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gmw in bundlel at Ihe lOp of a stem, whose Ielve. re.embJe piecel 01 pay dotb. 
Ttiere is anothcr everlasting, with purple flowrs. which IfOWI every w~: I reed 
~I does not ex«ed Ihe size of a large hair, and beau a bondt or whi~ and blue 

flowers, which, It some dillan«, appear 10 be floating itllhe air; ~t come. from the 
c..pcj ",·i1h a k ind o f tulip mal has but two lencs. which stick 10 the anh 8S If they 
&rasped il : ,hcre is a plant also from Chinl, thlt SOWI itsclr: it has smaU f10wtr1 

like a Tose, each Item producing l ilt" or IC.ven of them at thc "me timc, al l of which 

:are varieg.ued. from thc deep lUI of bull's blood 10 the colour of brick. 

The aloe flourishes here; from whose leaves may be drawn a medicinal gam. 
while thrir fibre. are capable of being manufactured into linen : it grows on the 
JOck.s, Ind in pt~cel storched by the 51111. Some are covered wim a strong and tbick 

leaf of Ihc size of :a min', hand, and armed ..,ith a long spike : the Rem ri_ (rom 

the centre to the height of a tree, that is col'eftd wim flowers which drop down aloes 

in lheir perfect Mne. There lire otben wt;ich are IIRight like large torches. wilb 
levelll sides, and covered with very Iharp thorns ; these are streaked, Ind hive me 
apptarance of scrpcnu. 

The rose rree is so ealil)' pfopa~ted, that hedges are formed of it; but it. Oower 

is not dose and fragrant as moJC or Europe: Olere arc many varictit. of them, and 

among othen, a ,~n kind from China, which ,,"N Dowers Olroughout the year. 
Tbr:jeS5ami n~ of Spain and france are naturalized hert'. There arc pomegranate. 

with a double nOWtr. but they are not very fr uitful. The mynlt ~. n01 flourUb 

heft I S in Pro\'cnce. 

The Asiatic, African"and AtlJertcan shrubs are, the Cassis, 'MOOse lear is iQdaual; 
bljt it doc:. ~OI resemble: that of Europe. It is a large shrub. wbich i. covered 
with yellow odoriferous flowers, in Anlll tufll: Oley yield. bean which aKorda a 

black dye. AI it is thorny, il is uJCful in fanning hedge&. 

The f'oulJ:1p:l.Ue, an Indian ""ord, which lisni6el t1K ~kcr'. (Jo",·cr, &olD 
it, depositing It black dyo.,when ruhbed on lsdJer. Thb tbrub bal a fin e green. 
Jilge, larget' man that of Inc horn_beam. in the m .... al wbicb ~f flowcn, • 

\ho5c of the pink, and or a deep red: (hey arc well -in forming dose h~ .... 
lhere are many variet.ie. of tbcm. 

The PoinciJIade, ... ·bicb is·a native o f Ammc., i •• kinct of bnmble ... .... 
c1ullftS of yellow and red flowers; it il very beautifUl. but fade. in .... .a.c. 
It ~clds . bean, and iu leaf u divided like lhc: acuienl vcsetabla. 
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The Jalap bean (Jowert if) the Ih..pe or a funnel, and of a deep crimson, which 

only open at night: they smell like turpentlne, and then: arc t\\·o kinds ofthcm. 

The vine or Madagascar is a crttpcr, or which bowen .tc rortnCd, and bean a 

ycllow now~r j itl leaves are do ... ·n}\ and aprc-r to be covered with nour. Tht:rc 

arc $Cveral other kind. or (lowering crec:pcn in the gardens. 

T he Mongri., is a je$lamine, whose, lear reJemblel,hat or the orange tree: there 

are both double and 'inglc onc:J, and they dispcauc an agreeable rragrance. 

The Franchipanier, il a jessamine or another kind. This Ihrub grows in tbe slUlpe 

or. stag's horn. r,om Ih~ extremities or the Jmaller hoffili there ihool out bunches of 

Joog leaves, in the eentre or which are large white (Jowers, in the shape of a funnel, 
and have a pleasant odour, 

The lilac of the Indies come. to perfection in a short tiene, and as quickly die., 

tt h~. an indented lear of a very beautiful green; it bean sweet..,melling nowers, 

which change into berrie. :-,th is shrub attain. the height of a tree, and il of an agree. 
ableappcarance; bm, though ita foliage is ora brighter green, its nower i~ leu beau· 

lirul, than the liiaci of Europe, which do not grow here. Tbat of Pen;a doe. not 

lucceed here. There is also the laurel, Ihe rose laurel, tbe Galet lemon tree, 

which is fonned into hedges : it$ fwit is round, . mall, and very acid. The Palma 

Chrilli grows every where, and iu oil il a known vermifuge. 

The pepper plant is a creeper, which Iwines like ivy: it flourishes, but bears 
DO fruit. 11 i. not knowlI whC!her the tea tree, wbich has been brought from China, 

,.,iII naluraliu itselr in this i.land, aJ tile 1 ndian reed hilS dOlle, which is of equal we 
i.n the Jodie, as the willow is in Europe. ' 

The cotton tree grow., in the rorm of a Ihrub, ill the drie.t .ituations: it bean 

• prcuy ytl10w flower, 10 which a pod .uctttds that cont~ns the c(.ltton. I" IOed 
u gi,'en to promOte milk io the breaat. 

The eaKce tree is the mOil utd'ul tree or shrub in the island. It i. a kind or 

jelaamine. 'WidLwbite Dowers: its leavu are a fine gretfl, pl~ced in regular opposi_ 
, boa 10 each OIbtr, and are like those of the laurel j iLS fruit is of a deep red. and 
~. inIo two beans. The treel are plantrd at the distance of sevCSl fcct from 

each ocbcr. and they are,loppcd at the height of ,Lx feet: they last onl)' leven year.: 

at .. ,....,. thq boar fruit, and the arvwal produce of each tree i. C5limated at 

• pouad of ....... lip UD lllQually cuhivate ill tbouaand pounds \\'cighl of 
• 
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iI, imkpe:ndcnt of the berrieJ neceJury 10 hi. own .ub.i"c:ncc. The inhabitlnu 
pretend that !.he coffee of thiJ i.land i. inferior only 10 Ihat of Moh. 

Among the .European tree., Ihe pine. the nr, and the Oik. grow to II moderate 
height, when they decline. There: are abo cherry, apricol. apple, and mulberry rt'O J 

with the pear, the medlar, ilnd the olive. The £1& tree cannot boast. of its fruit . nor 
doc. the "int ~ucceed in this dimalc: it produce. grapea. but they do not ri~n at 
the SOIme time, and yield nolhing for the vinl4lge. In EUfOpe, the fruit of me u me 

ucc ILtain !heir riptncu. in II great degret, at the: .ame time; hen: they ripen suca:s.. 
si"dy; which occasion. an uncommon nriclY in the taste of the fruil, gathered l'It lbc 
.same moment (rom the same tree : it would probably be otherwise if it were left to 

ill natural gro"lIh. The vine grows, in hot countria, in the midst of ~ where 
it twinu iuclf round the treel which sef'\-e to shade II: this circumHancc proves, that 
if it . 'ere inlTOduced into more shady places, it might .uccecd in this isl.nd. The 
peach tree produces fruit, in a moderate abundance, and of an agreeable u.ne; but 
tlx: $lone dou not separate. 

The trees in thi, uland are in , perpetual 'late of vegetation ; and it might be a 
beneficial practice if they were "planted dttper in the eanh, in order to check their 

growth: they Ihould be prettrVc:U from lbe beat here, as tbey are protected from 
the cold in the: nonhem jnru of Germany. The f.uropean trees shed theidleYu 

in the told Iea.:!n, which possesa here the warmth, and is accompanied whll at 

much humidity IS rbe .pring in the moderate paru of Europe. 

'I1le foreign ornamental tl'CCl are, the Laurel. which flourishe. here, II well .. 
the Agathis, of which there are levenl kinds. JI$ leif is indented, and imcmllxed 
with bunchea of white aiT)' Aowm, which arc .uccC<!ded by long, leguminow pocb. 
The Chinese frr:quently rcp~nt lhem in lhc:i r landscapes. 

The PolchE: is a nat;\-e of India; it has a tufled foliage, whole Ita( i. in the G Jlf' 
of .n heart: it is useful only for the dlade it afford.. II proddces an onprofillble 

fruit of a ligneous Illbltance, and in the form or a medlar. 

The Bambou, appean at a dillance like our .illow.. It ;' a reed thld Ihocb 
up 10 the height of the loftiea (RUt and PU" fonb branc.hN CGvered • ith lea ... 
hke tho$(.; of Ihe olive 11'C't: they are formed ifIID aftnUeI; and as the wind ,... 
L'mlalh Ibtm il productJ a ceuele" murmur. n.ir UICl an: .arious a~ .. -
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.. TIlt .\tlier, "ho~ .riangular nUII'c:r is of a JOlitilUb,!laJJCe, has .he l:u'e of Ihe 
piAachio. 1" fruit ~scmb/es 1M. of Ihe pine .ree; when ripe, it is filled with a 

white, .weet cream, h .. the fragrance of the onmge.(JoweT, and is full of black 

kernt:ls. It is a gnteful fruh, but very beating. 
The Manguk:t- is. very fi ne lJft', which the inhabitanu of lntiill repre~t on their 

painted silks; it is covered with Dowery branches, like the Indiun chesnut 11ft1 10 

them succeed • • quantity of fruit, in the shape of. very large nat plumb. ccwemt 
wh • rind that smell. like turpentine. 'fllr: fruil has an agrttable and vinous taSte, 

and if it Wn'C not for iu lmell, might be said to equal the finest fruiu of Europe: 

it u probable that a very pleasant drink might be extracted from il. It il ~ncrally 
loaded with fru it in the hurricane $COHan, which occasiOlls the laM of the greater 

part of il. It growl on the "neU, and even in the sea, 
The BilOanier grows C".'ery where, but has no wood: it i. nothing but a tuft of 

leaves, which rise in columns; and. e.'fPand, at the lop, in broad h.lnw of green, which 
bave the appearance of .. tin. At the end of a year, there sprouu fanh from tile 
lop . long dusler bristled over wilh fruit, in the Ihape of a cucumber. The fruit, 
which i, mucilaginous, h .. an agreeable tasle, and the Negroes are very fond of it: 

it i. giYcn them on Festivals, and they reckon their time by the coune and number 

ofBanml fealli. IlI leavc:s fCsemble silk girdles; its cluster fall, down for leVeral 
feet, ... its violet. coloured bead resembles that of a serpent: this circumstance 
may haft: been the aUK: of iu heinz called the fig ~ of Adam. TIlit fruit lasts 
alilhe year, and there are many Itinda of it, some of the si2.C of a plumb. and others 
as long as a man'. arm. Linen may abo be made of tnc: fibres of this plant. 

The Gouyanier bean a llrong f'ClC'ffiblance to the medlar tree; its flower is white, 
and ill &un smells like bugs. Il pouesses an amingent quality; and is lb~ only 
_wbKbb=do _ 

Tbe JIIIW'Oee, i, .. tm: which ,fiOrds a fine shade, though nOt of, lofty growth; 

~ ~ fruit emiII die fragrance of a rOle bud, and il of a sw~ lute, 
Tbe hpIyer ill a kind of £is ute, witbout branchet; it grows f;ut. and. shoots up 

lile a coa-, with a Clpital of large leaves: it. fruit, whicb is like a lUlail melon, 

pws .. ofib 1I'tIrIk, which g oftbe tubacance or a turnip, lIS seed has the tlSle 

d ere-.. n. ... .-.,u only bean Oowen l they are of a form and smell 
u~ .. _., ... bcpudIe • 

..... :a.IacDier __ ., ....... bme4 J:w the purpose of giving &hade. h 
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smn io the form of a pyl"lmid ranged in scvttal separlU: stories: iu foliage is 60e, • 
aDd it yields a few almon<b, that have an agre«ble .. lte. 

The Avocat is a handwme tree, and yields a pear which incloses a large kernel: 
the lub&lance of this fruit i.like buuer, which Yihen &elloned with luga~ and lemon
juice. it i. a pleasant eatable, though of an healiDg quality. 

The Jacq i. a tree of a beautiful foliage, and beal'l a monltrous fruit, which is 
the Uze. of a large pumpkin, whose: rind is of a fine verdant colour, and entirely 
shagrttnCd. It. is full of grains, whose coats., consining of a while, glutinous, 
and _weet skin, are alone eaten. It smells like rOllen cheese, and is a powerful 
Itimulant. 

The Tamarind has a very fine tOp: iu leaveJ arc placed in regul;!'f opposition to 

each other, and close in the night. l u pod afford. a mucilage, ... Ihich makes a 

pleuant and cooling beverage. It ha$ perpetuated iIXlf in the wooell. 
Tberc are levera! kinds of orange trees. one Qf .... ·hich beau an o range called by 

distinction the Mandarinc:. A large kind of Pamplemou5C., an orange Qf a rad 
colour and an indilR:knt ta$lC : and a lemon tree thal bean a large fruit, wbic1a 
yield. but .littIe juice. 

The Cocoa tree hu been transplanted hither. II is a kind of palm lrC:e that flnu
rithes in the und, and one of the most useful trec.t in the comtnen:e of India: il 
serves 10 give oil. and fibrc.t for cables. It i. said that at Pondlcherry each cocoa 
tree anouaUy produces a piltOJe. Il deligbts 10 much in the vicinity of sal t water, 

1m.. All i. thrown into the hole in which the fruit is plilnted, 10 f;tdlitilte the 0pen

ing of the bud. The COCCil ap~an to be designed 10 nOal in the sea, from in 

hairy ~t, which keep. it above the water, and the hardncSi of Ihe shd!, which i. 
impenetrable to it. Thi. palm i. the inhabitant of the southern shores. at the fi r i. 
the prevailing tree of the north, and as the dau: is the: pride Qr the arid mountain. Qf 

,. Palestine. No"long ,im it was discovaed that a crab took up its abode at the fOOl 

of the cocoa tree \ nature has provided it 'With" long-daw, terminated by a nail" 
with which it dlaws out tIle 5Ubstlnce of the rruit, throup the hole. at iu,exuemiIY . .. 
Thi\ animal is found 011 the I5I'lId of Palms. 10 lhe north of Madagascar, wbicb 
was di5CO"ercd in 1769. by the lhipwrcck of" '1a..e1 rwncd L'Heureux, that RCJiald 
iR iu "oyage 10 Bengal. Thl$ crab llervcd the crew fllf food. 

Therc hal lately been disco"cred, ill tbe iuand of ~cbelle, a palm tree &bat beap 
6!~ublc .(:OCOOll nut$, ~ome of \I'hieh weigh m~ ~ fony poundL .,lndiu_ 

. 



• 

HfSTORY OF MAURITIUS. .1 

.ttn"bute ta it very eXb'aordinary "irtues: they .uppa-= these tree. la be a pro(htc. 

lion of the 1t.OI, becawe the current. wmelimes throw them on the coast of Malabar. 

They call them marine cocoa nutS. This fruit when stripped of ilS hair, mu/u,i. 
UJrfKJriJ hifurcalitmlf//, cum-nolllfO II pil" reprueutot. Iu leaf. whieb is in the m;rpe 
of a fan, is large enough la cover the half of a hut. Hut. in the ulUal proponiooale 

di'fJensau()t1l of nature, this nee ~ not bear morc than three orfour of tbeJe enor· 
mou, nut/i 1 while lhe ordinary cocoa tree ~ear. thiny or forty: their WIe if mild.· 
lhe ume. Marine CQCOU have hem plamed iu the hie of France, and begin to 

.boot. • 
There are also some curious tTCCI, a, the dale, which seldo:n bears fruit: the 

palm whicb i . caUed the Araque. as well as that which produce. the aago; the Ca· 
niflc~r and the Acajou, both of which yield flowers, but without fruit 1 the cinna.· 

mon tree, of which a\'t!nueJ have been made, raemble. ; "Iarge pear ute, bOlh in 

,ize and fol iage 1 iLl small du.~teu of Oowers and its cinnamon ha\'e an al'OftYdc 

odour. There was but one cocoa tree in thl:: island in the year 1169' 
It. b long . il\C:e the. Ravinerara, a kind of nutmeg from Madagascar, has been 

planted here; a, well as the Mangoustam and the Litchis. which produce the flDesI. 

fruilS in tbe world; the vamiab tree, that yields an oil capable of preserving cabinet 

treftJ. tallow IIW. whose ICed is covered with a kind of wax. a IIU from China, 

whklb ,ieIds U'DIJd'~ in dl.llCt:TS like grapes; the lilver tree oftbc Cape; and, 

liUdy, Ihe Teak, oM) well k ....... ·o tOr j&l lCtVic.e in the connruClion of venels. 

Nor;," Pf'Oduc#mu. 

ThM: if a great varicty of'da in the seal thit .urround the hie of Fnnce. 
~ a(e often Ken to windwud. of tbe uland, partiCl.llarly in tbe month (.If 

Sepeember. which is the lCaJOn of their copulation: they are then freq~y ob_ 
lbemtelve. perpeDdiculuty-in tlle I/o'ater. and approach the. thore: 

iaierior la lize to lbott ohbe.Nonh. Tbey are ncver caugh~tbough 

pcquaimed$ilh die an of t.rpooniDg them, beeawe those 
in IDOR: udul aftCilQt perilous oc~ Tbe-Oem of tbesc: 

cod, both in shape and taste. It is IOmeumcs 
lLiDdI.. whicb, however, an: euily known: TbtMc. 

I 

> 
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who Icddenrally cat of them are seized with COhvubiona. which ~intel C!IId in 
cklth. In .ueb drcummnct'S their skin falls off in ,cak,. In the i.land of Rodriguez. 
which is 00( more than an hundred leagues distant from hence. the Deet under Admil'll 
J3rucaweo ipst, by the e.ting Ihi. fish, upwards of firl~n hundred men, which O<:CI

UolJed the expedition to rail against the hIe of France. It is lupposed thaI these filh 
lequire their pOUonoUi quality by ~ting the brancbe! of the mad~pOre, The poison
OUI fish, bowc\'cr. may be kno~'n by the blackness of their teeth, or by throwing I 

piece of ailvt'l' in the kCl1k in which IDeY are boiling, which becomes black. if they arc 
impregnated wim deleterious juices. It"is, however. a vcry lingular cirrumstance. 
that Ihil fish i5 never unwholeilOmc 10 the windward or lhe i5land. I I is therefore 
an iII.fOunded opinioo that the madrepores communkate Ihis poilOn; because the 

island il wrrol.looed with bank. of coral. Others auribuu:: it wlhe frui l o f some 

poilOllOus Ircc which falls imo Ihe sca. but this opinion is no beller founded thin 
the founer; .sin~, among""Olher reasons, the island docs not produce any fruit that 

couk! produce luch a ~rniciou. elfect. There is iil§O one kind o f wood. pigeon. 
wbose flesh taken as Ii !ltd occasions convulsions: but, as it js a bird of paSSlIge, and 

u this fish i. found in every part of these cas, tbis Fatal qualily may be acquirm. 
on the neighbouring coaM' o f Madagascar o r Africa . 

In the number of these SUSpecl~ fun are several of a" whitish appearance, with. 
wide momh. and II large head; $uch IS the Cllptain, and tbe Carranque. The Oem 
of U\e1C fish is not mnarltably good; and !hOle which have a rough bone o n the 
~Ia\l:. are IUpposcd not to be dangerous. 

There are sharks, but they arc never eattn. 

]n general, the ImaUer the filh are, the lesS danger there is in eI1ina them. The 

mach is much larger than, but very inft'rior to thil of Europe: it is con.idertd IS 

wholesome, u well as the mllUel, which I. very common. 

1 hcn: are pil<ttards and mack~I, which ciIfer liH\e in appearance from *
known 10 Europeans. 

The Poule d'~au, a kind o f tu,boc, ~ iI lht .... ,. of ~ teal: Ita lit it 
gRCIi. 

There are white ray .. whqse kl'l\g lait. .. ~ wilb sharp.pointed ~ I 

and otten, wbo!l;: ,kill and fieah are black; the aabre filb, 10 called rrom lbelt ~J 
1hc tMIOn lith, speckled wilh diffcr~lIt co&Qu~J -' lhe purle fish, wldle" fa 
marked whit the: meshes 0( a ntI. There ..... ae.: !ish Iik.c our ~~ 



HISTORY OF MAURITIUS. 5. 
ycnoW'. and violet colourJ. There are also the pcrroquet fiih, which is green. with a 
yellow hcad, and white hooked beak; they swim in shoals, as the bird., from whom 
Weir name is derived, fly in Ilock.. • 

The armed fi ,h is small and of a very whimsical shape: its head i. like that of 
the pike, whicb bears on its back seven bony bristles as long a. its body, the prick 
of which ii poisonou.: thq> are uni\Cd by a pellicle Utat resembles the wing of. 
bat. It i5 marked from its mouth w iu liIil wilh brown 'and white "ripca, Hlte • 
zebr., Therc i. a fish which is sq,uare, like a trunk, whost: name has been given to 

it, and i. armed with two lK>l"N like II bull: there .re .eve!":ll kind. which never 

attal" to any COfuiderable size ; II the porcupine fish, bristled o\"er with long prick\eJ. 
and 11-= polypus, which crawb in the "",amps, Wilh ill Jevcn claws armed witb air_ 
hole.: il changes iu colour, spouts fonh waler, and endeavour. to defend itself against 

anyone who auempu to take it. These &lrange fi sh are found in the IcdFI ' and 
reef: of rock., and are seldom if ever a~plied as food, 

The frcsh~watCT 6th are bellcr than ours; and appear to be of the 5aUle kind u 
thole which are taken in the sea. Among the5e the best are the lubin, the mullet, 
and the carp; the cabot, that lives in the torrents formed by rocks, to which it ad~ 

bert:s by Rleans of a concave mnnbrane, and v~ large and delieate Ihrimp'- The 
eel i, a kind of conger I there are lOme fiom seven to eight feet in lenglb, and of 
the thickness of a man', leg; they retire into the holel of the rivers, and lome time .. 
devour IhoIf: who are to i,nprudent allO bathe Ihere. 

There are lob5lenl, or Langoa.le., 0(. prodigiou. siu, though their claw. are 
comparatively unall; tlw:y are of a blue colour marbled ..... itb white. "rllere is ... 

1n.1I kind of them, of a moll. beoiutiful form I they are of it Iky~blue colour, wilb 
tWO small claw ... dividedjnLO twO joints, ",-hieh are like a knife whol(; Made tum. 
_It into the handle. It .ei~s ill prey a\.if it were maimed, 

Thae ia a gR.'at variety of crabs i the foUowing aTe the most remarkable: a kind. 
rollgh >lrilh tubercle. and prickle., like ... madrepore; one which halon its back the 
impreaion qi five red r,,1s I another, whose ciaws tcmlinate in.thc fonn of an hone

alJoc. Tbrte Is. kind abo which is covered with hair, i5 enti(ely unprovided .... i,h 

.. cia ... '" w _itlu 10 the ,ide. of .hip-: r.hc:re i, aho a gray crab. with a amooth in
cto.dUaell. on .. cit appear several whimslcal and irregular 68Orel, thaL are exactly 
utnilar on each crab. Tbt:re is aoother, who.sc l1'yeJ arc placed at the termination of 

'&YO lon, mba. lib kIutop Wkn it doet not auploy them, it lay. them in 
I , 
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groovc. along the side of ill ,heU The sea lpidcr is • cuh with red claw .. of UDo 

ar'al length. There is 1150 a crab ... wbote ,hell is three times larger than iUdf; lhu. 
it appears 10 be colleted as with a I3rge shield, and wbeb in JnUlwn iu feet m not 

visible. 
I n many places along r.he st;a..shorc, at a few feet beneath the water, art foun d 

great nunlbds of Boudins, red and black. When they are dragged on shore, LIley 
emit. thick, white, and flimsy matter, which is transformed in a moment into a 
parcel of loose glutinoUi threads. This animal is supposed to 'be the cO(:my of the 
crabs, among which it is Courd. Its ,liDle: is calculated to embarrus their claws. 
which are not ~ble to lay bold of ill elastic Coal, or cylindrical ,hape. The 
.sailors give il a ,-cry grolS name, which may be relldered in Latin by m(nll/ta 

mqnocbi. The Chinese esteem it "cry much, and consider it '1 a very powerful 
. I ' , strmu ant. 

There may bennked also among the Ihell.lim, a shapeless, soft, and membrane.. 

OUI mus, in the centre of wN~h is a .ingle nat bone; somewhat bent. In Ihis 'pecies 

the common order or thing. 5eems rever5ed, U Lhc animal is without, and I.hc shell 
within_ 

Then: are several kinds of'Our.in (Ecbjnul mannus): the blue Ounio, with long 
prickles; in the water in lWO eye. shirie like grain. of lapis la:wli; and, amoog; 

many Olhen, there is one. which resembles the bollom of an anichoke. 
Of the variow lfiaib some remain fixed to the rocks, with an incrUIted shell; and 

othen wander about wbose shell is smooth and shining. Among the rormer is the 

Bouche d' Argent simp/" which, when cleared of ill incrustation, exceeds burnished 

silver in beautr: the Boucbt d',ArgmJ epilUuse; the Boucw d'Or, w~ shell iI 
yellow; the river Inail, " .. ho.tC black skin conceals a fine roK colour, atripcd with 
POUlts d'bollgrie: Ihc I'ers c or Panama Conch. wh}ch affords a liquor that give. 

a pUrple dye; I long mail, whose mouth ~ markcd with black tpoU; and aevaal 
Olhcn_ , 

Among the wandering inails are, dK: fiutcri Nerik, r,he smooth Ncrll" with red, 
gray. and black streaks, in all directions; there .. .a greal. variety of them. Tha 
~rp .nail. tbe: most beautiful in shape and colour; the wne with the additiaa tit 
prickles; a Ul~il limilar 10 one wNch is s=en in the Azores. that yiclds a ..,ae 
juice; and many Othen. 

Then: is in the hIe of France a amooth-oIPd Ilat !-epas,-W,c 81. ~.ad 
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the UPDs jfucltJfilis, which, like me other shetl. wood in Ihe rivc~ of Ihi. island. 
i. eovered wilh a blac.k skin; Ihe Oreille de Mcr, whose imide is nupearled, and 

a kind of white 5he1l, ""Host bourl/ld is $I ii! more rounded. 

The tlumjc;ular. (the &rpuia of Linn.) 'fo'hieh is nothing mort: than a 'fo'hir.e pipe. 
is supposed to be a fragnlem of tile Arrosoir, (the Serpula peni~) . a large kind which 
winds across the madtepores. The COrl,d of SJ. Huber/. a mlilll while wrmicull2f, in 

a spiral form, and divided into lICpiltate partitions, like the naut irul i the NaUlilus 

papyraceus, and the: common NaUlilut. whose section formi such a fine volule. 

Among the Roule:tul{, (Conus, Linn.) is a common olive i (Voluta, Linn.) a 
beautiful oli~, ..... hich resembles the 5hades of a velvet of three colours; the black i. 
mon eSlel.mCd; thert: are some of five inches in length i a s'IOali olive more open; 
and the common Rouleau, .... ith red spots. These three kinds ha\'c an upper skin 
covered with hair; the Drap d'or; the Thnntrre, whose .h'!l1 is vcry small, .striped 
in 2ig-'ug; the poir,; the Rouleau covered Wilh skin like the l)ajre,whose mouth 

has an hollow tlit, and is of a fine acarle'l the Ear arMidas is incrusted, bul it i. 
of a beautiful lustre; lhe Gra/ld Casque of a pale yellow colour; the white Cuque 

.poued with purple, and is very small; the Scorpion, covered with skin, and hal 

IiCven f .. ng.; .nd, lastly, the ArtJiglltt, a large and fine ahell, whose lips art: of .. 
viola eobtr, and hu a mouth decked with prickle •. 

AIDOIII the Port:elainut (Cyprt.1, Ljll1I_) there is a common kind of a reddish 
brown, d dos d'dlle; inOthcr, whtth is .potted like a tyger, and Ute Corte de G,a
grapbi~. which is rare, The~ b If., the tEll/. or the egg of a milk white, whose. 
mouth is rcd and yellow, The Linrl!, (Lepu$J of a fine dark red colour, and the 

OlirlfJ d, Roche, Voluta. whose shell is very brittle. 
Amoag lhe Vis, the commort specltled Pis is very long; the~ is another equaJly 

bUliNl, .. hose apiral fonn is Iccomp;uUcd wi. a moulding; the.Enfunl 1II Mail. 
1M, .. i_lltd; another CtJLlally large called Ihe CuJctle de Suislt, whose coIoun 
and luare ~ very fine:; a .mall Yn wi •• kind of beak, with an hole pierced in 

it : ......... _ 4>_. ,hal is abo picrcild; the foUIMJ blanc, which i. me. the. 
p!,afl wfIIrml-poa I the maritime MiJr~, marked with the same .pats. tbe Miu'c 
OQviadil, wbich M covered ..nh a black akin. 

It ih-linrlar circaauunce, that all me uninlves are ttJmcd from leff 10 right, 

~.bell .,.. pIIo:d CD ill moulh, and !lie !fine towarck die pertbo who regards 

it, &Iccpli ......... dll,1ea!.d "'" _ my _ If • we", "'01. by ."" low 
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their volute '81way. IUnu to the.me dl it may be 'lUWC'rN, br the __ )a_ 

whil;h makes the canh IlIrn from t.he well to ,be ~ In &hu calr" Ilk IUn ... , 

be the dIic:iml (IUr, as it is of Ihcir coloun, ... hich i~ in beaut)' II we 
approach Dearer 10 the Iioe. 

The: Scorpion, which bas vay long daws, incl'eUeS ill sbdI every year. Its old 

claw. become U~C:SI. and it forma new Docs. It may be ulted, what it has done 
.. i,h dl(: old one.? In ,he SlnlC: manntr the Porcel.iuc has a thick mouul, wbieb is 
fOl"med in .och away, that it cannot augment its revolutiom on iudf, if it does nol 

.uroecd in de'U'O)'ing the obstadca to its opening. 11 is nm improbable, that theat 
animals pos:seu a liquor capable of dissolving the wall' of the roof, which they wiJb 
10 enlarge, and if Ihis dWoh'cnt exist$, it might be anployed for the stone in the 

bladder, and to desHO), those glutinous hwnours, wbich rCJemblc tbe pdtlla ",al.ri. 
offtlls. 

Among the Bi'l1oi'Ces, are me common Oyue:r which adhc:rel to the roclu. and it 
of so rude .. shape, that it il neceuary to employ an hlmmer to open it: it is good 
to cal.; a kind ... hich u called !IJt leaf, on ICCOOIII of iu form; .. gTlr oyster whicb 
stic.k. to the .ic:b of ships, a~d WOOIC .hell is beautiful and elaJtic: thi. is very 
Tin:. The pearl oyster is white. Oal, thick, and very large; it i. found al a great 

diJWlCC from land, and il the SIme II that in which pearls are found; anothe,.,-r.", 
oy.er ..... bicb is .. ill O.wer, and of a deep violet colour; it ~ulchel itself..", mean. 
of weads, like the mUKk. It is .. cry rommon I llbe lOuLh-«U port, .. nd it fotmd 
at the mouth. of the riven. I II pearb I rc of a violet colour, 

Tke O)'sltr called /0 TuilUe, k by no means uncommon; it i. of the _. kind 
I.J those, which -'Cfve ' 5 holy.water pots in the church of Sai .. &lIpke:, h ia per_ 
haps the latgcn mell liill of the sea. There arc to be leeD of lhc::m. at lhc MaWivim 
bland!, which reqwre Ihc llrength.of two allen &0 drag dxm~. Jt i5 a very 
curious cifCUrMauce, that this oyster i. found ill .. JUlIe of pcuUitr:tion CJII the COllI

of NOrnlandy. 
There is abo a kind or OY.ler which u ~ery .... u. and or. pf colour, dill 

l'CICmb1e., ;n .hape. a Polish uddle; me thorny OY.f, whlcb b found in the !ada 
or coral, arw:l the Ptlllr, d'oignon, or On1oa peel, of which we have .. ..,. 
lOme detaclri sbc:U .. 

Tbtrc ate three kinds of muscle, which are ..... carioua DOl" COfUI8OIIUdIIp 
feiC'mbtc, ill .~, tlc: liD" of the Medbcmaean, IIId h fouIIIl .. 
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*dr,!xm#: there il ,I., a whi~ ttltIlClc, with an dastic shell, which inc.o~oratCJ 

iuelf with the spongt; I it is an illtermedialc gradation ~tween two kinds. 
The Hache d'armu 11 oflhe muscle kind. and i. fOfmcd like a battle axe, with 

Ihe hatchet on onc .ide, and a poillt on the Other i it i, CO\'crtd wilh. Alperilic., and 

opens "'lIh • simple eluLic plait. 
Among the cockles. i~ the Arcbe de Noi, whose extremirit. n'le like the poop of 

• vessel ; the Caur til lJaJIf, one lide of which is irregular; the CIlT~iII" whose 

flut ing" blend with each oliler i the Rap'. whoM: llries, or gutten, arc formed by 

arches which cross one another; a common cockle, wilh -11; . Iender shdl, the in&ide 

of which is tinged with a deep blue; another IOf!, which is ,'cry beautiful and 

Ie'rcc, lind marked on the outside like mbroidery; the Peigne. and the Manteau 
ducal, ora fine Aurora colour. 

There js every lIjlp(:arance, that the shell fish have.their hoJtilit~ u weU as OIher 

.nim~I •• u the shattered remains of them are continually fouud on the sho~; and 
those whkh are taken in In entire SUle, are always pierced in different part .. l'hct'c 

H a Ina ii, armed with II sharp tooth. with "'(hieb it ..... ouods the -\,leU ~ the muscle. 

II is found in tilt: Kraits of Magellan. and is caned fie armed Bu"",. 

To otHain fine lhell fish. lhey mUll be taken alive. Those. whOle covering is 

dar, Ii .. e on the sand, where they take refuge in lIormy weather: Othen ding to 

the roc:U t ,be mlUcI~J lake abode amoug Ihe braneha of submarine plants, where 

dEy do not multiplv HI II g~[ degree: if they were to ~wn on the rocJu, u in 

Europe. the hurricane, ... ould de....". them. 

There j. much "ancIY in the hinges or the ahdb of fish, which the aroJan might 

imiaaIe .ith advant3ge. T~ has but liMle lealher, .... hich illCorporatcl with 

Ihe lIOny lubllance: thc muscle hu a .lrong elutie skin: lhe bache J1'tJ"'ll~ has but 

one ('old: the C(JIur, if r<'gular, haj tome small ~h al ill hinge, which lock in one 

IIIDtber I .ad if one of ill sides Vllends, the hinge incr<'uc' on the side ""litre the 

.:wei,," ~nderaleS,.nd the teeth .hich bm II have II porponionable strength. 

An .daikebk pri~ of geometry is "isibte in their curb. 

Tbe Isle fIE France il entirdy surrounded with the madreporz, which are atony 

.liDnt,. in .no form of plants and 'hruba. They are in riIth lIbundance, IhlLl 

the rocks u. mr..ircly rormed of them. 
'a-hty 1M)' be diainpilbed by those which do not sprina fn;xn the earth, and 

~ wbich ue auached.ao it. 
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Among ~ht fU'. are Iho Obal1lplglflJR, which appean to be cocnpo.sed of Icave. ; 

We Plllm"', .... hich is or lhe same kind ~ lhe Plumel, with lhrce and rour b~chts. 
and the: CenllOu de Nepllmc. 

A mong thole wbich decorate the bottom orthc: $e8, and ,.,.hich appe3r to hold to 

the canh by thcir roou, are thc Cboll-jeur; ,thc Cbou, whose leaves and appearance 

resemble I'cry much that of the gardcn vegetable of the samc namc: it is of a large 

lind, :u .... ell as a madrepora, in a 'piral form, and .... hich is vcry britt\cAfAnothcr. 

which re.emblu a tree in itt bark and branche" a very prrtty kirid, whfch is 
called the Gerbc, tha t seems to be formed of levcral dunen of can or com; the 

Pillceau, or lilt pink I in thc celir.r~ of each « gment, a Jmall quantity of green 

is remarkable; a comlllOn kind, forming a turt like the: Rueda, with iu conic 

fJowe"; a vcry preuy one, wbich groW$ in Ihe form of an iJland, ":'ith its shore 

and its mountains i another, \\hieh racmblcs a congelation; a kind, whose foliage 

branches out like the fingers of the human, hand; Ihe B rJis de Cerj, whose brancha 

are detached and brittle; the R uche a Mid, a shapeleu mass, whose surface ia 
regularly perforated wi~holes; -a coral of a paJe blue co lour ; .... ithiuside it i , ofa 

darker blue, a a coral, distinctly marked with black lind white, which has some_ 

thing of the nature of the: red COl'll, thlll has not yet been round here. HI1'ff' are 

alto $eVeral coralline vegeutions or various coloun, which lire .0 briule, that lbcy 
cannot be conveyed 10 Europe. 

Among the LiJlJopbiul,lhere is a plant resembling a long liraw, which has neither 
foJillg't, knou, or blmsoms; there is a!so a vepation,like a mlall rUrett of lree&, 

WhCMC roou are very much inttrwovtJI, and each of thrm has a 'mail bunch of 
Iral'Ci. rke ,uhsl,ance of Ihi, lilliophitc partake. of Lbc nature of wood, and bums 

like it in the fire ~ it i., however, in the dau: of the madrepor~ There ue aho 

three kinds or marine uan, which do nOI , uggtst any particular remark. 

I t 1. DO longer .doubled, that the madrcpor:l: ue the work of an infinite number 

of mlllI anilllah. IItliougb ~ ~ar an exact rciCmbl .. nce 10 trees, hy their appI2T. 

lince, stem, bra~s , ;lnd mass, and even by their {lowers, which display the WDCI 

colour aJ the blol,SOm of the pe.cl! tree. 

Al,lIhugri. was formerly found on the cout, and there is eVCD a ,mall hlancllQ 

the wind·"".rd which bean il, name. 

• 
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Nlltj;x LlirilMls. 

Ac:cording 10 tOe Abbe de 1a Caille, monk;cJ were brought lnlo the Isle of 
France i.J}' the Ponugueze. The Monkey of tfiil island is of a mooerate size', with 
bair of a reddim.grcy colour, and ramer thick. h has a long lail, and is gregariou" 

T hese anima'is frequently venture to plunder the houses of the inhabilantJ I on 

which occasion they place st:JItincls on the rocks and in the (fttl; and when they 

percdve the dogs and hunte", coming in pursuit of them, they 5I!t up a cry, and 
the whole of Ihi! curious pany dttamps.. It climbs the highest mountain., and 

repo~ above the precipices. on the sm~lIen proja:tiolu. It is the only quadruped 

of its size Ihal uposes iudl in such a situation. 

It iuuppo.ed, ,Ip' formerly the Flamingo (Phznicoptenb) ,",'IS common in this 

i.land, but 31 preJenllhe number is reduced to a-vcry few. II js a large handsome 

~a bird, whose plumage is an <intc:rmixtUfC ofblad:, white, and ro.e colou r. 
There is a considerable number of Corbig,auz, whieh are considered as the be.!t 

game of the island: it is very difficult to shoot them. 

TheR: are twO sorts or the PQille en Oul (the Phaeton zthcre Of LiNn.,. the 
one of a silver white: the other having the beak, claw., and rump, red. Although it 

Ix: a lei bird, it builds iu nest in the Woo(J,. The ~gli sh call it the Tropic Bird. 
There art several kind. of Parroqueu, with a gray ea.puche: they are: of the liu 

<of a sparrow, but can ne~'CI' be tamed. They are good to eat. 

T he wood! produce Blackbirds, which al(he tall of the hunter come to the end 

of his gun. ' I'hey are: considered as game. 
We shalt no .... · mention In animal of a very dagular nauue, which M de Bulfan 

calb the great Bat or Madagascar. 
It ;J about a .foot in lcngth, rrom its posu:rior 1:xu'ttlity to iu beak, aM its wingl 

Jtn'lch to .ilbout four fffi; it bas large canioc teeth, consisting of four in the uppc:r, 

Irtd as ml.ny III the lower jaw. h s muzzle is black. and sharp; itl can large and 

bare: iu IIlow • .are hooked, large, and compressed: it has no tail. These bau are 

of dilfert'nt colours; some of a bright rtrl, OIben brown. and some are almo. black. 
They ~semblc the common bat in their interior conronn3tion. the shape of their 

Wangl, and the manner of Ipmlding them whw they fly. When these animals rcpotc, 

Ihcy dlllg tn the lops 01 the: highest trees., and hang wi th their heads downwards. 

At oCbct time .. thq fix. tbeauelves upon mimal" and even upon man hlm3clf. Thc), 

K 



AISTOJtY OF ..MAlJRITIUS. 

feed indifferently on froil, flesh, and inJeCts. They are to fond of lhe juice 0( die 
palm tree, that they 5()fDelimo intoxicate themtcl~. wi\b i", to u to rau to the 
ground. Their horrid shricks are heard, during the triahc. in, the fortlia, aI die di._ 
t:mcc ortwo miles, but they retire al the approach of day. NOthing i. ufe from 
,he ra'·ap of these denruetive creatu,res i they equally destroy the ",i1d and domes
lie birds, whenever they ~ve an opportunity; and they 'A,i11 sometimes attack the 

hUD'I2n kind, by .::izing aoo ttaring me vi)i~. It is \"try probable, as M. de Buifoo 
has obscrn:d. lhal the ancaenlJ boJTO"N~ thdr idea of the harp~s, from tbrae ter_ 

,ible animala. The Indians consider them as a palatable anicle.of food, panicubrly 
in certain JCasonl of the year, when they are rull of fal; and e\'(:n tollle of the 
Fmlch peopk, bolh in this island and the ide of Bourbon • .ha,·e brought thenudves, 
in 'hit particular. to follow the lndian cxampk:. The Neg.::ot', )owevcr. hold tbem 
in the greatest honor, and no connderalion whattvtr couldindute ~ to bavc 

any other concern with tbese QOxiOUI O'talure •• but 10 <ksuoy them, for "hKh 
purpose they cmploy uncommon dexlCTity. It has often Nppcned, thai penons 
have been auacked, whitt asleep, aDd bled to death by them, I. they art powcr{ul 
and subtle bloodruckell; so that it .is really dangc.rou. 10 ,lumber in the open air. or 
to let them enter into an house during the nighl. 

There u a kiud of ha~k, called the Chicken eau~r, whicb j, £lid to feed CD 8""" 
hoppers. It dwdb on the lea ..bore, and diKO\'cu, no appearance. of alarm at the 
tight of man. 

Formerly then: was great plenlY o( lunlcs on-this co.m i but al pJUenl t~ are 

very much diminished, 
The lCa shore ,is full of holes, which arc inhabited by great numben of lbrlou

rouz, which lire a kind of amphibiou5 crab. that di, under the- earth like • 1DDk. 
They run very flit, and when they are in dange, of bcina; taken, present abe pointr 
of tncit cia .... ., yjtl1\-.;hich Jhey D)lke a kiPCi of rinsi. aoiIc. They an: of DO uae 
whatever. , 

Al'IOlher "ery .ingul., amphibious aniN, • the: /hnuml l''''''mite (c._ 
8etnhardus, Linn,) • • kind of 10hMer. whole hinder part i. without a 1IadI, 1M 
nature has insr.inctt.-dy uught it to lodge _ part in. Iny anpty _II it CfID W. 

• They are acen rurwring .baUi in 8rt:a1 numbal, each of Ihcm CUlJ'iDg HJ benCMCd 
hduleo which when incommadiou •• from ita beilftoo IIIIIJI, il .... GppDr_ 
tUl'lity ieI'Ve.. for one lbat is more capacious.. . 
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The molt noxiOUJ insect! of the- jsland are the Locusts. which are well known for 

the injury which agricuhurt: receive5 from them. 
There art: at:vtral kindJ of caterpillaBt some or which. as that of tb~ Citronnitr, 

lire Vtry large and beautiful. 
Thtre is abo a nocturnal butterfly, which btars on its corseltt, a death·s head 

(tht: Atropos, or Uf£ d£ lNort.) It frequcnu, and fila about. the intenor apartments 
of houses. 

The Centipede (unJpieds, scolopendre), is frequently seen in obKure and humid 
.ituatioru. It is not improbable that this insect was dC5igntd to keep man from un· 
wholesome pl.ces. Some of th~ insects attain the length of . ix inchts, and anll 
have been aecn to seize their legs. and to drag them along like a piece of timber. 

The Scorpilln if\habits the same moi.cplaeel' itl bile is not morta1 j hut it pro
ilUCC5 a fever, which is cured by rubbing the aff'ec.tc:d pan with oil. This iruect is 
the only one in the uland, that it noxiow to man; but it is become much leu 
venemous lban formerly. 

There are bees which produce excellent honey. 
There is a kind' of in~t that resembles the ant in appearan~ nor is it less ~ga. 

cious in forming iu abode. These creatures make a sad havock among the trees, 
and timber, whose wood they pulvl!rize, and wilb the'dust form an::hes of about ~n 
inch in breadth, over which tbey p<us and ~s. Tbeae inJect •• -whicb are ca\led 
Carias. and are black, .... in sometimes over.run the whole timber·~rk oran hOIJ~: 
They will make lbdr way into trunks, and other pier:ea of furniture, in tbe couneQf 
• night. The most cenain remedy against their depredauons, is to rub the placet 
"'Neb they frequent, Vlilb garlick.. 

There are three kinds of Cancrtlas (Blatta Indica), • kind of beetle. One of 
tbem is of 'a flat shape and a gray colour. but the mOK common is of the ,ille of • 
may.bug, and of a reddiah.brown colour. This Cancrew, or kakerlaqut, is a Co. 

kopt,rous irueet, which soils and destrOys e\'cry thing. It is called RawJ in the 
Amilles, though the Cancrdas of the Isle of France is larger than the Rawl of 
51. Domingo, but i. equally troUblesome by pien::ing the water.ca.ks in ships, and 
making holes of tWO inches in d rcumference. 

ft hat for ill enemy a kind of ~t1e, or green fly, which b vtry .ctive and light, 
and whoJe touch alone readm it motiooleu. The beetle then drags it along till it 
fincb a chink to deposit ita victim, it then lay. an egg in the body of the Cancrtlas, 

K, 
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and ;tbandons iL This couch, which I6me have .uppotrd to be: a charm, it the: 
puncture or a wng. whoJc: effea must be: \'ft)' prompt. at that illlttt U or a vay 

hardy nature. 
In the trunks or trc:c:s is round a large worm with clawl, which gnaw' the wood: 

it u denominated a Afoulouc. Not only the black. but the white inru.bitantl. con_ 

sider it as ~Iatable food. Pliny observes. that it was a favourite dish at the first 
t;tbles in Rome. wh~re . it W,"S Ihe C05tom to fauen il with flour. T~<»c: were 
highly elleemed and preferred, which were found ill the trunk. or the oak. It wat 

called Cossus. 
The kinds or flies which are common with us, are to be found here. The gmu, 

called A{ou,liqu" or Maringouin u very uoublc:lOme, as in every place which it rre· 
quents: its hum is vay loud . • Thil gnll is black, spoued with ",hite. Gauze 
curtains,which are called IIIDlIstir;nirts, an:: employed a6 pJcscrvativt. again$/. it during 
the: night. . 

On the ban'" of r;vuleu are seen tl\c insecu called D'Tlloiulul (Libdlula), which 
are of a fine \·jala cold, and wholt held iJ Jil.;e a ruby. This i$ a carnivorous 
illltct, and reeds on bU\tcrnia. 

There i. a Knall be;tutiful Li:r.ard about fotlr or five inches in length, wiul very 
lively eye" \\:bi<;h ;5 to be rtlind in the houses. It criwls up the walls, aud e\'cn 
along the glass or the windows. . It fet<b 011 met and insecu, for ..... hich it will lay in • 
wai,1 with C1lreme patience. Il la)" .mall round egg. about tbe size of a pea, which 
are white: spotted ..... ith yellow. Some of them arc rendered 10 ramilar as to lake 
sugar from iiI(: hand. They arc very innocellt, ;tna at they destroy Inc ; IlICCtS, arc 
considered as bendici"l domestic associ.no. There u a kiud. of them which inhabit 
we ".oodJ, and is cXIrc:mc:ly beiutlfu] ~ being or an azure CoWur inclining to green, 
with crimson "reaks on ,he back, which TCJen\blc Arabie charac~r$. 

But a morc fOlllli~able enemy to the inICcu; " the Spider.-Some of lhe,c are u 
large l!!S;t nUl, ... ·i" : Icing legs co\'Crcd with ha.;r. Their wei» are", strorlg. mal 
amall bird. are taken in them. They destTO} also wasps. ICOJpilll'lS and centipede .. 

The mild ImperalUre ohhis dimate, ", much daircd by the inhabitant. of Europe. 
is fav ounble to the propagation of inse<;tI .... hich dc\'our fflliL Hut the frtlil' of u.c.e 

• Southern COlllltries are clothed with .ueh thi<;k r.iI, h;trd .l.;il1" and aronuuie bark .. 
u the orange, the lemon, &<;. tiw. ,there ' are ve" few kind. in which We By C&D 

depOOt iu liIorm. Many of the~ inlCe" 8150 are ia a contInUal .tltC oIM1&i1ity, .. 
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the centipedes and the scorpion. The Fonniealeo I.y. iu snare. for the anu; the 

gTeen fly stings the eallerdas; tbe liurd pursues the buucrlly I the ~pider p~s iu 

neu ror cvcry inJeCt that fl ies; aod the hurricanes which formedy arrived every year, 
dcwoy both ,be pursuer and the pun;ued. 

A'lil1lalJ bro/lght into tbi, !sit oj Fra"..,. 

\ Foreign fish have been even brought to this place. The Gnuram; c('Omes from 
Batavia. II is a fresh_water fish, and is e51.eemro to be the be::t in the l ndies. I t 

is like Ihe sillmon, but more delicate. H r:re arc also the gold. fish rmm China, which 
lose their beaut)' as the), increase in liae. Tbese two .peciu ml.ltiply in !he pouk 
$cvual ine.ffi:ctual aucnlpts ha\'C. been tnade to tran' port frogs hither .. whtc:h cat the: 
cggsll'hi eh tht: M IIUsJiqlllJ dejxuill on the Uagnant waters. 

A bird has been brought rrom the Cape which is cxtremely uteru\. The Dutch 
call il thc Gardener', Friend. 

It is or a brown colour, and the siz.c of a large ~paTTOw. It fceds on wonn$, 
caferpillars, and small «mikes. But ;11lOl only cau them; il alto provides a slore 

ror ils fU lure wams, by hanging them upon the hedge.; and ifdeprivedof it$libcny, 
will con trive to suspend a portion or the meat .... hich i. given 10 it, on the: wires of 
lIS cage. 

The Manin hlunIIlltiplied vcory much indeed, in this island. It is a kind of Il'Cl inn 
starling, with a ),e:lluw beak and clawl , II Karccly di!Tert from that of Europe but 
in its plumage, .... hich is leu $potted. II has the ~rnc warble, the same aptitude to 
articulate: words, and the same actions. It counterfeits other birds, aod !lClIl~ on 
anilDll.h to pluc.k thei r hair; bUI it is moSt remarkable for it! greedy c"nsumpt;on 
clgrasshoppen. They always go in pairs, and al sun.9Ct asnemble in lhuuautlr. 
on «nail! (rttS .... hich they prefer. Arter II general warbling, the WllOle. Hight goc. 
10 rna; and at break of day IOcoy disperse in pairs through diHercm pam of the 
wand. Th'1 bird il not e-atablc. 

Several couple of Ravens had been let Ioo~.in the woods, to destroy the raU 
.nd mice, of which there remain but three male.. The inhabitallts accused them 
of Qcvouriaa; thrir cbickcnt. 

II i .... pciIIIibIt: 10 ,.... over the milCbief occasioned by the Cape: Bird, a kind 

ohmall ....... ~ wlIi'-1b i. very mdodiOUI . They WCfe al fint brought hcrt 
r.o.. curielicy, baI _-or drat eaped inco lhe woods, where they have greatly 

L 
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rnultiplitd. They sub,ilt on the fro !1J of the I,arvelt. and the government baa Itt a 
price on ,heir delilrucoon. 

There is .11 "try preuy Tom.til, whruc tIIingl lie doned wilh whit .por;; and the 
Cardinitl, wbQ.IIC head, nct:k, and belly. at • ceruin KasOIl of the yea~ Ire of • 
bright red; the rest of its plumage is a line pearl colour. This bjr~ comes fl'OTll 
Bengal. 

~rc arc thmr: kinds of Panridge much smaller than ours, and their U'ffCSCmblct 

that of :II hoRne. cock. 1~ rooSI , during the night., on tbe: trtes, as in other bot 
countries. 

The line Pheasant of China, aoo Pj"tQall, have bttn let loose: in the woocU. 
Ceese and wild ducks have also been introduced to the pool. of w.ltcr; there :arc 
abo tame ones, and among od1ers the Manilla duck, which is very beautiful. There 

are our Europc::an fowls; II kind of AfriClln fOIl'I, whose .io, Octh, aod bones are 
hl;r.ck; and another ron from China, the male of which is remarkable for its counge. 

Many of the inhabitants dcrivl: consi<krable advantage from their poultry, on 

account of the acarcity ot tnC!at. Pigeons succeed very wdl here, and they an: the 
ben fowl of the island. Two kindJ or tunle dovcs, as wC!\1 IS hare" have beeo 
brought hither. 

In the ""ocxIs, merC! are pLl, wild hogs. and dC!er, thc! lattcr of which have mul

tiplied in such a mannC!t, that a. squadron of ships hu bcC!n viclualkd witQ them. 
~ir fiC!d:i is excdlent, particularly in the months of April, May, J une. July. and 

.",ugmt. The Docks ""hieb bave been ~m($(icalC!d have nevC!t muhiplim. 
Among thll,dome51ie quadrupeds, ~ are sheC!p who lOOK ~r wool, goau 

which thrive, and cattle which come rrom Maelagucar, and have a large wen OD 

thei r neclu. Tile cows gi\,c very little milk, and their calve, dqJenerale. 

There i. IOmelime, a lOtal want o f butchers' meat I bul the inhabiWllI have a 

resource in purk, whi~h i. beller than thai o f Europe, it doe. not, however. mako 
good Alt meat, which 'Proceeds from a defect in the aiL "The male pig ;, very 
wbject, in this i.land, to produce mon'tcn. 

HOf1IeI are v~ dear; a common one ""m.eOlt an hundred pistole .. TIley r.o 
IW'y at the port. on account or the heat. They an: never dIod, thoup the w..I 
i. fuJI ohock.. Mul« are very scarce here, aDd the aile. ~..wl and .... 

The .. mi" become the Il'IOSl useful animal tJi Ibe counuy. as it YOtIIcl_'" 
labour of che Nqroes. .. 
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Some time 19o two \'~ fine wild asses, male and femah:, of the ahe of II mule, 

were brought from the Cape. They were Itreaked on the shoulder lIke the zebra 
of the Cape, thbugb there it a considerable difference between them. Tbcae ani

mals are of a nature thaI cannot be tamed. 
Cau have degenerated here; the grealtt pan of them are thin and emaciated, 

nor do the uts diKovcr any very great apprehension of them . DogJ are much 

more effectual in destroying these noxious animals; but in the coune of time they 
lost lhcir hair and thc:jr 'tent. It is Mid, that they are never known to go mad in 
Ihi, island. 

• 
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'CHAPTER 111. 

/!fanlun oj the l nbobit(lnls.- Account of tbe Blac!IJ._Tbeory of lhi 1s1arlt/, afJd 

ill eawnl,._Sonugetltral ObJ,fTlotilltU on ,be hJ, oj France, by M. Ir Genlil. 
-Luminous Globel. fie . 

T HE hle of Frantc was an .. absolute dcsm when Mascaregnas discovenrl it. The: 
Freoch who fiue. c$labli,hed them.oelvc. thert, ""crc cerea;n piamcrs from tile Jsle 
of Bourbon. who brought with them simplicity, or manners, goqd r~h> 11..9 hoo;pitalHe 
disposition, and an indilferencc fo r richu. M. de 111. 9ourdonnaii, who m~y, in 
lOme dcp, be con5i~d as the r<.lundt:r of this colony, brought lOme workmen 

along wilh bim. When, however, he had rendered i Ii' i$land intcre.~tjng b. hi. 
labouu, and it was thought convcniOlt as a $laple fo their commerce of the hadia, 
per.on, of all condition. $euled in il. 

The agenu of the Company, who polScssed all ttw{ prillcipal employmcnuin tbe 
island, exercilCd tOO nlll~ of that financial disposition,\ which is discouragmc to 

(boac: who are employed in cultivating the eanh. The whole of tht publK:" C':IIIIbIiIh
men! WoIS at t~r dispoaal; they, al the lame lime:. conc roHed the jXllice. .1ae civil I 
admini"racion. and magatines. of the illand; some of tbtm deand the land .nd 
buill hou.!Cf. all of which lhey disposed of. at a very high pnct. IOtboie whet hid 
vcotured hither, in hope of advancing their fonune. Theft: wu WIIInluen!ty a 
pI outcry Ig.an em; but the power wali in their ~ aad complaiN. WU. 
_no avai\. , 

Several pcnont ill the marine terVice of the Company Jd.ded here. "., had 
long tomplaiacd, thaI while they encountered dansen .nd .ud'ercd fauguee in ... 
port of lhe Easl Indian cOlilmerce, OIher, leq"- the ftol'lOW'l IDd ~_. 

it.. AI ,hi. Irttkment waf W nar to Jndia, a,..no hope: of Mho ... r.o. ... 
ill8 u. ia uiIDaced their mind, ad ,bey became .. Watbi&an ....... ~.;~~~~ 

Sevenl mWwyOffiC4:h ofdle CompanyarriYCdhere; ...... '" Will '" 
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penon', aDd lOme of them diltinguished for their birth. Thq could not imagine 
tbat an officer would dcl:Jasc hi rruclf so rar as to receive orders frorA a man "-00 had 
formell), bc-en a clerk in an accompting-houlle. though he might condescend to 

rnceive their pay. Nor did they like the !!ailon, who are rather 100 petcmptory in 

their mannen. On becoming inhabitants, they ~Iained their original disposition, 

and consequently did nOI adv-anee their [ortune •• 

Some of IDe King" regiments put in here and made .orne Itay; ,.,.hile several 
of the officers, allured by the beauty of the climate and the loye of repolC, were 

induced to establifih themselve. in the island: but ever)' thing ,,'as al the disposition, 

and iubmitted w the power of the Compoioy. 

The inhabitant. were also increased by the arrival of some missionaries of the 
order of St. Lazaru •. 

To complete the scuic:menl of ,bit uland, lOme merch.:ou with small capital. 
arrived, and found it without t"ommO'Ce. These people ilugmclIlt'd thc Ibu~e. of 
money jobbing, which ~y found already ewbli&hed, and employed themselves in 
forming peuy monopolies: they soon became obnoxioul, and acquired the na.me (if 
BarlUml, or JI'IAII. OD the other band, they affected to de&pise any panicular dis-. 
tiGClionl of lite inhabitant., and were fond of propagating the opinion, thu, after 
bavWg pu.ed the line. a genenl equality prevailed. 

Such W'u the ailu.tion ohbit colony .... hen it ""u ceded. 10 the King in the year 

t165· 
One pan of the inhabitant&, who were anached 10 the Company rrom gratitude, 

beheld, with pain, a royal adminiuration I while the other part, .... bo had 10 long 
100kId for the favour from I new govnnment. seeing it principally occupied in 
pam. of C'OOnOmy. W~ proponionably chagrined and diuppoimcd. 

,.... IClklias furnish a considenbk: number of workmen, as the ruodenltc heat per_ 
JDitJ .. ..me people to work in the ngen air I though they have not been rendf:n:d 
.0 ........ ' 10 the colony I. they mighf. bIIve been, in a man: mlarged dispoaition 
0[_"",-, 
T1ID6p~..&ri .. people are alny. JOins and coming. they MYe. nevenheleu, 

• onM .... iD8ueace on \be maMeR of che colony •• 1beir policy i. to tomplain 
...... ~ ............ oh<y 1d1. "'" of ........ whid> oh<y om,., oh<y "' ... 
.awaY' boapt .......... lOkI 100 daft ud Ui.ak ., are mined if the, do .,., 

,," "'''MI~''''''''cent. ... ') ,,;4 
L • 
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A .. hotthHd 0{ clam (osu five hundred livre .... "Ci nery tUIa che .. ~ 
lion. It is .arcc crtdiblc, that the merchandize of Eutop': is de.~r boeil! tbu hi 
Indi.; and that Indian commodities retdl • hi~ price here than in Europe. The 
maritime pt"Ople 1ft 10 lIecessuy to lhc iJ,habiutnts, thac they arc held in &fQI 
COlMlderalion. 

The: greater part of the mamed people live on their plaJIWion$; and the WOtnl!!l 

Jeldom v/Sit the town, but when they are u::mprrd by • ball, or art called LO puiOrm 
lOme. el~nl;al dutin of theif rwgion. They are pauionatcly fond of danclug; and 
ItO 'oon(T i •• ball announced, than they come- in thdr palanquins from e.try qUill"' 
ler, IS the ro.dt will not admit of ""heel carriages. 

-J'he women h.,..c but little colou~ bllt they lore well made, and, in general, h.nd.cne, 
Nature has gh-m them a conVdcrable ponion of "it and vivacay I ad if their edu. 
cacion were not neglccled, their lO(icfy would be very Igrtt:iblc: they ate very fOnd 
mothen; Ind if they ('fer fiiI in fidelity to the mal"tiage \'Ow, it is 100 often owinJ 
to lhe indifference of their h\ls~nd .. or to tbe P.risifin manMr:I 'f(bich ha"e been 
inlfodueed among them. Their criinary dfUI u fine IIlwlin, lintel willi ro~ 
cd taffelU, 

They POSIeIS, in a great dcgrtt., the more estimable domesc.ic qualitie.; they lei. 
doni or t\e\"er drink any thing but Willer, and thcin c1eanlincn jJ UIrCSDe. Their 
children are never confined in .waddling ciOl:hes, but run,.bout almo« u soon u 
lhey i1TC born; they are often bathed, and al10m to eal fruit at their own d~ 
tJon. A. they are left emirdy 10 themK:h-ea. and arc urteonlrouled by the IUpUin. 
lCndance 01" eduution, the), lOOn become ItI'Otlg and robust. and sbc:ir ~ 
advaneu in prOVOriion. The fCtt\lIet are lometime. married at deYco yean or 
oge. 

'There Ire aboul four hWldrcd plaftW'I in lby Wand. All abow. aa hIADIbcl 
women of luper;or raok, not tnOft; than tett of whom lin ia I.be 1O'IiD. o. &n., 
me evening gun It eight. o'doc~, every ODe reLim 10 IUa Oft 1Mbi.oon. 

n, Blaefrr. 

01_ population of lhy i.land, we IDWl cc.ider die I ...... 
...... coaai .. ble proponian. 

'l'bt 6ht _I'rom the eouc of Malabu~ aDd att:-. Vf:IJ .... l.Ii' 

• 
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" Iller tome &om PoadicberJr. and itt tbemJelves out rot • ttrtam number or'yeart, 
They are aknoJt all of them workmen, and occupy a suburb whieb is called the 
Black Camp. they are of a deeper oolol,lr than tbe i!landm of Mldtpsar. 1Vbd''lI!'e ' 

1'(31 Negrcxs, tt. ... e the fi::atures of Europeans, and dJc.it hiiris not woolly: they m 
IOber .nli economical. Their head i. dreset! with a (urban, .nd thtty ,,;ear long 
chene, of muslin, with large gold ear.ring., and .ilver bntdeu il t lhe .... 11Iere 
are tOI'ae who enter in~ the SCfyice of the rich and titled inhaMuII)!., .. fiIo'u • .. 
kind or domescic. which answers to the character of an European running ~ ~ 
hi, peetdiu diatincriQn i. a Cine in his hand, Iud a dagger at hi. gir" It were ID 
he wished dial t~wen: a greater nllmbcrof lhe inhabitanttof Me.1aba .. catabl~ 
in this island. plllicularly of the cast of husbandmen. 

AI proenl, Mad.psear fumishes me Negrocl whk~ are dcJtintd 10 alllj .... !c the 
land in the Isle of Bourbon. The common price of one of them i. a barrel of 
aunpowdcr, a few mu.kelS. lOme pie(es of cloth. and, above aU, I cerrain propor_ 
liDo of piastrel. The dcartlt of tbbn com about fifty croWtlS of France.-

Thr.e people have neitheT so flat a nose, or 10 dark a complexion, al thole of 
Ouioca; lOme of them ne only brown; while otheN, as the Balamboult bave long 
bair: RI)'. otbc:n of them bave fair, and even red bair. They ;ue dclUl!rous, inteUi. 

aern, and ha\"e a scnlt. of honour and gratitude. The grealest iruult which can be 
ofcted to one of Ihae people. is to JPeak disrespettfully of his family; they are; f., 
lea leRII'bte to perJOnal iajurics. In tbcirown country they work up various anit1es. 
with equal ingenuity m:I inctumy. Their zagay~ or h;alf.pike. is lIuy welll'orged. 
though a couple of _ono form their hammer and their anvil. The lineN which tbt:it 
wo.en weave arc vCl)' fiDe and well dyed I ahcae they cut around rbc.m in a Flee
&II form. &Dd the man..er in which they arrl1lF their hair produces. plcou;ng OCIld
daw, it oontisls of curls.nd t.resacs: \'cry wtduUy blended with each other, and i • 
.. __ of the women.. TItey are paulolptdy I'ond of dancing and music J tlaeir 
hiIIUWUl it .. tutam, which iJ a bow fixed 10 a gourd, (rom,wbtnce they d,. • 
... ~ IOUM, with which they accompany the ain that they cOtnpOll!'. 
J..eoft .......... _bjccl of them, ud the ~rbdance 10 the-.mS- of their loven; 

............. time IUId applaud. 

~_"''' .... tbIc. A black" i.on ajouraey.enemwilhoat prcviOUI 
~_.,. • ......... tbe oner, ..... "", ......... IUi&a hia cOll'VCaicaCl', .... ,.. 

L. 
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and .m. whom he MdI in it most willingly abaft their meal with him. Nor .. k 
.r.u awom to a5k from whence he comes, or whilhcr he i. loin,. 

IDcb are tbe qualificatiOnli and manners with which they arrive at tbe f&le: 01 
FRnte. They In: all dilOl'lbarked with no clothing of any kind, but a Jtrir or 
linen round thc.ir loin.. Tbe men are p4ccd on onc side of the beach, and abe 
women with their children OD me other. The planters then examine tbem, and 
make their p<lrcbasellccordingly. BroulerJ, .iaeu, friend ... and lovers, are no", 

.eparatcd. aod att: led away to the respective pl.ntatioru to which !.hey are dc:aincd. 
Sometimes. in the paroxysm. of their d~air, they irnagioc: that the while people: an: 
preparing to eaL them, that \bey make red wine of their blood, and gunpowder of 
\htir bonca. 

Their manner of lire is u follows : al day_break. the smacking 01. whip i. lhe 
.ignalthl' calls them to their· work: and they then proceed to the plantation, where 

they bbour in a Iiaic of almo" entire nakednCSl, and in the heat or the wn. Their 
nourishment. it ground maize boiled in water, Of loavca of the manioc; and a .mall 
pitee of dOlh is their on1)' coveril~. For we Ieut act of negligence, the)' are tled 
hand and foot to a ladder, when the oveneer givel them a certain number of ~ 

on their back, with a long whip; and Wilh <II three.pointcd collar dasped roulld their 
ncclo, they arc brought back to their work. It is not necenary w describe the 
IC'Vcrity with which thcac puni"m~nl5 are sometimes inflicted. On Ihc1r ~r" to 
lheir habitations in the evening, they a~ compelled 10 pray 10 God for the pn»pe. 

ril)' of their ma.uen. 

There jsa lublisting law in (a\'our of ,laves, called the Cod, Noir; which ordunt 
Ihat they shall receive no more than thirty mokCl al each cbutisemcntl lbat lhty 
.hall not work on Su1Xla)" j thai flltat thall be given Ibcnt tNCr'/ week., and .biN 
every )'CiIr' butlhil I ...... is not obIcnled. 

The Negroe. are ~urally or a lively' dispoaition. bot tbcIr __ of .la.~ry 1009. 
rcnde,. tbern melancholy. Love alone .ce1N 10 .lIly I.brir,pain: ahty ('lfert mea... 
W"t;. lO lhc ut.moll in order 10 oOO.in. flUC) and. i£ ~can choo.t forthem~ 
Ihey alwaYi prder thwe who are advanced into a lUte of womanhood. who, __ 

ay~ ~ke I~ ~iI. . oup. They i~mcdiatcl)' liye tbem all ahey~.e"l 
1bc:ir wlYe. live III another planlauon, they will underuke the lDOIl . 

~jourDiet 10 ace them. On .uda oce .... &bey fear nthla 
punUbaJcnL Partie. of than IOmrtima IDCCt in &be middle of "" 
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" 
dax:e bene4h the Ihdtcr of' a rock, to the moumful wund of • goard lilled with 
pell. 

The diKOntcnled Negroe. generally Oy for refuge illio the wnods, where: dry ;~e 
ptlTlu~d by dc:uchments o f Wldicrl~ when they arc uken, they are punuhed ",ilh 

FalllC\o'critr; and the th ird offence o f Ihis kind is followed by lkal:h. 

Rcl ig:on is., indeed, 301nclimcs employed to alleviate: the evils <If their -J,uatJon. 
Some of them are occuional1y baptistd: they are then told that they arc become 
tbc: brethren of (be while ptoplc. and .hat they will go inlO paradise. but it iJ noc 

an easy mauer to pcfluadc them, thaI the Europeans .,.·ill ever t1rt;lve thtir guides 

to heaven • 

.. II i l not (0<1' us lO discuu. in this place, the subject of slavery, on which vcry 
ahle wrilcn have diffcled, and with which volLl~s ha~c Deco filild. T bn disci_ 

pline". and sometimes a &evert: one, may be necessary in the ffilI(')agemcnt of planta. 
tions, cannot be denied, and Ihal Ihe ownen sometimes exerci~ their power wit!'! 

uuneceuary rigour, must. al50 be acknowledged; at the same time it would be ridi_ 

culous 10 auen that, because a ",hite man is the muter or a plantalloo, he must be 
cruel, and because a blact man is a sla"e, he must be wretched, We shall contlude 

this l ubject wid! lOme ,emarlo of the laic Admiral Kempenfclt, malk by him in the 

year 1758. 
n Tbt .Iaves or MUaglllCM an: &he most inclined [0 de~n rrom their ma.s/.crs. 

Many of them, incited by the love of liberer, hJl\'c retired into,the moSI inaccessible 

woods and mountains. and, foh-U ng thenueh'c' into bodie., attack the planullion. in 

.hlch they have been lIa"ea, The mischief they occasion is sometimes very demuc

twe. boIh 10 the plantation&, a. wclI as to those who inh ... bi t them. Whe" they are 

iapeDcd by hunget'. neidacr domeaic or wild animal, not even the monlties escape 

.... ~ alto make a kind or short spear or javelin. ,.'hieh they throw 10 a con
dle ........ n~ and .ith great dexterity. Many. on their dC5Crlioll, have put 

~ 10 tea" ea.1Ibs which they have stolen, and lave trulled to the mercy of the 
1fIlftIt l\I ordct 10 ftllin ~ir native island of Madagascar; and u. is kIlO"" thal 

__ 01' ~ ."..tbt ~e of the CUtTCms. and the tirrour of &he winda, which ge~ ~. 
~ b_ .... _,. baR uri"ed thert, having been rtcogniJ.cd by Frmch people; 

.. bad ....... at Mauritius. • 
ny Ildii __ Muvonabayc bcca Llkea and destroyed by the: dc:uchments .. --""--':J &bet- aiH, however, numerow, and rrom the 
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'=todty oftheft' character, !he lubject of coadaull ai_tO the pJlftleh wbo l;.e III 
1M yicinity of the (mests which tbey inhabit. WIlL Ibey art' r.w,they are pu~ 
with lhe gn'lte5l .event)' : but what appran perhaPs W.~ • & 1 treatment. it !be 
e8'ea. or dire oecwity. II tbe French Irc naluraU,. ~l and if very Wftf8 

eJtlmples were nOl made. they wowkl aot live in nfety. II U: tndttd well known, INc. 
lTUntIDcOnyc:nienccs hu!e laUlted from the indulgence of the planten_ pani(ul~y 
in granting libeny to \he favourite ,Iavet, 10 that it hili been ablOlutdy a«cSllary 

to abridge &hat power. and to limit rre(~ to thOle alone who have &aved the tire 
of their muIer." 

TN n,or1 oj the Islol/d, and itJ Caver/IS. 

On a first inspc:clion of the .urf.ce of the hie of France, dJcre .. eyery r~n ~ 
im.gioe. 1h.11 it hill undergone tome violent.bock; and that all the' atones wm 
an: round on it have bttn th~n out of • .,okano I or tba\ they have proc.uded 
(rom IIOmC- general explosion in the U1aod, which has ocCMioned the dUorder 

wherein lbey flOW appear. Such it the g.::neral opinion in the i, land I but it u DOt 

from an incpecuon of the exterior IDi1 alone., lhu • fighl judgment can be formed or 
the urly 5tale.of the hie of France. 

Wh~ the CioLUq', wen: made which 1eI'\"e 10 pan !he raviDC. at the enuance 01 
}"OlD and the Plains of Will,n", a rampart was thrown up to the right and left, 
in the adjoining highlaJllb, from twelve to fifteen feet in height. and ,he eanP cIIIt 
was taken from them served to form the upper part of the, eaucyl. On diailla; 10 

nite Ibcsc ramparu I reddiih earth prclented itself, intmniJcal with Wock. of IlCJIIIM 

of diffi:rent lizel, bUI almwt all of dtc:m round. Thc.e ... arc _IOlid, and ~ 
very briwe ; Md dlCir grain it the wne u that of the hard iIk)IIIIIwbkb ~ 1Ou.nd. ill 
0Iba pam of the ialud: a\cy are enveloped in • kiad ~"'ntcnu&, or* tame ... 

\our II the ground from which.they were cnraacd. E¥19 putotthc idand CCIIIIait» 
IheIlC 5\Onct in great abundance; IIOmC of tbnft .~ of' In enormous .lze. "WIIIiIi 
che ~urrace of the land. hilve been dcared. fa one. alway. appear a&er • ~ 
IioD of raiN; paniculMly in lbo5e paw wbac cbt Sand de.cmd., U 011 the ..... 
o(Wil1ems. 

n.e.1lOnCI 1ft: fo~d to Ihe srouad. and ..... !here. ia • ~ 
WUIOt be t.vUa IN worlu:d bu& by ~ .ocI Iht ....... ,~-
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WIT ponM, ad C8'tOftIII willi ... bola or little dtpIta. whole ca"" Irc tilkd 

"kh • kind or c:t)'aaliuaion. 
The. sov.n:e of the Rampart river is ill • ".otmu;n which caIlaOt be &eu than areh-e 

hundred feef In hcight. The woods, which are beamiful toward. the boHom of it, 
diminllh in iu aIeerll, and It the lOp dwindle into young tN:eI ud Ihrab.wood. 
There is the fountain~head of the river, ..... Ilie-h f.lls a ~w r~ in d-e ron. tJ/. as.
cadt, into a anall bason. The watcr)ssucs from the ledge of an hOfiaonw todr. 
which reltl OD II thick bank of eanh of a g~yi5h.wh:(e colour, and of a conti ... 
10 be CUl with. knife, but doe. not harden in the air. It il covered .,..im an infinice 

number of small black lpots .... ·hieh have the appearance of coal, bu! are, more 

probably, panicles of ferruginous matter. 
In a valley II the foot of the same m Oll main there i, vr:ry excdlent SlOne for 

building, which 'p~an to be of the Pme nature., or It ieM/. to have the .. me 
grain IS ,he ean h that ;1 at the top: it is picn:.ed also with holes, and is fuIJ of the 

Wad:. panickt; from whence it may be: concluded, that lM:ae SlOne. are formed in 

.be boIom of this mountain, that tbe db6lanee wu origihaliy as soft as that of the 

emh, and that the rains and IOITCPU having worn .way one put of the mOWltlin, 

Ihne rocu have been carried down into the valley. 

AI the tOOl of die mounlain. of ViUcbaguc, on the road which \tads to a deep bo&.. 
__ mDed Nico1W;re. lWeI 01' the Ame kind are teen in the channdJ formed by 
the rain, they are in aD hIlf'_dened WI", and have ~n uncoverffi by the impe
tuoany of the tormtU. Thete ItOOe$o whieb are o f about two or three pounW. 

~,are cuily brokcaJ aocI. &be more 10. " by being ekpod to the ai r, they are 
Ueady Clacked I they are ~ II wdl within at witboUb with spou: of different 

~ foe the JDOC,.,.., cI • bluilit eaR I which are, without doubl:, parucks 
oIF .... ~ 

'J'bNIIM cause which hu formed aad hudcned all tbeae rocks ia the tanh, bat 
arme{ wi balldum IhoIe which are 10 IIUIDefOUI in aU the riyen or the Wand. 
JbtIc ......... CGbUnuaDy interrupt the coune of the riven, appear ., if they 

~ _ ... ~'::! upon .... 00Ib0r. 
_'" 1'biI ~ it iP an hundred putt or tbt itbftd" but principally in the 

llterol,..' $ ..... a 011 quiuiog Yillebague, which it II plain. CGnlidcnblydcYllcd 

. • ~- die .... " ~ • Jr 5-I .. ca 'nil river il very much i.closed, and coo
.... '""' ,_. b ....... If ....... 01 a Jcapc. .bi6e the ~ ,ink, ill 
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thIt '"'P &om two bundrtd .nd fifty to three hundtc4 teet. .mtch a.. • CQUi.. 
cknble d(C\iviIY, tn this (:)tlml of a quaner or-lei.., tbc brd it &olD _, to 
eighty feel beneath the surface ofilS bank.; and, lilt: the odter riven, pfull otrocb 
lI'hich '-C falien 10 the botlom of the precipice. The rh-cr i. no more IbIn ltD 

feet bro~ beneath thest: ftightf"" nmpana, .... hich aWord an intermediate tpKC or 
Ihrce hundrtd feet at their aummN.. On each ,ide. on these prtt~ there are 
rocks, many of which art half bare, while othen appear to have 10 .Iight an hold, II 

IG awaken the expecLafion that the next mommt will precipilatt them 10 the bouom. 
DUMnl three putl of the year tbese riven may be cl'05sed by Ileppina from rock to 

""". 
Besides the rocks or .uones which Ire formed in the bNODI or Ibe. cw. tarlC: 

banks or ranges of them are very rrequ~. ""hole: clcofu are 6J\ed wid! a ~ of 

earth ... ·hich is vcry hnd, and pull), fcrruginoul; asuflicit!m proof that the fonD 
of tbe island 1\.111 nol been dfCdcd by any ,-tolen! concussion of the eanh. ~ 

banks arc of a diffct)Rl thickness from eight to WI feci, and .ddom mote. ,...; 

range of IhiA kind which inttrnJptt the: riva' between ,be Rtduil and the p!.im 01 
Willtm.. Tilt llream flow. over it, and men precipitates iuelf in I f"l1 of mbra 
than sixty feel, forming a magnificent cascade. The river orthe plains of Wil~ 
at well as Ihal of Moka. bave similar falls. Immediately after lbelt lhrte cttcadet. 
" 'hith are almost upon the same lioe, and all of them within the 'PItt of batf'. 
league, the three rh'ers unite to funn one Itream, whith i.s called tbe Creal rivtr. 

The banks of sloneH.xactly eOrTC8pond to each Other on both Ii" of the riftrJ 
they are from eight 10 ten feet thick •• nd have no OIMT inciiNtjoo lhan dlit «the 
ground "'hieb suppons tnem. In these ravine. may be. diainpbhtd three or fOut 
banks of the lame kind. one .bove the otbn". and ~ -rr. ncb odIt'I' by 
~d. oC tanh of an equal Ihiclwe.u. whieb eomain ~ •• Iike those which 
have been aJreMr mt ntioord, that ~r tbe aurf.ce 01" tile Wind. 

Theft j, l i k ~wise a vtry remarpWe eu.ple of thcac brdt of ho,;" .... r.odIlii 
in tpe plain that lead. hom lbe pun 10 the Royal biitry. ThiJ 

... ith Mone. rrom the foot oftbe motIIUIill oftbe Decou"ene, H.,. 'iII01I"ili!I 
the uonc '" llich ;. uled iu building. 

I n the lame plain, on II.c road from the pm to Mob. fKin& lbe 
otlhc 51'11 rh'er, a·,d on lhe top of lhe decIiYllr .. _ 108M; huntlrtcl 
brink, tbcrc i, an honwUlal bed or lar!>1: ro4If-- "" .• _~ 
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.. onpoSt:d~r tWO ranIu of -mormoUI rQCks, phu:c:d 011 eaCh other, which retemblc 
the .rti6ci,1 fouada,ion of 50me vall edifice. They an: likewise 'pli' in a perpt;n. 
dicular man~r. and tht: cleFts ICCIf\ to have been filled wilh some kind of cement. 

Thi. range had cenainly been covered .... ith earth. like those which are found in the 

neighbouring plain, bct"'~n the pon and lhe Creal river : bid, from its devlted 
'position, the tomnts havc:, by dtgrec.s, carried away the: ground Ihat covered it into 
the neighbouring ravioe:. 

About half 'illy betwun the plantation, in which the forge. are cSla.bli,hed, and 
the Bay ofTunlea on fhe shore, ataboo, a Jagut from the 1iCa, is a frightful solitude. 
It ctm.ists of II large o~ country, "';hoJC ~urface is parched, barren, and rocky, 

'With 41orizoot.al banks of m)t)e "'hieh In:: It-vel with tnc eanh in IOtnC pI.ces, and 
VI ~ only ~t their poinu, &c. Numeroul 'fIOtl orlhi. kind teem to militllte 
lIjPiRl( the opinion.lha! the i$land i, nothing more- than yanoul hedJ of nlam:r, 
heilped upon one anolher. 

Ovet' ~ Rampart river, on the roaa leading to Flacq. about three Icsgllcs 
&om Port Louis, <i. a bridge which. wou eonsuucled in 1770, and certainly does not 

Innounce the ~ that has becn madc in the con5lruetioo of bridge 1 'and cau6ty. 

within the last f'tiy yean: but the object which more partic.ularly engap our 

aIteGtion in thi. place, is a ledge of rocks beginning at this bridge. and' atrtfching 
~ the IIDCU In the mad of Flacq. At the bridge the rivcr Lakea a bold mea"ilda, 
,..hich fOl'lM.kind of peninsula CJI isthmus. To the right, in going to Flacq, the 
benk is intC'Trupted and divided by lhe cou~ of the river, which is not more 
than rrom Iwau.y_five to thirty feet wide at the bridge; so tha1 it has the 

appeert.nce oC having btoen e .... away to give a free c.urrent 10 the .. ·ster. 11 i • • he 
"*'fC ~ark.blc, -as .hi. baAk, which i. feTruginottl. is of the greates! h:minc:!:: the "two" of Itone, alllO,cxactly oorrapond with each aide of tile river. This bank is 
formetI. .. beds Crom one to tWO fcct in thickness:: il rCIIi upon the ground, and is. 
liuJe ..... oiOW.rda me watrr, which ,provCJ mat it ha, givaJ. wly on that lide. In 
«11K ,..,. Dr..,..nd benauh has been carried aw.y, and bas ronned what apptan 
to be ..... encnnccs of a cavern. A ~iu.le farther on",·.rd arc to be ICen 

Mtme paniIa 01' Jbc same bank. whioh, havTQg been broken off above, have pro.
ww,. ..... .., .. riyf'I'. Continuing lhc lOad. 10 Flacq, at .ixty Of ei$hlY 
...., t'IOIa .. ...,.. Ibis bank is like _ UJiPO" pan or a Inge .... ull, from 

,.. to forty ....... , i1 IbCldaoI CM ~I')' -tar 10 Ihc right and left, aDd 

M 
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Iota WI' in the woods. II cmooc. be doubced lhac this vauht ilr it. it ..unl, 
made by the h;nd of natu~ fesu on I bed of eanh. and tb.c this bed ill .. cow. 
of lime: tw-ing carried away by the water, a cayer. wm f'eCDain in ill place ; periJ ... 
the cavern already exists. I n fact, .... lhe mouth of mi. lime river at tbe dlltalKC or 
two or three luguu,. lhere are IItven! caverns of great depth. A great part of the 
road which kadJ &om &be river of the rampan to Flacq, is rorm~on bedsof rocks; 
ill IOf!'I( plltts it appean to ~ hollow, and l"CIOundi bcbearn Ihf. hone.' feet. 

A p;artofd1e plantatiON in the highlands of F1acq. In: absolutdy horrible, from 
,he qua.ntity 01' rocks which they contain. 'There are abo plou which consists only of 
one single rock, lOme pam of which are rlther more devated Wn the other., and 
hive the appearance of nag-pones. The low plantation., wbicb are ~areat to tbe 
tea shore, have fewer loch. and a bettcr soil, which is maintained at tbe cxpel'ltt of 
the highland!, whene earth i •• carried off by the waters, and .pttad on the lower • 
grounds. 

So many facu and c:irc.umnance., and many olher. I)f the &arne kind. whicb are 
vwb1c: to every eye, IttITJ to Tlradiet tbe opinion of volcanoes in the Uland, and 
an univcru.1 change in the 5tate of it. 

OburvoliDlfs Oil tw lsI, of F.-onc" by M. I, Gentil. 

M. Ie Gentil alJoddiver. the follo .... ing opinion .• , They uy in the country, that 
"·vo!cano:es have pervaded every part of it. Jf ho .... ever. there have been any vole.. 
" DOC. in the Ille of fl'llnce, the ~rt which J II.W had been pre&crved from than; b 
" what must have been the force and expl05ion that could hilve tbauercd it as a mine 
" would have done. and have lifitd up cnomJOUs roc.lu from .. bowdI. to dlIet 

'" them aboot upon in surface; .... hile this lime force tbouW have aull'ered them to 
.. remain in their horizontal positions, an hundred (tel ckqI or up.ud., in 1M 
.. I'lIvine., at well as in many other paru ?" 

Volcanoc. never fail to letve trace. of !heir "VI" po..-J tucb as calcined IbCl 
melltd "ones, pumkc &to!ICIt lavl&, ciDcler .. &c..; .,.." tIlDe ollbeta are Ie;) be '!'I... 
1n the hk of France. The mountaiAt an: in ecnenI indea.t.ed with poiou like • 
comb of a cock.. ThOle which lie Oil 011 Ibc ........... prelCN. the ~ 
• paveroou, and 00 lign. of a fllflDCl are to bt .. in an1 part. 1'bcIc m: 2 t ( .. 
baye bea1 covered with eartb and IrtU; b\N. " preen _ .ummitl _ ~ 

CIIlUdJ' oakcd. The AIDe change hu ... flMe .id! rapcu 10 
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now operatina: 011 the mountain or Mob J and every ytar the rnoaging p1'Ogrtu of 
the hurricane. and rains, in despoiling it of its ground and tret's, is visible. During 
the hnvy rain&, tbelC: naked places arc lo$l in ",.tcrfalb of • tranaif'nt nature, 

wbich form agn:eable objects. II i$ thus that the mounta;", called Trois Ma_ 
melle,. Pieces-bot, &c. hIve been ckprivcd of their canby covering. It mty indetd 

be said.lhlt p"mi~ &tontl have bem found in the hie of France I but thil CIn:I.I~ 
ItaIlCC may be easily explained. 11Je only .pot where they arc 10 be seen; is OQ the 
windward aide of the island, loward. the i.let of Amber, which have i.lel of coral, 
amd Ire conteqUCnlly open. It may therd'on:: be rCllsonably suppo3ed that t11eie 
pumice Ilona come from the vo lamo in the l ileof Bourbon, and are driven to the 

U1c. of Amber by the winds and currena; in the same manner" ifl India, those 

extraOrdinary cocoa nuts have ~en brought, whose origin has oot been known 
more than !'ounce" years. 

A •• la.n resource, the partizan. of volc.noes throw thenuell'u imo the c.wl.'rns, 
,mtcb they inlilt have betn.me mouth. of the volCliinoes, lhat have produced the 

pment appearance of the island; but, on visiting them, they ICtm to be llUllling 

more &han quarric. or stone, originally resting upon ealth. which h .. abandoned 
them. They now au .... ;n themseh-es like vaults formed by human labour: and the 

proof iI, thM all thelC quarriel are situated on gentle dedivitie.. Some of them. 

are 10 be Ken on the plain. of WiIlenli. &c. 
The IDOIl di5colt ciratmJtance to explain in these quarries are the parapeu that 

crown them, ,.-bich are of equal breadth and heigl' l ; piHtic:ularly on the cavern of 
Pitoa de la Decouverte. in the plantation of the lal.e M. Lc: J uge, firu in rank in 
6c lUplftDe council. lnirQ.edialely befOre the entrance or it, tbere is a kind or 
cylindrical opening. about twenty paces diamCIl.'f, and worked in the rock. like we 
COIIIIw 01. weD. nu. bole mrt· be twelve feet in depth, .nd ill .lone. are whole 
ud~.pmo£thattbey have hOI adrered the opcnlion or fire: the delcent 
iIfolhitll1Dli II by ....,. declivity, wbich eonailu or a rude maSi of rodl. and 
dnb." i f' •• ..,. &ca the entrance of the cavern, rrom whence the same dedi. 

~ ,... ..... tilra of arcade, and deIcend. eigbt or ten feu. A large eave 
moc.dt, ... dre8ty 10 ti&hlY plCCl wide, .nd. from I1rdve to 6littn fttl in 

~ It~.1ac ftUit JOrmed with free IlOI'IeI of an enonnou. liu, through 

the ......... I!t-.y part: cbc IIf'O'IDd, that i. or black hue, il con~ 
... .,.~".,.I ...... mark lhc: place wlltre they fall by a 

M. 
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..n belle, be IbmudVD in the earth. T ..... die an-d pel I ... .... 

CDCIIbaenCy to bear a man, a p.ick offi~ Iicet to.s.., erterf ..... be ...... lIMo 
it with the greatest facility. There i. a .mall hole 11 the eJIll'Cmiry. tiIroup ", .. ida 
'it would be imposllible to pili without the wi.cance of tllt: qcepina pJinb ud 
shrub-wood which grow .bout it: by clinging to them,. penon may draw hiDllClf 
through it. Through the grater pan of this carern there is, 00 both sMk. of"" a. 
parapet wall, Ih;u rather indinel from ill perpcndicuhr. and is from three: to four 
feet in hdght. Thi. cavern mUJI. N,VC betn for~ by it sinking qf the groJncs. and. 
probably bu been <l«per than it is at present, u the rai~ which cnter it. alWIIY' 
bring IQmething with wm.-

'fbeR: parapets arc the mort: remarkable tn the eavcnu. u ,he 1DOUntUu them. 
Jtlv~ appear all\? to p<»teU them. On examining me boitom of the rjvu Latanier .. 

near the plantation of the priem, wbid. is among me mountains, it i~'bIe 
thai the8c: IItcps, or parapetS, rise from the bouom of the river up lbc:: 
and extend along the chain of lhon. The Long mollntaint lha~ lie, co the bu 
them also. They are like4c ilppulCnl in the mountain. lbaL form abe bay caUcd 
Ancc Courtoi., which i. lravened to go to the quuterof .Mob. Thc.e auall baDJu 
have a .light indination; and allthc:ae mounr.ain.l resemble, in their united sh.pt'. the: 
foot of • goose, at they surround Pon Louit. The bighe~ or these mounw ... 
according 10 the meUlrement of the Abbe de la Clme. i. upwards of two thousand 
rour hundred feet above the b-el of the .el. They are blotb of very bud ' lOGe • 

• brue .substance appear. aomewhat diffuO'lt from that of the rocks of quaru, wbicb 
have ~ already mentioned as being formed in the urtb. A piece ol1be ~ 
t.ken from this mountain, being Ihro'oro into the fumacc.o(. wocbbop eablilbed 
011 the .pot, and withdrawn in an ,11IlOIt liquified swe~ ptOdoc:ed • grain of lead, 
about the .iu of a large pin's he.d. In every otbcr ,apaet6illDOWlPm.ppuraI, 
like ,II the ud!er~ a kiOlf of scbisJIII" 1W04. ill boriaaDIaI. Ycnical. and .tbdvins 
heW, in whole intcnor parts are foWid ...u cry..... ~ it very hud," 
iu pans equally ltn.dow, The undau:Iini .. it .-..r .. wder bad vel')' Iiadc 
cff«t. as it p'o~bly found • vent Lhrouab cWU ill sa. bcdt. wbicb tboup ........ 
IUlly well united. ate.not .ilboul many ~ .. wellu viMblc "'I! i ii' 
wbich offer. Aundent P .... for the air. A9II~ beiDa poured. OII"~ 
01_ age. cauacd ID c:Ii:naccDcc ill .matI.-.-

• 
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nu rocky mouotain ia in the 6ta place c:ovcrcd with • tbi .. crull, wbich if 
t'MiJy removed; btlt me IIDOtt linplar circ:umunce of it N, 1,* the upper part is 
covered "ith • bed of vegetable earth, from two feet and all half 10 Wee f~l thick, 
which likewi.e eneloxs rQund 1lO~. simil ... to those already mentioned at. coverirfg 
rbe r~ of the island. TNt bed of tanh appears 10 form a Jj(;h .-,iI. which .ffords 
• plentiful nouri.hmcnt to the beautiful (rces that spring from it. 

The lop of die moulwun of POllee lOnna a level, which is $Ieep on evert.ide, aDd 
is not Jet. than I I~guc and an half in tircumfen:ncc:. This piece of ground bit • 
very gc:ntl!: declivit), on Ihc: aide of dlt Ante Courtois, anckben ri~ iJlsen5ibly to the 

fOot of Ihc Pauet, which po.uc:ue' a much higher ek\'atioD, and it an entire rod. 
This level Spol is covered with very fine wood, u has already been noticed. A 
roed bu been bt'gun on this mounllin. to shorten the road from lhc port to tbe 
qUlr1C'1' of Moka, which is directly behind it. 

On ,hi. III' tllcre are thrcc small and vcry shallow rivers. which, nmning over 

the bore roek. fall inlO the Ante Couno;,. Very lillie labour on tlx: .ide of lhe 

port. would ft:I1der this ~POl an impregnable litualion, which might be defend~ by 
Ilones ooly.-M. de 1& Bourdoonais, the founder of the hie or france, bad pro
jecwi to fonn it iQlo a redoubt,orsecure pla~ofretreal. ThumaU riVWtU which 
w~ler h ,.,'ould be an invaluablt lUOurce. as an enemy could not tum their coune; 
and if the .clftml tbwld not be sufficiently abundant, rbe,,·oin might be contrived 
to remedy Ihe de6c:iency. Creat can: also should be taken of the wood., which 
prulect these rivuleu from me beat of the sun, and p~vent them, probably, from 

being fl't',quently dtXd up, II, they appear to be supplied by the rams and moisture 
of the ,ttulliona. .BtlideJ, if the wooda were to be clcai'W away, lbtre would be 
daDstt of losing the toil, which, .0 longer connected and kcpt together L..;' the 
IOOtI, &c. would Ilide ofF imo the Anee Counois. . 
~ from the interior pan of lbc: harbour to this .pot. is through fragments 

arihe-.ouftcaUt, cmfuk:dly intermillgled with large pietes or rock. and acro&s hil

loco wWdt 11& fonDed by them. 
The .u.'; 1bc F'1dd of Man, and at the uttanity of the harbour, i. compoltd 

w. bell of riel. cIIy miad with DiDII; beneath which, it i. probabJc, tbere an:: 
.. sa. kiacl CI{ftIcb .. are JeeD in the lOWD, and at the entrance of the plain. 

T _o __ ............. c ... c tm. plain. akirting the mountain. of La Decou-
.... diaccM:r ...... if ;p driI pill baa DO tolidily, being colbpWCd only of 
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8u.c.oiBiDt. and I kind ofd.y, but in I _0 qutDtiq'. la the ... ".,. " .. 
Firld of Man tbere i • • coune or clty, .tmo. 0l'I the lIP'oa. .... mbed willi 
pavt'L Arler having pwed the UuJelllounlaha, QII • Jet.'CIwidl the Fie~ of ...... 
it lppnn .pin. In lOme pIKe. il i. wimolll -nY abl(1Urc I and aka cI ci&~ or 
ten feet in length may be euily tbruJI. inlo ii, without IDCt:ting any re.Asranca. J& 
i • ..-hat some call quaILing c:artb. 

11 continues to be mi~ .ida gravel u far as lhc: rh'C!' of Latanien, and ~wn 
beyond • acnall brook, _beD the ground rUe.. It may also be perc:eived, alter 
having lUmc:d the Long mGuntaia, to the fOOl of Pieterbot. Laatly. il may be traced 
in the .ay td \he Creal river in the Anc:c Counoil. It i. Ipin perceived on ap. 
proacbing tbe bouom of the 1tIOU00ains; from whence h may be infmed, lhat the 
mountains at thc cxlfemity of tbe harbour, tho.eof La Decouverte, the lillie moun
Ilin, the Long mountain, and even Paeterbot, reSl on I bed of day. 

'In the: district of Moka, clay i. again found at the foot of lbe mountain qf the 
s.ame name. In the cn"irons of tbi. place i. the fira caIadr:. which hh been 
already mcntiooed; ard .. It&:. wo other e»cadc. arc on dll'amc line •• nd an the 
Ame ~. i! is probable that it is the &arne banlt of clay which thcte three rivers 
have met 'With, and which they have unit1i along 'With them and dclltoyed. ia lbec 
pJace.. by the vio~nc:e and rol"Cle of their torrenu.. 

AU lhae facu clC41dy demonstral!: thai the hie of france, as it exisu al thi, <l.y, 
i. DOl. tbe immediate effecl of a volcano. 

In !.he hie Bourbon there h a volc'no, which, however, occupicl 001, • "err 
.mall part of il J but, tlGtwithu.anding this "okano, il mUll be.::bow~ IbM. 
from lbe quaner of S1. Den;. to the poinlof SI. Cine .. iIIIIR.."ara ehe urne 
kind of conformalion as in me IsIC' of France. The qlWUl' of SI. Dc:nia, which 
is nal ad kvel, pretenu a very aingular arrangamnl, wbicIi_ be Ion! poIleftor 
to the firll drew of the ~oltaflo upon.lhi& i.land, if it Jboukl ft'IU have undergone 
any change fl'QQ\ ,hen). • 

T hi. c.uriou •• ~pncDt i. perceptible at .. rhc at. nc.u, wbale banU .. 
Itecp. and which has oat leal than from lifly SO .w,. feel depth .bove ..... '" 
the lown. JIt banks oonsiA of bed. of rodU horiaGIMHy placed OIl ew:h ...,.: 
_ aft: covered with a dry. GOdy eanh. yhicb praIaeto •• kiDd 01' GlInt "-

TIle lea more is lined wiell1lrge pe.bbla,. wbich _ WPe& carry 01' 

bad ..... with ,relt force, accompanied by a aUD"" ~ 
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remerkablt. that under thb horizoncal bed or roc~ aad on /I level with the river, 
is /lncMer bed of pebb~. like thole which are xeD on tbe lei eout, and at the 

boltom of &he river. On examining the foot of the motIDlam, of St. Paul, in 
Ihc way to the point of 51. Gille., which is- morc than .If /I league, ,II ,};e 

rocky mclvr, reu on a bed of flints or 5maU round Ilona, ""hich, .ith a lmal1 

mixture of sand, fonn a IIOlid body. The sand of St. Paul is noehing more 
than the dUll of the round flones and pebbles with which Ihi". part of lhe id.nd 

abound.; bUI the m~t rtmarkable circum5lance is, Iha' all Ih~ ,ide i, pcrpendD 
luly CUI , and very e!e\'ated in <crtaio places; and that !he section npo&el dte 
dilft'rcm beds of stones, all of which arc i lldin~ to the horizon. The point St. 

Cille. i. II kind uf c.pe: and here it evidently .ppea(J, that Ihe bcdJ of lIone arc 

not horizout.al; but, ,on tracing them for a considerable length, they seem to have 

the &.lime inclination as the 510pe of 1M: mountain. which cannot be leu than nine or 
ten d~. The $arne inclination is perceptible in the fOill! from St. Denis to St. 
P,ul. Thil fOiid crUlleS the mountain •• which may be from four to five hundred 
fachom in height. They all o f them stretch from the middle of tile island in yarious 

braadlCs, which are visibly the dfects of lomntJ. Thrtt 'of the$!! branche! are 
very 5Iecp. and the vallic! betweCn them are on a level wi th the suo It ap~rs. in 

w coune of Ihis journey, that the beds of slOne. an: not horizontal, but inclined 

towards the lea I and thiJ inclination is nearly the same as thai of the mountain. 
Aceording to M. de la Nux,in alllhco nvi~s or hollows, called rivers, we shelve. 

of rock pouc,lIed a ceruin dcgrce of inclination. In short, it is a lingular circum. 

stance, that the inclination of these rocky brils being giyen at the point of St. Gilles, 
from nine to len degrtta, aod ,he dUtam:e of Ihis point to the middle of the island, 
being likewise giYen, the beigbl r11N: wand is rather coruetly ascenainC'<i, accordir.g 
ID tbt GlCasurement of M. de la Nux. h may Jluely be aUow«i ~. a reasonable 

~ tbat some rubtcJTllneou. fire, or IOO'Ie other powerful cause, may have 
forced i'om tile boctom of the 6Ca the blode. of stone. called the hie of Bourbon. 

'IDe tile a{ F .. nce, .nd the Ide of Bourbon, It'em to h.ve originated from the 
fIDIe c:IIMew. II Ibey do DOt bear lbe leur. rr.acmblaDtC to Mtdagascar. That iwnd 
"I,. qu.,uy 10 have ro,mc:d a part of Africa l bul the hks of Fnnce 

aDd to baw: belmlstd 10 my continenl. The diAricu of 

1M two plaiDilbat extead to !he foot of the molln

D epocba, d the broken parla of the: hiablands. 
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and dR pebbles which the ICII IIlI)' IaIve dI ...... or. TIle _ I of Sc. Paul __ 
10 be thu. composed, of pebbles and of.... Thi. kind or d)'ke .. 10 lilde 

8OlidilY. that the lea broke in upon it. In ~l phlces, in dx: hurricane alI7.6. 
and thrtatemd t6 RaUow up ~ whole of thlt quarter of the idand.I Al «rlai" 

limel, when the tel run. ve.ry high. tnd the bar .well,. it beau upon rfM:: thore with 
JUeh tremendoul ~nct. that etch time the mrge dashe. on iL, ~nd pinicOl.rly 

near the point of SL Gilles, the ground receivel • shock, lI'hkh is vc perceptible 
to allY one who 1'IIIY be standing on it. These coo\'uhive motion, oT the bar .t 
St. r.ul, e¥en in the finest weather, ClnnOI be turihulCd to any known ClllUC; hUI 

it U flO{ improbable 'Ml lubierrmeous fires may promote them. On the l'I:«Uion 

of the wave. from the dIorc; a perJOll ItZJJding there. fecb the dfea of • ~ 
and ""Inn vapour pauing over his face. 

The hospital of Port Lou;! is .ilualed on a banlj. of con.!, where there .te, .I~ 
the foundations of a citadel. designed by M. de I, Bourdonnais. Thw bank AIr. 

rounds the. illand, alj tbe distmce of .'bulll • qllanu of • league from die Jbore.' 
excqx of[ lhe ster:p panl of ii, ,",here the T6ck, prenit. 

AI the Do!pital, this bank is upwardt of ten feel above the level of !he ., 
and it appears to be every where of the ome height 10 windward, u welt II 10 

leeward of the isllnd, viz. from the Linle riveT lola nacq, which is nearly a third 

part of ill circumference. 

In the plain of Pon Louis, called the Camp. at leu than a qUlnef of a league 

from the b.,nk of the hospital, there an:: seY'eTal wells, from fany to &rty feel in 
depth. In diggiug them, nothing was found 'but a bed of "me.. and a kiNI of dar 
which 'contained tale and lenticular stortts, in a grt'lIlDeIIiUre .aembling rhoc 

which are found in the qua"," of Mommanre.. n.e.ewdl ... which ~illk nearly to 

the 1M'e1 of the Jea, did not produl'e .ny conti. nor u any Cound in Ihl- eleuled 
paru of the i/.and; nOl' have IheIls been di.cowered cherc, which an: II) ~ 

aroUnd me fool M the islmd. All iu: tUrface ad 1'1\'1fteI cpnsu. cl ea_ ... a 
"itnfiable ADd; and the mOUnlliNi are mauea or rock., covered ... thio be&l 01 

canh, equally "itrifiable. Thul. there i. no awe-anc:e whateVer" 1he _ .... 
covered the hie of 'Fnnce, since it W'OO1d hive leA lOme ni4cDoil aact. • 
cimt1JHlancc, and none are to be found. Tbe. t..t\k rA coni, :~~~:c::t 
been IDtntloned, being foUDCd 'by &be lea, it;, .:011"",, do • . l ..... 
r ...... (f'1/;", .. ). 
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Th~ arc ufo kinds of these bankl of coral . the fir" COiliias of ra)'l or vermi_ 
cuhlr tubes, so fine and c.om~Ct, that rkey form a body u hard u Slone: it is the 

immediate \I'ork of the polypieTL The ucond doel tlOt .I~r 10 be dte illun~iate 
~fk. of these animals, as the {>lim thaI compoic it are irregularly connected, liu 
!he. grt. (lapis arellulIl ) , which they rcumhle in lheir .rranlcIMAt; bOI, being 
calciu:.ahl.e, arc of a Ver)' ~iffef'Clll nan;re, These wral uone5.ppear to be com
po&cd of nothillg more t~an very line caldnable land and broken $hell$. The), 
a~. withom doubt, fonned by thc waves of Ibe sea, which, by bealing upon the 
c.oralt and tnadrcpora: .... ,hich it nouri5hu, reduces them to. very fine sand, wl105t ~r. 
Uckf it Ihell drive. on shore; alid having cemcntro them by tlIcall$ of a cenain juice 

which it mixe. with them, a very h<lrd stone is formed, tMa.t is clnployed in building. 
The second kind is compoKd of the fir&t , but it alford. a larger portion of lime 
from an equal quantity, The ballk of the ho.<pital is almC$1 entirdy of the titS! 

kind..: thi, bank i. about eighlY f;uholll "'ide, and one hundred and fony in len8th~ 
il lIrcltnes out between a imatl arm of the Jea to the right, and the pPrt to til,C: leu, 
.nd is about ten feet higher than the: ICI: The ascent to it, from the porI, is by. 
.n easy slope. Here the forges of the poTl have been ettttcd. Thi. kind of cape 
is composed oflarge rodt) of quanz, from four to live feet high, ,,"'hich lUi. on a 
bottum of reddi$h sand. Thi. und, or eanh. wh.icb II of ti}e same nature .. IMt of 
the wand, ""hcu put in aqua fortis, does not produce any ebullition. 'Inc: bank of 
cenl, which is-about four or five fUI thick, rew immediately upon one of rock. 
The $.lime circumRanu is visible at the powder mijl. ncar the hospital. 

The Isle of Tonnditrs i .. abo, nothing CAOrc lhan a ban\t of coral and Jhells, 
.bout balf a league in length, and half. quarter of a league wide. There are at 
f1acq I"fo-o luge: plains 0( ~ kind, which llre1Ch out 10 the right and left vf the 
fOR of dial name, if il may be: a1low«i tbal litle. The:iC- pbira are panly co\'ercd 
over ... abon grass: there are olhen, also, IJeIr the Creat baYt and thc Lillie 
river. l," proper 10 ohstn'C:, that thue plaiRi are generally overflowed by fhe 
hurricuea. ud lItVef1li of me&e Dank. are perpendicularly cleft. The same circum· 
lIlanee i .. rllII,ob«rnbie beutecn Pon Louis and lhe Great river. 

Boida'thcx pIIiDI or bank. of coral, wbicb lhe sea sccnu to have formed alld 
aha ............... w... U almoll entirely IWTOUDdcd wich reef" which generally 
~x,CDd bill' ...... Ja .. Ita, AI high ""aer Ibn' are covered; but when 4 is 
~ lbere is aot ... _. foot and half of wiler over ,be whole .pace 'to'web 

N 
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they occupy; and thell a pauage U pr"cticable oW'r many parts of them. Noehm, 

can be more igruable: than the panies of ple,lIure among them, when the sea is 
tl'W1quil, anp tbe weather is fioe; IS they repracnt a forest o f coral Af all colours, 

whose: mms appear above, the water. At the Jlme time the polyp\ are seen to 

come from their celb in the form of plumes, and various fish of the mOSt beautiful 

colours also present themselves to the view: the boltom iJ IikewHe decorated with 

oursinJ· of different kind. and hues; though they are found in still greateT numbers 

in the recuse. of the coral. 

After pies of wind and hurricanes, the shores are stre .... ed witb the remains of 

the rtUJdrepor.r,t filkd with these oursin.", and an infinity of fragmenu of other 

kinds , and the lea rises in .. ucb a manner, alld ,., luddtnly, on the edg,e of these 
reef., that veucls may range along them to get into port. 

The reefs arc nollung more than coral, or madrcpora; worked in the ~ by the 

polypi, and form a con~ide.rable steep or perpendtcular babk, which is continually 

augmenting, either by t-e labour of tbose animals, Or the power of the sea, which, 

in its boisterous Itate, coven it with fragmems of the same lubstaoce. which it has 

broken off from their beds, or forctd up &om its own depths. The particular spots 

which tbe billows ba\'e reached during the hurriur'lC$, are evident from the bed!; of 

fragments which the aea hg left on withdrawing itself to its natuDI limits. Ind~, 

lhere is every reason to conclude, that hereafter a dry panage will~ be obtained to 

tbe vr:ry brink of the rcdi of the jstc of France; u the foot of t~e island will be 
prolonged ill such a manner, that t.~ space now under water will bacoroe plains, 

like !hOIlC which have been already deKribed. 

The hies of Amber, lO the .... indward of lobe 11k: of France, are abo a consider_ 

able rna. of coral, which the aea formerly cast up, and aflCl'Wanh abandonN, as in 

the hIe of T onneliers. 11lerr: is no doubt but these island. and plain. of coral 

~su on a base of v'itrifiable und a.nd rock of quar~ which may be suppoted to be 
.. prolOngation of the hie of France; and that, 1T0m the indination of itt beda, it 
bal proceeded, as well II the hie of Bourbon, froln the bottom of ~ It.L 

LI1IJillOUI GUJbe$, {$c. 

uminous &loba are oce;uionally seen at Port Louil, whid., hrina: fIII tOtiallcd 

by wry high U'\Oumains, Ihat check the coune of cbe windt, are COOll: .... If 
t Conib. .tdIah.. 
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December, 1760, at lhe height of about eightttn degrees from the extremity of lhe 
port. It was foUtwent>' minotes in diameter, and divided insuntly into two sn1all 
pyramids, or names of fire, which remained nearly at the tame height, while a 
5Illall detached portion of it descended some degreel lowt' r. The .... hole pas~d off 
without explosion, and la.stcd at most five Of lix seconds, wilh a very luminmlJ 
effect during iu pawge. 

On the 11 th of June, 1762, at three qUiiIRcn of an hour ancr sunsel, another of 
tbese fiery metecrs Will secn in the environs of lhe unith, which was larger in ap_ 
pcarance than the sun or moon, and surroundt'd with flaming hair. Ii pas5Cd on 
with considerable rapidity u.. the south cast, and ""u .extinguished withoUt any 

explosion, behind the lop of the m~ntains, dragging aft~r it a tail like that of a 

sly rocket. It was about thirty M:COOW in its passage. 

ne following Letter war addruud by M. Fortill, to Mr. Ahraham, aJ the 
Ide of France . ' 

,. You must nave perceived the meteor that appeared yelterday evening, and I 
atDd you tho result of my observations. 

" I was 5itting before my houle. when two flad'lO of lightning, immediately sue

ceeding exh olher, and of a fit'ry red, suuck my eye. 50 forcibly, that I imagined 
some part of my buildings had taken Gre. I arose immediately, and oot su

ing any appearance about me: that jUldfied my alarm, I turned my eyes towMd, 

the ,ky, when I perceived twO small douds of smoke, like those produced by 
bom!» when Ihey burst in tbe air. I ba.fened instantly to my pcnd",lum, when 
I observed that it was ,ix o'clock, ninc minutea, and about fifteen sccondJ. 1 

Ihea muined as hastily to examille thelt: amall cloud,. Some time after, tWO 

clap. I'IIpidIY Il.Icceeded each other, like two very loud reports of a canno", 

wbich aotwi tbl&anding appeared to proceed from a great distance; they re_ 

echoed afu:rw.,da in the air for a tnOl)'It:nt. I ran instantly to the clock, and fotmd 

it to be Ii .... 'dock, thinecn minutes, and about four seconds. So that allowing 
~r the lime in JOins to and remming from the dock, the lOW duration of thi. 

pbttt\OmCllOflYU &Jarcc miotUa and forty-Sve tCCOOd., which appear to give a gfeu 
diuaDte." 

N. 
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l'1tI Jolfrr.l.'illg .1&COlwt of II.>. lIltS of FraNa rr"J IWurbo", bal lN,n 8h1e" '" 
M. It Genl,l . \ 

" There Itt'. properly speaking, no di~~~ in the hl~ of France; Ihal i~ til) ,.,., 

in the phmtations; fOl" at the nonh-"'6t port, the 5eun 'y sometimes make. ill .. 

peanmce. 1 he lOui.h..cUI ont', on the cOIlLrary. i. ,'ery wholesome

l 
.nd _ 

... lDicII.>d with ilCorbutic conlplaims Irc $(':nl there in order to be curro :rite inh~ 
bitanu hoWeYcr prefer the smaU~ and lest he.lth~, 'to the odlcr, 1'0 hleh is among 
the lil\e$l harbour. in lhe world. 

,. The hie of France may, Ihtrefore, be COII!i~ as a ''try Jiappy dil1\ilte; 

and the .Isle of Bourbon &eems to be , tilt stlllerioI fdr the Salubrity Bnd sonneu or 

the air: nor have J tver known a place in which affability, lOtial cheerfulness, or 

hospilalilY. WC~ morc prcvalenLlhari in d~ bland dr-BuurOOn. 

" The lands in the Isle of France bear a larger proponion of annual pMduc~ 

lhan those of Fran<tr lhey tlo lfot howe\'tr la)' f\lllow, nor art Ihey n1anured. 

They appt'ar very dry. poor, and arid; and Ult \,caetab1u draw alilhe nourisimlt:,n~ 

from me ,,'atef Rnd the air. In f':Icl, with a certain quantit), of waler lind propor
tion of beat, the most undy iOil wi!! become producti\'e: which is provtd by thd.e 

small rbcky ulands SCllttered through the: seal"ofthe torrid zone, and cmtred with 

woods of the brightcM. \'udUlC. The land of the hie of France is of a dark ,M, 

and nlixed \\ ilh ferruginouj m:tuer. The und of the ravine. and ,i¥eB is the sana 

of a mine i thaI of the loCa.shQrc i. calcareaul; and in IIIe year 1770, the Governor. 

who had bctn persuadcd b), a prl\"at.e ~r.son then inhabiti", lbe i.I .... thai he 
would produce U)'ual gla5;SC1 cquallo thosE of Fnmce. lOme lIIhalt«l ~ made 
toward. such a manufKture. Thc obj«l tyf sucb • braoeb or ~e would be 
to .lI.ppir the Indies.. 

.. The manb: Rouristiet in the hie of F~ .... the 6nest grow at ~ 

I'nO\lSIeI, and the Long mountain: it rcaiaI eipeem III6IIlhI in the sroaM ..... 
it j& fit. for uSot:t and then it i. as thick ••• nan ..... 

'" The ffiah.c i. vcry ,ucceWuI: ie re:.qulru a bDf'lid: able qualltity4 ...... '" IiMI 
beat, to th.lI the IWOn of the nlJl"th..cut wind ~ with • the.... "The'diIcriCt
of f1acq. which i, a quarry ofmelo. ptodIIcea ..... 5ddI.ooIl""'~"". 
able to cc:m, the inhabit;tlltlt cherdOft. de. • ...,. tile ........ 
moiu .. ohe pI .... whkh m.y o<xup;ed. _ Itlo li>oJ" .... ~ 
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to lhe heigh: of from (-ighl to len feet. Though il generally requitcs a large portion 
or moislUre, any great quantity or rain is not nttesurrlO it in Ihis quarte-r, as the 
de"'J are very abundanr; llild rocks, which keep the earth &om becoming dry, pre
ierve the loilln the requi~itcvtal e of bumidilY, $0 Ihllt the crops never fail; Ind 
unpromising i~ the soil is, the inhabitants Iouk for twO, arid wmetimes threeh;uvests 
in the coune of the year :_such is their wcalth and their commerce, A eCTl<lin por_ 
tion of it they pour i nt~ public magazine.,; with the re$t Ihe-y nourish their .la\·e5, 
baner for corn, and feed their hogs arid poultry, .... iLlI which they traffic, 111ey have 
e\1~ry con\'t:'nlcm;e tbat is to be derived from water, as Flacq is iI. kind of ardlipe_ 

\ol'go, on account of the \'1Irious I:iranchc5 of water that int.c:rsect it. Thi. quarter 
also Ixmeues, in the low grounds lo ..... artls the sea, somc parcds uf ground which is 
proper for the cultivation of flce;" and M. Ie GenLiI adds, thai, ill his ti11'let " it 
Wi! thai parI: of the islam! which supplied the Company's m.lgazine wil h .uch a 
na:c"ary artitle," The plantations w!lich are more exposed, Bnd havc noneof these: 
ro<:ks, do not iuccud ~ .... 'ell in tllc growth bf maize . 

.. In Ihe hIe of Bourbon the cr0p5 are very gc:ocrally abundant, and irs tom ap_ 
proaches in qualIty thai of France, though ils situation i, between the tropia.; but 
its soil possesses a greal clegree of elevation. 

'1 JAw," coolinues M. Ie Gentil. " on my return from Pondicherry. in the year 
'770, in lhe tll1e~of F'rancc, under the cuhivaiioll of the: Curatc of J>amplemou~, 

a $mall com field, .... hich 'wore • very lint; appearance, Wall of an equal height of 
aDaUl three ket, and, accotslirlg to the declaration uf lhe ecclbia"lic, bad, in a 
former year, yidded firteen fold • 

.. At Flaeq. the! corn generally producer Iweniy fold, and. sometimes thirty in , 
~.I'0dnd j but no more than len in thai which has been in a 1001g and succeuive 
&fill! o(till.ge. Bul 10 ensure ,uch a produce, there must be a concurrence of 
fttdtbbltf tiraimsumces 1 the rau and the birds must be checked in thcir dens_ 
Wk:M1) ..... muSt fall in that degree of moderation as not to beal down the crop;. 
an6 ie mWt he prtIerved from the mildew • 

.. The ... t1~ty or corn which is grown in the hIe (If France appc:ars, ~I 
Ant, CO be I\tbcr fttIIordinary .. as Ihe mode of cuhivation is superior to that of 

.D!tofNt. TQftI it illOWD,aad bere it is actually planted, on aecoulll of the rocks, 
dIttt wnt Dbt .. lit .. · of the plough, abd DlOre barids are co/&:quendy ,nc... 
-.r. bl1tlW' ..... ldicvcd by a fallow, or ,wtainCd by manurt 
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" M. de la Boordonnais, whole l'jews in Jl':ltling the hie of Fran;ce were purely 
commercial, .... ished to introduce ,ilk·",·orms and indigo. IL is prub~blc Ihat conon 
Will brought into this i~l~nd by th~t d.i~lingui5hcd person • 

.. I h;il'c met with peoplc," continues M. Ie Centil, .. who hal'c pretended that 

the iron of Ihis illand is of no \' ~lue. but I differ in opil1ion from them, u I hiill'c 
Amples of it which justify my duu:nt. I t c~nnot indeed bt: denied that it has a. 
"err mocierate sale in the IhdifS, .... ·ben comp;J.red with that which is exported from , 

. Fnnce; but that proves nothing more than itJ inferiority to Europe~n iron, with

oot confi rming the dq>reci~til1g opinion of il. .Besides, the mooe of extracting dv: 
mrul from the'canh, and Ihe lubsequent process to purify and render it malleable, 
must, in a great measure, influence: its final value. The foHowing e.rperiment. 
howeycr, will detwnine Ihe qU;J.lities and nature of the i ron found in this island. 

"The masts of vessels being made in Europe of a light wood, the circlet of 
iron '<IJhich are applied to mengthen and support them, link into it. In the hie of 
fnnce, the wood which is employed to splice the mas:a, i. extremely hard, and. 
not 'bnly resists, but, from its claS!icity, breaks the circl~'Europe;tn iron. Those 
madc of the iron of the Isle or'Francc, employt4, irnhe French vessels during 
lhe lUI war, and ,.·otlr.ed al the forges. of Mr. Hermw'., were the only hoops of 
this kind that resi.u.ed, and remained firm. This circurn5tance appears to be decisive 
in favour of the iron of Ini. island. It has been said, and many have believed. 
Ihat the whole of this island is iron. T hcTe i. certainly lOme iron thcr~, but not 
equally abu ndant: and the forges have been erecled wbere the ore is thc le.a pre. 
vaknt. I t i , by washing the carth tbat the mineral i. obtained; and some time since 
it was brought. IQ tbe !pte of the kiln, on the side of which the PalouilJarfi is est •• 

bJi.d!cd, in a fine plain. TheM: worlu .... -ere, for rome lime, lucceuful from lhc: ad. 
VillUS-: of 3 favourable vein, but they have since been abandooed, though the plain 
has not been completely ""ked. It. ,man portion of mineral wa" ho .... ever, found 
in 1770, and that WI. felcbc=cJ from more tban Iht: di, taQce of balf a league from the 
kiln : belidet" the mineral was poor, Will fOU!Mi in veins or rUTrOWI or li \tIe length, 
and but rew feci under ground.. J know not," uY' M. Ie Gentil," if tne Cl[uvuiaD 
aunlr. to more th;u, eight feet, arICT .... hich was a bollom of rock, and a lUnd of", 
sandy nOlie, whieh wu good for nothing. Tbe mine al Pamp!emouues, if it .. 
serve IhaI. title, is not rich, and seems to be furnilhed wilb whill mioeral it~ .. 
by the i:lrcc of the. rains, which wash iL down &oca Ihe hip,landIiaIo .,... 

• 
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1M It h .. been Aid, thai on~ hundr~d pounds weight of this m,nenl will give: 

6f'teen poundJ of wrought ir~n; but M. Ie Centil saw, that niac ,hollsand pounds 

of mineral gave from ri~n hundred to l WO thousand twO hurtdruJ pounds of cast 

iron. This is aboUt twenty per cenl. ; but these liftecn hundred, o r 111'0 thousand 

two bundred pound. of cut iron, did no~ give half that quantity of wrought iron; 

consequently this Inine did ne t produce more than ten pounds ef wrougbt Iron for 

u ch hundred of mineral . 

• , At Villeb~8ne the mine appcartd te be mere abundant ; but it il the distance 

of a league from the forges, ill very devaled spou, and lnteneeted by ravil'lCl and 
precipice.. I n the Still more dcvatC'd pans, such as the military quaner of NotIVtlle 
Duouv.rtt, the mines appeared fiJually productive; but if Vtllcbagt,e is excepted, 

lh~se fPOu give bUl liule encouragement to establish forges, as there is not sufficient 

...,ater 10 an5w~r all thei r demands: nor is it probable lim the proprietors of the 

forges " 'i ll cve:r go ' ;"0 or three leagues from Pamplemeu\scs among frighful moun. 

tains, and wherc therc are no roads,lO rakc up the ground, in order te bring iron 

Ie their furnace's; besides, these mines are, as it were, on the ,urfolce of lhe earth . 

. The Ean India Company had 5C1 apan, for tbex forges, an exte:nt of wood or ten 

thousand acre:" called the Reserves; Ihey then imagined, that, by making regular fall . 

in these l('Jfry woods, they .... ould shoot-forth again the following year, and th.lII Ih~ 

young trees being left UII'OUC~ would replace the larger onel. But how many 

gent:Talions .... ill pUi away before this !lne fo r~st i. reproduced? as, according to lh~ 

opinion ofM. Ie C~nlil, tbe. wood.oncc CUt down, lIllhe: hie of France, de not grow 
a!;llin ; 10 that the forest .... hich is appropriated 10 mainuin the fire at the forges of 

MonrlMir, will soon be: traNformed into a VIIstdcsert . In the year 1770, tbe people 

belonging 10 them were obliged te go a league and an half to felch charcoal, and 

cvery yur will prepoltionably innusc that distance: JO tha t the mm!).1 decrease of 
wood and mineral, will insensibly bring on the d~ClIy oIthi, branch of commerce • 

• , Co{fc:'C il a v.luable production : it il plantCfl in the: Jsle of Bourbon at six £eet 

diallnc.c. One foot is $upposed to give olOOUt four pound,; nevenheku a Ir~~ iI 
not e:xpe'ctm Ie produce more than a pound of cofre~: 50 thal II plamatioll which 

pone$$~.lifty thousand fCC't ef co«~, does not yield more than fifty tkoU501nd pound, 

of il: a, d fOf ~vuy thouund feel a Negro i, ntCC$8ary fer its cultivalion. The 

Comp.IIY has., for II IonS lime. fixed the price of coffee: in lbe h Ie of Bourbon, fo r 

.bich it.gol\'t cis-ht.pence pcr pound; w Wt a {llanicrpoacssed of fifty thouWld . . 

• 
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~ or wife<:. lIo'ai secure ofthc anpual ~t of ,,,CnlY thQwaftII "viti, _hitla is. very 
considerable rc\'cnue: in I coun1l')' where aU tlle I'tCtlsariel of life ~p-odl&ted in 10 
greal abundat1C~ and arc: to CXc:d\c:il11 "U~~ •• (ij\lle, kw. poultry, vtgeable .. du. 
The anic:1fs principally wan&rd are win~ and clothing, and IbcJl: i5 pI.IIlY of cQr&oa 
tq bancr for them; 'I\'hKh mli!;\ consequently be a kat\ing ohj~1 of cbmmerct. 

" Tbe. coffec_t rc(: iJ a nat\"c of Ilut countrie~. hijt it W~" U?t f1purilb equall)f 
in them all, and from Ihal circum~tance proc«d its diffc,~nt c;walw"- The bc~ 

'coffee is frow Arabial that of ManiDico and thc hie: 9f Bou,~ is lhe next 

in CJlimalion; while Ihl\ of Jaya and Ccyloll " ycry inferior. Tho~ lui places' 
are nc\'crlhclqi nearer lhc line; and the heal mouiq be cou$equcntly gruLCr Ihtte, 

than in Ulal pan of A~bia ",·\lcrC.tllC coif(6.{reG llouri~. Moka being inlhineen 
degrees and an half of latitude, may pouc," a deg~ of htat equal, perhap', to 
that or Ja\'a aud.. Ceylon; but theYl:at pr ¥9.ka sloes not dctc::mline lhator Arabia, 
and '10 co!f<.'C is tQ be. round ,,' jtbill 6f~o leagues, qr lh4t place. Bnclraquir, 
IIh,eJl iJI\\cnly_flvc lca~uc, to tbe north Il9n4-casr. £JC Mob .. is lht marlr.cc ",here 
it is purclaucd; alld itoka, "bich i.& 4i tUaied in the midslJJ burn" aan:J.., that 
produce 1I00hillS but wtC IreCi, and are never yatered. by ~ port &om 
.... hc:nfc il i, exported 10 I9reign wunU'ies. In the: moutlll.iIt. or Arabia then:: are 
qc~onal rain,; and it i, by a judicious manaAell'lenl o f Ijbe walt:r dcrivtd from 

than, as t(ley are I)'It vqy abun<bnt, that the Antu invigorate the wltivaUoa o( 
tbc:ir coffee. "(hey arrange their ,*,ntaboll$ round the moumains in a 'Piral fOrm. 
anQ pliee lhci{ Ircq 0112 mall distance from each oaher, IDd jua below the mer_ 
voir; oc-. .. al.u .. by ,,"hleb they are enabled to .ater them .. occuioa ... y n::quirt, 
by we DlClIIJ of l>l,llilll eMnneh or lrenda. At Ceylon .nd Java the rain il 100 
frequent. for Ihough coffee requircs I (rah~ntd .nd mobt mil" a 100 gn:ll abun
dance of rain i.t rltal to il. 

"Ahhough it (' very hot It Mob dun", the IGnner months, it is ratbncool .. 
the ,,",'inter: it must, eonsequenlly, be cold WI the mountains where ,bete ~ 
of coffee are &ilu~; as in dIU pan of Arabia the mounuint rue before each ... 
ill the ronll of an amphiahcatre. 

"The Aral», to preyent the impovcrilhmmt of tbtir bod. MJOUnd the grain of 

co~ u lOOn a5 it ii planted. with I amaH ~ of oROno or pc:bbIcI. .... -pro
CCCSJ the fOOL oflhc tret. Nor do they mutilMa&he rr-._kt~ the 
boip. wbidlDlI.llR \wI Ulipcd lhI:m, .llicb i .... ...,_.~ h. 
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C4 The natives o f this country do not value the coffee that grows in the plaim; it 

is a large berry which is not CSl~N in Arabia. In proportion as the country 
recedes from the sea and risel into ~ighu, the coffee inerene. in value. II is , cillly 

cold in the mountains, and Ihcre the belt coffee is produced. Great heat) therefore, 

is not the only u.use of the superior quality of coffee. 

" I t (retus even at Senan,· the capital of the illIleS of the Iman, about firtet:n 
degrees of nonh latitude, where the: pools arc covered with icc. M. Ie Cenul canna( 

ascertain whether there arc plantations of colfee in this country. though he has been 

informed (hal the colfee trcc is found in the gardens of that cilf ..... 'hich ;5 situated 

on 11 very high mountain. There is, howc\'er, a kind of colfc:c whi:h bears the name 

of Scnan, that is in great estimation, and large quantities o f it were: frmucrly pur. 

chased by the EaK India Company, 

Of Some of the inhabitanu of the hie of Bourbon, residing in the district of Sf. 
Paul. had carried .their colfce plantations to the utmost pouible height i in fact, 

some of them .... 'ere ill In elevated si tuation four hundred fathom above the level of 

the lea, At this height lhtre i5 neither snow or ice; and the thermometer never 

sinks lower than within , ix degrees o f the freez ing point; the soil, however, was 

good i nevenheless the proprietors, in the year 1766, destroyed an these planta~ 

lions, because the trees PUt forth bllt few branches, and the knocs. which were OIl tOO 

great II di.uancc fwm each other, yielded but a iITlall quantity of fruil, which was 

large and spongy, and seldom came 10 mawril)' : for c\'cn in the lower parts, the 

han'c6t, instead of Deing gathered in the months of J uly a~ August, was neceiSarily 

ueferred 10 February, so that the proprietors of land found ,l,e cuhivation of com 
10 be mueh more profitable, 'This difference may proceed from Ihe nature of the 

soil. the ""illds. and particularly from exposition. It has been already ohserved that 

the Arabs, in thdr mode of cultivating Ihe coffce IfCC, let it attain its natural 

height, whi le in the hIes of France and Bouroon, they keep it down in a thicket or 

J;II) greater height than seven or eight feel. This method i. attributed 10 the cir_ 

cumstances of the climate, and to pre.serve the noci from hurricane., which have 

nOt so much po""'~r o\'er them in their mutila ted ' late. It i. abo well known that 

this tree IXhaU$IJ the ground in which it is plamed, so that a coffee plantation 

• Or s. .... (_ the Diction~ry or M, de II Mlrtini(~ ), or S""a, Ihe upitll of Ih 1m"" ill 
An.llia Ftli)', ,,0 IO'1aritu4I:, fIIOI'C thu! 100 le.ares from Moh, in tbe mountalm. S~ . JOIII'III:1 
ill Arabia, hy Niebur, Tom, I . 

o 
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ItafCcly lasts [roln {jru~en 10 twenty years; and ",hen the treel are become rruille~ 

and perish, it cannot be rene....C(! in the same spot, at Jean in this island, and fresh 

ground is ~quired; 11 circumstance '""hith auffitiently proves, that this ore greatly 
cxhau$ls the ground in which it is planted. The inhabitanu of ,be Isienf Bourbon, 
thC'rcforc. rcw l\'cd [0 plant COli on, which grows in the old as well as in Illb new 

plantations. 
" The nutmeg has been abo brought into this island ; but whatt,'cr altcmion may 

be paid to l u cuili\'ltion, it will be vcry inferior in quality to Ihat of the Molucca 

hlilnds.. This nUl mJuircs an ;.rid, spongy lOil, composed of cinderJ, lavas, and 

volcanoes, wilh a "cry ho t atmosphere and frequ clll rains. The Molucca Islands 
pososr$l these qualities $0 ncccuary 10 the perfection of this tree, which, rrom a want 

of them •. will not ~uecttd in tbe hIe or France . 

• , I t was broughttJH:re in the yeaI' 1770, in con~quence of an expedition in which 
M. Veron was envged. who, died at his mum. The nllls. howey hlch were 

Urn pnncipally distributed among the inhabitants, were of lhe buhrd kind, large 

and oblong, which are the gro)tlh (If Manilla and the Philippines ; and hence it is 

Uu,llhe S~niardl blau. of possessing tbe nutmeg in those island. : but this kind is 

not to be compared with lhal of the Moluccas, which is sma" and round, "cry few 

of which have been brought to the hIe of France . 

.. M. Ie Genti! hOlll'ever melllioru. that tnc inhabitanu of the Isle of France 
spared no labour o r e"pence in the cultivation of this valuable 'Pice, and 'hat a 

subsequc:nt expedition ,_ook place to the Moluccas, for the purpole of procuring 

more ofllle best kind. He also adds, that the nutmeg which wu . hewn 011 the 

Academy in me year 1773. n the produce of the hIe of France, was judged by the 
penons employed (a c:xamillc it , to Ix: the true commercial nutmeg. 

" The d ove" which were produced al the Academy, from !.he hIe of Fraoce, 

wc:re smaller than those of the Moluccas . 

• , The MangoultaD (Grn:inia, L inn. gen. No. 694) the first of fruits, in theopi. 

nion of all thole who have. tu ted it, i. a native of the eastern coaSt of Jndia, froill 

whc:nce young planu were brought 'to the lite of France in t~ yc:ars 1764 and 

J 770, blll in '" bad a "ate, that it il TlOl probable thil tree wiU .uccttd in rbi. 

colony. The ,"il in .... hich it growl at Malaca if \'cry rich and $trong. as «<II as 

,wampy, during thn:c pam of the year. It i. abo veT)' hot there, .... ith heavy &n. 

of rain. so that tbe mangoustan grow. very quick, and in a wpcrior form. On 
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the contrary, the .oil orlhe hie or France is light and 5IJldy; nor is it so hot or so 

much watered as the pc;I1insula or Malacca. This great differt:nce thercrort: in the 

.oil and climate, sufficiently explains the eau.sc why this trt:e. notwith.atanding the 

great attemion paid to il, 11U I10t succeeded in this island. 

M. Ie Gemil appears nOI to entertain any very conlidcnlilopes that the cocoa 

tree will flouri:ih in the lsle or France. He speaks of it in the rollowing manner. 

'1 When I quilted the Isle or France in 1766, the cocoa uu of Madame Le 
Juge was already of a promi~img appearance: on my return in '770, after an 

nl»ence or four years, and ha\'ing Ken the cocoa trees al the Philippines, I wu not 

iat idied with ,hat of the hie of Fr.tnce, nor of the progrtss it had made during my 

absence. It wa.s very UlOTl, when compared with the tree. 1 had ,een at Manilla : 

it seemed also to have the symplOms of old age, and of a premature decay. It 
had indeed yielded conca of a line appeilranCC. but they ocver became perfectly 

ripe: it ia natural therefore to sUP?Ole, thal the cocoa tree will IIOt flourish in the 

Isle of France." Such is UlC nature of l'!rIi, tree, and that of the Jaca (the T ijaca 

marum of the Hort. Malab.), thllt they both bear fruit alollg their thickest branches, 

and not al the end of them, and somctimes on their trUnk&, and in thcir t'OOU. This 

latter operation of nature i. a .ymptom bf their approaching decay. 11lCY begin 

by bearing fruit on the thick branches, then on the trunu, and la31ly on Ihe roo(l. 

As they ad\llOce in agr. tbe rructification approacheJ 10 the raou, and when the latter 

become the ital or it, Ihe trce is verging on a "ate of decay. Th~ circumstance 

induced M. Ie Gentillo determine, Ihat the cocoa tree which he AII' in the hIe, 
was OId\1lncing to a state o r premature old age. 

• 

0 , 
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CHAPTER IV. 

All ArcoulIl rif IN Is/olld oj Rodrigue::, or Ditgo RUYI.-lIs Sitaa/iol', ace rding 
1o ibe Admiroh Cornish alii Ktlll/Mnjdl.-Ezfract from tbe YoyaGe of M. Ie 

Guol. rtlo/rr.e to tbis Islolfd.-Circunufanctl <if bis Arrif!ollbtrt .. _ 1'be Aloie 
oj UJ. OdO/JIld ~ bim and bis Comp{U/ions.-Nollirol H iJlory. All inlal, 'P'tge_ 
tob/e,ond Mori". Prot/uctions.-Tb, inleres/inK D ljXlrturI oj M. le Gual, Ele. 
fro m flltll" for the Islolld of Mallr;t;1I1 ; their Arrirnd ther,; with tbeir Recep_ 

tion. and lubstquent Treatmtnl. ~c. 

T it t hland Rodriguez being paTlicularly 4;onnectM with the Isle of France, tbe 
following account, containing a rd:uion of the lint remarkable evenl! whic.h hap

pmed there, natunlly presents itself, II an appropriate link in the chain of our 
. . namllOn. Ji. 

This i$land, according to Adminl Kempenf,It, is situated '9 deg. 13 mi".lati~ 
tude; and the variation oftbe netdlc U lodeg. 13 min. W. It is about Iwenty-six 

miles long and twelve broad, po5Scsaing a mild climate. The country is moun~ 
lainous, and in many place, full of rod" and large stones, which cover the surface; 

though there are other. in which the soil is excellent, and calculated to produce fruil 

trees and vegetables of every kind: the garden of the French Governor is full of 

them : he has also plantations of rice, peas, and tobacw; but the best production 

of the island is the land turtle, which ia in great abun~. Small veacb are con· 

tinually employed in transporting them by tbousands to the hIe of Mauriliu," for 

!he .ervice of the hoJpital. Sea turtlu are abo \'cry ~tiful: the -sea cow is of leo 

talten, and there-is an abundance of fish of vanow ltindL 11 is however l\("celSlf)' 

10oblCl'Ve, that luch all arc caugbt beyond the reef. in deep water, are poiJonowI 

while !.hole which are t411ttn in the more ahallow parts are excellent; particularly 

the Pierre b ... , the red and grey mullet, and a fills that resembles a whiting. aDd 
which the Frmc:h call Mon au chien . 

• ".. Uland IIlIlSI _ be C(II1mllDded "ith that of Dicp .!lire' , .hidl ;1 bUI one Mt*-'b 
frwn , ..... tqlllllOI". and .. dtg.Ion,. eu"1 from Perrol _ wkh tlw ofDitr Gartia. .. bidaJnilll. 

utiI bctwec:D * ;nh aad .tII "". _til, wildr, &lUi '71on&:. 

• 
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Veud5 may entcr the pori with safely, from the cnd of May 10 Ihe beginning of 

Deeember; Ihe othC'r month, are 5ubj«t to very dangerout hurricanes. * 
On lhe nonhern side of Ihis island there is a h.y that affords excellent anc:hol1lge. 

and a secure shelter fo r ships of all dimensions. There are abo ample supplies of 

wood, and e"cellem WOller may be obtained \\'ith the greatest facility. t 
It is high wale.:. at the new and full moon, at three quarters past twelve at noon; 

N. by E. and-So by w, 'nle spring tide rises from (our 10 fh'e (eet perpendicula r 

lleight. and the common tides seldom more than a foot. There are diffcrent 

poinu of land which direct a safe 5teerage into the nonh.y.'est channel, bUI that of 

thl: nonh..cast has not the ume advantages. Tht! principal point of view for the 

former is, first, the Freneh Governor's house, or rather that of the lu~nlen_ 

dant, appoinu:d by the Go\'emor of the. hie of France, to direct the cultivation 

of the garden. there, and to overlook the park of land tunics. Secondly, the 

park of land tunles, which is on the -'Ca·shore r..cing the house. And, th irdly, 

the mountain called the Sugar Loaf, which rises above the O\'en valley. In this 

road there is excellent anchange in sixteen f3lhom water; there is also abundance 

of fuh, tunics, and sea cows, with cabbage trees, Icmon trees, &c. 

The bottom of the road, as well as that of the sides of the vallie" is sand, the 

Arne as that which covers the shore. The whole island is covered with mounlaillJ, 

wood5, and roclu:. ,.. 
There are twO entrances into this bay: that of the north-west is the best, the 

ernannd bciug the largest and dcepest. That of the north.east is sufficiently detp', 

since lnere i., in every part o f it, from five to ten fathom watr r 1 bUI there is not 

sufficient breadth between the reefs of rock •• which lie from one to f .... ur fathom 

beneath the water. This bay presents to the view One .pacioUJ opening) but d:e 

centre of it il occupied by a large oblong bank of gnd and rocks, of about eightecn 

hundred fathqrn in length. and eight hundred broad, which ~trel(hel across the open. 
ing. Tbis bank, however, is covered with a shallow sea, from 01'(' and an half to 

• lile lodril'f"- .... more IlIbjc~IIO hurriClllrt than tile ble of Fran«. 
t 'nUl account h aiffll Iccordillg 10' pllll of 11Ii.- port wcn in 1761, and made by order of 

Admiral Cornish, wbo WII tbtn U'\Ii"ing llCaI" Ibis islInd, by tM lett Admiral Kempenfdl ; which 

plan wlS ntlrvdf'd 10 I'M "" 1M Lords Commil$idml'l or the Admiralty, .. ith tilt gncioul VC'r· 
minion to nnploy il fw lhe illUltration of Ibil work.. 1 1m UndCT limilJ r obliption to OIIC of tbe 

'nJ' m p«tablt Dircclon of lbc But lod~ Comp;tPy. (NQI' qf UH ;llllbQr.) 
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ten fathom ,,'ater, but il would not be &afe to p I'S over it. The nonh-east pawge 

is be,,,,'!,"!,"n the end ofmis bank and tbe BayAuz R'qll;III ; it is about nine hundred 

falhom .... ide; but theR: are ten or t,,;elve shelves of rocks in \'anous dircction •• 

from one and an half to four fathom be~lh the .... aler. which, in fact, n'arrow. the 

dianne! o n Ihis side to a breadth of an hundred fatbom. and cannot be distinguished 

on Ihe su rface of the water, as there are no buoys, nor any guiding poinu o f view 

on this side of the island. The nonh·west entrance, which is about a thousand 

fathom broad, affords a channel, whoae bl'tadth is about four ,hundred a,\d fifty 

famom, with from ten to $il(tecn fathom water 1 but there being also four shelye. 

Qf rocks on one side. and three on the other, dispet$Cd lhrough the whole space, 

from tWQ to four fathom beneath the surface, the superior advantage ormis entrance 

arises from comnlanding certain points of view, which serve as beaCON, and ascer_ 

lain a secure and cenain tr.tck for vessels to enter into the bay. 

This b..y, which is upwards of fo ur thousand fathom in length, and three: thoumld 

broad, aff'orW: an exccllent anchorag~ u has been already ohsen'ed, ill from ten 

to eighteen fathom water. "'pe bouom of the bay consim of a large sandy nilt, 

intermiJted; wilh rock" .. 'hieb. is dry ,It low water; and to the Ic:ft of it is the smalt 

island called the Diamond, which i. opposite to a creek of the lame name laud 

another islet, caned by the English, Hoqby island, This flat is surrounded by 
rota, which rise from banks of undo Dy the ~ide of Oiamond island is another 

ba:y Cillled O yster bay, which i. the most considerable oUllet o f Ihi. road. To this 

succeech the bay of the Oven valley, where the guard-hoUBC of the Frttlch superin

tendant is placed. h wuentruslcd in the year 1110, to a Negro family. The O ven 

valley, whi.:h comains the house and gard~5 of the French Resident, is a peninsula : 

to the north of it i. the Creat bay, on whose shore i. lhe park o r tunles: to Ibe west 

and lOuth-west i. the O\'en bay; and it is bounded on the east b), a river, into whicb 

lhips ~ter to take in fresh water j they aiao ta.ke in water from the brooks that 

Clon the neighbouring valley, called Norfolk yalley. Still more to the left is al1O(her 

6ne valley, called \VatS'>I\15 "allcy, which is the most convenient place for procur

ing wood. Tbetc il nothing bct .. 'een thi. v.alley and the Bay dll Rtqllinl, which 

completes the enclO!ure of the Creat ihay, but t WO 'Iual! vallies, called the Dove 
valky, and the Lillie villey. 

When M. du Quesne, in the year 1690, prevailed on the Dutch government to 

send a frigate, in order to form an CIlabliahment in the Isle of Bocttboo in favour 
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of the refugee protestants of France. some of them gave the following aecounl of 

that island, ""'here however they did nm land, as they unexpectedly found that the 

French were in poucssion of it.· 

"\Ve very dearly dUcc:rnc:d a pltasing vltiety of woods, rivulcu, and plains. 

covered wilh the.mon charming veroUrI;! ; i1nd if "UT eyo were delighted wi th the 

plcuing prospect, our sense of smdling was not len gntifit.>d, as a moJit grateful 

odour from the onnge aud lemon trt:e5, with which the island abounda, was .... "'fted 

to Ull, though we wcre at some distil nee from the $hore; and some of us were as 

much refreshed by it, as if we had actually '~nOed there." 

The account which has been publimed of this island by 1\1. du Quesne, doc. not 

indeed mention this circumstance; while M. Delon has not only confirmed iI, but 

;lnributel the peculiar prh·jledge of this island, in not being infcilcd with serpcnu or 

venomous animab, 10 the pm"'erful cffecli of the numerous odoriferous floweTi with 

which it is covered, whoK: fngrance OperatCI as a poison to them. He even declares 

thllt be has him:;clf \'erificd this opinion by acmal experiment, 

The advemurcra from t-I ollalld were 50 much delightcd with me (irat view of the 

Island of Bourbon, that they were alfect~d with a proportionate disappointment 

""'hen circumstances ~ompelled Ih~m 10 proceed, without landing there, to the Isle 

of Rodriguez, "'here they found indeed morc resources than they had any reason 

to IUPI)('IC, bUI which weTe not unaccompanied with sufferings and misfonufles. 

One oftheae adventurers, M.le OU31, has left a relation rapccling Ihis island, of 

which we proceed to give the gene ral circum5l~nttJ. 

C;rrlJmslances (If tbtir Arrival at Rodrigut:::: • 

.. On a SalUrd~y mornillg, being the 25th of April, 1691 .. we perceived hmd, 

which was the little Island of Diego RUyi, Of Rodriguez: we approached "ery near 

ii, by the east point, be:i ring away to the south. It seemed to be difficult of acecp, 

on account nf the breaker., that ,ueleh far OUt inlo the sea, and with which it is 

rurrounded. At firll we perceived ncilher pon or hay, nor any spot which promised 

a conveniel\llandill~. Towards evening we lhrew out the lead. and fOUlll1 a bottom 

of rotten rock, at tbltt lc:aguCf (rom the land: here we can a~hor, and remained 

till Monday the 1l7th. We employed that and the fo!lo""ing day in examining the 

exterior of me i,land, in order 10 disco\'er some accessible spot • 

• M. du ~nne had Ioftn illllvcallo bctien Ihu the F~n(b h-.d, at lhi, lime, ~bandoned the 
bit of 8ollrbon. 
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.. On the 28th, about four o'c1ock P. M. w.e obser.·ed an opening, ,,·hich had tbe 

appearance of answering to OUf wishe!. but night coming on, we stood a little out 

to 1I!iI, and lay to till break of day: about cleven o'c1ock in the mor;ning, on the 

29th .... ·e w~ becalmed. a circumSUInce which threatened consideralf danger, as 

a npid currell( wu evidently carrying us among the roclu, which Itmched out 

morc: than a league into the sea . In shon, we approached 50 neat them a.s 10 cause: 

the most serious alarm, when a fnourable wind fortunate-Iy liprung up. and Javed 

UI from approaching lihipwreck. W e doubled the cape towards the: nonh point., 

and at noon the boat ... ·a! hoisted out to go in search of some inlet. I n the evening 

we Ailed 101l'anb the north..east point, and the long_boat made a 'ignal to inform 

liS that they had found an anchorage. A! .... e wert: upon rock, in no moTe than 

eight fathom water, we weu continually obliged to take lOundings. At length. 

howcl'cr, wc anchored in nine fathom, in a ~ndy bottom, having been towed thithcT 

by the 10ng-bo'lI. The following day, being the 30lh oT Aprilo .,. an early hour 

in thc morning, we cast anchor in nine fathom, with a liimilar bouem, .nd wcre 

sheltered from the euf.nd south-cast winds, ... ·hich prcdominaae in this eounlry • 

.. The island had a very inviting appe1lrancc, both at a distaii'ce, and on.ol11 near 

approach to it, This li ttle new ... ·orld lCemed to us a teal of delight; though we 

did JK>t see 10 many birds as appeared on the shore of the Island Tristan I nQ,r 

was the air so perfumed .... ith [JOTo'en as when we passed ,be I lie of Bourbon, about 

a momh before. But the aspect o r thi. illaoo was so delightful. that we could 

scan::e sati5fy ounelves with gazing at the liule mpuntainl or wlric.h it 11 composed. 

covered a$ they wete with large lind beautiful lrttl. T he rivulctl, whe»e: COLUK we 

could discern 115 they suuk inlo the vallies •• fter e"panding'in vanoul branches o\'er 

1'1 considCfllble apace of COUntry . .... hich I shall not. call either a plain or forest, though 

either denomination migln be applicd to it, flowed immediately before us into 
lhe sea. 

(0 'J'hesc IittnCI brought LO our recollection the famoul Lignan, and the various 

end:anl;n!l: spots which are 10 agreeably described in the Romancf: or M, d'Urf€. 

But other, and more important considerations lOOn aro.te in our mind. 'Ve admired 

the secrct and extraordinary operations o r Pnwidence. which, after having permitted 

UI to be ruined in our COUntry, and to be: Cft/f'lIy drh'en from it, had at las t suffcml 

UI to dry up our tean in this eanbly paradiK: 10 which we had been condut"WI, and 
... ·IlQ"t' il depended u»On ouneivC:l alonc to be rich, frcc, Ind happy. by nuploying 

our tranquil lili: in the calm enjoyment of what we ~ in gtorifyillg the 

f 
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Author of all good, and advancing oW' final .. Ivation. We were all of us occupied 

in such delighlful meditationl, wben the Iong.boat If" hoisted out to take us on 

Ibore. A. then:: was a general eaganeu to quit the &hip, I cUd lIot pre" forward ; 

and the boat being full, I r'mlilinc:d behind. In the evening lhe captain returned. and 

gave me an account of the wonders which he had .teeD; but be ehose to indulge 

himself in a S1r~iD of exaggeration. which was contradicted by a very early expe
rience. He spokt: of -atrimab alld fmill which have nc\'er been $Cell in thi. iab.Drl. 
though he brought. with him 6Cveral birds which "'ere f:l.l and well tailed; a nd J 
lJIade a very agreeable repast o n these DCW and unknown \'iands, The next day, 

May I, 16gI, Ijoiaed my companions on ,hore . 

.. This uland, which U called Diego Rodrigo. or Diego Ruy., or Rodriguez, i. 
uttWc ill lhe nineLCCnth degree of tomh latitude, and about tweuty leagues in 
circumCc:~oce. 

7btir E;Jtub/lJbment in tbe / SlUlld, 

If We eatablished ourselvesLO lhe NNW. oflbe island, in a fine valley, and near 
• large brook of extc:llern vata': but it v,'u not till we bad examined e\'ery part, 
at we prefemd Ihe tpOl, of which 1 man now gWe the de&eription, 

• A .wI river that rilC$ ltCar ,he middle of the island, and about four CI' five 
thm.od patel iilbovc !be Kite of our huta, furou, by filling from rock. 10 rock, a 
lbccctIion"of cueadea, huon., and piecet of WlllCf', tbal would adorn lhe garden. 

0(. priDeC'. In warm and dry SCISODI it rccei"eJ but liule water from its 50uree .. 

but, at aU times, the tide keep. q NIl to the 'pol ",here 'he land bcginsw rise. This 
aide of the riv~ i •• in ....... leu elevated than tbe other, and 1$ wmelimC$ inun. 

clMecl bythc rains that accompany the haaricanet. 
.. Pierre Thomas. one of our pilou, determined 10 inhabit a .man island ronnecl 

by 1M brook. He accordingly built his hut, made his little garden, and threw • 

caupJe • bridsa over the branche. of We SlJUm. D uring any inulldatioo bt; 

g,ed 10~ iD .. arec, aad alway. made hi. l ituation pleasanl to himsclr, as wdJ 

II .8-..,1o ...... ~ .. He ug. played upon lhe flulet and wu Ihe only 

penon ......... +1InOkod tobaeco, \VbeJa IN ,tock wu exhallllCil. he .up_ 
ftlicd it 1Iitb die'" 'ftlol mrain tmaln the lund. The hut nearest \0 this 

Wandwu .... ~ .. tlJIqe. He .... .,profuaion,a aolilsmilh, and had con
~ a forst, ao "JI~c:d lose bilboufC $ODlCwballQ[ger than the rest. 

~ n. hUla were ... __ .Ifteen leet ~uart. ac:cording to the fancy of 1bt 
p 
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buiWen. ~ trunk. of the lataniert fonned the walb, and the leave. or the IIII'It. 

lfte covered the roof$. The huu ",'ere at lOme disWICc from each other; and • 

palisade incloacd our gardtnt. Near me water Will Ihe lown--holUe ... here '*' 
lillie republic ulea 10 IWelDbk to deliberate principiHy concen;Ung the Iff ... of 

the k.itthen. Thi. building 'WI' twice tbe size of the others. Here our fOod 
WJIII P~pired; and under a larse tree beaidc: the hut..e uJed to cat ii, TbU tree 
.prcad ill thitk branches over UI,.nd defended III from the beat 0 the climate. 

I t wu in the trunk of this tree tbal we Itoopcd a ni the. as a rttejltade for dke 

memorials which 1 ~hall particularize in a future page. 
" On the other aide of the Wiler, enctlyopposite to the building which,wc elliot 

the public hotd. WII the public garden. II was a Jpot offifty or sixty fecuqulfe. 
Jurrounded by a palisade abom six fect high, and fonned in such a mallllC:r u to 

prevenllhe smallen lonoiH:s &om pauing through it. 
"The hUlof M. Ie Guat .... as situ:llebctwccn two flower gardens, and 

• large Ute, which protected it on lhe aide or the sea. This t rtC ,i,tdoin 
which bore lOme ~dblanoe 10 an oliye, and whose kernel was a fayourite: food of 
the parroquet •. 

. 
" A link lower, and nt'aTCr the wale'. wlS the abode or M. de Ia Cue.- This 

brave mao, who i~ at pJ'eF.m In America, bad been an officer in the UOOf' of 
Buadebourg, and knew what it was to live in Iml's. 

.. On the 0Ihc:r side or the rivulet. between the linle island.,and the public prden. 
M. Tescard erecled h" habilation: ' bis sad fate will IOOfI be related, and the DKIIt 

,iOC'tn: ~grct ,.·hich will eyer accompany the remembrance or tba ..... ad 
gallaflt man . 

• : M. M. B-"Ic and Boyer inhabited the __ dwdlitJ&,.wft.icb they had ereaed 
at a anal! di$lance rrom the brook, and ne.~r to lbe.ea. The lauer or them died 
in this i,land, aad his ashel rqJO~ there. The epn.pb which wn inscribed oa his 
diu.ant tomb, dectare5 our opinion of hil exceUence. ~ lOrmer ,tilllivei. Wbco 

vo'c Wete at this island he was not more m.a IWOlf yean or age ; buz. wbile be 

po~ the vivacity natural to hi, period of life, he: had the CODIpOIIIrr" auktncII. 
and discretion or a more prok>nged expcrie:nce. He had received a &oed educa
tion 1 and the au\-antaga be Mel derived from it bew .. read, to commuaicate 1O.u 
aJ'OIIl1d him. It Will priDci,.tly 10 bit. iIMadft piw. ... w: WCftI aaMed 10 

• TIle n-. oil:!. Cut,.Dot Tcttard. COOl. 1II.wc.a. boniD_ ............ " 
'r-, u4 JIourka. 
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CiDrlllruct the veuel, which will be herraflt:r ~tioned. as well at to succeed in the 
manufacture of hats, which proved 10 useful to us. 1 mall also remark, dUI, 
excepting Pierre Thomas, and R. Ansil;n. who were of a low origin, we were, aU 
of us, superior to want, and had not thrown ourselves from despair on a deun i~land. 
or from not having a place where to rcu. the soles of our feet . Many of the party 
were pttsons of good family, and some property 1 but •• this colony of M. du 
Queme made lOme noi.l1e. and we were young. healthy, active, and without anT 
incumbrances, the spirit of enlcrpdzt induced u. 10 make this vOY'ge. 

"The m:e, which " .. erc lCauered about our liule town, wqe the remain. of a much 
larger no,mber, which we thought proper to clear away. This wal no very difficult 

talk, as the Jtlil iI very light. and me rOOI. easily separattd from it. When';c had 

6niihed OUT humble habiullions, the captain of the frigate, who had remained fifteen 
dayt in the road, bade adieu to us, when be had provided the nl..cesnry refrc$hmeuu, 

He did not however think proper to leave every thing which had been designed 
for UJ: nor did we fail, in OUf letltta to Holland, to give him llJe characta which 

he deKrved; but, as we were afterwards informed, he very discreet1y did 'not deliver 

them to the pcnoru to whom they were addressed. 
" He however left UI a quantity of biscuit, with firc-anns and ammuniti~ tOOb 

(or agriculture, saws, hatcbcts. and Ihe ncceuary imp1cmenu for building; IOIne 

household utena.ils, mills. fishins neu, and linen; besidel. tach individual had hia 

own baggage and privale .tore., The merlicinc cbeu by some inadvertence, u 

may be wpprued, wa. not brought on shore . 
.. Pieln Thoma!, • hal bten already mentioned. had tjuarrelled 'I\'ilh the 

captain, and being afraid of returning with him, wished 10 remain in the iiland; 50 

that he would have repaired tbe lou of one of our companions who died at aea., 
lIear Mucaregn<u,; but the captain, on the very eve of his departure. came Oft 

Ihore. and took away tWO of (jut companions, Jacques Guignics and PiCI'Iot, 10 

ilia! the whok of the little colony consincd of DO more Ihan eight persons, 

Deuri/JI"'" rf 'bn Island, and aJ ifl Natural ProductUms • 

.. When the Ihip wu lone, and 'I\'C were ail of us recovered from our fatigue" 
we made a tour round. Ibe iIland, 10 QllCOVer if it aH'olded a mpre eligible $pot than 
bl which we hacl ..... ; bul though there wcrc iC\'eral siluatioM cqually COOl"C
aiau., mere WlJ not one which equaJltd that .bich we had Klecttd. in point of 
~I)'; we ,bmfOl't adhere. to WI fznt. choice. 

• 
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.. As soon a. we had d~ared as much ground .. was necellU)' tor our pHftdpa1 
prdtn, we .so" .. ed OU f Ittda, of which we bad gmt abuntl.ut«. and of.ll1Oaa 
kinds; but lhole which were brought from H olland WCTe ipOiIcd bY~be: ~a atr, .. 
we had omitted to put them in bonles , and &Cal chern close: ..,e had, howe\·er. 

procured othm at the Cape of Good Hope. There came up but 6ve plautsof the 
common mtlons. and no more of !.he wlla'.melon; three of cn,dive, the. sariif' number' 
of ,.,.~al, with some artichokes, puulane. radish«. mustard, atocks •• nI! trefoil. JOe 
3locks grew to be of a considerable site, Ihlt they did not bur Bowen, and in a 
~hon time the), all perished. The radi~hcs .. CTC all dcSlroyed by the worm. bdbre' 
they were in a ~Iale 10 be caltn; bUI the meionJ required. very 1In11l degru: of 
cultival ion, and produced fruit of an uncommon nt.c and cxquiailc lI,vour, ard 

though ealen to elCcess, did 1101 produce any unp\t'asant eflC.ct. They wer& 
in a cominual state of production throughout the year; but vie found front 
expericnce, that those which were plantcd in the ,hlllle, suc«Cdccl belief than 
such as were cntire'J exposed to lhe lun. Among tbe~e water·mdon ptarllJ 
lhere were two kind" the !cland the while; and they IO~S grew to auch a si~ 

that t~ whole J».rry found onc of thC'm tOO mucb for 0" rtpast, 'Vhen ".(' mixed 
a f~' ashes with the eanh in which they ~'cre SO~'J1. they produced an uncommon' 
':IuantiIY, and :lc':Iuircd aD higher degree of fla\'our. The anicholtcs Stew 01011. 
luxuriant]y, but they yielded a very small fruil; indocd we Wert di.~ 10 suspect. 

that they were of an inferior kind, The endive, punlanc, and mustard, exceeded 
our aptclations l'bUI we could nol, by any culii\'alion in our power, deprive IMai 
of a bittrr IUle, Of thc three grains of wheat which were -'n, we could preatl"Ye 
but one plant. Thai however put forth more than two hundred Item .. and encouraged 
us to exptet a proponionablc harveu: but Ihc plant lOOn degenerat~, Rnd at Imgth 
pn.oduccd a ki~ of tarel: a circumllance which cau~ 1'10 cornmoo dillppouu. 
menl, as it depri~cd UJ of the pleasing pro.pect of obtaining bread . 

.. It il not ~,,'~er to be concluded. thai the change of wheat into lara. i. 
a nanlTal eon~uencc in tN. island, bccaUIC lOeb a degeneration ofien t.ppIisna in 
Europe 1 on the contrary, it may ,.the, be suppo.cd to ha\'e ari&cn tram dte laooD
mkrate manna in whleh the K~ .as IOwn • 

.. The ai, of Rodrigun la "cry pw't .l1li whalaome; lind, .. a proof or "- not 

.4 ODC of us wa •• ick during the two year. we teeDan.m Ihcrc.~W' !be 
great diB'rTtrJce or climltr and mode of noorI~t. Tht vhoee 
mnains we lefl behind us. 100 his life in c~ orr.. ,ThC 
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heau of the summer arc very much moderaltd. u . at eight o'clock in the 
morning, a light nonh·east or north.west wind constantly rue., and gives such an 
agreeable fremuel! to the ai r, and l UGh a temperature to the houea. season, that 

the who;c ytar appears to be one cantinual spring or aUlumn I .. it i. never tOO 
cold to fo rhid the pleasure of bathing. The nights are mlld and rdre.shillg. It rains 

• ~ but ytry seldom ; at lea!t \\-'C never expc,rientl!d rain btl! for a few ""ed u rur the 
hurricane. in the mont s of J a!luary and February. Within an hour alie r ,he rain 

has falle n, lhe ground is sufficiently d,' to admit of will king. The de .. ·" which are 
abundanl, supply the place of showers ; and as for thunder, whir.;l is sometime. 10 

trancndOl.u in n rious parts of Europe. it j.s I~\'er heard in this tranquil abode. 

" T he hland, as it has been already observed, con£isu of a suc~!,iou of hills of 

various and pleasing rhapes. which are covered with flourishing trees, .whose per_ 

petual verdure offer the most pleasing scenery; and beillg seldom cmba,rraucd with 

underwood, rornl delightful groves 1 which, while they illTord a moS( refreshing shade, 

break the \·;e ..... s, some of which embrace a large extent of ocean, into pleasing and 
magni6cent pro$ptcu. T he vallie.t that scrprmine betll(een the hills pouce the 

1i.iW:S1 $Oil in Ihe world: it may be said to he entirely composed of decayed tI"C:CS 

and lea\'u. "'!.hich, being reduced to a kind of compoSI, are .... ·ashOO by time 
down the sidea of the hills 10 enrich the vallies beneath th~m: this 50il being very 

ligh" requires liule o r no culture, and is pregnanl with fertility. 

"The vall ie, are . haded with d iflerent kinds of palms. tlle ebony. and various 

Otha' m:es, whose branches and foliage do IlO(. yield in beauty to those of the 6nest 
trees in Europe. In ibe bouom of these vall iestherc are Sirtanu oflitnpid waler, 

which ue plenufully suppl ied from perennial 5prings in the middle: of :he i~land; 

and had the: course of these rivulets heen expressJy directed by tbe hand of an 10 

.... ater thia little country, they could not have been conlTi\·ed with beller efJ'ea. 
But to tbtir beauty, may be added the utility they afford to the Spol, which they at 

vnce refrab aoo adorn. Seven water- ralls may be seen al the. ume time lUmblil1g 

down from lbe rod ... into as many ba50nS. and uniting to form one dclightfui5tream . 

.. Theil: waten abound with cds of a very ex traordinary size alld exquisite taste. 

Some of lbcm 'Were so large, that one: was a heavy hurthen ror twO men. As the 

suam. are DOl deep, aud perrcctly transparerll, these mo nstrous 6sh, which arc .secn 

aa.wling along the bouom, may be easily struck witb an harpoon; though lhere 

...... occasion to employ any oilier means to take Lhcm than the: hook j as the 
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bait was no tlJ<)nn' thrown into _ .ala' tb.Ma they in_I,. tcized it. 'I1I!J &noe 
IOn'Ielimet indeed Ix<cn .hot, wim the: ordinary ammuairion or tilt ~ 

" The vallieJ, which arc fenilUcd by these beautiful riVll~U. inlefs'bly wiclmu 
they approach the sea, lil1 lhey extend sometimes iDtO plains of two daousand yaw 
broad, whose soil, to lhf: depth of eight or ten fttl. poues~ the molt fertile qUII~ 

li~ic.: they are .bo covered with thole: delightful groves which· have been alreldy 
mmtioned. beneath whose shade, in the noon·tide of the hottcsl seat:on, the air 
poueucs a mon agreeable and enJi\'CtIins frcshneu. The trea shoot up Ihcir tulied 

top' to lhe lame hc:ight, and imerlacing their brancbe. with each other, form a suc
session of lufy c.anopiu wbich b\e.nd, as it wen:, into a large placform of nevc:f_ 

failing verdure; while the SIOllS, like 10 many ani! and· 1DflY pill.)n, at once 
.uppon and nourish it; an unrivalled example of the m:hitttl.urc of nature. At 

the &ame lime tbe greatest pan of the 'feCi which adorn this liuie paradi.le, arc not 

less useful to the service, than gratifying to die SCI'l6O of man. The different kincb 
of palm tree, are .. .lmany astonishing magazines to supply tbt ntCtUafics of life : 
their fruit is excellent; while the juice which {low. from their trunks is, witbout 
any preparation, a very delicious and salutary beverage. The leavea of some: of 
them arc esculent, and of a gratcful lUlC; while others ~ar a re.emhlance to linen. 

and .ilken ,tuffs. These wonderful treea abound in every part of the: iiland. 
and it may be o:pecled that some account should be given of them. 

Of Ji¥ different lorts of Trm. 

"Palm trees, of which there are morc than thiny kindt, ban: hem so frequenlly 
dtscribtd, as 10 render a minule accounl of diem .uperlluou.. : il mIIy be propter'. 
howe-.·er. 10 give lOme gttlCral account of IhOit which we found in Ihe hie of 
Rodriguez. 3'1\cy are in general about thirty or forty iIer. in height; their trunk it 
Itflit and wllko"u leaves., but covered with a kiad of.harp lelks, which Irc:, ~ • • 
what railed al the point: other.t have a smooch bark. AI the upper part of me 
trUnk grow the branches of palm leaves, which bang around like 10 many plu .. of 
feathtn : beneath these branchcs grow Ions dlllCCl'I of fruit, which u gi'een. aIId 
of the .itt .. well as the shape of' an egg: it b known by the name of dIIc. III the 
emile of Ihis large lafy plumage, and Oft Iha IIIIDIDrt of the lIUnlr., grow. _hat it 
called ,he cabbage: it is I'lOl. vi.ibk; as the 1nncbe. rite aU ~ ewer ... 
top ill mu.allon. It iHompmtd of lCJlder leave., which IIIbcrc e .... f co ftCb 
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oclter, alKl. form. mw like wt of a abbage. It i. abOl" two feet in height, and 
oflhe same thickness as ,he Inmk. The large outwOlrd leaves ofmis .. us are while, 
.... eel, ,supple, and 6trong: they may be: wed 15 goal.kim, wbm ikilfully drclSed ; 
or linen, or IiIlin, or napkilll ."d lQwels; "uch is their various utilit)·. The memo 
branes or leave. or the heart .re tender and crisp, like lhal of a lettuee: il may be 
COlten raw, ami tutes like a lIut , and fonn, an admirable ragout, when dreued with 
the rat and liver or the land lurtll:! . 

.. The lIeetar of tbis island is the ]».Im wine, 10 well kno""11 tbroughoUl lhe Indies. 
There were twO modes employed to obtain it: we 80melimes made an hole, about 
m'e inches diameu!r, in the Irunk of the tree, at the height of aboutsbt feet, a.lId a. 
wad bet"3 Alspcnded under it, was soon filled with tbis pleuant liquor: at oth(!T 

lime. the cabbage was !cooped OUt of the tree:; by which opcration a ciatcrn wu 
fQtlDt(l on tbe lop. from ",hence tWO or three times a day thejuic:e might be drawn. 
Eilher way the liquor was equally good; but in onler to spare lile lree .. Ihe lint 
method ii the best; u after the re lCrvoir, formed by the removal of the cabbage, 
hu furnished iu liquor for about a UlOOlh, the tree become! 10 exhausted as to de. 
dine and die. BUI the: incision, if not made too deep, il not aucnded with any fatal 

effect.: the liquor ",·ill not bowever flow from one apcnure more: thatl four days, 
wben the tree mUll be left to rec~\'e r ilS strength: besides, if a very large wound 
Ibould be made, il may weaken the trunk to IUth a degree as to di"blc it from 
reNting lhe hUlTicaocl . 

.. The Latanier (CO?pba umbracuJ!fora. LillO.) is placed by bouI11islt in the 
t lus of palm trees. In the hIe: of Rodriguez this tree has a strait trunk, fOfllled, al 

il appears, of II. 5ucccuion of luge rings of equal thickneu. with a sml>Oth bark, At 
the toptben: is Qbbage similar to thaI which has been jUlt described; at the bottom of 
which lCYerailarge leavc.1hoot fonh, wbole .r.alks are six or iCvcn feel in lenglh. 

Tbec leava are 5UOOg and thick. and rnc:mble an open fan, rome of them are 
ejgIu feel in __ Ler. 10 that they form an cxcellent covering for houses: they may 

at.o be.bipal uno bat, and umbrdlaL The lUIlk. which it hoUow. is four fmgen 
mo.d, aocI upwudI of an inch thick, and rather round on the .ide.: the extremity 
ofic. .hich ~ tioca lhe U~, and in a greal measure embraces it, preaenu a 
large and CODCa.ve lhapc. wbich is Jomttime. mote Ihan a fOOl iu diameter, il about 
Ibc: Ibiclmcs. 01. CfOWb piece. and .. II made to serve the purpote of platel and 
dbIta. The atcriot riod of .. aalk may be empJoycd for ropes, and the fibn:a 
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or me inlerWr one wili ICrvC 1.4 a IeWins lhread. II IIJP*rI indcecl .... it millibt 
be woven into linen. If th~ 61amc:nu w~~ propctly ptepared. The wine drawn 
from the latallier docs not differ, either ia the taKe or ocher qualitia, (roDI Ihat of 
the palm Utt: but it is uccewry to apply it to immediat~ UIC .. U on the third or 

foonb day it begins to be .our, and on the seventh or eighth it acquires IS aharp 
an acid a~ the "'roogell vincpr. without any change in ill colour, 

.. The datu of the Imnier arc of a larger aize than those of the palm tree ; but 
as there ""II plenty of better thing" such as flesh. fid1, ((uill, &c. we abanaoned 
the dJtes 10 the data and other birds., of which a (uture description wiU be gi8L 

oJ Around !he 10\lo'er part oflhe cabbage of the lalamcr, and b~t\lo'cen lbe atalIr.. 
of ilS large leaves, Ihc~ gro .... s a kind or couon of a listu lemon colour, which it 
known throughout the India by the name of Capoc. of whieb we made cxceUaa 
matr.wes: lhis COlton may be ~un and cmplO)-m to every putpoJe of the weaver, 
&c. We ,hould indud have endeavoured to manufacture the c~. a. well u Ihe 
fibres or filaments of the leans of the lataltic:ra, into lOme kind or wd'ul f'abnc, 
but wt I/o'ere w<:11-furniJbed v ih linen and cloth; and lbc air Wilhod wu 10 taiW, u 

10 r~ndC1' our clothes in a great measure unneceuary. 

" This island also produtes several other kiDds of wboklOflle fruit 1lHI: "

which bean a species ofvcppcr, is aboutthc size of a plumb tree, and baa a bf 
like that of the jeuamioe. the fruit grows in NUal! bunches, and lUVed to heigh. 
our culinary preparations. 

to The Ita haying brought some cocoa nau to our shore. wbOle aa- hepa to 
appear, we planted one of lhem lOme mlXllhs ancr OUf arrival. ... when WI: 'I'ined 
the: idiil1d it had nICn into a tree of four feet in height. 

" There is every reason to conjecture that tbete cocot ..... wIIich tomc:timo5 
weigh fh'e or six pounds, and are thrown upon the cc.- ofthil w.t withaOt 1t1f. 
feri ng the ~t injury, c;pme from the ble SL BI'HIIon, which i. (rom aix tytoeigt.ry 
league. to tnc north ani l>indward of RodripcL The. '"' never brinp dy lhiRs 
but on ilial side; which jUlllifies the opinion. &bat we were indebted ror lbec prtatlI 

,.ilhe currem" u well II to the ",·jnd and ddt. 1& U YC1')' ptobabIc. tJaac ..... 
hurricane .l(ason, the whirlwind 11'IOIy hue blown these fNilI from die ~ It. 
Brandon to a .comiderable dillance in tho _ , when they became 1Ubja:t .... 

COllNe of the wave .. 

OIl ThcR: H alto iD llae Ule Rodripez .. Indian fig wee ( ). • 
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branth~. e.xtend in a circular fOrm, and ate 50 thick u to be impenetrable to lilt 
IOlar rays. Some of tne3C trees arc Kl large that two or three hundred ~nons may 
take ihcllCJ' under them: thil cin::umslance ames from the peculiar prqperty of the 
bram::hcl, which bend do"'" to me earth, talte root there, and form a progeny of 

ACms that, by mooung forth new branches, compose: thu vast extent of shade: the 

inbabillints of the East hold thi.. tree in grellt ,·cne.ration, and frequently~, their 
pagoda. beneath iL 

" According 10 80ulaye Ie Cout, mil tfCC is called the 5acred Kuta, and is held 
in AK;h high estim,alion by !.he devotees, becaU5C their god Kan i, laid to have di. 
verted hinudf with playing lhe: OUle: beneath the umbrage of its wide sp~ng 
braothel. The .arne autbor adds. that the inhabillinu do not vanure 10 rob it of 

a single leaf, from the apprehens;on that death will inc\'itably follow within a year 

of aueb a violation. He illtO rekrs hi, reader 10 what Hcrt>dotus and Quintus 
Cuniu. have wri~ten concerning it. T'avernicr abo mentionll, that it is called Lui 
by tbe Persians; but that the Franks gave it the name of Banian, because the 
penitent Faquirs and Uaniao. perfonn their devotion. witbin iu bowers. M. de 
Rochefort calls it Pareturicr, in his natural history of the AnUIlC$. According to hi. 
deKtiption, the lca\'e$ of iu young branches are like those of tnc quinoe, the upper 

pan being green, a.nd lhc: undcr part ",'hitisb and downy: they are the favou rite food 
of the elephants. ju fruit con,isl' of Imall figs of lhe same size a. those of Europe. 

but !lOt so well la5ted: they are of a wi colour both within and lI'iihoUl. The 
nativet of the counuy where Ihi. tree grows make £Ome kind of drcp of the bark. 

'"' ·The Kalla of the Jake of Rodriguez hal I kaf tIle Jize of ,n human hand : it 
j~ thiCk, and rt:scmblei lhe sb,pe of an hearr, like that of the lilac, and to the touch 
it 1OIi.1 utin. T he flower i. white. and emits a pleasing odour, the fruit iI round, 
iQ colour red. and of the size of a 5m.1I plum. l u skin is bard, and conlJiru small 
seeda like tbotc of our 6gs. II i. pot unwholesome, but ill taste is irl3ipid: it is lbe 
c.Qppoft 400d tL the ball , who roost in great numLcr. among thc mfted brancbc5 

of the tree. 
.. T!w: wood 01 the treel in this island is, in gelleral , , 'cry hard; thai lI'hiw .... ·e 

cmplo)'rd in buiMli Iig our huu. became full of wonus within a few week. after it 
wu cut cIowo, bill if it i:l1d't W s«lk during a month in the: Ita, thc worm canllot 

eDIa' it. 
... 'lberc is • tret which. M. its fa:tic:l aell. we called 'the &linking wood: it 

Q 
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is the mOlt ~iceable of any other for ca'J'CIKry I bUl, from its obnoiltjou. qualitiel,' 
litde u)t could QC made of il. 

,. This island docs not produce any kind of tftC, ahrub, plant. or herb, INI is of 
the gro'll'lh of Europe, except purslane, which is found in the vallies. " Kn!o'ro 
aome of ii, ",·hieh ..... as brought from the Cape of Good Hope, and it pro\'cd to be 
exactly lhe same as the nlive purslane of the island. 

Animals. 

Thert are no four.footed animals at Rodriguez, but ralJ, liurdlt and land 
tllftlu or the lalter there are three dilfm:m kinds; Ind some of them are w large 

as LO ..... eigh an hundrro pound.. Their ntih il wholesome, and not unl ike our 

mutton, but more delicate:. The fat, which i! while, docs not congeal, and is nt:ycr 

kllO .... n to cause an indigestion: .... e Ilonsidered it as superior to the fin tst buucr of 
Eul'Opl;: it i. abo it sovereign rernedy (or spraim, .-heurutiNII. and simil;!.r com_ 
plain". The li\'er j . a mon dclicioul food, and is very large in proporUon to the 

animal. as it is equal to one;hird of the whole weight of the fled!. The. bone, are 

IOlid, and consequently without marrow. 

" Thex turtle, lay their egg. in the sand, widl whicb they cover them ; when
Ihey are left to the dow operation of being hatched Dy the sun. They arc perfectly 

round, like billiard balli, and are not larger than thOK: of our cornmon fowl .. 

The $hell b jOft. and me intcrior part if ('xccllelll food . 
.. There is mch an abundance of theu: land turtlcs, that !.hey are MNDCtimes .... 

in floelu of two or three thouund. They collect togcther towud~ die evetlinso in 

the coolear: plaee. they can find. and in wch c1oJ(' amy. that dM: .pol_hieh t~ 
luIve chosen tcems to be paved witb their ,belli. II has been ohterVed lhat IOIDI! 

of them COIlstantly take their poar: al a small distance from the main body, ill if 10 

puform the dUly of ccntincls: but the utilit), of thiJ Irrangel!H'nt il noI readily 

comprehended. u tlie IUrtJe posseues 110 rneaDf of acti~c deftnc:e, or the ~ capa
cilY to Ia"C iutlf f'tota r.Wger by night • 

.. There -are abo sea turtles in greal ab ..... DOCJ and some of them baYe -.. 
wen tnat ""righed upwards of • quamr ot • 10ft. They lay their c8P io ...." 
placet near the 1Itl, Ind alwa),s in the niiht ~ they deposit lhc:m in III hak4lt .,. 
dwee (etl in depth, and a foot broad I and the lalgest lay aboUt two hu~ 
,bon 'I*C of two hour.: hlviDg covered dtaD .ith aand, die)' ... J;' MIl N: 
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hatched by the heal, which effectl the purpcne at the end of six week,. T he' young 
ones, at their birth, arc not lalBcr than chickens; and, on coming OUt of the 
shell, huny jn~t2ntly (0 the sea. We sometimes di\'erted our.elveJ with carrying 
SQme Qf them to the distance of a quarter of a league within land; when, being 
placed on the ground, they took the mail-road to thest::t. Atlbi. period they 
walk or crawl faMer than when they are grown to a larger size. Tbefrt'galtt (11414 
Jregllta) and many other birth destroy them in 5ueh numbers, that not a tenth pan 
('capes from !Ilch voraciou. enemies : but as tbe lurlle lay' every year from a 
thounnd to twelve hundred eggs, the multiplication i. not easily calculated. 

t. These eggs arc: not $0 grateful II. food 011 thole of the land turtles I neither 
is the flesh 110 delicate. The egg. of both, however, are of the same shape:; 

and the white ;1 so mon desiccated, that the egg may be ploperly said to CODtain 
fIO(hing but the yolk. 

"The liver of I~ sea lunle has .carcely any taste; but the smell i. rancid; 
,nd it excite! an unpleasant IICIWItion in the ~tomach for a conslderable time af~r 
it has been eaten. 

" These allimais feet! on the herbs mat grow at the bottom of the lea, and are 
never seen on shore but .... 'hen they lay meir eggs, Previous to that operation, they 
t'elI1ain nine day. in a Itate of coition. 

" The1r fal, after it has been once melted, remains in a liquid $talC. I t.! wte, at 

well a$ that of the land tunle, is very gr<Itefui to the palate, and il mon excellent 
.i-ticle for culinary purposes . 

.. The sea lurtle wi ll li\"e upwards of a monrn without t::lting. provided it !au 
diseh.uged its eggs, and is dashed; from time to J,ime, with pails of $Cil ..... l1cr. Iu 
blood is cold, 

FiJb, 

" 'l1IfJ. Lameutin. or sea cow, {tricbeehu. manatus, L inn.} is alio found in great 
abundance In the: leaS that surround diu island, and appe.n in luge herds. Ita 
bead reJembl~ that of a hog.' wilh a Ie" pointed IIIOUI. It hal no hPs. hut in their 
~ two-pa""', The body is lhick. III far as the na .. -el J aDd the tail'hl! this peeu. 
I~. 1ft CO!DIaOn wilh me whale. mat the breadth of it is horizontal, .... ·hen the 
.mal is laid on kfheuy• Ita t>lood is warm, and iu skin is rough, hard, and of 
• ~i,b bile. A 'maaU quaDLily of hairs" scauerrd over it, though they art 

Q. 



,,6 HISTORY OF MAURITIUS. 

lCua:ly ~ptible. Its eyts are Imall; and ''''0 holes which it opens and .bulllt 
pleuure. 1»I.y be denominated iu gills .nd ears. As It .:Idom .hew. iu tongue. 
\I'hieb ji DOt large, many bave ustrtcd dlat it has none. It haa srindersr and eVCD 

IUsks. which appear aJ in ... wild boar. but it has no fore teeth. Its gums 'are vcrY 
hard, and with them it leafS up and browzes upon the gnu at lI~ bouJn of me 
~ Jts f1e.sh u ~cellebl and wboksr>tne; and resembles that of the best veal. The 

lugal of these animals are about ,,,'cnty feel in Iengtb . 

• , The: fanales have hn:aSlS like lhose of II woman. Some mention that it has 
two young OtICJ al II time, and thai it 5Dckles them both; together, supporting them 
at. ill bOjOffi with iu paws; but as ] ntver saw it embrace mort: than one, I am 
iDclilJ(:d to believe that the former aCCOunt is erronoous. 

'1 Thil extraordinary nurse seems to Ymfy the description of the proptict Jt:re
miah, in hi. Lament:llioru. ch. iv .• Even liie sea monslcn draw out;he breast; they 
I give lUck to Lheir young one. j but the daughter of my people is beeome cruel"like 
• the ostritbe$ in the wilderness.' 

.. This fish is taken wilh'\reat ease. It feeds in noch like sheep, not mOfe Lhan 

lhrte or four feel from the ~aCt: of the water j and when we went inlO lhe nridR 
of t~m theY 'did not quit their Slalian, 10 that we could take which we pleased, 
debtr by U!ooting lhem, or dragging them by main force on shore j Ihough the 
lauer mode would " cmp,loy three or four men' LO effect it. We lOtnetimes found 
three or four hUlldred of them feeding together, and $0 littkdispoted were they to 

a ..... oid as, thaI we often touched their brcam in order 10 selco the fallea. By t)'iaB: 
a rope round the tail, they were dragged out of the wau:r I aDd .. the Beth of the 

Pliallcr onel iJ me most delieatr, our fishery was eonfinec! 10 them. The fat i~ 
finn, and well navoured; and neither in ilS appearance or taste can tbe lkah 
be distinguiihcd from ijJal of buteher'. melIl. This anilJ'lal diet ianiledi1l1C1y OIl 

losing a liule blood • 
.. Our discovery of 115 being an inhabilanlol thee lIeU, arON' from our &adiDc 

a dead one 00 the Ihc;.re, some monw &fief our arrival in the istand. We did. .0& 

however ol»erve thal it ... amphibiow I indeed, it is to be doubted .. hcdtcr. 11 
able to drag along its UMlN:ldy wpe 00 the lud. 
~ A large numberofothcrlUoosoffilh inhibit the surrounding IlCUj aU ....... 

eseepi.Dc oy.en aod eels, are different &om .. of Europe. t 

.. Sca..edJ were easily clught with • line, a. well II IhoIt or ...... ,...,. 




