
• 

HISTOltY OF MAURITIUS. 

At this time a squadron arrived from Europe, which brought rcinforcemenu to 

the French troops, who landed at Porto Novo. Since the defeat of Colonel Braiili. 
waite, the E nglish were no longer formidable in the south, and Sir Eyre:Coote W~ 

too much occupied with J-Iaider Aly, in the north, LO be able to attack the I"rench. 

The latter, therefore, advanced to Cuddalore, which they took in April, t 182, and 

itnl a detachment to J-Iaider Aly, who took posscssi€ln of Permacoil l 

No other event of importance took place, as IDe peace which had sheathed the 

sword~ of me belligerent powers in Europe, put an end to the war which had dis. 

turbed the Peninsula of India. 

Haider AIr died in November, 118'1: a cancer in his back, which had afflicted 

him for several yean, fi nisbed the career of his bold and persevering ambition. 

On the coast of Malabar the govcrnmchl. of Bombay had levied a considcrable 

body of troops, and given the command of them to Brigadier- General Mathews, 

who soon made himself master of Onor; and, on receiving the news that Haider 

was dead, proceeded to reduce Cundapore and Mangalore, the latter of which 

he took, after a feeble resistance. He then pushed on to the Bcdoor country, a~d 

poS'se.ued himself of the capital) which bears the same name. 

The success of the Engli1ll soon reached T ippoo Sultan, when he instantly 

quitted the Carnatic; and, on the 9th of April. appeared before Bednor. with a very 

considerable army. a large mlln of artillery, and a thousand French troops. The 

English ~neral. whose force did nOt exceed two thousand men, fOllOd himself obliged 
to retire into the fon, which, though it was commanded by the surrounding heights, 

he maint<l ined till the 27th, when he accepted the capitulation offered by Tippoo; 

who, instead of adhering to the articles of it, exercised a degree or barbarity [owanls 
the English prisoners which bas no example. 

Bednor being ~stortd to his power, Tippoo conducted his anny towards the Ma

labar coast, to recover the places which the English had taken, and he accordingly 

appeared before Mangalore, which was garri$Oned with three tflousand men, com_ 

manded by Colonel Campbell, a valiant and experienced officer, who defended it with 
eq;Jal .kill and. C()fiage for several months. At length. however. it was reduced to 

the greatcll diatresl i when) fonanately for the bra\'e garrison, they were relieved by a 
general peace. 
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CHAPiER XXI V. • 
\ 

EzlrocJsjrom the C,rrespcndence oj Baron Grant, during the Years 1755. 1756, 

1757, 1758, 1759.- Er1r(fcls ~m instrucJwns to General Lolly and Count 
D'Acbi, &c.-Furlber Eztracls Of I!>. Hillaryoj' India during tbt seven rea" 
War. 

T u£ large body of materials already inserted in is Work, and the importance 

of those which are to follow, renders it absolutely ne ('nary to abridge thi. cor_ 

respondence. , 
LETTER XIV. 

lslt! of Franct, December, 17SS' 

Baron Grant Ilaving. in the preceding year, lost his wife:· and his.second son, it 
became an object of great importance to him to send his only remaining lOOt into 

the bosom of his family, at Vaux in Normandy: accordingly, in thi s letter, he: enters 
into those: dcttlils respecting him, wbich may be expected from such an excellent 

father al he was; and, at tht: nme, recommends to his relations to make all the 
necessary prqlarations for his o ..... n return. 

As hi, departure, however, did not take plale lin three years after, he ente,. into 

a detail of the work. which he had erected, with M. David, the former Covernor, 

in order to nlake lime from coral; as well as of hi. plantation. of cotton, and the 

large forge. e.tablis~ by M. David, in conjunction with the Count de Roslaing 

and M. Herman., &c. &c. &c. 

,. M. Bouvet, the successor of M. David, this year quitted the Isle of France, and 

WaJ IUCc.ttded by M. Mago, wbo began his government. by giving a general per_ 

miuon to cut .... 'ood, which threatcned 10 injure that imponalll object in the idand." 

t The ViKoUlu de VI\l& . 
• 
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LETTER XV. 
In 17)6. 

He continues to $peak of the same objects, and certain preparations for war. 

LETTER XVI. 

Ide of France. 1757. 

lIe announces the arrival of the French squad ron at the hie of France. The first 
vessels were commanded by M. de Soupirs, and the main body of the squadron by 
tbe Count d' Ache, who conducted the Count de Lally to take upon bim the govern. 

mem of the French establishments in the East Indies. 

The principal part or the squadron, which was long and impatiently expected, at 

length arrived; and the principal articles of instruction for the two commander.. io 

chief by sea and land arc as follows: 

,d" E::tracl from General Lolly's Instructions, given him by tbt Frencb East .. 
I'ldia CompallJ .• 

lj The Sicur de Lally is authorised to destroy the fortifications of aU maritime 

settlements which may be taken from the English; it may however be pro~r 10 

except Viugapatam, by reason of its being so nearly situated to Bemclipatana (a 

Dutch facto'1')' which, in that case, would be enriched by the nnn of Vizagapatam: 

but as to that, as well as the demolishing all olher places whatsoever, the Sieur de 

Lally is to consult the Covernor and Superior Council of Pondichcrry, and to have 

their opiniol in writing: but notwilhstanding. he is 10 destroy such places as be: shall 
think prOjlft, unless .trong and sufficient argumems arc made use of to the contrary: 

IUd!, for example, as !.he Company's being apprehensive for some of their settlements, 
and lbal it would be then thought prudent and necessary to reserve the power of 
exchange, in cue any of them should be lost. Nevertheless. if the Sieur de l..a1ly 
should think it too hazardous to keep a place, or that he thought he could not do 

it without too much dividing or weakening his army; his Majesty then leaves it 

in his power to act as he may think proper for the good of the lICrvice . 

.. The Sieur de Lally j, to allow of no English settlement being ransomed; as we 

• TIle three followina: artIdI:s wclt sinn to the Author by one of the Dim:ton oFthc English 
Bast Jnala Company. 
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may well remember that after me taking Madras, last war, the Enghsh Company, in 
their Council of ,be 14th of July, 1747. determined that all ransoms zhack in India 

should be anulkd. In regard to the English troops, both officers and writers be. 
longing 10 the Company, and to the inhabitants of that nation, tbe Sieur de Lall y 
15 10 pennil none of them to remain on the coast of Coromandel: I~ may, if he 
pleases, pennit the intlabitanLS to go to England, and order them to be conducted in 

armed vessels to the Island of SL Hclena. But as to the officers at9d 'riters belong. 
ing to the E.ast India Company, as well al soldiers and sailors.ne is to order them 

to be conducted as Il000 3' possible to the hland of Bourbon, whert it win be per. 

mined for the seMien and gilors to wo rk for the inhabitant, of that place, accord. 

ing to mutual agreement. Though the SOlding them to the French island. should 
be a"oidcd as much as possible. to prevent their being acquainted with the coast, as 
wdl as the interior part of the island. It is by no means his Majwy's intention tbat 
the English officers, solGier~ and sailors shou ld be ransomed, as none is to be delivered 
up but by exchange, man for man, according to their different ranks and st:ationt. 

': If the exchange of priAOners .hould be by chance 5Ctt1ed at home, between the 
tWO nations, of which proper notice will be given to the Sieur de Lally, and iliat the 
islands of Fran~ and Bourbon ahould have more prisoners than it would be conve. 

nient to provide for; in that case, it "'ill be pennitted to aend a certain number to 
England, in a vessel armed for that purpose . 

.. No English officers, $Oldien. &c, are to be permiued to remain in a place 
after it is uken; neither are they to be su ffered to retire to any other of their settle_ 
ments. The Sieur de Lally is not in the least to deviate from the above instructions 
and regul:nions, unleu there should he a capitulation which Ilipulales the can. 
trary; in Wl1ich c~ the Sieur de Lally is faithfully and honestly to adhere to the 
capi~ulation. 

" 1be whole of what has been said before concerns only the natives or England> 
but H (ney have in their sctt1ements merchants from alt nations, such as Moors, 
Armenians, Jews. Pauaners, &c. the Siellr de Lally is ordered to treal them with 
humanity, and to endeavour, by fair means. to engage them to retire to PondichC1'1')", 
or any other of the Company" acquisitions; anuring them at the same time, that 
tbey will be protected, and that the same Iibeny and privilege. which they before 
possessed among the Engliloh wiiI be granted them. 

I< Among the recruits furnished to complete the regiments or Lorrain and Beny's, 
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there are three hundred men from Fisher's recruits, lately rai5ed. and as it is feared 
there will be considerable desertion, among tbese new recruits, the Sieut de Lally 
may. if he pleases, leave them on the hie of France, where they will be safe from 

desertion, 'and replace them from the troops of that island. 

Remarks on a Memorial oj the Frencb East I ndia Compa/Jy, deliwrtd to the Count 
D'Acbi, Chief d'Escadre, and commanding tbe Squadron c!estined to Ibe Easl, 
towardslbe Jalter End oftbe Year 1756. 

Article 4th treats in general of disposiuons lO be made OD the arrival of the ships 

at Mauritius; and observes, tbat there are two harbours, the one called Pon Louis, 

or North-west, and the other SoUth...eaSl, Harbour. Port Louis is the princ.ipal, 
where the colony chiefly resides, and where the docks, magazines, and other~ COil_ 

veniencc:s for shipping arc built; but the air of tbe south-east harbour is esteemed 

tbe mOJ t healthy. and on that account it is recommended to sc:nd all the sick ~il(lrs 

and soldiers 00 shore tbere, where it &eems hou5Cs proper for hospitals are ,pre_ 

pared. As soon as the sick shall be sufficiently recovered, it is recommended" to 

let them march over laod from the south_east barbour to the nonh_weal, ,.·hich 

is about fifty miles- direct aero" the: island; so that apparently there must be a par_ 

ticular road, which indeed is reasonable to cooclude, from the residence of many 
planters on Ihe south -cast side. 

The lOuth_cast harbour has two channels, through cither of which ships 111:ly 

easily enter, but the greatest difficulty is getting out: however, the instructions say, 

that the ship of each division wh ich carries in the sick may easily gct out again 

through tbe north-.east or south-cast channel. 

)t is also ob9fl'Ved, tbat as the north-west harbou r of Mauritius is ootlOlrgt' enough 

to contain all the vessels that may arrive there, together with those there before, 
and as the islands may not be able to furn ish fresh provisions for 50 many people, 

thcre will be a necessity for sending out the ships already the.re, to the island of 

Madagascar, where the gcucral rendezvous is appoinled to be, aftcr leaving the 
Mauritius. 

• Tht:fe are no more than twellty.fjve miles betwttn th~e two b3.tbe:urs. accoi'din, to the enct 
ob5trntio"lS of the Abbe de la Clille. made in thq·tar 1753. This error Pl'OYes that the Frencb 
Sift India Compan7 did oot know al thlt time (1756) the true extent of the island. 

3 L • 
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Anicle slit takes notice that Saint Mary's, near Madagasur. is a small island, and 

has one harbour, capable of containing seven or eight veuds: the French had scnt 

thither a chief, an officer, and some soldiers, to get the necessary provisions for the 

sailors and troops. 

Anicle 7th remarks, that it is probable the English squadron may then be at 

Trinconomale Bay, either as a place of secu rilY against the French, or to carecn. 

In either case the commander of tbe l~rench squadron is innructed to declare to the 

Duu:.h, that it is against the rules of a stria neulr,llity to receive and pro~1 in their 

pon the cncmiesof France; and that he has orden to pursue and take, or burn the 

enemy's ships ..... here\'er he shall meet them, which order be must obey, in spite of 

theif opposition. 

Article 81h points out the places ..... here it is probable the English squadln may 

take shelter, aud advises lhe taking or burning it in any pan of India, though belong

ing to neutral powers, as trinconomale, Mcrguy, Acheen, or any other port, ex_ 

cept in China or Bengal; where, they observe, it may not be: prudent to commit 

any .violenoe, lest thcir commerce suffer for infringing the protection the government 

may givc to English ships. 
ATlicle II th proposes, that, in case they arrive too late at the islands, to be o n dte 

Coromandd coa~t orne cnough to undertake any entoprize before me monsoon of 

1757; to p1"oj«t any OIher operation which may nOt interfere with, or delay the 

operations on the coast of Coromandel early in 1758. Some ships are particularly 

recommended to be Ic:Jlt to Bencoolen to take that place, and the other .ettlementJ 

on Sumau'3, from whence all the English and slave. are to be carried off to the 
Island of JJourbon . 

Article 13th obscl'YCs, that there is still in India a better understanding between 

the Dutch and English, than there is in Europe. to the prejudice of Francc; and, 

therefon:, liule regard ought lO be paid to their flag, if any British subjects or effectJ 

are found with them. 

JI' ollo/ber Instruction jor Count D' Acbi, sInt ", D. L'Aguille, on thf 8tb of 
D ecember, 1757, it is soid, 

Article .m, that should ,he operations on the river Bengal be attended with suc
ces., the conquered place may eidlCf be kept, or the fortificatiolU, civil buildings, 

and warehouKs utterly denroyed. Should the laller plan be I'CIOlvcd. on, DOl a 

• 



HISTORY OF MAURITIUS. H5 

factory ought to remain, nor an English inhabitant (even those born in the coun

try) suffered to reside in the province. This resolution, they observe, is the moo 
effectual means to establish their reputation on the Ganges. But they seem to recom· 

mend only the destruction of the new fort, and the prestrvation of old Calcutta, on 
condition of a ransom, and the observance of a strict neutrality in Bengal, for the 

future. This the French seem most desirous of, but insist on ready money for tbe 

ransom, and hostages for the performance of agreements, since the English have 

here publicly declared, thc:y will abide by no Ireaty of ransom. His mosc Chri,..ia.n 

Majesty, in a letter of the ~5th of January. 1757. to Count D' Ache, inst rucu him 
not to leave an Englishman in any place that shall be taken, but to send in canel 

ships to Sl. Helena, or suffer to pass to England, all free merchants and inhabitant.:! 

nOt in the Company's service: but to keep prisoners all ciyil servants, officers, and 

soldiers, and not set any at libcny, unless exchanged against those of equal ran~. 

As to the prisoners, they are all 10 be seOl to the [sland of Bourbon, and there kept: 
in deposit, till it may be thought proper to send them to France. 

1,uJrucliolU given by the Directors oj the East [JUlia Company to thl GiYUernorlJj 
tlH Isles of A1auritiliS alld B ourbon, 24tb if Alat, 1161. 

They first recommend the division of lands into small parcels among such as 
choose to become plameu, and to let them each follow the bent of their gttIius, 

whether it be for tilling com, breeding horses, bullock&, pouluy, p'anting cotton or 
coffee trees ! but for the advantage of refreshments for shipping, and to reduce lhe 

price of labour, they particularly recommend the breeding carriage and draught 

beasts of all kinds. 

Their next attention is directed to cutting wood, which it .seems was formerly 

supplied by contractors, who, on account of the ca,>, conveyance, nQ doubt. cut 

that nearest the sea-shore. The Company considering this practice as prejudicial 

to the defence of the Island of Mauritius, whose short is, in many places., guarded 

against descents by the woods, positively forbid tbe cutting any wood there in future, 
and say, "There are (wo places which require me most immediate attention. the 

first is the shore between the nonh-wcst bay and the .Bay of the Tomb, (Bay du 
7umbt.m A where it would be more preferable to abandon the making of lime, 

after the ancient cuw:xo, than to cpntinue stripping the shore of wood in the neigh
bourhood of tbe port, which is defended by it. l 'hc second place is the COUntry 
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adjacent to the SOUth-easl bay, where there is a considerable yard and work.shop 

for cutting wood. it must be absohllcly forbIdden (if it it not 100 late) to strip tbe 
sea-shore of iu wood in the neighbouTPood oClhat POll, th;lt it may not be .-endered as 
dcfencell!S5 as the nonh-wesl harbour. If the evil is begun it mun be stopped. M. 
Da\,jd has in that place a large carpenter', yard, managed by the Sieur Ronier, " 

Speaking of barracks in one of the articles, the Company say' • 

.. At any rate, but particularly in that light which we regard the Island of Mau

ritius, whether it be to make it a receptacle of all the Company's military Corea in 

India, or to lodge the rttruits there a ycar or twO, ""hich are dC5I.incd for the gar_ 
risons in India, that the), may be disciplined; that their heahh may be preserved 

by the shonness of the passage, that they may at first be landed in an wholesome 

and tCtnperale climate, where they may recover the fatigues of the voyage, and ac
cunom themselves by degrces to the heat. instead of transporting them at once into 

the burning, and often unhealthy, pam, of India i or, laslly, with a view of having 

al""a)', at the Mauritius fOJCes which may be sent ~o India 011 extraordinary occa_ 

siQns. when succour cannot be expedited from Europe, either through walll of lime 
10 write for them, or prcvcntion of their departure from France by enemies. II is cer. 

uin, in aU IheJC points o f view, equally favourable for the preservation of tile seuJe

mc:nts in India, and the good management of troops and money, that barracks afC 
absolutely necessary al the Island of Mauritius. Frequent complaints have been made 

orthe irregularniel which the soldiers commit when dispt"l"sed. and a~ lilx:rty in different 

housc,: it is therefore impossible to prevent the licentiousness and unlucky acei . 

dc-nu which happen. but by barracks. H itherlO we ha\'e bad but a small garri501t 

at the lIiland of Mauntius, when it becomo more numcrOU$ all the incon\'enience 

attending licentious soldien are marc: to be apprehended. 1l may be added, iii fa. 
your oj a numerow garri60n at the hland of Mauritius, that i~wlll be the readie:;t 

and c.heapc:Sl method to .people the i5land, and to form a militia on the spot. inte_ 

rested in it5 defence. At the end of a eenain time, those .who ate willing to lettle on 

the hland may have theii discharge. on condition that they shall forLll a company of 

militia, which fiball anemble from time to lime, and lDarch when occa!o.ion requires. A 
good prison or guard .bou~ is not less ncceasary to hold Ihe Blacu, than barracks (or 

the IOldierl, in order lO keep the Company" .laves under good management, sh utting 

them up by nighl., and forming good posu on the &ea·.shore, and in the interior pant 
of the is1and. By IDC:lm of a numeroul garrilon it i. possible dclcnion may be 
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prevented, and the attempts of the Madagascar Blacks, which are turned freebooters, 
may be guarded against: these slaves may then be bought without hazard, and aU 

agree: they can be had cheaper and belter, and are more intelligent and laborious, 

and sooner trained to all kind of work than those procured c:Isewhcre. The incon· 

,·enicnee of too great a quantity of grain, and a scarcity, has been succe!siveiy 

experienced at the Island of Mauritius: to remedy it, instructions have been sent, 
concerning the manner of preserving com in Italy and Africa, with the: form and di· 
mcmioO! of tbe pils which are there used. The last works of the Situr Du Hamel, 

relative 10 Slores., ventilalors, and the construction of granaries, have also been sent 

out; you must inform yourself whether any of his methods have been tried, and 

endeavour to introduce those best adapted to the nature of the grain necessary to 

be kept." 

The Company, thinking the good of the service required thal an entire jurisdiction 

over the Blacks should be established, wrote to the Council at the islan'ds to employ 

such means as were n«cssary to engage the inhabitants to make detachments against 

the Blacks; they were promised one hundred and fony livres for e"ery frc:eboo~r 

whom they dcstroyed; but that recompence not provinga sufficient encouragement, 

M. Bouveu detc:nnined to offe r a slave, at the Companys price, fo r every freebooter 

killed, which the inhabitants approve and the Company have confirmed. 

LETTER XVII. 

From !If. de },{iran 10 Baron Grant. 

Pondicherry, May 10. 1757. 

Contairu an ac~nt of the loss of Chandernagore, which surrendered to the 
Englisb by capitulation on the !l4th of March, in the same year. 

LETTER XVI II . 

From Baron Grallt • 

• lale of frutt, Feb. 16. 17S8. 

He a'1nounees his departure, whieh took pladt in the same month, on board • 
.sh ip bdoflging to St. Malo, named the Emerald. 
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Baron Grant was unfonunately taken prisoner in this voyage by three E nglish 

ships, which look him into Jamaica. On h:aving wat island for England. he suf

fered new misfortunes from being shipwrecked, and with great difficulty and dan_ 

geT. and in the greatcn distress, reached the island which he had so lately left. At 

length, however, he arrh'cd in England. where he remained six weeks, when he 

returned to his estates at Vaux, in Normandy. 

Furlber Extracts of the H istory a/India, during tbe seven l'"ears IVor. 

The dcteendanu of Tamerlanc and the Moguls continued from the time of tbal 

great conqueror to go\'ern Jndi;!., after having bee n dri\"C:n from Tanary and Penia. 

Aurc:ngz.ebe was the last monarch who inheritt:d 1 talents of his prcdecc!SOI"S; for 
after his dath a genc:ral degeneracy rollow~adI, al it commonly happens in great 

monarch~, the provinces which were the mOil. remote from the ieal of governmen~ 

became independent ~f the Mogul. Formtr1y the governors of these provi~ 
who arc called Nabobs, practised more than a mere nominal submission 10 tbe 

i.rtlpc:rial authority, as such a conduct confirmed their power. One of thete A:ubordi4 
nale princes, the Nabob, or, as he is by some called, the Subab or Viceroy orneo. 
gal, availed bimself of lOme frivolous pretext, to besiege the English fort of Bengal. 

The place Wat bravely defended by Mr. Holwcll; but olilhe 26th of June, 1756, 

it was laken by the Nabob. The immediate con.tequellccs of "<\·bich are too well 

known to require any description of them in Ihi. place. The horrors and sufferings 

of the: Black Hole ha\'e been already described by the: able pen of Mr. Iiolwell , who 
had his portion of them, and from whose works they have been translated into the 
prinCipal tongues of Europe. 

The EnglUh 'Gfms, ho .. 'ever, in India, 800n took their reveOJC. and repaired their 
losaea. Admir:.) ,ValSOO, in the beginning of the year 1756. "cked and dCMroycd 
the residence of A ngria, the pirate, who had long been lhc declared enemy of the 
En,iiih. He then set sail from Madra. with nO more than three shipl of the line, 

and having touched. at the port of Balasore, entered the Canges; where, by the 
capwre of the fort of lluS'budgia. he opened a passage to CaJcutLa, which he reduced 
in one day. as well as 1 r uegly, another establishment above lhe Gangc::a. The 
Nabob as~bled an army of len thousand bone aad twelve thousand infointry; but 

on the 6th of february, '151, they were defeated by an handful or £nslish. and the 
Nabob was obliged to conclude a ueaty of peace, by which the .Eogllsb.Eut India 

I 
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Company was established in all iu posses~ ions and privileges. as well a5 an indem_ 

nificatio n ror every thing it had lost bv the capture of Calcutta. As it was not 

supposed that thi s accommodation of the i'\abob would last longer than it should 

suit hi~ jnter/! 5 1 ~i and lhat he would break it a ~ 500n as he had concerted measures 

with the French for thaI pllrp()~C; Ihe \d!n1rals \\' ats;,n and Pocock, with Colonel 

Clive, who commanded the land rorces, attacked Chandernagon=, the principal 

e~tabli shmcnl of the French in this country , situated on the r ive r, a liule above 

Calcutta, which at length capimldtcd 10 theiT arm" on the 24th o f March. Five 

hundred Europeans and seven hundred Blac k~ surrende red prisoners of war, with 

an hundred anrl eighty_ three pieces of Cdllnon, a comiderable sum o f monty, and 

a large quantit), o f merchandize. The f..:rocious manner: of the Nabob had e\'en 

disgusted his own ~ ubJec ts; and as success is the only liile of these chiefs to their 

possc~io ns, Jaffi er Aly Caw", at that lim e one of the principal officers of his anny, 

and among Ihmc who pret ended to have a legal cla im to Ihe rank of Xabob, put 

him srl f at the hcad of a confederation against him, and demanded succour from lhe 

English, 

Without examining the right~ of the rival Nabob~, it is sufficient for us to mt'ntion. 

that the Engl!)h clgret'd to assisl.laffier, with whom ther entered Into a treaty: Colonel 

Clive accordingly opened Ill(: c..mpaign in his favour, while the AdmIral, in order to 

augmenllhe land forces as mu ch as possible, unrlertook 10 supply 3 gamson for Chan. 

dcrnagore, and scm him also fifiy sail ors to act as cannOhccrs: \\'hi le a n:s-el of twenty 

guns was placed above Huegly, to preserve a com mun iCilllon b(;l'."cen the I;lnd and 

~ea fllrces. I n the mean time the Surajah assembled an army of tWCUI,. :housa nd 

mCIl, 'Ihien was allacked by Co)onel Clive on the 22d uf Ju ne, and entirely defeated. 

Th il event encourased Jaffier Aly Cawn, \\110 had rem:!ined indctive in the last 

battle, to make all upen declaration of his prete nsiullS to the charaClt'r of X dbob; 

and, on the 26th of Ihe same mOluh, the Engh~h and his part)' marched 10 1laxa_ 

davad, the capital of Hens .. l. where Colonel CI",c: placed him on the throne of the 
Nabobs, and he recei\'ed, in the character of Subahdar, the di~linct homage of 

Bengal, Bachar, and Orin, As to thc Surajah Do\\ la, his m 'al. \\ hen abandoned 

by hi, officc:n, he li ed from the field of baltle, and, being made pr isoner, ..... as put to 

death, as may be: naturally supposed, by order oftlle conqueror. 

1""tus the Enp-lish, in thineen days, gave a master to one of the riC'u'SI, most exten

sive, as well as 'POSt populous kingdoms of the ,"orld. Tbe new NoI.uob thought 

aM 
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(hat he could not gi ve 100 ample marks of hi, gratitude to his friends, the English. 

he therefore concluded a perpetual alliance offensive and defensive with them. H e 

augmented the limits of the Company's tcrrito ry in India, and enlarged their privi. 

I~~: he dimibulcd six hundred thousand mpees to the soldiers and sailo rs, and at 

tbe same lime indemnified the Company for the lou es which they had sustained, by 
a parmCI1I of t ..... o millions sterli ng. Soon after these events Admi ral "\TalSOn died. 

from Ihc unwholesomeness of the climate. The French, in order to repair so many 

io5.."Cs. equipped a new armamem, unde r the command of M. O' Ache, officer of 

1Da",~ and M. de Lally. who commanded the French land forces, which comistcd 

oflwo thousand Eumpean trOOps. II appean to have been the opinion or the French, 

,hal Ihis rorce would ha\'c been sufficient (0 have re.establ i!ohed their affairs., but 

ther were nmlakcn; for though they IOO\.: the ron and town or St. navid, Admiral 

Pococ k, \fho comma nded Ihe English squadron there, def~(ed them in IWO engage. 

tm:nts. and Cut off all comnw:nication between thei r army and ships. a'he truth is, 

that the French w t."T'C not only discouraged and disunited, by their repeated disasters, 

but ~so wanted bOlh pro\"isiolls and money, as well as all military slore~ necessary 

for their operations. 

As to the land rorces, under Ihe orders of M. Lally, their conduct was irregular 

( 0 the lasl deg ree. Not ha\ ing moner sufficient, as we have already observed, to 

continue hi, operauons, he Te'luf:.l;teci a loan rrom an I ndian potentate, called the 

Kmg of Tal~iour, and his demand being rejected, he besieged the capital or that 
prince, but without success. H e then endeavoured to repair this dila.5t.e r by 

w:izing a Dutch ship. where he found a sufficient quantity or mon~ to enable 

him 10 uooenake the , iege o r Madras, or Fon St. eeorge. The pllce Will 

defended by Colonel Draper and Major Brereton , and M. Laity wa. obliged to 

raise: the siege. afler having employed two months in that vain enterprize. The 

remorutrancel which he «:nt into France, on that occasion, describe the horro r and 

dmracuon of hi' mind, and the kind of intelligence that prevailed between him and 
those:. he commanded; while the English not only gained every advanlage over him. 

but alao redu~ the rich town or Sural, on the weltern lide of the Peninsula of 

India. On the 16th or Apri l, 175g, the: Engli sb anny began the campaign, under 

the command or Major Brereton, who made himJelr maner of the important town 

and fortrell of Congcver",m ; and at the same lime Major Ford took by assault the 

IOwn of Muulipitam: thUI a border of eight hundred mile. in length. aloeg a tndinl 
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country, filled ..... ith manufactures. fell into the bands of the English; while the 
French commerce was confined to Pondicheny, and some places in that neighbour. 

hood. The conquered country reached to the pro\·ince of Bengal, from whence 
the French were entirely drj\'cn by Colonel Clive. These successes were in a small 

degree balanced by a faillire of Major Brereton in endeavouring to dislodge M. 

Lally and his confederates from a very strong post thal they occupied. This check, 

which happened in September, 1759. cost the: English between three and four hun_ 
dred mcn, killed and wounded, and encouraged M. Lally to wake preparations for 

the siege of Trichinopoly; but Colonel COOle, on the aOlh of ~ovc:mber following, 
look 'Vandewctsh, one of the most important forts of that coast, and made the gar_ 

Tison prisoncrs of war. Ten days after, he possessed himself of Cosangoly. which 

the garrison were obliged 10 evacuate. These successes determined M. Lally to 

risk a decisive eng<lgcmem, in order 10 retake 'Vandcwash, which he besieged with 
two thousand Europeans and nine or tcn thousand nalive soldiers. Colonel COClte 

arrived there most fonunately with his army, consisting of about seventeen hundred 
European, and three thousand Black troops, at tbe moment when M . Lally was 

about to cnter by a breach hc had made in the place . A banle immediately ensued, 

in which the Frelich were put to the rout, wilh the loss of a thousanu men left on 

the 6eld of battle: several of th~ principal officers were also killed, wounded, or 

taken prisonen. and M. Lally rctirro to Pondicherry with the remains ofbis army. 

The loss orthe English was about t~·o hundred, and unfortunately ).[ajor Brereton 

was of the number. Colonel Coole did not delay a moment in pur~'ling tbe advan

tllges he had acquired. and marched directly against Chitiput, which he took: roe tben 

laid siege to ArCOl on the 8th of February, which is tbe capital of a large provinc~ 

of tbe same name: This place surrendered to him on the l oth, aDd he made tbree 

hundred l:.uropeans prisoners of war. 

The operations by sea in India weTC pursucd with equal vigour) and crowned 

with equal .succc£s. On lhe 4th of September, 17591 an engagement took place 

between M. D' Ache and Admiral Pocock; when the French commander was 

obliged to retire. The English Admiral then directed hi. courae to Pondicherry) 

and W~ joined there by Admiral Cornish. On the 6th of April following the fOf_ 

lrc:u Karic~J as well as several other places of less importance, surrendered to 

the English; $0 that the far greater part of the French forces in India Vat shut 

up in Pondicberry. 

8 M I 
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At length it WAS determined to lay siege to lhat place ; and its garrison consisted 

of flfl('rn hundred Europe;!ns, when it was invesu:d by Colonel Coote on the land 

side, and Admiral Stevens by sea. It was surrounded by several forls, which had 

occasioned great difficulty in forme r sieges, bu t were: now easily laken, as the ad

jacent country was in the h.mds of the English. The rainy season approachi ng, and 

the known bravery of M. Lally rendered a regular siege impracticable. it was dc_ 

tennined t~crorc: to block the place by sea and land. This bluckade was tuppancd 

by certain baueries, .... hieh were vc ry advantageously placed, and, .... ~h i l e wy conti_ 

nually harassed the garrison, were insensibly extended towards the IOwn, nOlwilh_ 
Ilanding the rains had com menced. 

These operations continued during sc\'('n months, the balteric, being alternately 

destroyed and rcpaired: but amidst all these difficulties the English were encour.lgtd 

by lhc wstress of the: garrison and inhabitants, who were re.duced to feed on dogs, 
cau, elephants, and camel" 

The F~nch, in this situation, indulged the hope of relicf from their flett. and a 
vio'~nt stann all the I ~t of June. 1761, cherished their expectations., as it desuu)'cd 

four English ship5 of the line, and obliged the. others to quit the blockade. The 
hopes. ho .... ·c"er. thai had Decn indulged by the French garrrison, and their brave 

commander, were of very short duration; for, in four day' aflef the storm, and 

before any rdief could have been administered to (he town, Admiral SltVenJ 

re..appc.ared and renewed the blockade with cleven ships of
l 
the line and a frigate; 

at the: nme time a baucry was erected Within four hundred and fifty yards of the 

ramparu. 

The garri50n was now reduced to three days provision; but th is misrrable .itul _ 
. tion made 110 impreuion on the mind of General Lally: he pen;isted in holding OUI, 

and pretended that as the English had failed in their engagemenu lO him, it was im .. 

possible for him to enter into a treaty with them. At length, however, a lignal for a 

cessation of ann, bc:ing made, the principal of the J esuiu, with t WO lawyen , but w ith~ 

out any apparent authority from the governor, were &cnt to treat with the English, 

and after lOme previous and necel8ary arrangements, the latter took possession of 

the pl ace. Soon artcr, the 5Culcment at Mahe, on the cout of Malabar was reduced; 

so Ihat the whole commerce of the vast Peninsula of India feU into the hands of the 

Engliob. 
We lhall now proceed, before we finish lbe hiJtory of tbil war, to give aD 

• 
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ateount of tbe internal revolution in that country, which threatened to deprive the 
English of the [cuits of their astonishing successes. 

The most anCLcnt branch of thc family of Tamcrlane being ~linct. another which. 
had been driven from Bucharic inlo Persia, passed at length into I ndia, where the 
veneration of the inhabitants for a descendant of Timu r_beg, or Tamerlan~ was 

'0 great, that he ascended lhe throne of his ancestors, under the name of the Great 

Mogul, or greal conqueror; and for a considerable period. both he and his poste
rity were t'nti n;ly surrounded with Mogul gua rds, and c:stabil~bcd a most al»olute 

dcspoti:.m oyer his Indian subjects. Thougb no difficulties wefe throw n in the 

way of thcir lillccession, the emperors, nevenheless. who had reigned since Au

rengztbe. have always thought it neceuary to represent themselves as the descend

ants of Timor.beg. 

At the time wbich is the object of our prescnt consideration, the Mahrattas 

formed the military force of India, and having deposed the last Greal Mogul. his son, 
Sha Zaddah, assumed that title; though his authority was disputed by several pro

vinces: but being assisted by Mr. Law, who was nephew of the person so well knqwn 

for the Missi ssippi scheme. with about two hundred fugitive French, he made can· 

siderable progress ill confinuing his title. At length Law persuaded him to pm him

self at the head of eighty thousand m"n, and to march against the English in Bengal. 
They were met by twenty thoul3nd native troops and five hundred English, 

under !.he command of General Carnac. who entirely defeated them, and made 
the young Mogul and Mr. Law both prisoners, on the same day Chat Pondicherry 

lurrendc:red. 
Fortune was equally favourable to the English in other parts of India. Jaffier 

Aly Cawn. who had betn raised, as we have already mentioned, to the rank of Nabob 

of Bengal. became intoxicated with his power, which deprived him of the protection 

of the English, who compelled him to resign his government in favour of his 501)

in_law. The new Nabob confirmed and even increased the privileges of the English 

in Bengal; so that the Dutch became jealous of their power, and made: a fruitless 

attempt to drive the .English from thal cOUntry. 

During these events in Indi.;., Count D'Estaing, a French marine officer, with 

only two frigates. surpassed all his countrymen who were employed in the naval 

aervice in any other pan oIthe globe. In OCtober, 1759, be destroyed the EoglUh 
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sc:ulemalt of Benderabassy, in the Persian Gulf; he afterward! redu~d Bcncoolen, 

in the bland of Sumatra, where the E nglish carried on a considerable trade, and 
dt'slJ'Oyed all their forl s and establishment.. This enterprising ;eaman at last fell 

into tbe hands of thc English: he was afterwards employed by the government of 

his country in various and important services. 

I 
• 

• 

• 
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CHAPTIlR XXV. 

Summa? of tbe Life oj COllnt de LallY.-7ournal oj bis Erpedi/ions itt I ndia.

R eport oj tbe Conqutlt of Pondicberry.-An A ccount oj ibe Condemnatitm tf 
M . Lally. 

T If £ Count de Lally was the son of a captain in the regiment of Dillon, who 

passed into France after the capitulation o f Limerick, and a French lady of di.stinc

Lion. Soon ancr his birth, which was in 1699. he was- en/cred, as was the custom 

in the French army, a private soldier in his company. He made very con'siderable 

progress in those sciences which formed a principal part of the education of the 

French nobility. Being the son of an officer of distinguished merit, it was natural 

for him to make military acquaintance; and bc=ing. by his mother's side, allied' to 

wme of the first families of Frara, he had more favourable opportunities than the 
generality of his companions, to form connections of the first class. These advan

tages, superadded to a fine person, advanced young Lally, at the age of nineteen 

years,to a company in the I rish brigade. 

Though he was known to possess those qualities that fOlm the soldier, he was 
equally qualified to succ«d in civil employmenu; for at a period when y..,ung men 

are seldom more than equal to the inferior departmenu of the sta~, he WaJ suddenly 

elevated to one of Ihe most important situations that belong to political government. 

At the age of twenty-five he was sent by the calln of France to negotiate some im

portant .. Wain at the court of RUlsia, where his addteM and fidelity secured 10 him 

&he confidence oflbe King his mauer, and won the esteem oftbe Czarina. On his 
I'C:tum 10 France be was considered as one of the most distinguished men at Ver_ 
AilIes, and was won promoted to the rank of colonel of a regiment, in which be 

conducted him.elf with uncommon distinction wherever he Wal employed. 

In the year 1146. when the young Pretender made a descent in Scotland, M .. 

Lally came: into England, under the pretext of claiming some lands wbith hU father 

had panelled in Ireland, and to which he pretended to ha~ a legal title: though, 
in (act, lhe real object oC his errand wa, to serve the cause of tbe Pretender at a 
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spy; to assist him with his counsels. and to c:xcite malcontenu in the southern parts 

of Great Britain, h)' promises of mo~y and otber inducements. It is even said 
thai he had some success in thcsc dangerous attempts, when hi. planl were discovered 

to Ihe Duke of Cumberland, who gave immediate orders for his arrest: but M. 

Lally was, by the kind interposition of the Prince of Wala, preserved from a pri~ 

IOn, and permitted to return to France, in direct opposition to the sentiments of 

the Duke. 

Such, however, was the obstinacy o f M. de Lally, that he quitted England with 

great rductancr:, though, as the expedition of the P~lender entirely failed, he had 
every reason to be thankful to providence for his escape. F.rom that lime till he 
was promoted to the tank of Iieutenant.general and comma nder in chief in the East 

Indies, his life docs not offer any circumstance that merits particular anemion. As 

to his history in that part of the \I'orld, to the period of his death, we shall refer our 

rcaders to the follo ..... ing papers. 
I 

J ournal oj E.rptditiofls in Indio , under the Comma'ld of Count L ally. 

In the month of August, ' 756, Count de Lally was appointed to the command of 

~ exped ition in I ndia, to support ,,:hich the court had destined six millions of li,·rta, 
six battalions of troops, and th~e ships of ... ar, which were to be joined by sucb a. 

the Company could prepare for t~ occasion. 

The Chevalier des Soupirs, \\'ho was to command a.s major-general under him, 

8tt sail from COrient on the gab of D ecember following, with two milli ons of livrea 
and two battalions. 

On the 20th of February, '757, the Count D' Atht! set sail from Brt'Sl, with 

Count Lall)', having two million. of livres" and two baualions, on board his squa

dron.; bUI an accicklll which happened to one of their ships, in going om of the pon. 
obliged him to return, and contrary winds detained him tilllile 2d of May. 

The Count O'Achi: Wat near a year on his ptIhage, a circumstance which gll'e 

Admiral Ste"ens sufficimt lime to reach the coast or Corol}landcl: though he did not 

leave England till three month I after the French aquadron 5(I 5ail rro m Fran e. The 

Chevalier de. Soupirs waited some lime al MauritiUJ, and dnembarked at Pondic:ht'rry 

eight momhs before Count Lally arrived there. At ,hi , time the Englidl cou ld not 

bring a bundred men into the field, and he had two thousand. Madral ..... a. an opell 
town. Fan St. Dnid WII in ruins, with a garrison of sixty jnvalida. Three .. ceki 
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would have been sufficient to have taken both these: places, bUI the Chevalier de. 
Soupirs, who was entirely ignorant of the manner of carrying on war in that country, 
,uffered himself to be influenced by ~L de Leyrit, the Company" governor of 

Pondicherry, who kept him all this time in a state of inactivity, and at the expense 

of all the money which he had brought from Europe. 
Six months previous to his arriv .. 1 in India the English bad driven the Company 

from all its Jeulements;n Bengal, which were the most valuable of their posse.uions. 

On the ~5th of April, 1758, the Count 0" Ach6 landed the Count de Lally at 
Pondltherry, with .ome of hiJ principal officers, and several cheil' of money. On 

the following day, as he was preparing to cast anchor ill tM road orlhat place. he 

was surprised by the English squadron, and lost a vessel of 74 guru; but, availing 

himself of a favourable wind, he: contrived to escape. 
Within a few houn after he had disembarked, Count de Lally invested Cudalort',. 

a place situated about five leagues from Pondicherry, and made himself maner of 

it in three days: the garrison consisted of ten invalids. In a ,hort time: after he 

besieged Fort 51. Davtd, and entered into that place on the 2d of June. after 5('.~n_ 

teen days of open trenches. On the 10th of the same month the Count returned 

to Pondicbcrry ,; and. having determined to make an attaCk on Madras, he dis_ 
patched a vessel to Count 0' Acllt. who had retl't:ated sixty leagues to the windward. 
with orders to return· M. de Leyrit at thIS time signified to Count de Lally. that 

he was nnt in a condition to subsist his trOOps for more than fifteen days. and that 
there was no other resource but 10 march them into the kingdom of Tanjore. which 

was about 6fly leagues 10 the south of Pondicherry. to claim a debt due l"rcm the 

Rajah of that country. Thus he was obliged [0 seek for subsistence in Tanjore till 

the $lonny season approached, which would oblige the tlft·o squadrons to take 
refuge in lOme distant ports. 

The Rajah lIf Tanjore having refused the debt demanded of him, Count Lally 
marched towards his capital; and, in order to intimidate him,· levelled five piecei 
of canllon against thJt place. 

At thi, time he received an account that the English were marching, with a body 
of eight hundred men, against Pondicherry. and that the Cheval~r des Soupirs. wbo 

had not an equal force, wu preparing to abandon the surrounding country: be 
accordingly evacuated Tanjore. ariel' having levied four hundred and fony thousand 

livre, in money, and lived. doriD£ two montba. at the expense of the inhabitants. 
aN 
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On his apprQac.b to Pondicherrf the English retired towards Madra5. He now 

renewal his entreaties to Count D'AchC not to quit the coasl; and, in order to 

induce him to remain there, made him an offer of half his anny to recruit his squa_ 

dron; but the latter. deaf to his em.reatie. and arguments. set sail for Madagascar 

on the 1St of September, ,which was the day aru~r M. de Lally'. relurl) to Pon
dichcrry. 

He had sent also for M. M. de BUssy and Moracio, wilh the troops that they 
commanded ; the one in me Ocean, and the other at Masuli~atnilm. These: officers 

brought with d\Oll but one-third of thdr forces, and on their arrival demanded a 

reinforcement of a thousand men, &e. But M. de Lally having received informa_ 

tion that the English had made a descent in the neighbourhood of Maaulipatnam. 

ordered M. Moracin to return thither, which he refused i and that place was after_ 

wards ,urprised by the ~gli$h. 

M. de La1ly. ha"ing remained at Areol for five days. returned to Pondicherry, 

baving refused tbe incredible offt:r of M.de Buss)" to give him four hundred thousand 

li~ in thltt hou", if he would let him return wilh a body or troOps into the Decan. 

The anny was at lhi$ time without pay, though M. de BliSS)' had informed M. de 

Lally that he had two hundred and forty d\Ousand Jivrel at the aervice of the 

Comj».ny, if he would be responsibie for them, which he absolutely refused, as he 

would have no commercial concem whatever with that body. M. de Lally, on bit 
return to Pondicherrr, renewt:d his design oJ altac.king Madras during the absence 

of the English Iquadron I it was. howevt:r, opposed by M. de Ley til, for wanl of 

fund. to pay the army, and procurt: them ,ubsistence : the other members of ,he 
council wt:re of the ,ame opinion l bUI four or five of them, with Count O'Eltaing 

at their head. oft"crt:U their plale, fa the valut: of eighty thousand livn!:s, as a contri_ 

bution towards the enterprize. M. BUuy did not offer I single 101, and M. de 
La1ly gave one hundred and fony Lhousand livre$, which he had placed in the 

treaSUry. 

In ooMequence of these aid. he arrived in the plain of Mldm on the 11th of 
Deet:mbc:r. 1758, and, after a few skinn~ .. encamped there on the following day. 

At a very early hour on the: morning or the l(tb, ,he black towo was atlacked 

by M. de RiIlon, at the head of hi, regiment: Ind, in I very few hours. he made . 
hinuclf master of it, with lilile lOll. 

M. de LtquilJe, who <ommanded. "Iuodron. hid in me mcaa time arrived at 

, 
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the hland of Mauritius wilh four ships of war, and W(ec millions oflivres, destined 

for tbe service Qf Pondicberry; and he was about to quit that island when, uDfortu_ 
uatdy, the Count D'Ache arrived there, and prevented bim from proceeding. He also 
took upon himself to send to Pondichcrry no morc than one million of the money, 

by a small (rigatt::t which anchored befon: that place on th~ 2 1st of December, 1158. 
On lhe arrival of this money Count Lally dClcnnincd to besiege Madras in 

form. He paid both his European and black troops a ponicD of what was due 

to them, and opened the trenches on the 6th of Januarr. 1159. He auacked the 
town wilh two thousand seven hundred Europeans, but the black troops were or 
liulc use in a sicge. The garrison consisted of five thousand men, sixteen hun_ 

dred of which were regular troops, fOUT hundred servanu of tbe English Company, 

and three thousand Sepoys. The English army, that was in po6SC"ion of the 

country, made four different attempts to raise the siege, bUI WaJ aJ often repulsed 
with lou. Count de Lally had already made a breach. and was preparing an assault, 

when ~ix English vends, laden with all kinda of refreshmcnLS. and .ix hundred men 

or Colonel Draper'. regiment. came to an anchor in the road, and dctenntned 
• 

Lally to retreat to Areal. 

Six weeks after the siege: of Madras had been raised the English received ano

ther reinrorcement or aix hunured ~ from Europe, and immediately took. tbe 

field against the Chevalier des Soupirs, who abandoned to them the post" of Con

jeveram, and all the conquesu that had been made on the left bank of the Paliar. 

Arter an absence of thirlttfl months the Count O'Ache at :englh arrived at 

Pondicherry on the 17th or September. 1759. having had a third engagement with 
the English fleet, in which, as usual, be bad been wonted. On lhat very day he 
",'rate to M. de Latly, with an Qffer of four hundred thowand livres in piastres, 

and about as much more in diamonds, the produce of an English ,·cud wbieh 

be had taken, in pan of payment of the two millioM hc had stopped the year 

before at Mauritius, one of which would have secured the conquest of Madras. He
also notified t~al he should SC t lOIil the following day Jor Madagucar. This unex_ 
pected message threw the whole colony into cbe greatest constermtion. M. de Lally 
was SO ill as not to be able to quit his house, but be.-:ot a deputation of all bit prin

cipal officers to engage him to suspmd tbe e~ution of his dttign: nOlbing bowever 
that was pid or done could a.vert his purpose. M. de LaUy tberefore auembled 

the council, who unaoimousJy ligned a protest apill$l Ihc .uddm departure 01 
3 N. 
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Count D'Athe, rendering him aloue responsible for the 10$1 of Pondicherry. and 

threatening to appeal to the justice of the king against his conduct. This protest 

was unanimously signed in the hall o f tbe council in Fort Lewis. in Pondicberry. 

the J7th September, 1159. I' follows: Lally, Duval de Leyril t RenauI, lbrthe

leroy, Chevalier des Soupirs. Nichel Lally, Buul, Du Bois, Cariere, Verdieres, 

Dun:' Cadde"ille, Ou Passage, Beaunel, Renaut, De 1. Selle, Guillan. Porcher, 

P~re Dominique, caputin pn=tre de I. paroissc de N6lre Dame des Angel, F. S. 
Lavacer, superieur general del Jesuites Fran~ais dans leI IlldeS, L. Rathon, supe_ 

rieur general des mission. etrangere&, POlier de Lorme, Dudmcl, AlIdaua", 

Aimar, Cornballl d' Autheuil. GoUI,i l, Kcissci. J. C. Bon, De Wilst, Banal, Rauly, 

Tennelier. Saint Paul, J. B. Launay, Deshayes, Fischer. Du Laurent, Audoyer du 

Petit Val, D'Arcy, Medin, Dian:, Bertrand, Legris, Miran, Bour.,ille, F. N icola" 

Du Plan, De Laval, Bon~e, D e L'Arche. Boyelleau 1:1 Cucllette. 

M. D' Ache had alre,dy set sail, but the winds and currents, having driven him 

to the nonh, ,be: protest. ovenook him at sea; in consequence of which he returned 

to !?ondicherry, where be remained leVen day., and once more departed for Ma

dag.ucar; promising, bowe\'er, to return at a "cry early period of the following 

year; but from that time, which comprehends a space of sixteen month., nothing 
m ore was heard of him, 

M . de LaJly, who had now recovered hi. health and .trength, daily expected tho 

arrival of &ssuletzingue, brother ofSalubetzingue, wvcrcign of the whole country. 

with a body of twelve thousand men. Thi. prince was not more than thirty.five 

~agues from the French army when he demanded an officer of distinction, ;and a 

deuchmcnt of Eur.an troops, to facilitate tbeir junction, and M. de 1\uuy wu 

accoldin~ly sent on thai service. The army was now auembled under the walls of 

Arcot, (rom wlwoce the Indian batallion was detached, a. it began to foment a 

second revolt, on acoount of the pay due to the JOldiers, from the not being able to 

dispote of the diamond.. The absence of M. de Buny. which did not require more 

than ten or twelve days, continued for two-and-fotly; and the English, availing 

cherDIClvc, of the impracticability of the French lO begin me campaign without cavalry. 

made then'llelves rnasten of Wandcwa.h. 
Being ditappointcd of the amval of BaJiulclzingue, M. de LaHy concluded ... 

won as poaible, in roncert with M. de Leyrir, • trealy with. Mahraua chief, for 
• body of IWO Ihowand cavalry, whkh, joined 10 IJlOlhtr 0/' ci ........ bUDdrecI 
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black., belonging to M. de Bussy, and bearing hi. name, he encamped opposite the 
English, from whom he was separated only by the sandy bed of the Poliar, which 

was then enti~ly dry. Having got possession of .some magaz.ines which were in 
rear of the English, the latter were prevented from kttping the field for lOme day •• 

The French, therefore, fell suddenly on Wandewash; but, on the appearance of 
the English to rc:1ieve if, M. de Lally found him.o;elf obliged to retreat to Poooi

cherry, or to hazard a batlle, and he dctennined on the latter: he accordingly 
a1LaCked them, but was repul~d and beaten, on the :ad of Jannary, 1160. The loss 

wu nearly equal on both sides, and the only officer of rank who was taken pri

soner was M. de fillS!},. M. de Lally. who was now reduced to the necessity of 

defending, as long as possible, the passage to Pond icherry, encamped with his army 

about four leagues from th ai place, on the road which the English must take in their 

approaches to attack it. 

Admiral Cornish appeared on the coast with four ships of t~ line from Europe, in 
about a month after Ihis baule: on the st8th of February he came to an anchor in the 

road of Madras; and, on the 11th of March he appeared with his squadron before 
Pondicherry. In the mean time the English army gradually approached nearer 

to lha~ place, while. M . de Lally. in order, at the same time, to protect it from the 

attack of the neet, and obstruct the march of the army, nttessarily retired from one 

position to another, till at length he occupied an advantageous post on the march 

of the Engluh, and about the distance of tWO leagues from the town. 

While the English army '011'11 occupied in possessing itself of the I:maU French 

posu to the nonh of Pondicherry. the squadron of Admiral Cornish 8!t ... cked 
Kancal on the south, which was defended by the same officer, in the Company's 

aervice. who had given up Chandc:rnago re, afier a very ,bon bombardment. He aoon 

IUrrenderc~ the place, which wanted. notbing, and was tbe only Europe:~ fonifieation 

wbich tbe French Company possessed in India. 1n a shon time after lhi, operation the 
Engli.h took Valdore. At the same time M . de Lally maintained his. post during three 
month" and thereby gained time sufficient to yictual Pondicherry for half a year. 

While M. de Lally held the English in cheek, he concluded a treaty with the 
chief of Myaore. The Object of this treaty was to supply Pondicherry with provi_ 

sions; but he did not fulfil the conditions of it, and accordingly gave up the fan of 

Tbiagar, which was the stipulated price. In a few days after the departure of tbe 

Mysare people, M. de Lally determined to strike a great woke, by luacking the 
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Eng1i5h on the night of the t.d of September. This~ue'l'rize accordingly took place. 
and failed. At length, after a siege of two monilia, and a very gallant defence by M. 
de Lally,Pondicheny 5urttndored to the English army, commanded by General Coote, 
on.the 16th of January, 1761. M. de Lally requested to be sent to Cundalore. 
where be might have the advantage of being attended by French and English sur. 
goons i but the Governor of Madra.t insisted on his being removed from that place, 

and sent hu own palanquin to convey bim lhither.· 
The Englilih ballcrica WCfe not opened but a few weeks before the reduction, 

and though they wen:: ICf'\'ed with great skill, and were employed with extraordinary 

effect, the ""'am of every. nece.sary of life within the town was the most important 

circumstance in f"vour of the besiegers. The inhabitants had for some time sub. 
sisted all elephants, camels, and horse,. It is well loown that a dog had been $Old 
for twenty_four rupees; and of this wretched provision they had no more ilian 
would hne lunainod them for one day, when tbe place surrendered. 

Extract from thl Rl'port (lj the Cimdellmalion and &ttJulwn tif tbl Count 
, rU Lally. 

In consequenc.e oftbc: very weighty conclusion. which tbe Procureur General bad 
given against tbe Count de Lally. he was removed. during the night of Sunday. the 
4th of May. from theBanilie to the prifOn of the Conciergerie, which communi ... 
cates by several staircuea with the different apartment. belonging to the Court of 
Parliament. Though it was but one o'clock in the moming when he arrived at 
the Conciergeric; he refwed to go to bed; and about 6evcn he appeared before his 
judges. They ordered bim to be diverted of hi. red riband and cross, to whic.h he 
.ubmltled with the most perfect indiKerence; and he was then placed o,n the .1001 

• E.trael ofa Ltua". dated Fort St. Gcorr. feb. I, 1761. 

- M.. de 1aI1y it arrired !left I and, ootwithnudinr bit mdancb~y c.ondirion. iJ a. proud and 

haugbty at enr. GeNu., undentaDding. aad military knowied&e, obtcaml b, my krocioaJ 

mannen, and a perfect contempt for anyone betltt.th the rank of a General. charaeterLie mit «. 
tnordina". man. When be quilted lbe citadel of Pondicberry. the oftlcen and 50Idicn trated 
hlm .itb the most marked dinpprobal6oa and intuit: while hiJ Commiuary, who ammpted hiI 
jUlti6cation .... inltalltlymurut'ml; and the .. me fate would ha~ •• alt-ed Y . de IAUy, if be W 

DOC; r-etJft1ed to the Hllilah tamp. To haft maintained. ttoacr<Hc. to loti, a *Ie .. id the ..... 
tadon of lbote ,,110m be com ... dcd. ill .. decided proof oIhiJ firauaeIa. aetmcy ..... ......, ... 
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to undergo a courae of interrogation. At this moment, clasping his hands and lift_ 

jng up hi s eyes, be exclaimed, " h this the reward for Cony yean faithful service jt>' 

The interrogatory lasled six hOllrs. At three in the afternoon it rttommenced, 
and the Marqub de Buuy and COUnt D' Ache were successively confronted with 
him. They remained but a short time in the COUrI, and were reconduc:ted by 
officers of justice. The sitting lasted till nine at night, when the Count "WI.$ taken 

hack to thr: Bastille, surrounded by guards, and several companies of the city 
watoh. 

The following day, at six in the morning. the judges began to give theiropiniona. 

and they were not concluded till four in the afternoon, when they pronounced an 

arret, which contained only a simple recital of the proceedings agains!: him, and othtt 

penons accused of abuses and crimes in the East I ndies. with their acquittal or con

demnation, but witho ut .5pecifying the fact! or reasom o n which they were: respcc. 

lively foundcd. The senlence uated, that he had been accused and convicted of 

having betrayed the interests of the King and the India Compann of abusing 

his authority, and of exactions, &c. from the subjects of his Majesty, as wcl~ 1-' 
the foreigners resident in Pondicherry; for the: reparation of which, and other crimes. 
it was declared that he .hould be deprived of aU hi. titles, honours, and dignities, and 

have his head separated from his budy on a scaffold on the Pta,,, de Grhle. His 
goods and property were also confiscated 10 the King, &c. &c. and the arm of the 

public executioner ,erminaled the career of the Count de Lally. 

• 

• 
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CHAPTER XXV/' 

ObseM'atioffS of Admiral Kempenf(;U tJlld AT, d~ R oeOOn 011 tbe Isle ,,! 
France, ;1/ 1758. 

I T was not till the year t 730 that the value of Ihis island was known to the French, 
and that it became 311 object of importance. Five ytars before, tbis colony had 

been so neglected thai not a single French vessel ever tou.chcd at it : but shipt. 

engineers, and workmen were: now SCnl to auiu the inhabitant" and to forward the 

designs that the India Company had faroled. 'Vith Ihil V1C\\' , great encouragement 
I 

had also been given to the inhabitants of the hie of Bourbon, to engage them to 

remove 10 the Isle of F rance. M. de la Bourdonnai. was 5Cnl from France as 

C~ernor of the two islands. He \\'3S a peNOn in C\'cry rtspect qualified to fulfil 

the: dulles of that italian. It is indeed to hi, talems, indefaligable industry, and en~ 

terpriz.ing spirit, that the French India Company 0 .... 'CS all the advantages it oblalOed 

from one of the mOSt flourishing colonie. and best harbours in J ndia. The inhabi_ 
tants which he found therc bad, till his arrival, lived in huts; they were ignorant, 
obstinate, and inured to idlcnen : those who came from the hland of Bourbon had 
been 10 long neglcctld by the Company, thal they had (hro .... 'n off all idea of depend
ance, and pones&ed lbo6C bad qualttjel that naturall), reauh from luch a l.ituation. 
1t rrqu ired therefore great judgment and uncommon addreu in M. de la Bour~ 

donnai, to surmount tbese difficulties, by reducing thete people 10 discipline and 
obedience, and introdllCing among them a spirit of indumy, JO neetuary to the 

accompJilhm~m of hu designs. Thetc: rude people, dehalCd by their indolent coune 
of life, and bolnished, as it were, from their nalive country, murmured aloud when 
be ordered them to work, to cut down the wood, to cuhivlte lhe eanh, to dig in the 
quarra, to law planks, and to build houlU. Nevenhcle..u, the inhabitan" increased, 
and though they had every reason to fear that they should be in want of subsiltence, 
it WII pot without .ome difficulty that M. de la Bourdonnai. could engaae &hem 10 

dig the «Tound, and plant the manioc or the cnuda rOOl, to prevent that diIIItet, II 

many of the NaVel whom the, had brought from MadaplCar were ac.tually IIUVCd. 
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The manioc. is a root which grows on the hanks of rivuleu,* and bears in the East 
Indies a I:lrge green leaf. it forms a "ery nutritious food for tbe slaves, blJt in a green 

state: it is absolutely poison, and mun be dried. before it can be made into whole_ 

some bread. M. rlc: 101 Bourdonnais brought Ihis root from Brazil,t and obliged 

every planter, or inhabita nt that posscssed land, to culLivatc five thousand square feet 

of manioc for every slave; btlt they were, ullfortunau~ly. so habituated to idleness. 

and so disgusted with his authority, that they did every thing in their power to dis

crrtlit this root, and oftentimes during the night poured bo:ling water upon the 

plants, to check their vc~tation . AI length, however, for what will not perseve

rance, talent, ami nmiable manners accomplish, they were convinced of its utilit}" 

and it is this root which now nourishC's all the slaves in the island, where they are 

vC'ry numerou s, and perform the severest labours. 

The Isle of France having never be:en cuhivato:l. it was very difficult, in the 

~ginning, to till the ground, SO as to furnish a sufficient quantity of provisions for 

the support of iu people, and to victual the ships which touched thC'rt:. Neverthe

less. M. de la Bourdormais attained these imponant objects in granting to the i .. ~a. 
bitants a certain quantit), of ground, which had not been cleared, and a proponionable 

numbe:r of slav~s at the Company's expense; so that they were enabled to CUI down 

the woods, to cultivate the ground, nod to build houses, mills, &c. These various 

improvement!!, however, procetded with a tardy pace; and, from a want of industry, 

or rather [rom a spirit of discontent in the people, it was some lime before any 

sensible change took place in the face of the island . 

M. de lao Bouroonnais was the only penon acquair~ed witb the theal)' and 

practice of architecture; and having but very few workmen, he not only put a 

cenain number of young people under their directio n, but became himself their 

instructor l and as they advanced in this useful and necessary science, be PUI slave. 

under lhtrn, in the character of apprentice.s: but it is not to be conceived what 

trouble he had 10 compel the one to leach, arKI the Other to learn: impeded, how_ 

ever, as he was with these and other difficultiC'J, he contrived that wood should be 
cllt, that stones should be dug and shaped; that houses should be built, that road. 

should be made, and that C<'nveyance. by water and wheel carriages should be 

• This officer semu to coofound the manioc with the yam 01 St.lIelena,., the former crow, ~ 
a dry .,il, and the Iauer requim •• oiIt ailutica. 

t Others 11)' (rom 5,. 1110. 

30 
• 
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produced. J-Ie also imported hones, and laugh: oxen to submit to the yoke; he 
buill a very collvenient house for himself and his succeuors, magazine. fo r me 
Company. an hospitill o(t"'o sLOries, which contained five hundred bed., for the sick, 
and four windmills, with commodious granaries and quay.. To lhelc may be added 

.n arsenal, batteries., barracks. shops for the different workmen employed in the 

canals, acqueduc.u, and a dodt)'ard. 11.1 sbort, every tl:iing i5 now secn in that island, 
which is calculated for the convenience and pleasure of the inhabitanu. 

The town and port on the north-west side of the island, which is the residence 

of the: Governor and his Council, is situated in a valley surrounded with high 

mountains, and contains about five hundred houses. Tht-y are built of wood, which 

was in great piehl)'. as both the Islands of France and Bourbon .... ·ere originally 

covered with it. These: habitations are in general small, and have only one $l.Ory 
lI·jlh garrets; they are nevertheleu dijpoled with great convenience: Iheir foun

dation consists of ro~h stone and lime, about three fet:l. above the surface of !he 

earth, and serves as a plauonn for the upper part of the house; thus these dwellings 

are always dry, and as the wood never louchelthe ground, it i. free from tbote InCOJl... 

, 'coiences to .... hich buildings are subject tbat are constructed with similar materials. 
Wood. bowever, is now becoming rare, though there i. itill abundance of il, hut 

as a.ll the environs of the towns, villages, and plantation. are in a "ate of cult ure, the 
foresu: may be Aid to have been removed to lOch a di:nance, that it would require 
great expense and immense labour to bring the timbtt from thence, and in many 
places it II altogether impracticable. The inhabitantJ, therefore, are already begin
ning to build with SlOne, which is in great plenty throughout the island; thougb it 
is very dear, al it requires a great number of ,lav!1 to dig, carry. and shape it; 
beside., al there arc no European mason., except thole who belong excllllively (0 

the Company, .... ho; being free men, demand from one to throe dollan a day, &lone 

buildlng. are very expcmive. 
The town il irregular, ill it was originally begun withoul any It:u1ed plan, and 

every one WJ.!I permiued to build according to lhe IUgge.WOOS gf his own fancy. The 

quays are very commod.iouJ, both ror the load ins and unloading or nnall veuela. 

The .af, water, wbicb comes from a river about a league from the town, i. eon

ducted thither by a canal to the fOOl or a high mouIMain, at 'he WMem exuemity of 
the place, where the boau come under a large ~oir, and 6.11 wit banda willa 
the greateat facility • 

. -~-
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Towards the middle of the town, there is a large space surrol1nded with a strong 
high "one wall, which contains the buildings appropriated to the slaves of the 

Company, as well as the public stables, &c. The inhabitants arc not permiUtd 

to encroach upon Ih is spot, a. it js reserved by the Company for their future 

occasions. 

The valley, in which the town is situated, is low lind Oal, covered with rocks and 

'tones, which renders tbe strecta and ways rough and uneven; but immediately 

round the buildings belonging to the Company, the ground is rendered very level. 

At the t:Xuemity of the valley, and at the fOOL of the mountains there is a consider_ 

able space of ground cleared or the stones, and covered with a grass plat: it is 

called the Field of Mars, as it is the place where the troops perfonn their exercue: 

it also contains a rope walk, and is the public promenade of the inhabitants. 

The port is not large, and it has been n:ndcn:d less by two ,bips which sunk 

almost in the middle of it.· ft is, however, still sufficient for the purposes of Ihe 

Company. The entrance of it is narrow, and t.lefended by two balleries on two 

low points of land, almost oppo,ite each other : they were begun after the ~ee4 
commanded by Admiral Bosca ..... en. had appeared off the island, and have proved 

very expensive worhos to the Company, tbough they are not finished. M. Cossin;, 

who was the engineer there, from tbe nature of tbe ground. met with infinite diffi_ 

cullie. in forming a solid foundation. The ship" are moored at tWO gwu shot from 
the quay, and the smaller vends d05(: to them. There 3Te several pontooru for 

the purpose of careening the vessels, and the workshops of the cflrpe.nters, rope 

makers, armourers, coopers, shipwrigbts,&c. are so near the pan. that the al:.mcc:ra 

may be bailed from the ships. 

In the harbour tbere are two rocks, or islets, on which are erected two stone 

windmills. there is also a small bason, or natural pond of salt water, where the 
tunics are kept which are brought from the Island of Rodriguez, about ninety 

leagues cast soulh.east. 

M. de la Bourdonnais had formed the design of a regular fonificatiQ.n on the most 

elevated pan of the town, thal i, Vtry well calculated for the purpoJe to which it 

would have been applied; but it was not completed. This spot is neal' the hospital, 

and commands the town, the high road, and a large and commodious buonJ or smaU 

• The carealleS of thirty-four vcueb hue ~n numbered. which hne at different times fou.n
Ikrcd in this port and it. environs. (See plVS t l and J 1.) 

a O. 

• 



~68 HISTOR Y OF MAU RITIUS. 

harbour, th:1t communicates with the other, where illferior vessels might remain 
in perfect security; and if it were not for a small chain of coral rocks, that appear 

above the water in the middle of iI, and which M. de la Bourdonnais had determined 

10 extirpau~, it would have sufficient depth for vessels of tbe greatest bunhell. 
The lime employed in bUilding is made of white coral, which is in great abun_ 

dance throughout the whole circumference of the island, and is of ~n exct::llent 

quality, aflcr the slone has been ..... ashed in fresh water to discharge the 5alilll: matler, 

with which it is naturally and st rongly impregnated. 

Among tbe many other imprO\'cmenu lhal M. de Ja Bourdonnais had made in 

this island. there is a machine of his inv ention, by means of which the chalot'lpc, 
and long.boat$ arc lirted out or the water, and put in a , ituation to be speedi ly 

repaired, with "ery lillie trouble and expense. A ,'essel or an hundred tons, haling 
become very leaky and incapable of service, at a moment ,",'hen there was a great 

want of "essels, \\'as br~ghl 10 this machine, where her lea ks ,",'ere stopped, her 
bollom cleaned and repaired, and she: herself set afloat in the space o f an hour. 

111cre are sc,'eral kinds of wood in this island, but rrom their great distance, and 

!.he rocks, mountains, and rivers that illlervene, rt is .Imost impossible to bring them 
to the inhabited pam. Ebony is very commOll, as well as many olher kindll, 
\I'hich are extremely hard; one. in particular, is of a reddish colour, and or a very 

close grain, which is called naues. and iii Ihc timber commonly employed in build. 

ing'- I have seen some of the trtts (rom fony to flfly feet long. Thi. wood, 
however, is III geuc:ral too hea,'y to be employed in the conslfuQion or wip., as 

M. de h. Bourdonnal! experienced when he buih a ship in this port, called l'ln.u. 

laire; though some vessel, have since bet:n built, and employed between theft two 
lsland, and Madagascar, Pondlcherry, &c. 

About t""O or three miles to the west or the town, (here i, a considerable river, 
caned La Gra,uJ Riv;ht, (rom whence the town and harbour arc .upplied with 

fresh waler; and al the DlOlUh of it a powder mill is at this time erecting. It would 

be very easy for an enemy (0 land at this place, as well as in Othell in diffe rent parts 

of the island. There are, ind«d. some batteries with heavy cantlOn. and $IllaU 
magazines for ammunition nea.r the abore, which, being aim!», covered with brush. 

wood. are not perceptible bv an enemy; IlCvcrthelr .... rrom their great e¥tenl, and 

di stance rro~ t.h.! harbollr, they ,,"'OUId require a Ia.rge body or troop' to derend. 

them. There i. guard~hou.5C on the .ummit of an high, ateep moumain. It the 
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western extremity of the lown, ..... here a flag is hoisted when a veuel is discovered 

in the offing. There is another upon a still more elevated and distant point, which 

.serves iU a signal LO the inhabitants of the country; 50 lhat by their mearu any intel

ligence is communicated to the ..... hole island. ' Vhen the island was menaced by th~ 
English admiral, previous to tnc siege of Pondicherry, :VI. de la BourdonnaiJ .. 

with incredible difficulty, contrived to place some mortars on the first of these 

mountains. 

There are scorpions in the Isle of France, but no wild beast of a dangerous 
nature. Its harbours, as wd\ as the rivers and coasu, furn ish abundance of 

fish, &c. 
The island contains four parishes, and as many churches, and as the inhabitants 

increase, other parishes are marked out, and places of worsilip erec ted. The prin_ 

cipal church, when 6nishcd, will be the largest, as well as the besr, pitte of archi~ 

lecture: in the island. The Governor, besides his town houst, hilS a villa in the 

country, called the Rrduit, in the middle of a wood, guarded with some pieces e;f 

cannon, where there is a curious garden under the direction of M. Oblette, an Qlpe
rieneed botanirtt . On the south_cast coast of the i ~land, there is another large 

harbou r, which POSSelsel a far more commodious ef1lrancr, bUl as the winch gene

rally blow into ii, it is &eldom IrelJuented from the difficulty of iLl outward passage: 

there is a sma.1I town near ie, where the Company has a wan:house. The woods 

were formcr~y full of deer, but they have been so much de~trOyed, that their number 

at present is comparatively small, except in the impenetrable p .. ru of the forest, 

• where they retire for safety. 

There are many high mountains, the most remarkable of which is called Pcter_ 

bot, a name that was given it by the Dutch. It is of an extraordinary elevation. 

and its summit is generally covered with clouds. Many of the large rocks and 

slones, which are scauered about the country. are cleft in two at equal distances, 

from ~L'( to twt'lve inches, as if it had been the work of art, instead of some singular 

operation of nature. Beneath these rocks and stones nu are found in greal num

.pcrs, whi ch are very destructive to the plantations: however, the inhabitants are 

.sufficiently encounged in their labour. by constant demands for their productions. 

and the price that is paid fo r them. Hrnce it Ls, that the plantiltions arc increasing 

in numbe1'. extent, and value; the wood is proportionably cleared. aocl the serne of 

, uitivaUon enlarged and impro,'cd. The plantations n:quire from thirty to tWO 
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hundred s1a,fes, according to their extent; they are in general pleanntly . ituated 

near a rh'ulcl, and decorated with hedges. Thehousel are built with wood, and at 

a small dutance from them are villages of huts, which form the residence of tbe 

s13n:,; many of the planters are rich, and are continually improving their situation. 

I n proportion as the inhabilants increase, the price of their productions advances, 

and having morc than .sufficielH in the island for their domcstic consumption, in 

grain, caulC; fo'ft'J, fruits, &c. they are able to supply the \'essels which touch there, 

",,"h refreshments. 

The planters raise as large a quantity of live flock as they can, for which they 
have alwa),s a vcry beneficial sale. Il is impossible for me to calculate the number 

of illhabitanu with any degree of prtcision; but the iMand appeared to be very 

populous. The anisans and mechanics are very numerous; and when to these are 
added the sailors, ,-·ho are continually coming and going, with the military fhreef., 

and the slaves, we may svppose a body of many lhouland people. 'rhe , Iavel arc 

brought from Goree, an island on the coast of Guinea, from Madagascar, the eastern 
coa~r of Africa, and Bengal : the latter are generally pn=ferred for home se rviL'c. 
They are Gentoos. and of a docile characlcr, lhen::fore betler qualified for domestic 

purpoSCi than the olben, who are of a robust fonn, and able to undergo the severer 

labours of tilling the ground . Many Qf these slaves are ingenioul and easy to in~ 

.struCt. whkh their masten lind it.. very advantageous, as they become artificen; some 

ofwhorn arc known to gain a dollar per day. In cSle of attack, many bf these people 

may be armeo without danger, particularly such as have been born in the island. 
When the nett commanded by Admiral Boscawen threatened Pondieherry, a can. 

liderable body of them, natives of the Isles of France and Bourbon, voluntarily en

gaged in the public !.ervice, and were accordingly con\'eyed to PondichcrrYt where 

they contributed vet}- much to the preJCrVation of that- imponam forlress. 

The "'omen are ha'ldJome and very numerous, so that every artificer, work man, 

and &oIdia has a wife; they are very fruitful , which circumstance is imputed 10 the 
salubrity of the climate: they take a great deal of exercise, and are bold equestrians. 

The poorer classes of both sexes in the country, never have any covering to their 

feeL 
The tWO most cOll5iderable enabli5hment. that M. de la Bourdonnais erected io 

this island, were the ilun forges nnd sugar work.; they cost very large sums, in 

mills, canals, and machines of VariOUI kinds, to advance them (0 tbat dep of 
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perfection. which !hey have now allained, particularly in the manufacture of iron: 

the sugar worka are at Vilbague. and produce at this time sufficien t sugar for 

the consumption of the twO islands, as well as to supply the vessels whicb arrive 

there : I found it to be of a fUle grain, 35 wen as clear and strong: it is sold in the 
sbops of the island at five sous the pound. 

M. de la Bourdonnai~ and. the COUnt de Rastling, principal enginee r, di~overed 

an iron mine in one of their plantations, or at least that kind of earth from which 

iron is extracted in Europe: some pieces of it were selll l Q the Company, which, 
on being assayed, were found to produce a greater quantity of orc than common 
mines. Under the encouragement, therefore, of the Company, the mine was opened, 

and. worlu!, with all the aect'ssory machines. were construct-:d; workmen were also 

sent from Europe. and, aftt'r the usual obstacles which atrend the commencement 

of .,great undertaking1 were surmou med. some bars of iu manufacture were sent to 

France, to Mahc, Pondichcrry, and Chandcmagore. as ~mples, where they were 

very mu ch approved. Some time after cannon and mortars were cast at these 

works, and 1 have seen some of them mounted on the ramparts of Pondichl:rryt 

and the batteries of the Isle of France, where they are considered by no means in
ferior 10 those wh ich had been sent from Europe; bUI so great was the eonsum,ption 

of wood in these works, that there was not sufficiemquantity of II, in thc=ir neighbour

hood, to la$l m'ore than eight or lcn years. This, and other causes, occasioned the 

proprietors to relax in their enterprize, and at lenglh to dJ.sl,.ontinue it. Thus M. de 
la nourdonnais has transformed a desert island into a Oourishing coltmy, and I have 

every rcason to believe, that the port will give the French a decided advantage uvcr 

us in Ind;a; the consequences of which, we do not appear to consKkr as they 

deserve:. I sincerely wish that Admiral BOKawc:n had taken ii, instead of making 

an unsucce~ful attempt upon Pondicherry .* h would lhen have been a very easy 

conquest. as it did not possess iu present strength, and many of the inhabitants ""ere 

discontented, and secretly wished for a change in their governmenr. 

Both me:n and women are: strong and well made: they breathe an wbolesome air, 

are in continual exercise, and are distinguished for their medualion and tempe_ 

rance. The: w~men are remarkable for the beauty and elegance or their shape:, in 
which thty surpass those of old France: . 

• Dr. Campbell rtpmcntl the hIe of Fr&lICt, as one of tbe ficest islacds and most importallt 
placa on the a1obt. 
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Obsm'rzliMIS 011 tbe Isle nJ Fronre, by M. n acholl . 

"'hilt the lillie French colony of the Isle of Bourbon enjoyed $Orne degree of 

prosperity. that of the Dutch, cstablished in the hie of France, wu in !'I statc of' 

dislrcs.~ and decay. I am at a loss to disco\,l.".f the reason, why the Dutch ~lled 
themselves in this island, which they named Mauritius; I only know, that they 
complain(';d of the injury they had sustained, by the locusts and the rats, ~ dte}· 

abandollffl it, in 171Z, to establish themselves althe Cape of Good H ope. -

The inhabitants of the Isle o f Bourbon, on the dc:parture of the DIIICh, were 

c:agcr 10 possess lhcmselv('~ of the island they had lefl behind 11~m. which is not 

more than thiny_four leagues (rOI11 their own; the air is heah~. but though it is 

1('''5 fmile and extcnsi\'e than the Isle of Bourbon. it possesses the advantage of 

having excellent pom. and of being to the windward. ' 

In J734. the Fren~ East India Company formed a resolution of establishing 

a considerable settlement in this idand. The completion of this imponant object was 

intTllsted to M, la Bourdonnais, ~ho was born to comma nd, because he knew how 

to insure obedience, and pro\'ed, III this remote part of the globe, that his skill and 

lalents were equalled by the wisdom of hi s civil administration, To him, and him 

alone, the i~land is indebted for its aqucducu, i15 bridges, its hospitals, and principal 

magazines; in short. whatever eXISts at this day, in those islands. whether o f public 

or private utili ty. may be: considered as the work of that celebrated charaS:ler. 

From his universal kno ..... ledge. persevering spi rit, unerring judgment, and engaging 

manners, all his undenakings for the ad\'antage o f the colony, during an adminis

tration of t ..... elve ),ean. were attended with a prompt and .!:uccessful iuue. 

It was to hi.!: sagacity. that the inhabitants are indebted for their principal setde. 

ment al the Ilon.i.. wc:st pon. A le~s enlightened undersumding than his, would have 

preferred .halto the 5Outh-east, bec:au.!:e it is larger and more commodious, but lhi. 

able navigator .... 'ell \.:.new the incalculable advantages of a pon to the leeward. 

The cultivation of grain is the most advantageous employment in the Isle or 
France; as the ground annually )' ields succtfSive harve6lSof corn and maize. The 

manioc, a nathrc of the Brazils, and naturalized by M. la Bourdonnai!. is the. prin

cipal food of the .:Iav(l:, The continual demand. of dlips that put into the pon of 

this island, have made: the augmelllation of caule and sheep an importlnt concern. 

The island produces an excellent gl'lrlSS, which sprillg. up at the beginnina of abe 
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mny 1eI1Dn, and attains ils full growth in the space of iInc 1DOIIIhs: the inhabi~ 
unts avail thmuclves of this period to pasture their fIotks J .. DO IOCIDer is tho 

vegc:tMioo completed, th.n a straw succeed" which is 100 hud for the nounm.ncnl 

of animal.. The flocks and herds aben quit the savannahs. and tcek the food that 
the forestl afford them. This uraw is so dry that the least 'P"Irk sets it in a flame. 
which iJ so rapid that it is impossible to SlOp iu progress. These cooOagnUoat' 

have IOmei.imes consumed the adjoining woods. 
When rhc Portuguese di;covercd this island, it was covered with \\'ood to the 

very summiu of the mountains, in short, it was one vast forest of fine: tree&. la 

the early period of ils lCuiemcnl me ground was dared by tbe means of fire, and 
it would then have been a wise measure to have left small districts of wood at ahort 

distance. from each other. The niDI. which in the hot CO.lZ'i.r1eS arc so oecessary 
to the f'enililyof the eanh, very aeldom raU llpon those .pou that are entirely 

cleared of trees, as it is the CorellS wtuch attract me clOIIW, and draw the humidity 
£rom them; besides the cultiviltcd grounds havc no protcction against violent winds. 

The high mountains which border on Ihe harbour, and defend it from the Jllo. 

Ieace or Ihe wiods, have been clcared 10 Iheir vcry summits, ""hich arc buml up.. 
and the vcgttable tanh is precipitated illlo Lhc vallies. The lMgt trees ha\"c bccn 
_ down or ~ whicb, whelt \he bland was lim inhabited, prtxenteJ lhefe dm
pout raacwalt of tbe IUrface i 10 thai: the anchorage of thc ,"cssels iJ no longer 

protcacd from me bigh ~ aod violent wmdJ. A temporary ad"anlage induced 

,he! 6ra coloni'" to dtprive the port of that security which it ((innerl)' poueuccL 

M. de Tromelin. a Frmch officer, undertook to find a remoJy for ,hi. evil. by 
which the port should be protected. (rom hurricanes: and~ when he obcained. the 
ItHC8Sl1)' pmniSSlOn, he begao to form canals, \0 convq the torrmu from the 
~u to the sea behind the islaDd of Toanelic:r. into I pan where they occasloG 

.. ~. This able and expericnccd officer extended hi, views still fmher, uMI 
-..... by ,be applicalion of gunpowdcr.1O force. _gclhrougb • '-" ill ..... ~.iP' miabl c.lcr iDlO obe huon, mwn by obe ..... ofT~. 
k i. Ihrce ~IOII JiIbom. in lengob, by aiXI)' in bread'!>, bu, ill _ • did .-ateed"""., __ lhercfor< acccuary 10_ RIO ...-y.&.c,iD 0nIcr 

\ ........ " ~ . iDa vCMla of wac burdca. 

aP 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

An Accould oj the Ar,cblptZagos Qna &nd~bQnks bttwun tb4 AfJltfi:;t I slands , 
and the I sles oj France and B ourbon, by }.t. R ocbon.-DtScriptioll oj the 
Commora Isles by Spilbtrg. (Je. 

T fa hies of France and Bourbon, &c. may be compared, for the ~uty of tbe 

climate, and salubrity of the airtlo the Fortunate Islands.i but the former arc scpa

rau=d from the I ndian sea by an archipelago full of banks and rocks. 
The ship" which, on leaving the Jsle of France fcir Iudi:!. were forced, during the 

two monsoons, to take a long and indirect course, in order to avoid the archipelago 
to the northward of -'it; and, until it had been explored, it was dangerou$ for a 
iquadron to attempt a more di~Cl route. To the south of the Equinoclialline, 
from the eighth to the twenty_eighth degree of latitude, the wind. are soulh-eI'lerly 

throughout the year. From the eighth degree to the Line, the south-east monsoon 
begin. in April, and continues till October, when the west monsoon succeed. iL To 
the north of the Line this arrangement of nature is reversed. 

On leaving the Isle of france for India, in the fine season, the first place 10 be 
made i, the most northerly point of Madagascar: and, proceeding from thence 
bet'oll'ttn the base of Patrum and the Amirames, the Line i. cl'OSled in tbe fiftieth 
degree of longitude; and finding, on the nonhern ,ide, the we"ern montoon, the 
Maldive. arc traversed between Kelloi and Shullepar, where the \eUeJ change. ill 
cour~ for Cochip: the rest of its navigation i •• Iong the coast. 

Ships which set out from the Isle of Jo~rance, in the b~ ICUOn, fot Pondicherry, 

are obliged 1.0 make a longer and much more indma. f'OUlt: l thq bear aw.y b 

the vari.ble wind. as far as the thiny-sixth degree 01 100m btitude; and mco 
direct lbar coune so as to C.fOIS ,he Line in the eighty_fifth degree. 

The principal poinu that M. Rochon haa deaermined, are the SecheyIea I.., 
.... base: of eo'gado., SaIh. de Mala, Diogo Carcill loIe, ....... Adu 1_ 

Secheyles hie has a very good harbour I it i. atua&ed in four ckpc:c. thin:y1ip& 
minuu:s lOQ,h I"itudc, and fif'y.lh,cc degreea fiIi=I =-_ ....... -. 
,he meridian of Paris. 
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Thi. "island ls covered with wood to the very summit of lhe mountains, and 

abounds with land and sea-turtle. of three hundred pounds weight. On determining 

the sllU.tion of it in 1769. by M. Rochon, the adjacent iJtanc:b appeared to be 

inhabited only by enormous crocodiles; but since that time a small settlement has 

been made rhere, and the nutmeg and dove cultivated. In one of these i.lands. 
called Palm Island, is to be seen the tree whic.h bears that weU known fruit called 

the cocoa of the Maldives. or the sea-cocoa. 

The circuit of Diego Carcia is twelve leagues. and i. in the form of an bone.. 
Moe; it is not a mile over in it.ll broadest part, nevertheless the land is $uOicicmly 

elevated, so ail to form a border and m.ther to a bason capable of rccci\"ing the 
largea. nett: this bason is four leagues in lenglh by one of mean width: this excel. 

lent harbour has ''Al0 good entrances on the nonh side, and is :;ituated in se\'en degrees 

founeen minutes south latitude, and in sixty_eight degrees longitude, eOUt of Paris. 

Allhough this archipelago is covered with rocks, they are nOt as yet all lIlo .... 'n. 

The ancient map' of M. d' Aprt:s do not describe the whole of them. The: collection 

of cham of the ble of Fr.;ance are full of nOles, .... 'nllen by M. Rochon, which s~ew 

that M. d'Apres has confounded Anove with Agalega, and Corgados with ;),1. 

Brandon, although there were among his papers the different plans of the.sc islands: 

and rotlu, whicb contained many errors less obvious, but nevertheless of great 
importance. 

The plan of Corgados had hem taken by the boats Charles and Elizabeth, while 
that of St. Bnndon i. prinrcd in the .English pilot. These IWI) dangerous rockl 

differ e&scruially both as (0 form and longiwde; for they are filly le"guet; distant 

from one an<Xiler. Corsadoo: is an the shape of a crescent, and St. Brandon fonQ~ 

an equilatenl trianglel M. d'Aprc.,confounding these tWO dangerous isJet, ha$ 

given them a mean position in his cbarts, because he had found them on the ancient 

cbanI in me samt latitude; this pc»itioo, however, is incorrect, and h). no mean. 

uc:enains me course thal muat be takeo to avoid lhem. M . Rochon adds. on tbe 

memorable d.y wilen Vemu passed over the SUD" disk, in Lhe mood. of J une. 1769 • 

.. J could DOt~1a\'e the passag'tof that atar, important as it was,lhougb the wtaaher 

WM clear and lCfeae, u thr vessel in which J .... 1.5 embatked was la clinger of 
"·pw.cekol£Corpdoa: if_could not bave doubl<d Ihc e __ point oflbi. 
f.ipf_' rock we ..... ..... paiobed, I am Ihcrtfore j ... ificd In rca"in& Ihc 
...... ""Piaion ollhc cbarII ol M. d' Apn\L" 

a P. 
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We cannot enter at present inco a more minute dellil of tbe arcbifdago wbich 
ttparatCJ India from the Isle of France, though it-is ablOlutely nect..a;yto be well 

acquainted with it, in order to undertake the mOlt direct courlC during either of me 

monsoon" 
The following events, that happened in these seas, afford the consolatory infor

mation, that any unfortunate shipwr(:ckcd nl\;gator, tbrown on we k-id coast or 

bam" isles, may find from the fish and animals whicb frequent the shores. a certain 
subsistence. 

The ship named the Hmrtur Icl't the hie of France on the 30th of August. 176g, 

bcingbound forB¢ngal. and most l\.lleX]>'tClcdly fell in with the island.$or 
The captain determined to pass them to leeward, and 10 a,'oid. by 
the surrounding dangers. As soon as be had doubled them he look his COurSC 
north-east by north. with a view o(sborlcning his pasuge by some days: he per
ceived thai he ought .. ht to neglect any means of accelerating his arrival in BmgaJ, 
bcause the sc:ason was very rar advanced: but in thi. passage the vessel was cu' 
at rAidnighr, upon two shallows, which gave the crew no hopei of saving them. 

Icl~'d. These mallows were surrounded by a chain of breakers, whtch incrc:ued 
l.~ir alarm. AU their manttu,vrcs appeared useless" and the vcuc) was upon the 
point of going to the. bottom, when the captain ordercd the anchor 10 be case, in such 

a manner as to give him some hope: of the vC$selJ being shipwrecked in shoal . 
water. Tbis manceu\'l'C IUcc:ecdcd, and the crew were enabled to pa .. tbe remainder 
of the night in t~ !hrouds; day-break. however. did not free them from this dread

fullitunion, but at balf pan .ix in the mornillg they had some g1illllDtring of hope, 

al they perceived at a dillance a .mall sand-bank: all the crew pasK'd over to it in 
the boat which tl\e captain had taken the pru,uUon 10 bow overboard Wore the 
fata) moment when bis vetsc) was wrecked. But this IlUJCL.baak was nolbing 

more than a flat .hore, left bare by the aca at low Iide. Ja ahi:a cruel dilemma the 
captain saw no other resource than to aend hit boat &0 the coast of Africa for 
twistanee. Thee unfonuDlle people, eight hour. after their dtpa~ mec with 
a rock in their way, 'VI'hieb they c.dled Proviclmce Jalc: thil rock.1I DOC. catireIf 
1Jarm1. for they found in it freab waler, aea w .... and ~ HiDe of &be boat', 
<mr ""';ncd Ihe..., "hilst IWO 1UOII8 __ al<lllJ*id 10 ..... !hi ..... jIIt 
__ Ibo .... Qf Ibe .hip'. crew had u ........... in Ibo <II ...... ... 
lUtCGUr. TIIeir hope, - .... WU ......... II ..., _ .... hll!!J' 
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ing in which they would be swallowed up by the high tidet. The boat was three 
dan in getting there, and was too small to lake: them ,11 on board, but ,hi, ""ant 
v,;a • .supplied by a raft from the wreck of the: vessel. It posscascd the dimensions 
rcqui.itc to contain the provision" and utensils which were necc.l$ary fOr I.bc: COD_ 

strUction ofa chaloupe. The raft was lowed by the canoe to the Isle of Providmu, 
and the .hip.reeked people remained two months upon that rock, in order to 

com.truct a boat of 6ve-and~twenly feet in length. in which they had the aood 
[ot1l1ne to reach Madagascar without any further accident. Tbe Isle ofProvidcncc: 

if 9- S' latitude, and 50° longitude; and is nonh-nonh."e'lt, and lOme degrees tQ 

the we.&. of the hie of France. 
M. Moreau, CapUlin of the ;sloop Favon, dispatched from the Isle of France on 

the gth of February, 1751.10 Namporc, on the i6thof MardI following fell in with 
the Adu hies:' from hi. observation the latitude was 5° 6/ lOuLh, and according to 
hi, reckoning, 7(f' of longitude, to lhe can of Paris, He sent a boat on shore 
_'hich he was obliged to abandon, being forctd away by the eurrents. Six leaguet 
to the IOUth of these islands M. Moreau fell in with a bank, which had a food 
bottom. A narnth,-c ofwbat bcfd lhe pany which were thus involuntarily de~rt.ed. 
and of their arrival al Cranganore, ncar Calicut, has already been given in a former 
pen of Ihi. Volume. 

The Itle de Sable wu diacovered in t 1'J.1, by the ship la Diane, Capeain M. de 
Ia "'euill6e. It is Oat I .nd u not a quarter of a league in circumference: how_ 
ever, at the nonhe:m aDd southern points of it fresh water i:. to be found. at Ihe 
depth of fifteen' feet. The ship )'Uule. Captain M. de la Fargue, was shipwrecked 
here in 1761, The officers, and the ship's crew, which was for the: moSl ~r' 
composed of blado, saved Ihcmteh'es upon thj.,; small "land, They buik,. during 
.. abode of six months thtte. a chaloupc QUI of Ihc: wl'CCk of lhe \'e,..1 aboard 
or wIIich the while people embarked. They fOrlullalcly rcadacd abc .... n iJlaad or 
St. M.ry, QC8( Madagascar, after a .bon passage. The blacks n:maioed upoo 
WI totk. ill die fruitless eXpeClllion of receiving auiaance from their COID~ 
aionI, bat 11M? wae kft to pcri.sb Ihcre l,rdtbOU' a single auempt beu. rmde 
to racue &belli rra.. dadr melancholy situation. The corYCUCt the Dauphtllt 
_oded by M. :r~ .Iaoac brodac:r bas b<en aI...-Iy ..... ioocd wiah lbe 

dioaina:aioe be ........ tbe 19ab of SqaoaDbe<. '176, feU ia wiah abc hie: de 
"'IiI1>Ie.1IIII, _., ....... doopa wbida I~ III)' .pprooda 10 ia, be bod 

• 
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the: good fortune to take back to the J sic of France. the aad remainJ or the crew of 
the Utile. Eighty Negroes, male and female. had perished from d~ or in 

attempting 10 save themselves on rafts, which they bad constructed: leven Negro 

women had rt:listed, during fifteen years, all the rigoun of the IOOIl crud siWlUon 

thal imaginaton can frum. The most devated pan of this .hoal is ~n feet above 
&he level of the $t:1: it is six hundred fathom in length, aniJ abouuh'rte hundred 

in breadth. These de.sened Negroes had connruclcd a hut with the remains of 
the vasel, and had covered it with the abells of turtle I while the fcatheu of birds, 

ingeniously interwoven by the women, servro them for clothing. This i~ is 

one scene of slerilily; nOT has it any shelter from tbe fury of the sea ia.. th~. 
pellUOUS seasons. One of the seven females who had esuped the united pressure 

of hunger and delpair, bct:amc in this deplorable situation, the mother of a child, 

who perished with her. They relaled, that they had teen 6ve vend. which bad 

made: many unsuccessf,21 attempts to land on the place of their dire captivity. 

The CvmmortJ IslatUll. 
As the~ islands make: a pan of lhc: great £thiopian Archipelago, we conccift 

that tbil is the proper place to mention them! ..., before we give their panicular 

description, we shall present an extract from the Voyages of Spilberg, which will 

inform us of the receplion the Du(ch met Wilh, when they 6m c.oucbed at them. 

On his arrival at the 6nt of the Commora bland., Spilbcrg tent • boat on shore w 
aseenain the disposition of the islanders, which rewmed with •• "001 kinds of 
refreshments, and with tbe assurance tbat the place ~ight be approached in ..reey. 
On the followillg day an interpreter, with some: of the inhabitants, braucbt pnwi_ 
aioru, ror ,,-hich they were paid; and OD the Sid tbey came lO ID aoc:bar in the 
road, w~e there WIS a good bottom in thiny flthom wateT. 

Spilbcrg now ordered a ~rge cue of merehaodizc: aDd lOGIC _ of iron to be 
carried into the howe of Lbe Prince, by w.y oIleCUri1y £or the payment of wbM 
might be furnished for lhe service of the abipa. 1a WI ialaad, ~bicb ... AI .....,. 

Mohilla, there was plenty of tattle but very liu1c Ike. The PriIlCC ..... _ • 

c:oouidc:rablc experience. having .. ,veiled in AIobia _ 0Ib0r ... ' be ...... 
the PortuaUete language wilh great fluency • .tad WIt of ..... 1 .. 

took .... ddiglll iu h<.ring the 00uNb ............... It;:~::: 
IIocI beord the boq>iicord _ the hap. u be ..... " """" 
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were on board any of the ships. His son paid a visit to Spilberg, with a gTea, 
number of officers and two Turks, all superbly dressed in the Turkish f'ashion: he 
WilS received in a very respectrul manner, and an handsome eollarioo wa. prepaml 

for him, but as it was a fast-day according to his religion, he dec)j~d paruking or 
it. The Admiral made him several presents for the Queen, his mother, as wen u 
for him.elf, consisting of looking glasses, and necklaces of amber and crystal. The: 
Queen immediately JeDt in return a bullock and JCVcral goats. 

These mutual civilities inspired a mutual confidence, so that the DUlch visited 
the lown at their ease, where they received the most hospitable atu=ntions. They 

solicited their Admiral 10 comply with the desire of the King and the Qut::cn, whQ 

had expressed an eameH wish to receive him on short:. as the latter had bef:n induced 

10 come from the funhell pan of the island in the hope of seeing Illm. But the 
adventure of Rufisco was still in his mind, and made him deaf 10 their entrealies. 
though the King oO"ered his son as all hosrage: aod 10 give him a funher example 

of conbdence, he proposed. to pay him a "isit on board bis ship, and appointed the 
5th of March for thac purpose. He was accompanied by a great nus:nber of tis 

people, all dresseq in the Turkish fashion; and his visit proved, to all appearance. 

cxtn!me:ly lalisfaclory to him. He was acquainted witb navigation; and wh~ a 
globe and charts were brought tu hill), he distinguished very readily the principal 
platt. in the £aJt Indies . It appeared from his observations, thaI he lately fre_ 
qucnlM the Red Sea, of which be: had perfect knowledge. As !he ~a50n of fasting 
wa. nol )et. paued, there were no ol~r means or entertaining hlo. bUI by musical 
inuruments, and the discharge of anillery: he declared Ihe utmost saullol~~iO'l at 
the desire which had been manifested to please him; and it is not easy t.o dctenUine 
if any m::acbc:rous design was lurking behind his exterior deportment. 

Two da1~ after, Spilberg wcnl all .hare ,,·ithout giving him any previow notice-. 

and oa hi. arrival at the city, he. by chance, mct the High Pricst or tbe illiand, 

",ho IftIKd him to pay a visit to the king: he again begged to be excwcd. • 
preamt. on pN&eXC of the fist not being over i the principal pleasure of YUiliog 

being to ... and dri.... Tbe iCUOIl of rasting being compklCd, be was ooIicit<d 
more Ihao ever to go Oft _te. and take pan in the femviUel of tbe lawn: bet 
ho-ocver. made ather pnInh lOr h;, .. r ...... bu, allhouab !he King vol ..... rily 
came on boucI to eo ............ Captain Speck on hi, . oiaiag the 8eet with bY 

obij>. oeilhor dIiI pot_ IICII' die ..... '" "vilaiaoo of !he Pn-. could. 
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overcome his I'C'SOlulion. In the meanwbikl the Jbip', crew carried Oft their uaflic 
" .. ithout entertaining the lca~ suspicion of any treachery: bul. on tbe 8,11 of 
March, tftc: eh.taupe and a canoe having been ordered out with cig~-and4weqty 
rom, to take in water, they did not. return as \rill UlUal, at aunlCt. In vlin were 
lignals fired and repc!ated; and the night passed without receiving an:, ~ ... of them • . 
Next day a while flag was hoisted, and aU tbe neceuary pttcauuons were taken to 

pre\'alt a sudden atlack: no body, ho .... ever, appeared upon the ,hore. neither 
did any canoe come off. nor was any lip) made to answer thote of the: Oeec. 
So strange: an event exciled the greater alarm iu the Admiral, .... afler lOCh • 
diminution of his forces, the crew that remained. half of .. hom wm: .iclt, was not 

~ufficient to give any hopes of succeeding by ,·i?ltnce. Ahbough be had 10ft 

his eh.loupe and canoe he could ha\'C!: landed some 0 -hi. men near a Albwb 
of about twO hundn;p houses, called the Fi,her'1 &bllrb, .nd I' leut demand: 
the reason of an cycnt lblt confounded him. Confidence and fiiencbhi~· ""' .. 
reigned vo'itbOUl inttmJption throughout their interc:oune: aor bad &berc arllen 

tlw! least dispute between the Dutch and the blander.. It was, bJwever, to be 
bred, thai tho", who landed might be cI<uitI<d like the ..... ~ would __ 
.. rily produce iOme leu of hostilities; they thm:f'ore: got under WIY, and ha,dag 

stood into Ihe bay. Ihty made fresh lignal. of lheir preparalions to depan. Al la" 
Spilberg, discouraged at so many uscle" endeavour., relOlvcd to sail for ,he hie 
of AnjotJan, where the Qu~n, then IOVcreigo or the four Commora [standi, 
ordinarily hdd her coun: .... ith thtl design he weiahcd 1DChor, but bia SUrprilC 

Ind grief were much incrc.ted when, blving aood off both Anjouan aad Mayoua. 
be r .. nd .. the inbabi ..... the ..... obRinacy in DOl obewina ~...,...ruting 
'" an.wer 1m ~8"aII, although they formerly blVlJ&bt thefr '0£ .... _. r",.ly on 
board the I\a: •. , prudence. bowever. would .... . aIIow IUoD ID ..... on lhe .... 
;dand.. AlIa .. the rulCOlllenu of the .ick, and .... i ...... lrility or rr ........ 
priso.1eb, cauaed him to call tbole who were in a cc.Iicioa to bear him, to wimal 
thai h. had DO....,n 10 reproach bi....u- &.r .. had ..... wd, and ....... 
iMrrt" of 1 .... maller, oblipd bim to Cid' , )iI ,... ,....,.. 

.... -'Iy approved, and they ill"'lcdi..., "" eiI, 
wl;o _lbu. a~andoned, and ...... "'-;;'_ 

b 1"'. oad "'''''g''' pcr_ of .... ... 
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Description qf the Commora Islands. 

The Cammera Islands, which are situated to the norlh-north-~t of Madagascar, 

.re five in number; the largest gives its name to all the rest, although thcother four 

have each a particular name, which are Mohilla. Angareja, Johanna and Mayotta. 

Though the I sland of Commora is the largest, it is, nevenhe1~. in every <Xber 
respect, the leas&. remarkable; it has no safe road for shipping,.. and the inhabitanU 
3re so barbarous and uncivilized, that Europeans have never ventured to make a 

long abode there: they arc, in general, jealous of stranger., and have a paniculac 

aversion to t.he natives of Europe. It is said, tbat the cruelties which the Ponu_ 

guese exercised the first time !.hey landed there, are the cause of this suspicious 

dispoulion. The Island or Mohilla is of as liule consequencx as that of Commora; 

it is very seldom visited, nOt only on ac count of the inhospitable diJposition of iu 

people, but also from there not being any convenient spol for shipping. 

AU the islands, however, are extremdy fertile, well sloclwl with cattle, sheep. 
hogs, and birch of different kinds; they produce likewise sw~t and lOW' onn~ 

c.iuons, bananas, honey, sugar-taR?, ric.e, ginger, cocoa. nuU, &c. 
The hie of Angareja is inhabited by Moors, who traffic with different parts of 

Ihe cominene, and several of th~ i~lands in the east, by means of their ITuju and 

other productions of the island, bartering them (or calicoes and other cotton manu

factures. The bread used in these islands is made of the kernel of cocoa nuts, boi'ed 

or broiled, and covered whh honey i their drink is palm wine, and l' juice extracted 

from the sugar-cane, which they leave to ferment, or the: milk of the coco:.-nut. 

They ~ver let stn;ngers see their WOlmn without a permission from tbeil' chie&, 
or an order brought by the stranger himself; many of than speak and write the 
Arabic language with facility; and some even undcrStaoo the Portuguese Wlngue; 
lbia advantage they derive [rom their trade in the Mozambique Straits, which they 
carry 00 in "essela of about forty tons. They build their houSCI with stooe aDd 

lime, made from alcined oyster shells, with, which they conr lheir waDs and 
roofs; their window, arc shaded hy the leaves of the paJm..lItt, whicb proteCt 

lbem at the same lime fiocn w- violalce o[ the: rain, and me excesaive beat of the 

IUD. The: govcmmern 01 thia We is arl5locrabcal. aDd it conducted by ten of ill 
principal inhabi&am.. 

The iIIaad of Mobilia i. IUbject ... ""tan, whole children lIlare hi • ..,1horiIy u 

aQ 
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viceroys over different districts of the iaJand: thryall take the tide of IUltan, though 

lubordinate to the authority of their father; and each of them bas his guards, his 

crOWD, his sceptre, and all the other symbols of royalty, with a numerous court. 
The sultan never appears without being atLCnd«l by twenty of the principal persons 
of the island: and, on these occasions, he is clad in a long robe of striped calico, 

which hangs from hi s shoulders to his feet, with a turban on his head. I The people 

also generally wear long garments of a similar Sluff; they continually chew the 
areka or beetlc nu!, like the Indians of the Easl, to whom lhq bear a great resem

blance in their manners and aaions. 
The hland of Johanna is the most frequented by, and best known to, Europeans; 

who freqUCOlly touch there for refreshments, ill their voyage to Bombay or the 

coast of Malabar. This island is in twelve degrus twenty minutes south 1001itude I 

is thiny milcs in length, fifteen in breadth, and abOUl fourscore ill C~;C~:I';;:~:~ 
although certain parts tj it arc very mountaino us, it is equally pleasant and 

the wi! is naturally good, and its various rivers render it abundant in a11 the 
ncuessaries of life. 

To give an idea of the beauty of this island we shall relate the account of 2b 

excursion made into the ililerior pans of it by Mr. Grose. It it as follows:-

c. lVe set out very early in the morning, with a design of penetrating about six 

miles into the COUntry before tbe .on should incommode us, and it was no commOD 

undertaking, considering the mountainous surface that we had to pass We had 

taken our fo ..... ling_piece&, in the hope of killing game if we could atu.in the summit 

of the mountains. whither they retire; but, notwhhstanding our utmost eRoru to 

climb up them on our hanch and knees, we found it impossible. and were obliged to 

cOJUrJ'll ourselves 'With the small birds that we found in the vallie., and on the hill. 

whoat ascent we "had accomplished. We breakfasted on pinc •• pplc!, and the milk 

of cocoa_nuts served to assuage our thirst. Towards noon we arrived at a 6ne 

lake. on whose banks we 5aldown to make another repast, and 10 ebjoy the natural 

cascades which fell from the rocks, and, by blending their 5Cveral noises from their 

rCipecUve distanCCl, produced a iOrt and agroeable kind of water.mu.ic. 

Ii The orange and lemon tree., bending beneath the weight of their fruit, dispersed 

a fragrance that embalmed the air: there were, also wild pine lttel, which be«. 
fruit of thirteen inchea in circumference, and of a mc:we cx.qw.u DavOUI' &baa thole 
1 have since caten in India: our guide. abo poimed out to III a great DWIIbcr at 
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guava Heel, and particularly a trcc whose fruit rC3emble. our damsoo, which leave 
In agreeable flavour on the palate several minutes after it has been eaten: they alt 

grow without any regularity or order. and receive no advantage from cwtivation: 

some cover tbe tops of the mountaio". othen shade the ..... ater-faJls, or thicken in the 
vallie,; the whole forming a terrestrial paradise. in compari.son of which the finest 
gardens of France, with their statues and canals, their panerreJ and their fountailU. 
exhibit but a poor and meagre scenery. 

"\'Vequitted with regret this charming spot, after having admired its beauties, and 

which $lill added morc to our pleasure, having nothing to fear from wild beasts. or 

poisonous animals. Vle then returned to our lent. well rewarded for the fatigue 

we had undergone in our excursion." 

This island produces several other kinds of fruit besides lh<»e already mentioned_ 
among which there is a remarkable kind of sweet orange; it is about the size of .. 

common lemon, but of a much more delicious taste than those that grow in PortU_ 

gal. The principal domestic animals are cattle, sheep, and bogs; the bullocks arc 
of a moderate size, like those in the East Indies, and are remarkable for large Dahy 
excrescences on their backs: their flesh is very sweet, and the excrescence, when it 

has been well salted, eats like marrow: lhc natives prefer it to the tongue. 

The ~joocb abound with monkeys of different kinds, but there is no beast of prey. 
or venemous creatures: there are also two animals of the monkey kind, one is 
called the mongoo, and the other the mauaulo. The mongoo is of the size or a 

amall cat, and . il$ htad resembles that of a fox; iu eyes are black, with a yellow 

circle round the pupil: near tbe eyes the skin is black, and descends in a point to dIe 

nose, which is also black; but there is a small white space between the eyes and 

the nose, which condnucs from the face to the ears; the upper part of the head, the 
hinder parts, the tail, and the limbs, are of an ash colour, ..... bile the ~y is while. 
the hair has a tendency to wool; the feel resemble those of a man, with 8at nail" 

ucepl 0Qe .harp talon on the hinder feel; the tail of this animal is" long. and iu 

hair i. thick and 10ft; iu actions resemble those of the monkey J it liveJ on fruits 

and herb., bUI, in general, will eat ::my thing, not excepting fish. There are several 

kind. of these, but they do 00t appear to differ, except in their colour. It i. gentle 

in itS nature, Iud bu no Ippaltnt means of deftnding itself. 

The mauaulo is or the aize of a common cat, but iu hody and limbs an: muck 

sQ' 
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amaIIer; iu tail iJ twice the length of dw. which natun: hal givea 10 the cat; iu 
snout i. long, and relCmbles that of a (ox: the iris of the eye i. a b.iIIiam yellow, 
its face and can are wbite, but iu OOIC i, black; each eye i. lurrounded with • 

large circle of the same colour, and on the ,ides of the head and eyebrow. there are 
long $tiff hain, resembling the whiskers of a cat, the crown and the hihder part of 
the head are of a dark ash colour, and the hair, in those pans, i . lonp than ~ 

of the face, but the binder part and tbe sides have a slight tinge of nd; ,Fie k:g. 
are of a light ash colour I the upper pan of the feel is white; the fore feet resemble 

the human hand, with. thumb and l'Iat nails, while the hinder ones are re:naruble 
fot the ,iu of ill principal t~. and the inside of them is covered wilh black hair: 
the skin in every part bas Ihc .ofuless of vdvet. This animal has cwo teats on Ihe 

breUI. which have the same po.ition at in the monkey species: the: tail i, covered 
with fur. and decor.ued with large alternate rings of black and white: when it sleep, 
ir reJU ita nose on ill ~lIy. brings all iu feet togelhcr. II if it were 'ining. aod 
guarda ita head with ita tail. 

The black mauaulo U: of the $aUJe .iu as thai we bin just detcribed, it of 
me .. roe gentle nature, and soon rcndcml familiar, though it haa all the trick, .nd 
&neue of a monkey. Ita head is like that of a fox, wilb a pointed ,nout: it au in 
a Jining poitUre, and hold, ilJ food with it. paws. 

There are several speciee: of fowl, and different lc..indl of game, hut the inhabi_ 
tants are 10 awkward in tbe we of nets and rowling~picce,. that they seldom kill 
any of them, 

The lea abounW: in different lUnda of excellent fish, and the islanden Iff very 
Kilful in taking them. they consia of lhe ny, the muUet, and a flat fiab tbat 
reaemblt. our turbot 0 but tbe IDOIt remarkable iptties i. tbe pttOquet fiIh, so 
named &om the resemblance of iu 400UI to the beak of !.hat bird: it i, about I 

foot long. and of a grt'Oli.h colour •• potted with yellow: ill fin. arc blue; iu eye., 
which Ire wry lively, are of the aame colour, with a yellow iri.; the Kak. are 
larse. aad it lw two row. of teeth, with wbicb it c:ootrivea CO open the IDUlClei and 
oyltCn: its flesh i. very firm, and of an exa:Uent Oavour. 

"The natjve. of thi. i"and are, io seoc:nl, tall. robu ... aod well made, but the 
women art: inferior to the men: Ihey have, aU oIlbem, Iona black bIir. piercinl 
ey.., aDd ...... ooIoari. bctw ... oli,. aDd block. TIle poor poopIellYC ....... 
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with twigs, interwovcn .... itht and coyered by, a coat of strong gAIl: while the roofu 
protected by a kind of mat, made of the leaves of cocoa trcea. The upper orden 

have houses built of 'lone, cemented with tempered clay. 
Vegetables and milk form their principal food; but instead of oil and vinepr 

for their A11.d, they use a liquor wruch they extract from the cocoa~nuL Penoru 

of rank are distinguished by tbe nails of their fingers, which they suffer to grow to 

an immoderate length; they also paint them with the alkana:. which prodUCCl 11:1 

or-mge colour: this fruit is found on a panieular kind of 3hrub. &hat grow. ia 

marshy plltces. They generally wear large knives attached (0 a belt which is fas
tened round their middle; the handles of some of them are of silver and agate. 

The lower 'ranks have no other dreSl than a piece of coa:-se cloth tied round tbeir 
loins, with a son of cap upon the head, made of any kind of stuff they can procure. 

Those of the rank above them wear a shin with large sleeves, which bangs down 
upon a pair of drawers, and coven a waistcoat made of a thick or ligbt uu&'. 
according to the season: the higher orders wear turbans. 

The women ate clad in a kind of jacket and petticoat, with a loose robe, and 

..,..ben thq go out,~lheir face is covered with a veil: they are very careful in adorn

ing their legs, their amu, and their ears; they wear in the latter lucb a variety of 
bilublea, in the form of pcndanu, that the lobes of them are dra'ft'n down to their 

shoulden; Iheir arnu and wn .. arc decorattd with a number of braccle:lS. made 
of glass, of iron, of copper, of lin, or of .Ivet, according to their rank and rOnUM. 

They suffer their c.hildren, both male and female,. to be naked uU the age of lCTeo 
or eight years, a custom very general among the people of the Ea.st; they I..OfIsider 
beal as more hunfulthan cold. and are of opinion that a frtt access of air CO every 
pan of loor bodtel tends to 11rengd'le" them, and is much more favourable to thtir 

powlh than if they were enveloped in clothes: thus, in their opinion, the infaDII 
and crnklren arc preserved from many maladies to wbich thrue are subject ~bo In: 
cdueatcd in a different manner. Health is tbe principal object wilh theM people. 
and tbey hayC the good. Knse to consider it u the 6ru Melling of lift. 

Thtyare ra:nukabIe for their amplicity. obliging dUpo&ition, and boIpitalitYI 
which otlen cxcecd.lbr:ir .anl of indulging it: their manner. prnerve lhaL nalUral 

.fpu ...... ..bid> proweo Ibo •• bey hove .... ye. bcca cwrupt<d by tho aru of lhe 

Il>OIC civili"" -'<I. 
T10c tIoIiPfW ....,....... of.their cu- .... them ittdokor, ODd _ !" 
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,morous indulgence. They of len avail themseh'eJ of the liberty ,, ·hlch their law. 
aUow them. (0 divorce their ""h'es on the slightest pretences, and from the mere love 

ofvariclY; tbough they generally have tWO or three wives, and as many concubines 

as Lbey can maintain. They will uk freely for what wiU give them pleasure. but 

they are by no means addicted 10 theft: they treat the English, in I'ahicular. with 
the greaten cordiality, from a principle of gratitude, for the (lSential assistance 

which they formerly received from them in their wars with the people of Mohilla: 

at the Arne time they are extremely jealous of all other European nations-, especially 

of the Portuguese, witb who~ usurpations on the sbores they are 

'well acquainted. They trust, for their defence, to the in the 

interior pans of the island. and consider them as the impcnclrable whic.h 
nature has given them. 

Their tOngue is a corrupt Arabic, blended with the language ~.nguebar, a pan 

of the continent opposlf'e to them, aocl rrom wbence, it is pro,"ble, that the Com_ 

mora hies were originally peopled. The ""hite people among them, who arc genc
rallf of an devated rank, enjoy a superior degree of consideration. They dcriye 

their colour from a connection with the Arabs and European., with whom tbey were 
formerly more connected lhan Ihey are at present: they have, indeed, adopted the 
jeaJousyof the Arabs, as well as thcir religion and manners; their religion is, never. 

tbeJess, a grou kind of Mahometanism, corrupted by the remaihl of their own 
aneient aupc:rsuuons. They hate and fear the devil to such a degree that they 
aometime. bum bim in effigy, as a mark of their detestation for that common enemy 
of the human race: they abo believe ,"ery much in ghosts, and their fear of them is 
equal to (heir faith in lhon. In general, the religion and manners of the inhabitants 
of theae JeVcral ulands bear a strong resemblance to each other, and only differ in 
certain usage. and cUllom •. 

'l1lere are ICveOly~t.hree villages in this island, beside. the town of 10hanna, wlltte 
the king resides: the inhabitanls are supposed to amount (0 one hundred and thirty 
thousand ; the town of Johanna contains about twO hundred houses, the gratclt 

pan of which arc inhabited by tbe principal ptnonagec of the country; they arc 
built of Aone, but are very low, except the king's palace, which is high and JPIciou.: 
.trangen arc permitted a fi-oc entrance into the anlk:hambcr. but Ihc ocher IfU1-
menu are relrn'ed for the royal family. 

The: title of King is given to tbe chicf ot mi. j,land: in fact. he poir.r. aD 
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unl imited power over all his subjects, as well in religious as temporal concerns; he 
usually resides about nine miles from the town, and seldom comes therc, ucepting 
when European vessels arrive there; he is, on that occasion, accompanied by a 
numerous equipage. and seldom fails going on board. where he is entertained by 
&he captain. and saluted at his arrival and depanure by 6ve guns. Of this circum

stance he is very jealolls, not only on account of the private satisfaction he receive. 

from it, but moreover, bttause it is a mark of esteem and impoTiance, which renders 
him the more respected by his subjects. 

Every captain is obliged to obtain the king'" permission before he can traffic with 
the inhabitants J to obtain which he has only to make him a small present of Euro
pean manufactures. 

Of As soon as a vend," says Mr. Grose," ha5 cast ancher in the road, it is imme
diately surrounded by a great number of canoes, which hasten to bring refreshment. 
of all kinds. II is agreeable to see the confusion and eagerness of the rowers to get 
the first to theihip I wben the sea is rather boisterous, it often happens that they are 
overset, bUI WithaUl danger or their lives, as they are excellent swimmers, and sustain 
no other loss man their small cargoes." • 

Some years ago the idanden, who u~d to come: on board with refreshmeots for 
the crew, such as fresh cocoa.nutS, plantains, birds, rruits, &c. bartered tbern for 
handkerchicf"s and millinery articles, glass bottles, pieces or iron. and every kind of 
ready-made clothes, without cilting for money; bill at present they bave learned 
to know the value of coin; nor are they any longer so eillger after uifles as they 
were formerly: they now insist on being paid in money. fire-arms, gunpowder, &c. 
for their goats and sheep. 

Thus the most simple characters, when they come to communicate with the world, 
aleh w habilS, and learn iUl artifice. 

The only private details we have or the isle of Mayoua, on which we can depend, 
is thai of Commodore B. Francis Beaulieu, in an account or his expedition to the 
EaSl Indie.· be .ay •• Ute island or Mayona is low, cold, and damp; that it abounds 
with provi.iona and fruits, and is covered with verdure; but is not inhabited on 
the lCa~shore. The udt, he says, carried him 10 the west, along the (Oist, to a spot 

where he perceived a veucl: he aceordingly tent the long~boac., with ten marincl. 
"ho bro. back word that it was a vessel of rony tons, coming rrom La Mecca, 

aDd that lbc capWnj lIkiD& &bcm for Dutchmen, hillel sent .U bis mercblndizc uII:ft. 
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The captain or the vem:1 ,hewed bim tWO letters, one of an English c.ommanc\cr~ 

named Martin, aDd the other of Captain Banner, by which they il1fo~ their coun. 

byrnen, that they found many refreshments here, paniculaely in ~ruit I but had not 

been able to meet with any fresh water; and that linen and paper were much sought 

after by th,e iuhabitanls; but that great care was to be taken not to indispose them, 

as, with all their friendly appearance. they might do much barm. ., The road being 
surround~ WM rocks, the Arab capuin advised me," (continues Commodore. 
Bealieu) t . not to approach the island without a pilot, I accordingly se nt my boat 
on shore with rum, and he returned in the afternoon with two of the inhabitanu, 

who, before suoset, brought the vessel to an anchor in a place of 'CCUriIY. I then 

sent back the Arab captain to his vessel, with the .trongest assurances that we had 

no bad intention." and of our friendly disposition : I charged him at the ~me time 

with a letter, wriuen in Spanisb, containing the laDle aswrancel to the king of the 
island. 

IC Soon after tbe king Jent lOme of his principal favouriteilO assure us or his 
friendthip. and of hi. inclination to furnish us with all the productions of the Island 
whieb-we might sland in need of; on which 1 sent him, a. a present, a dagger with a 

s,ih'er handle. two fine knives, a ream of paper, and a looking-glass., which he reeeived 
with great satisfaction. and in return sent me a kid and some fruits. At the "me 

lime I begged the Arab caplaio, who was then an shore, to buy me some provisions, 
promisjng to lend him the nc:cew.ry merchandize ta be given in exchange. He an_ 
swered, tbat the inhabiWlU of me wand have such strange ideas, lhat tbey would not 
conclude any barga.in of the value of a .ingle real in a day, nor would buy one 

.lingle yard of linen, without calling in aU their rt:latiow: and neighboun to ru: upon 
the price \My were to give for it. I WaJ likewitc: informed, that a Ponuguex Jndia 
.hip baving betn cut upon this island about lhree yean ago, &be in~bitanu had 
"'pplied menl5elvet 10 abundantly w;!b European goocb, ohal tbey were 110 loop 
af any value. 

"The following day, I obM:rved two veud. of the councry, and IDIdc the captaina 
come on board, who informed me thal &hey came &om die ialaod of Mayoua. _ 
they were laden with rice .nd dried li.h, bound '" M_b... The IICJI1 day they 
rurnished tit with as much rice, peas, and hunl beef, .. woul4 ter'ft u. four ...... 
whicb ""' ..... pte, .... raclion ..... eouIcI _ buy .., ..... _ .... ... 
bah ..... widIout • coeudenble delay; beaida, I ...... 10 ......... ~ .... 
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fOr the day before, as we were employed ill sounding, in order to east anchor, 
&orne of them made UI ligns to come to a spot where we observed a long ridge of 
rock.; [rom whence I concluded that the profit they had gained by the shipwreck of 

the Portuguese India vessel, made them wish UJ lO undergo the same face. Finding 

afterwards, thu tbe water was bad and bracIWh, we set sail again, and quic&ed lb. 
island. 

'We now return to the Isle of France. 

• 

• 

aR 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Ercllrsion oJ 1If. St. P;t"t b, tbe Is/e of .franu .-Des"iptiolt of the Cavcrn.
A Tour round tb( lsla"d, Sc.-AccOimt oj an Hermil.-Ils Commer,e, Agri
crdlur~1 aud Slate oj Drjcnce.--Obsrrvaliolls on the [slaua, by the Abbe ROJual, 

and M. Alunro. &c. 

A s the following details will increase Lile local knowledge Qf the Isle of Fnnce, 
we think proper to insert them • 
• " I had b~n. a long time before, invited by a planter on the u .... ,1.11 

M. de Men in, to pa him a visit: he lives about seven leagues 

and availing myself of his pirogua, which came every week to the part,r embarked 
about midnight. The pirogua is a kind of boat, made out of one pict:c: of wood, , 
witlroars and sails, \Ve were about nine perscnu in il . 

•• About half past twelve at night we rowed out of the port : there: was a strong 
swelling sn, which broke heavy upon the reef,: and we were often within the ~u.rf 
of the breakers. without perceiving it., as the night was very dark. The maSW' in
formed me he could not continue his \'oY'$e before day_break> we therefore went 
on more • 

• , 'Ve bad probably run about a league and an half when we came to a mooring, 
somewhat below the Linle river. The Blacks carried me on shore upon their shoul_ 
ders ; after which they took two pieces of wood, one of the: velvet tree. the olher 

of bamboo, &nd lighted a fire by rubbing them together. This method is very 
ancient, the Roman. made ute of it, and Pliny say" there is nothing better for that 
purpose than ivy rubbed againll I.urel. 

,. The men seated themJelve. round about the fire, ,moking their pipet, whith 
consisted of a kind of crucible, at the end of a thick reed : lbey pa.ted them round 
10 one another. I dillributed lOme brandy among them, tod laid mYlClf down 10 
.I~p upon the wxl. wrapped up in my clolc.e • 

• They owok< me as.;n., fivc o'clock, in onIcr.1O nkmbark. Doylipl b .. iac 
appura!, 1 .w me iummil of the mouat.IinI covered wiab &hick ckNdI, PIli d" 



HISTORY OF MAURITIUS. 

gpid1y along: the wind drove the thick fog into the vallie., the sea foalQed. while 
the pirugua c.arried its two sails, and proceeded with great expedition. • 

" When we were upon that part of tbe coast called Flicq-c:n-Oac.q, about half a 

league from land, we were ovenaken by a 'quail, which "Obliged UI to strike our 

sails: we were to windward of the shore, which, ~ing lined with lOCks, it wu 
impossible for u. to approach. At length, however, after various difficu1ti~ we 
gO( to the mouth of the Black river. where we disembarked. and were received by 
Illy friend with those attentions which indonnified me for the inconveniences I had 
suffered. Hi. estate comprehends the whole of the valley which i. watered by that 
river. and is very imperfectly represented on the chan of m.e Abbe de la Caille: 

he has omitted a branch of dlC mountain which i5 on the right bank, and is called 

the Marne du Tamarin; besides, the course: of the river is not in a straight line: : at a 

league from its mouth it tum! to the leff. That learned astronomer con6ott1 him_ 

self principally to the: circuit of the island, and I have made some addition to the 

map. as laid down by him. The country about the Black river is abundant in 
tvery thing ; game, deer. river and sea. fish are in great plenty, the latter of ,.,bich 

are easily taken: to these may be added, the land and sea turtle. This plantation 

is conductt'd with great urder and regularity; the huu of the Negroes are ranged in 

• line,like the tents of a camp; and C3ch of them has a lillIe garden, in which be 

cultivate. tobacco, dec. Sheep and the domestic fOwls, are in great number: 
grauhoppers do • gmt deal of mischief to t~ plantation~; and it is very diffi_ 
cult to lranspon .ny weighty anicles to the town, as the roads ~re almost im
pasaible by land, and the: wind eYcr contrary by sea. After baving reJ>O$C:d myself 

aome day •• 1 determincci to return to the town by a circuitous way through the: 
plains of Williams . 

.. I .ccordingly set oR" at twO in the afternoon, in order to s1c:cp at Palma, a plan

titian .1 the: dilCance of three. leagues, which belonged to M. Cossigni: the: only 

way to it i. along 6II'Iali paths among the rocks, I was coruequently obliged to 

lnvt'I 011 loot. 'When] had passed the chain of mountains that stretches along 

the Black river, I found myself in a vast forest, of which no part had bttn 

cltued. The pub conducted me to the only plantation in \his quarter. and it 
paar.d cloae to &he houIe. The muter of it wu at hi. door. without any covering 
to his Ie, .. aDd the aleeYa of bit shin tucked up: he was amusing himselr with 
rublooa IlDOIIIr.ey over willi mI mulberries, and wu bi_lf bedaubed wilb lheir , R. 
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juicc: he '4"a, an European, and had enjoyed a consi~rilble ronune inFran~.: .. bich 

he had dissipated . 

• , In ab;'ut half an hour I arri ... ed Oil the banks of the Tamarin river, ",·hose 

waters run with grc::at naiae and rapidity over a bed of rock. The NeST who 
accompanied me all a. guick. found a ford, over which he carried me on hi. 

aboulders. I saw before me lhc: very lofty mountolins of the Trois ].{Qm6l/tJ, on 
the otber lide of .. ·bich lay tbe plantation of Palma. Here. however, 'Io'C lost our 
way, and after a variety of difficulties, and .uffering the eXlrewiry of fatigue and 
thir". we arrived towards midnight aL Palma. where, in the absence of the master, 

we received ever)' kind of allemian from the. overseer of 1m. plantation. At an 
enly hour in the morning J set forward to visit M. Jacob, who lIVed in the upper 

part of the plains of William.. I passed along 'a large open road, and arrived, at an 
early hour, at the habitation <X that gentleman. 

U The air of thi, pan of the island i.s much cooler than at pori, o r the place 
",hich I bad so lately quilted, and in the e\'ening a fire was not unpleasant. This is 
the bpt cultivated quarter of the "'hole island, and is watered by ICveral rivuleu; 
some of which flow through ravine. of a frightful depth. In my relum to the lOwn, 
1 paucd by one. called la r;vitre Prl!lolfd,. the road being close to lhe brink I 
when I fOl,Uld myself in a stale of elevation three hundred feet above its bed. the 
,ide. Ire covered by five or six stages of large trees. 

" AI 1 de.soended towards the town 1 per~\'ed ,he hat gradually renew iuclf, 

and Ihc: herbage insensibly lose iu verdull:, till I arrived at the: port, where an 
URi venal aridIty Jnvajl .... 

Deuriptiolf nf tbe Caverlf . 

Near the Greal river there is a .mall eSlablishme.nl, coruilliaa of an hospital and 
lOme magazinet. There the aqueduct begin. which brine' water to the lown, and 
on the top or a &mall rising ground, in the form of a .ugar-loaf, is a kind offon 
~hich defend. the bay. 

In .aboul three. quarten of a league on the ocher aide of the rinr, to the WCJt.. 

ward, and in the midat of .oods. i. the mouth of ahe cavern. On cnterint Lbe 
plain, it reltmblcio the hult: of il cellar, the vault of which .. raliln in. Sevaal 
rOOll of ,be .. apou h •• g perpendicul>rly down, and dooe up _ pan of .... 
........". 
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In order to descend into this aby" you must first provide yourself with ",ax lightl 
.nd flambeaux: when you have gone down iii dozen stcp. on the rocks which 

form it, mouth, you then find yourself 'in a \'ast 5ublerra~an place, me vaults oC 
which are of black. rock, in an elliptical form. It is about Ihiny feet wide, and 
twenty high; the bonom is very c105t, and is covered with a fine earth, which ,he 
rain_water halO deposited there. 

On each ride orlhe tncro, round the upper part.i .. a kind oflarge bead and mould_ 
ings, wbich probably have been form~ by the dripping of waler ill the rainy seasofU, 
The nlilll\ei think thal it is the aperture of a volcano; it ha., howe,",r, more the 

appe'arancc. of having been the bed of a subterraneous river. The vault is covered 

with iii shining and dry varnish, formed by a kind of stony concretion which spread. 
itself over the projections, and in some paru of the floor: there is also ferruginous 
incrustations, which crackle beneath the feet like icc. 

After a comiiderable length of passage, the ground become5 perfectly dl)', except 
at about three hundred paces from the entrance. where the. vault has fallen in, and 
the external water filters through the eanh, and forms some humid spots. • 

'From thence the vault continues 10'lll'cring, till there is DO proceeding but OI1lhe 
hands Ind feel : a stifling heat is found to prevail. There is a snange kind of plant 
found here, whieh is full of a milky juice: it resembles a roOt about the thickne" of 
one·s finger, and upwards of len feet long. \oi'jroout branches or leave., or the kast 

appearance of having ever had any, although it is entire at the lWO b:ltemities. 
This cavern is capable of being formed into superb magaz.i/ll~s, by building walls 

10 prevent the water from enterin~ into it. 
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Dimensions oj tbt Cavern. according tD ibt: ]r.{,oslIrrnltnt rf Ib, },{ofqiJis 
D 'Albergali. ....... 

The ground is ,-cry dry in .11 this part of it: Ihere}The fint \'lUh{Height 3 
2fC allO RVcr.al chinks which nm along the whole from the en· Brc:adth oS 
breadth; the entrance is cut.oonh_cul - trance - Length 22-

The ."btern.n~1 pusage turns to the nonh-e.ut} ThC IttOnd' 1 {w h 
ODC. 'Ju:mer rut; the ground il dry, Ind throughout f th 'fi" t B ~ ~ 2 
this part is I kind of cauKway or parapet about twO ro",! e rsl L' ~ 6~ 
and a half high, &ce. _ • _ turmng - enl' . 

The VIUIt turns to the eut_north_alt. and two} r 
degrees thirty minutes north: at its eItremity it has Third \'Iull (rom tHCight t 
but four f«t in height, but it rites again within a few the aeeond Bre:ldl~ 2. 
fathom. : it is StOP, and damp. and tome Imall petre- bend ~ - Length 48 
factionl arc obtc:rrable in thll pan of it -

Th~ parapets and mouldings;ontinue on tbe Sid«;} {II . b 
Ib~r~ is' also a sp~e of aboUt" fifty feet, filled with F h I B elgd ~ 3 
1I0nes, detached (rom the \":lub; the palAge Ctlnli. oun vau r I r~a ~ 8' 
nues in a !I raight line _ _ ~ngl 5 

ttalns on 10 the nonh-welt qu:trl~r north fi"e de_}Fifth vault, thinl{ H8 ti~~lh ' 
,red west _ _ _ bend _ rUul 3 

Length 311 

,To the nonh_welt qu1rtet north two dtgreeilhirlY} Sixth vault, {~r~!:~~ I 
minutes - - - - fourth bend , ~ h 3 

....,ngt 15 

To the""e t quarter north two degreellhirty mi_} Seventh nult, {~r:~~~ ! 
nutCl, - - - - 6fth bend Length 26 

,To the west quarlu south.west two degrees thiny} Ei~hlh vauh, {Height r 
"\lnutes WQ( _ _ _ SI,un bend Br('ad.h 3 

Lenl;th IS 

.To lhe north_west C!uan~r north twod('grtes thirty} Nimh vault, {~~~~ i' 
mlnutt. nonh - - - Sc"enth bend 

Length 2 

M. de St. Pierre penetrated no fan her. 
To the north_west three degrea: thirty minute,} 

welt, )'OU are obi iRed. for one_third of this vault, to Tenth nuh, 
enwl upon the belly. it wa. (or~'ly of caPer Eiahth bend 
:l.CCCU. - __ 

AI the end there are lOme moilt placeJ' and lite} {Hdltht 0 
vault thre~teNi ruin in two or three pattI ' _ Eleventh nub =: 

F~ . 

• • • 
5 
• • 
5 • 
2 

• 
3 
2 

• • • 
• 3 
• 
• • • 
5 
• o 

• 
2 

• ,. 
• 
• • o --The whole len" .. 341 • 
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DtScriplion 0/ a Tour rOUlld tlu Island.-

ff Standing along the coast, from Fort Blanc towards the Icft of the port, the sea 

opens upon a sandy low shore to the point of the battery au. &b/.e;. The battery 

of Paulmi is also built there; it would be impo"ible to land upon this ahore. be
cause, at the distance of tWO musket.shou, nature: has defended it by a ridge of rocks. 

From the bauery of Pautmi. the coast is steep and perpendicular; the aea breaks 

upon it in such a manner. thai it is impossible to land there. As to the plain, it is 
impracticable to cavalry and artillery, on account of the great number of nones witb 

which it is covered. There are no Itee! here, but some mapus and velvet trees : 
the ruggedness finishes at the bay of the Liule river, wbere there is a small battery. 

" Near this spot is a colton mill, invented by M. de Srligny,t it is turned by 

water, and composed of a number of small metal cylinders placed parallel to one 

another : some: children are employed to put the eollOn between two of these cyli!l

defs, which passes and leaves the: berry behind. This same milllike ... ise supplies 

a forge with wind, threshes the com, and makes oil. Here M. de Sdigny discovb"ed 

a vein of pit.coal, the traces of an iron mine, and an earth proper for malliag 

crucibles: at the same time he perceived that the .shes of certain aquatic plants. 

where are I species of the nymphea, burned with coa1. produce gla5s of different 
colour .. 

"By a pathway. which is only • gun_shot from the bank. y~u come to the 
river Bellcisle. which is passed by a ford. At a quarter of a league flom thence, the 
path leads through a wood to the plantation of M. de Chasa\. This district, which 

is ca\led the PlaiN of St. Pierre, is still more rocky than the rest of the journey. 

If The wbole coast i, very steep. from the Little river to the Plains of Sl. Pierre: 

the soil u ,tony, but very well calculated for the culture of COlton: tbe coffee that 

grows there is of a good quality, because the ground is dry: it is more abundant in 

moist situations, but diminishes in flavour. Tbe river Dragon, ~bicb 5UCCceds. i, 
fordable. al well u that of CaUet, which come. next. The coast now ceaacs to be 
steep. and. it ia commodiow walking along the sea~side. in a large plain which leads 

• The ~ of Y. de St. PWfft in 1769. 
t It wu M. de Selian, wbo tracN Ollt • channel to the .bip Ntptune. wbleb ftD IIfO'UId La 

dae blllJ'iclM or 1760 J tbtre ... two iron rakes worked by hro larae wlxdt c:arriId ill boate, tIto 
~. DC thew wbotb wa. iOCNUCd b, actine upon twO teTCtl IUpportC by nib. 
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10 T2mcrin Cove, which is about a quarter of a league broad. Nothing groWl 

there, though COC01iI u-ees might be planted with JUCCtU: to the right there is a 

brook of indifrercJll waler, which runs through the Vo'oods. 
" 10ere are \'anous placer wruth are no longer co\'cred by the sea: large shelll 

and fouiis pro\'C, that it has receded frOID this roast. 'Vhere the Jea dj'plaYI itself, 

Ix:yond the reefs in the offing, there is a kind of hollow bollom, or natural covered 

way. Cannon might be: placed there with great effect; but above all. roads are 

necessary. and there are none. 
" About a league from the Black river, is the plantalion of M. de Meuino. 

Fro~ the Tamerin Cove to the riv;trt Noirtl, lht: lea beach i. sleep. and along 

the foot of the rocks there. are abundance of crab •. 

.. The boltom of .he Cove is und, and vesscls may land there. Then: is no bat
tery on the sandy point 10 the right of the river Noire. By ercwing the peninsula 
of Ihe firS! Black river, which is covered with wood, 1I0ne •• and long grass, you get 
to the shore; at low tide there are a .::reat many oysters sticking to the rocks along 
the,"coast . 

• , After hning paued the two rivitru Noires, lhere is a brook that falb into 

we sea, facing a 'mall island called Tamarin Islet. At low water it may be: gained 

on foot, as well ai the Islct of the Mome, where sometiffiCI vessel. ride during 
their quarantine. 

If Here are blocks of ferruginous rock abounding in mineral, there is also a ridge 
of rocks which SLJctch out from the rit'iere Noire, a. far a. Marne Dribant, which 

is the mon '" indward point of the iiland: there is a passage behind the Islet of 
Tamarin. From thence you arrh-e at the plantations of M. Ie Normand, utuated 
on the Ita-shore, and lhree leagues fanher to Belte..ornbre, in which M. Etienne 
has a concern, between which is the point of Corail. At the point du Corail, the 
sea enters the island between two chain. of rocks formed into a Pf!ak: you must 
follow this chain, walking through broken path., and c.linging to the roch. The 
mO&t difficult is on the other iide of the Cove, in doubling the point called the 
Cape: in ltonny wcather this pawge i. impracticable; the sea is here engulfed, 
and break. in a dn::adful manner. ln calm weather small vessels enter inlO the 
Cove, at the bottom of whicb they uke in a lading of wood. On the lef, bank of 
the river du CiJro"nitrl, vessell are built of about lWO hundred 'Olll • 

. "' From the planWioD of M.le Normand. all this part is covered wi&h I eJdiabtful 
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verdure, it i. a Avannah entirely clear ohock, and lies bdwem the: sea and tbe 

wood" which are very fine toward. the point of St. Manin. 
, • .Before you pus the Cape,there is a large bank of coral that rises to the height of 

fifteen fcct, and [onns a kind of reef, which me ~a hat abandono:l! at the IIottom oC 
it i. a long pool of water, whic.h might be convened into ill huon (or waJl vc:ssc:r.. 
From the Morne Brabant there i. an inclO$UJ"c of breakers, which admit of no pas... 
sage but qpposi;e the riven. . 

ff .Between the rttfs and the coast. the water" YO)' clear, and admilJ or teeing . 
forest of madrc:porz of five or six feel high. They TC$emhle trees, and lOme of them 
even bear flowers: differem kind., of fish of every colour swim among the branches. 
and others are seen that inhabit the: most beauliful shells. 

If The poIt called J acotet, if! a place where the sea baving penctnt.ed inland, Conn, 
• round bay, in the middle of wbich is a uianguJar ide-to This cove is surrounded 
wilh • bill which gives it the form of a baJOn, and it has no other opening but that 
towards the sea.. At the extremity Jevenl rivu1eu pus over a 6ne pod into it, 
which come from a lake of fresh water that abound. with 6sh. Rounc:1 the l~e are 

Itveral .mall hills, .... ,hich rise behind each other in the form of an amphit~tre. . 

and are crowned with tufll of trets in pyramidical and 61her pleasing shapes: behind 
and above them all, the palm tree. rear their tufied heads. All this mau ofver .. 
dure. which rise. in the midst of the mossy ground, unites with the fore.sr: and a 
branch of tbe mountain ... ·hich stretcher on towardi the Black river. 

If There are IOmetime. troops of Maroon Negroes in the environs o~Belle-ombre. 
In 17691 there was from twO to three hundred oftbem, who choose a chief, whom they 
obey, on pain of death. They are forbidden to touch any thing in the plantations 
of the neighbourhood, 0( to go along the frequented riven in search of fish, &e. 
In the night time, they de&eend to the ICI. in order to fUh I in tbe day time, they 
bLlnl the deer in the interior of me forests, with dog. well trained lOr that purpose. 
Wheo there i. but one woman in the gang, ,he belongs to the chief; if thae are 
.everaJ of tbem, they are in common: they put to death, it is laid. the cbildren that 

are bom from ,hem. in order that their cries may not discover them; they .re 

occupied all tbe morning in casting lou to foretell the f~te of the day_ 
n A very good port for small vesx:ls mighl be formed at post J lCOlet, by extract

inc lOme banks of coral from the buon. The arm of the tel near the .. vannah. 

ICrve. for embarking. The whole of tbiJ part is the finest ponion of the ia1ud, 
as 
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neveftheleJI it 15 uncultivated, because it is diffic:uh to keep up any c~unic.ti01l 
with the princip.l place, bach on account of the moLlntain. in the interior, and the 

difficulty of relurning by lea to windward of the .port, by doubli ng Morne Brabant. 
.. The left bank of the ,aY~nnah ;s more fUggt1i than that of the right. The river 

des Anguilles jl SOI'lle-.'hat dangc:rou.; tbe bt:d it full of roeks, aoo the current 

rapid: some springs of a ftrruginoul nature fall intO ii, which covers iI. waten whh 

an oil of tht: colour of a pigeon's neck. 
" The river du Poste runs with great noi5C over rock.: ill walers are very tran ... 

parent in dry ~'eather. and it i, fo rdable about a cannon.ahot from the mouth _ 

of it. • 
.. All the coast from the a'rm o f the sea, near the aavannah, i . rugged and un

appruachabk. The rive", wbtch fall into i( are very much incloso.l i SO that it 

would be impossible to procet:d on horseback: the march of an enemy, therefore. 

might be easily arrene6, each rj\"u bting of a frightful depth. It is, at the ... me 
time, one o f the fineJt dimictl of LM idand. 

Of After an hour's walk this fine mossy verdun; wbich begllUat the Morne Brtbant. 

i, ~ no more, and is succeeded by a very rocky country, like the rest of the 
island: its gran, however. is a fine 50rt of dog~gras •• proper for pa5turage. The Irm 

of the lea of Chalan i. fordable, on a bank of And, and penetrates inland by 10 

nar~o ... a passage, that it might be mclosed with grate., and made a large I'ttC'ptacie 

for fish. 
~ The rivers de la Cbauz and 411 {}-eole. are very deq>1y embanked; bdween them 

atld the princip~1 Pon there an: ICv~l plantations: the environ. of this port, It aboot 

lhl'« quarte:r. of a league from the rive:r de. Creolu-I a~ covered with nlaAgo u"et:.: 

the whole landscape i. charming. ill it is intersected by bill, covered with plan. 

utions and grove~ of orange trees. The ruKlc:nce of the ..... it about a league 

from the pori, whid, i. R kind of walllOwn, c'olttaini",4boull dozen house •. 

The mo.t re:markable edifice. arc a mill, in ruin., and the government house, which 
if not in a much better cODdition. Behind this little place i. I large mou .. ain, and 

before it is the sea, which fOrml a deep bay, IWO 1cacueJ in breadth, reckoniDg from 

the rcd". which aubracc itl opening, and rour league. in k:ngtb, (rom .he puint of 
the cwo Cocoa. to lhal of ,he D;Qbl4: it very ollie" ftquiret. 'I'nOIICh for vftII:tt 
to corne uuahcr rrom Pon Louis. The ~ .. n wa. fi ... inhabited by the 
DulCll,. "" 110 .. oIRady oboerv<d. aod _ or !heir ...... __ ,til -no, 



• 

HISTORY OF MAURITIUS. 

which serves for a chapel. There are two entrances into thb: porr, the one by ,he 

Point au Diabk, and the other, which i5 the largeSt) on the side of an i.sl~ ncar 

the middle: there arc: batteriea on these two places, and a third, cilled the Battery 

de la Reine, al lhe bottom of the bay. Whales frequently enter into this har
bour, from the lOuth, and might be ~,ily harpooned. This coast is most abun_ 

danl in 61b, and the finen sbells are collected on it. There are purple oysters at the 

mouth of the river de la ~bauz, and a kind of crystallization in the bed of the river 

Sorbes, w_hich is at no great dutance from it . 
.. The air of the south-east port is of an agreeable freshness, the country beautiful 

and fertile, but the town is almost abandoned, the principal settlements being at Port 

Loui •. 
,. The mouth of the Gral/de rjviere is about four leagues from hence J it is &Orne

what larger than that which beart the same nam", near Port Louis. The: sbore is 

inte~cted with coves, where the mango trecs nourish: it is probable that the 

aeed of them was brought by the sea from lOme island more to windward. To we 

left there il a chain of high mountains coverul with wood; "While \'crdam hillQclu 

are scattered over the face of the country. In this district a considerable num

ber of cattJ~ an: bred: but though pleasing to the sight, it is fatiguing to tpe 
traveller. 

,. The Point au Diable is 10 named because the first navigators perceived, it is 

said, the nocdle to vary here, withoul being able to ac{;quO[ for it. Two leagues ftom 

thence is a new houseofa:one .. situaled on a rising ground, and helongingro a rich 

planler, M. de la V-. The mouth of the Grand rivitre is not n;1Vigablet on 

account of a sand-bank that runs across ii, and a calcade which it forms abvut 

half a league up it . 
.. 1'~e is a redouttof canh built upon the left bank, at the beginning of the road 

which leads to Flacq; where you here enter a fine grove of orange trees, nt:ar to which 

thue is a plantation. The whole length of the shore is scattered with rocks • 

.. A qua"~Or • league beyond the rivilre Secbe is a path on the rigbt, whicb lead. 

towarda the IlCa-lhore, and (0 a lake of fresh water, whel'c there is a POSt of thiny 

men. There the .bore begillf to be practicable; and there is a small ann or the JCl 

or considerable depth: here and there the sand is scattered with .Iones till you meet 

a long meadow covered witb dog.gra... AU this pan is dry and banen. die wood. 

'ow and win, aod &,U'Ctchint to the dilla'" mowltains. This plain i. throe agues 

as' 
• 
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ov~, and doe, not wear the appearance of CcrtililY: it IprtacU itself as far as. 1C1tJe .. 
mtnt called ,he four Cocoa.., where there is no Other wiler but tbat t a brackish 

wdJ, dug ill the melts, ..... hich arc full of iron arc . 
.. A path on the left leads to the woods, where the roclu re-appear. The river 

Flacq is crossed by pl.nb. at about a ,qulrter of a league [rom i~ mouth: the 
pia mat ions here arc numerous, and mere is also a magazine situated on the left 

bank, and '. post commanded by a captain. 
" The quarter of F1aeq is one of tbe best cuhivated in the island, and produces 

large quamitie. of ricc; there: is a passage between the rms which allow the gauleues 
to lake in LIleir cargoes close: to shore. 

"Near the poA. de Fo),eJt" almost the whole aItbe COatt is covered with broken 

rocks and mango trees . 
.. The Cove des AJKrtttes, a considerable arm of the Ita, is fordable. At ~ornc: 

distance from thence is .he Cove ous'&qu;n,. Large beds of rock are teen here, 
pierced ~' il.b a great number of round holes. a foot in diamecer; lOme of wbi(".h are 

of consldcrable depth. It may be p~sumed that tbe lava of some volcano, having 
< 

formerly flowed down upon a part of the forest, had conaumed the trcet, and left ,be 
aperturC$ empty which they bad occupied • 

.. From the post of Fayllte to the river au Rtmpart the Oat coqntry continues: 
this qUiI.rtcr is likewise well cultiVlcM. 

,f Having passed the district and rivb-called /0 Poudrtd'Or.l.rge woods succeed: 
the .oil i. good, but there u no water: beyond these: is me river des Oilronni,rl, 
and a plantation belonging to M. Gole: there arc then four leaguet of uninha. 
bited country bd'ore you arrive at the Poinl, des CalUHJltitrs. In the diatrict of 
Pomp/t;l1l0UIUNbe ground appean to be exhaullcd, nor CAD it well be Olherwise, 
as it has been cultivated during I period of thirty yeu .. ~t being restored by 
manure. In the dry alOM ,be riven lo P Ol/dn ~ SIebe, and des u
lattitr; are fordable; but there is always a ruaoing IU'cam of {rem waacr in their 
rupC:ctive c.hanne1s. 

If The island contains wrec: churchu: me 6n! is .POt't lAuis, Ibc ICcond It tbe 
Soulb.tosl Port, and the third. which i, lhe m,* c.ommodious. y "P •• JII.uMUIf. 

1 A very bandaome ItTUC1Ule of dJ,is kind hal beco COOIlruc.led at Pori L.i4, but 
it w .. raiaed to auc.b an elevatiOQ lhat it w .. ahakea by &be bu.rriuna." 

1< ..... in lbe coune of \hi •• our .bat M .... s.. I'i£lrc I,." wilb ID iIfcIIIiI.'" 
rye she following accouQt of bi, IOlil\ld~. 
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• , 'Though I do not behold. from my hermitage, which j, crnbosomed in a forM, 

that multitude of objeclt which present themselve. from thiJ dC¥at«i shuation, 

it i. not without circumstances peculiarly interesling to one who, Jike myself. 

looks, for hi, bell sadsfacUom. into the Rcret recesses of hi. own mind. The ri\·tT, 
which flows before my door, takes iu course: in an uodcviatiug direction through 
the woods, prescnting lO my view a long canal , haded with trees of every foliage. 

There are the ebony. and cinnamon trees, with others of various name and fig\lre~ 

eol"lriched and varied by lufts of palms, which rise above the rest, and whose lOpS 
rcuing, as it were, upon the summit of the wood, gives the appearance of one fo~ 
resting upon anolber. The creeping planu of diver. kinds, form alternately aKade. 

of flowers, and cunains of verdure. The gro\'c, dispense their aromatic odours: 
and, in the season of their flowers., the passenger beart: on oi, garmenlS their delight

(ul perfume, long after he has quitted the .hade of the trttl on which they blow. At 

the close of summer, several kinds of foreign bird! arrive, by an incomprehetuible 

instinct, from distant and unknown regio ns, and over a vast extent of ocean, to col. 

lect the grain which is yielded by the: vegetable, of tbi, island ; while they eutivep, by 
the . plendour of their plumage, the foliage of the trtt:s, wruch are embrowned bY the 
,un. Among other., there arc various kinds of parrots, and the: blue pigcon, called 

here the Dutch pigeon. Monkie" which are the domiciliated inhabitants of lhe 
fortst, amuse themselves amona: the dusky branches; sometimes they are suspended 

by the tail, and balance themselves in the air; at othe r times, they are seen leaping 

from branch to branch, with their young ones in their ann.,. Here the murderous 

gun has never alarmed these peaceful children of nBlure: here nothillg is heard but 

the eric. of joy, the warblings of'birds, and the murmur of rivulets," &c. 

Commercl, AgricullurI, and Dr/ell" oj the i sland. 

ThiJ colony impona its plate from China, iu linen and clothe, from the Indies, 

ill alavel and cattle from Madagascar, a pan of it! provisions from the <4pe of 

Good Hope, iu money from Cadiz, and its administration from France. 

M. la Bourdonnai. wiahed to make it an entrep&t for our commerce. and the 
'bulwark of our Itttiemenu in India. 

It hal been .uppoeed ihat d\C commodities, cloth. , tinen. and manufolclurc, of 

France, would have lufficed for d>e consumption of the island; and tha, the conana 

ofNorma.dy "ould be pnicnl>l< to !he 1ioens of Bengal, for .he aLa.... II'» cer • 
• 

• 
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fain that money alone augfYl to be tbe drculating ... di''''~. 
nobody pUll any confide"",,_ 

Of all foreign coI.m1nes, Madasascar i, the mOIl neces .. ry to its commerce. 1M 
acCOUnt of iu ,lava and cattle. 

If i1 was seriously intended to place tho commerce of this islan4 if! , nouri.hing 
situation, it would be neceS5.ary to clear POrt Louis from a number of hulls of veacl$ 
which choak up the~, and the more so, as they are fOnlling thcmselves into a 
kind of reef by the growth of the madreporz, with which they are O\Icrioaded. and 
in ,ome measure petrified. 

They who have great property in lanw which may be catily cleared, particularly 
near ~ porI, should be compelled to dear them . • 

.seallS of burthen ought likewise: to be increased, especially assc" so UNfut in 
mountainous coumries; an ass carrying double the load of a Negro. . 

It ~uld be likewise necasary for tbe administration to cODsult husbandmen, 3S 

to the propc.rest mode of culth" ling the island. 
T)lere are a great many soldiers, to whom land, might be gi\'en to clear and cul_ 

tivaie; it would ~b.Q be a politic tnealW"C: to many them. Had this plan been pur
sued, the ..... hole island would have been in a. connected staLC, and there V,ollid have 
been a nlirKry of J ndian soldiers and sailors. 

l\Taturt has amply provided for the defence of the island, which is almost sllr_ 
rounded. ;at some di$lance from the shore, by a range of breaker.: ",'here this nnge 
is broken, the coast is fanned of inacccuible rocks. In short, the island itself would 
be inacceuible were it not for lOme passages bet~een tbe reefs. of which there are 
e~even, formed by the currenlJ of the rivers, which are opposite to them. 

The exterior defence of the iiland, therefore, con~islS in preveDliog all access to 
these openings; aome m~ght be ,1JlIt up by floating cbIiDa, and others might be 
defended. by batteries buill on dlore. 

AI • boat may be worked between the reef. and ,he shore. gun-boac. might. be 
wed, to advance the fire when tbe palUge i. M 100 peat • distance from the caoaon 

on tbt c.oaa. 
Behind the reefs the Ihorc i. of easy Icceu, bul the Icceuib1e p ............ be 

...derod inopractiqbl .... they ... b«ome .. the • .....,;,y of .... 500_ ,...: 
it is om, aec:au,., to plant maneo tree. lO produce thai. cfkct.. In thole pIN of 
the .- wIIidI it coooiotually bea ... by tile wa_. if ........... lie _ ...... of 
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• 
..... tJ.IIt ~t .... jftm acce.ibJe, as they are not 'f'ert extensive, they_migb" 
berder...-nded bX eomtnOJ'J walls, chevaux de frise, &c. On ..,.lI'nall &andy &pOl 

• mingo free. might be plamed, whose roou and branches wc1uld interweave in such 

a manner as to prevent any boal ' from landing; at the ome time it is nec:eaary 10 

ale lOme precaution in plal)ti~g these trees, that they' may not choak up places they 
were intended to preserve. 

This isle is in a circular form, and each river coming from the centre may be 
coruidered as the rays of the citcle. The banks on the side of the IOwn might have 

their declivities increased by planting raqueues and bamboos, while the ground 

should be raised at tbe distance of tllI'c.oe hundred fathom on the opposite ,ide:: lhus 

the ground bc:-:tween the twO rivulets would become a kind of ranification, and each 
of their channels would be a ditch not easily passed: an enemy would nOt be able 

to get to the lown, but through a thousand dlfficuhics. This system of defence is 
applicable to all islands of a small extenl. where the streams always run from the 

centre to the circumference. 

T~ twO mountainous projections which embrace the town and Port Lous ~ire 
no derence but towards the lIC:a: a citadel might be constructed on the Isle of Ton

nelliers, whOle batteries, placed in co\'ered ways, would discharge ill level flre. Mor

lan, which ,re 50 destructive-to ship •• might also be placed there. To the right and 

left, IiIS ral' as lhe mountains, the ground might be strengthened by the lines of a 

foni6cauon. Nature has alro!'ady saved a part of that exptnse, to the right. and the 
river des La!anierl ~otects the frooL 

At T~ extremiTY of the bason, anq behind the town, is a large piece of ground, 

where all the inhabitants of the town, and their slaves, might be assembled. The 
other .ide of lhe mounlain is. inacceuible, or might be easily made so: 

There llo also allower .ery -.singular advantage in we mO$l elevated part of the 

mountain, behind the town; as at the spot called la POUC~, there is a considerable 

!pace covered with large u~s, from whence tWO or three small Itreams of ve.ry .nne 
water islue fonh. It il impossible to aUlin Ihat he.ight but by a very difficult path: 

several 3nempt. have indeed been made, by employing gunpowder, to gain a 
• 

communication by it into the imerior part of the island: but the oppOsite side of 

the.e mountainl presenu a molt foghtrul d&livity, whicb Negroel ,nd monkies are 

.Iofj~ capahle of ascending. Four hundred men in lhi.s post. with a sl.Ifficacnl quan

tity of provilions, could nevM' be reduced by force of arms, and (he wbole ,~iaon 




