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Exztract q)’ a Letier from Pondicherry, daled the 3d of j‘unt, 1787 ; laken ﬁ'om a
- Sournal of the Isles of France and Bourbon; Vol.I. No. 3. Fuly, 1787.

« We have suffered at Yanaon, and in all its environs, the same disaster which you
have experienced at the Isle of France. We have had, during the night of the 1gth
and 2oth of May, a most violent hurricane. The sea rose to an extraordinary height;
all the houses at Yanaon have been inundated and destroyed : the English and Dutch
factories have suffered a similar destruction. A considerable number of Negroes
have been drowned. The ship called Le Levrier, which had been sent to Yanaon
to take in merchandize on account of the Company, and had actually taken in the
greater part of her cargo in the road of Coringa, has been driven two I8agues to
the leeward, into a plain in the midst of palm trees. The ship the Heurenz, which
was in the river of Coring}, is lost, and five or six leagues of the country are
inundated. !

“ Four days after the hurricane the waters still remained, as it had rained during
that time without ceasing.. The extent of our losses has not yet been ascertained ;
they must be very considerable to the Company, as well as several individaals of
Pondicherry. The waters have carried away a large quantity of linens, not only
from the grounds where they were bleaching, but from the warehouses; some of
which, however, have been recovered, by drawing them out of the mud and sand
with which they were covered. Such is the detail of this ruinous event.” *

Account of the. Volcanoiin the Isle.of Bourbons by M. Rockdn: - .o, %0

% This volcano, though its eruptions are frequent, has not occasioned any injury
to the island since it has been inhabited. The colonists have very wisely kept at a.
distance from this gulph, whose vicinity is very much to be dreaded, according to
the description given of it by M. de Commerson, a very learned naturalist.

.“ M. de Cremont, at that time Intendant of the Isle of Bourbon, not only gave
M. de Commerson all the assistance in his power, in order to facilitate his apbtaélb
to the mouth of the volcano, and to examme mwoducuons, but acmWﬁih!
in bis researches. RS T T TR e o

“ The approaches to the voleano of the Isle of Bourbon m*m t&-ﬁg
cduntry is cnurcly burnt up for six miles round it ; and ve:y few ﬂfﬁm
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are acquainted with the way by which its summit is to be attained. Seven days are
requisite to perform that journey. Heaps of cinders, lava, and vitrified carth, with
rifts and precipices, render all access not only laborious but dangerous. The time
must be very favourable, and without the appearance of a cloudy to allow of a visit
to the crater; as a few drops of rain would be sufficient to provoke an eruption ;
when the imprudence of approaching it would cost the rash adventurer his life.

“ The volcanic productions are very various ; and sometimes there are found, at
a great distance from the mountain, certain glassy filaments, of an exceeding fineness
resembling hair. This kind of lava is not very common.”

The following Description of this Voleano is by M. Brunel.

% It is situated almost at the summit of an hollow and detruncated mountain,
whose base, falling down with a genule inclination, rests upon a bed of calcined earth,
at the distance of a league from the sea. Though the matter it contains is conti-
nually boiling, it never rises so high as to proceed from the crater. In the moment
of an eruption, the lava is seen taking its course down the side of the mountain, in
such a manner as to offer the appearance of a fiery cascade. The light, which is
diffused to a great distance, as well on sea as land, is equal to that of the moon in
its full splendour.  According to the tradition of the country, it was this natural
Pharos, that attracted the curiosity of the first Europeans who visited these coasts.

“ The environs of the volcano are covered with sal ammoniac, sulphur, alum,
and pumice stone. It is a remarkable circumstance, and very different from other
volcanoes, that though its eruptions are frequent, they are never accompanied with
carthquakes. - The security of the inhabitants, therefore, is not endangered by the
vicinity of su¢h a phznomenon, as is known 1o be the case in every country afflicted

oy by them 1. nor has it been observed that water is at any time thrown forth from this.
\lOk‘IhOa orhas any warm mineral spring been discovered in this island.
& “‘Iﬂthmmmnh oE j une, :787, thls volcano was in a very regazkable smte of;.-

of a spiral form from the mouth of the anuem crater.
 down as far as the sea; nine days after it had begun to
- certain phces to cighty fathom in breadth, and in others to
atte )mmdbo mdtgrmg a month, in great abundance,
very ut su:ty fathom in breadih, and.
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from ten to sixteen feet deep. The waves of the sea smolked at the distance of thirty
fathom from the place where the lava precipitated itself into the waters, assuming a
yellowish-green colour, and forming a broad line, to the leewrad, of the same hue.

& This current yunning parallel to another of a former period, which consists also
of several beds of melted matter, formed a projection, whose base was volcanised
sand, mixed with a kind of ferruginous foam. Eleven days after the lava had reached
the sea, a solid crust was formed on its surface, which was sufficiently strong to
admit of being ascended, to about fifteen paces from the place whence it issued.
Indeed one might venture to walk without danger on a torrent of burning lava, if
due precautions were taken. In the level parts it soon grows cool, and becomes
hard as thick ice, while, through the crevices, the liquid matter might be seen flowing
on without interruption. When, however, it meets with any obstacle, it forces its
way through the external crust, and covers it with a new bed of boiling lava. On
the 15t of August the lava ceased to flow, but it diffused a considerable quantity of
smoke, and appeared at the b8ttom to be red-hot for some time afterwards. It was
believed that another crater was discovered at about a league from St. Denis, the
capital of the island : clouds of smoke and a very strong heat issued from a ravi
which it was impracticable to approach during the space of a month. = At the end,
however, of that period, it appeared that this heat and the smoke that accompanied
it, issued from a cavern, that was the hiding-place of some Maroon Negroes. A
fire having been lighted in this place, either on purpose or by accident, was main-
tained by a large quantity of leaves, stalks, and other combustible materials, which
were very slow in consuming, because the cavern admitted but a small portion of
air. The remains of birds nests, which were found there, clearly proved that the
cavern had not always been exposed to a similar degree of heat; and this circum-
stance, strengthened by or.her observations, qulctcd the alarlm that this novcl appear-
ance had excited.

¢ The Isle of France, which is in the vicinity of the Isle of Bourbon, is considered
as a country which has been exposed to the violent convulsions of nature. It abounds
in caverns, precipices, waterfalls, subterraneous passages, iron mines, calcined stones,
vitrifications, burnt sand, and pyrites, which are general indications of ancient §°
volcanoes; but, on account of their antiquity, it is not possible at this dme to deter-
mine their situation. The most lofty mountains in  this island have aﬂtmﬁn
five hundred fathom of elevauon, while, in the Isle of Bowbw there are.
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which rise to upwards of fificen hundred fathom. The two islands, which are more
than thirty-five leagues distant from each other, were, without doubt, formerly united,
but have been divided by some violent effort of nature: there is indeed every
reason 1o believe that they are still connected, though the comjoining parts are
covered by the sea, and that some subterraneous passage forms a communication
between them. :

¢ The carthquake which happened in the Isle of France on the 4th of August,
1786, appeared to favour this conjecture. On that day, at thirty-five minutes past
six in the morning, a calm succeeded to a strong east and east-south-east wind, which
had prevailed during four days; a subterraneous noise, that terminated by a sudden
explosion, like the discharge of a cannon, was heard in the south-east quarter, and
at the same moment two violent shocks were felt, the one vertical, and the other
horizontal : the barometer did not on this occasion indicate the least change in
the atmosphere, and an east-south-east breeze commenced within a quarter of an
hour, and continued till eleven on the following night. This strange phznomenon
was not accompanied with any destructive circumstance in the Isle of France; but
it appeared that, at the same moment, the volcano in the Isle of Bourbon had
poured forth a greater quantity of lava than it had done on the preceding days.

“ It is reasonable thercfore to suppose, that the combustible matter in the Isle
of France had fermented till it took fire, and having met with a resistance superior
to its own force, occasioned the shocks which bave been mentioned ; when, being
impelled in every direction, it found a passage, by a subterraneous gallery, to the
Isle of Bourbon, and not meeting with any resistance, issued from the crater of the
volcano,”

The sucmding Observations will enable our Readers to compare the Volcano of
the Isle of Bourbon, with the two most celebrated Volcanoes of Europe.

Mount Vesuvius is two leagues to the east of Naples, and about two thousand

_. fathom from the sea; the circumference of its base is about ten leagues, and its ele-

uon above the level of the sea, or the Gulf of Naples, is five hundred and ninety-
fathom. It divides at about two-thirds of its height, and its two summits are
abqu five hundred fathom from each other: that towards the sea forms the volcano.
- Its first eruption, as recorded in history, was during the reign of Titus, in the
Ve _Mmﬂhwﬂa. andw j was rendered remarkable by the
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death of Pliny the Naturalist, and the destruction of the cities of Herculaneum and
Pompeii. Some authors however pretend, that this mountain had experienced
seven eruptions previous to the reign of Augustus Casar,

According to a discourse of Silius Italicus, who lived before the time of Titus,
it was very evident to oculat examination, that it had discharged volcanic matter
previous to that period, though there was no tradition of such an event.

From the first known eruption to that which took place in the year 1754, there

have been twenty-four; there have also been several since the latter period. That
of April in 1694, was one of the most considerable. The mountain then vomited
forth flames during the greater part of the month, and the lava ran from the upper
part of the volcano like a river, to the distibce of three miles, destroying every
thing which obstructed its passage.
Pn 1707, while the Neapolitans were occupied in making rejoicings for the suc-
cess of the Imperial forces, they were interrupted by a terrible eruption of Mount
Vesuvius. The sky was entifely obscured in the lﬂdd‘le of the day, by the quamuy
of cinders which issued from the volcano.

In the intervals of these eruptions the inhabitants are often alarmed by earthquakcs,
which, however, do not prevent them from cultivating and inhabiting the sides of
this dangerous mountain, * -

Mount /tna is situated fifty miles south-west of Messina, and ten miles west of
Catania, whose vicinity is filled with other towns, villages, vineyards, and plantations,
which, as in the environs of Vesuvius, spring out of an abundant soil, that has been
fertilized by the volcano. The mountain itself is enriched with trees almost to its
nummu which is surrounded with a circle of snow.

- The grand crater of Mount /tna is six miles in circumference. The base of
the mountain occupies a circuit of twenty leagues, and its elevation rises to two
thousand fathom, _

-On the eruption of this volcano in 1693, the town of Catania was dculroyed ina
' mnmcnt, and eighteen thousand persons perished in its ruins,

. A learned and distinct description of Mount ZEtna, is to be found in.a woa'k enmled,
La Pyrologie de Bottoni de Leontini: that intrepid naturalist M the oou%qg-._.ﬁ_

=

ascend the summit of the mountain three different times, in 1540, 1545, “dfﬂﬂ.c
* See Sir William Hamilton on the eruptions of Mount er&r‘-{;ﬁ&gﬂ:
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~ mor tk;’fthé ggm increase, whom I sometimes follow into their most difficult recesses.
WPhe i must, e however, be content to stay at home for the present, as theﬁm handi-
. craﬁsmen we had, are departed for the war in India, &c. j _ :

LETTER VL.

e P A et S Isleof Frmce, z0th of December, 1745+

: Inﬂm letter I shail change mfb‘mer subject, and pass from the history ofagncul-

. ture and the employments of a country life, to consider the occupations of town.
:My uncle® has an house there, which we sometimes visit, pamcula\‘}y to ey’the
.aoelety of M. de Grenville and his i interesting family. He has l@ng been my uncle’s

-ml:unate fucud and is beoomc mine. It is from him and M. de la Boufdonnals

thatd reeéiw, c\rery mformmon nccwlp.ry l;or me to poinu in this uoumry.

ous wt,h mgh c:r.gellena meat, begma ﬂo be. less common than hrmly in the fomm Fins
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M. de Grenville is of an ancient, noble, and illuatﬁoul fatnilx d Dlomandy,
where there are several burghs and estates which bear his name; mdaibnnchof
which passed into England, with William the Conqueror, in 1066, where it now

' possesses very exiensive possessions and hlgh dignities. *

o Extracts relative to the House of Grainville, from the Peerage of Engllnd.‘nnd hu histories
of the noble families of France.
« Grenville, Grainville, Greinville, Grcxwwc. Greneveile, Greenville, Grm:l&r. Greynville,

Greinvill, Greinuyll, &c. | !
« Barl of Temple, Marquis of Buckingham, Earl Nuguent in Ireland, a.nd anuent Lords of
Grainville, &c, &c. &c. in Normandy.
“¢ This name is written in all these various ways, both in
ing to the British Peerage, by Collins, edit. 1756, Vol. IV, 15, 216, 217 ; but the original
way of writing this name in France is Grainville, as it is 'ttcn in Nermandy, from whence
Ricbard de Grairville, or Granville, pused with William the’ onqueror, in 1066, Thu appurs
from the ancient deeds of the West, and those of Buckinghasshire. - -
¢ Robert de Grainville is one of the witnesses futbudﬂmgthe.&bhcyofﬂeﬂa .
which was begun by the lhr*d Richard de Grainville, anno 1129, 30 Henry I. and Ralph de
‘Grainville, in the same reign, is among the witnesses to the charter of Roger Montgomery, Earl
- of Arundel and Salop, to the Abbey of Stephen (St. Etienne) at Caen, in Normandy ; likewise in.
 that reign, Gerard de Greinville, &. -‘Hs A
« The family of Grainyille or Grenville, established several burghs or villages, which ajﬂlrafdp o
theh' original name, in the environs of Caen and Rouen, in Normandy, .. 4
“ The present rcpmnntives of this family in France are Messrs. M. de Grlinv:lle [the nnch,

eat Britain and Normnudy, accord-

”Ki.ng of France, s

‘.‘- \"mmmdt&mbmmthmdmrmhmd _
lpnrytrlﬂing anll:tnwejlkmntoourlnﬁquuﬂu

i&ui;nofumu. g :
"'ﬁnGmnrmuof

hmrmddaritutn
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This g;mlcman is an old officer, who has served with honour both in France

'l.nd India; and may, with great truth, be represented as superior to the generality
‘of mankind, from his understanding, his knowledge, and the qualities of his character.

" He is distinguished here by the title of tbe Philosopber, and he deserves it ; for in the
most clevating sense of the expression, he is a lover of wisdom. In the early part
of his life, the vivacity of his temper, heightened by the military spirit of that
period, engaged him in frequent affairs of honour; and the last having taken place
with a nobleman in the service of the court, in the garden of Versailles, and under
the very windows of the king’s apartment, it threatened the most serious conse- -
quences, But M. de Maupou, then in high office, to whom he was related,
persuaded him to quit the kingdom, and procured him a commission in India,
where he served with distinction, :

1If it were consistent with the objects of this work, it would be a delightful cir-
cumstance to dwell on the virtues and extraordinary qualities of this family. I must,
however, confine myself to one of them, M. de Grenville de Forval, the second son
of M. de Grenville. Some events relative to him are so connected with the man-
ners of these islands, and so remarkable in themselves, that they will at the same
¥ gﬁe heighten the interest, as well as add to the information of this work.
~ In these islands there is not a single example of a deformed-or crooked shape,
et wh&h qmu arise from the natural and unrestrained mode of education which pre-
 vails there. To these advanﬁgcs. Forval united a martial air, bicnded with a slight
' ppmance of sevcmy, and an approved courage, to the most noble and gen:rous
; ._1 mumnta that are found in the human breast.
éw',Twhe want q{alavu;n our colomes, n:ndm expeditions necessary in order to
f e them, Vessels, therefore, are cqmppnd for the coasts of Africa and Mada-
‘body nftroopl are sent wuh :hem, to favour or auppmthe- |

"“'Q*-.L

":"andadcuchmentonmume oi‘thunatnm,onthe
n amveﬁ on the eastern side of:t,hedlmburked
ﬂiefg:_on the slnall island of St, Ma#y, called by the
para onlylﬁ@ghepnnc\pal :shnd by a very narrow

the,égmom engaged in this
' :.g\}lanvc to the oby:cn of
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Forval, however, was so entirely convinced of the good disposition of the _
with whom he treated, that he yiclded to the friendly solicitations of the king, to
remain among them, and accordingly ordered some tents, and a small number of
soldiers, to remove from the little island, to the opposite coast. The king, who was
called Adrian Baba, loaded him with caresses; and having shewn him his herd of
cattle, demanded, in the pride of his heart, if the King of France was so great
as him, _ et

Forval, therefore, considered himself as in a perfect state of security; and having
entered into his tent, in order to pass the night, he receivedyan unexpected visit
from a most beautiful woman, a native of the island, who, after a short compliment
of apology for her intrusion, expressed her comcern that so fine a white man as
himself should be massacred.

Forval, who was astonished at the visit, could not help takmg notiee of thc danger
which seemed to have produced it. The sooty lady, who appcmd to interest herself
so much in his welfare, was the daughtcr of a king, and known by the title of Princess
Betsy. On being questioned as to the cause of this visit, she asked him in her turn,
if he would wish to sacrifice her life to save his own. * By no means,” exclaimed
Forval: «then,” replied she, “ I will inform you of a plot formed against your- llfe.:
if you will promise to take me with you, and make me your wife. I will sacrifice for N
you the throne of my father, which is my inberitance; I will abandon my cgunu*y,
my friends, my customs, and that liberty which is so dear to me. My rch"f_
who will consider me as dishonoured, will detest me; and if you len'.'e e 'l.é':

vengeance, I shall be reduced to slavery, which, to mc, woyld#e . thous: m "

worse than death. Pronmp to grant what I hivc ¢ '3; year that yoq:': R

soldiers shall do no injury to my relations, and I will rq;bn]wgﬂt 3;'l.l'n!l.u:rm:mmL
g R

importance for you to know?” Foryal 1mmedmtcly eng: (
if the intelligence she announced, proved to be of ﬂg,
10 it. G

S 5 L
5 1
-
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% Well then,” saldshe,“albmk afdnylmrﬁthermﬂ '
pretext of a friendly visit; and lfbahrcaha @‘ybldl ha: vill
d:umllbethcs:gmlofdiydulh,.hugmﬂ enter with ¢
and will kill thee, md.umypmpuwmbe__;_
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The pnmeas had also’ addcd that the signal the king would gwc for his attendants
to retire, would be to throw his hat towards them.
He accordingly ordered his soldiers to remain under arms during the night, and
to keep within their tents. As for himself, he got his arms in readiness, placed a
couple of pistols under the covering of his table, and dosed by the side of it, with
his hand on the pistols.
At length the king arrived, and soon n after, having broke his stick, the guard was
advancing to the front of the tent ; but the king, terrified at the pistol which Foryal
held to his throat, cast his hat towards his attendants, who immediatcly departed.
The small party of soldiers which Forval had with him, wers now drawn up in
order of battle, All the Negroes o8 disappeared ; the king alone remained as a
prisoner ; nor was he enlarged, till the princess was embarked with all the equipage,
~ and Forval felt himself happy in departing from this perfidious coast. Nor was he
ungratefal: he solemnly espoused the Princess Betsy, in spite of all the remonstrances
of his friends, and he lives happily with her. Her colour was certainly displeasing to
the white peo[)le, and her education did not qualify her to be a companion to such
a gnn as her husband ; but her ﬁgure was fine, her air noble, and all her actions
ph.f‘ﬁaok of the dtgnﬂy of one who was born to command.

Sﬁgwﬁé _real Amhzcm, and the dress she chose was that which has since received
a sim ) Me. ~ She never w{lkeﬂ out but she was followed by a slave, and armed
with a small i‘owllhgﬁpmcc, ﬂlﬂc’h she knew how to employ with great dexterity, and
. wo! dcﬁ:ud herde]fﬁglh equal éourage if she were mackcd. She was mmblc wa

AR TS

TR

ily ','bnt on i'oot she nevcrtheleu adopted the ﬂw of ;
S "’dh"'m;”ww pleasant and fullof vivacity,

R
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comply with it ; and as she did not unfold the reason of such a desire on her part, he
felt his pride mortified at her conduct, though he kept his chagrin to his own bowm,
of which it was a painful inmate.

The first sentiments of Forval, respecting his princess, had been instigated by
honour and gratitude : but her demeanour towards him, her conduct towards others,
and her personal charms, in which her colour was forgotten, had awakened in his
heart the most faithful and tender affection.

The Queen Betsy, however, departed for her kmgdom as soon as she had received
the permission of her own sovereign; while Forval was totally unable to reconcile
the step she had taken to her former sentiments and past conduct. FHe accordingly
waited with the utmost impatience for the return of the vessel which had taken her
away; when, to his great astonishment, his faithful wife returned in n‘;‘mlh an hundred
and fifty slaves which she had brought him. “ You had the gcnemsm': cried,
on throwing herself into his arms, % to marry me, in opposition to the wishes of your
friends, and the prejudices of gour country, when I had nothing to offer you but
my person, whose charms, whatever they might have been considered in my own
country, were calculated rather to disgust, than to please you. You will therefore add
_+ another proof of your kindness, by assuring me of your pardon, for having raised a
single doubt in your mind respecting the affection and duty you so entirely deserve
from me: but it was my wish to avoid informing you of the project I had conceived
on my father’s death, till it was executed. It was not the little kingdom which that "
event transferred to me, nor even the largest empire, that would separate me from
you ; my sole design, in the step I have just taken, was to make you an offer of a
small number of my subjects, which is the only part of my m&cﬁtﬂnce that I can
bestow. I have, at the same time, complied with the wishes of my peﬁple, in res;gmng
my little sovereignty to the most worthy of my relations. S 300

Such a scene may be more easily conceived than described. Thus I-‘orval {‘ound
his wife worthy of all his affection; and the presem she madehmu a port d‘ :
fortune in this country, i .

‘{-‘t_:‘ .
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" CHAPTER VIIIL

The Letters of Barou Grant continued ; containing a further Account of the
i Operations of M. de la Bourdonnais.

LETTER VII.

Isle of France, 2oth of November, 1746,

Ir M. dela Bourdonnais had not thought proper to entrust me with the defence of
this island, I should have accompanied him on his expedition. His squadron was in
danger of being lost in getting out of port. When it had refitted, it met with the
English fleet in India: they cannonaded each other; and it is said that the English
ships could not sustain our fire, and quitted the engagement as ill treated at least
* as we were, although one of our ships blew up, and eighty men perished.

- Our squadron continued its course to Madras, a place of great importance to
the English, two of whose ships lay at anchor at the entrance of the road. Our

-mmmder sent several vessels to engage them, when they defended themselves

~ with great courage. The cannonade was very violent on both sides; but our ships
. being more shattered than those of the enemy, were obliged to retire,
' Our brave warriors made a descent at six leagues from Madras, and cdmed the
\lhlch was submitted to pillage ; though the commander confined it to the coun-
Suses. . He afterwards entered the place, where, for his courteous conduct, he

| v;m:ieh pmems and larg& quanuties of gold It is md that the capture'




of the hurricanes, which torment thcsems, and duf.myﬁ\r&ry thing. T'h r“é“iﬁ;mof ¥
our brave troops and sailors are arrived underjury masts, havmg sof
ught hundred men, who were drowned. .

Many of the inhabitants of this island are anxious to dwpoac of
being persuaded, that the change which has taken place in our gove ment, wi bc }
attended with inevitable disadvantages to them. It will mdee.d be very diffic
find such a Governor as M. de la Bourdonnais, Nevr.rthelcss, from the manner in
which M. David, our new Governor, speaks and acts, we shall derive mnndcrnble ;
advantages from his administration. He says that the India Company;, bcmg now
assured that the island produces plenty of provisions and refreshments for their ships,
will order them all to stop at this port, which will be-cons;dmd asa pnnmpal maga-
zine for their commerce;; at the same time every possible- encoumgcmcm \ylll be gwm
to promote industry aud advance cultivation. ;

The different undertakings for raising « cotton and mchgo have &iled. Onc w@'
plantation has, in some degree, mcceeddl‘ whose produce rcsem‘bles the coarser
honey of Europe: time and industry, howcver, will bring it to pcrfccnon. The

~more wealthy adventurers are absolutely starving, by being compelled to purch ase
. the provisions necessary for themselves and their people. They have bad the incon=
siderate ambition to burthen themselves with large bodies of slav:s, {xforpf ey
bad provided the means to maintain them. . :
Our late Govemor, . dela Bourdonnm, w:ll lcavc thu ula.nd. ©
anee, in the momh oi' March next: I c’hall lwail myaelf 0{




























.l..gldiem b;ltﬂl&dmg the cl:ews‘.mto,-eqmpanm, and mcorporatm% Negmes and
§ workmen with them : he taught them the use of arms, and the practice of mili-
tary evoluuom ‘He, himself, immmt.ed them how to scale'a wall, and to use a
petard. He exercised them in firing at a target; and qualified the most dexterous
among them to manage a machine, which he bad himself invented, to throw ﬁm

grapnel to the distance of an hundred and eighty feet, by the means of ma_tgp.“,_j'_ _
~ Thus he formed soldiers capable of active service; though his success would have
~been more complete, if the officers of his squadron had seconded hbis zealous md

% mdefmgqblc activity : but too many of them made his conduct the subject of mur-
~ murand duappu'obntm Their personal interest, indeed, was the principal cause of
_.;wdiscolmm, as, in order to change the merchantmen into ships of war, it \g.&
“absolutely necessary to dnbmthm them of the packages which contained the ventures
allowed by the Company to the officers; so that they risqued the loss of those ad-

~vantages which they had expected to derive from the sale of them in India. They
# Ipudiy complamed. of the deceit practised by the Company respecting them, and the
iﬁuly tbcy dmuld;‘lum by bemg depnvcd of those privileges, which could alone

: meunon,and urgcd cvery pér..- :
t_glentcr mto hu v:ews, there aull oo
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“ As the month of December is the critical utuatmn for shlps at lhe fcie of A

Bourbon, I sent out orders for those which were stationed there, to return hither;
and they accordingly arrived at the end of that month, with a stock of prov m&ns that
would not last beyond the latter part of March : nor could we indulge any sangmnc
hopes of procuring a further supply ; for we had no great dependance on the St.
Pierre, which we had sent to Madagascar for that purpose, and was not yet rc:furncd."
Besides, we had no article but powder, with which we could traffic with the inha«
bitants of that island ; and the dry scason in our own, had occasioned a considerable
diminution in our corn harvest. In short, our utmost efforts did not promise the
necessary subsistence for our people beyond the month of March. Such was our
melancholy situation, when the first ship of the squadron from France appeared on
the 28th of January; and, on the 1st of February, the wholc of them arrived safc
at anchor in this harbour. o %

“ The first thing which naturally recurred to my reflection on
the use 1 should make of this force, conformably to the season monsoons, and
the orders which I had received. 1 had two courses to p ; that of quiting the
isles on the 15t of March, and proceeding to India, so that I might reach Ceylon
at the end of April or the beginning of May, where I might meet the English mer-
chant ships from Surat ; though it appeared to me to be impossible to unload and
arm this squadron, as it required for this voyage, in the space of a month. Besides,
1 was fearful of remaining at sea for three months, with ships and crews who were
just arrived from a voyage of ninc months and upwards. The other coursc‘waq,t'd
pass to India by the north of Madagascar, which is one half shorter, with the advantage
of taking in live stock, &c. and the monsoon changes in March. Al these reasons

occasion, was

determined me to pursue the second ; and 1 perceived it to be indispensable, the

T

moment 1 reflccted on the small quantity of provisions which was brought by these |

vessels from Europe, and' ‘which they were obliged to share with those they foum‘l
here. ‘In this distressed situation I issued orders, that the ships’ “companies dsould
not touch the stack of their respective vessels ; and I undertook, in some way or
other, to subsist them from the island, But it was not the enemies of my country
thnt zl feared ; nor the obstacles wh:ch were !.'tnwcmd by a acamq _d‘gmmm

could wilh,"ludhad anghtmupect,&omﬁm;@@hg mm. i
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hmom' gmkudc and duty, to the Campany. At length, I thought it necessary to

~ explain the powers with which I was invested ; and after baving employed all the
* " means of mild, but urgent persuasions, I found mysclf obliged to threaten the em-

ployment of force, to such as still continued to thwart the plans which had been
formed for the protection and defence of your commerce in India.

“ Such is my situation, which will prevent me from undertaking any cruize; as
the utmost I can perform, will be to go directly for Pondicherry. Nor can I be
iﬁsemib]e to the expectations which will be formed from my apparent force, and the:
impossibility, from its real state, of being able to gratify them. Besides, the anxiety
I have suffered, the labour I have undergone, and the privations I have sustained,
have greatly injured my health, and I have been a victim to the scurvy. But
neither the ill state of my health, nor the discouragements which have so long vexed
and still continue to harass me, shall cause my zeal to slacken in the service of the
Company, or lessen my sense of the honour which has been conferred upon me,
by the appointment of the King, to command the naval service in the Indian seas,
I well know the enemies which this confidence has procured me, and am aware of
the animosity which will be exercised against me. I am not ignorant that my ad-
ministration in the islands has been the subject of severe animadversion: but that
intelligence does not disturb my tranquillity. I am ready to meet my foes, and
shall present myself to their accusations without fear : and with respect to the fortune-
I possess, 1 have no cause to blush at the means I employed (o autain it. I am ready
to deliver up my books, examined as they have been by the Council, year after
year, into the hands of my enemies, and subject them to their malicious scrutiny.

- They will find in them an honest detail of my commercial concerns, and the ongme
: "'-ofmy fortune ; but they will never be able to discover that the interests of the
@mnpany MVe been sacrificed 1 Ty owA, I Mpart, dwrcfom, under all the dnad--
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- The strength of the enemy, not mcludmg a thip of oe‘v%l'lty gunl,; b
on its way to join them, is as follows: W%
Two ships of sixty guns.
One ditto of fifty. .
One ditto of twenty-four.
One ditto of thirty-six.
Two privateers of fifty guns, which took the St. Benoit. 2
: Two ditto, which have certainly bcld:spatched from England a—_{ .'
carry supplies of provisions and seamen. In allften vessels,
¢ These, according to every appearance, will prove much stronger than us; but
what does that signify? hunger will compel us to fight them with eight such ships,
and so indifferently equipped, as ours, It is not arms or.powder that we want, but
men. 1 have therefore been obliged to augment the ships' crews with blacks, half -
of which belong to the Corgpany, and the other I have been compelled to hire. I
bave also distributed the employments necessary for the good order, discipline, and
accomodation of the squadron, to those whom I believe 10 be the most capable of
executing them with honour to themselves, and advantage to the service.
4, “I have made my arrangements to set sail about the end of March. After a
short stay at Bourbon, I shall join the greater part of my squadron at the
island of St. Mary, where I have sent them, in order to get fresh meat, as well
as to relieve the colony, which is in a very deplorable state. If I had not received
authentic information ef the force of the enemy, and consequently felt the necessity
of making every possible exertion to augment our own, I should not have stripped
it as I have done. I may surely deserve credit in this assertion, since I abauion.
my wife and my children: but there is no alternative. I have indeed every reason
to believe that ships will soon arrive from Europe, nnﬂ I have lefe ordersio demn_ i
them for the safety and supply of the island. , _«_a.
“ My plan on leaving the Isle of France, is qrw\h LR o L ol
- % X shall use every effort to arrive off the ﬁpdqtofMaIabar tmmﬂl" b ﬂ'.ﬁh
of May, in order to intercept the English uﬂdl%mng from Sgut,g{s hich is the ‘
qr:ly success 1 have any reason to expect ring th eI f: k '_', ot v

as there was no French ship in India, in- w rse of I
mﬂmmmﬂ hemmfmm
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K n; uh‘l.ﬂe shall ecrtamly mut ‘them between Karical and Fort St. David,
“We sh,ll see who will remain masters of the coast. As I am in hope that
.ﬁ’l Mbﬂt them I shall then distribute our ships on various cruising services off
avid, Mudras, and the Point des Palmicrs, to the entrance of the

anges ; and on the presumption that we shall prove victorious, I have left orders
€ 1o dispatch, in July, all the ships which shall have arrived from Europe, to

K ise off Bombay: we shall thus embrace the whole coast, make an advan-

[ e Mus voyage, and, at the same time, be furnished with plenty of provisions ﬁ'om

'_ 'ondicherry. 1If fortune favours us, I shall return with all speed to th I:Isg'

. France, with what I may have taken in the Indies, and, having loaded our sh:pc ¢
with coffee, return to give an account of my conduct; which, whatever may | be the

~ event of it, will not, I am confident, produce either shame or dishonour to me,

“I should rejoice at the arrival of the China ships before my departure for India.
If 1 had a sufficient stock of provisions, I would fit out the Duc d'Orleans to go
with them, but I shall now take her with me, in order to send her back as soon as
possible, laden with supplies for the islands.

Signed, “ Mant pe LA Bourponwais.'”
(Sl Isle of France, 2d March, 174,6
' .'-‘.: “P.S. An cxprm veml ﬁ'om Bengal has just arrived in this port, by which I
“am informed, that the ship Charles, belongm to my brother, the Dupleiz, and the
chrau.r, have been taken by the Englnh squadron, which is very ill manned;
 and tha notwithstanding its situation, the English have sent twenty | metchamen
~ from Bengal. This intelligence huqmck:ncd my operations, and I pw to set
it Pj] #ﬂﬁ of this month. As Lljave not ;t:mc 10 oomplcte all myﬁspatchcs, i
an g,.,_;p-.:(hg Comp;mllu-gener;l,a‘copy of my ._malruc,tipns to M. de S\t,,,;;-
d.req communicate them to you. W'&h gbe bletﬂ.ngoi' 3od, &
s yhigh e, btwgqswd; it
ik v Sigagd,

' ;“‘
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* Sir, Isle Marotte, mtthunofltuduguar.;ihmy.u;ﬁ

“ On my departure from the Isle of France, 1 proceeded to Bourbon, which I
left on the 2gth of March. On the 4th of April I arrived at Foule-pointe, in
Madagascar, where the Parfaite waited for me, 1 was immediately informed that
she had purchased about eighty milliers of rice, but no bullocks. M. Brusse came
on board to acquaint me that the 8¢, Pierre was lost on the coast, with five hun<
dred milliers of rice, and eighty Negroes; and that the captain and a very few of the
ships’ company were the only persons who were saved, As the whole crew of the
Parfaite were either sick or dead, I sent some people on board her to bring her
up to us; and at the same time I ordered the Sieur le Riche to pass to Manivoul,
to tell the Renommée, who was engaged in traffic there, to join us. As I had come
to an anchor in a very critical moment, I ordered all the ships of the squadron to
get under way at two o'clock, and to set every sail. The wind now incrgased, and
the sea had a most terrible appearance, so that at eight o’clock we were%de’r
courses, and doubtfui’ whether we should be able to weather the Isle of Saint
Mary. At ten o’clock, the Lys made a signal of distress: its fore mast was split
as well as its bowsprit.  In half an hour afterwards, our ship pitched in such a
manner, that our fore mast broke off about twenty feet above the deck: soon
after the main-top-mast fell ; in a short time after, our mizen mast shared the same
fate; and the bowsprit was broken: in short, the ship rolled so violently, and
there was so much water in the hold, that towards eleven o’clock I gave up every
thing for lost. However, by throwing over whatever could be moved, the vessel
was consequently lightened, and towards the morning the water appeared to dimi-
nish in the hold; the storm also began to subside, and in a few hours we were out
of danger. The only ship that remained in company with us was the Lys; bat we
saw the Neplune to leeward, with only two masts.

“ In this deplorable state, we sometimes put to windward to endeavour to reach
Jand, which was the Island of St. Mary, but we were at a great distance: and on
the following day we found ourselves fortunately at the entrance of the Bay of
Antongil, from whence I dispatched a pirogue, which I had taken at Bourbon, to go
to St. Mary’s, to tell the vessels which were there to join me at the Jsle Mamm,"
. where I anchored at ten at night, with the Lys. The Duc d@rkm«huch had not
* anchored at Foule-pointe, no more than the ship Neptune from France, ;rriveﬂ';m,

on'the uth with its bowsprit broken, apd theotheuhplhm
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oo l must now revert to the gth of April, the day when I landed on the Isle

Marotte, to give you a brief detail of the circumstances connected with it.

“ My first care was to prepare a place to receive the troops, a workshop of a
sufficient size for shaping masts, and a rope yard. I therefore dispatched M. de
Rostaing, with M. M. Sornay, Cere, and la Baume, to the main island, in search
of wood fit for masts and yards. Their report was, that they had not been able to
discover any pieces of wood from more than forty-five to fifty feet in length, but
that the natives had assured them, that in advancing further up the country, they
would find them from eighty to ninety feet, and upwards. With this expectation
they returned up the river on the 12th, with a body of carpenters and Negroes, in
search of these trees, which they at length found and felled. I departed on the 1gth
with five hundred men to join the party, and to sce myself the pieces which could
be obtained. In effect, they appeared to be very fine trees; but I observed at the
same time, with great concern, the almost insuperable difficulty of making roads in
such deep marshes. It was however absolutely necessary to make the trial; and
with wood and reeds this extraordinary labour was so far accomplished, that, on the
24th, we drew along the first piece of fifty feet. When this experiment had been made,
I left a sufficient number of workmen with M. de Rostaing, to cut wood necessary
for yards, with one large piece to mend the bowsprit, and returned on board.

“ On my arrival I assembled a council, and after having received the opinion of
every member of it in writing, 1 determined to take the principal masts, &c. of the
Bourbon, with one of the Lys, which I should leave here to be re-masted, with such
pieces as we could procure from the country; or, after all, with the masts of the
Nepiune from India, if she were brought back, and immediately return to the Isle of
France.

“ When I had determined on this measure, I gave orders to all the vessels to

‘advance as much as possible the changes that were to take place in the masts. 1

pushed forward this work with such vigour, that, in spite of all the obstacles I had
to encounter, in the discontent of some, and the indifference of others, T at length
attained my object. Here, as in the Isle of France, I had, at each moment, new
difficulties, and was obliged to attend night and day to the different workmen and

artisans employed in the various operations ; but heaven afforded me strength to

"__'\;__hlhltlna admdndgﬁnguuluﬁnmgbomlnbodyaﬂmd I was so
gl mammqmummm 4oy
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“ ’I‘he Insulaire arrived from the Point de Laré on the aﬁth wu.h no moxe
than fourscore bullocks; but as this provision was not by any means suﬂic:mt, 1
ordered her instantly to retun and renew her traffic. On the 2d of May xﬂe set
sail, when the Parfaite returned with all the masts, rigging, and furniture of’ the
Neptune, as well as the crew and passengers. I was also informed by M. Desjardins,
that Bétandre* had offered to provide us, at Manahar, with any quantlity of
bullocks and rice we might require. I made a signal therefore to the Tusulaire to
come to an anchor, and then ordered her to change her course for Manahar.

% Tt is a frequent and very just observation, that misfortune is sometimes a bless-
ing in disguise ; for it is certain, if the Neptune had not been lost, we should have
been detained here for a long time, notwithstanding all my exertions. I should have
been compelled to leave the Lys here, and to abandon the only ship which had
remained with us in our distress; but the wreck of the Neptune has furnished us
with the means of refitting bezwith masts and rigging, and putting her in a condition
to follow the squadron. The surplus of cordage was serviceable to the Acbilles, as
well as that which was made here by our ropemakers. At length I succeeded, by
various means, and unremitting efforts, in putting the ships in as good condition
as they were before the storm; and I hope in a few days to weigh anchor and pro-
ceed to the Indies. I propose to sail from hence on the 2oth, without fail.

“1 dispatch the Parfaile to inform you of all these circumstances, and to acquaint
you at the same time with the loss of two ships from India, the St Pierre and the
Nepiune, in order that you may make such arrangements as you may judge neces-
sary to remedy that misfortune, Sl !

“ That which I have sustained, has made me lose the advamagc wh!ch 1 shuuid .
otherwise have had over the English ships, on their return from Surat to Europe,
if T had arrived in ‘India at the time 1 proposed ; but I trust that ] shall yel be in
time to mect the ships of war of that nation, ; '

“ It is nccessary also to inform you, that I was very much alarmed lcal our
blacks should desert during our stay at Madlgascar The manner of treating them :

- on board the squadron is by no means harsh, so that we have lost but tlurtyir
' desertion; and by a bribe of gunpowder to :the chief of Mlmq!m' mﬂ_&qf them -
have been restored to us. k (ot AT AR
' “imbegofyounotmmakeanychangem arran
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