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assizes of Port Louis, for theueventeen years begmnmg wrth

96

¥

ages carned, and the average rate gained by each, will fnlly bear 0‘“ my

aﬁmm: ; ent.

‘No. engaged.  Aggregate wages. Avera.ge
1846 47,733 £32,994 18 1 e 2%
1847 49,638 84,339 10 4 13 10
1848 41,784 . 25,047 12 8 ),1 11y
1849 45,284 25,366 0 4 11 o2§
1850 48,112 28,688 7 4 e R 5T

A great proportion, if not the chief part of this is spent in the colon, yet
g considerable amount finds its way to India, and must be useful to that
country. The immediate influence of this wealth is, however, of minor
importance compared with the intelligence, freedom from prejudice, know-
ledge of impyoved modes of agriculture, and habits of industry brought back

by the return coolie to his benighted home. I had frequent opportunities

of conversing with many of this class on my voyage back to India, and
perceived that there was a shrewdness, spirit of indépendence, and worldly
wisdom about the most intelligent of them, that would never permit them
again to submit quietly to the crushing, heartless oppression, and utter
selfishness of native zemindars, of whose tender mercle; they had acquu-ed
a most correct and wholesome estimate. Y

It would be interesting, and beneficial to the cause 11: has 80 much and so
justly at heaff, if the Government of the Mauritius would prepare and pub-
lish in India, a return of the amount of wealth taken out of the colony by
return labourers, the number who had gone back to the island, and the
number who had become settlers there, with the nature of their occupations,
mode of livelihood, and social condition generally. In my wanderings I fell
in with a few who had given up all hope and wish to revisit their native soil ;
they seemed comfortable and well to do, and spoke in high terms of ithe
country of their adoption. The great’est ambition of an Asiatic is to become a
landholder—a lord of the soil—however small the possession which owns him
as master. This feeling might be taken advantage of by the local government,
and settlements encouraged to a great extent on the waste lands, of which, I

 believe, there is a considerable area at present uncultivated and unoccupied.

Crimes of a deep dye are not very common in the colony. Im the year
1847 seven coolies were tried for murder, of whom four only were convicted.
I did not ascertain the history of these cases, but have reason to believe that,
the majority of such instances would be found to arise from jealousy—a
frequent source of vengeance in India, where women are plentiful, and likely
to be much aggmvated where this ¢ a causa,belli’ is so scarce.. In %
the same year, in the whole possewon were only 522 W of rd& :
‘demeanour, in which thmem,ﬁ?’o convwnons, and 1§0 acquittals.

From a general tabular statement of condemnatmm efore t
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From this I atarted at mid-day of the 2nd of February with mine host, ths
very beau ideal of the most accomplished and excellent of backs-woodmen,
with the tastes and pursuits of a scholar united to the hardihood and daring
of a piqneer of civilization. The first part of the trip was pleasant enough,
but on descending the great valley, the fierce blaze of the unshaded sun affect-

" ed me to such #n extent, as to cause a violent palpitation that nearly expend-

ed me before, we reached our retreat. Every small elevation scemed an
inagcessible height, and the very attempt to expand the chest became at last
80 painful, that T was obliged to lie down upon the first large stone I fell in
with, and ieheve my troubled spirit with a series of groans which led the
astonish to believe that I was about to give up the ghost.

We nlepf at a small planter’s cabin, and started the next morning for
Newera Elha, the road for the greater part of the way being a mgre elephant
path, endmg in the rough outline of what was subsequently intended to be
aroad. The forest_ was full of wild elephants, and we came upon the most
recent traces of many of them, but in all other respects the woods were sin-
gularly still and silent. The sun never penetrates to their deep recesses,
where damp, gloom, and solitude reign undisturbed. At lengl;h we emerged
upon a plain, and after walking a mile or two along a path cut in a peat soil,
reached our destination at one o’clock in the afternoon.

The sun was powerful, and the glare painful after the subdued light of
‘the dark forest, but beyond being foot-sore and fatlgueﬂ I suffered no
damage from the trip. To my ftried and trained companion it appeared a .
mere morting walk, so fresh and undisturbed was he when we gained the Rest
House.

Newera Ellia, the chief Sanitarium of Ceylon, was accidentally discover-
ed by a shooting party in 1828, during the government of Sir Edward Barnes.
This energetic officer visited the spot himself shortly after it was made known,
was struck with its peculiar appearance and diminished temperature, and
determined to convert it into a convalescent station for the sick soldiery in
the Ceylon command.  *

It was at that time apparantly uninhabited, and frequented by the natives
of the surrounding country for the purpose of elk hunting. It was only ap-
proachable by elephant tracks, and a narrow path formed by the efk hunters
—hence the lateness of its dmovery, after the conquest and occupation of

~ "TthKandian province.

4t lies on a plateau of table-land 6200 feet above the level of the sea, sur-

roundedsby lofty hills, of which the chief, Pedro Tallagalla is 8280 feet above'
the sea, over-tppping all the other mountains around it. Adam’s Peak, the

- renowned place of pilgrimage, long supposed to be the highest point of the

R

and, is only 7,420 feet in elevation. Pedmmmlaahmthem
at:ﬁ ‘nearest point—the ocean being visible from its summit on a very

",w thmu rather rare to find, as the valleys and crests of the
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lower hills are constantly wreathed in the most spotiess of flocculent
looking mist, and the intermediate air is charged with a fine impenetrable
vapour, that usually bounds the area of vision within a compa.utxvdy narrow
compass. The plain, as it is not very oorrectly termed, is divided into two
unequal porhons by a low ridge of hills runnmg from S. W, to N. East. The
larger division is said to be about 2} miles in lenﬁ;nﬂ}oitmﬂem
breadth, and through it runs a river formed by nu

the neighbouring mountains. At its lowest point it forms a speci semi-
swamp, from which the valley is frequently filled with a dense fog, until the

vapour is dissipated by the meridian sun. It was here proposed to excavate
a lake, a proceeding that would be of infinite service to the %, and add
much to its healthiness and beauty. It would not be a “work of great cost

or difficulty,.would be a profitable source of employment to the soldiers of

the detachment quartered there, and also give occupation for some time to
come to the number of drunken, idle European invalids, who are now begin-
ning to congregate at the place. It would drain the whole of the table-
land, cause greater uniformity of temperature in the station, and would,
in every point of view, be a work of great public utility. The river
that runs through it, is one of the principal feeders of the Maha.welh
Gunga. .

The gmaller division of the table-land is a considerable ravine, bounded by
nndn]agzg hillocks, and traversed by a good road. Init are placed the bar-
racks, officers’ quarters, magistrate’s cutcherry, post-office, commissariat

store, and a very neat little Gothic church, the interior of which is the .
finest and prettiest specimen of that order, which I have fallen in thh in the

East.

There is still a third and smaller subdivision of the plateau, wlnch is en-
tirely barren and waste, with a soil of black peat. The approach to Newera
Ellia from the Elephant Plains is through this barren desert, in which the
red-flowered rhododendron alone appears to flourish. ;

The soil of Newera Ellia is said to be extremely fertile, and to be well

suited for all sorts of European vegetables, cereals, and other products of tem-

perate climates. In the gardens of the station may be seen every variety of
rose, dahlia, mignionette, heart’s ease, and excellent strawberries. Wild
raspberries are also abundant, but the peach and the cherry do not flourish—
the former never npens, and the latter seldom blossoms. The constant

ard little variation in season seem to be prejudicial to the successful cultiva-
“tion of many varieties of European plants, for which the soil and cther cir-

cumstances appear to be well adapted.

There used to be, and pwobably are still, two Rest HMM of which is -
excellent and contains rs for ladies, a portion of the creation for whom
little provision is us e in the island. The charges were mdm o

and, oonndenngalltﬂmgl, thesupphumgoed. Thedeatut“
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