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ithdr • .,. They are also obliged to withdraw at all times on the order ot 
the president, or pon .the motion of a member to that effect. Member. 
address the chair standing, and allude to their colleagues by their official de~ 
lignation , or without naming them. 

There is a special ordinance for regulating the police of the sittings of 
council to prevent interruptions, punish disturbances, or false reports of pro~ 
ceedingB, and aaign penaitiell for defamation or abuse of a member. 

Reports of proceedings and debates are published by the local journals, 
and are frequently of considerable interest. 

The form of government above detailed from official d'ocuments, is well 
.uited to the circumstances of the colony, and gives the people a rair amount 

representation through the non-official members, who, although nominated 
by the Governor, are by no means bound thereby to side with the govern­
ment, or to etfue to xet'cise independence of opinion and action. How far 
the people them{lelTe8 81'e fitted to exercise the right of electing their own 
rep~ntatives, it is npt easy to say. AB in Lower Canada, the introduc­
tion of a fOl'eign element renders it difficult to reconcile adverse interesb, 
and to legislate so as to please all partie~. There appeared to me to be 
rather too strong a leaning to the French interests, although for purposes 
of conciliation: than is altogether consistent with the maintenance of the 
British supremacy. While I hould deprecate most strongly the remotest ap­
proach to class distinctions, or a~y departure from a proper amount of de~ 
ference to the feelings, prejudices, and tastes of the inhabitants of foreign 
descent, j. should never be- forgotten that the colony is an appendage of 
the English Crown, owes entirp, allegiance to Queen Victoria, and has no 
right whatever to exhibit republican or any other sympathies opposed to 
the dominant natiou. Such sympathizing would be very rudely anet rapidly 
repressed in any part of the French Republic, were it attempted by the 
alieni living under the protection .of her Hag, and is a licence which no nation 
can be expected to grant further than is strictly consistent with the preser­
Tation of her own dignity and independen:ce. Hence I conceive' to b 
great political error that French law, the French language, or any practice or 
proceeding opposed to the feelings of the conquerors, should ever _have been 
permitted. The rule of the Rom",ns and of the French the lves she I 

ufficiently the view d the matter taken by great and enlightened nations. 
It caDIlot be compared to the British Empire in India, as in the Mauritius 

., di no ancient people with the hereditary claim of ages to the 
.ml, a religion- civilisation of their own, both long anterior to th9 
em • R of En henetf hm the bbndage of ignorance and aupersti. 

auritius fIom its earl discovery by Pedro de Mas-
OII'wnla&. in th begi~ns of the 15th COD ry, Its aceupa' u and sobae. 

doDlDent by the DGtch, and ita hened colo' tion and 
o 



tenure by the French, down to I e cApture of the" i and in 181 b the 
po er in whose pouea ion it atilll'emai is full of remarkabie and romanti 
incidents. " 
. Among the most striking of these rna) be mentioned. e able adminis­
tration of MaM de La Bourdonnais, one of the most earneat, ~fted, uccess­
lui, and ill-requited govern01'l who ever regulated the tinie. of any 
colony in the uuiverae; the wreck during his admini.tration th St. Geran 
which, 81 an episode in the charming tale of Paul and Virginia, haa obtained a 
world-wide celebrity; the reproductio on a small scale of some 0 be atro­
cltiea imd irregularities of the earliest French Revolution j the connection of 
the Mauritius with the almost fabulous account of piracy in the Eut j d 
the remarkable naval conte.t of which it was the theatre in the ~y p 
of the present century. 

Some of the temains of the gallant fight ,at Grand Port are .till to be 
seen, and are among the interestiug objecta conpected . b ~t history, 
tbat I fell in with on the island. The old iron guns that formed the battery 
on Monkey island, a curious bed of coral raiaed above the reef and covered 
with vegetation, are still there,-some guns of the same ch.,acter are lying 
near the site of old Grand Port, and the rusty fluke of old anchor 
imbedded ... the sand, are also existing, relics of the pa t scenes of contest. 
Upon mentioning the circumstance. on my re~urn to an old Indian officer 
who W81 present at the eapture of the Mauritius, he stated that he visited 
the heide Frigate at the time, and it was ascertained that the ex­
ception of a small gallery near the stern, there W81 not a pace of the extent 
of a foot, in the hull of the hole .hip, that had not been riddled by round 
shot from the French batteries. 

Of tire present politics of the island, I shall say nothing, for although all 
parties are particularly u.nreserved in the expreuion of their opinions, it 
requires a more intimate acquaintance with the detailed hi tory of the vari­
ous ubjects of discuuion, than can be formed by hearsay, or without acoesa 
to the .. chives of the .tate, to entitle a visitor to e press rmy po itive or 
trustworthy opinion regarding local matters. One fact, however, I learnt, 
which I ~y venture to record, viz : that the colony is in an Ull mpled .tate 
of prosperity, and possesses within itaelf every el88ntial, if rightly appli­
ed, of happiness and contentment. 

The official salaries of all ctU181 of public !'Vanta in the colouiea 
lower than in India. The GovemOl recei ell £6000 a yeu j the c 
~ j the colonial aecretary 1500; tbe treaaurer de paymlaReA*"nl 
£1200; the vic~-preaident aDd . tant jUga.of t court of appeal, the 
procnreur, ocate-general and auditor-general .1:1200 each; the D' lIIM_r: 
general of police £1000; e collector of ; ami tho lMiI __ 

gradea of pu . ofBeen in • ~dillt( dimiDithiDJ 
• 
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". educational establishments of the Mauritius consist of the 
College at Port Louis founded in··1791, and several district schools. 

The former institution is ruled over by a rector and has a large staff 0 

professors classics, mathematics, English and French. It is an extensive 
establishment, appears to be well conducted, and has healthy and ample 
accommodation for boarders. N otwithsta ing the general introduction of 
the Englislt langun.ge in all the official proceedings of the government and 
courts of justice in 1841, by an order of the Queen in Council, there appears 
to me to be a leaning to Frencb, as the vernacular language of the country, 
on the part of the majority of the inhabitants. This is natural enough on taeir 
part, but should not be permitted to interfere with the thorough prosecution 
of English as the paramount language in 'the college. The patois of the 
creoles of the lower classes is the most extraordinary imagillable medley 
of French, English, and Malgaseh, with at times a dash of Hindustani and 
Malabar. A. apoken by the Indian coolies it is the most laughable jargon, 
and the veriest lingual1>lla-podrida in the world. Some effort is now making 
to establish schools for t~ children of Immigrants, a wise, liberal, and proper 
proceeding in Itself, but 'trom "hat I heard not unlikely to be mismanaged, 
and conducted in & very questionable form. If· it be intended to render 
French the ~ef, it not sole, medium of imparting knowledge, I do not hesi. 
tate to denounce it as a most impolitic, foolish, aud even improper proceeding. 
It is no longer the authorized medium of official communication in the 
colony, would not be of the most remote use to those of the coolies . who 
return to India, and would only tend to perpetuate a mischievous system, 
that can hot be too strongly deprecated in a British pos8Ol8ion. 

As the Indian Government is immediately interested in whatever relates 
to the treatment of the labourers sent from Hindustan, it is to be hoped that 
no such scheme will be permitted to be entertained. They possess the most 
effectual of all modes of compelling obedience to their wishes in sUllh matters! 

I am bound, however, to confess, and I do 80 with unmixed satisfaction, 
that this is the only point on which the most scrupulous could complain 
of, or object to the treatment of Indian Immigrants in the Mauritius. 

All the laws and regulation regarding them are strictly and honestly 
fulfilled, to an extent that is allQ08t injurious to their employe.; they are 
not over. tasked, re highly paid, and every reasonable want and wish meets 

ith attention. cir wages are re lated by contract of service, and are 
~UI_· ve of rationa, which ordinarily CQDI' t of OOttis of rice, 4ttis of dhoU, 

of uJt fi h,.and l1b of salt monthly. Th are generally well-d.reIIed. 
comforiably ho , an ppearfd happy and contented. They are, as ill 
I and changeable, but their great grievances when enquired 

&reI • ..ulJdpf the most childi h and t "OJ ·oription. 
reci of the DUmber 01 . nt labourers engaged 

mentioned, with their te amount 0 

• 
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hgU earned, and the average rate gained by eac1l, will fully bear out my 
etMement. 

No. engaged. Aggre~ate wages. Averag(l. 
1846 47,738 £32,994 18 1 141.21 
18t7 49,638 84,339]0 4 13 10 
1848 41,784 25,047 12 8 11 11 t 
1849 45,284 25,865 0 4 11 • 2l 
1850 48,112 28,683 7 4 I 11 11 

A great proportiop, if not the chief part of this is spent in the colon", yet 
a considerable amount finds its way to India, and must be useful to that 
country. The immediate influence of this wealth is, however, of minor 
importance compared with the intelligence, freedom from prejudice, know­
ledge of imptoved modes of agriculture, and habits of industry brought back 
by the return coolie to his benighted home. I had frequent opportunities 
of conversing with many of this class on my voyage back to India, and 
perceived that there was a shrewdness, spirit of ind~pendence, and worldly 
wisdom about the most intelligent of them, that would never permit them 
again to sll:bmit quietly to the crushing, heartless oppression, and utter 
selfishness of native zemindars, of whose tender merciea they had acquired 
a most correct and wholesome estimate. • 

It would be interesting, and beneficial to the cause it has 80 much, and so 
j ustly at heafl, if the Government of the Mauritius would prepare and pub­
lish in India, a return of the amount of wealth taken out of the colony by 
return labourers, the number who had gone back to the island, and the 
number who had become settlers there, with the nature of their occupations, 
mode of livelihood, and social condition generally. In my wanderings I fell 
in with a few who had given up all hope and wish to revisit their native soil ; 
they seemed comfortable and well to do, and spoke in high terms of e 
country of their adoption. The greatest ambition of an Asiatic is to become a 
ll.\ndholder-a lord o£ the soil-however small the possession which owns him 
as master. This feeling might be taken advantage of by the local government, 
and settlements encouraged to a great extent on the waste lands, of which, I 

, believe, there is a considerable area at present uncultivated and unoccupied. 
Crimes Gf a deep. dye are not very common in the colony. Iu the year 

1847 seven coolies were tried for murder, of whom four only were convicted. 
I did not ascertain the history of theae cues, but have reason to believe tha 
the majority of such instances would be found to arise from jealo ,.-a 
frequent source of vengeanca ill India, whe~ women are plentiful, and lilt 
to be much aggravated where ·this 'teterrima ca belli'i. so scarce •. In 
the same year, in the whole possession there were only 522 cues of 
demeanour, in which theJl -were 870 convictions, and 150 Uflui 

From a general tabular atateaent of condemnations Wore the con 
usizeR of Port Low, for the seventeen yean beginning with l~ 

• 
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ending with 1846, published in the Mauritius Mail, an excellent and able 
monthly statement of aU matters of interest connected with the 001081, 
some interesting facts may be gleaned. 

The statement is for three distinct periods, that of slavery to the end of 
January 1885, that of apprenticeship to April 1838, and the subsequent 
period'in which immigration commenced . 

• 

• 
Nature 0/ Crime,. 

Abduction of minor, •••..• 0 •• 

Asnults •.•••... 00' •• • ••••••• 

ASlaulting and W ollnding, .•...• 
Forgeries, • 0 •••• o •• 0 •••• o ••• 

Arson •..••...•..•• .......... 
Homicidea •.•••. 0 •••••• o' •••• 

Insurrection. on EstatH, 0" 0 • • 

Murders and attempts at 1nurder, 
M~nsl~oghter,.o ............ .. 
POlIonlog, ........ o' 0 • 0 •••• 0 

Robberies. 000. 0 •••••••• 0 •••• 

V iolence to females, • 0 •• •• •• •• 

CoinWs falee vaoney, ••..••••. 0 

S14fJery. 
1880-34 

I 
5 
5 
5 
4 

.. 
3 

22 
6 
1 

90 
9 
4 

4ppreratice· Indian immi· 
IAip. gration. Tolal. 

1835-38 1839-46 

1 
5 
5 
5 

8 24 • 36 
4 4 

3 
22 

19 59 84 
1 

171 242 603 
2 22 32 

4 

Total, ........ 705 

The whole population of all colours, classes, creeds, tongues, nations, ages, 
anclsexes in 1816, was 161,089, and the total number of crimes committed 
in the sa~e year 56, giving a ratio of one criminal for every 2876 H indi­
viduals, which considering the very Jarge number of coolies and stray waifs 
in the colony, is very creditable to the morality of the" community. 

The police of the island is organized upon the English plan originally in­
troduced by Sir Robert Peel, and is, 1 believe, reputed to be efficient. For 
such purposes, however, I cOI\8ider the French military system to be superior 
to any other for the rapid, certain, and eft'ective manner in which it acts for 
the repreuion of disorder, and the apprehension of oft'enders. 

My window at the hotel d'Europe was nearly opposite to the great gate of 
the jail, whence the prisoneR condemned to work on the road&' were mus­
tered and marched oft' at day-break, nnder the escort of a military guard. 
The rattling of thei chaina, and murmur of their many-tongued voices as 
they aet in movement were in excellent keeping with the gloomy look­
iq prison m .. hich they daily emerged. The H atone jug" of Port Louis 

a1l overgrown, 1lIlIightly, building, constructed upon the principle of af­
~ the leaat po sible general supervision from any given point. "Each 
4ePartmd is excellent in itself, and not ill-managed, but the whole il!l a 
labyrinth at bad atraDFment, l!Iuch as mUl!lt render it necessary to employ a 
bIrp» coercive elltabliahment than would be requisite with a little more at-
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tentton to design. The work- hops, solitary cella, court-yard for exercise, 
bathing places 8O.d other detail. of interior eoonomy, were good enough of 
their kind; but, on the whole, it was infinitely inferior to the model prison 
at Colombo in Ceylon. 

The military establishments of the islawl consiste at the time of my 
visit, of the 5th Fusiliers at Port Lou' , the reserve battalioR of the 12t11 
regiment at Grand Port, one company of the Royal Artillery, and llalC a com­
pany of Sappers and Miners. Since that time the 12th haa moved back tn 
the Cape. It is at present a major-general's command, and has the ordinary 
staff establishment attached to it. Head-quarters are at Port LouU, and 
there are outpost detachments at all points of the island that 8l'e accessible 
through openings in the reefs. Some of the latter are in picturesque posi­
tions, bnt s~mewhat solitary places of penance for detached subalterna. 

The barracks in Port Louis are very ill-placed in a low position at the 
western end of the town, with stagnant, swampy, filthy puddles and pools in 
their rear. They are enclosed in an extensive parad\, ground, and consist of 
two ranges of stone buildings, which seemed to me to be low in the roof, 
and ill-adapted for the accommodation of a large body of men. Port Louis is 
confessedly the hottest place in the island, and the barracks near the base of 
the signal mountain are in about as hot a position as could hav~ beeu select­
ed. That the troops are healthy in spite of this, and of the admitted irregu­
larities of t~riti8h soldier, is an additional and a strong proof of the 
salubrity of the climate. 

Mahebourg on the indward side of the island is a much prettier and re 
agreeable quarter. • 

'. 
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The etation i near the head of the bay of Grana Port, commanas R 
arming prospect of mountains on the opposite side of the bay, is free (rom 

marshy and malarious soil in its vicinity, and must be ahogether one of the 
most desirable and hea.lthy places of tesidence in the corony. 

e country around is most picturesque, boating and sea-bathing can be ' 
~~ed in to an almost unlimited extent in the bay, it contains 1\ hotel, not 
however, particularly good of its kind, and is in constant communication 
'W'ith ~e capital The rOl1od from Port Louis to Grand Port is one of the 
best in the island, and although it is in many places extremely steep, is per­
fectly practicable for every species of conveyance. An omnibus leaves twice 
or three times a week, and the charge for an inside place is moderate. 

Nearly half way at Eau Conlee and Curepipe-the former place twelve, the 
latter a little more than fourteen miles from Government house--are two ex­
cellent roadside inns, moderate in their charges. The difference of tempera­
ture between these plac~ and the capital, is extraordinary and striking. I 
lived in the latter (or three days in the wooden tenement of Mr. Gilbert, an 
original and most entertaining landlord, who had passed through mallY 
phues of life, and was full of quaint and humorous illustrations of his motley 
career. He w': my guide to Mahebourg and the Savanne, and lightened all 
the disasters <ff a small dose of a deluge by his unconquerable good humour, 
and ingenIOUS devices to delude me into the belief of a thorough drenching 
and repeated sticking in the ~ost tenacious of earthly mud, being entertain­
ing incidents of a trip in searC?h of the beauties of nature unadorned by art. 
lief!; Eaq, Coulee early ou the morning of what promised to be a clear, fine 
day, but had scarcely reached Curepipe when the heavens poured down their 
floods, and fairly washed us into Grand Port, my mercurial guide expatiating 
on the brilliant charms of the magnificent prospt:cts scattered around in every 
direction, when I was unable to see a yard before my nose. The return from 
Mahebourg was more fortunate, and revealed the beauties which before had 
been veiled. 

In the immediate vicinity df Eau Coulee are several interesting objects, to 
visit which . is an excellent starting point. the very doors Rre curious 
natural c& .nons, and arches under which the river runs; and at a short 
distance is .a singnlar punch-bowl excavation known as the r Trou \ux cerfs,' 
which lome imagine to be 1;he remains of the crater of an extinct volcano. 
N t very far removed is a remarkable inland lake, called r Grande Basin,' 
which ill situated at a high le.vel, and lies in a basin surrounded by hills 
olot&ed with nptation.- It il reported to be of fabulous depth, and i. con­
jectdl'8Cl to lead to all sorts of strange places. It most probably is formed 
and ted IOm'eWJaat in the same manner as the grest lake of Kandy, except 
that ita bed i. a atura! instead of being an artificial excavation. 
. The physical upect of the island ' generally is bold and remarkably pic­
tueaq.e, aboanding a ecenes of great natural beauty. It is quite entitled 



100 

to the eulogistic straina in which it has been immortalized by St. Pierre, is 
a charming spot, pleasant to the eye, e hilirating to tbe spirits, and gratify­
ing to almost every variety of taste for landscape. 

The lover of the purely pastoral, the admirer of rocks and ravines, the 
sentimental seeker of shady glades, purling streams or brawling brooks, the 
venturesome scaler of mountains and height., and the subterrauean searcher 
of caverns, may all have their respective tastes fully gratified. 0 

Many of the ravines are the very perfection of romantic retreats, gcwere;}o 

with the most magnificent, luxuriant creepers, and exhibiting the eoune of 
the many streamlets leaping over the rocks in their road, in every poHible 
variety of pretty and picturesque coune. Thoae seen from the end of the 
shrubberries bounding the rural retreat of the Governor at Reduit, are .. in. 
gularly belftltiful, whether seen from the Moka or Plain Wilhelmi' 'side. 
Some of the water. falls also have a great local reputation, particularly the 
Tamarin and Chamarel falls. The latter I twice ~88yed in vain to reach, 
driven back'by in~essant rain j the former is much nearer to Port Louis and 
consequently better known and more frequented. It has not the grandeur 
of some of the falls in Ceylon and Reunion, yet it amply repays a visit, the 
scenery surrounding it being deemed by many the most beautiful in the 
island. The geologist and botanist will find ample room fo pleuant and 
profitable excursions, particularly the fomer, for the true formation of the 
island is still vexed question, and learned authorities have adopted very 
different conclusions regarding it. My own belief inclines to the vol4&nic 
view j but as I have nothing new to offer on the subject, I mus e 
curious to the controversies of de Cossigny, Brnnel, lc Gentil and Qthers who 
h,ave investigated the question with more knowledge and means of arriving 
at a correct result than I possessed. 

Like Bourbon, the Mauritius is completely snrrounded by coral reefs, said 
to be eighty fa.thoms wide and ten feet above thc level of the sea. The 
approaches to the island are through apertures in these banks, whiQla can be 
distinctly traced in clear, calm weather. 

The Bearicultural products of the Mauritius have gone 
many c~1\nges 88 those of the sister· island in its 
indigo, spices, coffee, the mulberry, and sugar have all W 
latter prevailing at present to an extent that has nearl,., it net estin. 
guished all other products. Since it became an Engliab. poaeuion, the 
exportatien of this staple has risen graduallr from 969,2640 1b Freach. ill 
1812, to 128,416,541 in 1849, the largest ,quantity yet-'Produced, a trul'y 
wonderful result' when the area of the Wand ia oonlidered, and it it borne 
in orlnd that a considerable portion it not auaceptible of Ctlltivation, or baa 
been allowed to fall into decay. The pretent Governor haa,. with the moat 
praiseworthy and benevolent motivel, encouraged tJa.e re-introduction of the 
culth'ation of the mulberry and production of aillr. .. a meau 0(, "rdin, 

.. 
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occupation and anbsi.tence to those unable to engage in any more laboriou. 
employment. ome of the cocoon, which I •• w at Reduit . were excellent. 

and from a statement recently published in the local joU1'DA1s it appears that 
1911bs 8 oz. of silk were produced in the eighteen months preceding February 
last, from lJ,397 Dis 8 oz. of cocoons. This is small compared with the results 
of M. de Chazal, who iIi 1822, obtained seven ~undred and fifty pounds. of 
raw silk. The merit of the re-introduction is due to the daughter of that 
gentleman, and under the enlightened auilpices of ita existing nJler, it is still 
capable of becoming a very valuable source of profit to the colony, without 
trenchiqg upon the province of the principal article of export. 

The tea plant haa been introduced, &8 it was once in Rennion, but I did 
Dot great measure of success attendant upon the experiment. 

Among at present cultivated in the island are, se~al.,..arieties 
of pine cutard apple, alligator pear, the plantain, sevi8.e orange, 
the Jeuaaa, dle maD.gOsteen, the date, the fig, the strawberry, the IUpberry, 
the breiMiJiouit, the ~ the pomegranate, the leechee, the mango, the 
Jiualben:1, the ~ tIM apple, the shaddock, the grape, the chesnut, the 
cUlunr D I the tamarind, and aeveral othen of less 

or Ipicea th818 are enumerated cinntJIP0D, ginger, cloves, nutmegs, pepper, 
-epioe, turmeric, bate!. camphor, au grains of paradise. 
The 8COD . plante include many varieties of the sugar-eane, cocoa, 
6e, . AgO, tobacco, tea, and vanilla. 

r 
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'rodnccd to any great extent. m 
811bstances on forei cee. 

&cellent vegetables are p vab er aeaaoqs; they did oot 
ae.. to be very ab -.nt, but th~ INch were to be had during the 
Of my stBJ, were good of their . d. 

The above imperfect Rome tion will give the visitor from I~dia a toler-
ably good idea of whl\$. he may expect in this land of promise. " 

Plants and .eeds from lnaia are always acceptable, and those who go down 
in ships can easily carry a supply with-them. 

Living in the Mauritius is somewhat dear, d not particularly good. It 
is so entirely dependent on other countrie. for 6lmost every descriptioa of 
food, that ~onsiderable fluctuation occurs in the price and suppl of th8 
commonest articles of existence. It is in all these respects, however, inG.­
ly in advance of the ilJ.terior of Ceylon, and the cooking is of a better order 
than that of the cinnamon island. I have heard th~t it is like' fiery su­
perior to the Cape in t . essential particular. 

There is an abundant supply of good and who~e80me fish, plenty of lruit, 
well tasted and palatable, and a tolerably respectable show of fresh -vegeta. 
bles. But butcher's meat, butter, and milk are more scarce, Utd y not 
~f the same superior quality. The bread made from Cape and traIian 
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flour,' • 0 ' allty, and .preserved articles wit stibles (It 
every .rt are abund~ ad 1QOd. Tie ell ilJUlorted or generil consum 
tjon are not ~cuIar1, good;..NtbcNgh far ~etter th the average of tile 
In markets. 1ft p 'vate milies;n~ , , Fre.p-ch and German, __ 

anyt1ring met with in Hindaatan. 
In 'ds need stand in no feu' of s.tarvation ~he Mauritius,111'14 the 

e no ~oubt the establish~ent 0 steam CGPlmunication by k,eep 
~ the demands of the Colony constantly kn6wn, 'I regulate the supply, 

d er it, in future, much Ie s subject to fillctqation than it beeU' 
heretofore. 

There is II. good table d'1I6te at b~th the hotels d'Europe and Mas ,II. 

t la.tter, dinners can he obtained by those who prefer living at home 
in 1~ p of their own. The ~reatest want of £he colony is BE'JVanta, nd 
theae it i81learly impossible to obtain at any cost. 

Those in India who have old and trustworthy attendants should take them 
with them, paying them \.t the current rate of wages in the island, which is 
more than double that of this country. Madraaees an Cingalese are preii .. 
able 0 the serva. of Northern India. They are less given to prejudices of 
caste, are more generally u eful, and have no objection to sea voyages, The 
Mau . h-.now, however, become so well known as to havc ceased to be 
a bug-bear, and little difficulty will be experienced in inducing natives to 
follow their masters. For ladies with f~milies visiting the colony, it is abso­
lutely necessary to take every species of female atte dant with them. Those 
procurable are of an order seldom or never employed in India, have generally 
engraft colonial upon native vices, and are usually more troublesome 
than useful, in addition to rating allch service as they are capable of perform .. 
ing, at an unduly extravagant estimate. Tho Creoles of the inferior classes 
are little, if at all, better. The only European femlUe servants available are 
soldiers' wives. They are few in number, as well as too mmonly given to 

,gin, bitters, and barrack habits to be tolerated in a quiet household. 
There are doubtless exceptions to this statement as there are to every 

general r ~ing the mass it onveys e conclusion w 'all I deduced 
from the infomtation gatllered in many places. 

There are public baths on the Chaussee o( Port Louia, opp08it the Com .. 
pal).Y's Garden, W'Iii6h are open every day, and good of thC)ir Dlld. T 
two hotela also ti . hot and cold baths. The majority or private houses 
U'8 not furniahed with bat of any kind. 

Por lea bat1aing.a strip ot'beach near the old salt pans, and within a short 
diataBCe of th .. mouth of Gra River has been appropriated.. 8m thatc,hed 

ta have been IJ'8Cted there tor t accommodation of lad~es, ,and &I the 
ti01ttollD. itllll I&Ddy, and llopel uaJ.l1 towards the reef, within whidb, 

from &1Iy danftt of the invaai of sharks or other se onstere whole 
_IU •• 08 it u rabl this forms a lihelterei a.nd delip.tf spot (0 

l' 

.. 
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tile moat heatthf6l 0 all recreationl. The farourite ~g plaoea pntle­
Ulen are the creek at the mouth of GrlUld Biver, awl a place alcmgaicle of the 
Tromelin c&UleWay. • 

h the neighbourhood 01 &ourg I was shewn a vf1rY periloua spot r 
I amusementl, in the moat romantic of aU ravines, s1Jl'l'OQtaded .,..every 
attn1R:tte of the abodel of the uacient Naiads. It is an ~&nishecl t~te de pont 

which the bold bathers plunge into the deep stream below, 'park at 
rolling rapidly,' and SooB breaking over a rugged ridge of rocb. The 
more than twenty feet, lUld almost equal to a leap from the Leucadiati' rock. 

The cenlua of 1846, as published in the local jo.urnals, gives the population 
of Mauritius as consisting.of 10722 males, and 53,864 femalea, an unus 
and in some respects injurious disproportion of sexes. Thi& indu ed the 
sidents andJ>irds of paasage, as well f8 the military orce of the island. 

Of the above 30,140 males aDd 25,831 females were classed under the 
head of general population, 28,142 males and 21,223 females, ex-appreptices 
or the remains of the old slave population, and 48,935 males, with ',310 
females, Indian population. The disproportion e ists in all classes, but is 
greatest, and likewise of most serio~ ~onsequence, among the coolies. It is 
needless to dwell upon the injurious influence or such a tate of aft'ain ; it is 
wonderful that it does not produce more crime and disorder t~ are own 
to result frolj.it, a fact which pleads strongly for the good government of 
the colony. 

Until the labourer is surrouuded by the influences that can alone reauit 
from the possession of a home of his own, he will be restless, errant £OM of. 
change, anxious to return to his birth-place, prone to the com . on of 
crime, and to acquire disorderly habits, and altogether le'8 useful than he 
would aud could become, were this important matter better regulated than 
it is at preaent. The colonial government is not to blame for a defect which 
has n felt, ac'knowleged, and deplored, by those most interested in the 
welfare and prosperity of the islancl. 

It would be worth while for some time to come, particularly as the local 
revenues are DOW in a health and flourishing state, to afford additional en­
conrage ent the migration of more numerous, and a better class of females 
at almoet any temporary _crifice. Were this to be done,. and the local au­
thori in Iadia to exhibit a direct and "more penoual interest in the snb­
ject of idlmigra on than ean be expected from the ex' 'nc system of man. 
agemetlt, the end woult\be one of u'naUoyed good.to both coUJU,ri.ee. othing 
can exce6d 'the jealous, uxious, aud scrupulous with." . 
ment of the M-auritius watahee over the int « and pr'!tects 1D~ 
immigrant. If anything, he is spoilt the ~ undue ,-01lDt of 
Ii eratipn I own to him an I haTe nOE the slighteat heei in ~ 
my conviction that pe is better paid, clothed, fed, ancl in e'ff1r1 '1 
'han in.y ~ of Ind" with which lam pe r ted. 
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The ~ faith and'philanthropy of the authorities or Pori Looi Me DOW 

10 well established, and the amount of wealth and. useful practical knowledge 
1f~eh the coolie can and doe. briug back to his home so well known, 

at general notification from the Government of India to t.be labouring 
populaao of thit ftlt over-peopled continent would, I am convinced, awaken 
af.to '00 and l'IJIidlJ &CC(DIlpliah all that could be wished or desired. A 
Ibnple DOtiJ:e in tha Temaoular language of the district, pointing out the 

r-.. ..... ~y, and other subjects connected with the condition of the immigrant, and 
mad 1mown by the civil officers throughout the cOUiltry, would spread the 
knowledge of the exiateace of such a means of bettering their condition, far 
and wide among the ryots of Hindustan. The Coles, Dhanpa, Bantala, and 
numberleu other tribes of sturdy, able-bodied labourers would, in all pro­
bability, readily em"bark in such an enterprize in much greater D\~bers, than 
they do at present, as the promulgation of its terms anti conditions by local 
officers known to and p088essing the confidence of the people, would operate 
88 a guarantee of ita t~h and trustworthiness. . 

The only point resp&!ting the coolie npon which I am disposed to quarrel 
with the uland chiefs fa the proposal to teach him French, as I have already 
remarked. I know of no sound principle of policy, utility, or aught else that 
ean jnstify or.sanction such a measure, and it cannot arise from a desire to ac-

Dire a qu.,stionable species of popularity with the Creoles, a proceeding so 
1IDbecoming a British statesman, that I should not for a moment venture to 
entertain or pl'GIPulga it. I have lived too long in France and among the 
French not · to fee the deepest sentiments of respect and admiration for 
many or their qualities as a nation second to none in some of the highest 
.attributes of civilization; but the genius of their language and liabits, their 
modes of thought and action, are quite unlluited for an English possession, 
hence I should be sorry to see their introduction encouraged by those whose 
first .'ty is to their own country. 

Although, as in India, and probably from very much the same causes, thp. 
ancient -sy tem of profuse and indiscriminate hospitality has disappeared 
from the Mauritius, ahe is still a laad of kindly feeling, generCWI aympathy, 
and bearty welcome to the stranger. No where are tlle amenitie~f social 
intercourse better undentood, more unostentatiously displayed, of more ia 
agreeable contrast to. tbe dull monotony, stiff formality, and disagreeable 
clau propensitiea . n society. 

The following bri and accurate description tbe island is taken from 
th ar 0JBce returns on the sickness and mortality among the troops lerv­
iDg in the M aritius. It c;onvey, a bet~er and re correct estimate of,tlaQ 
matters to w • re£ than By other authority I have met witb, and BO 

.. my 1m nal experience warrant. the expression 01 ah opinion, 
9PftI'I be tftI orihy, . 
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.. ftia w.d ill of irnp1ar an} IMpe, S6 mtlee 
breadth. with • • enent of nearly 1Wt' a · mWion 
Indian Ooem, &00 mUea to the eaat1riI.rt of ~lda!p&lCla!t 
the ialand of Bourbon, and liea in Lat. too 9' S.; Long. 

" From whatever quartet it approached tM up rt 11 aiJrllUbmy 
The land riaea tapidly from the coaat to the interior, 
taina from 1800 to 2800 feet in height, intenectiDg tbI 
cept towarcls the summit, theae are generally Niered ·tb wo~.". 
into deep ravinea, throuah which numerona rinJleta Dna their ;y 
terminate in about tW'enty small rivers, by which the ho of ~f 
,from the foot of the mountaWs to the Ilea. Tho!lSh, from i. ~OU'IltaiID.OIIII 
oharacter, a great part of the interior ia not: available for any J!Il!POl'e, 
plains several leagues in t1I'cumference are to be found in the higb!&Dd8~ valley 
88 well &8 along the ooast, most of the ground is well adafte either for ~ ord.ina.!Y pur­
poses of agriculture, or for raising any deaoription of troSica1 produce. ~naive foreats, 
IItill cover a consid8ra.ble portion of the diatriot. of Maha , the Savanoa, and Flacq, and 
in the centre of the island are several small Jabs, but nei ,of theee ageDciell 8eem to 
exert any material influenoe on the climate. 

" The sou iA many parte is exceedingly rich, consisting either of a black ve~ble mould, 
or a bed of stiff olay of oonsiderable depth; oooaeionally the oI&y if"found mised with hon 
ore and, .e debris of volcanio rook. In the neighbourhood of Port Louis, tald generally 
in the immediate vioinir!ii,~f the sea, there is but a scanty oov~ of light maMe BOil over 
a r&ky surface of co . e formation. The wbole eoast it surrounded by reefs of coral, 
with tlie exoeption of a few o'ponings through which veBaels pproaoh the IIhore, and at 
theae points the diflerent military posts for the defence of the ialand have been -'blished. 

" There is a marked difference ill the climate of this islan in' dil'erent sitwipn8, the 
windward side enjoying a lower temperature by several degrees than the leeward, owing 
to the cooling influence of the south-east breeze which prevails during most of the year. 
The vicinity of the mountains also exerts very considerable influence oa the Ilumidity ; 
and great varieties of temperature are eXJ>Orienced, according to the different d~ of 
elevation attain BO that at Mob and Plains Wilhelms. in tlui high regioDII of the mt.ri 
firea are often necessary, when at Port Louis, though but two or three leagues distant. 
heat is exceBBive. The following table 8hows the range of the tbermo.r and fan 01. 
at the capital :-

Temperature. 

Average of 10 years. 1826 to 18340, in- Ave~e of' 
Months. {ears 1 28 to elusive. 834., incluaive. 

Maximum. Medium. Minimum. Inchea. 

88" 83° 78° 6.14 
88 83t . 78t 6063 
87 83 78t 9.63 
85 sot 76 6.86 
83 78 73 8.4.9 
82 ~!t 71 .78 
79 ro 1.37 
78 740 70 1.040 
80 

~ 
76 71 .76 

840 80 72 • .403 
79 740 US 

87 81 75 1.S7 

Ammal 
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. ja neC'ly tlae 1alD8, though, being to the 80Uthward of the line, the 8easons are PeT • 
fUDIDler ~ctiDg from October tG Ajlril, and winter duriD~ th relt of tho year. c 
JWID:cipal '!P9' 8eMOD. ill from the end of December to the begmning of April, but showers 
are ~ueat at all timet, partioularly in the high grounds and vieinity of the mountains. 

'.i)i ~ wi:nda are UoDllOutJi-east to south, and from norih-eut to·north. Eas­
terly wiMa .., rare. and uaually accompanied ~ heavy rain ; thoBe from the weat are alao 
J 0 ~ COIIIIIlOlh and aeMrally broken by long calma. Hurricanes are of frequent 

oocmrreDOt, aM cnate,peat ClevaatatiOl1, . much ]018 of life, but do not ap~ar to exercile 
any decide(l in1l\lODoe 011 the heJltb; ne:v principally occur in January, February and 
MatCh, when, In t.his CIlimaf;e., the greateet degree of heat ill combined with the greatest 
moillture. They have often been obaefvei to commence about the change of the moon, but 

·ti e connectio~ by ever been eatabliahed betwcen their prevalence and any me-
teorologiCal phenomd." 

The following is th~ average of the observations of three subsequent years, 
18406, 1847 and 1850, \he two former taken by M. Bousquet, a careful and 
scientific obserf'er. They are for the level of Port Louis, and consequently the 
hat is Beven or eight degrees higher than at Moka, or the frooly exposed 
positionB of the windward aspect of the i land. 

Barometer. Thermometer. 
January 1846. .......... 800 07 ... . ..... . 850 40 

1847, •• ... .. .... 300 05 ....•. .... 850 40 
1850, ..... '" 290 94 .......... 81 0 10 

A cyclotre was experienced towards the latt~r end of the last mentioned* 
period, passill§ N. E. to S. W. but on the northward of the Mauritius, tra-
1'811ing from the directions referred to, and passing N. W. and W. of Bour­

It was accompanied with much rain, and some electric phenomena. 
February 1846, .......... 290 92 .......... 860 75 

1847. . ........ 290 99 ...... .... 830 00 
1850 ...... , ... 290 98...... ... 830 30 

There was a gale also in this month with are abundant down-pour of 

rain. * 
March 1846, .......... 300 40 ...... . ... 860 50 

1847. .. ...... •• 300 08 .. .. .. . ... 840 00 
1850 ........... 290 92 .......... 810 40 

Beautifully clear weather and gentle showers.* 
April 1846........... 800 07 ...• .. .... 840 20 

1847. • • • • . • . . .• 30':' 07 ••••.•.•.• 830 57 
1859. .. .. . • . ... 800 06 ........ .. 800 8 

A very fine month: IODle b~iant meteors Been. * 
May f8t6 ........... 300 10 .......... 820 75 

1847..... ... .. 300 15 .......... 7t1° 98 
850, .......... 300 12 .... .. •• •• 780 50 

her clear .d fine-very little rain, and hQaVY deW' at night. CQ 
I8UOIi oolllJDeDeed •• 

June 1846........... 3 •• .. •• .• .• 720 80 
1847, •• •• .. .... 30" 17 .. •• .. .... 7f)0 60 
860,.. 300 19 .. .. •• .. •• 750 70 

• T1a_ DOIu 01 the ".tller rlfer. to I 
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cool, pleasant month, with a moderate amount of raio, and heavy dew 
during those nights in which W. and N. W. winds blew. 

July 1846........... 800 20 • ........ 720 80 
1847. .... .. .. •• 800 16 . •.• 74027 
1850. .... .. .... 800 28 ......... . 780 33 

Constantly fair with a few passing show~. 
August 1846 ........... 300 26 ........ .. 74040 

1847. .• •• .. .. . . 800 29 ......... . 720 75 • 
1850 •... , .• .. .. 300 24 ......... . 730 06 

Sky rather clouded. and gentle showen almost daily. 
September 1846, .......... 300 20 ......... . 750 50 

1847, .• •• •• •• .• 800 22 ......... . 740 21 
o 1850, .••••••••• 300 18 ••.••••••• 740 00 

Much rain, wind, squally. .and variable, and many meteors seen. 
October 1846 .......... 300 14 ...... 1"... 800 71 

1847, .. ........ 300 22 .......... 740 31 
1850, .......... 800 19 .......... 770 05 

LitUe rain and much drought, wind variable-several meteon seen. 
November 1846, .......... 300 18 . ......... 820 10. 

1847, .......... 300 16 .......... 790 08 
1850, .......... :J00 17 ......... 800 06 

General drought. 
December 1846, .. .. •• • ... 300 08 .0........ 840 40 

1847, .......... 800 08 .......... 820 09 
1850, .......... 300 06 .......... 830 01 

Wind variable, scarcely any rain, and a gale passed at a diatance. 
The mean average of the barometer for 1846 was so- 11 and of 1847, 

SOO 07 ; the mean average of the thermometer for the same years was respec-
tively 800 71 and 780 SO. . 

A hurricane occurred in February 1850, and was at its greatoest height 
from noon to one o'clock of t~e day of observation. 

The observations for 1850 were calculated by M. Regnaud, in the obser. 
vatory of Port LOftis, and are ·published in a tabular form, with a broken 
period of 1849 and 1851 in Bolton's Mauritius Almanac for the latter year. 
In the column of remarks it is noted that" ~e observ tions were taken. at 
10 P. II. daily upon. the thermometer in. the clock of the baervatoI'f. It is 
also mentioned in the same place' that the avenge heat in the town elae e, 
waa me deirees greater than ill the placlt where the observations were mad 
and recorded. 

The lJlean annual temperatUJe of ltome is 600 70; of aplel 610 40; of 
Nice 590 48 ; of Malta 670 80 ; of Madeira a 96; of the hill cliitricta 01 

Ion. 700 18; of Port acklDn. (N. S. W.) 620891 of Port Philip (N" 8. .) 

• • 



109 

590. 58; of Auckland, New Zealand 580 4S; of Ootacamund in the N eilgher .. 
ries 5~ 28. Taking the climate of Mob and the higher parts of the MauritiUl 
to be BeVen or eight degrees lower than that of Port LouisJ the mean tem­
per&ture of the coolest parts of the island will be somewhat higher than that 
of MaltaJ and nearly .. low as that of the JUll districts of Ceylon. 

The Manrittua must certainly be among the healthiest portions of the 
earth (or EQlOpeanI, it immunity from some of the most severe and danger­

~_ dieea .. of other couutries be taken as an evidence of salubrity. To 
the druD.ken and depraved there is no safety in auy climateJ and theT are as 
liable there as elsewhere to pay the penalty of their folly and vices, but for 
thOle who lead well.regulated livesJ and are posseased of the means of living in 
comfortJ the ChanCel of prolonged existence are as great in the Mauritius as 
.in the m08t favoured .ns of the globe. • 

The formidable types of Indian fever are nearly unknown, and th08e of 
Euopean character are 80 mild as to be le88 severe and fatal than in any 
other place in the world rn which British troop. are quartered. The mortality 
of t'b.oae attaeJr.ed is lelll than 1 per Clent., and when the reckles8 habits of 
European. JC)ldiery, from whom the calculation is madeJ is taken into account, 
it i. an i.di putable proof of the singular healthine8s of the cJiQlate, depen. 
dent in lOme cJegree al.o upon the absence of most oC the causes of a class of 
disease too well and fatally known in India. 
. Diseases of the lungs are sufficiently frequent in .occurreuce, but with the 
exception of consumption, are neither very severe nor fatal to those who are 
ordinarily prudent. The mildness of the climate, the purity of the air, and 
the very moderate range of the thermometer satisfactorily account for this, 

The dift'erence of temperature between the windward and leeward sides of 
the island enables the invalid, in lOme measure, to choose his own climate in 
pulmonary aft'ectiOBS ; but it is notJ on the whole, ranked so high as Madeira, 

. Li8bon, and lOme part. of the south of France, as a sanitarium for those 
aiBicted with luch maladies. 

PTsentery and liver disease are among the most formidable complaints of 
the colonT, but, 10 far as I could learnJ theT are more justly attributable to 
the habit. of tlae soldieryJ than to the inllucnce of climate 8.9d exposure to 
elevated~. Oficel'l" and the white civil inhabitants, acoording to 
the war office I J .utrer "but little from them, the mortality from all 
causes at a caneaponding period of life not being greater than what occurs 
among the tllOOPll diaeaaea of the bowels alone." Although the 
-.~ from India. ad the nne climate of the Mauritius will undoubtedly -..te beDeAciallT upo 'nvalida have suft'ered from the maJadies re· 
ferrecI to, in aDY part of' I I .liouId strongly recommend their 
.. orti1Jl~~·l1a ptefereace to the 4ustralian colonies, which exercise a much 
more d mar tract in restoring health in such cues. 
. .chplfrt. appears only- to have vi.ited ~. abode of health twice, ad at .. 

Q 
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though it waa milder in eharacter than in almost any r place in ich 
it has ever appeared, exhibited not a single feature of coutagion In its eoune, 
and was tractable in treatment if taken in hand sotJiciently early, it Itas left 
behind it a most absUrd amonnt of dread in the mfu.ds of 'the Creole popula­
tion. The lndicrous and unmRQly degree in which thi. iI exhibited when 
any ship cOntaining, or supposed to contain this arch.fiend ofep .. dora's box, 
approaches the port, is one of the most painful exhibitions of Quman weak­
ness that I have ever heard of. It seem. to be useless to reason w4h tll.mII~1IIIIIII 
on the snbject-they are alike proof against argument and common hbmanity 
in the matter. Invalids wishing to visit the colony should be very.,..-eful to 
ascertain that the ship carries a elean bill of health, or they will be subj~ed 
to the discomfort and annoyance of quarantine in one of its most repulaive 
and disagr~eable forma. 

With the exception of the brain fever of drunkards, diseases of the brain 
and nervous system are not more common than in the healthiest parts of 
Europe. Hydrophobia is said to be very frequent, but can scarcely be consi. • 
dered a disease of climate. Rheumatic and other complaints are infinitely le88 
eevere and frequent than in India; so that upon the whole, with the excep­
tions mentioned above, I consider the Mauritius to be adtnirably adapted to 
restore health from the majority of Indian dilleases to whichcEuropeans are 
liable, and for which change of climate is neceasary. 
. It is, on the ther hand singularly fatal, as is Reumon, to the Negrtt race. 
It does not appear to be particularly un~lthy to Indian labourers, but I 
have not seen sufficient data on the subject to enable me till form a definite 
'opinion on this point. ( 

The majority of those with whom I came in contact were robust and auch 
more healthy and vigorous looking than they are in their own country. Out 
of a return batch of nearly three hundred who came up to Calcutta in.the 
ship with me, there was only one lickly looking individual, and he was more 
lean aud lanky than positively unhealthy. 

From a statement of mortality among tlte Indian immigrants during the 
years 1845,46 and 47, published in one of the Mauritius journals, and said 
to have been compiled from official documents, there appear to have died, in 

Men. Women. Children. 
1845.. . .. .. . .. .. . ... 1283 127 .at' 
1846.. . . . . .. .. .. .... 797 121 4l\ 
IfW7. • .. . . • . .. .. .... 530 75 18 

The number of new immigrants in the colony on the bt ()f laJluary . , 
fUI gi'f8D by the same authority, was .,865 men, 7,865 WOJDen~ and 3,887 
children. If theBe numbers reprQlent -approximation to t:b.e whole 1l1UD-

ber in the island at the time, the mortality is high, and the' not 
much more adapted for Asiatica than it is for At'ri But, as I y 
mentioned, I should not have arriTed at thil eo aiou Crom t'beir ~ 
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en Hell at work on th estates, ILnd in the absence of positive data 
ature of the diseases to which they are . ble, it would -be bo 

to give any decided opinion. It would be well, however, for the ~v~rnment 
of Itldia teetill for an exact return of mortality, with its causes, from the very 
commencement at the introduction of Indian labouren, to set so ilDportant a 
question at relit. ' 

In 1818, ,. Y. Tiedeman discovered a mineral spring, chalytieate in cha. 
ter, on the heights of the Champ de Lort, adjoining the Champ de Man. 

In comPosition and effects it was lIaid to be fully equal to some of the hel. 
tenham springs. 

It appears to have been neglected of late years, although its most recent 
aaalysis as given bt a Dr. Watson, would shew that it is capable of being very 
useful in those diaeaaes for which such remedies are suited. • 

1£ correct, his result is as follows, the quantity analysed bcing a quart of 
the chalybeate. 

Carbonate OfL~agnesia, } .. •......•.. ..• .... 5.50 
" "lme, ...... 

Chloride of Sodium, . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . •. .. .. 50.00 
" " Magnesium, .......•... . .. ~ . . . . . . . 6.00 
" • "Lime,.... . .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. 7.75 

Sulphate of Magnesia, . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 82.00 
" " Lime, .....•.. :.......... •..... 6.25 

o 'de of Iron, ........•...•..••....... •. . . . . .75 
Silica" • • • • . . . . . . . . • . . • . • . . . • • • • . . • • . . • • • • . . 1. 75 

V cry reCently at a meeting of the Mauritius Medical Society of Emulation, 
held on the 15th of January of the prellent year, a report was presented by a 
special commission upon the discovery of a new mineral spring at Long 

ountain. It is at a distance- of about two leagues and a half from Port 
Louis, and would seem to have been long known to the iuhabitants of the 
place under the name of Ruisseau Rose. 

It is easily acoeuible il1' carriages, and situated in a pretty and pictures­
que part of the country, dotted with small low hills covered with fruit and -
forest trees. 

The source of supply is represented to be tolerably abundant, the air of 
the locality pure -.d salubrious, the lituation cool and shady, and to posses 
all the adjuncts neeeu to the formation of a sanitarium 0 stipe' or c 
racter. 

properties of the water are~, as if correctly reported, will certainly 
~ it a valuable c1ieov the spring it is aaid to be very limpid, 

and to have ather pleasant taste, which lubsequently 
s.typtic. 

its specifi vity 1001. When expoaed to 
~ome time, anll at the en "Of a few 

• 
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un j)recipitatet aD. c;dIry aediment. i. as uoe,rtIi.a1il 
rooute of iron held in _ation by an e celli of free 

The following' it.. composition :-
Fa thousand grammea contaiuing oxide of iron held in solu. 

tion by cess of carbonic acid, ..... .................. ~ • 
Cbloride IOdillm, . • .. • ................... ~ . . . . . . . . . '. 

ea.lcium, .•...............................•••.. 
II magtlellUDl, • • . . • • .. •••••...............•.... 

ulphate of Magnesia, ..•....•...............•....••.•.. 
" lime, ...... . ' ................................. . 

CarbQll&te of magnesia, .............................. " .... . 

" 
li~, ...................................... ',' 

Silica, ...... , .......................................... . 

15.000 
20.025 

5.02Q.. 
1>.Ol9 
5.024 
5.005 
5.030 
0.040 
5.012 

Gummy matter, a trace, .................................. . 
• ..... ~-M~ 

82.boom. 
speaking of Salazie, I have already referred to the extreme value aud 

efficacy of its chalybeate.aten. Should lubaequent observati9n and pe. 
rience pl'Qve that the commission have marte no mistake in t~e matter, and 
there is no ground for a contrary supposition, it will be an additional source 
of attraction .d benefit of no mean magnitude to invalids from India. 
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CIYLOK. 

IT would he unpardonable in a notice of the Sanitaria for invalids from 
Hin tap to be found in the Indian Ocean, to omit aU mention of the nearest, 
most acc~l~ and beat known of them .u-the renowned Lanka of Hindu 
fable, the land of pp.arlll and cinnamon, known to Greeks and barbarians, 
and celebrated for centuiiea in legend and romanoe. 

Situated within the tropic of Cancer between the 5th and 10th parallels of 
·North Latitude, a little more than a thousand miles from Calcutta, is Ceylou, 
one of the mOlt fertile and beautiful isl ds ~ the whole prld. Supposed 
.at· one time to have formed an integral portion of the vast continl:nt from 
which it it I8parated by a very brief interval, it may without much stretch 
of imapnaUon be said to belong to India. 
. With ita geography, history, 8tatis' and politics I. have nothing to say, 
.mee all these matters have been ably discussed by many who -had better 
meana of acquiring accurate information than I posse88ed, and who were more 
fitted to do ju tiee to ch a task. My sole object is to record. few brief 
IUlIlormda regarding ita advantages as n resort for those in JCal'Ch of health, 
.aDd IIlf rem_b "Dluat be brief, II there reibainl but little spare space for 

~.~Cllll of my f rough I 

he m-.u of Ceylon little Deed be mentioned .~ .. 
bon. to that the magnificent vessels of the Peninsular and 

~lIDlp&lllY .;w.,.·;'lI.e port of Galle every mODtb, and will ere long, 
.a1I1ith mmunication with that place. I have no • ~fl\8Yed 
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man, timea i those Boating cutlet, an(l found them 88 (ID rlect 
in th • internal economy and arrangement8, aa can· bQ expected or de . 
To J>leaee every taBte is roverbially' mpossible. I have not yet seen any j 
or reasona.ble ground for complaint, and con . der the steamers in esti to 
be well ted to -earry invalida in comfort aud eafety to their d manon. 

The angea I womd recommend are, a diminution ifl the rates of 
putage m to enable penon of 8mall -meana to parlak at. advan~s 
now denied to them, a re8ult that I am convinced would ult4Jnate1y be pra­
fitable to the liberal company to whi,ch is now entru8ted t~e comDiand of 
be steam navigation of the eastern 8eas; and to a the ply of 

wines and spirits, each penon paying for his o~ consumption, as in the 
case of the American Ocean Steamers. • 

The .emgen of the (eat-and-swill' family who frequent the-.IooDl of t\e 
vessela· are very numeron8, and their ( grog-swig' prope ities great uder the 
existing system, which also entails the disadvantage of the disciples of her 
Matthew paying for the libations of the worshipperS of the rosy god. The 
result is neither pleasqt nor profitable to the majority of passengers b tile 
overla1ld route, as it is somewhat facetiously denominated. 
• The chief defect in the constrnction of these fine Te88els, is in the pnportant 
department of ventilation, to which it is to be hoped that, in fllture, a 1argel: 
amount of attenjon will be paid. With the powerful machinery at commancl 
whenever the steam is up, there can snrely be no greatbr insuperable mechani­
cal difficulty in forcing an abundaut supply of pure, fresh air, .into very 
.habitable space of the ship. 

GA.LLE, or Point. de Galle, as it is most commonly-called, is now the chief 
port-of Ceylon, and the place of disembarkation fol' all travellers from India 
and England. It is situated in Lat. 60 0'59" N. and Long. 800 17' 2" E. 
and P08SesS81 a pretty and safe harbour, capable of containing and shelter­
ing vessels of e largest t ag The entrance to the bay is rendered 
somewhat difficult, particular dunng the S. W. 'MoBl\oon, by sunken rocks, 
but these are so well known, and so easily avoided, that accidents rarely." if 
ever, happen. The first view of the fort, town, light-house, and surrounding 
hilla clothed in the most dense aud luPriant of tropical vegetation is extre!D8-
If pretty sud picturesque. 

The landing is generally safe and easy, either in broacl boats of European 
-design and nstruction, or the quaiIrt, eranky-looki g native crart., appear­
ing .. if they were scooped out of the trunk of "large tree, and protected 
by an unsightly, but very efficient out-rigger. The landillg p aCe is a wooclea 
jetty, at the end of wbich are the cus_- use and, it. appendagee. The 
.chief portion of the town is placed withm tort, a IIlOIt un . 1 Dutch . 
structure, IOmewhat ont of keeping with the pleasant ~,· .. _tted 
by the bay, yet poueuing an air of substan • ttei'-of-.faljllli61irli 
,charaet c of the famous people to whom it ow 
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. The entrance to the fort is through a dilapi , donjon-' b, areW gatt­
way, immediately in front of which is the guard honse. The streets are oar­
tow, in some places steep, and in all elOle, crowded, ill-ventilatf)d, and not 
pariicularly captivating. 
. The hotels are' donbtless convenient, but dirty ana ill-supplied, with little 
to tempt a tttveller to prolong his acquaintance with them. The boarellng 
ho~es are \letter, and pmerablct for those compelled, or desirous to take up 
t~ir abode in sQCh a pent-up prison. 

The lamparts are pretty, and afford an agreeable morning and evening walk. 
The old Dutch hGWIet, church, and residence for the Governor are neither 

ornamental nor re~arkable, the only really striking object in the place be­
ing the light-house, .. graceful iron strncture of recent origin. 

The neigh~ourhood of Galle is extremely pretty, particular~ the green 
hills by which it is surrounded, some of which command extensive and de­
lightful P1'Olpectl, and are crowned by commodious and comfortable bunga-

o loWi. The beat is that ~f Dr. Garstin, on the highest hill, called Erinhoro by 
au JlibernilUl OOD'Uption of its vernacular patronymic. It is admirably 
adapted as an intermediate sanitarium for invalids from Indilr, who reqnire 
IIe& air and a tboderate change of climate, without resorting to the Dlore 
decided depreuion of the hill stations. The bungalow itself is roomy, well 
collBtructed, and has attached to it every: convenience in the shape of out­
hOUleS, with an excellent garden, and a good road, both from the fort to the 
hill, &Dd from the base to the summit of the elevation. It is, I believe, for 
.. Ie at a moderate price, and ought to be secured for Calcutta denizens who 
wish to run down for a brief stay without visiting the interior. 

One of the most pleasant excursioDl in the neighbourhood of Galle, is to 
the missionary station at Baddygamma on the Gindura river. .The station 
OOMists of a tolerably handsome chureh, with schuol" IUld residences for the 
miMionaries attached. It is upon the summit of a lofty hill at the foot of 
which runa the river, and it commft.1lda one of the finest views in the i nd. 
It haa been likened to the view from Richmond, but is more extensive, 
variegat&i, alld the country covered with a luxuriance of gracoful vegeta­
tion to be seen only in tl'Opical region .. 

Tlae eomm1Hlication between Galle, Colombo, and Kandy, is b~ meant of 
mail ceaebea, with fiat roMs, 4pen aidea secured with canvas curtains, and 
very Jlarti unyieldmg. springs. The mail stlU.'te at gun-fire every morning, 
&ad reaches 001 0 at or Ii in the afternoon, the distance traversed 
being about 72 lIlilei. The pace is good throughout, and the road excel.. 
lout. Por Qae greater part Gf the ay it akirt&- alonr the sea-ahore, lined 

ooc,... .. t palma, which here .uriah in extreme luxuriance; in i'a9t.it _.11 '!Ill' u • .WJ the members or this elegallt .oriental family had originally 
_.IfIW~.IJ1$· tbe lOW' ~ Oeyloo, so .numerous and varied are they at 
-every pep aDd iD. aU diiectiOJlB. TbUe &Fe .ubstautial, and oocali 
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handsome bric1gee over numerous riven that water tbis fertile 
portion of the ialand. In lOme plaoea, before emptying themaelves into the 
..,.., they expand into small lakes, he banks of which are pictureaque frca· 
the deDJ8 BIld brilliant foliage that linea to the very water'a..edge. 
. There are eeveral reat hoUlel, 81 the road. ide inDi are here called, 
along the • They are far superior in co.venience and "'err other re. 
8pect to the dawk bungalows of India. • 

The beat of them is said to be at Bentotte, the half-waJ' 8tation, w]up 
travelleR breakfast. It is celebrated for oysteR, which I strong1y· recom­
mend every one who is. not endowed with the' dura e88Ol'lDD iHa' moat 
carefully to eschew, as they are extremely unwholeaome, and have little of 
the genuine flavour of the European variety to reoommend them. The 
bridge at BlntOtte i, one of the malt lubstantial and elegalit.8tructultra on 

. the road; a portion of it had been carried away at the time of my mit, and 
we crossed in a large ferry boat near the aite of the old bridge. 

One of the prettiest places on that line is Caltura, about 25 miles tro-­
Columbo: it haa a rest-house, not mUch frequented, an verr edraorc1i1Ul1'1 
looking wooden bridge over the -Gunga, which is here exceedingiy 
broad. . This is one of the routes by Ratnapoera to Adam's Peak, a place 
which I regret infinitely having been unable to visit, particulal'ly duriDl the 
pilgrimage in March, when it il certainly one of the wonden of the world. 

The country fetween C8.Itura and the capital is full of beauty, and improves 
as you advance to Pantura, the next stage, between which and Colombo, the 
road was dusty and disagreeable, the only object of interest being the old 
cinnamon gardens, which had a neglected, parched, nnpoetical appearance, 
very different from the popular notiODI associated with the habitat of this 
fragrant lubstance. 

Colombo is approached through An extended suburb called Colpetty, where 
the road is, ou either hand, lined with handsome bungalows, until it open. 
out on the Galle face of the fort. This in my estimation is the prettie.t view 
of the place; on it are the race course and stand, to the left the sea, and on 
the right the lake and Slave island, forming on the whole as agreeable a proe .. 
pect as can be afforded by a city built on a level plain. 

The Q1ieen'l Hoose, public offices, barracks for the European eorpI and 
artillery, the light-house, public library, medical museum, hoapiWa, aU in 
fact all sttnctures of importance, are placed within t e fort. The public 
buildings are mean and shabby. The only object worth g, as far as beaut,' 
of design r execution is con , is the statue of Sir w~rd Bames. 
. The principal hotel at Golombo" wh' faces the Poit Office, is near the 
libJ'IU'Y and Queen's House, and occupies OM of the best positiQna' the tow. : 
it is a large and tolerably well managed establishment, m charpt, 
and clean. The bed. rooms are, however, close ... tl 1 

gemeata not particnlarly well suited (or a tro}tIaal c~ 
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The moat interesting objects at Colombo are the cinnamo garden, the 
prison, probably the finest institution of the kind in the ElUlt, the library, 
ad the rooms of the chamber of commerce. The Oriental Bank is the moat 
imposing looking structure in the town. The lunatic asylum and pauper 
hospital are highly creditable institutions, both under charge of young men 
educated in th~ Calcutta Medical College. It would be difficult, in any 
country, to fi.d similar establishments more skilfully and creditably manllged . 
~ol0'ibo is a hot, disagreeable place, at which I recommeud travellers to 

remain as short a time as possible. KaDdy is the next point to be attained, 
and to it a mail coach runs daily, the fare being ~ 2-10, the ame as from 
Galle to the capital. The distance is also the same. A very small amount 
of luggage is allowed, all in excess of which is charged at the rate of two pence 
a pound w~ight. The first part of the road i not particularl, interesting, 
except perhaps at the bridge of boats, which is a singular and safe structure. 

A little more than ¥If way is Ambapussa, with an excellent re t-house 
for breaking the fast of trll.velJers j the up and down coaches usually meet 
thr. The ground now begins to rise and the scenery to change in charc1-cter 
until the Kadooganava Pass is reached, the road through which is a magni­
ficent memorial of engineering skill, equal, if not superior, to any Roman 
remain of tbe same kind and character. The following description of the 
Bcene is take.n from a small brochure published at Galle, and supposed to'be 
written by a very grave, sober, steady, anti-poetical specimen of the genus 
pedagogue. ".Here the path winds round the face of a mountain, so that, 
in Bome places there is a perpendicular descent from the road side of many 
hundred feet. Fearful as the way is on the one side, it seems equally so on 
the other, as the towering hills on your left seem to threaten every instant 
to fall 'and crush you in their ruins. The ehormous trees with stems bare 
of brapches to' the height of fifty or si ty feet, are sometimes beautifully 
festooned with jungle creepers. The higher you ascend the grander the view 
becomes, until about the middle of the pass where the scene may be viewed 
in all its enchanting splendour. Impetuous mountain streams rush flow; 
m, o'er the rocky bed, threatening every iustant to sweep'" away the 
Blender bridge on which you stand. In front the mountain descends in one 
unbroken line to a verdant, circular plain, enclosed on eery sile by hills 
radiating from it as from a centre. These lesser hills are backed ' by enor­
mobl mountains, some clothcd to their summits with virgin forests, while 
otlaers shoot up their bare and tugged tops above the trees. One of the hills 

• beaN. triking resemblance to Arthur's seat, near Edinburgh, and the 
lik_eM it rendered more complete from its being surmounted by the 'figure 
of Jacad. scene is grand, and at the same time pleuing, as .the 

the co~ing of tile. wild doves, their notes being Bome-
81 bY the ihrill cry of the beauti(ully-plumed wood-pecker, 

• the c;l-, ata:ttinI whistle of lome latge hawk." 
B 
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The above, far from bemg exaggerated J gives a · very faint idea of the 
beauty and grandeur of the scene, of which it is quite impossible to convey 
any clear or accurate impression witMut the aid of the pencil. 

At the top of the pass is a Tuscan pillar and pedestal, crowned by an un­
sightly urn, forming a monument to t.he memory of Captain Dawson of the 
Royal E~gineers, the officer by whom the road was planned ·and cut-itself 
the proudest testimony of his skill and perseverance. • 

Within a short distance from Kandy, which is now at hand, is a lery Bin. 
gular bri'llge of Satin wood, spanning the Mabawelli Gunga, the largest of 
the Ceylon rivers. It is nearly as much aslant as the leaning tower of 
Pisa, yet seems tolerably firm and steady. There was .little water in the 
bed of the stream, when 1 crossed it in February and March, but when full, 
I can imagiue it to be a -very grand, roaring, irresistible cataract .• 1t has once 
or twice, I was told, risen very nearly to the level of the bridge. 

A little beyond the Peradenia Bridge is the botanical garden bearing the • sll.nfe name, covering a large space of ground, and kept in excellent order. 
It contains many rare and beautiful specimens of the singularly vaped 

vegetation of this prolific island, and is well deserving of more than a single 
visit. Most of the plants are identified and labelled, a great convenience 
to all who visit such places. 0 

The a~roach to Kandy from this side is certainly pretty and pleasing, 
although, with the exception of the Pavilion, and the old Cingaleae temple 
and relics, there are few striking buildings in it. 'I. 

The cool, refreshing atmosphere that greets the traveller as soon as the 
dust of the road is left behind, is singularly grateful after the heat of the 
lower part of the island. . 

KANDY the capital of the central province and country-residence of the 
Governor, is situated in a beautiful and fertile valley 1467 feet above the 
level of the sea. It is surrounded by picturesque hills in every direction, 
and from the elevlloted points in its vicinity, magnificent views of the surronnd­
ing valleys may be obtained. There are curious old native building in the 
place, which are more remarkable for historical associations, than for any 
claims of (their own to beauty. The temple containing Budds'. tooth, the 
old hall of audience converted in~o a police court, the ancient palace occu­
pied as his private residence by the government agent, and the summer 
retreat OD the lake, now used as a magazine, are the chief of the reliel re-
ferred to. • . 

The finest building in the place, and indeed in the whole ieland, which is 
remarkable for the meanness and insignificance of its pubijc edifiCes, is the 
pavilion built by Sir Edward Barnes. It is well placed ill. a ~ park laiel 
out and cultivated aa a garden, and frQID most of the height • ita riciJft1 
forDis a picturesque object. • 

The hoUse is of a brilliant white colour, and COJlltruc~ 10m t ia the • 
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Anglo-oriental style of architecture, with vCI'undalls and colonnades. Behind 
it is a lofty hill, along the side of which to near its summit a fine road has 
been scarped, broad enough for a carriage to pass up, and so easy in its gra_. 
dients as to be surmounted without the smallest difficulty. It is caUed Lady 
Horton's walk,.and from different points of it striking views are obtained of 
the Mnhswelli-Gwlga winding through the deep, densely wooded, magnificent 
Doombera va'ney, with the Kunckles lind various other, lofty hills in the dil-

. tati'ce, latH on returning to the pavilion face of the hill, Kandy with its lake 
is seen lying in the hollow. 

There are two hotels at "Kandy, of which the" best is Albert's Boarding 
House, facing the !leen, with the lake to its right hand side. It i an ex­
ceedingly good establishment for Bachelors, but has scanty accommodation 
for ladies. -The public library, which is placed on the very margin of the 
lake, opposite the temple, is also an excellent institution, and most liberal 

• in t e bestowal of its privileges. 
The principal ride and drive is around the lake, which is surrounded by a 

go.!, broad, even road, and on the lower side is protected by a massive stone 
parapet, with a shaded walk for foot passengers. 

Honse rent and servants are dear at Kandy, the bazar is well supplied, jun­
gle equipme~ts of all kinds are procurable, and it "is the central point of 
reunion fot the planters scattered t~roughout the province. The branch 
of the Oriental Bank established there, is a very convenient institution, and 
like aU th~ offs!loots of that sub tantial corporation, is so well managed as to 
be of the greatest use to travellers and others who are unwilling to carry 
any large amount of money about the country with them. 

From its height above the ltl el of the sea, variously given as from 1467 
" to 1670 feet, the latter probably the most correct estimate, Kandy cnjoys 1\ 

corresponding diminution of temperature, but is Habl til considerable local 
variation in the range of heat, and at the close of each monsuOD is vi ited 
by frequent fogs. It rains more .or less during every month of the year, t.he 
fall :being heaviest at the beginning of the monsoons. 

'l'he following table of the temperature and fall of rain during the tllrce 
years noted, is from the late Inspector Genen! Heury MarshaW work on 
the Medical Typography of the island. 

-

.2 
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. 'Months. 

January, .... 
February, ... 
March, ....... tlril, ......... 

ay, ........... 
June, .......... 
July, ........... 
August, ...... 
September, . 
October, ..... 
November, . 
December, .. 

1 0 

Higbest Lowest 
Temperature. TemperatUl'f' 

I 
1817 1818 1819 18171818 1819 

\

Greatest varia- ~ . I . . ~ . 
tion in 24 0 5/ F~ of pain mol: 

'uou.... 8 Q.) mchell. iii 8! 
.". .. >. ..= ~ 

1----;-- I~ CQ ! • 51 CQ 

1\ \ :~ \ .;l 
181718181819"i i '1818 8191820\'~ Q) 

"$1lS ~lt 
"5 § .:; § 
I:> 

r---
80 80 80 67 60 53 
80 81 84 68 62 57 
80 82 87 68 61 53 
831 84 87 69 64 63 
84 84 84 70 63 67 
79 83 83 67 70 68 
78 82 81 70 66 68 
80 81 84 67 68 68 
81 80 84 67 69 68 
78 78 83 68 68 65 

9 -:--:--:-1 2/
w
-l-:- 4-llf 

9 15 22 15 1 -h 3y\ IT'w-
11 19 17 16 ~ ~lf 4 5/lf 
10 20 18 16 5/ol1T~ 7-h 8 
11 21 15 16 -.A 6h 5 4,\-
11 11 15 12 6-.A 2T\-14~ 7 y''rf • 

'1 12 12 10 9~10~ 6h 9 
9 1

10
2 • 15 12 6h 8h 4T\ ~h 

10 15 12 7T'w- 8llf 5-h ~-h 

78 0 82 67 63 61 
80 80 82 68 61 64 

9 9 15 11 15 6-h 9,\ 10/lf 
11 11 20 14 9..\ 7-h, 4,\ 7 
10 17 17 15 _6_\"8~12t\ 12-h 

I Total, . ... ... ... " ... .. ". 74/
lfj

84/lf 87 y\ 82/Jr 

The sun nuring the day-time is occa ionally oppressive, b~t th mornings 
and evenings are always cool and pleasant, from the breeze blowing through 
the gorges of the hills surrounding the valley. 

Fever and dysentery are the most prevalent and intractable diseases to 
which it is liable, and are most probably chiefly due to the malaria dise~gaged 
in the lower part of tbe valley, whicb is still in some degree a swamp: the 
great variation of temperaturc is also injurious. The upper PlU't of the valley 
is well drained by the lake, and the residences upon its border and along the 
face of the steep hillllkirting it are pleasant and healthy. Upon the whole, 
however, I am not disposed to recommend any lengtheued sojoum in Kan. 
dy to the . ctims of fever and hepatic disease from India. 

From Kandy the next change is to a much higher level, ith a vary rapid 
rise viz. from Hi76 to 6200 feet, the level of the table·land of Newera 
Ellia. This station is 47 miles to the south west of Kandy, the road wind. 
ing for a great part of the way through a bold, mountainoos tract of conntry, 
intersected by numerous streams,running through deep and picturesque vallie.. 

There are two modes of approach to the sanitarium, the one by .an excel. 
lent road, through the stupendous pan at Rambodde j the ot by a much 
less acceuible, but nearly as picturesque 1\ route through the He ahetti 
district and aeros the Maturata valley, behind the great hill that towen 
above the whole island. • 
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~ form-: ia the, route preferred by aU sober, sedate, or lickly tral'~lIent 
.. It II pncticable for whoel carriages, and baa three c1ceUcnt rcet.honaes, 
to refreeh, reoruit, or remaiIi a day at, if necesslU'Y. 
Tb~ latter it for a greflt part of the way along a mountain track, or 

trace 81 I ~ievc it i8 technically termed, -in which it i. very difficult at 
timet to dilcover any trace at aU, and in other pJacea i8 no easy matter to 
scramble ufand down the atony apologies for a patb. It. i. only practicable 
f3r biped. and quadrupeda, yet might cuily and at comparatively small coat 
be made more accessible. . 

The chief road is first to the Pcradenia bridge where it bl'Rncbee off to the ' 
left to Oampola, plUIsillg through a flat, uninteresting country, until it 
reaches Gampola, where i. the worst.8upplicd fClIt-housc I fell in ~ith. After 
crouing .. pretty ferry. the road begills grndua\ly to rillC, and t& become more 
pieturesque at e,ery atep, until after surmounting the steep pMB of Atta 

• bagge, the ltation 0' PUlilava is reached, which ia 8000 feet above the aea, 
and baa two rest· housel, one extremely good, clean, and well lupplied . 
• It il in an excellent intermediate climate, well adapted for those who are 

alraid at once to face the very low temperature of tht! higher regions. Some 
of the fineat coffee estate. in the island are in the immediate vicinity of PllIIi· 
lava, tbe ro&d pusing through th' very centre of the culth'ation. 

A little beyond Pusilava at Helbodde, the ground still continuing to rile, 
the traveller cornel upon the Kotmale valley, Itretched out in an almost 
unrivalled pahorama ot undulating surface, watered by a multitude of Imall 
tribut.ary Itreaml, rushing down the .idea of the neighbouring mountainl 
until they form a grand basin, in the centre of which they unite in a deep, 
rapid atream, which ultimately empties itaelf into the Mahawelli.gunga. 

The road to Newcra Ellia. continues to wiud round the steep Iidea of the 
mountain. until it reaches Rambodde, the foot of the atlipendoulJ pan, wbich 
at once rilelJ between three and four thousand feet. Ncar its )owp.r extre· 
mity ate .plendid waterfall., the .ides of some of the prceipitoua rocks are 
le .. el, tbeir tummita crowned with gigantic forest treel, and from the re.t· 
hOUle another, and, if pouible, ItilJ more channing view of the Kotmale 
... aUey is obtained. • 

I walked down the pUl on my return from the Sanitarium, and found it 
:- t'f be nearly tbirtet:n mile. in length. The inclination of the road is laid to 

be Olle (oot in twelve Of thirteen, and it is bounded by the hill on one aide, 
and the deep, preeipitoU.fJ valley. on the other. In some placea tbe water· 
ran. tun under periloul looking .tone causeway., without a protecting pftra­
pet, .d in tile ae&aon of tbe raiut, they thunder actOII tbe road ilActf, render. 
i. it a eervioe of no l light danger aDd difficulty to croll them. In deaceudiog, 
the leogtla of the way u . hortened by small, .teep (oot-patht running direct· 

• 11 from. ODe 1et'e1 kt another J in.tead of winding round the hill. 'the ooot' ... 
CU'f1bac the '-ggag€l aeleeted Ie .. eral of the", and I allO tried them, but 

• 
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found them too, precipitous and slippery to be pleasant, what I gained ia dis­
tance being lost in time. I had dismounted from my pony at the head of the 
pass, and left him with the syce to bring after me. He atte 8d the same 
short cuts, and tumbled, pony and all, down a horribltl looking chasm....!-won­
derful to 8ay without 8ustaining much damage. How tho:1' managed to 
8cramble up again 1 know not. He did not make his appe8l'allce at Pusilava 
nntil three in the afternoon, when I had nearly given up all h~e of seeing 
him again, several wayfarers having told me th~t my pony was lying deld 
at the foot of the pass. 

The other road is in altogether another direction, passing along the lower 
border of, and behind the hills skirting the lake. I startea from Kandy an 
hour before daybreak on Tuesday the 28th of January, 1851, by the bright 
light of the mean, a coolie running before me with my carpet bag 00 his head. 
For the first ten miles there was a very fair road winding up and down along 
th~ sides of the hills, with the wild stream of the Maaawelli-gunga roaring 

. over a rocky bottom nt their base. 
The cool, fresh air of the morning, with the silent solitude of all aroun , 

and the ever-varying sceBery, broken at intervals by the sullen and stunning 
roar of the stream as it forced its way over some unusually rocky obstruction, 
were singularly pleasing. The distant hill-tops were capped wtth a dense 
mist, whi~h GBdually cleared away as the sun rose, gilding the landscape 
with the most gorgeous tints. 

The sides of the hills in mnny places were cut into terraces ~r 1p.1ges, like 
broad steps, on which paddy was sown, and plentifully watered by the 
mountain rills. When green they give a singularly bright velvet appearance 
to the sides of the mountains, contrallting beautifully with the dark foliage 
above and around them. 

The road ends in a bridle path, which, after running through a small belt of 
forest, becomes rough, uneven, and at some places precipitous, until it reaches 
the Mahawelli-Gunga at a pretty and picturesque ford, about two feet deep 
at the time I crossed it. 

The water was clear, cold, and sparkling, falling over a ledge of rocka 
bounding th~ ford. 

On the other bank I found a sturdy galloway awaiting me. Very pleasant. 
i. the remembrance of the smart canter at which old Tom took me to ~ 
destination, scrambling up steep ascents as nimb]y as a goat, descending 
over ugly looking rocks of all dimensions with far more ease ",nd nonchalance 
than I could have managed on foot, and making a bold ru h w4erever 
the path was a gentle undulation along a hollow, or tolerably 1evel on the 
.lope ~f a high hill. On a 8udden when I was in no wi8e e pecting it, he 
bolted sharp round a corner, and amid.t the barking of doge and all the vocal 

mpaniments of a well stocked farm yard, depotited me safely "t the door • 
of the old bungalow at Rathoongodde. • 

• 
• 
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Here I was first initiated into the mysteries of coffee growing, picking, 
and drying by Mr. Oerihew's new, ingenious, simple, aud efficient proceu. 
I also witnessed the curious bug which for a time blights tbe plant, giving it 
a smo~y, dingy, dark,-and dead appearauce, as if it had very recently emerged 
from the sootiest recess of an UDswept London chimney. The other detailll 
of managemen\ of a well regulated coffee estate, are also to be seen there. 

The park-ike appearance of a portion of the scenery, with the singularly 
blMlutiful and varied effects of light and shade, rendered a ramble on the 
hills, ttrough the woods, and down the dales, always and at all hours a 
pleasant and exhilarating occupation. 

The waterfalls and water-courses with the most delightful of cold baths, 
and the little vari1tion of temperature during the twenty-four hours caused 
an elasticity of feeling, unknown to the enervated frames of dwellers on the 
great plai~ of Hindustan. . , . 

Rathoongodde is elevated 3916 feet above the level of the sen, and. appears 
to me to enjoy the ~ery perfection of a mild, intermediate climate, better 
suited to the relaxed frame of an Indian invalid than the higher or lower 
r:nges of t.he Kandian province., 

The following table of meteorological observations was kept by Mr. CleIi-­
hew duringl850, and shows how very favored this fair region is by the atmo­
spheric influences, upon which so much of health and its consequent happiness 
depends. 

A curious phenomenon connected with the hygrometric state of the air of 
the plac~ is, that no amount of damp, and the atmosphere is frequently filled 
with the dense, pure vapours that roll through the valley, causes mildew or 
mould. 

~~ , ~i ~.!l ~~ !~~ ~. I'~ 
~ .:.~ 

~'t~ ~ ·S ~'& 

} ~ 
~\)~ 
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~'t ,~~ ; 't i ~i ~ ~ ~~ .~ . 
1850. .oe~i .oe ~ E ] J]~ ~ l" t; .. t; & . 
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~ ~ ~~ 

0<:>11>, ~l ~ 
1:1 "'" ~~ it' .;. ~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~~ 

~ .. ---- - - ---
January •. 59.5 61.3 65.3 74,0 53° 26.064 21 4 6 
February, 62.2 70.1 68.0 75 59 25.879 13 2 18 
March, . 63.3 70.8 68.5 74 62 25.874 21 1 9 

tLril, · 64.9 7Q.4, 68.8 74 63 25.825 12 1 17 
f •. 64.7 73.8 69.6 75 63 25.818 23 0 8 

~UDt" •• 65.1 71.7 69.1 76 63 25.804 16 8 6 
uly. . • 65.8 74..5 70.1 78 64 25.814 27 0 40 
~. • 65.0 75.5 69.5 86 63 26.885 16 2 18 

=~" 
63.9 '18.0 68.7 80 62 26.884 16 j 12 

1 63.1 74.6 68.6 79 60 26.844 18 0 13 
!ovem,ber, . . M.3 70.9 87.4 79 58 26.866 12 6 12 

, · . 59.8 61.1 65.6 72 56 26.949 18 8 9 
'='f,I' I· I - I~ A.Qul~ ............... 71.06 68.16 76.6 60.4.
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The thermometer tood abovtl 79°7 only three times during the year. The 
indication, of the buometer are but slightly intlueuccd elther by wind or rain. 

The difference between the largest and the shortest day is about one hour. 
It would nat\U'&lly be supposed that the exposed lives led by the planters 

would be productive of much disease among them, but so faJ( as I could learn 
this appeared to be the case only with those who, not liking' Ift>ft water, take 

~~~g~~ -
The greatest drawbacks to this retired life are the scantiness and inferior 

nature of the supplies procurable, and in many case a the damp, com1'ortle8s, 
unsightly shanties in which the planters shelter themselves. 

There is no good pRsturage for cattle, and except in the vicinity~f the large 
stations bread and vegetables are scarce. The ordinary beef and mutton of the 
island afford the most violent exercise for the teeth that I ever experienced. 

This state· of things might, without any very extravagant outlay, be 
remedied. Every thing is so entirely acrificed to coffee, that orchards and 
kitchen gardens are almost universally neglected. • 

'l'he good ta te and scientific skill of Mr. Clerihew have rendered Rathoon­
godde the model estate of the island. Independent of his improxed meth~d 
of drying coffee, he has constructed, chiefly, if not entirely, out of materials 
found on the spot, the prettiest and most piotnresque of Swis cottages, of 
which I am able, through his kindness, to produce here the counterfeit pre-
sentment. -I :. 

Added to it is every convenience for a complete farm yar~ with garden, 
orchard, and every adjunct requisite to render it a classical retreat.· 

• 

The next _ate to Ratb.oongodde in the Maturata direction is th or 
Patulia. which is easy of acceu, and mo t romantically ituated 0 the briDk. 
be a lofty precipice ov~rhangi'ng the valley. 

• 

• 
• 



• 

... 
From this I ,tatted at mid.day 01 the 2nd of February with mine hoat, the 

very beau ideal of th~ moat accomplished and excellent of backs-woodmen. 
with the taates and pursuite of a &Cholar united to the hardihood and daring 
of a piCUleet' of civilization. The 6ret part of the trip was pleasant enougb, 
hut on cieacendiug the great valley, the fierce blaze of the unahaded lun affect­
ed me to ncb In extent, as to cauBC a violent palpitation that nearly expend_ 
ed me bero,," we reached our retreat. Every small elevation Iccmed ILll 
inucessible height, and the very attempt to cltplUld the chcat became at l .. t 
10 pain~. that I was obliged to lie down upon the first large .tone I fell in 
with, aDd relieve my troubled spirit with a series of groam which led the 
utoaiahed.oDelie to believe that I was about to give up the ghoat. 

We dept at a imall panter', cabin, and atarted the nest morning for 
Newer& Ellia, the road forthc greater part of the way being II. nv:re elephant 
path, ending in the rough outline of what was aubaequently iuteudcd to be 
a road. The forest was full of wild elephants, and we came upon the moat 

• recent traeeI of many of them, but in all other rcapects the woods were sin. 
gularJy atill and sileut. The SUh never penetratea to their deep recesses, 
wh:re damp, gloom, and 801itud.e reign undisturbed. At length we emerged 
upou a plaiD, and al\cr walking II. roi4e or two along a path cut in a pcat soil, 
reached our destination at one o'clock in the aftcrnoon. 

The ann was powerful, and the glare painful after the subdued ligbt of 
the dlU'k forest, but beyond being foot.sorc and fatigued, I suffered no 
damage from tJ!e trip. To my tried and trained companion it appelU'cd a . 
mere mOrding walk, so freah and undiaturbcd was be when wc gained the Rest 
HOUlle. 

Newera EUia, the chief Sfluitarium of Ceylon, was accidentally discover. 
ed by a .hooting party ill 1828, during the government of Sir Edward Barnes. 
Thia energetic officer visited the spot himaelf aho.rlly I\fter it Will made known, 
wu atrack with its peculiar appearancc and diminiahcd tcmpcl'fI.ture, and 
determined to convert it into a convalClCCnt atation for the tick soldiery in 
the Ceylon command. • 

It w .. at that time ftppareutly uninhabited, and frequented by the natives 
of the ..,IW'I'Ounding COllDtry Cor the purpolC of elk hunting. It Will only ap. 
proaehable by elephant tracke, and a narrow path formed by the e1'k huoten 
.....!hence the lateness of ita d.i.Icovery, after the conqueat and occupation of 

. -uiKandian province 
It w. on a plateau ot t.hle·land 6200 reet above the level of the Jea, Bar. 

roUDdedeby lofty bDla, of wbich the cbief', Pedro Tallagalla ia 8280 feet above 
the tea, O't'er.~pping all the other mouuwDI &round it. Adam'. Peak, the 
!'Gowned plaeerof pilgrimage, long IUppoaed to be the higheat point of tbe 
..... M only 7,420 feet in elevation. Pedro i- BAy milca &om the lea 

'" it. Dearelt point-the ocean beiq' risible Croat ill aummit on a very lIIea-tJ,.. thia iI rather rare to &nd, .. the valley. and creata of the 

• 
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lower hilla are conatantly wreathed in the most ~otl_ of floeculent 
looking mist, and the intermediate air ia charged with a fine impenetrable 
vapour, that Ulually bounda the area of vision within a comparatively narrOW' 
compaaa. The plain, as it is not very correctly termed, ia divided iIlto two 
unequal portions by a low ridge of hills runniug from S. W. to N. Eut. The 
larger division is said to be about 2i miles in length" an' t of a mile in 
breadth, and through it runs a river formed by numerous I~ from 
the neighbouring mountains. At its lowest point it forml a apeciel

c 
of lflIIIli­

namp, from which the valley is frequently filled with a denle fog, until the 
vapour is dissipated by the meridian sun. It was here propoaed to excavate 
a lake, a proceeding that would.be of infinite service t.D the I . , and add 

• much to its healthiness and beauty. It would not be a work of great·COlt 
or difficulty, would be a profitable sOurce of employment to the soldiers of 
the detachment quartered there, and also give occupation for lome time to 
come to the number of drunken, idle European invalids, who are now begin­
ning to congregate at the place. It would drain tte whole of the table- • 
land, cause greater uniformity of temperature in the station, and would, 
in every point of view, be a work of great public utility. The river 
that ro.ns through it, is one of the· principal feeders of the Mahawelli 
~~ . 

The JPlaller division of the table·land is a cousiderable ravine, bounded by 
undulating hillocks, and traversed by a good road. In it are place~ the bar­
racks, officers' quarters, magistrate's cutcherry, post. office, commiasariat 
store, and a very neat little Gothic church, the interior of which is the 
finest and prettiest specimen of that order, which I have fallen in with in the 
East. 

There is still a third and smaller subdivision of the plateau, which il en­
tirely barren and waste, with a soil of black peat. The approach to N ewera 
Ellia from the Elephant Plains is through this barren desert, in which the 
red.flowered rhododendron alone appears to flourish. 

The soil of N ewera Ellia is said to be extrelnely fertile, and to be well 
luited for all sorts of European vegetables, cereals, and other productl of tem­
perate climates. In the gardens of the Itation may be seen every variety of 
rose, dahlia, mignionette, heart's ease, and excellent Itrawberries. Wild 
raspberries are also abundant, but the peach and the cherry do not flourish-=­
the former never ripens, and the latter seldom blossoms. The constant I'IiIUI 
ar.d little variation in season seem to be prejudicial to the IUcceaaful cultita­
tiO!l of many varieties of E1l1'Ope8n planta, for which the soil and other cir-
cumstances ap~ar to be well adapted. • 

There 11I8d to be, and probably are still, two Rest Ho e of 'Which • 
excellent an contains ers for ladies, a portion of the ~tion for 
little provision is UlualJr made in the ialand. The cbarg_ were moderate, 
and, coWlidering all things, the IUpplies were good. The deareR 

• 



• 

127 

out the oolony is ~uman labour, and little of this that is worth having is 
procurable. 

During the time of my stay, with the exceptio~ of two days, the weather 
was pleasant, but must be somewhat tfYing to the weak and delicate. Early 
in the morning the grouna was covered with crisp, sparkling hoar.frost. Af­
ter sunrise thl temperature rose considerably, and the direct ra18 of the great 
luminar] "e~ unpleasantly warm, while it was cool, by contrast even cold, 
i~the shade . 

• The evenings were extremely chilly, and rendered a bright, blazing, cheerful 
wood fire a necessity. The mean annual temperature is said to be 5310 F. at 
6 A.. tl.~o at Noon-6O"lll at 6 P. M. The thermometer never rises above 
700 F. in the shaJe, and no injury results at any season from free exposure 
to the sun's rays. I fouud it almost impossible to keep warm. at night, and 
a plunge i~ one of the small natural baths excavated by the river in its couruc 
behind the rest hous~ was a serious tr~al to the nerves, yet withal, most iu­
vigorating, once the. plaguy plunge.had been taken. 

The wet weather at Newera Ellia lasts from May to December, and sets in 
.,,!th the S. W. Monsoon that blows up the Bay of Bengal. It is sClU'cely 
possible to imagine anything mare dreary, gloomy, and suicidal· looking than a 
thorough d~ of rain under the lee of Pedro. How the regular residents sur­
vive R prolonged continuance of it, was a puzzle to me. During the rernrun­
der of the year the sky is generally clear and cloudless, but from the chain 
of lofty hills ):Jy which it is surrounded, the place is never altogether free 
from raift, dews, and heavy mists. 

FrOID its elevation it labours under the same disadvantages as most hill 
climatcs, with their dimiuished.atmospheric pressure, yet it is bracing. invi­
gorating, and beneficial in removing the effects of disease contracted in the 
plains of Hindustau. It produces a peculiar stimulant, exhilarating effect 
upon the spirits, renders active exercise iu the open air a specie" of necessity, 
and with the improvement of dige8tion, and the important functions depen­
dent upon it for their p~per exercise, exerts a most beneficial influence 
on the general health. 

According to Dr. Beatson, who was in charge of the Sanitarium for three 
years, the diseaSes most likely to benefit by a residence at N ewera Ellia are 

functiopal derangements of the gastric, hepatic, enteritic, and nervous sys­
s, unaccompan~d by organic lesion; fevers uncomplicated with local 

8ctious; debility arising from tedious convalescence, or long residence within 
the trGpia ; and "-lmost all the diseases of' children." 

Children ~ all circumstances thrive there more than adults, and grow u1;l 
_ trong, healthy, robuat, and vigorous as in Europe. 

those 0 have recovered health, and are able to enjoy field sports and 
..... ve exia.ce in the open air, Newera ElJia is an admirable spot. In' 
• vicinity elk hunting and elephant ahoottbg, may be thoroughly 

• a 2 . 
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enjoyed while smaller game abound ' in every direction. The ascent of 
Pedro .lone afford" ample IICOpe for conlltant and severe exercise, combined 
with a never.ending interelt in tl,,~ ma.gnificent views obtained at variou 
pointa towards itll lIummit. The path '8 clear, and uanally practicable even 
for poniea. By foot pasaengen it may be accompliaheclleiaurel , and with. 
out much fatigue in a couple of houn, the return occupying Dot more than 
the hall of that time. The summit is nearly bare, and co!eref\ by .. ~ies 
of cairn of rough hewn stones, with an extemporane(lus flag.staff formed 4by 
the straight boughs of treea. Adam's Peak appears at hand, and the mOlt 
magnific~Dt primeval foreats are lIeen in every direction, particularly OD the 
side of Dimbolah. The whole sweep of the Maturata val ey is IC8.Dned on a 

·0 

clear day, and it would be diffic'!lt, I think, to find in any part of the world 
anything mo~ striking and beautiful. • 

The aides of Pedro are denllely clothed with vegetation, and the rhodo. 
dendron arboreum is found at the very summit. 

Beyond the table-land, and easy of Rooess, are the Elephant Plains, leading to 
the Ouda Pusilava range of hills-Wilson's Plains-the Badula diatrict-aAtd 
an extensive view of the low Bintenne country, inhabited by a wild race, little 
superior -to the higher order of quadramana in intelligence and civilization. 

The planters in every direction are kind-hearted, hospitable, and most 
obliging tw strangers; while the wandering about among these ild hills, 
with the occasional difficulties to be surmounted, is the most delightfn1: of all 
contrasts to the unvarying, dull, listless life of the plains of India. 

I should strongly advise every traveller who intends to make ally .tay in 
the hills to purchase stout, serviceable, sure-footed ponies or mules at Kandy, 
wllere they are generally to be had at a reasonable cost. My experience in 
this line was DOt very satisfactory, as both the pnrchl\86s I made came down. 
with me, fortunately without much damage; but it was entirely my own 
fault, as the sacrifice of a few additional rupees would have lIecured me against 
any such catastrophe. There is no dim ty in effecting a re-sale when leav­
ing the country, and at little loss, if the original purchase has been judicious. 
The wonderful instinct and certainty with which these animals scramble up 
and down declivities covered with mis-shapen stones of formidable dimenaions, 
and occasi<fnally crossed by the trunk of some prostrate giant or the forests, 
is surprising to those who have long been accustomed to smooth roads and 
Jevel country. Until a little experience instil. confidence, it ia 'a- - " 
nervous matter to canter alonr a bridle path scarped out of the aide of. 
huge hill, with a precipitou8 descent of awful depth into a foaring 1tNam, 01' 

an impenetrable jungle at the base, the sure receptacle of the 1\Jllucky wight 
who makea a falae step. The long, 8mooth, lemon grau that -eoTer8 the 
patua.--as the naked ridges are called-frequently cover laqe of 
rock that render the path nearly impracticable. I remember in one place 
bear St. Margaret'., e planten with whom I was journeying .·Ploa_d? 

o 
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and 8 their ponies on ahead at a dangerous spot where one of them had 
a short time previomly nearly lost his life, As soon as we dismounted I , , 
was compelled to become my own porter, and carry the carpet bag which 
until \heu had been borne by the horse-keeper, While toiling along und 
the unaccustomed burthen, I suddenly stumbled against one of these hiddell 
rocka, and Mly rolled down the side of the hill, carrying away one or two 
ants' nests, lull of horrid looking inhabitants nearly as long as an ordinary 
swed wasp. I was brOJIght up suddenly near the foot of the hill by the trunk 
of a r~dodendron, and found myself, in an immeasurably short space of time, 
seated disconsolately upon the unlucky carpet bag. The whole disaster WM' 
so sqdden and noiseless, that my companions did uot perceive my absence 
unal my f~ll, like Phaeton's,_ had been accomplished. It took nearly an 
hour of most fatiguing ex.ertion to recover the ground lost i,u two or three 
minutes, • 

The greatest annoy-ance attendant upon wandering in the Ceylon woods, 
is the presence, in countless myriads, of a most active, persevering, and 
penetrating land leech. I never made the acquaintance of such determined, • • 
ferocious, sanguinary monsters, inferior only to the polar , variety of mosqui-
toe, fabled by arctic travellers to be abl~ to bite through the sole of a 
boot. • 

In a quiescent state, these plagues are small, brown, and not unlike a 
juvenile specimen of the ordinary medicinal variety, but in sprightliness, acti­
vity, and det~mined hostility to man and animals, they are far beyond their 
eivilized-prototypes. They hop along the ground like grasshoppers, or sus­
pend thcmselves from leaves and branches of trees, to assault at all points 
the red-blooded objects -of their animosity. They can stretch themselves 
out nearly as fine as a hair or a thread to wriggle through the meshes of a 
stocking, or a woollen garment, and need no coaxing with ct sugar, and spice, 
and all that's nice" to induce them. to bite in the right pllll'..e. The most 
effeCtual protection against them is the leech gaiter WOl'n by planters .. and 
the best means of dissolving their unholy alliance 'th the skin, il to touch 
them with brandy, salt, lime juice, acids generally, or earth oil. It is 
not advisable to dislodge them forcibly, as they Ilre then apt to cause irri­
table wounds, which in persons of bad constitution may degene11Lte into COl'! 

'midable ulcera, causing destruction both of life and limb. They delight in 
a.:np, grassy, jungi situations, but e~w the cold tops of the higher moun­.80 Pedro and N ewera Ellia are fortunately beyond the range of their 
mc_ollB. • 

Ceylon a~ounds in most of the annoyances of tropical climates. Snakes, 
centipede., ants of inhite variety a huge dimensions, with the worst and 
mOlt destructive of eaall, the white bt, cockroaches, mosquitoes, ~shap­

II en spiders, ticks, scorpiollB, et id genul omne of domestic monster are found 
ill, yriaU • 

• 
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The botany, geology, and natural history of this famous islanci are oat­
interesting and will afford a perpetual source or amusefu~nt and occupation 
to those give to such pursui~. They ate beyond the province of my very 
l;rief sketch, yet will forcibly stnke all, who wander through to ~d of 
many names and ancient 'historical associations. 

• 
• 

• • 
°0 

• • • 

• • 
.. 

• 
I 

• 

" 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 



• 

• 

. .. 

• 
• 

• .. 
• .-

• • 
• 

• 

• 

• 
NOTE ON INDIAN LABOURERS IN REUNION. 

SiDoe my return to Bengal, I have seen oceasional statemen1a in the public prints respect. 
ing the condition of Indian oooliea in thc island of Beunion, which led me to believc tha~ 
very erroJlC()US opinions are generally entertained upon the subject. These are not only. 
unjust towards the French authorities, but are calculated to create a strong prejudice 
against facilities being afforded to the free exportation of a larger portion of the vast 
surplus population of HinddltaTl, to an interesting colony, in which their labour is much 
required, and where the results of their introtluction must B8 certainly be of great benefit 
to themselves. 

Be that, however, as it may, i appe&rll to me to be wrong to permit any unjust aupi. 
mona to pervade the publio mind, which I am able from peraonal.observation to remove. 
Althongh I made no attempt to acq' political information in island of ~\tniOD, I 
did not deem it a breach of hoapi to note the condition of the dian ~bo11rera when­
ever they fell in my way. Moat persona with whom I convened were free pel unrese 
in their communications, and to one of them I am indebted for copies qf sevenJ. of e 
Govemment ordinances regarding the immigrants. Indeed there wu nothing to ClODce~ 

.or regarding which the authorities could not have courted the strictest enquiry, were any 
-.inquisition neceaaary. 

'The climate of BoUlhon, although probably one of the inest and molt healthy 
". orId for Europeans, is extremely pl'ejudicial to ~ Negro race. This, OOIIIIIIHI 
with tWr ~ and inveterate habits of drunkennesa and profligacy, when in ..... 
of alavery, aanaed the French authorities many years sinGe to tum their attention to Iadia 
_ 0IPu c.-the future of labour. The entire emnction of the African popUJa. 
tioo WII regarded by ~J •• oertain result of the lapse of time, anel t1ae utmost &y.xietJ 
wu felt, !eat the Oolonyahoul4 ihua be entirely ruined, and rendered utterly use1eaa, if a 

• burthea., motherooOO1JJltry, CXOf!Pti B8 a ~um for the unhealthy .tationa m.. 
Jhdagucato. -

• 
• 



132 

A: few Indian servants and Chinese must ha.ve found heir way to Bourbo veBleI. 
tradbig to and from Asia, very many ye&1'll ago, and pJOTision .. early for their 
proper tleatment, as well as for their deportation in the evetlJ; of their beo~ming dangerous, 
uaeleaa, or a burlhen to the Colony. 

I have not been able to learn the preoile period at which the importation of -coolies 
from the Coromandel coast regularly colllf$enooci. I believe that it was Shortly after 
the publication of an able and very elaborate stntistical report furnishJto the Govern· 
ment of Charles the Xth, by a Mons. Thomu, and published in Paris in 1826. In 
this work was pointed out, and proved by elaborate calculations eJf.ending 'Over a series of 
Ye&1'll, the rapid decadence of the slave population, and the rui.Jfuua effects produoed byOit 
on a country of which nO$ more than a fifth part of the Boil had ever been brough ;under 
cultivation, in its most prosperous periods. . ' 

In July 1829, in the Bulletin des Acts administratifs de L' TIe Bourbo appearqji an 
Act relative to Indian and Chinese labo~ra, or other individuals of tb.e free populatioJl of 
Asis. • 

In the preamble to the act, reference is made to a royal ordinance of Augus 21st, 1825, 
d to a local act of the 18th January 1826, the latter showing the term. on which Indian 
rvants under personal engagement to an inhabitant, may obtailt a limited permit (of re-

sidence) their masters being compelled to enter on the police egister an engagement to 
furnish the funds to cover the expenses which the removal of their servants from the 
Colony might occasion. It also alludes to the authority for removID;g dang rous perso&t 
from the OliOJly, and for preventing those without the means of eDdence. and withoun 
gu/Il'IIntee for following lOme profession or engaging in some lucrative occupation, gaining 
admission to it. 

Thill act .tained the following provisions, viz. :-
Compelling all persons residing in Bourbon who bronght Indian, Chinese, or other free 

persons from Asia, to produce their contract or engagement with them, before a CoDQDiasion 
• appointed by 1.he act in question. . ' • 

Ruling that all such labourers and their families should be maintained by their 
employers and that their daily food should consist of, 

decagrammell of rice. 
12 decagrammes of dried legumes or salt flah . 

.And 15t grammes of salt when supplied with fresh vegetables, or an equiv.&lent amount 
of other nutritious substances. 

A change of diet could only be effected, by proof being afforded to the CommiBBion of 
the consent of the labourers, upon being made acquainted with the reason or neceaeity 
for a departurl' from tlie first mentioned seale,.. 

The head o~he family was never to receil'e Tower wages than ten franca a month. 
~very emplo r of Asiatic labourers was bound to provide for their medical . attendance 

in sickness, ths maintenance of the infirm, and the means of sending tbNtl back to their 
native country, and ~ make certain specified deductions from their wages to. accomplish' 
thoee C)bjects. ~ 

lfo deductions f'ro11l wages were allowed to be made on IWCOunt of the coat of the trds. 
port Gt'the labourers to the Colony. 0 

ne Commission was to sit at St. Denis, and to oonaillt of four landed proprimn 01' 

merchnts, nominated by the Goftrnment, and of the Government Notary. 
A 'Commiaaaire de 'I' Administration' intended to be eq •. nt, I imagiJe, to PM· 

ifctor . of luu:ni&rats, was also nominated from amo ljp fUllCtioJl&riel or the 
Oo)ay. 

• The decagramme it uivalent to not quite 1M miDi AYoirdupoia. 
t Tbe gramme is e nearl, 166 En,lilb ,raiu. 

" 
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All the ofIi088 were hOjlorary. 
'l'he Commission chose itll own ~reaident and Vice-president, and named its own Seereo 

tary, .. well 88 fixed the amoet of his salary. 
Thre~ formed a quorum for business. , 
The (Conuaileaire de l' Administration ' was charged with the execution of the pl"O\'isionli 

of the decree, ani W88 the active officer of the commission, as8isting at their deliberations 
':whtln he deemed it nece8sary, and offering IDS advice upon all point.s conlidered of publio 
mterest, &c. • 

liIe reported to the Dire~r General of the Interior his representations and remarks. 
Th~ Se~tary kept a general register of the labourers, in wIDch all matters regarding 

them aft~ th.1r &milies were recorded, . 
The Secretary reported immediately on its occurrence to the President, or in his abienc(' 

• to the ~ice.p~ident, very case that required consideration. 
The o~ meetings of the Commission were held on the 20th of each month :-th 

President or Vice-president could summon extraordinary meetings when: r necessary. 
The Comm lIiCJn corresponded through the. President with the Director General of the 

laterior, or any other public functionary with hom it was necessary to communicate. 

• The Oommission were t4 ascertain if the contract were strictly legal, and if the landholder 
who entered into the engnglment were in a position to fulfil its conditions. 

• 
en the Commission found a contract to be en regie, the President signeil it, 8.IIIIl it wd 

preeented to the Commissary of Police, who WI!S empowered to receive the eubscriptio.! 
allowed to provide for the return passago to India of the labourers. 

After all thel6 formalities had been complied WIth, the license ot residence was granted 
by the Government. 

The pay of the labourers WIUI to be issued on the first Sunday of month at th 
Mayoralty, in the presence of a municipalolBcer, and was registered on • pa abstract pre. 
pared beforehand. by the employer. When the pay had been issued, and the abstract filled 
up, it was figned and authenticated by the Mayor, and transmitted to the Commission. 

The Commission were to see that all assignments (legal s ppages) from the pay were 
regularly made, and were aidtld by the Government in giving Buch facilities 88 depended 
upon it for the accomplishment of this object. 

Mutual consent was required to cancel an ongagembnt. The cancelment required to be 
submitted to the Commission and verified. 

In all disputes between the contractors and the labourers, both parties han the right 
Bubmit the C88e to the Commi88ion for official consideration. The Commillion could in 
turn refer the labourer who had a plaint to make, to a court of oonsultation, legally cODiti· 
tuted for the purpose of investigating such cases. 

The Commission, without prejudioo to the legal rights of other authorities, could propose 
to the Government the deportation of all labourer! considered dangerous to. the Colony, 
.. well 88 those whoee contract had \Jeen voluntarily cancelled, or who had been ill treated, 
0'1 who required removal from other causee cognizable by law; particularly if the labour8lll 
did pot enter into lOme other service, or adopt some other means of gaining a livelihobcl. 
~e Oem.m.ission 1VlI8 empowered to nominato one or more chief interpreters to aid'" 

in th funcflion of IUlpervision. 
In ~eect it could send these interpreters out into the districts to acquire informa-

tion, or into ~eetablishmentll of individuala, upon the requisition of the proprietor. ' 
The uneration of the tary, of the interpretors, and the cost of e CO~Bion 

generally 1VlI8 to be borne by ~ inhabitants who engaged labourenl. e 
to be divided among them m proportion to the number of labourer~ in their ~M1l_ 

. . 01 the year. A fl'aotional .bare was paid labourer! arriVl'IJIIIWIl'IIIlD 
f'U' •• 
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Upon the requi8ition of the President, everyone who preaented his oontract to the 
mmiesieil was obliged to.deposit in the Seoretary's officrc four~, of whieh each ueved 

the payJflent of tho expenaes of the administra.l.i<ln at the e . tion of the quarter noted. on it. 
The cost of the administration was published annually, and any balance of reoeiFta over 

expenditure carried to the credit of the following year. 
Measures were SP.6Cwed to ensure the fulfHment of the contract by ih, inW!.bitantB, and 

to ~JIOvide a camping ground for the labourers on their arrival in the Colony which wu 
also to serve as a central place for the celebration of their religious fcstivaJI. 

The provisions of this act were som~hat modified in 1831, bl a local act dated the ~th 
of May of that year, appointing a speoial agent called a Syndio to act as the rep~l8Cntative 
of the coolies, and to be an interinedi#.te agent between them and the ComfniBIion! -

The ohange was the result of a desp .. teh from the Colonial (Marine) Mipister of France, 
who also reoommended that no special expenaes should be entailW on t~ empl~ers of • 
ilndian labourers, which might finally press upon them. 

h J Wle 1849. the Commissary General of the Republio published in the &union Gazette 
a noti1ication upon the subjeot. He fixed the number of ooolies to be impoiled annually, 
regulated the terms of contract for minors, who were never to be engaged withollt the cou,­
aent of, 0 unless accompaniod by their parents or guardians ;. deolared that at loast ten • 

r cent. of women, and if possible a third, should acoompany etch batch of immigrants; de. 
termined that fout persons for every five tons of actual register should be the maxmwm 
amount to be carried by each ship,-the ballast and space devoted to cargo being dcduoted 
from the tonnage-and laid down the rules and regulations for the supply of proviaio 
medioines, the formalities to be observed in shipping and disembarking ~oolies, quaran. 
tine, &e. &c. I 

One of the most important provisioWl of this Act was to levy a fine of from five to twenty 
francs per immigrant upon all Captains of vessels oonvicted of having failed to giv to the 
labourers during their passage, the full rations to which they are legallY entitled. Thil 
fine was independent of any police imprisonmont, or action for damages frout the parties 
oouoemcd, to which they might be liable . 

. 'On the 18th of the same month of 1849, a. supplementary order was published by the 
same officer, ruling that the four persons per five tons, including the oaptain and orew, were 
to b.l independent of the deduction made from the space occupied by merchandize or other 
matters in every part of the ship, except the hold. 

Indians were likewiae only to be .towed between decks, (on the gun deck) on the quarter 
deck or poop, nnd on the forecastle. 

The same penalty as mentioned in the former order, Willi to be inflicted for any breacb 
of the regulatioDs. 

I was told by those well acquainted with the subjeot, that tjte provisions of theae acts are 
the measures at preaent in force regarding the coolies, and that all suheequouc. modifioa­
tioWl have ~en entirely in favour of the labourers, 80 anxious are the authorities of the 
Colony to protect 8Jld encourage them . 

.In 184.6 a crisis occurred in the affairs of the Colony. While 35,000,~ killogr&Jl1JDet 
« .oo'lt '11,000,000 the 0 angar had been produced, and the value of the exporte 01 the 
Wand had been raised to eighteen millions or franclI, yielding in customa revenue to au, 
mQther-oountry upon all the products of the isu.nd 16,000,000 of franca, tlie COWltiy .11 OIl 
the verge of ~ptcy from deficiency of labour. e 

There were then on the lOa coast nearly 15,000 &creI el land, tvtile and '"e, 
~~h had been abandoned for want of enltivatora. 

The number of plantations gradually ceuing to be 1f1'OUIh~ we~ increaaiDg, and in the 
mterior ~ was a vut extent of tivable lOil in • virgin .tate. 0 

• A killograro8le i, equal 10 a verf"",.11 (ractioD mOle IbaD 2i IIIi Avoinlupoil Enrlilllw"las. . 
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strong and eam appeal wa., addressed to the king, Louis Phillippe, in wmch the 

followiug expreaaioDs oc3ur : . , . •. 

" In France melP.re withoat work, here labour wants men. S' our situation hu 
become intolerable. The c3st of black cultivators (slavcs) exceeds SOOO franCa (£ 120) ; 
in the &ourse of a few years the price of a day's labour has riBen from one frano to two 
trance and a half. and this frightful adv~ce has not yet reached its maximum. From this' 
exorbitant Itaie, the advantageous results that would have followed tho new laws regarding 
auaar Il'e anniliQ,ted; bankruptcy and ruin will soon replace the legitimate profits upon 
wlJiph e ~ a right to ~unt as the reward of our exertions. 

H:r.. th@ee critical circumstances we appeal to the high reason of Your Majesty. 
" M OOIIfinfnta of Africa and Asia possess a numerous population living in the most 

extreme misery. Under wise protective measures, and guarantees for moderate wages 
• issuedc.y the 8010ni~ouncil, they would, as in the case of the Mauritius, yield us all the 

labourers we r~uire to make up the deficiency that is daily i asing in our work. shops, 
from voluntary manumissions and the disproportion of the sexe • • 

" These stllmgt!l'll, attel' hams aided in the inorease of our crops, and the extension of 
our commercial relationa "nth the metropolis, would carry back to their own countries 
10m trace8 of our civilizMion, of our language, and of the habit or consuming the products 
of Frenoh industry. They"ould th mllelves become agents of oivilization in their own 
eoptry, as well as create new outlets for our lUttional industry. 

" The immigratioll of free labourers would thus become an eminently philanthropic work, 
and it is with the hope that our request dictated by imperious necessity, will be favourably 
received, that,.e venture to solioit from your Government authority to introduce them 
into our colony." 

I have not leen the royal ordinances that followed this appeal, but from it may probnb1y 
be dated the active and systematic introduction of labourers from the Coromandel coast, in 
supercession of e UBoertain supply that previously found its way to the island. 

The me6ures for the purpose, I have reason to believe, were completely organized as 
above melltioned in 1849, from which time, until recently, the importation has been ('amcli 
on e tensively. 

The following is, u far as I have beell able to ascertain, the general plan of proceeding 
now adopted. 

The coolies are collected by a special agent at the expenbC (If a hip-owner, and are 
brought before the ~nch Authorities at Pondicherry or Karikal, by whom they are sepa· 
rately examined &8 to their transmission to Bourbon with their own free.will and consent. 

The engagement which each enters into, to work in Bourbon for three, four, or fi,,! 
yean, is en.tered on duplicate papers. 

The conditions of salary, which vary according to the supposed quality, skill, 'And preten. 
Iionll of the individual, with his scale of rations, &C. are all inscribed. 

The act of engagement also indicates the ad ... nces which are made to the roclies before 
their departure, &8 well as the legal deductions authorizea to enable them to return to 
Incija, or to BubBillt on the piration of their eng&IJement should they have been improvi. 
d\I1t or <'&relela while in empluy. These swrul are deposited in the custody of the special 
Syndic or immigrant. agent. As a general rule their wages are calculated to begin from the 
fint forftlight ohheir arrival in the Colony. 

i'he colltrolllll invariably covonants to furnish the coolies with food and medical attend. 
anoe in metll, however protr&ct:4>d it may be ; the daily wages are, however, not ~ tor 
luch perioda as the lahourer il IlR&ble to work. 

Ht also covenantAl in the event of ~he coolie running away, or failing to fulfil his part of 
.... , .. JI11i ... t from vagrancy, to nct two day.' wages (or each day of abBence wi 

T2 
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If a coolie is convicted by a legal tribun8.l for civil ffen~., ana sentenced to fine, the 
Ulount is deducted from his eavinga, the proprietor of tU coolie be&g compelled to ad 
~ sum.in anticipation, whatever may be it. amount. TIle expens;e el punishing coolies 
is only borne by the state in .criminal cases. 

On board ship each coolie is allowed a certain amount of space as above stated, aLd he is 
l'ictualled according to a fixed scale, as mentioned below. , 

On the 23rd of June 1849, a decree No. 46 relative to Indian Jmmig!'&l\ta was publi.hed 
at Pondicherry, to give effect to the local acta of the government of Rewjpn, and the dea-
patches of the Minister of Marine. • 

By its provisions immigration agencies were ('stabliehed at Pondioherry and K...-i~ and 
the funetions of the agentl defined. The' Mestrys,' or recruiting ~or.lm&ilranta 
were placed under their immediate orders, with power to punish then1 in case of mis­
conduct. The medical examination of coolies, and their regular ,legistryewere p~vided . 
for, care was taken to ascertain if any fraud or impropriety was committed in causing them 
to come forward

t 
and if they declared that they came of their own free wut, a police pass­

port was granted to them, with three months advance of pay. All the conliltions of their 
engagements were to be oa.rcfully explained to them; and minute directionR were given 
for the complete inspection of the ships in which they were to be transmitted to their 
destination. '1 

The age for contracting engagements was fixed at 21 ye&1'8, and the • Mestlys' were 
made to sign a declaration in th!, presence of the clerk of 1\ Justice of the Peace, that~all 
persons who presented themselves in the capacity of husband, father, mother, siater, bro­
ther, ullcle, or any other relation of married women or minors, were really.what they pro­
fessed to be'l 

Proviaion was also made for the pllUishment of any fraud or violence committed towards 
the coolies in regard to their engagements. 

On the 6th of July of the same yea.r, an order, No. 117 of that date" 11"&8 publiahed at 
the eame place, fixing the age of engagement of coolies at 18 years, decla.ring that the me­
diCAl functions regarding them should only be discha.rged by surgeons of the French navy: 
or civil surgeons with regula.r diplomas, and making minol'.dianges in some of the sub.i­
diary provisions concerning Mestries. 

On the 2Srd of July 1849, order No. 120, containing more detailed provisions for the 
execution of the local acts of the Reunion Government, were promulgated at Pondicherry 
in the ordina.ry official Gazette. 

Every coolie ship was compelled to have suitable boats in good condition, and of dimen­
sions proportioned to the tonnage of the vessels. Threc wind-saile were also to be provided 
in each ship. 

Every such vessel was also to be furniahed with the following scale of proviaiolll, calcu­
lated for a voyage of 50 days-viz: 

. f3- litres of wata. so- decagrammes of rice. 
10 "of salt fish. 
16- Grammes of mantegue. 

Foreaohman daily,,,. 40 Grammes of dhal 

l
10" of salt. 
20 . " of tamarinds. 
7" of curry powder. 
6" of onions. 
2 billets of wood. 

:I'he litre is equal to 1.760 piuts, Ita.: decagramme Iu 154.34&..,.m., ud the InDIA •• • I'IARI. •• 
rraiu.. f 

. . 
It 
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. In. a4ditioll there to be carrried for tlie whole voyagl'-
1. 1600 pIIIIUIle. of Ivel (in c.-e ofbad weather) for eooh lun. 
~ 46 ~ (each of 2.20485711bs. avoirdupois) of pepper per 100 men. 
S. 20 pumpkin. for ry hundred men. 
In. rtrovisiollJ two chi1dl'en. under 16 years of age were reckohed as one man; but the 

ume .uppty of water ".. cranted to all of whatever age. 
A. otrrtaia ~ et the 1Vater was allowed to be furnished by a distilling apparatus, 

to be kept in ~d working order. 
:!he medi' Ished wu to conl8in for every 100 men-

t • 

• 

t·. Dludanum, ... 
'sul;p Ether, ... 

Auimonia, ... 
· Outo' Oil, 

SulpilAtf of So or Magnesia, 
Liquid ulphuret of Potnssium, 
Or, hti.psotill Ointment, 
Diachylon Plaster, 
Alum, 
Chloride of Sodiun! 
Lint, 
Cerded Cotton, 
lpeca.cnau. half in powder, 
Mustard (in flour), 
Sugar for PtiSan8, 
Camp~ol'Sted Spirits, 
Mercurial Ointment, 
Liquorioe, 
Dlessing Lint t of a piece of 14 conjons. 

The exact tonnage was to be certified. 

... 

52 grammcs. 
32 
16 

500 
400 

1000 • 400 
100 
16 

3000 
30 

100 
24 

350 
1000 
1000 

150 
350 

Infants under age accompanying their p!I.l'ents, to be furnished with clothing. 
The sanitary state of the ship was to be reported d!!.il by the Captain while in harbour. 
The functions of the Health Commission were to be exercised by any medical officer with 

a recogirized diploma. 
No ship was to be allowcd to depart without a special certificate of all neces81iol'y formali­

ties having been complied with. 
A few minor regulations have subsequently been promulgated, in the same spirit as, and 

for rurposcs analogous to those above-men' ed. They are not of sufficient interest or 
importanee to need speoial mention. 

Immediately on the arrival of a cooly ship in the Roadstead of St. Dehis, its sanitary 
• condition is enquired into before the labourers are disembarked. In the event of any con­
~U8 disorder existing on board, they are sent to perform quarantine at a lazaretto in 
~ ~.,r St. JliCCluea. When they are disembarked at St. Denis itself, they are scnt to 
pemmn • simple ,~ in a very large establishment situated at the foot of the mouu­
tains, 'ti a distance of about two miles from the town. ~he~, or at the houses of certain 
~ offic:eJ .,lectedby the Government, they are all vaccinated. 

DuriDg this u.s their writwn bontracts are presented to, and examined by the proper 
athoritiel, and millie over to the Syndic. . . 

AlIOOD .. they are released £rqm quarantine, the Syndic identifies each of them, accord. 
• bta to t;Iae deaoriptive 1'01 f ... ~. The COQlie is required to state hiB age, name, cute, 

• 
• • 
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his father's name. f1ld the of his birth; ad 81 part.i.euIar marb of ti4cation 
present in the individual are ooted. • • r: 

The whole of these particulara are oopied ftoom the poeral . ~ _ • bonk oontein. 
ing the oopy of his engagement. and of the l'tlleII and la ... ~ to ~ awl this book 
is made over to the coolie himself to enable him at all timee to bow hie ~ end ?>bliga­
tiona, and to claim the fulfUment of all rights to whitlh.he is ~tlecI. The Jabpurer is oom­
pelled to carry this with him wherever he oea as a permit of relicleaoe. "'d e.peei.ea of 
ticket of leave, as well as to afford 'm protection from a.rreat or moleatati~. I 

The stipulated engagement entered into with the ship-owner at ~"Urty IIl'IIl8 hUn 
with authority to transfer his right and title to the Janded proprfetor in Bow:bon ~g 
labourers, t.be terms of cesaion being a matter of JIOl:8onal ~ betwe4lll ~J.e 'rloe 
transfer requires subsequently t9 be legalized by the Syndic, who enten it U1 the gft~ 
register and inscribes it· in the coolies' book also. • 

It is this circumsta.noe, and the fluctuatiQn in the price of labour &ch raiacs or depres­
ses the value of the contracts, that has given rise to the erroneous impres;:'n in India 01 
the coolies being lold as slaves. _ 

The actual and average prices of the purchase of the contracts of different gangs of 
coolies are published in the local journals, without a statement-of the circqmstauces in 
which the sales have been effected, because these,are well knollll on the spot. ,.Hence the 
misapprehension at a distance.. , 

The working hours of the cooliAs are from six in the morning to six in the evening, wi~ • 
two hours interval for bathing, eating, and rest. Their food is eooked by one of their own. 
caste, who has no other occupation. 

No corporal punishment of any description is allowed to be inllic~d by ~e landholder.s 
on the coolies. All offences of every description require to be reporied to a Justice of the 
Peace, who can inflft punishment according to the gravity of the offence to the extent 9f 
fifteen days' imprisonment, with labour on the roads and in the public wor~. If they turn 
out incorrigible vagabonds, the ultimate punishment is transportation to the Cel'<lllland I 
coast. 

In criminal matters they are liable to the provisions of the Code NapoleOn. 
My impression certainly is that they are treated with the greatest kindness and coosi­

deration by the Government; that their punishments are lighter than those of the free 
Negro population for the same offences-probably because they are physically less capable 
of bearing up against harsh treatment-and that every means is taken to render them con. 
tented with their lot, and to induce them to settle on the island. 

The number of women who accompany the coolies is about in the proportion of ten per 
oent. As in the Mauritius, they seemed to me to be of a vcry low order, and are probably 
seldom, if ever, the wives of the men they accompany. 

I heard the number of Indian labourers in the island very variausly estimated. Some 
numbered them as high as 30,000 othen rated them lower than 20,000. Between ·j3 and 
24,000, is I believe, not far from the actual number at present in the Colony. At leut· 
110,000 are necessary to supply the full. wants of the island. 

They are somewhat an improvident set, fond of spending their ngea in fin'; ~4\ 
. amusements, &00 seldom ha"'e a spare rupee when. their terms of ~ent have expil'ed. 
This was told to> me by soml of those whom I fell in and convened ~ith, nativelbi' 
Deccan. I frequently met them going to market in the morning, and the~cl'ity 
in excellent condition. Prejudices of cas~ rapidly disappear, and although they ta1k ... 
the dignity of their social poa~tion in their own country, religioUlscrup1ea aeem to in .... 
little with their wants and wiahee as far as they are .~9,le of gratifyiag tb.em. 

Many have scttled in the country and become petty,radera. aac1aeveral are employed • 
as Bervants in private families. • ' . • 

• 



A\tJaOqll ~iIifb. 
l could Jeara; 
t.oni. the ~.tII~ 
UIa'.~iODl. It· hi" DOt qle or., .tat.emh., tWo ag..a .eDOtl.r in iheir . e marmer of their ellfliIII'lllulllllL, 
~ tJl'Of1 • be geaera1ly ...w with . t, and to be kindly treateli. 
only ~ they oomplaiaei of w .. the denial of the -indulgence of the erratic pI!OpenBi • 
t.o whiCh thia cluI is IQ 1iab18, from whimlical causes and mere love of chango. 

J.ll d8le1'ten quiokll apprehBllW by the Gens d'Armes~ .. mounted ~ of .. 
• ro~. ~n., few in number, but .... most elicient body of men for such- Purpol8ll, 

t~'~~ in the East. The ~rs e.re tied together by the wrists and made to 
trot Gelore the Gens d'A.rmea, IIlnya twe in number, until they ere made over to the judi. 
cial .ori. The are DOt otherwise harshly treated, in an,. way tJ1at I 8&11' or heard. 
~ is a ·tallor~ immigrants, and the native iDhabitanta of the ~ 

pnthIllt w the IicIc reoeiYe every care and atteDtion. 
The aboTt .tateauet embodies the p.-rticulan that t ns aMe to gaftler rcprdin~ tho 

eondiiion of ID.dian Labotmlre in Beunion, and I .. eonvinoecl t they are much cared 
for. ad wen ~ by tlw French aQ.thoritiOi 

There n~ 80 doubt, , thiqk. that . dia pos 988 a vast surplus population more tban 
he West ndia Islands, &lid thOle~ the 80utne 'vision of tho Indian Ocean can po sibly 

a rb as labourers, and fJIat when careflllly managed and justly governed as I know them. 
from personal observation, to be, both in Bourbon and the Mauritius, they arc f'ar better oJf 
than in their wm homes. 

They leave "lndia lull or prejudioea, utterly ignorant, and as low in tho scale of humanity 
.. it ia poasible to imagine luoh beings to 00. 

They acquire in their tranamariDe experience, habits ~f thought and independence, 
• knowledge or improved meau of cultivation, a taste for a higher order of amusements, 
a greatertpride ~ personalappea1'UQC, and an approach to manlineu of character, rarely, 
if tver. seen in the ome clau in their 1lative villages. They are loosed from the trammela 
of C?88te, anll abject submiAion to prieatoralt whioh renders them 80 unprofitable a race at 
home. They are removed from the blighting influence. and extortionate exaction of native 
Zemindars, and other depreuing ageu(:i{\l\, and protected, almost to an injurious extent, 
in the exaction of their right .. 

The spread of such men throughout the viRages of llindUiitau cannot fail to be beneficial, 
and, in my humble estimation, ought to " encov.raged to the utmost limit of which it is 
iusoept.i.ble. 

They bring back wealth, vigOltt of body and such enlargement of mind as can be aq't.ircct 
jD their ephere of lift . 
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