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ship Ailed along it one whole day, and remarked tha~t extended twenty_six leagues 
from east to west, and fou rteen leagues from nonh to south. Although there 

has been no subsequent confi rmation of the existence of this bank, it may, at all 

erenl&, be prudent to entertain some apprehensions of it. 1 have pa lScd to the north 
and to the south of it. but at such a dilOtancc, that I could not observe it. I re_ 

marked, however, as many other navigators have done, that in this part of our 

course the sea was agitated, and the waves very short . 
.. 'Vilen you have got to 200 of latitude, as has already been observed, you muSl 

make good your course to the west, till you arc in sight of the Isle of France. 

to The varialionof the compass will determine, in a greal measure, if you are to the 
cast or the wCSt of tile Island of Rodriguez. In the first ease, you will find it from 
90 to J Oo, according to the distance; but if you observe it from 12

0 to 13C, you 
will lOCn be between the IWO islands. In short, if tbe difference in the reckoning: 
of the longitude should ~ on the east, and Rodriguez. should be in sight, you must 

bearjway to the southward of it • 
•• This island i. simated in 19° 40' of sOUlh latitude, and in 600 512/ of ea. lon_ 

gitude, - according LO the obscrvalionsof M . Pingre, in 1761. liS length is about 
6ix leagues from east to west, and its greatest breadth about two league and an 
half from north to sou lh. It is vel)' visible at sea, at the distance of from ten to 
twelve leagues; and appears from the offing, with the exception of some small ele_ 
valions, to possess a le\'e l surface. This island is bounded to the nonh, the south, 
and the west, with chains of rocks nearly even with the water's edge, on which 
there are scattered several rocky i51el.8. This bank eXlends a league and an halffrom 
theCOOIl; and the nonh-cast side is the leaSt dangerous, as the recfrecede. suffi,,:ienlly 
from the bank 10 admit of ranging along the isle on that side. The most commo
dious part of it. coast for landing, is to the north, opposite the settlement. T here 
is also a ehannel between the reef's on the soulh side, but it is .so winding, that it re~ 
quire. considerable practice to navigate it with safety. 

" A guard house, with a few blacks, is maintained here 10 collect tunIc, which are 
daily obiCrved to diminish ; indeed it is to be apprehended, that the rals and wild 
cats, who muhiply considerably there, will soon destroy the specie. of this whGlc .. 
acme and nutritious animal. 

" The vends whidl wish to louch there, whether to oblain a provision oftunle .. 

• froID Pan.. 
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or to carry intelligence. will approach the island on the north-e:ut side, at the distance 
of half a league; then ranging along lhe rttf', till the northern point of the isle 

appears to the south~west . you may either lay to, or make short boards, to wait 

for the chaloupe, which must be: sCnt off in time, that it may not be exposed to fall 
to the leeward of the seulement. 

" Those who would wish to anchor in the cove which is formed by the reefs, will 

range along lhc northern point, at the distance of a musket shot; and when the flag 

belonging to the seulement shall appear in a direct line with the :lOuth_west point of 

the compass, you must haul on the larboard tack, sleering to south-west a quarter 

soulh, in order to pass to the leeward of several rocks which line the: reef, and 
where there is anchorage in nine fathom, with a sandy bottom, at a pistol shot from 

it. From this position, the point of the reef which forms the cove on the eastern 

side, will be about Ihe third of a league to the north-east: the flagstaff oftheseule

mel'll. half a league south-west and by south; and the Isle of Diamonds, which is. 
the qearesl to the principal island. it league west by soutb, 5° south: the Islet aU: 
Foux, which is the most distant. is west by norlh, SO north; and the point of the 

breakers on the starboard. is north-west by west, five quarters of a Icague • 

• , To the north, 5° wesl of this place, at the distance of half it league, there are 

three or four small ledges of rocks, whose extent is about a quarter of a league from 

cast to west, and the eigbth part of a league from north to !IOuth. There is about 

eight or ten feet water in the shallowest pans. 

" In sctting sail from this anchorage, provided the vessel has not driven much in 

gcuing under way, it will be sufficient to Stand on your course to the north, in 

order to pass Ihe eastern extremity of these ledge!, in ten or twelve fathom water, 

where tht: bottom may be clearly distingui shed; but if you steer to the north-north

east, or north by north-e.ast, you must hold the middle of the channel, between the 
rocks and the reefs • 

.. You may also pass it to the leeward; that is, between the rocks and the western 

reef. by sleerin;; immediately north_west by nonh, aO west, and then to the lIorth; 

and when you are between them, YOll will pass about half a league over a bottom 

of rocks. which arc very distinctly seen beneath at least eight fathoms water. 

it It is reckoned that the Isle of Rodriguez is one hundred leaguc! from the Islc 

of France : when you have not seen the former, and the distance from the other is un

certain. you IUust attend lOyourcourse towards the lauer, with continual precaution, 
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Jest you should come upon it suddenly during :he nighl. The reef, which su r_ 

round the cast parI of it. and advance almaSl inl~ the offing, would render an 

unexpected arrival ofl'it \'cry dangerous. 

" This isla nd is seen at sea at the distance of fifteen or sixteen leagues, in fine 

weather; though the clouds and fogs will sometimes prC\TCot its being discovered at 

this distance. 1u surface has a vcry irregular appearance, from the mountain~ of 

difH=rent hcigths and COrolS, ",·hich risc from il. When you make the island in 

20" of latitude, on the southern part of it is seen a groupe of mountains .. \~hich 

afC called the mountains of Bamboo, rising above the sou th-east port; and on 

the northern side four islets arc disco\'crcd, which arc to (he Jlonh_cast of the 

nonhern point of the Isle of France. It is between these islands, that the common 

passage is made to the north_west pan, which .. is Ihe pri~~~ place in the hie 

of France, * " 
"The IsI, R onde, \\!hidl is the most ad\'an~ in the sea, is also the most I'emark_ 

~ble on arriving from the cast. It is "isible at the distance or ten or twelve leagues. 

Thi s islet, which does lIot exceed the third of a league in length, is in the shape of 

an hay-cock. On approaching it., another, but mueh smaller islet or barren rock 

appears, which is called thc I sle all &rpent, which is to the noM·nonh_east SO east 

of the Isk /lande, and is not more than a qualler of a league distant from it. 

" The Isle R onde is situated in J 9° Sd latitude; and when the Isle of France is 

made by this height, that island is more perceivable than the great isle, panicularly· 

when the Eky is somewhat cloudy, and there is a misty horizon. On arriving from 

lhe south, the I sle Ronde appears less, though its whole extent is discovercd. But 

""nether you arrive from this side, or from that of tbe cast, it is necessary to steer, 

... 1n theycat' '15 1, I determined. by several differtnt observations, Ihe latitude and longitude of 
Lht 1l0nh·we~1 pon, or Port Louis in the ble of France, and the ftlult was, that J found III shua. 

tion (0 be in zoO rj "3~ of south latitude. and of 3b 40' 30" more eastward than the RoyalObser. 

vatory of Paris, which answen to 5So 7' 3Q" wen longitude. Auother person (l'Abbe de 1a Clme) 
hIVing oc;:-asi.on to make Ihe same obvcrvations in 11>3, with Ilrger imnumentilhalllhose wiln 

which J 1';111i provided. has formed the same calcul~rioll within two seconds, tbQt is, zoo 9' H· 
so!lth lalitude; and 3b ¢ p" meridional difference • 

.. r hid also determined in '140, and veri6ed in 17 S I, the lilullion of the hie of Bourbon, Ind 1 
found the latitude of the tOWI! of 51. Denis, to be 10° S I' 4+", and it. longitlldt u· ,t:!. J aho 

found the ];lIimde of the 101\'11 of St. Paul, in the ume isle. to b~ 20· ,9 +4~' The detail of these 

"IncrYation' wi!! be found in .the rcemojn presented to the AClI.dem),. Vol. IV." 
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10' as to pass !O the soulh or" it, ~t half, or three: quarters of a league distance; from 
thence you must direct your course to another islet, called the Coin de Mire, which 

is distallt from it three leagues and twO thirds south-west by west, aoo 30' wCst. As 

this islet is in the form of a wedge, itderived its name from ,uch an appearance. 

" AboUl a Ij!ague to the north..cast of the Coit, de Mire, and two leagues and an 

half to the S01 1\h-weJt ofthc Isle R onde, is the I sle Longue, or Plale,so called because 

the greater part of it is low ground. It is divided into tWO pans by a small ann of 

the $Ca, which affords a passage to the canoes. To the nonh is secn a large rock, 

which in ils form resembles a tower: it appears to Lc separated from the lsle L,mgue. 
though it is in fact joined (0 it by achain of rocks that just appear above the water. 

The north~west end of the Isle Longue is high and .ltcep towards the sea. The 

common passage for ships is bet,een this islet and the Coin de ft.jire. Thus having 

doubled the I sle Ro"de on the south side, you must steer towards the COin de 

Mire, leaving it nevertheless a liule to the larboard, in order to escape the rOl';ks 

which are both above and below the water, and line its north side i the mOSt ad.~ 

vancc:d of which are not more than a mu sket shot from the more. 

I! As soon as you have doubled the westernmost rock, you will approach the Coin 

de Mire, whose westenl part is the most elevated, and very perpendicular towards 

the sea. From this place you must direct your course so as to range along the 

Pointe des Cano"niers, which is directly to the south·west, '1.
0 west of the most ele. 

vated pan of the Coin de Mire, and giving at the same lime a poiOl to the breaken. 

which advance half a cannon shot into tbe sea . 
.. The currents or tides, whose high water is one hour, is generally very vi"lent 

~wecn these i5lands; and it has been observed that they run about a league an 

hour. The "oed tide runs to the nonh~a$t., and sometimes to the east, and the 

ebb tide takes the contrary direction: it is necessary, therefore, to pay particular 

attention to lhese circumstances, and to take a little more of one side or !he Olher. 

according as the particular situation of lhe ship may require • 
.. The /ll. LoRgue forms a sandy cove opposite the Coin de Mire. At its south. 

east point there i. a cbain of rocks, which advance about a cannon shot into the 

sea. As this reef is dangerous, it is necessary to range nearer the Coil' d, Afire, 

or about mid.channel. 

'I Tbe interval between the Coi,. d. Mire, and the nOM part of the ble of 

S. 
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France., is full of shoal waters; it would therefore be vcry dan~rerous to attempt 

the passage, without being well acquainted with every circumstancetof it. 
" If a calm should come on ""hen YOli are between lhe!e islands, the best mode 

of proceeding would be to moor with the ebb anchor, in fifteen or twenty fathom, 

tbe ~ommon bottom being gravel or coral; by .. • .. hieh precaution ¥~u will avoid 

being thrown by the current on lhe reef which is joined to the I !le LOllgue, or 

carried away between it and the I sle R onde, where there is a great deal of shoal 

waler, as well as a chain of rocks, extending from the I sle Ronde ncar a league 

to the west-north.west. It never breaks, however, but when the sea is agitated; so 

that this channel is hOlh nafrow and dangerous. I have pasr.cd ii, and could plainly 

distinguish the bollom at the point of the reef: but thou&h I met wilh no accident, 

it appears to me to be a preferable course, when one is to the leeward 01' the Isle 

R Ol/de,lO pass on the outside of the JsJe L onglle,lo range along.it at the distance 

of half a league, and'io steer to\\,'ards the P () in te des Can()tlniers . 
• or Having doubled tbe latter, )'ou will continue your course in making free WiID 

the land, so as to range as ncar as possible to the point of the arm of the sea, 

which il about a league from it: you must then stretch out to the distance of a 

quarter of a league from the reefs which line the shore, taking care of those at we 
Clllrance of the Bay det TortulS , and before that of Tvmbeall, which advance the 

fUflhesl into the sea . To avoid them, you mu st manCf:uvre so as to keep yourself 

in from thirlet:n to fourteen fathom waler during the day, and in twellly fathom 

during the night. 

<C From the red dlJ Tombtau, the course must be taken a lillIe more to the south; 

and YOll must keep on to the south-wulh." .. est, till you have gOt in the same line 

with thc starboard point of the Great River, the mountain of the Guard_house, and a 

:small hill. From this posi tion. you will proceed to the south~We$l towards two 

buoys wbich art at the entrance of the pan, at the end of the reef of the Isle aur 
Tonn.diers, o n whi ch the.re are two .small flags to se rve as marks. You will can· 

tinue this course till you open the most advanced point of the l tle allx TOIlt/lliers, 

by the small mountain in the bottom of the bay; you will then anchor in fourteen 

or fiflCm fathom, at the distance of a cable's length from the two small nags which 

have been a1rtady mentioned . 

.. ]f the willd~ Mow from the noah or norlb·west, as it sometimes happens, it 
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would be uscle:ss to anchor without, when YOll can cn~r readily into the port. The 

channel is marked out with buoys, which carry also small lIags. You stee: r south. 

cast, "lid south-east by south, towards two points of the mountains, which arc 

called Pie/abol, leaving them a liule to the starboard. .vou will then gCI within 

the first poim of the Isle oj 1'onneliers. 
"When the I sle Ronde begins only to be visible in the evening, and tbe Coin de 

Mire cannot be doubled before night, as it is very dangerous to venture between the 

isles when the surrounding objcclS are but dimly sten, it would be much better 

to make small tacks off the Isle Ronde, but to take care not to gct more than two 

leagues from it, by Mretching tOward8 the Isle of France, on account of the reef, 

that su rround it: because this bt:ing a vel]' low coast, a vessel might fi nd itself on 

the rocks befort: it saw land. It would be very injudicious in tbis sea to heave to, 

or to drive under a main sail, on account of the tides . 

.. After having doubled the I sle R onde, if the Goill de It/ire and tbe Isle L ongue 
are visible, which may happen in a moonlight night and 6ne wt:atht:r. you may COil .... 

linue your course and pass between them. It will be sufficient to attend to the 

chain of rocks off the Isle Longue, as well as that off the Goin de Mire, which 

have been already mentiuned; and when you have passed the last. and shaH have: 

got a league and an half fanht:r to the west, you must steer to the west4!Outh4west 

of the compass, to range along the reef of the Pointe des Gano"njers. A fire is 

generally lighted on this point as soon as any vessels are di$Ctlv~red. When this fire 

is south_east about the distance of a league. you will have doubled the reci'. and 

must continue to stretch along the coast. with the pm:aution of not quilling fiftee-n 

fatbom water. 

" Ne\·erthclcM. as it is difficult to reconnoitre the entrance of the port during the 

night, and as you may be easily deccived by the dilferem 6res on the mountains. it 

would be preferable, after having doubled the Pointe des Gal/olllliers, to ancbor in 

eighteen or twenty fatbom water, and to wait till it is daylight, in order to come to 
moorings before the port . 

• , It would be dangerous, with a feeble wind or in a calm, either by day or night, 

to draw near the Po;,d, des Callonll;erJ, on account of the eddies of the tides, which 
are very rapid there." 

S s. 
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The " ,rj"ds which prevail in tlu Bastlm Seas. 

c: In all the extent of sea between the Cape of Cood Hope and the coast of 
r..,Tew Holland, 10 the south of the parallel of 28° of latitude, the winds arc variable 

throughoullhe year. It is true that the west, north_west, and nonh winds. (requently 
pre..,ail there, and thaI they sometimes pass LO the nonh-east; but be .said, 
in general, that the .... 'i nds arc never consta nt in this pan 

.. From the parallel of 28" latitude, in procet!ding lOwa,r<!'1I!o al the east of 
Madagascar, the winds blow from soUth-easl 10 east throughout the year: they arc 
called gmerol winds, not only because they prevail in the Eastern Ocean, but also 

in all me South Seas; ... :ilh ,his exception, however-,lhat in the lauer, their region 

extends to aboullhe Equinocliallinc; whereas in the Eastern Ocean, it appears 
to be confined to between the parallel of 28°, and that of 8" to 9° in some: places, 
and of 1 t o to 12" in Ot':",; particularly to the 50uth of Java. and other island, 

V> the east . 
. .. This regulation of the winds, though tolerably constant, is nevertheless ~\lbject 
to variations, when the sun is in its 5Oulho-n district; that is, in the months of Octo.

ber, November, December, January, to the 15th of April, when it may be sa id, in 
$Orne degree, to change the "la iC of the atmosphere. The winds then blow from 
the north-wen, and sometimes from the west by south, particularly towards the 
cbange of the moon. * 

.. This disposition of the winds is principally known between the Island of Ma

dagascar, and the Isles of Hom"bon, France, and Rodriguez. It serves for ,,('ucIs 
to go up from one island 10 another, in much less time than in the other months of 
the year. It is ill this !lealOn also that hurricanes <Iud tempesu prevail in the region 
subject to the general wind, . 

.. It is observed, that in the Jndies there are four monsoons or seasons, during 
wllich the winds commonly blow six mOOlhs one way and six the OIher. 

'j The soUlh-west monsoon reigns 10 the north or the Equinoclia11ille:, ..... hile: lhat 
• 

• " Thouah I represem hen, as well u throughout this memoir, the qU.tUff, the full, and 
the Illrin" of tht mOOll , at producil1g tht thallge in tht wind., iI mllU not be inferred from 
thence, that it iii my opinion tb~t Ihey Immediately cepcDd on thne pbuel, udusivdy of CftfY 
other COntllTTtIll cireumstanct. This tl[prrllion is merely employed to c.onform to lh" general 
pm-tic.e of Kamen; being we.ll .WlrC that the Ob5CTYaUolll on thiJ poilu lite neither luliticwlJ 
numeroul or conclush"e 10 dcci<ie the quotion." 
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of the south.east blows on the southe rn side; and when the north_east monsoon 

succeeds that of the south.west, to the north of the line, a monsoon is observed to 

reign in the southern quarter, where the winds blow north-weSt by welt, and in 

some places from south-west. 

" The south_west monsoon l aSI~ from the 15th of April to the: J 5th o f October, 

in all the eXlem of the seas comprehended bet ..... een the coaSU of Africa, Arabia. 

and Japan . 
.. The nOTlh-ea~t monsoon reigns in the same seas from the 15th of O ctober to 

the 15th of April, with the exception of the Red Sea ilnd the Culf of Persia, which 

have thei r own particular winds. 

" The StrailS of Malacca might also be added, whert Ihc ,",'i nds arc almon always 

inconslaOl and variable; and where the monsoons are of shon duration. Neverthe. 

less, while the somh.wesl and north. east winds arc mo~t violent without the Straits:, 

it blows moderately from the same quarter within this of Malaceaj thilt is, from the 

east in December and January, and the west quarttr in June and J uly. ~ 

.. The change of these monsoons is al 'ololays gradual. The variable winds prevOlii 

in the interval between them; but these revolutions are generally followed and 

sometimes preceded by tem~est~ and hurricanes, particularly when tbe north.east 

monsoon succeeds 10 that of the soutb.wcn j that is, in the months of O ctober and 

November: tbose which happen in April are less frequent and impetuous. 

" The 50uth~as t and north.west monsoons, which blow to the south of the Equa. 

lor, are confined to less extensive Iimi tsj since they are not perceived in the South 

Sea but from the l!.qllinoclial line, to the 8th o r 9th degree: of latimde. and the 1 2th 

or 18th degree towards the hies of Sunda, Timor, &c. &c. As to their western and 

eastern tllttits, it is obscn'ed that they do not hlow but from the mericlian, which passes 

nen the north point of Madagascar, to the Molucca Islands . 

.. The winds during these two monsoons have, at the same time, a very different 

dll ectlon frorn those which pre\'ail to the nonh of the Equator; fo r while they come 

on that side from the south-.west, they bl ow on the opposite side from the $Oulh-easl. 

l V'len the monsoon of tbe north-west, which seldom begin~ till Novembe'r on the 

wndl of the line, prevails frolR that part. the north_ean winds blow from the 

nor til side. 

" As to thei r change, it is not accompanied with hurri cane or tempest, as it 

happens wid) tholC that take place on the northern side; and though the weather 
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may be bad, and (he land and sea breezes more or less violent, the wind! are never 

impemous . 
.. Some authors, whose opinions appear to have been adopted without exami _ 

n:llion, coniine the south-eut and nonh_west monsoons to !J
0 of south latitude: 

bUI notwithstanding all the researches which 1 have made on th is subject, ] could 

only discover, between the monsoons to the south and nonh of the line, a few 
nriations, which werc insufficient to determine the limits . 

.. In the space of sea which is situate (0 the south of the Equator, bet ween Lhe 

coast of Africa and the meridian that passes by the north-cast poim of Madagascar, 

the south-south-west winds arc found to blow from April to October; but they 

incline more to the wcst on proceeding to the northward to get to the soulh . west 

monsoons, which blow to thc north of the line. 

" From the months ~ October or November 10 that of April, in the same space, 

the winds blow from nOrlh.north-east to the casl; and ncar the coast they onen 

rome from the east.south.cast 10 the south_cast, to re-establish, probably, the equili

brium of the air rarified on the land by tbe great healS of the season." 

On the Archipelago oJ I sles, alld the Dangers which atltnd the Navigatioll to the 
Norlh alld Kortb-easJ oj Madngascar. 

If Previow to the instructions willch I shall offe r to the navigator, relative to the 
different cou rses he may take to get to the East Indies: whether he goes from the 

Cape of Good Hope, or from the !sles of France and Bourbon, il is necessary to 

inform bim of the isla and dangers which he may encounter, in order that he may 

be enablt'd to avoid them, and arrive in safety at the place of his destination . 

.. The Archil'dago of the north..easl of Madagascar, which contains a great 

number of iiles, b .. nks. and .shoals, has been so imperfectly traced on the old chans, 

Ihal it will be ,ufficient to compare them with that which I have formed, from a 

more recent and correct knowledge, to possess a very different idea of the situations 

and circumnances which have hitherto been so imperfectly described. 

,f 'Vhen we consider the position of the hies of France and Bourbon, the wind. 

which prevail in Ihis pan of the Eastem Sea. 3S far as the Equiooclialline, and the 
different tracks whkh may be: pUniucd to arrive in India. it may be presumed, that 
the knowledge of this Archipelago ,hould be one of the fim objecu to be obIIiDcd 
by the commandi ng officers of the Company in these i,les : but wbClher it wu &om 
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too great a confidence in the authority of the old charts, or a want of preci sion in 

the orders given them. this undc naki ng w .. ~ not commenced till a long time after 

our establishment . M. Mahe de la liou rdonnais, Governor of these ides, was the 

fim projector of it, alld in 114 '2 emplqyed lwosmall vessels in carr),jng: it into exe

cution. The war of 1744 occupied the Governor in a very different manner, and 

his recall to France put an end to the useful expeditions which he meditated. 

"The track which Admiral Boscawen pursued. in 1718, with a flet':t o f twcnty

six ships, on leaving the Isle of France, which he was di~poscd 10 attack, to go to 

the Indies, and where he arrived in a very shon time. by trave rsing this ArchipelagC\ 

plai nly proves that this course is preferable to the common nne, mal makes a north

ern pan of M adagascar. as it shonms the passage upwards of thrcI!' hundr!.!O kdgUCS • 

•• I held, in a great measure, the 5arne course as Admiral Bosca ..... en, in a ship 

called the Momeran, in 17541 without enc:ounteri"g either island or shoal. The 

snow Ru bis, which aho sailed through the Archipelago in 1758, perceived the island 

Agalega, and continued ht..'r passage to Negapatal1l, where she was taken by the · 
English. . 

" Though the succen of this auempt is, in some degrec, a sufficient authority to 

engage navigators to abandon their ancient route, and to adopt one which IS cqually 

safe and much shoner, and panieularly in cm.umsr.ances requiring dispatch, ou r ships 

have not deviated from me track \\'hicb they ha\'C pursued since the year 17 Sl~. It 
may be necessary, therefore, in order to tranquilliz.e the generality of navigators 

Dn tnc dangers which they have supposed in this: passage, to enter into a COMetted 

examination of it. 

" In 176" the Chevalier Crenier was appointed to command a CO~Ue. called 

L'Heure du Berger, in the King's service, destined for tbe hles of France and 

Dourbon. He fonned the project to make such discoveries as would be of Ihe great

est imponance to the navigation of these seas ; and he accordingly associated with 

him me Abbe Rochon, of the Marine Academy, for the astronomical depanment . 

.. The minUter fayoured his views, and, in consequence of his protection, he W3$ 

aui5lcd by the Chevalier Denoc.he:s, Commandam of the hies of France and Bour_ 

bon, and M. Poivre. C ommissary_general, who, to the corvette L'Heure du Berger, 
joined the corvette Le Vent Galant, commanded by M. la Fontaine. His \'opge 

to me Indica, as well I I bia lauro. was accompanied witb many useful di5covt=rks, 

wbida I all rdatr: in W. memoir. \V;th respect to the means whidl he proposed 
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to shom~n ,he passage from the Isles of France and Bourbon to India, they Bfe similar 
to my OWl', and J shall herearter give them a particular consideration . 

.. M. cW Ro~lan. seconded by the Chevalier D' Herd :, cominued the progrcl$ of 

discovery after the Chevalier Crenier, and has fulfilled that object with equal care 

and corn~ctncss. J-lis observations and remarks will be explained hereafter. 1 shall 

therefore pa~s at once to the discoveries successively made in this Archipelago. 

Of The Isle de Sable.~,ituale to the nonh of the Isle of Bourbon, in the lati tude 

of 15° 521, was discovered by the vcssd called the Diana, in 1722. 'ifnc store~ 

ship the Utile was wrecked Lhere the 31St of July, 1761, from having neglected to 

refer to its situation as laid down in my ('han of 1753, and having prefc:rred another 

chart, which places it !!S' more to the sooth. This island IS a fl at bank of sand, 

of about SI!\'en hundred fathom in length, running north.nonh.west and louth'~OUlh. 

cast, and of three hundTed and fifty in breadth, with a ridse of sand stretchi ng six 
hundred fathom to the south.souM_easl. T he crew saved Ihc:mse1vc:s in a kine.! of 
fiat_bottomed boat, madc out of the wreck, and landed at foult Point 0 11 the 27 th 

of Septcmber . 
.. The bank of Corgodos Gara)'os was, in t742, the first object of the researches 

made by the boat named the Charles, and the tartan the Eliz.abeth, dispatched from , 

the Isle of France by order of M. Mahe de la Bourdonnais, at that time Governor 

of it. These two vessels having made it on the 27th of August, anchored the re, and 

traced a plan of it, by which it is represented in the fo rm of an horse-shoe, and of 

six leagues in extent, running nonh_llonh.east and soutb_wesi. T hese twO boau 

not baying bttn on tbe north side, and, consequently, not having perceived the isles 

which by off it, ~s small ext.ent, and the affinity of its latitude amI I~ngitude with 
that of &int Brandol/, on which an English vessel, called the Hawk, (Ie Faucon ) 
was stranded on her relum from Sural to E urope, induced me to conside r it as 
one and the same shoal. 

"It waspcrccivcd in 1682, by the 'hip 1.0 R oyale, in iu passage from Sluat to 
the Isle of Bourbon j and her coune, till ,he came in sight of the hIe of France. 
then called Mauritius, was soutb_west. by south, 4° w~t. 

Of Jo~rom lhe tracks of the I 'WO boats, I was induced to give it 58° 7' of longitude: 

nevenheleas, as the course of M. Ie Chevalier Grenier is more direct, having liken 
a mean proportion between hi. o"",n course. and that of the La R oyale and &be two 
boa~ I bave replaced it in 5t a7', that is 30' more to the welt. 
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" By the plan which the Chevalier Crenier has given of the islets ~xtending to 

the north_nonh.cast, it appears that this shoal is Ccrgadol GorllYos! and not the 
S aint Brandon, where the Hawke ran on shore, and which I have placq.l in 6:i' 10' 

longitude. that is, 9'" ao' west of the meridian of Sural, and in Iff 38', according 

to the: traelt. of the Hawke, as laid down in the charts of the ble of France. to be 

found in the English P ilot. 

Of As to the two bank. of ~tI%aretb, they must be found between the track of 

the pink la D igllt and Corgados Garayos ; as there is no rcaSOn to imagine, from 

lhe tracks of other vessels, that they are more to the west . 

.. The course of tht: boaa the Charles and Eli:r.abeth, from CfJrgllt/ns Gnraycs to 

Madagascar, make h appartnt, that these: two banks do not extend 50 much to the 

south as the old charts represent them. After having Iraver~d the eou,.,e of these 

two vessels, [ made a proportionate correction of their extent towards the sollth. 

" These: boalS. on leaving Madagascar, prtlteeded on the 14th of October to 

make funher discoveries: on the !l7th.,at nine, being in- 10° of latitude. and, accord.. 

ing to estimation, in 50· 3d of longitude, they perceived a small triangular islantt. 

which they supposed to be Agakga, or the Isle Adcrot, and they ranged dose 

along ii, but without landing. This isle is probably that of the Auumption . 

• , On the !lgth, in the morning, they discovered two islands, which were divided 

by a large bay, the opening of which lay east and west: hut these appeared, never ... 

theleu. to be closely joined together by several intervening isleb. 

u According 10 the track of the boats, these two islands, which they supposed to 

be those of jean de Nove, were seventeen leaguCli to the nonh-west of the triangular 

h land which they had perceived on the !l1th. 

U The boau came to an anchor to the north-west of the northernmost island, and 

having sent a pan y to exami ne it, they fo und It very flat and marshy, and covered 

with small trees. They saw there a great number of land tunics, much larger than 

tboac: of Rodriguez., and abundance of game. As the anchorage where they were 

Val nol good, they quitted it on lhe t 5t of November, after baving made a draught 

of the illandl. 11 was in conliCquence of this discovery that J placed lhcm upon my 

chan, as well as the Iiule t riangular isle, under the name of the I sle AJlov •• 
" The two boau cooUnucd their course towards the east and the north east till 

Iht 19th, and being. according to their reckoning, in 600 go' longitudr-, and 5'" • r/ 
latitude, they perceived an i&l.tnd with very high land, which appeared to be SIX 

Tl 
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or seven leagues in length from north to south. Having neared it, thfY anchored 

in a cove on the soulh.JOuth~west side, which they examined; but as the season 

required their return to the Isle of France, mey contented themselycs with this 

imperfect knowledge of iL t 
"l1ley renewed their course .on the ~7th. and sailed along the island on the 

caSl. wben they perceived the isles which are to the north.east, and comented them
sch-es with having seen them. 

" It may be observed, that the two navigators charged with this expedition had not, 
by any means, the knowledge or experience necessary for such an important object; 

and though the difference they observed in the varialion on this island, of 1 to go', and 

that which they found after, ought to have convinced them thallhcre wa5 a consldcrable 
error bcl"ten them to the west, they coullled upon their own reckoning of the lon

gitude, and as it appeared on the chart of Pietergoos. and that of the Depot de la 

Marine (edit. 1 HO), nfa r the place which is distinguished by thrtt small islets, called 
the Trois Freres; they therefore imagined thallhe island which tliey roached, 

as well a5 all those which they had discovered, were these Trois Freres ; and they 

accordingly took their departure, without any change in their opinion. They wcre, 

on their rcturn, more fortunate than wise ; for t raversi ng this Archipelago, thcy 

made, on the 4th of January, lhe island of Madagascar, when, acco rdi ng to their 

reckoning, they ..... ere thirty leagues (0 thc east of thc Isle of Rodriguez.; so that the 

total error of their navigalKln was about three hundred leagues to the west. They 

at length arri ved in the Isle of France, on llle ~8th of J anuary, 1743 . 
.. The rcpon which they made of their d iscovery to M. de 101 Bourdonn"is, de_ 

termined that Governor ( ..... ho judged that the supposed Trois Frtr~s wcre father 

.ome island. in the vicinity or the A mirantes, lhan lbo£e three islets), to send OUt , 
again in the courr- a,f the same year, one of the twO navigators, named Llzarus 
P icault. in the tartan Elizabeth i and he ordered a perion to embark with him who 

was qualified to lay do"m a chart. M. Picault accordingly received inltruction., 

on &e.uing &ail from the Isle of France, to take his course to the Malabar coast, in 
order to ascenain with preci,ion the exact position of that isle • 

.. The journal of M. Picault having been communicated to me, as well al the 
draught which I now have ill my ponelSion, 1 had, from lhe knowledge which J 
acquired from the track. of tbete navigaton. placed that island in 5ao 80' longitude 

from the meridian of Para, and consequcluly 4.6' more to we west !.han it iI m faa, 
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from the observation of tllC Abbe Rochon. I have, however, according to the 

lauer, placed it in SSo 1 g. 
U M. Picauh having taken possession o( these isles in the name of the King, 

denominated ,hem the blu de la Bourdcnnais, and to tbe principal of them gave 
the appellalion o f Mabe, which .1 have preserved . 

•• In the year 1156. M. Magon, then Governor of the hlcJ of France and Bour_ 
bon, having been informed of the advantages which might be derived from the Islts 
de Mabi. sent thither tbe Cerf frigate, under the command of M. Morphey. a very 
intelligent officer, who j oined to the necessary qualities of a navigcuor, aU the kno\\'_ 
ledge which would enable him to acquit himself with honour in this important mission. 
To this frigate was added the Saint Benoit schooner, commanded by M. Prejan, to 

second the objects of this expedition. 

j, As M. Morp~ was determin~d, at the same time, to reconnoitre the hIes 
..... bicb the Charles and Elizabeth had disco\'e~d, he took his coursc, on quitting 

Bourbon, the aut of July, to fall in with the I sles A stave and Jean de Nove, ac .. 

cording to the situation which I had given them on my eharL • 

U On the 9th of August he discovered a reef, on which there were two small 

sandy islets, whose latitude by observation was 90 36', and whose longitude, accord_ 

ing to the dead reckoning, was 50" lS'. Though they stood on their course to 

approach these islets, they soon lOll sight of them from a vioknt (\urrem, wbich bore 

tbem away to the south_west; and notwithstanding every eKon Wi .. made during 

the night to stand in for them, on the fo llowing morning they ~rceived a different 

island to the north, to which they bore up, and ranged along it at the di$tance of 

six hUl)dred fathoms. I ts latitude was determined by a correct ob$C.rvauon to be in 

9° u', and M. Morphey sent a party to examine it. 
U This island is no more than a bank of chalky rocks and white coral, which is 

.a~t th~ leagues in circumference. and may be seen at the distance of five or six: 
leaguet. The small qua.ntity of earth which is found there, appean to be nothing 

more than a mixture: of decayed wood and leaves, and the loftiest trees are not more 

lhall ten feet high. There are water.fowl in great abundance. with many other birds, 

and a large ki/1d of crab. The shore is very steep, and at balf a cable's lengtb from 

it uo bouom is found at Icas than twenty fathom. M. Morphey not finding this isle 

markC1l on any chart, named it the Isl, d,s Clrft, though, according to all appear. 

ance, it was tbe Isl, d, St. Pit"" seen by many of our vessels ill their ~a.ge to 

T I. 
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India. Hence il is, that I have marked it on my chart in 49° go' longitude. rela_ 

tively 10 the track of those who have fallen in with it on qutlling Madagascar • 

.. On losing sight of this island) M . • Morphey continued his course to the west_ 

ward, and three days after, on the lath of August, thq perceived se\'cl'ai islets on 

a large reef, which they approached very fast, in consequence of a viole t currenl, 

"'hich was observed to run to the west. These isle, consist of a kind of chal k stone 

covered with shrub. wood, and, according to the plan which I had traced from the 
rough draught and remarks of M. Morphey, it ap~ars that these are the islands 
known on the ancient charts under the name of CosmoJldo, situate to the nonh_ 

nonh_ west of Cupe d' Ambrt • 
• , 011 the following day, being the 14th of August; they saw a small triangular 

island, and on the t6th, in the morning, they anchored there, and named it L'lsl. 
de J' Assllmplwn. ACOOIPing 10 an observation, the middle of the island is in 9° 47' 

latitude. They landed on it, but found nothing won by of remark: it is one chOi lky 

0ck, full of caverns, with some sandy spots c.overed with shrubs. The access to this 
mand is very difficult. 

.. On the 17th, in the evening, the vesse ls having driven, they set sail. It appears 

dlat this island is the same which the boaLS, the Charles and the Elizabeth, saw on the 

27th of O ctober, and which they took for Agalega, or the bit AstO'Ve ; although 

it appears that their observed latitude is 18' mort: south. This difference is the less 
surprising, as the navigators a ll board those vessels.-lsl, Made use of an arrow;· 

2d. They did not correct the declination. and 3d, The SUD was very near their 
zenith. 

I i On the , 8th of August, M. Morphey discovered another i~land. or rather two 

islands, j oined It(ge'tl,cr on the western side by intervening is\eu, and ranged along 

them close in more. He detennincd their latitude between 9° 24' and 9° 35', and 
c onsidered them to be the same which the boats, the Charles and Elizabeth, had 

visited, and named Jean de Nuve. 1 have supported lhe same opinion; but in what 

degTee of longilude am I to place them ? According 10 the navigacors in the boats, 

they should be in 49" go'; and according to M. Morphey, in 47° i and the resuh of 
wi, determination would be, that the islets of the AJ,rumpfion and COJmtJledo would 

lay in the track of all our vessels goir,g to the Indies, although they have never faUeo 
in ..... ith them . 

• UII'}',bt, a 50rt of instrument, tometim(l u5td for observation, , ailed abo .. bIl/M~' ,."" 
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U To resolve a problem of this nalUre. I had r~course 10 the variations, of which 
there is a sensible progr{"s~ion in these seas, in s·ce ring from east to west: with this 

view I traced all the courses of the vessels, whose errur, between their points of de
parture, which were correctly known, such as the lslc! of France and Bourbon, and 

the Idod.fall on me coa~t of !I/<Jlubar, were of little con ~t'quence. I took care to 

mark the vari.ltions which had been obse~ved, and having drawn the lines of a con
sid(.:rable quantity of them, J. discovered that these lines cut the meridialls in an 

angk' of from 31° to 3,,° from nonh to west . 

.. As J could rely on the exactncss of the ob~crvations molde by M. Morphcy, I 

referred to them for tht: interseclion of the variation~ whicb he had observed, with 

the paralld of latitude of those isles. and I found Ihat the two last were UI 49° go', 
and answered. on the old charts. to AIJabra; the isle of the /J$sumption in 41° 55' 

longitude. and the middle uf CormoJedo in 41)<'. I consequcntlytraced them on my 
chan . 

.. The correctnr:ss of this ope ration was confirmed to me about fou r months aflet, 

and before my chart could pmsibly have reached the isles, by a letter from M: 
Crandmaison, who had filllen in with the i8lc Ald.lbra, three days after his depar_ 

ture fmm the Isle of A lljoJlI<lll. The pnsition, according to his reckoning, is pre:_ 
cisdy the same a~ that which J had given to it • 

• , This medlOd of determining the situation of the isles, and dangers orthis Archi_ 

pelAgo, by the varia tion. in default of astronomical observatiolls, has appeared to 
me [0 be prefer .. ble to that of the track of vessels in this sea, where the current: arc 
contillually cha nging their direct ion. 

" The ble N lllul, which is seeu to the nOrlh of Aldabra, was observed by M. Barn, 

WhCl commanded a kerch, in his passage to India, after having seen the Cape 

d'alllbre. The laritude is Ihe same as is gi\'en in the POrtuguese cham. 

« T he Ellglish silip the Atham, in 1158, discovered a sandy i~land. wilh seve ral 

break~rs, in 6° 57' $C,mh latitude, and thirteen leagues east from the Isle of Zan_ 
:u'brJr. rhe ship ranged aJong the sandy island to the westward at the distance of a 
league. 

" The b,mk of Po/ram was seen in t 158 by the ship Pitt; wht:n it was found 

10 l'>e in 4° ad south I.ulude, and 50' to the ean of thc me.idian of the Isle of 
Com",!'". 

" It 1s supposed also Wt there is it land bauk in gO 51' of south latitudc, and aO 5' 
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east of the meridian of St. Augustine's bay. This bank has been seen by two 

vessels, and may be a continuation of the p receding one, since it cannot be more 

Lian t .... 'tnly leagues distant from it, to the north.east. 

" The Panther man of war, commanded by Captain Affiec.k. in his palSage from 
the i ~land of Anjolla', lo India, made an observation on th~ 17th of MJy 1760 at 

noon, ",·hen he was in 9' of south lalitude. and according to reckoning, 5'" 49' to the 

east of the meridian of AnjouQIJ, and 31 !l: P. M. saw the bank d' Ambre, which was 

to the east of him, SO or 6' south, at the distance o f ahout seven or eight mile,,; when 

he sounded without finding a bottom, with a thirty-five fathom line. At four P. M. 

he surveyed the extremities of lhe shoal, and found no bottom with an hundred 

fathom I ine. The variation was 12° 20' A. M. and t 2° 21' P. M . 

.. In the year 1730 the ship Le Lys, comma!l~cd by M.le Chevalier Pontevez. 

in its passage from the ls!r of Bourbon to India, took ~he..common course in order 

to make Madagascar: but not having seen that island, o~he 25th of June, at si.x 
R M. be made good his course to the nonh-north~ast, 3° 30' e;:lSI, fOlty.five leagues 
abd one-third, till the 26th at noon; and aftl~rwanls to the north-north-east, 2° 30' 

nonh.till two P. M. of the same day, when he perceived land north-west by west, 

from four to five leagues. He ob5erved that it consisted of two islands, which were 

separated by a small channel; and according to the latitude which he had observed, 

alwayl allowing for the error of his £leche, the middle of this isle would be in 

10° '1' latitude. As to its longitude, although J had determined it on my chan 
to be 4.9°, after having traced the courses of several ships which sai,led from Mada
gascar, and bad not seen this island in this longitude, and even more to the eastward, 

J tbought it right to place it in 50° 35'. 
" The Lys, on losihg sight o f this isla nd, made good her course north-north-easl, 

when she perceived another island. that was named the Alpbonse, which, according to 

tht: track of this ship, since she saw 7tan dl Nove, should be sixty.nine leagues to the 

north-nonb-eaSl of it, and consequently in f of latitude, and 5so 20' of longitude . 

• , Eighteen leagues and an half to the north of the island Atpbonse, or rather to 

north h)' north_west. aecording to a more correct redu ction of the courses of this 

ship, the Chevalier.Ponu:vez saw another small island, to which he gave the name 
of &lint Fran foi! . 

•• Thi, island was seen on the 21St of September. 114.4. by a small vesael on ita 

passage to Mabt. She ranged along the weslern coast of it, at the distance of. 
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quartC! of a league, where she was in eight fathom water, with a bouom of coral. She 
afterwards made a similar island, about three or four leagues east_north.easl of the 
former: in the channel belwtt:n them, there were thiny_five fathoms water, with a 

sandy bottom. The same day at noon, having made six leagues nonb·east by north, 

and being from an obsen-alion, ill SO 59' of latitude, a third isle was seen at a league 
to the west, when they had from thirty to thiny-five fa thoms water . 

• ~ The frigate La Cloire. in 1756, fell in with the isle St. Frall ~ois in its passage 
to Pale. 

M. du Roslan, who was di spatched in December, 1710, from the Isle of France, 
with the King's corvettes, L 'Helire du Buger, and L 'Etoile du Malin, to make dis
coveries in this Archipelago, made an island which he named the Isle Plale, whose 

Jatitud~'5° 45', and longitude 53° II'. Il appeared to him 10 be about a leagu 
in circumference. There was a reef eXlending about a quarter of a league to tbe 
westward of it . 

.. Steering from the Is le Plale to the north.wesl, he 5aw a stcond island north ... 
west by west, and he neared it without finding any bollom, till he gOl within half a 
cannon shot of the shore. He sent an officer to find a convenient anchori ng place, 
and the following day he himself landed to examine the island, which he named the 

Isle du Berger. It is more elevated on the side of the nOfth than that of tbe 50mb: 

in the middle there is a cut or separation, which, at some distance, gives il the all,; 
pearance of two island.!:. This cut is a bank of hard coral, covere<i with a thin coat 
of white sand, which the sea alway! overflows at high water j but, at low waler, it 

is altogether dry, so as to form a passage from one part of Ihe island 10 the other. 

It is ahoul two leagues in circumference: !.he soil consists of a very hard coral, 
covered with sand; the trees are lofty, but their wood is of a spongy texture. there 
are also some small cocoa trees; and the whole island is surrounded with a reef at 
the distance of about a quarter of a league. There were a great variety of birds. 

and plenry of fish • 
• , This isle is in 50 45' latitude, and 52.° .8' longitude. In coasting it, an opening 

was observed in the reef, wbtre boats might enter to get to the island by a kind of 
clwcway, fonned hy the contrivance of nature: the reef abounds in lunJe~ sharks, 

and many other kinds of fish. It appeared to posselS no insect but a small red ant, 
some spider., and numben of Nerillf: the sailors say they saw there Caymans and 

blue fowls. 
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CC On leaving this island, and steering wost by south.west, M. du Roslan 

perceived a third island, which he named the lsJ~ de l'Etvile ; he coasted along 
it at the distance of a league. In the bottom, between the Isle du Berger and 

this, there arc very perceptible inequalities. The lsk de t, Etoiu is nothing morc 

than a sand-bank, covered with brush-wood, and rna)' be half a lcag e in length; 

the reef which surro';!nds it extends on the wulhem side to about a quarter of a 

league. 

U At six P. M. a founh island was discovered, which was called J'farie LOI/;se. 
It appeared to be well .... ,ooded. was en( ircled with 8 reef, and of the same dimensions 

as the Isle Plait. TIS luilude is in (jO 12', and its longitude 52° 19" 

" On Ihe 14th of December, M . du Roslan saw a fiJdl bland. two leagues to the 

i",·.oul.h.wcn of Maru Louist, which he named the Isle des M.eu}S. Allhe 

ofa league from it he found himstlf in nine fathom water, wilh 

bottom. It appeared (0 him to be smaller than the Olher"5, but equally wooey. 

latitude is 60 IS' , and its longitude 5i' 12'; the depth ofwaltr between 
is from twenty_five to thirty fathoms; but on standing away in the 

the south, the bonom is instaOily losl. 

On the same day at noon a sixth island was discovered, distant about three 

leagues and one-third west by north.west of the Isle des Nceu!s. It receivt'd the 

arne of tile Isle de 14 Boudeuse: it is a bank of sand, covered with brush.wood, 
II c the lsle de fEloUe, 

,. According to nery appearance. these isles aTC those which are marktd on 

the old maps under the name of the: Amirantes, although their latitude is nOl so 

much to the south by eO. M. du Roslan made a very exact survey of them, and 
in hi, passage from ~he~ 10 the I slt Mabi delernlined the longitude relatively to 

that of the lauer; nor is there any reason 10 suppose hi. pos.ilion to be erroneous . 

.. Jt appears, thal the /sIt dtl NCl!Ujs is that which was .seen by M. de POnlt"vCZt 

who commanded the Lys, in 1780, and was denominated by him the Isle Saint 
Fra"pJis, which the ship la Gloirl perceived in 1156; and that it was among 

those hies that the little ves$CI, which] have already mentioned, passed in ill course 
to Pondicherry. 

« To the nonh of th~ isles, and to the welt..JOuth.west, SO soutb of the Jsll 
Mabt, it i, &aid tbat there are tbru or four similar island.. They have been .ecn 
by a .small vessel on its passage to BC}lgal, which "Went to the Jsks Pros/ills; it 
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was commanded by M. du Chemin; but I have never been able to obtain any 
particular account of them. 

« The Twelve Islands were secn the 6th of June, 173~. by M. du Chemin, com. 
m:mding the ship Saint Pierre, two days aflor he had lost sight of the north.east 

part of Madagascar; and as he perceived on the morning of the following day, 

another small island, to which he gave the name of his ~hip. the position of the one 

and the other is determined by his course, and the distance he was from them to 
the uanh_llorth_wcst. 

The frigate Elizabeth, in its passage to Sural, afler having made Madagasca r, 
found itself on the 16th of August, 1144, at b ak of day; about a quaner of a 

league from the breakers .that surround, the Twelve lsiamh, which remained from 

north-west [0 north-east. At the same time there appeared from the north.west by 

north, to the north.north~west, three round i3lelS, but little elevated above the 3ea. 

and to the north_east, a kind of flat island, which seemed to terminate the reef on 

that poilll . The winds blowing a stiff breeze from the south_south_east , and the 

agitated ,slate of the sea, obliged the navigaLOrs to hold as close as possible to t 

wind to double this shoal, and, on approaching it, they perceived that It was formeCl 

of scveral olhers, all of which were mere hanks of sand, covered with shrub-wood. 

At len A. M. they surveyed the more lIorthern isk:t to the wesi-south.west, four or 

five leagues; and, at noon, reckoning that lheywcrc: scven or eight leagues to the 

nonh.llorth-east of the northernmost isle, as; from an ol:ucrvillion Il1<:y were in 

9° 42 ' latitude, it was inferred thai this mass of islands was in ten degro..,;:. _ 
" It is proper to obscn'e, that when M. ~,torphey diseov~red the shoal &i'il 

Lallrel/', be passed at such a distance to the north of the T ..... elve Isles, as not to be 
in a ~itua lion to perceive them. 

" This same uavigator had passed also 10 the south of the bank which extends 

to the l'Outh of the smaU Isle de 10 Pro?:idence, on which the crew of lhe Herr/Ise 
frigale, Captain M. Campis, was preserved. This frigate having sailed rrom the 

I sle of France on the 30lh or August, 176g. to go to Bengal, made the isle J ean de 
N ove on the 5th of Scp:cmber, at rrom five 10 six leagues to dlC: west. The rol. 

lo .... ing night she was wrecked 011 the south part o r the reef, and lhe crew saved 

themselves upon a dry bank of sand about a league within the red, rrom whence 

they got to a small island at the distance of about se\'en leagues to the north, to 

whicb the redis contiguous; and they named it the l sle de Sa Prot'idtl/cr. 
UU • 
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Ie This island is a league in length from north to south, and about three hundred 

fathom broad IOwards the middle. The lIoil is a mixture of sar.d and while coral. 

. T he reef, \j,'ilh which it is surrounded, begins at its north point, and then runs olT 

towards the south, so that the southern point of the isle is about half a league distant 

from it. The red cominues from six to seven leagues to the sol-lh, and its greatest 

breadth, which is near the middle of ii, is about two leagues. The whole space which 

it contains is filled with banks of sa nd and coral, some of which arc above the water; 

so that allow water a canoe could scarce navigate there; and even at high water there 

is considerable danger, which must be watched with great aucntion. 

U The i sle de la Providence is covered \I·ilh cocoa trees on the southern side, 

and to the north with a tree that resembles the fig-tree of Europe, and is of a very 

spongy texture. These trees are stra it, and r ise 10 about forty or fiflY fect, baving 

knolS like the bampoo, at a regular distance of six feet. The fruit resembk'S small 

mangoes.· There is also a creeping kind of wood of a red colour, and vcry hard . 

It is a very singular circumstance, that the ashes of wood t~al has been burned here, 

trowing been wetted by rain, hardens in such a manner, Iha!., it is necessary to employ 

a~ hammer 10 break the petrifaction: the inside is shining like the shells ora fi sh. 

" T here is great plenty of tunic, 3nd a species of land crab. which is very large. 

and good. to eat; some of them weighed six pounds. There are also gre at numbers 

of rats, which make thei r ncsts in the cocoa trees. 

,. The latitude of the;. island, according to four observations, two of which were 

made when the sun was on the north side of the island, and twO when it was On the 
$Culh side. was detennined to be gO 7' ; the variation according to observation, was 

J 1° 45' north_west. 

" After having exened themselves during IwO months on thc island, in endea_ 

\'ouring lO lengthen their canoe ~x fcel, and to refit it for sea, the shipwrecked 

crew embarked in her, to the number of thirty_five men, 011 the 8th of November, 

and fortunately meeting with a north-east wind, they in four days after landed at 

Madagascar. at eight leagues south of Cape d'Alllbre; from whence they proceeded 

to reach Foul Pointe, where they arrived in about a month. Th6Y continued their 

coune in the canoe, aod in their passage, between Gape d' Ambre and the Bay of 

Vobemare, the)" '-TOSsed three fine harbours, which appeared to tbem well wonhy 

of aUenlion. 

• Ccrtib~, Mil.hot •• Ctrcibuna. 
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« The island Galega was seen on the 7th of July, 1758, by the Ruby snow, in iu 

passage from the I sle of France 10 I ndia. As the course of this vessel appears to me 

nearly direcl, r have placed this island in 54" 55' longitude. and in 10" ad latitude . 

•• The fr igate u Cboiuut commanded by M. Ie Flock de la Carriere, in iu 

passage from the Isle de BourbOll to Pondichcny, perceived this island on the 17th 
of Augun, 1768; and although this navigator then reckoned that he was but five 

leagues more to the west, the soundings that he afterwards lo?k, on the soutb_cast 
parI of the bank which surrounds the I sle A1abc, and others which are to the east of 

it, made him suspect that the I sle Galega is fifteen or twenty leagues more to the 

west than 1 had marked it. But as M. de la Carriere had no knowledge of the lsI, 
Mabt , and that he was equally ignorant where the bank w~s situated which he had 

wunded, I have not thought proper to place it more: than 35' more: to the west 

than my first determi nation, and in mOfe than 10'" 27' latitude . 

.. The Ponuguese chans, on the faith of Alexa da Mota, places this isle in gO 30" 

... :hich is 57' more to the north Lhan its real position. Such are the errors of the old 

voyagers. : 
.~ During the night from the 18th 10 the 191h Seplmlber, 1 771 , M. de Kerguelen . 

who commanded the store ships, la Fortune and le Gros Velltre, found himself over 

a bank in thirty fathom water, with a rocky boltom; in the succeeding moment he 

found but twenty fathom, and the bottom continu ing to diminish, he anchored in 

sixteen fathom. On the return of light he saw no land; and having got under way, 

driving to the north-west, he found from thi rtun to twenty..eight fathom; but after 

having made two leagues, he on a sudden gOt OUI of soundings. While he was at 
anchor, he remarked that the sea broke very much at the distance of a league to 

east-north east; but such was the state of the weather, and the agitation of the sea, 

that he did not venture to send his canoe to take soundings. He reckons that this 

bank, which he !lamed the bank de la Fortune, extended three leagu~s from south-east 

to north_west 1 and. according to his observation, it was situate in 70 30' lalitude~ 

and ill 540 58' longitude . 

• , 1 have placed the bank of Saint Michel in 8" 5S' latilUdc:, according (0 the 

observation of the In Digue sto~-5hip in 1768, and in 51° 30' longitude, according 

to the reduction which I have made of ber track. in going from the Isle of France 
to the i sle }.{ubi. 

~ The south part of Stlya de }'{aJbo, is traced according to the navigation and 

U u. 



33' HISTORY OF MAURITIUS. 

observation!' ('If M. Ie Chevalier Grenier. At. to The north side of the same bank, 

] have conformed myself to the following extract from a journal inserted in the 

English Pilof. 

• The northernmost part of Soya dt Ma/bo is ill 9° 55' somh latitude, and in 

• 11 ° 40' to the west of the mcridi.m of Bomba),. J fell in with the ""estern part of 

'the northern point, where I found, on Ilia first sounding. fifteen fadlUm water, with 
, a bottom of coral, and on the second, 110 mote thall eight; which made me stand 

C to the north, 3<> west; and Ihnugh the breeze was light, every tUnc t threw out the 
, line the sou ndings in creased from ", ... clvc to fiftee n, twenty_two, ,,,,·emy-five. thirty-
• IWO, sixty, ~m.l eighty_five fathoms, and thell J losl . I returned to lhe 

• charge, and round as at first. fifteen fathom with a coral :'Ilterwards twelve, 

• then ten; but apprchcnsi\'e thaI J should run aground, I stood to the north ·north· 

• cast, where J had ~e\'en. tweh·e. thirteen, fourteen, $eventeen, and twenty-two 

'fathom i and after having sailed aboul a mile and a half. I lost all sounding. It 

• is said that on the south part of this shoal there are several banks. which in some 

'~placc5 arc dry and "isible. The variation was 16" 4d north.weu.' 

.. J have found 110 mher memoir on tbe Island Roqllepi:: to the south, but the 

Journal of Lancaste r, who saw it in 1602, and speaks high I)' of its appearance, 

wilhout mentioning its longit ude: it states merely that this Admiral ha,·ing quitted 
the Bay of Antongd on the 6th of March, found himself ill sight of Roqllepi:: on 

the 16th of the same month, towards JOo 3:>' south . 1 have placed it in this latitude, 

and in 62° longitude. according to which position it could not have been seen 

either by the Cerf frigate. the goueletlc the St. 13enoit, or the Digue siort-ship. 

" Tn the memoirs which have been sent me from England, about fh-e or six years 

ago, 1 ha\'c.m extraCl from the journal of the IWO following ships, the Mary, Cap_ 

tain Mitcham, and the Prince George, Captain Lewis; wh.., left the pain: of Galles, 
in the island of Ceylon, all the 15th of June, 1755. to proceed on their ,-oyage to 

Bombay, and saw, on the 2-d of August. an islaud in 7° 7' soulh latitude, which they 

imagined to be lhat of Gratia, and reckoned to be 1 ~ 56' to the west of the meridian 

of the point of GalJes, answering to 60° 49' or our longitude; but according to 

a nOle imr:rted al the haltom of a small plan of it, which hlU bet:n sent to file, it 

should be ~oo 47' west of Galler. and in 56' 58' of Our longitude. 

" On the following day, having made an hundred and three miles to the north.west 

by north) these tWO 5hipa stfuck on a reef, running off aboUllivc leagues to me ,outh.. 

• 
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""est of a small island, ..... hich they saw in the mo rning, In 6° of iatimde, and which 

1- should suppose was the nonh side of the hie of R oquepi::. if the Portuguese Ma· 

ri time Ojlcelory had not slaled, that, to the sOUlh-west of iI, and at the distance 
o f six leagues, there were three small nal islcl~, wilh a few trees on them, and laying 

from east to wcu, which these ships head not seen. As they observed the va riation 
in thc cnvi rom, the uncertainty of thei r longilUdc engaged mc to have recourse to 

it: and [ol lo .... ' ing the course of the lines of variation which I have already mentioned, 

the island which they imagined to be Gratia, and I had named the Isle Sr. George, 

(as Gratia, ur Garcia, is morc to the east.) should be In S8° 351
, and R oqllepi:. in 

§i' 35' IOllgitude . 
.. There remains in this sea, the Isle of &pl Freres, on which I have SCt: n no 

other memorial than that which is found in the Portuguese M aritime Directory, 

where it is mentioned as being in 40 of south latiutde. 

" With respect to the islands that are to the eastward of Ihis, they appear to me 

tOO well known, from having been so often secn by our oWIl'~hip~ and those o f the 

English , 10 require a particular description in this place. ., 

" The Island Di~go Garcia, was seen on me 24th of September, 1169, by M. 
Je Chevalier G renier, who commatl<.ied the King's corvettes L'Heure du Berger 

and Le Verd Calant. M. l'Abbe Rochon dClenJluied ,its longitude to be in 68'"' 20'. 

M. la Fontaine, who commanded the Verd Calant, relurnai in the month of No

vember, 1770, to examine and lake a plan of the very spacious bilY . which this 

island, whose form resembles that of a serpent bent double, contains, as It .... ere. 

within itsclf. A great number of vessels might ancho r the re in safety; but the prin

cipal object is wallting: for though it is covered wilh wood, it is not provided with 

fresh waler. l IS leJlgth is four leag ues from north to sou th, and its g reatest breadth 
, is iwo leagues, • 

" This same island was perceived by an Englisb ship, wbo, from sight of i4 stee r

ing to the north, made two other i~lands and three islets, with a red, distant about 

five leagues to the east_north-east. He passed between the reef and the islands, 

whose latitude he deLermined to be bct .... ·ccn S O 12' and Sf> i3'. To the north-nonh_ 

east of mese islands, between 5° and 4f> 35', he found an unequal bottom of twenly_ 

,ix, seven, twenty three, lwemy-eight, mne, and twenty-three fathom. 

"The island Ditgu Garcia was also made in January, 1145, by an English 

vessel ca,lled the Pelham. in its passage from the Cape of Cood Hope to Bombay. 
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He remarked its bay. as well as the islets which att at tbe entrance of it. Thi, 

ship steered to the nonh-e3st and cast-nortb. east, and afterwards to nonh.north. 

east, 10 the Equinoctial line. which it crossed in 1'l20' of our longitude: from 

thence taking a north.west course, ollthc 31St of J anuary, allC'n A. M. and bcing, 

according to reckoning, in I P 55' north latitude, and 710 48' longitude, he saw the 

Maldi,'c Islands north-north_wCSl by west. He passed between tbem and arrived 
I 

at Bombay. 
Of On leaving the lsle Praslin, which is to the north. cast of the Isle ftfabi, M. 

Roslan being anxious to know, on this side, the extent of Ihe bank on which these 

isles are situaled. found that it continued ten leagues 10 the north-cast: from thi, 
position he steered to the east, running the parallel of 4" ; on which the old chans 

mark the island of Sept Furu, and thaI of 1'rois Freres. NOlwith~tanding lhe 

difference caused by the ac-cidemal current5, which run sometimes tOW d. tbe 

south, and at other tiOlcs to ..... ards tbe nortb, the IwO corvettes maintain the sup_ 

posed latitude of the~ islands, sufficiemly to be assu red tbat they are not on the 

»)arallel ofW of longitude . The course of M . Picault, on his passage to the I sle 

~fabi, in '14,(, confirms this truth : if, on the other hand, it is considered that lhe 

Amirallies are placed on the old charts about 2° more north than those which have 

been seen by M. du Rodan, it may be presumed that there is a simila r difference 

respecting the Sept Freru and tbe Trois Freres. 

u AI llis orders pressed his return to the Isle of France, he could not run the 

same latitude more to the cast, and accordingly took his course south_easl by south, 

and SOUth. 80utb-easl, in order to make Dugo Garcia.. On the 2d of March, he 

saw land at eleven P. M. at the distance of a league and an half; but without be .. 

ing able to find any soundings. Having manQ:uvred during tbe whole night lO keep 

the land m ,~ht, mey neared it at break of day, and perceived three islands, each 

of them encompaued with acbain of rocks, which extend about a quarter of a league 

off the coast. Thq are very low, but covered with very lofty cocoa. trees. and 

other wood of inferior height. The two first are about a league and one.third in 

circumference. The third, which appeared to consist of several isleu aeparted from 

each othcr, but connected. as it were, by breakers, was 5uppou:d to be about two 

~eagues in length I nor il there any rea6()Il to col~ccture that the channel, of these 

'slcs admit of a pan.ge. 

M A. Lhe $Un was very near tbe zenith. M. du Roslllln obser ved the mcridiaa 
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altitude of several stars, and from the rcsu1t of his observations he concluded, that 

the latitude or the northernmost isle was 50 59', The second, which is four leagues 

to the south·south-..... en of the firs t, is in 6' 10'; and the third. ~ing about three 

leagues souw by somh_west of the second, is in ff 20', Two days afler, having 

made D iego Garcia. whose longitude has been determined from the observations of 

M.I'Abbe Rochon, he inferred from thence that the longitude o f these islands was 

6t 34', The number of them induced me to suspect that they afC those which 

former navigators named the Trois Freres . 
.. To the north_narth_east, 50 north of the island of D iego Gurcia, and twelve 

leagues ca~l.soulh-casl of the islets discovered by the English vcud, wh ich have betn 

already mentioned, arc the islets which M. Pieauh fell in with on the 16th of April, 

1744, in his passage from thc island R odrigue:: to the isle Mabt . The clirection 

of his course leads to them; nor is it to ~ presumed that there has been any e.w=n

t ial difference in this passage. On the preceding evening he found him!Clf off a 

ba llk in 5° 55' latitude, where the depth was ul\cqual, from forty-five to eleven .. 

nine, twenty-five, and forty fathom. From thence havi ng taken his course to the ' 

north, he found himself in the midst o f twenty_two islets, and passed through them 

in r/30' latitude. to proceed to the west. From the examination that was made 

of the islets, they we re found covered with cocoa· trees, and their elevation was 

from twelve to fifteen feCI above the level of the sea. The largest of them was about 

half a league in length: some of them were very 110011, and entirely surrounded with 

reefs. Allihe charts, in their representation of this little Archipelago, coincide with 

the plan given of them by M. Picault, under the name of Percs Banbos; but it 
is placed there a degree too much to the south . 

.. T he island of Cbogos, as well ~ the shoal waters which are in its environs, was 

seen in the year 1763, by the ship Pitt, in 7° 15' lalitudc, and its longitude deter_ 

mined by au ob6ervalion made by Mr. Stevens, of the mean distance of the sun and 

moon, in 71° of ou r longitude, or 13° 25' easl of Greenwich. Hcdiscovered also, 

eighteen leagues to the north_west of this island, in (f 40' latitude, five or six lillIe 

islets, which had been seen in the latter end of December, 1756, by M. de Surville, 

who commanded the ship t~e Due d'Orleans; and about twenty leagues to the east, 

he found himself on shOOl.l water, such as the ship Pitt had seen, according to a 

drauglu of it wbich has been communicated to me. in seven fathom, and thrte 

leagues to the south_south_caSt in len farnom. 
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.. At forty.five Jcaguc~ north by nonb.."wcFl of the is1and ofChtlgas, between 4." 39' 
a"'}s" latitude, there. is a bank that was disc('vercd by the En~'isb ship the Speaker, 

of wh ich a drau ght has been sent to me. The depths were there found to tx v~ry 
uncq u_a~ from twe nty-Iwo, to Iwent)'. five, six, and eight fathom. Thi~ ves.;cl having 

al1cho~ .to the south, the longitude was calcul ated by obse .... 'atinn of the mean 

distance of the su n and moon, and found to be 73° 2 ' cast of Gl«nwich, which 

answers 10 70" 37 ' cast of Paris. \ 

" As to the I sles Adu, lile most recent informatio n with respect to them proceeds 

from M. Moreau, who fell in with them in the boat the F,wori, in 1757. Accord. 

i ng 10 !he latitl1de which he obscr\' cc~ these i ~lcs should be in r/, but h;nting remarked 

all his journal, by comparing the ob~r\'ations that he had made of the latitude of 

places well knowlI, that the instrument which he employed ga\'e them from 18' to 

20' 100 mu ch to the north; i1 would follow ,hClie isles mUSI, in the ' dme propor

tion, be 100 much to the 5Omh. And hence it i ~ that M. Ie Chevalier Grenier, \ ... ho 

, followed in the Kj.,Ilg·s corvettes the L'Heu re du Berger and (~Verd Galam, the 

'parellcl of 5°, did not perceive these isles, which nrc;nol ' vc.rable blll \I'ben yOli , 
are close upon them. As to their longitude, I believe lat it mu st be plseed in 

7ft 30', and not in 13°, according 10 the reckoning of M. Grenier; as in pricking 

the course of M. M oreau, he should have passed in sight of th~ island of Cbagar. 
or over the ,hallows ncar it, though at the same lime he had nOt seen it. 

Of The same day on which M. Moreall saw the Isles Adu, he discovered others to 

the 5otJth.south.east; which appear 10 be those that the ship London fell in with. 

in 5'" 39' latitude, and 5° 20' to the west of the east part of the Isle of Ceylon, in 

6'" 39' latitude. A draught of them has been transmitted to me, as well as of the bank 

'which extends to lh~soulh of these isles , which I believe to be those of C(wdll • 

•• M . Morcav y;as anxious to make himself acquainted with the Adu isles, and 

accordinglj' sen! a canoe, wilh an officer and eight men, to examine them; but he 

was compelle1 by the winds and currents to abandon his canoe and people, and 

pursue his coursc to India . 

. , In Ihis sit uation, the officer and his men, after much difficulty and danger. 

landed on these i~lands on the 29th of March, J757-.. They arc about twelve in 

number, and surrounded with reefs. The descried seamen, however, fou nd where· 

withal to sustai n them, h), eocoa·I)UI$, which were in grl".a t abundance. and birds 

wlu~h they contrived to kill. They continued wandering about from one i,land La 
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the other, in search of food, and in a Slale of uncommon misery and di stress; nay, 

they were evcn on the point of losing their canoc, which was become their only 

resource . 
•• After having sojourned on these islands till the winds set in which would take 

them to India, and havi ng constructed a catamaran, to carry the provision of 

cocoas requisite for their SIlstenancc. as well as made the necessary cordage from 

the filaments of the cocoa, they departed from thc isles on the 2:Zd of June, and 

took their course towards the coast of Malabar, without an)' guide but the SU Il and 

the Slars .. and their own maritime experience ; as during their abode on the islands 

they had lost their compass, 

.. On the 24W, their catamaran oversel, and the), saw themselves red uced to the 
sma1l provision of COC03wllUlS in Ihe canoe, which la sted cnly till the l oth of July, 

when they ..... ere actually ..... itham food . From that perioo ti.ey every day suffered 

from the ..... eakness incidcnt to their situation, and lhe painful consequences of 

hunger and thirst. At length, however, a period was put to their suffering!t, 

and they landed at Gananorc; from thencc they proceeded to M abe, and so on l~ 

Pondichcrry ... 

• 

x. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

The Course bj' tbe Eost of Afadagascar, during tbe P eriod tbat tbe &ulb.wesl 

MOllsoon prevails ill Indio, extraclcd Jron! M . d'Aprcs. 

" I f you should n OI choose to go to India by the channel of }.{ozombique, you may 
~qll.al1y make your passage by the cast of Madagascar. This track is better suited 

to ships which cannal reach the channel before the 15th of August, on account of the 
feeble winds, calms, and variable weather which prevail thzrc in that season, instead 
of the fresh winds that never fail to blow to the eastward. In case you should 

want to put imo any pd'n for watcr and refreshments, which long voyages render 

tometimcs indispensable, they may be easily procured at .Porl D auphin, at Foul 
Poinfe, and other places on the cast coast of Madagascar. 

If To make this passage, after having doubled the Cape of Cood Hope. and bei ng 

secure of your point from the view of the cape, or the soundings of the bank des 
Aigllillej, you will continue to get to the cast, 0 " the parallel which 1 have mcn_ 

tioned, as far as 440 o r 450 of longitude. From thence steering to the north-c:ast. 

and afterwards to the north. north_cast, (a n allowance being made for the variation 

and the drift) you will proc~d to join the parallel from 2ft 10 '150 of latitude by 

500 of longitude; and this precaution appears to me to be sufficient to prevent the 

erron of ordinary navigation .• 

• .. It wcrt' to be wished that those 'Nho h,ve: the command of velfel •• or.t leut those who may 

contribu te to the right di rection of them , b)' thcir opinions. were qualifiCii to determine the longitude 

at _. b)' the distance of the moon from the l un or nm, which gives a sufficient approximltion 

to pcruiv~ and avoid the error. of recloning. The English Nautical Almanac, whose Ephemerjs 

has given. since the ynr 1774, an extrac t of every thing that ia most C11Cntial for these obserta_ 

tion., abridges, in a great drgm, the labour of l:aleulation. as well II miny other booh. which 

have been published in England 011 thi l IlIbj«l. and render Ihis method. intelligible to 'Wdl informed 
pilot.. A considerable pari of the English nn'igaton, as well al man)' in FrallCt, use them It 

this limt with lueeen; 'InJ nothing Cln contribute more to the urety of navigalion, particu. 
luly 'When the place of destination i. alread)' detemUlled with ('Meine,,," The course. 1~1l. thai I 



HISTORY OF MAURITIUS. 889 

tc In lhi~ state of uncertai nty, you must take care not 10 reach, during the night, 

the latitude of 25° 45', wh ich is that of the south part of Madagasca r : however 

that coast ha 5 no soundings off shore, but 10 the west of Cape Saint M or)' . 

(, W hen it is designed to touch at Fort Dauphin, si tuated in 25° 5' latitude, it 

will be proper to near the land in 24°, or at least in 24° go', in order nOI to miss it 

from the rapidity of the currents, which ru n towards the SOUth, as much as 48'. or 

siXleen leagues in twenty-fo ur hours. T o avoid thc~fore the efFecu of it, during 
the night. on approaching Fon Dauphin, if the weather sh :mld be sufficiently 

f,i\'ourable, and there shou ld be a sandy bOltom, the bc.it \\'ay lIo'ould be to cast 

anchor; but if the breeze is too strong, thc ship must re:main uoder sail. 

.. Whcn you make the land in 24", you will perceive a chain o r vcr)' high moun

tains ; and in 1I: 4C> 15' to 18', you wilt see a mount~in in th" form of a sugar_loaf, 

blended with lesser ones on the Joea side. Then sailing along the shore at tbt: dis

tance or a league and an half, you will perceive, across the isle. SainI Luce, some 

small rocky banks off thc shore, situate between 11:4° 35' and II: t 45'; and contmuins: 

to range along the coast at the same distance, you will perceive a point 10 tbe 

3Ou th_west by west, which will appear at first to be insulated, and represents two 

mountains more flat than fOund. Several navigators have erroneously taken it for 

the point d' IIapere; that which succeeds, with summits also more: flat than round, 

is nOt that object, but the Ihi~ that is <afterwards seen, whose pointed summits serve 

as distinctive landmarks. is the poin( d'lttJptre. 

" On approaching Ihe second point, and sailing along the coast al the distance of 

a league, 1 perceived some shoals. the most distant or which appeared to me 10 be 
th ree quarters of a league rrom the shore; and to avoid them, it is necessary to k~p 

at the di~tance of a league and an half. -

.. The rock d' itapere, which is very discoverable by its breakers, is the most 

g ive. will be 5usctptihle of modificlIIion. rinee it will be , uffic.ienl 10 keep yourself from twenty to 

"'fnty.fil'e 1.:1Ia:ues 10 will~hvald of tbe places where you may wish to land, to prevent tbe greatest 
tnor of (hal approximation. and IIOf eighty leagues, as I propose in th is C:Xlrllple. 

"The-succt'Ss of Illilrine clocks. or time pieces. which on the frigate la F lor., comm~nded by M. 

!Ie Verr.hm etc Ill. Crenlle. Lieutenant ill the Royal Navy, have never failed to gin the longitude 
with ~ prttit1011 alTogether 3S1onishmg, encOUflgu tQe expectation that the longitude willi! length 
be dbcovered. by tRill Ill t lhod. which if; tbe mosl ClI'peditious. liinco the error hAs lIenr cxcttdtd 
ad in lix wed..... . 

x x 2 
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certain mark to distinguish the point, from which It is distant about a third part of 

a league to the .o;outh: .here is no passage betwccn them. 

u Two lengues to the west-south_west of this rock, is Fort Dauphin. The coast 

bctw('()n the point d'lIaperr-, and that where the fun was placed, forms a co\'e, called 
1iJ/ongbare by the nalives, and Dauphin Cove by the French, who were formerly 

established there. The remai ns of their fOfl .are still visible. II is in the small bay 

forma:! by the paim, where the ships gencr:llly go . 

.. After having ranged for a quarter of a league along the rock J'I Lapere, you 

must sleer towa rds the point of Fon Dauphin. Thi s poi nt is surro unded with a 

red at a cable's length. and ""ilhin it is the best anchorage. The poim d'l/opere 
should remain.to the east, 5' or G ~outh of the i:ompass ; the rock at can h)' south_ 

east, and the extremity of the breakers, the nearest to the anchorage. south~east by 

ea.<;c.. The larboard anchor !.hould be ill the Ilonh.cast in seven fathom. with a sandy 

bonom; that of lhe slfboard al east_south.easl in six fathom, having from twenty, 

to twenty_eight feel water under the ship. Another anchor should be carried a»tcm ... 
• 
to Ihe nOrlh.west . 

• , If there ;s nOt sufficient day_light to get into the road, you must first double 

the rock d' l lapcrc, aud then anchor in the cove, if the weather will permit; at the 

same time paying the necessary attention to the nature of the bollom, which is not 

ever), where lhe same . 

.. Waler may be found on the thore of the co\'e, by d igging in the sand. which 

.... ·jll be very good for cattle and culinary purpose!; but 10 obtain heuer, it must be 

fetched by the blacks in barrels, from more distant springs. 

" This cou ntry is under the government of several chiefs, of whom it is prudent 

to l.c aware; it is necessary therefore to be vigilant, and to maimain good order. 

This precauuon is not only necessary at Fort Dauphin, but also in every Olhe r 

place in Madaga!ca r, where the voyager puts in for rc:freshmenl. 

" Foul p(Jj"t~ being frequendy preferred to Fort D.mphin, as il is more easy qC 
approach, affords a better anchorage, and is inhabited by a betler kind of people, 

if will be right, after having reached the parallel of 25° of lati tude, without seeing 

. Lmd, or any 01' tho~ indications which announce a proximity to ii, to sleer to the 

lIonhward during the day. and north_llorth-east during Ihe night, to ISC> Id lao. 

tude, when it will Ix- ll~ccSlary to make the land, in order 10 reconnoitre Ihe IrS. 

DUX PrtlIUJ. It is a ~mall islet, silUale in IS" " of latitude, twO leaguca to tbe 

• 
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north.north.east of Tumaiave, and about two thirds of a league from the nearen 
part of the Madagascar shore. T he trees wiLh which it is covered arc visible at 

the distance of five leagues. 
" Three league~ to the nonh-north.ean of the Isle allr P runes, breakers arc 

visible which arc occasioned by a bank of rocks. A league and an half fUrlher on 

the same line, there is a shoal, with three fathom walcr; and another at a league to 

the north.north-e3S1 of the latter, in four fathom water, on which I ha\'e muck. 

These dangers arc but a league from the coast . 

.. The land o f Madagascar, froOl the Isle aUI Prunes to Foul Pointe, is of a mo

derate height, very unequal, and covered with wood; it afterwards rises by s.mall 

degrees, and in the interior part, double and triple high mountains are visible. The 
shore, which is of white sand, is bordered with a breaker :It the distance of three 

cable's lengt h. " 'hen thc Is le nux Prunes is on the north~wes t poi nt of the com~ 

pan, at the distance of about two leaguc.!>, a small moumain is seen to the nonh, which 
approaches nearer than any other to the sea_shore, and forml two paps, which are 

• 
called the Paps, or ft1amclles de Nalle, from a "illage of that name, where the native' 

tometimcs hoi st a white flag. Many vessels have taken this place for ,Foul Poiute, 

'!I·hich is distant from it three leagues to the north. It is ,'ery easy, however, to 
3void that error, on observing thaI, from the village of Nallr, the I sle mu: P runes 

is always visible, whe reas it ceases to be St'C1i on approaching Foul P ointe. 

U 'Vhen you lose sight of the I sJe aux P rul/es , and that it rests upon the compass 
at 30° south.wesl, then 1'Ollt P ointe i~ 15° to the north-cas!. 

.. The cove of Foul P oi"lt, where the vessels anchor, is fonnell hy a large 
reef, which begins at the third of a league below the village, and extends afte r_ 

wards three quarten of a league 10 the nonh_nonh...ea.~t . YOLI ".Ist approach it 

within a quarter of a league, and range along it, so as to double its nonhern poi nt 

at a good cable's length. The breakers arc vcry visible there, but they appear leu 

at high water, and with a light brCC1.c, From thence, keeping the wind, you will 
come to an anchor under shelter of the reef in si1t fathom , with a sa ndy bottom, 

mixed with mud. The nonhern point of the reef will remain to the east by nonh, 

and east.lloflh.east; the southern point of the cove south by weSl, 5° west; the 
\·illage to the south.west the third of a league,· The nonhc:mmost land Wil'ards 

... Bya course: of obterv;llions of the: 5un and mn, I determined the I:ttilude of the "iIlage 

of Ff)HI PoilJ /e to be ill 17" +1' 2cl, 1 also ob~crY~ during Ihe night from Ihe }Olh to Ihe 1 In 
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J.lanivDJd to the north by north-easl, at the dislance or six or seven leagues, Ships 

moor there cast-north-east, and WCSt south-west; when it is necessary to remain there 

some time. it 'oI'ill be proper to heave Ollt a third anchor, on the nonh_lwcsl side. 

0' Within the reef of Foul Pointe there is a small cove, in which large ships 

may enter, the bottom being from six to seven fathom. The only difficulty is to 

stretch the cables in such a manner as not to rub against the rocks ~ to be there 

in perfect sarety, iron chains are abwlute1y necessary, and Ihe vessel must be secured 

with four hold.fasts, to prevent her from sw inging . 
.. It is an easy matter to traffic for all thc necessaries that may be wanting; 3t 

the same time the inhabitants are to be mistrusted. As the port is filled wir.h banks, 

beJore you send the boat, it is proper to wait till high water. At all events, Foul 
Pointe should nO! be frequented but in the finer season of the year" as tbe reef is 

capable only of affording shelter in moderate wcather. I pas to the de_ 

.cription of the Island of Sainte .Alarie and Antongil Bay -here ships may also . . ' 
approach. 
~ .. Thirtce:n leagues and an half to the nonh.nonh-east, 5° east of Foul P ointe 

road, is the south point of the isle of Sainte Marie, situate in 11° 5' latitude. This 

island, which the natives of the country call Nossi Hibrabim. or lsle d' A.braham, 
txtends north-cast by north to 16° 3S', which is the situation of its nonhern pomt, 

The channel that divides it from Madagascar is a very fine one, and ships of 

any size may pass through it. Its narrowest part, which is about the middle of 

the island, is a league and two thirds from the point de l'Arer in Madagascar, and 

the southern point of Lhc cove of Lokim;n on the isle Sainte Marje . From the 

poim de l'Aree, there extends a bank to the east. north-cast, about the third of 

a league in length, in from two to three fathom water. The point of Lokins;n it 
also surrounded by a reef, but in the midst of a channel, whose depth is from forty 

to forty_flve fath.:Jm • 

.. The southern point of Sainte Marie is formed by a flat islet, which is separated 

by a channel, about a stOIlc!'S throw in breadth. This islet is surrounded by a reef, 

which extends near half a league to the south ; and all the eastern part of Sainte 

of July. 1157. an edip5e of the moon, ,..hich 90'11 equally observed at J,{llrseil/n, Towtone, Row,lI, 

and Bi;du" of ,..hich I have uceivtd Ihe corretpondent obW:'"ation., from whence I concluded 
that Foul Poin!, Wali 3~ 9' s· mOR to the cut than Paris, and cOnlcqurntly in .. 7· 16' IS· clut 
longitude," 
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Marie is equally inclosed in breakers. In many places off the southe:rn coast, 

there: i, eighteen o r twenty fathom water. 

" On the west side, at about two leagues from the southern point, there is a large 

cove, about a league in breadth, north~ast and south.west, and at the extremity 

of it a small islet. named the Is le au.E CaillllS, under whose I:llld small vesseb may 

find shelter. 'Vc had formed a settlement there in 1150, which the character of 
the inhabitants, jOiDCd to the unwholesomeness o f the climate, c'.)mpelled us to aban

don. In o rder to anchor in the cove, you must range along the southern side of 

Saillie Marie, in from eighteen to twenty (athom; and afler having doubled a 

large rock which is at the south. west point. you will cast anchor to the norlh of 

the Isle alII Cailies, in from eighteen to twellly fathom .... ater. In this position the 

P oi"te de t , Are' appears to the north, at the distance of rOla leagues. 

" The Bay of Antongil, called by the natives A1allgb!1./Jei, derives iu fo rmer 

name from Antollio Gillo, a Portuguese Captain, who made the first disco\'cry of 
it. It is thirteen or founeen leagues in length , from north to :tOUlh, and from seven 

• 
to eight leagues in breadth, north_east by east SO north, and louth. weat by weal 5': 

south, between Cape B el/onnes and the Point Baldricbe. In order to eqler it, you 

may range along either aide, according to the d ire:c tion of the breez.e. The de:pth 

of the: water, as well as tht: quality of the bottom, are the same in three paru of 
the bay, when the depth diminishes to th iny, twenty_five, twenty, and fiIteen 

r~om. 

_ U At the extremity of the bay there are several isletS, the principal of which is 

called Mares, or Marotte, whose extent is not more than eight or nine hundred 

fathom, from north--east to $Duth.west, and about a third of a league from the 

nearest part of the coast. It is in I tiS' latititude • 
.. To the south of it are four others of smaller dimensions, the most distant of 

which is not more than two leagues from it. The common anchoring place is to 

the north of Lhe islet Marol, at the distance of a gun.shot, and opPolile two .mall 

COVel formed by the sands, io from eleven to twelve fathom. 

" 'Vater and wood are obtained with great ease, aoo the tents are certainly more 

secure tI~ than on the main land, where: the traffic is carried on for provision •. 

The river is to the nortb.nonh~west of the islet IIlarol. Large boal$ may enter 

there, and the sea rises five feet at the new and full moon. 

" In order to get to tbe north, on leaving the Bay of AnJongil, you must range 
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along the eastern side, a\'ailing yourself at the sam~ time of the breezes and ebb 

tides, and steering towards the Point Baldr;cbe. T o the sOUlh of !,hal poim there is 

a small islet named B6~nter. to the south of which those vessels cqrne to an allcho 

which carryon the traffic of this place. The coast which extends two leagues to 

the cast, is lined by a reef about two-thirds of a league from ii, to another islet called 

:Mopattt, from '-I,hcncc the coast runs four leagues to the no-tl,.cast by north, 

and afterwards nOLth.north_cast from 3G to 4'" north, a~ far as the EUI Cape, which 

is silUale in '5° I S' latitude. As it is also lined with reefs which a:lvancc, in many 

places, t ..... o-thirds of a league into the sea, it is necessary to keep at the distance 
of a league from it, in ordc r to avoid all poHible danger. 

" From the E.ast Cape, the coast takes a ",·estcrn direction, and runs only to Ihe 

north by north·west a" WCSt, LO the Bar of f/obellJ(Jfe, si tuate in 13" 26' latitude ; from 

whence it continucs to extend, in the same linc, to Cape d' Amort', which is thc 

nonhernmost poi nt of Madaga scar, and is in 111" 5' latitude . 

• "The Bay of Plhtmorl . o r B Olli/oro, so called from the Portuguese Captain 

'who made the discovcr), of it, is nothing more than a cove, lined by a reef on 

which there arc several islets. 1L is supposed that between this bay and the Cape 

d'Ambre there are other bays, but I have never been able to procure any descrip

tion of them . 

.. I mu st also observe, respecting Ihe eastern coast of Martagascar, that Fort 

Dauphin is generally health)', in all seasons; that from Fout l"oillte, ""hich is only 

1i0 In the bad season. the country is unwholesome in proportion as it advances to 

the north; and to preserve the crew from the diseases which prevaillhcre in the 

sickly season, aftcr the end of November, care must bc taken not to permit anyone 

to Bleep on shore, and that every one should return on board at the approach or 

ni~hl . 

.. When sllips going to India do not put into Madagascar, and only pass to 

~ east, it i.!. ncce')sary to take a. view of it to rectify their course. Thus, afler 

haVing rcached, as I have al~ady said, the parallel of is'' of latitude, if: by making 

good the course to the north during the day, and the nOflh_north.C'an during the 

'night, you should gCt to ISO of lati tude, without sccing Madagascar, which would 

be the effect of a difference to the cast," then you must Sleer to the we&t-nonh.west~ 

.. . I am ",nsible thlt tloeK differences are r:ll'e, and that they are ohener fouod 10 the wnnratd 
rban the tut'Nard. The f}lample of the ship La Paiz, in 1749. whicb made tbe land to tbe lOutb 
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till you gc:t a sight of it; and havi ng neara:l the land at the distance of rour leagues, 

YOli must st reIch all till you sec Cape d'Ambre, 
" The currents at the opening of the cape, take their course with great rapidity 

towards thc wt'st, so that the ships wh ich aTC bound to Qucrimbe or ltfozambique. 
ill passing to the north of Madagasca r, must reckon on a difference loward, the 
weSl, proportioned to the lime employed ill the passage. Many voyagers have 

fo und it twemy leagues in (wemy_four hours. An inaucntion to this circumstance 

has indeed proved falal 10 sC\"c ra\ VCS,\e!s, who ha\'c run upon the coast of Africa 

during the night, when it was supposed lhal they were at a considerable dillaner: 

from it. 

" As to the ve:sscls which proceed to India, after having made Cape d'Ambre, 
they mu st make good their course duc north, and continue it l:11 within SO of latitude : 

they must arterwards proceed to the north-east, as r~r as the Equinoctial line, when 

the course must be regulated according: to the principles laid down in Ihc beginning 

or this instruction." 

or }.fozambique, to Ihe islet Mlljirnrlle. sitUille in 16° '18' latitude, alld 310 ,o' iongitude. whilt! its 

reeli;.onin& WOI$ in ¢D )0' longitude. i, singulil r in its killd; and .... hatever might be the cause of 

Iueh an error; wben. by an uaITIlna, ioll, ill the journill of 'hil .hip. of the nri:uionl which were 

dilily observed, even at the Jllnd.f"JI. it " ,UII ilppear very u traordinary, that it had 110t been 
diswyen:d long before, that it had nOI got sufficiently to the eastward ; and that it wa, in the 
Mozambique ch:lIInel, rather thiln 10 the rut of Mad.igascar." 

• 

• 

I 
Yy 
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CHAPTER XV. 

']be Course, on leaving tbe I slu oj Frpnce and Bourbon fo proceed 10 India, during 
tbe South_west Monso(1Il.-Tbe Course, Jrom ll¥ Cape oj Gooa' H ope to I ndio, 

during tbe &utb_west Monsoon, passing to tbe East, Qlld i" &gbt oj tbe 

Island Rodriglte::.-Voyage 10 india during tbe North-east M011S001l. 

"A T the commencement of our navigation to India, the ships bound thither from 

the Isle of BOUl'bun, generally held the great course which passes to the cast of the 

lsJes, and ayoided the dangers which are known to prevail in the Archipelago to the 

nonh.casl of Madagascar. For that purpose it is necessary to leave the r~ion of 
the general winds, in;mJcr to attain that of the variable ones., and to gCI afterwards 

to the casL, so as to be able, with the general winds from the south-east to the caSl, 

to make the land of the Island of Ceylon. Th is course employs a very COllsiderable 

portion oflimc, aDd generally occupies two monlhs: some ships have indeed, though' 

very seldom, made it ill a shaner period. · 

... I n the year 1719, Ihe new clSllndia Company having entruHC'd to my father, M. d'Aprt. 

de Biangy, the commllnd oflhe fim shipl whicb it sent to the Judin , with the tide of Counsell Of 

ill die Suprrior Council , he filled Ollt at H:l.Wre the ship It Solidt, on board of which I Inade my 

first voy;ge, in the qualiry of Honorary Ensign . 

.. We deparled fronl the road of Ha~re on the lith of DeccmMr, and after having been obliged 

to I)UI into Falmouth. on the English coaSt, from contrary winds. we continued ollr N llr5C. We 

Cr()!:~ tm: Equ[nocliallineon the 181h of Febrllary. 1 7 ~O. 190 to the west of the meridian of Paris; 

we doubled Ihe (,;I'pe" of Good Hope: on the 17t h of April. and on Ihe 8th of May we alTi~eq al the 

hie of Bourbon. We remained there lilI the 7.9th of the s.ame month , when we "iled from the 

road of St. Palll, with Illch a favOllrable wind, that on the following day we paned six lcagun to 

Ihe IOUth of the hie of France, which was then known by the name of Mat-rit ius. From thence. 

having during 5eVenl days £mh gain from the north.west. to the west and lOuth, which. as is weU 

known, are \'ery uncommon in that K'lson, we got, without paning the tropic. lufliciently to the 

east, to get up afterwards to the nonhward; 110 thaI in the morning of the 2.71h of June:_ 

Dnrrd the 10Ulb part of the bland of Ceylon. ' h: or 5CVen leagues to the wes t of the great shoaL 
On the 1St of July, ill th.e e¥l;:ning, we moored opposite GOlldt{our, Ind on the following day in 
the road of Pondicherry, after a pasuge (If thirry day. from the Iste of Bourbon. I do not koow 
any ennlple of so short a plS$i1gt by the general course." 
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«The ships the Lys and the Union, commanded by M. M. de Boisriou and 

Baudran, in J 723. were the first who attempted a neyi course, on the report of some 

pirates who, having fled la, and being established under a general pardon at the Isle 

of Bourbon, offered 10 conduct them. One of them, whose name was Walkin, wa.s 
chosen on this occasion. 

U These two ships set sail from St. Paul, ill the Isle of Bourbon, on the ud of 

August, and at six P . M. were from fourl.een to fiheen leagues to the soutb_ea51 by 
IOlIIh of the middle of the island. On the 27th they made Madagascar, in 13- of 

latitude, and discovered that the nono pan of that island was marked on the chan of 

Pietergoos sixty leagues 100 much 10 the cast. From lhis view, they first made good 
their course to the nonh, and afterwards to the north_north~east. They passed the 

Equinoctial line on the 4th of September, ill 490 of cast longitude, without ~eing 

Jea" d!! Nov!!, or any of the AmirmJt!!J, which they ought 10 have fallen in with. 

according to thc ancient ch.ms. On the 20th of the same month they made the 
coast of Malabar. At length, on the 6th of Octobt:r, these ships arrived at POI~

dicherry . 
.. From that time this track has been followed by all our ships. I t is nevertheless 

to be remarked, thaI those. who have laken their point of departure tOO much to the 

soUlh, where the coast of _Madagascar projects towards the east, as ..... ell as those who 

look their course north by cast, have either folllcn in with the Twelve Islands, or the 
Isle Sai/lt Pierre. It appears thc~rorc that the northern track is indi!!pensable. 

II Although t.his track has always succeeded, as it n::(luires a circuit of SO west 

longitude on quiuing the Isle of France to go to Madagascar, and of So to t~ east 

to regain the meridian of the place of departure, a more direct track would be pre-

ferable; and it would accordingly be better to cross this Archipelago from north to 

south, as I t can be done without augmeming the risk of the passage. This was pro

poSed by M. Ie Chevalier Grenier. who himself found it successful. as well as many 

other ships: and if to this course is added that of Admiral Bosca .... 'en. as well as that 

' which I held on board the .hip the Montaran, which take much more towards the east, 

~ l will appear, that Ihis A rchipelago is by tlO means slich as it has been represented 

on the old chans. If there are the same number or islands, and the dangers are equal. 

their position. as well as their dimensions are very diRerent. The very correCt ac

counts which have, within these few years, been communicated by the voyages of 

M.le C hevalier Grenier, of M. du R oslan, and M. de K,erguelen, ""ho were expressly 

Yy. 
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employed 10 verify (he possib ility of this course; have afforded .mfficiellt directions 
to navigate it in future with a greater degree of security .• 

" It might be added, thaI on leavi ng the Isle of France, you win pass to the 

west of the Banks of Nazareth. if you make good a north course, ..... ithoul gelling to 

the cast, till \\·ithin 10" 30' latitude, \I'hen you will make the Isle Agolega. On 

taking a departure from the l slc of BOUI bon, you should make good your course 

north by north_cast . 
.. The Isle, o r rather the hIes Ago/rga, as there arc two, south-cast and norlh· 

wc=st from each other, and joined by a bank of sand or a reef, 3rc situate in 10° 25', 

or t CO ao' latitude, and in 54° J 5' longitude. They are 10\\', bill covered with wood ; 

so that they may be easily Jislingui~hcd at the distance of five leagues. The nonh. 

ernmost, which is the largest, may be about a league and an half in length from 

nonh (Q soulh, and it ~ shore <ll'pcars to be sand. The ancient charts, which mark 

these isles a degree o f latitude 100 fa r north, represcnt them as being placed 011 a 

r~f; but our ships not~aving approached them but OI l ~he distance of Ihree leap ucs 

o n the west side, the extent of the reef could 110 1 be dete rmined, tlor whelher the 
islands are accessible . 

.. Afler making the heighls of the Isles of Agoiega, the course must be made 

good 10 the north by Borth.east till within SO of latitude. In proceeding to the 

norlh, lhcre are !ide_ways which TUr. wilh great "iolence, and apparently towards the 

west.north.west. II may be conjectu red that they are the waters which pass off from 

betwer-n the Banks of Nazaredl and tha t of &Iya de 1I1ajba, which set 10 the west_ 

ward; differences also aTe sometimes fo und On rhat side. 

II The Choiscul frigate, comma nded by M. Ie Floch de la Carriere, U\ los.ing 
sight of Agalega, havin g made good her course north by north_cast ,/' east, struck 

soundings Coil the south-cast ,ide or tile hies of :hlabr, in 5" 49' latitude: but as this 
bank does not comain any 6hoal in this part, if a bOllom should !>c found there, it 

would be sufficient to sleer casl-nonh-easl, ill order to quit it. The only danger 

that may be encountert!d, o n taking the course to lhe north.north.east, is the Bank 

de La Fortune, on which M. de Kerguelen moored, and where he ,thought he 

• To these '1Il1horities should be added that of M, de Coeti.y~ £llijgn in the King" Reel, and 

Commander of lhe siIi li the hie dt Prance, who was supported in:r. luperior mlnner by M. d'H~6. 

in hi. pUs:I&:e from Ihe hi" de Frallce 10 tile Manillas; ,ince. though be left the Isle of "'rallce 

in the mOlltb of June ( 1771), he stood almost due: nordl 10 lhe heights offhe: Isle: of Milbl. 
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laW the sea break; but though its extent is not clearly determined. as its latitude on 

the southernmost side is known to be 7° 301/, it will be proper, in order to avoid all 

danger, to pass it only in the day. 

" When you have gained 5° of lalilUde, you will take your course to tbe north

east, toward s the Equinocliallinc; and afterwards to the points of the wind. which 

will suit the place of your destination. 

Coursejrom the Cape oj Good Hopt to India, Ftc . 

.. I n the instructions how to proceed from the Cape of Good Hope. or from the: 
soundings of the Bank des AiglfilJet, to the Isle of France, I have advi5cd to gctto 

the eastward on the parallel Ixtween 33" and 36" oflatitudt, till by 5s"oflongitudc1 

and not to gain the latitude of 270" but under the meridian of ti.e Isle RlJdriguI:::, in 

order to prevent any great errors in the reckoning: but as in the present case the 
object is to make the latter, it is necessary to take precautions relati\'eto its situation, 

iQ getting more to the east , and proceeding afterwards so as to get, according to th; 

reckoning. eighty leagues 10 windward of that island. 
" As a sight of Rodriguez is essential to the course that is here proposed, when 

you are at its ocigllt. and certain, from the variation, that YOli are to lhe east of it, 

you will steer to the west, in ordtr In mak.e it. 
" 00 being fwe or six leagues to the east of this island, YOll will make good your 

course north by nonh~asl , io order to pass to the cast 01 Corgtldos Garayos, the s.hoal 

Sw',,1 Br.Jlldoll, and the Bank of Saya de Malba. This coune IGay then be con

tinued to the Equinoclialline, and from thence, ordered in such a manner as the final 

destination of the \'oyage may require. 

" In making this course, it is necess<l;,ry to attend with great vigilance to the ap ... 
p roach of the ialimde of the islands, and the dangers that may be encountered. as~ 

during the season of the somh_east winds to the south of the line, the currents ru n 

lO'Na rds the wesl, and frequently to the north_west. The island known in these seas is 

that of Roquephe, situate in 100 30' latitude; and the only memoir respecting it, is 
tbe account which j ohn Davis has given of ii, in the journal of James Lancaster, who 

cbmmandcd four English ships, in 1601. He says, that baving lett the Hay of 

AlJtfJllgil, on the 6th or March, and traversing this Archipelago, he round himselr 
on the 16th, in sight of the island of Roqllepi%, of whose beauty and appearance he 

gives an animated description. The boats which were sent to discover an anclJorage 
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near this island, found the depths so great, that the ships did not attempt to come to 
an anchor off il. ! 

"The Ponugucse chans of Alcixo ela Mota. mention another island of the same 

name, situate in 6" of latitude. He says that be saw it; that it is smail, )0"", and 
('o\"crcd wilh wood; and that six leagues to the south-west there are three liule islets, 
vc=ry flat, with a few trees 011 them, which lay from east to west . If ' thc error in 
the latitude of these islets is the same 35 in those v.hich we have seen, the), would be 
1 '" more soulhv.'ard. It is necessary, therefore, thai those ..... ho may pass these seas, 
should take care nOl to fall in with them during the night . 

.. I shan observe in general, that in lra\'crsing this Archipelago, panicu!ar attention 
should be given, both in the morning and evening, to Ihe flight of cenain birds, 

,which roosl on Ihe land, and who seldom Oy far from it; as IhegoilleJles grises 
and blanches, the pOllles 11/{l/It'CS, the!ollx, and the pai/k ell clll, which arc found there 

in great numbers. Tbr:y arc seen in the morning coming from the land, and in 

the e\'ening returning to it: so that the direction of their flight indicates, in a great 

fue:asure, its situation. 

Of The POrluguese have al ..... ays paid great attention, as 'till to the flight ofbifd~ 

as their kind, and even to the quality of the sea-weed, in order to bnnine the seas 

where they happened to be. Their cham afC full of disstrtations and remarks on 

those particulars; which, however. have not appeared sufficiently importanltoenter 

into a dct.1il of them. 

" The course which 1 have just considered and explained, appea rs to me to be 
l)1'eferable to the general track; because, in the fir$( plaet:, it does not require the 

ships 10 get two hundred and thiny laguu more to the east. in seas where the 

,·iolel;ce and \'ariClY of the winds. and the agitation of the waters, expose them to 

frequcot accidentJ'; and .secondl),. by getting up to the northward, the land-faJ! of the 

I sle of Rodrigue% i.s a point of comparison correctly determined, 'which regulates 

the remaining part of the passage: whereas in the general track , there is no point 

to which the navigator can refer, and in ~'hich it has happened to many ships in 

this season to get among the Maldive hlallds, o r to the We5t of Ceylon, while they 

ought, on the contrary, to make the .southern part of lhat isJand, when the soulb

west monsoon prevails in the l ndian .cal. 
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Voyage to l" dia during Jbe North.lost Alonsoon. 

fC Having considered the different courses that may be taken, while the lOuth.west 

mo nsoon prev ails in the Indian sea, it remains fo r me I'o point out those which 

IIhould be preferred, when the north-easl monsOOIl bas succeeded to it, to get eithe, 
to the Malabar coast , or that of COTomandcl. 

" On leaving the Cape of Good H ope. the gentral course, which I have desc ribed 

in the preceding article, must be kept as ra r as the tTopic of Capncorn, from whence 

the cour~ mun be made good, north by north.eas!" in o rder to p .. ss the Equinoctial 

line in 85° longitude. From this position, if the winds should be nonh-east, you will 

be sufficiel1t1y to the windward 10 make the Isle of Ceylon ; and metching along 

this island towards the west, you will arri ve at the place of your destination, whether 

it be to the coast of Malabar, Goa, Bombay, or Sural; according to the instruction 

which win be found in my Charts of India . 

« I f the season should be more advanced. so that the west winds blow to the 

IOUlh of the Equinocliallinc about two hundred leagues to the cast of R odr;g 1It'.t'; 

it will be sufficient to stee r north·east by north ; 50 that with the westerly winds, 

which always blow in ' or 90 oflatiLUde, the course may be 50 held as to cross 

the Iioc: as much to the eal'it as m .. y be necessary . 

• j Ships bound to the coast o f Coromalldel. which may be neared after the 25th 

of D ecember, must pass the line in 90° or 92° of 10ngiLude. to be able afterwards, 

with the north.east wind~ which prevail on the northern coast, 10 hold a course, 50 

as to fall in with the wind of the place to which they are destined . 

•• 'When s.hips leave the Isles of Fr~ nce and Bourbon, to proceed to the Indies in 

the lauer season, that is, from the month o f November to that of April, they 8ene~ 

rally take the common course ; and fo r that purpose streich avo'ay, with the assistance 

of the ge neral winds, to the south, in ordcr to gain thc variable winds, with which 

they get sufficiently to the east ; so as by gw ing up towards the north, to pass the 
Equinoctial enough to the east to reach the pl aces of tbeir dcstinalion. 

If Such is the course which voyagers have hitherto pursued, without reOecti ng. 

probably, that the west winch which blow in lhe same season 10 the south of Ihe 

Equator, would procure tbe means of shortening it from at least seven to eight hun

dred leagues. Perhaps, the sight of the isles, which the old charts suppose to be to 

me south of the Maldive hlands, might induce nav igators to apprehend they shou ld 
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meet with difficulties and dangers in crossing them; but wh::' I\!Ver lheir reasons may 
ha\'c been, though a regular exami nation would have been sufficicrt to ove rt urn 

them, they did not prevccl M. 1c Chcvi11icr Grenier from rcndtring th is iAlpor~ 

tant service to navigation. He proposed this course, and executed it with success, in 

rhe King's frigate 13 Belle j)oule. H avi ng gOL into 89- of longilUde. he passed the 

line on the lwcnry-eighth day of his departure. I , 
f< The ship Je Caslries, commanded by M. de 'Vinslo\\', which Jert the Isle of 

France in December, did not occupy more than twenty-seven days in getting within 

'ight of Ceylon. The ship the: Biell_venu, Captain ;"1. Violette, followed the same 

track, while another vessd, which took the general course, in the shortest ..... ay, 

employed two months in guing to r ondicherry . These examples evidently prove 

that the ne ..... track ouglll 10 be preferred. 

(I For this purpose it is necessary, on taking departure from the Isle of France 

in the mOllths of November, December, January, February, and even in the be
ginning of March, tt follow the track which 1 have marked out for the south.we5t 

,monsoon, as far as 5" of lati tude ; to follow towards the e I the par"lIel between 

4" and 4" 4.0' latitude; and to get up sufficiently to the east, i o rder to cross the 

Equinoctial lioe, conformably to Ill(: final object of the vo_c. 

0< The same course may be adopted in going from the Cape of Good Hope. 

when the $Cason does nm allow of reaching Ind ia but during the nonh.east O1on-

5OOf1, when you must make the Isle R odrigue,,; from whence you will neer )'our 

course north by nonh-east, as far as the paranel between 4" and 4· 40" which must 

be continued to the east, as I have already observed. 

" Though I am persuaded that there is no danger betwO!n tile parallel of ,." and 
that of a", nevertheless, till my opinion is confirmed by actual experience, .I shall

not be perempto'f in recommending voyagers to frcquem it. Whenever an isla nd , 
is perceived, it ~-bou ld not be con~ide red as attended with danger, if the latitude of 

its si tuation is known; and if the longitude of it be determined, it becomes even a 
nece:uary point of d irection. 

" I ~lieve that it would be well, in following this course, not to app~oach the 

line in leu than 2D of latitude, to avoid the changes, storms, and calms. which mWl 

be occasioned by the differelll directions of the winds." 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

EX/facJ from the Regis/ers of the R oyal Academy oj Marine, -"{arch 9. 1115.
On the Archipelago to tbe North (wd Nortb.east oj ftfadagascar.-Observa_ 
tio/IS on the Chart oj Ibe frIes and tbe D OlllfUS cO/JIIte/cd 7.vitb them, 10 lhe 

N orth.east of Afadag ascar, IIf;iwem tbe fourth and eighth D( g-rce of Soutb La_ 

titude, aud the sixty. eighth (/lid sevcflfy..Jiflb of E ast Longitude. The two last 

A rticles extracled/rom the Supplement if M. d'Ap,es . 

.. M . D'A pR£S has divided his work into several Sections: the treAtise on the 

Currents accompanies that oflhc Winds. Arter having ackno .... ·ledged that the din~c

lion of Ute currents depends, in some measure, on the impulse of the winds, and 

consequemly changes ..... ith (he monsoon , M. d' Apres remarks that their force is 

more perceivable in the vicinity of land, and that thcir direction is al most alway\ 

subordinate to the position of the coasts, capes, and islands which they encounter. 

Hence he is led 10 desr.nbe what is most dese n 'ing of not ice on this subject; and 

speaks of the monsoons and currt:nts on the coast of Africa, Arabia, Persia, Hin.

dostan, the Laquedive Isles, the Gulf of Manar, and the Island of Ceylon. He 

remarks, that the currents sct into the Red Sea whenever they run out of the Gulf 

of Persia; and that, on the contrary, they set into the Gulf of Pehia whenever they 

run out of the R ed Sea. 

I< M. d ' Apres enters into a still more panicular detail of what relates to the coast 

of Coromanclcl, and other places in the Gulf of Bengal; and has written some 
remarks on the navigation of this gulf, which lire well worthy of attention ; from 

thence he passes to the Gulf of Siam, the seas and coasls of China, and the Bor_ 

nean, Phillipine, and Molucca lsland~ i when he points out the currcms, monsoons, 
and some ph3!J1omena connected with them . 

.. This treatise on the winds which prevail in the Eastern Seas, is terminated by 
the signs of sea and land breezes, that are generally found near the CoaslS of which 

he has spoken, when the monsoon is towards its conclusion; and continue till the 

opposite monsoon succeeds, and has acquired sufficient strength to overcome thcmJ 

and maintain its rcgular point. 

Zt 
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U There is also it memoir on the Archipelago of I sle~, and their concomitant 
dangers, which extend along the north and north-east side of Madagasca r. The reo 
marks arM. d' Aprcs on the position afme Isles of France and BouTlion, with respect 
to India, and the frequent necessi ty of dispatch in the communication between them, 

~med to determine the advantage that would be derived from a knowledge of this 

Archipdago; nevertheless, no attempt was made to obtain it till (he year 1742, by 

M. Mahe de 1a Bourdonnais, Governor of the Isles of France: and Bourbon; but he 

was intemJpted in his scheme by the war of 1744, and his recall 10 France put an end 

&0 every thing which he had projcClcd to fo rward that useful and important o~jcct. • 
.. The danger of passing through this Archipelago to get 10 India was so generally 

believed, that the apprehensions o f ordinary navigators on that subject. we re not 

f'emo\'ed even by the example which Admiral Boscawen gave in 1748, when he got, 

by tbis course. in a vcry short time from the heights of the Isle of France to I ndia, 

with a (lcet of twenty-six sbips. M. d' Aprc5, however, rent'll'ecl tilt track of the 

British comma nder it( 1754, on board the Monlaran; and ill J 758, the snow Rubi, 

~50 crossed this Archipelago, and followed the new course, which shom'ned the 

" o),age upwards of Ihrcc hundred leagues. 

II T he success of tbese attempts, which was surely a sufficient authority for adopt~ 

ing them. did not produce any immediate change in the general voyage to India; 

and the ships from Europe continued the same course as had been followed since 

the year J 72.2 . 

'" At length. in the year 1767. the Chevalier Grenier, who commanded the 

corvette j'lIeure du Berger, being protected by the M ini ster, and assisted by the 

Chevalier des Roches, formed the project of making such discoveries in thcse seas, 

as to rt'nder them bcucr k.nown far !.he &even l purposes of navigation . 

.. Tht" Chevalier Grenier auociated with him the Abbe Rochon, to superintend 

the astronomical observations: and his voyage, which wa, CroWlled with i>t1cccss. 

has supplied a great dea l of useful intelligence, which forms a part of the memoir of 

M. d'Aprcs. After him M. du Roslan conunued these disooveries, and ful filled his 

object with great attention and correctness. His observatianll and remarks are 

also inlCrted in the ~me memoir; and his infonnation respecting the Archipelago 

of Madagatcar i. so well e Slabli lihed, as to leave no doubt of the adva ntage of that 
course 10 India. 

" M. d 'Apre, proceeds to describe the course from the hies of France and Bourbon 



HISTORY OF MAUR ITIUS. 355 

to India, during the south-weu monsoon. He mentions, that at the commencement 

of the trade between France and the East Indies, the ships employed in it always 

took what bas si nce been called the grand track: by which is understood, tbat they 
~gan to stand to the south, to gel from the region of the general winds, into that 

of the variable ones, with which they would gCt sufficiently to the cast. so as to be 

able, by stretching to the north, and re_entering the region of the ge neral winds at 

south.cast by east, to make the land of the Isl and of Ceylon . 

.. Jt was in 1723. that the ships the Lys and the Union attempted a new cour.se, 

on the report of certain freebooters, who, having received a pardon, were established 

in the Isle of Bourbon. These two ships left St. Paul on the ud of AuglL~t; on 

the 27th made Madagascar, in 13° of latitude; crossed the line on the 4th of Sep

tember, in 49° of longitude ; fell in with the coast of Malat>:tr on the 20th or the 

same month; and, on the 6th or October. arri\'ed at Pondicherry. This was no 

inconsiderable advantage, since the passage by the great track generally occupied 

two months, Thi s cour.~, therefore, has si nce becn g~crally followed . 

.. M. d 'Aprcs, nevertheless, remarks, that Ihi s new course requi res a circuit o f 

8° of longitude towards the west, in order to ncar the Isle of Madagascar, and con: 

sequently eight other degrees towa rds the east, to regain the meridian of the place 

of departure. II would thcrefOJe be much more advantageous to foUow the more 

direct course, which has been already mcntionffl, by p.assing the Archj~Jago of 

M adagascar. It is the same which M.1e Chevalier Grenier, Lieurenant in the Royal 

Navy, had proposed; and M. d'Aprcs does not hesitate to dccl.m·, thaI the cor_ 

rect accounts which havc, during some years past, been obtained by the voyages or 

M. Grenier. as well as or M . M. du R oslan and de Kerguele n, ",bowere also officers 

of marine, and exprt~ly sent to ve:rify the possibility or this course', ronn a body 

of instructions for the secure: navigation cf it. 

.. It is from tbeir observations, that be: has marke:d out the course which vessels 

nuty follow, in selling sai l [rom the Isles of France o r Bourbon, tbey must pass, tint 
to the we:st of the Banks of Nazareth, and arterwards make the Isle of AgQJ~ga; 

from thence they should steer north by nonh-c:ast, as rar as SO or south latitude, and 

aftt:rwards stretch to the north-c:ast, in order to cross !.he line, and then choose the 

course 'VI'ruch suits' the: 6nal obje:ct of the voyage. 

'f M. d'Apres does not forget 10 mention a bank discovered by M. de Kergudcn~ 

which may be encountered in thls track; nor ought we to withhold our OiIpplawe 

Z •• 
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for his suggestions rcspccting the newsity of a\'oiding this bank, and the precaution 

he recommends of nOl getting into its latitude during the night. at least till its extent 

is known, and its position more correctl), determined. 

"In the last place, M. d'Aprcs speaks of the voyage 10 India during the north_ 

east monsoon; and this important article merits the \!tmost attention o f navigators; 

particularly respecting a course which he explains, and by which seven o r eight 

hundred leagues will be: saved. For this abbreviated course, navigation is indebted 

to M . Grenier, who proposed and executed it in the King'" frigate, la Belle Paule. 

Hav ing gOI up to the cast, as far as the eighty_ninth degree oflongitude, he crossed 
the line the lwcnty-eighth dar afler his departure from the Isle of France. The ship 

the Castries. commanded br ?\.1. Win510 .... ' ...... hich <Iuiued the Isle of France in 

December, got in sight of Ceylon on the twenty~seventh day from its departure; 

and the ship the Biell-"enu. commanded by M. Violette. followed the same track. 

" M. d'Aprcs. who suffered no opportunity to pass of addil)g to the util ity of 

his work, has conc\u.4ed his instructions, of which we have given some accoun!, 

rNith the translation of a memoir of Mr. Dalrymple, upon a Chart of the Chinese 

'seas. which makes a part of the Oriental Neptune. The perusal o f this memoir 

will inspire a confldcnee in the Cbart. And we take this opportunity of observ ing. 

that aU those who form chans, or correct them, will decei\'c thcmselves if they sup
pose, that judicious and expe rienced voyagers will have' any confidence in Lhem, 

if tbey arc not supported, justified, and confirmed by concomitant memoirs. 

On the Arcbipdogo to tbe Nortb, alld North-east oj Madagascar . 

.. 1 have suppressed in the corrected Chan, the two banks of N azareth, wbieh do 

not exist, accord ing to the tra cks of several ships wbo have endeavoured to dis

cover them. The only bank they met with, is thal whieh runs along to the north 

of the I sles of Ca.¥gtldos Garayos, <llId extends to the north. without presenting any 

danger,to 13° 38' 1.000iturle. According to the journal of M. Daniel Savari. second in 

command of the private ship the Esperance, in returning from the Isle Zan::ibar to 

the hIe of France, in 1715. they sounded the bank of &,4 de :A/olba, in the lati_ 

lude of 9° 26', and passed along it going to the southward till they arrived in 11 ° 34' 

iatitude, where no botlorn could be found; and. cOlllinuiog the !arne cou rse, they 

did not come to $Cundings on the bank. which runs along to the nonh of CorgtIdDJ 
Gara):os.lill they gOt into 13° 38'. 
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" M. Rcnauil, captain of the Etoile, also fell in with tbis same bank of Saya de 
:A1.fllba, in 1775, and. after havi ng lost its soundings, made the h Ies of CorgadoJ 
!..?arayos. These aUlhorilics seemed to justify me in marking on my chan the 

s;ounding.s of these banks, of whose fonn I am altogether ignorant, as well as their 

C~tCIll from can to west, which I have given conformably to the old charts. 

" I have traccd the Isle of Jeoll de Nove, according to the plan wh ich has been 
.' I~\id down by M. MargaTo, who commanded the brig the Etoile, in 1776. T his 
~aviga to rJ o n leaving J ean de Nove, fen in with the Isle de la Pravidenct; and on 

,/ Iosing sight of that island, he fell in with the Isle Alphonso, 10 the south_west o( 
which, a t the distance of five leagues, there are tWO islets, surrounded with a reef. 

6tretehing from east to wcst . 
" M . Chotard, an officer on board the ship Pondieherry, says in his journal, that, 

in his voyage to India, they fell in with a small island, which he believes to be the 
Isle &inte Pierre, in gO 25/ latitude ; and about eight leagues to the east-nonh-east, 

they saw another island. He passed along tbe middle of the channel between ~e 

two islands, without finding any bottom. • 

On the Cbart of tbe lsla"ds and Da"gert rituate 10 the Norlh-ead oj Madagascar . 

btlu'tul tbe fourtb and eigbth D egrees Of Soutb Latitude, and the sixty-eigbJb 

o"d sevtlltyliftb of Eart ungi/ude. 

" From the examination whieh I have made of the course of severol ships. 

nnd thejoumals that have been sent to me, since I have published my Neptune, 1 
have discovered that the I slands ofCbagas, and D iego Garcia are one and tbe same~ 

and that the error proceeded from the observation which had been made there in 

17691 compared with that which had been made on board the ship the Pitt, in 1763. I 
have thought it necessary, therefore, to lay down a new chart of the islands, and 

dangers, which make a part of the Archipelago to the north-east or Madagascar. 

If For the construction of this Chart, I have availed myself of the position of six 
uland., whole longicude has been determined by the eclipse of we moon, whieh 

wu observed on board tbe ship E gmont, the 22d of November, 1760, being about 

tal leagues to the: west of me meridian of these isles ; a correspondent observalion 

was made at Paris I according to which, these isles art in 69° 7' 80" east longi tude. 

Their litilude u in 6° a .. / south. On board the same vesseJ, several other j,le. 
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were seen at sunset, to the nonh..easl, which other ,'csicls have fane'n in 
jn this chart are named the Trois Frertt. 

,< In 1171, the corvettes, I'Heurc du Berge r and )'Etoile du Malin, fd! n 
with six isles, as well as a pan of !he Trois FrueI: the course: that was taken w 

they lost sight of them, to the Isle of Diego Garcia, determines the t.>9sition of 

latter, which is confirmed by the almost direclll1lck of tbe Bouffonne, in 1777. T is 

corvcltc being off the southern point o f the southernmost of the Trois Freres. tI e 

latitude WiUi observed to be in 6' 19' south. Having cOIl\inucd its course to Ihq; 

SOUth~SOUlh-cast five leagues and an half, it neared the Six Islands in the latitude of " 

6° 34' south, and proceeding in the same track till 7° !lO' somb latitude, it stood to 

the cast six or seven leagues. Land was then visible at about seven leagues distance. 

and at noon they surveyed thc southern poim of D ;'go Garcia to the east, and the 

point to the nonh_nortn_cast by north, 3- cast, at the di.ulIlcc of abom five leagues. 

They then Sleered to t~ nonh, and north by north.east, to gel to the north of the 
Isle, and to elller the bay where they came to an anchor. 

, " J n J 775, the ship the Calcutta, after having found a boltom, fell in with tbe 

:trois Frerts, in the same latitude as the preceding ships. The longitude, on 
getting sight of lhese islands, by an observation made from the distallce of lhe sun 

and moon, differs 33' to the west, from that delennined by the eclipse of the moon 
'on the 22d or November, 1760. 

f( In J 747, the ship the Kerkuyk saw the same islands. 

" It appears by the latitude lbat was observed on board the Grantham, in J 7i8~ 

that the islands which were surveyed to the wcst, and south.west, are the Trois 
Frtrer, and that standing \0 the lIonh, they fell in with shoal water, in SO 48' 
",um 

., The SIX Islands were also $('Cn by the ships l'Aigle and Duc d'Orleans, in 1757. 

By the description qiven ill the journal of the last ,"ip, it cannOt be doubted that 

they are the same which werefa1len in with by the ,hip' J'£gmont, I'Heure du Berger, 

J'ELOile c:!.u Matin,and la Bouffonne. 

" In 1763, the mip Pitt fell in with the Six lslaods, and Diego Garcia, or CbogiU. 
Though tbe longitude of this island on the chan, is not the same as that which is 

given to it by the: observation made of the clista.nce of the sun and moon on board wi. 
ship, the: difference il llIJ more than 46' west. The difference which resulta from 
the observation made in 1769 by I'Heure du Berger, it more coaaiderable, bciaa: 
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t· 50' east. The longitude which has been assigned in this chart to Diego Garcia., 
appears to be the most probable. For, ~rst. it has been determined by an almost 

direct course of two ships,Jrom the Six Islands, to this island. Secondly. in ! 749, 

the ship the Griffin, having fallen in with Diego Garcia, stee red to the nonb; 

when scv('ral islands, which will be described hereafter, were seen to tIle' west, ill 
the latitude of 5" IS' south; and continuing its course to the northward, soundings 

were struck On the bank called the Speaker. Now, according to the construction 

of this ('han, the Speaker bank was found in 70° 25' longitude south of Paris; and 
the observation of the distance of the sun and moon, made on board tbis ship, places 

the Speaker bank in 10° 37' longitude, in lhe u rne meridian. The difference of 

12', which resulu from this construction, is tOO inconsiderable to leave any doubt 

as to the position that has been given, as well \0 the Six Islands, and Diego Garcia, 
as to the Speaker bank. 

"10 '775, the schooner the Cheval Marin, arter having taken sounding3 on the 

Speaker bank, fell in with the same islands which the ship tbe Griffin found to the 
• 

louth-west of the Speaker bank. I ts course was continued to the south, with tht 

hope of falling in with Cbagas, but without success. II is to be presumed, therefore, 

that when they were in it~ latitude, they had got more to the west than they had 

reckoned, which accounu for their not having .seen it. They then sleered their 

course to the west, in order to find Diego Garcia; and they run eighty leagues on 

this parallel without falling in with any land ; which evidently proves that DiegD 
Garcia, and Cbagas, are but one and the Slice island. Having nlis-ed Cbagas, they 
would have found Diego Garcia, if there bad been two islands on this panlleL 

u ]n 1776, the ship Salomon, steering 10 the east in 5° 6' somh latitude, fell In 

with the hies B ourdt and Salomon, so called from the names of the ship, and the 

Captain, who took the bearings or it. Having made twelve leagues to the cast ... 

nonh-easl, from the point where the bearings were taken, he found himselr on the 

SOUtllC!" edge of the Speaker bank, in t 55' soUlh latitude, from whence he con ... 

Itnucd his COunt to the cast, without seeing any land. These islands, which the 

ship Salomon found in 5° 6' latitude, are the same which were seen to the south_ 

west of the Speaker bank, by the Griffin, and the Cheval Marin. 

" The Peres Bn"bos Islands arc placed in this chart conformably to the track 

()f the Elil.a.bclh, in J 144, and in the longitude that was taken on getting sight or 
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these islands, which may be a continuation of the little Archipelago of the blands 
Bourd~ and Salo·mon. 

" The lalitude observed on descrying these islands, which the sbi the Admiral 

Pocock fell in with in these seas in J 763. and ,he dcta.i1s found in its journals, 
induce us to presume tbat they are tbe Peros Ballbos lsles, which had been already 

sce::"The same opinion may be entertained respecting the island which' was perceived 
by the ship Cornish. in 176!!:. and was probably the sOli lhermno,t of these i~lands. 

~< The corvents I'Heure du Berger and the Verd Galant. in 1769l and the ship 

Pelham, in 1745. fell in also with Diego Garcia; but thei r tracks do not in aoy 

degree determine the position of that Island. 

<I In 1757, the ~t· Ie Favori saw the Adll isla nds to the north·north.west, aud 

&OOn aflte the Candu Isles, to the somh.soulh.C8st. - The Captain bcing desirous of 

examining tbe formc::~ dispatched a canoe, with an officer and eight. men for that 

purpose. but the winds and currents compelled him to abandon them, and to co~ 

~inue hi s course to India. 

" The officer and' his party landed on the islhl)cls, and remained there three 

months, during which time they were occupied in contriving the meanS of cxtr~ea

ling themselves from their distrCued siwation. 1 n the account which he give~ of 
his abode on these islands, he observes that they arc twelve in JlUmber. enclosed 

with reefs, and about six or !eVen leagues in circumference; and that- in the middle 
or them there is a bank of a square form, "'hose circuit is aboul half a league • 

.. The ship the London, in the year 1741, fell in also wilh the C,mdu island., in 

74D 10' longitude east of Pari.. It is in this longitude that they are placed on 

Ihis CharI. They may be more 1,8 the east, but they certainly cannOI be more to 

the ,,"'cu; for if that were to, the Favori would have falleu in either with the Six 

blands, tbe &hoal of Cbogas, or Diego Garcia. 
"The Irach of the 'liips the Stringers, in J 1.12, and the Tcrrible, afford but 

,-cry uncertain conjecture .... 

.. A Dutch-built 'Vmel $0 called. 

, 
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IIISTOitY OF MAURITIUS . 

• INTRQDUC'f/O:-; 

~"lb'J0I!=;ng Chari oJlbe Elb;opian Sea. 

As il lJi "ntcessary. for the bettcr undcrstMlding ofothe extracts I have given, to 

annex a Chan of that pan of me "Indian Ocean, whicb it has been my object to 

illwtra(~1 1 have selected, by preference, that of M. d'Apres. on whose: informa

tion I have principally depended for the Maritime part of this Work, and the 

Charts of the: Isle of France. The Astronomical and Maritime Ob.servalioru of 

lhe two celebrated French Academicians, M. I' Abbe de la C.iIIc, and M. l..e Gentil, 

which I add. with ~hose of the Abbe Rochon, will still furt~r iIIUslr,ue those of 
M. d' Apnh, if recourse is also had to the learned Memoirs and Charts of Mr. 
Dalrymple, and Major Reunell. • 

A . I am not a navigalOr, and as my work is nOl designed particularly to be: • 
guide to pilots, hislory heing its principal object, I do nOI consider my.elf:u answer~ 

able lOr any errors that may be found in the .Memoirs of t~C great men I have ci~ .. 
if we CID aU ,rror. whar is merely want of rnot'C informatw>n, or of a complele 
knowWge of all the points and rock. ditpened on t~ JUrface of the universe. Such 

advantage. can only be oblamcd by lengtb of time. and by tbe indefatigable and 

auc:a:uivc dertioas or such men, encouraged. by toor go ·crnmcnu. 

n.: following paragraph, taken from lhc introduction to the "rolemotrs of Mr. 

DAlrymple, will, 1 hope. _rorc;c: aud explain this ob5Crvation. 

find many people. ,.. 1Dacc:uracy of ex~wonl 100 frcquendy call thc 

CI'fII"'l- pI:Ia publiihed by -. .y CIlAIl TS :-10 prevent me injuatice which 

• ~upaa a comparison of ,he \"arioua plawI 
.r.~ . it cannot be ., strongly _reed, 

"'" .... l)Ioft ~ .. ~ dot "".; 
whKb I ••• _0 tUg,,, ~.'" \hey 
or .be audIor." 
~ thal "'1&01 • ...,. men-

ill .d ad'!.~-.do, ... aeCClldinc'o .he """"'''' 

~..u,""'" ..... be ...... dIona. aacI 
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that the Isle of CbagoJ, represented as being in ·t 1Ij' latitude, is now con.idered •• 
one and the same with that of Diego Garcia, &c. &c. 

11 is very much to be wished that Mr. Dalrymple would give his iatc5t Charts to 

the world. )n the mean time, however, we learn with pleasure, that Mr. Arrowsmitb 

is about to publish. upon a large scale, a general Chart of the Indian Ocean, ac
cording to the recent discoveries, and corrtctiol~$1 of me most d,tinguisbcd 
navig'lloN. 

I 

\ 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Life of M. d'Aprer deMalllJtVilltlle.Knigbt oj thl Order of tbe King, Corr.,. 
pondenl oj tbe Royal Academy"oj Sciences, and Associate of tbl Royal Mari", 
Academy. 

"J 011 N Baptiste Nicolas Denis d' Aprea de Mannevillette, wu born at Havre de 
Grace, on the 11th of February, '707: hil father "''as Jobn Baptiste Clauded'Aprcs, 
Esquire and Lord of the Manor of Blangy. Captain of a .hip jn the .crvice of tbe 

East India Company: his mother was Mademoiselle Fral~coise Marion. 
Of M. d'Apres de Slangy did not confide to a 51 ranger, the important care of 

fonning the mind of his son to science, and his hean to virtue: he was himself the 
preceptor of his child; aud he fulfilled that office which affords the most sensible 

• 
delight to a parent,~ as it is the mon sacrc:d of his duties . 

• , The young d'Apres manife8t~ in his earliest years, a decided preference for 

the profession of his father, and his education was anxiously directed 10 tbat object. 

Nor was lhe parental care disappointed; for he was far advanced in lhe study of 

the mathematics, at an age when the generaJity of childrtn can scarce stammer forth 

a dead language,3ihich is of len utility to the marine, than any other profenion. 
In shon, Dever did selllimenu of enthusiasm for a maritime life appear at an earlier 

hour, and with a more decided energy. than in the character t)f M. d'.'\pres de 
Manne-villette. 

If In 11191 M. d'Apres de Slangy was appointed to the command of the SoliLle, 

which Ihe India Company had dewned for Sengal. The early age of his IOn had 

clIIIeJiMaed him to kave the boy at Havre; but his earnest entreaties prevailed, arul 

be YI'pen.icted at length to accompany hi, father; while an honorary commiuion 

of Entip ....... die !hip was obtained for him. 

It Thesdaida ~at the Isle of Bourbon for rerreshment~ and tben proceedrd 
tl) Ponc1id1err) ........ auived after a pa ... of lwtt\ty-teVcn days, having pur _ 

_ abc ...,of ~tn\I with. dog ... of celerity of which there u no o<ber 

a A. 
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" M. d' Apre. de Mannevillettc employed every moment of his voyage in making 
practical applications of the knowledge he had aheady acquired. A ,*W Career of 

slUd)' prescmL'ti itsdf to his genius, and new difficulties offered thenlklves to be: 
surmounted by bim. The theory of the young sailor was confirmed by, as it was 
consolidaltd with, progressive experience • 

.. On his return to France in '72t, he hastened to Paris, in order to pcrfctt 
himself in ast ronomy and geometry: his masters were M. M. Dc Lisle and DC$

places ; and the rapid progress which he made in both those sciences, did equal 

honour to the dispositions of the schola r and the IaICOIl of his instructors. After 
having drawn from the works of the mon eminent gromclricians, and the society 

of learned men, all tilt knowledge neceiSary LO a navig T, he departed ill 1726. 
with the rank of fourth officer on board the ship the Mareehal d'Emca, wbich the 
I ndia Company had ordered 10 Senegal and the American islands . 

.. This voyage was not fortunate: the eanhquake whicb alanned those islands 

on the 20th of Septcmb1r .. 1727, was accompanied with a dreadful hurricane, which 
Oflhet sunk or greatly injured all the vcSS(1s in those seas. The Mareehal d'Estree., 
on setting sail from the Co)'e St. Louis_ was allacked by the tcmpest: in a short 

time tbe: rigging was rendered uselcu, and the masts gave way to the violence of the 
wind. It was- perceived, at the same time, that the ship leaked j and while one part of 
the crew was employed at the pumps, the other was occupied in anempting to tow 

her to Cape Frantfois; where, after moeh fatigue and danger, she at length arrh·ed. 
In this port every exertion was made to repair tbe damages she had sustained in 
the: tempest; and she was no sooner refilled ror lea, than the unlimtted confidence 
of the Captain in tbe capacily or the pilot became more fatal than the lConD. The 

~hip had scarct cleared the port, than she wal embarrassed by the rocks of Sa 
Co/e. The young..d'Apres had fOl'e!een and forelold Ihe danger into which the 
Captain had brought himself, and pointed OUI, wilh modest con6dence, the meIbI 

of being extricated from it; but Ihe advice of a young man of twenty yean of age 
was rejected with dUdain and reproach, for attempting to direct tbOle who bMl p11WQ. 

old on the teas. The opinions of the lauer were followed I .nd abe Ihip biviaa 
aruck upon a rock, there was no rwource (or the crew to lave &helDlelvee from 
inatant death, but to ding to &he upper pan or the malta, u \be thip iaelf"~ 
.unlt. Fortanalely ,bey bad IUc«<dcd in P'"" _ ......... bcIc ...... ~ 
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by which the greater part landed on the C reat Caique. while the Captain and sixteen 
men pushed forward to gOlin the port de Paix • 

.. M. d'AprCs de Mannevillelle remai ned with those on the Caiqlle, without shelter 
of any kind, and in dauger of dying with hunger, as there was nothing to iUSlain 
him and his comp:lnionl, but a small portion of provisions which tbe sailora bad 
prtlC'rved from the fury of the waves. At length a oo.at arri ved to ,ave bim aDd 

his associates in misfortune from the fate that threatened them. 

U He now returned to France', and three yean passed away without »(ing able 

to oblain any employment from the Directors of the India Company; but as he 

was not formed for inactivity and repose. he, ~uring that time, made two voyages 

to America on hoard mercantile vessels. 

« In J 730, he wa, appointed by the Company, secor.d in command or the brig 
Ie Fier. The \'oyage he made on Ihis vessel gave him an cpponunity of ob.erving 
the coast or Africa, from Cape Blanc 10 llisseau. The remarks which he m:l(ic: in 
the course or ii, rormed the superslruclUre of that ce.lebrated work with wbich he bas 
enriched hi, country. \ . 

"011 his return lO Francc:.in 173~, M. d'Apre,rcmained some time at L'Orient, 

where he- married Mademoiselle de Binard; but Love and Hymen did not quench 
hi. prtdominant pa!l.ion. and he soon quitted the arms of his wife to follow M. de 
Tredillae to Cadiz, and rl;'OUl thence to the Madeiras: nor did he return to hi, 

country but to leave it agaiD. M, Pocreau, Captain of the CalalC!e, had received 

orders from the India Comp.my to set sail for Pondichcrry, and in his way thither 
10 pau through the Moz.ambique Straits. Such a voyage WiCl precisely caleulaled 

10 inOame lhe desires or M. d' Apre., he accordingly solicited a sHuanon on we 
Galalce, and obtained il. 

" lJe returned in J 13,5, and departed again in t 136, on board the Prince de 
CoaIi. iD me service of lhe lndia Company, of whicb he was appointed Second 

J.i .......... 
t, 10 W, VOfIF he employed Hadley'. quadrant, which had hithe:no been ex.. 

chllivcly DIed by me Eaglisb navigators, and on his return to F1'IJlCe, hi. first 

care wu 10 alate, in • public prioc. hi. high cuimation of that curious machine,; 

and by thus procurina a tepUluion to \hi. fortign invention in his coww')', he mOlY 
be uid to have added 10 ita most valuable acquisitions • 

.. The trial that be IDIde in 11{0, in IDO&ba'voyage 10 India, of a machine 1ft-
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sented to the Academy of Sciences, by M. PitOl, one of its memben, was not so 
satisfactory. The object of this invention was to measure the track of ships; but it 

did not answer the end proposed by it, and gave only a favourable idea of tbe lalents 
of the inventor. 

Of.l n all his voyages M. d'Aprcs was unceasingly employed on the imponant de.
sign which he had conceived of correCting the chans of the Indian OCt:an, and of 

the eastern coasts of Africa and. A.sia . 
• We may be assured,' sa)'1 Fonlcnelle, • thal the charts of three quancrs of the 

• globe are but rough and imperfect sketches; and that even the charts of Europe, 

• though 50 much labour has been employed on them, are rar from bdng correct 

• resemblances of the original.' "If, therefore, lhe charts of Europe received such 
an opinion of their inaccuracy from luch a man, how milch more subject to crilical 

objection must be those of India? It was to remedy so many errors, and wpkh have 

been so fatal to navibilors, that M. d' Apres, with an indefatigable zeal, collected aU 

t.he memoirs, chans, draughts, and journals, which he could obtain in the va.rious 

cOumries where be: had been; and, by comparing them with his own obser_ 

vations, he at length produced the Neptune Oriental, which holds the highest rank 

among the works that have been published on the important subject of maritime 

geography, and deserves tbe gratitude of every commercial nation . 

.. M. d'Apre~ who was as ca~r in the attainment of knowledge, as he was oeg

ligen! in the acquisition of riches, had made his voyages rather as a philosopher than 

a merchant: hi. fonune therefore was not sufficient to bear the e"pence. whieh the 
publication of rus work required. He accordingly applied to the East India Com_ 
pany, who were ultimately to reap the fruil of his labour, for .upport and ''''nance. 

They, however, required the previous approbation of the Academy of Sciences, 

'Whicb being re3d~l granted, the Neptune Oriental "aJ engraved and printed at the 

expenee of the Company. It appeared in the month of NOftfDber, 1746. and the 
King permitted the A uthor to present the. first copy to him • 

.. The eulogiums which this work received were nol confined to France: .n the 
Nvigatora and learned men or other coumriea gave the Author the moM fI.uerhIJ 
teltimon~s or their regard. But M. d'Apres .ppeared to be: more amdouI to IIIIiil 
-Wlausc by a continuance of his exmion .. than to sit doWn in tbe quiet .... 

of iti he dtercrore received, in 1749t &om the ~It IndiaCoatpany. t~ •• 7d 
or&he "'ip &he Chevalier Marin, bound 10 Scocpl. Tbit aped ....... 1iIID ID 
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opponunily of pursuing fresh researches ; and now it Wall that he first attempted to 
determine the longitude at Ita, by the distance of the moon from the stars and sun, 

a very buld attempt, which, from a want of proper instruments, was not so IUC

(essrul a. it has since been. It appears that Appian was the first \\'00 conceived the 
idea of making the observations of the moon subservient 10 tbe determination of 
the longitude at sea. Gemma Frjsicus. and Kepler, adopted his views: hut it was 

reserved for the age in which we live to realize, by pr-dclkc, the thtories of these 

aSlronom ~rs. 

u M. Ha1\ey. convinced, from his own experience, of the iruufficiency of the 

common mt' lhods e\nployed by seamen to find the: longitude, proposed to determine 

it by the mruions of the moon, and the occultation of the stars occa~ioned by 
that planet: but the hOIll)ur of having fint employed tlm method belongs solely to 

M. D' .-\pres de Mannevilleue . 

.. On the 21st or (lclObt' r, '750, he departed again for I ndia, on hoard Ih!: ,hi p 

Ie Glorieu x, u) Lhe command of which he had been appointed by the Company l 

by whom he was instrucled to determine, ill a more exact maoner than had hitherto 

been dl)ne, the positiun of the Cape of Good Hope, and the Isles of France and 
Bourbon. He was also ordered to examine the eastern coa~t of Africa, from Laurent 

Bay to the Cape of Good Hope. He recei\'ed on board hij ship the celebrated 

Abbe de la Cai1le, whum the guvernmcnl sent 10 Ihe Cape of Good Hope, to make 

observationl of great imporlance to tlle imp,rovemtnt of a~tronomy, and to measure 

a degree of the meridian. 

" M. d' Apres put into Rio de Jandro on the Slsth of January, 1751, and arrived 

at ,he Cape o n the 30th of f>:1arch following; from .. hence he procrcdcd 10 ful61 the 
object of his mission, and accordingly necred towards the Isles of Fr.ance nod 

Bouriton. He determined, with the uunOSI preci$ion~ the position .md form of those 

iIIandI •• nd he detected an error ofabom nine leagues in Ihe extent of the Ide of 

France from nonh to lOuth, which he fixed at eleven leaguCJ two-thirds, while the 
old l un'C)'l baIll,ven it lwem)"-onc. 

" Two yaft a&:cr. the. Abbe de la CaiUe received the orden of IJOWmment 10 

viRl botb thee ill...., aad to repeat the IUDC operatioN; aDd the u.lculations of 

the pMDetfician were in eD(:t conrormity w Wole or \he naviguot. M. d' Apre .. 
\ GIl, ...... , .... in bit ...... 1M """.Y wbi<b Iho Abbe de I. Collie bod ... de of lb. 



HISTORY OF MAURJTlUS. 

Cape of Good Hope, discovered that. he: hid nol placed Capc False enough 10 t11C 

lOuth. 
" M. d' Aprcs having executed his commission Te$pc::cting the Islei cl }<~rancc and 

Bourbon, srt sail in the ship the Treizc: Cantons, the Clorieux having ~n dctaioo:l 
by the Governor ofthc: Isle of France for the service of the colonies, to take a sur_ 

vey of Madagasca~ and the coast of Africa. l 
"In thereat 1754, M. d'Aprcs rcnderd a signal service (0 navigation. Till 

that period tbe French, in their passage from the Isles of France and Bourbon 
to India, had conceived an insuperable dread of the Archipelago which extends from 

the: north to the north-east of Madagascar; nor had allY of. them attempted to pass 

it, though it would have shoncnt:d the vO),age llpwarru of three hundred leagues. 
M. de la Bourdonnais had indeed, in the year 174~, made $Orne attempt to determine 

the possibility of this passage; but the war which lOOK place iSOOn after, obliged him 

to occupy himself with other objects • 

.. Admiral Boscawe14 in 114.8. had the courage to attempt thi s passage with a 
!leetof twenty.six ships; but the Frrnch seamen were contented to admire his 'Pi . 

without follo ..... ing his example. M. d'Apres was the first Frendunan who ventured 

to pursue the same course as the English Admiral. He also diuipated the appre_ 

hensions of navigators, by giving a description of lhe islands and dangers which are 

met with in that Archipelago. 

n His health being exhausted by so many voyages, and such a succClsion of labo_ 

Tious occupation!, he slood in need of repose, and his sole occupation was in giving 

his work every improvement which .ubsequent experience and reflection enabled 

him to do. The instructions .... ,hieh he published in 1166, by order of the Minister 

of Marine, for sbips bound from Europe to the East Jndies, was reward .. -d by the 
favour of Jhe Cou(l, and the riband of the Order of the King. In '115. a new 
edilion of the Neptune Orielltal appeared under the awpieell of hi. Majesty, who 

Wil pleased to pemlit it to be dedicated to hint. 

We sball content oursel\les with transcribing what wa, written on the death 
or M. d' Aprea, by Mr. Dalrymple, so well known in this cOUOlry, in Europe. tad 
in India, for his superior knowledge or maritime geography • 

• M. d'Aprcs waa not one of thOle men which arc ICcn every day. Very few 
• iDdccd have .rlvaneed so rar in that braocb of Kicocc to which he 
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• -tife. No maritime geographer, or any age or country, can be compared to him. 

, His equal has never c:xi5ted.· 
If l 'his illustrious navigator was employed in arranging material. which were to 

form a supplement to the second edition of the Ntptune Oriental, when death 
deprived the world of thia great man, on the 1St of March. t 780; but M. d ' Ap~1I 

de Blangy thought it a dUly incumbent on him, for the public good, and for (he 

hOllOur of his brothel', 10 publish this Supplement." • 

• 

• 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Lett" oj Boron Grant-Journal oJ M.l'Abbi tIe la Caille, dllring his Voyage 
from the Coj¥ of Good H ope to t~ /SU oj France> and bis Operations lbut. 

LETTER Xl!. 

hie of France, ISIII August, 17B. 

O UIt GO\'crnor, M. David. left us, and we greatly regret. him : he j U' 

by his brother_in_law, M. Bouvet.. I have given up my plantation in the Plains of 

\Villems to M. de Ruviere. and am now in the quaner of Pamplemousscs. The 
plantation which M. 'bavid procured for me is called L 'Epreuve. 1 have there 

tlJe best house in the island, and the only one built of hewn stone,· except the 
magazines, and the Governor's residence at the pon. It is not, however, Slonc that 
i5 wanting here; On the contrary, there is a superabundan ce of it; but wo have 

few workmen, and no masons. Besides, the wood. which is very common, is more 

readily worked, 

H eretofore 1 procured my provision of coffee from the I sle of Bourbon. at fiflecn 

livres (be: bale: t at present it is worth thirty-two livres at the warehouse; hut if [ 

could obtain permission to embark a bale for France, J should nOt regard the price. 

We recel\'e raw sugar from India. which costs us about six sous the pound; we 

think it very good here, but J believe you would not prefer the coffee which is 

sweetened with it:. 1 use sugar_candy when I can prOCllre it. The Dutch sometimes 

bring it at nine SOUl ,the pound; but with as much thread a. ,ugar_ 

M. M. Vigoureux de St. Malo have established an handsome sug~r work, but 

it is I() ill conducted, that the sugar ha) the appearance of Norman honey: it 

COsts tw o sous the pound, and i. quite di!:gusting; hut \\'e entertai n the hope Ihat 

the manufacture will improve. This sugilr is employed to cover house, in the 
Italian manner, and being incorporated \\'ith chalk, forms a kind of mastich; aad. 
being spread on nne planks, becomes hard as a pavement. The Jndiam alone Imo
how to make:: !hili composition . 

• Since that time many other boulel have: heeu huilt (If stone. t AD hulWinMl pcMIIIdt ftIaht. 
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Last year the Isle of Bourbon was in a 5ta(~ of absolute desolation. A small 

inseu infe5ted the coffee trecs, destroyed the bud, and even 5Qmc of the trei!5; at 

the same time the Company declared ils intention to diminish the price that it had 

been 3lcu,tomed to pay, which i! five SOU! the pound. The inhabitanu, however. 

have taken courage l~is year, and it is said that they have gatheled two millions 

five hundred thousand pounds weight. 

1 informed yaY about two years ago, that we pos5essr.d M. d'Aprc. in this 

island. He Is Ihis year returned to us, and has brought a!' board his ship the'Cele

heated Abbe. de la Caille, who is arrived from the Cape of Good Hope, where he 

has greatly enlarged the knowledge of astronomy towards the South Pole. He 

has already made lOme geometrical observations on our island, as M. d' Aprcs had 

done beJor~ him. He possesses an indefatigable mind, and his labours will be of 

great importanc~ to governmenl, to these islands, and particularly to the l"oyagers 

who are obliged to visit them. 

GRANT. 

JDurnal oj the Voyage of Abbi de In Caille,jrom the Cop' of Good H ope If} tbe 

l sI, oj Fronce, and bi! OperlJtiolls there. 

u March 4, 1753 . The Frt'nch ship the Duc de Parme, commanded by M. de 

la Crochay, came to her moorings at tile f::apc. and brought me a leuer from M. 

Trudaille, dated the 18th of March, 1751l, and two others from M. Duhamel and 
M. d'Apres. That from M. Trudaine contains a permission from the Garde des 

Sceanx, to indulge in any e:<pcnce that I may consider as necessary to the advance_ 

ment of the sciences . 

.. 8. At six in the morning I left the Cape, in the boat of M. de Ruyter, to em

bark on board the ship the Puissieux, for the Isles of France and Bourbon. At 

noon, Ihe castle, batteries, and ships in the road, discharged a $<llule in honour of 

the binh"'ay of the Stadtholdcr. Soon after we gOt under way. 

" April 5. Squalls and gale. of wind in the morning, with an high sea. In the 

arternoon we saw a grt'at number of birds, which flew round our ship, and haying 

lightcd on the ropes and rigging, suR'ertd themselves to be t'\llten by the hand. These 

birds arc called Goil,Jtes.- In the evening they were all gone . 

• Or Qlltrq .. (Gulls) Llrus, Brisson. 

3 B • 
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.. April J 6. In the morning we discovered the Isle Rodriguez:. 
" 18. In the morning we discovered the Isle RclttU, and aftetwarduhe hIe of 

FrORce : at four P. M, we anc.hored at the=: emrance of the port. 
I< 19. At half past eight I landed, and waited upon M. Bouvet, the Governor, 

who ordered me an apanmenl in the go\'ernment house, and gave orden to prepare 

a place where I might fi x my instruments. I 
n July 13. W e set out to commence our operations. ' Ve were accompanied 

with a detachment of five soldiers, two corporals, and nine blacks, five from the coast 
of Malabar, and four from Guinea. ' Ve had a tent, and a pirogue to carry our 
effcCls,..as well as to cross the arms orthe ~aJ or the deep ba~s which are very 
.common in these islands. We slept th is night at the hou~ of M. de Rostaing . 

.. 19. We employed the ..... hole of tbis da)' in going to encamp at a place called 
,ld Poudre d'Or. The road is very difficult, and cro~d by three arm$ of Inc foCa. 

We passed one in the pirogue, and waded through the two olhers, the water being 
up.to our,middle, duriog-the space of half a quarter of a league. 

: .. u . We went in the pirogue to the post of Fo)'ette, where [ made an observation. 

We afterwards encamped half a league funher Oil, In the altemoon the pirogue, was 
dragged on shore, to gel it over land, within the reefs that line the coasts, for the 
space of half a league . 

• , Ita. An heavy rain in the morning, which pierced through the lent, In the 

afternoon we bunched the pirogue, 

., 24· We went in the pirogue to obstr\'e the pailll o f Flacq; and from thence 

to the Puill du H ollandoit, where we encamped, 

.. 25· \Ve went to make an observation allhe Baroque a Fllri"e,and from thence 

to the poi nt of Qualre COCUI, wh('re v,e encamped . 

.. 2,6. 'We Idi our caml,11 QUlllre 9'oos, and went in the pirogue to the principal 

,port, to examine the maumains whK:h are in ils ,·jcinily, \Ve arrived there at ~Ir 

past eleven i n the morning . 

.. 27, We p;u~ in a canoe to the Isle of Egret/el to lake a view of Ihe moun.. 
lain., and left a lignal there, 

.. 28, M. Des.ny weill to clear the ~umOlit of the mountain of Creole" and CO 

1eave a sigl'lll on it. M. Codin and my~lr went to the: I sic Moria""" and 10 the 
point tW Diable: we sent for our JX'Ople rrom Qualre Coco., 

.... 30. We left ,he principal VOn in a large canot, and discmbvkcda liulcbcyoDcl 
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the two hies des Cocos. I made an ol»ervation at the point des Vaques,· and we 

afterwards encamped beyond the arm of the sea called du B oucbolf. 
" July 31. We encamped at the Baraque du G/Juvenuur. I went to make an 

observation at the point dll Suffieur. 
" August 1. We encamped. between the rivcr of tile post, and the brook wbich 

is beyond it. In the afternoon we examined the iavannah, in order to find. 

a base. 
'I 2 . ,Vc: encamped o n the river Dragan. We examined. the remaining part of 

. the lIv,mnah to find a base. 
"3. I placed t~O signals to connect the operations with the: base which we were 

to mea su re. 
,. 4. We encamped on the rivulet called. It Bail' des Ntgrtsses. 1\1. Desoy, who 

found himself indisposcd, returned to the great port. In the afternoon we endea_ 

,'oured to find. a 8quare for tnc: base. 

" 5 . 'We squaralthe base; but finding it tOO shan, 'Ne deferred !o the follow;ng 

day the finding another line. 

Of 6. \Ve changed the line in Ihe morning. and in the afternoon measured six 

hundred and ~venty fathom of ground of unequal surface. 

If 7. We measured about twelve hundred and fifty fathom of ground of an 

unequal surface, which was divicJed by all arm of tbe .sea of two hundred and fifiy 
fathom in breadth. 

" 8. We compleated the measu rement. M. Oesnyrctumed from tbe treat port. 
"9. \Ve wcot to erect a signal, and to mak.e an observation on the mountain of 

the savannah. \Ve arrived there after a walk of six bours and twenty minute" 

through thiek woods, and along the upper part of the lo wer mountains, whicli forms 

an unin:~rruptc.d chain. We were obliged to make a large fall of wood to form a 

signal, which was not finished lill ten o'clock the following morning. It raoioed 

during the night and in the morning, so that it WdS with some difficulty thill we 

were able tQ make a fire, from the humidity of the ground and the wood • 
• , 10. We made an obtervation alnoon. and in about five houn returaed to the 

8a;" du Ntgreuts • 
• , 11. The rain continued throughoUllhe day, IQ thal we cou1d DOt qait d'e leaL 

""' 1 s. We $et out to return to the great pan: we endeavoured. in v..io to mike 

, .Poiot VIC ... 




