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At this time a squadron arrived from Europe, which brought reinforcements to
the French troops, who landed at Porto Novo. Since the defeat of Colonel Braith-
waite, the English were no longer formidable in the south, and Sir Eyre;Coote was
too much occupied with Haider Aly, in the north, to be able to attack the French.
The latter, therefore, advanced to Cuddalore, which they took in April, 1782, and
sent a detachment to Haider Aly, who took possession of Permacoil,

No other event of importance took place, as the peace which had sheathed the
swords of the belligerent powers in Europe, put an end to the war which bhad dis-
turbed the Peninsula of India.

‘Haider Aly died in November, 1782 : a cancer in his back, which had afflicted
him for several years, finished the career of his bold and persevering ambition.

On the coast of Malabar the government of Bombay had levied a considerable
body of troops, and given the command of them to Brigadicr-General Mathews,

w who soon made himself master of Onor; and, on receiving the news that Haider

- was dead, proceeded to reduce Cundapore and Mangalore, the latter of which
he took, aficr a feeble resistance. . He then pushed on to the Bednor country, and
possessed himself of the capital, which bears the same name.

The success of the English soon reached Tippoo Sultan, when he instantly
quitted the Carnatic; and, on the gth of April, appeared before Bednor, with a very
considerable army, a large train of artillery, and a thousand French troops. The
English General, whose force did not exceed two thousand men, found himself obliged
to retire into the fort, which, though it was commanded by the surrounding heights,

. he maintained till the 27th, when he accepted the capitulation offered by Tippoo;
- who, instead of adhering to the articles of it, exercised a degree of barbarity towards
the English prisoners which has no example.

Mm being restored to his power, Tippoo conducted his army towards the Ma-

__‘ libi; coast, to recover the places which the English had taken, and he Itcb:ﬂnnglf -
- appeared before Mangalore, which was garrisoned with three thousand men, com-
manded WBQMCm;pbell a valiant and experienced officer, who defended it with
Cq&l *ﬂhﬂm&w several momhs. At length, however, it was redueed to
l‘he gm st i1 ]
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.
CHA{Q‘gER XXIV. ’

Extracts from the Correspondence of Baron Grant, during the Years i75 5, 1756,
17575 1758, 1759.—Extracts fom Instructions to General Lally and Count
D’ Acbé, &c.—Furtber Extracts of the History of India during the seven Years
War.

Tz large body of materials already inserted iNis Work, and the importance
of those which are to follow, renders it absolutely sigcessary to abridge this cor=

respondence.
s

LETTER XIV. - &
Isle of France, December, 1755.

Baron Grant having, in the preceding year, lost his wife* and his.second son, it
became an object of great importance to him to send his only remaining sont into
the bosom of his family, at Vaux in Normandy : accordingly, in this letter, he enters
into those details respecting him, which may be expected from such an excellent
father as he was; and, at the same, reccommends to his relations to make all the
necessary preparations for his own return, .

As his departure, however, did not take place till three years afier, he enters into
a detail of the works which he had erccted, with M. David, the former Governor,
in order to make lime from coral; as well as of his plantations of cetton, and the
large forges established by M. David, in conjunction with the Count de Rostaing
and M. Hermans, &c. &c. &c.

. “ M. Bouvet, the successor of M. David, this ycar quitted the Isle of anoa, @
was succeeded by M. Mago, who began his government, by giving a general per-
misson to cut wood, which threatened to Injm that i nnpomnt olmct#in the island,”

* Mademoiselle de Grenyille,
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LETTER XV.
In 1756,

He conunucs to speak of the same objects, and certain preparations for war.

LETTER XVI. Rt
. Isle of France, 1757.
. He announces thc arrival of the French squadron at the Isle of France. The first
vessels were commanded by M. de Soupirs, and the main body of the squadron by
the Count d’ Aché, who conducted the Count de Lally to take upon him the govern-
ment of the French establishments in the East Indies.
The principal part of the squadron, which was long and impatiently expected, at
. length arrived ; and the principal articles of instruction for the two commanders in
,‘_?. chief by sea and land are as follows: '

* dn Extract JSrom General Lally's Instructions, given bim by the French gasr
India Company.* =

“ The Sieur de Lally is authorised to destroy the fortifications of all maritime
settlements which may be taken from the English; it may however be proper to
except Vizagapatam, by reason of its being so nearly situated to Bemelipatana (a
Dutch factory), which, in that case, would be enriched by the rumn of Vizagapatam :
but as to that, as well as the demolishing all other places whatsoever, the Sieur de
Lally is to consult the Govm and Superior Council of Pondicherry; and to have

~their opiniog in writing : hﬂétwtd:ﬂandihg.he is to destroy such places as he shall
e _tlunk proper, unless: mng%ﬁﬁcm arguments are made use of to the contrary:

: % gwumwamwmnmmofmrm &

iding or mﬂshlmr: MM@W -&vea it
b think proper for the good of the service. o
: "'UWOYRDE%!@MMW uwnz':.'_-.;:_:
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may well remember that after the taking Madras, last war, the Enghsh Company, in
their Council of the 14th of July, 1747, determined that all ransoms made in India
should be anulled. In regard to the English troops, both officers and writers be-
longing to the Company, and to the inhabitants of that nation, the Sieur de Lally
1s to permit none of them to remain on the coast of Coromandel: he may, if he
pleases, permit the inhabitants to go to England, and order them to be conducted in
armed vessels to the Island of St. Helena. But as to the officers riters belong-
ing to the East India Company, as well as soldiers and sailors, he is to order them
to be conducted as soon as possible to the Island of Bourbon, where it will be per-
mitted for the soldiers and sailors to work for the inhabitants of that place, accord-
ing to mutual agreement. Though the sending them to the French islands should
be avoided as much as possible, to prevent their being acquainted with the coast, as
well as the interior part of the island. It is by no means his Majesty’s intention that
the English officers, soldiers, and sailors should be ransomed; as none is to be delivered
up but by exchange, man for man, according to their different ranks and stations.

“ If the exchange of prisoners should be by chance settled at home, between the
two nations, of which proper notice will be given to the Sicur de Lally, and that the'
1slands of France and Bourbon should have more prisoners than it would be conve-
nient to provide for ; in that case, it will be permitted to send a certain number to
England, in a vessel armed for that purpose.

“ No English officers, soldiers, &c. are to be permitted to remain in a place
after it is taken ; neither are they to be suffered to retire to any other of their settle-
ments. The Sieur de Lally is not in the least to deviate frol the above instructions
and regulations, unless there should be a capitulation which stipulates the con-
trary ; in which case the Sieur de Lally is faithfully and honculy o ‘adhere to the
capitulation.

% The whole of what has been said before concerns only the natives of England ;

but as they have in their settlements merchants from all nations, such as Moors,
Armenians, Jews, Pattaners, &c. the Sieur de Lally is ordered to treat ﬂwm ﬂlb' X
humanity, and to endeavour, by fair means, to engage them 1o retire to Pon:hcbmy e i
or any other of the Company’s acquisitions; assuring them at the same time, ‘t&;,- 3! J‘
they will be protected, and that the same liberty and prmhgu whxch m hﬁm& .
possessed among the English will be granted them, P o
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there are three hundred men from Fisher's recruits, lately raised, and as it is feared
there will be considerable desertions among these new recruits, the Sieur de Lally
m'ay, if he pleases, leave them on the Isle of France, where they will be safe from
desertion, and replace them from the troops of that island.

Remarks on @ Memorial of the French East India Company, delivered to the Count
D' Aché, Chief d*Escadre, and commanding tbe Squadron destined to the East,
Atowards the latter End of the Year 1756.

Article 4th treats in general of dispositions to be made on the arrival of the ships
at Mauritius; and observes, that there are two harbours, the one called Port Louis,
or North-west, and the other South-east, Harbour. Port Louis is the principal,
where the colony chiefly resides, and where the docks, magazines, and othercon-
veniences for shipping are built; but the air of the south-cast harbour is esteemed
the most healthy, and on that account it is recommended to send all the sick sailors
and soldiers on shore there, where it seems houses proper for hospitals are pre-
pared. As soon as the sick shall be sufficiently recovered, it is recommended’ to
let them march over land from the south-east harbour to the north-west, which
is about fifty miles* direct across the island ; so that apparently there must be a par-
ticular road, which indeed is reasonable to conclude, from the residence of many
planters on lhe south-cast side.

The south-cast harbour has two channels, through either of which ships way
casily enter, but the greatest difficulty is getting out : however, the instructions say,
that the ship of each division which carries in the sick may easily get out again
Ihrough the north-east or south-cast channel.

- Itisalso observed, that as the north-west harbour of Mauritius is not large enough

;m ~contain all the vessels that may arrive there, together with those there before,

and as the islands may not be able to furnish fresh provisions for so many people,
?gh will be a necessity for sending out the ships already there, to the island of
Madw, pmhme :be gcueml rendezvous is appomted to be, aﬁer kavmg the
mﬂl’ﬂlu& 2 \_' - 'f 4_‘-!! :_; 1ty

. Mmmm%mﬁvemdubﬂmnthmhom:mﬁmgmthem :
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Article 5th takes notice that Saint Mary’s, near Madagascar, is a sn‘nll nd, and
has one harbour, capable of containing seven or eight vessels: the French had sent
thither a chief, an officer, and some soldiers, to get the necessary provisions for the
sailors and troops.

Article 7th remarks, that it is probable the English squadron may then be at
Trinconomale Bay, cither as a place of security against the French, or to careen.
In either case the commander of the French squadron is instructed to declare to the
Dutch, that it is against the rules of a strict neutrality to receive and protect in their
port the enemies of France; and that he has orders to pursue and take, or burn the
enemy’s ships wherever he shall meet them, which order he must obey, in spite of
their opposition. 3

Article 8th points out the places where it is probable the English squadgh may
take shelter, and advises the taking or burning it in any port of India, though belong-
ing to neutral powers, as ’frinconomalc, Merguy, Acheen, of any other port, ex-
cept in China or Bengal; where, they observe, it may not be prudent to commit

any violence, lest their commerce suffer for infringing the protection the government
may give to English ships.

Article 11th proposes, that, in case they arrive too late at the islands, to be on the
Coromandel coast time enough to undertake any enterprize before the monsoon of
17573 to project any other operation which may not interfere with, or delay the
operations on the coast of Coromandel early in 1758. Some ships are particularly
recommended to be sent to Bencoolen to take that place, and the other settlements
on Sumatra, from whence all the English and slaves are to be carried oﬂ'todle
Island of Bourbon. A

Article 13th observes, that there is still in India a better uﬂdalundmg between

the Dutch and English, than there is in Europe, to the prejudice of France; and,
therefore, litde regard ought to be pud to their ﬂng, lfal'ly aﬁmh lub_]ecu or eﬂ‘ecu
are found with them.
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factory ought to remain, nor an English inhabitant (even those born in the coun-
try) suffered to reside in the province. This resolution, they observe, is the most
effectual means to establish their reputation on the Ganges. But they seem to recom-
mend only the destruction of the new fort, and the preservation of old Caleutta, on
condition of a ransom, and the observance of a strict neutrality in Bengal, for the
future. This the French scem most desirous of, but insist on ready money for the
ransom, and hostages for the performance of agreements, since the English have
here publicly declared, they will abide by no treaty of ransom. His most Christian
Majesty, in a letter of the 25th of January, 1757, to Count D’ Aché, instructs him
not to leave an Englishman in any place that shall be taken, but to send in cartel
ships to St. Helena, or suffer to pass to England, all free merchants and inhabitants
not in the Company's service : but to keep prisoners all civil servants, officers, and
soldiers, and not setany at liberty, unless exchanged against those of equal rank.
As to the prisoners, they are all to be sent 1o the Island of Bourbon, and there kept
in deposit, till it may be thought proper to send them to France.

Instruclions given by the Directors of the East India Company to the Governor'ef
the Isles of Mauritius and Bourbon, 24th of May, 1761.

They first recommend the division of lands into small parcels among such as
choose to become planters, and to let them cach follow the bent of their gemml
whether it be for tilling corn, breeding horses, bullocks, poultry, planting cotton or
coffec trees : but for the advantage of refreshments for shipping, and to reduce the
price of labour, they particularly recommend the breeding carriage and draught
beasts of all kinds. T b s

Their next attention is directed to cutting wood, which it seems was formerly

a supplied by contractors, who, on account of the easy conveyance, no doubt, cut.

; that nearest the sea-shore. The Company considering this practice as prejudicial

g the dqﬁmae of the Island of Mauritius, whose shore is, in many places, guarded

tahltm by the woods, positively forbid the cutting any wood there in future,

&auy. % There are two places which require the most immediate attention; the

 fimst. uthnhmfhptmu the north-west bay and the Bay of the Tomb, ( Bay du
"":Tm&“),whﬂgkumbemmp:ﬂunﬂemm&;mkmgdm
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adjacent to the south-cast bay, where there is a considerable yard and work-shop
for cutting wood; it must be absolutely forbidden (if it is not too late) to strip the
sca-shore of its wood in the neighbourhood of that port, that it may not be rendered as
defenceless as the north-west harbour.  If the evil is begun it must be stopped. M.
David has in that place a large carpenter’s yard, managed by the Sieur Rottier.”

Speaking of barracks in one of the articles, the Company says, {

@ At any rate, bat particularly in that light which we regard the Island of Mau-
ritius, whether it be to make it a receptacle of all the Company's military forces in
India, or to lodge the recruits there a year or two, which are destined for the gar-
risons in India, that they may be disciplined; that their health may be preserved
by the shortness of the passage, that they may at first be landed in ap wholesome
and temperate climate, where they may recover the fatigues of the voy:é&- and ac-
custom themselves by degrees to the heat, instcad of transporting them at once into
the burning, and often unhealthy, parts, of India ; or, lastly, with a view of having
always at the Mauritius fopces which may be sent to India on extraordinary occa-
signs, when succour cannot be expedited from Europe, either through want of time
16 write for them, or prevention of their departure from France by enemies. It is cer-
tain, in all these points of view, equally favourable for the preservation of the settle-
ments in India, and the good management of troops and money, that barracks are
absolutely necessary at the Island of Mauritius. Frequent complaints have been made
of the irregularities which the soldiers commit when dispersed, and at liberty in different
houses: it is therefore impossible to prevent the licentiousness and unlucky acci-
dents which happen, but by barracks. Hitherto we have had but a small garrison
at the lsland of Mauritiu'i, when it becomes more numerous all the inconvcniencc
vour oi  pumerous garrison at the Island of Mauritius, thltMl be the readiest
and cheapest method to people the island, and to form a militia on the spot, inte-
rested in its defence. At the end of a certain time, those who are willing to seitle on
the island may have theif discharge, on condition that they shall foro a company of
militia, which shall assemble from time to time, and march when occasion requires. A

good prison or guard-house is not less necessary to hold the thlu, Gsn barvachi for ” :

the soldiers, in order to keep the Company's slaves under good management, shutting
lhanugbymghx, and forming goodpomonlh:m-qhorc mﬂh&emm
o{‘dn:M By mcmsnfanumumamit!;( 0ssik
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prevented, and the attempts of the Madagascar Blacks, which are turned freebooters,
may be guarded against: these slaves may then be bought without hazard, and all
agree they can be had cheaper and better, and are more intelligent and laborious,
and sooner trained to all kind of work than those procured elsewhere. The incon-
venience of too great a quantity of grain, and a scarcity, has been successively
experienced at the Island of Mauritius: to remedy it, instructions have been sent,
concerning the manner of preserving corn in Italy and Africa, with the form and di-
mensions of the pits which are there used. The last works of the Sieur Du Hamel,
relative to stores, ventilators, and the construction of granaries, have also been sent

ut; you must inform yourself whether any of his methods have been tried, and
endeavour to introduce those best adapted to the nature of the grain necessary to
be kept.”

The Company, thinking the good of the service required that an entire jurisdiction
over the Blacks should be established, wrote to the Council at the islands to employ
such means as were necessary to engage the inhabitants to make detachments against
the Blacks; they were promised one hundred and forty livres for every freebooter
whom they destroyed ; but that recompence not provinga sufficient encouragement,
M. Bouvett determined to offer a slave, at the Companys price, for every freebooter
killed, which the inhabitants approve and the Company have confirmed.

-

LETTER XVII.

From M, de Miran to Baron Grant.

Pondicherry, May 10, 1757.
Contains an acegunt of the loss of Chandernagore, which surrendered to the
Endnh.hy capnulanon on the 24th of March, in the same year.

Se ST LETTER XV,

From Baron Grant,
' v Iﬂed'l'unu. Feb. 16, 1758.

Heannonnwbudepumre,whch took plléll thcamemouh,onboarda
llliphelqngmgto&. Malo, nmddn.!:mmld.
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- Baron Grant was unfortunately taken prisoner, in this voyly byde e n

w ch:ps, which took him into Jamaica. On leaving that island for En
fered new misfortunes from being shipwrecked, and with great dlﬁculgf and dan-
ger, and in the greatest distress, reached the island which he had so lately lcft. At
length, however, he arrived in England, where he remained six wecrs, when hc
returned to his estates at Vaux, in Normandy. ]

o

Further Extracts of the History of Indm, during the seven Yea ears War

The descendants of Tamerlane and the Moguls continued from the ime. of that
great congueror to govern India, after having beemydriven from Tartary and Persia,
Aurengzebe was the last monarch who inberited the talents of his predecessors; for
afier his death a general degeneracy followed,.adth as it commonly happens in great -
monarchies, the provnnccs which were the most remote from the seat of government,
became independent of the Mogul. Formerly the governors of these provinces,
who are called Nabobs, practised more than a mere nominal submission to the
imperial authority, as such a conduct confirmed their power. One of lhﬂe subordi-
nate princes, the Nabob, o, as he is by some called, the Subah or Viceroy &'Bc.u- '
gal, availed himsclf of some frivolous pretext, to besiege the English fort of B_cngal.
The place was bravely defended by Mr. Holwell; but on the 26th of June, 1756,

it was taken by the Nabob. The immediate consequences of which are too well
known to require any description of them in this place, . 'I'hehomgmdn!!’ennga
- of the Black Hole have been alrudydescnhedbydl;abkym ofMLHolw Who
~had bis portion of them, and from whose works tjnyhmbegg I
principal tongues of EUOPe. - .+ i s i e
kb agiiarms; bewilin i Sadh. adn: ngeﬁ:'éqn v
losses. Admiral Watson, in the beginning of the year 17
the residence of Angria, the pirate, who had long been the
Enzh-h. He then set ml ﬁom Madras wuhm '
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Company was established in all its possessions and privileges, as well as an indem-
nification for every thing it had lost by the capture of Calcutta. As it was not
supposed that this accommodation of the Nabob would last longer than it should
suit his interests; and that he would break it as soon as he had concerted measures
with the French for that purpose; the Admirals Watson and Pocock, with Colonel
Clive, who commanded the land forces, attacked Chandernagore, the principal
establishment of the French in this country, situated on the river, a litle above
Calcutta, which at length capitulated to their arms, on the 24th of March. Five
bundred Europeans and seven hundred Blacks surrendered prisoners of war, with
an hundred and eighty-three pieces of cannon, a considerable sum of money, and
a large quantity of merchandize. The ferocious manner: of the Nabob had even
disgusted his own subjects; and as success is the only title of these chiefs to their
possessions, Jaffier Aly Cawn, at that time one of the principal officers of his army,
and among those who pretended to have a legal claim to the rank of Nabob, put
himself at the head of a confederation against him, and demanded succour from the
English. .’

Without examining the rights of the rival Nabobs, it is sufficient for us to mention,
that the English agreed to assist Jaffier, with whom they entered into a treaty : Colonel
Clive accordingly opened the campaign in his favour, while the Admiral, in order 1o
augment the land forces as much as possible, undertook to supply a garrison for Chan-
dernagore, and sent him also fifty sailors to act as cannoncers : while a vessel of twenty
guns was placed above Huegly, to preserve a communication between the land and
sea forces. In the mean time the Surajah assembled an army of twenty thousand
men, which was aitacked by Colonel Clive on the 22d of June, and entirely defeated.
This event encoutaged Jaffier Aly Cawn, who had remained inactive in the last
battle, to make an open declaration of his pretensions to the character of Nuabob ;
and, on the 26th of the same month, the English and his party marched to Maxa-
davad, the capital of Bengal, where Colonel Clive placed him on the throne of the
Nabobs, and he received, in the character of Subahdar, the distinct homage of
Bengal, Bachar, and Orixa. As to the Surajah Dowla, his rival, when abandoned
by his officers, he fled from the ficld of battle, and, being made prisoner, was put 10
death, as may be naturally supposed, by order of the conqueror.

Thus the English, in thirteen days, gave a master to one of the richest, most extens
sive, as well as post populous kingdoms of the world, The new Nubob thought

g M
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that he could not give too ample marks of his gratitude to his friends, the English,
he therefore concluded a perpetual alliance offensive and defensive with them. He
augmented the limits of the Company’s territory in India, and enlarged their privi-
leges: he distributed six hundred thousand rupees to the soldiers and sailors, and at
the same time indemnified the Company for the losses which they had sustained, by
a payment of two millions sterling. Soon after these events Admiral Watson died,
from the unwholesomeness of the climate. The French, in order to repair so many
losses, equipped a new armament, under the command of M. D'Aché, officer of
marine, and M. de Lally, who commanded the French land forces, which consisted
of two thousand European troops. It appears to have been the opinion of the French,
that this force would have been sufficient to have re-established their affairs, but
they were mistaken ; for though they took the fort and town of St. David, Admiral
Pocock, who commanded the English squadron there, defeated them in two engage.
ments, and cut off all commgnication between their army and ships. T'he truth is,
that the French were not only discouraged and disunited, by their repeated disasters,
but #so wanted both provisions and money, as well as all military stores necessary
for their operations.

As 1o the land forces, under the orders of M. Lally, their conduct was irregular
to the last degree. Not having money sufficient, as we have already observed, to
continue his operations, he requested a loan from an Indian potentate, called the
King of Tanjour, and his demand being rejected, he besieged the capital of that
prince, but without success, He then endeavoured to repair this disaster by
seizing a Dutch ship, where he found a sufficient quantity of money to enable
him 1o undertake the siege of Madras, or Fort St. George. The place was
defended by Colonel Draper and Major Brereton, and M. Lally was obliged to
raise the siege, after having employed two months in that vain enterprize. The
remonstrances which he sent into France, on that occasion, describe the horror and
distraction of his mind, and the kind of intelligence that prevailed between him and
those he commanded ; while the English not only gained every advantage over him,
but also reduced the rich town of Surat, on the western side of the Peninsula of
India. On the 16th of April, 1759, the English army began the campaign, under
the command of Major Brereton, who made himself master of the important town
and fortress of Congeveram; and at the same time Major Ford took by assault the

town of Masulipatam: thus a border of eight hundred miles in length, along a trading
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country, filled with manufactures, fcll into the hands of the English; while the
French commerce was confined to Pondicherry, and some places in that neighbour-
hood. The conquered country reached to the province of Bengal, from whence
the French were entirely driven by Colonel Clive. These successes were in a small
degree balanced by a failure of Major Brereton in endeavouring to dislodge M.
Lally and his confederates from a very strong post that they occupied. This check,
which happened in September, 1759, cost the English between three and four bun-
dred men, killed and wounded, and encouraged M, Lally to make preparations for
the siege of Trichinopoly ; but Colonel Coote, on the 3oth of November following,
took Wandewash, one of the most important forts of that coast, and made the gar-
rison prisoners of war, Ten days after, he possessed himself of Cosangoly, which
the garrison were obliged to evacuate. These successes determined M. Lally to
risk a decisive engagement, in order to retake Wandewash, which he besieged with
two thousand Europeans and nine or ten thousand native soldiers. Colonel Coote
arrived there most fortunately with his army, consisting of about seventeen hundred
European, and three thousand Black troops, at the moment when M. Lally was
about to enter by a breach he had made in the place. A battle immediately ensued,
in which the French were put to the rout, with the loss of a thousand men left on
the field of battle: several of the principal officers were also killed, wounded, or
taken prisoners, and M. Lally retired to Pondicherry with the remains of bis army,
The loss of the English was about two hundred, and unfortunately Major Brereton
was of the number. Colonel Coote did not delay a moment in pursuing the advan-
tages he had acquired, and marched directly against Chitiput, which he took : ke then
laid siege to Arcot on the 8th of February, which is the capital of a large province
of the same name : This place surrendered to him on the 10th, and he made three
hundred Luropeans prisoners of war.

The operations by sea in India were pursued with equal vigour, and crowned
with equal success. On the 4th of September, 1759, an engagement took place
between M. D’Aché and Admiral Pocock; when the French commander was
obliged to retire. The English Admiral then directed his course to Pondicherry,
and was joined there by Admiral Cornish. On the 6th of April following the for-
tress Karical, as well as several other places of less importance, surrendered to
the English; so that the far greater part of the French forces in India was shut
up in Pondicherry.

gM2
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At length it was determined to lay siege to that place; and its garrison consisted
of fifteen hundred Europeans, when it was invested by Colonel Coote on the land
side, and Admiral Stevens by sea. It was surrounded by several forts, which had
occasioned great difficulty in former sieges, but were now ecasily taken, as the ad-
jacent country was in the hands of the English. The rainy season approaching, and
the known bravery of M. Lally rendered a regular siege impracticable ; it was de-
termined therefore to block the place by sea and land. This blockade was supported
by certain batteries, which were very advantageously placed, and, while they conti-

-nually harassed the garrison, were insensibly extended towards the town, notwith-
standing the rains had commenced.

These operations continued during seven months, the batteries being alternately
destroyed and repaired : but amidst all these difficulties the English were encouraged
by the distress of the garrison and inhabitants, who were reduced to feed on dogs,
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cats, elephants, and camelsf 5

The French, in this situation, indulged the hope of relief from their fleet, and a
violént storm on the 15t of June, 1761, cherished their expectations, as it destroyed
four English ships of the line, and obliged the others to quit the blockade. The
hopes, however, that had been indulged by the French garrrison, and their brave
commander, were of very short duration; for, in four days after the storm, and
before any relief could have been administered to the town, Admiral Stevens
re-appeared and renewed the blockade with eleven ships of the line and a frigate;
at the same time a bauery was erected within four hundred and fifty yards of the
ramparts.

The garrison was now reduced to three days provision; but this miserable situa-

_tion made ne impression on the mind of General Lally: he persisted in holding out,
and pretended that as the English bad failed in their engagements to him, it was im-
possible for him to enter into a treaty with them. At length, however, a signal fora
cessation of arms being made, the pringipal of the Jesuits, with two lawyers, but with-
out any apparent authority from the governor, were sent to treat with the English,
and afier some previous and necessary arrangements, the latter took possession of
the place. Soon afier, the setlement at Mahé, on the coast of Malabar was reduced ;
so that the whole commerce ofthevaemnndloflndu&ilmlo&ehlndld'thﬁ

English,
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account of the internal revolution in that country, which threatened to deprive the
English of the fruits of their astonishing successes.

The most ancicnt branch of the family of Tamerlane being extinct, another which,
had been driven from Bucharie into Persia, passed at length into India, where the
veneration of the inhabitants for a descendant of Timur-beg, or Tamerlane, was
so great, that he ascended the throne of bis ancestors, under the name of the Great
Mogul, or great conqueror ; and for a considerable period, both he and his poste-
rity were entirgly surrounded with Mogul guards, and established a most absolute
despotism over his Indian subjects. Though no difficultics were thrown in the.
way of their succession, the emperors, nevertheless, who had reigned since Au-
rengzebe, have always thought it necessary to represent themselves as the descend-
ants of Timur-beg.

At the time which is the object of our present consideration, the Mahrattas
formed the military force of India, and having deposed the last Great Mogul, his son,
Sha Zaddah, assumed that title ; though his authority was disputed by several pro-
vinces: but being assisted by Mr. Law, who was nephew of the person so well krgwn
for the Mississippi scheme, with about two hundred fugitive French, he made con-
siderable progress in confirming his title. At length Law persuaded him to put him-
self at the head of eighty thousand men, and to march against the English in Bengal.
They were met by twenty thousand native troops and five hundred English,
under the command of General Carnac, who entirely defeated them, and made
the young Mogul and Mr. Law both prisoners, on the same day that Pondicherry
surrendered. }

Fortune was equally favourable to the English in other parts of India. Jaffier
Aly Cawn, who had been raised, as we have already mentioned, to the rank of Nabob
of Bengal, became intoxicated with his power, which deprived him of the protection
of the English, who compelled him to resign his government in favour of his son-
in-law. The new Nabob confirmed and even increased the privileges of the English
in Bengal ;. 'so that the Dutch became jealous of their power, and made a !‘mdeu
attempt to drive the English from that country.

“ During these events in India, Count D’Estaing, a French marine oﬁeer, with
only two frigates, surpassed all his countrymen who were employed in the naval
] l::rmm m;;qt_herpanafthe globe.  In October, 1759, be destroyed the English -
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setdement of Benderabassy, in the Persian Gulf; he afierwards reduced Bencoolen,
in the Island of Sumatra, where the English carried on a considerable trade, and
“destroyed all their forts and establishments. This enterprising seaman at last feil
into the hands of the English: he was afterwards employed by the govcmment of
his country in various and important services. _ '
. A
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CHAPTER XXV.

Summary of the Life of Count de Lally.—ournal of bis Expeditions in India.—
Report of the Conquest of Pondicherry.—.An Account of the Condemnation of
M. Lally.

Tue Count de Lally was the son of a captain in the regiment of Dillon, whe
passed into France after the capitulation of Limerick, and a French lady of distinc-
tion. Soon after his birth, which was in 1699, he was entered, as was the custom
in the French army, a private soldier in his company. He made very considerable
progress in those sciences which formed a principal part of the education of the
French nobility. Being the son of an officer of distinguished merit, it was natural
for him to make military acquaintance; and being, by his mother's side, allied"to
some of the first families of France, he had more favourable opportunities than the
generality of his companions, to form connections of the first class. These advan-
tages, superadded to a fine person, advanced young Lally, at the age of nineteen
years, to a company in the Irish brigade.

Though he was known to possess those qualities that form the soldier, he was
equally qualified to succeed in civil employments; for at a period when young men
are seldlom more than equal to the inferior departments of the state, he was suddenly
elevated to one of the most important situations that belong to political government.
At the age of twenty-five he was sent by the court of France to negotiate some im«
portant affairs at the court of Russia, where his address and fidelity secured to him
the confidence of the King his master, and won the esteem of the Czarina. On his
return to France he was considered as one of the most distinguished men at Ver-
sailles, and was soon promoted to the rank of colonel of a regiment, in which he
conducted himself with uncommon distinction wherever he was employed.

- In the year 1745, when the young Pretender made a descent in Scotland, M.
Lally came into England, under the pretext of claiming some lands which his father

- bad possessed in Ireland, and to which he pretended to have a legal title : though,
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spy ; to assist him with his counsels, and to excite malcontents in the southern parts
of Great Britain, by promises of money and other inducements. It is even said
that he had some success in these dangerous attempts, when his plans were discovered
to the Duke of Cumberland, who gave immediate orders for his arrest: but M.
Lally was, by the kind interposition of the Prince of Wales, prescrved from a pri-
son, and permitted to return to France, in direct opposition to the sentiments of
the Duke.

Such, however, was the obstinacy of M. de Lally, that he quitted England with
great reluctance, though, as the expedition of the Pretender entircly failed, he had
every reason to be thankful to providence for his escape. From that time till he
was promoted to the rank of licutenant-general and commander in chief in the East
Indies, his life does not offer any circumstance that merits particular attention, As
to his history in that part of the world, to the period of his death, we shall refer our
readers to the following papers,

’

Journal of Expeditions in India, under tbe Command of Count Lally,

In the month of August, 1756, Count de Lally was appointed to the command of
an expedition in India, to support which the court had destined six millions of livres,
six battalions of troops, and three ships of war, which were to be joined by such as
the Company could prepare for the occasion.

The Chevalier des Soupirs, who was to command as major-general under him,
sct sail from L'Orient on the goth of December following, with two millions of livres
and two battalions,

On the zoth of February, 1757, the Count D*Aché set sail from Brest, ml.h
Count Lally, having two millions of livres, and two baualions, on board his squa-
dron; but an accident which happened to one of their ships, in going out of the pon,
obliged him to return, and contrary winds detained him till the 2d of May,

The Count D*Aché was near a year on his passage, a circumstance which gave
Admiral Stevens sufficient time to reach the coast of Coromandel ; though he did not
leave England till three months afier the French squadron set sail from France, The
Chevalier des Soupirs waited some time at Maﬂiﬂu, and disembarked urmy
eight months before Count Lally arrived there, At this time the English could not
bring a hundred men into the field, and he had two thousand, - Mndm was lﬁ%
town, Fort St. David was in ruins, with a garrison of sixty muﬁﬁ; Tﬁlﬂ‘m 3
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would have been sufficient to havetaken both these places, but the Chevalier des
Soupirs, who was entirely ignorant of the manner of carrying on war in that country,
suffered himself to be influenced by M. de Leyrit, the Company's govemnor of
Pondicherry, who kept him all this time in a state of inactivity, and at the expense
of all the money which he had brought from Europe.

Six months previous to his arrival in India the English had driven the Company
from all its settlements in Bengal, which were the most valuable of their possessions.

On the 25th of April, 1758, the Count D’Aché landed the Count de Lally at
Pondicherry, with some of his principal officers, and several chests of money. On
the following day, as he was preparing to cast anchor in the road of that place, he
was surprised by the English squadron, and lost a vessel of 74 guns; but, availing
himself of a favourable wind, he contrived to escape.

Within a few hours after he had disembarked, Count de Lally invested Cudalore,.
a place situated about five leagues from Pondicherry, and made himself master of
it in three days: the garrison consisted of ten invalids. In a short time after he
besieged Fort St. David, and entered into that place on the 2d of June, after sewen-
teen days of open trenches. On the 1oth of the same month the Count returned
to Pondicherry ; and, baving determined to make an attack on Madras, he dis-
patched a vessel to Count D’ Aché, who had retreated sixty leagues to the windward,
with orders to return- M. de Leyrit at this time signified 1o Count de Lally, that
he was not in a condition to subsist his troops for more than fifieen days, and that
there was no other resource but to march them into the kingdom of Tanjore, which
was about fifty leagues to the south of Pondicherry, to claim a debt due from the
Rajah of that country, Thus he was obliged to seck for subsistence in Tanjore till
the stormy season approached, which would oblige the two squadrons to take
refuge in some distant ports.

‘The Rajah of Tanjore having refused the debt demanded of him, Count Lally
marched towards his capital; and, in order to intimidate him, levelled five pieces
of cannon against that place.

At this time he received an account that the Engluh were marching, with a body
of eight hundred men, against Pondicherry, and that the Chevalier des Soupirs, who
had not an equal force, was pmpmngtoabandmmemmmdmgcounuy he
accordingly evacuated Tanjore, after having levied four hundred and forty thousand

;%ummm,mw.m:mmor.u&mdmmm



458 HISTORY OF MAURITIUS.

On bis approach to Pondicherry the English retired towards Madras. | He now
renewed his entreaties 0 Count D'Aché not to quit the coast; and, in order to
induce him to remain there, made him an offer of half his army to recruit his squa-
dron ; but the latter, deaf to his entreaties and arguments, set sail for Madagascar
on the 1st of September, which was the day afier M. de Lally’s retura to Pon-
dicherry.

He bad sent also for M. M. de Bussy and Moracin, with the troops that they
commanded ; the one in the Decan, and the other at Masulipatnam.’ These officers
brought with them but one-third of their forces, and on their arrival demanded a
reinforcement of a thousand men, &¢. But M. de Lally having received informa-
tion that the English bad made a descent in the neighbourhood of Masulipatnam,
ordered M. Moracin to return thither, which he refused ; and that place was after-
wards surprised by the English.

M. de Lally, having remained at Arcot for five days, réturned to Pondicherry,
having refused the incredible offer of M. de Bussy, to give him four hundred thousand
livres in three hours, if he would let him return with a body of troops into the Decan.
The army was at this time without pay, though M. de Bussy had informed M. de
Lally that he bad two hundred and forty thousand livres at the service of the
Company, if he would be responsibie for them, which he absolutely refused, as he
would have no commercial concern whatever with that body. M. de Lally, on his
return to Pondicherry, renewed his design of attacking Madras during the absence
of the English squadron ; it was, however, opposed by M. de Leyrit, for want of
fands to pay the army, and procure them subsistence : the other members of the
council were of the same opinion ; but four or five of them, with Count D'Estaing
at their head, offered their plate, to the value of eighty thousand livres, as a contri-
bution towards the enterprize. M. Bussy did not offer a single sol, and M. de
Lally gave one hundred and forty thousand livres, which he had pllned in the
treasury.

In consequence of these aids he arrived in the plain of Madras dlnhe uth of
December, 1758, and, after a few skirmishes, encamped there on- the following day.

- At a very carly hour on the morning of the 14th, the black town was attacked

by M. de Rillon, azﬁthudafhuregmtm;pd. muwﬁva
mudn,whhhdem ' “""’4‘“&...

e e




HISTORY OF MAURITIUS. 59

the Island of Mauritius with four ships of war, and three millions of livres, destined
for the service of Pondicherry ; and he was about to quit that island when, unfortu-
nately, the Count D' Aché arrived there, and prevented him from proceeding. He also
took upon himself to send to Pondicherry no more than ene million of the money,
by a small frigate, which anchored before that place on the 215t of December, 1758.

On the arrival of this money Count Lally determined to besiege Madras in
form. He paid both his European and black troops a portion of what was due
to them, and opened the trenches on the 6th of January, 1759. He attacked the
town with two thousand seven hundred Europeans, but the black troops were of
little use in a siege. The garrison consisted of five thousand men, sixteen hun-
dred of which were regular troops, four hundred servants of the English Company,
and three thousand Sepoys. The English army, that was in possession of the
country, made four different attempts to raise the siege, but was as often repulsed
with loss. Count de Lally had already made a breach, and was preparing an assault,
when six English vessels, laden with all kinds of refreshments, and six hundred men
of Colonel Draper’s regiment, came to an anchor in the road, and determined
Lally to retreat to Arcot.

Six weeks afier the siege of Madras had been raised the English received ano-
ther reinforcement of six hundred men from Europe, and immediately took the
ficld against the Chevalier des Soupirs, who abandoned to them the post of Con~
jeveram, and all the conquests that had been made on the left bank of the Paliar. -

After an absence of thirteen months the Count D'Aché at length arrived at
Pondicherry on the 17th of September, 1759, having had a third engagement with
the English fleety in which, as usual, he bad been worsted. On that very day he
wrate to M. de Lally, with an affer -of four hundred thousand livres in piastres,
and about as much more in diamonds, the produce of an English vessel which
be had taken, in part of payment of the two millions he had stopped the year
before at Mauritius, one of which would have secured the conquest of Madras. He
also notified that he should sct sail the following day for Madagascar. “This unex-
pected message threw. the whole colony into the greatest consternation. M. de Lally
was so ill as not to be able to quit his house, but he sent a deputation of all his prin-
qpll oﬁueu mmh@,gmww hi;d-lgn nothing however
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Count D’Aché, rendering him alone responsible for the loss of Pondicherry, and
threatening to appeal to the justice of the king against his conduct. This protest
was unanimously signed in the hall of the council in Fort Lewis, in Pondicherry,
the 17th September, 1759, as follows: Lally, Duval de Leyrit, Renaut, Barthe-
lemy, Chevalier des Soupirs, Nichel Lally, Bussi, Du Bois, Cariere, Verdieres,
Duré, Gaddeville, Du Passage, Beausset, Renaut, De la Selle, Guillart, Porcher,
Pére Dominique, capucin pretre de la paroisse de Notre Dame des Anges, F. S.
Lavacer, superieur general des Jesuites Frangais dans les Indes, L. Rathon, supe-
rieur general des missions étrangeres, Potier de Lorme, Duchatel, Audouart,
Aimar, Combaut d' Autheuil, Goupil, Keisses, J. C. Bon, De Wilst, Banal, Rauly,
Termelier, Saint Paul, |. B, Launay, Deshayes, Fischer, Du Laurent, Audoyer du
Petit Val, D'Arcy, Medin, Dioré, Bertrand, Legris, Miran, Boui’ﬂllc, F. Nicolas,
Du Plan, De Laval, Borée, De L’Arche, Boyelleau et Guellette,

M. D'Aché had alregdy set sail, but the winds and currents, having driven him
1o the north, the protest overtook him at sea; in consequence of which he returned
to Pondicherry, where he remained seven days, and once more departed for Ma-
dagascar ; promising, however, to return at a very early period of the following
year; but from that time, which comprehends a space of sixteen months, nothing
more was heard of him.

M. de Lally, who had now recovered his health and strength, daily expected the
arrival of Bassuletzingue, brother of Salubetzingue, sovereign of the whole country,
with a body of twelve thousand men. This prince was not more than thirty-five
leagues from the French army when he demanded an officer of distinction, and a
detachment of European troops, to facilitate their junction, and M. de Bussy was
accordingly sent on that service. The army was now assembled under the walls of
Arcot, from whence the Indian batallion was detached, as it began to foment a
second revolt, on account of the pay duc to the soldiers, from the not being able to
dispose of the diamonds. The absence of M. de Bussy, which did not require more
than ten or twelve days, continued for two-and-forty ; and the English, availing
themselves of the :mprwmbduyoﬁthchtnhegnd:ecmum
made themselves masters of Wandewash. - 4 HE LAt
Being dmppoum:d of the arrival of
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blacks, belonging to M. de Bussy, and bearing his name, he encamped opposite the
Eunglish, from whom he was separated only by the sandy bed of the Poliar, which
was then entirely dry. Having got possession of some magazines which were in
rear of the English, the latter were prevented from keeping the field for some days.
The French, therefore, fell suddenly on Wandewash ; but, on the appearance of
the English to relieve it, M. de Lally found himself obliged to retreat to Pondi~
cherry, or to hazard a batile, and he determined on the latter: he accordingly
attacked them, but was repulsed and beaten, on the 22d of January, 1760. The loss
was nearly equal on both sides, and the only officer of rank who was taken pri-
soner was M. de Bussy. M. de Lally, who was now reduced to the necessity of
defending, as long as possible, the passage to Pondicherry, encamped with his army
about four leagues from that place, on the road which the English must take in their
approaches to attack it.

Admiral Cornish appeared on the coast with four ships of the line from Europe, in
about a month after this battle: on the 28th of February he came to an anchor in the
road of Madras; and, on the 17th of March he appeared with his squadron before
Pondicherry. In the mean time the English army gradually approached nearer
to that place, while M. de Lally, in order, at the same time, to protect it from the
attack of the fleet, and obstruct the march of the army, necessarily retired from one
position to anether, till at length he occupied an advantageous post on the march
of the English, and about the distance of two leagues from the town.

While the English army was occupied in possessing itself of the small French
posts to the north of Pondicherry, the squadron of Admiral Cornish attacked
Karical on the south, which was defended by the same officer, in the Company’s
service, who had given up Chandernagore, after a very short bombardment. He soon
surrendered the place, which wanted nothing, and was the only European fortification
which the French Company possessed in India. In a short time after this operation the
English took Valdore. At the same time M. de Lally maintained his post during three
montbs, and thereby gained time sufficient to victual Pondicherry for half a year.

While M. de Lally held the English in check, he concluded a treaty with the
chief of Mysore. The object of this treaty was to supply Pondicherry with provi-
- sions; but he did not fulfil the conditions of it, and accordingly gave up the fort of -

Thiagar, which was the stipulated price. 1In a few days after the departure of the
W people, M. de Lally determined 1o strike a great swoke, by mhng the
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English on the night of the 2d of September. This enterprize accordingly took place,
and failed. At length, after a siege of two months, and a very gallant defence by M.
de Lally, Pondicherry surrendered to the English army, commanded by General Coote,
on the 16th of January, 1761. M. de Lally requested to be sent to Cundalore,
where he might have the advantage of being attended by French and English sur-
geons; but the Governor of Madras insisted on his being removed from that place,
and sent his own palanquin to convey him thither. *

The English batteries were not opened but a few weeks before the reduction,
and though they were served with great skill, and were employed with extraordinary
effect, the want of every necessary of life within the town was the most important
circumstance in favour of the besiegers. The inhabitants had for some time sub-
sisted on elephants, camels, and horses. It is well known that a dog had been sold
for twenty-four rupees; and of this wretched provision they had more than
would have sustained thém for one day, when the place surrendered.

.F.:trac: Jrom the Report of the Condemnation and Ezecution ¢f the Count
de Laily.

In consequence of the very weighty conclusions which the Procureur Gencral had
given against the Count de Lally, he was removed, during the night of Sunday, the
4th of May, from the Bastille to the prison of the Conciergerie, which communi-
cates by several staircases with the different apartments belonging 1o the Court of
Parliament. Though it was but one o'clock in the morning when he arrived at
the Conciergerie, he refused to go to bed; and about seven he appeared before his
Jjudges. They ordered him to be divested of his red riband and cross, to which-he
submitted with the most perfect indifference ; and he was dnmpheedmlbemol

* Extract of a Letter, dated Fort St. George, Feb. 1, 1761,

« M. de Lally is arrived here; and, notwithstanding his melancholy condition, is as proud and
baughty &s cver. Genius, understanding, and military knowledge, obscured by wery ferocious
manoers, and a perfect contempt for any oue bencath the rank of a General, characterise this ex-
trgordinary man. When he quitted the citadel of Pondicherry, lhﬁaﬂnnlﬁmm
him with the most marked disapprobation and insult: while his Commissary, who atte:
muiamﬂym,mmmmmmmmawy
not retreated to the Euglish camp, nmmw.uuﬂdvnﬂ
m#mmum hamm
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to undergo a course of interrogation. At this moment, clasping;=-hil hands and lift-
ing up his eyes, he exclaimed, “ Is this the reward for forty years faithful service "
The interrogatory lasted six hours. At three in the afternoon it recommenced,
and the Marquis de Bussy and Count D*Aché were successively confronted with
him. They remained but a short time in the Court, and were reconducted by
officers of justice. The sitting lasted till nine at night, when the Count was taken
back to the Rastille, surrounded by guards, and several companies of the city
watch.

The following day, at six in the morning, the judges began to give their opinions,
and they were not concluded till four in the afiernoon, when they pronounced an
arret, which contained only a simple recital of the proceedings against him, and other
persons accused of abuses and crimes in the East Indies, with their acquittal or con-
demnation, but without specifying the facts or reasons on which they were respec-
tively founded. The sentence stated, that he had been accused and convicted of
having betrayed the interests of the King and the India Company; of abusing
his authority, and of exactions, &c. from the subjects of his Majesty, as wclk as
the foreigners resident in Pondicherry ; for the reparation of which, and other crimes,
it was declared that he should be deprived of all his titles, honours, and dignities, and
have his head separated from his body on a scaffold on the Place de Gréve. His
goods and property were also confiscated to the King, &c. &c. and the arm of the
public executioner terminated the career of the Count de Lally.

S




464 HISTORY OF MAURITIUS.

CHAPTER XXVIL .

!

Observations of Admiral Kempenfelt and M. de Rocbon on the Isle of
France, in 1758.

I+ was not ll the year 1730 that the value of this island was known to the French,
and that it became an object of importance. Five years before, this colony had
been so neglected that not a single French vessel ever tapc.had at it: but ships,
engineers, and workmen were now sent to assist the |nhab1unu, and 1o forward the
designs that the Ind}a Company had formed. With this view, great encouragement
had also been given to the inhabitants of the Isle of Bourbon, to engage them to
remove to the Isle of France. M. de la Bourdonnais was sent from France as
Gowernor of the two islands. He was a person in every respect qualified to fulfil
the duties of that staton. It is indeed to his talents, indefatigable industry, and en-
terprizing spirit, that the French India Company owes all the advantages it obtained
from one of the most flourishing colonies and best harbours in India. The inbabi-
tants which he found there had, till his arrival, lived in huts; they were ignorant,
obstinate, and inared to idleness : those who came from the Island of Bourbon had
been so long neglected by the Company, that they had thrown off all idea of depend-
ance, and possessed those bad qualiies that naturally result from such a situation,
It required therefore great judgment and uncommon address in M, de-la Bour-
donnais 1o surmount these difficulties, by reducing thes¢ people to discipline and
obedience, and introducing among them a spirit of industry, so necessary to the
accomplishment of his designs. These rude people, debased by their indolent course
of life, and banished, as it were, from their native country, muq:[wghu

he ordered them to work, to cut down the wood, to cultivate the qﬂ}bmdlgh;dp
/quarries, o saw planks, and to build houses, chﬂtlbﬁhll. ﬂ!m-

and though they had every reason to fear that they shoul

it was pot without some difficulty that M. de la
dig the ground, and plant Mmﬂﬂu‘ :
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- 'The manioc is a root which grows on the banks of rivulets,* and bears in the East
Indies a large green leaf; it forms a very nutritious food for the slaves, but in a green
state it is absolutely poison, and must be dried before it can be made into whole-
some bread. M. de la Bourdonnais brought this root from Brazil,* and obliged
every planter, or inhabitant that possessed land, to cultivate five thousand square feet
of manioc for every slave; but they were, unfortunately, so habituated to idleness,
and so disgusted with his authority, that they did every thing in their power to dis-
credit this root, and oftentimes during the night poured boiling water upon the
plants, to check their vegetation. At length, however, for what will not perseve-
Fance, talent, and amiable manners accomplish, they were convinced of its utility,
and it is this root which now nourishes all the slaves in the island, where they are
very numerous, and perform the severest labours.

The Isle of France having never been cultivated, it was very difficult, in the
beginning, to till the ground, so as to furnish a sufficient quantity of provisions for
the support of its people, and to victual the ships which touched there. ~ Neverthe-
less, M. de la Bourdonnais attained these important objects in granting to the inha-
bitants a certain quantity of ground, which had not been cleared, and a proportionable
number of slaves at the Company’s expense ; so that they were enabled to cut down
the woods, to cultivate the ground, and to build houses, mills, &c. These various
improvements, however, proceeded with a tardy pace; and, from a want of industry,
or rather from a spirit of discontent in the people, it was some time before any
sensible change took place in the face of the island.

M. de la Bourdonnais was the only person acquairted with the theory and
practice of architecture; and having but very few workmen, he not only put a
~ certain number of young people under their direction, but became himself their

qmmctor. and as they advanced in this useful and necessary science; he put slaves

them, in the character of apprentices : but it is not to be conceived what
mouh!e he had to compel the one to teach, and the other to learn: impeded, how=
ever, u'ﬁew ith these and other difficulties, he contrived that wood should be
thntmnbonld be dug and shaped; that houses should be built, that roads

bemndc,andi?tqonveynm by water and wheel carriages should be

*Thuoﬁmmﬂﬂﬁnﬂhﬁmun&hﬂwmd&ﬂﬂmu thcformgww:a'
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produced. He also imported horses, and taught oxen to submit to the yoke; he
built a very convenient house for himself and his successors, magazines for the
Company, an hospital of two stories, which contained five hundred beds, for the sick,
and four windmills, with commodious granaries and quays. To these may be added
an arsenal, bateries, barracks, shops for the different workmen employed in the
canals, acqueducts, and a dockyard. In short, every thing is now seen in that island,
which is calculated for the convenience and pleasure of the inhabitants.

The town and port on the north-west side of the island, which is the residence
of the Governor and his Council, is situated in a valley surrounded with high
mountains, and contains about five bundred houses, They are built of wood, which
was in great plenty, as both the Islands of France and Bourbon were originally
covered with it. These habitations are in general small, and have only one. story
with garrets; they are nevertheless disposed with great convenience: their fonn-
dation consists of rodgh stone and lime, about three feet above the surface of the
carth, and serves as a platform for the upper part of the house ; thus these dwellings
are always dry, and as the wood never touches the ground, it is free from those incon-
veniences to which buildings are subject that are constructed with similar materials.

Wood, however, is now becoming, rare, though there is still abundance of it, but
as all the environs of the towns, villages, and plantations arc in a state of culture, the
forests may be said to have been removed to such a distance, that it would require
great expense and immense labour to bring the umber from thence, and in many
places it is altogether impracticable. The inhabitants, therefore, are already begin-
ning to build with stone, which is in great plenty throughout the island ; though it
is very dear, as it requires a great number of slaves to dig, carry, and shape it;
besides, as there-are no European masons, except those who belong exclusively to
the Company, who, bcmgfaumen,dtuwvdfmm wlhudoﬂmidty,
buildings are very expensive. ’

The town is irregular, as it was originally begun vitlumnymled M.ﬂ
every one was permitted to build according to the suggestions of his own fancy, The
quays arc very commodious, both for the loading and Mngnf-ﬁm_.
The soft water, which comes from a river about 2 league from the town, is cone
ducted thither by a canal to the foot of a high mountain, at the western extremity of
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Towards the middle of the town, there is a large space surrounded with a strong
high stone wall, which contains the buildings appropriated to the slaves of the
Company, as well as the public stables, &c. The inhabitants are not permitted
to encroach upon this spot, as it is reserved by the Company for their future
occasions.

The valley, in which the town is situated, is low and flat, covered with rocks and
stones, which renders the streets and ways rough and uneven; but immediately
round the buildings belonging to the Company, the ground is rendered very level.

At the extremity of the valley, and at the foot of the mountains there is a consider-
: space of ground cleared of the stones, and covered with a grass plat: it is
“ealled the Field of Mars, as it is the place where the troops perform their exercise :
it also contains a rope walk, and is the public promenade of the inhabitants.

The port is not large, and it has been rendered less by two ships which sunk
almost in the middle of it.* It is, however, still sufficient for the purposes of the
Company. The entrance of it is narrow, and defended by two batteries on two
low points of land, almost opposite each other: they were begun after the fleet,
commanded by Admiral Boscawen, had appeared off the island, and have proved
very expensive works to the Company, though they are not finished. M. Cossini,
who was the engineer there, from the nature of the ground, met with infinite diffi-
culties in forming a solid foundation. The ships are moored at two guns shot from
the quay, and the smaller vessels close to them. There are several pontoons for
the purpose of careening the vessels, and the workshops of the carpenters, rope
makers, armourers, coopers, shipwrights, &c. are so near the port, that the artificers
may be hailed from the ships.

. In the harbour there are two rocks, or islets, on which are erected two stone
~ windmills ; there is also a small bason, or matural pond of salt water, where the
turtles are kept which are brought from the Island of Rodriguez, about ninety
- M. de la Bourdonnais had formed the design of a regular fortification on the most
clevated part of the town, that is very well calculated for the purpme to which it
would have been applied; but it was not completed. This spot is near the hospital,
and commands the town, the high road, and a large and commodious bason, or small
o' oPhe carcawes ofthirty-ﬁmrtna‘a have been numbered, whchhnudiﬁumtmm

& Muwmmmm (See pages 11 and 12.)
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harbour, that communicates with the other, where inferior vessels might remain
in perfect security ; and if it were not for a smali chain of coral rocks, that appear
above the water in the middle of it, and which M. de la Bourdonnais had determined
to extirpate, it would have sufficient depth for vessels of the greatest burthen.

The lime employed in building is made of white coral, which is in great abun~
dance throughout the whole circumference of the island, and is of an exccllent
quality, after the stone has been washed in fresh water to discharge the saline matter,

with \;‘hich it is naturally and strongly impregnated.
Among the many other improvements that M. de Ja Bourdonnais had made in -

this island, there is a machine of his invention, by means of which the chaloupes
and long-boats are lifted out of the water, and put in a situation to be speedily
repaired, with very little trouble and expense. A vessel of an hundred tons, having
become very leaky and incapable of service, at a moment when there was a great
want of vessels, was brgught to this machine, where her leaks were stopped, her
bottom cleaned and repaired, and she herself set afloat in the space of an hour.

There are several kinds of wood in this island, but from their great distance, and
the rocks, mountains, and rivers that intervene, it is almost impossible to bring them
to the inhabited parts. Ebony is very common, as well as many other kinds,
which are extremely hard ; one, in particular, is of a reddish colour, and of a very
close grain, which is called nattes, and is the timber commonly employed in build-
ings. I have seen some of the trees from forty to fifty feet long. “This wood,
however, is in geveral too heavy to be employed in the construction of ships, as
M. de la Bourdonnais experienced when he built a ship in this port, called I'Insu~ &
laire ; though some vessels have since been buily, and cmploycd between these two
Islands and Madagascar, Pondicherry, &c.

About two or three miles 1o the west of the town, there is a conuderablc river,
called La Grand Riviére, from whence the town and harbour are supplicd with
fresh water; and at the mouth of it a powder mill isat this time erecting. It would
be very easy for an enemy to land at this place, as well as in others in different parts
of the island. There are, indeed, some batterics with heavy cannon, and small
magazines for ammunition near the shore, which, being almost covered with brush.
wood, are not perceptible by an enemy ; nevertheless, from ﬂmrmm 0 -' e
distance from the harbour, they would mqmm body nf woops 1o defend
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western extremity of the town, where a flag is hoisted when a vessel is discovered
in the offing. There is another upon a still more elevated and distant point, which .
serves as a signal to the inhabitants of the country ; so that by their means any intel-
ligence is communicated to the whole island. When the island was menaced by the
English admiral, previous to the siege of Pondicherry, M. de la Bourdonnais,
with incredible difficulty, contrived to place some mortars on the first of these
mountains.

There are scorpions in the Isle of France, but no wild beast of a dangerous
pature. Its harbours, as well as the rivers and coasts, furnish abundance of
fish, &c.

The island contains four parishes, and as many churches, and as the inhabitants
increase, other parishes are marked out, and places of worsiip erecied. The prin-
cipal church, when finished, will be the largest, as well as the best, piece of archi-
tecture in the island. The Governor, besides his town bouse, has a villa in the
country, called the Reduit, in the middle of a wood, guarded with some pieces of
cannon, where there is a curious garden under the direction of M. Obiette, an gxpe-
rienced botanist. On the south-east coast of the island, there is another large
harbour, which possesses a far more commodious entrance, but as the winds gene-
rally blow into it, it is seldom frequented from the difficulty of its outward passage :
there is a small town near it, where the Company has a warchouse. The woods
were formerly full of deer, but they have been so much destroyed, that their number
at present is comparatively small, except in the impenetrable parts of the forest,
where they retire for safety.

There are many high mountains, the most remarkable of which is called Peter-

- bot, a name that was given it by the Dutch. It is of an extraordinary elevation,

and its summit is generallyscovered with clouds. Many of the large rocks and
stones, which are scattered about the country, are cleft in two at equal distances,
from six to twelve inches, as if it had bee 2 work of ar, instead of some singular
operation of nature. Bencath these rocks and stones rats are found in great num-
Jers, which are very destructive to the plantations: however, the inhabitants are
sufficiently encouraged in their labour, by constant demands for their productions,
_and the price that is paid for them, Hence it is, that the plantations are increasing
~IE T mhcr extent, and value ; the woed is proportionably , and the scene of
"?m enluged and improved. The plantations require from llurqf 0 two
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hundred slaves, according to their extent; they are in gencral pleasantly situated
near a rivulet, and decorated with hedges. The houses are built with weod, and at
a small distance from them are villages of huts, which form the residence of the
slaves: many of the planters are rich, and are continually improving their situation.
In proportion as the inhabitants increase, the price of their productions advances,
and having more than sufficient in the island for their domestic consumption, in
grain, caule, fowl, fruits, &c. they are able to supply the vessels which touch there, -
with refreshments.
The planters raise as large a quantity of live stock as they can, for which they
have always a very beneficial sale. It is impossible for me to calculate the number
of inhabitants with any degree of precision; but the island appeared to be very
populous. The artisans and mechanics are very numerous ; and when to thése are
added the sailors, who are continually coming and going, with the military
and the slaves, we may swppose a body of many thousand people. The slaves are
brought from Gorée, an island on the coast of Guinca, from Madagascar, the eastern
coast of Africa, and Bengal: the latter are generally preferted for home service,
They are Gentoos, and of a docile character, therefore better qualified for domestic
purposes than the others, who are of a robust form, and able to undergo the severer
labours of tilling the ground. Many of these slaves are ingenious and casy to in-
struct, which their masters find it very advantageous, as they become artificers ; some
of whom arc known to gain a dollar per day. In case of attack, many of these people
may be armed without danger, particularly such as have been born in the island.
When the fleet commanded by Admiral Boscawen threatened Pondicherry, a cons.
siderable body of them, natives of the Isles of France and Bourbon, voluntarily en-
gaged in the public service, and were accordingly conveyed to Pondicherry; where
they contributed very much to the preservation of thatimportant fortress, .
The women are handsome and very numerous, so that every artificer, workman,
and soldier has a wife; they are vmyn“aful which circumstance is imputed to the
salubrity of the climate : they take a great deal of exercise, and are bold equestrians.
The poorer classes of both sexes in the connl:ry. never bave Iny Wﬂlﬁs 1o M
feet. - i
" The two most considerable establishments that H.rde la m mi i
this uhnd, were the iron forges and sugar m thcy cost m?' W 5, '
ills, canals, and mlchm of various kinds, to t degl




HISTORY OF MAURITIUS. 471

perfection, which they have now attained, particularly in the manufacture of iron :
the sugar works are at Vilbague, and produce at this time sufficient sugar for
the consumption of the two islands, as well as to supply the vessels which arrive
there: I found it to be of a fine grain, as well as clear and strong : it is sold in the
shops of the island at five sous the pound.

M. de la Bourdonnais and the Count de Rostaing, principal engineer, discovered
an iron mine in one of their plantations, or at least that kind of earth from which
iron is extracted in Europe : some pieces of it were sent to the Company, which,
on being assayed, were found to produce a greater quantity of ore than common
mines. Under the encouragement, therefore, of the Company, the mine was opened,
and works, with all the accessory machines, were constructed ; workmen were also
sent from Europe, and, after the usual obstacles which attend the commencement
of great undertakings were surmounted, some bars of its manufacture were sent to
France, to Mahé, Pondicherry, and Chandernagore, as samples, where they were
very much approved. Some time after cannon and mortars were cast at these
works, and I have seen some of them mounted on the ramparts of Pondichésry,
and the batteries of the Isle of France, where they are considered by no means in-
ferior to those which had been sent from Europe ; but so great was the consumption
of wood in these works, that there was not sufficient quantity of it, in their neighbour-
hood, to last more than eight or ten years. This, and other causes, occasioned the
proprietors to relax in their enterprize, and at length to discontinueit.  Thus M. de
la Bourdonnais has transformed a desert island into a flourishing coluny, and I have
every reason to believe, that the port will give the French a decided advantage over
us in India; the consequences of which, we do not appear to consider as they
deserve. 1 sincerely wish that Admiral Boscawen had taken it, instead of making
an unsuccessful attempt upon Pondicherry* It would then have been a very easy
conquest, as it did not possess its present strength, and many of lhc mhabuan!s were
discontented, and secretly wished for a change in their government.

Both men and women are strong and well made : they breathe an wholesome air,
are in continual exercise, and are distinguished for their moderation and tempe-
rance. The women are remarkable for the beauty and elegancc of their shape, in
which they lurpm those of old France.

. ‘# Dr. Campballrapmenutbemsafi‘nm as one of theimstuhndsmdmmmpuunt _
" ;&_
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Observations on the Isle of France, by M. Rocbon.

While the litle French colony of the Isle of Bourbon enjoyed some degree of
prosperity, that of the Dutch, established in the Isle of France, was in a state of
distress and decay. 1 am at a loss to discover the reason, why the Dutch settled
themselves in this island, which they named Mauritius; I only know, that they
complained of the injury they had sustained, by the locusts and the rats, ﬁ they
abandoned it, in 1712, to establish themselves at the Cape of Good Hopc;.'

The inhabitants of the Isle of Bourbon, on the departure of the Dutch, were
cager to possess themselves of the island they had left bMi@cm which is not
more than thirty-four lcagues from their own; the air is hcallw"bul though it is
less fertile and extensive than the Isle of Bourbon, it possesses the advamage of
having excellent ports, and of being to the windward. .

In 1734, the Frenéh East India Company formed a resolution of establishing
a considerable seulement in thisisland. The completion of this important object was
intrusted to M. la Bourdonnais, who was born to command, because he knew how
to insurc obedience, and proved, in this remote part of the globe, that his skill and
talents were equalled by the wisdom of his civil administration. To him, and him
alone, the island is indebted for its aqueducts, its bridges, its hospitals, and principal
magazines : in short, whatever exists at this day, in those islands, whether of public
or private utility, may be considered as the work of that celebrated charagter.
From his universal knowledge, persevering spirit, unerring judgment, and engaging
manners, all his undertakings for the advantage of the colony, during an adminis-
tration of twelve years, were attended with a prompt and successful issue.

It was to his sagacity, that the inhabitants are indebted for their principal settle-
ment at the north-west port. A lefs enlightened understanding than his, would have
preferred that 1o the south-cast, because it is larger and more commodious, but this
able navigator well knew the incalculable advantages of a port to the leeward.

The cultivation of grain is the most advantageous employment in the Isle of
France ; as the ground annually yields successive harvests of corn and maize. The
manioc, a native of the Brazils, and naturalized by M. la Bourdonnais, is the prin-

cipal food of the slaves, The continual demands of shipc‘&mpminw thepomo& i

this island, have made the augmentation of cattle and sheep an w conc
The island produces an excellent grass, which springs up "'hﬁ e 2ok
e . ey L'__
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Tbealupa which, on leaving the Isle ofFrmfdr!adia;mforced,"__ g the
~ two monsoons, to take a long and indirect course, in order to avoid the m
1o the northward of4it; and, until it had been explored, it m&nﬁmhamk
~ squadron to attempt a more direct route. To the south of the Equino
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';w\'ﬂl hndmd m—mnlc,of three hundredM-_. igh emwmmz {L"\
" the situation of it in 1769, by M. Rochon, the adjacent islands d Tl
- _-inhnlmedmiybryemmmu crocodiles ; but since that time a small
tmﬁm and the nutmeg and clove cultivated. In one of
e uﬂﬂ?ﬂhmnmhﬁ mthemwhxchhmuthnueﬂ‘tm [

tﬁzepomof‘&e Maldives, or the sea-cocoa.

y --dpepkknoumﬂeomm its broadest part, nevertheless thlmdunﬁcnmf&"*
~ clevated, 50 as to form a border and shelter to a bason capable of receiving the -
- largest fleet : this bason is four leagues in length by one of mean width : this excel-
~lent harhour has two good entrances on the north side, and is situated in seven degrees ¢
~ fourteen minutes south latitude, and in sixty-eight degrees longitude, east of Paris.
. Although this archipelago is covered with rocks, they are not as yet all known.
;Thcanq.mtmplofM d’Aprés do not describe the whole of them. The collection

~ of charts of the Isle of France are full of notes, written by M. Rpchon,,whxckt@np-’ By
}ﬂm M. d’Aprés has confounded Artove with Agalega, and Corgados with 3t,
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Description of the Commora Islands.

The Commora Islands, which are situated to the north-north-west of Madagascar,
are five in number; the largest gives its name to all the rest, although the other four
have each a particular name, which are Mohilla, Angaréja, Johanna and Mayotta,

Though the Island of Commora is the largest, it is, nevertheless, in every Othl’
respect, the least remarkable ; it has no safe road for shipping, and the inhabitants
are so barbarous and uncivilized, that Europeans have never ventured to make a
long abode there: they are, in general, jealous of strangers, and have a particular
aversion to the natives of Europe. It is said, that the cruelties which the Portu-
guese exercised the first time they landed there, are the cause of this suspicious
disposition. The Island of Mohilla is of as little consequence as that of Commora ;
it is very seldom visited, not only on account of the inhospitable disposition of its
people, but also from there not being any convenient spot for shipping.

All the islands, however, are extremely fertile, well stocked with cattle, d:aq:. o8
hogs, and birds of different kinds ; they produce likewise sweet and sour oranges,
citrons, bananas, honey, sugar-canes, rice, ginger, cocoa nuts, &c.

The Isle of Angaréja is inhabited by Moors, who traffic with different pam of
the continent, and several of the islands in the cast, by means of their fruits and
other productions of the island, bartering them for calicoes and other cotton manu~
factures. The bread used in these islands is made of the kernel of cocoa nuts, boiled :
or broiled, and covered with honey ; their drink is palm wine, and a juice extracted
from the sugar-cane, which they leave to ferment, or the milk of the cocoa-nut,
They never let strangers see their women without a permission from their chiefs,

- oran order brought by the stranger himseclf; many of them speak and write the
~ Arabic language with facility ; and some even understand the Portuguese tongue ;

this advantage they derive from their trade in the Mozambique Straits, which they
carry on in vessels of about forty tons. They build their houses with stone and
hne,mldeﬁvmnlldnedoymr shells, with which they cover their walls and
roofs: thekwindummlbndedhythehavesoftheplh-mwlmhm

 them at the same time from themmnfthnmn,mdth:umehm of the
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' quoys over different districts of the island ; theyaﬁ take the tidle u&"fﬂlﬂn, t.hongh ¥
subordinate to the authority of their father; and each of them has iis guards, his
~crown, his sceptre, and all the other symbo]s of royalty, with a numerous court,
The sultan never appears without being attended by twenty of the principal persons
of the island : and, on these occasions, he is clad in a long robe of n‘nped calico,
which hangs from his shoulders to his feet, with a turban on his head. ' The people
also generally wear long garments of a similar stuff; they contmuaﬂy chew the
arcka or beetle nut, like the Indians of the Easl, to whom they bnr a grcat. resem=
blance in their manners and actions. .
The Island of Johanna is the most frequented by, and best known to, Europcans
who frequently touch there for refreshments, in their yoyage to Bombay or the
coast of Malabar. This island is in twelve degrees twenty minutes south Ian&ude; -
is thirty miles in lengdh, fificen in breadth, and about fourscore in arcumfmme
although certain parts of it are very mountainous, it is equally pleasant and fenilgh
the soil is naturally good, and its various rivers rcndcr it abundam in all tEe
neccessaries of life. e L
Togwcahndaof the beauty of this 1sland we shall mlm thencwuntof,m
excursion made into the interior parts of it by Mr. Grose. It it as follows:— - R3S
“ We set out very early in the morning, witha design of penetrating about six
miles into the country before the sun should incommode us, and it was no common
undertaking, considering the mountainous surface that we had to pass. We had
taken our fowling-pieces, in the hope of lullmg game if we could attain lhe ;umtmt i
of the mountains, whither they retire; but, notwuhmndmg QUI UUnOst to
climb up them on our hands ina knees, we found it unpnwblp, md 1 . bkad to
contrnt ourselves with the small birds that we found in the gdj Y
whose ascent we had accomplished. We breakfasted ¢ ogwppks, and the wﬁ e
of cocoa-nuts served to assuage our thirst. Towml; -n%opd ¢ arrived at q.ﬁ@_
lake, on whose banks we sat down to make anot egaa,andxq,_ )
cascades which fell from the rocks, and, nding several noi
Tespective dlmncu, produced a soft and
~ “The orange and lemon u'cea,bandmg
ﬁ'@ancc that cmbalmcd l‘hcnr ther
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& guava u'm, and parucularly a tree whose frm: rcsembluourdm which leave &
an agreublc flavour on the palate several minutes after it has been eaten they all
grow without any regularity or order, and receive no advantage &om mimrlnon
some cover the tops of the mountains, others shade the water-falls, orﬂnckm ln f?
vallies ; the whole forming a terrestrial paradise, in comparison of which the ﬁ#
gardens of France, with their statues and canals, their parterres and their faunmm,
exhibit but a poor and meagre scenery. ARG
L «We quitted with regret this charming spot, after baving admired its beauties, and
which still added more to our pleasure, having nothing to fear from wild beasts, or
o poisonous munals We then returned o our tent, well rewarded for the fatigue
- we had undergone m our excursion.”
S  This island produces several other kinds of fruit besides those already mentioned 3
- among which there is a remarkable kind of sweet orange ; it is about the size of a
common lemon, but of a much more delicious taste than those that grow in Pm‘
. gal. The principal domestic animals are cattle, sheep, and hogs ; the bullocks are
~ of a moderate size, like those in the East Indies, and are remarkable for large ﬂdly

- excrescences on their backs: their flesh is very sweet, and the excrescence, when it

- "_?"-.-»';_l;n well nked. cats like marrow : the natives prefer it to the tongue. _
‘ﬁu" *'ﬁ'éd: ' ;._ nd with, mopkm of different kinds, but there is no beast ofp:ey.

-t mallca:, and its Hudmblcs ﬁnﬂ“&’afox; itseyes areblack,wnamyd!ov
circle round the pupil ; near the eyes the skin is bhnk.;pddesccndsﬁaammﬁa
i '.nose, whu:h is alsobllck; but thcre ul.mllll whlte agmehcmemthecgeund i

cnons resemble those of the monkcx; :t.
cat any thmg. not exceptmgﬂi.’__ [he
ﬂ
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smaller; its tail is twice the length of thawhichmturehu glmuithe cat; its
snout is long, and resembles that of a fox: the iris of the eye is a brilljant yellow ;
its face and ears are white, but its nose is black ; each eye is surrounded with a
large circle of the same colour, and on the sides of the head and eyebrows there are
long stiff hairs, resembling the whiskers of a cat, the crown and the hinder part of
the head are of a dark ash colour, and the halr,m those parts, ult'.mgerl.ho,nthnf"l"-di
of the face, but the hinder part and the sides have a slight tinge of% legl .
are of a light ash colour ; thcupperpmd'ihefect is white; the fore feet resemble
the human hand, with a thumb and flat nails, while the hinder ones are remarkable
for the size of its principal toe, and the inside of them is covered with black hair :
the skin in every part has the softness of velvet. This animal has two teats on the
breast, which have the same position as in the monkey species: the tail is covered
with fur, and decorated with large alternate rings of black and white : when it slecps
it rests its nose on its Belly, brings all its fect lng:d:u' as if it were llmn& and
guards its bead with its tail.

The black mauaulo is of the same size as tlmwhu just described, is of'”l.'_
lhcnmcgcmkmmre,mdmunduedfamﬂm,lhoughubudlthe‘uwlumd '
finesse of a monkey. Its head is like that of a fox, with a pointed snout; it cats in
a sitting posture, and holds its food with its paws.

There are several species of fowl, and different kinds of game, but the inhabi-
tants are 80 awkward in the use of nets udfowhugplccea,thulhq%mhll i
any of them, o

The sca abounds in different kinds of excellent fish, and :hc:dmdmmvuy'
skilful in_taking them; they consist of the ray, the mullet, and a flat fish that
resembles our turbot; but the most remarkable species uﬁ:epuoquelﬁnh,ao
named from the resemblance of its snout to the beak of that bud it is about a
ﬁ'nlag.mdofa greenish colour, spotied with yellow : lh&l‘mblue its eyes,
which are very lively, arc of the same colour, with a yellow iris; the scales are =
Iup;nduhuMommofwuh,wuhwhnhnmmmqpmthﬂnd '
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with twigs, interwoven with, and covered by, a coat of strong grass: while the roof is
protected by a kind of mat, made of the leaves of cocoa trees. The npper orders
have houses built of stone, cemented with tempered clay. '

Vegetables and milk form their principal food; but instead of oil and vinegar
for their sallad, they use a liquor which they extract from the cocoa-nut. ~Persons
of rank are distinguished by the nails of their fingers, which they suffer to grow to
an immoderate length ; they also paint them with the alkana. which produces an
orange colour: this fruit is found on a particular kind of shrub, that grows in
marshy places. They generally wear large knives attached to a belt which is fas-
tened round their middle ; the handles of some of them are of silver and agate.

The lower ranks have no other dress than a piece of coarse cloth tied round their
“loins, with a sort of cap upon the head, made of any kind of stuff they can procure.
“Those of the rank above them wear a shirt with large sleeves, which hangs down
upon a pair of drawers, and covers a waistcoat made of a thick or light stuff,
according to the season : the higher orders wear turbans.

The women are clad in a kind of jacket and petticoat, with a loose robey and
when they go out, their face is covered with a veil : they are very careful in adorn-
ing their legs, their arms, and their ears ; they wear in the latter such a variety of
baubles, in the form of pendants, that the lobes of them are drawn down to their
shoulders; their arms and wrists are deconte::l with a number of bracelets, made
of glass, of iron, of copper, of tin, or of_a_dver, according to their rank and fortune.
They suffer their children, both male and female, to be naked uli the age of seven
or eight years, a custom very general among the people of the East; they consider
heat as more hurtful than cold, and are of opinion that a free access of air to every
part of their bodies tends to strengthen them, and is much more favourable to their

:'%uh than if they were enveloped in clothes: thus, in their opinion, the infants
*  and children are preserved from many maladies to which those are subject wln are
~ educated ina d:ﬁ’emt manner, Health is the principal object with mwﬁ:‘
and lhaylwmt_l:é: vod sense to consider it as the first blessing of life. -
They are remarkable for thei simplicty, obliging disposicion, and bospitaliy,

whichoitenmdl - means of indulging it : their manners preserve that natural
appearance which p "_cheyhawmyabmmpndbytbe arts of the
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ﬁﬂow them, to divorce their wives on the dlghmtptetmeu, and from the mere love

e ofvmety, though they generally have two or three wives, and as many ponwhne:

. as they can maintain. They will ask freely for what will give them pleasure ; bﬂt
thcy are by no means addicted to theft : they tu:n the English, in patticular, \mh

the greatest cordiality, from a principle of gramude, for the essential : assistance

which they formerly received from them in d:nr wars with the people of Mohilla:
at the same time they are extremely Jealonsd' a.ll other European nations, pnpccully
of the Portuguese, with whose usurpations on the shores of they are
well acquainted. They trust, for their defence, to the inaccessab ntains in the
interior parts of the island, and consider them as the mpmcﬁﬂs uhich
nature has gwcn them.

Their tongue is a corrupt Arabic, blended with the langum ue!m!, a ]ultl
of the continent opposife to them, and from whenee, it is prob ., that :h:.Com-
" ‘mora Isles were originally peopled. The white people amongtbem, who are gene-
rally of an clevated rank, enjoy a superior degree ofwmduqu., 'I'hey:dm
their colour from a connection with the Arabs and European:
- formerly more connected than they are at present: they have, indeed, p.depu:dﬂlc
 jealousy of the Arabs, as well as their religion and manners; their religion is, never-
theless, a gross kind of Mahometanism, corrupted by the mnumqftlarawn

anmmpeamtm Thcyhaleandfardndnilmmchadegm,lbu&hq{"

ufthmumralidwd:bearamng
certain usages and customs, g
Tbmshmty-tj:mﬂummﬁmﬂmd._ "

 thousand; &cmnofjohmamlbgu 4
""d'whtchm luhabuedbyd!el_ it

*'ﬂrm S
P

:Qdulgmoe They ofien m:l thmqelté'of the hben{ ¥ ', thur gtm
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%
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s vith whom they were




“ 3 mu,ny resdea nbom nine tm]cl from the tmm, and aﬂdqu?n_fnbere, excepm"_ %

S whenEuropa.n velsels arrive there; he is, on that occasion, acc: panied by a ;-’_
numerous equipage, and seldom fails going on board, where k is entertaing dby
the upuin and saluted at his arrival and departure by five guns. Oi’fﬁ’l circun 8 i

: mee he is very, ]ellons, not only on account of the private satisfaction hl:‘ ”. Ives

o j'fmm n,bu: moreovcr,bmus:n is a mark of esteem and mporunoe,wlich renders

. n_;tbcmorerespectcd by his subjects. e ol

_ _,f‘ Every captain is obliged to obtain the king's permission before he can rnﬁcvitﬁ

St ﬁe mbabuants; to obtain whn:h he has only to make hun a small present of Euro-

"'-:pcan maﬁufacmfes. i

% As soon as a vessel,” says Mr. Grose, > bal cast anchor in the road, it is imme-

‘dultcly surrounded by a great number of canoes, which hasten to bring refreshments

 ofall kinds. Itis agreeable to see the confusion and eagerness of the rowers to get

i tﬁe first to the ship ; when the sea is rather boisterous, it often happens that they are

Al "",mrcrsct. but without dangcr ofthclrlwes, as they are excellent annmcrs, and lumin

_-",-"". : 'iio other loss than the:r sma]l cargocs

 for wdhcy; *but at present ﬂn:y have lum’éf
M’r’_ _ ﬂlqnhybngerwngunﬁcruﬂuﬂdléy
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~ 'The upmn of the mscl shewed him two Ietlcrl one of an Engluh mmmndcr,
‘named Martin, and the other of Captain Bumcr,bywhwh they inform their coun-
trymen; that they found many refreshments here, particularly in frui ; but had not
been able to meet with any fresh water; and that linen and paper were mnch sought
after by the inhabitants ; but that great care was to be taken not to npdupouc them,.
as, with all their friendly appearance, they might do much barm. * The road being
surrounded with rocks, the Arab captain advised me,” (continues Commodore
Bealicu) “ not to approach the island without a pilot, I accordingly sent my boat
on shore with him, and he returned in the afternoon with two of the inhabitants,
who, before sunset, brought the vessel to an anchor in a place of security. I then
~sent back the Arab captain to his vessel, with the strongest assurances that we had
no bad intentions, and of our friendly disposition: I charged him at the same time
“with a letter, written in Spanish, containing the same assurances to the king of the
island. .

*“ Soon after the king sent some of his pnnupalfnoumwmm us oﬂna |
friendship, and of his inclination to furnish us with all the productions of the ul&ldl-
which'we might stand in need of: on which I lemhm,uapmem,a&m witha

 silver handle, two fine knives, a ream of paper, and a looking- Mﬂndihe melved"-
with great satisfaction, and in return sent me a kid and some fruits. At the same
time I begged the Arab captain, who was then on shore, to buy me some provisions,
promising to send him the necessary merchandize to be given in exchange. He an-
: wmad,!huthemhabhmsofthcldaudhavcluchmldus,&uthcywwldw
: conclude any bargain of the value of a single real in a day, nor would buy one -85
single yard of linen, without calling in all their relations and nuMpﬁ;m
the price they were to give for it I was likewise informed, that a Portugue lndia
ship baving becn cast upon this island about three ycars ago, the inhabitants had
; nww'uwwyﬂwmmmmmw 3
- of any value, ,
~ “The following d-y,iehumkm Md#
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CHAPTER XXVIII. : '

Excursion of M. St. Pierre in the Isle of France.~—Description of the Caertm
A Tour round thg Island, &c.—dccount of an Hermit.—Iis Commerce, Agri-
' cudture, and State of Defence.~Qbservations on the Island, by the Abbé Rajmd.
and M. Munre, &c. b ; _ _ ook 1 eisnian

B She Sveing dotaila il bt the Jocal knowhdge of the Isle of France;
we think proper to insert them. B L Y
« “ I had been, a Jong time before, invited by a planter on the Black
M.deMmm, to pay him a visit : bclwuabommmlugwﬁvm-
and availing myself of his pirogua, which came every week to the port, I embarked
about midnight. Thcparogualsshadufboat,mldcmndmm&"wd:
wnh'onnandmls We were about nine persons init. g kAR "#"m“
- *“ About half past twelve at night we rowed out of the port : ﬁhuh_msnmong
avelhngm,whch broke heavy upon the reefs ; and we were often within the gurf -
of the breakers, without perceiving it, as the night was very dark, The master in-

formed me he could not continue his voyagebe&mdam HGMM
on ‘ho'?- SR g LR i T!i -;-':-s:n,..:ﬁ

dm;dterwhichthcytookuopiwucfwod,ane ofdrv
of bamboo, and lighted a fire by rubbing them together.: This me
mmm\m&mn{%ﬂﬂwm‘g,

“’Y'“bumhm %r gildvaper|
' j,‘-fi-mg‘mdol'ntndo(alcibk.u%qﬂ k-
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""upldly along: the wind drove the thick fog into the vallies, the sea foamed, while
. 'the pirogua carried its two sails, and proceeded with great mpe(ﬁbon.

% When we were upon that part of the coast called Flicg-en-flacq, tgomhalfa
league from land, we were overtaken by a squall, which“obliged us to strike our
sails: we were to windward of the shore, which, being lined with rocks, it w
impossible for us to approach. At length, however, after various difficulties, we *
got to the mouth of the Black river, where we disembarked, and were received by
my friend with those attentions which indemnified me for the inconveniences I had
suffered. His estate comprehends the whole of the valley which is watered by that
river, and is very imperfectly represented on the chart of the Abbé de la Caille:
he has omitted a branch of the mountain which is on the r':g'hx bank, and is called
the Morne du Tamarin; besides, the course of the river is not in a straight line: at a
league from its mouth it turns to the left. That learned astronomer confined him-
self principally to the circuit of the island, and I have made some addition to the
map, as laid down by him. The country about the Black river is abundant in
tvery thing; game, deer, river and sea fish are in great plenty, the latter of vhx:h
are easily taken: to these may be added, the land and sea turtle. This plantation
is conducted with great urder and regularity ; the huts of the Negroes are ranged in
a line, like the tents of a camp; and cach of them has a little garden, in which be
cultivates tobacco, &c. Sheep and the domestic fowls, are in great pumber:
grasshoppers do a great deal of mischief to the plantations ; and it is very diffi-
cult to transport any weighty articles to the town, as the roads are almost im-
passible by land, and the wind ever contrary by sca.  Afier baving reposed myself
some days, 1 determined to return to the town by a circuitous way throngh the

: px.m. of Williams.
-+ “X accordingly sct off attwo in the afternoon, in order to slecp at Palma, aplan-
' Ilhll at the distance of three leagues, which belonged to M. Cossigni: the ml'y
ey to,mil along nmll paths among the rocks, I was comcqucmly obhged to

MMWﬁ“m Themwerofkwuhnﬁr,*idnm:nycow 5.
o ant &emﬁmmmeaup “he was amusing himself wi



~."*‘In abouthdfm.houtlmwdmthehdud‘*ﬁeTmmnﬁr, hose =~
b “waters run with great noise nndumwm&mefmck. mﬂqwivho

accompanied me as a guide, found a ﬁnﬂ,wu%chlwwrmd ;
shoulders. 1 saw before me the very lofty mountains of the Trois Mamelies, on
the other side of which lay the plantation of Palma. Here, however, we lost our
way, and after a umtyofdﬁcnhies.uudmﬁ;nngthcmuyofmw
thirst, we arrived towards midnight at Palma, where, in the absence of the master,

we received every kind of attention from the overseer of this plantation. htn*
carly hour in the morning I set forward to visit M. Jacoby who lived in tbcugper
part of the plains of Williams, Ipanedahngalargcopmmad,mﬁamvea.atm
carly hour, at the habitation ¢f that gentleman. L ‘, '

“ The air of this part of the island is much cooler than at | port,orthephcq p

which 1 had so lawely quitted, and in the evening a fire was not unpleasant. 'I'lmil""‘“'“-
the best cultivated quarter of the whole island, and s watered by several rivulets;
somé of which flow through ravines of a frightful depth. Inmy return to the wwn, =
1 passed by one, called la riviére Profonde, the road being close to the bmt,’*.. :
when I &uadmydfmtm&nkvatmthfeehundmd fealbonil bed; the

- sides are covered by five or six stages of large rees. ek
“ As I descended towards the town 1 perceived the heat ally res




Mwhﬁmﬂmm#mﬂm&wmm&w- |
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L %rmﬁiﬁymteswths at its extremity it has Thu'dmk&m_ ;
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Description of @ Tour round the Island*

« Standing along the coast, from Fort Blanc towards the left of the port, the sca
opens upon a sandy low shore to the point of the battery auz Sables. The hamzy

of Paulmi is also built there; it would be impossible to land upon this shore, be-'
cause, at the distance of two musket-shots, nature has defended it by a ridge of rocks.

From the battery of Paulmi, the coast is steep and perpendicular; the sea breaks

upon it in such a manner, that it is impossible to land there. As to the plain, itis

impracticable to cavalry and artillery, on account of the great number of stones with
which it is covered. There are no trees here, but some mapus and velvet trees:
the ruggedness finishes at the bay of the Little river, where there is a small battery.

% Near this spot is a cotton mill, invented by M. de Seligny,t it is turned by
water, and composed of a number of small metal cylinders placed parallel to one

another : some children are employed to put the cotton between two of these cylin-
ders, which passes and leaves the berry behind. This same mill likewise supplies
a forge with wind, threshes the corn, and makes oil. Here M. de Seligny discovéred

a vein of pit-coal, the traces of an iron wine, and an earth proper for making
crucibles: at the same time he perceived that the ashes of certain aquatic plants,

where are a species of the nymphea, burned with coal, produce glass of different

colours,

-

“ By a pathway, which is only a gun-shot from the bank, yqu come to det

river Belleisle, which is passed by a ford. Ata quarter of a league fiom thence, the

path leads through a wood to the plantation of M. de Chasal. This district, which -

is called the Plains of St. Pierre, is still more rocky than the rest of the journey.
% The whole coast is very steep, from the Little river to the Plains of St. Pierre:
gk die soil is stony, but very well calculated for the culture of cotton: the coffee that

3 gmm llm'c is of a good quality, because the ground is dry: it is more abundant i in
- moist ons, but diminishes in flavour. The river Dragon, which succeeds, is
wre., qﬁ%’m of Gallet, which comes next. The coast now ceases to be
MmO iou walkmgalongtbe sea-ndn, mahrgephmvhchm

,__mp. mg it

! _ouuchmnclw&c nhipNapmw



.:nCove which is about a qnmerofilelﬁldm

'MMughm&mmighhplamdwﬁm wﬁeﬂﬁ’ﬁhmha

brook of indifferent water, which runs through the woods. N "

& There are various places which are no longer covered bjr the sea: isg‘e shells
and fossils prove, that it has receded from this coast. Where the sea (hlpllya itself,
beyond the reefs in the offing, there isa kind of hollow bottom, or natural covered
way. Cannon might be placed there with great eﬂ'cct; bmuhuvc lﬂ,l‘oﬁs are
necessary, and there are none. '

“ About a league from the Black river, is the phnuﬂnn of M. de Messiro.
From the Tamerin Cove to the riviére Noire, the sea beach is ntcep ancl along
the foot of the rocks there are abundance of crabs. e

“ The bottom of the Cove is sand, and vesscls may land there. ‘There is no bat-
tery on the sandy point to the right of the river Noire. By crossing the peninsula
of the first Black river, which is covered with wood, stones, and long grass, you get
to the shore; at low tide there are a great many oysters mckmg to the roch l"long
the Xoast.

“ Afier having passed the two riviéres Noires, there isa brook Ihat fa!lnnto
the sea, facing a small island called Tamarin Islet. At low water it may be gained
on foot, as well as the Islet of the Morne, where sometimes vesscls ride durmg
their quarantine,

“ Here arc blocks of fcrrugmom rock abounding in mlmml; there is also a ridge
of racks which stretch out from the riviére Noire, as far as Mome Bnblnt. whn:l:. it
is the most windward point of the island: there is apuage behind the Iﬂ&d‘ 4
Tamarin. From thence you arrive at the plantations of M. le NMW >
on the sea-shore, and three leagues farther 1o Belle- bre, ]
has a concern, between which is the point of Coni! /
sca enters the island between two chains of rocln ed nto a
follow this chain, walking through broken P’lh'l Hﬂ i
most difficult is on the other side of the chgl ﬁvf ublin
Cape:: in stormy weather this passage is impracticable ; the
and btulu in a dreadful manner. In dni-‘ "’“ er small ve




.;"

uurlnm, it ii a savannah udxdyclur ofunk,'mlhn bu? ﬁe‘g'mi dn

woods, which are very fine towards the point of St. Martin,
« Before you pass the Cape, mmhr;emormuw to the height
fifteen feet, and forms a kind of reef, which the sea has abandoned : at the bottc
it-is a long pool of water, which might be converted into a bason formnﬂunﬁ;
From the Morne Brabant there :sanmc]ounteofbrukcrl, which adlmtofmplk
sage bllt-moﬂte the rivers,

. * Between the reefs and the coast, the water is very clear, and admits of aeemgl
forest of madrepore of five or six feet high. They resemble trees, and some of them
‘even bear flowers: different kinds of fish of every colour swim among the branches,
and others are seen that inhabit the most beautiful shells.

“The post called Jacotet, is a place where the sea having penetrated inland, forms
a mund bay, in the middle of which is a mangulnr islet. This cove is surrounded
with a hill which gives it the form of a bason, and it has no other opening but that
towards the sca. At the extremity several rivulets pass over a fine sand into it,
which come from a lake of fresh water that abounds with fish. Round the lqie are

several ltnall hills, which rise behind each other in the form of an amphnheme. .

and are clgwnqd with tufts of trees in pyramidical and dther pleasing shapes : behind
ﬂﬂk!hq;q tlwn all, l.hc palm trees rear their tufied heads. All this mass of ver-
dure, which rises in the midst of the mossy ground, unites with the forest and by
Mgﬁemm which stretches on towards the Black river.

“ There are meﬂmu troops of Maroon Negroes in the environs of Belle-ombre,

In :169,1!1::: wufmmtwomthree hundred of them, who choose a chief, whom they °

‘obey, on pain of death, ‘l‘bqynre forbidden to touch any thing in the plantations
ohhgncxghhourhood,pl’:o go along the frequented rivers in search of fish, &c,
h;‘_h‘"&h‘m‘h‘? to the sea in order to fish; in the day time, they
Mg;pmmmeumufd:eforem,wnhdoglwdl trained for that purpose.
Vhen the .fwgg.y.omwomm in the gang, she belongs to the chief; if there are
: y are in common : lheypntmdu&b,hunid,thechﬂﬁ'ﬁlﬁh
ii:order thuthmcﬁtsmynmdiscmrﬂm;ﬂwym
he morning in casting lots to foretell the fate of the day.

“A ve """_:"[_‘;ﬁtqdlvukmghbemmednpm]mu,bym
mmh&-ﬂcﬁﬁ_]&em Tbemd*ph an

N
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less it is unculumnd, becmu:u is diffieult to keep up any
p* ¢ the ‘principal a"lqns, both on account of the mountains in the interior, and the
£ chﬁcuhy of returning by sea to windward of the port, by doubling Morne Brabant.
“ The lgfc bank of the savannah is more ruggedthmtbuofthengh&. The river
des Anguilles is somewhat dangerous: the bed is full of rocks, and:the current
rapid: some springs of a ferruginous nature fall i into it, which covers its waters with
an oil of the colour of a pngcon s neck, v
« The river du Poste runs with great noise over rocks : its waters are very trans-

parent in dry weathcr, and it is fordable about a cannon-shot from the: month
of it. ~

'
« All the coast from the arm of the sea, near the ‘savannab, is rugged and un'

approachable. The rivers which fall into it are very much inclosed; so that it
would be impossible to proceed on horseback : the march of an enemy, ‘therefore,
might be easily arrestedl, cach river being of a frightful d:% It is, at the same
time, one of the finest districts of the island,

“ Afer an hour’s walk this fine mossy verdure, which begins at theMome Brsbut,
is seen no more, and is succeeded by a very rocky country, like the rest'of the
island : its grass, however, is a fine sort of dog-grass, proper for pasturage. The arm
of the sea of Chalan is fordable, on a bank of sand, and penetrates inland by so
narrow a passage, that it mlghl be inclosed with grates, and made a large mepnclc
for fish.

“Thcnversdeia@au:mddu(}m:mvaydcqﬂym i ibea's
and the principal Port there are scveral plantations: theeamofihupat,wl
threequrtcu of a lcague from the river des Creoles, argeovered with' m
the whole landscape is charming, as it is intersected by hills covered with plan-
tations and groves of orange trees. The nlldemcrofa ': ‘, iest is about a league
from the port, which is a kind of small town, containingabout a ¢
The most remarkable edifices are a mmnmwmwm

~ is not in @ much better condition, Bﬂhuﬂ““#llhwmm
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Point du Diable, and the other, which is the largest, on the
the middle : there are batteries on these two places, and a third, called the Battery
de-la Reine; at the bottom of the bay. Whales frequently enter intdthis har-
bour, from the south, and might bé easily harpooned. This coast is most abun-
dant in fish, and the finest shells are collected on it. There are purple oysters at the
mouth of the river de la Chauz, and a kind of crystallization in the bed of the river
Sorbes, which is at no great distance from it. :
 The air of the south-east port is of an agreeable freshness, the country beautiful
“and fertile, but the town is almost abandoned, the principal settlements being at Port
Louis.
¢ The mouth of the Grande riviére is about four leagues from hence ; it is some-
what larger than that which bears the same name near Port Louis. The shore is
intersected with coves, where the mango trecs flourish: it is probable that the
seed of them was brought by the sea from some island more to windward. To the
left there is a chain of high mountains covered with wood ; while verdant lullqcks
are scattered over the face of the country. “In this district a considerable nuim-
“ber of cattle are bred; but though pleasing to the sight, it is fatiguing to the
traveller. “an ' \
“ The Point du Diable is so named because the first navigators perceived, it is
said, the needle to vary here, without being able to account for it. Two leagues from
thence is a new houseof stone, situated on a rising ground, and helonging to a rich

planter, M. de la V. The mouth of the Grand rividre is not navigable, on

account of a sand-bank that runs across it, and a catcad: whlch it forms about
half;league up-it o allg o

there is ;qhmm ‘The whole length of the shore is scattered with rocks.
X AQWQW beyond the riviére Seche is a path on the right, which leads
wshore, and to a lake of fiesh water, whefe there is a post of thirty
n. Therethe r0re begins to be pracicable ; and there is a small arm of the sea
amanummawm stones u'nyoumeet
g-grass. Anf\maﬁnii', ,m

I"huiltu’pon thele&bmk.atthcbegmmngofthcmad _
wb%d.l&ofhcq;-- vhere you here enter a fine grove of orange trees, near to which
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ovd.andﬁnummthmm&ruhy hqsnd-mdf asa settle-
ment called the four Cocoas, where there is no&huhnwbunhaafnm:h
well, dug in the rocks, which are full of ironore. i

« A path on the left leads to-the woods, where the rocks re-appear. Thenver
Flacq is crossed by planks, at about a quarter of a league from its mouth: the
plantations here are numerous, and there. is also a magazine situated on the left
bank, and a post commanded by a captain.

“ The quarter of Flacq is one of the best cultivated in the nlmd, and produocs
large quantities of rice; there is a passage between the reefs which allow the gauleues
1o take in their cargoes close to shore. ,

“ Near the post de Fayette, almost the whole of the coast is eow:md mth hrokcn
rocks and mango trees.

“The Cove des Aigrettes, a considerable arm ol' the sea, is fordable At some
distance from thence is the Cove aux Requins. Large beds of rock are seen here,
pierced with a great number of round holes, a foot in diameter ; some of which are
of considerable depth. It may be presumed that the lava of some volcano, having
formerly flowed down upon a part of the fomhadmmumdﬂnmndhﬁlhe
apertures empty which they had occupied. 2

“ From the post of Fayette to the river du Rempart lhe flat comn'y continues :
this guarter is likewise well cultivated. .

“ Having passed the district and river called la Pwdrea"Or ll.rge woodl suecee:l
the soil is_good, but there is no water: beyond these is the fiver des Citronniers,
and a plantation belonging to M. Gole: there are then four lcagues of uninha-
bited country before you arrive at, the Pointe des Cannoniers.  In the district of
Pamplemousses-the ground appears to be exhausted, Do Jt well be otherwise,
as it has been cultivated during a period of thirty yeay  being restored by
manure, In the dry seasons the rivers lo Poudre d' Secbe, and des La-
. taniers, are fordable; but there is, ﬂqugm“dﬁ;lh water in their
respective m‘- it e Fdre, el Fonann sl Gkl fpuoid

* The island contwww Ehﬂfchﬂ the first Q#MM'_ : second at ¢
Bwtb-mtl’od and the third, which is the most e it




x-:m'onv OF MAURITIUS. g

% Though I do not behold, from my hermitage, which wm in a forest,
thct multitude 'of ‘objects which present themselves from. ated situation,
it is not without circumstances peculiarly interesting to one who, like myself,
looks, for his best satisfactions, into the secret recesses of his own mind." The river,
which flows before my door, takes its course in an undeviating direction through
' the woods, presenting to my view a long canal shaded with trees of every foliage.

There are the ebony and cinnamon trees, with others of various name and figure,
enriched and varied by tufts of palms, which rise above the rest, and whose tops
resting, ‘as it were, upon the summit of the wood, gives the appearance of one forest
resting upon another. -The creeping plants of divers kinds, form aliernately arcades
of flowers, and curtains of verdure. The groves dispense their aromatic odours;
and, in the season of their flowers, the passenger bears on bis garments their delight-
ful perfume, long after he has quitted the shade of the trees on which they blow. At
the close of summer, several kinds of foreign birds arrive, by an incomprehensible
instinct, from distant and unknown regions, and over a vast extent of ocean, to col-
lect the grain which is yiclded by the vegetables of this island ; while they enlivep, by
the splendour of their plumage, the foliage of the trees, which are embrowned bY the
sun. Among others, there are various kinds of parrots, and the blue pigeon, called
“‘here ‘the Dutch pigeon, Maonkies, which are the domiciliated inhabitants of the
forest, amuse themselves among the dusky branches; sometimes they are suspended
by the tail, and balance themselves in the air; at other times, they are seen leaping
from branch to branch, with their young ones in their arms. Here the murderous
gun has never alarmed these peaceful children of nature : here nothing is heard but
the cries of joy, the ‘warhkngs afbn'ds and the murmur of rivalets,” &c. ;

i, s o ._ 6ty Agriculture, and Defenceof the Island,

4] Thhﬁolony imports its plate from China, its linen and clothes from the Indies,
“its slaves and catle from Madagascar, a part of its provisions fmmtheCapc oi'
Good Hope, its money from Cadiz, and its administration from France. - '
Mahmwuhedmm&eumemmpmfmwmudm
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If it was seriously intended lb'pbee the eemofthmuhnd IQQM a
situation, it would be necessary to clear Port Louis from a number of hullsof vessels
which choak up the bason, and the more so, as they are forming themselves into' a
kind of reef by the growth of the madrepora vmh whcch..thqy mmem and
in some measure petrified, . et

&

They who have gieat property in lands wludl my be ﬂﬂl}'mm
near the port, should be compelied to clear them.

* Beasts of burthen ought likewise to be increased, mpecmlly ulcs, 50 mnﬁil in
mountainous countries; an ass carrying double the load of a Negro. :

It would be likewise necessary for the admiuistration to consult bushanqu as
to the properest mode of cultivating the island.

There are a great many soldiers, to whom lands might be given to clear a:ld:ml- .
tivate ; it would also be a politic measure to marry them. - Had this plan been pur-
sued, the whole island would have been in a connected m. and t.’nem would have

_ been a nursery of Indian soldiers and sailors;

Nature has amply provided for the defence of the ulmd \thh is almost sur-
rounded, at some distance from the shore, by a range ofbranm where this range,
is broken, the coast is formed of inaccessible rocks. 1n short, the island iself would.
be inaccessible were it not for some passages between the recfs, of which there are
eleven, formed by the currents of the rivers, which L Ww She, a0t

Thecxtcnordcfcnccoftheldnd, therefore, consists in, g | __an'li.to
these openings; some might be lhlinlp by ﬂm«s ' o&hmm@:lae :
defended by batieries built on shore, | ‘ »




hmﬂhmwbomﬁom landing ; at.tlu: same mhuﬁMb

- use some precaution in planting these trees, that tbeymymchoak upplmuky

were intended to preserve.

“This isle #s'in a circular form, and each river coming from the centre may be
considered as the rays of the circle. The banks on the side of the town might have
their declivities increased by planting raquettes and bamboos, while the ground
shoald be raised at the distance of three hundred fathom on the opposite side : thus
the ground between the two rivulets would become a kind of fortification, and each
of their channels would be a ditch not easily passed: an enemy would not be able
to get to the town, but through a'thousand difficulties. This system of defence is
applicable to all islands of a small cxtcm, where the streams always run from the
centre to the circumference,

The two mountainous projections which embrace the town and Port Lous reguire
no defence but towards the sea: a citadel might be constructed on the Isle of Ton-
nelliers, whose batteries, placed in covered ways, would discharge a level fire. Mor-
tars, which gre so destructive.to ships, might also be placed there. To the right and
left, as far as the mountains, the ground might be strengthened by the lines of a
fortification. Nature has already saved a part of that expense, to the right, and the
river des Mfmm the front.

‘At ‘the extremity of the bason, and behind the town, is a large piece of‘g?&lmd,'
where all ihe inhabitants of the town, and their slaves, might be assembled. The
other side of the mountain is inaccessible, or might be easily made so: .

‘There 1 also W.mgu!nr advantage in the most elevated part of the
mmmhin, behind the town; as at the spot called Ja Pouce, there is a considerable
ed with large trees, from whence two or three small streams of very fine
_@Mumnmhugm but by a very difficalt path:
empts have indeed been made, by employing gunpowder, 10 gain a

by it int o the- mteﬁol‘v?pwtufith uhneh mumudmr






