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% The natives ofthucoumydomtnbethecmeﬂmmmahephm it

is a large berry which is not esteemed in Arabia. In. ion as the country

“recedes from the sea and rises into heights, the coffee ir sin value. Itisreally

. cold in the mountains, and there the best coffee is p'roduced. Gtelt heat, therefore,
is not the only cause of the superior quality of coffee. :

% It freczes even at Senan,* the capital of the states of the Iman, about fifieen
degrees of north latitude, where the pools are covered with ice. M. le Gentil cannot
ascertain whether there arc plantations of coffee in this country, though he has been
informed that the coffee tree is found in the gardens of that city, which is situated
ona i'ery high mountain, There is; however, a kind of coffee which bears the name
of Senan, that is in great estimation, and large quansities oF it were formerly pur-
chased by the East India Company.

“ Some of the inhabitants of the Isle of Bourbon, residing in the district of St.

« Paul, had carried their coffee plantations to the utmost possible height; in fact,
.. some of them were in 4n elevated situation four hundred fathom above the level of
the sea, - At this height there is neither snow or.ice; and the thermometer never
sinks lower than within six degrees of the freezing point: the soil, however, was
_good ; nevertheless the proprictors, in.the year 1766, destroyed all these planta-
~ tions, because the trees put forth but few branches, and the knots, which were at too
great a distance from each other, yielded but a small quantity of fruit, which was
!argc and spongy, and seldom came to maturity : for even in the lower parts, the
harvest, instead of being gathered in the months of July and August, was necessarily
deferred to February, so that the proprietors of land found the cultivation of corn
to be much more profitable. “This difference. may proceed from the nature of the
IQH! the winds, and particularly from exposition. It has been alrcady observed that
l]g Anba, in their mode of cultivating the coffee tree, let it attain its natural
; while in the Isles of France and Bourbon, they keep it down in a thicket of
mM cig it than seven or eight feet. This method is attributed to the cir-
': pm-nqn& ﬂof thc;lmne, and to preserve i treas: from hurricanes, which have
_\.' S& ( power over them in their mutilated state, It is also well known that
. this tree ex]

d in which it is planted, so that a coffee plantation

nary of M. de la Martiniere), or Sand, the capital of the Iman in
; 'Mlmluglnﬁmlbbsh&cmm Sccn]oum:y

f’i\
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scarcely lasts from fifteen to twenty years; and when the trees are become fruitless
and perish, it cannot be rencwed in the same spot, at least in this island, and fresh
ground is required : a circumstance which sufficiently proves, that this tree greatly
exhausts the ground in which it is planted. The inhabitants of the Isle of Bourbon,
therefore, resolved to plant cotion, whlch ngs in the old as well as in the new

plantations.

“ The nutmeg has been also bronght into thts istand; but whatever attention may
be paid o its cultivation, it will be very inferior in quality to that of the Molucea
Islinds. This nut requires an arid, spongy soil, composed of cinders, lavas, and
volcanoes, with a very hot atmosphere and frequent rains. The Molucca Islands
possess these qualities so necessary to the perfection of this tree, which, from a want
of them, will not succeed in the Isle of France.

“ Tt was brought there in the year 1770, in consequence of an expedition in which
M. Veron was engaged, who died at his return, The nuts, ho;%h were
then principally distributed among the inhabitants, were of the nd, large
and oblong, which are the groﬁth «of. Manilla and the Philippines; and hence it is
that the Spaniards boast of possessing the nutmeg in those islands: but this kind is
not to be compared with that of the Moluccas, which is small and round, very few
of which have been brought 1o the Isle of France.

“ M. le Gentil however mentions, that the inhabitants of the Isle of France
spared no labour or expence in the cultivation of this valuable spice, and that a
subsequent expedition took place to the Moluccas, for the purpose of procuring
more of the best kind. He also adds, that the nutmeg which was shewn at the
Academy in the year 1773, as the produce of the Isle of France, was Judaed by the
persons employed to examine it, to be the true commeércial nutmeg.

“ The cloves which were produced at the Academy, ﬁom the Isle of anoc, .
were smaller than those of the Moluecas.

“ The Mangoustan (Garcinia, Linn, gen. No. 594] the ﬁm of fruits, in lb:oph
nion of all those who have tasted it, is a native bf the eastern coast of India, ﬁ'q!n :

whence young plants were brought o the Isle of France in the years 1754 and

1770, but in so bad a state, that it is not plobnbh this tree will auecend in tb!l_
. h

mtmpy,dunng 1hmepmmhhe year, It isalso veryhot qm, :
of rain; so that the mangoustan grows very quick, and in a ; !
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the contrary, the soil of the Isle of France is light and sandy; nor is it so hot or so
much watcrqél_ as the peninsula of Malacca, This great difference therefore in the
soil and climate, sufficiently explains the cause why this trée, notwithstanding the
great attention paid to it, has not succecded in this island,

M: le Gentil appears not to entertain any very confident hopea that the cocoa
tree will flourish in the Isle of France. He speaks of it in the following manner.

“ When I quitted the Isle of France in 1766, the cocoa tree of Madame Le
Juge was already of a promisimg appearance: on my return in 1770, after an
absence of four years, and having seen the cocon trees at the Philippines, I was not
satisfied with that of the Isle of France, nor of the progress it had made during my
absence. It was very short, when compared with the trees 1 had seen at Manilla :
it seemed also to have the symptoms of old age, and of a premature decay. It
had indeed yielded cones of a fine appearance, but they never became perfectly
ripe: it is natural therefore o suppose, that the cocoa tree will not flourish in the
Isle of France.” Such is the nature of this tree, and that of the Jaca (the Tijaca
marum of the Hort, Malab.), that they both bear fruit along their thickest branches,
and not at the end of them, and sometimes on their trunks, and in their roots, This
latter operation of nature is a symptom of their approaching decay. They begin
by bearing fruit on the thick:branches, then on the trunks; and lastly on the roots,
As they advance in age the fructification approaches to the roots, and when the latter
become the seat of i, the trec is verging on a state of decay. This circumstance
induced M. le Gentil to determine, that the cocoa tree which he saw in the Isle,
was advancing to a state of premature old-age.

-y
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An Account of the Island qf Rodr:gaez, or Diego Ruys.—Its S:lmmon, accl'rdmg_
to the Admirals Cornisb and Kenmt —Eziract from the Voyage of M. le
Guat, relative to this Island. —Cwuwfanas of bis Arrival therec—Tbe Mode
of Life adopted by bim and bis Companions.—Natural History, Animal, Vege-
table, and Marine Productions.—Tbe interesting Departure of M. le Guat, &c.
Jrom thence Jor the Island of Mauritius ; their Arrival there; with their Recep-
tion, and subsequent Treatment, &c. :

Tz Island Rodriguez being particularly connected with the Isle of France, the
following account, containing a relation of the first remarkable events'which hap-
pened there, naturally prems itself, as an appropriate link in thc chain of our
narration.* A P

"This island, according to Admiral Kempenfelt, is ma.l.ed 1g deg. 13 min. lati-
tade, and the variation of the needle is 10 deg. 13 min, W. It is about twenty-six
miles long and twelve broad, possessing a mild climate. The country is moun-
tainous, and in many places full of rocks and large stones, which cover the surface;
though there are others in which the soil is excellent, and calculated to produce fruit
trees and vegetables of everykind: the garden of the French Governor is full of
them: he has also plantations of rice, peas, and tobacco ; but the best Won
of the island is the land turtle, which is in great abundance, 'mm:& con-
tinually employed in transporting them by thousands to the Isle of Mauritius, for
the service of the hospital. Seca turtlesare also yer) 'pkpnful mmm\r is o&:&
taken, and there is an abundance of fish of variou: : kuhowmer necessary
to observe, that such as are caught beyond dq'weﬁ_hw;m are poison

while t.hose which are teken in the mbmd:ﬂim pammexccliem, particularly

whchthc!‘mnchnlll&onaudmn.

-mu-unmmumﬂuuhhm&'
from the equator, ndﬁd:g long. east from Ferro; nor
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Vessels may enter the port with safety, from the end of May to the beginning of
December ; the other months are subject to very dangerous hurricanes.*

On the northern side of this island there is a bay that aﬂ'@exocllent anchorage,
and a secure shelter for ships of all dimensions. There are also ample supplies of
wood, and excellent water may be obtained with the greatest facility. +

Tt is high wateg at the new and full moon, at three quarters past twelve at noon;
N. by E. and*S. by W, The spring tide rises from four to five feet perpendicular
height, and the common tides seldom more than a foot. There are different
points of land which direct a safe steerage into the north-west channel, but that of
the north-east has not the same advantages. The principal point of view for the
former is, first, the French Governor's house, or rather that of the superinten-
dant, appointed by the Governor of the Isle of France, to direct the cultivation
of the gardens there, and to overlook the park of land turiles. Secondly, the

park of land turtes, which is on the sea-shore facing the house. And, thiydl_%:}
this |
4

the mountain called the Sugar Loaf, which rises above the Oven valley. Tn this
_ road there is excellent anchoragé in sixteen fathom water ; there is also abundance
- of fish, turtles, and sea cows, with cabbage trees, lemon trees, &c. ;
The bottom of the road, as well as that of the sides of the vallies, is sand, the
same as that which covers the shore. The whole mland is'covered with mountains,
woods, and rocks. ; ™
“There are two entrances into this bay that of the north-west is the best, the
channel being the largest and deepest. That of the porth-cast is sufficiently deep,
since there is, in every Barl'ofit, from five to ten fathom water; but there is not
suﬁaeul breadth between the reefs of rocks, which lie from one to four fathom

N:nwh’ the water. This bay presents to the view one spacious opening; but the

f it is occupied by a large ohlongﬁp!k of sand and rocks, of about eighteen - ta

Mm in length, and eight hundred broad, which stretches across the open-
1. This baak, However, is covered with a shallow sea, f'rom one and an half 1o

;hc_emning near :huu.hnd by the lueMmlul Kanpenﬁit. which
of the Admiralty, with the gracious per-

gtion of this work. 1 am under similar obligation to one of the -

Al pba
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ten fathom water, but it would not be safe to pass aver it. The north-cait passage
is between the end of this bank and the Bay Aux Requins ; it is about nine hundred
fathom wide; but there are ten or twelve shelves of rocks in varibus directions,
from one and an half to four fathom beneath the water, which, in fact, narraws the
channel on this side to a breadth of an hundred fathom, and cannot be dislinﬁuish&d
on the surface of the water, as there are o buoys, nor any guiding points of view
on this side of the island. The north-west entrance, which is about a thousand
fathom broad, affords a channel, whose breadth is about four hundred and fifty
fathom, with from ten to sixteen fathom water; but there being also four shelves
of rocks on one side, and three on the other, dispersed through the whole space,
from twp to four fathom beneath the surface, the superior advantage of this entrance
arises from commanding certain points of view, which serve as beacons, and ascer-
tain a secure and certain track for vessels to enter into the bay.

This bay, which is upwards of four thousand fathom in length, and three thonsand
broad, affords an excellent anchorage, as has been already observed, in from,
to cighteen fathom water. 'Hm bottom of the bay consists of a large sandy fla
intermixed with rocks, which is dry at low water ; and to the left of it isthe sma]l
island called the Diamond, which is opposite 10 a creck of the same name; and
another islet, called by the English, Booby island. This flat is surrounded by

rocks, which rise from banks of sand. By the side of Diamond island is another

bay called Oyster bay, which is the most considerable outlet of this road. To this
succeeds the bay of the Oven valley, where the guard-house of the French superin-
tendant is placed. It was entrusted in the year 1740, to a Negro family. The Oven
valley, which contains the house and gardens of the French Resi is a peninsula :

to the north of itis the Great bay, on whose shore is the park of turtles : to the west >
and south-west is the Oven bay ; and it is bounded on the east by ariver, into which

ships enter 1o take in fresh water; they also take in water from the brooks that
cross the neighbouring valley, called Norfolk valley. Siill thhc leftis anoﬂnr
fine valley, called Watson's valley, which is the most convenient place for procur-

ing wood. There is nothing between this valley and the Bay des qurrfuk‘%

completes the enclosure of the Great ibay, bnt two :mnllvalhcs, calletl :he ﬁ&ﬁ

valley, and the Little valley, et {1 e

WhenM.du Qnesnc,mtheym:ﬁgo,

e ]
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of the refugee protestants of France, some of them gave the following account of
that island, where however they did not land, as they unexpectadly found that the
French were in possession of it.*

“ We very clearly discerned a pleasing variety of woods;nvn]ets and plains,
covered with the. most charming verdure ; and if our eyes were delighted with the
pleasing prospect, our scnse of smelling was not less gratified, as a most grateful
odour from the orange and lemon trees, with which the island abounds, was wafted
to us, though we were at some distance from the shore; and some of us were as
much refreshed by it, as if we had actually landed there.”

The account which has been published of this island by M. du Quesne, does not
indeed mention this circumstance ; while M. Delon has not only confirmed it, but
attributes the peculiar priviledge of this island, in not being infested with serpents or
venomous animals, to the'powerful effects of the numerous odoriferous flowers with
which it is covered, whose fragrance operates as a poison to them. He even declares
that he has himself verified this opinion by actual experiment,

The adventurers from Holland were so much delighted with the first view of the
Island of Bourbon, that they were affected with a proportionate disappointment
when circumstances compelled them to procecd, without landing there, to the Isle
of Rodriguez, where they found indeed more resources than' they had any reason

© 1o supposc, but which were not unaccompanied with sufferings and misfortunes.
One of these advtnmtera, M. le Guar, has left a relation respecting this island, of
which we proceed to give l.he general circumstances. AR

chﬁu!mn qf their Arrival gt Rodriguez.

“Ona Saturday morning, being the agzh of April, 1691, we perceived Innd, _

 which was the litle Island of Diego Ruys, or Rodriguez: we approached very near ”?’

it, by the. east polm, bearing away to the south. It scemed to be difficult of access,
on aﬂﬁgﬂ! the breakers, that stretch far out into the sea, and with which it is
i mrrauhjlq'l.-i At first we perceived neither port or bay, nor any spot which promised
' . . Towards cvening we threw out the lead, and found a bottom
ofrnnen mnk.‘u@h linguct{rom the land: here we cast anchor, and remained
ﬂll Mnndby tﬁbﬂ?ﬂ:.’f /e employed thltand the fo]lowmg day in examining the
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“ On the 28th, about four o'clock P. M. we observed an opening, which had the
appearance of answering to our wishes, but night coming on, we stood a little out
to sea, and lay to till break of day : about eleven o'clock in the morning, on the
2gth, we were becalmed, a circumstance which threatened considerable danger, as

" arapid current was evidently carrying us among the rocks, which stretched out

more than a league into the sea. In short, we approached so near them as to cause
the most scrious alarm, when a favourable wind fortunately sprung up, and saved
us from approaching shipwreck. We doubled the cape towards the north point,
and at noon the boat was hoisted out to go in search of some inlet. In the evening
we sailed towards the north-east point, and the long-boat made a signal to inform
us that they had found an anchorage. As we were upon rock, in no more than
cight fathom water, we were continually obliged o take soundings. At length,
however, we anchored in nine fathom, in a sandy bottom, havmg been towed thither
by the long-boat. The following day, being the goth of April; at an early hour
in the morning, we a?n anchor in nine fathom, with a ‘similar ba tom, and were
sheltered from the east and south-east winds, which predominateijfithis country.

“ The island had a very inviting appearance, both at a distance, and on our near
approach to it.  This Jitle new world seemed to us a seat of delight; tlmgl;_yc
did not see so many birds as appeared on the shore of the Island Tristans nor ‘
was the air so perfumed with flowers as when we passed the Isle of Bourbon, about -
a month before. But the aspect of this island was so delightful, that we could
scarce satisfy ourselves with gazing at the litle mountains of which it is comﬁsed,
covered as they were with large and beautiful trees, The rivulets, whose course we
could discern as they sunk into the vallies, after- ezpundmﬂnvmm branches over

"'-r “a considerable space of country, which I shall not call either a plain or forest, though

- % é,uthcr «denomination might be apphed 1o lt, ﬁowed ‘immediately bll'ure nhimo

“the sca, N AUTER e b

“ These scenes brought to our rhcallecuon the famous Lignon, and the various
enchanting spots which are so agrecably dﬂcnﬁﬂ*m the Romance of M. d'.Ulﬁ.
But other, and more important considerations. mm in our mind. ' We mﬂ
the secret and extraordinary operations of Prc vide mmhld:,gﬁahwg#mﬂ' :
us to be ruined in oureountry;mdmbe’ y : :
us uﬂiryup our tears in dueanhly parad
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Meloh, “ This ewwdmymmm
‘miah, in his Lamentations, ch. iv, 'Emdié‘ﬂl






