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This method of making a g ift does not seem to be very 

effectiv e . as another strok of bad luck may occur a t any 
mom nt , and then anoth r goat is c1uly presented and set free 

on the grave. 
There are also ,. baz imu ," or devi ls. Very little is known 

definitely about th e! r functi ons, excel t that they are always 

mischievous. They a re sometimes confused with the irrita ted 
spirits of a ncestors, but in th eir case no offering is made. If 

the ir a ttention s are continued for an unreasonably long time. 

th n the interce si n of an a ncestor is soug ht , a nd, for one 

goat , he will turn the ir a ttentions somewhere else. 

The Bavuma are famous for their pottery, and carry as 

many as three hundred piece in one canoe along the Uganda 

and Bus()!Ja coasts, barterinJ them with the nati ves for hoes . 

tobacco, amI food. They make knives locally, but they admit 

that the people of Busoga excel them in making hoes and 
hatchets and fishing-hooks. 

In th e old days , witches "vere roasted; but in no other 
instance wa capital punishment tolerated. If a man committed 

murd r , he was not put to death: he was fi ned ten cows. No 
provision was mad in the event of the murde r of a woman : 

no such thing had eve r occurred, and amongst this gall an t race 

la"" a nd custom did not take into consideration the possibility of 
such a thing occurring. 

A wife could divorce h rself at any time, with or without 

cau e; but in e ither case he r father woul! have b en obliged 
to return th " dowry" f cattle and gats giv n to him at the 

tim f the marriag. I ntercour e between the unmarri ed was 

not ta k n into account until the result was apparent, and then 
the man was oblige 1 to marry the woman; but he was not 

obliged to glv a ny cattle to her father until a birth had 
occurred. 

I was assured that there w re many instances where a 
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Muvuma mother had given birth to twenty children, and that 
families of ten, twelve, a.nd even fifteen children were the rule. 
" Mugumba" is the term applied to either a barren man or 
woman. No disabilities attach to barrenness in woman, but 
in a man he forfeits his wife or wi ves. Immediately it is proved, 
the wives become attached to the brother of the husband. The 
husband has a veto, but if he exercises the v to on the worn n 
going to his brother, the wi ves ar th n fre to select new 
husbands among strangers, and the veto of the husband cannot 
be exercised furth er against them. 

If a man has more than on wife, h resides with ach 
four days at a tim e. If his attentions were prolong d beyond 
that period, he would be publicly denounced by the other wives 
as guilty of a g ross breach of etiquett . 
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IX 

TI E B ND 

I TRODUCTORY NOTE 

[THE Kingdom of ganda is only one Province of the Uganda 
Prot ctorat . I t is the

l 
most important of all the territories 

under the Uganda Administration both as regards ex ten t, fertility 
of the soil, and gen ral inAuence of the native rulers and chiefs. 

o much has been written about Uganda that it seems 
superfluous to refer to the main features of the country. BrieAy, 
Uganda occupies that large tract of country on the shore of 
Lake Victoria yanza from the exi t of th ile t th Ripon 
F aIl s, along its northern and north-western borders, and thence 
north to Lake I(ioga, and westwards as far as U nyoro. 

A Protectorate was formally proclaimed ov r Uganda on 
June I9th, 1894. From time to time disturbances arose owiJ?g 
to the varying a ttitudes adopted by King M wanga towards th e 
Mission' and the Protecting Power. The majority of the chiefs 
and people howev er from the very first welcom d the advent 
of peaceful government, and at several critical p riods in the 
history of their kingdom they have not hesitated to take up 
arms against their nativ rulers when they were convinced that 
the attitude adopted by tho e native rulers was not for the 
ultimate good of the country. 

The people themselves had been badly treated by their 
kings, and they were ruthlessly sacrificed whenever those in 
authority f;}ncied that th health of the Kabaka or the exactions 
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of ancestral spirits demanded a holocaust. The details of what 
the people suffered IS too harrowing to pUblish-the chasing of 

HIS HIGHNESS DAUDI CHWA 

Kabaka (King) of Uganda 

the inhabitants of a whole countryside into Lake Victoria by the 
Kabaka's soldiery was quite a small matter when the witches 
said it was required to relieve the toothache of the Queen Mother, 
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or on some such frivolous pretext. The rit r has seen a 
poor wretch who had his ears cut off because his goat, in passing 
along a path, nibbled a blad of corn on the King's land. And 
so on , and so on. Being an intelligent people it is not difficult 
to understand why they have always been loyal to the interests 
of the Protecting Power. As will be seen from the photographs 
of the chiefs, it is quite common to see them w ar several medals 
on official occasions, all of them won on hard-fought fi Ids. 

Their traditions all entre round . a fabulous hunter named 
Kintu. Kintu is also the hero of th ir folk-lore and legend. 

What strikes 'one nowadays is the ad vance made by the 
Christian Missions in the teaching of these people. Th yare 
a kindly, contented people, living in a country blessed with a 
charming climate and a generous soil. There are no famine 
seasons in Uganda. Every month has its rain supply, and in 

- consequence the 19rov s of bananas are always green and 

flourishing. 



Uganda and its Peoples 

The one great drawback of Uganda h_ad been its distance 
from the coa t-eight hundred miles of weary marching from 
Mombasa-and of course very few of its products could stand 
the co t of transport to the coast and thence to Europe. Now, 
howev r. with th railway connecting Mombasa with Lake 

Victoria, a distance f 584 mile, and with go d steamers plying 
on the lake, Uganda, with its great natural wealth in fibres, 
rubb r, ivory, hides, farm produce, and nativ labour, has been 
mad ea ily accessible both to the tourist and the settler.] 

.. .. 
T HE marriage-price of girls and unmarried worn n has been 

fixed by an enactm nt f the Lukiko, or native council 
of U anda, at ten rupees, or thirt en shillings and fourp nce ach. 

In polit language we call this" a dowry," but inasmuch as 
a dowry (dos mulierts) is that which a wife brings her husband 
in marriage, the word" dowry" cannot be applied correctly to this 
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sum of ten rupees, which is paid to the parents of th unmarried 
woman before she is given in marriage. 

If a young man were to give more than ten rupees for a 
young girl , he would be liable to a fin e of fi ve rupees. If, on 
the other hand, the parents asked more than t n rupees, they 
would be liable to a fin e equal to the price of the g irl, i.e. ten 
rupees. 

I n order to prevent th possibility of misunderstanding on 
thi matter, I give the full tex t of the native marriage laws and 
customs as laid down by the Lukiko, as publi shed to all 
the chiefs , and as being acted on for some time past and at 
the present moment: -

MARRIAGE CUSTOMS AND PROCEDURE 

REV ISED AND PASSED I;V THE LUK 1KO, UGAND,\ 

MEN GO, 

11£lIIo(h 18t/t, J 903. 

The following are our ancient and modern marrrage 
custom :-

Firstly. When a man and a woman have fa llen in love, the 
woman takes the man to show him to her aunt, and the aunt takes 
him to the woman's brother, and the brother takes him to their 
I arents; and after the pare'nts have seen th man, the brother 
of the woman settles the amount of the dowry to be paid to 
the woman' relations. If the man be poor, he fixes a small 
amount. ; if he be a chief, he fixes a. fairly large sum. And after . 
th man has paid thi s, he takes his wife and lives with her. 

Aft r a year or two, if the wife runs back to h r relations, 
her husband goes to th m or to her father, and tak es a calabash 
of be r as a pr sent; and if th wife refuses to go back, the 
husband tells his story, and the wifi tells her story, and h r 
relations give judgment. If the woman is in the wrong, but 
still refuses to return to her husband, he goes to the Lukiko 
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and accuses the woman's relations, saying that th y refuse to 
g ive 'him his wife: and the Lukiko s nds a messenger to fetch 
the wife from her relations. and the messenger g ives her to her 
husband , and the husband takes her back. 

But if they still do not agree w 11 tO(Te th r, and the wife runs 

TI_I£ "NAMASOLE" (QUEEN MOTHER) 

away a second time, her husband does not (TO to fetch her, because 

they now no longer love one another. 
But if th woman marry another man and runs away from 

him, she cannot Ib fetched back; she is like a woman without 
a husband, because that man wa not the first to marry her. 

Seco~dly. I f a man marry a woman and th y afterwards do 
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not like one another and the wife runs away; and th husband 
does not care for her, he goes to h r r lation and th y both tell 

their story; and if the man is in the wrong or th e woman in the 
wrong, and they do not care for one another, the husband asks the 
woman's relations to return the dowry which he gave when he 
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married her. Then the woman's par nts coll ect the amount and 
g ive it to the ma n who had mCl rried their dauo-hter: and th 
marriage is thus diss lved, a nd the woman is free. 

But if the woman marries a s cond husband, a nd runs away 

WHITE FATHERS, Kl UBI 

from him , she cannot b {; tched back; and there 1 no reason 
for her to return to the second husband, becau h was not the 
first to marry her-and she is free. 

Thirdly. A chief who married a woman gave the following :
Two cows and two bundles of bark-cloths, and tw goa ts an I two 
bundles of salt. A chief's wif did not run away, like the wifi 
of a p asan t , and if he married three wiv s-who would be 
called respectively K adulubale, Kabeja, a nd Nasaza-and even 
oth rs to th number of twenty, they did not run away like 
the wives of pea ants, unle s he drove one of them away, saying, 
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" I do not care for you "; when the said wife returned to her 
relations. 

Fourthly. At the present time th re are peasants or small 
heathen chiefs who marry accordina- to the above rules, but thei r 
wives do not still steadfastl y remain in their houses. If they want 

THE PROTESTANT CATH EDRAL, NAMIREMBE, KAMPALA 

to run away they do so. because the old law has come to an end , 
and we aave the people their liberty on June 26 th , 1893. 

Fifthly. N ow as everyone has learned th reI igion of Jesus 
Christ, they have changed their old customs and have left off 
polygamy, and a man has one wife only. And according to these 
new customs every peasant who marries his wife in church, instead 
of beer pays one rup ; inst ad of bark-cloths, one rupee; instead 
of a goat, two rupees; instead of salt, one rupee ; inst ad of 



THE BACK ROW, ENTEBBE 

T55 



Uganda and its Peoples 

shell s, five rUI ees; making in a ll ten rupees. This is the al110unt 

of dowry a peasant gwes. 

RAPIJIA PALM, SHOWJI"G I NFLORESCEI"CE 

Chiefs give larg r pres nts to their wife's relations. A small 
chief, holding his chieft<l:inship from the king, o-ives fifteen rupees. 

r at r chiefs than these, of the next high t rank, giv thirty 
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rupe s. hid with cows, from those who hoM large chieftain
sh ips from the ki ng up to those who come next to the Abamasaza, 
give fo rty rupees and a live cow. 

PARA RUBBER-TREE FOUR VEARS OLD, I N THE ENTEBBE GARDE S 

Chi fs and peasants marry thus. All these things are given 
to gladden the bride's rela tions, because they have had all the 



!o\llN YORO, THE PORT OF KAMPALA 

The steamship Willifred in the offing 
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troub! of brin;ring her up to maturity. These thinbs w re settl ed · 
.on N vember 18th, 1899. 

ixthly. Th wi" s of those who marry according to the old 
h athen cu tom a re constantly leaving them. Vo.'hen we saw that 
W " were constant!)' beinrr troubled with thes matters, we ordered 
~v ry man to take his wi~ to the Owesaza, to b written down with 
h r in the register of th e Lukiko, 0 tha t she sh u!d not leave 

GANI)A IRL. MARRIAGE-PRICE, 13S. 4d. 

h "r husband. Every woman thus registered, it she leaves her 
hu band and he brings th matter before the Lukiko, and th 
Lukiko see she was properly reg i tered, is compelled by it to 
return to her hu band. And the wives of tho e who thus bring 
th 111 to be writt n down with them , if they wish to run away, 
cannot do so, but ar -sent back to their husband, because they 
.agr d before the Lukiko to remain with them, just as Christians 
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agr "e in church to ' l covenant that cannot be annulled. This is 

our pr sent custom. 
venthly. \i\lhen Muhammadans marry , they ma~ry four 

wives, a nd as many oth rs a th ey wish. And if one of the wiv' 
wishes to leave her husba nd , sh can do so, because th y have a 
law from th ir r lig ious t ach rs to g ive fr edom to th ir wives 
and marry oth ers; and we understand this. And when we see a 
woma n does not like her husband , the Lukiko t .lIs her she is free 
to go wher she likes, in a~cordance with th customs of their 
r lig ion ; and the woman can, if she wish s, marry anoth r man; 

and this is our pr sent cu. tom. 
E i hthly. If an man owes mor than the' mount s tated 

abov , and so br aks th law, he will have to I ay a fine to th 

Lukiko. A p asant . shall pay five rupees (Rs. 5), a small 
chief holding hI .chieftain hip from the king hall pay ten 
rupees (Rs. · 10), a ch i f of the next highest rank shall 
pay fift en rupees (R . IS), and a rich chi f who rul es ove r 
a la rae piece of country, up to the rank of those who come next 
to the A bamasaza, shall pay tw nty rup es ( Rs. 20). 

Let all people th r for k ep these laws. 
Iso, if the relat ions of the woman who is engaged to be 

marri <1 d mand a reater price than that la id down in the e 
laws, th y 'shall be depriv d of the a mount to which they would 
hav b en entitle I, end the Lukiku shall use thi s m ney for th e..: 
work of the country ; and the woman shall be written down with 
the man he wi hes to marry, and hall be marri d to him , 
and the relations shall receive no dowry, . b cause they broke 
the law. 

Th se laws, however, do n t hinder those wh wish to make 
presents to the rela ti ns of th ir wives after they have been 
marri d some time-as a ign of affection-from doing so. This 
is n t wr ng; the husband can give hi wi~ 's relations such 
presents as h may IiI.. , as a s ign of frie ndship. But if he is 
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not on friendly terms with them , he need not -give anything at 

all, as such g ifts are free g ifts. 
Ninthly. All our sons, s rvants, and all youths in Uganda, 

we order not to get marri ed under the ag of twenty English 
years, because if a you th is marri ed a t a younger age than this. 
and his wife bear him children, they are not strong, and 
therefore a youth should be of full age bef r he marries. 

A g irl, also, should be at least ig htcen or seventeen years 
of age before she thinks about getting marri ed. A g irl of that 
age can be ma rried and bear children to her husband who will 

g row up properly. 
Also, it is her by ordered that girls mu st b properly brough t 

up without being allowed to come to any harm , so that they can 
be worthily married and be without reproach, as was the case 
with our forefathers. 

This native enac tmen t, it may be stated, has not yet received 
official sanction , 

I have di scussed the matter with the leading mlSSlona n es , 
and their v iew is this: 

Latt rly the number of nati ve marriages w~rc becoming
noticeably fewer, owing to the increased price the yo ung men 
had to pay for a wife. During the years since 1900 new taxes 
had b en imposed on the people of Uganda: three rupees were 
imposed as a hut tax, and a small tax was impos d for permission 
to carry a gun. The peasant who had a marriageable dauahter, 
and who had to meet these taxes, thou~ht it but fair that he 
should charge a su it r a higher price than formerly, when he 
had f, wer call!; on his financ s. In pr vious y ars, the ' usual 
price was three or four rupees' w rth of kauri shells; now it 
went up to fifteen or twenty rupees. The Muganda youn.g man. 
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not being very energetic, an 1 b 109 unwilling to exert hims If 
to am an increased " dowry," naturally f 11 into the onl y course 

Of n to a lazy man , and did not marry. In 'ord r. to remedy thi s 
state of affai rs the lativ' Council passed the law that no high r 
price than 135. 4d. shoul d be paid ()r asked. ( h iefs paid a 
higher price; but ch iefs a re a small proportion of the comm unity.) 
The sy tem is workin smoothly, as far as a n outsider can 
ascertain . 

But is it just? Why hould legislation step in a nd a rbitraril y 
fix a pric ' , which should be left to th e natural influences of 

SU I ply and demand ? I n the Engli sh sta tute books there a re 
various e 'amples of a ttempts havi ng been made to fix the 
price of labour. the price of bread, a nd other commoditie .. 
all of which result d i.n fai lure, and all of which a re now 
considered upjust. Why? Becaus . when a man has any
thing to sell , he should be perfec tl y free to ask what he 
thinks is the fair value of it , because he will be g uided by th e 
demand; and when a man wishes to buy something . he should 
be free to offer what h thinks fai r , because he will be gu ided 
by the supply, and by the quality of the arti cle which is offered 
for ale. 

I t is difficult not to sy mr a thise with the missionary a pect 
f the matter. O n the other ha nd, no one contends that it 

is sen ible to rate g irl s as equal in all respects, and the refore 
only deserving of a fixed and equal price. They are not like 
brick , worth s much a hu ndred , a nd nothing to ch ose 
betwe n them. They a re not like match es, worth 0 much a 
box, with not a shad of differ nce in the quality of th e indi 

viduals that mak up th whole. UPI e, for instance, that 
a father took advantaO'e of the spread of mission work and sent 
his daughter to . ch ool, or to the house of a European lady, 
where she would be taught to read and write, a nd to sew, cook , 
or att nd a t table-is it reasonable t suppose that su 11 a g irl 
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would not be more a ttracti ve or more useful as a wif > for th e 

ambitious you ng men of U ganda than a g irl who knew onl y 
how to use a hoe or spade ? If more expense had been incurred 
in the education of such a girl, why should th e parents be 
debarred from considering her worth more than anoth er g irl 

with whom no trouble whateve r:- had be n taken. 
The essence of the whole case is this, tha t it is a n int ' r

fe rence with the natural inAuences f suppl y and demand . 
A[ art from all that , however, th e aspect of the case th at 

touches me most keenly is that I should dearly lik e to see th e 
Uganda young men obliged to ~)es tir th emselves and set to work 
tei earn the wherewithal to get a wife. In Cal e T own, in 
Port Elizabeth , in Durban, in fact everywhere along th e coast of 
Africa where there is need of a working man, you will (i nd the 

Zulu boys ac~ively at work. Why? Th ey have told me again 
and again that wives were ve ry expensi v in th eir country , 
sometimes costing as much as sixteen or e ighteen cows, a nd that 
they had been steadi ly at work for years and year, hoarding 

up their little sav ings , so that one day they might return to their 
own country and get a wife and set tl e down. 

I confess it makes me ang ry to see Uganda women working 
in the gardens with children strapped to thei r backs, wh il st th e 
Uganda man snoozes or smok s n his vera lldall , rusting hi s 
life away in a world so full of work to be done. H e may 
!O nooze, fo r the Lukiko steps in and g ives him a wife cheap, 
and at a fixed pric , for fear th e dear boy shoull have to exe rt 
himself. 

Volum s might be written on each side of this question, but 

the foregoing I beli ev to be the main points for and against. 
• 

I leave the reader to f rm his own opinion. The impart ial 
reader should ~em mber that time is . the severest critic, and 
smoothness of workin O'-not theory- the greatest test, of an 
enactment; and tha t, if tim and experience show a defect in 
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this xperimental law, the ative Council has full power to 
amend it when it has had a fair trial. 

THE K INGS 

Uganda has a long li st of kings, or I3akabaka, some of them 
fabulous, and amongst them is said to be the monster python, 
Bemba. Bemba was Kabaka, ju t as 1utesa. Mwanba, and 
Kintu. His headquarters were on a rock at Kitala Hill. on the 
highway b tw en Entebbe a nd Mengo. He had an ther resort 
at Budo, t n mil s west of Vitala. 

I have visit d Kitala. a nd the natives have shown me the 
sacred place where Bemba used to r st. Ther is a snake-like 
groove In the s lid rock, about two inch es deel and fourteen 
feet long. This, they say, was his bed. As will be seen from 
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the photograph, the re are oth r small marks beside the principal 
groove; these were occupied b B mba's wife and family. 

The r ck is a hard· ironstone , and I was at a loss t account 

for the existence of the seq entine mark. At first I thought it 

mig ht have been a g roove filled with clay, that had b · n washed 

out in course of time; but the n~ti ves w uld not admit thi s theory. 
I pointed out that Bemba, bing a python, would not lie in 

a st raggling position when a t rest-that he would coil himself, 

and rest in the same way as all pythons do. There wa no 

reply to that; but with the a id of the County Chief 1\1 ugema we 

came to th e .conclusidn tha t a g reat snak might have been 
worshipped there, and as th· peopl very probably gathered to 

offer sacrifices to his memory, they mig ht have made the groove 
in the rock to resemble a snake, and on the very slot where 

h wielded his sway during life. 
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The natives hay no uncertainty about Bemba. With them 

he is as much a part of the tradi tions as Kintu and oth r 
fabled rulers of the country. 

Bemba, as is often the lot of persons in power, had many 

ene mies, and on several occasions they tried to kill him ; but 

they always found him on guard as his own sentry, and he 

I ft thei r crushed bones to tell the tale nex t morning of \ hat 
ha i happened during the nig ht.. The heaps of bon s a re th ere 

UGANDA PARLlAME'NT, OR LUKJKO, IN SES JON : T H E KABAKA pnESJDJNG 

still, but they may probably be the bon s of animals sacrificed 

on the spot. 
At length Bemba grew old, and Kintu ros 

sway. L vy fter levy was sent against him, but 

added thei r bones tu his heap. 

to dispute his 

Bemba merely 

I t was quite ev icl nt that strength or bravery would never 
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conquer Bemba, ·and at last Enfudu (the tortoise) volunteered 
to . put an ne! to him. Enfudu cail d on Kintu ~lI1d found 
h im in . 

" I am go ing to kill Bemba to-morrow," said Enfudu. 

ERISA KUTA (CLER K OF TilE LUKIKO, OR NATIVE PARLIAMENT) 

.. H m! you are going to add your bones to his pile," replied 

Kintu. 
" We shall see," responded Enfudu. 
Next day ' Enfudu and ' one hundred followers paid a visit 

to emba. 
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BAGANDA FERRYMEN 

"You are gettin a Id , Bemba; you are getting old ," said 
Enfudu. 

If Ah , y s," he repli d , " I wish I could ge t a cure for my 

year! If I w re only young again I would make the whole 
country ripple in blood, frol11 Wadelai to Naivasha-the ends of 
the world." 

"Years, years! Is it only a cure for years you want? Why. 
I am just your m·tn. That is just my line. I found out the secret 
for myself. I n v r g row old, neith r do my followers here. 
I was born full g r wn, I have always been full g rown , and r 
hall nev r die." 

" My friend ," said Bemba, "you are just the man I want. 
have been tryin g to get younger, and as years w nt by I 

fancied I was as strong as ever, and nev r admitted that I was 
a day older or w aker; but suddenly, now you mention it, I 
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find tha t the hard work a nd fi g htinO' of th la!:.t hundred years 

has told on me. If you make me young again-- W ell , you know 
B mba, and wh en ha he turn d his back on fri nd or fo ?" 

" Please do ~ot g ive me anything, do not pay me; I ave it 
to me, and I will 10 the reo t. The secret is thi : I cut off 

my head e very night , and replace it in the morning. 0 do 

my followers. L ook a t me. and tell me whether you can ee 

any sig ns of old ag ? Of course not. Wait t ill ev .ning, and 
In the gl aming you will see how it is don ." 

They waited , . nd at twilig ht Enfudu gave the order: 

" Off with all heads ," 

Like a Rash. a ll the tortoises withdrew thei r heads, and there 

were v isible only the head less trunks. Bemba and his staff 

looked on in wonder. 
" Just fancy. it wa so simpl ,and al l you slimy idiots never 

ARHIVAL OF MI IO NARY AT A NATIVE VILLAGE, LAKE VI TORIA 

(Church Missionn .. y Society) 
12 
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would have found it out if it had not b en- for me. ow that 
we have the ecret, how we can afford to laugh at Kintu. Now. 
at the word, each must cut off th oth r's head. Off with 
all heads," hiss d B mba. And li ke a Hash, off th y came. The 
followers of Enfudu pushed out th eir h~ads and laughed , and 
added Bemba's head to hi pile of bones, and Kintu and his cow 

UGANDA" EAVER PUTTlNG A RED BORDER ON A LOIN-CLOTH 

came to! 1(itala on the'shor of the great lake Bukerebe, now 
known as Lak Victoria. 

MUTE A 

Mut sa gave a new word to the lang uao-e of Uganda-
"sapiki." H met the xplorer Speke in Buddu in the year 
1860, and saw for the first time shot guns. M utesa promptly 
called them "sapik i. " I make this statement on the authority 



TilE SEKlBOBO 

(County Chief for Kiagwe in the Lukiko) 
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THE LUK IK O, OR NATIVE PARLIAMENT, OF THE B UVU~IA J. LANDS 

of the Prime M ini st r, the presen t Kati kiro. H e has given an 
acc unt of it in his book The Baltabaka of Uganda. 

Accord ing to th same aU lhority, the li~ of M utesa was 
rendered one 10nO' ago ny owing to his havi ng contracted a vi le 
disease in hi s harem. The poor wretch seems to have dunned 
all the E uropeans who visited his court for a suitable med icin : 
he even sent to Khartum , b ut without avail, unti l one of the 
White Fathers cured him. Dir ctly afte r beinO' cured , M ut a 
vis ited the ue n Mother, the N amasole, and th lad ies of 
her court, and when he returned it was found that he haa 
again contracted the disease, afld it remain ed with him until 
his death. 

I refer t this incident in order to throw some light 
on the extraordinary circumstances mentioned in the book 
r ferred to above, viz. that at fr equent intervals M utesa pro
claimed sacrifices, and the royal harems were rifled for victims, 
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who were duly slaughtered, with many others. In read ing the 

Katikiro's book it struck me :lS amazing that the , omen of 

the royal inclosur " should have be n raided by the kin's 
'oldiery in 'earch of victims C r the sacrifice; but when ne 
knows a ll the circumstances, it will be seen that M utesa had 

ome reason for making a clean sweep f his dens. 
Ther i ' jus t one ray of comfort in read ing these horrible 

detai ls, an I that is that on a few occasions the King actually 
vi ited th e scene of the slaug hter, and rescued a f w of his 

frl\'ourites, 
Before M ute a con tracted his illness he was a model son , 

so frtr as form al v is its to the Q ueen M other were cone rned ; 
but du ring hi s i1Jnes his visits had entirely fallen off, and 
superst ition raised im passable barriers again st th ue n VISltl11g 
M utesa. I t came to pass, how ver, that she act ually did pay 

CH IEf MBUBI, WIFE, AND FAM ILY 
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one visit, and the foll owing is a translation of the description 
g iven by Lourdel, 
who was present :-

A n ex traordinary 
thing-a thino' un
heard of amongst the 
Baganda - has hap
pened: the N amasole, 
the mother of the 
King , has come to 
see her son, a thing 
which , before her 
time, no other N am a
sole has dared t do. 
persuaded as they 
were that to do so 
would inevitably bring 
mi sfo rtun e on hi s 
head, and even cause 
his death . 

" N amasole " IS 

th e na me o f th e 
Kabaka's mother in 
Uganda; but it is at 
the same tim e a titl e 
of nobility, like that 
of the Katikiro, the 
first minister, or the 
Kim b ugw e, th e 
s econd O1lOl s t e r . 

This name does not always 01 an the real moth er of th e King. 
This was the case with the N amasole of Mutesa; the real ' 
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moth r of the King had been sold to an A rab l;>y Suna, father 

of M utesa . 
. t the death of Suna, the new Kabaka, not knowing what 

ANT-EATER 

had become of his moth r, had her searched for everywhere, 
but in vain. H e then gave the title of Namasole to a slave 

whom his mother had r commended to him before leavi ng 
Uganda. 

After that, Mutesa always treated hi s adopted moth r strictly 
as his real mother, so much so that many of the Baganda thought 
she wa his mother. 

The office of amasole is thus always occupied; when 
th r al mother no longer exists. another woman tak es her 
plac , thus qualifying fo r all the functions and nj yino- all ' 
the ribhts. 

The N amasole, at the time of her visi t to M utesa, had a 
very . 'reat influence in the government of the country. The 
King resp cted a nd feared her. He used to ay that no one 
would dare to displease her. She was by rig ht the head of 
th witche, a nd rumour had it that she was very clever in . . 
preparing pOisons. 

.. 
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Her banana plantations were th e best kelJt in all U aanda. 

and when a ny of . the g r a t ones of the land vi ited her, she 

freq uently imposed on him the task of pla nting a bana na-tree in h r 

garden, partly to show ' him how beautifully keI t h r plantations 

were, and partly to humble him, as a Muganda chief looks with 
loa thing on a ll work in the fields, 

M utesa had not once seen the a ma ole during the several 

years f hi s illness, Before his illness he used to go and see 

her every two or three days. For a lono ti me he had been 

expressing the ish that th e N c.tmasole should come and see 

LAKE VICTORIA IN A STORM 

(Distant view, ote the white crests or the waves) 

/zi71t, but she, bein;r chief of the witches, could not bring h rself 

to break the rules of the order, The King sent p ople to ask 

her, "Why do you think that your VI It would be th cause of 

my death? Do not th e 1 easants live every day with their 
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mothers ? Come all the same : if I mu st- di , then le t me d ie ; 

but come." 
Th T amasol ultimately dec ided to pay the vi . it ; but it 

was not without making g reat prepara tions to counteract tIl · 
superstiti ns, a nd not without being accompanied by a g reat 
num ber of feti hes a ll d junior witches. he left her r 's idence 
fa ting, and during the j ourn y a llowed herself onl y a drin k of 

banana beer. 

E NTEBBI:: BAY, HWM Til E RES IDENCY LAWN 

Th King put ev 'ry one on the alert for her reception. \iVh n 

h learnt that sh was only a short di stance off, he call ed a ~ w 
of hi s ( reat ch iefs in to the house where the rc- pt ion was to 

be hId. 

Pa . were desp tch d a t a gall op to salute the Q ue ~ n 
Mother, and ca me back out f breath , a rrying a g r eting to h is 
maj sty : 

" She salutes you ; we have se n her ; she is at such a place." 
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THE DEMON KITINDA, OR MAN-EATIN G CROCODILE 

And off they sta rted agalO to repeat the salutation, a nd raced 
back to the King with: 

" \N have s n her ; she salu tes you; she is now at such :.l 

, place." 

Messenger an 1 pages then came along at sh rter and shorter 
interval ', shouting in the wildest exc item nt: 

h IS no t the ou te r door . . . she has 1 as d the 
second door . . . she is a t th third door ~ , . . she api roaches! ! 
here is the advanc -' g uard!!! th r sh " is ' h rself!!!! " 

The first to apI ear wer t n litt le pages, d~essed in spotl es 
whit ; then some of th elder s rvants of her household; after ' 
them the Ie 'ser witches, cov red with kauris, p a rls, an I fetishes, 
with a little stick in their hands, and in the midst of them a 
horrible' 'albino," or white negro, called in the local language 
"nama oi ," and las tly, the Namasole, accompanied by her 
pri nci pal officers. 
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This is how she was got up : a tra ilin cr robe of or rk-cloth , and 
a cloak of tanned skins on her huuld rs.' ( h disdain ed to wear 
any kind of European material. ) he is ornam nt d with amulets 
of many kinds and cats' skin (emblems of witchery). A few. litt! . 
satchels conta ining coffee beans are suspend d from the sh ulder
and there is the Q ueen Mother of Uganda. 

he advances with a fi rm and proud step down th e line 
of sold iers tha t form an all ey at th entrance, d rums b at, and 
a rm s are presented . Th Katikiro, or fi rst minister , tands up as 
a ~ i g n of respect. The Namasol p roceeds sil entl y to th front of 

A PEEP A T E NTEBBE BA Y, FROM T HE BOTAN! AL GARDE NS 

(The steamship Winifred at anchor) 
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the couch on which th King is seated; a-;-'d now m ther and son 
a re face to face . he do s not utter a yllable, and casts furtive 
glances in his direction. M utesa does the same. trange 
inter view between mother and son , who had not seen each oth r 
for several years; but dign ity and tiquette before everything! 

The I ad ing chiefs at last break silence, and venture to ask: 
" H ow are yOLl? " 
" I am here," he replies. Another pause and more silence. 
N ext, an attendant brings forward Mutesa's umbilical cord. 

The Namasole takes it , hold it a moment in her hand , and 
1:hen places it n the couch by her side. The King asks an 
attelldant tu bring some coffee beans, and then directs the paaes 
to present them in a small basket to the Queen Mother. 

N ex t comes th banana b r, t , mwenge," and eia hteen gourds 
full are, gi\'en to the N amasol ; two cups are filled with th e 
liquor. The first cup is presented to the Kina, who merely 
tast s it, and hands it to one of his wives. The wife does not, 
nowever, taste it, but hastens to present it to the N amasole . 
The King receives a second cup, and afte r tasting it, the cup is 
passed to the Queen Mother , as before. 

The amasole then drinks a little from the first, and a little 
from the s ,c nd , and then d.rai)ls the first to the dregs, and 
holding the cup invert d says. "See how 1 have dried it. " 

Cup numb r two is passed to the King, and he drinks some 
-of the liquor; then handing it to a I age boy says aloud: " I will 
drink the remaind r later on; but remember to take great care 
of these two cups, for I shall regard them as sacred for the 
future." 

The N amasole now unties a little satchel, and taki!lg out a 
few coffee beans, puts them in a neat basket, and asks an 
att ndant to pres nt it to the King. She also gives a few coffee 
beans to the Prime Minister, and tells him to distripute them to 
.the great chiefs seated near him. 
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he then unties another satchel, and takes a few cooked beans, 

powdered with salt, and th s ar pr sen ted to the King in 
a nother bask t. She a l 0 give a few of th e beans to the Prim e 
Minister to distribute. Small and trivial as th es a re, proud i the 

n~an who is deemed of suffici ent note to be g iven on e of them. 

ENTRAN E TO ENTEBlIE BA \' 

(The llIain line for stea.mers runs by the small island in the Ba.y) 

. Thi takes a long time, and general con versation is not for
bidden. PeoIle talk on v;{riotl s subjects, and the Queen Moth er 

whispers little secrets into the ear of the Minister, so that he may 
transmit them to the King or to some fay urite. Th e King dots 
the ame. This is consi 1 red the pink f style. Vv' hen th e secret 
of the Queen Mother ha reach d the privileged or:e, that person 

bows myst riously , as if he had just beard an oracle, and ex
changes with the Q ueen ~Iother a little smile, accompanied by 
an inclination of th head, as much as to say, " Is it possible? 

How witty she is. " 
Th King never add resses hi:; mother directly, nor she him. 
Aft r the exchange of a few more secrets, the King closes 



The Baganda 193 

the int rVlew, and the Namasol go s out, accompanied by th e 
Minister. I t is generally understood that she will see her son 
once more before she O'oe home. 

When an important person from afar wish d to visit the 
Kabaka of U gan la, he came and camped on th e outskirt of 
Mengo the evening before. At the peep of dawn next morning 
he vvas SUI posed to get ready, with great bustl , and proc ed 
to the King's inclosu re. O n the way he would be met by all 
the 1 ages rac ing after each other t convey greetings from the 
K ing, and then· they ',';ould race back again with return g reetings. 
This went on till the stranO'er a rriVf.d at th e palace, and th an 

UPPER END OF ENTEBBE BAY 

he sat down a nd waited till nOOI1, when the reception was 

held. 
T he fol lowiJlg extract is quoted from the same authority: 
"There was a second- interview between the K ing and the 

Namasole, and the N ama£ole, who is considered omniscient, 

13 
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declared that th King's disease was caused by the donkeys that 
roamed about the streets of the capital. 

" You must kill them ," she said, "or, if you do not like to 
kill them, you must send them far , far away, all of them-even 
th one that belongs to the white man. " (The Rev. Mr. 
O'Flaherty had a Maskat donkey.) 

What the King thought of her diag nosis of his case has not 

VIEW FROM POLlCE HILL, LOOKING TOWARDS TH E LAKE 

(The building in the centre is the E uropean Hospital; the flagstafT on the right is in front 
of the Police Barracks) 

been put on record. On another occasion, when there had been a 
spell of very dry weath r, she announced that the drought was· 
caused by the Arabs hanging down their heads as they sat. 
After that, knowing her power, the Arabs took good care to· hold 
their heads erect. But about the donkey decree: 

" M utesa reasoned ' with the N amasole that the 'nsoro ,. 
(donkey) of the Rev. Mr. O'Flaherty wa a white animal, a.. 
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Maskat donkey, and not like the others, -and that she had better 
exclude him from her scntenc. But, havino passed the edict, 

there was no recalling it. 
"All the donkeys were disposed of, whether killed or exil ed 

d es not appear, but that Mnskat donkey still remai ned. M utesa 
well knew that an Engli?hman would not g ive up his donkey on 
account of the Namasol 's decre , so he hit on a ruse. He sent to 

IN THE BOTANIC GARDENS, ENTEBBE 

Mr. O'Flaherty for the loan of the donkey, on th plea that another 
missionary requir d it to visit a sick man, and of course the English
man sent the donkey at once, saddled and bridled, complete. 

"Needless to say, the Maskat donkey followed the other 
donkeys into exile, if no worse fate b fell hi m, and the edict 
of the N amasole was, as usual, carried out to the let ter." 

The reason why the Queen Mother went fasting to se the 


