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• 

P R E FA C E. 

I PRESENT an History of the Island which gave me birth, to the 

Country that affords me protection. I shall only mention the Revolution 
in France, in order to observe, that the class of its people to which I 
belong. has had a full share of iii miseries. f foresaw them all; and, 
being invited hither by the elder branch of my family in Scotland, I chose 

ror my abode, the country which possessed a constitution, that I had 

openly I)TOposed. while such propositions could be made, in my own. 
I have endeavoured to alleviate my misfortunes, by literary pur

suits,; and having long formed the design of composing an 'A"istory of. 

'the Isles of France and Bourbon, from the original materials which 1 
inherited from my fa ther, who had resided in the former of them 

during a period of twenty years, I have at Jength accomplished my 

purpose. 
It may be said by some. that it is an indiscretjon in me, to unfold the 

circumstances of these colonies, which have been, and, in some respects, 

still are, subject to the French Government; but it is not necec;sary. 

that t his objection should be ma.de to me, for I had long since made 
it to' myself; and such a reflection had already delayed the publication 

of my wor{c. 1 had flattered myself with tile hope, that a geneml 

,reace. founded on the enlarged princi ples of public j ustice, would place 

every one in ilis former situation: but being at length persuaded, that 

a termination of the present calamities is distant, or at least uncena in. 

1 no longer delayed my work, which .. being purely historical, may be 

considered ns belonging to aU governments, and' every age. . . 

-
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In writing the history of a place, which IS not without political 
interests, I had in view principally the ad\,tlntngcs of my countrymen, 
the inhnbit:lnts of these colonies. I am well acquainted with the critical 
situation which they have for some years experienced: agitated by 
, ':uiolls dd commotions, they could scarcely be s.1 id to acknowledge 
any gon:nllnent; .while the decree which abolished sla,'cry. not only 
!.. ept them in continual alann for their property, but even for their 
personal safety; so that they were compelled to fortify their harbours, 
and prepare for resisting their mother country. N~y. dreading the 
c"ecu 'on of that dccl\...">C. they had severnl times been on the point of 
applying to the protection of a foreign power. By their courage. pru
dence. and energy, they not only prevented the fatal effects which 
would ha"e rcsultt.-d froJm the fulfilment of that decree, and repelled the 
force which had been sent, in the time of Robespicrrc. to subject 
them to it, but had also delivered themselves from the armed and 
sechti6us banditti, who had threatened, more than once. to drencli the. 
island with blood, Under these impressions, 1 felt an additional motive 
to accelerate the publication of this work. fmm the hope I entertain, 
that the inhabiunts of these colonies will thereby be no sooner known, 
than they will be found to deserve friends, as they have pro\'ed them
seh'es superior to the attempts of their enemies. 

J shall now proceed to Jay before my readers, the plan of my work, 
and the arrangements which circumstances have obliged me to adopt 
in the order of it. 

The description of the Isle of France is coJtected from my father's 
correspondence; the accoun ts given or communtcatcd to me by my . 
friends, as well as authentic papers whtch J have been . penniucd to 
examine. and the printed works of distinguished writers. I experience 
a tensible pleasure in unfolding thc observations and important opera
tions of thoae eminent persons whu have acted tJl(~r parts on the SCIli. 
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and ill the country whose history has employed my pen; though I 

cannot but lament, that from the nalure of it, I am so limited in my 
accounts of them. 

[ have given to my narrative all the regularity which Ihe nature of 
my materials would allow' ; and [ follow the chronological order of 

events, without wandering from the geographical path. The subject 
possesses importance, as well as novelty; but t trust, that higher 

emotions than those oC curiosity, will be gratified by it. .,: .. . 
An authot must ever feel some disadvantage from being <l stranger in 

the country where he writes; but, from the peculiar circulllsbnccs ill. 
which I am inYoh-ed, I am disposed to hope for that indulgence, of 
which I Btand in great need. 

The dtflCrent quotations will be found to produce occasional 
repetitions; but' [ am convinced, that a real advantage will re

sult fi~Y the accession of authorities which are produced 
by it. wmry of islands so little known as those of France 
add Bourbo nllY be considered, in a great measure, as places 
of new' ry; to obtain a knowledge of whien, it is neces
sary to _mine the accounts of every uavigator who has sueces
sivdy Yisitetl theBr. Besides. each author whom I have cited. gives 
sonte specific information or his own. that has not been .commu-

nicated by others. . • 
As authenticity is the tharacter which I Wish, above all others, to 

attach to mv work. I have paefiened to let the authors whom I have 
q.-d, ..-J< IiteraDy for themselves; 80 that I ought. perhaps. as 

it .. Illy fint IntentiOn, to have given to this volume, the title of 

M""." for ." IlitWy oj tIM Is!. 'If Frllll". FSc. But it bas been 
.uggtstaf:t.y 1111 frierIdJ. that tile whole conwlIlIe sutlicient degree of 
~ ~t to rec:ei ... the tide of an Hiotory. and • have 

.ubmi 1IIIe. 10 their ~. . 
If tile bio .......... 01. ages had given nothing more dIan simple 

c· 
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facts. supported by authentic documents. it would haft been better for 
the world; the most jmportant of WI sc.ienccs. that of knowing the 
bistory of men and nations which havc preceded us, would not then 
have been enveloped in obscurity and contradiction; but the desire 

to shine as brilliant writers, a passion for the marvelJous, a rage 
for systems, or prejuclice in political and religious opinions, and other 
similar motives. have frequently rendered it impossiblc, in many works 

. of great character, to separate truth from falselt.ood. 
The gd1era1 plan of this volume, which is more detailed in the table 

of contents, is as follo,,·s. . 
It ~ by instructing d!p ,·oyager.in the mode of approaching tho 

harbours of the Isle of France, which is accompanied with a general 
description of the pln~ the nature of the air, water, and. JOi1, and the 
geographic:al positions. But before I enter upon • detail of111e8e ciraua
stances, and the branches of Natural History, which arite out of them, 
I give a succinct ant\ chronological account of those pe,., who tulve 

been appointed to the government and luperintendance of the bland, 
from its fint colonial establishment, to the present moment.-l thcu 
proceed to give a particul..- history of the animal, vegetable, ond mineral 

longdoms: some acrount of the inhabitanu. both .hite IUId blip. 
lJUCceods, ,, ;th their manners and customs; and iI followed by a doocrip
tion oftbe beautiful .:.cenery with.which the bland is adorned. 

I naturaUy introduce the reader, in the Jim place, to the "Ie of 

France. which iI the appropriate object of my Hi.mJIy; but I IUlJlCDd 
ita historical narrative, in order to desaibe the ~)' with its 
various islandJ, that SWTOuncU it: such u me:- til BaIat, Rodriguez, 
&c. aU of whicl> iI JO """"""'Y to be kmwD, ... fiIeiIJtate the DUip-
tion of those..... I then retum to the .... of F-. to • s :iI>o i .. 
aKJicultural, maritime, and civil, .... bf .... _, .......... by N. _1& 
Boordonnai.. I display all the variouo "'=_ of that w o" .111' s4 
character, and hi. 'UC<:eISOnI; with the -.omicaI, ~q1" t and 
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maritime obaervations of the learned professors and eminent navigators, 

w~in my father lUCCCSSively knew during their official visits to the 
Island.-I then-proceed..tQ state and explain the connection of India 
with the Isle of France. in all its different epoc.has; which oonducts 
me through a long succession of curious and interesting events, to -

the deeth of -qwoo Saib, which rendered England the mistress of 

Indootan. 
SUM is the nature of my work.: nor shall J endeavour to deprecate 

aiticism, by stating the difficulties with which I have struggled, in 
bringing this volume into the form which it now bears.-'It would 
indeed, have been less liable tQ the censure of the critic, j( J had 
written under IIlCIII'e auspicious circumstances i apd it would have been 
more deserving the attention of the politician and. the" philosopher, if 1 
coold have had recourse to the Docks and authentic papers, which 
are to be found in the libraries and public offices of Paris; but still, 1 
am rather aanguine in the hope of its being generally ack.nowled~. 
that 1 have enlarged the acquaintance of Great Britain, and of the 

public ingenenol, with. very important part of the Eastern world. 
1 add the following letter of my father, in order to authenticate his 

original dooign 0( collecting those materials, which fontl a very consi
derable part of this History. 

-
• 

, 
c. 



rREFACE.. 

Y",t Ltlltr cif the lal. BoT'M Gnu" 10 bis Fathtr, on his arriV4l b, fbi 
Ide of fhlllu. 

hie of Franc,. OctoUtr IS. 1740, 

U After four month. aJld an balf of a pretty suttet'Sful voyage. I 
am at last am\'ed at the place of my destination. I avail myself of the 
first ships that sail for France to send you some news of me. 

0< I ru.n here met with every thing equal to my most.sanguine hopes. 
Jy uncle, who is in pedcct health, received me in the tenderest man

ner, and shows me all possible kindness. \\re often spcBk of you, and 
you are n6-er out of my thoughts, which, 1 flatter. myself:. you will 
most readily belie\'e. 1 am neve- oppressed with sadness but when I 
think of the distance which divides US, the length of time which this 
separation may endure, and of the impossibility of receiving intelligence 
of you as often aJ I oou1d wish." 

Of You will see, by my journal, that 1 had, altogether, an agreeaWe 

voyage .• 

If The de!cription of the Island will follow my ~ of the ,"nn-
time observations of the voyage,· because the first which na(u-
rally present themseh'cs on our arrival in a country. are those \I, hich 
belong to local situation . 

.. I shall afterward, begin its history, the events of which I shall place 
in chronoJogical order, from the epoch of its discovery; and I sh::tU re
new my narrative on ,he arrival of Mr. de la BourdonnaisJ of my friend 
Count de R05taing, and myself, at tile island: in short of all those who 
have contributed to its scttJement, as we)) a& of the IsJe 0[ Bourbon. • 

If In the mean while. until I am better inforfmed, 1 can assure you 

• TIM jr.an:aa1 atId IlWilimc ,,~io," an fM'ot pMtell in lbe pftKot 'Vor)., but "'~1 he",. 
dla appnt. 
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that I am in a country, in every respect, delightful. I already per
ceive that no one is tormented here by law--8uits, <II in Normandy and 
elsewhere, and that whatever is possessed may be enjoyed in tran
quillity. 

'4 The climate is channing, and the society is very agreeable: but 
you mUlt first be acquainted with all that formerly related to this little 
terreltrial Paradise, berore you read what is actually passing in it, 
or what 1 may hereafter experience in common with the other inhabi
tantlofit. 

(Signed.) .. GRANT," 

• 

, 

• 
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CHAPTER I. 

Obserflatio/ts O,J tw HariJoon olth;s Island._Erad Dimensions of ii, occorJing 
10 I~ GeoTMtrical Operations oj Monsieur D 'Apres, in '15i, and tbose ojll.¥ 

Abbi dela-Coilk, in 1753.-DirtctionsJor mahing tbt bland, and sailing into 

i ls Harbours, accordi"K to tbe Atcou.nt oJ J obn BlacM, an EngUsb Captain, 

and oliurMamlJcript y'ollrnals ofM,... D alrympk and Mr. Parry.!lc.-PartjclI~ 
la rs of tlH Forls..y the bit (If Tonntliers, Fort Blanc, ac. which dr/end tbe En
trance of Port Lollis, and the TO'um.-Slale oj tIM Ai,. tbroughout the rear._ 
Geographical Positions of tbe principal Points oj tbl I sland, and the Height 

oj tbe M Ollnlaills._Accounl oj tbe several &ttknunls in it by the Portllguese, 

D utch, and Frencb.-T'be GlIVtrnors, from tbe lalting P ossession oj tbe IskUld 

by Fr(lnCl in 1715 and 17?1, down to the present Time. 

T 11 1 11.! are 'wo harbours in this island. That to the south.easr. is called the Grand 
POft, or Creat H:ubour; and thcn:: the Dutch fint established themst:lves; some 

vestiges of whose buildings are still visible. It is entered with great eil5e. with the 

wind. right aft; but it is very difficult to get out by the same passage, as the wind, 
are almost alwa)'s to the SOutb~a5t: there is, however, anomii;r entrance by which 
vessels might cle.ar out with .a leading wind, if a certain point of this passage, where 

there are not more than three f"'l oom water, were cleansed and deepened; an 0pe.

ration .,.lt ich i. very practicable, and woukl communicate a free enjo~cJlt of all . 
it, Olhcr·adnntlgef. 

B 

, 
• 
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The leuc.rbarbour, caned Pon. Louis. i. situarcd 10 thenonb.wett, and it may be 
~ or quiued with a leading wind. It is sitU~lcd ao deg. 10 rain. soutla lat. 
~-Jr55 long. ea.l of PariL The larger hlrbour pt'C&enu iuclf on an19iflg from 

the Cape of Good Hopt, or from Europe; whereu. to let to Port. Louu, whidl is 
on the other .ide of lb. island, the circuit to be made is very considenble, u li:e 

c:urtenl and the winds coming from the east, vessels find it absolutely DC«&lary to 

bear away at leu an hundred leagues., a. high as the island of Rodriguez. A niXe 

particnludexriplim of these harboun will be given heuafter.· 

The principal town, or, as it is sometimes called, the Camp, beausc the ~utcb, 

at 6nt, fonned a cpp there. i. situated at the exltemity of PorI Louis, and at the 
opening of a ,-alley which i. about three qUlnc" of a league in length, and eight 

hundml yan!s in brea.dlh, Qd is surrounded by mountairu. which nature haa covered 
with n:nfurt; but as the gr..,s. in dry &tasons, i. oftentimes set on fire by tbe 
Maroon negroe'. thU part of the mountains assume. an .rid appearance, whidt 
bas dtttived lOme na'figalors into a behd' that this illand was unproducti\'e and 
dem1lte. The circle of mountains .... ,hieh fonn the: valley of Port Loui, is broken 
Into various parts: that which rises 10 the high"est degree of elevation, is tCfmihatcd' 

by an insuJated rock, called Le POliCe.. This part i. aho covered wilh wood. and 

contains the SOUrtt of a rivulet which runs through the lown. 

A. to &be to"1l, or camp, it i. coltlposed of wooden hOOKs, which have only 
• grourJi Door. on account of the winds and the beat. They are separated {rOlD 

taC'b other, and JUrrOuOOrd with palis:adoet. The &!reetl are tolerably IlraiP&. ud 
it were to be wUbed, that row, of U'tes were planted to render them cool Tbe-.kJtl 
about it it ,lightly ~nlded with roch. The town bas no felWar fani6cation, but 
to the left of it i" looking towards the Jea, there is an in~ of dry tCObt', 

n:tcnding {rom ahe mountain to the harbour. On &he .... aide D Fon Blanc, 

"bich deftndJ the enl1'lDCe; .nd oppotite 10 ii, on me o&her Iide. it • bauery 00 
Ibe island of Tonnelie". 

According to the measurement of che Abbe de .. CuBe, w.unuu .. or the laic 
at Fnnce. D ninety tbouand, six bundud, .. aisty.cip tuiIta in cirt~, 

• rCll1 t.o.h:. 8tCUnim. to rht ......... fill ..... D"Apra .. .......,.. la 17,1. It 
........ dq. ,,., <to IK. MlWth ..... n ... 7 .... JO" ....... _t1I .... 0.,. 
~. __ D.".-nJw1 , ••• ,....."" w.&. ... , ... J'_ ........... ... 
IOIIthcr __ ,....~ ... , .... ,.... •• , Ur .................. t.IIt. 
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III largest diameter is thirty-one thousand, dghl hundred, and ninelY toises from nord,:: 
to aouth. and twenty-two thouiand, one hundred and lwenly~rour from eut to 
w~ Its surface contains rour~ hundred and thiro/-two J-bowand. , ix. hundred an4 
eighty acres, at the rate of one bundred rods to ci"ch acre; and tlfenty-fout reet to 
each rod. Thw, according to th~se cak}\lafo~s, the island' i. nPt"more IhaJllhiny. t 
one leagues in circumference, about e\c-Ybl in length, and :Jen in brr.:adtb. TI~ I 

north_west pan is 1eve.1. and tbe nonh-c:..! paTt ~lltir~ly tQ.ycrc:d wi~h mountJi nl. 
from fline hundml to a thouqnd and fifty yard, in height. The IJiif.clt aocl. too#. 

remarkable of them jJ at the mouth of the Black rivcr, ~.ndi, ~allcd Puc~ It 
aerminat~ in the form of an obeliik. crowned ~ilb a IliIrg~ square piece pf rook, 
which DOone has l'\'er ventured to ascend. At a diltance, Ihilll<'tural pyramid.and 
iu capilll.~reaembies the Jtatue of a WClmllh. .. 

The island is watered with upward. of .il:IY rivu"'. wme of \I.-bieh are destitute 
or ""ler in the dry season; more particularly .inc:e so mu ch ",ood bas been cut 
down. The interiQr par~ of the. ialarfd are full of ponds, and art: r~quefllly refresh. 
ed with rain, the douds b.eing continually broken by tbe summits of the mountain" 
and"the wood! which cover them: this ci rcumstanCe is extremely bencllciallO the 
illand. .nd. is the caUit of it. healthiness aud fenility. 

A panicuJir Kquaintance w&th the b~rboun is euenti;rllo me knowledge of any 
mariti..e cournry. We sball. rhcrefore, offer the initructions for elltering Pan 
Louis, wbich haye: been panly communicatcd by Mr. Di.lrympl.e, who, in ~vcry thing 
whic~ relates to the hlvigatiDn and ~umllOlnceJ tf::me: Indian ~as, :, superior tp 

any other man. 
" Ptocttding from the edt the ~t land You make i. a .Dall island, wea by lOuth, 

provided you come by (he lIIilUcle, of ~1Ieg. 6 wo. 5 $CC. Soon aftcrwarru. you 
will ICC the norr.h..eaJl pan. oftbe ~c:ipaI idand: th$:n, keeping the same side, bear 
away boldTy to the wCJt, till you bave the ble Longue about three mila to the 
ROrtb.:;.!M't wbep me point you are., make. wiD be about • mile to the IOUth.: leave the" II a conyenicat dilWlCC to abe CUt. when.afiu haYiag passed the two 6rst 

point .. direct your coone to the body of'lhe island. keeping, however, to the south. 
w~ of it, if you have a land brctzc, but if the wind blows &om the SCI, keep more 
to lhe ... OQ ICtfIDl of' the waves. wLKh ~nJy bear towards the land. 
1'beot an. r.)a...:10 Ibe tip&. aa.ria&o abe port towards Ihe soulh. or nthcr 
CO .... IOIIth ........... ,.. will be oIf .... &lit ..." wbicb wiU be to .... loII or 

B. 
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the eatrance. ThtiS adv~ .nd when the poinr of th~ nordl-wca of the Island 
ofTonnt:lien is to the to\Jth-~ut. you will be abreast che kcond buoy. FmlD 
thence keep 10 the IOUrh.aoulh~UI, till the fort on lhe point to your right -aP;X:ilIl 
to the ,ouliHouth·well; then proceed lOUth_east by south, LiII the same fort i. 
seeD ... «1 by .odth, and the north_weSl point Of lhe Ide of Tonnelien due easl, 
and you ...-:ill then be at the entrance of the harbour. You must then take cate to 
alat.ken ail, hning but • sman space to ru .... and you will Cln anchor in • good 
botIom of black mud, with small SC'1.wetd and young earal, in four fathom Waltl"l 

U The feu of tbr: courx for the cntrllnU of tbe pott iJ IS follow.: The fott on 

the point to 1M: right must bcM north·we.t by weu half'-"eil, Fort BuUoc.~ south
Wt:Il by welt. the fifJt windmill to the rigbt on entcring. lOulh-lOUth-west; the 
second windmill on the lillie island, south by east: Fprt Saint Harbr,. 5Outh..ea)l 
hf IOUth; the head of Paerbolle, south-cut. half IOUth; &he north-cast angle of 
the wall of the magazine. JOut¥aSl half e6JI; the IOUth~Ul poinl of the hle..af 

Tonnelien noM half e~st; the redoubt of La. Bounlonnoil north-well, and the 
weuunJJlO5t point of the hie of Tonnclieu. nonh-north-wc:'I. 

" The bottom of the hilrbour, though il ba. no great deeth, i. vC1)' level. 
"Duriog lhetime when we were moored in the harbo\lr. which WaJ from lhe Jtitre 

June, 11Sa, old stile, 10 tbe ~Oth of October Following, we experienced .frequen~ 
aea b~zeJ for the space of five. or ,Ill hQUu: and I have obKrvcd thai the .... ·ind 
would n:main 50mttimet in the OJ( or oortJl''I\.l:St, for two or Ihree days logethlr 
wilhoul man&..u,g; and &1 othef>times there would be a loCa breeu: in tbe coune cI 
a iOnnighL In such a c::ircumuance,Jou may w.tit for a favourable win4 to enter, 
by cucing anch.:w in the Bay de. 'J'ort~· in tbirty or lhirty~five £illhotn y;lter, 

'Itbere, :u lOOn ~ the point 10 bemade, .ball be to the nonh-eUt -Browl-obay. 

' t .outb-toutb-ast, and the nonhern extl'mlity or lbe hie of Tonneliers, It 

about foor mtle., aoulh_foOuth.~: the wCJtemmost labd in "jew, IOUth_,,·e,,
by W~I. you will be ready, on the first ravourable brt:C'Ze, to erner; and. 
you, .DIOJeO\'er, obJerve the disectiom already givo:., rake me 'lO make .oundi .... 

• TIw 1.1har o(tbacob~rim. it . i,tdal rn~dll' tlw 81)' de. Tortue.; b~ m1ll1", tire..,. 4. Tombnll, which g..elf iI, IlIJd. il titulff4 kt.ecnlt and Port Lou.. Tho ...... 
• p it ftr1 tood m t!w a.,. dll Toadla., bcin, &-om ,.. to twtIft hlitOfl ......... ..., .. 
T..r.a 1IM_l6kA1dcpth .. kad&. (N",.,,,, .. , .. , .) 
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on both .ides the. venel, the thannel being Vtry narrow at the entranc:e of the 

harbour," 
01) a chtn of !.he harbour 00 the nonh~wesc, and tbe loro of the island of Mau

ritiu., taken at ~o deg. to min. latitude, and 5~ deg. 55 min. cast longitude, from 
the mmdian of London, the: following directioN for entering thi, harbour, were . 
wriuen by an English navigator. 

" A fleet, arriving at the island ofMauritiw, from Europe, mast belt awa)' at lin t, 
IOwarda the SQlU~asl pan, and then dofible it, 10 as hrovc the ealt side "'"ell open: 

then proceed west by north, till you enter the track punued by the ShfC'lfsbury, 
a ship belonging 10 the EaS( India Company, keeping at the distance of about IWOo 

mile. frorn shore. The Shrewsbury Cut anchor in the road, in about eigbt fathom 
w.ter J the flag.S(ali' or. !.he tOWD, being IOUlh~e;ut by tOUth. and the extremities of 
the land from south-west by west to the north.east, at. abe distance of about three 
miletfrom the Ilag_staff'. I found by &evenl obicrvations taken in the road,eat the 

variatioR of tM needle is from '5 <kg. 11 min. west. The illand i, situated in the 
I;\lit~de of the $OUlh-eut trade wind,: i, i, rcfreahed witb frcqUC'rit su-hrcezct" which 
seldom fail blowing at the new and full moon from !lomh to south-w-cst for du'tt or . 
fout da)\!. If at thi. time a fleet should find iLtClf ncar the island, it might, I think, 

safely run down the west tide, keepil\g at a proper di5l.ancel.. as far as the eotranceor 
the road, and without being incommoded WIth 'all}' battery .. ",'herea .. by entering on 

the eaSl side, it would be obliged 10 pm before a chain ofbatleriel. 'rhe pi\ot in

formed me, tllat a cha.in or boom had been la.tely 6.~ed, to reac.h Itom \he hie do 
'font\elieu 101M. point of Fort Royal. On doub\illjl the ,ide ,r the Toad, lAW 

.evera\ pole. '" the Willer, with white flag. ananged or planled on the edge of the 
shore; but fearing lOme deception, 1 ventured to ex:amine them during dlC 

aigbt, but wl.en I approached one of the flag., I found Ihal it wu Ii:ced to a buoy, 
and tbcrope to whICh thi. buoy was lied, kePt it O();lung two feel undC'r the surface of 

"~r. 10 thaltbe flag ~ fi.:ced in the aand al tbe bottom. On sounding I 

fould eiKtu 5atborrrwllter." 

TIlt fOIlowins observations were written on a cha.n or the isbnd of Mauritius. 

ud oipd J. It ...... poocd ,Obe c.pO>in John Blak • . 
• The bocIr of &be Wand is situated 10 <kg. lomiD. IOUth. 1:0 deg. 1:0. min. It • ~1iD)''''.''''' aDd forty~ve. broad;- isiDbabitc:d by ~renc.h. and 
- AcconIioIIO ...... ..". eldIc Rae chart, tbtAbW. II (:aDJe ~_leD&dt fill 
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is tht:ir genera1 rmdesvou. for refiethmc:nt for their ahips. in 10 .. to, or ~ 
rrom lodiL It is likewite appointed, from it. convenient dwation,. to fteci.,.1hipI 
of .. ar and privatec.r&t for the putpoJCt of rd'rtllnntDt. or refitw. Icc. It well .. in 
time orw.,. IO Interceptor dia:turb the cOIDmcrceolother nation. to. Eut Indica. 
The town and tbcport in the nonb .. eu part oI'tbe island, form a ma&uine for aU 
kinW of rNlrilimeaoru and provisions, 10 that it DUly be consider~ of the _me tm. 
porlarK:'e to ~ French in tbe East Indies, u PonMihonu 10 the English in the Me
dilurlnetn: aDd it may hemfte.r become • danserolu pbce fOt the commeru tI 
other nalm eng_sed in the eocnmcree of the £alt. II i,l 6ne country, Qrm~ 
with trta of all a zes. nle . 'atcm pans. from Port Loui. to lhe .... 1IMIh. the 
counuy i. 'IOOUntainou • • nd rocky, .oci i, iDbabiled by pt • • nd wild boen in glUt 

numbers. From Port Lowi., lbUCbing toward. the cast to c.bc ".nonah, the 
country .u very beautiful. In ~ V1viroa1of f1ac., the country u )eyel and without 
atone., ... tered by .. treat number of ,maU IlJeUII. 

'" Pun I...oWs is ,ir.WIl:d in about 19 dE:g. 50 am. IOUth lI.tituck. and i. vay cIiI
CO\'crable from me mountain Pde:rbotte, UhtardJ which you must direct yolll" co,une 
1OII.tb.cut by IOUlh. and enter tbe barbour by the Point Rdief. bearing 

I'ewboue. aDd the amilll point below it. It i. not DeUW.ry 10 take "~~,~!! 
}"Ou enter the channel, w~ you will find from fOrty, thirty, Iwenty.to I 
.att"i whca you may advance till it is aeces.wy to be lOwed. and whicb C&MDt 

be avoided. u the lrinds seoen.lly blow from cbc land, and the cbanad if lOO 

narrow to admit of tdinlt. When you bin OI'lU entered Lhe upper f*l of else 
barbour, you art: lee .. from the wind and bed: 'Vacher, aDd iaabowfollr, or b&r 
fathom and " balf.ater. You IDOOr with tbe be. bowerartdlDr""~1 
and mWt bower to IX Wt.IWOUfh..weJt, 10 at 10 ride between bod! (0"" lOuth, 
IOUlh-eut, which blow (rdt ill Ouniea. You alto Dr rc--- aoc:bar to the 

oonh-wut, utem, to pttvmt your lbip r.eadi"'l to me -..Iwoae, .. die barbour it 
narTOW." J. B. 

To the fOtegoin, c.uriow aDd iDlb"UCtivc iDCCXIIIItioD, we ... ..wlbc ~ 
...... b. 

The koad> oflhc dwu>el, .. -.os ,.. LooIt, _ IIoc .... __ 

the ..... ,;.. N dq . ........ ala. .............................. ... 
_da. ,~ RbIQ ......... .lItW .. IICIIIt. ........... IiIiI ... 
hrn: res-mtld. 
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hp, 'Which haft been plead lhe~ 10 mark out the palSlge, to ,he extremity of the 
harbour, i. about. mile and thf'te quat1cn. In me 611t pin of the dwmellhcre is 
about eighty feet water I It one..third the Imgth of ir, belw«n Fort Blanc, and 
the forti of ,he hie of Tonnelien, there is fony-dghl feet .... 'cr; and in the 
remaioias third of ,he: chlnM.l, wilhin lhe 11k &a Tonneliera, near the bulk fOr ca_ 
reeninz ~b, there i •• ixteflJ, eighteen, and twtnty fen waW' ; and in the tur_ 

bou,. without the mole, before the powder m.gnine, there-i. rromeight to fourteen 
~ •• tet. 

On d:Ie ld\ .ide of lhe pon, on c:JKering. there i. a na\unl baJOn caUed Lc Trou 
Friaron. This balOn, which i. tbrtt hundred f.1hcwn in lmgth, and sixty wide, is 
not more !han tight tor ten feet~. on account of the tanh or land which ~ been 
arricd into it by the water, Ind on account ofibe coral banka which have gro~'n 
there; ~ u we .t.J1 &tIte bc:tnftcr, .ccordin, to the oo.ervatlOfls of M. de Tro.. 

_fin, M. de Rochon, aDd OlhttS, ,hi, buon might be ckam! out, and pm into I 

condition to receive a consi<kn.ble number of vc~ls, and to afford diem tbe most 
perfect KCUrity, even againlt!he drtctl ofhurric:ana 

We shill not ~nter at pretent into any fUrlMr d~lails rc:lJICcting this harbour. 
The cban of the iibnd, which forms an important part of thi, volume, and an ac· 
COUnt of the diff~rc:nt points which will be given bcrnfttt, will afford all the iIIus
mlioaa IlKUUry 10 tbi. bruch of me FMraI .tUbjea. 

The Dda are nac "try perceptible at Ibi, id.nd. 'I'bote of the equinox rue 
three: feel; the c:ommoa tideI rile at mOlt butlYO ftc, two inches. 11 is alway. 
high Waler about noon, .. the IICW aDd fuO IDOOD. The wind. also hne a COD_ 

siderable in8nena: 00 the .... which arc devllC'd by datue of the west ..nel 

-""'" The iJIIowing letter of Capuia Je: BlUe, of \he ahip HaliCa.'(, datm off Mau-
rltiDI, tho Igch July, 1758, ~ipeCUng Pon l...oWI, and Ihe I'Q8.AtIet of entering ii, 
btu • .aural quel to 1bo1e which bne preceded. 

• It it. ftrJ' COIWCftient port. in whkb "Clltl. DIllY rc:ficsh and. repair al .. ~ry 
..n DJIIClr" ...... thepalDt expedition; .. place being a magar.ioe ofall 
kladt of __ ... proYision. which a aliip IDIJ IIUld in need of. Good b«f 
CGIII .. ... ret, poud, fiJh a balfpaIny, .. ftDLIOn at. the lame price. 

TonIea ... ~_'" ond ............ _ Rcdri&u< hlond, wbc'o,pn 
... MCCNIIIa ~ • 4aKhmcIIl 01 ei&bl1BCD. 1 mention this Clrcura. 
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• stance, Ie. any of our vcacl.t, pming DCaf tbi. itland. and pr:rc:eiving a building 
and smoke, may imlgine that they are peNOIi' QSt away. and lose their time, u 1 
did, in the endca\"our to gctthem off the island. The v~b wbich come .here (to 
lo.buf.uuJ). endeavour 10 put in lbert:. a.nd although our charts place the rodu that 
.urTOl.md it at fh~ leagues distance, it does not exceed more than twO miles. 

.. On we t4th June, lteeriDg .w~north_Wet~ J discovered the 111100 Mauritius, 
(OUr1em leagues diont, bat1Utg 16 dtg_ 30 min. WISI varilJliDlt. I bore toward. 
the nonh-c"ut part of the uland, until I had pauc:d ncar lite Round 1~1es, keeping 
"''-0 miles witholl' dlt: cout of the iiland, until 1 arrived at a mile", d istance from 

abe Coin de Mirt:. Tbc FrenchC.ptilinJ lold me, that the sides of Ihi. rock were 
10 perpr.ndicular. thai a .hip may approilch near enougb to admit almo" of throw_ 
ing a biiCuit:uhon:. Anef I had passed Ibi. point, J bore away lowards the land, 
Iioulb-wc$l. by lOuth, and sooth40uth-west, until I Wali near .. ledge of rocks 
which run OUt before dlC"lollg point, for abotH twO mile. from the: ,hore. tbough 
they may be approached LO at the diltJOCC of a mile without danger: 1 found no 
bottom with sUI)' F..lhom lirK:. at the distance of ,,,,,'0 miles, afler whiCh there is no 
hnald. The lOWIi amf the mountotin of Pcterbone arc then \'isib1e; th~ I 
of which is ,"ery remarkable. and $tf\'cs for the point of direction to enter 
hMbol.lf" . 

.. After having passed the ledge, which has jU" bCen mentNlned, and keeping e101e 
10 ii, a. !l1e wiD({ blow. off .wore. you may caM anchor in fifteen or Iwenty fathom 
wale', though the bonom j, OOt very good lill you arrive ncar the pon. 1 mention 
wi. circum5Unce, because if you ail during the nigl110 the currents arc 10 mongo 
panic.tlarly ncar the uland. thai they wouk! carry tOe ,"easel to &be leeward ileftlre 
il Wat day, aud it "'OIIld be absolutely neceuary 10 lxar aW;lY 10 tbe (loll, lO regain 
Lhe .,ind. There it 00 danger whate\'Cf betwccn tbe ledge and the pon: 10 that you 
do not gel imo leu than ,,,,,dve fllthom water. )'ou nuy wi by night aJ well as by 
<by, E,-ery \'euei that anivCl here, Ifll::r hllving paued. the ledge lind drawn ncat 
tbe I.md, mwt boUt her- nlg and nrC'two gun.. If in tbe night, Ihe lantern must be 
ligbced up ... ben a pikx t()IltC.I 011 board, ""ho brings vegellb wilh him, and .leers 
the $bip to the entrallcc of me port. The pori tJpflin (hen come. 011 hoard, " .. ilh 

a boaL, clmns, &c. to a..itt lhe .hip in entering the Iwbour, lind 10 moor it tbe~ • 
wbleb he tee. properly done before be quiu the Vt'iKl. A. the channel II \'Cf)' nn

tOW, ,00 d)C. "'100 i. penlly contrary, it it fltqueuuy ,,«(U;;try to lOW ycmU 

• 
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lAta me harbour, wbich, by means of long chains, i. no difficult operation; and: 
in the ('oune of the day. the vend i, moored. We had the good fortune 10 enter 
ctrlliglu before the wind I but web II circumstance does not ort~ happen. I mij$t 
abo OOten'c, that, on the lummit of a wry high mountain, thert" is a very good 

tight.t.usc, at a guide to l"C5K1I dllli arrive by night, .nd in the day-time i, diSJ;)b.y. 
II Das,-

.. The French al""11 approach Maundus between the HllIlg\ng Rock, which i. 
caUed lc: Coin ck Mlre. and I'jsle L(jng~ pUling y~ near the Hanging Rock to 
avoid. II Ref. whioh Ilrelcbef oull"-\') miles before I'ble Ronde. Tiun U II good 
d!annd ~re. in paning which there u no danger. The Fsencb come within light 
of land, u we did; they then toUch at the hie .. reach the Hanging Rock, pan 
me rttf off Long Point, and follow tbe $lme track which has jun ~n described. 
No one on board my .hip had been in tbis island. and our cbaru ..... ere very <felix:. 
the. mUm,; 110 me'liion of !he paluge between We i.ues; and a.s I was uxafly unac· 
fluaimed with tbe na\'igalioll, I did not think it prudent to run any hazard; but I 
consider it as Ihe IUrest and the ~ssage; although !here is .some: difficulty ill pau
ing tiy the i.I('$, from not. disco,'cring ~ iand. BUI if the Hmging Rock &hould 
DOl be)x:rcei\'C:d in lime 10 get beyond the r~f off Lemg -Point before night, il 
would be beller 10 bear away to II:~ ea,t until morning, a. there il no danger to 

be feared but which is pcrteptibk. The \·~I I command is dlC first Enghsh ship 
tNt hu \'iaitcd thi. uland, since it has been in poue.s.ioo of the French 0 and 1 
WaJ recei ... ed with the greala$1 ciliiliIY." 

.h is ncc~ry to communicate the following circumJtances of {he Isle c1e= Ton
_lien. at the tntrante 0( Pan Louis. 

a. The redoubt, called Ie Bourdonnois, is bomb.proor, aDd is defended by at 

ba &biny pi>xes of hea ... y artillery • 
•• " .. covered by • batl~ .. ""hicb jutl on the shore of the island, with a postem 

and • trench 10 communicate with tt. 
8. 1'bcID it aotbet bau.ery to the left of 1hc redoubt, with a covered way of --t. ~ .. bunt:lm:I yards to the risOlo there if another .redoubt or battery. 
5- A_ ~ aod fifty yards .un funbcr to the right of the Wt.. ia 

~"",,,,i:' 
c 
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6. A .. 11 battery at the Catt point of the hie de. T~ _ • ~ 
which communicate. 'With another small and I'IUTOW iAaDI. at the cavemilp .r 
wWc:h 1hcte it abo a tnlail redoubt. 

7. Th6C ~re twuwamps betlind dJe rtdoubt. 
8. There a~ twO red'. of rocq hltorc the Ide of Tonnelien., to .. '" .

nonh, and facing the redoubt. They are extended to a nnd-bank. which ItR:tche, 
OUt about rwo-thiTda of a mile to the north, wben there i. about ax "tho .. watt. 

""'hitb dim1nbbcs on applWching me i.land. 
9. But thn bank doc. not extend itself, in the same manner, on die tide or the 

Wand .hleh borden on the channel at the cnu-ancc of the pon, as it contains 

twcoty~fivc fathom wattf; 10 Ihal the large" veuen IDay pus through il. 
10. It i. but lately thai a kind of causey hall been erected to conllCct lbe .. le of 

Tonnclkn with Maurithu . 
I t. There are ICveUlI windmilb round the barbour and. thc town. 

11. In the mid$\of the &anne\, or of the port. bet'W«ll the hie or Tonoelier. 
, and the to,"" a pontoon is fix.ed with anebo~ in Mute fatbfn WIter, for arccninl 
¥tSIMi. • 

Fon Royal, or Fort Blanc, on the point 'Opposite the hie of Tormeliets. con .. 
t.ains thirty_five piece. of larg~ cannon. The fire of )his fort ~uel that of the 
ble of Tonnclkrs. in order to defend the entrance of the port. The breadth of 
the channel between the fort ami the litter iiland doe, not exettd five hUDdrcd 
yard •• 

,Fort Blanc i , toituated on a kind of gland lhat IlretCbeI .10IIII$ die COUI, wi. 
which it it con~ted by a bridge or causey, communiwmg .... lhc narrowa& 

part of a IWaIInp. which 4Cparatea it from the body of the wand. 11U ron. U)n-. 
iCveral covered batteries, and is flanked by otbc.n to the right 814 k:ft; A mole 
hat aleo been conlU\lc~, which Itrelc:ht:! OW inlO the an, bciofe, and to the ripr. of 
the harbour. 

1n the midd\c .~c:e betwt-en Fon Blanc II1ld lhe pan or lOWAt 011 the .-e 
.ide as the channd "hich fOf1N the entrance, aod at. aboUl ais hundired yudt .... 
Fort Blanc., there. ai&tl\al\._ bt. con""' ... ~.e ~ At. 
the. dUtance or live hundred yarda from the &atI:r fort, .ad __ the ...na., .... 
a line of cnucnchmcnu, wbitla Itretc.hc. OUI u far u the J'1OI ..... n 10 •• ., .. 
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entrance inur me port, or to tbe .'eM of the town. On the side of the challne;I, 
and before. the entre:nclunenll. are lOme salt_woru. , Viuun the eutrendunent j, 

lhe BalOn dc',Torh\eS. 
The extreme pan of the harbour, Ixfore the gn:al hospital. is defcDded by 

anothet fon, ",·bieb is distinguished by a n~g. J I i. Ilkewi.e: fumi5hed with heavy 
anillcry. The powder magazine i. atoate on a mlall i!land, which i. connected 
wir,h the shore, by a cauJey a.lmoa. opposite the governor" hQuse. Thit causey 
lC!'Ves abo lOr a quay; lind it incima a part of the: greal basin, wbere vtuck 
enter to be careened. At the end of thi, caulC)'. on the 1cflt i. a lfDa\l inner basin 
for tbe rdittal of vcuc1s, Ind nar it they luke in their fresh water with the 
greatest convenience. Here abo is the curious machine invented b), M. de la .Bour. 
donnoiJ, by ",·bieh ,'clo$Cb arc lifted out of the WIlla; 50 that they are cleaned and 
repaired with (he uunoCl txpediLion. 

The place of ann. and ,he pande u before the governor', house; aotl behind lite 
large b\lildings of the hospital is the Fon Saim.e &rbc. 

Unforlun<ltely Port Loui, is choked up in different pb.c« by !.he buill of leveral 
vessels, whkh have been lost from an igl\Onll.te or lhe naVigation, whicb ~ now 10 
well known.· Many 0£' the~ dangeroul circumstance., however, no longer elti 61 • 

• The number of thr.e hdlJ ••• ~,,"h to thlrty.four. Th IIlJ'MI of the ,rattlt p;u1 of them 

.rt still remClA1mt<i1 and thri~ n"Ipccti"e .iNluol>' ""' mltbd in lile e:hatt of Ihb port by M. 

D'Apra. Til.,. h_ heenMltlpD:'d . afT" him, by M. de BoQ.q!H!f.lllr. officer in the Prendl niT)' 

in ' 77S' II \\leU u by lIr. DWyl1'l,k ilt J7\lJ.- 'the_ ofliMK w""el. Ire M 1'oUo>w: 
a - La RCllOmmCc. P L 'lllultn, "I I.e Man. 
b La C!otildc, q , . Lt. Colomb, , 
d Lt. PiCl'1'C. • 
• - ..Lc~riJ.ooI . • • La D_. " • L 'A •• • 
• W 51. PbiUi;. • 
k Le Maul-ejla" • 

"'Walpole. , 
m • Lec.taun, • 
• . "'-

Lc Granlhllll. 

· Lt DCli., 
Lc Mathauh. 

· Lt !latin, 

· ,L',Au,UlIiC'> 

I.e Due d'Anjll'4 

· La Fu!ire. 
Le Choileui! . 

LcNec~. 

La l'cndop. . 

C. 

ab LIlCorinllte, 
Ie: LeM_. 
Id LeI "111SC'I.1tt 

I.e Du<: d'Otl$III, 

Lt Due M Sourpgnr.. 
et In JiuCCI La R.ei~ 
et. I.e Silhouette. 

",. ' . 

, 
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from tht: change. and Jtttlelmnll tll:Il have laken piau: I 3f well as from the c:e .... 
lion of the periodical hurricane. in tlu: month of Febrl,Qry. ",hich have not happe-nell 
for the last ten yan: a very fonunale change, which hal been attribu~d to \he dimi

nution of the wood and the clearing the land. 

• The port on the soulh-ast of tI~.id~nd. called Port Bourbon, i. in 20 dtg. ao min. 
south latitude. II hal tWO entranccit but thaI to the west is by far the molt com
modiOli' , on account of its depth, though it is rather narrow. II is n«:esslry OR 

entering to pau near the ImIlU island which is just off the shore; and, baving doubled 
il. )'OU must bur aw.y to the ean, to avoid the point of the retf to tbe ..... es[. ami 

aut anchor in the basin in twenty or thin)' fathom On entering the port you 

may di5lingui$h the channel by the colour being no danger which 
is not lufficiendy apparent. The harbour j, bad wealner by a reef 
of roclu, the gre:uer part of which i, visible at low and contains .. mall 
basin. in wbich Yeuel, of any size may be careened. At the fOOl of lhe roef it i. 
four fathom and an half .Jatcr. It is. however, very difficult to get out of the har. 
bour, from the stationary nalUJ'e of the winds, which blow intO the port, ;md when 
tbey change, are generally variable. with occasional brttze.~ There is, however. 
another channel, which, if it wen: cleared, would aBOrd a practicable pa.ssage. in aU 
weather; and were iliat necessary object aceomplished,.Pori Bourbon would be the 
belt in the j.land. 

'fhe praillate of the weather tnroughonl the year is n follows. 
Janllary.-R~iny and warm. Storms, which are sometilQCs accompanied with 

thunder. though by no meaN vioientl and, as the tempeatuou! seuon approacbet, 
all navigation i. JUspended ulllhc montb of April; when the 6eIdI become grecn, 
and the whole lamhcapt a.uu~ a more cheerful appearance. 

Fcbruary.-Violen! gale. of wind, and hurrical'lCl, with thunder. Tncse hum.. 
canea, 'oI'hich, iiI! tle year 1789, were corutant in this month, have .iDce that time 
entirdy ceued: bOi the inhabitanll have not a .utJicien! ~e on this circum. 

Slance, IS 10 be wholly unprepare4 (0,: them, in case they shoul4 return, and rcrcw 
their former ravage •. 

March.-The rains are leu frequent, the windt always in tbe 5Outh-eut, and the 
heat mocicnllc. 

ApriL-Tbc KllOl'd.1iDe. and we gnu begiOl to wilber on the mountdDI. 
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May.-We~my and nonh'''''est winds; ~ season dry, but in the \ow grounds 

tnd the interior PIn. of Ihe island, the air possesses an agreeable freshness. 
June.- The winds are lIationary at the south_ea", from which point they very 

seldom vary. The rain falls in small drop!. 
July.-Wind in the south.east; strong breezes during .he day. wllich subside 

at ni.8ht, when it bt:comes calm. The rain falls in slight dropping showers; and 
the air is so cool as to require warm clothing. In lhort. it is now winter. if .uch 

an expression may be employed in a coumry where the tree. never lose their 

leaVe!. 
August.-It railU almost every day. The lummilJ of the mountain. are clad in 

cloudy vapours, which descend into the "allie., accompanied with gale. of wind. 

Septembcr.-The same weather and the lime wind. It i. now the time of 
harvest. 

Octoher.- The temperature of the air is somewhat warmu; though it is still 
fresh in the interior pans of the island. At the end of thi. month the corn is sown, 

and in four months it i. reaped. It is sown again in May, and is ripe ~ September; 
So thai there are two har."eS1-' in the course of the year. 

November.-The hea! is now very sensibly fclt I the winds afe variable, Ind a~ 
lOrtletimCl in the north.west. The rains Ire accompanied with stonns. 

December.-The heall incrta:oc. The ,un b \'ertical, but the heat of dw:: ai r is 

moderaled by the rains, wllich destroy the (11'1, grushoppcrt, IIlU, &e. In ,horl, 
!he winds and rain. produce Ihe 5al1le beneficial effect, which other climates receive 
from the cold and frolll of Ihe winler SClIson. 

M. Ie G~ntil· gi ... ~ the following accoulII of the climate of this j,II.mci, in his 
Voyage to the Indian $cas. 

• "There are four seasons in the island of Mauritius. The first begins in May, 
and a. accompanied with louth.ost winds. Al this lime the itland is subject to 

aquaU. and~. The rains are in gc~ral very beneficial to the corn, though they 

lOmCume. iajure it, 
.. Tile lCCond ICUOD begins in September or October. at which time the &O~th_ 

cast winds are .ucceeded by those of Lhe north_west. The: lun now approaches 
the uni&bQhbe Wand, wilmn the: atmosphere, and causes the rains and winds. which 
SClXPDy best. ja 1lec:o.Utr, ..... ben the third ICason commences, which extends to 

• !loyal AcadtuUcian. 
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Marcb. The rO~,ea5Ofl then taw ia [UTU, alKI I.~u no more than six weeks. 

This is lhe ~uon. 1 

.. This dh·j1ion of the year more p.articularly relates to the general cultivation of 
the i51and, than to lIny otlK:r circum5Untt; h , in fact, there are but two season, . 

~ of die winds from lhc lOulh..t;ast to lOuth, and lhat of tnc winds from nonh-east 

to nonll. The twO intermc:dhuc 1(;."'11. are cauKd by the change in the ai r, which 

iJ a kind of monsoon, blowing from IOUlh-ean to nonh~st. The ~uth..east wiuds 

a~ strong and violent, but they an: not dangerOtu to the shipping, as they never 

cxccro a c':Tlain degree of force; on the contrary. the winds from the nonh.east 

to the north· .... e5t are ... ~k and iUlttnlpted by calms. This is called the rainy, tem

pestuous, and hurricane season. It is, indeed, considered IS the win~, though it i. 
the bauest pttiod of the year; and receive. that denominltion beelllle, while it 

laslS, no !hips ven~ure out to tea, and tbe vo),age to the Indies <::10 onl), IX made 
by a vtry long and c:ircurtou$ course. 

c. The IOUlh~MI. -..i11W. give a c:enain frcmness 10 tho!! air. 'but while they blow~ 
every thing ceall!l to vegetate. more particularly in those pans ..... hich arc: expoeed 
to them. Hence: it is. that trees and fnai t seldom atlain any degrte of glOwth or 
perfection in the diMC! of Pamplemouse, ,.'hieh is alffiOlt entirely cleared of itl 
wood. Orange and lemon trees suffer the most from the ",uth-eaJt winds, al they 
rtquire ,heller. Those, indeed. whicb grow in Ihe woods arc: nourishing and lofty, 
while suth as inhabit the ptain are -'trunk or mutilated. Thit wind is so obnoxious to 

vegetalion, that lita bear no fruit 01'1 the.ide that i. expoae<l to ii, while the opposite 
putl yield a comparative abundance. The tamarind, which po5$Cau a more hardy 
narure, bravo the malignity of the wind. and would therefore fOrm a protccting 
shelter for the more tender fruit treC$, which are planled in garderu; !>Ut it is' of 
. uch & .d"",· growth in r,hi$ Uland aJ to be thought undeserving of any cart: or culti .. 
Yalion. The D nch at the Cape of Good Hope .beller thcJr fnlil tree. from this 

wind, bY intcrsect.ing their gardtJIJ with thick planted lint:.5 ur hedgeJ of oak.. In fact, 

then: iJ no prOi$pCCl of forming luch a protection for the fruit lt~es in this Uland, but 
after a long course ofyeal'S, _the growth oflrec. there is JO very ,low. The bam· 

boo hH, indeed, been planted for this pUrpolC. but iu FOOII 'P~ad to lOch iU'I exUllOJ'
dinary diltante- around it, 1M to be injurious to lhc: ,"tty IIttS il might be iaImdcd 
'0 l"""""-

.. The: nights are i:encrally very fine, particularly in the rcason of d:IC ....... 
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"ind., AI this period, the sun ri&eJ with a serene aspect. At about ten o'clock 

lmall clouds appear, and Continue [0 accumulate without ally menacing appearance; 
they occupy bUI I sm,1I apace, while their motion i. almost imperceptible. A kw 
drops of water fall from them, a cenain lign of the rain which foilow l l for the Iky 
is almost immediately, and so insensibly overcast, tbat it is impos.!ible 10 peKe1ve 

from whence the douds hive proceeded ; at the ume time the rain increases in 

luth a manner, u to render it impracticable to lee any object at the d istance of an 

huodR:d yards. The6e raills continue about 111'0 houn, but rail only when the 

wind leU in from the sea. When thcae inundating showers cca5e, vapoun arise 

from the llel, and afC stopped by the mountains. On the: conlra~·. during the lCiI

son of the IOUtb.east windJ, panicularly in the evening, a small nin is .&ten to r.lI, 
lhough the sky appears without a cloud, lind adorned with stars in full lustre. 
Al d\e extremity of the harbour, rainbows are also produced by the moon j a pbzno

menan very .eklom seen in our pm of Europe_" 
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TA'1.~ oj the G 'OCI",UICA L P OI IT10N I oJ 11M PJlnI rf",ari4J!l, fa;.ls in/be 
I lL t or FII "NCt., tl'itD fbi Height oj its lIfounlaj,u abor" tbt Lt.'t} of t/¥ S,a. 
occording to the Geomelri&aJ OjIKoiions de L' ABat l.! l LA CA I L Lit, mau ill 
llu Yenr 1153. 

toll LoftJi 1!~ltlK 
!IOIII~ Lot;· u .. '''.111 Ioo ... ,h< ,<><I.. L ............. ..r ... 

~~. 

Summil of the hIe of Serpenu, alkd Paruol.~ Small Round hIe • • • • • • 
" 111.8 55 51 +6 I 

Summit of flit Grnt Round ble I!J SO 74' .6, 
Summit ofk Coin de Mire '956 u 57 H J:' •• Pginl of ClnoonJen '9 S9 5 51 ,0 
EIIn poim of the areal ble d'Amlm " • S7 40 2 ~ 
Pgin! of Roxlle •• · " 57 39 ' 3 
FOOl: of 1M Ib.,nalf 0 .. lb9'firn difoo'tery ofrm 'hips •• • S7 35 ' 4 .,. 
FOOt of the fhg .ltd Oflhc Long Mountain _ •• " i7 Ir 5' " Front of the _ (hurch of fon Loiji, •• . ., ". Point of FI.c •• • " .. , Poot of tile flal_staR" at the opening of Port Loult •• lollS7 l 7 1 ... 
Summit mille moulltain caJk.d Peterbotlll •• 1121S7JCl 41 ... 
Summit of the: rod Qlh:rl J..<, POllee •• .. , 57 ~9 IS , .. 
P<!int of tile entrance of the Sm.t.1I kiTer •• .. , S7 II '4 
Summit of 1!M: PitOll de b. "1~llte • ~ ... BS719" u, 
Summit of .he mounblin of .h~ COI'p'I de Gan:le •• ., . 1S7a6o+J1 '" Poi," of the midclle of ,be hIe 10 " 9S7 lJ • ,.. 
TIw fill. koch~. Ittrater Ia'cl. It tbe entrana:ol E. ( hlnnel. P. Bourboll 10 ., S7 .' 8 
SUlllmit 0( the mounpln 011 Rln,x:lCt 10 . 8 1,7 13 IJ ,,. 
The ruglwtt IlCHnt of the Thne ameUu JO ,8 • . , .. , .. 
SlI!IlIIIit 0( ,lie mountaill of !hmboo • 10 It 1 S7 ,p 4 ,n 
SUlDmir of tbe IIlOIIflblin oftM Link Bla(k Rivcr .... 57 ao , '" Summit or.be mountain of Porf bourbo.'l S7 4' , . ., Fla·.tafI' of POI'! Bourbon 10 ., I 

57 .' M ' dk "f ".Ie Marie Anne 10 " S1 4$ 
Miclclk oIli1c: "~dl! PuniC • • ., S1 4) 5 ' 
Poipt of the mount'"in MIlle Linle abidr. Riftr 

10 '1' 857 u 7 , .. 
SUlllDIil of Ii>e mOllnnin of Ille port 10 I S S7 ' 9 " , .. 
Summit of the. Mome du Bnr.Nnl 10 '7 151 17 .. '" Summit of tbe motIntahl dt II. Sal"l.llne ~ '1 'S?" 3 '" So,llla.rau poim of the. Me 10"7 S S1 .6 
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HISTORV OF MAURITI US. ., 
To trace the origin of the islands of Mauritius and Bourbon, .... e shall give a brief 

sketch of several navig.tors ,,00 co-operalcd to thei r establishment. 
t. Vasco de Cama, whose fint voyage, in the years 1497. 1498, and I " 99 . ... ·a~ 

«mfined to the coast of Malabar, thc discovery of Calicu!, and the small island of 
Ankedivo;, on that c~t. 

2 . After him, Don Emanuel fitted OUI a fleet of thi~een vessels to the same COist. 

under the command of Pedro Alvaltz Cabr,d. He Jet sail in d.c month of March, 

in the )'car 1500. Cabral having' stood out too rar from the coast of Africa, lind 

towards the west, by ch~nce discovered the Bra1.il.t: afler ..... hich he steered the same 
course;u Vasco 'de Cil.ma, and arrived on the coast of Malabar. 

3. Va5Co de Gama performed a second voyage LO"'ards this C03St, in 1502. He 

manifested morc courage than humanity. and returned into Portugal, without ha"ing 
made Iny new disc.overy. 

4. In '503, Don Emanuel sent three small lquadrons; the first of which, eo!'o_ 
manded by Antonio de Saldagna, was destined to defend the entranee of the Red 

Sea: the two othcrJ, by Francis and Alphonso Albuquerque, were bound 11.1 tIle 
coan'of Malabar, It l\'aI!lOt here, however, that Alphonso first distinguished him_ 

~lf in the Indian It'al. The early exploits of this famous man were: confined 10 

the Arabian and PeNian Culfs, and the coaslJ of the sea which 'Warates the Penin
sula of India from Afriea. 

5 In '504 .. Alphonso Albuquerque being returned to Ponugal, Edward Pachtco 

courageously sustained the iriterellS of the PorlUg\l~ on the coast of lndia, in the 

.. 'ar he had to maintain against the Zamorin of CalieUl, in fal'our .,f the King of 

eochin, their ally. lIe was well 5uppined'by Laurem;n Moreno and othel~. But 

the discoveries of the Ponugue.se wc~ not yet extended beyond Cape Comarin, nor 
'leroy the Indian O cean. 

6. It ""iU.but in the year 1505,1hal Don Emanuel determilled to emblish a \·i~· 
roy or CO"crnor_general on UIC coast of Iudia: this post was entrusted to Don 

Franee&eo d'Almei~" who hdd it from that period to the )'c~r 1509; when he 'flU 

~ec«dcd by AJphollso Albuquerque. Almeida never revilited his country, !king 

massacred near the Cape of Good Hope by the H ottentots, on his return to Europe. 

It wu in the first rear of the government of Almeida, that the i~lands of Mauri tius, 

Bourbo::ln, M .. dlga5car. and lOme Others, were discovered. 
Don J.lIuremia d"Almcida, son of the Viceroy; Don Pedro Masarcgna~, 

J) 
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Tristan d'Acugnha, Dkgo remand Soar~~ alld Ruy Pc~ra. Ruy lAull[lQlio 
Rlvaseo, and Olher$, were the lirlt Ponuguc~ 8eorJ~a who imr.lOrWized lhcit 
name., by the discovery of ,helot islands, and ~~I other impQIUni pI~, in the 
Indi.an KiiS. under the orders of Governor Almeida. 

.out it .,.'U under Ihe g/'e4ll Albuquerque ajone, when he wu Gov«Jlor..gentUI 
of the IndicI, in 1509. thai the :ulonilhing dilCOYcrie. aocl conqucltl. of thi. natiotl 

",'ere txlcodal in a very .urpriling and glorious manner, by !he valour of dtOX emi· 
pent ~flOnl who commanded these extraordinary emerpriua. Among them arc: 
Francis Pereira Bcned<>, Sebastian Rodriguez. Fernando de lkja, John Serra", 
Pe1aghu Sal" Manuel de la Cerda. Christophc.r de Britto. Don Garcia de Momgna, 
Diego Mendez de Va$C()ncel1os, Rabclo, Manuel d'Acugnba, Francis Pantoja, 
Gonzalrs S'iqueira, and many GIbers .,.-hom it is fIOl necclsary 10 nll~:nlion. 

1505.-Ruy Pereira ""as the fint who, in part, disco\'crW the island of Mada
gascar, and called it St. Laurentio, in the ~r 1505,- Femandez Soarcz dilco
vered the: south and Wetl partl of it. Tristan d' Acugnha YOU sent there by Albu_ 

querque to examine the CO2'" or il; and in '510, Jobn Serrao and PelagiUl SaIl. 
had the same commiMion,· 

Fin .. Uy, Don Pedro Maseateg"a), one: of thc: first "hom I have mentioned, dis_ 
covered the hie. of France and Bourbon, under the government of Don Fn.ncit 

Almeida, in 1505; which important circumstance, being ~dded to hi, former mili_ 
tary elCploirs, obt.ained for him the: honour of being afterwards named, by hi. coon, 
Governor of Cochin. 

1505.-Maaearegnu gave the name of Cemc to the Isle of France. without 
doubt, from the appcllarion of C,rlla Etbiopia, which is given. by Pliny to the 
j~land of Madagucar. BUI there ii no reason to IUPP'* thai . Pliny, cw . ny of the 
ancient .... rit~ were acquainted with this i.land J or that there had been any dixo

very of it, previous to thai mide by the POltUguue. or 01' Ibe other. now called 
the hland of Bourbon, and to which Ma5Carep,)l gave. hia own 1WlK. AI Ibe 
same time, it lu.. IIOt appeared. from our inquiriea. aha! the Papuguese made." 
ICnlcmcnll on either of these isbnds while tb:y were nwlen of them.--a period 
Iilat comprehended i}(D()JI the whole of the Iiateeot.h century. All they did. eo 

• I lblU not follow the Poztuguue throu&bout the c-.. 01 tbc~ ~ and ~. 
lbe hiJ101'7 of lhem will bfl,"", n il1ft' 10 lflOIM _k. ftktIllIaft.mad, .--.11_ 
fOfm w. eiSbtb pad tpOW cI Na.,jplioD. IIioce w ..... oldie nrId. 

• 
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lheir di5COvery of them. was to people !hem with some animals; with goau, monkit" 
and pig., 

1580.-ln lite year 1580, the Spaniards beame lDuters of these islands: Philip 

lbe lid, King of Spain, having usurped the government of Ponuga' in this year, 
on the death of Henry of Ponugal. became poueued, at the same lime, of the Por· 
IligUCIC polleSJio"s in dM:! Indian teu. The tWO i,lanW which bore the name~ 

Qf Cemc and Mascaregnas, dllring the greater part of this century, had nOt ym 
bperienced any of tbo&e Il:ivanlagcs of which they were susceptible, nor were .",) 

aeulemcntt made on Ibc:~: a. the other conquest! and discovcrict of the POI_ 
tuguese were lOO numerous and coruiderable to Illow any aw!ntion to tI~ 

objects, 
These island. 5uffered lhe urne neglect under the domir.ion of the Spaniardf. 

which did not cxC«<! a period of eighteen year •. But if Porlllg~ wu not in a con· 
dition to maintain all it, poncssions, Spain, though I widely el'tended power, la_ 
boured under superior difficulties. She had to preserve, at tbe Slme time, bee 
discoveries.nd conquests in South America, as well as tbose in the East and Wen 
Indies, whilst, ill Europe, .he could not quell the increasing elforn of her own 
rebellious . ubjects in Belgium. The c:onsequences of tbat rebellion are well knollo'n; 
and Spain, by IOJing this eJIeOual pan of her dominions, was forced, in the year 1598, 
to alMndon to the Belgic insurgents, or the Dutch, the whole commerce of the 
Ean lndiu. 

At th is epocha, and even from the death of King Sebasti~n, Ponug'~1 ,,'15 fallen 
into a ffate of confusion which had brought on iu ruin, and was the cause of her 
pwiDg, by dcgfC(S, under the dominion of Philip the Second. Accotdinglf' the 
Ponugucse H:tded in the East Indies, considering themselve. as deprived of their 
mother eountry, some of them assumed independence, othen became pirates, and 
the rat CIlIC:JM into the service of the country princes, where many of lhl'rn, from 
their aupcOorily ovu the natives, became mini5ten or generals. They, hovtever, 
acted wKbout ~!heir general interests, which they sacrificed to their OWI\ indi
\'idual objecu I It) that their tqlarale mterpriZef and conquests allength terminated 
in IhM diatinct .nd hostile governments. They lhere:fore lost their po ..... er. when 
the ~ or DUlCh, actuated by a more humane and tolerating spirit, appeared 
ttl II", to Dpule 1ritb them ,be empire of it. • 

Tile Dutch baving reWIItat &om, aad IMintained • Rlcccuful war agaiqSl, thcir 

D. 
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King, Philip the Second of Spain, "'cre, (rom stlbjttts. eb,~tcd ioto I{m! reiglls; arid 
thei r fi ra expedition, commanded by Cornelios Houtman, to the ~ndi'n aas, ill • 

the year '595. laid the foundation of tbat po~ which they afterwards di 'plar«l 
there in 1598; it po\I'er. which tbey would ba\'c prcserv{'d tntire, had 1101 lOme 

v«)' fonnidable ri\,i111 appeared in the English and French nations. At the latter 

pmod they had possessed themsth'c, of the eooques!.! made: by the Portuguese, as 
well as the Spaniard" in the Indian 'Ocean, and consequently of the islands of Ceme 
2nd Mascarcgn:.s. Admiral Van Neck wfl; the first who landed on die hie 0' 
Cernc, in 1598, when it proved to be uninhabited. He gave it the narne or 
Mallrit\u&, 

H even Ihis cnterpriu, which look place on the return of Hootman, \I'cre not 
'COnnected wi th the fOfll'lCT one, who..e disgrace it was formed to repair, and whme 
piloll it ~mploycd. p:micularly Guunuc: Abdul, whom the Dutch had brought from 

Java with that Kl1entio!Jo it would be n~\'ertbe\w n~ceMilry to give an account or 

it in thi. plllce. as it td.uel to the eltabluhment of the Dutch trade at Bantam. 

T he .impotw\ce of this object occasioned the equipment of a more coruldel'ilhle 

armament tbm the former. The number of \'~b WIS doubled, and a whole 11'11'1_ 

tcr ... ·as {'fllployed in the nccessary prepal'iltiOfls. On the fi rM of May Ibi. 11m 5(' ( 

.ail from tlle T~xel, undtr the command of Admiral Jamel Cornelius Van Neck. 

The name. of the yeuclJ hnc he!'11 ppeler\'M, aod were al follow: the Admirar. 

ship WlIl called the Mauritius; the second, commaodcd by 'Vybrand Van Waf'Nick, 
whose name has bct'n rddn;lIcd from Ilis conduct in subsequent expeditions, wu 

the· Amncrdam; and the &Ix olhers r~ed\'~d the d~nominalion. of &be six pn:M1IC%' 
(If Holland, Zealand, Cudd,es, Uu'tchl, Friesland, and O\·eryuel . The wbole 
t'lutJAl!e amounted to about 560 men. 

This voyagt pIClCnl. nOlhing more than the ordinary transaction. of maritil'lIC 
life, until me motllil of September • .,.h~n, having been aq')8,atcd in a violent . tonn, 

off the Cape of Good H ope, fi\'e of them ... en: driw:n towmb the J* of M.da.. 
gascat. They Poubled the Cape SI. J ulit:n, and, CD the J 11b, djscevefcd the i.a...dj 
which 'he POll1.lgUCIC' had denominated the island of Ceme. The DulCb, knowing 

nothing ot it htu iu lIame, ordered OUt two bolts to. reeOllllOUre ,he Ihtft, ODe of 

which diacovercd the iOutb·ClUt pen, which il llhabeml f'OID the ",iud., and."..,. .. 

tapahle of c:ont.ining fill )' lhip5, wilh In creel_ bottom. The amcD ......... 
on board irllhe (VenlolltYtrJl Larac bit~ .... &m& Olmber or .,. 0,", wI:ic:h. 
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had sulfered themselves to be Laken by ahe hand. They hid also discovertd a Slream 

of (re$h water, whieh (Jo,,·ed (rom the mountains; and, (rom their Iccount, the 

island promiJcd abundance of ,dreJlhmc:ntJ. The Vice-Admiral, Van Warwick, 

however, not knowing 31 r ct that it .... as uninhabited. and not having tiQle, from 

the sickly stilte of his people:, to make discoveries, ordered on the 10th a large 

paety to land. and to take ,ueh a ltation as would secure them from any sudden 

attack. On several succeeding days he or&red out boats to examine other parts of 

the island. to discover if it was inhabited. Tbepanies continued to meet wilh gTeaI 

numheu of birds, .... ho we~ all so in5Cflsible of danger .. as not to make the leau 
attempt to avoid the people mat ' took them: tbey saw also large groves of COCO:l_ 

trtts. They discovered on the ,Dare about three hundred weight of wax, ",'hich 

was impreued with C reek characters; near the same spot they also saw a hanging 

Kagc, the 'pu of a cap5lln. and a large yard, the remains-of some unfortunate vClllCI 

which had been buried in the waves. They could nor. however, Gnd the leasl 

tra«s of human or quadruped inhabitanll._After having ordeml public- thanks to 

be returned to God, for ha\'ing conducted them to such a fair and secure harbour, 

the :\dmiraillamed ,be islilnd Mauritius, in honour of the Prince or Orang~. 

ln the accounts or this voyage the following descript ion is given of it. 
They represc;nt it as being situated 1 1 deg. 30 min. soulh latitude, and that it is

about 15 I~~gue:s in cireumference. · The depth or tilt: ~ at the entrance of tbe 

barbouris about 100 fttl. On every side kfl)' mountains prelCflt themx:lvcs to lhe 
view, whi,h are clothed with trttl oflhe fmc" verdure, ana whose lummi!s are fre

quently enveloped with clouds, or dimly seen through (JoatiJlg ll'Ii~u, The .soil is 
stOny, but It the Arne time so entirely cove'~d with wood, Ihat it was itnpoqjble 

to fortt a passage through il. The wood is in ~neral black, like the fillest ebony, 

or of1l very flOC red, or a deep yellow, having the appearance or wax. The Dutch 

lOOk sample. of theJe diffcrtnt wooW to Amsterdam, where they were universally 

admired for lbeU- beauty. The palm.trtts, of which there were great abundance, 

afJonled 10 the left a very ag~ble refreshment; the pim of them re5C:mbling in 
tlllC Ibe Davou... ;r a tumip. The extraordinary quantity of wood enabled the 

saito,. to build .,ery conv~nieUl hUIs, and the speedy reeo"ery of the .ick justified 

lhe: ~ that the air .... "luW)'. So abundant is tbe tea in filh, that one drag 

• 'nIrw~ _ "'7nroneout-1'bc island b tilU.lted 10 dtt. to I:D.in. $OII!h, r.h4 '" 
.... n 1IIIriM ......... S .... 1 ~ so L'A~ de Caille, M. D'Apra, .. c. k . 

• 
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of the nel, look IWf a ton weight of 6m. A IIlOmb.tlc. wu taken of lUCIa • size 
<@5 to furni1h , Ihip" C'Om~l)y with tWO meal$.- The tunlct were of Nch large eli. 
mensi.ons that one"of their shells WilS su~ 'ifP1cious to ~1 of . men to 
take their seau in it.'1~ 1 f/9 t. A '" I..).J f) I f~..,. 

Turtle-doves were in great-abUodancc, and the sailon sometimes caught an hUIli. 
dred and fifty of them in an afternoon. The herons were wild> and when they wtre: Ji1 
purlued, Jim perched on the ~ and then entirely disappeared. They ow very 

few gecc; but the grey paroquc:ta were innumerable. There wu a very clClraord i,.. 
mry bird of aboutthc , il.1! of a swan, whose ~ad was remarkably large. with a skin 

hanging from it in tbe form of a capuchin: three or four black feathers ~r ... ed it for 
wings; ;md about meumc number, of a greyish colour, and which curfed at their 

termination, compoKd ju uil. Except the breast, every pan wu so lough, that th t; 

Dutch gave it the name of WlIolg_vogcls. or disgusting fo\\'1. Besides, lhe abun
dance of tunics made them lell anxious about otbeUood. 

The Dutch commander ordered a board w be r~.ed. LO II. tree, 011 which were 

aculptured the arma of Holland, Zealand, and Am terdam, with thi. <inscription in 
the Ponugucle language: CbristiatiOS rejornta • A piece of ground was -also 
inclosed with stakes of abottt four hundred f; m in circumrerence. whkh 'NOli 

planted and ,own ,,·ith ffgetab\o and teeds, t make In experiment of the JOil. 

Some hens. &c. were aho left there. that vcssels which should hereaftcr stop at thi.~ 

island might find other provisions than the natural produce of it. 

At tbis pe1'iod Ihe DUlch must be considered U'tJIutcrs of thc island of Mauriuu,: 
but il d OCI not appear that they Cl'C[ occupied the island Mucaregou, bccauu: il 

did not afford them II. leCure harbour. '111ey had not even in the year 1601, form,-'(! 
any 8ettlcmcnt in the formtt of them, from the following dreumsWlce, .... 'Nch i, II", 

most remote of any Ij'e have been able LO eollea cOlltttning this i.land •• ince i!, 

cliscovery by the Portuguese. 
On the Illth of Augufl. I~I, HermanJCIl determined to put irno lhe island of 

Mauritius to get watcr aud provi'~IU, which bcpa 10 raiL "! bad accordingly 
dispatched a y.cht, called the Young Pigeon, to make diltOVenel for Ihat 'pu~ 

It was, howevcr, a montl, before Ihi. vellel reuUlacd. when it had II. Fn.'ocbman 
on board. whom it brought from thi,. island, and "ho g.vc lhe following actqpBl 
of himself. 

He had c:abarked in England JOllie ycara before. on board • ,,_~ w=c 
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ail Ut c.....-r wHh two otbers, on a ,voyage 10 the Eaat Indie.. One of tht5e 
... TCUtn wu 10 .. off the Cape of Cood H()pC; and the crews of the two which re

mained were $0 greatly ntduced, that. it "'at thoughl right to burn C?IIe of ,he shipJ, 
and 1.0 conlOiidate the tWO crew. on bo.m) the survivor. Still, however, they were 

the prey of continuing J;ck~u, till nOtl a sufficient number :of searpen remained to 
work the ve~!el. and she wcnt ashore on the·cout of Pwa Timon, ncar Malacea; 
where all the crew died, except himsc'~ four Englishmen, and I WO Negroes. These 
forlorn people. therefore, bad g()t, pouc»;on of an Indian junk, wllh tOe cxtraorcli
";lry dc,igq of rett.lrlung tQ England. The commenc.ement of tbeir voyage \l(illtll;

cessful; but the Negroes, alarmed at being so rar removed from then own country. 
had compircd together to get po~uion oFthe vene\) their desigii, ~ever. being dis
covered, they th rewthemaelve. into t~ sea, from di!apair, or IDe rru or iliat punidunenL 

" 'i th which they were thretllerM:d. Arter being tOSM:d about by succesrive ,torau, 
they were at length driven to the islQnd or Mauritius: bU!, unro l:unateiY •• I. m~ 
ment when bannony wu euc:miQI not only LO thei r eomforl, bUi almo,st to their 
exiAenee, Ibelle wretched voyagen disagreed among themseivC'5, berore they had 
bceo tigbtday. on Ihe i~'nd. The Frenchman wishC'd to remain 'lhere till il5bould 

"pleue Heaven to send them rclier; while the English insiat«l on putting OUllO sea, 
and determined to continue ;hdr voyage. T hey did not hesitate to execute their de. 
,;iSD l and the Frmchman .... 1.1 t(JuIl1y determined: so his comrade. hoisted their liule 

&ail, and left him 10 the $Olitudc of thil ullinhabited spot : there he had pused ~ar 
two yean, sumining himself with the fruit of the date_tree, and the fl esh or turtles. 
10 every thing that l'tlated 10 I;OrJlOfI.I auengili. he ¥I'D II vigorous as any &eam.n on 
board the Dutch 5hipi 1 bUl his undemanding appeared 10 have 5\.tstained a shock, 
wh\Ch.ppean:d very evident when he WII presl'!d with a suttelSion of qucnion\ or 
whc:oa c:on1'erw,ion was continued beyond a etttain period. Hi. clothe. bad, by 
dtpea.t.Pco &om him, and be wu "Dod in a IUlLe that approached to nakedneu. 

I.appem" ill the:: year ,606, ancIlina: dJu period, the Dutch somttimea put 
into ~ boc.lhert iI DD lUIbtadc reason 10 8UPJ>OIC thai mey n:aJly began 
LO 10 ....... " .. na Ibtre tilllhc )ftI' s644,_ Accordi~g to the information afforded 
by the VOJIF of Adminl Matclier. thu Ba'la1 commander put into the island of 
MMtrithU.. die •• 01 J'naIr)'. 1606. where be met Admiral Vlndcr_Nlgcn, who 
w. rew wee ........ _ ail from BaaIam. At tbit lime the hie of Mllcarcgnu W.,. ..... .,.. .. ~ TIe .ir_ DI"riptor -wbe it related to have 



·j ruSTORY OF MAURITIUS. 

"isittd it since the foreg..»ng period. was Clptain C."leton, who CCllMUllded an 
English vtHeI named the .Pearl: fie touched there in the year 16ta. It appear., 
at tbat time, that this uland was uninhabited : though it is difficult to a5CCrWn who 
were the fi rst seulen of it. II is, indeed, generally bclieved, and the conjecture is 
ttrtainly well founded, that they were some of those pirates who an: known (0 have 
infested the Indian seas during this centut')', 

In the collection of\'oyageJ underuken by the Dutch, there are some ... ·hieb are 
no leu interesting for their sentimcl1Is, than the (unoUJ circumstances ""hich ~w.k_ 
eoed them. That of William Isbrunur. Bontekoe is among the number I and such 

was its character for fkk:lity of narration, lhat Tl1cvenot enriched his collection with 
il. This diJtingui5hc:d .eaman, commanded the ship the New Hoorn, which was sent 
to the Eulndie. in ,618 for com~rcial pu He sel sail from the Texel on 
the 28th of December, 8111,J on the 5th of Janu lIowing encountered 8 mou 

furious and unrtlCflt in& storm, which lasted ninetet day~ and it "';11, not till the 
twentieth day, that the weather was luffidemly moderale to enable the crew to put 
the .hip in a condition to puul).e the voyage; in which they were materially aJsisted 
Iw two Dutch ship' from Am"erdam, with whom they fcl.,We, al a time when t~ 
were in great difficulty from the 4amages which they had rmTvcd from tbe. tempest. 
The New Hoorn WaJ lOOn separated from them, but fell in again with them off the 
Cape de Verd hland5, when they agrttd to pass the line in company J which the) 
effected, after being becalmed for several weeks. After variouI dangers, disappoint
menu, and difficulties, with a very uekly and dis_spirited ere ..... Captain BontekOC' 
arri .. cd at length off c.pc Masc.art'gnas, in lCVel! fathom waler. Although tbil titua· 
tion WII not altogether u fe, from iu vicinity to me $hore, it wu tbought JllUper 10 

anchor there, the sick men being so an~i~us to land; but in thi5 expecution theJ.. 
"'CfC diaappoimed from the violern::e of the breakers. Tht long boat WiU dlCfclOre 
6eI1l OUI to ~amine the island, and retoOled with a large quamilY of l\Irlle.do\ ... ~.., 
the light of which inll~ed tht dcJire of the sid part of the crew 10 ~I on lhot-C, 
which ,,·u after .... ard. crfected, with c\'cry pouiblt cOllveruel their commander 
could afford them. T hey fou~ plenty of wooct.pigtons, which ~uffcrcd therueh'''' 
to be taken without attempting 10 Oy awa)'. Turtle. were \'ery chily takCllt and 
the lick people, "'ho were fony in nUlnbet, found p1e.nty or thox rerreshmtm. which 
promiltd to reJIore them 10 heal th and ~ngth. 

The tnchorage appeared to be 50 bad, tbat BOOltkoc .... em in !he..wp'1 boat to 

• 
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dileo9ft' a better. and, at about five miles (rom tbe arup, he found a bay with a AMy 
bouOJD. At a aual' cllaancc within land he discovered I lake, tbe water of which 
bad a brackish laste. He saw abundance of geese, pigeons, grey paroqueu. and 
other biro.. He found twenty.five turtle.dove. under a single tree, which wcre 10 

fJ.t thoU tbey could scarcely walk. If he caught a paroquet, or ~y olheT bird, and 

burt it &0 as 10 make it cry out, those of its own kind would instantly By about iI, 

as if to defend it from further-injury, and thul suffer mcmselvcs 10 be taken. 

Havil'l8 examine!d the bay, he sent In a«:ount of it 10 the lick peopk: on sho~. 
who willingl)' rt-embarked. aDd the ~bip came to aD anchor tbere in IC\-en fathom 
water. Detachmeru, of the crew were pcnnitted to go on shore in Karch of refre5h
meau. while oillen were employed in fishing the lake, in which they took earp, and 
a kind of salmon, which .... 'lIS very huciou. and of a delicious flavour. They caught 
• bird which the Dutch called dod...aen; it has W!fy small wing., and is extremely 
fat. Tbey discovered also a rivulel.of fresh water, whicb flowed frolf! the moun_ 
taim, and was plealalllly bordercd with u ees. On the more thcy found a plank, 
on wltich VIaa engraved an account tilat Adrian Manin Blok, who commanded a 

neet of lhirtecn veasels, had. on that spot, lost $Cveral boats and the sailors thn 

manned them, on approaching the shore. Bontckoe, howe\'er, does noL rema~k that 
We break.en were dangeroul. 

A. &be idand was not inhabited, the sailors wefe free to wander over it, and to 

atnUle tbeD'ltelVOll with h.hing, mooting. or bird catching. They made wooden spiu 
_ ,..bich iCrved 10 roast the bircb, and, by basting them with the oil of turtles, they 

were rendered dclicioui food. They discovcrM a second river, in which plenty of 

&use "Ill were taken, which were welJ taaCed. They also uw wme gootl, but tl;~ 
aaimab were iIO wild and ... ,jft tballbcy caught but one, which was old, and .... hoIe 
hom. wen: half eaten by worms. Hia fleah was not eatable. 

Whb lhit abundance of refreshments the greater pan of the .ick were speedily 
and pcrfoq;.1y tcCO'Vered, and but seven of them remained on shore till the depanurc: 
of the ~ wt.icb wy furnished wi'tb a large "ore of provisions, the produce of the 

~wIPdI W I:Iecn IIIIltcd and dried. The bird .. howel'cr, during the cxcunioIU 
of lbe Ibip'. crew ..... been twght all the wildncs.I natural to them in the h.ul1u 
ol ..... 

.Borutkoc"bvc ~ dalais:land .. i&b dJc design of touching al MaLinliuI, bUL 
.. t'fiP ha'lins .... tcIO".,...y • ., it only .. , a distance to the lI·indll'atd. 

E 
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Som~ of me crt:w not being yet recovered, and fearins. if the: voyage wu bgtbcd 
to Bantam or Batavia, that the alarming &ickneu which 10 lIIaoy had e&apcd, might 
mum, the Captain was decermined to bear away for the island of Saint Mwa, ~r 
,Madagascar, ;md fllcing Anlong;1 Bay. They accordingly arrived on the eaACm 
aide of the island in 1\\'0 fathom waler. The ill;mdtn, though leu used to an inte-. 

cOline with Europeans than the inhabitanta of Madagascar, arne on board with 
£01\'15, lemons, and a small quantity of rice 1 and made il undcr5100d by signa that 
they had cows, sheep, and other provisioru. They had no olher c\qthing than a 
small piece of clOth which palSed round their middle: their colour was d' a blackish 

yellow. So~ of the ship's comRlny wen! on shore to barter with them; wncn-a 

amall quantity of bells., knh'C;I wilh yellow handles, and gl," beads. &c. were COl'll. 

Mdered II equal to the purchase: of their caule, sheep, hog8, water.melon&, &co 
They carried their milk in large leavcs laid one: within the: other, and which w~e 
~ contrived as 10 conlain it, as well as earthen vessels. O ranges and bOOS. 

which wert more pc<:ulinly n~essary roc prucrving the health of the crew, being 
scarce ill Ihis spot. BOllleko; determined !O go, in an anned boat, 10 Ma,,,,!,,,,,"!,,,", 
wilh sucb an assortmtnt of articles as would etlable him 10 return with a con5ider_ 
:lble quantil)' of tbe fruit he 10 much wanted. He accordingly entered a river, but 
could nOl proceed fun:her than a league up it, from the over.arching hO\Jghs of lhe 
nee. on either Aide of it , whkh hung down to the water. He saw nl) appeannce 
of fruit or of habitations, and accordingly returned to hi, ship. On a succeed ins 
day he Will more fortunate; by extending his researches in the island before whicb 
bis vend lay at llOchor. On a more distant part of the cout he found abllndaoce 
of oranges, lemons, bananu, and nee; $0 that his crew regained the mength and 
health which they posses~d on their departure from Europe. The nat ivet of tbi, 
island were idohllers, and the heaw of ~ulls, elevated on poles., werc the objet., of 
Iheiradoi'll'ion,-Bontckoe'slhip being refilled, he quitted the coast of Madagutar 
for the StnitJ of SUJ'lda; but before he reached them o hu ahip unforluMlely wok 
Gre alld blew up; by whicb melancholy accident be _. blOIfll into the sea, bUI 
\fiill taltcn up by the long boat, which had left lite veuel, with a part of l'be crew, 
prt'lioll$. to thC;. explosion, who, with their Captain, arrived at the hie oj Su .... ,,' 
from tbc-nee they oblai~d a paasage to Batavia, 

From IbiJ period to the year 17'1l, when the Dutcb evacuatcd. the: w..s of 
Mauritius, lillie is known cOlKcrninl ItaU aeukmcm, the _ • ..." lIoal f1I ig 
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aovemment. or the di~ govtmort who hI\'e- been sent there. We have been 
lUCCtaful only in obtaining the names which follow. 

In the yeu 1648, Vandcr_Mtster was the Dutch GOVC'IiOI" of Mauritius. He ic 
mentioned in a. voyage to Madaguear, by the Abbt Rochon, u folio ...... : 

.. Pm"i., who had been commiJl.ioned to take pOlJcssion of Madagascar in the 
... nllme of the King of fr.mce, &c. was a man of inferior talent!, He added to his 

.. other malversations, thlt of selling to Vander.Mester, then Govemor of Mauriliu~. 
,. the unfortunate Malcgaches. who were in the service of the &eulement: but it ex

.. cited the islander. to the highest pilch of indignalion, when they found that alnong 

.. thett s1av~ there ~erc sixteen women of the race of Lohariths. ,. 

According to , Le GUll" account of the islands of Rodrigllez and Mauritius, 
M. La Mocius was Go\'crnor of the latter, .... hen he arrived at the former in ,he: 

)'eaT 1690' And, according to the &arne IUlhor, M. Rudolphe, or Rodolphe 
Doodalc, a native of Geneva, was Gm'emor of Mauriliuf, wheon he was dculined 
prisoner there during the yeau 1693, 1694, 16gS. and 1696; iU will hereafter ap. 
pear in the substqucnl account of the island of Rodriguez. 

BefOre we cOler 00 the History of Mauritiw under the French go\'e mmen!, it is 
nttWilry for UI to recur to the first 1C1llement of t~t nalion in the island of Mas. 
~arcgna .. or Bourbon l as it was from the latter 'that the French came to e~tablish 

themselves in the fonner. 
The first appearance of an eMa.blilhment at Mascaregnas was, acrording to the 

Abbe Rochon, in his work already mentioned, in the year ,657, when M, de 
Flacourt. wbo was the first Direclor of the infa.nt company of the Indies at Paris, 

am\'ed in thaI island. He tneOliol1l tbat M. de Flacourt was tellt 10 Madagalcar 
in the year J 648, and COll5cqucody in the reign of Louis Xl V. roo cunst,lidate 
tbc:re. &be estabiishmenu already begun: bul!he, French under his direction, in the 
IOUtbcm. pan of that grcat island, having been attacked by the natives of the coun· 
ITY, M •• fucoun went wilh a pan of them to scltle in the i,land of Mucaregnu, 

in the courtc of thc.reu 1651, ",'hen he 81\'e it the nlime of the hl.e of Bourbon; 
.and bqNrcd Ihc.a.ndard of France. in the very place where that of Portugal had 

akeady been clcYated., •• be had done at Madagascar. 
The &fey and pacre .. of the IttlielDCNl formed in the island of Mada8aJCar 

"in have Ibdr~ pee: looU3h we may be previously obliged 10 mell
.. if. from iu wIMi.t eaaoeccion wiW the wet. of Mauritius and .Bourbon. We 

E. 
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sball only obsm'e in this place, that the first COIIIpany whim ..., t'UNleW ia 
France, "ilh a \'iew to m<lke settlements in M~ ... ('.r, .oU not that wbicb ... 
eJeCtOd by the famous Colbert. in .664, but which ltI'Ved oU a kind of IUpenuuc

ture 10 ii, 
The accounl given by M, de F1acourt of the reversts suaained by the ~b 

~demelll at Madagascar. and the particulal'l of the establishment he had just formed 
in the i.daod of Bourbon, with the wrecle. of that at Madagucar, induced the COD'!_ 
pany to pay aUtt)lion to the new object J a circumstance which (lulCd the lilde 
colony to wear aD increuing: appearance. Since: that period .... e have lillie to (.Oln_ 

munic.le (.onccming lhia island, but a chronological nllemeOI of lbe goveJl'lOlt 
who have presided over it to the preJent moment. 

The population of the 1,Ie of Bourbon having become considerable in I'll., an 
opportunity was offen:d of forming a French ICttlement on the island of Mauritw 

which the Dutch had al thi. time abandoned. Accordingly a .mall numbtr 
French people landed there ;u. this time. and chanp ill name to that of the h\fd.:f 
France. It was nOl, howevf,C, brmally laUn possession of in the king's name. til) 

the year '1St.-

• The rouo .. iu, .eCOlln! iI Qktn ITom th~ GCOlnlphkal Dictionary of M. de .. !4lninierc
.. Tb~ file of Fr.nce .. u called Mauritius by the Durch, and i. marktd by thar _~, not oaJy 

in III t~ :mdclil IDIp" but i4 those of M. de L'lIle. In 17a r, tbt Cbevalier Foupy Wmc 
illldnnltifOUl for 1M I'nnth East India Company, took poi.enion, bed I poIt in tac prltd 
.t" forty rm i4 bd,hl, ckcoralcd with I 1II'hi~ lI_g, and to _bkb wt.I limbed tbe feI"'-in, 
ilm:ription : 

Yin! Ludo~ieul XV. Ru Galliarum el Na..ant 
in ae!tmum .inl. 

Hanc ipse inllllam lUis dktionibu' .oIu;! 
adjun,i, llltmque jure .iDdiurl.lll m 
poIUruDI iruula:n franciClin nuncupari. 

Ib ,n,liam bonnmnquc tllnli prilK~, 
iltud n:o:lllum nlmlm alulit J-
Baptinl G. mkr ck FonpilY_ n.. • 
Na...u dicta, Ie Tri!"~. thbe 
San MKJoyio oriu •• , .. 1IIiMri IIritIIuria. 
tum 11* h~ 'ppWerk. _ ., IeplaIbdI. 
codcm IbllO, ID Oarua. ~yJ ...... 
Des (avente ___ "*n.... T 

WilhUla WIOOD JboI at that pllCl'lItltl.,a CRIll_ OD _lidc", ..... __ ". .. ,... 



HISTORY OF MAURITIUS. '. 'l"bt DU1ch lDIde dtc:ir ru. ... detnc:nt in Ihi, island OIl &he sowb-nn h?rbour, 
which U of the gre~ UIrIH I but: hIVing found it much CiDer 10 sa: om of the 
nonh.wctt port. they ab.indoned the houses whkh they bad already buik ncar the 
former, and where their tomba arc nill visible, to build Gibers., the latlet". At this 

time. the DUlch having POIKISCd Ihemst:h'es of the Cape or Good Hope, and bcing 
anxious to put it in a . tilte of defence. they by degltt. IranJponcd thither .11 the 

troops they had at Mauri tius ; and. as has already been ob-'Crved, in tbe year 1112, 
entirely.bandoned it. But though the French maintained a preponderance in boIb 

these uland" their inhabitanls, for a long lime, conlisted ehieny of adventuren or 
all nuioM, pirates, &:c. ~ny of whom, as the only means of e,~in8 connubial 
comforc •• bad married the Negro ..... omen of Madagascar. 11 ..... as not tillihe year 
'130. that the government and East India CompalJY of France began 10 pay a 
Knou. MlCntiou 10 it, loy lending engineer, and other pusons, properly qualified 
10 form a regular establishment. Bill, ill fact. the real fo undt..,. of these two imc

seating colonies was M. de la Boutdoonilft, .,qho ..... 15 ICI)l here, the fint time u 
~_~rd, in 1784. 

Such u me origin of the French pomuion of these »lands; and we ,hall DOW 
proceed to cbe more regular history of lhem. 

The fOllowing ehrooologica1 series of the Covernors of me hle of Franc.e, is ex. 
tracted rrom abe journals or d:w: hies of France ilnd Bourho .. , .... ·hich were printed 
m &be rormer, in the yean 118S, 1786, 1181. and 1]88, &c. 

In 171.5. M. du Freanc, Caplain in lhe IUval.stn·ice or Ute K.ing of France, arrived 
at abe nonh-WClt pont and gave the island abe rwnc which it DOW bean, of r.he hie 
of r ...... 

J, wu M. de Beauvilliers. Govemor or the Isle or Bourbon, who knl a pany 
from lbcnee to rake posse_n of &be i&laod or MauriwlI. 

~ GanUcr de Foucen1 otSt. Malo, C. t)cTritoll,H with lheum. of FlU«. and on 
1hII odIIr", tIw ~I distich: 

LIIiIl ba crud, capitl mInre lICftIa 

Ne nupeu; jllbcc Ilk GalIb. oWl: el'U(aD. 
~'7SI. 

".. ......... ~ .,. .. " .. .....sma oIicft _Iioned m 'hiJ UCOIInl , .. die'" @III!I.IIIt ... oI JO"fCnIOn _.,,., 1711 : bin k m.y be fairly pra.urQe(i, 
.. dill i I liIiiIIet ... -. tbIt II it • .,. DIImioa.I error I and IMI bolh Il«OWltl 

J 2, Ih • _ ..Ii -1Ifil' .... J wbicIt ... JIIIIIcr wID ..... tt11 pcrccift .. be pl'OCCllld, . 
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In 17u, M. du Rougay began to ronn iI settlement there; lad M. de N)'O\I 

..... ~ the Governor of it on the Illth of October- ih til!: same year. and he 

urived there in January, 17'1. 
M. Diote, Lieutenant_Governor of tbe hie of Bourbon.. commanded in the 

interiQ) at the Isle of funcc. 
In 1711l,' Pro\·i ncial Council was cSlabli!hCIJ !.here. 
On the dth of August, 11.116, M. Dumar, whO' resided al Bourbon, wu llamed 

Governor of both wands. 
October 16, 1718, M. de Maupin was named Governor of both islands. 
On ~ 10th of Novcmhrr, 1784. M. de la Bouruonnais ..... as named Govcmor_ 

Ceneral of l~ twO uland., and the Superior Council wal established en hit arrival, 

in ' 735, 
M. de St. Martin commanded there dllring the e:<pedition of M. de la Bourdon· 

nai.1omc Indits, till 114.6. 
I n 1146, M. D,wK! replaced M. de la Bourdonnais, at Ihallime employed in an 

e~dilion Ie Madras. 
' . In '150', M. de Lozier Bouvet, brother-in-law of M. David, COJnrt)andcd pro~ 

vi5ionally. 

In J 755. M. Magtlu, Commander~Genera l of the tWO islands. 
In 1759. M. Dc:SfOTge. Boucher, Covernor_Ceneral. 
In August, 1164. the admin.isuation of the i.land passed 'from the hands of the 

East India Company into dw»c of the King. 
July 14, 116" M. Dumas. Governor of tbe two islands, and M. l?oiVft', CODl~ 

m;uary-Genellil oftbe Marine, executed tbe office of Intendant.. 
November 21,1168, M. Steinaver !ucu:edcd M. Duma .. 
June 6, 176g, the Chevalier de. Roche" Governor.General. 
Augm! 21, 111'1, Ule Chevalier de Ternay IUCCeeded M.le Chevalier del ROC\K:'; 

and, on the pme day, \if . Maillard de Merle luecotdo:l M. Poivre. 
December '. '176. the Chevalier de Guiran la Brillanm: waf named Govemor~ 

General. 

November 11, '77 7. M. Foucault was Intendant of melle isiand" 
May I . '119. M. Ie Vicomte de Sowllac, Covernor.General. 
July 4, 1181, M. Cbcvreau, Intenda!II~Geoeral of Lhe two i!iland~. 
OClo':>cr I 'I,' 185, M. Motaisde Narboont, Conupjuary'-CeocraJ of_ &wo UWxls. 
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NOYmIber 5. '787. the Chev.lier de Bruny d' ~u:, Govc:mor.gcnlnl. 
He was succeeded by GeDeral Conway, in 118g. .. 

In 1791, M. de CowgnY'ltU Governor, Ind was IUCceeded by M. de Cher~ 
mont. 

General Malartic ~ the present Governor, to which place he .".. appoiDted by 
hi. most Cbriltian Majesty Loui. XVI. in the ytar J79i1. 

, 

• 

• 
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CHAPTER II . 

~ Soil, Qnd natural P1'tidUcliOIlJ of tlu Ill, oj Franct. Sbrubs, Plants, at._ 
Its AgrU:ultllrt.-&me A"oUld oj M. Poivre, -In/eMoni of tbe Island, Ue. 
-Tr. and oquatu Plantt.-Trtp. Shrubs, Plants, Ut . brollght into tb. llla"d 
Jrom the N orth Part Pj Madagascar, in 1768, by M. Rocbo",-Herbs, YIge. 
tables, mId Flotvlrs, illtrotiIJud tbere-voriOJls olbn- Shrubs and Tries brougbl 

tbil1xr.-Fniit Trm .-MariIfC Producl;olll.- Nativt a/ld otber Animals oj 
tbe J'lt of FroffCC. 

T R t. eanh i. almost universally of a teddiw colour, and mixed with renuginous 
matler, which often aRlJean on we surface in 5rnall orbicular 1l\ape5 of the size of 
a pta. In the dry ~n. the ground bccomc& extremely bard, pan.icularly in die 
environ. of the town. It rtumblcs potten' caul!, and when cut into trenche. it is 

divided like .lead with hatchets. After rain it become. viscid and tenacious, but il 

i . ~ rmile when cuilLvated; and We cultivation does noc require extraordinary 
labOur. 

Tbere i. no real &and; and lhat which is round on the sca·shore is limned or 
the madreporz and ,belb. 8nd calcine. by fire. The ground is covered .ida 
rocks, rrom the size or a man's bead 10 that or a large barrel. They are NJI or 
Idea, al tbe bottom of \\·hieb 11 In opening in tbe form of • lentiL Many of 

these tot'.b arc If ,he shape of kidney.. In some plattl they appear in larg. 
mum 5 in Ol~ t"r an: brokm, but in weh a manner u if they had suffered 
a teparalion, and becn reunited. The moun~. are formed of Ihem, whieb. 
tbough parallel 'With 0fIe another, pttsent 1bcmIrJve. obtiquely to the ~ 

They are aho iroo-.... " colour, vitrify in &be &re. mtlpcain Cerruginou. 
sr:aaIl pirca ~ way" copper and 1eId have been extracacd from 
fragrnmu q/ me.e ItOItet are small c:rytWGud cavitb. IOIDC of .,bich c"ooI!~,r, .. 
very fine wIdrc down. 
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The isl;md produce. Ih~.kmds of grau:-A1ona: lhe ,""shore there u a mid. 
elaili<: turf, ".hoIe herhitge ia 6ne, and the blade, which ~ 10 a sharp point. i. 
lufficienaly "TOng. when dried, to pierce woollm elolh. 10 the noltel! pans of .he 
isbnd the: pastures arc cornpoRd of a kind of dog..grass,· lhal rons along the grotmd, 
Ind shoon forth rolill branches from ill .tcms: .hough it it very lOUgh, rhe eaule 
Ire fond of it in iu verdant.ate. Bul the best: Vau grows in the mote l"QOi~t pam, 

Ind tbe windward situ.lions of the island. It produce. very large leaves, and i. 
grren and lender Ihroughout the yen. 

The Olha hr1'bs Ind .hrub. polSeucd by the hie of fnmtt: lire .. fol\ow : 
A plant that yiddJ I kind of pod, filled with I .allty aubttance, of which, it i. 

prob.bR, some manufActuring use might be made. 
A tpec=ies of a~paragus, nmcd with thor"" which .hoots up to the height of Iwch'c 

I'eet. and auaches iuclf to tree., in lbe manntt of a bramblc I but it t50eI not appar .. 
that any attempt. have been made to diJcover its qualities .s •• epable rood. 

A kind of milliow. with. aoali leaf, which nourishes moll in the court-yards or 
boule.. and by tbe aide of highway .. 

A plant wbir;h bean a relCO'lblal1CC to the lily, il fond of manby Spol., and bean 

.. odorikroUI Iowa'. 
OD _-va and !If'dtc .ide of roads a luft~d plant is rrequently Ken, "'hOle flower 

i I ~ Ne. lhu. of the COdImon red Qnglc stodr.. 

At the loot or the mOGIlillUu ncar me town is found a vivaciou. Iweel buil • 
.mo. odour is like d-.l of &be ,ill),Ootl'er. hi MCm is ligneous, alld ,n !:..'fcellent 
wla<my. 

TIle llIcqucbe,t .hich makel a ftf)' formidable hed~ beaD :I yellow flower 
..... wi&h red; il il thick Itt with \Oaf"'" tbornl, which coYcr itslu>'es and 
&.k. Of dot lauer, wbich is acid, no ute: • made. 

1"IIeVcIouiG FOWl in the AId on the ca.thore: iu brancha are co,.cred with 
..... .r...bIinl .cl.et, iulea\'CS produce. thining hair, and il bear. banthct 

of Iona.; At . diICIID(C this shrub cmiu qI agreeable Inldl, which is ~ pcr~· 
tibleOD.,.....,,;o.m to il. 

II. kildol ...... balfbramble IIIfhatrabrob, whitb~. ill hriKlC'd 
.... a'-t..aoth bin! GIRo 011 grey pcIri.eo&our, and abom tbe liD: or a mUJ

... baJt t. .... " Yery biucr. and the w.cu employ it in venereal complOllWu. 

. a-~ • t c.c.u QCbe1Ul1i(cr, Llu. 

F 
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lD those p;!ns of the i ~l.nd which have been c~rcd. a ahrub grow~ in Fatabu", . 
iIIIce whose leave. wear ilu~ form of an ~rt I iu smell is gratcfullikc that of balm, 

wbDte name it bean. It is employCd to medicate baths. 
The Fau~ P:.atalt runs alDllg the ahore, like rope-wew, with red (lowen, io the 

• form of btU.. It delights in tile sand. 

In the ,'cry borders of the wood~ a ligneous plant i5 found, called the basker. 
plant, and tolenblt: thread is made from it; itJ leaves, which arc .mall, whcn taken 

in barley water, are remedial for disorders in the breast. 

Tbcre an: a great variety of plant. n'( shrub, comprehended under the name or 
Liane!, some of which auain tbe thickness of a man', thigh. They luuh thermeh'Cf 
to [feeS, to which they give the appearanec of maltS trimmed with rigging, while they 
protect them by thfir ligaturel from tbe violenCe of the hurricants. Nor can a Irtt, 
auached by them 10 the soil, be taken away after it is cut through, tilllhe.e creeper, 

are sepanted from it. Tbe ropes made of their bark are Itronger than lhose which 

are manufa.ctured from hemp. 

There are sevcni , hrubs whose iencs are like those of box. ' 
There is aho a.lpongy and I~my 5hrub, wbich has a large round leaf, and wbolc 

tufted nowcrs are of a deep red. FWw-rmen empluy iu stem, whfh il v~ .. 
instead of rork. 

Thrre il :lOothcr very. pretty wood. called Bois de Demoi$elks: tbe leaf is irideoted 

like the ash leaf, and it. brancbe. are covered wkh small red herri!. 
According to M. Paivre,· woo ... u appointed JnleDdiim of the lab of Fr8IICC 

~ 

• M, Poj,,~ wu !>om Ilt Lyonl in 17'9, aod Cllrelt'd. Il' It v«y ~~rly I,e into) the CePp~ 
c.r fOn:lgn Minioru. wbount him 10 Chin~. He I/'II,.dlccl 'hrough ..,ye~ p,anl of thll tn.pirt. 

aod paid p.rtituhr alfcmioD 10 th~ ~Irieuhllrc of it. 0, hil rClum '0 Europc. Ibe Ihip in .. Met. 

be W&I a palStnaer w ... thtk~ by. Brililll ,hip oewar. Inel, clurin, The <:nl"IemcDt. lit htel (!uo 

.iisfortDIIC 10 10M aa Iltm, Iht' WAI carried ... , .".. ~ lhoc. TIIb: lcdcklll oblia_" Itllll k> 

"'~ tbe ctth .. " ••. liql <Ule: bUI lbe Enl b'<li.. (;op,pu.n)' bo:.1s., wclllCqllai.tcI;\ '11';11\ bIt.-. 
ti .. i'11I1d tllOW!cdge, Jt,lcclcd him for Ihe ~rpo# of cth.bHshin&. a~ bo>lll.C" of "<lItI.mC'lQl 11 
Cochin ChiM. Haviol lu,etocltd in .bis UI!dttIUln,. ho: ..... &j·pq'III~4. t)' flit Dukc eI~ Choi~ 

I nTmd..anr of fbe hla of franec wd SOllfbon, in the)'tlt 17!S6; .nJ in Ihil I;nu,j"", he ~II, ... : 
swacd the upccll,iollJ of the Preneh Mininu. He t1I(Ou ... :,td tlNlna IIw inhabilarlll • "'" rIl 
,,,";';WUu·e, I' 1O'e1l:ll I rille r..... II", Utl! .nel atho. Hopn>HlDt"U. Hc tenl 10 "'hd.. guriflM. 
IJlppI)' fli ClI'fit Ind III«p 10 stock 1M: i"~",d; he nll:urali:J1Ii Iht i.r" Ih., be ... I"~ • 
• 1Id, ooTwiltr.tlMId.i"llhe man)' elilficllhifl he hlello mc~llDttr. 1.II.t(:CC<itd tu. ~......., 
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• nd RMlbon, durio8 the.ldmlni«mion 01 the Duke de Cboiseul, ia '166, the t. 
or FntnCCl ptlueJ5CS a rcnile ,oil, with brooks ,hal are never dry in Ihc hGttcll JCa

iOn, ~nd "'1I1er the island like a garden: nevcnbeleu the buyelt often faits, and 

the p!;lCC iJ alway"_ morc or leu, in a lIale of want. Since the government of M. 
de la Bourdonnai~, which contillued for twelve years, :Iud wbo must be conlidcrcd 
. i the found~r of the colony, since he introduced asriculture I~ the inhabitanu 

haie wandered from project 10 project, and endea\'ou~d to cultivate evc'1lUnd of 
plant/but without per~enng to 5e(:UTC succcu. Coffee. COlton, indigo, lugu caaea, 
tile pcpper plant. the cinnamon tree, the lea pbnl, the mulberry tree, the cocoa, Ind 
the routou,· have been cultivated in their turns, but without ,hal knowledge and 
atu:mioll which ;1 necelnry 10 Cltablish experiment. If lhey had followed the 
limpk- plan of' their founder, which was, in the fint instance. to 1eCUJ'e a p1ent.ifu1 

mpply of bread, the island would, lit this time, have been in II very flouriming Mati; 

abundance would ba,'e reigned. and the vessels which touched there would have 

found plenty of provisions and rc{ruhmenu. The cultivation of com, hd",·t:\cr, 

Ihougli ncglccttd and ill understood, '$uccceds the best; and the. I;IIl(! whit:h i. cm_ 

~d in tillage bean, in Ihe lame year, II crop of corn, and another of ricc: or , 

Ibe nllflrlfl lad cinnamon !Tea. w"ic.h he aatter.:d himRlf would hereafter furnish Frante ",jib. a 

-,. ..... bM! article ,. COITIlDC'r«._)f. Po",~. after bning aert~ bimwlf 10 Iht unnoJ!. fOr 
tht Id ... nbae of tbi, MIIIemmt. ""umed to Fnn« •• nd died It Lynn •• the pller or hi, llatiy;ry. 

on lbe 61h of Januuy. 1716. TM Worlcl .. bi,b be publishlld .~ 'uf6cil'nl to prot'c Ihu h~ 'InS' 
INn of 5(!lInd jlldgrnclll and phiknopb.ic inquiry. Tboy an:. UI, The VO)'IICO of :l Phil~plter. 
~hkh .:ontalu ob5erYltiOfl' on the maDnen, arts. Ind I"i,ullurr of lhe ~plc of Alia and Africl. 
-.cI, A Mtnwit QlIlhe I"np~ration and dyiDg of Silk. ), Rnntrb oa [be m.tary ,"d Mannen 

., die CIitM!K-. 411'1. A OjlcOllne r.ddreuH 10 rbe lIth.bilano of the bll:. of Franc~ ... d Bour· 

tIqI" Jll'iC,l"ariou" ..... u.tr;pi .... hi.eh Wl:rt coIletttd b, lbe Academ, of L,01ll •• of ... hich h~ ... , f. -. In 'cwdw 10 mrich the C(llon)' (:()mmil!~ 10 hb tare .. ;," IhI: useful productions tlf other partl 
of 11Io.~. I~ pun:h.K<! of the o.w. Eut ladla Coiap&n)' tht Iitge garden of MOOlpllisir, ill 

Or.str CD ~ "lid nillUraliu notie plann. He ancImqincd Ihe ground in order 10 COlD
~. rIIIc:rII ~ of th~ weed,; _. bf' Ith penewring .pirh, Ihe IlUtmt( .no:! 11M: 

......... bft.d..IRe, ..w tile dry rice ", Cadtla'ClliaI. ... ~ iaio 1M 
blmL 'I'IIt ..... cMiqriP, an&!.~,mc .... ph" ~ ... MIK'o: IIKII COInt'ted. 
tao", C«f. 

F. 
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1ndiIa com, .... ithout eo.·cr Iym, fallow, or receiving 1IWIItIt:, and widt 110 areM 
QUtion oflabour. 

The Manioc; - which ,"'1$ brought from Braul by M. de liII BourdolmaU. Ind 
was at fint cultivated by compulsion, U. at pte5Cnl, tbe principal mourec or the 
colonisu for the maintenance of their slaves. Their rmnner of cultivating it q the 
ume II in America. 

There ,,'ue orisiMl1y brought from Madagascar iAto lhiJ isl~nd collfidcrabJc 
herd, of Cilllle, and flock. of sheep; but ,ince il hal been diSCC?vcred thai more P 
10 be gaintd. by individual$, rrom importing slaves thaD clltle, the latter have been 

ocglcmd, and continue 10 be diminhbed, by Ihe consumption orthc idand andlhe 
wpply of vt$seb. 8cs.idcl. the ground which bas been prepared for pa5lur~ hal 

been 10 injudiciously dispoled and managed, that tha't is nol sufficiellt herbage for 
the maintenance of the caltle. I n different dUnic!. there iJ a very 6ne grU&, which 
.hoots fooh at the beginning of Ihe rainy sellOn, attains to the height of 6.,c or •• 
fect, and arrives .. I il. fu ll growth in the apace of lhree mOnlha •• hac: lhaa tealOD 
last.. At ,hi. time the colonistt ICfld their herds to graze: on it, whet't they lOOn , 
pow flit; but when the vegetation 1:1:3SC:S it Mcome. dry and hard, 10 tbac 
cauk: cannot cat it. By a thou land accidellb the dried gra.u is rrequently ICl OD liI?~,""". 
a drcunutance which iOmetime! occasions a conf1 agraLion in the adjoining woocb. ;c 
During tbe remainder of the year the; floc.ks and herds are Icrt to wander about .-
rOiesu in .earch of a precarious subsistence. 

The great error which hilS been commi:led in ,hi. j,land. and bu proved IZIOII 
prejudici.al to iu agriculrure, is tbe injudicious milOner in which tbe IfOIiIlMI .... 
hcen cleared. The rim 8Clllers efJ'tttc:d their purpc))e by nrc; 10 thai ., ClfCIICid 
large.paces of country. lOo'ithouL ~~a1s of wood. which COItIcI __ 
a(fract tM douds to the ncw.rormc:d fields. The r:airu are Ihe bat, .... iDdoId. 
the only lIIUJ\UCC;n lhis island. and they connne thel' COIIrte 10 the L-.. Ica~ 
unbedewcd the tracllItMt are dcarod. Baidc,. depriYCd of the IUII'OlIndina ._ 
theK 6clds have no protection agam. tbe vloknu of dte wi. nidi of .. cboG:r 
aD enlire harve~. The Dutcb, who hid no .0041 ac die Capf. hawc hem CMiIIdid 
to plmt Utt. for Inc a.akguard of their buildi.. Tbe Ilk of France ... .,... 
.ida fttt.., and the lr\tW)ilAnu .'Ie destroya4 __ • ia the c;ultivalcd paru. 

• JIitr'Oph. Maniltotl ".. 
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The greater part orlbe trta nlturallo dU iil_ have m:eivtd their names &om 
the arbilr-ary "'ncr of iu lMabitmtJ. 

A Jirgc Ind very uncommon ute ;1 found among the roeks, whOle sulntancc is 
I. soft __ the fiC5b of a turnip. II is called Mapou, or SotinkihS.wood. from its offen· 
live odour', and is conlidertrl II.! unwholesome. 

The Bois de Mndc is small, hud, and twilled; ..... hen burning it em. I lively 

Dame : it is funned into Oam!>t-au;\:, and I' con5idertrl :u incorruptible. 
BoiS de Can~lIe. The cinnamon wood, so c:.alkd from a riight rc:sembl.na! EO 

tbe N: .. I apice tree of lhal name, i, among the largen of the uland. Iu wood is ule. 

lUI in JOiftery ~oTk, and rexmhlcs that of the walnut Ifee, both in coJour aDd vein" 

When ftI'Il: worked up iI emits a f«tid smell, like tlial of excrcmcN, a peculiarity 

whicb 11 poSSC!SC5 in common with lbe Oower of the cinnamon. Its seeds arc enve
loped in I rcd peal of I tour but very agreeable laue. 

or the Naue, there Irt two kinds: the one beuing a I.rg~ and the OlMr a AIllIIII 

leaf. The ca~m~r firnh ;t a very useful wood. 
'rho Bois d'Oliv~, so called from a slight rcsembbnce of il5 leaves to tbox or 

cbt oIiR nu, fumishca very durable timber for building. 

The Boil de POrDmt, is a rcd ~ood. in liule or no cSlimalion. 

The Iknjoi ... • to tailed (rom in cPlllpact qualit):. i, admirably calculated for the 
JIIIl'pIICtaitb$ wbttIwriKht. It is very thick, and l'In'er splits. 

The Ct>1"phinc,' which YMtlds a rt"Jinow jllice, like th;at of the rcall'Olin i il enc 
of the 1.1l'8~u tretl til the ilLmd. 

Tile fictiliou~ Tat.nnac., if veT)' well"cd for building I it is of. Yny Iarzt: 
... and its trunk hL~ been .:)ITIC:timcs. kOO'WD to 1DCaIU'~ fifh:m l\oa in circwa. 
hnc:r. 11 ..... ,·cps a gllm like- that A ... 1 T8&a.maca. 

~:,de iail. The milk.wood, 10 called from ils milky juice. 

Ut-~nt. The ltinklng.tfOod i .... 1bouah il c:miu- an uaplc:ulni odour • 
..,..,.,..Jj:(tlho"',. ~-t . 
. Tht ..a'lftC.% Iu trunk is, .. il .~~ _ida dx: fOOts; wbile &o.n its 
aidet a kJM.dlfWf wins projects ia. the ~.nk.. h. wood i,1O bard as 10 
... 014 _ •• ldfo. 

Tbe JIM de f.pupe, ... "rac crtqling uec..1IbMe butt it ftIJ IOUlh: it abo 
,ww a ~ .fMk:et whicb .. eattCmtd to be an exc:dknt vulacrary. 
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The Fig 11"l'1", i. of. large site I bill ncilht'r ill tuftt 6r ,.... ft!Ieafblc those of 

the ome; Il:Imc so COII1mon in r:lIropc. Th~ pg,. ue of me" --air 'lbtpr, but tber 
gm.". in bunches It'the end of tbe braucht~ f it ju:tt ",hen dritd .bcaJrr,cJ ~" 
elastic gum . 

T he £oony tree. 1 11 balk is while. with I large and stiff.Jetor .... ·hieh is pallid 
bc:ue.lh, Ind "IK'I'C upper 5U1f<lCe i. verdant. In heart Oil )nc i~ bldCk, ... ·hile it$ lOp 
i! white. In a tNnk of six ;lIche, .quare there- il 1101 more than t .... o inches of 
ebon}'. ~ wood of it. in.ll fl~h Mate, ,mel1s like hUlIlan cxmmttU, and ,,,.flower 
throw. fonh the Odour of the c!O\'c: i'r. P~UCCI a ffiJil like t~ mtdlar, fall of .. 

"iM:uua juice, ",hich is SWCC:t, and of an ag~ [I .lVour. The~ is abo a kind of 
ebony, ",hose surface i ...... hile with bl<l.ck veins. 

The Lemon uee d(K1 OOt produce fruit but ",'hen it gro ... ,s in cool Ind mf>iu JiIU
Idonl. lis lemons are small, but full orjuice. 

The OTlnge tre~ 100'~J d~ same damp soil, and itl fruit b drtxr bluer or sour. 
h abound, iu the environs of C';rand Pon ~ but the China OlUlgc trtt is rare, C\'C1l 

in pri,·ate garden •. 

There is a kind of SandJl wood, thougb by no means..-nnohl,..;o colour i. ~ 
a greyi~h ,.hile, and il emil' a fainl odour. 

The Vacoa, is a kind of smMJI palm tfCC, who~ Ica\'CS grow in a spiral form' round 
th~ Inlnk. Thq> serve to make mall and .aclc:ing. 

The Latanio'," is a lar8~r tree of Ih~ palm spccia; on its summit it proeruct"! lea.,," 
in the shape of a fan. Tht"yare u5ed as coverings for hOU5C1: tho~ bw one u 
produced ill the coune of a 'y~r • 
. 1'~ Palm, (P.almiuet) is lhemost lofiy of the fol'Ol; on ils lOp it bca,u a bu.ocb of 

palms, from whence proeceds a sprout, which is the only part that is elculent, and to 

obtain .it the: tree iudf must be cut down. This vegetable, which 
b.ge, il formcJ by young kayos rolled up "'I'fher : it u ,cry 
agreeable Wle. 

The Mq1ier. growl ia the: Ita; ita branda and row ~ .... ine alon8"1IDC1. 
<IUd .re $0 lncerJaced chac it il impoaaibJe to dilClllb.rk where rhec1l'«l JJO!'. 
The wood produce. a dye of a red .colour. The pcu:r pin of tbe ... '1a"e .... a 
~ &hin bark. and JOllIe c11bctn nomi. raor.t. ....... dtp-ili i&t which ., panic_., dJl'u Cram lhoIe of tbe north, when: C:oDIiaerace nltCD't ...... a .. 

• c.,pIaI. _bnmIifen, L;".. t ,.... WdlIfd,..... 
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&om lhe riprof the t~ by clodting diem with stvenl coats. Their roou.run 
Fr.erally 00 • Ie\oel with the sraund. aDd with than they ding CD the rocks: they 
are low, and then- l Op' are bUI tbin of foliage: they arc of. uurdy 'tim; I() that 
Ihdr lWille IUcngth, when added to We plants to which tbty Ire IUlebed, ~bleJ 

them 10 rcu. the hurricanes that root up thl; proud<.'Il lUes of. mit. 
The banD of the ~ams, ",hich allem~Lcly wind in si lentt Of ilnptlaously nl5h 

• through t\IoC wood .. arc co\'(!ft:d with treu; from whence arc ~u~pendnl buncbcs of the 

Scolopwdria,. and flo .... ers of the cre.eping planu. Among the rocks and in the aMde, 
Ihc: m~ lo.lCi capillary pl;tnlJ arc iCen to nourish. "he 'allen trunks of tree. are 
covered Wilh enOl moos fungi waved with different (oloun: there j~. abo. ;In infinite 
variety o[ ferns; and the wmmon mo" of Europe i. '\ell:: &eer>. hili of a milch 

urger ,~o..vth. In>tl~atl of me reeds which " .. e are accustomed to Ja: on the .iW or 
riVCrl,lhc "mg~sgfow in abundapce akmg lhe~ .tlClms; I~ Ircl kind ofnymphea, 

IDd relClllb!c the walcr_lily, so great an ornamenltO ou r trllllIjuil pooh. 
To thc.~c wc sh:r.lllodd a dc~riptiun or .even! tree., .hrub" and pl.mu. which 

srow in the nonh part of M',dagascar, and wcre brought from thtnce to the hie 
of Francc, in the 1 .... lo!r p.'l of the: year 1158, by M. Rochon. 

The ~Il,"..manghit, is I tree whoSt b.,k IS bruwn, ,be trunk $ln.ighl, and its wood 
bladlJ I.e up is mlturally white and milky, but when cllpOI(d 10 thc air becomes 
Rtf IU blood, The ~ of thi. '~e ha\'C a ,weel and aromatic. ,mell, Ind iu fruit 
is I,killd of nutmeg. The M.kgl.chcs IUpJlotC thai it poucucs the same: virtucs 

.hieh we Inribut. to ,be true nUllncg. 
The Raubc. h i •• wild nutmeg tm", and a much larger. IU well u finer tn:e: 

dati the MalaO-manghit. h produce. a nuumg that yield. itn afOlmtic oil, with 
the Makgaches rub their bodia and lnoWl rheir haH. 11 is abu rmploycd 

cold hUJn01,In; and, IIHn inwardly, wnifi<-s the "omaeh. 
It rC5ClDbiu dae ~I though there is some difi.:rence in. 

This tree deligbu i. tiev.ttd .iluations. The rind, the mace, 

ill .romatic. 

h it the real wild nutllDCl: ill trunk i.lar&e and its branche, 
i.a _ant.y si~ 

A '''IF' blue. pIeeott i. way fond of rhe fruit of 

p' .. "n.)o!an&. 
",,-, ... ~. 
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Ra\'eod. .. ,.. or.n die vanOll1 QUlmtg tree' in MadaaaSC1f, IhU more particu~ 
karly a:tra.cu the acrenlion oflhc boatnbt. The eu.~ore which is clC'lr~ed ftum its 
!Moves. p~ the united pt'rfume of tbe clov(', II"" cinnamon. .1Mi abe nutmeg: , 
'Ny a~ produce an oil which j$ mon: CSIt:a'MJ [luin that 0' the (love. and it iJ 
preferred ill culirnllry preparation .. hy the coob of the Indies, to any other spice. 
11 is a very prcdow tree, and lo"c. I moiu .wil, though ft is 'ten 10 flourish 
iQ a dry one: it 'lOWS to a urge NU, and ilS p)'n~lnidal head i. weU furui~hed 
.... 1\11 re."u. lu wood is ",hilt, hard, hc:n'y, and witilout smell; but Ibe 1l.rk &mds 
forth a very po ..... erful odour. The frull of the Ravcnd.$lra is of a globular fonn, 
(Iallencd on ils , .... '0 cxtremilie.,: iu odOll', as ""dIu Iha: of iu shell, is not 50 $trOOl 
a~ we perfume of the lear, 6uI il o r a more delicate fragranu. 

The ll arMle. It is the lofttest and largesl tree of the country of Foule.pointe: it • 
.... ood is ,,"'hile. but red at the heart. Wbm it has auained iu full growth, il .heds 
its exterior bark every rear, which is of a grcyish colQur, and truck contexture. Tbe 
trunk of Ihis utc i. smooth. and "",ithout any h{.ancncr. bUI at ill extreruit,', ... here it is 
\i"cll dre.ued wilb fol.iage.~nd Ihe tUft ,,"'hich crowns it is a pleasing ohject. The Least 
incis)on made in this I~ procures an abundance of a whitc JQilioW and a~lie 
juice: the female MalegadlCl make a pnte of il ..... hich wy consic\et ,IS a -;rJljVItlu. 

able cosmetle for the preICrVltiOfi of the skin, On burning Ihis rosin, it disperua 
perfume like Ihal of in~n5C. The fmit cOl"lli.stS of I nut, w}1or;e OUtside skin alone 
gi\"ei an aromatic frag~nce. 

The Laben. This u-ee grows on the sca_shore, and consequently loves a SlUdy 
3Oil: it rises to a gTeal height, and il8 wood is hard, of a redcfuh hue, and suiled to 
the purposes of joinery, T he rruit is of lhe liu: and shape of an olive, and iu kenacl 
b of a white: colour aDd dclic.le wte. 

The Founha, It i. a very fine "", and one of me mOIl wdul produtci.xl. of 
hOI counlfies. ExcejX the leak, il is the belt wood tballhr:: l..db d'ord IQr tbe ton· 

slructiO)1 or .Ilip&. It prodtteel a balm of a greea CO&Our, whicb is • Vft)' exceUe., 
vul~rary. It is 4rgc, wiLb spneadina branche. and luficd foliage; but lhe moa 
remarkable circulDllUCt biIaagias to d i.J its emaonliblJ)' '*IbL 

The Tevartnii.. Tbis uu: precnll, ~ cbe wid implariey of cht 101M. III 
me I)"mmeu)' of art : it has all tile appearance 01 ....... tlippcd "'10 the form 
or a p)'Tamid, c:caillin; or ~ diilinec 

The: 1Joiday. This i, !he IDOSl COII'IIDOCI ... 



HISTORY OF MAURITIUS, .' &om die thick ~. or il. lop, i. caJcul.&al to IOnn &VenUe': it rCJemblCI the 
plumb t~.and riltSlO I similar heigbL lu wood i. red, and may be wed in jointr'. 
work: itl bnk is very ~mootb and whitt', and iu ~ve., which are large. p OISeD a 
very bril1iaQ! \·crdu.re. 

The Fotc:rsW. It is among Ihe largest tr~. of Madagascar ; !Nt ill wood i. fit 
only lOr fuel. ThMc IS another kind of ii, which growl in swamp. and marshy places. 

M. FlIcourt describes il under lbe name ofVoul foIIU •• 

The Taagut'ffi. It grows on the sea.shore. and its wood, which is hard ,and veined, 
is ~ in cabinet and ornamental work. Tbe Malcg.chcJ make a falal usc of 
ill fruil, .. hich contains a deadly poison. It is an undoubted Ma1chenillicr. 

The Ancaf'.ra. This is known in the Isle of France by the: lIamc of the milk tree; 

it. Dower haa the odour and figure of the jessamine. A ,light incision produces, in 
peal abundance, • caullic, milky juice. 

The AllY. TbM is. fine palm tree, . 'b;ch grow. to the height of !em or dC\'~n 

feel: iu uunlt i. impl't'~d .... ith the mark of ;IS leayc:s, which i~ JUec~Ajydy .lhocb. 
lu lop is crowned with d\ta:: or four ro ..... of leaves, from four to fiyc feci ;n length, 

.nd abow. an inch and an half broad, which resemble the leaf of the flax plant: 

daey ~ .. the con.iSle-nee of p;-lm leaves, .lId are manufactured into umbrellas. 
The Ta(oumonoa. Thi. trtt i. large aO!l tufted; the bark ;. lmooth, and the 

'WOOd. white. Itt fruit u an acom, Ijke that of the OJk; wlu»e kernel hill .n aro
mldc tuIe, with • sligh!: QIIYOlif of uupcruin;. 

The Hounill. lib. brge and very line ,ret' ~ the bark is red, and the wood 
,ellow. all an incision, a red juice iuue. from it of the colour of coral. From the 
... of ta root the Malegachct exltllCt I fiat: red dye, b,11'G1U of 11 willmon lie. 

1'be ZaviD.n~n. It gro1to'. ill manby liwatiwa, rile. to a moderate hdgt,1\ 
IIid II .-.wbar. tufted: the tnm.k it covcml wi.th koou. the bark gra:D, and the ..... -

The 1...iIIgo. 'I1ais is a woody creeper. tJI.bout two inches in diamercr. which 
ucmdIlO IlIe lOp of the highest tree.: the wood if, yellow. II well as the!irutde of 

tbc bat. TN MaIc~ empJoy the bR 'UCl1'ClOt of ... pluat to d)": the tbread '* their,..., rI & rOd and yellow ~. 
n.c Harot ...... b ria to Ihe hd&ht ollf&eat Cut, ... grows in I IIndy aoil : 

.................... ..,. "'" ""' .......... The ............ d from ' ... 
aec 4. kiacl of' ...... Waod. J I 

c: 
• 



,. HISTOIlY OF MAURITIUS. 

TheTanc:anon. nil" ..... ild vine, whose fruit is sour, but rider pailtlble.and 
caceuned by the n. ll\'o. This cltt~r attache. itHlf 10 Irett. .nd windt iut lf to 

, the top of them : it!; rOOl i. diuretic. M. FlIICOUfl, who kat daclibed ~ra1 kinde 
of the y,'ikl \'ine, has flOl mentioned the lanCauon. 

The Taco. II is:ll kInd oC'vi~.like dw which has ~jud. described. , 
The Voua-Iomba. This i. the fruit of • \'i~ ..... hich European' prckr II) every , 

1Xhcr"; it il called tbe Madagascar gnpe, and haa:l aharp taste. Thil: plaIn diet 
every )'O-r; in root i •• kind of Ignamc. (Di5Corca opoaiti folia, Linll.) 

The Anakuey. A ~lUi li\'e plaut. 
T he A reJOU. A kind of elder tree. 

The T ougnounan. 

The TafOumoun~rn. An acorn {Nit wilh :II UDall white flower. 

T he Racoudrit. "gretll fru it in buncbes. 

The ·U\'Ingbiri. A plant with large squa« pods. wbich contain. bean &at i. alii 

ami. hemorrboic:bl. 
The: Tcnne. A IItfllb of a prnrnidal form. that lacC1lch in nawnl-tlaSeJ, 
Tht: Az:rmbou. A fruit that hill the appearance of:l bunch of red flowera. 

.The Una.ke I ~ilchoo . An caubte fruit. 

:The Samp~n . leva. A. frui l which grows in the form 01 a chapkt. 
T he Tdriughil . A ~iLr. wKh , yellow 60wer. 
Tht> Lacta, A small b.:rry. like, pcpper-corn1 the lower 1_ lhoac (J/ 1M 

1117.1(' Int. 

TI>e V()gu·l'ld,'..,ng, 
T he Fa. ped)QIJf<!u. A kind of lily. i.e the shape of • ..,. It ...... DCa ... 

ItUOn 01 the whall' IUhery. 
"The v "ua-hilllclli, 
T he.- Fil • ." tqui~lum ,tboKscm., 
The Voamlluft. A thorny I~ whoM! ~ ... CDII6Ded...,itI. 
The T chu.i eM. A u.d of i~Ullnhuaiploc8, 
T he Jactlan A ~e, of almond., • nee wi .... ' IeavC\· .bic:.b aaila a.-.: 
The Timha.ld\·e, A II1roh wjlh , whitt: bel .... aer. 

The AIn~'t. A round. kat. dial fila ..... 
n.tupPi. " A&I,lCiof~""_"."'IO"'.trw. ........ 

able, IUIC 10 \be'drink (If the naliva. . ' 



mSTOIlY OF MAURITIUS. 

The Azov.,..,.; :'.0 

The Farakr. (Plante p,anll.he), with • long red ~ in the .. of r hend, or 
• fork. .nIh 6ve prong •. 

The Vongo. A fine tree, WhOle fruit ill called Vaauou VOUJa. On incision. it 

yield. a yellow juice. ' 
The Vua·miw. _voi. An Aller-. 
The Tougouna-kin.lein. ,A kind of mjnl. 

n.e' Sanoang-matan-nahaurou. A kind.of cueping uparagu., 
The Ilanga..ua. It. buiboul root, with a wbi~ Dow~ • 
The TchilolOU. A white tulip. 
The. F ifoulche. A tuj:, .bole 1ca\IC.J resemble thOle of !he mallow, with OOWttl 

round iu trunk. 

The Shira. A. palm tree, from .. box bark, when buml:d. an eatable Alt ill 
utracted. 

"Ik Ravcp-tongbans. A balsamif plant. 

The Tanroujou. A kind of bcnjoin. , 'f ' 

The Azou-ranou. A .h;ub. whose fruit hu the flavour of ciruumon. 
The Afatraha. It. shrub. with an odorifcrou. hark. 
The Vaing-bare. A plant. witb an miry le;f and a while 8owtr. 
The Talate. lu kaf i. thick and Us fruit red, like that of the. bolly-oak. 
The: Jang. A tree that prod\lcc~ llll'ge bunches of Dower •• 
The Vlla_tani. III flower retembici that of die J~ihoa of China. 

The Vua.momucung. A plant, witb a kaf like that of t;bc lamarind. and its fruit 
IWInbla a bean. 

The Vua-loutouc. A -ahrub, willi red fruit. wbicb i,t eatable, and hal th;el,OIVCur 
.. !he _bary. 

The UDUho~rongou. It bas a resemblance to the ran; iu leaf' it ~ and 
Ita &We ia 01. oblong angular Ihape. 

The Vouq.-W.irang. A kind of aut."'" OUlwud abcU is yellow and hairy. 
'I1Ie Vaa. md .. : A kind of Cau_ 41.ou.. 
The IV.......... A kiad of Manglitr. : 

• Tbe VOI!H!!o'ri..ti A. larce tree, whicb bean ,1IDIIIKd.ftower m great bunches. 
The AmpIIi. ... r' ... ..,. ~ ......... wood.aad. rulH o,lftbe nutofiroJJ. 
1'be Joud; W, ..... mea.. ~I ',\' 'T 

G. 



.. ·RISTORY OF MAURITIus. 

The VOUII«ftUnIOU. 

n;e 'Vouang.ue. MalulD cldonium. 
The VOUI.(utte. A kind of boz tree, whoc &I'OCDUIt Iruit" auble. 
The: Engtfi:panta. Tbt Itller iOOilo. 
The Enghi..bC. Tbe targ.:: iadiao. 
The Vua.maealiong. A kind oftllA,i", &om wbich oil i. extra~. 
T-hc- Sacaviro.ambon. A IpeCie- of the Zcdoain:. 

The Vua fao. A kind of palm of Sagou. 

The Ouvi·'ambe. A -erecptr. 'Whose leaf i. Ilml!, and in the JOrm or. heart with 
• very .harp point. ., 

The Chirontsui. The leaf i. tdrall', ami m pjirt, like that of the .mall ha .... me' 

its n~r has four green leln"t.!, .... hich form a cup. 
The Vua horda. Alfruil, ill the shape of a cucumber, and which smells like a 

quince: . 
The Sanguamou_batou. A plant. ",nok leaf bu me Ame effeCt od fish u tIK-

.1' I I <<>que du Levant. It mlUI b. bruiled. . , 
The: Vainl.:$Ombou. An hob, which has the same qualiricJ. 
The Sanga, n n.a;a. T he real 'pIpyrus. 

The VII:oJ,'IOI'Id'inl. A''fruit lili.~ th'e pipar of Chinl. ' 
The "'ua i."i.~rat:~.l: '.-\ kind'oH\~ f1 at cham;" whkh 8ro", .. on • creJping pl.nL 

T~ Vila nan/oula: ' It ('o,,'ainJ a -iarge • .mond, of the same 'hape 'as die kerne-I 

of the upolilla, ' bul much thlcli.er . • 

The Vl"IUIing pin.lda: "'jlh leaves like the cinnllmon tree, but without odour. 

1'he Vu,..l:nglll 1~.paJ. Fruit of a sl't'en colour, .... hoH: leafy baJb open. iib: die 
pctil t.r. nOlf~r: UI n~""!I~I, a~ eonr.ined in a triangular pM. 

'] he Allja oidy. A kind ofhealh, which gro", to a coruide ... bIc beipt. 
"Phe Vua Ittrt'n... A kirld of v.coua, wi lh luo,.nct narrow IaYa. 
The Vua.khieason. A &lI\all fruit, like the r~"" 
The rrcl\O\It~ moloa, m fttl'W. 1 -A1 'Phlnr.,l "'i~ i. ,hlail ho~" 
Th, Vua·hiHI~ A crel'pi"l plint, wHh' wMtt :terna~ leaftl. 
1 he VlI. namoouavOll. A red fruil irl tJencbe. J willi ~ of ••• ..." 

.. lid Wlithh terre&.- l {! ihIJMltffd. "~ . I.wnlerarp. ' 
ne'VUa ,'t.c.!' A'lIitld,of'fi&'lfee •• hit41 hftllc:lII. ..I 

The Va be: Wuon. ,I . ) 
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The Varou. A kind of mil low. 

The Lindern. A kind of palm tree, wilb &be leaf or the lCOIopeatt. 
The Ang".n-nmbou_Iabe. 
The Tongou bintchi. 
The Haua1l::; whOle rosin partake. of the nature of ambergria. 

The ChingolponL 
The Chri"II •• 
The Alut mandrout. 
Tbc Vlllioni nangbona. 
The Balr.rang. A plant. with large buds. 

45 

The Ardouranga. A small plant, with vegetable Dower. and red hUlk. like that 
of indigo. 

The Vaguinang bou •• A anrub. with a white hairy leaf. nd white flower; the 

root i. a fine vulnerary. 
The Cani-pro\ili. A gnu , wilh a large leaf. from whence the native. extract I. 

juice, with ... ·hich they paim their bodies. 
The Chipoolou pouli. 
The Adabou. A large tree. 
The Ouoi randra. An aquatic plant, with an indented leaf J tbe flower hal twO 

henna; the rool is eatable. 

The TottJu. A kind of laurel, whose leaf and berry a~ aromatjc. 
The Voua-houda. A large fruil, like the mangue, of an oblong and cylindrical 

Ionn; of a pleasant oduur, with. ramiticd kernel, aDd leave. al rallged oppo!'ilc to 
each other. 

"l'be MoufIOU rounaec. A .hrub, wjlh • blue Rower and a trefoil leaf. 
Th~ Azou.minti. A vC'ry curious pyramidical shrub. 
The Amol-mind·be. A very fint tree, ,ohhe ~mc form, wjth large leaves. 
The Touwn.boudi. A smilll palm tree, with I.r~ leaves dividf!<!. U lbe eXlJ'emilY. 
Tbe:: Fouranflw. A kind of wimer t::btrry, with • triuplar leaf, like thai or 

ponlcy. 
N v ... GaDdtoucou. Buncbe. of 80waI i_ r,OID itt lrunk, with apiral pc:tab. 
Tbe Vou.eeDL A tweet fruit, 01. Jed c:olUlb'. like Ihllof coral; botb the wood ... tea __ .... 
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The Mang. A tree, whole leaf is like that or the mallow, bot ............... : 
its flower i. dOllo'OV, like 'hilt of tbe keunia, and ofa red. colo.n, like P.he role. 

The Angue.malou. A kind of aromatic brede; ill flower is of. go'dco ~. 
The VouJang·boudi.pouni. A red wood, which in lime become. bllck: it i.1lIed 

in dying. 
The Tlimamasoo. A creeping plant. whose red OOlll'(:r is in the form of che 

je.w:mine. 
nle: Manouqutbonga. A shrub. with branches like thole, of the vine, and wheile 

~ul;rul Kd Dowen are ranged·like .In aj~eue. 

The Mun. A kind of vdoutier, with Ic.iIve. like tbe uu1low. 

The Sonmouletang. A downy Dower. 
The Lalang .. 
The Via (outchi. A woody cree~. whose fruit is inclosed in • cup, in the form 

ora star. 
The Di(i.;zou. A fruil, which has the form of a small pear .• 
The Tavoutala. A small b6'4>ous plant, of tbe orcbis kind, it. Oower ia at • 

greycolour. 
The Chetchia. A kind of hienciulnt wilh a yellow flower. 
The Agnm rambou. Anoche:r bieracium, ofa violet eolour. 
JOe Cutouban<b. A kind ofpimpemel, which is applied to 1welling'. 
TIle Nanton. A twirtcd tree, of two kinds, the large and tbe limalilaf. 
The Ampdang_tbi.foube. Gemianella, wil.b violet fiow.en. 
The C.mpoudi. A kind of abine. 

The Vcloulia. Pithonia. 
The Oubave. A tree, which produces. gum, like JUID arabic. 
Tbe Bontou. A 11tt. whose root gives a ycllow dye I il ,rOWl on the Iide of 

water, and ill leaf i. Ibid" aDd, ip pairs. 

The Voai.mo~ng, A d!tub, whole bad poaeua astrinpnl qualities. 
The Vumdrang. A kind of gaknga. 
The Aie. A larse polipode, wboae Ked u aaabIc. 
~ Tabouronaogat. &ethel. 
~ Vou'.roun. 
The VOUHIIim. 



HI STOR Y O'F MAURITIUS. 4, 
Tt.e AmpebarJhi. An asnabte plant, which "grow, to the height of twelve 

Inc""-
The Sandi.fa r",t. A plant, ""hieh is round on the ~J_short. TM Malegaches 

rub their bodiel with the leave. when they have 5Ufk:red filligue; and these frje-uons 
revive Jnd rd"rc:tb them: t~y pretend thai its leaves are incorruptible. When me-

dically applied, thc-y Ire found to possess healing qualities. • 

Tile Vognin d'o.seng. A plant, wbosc leaf reaemblcs that of the lily I tbe lime 
of iu flowc:rlng marlu the leillon f"r the whale lishery: the prows of the piroguu" 
employed on that commercial servictc, are. adorned with garlands of thelt: Bower .. 

The Aaimena.· A very agreeable .hrub, that grows to the: height of four fC:C:l; iu 
lOp i. tufted, and its lea\'e. are thick and of a fi~ gn::en: iu nower nnitl a very 
fragrant odour. 

The '!'oulon gouab. A shrub, whose: odoriferotlsleaves st l")'e the Malegaches for 
pillows: it rises to the beight of four feet, and i" fruit is bitter, oily, aoo aromatic. 

The Voua..axigne, Thi. is the au-aighten and 10ftiC$l Iree oj Madag".car; iu 
yellow, hard, and compact wood is employed in building hou~, and forming the 
keels of· the great piroguas. The resinouJ juice that Oows from it i. yellow, like 
amber, and ofa glulinOlu quality, but without any smell. The M~'eg~chc:s extract 
Ifom this Yaluable tr«: a clear oil, ... ·hieh. when rresh, i. of an agrecab~ ni\·OU(;. 

rice when mixed with il bccom~. a more delicate food I and this applicltMl of it u 
very common alDalll the mltives orthe iUand, 

The T ougmonn 1m, Thi. tree gro\lo" on tbe lummit or the rno.urlli;n,; it, wood, 
wbich i. \Io'dgbty, and of a ydlowi,b-bronze colour, i; used fur inlaying, and I(J make 

... ayes. 
The Vohan lilan. Thi5 tru attain.tbe height of twelve- feet; iu trunk i.e 'In.i~ht, 

and coverro with thorM, bUI without leaves, whkh form a thick tuft mund 110 If\p: 
IbC'y are of. vC'T) fiDe green', arc: four incbe •• nd an half in Itn~lb, aud IWV .lId an 
half in brc.dth. Tbe wood.pigeolll an: .sreedy uf iu fruit, whIch i. 01" a "l'ry un
plarapc. 

The Toulou. A Ihrub. which gfow.jn a bU,lhy form. in Iny kind of lOil; the 

h it ia talkd the- Madagascar Itrawberry I it has a very ag~abk O!'V\iUI. ~I1J .., 

atremed by £UfOJM;lns, as" well as by the ,natives. 
The: VO\1l-ahtnlaNu. A.shrub, whieb aho grows in (l buiby rorm, to lbc: bciabt 

d tIVCD feet, uclloYcl. Nlldy .oil: iu wood v white. 
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The rufonl-ful. A beautiful !thrub, wbose nunk i • .uaip .. wWIDut any 
laws, bUI thole: "'bjd! adam ill round and lufted top. 
• ~ f inguere. A kind of wild fig uee. which, OD iociliolt.1itlck __ ilk,. juice. 

INI, on coagulation, ((InN an e1utK fOlio. tueh as 80w. froM. 6t caoul<hocte. 

'The MalC'gadlcs make lorehe .. whicb bum withollt wieu, and alOrd a IUfficieiat. 
light, when they pursue their nocturnal fishery. Spirit of wine hne no effect Oft 

1m. rolin, but it di..,lvts in edier or Iin.eed oil. odIcr r,t and oily .ulntaneea hive 
also • cun$idc~bIc effect on if. Thif (fec rises to the height of 'W"llly fttt; ' b 
Ie"~ are dght indo long and four broad, .nd iu fruit ~bki a roulJd. 6c. 
whkh i. tUli of sm .. 11 grains: the Malcgache. eat it with plclSure, lhoush it .1OIlI' 
and awtic.. Thi. elastic gum d well known in Europe, and when I1ICd u baocbp. 

• probe .. &c. grcalty facilitates emain chirurgica\ opcratio~u. ~. 

The Bagnell. A planl, from which the true indigo il cxuacu:d al M • .-po"" , 
this the natives perfonn by a very simple operation I they lay the 

to toak in waier, when the plant begins 10 fl ower I afU'r P"''''''';. 
bccomea of a violet colour; a.r.d wben it hu atllined a deep lilll. the 
Items are taken out of ii, and a certain quantity of oil poured into 
sedimmt has ,ubsided the water u poured off; and thc: deposit, beiDA 
lhade, produw a fine indigo. 

The Ravendrui. not a muscadier, but, in the opinion of M. de I. Mark, a proper 
tpeeie.. It il the BagillO phyllum. 

The Intchy, according to the Ame ,kilfui botani5l, i. a basil hymeneL 
'111': Anwara alto, in hi. opinion, u among the gmcn. of the TabcmamonLUa 

.pecies. . 
The Fila<> i. the CUlIarina of Fonter, and of Linnew junior". 
And, billy, the Vua.tchirie i. tbe Pandaml;U. 
In the enUmQalion ""hith hu been made of &he ~!I' .nd treeI of Madigucar. 

flO notice hal been take" of the following £ruiu.1cC. &c. . 
The pinc-apple. water melon. white pepper, and the: banana, Ibc affron of die 

Indies, the ,rut cardamum, the ginger. the vcronic.a. the Yftiaria. the pourpicr. 
and ,he bas.il; the aster, the gentiliana, the bagIwadier. &be verocbe, and &be ~ 
or the ancieNs. called u.nga-sanga. &c. &c. 

Amberaria i. found in the hie. of France • .&.rbon, R.odripcz. '"" .. tilt 
.bom of tbc lonacr arc covered with coral. 

• 
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The French c:auJCd the greater part of the plant., trees, dec. hettaftcr described" 

to be inuoduc.ed into the island. Some of the: inhabitants have abo made coruitkr· 
able: co.mibution •• among odiers, Mesm. De Cossigny, Poivre, HermllU, &c. 
ut. The: reproductive: plant., and which are, at it were, naturalized in the country. 

lid. Tholt: which an:: cultivated in thc: fieldJ. ad. Such a.! are esculent, and belong 
to the k.it~heu garden. And, -tth. The different kinds of fl owers. 

Among the wild plana, a kind oCindigo grows in lhe plains near the town . . 
The Pourpier is a native of the counuy. and loves sandy places. 
Tlie \Va.r.er.creu is found in the rivulet., where it was sown some yean ago. 

'Inc: dandelion and wonnwood grow freely among the rubbish, Ind in earlh that 

bas been-moved. BUI, above all. the Mol",, - tpreads its large and downy ka\'cS, 
and shoou up iu cluster of yellow flowers to an extraordinary height. 

The Squint, (lII:hich i. not the Chinese plant or the same name) is a gl1lU, that 

C'OWI to the height of the finelt rye, and chokes up the other herbs by the quick_ 

nen of itJ growth j but it must .be eat ",hile it is green, as it is 100 tough wheu dry 

to be used as food for any animal. . It is green only five monlhi in the year j Ind 

the black Maroons ~ometime. &<:t [ire to it, in defiance of the ordinanca published 

againlt fuch a conflagration. 

The Brelle, \<rIhose name, in the Indian language, signifies an eatable leaf, is a 

,petits of morel. There arelwo kinds of them; the one called the Brelle of Mada

gascar, who,e leaf is lomewllll Ihorny, bUI of a sweet t3ste, lind a purgative quality • 

. The other, which is in more common ule, il served at table as spinage. 11 growl 

every where, and the water in which it is boi]oo is very bitter. The blacks moistco 

thdr manioc in it. 

The plants which arc cultivated are as follow: 

The Manioc, of which tbere is al'lOlher kind, called camaignoc, grows in the driest 

.pou. It is a shrub, whose'" resembles that of hemp j it! root is as long, and as 

liIrgeua man'sarm; lI.d, when grated, is made into caw: three pounds of it arc given 

to each Negro (or his daily food. M. de la Bourdonnais procured it to be brought 

from the island o( Madeira, and, as it quickly multiplies, is .heltercd from the hur

ric.anp, ahd give. a nutritious ~ubsi~ence to the Negroes, u a most valuable plaut. 

The Mai&, or Jadian corn, grows here to great perfection. It is a "aluable ,graiu, 

(10m iu producu. .. c natln, tbougb ir it be kcpt long, the insect geu into il. 

H 
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Wheat abo Douriibes here:, lhough it does not grow to lI. great heiSbt. h is 
.,.-n by hand 00 account of tbe rocky soil J and is seldom "ept more than tWO ycan. 

Ahhough its Dour is nevet" very white, its bread is preferable to that prodoo:d by 
&be Dour of Europe, for long vO)"SCI. 

The euhivation of rice is ''ery ruccessful. this grain prOduces more abundantly 

lban the wheat. 
The .mall millet yidds a very plentiful ha,,·CSL 
Oats succeed well in this island, but they arc lillie cultivated. 
The Negroes grow tobacco for their own consunlption. 

The fataque, is a grass with large blade., like thote of a .mall reed: ani6cial 

meadow. arc made of it. Il is a utivc or Madagucar. Onol"r;bis. 
M. de St. Pierre mention. that attempts have been made to culti"ate sainfoinJ 

trefoi~ flax, hemp, and hop" in t'hi. island, but without sueeeS$. 

Thl culinar, and !ructi/eroul Planis. 

The greater pan of the v~tat,les degcnttate, ana those who are curioul in them, 

mu$/. annually obtain their se«U from Europe, or the Cape of Good H',,"So;jI1~ 
pc:u ao: tough, and v.'ithout Iwtttncss: the kidney.btanl arc hard; but I" re is • 
kind of lhem. which are larger and more tender, called. the Cape pea. There is an

other kind, " 'ith whme vinet arboun are fonned. Hone beans arc lucccufui. 
There i. alao a kind of bean, woou: pod is a foot in length j; it. grains are large, bUI 
are never eatcn; and its brancne. are JO luxuriant as to fonn verdant bowers. 

'Inc anichok.et. put fonh large lca\'CSo but produce small heads, which are very 
lough, unl~ thc root has been .... :ell manured. Hedgu 'arc formed or them. as the,. 
are w:ry thorny, and rUe to a con5idcrable height. 

The Ciromon h a small pumpkin. The cucumber i. also diminutive, and less pro.. 
ductive here than i.l Europe. ~ melon is in great e-timation l and the Pa.lCque, 

or watcr·mclon, is excellent: the climate i. very favounble 10 ii, as well as !be 
lOiI, when improved by manure. 

Gourds grow here to an enormous siu, and are of greal usc, as they form tbCI 
uKDliit of tbe Negroes. 

The Bringdle, Of Aubergine, is or two kindt: die ooe, which is a DaLive of .... 
dap.scar. bas a very !hick bark, and produce. a round and yellow fn.&iI, .. ." 
-which is KDOwn in Europe, ym a bl~ fruit of the aize of a larae lit-
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rn.ere are two son. of pimento: the one which is known In Europe, and tbe 

OtM-r which it nltural to thi. isl.nd. It is a shrub, who&c fruit is "~ry .m~I1, ~nd 
Ibinea like grains of coral. on a foliage of the finest grtcn. The Creola U5t: it in 111 
their tagouu; it i • • very Itrong pepper, Ind burns tbe lips like • cauuic : it is 
talkd the fiery pimento. 

The Ananas, thefincst offruiu, is known here; Ind the&trawbeny begins to mukipl, 
in cool "tuation.: Iheyhow~ are not very productive, any morc than th~r..,pheny. 
whose froit has degenen.ted. There is avery fine sort from China, which attains the 
_ or cherries, lind is very abundant; but it is neither .weet nor fragrant. 

Spinlge, erene., sorrel, parsley, fennel, and celery, are of difficult cultivation : 
me beet, Ruuce, enciil'e, and cauliflower, Ire much smaller and leu lender than 

Ihey 1ft in Europe. 1ne cabba~, which is among the most useful vegetable •• fTOIl
riahes here. The pimpernel, puul.in. and sage, incre<Ue here; but, above all, the 
clatttcian, which is a Iong_livtd plant_ 

A.span.guJ, carrou, parsnips, IUsaI'raU. radishes, and turnip radUhe.s, require cul
uv:uion: but I S attle arc .carce, manure is proportionably rare. There i. a kind 
of Chineae radilh, which is succeufuL The red beet flourishes, but ts very woody. 
The Ponnne de telT'e, Solam"" Amtrica"u",. is not larger than a. walnut, from bf:ing 
ill cuhn-.ted: those of the Iod.ics, called Canlbar, weigh often upward, of a pound: 
iUl lItin il blue, like It violet 1 but it u white within, Iud its taste very insipid; it 
aBOrd. It variety to the food of the: NegrOCJ. I It multipliea considernbly, as weUu 
the potatoe, some kinds of which an: preferable to the European chesnut. Saffron is 
uallO give II colour to culinary, or cari, prepuatiOJl't like the pistil in Europr. The 
p.,er is noIlO hot IS that of the Indies. The pistachio, whiclJ, is not the fruit of 

me pislatbio tree, is a small nut. th~t gro,... in the ground, in a rough shell: to be 
cuen. K mutt be rouaed; but it i . principall)' eullivllcd in order to extract a lawp
oil. "Aii p&aDt it It phenotnO)lM1n botany, .s it is very rare indeed that oily quali-

• ria tftI Ibaad ... thoc fruiu whid! grow bmeath the ,unace or the eanh. 
T'be ..... -.ae. ....... IUbcrOlC, Iarkapur, China-U.er, and ,mOlU pinks. all 

Roudlh • in ED,.. The large pinks and lilies PUI forth abut'KIance of kaves, 
bOllCldom blat Dowen. AoemoOCI, ranuncuia5, and th~ Indlan t'OIC, iiS well 1$ 

abe act ...... rotPt, Iouriah in dUt Uland. 
ADIDhI ....... En .. So.erin, pa... of Afiica there is but one, II hieh i. the 

file ewrIuting or_ 0Ipe. __ 1tcrrieI an: 11l'F and red, like KfIIwberr~ ~ 

<~«: .. ,,' 1., H • _ 




