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Eztract oj a LAtter jrollL POl/djcherry, dated thl ad oj June, 1787; talre", from It 
. Journal oJ tbe Jsles qJ FrollCe and Bourho,,; Vol. I . NO.3. July, 1787. 

co We have suffered at Yanaan, and in all its environs, the same disaster which you 
have experienced at the Isle of France. Vie have had, during the night of the 19th 

and 20th of May, a most violent hurricane. The sea rose to an extraordinary ..!eight; 

all the houses at Yanaon h3\'e been inundated and destroyed: the English and DUlch 

factories have suffered a similar destruction. A considerable number of Negroes 

have been drowned. The ship ca\led ·L e Levrier. which had been sent to Yanaan 

to take in merchandize on account of the Company. and had actually taken in the 

greater pan of her cargo in the road of Coringa, has been driven two leagues to 

the leeward, into a plain in the midst of palm trees. The ship the Hellreux, which 

Wa6 in the river of Coringi' is lost, and five or six leagues of the country are 

inundated. 
U Four days after the hurricane the walen still remained, as it had rained during 

that time without ceasing. The extent of our losses has not yet bcen ascertained; 

they mu st be very considerable to the Company, as well as several individuals of 

Pondicherry. The waters have carried away a large quantity of linens, not only 
from the grou nd. Vo'here they were bleaching. but from the warehouses. some of 

which, however, have been recovered, by drawing them out of the mud and sand 

with whicb they were covered. Such is the dctail of this ruinous e\'ent."" 

A ccount oflbe Yolcano in the I sle of Bourboll, by M. Roclxm. 

'* This volcano, though its eruptions are frequent, has not occasioned any injury 

to the island since it haa been inhabited. The colonisu have very Vo'isely kept at a 

distance from thi, gulph, whose vicinity is very much to be dreaded, according (0 

the description given of it by M. de Commerson, a very learned naturalist . 

. '" M. de Cremont, at that time Intendant of the Isle of Bourbon, not only gave 

M. de Commerson all the assistance in his power, in order to facilitate his approach-

10 the mouth of tbe volcano, and to examine its productions, but accompanied him 
in his researchel. 

If The approac~es to the volcano C!f Ihe Isle of Bourbon are very difficult: the 

cduntry is entirely burnt up for ,ix miles round it; and very few of the iohabitam$. 

• Mr. DaJrymplc-Oricf\t1Il Rcpotitor~, Vol. II. p. 98. 
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are acquainted with the way by which its summit is to be attained . Seven days are 

rcqui.&i.te to perfonn that journey. H eaps of cinders. lava, and vitrified eanb, with 

rift s and prttipiccs, render all access not only laborious but dango-ous. The time 

must be very favourable, and without the appearance of a cloud, to allow of a visit 

to the crater: as a few drops of rain would be sufficient to provoke an eruption; 

when the imprudence of approaching it would cost the rash adventurer his life. 

If The "olcallic productions are very various; and w mclimcs there are found, at 

a great distance from the mountain, certain glassy fil aments, of an exettding fineness 

resembling hair. This kind of lava is not very common." 

TbejollO"J);1/g Descriptiol~ oj Ibis Volcano is by AI, B rUlul . 

" I t is situated almost at the summit of an hollow and dc~runcated mountain, 

whose b;ue. falling down with a gt:lltle indinalion, rtsls upon a bed of calcined eanh, 

at the distance of a league from the sea. Though the matter it contains i3 conti

nually boiling, it never rises so high as to proceed from the crater. In Ihe moment 

of an e.ruption, the lava is seen taking its course down the side of the mountain, in 

such a manner as to offer Ihe appearance of a fiery cascade. The light, which is 

diffu~d to a greal di stance, as well on sea as land, is equal to that of the moon in 

its full splendour. According to the tradition of the counllY, it was this natural 

Pharos, tha.t attracted the curiosity of the first Europeans who visited these coasts. 

" The environs of the vokano are covered wilh sa l ammoniac, sulphur, alum, 

and pumice slone. It is a remarkable circumstance, and very different from other 

volcanoes, that though its eruptions arc frequent, they arc never accompanitd with 

earthquakes. The security of the inhabitantS, therefore~ is not endangered by the 

vicinity of such OJ phznomenon, as is known to be the case in every country affiicted 

by them: nor has it been .obser\,ed that water is at any time th rown forth from this 

volcano ; or hilS any warm mineral spring been discovered in this island. 

r " In lhe mOlllh of J une, ' 187, this volcano was in a very remarkable sta te of 

CT\Ipuon. The summit of the mountain was covered with thick vapours. of a black 
• colour, which issued in clouds of a spiral form from the mouth of the ancient crater. 

On the 24th the lava ran down ItS far as the: sea; nine days after it ha~ ~glln to 

flow, it extended in cenain places to eighty fathom in breadth) and in others to 

fany. The liquid malter continued to rUIl during a momh) in greal abundance, 

and rormed a ficry current to I.bc very lea, of about sixty rathom in breadth, and 
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from ten to sh.1een feet deep. The waves of the sea smoked at the distance of thirty 

fathom from the place where the lava prtcipitated itself into the waters, amlming • 
yellowish-green colour, and fonning a broad line, to the lcewrad, of the same hue. 

" This current running parallel to another of a former period. which consists also 

of several beds of melted mauer, formed a projection. whose base was volcanised 
sand, mixed with a kind of ferruginous foam. Eleven days after the lava had rtached 
the 9Ca, a solid crust was formed on its surface, which was sufficiently strong to 

admit of being ascended, to about fifteen paces from the place whence it issued. 
Indeed one might ventu.re to walk without dan~r on a torrent of burning lava, if 
due precautions were taken. In the level pans it soon grows cool, and becomes 

hard as thick ice, while, through the crevices, the liquid matter might be ~n flowing 

on without interruption. 'V hen, however, it meets with any obstacle, it forces its 
way through the external crUSI, and covers it with a ne~ bed of boiling lava. On 

the ut of August the lava ceased to flow, but it diffused a considerable quantity of 
smoke, and appeared at tbe b8110m to be red_hot fa t lOme time afterwards. It was 

believed tbat another crater was discovered at about a league from St. Denis, the 
capital of the island: clouds of smoke and a very strong heat issued from a raville, 

whicb it was impracticable to approaeb during the ' pace of a month. At the end, 
however, of that period, it appeared that this heat and the smoke that accompanied 

it, issued from a cavern, tha t was the hiding_place of some Maroon Negroes. A 
fire having been ijghted in this place, either on purpose or by accident, was main
tained by a large quantity of leaves, stalks, and other combustible materillis. whicb 
were very dow in consuming, because the cavern admitted but a small ponion of 

air. The remains of birds nests, which were found there, dearly proved that the 

cavern had nOt always been exposed to a similar degree of heat; and this circum
stance, strengthened by other observations, quieted the alanns that this novel appear-
ance had excited. . 

" The Isle of France, which is in the vicinity of the hie of Bourbon, is cORliidertd 
as a country which has been exposed to the violent convulsions of nature. It abouodt 
in caverns, precipices, waterfalls, subterraneoul passages, iron mines, ca1cined uones, 
vitrificatiollS, burnt sand, and pyrites, which arc general indications of ancient 
volcanoes; but, on account of their antiquity, it i. not possible at thi. time to deter

mine their sit uation. The most lofty mounUlins in this island have not more than 
• 

five hundred fathom of elevation, while, in the ble of Bourbon, there are peaks 
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which rise to upwards of fifteen hundred fathom. The two islands, which ate more 
than thirty_nvc Jeae;ues d istant from each other, were, without doubt, formerly uQited, 

but have been divided by some violent effort of nature : there is indeed every 

reason to believe that they are still connected. though the conjoining parts are 

covered by the sea, and that some sublcrraneous passage forms a communication 

between them. 
" The earthquake which happened in the Isle of France on the 4th of August, 

1186, appeared to favour this conjecture. On tbat day, at thirty-five minutes past 
six in the morning. a calm succeeded to a strong east. and east-.outh-east wind, which 

had prevailed during four days; a subturane:ous nC?ise. that terminated by a sudden 

explosion. like the discharge of a cannon, was heard in the south.east quarter, and 

at the same moment twO violent shocks were feh, the one vertical, and the other 

horizontal: the barometer did not on thi! occasion indicate the least ebange in 

the atmosphere', and an east.soUlh.cast breeze commenced within a quarter of an 

hour, and continued till eleven on the foUowing night. This strange pha:nomenon 

was not accompanied with any destructive circumstance in the ble of France :; but 

it appeared that, at the same moment, the volcano in the hie of Bourbon had 

poured forth a greater quantity of lava than it had done on tbe preetding days. 

II It is reasonable thclcfore to luppose, that the combustible matter in the hie 

of France had fermcnted till it took fite, And having met with a resistance superior 

to it, own force, occ,ujoned Ihe sbocks which have been mentioned; when, being 

impelled in every direction, it round a passage, by a suhterraneous gallery, to ~ 

lale o( Bourbon, and not meeting with any resinance, issued from the crater of the 

volcano," 

Tb, slIcctedilig Obseroations will ellabU o/lr Readers 10 compore Ibt Yolcano of 

tlJe I sle oj Bourboll, witb the two mosl cdebra/ed Yo/ca noes of Europe • 

• \fount Vesuvius is two leagues to the east of Naples, and about two thousand 

r3th ~m rrom the sea; the circumrerence of its base is about ten leagues, and its ele
vation above the level of the sea, or the Gulf of Naples, is five hundmi and ninety. 

five fathom. It div;dea at about two.thirds of iu height, and its two summits are 

abellt five hundred fathom from each Olher: that towards the sea forms the volcano. 

l b 6rst eruption, as recorded in hiStory, was during the reign of Titus, in the . 

seventy.nioth year of tbe ChrnUan c;r.a, and ,.'bich was ttnde.re.d remarkable by the 



HISTORY OF MAURITIUS. 

death of Pliny the Naturalist, and the destruction of the cities of HCIT ulaneum and 

Pompeii. Some authors however pretend, th,ll thiS mountain had experienced 

seven eruptions previous to the reign of Augustus Cz:sar. 

According to a discourse of 8i1iu$ Italicus, who lived before the time of Titus, 

it was vcryevident to ocular examination, that it had discharged volcanic matter' 

prc\' ~us 10 that period, though there was 110 tradition of such an event. 

From the first known eruption to that which look place in the year 1754, there 

have b~ twenty-four; there have also been several since the latter period. That 
of April in 1694. was onc of the most considerable. The mountain then vomited 
forth flames during lhe greate r part of the ooth, and the la va ran from the upper 

part of the volcano like a river, to the dis l ce of three miles, destroying every 

lhing which obstructed its passage. 

n 1707, while the Neapolitans were occupied in making rejoicings for the sue. 

cess of the Imptrial forces, they were interrupted by a terrible eruption of Mount 

Vesuvius. The sky was entifely obscured in the middle of the day, by the quantity 

of cinders which issued from the volcano. 

In the intervals of these eruptions the inhahitants are oft en alarmed by earthquakes, 

which, however, do not prevent them from cultivating and inhabiting the sides of 

this dangerous mountain .• 

Mount £tna is situated fifty miles south _west of Messina, and ten miles west of 

Catania, whose vicinity is filled with other towns, villages, vineyarw, and plantations, 

which, as in the environs of Vesuvius, spring out of an abundant soil, that has bttn 

fertilized by the volcano. The mountain itself is enriched with trees almost. to ia 
tmmmit, which is surrounded with a circle of snow. 

The grand crater of Mount '£tna is six miles in circumference. The base of 

the mountain occupies :l tircuit of twenty leagues, and its elevation rises to two 

thousand fathom . 

. . On the eruption of this volcano in 1693, the town of Catania was destroyed in a 

moment, and eighteen thousand persons perished in its T~in', 

'. A learned and distineldeseription of Mount £tna,is to be fou~d in a work entit1ed 

La Pyrologie de Bouaoi de Leonuni! that intrepid naturalist had lhe courage lO 

a.scend the summit of tbe mountain three different times, in ' 5(0, ' 54.5, and 1558-

• See Sir William Hamilton on the eruption. of Mount VtSuYiut. 
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In s537. the wiPd bore the uhel, produced by the canOagration of the mountain, 
to upwards of an hundred leagues. 

In 1692 and 1693. on the gth, lOth. and 11th of January, there wuan eanhquake 

throughout Sicily, which not only overthrew the town of Catania, but also of AgQusta, 
greatly damaged that of Syracuse, with many.tovms and villages, and buried in their 
ruin! upward, of forty thousand penon,. But, notwithstanding such disasters, these 

towns bave been fe-established, perhaps, to be again destroyed. 

The dcmuction of Mcuina on the 5th of February. 1183. and the terrible phe
nomenon wbich occasioned it, is well known; we shall, nevertheless, present to the 
attemion of our readers, the following correct al)d curioLls account, by the learned 

M . Gallo, who was himself a wilOCSl of it. 
f< The preceding autumn had been rainy and. cold; the winds varied between the 

tOUlh.wc5I.1 the west, and the nonh-wcJt; and if the south-ca::t was at allY time per
u:ived, it was klK)wn to foretel a sudden storm and of shon duration. Before tbe 

rising and aetting of the lun. the horizon appeared to be charged with thick douds, 
which displayed tbemselves bctwecR the easl, the south_west, and the south. 'fbe 
~ginning of the winter was dry and temperate: in the month of January it frequeru\y 

uined; an4 the: showers wefC not only violent, but accompanied with a stormy 
wind froql .the south-ea!:l. and the south. The air was rather temperate than cold, 
because after the rain the rays of the lun were extremely hot. The winds continued 

10 he "OImy. 

" At the extremity of the Strait of Charybdis, there appeared lOme irregularily in 
tide., an extraordinary boiling up of the waters, and at interval. a noise was heard • 
but mex phznomena did not attract attention. On the 5th of Fcbrua~, at fony ... 
eight minutes past eleven in the morning, the eanh experienced $orne light .bocks, 
wbicb J()Qn became violent, and were accompanied with roarings and .deh irregular 
lDOtioal that the ground was seen lO undulate OD all sides, wbile tbe waU, of howe. 
duhed agaihlt each Olber. and fell in large masses, with the floors aad roofs. Tbm: 
or btr IUClCCaivo tbocks increased the horror of the moment. HoulC:I, palaces, 
"f'IIpIea, .... duucbea. were .haken down. The canh sunk ill lOme pIaoea. iIIld 
~ in odoen; atllIlD, llame. from iu bumiag chua. The aeighbouring 
__ .,. .. ~ __ .- abu"e its onIinaty level, ..,_d the IDOle, dashed 
ill impot_._ ...... the paIaoe, aDd _<red a coaoiderable part of the 

arirjme ~ .~.,cd 1101.", the ~WltHll-bOUl<, In ,hi. "ene 01 
Il~ 



HISTORY OF MAURI'l'IUS· 

confillion 'and desolation, the inhabirant. nnhe.,) into the. .. 1F' JtreetIIDII the Web J 

where, while consternation had aciuci their heans. the earth thooil:' under their reeC, 
and the cloud.<! poured fonb hail and rain with rc,i.tleu impetuosity on II!Jeir beadlJ. 
It was a varied and indescribable scene of ruin, diatreu. and death. 

" The trepidation however of the eam continued witb a concentraled rDunnur. 

-'like that of a bomb which bursts after it is buried in the earth. At tb1lcc in the 

morning the sbocks increased to IUch. degree, that those building. whith baa resiJted. 
from their massive Itrength. were thrown down, and the ncipal public edi6cu 

shaken into ruins. The sea also, by iu violence and unwual_c, aided the ga.eral 
.cent of devastation. 

ff On the ud of the same month at len in the evening, the buildings which had 
only crumbled in parts, feU at once, and Measina waa destroyed. The very stones 

appeared as if they bad been pounded in a monaro 

From the {jth of February to the 9th of March intiwivc. there were no leu thaD 
one hundred and eighty ~motions. 

,. I t is not easy 10 dc:tell1)inc: the number or inhabitants which perished at Messina; 

they are nOl, however, supposed to have exceeded five hundred, as the shoeks were 
preceded by certain notices which gave them an opponunity to escape: though of 
the number of thrue who survived, the rourth pan was dragged forth from the ruins

of the buildings in a wounded or maimed condition • 
.. The value of rhe public edifices and bouses which were destroyed amounted 

at least to fiftttn milliolls of Roman crowns, and the lou of furniture. mcrchaadize, 

and gold and silve r, was still more considerable." 

n, 4gricullure oj lbe Id, oj Bourbon, b, M. Poi'O,.,. 

01 'fhe wil of the hie. of France and Bourbon is naturally u kniic as Ihal of 
Mada~r. and lbey enjor a more favourable dimue. The WItT of these islaoda 

hal no PO", and is not rruoh frequented by lhipping: but ,he manners of the inha
bitants are simple, and iu agriculture Oourilhea. The hie of Bourbon prodUcel 
wheat, rice, and maize, more than sufficient ror ill own cOll6umplion. a. it alfoIIII 
a ponion of lho$e grains for the' supply of abc Jt&e of France. The .. me modi 
of cultivation is pursued as in tbe Island qf M.Ja,UCU'. The c:aule and ... 
whicb wtre lranlported from thence bave abo IUcceedcd, more pa~ ... 
gra .. called FaIIk, whid> f...,. aD clIIXllco1 J>IIIUII&<, wu olio ""'-1"' ..... 



"HISTORY OF MAURITIUS. 

tnd nataflHaed in the Isle of Bourbon. But the principal object of cultivation 

b coffee. The first plants of this thrub was brought from Moh. and it is mulu_ 
plied by its grainJ. which it sows itsclf. It, i, necessary to dress the ground round 

the yOllng plant tWO or three times in the course of the fint year, in order to de:

stroy the weeds which might share in its subsistence, and it win thea require no 
further care. Its branches, that extend horiz.ontally and are very Ihick. suffocate, 

8! it were, any other plants whicb might spring up about it. In about eighteen 

months the coffee tree begins to bear fruit, and in the third year it is in fuji 
be.rinB'~ The young shrubs are planted in squares. at the distance of about seven 

feet from each Olher, and they are kept down, Sy the pruning knife, to about t .... o 
ftet from the eanh. 

U The coffee tree requires a light earth, 'and succeeds better in pure aand than in 
• rich eanh. In the I sle of BOIuhon, each tree: produced, on an average, a pound 
of berries, anQ it ripens and is gathered in a dry season; a circumstance which gives 

it a very great ad"antage over the coffee of the American islands, that ripens and iii 
,athered in rainy seasons. It is afterwards exposed to the sun during Kveral days, 
till the berry is dry and contracted: it is then discmbarrused of its pulp. 

U Cocoa trees Boorish in the Isle of Bourbon, though they are no longer to be 

eeen in the hie of France:· they were probably destroyed by the first inhabitants. 
This tree is very uacful, not only (or 11$ fruit, but as it .upplies the principal wanu 
of man: who derives &om it not only food and drink, but wood for building hi. 
habitation, whkh is covered with its leaves. while its bark tUlni". him with clothing 

and with fud. 
II This island also produces the tree from whence the benzoin is distilled, a rtsinons 

and ,weel-.melting gum, whicb issues (rom. the tree by incision, and whoae qualities 
are wen known. This tree is also a native of Siam, Sumatra, &C. There are tWO 

kiodI or benZOin, the one collctaed in dropa, whic:h i, the be., and the other in IarJe 
pieces. 

" The' fint is dan, tnnsparent, and or a reddisb colour, 1pCck)ed, u it were, 

with _ IpOII, "'" -...embIe broken almonclo. This cim ... ux:e bas &iven it !he 
..... of ~ ... illIIJ8Uloidll. It afford. AD aroma&ic aad pIcaoaot odour, 

• n.. ~ ~ ... 11 Maurid", wbcb it WII diIccMred. bat tbcir UIdUlDes. bu pl'Offd 

abo 
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and is used by perfumers as well ill by physicians. . The flower of benzoin i. an 
excellent pectoral medicine, and is used also ~o remove obstructionso, 

-.- We shall still have occasion to make frequent mC!ltion of the Isle of Bourbon 
in the accounts which will follow of the Isle of France, with whose hist~ry it is evi
dently connected, and particularly as they are both under the general jurisdiction of 
the same governor&. The oocription of the Isle of France which has been already 
given, comains a: chronological table of all its governors from its first discovery. As it 
furnishes but few interesting cvent~ tiJIlhe arrival of M. de la Ballrdonnais, and as me: 
most authentic: and instructive materials, since the commencement of his government. 

arc 10 be found in the correspondence of Daron Crant. who was not only an eye 

wimess of, but absolutely engaged in, that administration, during a period of cleven 

years; we shall proceedlto give bis letters in a regular series, which will communicate 

every !hing that is to be known of the civil and military history of this island, with 
the manners and customs of tbe i~bitanU. for me 'pace of twenty yean. wimou& 
the least interruption. 

• • 

• 
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, CHAPTER VI. 

Ldters oj Baron Grant, respecting the Isle oj France.-'J'7x following &on

toitlt a short general Descripfi01I, u!i/b all Ac",utd oj !be. first Operations qf 
M. d. la Bourdo,,,,ais, Governor oj tbat Island, to tbe Year 1744. 

LETTER II.' 

hIe of Fr.:nce, nib of February, 17~f. 

My first letter contained an extract from the journal of my voyage. with 'orne 

local descriptions of Ihis island, as well as those of Rodriguez and Bourbon, bolb 

from m)l. own observations, and the best information I could obtain from others: 

after having considered the soil and iu productions, 1 shall proceed 10 describe. the 

uses to which they are applied, by those whose culture has either produced or im
proved them ror the public advantage. t 

It will not appear surprising, that the" rar greater part of the mili~ry officers whom 

war has conducted to this island, should wish to fix thdr abode in it, when aU the 

circumstances attached 10 it arc faithfully enumerated: a delightfu~ climate, a clear 

sky, and a soil which produces every thing Ihal is useful and gratify ing to ~an. 

While mountains, whose summits arc never covered with snow. and wllo~ dedi"i. 

ties. bright with verdure, arc conuasted with towering rocks, compose amphilheatn:3, 

which present a varied and picturesque scene of grandeur and beauty. 

From the tops of the hills, small Streams and rivers of a pure and Ii.mpid water 

gulb forth, and, forming beautiful cascades as they fall, wind at length through the 

vallie. wbich they fertilize and adorn, at once enriching the country. and refreshing, 

\he dwellinll' of \he happy inhabit.n ... 

• The Int lAtt8' .... to.ermt in tbt IntroduCdoD. 
t Hmna ..... ., ..... "nee hi, rttllm to France. in arranliac tIIete letters. (wrutb 

.,... .rittetl bJ hIa. • WI fuaIIJ in NormmclJ. durin, bit midtnct a' Mauritiul). wt haft 

.deW tbeIa widr. obea~'" muC1 of IIlbelqDalI iDlluUy aod i~lon. 
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Africa and Asia dispute the properly of this island. which nature bu plaeed in 
the vast expanse of the Indian Ocean; but our modem geographers, better instructed 

than the Ptolomies and the Strabos. have assigned it to the first of I~ tWO ancient 
quarters of the globe i though it is altogether free from the dangerous InimalJ with 
which those .continenti are infel&ed. 

Ccnainpans of the forests hue been cleared, particularly in the M:igbbourhood 
Qf Pon Loui •• &c. and plantations eltablished. 

There is but the difference of an hour between the longeat and the shortest day. 
I shall not mention in this place the violence of the winds. which h~ already 

been particularly detailed: at the same time I shaJ1 just obser\le, that tbe rains form 
our happiness, not only because they refresh the air and are never of long duration, 

but at they are the fir$t cause of the fertility which i. our boast. 
Hunting, which is punued without difficulty, and with continual success. is one 

of our principal resou1Ci. 
We have three kinds of partridge. none of which are the same as those of Franc~. 

though some of them approach the red-legged species of our country. From the 
heat of the earth, they are compelled 10 perch on the trees. Guinea fowls are 
common in the woods, and ihere were plenty of white hares, whose Oesh is indif~ 
(crem, hut they are now become very rare. 

MOl1kies, parroqueu, and bats, are in great abundance, and are pursued by the 
!!pOrtstnnn. The IWO latter are generally admitted to tbe tables of lite inbabitanU. 
notwithstanding the repugnance which the bat at 6m inspires as an article of food. 
The Portuguese alone add monkiea to the number of cOD'ICatible animal .. 

The number of plantations at this time established in the bland lDIOunt to one 
huncJr~d and fourteen, .wruch are dividod joto four principal disnic&., or quarters. 

The .6rfl, alA which is ocafen to the toWn. it &bat of 14 Mimhl,gn, Lo"lf1M, 

making a pan of, or adjoining to Pa",plemotlUf'. 
The ...,ond i. 00 the left oide of the po", di-oraI .. from the quaner of FIIoq. 
The third is three league. from tbe town. iD retumiag to the right, md is nImCd 

by the Dutch, ,the plain' of Willem,. . 
Tbe founll, n!med Mok4. is ,iwaled ........ beyond the J_. "'!I111 iho 

emaaky m the tQounWns U J. Yilll. 
Thm: I • ., • fiftb q ....... which .... hod _ M. de.'MI " ••• t".-

D .... of rdll64gut. aad i. aboYe IhII of P""JII_,ISU.. . 
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There i, still another small incrcuing quarter, caUed FJidc, or Flacq. 
Thequaner of PorI Bourbon, on the JOulhRcasl, continues to be neglected. 

'9' 

The lown of Port Louis, which is also called the Camp, because me DUICh, 
when they first visited the island, formed a camp there, is situated at the cXlrcmity 

of Port Loui$', al the opening of il valley which is aboullhree quarters of a ~gue 

in depth, and four hundred fathoms in breadth, and i. tenninated by a circular chain 

of lofty mountains. 
The sides I)f these mountains are covered with an high grass, which, in dry 

Kason_, i. commonly burned by the Maroon Negroes. Thiscircumstance giv~ to 

the mountains a dreary aspect, and has occasioned some navigalOrs, who bave not 

landed on the bJilnd, to describe it as a barren country. 
The highest pan of the Morn", or mountains which inclose the bottom of the 

valley, bas been shattered; the m ost elevated of ill parts is a1 its uuemity. and it 
called Pet.rbotte. 1" lummit is terminated by a nak~d and insulaled rock, called 

H POUCI. which is said to resemble the figure of a woman. There are a great 
Dumber of trees in the viciruty or tbe POlIce; and a rivulet springs from it. which 
Dows through me town.* • 

• The fol1owiRa abUt frttm tbe llomlJlce of Paul and ~ir,inia. by Bernardm Sr. Piem.:¥ld 

.hich it the openme or it, i. fIlCh a c()n'cct I' ... ell as. interesting dClicription. that To't ba .. c 110 

ilnItatioa in oI'ainC It u an embellifhmft't fO this part of OUT Hiltory . 
.. Ou lbe eutG'n .we of &he IftO'IlntaLD whieh ritn abot'e Port Louis, in the hIe of Franct. and 

in • rpot that ban tbe marb of f'onan cuhioratio.!, are IftQ tbe nlil" of ",,0 huts. They Ire 

.ataated near the centre of a circular nlleJ. formed b, lIupcndoul rocks. and ,.hiUl opens onfy to 
the IIOnh. 011 tbe kft riaellhe IDOUAtam ealled the Mo,.,te di III DI,oncrtc, from whence tip' 
are diJplayed to lhe shipt which approKh the island. and If the foot of it is the: IO'\II'Q of Port Loui.o.

On !lIe ",ht is the road ,.hich lead. from Port LoaI. to PampJeraOtltsel. Ind beyond it Ihe cburch 
Itfn ih hall. nrno.nded by irs avenues 01 baatbclo, in the '!Iidlt of a .paciou.. plain : a forest tbm 
..... bleb "retches on to the e.llolremitia at the Uland. Thu . pot coaulWldl • new of tbe 

..,. r ...... , alilde Ie the rilnl " Ccllr£llbl.,.u, and bqood it eM ezpudtd oecu. 00 
It. surface., which. ."., Kftn.I unionahited islaDdt, aod amon, dw rat tbe: Co .. h Miff, 
wbIdI .... __ .......... the aMbl of d~ .... 

., .. t" _III ... .., •• hic:b dispJa,.. • new 0110 IIDAn1 ftriouI objects,.. the echoes of 
.... , ..... tae df ...... tbe hollow __ .*.w. wbicb .... tlat Dtiahbourinr 

..... a tbat ...... the dittaDt 1ICItft; bac Bear rbe ftliDtd 

"'" ......... arc Ndc steep rock,. that rise 
~ff __ "_"".Io __ ""an4 .. 1bW 
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The hOllscs of which the town consists are built of wood, and covered with 

planks and the Jcavcs of the palm tree. They do not rise above tbe ground Ooor, 

in consequence of the winds and tbe heat : they are separated from each other by 
the gardens thal surround them: the meets are in a straight line, and trees should 

be philnled to render them cool. It is indeed to be lamented. that those which 

co\'eroo the envi rons should have been destroyed, as they must have protected the 

town and port from the fury of the winds. The soil, as we ';ave already observed. 

is .fprinkled with rocks. , • 
The island i's watered with morc than sixty rivulctJ, though some of tbem loose 

their water in the dry season; a circumstance which has become m 

since so much of the wood has been destroyed. 

T.here are a considerable number of pools in the intenor parts, which, being in 

the midst of the woods, retain their water. Among othe rs, there is a small lake near 

the mountai n called the Pi/Oil, which is in the centre of the island. It is said that 

sea~fish are found in it, though I cannot confirm that account by my OWl! experience: 

it is however but liule ktl ..... n, from the remoteness of ill situation. 

There is frequently a great difference in the temperature of the air between two 

neighbouring plantations, according to the side of the mountains where they arc 

respectively placed. 

There is at present but a small quantity of caule, as the inhabitants do not 

avail theO'lsch'cs of the rivulets to water the districts, whicb by such a contrivance 

would become excellent pa$lurage;.$O that tbe cows have no more milk thaD j, 

necessary to maintain their young. 

As there is no butter, we make use of bogs-lard and nuuUGign, • kind of pale 
which is brought (rolll Ind ia. It resembles the rank butter of Normandy, aud ita 

name indicil.:i its quality. Crease is also furnished from the f.t Jumps which grow 

majeule fUmmits, where tltl, clouds 5ffln to I"t'pose. The aho'ftn which their hold pinnacles 
auraet, illuminlle the dUJl(y ~ec.livitiM with the coloun of the rainbow~ and feed the Iprinas at 
their (eet, which swell into lhe rinr of the LIlf4,u,rI • 

.. In uli, l eelusioo reigns tbe most profound . ilmoe: thewaten, the air, in short."", elaent 
iJ at peace. The «ho scarce repeltl the whiipCfl of the ,.tm trees, the points of wbole lIrOIIl 
ka .. " ...... e gcntly in tht wind. A .oft li,ht beam. 00. tbe bottom or tbit deep nllq, wWcb 1M 
sun don DOt reach till noon i but hii earliest n}'l pel the awnmitl of tbto rockI, ...... ... 
peaks, _,.t.re the ,badOWI of thc mowm.in, aN doIthcd In tinb of told .......... ~ 
jng 011 the aim' 'kl! 
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above the shoulders of tbe callie that arc brought from Madagascar. and serve as a 

saddle (0 those who ride on them. One of these lumps wi ll weigh from thirty to 

forty pounds, and upwards. Its grease, however, is very unpalatable, and instantly 

coagulates: hence it is that we prefer hog's.. lard and turtle oil, which never 

congeals. 

The water of the rivers appearc~ at first to be unwholesome, as it gave the 
cramp to the young ducks, and brought on the bloody_nux in those per~ons who 
d rank them : a quality natural to all wate rs which are shaded by woods from the 

influence of the sun. For though it is injudicious to Slrip an h:lt country of its wood, 
it is dangerous to inhabit it when entirely covered with forests} panicularly in the 

vicinity of water. 
The temperature of a country lately discovC!Tcd, or JlC!wly inhabitcd, may be 

entirely changed by dC!stroying the 'A'ood; though such a mC!asure should he adopted 

with great consid$!rationt according to the heat or the climate, and the natu re o r the: 
soil. It would bf! necessary to leave the wood$ on the mountains, and a cerlai" 

proportion of them on the plains, in order to amacI the clouds, and to feed the 
lOurces of those streams, which, on quiuing thC! shade, would he purified by the sun, 

berore thry arQve in Ihose parts, beneath the hills, which are generally prererred by 

new scttlers4ltr lhrir habitations; they would thcn refresh the ~rounds which are 

prC'flired..for pastures in tj1e bottom or vallies. Mcadow, as well as arable land, 

should be panially decorauxl with mlSieS of wood. inclosmg lines, or single trees : 

they should also be lert or planted in ruch a manner thill the air may frC!t'iy ci rculate 
through thC!m; while at the same lime they may prOtCclthe crc..ps rrom destructive 

winds .nd parching heat. 

The woods which arc felled must neceuarily be burned; and their ashes wnI 
DOt ooly fcnilize the soil, but purify it from reptile. and insects. This plan how. 

ever will be adopled, with the exception of those trees which may be applied to usc:ful 

purposes. and magazines of them' muSl be formed, to preve nt the future devaslalipn 

of those parh where it may ~ nece$sary co pTC:$erve them. 

On the fint IftIJe:mem of any country, a regular and general plan sbould be rormed, 

by which .n future operations should be governed; and when fire is f'mplo) ed to 

cldr the pound. .nd a email Dumber of scttlen have no Olhcr means or ptrfonning 

IUcb an ~ Me mUll be used to direct iu course. and check its e:'lI,K'~s.ion 

beyood ,be llmila .... 1CCl1O iu fury. A ntglcCl of such p~ccaution .s Cilwcd Ihc 
C 
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destruction of almost all the wood which covered me ulaftd of Madeira, on the first 
discovery of it. This conl1agration. it is said, lasted 5even years. 

In the Isle of France, the banks of the rivers were no sooner deprived of their 
shade, tllan the ..... alcr became wholesome; but the destruction of all the: wood in the 
environs of Pon Louis, was a fatal error, as it is now exposed to the violence of 

the winds, as well as to tbe heat of the sun. and ICveral of the neighbouring rivulet. 

have been dried up.· 

At Ihis moment (1740) an eighth part of the island is not yet cleared, so that 
it wilt be long before the »Qpulation is equal 10 the extent. 

If. however. we are not rich in cattle, we posselS a great abundance of fowl. 
as well as both land and sea lurll<\ which art not only a great rcaource for the sup

ply of our ordinary wants, but serve to barter with the crews of .ru.p. who pm in 
bere for refreshment in their voyage to India. 

The: time or my arrival, which was the month of August, it the WiDler aeuon 
in this island; ir 1 m3Y employ' such an exprelSion in a COUDtry where the bouIea 
arc built without chimnies, except for the purpotes or the kiLChen. 

The summer is very dry, and the ground is in a state of aridity during that 1tUOn. 

Tbc warm rains then succeed, giving -such vigour to vegctatton, that the weed. 
frequently prevail over the regular crops, which arc twofold in the course or the 
year. In this seuon is sown the maizc, which serves as the rood of the Negibet~ 
as well u the rice, which the Cf('olo ladies prefer to the linelt bread, though .imply 
boiled in water. and without the least seasoning: they however ICQOn 1hcir favourite 
dishes, which they call Caris and Pwls, with the hotteJt spice .. 

In the mamh. or May and June we &Ow our com, which we reap. the ead of 
Septcmbt:r, as well as various kinds of beans. the gteatc:r part of'wbkb II feftt to the 

magazines ar the Company, to be ready for .upplying the: -PI. Com generany 
produce. an bundrcd.rald. 

When 1M gnu .prings up in the raioy ..... it Ie eeullary to take care that 
the cmle do not gnrge themaelvea with it. wbich would be attmdod with ratal con
lCIJuenccs. Thil year has been marked wilh _rillty. ucl oW' island ia ... _ 
with deallh: indeed, it hu happened thal lhe N .... and labewer. ~ bceb 
heceuarily lelll to li '/e by hunting in &be woorJa, or 1M: produce.r ,doa",_ 

• 'I'be. ineoImaitnCti holm'Cr Ire fully counter''' • .da. if it bt -~ ..... 
lwrricauet, t:iIIw die ym 1789, bu beaI cnlllllIJ" pnc dlaaiDutjop '; • .,~Il 
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The (oasta abound in Ihh, which have been already described, as weU as the 
enormous eels that are found in the rivers. I have frequently killed tbem with my 

gun in shallow walers. In the rainy and hurricane seasons lh<-se rivers become nu

pendou. cataracts. Our venison, which is fat, is very good. and serves us instead 
of beef: but it musl be gOt from the forests, where the deer are very numerous: 

on account of the heat and their fal, they are easily taken. It is howe"er a circum
stance to he lamented. thaJ. from the temperature of the air, fr~ meat cannot be 

kept longer than t ..... o days. 
The birds very much diminish in the woods, as the monkies. which arc ill gtUI 

~umbcrl. devo!,!r their egg~. The parroqueu however arc still numerous, as lhey 
make their nelts in the holes of the rocks, which the monkics cannot a~enrl. 

The Governor's hOl1se a.nd the Company's magazines, which are situated at the 

entrance of the port, are built entirely of stone: the I;luer are placed in front 
on each side of Ihe former; ;md the inlennediale spacet which is considerable, is 
.used :liS a place of amlS. T~e edifices arc erected in the Italian style, with nat 
roofs, which serve as terraces. This small town is the habitation of all those who 

'" are employed in the service of government; as well as of merchants and other& 

who are not possessed of plantations. 
The India Company reserves the commerce to itself: it makes advances to 

the flIhabitants, and i& reimbursed by the produce of their plantatioos. The money 
of France i . not current here, excepl pieces of two sous, which do not pm for 
more Iban cighlem deniers, by which valuation we are considerable loser •• Of (heat 

'We have adequate supplies_. but the teafaring people, who sell us certain contraband 

articles, insill on being paid in currency, on every piece of which they pin one
fourth in France: hence it is that our coin is carried away. 

We have Spanish piastres, which with us pass for four livres ten sallS, and in 
France are laken for five livres two SOUl, and sometimes more. If we were per_ 
milled to engage in commerce, the profit would be certain, from the exchange in our 
favour. We have, besides, a paper currency, whicb is confined to the island: it 
conaiau of parchment bilb, from ten 10 an hundred livres. 

At the time of my an1val, M. de la Bourdonnais wa Governor of the: Isles of 
France and Bourbon, but he was gone to France. ror rcaaon. whicb will be here
aIier explained I M. SL Martin wu Depucy Governor during his ablCocc. 
No de Ia BounIonaaU, who IDly be CCIIIIidcml u the Founder oFtbi. eolooy, aaaI 

Ce_ 
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50 imponant a pan in its tSlablishment and adrnillistration. that I should be guilty 
of an ine:~cusable omission, if I did not give a regular runory of him ~nd his tran ... 

actions 10 the present momem. * 

Account.-qflbe AdmillisJralion oj 'AI. de lo Bourdonnais, G(!fJlrllOr General oj lb, 
Isles 0/ Prance olld BOIITho/,. 

1699.-M. de la BOl,lrdonnais was born at St. Malo in 1699, and from his ear_ 

liest years manifested a decided preference to the naval profession, for which he 

was prepared by the instructions of Ute best masters. At the age of len years he made 
his first voyage to the South Seas. In 17..131 he made a second, with the rahk of 

; Ensign, to the EaSl Ind ies and the Phillipine Islands: in this voyage he studied 

mathematics under a learned professor of the order of Jesuits. 

J 7 I 7,-In 1116 and I 7 I 7, he made a third voyage, to the North Seas, and in 

1718 a fourth voyage:, to tl}f Levant. 

J 7 ' 9·-In ' 7' 9 he embarked, for the foutdl time, in tbe service of the India 

Company, fo r Sural, v,'ith the TJnk of Second Lieutenant. 

1713.-1n 1723 he went in the same £crvice, and with the rank of First Lieu~ 

lenanl, to Ind ia. In the cour&e of this voyage he composed a treatise on the COI1 _ 

s.ruclion of ships. At the same time hOe rendered a signal service to the Cumpany: 

a ship called the Bourbon was stranded, and .here were no immediate means of 

u.ving her from destruclion j when M. de la .Bourdonnais had the courage to ven_ 
ture in a common boat from the Isle of Bourbon to the hie of France, from whence 

he brought a !>hip, which came in time to save the stranded vend, and to enable 
her to return to Europe. 

J724.--No sooner w:u M. de la Bourdonnais re1.umed to France, than he 
re_embarked in '124 for the I ndies, with Ihe rauk of Second Captain; and in the 
COtlrse..or this voyage M. Didier, Engineer to the King. taught him the science of 

fortiication and military tactics. • 

On hi' arrival ill l ndja, he found at Pondich~rry te\'l::ral vessels belonging to 

the Company, ready to sail on all expedilion 10 get possession of Mabi. The 

• We .ball pro«td to gi~ I dttaiI of tbe opn-atioM 01 M. de Ia Dollrdonnli., •• WIU ita ,be 
Jalet at an the cout of Judi., to tbe end of th~ year I'", befole we n:~. the .ulKoqot .... ,..,.. 

of"" COIrc~~e of B:r.ron Grtnl, In order llut no inttrruplion might bo: linD 10 tbt (oune 
of irutTt.tinl tmlU. in which M. de 1& BourdonnaU wu .0 makrLaJ, ~. 
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aquadron appointed to this auac.k was commanded by M. de Parda illan > and though 
M. de 101 Bourdonnais cftiored AD higher rank than that of Second Captain, he was 
entruSlcd, 011 Ihis occasion, wilh the greater part of the warlike operations, as well 

35 the regulaiion of the fo rces. He, at the same time, invcmcd a new kind of raft 

to facilll.lte the descent, so that the trOOpS accomplished that object without ""etting 
their feel. and in complete order of battle. This war last('d (ill the following year. 

and finished by the capture of lVabt. which was succeeded by a treaty of peace. 

At ,hat pe:riod M. de la Bour«lonnais had made effcclUal preparations to destroy 

the 5eulemcnls of the enemy along the eoas!. 

On the termination of the war, he gave himself up entirely 1.0 commercial emer

prize, and remained in the Indics to fit OUt private armaments. Ii; was, indeed. 

lhe fin t FrclH'hman who engaged in simi lar urldertakings ill these .sea5, in which he 
was so succcnful, a5 well as in his different voyages in every part of Ind ia, that he 

made a ,'ery ample [ortllne. 

As he had acquired a consummate knowledge of lndia, and had gained the 
confidence of the nations with whom he had traded, he was thereby enabled to ren

der some tmportant services to the ships of Ihe King of Portugal. He saved twO of 

them; and Wis, besides, so fortunate as to conciliate the Arabs and the Portuguese. 

who were on the point of engaging in actual hostilities in the road of Moka: they 
were equally grateful to him for his beneficial interposition, and his conduct on 

this occasion induced the Viceroy of Goa to invite him to Clller i",o the service of 

the King of Portugal. as captain of a ,hip i and, as an inducement to accept the 

proposition, that officer l)I'csemcd him with the Ordu t:f Cbrist, and letters patent 

of nobility, which were accompanied with the title of J\gem of his POrtuguese Ma. 

jesty on the coast of Coromandcl. M. de 101 Bourdonnais aect:ptcd theac offers. in 

order to gain a more perfect acquaintance .... ,ilh the resources and extent of the coru

merce of Indi a, and he remained du,ing two years in the sen'iee of tbe crown of 

Portugal. He wa5 more particularly induced to enter into this engagement from the 

con6denudl communication of the Viceroy of Coa, respecti ng a projected attack on 

Mombatt. M. de la Bourdonnais was entrusted, undu the orders of the Viceroy, 

'With lhe liege ()f this place, ..... hich the Ponuguese were allxious to retake: and he 

was animatro. with the hnpc of acqui.ring honour in this expedition: but when the 
I 

de~lgn failed, r ... an ahenuon in the plans of the Portuguese government. he 

returned iUlo FrlDte in 1733. 111 the fullowing year, after several couferences 
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_ith me miaItten 011 the state of the c:olooia and the GO~« 011. abc king 
was pleased to appoint him Cove:rnor General of me lalet of Fnacc and Bourbon. 

'73S.-Thus furn h-hed with every necessary power, both from the gOvtm1DCnt 

and ,he India Company, he embarked in the beginning of the year 1135, ADd arrivm 
at his government in the month of June. The object of the minister in appointing 
him to this imporl2Jlt office, WI. the re..estahlishment of good order, in a C:OUDtry 

which was a scen~ of liccmiou.neu, cODfu.ion; and anarchy. 
To give an idea of the siWltion in which be found these islands when he anived 

there, it mUSI be absented, that the Isle of Bourbon was first- peopled by certain 
Frenchmen who saved themselves from the massacre of ForI Dauphin, at Mada_ 
gascar, and several handicraft5Ill.en of different veNtls, who were joined by other 
Europeans of "arious descriptions. With respect to lhe Isle of France, it wu 'not 
inhabited ,ill between tht;..years 1712 and 1720, and even then the number of per

sons settled on it were so few that, till '730, the Iodia. Company were doubtful 
whether they 'Should keep, or aiandon it. At length, however, thae two islands 
have bad their distinct destinations; the one to the culture of coffee, and the mher to 
aH'ord refreshment to ships employed in the India and China trade. The soil of the 
]sIc of Bourbon being proper for plantations of coffee, they ha\'e succeeded there, 
and atLraclcd a considerable Ilumber of inhabit.ants. The advantages or the Isle of 

France being of another kind, it became expedient to form a colony there, for the 
purpose of furnishing vessels with provisions and other Ucte5sary refrcshmenu. 

The most natural and efficacious means, therefore, was to make an advance of 
live and dead stock, necessary implements, and slaves, to the inhabitanul to put 
them in a condilion to form a .settlement with the views already mentioned: but the 
Company ..... as di&appomred in iu expectations, from the injudicioul IDlIDbel' in which 
the&e advancec were made, to all kinds of people, without inquiring whether they 
had the industry or the talents necessary to ensure IUCeea. In abort, till the amval 
of M. de la Bourdonnais, the ble of France had. been very burtben$Ollle to the 
Company. who, exhausted by the conlillual ,uppliea which it required, bad given 
very precise orders to M. de la Bourdonnais. not onl), to withhold any futW'e advaoc::a 
to the inhabia.anu, but also 10 exact reimbu1'lCtDenta or.U tboae which had beenau.d:y 
made. It milY be readily imagined, that the COOIIIIUnication of thcIe incli ... ..w. 
orders aliea,,", the mindsof the people, but this wu DOt the OIIIy dif&c:ulty .... 
which M. de Ia BourdoDnail bad to contcDd, iD tbe execution of Ilia ".if') h. 
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The administration of justice. of &he police, and of commerce, as well as tbe 

military and marine departments, were a lOurce of still mQrc painful occupations. 
He found justice administered by [wo Councils, one of whicb depended on the 

other: the Superior Council was in the hie of Bourbon. Since the arrival of M. 

de 1. Bourdonnais, his Majesty iuued letters patent, which conferred an equal power 

on the Council in the hIe of France, in whatever concerned the criminal law. With 

respect to the general administration, the Council where the Governor resided, wu 

to be the superior. A. may be suppoaed, thete aherations were auended witb very 

beneficial elfcc:ts: M. de 1. Bourdonnais may boast that, during the cleven yean of 

hi. government, there was but one law.suit in me Isle of France, as he accommo_ 

dated an disputes by his own amiable interposition. Jt might also be added, that 
after his arrivallho.se disputeJ. which had ao often interrupted tbe harmony of the tWO 

councils. no longer prevailed. 

The police was also a very interesting object; more particularly as the Maroc.n 

Negroes carried disorder and desolation into the vcry heart of the hie 01 France. 
M. de la Bourdonnais discovered the secrt:t of destroying them, by anning blacks 

against blacks, and in fonning a marechaume of the Negroes of Madagascar. who 

at kngm purgecllhe idand of the greater pan of thc.sc marauders. As for conllncrce. 
there was no idea of it when M. de liiI Bourdonnais arrived in the islands. He first 

planted. the IDgu-cane there. and em.blishc:d manufactures of cotton and indigo.· 
The one find, a Yenl al Sural, Mob, aDd in Persia, and the omcn in Europe. 

Agriculture was equally neg!rctcd in these islands.i and such was tbe indolence 
of the iPbabitanu. that they did not avail themselves of lhe advantages with whi .... h 

the surrounding soil wu ready to reward their labour. M. de la SQurdonnais. how_ 
evu, pvc a new tum to their character, awakened a Ipirit of activity. and brought 

aM. 10 c:okivlte all the grain necclll'Y Cor the subsistence of the two islanda, in 

order IhIl Ihey might: be no longer lubject to that Itate of dearth whicb bad been 

.. ~ ia _. and which bad ......uf compelled the inbabiJan .. 10 apply 

to .... Ni ........... &0 the native fwiu and root. of tbe country, for their 
...... _ With .... 'fie)' 0100 M. de 10 1Iotud0llDais iDU1)duced. though not 

wiIbow. OD ........ -""'''1, the caltivation or the md.ioc:. which be'" Il M:ngth 

:-rr.-.... 1.110& of Sc. J"8" and !be Jlqzib. H. WI'. iadced. obliged to 

eo ............ ~1l.. ~ lI..,nIonaiI bad emblilW in the Me or France produced. 
.... l'71o) ailiatM/Olir~allbl7"""'" u ...... thol ..... C""p"'y. 
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employ hi, authority to compel the people to tuluvale this plant, though it wu 10 
prove an infallible resource again" ,hal scarcity which they bad $0 often sufFered. 
He published an. ordinance, by which every inhabitant was obliged to plant five 

hundred feet of ground with manioc for every ,lave which he posse51oCd. Nc\'er_ 
.belch the greater pan of them. attached to their old cu.toms, and dispoacd 10 resist 
aUlhority, spared no pains to discredit this branch of agriculture; and lOme of them 
even carried their aversion to it eo far aa to destroy the plantations., by seerelly' 

moistening them with boiling water. Sensible, at length, of the foUy of their former 
prejudi~.lhey now experience and -acknowkdge the utility of lhis plant, which seturtS 

the illands from the: possibility of famine: when their harvests are laid waac by hur_ 

ricanes, or destroyed by locusu, which freq\1ently hllppeRS. me inhabitants bnd in 

the manioc the means of repairing their misfonunc, . 
Besides this root, which grows in great abun<b.nce, lhe:ae islands produce at presmt 

from five 10 six hundred mpsures of com; whereas, preYaoUI to tbe arrival of M. de 

la Dourdonnais, the quantity was very triOin&> indeed. in the ble of FnnC<. and 
'till less in the hie of Bourbon. 

But it was not sufficient to provide [or the ,ubsistenee of the inhabitants by lbe 
cultivation of the eanh, it was alto ncceuary to put the islands them5Clves in a state 

of $eCUriIY; for he found them without magnine.i, or fortification" or hospitals, 

nor bad Lhey any workmen, or troops, or marine force. To ... thae objcCCl 
M. de la Bourdonnais spared no exertion, ; but they were Itten6ed with aucb ~ 
collies and monifications, [rom the acttlal state of things, II well at £rem ~ cba
racter of lhe inhabiUlDu, that be bad frequently dcrc~ 10 ~ .pe 
enterprize. . 

Wh,n he IdI France, be had been allUred <llat be oIoaotJd.fl!l!ll" IlIe bib oevenI 
French engineeu, not one of whom 'Was there on biI anini) ., there had been 

continual disputes berwden them and f~~~~~;~~~~~'~nd~""'~5i~ rctuMled to France to compIaiD of the 
fOund the body of engineers reduced to • 
lion of a small windmill, in an uqinUbecl 
had bccu 'Duilding1'or four yean, and 
cOr the ehicf engineer. Such -elF"the uri'" III die 1010 of F,..u. '!'be ~ 
degree or pr<pomioD. 



iIiIIi .... .,; ei"'_ or ...a.1tea, he ... uodor of 

,:~::."!~~~;~~~~:,,:ond: ~ well acquainted with malhcmaliCi. and 
d lOeb plana as were approved by the Company. 

-'~"1 tbeat into eRCUlion, he produced vOIkmen of every kind, by 

"::~~ ~~::~n:~Um~btr~ 01 Ndgtoea into a atate of apprcntiet=.hip, undrr the very few 
maater he hid wilh him: nor is it nay to conceive the difficulry he 
had me ODe to alford instrUction, and the odlen 10 receive it. At Ic:ngth, 
howevct, be fowuJ himself in poasession of. sufficient number of .... ·orllmen to carry 
hit deW,.... 1'010 execution. But the obrucles to them did not end ~re: 10 coUect. 
a 1Ullicit-bt quaotity of material., waf • very ardUOUl operalion; lret& were 10 be 
felled In tile wood. stone 10 be bewn from the <pany. and carriages were to beton .. 
enacted to eonvey them to dw:ir cleatination. &sidcs, .here were no roach aWn 
""hicb me, couk! paN. or horae. to draw them. R03ek 'Il.ete lherd"ore 10 be formed, 
and 'buJloc:b were (0 be broken in to the yoke; lind .. IJ .heat various preparaliens 
were 10 be made by people whose indolence rClilled all labour, and wholJC mind. 

were insmaible to the general good and ,he public i",cr~. M. de 1011 Bourdo~ e:.;:: contrived, by a wise application of gnttle means, and rigorous severity, a. 
~ occaaiom .nd cbaracten required, 10 erect vay considerable works, whose 

utility ... lit' now universally .cknowledged. 
Ii'{loII'P'my alone wbich hal ckrivcd advamage rrom these labours: 

~~~~::infini1r advantages., 6ince, by the estabJiJ,mcnt of road~ 
~ .nd. .boft aU, by the: emulation that M. de la Bour

emoDg the inhabitanll" he miueed the grf'ate; pan of the 
suCb. as wood. c:baJ~ &c. to a Sflh pan oC their r~rmcr value. 
in tile JM or Fraace wu a large hUI, rormccl..wiJI ttakes or 

PIJ=~:whiCh would not contain aiote than thirty beds; """he ordered. " 
Iii building 10 bo ......... Mallo< ,...,..,.. in "hieb from four 10 five 

might be conveniently iJtcd. :Jbe administration of dx: hospital. 

l.cmIible ..... bIe td k de loa Bo~~~::i:: 1JId. for on. cruirc 
• bUll." •• this p:llin_ 

Ii&'''''''' il!CapacilY, • 



'" .iHerYe, dill 
roni6calio ... ond ~ • 

....,. •• o8iooo, .hop •• canal .. and ~ 
which. conY't)'1 fresh wa&cr to the 
~ Thi' .<OOlDmocIaIlo!> ;, IIt"'lW itidI ~ 
iohabi,ants, and ,he obil" *:=:dIOre /'or . 

It i. wcil know. ..... ~at eKetccd.1M'IbIe1f' with the ~ i"'r:. 
lillig.ble spiri" ia every . iItIich related ",the nIari1Ie In 1M pon or ..... Jolt or 
Frau«. IIdOR IoU ..,;.01. dte _ha ... " .... 10 ~nt tf ~ ~B ,h .. 
re~ to Ihip.I>oUd'" ..... they were not quali6etltD .ok. the ,,~ .. " or'" own. fishing boat. I but were obliged to hue IIICO ...... lO ~ ~ftter. or 

..... who put in'. 'he):,bot"" He ,herefore did no' deloy f. 8Voi\lUtmOIr or 
dte ... meroo, .dv .... ge' . h dte iJlond P<-oed. '" 1~1 .. ~~ Of IitoiI-
time imponance. H rap the ifthabitaatt 'e IUpporl 'him r.. 1bU ~C 
u.dellaking; and. bY ,beir elTon., SO large. quud,y p( WiIof ~ • dI!wPi 
retched from dte woods. ond .dkcd up inlO prepa ... ory f'oriOt;. "'" ~i 
or , ... yean. h< """" blmoolf pc»_ or _p.liiftici .... to ~ '*.t 
_val works. 

"87.-Hc began by making ponlOOlll to clreen.trip, It 
ud lishlcn to carry water, be a1iO buih Clnoes and Ia'r 
of malcrial$ .ad other daily service. In 1731~ he undenOOk 
proved aD eKClJca& veael. In the foUowins r.- be built ''''0 
a "UP of 6\'c hundred 10nl on the Itocks. In ~ frocn 
inderalig.hie !kill, me,. no .. build ond refit obipo .. well .. 
... y pon 0( the Eoa: baY, in c .... ~.oncc .r...wn ."ddJ~ 
I. B~I" arc acc,,..aoodoilod. puti""lIt~ 
valled expediUon. 

Previow: to hi. uriY.,. 
of independence. .. lrich bf 
abe Krvice I nor could they 

IDUI who wa. 10 lately their 
St. z...;" with wbich he had 

~&om_ 

~~ 
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' .... ,~ljociipUl .. ill iu B .. though the officers of !he eompany 
~ ¥el!Iure 10 oppq.: rqulation .. as they could not with any 

deli'"" or juice refuse 10 the DettSSil1 of them, they continuro to eoter· 
taiu a ICtret ID the first yean of bit government, from lhe 
natural aace of me i&land, aud. tierwanta. from an unfortUnate mortality among the 
homed callie, he wu not enabled to furniJl the Compa"y" ibIpI with their rull 
comple .... ' of ..... t; the .. p ...... thereI'on:, though tIIey appeared perktly IIIbfied 
whh hia CDdeavOW'a, and left him with every exterior appr"bation or his coadUCl, 

wetC no IOQMJ' ap-ivcd in France, than I~Y presented their complaint.. agaiDil him; 
fot aeaJccl in rumbhing them with the ntceuary SUpptiCl ror their homenrd 
yay,ap: bor was it long before be Waf IC'nsible that these representations had _n 
... eived with • degr<e or credi. which Ih<)' did not deoer ... 

J14.0.-The death orm. wife rendered il Q«eSlitry ror him 10 retum to France; 
and on bU: ,my" theft:, be fOund an unaccountable prejudice prevailed against him, 
not only in the minds of me minbtcr. and the Company, but of the public at large. 

In thi. unmerited aituation be made his complainu 10 Cardinal Fleury; staled in 
the .lrongell. tenns hit 6dclity to tbe k.ing, ahCl hia ual Cor tbe Company, and de. 
8Iuded permiuiOB LO ofl'er hit jUlli6caliol1 against the 6CCret c.harges which bad 
been declaring. at the lame ~, that he was ready to render al\ 

who coul(:t prove that f;e bad Ittcived the least injustice 
tM ..-e to the Count de Maurtpas. and M. 

15~i~~$~i;~~~~~th::':'I:the ac.cwation. against a long detaBof charge. 
I" of Fraat:e and _..,. B"~ COD' 

&!lib., of tbeae calul"'~ he ,,, them 
ii>!~.1~""'IIlI"!,howe.cr. he 6Jou&ht it ne_ 

'd!kh ran "lib .. much violence 
tilt{ J""mc.&ioo which be publiahed. 
,.,.,.., a-I ~ but the mini.-

W;·.fio"" the secret 
very tcllJibl Y 

• r'QI!l b\ihg 



.~~~~~~ "hich.ould ;""ritall1yliaP1~.~"", 
he for the .xa:ution ofhil-::-,.:~~:u~~:.~ 
command the details, there were 1CVen.' who. tJInr Wed 
not to avow, were strongly d4poted to trouble the dj,,,,,,te,. jbe ~-

.sure',orhis governmenL He hid, theftfore, determineCl to resign hb litvation;; tiut 
dlC mini.,teu 10 wbam he: ~ tbis mot ... would not pennit hii •• 
execute It. ~:. - ~~ __ .. . 

The wish to ntire, bowreftof, Kill occupied hi. mind, wtdt the prtparationa that 
wc:~ making in the eeveral pont of' France, announced a rupture with Great Brilain 
and Holland. He accordingly formed a plan, to arm a certain number of ship' 10 

attack the commerce of those two counuies.; and his f'riaad. formed IUch san ... 
pint expectations of his projeCI, chat, in order w faciJilale ira ~D, they 
proposed to advance five millions oCli\'res, on cond.itiOD that lie: wou1d take a knelt 

.bare in the armament. This proposi1ion WaJ RO lOOCler made, thu. be: hallUlOll to 

Fonrainb1eau, to c:ommunicatyis plan of operations .. the ~ de t."IiI~. 
and to demand hi, permission 10 carry it into im~ e~on. 

lIis plan was as follows: To equip six usd. and fttto rrigates, &nd to let AlII 

for India. If war should be declared. he would be ready to .ruck the commerce 

of Great Britain. and to undertake e¥pCdition. against iu then ca. 

gaged to apply wharevCT money he .hould take. to the service 

which would render it unnec:estu')' ror them to send any specie 
.. nd, in order thal be ruight not interfere with their privik",,~J 
the merchandize _hicb he migh& poseea. bimaol(. in .fo.!l.iiol 

object would be to RCW'n to China; and haVIng -tho,,,,,,,,, 
k had dd his carg~, into gold, to touch It i.be Iik. of 
in order (0 • abc: Company with whatever fuod. is 
the telt to Fnnee. If, ~vtr. war IbOuId DOt ~;.::.;; 
freight hi. obi", for the he."'. of !he eor"P"'l- . 

Thi. proj<a "'II highly apProved by 
WI' informed, that the aovaome,u wori'!d fill 
India Company wouhf add 
the _ of.he "lu,ulron,< 

... "'< .."he_~:,:~Z~ , .. '.'11 
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alii ~ I. M. de 10 be mppQJ<d to have bc<n by tile .. 
~ of~ and of the ~lion be should find 
&om ~ Company, ~ in a {WOjtct, in which 
~ were 10 matcri.Uy their ditcootent by dclil)'in~ the 
operadOOI nIlhe Innamc:nt: promise or the minister,lo advance him 
to a diainguisbe6 ~Ik. in eerYice of France. .. 1)(1 th«ehy lecure him from 
any vexati.ou. ~in81 aD the pan or tho CompaPy ... wry his mind, or remove 
bi.~· 

In IhcwF. ~ny ~ the proposed upe.dittoo as injurioUl to Iheir 
ime#.sU, fPd that it. could not produce any .dyanLige to tbe alale. They, consc. 
quomI,. indilJ!ootd the public mind opinst i~ and iu suppol<d projector. At""",, 
iDgty M. de, la Bourdmmau i~al~ tbe minister to difcharge him from the service • 
• nd to employ IOIDt ~~ • wu beller qiaali&cd u.:m himself, to conei. 
1.., ~ conScience of'the Cqmpany. BlJl hi. remonstrances were not heard, and 

be Wu ordestd to.bey the comutands orlliJ IOvcrcign. M. Outry,the- Comptroller 

of lhe Matme, howcvJ;r, uodcnook to disaipatc hit alarm, by making ,l)e Dirccton 
of the Company declare to M. de 1. Bourdonnais~ in hi. presence, that they would 

in lhcmonth of February 17.{ '. ~~~~:~and~.~ .. ~ppon:~;in~ ~tbei~.: ,~po~:w('r. I tripce; and the particular commission 
eX war. 
Briul, a a rd're.bing place, from 
ahip.s. from thaL tilDl; followed bi. 

10 cxtrcial: and ~"'ill crew,. he 
r"'~l"!""I .. and in fifty.six day. be .rr'ved " 

~1~.e.A."",~ql,:,MI1' ,,"p'. Isle Grande.. 

U&d 10 preYatC. 
!he hie. 



be then directed thIt 
of .rml: he marked Out 

to repair there on !hejio" ~ .... ~ 
the 6nt vu.~e:I .. hich maght arrive, ,4oald 
Ha.,ing sculed these various. nece....,.._ wise qa1Itic:JDl, 
he set ~il from it on rhe with _ ~ and arrived II PQr.4i-
cherry the aoth "IIi. grelt ~ be found ID • 

""rlra tranquilli'1. r_ conduct of M. n ....... tIM! i""'I"'"'. 
bad round m.ans ., MabnlW rro.. ....IcrUk;.!he Ii..... TIle r .... 
lory It Mabe, wal, however, in great dauger, having been blockaded ror eicht\en 
moothl by Ibc: people of the couDtTy. and, in COlll4:Q'ltnq bf the ...... i .. of 
the COvtl'DOt and cOllm.i1 or Pondicherry. be set sail Oft the .... d or Qctober to the 
relief of that place:. 

During hi. voyage: thither. be employed hU UUDOst attehlion to exercise m. 
force~ which were raw and undisciplined; and. notwitharlnding 1M .....,., ~. 
able difficulties which pJelentld themstlvel, be~iYed ~ d~;;,IdlIl' and 
a perfect knowledge of the country. to &t hi. or the ~Ice ~ lky 
",-cre to be employed. . 

The enemy, wilb whom he had to contend, covnlry, 
intenetted by ditchcI of fificcn feet in depth, which be: 
alaughter.houses 10 the European. who Ihould be ",'rash 
them. These people, which are called ",'airls, are or'IoIo ..... ,:, 
colour, and active and vigoroUl. Their laic 
they would be: cx'ceUmt IOIdie ... , if they 'Were in a 
lWitbout order, they take 10 flight whenever they 
but if tht)· iud themsdve. pressed with vp, 
danger. lbey l'e'-Cngage wi1tJ dc5perate tury, lIXIu· ... lrid<iji!i 
or to die. 

The Nu;rfl ... ·hich ~ ~ berore 
atl8t.k on the roU~mg da .£en M. de Ii 
the dbCmbarkmcnl of hi. troop. chKbd 
ptoporliuB b.!ty,·cen the numbelf' of the 
commlltdcd, he did oot vemurc 10 riak 

•• ~ ... 8IJ<4'C1I1O bioi, IbM be 0QQId 
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~r:::~"'; 10 men who mle of ... anllA: but the illl~uo'ity of 
It: He a tKllCh opposile one or me cn~my's 

bwerici YIiicb ,ready .a~ and the work was condu~ with such 
expeditiOD diat.nn the dUrd within lhirly rathom or die OUtliOJU of 
that batteiy. Here. hnwc,er. he met .... a piece of mauhy afound,. .bic:b pre... 
veutdi him (rom advancing: be was therefore reduCed to the neeeuity oE ....... 
a porallol, IO~. ~ ofuoopo .ulllcienl 10 "' .... 'the Dead orlhe wort;.a . 
WI. bll .uti ... ep. maintain lbll poll till 'he arrival of the other ship .. whicla be 
daily bpcct<d. 

A • .oem II ODe ,.them arrivtd, he ROt all the troop,", as Ihq landed, into the 
umchel. ira order to accultOm &hem to ,he fire of the CJK.'l1Y, which WII mcc.sant. 
aDd lhcy'\rtOn acquind lhe re.owtion. ,00 habits of the military ch.lracter. 

In _ • of me third of December, he ordered a biluery to be conlU'Uc~. 
wlaich W.iU auacked in the morning by the enemy. Aa he: had foreseen this attack. 
be bad the prta..llrion 10 COneNCt eight hundred men thither. who repulsed lbe 

enetDy bravery. He then tNde a 81lDerai auack, which was supported 

"itII tucb aMi aaivilY, dill the enemy, unable to sustain ii, 100"10 Oighl, and, 
men, left the French masten of all their poMII.,iItd in

eahaOD. 

feI!CC for M41H wilh the Nairn, which waa 
..,lR11Od to the I"'" of France and Sour. 
~~. Here be wDh~. for lhe- inmJi .. 

_, ....... declared betw«n FrbCe aDd Gmt 

'4t;, adoloaiood ,0> M. de I, Bourdonn.is, 
opproboIion of the It ins. and 

~ __ lime" be "ve orden that 
olBooR_ 

tWiJltie. P"Ii!o!f ~:t::1':~ ro, lhe 

iii ""pedWion ...... 
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Beat this project. on which hi. hopea bad\ao 10. rc,ml. was doomGd t6 .,.. in 
dilappoimment i for at the moment when be wu looking to the rame he ~ 
acquire, and Ihe service he should reDder to biJ counny, be received positive Orden 
from tbe Company to disarm bit aquadron; and, to quencli all represe~tat~ on 

hiJ pan, he was exPreaalE to IC!IDd every lbip home, and let lllerj ~ 
empty, rather than keep them at the Uland.. In this unexpected and moni. 
fying conjuncture, he bad live but obediente. The French government, 
howrver. lOOn repenlt'd of this measure; and M. de I. Bourdonnaia, being pe$uaded. 
thai, in Ihe circumstances wherein he wu placed, it would be impouible for him to 
exert himself to any purpose of distinction or public advantage, at 1ea.1 equal 
to his hopes, demanded permission of the miniltcn to' return to France. This 
requelt howrver was rd'ustd; as it wu thought absolutely neceuuy Cot .. • ~r.re 
of India. that a person ofifis ~ 1000i knowledge, and ialegr1ty. abould reaaam 
chere, for the intc:I'e5l' or hit country in thll part of the globe. 

• 74t.-M. de I. Bounlonna. findin, _ obliged to /n, ... ' 
and Ihlt be mWI no lo:1ger indulge himdf ia milillry up 
entirely 10 rer.onomical arrangements. He employed himself in eatablisbing IUSlr, 

indigo, and COttOO works. which he had begun It his own expeaoe, and had anIWcrcd 
hiJ Ulmost rxpeclariobB. ID these occupation, be wa. butUy ~ 11iM:n, on the 
lllh of September, 1744, be received the intelligence &om ~ .. war ball 
been deeJU<d be, ..... Fraoce and England. 
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CHAPTER VIf. 

ll1e L,Uus oj Baroll Grant cmlljnued._ /" terior Stale and Co"dilioIJ qf the idol/d. 
-Narrative of tbe Shipwreck oj tbe SI. GeraJl.-.An AccoulJl 0/ the Gr,nvllir 
Family._JlJltrestillg CirCllmslances n:lalhe to J..t. de Gre1lville FOT1)a/. 

LETTER III. 

hIe of Franct • • •... 174:. 

I IN FO!l. N f' n you in my second leiter, of ,be n!ceplion I ml'!t with from the Dtoputy 
Governor and the Council, who have expressed a drsirc. to keep me in this country. 

where I may at the same time cominue in the service. J accordingly recl:ivcd a 

grant of a certain qUlIntity of uncuhivated ground, in a $l;He to be immediately 

cleared, as well as six 5Ia ... ·e5. comisting.oftwo Negro men, twO women, with a boy 

and girl; Ihe mcn at three hundred livres each, the women at tWO hundred, and 

the IwO others at one hundred and fifty, amounting all together to thirteen hundred 
livres; to be repaid from the produce of the ground, when it shall be ~anced into 

a stale of eukivalion. This liule troop wele for some time employed in a plan_ 
tation, wMre they learned to work. and gain their immC'diatc subsi~(cllCe. which 

COnsi lOts o f maize; though we begin 10 grow manioc as food fur the slaves. The 

Captain or the Herc:ute., J,he ship which brought me he~, received the fiut orders 

\0 take in manioc at the PortUguese island of St.Jago. and we put in there for that 

PD<pOR· 
M)' aUotm~nt of ground i. tiUlMCd .be'Iween twO rivers. ""hieb form ilS limits. 

One of tbell: rhus falls in a cascafle of u,pwards of three hundred feet. at a amall 

cliatancc &om my situation; which, you ~~equentl) perceive, .. in thc vicinity 

iii the molIn&ai..... I toOn cleared the ~""'bich is effected by destroying the 
wOOd I ~ ~ wbole of .hi. country. whicb is not In -: atc of cultivation, is Olle 

cotlnlled tOte .. , in .uendirg to this object, 1 employed the time which 

wu n6t atp&cG in mlliwy duties. These, however, are not very impon;!11I in 
tUne ~ Cut down high, and burned: the ground i, then 

t'OIl~,. I rcceh'ed considerable 
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.sallanee in preparing my plantation, from the liberal and active kindness of my 

neighbours and their slaves, according to the usual cwtom of this island. 

The labour or my slavel soon produced sufficient to indemnify me for their pur_ 
chase 1 and my aaivitr and auendons have procured me the encouraging approba. 

tion of all around mc. I first II::mployed my Negroes to ereCI huu fur themselves, 

and wiltn that necessary object was accomplished, I contrived a coltage for myself. 
My new occupation. prove a source of infinite amUlMlent 10 me I though Ihe 

Negrots ~quire a continu31 lmcnlion, and J frequently rise in Ill: "ight 10 see if 
they are in their huu. They are very fond of nOClumal excursions. eilMr 10 prify 
tbeir gallantry, or to pilfer from thcir nc:ighboura: indeed 10 mong is this disposi_ 

tion in them, that no severity IeC'm s equal to the torrttlion of iL 
The offia:s of religion are regularly performed to the Negroes morning and 

evening in every plantation, and Ihey are married by a simple ceremony •• uiLed to 

their understanding" We assort these matches in the be.t'VIanncr we are able, 
and endeavour to gratify their inclinaliOIll whenever it i. in ou~ The ccse
mony consists in nothing more than a shon discourse. recommt'nd~utual kind_ 
ness and fidelity. accompanied with a menace of punishment 10 lhe.,r who shan 
be guilty of any misbehaviour or improper conduci. The whip it the inmument of 
justice employed on these occasions j and the person who is appointed to exercise it 

is called the Commander. This officer punishes the offence. of the man; but ir the 

wire mould be guilty, the whip is consigned 10 the husband, who may conect ber 
jn the presence of the commander, though it often happen. that be pardons her oa 

the 'POI, and they dcpan perfc:ctly reconciled. NOlwi~ng their oc.~ionIl 
diAgrccmcnl$. they arc: in general fond of eacb other, 4RUcOvcr lbe I'Ik)St lmeler 
.We('lion for mt'ir children. 

I sowed the grou~ wbich 1 had cleared, '!i,,¥andmaiZf'; but the rainylWOf 
waa not yet commented. it being the early ~ or January; .nd the laUl:r grain wU 
exposed 10 tbe: devaSUllion of (be ........ " aIaIl llOweel another crop when &he 
came on, which may be cODlidercd .. the maoure or thil soil: indeed DO 

necenary. as each year yidlch ., &Wo-.(old blnClt. The corn, 

though its grain illlDall,remainabutfour ~.lhecan:b 
equally rapid in their progral to 1DItU.l'kJ: bUt our 

Vf:ry deatrucUve cnemica. the locum. w1W::b Iy like birckt 1DiI1~"",: 
from wb:Dce, io IUch cIouda U 10 
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.,ery carlh; they then Jay their cgg1. which are speedily batched, and the ground is 
covered with them: they soon hop aboul, and would shortly rise upon the wing if 
thty were not destroyed. The mode of attaining this very imporrant object is as 

follows: small holes arc: made in the ground about the siz.e: and depth of the crown 
of an bat, into which the Negroes, with small brooms, sweep the young tribes, and 

having covered them with canh, they press it down with their feer. As die pl'tlctice 
is universal Qver the island, Ihi s mischievous insect is at length destroyed. 

The ralS are very l.rge, and issue from the woods during the night. tn order to 

destroy them, the: Negroes set trapa along the border of the woods: they consist of 
wooden baUs cut in half, the nat side being placed towards the ground; these are 

,upport~d by three small pieces of wood. and some grains of maize arc placed up 

them; so that whcn the rats teize on the bait, the semi-ball falls and crumes them. 
The monkies, very fonunate1y for us, never quit their retreau but dUI ing the 

day. Negro boys are placed to make a noise about the woods, in order to frighten 

them; but lbcse cunni ng anilnals will, if possible, discover some avenue which is not 

guarded, and tan')' off what they can find. Fowling-pieces and hounds are more 

effectual ; but 10 greilt is their address and agility, that, though they are as large as 

a common .paniel. they contrive to hide themselves among the branches in such a 

manner •• nd leap f'rom one tree to another 1\·ith such rapidity, that it becomes il 

w:ry diBicuh matter to destroy them. They !.ave also a discipline, which J know 
DOt bow to atuibute to mere instinct; as, on their marauding parties, they hn-e sen_ 

tinels. who are placed in every neceuary point, to gi\'e the signal of approaching 

duaer. To these aU::hicYou. animals may be added, the hurricane and tlac thy 
IeUOOS: me lightning iI very violent t and the lhunder louder than is I·e.lrd in 

other partJ. from the position of the mountains. Torr~nt s of rain and wh irlwinds 

pnecede lhe hurricane., which nothing can resist: but lbcy are necessary cvil!, like 

our "inter, in France. We escaped mem Iut year, and have bwt attacked by 
epidemieal dUotden. The small-pox sull ~an.. I n China. '.hat disease haa bten 
vay fatal; aadalhip coming from that eounWr uriaht readily infect our little Island. 

Jt it ho6'ever wGrthy of observation, that the lale 01 Bourbon has experienced 

1m: etrcr.t. otlDulh~it and We" were not aen~ibie of one of them. 

,... ~msaant¢· .... been very favourable to the cultivation of the banana, 

in .,.. .... ~ IS violcm winda are faW to Ihtm. The trcC', 

o\, ,.~td'" frwe. •• bout U'D feet in height, and ic ~y be cut 

Eea 
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lhrouah with the stroke of a sabre: as eality as II cabbage stock. Ell' Idl for a 
IOUs, and chicken ;H one livre ten sou .. 

We now make whealen bread of our own growth: the corn is ground by a small 

band.mill, whieb gi\'es rather II coarse Dour, bUI the bread is of a 'IItry Ig1ftable 
I<\SIC. Till, will prove very advantageous fO the island, as the flour bfoughl from 
Europe is often .poiled in the course of the voyage, and bread theJt becomes exira. 
yagantly dear. 

LETTER IV. 

hie of i'nnee. t of JUM. '74-3. 

I proceed to give you a dC!tail of my presenl situation. You already know Ihat 
Council had granted me six ,Ia,·cs; but the Ilrongest uf." hal alrC!ady quilted 

me to join a pany of nMaway Negroes, who li'\"c on the (roo. of nocturnal npine. 
We consider them as obnoxious animals, and hunt them down in .... me nttnner. 

My fugilive hu accordingly sulferro on one of his marauding expeditions, whtn he 
1Ita1 sbot. This black eo~t me three hundred livrel; and since the return of Ihe 
Covernor, the slaves of hi, kind arc sold for a thousand. This is. considerable 
1011 in the first inJOIance, besides the value of his labour; but I am consoled by me 

kind and ready assistance J receive from my friencb and neighbourL I have since 
purchased a Negre,s, at a public auelion, for three hundred and fifty livra, or an 
hundred piastres, ""hieh in france would amount to upward. of five bundred IiYraf. 
10 be paid in grain in the course of the year. 

M. de la Bourdonnall has promised 10 leI me have four b~ M.ftIam, at 
I!e9C:P hwidred and ',+,emy Iivrea each, one-third of which lum • .0 he paid in grain. 
on receiving them, .'f\d the rest in three yean. He u now.'the hIe or Bourbon, 
and as 1 have already delivered to the magazine., on hla ~, a quantity of maize, 
to tbe value of nine bundml and fifty liwaohbia councry.1 &hall receive my.lava 

as soon as he returns. 

We however apcriencc difficulties of mID)' kiDdI: ~~::~:::i~~=~ their price, disease, de:uh, and Right, deprive .. .r our 
subjtct to the caprice of thOle in power, who even Ihe 
withllaDdiag the diffit:ulfy in conveying il which 
tblte leagues. The price of maize wu fif,y 
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barvesr. it was reduced to forty. We abo raised beans, which were receivcd at 

the magazine~ at an hundred livres &he millier; bill the rultivation of that grain is 

now cnlirely ,uppressed, and the grow&h ofwhcal ordered in ill atead; which does 
not exceed it in pric~ is a much less certain crop, and requires a fourfold proportion 

of time and labour. 

There arc not more al present than an hundred and fifteen planttlltions. divided 
into four diltricta or quarters., at the distance of a bout six leagues from each otber : 

ncvcnhclell, there is a difference of upwards of sis weeks in their respective IOCIdins 
times and harveili. In the plains of Willems we are but a league from Moka, 

where they do not enjoy an t'qual degree of warmth with U5. This c:ircum'Mncc 

i. occuioned by the mountains that separate us; we are on the sunny Iide of lhcm~ 
while their shade chills the cn,·ifll." of Moka, and retards their har"clu. The port 
is indoscd by the mountains ill the form of an hone.shm: tOwards. the .w;, which 

produce. an extreme heat to the month or July, when the a,i r acquires $Orne ~ree: 
of fre .hnc:ss. Clouds of Sl inging flies, gnats, and fleas, are extremely troublesome 
in that situation. The air ha\-ing more acthtuy in the plantations. these tormenting 

il1lCcts c:anoot live among them. The c()nfined air of the port occasions di~ses;; 

b.u1 at 1 am only obliged 10 go there once a monlh to attend the review, and never 
rpPlin J,bere: Qlpre than twenly.four hours, 1 have been so fortunate as 10 escape 

~ ~. "longer absence might be tlu.ended with very serious consequences, 
.. it, fs ..... :ctcm.d the moat attentive vigilance, or vcr)' severe punlahmi:bt. 
I chome to ICIopt t.he formtr rand, (0 decl.lrc m)' rcal SC'OIimenu, ! thiuk me niral 

~ ad en.JorlrA4# my plaIMauon, infinitely preferable to the bUby 'IICCUC 

'I!.t.! pQn . 
. ~qlaQd,.~ all iu charms.hu its inconveniencel. but they are ora nalUrc to 

be ""'I! ""'JIO"e", amid the varlous aIlum.p. and plea:sin&. circumstances which 

.fter all, who would ~(..erh to be the inhabltanl of alpOl'Where 

or IIw.,uiu? Ad.~. J h.ve • few linea. and a m:a 
with grain (0 ~ It. My harvestl have:: heeD succt'Slful, 

which fUnD a pan of my revenue. We have undard 
Normandy. Tn fruit i.ripe whf'n tlx: 

1::::::they:, are ready 
,); both green 



HISTORY OF MAURITIUS. 

By the nex! arrivals from EuroPf'. we .ban be informed if it be peace or war. 
\'Ve are, at all events, milking preparations to defend ounelvcs in calle ofaD attack. 

and the Creoks are all soldiers. As for the rest of our population, it consisu of an 

handful of people from every province in France; with whom, I mult acknowledge, 
it would be indiscreet to fonn an intimate connection. wilhout mu:h '. prcliminary 

precaution and experience. 
GRANT. 

LETTER v. 

Ilk of Fr:ntt. 2B~~~ber~ 17 .... 

It iii now a year ,inee we expected a large vn.sel, called the SI. G.tIII, which ,,'as 

appointed to bring the necessary supplies to these island., and it anived only to be 
shipwrecked on this cor .... '. off a 'mall adjoining uninhabited island. called (he Ide 
t/.' Ambre. The pilot, who had never been ttnployt!d but in very 1111&11 vcasc:I •• koew 
not how to guide &0 large a ship on this perilou. COIst. 10 that abc ..... IOat with aU 
her cargo, and only seven of her crew clCaped. We arc destined 10 remain wh. 
OUt those comfon. and iupplies with which chis unfortunate veuc:1 waf laden, till 
tbe Company, on being informed of the lou we have suswned~ can make abe 
nectuary preparation 10 dispalch anotbtt cargo for our reli.:f.· 

• The roUowing description of this .bip"l'eck. i. taken from the Romance of P,ul ucI \1rpDia. 
by M. de St. Pierrt; and II it i'ln accurate nlation oftbis misfonuac. w, ,hall make",...., 
Icr ,i .. ing it in the .. ord. of that .dmiftd and illtcmfin,work • 

•• On the '-llh of Dcccmbtr. 17++, at bruk of a,.. Paal. wbcDbeuo.e-~~",", 
011 lhe mounl2.il'l De I. Dle".",r/" .. hich ... the si,oal of' ..... 4eKrW~~-:s.-Shr to the 
-. iA ordcr to Inrn if ,hi ... esse] brought au,. ridUI,. of VirpDII. lind .oed'tiD the return 01 

the;Dot ... ho wu go.1C ••• UIUaJ. to .. iIit tile Ihip. TIM pilot liIlUfJt 1"~" ~ that 
the 'l'eUC1 WOK the St. Garan.of leftn bUDdred ftIDI,.MI!Iad .. ", ..... oltbe nnx of 
that the ship WII four leagaes .. at 19. IUId woIIkl __ lit Port teuh 1M 

if the .. inll proyed fal'Ouuble, but itlfUllwnac6L Jt_ ....... tal ..... 

about to utinguish my LUlp and retire to : ..... ~:I~;;:~ .... ~ ... :.~ • • 11,'\1 in thc wood.. I arose, and bad jlllof 

htfttho spnnl on my neck, addliUn ... Come 
the MIld wWuch9/' II b( .. k of 4ay.' 

.. We imla«I1J,. dCp.H~d. ahd .. we "..... ... 

....., .......... 1oUb ...... en.. '''''1I00<I0104'_'" 



HISTORY OF MAURITIUS. ·'5 
Since this unpropitious event, IDIIte lDlall ve,ue:l, have arriffd. which hnwevcr 

brought UII liule more than accountl of the Itate ofpubHc affairs. ThC 1ut of them 
indeed gIVe us the satisfactory intelligence. l~l the Company bad diipUched several 

behind UI. When this penon, who .... Nepo. had O't'ertlkrn w, he inConned •• rhat be eame 

from lhat part of thculandc&lItd L. Poum d'Or, and "' .. 5ent to tht pon to illform the Ocwemor 
that a .hip from France had anchored on the hie of Ambre. and firo:<! guns of di.1~.', .1 thct .. 
''I' nry .tomI1. He then left u •• 100 punued hi, joumty.-' Ltl u. 10.' Slid I to Paul, • towardl 
lba' part of the island. and meet Virginia.' Accordingly we bent our course thither. The hrat ... u 
lulJocltiog. and the moon whid. bad risen, .... encompaned by three I~r~. black drde.. A dbm:!.l 
darknm shrouded the .ky ; but the frequent flakes of lightn'nz discovmd long ch.:m; of Ihkk. 
gloomy doGdI, Nl1ing with Creat npiditJ from the exeat), though ,,~ ftlt not a bmlh of wind on lhe 
laRd. Jt. we "ailed doni. we !houlht lhat we heard peals of Ihunder; bUI after listening more 

amnlinl,. we found they .. ~ the 50und of dilllnt cannon repeate.J by the «hoes. These: IOUnciJ, 

joined to the tempeltuoul asptet of the hea"cns. made me lihudder. omd I had liule douM that 
they were silo.l, of ditlreSi from. ship itt dang~r. In half an hour the &ribl ceased, aad I felt 

the .ilehcc moR appAling than the dilmai50umis whic.h had pmcded • 

• , We battdDd OQ without utterinl a word, or daring 10 communicate our 'ppnohensiol1l. At 

...... iJbt we arrimt on the ltS·lbore. The bUlows broke :again.t the beach with an horrible 

DObe. comins Ibe ruCb and the Ih'atId .ith their white &nd daulin, foam, blended "ith 
IpId.I of fire. II)' tJteir pho&phorfc ,lam. "e ditdnguilhcd, dark u it .... the CInOet of the 
~. which.,. had drawn far OD tbe taruI. Ncar the sbote, al the en!raoce of. wood; 

..... a frt. rouad which ....t 01 the lnbabkaan were a'5mlbled: !hubet> "'0 ~jred. 
in erder"tO fqIOM"'na tiQ. dae 1I'ICIt'Pint'. One 01 thit time relata!, Ihat in the aftem006 III. 
bad Hen. ftnd drima tOtnrU the.daad by the cumAn, that the night bad ohKure4 it h... 
his Yin. and tlaat two boon after IUn'JCt be had beard the finn, of gunt. al .igoala 01 cWlr!"It, 
but tbe lea beinllO temptltWOlaf. DO boIc coald ftl1ture out: till! • thon time after be thou .. 

• linuDeriIJc of lhe watcJr-UJbn OQ board the ~. wIlkh be hed. by itJ 

Dar tbc COJII, had tleercd betwom tho rDAhr land and the .malI/,/" "'d .... '" 
c.;. III Mi". nen.hich the,... pas. in order to pia Port 

apprehended. •• a.lDareacdaapr. AnodwrWaDd.tbeDiafor;. ..... ~;.J~ 
dtt c:bInaeI which .. pantel tIM ,. tl' bljN &am 11ae 0IUt. aDd .. be 

uchoraJe "u rod ...... IbM the ship noW there be 10 u pat 
A third Wander declared it .. E.poIdble CDr ,Iv Ihip to 

1nrU'ly DaYi,.bk b • at j be u.md. that be bad Men the 

~ ,I/'A,., •• IO tbac 11 tise wiDd spraaa: ap la .. tDOf'Ilin,. h could 
At bn6J.,. ...... ~",...,. to admit of our 

__ ..... loa. AD ""-W.." ""II a dark 

a&: 1M 6taact of. qaancr of aleque 

~j~tjiio.,. ,_ ....... pooioo'''''' bach w"'"' ... 
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yessel~ Idde~ with every thing neccuary for the welfar~ of the island; htl~1 if Ih(")' 

~hould dday Iht'ir arrival, '¥I'e must be CQntent 10 go bare-foot, like Ihe Negroes, 
and 10 clothe ourselves ill the akins of deer; thuugh thaI animal, which Curnillhcs 

stood, ~nd tht ('OC':lks ()f 1OmC' IPOunlailu in dlt interior p3rt of the uland, rismg OCCll<j04aDy from 

admisl the cloud, ... hidl hung around theM . 

.. AI ICV!!II in the morning we heard the crum, bellt in the ",oods, lind loon after the Gl,lvcrnor, 
M. de III Boul"donnail, appeared on hUfscbad •• f,,!Iowc:d by :I detachment of 'oldie ... Il1'lcd wilh 

mU5ktls. and a grnt "umber of islandcrs :\I\d bl.l.clu. He ranged his 5.1dih. beAch. 

and ordered them to malt a gc.ncr.ll discharge .... hith was 110 sooner done 

glimmering light upon Ihe ..... 'er, thai W;lS ihsl1lnrly IUCceeded by the tc:llOrt 
• 

therefore judged thllt the ship I"" It 110 creal diulnu. Ind ha ... crlCd towlIl'd, that part wber= we 

hld seep the light . .. We bad dilc.rncd throllgh the (og. the hulk and I"'Lling of II larae nUel. 

lind 1I0twithuandini the noiK of tht ",,,vel. we were '~r rnovp to hllar th:: whistle o( the boct. 

swain at the hdm, and the , hatt , of the marinrn. AI fI'OIl as the Sr. Genn pcrcd~ed thll Voe 

v.-ere ntllt enough to gi.e Iltr ulinance. , be cominll(d 10 fire ,Uld lu«euinly every three 

minutr" M. de la Bourdonnli. call$(d areal filU 10 be liahttd at eetlain db~IICt' upon the 

strand, and sent to III the inhllbitlnu of that neiahbourhood in lCl!.n:h of pl'OYiNooI, plants, 

cablel, and t'lIlply barrelt, A cro.d of ptorle soon art j.cd, Iccompanied by tt>cir N4'IIWS, loadcd 
shIh prorisiolU afld rigging. One of the oldest plantrn a' thi~ time infornled It~ Govemor. that 
they hnrd. dUMI the wi ole nil hi, I,cane lIOill:1 in the " .... untAin, and in the forests: rbll the 

It'a~ts of the treei wcre shakw, thClulh th"re .as no . ind, and that the sea·binh hOld .oulhl 

mUAe on the lind; III of ... hicb be cOlllidtrtrl U ("IlI.in 5i8'" or.n al'proachiul blln'tc.nt. 

BY.y thing. indeed, ~ 10 dmote iu speedy IIninl. The tentre of.be cloud~ in rhe uoirh 

wu ofl dilm~1 black, while their . kirtl werefrin8'ld ... lth a carper bue. The air ~widl 

dlc cry of the frigate bird. and 11. multitude of tota fowl, ... ho, not ... ithltlndil" the ~of eM 

.mosphcre. hatlmed from aU poin" of the horilOCl. to 1ft" for .beIt" in fM ,.,..r ."TenniI 
nine in li,~ momin, we helni. on th aide: of the ocean: 1M mod ttrri6c ....... U ICII'AnIt 01 

Rtcr. accomp&nied t.y thUlldtT, .ere roIlml down the .teepII :ii A general eacla~ 
~f"lIow~d of.' Then i. tbe burricUIC I' 
tbi loa: whith had COftI'Cd lite 1116 If A.",.. ... d ill ,_MI. 
10 our rit9I; J,cr plIery 4-w wiclt. ~ .... ,..".od ...... 
hrr Il.tg shiqred, _i1b four ubla at bel' 1Ie_1u4 ODe. by wbkb 
tnd anchored betMcn the I", d'A.." SlId the Din -... whIUa 
CIIci,c1u Ihe i51and, aNi RIlIII ha9C bIr that DO .. Milli 
She pMtnted hc-r head to lhe: .. 1!t·.bic~ 

mao the "m", the Ihitt......." .. ,.". 'I 
........... sh:n'I, ttlun,i .. ipIo the .... 

the ~ 1ft Ihit ~ 4riYCn '" lbe 

_poo.tWofo< ... _" 
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us with such excellent meat, begins to be less common tha n formerly in the fotests: 

nor do the goals increase, whom 1 sometimes follow into their most difficult reCeiSO. 

We must. however, be conll~m to stay at home for the present, as the few handi. 

craftsmen we had. are departed for the war in India,&c. 

LETTER VI. 

hie of Frantt. 20th of December. 17+) ' 

In this letter I shall change my fo rmer subjecf, and pass from th:'! history of agricul

ture and the employments of a country life, to consider the occupations of the town. 

My uncle· has an house: there, which we sometimes visit, particularly to enjoy the 
society of M. de Grenville and his interesting family. He has long been my unclc's 

intimate friend, and is become mine. It is from him and M. de la Bourdonnais, 

that--l receive every information necessary for me lO posJess in lhis country. 

hn cables. 10 throw herself lIpan the beach, from which she was separated by sand-banks, 
mingled with bfdkert. Every billow which broke upon the coalt adr.anced reMrin, to the 
bottom of Ibe bay. :lnd threw pbnks 10 the di,~uce u( 6(IY feet upon the !:lnd J then. nuhi", 
baek, I, iil bare its sandy bed, from which it rolled immenie noon with an hoane and dismal 
noilt. The Ra, puUed by the: violence of the wiOO. rose higher e,ery moment; and lhe cbalmel 
between this island and d.e Ill, "'.fmbrl(, wou one vau sheet of while foam. with yawllin, chunn 
of black. dctp billows. The fmm boiling in the gulph wu more than six (eet in heilhe. and ~M 
wind. wbich .wept itt surflice, bofe' it onr the sleep COilIt more than half a Ita,ue upon the labd. 
'file ionulllcrsble whi te ft .... es. dri'm horizontall,. u hr., the foot of tbe mountain. appeared Jile 
UIO'f' mllin, frc>m the orun, which wu now confoulI<kd .ith the sky. Thick cloLld. of aD 

~ Ihe u.uith .ith the swiftueu o(birdl. white ochers appened motiooleu 
Ii .1s. azure could be: diaurned in tbe 6rmament; only a pale yellow ,lam 

_ . and .kies. F",.. tbe tioJcnt dFatts of the .hip, what we dreackd. 
bead of the yultl were lorn .w., I it wu then beld only by GOe 

dashed upon the roeu at the djitance of half a noble', length (rom the 

iIJIII(1~<f"""'" b .... (rom the spectatoR. Sometimes the ~. m its irT*guhr 

!~~~~S~~~~~'~'1"(d~ .... ~ .. ~t~d~ty!'~10 that .ny one mi,!), h •• , walked around ii, but 
witll ftnonted fury. IIh&IWdcd it __ h IlIO\Inn.ilu of Wafer, 

ilJ btl. At 1_ enry part of it ,.oo4 uuudcr. from the violent 
dne. tbcmleJ ... into.t sea: of lh~. IiCven Ilione 

OM' 01 the 'ricdnu. ~ .... tbit 5Dene o(horror." 
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M. de Grenville IS of an ancient, noble. and itJu3trious family of Normandy, 

where there are several burghs and estates which bear his name; and a branch of 
which passed into England. with William the Conqueror, in 1066, where it now 
possesses very extensive 'POssessions and high dignities.· 

• Eltracts rdalive to the House of Grain~iIle. from the PeeDr of Englaud, Ind e histories 

of the noble hmilies of France . 

•• "Crtlwillf. Grlljllville. Grtilfflille. G,,,,tv;II,. GrtlfnHiI" GrutnliJI,. GrllltViI!t. G1'9"vill" 
Grtillvill, Grd,,1IJ1I. &c. 

It Earl of Temple. Muqui. of Buckingham. Earl Nuguenr in Irc:land, and ancient Lords of 
GrQil'lViUt. &e. &e. Jet. in Norma.ndy . 

.. This name i. written in all these uriout ways, both in Great Brit:tin and Normandy. accord. 

ing ro the British Peenge, by Collin', edif. 1756, Vol. IV. "JI'415~ 116, :t171 bUflhe original 
wly of_riling this nlme in .France if Grail.ville, at it iI ritten in Normandy. from whence 

R icbllrd d, Grilifttlilll, or GrafttlifJ" paned with William the onqueror, in 1066. Thil appean: 

from the ancient d«dl ofthe "nt. and those of Buckingh Ihi're • 
•• Robert de Grllim.ilIe i. one of the 1I'itnenes to " charter for building the Abbey of Ncthe. 

wbich wu begun by the lfo~id Richard de Grainville. anno II a9. 30 Henry t. and Ralph de 

Grainvme. in the lame ttign, is amon, the witnesses to the (harter of Roger Montgomery. Earl 
of Arundel and Salop, to the Abbey of Stephen (St. Erienne) at Caen, in Normandy . likewi5c in 
that reign. Gerud de Greinville, &c. 

" The family of Grainville or Grenville. t:1Itablithed several burghl or villages. which .till retaill 
their original name, in Ihe environs ofCaen I nd Rouen, in Normandy. 

n The present reprnentative. of thit family in Frante are Mess". M. de Grainville (the undes. 

by the motber', ,ide, of the Vicomle de VllU). who were office" of rank in the .e"ice of the 
King of Frante. 

I, AI 10 the difference betwtcn the arms of the French and Ena:lish families of thi. name. they 
are very trifting; lind it is well known to OUf antiquaries, that they WC1'C not gmerally 5Cttled till 
the reign at Edward I • 

.. The Grenville. ofEr-llar acknowlcd~ Ihat they descend from those ofNorm!llldr; _bile the 
Iauer.conlider il u aD ho"oor Iu proceed from the Ame root • 

•• The G~villel of Normandy have, at all timn, maintained thcmJl'I~ .ilh bODOUr, and their 
pl'C$Cnt reprcsentati,n have SCTnd in tht Ean Indies wilh g-rcat disrincd6n-

"In 4 Rocque." TreatiK on Nobilit)', edit. '7H. tbe followwg ooticu appat. P. 7'fo ...... 
• C.ltlo. (The Bailiwic of Calail.) 

.. 104111161 tll G1I"lIknll,. miles. cc.,.ntit dice-Ill doaIinum regcm U.n, tnnm ...... tt ad 
cx««itum .. dit; utUlIl'e Ie lpud Iptum. 

Idem. .. JOUnet MaUet, mila, rompvait Ie quinN' de militibu. DCIIDinapmt _. O"IUI.", 
tie Q.""lVill,.1 .... n i, Grlllf1lillll, Nicolau, de Sana. GalieIn'llu de ...... et w.. ....... 
milito. 

Idem. (p.".) ." Jou.n de Gmeuas. mlles, CClpanUt pro .. 
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This gentleman is an old officer, who bas served with honour both in France 

and India; and may, with great truth, be reprt:scnccd as superior to the generality 

of mankind. from bis understanding, his knowl edge, and the qualities or his character . 
. He is distinguished here by the title of the Pbiwsopber, and he deserves it> for in the 
most elevating sense of the expression, he is a lover of wisdom. In the e4lrly part 

of his life, the vivacity of his temper, heightened by the military spirit of mal 

period, engaged him in frequent affairs of honour i and the last having taken place 

with a nobleman in the serv ice of the court, in the garden of Versailles, and under 

the very windows of the king's apanmcni. it threatened the mon serious conse_ 

quences. But M. de Maupou, then in high office, 10 whom he was related, 

persuaded him to quit the kingdom. and procured him a commission in India, 

where: he served with distinction. 
If it were consistent with the objects of this work. it would be a delightful cir

cumstance to dwell on the virtues and extraordinary qualities of this family. J must, 
however, confine: myself to one: of them, M. de Grenville de Forval, the second son 

of M. de C~nville. Some e\'enu relative to him are so connected with tbe man_ 
Den of these islallds, and so remarkable in themselves, that they will at the &arne 

time heighten the interest, as well u add to the information of this work. 

In these islands there is not a single example of a defonned-or crooked shape. 

which rowt arise from the natural and unrestrained mode of education which pre:

vails there. To the.e advantages, Forval united a manial air, blenried with a slight 

appearance of severity, and an approved courage, to the most noble and generous 

ICntimenlS that are found in lhe human breast. 

The want of slaves in our colonies, renders expeditions necessary in order to 

procure them. Vc;ssels, therefore, are equipped for the eoasts of Africa and Mada

PIUf, and a certain body of troops are sent with them, to favour or support the 

objeclS of these voyages. 
forval was.cxdcred to command a detachment on a service of this nature. on the 

COUl or .M~~r.i and being arrived on the eastern ,ide of it, he disembarked 

hi- people, and encamped them on the small island of St. Mally, call~ by .the 

oaQvcs. Ibrahim, which iI separated only from the principal island by a very narrow 

Ilrail. Here the communicatioDs took place between the persons engaged in this 

pPCdition, aDd ... of &be petty princes of Madagascar, relauve to the obj,ccfJ of 

... ·Of ... • 
Fl. 
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Forval, however, was so enti rely convinced of the good disposition of the people 
with whom he treated, that he yielded 10 the friendly solicitations of the king, to 

remain among them, and accordingly ordered some tents, and a small number of 

soldiers, to remove from tbe liule island, to the opposite coast. The king, who was 

called Adrian Baba, loaded him with caresses; and having shewn him his herd of 

cault, demanded, in the pride of his hean, if the King of France was so great 
as him. 

Forval. therefore, considered himself as in a perfect stale of security; and having 
entered into his tent, in order to pass the night, he receive ;,m unexpected visit 
from a mOSI beautiful woman, a native of the island, who, after a short compliment 

of apology for her illlNsion, expressed her coac~rn that so fine a white man as 

himself should be massacred. ,I 

Forval, who was astonished at the visit, could not help taking notice of the danger 

which seoned to have produced it. The sooty lady, who appeared to interest herself 
so much in his welfare, wa., the daughter of a king, and known by Ihe title of Princess 

Betsy. On being questioned as to the cause of this visit, she asked him in her tum, 

ifhe would wish to 5ac ri~ce her life to save his own. .. By no means," exclaimed 

Forval: "then," replied she, .. I will inform you of a plot formed against your life, 

if you will promi~ to take me with you, and make me your wife. I will saerifice for 

you the tbrone of my father, which is my inheritance; I will abandon my country, 

my.friends, my customs, and that liberty whicb is so dear to me. My relations. 

who will consider me as dishonoured. will detest me ; and if you leave me 10 their 

yengeance, I Ilhall be reduced to slavery, which, to me, would be a thousand times 
worse than death. Promise to grant what I have demanded; swear that your 

soldiers tl,hall do no il1jury to my relations, and I will reveal what it i, of the utmon 

importance for you to know?" Forval immediately engaged to grant her req uest, 

if the intelligence 4he announced, proved to be of the importance she had attached 
to iL 

.. Wen then," ,aid she, "at break of day my father will come here, under the 
prttext of a friendly visit. and if he breaks a stick which he wiD bold in hi, hand, 
that will be the signal of thy dealh: his g uard will then enter with Iheir hatchet., 

and will kill thee, and all thy people will be manacYed with thee t .. 
Forval immediately conducted her to a place of gfety. NdcnheIe. he wu 

delermioed to wait till the morning. and UC:CrWD tbe lruib a( her iDtOnDatjon. 
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The princess had also added, that the signal the king would give for his attendants 

to retire, would be to throw his hat towards them. 

He accordingly ordered his soldiers to remain under arms during the nighl, and 

to keep within their tents. As for himself, he gOt his arms in readint· ... u . pla~d a 
couple of pistols under the covering of his litble, and dosed by the side or it, with 
his hand on the pistols. 

At length the king arrived, and soon lifter, having broke his sLick, the guard was 

advancing to the front of the lem; but the king, terrified at the pistol whi ch Forval 

held to his throat, cast his bat towards his attendants. who immediately departed. 
The small party of soldiers which Forval bad with him, wer~ now drawn li p ill 
order of baule. All the Nq;roes hTd disappea red; the: king alone: remained i s a 

prisoner; nor was he: enlargtd, till the princess wu embarked with all Ihe: equipage, 

and Forvat felt himself happy in departing from this perfidious coast. Nor was he 

ungrateful: he solemnly espoused the Princess n ; uy, in spite of allihe remonstraute$ 

of his friends, and he lives happily wilh her. Her eolour was cenainly displea$ing to 

the white people, and her education did not qualify her to be a c.ompanion to such 

a !)lan as -her husband; but hfr 6gure was fine, her air noble, and all her action's 

partook o f the dignity of one: who was born to command. 

She wu a real Amazon, and the: dress she chose: was that which has since received 

a similar name. She never walked out but she was followed by a slave. and armed 

with a small fowling-piece, which she knew how to employ with great dexterity, and 

,.'ould defend herself wilh equal courage if she were attacked. She was nimble: ~ :t 

deer, though stately in her demeanour; but with her husband as gentle and submis

sive as the most affectionate of liis slaves. She behaved to her inferiors with equal 

dignity and kindneSS'; and she never went to the most distant pan of the island, to 

pay ,,_ to her family, but On fOOl ; she nevertheless adopted the: elegancies of 

bdsaviour wttfarUt facility, and her society is ve:ry pleasant and fu ll of vivacity. 

Some: yM afler her marriage, the Princess BellY) for she was seldom caUed 
Madame ae Forval, gave her husband a new proof of her affection. 

Her rlther at length died, the kingdom descended to her, and her people, who 

were ardendy Inlched 10 the blood of their tunga. anxiously wi ... hed to see her on 

the throne of her~ As soon as me WIS informed of this evenl, she requested 

pamission otb~ to 'filit her country. 

Tboop IDch • unexpected rcquell .ttonisbcd Forval, he did not he~tatc to 
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comply with it i and as she did not unfold the reason of IUch it desire on her part, he 

felt his pride mortified at her conduct, though he kept hi, chagrin to his own bosom, 
of which it was a painful inmate. t 

The fim stntiments of Forval. respecting his princess, had been instigated by 
honour and gratitude: but her demeanour towards him, her conduct towards others, 
and her personal charms, in which her colour was forgotten, had awakened in bi, 

heart the most faithful and tender affection. t 

The Queen Betsy. however. departed for her kingdom as soon as she had received 
the permission of ber own sovereign; while Foryal was totally unable to reconcile 

the step she had taken to her former sen timenu and past conduct. He accordingly 
waited with the utmost impatience for the return of the vessel which ha4. taken her 

away; when, to his great astonishment, his faithful wifc returned in it, with an hundred 

and fifly slaves which she had brought him. "You had the generosi'Y e cried. . . 
on throwing herself into his arms, U to many me, in opposition to the wishes of your 

fri ends, and the prejudices of Fur country, when I had nothing to offer you but 

my person, whose charms, whatever they might have been considered in my own 

wumry, were calculated rather to disgust, than to please you. You ..... i11therefore add 

.' another proof of your kindness, by assuring me of your pardon, for having raised a 

single doubt in your mind respecting the affection and duty you so entirely deserve 

from me: but it was my wish to avoi~ informing you of the:: project I had conceived 

on my father'S de::ath, till it was execute::d. It was not the lillie kingdom which that 

event transferred to me, nor even the largest empire, that would separate me from 

you; my sole design, in the 6tcp I have just taken, was to make you an off'cr of a 

smaU number of my ~ubjects, which is the only part of my inheritance that I can 

beStOw. I have, at tbe same time, complied with the wishes of my people, in resigning 

my liule sovereignty to the most worthy of my relations.' 

Such a scene may be more easily conceived lhan described. Thus Forval found 

bis wife worthy of all his affection; and the present she made him, it a son of 

fortune in this country. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

7be Letlers of Baron Grant continued; containing a/urlber Account of the 

Operations oj M. de la Bourdolmais. 

LETTER VII. 

Jsle of France. 20th of November, 17+6. 

I,M. de Ja Bourdonnais had not thought proper to eoltun me with the defence of 

this island, I should have accompanied him on his expedition. His squadron was in 

danger of being lost in gelting out of port. When it had rc.£iued, it met with the 
English (Ject in India : they cannonaded each other :; and it is said that the English 

ships could not suslain our fire, and quitted the engagement as ill treated at least 

al we were, although one of our ships blew up, and eighty men perished. 
Our ~quadron continued its eoune to Madras, a place of great importance to 

the English, twO of whose ships lay at anchor at the entrance of the road. Our 

commander sent several vessels to engage them, when they defended themselvel 

with great courage. The cannonade was very violent on bOlh sides; but our ships 

being more ahattered than those of the enemy, were obliged to renre. 

Our brave warriora made a descent at six leagues from Madras, and carried me 
place, which was submitted to pillage; though the commandercon6ned it to the couo

try houliCS. He afterwards entered the plaee, where, for his couneous conduct, be 

received very rich presents and large-quantities of gold. It is said that the captu re 

WIS wonh eleven millions of livres. The Governor of Pondicheny (M. Dupleix) 

oppwed this undertaking. and the two commanders became 10 enraged at each other. 

that our troops were on the point of engaging those of Pondicherry. M. Dupleix 

claimed the ruperiorilY. a~ Governor General of India; and that. as such, he had a 

right to command. In shan. lhis dispute continued so long, as to cause great loss and 

di&treJl to the French Beet.· 

• The future ddaU of the operatiorat of M. de la Bourdonnair. which wiU be offered to the 

IttaIdon of the reader, .. ill Jln. ftZJ oorrect dacriplio.a of these u:peditioos. 
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During six months of the year it is impossible to appro'" thi, coast, on account 

of the hurricanes, which torment these seas, and destroy every thing. 1jhe remains of 

our brave troops and sailors are arrived under jury masu, having sustained a )00 of 

eight hundred men, who were drowned. 

Many of the jnhabitants o f this island are anxious to dispose of their plantations, 

being persuaded, that the change which has taken place in OU T goverdment, will be 
attended with inevitable disadvantages to them. It will ind~cd be very difficu~ to 

find such a Governor as M. de 1a Bourrlonnais. Nevertheless, from the manner in 

which M. David, our new Governor, speaks and acts, we shall derive considerable 
advantagts from his administration. He says that the India Company, being now 
assured Ihat the island produces plemy of provisions and refreshmems for their ships, 

""ill order them all to stOp at this port, which will be""Considered as a principal maga. 

zine for their commerce; at the same time every possible encouragement will be given 

10 promote industry cud advance cultivation. 

The diffcrent undertakings for raising couon and indigo have failed. One sugar 

plantation has, in lome degree, succeeded, wh03e produce resembles the coarser 

honey of Europe: time and industry, howev~r, will bring it to perfection. The 

more weallhy advClllurers are absolutely starving, by being compelled to purchase 

the provisions necessary for themselves and thei r people. They have had the incon. 

s.iderate ambition to bunhen themselves with large bodies of slaves, before they 

bad provided the means to mainrain them. 
Our late Governor, M. dc la llourdonnais, will leave this island to return to 

France, in the momh of March next : I shall avail myself of that opportunity to send 

you this letter, in whi(:b I sball inc!olc a cominuation of bis operations. 

\ 
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• 
Aforlber Account ol'N Opera/ions of M . de 1a ltourdonnais. 

l1H.-The: intelligence thaI war was declared between }?rance and England, 
greatly di ~lrcsscd M. de 13 BOl1rdonnais, as it was accompanied with precise o rders 

from the Company, dated 14th or'April. '74.4. which, o n the Idea of a neutrality 

between the Companies of the twO kinguom~. forbade him to engage in any act of 

hostility whatever against ,he English. AI the Arne time he \\'3' illstruCIW to defend 
himself in case the English should Comme.nce hostili ties ; and he was authorised to 

keep one or IWO vessels with him: bUI what could M. de la Bourdonnais do wim 
these merchant ships against four mcn of war, which had Leen dispatched from 
Grtat BriWo fur the Indies? Besides, sin ce the Company thought proper to recall 

the aquadroo wbich had left France under the command of M. de la Boutdonnai" 
the incalculable advantage of arrivillg fir)( with an amled force in India, was 10SI, 

ali the proj ects of M. de la Bouroonnais were overturned, the superiority of the 
enecny WaJ decided, and alt hi$ apprehensions that we shoulJ be beat and taken, in 
every pan. confirmed. • 

In this monifying conjuncture, he could do nothing more than send off a vessel 

to inform M. Duplt;lx, the c.o'-'ernor of Pondicb.erry, that war wa. dcclarelbclween 

France aocI England, and to di spatch ~ Fie,e to France, with letlen for the Com

Pl1I)" in"bich be repeated bis dfons 10 undetth"(" them in their hopes of a neu_ 
uatity. In me mean time. till he should receive fre.h orders, he was oblised to let 
the enemy command in ~IC leal. He did not, however, suffer any vessel to go out 
or pont he redoubled his efforts to finish a ship which he had laid on the 5I.ocks. 
aDd completdy repaired the &arbon, that had arrived from the Indies. 

In the mean time. M. Dupleix, in obedieoce to the: orders of the Company. 

~id.l!'ida the 8ovemmt'nu of the Englillh East India Company to conclude. =.;:ity. The Council of M.d, ... how ... " would not ,end., ito.1f 
'We ax Ihe conduct of his Britannic Majesty'. amp& of war, .. M. de: Ia 

'IIneec:a; ror it could nOl be ima&ined that IDly 8Sreement .ade 

t -...... a.panic. of two hOltilenations, would influenc:c the conduct ..,.bI"_ al'dooi, ""Jl<cti •• 10\'''';1'''' 

""""" .... ,.,.....,doked tv")' tIriDso on4 thu tho: EngIUb bazardrtl nothi"8. 

... "CIIeM to obluYc. that tbe latter had &hips of war as weJl 

,. I~ ..... wbi10 doe '- bod only commercUti v ..... G, 
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it is evident, lhertfore, that the French ships belonging to the Comrmny would be: 
taken hy ihe English men of war, who are not to be influenced hy an~ engagemmt 
made bY 'jhe respective companies, to maimai n a' ntJJtrality be:lwecil them, as indi. 
viduallrading e&tablishmenu. 

At length the error;""hich had betn commiltCd by ,he Fren<:h lp~ia Company, 

was disc'overed, bUl, li~e many other error~. when it is too !ale j and they acknow. 
leged the misfonune of having despised the reiterated representations of M. de la 

BourdOlJnaU. On the 51b of April they were informed by the Fleury, which arrived 
from india, of the capture of the Favori. That vessel was at anchor in the road 

of A cbHn, with an Englisb vessel, which it would have taken, if it bad not rccei,'cd 

orders to the c,o.nlra ry from the company. Captain PeYlon, who commanded the 

Brju~h vessel, did not act on the same principles, but se:t~ opponunity, on the 
I~ ro.llo,,·jng dely, to board and take bcr. This French • e F leury, .... hieh had 

been fined out to at6ck some piratcs, had also Toond her.elf before Cocbin with , 
ropr English \'csseh, laden for }.!oAa and Get/t/dl all of which she might have 

taken, had 5hc nOI been rcstrained by .the command of her superiors. At the same 
. time all our merchannncn wcre taken, except that which was commanded by M. 
<de la Villebague, who, 5us~cting thr consequcnces oT a declaration of war, changed 
hi~ course, and arth'oo at Pondicherry, I shallnOl enter into a further detailof' 

of our losses, but coment myself wilh relating a singular c,ircumslancc, ~ truth or 
which is 100 well known. When Captain Barnet.. who commanded an English 
ship of war, caplUrcd our merchant ships, hc obK"Tved, that he only executed against 
the Frcnch trade, Ihe design which M. de I .. Bourdonnais had projeeted agaioSl 
that of C reat Britain. 

1 hough M. de la Bourdonnaia was extremt'ly moni~, that the dedsi\'e Slroke 
which he had so long meditattd as~inst the enemies of "'roJDce mould bave 'been 
rcndered aborlive:, he wal not altogether discourag~ J nor did be relax iy. dfons, 
as will hr:reaftcr appear, to repair the: misfort'tnes of his country; -on diaCGp!lily, . . . . 
be made the same (xenions, as if he bad b~n the cause of IbCm. 

The: Ictters, which he: rtteived by the Flew", 'oot only infoiaiea tOm of .. .. 
anival of the English lIhips of WIll' in Iudia, bul made: iii" a~ ,liD ~> 

. ~ actual situation of Poudicbc:rry: th.t Ittdem.cnt W&f ~ u in a alMa i:I .. . 
Ilarm; and the t\tUncil communicated 10 him, in very IlrGnJ ~Ibe cia.,. ..... ~ 
wbich their ClOIDmercc w ... _pooed in !he IDdiaD -. .11Iej;PIlftllOd 1aiaI;··· 

.'.1 
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afford them aU the assistance in his power; informing him, at the 11M: 'time. that 

they CQuid do 'Dorhing morc, un their part, than send him by the first opportunity 

die crtW of lhe Favori. 
The n~ccJSiry of affording some assistance to Pondichcrry, determined M. de la 

Bourdonnai~ 10 keep Ihe Neptlln~;of fony guns, which was ready.to sail for Europe. 

and to dispalt.h the Cbnrmanfe thither: he also retained the· B ourbon, of fony.four 

guns, the lnsiliaire, of rhirt)'.lhc 'Fovour;le, 'if Iwent)·_six; the Renommu, oflwemy

$ix, and rhe Decouvertr, of eighteen gum. 

At the n;omcm when M. de la Bourdonnais had determined, if I)()ssible, to equip 

these vessels for aCHllI] service, he was almost destitute of every thing necessary 10 
cany his design intu exectuion. An eXlraordjnary drougbt had occasioned an alarm· 

ing scartilY in the preceding year; the harvest of the current year had been ravaged 

by I,he locum I Ihc SI. Gero", wilh a large carso of Slores and pr~visions from 
Eurnpe, had been wreck.ed; and another vessel , which h;td bee n di.~pac.chcd to 

• 
India for rice, had returned withom being able to exerute its commi~sion; in ,.hort. 

to complete IN=: ficc:ne of diSlre~ Ihere was not more than five or l>ix months provi • 

• ions in the island: nor did he find a general disposition in the lnhabit3nU to assist 

him at this criucal °rnoment. But notwi thstanding a1\ (hese discouraging obstacles., 
he employed 11il utmost activity and exertions in forwarding an arrnamel'll. which 
Ippraml to him as thc only mean. of protecting Ihe &hips which the Company must 
.tend &om France to maintain its annual commerce. 

M. de la Bourdonnais exhaU$led all his resource, to collect n.en to form ,be 
~. of his shIPS, and procure store. for their ,upport: but his endeavours ",c:re 
chwarted in every quancr. The inbabitanu of ~e hie of Bourbon "!ete so 
alarped at the ahipwftck or Ihe $I. o,rtltf,tha, those who had requested to be cm~ 
pIoyed on Ito=trd lh~ armed ships. now refused 10 eJtP9~ themselve. to the dangers 

~J a' the same. lime,. thai island was also in lIuch a state ofdeanh. as 10 ., 
wery UIiitance" ~hich he could afford il: he was, be.ides, under lbe 

Trilotl and 1"'(' H,roll, which were laden with merchandize 

lubaislence fur .~ crew. till their departure: he 

CO daily s'lpplies for lhe troops, the sailon in barbour, with 

all dIOse who did not .poNCII plantalion •. 
himself to the Council J and proposed, thac 

fit &he provisioru in Ihe potSCIIiqp of the inhabitants; 

CS' 
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and that, afler leavi ng sufficient for their subsist.enCt., they should be obliged 1& 

furnhh the ren, at a fixed price, for the pu blic serv ice. It will be re*lily believed 
such propositions excited an univer~a l disconteot: they were, however. unani_ 

mously approved, and confirmed by the: Council on the 8th of January, J 745· 
1745.-In order to procure men, he required every twentieth Negro in the Isle 

of Bourbon, on c;ondition of paying his master thineen livre, per moOlh for his 

service, and to return two hundred -piastres for everyone that might die in the 

expedition. He al$O u rged the necessilY of employing the authority of government 

against those who shou ld refuse to accede to it. This measure -was also approved 

by IDe Council, and increased the Itumber of his enemies. He was, however, very 

fonunately relieved from the necessity of carrying it into execution, by \he arrival 

of a vessel, freighted with Negroes, from the coan of Senegal, by certain merchants 

of France. As M. de la Bourdonnais had been permitted by the India Company 
to have a share in t~is adventure, and had full power to act for hi s commercial' 

usooiates, he proposed to the Council to purchase two or three hund~d of these 

Negroes for the service of ,be Company. Thi s proposition was also accepted by 
the Council. 

At kngth, by bis activity and persevering resohuion, he had the extreme satis_ 
faction 10 see hisannam~nt complete, and in May, 174 5, it was in a.'lat~ to receive 

his ordl~rs. It was, ncverthel~ss, a point of some difficulty to settle the manner in 

which it should be employed: and it was matter of serious consideration, whether 
he ihould set sail immediately with a view to make prizes, which appeared to be: 
very practi cable, as the English squadron mnaincd in the Straits; or whether he 
should wait for the arrival of the Company" ship' from France, in ordel to conduct 

them tU I ndia. After much deliberation he determined to adopt tbe latter; .. it 
would be the Wllelt measure to secure the commerce of the Company, bcr~ be 
employed any active means to annoy its enemies. 

He bad no sooner formed this plan, thm a frigate arrived from Francc, which 

brought him the IOllowing orders, from the: Minister of Marine. dated the -9th of 

January, '745 . 

.. The Company h .. dispatched you a Frigue, named cIoe !:xpecIkion, which 
he Followed by 'he ship' h_ ..... ional. 

" The Athille,. of eevem.,. gun., and four handled and fifty ... 
• TIoc S. Loui., 9f fifiy &U .... ODd two hundred l11li filly ---"u,c. 



HISTORY OF MAURITIUS. 

U The Lys, of fony guns, and two hundred and fifty men. 
U The Phenix, of fony.four guns, and twO hundred .nd fifty men. 

61 The Duc O'Orleans. of thirty_six guns, and an hundred and fifty men. 

U Theie five ve • .cls cannot depan for the E ast before the end of February; mey 

are to proceed in company to Cadiz., and from thence to the Isle of France, where 

it is not supposed that they will arrive before the cnd of August . 

.. The king'. intention is, that you take the command of these ships, as IOOIl u 
tile)' mall arrive at your island . 

.. The armament of these ships has two objects ;-Iqe first, to remi~ the funds witb 

which they are charged, to the: treasury of Pondichcrry: and the second, to cruize 

againlt the enemies of the stalC in those parts of the Indian sea which thall, in your 

opinion, promise the greatest probability of success . 
.. The Company has assigned an hundred thousand mares tie piasJres, which it bu 

5t:I'iI, this year to the Indies, to pay, in prefertnce, the debts which the Councils of 

Pondicherry and Bengal have contracted, as it has vcry much at heart to satify all 

its engagements. .Besides, as the veslels which will be charged with this money 

will not be able to leave Cadiz before the end of March or the beginning of April, 

they will not arrive'It Pondicberry before Oaober,· when the season will be tOO 

much advanced to cnploy these funds in consignments of merchandize for France, 

both from Bengal and Pondicherry, for.be year 1146. The Company, therefore, 
hat con6ned iuelf to the expottllion of such merchandize all d.e Council of Ponw 

dicherry alone will have been able 10 collect, since the depanurc o f the veueb 

which had been expedited for Europe in tbe beginning of the present year. 

M In order lO employ to the grc:attll. ponible advanlage lhe ships which you Ire 

appointed to command, you mu ... make ilDlDCdi.lc preparation's to embark, wilh 
.., n::inbcemeat of soldien and Ailan which il is in your power to collect: and 

ifany'lhip belonging to the India Company muld be al the Isle of France, which 

..,. p'OYC ICrViccabIe to your expedition. you will employ it in your aquadroo: 

" ..., aIIo ncei¥e 00 board any number of your islanden, wbo may offer their 
.erwioe. _ the occuioo. • 

.., It. -aaatfllO". to Jd sailabow &be latter end of Scpcember. and thal U~'O 

01,... obipo 0l>o0ioi ~ ., .... C_ of Malabar, aod COllIe 10 an anchor off 

• n., .............. ~_._dIl ... moatbolJ_.,.. 170t6· 
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MalH, to oblain intdligtnct: !"rom the Coast of Cnrnmandei, and rc~we .ruwen to 

the !ellers ",hich you had forwarded 10 M. Duplei)f. by the ElCpe4ilion frigate. 
Thesc ycuds mll3t not remain at Mahe a moment I()ng~r than is absdhllcly neee •• 

J3ry; and I am of opinion, that it would be right for you ttl embark ill one ofthtm, 

and the rest of your ~uadron should receive orders to wait for yoo a Acbem. It 

certainly would be impolitic for YOli to app:ar .... ·llh )'our y.·holc sl.j' ladron off the 

COUI of Malabar. as that ""ould spread an aldnn throughout India; so Ihat you wflold 
not meet a ,in~le vCli.se1 on the seas. 

" Your rendez.voul, therefore, will then be at Aenem, according to Ihe plan al,eady 

proposed. Yon must accordingly repair thither lowards the end of ~~ber. or the 

beginning of No\'C=m~r. to lah in wateT, wood, rd rtfreshmc.nts: from chence 

you will get up 10 Ihe EllS!, in order to cruil.e ofr outh of the G .. nge'~ bcforu 

the eightecnth of December. You may remai~ tlf • with all your ship!!, till ine 

fifleemh of Janu:Jry; ilOu wililhen detach ~r )"O\IT veueh. to carry 10 Pondi_ 

cherry the two hundrcd thou5and 'nwrcs tlep;i"sltet, that you will have on board 
the squadron. They will exercise aU pohihlc diligence in taking in !.heir cargoes, 

in order to proceed to the hie of France; they will then complete cheir lading 

of coffee at Ihe Isle of Bourhon, to be enablt.·d to double the Cape of Good Hope 

at a favourable stason, in Company wiLh Ihe Ihrce vessels from China, which will, 
I tru51, be arrived there before ,hem. The expedition to Poodicherr)' cannot take 

place, unle. you have received illlclligence that there arc no English 5hips of war 

on tbe Coast of Coromandel. You may, however, continue to cruiu: off the mouth 
of the Ganges till you shall think it right to retllrn to Pondiehtrry. sltelching 

close in shore, in order to capture such of the cnemy" shipa trhich m.y be at 

Madras, or elsewhere. You will arterward~ quit Pondicherry 10 C1'l&asc-, for mme 

time, either in lbe St(aits or Malacca or Sunda. and any ocher pan of we India 
$tiS which will. in yoo r opinion, promote Ihe objecu of your expedition I ordering 
your course, nevenhtleu. in luch • manner I lhat you lMy return 1.0 tbe hie of 
France jn J unc, 10 carccn your ship. there. lhat they may be in • o.ae.to I'OIUIII to 

France at the end of 17,,6, or the beginning of 1711' 
,. BUI though thiS plan appc:ar~ to me well adapIed to auaia the ~ of'the expe.

clitiun, I have neverlheleu Ihat COI)fidenc:e in ,.our zeal and .WIiDe\ wbicb eng'l'!" 

me La authoriu you, 10 IIlIIut lU1y .lteration wbid! )IOU...., .... lIIidacive 10., 

• 
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general good and me int(:rt5" of the Company. You ~iI1 communicate to M. 

Ouplcix ~ plan which you shall adopt, a. I have gi,'Cf1 him Slrict orden to support 

you by e\'uy exertion in his power . 
.. Jf(\Io-o of your .,iP5 louch at Mabi, you will there receive the necessary intelli_ 

gence from the Coast of Coromilndcl; but if you should think it more .suitable to 
),our designs to repair at once to A cbtm, without suffering any of your squadron 

10 a~ar on the Malabar coast, M, Dupleix may dispatch the E.\pcdilion frigate 

to Acl'Lm. 10 convey the n«cssary communications to you, and to seule the time 

when you should arrive at Pondichcrry. 
" If, during your cruizc off t~ mouth of the Ganges, in the month of January, 

.You .hould make any prizes laden wilh merchandize 5uiled to the European market, 
you will di&patch them at once 10 (he Isle of France, and give the neceuaryorders, 

either to send the prizes to France, if they should be capahle of making tbe 

voyage, or to lunsfer their most- valuable part of their cargoes on board the 
vessels which shaU be on their return from Pondicberry. 

" By the next di 'patrh('s you shall be informed of the rendezvous, which llhall 

arrange wilh M. de ~Mllll'tp(IJ. Ihill the vessels which ,hall s.aillTom the the Isle of 

France in April, 1,.6, Rlay return to France under the convoy of the King's shipa, 
wbich shan be ordered thither for wat purpose. 

" Jf, on your _urn from tha. Expedition, you ltre of opinion that your presence 

i. no longer nteasuy in the islands, J authorize you to embark on board any veuel 
that may be on ils voyage to France in the ~ginning of me year 1747; ~lQd you will 
nomina Ie, fJtr interim, IS Governor and Commndanl in the hies of France and 

Bourbon. those whom you shall consider as the most capable of rendering SC'rvice 

lO .... eom ..... y." 
Signed, " OltRY." 

7f6'-M. de .. 'Bourdonnais now aubmiutd his plan of operations to the coo

~ tJldM Council, and when it had ~eeived their official confirmation. be 
~ te CIRf it into executiun. A. the dearth, which had for lOme time 

.... 11"' .. 4 .... ioI...s. ...... 10 .... Yerf ....uIy f"~ he di.pau:b<d hi> ships 10 10k. 
iD~ .... at ~ wiIb orden 10 wait tor him there; at the same time he ..,.lha ~_:~ wIoich be _ 10 embark 011 .be first of Auguu, 

l'! joiII'" "Ittadn1D,. ill .... II> proocailO India, if .... ahips promi,"" him from 
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Franee did not arrive, On the .ath of July, the Expedition mgate brought him 
intelligence, that the A chilles, the St. Louis, We Pbhli.z, the LJI, a:Kl D"c 
d'Orltans, wCNld arrive It the Island in the month of October. 

In consequence of these advice., M. de Ja Bourdonnais debyed hi. ckparture 
for India till tbe month of November; and, as the monsoon would nut tben ~rmjt 
him 10 pass by Madasascar, where he had determined to j oin the ships which he 
had sent there to vietual, he dispatched orders for them to return 10 the lalands, 

that he might avail himself of the monsoon, to conduct them 10 Ponuichcrry. BUI, 

unfonunately, the ship! which he expected from France in September or O ctober, 
J 745. did not arrive till J anuary, 1746. This delay was an~ with circum6tances 

of extreme discouragement and dIfficulty. :~ 
I n the fif,at place, it lefl him too 5hort a space of lime to ~ple,e the repain of 

his ships: nor was this the greatest obstacle. An ('pidemical disease had carried off 
the greatest pan of his naval ariSlns: he was, therefore, compdled 10 fonn • new 

!Cl of workmen 10 supply their place, from among thOIiC Wh06C occupations had 

no conneclion whatcver with the dock.yard. He accordingl)' employed housc_ 
carpenters 10 shape the ship.timbeu. lock smiths 10 forge nail., and tailo r$ to make 

sails. Nor "" ould it have been po~sible for him to have succttded, if be had not 

possessed a perf en acquaimancc with the ,cit-nee of ship.buikling .. and made a 

practical application of it to the necessities of the moment: he accordingly fur_ 

nished models, regulated the admeasuremenu. and 5Uperintended every daN of 
workmen, wilh unceasing activity and auention: he 1Omc:limc. even aaaistc.d them 
in their manual operations. In shon, his knowledge and acovilY Npplied an hi. 
wahlS; and at length he surmounted tbo.e di8icullieJ, which appeared to aU bvt 
himself as altogether insurmouncable. 

But another, and ault coorc alarming obade praeat~ iud£, in a geoeraI 
deficiency of prOYialoR.!l InJequipmenu. 

'l11e 'hips which composed .be fint armIIIIeDI. W consumed their proviaiaat ia 
wailing for lhe arrival of those which weft: expeaed from Europe ...... ..." 

baving been victualled only for foapeen month., had, after rbeir .... ~ 
DO more than four month. provision.. It ... Iherefore .btoI ...... J I, CO 

reviclual both squadrons. 

The crew" on their uriYIl, were a110 in a w:ry .... __ , .... _ MbiMII 
alone WI. equipped u •• hip of war; \he ocbcn wen .,.. ..... _ .. E ...... 
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It was requiaite, therefore, to add to their force. and augment their crewl: and 

this difficult task M. de la Bourdonnais contrived to accomplish. He .formed 

&oldien. by dividing the crews into companies, and incorporating Negroes and 

workmen with !.hem: be taught them me usc of arms, and the practice of mili_ 

tary evolutions. H e. himself, instructed them how to scale a wall, and to use a 
petard. He exercised them in !iring at a target; and qualified the most dexterous 
among them to manage a machine, which he had himself invented, to throw fire 

grapnel to !he distance of an hundred and eighty fect, by the means of mortars. 
Thus he formed soldiers capable of active service; though his success would have 
been more complete, if tbe officers of his squadron had seconded his zealous and 

indefatigable activity: bUI too many of them made his conduct the subject of mur

mur and disapprobation. Their personal interest, indeed, was th~ principal cause of 

t~ir discontent; as, in order to change the merchantmen into sbips of ..... ar, it was 

absolutely necessary to disbunhen them of lbe packagcs which contained the ventures 

aUowc=d by the Company to the officers; 10 that they risqued the lo~ of thruc= ad

vantagc=s whieh thc=y had c=xpected to derive from the sale of them in India. Thc=y 

loudly complained of the deceit practised by the Company respecting them, and the 
injury mey should l ustain by being deprived of thbse privileges, which could alone 

remunerate them for (hc hazanls of luch a long and dangerous voyage. 

ThelC complaints, which were made in the most public manncr, caused no small 

uneasiness and mortification to M. de 13 Bourdonnais i ..... ho could not bUNemark, 

that they tended to discourage the crews, more particularly as they were now reduced 

LO half.allowance, and in a state of continual and laborious discipline. To assuage 

tbelC discontents, he employed every ingratiating attention, and urged eycry per_ 

....ave argument; but while he gained several to enter illto his views, there nilJ 
remained thoae who did every Ihing in their power to thwart his designs. 

As the vcuels were succeuively equipped, he sent them to Madagascar to subsist 

aDd coHeel provision&, till be could join them. At the same time, as the ships whlch 

arrived from Europe would be sub~t LO his orden, he directed M. de St. Manin, 
who remained in the We. as Deputy Governor, to detain a pan of lhese vessels in 

pol\ ad 10 employ their equipmenu LO arm the otbers. These were destined to 

erui..: off Bombay, to take Nch English sbips as might be returning from GeJda, 
.116M, mel P,niII, aad cbey were fUrther on:lercd, after lheir crui7.e, to make the 

... of Ihoir .. y .. """'. iIIlhe Iqinaioa of Sepoombcr. where they would recdve 
IIh 
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funher directions. In short, aftcr having done every thing that depended 01\ him 

for the· good of the service, he prepared to depart for the coast of Malabar, where 

he reckoned upon meeting, some time in May, the English ships coming from Surat. 
Previous to his departure. he gave the following accoum of his aitllation and designs 
to the Cos;npany. 

Letter oj M. de la Bourdomlois to tbe Directors of tbe East India Compa",. 

Gentlemen, Incr, 1St March. 1746. 

Cf r have the honour to addreu this letter to you, dated th 1&t of March, because, 
it being my design to leave the islands at the end of this Mih, it is necessary for 

me to prepare my communications 10 you ilt thjs time: whatever may happen sub,.. 

sequent to this dale, I will add hereafter. I have given directions to the Council and 

M. de St. Martin, to transti1it to you the current delail of the colony; it is enough 

for me to give you an hislOry of the annaments; and as my former di&palchc. have 

been lost, I shan state to YOll every occurrence that tw taken place • • ince the first 
intelligence that war had been declared between I'rance and Great Britain . 

• , On the J 1m of September, 1744, arrived the Fiere: but though the monsoon 

for Jndia was over. I dispatched a small vessel on the following day, to forward your 

leners and orders, which fortunately al'rived ill MobJ. 

'f The $hipwreck of the St. Ceran being attended with great distress to this colony. 
I stnt hack the Fiere to Europe, with the hope that she would arrive there in time 

for you to rtplace, in the. following year, all those effccu of whicb we tieR drprivcd 

by the loss of that vessel. 

., You, ill 3 vrry P'!rticular manner, instructed me by your letter of the 14th April.; 

'744. noi lO Cf)mmlt any act of hostility against the English in rodi., in the hope 
that a neutrality would be obterved there. If, bowc:ver, that should not be the cue, 
you authorized me to rail upon them wherever they may be found, u well u to keep 
one or two of your ships from Europe, which might appeat to ~ the belt adapccd 
to such an object. 1 had already done~mylClf dlc honour to COIDDI1UKate 10 )'OIl 

my opinion of this pretended neutrality, that it bad not I6en plIce 1Mlt widriG die 
Ganp; and that the English in Europe. who were J~1W of their I .. 

Company, would not observe a lfeaty ofooatnlity. "beaudi ~ Jaid an appCiII: 
tunil)' 10 viol ... it with advlDl'ge. I '!II IIilI _ ...... 11"." ~ '" 
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the arrival or a IIDlil vessel from Sural, which brought me the iotc:1ligtnce that four 
Britiab .hip' of war had sailed for India. I did not doubt hut we should fet! the 

01 consequences of sucb an event, and felt, more than ever, the necessity of pos
aeaaing that squadron with which I leCt France. If I had been permitted to rClain 
it, 1 should have gained aU those advantages over the English, which they have 

obtained over us. 
"As I foresaw the neceuity of arming, I hastened the construuion of the ship 

called tbe lnlulaire, and made every p!)&sible preparation in the harbour, to rc:ccivc 
,he .hips that might arrive. The first that appeared was the Bourbon. which we 

thought SllO un\c;ad, .nd to ann as a lhip of war; though her captain gave u. 

lOme trouble on the occasion, of which you have been already informed by the 
leuers tran.milled you by the council, as well as by those Which I had the honour 

to .cldreSi you. \V c U"ansferred 1hc cargo of this ship to we Hewn and &he 

Triton. 
" In the momh of Febmary following, the Channante arrived with dispatches 

from M. Dupleix, by which 1 was informed that he had agreed upon a neulrality 

with Madras. and, as he hoped, with Calcuua and Bombay. \Ve accordingly 

dUcharged this vend also of ill cargo, with which we completed those of the 

Heron and the Triton; but prepared a loading of coffee for ii, in case we should 

receive aD aulbcntic usuraoce that. the DCutralily was conflrmcd between the two 

nationL 

" At the end of March anived the Neptune from Bengal, corumanded by M. de 
la Pone-Barre, who w .. to quit this pon OD &be 6th of April. to rewrn to France; 
wben, on lhe ad of the same month, the Fleury appearedt which had been disp.t.Ched 
ftom MtIbJ, to acquaint me that ODe of tbe Company's ships, ealled the Favori, had 
been taken by two English men of war in the road of Acbem. The Council of 

.CMtdicbtrry, a' the ND1C time, preucd me to afford them all poSlible wistance I 

.. requet&eCl abo, that I would POl ,UftCr lOy India ahips to quit the illanda with--

..... fint D)OQleDl when I had • daermined object before me. AI we 

.;~~~~iD~t~l*~§~~E~.W~h~icb~' ~_ing to your orden, would jUllilY GIl ~ the N .......... embarked her cargo on board ,he 
the .om of April, .... by which I bad ,he bonour 

Wc'flOCCC'kd iO complete. willa 

Hb 
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all poaib\e activity, the armament mlhe following vessels: the N'/Jluftt. the BDII,.6tm, 
the lRmlaire, the ReRommie, and the Eli~Qbttb. a amall vessel from Sural, which 

appeared to be an excellent sailer. and was retained on that aCCOIlDl, as she might 
prove very useful on the 100k-oUI service. I sh,1I not Ifouble ),011 with a descrip
lion of all the various expedients which we were compelled to employ. in order to 

arm those' veuds, at a moment when the loss of the St. Germ had lefl us. In • great 
measure, without resource; and an epidemical disorder had deprived us of almo6l 
every workman or artisan in our dock_yard. Nevcrlhelcsa, 1 exened all my dili_ 

gence and activity in some degree 10 supply ,lleSe wants: and our armammt " .. u 

considerably advanced when the Favourite arrived ; and by your lener, dated the 

ud September, which I received tiy that vcs5el, I gained no other intelligence, 
than th·at you propos~ to answer my advices by the ships which you intended to 

send out, with no more than the usual preparalions. I undentoo~that you 
bad pe:rmiued M. Dup1eii to expedite Lhe homeward bound ship' fio icherry 
and Bengal in the same manner . 

.. It appeared therefore to me, that the Company had an enti~nce on a 
neutrality, between the two belligerent powers, in India; and I found myself in 
a perplexing slate of incertitude: but no sooner was I informed that the EnglUh 

had declared open war in India, Ihan r determined to stOp all the ships belonging 

to the: Company, in order to reinfo~cc their respective equipmenu, and 10 convoy, 

with my squadr01l, the merchantmen bound to Pondicherry. It Wat now the month 
of June, and we were ready to set sail; but as your Ilhips did not arrive from 

France, and the crews of the squadron were consuming the provisions of the i~land, 

J ordered the whole of them, except the Bourbon and the Elizabeth, 10 depan for 
MadOigascar, and wait my arrival there. The month of July was now htgun I and 
a'the 5eason was acruncing, and no ,hips from France had yet appeared, I relt the 
absolute neces~ity o~ proceeding to the Indies: I accordingly fixed my depanure 
ror the HI of August; when, on the ~8th of July, me Expedition frigate arriyed, 
by which J received adyices from the Comptroller.eCllCl1I1 of Marine, who 10_ 

DOunted 10 me the five 'Vessels lhat you had. dispatched, which be ordered me to 

fit out as armed ships, and 10 add them 10 my aquadron. He _ iabmecl me. 
that the object of this armamem Wat to carry an hotil1red tboM .. ad maIO • 

piatT" to Pondieherry; and. ha'Ving executed lhat Im'ice. " IhDoJ' the eMy Ira 
thOlC leU which were diaincdy .pcc:iJicd. The Milliner, out ID ordcrc' 
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(rom the King, which enjoined aU the captains ilnd officers of rOUT ships to submit 
themselves to my command. 

~ 00 ~king a view of tbe existing circumstances, I delermined that the squadron 

ahould sail about Ihe end of October, which would be a proper time to visit the 

coaati» Malabar; where, as we should not be expected, we might make some 
prizes: but as the monsoon would not allow of our passing to I ndia by way of 

Madagascar. 1 dISpatched the Elizabeth, to order the ships stationed there to return 

to Ihis island, and then to continue iu course to Mahe to remit your pacqueu, 
from whence she was to return hither. On the arrival of the v~sels from Mada_ 
gascar, I immediately furnished them with what they wanted, and sent them 10 

Bourbon to take in provisions, with orden to remain there till the 10th of October; 

they were then to proceed 10 Achem; and if I did not join Ih~m there by the 10th, 

of January, they were to continue their course to Pondicheny by the road of 
Madras, in the hope that a part of tbe English squadron was gone to convoy the 

Engli lih China ships 10 Europe, when they would not encounter a superior force: 

and, in order that they might recei\'e an accounl of Ihe state of a8"airs in India, 1 

dispatched the Expedition frigate to Mahe, to oblain it there, and proceed to 

Achcm, and if no French ship was at the latter place, to continue its course 10. 

Pondichcrry. 

t( These dispositions being made, on the 7th of October the Neptune arrived 

from loma, laIkn with Moka colf~. and came 10 .seek the protection of our porf, 

AI the whole English squadron, reinforced by the F avor;, which had bem taken, 

'Wa. cruising from St.' David's to P0!ldicherry. As I had every reason to suppose 

that this squadron was infinitely superior 10 the force ' which I had been able to 

collect, I gave orders to the vends which I sent to Bourbon, to remain there till 

DeWI arrived from Europe. The extraordinary delay of the squadron from France,. 

made. me apprehend that it had me' with lOme accident; and I perceived, witb 

extreme regret. that the provisioru destined for ou~ voyage to Jndia. were CO~ 

aumiDs, ia • IWe of inaction; besides, if we did not receive some l;J~iatance. every 

Ope of our WP' would man be disabled &om setting a sail: I lhcreforc assembled 

Ibf Council 10 contider our lituation i wben it wu resolved 10' send I vt'sscl to 

, .. ,..,..", to fetcb ~viaiOD&, cordage. tar, ' eke:. aDd to di.patch · the Fu"Oouritt Ii" 10 r~ CO ~ ~u of &he diarcuinl QrcllmaaDCel io which we wcro 
)ImlI..od,. 
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"As the month of December is the critical situation for ships at the I.le of 
Bourbon, I sCnt out orders fo r those which were stationed there, to return hither; 

and they accordingly arrived at the cnd of that momh, with a stock ofprov l. ions that 

would not last beyond the laner pan of March: nor could we indulge any sa'nguine 

hope3 of procuring a further supply ; for we had no great dependance on tbe St. 

l)ierre, ..... hich we had sent to Madagascar for that purpose, and was not yet returned. 

Besides, we had no article but powder, with which we could traffic wilb the inha_ 

bilanll of that island; and the dry seuon in OUf own, had occasioned a considerable 

diminution in our corn harvest. In shorl, our utmost efforts did not promise the 

necessary subsistence for our people beyond the month of March. Such was our 

melancholy situation, when Ine firsl ship of the squadron from France appeared on 

the 28th of January; and, on the 1St of Ft.>\)ruary, the whole of them arrived we 
a t anchor in this harbour. .. 

.. The first thing which natunlly recurred to my reflection on occuion, was 
the use I sbould make of thti force, confonnably to the season 

the orden which I had received. I had twO courses to pur e, that of quilting the 

isles on the ut of March, nnd proceeding to India, so that I might reach Ceylon 

at the end of April or the brginning of May, where I might meet tbe English mer_ 

cham ships from Surat; though it appeared to mc to be impossible to unload and 

arm this squadron, as it required for this voyage, in the space of a month. Besides, 

1 was fearful of remaining at sea for three momhs, with ships and crews who were 

just arrived from a voyage of nine months and upwards. The other course was, to 
pan to India b)' the north of Madagascar, whicb i& onc half shorter, with Ihe advamage 

of taking in live stock, &c. and the monsoon changes in March. All these reason, 

determined me 10 pursue the lIecond; and 1 perceived it to be indispensable, the' 

moment J l'cOL"Cled On the small quantity of provisions which was brought by theollC 

velsels from Europe, al1d which they were obliged to share with those they found 

here. In thi. distrcssed ~jtualiOIl I issued orden, that the ships" companies should 
nOI 100ch tbe 5lOCk of their respective "essels ; and 1 undenook, in $Orne way or 

other, to aub!iit them from the island. But it wu not the cnemies of my country 

that I feared; nOr the obstacle. wbich were thrcaLened by a acartily of provisioos. 

thal alarmed me. I trusted thal we might be able to conLend with the ODC, and 
remedy the other: bllt I did nOT perct:ive a zeal for the .e.rvice so preTaienl u J 
could wish, and had a "ght to expect, from men, who wefe bound by every tic of 

• 
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honouf, gratitude, and duty, to the Company. At length. J thought it neces.'ury to 

explain the powcn widl which I was invested ; and after ha\-ing employed all me 
means of mild, but urgent persuasions, I found myself obliged to threaten the em_ 
ployment of force, to such as still conti nued 10 thwart the plans which had been 

fonned for the protecti on amI defence of your commerce in India. 

II Such is my situation, whi ch will prevent me from undenaking any cruizc:.; as 

the utmost I can perform, will be to go directly for Pondichcrry. Nor can I be 

insensible to the expectations which will be formed from my apparent force. and the 

impossibility, rrom its real stalC, of being able to gratify them. Besides, the anxiety 

I have suffered, the labour I have undergone, and the privations 1 have sustained, 

have greatly injured my health, and I have been a victim to the scurvy. But 

neither the ill state of my health, nor the discouragements which have $0 long vexed 

and still continue to harass me, shall cause my zeal to slack.en ill the service of the 

C ompany, or lessen my sense of the honour which has been conferred upon me, 
by the appoi ntment of the King, to command the naval service: in the I ndian sea,. 
I well know the enemies which th is confidence has procured me, and am aware: of 

the animosity which will be exercised against me. I am not ignorant that my ad. 

ministration in the islands has been the subject of ~vere animadversion: but that 

intelligence does not diSt urb my tranquillity. I am ready to meet my foes, and 

.hall present myself to their accusations ..... ithout feCl r : and with respt":ct to the fonune 

I possess, I have no cause to blush at the means I employed 10 attain it. I am ready 

to deliver up my books, exami ned as they have been by the Council, year after 

year, into the hands of my enemies, and subj ect them to their malicious scrutiny. 
Thcy will find in thcm an honest detail of my commercial concerns, and the origin 

of my fortune; but they will never be able to discover that the intereus of the 
Company have been I3criflccd to my own. I depart, ther~fore, under all the disad_ 

vantages which surround me, with the ardent hope, that I shall revenge my.$df of my 
enemies by some signal service to my country, which will impose .ilence on melD; • 

• nd it will not be: my fault if that hope is not gratified. 

" ]n trUlh, the crew. which you have sent me, arc very unfit for the rcqui$ite 

ICrvice. and it i. dire nttellity alone that compels me to employ them. An the 
vends which J command here, exc.ept the Achilles, arc incapable of carrying a 
lower tier of guns; and 1 mUll content myself wiLh placiog twelve pounders oa 
\heir deck .. 
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II The strength of the enemy, not including a ship of s~vcnty gun., which it now 
on its way to join them, is as follows: I 

Two ships of sixty guns. 

Ont: ditto of fifty. 
One ditto of twenty_fouT. 
One dillo of thiny_six. 

Two privateers of 6fty guns, which took the St. Benoit. 

\ 

Two druo. which ha\'c cenainly been dispatched from England to 

carry supplies ofprov,isions and seamcn.-In a n vessels. 
U These, according to every appearance, will prove much stronger than us; but 

what does that signify? hunger will compel us to fight them with eight such ships. 

and so indifferently equipped, as ours. It is not arms or powder that we want, but 

men. I have therefore been obliged 10 augment the ships' crews with blacks, half 

of which he.long to the Company, and the other I have be(:n compelled 10 hire. r 
have aho distributed the e:ptoymenu necessary for the good order, discipline, and 
accomodatioll of the squadron) to those whom 1 believe to be the most capable o f 

executing them with honour to themselvC1S, and advantage to tbe service. 

... I have made my arrangements to set sait about (he Old ,of March. After a 
short Slay at Bourbon. 1 shall join the greater part 'Of my squadron at the 

island of St. Mary, where J have sent them. in order to get fresh meat, as well 

as to relieve tbe cOlony, which is in a very deplorable state. H J had not received 

authentic information of the force of the enemy, and oonscquendy felt the necessity 

of making every possible exertion to augment our own, I , hould not have stripped 

it as 1 have done. I may surely deserve credit in this assertion, since I abandon 

my wife and my children: but there is no alternative. I have indeed every reason 

to believe thal ship. will soon arrive from Europe, and I have left orders 10 detain 

them for the saJet.y and 5\1Pply of the island. 

" My plan OP leaving the Isle of France, is as foUows: 
« I sball use every effort to arrive off the coast of Malabar toward. the lenth 

of May, in order to intercept the English veSICII coming from Sural; which is the 

only ,ucee".1 have any reason to expect during the coune of me pretenl campaign • • 
I propose to touch at Move, in order to obuin intenigenee or the enemy, who, 
a s there was no French ~hip ill India. in- the course of laIf. year, will naturally 

£onjecturC that some will be sent out from France, for lhc lCn'icc of cbe pratnt 
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season, and we shall certainly mcC!:t them between Karical and Fort St. David. 

We shall then Ice who will remain masters of the coast. As I am in hope that 

I shan beat them, I .hallthen distribute our ships on various cruising services off 

1?D,t 8t. David, 1I{arir«t. and the Point des Palmiers, to the entrance of lhe 

Gallges; and on the presumption that we shall prove victorious, I have left orders 

here to dispatch, in July, all the ships which shall have arrived [rom Europe, to 

cniise off' Bombay: we shan thus embrace lhe whole coast, make an advan. 

tagc:ous voyage, and, at the same lime, be furnished with plenty of provisions from 

Pondi.cberry. If fortune favours us, 1 shall retun;t with all speed to th Isle aJ 
Fro'lct, with what I rna)' have taken in the Indies, and, having loaded our ships 

with coffee. return (0 give an account of my conduct; which, whatever may be the 

event of it, will nOl, I am confidem, produce either shame or di.honour 10 me. 

" 1 should rejoice at the arrival of the China ship. before my departure for Inelia. 

If I had a sufficient siock of provisiom, I would fit out the Due rl'Ofl~a1/$ to go 

with them, but I shaU now take her with me, in o rder to send her back as soon ti 

poS$ible, laden with suppli" for the islands. 

Signed, .. MAilE' Dr. LA Bi:na.DONHAtS." 

hkof France,:d M~rch, 1746. 

'" P. S. An express vessel from Bengal has just arrived in this port, by which I 
am informed, that Ihe ship Charles. belonging to my brother. the D"pleir, and the 
.f[.ufeuz, have betn taken by the English squadron, which is very ill manned> 

and that nOlwithstanding its situation, the English have sent IwelllY merchammen 

from Bengal. This imelligcncc has quickened my operations, and I pr~se 10 set 

&ail I~ 2Sd of Ihis momh. As 1 bave not time to complete all my pispatches, I 
shall transmit to Ibe Comptroller-general, a copy of my instructions to M. de &. 
Marlin, and request him to communicate them to you. With the blessing of God, 

I Utall soon n~pair the losses which we have lU5tained. I 

Signed, 0< D£ LA BOUI.DONNAU." 

M. de la Bourdonnail set sail from the Isle of "Franee on the i4th of March. 
1746, bis squadron being victualled only for sixty_five days. 

On his amval at Madagascar, he wrote to M. de St. Martin, Deputy GO\'emar 

or the hie or France, Lbo foUowing Icttcf'. 
I . 
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• , Sir, hie MllI'Otk, on the C-.t of M.pear, lth May. 11+6. 
" On my departure from the l si' rf Fr(UfCt. I proceeded to ~N •• which I 

left on the tgth of March. On the 4th of April I armed at FduU.f!Ou,I4, in 
Matlag'Jlcar, where the Patfaite waited for me. 1 was immediately informed that 
she had purchued about eighty milliers of rice, but no bullockt. M. Bnme came 

on board 10 acquaint me that the St. Purr, was lost on the: coast, with five hun. 

dred milliers of rice, and eighty Negroes; and that the captain and a very few of the 
&hips' company were the: only penon. who were savtd. A. the wbole crew of the 
Patfllitc were either sick or dead, lacnt some people on board her to bring her 

up to U'; and at the same time I ordered tbe Situr /, Ric~ to pass to AfaRivoui, 
to (ell the R,nomml" who was engaged in traffic mere. to join us. As I had come 

to an anchor in a very critical moment, I ordered all the ships of the squadron to 

get under way at two o'clock, and to sc:t every sail. The wind now increased, and 

the .sea had a most terrible appearance, so that at eight o'clock we were urkler our 

courses, and doubtfu' whether we should be able 10 weather the Isle of Saillt 
1.1ary. At ten o'clock, the LYI made a signal of distrcSl: it. fore man wa •• plit 
as ",'ell aJ its bowsprit. I n half an hour afterwards, our ship pitched in such a 

manner, that our fore man broke off about twenty fttt above the. deck: soon 

after the main-top-mast fell; in a mort time after,our mizen mast shared the same 

fate; and the bowaprit wa, broken: in short. the ship rolled 10 violently, and 

there was so much water in the hokl, that towards eleven o'clock I gave up every 

thing for lost. However, by throwing over whatever could be moved, the velSel 

was consequently lightened, and towards the morning the water appeared to dimi. 

nish in the hold i the storm also began to subside, and in a few houn we were out 

of dlnger. The only ship that remained in company with us WiU the L,s; but we 

saw the NtpJu", to leeward, with only twO mast&. 

" In ,hi. deplorable state, we .ometime. put to windward to endeavour to reach , 
land, which was the lsland of St. Mary. but we were at a grca' diacance: and on 

the: following day we found. ourselve. fortunately a' the entrance of lhe: Bay of 

Antongil, from whence 1 dispatched a pirogue. which 1 had laken u Bourbo", IO go 
10 St. Mary", to ttll the vessels wbich were there 10 join me at the Ish MarDI". 
where: I anchored at ten at night, with the Lys. The Dllc d'Orl,o_l. whicb bad not 

anchored at Foule.pointe. no more than the lhip N"tMIU from France. aRived 

OD"the l' th, with iu bowsprit broken,. ~ the Olher thips in 'lK' aaic:& 
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It I must now reven. to the 9th of April. the day Wb01 I landed on the late 
Maroue, to give you a brief detail of the circumstance. connected willi iL 

.. My nr'5t care was to prepare a place to receive the troops, a woruhop of • 
sufficient size for fihaping masts, and a rope yard. I therefore dispatched M. de 

Rosuing, wi th M. M. 50r04Y, Cere, and la Baume, to the main idand, in search 

of wood fit for masls and yards. Their report lIfas, that they had not been able to 

discover any pieces of wood Crom more than forty-five to fifty feet in length, but 
t1mt the: natives had assun::d them, that in advancing fUMer up the counay. lhey 
would find them from eighty to ninety feet, and upwards. With this expectation 

they returned up the river on the 12th, with a body of carpenters and Negroes, in 

«arch of these trees, which they at length found and felled. J depaned on the J 9th 
wilh five hundred mcn to j oin the party, and to see myself the pieces which could 

be obtained. In effect, they appeared to be very fine trees; but I observed at the 

sam<: time, with gn:at concern, the almost insuperable difficulty of making roads in 
such deep marshes. It was howe~r ab.talutely necessary to make the trial; and 

with wood and reeds Ihis extraordinary labour was so far accomplished, that, on the 

24 th, we drew along the fint piece offifty feeL 'When this experiment had bttn made, 
[ left a sufficient number of workmen with M. de ROIlaing. to cut wood necessary 

for yards, with one large: piece 10 mcnd the bowsprit, and returned on board . 

.. On my arrival I assembled iii council, and after having ~ceived the opinion of 

t!Yery member of it in wriling, I determined to take the l'rineipal masts, &c. of the 

Bourbon, with one of tbe LYI, which I should leave here to be te-niil.-"ed, with such 
pieces as we could procure from the country ; or, afttt all, with the mast~ or lhe 

Neplune from India, if she were brought blCk, and immediately return to the Isle of 

Fnnce. 
" When [ had determined on this measure, I gave orders to all the vessels to 

advance •• much as possible the changes that were to take place in the masts. I 

puabed forward this work with such vigour, mat, in spite of all the obtt.des I had 
to encounlCt. in the discontent of some, and the indiffermcc. of others, I at length 

auained my object. Hcre, a. in the Isle of Francc, I had, at each moment, new 
dilicuhies, and wu obliged to aucnd nig" and day to ,he different workmen and 

artiuru employed in the various operations; but beaven afforded me Ilrcngth to 

bear it all; and amid. lbc Catigue. I uodcrwent, both in body and mind, I was so 

fortunate as to prelCfYC my health 'Without iA&erruption. 

Ii. 
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" The Insulaire arrived from the Point de Lare on the 28th, with no more 

than fourscore bullocks; but as this provision was not by any means suf5c~nt. I 

orderro her instantly to return and renew hc r traffic. On the 2d of May she set 

sail, when the Parfaite returned with all the: masts, rigging, and furnit ure of the 

Neptlwe. as well as the crew and passengers. I was also informed by M. Desjardins. 

thaI Betandrc· had offered to provide us, al Manahar, wilh any quallt\lyof 

bullock' and rice we might require. I made a signal the refort: 10 the ]'Isulaire to 

come 10 an anchor, and then ordered her 10 change her course for Manahar. 

" II is a frequent and very just observation, that misfortune is sometimes a bless
ing in disguise; for it is certain, if the Neptulle had nOI been lost, we should have 

betn dctai,~ed here for a long time, not .... 'jui'slanding al1 my exenions. I 5hould have 

been compelled 10 leave the Lys here, and to abandon the only ship w~ich had 

remained with U5 in our distress; bUI the wreck of the N eptulle hu furnished U5 

with the means of refitling Iqwilh ma,\l$ and riGGlllg, and putling her in a condition 

to follow the squadron. The surplus of cordage was serviceable to the A cbilles, as 

well as that which was made here by our ropemakers. At length I succeeded, by 

"ario\l~ means., and unretniu ing efforts, in putting the ships in as good condition 
as they were before the storm. and I hope in a few days to weigh anchor and pro

ceed to the Indies. I propose to ~ail from hence on the 20th, without fail. 

ff I dispatch the POifa'ile to inform you of allthes/::: circumstances, and to acquaint 

you at the same time with the loss of two ships from India, the 81. Purre and the 
NtPlutlt, in order that you may make such arrangements as you may judge nect5-

"'ry 10 remedy that misfortune. 

'. That which 1 have sustained, has made me lose the adY~nlage which 1 should 
Othe rwise have had over Ihe English sl1ips. on their return fror,n Surat to Europe, 

if 1 had arrived in India a,t lhe lime 1 proposed; but 1 trust that J shall yet be in 

time to meet the ships of war of that nalion . 

.. It is necessary also 10 inform you, that I was , 'cry much alarmed lest 'our 
black. should desC'rt during our Slay at Madagascar. Tl1e manner or treating them 

on board the 8quadron is by no means hanh, $0 that we have lost but thirty by 
destrdon; and by a bribe of gunpoWder 10 the chief of Mananar, several of them 
have been restored to UI. 

10 I mOil beg of you not tu make ;my change' in the arrangemcnu llCuled 'With 

• Olle of the petty scm'reigns of the country. 




