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an observation from twO signals; as the cloudy wOHber and the rain obscured the 
mountains . 

.. August 13. We placed a signa1 on the mountain Cb:tour I bUI the cloudy 

weather prevented any observauon. Vvc fouod at half past eleven, a canoe which 

came to take us to the arm of the sea called du CbalDtlJ and we arrived at the great 

port at half past two . 

.. It. \ Ve made observations on the mounta in des Creoles. 
" 15. After velpers we went in a canoe to the plan~lion de la Piclo;re, at the 

foot of the Bambou. 
,. 16. We proc~ded to make observations on the BomboN1 and dispatched a 

canoe, with some of our people, to place a nag on tbe Quatre Cocos, The wcather 

was very variable, but we wcrc enabled to complcle ~ur o8servatious, and to go to 

pass the night at the plantation de la Victoire • 

.. .17. We returned on foot to the south.case. pon. The canoe awvc?'d there in 
~ afternoon. I 

: "18, We went to make observations at the cocoa tree, on the point of the Dmz 
COCO$, 

u 19. We embarked on the canoe at the south-east port; but the wind being 

COnl{ary. we anived rather late at ChaIn,,; we proettded oever:hdeu to take ob~ 

scrvaLions at the mou ntain Cbarou, and from thence to sleep at the B araquc all 

Gouvtrncur . 
• ~ 10. We went to make observations at the point de l'Arcade, and the eastern 

termination of the base, and from thence to sleep at the B tl;" des Negrerus. 
n 21. \Ve proc«ded to tbe western tenninauon of the base, to the point 

d'Ariembd, to that of the Mure aur Jones; and from thence to pan the night at 

the post Jacotel, where the tent was pitched, and a canoe ready for our service • 

.. 22. We cncam~ in the field which i, beyood Cape BrabanJ, alter having 

passed this cape with greal difficulty. It i, a very lofty and Steep bank of rock." 
that projects into the sea, w~ich must be scaled 10 gel across it. 

t< 13. We encamped at the foot of lhe Morne .Brablml. I visited Ihc oc:igh
bouring plains, which present a pretty good space to be measured. 

.. 24· We formed a base at the (OOt of the M orne B rahMl. M. Deany weBl 

to place a ugnaJ on the moumain of lhe Linlt Black River, and on the MDIW of 
the: Black R iver. 
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Of August 'JS' \Ve measured the base, which we found to be one thousand nine 

hundred and fifty. six fathom. 

,. 26. We observed the angles at the extremities of the bue. 

"27- 1 proceeded to the wC$lcrn termination of the base or la SaTlann" The 

.canoe conveyed me hc!yond Cape Brabant, where 1 placed a signal; from thence 

J passed 10 the post Jacol6l, and slept at the ';cstern signal of this base • 

.. 28. It rained throughout the day, and following night. In a momentary inter .. 

val, I saw the signal that M. Desoy had been to place on the Pilon de Fouge. I 

slept at the post Jaco/tl. 
n 29. I made observ:ltions at the point of the ann of the sea us Cilronurs, at 

that of Saint Martin, and at the point dll Corail ; and I arrived at the tent under 

ibe ftforne Brab:mt, after having passed the cape in a pirog\le. and pan of the 
remaining way in a canoe. 

" 30. J made observations at the hill of Fouge, and returned to the lenl under 
tbe Alorne Brabant. 

u 31. We encamped at ,he arm of the sea called Tamarifil. \ \'e passed undU 
an arch of Slones, where the soldiers practise a kind of baptism on those who paD it 
for the first lime. \Ve arrived at the u~rn after a journey on foot, through very 

difficult ways, which occupied &evr.n houn and a quarter. 

" September I. We passed over Ihe pla in of Flicq en Flacq, and measurm a 

base there. 
" 2. M. M. Codin and Desny sq uared the base. 1 returnetl in the pirogue to 

the north signal of the base of the Morne Brabant, ITom whence J could not ~ the 

extremit y of that of F/icq tn llacq. 1 slept at the fOOl of the mountain of '.he Little 

Black River. 
"3. M. Carlin and Dcsny measured the base. 1 ascended tbe Inountain of the 

Little Black River, where 1 suffered four hours constaot rain. The weather be

coming more clear, 1 observed my principal angles, and descended. It was eight 

;n the evening before I had pa.ssed tbe woods, and arrived at ,he place where J had 

pa.uc:d the preceding night. 

u 4. J returned in tbe canoe to the tent at Tamar;n. 10 the arLcmoon I made 

my obsen'ationl at lbe IWO ends of the base: at Flicq elf Flacq . 
.. 5. J proceeded 10 ID8U ob&crv;njllns on lbe Monti of the Black Ri ver, from 

which 1 de$cended wim great diffio..uhy. from the slippery state of me herbag and 
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the small round pebbles with which the mo untain is covered. I came to the point 

de COTait to take an observation there; and from thence 1 went to l'alflar;n. In 

the evening I made an observation at the southern termination of the bue. 

~I September 6. \Ve went in the canoe to encamp at the Little Ri ver; lhroush . 

out the daYt the mountains were covered .... ;1b cloud, . 

.. 1. We proceeded to make observations at the point du Cavu, and 'that of the 

plain QUI &bles; and in the afternoon at the lOuthern cmrance of the Little 
River. 

"8. In the: morning we went to make observations at IWO points on the aide or 
the river BeUe Is/e. In the afiernoon we continued our way to Pi" the night at 

I~ fOOL of the mountain du Corp, de Garde. 
II 9. In the morning we made all observation on the moumain. On desccllding 

from thence, we found horses prepared to take us back to Pon Lou' .. 

" '7. 'We made obse ations at the mountain du POUCI. .. 

" 19· We departed to complete our operations, which had been interrupted, at 

ilie Coi" de Afire. From thence we went on foot to pau tbe night with M. de 

R ostaing. 

"20. 'Ve went on horseback to the Trou aux Biebes, and from thence on fOOL 
to Cape }'{aJbtreu, where we found our tent, and a large canoe. 

" 21. We made ol»cn'ations allheCoin de Mire I and although it was very fine, 

.nd the 5t'a smooth, I was indisposed with sea sickness. \Ve remained four or five 

houn on that islet, and from thence we wem to our tent. 1n the evening I made 

an observation at Cape Mulbe l'e/l.r. 
"n. At lunri.w:, I went to make observations at the signal of lo Billie aux 

Sables; from tht!nce we all embarked for the bay du TtIlJlMUU. W e then pro_ 

ceeded to the "' ,",",em termination of our fim base, and pa~o;ed the niShl with 

M. Roslaing. 

"23. I ""ent to make an obstrvation al thr Piton tie lo Decouvtrle. on account 

of the new nag'ltaff which had been placed there. I returned al half past ten 10 

Pompkmousltl. and from thence to the house oC M. de Rosliling. wbefc I wu 
seiud with the dysentery . 

"'4. J proceeded on honeback 10 the lIIottlaKRr LDnguI, .M after hulnt 
made an observation lhee, rctuflKd to the port ... here in two day, III)' hIIIIh ... 
re.cJlablilhed. 
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"28. I went to make olnervations at We flag placed at la Decouverte tlu Port, 
which WaJ the last of our stauon ... 

•• We shall interrupt our journal, at this place, in order to give a description of 

what is most remarkable in the Isle of France. 

Brit] Description of the I sle (If France. 

e. The Isle of France, first discovered by tbe Portugue.ote, who probably carried 
thither the deer. goau:. and monlies, which Ilave since multiplied in it, Waf after

wards po»csscd by the Quteh, under the name of the I sle of Mauritius. The greal 
numlxr of euablishmenu which that republic maintained in India, occasioned them 

to abandon it in 171 z: and tbe French, who had long occupied the hIe of Bourbon. 
which is not more man tbirly.five or forty leagues from il. did nOl fail to po$$e&s 

t~mselvcs of it. 
" According to my calculation, founded on the geometrical meuurement which 

] have made, its outline is ninety thousand six hundred and sixty-tighl toises. Iu 

greatest diameter, which is nea rly north and &outh. is ·thirty..one thousand eight 

hundred and ninety loiscs; and its greatest breadth, which is nearly east and west. ·is 

twemy_two thousand one hundred and tweniy-rour toises. Its figure is an irregular 

oval; and the surface contains four hundred and thirty_two thousand six hundred 

and eighty acres, at an hundred perche~ of twenty fttt in length . 
• ~ This island bas two very fine harbours. Tht: least of them, which is called 

POrt Louis, is situate towards the middle of the western coast . "nd there is the prin_ 

cipal establisbment of the India Com~y. Ships must be towed into I:. but they 
may &ail out of it with the wind right ali. 

,. The other harbour, which is called the Great Port, or Port Bourbon. is situate 

towal ds the middle of the eastern coast of the island, and is very capacious and 

secure. Ships may enter it with a leading wind; but the depanure from it is diffi_ 

cult, on account of the prevalence of the &outh-easterly winds, which blow directly 

into the principal of the two channels which form its openings. Here it was Ihal the 

DulCh establilhod their ICulement. and built a fon, which they named Frederic Henry. 

Its foundations. and a pan. of the wall,~ still remained in 17531 but they have !ince 

• The mutt of aU thew obser ... lions. inserted in the Memoin of tbe freflth Audemy. anno 

In •• p. 118 ..... ilI be 1«11 bttcaftu. and the Map of Mauritius. at the: bc:;iMin, .nthi1 Wert. is 
milleN from it. 

aC 
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bee" ~nUl'tly mnove~. in order to C'ect a ,"ery hand~ bttiklins for the rtttption 

of the commandant of the pon and the garrison, as wen., to comain &be ncccuary 

magiltines. 
fI The island is in general surrounded with rocks, and the bottom Ofl~ tea near 

the cout is covered with coral, madrepore, and shell _fish. There is very little real 

sand; and that which is found on the sea shore, is little more than the temains of 

shells. I u coast is lined with reefs, on which the wave. break. The.e 'teers some_ . 

timC$ extend upwards of a league into the JeI, 50 that the circuit of the island may 
be made with great safety in a pirogue. It is only in the 80Ulhem pirt thllt the sea 

bruk. almost on the soore; this circu mstance renders it inaccessible except in some 

pbces, where a canoe can be secured from the high sea. 

" The hie of Franu is almost entirely covered 'With wcxxIs, which arc of an 

handsome appearance, pan icularly on tbe soulh..east side; but a passage through is 

rendert:d v~ difficult and troubleJOme, from the quantity of fenl, and creeping 
plan~. , 

• U These p1ams~ whose branches, like those of ou r ivy, wind about and interlace 

themselves with Lhe ahrub. and dead wood, render the foresu in a great measure 

impassable. Nor can a paasage be obtained in any pan of them but by circuitous 

waya, "'hich are known to few. These forests are the refuge of Lhe Maroon 
NegroeL 

.. The animah which are found in this island are decr, that resemble those of our 

own country, and wbose flesh is excellent du ring the months of April, May, June, 

Jul)" and August.. There are 00 .serpents in the lsie of France, and it i'llid that 

they cannot live there; while in the ,urroundiog isleta, called the Isle RD"de. the 

11k. Longue, and the Co;. de M ire, there are both adders and -=rpems. I do not 

pretend to Yttify this-opinion; and all I can l8y re.pecting it iI, lhat in the Coin de 

Min, J have leen lit.arrls twelve inches long and one broed; and that in the hie of 
France, I JaW only a lmai1 species running about the wall., and of the aame kind 

a. those which we have in France. My knowledge or botany, i. nOt .ufficient (0 

j uslify any attempt to describe tbe plants of WI i.l.nd. 

" About the temh part of the hie of France i. cleared and cuhiYlted. What, 
barley, oats, rice, maize, and millet, are the grains which c:ompoae its barvca. 
Certain portionl of land are allotted to the cuhivation of Mantot, wbicb jl die tDod 
or ,be NegrOCI. 10 oome paN lhcr< ue abo planla'iotll of lUI" aad _ 
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" The air is wholesome, temperate, and even cold, particularly in the more ele_ 

vated plantations. The heal is greater at Port Louis than elsewhere, as the nc.igh~ 

bouring moun tains protect it from the soutb_cast wind, which prevails throughout 

the ycar. The sky is nOt equally serene in every part of the island. In the middle 

part it rains almost every day, SO that the pools and rivers arc conSlan!ly supplied 

with water; while in the: north_we.~lem district, it rains regularly in the months of 

January, February, March, and April; and sometimes in May. June, and July. 
The dry aeason prevails through the remaining part of the year. Thus the town 

and the envirON of the port are rendered disagreeable and u npleasaut, from the dried 
herbage, and the aridity of the mountaios, whicb have no trees, and are sprinkled 

with stones. Even during the dry season the sky is aeldom clear; clusters of cloud. 

are continually coming from the middle of the island, where it rains almost every 

day, as has been already observed. 
" The winds come generally from the south-east, and are much less violent than 

at the Cape of Cood Hope. There are, however, variable winds from October to 

April. The barometer varied ,1)( lines during the lime I remained 00 tbe island; 

In my obicrvatory. which was not elevated morc than four or five fathom above 

the level of the Ita, it was at the highe.st on the l alh of July. 1753t when it .... u 

twenty_eight iuchea five lioes and one-third; and On the loth and uth of January. 

1754. it wa.the lowest, at twemy_seven inches eleven lines and an half. On these 

two days there wu an heavy rain and an hurricane, which was felt at tbe IiJe of 
Bourbon. Throughou t the year there was no sensible change in the mercury, ex. 

cept that it was a very small degree bigber at noon than in tbe evening. 

Co"tilwaJiolf Of thl Journal. 

to January 16. '754. I embarked at the Isle of France, on the: ship the Bourbon, 

commaaded by M. Lesquelen, to go to the Isle of Bourbon. ' Ve gOt under way 

at eight in the momil)S, and the following day came to an anchor in the road of 
St. Deni., at one P. M . M. Brenier. who commanded in this island. provided m.e 

witb a cottage ncar the government-house. and a blaek tcrvant to attend DIe. . 

u February 116. 1 embarked in the evening on board tbe Adlillea, coounanded by 
M. de Bcau-briandlOlUUm to Fanee. We got urde:r way the 17th at: ten A. M." 

• The AbW de 1a C'aillc bu JinG DO account of lhii islud, as be rcm:lined there only forl1 da)'f. 

a C • 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

AstronomicalObstroalions made on Il¥ ble of France, (Jc. (Jc. ill tbe Yeor t 753, 
by tbe Abbe de 10 Cailk ff-Deltrminatwn of tbe L ongitude oj lbe b land cif 
}.fadeiro, by tbe Eclipses of the Salellites oj Jupiter. obsenltd by M. 8 0ry, 
L ieutenant in tbe R oyal NOV] oj France. compared with tbose (If the Abbi de la 
Caill" at the Isle oj France, by M. de L isle. 

"T II £SE obscrv~tion, were made with the same insu.l!'mants which the Abbe de 

la Caille had employed at the Capc of Good Hope. The place: where: he fixed them 
in the Isle or Fnnce Wi" expressly fitted for tbe purpose. Though the sky is gene

rally clear in this island, it proved cloudy at the momenl of the greater pan of hi~ 
most important observations i this circumstance proceeded, in a great measure, from 
tbe situzion of the pan. where: the principal settlement of the island has been fonned, 

which is surrounded with mountains al most alway. coyercd with clouds. which are 

dispersed by the winds, and successively cover the dHrerent parts of the sky . 

• f Anicle t.-His fiBt observation was made the ad of May, 1753. on an eclipse: 

of the Sun. Having regulated the pendulum by the corresponding heights o f the 

Sun, he observed with the telesope of hi. ~xt8 nt, which wat seven feet in length. 
the phaseJ of Ihi. eclipse. The largol phase was 8 digiu 86 minutc.a . 

• f An. st.- He observed lOTDe eclip.sea; of the satellites of J upiter. with a lrlescope 

of fourteen feet in length, on the 25th o f April, al 58' a8" pan QX in tbe evcning. 

He repe.ued the came obaervation of these satellites the 16th of OCtobtt, at 36' I~" 

paSI three in the worning; on the a t of November, at 5.' 1" past one in the mom. 
ing ; on the 15t of December, al 3~ 51' 83"; and on the 2d of January, 175., at 

0' 7' 48". 
f. An. 3_0n the 5th and 6th of May he oblCTvcd the traruit of Mercury upon 

the Sun. On those day, the "..ea&her was very variable ; the intervening night wu 
rainy, and it thundered; an uncommon circumstance in tbit island. 
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" At ,ix in the morn ing. Mercury came fonh from the clouds which hovered 

over the mounlains, when it had attained an ahitude of 7°t. He then observed. 

with a telescope of three feet in length, that it had but just entered on the Sun's disk, 

and was near a spot, when the sky became cloudy, and it rained copioasly lill40' past 

eight . 
.. \Vhen the: weather was cleared he made his observations with the horizontal and 

vertical lines., which form, in the focus of the glass of his quadrant, a radius of three 

feet. He had already verified their position by the horizon of the sea, as well as that 

of the lint' of collineation. The times which he gives in his tablc~ are the true ones, 

and the alt Itudes are corrected only by the quantity with which tbe quadrant had 

increased them, &c . 

.. Art. 4.-0pposition of Saturn to the Sun. 
f. Art. s.-Passage of Man through its nodes • 
•• Art. 6.-0pposition of Mars to the Sun. 

n Ari. 7.-0bservalions to asccrtain the altitude of the Pole, and the obliquity 

of the Ecliptic.· • 

" I determined the elevation of the Pole from tbe place where I made the obser: 

vation, by the mean of four stars which pass near the Zenith j and served at the 
same time to verify the position of the axi s of the telescope of the 5CXtant, in regard 

10 the first point of the division, and bl the means of the distance of tbe twO tropics 

from the Zenith. In June, 1753, by five observations from 'Y of the female Hydra, 

redUc.ed to the ut of January, 1750, 1 fou nd iu distance from the Zenith to be 
I " 39' 38",8, on one side, and by 6veothers, reduced to the same, of 1° 4'1' 2'1 /1,0, on 

the other side of the first point of the division j from whence it follows, that the cJTl"lr 

of the position of the axis of the telesope was I ' u",6. that the real and corrected 

distance from the Zenith of t " ,!it of refraction, was I " 4. " 1" ,6; and that, supposing 

the declination of this star on the lSt of January, 1750, to be 21 " 50' 4.a",8 south, 

a. in my catalogue, the elevation of the Pole was 20° 9' -4.ii1" ,2 • 

.. In tbe same month of JUlle, the reduced distance of. of the Crow, from the 

Zenith, was, by four ob.servationson aile side, 1° 5' .2",0, and by four on the Other, 
1'01 11' (!it",l; the error of the sextant was therefore I' 19",1: and supposing 0",8 of 

• The followin, obIanbons bru,g yrry importuu to the cOimopphic aad maritime litution 

of tbe hie of France, .e haft thoulht it ccccuary to insert them .t lar&e, II IMy haYe hem 
related by the Abbi c1e 1& Caille. 
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refraction, and IU" t 3' 44//,6 for tbe declination of the Ilar, the retulting elevation 

of the Pole is 20" 9' 41l".f-

" I . Iso found in tbe Ame month, the distance of {J of the Crow from the Zenith 

by fOllrobse.rvations, OD one side to be t o 51' 16",9 and by three on the Olher, 10 be 
I " 49' ai',s, the ..... hole rtduced to the 1st of January 1750. The error of the tcle_ 
.cope, therefore, was I ' 19",7. allowing 11/,8 for tbe refraction, and taking the 
declination at. I. I." 0' 40'/ A there i, for the elevation of the Pole, 20' 9' 4 t" .5 • 

•• In December 1153, 1 found, by five oblervalions, reduced to the 18t of Janu~ 

ary 1150, the dilLance of (3 from the Whale. to the Zenith, to be 0" 46' 27".9 on 

one side, and by rour Olhers,o" 49' 15",7 on the other; the error of the in!.lfUment, 

therefore; is l ' 2311,g, and supposing the rd'raction to be 0",6, and the dedinauon 

of the star to be, 19" 21 ' 5 1 " , I, the elevation of lile ~ole is 2'd' " 4a",S. 
" On taking a medium between tbe four enon which have b nel, it is evi~ 

denl, that the seXLanl makes me dislanoel from the: Zenith 

and it is that OTor to which 1 have auendd in all the dlH" U,ICCI 

which I have described in the preceding articles; nor ,hall I fail in doing the same 

~th respec:t to those which I shall describe hereafler. 

" 1 have also obaerved by the same Itxtant, and reduced to lile tat of January, 

1750, five diaance. from (of Orion to the Zenim ; and they have given me, by 
• medium, 18" .6' 15".5: I have added 11".5 of refraction, and the declination 

J
O Ita' a",3. 1.1 it appearl in the cata10gue which 1 have cited; from whence 1 con. 

clude the devadoD of the Pole to be 10" 9' 40" ,a. 



IDSTORY OF MAURITIUS. 3Sa 
" I have ananged the following detail of ob.tervations and calcu1atioDs respect-

ing the w$Ulncea of the Tropics from the Zenitb. 

DiJtznces of the north- Distances of the Diauncesofthe ZtrUth. 
from the nonbun £.z. un Extrnnity of lhe Sun from t.bC" trn:ity of the Sun. ill Sun from the: Zenith. Tropic. the Tropic • 

• • • • • • 
If 1753.-June .10 43 5' 84,6 0 '304 43 5' 48,0 

" 43 5' 46,1 0 0.0 43 5' 46,1 .. 43 5' is.7 0 11 ,2 43 5' 39.9 
'3 43 5' 55.6 0 47.6 43 5' 43.lI 
'4 43 50 57.5 • 48,6 43 5' 46,1 

'5 43 49 29.5 3 14,2 43 5' 43.7 
,6 H H 38, lI 5 4,7 43 5' 42.9 

Medium 43 5' 44.3 
Parallax of the Sun 0 0 7,' 
Half diameter 0 '5 48,lI 

RefraClion + • ',4 
Nutation of tbe axis of the Earth + 0 7.5 

Distance of the T ropic of Cancer from the Zenith 43 37 58,8 

1753.-D« . 15 , 
5' 48,3 9 .1 4.1 3 , ',4 

.6 , 55 26.1 6 B'oS 3 , 58,2 

'7 , 
57 4 1.1 4 ,6,8 3 • 58,5 

'9 3 0 48.6 , 1.1.5 3 , ., , 
" 3 , '.0 0 , .0 3 , ',0 

" 3 • 52,7 0 8,0 3 , 0.7 

Medium 3 , 0,5-
Parallax of the Sun 0 0.5 
Half diame'lr + .6 20,1 

Refraction + 0 -.3 
Nutation of the axis + 0 8,3 

Distance of the Tropic of Capricorn from the Zenith - ~ . 8 30 .7 

Adding the distance of the Tropic of Cancer 43 37 S8.S 
The distance of the Tropic is - 46 56 ~9.6 

ObliquiLY of the Ecliptic '3 .8 .(,8 

The elevation of the Pole. therefore. i, 00 9 "4. 1 
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ft The precise quantity of the obliquity of the Ecliptic being of the greatest im_ 

portance in astronomy. I have oblerved the same sohtical distances, with a sector 

of a radius of six feet, verified by the means of the stars (3 of the Crow and of the 

Whale.. Theac: arc as follows: 

n 1153.-June AO ., .. 
'3 
'4 
'S 
,S , 

*s753·- Dec. 2 3 
'4 
'S 
'7 

Distt.nees orlhe north. Disrancetof'the 
ern Extrmlity of the Sun from the 
Sun from tbe Zenith. Tropic. 

• , , , 
43 5' 83,3 0 13.4 
43 5' U,' • 

I~ 
0,0 

43 5' 35. 1 It ,It 

43 5' 58 •• 0 47.6 
43 5' ',8 , 48,6 
43 49 84,0 8 14.2 
43 4T 40 ,8 5 4,7 

MedIum 

8 , 11.1 0 43,3 
3 0 15.4 46,6 
• S8 3905 3 18,6 

• S4 10,6 7 47,2 

Medium 

Di,tlncet oftt: Zenith 
from Ike n hern Blt. 
t.-emilyof the Sun ill 
the Tropic, 

, , , 
43 S' 4.6,1 
43 5' 44,1 
43 5' 46,S 
43 5" 46,0 
43 S' 5 1 ,.( 

43 52 4 S,It 
43 S' 450S 

i3 S' 46,9 

lI' 0,1 

8 ' ',0 

8 ' 58,1 

8 ' 57,8 

a , 59.6 

" Making the same reductions of these two distanccll aJ of the preceding one., 

the obliquity of the Ecliptlc i, found (0 be 130 t8' 15",6, and the elevation of the 

Pole 20° 9' 451',8 • 
.. The lalilu:ie of the place then which I have obaerved, may 'We determined to 

be so· 9' 4~u,t. and in merring it to the portal of the new parish church of Pan 
LoUIS in the hie of France, 20· 9' 45". 

'" An. 8. Observations on the length of the pendulum with seconds, at the ble 

of France." 

• " The ~Ition' of me month of Deumhn- wen made in ttoe ntplive part of lbe Uaallt of 
eftrt innrnmrnl. 41 orckr to get the: intcn-al of &be TropiCi J inck.pcndeJllly of tbe: , ... .icaduo., 
tbe ... of the tdtKOpn." 
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Ezlrocfs o/variouJ Obstroations mtJde by tbe Abbe d. la Cail/e. during IhI Course 
oJ tbrte different POUDgtl, in biJ Voyages to IbI Cape oj Good Hopt, o"tl to IN 
Jsltl oj Fra"ce and Bourbon. ., 

.. Article ~.-On the variation of the needle . 

.. The easterly and westerly variations are attentively observed on ship' at sea, 
whenever there is an opportunity, as well to correct the courses, as to rectify the 

longitude. It is well known that there arc many land~ralls, which are as«nained 
by the v:.rialion of the campau ; such ;u the Cape of Good Hope. and the Isles 

of Rodriguez. of France, and of Bourbon. It were to be wished that the va

riations observed in all .hips which make long voyages, and particularly to the 

Indies, were collected and carefu lly regineru!: by this mean), from time to time, 

for example, every ten years, a new edition might be given of the marine charts, 

where the CUlves of the variations might be marked, in tbe manner of M. Halley, 

a, well for the year of Ihe edition of the chares, as for an epocha of ten preceding 

years. These charts would be of great usc in method ising tbe track~ and, in man, 

casts, they would give the longitude to land-falls with much greater ce.nainty than 

by any observation of the moon made at sea. The proprieton of armed vessels 

should take care also to provide their ships with a good compass; and navigators 

should have somewhat leu confidence in their reckoning, when thc:y perceive that 
they do not agree with the variation. (See lhe tables of variation following this 

obscrvation, pages 101, lOll, 109, .!cc. of the Mtmoirs of the Academy, anno 1754.) 

" Art. 5.-0bservations made at the Isle of Bourbon. 

U They were made at St, Denis, which contains the principal establishment ot 
the Jndia Company. There I emplo}'ed my quadrant or three feet radius, a tele~ 

ICOpC of fOolnetn feet, and a good pendulum with $CConds." 

8 D 
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Obstft'otiour on Ib, Lalillide . 

•• A ~ the Sun palstd at noon tOO near lhe Zenith, 1 determined the latitude by 
tbe m;ridian altitude of six stan, three of which were 011 the north ~ide, and three 

on the south. 

T he appa~nl meridian AI. Refraction. Northern Decl;· Height of the 
litude 10 the North. n~tion . EquMor. 

1754 · • . • • • • • • 
11th February. Aldebaran 53 9 '5 - 0 49 + 15 59 80 7 56 

The Coat 23 27 to - 2 26 + 45 43 3 7 57 
~ . 40 46 43 - , '5 + 28 2'l 2 0 7 ,8 

14th February. Aldebaran 53 9 " - 049 + J5 59 30 7 5' 
~ . 40 , 6 43 - , '5 + 28 \iii. 20 7 48 
• 

By a meaium 7 5' 

'gth February . • The Ship 5, '4 1 - 0 31 ,6 37 37 69 8 47 
I The Ship 52 8 .. - 0 5 1 58 43 56 59 8 43 
I The Ship 57 2 52 - 0 42 53 49 11 59 8 39 

Sloth February. 'Y The Ship 64 14 12 - 0 3 ' , 6 37 37 69 8 ., 
( The Ship 52 8 9 - 0.5 1 58 43 56 69 8 46 
lThe Sh,p 67 2 4H - 0 42 53 49 It 69 8 43 

By a medium 69 8 43 

" It appears, therefore, thlt the real height of the Equator is 69° 8' 17". and con_ 

sequently the ~evation of the Pole 20° 51' 43", I t is also evident that the quadrant 
made: the altitudeS appear too little by 26". 

,. The quaner of St. Denis being at dIe foot of Cape Uernard. which is the nonh
eml'fK)6t point of the ble of Bourbon, the latitude of this Cape, which was due west 

of the place where 1 lived, at the distallce of five or six hundred paces, may be de
termined to be id' 51 ' 4311

• 

Obsertlolions oa the LD"gitutk. 

" February 9, 1764, at U k 84' 7" true lime, the first mellite of Jupiter If'P"UCd 
to me to come fonh from the shadow: it seemed rather to adhere to the body 01 cbt 
planet, wlUcb wu in oppositioa to the SUD on the l it of mit 1DDIlIh. 
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,. February 1 J. At 7 ~ 2' 45" in the evening, the emersion of the same satellite. 
"13. At 1 5~ 43' lo",emersion oflhe third satellite. Jupiteris plunged ina thick 

mist. 
fI 16. At 1410 t8' 12", emersion of the first satellite in fair weather • 

.. 25. At 10" 5!l.' 1611
, emersion of the same. 

" Not posseuing the knowledge of all the observations which bave been made, 
at the same time, in the different places of the world, I shall 1"101 discuss bere the 
longitude which is to result from it. In the mean time, how~er, if we add to these 
obscrvatillns, those which M. d' Apres made in '751, it may be supposed that, with. 
out any sensible error, the difference of the meridian of Paris, and of St. Denis in 

the Isle of Bourbon. or of Cape Bernard, ii 310 a' t. and contequent1y the eaatern 

longitude 53° " or 8'. 

Ddermillotio1l oJ tbe Longitude Djlbe Island of Madeira. by tl¥ Eclipses 01 
1 ljpiter's Satellites, observed by AI. Bory, Lieutenant in the Royal Ntroy, 
compared witb those Of lvI. l' Abbe de ta CailJe, ill Jhe lsle oj FrQnce, by M. 
d, Lisle. 

'I'M . Bory having observed twO immersions of the fint satellite of Jupiter. and 

one of the third, at Funchal. the capital of the Island of Madeira, towards the end 

of the yea r 175~1 and at the commencement of the year 1754, I compared them 
.... ;th those of the Abbe de la CaiUe, in the Isle of France. which .. re the only ones 

that 1 have found to correspond with those of M. Bory. 

U When I speak of corresponding observations. I understand not only those 
which have been made preci~ly at the same time, for such ace not to be found. 

but it is wdl known, that in the usc of the observations of the satellites of Jupiter 

fur the longitudes. particularly those of the first, the observations, which w~e made 

alier two or three revolutions, may be employed, when SliGh as ate simultaneous 

c.:mnOI be obtamed. But, fortunately, the resuits that I have drawn from the three 

obsc:rvalioJU of M. Bory, agreed within a few seconds; which justifies the use that 
1 have made of them, in comparing them with those of the Abbe e la Caille, with 

the difference of twO or three revolutions. 

(.; In ocder to reduce to the meridian of Paris the difftreoce which I have foufld 

in lhc Isle of France aud the Island of Madeira, I must suppose a known longitude 

aD. 
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betwet:n the Isle of France and Paris; but 1 believe tbu I have $u ffi cicmly deter

miO('(f it, by taking the medium of twenty results, which I have drawn from nine 
obsen'auolU that M. I'Abbe de 13 Caille has made on the satellites of Jupiter in the 

h le of Fnnce. 1 compa~ these nine observations of the Abbe de 1a Caille, with 

alilhe correspondent or approaching observations, made in different place., of which 

I have bec::n able: to obtain observations, and the longitude of ..... hich ...... ith JSpeCI to 
Puis, ..... as pretty well known. The resulting <'iffc:rencc: of longitude between the Isle 
of Frano: and Paris, in taking a medium between these two determinations, was 

found to be 3' 4,d 45" . 
U I also examined the ruult of ~ven ob.ervalions of the satellites of Jupiter. 

made in the Isle of France, in the year 1751, by M. d'Apres, aneM formed nine

'I~n resula for the difference of longitude between th~t isle and l)~ris. The mean 

difference bct'ft'ccn these nineteen results i, found to be a· 40' u ti ; so lh~t laking 

a new medium between lh~bservations of M. d'Apres and those of M. l'AbbC. 
de la Caine, the longitude between the Isle of Funee and Paris m~y be computed 

la"be about 3' 40' 35"; approaching somewhat nearer the results drawn from the 

ob.ser\'atiom of M. I' Abbe de la Caille, than those of M. d' Apres. 

It Supposing this longitude, the following is that of Funchal, as it relulu from 

me observauoQs of M. n ory. 
" 17li8-December ~8. 

Immenion of the lint satellite, observed at Funehal, by M, Bary 
Adding for two re\'olution, 

1he immersion .hould happen at Funthal 15t of January, 1754 
It Wal was observed at the lilt o f France lit of January 

DilJ'ercnce of FuncbaJ ana the Isle of France 

Difference of the 1.1c of France and Pari. 

D iffertnce, therefore, of Funcbal and Paris 

. " 
18 14 5f. 

B; 11 55 7 

1 10 1 

111 1 48 

4 57 47 
8 40 35 

1 17 18 
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ff 1754-January 1 . 

fmmenion of tbe 6nt Plellilc, observed in the I sle of France 
Adding for three revolution' 

The immersion 5hould happen at the hie of France, 6th of January 

It was ob.erved at Funchal, by M. Bary 

Difference of Funchal and the lsle of France 
Difference of tbe hle of France and Paris 

Difference of Funchal and Paris 

SSg 

• I II 

IS 148 

5; 7 "3 '3 

19 31 1 
6 14 33 19 

1 '7 1 

Immersion of the third satellite, observed at the !slear France in Jan. 1; U 3~ 4,6 

Added for one revolution of that satellite 1 a 55 u 

The immersion should happen at the Isle of France, 8th or January 16 V,7 58 

11 was obJerVcd at Funchal 8th of January 11 go 0 

Difference of the Isle of France and Funchal 

Difference of Paris and lhe hIe of France 

Difference: of Funchal and Paris 

4 57 II!! 
a 40 35 

1 '1 s3 

" The mean difference between thetc: three determinations of longitude at Funchal 

and Pari., is 1· 17' 1411
, or 19° J8' f . Ir, therefore, the first meridian which passes 

over the bland of Ferro be just 1;0· from Paris, as is generally conjectured, the lown 
of Funch.1 ahould not be more distant from this 6rst. meridian towards the east tban 
o· -tl't." 

1 be continuation of these observations may be seen p. 658, and the following 
pep, In u,e Memoirs of the French Academy, 115 •• 
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CHAPTER XX. 

1 
Life oj M. I' Abbe de 10 Caill • . 

N U:HOLAI Louis de: la Caille, was born lhe 151h of March, 11'8, at Ro_i 

Bourgade, in the diocese of Rheims, situate two leagues from R osor. in Thier~rc:. 
His fal~ was Nicholas Louis de la Caille, and his mother Barbr: Rcbuy; and he 

was allied to many ancient and distinguished familiel in Ih~ Laonois. 

U His falher, who had served in the Corps of Cens d' Armes, as well as in the 

Artillery, enjoyed, in 17131 an handlOme revenue, and led a retired life, which he 

.,aried by cultivating the"sciences. He was an excellent mechanic, and invented 

iC\'cral "ery ingenious machines . 

• U At a very early age, the Abbe de la Caille manifested those talenu which pro

mised lhat he would one day be an honour to his Coulltry. hut a project in which 

M. de lil Caille had engaged, and had absorbed, in a few )teafS, the whole of bi, 
fOrlune, threalcned to destroy the plan which be bad formed for the education of 
his son. 

W The bte Duke du Maine, however, placed him at the head of an establishm~t 
which was about to be formed in one of the American islands. He accordingly 
repaired to Nama, in 1725. by order of the Prince, with the design to embark fot 

the place ofbis destination; but on a sudden mat plan wal set aside, and he again 
found hlUl5C'lf '" ithout ~iluation or employment. The hie Dutchess du l\.hinc, 
then, received him into her scNice at Anet; where he grutly improved the 

revenues ofbis beod'aclreu. He: now renewed his aUentK>Il. to the education of 
hi. son, and KlOn after p1.teed him with the principal of the college of MaRIe, on 
the river Seine, who was hili friend. III the year 1129 he was entered u. bolrder 
in tbe college of Lisc:ux, ",·here he g«:ady distinguished him6e1f by hi. literary 
auainmenu. 

" Hil inclinations appeared It this time to be directed towards the belles ktUCW. 
when he t.id hi. hand by chance On the Elemenu of Eudid; and biyinS made hiM! 

self lIWier of them, without any owi.st.ance or in,uuclion. bil reuoo .11 ...... 



HISTORY OF MAURITIUS. 

by that study, and he at once'devoted himself 10 mathematical pursuits. He soon 
ancr l>ccame the pupil of M. Cassini, was seuled at the observatory, and surpaucd 
the lOon sanguine expectations of that renowned astronomer. The first observatioru 

oflhe Abbe de la Caille are in the month of May, 1737. 

j, M. Cassini, proud of tbe assistant which he had gained, lOOk every apponun;,y 
of declaring his rarc and superior taknu. M. Manldi, who was a witnc&5 of the 

extraordinary capacity and progress of the young astronomer, became at once his 

admirer and his friend. Assisted by these: two learned men, he proceeded in his 

career wuh the rapidit}' lhal might be expected from such a pupil of such masters. 

He unforlUnatcly lmt the former by an unforeseen accident; but the latler sur. 
vived to continue his friendship and protcction. 

" In the month of May, '138, he accompanied M. Maraldi who was employed 

to lay down the sea chart from Names 10 Bayonne; an operation in which he ga\'e 

new proofs of his talents . 

.. M. Dominic Ca~ini. M. de 101 Hyrc, and M. Maraldi, uncle of the acadcmi~ 

cian of our day, had undertaken, in the year 1690, to trace a mc:ridian from th' 
80ulh 10 the north of France: this operalion was complet.c:d in the year 1718 by 
M. M. Cusini .and Manldi; but as the instrumenu of that period were leu perfect 
than those which are in use in our time. certain errors were unavoidably blended 
wilh it, and twenty yc:ars pas.K:d away without allY aHempt bc:ing made to correct 
them. M. Cassini had indeed formed the design, and he now cbarged the Abbe 
de la Caille, and his son M. Thury, with the execution of it. This undertaking wa, 

also calculated to facilitate the execution of a geometrical description of l'ul'!t"e, 

which M. Cassini had been commissioned to undertake by M. Orry, Comptroller 
of the Finances; and wbich was necessarily to commence by a parallel of Paris., 
which M. L <I .. sini had already begun. 

"The new meridian was to be traced from Perpignan to Dunkirk. The Ab~ 

de 101 Caille, therefore, St:t Out for the former place with M. Thury, in the month 
of July. '73!h and he was no sooner arrived there. than he began that part or 
the operations panicularly entrusted to him, which he continued to the end or 
October. 

,. In November he was recalled 10 Paris. to take possession or the Mathematica1 
Chair in the Maurin colltge; and he then relurned to Perpignan. Tbe cold, which 

beu.me excessive allhe end of November, and throughout the following month, 
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accompanied wilh snows, and other alt~ndanlS on an inclement season, did not cool 
his ardour; he accordingly pasaed from RouMillon into Languedocl and from thence 
into Auvcrgllc, where, in the midst of snows, he continued his scirnlific labours. 
He arrived at Paris at the conclusion of the rude winter of 1740. 

" On his return to Paris, he assissled M. Canini in ascertaini ng the base 

of M. Picard, and the direction of the meridian from Paris to' Perpignan. In 

the mOOlh of July he look the road to Dunkirk, and suffered fresh fatigues. 
Occupied during the day in preparillg his instrumenu, and fixing mach ines on 
the summits of mountains, he made hi, ob~c:r\'ation! during die night, slJbjecl to 

I~ injuries of the open air. and frequently without the most common conveniences 

artife. 
" In 1741, M. de Lisle, associate in ordinarylo the Royal Academy of Sciences 

for the departnlCnt of Astronomy, from the: advanced period of hi s age, demanded 
hi. retreat; M. Flfuchy passed from the: place: of assistant to that of associate, and 
the Abbe de la aulle ,,"'as cho5Cll by the: Academy to replace M. de FondlY. M. 
de 1a Caille was received in the month of May, and appeared for the first lime with 
great c:clat in that illustrious Society, by reading, at hi s introduction, a memoir on 
the calculation ohhe differences in spherical trigonomecry ;-a most profound and 
elaborate work. 

" He presented the Aca<kmy the repon of an eclipse of the moon, which he had 
oblnVed at the Hermitage on the mountain of 51. Victor, near Aix in Provence, 
!.he 13th of January. 1740. This report was received with 8rtal pleasure, as the 
eclipse bad not bc:m observed al Paris, on account of the cloudy weather . 

.. Hi. admission into the Academy was the only rccompente the AbtM: de: la 
Q.iDe receiv~ for the part he took in fomling the meridian; he did not obtain a 

pensionary grat..iJication till afler his return from the Cape. 
,# Before the end of 1741 , he publilibed his £lemenls of Mathematics, and they 

are cons..idered as a t:btJ d'auvre of perspicuity and preciliQn in the learned world. 
Various edition. of them have appeared in France, and they have been tranIlalcd 
into all the: principal language. of Europe:. 

"]n 174~. a cornet appeared in (he month. of Man:h, April. and May, and the 
Abbe de la CaiUe compoiCda tnemeiron its apparition and its coUJ'Jt. ]n lht IUDC 
year he abo furmed another memoir, COfI\llrU"I a mabod to 6ud the place ellhe 
the Sun', 'pegce. 
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II On quitting his apanmeol at the ObserV2tory, he felt himltlf. as it were, expa
trialed, and he werefore constructed one at the Manrin College . 

• e He made twO kinds of observations, the one for his own particular inquiries, 
and the other for public instruction: in the 5tcond diu we must comprebend 
those which he published in J 743, on a comet that appeared in the month of Fe_ 
bruary; on the conjunction of Mars and Saturn; on the passage of the Sun in the 
parallel of Areturu:.; on the conjunction of Mars and Jupiter: on the Sun in its 
apogeum.i on the passage of the Sun in the parallel of Procyon; on the=: altitude of 

the upper extremity of the Sun in the tropic of Capricorn:; on the planet Mercury 

in the Sun; on the Sun in its perigeum; with inquiries concerning the place of the 

apogeum of that luminary . 

.. 1n the same year he published his laborious process o n the mer;dian; but would 

not stirrer his name to appear in the frontispiece of the work, and abandoned 0111 the 

honour to his associate, who did not fail, ho ..... ever, to make all due acknowledge

ment for the es&elltial assistance which he received from M. de la CaiJle. . . 
" At length he acqlllred, what be so well deserved. the character of a consum_ 

mate astronomer; and having, by his Immense labours, acquired a most profound 

knowledge of hi. science, he determined to convey to others an acquaintantt with 

its principles. He accordingly eompo'Cd his Elements of Astronomy, and published 

an octavo edition of them, with figures, &c. ..... hich has been translated into the 

English, Spanish, and Latin languages . 

.. He abo composed elementary Lessons of Mechanics, and ti.e Elements of 

Optics and Penpe~tive. Various other curious and admirable papers on astrono

mical subjects are to be found in the Mcmoirs of the Academy. 

" I n 1746, he published the first part of his Ephemeris, which comprebends ten 

years. 1 i.1"re is a kind of Supplement to it in the Chronological Table, which was 

placed at the head of the Art 10 verify D ollS. This lable reacbc:.s to the year 1800. 
He composed the part that relates to the cdipSCI~ which is the moSt impouant. 

n In 'l593, a comet had been observed at ZcrbSt, in the principality of Anhalt, 
from whose apparition new discoveries might be made in astronomy. M. de la 

Callie therefore gave the theory of it to tbe Academy in 1147, with-the same accu. 

racy as if he had bimself observed it. 'Va1tberus bad, at the close of the 6f~ 

ceotury, made observations at Nuremberg, and M. de la Caille, in 1 H~h commu. 
niwed to the Academy his Memoir on WaltheruJ. 

a E 
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" He continued his unremiued labours on variou~ branches of astronomy, to the 
great illumarion of that science, and the honour of his country, till tbe year 1750, 

""hen he proceeded to pursue his researches in the other hemisphere. 

"On the 21St of No\'cmber, 1750, he embarked at VOTicn!, on board the 

Glorieux, commanded by M. d'Apres. and in Lhrcc weeks arrived at the Cape de 

Verc! Islands: on the 25th of January, 1751, they put into Rio de Janeiro, on t~e 

coast of Brazil, where they remained, from some repairs" ceuary to a small vessel 

which attended them. upwards of a month. M. de 1a ~Ile. however, was not idle 

during his abode there, but made several imponant observations re~pccting the 10n

gimek, &c. On ,he 25th of February they set sai l from thence, and on the 30th of 

March arrived in sigh t of the Cape of Good H ope, but did not enter the road till 

the 19th of April. 

.. The astronomer was received at the Cape with all the honour due to hi, supe

rior science and character., He began his observations on the 10th of May, 1151, 

'\I.·ith the parallax of the Moon, and continued them to the 25th of February, J752. 

He ob2rved Venus from the 25th of October to the 25th of the following Novem

ber; and the planet Mars from the 31 st of August to the 9th of October. He 

renewed his operalions on the parallax of the Moon in the month of March, and 
continued them till October. ln the interval of his observations he gave his auen. 

tion to geography and objects of natural philosophy. He sent the details of his first 

operations to the Academy beforr. his return. 

" Ptolemy, wbo lived in Egypt, gave a catalogue oftke southern stars, but that 

catalogue was incomplete. 

Of The Ponuguae navigatOr! had traced the plan of several constellations, but in 

ruch a couse way that a~lronomy did not derive any advantage from d~m. 

" In 1677, M. Halle)' went to the hland of SI. Helena. to form a celestial chan 
of the south~ hemisj)here. and he observed Lut three hundred and fifty &lars. 

" At the comlOC'IlCCment of the present ttmury, the Baron Kro.ick had charged 

PM" K.olbe, a PrussiOln, with the same commission al Ihal of M. de la CaBle I but 

he did not answer the expectations of the German nobkman who employed him. 

Thul the descriptiolls of the loulhern hemisphere. when M. de la Caille arrived at 
the Cape. were nothing more than rough outlines • 

.. He bcgan to obscrvr the soulhem Stan the 6th of August. 1751. and continued 

that la.bour till the same month in the following year. He beheld, in aU tbcir lUICK, 
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large stars which were not known 10 the astronomers of Europe but by their nebu_ 

lous .hapes. 
It M. de la CaHle had directed his first atlelltions only to tbe stars of the first, 

second, third, and fourth magnitude: having, however, a favourable opportunity, 

he determined to include within his calculation those Ort~ fifth, sixth, and .seventh 

magnitude. 
" On the 17th of February, a very thick and unwholesome fog arose at the Cape. 

and M. de la Caille was affected with all the disagreeable conv.qucnces of it. He 

however recovered in the same month of the year '752, in wDleh he died in the 

year 1762. 
If As soon as he had completed his catalogue of the sou:hern stars, he compared 

it with the planisphcn: which had been laid down by M. Halley in 167 7. and he 
found that he surpasseJ by 9450 Slar~ that or lhe English astronomer. 

" Afte r having examined the planisphcre of Halley, as well as those of Ptolemy, 

and the Portuguese pilots, M. de la Caille found place for fourteen new constella

tions, better furnished, and more exact than those of the ancients, which requir4.d 

a general reformation. 

" On the 8th of March, '153, he embark~on board the French ship the Puiuieux, 

bound for China, and whi ch was to louch at the Isles of France and Bourbon. 

During the pauagc from the Cape to tbe lsle of France, he made an experiment 

which has proved very useful to sailors, of a simple method of finding the longitude 

at sea. He has inserted it in his Ephemeri.s, as well as in another (If his works, and 

it may be conside red as onc of the most important services wh ich he has rendered 

to mankind. He arrived at the Isle of France the 18th of April, forty days after 

his depanure from tbe Cape. 

I! An 3lcount of his operations in the Isle of FraDce are to be found in the 

Memoirs of the Academy of the year 1754. and in his Hinorical J ournal. He 

embarked the 15th of January, 1754. for the Isle of Bourbon, and arrived there 

the following da,.. After he had fulfilled the object of his mission, he embarked 

the s71h of February following on board the Achilles, and retu rned to France . 

.. On the 15th of April the shI p came to an anchor btfOre the Isle of Ascension. 

M. de la Caille remained tbere only five days, but be availed himself or the oppor~ 

wnit)' to determine the politioo or the place; a very important point for abips on 

a E • 
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thr:ir return from India to Europe:. He re-embarked on the tOth or April, and 

arrived at L 'Orient on the 4th of June, after a very fortunate voyage . 

.. On tbe 1!.8tb of the same month he returned to Paris, after an absence of three 

yurs and eight months; when. his first care was to digest hi. ohKrvations, and com

pare. r~ wilh those of his correspondents, in ord~ to put the last hand to the great 
work of his mission. He: first detached 1936 stars from his general catalogue, whtch 
the Academy placed in its Memoirs. He deferred giving his ob~rvalions on it to 

the year J 760, in order Lhat nothing should be wanting which might advance their 
perfection. A great part of this imparl ant work was printed at the expence of the 

author, who had n Ol, however, .the satisfaction to see it finished • 
.. Beside, the two par'll of 1M relation of his ,'o)'a~s, M. de la Caille enriched the 

Memoirs of tbI=: Academy with many imponant pieces. In 1757,.he presented to 

the public his work enti~ed Aslronomi4 Fundomenlo; one of the molt important 

that had ever appeared on that sc~ce. and which provel iu author to ha\'c obtained 

a complete knowledge oflhe tWO celestial hemispl)CfO. It consistS of a quano volume, 

which i. followed with Observations on the Refraction of the Stars, aoo SolarTables 
• 

of the same author, which appeared in 1758. 

t< J n 17 Sg, he presented various memoirs 10 the Academy on very important sub. 

jecu of astrOnomy; and in 1760 he formed the tksign to determine a certain number 

of zodiaca1 Stars; and invented an instrument for the purpoJe of carrying it intO exe. 
cution, He observed ,ix hundred zodiacal stars during the: two yean 1760 and 1761 . 

.. In the month of June in the: same year, M. de la Caille had begun a great work, 

.. ·bieh occupied all his attention, when he ",'as aHacked by the disorder of which he 
d ied. It wa, a Course of Observations on all pans of thc: Heavens, fl!1atively to 

each other ; from whence it. degree of ccnainty in operation would result, which 

must be of the Utmost utility to u tronomers. 
" He maintained a connanl correspondence with the most distinguished astro

nomers and mathematicians of every part of the world. His correspondent at Pekin 

was Father lkooit, hi, former pupil, who was become a resident in the palace of 

the Emperor of OIina. in tbat city. 

H In 1761, he paid bis academical tribute of f1vc important memoirs; and he read 
before the a .. emblr.d Academy, a DilCoune OD the Progrtas of Astronomy during 

the thirty preceding yeu •• 
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" He had long been solicited by his friends to augment the treasures of litenture. 

by an history of astronomy, from ils origin to his own improvements in I"alscience; 
and he ct)llstantly resiSlcd thClr entreatie~l till the voice of the public demanded this 

important work at hi s hands: but death, which too often interrupts human projects, 

sliOed thiS admira ble design at the moment of its conception. \-Vhat such a work: 

would have been, may be conc('ived from the character or the man who had under_ 

taken it i and that he did not live to complete It, must be regretted by all who are 

interested in the advancement of science, and the improvement of mankind. 

~. M. de 101 Caille had completed his forty_ninth year, when hiS constitution ~gan 

to give way, and at the cnd of February, 1762, he was attacked by the same disor_ 

der which he had suffered at the Cape in February, t75V; and on the ust or 

March be departed !.his life, at the same age as his father, and in the same month in 

which he ",'as born. It would be needless to describe the universal regret which 

followed the loss of a man equally dear to scienee and to virtue." 

• 

• 
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CHAPTER XX/' 

Extracts from Ibl Obstroolionr oj }of. Le Genlil, R oyal Academician, respicting 
tbe &m/bern Htmispbere, ~c.; ilIa Series oj utters to M. de lo Nux, Cor. 
respondent Of the R oyal A cademy 0/ &itnces. at the. I sle of Bourbon. 

hie Df France, Feb. 6. 1761. 

" ••• U I AM occupied in calculating for Rodrigult:, t transh of Venus over 
the: Sun, on the same principles employed to calculate it for Paris. I have found 

that, at the moment oiinhe ent rance of Venus, the centre of Lhe Sun should be de

"lled above the horizon of R odrigue:: nea r I ", 
c'The calculation of M. de la Lande, founded upon some ..... hat d ifferen t principles. 

afi'ordJ me lOme encouragement ; for this Academician ha5 found it to be ncar 80
: 

and as to Lhe corrections thal M. de la Lande has made of the astronomical table.s 

of M. M. Cassini and Halley, which you must have sec=n in lhe Ephemeris of 176" 

that I have scnt you; do they appear to you 10 be well founded? In , hon, may I 

not at lt'asl suspend my judgment as to the preference which ought to be given to 

hi. calculation, or mine? 

~. Aoother cause rc=nders the moment of the entrance of Venu. very doubtful and 
uncenain at R odr'gue%: you know, II well as me, Ihal in the seas which ~urround 

your isles, the months of June, July. and August, form a season when strong galel 

from the IOUth.ca La the east·south-eall prc=vail, and which are seldom accompanied 

with a clear and serene Iky; so Ihal il very seldom happeru that the SUIl can be loen 

at ill ri ling. and DOl often till it hal attained a considerable degree of elevation; 

becaulC lile&e gales render the horizon misty, or fonn a range of cloud. considcnbly 

above il. Such are my doubts rc'pecting the ls1e Rodriguee aa a place to obaerve 

tbe entrance of Venul on the Sun ; bill it i, very probable that I .hall myself visit 

that island, al it i. now the 6th of February, and I am witbout !.he hope c,f any 

other resource." 
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Isle of France, June 1]. 1761 . 

••• n J have found an observation ~n the departure of Venus, made by our 

friend M. de Selignr,- and I have made use of it (0 determine the meridian where 

I was when I observed Venus. This officer, who is a very good and zealous asuo

nomer, has an excellent pendulum with seconds, and knows how to employ it." 

On IIx bigb Seas . 

.. The ~hips which go to China having gOt 10 the 118to meridian of Teneriffe, 

on the 34th or 35th parallel, arc then very ncar the land of New Holland, and con

sequently enough to the east nOt to be in a silUation to miss the Strait of Sunda, 

but from ignorance or neglect. It is also at t 1S" of longit ... de that these vessels 

begin to turn, by the aid of the south.east wind. towards the island of Java, and 

endeavour to stand in to the middle of il. This precaution is absolutely necessary. 

in order to get to the windward of the strait, for if a ship gC'ts to the leeward, it is 

very improbable she would be able to enter it; the ,'oyage would be lost; and die 
• 

only resource that is left would be to proceed to the windward, in order to gail1. 
the Strait of Malacca, if the season should not be tOO much adVanced . 

" \Ve entered into the line nf the south.cast winds, ",hich we found towards 300 

of latitude. While we kept the latitudes of 31° aoo 35-, we had very high seas. 

but if the waves wcrc very high, tbey ..... erc at the same lime so long, that their 

e)(tremitic. were lost in the distance, in the same manner as tho!1'! which are found 

on the Olher side of Africa when we havc pas.o;ed the tropic of Capricorn, to double 

the Cape of Cood Hope. When we had got into the variable winds we had no 

more of these long waves, but found in their place a short divided ~ . 

.. The F.uropean seas are also very long, as well as all those ..... hich extend from 

this part of the world to the Cape of Good H ope. These long seas are not .so 
dangerous as the sOOn ones. Off lhe Cape of Good Hope: the sea is almost always 

agitated by enormous waYes, which encoumer each other in twe and sometimes 

three diKerent directions; forming the highest seas as yet known in any part or the 

globe. Seamen who have.paucd Cape Horn in bad weather, and the Cape of Good 

Hope. have universally declared, mat if the wave~ ran equ .. lly high at (Ape Horn 

as they do at the Cape or Good Hope, the fonner would be absolutely impa~~ble, 

because the 'wind blows there with greater rorce. When you have doubled the 

• M. de Seligny wu III officer in tbe $ta ferrite \lfthe Jndia Companr. 
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Cape of Good Hope. and have got up to 30° of lat itude, in the Ethiopic Ocean, 

you no longer meet with any of lbest long seas of Europe. and or the west of 

lOuthern Africa. In thi' ocean the waves are short and divided. These seli 
frequent ly main the sh ips much more than the long ..... avcli. particularly after a gale, 

as the wind i ncrca~s tbe division of these waves, so as to give them the shape and 
size of sugar loaves, which proves alv.'ars very distressing, and sometimes vert inju_ 

rious to ships. . 

,. The reason why the sea is lIO high at the Cape of Cood Hope. and that it is less 

so at Cape Horn, appears to me to be as follows: beyond the fo11'l'\tt cape, between 

the Tropic" and in the different pans of I ndia, the sea {orms, as it were, a kind 

of baYt sprinkled with isles and comprehended wuhin coasts, which, though at a 

sreal distance from each othcr, are the cause, nevenhdeu, of the periodical ,,-inds 
which blov. there. The sea, therefore, may be said to be confi ned elween tbene 

parallels. 

" \ Vhen roo are once gOt to the Cape of Good Hope, the waters r to be 
~ longer in a $late of confincmcm, but arc entirt=ly free, and Ie!ft, as it were, to 
themsel ves. th rou&h-an immense 'pace! of lalimde and longitude. T he Viel[ winds 
are then .t lilxrty 10 extend themsdves, and 10 raise up the !lea ill the Cape. while 
the immense bank at the point oi this Cape contributes, wilh the wind, to sWe!lIlhe 

walen of this pan of the Ottan. 

B irds. 

" 1 remarked thal lhe Damiers quitted w at 300 and some minuteJ of latitude. 
and that we found them abo in lhe Ame degree; so that these birch do not go a. 

far a. tbe troJli:. J t appears that they dehght in the: WCil. winds, and thaI the nature 
of thl: general winch drives them from thei r limiu . 

.. The Poilu en Cul i. altagether different. II would be curiouJ to know the 

preciae I.titude ,,'hich forma, as it were, the boundary of these Damiers. 
n We found ourseJYeJ on the 2ad of June in the latitude of the Triollel, at I a; 

of longitude; me charu place them in 119" During the night, we run on Ihort 
taclu in !.he offing. from the fear of falling in with d'ICm. We pautd tbe whole of 
the Ifth Without .r.cing Iny thing ; and 1 thought it yery ' ingular tbll we did not 

eye" ace Iny birds, which are ceru.in indicatioN of land or iNulaced rocb. We 
Jaw (,,·0 Paille en Cub; but it is well known that these birch are Crequeatly ICCh It 
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filiy league. from their habitation, and this distance does not prevent lhcm from 

returning thither every evening: though they will sometimes pus the night on the 

upper yards of ships which tbey chance to meet ." 

On the Voyage to Cbino, 

POlldicherry. October I . 1761. 

"\Vhh respect to the supposed passage to China by the north-east. 1 shall 
considcl t ..... o points:-T he reality of the pas~ge.-and the ad\'antage which the 

commerce of r.urope might derive from it. 

" In the fi rst place, I am fi rmly persuaded that no such passage exists ; and I am· 

of opinion that the Dutch have proved its non-existence , ir. thei r third voyage, par_ 

ticularly in the vici nity of the Nonh Pole . 
.. With respect to the advantages that Europeans might derive from these voyages., 

I cannot discover any; and 1 think that voyages from France to Canton by the 

nonh. east, ..... ould be almost as long as they now are by the Cape of Good Hope. 

or I will suppose, for a moment, that this p3ssa~ exists during a momh, o l'.five 

weeks at most, in the }'ear; that is to say, during a part of the months of July and 

August; with this restriction, nevertheless, that there would be certain years in 

which this passage would opell and shut :l little sooner or later . 

.. This being agreed, I do not hesitate to declare, that a ship which should make 

her voyage to Canton in China by this passage, and shou!rI return by the same, 

would employ seventeen or eighteen months. 

" Now the voyages to China by the Cape of Good Hope, including the time 

which ships employ in different ports, are only from seventeen to eighteen months; 

1l00hing therefore ',j,'ould be gained by the supposed passage. We will endca" our to 

illustrate thi& idea . 

.. It is impouibie to enter into the Chinese Seas from any quaner but by lhe assist

ance of the monsoons. 

" These winds are regulated there, as they are in the Indian Seas i that is, they 

blow from west to south. west and by south ITom the middle of May 'to the middle 

of October. and during the rest of the year thq blow from the north to the north_ 

east by eaSL The times arc ascenOlincd when ship, are to arrive in their respective;, 
re.g1ons. 

a F 
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.. T he ships arrive in China in AUgust and September, and depln £rom thence. 

at the latest, in the early pan of February . 

.. This monsoon is not exclusivt:ly possC&scd by the Chinese Seal, but extends 

beyond me Island of Fo nnosa to the Seas of Japan. 

" The D utch at Batavia, the only Europeans ..... ho send a ship to Japan. and 

consent to be insulted onc.e a year by che J apanese, to be Ihe cxdu$ivc posJeSSOr.9 
of iu commerce;* are very attentive in the middle of the west monsoon, in order (0 

double tbe Cape Bajador in the Phillipine Islands, and 10 pass through tbe st rait 

\I'hich is formed by them and the coast of China. This vend returns to Batavia 

\\ \th the north-cast monsoon. 

,; The Chinese junks, so ill calculated to resist strong gales, and ..... hich. of all the 

vend, in the Ea~tern sea.~. have the greatest occasion for regular winds, arc very 
carefu l not to undertake a voyage against the monsoon. Several of thc:se vessels 

go from Emou)' to Manilla, where tht)' arril'e at the latest in April, and return 

from thc:nce the litter end of August or the beginning of September. ,Vithoul dIU 

precaulion they would not be able 10 reach Emou)', whose positiQiar th" entrmcc 

of t)\r: channel is such, as to be inacce:ssiblc: to all vessels coming from the Chin~ 

Sns or Manilla, during the: season of the: north-east 'A'inds. 

" According to thCK: certain and invariable rules, which no one acquainted with 
the: subject ..,.,ill hesitate to admit, I will suppose that a ship has opened the north 

pauagc: by the middle of AuguSl:, it cannot, nevertheless, enter the Chinese seas by 
Cape Bajador before the month of Sept.c:mbc:r 1 when the west moniOOli has not 

quite ceased, and the east monsoon has nOt begun to blow. When this ahip is ar. 
rived at Camon, it will be obliged to re:main there till the:: middle of May in tbe 

following ye.ar, at a great expenee and charges; as it cannot leave that port lO get 

• The Dutch caunot come to an anchor on the C:OUIl of J lpan. their 'hip remain. It a small 

island appropriated for that purpote, at the disflnc:e of lOme leagues from the c:ontintnt . No 
1000er is the ship come 10 llontbor than the j 'pantle go (In board, talc poIln5ion or the Rill and 

helm.. IJId c:arry them OD Iftort:. The Dillch then preteDt the invoke of the cargo to certain com· 

miuionen, ",JIO 5et tbrir own price on the uticltl it contain., u well ill on thOle wlltch. are to be 
Jirtn in laner. The Dutch are entirely passive in thil c:ommer«; the JapiUlm unlClltd their 

$hip, and fumbh it .ith • new Clrgo. accordin, 10 their pkalUU. wi thout aoy obR'I"Va.rion belo. a'I_ u to fbe ani.c:ks it contain., or tbe qu.liry of t~. The .. iI. and helm ate then rttUl'.-d • 
• leh. an order for the .hip to ec:t under way .. fOOl1 at it un be refitted for tbllt purpost~ 

.. 
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back (0 the seas in the vicinity of Japan lill the return of the west monsoon. This 
ve~se l will have but two nlombs at most to arrive at the entrance of the nonhern 

pauagt. and -if unfortunately it should meet with any obstacles or delay during that 

period, it will risk the arriving too lale at the passage, and find it shut. 

f< I t ap~ars indeed to me, that obstacles arc not only pmsib1e. but probable; 

because beyond 400 of latitude. whether nonhern or southern, tbe winds are variable, 

.s is well known; and even bl~w oftener from the north-west. to the south-wot, than 

from any other point of the horiwn. Now, the Weit or nonb-wcsc. winds, which are 
very good winds for the outward voyage, would oftentimes pro\'"c contrary on the 

return : but ,upposing a ship should meet with every favourable t:ircunutance, she 

canllot clear the passage and get back to France before th~ end of September: thus, 
as she must have laken her depan1,lre, at the latest, ill the first week of May in ~e 

preceding year, the voyage will last seyent~n moruhJJ without even a1lowing not 
only fo r possible but even probable delays. 

" The French ships which sa il to Canton by the Cape of Good Hope, lake their 
departure in ~ beginning of January, and return aboutlhe end of June. in the-fa!. 

lowing year, which forms a period of eighteen months, including near tWO months 
stay at the hie of FC3nct:. 

" They might also, inlte.ul of putting into the Cape, draw t1!eir refreshmenu from 
the Straits of Sunda > tbe lihips might in that case leave France in tbe montfu of 
February or March, 10 thClt the voyagt' would not be more than Meen or,sixteen 

months, allowing for accidents. ~t appears, lherefon:, that tbe voyage by the north

cast would be the longest by a month o r px weeks. 

" If it is objected to me, that the ship whK:h I suppou: to have gone to China h)' 
the north passage should return to France: by the Cape of Good Hope. and conse
queml)1 tloe voyage "'Quid not occupy more than founeen months, a.nd t.hat 10 far 
f.'om lo.ing a month or six weeks, as J ha.ve supposed, that space of time, on the 
contrary, would be gained> I ,ball answer, Ihat it is not certain, allowing lhe.hlp to 
arrn'C in China in lhe month of November, that it ean complete its cargo fOr Europe 
before the middle of January, when it is absolutely necessary for her to kaye China, 
(if she is to put in any wtere), in order to double the Cape: of Cood Hope : I will 
however Nppoae. thac. she mly be able' to sait from Canton, from the 15th to the ~OI.b 

of JanQarf, and that tMrtbytbe: voyage, would be shonened it montb or forty days; 

SF. 
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but 1 shall beg ~ave to uk, if the lime thus gained would counterbalance the risks 
and dangers that are inevitable in the navigation by the north I and if it would be 
prudent to suB"er two ships, worth upwards of three millions of livre., which i, the 
value of the China cargoes, 10 rei urn by that passage? 

" The navigation by the Cape of Good H ope is so cenain, that a common sea· 

man is Qualified to take a ship to China by that course, and bring her hack to France 

in -&ood condition . 
.. By tbe nOM, however, the most .ki lful and .experienced seaman win find it a 

difficult undertaking to conduct a ship 10 China; but even if the voyage should Ix: 
successful, it cannot be denied that it would be almou as 10llg as that by the old 
course of the Capc of Good Hope." 

NarllgaliOlJjrom tb, lsI, oj Frlznce to Cadit: 

." •• • , Don J~h de Cordova fitted up for me on board his frigate, a large 

chamber, ""hich was equal in $iu to two of toose which I bad ~fore occupied. 
\\'O.ltt sail from the hie of France tM: 80th of March, 1171, having vcry line 
'We~thu. and constant winds from the 3O ulh.east 10 the Call, till we reached the 
Moumbique Strait. 

" ' Ve bad paSled considerably to the south of the coast of Africa, where the tem

pesu are lIIuch more frcquent, being in the paralleJ.s of a7" 10 a8", than along the 
coast. I have been infonned by "cry experienced seamen, tbat along the eoan or 
Africa there is a strong currenl that runi to the west, at least, during this 5Cason, 
and that in 37'" or air, and beyond, the current .run. to the cut, that notwithstand_ 
jng the .violent winds which alway. blow from the weatem quatter, arc in direct 
oppoe:ition u, the current; the current continue. ill course to the well. and enables 

ships to double the Cape in c.he teeth of tbe wind" while in af and SSO the wind 
and the current LIke the AIDe direction. 

" T he .hip' .. ·bicb return from India,. wi th a view or doubling the Cape i n the 
winter, must not get to a great diatance from the land. Tbey may keep in the offing 
during the night, bUI in !.he day tbey muit approach the .hore, and, if possible, never 
lose .ight of it I ., that they may double il by the aid of .the current : but i~ on 
the contrary, from a miatlken .pprehellsion of getting lOO near the coaa" they 
.drive away to the JOuth as far a. 81· or Sr. the&e shjplwiJJ have both windt and 

• • 
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currenu to encounter, and consequently risk oil failure of their design to double 
the Cape. 

" This mana:uvre gives a probability to tbe voyages of the ancient Egyptians 

round Africa, as mentioned by Herodotus; for the .m1aller the size of the vcosset, 
the greater is the facility of doubling tbe Cape, even in tbe most unfavourable .season; 

because. from iu drawing but li llie water, it can approach nearer the land, and take 

refuge from any violent gale, in lOme creek or bay . or shelter itsclf under some ca~, 

as the winch ne .. er pass the south-casl point of the compass, and calms never fail 

to succeed, and continue during three or four days, as it happened 10 us. During 

this interval the winds blow very faintly from the south_cast to the north; they then 

gel to the north, where they scem to recovc:r their SU'tngth to prtpare anothtr tern· 

pest; bur, in the interval,the little vessel quilS it! place of refugt, and takes advan_ 
tage of the fair weather. 

" M. de Flacour, in the last century, in order to get back. from Madagascar, 

doubled the Cape of Good Hope in a small sailing boat. 1 have no doubt of the 

tnuh of this relationj and it was, probably, the same kinds of boau, or at least vessol~ 
of the same size, which the Egyptians employed.; for it is not stated that they 'Were 

governed I;y the ~asoru in these voyages. 
«We hali, as far as the Tropic, changeable winds, that vaned from nonb-west 

to south.west. 

" 1n this vast extent of seas I obsen'cd a very Slnbrular ph£DOmenon, wrucb I 

find very difficult to explain. 
,. "'e had some very blowing weather from the nordltO the wes'.nOrth.we~, which 

was always annoullced by an beavy sea, thou, several previous days, appeared to 

come from the soUlh_west quarter; and I have ofu~n remarked that the strength of 
the north- .... ·cst wind was always in proportion 10 the swell of the JOUlh_wC5t Ita. 

" r should not perhaps have given any attenuon to this fact , if M. de 1a Londe, an 

old officer in the naval service of the East India Company. bad noc. first suggtJttd it; 
He told ~ when we were passengers together on board the Indian, that being It 
anchor It the Capt. of Good Hope, a heavy swell from lhe south-west, which lasted 
two days, made ,him apprebend a vio)em gale from that pan of the horizon J but, 
on tbe contrary, the gale proceeded with uncommon fury from the IOlItb..ea.sl. 

If On the 31St of July, at; five P. M. we saw Cape Sc. ViDGCDt, and in the even

iog of the following day we came lO an ~hor at Cadiz," 

• 
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I "clination· oj lbt Nt'ldlt ojtbr. COfllpilSS. 

Allhough the indination seems to be the first property of the magnet, the obser_ 

,'at ions on that subject have been neglected, either because their utility have not been 
percch'ro, or for want of proper instruments . 

.. M. j'Abbe de la Caille being possessed of better instruments than any of his 

predecessors, and emp\oyiRg al1thill pn=ci~iQTl which is known to have accompanied 
hi s op<'rllions, found no inclination at t Ito south latitude. - With the indIvidual 
compass of M. \' Abbe de la Caille, eighteen years after him, 1 fmlnd no inclination 

in nearly the same situation, or at toto, This facl, therefore, is i ncont~tible . 
.. When M. \' Abbe de la Caille gave me his compass, he engaged me to repeat 

the obsen'ations which he had made; because, in presenting it alternatively to the 

n orth and the south, he found, lo the south of the Line,an inequality in the inclination 

as far as 3°:; and he did not believe that this difference arose, as M. Bernoulli thought, 

from any defect of equilibrium in the original construction of the instrument. 

e, On observing with the utmost care, and in reputed experime nts, the inclina. 

t,ion in the hIe of F rance, we"dctermined lhe difference to be from 2° to aO. 
" The neur de Iys to the north 53° 37/ 

----- to the south 
or That great astronomer observed the incli nation in his voyages, but the), arc 

confined to the hie of France. It appears mat he entertained no idea of the manlier 

in which the compass is affected in the Ethiopic and Indian seas: nL'Vertheless, he 

must have \>ttn surprised on finding the indination of the compass at 52° ; whIle he 
observed it to br about 20° in the same latitude as me jsle of France, on this liide 

of Africa. 

M. de 101 Caille perhaps imagined, that this difference of 82° might proceed, in 

some mr-a,u~, from the difference in the longitude of the two places. where he ~ad 

made his tCSpt:etive obseR'ifions, as that amounted to about seventt'm hU llodred 

leagues. ~~ 
" In the ycar 1762, when 1 was in the Bay of 0 ' Amongil, in the Island of Mada. 

gasc:ar, in J sto cf south latitude, I observed the inclination to be 46", and come. 

quclltl)', that the: needle could not be horizontal at the latitude of J Ito. as M. de la 

Caille had seen it in nearly the same latitudt;, on the other side of Afriea. 

,. In the year 1766, I repeated Ihis obstrvatiop, on board one of the King's ship! • 

• For the variation, Itc the Chart r4 the Ethiopian AR:hlpdago, p. 36: . 
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the Boo Conseil of sixty-four gum. bound to Manilla, wben I was in the lal.ilUde 

of the Bay of Antongil. aod found the indination near 40°; which makeJ 7°, or 
7to of differmce with that which I had observed in that Bay; but I was then near 

twelve huodred leagues to the east of it. It is certain, therefore, that the inclination 

of the compass cannot be of any use in fi nding the longitude i nevenheless, I soon 
perceived that lh~ Ilttdle would not become llorizolllal till wt: had p:wcd the line, 
and had even advanced !llillie into the northern hemisphc:re . 

.. J continued my attention to the needle till I saw it horizontal; I continued it 

also in the Straits of Sunda, where the sea being as smooth as a glass mirroT, the 
deck of a ship is as stcady a position as the earth itself; and there is every oppor_ 

tunity to repeat observations. Under the line, the inclination was about 15° ; and 

the needle was horiwn':a.l at 8" north laLitude . 

.. Thus the loadstone has no inclination at loio or south latitude in our ocean, 

and at 8° or nonh latitude in the Indian seas; that is to say, in the seas of Siam and 
Camboia. I have arranged a very comprehensive Lable or my observations, and in 
the margin I have marked, with the differcDl degrees of latitude, my d istance from 

the land at every observittion.-The result ofthcm is as follows. 

" I n returning from Manilla to Pondichcrry, on board a Portugucse ship, by the 

Straits of1M"alacca, bc:tw«n It· and 4" of nnrth lalitude, where the sea is smooth 

and tranquil, I traversed them with the compass in my hand, to Negapatam, in 1,° 
north latitude. From the observations which I made at this lime, I found that 

the needle is horizOIlt.a1 in these seas, in lot° of latitude near the Peninsula of India, 

nearly the same as it is on lIli, side of Africa, in toto south latitude. This is about 

,0 more to the north than 1 had seen ii, in the Seas of Siam aud Camboia, when 1 
was 01) board the Bon Conseil. 

u It was my Intention to verify, on my return into these seas, when 1 should have 

got into at· of latitude, my observations on board the BOil Conseil, but that was 

not pouible. We were dHven onwards by the north-c:aat monsoon, which is a very 
strong wind in theae latitudes. The sea there runs very high, and we had tbe wind 
abafl. Beside., our ship was very heavy. and a, it roJ/ed, the water frequently 

dashed in througb the gang.way,. I auempled to make some observations, but the 

motion of me ship w ... 10 violent. as to render every endeavour of that nature im. 
practicable, 

• 
• 
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.. It was not tiU we had got into 4° of latitude, that the: sea would allow me to 

make the fim observation on the inclination of the needle; we tben approached 

the Strait. and were> in a small archipelago, where tbe sea was more tra~quil. 
" My observations from that time, till we: arrived at Ncgapawn, are very exact, 

and .serve reciprocally to verify each other; for wben we bad once got out of the 

Culf of Chi na, my observations were confined between 4° and 11 ° of latitude : now, 

as the course of the ship was several limu in the same latitude, 1 had frequent 

opportuniu'es to verilj my observations. 

U When I passed from Pondicberry to the hie ef France, on board the C0m

pany" ship tbe Dauphin, I continued to make my observalioas with the same care 

that I had given lO those which had preceded them. The ncedl became hori
zontal al SfG norlh latitude i very nearly the ume aJ I h~4 seen it In tbe sr.as of 

Siam and Camboia; and it is to be remarked, that in lhese two positions, I was 
from fifty to sixty leagues from the great continent. 

" e On the coast of Coro&andel I fouod no inclination in 10+0 of latitude, 

ahd I was half a I~gue at least from the coast: so that these 1 0 of difference thal 

I found in the Indian Sea. proceeds probably from the vicinity 'or' the great con. 

tinents . 

• j When we arrived at tbe line, in tbe: same. ship. the Dauphin. I found the incli_ 

nalion 18"'; and at lSi- south latitude, which is that of the Bay of Antongil, I 
found the inclination 45- I have obscrvtd already that it wu 46i- in this Bay, 
bUI, on board the Dauphin, I was six hundred leagues to the east of it. The 

illclination, therefore, from the meridian of the Bay of Antongil from the place of 

my m:ko ning, was but lio; then il is only li- for six bundred leagues diiferenrc 

in longitude. The difference was much grelter on board the .hip of war, the Bon 
Consc:il, it being about &' for deven or twelve hundred league.; but I was then 

very near the lslei of Sunda. which might in lOme degree, aH'cct tbe inclination. 

" It would be equally curiouJ and interelti ng to know the effects in the South 
&a, between the P~lippine Islands and America, in the nonhern part of that vast 

ocean i ..... here there are only a few Imall islands acaueted here and thert. in aat 
extent of longitude of two thousanclleagues. It ,appears by an ob.te:rvatioo of Fathu 
Fueill~e. made at Lima, that me needle should bt horizon~ at about 8-, gOt 01" 

.r:f of north latitude. 
• • 

. . 
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F ueillee, made at Lima. thaI the needle should be horizontal at about 8", gO, or 

10 0 of north latitude . 

.. /\'1. de la Condaminc found at Quito, in 0 " 131 south latitude. that the variation 

was 15° iind 17", which ans\\'crs exactly to the observation that 1 made on tbe ships 

the" Bon Conseil and the Dauphin, in the Indian Seas; from whence it follows, that 

the variation caullot subside but towards 8° or gO or nonh latillide. It appears to 

me then probable, that in the whole of the South Sea, in an extent of two thousand 

leagues, which 1 have just mentioned, the needle is horizontal at about gO of north 
JaCilude. 

U I t is only then in our ocean, which is so straitened by Africa and America. 

in which the variation would subside in the so uthern part of lhe globe: it is there· 

fore the two great COlllinems of Africa and America which change the direction of 

the magnetic matter. 50 that there should be no variation somewhere under the 

Equator, in Africa and America." 

• 

, 

• 

• aG 

• 



HISTORY OF MAURITIUS. 

CHAPTER XXU. 

&Iracls from a Lett;, oj Baron Grant, reiati1Jt 1(1 the I sle oj Frattce.
ObservalioTls Olt india.-Brie! Accollllt oj POlldicberry, (./e. 

LETTER XIII. 

Isle of Frapce, Oclobrt, 17)4-' 

. . . .. I F it ..... ere not that ..... e apprehend a war, and the Aedcn arrival of ou~ 
enemies. it would be no common folly to leave so dcligtllful a climate as this. 

'Vhcn I first arrived at Mauritius, I heard the inhabitants observe, that nOlhing 

was to be done by way of advancing one's fonune; and &n ordinary maintenance 

was all that could ~ expected. My experience, however, is in direct opposition to 
such a declaration; and J perceive that every year the ~YenUe5 of the inhabitants 

i~crease. If 1 had 110l ~ family and relations in France, ..... hom t love and long to see 

again, J should ~ vtty well contented to fini sh my day~ here; bUt having had lhe 

misfortune this year to lose the most amiable of wives,· and my second son being 

dead lately of !.he small-pox; these cruel accidenu determine me to prepare my~clffot 

my depanure; and, in the mean time, to send my only SOil immedratLi), tu Frallce. 

We have received the pleasing assurances that M. DaVid, our Governor, will 
return; he is impatiently expected here, and will be received .... ,i lh the sincerest 

pleasure by us all. 1 have no reason to complain of M, Bouve.t, his brother. in-law, 

whom he appointed LO occupy his situation till he should raUrIJ, or a successor be 

named; on the contrary, I feel myself indebted to him for many acts of attention 

and civility. V{e under.stand there is a difference among the Directors respecring 

tlJe return of M. David; we shall however know their ueci sion by tile ships whOM: 

arrival is now lhe 08j<¥:l of our impauCJll expeetation, The harvests have very gene-. 
rally failed throughout the island. 1 am this year the only rortunate cultivator in 

it: 1 lOwed twO thousand two hundred pounds of corn, and have gathered 6ixty-six 
thousand. • ••• &c. t GilA NT • 

• She was a Iidy ef the family of Grenville, whom Baren Gnnt Dlurkd in the ,rat 1,,.6. 

t We suppress; in the Lcuen of Baren Gran!, manyeblcrv.ltioos wbith woWd be DO IDOftchu 
«pctitiolll of Ibe different authon cited in thi, Velume. 



HISTORY OF MAURITIUS. 

Observations 011 India, in a relative ITztw to tbe bJt of France. 

Though the immediate object of this Work is the Isle of France, it is so connected 

with India, as well 3S the principal poinlson the various coasts of tbe Indian Ocean, 

that some account of the PCl,i nmla of Ilindostan seems 10 be necessary, in order to 

elucidate what bas been already said, and will hcreaft.er be mentioned. J shan there_ 

fore add, to the notes of my Either, a brief detail of the principal events which have 

pa~$ed there, since the Isle of France may be supposed to have bad any connection 

with ii, from its subjection to the power of France. 

Pondicherry Leing the principal cstabli5hment which the French possessed on the 
coast of Coromandel. and the centre of all those operations, I will first give a short 

account of the origin of that establishment. 

P ondicbtrry. 

The flTSl project for a French East Inuia Company was formed under Henry IV. by 
Ge.rard Ie Roi, a Flemish navigator, who had made some voyages to India in out1 
&hips. The King, by leiters palent in 1604, granted to him and cenaill anociales 

very encouraging privilege" and an exclus.ive Iraue for Sf teen years: but this schane 
wns not carried into execution. } ive years after he formed a new association, 

and obtained other letters patent, dated 2d of March, 16, 1. Four yean ho\\'evcr 

passed away without any (:ntcrpri7.(: being undertaken : some merchanlS of Rauen, 

therefore, solicited the transfe r of these privileges 10 them, and engaged t\) RIOUI a 

cerlain numher of ships for India in the course of the year 1615- The associates 

of Gerard immediately opposed this demand: when the King, to conciliate the in_ 

terests of these two Companies, united them by letters patent, dated 2d of July, 1615_ 

It is not known, with any degree of certainty, that their navigators reached Indin,; 

but;t can be ascertained that, in 1616 and 1619, they litt sail towards the sou thern 

coalt of Africa; and it is probable thalthe French then landed ror the first time in 

lht:= island. of Madagascar and Mascaregnas, of the lauer of which they took posscs~ 
,ion some yean arter. 

I n 164.2, a new commercial ccmpany was fo rmed under dle auspices of the 
Cardinal de Richelieu, which took the name of the Company of M"dagascar. It 

made some progres, in that Uland, establiMhcd a colony of an hundred Frcncb 

a G • 
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people, and built a fort there, in a place called Folonbaren, in 25° go' south lati. 
tude. During the lcn years, which 'was the period allotted by Ihe pau::nt to ils 

exclusi\'c privilege. the Company 5Cnt several vessels to Madagascar, and expended 

considerable sums of monc)" wilham deriving any advantage from il. I ts fund.s be. 

ing exhausted. the Mar~hal de la Mt:illcraic. and M. Fouquet, possessed thca:nselves 

of the privileges of the Company. The first fitted OUI seycral 3rr.1amcntl at his 

own expenee; bUI his designs were interrupted by his death, in 1664. !hough they 

proved or great utility to the new Company. Chamargou. Governor of Ihe island 

for the Mar.lohal de 1a Meilleraic, and from whom lIe held his comm' , pushed 

on the conqueSlj begun by Flacau!, La Roche Saint Andre, and other navigators : 

he completed the submission of the whole count!)', and exactC'd tribute of two 

hundred thousand islanders, although his ..... hole force did not exceed an hundred 

and .sixty ad .. 'entureu. 

The inconsiderate zeal of a priest of the mission of Saint Laza ru!, ..... ai auended 

with ve!), unhappy consequences to the colony. An idolatrous Prince of the coun

try, who had hitherto been a friend of the l' rench, having refused to embrace the 

Christian religion, the missionary, instead of alarming him with the anger of heaven, 

threatened him with the vengeance of the French. The exasperated Pnnce imme

diately sacrificed the priest and a person who accompanied him; aoo fony French 

people were also massacred by a party uf his soldiers, .. dlO had fomled an ambU5-

cade for that purpose. Those who escaped the same fate, were the victims of 

disease; aM the establishment of Madagascar was menaced with approaching 

ruin. 

The deplorable state of this colony induced M. Colbert to form a new Companr, 

nOI only to re-cSlabli,h the affairs of Madagascar. bUI to extend the commerce of 

France to the East JndiCjS. Nine principal merchants, with a Secretary 'of the 

Council 35 tbeir PresidC'llt, were cbarged with the direction of lh~ Company in the 
capital, and ol.ber arrangements were made in the provinces. The King, in the 

edict of e5t~lishment., dated the momh of J\ uguSl, 1664. engaged to lend three 
millions of livres to the Company. without interest, o r the re.scrvalio n of any part 
of the profit during len years; and at the same lime cha rged himlt1f wilh any lou • 

mal might be sustained du ring that interval. But the e:dict alto e:xaeted. thaI each 
of the proprietors of stock aholltd furnish, at leut, Lhc: sum of a thowand !iVI'CIJ 

• 
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and to rcnckr the: Directors more attentive .to their functions, those of Paris were 

obliged to subscribe 3t least twcllIY thousand livre" and those of provinces the 

moiety of thtl t sum. 
The.first armarnp.nt was completed in the month of 1t.1arch. 1665. h consisted 

of four vessels, which were scnt to Madagasc.ar, now named the i de Dauphine. 
M. de Bcausse. who went with the squadron, was appointed the Gov~or. Orders 

werc also given !O examine, in lheir way. the Isle Mascaregnas, as well as a neigh~ 

boufing isle, of which the French had possessed themselves some rears before, and 

had been named the Isle de BO/Jrbon. Twenty passengers, whom the squadron 

now lefllhcre. laid the fowldalion of thai establishment., which France bas possessed 

from that period. 

The di£fcmlces that look place at Madaga5car, between tM: officers of the t'lC'W 

Company, and Chamargou, the agent of tbe house of Mazarin, prevented those 

advantages which might otherwise have been derived from this lim expedition. 

The following year the Company fitted out twelve merchant ships, which wcre 

esconed by four of the King's sh ips, commanded by the ~larquis de MondeveT 

who was invested with the rank of Admiral and Lieutenant General in all places 

beyond the line. Cuon and De Faye, two expe rienced merchants., ..... ere on board 
tbis fl«:t. Mondevergue arrived the loth of May, 1667, in sight of Madagascar, 

:and came to moorings in the road of Fort Dauphin. Though the French had been 

upwards of t ..... enty yea rs established in this place, it was in )ucb a miserable and 

neglected stale, as at once to astonish and mortify the new Governor. De Faye 

and Caron were charged with the direction of all commercial concerns; but Ihe.se. 

new agcnts soon percei\'cd, that the hopes wbich had been excited respecting the 

trade of Madagascar had no foundation whatc\'c.r, and that this i)land could yield 
00 advaillage Utll as a magazine for the merchandize of India. The report from 

these persons was dispatclu::d for the informaLion and instructions of the Company; 

and, in the interval, the squadron set sail for Sural, and in 1668 the foundation was 
laid of the first factory that France possessed in I ndiil. 

M. de la Hare succeeded 10 the Marquis Mondcvergue, who had not conducted 

himself to the satisfaction of M. Cc>lbert, and arrived in the road of Fon Dauphin, 

in 1670, with. a fleet of nine ships, which carried from thitt.y_fom to fifty_six guns. 

H e experienced Ihe same obstacles that his predecessors had done, from Cbamargou 

and the olher colonists of the island, who were always caballing in opposition to the . 
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interests of the new Company. He ther~Jore abandoned Madag.ucar. and passed 

""ith all the troops that he had brought from rranc~, to the Isle of .Bourbon. Alw 

though t hi~ la~l enablishment had not been formed more than five yeal'lO, thcrc wen: 

alreaJy four plantations. This colony has COlltinued to increase from that period: 

in 1717, it contained 1 .... ·0 thoUliand inhabitants, of ..... hich clc"cn hundred wert s\a,'cs. 

Tlu;ir number has t>incc doubl ed. 

W ith rc.~)cclio the l sland of Madagascar, the Company, after a prodigious ex_ 

penee in milinlaining their cnablishmCni there, were forced to ab:mdon it. Chamargou. 

supported by Dc I ... Case, anOlhcr fa mou s adventurer, supported hi. authority during 

his life. but, after the death o f these two brave men, the French colony ..... as entirely 

ruined. Some ha\·c attributcd its destruction to the DUlCh, who, in a ckseenl 

\\hich they made at Fort Dauphin, towards the: year 1672, massac red th~ .test 

pan of ifs inhabitants; Olhers pretend that the nativcs of Ihe island prevai on 

the slaves who cuhivated the plantations of the French, to murder their masters. 

After the French had a~andoncd Madagascar, Sural became the favourite estah. 

l i~hment of the Company. They had however formed other factories in India: the 

pri ncip4l1 ones were in the province of Bengal, on tbe banks of the Canges; at 

1I1;rrloll, in the kingdom ofVi zapour; at BalliepoloIJ and 1'ils,,;, in the eoumry 

of Cananor; at Alicole, in the territory of Calicul; at lI/oJlllipoloft, in the kingdom 

of Golconda; and, lastly, at Pondicbtrr)'. 1l wa·s in 1670, that the Company 

cSlabliAhed this lall factory. about the middle of the Coromandd coast, in a place 

which was formerly called BU/ldO/llscberi; and here they determined to erect the 

principal entrC:pO l of their 1 ndian commerce:. The Covernor of the country made 

a grant 10 them of some ground ncar the 5Ci, where lhey first built a spacious edifice, 
which .tented a, a faaary. In 1676 he permitted them to fortify it, and c\'cn sen t 
them three hundred Indian IOldien to augmcnt their feeble garriM>n, which consisted 

ani)" of !iixly men. Ne",' buildings werc now erected, and an offer of certain ex_ 

emptio1ls soon filled t\.em wilh inhabilanu; so that this settlemen t began to display 

a promising aspett. The first fortifications were planned by M. Martin, who had 

b«n scnt OJ l by the Company to lake upon him lhe care: of this establishment; but 
they were lflconsiderable, as may he readily imagined whell the expenee of Lhem 
did not exceed seven hundred ecus. 

I n 1680, the famow Sc¥agi, who was the iO,'ertign of a pari of Vit.ipour, 

having subjugated the provincc of Gingi, tbrealcned lhe french faccory with an 
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irruption; but was diverted from his design by a present of five hundred pagodas, 

and engaged to grant to the colony scvtral additional privileges; which were: accom· 

panicd, however, with some exactions on hi~ pan, which he was afterWards induced 

to set aside. In 1686, M. Martin added IWO large warehouses buill wilh bricks, 

as well as several other edIfices. Two years after. he caused a strong wall to be 
erected on the western side, which has since been continued to the eastern side. 

This wall was fl anked with four lowers, on each of which was placed six pieces of 

ordnance. 

The French had scarce lx-gun to fortify themselves in Ihis post, when the Dutch 

came to besiege them by land and sca, with such a superior force, that tbe town was 

obliged to capitulate OD the 6th of September, 1693' II was however resl<m:d to 
the Company four years after, by an 3nic.Je in the Treaty of Ryswick. On the 

return of the French to il. they found the government house was finished. and lhe 

fortifications strengthe.ned by six bastions. Sixteen thousand pagodas ,.,'ere paid to 

the DUlch to reimburse them for these expences. M. Martin, who was continued 

in the exercise of his fanner functions, added several new works to protect l~ 

go,'ernmcOl house from every pOisible attack.; and receh'cd a gamson of IWO hun

dn:d Frenchmen, 10 whom he joined three hundred Topases, or Indian soldiers: 

about the same lime a Sovereign Coullcil WiU established in the town. 

Pondicherry now began 10 be a place of importance. M . Martin inrom~ the 

Comp3IlY, ill t6g9' that he bad added an hundred new houses to the lawn, for the 

purposes of receiving foreigne rs who migbt wish 10 establish themseJve) there; and 

in the bq;in~ing of the present century there were already from fifty to sixty thou~ 
sand inhabilants. 

From the yea r '700 lill the Regency, the commerce of the Company was in a 

very languish;ng state. Indeed, from the year 1686, the Fanners General had 

laid a mOst exorbitant duty on the linen and other Oriental merchandize which was 

imponcd into France. According to the edict of 1664, which was the work of M. 

Colbtn, each piece of linen. consisting o f ten ells, was to pay no more on itseDtlOmcc 

than eighteen sous. The other articles o f merchandize were subject to a moderate 

tax, and the highelt impost! did no t amount to three per cent. 

After the death of M . Colbert, the rates wen: so much advanced, that, independem 

of the old duties, 5ix li vres were exacted for every piece of CaltOn, twenty livre, 
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per ell for all stufTs embroidered with gold or lilvcr, fifty $Om for plain taffetas 

and ~Ii~s. and thirty so~s for stulTs,made of t,h: bar~ of If(~es. Afttwards Ihe,,sale 
of thIS kind of mercbandize was ennre:1y prohibited In France, and, for some lime, 

muslins even were refused entrance into the kingdom. 

On dte other hand, the governmen t permitted several merchanls in the maritime 

towns to engage in the trade to India, by means of the Compa ny's ships, on pay_ 

.... ing a moderate frtighl, &c. &c. In shari, the Company received 50 many severe 
blows, that tbe symptoms appeared of its approachi ng downfaJl: so that in 1708, 

being totally incapable of preparing any armed force, application"\l.';u; made to M . 
• 

Crozat to fit Out 1 .... ·0 ships for India. The Company rcstrved fifteen per cent. on 

the sale of their merchandize, and """0 per cent. on the prizes that might be made. 

Four ycan after it engaged on lhe same conditions with the merchal1ls of St. Malo, 

10 whom it abandoncd ilS trade. At this period it owed, in Jo~rance and I ndia, up

wardi of len millions of !i\·res. and its factory at Su rat was so invoh-cd in debt, 

that no French ship (,ould venture to anchor in the road, from an apprehen!lIon of 

bring arrestcd for the debts of the nation. The Company nevenhe1cu 1oOlicited, 

in 17 1{, a renewal of its privilege, which was about to expire, and which it had 

enjoyed during a course of fifty years. It obtaincd a prorogation for ten yean, and 

made no other we of it than to sell commissions and brevets to the best bidder. 

The French commerce to India, therefore, when carried on in this precarious man· 

ner, and oppressed as it .... ' 3$ by \ ery burthenllOme conditions, diminished from day 
to day, and could not JUppart any degree of competition with foreign nations. 

Two particular companies had obtained the privilege LO carry on a maritime trade, 

the one at China, and w other at Senegal. The China Company had been escab_ 

lished in 1660, and was renewed in 1698; but it wat not more succeuful than me 
East India Company. The Senegal Company was more modern, and was occupied 

principally in the trp.ffic of Negroes for the \ Vest India plantations. 

1n 1717 a ne ..... association appeared, to which that o f Senegal was united, and 

assumed the name of !.he ' Vesr.ern Company i because it prop<»ed to confine 

its trade to the 'Vest lndies and America. Two years after, all lbe commercial 

societieJ of the kingdom were united, and formed but one Company. which .till 

preserved the name of the India Company, a. it waf de.cribed undn lhat title by 
the: edict of iu eltablilhmem. This edict declared, among other aniclct, cbaI. &be 
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new Company should have the exclusive privilege of tnlding in aU the Indian and 
South Seal, and pouess va rious other subordinate advantages, necessary for encou
raging its trade and advancing its interests. 

When the 'Vestem Company was first instituted, the fund of an hundred minions 
of livres had becn created in shares of fifteen hundred livres each, bearing In intercn 
of ten per Gem. Previous to the: publication of the Edict of Union. tbese funds be

came 50 popular, that they rose 10 an hun~d and thirty per cenl. These were not 

only preserved in the new project, hut the India Company was pcnniued to mcreaJe 
thc:x funds twenty-five millions of livres. Though Ihey were OOl so advantageous 

aa the others, subscriptions were offered to ~ a,plount of fifly millions. 

In J 720, bank-bills succeeded to the funds, and fact itious fiches multiplied. The 
Company enjoyed a moment of splendour, and dispatched for India three: VeNelt 

laden wilh very valuable cargoes. The Directon at Pondiche:rry, who were igno_ 

rant of what had happt=ncd in France, were as(onisbed, when their trade had been J 
in such a langui~hing state, to receive: so great an abundance of ammunition and 
merchandize, with a considerable quantity of gold and silver spt=cie. The grea\tit 
part of these: riches were employed to pay the debts that the old Company had 
contracted at Sura!. Camboia, Bengal, and other parts of lndia. T he returns, how_ 
ever, to these cargoes were bu t moderate. 

The bank.biJls, however, disappeared; several tbousancb of shares were burned; 

the resources and the hopes of the Company vanished together; and in the course 
of 1721 and '722, it was not in a condition to send a single ca rgo to the JodieJ. 
This intermption of its commerce e:"dlcd tbe raillery of all Europe. At length. 
in '7'3, two ships we're fitted out for Pondicherry; and though their cargoes were 
not very valuable, Ihe Directors of the several factories, and the people employed 
under them, w.:.re all paid, and the debu of the old Company were finally extinguished. 

Though Ihe l'-rench (jommerce WiL5 in an actual.tate of disgnce. in '7113. Pon_ 
dicbrrry was !trengthened by new rorti6calions, and the number of inhabitants was 
considerably illcre'ascd.. The wall., which were now begun on I design 10 inclose 

the town within them, we.re to be completed, in part, lIthe upeoce or the Company: 
the remainder was to be defrayed by me inhabitant'. who .ubmitted. (or that pur .. 
pose, to a poll In of two SOU! ~r month. 

In the course of the rollowing year the India trade recovered iuclf, and Wit 

evidently gaining strength under the administrat.ioq of M. Orry. M, Dumas, whG 

a H 
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was appoimed Covernor of Pondicherry in 1135, obtained of the Mogul. permiSiion 
to coin money in this town: and he ~truck every year, from I 7a6 to 174 I , when 

he returned to France, from five to six millions of rupecs, by wh ich the Company 

derived an annual gain of four hundred thousand livres. 

In 1739, a Nabob, named Sander Saib, put the French in rosseuion of the 

town of Karikal, of the fort of Karcangeri, and some other domaills in the princi~ 
pality of Tanjour. Karikal is twO leagues from the Danish settlement of Tranqueb.1.r. 
and twenty_five from Pondichtrr),. It was an ancient lown, and had been a very 

c:onsKlcr.lble place. I t had 6,,( mosques, founeen pagodas, and [rom five to six 

thousand inhabitants: it is situate4,. on an arm o f the greal river CoI.sain, which is 

capable of receiving ,'essels of two or three hundred IOIU bunhen . The fomess of 
Karcangen i, wilhin cannon -shul of Karikal. and half a quarter of a league from 

the sea. The Frtnch. for their accommodation, demoyed a pm of ill fonifications. 

\I hich co nsj~ed of e,ighl large anctent towers. The domain of Karikal contains., in 

a circumference of five or six leagues, ten small town!; Ih DlOSI considerable of 
t,)1em is called Titoumale, which cOnlained twO thousand five hundred inhabitants 

whe'n the French look possession of iL The coumry is excellent, and produce. a 

great deal of rice, cotton, indigo, and various grain : it. inhabitants f .. brieale 3 coo_ 
sider.able quantity of Sluffs, colton, and painted linens. The revenue oflhis territory. 

eompreholding the fa rm of lobacco and betel, with the duty 011 imporu, amounlJ 

annually to ten thousand golden pagodas, which is equivalenl to an hundred thou. 
IMInd French livreL 

T he war which Will kindk:d on the Penimula of India, ~tween the Nabob of 
AreC)( and the King of ahe MahrauiII, at the ~riod when the French milde the:: ae. 
qu;~tion .... hich has ~n just mentioned, gave them a very f.vounble opportunity 
of incmlsing the: colony of Pondicherry. Th~ Nabob of Areol, the: ancient al/y or 
France, was conquered and killed in a bloody battle, on the 20th of May, '74,0, and 
his country ... ·as laid waste by the Mahrauu. His ..... idow, and all the women or his 
family, accompanied by their children. and a prodigious numbe r of fugitives, came 
to.uk an asylum at Pondicheny, whither they brought every thing which they had 
lived in gold and l ilver, in jewels, and valuable furniture. M. Dumas received 
them with all Ihe attention. and re.pect due 10 Ihc:ir nnk, their unfortunate sit&Wion, 
ilnd the friencbhip wllicb the 1:ue Nabob had alway. manifelled to ,he french people. 
TbiJ humme, generous, and grateful regard, bad like lO have invoh'cd him in a 
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'War. The Mahratta General oong iofonnea of the place where the family of lhe 
Nabob had retired, addressed two threatening lellers to the French govern~ot. 

demanding the payment of certain tribuu=. which he pretended that the French 
owed to the King hi~ master; to pay. besides, five hundred thousand rupees, and to 

pUI into his hands the widow of the Nabob of Aroot, with the fugitives, and their 
treasure, their tlephams. horses, and all their equipage. 

M. Dumas h;,ving rejected these propositions, a detachment of fifteen or sixteen 

thousand Mahraua troops ::Idvanc:ed as far as the large village of Archionac, which 

is hut a league and an half from Pondicherry. and pillaged, in their passage, Porto 

Novo, the English factory at Gondelour, and other European habitations. The 
6rmneu which the French di~played, a diversion which the King of Golconda made 

in their favour, and other fortunate circumsta.nces, saved Pondichetry. It is .aid 

that some bottles of liquor &ent to thc Mahratta General determined rum to retreat. 

The Court of Delhi, which protected the old Nabob of AreOl, was so well satisfied 
with !.he conduct of the French in lhis war, that NiiOam-ul-Mulk, the first minister, 

,..'rote a It-ttel' of thanks on the occasion to the Governor of Pondicherry, and aeco~

panied it with the prescnt of a very costly robe, in the name of hi, master. Some 

time after, M. Duma. w:u advanced to the dignity of Nabob, which was aLso settled 

upon his children and family. 

In the same year, t 741, the son of the Nabob of Areot, as a mark of his gratitude 
for the very lcind treatment which hi s mother, &c. had receival 3t Pondicherry, .sent 

a Paravona to the French Governor, by ..... hieh he ceded personally to him, and not 

to the colony, the Aldees of Archionac, of Tedouvana-tan, of ViUamour, and SOllle: 

other districu, situate: to the south of Poodicheny. These lands, wbich M. Dumas 

$Old lO th~ Company, considerably augmented its territorial dominion in this part 

of India. 

The foreign commerce of France was carried, in 1742, to the highest degrtt of 

imponance tbat it e\'er attained. Seven ships were sent to India, with cargoes to 

the value of twr:nty.four millions of livres, so that to prevent the market from be.
ing oventocked, a large part of it was necessarily consigned to the maguines. A 

more powerful marine, at this time, would have fixed for eYer the prosperity of the 

French East India Company, - and, consequently, preserved them from the losses 
and disgrace whieh it has since sustained . 

• .ke Ihe ",coullis of M. de 11 Bourdonnais', npcnlions, Cb2PIff VI. p. :08, and followinJ. 

a H • 
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Pondicherry" is situl~ed near the midd\e of the Coromaode1 coast, in about 110 
• • 

of ROM latimde. According to the last enumeration,jl contained an hundred and 
twrnlY thousand inhabiants, including Christians, MabometanJ. and GentOOll. Its 
exterior form is square, and upwards of a league in circumference; ie, plan is regu_ 
br, as tbe Governors have alwaysmarkcd Ollt the ground to such persory as applied 
for penniuion to Cfttt house.. l ts streets are broad and straight. and iu principal 

one, which ruDS from south to north, is a thousand fathom in length. The houses 
are contiguous to each other i those of the Europeans are built of brick, b il l do 

not rue above one story: this circumstance proceeds from two cau!C's, the scarcity 

of timber, and the Ccarol hUfTianc., ..... hich arc not uncommon on this coast. Tho,e 

of the Indians and the Moors are formed of clay baked in the sun, and covered 

with a kind of lime, made of calcined oyster shells: The;r common length is eight 

flIthom. by six in breadth. and each of them comains from fifteen to twenty petSOnI. 

The couns are planted dlth palm and cocoa treel , beneath wJlOee. hade the weavers 

and other manufacturers fabricate lhose beautiful works which are imported intC1 

~ftrope {rom India. In theIe couns, or on the platforms on the topt of the houses, 

the Indians pass the night. OD a single mat, and almost naked. 

The Governor', hou»e is a very handsome edifice, and equal to the 6nest hotel. 
of Fnncc. Thi.s officer is auended by twelve horse guards, and three hundred foot 

soldiers, which are caUed Pions, 0" day. of ceremony he is carried by six men in 

a palanquin. whose canopy and pannels are adorned wid! a rich embroidery, and 

various omameoo in gold. This pomp is necenary in a country where tbe power 

of a nation is dec.ennined by the exterior splendour of those who represt:nt it. 
The Jesuiu have a fine colJege in the town, where twelve or fifteen religious 

perIODS of that ordc.t are maintained at the expe:nce of government. who leach read. 
iDg. writing, and lntti1c:matics, 1ne foreign missionarici and the capuchins have 

abo an establishmen ~ there. The GentQOl have twO pagodas, where they enjoy with. 
out reltraint ev~ry indulgttltt thei r faith requirel. They, indeed, create the wealth 
of the town and the country; are industrioul and sober, of a mild demeanour, 

and IUbmiui"e in the extreme, provided tbeir lawi. custOm&, or prejudkea, are 

not oppc»ed. Theil' belt workmen do nOl receive more than twO Frencb IOU. per 

d.,., and with that moderate gain they maintain their familaa. Boiled rice and 

unleavened cake. bUed in the ames are their only nourishment, The fi,. of me.. 
• Thi. account WI. writttn 10 Ibe rnr 17S6. 
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nutritious article, is very common h~, notwithstanding the droqgbt of tbe country; 
and it is to the labour and industrious disposition of the.e people, that the counuy 
is indebted for its' abundance. As rice does not grow but in water, they contrive:, 
by artificial means, the result of their labour and ingenuity, to give the plantations 
all the moisture which they rtquire. 

Pondicherry pontises vast magazines and wa rebouses, six principal gates. a con· 
siderable citadel, thirteen small forts or bastions, with a formid.able artillery, consist_ 
ing of upwards of four bundred pieces of cannon. 

1t is to be lamented that 50 fine a tOwn is withemt a POri, and that the sea affords 
only a shallow road before it; so that it is abloluldy ~cessary to send boau to the: 
dist:mce of a league, (0 receive and carry the various artic~ of merchandize. 10 

every other respect its advantages are: great and numerous, and its produce abun. 
dant as to tbe necessaries and luxuries of life. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

A bstract oj the Lift qf Haider.Aly-Kbnll, C:Jc. 

A ,oUT the year 17~8. Cuttulich Khan, Soubah or Governor Ceneral of the 
D«an, sent Termamond Khan, an officer of reputation, and a Patan by birth, to 

deprive the Nabob ..... bdoul RCl50ul Khan of hi. government of Sirpi, which i. a 

province on the fromiers of the kingdom of Maissour. That prince, determined to 

try the [aTlune of amu, assembled hi. troops, and went fonb to meet his compe

titor; and, after a very bloody batlle., the Nabob of Sirpi wls' defeated and lIain. 

Among the dead was F;r(ty Naick, rather of Haider Aly. an excellent warrior in 

the acrvice of the Nabob. 

,1.n consequence of this viclory. the Palan Termamond Khan was received in 
Sirpi, and acknowledged as Nabob of that country. FallY Naick leCt two $OW and 
a <bughler. the ddal was named Saber Naick and afterward, hmael Saib, and 
the other Haider Naick, who was at that time a child of len yean old. He was bom 
at Divanelli, a fan situated beL""CCl Oscota and Colar. They had an uncle, with 

whom .he ddclt cmered into the service of the King of Maissour. A. to Halder 

Naick, he wal always k.epl in the vicinity of the diJtricu where hi, brother and his 

unclc served. At tbi..s early agc hc was bold and enterprising, untractable, and 
o\'crbcaring; be could neither read or write, nor would hc receive iJUttuctions 

from anyone. 
CarralOrri Nanderau,z, brother.in-Iaw of the King of MaiJliOur. as well as hi. 

fir" Minister and Genera) of his army, was one of those who had assembled the 
troops of t.heir maslers to join the Soubah Nazerzing. and enter with him into tbe 

Carnalic, in 1750, against Mustapha Jung, who designed to get posscuion of the 
Soubahship of the Carnalie, to which he laid claim under lhe ..... ill of the lau Soubah, 
his uncle. 

Haider Naidt, who was now a robust young man of about twenty_five yean of age. 
allumed the name of Haider A.lr ; and being tired of lile idle: life which he bad led. 
collected fifty or sixty Pion" or fuuleera, with five or six hol'KlDtft, .DeI pIOCudell 

" 



HISTORY OF MAURITIUS. 

to offer his &e:rvices to Nanderauz, by whom be wa, well received.. In about four 
yean, he had acquired sufficient credit to raise five hundred infantry. clothed and 
discipl ined in the European manner, with twO hundred cavalry, and a couple of 

field pieces. 
In 11 5 ~. in an engagement between the troops of the English East India Com

pany and those of the Nabob of Arcot, he displayed great judgment and 'Pirit in 

a coup de main, by which be possessed himself of tbiny-five of lht' enemy's waggons, 
loaded with arms, ammunition, and the baggage of the officers. 

In 1755. he wa s $t:nt at the head of three thousand infantry and fifteen hundred 

ca'Yalry, with (our piece" of anillcry, against the Polygars. or mountainttra of the 
country of Maissour, who had failed in the payment of their tribute. In thiscxpe_ 

dition his lucce" exceeded his Utmost expectations; though it was t~ fruiu of his 

treachery rather than his military prowess. Under the pretext of engaging in a 
treaty, he got pouession of several of their chiefs, and exacted from them about 
ten or Iwc:Jve lacks of rupees; one half of which he scnt 10 the King of Maiuour. 

and the: other he kept himself. The King, however, as well as his Minister. felt.a 

considerable degree of resentment at the audacious conduct of Haider, and wished 
to 6nd an opponunilY to lesseu the credit he had gained in the: army, and to crush 
him before he should become more formidable. 

As he had every reason to suspect the desiglU that were forming agailUl him, he 
employed every rm:ans in his power 10 strengthen and increase his 3;1uhority; and 
the money which he had amassed was equal 10 that object, morc panicul;.rly as 
troubles were breaking OUt in the: counU)' of Maiuour. 

111 1160, Gopalsauz. a Mahratla chief, entered into Maiuour with ten thousand 

infantry and twenty thousand cavalry, to lay siege to Bangalore, a very strong 

place, and ..... ell defended. The King of Maissour proposed 10 the Mahrattas to 

purchase their return to their own country, with 6fty lacks of rupees. H aider Aly, 
however, whOle views did not look to peace, penuaded the King to break off 

the negociation, and obtained permission of him to conduct his army against tbe 
Mahraua power. 

The twO armies mel, but. afler a panial engagement, the negotiation was renewed, 

and the Mahraltas rclired into their own country with fifteen lacks less than had 

been originally proposed by the King of Maissour. WhO rewarded the serdccs of 

Haider Aly. by giving him (he tide of Bahader, and appointing him commando-
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in cbid of hi, army, in the place of Nanderauz, who look refuge lit the fort of 

Maissour. 

About six momhs after the late MinistCf and General had quitted Stringapltam, 
the old King, his brother.in~law, died; and Haider AI)' employed every arllO ~in 

the affection and fnend1hip of hIS young sovereign. His 6ut object w~ to induce 

him to suspect hi, uncle; and, having succeeded in tbat particular, he obtained an 

order to put himself at the head of his trOOps to reduce the forl of Maiuollr, and, 
io a .shon lime, invested it. This place, howc\·cr. being strongly fonif~ and wdl 
defended, held out for three month" when Nanderauz agreed to give it up, on con· 

dition that he 500uld receive in exchange ,he government of Carrour, which is a 
district al aoout tWchly cou to the welt of $cringapalam. 

Halder ha"ing lu-en hithcrlo so succruful in hi, pmjecu, and having contrived 

also 10 temo''r his adversary fO such a dialanee from the courl, brgan 10 enjoy all 
~ authority ,hat his ran"as Minister and Ceneral gave him; u well as to indulge 
the beltef, that in this situalion he wa5 su~rior to any revc:ne of fonune . 

• The young King hO\l,'ever hado, from various quaners. and panicularly from his 

uncle, who maintained a secret correspondence with him, been informed of the am~ 

bitious designs of his Minister, and bcsan to entertain serious apprebensions of a 
revolution. He accordingly won to his intoe$l a vtl)' anful person, of the name of 
CandeTon, .. ·bo had been placed about his penon as a spy; but having been offended 

at the insufferable haughtiness and tyranntc disposition of Haider Aly, assembled the 
guards by the order of the: King, made bimself master of a pan of the rampan s, 

which were: near Haider's residence, and fired upon it. The lauer, astonished at mit 
~u:rprize, of which he had nOllbe lC!151. suspicion, and baving every reason to appR
bend that the !mops ..,hich were in the town had been prevailed upon to lake part 

Igainit tlim, he: inltL.'Ui>:. mounted his horse, and Red away with IODle of his friend. 
and domestics, lea"ing hi. wife and family behind him, to find a r~ruge in tbe fon 
of Bangalore, of which Ibrahim Saib, his ullcic:, was·Covernor. 

Previous to hi. being auacked as I ha"e already mentioned, he had .tent to pgo.. 

dicherry, MucklOtn Saib, hi. brolher.in.law, a bnve officer, with five thouIaad 
infantry and three tl10usand cavalry; but when he Oed to Bang_lore, he dispatched 

an cxpreu to Mucktom, to de.ire that he would join him with .11 poIIlble expe

dition. The King had also &ent a ~cial messenger to the Raja~ of au.....,. 
a Mahrauil chkf, and whose residence wa. at 00 great diataDce from ibe ....... 
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'Haider Air" detachment must take, with a promise of fifteen Jacks of rupee. if 
he would intercept \ hem. The Rajah accordingly began hi. march, with four thou

land fOOl and a.even thouaand hone, to effect this purpose; and a ,hort time after. 

he was joined by Can~ron, whom the King. at the same lime, bad detached with 

three thousand fOOl and three thousand horse to effectuate the .ame design. 
They loon met Mucktom Saib. who had advanced to the village of Auchitty 

Dungham. about twelve coss from Bangalorc, where he threw, \lp entrenchment .. 

being rc:solved to defend himself to the last extremity: nor was he: without hopeI 

that his brOlher. H~er Air, would make an effort to come to his assiSlallce. Haider. 
howe\'cr. who ,uspected what was passing. did not venture to quit Bangalore. He, 

neverthekss, accrptcd lhe offen of Mit Pharsula K han, a very brave soldier, who 
proposed to conduct a convoy or provisions and ammunition \0 Mlicktom 1 but, 

notwithstanding his courage, he lost the whole or it, and with difficulty rejoined 
Haider Aly. 

A month bad already elapsed under these circumstances, when the Mahralla chief 

received the ~s or the dcath or his king, Nan"", and conscquemly entertai~ 

lOme deaign of retllrning to his country. Haider, ..... ho had recd.ved nOlice of this 
circumstance, offered him three lacks of rupees to put that design in execution. 

He agreed to tbe proposition, and immediately set out on his march homewards. 
Haider having succeeded in tbis important point, began by confinning his autho 

rity in Bangalore, and then set forwards with the few troops whi1:h he could collect, 
to attack his former friend and present enemy, Candcron ; but the latler lhO\.lgh. it 
prudent to retreat to Seringapatam, whither Haider and his brother, l\,lucktom Saib, 

attempted to rollow him. The countr), however being against them, and rerusing 
to supply thi!m with provisions, they ",ere obliged 10 abandon their enterprize. 

It was in this critical circumstance that Haider Aly determined to execute a pro

ject &bat required all the courage which he: possessed.. lIe look {en confidcnti.l 
ptr"lOllf wilb him, .nd 'haitc~ to throw himselr at the feet of Nander ... uz, who 

was raumecl to coun.. lie wept, acknowledged his offences, and demanded pardon. 

The good old aaan. won by his demeanour, and touc.hed with his dedantions of 
sorrow, wa. perauadccl &hal. he: had no other view than to re-esc.abluh himself in hi. 

former polL Caaderoo, howner, had pUt hinasclF at the head of iOme uoop', y;ilh 
a determinllion to maintain his new dignity I but .... attacked and. dereated by 
Hllillcr. 0l1li ww. dillic:ulty acapcQ to inlOnn Ihc Kiati of Ihc combi ... ,;"" thaI bad 

a I 
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been formed, by his uncle Nanderaut. and Haider, .gaintt him, and the conte ... 
quenw that would result from it. 

After this battle a pan of the King" troops entered into the service of Haider 
Air, by the persuasion of Nanderau'l., who, at the same time, published a mani_ 

festO, addreucd to the Bahadan of MaislOur, assuring them that hi'j friend, had 
no m design against the governme.nt, nor any other views in collecting an armed 

force than to re&lore himself to the office of Duan, of which he had been unjustly 
deprived. In short, he was $0 blinded by the arts and flattery of I-bider, :u 
not to perceive tbe mischief he was doing, not only to himself, but the King, his 

nephew. 
llaidet, in consequence of I~ otdeu, which were so favourable to his designs, 

and having won over all the districli in the environs of the capital, which he had put 

under t1~ direction of pt:nons in his confidence, dismissed the oti Nandcrauz, wbo 

\lias no longer of any US" to him, to 11i, governmml of Cal'1'Our. 
Haider now auembled hia: troop', paid them half of the money which was due to 

Jhem, and promised tllO'n the ret{ aa: M>On as he .bould be rc-eltablisbc:d in his poS\.. 
The troops, therefore, who did not imagine that he had any other design than to 

Bel rid of his enemy, Candc:run, marched to besiege the capital of their own counU)'; 

which WaJ soon blockaded in such a nlilnner as to CUt off' all communication from 

without. 
The place remained in a state of blockade during a month, when Haider Aly fouod 

means of wuring the King of his .fjubmi~sion and fidelity: the lauer, dlerefore, dc:ter~ 
mined to open the gates to him, to receive him a. Duan, and deliver up hi. enemy 
to hil dispoial. He Wat, however, no IOOnCT admitted into the town, Wan he placed 
eenLineb at the gate. of the palace, of the magazines, &cc. made the King, in • man~ 
ncr hi. pnaoner, MCt himself mailer of tbe treasure, with which be paid me troopl. 

and made: pre.feOtt to the officers who had served him in hi. rebellion. He tben .bUt 

up hi. enemy, Canderon, in a cage, and after exposins him for tome day. in the 
capital, Ktct him to cloJe hi. life in that deplorable ate at Bangalore. The tI&e 
with the bones are leen at this day, in lhe market..plKe of that town. 

Haider Aly remained in the capital during u month .. in order to reJUlMe Ibo 
afJ'.in of the: COUntry, and to eabliab biauelr in biJ new IOVemmcnL Tbac 
tnnsac.tioru took place in the year '76a. 

Tcnnomond Khan, who had been named the Nabob of SUpi ia '7'" ~ 
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d Muluch, dying in 1140, the Mahrauu, whose districts bordered. on the territory 

of Sirpi, railed some troops, and. after having reduced the whole country, invested 

the town of Sirpi. which is the capital of it. Delar Khan, the IUCCCSIOr of the late 

Nabob, having neither the courage nor the means to defend it, gave up the place, 
ilnd consented to relire imo a small district near to Colar. 

The conquest of Sirpi and all its dependencies by the Mahrattas, gave great un

easineS5 to the Soubab, who, in consequence of his alarm. sent his brother. Basa

let1.ing, with an anny, to drive them from Sirpi. As Ascotah. a frontier town of 

Maissour, was tbe first which he found upon his march, he accordingly invested 

it. Though the garrISon did not ceosiSt of more than seven buodred men, armed 

after the manncr of the country. the place resisted for two months the vigorous 

efforts of the Soubah's army. 
Haider Aly, ... I was ever ready to profit of any opportunily which offcred to 

aggrandize himself, dispatched Mit Phasula Khan to Basaletzing. brother of the 
Soubah, to offer him 6ve lack.s of rupees, if he would yield to bim the: government 

of Sirpi with its dependencies. He required the aid of the Mahraua troops to tak~ 

the town. but he undertook. to subdue the country with hi, ·own. 

A. lOOn as the treaty WlU .igned, and the money paid, Haider set out with his 

ttoopI to jam the pany with which Basaletzing had provided bim. J te renC'wed 

the: attac.k. on Aac:otab, redu«d the place in a few t1ay~ to capitulatC', garri$oned ic 

with bis own uoop •• and proceeded to be.iege Sirpi, which sum-ndera:i in about a 

month. AftCl this event the anny of the Soubah rec.umed to Adony. 

Haider met with few obstacles in reducing the ren of the COUntry to subrni$.\iou, 

except the Polygan. or mountaineen of Cbinnabalaporam, who. in the space of twO 

m dnee montb., bad killed at ie.1t a thousand of his people. As his expedition 

apiut .a»em 'liD DOt only attended with put lou, but also with considerable ex • 

.,....., II1II bavina been ffcqucntly allackeoj by Ihe M.hralu, while be was before 
Cbi ........ poo ... be propor«! 10 Chinnapah, cbief or !he Polyp", 10 rain: wi1h 
biJ IU'IDY. OQ mDCiilion of heiDg paid five lacu of pagodas. These propocicKw 
were rtc:eived, and be accordingly returned with hia U'OOpI to Divantlly, .boUl the 
dil&llM:C or Ibree COII," OIl the fOld to MaiSiour. 

Monrou. ODe of Ihe Mom- cbier .. who bad auiIICd in the clefalce or Chinn.t_ 

• Tbt COt. is an idocrary ....... oI1Ddia of abocat: lIIlf ......... or tblnIea hwadnd M4 

~~-. . 
a 1. ) 



HISTORY OF MAURITIUS. 

balaporam, at the request of Chinnapah.left there about five hundred of his troops 

to strengdlcn the garrison, and departed for his own coumry with 1M rest of hi, 

troops. The Polygar chief also returned to N~ndcrauz, the place of his general 
residence. 

Haidtt AI)" instnlcled in every tbing that related to those people, teLurrcd by long 

marches to satisCy his desire of vengeance against the Mahrauis. and renewed the 

,iege of Chinnabalaporam, which he look in len days. The Pol),gar troops being 

raurned into their own country, and the M,ahraua chief being at 100 great a distance 

to arrord any relief to Ihe garrison; he mutilated a great number of them in order 

to lenify the resl, and facilitate his fUlure enterJ¥izes. 

Having given the command of the place to one of his relations, he engaged in 

the pursuit of the Mahratlas, and. by forced marchet, oVertook them at Podgaconda; 

~' h~n, by a fierce and instanl auack, he defeated lheir- army, killed a considetabJe 

numbcrof them, and m;xle many of the principal officcrs pri$OnerL Morarou, lifter 

his defeat, retired to CUllY, his c<tpital. Haider Aly, satisflCd with having forc.cd 

hu enemy to a retreat. took possession of such ~rt of his country as it wu con

venient for him to annex to hi. new acquisition of Sirpi, and were equal to the 
annual produce of three lacks of ptgodas. 

He had no sooner executed the project he had formed, to recover the ancient 

diStricl of Sirpl, than he began hil march against the Polygar chief of Chittcreo! 

Durgam. whom he soon reduced to submission, and not only compelled him to pay 

three Jacks of rupeel, but to furni)h fifteen hundred cavalry and ten tbouu.ud 

infantry. to assist bim in another enterprize which he had in view. 

]0 order 10 render what follow. tnCtt iruclligible. it is nccclUry 10 rent\ for a 

momeul to a former period. 
The Rajah of Bedl)or, a fertile country. JUrrounded with lofiy mouotaiw and 

extOlake fore.t., which render all actUs to it extremdy difticull, had named bit 
son, Chinavar Appiah, to be hi. luccellOr; and, in comeqUC1lce of this nomination, 

Ihis child. who was no lIKWe than nine yt:an of age. had been acknowkdpd u 
JOVereign at the death of hi. f~ber; JO thaI every thing which regarded the ~ 
mmr. of the counuy was transa(lCd in hi. DUDe.. 

A year had puled aw.y, and thing, raaaiaed in this siUlitioa. wbm the QGCCD 
meditated a design on the life of the young Prince, in order 10 place her bIodB 
On the chrooe. A friend of we yOWlg R.jah coouivcd 10 RIDOve Ilia tD • 
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distance from the Court, and sent him secretly to the Polygar chief of Chit. 

ticol Durgam. The young Prince had already been eight years under the care of 

the POlfgar chief, when Haider auac\.:ed him. This circumstance !uggeJted to 
Haider tile idea of subjecting the country of Bednar: as he now could attain that 

object without difficully, under the pretext of re.establlshing the young Prince: and 
this ambitious project he 6nally effected, on condition of paying forty lacks of rupees 

to Mahadcron, and 1"'-'=OIY to his Minister. 
Haider now len the government of Bednar to the care of his son) Tippoo Saib. 

and cilablished Lala Thean, who bad e5pou~d h:s lim. :", as governor of a foni6cd 
place in that neighbourhood. Il~ sent also MiT Saib, whose sister he bad married, 
to the government of Sirpi; he gave the command of the fort and district of Mais

sour to Mir Pharsula Khan, and that of Seringapal3m, the capital of the Maiuour 

country, to Mu(klom Saib. Ibraun Saib, his uncle. was continued in his govern

ment of Gangalore; and Amian Saib, his nephew, was employed to defend the valley 

of Burma!. 
These arrangements being made, Haider Aly proceeded with a strong detach[]l~nt 

towards the coan of Malabar, where he entered into a tftaty of alliance with a petty 

prince named All Rajah, and, with the u5istance which he received from him, he 
laid siege to Calicut, the capital nod residence of tbe King of tbe Naire.. This 

place held out during three monahs, and in the end obtained an honourable eapiuI
lation. 

About the aame time Mir Saib, the: Governor of Sirpi. lounrl means to make 

himself master of Chinnapah, chief of the Polygars. and, notwithstandic.g his moK 

solemn engagements to the COUlr3ry. he scnt bim pri50ner to Bangalore, where he 
died of a broken heart: while Haider. in order to secure his son, who 'Nil a 

)lo.,lQg man, had bim circumcised by force, and instructed in the prindple.t of the 

Mlhomc::laJl religion. 
The King ofe.lieut was of ,be StCt of the Bramins. and 'xing very much altaChed 

to the princip1ea of his religion, he eould not permit himself 10 have any personal 

CommUIIM:atiora with the Mahometan.. He therefore rd'UJCdt but with the uunost 

Civility, the visit tAIl Haider AI)' propoted to make him. He, however. acnt a 

Bramin to demand me qUmltily of com neceuuy for bUD to IUpport hi, daily cha_ 

riuea. Tho followins day Haider sent him .uflic:imt for 6ve hundred persons: the 
pext day a .tillieu quantity, aDd CODI:inucd to dimioilh she boon till it was ieduced 
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to nothing. The King. therefore, enraged al such inhuman treatment, auembled. 
aU hi, family, and, after having pcrfomlcd cerlain ceremonies witb the princijnl 

Dramins. he ordered his palace to be set on fire in ~vcral different places; and it 
being constructed of wood, the unhappy Prince and a1l his family Wert immediately 
burned. 

As $000 as Haider AIr was informed of the death of the King he left a garrison 

of '-..'0 hundred infantry and five hundred horse, and set out wi the rest of hi, 
anny, for the country of CoimboutouT, which is about fony cOJ"On the roa,d from 

Calicul to Maissour. About two months aftcr he had left Calicol, a brother of the 

King appeared Wore the place v.'ith an army of tv.'Cnty thousand men; and having 

some intelligence with the inhabitants, look it by assault, and put all the garrilon 

to the sword. Three hundred men alone escaped, by taking refuge in a pagoda. 

When Haider received an account of this event, he immediately detached 

Auouif Khan with five thoulllnd infantry and a thousand horse, with po5itive orden 

to engage the enemy; the brother of the King accordingly gave him battle, but 

haviflg been defeated in two separate engagements, and fearing lest he should be 
abut up in ,he town, he quill.cd it during the night, ,tim hiJ whole army and aU the 
inhabitant~ and retired into the woods. 

There he remained three months. without auempting any act of hostility: and 

having lulled them by his conduct into a state of security, he appeared unexpectedly 

before the place, and retook it. He condemned Assouff Khan to lose bis bead, 
killed a great number of his soldiers, while the (Cst n«l away to the territories of 
Haidt-r to inform him of this disulrous event. lie accordingly set out for Calicu1. 

at the head of an army of six thouWld infantry and two thousand bone J buc. after 

(WO day, 1n2rch. he gave the command of hi. trOOpS to Seng~ Rou, a Mabnue 

Bramin, who, on arn\"i"g before the place, was attacked by the Kiug', brother; but 

having gained the baule, the lall<T retired, as he had already cion<, iaIo the woocb, 
and abandoned the place. 

Haider Aly had quitted the command of his army to return in hute with hilt.l 
uoops to Seringapatam, wben be received an accCNDl that Mahaderou, one of &be 
M.hrau.a chief., was making preparations, and had, iDdeai, already pw blmself in 
motion to rec.over the domains which bit predocer.lOrJ had ceded to Haider hi 
1,60. 11Mx.I,b thU circummnce was or great importance U) him, be, aevenbtlcat. 

dc,enniocd to make hio triumph .. , entry into Scriocapa ..... 
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MahaderouJ who did not meet with any considerable opposition, took possemon 
of all the districts a. well as fotU which have been already mentioned: he retook 

the country of Sirpi. Ascota, Chinnabalaporam. and aU their dependencies. 
In the months of January and February, 1767. the Soubah Nizam Ali and Bas

lela, Jung hi. brother, whose army was sltcngiliened by a detachment of the English 
Company's troop', left Hyderabad to join Mahaderou: but the Soubah, who arnwed 
himself with levying certain irnposu in different districts on h;, march, did not Join 
bim till the month of April. During thi, interval, the Mahraltas did not remain 

in a Slate of inaction, and had already made themltlves muten of Chinnaradurgam, 
of Davilradurgam, and of the strong citadel of ~l ugdeghenny. In this last place 
they found the young King of Bednor, with the old Queen and her brother. They 
afterwards look several imponant places, and levied very heavy contributions. 

Haider, who perttivcd the storm that was collecting against him, forti6ed his prin~ 
cipal forts, and having fully garrisoned and victualled them, gathered together all h15 
troops and encamped before the walls of Seringapalam. where: he entrenched himself 
to the best possible advantage. Being resolved to wait the event, be gave or<leu 
that all the grain and provisions within thirty miles of Seringapatam should be 

brought to tbe magazines of that city. This he considered as a certain measure to 
prevent the confeder.ne ann)' from appn>acuing. In the mean time he ~[ered. into 
a secret correspondence .... -jth the Soubah: and he bad aho dispatched a Vaqueel 
to Mahaderou, the Mahntta chieF, who agrttd to restore all the places he had taken, 
for thirty lacks of rupees; which he had no sooner received, than he retreatt:d to his 
own country, witbout giving to the Soubah the smaliest ponion of his bribe. 

Though the English detachment had received considerable reinforcemenu, Gene
ral Smith, who commanded it, percciving the duplicity of the Soubab, withdrew hi, 
army 10 the frontiers of the Camatic. About the middle of May, the Soubah Jet 

rCX"WIrd to join the army of Haider Air j and aboul the 2tlb of the tame month, 
the F.ngIiIb were informed that the object of their junction wu to get pos.teaion or 
d ... Cl)Unll'y. 

Cenel1l1 Smith." the danger that threatened him, and. made continual reqaisitions 
to tle Governor and Co.ancil of Madras to grant him lhe neceuary supp1;es fOr the 
approaching campaip J but u they delayed their attention to his repeated reman
",.nca, Haider Aly and !he Soub&h CIlIerecl wiIh !heir ....... iDIo Ibe Valley or 
Bgnpa~ and commenced hoailiUt~. 
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The troops of the Soubah consisted of thiny thOllynd horse, ten thousand SepoY" 
and It vast body of irregular infantry. with sixty piece, of cannon. The anny of 

Haider Air was compo,oo of twelve thou.and well disciplined cavalry, eight thou_ 

und Mogul horse, with a.troop of sixty European hussars, a very large J>ody of 

infantry, armed with European musqucl$, and forty-five pieces of artillery.\ 

As to the English army. it consisted of no more than two European regiments .. 

amounting, at most, to eight hundred men, seven battalions of SepoY', of about 

eight hundred men each, a body of artillery, and fiv,e hundred horse belonging to 

t~ Nabob; with 3 LrOOp of European hone, which cOOJlined only thirty men, and 
wa, commanded by Lieutenant Robson. 

Haider being convinced that he should more effectually distress the English 

army by CUlling ofT all communication between their camp and the country, em. 
ployed ver), large detachmc'}U of cavalry for that purpose. who continually relieved 
each other. Fortunately, however, for the English, the haughlY humour of the Sou. 
bah and his officers was soon dissatisfied with this tiresome mode of making w::.r, 

• 
and reproacbetl their ally with not having ful611cd his promi&e of cutting the English 

army in pieces. 
At this time the English army. being in greM dist ress from lhe want of rice and 

other provision$, began ilS march towards lhe defile of Singurpeuah, to get out of 
the valley of Bunnal, and to re·enter the Carnatic. The 1 ndian chiefs, Iheterote, 
determined 10 attack them, ared they executed their design on the 2d of Septem~r. 
near the fon of Changama. The contest was mainillined with greal courage on bach 
,;de., but the Eastern armies swtained very considerable loss, and the English re
mained tn)~t.e1'S of the Geld of baule. The lauer, howc\'cr, could nOt avail thetwtlves 
of their advantage, frorn ~ deficiency of ammunition.; 10 that me General thought it 
right to proceed the following night for Trincomally. Haider Air sooo learned that 
tbe English were on the marcb, and sent detachmenu to haraslthem; IJUI though 
they were impeded by thcae man<J:lJvre.~ lhey arrived at Trincomally, and were 500n 
joined by the .outhern dJvwon under Colonel Wood. IIlving recovered from 
tbeir late fatigue., the whole army encamped at I amall dJ!tance from TrincolnaDy. 
and the Eutcm power. lOOn re.appeared, and fixed their c.mp 1n I very adyan. 
tageou. po.ilion; from whence Haider made an idle parade of .ait artillery, a. he 
w .. ar too gtut a diltlllC:t to annoy hi, enemies. General S .. 1tb had fleqUCDdT 
mana:uyred to make Ha.ider leave hit advaruagcoUi llituation, but jo vaio. 
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At lengtb, however, he succeeded, in eonst"q"uence of :I victory over thr uni!t!d 

army, on which occasion Haider and the Souhah lost twelve thousand mCIl, b( ~hlu 

,bose which were wounded ; and the lauer was comp!lIed to leave bl hUlo him 

thirty_seven bran cannon, fifteen and twenty pou nders, which were said 10 bave 

come from the foundries of France; bUI when the Soubah afterwards made peace 

with the English, they were all restored to him. 

Some li me previous to the battle which has just betn mentioned, Haider Air had 

sc:nt hi ' .on Tippoo 5aih, with a large detachment of cavalry, to the environs of 
Madras, with orden to carry pillage and destruction along with him. He wa~ 

however, prevented from obeying his father'S orders, by the activity of Colonel 

Call, the principal engineer. who collected all the fo rce that was to be founds and 

completely protecled the Black Town from the menaced inroads of Tippoo. In 

the mean lime, the Governor of Madras received an express from General Smilh, 

to inform him that he had gained a complete victory over the armies of Haider 

Aly and the Soubah. A ge neral discharge of the cannon at Madras announced this 

important event; and no sooner did it reach Tippoo Saib, than he retreated ~ 

great haste to rejoin hi. father and the Soubah, who had fallen back to Ca ... eripat_ 

nam. As the rainy season approached. their armies went into cantonmenl3, while 

the English forces took up thei r quarters at Vellore. \Vandewash. Conjeveram. &c. 

The nins h .... ing ceased, in the latter par' of No ... ember, I"hider Aly: assembled 

his troops, and having entered the valley of Burmal, inve51ed the twO Inl'd forts of 

Tripotore and Vaniambady, and as they did not contain more than 6ve hundred , 
SepoY', they lOOn capitulated. Haider then proceeded to besiege the citadel of 

Amhour. a place of comiderable importance, and siluated on a rock. at the foot 

of which is the: lown, defended by a mud wall. The English commandant, per_ 

ceiving that any effectual defence was impossible. retirtd with his troops into the 
fort, and dispatched an express to the Covernor of Madras to inform him of his 

ailuation. The English arm)" thereforet received immediate orders to assemble, 

wilh aU pouible expedition. at Vel!oret and it was soon enabled to march to tbe suc

cour of Amboor. On t"ir approach, Haider Aly raised the siege. and re.entered 

the valley. The Soubah followed him with his army, and procteded to Caveripat

nam, where be encamped J but J-bider stopped at Vaniambady •. where he chose a 

very advantageous POll. being resolved to try lhe strength of his anny alone against. 

!he .English. 
aK 
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On the 8th of December, the English appeared before Vaniambad;l, where tbey 
found J-hider Aly; an engagement followed, in which he was wonted,l but made 
his retreat in such good order, that the English did not tbink it prudent to follow 

him. He directed his roule to Caveripalnam, where he joined the Soubah, and wa.s 

.gain beaten by the English, with whom the Soubah. tired of the war, entered inlO 
a treaty of pacification. 

Haider Aly, finding himself wjdlOut allies., left a strong garrison at Caveripatnam, 
and led back his anny into the Maissour country. Tbw terminated the campaign 

of J767' 
In january. 1768, the English began the campaign in two distinct partJ. The 

division which directed its ope-ralions to the southward, was commaudcd by Colonel 
,, 'ood, who rCcc!\'cd orders to march towards Davembarra, and from thence to 

Tingrocolal, AIOUT, \lnd Selim. 

The nonhc:rn divisiol('. commanded by General Smith, advanced up the valley 
of Burmal, and sat down before Cavcripalnam, which it ~r. rtducM; he then in~ 
vrsted. and made himself malter of the imponant fonren 0,YKitna Currq. 

During this time, Colond 'Vood obtained very signal advantage. with the army 
which he commanded in the somh. 

The English at length determined to make a more &eriOUi attack on Haider Aly. 

by belieging hi, capital, Sc-riogapatam. and Bangalore. Tbey were confirmed in this 
dfiign, on being informed that the government of Bombay had engaged in an en
terprize against the po55ession, of Haider Aly, on the COOJt of Malabar. and had 
taken the faN of Mangalore and Ooor, after having fortified the island of Bombay. 
This diveriion uvoured the viewl of the government of Madras. But Haider Aly 
was no IOOI..cr infornpl of this expedition, dIaD he led the greater part of hi. anny 
to the coast of Ma!abar I when tbe Bombay troops. being convinced that they were 
not in luffictent force to rcult the I ndian chief, whom they imagined to be at that 
time occupied with the army belonging to Madru, lOok to Right, and lOll tbeir 
anillery. ~,ith a considerable number ofprilOnen. 

At the ume time the divi,ioJU of the: army of Madra., commanded by General 
Smith and Colonel 'IV oed, lhough they had not rec.ei"cd the heavy artillery which 
they expected from M~ra •• formed a jlJDction on the 7m or Oaober. and ad for ... 
ward (0 meet Halder Aly, who returoed triumphant rrom the toalt of Malabar. 
They in vain ,lrove to bring him to a general engaacmwt. u he could IIw.,.. 
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retrtat with a degree of expedition which they could not adopt to follow him; and 
did not fail 10 employ his cavalry in harming them without intermission. At length, 
however, he was reduced 10 such a situation, that he offered tenns of peace to the 

government of Madras, which, unfonunately, were accepted the 4th of April, 1169; 

as in the position in which he found himself at that time. he might have been driven 

out of the Carnalic) or been obliged to pUT,hasc peace on any terms that might have 

been dictated to him. 

Haida Aly rt:mained in a St3JC of peace to the latter part of the year 1770, and, 

during this imcrval, he applied him~lr 10 the government and domestic concertll 

of his country ; hut hi. repose was not suffered to be o f k.ng duration. 

At the end of this year a vast Mahratta army appeared 10 aaack him, which con· 

,isted of sixty Ihousand infantry, ten thousand cavalry, with some field-pieces; but 
they were indifferently served. 

Haider, who had nOt a sufficient quantity of cavalry [0 opprue to such a torrent, 

contented himself .... ·ith giving his army a very advantageous position, at some: miles 
distance Crom Se.ringapatam. I I wa, composed of eight thousand men, the no~r 

of his cavalry, antI thirteen thousand infantry, well amled#with European muskeu. 

His artillery also was sen'cd in a Jllpcrior manner. and in several slight engagemenu, 
he had the advantage. 

Morarou, an ancient Mahraua chief, who, in the last war WiU an ally of the 
English, and whO$(' camp had been Cotced by Haider Aly. slill continl.ed to preserve 
hil former resentment. He had strengtheno:l his army with thai of another 1:l!>raua 

prince, Trimbuch Mama, and offered the reward of a thousand rupees to an)' one 
who should bring the: head of Haider. 

Morare 'l counselled Trimbuch Mama to send some detachments on the side of 

Seringapatam, to deceive Haider. and draw him from his post, which he had main_ 

tained for eight months, and the stratagem ~ucceeded. Haider Air. forgetful of 
his former prtcaution, .... 'as led by degrees to a considerable distance from Seringa_ 
patam. from whence he drew all his supplies,; and Trimbuch availed him.selr or the 
opportunity to place a large detachment between that city and Haider'S army, so 
that the latter was reduced to the dangerous necessity or regaining his for~e.r posi_ 
tion by open force; but in Ibis attempt he was attacked by the Mabraltas, his army 

was totally routed, and be himself, with a few or his people, escaped with difficulty 

\9 his capital. 
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Tbi, 'A'.5 a tenible misfonune for Haider, "ho found himlelf without an umy • 
.. ' ithout resources, without fric:0Ih, and without allies; but hi. coura~ never forsook 
him; and, though he WII besic;gtd by a powerful army, and his country ravaged by 

,he cnem)'. he:. indulged the hope, that hi, fonner munc: would return. In fact. the 
Mahl'luls, having no hea\'y anillery. were 1'educcd to the nec.e.uity of turning ..... bat 
'would have otherwise been an acU\'C siege, into a lingering blockade. 

In the tman lime, Trimbuch Mama "'role in the most pressing temu to the Nabob 
of the .carnaLic., aDd 10 M. Dupree; tben Covernor of Madras, to obtain troop' and 
cannon, io order to reduce the capital of lfaidcr Air. The Nabob was disposed 
to comply with Ihe reque6l. but me Council of Madraa lbololght thai they were bound 
to keep faith with Haider, and that they could not be justified in violating the pelce 

of 1769' 
I-{aider abo, in hIS tum, applied to Governor Dupree for asiistaoce, but lhe Ialter 

.seemed determined not ulilllerfcn: in.the tontest, and equally refuJed auistarrce 10 

both parties. 
The Mahraua. lxing, at lenglh, in great dillre. for proyUions of eyery -kind, 

c~ntented them~lve$ with desolating Haider'. country, and then retired to their 
own. Mahaderou died "JOn after hi. return I when a civil war took place among 
thl: chief., who contended for hi. 6'ucceSiion; and to this diJCord, which luted for 
everal yean, Haider Air was indebted for hi. flJtur.e glory'. 

The' Mahrau.as were no IOOner departed, than Haider collecled a small army, 
widl which he al1acked and retOOk all the forti that they had taken from him, and 
soon purged bis COUntry of thole dangerous brigand.. Thu. be 1000 established 
tranquillity in hi. dominion., and, by the encouragements he held forth, mduced 
the nui ... " who had been driyen away, to rtlum and rebuild their .map, and 
resume the culuvauon of their districts. He tben employed bil whok auemion to 
tbe renoration.of bis army, and in a few yca,. be had formed a body of troops, both 
as to numben and discipline .. whicb mun give an extraordiAlf1 idea orhit ta1enll 

-.aod perievcrancc. They were a. foUow.; 
Twenty lhouund cavalry. 
Thiny..eight thousand iofanary. 
Forty pieCCI of brass cannon. 
Five hundred camel •. 

Two hundred e\'pbaall. 
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Bullocks without "number. 
Upwomh of twel1/c thousand lrOOpt.dispened in di"lFerenl ganisons. 

Such was the: amount of H"ider Aly's army in 1175; and from that time to the 

year 1780, he enjoyed an uninterrupted stale of peace and tranquillity. 

Toward. the latter end of July, 1780, he entered into the Carnatic, and, on the 

~91h of that month, sent a large detachment of troops 10 PortO Novo, which the,. 

reached by forced marche.; when they surpri~d and pillaged that town, which had 
ever heen considered as a free pon for aU nations. He made the DUICh and 

Danish Residents prisoners, and by such a measure manifested his intention to drive 

the Europeans OUt of that peninsula. 

"'bile Haider was ravaging the country, the EnglISh orc!cred their troops to as

semble at Conjeveram, -under the command of General Hector Monro. 0" the 
8th of September that officer, having notice that Colonel Baily was pusbing forward 
with the nonhero detachment, (0 form a junOlion with the main army; and knowing, 
at the same Lime, thai a 131'ge body of troops, commanded by Tippoo Saib was en. 

camped near the rOllte that Colonel Baily must take, dispatched Colonel Flet~ 

lhal very night, with a detachment to reinforce bim; and these two detachmmu 
faroled together a body of three thousand five hundred men. In the course of their 

march they were attacked by Lhe united force. of Haider Aly and Tippoo Saib, 
and one of their tumbrels, taden with powder, blowing up during the engagement. 
that misfortune: threw the column imo diwrder. Tippoo ubservjng this circum~ 
stance, poured down his cavalry; and, though the English trOOps u13de a most 
obstinate resiltance, the greater part of them were cut in pieces, and Colonel Bail),. 
with all the surviving officen, taken prisoners. and sent to Sc:ringapatam. Haido-. 
immedlli.ttly arter this victory, sent a detachmem of cavalry. commanded by a M. de 
Lally, to harass General Munro, who, on receivi.ng the intelligence that Colonel 
Baily was defeated, retreated to Chinglepeu. After this loss, the English army wu 
no longer in a condition to reaist Haider Aly, who now travened, without oppo
sition. the whole southern pan of the Carnatic. 

In the month of April, .78t, Haider invested the. fortrc:ss of Tiagar. which, tbougll 
impregnable from iu situation, was obliged to 5unender from the want of provisions. 
At knglh he entered the country of Tanjour, and not only destroyed aU tbe village. 
he found in the coune of his route, but even pillilged !he temples of the Gentoos, 
which had hitheno been respected by every other atet and rcligion • 

• 
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The late alliance which Haider had formed widl the French had contributed, in 

lome. deg~1 10 the check wh~ch the EI.'s,li$h had rt"Ccived near Conjc'1->ram; but 

the iagnal " JCIOry that was gamed by SIr Eyre Coole, near PortO Koi-o, on the 

30th of June in this same year, changed the posture of affairs. 

This battle enabled the English to undertake, with their Admiral, Sir Edward 

Hughes, lhe siege of Negapalnaro, whid\ surrendered tQ their uniled forces on the 
12th of November. 

In the month of Dcc~mber Haider Air undertook the siege of Tellichc rry. but 
...... as obliged to retreat from iliat enterprize with considerable loss. 

In the mean lime, the English army being reinforced by trOOps from Bengal, 

Sir Eyre COOle proceeded to Wandew8sh, which was besieged by Tippoo Saib, 

who, on the firS( intelligence of Ihe approach, rClrealed towards Gingi, whicn he 

took with liule opposition. 

On lhe 20th of August Sir Eyre Coote appeared before T,ripauore, which c:aPl_ 

lulated, very fortunately rtr him, on the !l3d, as the ad\'anccd gu_rd of Haider Aly'j 

arrpy appeared at the moment when tbe lOwn surrendered, and Lhe English had no 
more provisions remaining than for one day: as there was plellty in the town, Sil" 
Eyre Coote immediately resolved to allack. Haider. who retreated to Ihe vcry place 

where he bad defeated the small army of Colonel Baily: and, contrary to his usual 

praclice, detennined 10 wait for the English army, being influenced by a superstitious ' 

belief. that this siluation would be fortunate to him: he did nOl, however, leave 

every thing to fOrlune, u he availed himself of every advantage which his pruilion 

afforded him. 

The baltic, which continued from nine in the morning to sunset, was vigorously 

coOleued, but Sir Eyre Coote gained lhe viclory. Tbe English colDmander now 

determined to ldieve Vellore. which was in a state of the utmost distress, as it bad 

been for lOme lime prevented by Haider Aly', cavalry from receiving the least 
supply of provisions. Haider, not altogether discouraged by his hut defeat, baz.ardcd 

another battle before that place. when bis army was entirely put lO the route, and 

Vellore effectually relieved. 

While tbelle events were taking place in the north, Colo~1 Braithwaite wa, nOt 

equally succc&5ful in the soutb: on the eOQtrary, in an engagemen! whh Tippoo 

SaibJ near the village of W:llietoote, in the Tanjour COWltry, he ,uffered the same 

fate as Colonel Baily in the preceding yc.r. 




