ';,nsignificant, nor can other particulars be learned, the ,whole-.M 

thc'l1.113ving been opened, in scar .. probably of tr~asurc, but as l'I<I ' 

person permanently resides ncar lhc spot, I was deprived of any local 

inf~r~~t.on. A wandering Bedoween, who had been some time :jn 

th~, }V!)die, brought me a fine mcda~ in large bras" of the elder 

lfa~til,la, which he .bad fouud in the immediate vicinity. 

The lombs appear to have remained uninjured by .theactiOtt '61 

eith~~ the SUD or the atU1008phcrc, excepting only a deep full,n. tillt , 

they' have imbibed ;---.the sculpture therefore, as we must ,,,,,II it, 

retjl~in.s nearly perfect. Asthcse ,edilices are near the Feosan,,;'il.d, 

pe0.w~Jr.ol11 . the int,er'or have ,o"" .. 'lionally tarried to e«amine 'tMml 

and ,btIi.lIg ~he .0nlY,,!!pecimcM or' ,the"urt they ,.,.,,,,, saw,' yot"""J:'I'e" 

senting familiar objects, they have dcscribcd'tbem'oD their'..".i .... I,"'· 

the coast in glowing colours. It is this nucleus, which rendered 

morc plaWlible,',perhapo;by the' story of Nardonn, ~oon, ...... eUed,U;tq: 
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a 'petltiied .oity"and ·8t length attracted t.he curiosity not only of 
E~j)p"" but obtained ·univ ... ,al belief in Africa. It has been deemed' 

a "I'I'cies of pilgrimage to resort thither, as the carava" passes; and ' 

inscribe a ble .. ;"'g for the supposed unfortunate petrified ]\fooleins, 

and ... ith these the pede!!tal. are ""tually covered. Thus, notwith­

standing the diminutive size ond despicable execution of these baR­

relief., the Turks who accompanied me eyed them with admiratidn 

and respect, pointing out to my notice that the horses had actuany 

four legs, amI other similar trifles. Never, in fact, has a palpaule' 
instance occurred to mc, so strongly· indicative of the degradation of 

mind inflicted by the Mahometan tenets on its votaries; nor <ouM 

I ~t regret to .find men, in many respects estimable, so henlghted, 

and '0 gLil'ingly .deficient in the discernment bestoWed by edu- ' 

catiolJ. 

«Ghirrza is situated ncar some barren hills called Garatili", and 

from. its want of water, and Rterile, comfortless appeara:nce, could only 
have been a military post in communication with Tha,bunte, and th"C 

sta.tions along the shores <Jf the greater Syrtis. The wadie, indeed, 

m~y have. heen ,formerly well cultivated, heing even now covd'i!r~ 
wit,h sPO!'taneou& vegetation and Rouri"hing talha, cypress, lotus; 

an«l,other, trees. I observed no traces of roads or aqueducts, during' 
mY,sMrt .tay, but I 'Was \;00 . much Oo)Cul'ied . with my opcl"dtions for . 

• 
delefmining the geographical : .position of the place, to extend' my ' 

r_rch .... . to ,any distan..,-. · " . ,., . 
" .... ' " 

~I~f rn~~?~ ~f ~b\~,~t ~R~ ~! ,,!ve~ 9~ '~e ~\ COdtJ»eJlOli41 objeetiJ·,OIDo tJW .ttWl 'l ' 
to t~at place from tripolYI are all followl :_ . 
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" On the II th I "ished to proceed to Towergha, and Mesurata, and 
thence to Lehida, but we had lID many men and camels belonging to 

Benioleet, that it became necessary to return to that place. On our 

arrival there, we found the inhabitauts eager to learn our opinion of ' 

the petrifications of Ghirrza, and they were evidently chagrined .. ·hell 

they found we had brought some specimens away with us, thereby 

dissolving the favourite a..xiom respecting the futility of attempting 

to remove them 

Such was the result of Captain Smyth's journey to the petrified 

city at Ghirza; by which, notwithstanding it fell short of his expecta-" 

tions, more was obtained than those travellers are gencralll fortuqate 

enough to meet with who havc"an opportl .. nity. of comparing the 

objects described with th~ florid description of them by Turks and 

Arabs. With regard to the Ras Scm of Shaw and Bruce, it is difficult 

. to say what place is intended in the account~ which these writers 

have given of it; for we have already observed that no part of the 

Cyrenaica is known at the present day by that name to the Arabs of 

the district, at least not that we were able to ascertain; and we arc 

inclined to believe that one of the cities of the pelltapolis i. in re81ity 

t.t;t~d •• " 1"",,;I~d .... . . 
1''4 40 50 Ghirrza Ruim 31 07 16 

Benhoulat Squlire Tower 31 ~8 10 14 18 15 
B~nioleet Caatie 31 45 38 14 12 J{) 

Wady Denator-huh 3 1 52 10 14 03 50 
Wou-lad-ben-Merian Pas. 3221 40 13342-2 
Wllhryan MountailJ-lummit 32 07 5() 13 02 10 
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th'it' p\~C;," of,giri.:nY' alluded to in the extravagant report. <tf the 

n'~tiVc~ and' of otherS"who may have visited the cOuntry in question. 

The distance of five and six days south of llengazi would not certainly 

correspond witll the posit.ion of anyone of these l'itics; hut it nppeA'MI 

t~) us morc probable that a place of' some importance would he 

sd ecb...>d, in prcfcrcnee to one of' inferior consideration, as the themt· 

of a "talc so marvf'l1011s; and there mn be no remains in the position 

aJlmle<l to which may at all be com pared with those of the Pt."n­

tapolis. 

" ' e ~hall . now resume the thread of our nltcrative, and -proceed tu 

finish our account of Apollonia. 

It will ~ ob~rvcd. in refyrring to the plan or that city~ that tile 

greater part of thc'waH .is remaining; and we have never seen 80 

good an example of ancient fort ification (the wall of T euchira 

excepted) as that which it still affords. It has been strengthened by 

rjuadrangular turrets, at inte.rvals of ahout eighty yards, and thc.~ 

gates have in general been plaeed in the allglcH fornlt .. ~ by the willi 

with,the towers, a positi~m which rendered them Jess accf!5sible when 

besieged than if they had been otherwise situated. All the turret., 

however, are not square; for one at the south-west eorner is eireulal', 

as nre also two of much larger dimensions on the north-wesh'rn siue 

of the city, which are about eighty ffet in diameter, ami have b t!CH . 

built uncommonly solid to resist the w.,h of the sea. At the~po­

site corner of the town there is nothing remai ning but the f(HUlda· 

tions of on~ of the towers and a part of'the waH extending westward 

from it alo.g the beach: ,these were, however, .8u./ficieut to determine 
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the limits of the tuwn in that direction. It will be observed that this 

waH iJoi only apparent as tin as (m), beyond . which is ;) large space 

where everything is buriL->d in sand, and a conjecture arose whether 

it might not have continued along the cliff Icadiug to the tower (n); 

but traces of it were again discovered near point (0), with two turret~ 

amI other evident remains to the westward of it, which determined 

its continuation along the beach to (p). We afterwards found that 

the cliff' jm;t alluded to formed a boundary to that portion of the town 

which appears, from its great ~trcngth, contracted limits, and elevated 

position, to have been the citadel. 'rhere are hut two approaches 

to this fortress ~ one from the town at (r), and another by a very nar· 

row gate at (8) from withol1t. '['he whole of the south-ea~tern corner 

is high, and extremely difficult of acces~ on~account of the quarries 

which surround it forming: a trench of considerable dimen~ions. 

Tbe town appears to have heen purposely destroyed. and the wreck 

of building with which it is incumhered renders the examination of 

the ground-plans very difficult and teu:iou~, indeed for the most part 

imp()~sible. Of the five principal huildin~ laid down in the plan of 

the city we contrived to ootain. with a ~ood deal of trouOle. some 

comparatively satisfactory mcasurcment"i. (n) and eb) were unques­

tionably Christian churches; and must have been erected at great 

t!xpcnse, from the costliness of the material employetl for their 

(~olu~s (a species of marbJe somewhat resembling Tripoline). 

The huilding marked (d) has been one of no ordinary importance, 

and seems to bear more resemblance to a Basilica than to any other 

public edifice. It will be observed that the semicircular part of this 
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structure has a different aspect from those of the churches, both of' 

which are at the eastern extremities where the altars appear to have 

Ix...on placed. The "olumn. of the basilim (if so WI' may <:all it) are 

'also composed of handa:omc coloured marhlc-w(J mean the shafts of 

the columns, for the capitaho! aJ'e of white marble. The remaining­

two, (c) and (e), appear to have bC(~1l tlwdling-houscs of a superior 

description. (c) has had immediate cummunication with the tUl'l'et 

close to which it is placed on the southern side of the town: and a 

long colonnade running parallel with t.he sea has been ercJc:tcd cl()~(' 

to the other dwclling.housc leatling along the (xlge 'of the ditf' 

tOwards the eastern church. On the south side of the tOWII , wi thont 

the \valls, there.is another large huilding (h), whiclJ secm R to llave • • 
heen a fort and to· have, contained quartcr!oi tiJr soldiers. A road, 

inc1'oscd by large stones placed upright, has IX"CJI purposely carried 

close along t.he eastern side of th.is structure, and t urning short round 

it through an arr.hway has led t.o the semicircular excavation opposite 

to the gate (I), one of the principal entrance::: to tlw city. \Vl~ wiB 

not pretend to fix with any certainty the date of the huildings w(' 

have here allude'" to : but we should con,idcr them to be decidedl ), 

Roman, and the employment of Corinthian capitals and shafb of' 

coloured marble would seem to favour this opinion. It iR Hot 

improbable that the churches may har~ been erect.ed in the time of . 

Justinian, although we do not recollect that they are mcntioneIJ by 

Procopius 'in his account of the works of that emperor. 

In the quarries which inclose the walls, serving, as we have already 

. tsted, the purpose of trenches, there are a good many excavated 
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tombs; but they are aU so much decayed that it was not worth 

while making plans of them. and those farther from the cIty arc in 

no better sbtc ~ some arc filled with sand washoo in by the sea, 

which has encroached considerably UpOIl the land at Apollonia, and 

surrounds occasionally some very conspicuous tombs which form 

striking objects to the westward of the towli. 

On the two islands which arc opposite the town there arc somc 

excavations and remains of building; hut as we had no boat with us., 

and none is to he found in the neighbourhood, ApoUonia, not be ing 

lI~cd in modern times as tl port, we were unable to ascertain their 

precise nature. The islands are very small, but the town receive:-; 

hrreat protection from them in northerJ,r galL'S, although the sh,eJter 

which they afford is not fmffic~nt, we sho.ulU imagine, for vessels, 

even if there should be water enough inside them. 

By the 20th .June we had completed our plan of r\ pollonia, which, 

from the incumuereu state of'the ruins, was JlO easy task to accom­

plish, amI we think that little more could be satisfactorily made out 

without removing the heavy blocks of stone which arc everywhere 

scattered over the town: but this labour would probably be greater 

than the object appears to demand, since the ground-plans which 

remain are 1I0t of' any great antiquity, and, with the exception of the 

churches, and perhaps the oth,er buildings which we have given, do 

no~eem to caB for much more attention than we were able to 

bestow upon them. '" t~ must confess we should have liked to 

remain there a little longer to have excavated about the larger 

theatre, where statues ":ould probably be found; we say the larger 
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theatre, because a circular !;pace within th(' to\\'11 appears, as we have 

mentioned, to contain one of :smaller dilllcn~lOns, which 111ust ~ 

cleared from the soil and vegc~lJle matter wilh which it is covered 

before anything can ~ determined with certainty rClSpt:ctillg it. 1f' 

a theatre has stood here it must have been a very small OIlC, of a cir­

cular form, and, unless appropriutL-u to lllUsical pcl'iormllnccs, ii.PPC<lJ'1'i. 

to be unfit for any other. ' ·Vithont the tOWII. to the westward and 

southward, excavation would probauly he interesting; amI illlJcctJ 

there is hardly a spot in the habitable parts of the l )cntapolis WlWH' 

ohjects of interest would not in all probability be found. lu the :-;palT 

between Apollonia and Derna there arc remains of several anticllt 

villa~es and stations, where we coulu have \'cry much wished to 
• • 

excavate ; allu in that b~tweell AllolluJli.L :lIld Cyr~nc there al.l.car~ 

to be a great deal of matter for inquiry. Tlu.' cmlxu'katioll of heavy 

objects would be difficult at Ap.ollonia 011 accoullt of the little d.el'lh 

of water near the beach; it. might, however, be managcd, amI would 

at any rate be preferable to the trall-spol'1 by lallu-carriage to nClJgazi 

or Derna, which indeed may be said to Uc wholly impracticahle OJI 

account of the frequent deep ravines alld dangcrou'S JllouJltaill-pa!Oisc~ 

which intervene. 

During the time, about a fortnight, of our absence from CyrcJIl:, 

the changes which had taken place in' the appearancc of the COUll try • • 
about it were very remarkable. We found the hills (JJI our returJI 

covered with Arabs, their camels, /lock., and herds; the scarei t y of 

water in the interior at this season having driven the ll<...odouins tu 

the mountains, and particularly to Cyrenc, where the springs afford 
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at all times an abundant supply. The corn was all cut, and the 

high grass and luxuriant vegetation, which we had found it so diffi· 

cult to wade through on former occasions, had been eaten down to 

the roots by the cattle: the whole face of the country was parched by " 

the sun, anu had assumed ·a deep brown and yellow tint instead of' 

the rich green which it had worn on our first arr~val; a hot wind 

was blowing, which had all the character of a sirocco, though coming 

from a north-west quarter, and the thermometer stood constantly at 

970 in the shauc, a degree of heat we had not before experienced at 

Cyrene. 

The scorching quality of the north-westerly gule may probably he 

attributt.'tl to the heat of the ground in the hollows about the p!acc, 
• • 

f()f we did not. experience any g.at degree Qf heat· at Apollonia (we 

mcan, not from the wind, tor the sun was vcry powerful) where tht> 

sam~ breeze came to us immediately from the sea. The excessi"e 

dryness of the atmosphere of Cyrcnc at this time may be readily 

conjectureu from the indication of a very good hygrometer which we 

had with us, which showed 55 during the pcriod in question, an 

extreme which we had lIever before seen it mark. 

We found afterwards that at Malta, on the same days, they had 

experienced a strong sirocco wind, and had had the thermometer at 

95". It may be remarkc,1 generally of the heat of northern Africa that 
, . 
it has not often that oppressive quality so much complained of in 

other hot latitudes; and it does not appear to be at all unhealthy, as 

we often find it to be in damp climates. The sun, however, i~ 

uncommonly powerful, and it is necessary for those not accustomed 
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to its influence to keep the head well covf'fcd if they would avoid it 

coup-de-solei1. The force of habit will at the same time enable 

Europeans to encounter much more heat than they would venture 

to subject themselves to 011 tirst arriy.ing from more temperate 

regions: we found that we could walk about the whole of the oay 

(which we were obliged to do in making our plans) without fc:cling 

more · than what may be termed inconvenience; and the grcatt'st 

annoyance was the reflection irom the ground on our eyes and lips. 

which the masses of white stone among which we had to scramhle, 

in examining and taking measurements of the ruins, made stronger 

than is felt in cultivated places: these become so hot from tel) 01' 

eleven o'clock till sunset that thc atmosphere ahout them is like that , . 
of an ovcn j the heat .which is reflected from them ahsolutdy 

scorches, and the eyes of persons long exposed. to its influence would 

probably suffer materially. For the re,t, the heat may be horne 

without prejudice (especially through the folds of an am pIc turban) 

unless a greater freedom of diet be indulged in than is prudent 

in any hot climate. We saw very few serpents ilJ t.he ren­

tapolis, and very few scorpions, even among the ruins, where they 

are generally fond of hiding themselves; but the grass land, at 

Cyrcne in particular, is much infested by a dark-coloured centiped, 

almost black, with red feelers and l~~; we usually found half a 

dooen of them in taking up the mats in our tents, and had great 

difficulty in killing them. Any part which chanced to be separated 

from the rest of the body would continue to run about as if nothing 

had. happened, and were the reptil.even divided into !'weoty pieces 
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('ach part would travel about, as if in search of the others, without 

any of them seeming to be the worse. The only mode by which W(' 

could kill them at once was by crushing the head, which cfl'c'CtuallJ 

destroyed life ill evcry other part in~tantaneously. 

On arriving at Cyrenc we immediately resumed our examination 

of'the antiquities of the place, and were able to make out the ground 

plans much better than on former ()('casiolls: in consequence of 

finding the grass eaten up hy the cattle and sheep of the 11OO01lilis. 

whom the ~rcjtJ of water, as we have already mentioned, had drivell 

10 the heights where the foulItains arc situated. 

At the conclusion of the· sixteenth chapter we have noticed two 

theatres, "ear which our tents were pjtchcd. and .shall proc.'Ced to 
, . 

give some description of thcnf. \Ve fOl\nd them both so much 

incumbered with the soil which had accumulated about them, in 

which the grass springs up to a considerab1e he ight, that, had it not 

I)(."('n Ic)r the seTllicircular :-;hapc of the greell masses which presenlt.u 

thc msc}n-,s to our "iew. we should not have suspected them toha"c 

hc(~n theatres. The column~ which once ornamented the back of the 

>ccne in the largest of tiK'SC huildings had been thrown (for they could 

scarcely have fallen) from the basement on which they fonnerly stood, 

and cros~cd our track in various places along the whole length of the 

range: among them Were se\'et~} statues, which appeared to have been 

portrait., executed with gr<.at freedom and taste, aDd beyond were the 

Corinthian capitalo of the columns which had rolled, in their fall, to 

some di,tance from the .hath. These, as well as the base.. were 

"'Imposed of' a fine white mar~ the polish of which was in many' 
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cases very perfect; and the shafts (of coloured marble) were formed 

of single pieces, which added considerably to the eflect produced by 

the c,ostliness of'the material. From these circumstances, as well alS 

from the resemblance of the draperies in which the statues were 

wrapt to the toga, it seems probable that this theatre was Roman: 

but the execution of the capitals and ba:;cs have none of that degc­

nera<:)' of style which chardcterizes the works of the lower empire: 

Hud we should l)(~ dispOSL'<.i to attribute them to the time of Augul:itul­

or of Hadrian, when Homan art was undoubtedly entitled to our 

respect, and (we may also say), in YaTions instances, to our admi~ 

ration. The whole depth of the theatre, including the seats, the 

ordwstra and the stage, appears to have heen about one hundred . . 
ami fifty English fe'Ct, ~nd the length of the scene about the ,.me. 

The porticoes at the back of the scats are two hundred and lifty fcc( 

in length, and the space between these ami the colonnade at th~ ba"k 

of the secne is of equal extent. The whole building would thus 

appear to have been included in a square of two hundred and lift)' 

feet, not including the depth of the portico behind the subscllia, 

whi(~h is at present rather uncertain. The theatre has bt..'C1l built. 

like many of the Greek theatres, ag'dinst the si,k of a hill, which. 

forms the support of the subsellia; and the highest range of scats 

appears to have heen upon a level, ''With the platform from whid) 

it was apprOached at the back. On this level also are the porticoes 

behind the seats; which would seem to prove, if other evidence 

were wanting, that the cunei were not approached by internal 

passages, of whieh there are no indications, but from the . platform 
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just. llIentioned (on a level with the highest range of seats) from 

which the spectators descended to the lower ranges. There appears 

to have been a row of columns, inclosing the uppennost range of 

seat,,; and as we found several statues in the orchestra, close tinder 

I he subscllia, it may perhaps be supposed that the upper part of 

the theatre was decorated with these ornaments, the place of which 

was probably between the columns of the peristyle in que~tion, sine ..... 

the statues appear to have fallen from somc place above the level 

of the scats; and we know of no situation more appropriate fOJ" them 

t hun along the colonnade we have mentioned.. 

This theatre is placed by the side of the road leading down to the' 

fountain, and must have UL'Cn a beautiful ohject when perfect; ,the 

J'ichness of the materials of' whic~ the coiuml1s wore form~d, ndding 

greatly to the eflect of the building, if not in point of taste, at least 

in l>Qint of costliness and splendour. The style and execution of 

the remaining parts of this structure have not however been neg­

lect<.><l; and we often stopped to admire the beauty of the Corinthian 

capitals, which were carved with great sharpness and freedom, and 

exhibited C!onsiderable taste of design. The position of this building 

will be seen in the ground plan of the city (I" 520); it is the most 

northern, and the largest of the two. The plan of the other theatre 

~jf(crs materially from that of ~e one which we have just described, 

and il, proportions arc a60 very different. The depth of the 

orchestra is .much less in proportion to its width, and the space 

allotted to the seats is at the same time greater for the size of the 

building. Ins\ead of being approached from above, as that whieh 
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we have first mentioned appears to have been, there are five 

passages (or vomitoria), by which the spectators entered, and two 

communicating with some place beneath the front of the stage which 

arc so much blocked up with rubbish, occasioned chiefly by the fall 

of the roof, that we could not explore them to the end. These 

passages descend very abruptly towards the centre, and appear to 

comrnunicate with the same point, or with each other; they have 

been arched with blocks of stone, ranged longitudinally, and are of 

very good construction. \V c werc able to go "down thirty-two feet 

in onc of thcm, after some little trouble in clearing the entrance; but 

the impediments which then presented themselves were too seriolls 

for our time ane). resources. A casual observer would not have been , . 
aware that there were finy passages in this theatre by which the 

sp~ctators entered, so much was the whole building covered with 

soil and vegetation; and it was only on close examination, that ~ome 

appearance of the arched roofs which .trovered them was discernablc ; 

and we determined upon excavating in the same line ·below. 

It soon appeared, that passages really existed; and we "ucceeded 

in clearing one of them sufficiently to determine the lhct beyond 

dispute. "Ve found that the roofs descended with the seats, somc 

of which they probably supported, but the floors appear to have 

been level; or, at least, the inclina~on is so slight (if there h,' 
• 

any) as not to be ascertained by the eye. In the course of this 

excavation we found that some ofthe rows of seats were hollow; and 

were in hopes of discovering a further confirmation of the circum­

stance mentioned by Vitruvius, that the Greeks were in the habit 
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of appropriating hollow space~ beneath the seats of their theatres to 

the reception of brazen vases, by means of which the sound was con~ 

siderably improved. \Ve were led to imagine the possibility of this, 

from the fact of the spaces to which we allude having heen carefully 

formed, and not left merely for the purpose of saving material, or 

adding to the lightness of the building. 'Ve found nothing, how_ 

pveT, which could be said to verify the conjecture; and a few frag­
ments of pottery, which were picked lip in some of these apertures, 

were all that prcsenk'tl themselves, in confirmation of the practice 

anuded. to, during the progrt..:.ss 0(' our excavation 

• TIIC pa~sage of Vitruvius in question, is 8R (oHows, as we hal/c extracted it/roRl 
Wilkills'" tran~lation:-

" From the forl'going illvesligatiolls,"-thosl' of Ari!;toxl'llIIS' on thl~ doctrine of har­

IllOny," brazell va!!l.'S have be.'n made upon mathematicall:Jll culations, proportioned to 

the mal!:nillldl~ of the theatre, Tlu~y are so con!;tructed, that upon heing struck, they 
form amongst themselves concords of tht! fourth, fifth. regularly ill Sllccl..ossion, on to tilt' 

double octave, Thl')' arc then arratlg£'d amoll!!st the scats of the tiJeatr(' according to a 

l-ertain mUl>ical proportion, ill celJ~ made for: their reception, They ought not to ue 

placl..'<.! ill contact with tile wall, but have a n;caut space alx"'c alld around tJ,em, They 

"liQu id be iJlvt!rted, and the edge flext the lltage raised by means of wedges, lIix inchl..'11 

ill '.eig ht at the IcatSt: apertures ought to be made in til(' seat!il of the lower row. oppo­
sitt, lo lile celis, two fI;'Ct in widt}l, alld one in height," 

" If the tlu'atre be not very ~pacio Il 8." continues ollr author. " thi('tt'cn arched cells 
will be sufficient, ilL which u many vase! are to be placed in the order which lie pro­

ceed:; to point Ol1t, by obt;er"illg which, \Jlc ;voice," he 8ays, " which diverges every where 
'from thl' stage, as from a centre, stri king each of theli{~ IlOllow va:!C8, will aC(juire an 

increase of dearncsli and IItrengtl" al,d at the !Io"lme time produce corresponding :OllC!I in 

cOI\I;orJ wilh it80wII sound", " " It may, perhaps, be t>aid," conlinues Vitruviu8," that 
IDa.ny theatres arc built every yt'ar at Rome , in which 110 attention llae been paid to 

illest' points: thtl objection. however , is not applicable ; because it is not c01l8ideroo. that 

all public thcatrcl:I constructed witll wood have many 8urfaces, which act al; sounding-
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We must observe, witb respect to the passages which we have sup­

posed to have been used as entrances to the theatre, that they were 

boards, The truth of which will be manifest, if we observe those who sing to thC' Imrp; 
who, whenever they wish to !:lillg ill a higher tone, turn thctUsclvl's to till! l<'Rvcs of th£' 
!!Celie; (rom which they receive the aSllistancc of corrctipondin~ sound!!. But wilen 

theatres are DOL souorous, in consequence of their !wing built with solid maleriahs, su(;h 
as IStane or marble, whether wrought or unhewlI. it then iJ.'CDIIlC!:l Ileccssary to hav'~ 

recourse to the expedient just explained. Many skilful arcllitects, who I,ave built 
theatres ill small towns, have, in order to lessen the expeuse. adopted vase:. of pottery 
instead of brass, of the same pitch; and, by arranging them according: to these principle!! 
have prod ilced the most usefu I effect!!." 

We may remark on thi:l subject, that it has hitherto been doubted, by pel"llOns ''fcll 
(I'lalified to judge ofarphitect.ural details, whetlu~r the practice alluded to by Vitru l' ills 
in the foregoing passage, was ever really adopted by the ancients for the !,urpos .. which 
he l'1entions . Mr. Wilk ills lias noticed a passage in Pliny, wI,ich alludes to a mexlc of 

• building pE"Culiar to lhe walls of theatres; in the construction of which, hollow vessels 
of earthenware wcre immur~: and whenever it was rNjuiroo to prolon~ the vibrations. 
or to increase the powers of the voice, the orchestra was strewn with lialld or saw.dusl, 
by which means, the voice being directed to the body of the h OUR', the sountls were 
carried along the walls !IU long as there was no impediment to obstruct their c·nurst. ; 
wherea~, in the walls of other edifices. tht: intNior space betwN'n the two face~ of tltt' . 

wall Wab' filled in with rubble. ''In describiJlg this modf.' of building," contilJ1l(,s Mr. 
Wilkins, " Pliny might have llad our autbor in view; wiloS\' lJlelll;Oll of vast's ro.'ct'ivoo 
a d('grce of confirmation from the fact, that earthcrll v('slieis were sometim('~ illscrted ill 
the masonry of ancient buildings. An instance in which tllill practice has been adopted , 
OCCU1'S in the Circus of Caracalla. Vases are there found regularly distributed ill tltt' 
stone work above the crown of the archt!9, which were conlltructl--d. for the purpose of 
giving a proper degree of elevation to the seats of the spectators .. The object of their 
introduction seems to be the diminution ofjVeight. Vitruvius confellst's (Mr. Wilkin1; 
adds) that theN! was 110 theatre at Rome which hiUl vases for such a purpose; althou!(h' 
he states them to have been in use in tIle provinces of Italy, and in mO!tt of the eitiCl! of 
Greece. It is certain, however, that in the various theatres which have fallen within our 
observation, no provisi,m hali been made for the reception of vasell, in the situation which 
Vitruvius al!l5igns to them." 

Since the publication of Mr. Wilkin.'s Vitruvius, the reeea.rches of Mr. William Bankes 
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all of them on the same leve~ and had no other commnnication than 

with a prrecinction, a few feet above the orchestra; how many cannot 

well be ascertained, as we could uot, in the present stat~ of the build­

ing, determine the position of the lowest rauge of seats, and the height -

of it from the level of tbe orchestra. Tbe sides of the passages were 

cased with stone and marble, and decorated with architectural orna~ 

ment; but we could not ascertain the elevation of the front »re­

sented to tbe stage, no portion of wbicb is standing: perhaps, among 

the ruins which encumber the orchestra some details of this might 

be found; but the little time which we had to excavate did not 

allow us to search for them long, and some fsagments of Dorie 

columns were all that we dug out, except blocks of stone and marble. 
, ' 

Tbc passages were perfectly str~it, and cop>municated direct witb 

the lower ranges of seats, irom which the spectators must have 

ascended to the upper ones; but we could not perceive any remains 

of staircases, which were not 

moderate size of the building. 

perhaps necessary, considering the 

No portion of the stage, except the 

lower part of a wall, is now remaining, which indeed seems rather to 

have formed a part of the proscenium, as it appears to -be somewhat 

have fortunately l:nabled him to throw light Upoll the ~ubject in question; for in Syria 
tilis gentlemaJl discover<>d a theatre which was constructed in the manlier alJuded to by 
Vitrllvius, and in which lOme of tile Vaat!S V'ere actually found in the lIituatioll8 which he 
has assigned to them. 

We had flattered otJrsch'C9 OIl firlSt perceiving the hollow spacea, which were leCt under 

the &eats of the theatre wJlich we are describing at Cyrene. tbat we had uurselves dilCO­
vered a IICcOJld confi rmaliclI of thi!! practice; hut no brazen vases appeared in the spacet 
ill (JIl~lion; and tlu: few remains of poltery which we found in SOOle of them, will not 
even justify U9 in asaerting that they contained originally valet of earthenware. 
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in advance of the stage itself. The width of the orchestra where it 

joins the proscenium is not more than sixty feet, and its d.epth auout 

eighty. The depth of the whole space occupied by the seats is not 

more than forty fect. There are extensive remains of building which 

appear to have been attached to this theatre, on its eastern side: 

they seem to have inclosed public walks, and have been surrounded 

by porticoes, and strong walls of considerable height, in one of which 

a gate still remaining has been fonned communicating directly with 

onc of the principal roads. In the neighbourhood of the theatre we 

have last mentioned, there are still many statues above ground, 

ih excellent style. One of these, from the representation of the 

Ammon's head, and the eagles which ornament the armour, is pl'O-. . 
bably a statue of .some, one of the }>tolemies; and near it l~ a 

female statue, one of' the Cleopatras, Berenices, or Arsinoi;s, per­

haps, of the family. 

We wished to have introduced a drawing which we made of the 

figure first mentioned, the ornamental parts of which arc beautifully 

executed; but 0'" limits will not allow of it. The head and limb~ 

are wanting, but the trunk, clothed in armour, is a beautiful exampk 

of taste and execution. .It is of white marble, mueh larger than life, 

as is also the female statue near it, of corresponding dimensions. 

There are several other statues ~e ground in this part of the 
• 

city, in the best style of Grecian art; and many good examples of 

Roman sculpture, or it may be Roman portraits, executed by Greek 

artists, which we should rath.,.. conclude from the excellence of the 

WOI'kmanship employed in them, and from the fact of Cyrene having 
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been a colony of Greeks, even when under the . domin ion of 

Rome. 

I,:very part of th" city, and indeed of the suburbs, must have for­

merly abounded in statues; am) we are confident that excavation '. 

judiciously employed, in many parts even indiscriminately, would 

produce at the present time many admirable examples of sculpture. 

\Ve will now proceed to give some account of the amphitheat're, of 

which considerable remains are still extant without the walls to the 

westward of the town, and which must have been in its perfect statl~ 

a very conspicuous object from the sea. It has been constructed on 

the verge of a precipice, commanding a most extensive and heautiful 

view, and receiving in all its purity the freshness pf the northern 

breeze, so grateful in an African'climate. fart of it is built a~inst 
the side of a hill which formed the support of the ranges of seat, 

fronting the precipice; and that portion of it which bordered upon 

the verge of the descent rose abruptly from the edge, like a stu pend· 

ous wall, overlooking the country below. The foundations of this 

part of the amphitheatre were, it may be imagined, remarkably strong, 

and they still remain to a great extent very perfect; but all the seat, 

which they supported have been tumbled at once from their places, 

amI lie in masse .. of ruin beneath. This appears to have been occa­

sioned by a part of the Ju.bstructure having tY:ven way; and as we . .. 
imagine the whole side to have fallen at once,?he crash must have 

been a tremendous one. On the opposite side, (that whieh rests 

against the hill,) Ilcarl y forty rows of seats are still remaining, one 

above the other; and as each of these are fifteen inches in height, tb!I 
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edge of the precipice appears from the upper seats to be close at the 

foot of the ranges, although the whole of the arena intervenes, and 

it often made us giddy to look down from them. As the lower 

ranges 1ri' seats ure not in their places. it is difficult to ascertain the 

diameter of the arena, but it seems to have been more than a hundred 

ft..'Ct across; and to have been, like that which we have melltioned 

at I'tolenlcta, of a perfectly circular form. There is no appearance 

of any pra-cinctions, owing probably to the absence of interior com­

munications, which are not to be found in thislnuldiug; and it seems 

to have been chiefly approached trolIl the top, which is equal ill 
height with the level summit of the hill, against whid. the 'scats 

are on this side ,built. The most natural approach would certainly . , 
have ueen thal whjch lei'ds from the /ountaill of Apollo, along the 

edge of the descC'llt which we have mentiollcd: this will be evident. 

from the plan of the city; but strong walls, which arc undoubtedly of 

ancient con!o'trudion, cross the road here so complet.ely as t.o predude 

the possil>ility of any approach from the cit)' to the amphitheatre ill 

this direetion. If the walls which we allude to had not heen standing 

at the present day many feet ahove the level of the road, we should 

have concludt..'<l that they must originally have contailled gates which 

led to the arena; but there is no appearance whatever of such comM 

munication, even suppo~ing that the f'1tes were approached by flights. 

of steps, which wouk! not have been. an unreasonable conjecture. 

The only road which remains (under the difficulties stated) must 

at the same time have been a circuitous one; and as ~t communicated 

merely with the level summit 'of the hill, against which the .... u 
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re,ted, any approach to the arena, or other lower parts of the amphi­

theatre, must have becn by descents, right and left to them, from the 

terrace (or platform) which surrounds the upper r'dnge of seats, or by 

t,hc staircase!oi leading from it. to the lower ranges, of which decided 

vestiges arc stiB remaining. The arena seems to have been about a 

hundred English feet in diameter, and the seats to have oecupied a 

:o:pac(~ of about eight), feet in depth: if we l'c('kon the level space (or 

platform) inclo~ing the amphitheatre at twenty, the whole building 

will have stood upon thrt~C hundred feet of ground. It could not be 

ascertained whether any ~ubtcrrancan chamhcrs existed communi­

catin;" with the arena, a~ this part is incumhered with the ruins of 
" the tallen scats, and we had neither time nor mc:tT,lS to excavate ill , " 

search of' them ; we should rather concllluc ,that there were not; for 

on the north !'Iiue, where no foiCats arc remainillg, (all this portion 

of the huilding having fhllen down the cliff;) t.he sub8tructure i~ 

H.!ry apparent! .and no arrangement appe;:l's to have heen made for 

,·uults. Tlferc are remains of a Doric c;olonnadc along the edge of 

the cliff, forming the north side of' one of the spaces walled in to the 

eastward of the amphitheatre, the (:apitals of which arc beautifully 

forme"!, exhibiting all the sharpne~, and taste peculiar to the early 

manner of eXl:'t-'1lting the order. noth these inclosures appear to 

hUI'e been appropriated to t.be amphitheatre,-pcrhaps as public walks 
• 

lor the usc of the audiellcc: but it is difficult to say how they were 

approached, either from the east or from the west; and the two 

other !'ide~ are inacressib1e, in consequence of the abrupt 

descent of the cliff tf) the northward, and the rise of the 
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mountain to the southward of the inclosure.;. IV c bave already s:>id 

that there i. no appearance of any gates, by which the amphitheatre 

could have heen accessible from the ca.,twaru, through the waUed 

spaces here alluded t.O I but we think there must have been a t'OOlmu­

nication originally. although there arc at present no tracCH of an y. 
There is a small buildin~ close to the eastf ~rll wall of the inclosuret;. 

apparently of very early construction : it is a simple quad l'anglc~ 

without any intC'rioT divisions; and the remains of several column~ 

all of which arc not apparently ill tlwir original placcs. are still visibh.: 
on the north side of the structure, but n OTie are observable Oil tIll ' 

other sides. This building has also no gate, and it i~ cviucllt [rom 

the , appearance .of the wull:s, all of which arc ,stamiinl-!, that there 
o 

have never been any f~rmed iu it; we wiH not pre tend to !oKIy ior 

what purpose it may have bc...'Cn ereclt..u. 

In returning from the amphitheatre to the city, the road :S~J't :-; 

the edge of the cliff, which des~nds everywhere abruptly, and t1w 

soil is kept up by titroug walls along the brillk of the descent, without 

whieh it would be waslwd down by the winter rains, and t.he build · 

ings' in time undermined. It is over a part of this wall that tlH.' 

fouutain of Apollo ( whi{.-h in ancient times was copioU!"ly di:;;trj. 

buted over the city and lertile lands of Cyrene) now precipitates 

i\8elf, as it probably did in its natlWahtatv, into the plain, ami finds 
o 

its way to the sea. Near the end of this wall begin the ranges of 

tombs which skirt the northem race of the mountain below the city. 

deoeending in galleries one above another, till they reach the level of 

the plain at its root. · The 8IlIDmit is occupied by part of the city ; 
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and the edge of the descent was here, as in front of the fountain, 

skirted by a wall running along the whole line of the cliff, till it 

joined that whidl enclosed Cyrcnc to the westward. I,'rom this 

portion of the mountain descend five large ravines, once thickly 

wooded with pine and other trees, which have been cleared for tht.~ 

use of the town. and to disencumber the ground appropriated to th(~ 

tombs. Some of the ravines are, however, still partially woodcU, in 

mall)' places very thickly, and springs of cxccBcnt water arc found in 

various parts of them. 

The north side of' the town, from its present appearance, docs 

not seem to have been ever HlUel) inhal>ited, and very few remains 

of dwelling-houses arc observable there. The buildings which ,still 

exist are however of all interestfng charactpr, and excav~tion would 

be particularly desirable in this part. Two eminences which rise 

con~picuously above the general level of'the 5\ummit arc occupied by 

the ruins of ~pacious temples, and c1o~e to the western wall of tht, 

city is all that remains of the stadium. The largest of the temples 

(we mean the tE'des, witllout the columns) is a hundred and sixty.nint' 

English feet in length, aud its breadth sixty-one feet. It is of the 

Doric order, in its cady style; and the capitals, which with the 

columns are lying on the ground, still exhibit marks of excellent 

taste and execution, thouglr ~ry much defaccd by time; they , 
measure nine fect acrORS, <lnd the capital and abacus. are of one 

pIece. The form of this building is periptcral; but the columns on 

the sides appear to have been twelve in number, which is one more 

than is allowed to temples of that class by Viuuvius, supposing the 
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edifice to be hexastyle; for in peripteral temples the number of 

intercolumniations on the flanks should, according to this author, 

be only double those of the front. That there were twelve columns, 

however, appeared evident on the first in~pectiolJ, from the ~~xisting 

number of capitals IJing on one of the sides of the temple; and Oil 

adding two spacc!o>, and the diameters of two columns to t11(' length 

of the <cdes (or body of the temple), which is, as we have statc(l from 

actual mcasnrenH'nt, a hundred and sixty-nine English fc('t, and 

comparing this measurement with that of twelve columns and clC'vcn 

spaces, the first number given was two hunurf'd ami five, and tht:' 

latter two hundred and four, which result was quite near enough 

to be conclusive,of the fact. In this ('aJculatioll we hav(! taken the . . 
diameter of the co}umns,.as they measured within an inch or two, at 

six feet; and supposed the intercolullmiation to he ::;ystyle, llm1 is 

two diameters of the columns. The same calculation applies equ.ally 

to the hreadth of the tt·mple, which would seem to prove that the 

intercolumniation as!.mmed was correct,-six columns and five spaces 

giving ninety-six,- and the hreadth of the R..-les, with two ~P"{~(!S, and 

the diameters of two columns added, ninety-seven; bringing the 

results within one of each other, a."i in the instance just given with 

regard to the length. Traces are still remaining of a pronaos .lUd 

posticus; but one of the walls ofotlfe pronaos (the only one rc-
o 

maining) has a very decided return of two feet (at its central 

extremity) in the direction of the cella. The depth of the posticu. 

i. at the same time much greater than that of the pronaos, and 

rather more than half as much as that of the cella: this distribution 
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i:;. however, consistent with the character of the climate j for the rain 

fitUs very heavily, and almost incessantly, during the wmter season 

at ()rcnc; and the unusual space given to the posticus would be. 

iound very l$t'rviceable to the inhabitants, particu)aTJ.y as the temple"· 

was somewhat removed trom what may be called the inhahited part 

of tlu.~ tOWIl. The saUle reasoning would apply equally in summer 

time, for the heat of Cyrcne is at that period very great. An 'addi­

tional motive for increasing the posticus so mud. ~yond it.;; usual 

dimensions would be Jound in the width of the ambulatory (which is 

rcgulate(l hy that of the intcrcolumniations), for the s),style species is 

too contracted to afford much shelter on any occasion; and we may 
probably assumc, Ii'olll the calculations above stateu, that the lcplple 

in 'Iuestion was in filCt of that sPecies, althoJlgh the intel~o)umlliation 
could not otherwise be ascertained., on account of the encumbered 

amI. ruined state of the building, which we had no opportunity of 

excavuting. 

\Ve should mention that the walls of the redes have decidL'tl 

returns of :.;ix feet both in front amI rear of the temple, towards the 

two columll~ which range in a line with them; they are about four 

teet and a half in thickness, ami one of the stones of which they were 

composed measured fifte<m feet in length. 

The smaller temple, iik'J ttlat which we have just described, was 
• 

built upon a rising . ground: and had the additional elevation of a 

,'cry solid basement or substructure, considerably raised above the 

level of the summit of the bill, part of which (about four-and-twenty 

feet) has been left as a kind of terrace round the building. The 
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disposition of the columns is by no means evident in this temple, and 

the number is very uncertain; but tile ambulatory must have been 

a good deal below the pavement of the mes, ~incc there is no space 

allowed for it upon the basement we have mentioned: and it. must 

consequently have been U1'OlI the terrH(~C beneath it. which appears to 

have been left for that purpose. The columns must therefore have 

been' unconnected with the roof: and have merel,Y !'llpportf'd thl~ 

covering of the ambulatory. Indeed, it St~ems likely that the porticn 

was altogether detached from the (('des, and judgillg fj'om the r{'main~ 

of a wall, which appears to be part. ofthc oriftinal plan, amI the position 

of a column without it, we may perhaps suppose that it wa~ situated on 

the ~dge of the trrrnce above-mentioned; and t hat the whole space of 

tour-and-tw~nty feet bet\~'een this wall and that of tIl<' (l'(les. waH a 

space between the portico amI the body of the temple, which dOf'H 

not ap~ar to have been covered in. In this disposition Wf' imagjuf' 

the wall just alluded to to have formed the hack of the porti('o. and 

the column, still remaining, to have been one of the .Tunge whic·h 

supported its roof in front. Immediately below this c.:olmnn the 

ground descends, and traces may be observed of' steps leading lip 

to it. 

In the axles there seem toO have been only apronaos and cella: and 

in the latter is a detached mass of buiMiing, raised ahove the h~\'el of 
• 

the other parts of it, for which we are wholly at a loss to account. 

tbere being DO analogy between its disposition and that of any ,,,rt 

of a cella in its usual arrange ... ent •. 

T.he length of tbe redes i. a hundred and eleven feet. and it, 
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hreatith fifty feet; t~e outer walls are fonr feet in thickness, and 

that of the pronaos som()what more than three. Th" r.apitals of 

some fluted columns which .. Ire no\',' lying at the tC:lOt. of' the hill on 

which the ten pie stands, arc of no estahlisheu order of arehitecture~· 

and may perhaps be said to he a mixture of Greek and }:gyptian; 

a coalition which we should certainly expect to meet with at 

Cyrcne, but of which we recollect t.o llavc seen only a fdv in­

stances. Close to this building, on its northern side, is the quarry 

from which the stone l'lllployed in it~ constructioll was probably 

taken, forming 11 dcep trench 'It the foot of the hill. The tlSpect of 

both temples is nearly «:a:st, as is usual, we believe, iu buildings ()f 

such a description. 

To the eastward of the larger temple, aJ1u close to the city ~alJs, 
are t.he remains of til(' stadium, part of which i~ excavated in the 

rocJ:-y soil all which it stands, and tho~e parts only built which the 

rock could not supply. Its length is sOlllCwhat. mor~ than seven hun­

dred f{~et, and it.s breadth ahout. two hunol'ed and fifty. The course is 

now so mudl huried, and overgrown with long hrrass and other vegeta­

tion, that the mode in whieh it was uisposed could not be ascertained 

with any certainty; neither is it easy to ueciue clearly how much space 

was allotted to the seats, which do not occupy at present more than 

fivc~and-thirty fect on eit.hcr"sitle. The whole is, in fact, (like the , 
temples,) in a very ruinous ~tatc, and nearly all the constructed part has 

disappeared. There arc two masses of building to the north-westward 

of the stadium, which appear to have had some connection with it, 

but we will not venture to state any decided opinion with respect to 
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their pree..., \lie. One of them is a solid quadrangular mass, now 

about five feet in height, which appea,.. to have been intended as a 

sl.ation merely, from which the horses and chariots of those contend­

ing for the prize might be inspected as they entered or came out of 

the stadium, for it is not sufficiently elevated to ·command a view of 

the course. It is fifty-eight feet in length by eighteen in breadth, 

without any appearance of having becll morc than a kind of raised 

platform, unvaric(l by architectural ornament; and we have only sug­

gested the use for it mentioned because we cannot in 1act assign any 

other to it. The second may, perhaps, have been a small temple, or 

~ome building in which the contending parties. and those who hlid 

the managcmen~ or superintendence of the games, might assemble to 

make arrangements. rcsp~cting the course, or to settle any differences 

which might arise with regard to the raCt:. Its form is similar to 

that of a temple, without external columns; but there is &Qmt! 

appearance of there having been a colonnade attached to it, sup· 

ported by the walls of the building. It i. raised, upon a small 

eminence, about an hundred feet to the westward of the terrace, 

near the entrance of the stadium. Westward of the circular part of 

the hippodrome, and to the south..,ast of the largest of the temples 

which havtbeen described, is a walled space of ground of consider­

able extent, which may have been .. ppropriated to the gymnasium; 

but there is so little at present remiining within it6 limits, that we 

,will not venture an opinion respecting ,it. We could very lDuch 

ba1'e, wished to, excavate in parts of this inclosure, as well as about 

'the ,temple them",lves, but our time and means would not allow of 
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it: the stadium would probably alford little of interest, for the stones 

which were employed in its construction appesr to have been carried 

away in later times to serve in other buildings; and, indeed, little more 

could be expected from excavating the temples, than fragments of 

architecture too much decayed by time to render them particularly 

useful in furnishing details, or of statues which enthusiasm and 

bigotry have probably defacc..t, if they should even have been spared , 
by the hand of time. 

The city walls approach closely to the southern extremity of the 

stadium, and arc in this part very decided. They begin from the 

verge of a deep ravine, as wiJi appear by the plan, and continue in 

an unbroken line to the spacious reservoirs (at t\le south-eastern 

angle of the city) which are m~ntioned il\ the. publication of' Dr. 

Della Cella. Here we lose traces of them, but they again make their 

appearance on t.he south side of the buildings just alluded to, and 

extend to the brink of the large ravine with which the aqueduct 

communicated. Beyond this (the aqueduct), a wall was unnecessary, 

for the mountain descends perpendicularly to the bed of the ravine, 

and renders all approach to the town in this direction impossible: 

and as the wall of the aqueduct has not been built with arches, but 

carried along the mpuntain in a solid mass, it would have been fully 

. sufficient for the purpose of defence, and was probably built solid 

with this intention. 

Square towers were attached to the city wall in various parts, not 

apparently at regular intervals, but approaching each other more 

closely where the ground was ·Iow, and consequently more favourable 
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to the attack of an enemy. Several parts of the wall have been 

excavated in the rocky soil on which they stood, and building only 

employed where the rock was not sufficiently high to render it 

unnecessary. It '.hould be .tatt.'<l, that the masses of rock here 

alluded to were not of the nature of a clif!; but detached masses 

rising in irregular forms as well f.rom within as without the walls. It 

is evident, as will appear by the plan of the city, that the line of 

wall was continued round the large reservoirs above mentioned, so aN 

to inclose them completely within its limits, a precaution which might 

naturally be expected in a climate where water is so ,-a1uable. If the 

winter rains should fail, which we should scarcely think possible at 

eyrene, these cisterns might have bcen filled from the aqueduct 

whi~h communicated with the principal fountain, tor although it 
• 

only extended across the high ground to the westward of the town, 

there are traces of conduits, or water-eourses, in every part of the 

city, leading towards the place on which it has been built. 

'Ve ought not to omit on this occasIon n few remarks which arc 

necessary on the subject of the reservoirs here alluded to, as they 

may serve to explain an error into which Signor Della Cella appear~ 

to have fallen, with respect to the inscriptions which he found in 

them. He has informed us, that these inscriptions were in a language 

altogether unknown to us, each stolle.of the interior wall bearing a 

separate letter, so that the inscriptions'colltinued, in parallels with the 

ran~. of .tone, along the whole length of the buildings in question. 

The partial absence of light, and the immediate presence of water in 

these 8pacious and gloomy , 8ubterranean inclosures, appear to have 
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conspired, with the inconvenient position which it was necessary for 

the Doctor to take, in preventing him from copying more than a few 

of them. These, however, he tells us, may probably be scm_hie 

in contributing towards the elements of languages now wrapt in '. 

obscurity; languages which are the only means at present afforded 

us of checking the various statements which have come down to us 

upon the authority of Greek historians, and other writers in ' that 

language, who it is well known (Signor Della Cella observes) were 80 

much attached to every thing peculiar to themselves, that they couM 

not avoid pointing out a Grecian origin for whatever bore the traces 

of civilization. \ '\' e give the p..'lssage here alluded to in the Doctor's 

own words·, and proceed to mention, that the lette~ which compose 

his inscriptions have no other ~eaning t~an that which is us~ally 
(,onveyed by what are caned quarry marks, and do not form any 

.. ;, Ho t ro\"alo c11(~ illtNnam<'ute ciascuna di queste pietre <'ra !lColpi ta di una letteru 
d' Iln alfabcto a me ignolo; C05i la serip Ji ( 1IIe~le Ictterc veniva a fClrmare una lineu, c 

queste linee 8i ripetevano per ogni serie di pierre. Tentai de copiarle, ed entrai con 
questo progeu.onell' IHluidlJtto; rna tra la poca lucl' ehevj trapeleva da soli 1uoghi uv' era 
ratto, e I' aequa che speS'lo a luoghi traUi vi ri~taglJava , e l' incomoda pO!liturachc doveva 
premiere per lwll ricoDO!Icerle, dovette rista.rmi dalJ' in!.rapresa. Benche questi can.t. 
tt: ri, del pari che altre i&cril.ioni segnate sopra queste rovine, appartVlIgano a lingul' 

'pcrd1th.· affatlo; tutt avoila io non ho mai avvisato eli8ere iDutil COM it rt'gi!ltra~li, quando 
mi e oceono d: trovaroe. Oltrt'Chc questi caratteri ponono per avventura fornirt! 
qualche nllovo t'lemento agli Il.lfabeti t\!ttora oscuri di eo'.e~te lingue, conl('rvano .. ncor~ . . 
!!olenni documenti de' popoli a di le rsa.lingua ell" ilt quellte contr .. de mana a mano 
vt'nnt'ro a Itabilil'5i. Sono questi I soli documenti che ci ritengano, daB' abbandonarci 
iJlteramente all' autorita de' Greci IICrittori, i quali .i sa che mOlli da IOverchia tenerena 
per Ie COle loro, non lIapevan temperarai dal vedere Greche origine ovunque vedean 
Irltccie d'incivilmento, e non videro diffatti ehe Greci, e dillCendenti dalla colonia di 
'Cera, nella Cirenuica."-( Viaggio do Tripoli, &c. p. 136.) 
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..,ntenee or any single word. Many of them are Greek lett~rs, which 

are occasionally reversed. and placed in various positions, so that the 

same letter might at first sight be taken for several others distinct 

from itself; sometimes two or more Greek letters appear together 

on the same stone, (occasionally united. ill a kind of cipher,) and their 

forms are often made out so rudely, from the dispatch used in cuttillf.! 

and often scratching them on the Wocks of stolle, as 1I0t to hear il 

very close resemblance to the usual ones. Some of them are not 

letters of any kind, but simply marks or characters invented for t.1H' 

occasion, as will be observed by the instances which arc given of them 

below.. 'Ve fear, too, that even if the characters in question had 

really been ins~riptions of the greatest importanC'R, they must have 
• 

been for ages lost to the. world, and were certaillly never intellded to 

meet the public eye by those who had them placc'<l where they are, 

for the whole interior of the cisterns, or reservoirs, upon the stoIl~S of 

We take theae characterR from the last page.of Signor Della Cella'" book, where tll(~y' 

are inaerted without any remarks, and presume that they must be th08t! (Illuded to ; sillce 
.U the other inecriptions which he baa introduced in different paru of his work art" 
accounted for, and are either in Greek or Latin. It will be ~vident. we think, 10 

all who are accustomed to see Greek and Roman quarry marks, that the characLt"rB ill 
quettiOD are DO other, and could neVel' have been found on any lingle stone. 
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which they are inscribed. have been coated with a thick and very hard 

cement, which still remains perfect in a great many placet!. We may 

add that these cisterns, which arc three in number, one at right angles 

with the two others. are partly built, and partly excavated in the rock, 

as Signor Della Cella , 'ery truly observes. The roofs are arched with 

stone and beautifully turned; indeed, the whole construction of these 

'vaulted chambers. in which lafge and very regularly-shaped stones 

have been employed, is excellent in the highest degree. Externally. 

the roofs arc Imilt up on the sides. and form at the top long plat­

fonn .. or terraces, each of more than a hundred and fifty feet in 

length. along which we have often walked with pleasure admiring 

the beauty of their struelm-e. 

The south~eastern part of thi city appears to be tbat' whieb 'was . . 

most thickly inhabited. and the number of small buildings crowded 

clos~ly together are, in their present · state, likely to exercise the 

patience of those who may endeavour to make out their plans. We 

. g4ve up the task as a hopeless undertaking after a few days' attentive 

examination of these remains j and it see..rns probable, that if we had 

c,'en succeeded in giving all the details which can now be procured 

of them. little interesting matter would have resulted from the col­

lection. Those in the centre of the town (in the .neigbbourhood of 

the theatres) are of much 010r4 isnportance; 81'ld the remains in the 

':-;pacc between the theatres and the aqueduct have very (,..'()usi­

deraMe interest. We do not think. however. that satisf8ctory plan. 

could be given of eitber without a great deal of excavation. and we 

should certainly hesitate in giving names to any which we have not 
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already described from the details which we were able to procure of 

them. In the large inclosed space attached to the smaller theatre, 

where there are still traces of colonnades extending three hundred 

feet, is a semicircular building situateu at the western extremity of 

one of the porticoes ( or colonnade.) here alluded to, which resemblcs 

in its form the tribunal of a basilica. It is possible that this might 

have' been the forum, as the porticoes would have afforded very 

ample convenience in any weather for the transaction of business: 

and its position, close to the principal road leading through the centre 

of the town with which it communicates by a gateway, would at the 

same time h.ave been equally favourahle. Its situation, however, 

with regard tu the theatre, to which it is decidedly attached, has 

rath~r led us tu imagine, ,that this place contained the covered walks, 

or porticoes, for the convenience, or shelter in miny weather, of the 

audience; as which we have mentioned it-above. The central sp'ace~ 

where there are no traces of building, with the exception of a kind 

of raised platform opposite the gateway, were most probably in that 

case laid out as a garden; and the whole together would have some· 

what resembled in plan the garden and covered walks of the l'aiai, 

Royal at Paris. A very strong wall, on the south side of which is 

the ga~way. extends at the present day round three side~ of the 

place; and the southern wall appeaos to have heen continued about 

four hundred feet farther in the saine line (turning then tu the 

north in a line, parallel with the eastern wall), and to have inclosed 

the small theatre within its limits; We have already mentionod the 

atatues which we fOund in this apace,at the hack of the theatre now 
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aDuded to; and suggested that one of them in all probability was • 

resemblance of one of the l'tolcmies: the head of the statue is want­

ing, and we fear it has been knocked of!' at some period by the Arab<; 

of the place, for the' chanee of disposing of it at Tripoly or Dengazi ;. 

a fatc which has befallen many a beautiful example of Grecian art, now 

lying in the city and the neighbourhood of Cyrene. It is poosible, 

however, that it might be found in the course of excavation,alth\mgh 

we did not ourselves succt..'ed in discovering it in the parts where we 

du~ for it about the statue. \Ve remember to have been very 

anxious upon the occasion, and fancied that we should know a head 

of any of the Lagideg, meet with it wherever we might. It was from 

the decorations carved upon the armour, as we have ~tnted in another 

place, Othat we imagined .this sta1ue to be t~e portrait of' a 1?1lo~y ; 
and it is well known that the cagle and the head of J upit.r Ammon 

are usually borne on the coins of that family. If it had been possible, 

we should have brought home what remains of this statue (which is 

merely the trunk), as well as several other very excellent examples of 

Grecian sculpture ill its neighbourhood; and we are convinced, that 

excavation judiciously employed in the central and eastern parts· of 

eyrenc, would bring to light. many beautiful specimens of art, now 

covered only with the soil and vegetation which have been. allowed 
• 

to accumulate for ages ahout Ih<:mo There bave been several public 

buildings of importance immeaiately without the walls inclosing the 

theatre, of whieh plans might perhaps be satisfactorily made, if exca­

vation· were employed for the purpose ; and it is very probable that 

inscriptions might at the same time be found, which would help to 
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throw light upon the nature of the buildings, and to ascertain the 

period at which they were erected. There must be a considerable 

number of those buried in different parts of the city; for we never 

saw an ancient town in which fewer inscriptions arc to be seen thah 

that of eyrene; especially for a town in which literature and the fine 

arts were cultivated with so much success. The few which we copied 

are "scarcely worth inserting, and we shaH only give (in addition to 

that over the fountain) another in Doric Greek, which is given by 

Signor Della Cella, in t.he reading of which we also differ in some 

respects from his copy. It was found upon a stolle bearing the form 

of a pedestal, immediatdy without the wall above mentioned; and the 

Doctor has su~sted that the rcmai us qf a female statue, seated in a 

chair, whiclt it; lying in t~e road not far from it, was the representa­

tion of Claudia Aretc, the matron, in commemoration of whose bene­

volence and virtue the inscription in question was erected by the 

Cyrep.eans. We give it below·, but are 1I0t of opinion that the 

KAAY AlANA PATAN~IAI LKrL 
0YrATEPAq>n:EIAEEYtPAN~ 
MATEPA I<.A·Ol\YM n IAA.OL 
AI!LN In rYM NALIAPXI~O:2: 
APETA~ ENEKAK'(PANAIOI 

• 
ALL.. _AT T ... , 

EYNOIAL. 

~ 



546 MERGE TO CYRENE. 

statue alluded to by Dr. Della Cella ever occupied B place upou the 

pedestal inscribed. Near this female statue i. another of a young 

Dlun (also without the head) whieh we never remember to have see .. 

equalled in Greek sculpture, for the taste and execution of the 

d\1lpery. 
There are some extensive remains of building, with a very hand­

some colonnade, on the high ground between the smull theatre · and 

the aqueduct, which appear to be those of a palace or other l'Csi­

tlence of more than ordinary importance. From the northern 

colonnade the ground descends abruptly, and the soil is kept up 

uy a wall which forms the !Jack part of the chambers built at the 

foot of it. These consist of a single range of CJua~rangular apart­

ments, which appear to have Ut!cn from twenty-five tb thirty ill 
• 

number; their length (at right angles with the wall already men-

tioned) is about forty feet, and their average hreadth (for they differ 

iu some instances) about twenty. It is not at preteJl\ evident, 

whether these communicated with the building abo,'c:.them or not; 

uut one of them has had a wall built across it, opposite to that which 

forms the back of the chambers, in which there is.no door, 80 that 

there could not have been any access to it from the lower ground. 

There is at the same time no appearance of any staircase leading 

down to them frolIl above; lj.m! if there had, it would have 'been 

. necessary to have built a separa\e one for each, for they have no com­

munication one with another. We do not, therefore, imagine that 

all of them have been closed, but that they had access to the ground 

in front of them, and none to t~e colonnades and chambers above. 
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That which is built acl'088 is placed at one angle of the range, and is 

eight feet wider the average breadth, taking it at twenty feet. If a 

groom or a coachman were to give an opinion with respect to the 

," use of the chambers· in question, with reference. to the structure 

above, they would certainly decide, without the least hesitation, that 

this uniform, long range of building, was the stabling of the palace, 

and' could only have been appropriated to the horses and chariots of 

the noble Cyrencan who inhabitcd it. As we have never seen the 

stables of any ancient residence, whether Greci3f! or Roman, we will 

not vcuturc'to assign such a lise to these chambers ; but it is wdl 

"known that the Cyrene.ns were particularly celebrated for their ,kU­

ful management of horses and chariots, and we must confess, without. 
• • 

being either <"-Oacbmen. or grooms, that such an appropriation did 

more than once occur to us ' 

There arc remains of apartments adjoining each other to the .west~ 

warQ of the handsome colonnades which we have mentioned, the 

plans of which we would not hazard without excavation; nor could" 

we without it complete that of tbe porticoes, the colman- of which 

are ncarly four feet in diameter. The whole building appears to 

have extendcd about three hundrcd feet in a southerly direction, and 

to have occupicd mOle than four hundrcd in length from ea.t to 

• The p!lllturage ofCyrene and Barca waaalfl.ys,as it isat present, abundant; and bOlTI 

cities were remar1cable for their excellent breed of horses, and their more than ordinary 
.. ill;'"clriting. Piadar ginl the epithet IVJ'AIOf (renowned for horaell) to Cyrene; and 
the Ilaroeam. we ~ .told (see the f~" of Stepbanus), derived their art of rearing . ' . them from Nept~, and their dexterity in the management of chariots from Minerva. 
IJ1'fl1f hnroT~fi~,~to;~ ~~" ~ ... .sp A~.iir 'I'I~«'~. 



548 MERGE TO CYRENE. 

west. There are remains of much larger columns, near the road, at 

the southern extremity of this large mass of building; and we reel 

confident that matter of considerable interest is still to be found 

beneath the rich ~oil which covers it, in their immediate vicinity and · 

neighbourhood. Corn is now brrowing over a great part of the ground 

ill question; and an old Arab, "rho was employed in cutting it down, 

when we mcasur<:<J the remains of building just described, was greatly 
astonished at the trouble we gave ourselves in walking over and 

examining them in.8 very hot day; when he could scarcely himself 

make his mind up to cut down his .M/heat, which was certainly a 

matter (he said) of mueh more importance. He had his gun ready· 

charged by his side, and moved it along wjth him as .he changed hi. 

position in reaping; a ceremony af which we ~houl~ have Oee~ a little 

surprised, if we had not before seen frequent instances of similar 

precaution in the Arabs of the Syrtis and Cyrenaica. In fact, the 

Bedouin, like the Albanian or the Corsican, never stirs Out witl~out 
·his gun, if he has one; for it rarely happens that any individual has 

not some feud upon his hands, and it is necessary to be provided with 

the means of defence, in a country where every man is 'the legal 

avenger of l)is own or his family's wrongs. We . use the term 

Bedouin, because, although our swarthy friend was cutting wheat, 

he was at the same time a w(IJlq.ering Arab; and only visited :the 

jllaee periodically, chiefly during the summer season. For three 

parts of the year CyreDe is un.tenanted, except by jackaJIs , and 

hyrenas, and the Bedouins pitch their tents chiefly on the low 

ground to the southward of the range on which ,: the city i. built. 
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Were it not for its elevated position, Cyrene would probably, on 

account of its luxuriant pasturage, and the abundant supply of fresh 

water which it possesses, be at all times a favourite haunt of the 

wandering tribt:s of the. Cyrenaica: hut the Arab, for an active man, 

is one of the most lazy of any race of people with which we are 

acquainted, and will rather forego a very decided advantage than 

give himself much trouble in acquiring or maintaining it; he would 

in consequence easily pcrsuade himself that the advantages which 

Cyrene must be acknowledged to possess, would be more than COWI­

terbalanced by the trouble of ascending and dest'Cnding its hills, and 

of driving his flocks and his camels to water in places which would 

be thought incon,vcnient. 

,,; e are Jiut aware that it will be of any service to dwell further 
, .' 

upon the nature and condition of the buildings of Cyrcne; as much 

as we were able to collect (with the time and means which we had 

at ou~ disposal) has already been given of the objects most worthy of 

notice; and to say more would only be to oWer conject4re, on subjects 

which do not afford sufficient data to authorise particular descrip­

tion. 

In fact, the whole of the existing remains of this ancient and once 

beautiful city are at present little more than a mass of ruin; and 

the tOmbs, afford the most 'pem.et "-,,amples of Grecian art now 

remaining"in eyrene, To give p1an8,·of' half these would be impos­

sible, "'iu- whole years of labour were devoted to the task; hu.t , 
we really belie":,,, that any zealous , .antiquary, 'any person with 

tolerable feeliDg,.\g,~e, arto. would- with pleasure devote every day 
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to such employment should he find himself stationed for years m 

their neighbourhood. 

\Ve never, ourselves, passed our time more agreeauly, than in 

collecting the details which we have been able to procure of them; 

and shall never forget the sensations of delight-we will not use a 

less impressive tenn-which we experienced on our first introduction 

to these beautiful examples of Grecian ro·t. 

The position of the tombs, as well as that of the city, has been 

already described, and too much can scarcely be said in its praise; 

we wish that our limits would allow us ~o give morc of the archi~ 

tcctural details of the former than can be collected from the general 

view of them; but we shall probably ~vail oursel~es of some other 

opportunity of submitting a few'examples,to public insPection,· and 

can only at presen t refer for some idea of them to the view which 

we have just alluded tn. To bave lived in the .flourishing times of 

Cyrene would indeed have been a source of no trivial enjoy~ent; 

and we are ashamed to say how often we have envied those who 

beheld its numerous buildings in a state of perfection, and 

occupied, in their former cultivated state, the beautiful spots on 

which they stand. 

\Ve must not., however, take our leave of the city, without advert. 

ing once more tn tbe excava~ phannel that has been formed (or the 
water of the principal fountalD, tn which' we have formerly alluded. 

We hod been so much occupied in walking over the rum.,md mi. 

lecting the details of Cyrene and ApoUonia, that it was ODlythe day 

before we set out on our return. to Bel>gazi, ~.~ .we were able ID 


