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might mreat to it. J( to lh~ae natural meant or dercnee are added, d.- tIbidt 
~nd on govern_nt, auc.h as a aquadron of mipt, ..... body of la. {oreca, .. 

~my ~'ould hl"C: the follow ... obatades to encounter. 

Fil'$l. • nl\,.1 engagement. S«ondJy, .uppottog that the squadron should be 
bealcn. it might nevertheless delay the conquerors in forcing them 10 I~ windward 

of the i.land. Thirdly. Ute difiiculty of landing, at lhe eoan cannot be attacked but OD 

poinu, and never on an extensive fronl . ..Fourthly, the pauage of every rivulet mUll. 

produce a bauie, with gre.1. disadval)tage to lhc invader. Fift.hly, tbe aide. 011 whicb 
the town can be DcSieged is of 1m¥! exlen~ and, unckr,1i fire from the mounaaio that. 
command. it, while tbe lft'.nchc::s mu.st...be opened in a TOCk. Sixthly. if the &.arriloA 
were compelled to abandon the lown, thq Yo'Quld find on an -height of the moun

tain, an impl't:gNble redoubt. provided wilh waler, whert they might receive sup. 

pliea and succour (rom the interior pan of lhe island. 

ObUrT1IJtiotu 011 tbe Isle of France. by the Abbi Ra),nol. 

" ,'rhere an: many mountains in tbe Isle of France, Lhe highest of whidl has ..." 
hundred and tv.·l!nty_four fathom.. Although the soil be. in .. U 'pam, covered wich 
.tones, of a greatcr or IclS lit-c, 10 that it cannot be tilled ""iib the plough. but must 
be worked with the .pack, it is, nevenhelcfS, fit for °maDY pUrpoSCI. "('hough more 
superficial, and ICI$ fertile lhan that of Bourbon, it is more generally su.s<:cptible of 
cultivation • 

.. This illaDdJor • long time" enpgcd the apeculation, rather tbao tbe indWlty, of 
ill poslC:lIOrt: and !.hey waSled llxir time in coojeeture. c:onecrnlng the advantlceS 

whldl wou\d be derivc:d,from it. 
6f Some were in(tined to make a central maT\. of it for allindiaa 1PCfChanclize. 

which .... as to be brought thither on Indian bouom ...... &ben Ibippcd on board 
French vene!s, which wen: never to proceed farther. A cwoI'o&d advantage evi-
dently tole from lhis Kheme: fir~ tbe u ..... were kucned, u boch tbe pay 
and the maimenance of Indian uikn ill very vi ...... ipd secondly, me ibipa crew. 
__ elfcctually pre .... ed, al 'hey ........ ,...,ed 8n:aU1 IRa 1M ~ 

of the YayaSe alone, and still more freqUCMly from &he clialuc. rl"¥U, in 
Arobia and 1IooP. Th1. plOD, bow .......... wida "'oppon. il ... lioood ... 
the: ~., .ouId (.1I1n<0 ,on_p'o WIle. cbq dUplay .... ill ... diow>& 10&1. 
",Ides, • navat force .u8icieDl to (:n5Ure rapect. 
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CI Others, agreeable to a new 'Ystem which mgaged tb6r .• ttendon-, 'Were 01 
opinion, that the inhabitants of the hie of France should be alJdwed to trade to 

India, wbich they bad never yet been suffered to do. The supporten of tbis I)'stcm 
maintained, that the proposed freedom would prove an abundant aource of wC3Ilth 
to the colony, and consequently to the mother-country. But the island WiU then i. 
want of both veueb and specie; iL had 00 article for txponalioD, nor any means o( 

consumption. For aU these reasons the experiment proved unsuccclSful; and if 
wu rClOlved that the island should be entirely confined to agriculture. 

ff This new regulation gave rise to freJh mistakes. Men were Iml &Om the 
mother-country to tbe colony, who neither understood husbandry. nor were accus

tomed to labour. The landJ were distributed at a vemur~ and without distin_ 

guishing what was to be cleared from that which was already in a ,talC for cultiva .. 

lion. Money was ~vanccd to the planters, not in proportion to their industry, 

but to the interest they could make with the government. The Company, whd 

gOt cent. per cenl. upon the commodities tbe colony drew from Europe, and 6fty 

per cent. u~n those tbat were aent in from India, required tbat the produce oJ; the 
country should be delivered into thdr warehouses, at a very low price. To com

plete the misfortune. of the colooy, the Company, who had kept aU the power in 
dldr own hands, broke the engagements they had entered into with their subjects, 

or rathcr with their . Iave •. 
U Under such an administration no improvements could ~ expected. Discou

ragement threw most of tbe colonists into a state of inaction l tbose wbo had come 

share: of indultry remaining. were either in want of the means tbat lead to pros

perity. or were not SUpporled by that strength of mlncLwh~h enables men to aur_ 
mount the difficulties which always attend on new ICttiemeDts. Those who had 

an opponunity of seeing and observing tbe ~griculturc: of the Isle of Fnnce. fouod 

it lillie better than what they had aeen among the savages. 
$< In 1164 the government took tbe colony under itt own immediate conU'OUI. 

rrom that period to 1176 a population has been successively formed there of six 

thowand tbrcc hundred aud eighty_.ix while men, including IWO Ihousand nine. 

hundred and fiAy-five soldiers, eleven hundred and nincty",nine rree Negroes, and 

twenty-five: Ihouaand one hundred and firty four slaves. The caUJe on the island 

have also been increased to twenty_five thou~ tbree hundred and .ixty-aevca.. 
aT . 
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" The coffee~trc;e haa employed a considerable number of pia en: but lhe 
hurricanes, lhat have succeeded each other with a fatal rapidity, ba,e prevented. 

for JOmc lime, any advantage being deri\'ed from these plantations ; and the govern • . 
ment itJelfhad endeavopred to check ~t, by the dLitics lItat have been laid on it at ill 
going out of the: island, and its entrance in France. • 

Tbree lugar-plantations have been established. and these are sufficient to supply 

,he: colon),. 

« No more than forty thousand weight of cotton has ye~ been galhe~d. This . 

last commodity is of a good kind, and every thing promises an increase: of il. 
The campbire, the aloes, the cocoa..lrec, the agallochum, the; sago, the carda. 

mom, the cinnamon tree, and many other vegetable •• peculiar to Alia, have been 
nawrali zed in the island. 

" Some: iron miocs ,Rad long been discovered, but it has been found neec-Slary 
to abandon them, because they could not support the competition of tbose in 

Europe:. 
" i ll is wellJmown thal for these. two hundred yurs .. the Dutch have been enrich. 

ing themselves by tnc Iil le of cloves and nutmegs: to secure to themselves the. 

excluAve trade of wac anic}es. lhey have destroyed or enslaved the nations that 

were in poSiewon of toose spicu; and, lest the price of them should fall, even in 

their ow n hands. toc), have rOOlcd up most of the trecs, and have f~qucntly burnt 

the fruit of thox: the)' had preserved . 
• , This barbarous avidity. which has so often excited the iodigJliltion of other 

nations, ~ strongly exasperated M. Poi\'re (who had t,ravelled all over Asia a. a 

natlWllin and a philosopher), thai he availed himself of tpe authority he was in_ 

trusted with in tbe hie of France:, and lelll men into the leall frequented parts of 
the: Moluccas, to ae:arch for wlut avarice bad for 50 long-a time ~ithholden from the 
reu of the world. The labours of thOle intrepid and sagacious navigators in Wheyl 
he had conllded, were uowned Wilh success. 

On the 17th 'of June, 1710, they brought to the: hie of France four hundred 

and &fiy nutmeg and Je\'enty clove trees, Icn tbouund nuuneg •• either croWiD" or 
ready to grow. and a cheat of clova, ICvcfll of which had thol forth. Two 

yean after &biI another imponalion wu made. m\Kh more ~ble chan ~e 
rormer. 
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., Some of these .precious plants were carried to the islands of Seychelles, of 

Bourbon, and of Cayenne; but dl( greater part of them remaiotd in the isle 
of France; and all th.ose which were dimibuted among private person, perished. 

II The c"rc of the botanists, and their tonnant attention, preserved. at fim, in • 
the king" garden, only fifty-eight nutmeg. and thirty-rigbt clove trees. In til;.( 
month of October, i715. two of the latter bore nowers, which were changed into 

fruilthe ~Xl year. . 
f. That which we have ~ is small, dry, and meagre. If they are not improvea 

by a lung naillraliulion, the Dutch will only have had a faLse alarm, and will remain 

the masters of (he spice trade. 

U Sound policy has given another dcstination to the Isle of France. The quan_ 

tity of corn there 'mu5t be increased, and the crops of rice ex'ended, by a more judi~ 

cious distribution of the waters: it is equally important to attend to the multiplying 

of the callie, and to the improvement of the breed. 
ff These objects, 6f the first neceW. were for a long time inconsiderable. 

although ii. was an easy matter to fonn pasturages. and the soil yielded twenty fold. 
Only a few-years ago it was suggested to the government, to buy up, at a Sood 
price, all the grain which the planters might have to sell ; and, at this period. the 

harvesu were increased. tr this plan be uninterruptedly followed, tbe: colony will 
soon furnish provisions for its inhabitants, for the navigators that may frequent ;u 
roads, and for' the armies and fleets which circumscanccs will. sooner or later. bring 
there. Then this island will be the bulwark of all the 5t:ttiementl which rranc~ 
possesses, or may one day acquire in tbe Indies: the centre of all military opera_ 
tions, offensive or defensive, which her interest will oblige her to underta1r.e, or 

.. to lusuin, in these distant regions. 
0' It l~ situated in the African sca, just at the entrance oftbe Indian ocean;: and 

though very much elevated, ils climate is temperate and whole~me. & it lies out 

of the: <ommon uac;k, its expeditions can be carried on with greater secrecy. Thote 
",ho with it were nearer (0 our continent do not consickr that if il were. it would 

be impouible to pau, in a short time~ from ita nnd, to the most diltan( gulfs of 

t.lr.:ae regions, which IS an inestimable advantage to a nation that has no sea~pon 
iD IadiL 

.. Grell. Britaia tees, with a jealous eye, her rival. posseued of a settlement 
where the ruin of her property in Asia may be prepared. At the brukiOS out 

aT. 
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of a war her utmost. erroru will certainly be exerted I'gain.t I celon,. t~1t threaten~ 
her richest treasures.. What a misfortune for France, should abe auf$::r herself to 

be ckprived of it ! ! 
Of Yet what have we DOt. to (earl when we see that to this day no care has been 

taken for the defence of Ibis island ~ that the means for this purpose have aJway. 
been wanting, or misapplied ; tbat the court of Versaillcs. lfrom yca I to year. has 
waited ror~ the dispatches of the directors. to come 10 a determination on -this point, 
just as one would wait forthe return of a courier from the frontiers; and thal even 

at the time we arc wriling. there is sLiIl perhaps a di~pule. respecting the kind of 

protection which it is most expedient to adopt for a seulemalt of ,bit importance . 
.. It 15 the general opinion of seamen, that the security of the Isle of France must 

depend entirely on the na\'al forces: but they acknowledge that theac forte, cannot 
ful61 this intcntionJ till they have been sheltered from thoJe .hurricanes. so frequem 
.and so terrible, whidl,jprevail i n thel,C latitude, from the month of Deeember to 

• 
April. A great number of merchantmen .' indeed. been lost, and whole sq~_ 
droos have received so much injury, even in Port Louis, tbe onl,. one ~ wbich 
seamen at praent ~resort, that too much labour cannot be bestowed in guarding 
against theat dreadful evenu. For a long lime the government paid lillie atteDtion 
to lhis important object: it hal, however, at length determined to dig a large har w 

bour in this road. in lhe hope that ship., of all dimensions, may one day find .a 
.!Jafe aJ)ilum there . 

.. This busineu annot be advanced )'Iitb tOO much expedition: but supposina: 
it executed with every pOllible success. the maritime force wou1d still be in.ufficient 
for "the defence of the: c(;lony. The stalC will never subject itself to the e>."pc1lCC of 
maintaining collltantly a stationary squadron in u~ latitudes; and it is possible 
that tbe i.land cay be attacked in lhe absence of the fleet, which lilly abo be 
destroyed by sickneu or by a storm: let it be a altong or • weak one, it still runs 
"the: risk of being beaten, and even if it were victoriou •• an opportunity lilly bave 
been IClzed of landing troop. during the ~ction. The.e troop! would immediately 
march onlO the pon, and make themlClves maslCfI of it, a, well IS of the Viclorioua 

ships, which might have taken .hell.el' there, in order to rtfiL 
" By lhU; man~vre, which is • very limple one, • valuable seulelnCDl woukl 

fall, without suikin,g a blow, 'into the hands or aD COIerprwng aDd skilC,,1 a.I,. 
'.f'beae apprehensions, wbicb are weD founded, argue the DDCellicy of fonificllinN. 
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c', Some engincen have imagined, that batteries, judiciotuly disposed. along the 
• (out, would be sufficient to prevent the besiegers from landing; but it has betn 

,inee ascertained, that the island is accessible to boats in the greatest pan of iu 

circumference, and that even, in several places, a descent could be effected by 
force, under the protection of the men of war; this plan, therefore, has bc:cn 
.relinquished. It h~ been understood, that there would be an infinite number of 
posts to fanifyi that the expcnccs would Ix: endlcu; that [00 many troop! would 
be wanted; and that the distribution of them would leave e\lcry point exposed to 

the consequence of a landing, executed suddenly. or by surpri~. 
" The idea of a war of posls has not been thought a more fOMunate one. The 

I sle of France, notwithstanding the advantage of posts, will never collect a suffi
cient body of troops to resist lh~ which the enemy may bring there. The ;penons 

who have proposed this idea, have laid a stress upon the assistance to be obtained 
from the colonists and the !Iaves ; but t~ ha,'e been obliged at length to acknow. 
ledge, that this multitude, ..... hich might possibly be of we behind gOoci:ramparu. 
could be ofHnle or no service in the open field . ~ 

"The project of building and fonifying a town in the inland parts, has~ long 
since had its paniz.o.ns. Such an establishment appcare8 to them to be. calculated 
to keep the besiegers at a distance from the centre: of the colony, and to force them, 
in time, to relinquish any advantage which t1xy might bave gained at first: they 
would not be convinced thai. without any movement ' on the part of the enemy, 
who was already become masler of the ports, and the coasts, the glrrison, deprived 

of every external communication, would soon be reduced to the necessity of sur_ 
rtndering at discretion, or of perisbing with famine; and, even if the enemy were 

10 do nothing more than fill up the roads, and destroy the arsenals, magazines, and 

public edi6ce., would not their principal object be fulfilled? of wbat concern could 
it be then to them, that there should be a fonress and a gamson in the. midst of an 

island, incapable or giving them any uneasiness, or of exciting tbeir future jealousy? 
.. After so many various and uncenain opinions, tbe government begins to 

be convinced. that the only method of defending the colony i. to provide for 
the lCCurity of ill tWO ports ; to establish an internal communication between 

Ibc:m. that ,h.n facilitate a ready distribution of the forces, according to lbe des.igns 
or the enemy, and make the: succours which might arrive from without, by one or 
other of itl roads, common to both pans. 

• 
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,. Port Bourbon, where the DUlCh had formed their 5Culement, and Port Louis, 
the only 01"1(: to which the French resort, had not hitherto appeared c .. pa~le of bting • 

{onified; the ' first on :account of its \'ut extent, tbe latt::r on account be the irre_ 

gular heights which surround it. BUI the Chc\'alier d'Ar~on hal proposed a plan 
v.'h~h has mno\'OO .lIthest difficulties, and, after the fullest discussion, has obtained 
the approbation of those who are tllC ben acquainted wilh the important an of de_ 

fence. The expc=nces auending the execution of this great project have been rigidly 
calculated, and it is affirmed Ihal they will not be considerable • 

.. But what number of troops will be wanted to defend thesc: fortifications? The 

skilful engineer usually rcquit"l::s but few. He is wdl aware, that if many were to be 
scnt, they would $OOn become effeminate from the heat of the climate. be corrupted 

by the desirt: o f gain, be ruined by debauchery, and entrvated by idleness. Accord_ 

ingly he has reduced them. in time of peace, to twO thousand men, who will be easily 

remained. excrcised, arx1 d!sciplinoo.. This num ber appean to him suffidem to 
re.sist any sudden or unexpected attack that might fall on the colony. If it were 

thrt'a~ened with extraordinary danger from great preparations, a minister, attentive 

to th~ Rorms that are gathering, would have time to se nd over the forcci necessary I 

to defend it. or LO act in Indoswl, according to cireu mstanul. 

" Some pcr50nl still disapprove of these viewi. The hie of France is an annual 

expence 10 the state of eight million. of livres.· Tili. expence, which will scarce 

admit of any reduction, excites the indignatjon of many good citiu:ns. Their wish 

i, Lhat ' tbis settlement should be abandoned, as well as Bourbon, which is only a 

burthensome appendage 10 it • 
•• Thil . indeed, "'Quid be the scheme most expedient to be adopted, if we consi .. 

dered only the languishing trade now carried on by the French in India : but po_ 
litical speculations reach beyond this object. It u foresttn that if thil resolution 

were adopted, the English wQuld drive all foreign nations from the Aliatic 5CaJ; that 
they would appropriate to themse.lves all the riches of d.eae extensive rcgions j and 
IhatlO many powerful ~urCCl united in lbeir hands, would give them a dangerous 
ioDuence in Europe. These considerations ought nill more fully to convince the 
coun of Versaille. o f tbe DeCClli,y of fonifying the Ide of Fraqa:.i "Ibc .1liiie 

lime laking the mOSl dftaual precautKm' OOt co be impoaal upaD by the .... 
. thoIen to carry thi. point iOlu fJl;ecuuon:" 

• t .33M" 6J:. I~. 

• 
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An Account of fhl Isle oj France, by C4jJloin Munro. 

It Our ship approached the Isle of France toward. the south-east, so th~' before 

we arrived at POr[ Louis I had the satisfaction of coasting GlOre than one half of 

the island, by which I had an opportunity of gai ning it panicular knowledge of the 

different ba),s through which we pas.scd, and of fonning ~ conjectures upon thr: 
defence of 'which this important island is susetptible. The French ba1lc judiciously 

choS(n tim scuiemcnl as the chief residence of their Eastern government, for it is to 

them what Batavia is to the DUlch. The Mauritiu5 resembles, though it i& somewhat 

longer than the hie of '''ight.· The: middle of this island is fomlcd of moulllains 

of rocks, w.hich, in proponion as they advance towards lhe sea, diminish in a very 
picturesque manner, leaving MWCt:n them vallies nf some =xtent, which are well 

watered, and covered with wood. A cominual moisture rdgns on the summit of the 
mountains, ~hich, upon several of them, and panicularly in the vallio, reoden the 
verdun:: as fine as it is abundant. The northern quaner being nlUch mort level 

than the other pans, &cern' to be well inhabited. H ere tbe wealthy inhabita"U or 
• 

Purt Loui, have their country houses: their cattle principally graz.e on the: cast 

coaSt, the water anti pasturage being: better there, and in greater abundance, than in 
any Ol~r quarter . 

.. Our ship, although with a fair wind, WIll twelve hours in iu passage from Isle 

Rodriguez to tbe I»y of Port Loui.$. t Several sm .. 11 islands full of rock s run 

obliquely from nonh to west along Ihe coast of Mauritius, .. t the distance of about 

from two to seven leagues from lhe main land, among whjch there ale so mOlDY 
whales which were so bold, that J arlen expected some of them, as we nn along 

the C03 5t, would leap on board. 

" The Isle of ~rancc is far from appearing so impregna ble as it is generally 

• The hie of Franc. iJ five lim« n .. ~t'e t1tenlift than tht: hie of Wiaht. Thil ~rrot, if it can 

lit calkd 10, in C'"I:Un Munro, is nry excuu.ble. It doet mit at lint .ight aunlit of that commoA 

l~melricallJ'leasure. He did nOI Ii.-e long enou,h in the i.land to perform such opeUIKIOS, .nd 
as • ..,..ngt:r, and pUliculariy .n EUllishmln, Ihi. Yerificllfoll must have been impotsible fOf' him. 

1 hi" only made thit obxn-uion in ~rder thai Ihe re.1dc:r may nOI f.uJ into Iny urn:tflilillly Qr 
enw. Set: the obsunliont ofM. de II Clillt. 

t hle &odrigllct. is one hundml !easues. or three bundrtd Alilct, d411nl hom lhe: hIe or 
Prant(. 

• 



• 
01' f1fSTORY OF MAURITlU~. 

.-epor.ted to be. The .hore, in many parts, is high Ind rocky. but there arc leVerat 
aalJ;, very convenient for landing, along tbe coasts, and where the sea h ddep' enough 
to admit of the: approach of frigates to cover a landing"althougb they are defended 
by Itrong baueries. Our Ihip, which carried six hundred tons, drew ncar enough 
[ 0 the short to make ber gun. bear with advantage. I 

I f Port Loui. is situated at the bottom of ,a triangular bay. There is a good 
doc:.k~yard here, and a port capable of containing two hundred vessels. The French 
practi.ed the farce of sending a pilot to steer loaded vessels along the chanllel for the 
t WO last miles., between two rows of white flags, regularly placed, as if it were the 
only practicable spot of it: but J have acen , 'cssels o f a conliderable burthen 

going within and without those flags at pleasure, and the wind frequently blowing in 
~l directions. 

~. The town if large, sfid the houses, principally built of wood, fonn one continued 

&treet , about a mile and a half long ; il has more: resemblance to an'European town. 

tban any orner I have: seen on this side of the Cape, as well for its buwing com~ 

merco-. as in the agreeable appearance of its inhabitants ; while the women, who are 

very ;mmc:rous, are remarkably handSome: and e ngaging in their manners, and pos
&eU, al it i. generally believed, aU the: gallantry of their mothc:r~country . I was 

ueat.ed here with the greatest civility, and particularly by the: Governor, who granted 
me pennission to walk wherever 1 pleased, 

" I think it is very much to be regretted that the British government, in the last 

war, did not d irect its first eR"ons against this island : a welJ-directed blow against 

the root of the tree would have: caused all ils branches to fall. It would have: 

been the mOSI celUin and quickest method of subduing the French powcr in 

this quarter of the globe. Had lhis measure 1>«n adopted, the Englilh would not 
only have been able: to ovenhrow Hyder Ali, but even to give a good account of 

the: Du~ and Spanish settlemenu in the East Indies. 

" The principal inhabitanu of this island laugh at our not having lent, in the be
ginning of the war, Sir Edward Hughes's sq uadron to attack it on bU way to Ma

dra.I, One of the most respectable penons of the toWl) frankly auured me qtey 
were much -afraid of it, and that the island was in such a Ad state of defence, u.a. 
anuQpating this event, lhey had already begun 10 think of the aruclcJ of capilw.. 
lion. The Isb of France and Bourbon would infalllbly have fallen into our bandI} 
(or at rbi, time acarcely any worlo of defence had been railed, and tbere were not 

• 
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~yond five hundrt'd Eu ropean regular troop.~ in the l'VO islands. I doubt nOl but the 

r~rench will take care for the futu re not to be surpri5td in Buch a weak atate . 

.. With all the deference due t~ those who fonned the plan of tho u nsuccessful ex~ 
pedilion under Commodore J ohn$~onc, it will not be amiu to oblCrve. ~l if tbe 
attack of the h ie of France had been the object of it, it might then have been con
quered by an auack prudently djlccted ; whicb would b;vc: been a surer 30urce of 

glory for those who had undertaken it, and for the nation in sm~ral, than even the 

battle of Porta Pray .. , o r the taking of the Cape of Good Hope. : It may. be cons;¥ 

dcrcd as presumption in me to give my opinion on a su bject of such imponance; 
but as I write in the confidence of friendship, and after having attentively ~'Ca

mi ned the matter. 1 think my observations will not be tot'ally usclc~s. I am at pre_ 

sent so perfectly com'incro of the inutility of any aHempt 190\'crrhrow the French 

power in the Indies withou t first reducing the Isles of France and Bourbon. that 

were another \\'ar to break out between the 1'WO rival nations 1 5houkl humbly and 

strongly recommend, to the government of Great Britain, oot to lose lime in making 

a vigorous attack upon these islands, as the most efficacious and quickest [Qcant 

• in gaining ou r objeel; such an expedition \\,ould perhaps be accompanied ·with 

some lou , bUl it would fall far short of that which a lengthened and perhaps; 

unfortunate war ..... ould oecaJion. 

u It would nOI perhaps be a vf!ty difficult_thing for some men of war andfrigalU 

stationed ~e l ween the Isles of Fra nce, Bourbon. and Madagascar, with two cruizers 

fixed to me sOuth-elSt, and two others to the south·west, or to \!,:ifldward of the hland~ 

to reduce POrt Louis by famine in a short 6pace of lime; the troop:: to be scnt 

should be European5, o r S~pOy5 SCnt [rom Madras, or Europeans from England 

itself. I think that four thousand Europeans alone, or two thousand EuropealU and 

four thOo.lsand Sepoys, with a just proportion of ships of war, .. ·ou ld completely 

dfettuate this enterprize. 

" Thc#orks at the tWO extremities of the town of ~Orl Loui~ being n:ry o~ 
and extensiv~ Ihe enemy's forces might be very much divided by landing an equal 

lIumber of troops on each side of Ihe port, who, however, ought to pay grein 

i' 1tC' .. tion (0 act in concert, by QleoJOS of ..... ell.d irected signals. as well by da~ as by 
Dight, in case of a proj~cted auack. or any other movement of the enemy. At the 

same time: two melt of war, with IICvera\ gun-boats or fire.ships. plaeed lit the open_ 

ing or the pon, might hold themselves in readiness, if the enemy threatened a seriotl'l, 

aU . 
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attack, to throw red.hot balls into the: town; o r if the ..... ind happened to blow hard 

at the lime from the nonh.west, to 5end a fire_shiQ among them, in whith a kind of 

wooden manan charged with bombs· might be made in such a manner as when the 

deck caugh t fire to cast tbe shells with a short fusee into the town. Some ships of 

war could lay at anchor at the di,tal1cc of an hundred fathoms from the liule island 

to the easl of the pori, called the }sIt dtt TOT/neWers, at the cast and west side of 

the town, covering tWO fordable rivers, the one ca lled rles L aiolliers, and the other 

/0 Petitt'ril.jer." near Fort Blanc. Several brooks o f this kind descend from me 
mountains in every direction, :md the places, where they empty themselves into the sea, 

are the most convenient points to pass between the ridges of rock. which are said to 

guard the coa.u; and wh~n the boalS have once paned them the water becomes pcr. 
fecuy calm in several pans of t~ short. 1 wa~ informed that vessch of two hundred 

IonS were building in lje river des Citronniers, at the south lilt of the i. land. 

At post ]oco/el, ncar Ihis river, an arm of the=: sca ente=:rs in the land, and forms a brge 

baiOn, where smaller \'essels can approach the shore wilh the greatest sc=curity. H ere 

I shQUld propose the first descent to be made wilh two hundred Europea ns and six 

hundred Sepoys, withoUt anille ry; this spot being the most retired of the island. 
as we=:11 as the most convenie nt for making a junction with lhe Maroon Negroes. 

who generally live in this neighbuurhood. The end o f April is the most suitable 

JeUOn, when the monsoons arc over; ule winds tr:n become variable, and the winter 

provilions of the inhabitants arc almost exhausted: the detachmcl1C. thus lanckd, 

.should receive orders upon bei ng reinforced by the M aroon Negroe&, or by people 

on ,wbo.se iOleUigence they could rely, to form into two divis ions, and to advance 

towards Port Louis on each side of the coast; the irne rio r parts being totally inac_ 

cessible, in order to carry off the cattle they might find in the vallies I whilst the 

rest of the troop, and the ships should he fanned also into t WO divisions, running to 

windward o f the island with the utmost expedition, and efftct a landing at each 

point of the lown, as was before propoaed: by this means the enemy's forces would 

be greatly divided, and their forage completely cut off; which, as is reuonablc to 

suppose. would soon force the town to capitulate. But even if the island coukl DOl 

• Duriaa the liclc of W. ndewuh , Clptain FJinl, wbo made , uc.h. noble dtfcnce of tM plMieJ 
wustructcd mOrUrs of wood lunoundtd with iron 1100/>1. whic.b perfectly InllWc...cl hi' purpow. 
This excellcnt offi(t'f likt'IViR invcmed eren.del of dritd IMllleU' ruth, .bkb be filled aod tIarew 
into tbe enclllY'. worb with grelt dftc: t.-C.pnin M tJ It -'0. 
, 
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be effectually subdued; a fleet that should auack the Mauritius, on iu way to the 
Indica, might 'cause essential inj~ry 10 the French in that part of the world. 

II This is all that can be .aid on a proj«l. which. at the moment, may appear 

chimerical; but in the course of a future: war, it may, pCTilaps, be thought worthy 

of 8ttcmion, .and lay the foundation of an imponant acquisition to the British 
crown." 

• 

• aU • 

• • 
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.j 
CHAPTER XXIX. 

Oburvat;ons on tw Isle 01 l Orance, by }.1. de CosJigny. * 

" ON approaching lhc Isle of Francc:. you mU5t keep to windwa rd, because the 

pon, which is frequen ted by the larger vessels, is to leeward: when lhe wi nc'l is not \' i~ 

lent, the air is embalmed with the perfumes of flowers with which the trees of the 

island are covered. The same odours arc pcrcei\'cd along the island o f Ceylo n, when 

the wi nds blow from the laz\d. This effect was falsc=ly attributed to the cinnamoll 

Ott, which forms a part of the fores ts of Ihis island. a, its flowers have a fe tid smell . 
The cffiu"ja from Ih~and are carried by the. winds "cry far to sea; and sometimes 

produ~ very sudden and unexpected e.frects. I saw oue of this "ind, which is nOI 

"cry uncommon. A Gennan w ldier, a passenger on board o f our ves~t:l . about 

t/e\'er. or eight and twenty years old. died suddenl ), in sight of the little isle of 
Rodriguez,.and iibout a hundred, leOl&UC5 dimnl from the hIe of France. He t:3.d 
some slight s.ymptoms of the sCUrt'y. but he was not all the liick list, flor did he 
appear 10 have any unravou rable sy mptom~. • 

.. It belongs. in the lint place, to the physician to inform U'S of the necessary pre_ 
6Crvative against such an attack; btu were an unprofessional person permiu.ed LO give 
his opinion in '0 imponant a ma tter, J should be inclined to think mat a slight purge 
admini5tered to such a1 were afflicted Wilh the scurvy, liome dayli before they come ' 

in sight of land: the dai ly usc of smoking, of c6ffee, and a mucilaginous pbtisan, 
fWeettned with ,u~r or honey, with moderate use of . piriu of geneva, fumigations, 
and general exerciie. but rtpeated several timeli in the day, might prevent the effecu 
of such a revolution in the human frame as hal been jUlt mentioned. 

" T he hie of France, from itl tWO poru, the one to wind\\'ard, and the olher to 
leeward, of the island, thougb they have hitherto been 100 much neglected. will be
wme the mother of the colonies which France oughllo eStablish in the ElK Jndie,. 

if me iJ anxiOUI to increase her commerce and her power • 

• M, de Coslieny WIll GO'Iernor of rhe hk o( France in lhe year ' 791, .nd I •• maD Cull of 
ktlo~1ed&t and phi.WII I\rOJ'Y. ·Set hi. "~Y"Z' " Clfll tDIf. prinud at Paris i.u the )'eat 1799' 

V. ltlx • •• 
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I Thi. c010ny, which was originally settled in 1722, is not yet arrived to that dtgree 
of strength to which there is every rcason to presume that it will one day attain. 

I n soil, which is in general fenile and ferruginous, Sttms to have been formed from 

the ruins of a voicano, at a very remote period. Lava is to be met with almost every 

""here, and I had, on my estate, a bed of volca nic ashes.· 

" The whole land was covered with fl ne Irees, among which there were many fit 
for building. in a profusion that proves the fcnility of the $Oil. Two succeuh'e 
barvests in the course oft hc year, confirm its claim ID that chuleter. 

" The most uscful yegetablc=s of tile four quancrs of the world, have been coUected 
in the national garden, which, for these ~ven and lwemy years past, have been 

under the direction of M. Cere. In doing justice to lhe zeal. intelligence. and 

activity of this excellent person. r do no more than repclat the merited eulogiums 

which r.he public voice has la"ished on him . 

.. Among the val uable and most useful v~getables that ate here cultivated, I shalt 

only mention the Sagoutic r, and Rima, o r bread.trtt. The former is a "ery high • 

• 00 bushy palm, the fruit of which grows along several pending stems : nothing ' 

is collected from it, but as 500n as Ihe tree has borne its fruit i" dies: then ~ sap. 
which is very abundant and mucilagi nous, drics, :J~ is formed into mcal, thaI is 

.easily Icparatal from the wood, which is full of pores. But while the cuili,:ation 
of tbe Sagouticr is confined to tt: nat ional garden of the hie of france; and to 

those of the curious, it will never be of any use to the colony. It would be ne· 

eessat)' then to multiply thenl on the mountains, and in the fo:elu of the island; 

(.he cuhi"ation of it should likewise be encouraged in Madagascar, whc;rt' it is iOO ... 

genom. The inhabj'tanLs of the north and west call il Sagoll; by those of the east. 

it is named Moufla and Rafta. Wilh the leave, of this palm-tree, divided into very 

fine threads, the native!, she"" their deJo:terity and skill in weaving the pognts. 
II The bread.tree, or Rima, which u cultivated in the Isle of FraDCt, bears a very 

prolific fruit, whose seeds rise into a rapid growth : they resemble tbe chesnut both 

in appearance and taste. But the bread.tree, which is the most estc::emtd, is that 

whOle frt1 it iJ not prolific; that is, which does nOl contain seed, bUl a fleshy pulp. 

proper for the nourishment of man. I know not whether this differ~nce ~s the work 

• Tbe rnder will here remlrir::. thll M. de Conigny, in this 1't$P«t, di~rt entirely In opinion 
... ilh tht Acadtmidan Ie Gtntil. I WillllQ[ tltt upon myself to decidt rhe qUCition. 

V.\V ~. 

, 
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of nature, or of 3rt. In tbe ftnt usc, it is probable. that. by muhip1ring the indi .... i_ 
duals of tbe Rima from its tertl~ there may be some that bear unptolific fruit.: 

t~y may therefore be multiplied by the lucken, slips, and grafts . Above ali, the 
Rima "hould be transplanted and multiplied in Madagasca.r: the loi1 and tempera-
1Urc there agrees with it better tban Iho.se of our two islands. and it ~ ..... ould be a 

wise ~uure to form a botanical garden in this greal island, a, well for the mility of 

the inhabitants, as for the: supply of lh~ navigators that put in there, and conse:
quently to illr.reaae the general purpose. of commerce. 

" Tbe: hie of France was formerly exposed to the ravagc::' of locusts. None of 

these noxious iOlietlS, ho\\'cver, have been seen bere: since the year 1770. It is pre_ 

tended, that the manins, a kind of bird brought he:re from India, and which have: 
muhiplir:d in a very uU'aordinary manner, have dc&t ro),cd them:- It is crrllin that 

the$(: birds ft.'r:d upon ~m wilh avidity, when they are just produced, and before 
Ibe:y have wings. 

"This colony, considcre:d as an anchoring place, is well situateCI for the commerce 
of tht Eut Jndies. It furnishes the ,hips wit~ all kinds of refreshmems and pr~ 
vi,;oin, and the meani of recovering their crews; the air is heahhy and warer 
excellent. Con$idered as a 'porl, il fu rnishes a 5heher for the ships, with e\'cry 

necessary accommodation 10 carern, rdit, and equip the:m: it mighr, in thi s respect, 
bcconxancntft'pOl for the commerce ufthe Ea,,· Jndies. This Wat the project of 

M. de 1a .Bourdonnais. Considccl'd in an agricuhunl view, it would furnish com
merce with valuable objects of exportation, such as sugar, coffee, cOtton, indigo, 
fine 'pices,,&c. A. I military 5tIUun, it can maintain in its bosom a large numbn 
of land ilDd sea forceL 

"All do 00$ propose to write the history of the hie of France, whi,ch i. not within 

the compass of my daign, but merely to give a general idea of it, 1 shall con

clude, hy cHillg an extract from a work which wa.printed in the island in J 784" in 
ord~r 10 r((ul(' thc f~lse IUl'rLion. of an ignorant allibor. who had. in hi. WIlting:. 

auempted to dlpreciate the colony." 
Of Fortunately for these island., Ihe drenm. of aJranller, who .aw and observed 

C\'('IY thing ." imout rcflt'cLiOIl; who examined noming to tin: boilom ; wIJ.o 1OIae. 

times cOUluldiell him1elf; i. almOQ alway. incorrect, alld ofll'n rabe io bill IIler
lipn., and l'rrone6us in hi. reawning. cannot have any wdght witb pcT*aI of 

• M. de Coui,")' ' peak. h~ of M. Saulluat. 
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understanding and information. So far I have oPpoRd f-acu, discussiom, and au

thoritie&, 10 the .. nertians and deciaions of tnc aUlhor whose opinions I have: com_ 

bated. It i., therefore. only left for me to draw those conclusions, which may be 
considered as so many opinions given, in direct opposition to bis assertions. 

" 1 accordingly declare it 10 be my opinion, that the Isle of France will one 

day aSLOnish Europe and Asia by in riches, lIle variety and abundance of iu pro_ 

ductions, and the resources of its numerous population: in the course of time, 

II will have very great influence on the commerce of Europe in the Indie., ,imd 

incalculably extend the adv3mages of the nation who poSSC-J!e$ it, in that quaner 

of the globe. A colony whose soil is ferule, the air healthy, and whose p:Jsition 

is SO fortunate, both for the operations of commerce and the plans of policy, must 

nettSSarily arise from ilS present Slale of mediocrity. It has not as yet acqu ired all 
that a sagacious minister, a wise administration, a constant and ",,'ell dirttted labour 

of the colonists, and time, the operations of which perfects every thing, may p~ocure 

it. Nature had clothed its soil with extensive forests, but industry and patriotism 

have conected here the greatest pan of d¥: useful productions of hot countrit:s, a. 

well as many of the natives of temperate climates, which flourish with luxuriance; 

so Ihat, at preselll, it has more useful plants collected than any other part of the 

known world. M. Sauneral misrepre5CJllcd Ihis isle, without being su fficiently 
acquainted with ii, and has slandd'cd iu inhabitants without knowing them. 

" M. de 1a Bourdonnai., that great man, whom hi~tory already mentions witb 

the eulogiums which he so well dcscn'es, that great general, mariner, administrator .. 

merc!lant, and agriculturist, entenaincd very different opinions; hlS knowledge of it 
was the resuh of several years passed in the government of it, and to him it is Indebted 

for the lOurCC5 of its prmperity: he comidered the Isle of france as the key of the 

Jndian commerce of his na tion, as the bulwark of its seu1emcnt.s in As:a, and as tht; 
means of futurc conquesLS: he did more.-he provcd the cxactnes.s of his last vicws, 

by keeping 'he Engli'h fleet from the coast of Coromandel, and by besieging atld 

laking Madr... His object was to make the hie of France the cntrepot of the 

Indian COnlillertc or France, and as a place of arms for il.& land and sca rorces. His 

idea ';jsl0 mm it an agricultural, commercial, and miliLary !ctliemcnt. 

Let III add another rerpectable authority. "Were it not for lbe Isle of France," 

aays tbe author of Ibt Philosophical Hislory, "the French sculcmcllu in India 

could not be protected:' He also adds, " that thc hie of/ranee will always be 
, 
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ready to give assistance to rondicherry, Qr to act uffensively, according as circum~ 

~t;mces may require. lndct'd every thing may be expected from the I sle o f France, 

when it shall have gained that degree of pro5~rity to which it must one dar arrive, 

w~n ilS cultivation shall be more extended, and ill population morc numerous. 

" Although the colony has undergone, in t 792 and t 793, for the fourth time since 

U~ foundation, lhe dc~tructive scourge of the small _pox, which has retarded iu pro

~ress and diminished its forces; although it has been, as i( were, abandoned to it"elf 

since the revolution, the English have not thought pr~per 10 direct their attacks 

;against it; they preferred the conquests of the Dutch lietllements: Ibey, however, 

2rc .deeply intcrnted in rendering lhem§clves masters of ii, in ordor to seeure the 
po ..... er iii Indoslan, their new conquests. and I~ir commerce. which Ihis island inter-

rupted by its pri\'a(~r.;. , 

" I rolicy,' says the ~bbc Raynal, ' foreJ;CC~ that if the Isle of France were aban_ 
doned, the ElIgli~h .... 'ould drive all foreign nations OUl of the seas of Asia, and would 

possess themselves of all thc riches of thac "i1St countries. ' 

" ~sses of Mascate have been transported hither; they are ofa "ery fine and la rge 
species, and extremely useful, both for draught and bunhon . 

.. Although the greatest part of the houses art'! of wood, and generally have but ~ 
ground floor, they arc neverthelcu convenient and agreeable. Almost all the stretu 

arc in a straight line, and many of thenl are planwd with trees. TI~ air here is very 

heahhy, but i:. cooler in the country, which is cheerful, pleasant, and wcll eul,!vatcd. 

The fo rests are stocked with many kind. of very fine indigenous ireC5, the wood of 

,.'hich is rlnployed for building and repairing of vessels, as well"l5 for many neces

sary pu rposes . 
.. The ordill:lry roffec, known in Europe by the name of Bourbon coffee. i$ 

the only coffee cultivated, upon an extensive plan, in the two islands; tome 

or the inhabitants, through curiosity, cultivate two kinds of coffce. to which they 

give the name of Eden or Ouden, the berry or which is e xceeding small, though 

h is much lupetKlr to the other, and even to that or Moka; but the plant bears liule, 

iI very delicate, and subject to perim: 1 wi5hcd 10 form a plantation of it, hut could 

not succeed. There arc in ,he fore.ls of the island, towards the quarter or Poudrt~ 

d'Or, Mafoon colfo- planlJ. 10 called because they afe indigenous, and grow with~ 

OU1 cafe or cultivation, they are common in the fore llS of the Isle of Bourbon. 

the bean is longer th. that of the ordinary coffee: J it is pointed at one of the. 
, 
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exaemilie., and appeared to_me have as fine: an odour a, the cultivated coffee, but 

of a more bitter Oavour • 
.. In other paru of the island there is a fourth kind of coffe(', which is not ge

nerally known. The plant is indigenous, and grows as high as the forest trees : 

iu stan is slender, its leaves are long, broad, thick, of a ~ark green above, and 
somewhat paler beneath; the flowers grow in bunches at the extremity or the 

branches; they are white, and without smell, with five pctau, and a while cup 

divided into five parts. The fruit. which in it. early .nate is gret:n, is round, but 

inclined to an oval, aomewhat less than the cherry of the ordinary colfee; it whilens 

as it ripens, imd becomes brown in drying; the pulp, which is while, is doughr, and 

of a sweetish taste; it generally envelopes two very small hemispheric berries, which 

arc covered witb a brown pellicule, having a tough coat I they are grey, aDd some

what pointed at one of we exttemitieL I made several ptrsons taste it, who all found 

it of an agreeable flavour. My dC6ign was to form some plantations of it, on the 
presumption that cultivation, the open air, and the sun, would impregnate it ..... ith 
new aDd beuer qualities I but circumstances baving determined me to quit the 

colony, I did not execute my design. This kind of coffee is to be met wit~ in the: 
environs of Palma, and even in the neighbourhood of the Reduit.· 1 think it supc-- . 
rior 10 that of Moka; and my opinion was co~firmed by all who tasted it. 

" II it usual, in the ]sle. of Francc' and Bourboll, to dry the coffee cherry, and 

aftCNardt pound ii, in order to take away the envellopes of lhe bean, according 

to the method of the Arabs of Yemen. 

,. I caused a water-mill 10 be built upon my plantation, which turns one millstone 

over another lbat is immoveable. The coffee in the shell filns of ittc:lf from. the loft. 

which is above, between twO millstones. and the necessary proctts is performed with
out the labour of hands. Nothing more was to be done bill to st:par.ne the berries 
by winnowing, and to take away those that were spoiled or bruised." 

~. The cowltry.howo of the Goyrmor of MlluritillS. 

aX , 
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{)HAPTER "-"XX. 

QmclusiotJ.-Ahsfrocts..of Events tbal btrrJe happened. at MOlJritiul. lip to tbe 

YtlDT t.800. 

SIN C I; my father's correspondencc with the islands came to a tcnninalion, I 
have; been too much occupied with my own immediate concerns, to give a partieull!r 
auc:.ntion to thesuccccding couTle of events connected Wilb them, even when it w.as 
most in my power, during my rclidenae at Paris : the Revolution soon followed, 

and the means of communication, as may wdl be imagined, in a great l'QCa5w:e ... i( 

Qot ab~~r. failed. c, The memoirs which I .. hall now present to mY,readers 
are we fruits of my taler collectiatu and rtlUl,.cb~l: they bring the bwory down 

to !.he time that is palSi ng by us; and this Volume: will, I trust, be, at length, fO),lud 
to c:.oiltain every event aDd circumstance- that is neceaury to give the most perfect, 
knowledge of the Idea of Franc::c and Bourbon. But before I resume the subject, 
it will not, I Rauer myself. be considered as presumptuous in me, nor be: altOgether 
uninteresting to my readen, if I give a very brief aCCOWll orthe tranqml and exem_ 

plary manner in which Baron Grant passed the lauer years of hi. valuable life, 

Disinterested in all bis proceedings, a. he Wal unassuming in hi. nature, he engaged • 
~n lho6e: punuils, as a liberal occupation and rational 'mU&CmCnt, whicb 10 many 
othera.have ,followed to gratify their ambition, and feed their lVilrice. With the 
pOWer of making. great rortune, he did not acquire, in the kmg progreu or twealy 
reus, the tbird pan or what ochen have obtained in at many mootha. But be ful. 
filled his ob~Cl. which was to remove rum.eJf far away from ,Ite mWonu~ that 
had oVerwhelmed his family, with so many others, by t.hecata5trophe of the famou. 
Law. 10 well knQwn throughout Europe, He, therefore. went in &Carch of that tran

quillity, and ofthosc: telQurces wbich he had a rigbt to expect, by joining his father's 
brother, in the Ide of France:; that uncle, who, by too fDuch confidence in odIen, 

and his own rigid integrity, had involved his brothen and nephew. in his own mil
fonune!:. be who invited my rather to come and reside with him, 10 conIOIe .... 

• 1 allude to thole OCQlioae4 by the failure of Law, ,", 
• , 
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' UPl?Ort his affiictions and disappointments, by affording bim a quiet and secure 
asylum,a. wt:U as a share in thaI fonune which h<ld beeD acquired by a part of what 
had been saved from their common ruin. 

The Botron Grant. was content 10 enjoy these advantages, at the same time mat 
he continued in the service of his country ; for the sale of his property on quilling 

the hIe of France:. produced ooly a few thousand pound! Slcrling; one half of 
which was taken from him on his passage to France. What he saved was employed 

by him to discharge tbe claims on me only estate which now remained of the ancient
patrimony of his family." 

On his departure from France, being only of the second br.nch of his family, (u 
the bead of the flm lived as long as himself. and died) without iuue, in the same 

year with him), and not being iq po55euion of any esiatc, as hi, father was yet 
alive, he thought himself fOrlunate in obtaining one, such as it was, among tbe An_ 
tipodes. At the same time hi. marriage with Mademoiselle de Grenville, in 114~ 
anacbed him to it. But 1l00widlStanding tbe lou wbich be sustained, and tbe mi ... 
fortunes that affiicled him in bit residence in the Isle of France, and 00 his return 
to Europe, he was disposed to forget them all, on arriving in his native country'" and. 

rewming to his lJati\'e bome, after all the dangers which he bad risked, and the 
troubles that be had auffcrtd. • 

Being at length seuled on hi. 0 .... n domain. he was truly sensible of the happiness 
wat j, to be found by living with penons who, by [)tar relation and consanguinity, 
arc fonned lO·inlerCSl., in the tenderest manner, lhoS(C minch which arc susceptible o£ ' 
refined impreuioni. He accordingly occupied himself in the cdLiciltion of hi. chil_ 
dren, as well as in cheering the age, and, as much al depended on him, In prolong_ 
ing the life. of a mo~ exccllcru. mother, who died in his al'1lU, at the very advanced. 
age of ninety~two, twenty ye~rs after his return to }~rancc. • 

But blS aucmiorfs and regard were not confined to his domestic concerns and the 
Care of hi, family. He had learned, in the office of Justice of the Peace, which be 
had exerciacd in the Isle of France, how to conciliate the imercKs of men; and ne

CUU1Y, as well as. humanity, had induced him to uquire a knowledge ofmedicioc; 
so tbat be was equally quali6c:d lO auiSl. hi, lCnanu, his ncighbours, and has friends, 
io their moral and pbysical infirmities; nor did be ev~r hesitate to employ tbcac 
veatable fUntUOlll. or refuse the time and expencc: which they required of bim . 

... The ell.tt of Vaux, il\ .. Nonn~1' 
SX. 
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The8e arc not the vain eulogiuma or empty flaltery of a son, anxious to conaeaat.e 

the memory of his father ; on the contrary. he feels himself rcstnincd. by \hc modesty 
that beCO~1 him, from rendering all the justice that i.s due to his virtueJ Iud emi~ 

n:ol qnalilic&, and which all who knew him were ever anxious to applaud and 

te.o:tify. t 
Having passed-the latter years ofbis life in these useful, virtuous., and respectable 

occupations, he resigned ii, in religious confidence, to the Supreme Being. in the 

month of June, I 78.{ , and in the sevenly_fourth y.ear of his age. 

A bs/J'scl oj E vc.lus tbat bavr bafrpe.lud in Ibr lsi" oj l"'o"c£., Ifp to 
l"car 1800. 

The succour .... hich Admiral SutTrein had constantly rttcived from the Isles. of 

France and Bourbon, in repairing and victualling the ship' of his squadron during 

the whole coune of th: American war, had fixed the attention of the French go"ern

ment; and on the peace of 1783. they were scrioudy occupied about thc.IC islnnw. 

The languid "ate .m whicb they had remained during the time they had been under 

the dhminion and prOlC(:hOn of the French Wl India Company, served as a lesson 

for tbe Ministers of France: they availed thcmae1ves of it in order to preserve them 
from falling into me same SlalC, when, in 1184. they established a new East Iodia 
Comp,my. 

T hciC jslandJ therefore enjoyed the advantage of receiwng into their poru all the 

merchant amp' of Fnnce. which were not allowed to proceed fanber, on account or 

tbe rights of the Company, wbil&t they were allowed the privilege of trading to all 
pu1U of Jodia, China alone excepted. The Company were abo e~gcd to furnish 
directly aud annually to these islands the merchandize of .Europe necessary for thetr 
consumpdon . 

• By tbis order of thing. the hIe of France became the centre' of mat commerce 
which several Frenoo merchanu carried on in the Indies, by cttablishing their faCIo.. 

ries in it. and the commerce of thi, colony accordin&ly became both active and 
of ~eal extent. The population suddenly increased beyond its mea,ns of cultivation, 

and the hie of France became a commercial cnlrcp8t rather than In Igricultunt 

coIOI1)'. 

But the power which the governor and the Intendant of thi, colony enjoyal Met 
.betn QCrciscd in such an arbitrary manner, that several of iLl inhabitanu became 

, 
• 

• 
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anxious to free tbcrruclves from it; and the distance of die mother.country increased 
their impatience to know the events of the French re\'o1ution, wbicb began in ,,89. 
The colony was then governed by Lieutenant-general Conway. The Intendant, 
M. Dupuy, formerly cOUlUelior of the Chatelct at Paris, amiable in his m~r., 
and posseasing a superior capacity, succeeded, by his mild conduct and vigorou, 
policy, to conciliate the confldence and frienchhip of the colony; M. de Macnamara 

commanded the marines. I n the last war he had gained. as he well deserved. the 
reputation of a brave and skilful officer, and was decidedly against the revolution. 

A ,,"cossel which sailed from Bourdeaux at the cnd of October, 1789. and arrived 

a t the hie of France at the cnd of J anuary following, brought the new. of the A;reat 

power the N alional Assembly had usurped. 10 itself. The captain of the vessel, officers, 

and .hip's crew wore the three-coloured cockade. On thdr landing with this revo

lutionary signal, and relating the: late occurrences that had laken place in Franc:e, 

the flames of revolutionary conflagration instantly burst forth in all parts of the 

colony, and the cockade was very generally adopted. Some young men of :he 

town, wilwng to avail themsclve. of thi, moment of effervescence, posted up ad_ 
vertisements in the streett inviting all the cit/ulls to form themselve.ll into prit11ary 

auemblies, after the example of those whicb bad laken place in a11 the communes 

of France, in order to draw \lp memorials of demands and complaints. 

Ceneral Conway, the Covernor, perceiving that the principles of the French ~ 

revolution had infected the people, determined to oppose it by his authority_ He 

accordingly xnt some !Oldiers to arrest the young men ",'hi) bad posted \lp tbe ad
venUement, and went to the Intendant'l house, to consult with hlnl "In me occasion. 

Dut tbe people had been collected in the: square~ and Ihe young men whom the 

Governor-general had just caused to be. arrested, happening to pass at iliat moment. 

to prison, they were sct at liberty by the multitude, who went immediately to tho. 

loteodant', hou~, and compelled M. Conway himJelf to accept of the national 

cockade. 
On the following day the inhabitant .. of the: town united in a primary UlCmblYt 

.. rltt the example of France, and eSlabltsbed the different constituted autborities~ to 

whom they confided the interior government of the colony. 

1790- M. de Macnamara, Commandant of the French marine in the Indian 

1tU, arriving at tbe hie of france during this .state' of perturbation, could not 
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conceal his aversion to tbar revolutionary proc.eedings. '11,C IOldien of the t07d •• nd 
loSth regiments, who fonned the garnson of the illand, following tbe example of 

the oirmy in France~ had abandoned themselVC$ to the cause of the revolutioniats. 
M. de: Macnamara, however, thought it his duty to give an account of it to the 

minister of marine, but he was betrayed; a copy of hi. letter wu sent to the ~Ics, 

and incited the soldiers to threaten him with their vengeance. The grenadiers 

therefore collected themselves in a body to go to the port, in order to adze upon 

all the boa.ts and canoes they might find there, that they might go on board M. de 

Macnam~n.·s ship. 
Being informed. however, of the preparations that were making 10 seize hi, per

$00, he had made ready his cannon, but at tbe moment when the grenadiers presented 
themselves to mount on board, his sailors refu~d to defend him, and he was left to 
the discretion of these furioLU men, who conducted him on shore, and led him as 
their prisoner before the filst constituted authority of the colony, Lhen sitting in the 
church, and loudly demanded that he should be punished. 

The fennolluion of the aoldiqs had risen to such a pitch, that it wa", not pOfIil* 

to a\)pea~ it; 50 that the members of this comtiluted awbority found i, necc.uary 

to make: M. de Macnamara undergo .everal interrogatorie., and lO send him tb 
prison for hi. owo security; with the hope that they .hould there,by appease the 
fiJry of the soldiers, who unfortunately re$Olved to conduct him thither. III his way 

to confinement, M. de Macnamara passing before the door of a watchmaker of his 

acquaintance, conceh'ed some hopes of escaping from the midst of thelt furiout 

people, that escorted him. With this design he rushed in at the door, which was 
open, nattering hi'lue1f that by using his piS10ill ,,"'hieh he had io his poclr.:et, he 

should intimidate those thal dared to follow bim; but his tbreat. only iocracd the 
rage of the soldiers, w~ threw themselves in a crowd upon him antlll1urdeted him, 

giving to the I sle or France an horrible example, the remembrance or wbich .till 
make. them .hudder with indignation. The inhabitants were dislresJed and hu_ 
miliau:d at seeing' their country, till t\leL \lnspotted with any crime, stained with 
such a bloody outrage. It WI$, however, the only one that happened during tbe 
whole course of the revolution, whilst France itadf and all iu other colonies have 

been inl1ndatcd with the .blood of 10 many victim. to dcmot.ratic inju.ic:e and 
barbarity. • 

• 
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'79t. M. de Conway then rcsoived to aet out for France, and was replaced in 
the interval by M. de Cossigny, who commanded at the Isle of Bourbon . 

.1792. M. deMalanic, named likewise by the King as Covernor-general, arrived 

at the hIe of France in June, 179~ . The colonies were then governed by their 

partKular Colonial Aucmbliea, whose decrees had the force of law, when they bad 

reccivtd the .sanction of tbe governor, who n!presenled the state. 

He had, moreover, the-command of the military force, and the I'quialion of the 

interior department. 

Tbe Intendant was charged with the administration of the fmances. 

"793' When the news of the power of the' Jacobins in France was brought to 
this island, the Jacobin dub was established, which was called tho Cbaumien. 

In 1794, the Cbaum;e" club soon rivalled the constituted authorities. The 
members of this club of the Isle of France forced M. de Malartic to gram them a 
&loop to convey one of (heir detachmentl of about one hundred men to the Isle of 
Bourbon, in order to arrest M. Dupleuis Vigourcux, the: Govemor ; M. Fayol, the 
Oivil Commis.sary; and M. de St. Felix, formerly Commandant of tbe Marint:. on , 
the pretext thal they c.orresponded with the English. They executed their design, :lnd 
brought these three prisoners away on btlard the sloop. On lheir arrival at the Isle of 

France they ..... ere landed under an escort from thU detachment, and were conducted 
to the ChtJum;tre. The president, who was formerly a police officer, said gravely to 
them, "the people aCCU5e you, and tbe people will judge you." They wl':re then 
conducted to the dungeon, where they were feuered, and they remained there aboul 
six months. 

The Cbauntiert, in the mean timet fix.ed up a guillotine in the public p1ace, in ~ 
expectation of making use of it against these ,ictims of their suspicions. 

'Ph Colonial As.serobly. belter comp<»ed. lucccedcd in putting a stop to the 
c6e"~ of the Jacobins. by ordering that these prisoners sbould be judged only 
by. court martial, named by all tbe citizens of the colony, united in primary assem~ 
blies, each in il' own dis;tricL This method occasioned a delay that gave them time 
)IJ concert together. io. order to ,coruri\"e that the choice or memben of the commis-. 
aion might ran upon upriaht persons. and lhis design Waf crowned with success. 

At &hi. moment an account arrivCld or the decree aboliming .lavery in aU the 
lCUIc:mcbu of the Frencb Republic. This news, which so deeply interested the 

inhaliliaau of me colooy, operated a &r~t change in their opinion concerning the 

.. 
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revolution I ~lnd from that moment the Jacobins of the island were COInpOscd only 

of bad men, ""ho had no other object than to disturb the governmcnL The military 

commission nominated for judging the pri!Oneu. found no difficulty in diuolvLng 
jlSclf, by objecling to the mode of itl institution. 

The news of the downfal of Robcspierre, and of the Jacobin c1ubaJn France, 

being then brought to the colony, the Colonial Assembly, already strong from the 
change that had taken place in the public mind, freed iflctr from the yoke of the 

Cbaumiere, by causing the different Jacobln lc:aders. to be arrested, and shuuing 

the place of their meeting. The guillotine was taken away from the public 

~~re, and the prisoners were set at liberty without having undergone any trial, 

for w.there were no aolid grounds, in the general opinion of the colooy. 

The priocipal Jacobins, to tbe number of thirty, who had 'bee.n arrested, were 

immediately sent to Yrul%. 

1795. The information the colony had acquired respecti ng the decree that gave 

fn:edom to the Negroes, kept it in the greatest anxiety, on account or its attachment 

to, France, as well as the cc:rt.alnly of the misfortunes which such a measure would 

occasion, the moment it Waf put in· execution. The events of St. Domingo pre_ 

sented a most frightful picture of the conseq uenees resulting from jt. 

The planters, who arc the greatest proprietors of Negroes, were alarmed at their 

sjtualion, as they well knew that their existence was but precarious :::;I~,;~t::: 
remained disannulled; and perhaps they enlemined the opinion that 

be happier if they belonged to a government that would protect their 

they ,,-bose fortune depcndo.i upon commerce, and vho had .I",ad~r J 
&eke. ;xterior ~lOurce5, as well as those who in time expeacd pre

Jervcd a paWve attachment to France; wiihing, however. to telard .. much as 

po"ible, but without compromiling themselves in the bUlinea, Lhc ClliCCU!.ioa of lhis 

decree, if an official' order shoUld arrive to iliat circa, and panicularly if it were sup

paned by a power adeguate to that object. 
1796. Such was the .we of opiniolU when, OR \be 18lb of July. a aquac1ron of 

four frigates, under tbe command of Vicc-Admiraa Setccy, prelCtl&CCi iudf. baving 
on board twO agenu of lhe Oireaory, named ~ .nd Burnel, IIDl out Ut take 

upon them the go"eruttlCnt of the c:okx.y. 1& bcina the DIUMJ.· almoa aU die 18CS'

chants of die town, accordinllO C:WIOIn, wuc pc: to lheir ~_ ... '" well 

• What ,he 'm.ch, flGW,1tnn H~ 
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os several m~mbers of the Colonial Assembly. However. on a signal being given 

from the mountaim, announcing the arrival of this French squadron, they aU hast_ 

eoed (0 the port; but although some ge neral measures had been taken to prevent 

the Cnlrance of anyone into the colonr, without the permission of the Colonial 

Assembly. the division of Admiral Sercey was alreadf anchored at the mouth of the 

harbour; and the agents, dressed in their directorial costume. had left the ,hip. fol_ 

lowed by a company of grenadiers, belonging to the transport :roops which Lhey had 

all board, who were commanded by General .i\lagalon. 

The officer commanding the pinnace of the harbour remonstrated in vain with 
the age nts against their landing. umil Ihey had rccciYed permission from the Colo_ 

nial Assembly, subscribed by the Govcrnor_gcnc ral. 

No force being prepared to oppo~ (he landing of th.: agents, they received 

no interruption, and the people, having assembled ill crowds to meet them, flatter_ 

ing themselves that they brought orders favourable to the colony, they were con

ducl td, with all possible respect and ceremony, to the Colonial ASSC'mbly, which had 
assembled in haSle al the usual place of their scssio n. 

llting admitted as agents of the directory, their speeches on lhe occasion w;re most 

flauering for the colony, as the)' announctd that they .,.:ere charged with a commission 

from the Di~ctory, which had no other object than the real happi~5S and prosperlly 
of the colony. They were accordingly received in the most respectful manner. 

However one of the members of the Assembly, more courageous, and possessing 

more forethought than the rest, dcmanded if l'berc was not also a commission 

named to rtceive from the agents the orders and ill5tTUctions with which they were 

charged, and to ghoe an account o f them to the Assembly. 

This question was evaded by the agents, who that very evening wer.· n$falled in 

the gove1'r.ment.-.hou5(". 

On the following day, 19th July, they reviewed the two rcgiment~ th~ 107th and 

l o8th, which formed the old garrison, and cau&ed the battalion, of about ~ight hun

dred men, and -two companies of artillery, which tbey had brought with them, to be 

landed. At the review they flattered the IOlditn. and secnlCd to blame the colony, 

on account of thtir I1!cei\'ing their pay in paper. Their discourse soon spread 

abroad. and began to con6r~ the fears of those who were alarmed at the arrival 

of pcrwru, wbo: by their great po ..... ers. became the arbiters of their fate: they 

had, indetd, been already stru ck by the evasion of the agents to produce their 

aY '. 
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instructions; nor wa~ it 10llg b~rore they were confirmed in these senti 'Olents, a~ 

the agtnu, think ing themselves fixed in their situation, 60ught for a prt'tcxl to 

quarrel with Ihe GOl'ernor Malanic, and even wt'!nt so rar as to thre<lten to ha\'c 

him hanged. They were like ... ·i.~c so impmdenl as to menace, in the same manner, 

1\1. des Crozilles, the member of the Colonial Ancmbly, who had demanded that 

their instructions should be laid before: them. 

July 20th. The agents reviewed the national guard of the port, and ",'cre 
allonished to find it about four thousand strong. I n short, Ihey were received 

with an appearance of mistrust, which became general. These fears wert: com_ 

municated to che inhabitants of the interior parts, who, having conferred together" 

came armed to the lown. 
During thc=se two days the Colonial A.~scmbly, panicularly charged witn the 

safety of Ihe colony, had ~lablished a commillt.'e of nine mem~rs, to corrcspo"d 
,,"' itn the agents, and cndca\·our to obtain some information of their futurt inten_ 

tion!. 

The silence, in which tney persisted, no longer lefl any doubt of their design of 

pulling' into execution tne decree abolishing aU slavery in the FRneh colonies. 

The inhabitants therefore, being convinced of the imminenl danger which threatened 

them, weR influenced hy oue common determinati on to enga~e in the dismission 

uf Ihe agents; but as it was apprencndc=d that the troops might support (hc;m, Iwcmy 

young Creoles devoted themselves 10 the we1fare of the colony,and vo ..... cd the dcath 

of these instrumems o f republicart despotism. 

1 n thi. morning, of the 21st of July, almost all the inhabitants of the colony were 

assembled rm the public place al the door of the government_house. where the 

agents cOf"'nued to ~,;de, although informed of the danger which thre:atenc:d them: 

The Governor-general Malartic was taken from his government, and carried ill 

triumph to the Colonial Assembly. The agenu then order~ General Magalon, 

wno came wi th them, to cause the: troops 10 take arms against Ihe inhabitaOli: this 

order the general excu~ himself from oht:ying, by declaring that as he was under 

the command or General Malartic, he could receive none which had n01. his. signa_ 

ture affixed to them. The agenu in vain informed him that they deposed Ceneral 

Malartic, and appointw him as his successor. 

I n the mean while some young Creoles entered the government.hoult, by .he win

dows, and announced to we agentl that, bein8 cbarged w.hb orden lhM brought. on 
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the de&truction of the colony, they deserved death; at the same moment one of the 
agents narrowly escaped being lUlled by the discharge of a pistol. and the other was 

preserved by the Commissioners of toe Colonial Assembly. who at that instant wefe 
treating with them. 

The inhabitants, il .formed of this event, and seeing the soldiers remain quiet in 

thei r quarters, contented thcmseh-cs with insisting on the immediate rc.cmbarkation 

of lhe agents, a requisition to which the members of the commiS.iion acceded: and~ 

having persuaded the agenu lO submit, they accompanied them in person, in order 

10 preserve them from the general indignation; and, in this manner, conducted thenl. 

on board a sloop, which had been just ordered to receive and take them to the 

FhiHippinc islands. This destination had, wilhout doubl , been preferred, as being: 

onr: of the most remote places from France. This order had been obtained by the 

Colonial As.semoly from General Malartic, who, during the whole of this tumult • 

..... as present with them. • 

The ~Ioop, Le ~1oineau, having. in t ..... e1ve hours, received all the necessary storts 

for its voyage, got under sail fo r its destination, bUl, o n the morrow of their de

parture, having dressed themselves in their directorial costume, they harangUed the 

crew, and suon induced them to mutiny again - he captain, and consent to return 

to France. after having put in at Madagascar. to take in the stores necessary fur w 
long a voyage. 

The colony, thus freed from the presence of the agents, gave themselves up to 

trampo~ of gratitude towards the military chiefs and troop-' who had refused to shed 

blood. Every aile .. gerly contributed voluntary gifts in fa\"Our of the soldiers, and 

good order was fe_established under the administration of the consUluted autho

ritics. An advice was scnt immediately to France, with an address of the Coloni.J 

Assembly, as well to the two Councils as to the Directory, giving ao account oftbe 

di.missal of its agents. and representing it- in a manner, as may be supposed, the 

most favourable to themselves. 

The imminent dangers to which everyone had been exposed. from the sudden 

emancipation of the slaves. with which they had been threatened, had, in a moment, 

nUied every one, as it were, to the common standard, and produced this union of the 

whole colony, for the immediate di.missal of its agents. E"ery one congratulated 

himself on such an happy event, and entena.inments were Given on the occasion 

throughout the colony. 

aVo .. 
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" But in a very shon time a difference of interest rekindled discord, and some 
c\·il spirits, always aClJ\'C in fomenting mill;cnicf, conceived the hopes, by means of 

the soldiers In the garrison, of rene:wing thc: public disorder. The soldiers, to whom 

the colony continualh' gave: proofs of its gratitude, in order to maintain peace, abu st:d 

the kindocss with which they wcre treatc:d, and having given themselves lip to licen. 

liou$ne~s with the Negro women, formed a plan of freeing them from the servitude 
which retained th('m with their masters, hy proclaiming their freedom. 

1797. The Colonial Assembly. who watched without ceasing for the preservation 

of the island, being informed of the fresh dangers with which it wa~ threatened, 

succeeded in obtaining from the Governor-general Malartic an order for sending 

to Batavia all the soldiers who came with the agents, under the di\,jsion of Viee 

Admiral Sercey, which was executed towards the end of the yea r 1197. on pretext 

of assisting a colony, in jilliance with them, and which was threatened by the 

common ene:my. 
1198. Thi s iii the epoch when two ambassadors from Tippoo Sultalln 'arrived 

at the Isle: of F rance. The following is a copy of the proclamation, published on 

this octasion by the Governor-general Count de Malartic . 

• 
MALARTIC'S PROCLAMATION. 

LIB E1\ T Y. E Q:UAL ITY, 

TIlE J'J\E NC U REPUBLIC, ONE A N D INDI VLSI IILE • 

• PROCLAMA TlON, 

By Anne Josepb Hyppoiite }.{aiarti&, Commander in Cbief and Guoernor.gelltral 
oj the Isles of Era 'ICe alld oj Reull ioll,- and oj aU tbe Fre/l,b £stabJisbmt1lls 10 
tbe Eastward oj tbe Cape oj Good Hope. 

CITIZEN S, 

H AV H~ C fur several years known your zeal and attachment 10 the interests and 

the glory of our Republic. we afe very anxious, and feel it a dUlY, to mllkt' you 

acquainted with all the proposilions which have been made to us by Tippoo Sui·, 

laUD, who has lent two amba5Qdors 10 u.s • 

• A pmiculu eJ'prcmion anp\oytd by the repUblicans. mnnia, of Ihe hie of kurbon. 

.' • 
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This prince has written particular letters to the Colonial Assembly, as well as 

to all the generals employed under this government, aud has addressed a packet 
to us for the [ xecuti\,c Directory. 

1. He ric.:sircs to form an offensive and defensi\'C alliance with the French. and 
proposes to maintain, at his charge, as tong as the war shall last in India. the troop" 

which may be sent to him. 

2. He promist's to fumish every necessary for carrying on the war, "inc and 
brandy excepted, with which he is wholly unprovided. 

3. He decla res, lhal he has made c\'ery preparation 10 receive the succou rs which 

may be scm to him, and that, on the arri\'al of the troops, the commanders and 
officers win find c\'cry thing necessary for engaging in a war, to which .Europeans 

are bUl litlle accul>LOmcd. 
4. In a word" he oul), ..... aiLS the moment ..... hen the French shall come to his 

assistance, to declare war against the English, whom he ardent ly desires to expel 

from l udia. 
As il is impossible for us to reduce the number of the 107th and 108th regiments, 

and of the regular guard of the pan of F rattf1lj/c,· on account of the suecourrwhkh 

we have furll ished to our allies, the Dutch, we invite the citizens, who may be d is. 

posed to cnter as voluntCCl's, to enrol themselves in their respective municipalities .. 

and 10 strve under the banners of 1 ippno. 
This prince desires also to be assisted by the free citizens of colour : we there_ 

fore invite all such who are willing to sen 'C under his fl<tg, to enrol themselves. 

\Ve can assure allrne cilizens who shall enrol themselves, that Tippoo will aJlow 

them an advantageous rate of pay, the lenns or which will be fixed with hi:; ambas

sarlon, who will further engage, in the name of their sovereign, tbat all Frencbmen, 

who m<ly enter into his armies, shall never be detained afler they bave expressed a 

wish to return to their own country. 

D one at POft North.we~t, the 30th of January, 1798. 

(Sign. d) MALARTlC • 

• ltSnniog tb! Port BourbOn of Mauritiut. 

.. 
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}.{alnrlic·s Letters to Tippoo Sultault's Ambassador!. 

C E!\T LIME N, 

Ide of France, the "lh of Ftbruary, 1798, 6th Yu.r of the Rrpubllc. 
I 

1 am too sincere in my nature to suffer you to remain ignorant of the great dissa

tisfaction which your letter o f this morning has given mc. You r Sullaun deputed 

you to solicit our aid on such condidons as we might deem just, and not on those 
'which you now prescribe to us. 

The demands which 1 have proposed to you, within these few days past, were 
fnmcd by General Dagincoun. who is particularly known to your Sultaun, under 
whose orders he 5en'cd when a captain of grenadiers in the bat~i9t. of !.he regiment 

of the h ie of France, whi~ made a campaign during the last war, under the Babau _ 

da r and :rippoo Sultaun; J therefore persist in demanding, for all the office rs and 

volunteers, the pay and provisions Stipulated inlne last statement wnicn I transmittc:a 

to y~. 
Tn~ pay which was granted len ycars ago, cannOl be made a rule for the pay 

which ought to be gi ven now. 

T hose who at wat period received l50 rupees per month, now demand Goo. 
A s you do not choose to take surgeons ; ),ou shall not have them; but your 

master will not be satisfied with your conduct on Ihis anicle. 

The officers and , 'ol unteers who att: to accompany you, shall not make a journey 

or 500 leagues to ascenain wbat pay T ippoo Sultaun may choose to fix for them. 

I shall order them not to disembark, until Tippoo Sultaun shall have liausficd them 

lhat he will allow the pay and provilions which I propose to him. 

' Ve have not 6OU~l you, you came to solicit our aid : you ough~. thererore, to 
lubmil to the conditions which I propose to you: tbey arc just and reasonable. 

Salutation and fraternity. 

(Signed) MALA RTIC. 
Govcrnor.Gcneral. 

(A true trarulation) C. G. KEBLE. Frcoth IrawIatDr. 
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NaJT'ative of tbe Proceedings of T;ppoo Sultaun's Ambdssadors. 

The following CirClimstances wer, ta!t'" dcrwn, (lJ dictated by Ripaud, on board IhI 
Ycml, ol/the 27th of Zaukree, 1225. oj lIIabomn:td, tlllswerittg to I,be JS'h oj 
December, 1797. 

[ T has been ordered by the liacred Presence, that (we) must bring thiny thousand 
hone aild forty thousand infantry , one hundred guns and mo rtolfS, with their equip

menu and artillery men, to j oin the French force. Provision!, carriage, convey
Ancc:, and military strlrt"s, shall be furnished by tbe Khoodadaud SiTkar. This article 
was not brought forward. 

ThaI we should forward as great a number of Europeans as we can, togClher wilh 
twenty or thirty thousand men of colour, who know their exercise well, and com_ 

manded by experiencctl officers. 
That the generals who may be sent on the part of the French be masters of their 

professioll, such as C eneral Magalon: and as our king is beller versed ill the 

systems of India, the Freuch Generals must consult with him, and carryon opera
tious against the enemy, in COlleen with him. 

hatever may be takell in thIS war from the enemies of ou r king and the re_ 
public, such as tOw",. fans, factories, effects, .bips and vessels, money, &c. or 
whatever cash or treasure be taken from nations in .subjection to them; all these 
musl be divided into two equal parts, one half for our king. anti me other for tbe 
republic; excepting the country of the Khoodadaud Sirkar, which the: En&liqh for_ 

merly wrested by force of arms; such country will be retained by tbe Sirkar, and 
the FrC'lch are 10 have no share in it. 

Should the French republic be desirous of making peace with the English, they 
are not to conclude such peace without our king being comprehended therein; be
cause, after tnc: treillY of alliancc, !.he enemies of the republic will be still the ene_ 
mies of our king, and it would be inconsiStent with friendship and justice not to 
include him in Ihe Ill'ace. 

Should anyone ill the sc.fvice of the Khoodadalld Sirkar t:mt:r the French camp, 
and commit an)' oUlrolge, let him be apprehended and sent to the Presence, in order 
,hal h~ may be plllli lohed according to the fo rms or the Khoodadaud Sirkar; and, 
in tbe aame manner. ahould anyone or the FreDcb army cnttr the camp of our king, 

'. 



HISTORY OF MAURITIUS, 

and be guilty of all)' outrage and irregularity, he shall be immediately apprehended, 

and sent 10 the general of the French army, in order that he m3}' punisll him agree_ 

ably to his own custom$. Thi s article was not brought forward. 

Should d~se propositions be approved by the republic, we request the leaders of 

the mother_republic to transmit speedy intelligence thereof to our king, b} a small 

vesscl, in order that his highness. in persoll, may set on foot a formidable and 

\'iClorious arm)', to m~t that or the French in the neighbourhood of Mirjaun, which 

place is ncar to Goa. Oh, French nation! with,a "iew [0 the mutual interests of 

the panies, OUT king intended to send sevcralletten under his august seal and signa_ 
tun!:, with four urdan of high rank, for the purpose of negotiating, in a $hip belong. 
ing to the Khoodadaud Sirkar, to the chief. of (he mothet"_country: but the appre. 

hcnsions of the enemy, and the unfavourablcness of the season, >revented thi, 

design from being put in {xecution. A standard of the rep,u bllc as, however, 

quickly prepami, and set up in the camp of Lally; which hi s majesty caused to be 

saluted wilh three thousand guns . • 

Ripaud ant! Mons, de Bay can bear testimony to this fact: and whereas our 

king has declared. that he willlllu, support the ~1.andard of the republic: 0 French 
nation! if ye will but consent to these propositiolu, you need not hereafter fear 

}'our encmie~. Tum your thoughu only to the protcction of your island, 

Jdng will keep the EngliJt so cmployed and embarassed. that they will be 
to turn their attention towards you, Funhcr. Zemaun Shah, king of the Afghauns. 

and the greater part of the Indian powcu, are united with our king for this pur_ 
pose, and .... 'i11 not cease until they shall have driven the English out of India. 

o Protector! t 

Supporter of the world- HCilth! 

• llen follow tht namts of vmouslmvlemrntr or ",'ar, prolNbly IM'lning ordlunct, m~lutl, 

and rocktt. I but the urual ap}K'UariOf" beinl changed ucordioa; to Tippoo SulllUll'S I)'ltrm. it 

i. not known what 'pecin In: here drsi:nated. This alludes to the cereinony of cQMeCtltin, tht 
nlliona' fb,. ofwhith a detaikd account i. ,Iven in thejovnal of tbe .itlmst or Il jatobln dub. 
which bad bten tuablisbed at Serin,apatam. undtr the utplen of M. Jlipaud. Thil auteN. 
paper, in which tbe Sullaun lI.trled Ie Ci~Q Tippoo, "" iland in tbt .... cc II ~tIeo 

t Aa invocation to tht DeilY. 

" 
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The paniculars of our procc:cdiTlg~, from ou r first leav ing jemaui_"baud. until 

our arrival at the pon of Cowria.ul, Mangalore, in the Khoodadaud Sitkar, arc as 

follow' 
, On Sunday, the 17th of Zaukrcc, 122[) of the binh of Mahommed (5th De

cember. 1797) . we embarked. I? lpulld" occasioned the delay of a day or two ill 
adjusting the eq\lipments of lhc v('1>o;cl, &c. On the 19th, we weighed anchor. 

After proceeding five or six coss"t out to sca, Rlpaud, accompanied by several 

persnns, came lO us in a very disorde rly manner, desiring liS 10 shew them the 

letters \\ hll:h had hecn elllTuslcd to \IS for die SinJ..r~. tiT chier, ilt AfauritilH'

we ob~ervcd, that our orders from the PrC':.encc WCTel Ilrll to orx:;" the dispatches 

umjl our arrival then:. and that it was nm becoming in him, .... ·ho had. laid tnC 

foundation of the present cxpc:dition, and was acquainted with all ci rcumstances, 

to take such a slep. Bul our persuasioll~ were of no a\'ail; for he look the dis

patches from us by forcc, and, tearing open the leathe rn cnn:lope, wanted to open 

the kbrrutabs! also; we told bim that he would be disgraced , and his improper 

proceedings exposed to his whole nation; adding , that it was highl), unbcco,Jlling 

in him (0 be guilty of stich treachery and misconduct : that unti l our arrival al 

ft.1U1lrilius, we re~pected these kberrriabs as our lives, and that we would sacrifice 

them in ou r endeavours LO dtl i"er thest! kbtuelabs as we had been directed by the 
Presence. Upon this. he restorro them to us. The next day he came to us, and 

desired that we would makl'! over to him Ihe mone) whicb had been given to us by 
the Presence, for him and his French associates, otherw isc, s:tid he, 1 will go to 

Umba'tr (meaning, perhap~ towards Bombay), and other pans, for plunder, and wiU 

• Rip.1ud. ",ho commanded:a French pri.,ateer. W:lS, by ltress of weather. obliged to I'UI into 

Mlllgaloi"'. in the hiller part of 1796. He w:u there .1)ll'rehended. lent to Seringapalam, and 
(oofined. Ripaud (who is ;r. "iolent rcpublitan). being il1lerrogated by ' r il'()OO Suhaun wilb 
re.sllCCt to the disposition and abilit y of the French to co-openu e in all attack apilllt the Eng_ 
Ii~h Company" posses:oioll5 . encourngcd the 51111:11111 to expect a powerful co,opcril tion j and to 

drecr his delivc;.ry. magnified the rCJOurces of his lIation . and induced the SullaU Ii to bc l~. 

tba t :I very considert.ble force ,..as already usembled at the hie of Franc/:. and only waited his 

ummons. Tippoo therefore retainC1l Ripaud a!. vactecl, and selll him with hi. Imbusadon to 
·VI:turitiu5. 

~ A CO'5 i. uluaUy reckoned equal to about h\'0 miles English. 

I Khcreetal lil :arc the bags or CtiCS gf lissue, or l ilt .. in whiC'h kite" addrtSied to persons of 
r2uk arc IIsullly enclosed. 

.. , 
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coast it fOl five or ~I:' months. ,V~ answered, ,; You know very ..... ell, that the money 
which his highncss assigned for our expenees was entrusted to us in ) out prescllcc. 

by Shal" Ahmud, Mulli\...oo_Toojar; il i~, therefore, vcry unbecoming ill you to 
maL.e Ihis request." 

Refuge of the ,,'orld, health! He assigned for our accommodation tne part of the 

\'e5sel appropridlcd 10 the I ,ascars, without any place for us La sleep or si t dO .... ,I1; and 

ou r incom'cnicnccs increased daily: al 1as\ we desired Ripaud 10 allot some place 

fot U$ 10 remain in until our arrival at the Mauritius; upon which he ga\'c us a 

~mall dOllfY (boa!), which was on th e vessel, to sleep and cal in, umil our arrival at 

tile: island. From the day of our leaving MangaloTt', unt il ollr arrival at Mauritius, 

he gave us 110 mOTC water than he allowed to the La.~cars, which only sufficed for 

dril,king, and wa s not enough for cookmg. I n the course oftne: voyage, he took 

1 ... ·0 "essels; ... ,hen takin.,g the cargo OUI, he rclea5ed them. Arler len or twelve days 

we m'en'd dIrectly rO T the MauTidus.-Ripaud sent a message 10 me,- propoJing 
10 recite to us the commands which your highness had entrusted to him, respc::t

Ing I!)e ncgoU<Hium ",jlh the sirdars or lhe Mauritius; Ihat ..... e shou ld take a tran J
:01';0'; or Ihem, and mal..c ollr rcprC'~enlations accordingly, at the iiland. We 

replied, thai thc ~haik Ahmud. MuUik-oo.T ooJar, had communicated to us in his 
(Ripaud's) presence, orders to this effect, that whatcver he ( Ripaud) should dicl3tC 

10 tiS, or Idl u,~, \Ie should make our reprc:'Cnt'Hions accordingly 10 the sirdars 
above·mentioned, through the medium or l\l onsieu r de Bay. Ripaud brought 

several papers to us, and dictati ng 10 de nay, callscd him to write severa l anicles; 
which bung done, he said, that they were in conrormity to the orders of the 

Presc!'CL", and dc~ircd that ..... e would regulate ou r negotia tions by I h~nl. ] 1 is 

'mpo~s.ib!e to dC-Scribe the dist ress we suffctcd from the rain and the motion or 
Ihe waves. Ho\\ever, by the favour or Cod, and your Inajesty's auspices, we 

sur";' ed, and on Thursday lhe ad of the mouth Rawzee (. 9th J anuary, t 798), 

being arrived within twO coss or the Mauritius, it pilot ca me off in a boat to learn 

the circumstanCC50r the ship. Hc came on board, and R ipaud received him with a 

grtat deal of cordiality j he told him that we were ambassadors sent by your high_ 

ness to the sirdars or the Mauritius, and desired that he would send sorne onc o n 

shore to give the proper notification. The pi lot im mediately lent a Lascar. with a 

• Tht . :liteb ut dt~ignlttd. throughout thiJ paper, by the tt rm ,hoollum, or ,laves. Here 

tnt word j, ill tht ' ,nguJar number, And it, ptrhap~. inttndellto apply to the ""ritt r only. 

/ 
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verbal message, to the general: and in two or three hours* aCler, a phlSician came 

to ascertain the pcopk 's health on board the slup; he actordingly l ent (or all .... ho 

.... cre on board, and inqmred into the state of e\'ery man's health : he then came 

up 10 us, alld made a sa /u III , or obeisance, and lold U$, lhat he '>I'ould immediately 

,send nOllce to the general, of oll r amval; we deSlrcd hml to allot some place for 

our accommodatiun all shore, 'lIld enable m 10 disembark, add ing, IhaL In a day or 

two a[ltT, we would commence our i ntcl ~'icws .... ·jlh the si rdars; req uesting that our 

arrival might not be made known. 

Th.; ph)'~ician. <lflcr rcmal1lHlg an hour, retu T:1cd Itl thl! ,irdars. ;wd before 

tw O hours had elapsed, SCIlt fouf p(,NlIl~ o f" rank. .•.. jlh .. \ ed 'al message, Slating, 

that he was extremely happy at our arrivOII, and' wUJ.1J sCfld for us the next day; 

we replied, by requcsting that be woulJ ~I!nu for u, danoe-stiue!y, so that It should 

be known to no unc; they replied. that they would llIolke thl!Lr rl!port to tht" genc_ 

ral, and act agn'eablr to 5uch oruers a~ he 1111'l;ht ol\·e. They then departed. In 

the mean time, Ripauu carried Ihe ShLp near land, and droppmg anchor in th~ 

mouth of the river, immediately went to the general. .\ t twelve o'dock at night· ~ 

he came on board aga m, aud tOld us that he had reprc:;Cnted c\'ery thing io l~ 
general; uut before his return, five or six .sm.l.a rs, and lv-o aLdes.de_camp of--t;e_ 

neral M alartic, came to ~I S nn board the vessel, and told us that thq mu,," con_ 

fonn to the custom of their naliolL, and tha t if they dId not rccei \'e your hLgh~ss's 

ambassadors with due respect and auemioll, they would be censured from home. 

We used every argument in our po\I'e r 10 dissuade thc:m from that intention, but 

to no purpose, The next day, the .soldiers were drawn up in twe lines, from the 

bank of the river to General Malartic's house, by his pa.rticular directiun! He 

also scm kveral oflicclS in his own boa.1 to mect us, and conduct us to hi~ house; 

accon:ingly we ..... em all 5horc in the boal, and immediately on our landing, near a 

hundred and fifty SUILS werc lirN; a.nd we were conducted, with the utmost degree 

of respect, to the sirdars. When we arrived at General Malartic's house, the general 

h imsc l!~ General Sereey, the membcn of the coun cil, t and other SlTdaTl, met us at 

lhe door of the houic. The general scaled us all chairs at hili right hand. We pre

sented your bigh ne!s's oompliments to all the sirdar:., and lold toem, that the object 

_ T he houTs in Ihis paper dfuu be undttstootl 10 mean the Hindoul ny ghurr)' , COfltiSling of 

abou! ,] or %4- minules. 
t The Colonill A~scmblr· 

, 3 Z 5l 
' . 
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of our coming was to inquire ancr the health of your majetlY '. friendll.as lllO lie ..... ' 

of them had rcached the J-'rescnce for several years, and therefore your majesty had 

deputed us 10 all the sirdar~, thai we might asccr~;n and rr.tum with an aCCOUli1 of 
the welfare of your majesty's friends. I then look the Itbtreetabs, containing your 

majesty's letters, in my hands, rose from my seal, and addressing the toirdars. lold 

them thai they muSl take the royal lC:ltcrs with respect. Upon this, Cenenl M .. .Ianir 

arose, and taking oR' his hal, received the letters from my hands. I n the sanlt man~ 

IIc r Ceneral SeTcey rose from his place, and came up to mc. and thell I delivered 

to him his leller also. General Magalon \\'3S not then prescnt, bllt General Malani .. 

told us, that if we would deliver to him your highness's letter to General Magalon, 

he would take care [0 convey it to 'that officer, and obtain his receipt for it: we accord

iHgly dcli\'ercd the ;augustlcuer inlo the hands of General Malartic. When I after

wards inquin=d ..... ho ..... as the president of the council ; Malartic desired M Oll5ieur des 

Combres to rise and take ~e Iwen. At the time of our landing, we desired Ripaud 

Ll accompany us, which, howt:ver, he did not; but, in about one hour after our ar~ 

Tival, he came to the assembly, and holding his hat under his arm, stood at a distance, 

..... ... ~~: [~Id Genel1ll Malan ic that Monsieur de Bay had been sent from the Presence 

10 be: the interpreter between him and us, in any ncgocialions which might take place 

between us ; in consequence of which, he called de Bay, and observed to him, 

that in your highness's leHer Yoosuf_Alli was men tioned~ as the I>crson deputed. 

whereas our names were Huuem-Alli and Shaik_Ibrahim, and desired 10 know the 

reason of Ihi s. This being explained to u. by de Bay, I answered, that Meer

Yoosu f_Alli had been originally appointed, but being affiictcd wi lh ill ness, he had 

bet:n set aside, and you r highness had deputt:d us instead. We tht:n lold General 

Malartic that we had seve ral poinu of 3 secret natu re to communicate torhim, and 

theref9re if he wculd stnd. fo r UI in private, ;"e would "nfold to him what 

you r highnCS5 had directed. General Malartic answered, .. At three o'clock 'We 

will vi~i1 you at your place of residence;" we then took our leave. Gcneral M .... 

lanic provided us both with palanquins, and directed the bearers 10 remain with UJ 

as long as we continued on the island, and he ga \'c U5 a garden close to the city 10. 

reside in. At three 'O'clock all tbe simn tame tD visit OJ: we accordingly went 

to mt:et them at. far al the garden gale. and conducted [hem iOlo the hoo~ with 

aU due ceremony wnd re&p<:cl. We aeatcd them on chairs, and addrclSalthcm 10 

this effect : If The object of our "ing, in deliring to fOfm an aUian" wilh the 
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" I:rench republic, is 10 crush our already half-expiring enemy;-what do you wait 

" forl His majesty is ready to afford you succours ; she: yourselves, therefore, in 

"India. The unbounded violence and opprcssion of the English have rendered aU 

"the princes of India their enemies; they are enfeebled on every side, and from the 
"great extem of territory, which they have acquired by artifice, they arc dispersed 

n in all quarters. Look upon the present lime as a most fortunate opportunity; liefld a 

" large anny. and an extensive train of artillery. to the assistance of our sovc::reign, and 

"afler chastising our mutual enemies, drive them om of India. .The Englilb 
" tremble al the very name of our sovereign and of the Frend' , and Will not be 

" able to withstarvl his power, when it is supported by the aid of the French repub~ 
" lie, but will be ddeated in evcry quarter. It is well known to the republic, that 

" both his late majesty, and Ollr presem sovereign, have at ali times been the rriends 
" and well·wishers of the French nalion; have always sought the-ir assistance aud sup_ 
" port, and made common cause in the war. aga inst their enemies. The wish of 

" of our sovereign i~ Ihis, that, by affording assistance to the republic, the French 
" name may become as honoured and exalted in India, as it is through Euro~ an. 
" among the Muuulmen." • / 

The sirdars asked, if an auxiliary force should be furnished from Europe, would 

your highne$.l supply them wilh provisions, military Slores, conveyance, and carriage? 
We answered, that from the day of the landing of the French army in IndIa, your 

highness would supply them with provisions; that is to say, rice. meat of every kind, 

and ghee (excepting, however, European liqllors), military ~tores, conveyance, and 
carriage. They then told us, that, for the purpose o f procuring a luge military 

force, they would fit out twO ships of war, which should be dispatched to France, wit h 

leners frOl, themselves, together with your highness's letlers addressed to them, which 
would be g,iven in cha~ to two confidential persons of rallk; and they desired that 
we would give them a memorandum of the provisions and carriage which we had 

promi.e~ Ihen:l\ .in~ order that they might forward it to Europe, and speedily obtai n 
the military succottrs "r(quircd. 'Vc replied, that we would the next day furnish 

tbt:m with the aCCOunt they requested. They then rose and ..... ent home. In the 

morning thry sent the priJlc:ipal aid..de.camp and· , Dewan,t to us ; who said, 

tbat General Malanic aent his compliments, and desired him 10 mention, that he and 

the other three sirdars were about to write leiters to the government in Europe, and 

• U docs not appear wbo the "Iber WU, t Superintcnd,,,,, t of the linanct, or rCVCD~. 

'. 
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therefore be requested that we would furnish him willi the memoranduTn/ which,we 
had promised, with respect to provisions and cllTiaboe. Having accordingly drawn 

up a mem orandum with regard 10 provisions and ca rriage, we SCnt it by Mons. de 
Bay 10 General :o.'laianic. Cherisher of the World,~ health !-These fOllr sirdan 
nan~ each written separate ie:ucrs, to procure a large force for the assi stance of the 
Sirkar; and have deputed two confidential penons, one MOilS. - -," the principal 

aid-dc-camp, the other Mons. Magen. a captain, in order 10 represent the excess of 
your highness's friendship and attachment. and ckarged with your highness's letters 
addressed to General Mabrtic, &c. 

Accordingly, on the 7th of Ratl7.ce. 1 US, o f the birth of Mahommed, (2gd of 
January, t798). they were dispatched to Europe. on tWO ships of war, wi,th the ut_ 

most caution . After two or three days, with a view to 5trengthen the foundations 

of friendship and auacl}piem, we causro a paper to be drawn up by Monsieur de 

Bay, to the following purpose, and sent it to General MalaYl ic; viz. that, in order 
10 cement the basis of friendship and alliance, it was necessary Ihat both parties should 

~ "'bind,themsch'cs by oalhs, in order ;.hat the system of hannony and friendship, suo_ 

~g between your majesty and the French nation, might be confirmed. and while 
tbe moon should keep itl course, this alliance should remain unimpaired and unvio_ 
latcd . General Malarlic returned for answer, thai the ratifiention of the alliance by 

oath depended upon the government in Europe j that Ihe friendship between the 

Khoodadaud Sirk'ar and the French nation was fully establi shed; th'at there would 

never be any diminution of that friendship and union, as long as the moon retained 
her cou~ ; that the enemies of thei r state were the 'enemie.s of the Frencb nation; 

that your highneu would soon have an opportu nity of seeing what tbe devotion and 
friendship or th~ French nation would effect, with the view of crusbing/ he enemy; 

and Ihat he was fr ')m hil heart the devoted servant of your sirkar. 

, 

R efllge of the: World I In consequence of the severity of a sea voyage, and unfa_ 
vourableness oflhe climate, I wallO mu ch indisposed, thai Geaeral Malanic" Dewan 

n:marked it, and told the general that I was extremely ill ; in oonsequence of that infor~ 
mation, he immediately sent two of tbe first physicians 10 attend me, with a message, 

that on the next day, at three o'clock, he yiould come himself to vi sit me. :The fol_ 

lowi ng day General M:lIartic came accordingly, and after making inquiries mpccling 
my healtb. be said, that Ripaud bad made an erroneous n:preseniation 'w your bisfme.., 

l' Name ilIeaibk . 

. ' 
/ 
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Which occasioned w to be deputed, that bad we arrived fou r months before, he could 
have sent u. back witn one thousand Europcan~. until the arrival of the anny from 

Eutbpc, but that those troops had now been dispatched to Batavia, to the assistance 

of the Dutch. Sull, however, he would manifest his devotion in the best ma nner he 

could, and that he would not send us away empty_handed. He then asked in what 
places your highness bad factories established, and what was the practice of the sirkar 
with respect to the establishment of factories? and desired us to . end a memorandum 

u~n tbe ~ubject. The ne",t day we caused de Bay to draw up a reply, to the fol
lowing effcct, which we .sent to General Malartic; viz. ... That your highness had 

"established factories at Muscat, at Kutch, at Bussora. and in mher principal cities; 
"that twO confidenual persons were kept al each fact ory to buy and sell; and that if 
"he were willing that a faclory. on the pa rt of your highness, should be established 
"at the Mauritius, we could-rcprelCnt illO your highness, aile: that if you approved, 
"a faclory should be established accordingly." Some days after, General Malan ic 
sem for us, and told us, that he readily agreed to the establishment of tile si rkar's 
factory at the Mauritius, adding, that he would appoint a dewan to superintend il 
who would provide such articles as your highness requ ired, Oi l 3. favourahle rdt'to a~ 
also that he would assign II. house, belonging to the Company, for the purpose .".......--

]0 the course of three days, I scm a lIote by Monsienr de Bay to (;el1('ra\ l\fa_ 

lartic, rcquesling, that he would procure some plams of rhe ntllmeg and clove.(, 
IIOme European fruit trees. fine coloured and swcet scented fJ OIl'cr5o and filling 
some wooden boxes witll' eanh, plant them therein, and send them cilrefullr back 
with us, to be presented to your highness . The general immediately sent for the 
gardener, and direcled him to prepare the plants ill the boxes. with thc 1.I1rt\mt expe_ 
dilion. th'ree o'clock, we received a visit from General Sercey i we advanl.cd 
to IDCel hll , conducted lum into the house, and sca ted him on a cha ir. General 

Screey laid thai, please God, some large succours would VC!y soon arrive 
from Europe, thaI it was his intelllion 10 .;lccompany the troops to your high_ 
ness. We then I it would be very desirable, if he cou ld send back with us, 
five or , ix experienced navigators, se\'cral ship-builders, and iron cannon founders ; 
to which General Se:rcey agreed, promising to st:nd them wi th us on our return. 
After siuing two houn, he rose. General Malartic, soon after, sent a message by 
hls Dewan, inviting us, the following murning, 10 see the powder mills, garden~and 

m:ortar.firing (adding" thal he should be at the powder works before us. Early 
, ' 

• , 
( 
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in the morning, accompanied by de Bay, we went to the P9wder works, and im_ 

mediately on our alighting from our palanquins, at the gate, we were saluted with 
twenty_one guns, the soldiers ..... ere: drawn OUt in IwO ranks, while several ofitcers 
came out to meet us, and conducted us to Cenera,l Malartic and Gelleral Sereey, 

"ho mct U5 3t the head of the stairs, and taking our hands. scaled us upon chairs, and 

then proposed to ~hew us the works: ..... e answered, thaI it was JUSt as they pleased; 
their pleasure was ours. They immediately rose, and ,hewed us all the works. Vic 

then wc:nt without the gilles, "'here thcy directro.the anillery-men to fire the mortars 
at the targets, which they did\firtttu limes. They tben requeued Ihat ""c would So 

and sec the garden, .... 'nn the plants of nutmegs and cloves, &c. On our leaving the 

powder works, .... 'e were again saluted with twemy_one guns. \Ve then proceeded 

10 the garden, where we: remained four hours, and then returned home. The next 

day, General Malartic sent to invite us to go and see some fire.works to be dis_ 

played that night; accor~ingly. an hour before the close of the day, we weotto the 

place .... ·here the 6rc.works were to be exhibited. The second aid_de_eamp, and 

_"" 0-~6\'e simars, came out to meet us, and conducted us to the upper story j at lhat time 
~ttt: the gencral.s were not present. Having sal till nine o·c1ock. at night, .and seen 

~re ..... 'orks, we retu rned home. Two or three days afterwards, they invited us 
to·go and see the arsenal, the moody.khaun:t -, and the iron manufactory, desiring 

that we .... 'ould come for that purpose at four hours after dayligill. \Ve accordingly 

set OUt, and on our arrival at the gale of the arsenal, the sirdars belonging to the 

clilablishment, came out to meet us j tbey shewed us the whole of the establishment 

of muskets, implements o f war, balls, &c. &c. after which we lOOk our leave. 

The next day, General Malartic sent a verbal me$S3ge by - Dewan, inviti.ng 

us to go, at .hree o'clock in the afternoon, to sec the batteries and o~rdn nee. The 
person in commanl] of them, received directions to shew them to us; and we ac. 

cordingly ~t OUl, accompanied by Monsieur de Bay j and when rived at the 
batteries, the sirdars of that depanmcnt came forward, and ,hew~}oS the batteries 

and ordnance; they caused scveral shots to be fired. J\.fu:f · S::ei ng them all, we 

look leave of lOOse sirdau, and returned home. The next day, we were informed 

by de, Combrc:s and the Dewan, that General Malartic had sent a ship to Bourbon, 

to feteh men for the ~rvice of the·sirkar; and iliat the general said ~ he would nOt 

,uffcr us to take leave, until the return of the ship : we told tbem, tbat we were no, 

r" 
) 

• Gran.ry. 

• 
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come to carry away with us mel) to be enlisted fo r the service of the sirku, (in 

other words, recruiu), nor were IUch the orders we received from the PreSCtlce. 

Five or SIX days after, General Malartic informed us, that he had appoi nted some 

men for the service of the sirkar, whom he was about to send accordingly, and 

d~red us to give it under our hands, that we would represent to the Presence, 
and procure their entertainment at we rate of pay, which he should fix . 'Ve 

infonned him, that we could not venture to make any suc h representation 

to the Prt$cnce. General Malartic replied, " 'Vert I to wrilt to the Presence: 
(( would it not be agreed to?" 'Ve answered, that if he chose to wri le, il would 

be at ),our highness's option to agree to it or not, After this, we took leave. 
Bcing returned home, we wrote and sent a le tter to General Malartic, by Monsieur 

de Bay, to this purport: .. It is very well known to )·ou, ~ir, that the object of 

" our coming hither was, to carry with us the succour of a large and effective 
f ( body of t roops. Persons of your nation, repre.emed 10 the Presence, that a. 
If consi<lenble body of troops was actuaUy ready at tbe Mauritius, for thc assistance 

" of the sirkar; and .wat as lOon as ambassadors should be sent to the: sirdara 0.,..-...... 
f( the Mauritius. on the: part of the Khoodadaud sirkar, an efficient body of:mc~ 
01 should be sent back with them, whereby the common enemy would be: chasti~. 
" Had his highncss been pleased to give us orders for raising French recruits, 
*' his highness would not have: ~t us "'ilhou! settling their r.lIe of pay and eSlab. 
If lishment, agreeably to (he cuslom of the sirkar. From a rega rd to the ancient 

II union and esta blished friendship subsisting between tbe two states, rou deem it 

if improper to send away the ambassadors of the Khoodadaud Sirkal l!'mply handed. 

U and therefore propose to send a few men, whom you yourself ha\·c cngag.::!! for 

" t1\e sc:rvi e of the sirkar ; bUI the object of the sirkar will nOI be answered by 
U so small number : neither are we instructed to carry with UI recruits from 

" the Maurit 5, nor indeed can this be done without money. Men of you r 

$ every day (meaning for the pu rpose of being engaged). and 
,. require to be fu i5 e ith money; but supposing they waved their demand for 

" money here, and ·voluntarily repaired to the Presence wilh us, under )'ourordcrs • 

• : thei r pay must be fixed by the Presence; it would Lhercforc: be prefernble to 

" 4epute tWO vakeels of your own wi~h us, to negociale the matter. As soon as 

( f luch vakeels shall have arrived at the Presence, and his highneS1 sball have stated 

.. to th-em.the rale or pay and establishment. as allowed to Lally', force in the 

4 A 
" 
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.. service: of the sirkar, should his highness be disposed to cntertain Ih;m, agrec_ 

.. ably to the ac(unomed rale of our sitkar, bis highness will send money with his 

•• ambassadors: and then you may enlist men, and &end them accordingly: in 

C< lhe mean time, do us the favour to give us leave to return to the Presencc,"
General Malanic wrote in answer, and also senl word by Monsieur des Cambres, 

and dewan, that he proposed sending Messrs. Chapuis and Dubuc, wilh 

several other sirdars, to your highness; with this view; that until the arrival of the 

French succours from Europe, the former should rc:side at the Pn=senec in quality 

of plenipotentiary; that the Clher Frenchmen might nOl, by telling fal i ities, like 

Ripaud, deceive your highness; and that Monsieur Dubuc might be deputed to 

France, togcther with your highness's ambassadors, at the opening of the season, 

to negociate on the pan of your highness: as by his going, many points of great 

imponallce .... ould be eI~cted. For these reasons. he said, h(: proposed sending 

these persons to the Presence, that hereafter, should your higbness approve of 

engagi ng Frenchmen for your service, they should be entenaiucd at the rate, and 

,.;""' ..... ~ -;·cco~di llg to the customs of the sirkar, and sent accordingly. 

~eruge of theWorld !-After the lapse of eighteen days, the ship which had been 
Icm to Bourbon, returned empty. It appeared, that a great many men wished to 

come, but were prevented by the want of means. On being informed of this, 

General Malanic sent word to us, that he proposed, ill the course of five or six 

days, to send us to Bourbon; that we might carry to your highness as many men 

as were willing to accompany us. General Mangalon paying us a visit, we stated 

to him, that it would be very gratifying, ir he would accompany the troops destined 

for the service of the state : to which he replied, that when a cons.iderable force 

should arri\'e frem Europe, for the purpose of subduing the enemy' be would 

accompany it to the Presence, ana he desired that we would make ( represen_ 

tation 10 your higness. After sitting two hours, he took leave. F r days after, 
Genera! Malartic sent for us to his house. at three: o'clock in~ llftemo:on. and 

then proposed to us to embark the following morning aI_~loc.k., addmg, that 

he himself would accompany Ul on board of ship, to take leave. 

On the next day, being Thursday the 2Ut of Rubbaunce, lU5t (8th March 

1798), of the birth uf Mahommeti, we set out. When we arrived at the ~nk • 

of the ri-ver, several sirdars aecompanie~ us in the boot, and eJcorted w on boaru 

the ship. (the frigate la Preneuses. where they took leave. General Malartic. 
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Monsieur Chapuis. and Monsieur Dubuc, followed us on board; when the former 

delivera:l to w the Icbtreetabs, containing the Qrtttes to you r highness's addrcu . 

desiring that we would present his humble respects. He then gave orders for 

weighing anchor, and returned. As soon as General Malartic had gOl into the 

boat. the captain of the .hip ordered the aochor 10 be hove; and in one day and 
a night, we arrived at Bourbon, when: we anchored. Monsieur Chapuis and Dubuc, 

went on shore to visit the governor of Bourbon; and returned. bringing with them 

four persons, who were desirous of proceeding to (he Presence. The captain con
tinued here: the whole day, and then weighing anchor, sbaped his coune for Man
galore. with about an hundred men. 

Near the line we mel with a storm'. in which one of the masts of the ship was 
. prung, and during the whole of the nighl, the people despaired of their lives; 

but through the favour of Cod, and tbe royal auspices, in the morning thc storm 

abated. 
Prior to this, 1 bad the honour to write to your highnes.t, a full and accurate 

account of the engagement which took place off Tcllicherry, · together with tI '
disc:mbarkment. of the Europeans, and their demands. Thus your bighne~ ;JlV" -
'have been informed of those particulars. 

Dated 8th of Tuckee. of the year Shadaub. lu6 of Ihe birth of Mahommcd, 

(sa May, '198.) 
A true Translation. 

N. B. EDMONSTON£, 

P. T. to Government. 

CircuJar.- Copy Of a L tller jronJ the &cret Commillee €if Directors 10 tbe Govern_ 
ment in l"dio, dated the 26th oj November, 1798. 

Our letter .,. : 00 of the 18th of June Ian, inclosed a copy of our orders to the 

Covemar.genera in u:; neil, of the same date, relative to the expedition from 

Toulon, under General Bonaparte., and directing your obedience thereto, so far d 

mould respect your Preaidency. . 

• This all~ to the capture of the Raymond and Woodcott lndiamen i.o Tdlichny Road. 

&A. 

'. 
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Our subsequent advice! of July and AllgUst will have infOrmed.you oflhe appP"iot. 

ment of Mr. Jones to reside at the Court of the Pach. of Bagdat, as well ' s the ob~ 

ject of hi5 mission, and of the reinfor«menu already sent and now lending out to 

lnd ia. 
Since the date of our letter of June last, above alluded to, the landing.of .Bona. 

parte in Egypt has been fully confirmed. By the glorious ,·jctory of Admiral Net.. 

.!On over the French fleet near Alexandria, and the opposition made to their progren 

through Egypt, by the Arab., under lbe authority of the Porte, the designs of the 
French have btc:n considerably impeded; yet ir, conmry,to our hopei and expecta. 

tions, be should be able to establish himself in Egypt, we cannot but still be under 

apprehensions fo r the safety of our Indian possel5jo~. These: .ppreheraions arc 

considerably increased in con!equence of some hinl' lately _Iuggested by the Right 

Honourable Henry Dul)dal. that if the French .hould be able to Illbdue Egypt. 
and to establish their authority· in that country, it is likely their next progm.iv'e 

measure would be to secure the communication of the Red,sea with the GuJf of 

-~mbay, at the narrow straits of Babelmandc.l; and, if 'in thtir-power, to derxb a 
- ~teOl fo rce w take posseuion of tbe island of Perim, situate bc1wccn the twO 

poiOls which include those 5trai~. . . 

The possession ofthi. station will .be of the greatett importance to the French, in 

securing the advantages they propose to tbcmselves in the conquest of EgyPt, .nd 
cOtlS«}uently it is well deserving the UunOI~ vigilance and exertiOn on the part of 

Great Britain, to defeat any plan they may entertain to get it into tbeir bands. H 
we should succeed in making ourstlvC$ masters of that island. it would be impossible, 

in the fi rst instance, for any ships to pau the waiu against a superior naval force 

stationed there. I t may then be nured and fonifJed by !he application of/,ueh ma~ 
teriab as it, ,ituation may afford, for completin~ its pennanent defen/F, and for 

effectually commanding the chanrn=1a through which 'ships must pass r:!i tbe Indian 

ocean. I • I I' ~ .. ! jJ' f off 

\ \Lc: undt::utand that the idahd of l?erimjs. low rqeky ..mta~.l&boUl 4i.e mileJ • 
in length and two in breachh; tbat 1t POUCI6es ~ gocd harbour, dial. (be c.haanil, 
which dh'ide.s it from the African c;oast, though fouw:t~n orlfl;ftonl '!DUet 'CI'Ol~ U 

but little frequented, o n account of Lhe numerous rocks and shoal. which obstru ct it, 
insomuch as 10 render it necessary for vessels that do attempt it, 10 sleer dOle under 

the western point of the island, and that the eXlremc breadth of the otber channel , 



H ISTORY OF MAURJTIUS. 

is leu tban t WO leagues; and that this space cannot be navigable, nor the deep 

water every where at so great a distance from the istand as 10 be OUt of 1M: reach of 

its batlcriesf whether erecled on the shore, o r nn artificial projections within the 

sea, if such should be found neceuary to the emire command of the pauage. 

We have emcreel thus fully into dctail, to shew the importance of taking possession 
of the island of Pcrim without delay; nor is dispatch alone nccc:ssary. but sec recy is 

equally indispensable. as it is not improbable that provisional measurciO have been 

t:lken by' the French to assemble some vessels of burthcn at the pan of Suez, to CO~ 

operate in whatever way their services may be wanted, with the primary expedition; 
and if the design were known, they vmuld detach a force, at all hazards~ to ~CUfe 

the first pO.53ession of it. 
Mr. Secretary Dundas ha. further infonned us, that although the commanders of 

hU majelty', fleets in India have already been directed to use every eff"un in their 

power to frustrate the designs of the French in the expedition under Bonaparte, yet 

special orders will be sent out to the commander in chic:f of his majesty"s nav ... 1 

force in the Indian scas, as soon as possible, to detach to the Straits of nabdmand~ 

such a force. as, acco,ding to the information he: shall have receive~. be ma)t~ud~ _ 

sufficient for the service in the instructions to take possession of the island of Perim, 

by whatever power it may be occupied at the timt;. 
The imporlance of the measure we ,have Ihus pointed out. will insure your most 

Gordial endeavours in promoting the same by every means within your power. The 

5Ccurit), of our mo.st valuable possessions in ludia. if not our very exi5tcncc: the re. 

depends upon defeating the prescnt formidable and inveterate dChlgn of the Fttom 
,,&ainst tbene posscssiom. 

' . 
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7Le ?riginals oj '~foll~jng TrOf'slalions from General Bonapar/~ . werf commu_ 
fIlcait!d 10 Capfam IVtlson, 01 Afocbo; and the Translat ions 1.IJm: b, bim IrOll r_ 

'filmed to tbe Governor in Coutlcil at B ombay. 

FRENCH REP UB LIC. 
Lll1£FlTl'. EQUAL IT Y. 

Bonaparte, Member oj tbe National Convention, General in Cbilj, to tbe most 
magnificent Silliall", Ollr greatest Frirnd, Tippoo S aib. 

Head Cl!Ianen at Cairo, 7th Pluvoisc, 7th Year of the Republic. one and indivisible . 

.. You have already been infonned army arrival o n the borders of the Red Sea, 

",,·ith an innumerable and invincible army, full of the desire of relieving you from the 
iron yoke of England. 

" 1 eagerly embrace .th is opportunity of testifying to you the desire I have of 

being informed by you. by the way of Muscat and Mocha, as to your political 
!ituation. 
~ « ~ would even wisb you could send some intelligent person to Suez or Cairo, 

. p:mc'ssing your- confidence. witb whom I may confer. 

(Signed) C"BON AP AR E." 

(Seal.) True Translation from the 'French. 

(Signed) FRANCIS WOPPERS, Translator. • 

T rantlation <if a Leila from General B onaparte to the Sheriff oj }.{~cca, wriJIen 
in ArabIc, witbout Date, Qlld received at Jlldda tbl 17tb of F ebrua .1199 . 

.. Yon will be .rully info rmed by the Noc.queda of this Dow, bow I nquil and 

quiet every thing is at Cairo and Suez, and between these places, an of the tran_ 

quillity which is established among the inhabitants. . Not a single M ke opprwor 

remains in the cou ntry ; and the inhabitants, without drea~employ themselves 

in weaving, cultivating the ground, and in other trade., as formerly ; and, by the 

blesring of Cod, this will be daily increasing. and the duties on merchandize and 
the taxes will be lcucned.. The dutie. on merchandize afe now the same as they \ 

were prior 10 tbeir being raised by the Mameluke. ; the merchanlJ have every alsiit-...... 

anct granted them, and the foad between Suez and Cairo is open and safe; therefore 
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do you assure the merchanu of rour country, that they may bring their goods to 

Suez, and sell {hem without dread or apprehension, and may purchase, in exchange 

for them. such articles as they may wish. 
" I now send you a letter for our friend T ippoo Sultaun; oblige me by forward. 

ing it to his countries." 
A true Translation. 

(Signed) S. W I LSON. 

Tbe G overnor_general ( L ord M arl/il/glon) orders tbe Army of Coromandel and 
Illalaba,. 10 assemble, and bis Afeasllres JUI" flt/prot,jug tlM defensive Allinllce. 

The Governor_general, therefore, being decidedly of o!>inion. that it was ne_ 
cxssary to assemble the armies on the coasts of Coromandel and Malabar, without 

del ay, issued his final orde rs for this purpose, on the 20th of June, 1798. 

To a!Semble the army on bo th coasts, was an indispensable precaution, which 

his Lordship could not have been justified in omitting. from the moment ~e wJ,.s· 

apprised of Tippoo Suhaun's offensive engagements with the French. and bf the 

landing of a Frr.nch force at Mangalore; and if circumstances had been favourable 

for such an au~mpt, it was his fixoj determination to have attacked the Sultaun 
instantly. for the purpose of defcann,!; his hostile preparations, and of anticipating 

their declared object. His Lordship was cOIICt'rnc:d. howev er, to learn, from 
persons most conversa nt in military details at Fort SL George, that, notwithstanding 

the distinguishro discipline of the anny on the coast of Coromandc! , and the emi_ 

nent valour, activity, and skill of its officers. its dispersed slate. joined to cp.rtain 

radical d~ects in its establishtn(:nts, would rt'nder the assembling a force, equal to 

offellsive I ~vements agai nst T ippoo Suhaun, a much marc tedious and dIfficult 
operation lh. he had apprehended. 

The netts rjJy di5persed state of the troop.~ wou ld have been of less importance, 

but fot those radiilal "3c'~r.ts, which have in a certain degree. at all rimes existed. 

These proceed from a system of t'conomy. which precl udes the ex pence of estah_ 

. lishing depots of grclin in diffmnt parts of our possessions, and of maintain ing a 

) fixed establishment of draught and carriage cattle ; without which, no ponion of 

the Madras anny, however amply it might have been supplied with every other 

requisite for field operation, was in a condition to act witb promptitude i':nd effect. 
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At the lime M. Malartic's proclamation -:lppearcd in .Bengal, il ~appened 

that he condition of the several native powers in India, both with relatio n to 

each other, and the Briti sh interests, was rar more favourab le to the success of 

French intrigue, than it had been at any period, since the peace of Serin· 

gapalam. The French faction at H ydcrabad, had risen to a dangerous height. 

Scindeah had lately placed the Boigne's corp' in the hands of Frenchmen. Tippoo 

had manifested a disposition to admit French officers and privates, to an unlimited 

exte"" inlo hi5 senrice; and the di straction.s in the Milrhaua empire, arlfl.,he 

policy of the s~vcral actors, in thaI intricate scene of reciprocal distru.il and irre

coocileable interests, left lillIe hope of deriving any ad\'antage 'Whatever, from 

tbeir alliance, in the event of a war with Tippoo Sultaun. 

The danger, however, the most to be apprehended, was from the French pany 

at Hyderabad. The cDlPs, commanded by French officers, in the service of the 

Nizam, which, during the last war with My.ore, amounted to no more than fir~ 

tun hundn!d men, was at that period so defective, in point of discipline, as to be 
rather, an object of conlempt, than of jealouty, to the govemmenu in India ; it 
had gt-adually augmented its numbers, and improved its discipline, tplder the com· 

mand of the lale Mon,ieuT Raymond, until the period of the Marquis W ellesley'. 

arrival in India, ~'hen il had nearly reached the number of fourteen tbousand men t 

and had ;lualned a degree of discipline, ,uperior, in every respect , to that of allY 

native infantry in India, excepting the scapoys entertained in the Company's 

servIce. 

On the 13th of July, the Covernor-general smt orders to the government of 

fort St. Geor~e, to assemble such a force in the Guntoor Circar, as might enable 

him to fulfil the ;;ub5idiary engagements of the Company, under the n treaty, 

at the earliest po$~ ib le period, subsequent to his concluson. Thir m asure .was 

executed " .. ith the utmon degree of promptitude: and alacrity by Lieut ant-general 

Harris, (at mat time uniting in his person the office. of Governor o f t St. George, 

and Commande r in Chief ; to whose zeal, public &pirir, orr.ipt obedience, the 

Covernor-general, on this and many other occalions, bore public testimony. 

The .Briti.'ih detachment w;u placed under the cothmand or Lieutenant_colonel 

Roberu. It reached Hyderabad on the Joth of October, and on tbe ud of the ( 

same mouth, under the orden of his bighness the Nizam, and will) me co_operation 

of a body of his canlry, it surrounded the camp of tbe French army, disarmed.lI 
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the seapoys. and srcurcd the penons of all the French officers then in camp. T hil: 

operation was happily dfcClCd wi lham bloodshed, and without conlCst, A mutiny 

having broken QUI in the French camp on lhe preceding dar. and the scapo)'s ha\'~ 
ing imprisoned thei r of11ccr~. the Resident at Hyderabad, and Lieutenant_colonel 

Roberts, with the consent of the K'lzam, judiciously availed themselves of Ihis 

favourable opponunity, to execute the imporlanl measure entru~lcd lO him, with_ 

out difl1cuhy or danger. 

The amoum of the French fOTce disarmed on Ihis occasi(m, was ahout cleven 

thousand men. T he rcmaim.\cr of thc cOflH. h"a\'ing beer, ~("I ,I on llctac1nllCnls. OIl 

some distance from H yderabad. was SOOIl after secured <Iud dl~bandcd . 

. The French officers were trealed with evcry practicable degree of auelltioi and 

humanity. 

The season for negotiation, through the pacific channels, so often offered , ..... as 

now elapsed. After mature deliberation, on thc grounds alread)' stated, the Go

vcrnor_gencr:11 ,Iirrrt rl'! th(' :lrl\':ln('1' or the arm)' into the territory or the Sultau n, 

and signified to the allies hi$ dete rmination tn proceed to hostill1ies. • 

A change of circumstances, and of season, might enable the Sull;lun to avail 

himself of the as.:;islanee or France. This conclusion was at that period, confirmed 

by the knowledge of the aCllIal embarkation of M. Dubuc, and two Ila!i\'e va keels, 

all an embassy from Tippoo to the Exectrt ive Directory of France, an cvent which 

took place at Tranquebar, on the 7th of Februaq, 1799. 

h would be superfl uous to gi \'c a detailcd accoun t of thc march of the army 

in this campaign, as it has already been very correctly given by Coloj,el Beatson, 

&c. T1:e issue of it will be seen in the following letters. 

Copy of Q ¥ttcr from Lit.mfenallt.genua! George Harris, to Ibe Chairman of 

t~ C~urt oj D ireclors, dotrd Scrillgapafalll, 6th May, 1799. 

The ChairmalT ot Un;' Hon. Court of Direclors of the Uniled East-India 

Company, &c. &c. 
SI R, 

I have the honour of congratulating you and the Honourable Cuurt, on the 

prosperous ~xpcdition committed to my charge, by the Right H OIl. the Earl of 

MorningtoR . 

• 
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Seringapatam was carried by storm al mid_day of the 1th instant; Tippoo SuI .. 

taun killed, with many of his principal officers, and thousands of his adherents: 

hi3 family, with the famili es of hI S chief sirdars, are in our pOhession. 

Mr attention IS now directed to secure my positio n, and maintain our advan_ 

ragc~, unlJl I can receive fUrlhe r inslrucliolls from the Ris ht I-Ion. the Governor_ 

ge neral. 
1 have the honour to be, Sir, &c. &c. 

HCJ.d ~arter •• S~rillglp~lJ.m, blh May, 1799. 

CnP'nre f?f ScriJlga/lOlam-De.llb of TIPpOO-Col/dlirl 
of the Sliltallll-Brifisb COlIJlllal/der's A ltentioll to 
raCier-Cursory R cmafks, U c. 

GEORGE HARRIS. 

of bis SOlls -Infe"ntllt 
tbe SuUana-Htr Cba_ 

T he caplUre of Serin,!!;patam and death o f TippoD, be::ing but slightly mentioned 

ill the Briti~h Commander's IeIlCr$, it is IIccessary here tu re::sume the:: hisrory, and 

give it full detail of this intc resting busillt'u . The: papers of Lord Mornington 

sufficiently evinced the necessity of crushing Tippvo'l powc::r, and dhappoillting 

his ambitious " jews. 
G eneral IIarri .\, according to orders, proceeded for Se::ringapatam where he 

arrived April 4, 1799. The English troops were, during the first few days after 

thei r arrival, t·mployed in collecti ng the necessary mate rials: after which they had 

repeated skirmislles, when they took some out-posts, &c. so that their breaching 

batteric. did not op!"n lill about the termination or the month. Several P..>lygars 

and Z emandars Dr Mysure, had now attached themsclve::s to our allie::s, and ret)

de::red considerable service. 

The Ere of the:: batteries, which began to batter in breach on the'thirtieth of , 
April, had on the e::vening of May 2, so greatly injured the walls, a.83ins1 which it 
was directed, that the arrangement was the::n made:: for ass~he place on (he 
followi ng day, ,"·hen the breach was reported practicable. 

May 3. E J. rly this morning the troops intended to be e::mployed, were ll tationc::d 

in the trenches, that no extraordinary movement might lead the enemy to ,ulpect ( 

lhe auauh, which was de::t e:: rmine::d 10 be made in the heal or the day. Theae Uank 
companies of Europe::ans, taken rrom those regiments necessarily left to guard the 

camps and OUI-posts, followed by the ulh, 3ad, nd, and 74th regime::nu ; and 
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three corps of grenadier seapoys, taken from lhe troops of three presidencies, Willi 
200 of his Highness the Niz3m's troops, formed the party for the assault, accom_. 

panicd by 100 of he artillery, llod lhe corps of pioneers, and supported in the 

trenches by Ihe baualion companies of the regiment de Meuron, and four batta

lions of Madras scpoys_ Colonel Shcrbrookc. and Liculcninl-coloncl s Dunlop, 

Da lrymple, Gardiner, and Mignal1; commanded the several flank troops, and 

Major_general Baird was entrusted with the t.iin.'Clion of this important service. 

The troops Inovcd at one o'clock frolll the trenches. rccros~cd the rocky bed of 
tIle Cilvcry, under an cxtrcmdy heavy fire, pas5Cd the gi.lcis and ditch, and 

ascended the breaches in lhe fausse brayc, and rampart of the fon, surmounting 

in the most gallantillanner, every obstacle which the diflkulty of lhe passage, and 

the resistance of the enemy, presented, to oppose their progress. Maj or-general 

Baird 11ad divided his force, fOl the purpose of clearing the ramparb to the right 

and left. Qlle division was commanded by Colonel Sherbrookc, the other by 

LieUlen3nt-colonel Dunlop j the latter was disabled in the breach, but both C0'1>5, 

though strongly opposed, were completely successful. Resista nce had been ~ad:: 
from the palace of Tippeo, some time after aU firing had ceased from the wbrks. 

Ceneral Harris only gave Tippoo tll/enty-four hours to consider the propositions 

which it was deemed expedient to make to him, respecting OUf operations against 

the fon o f Seringpatam. These welc lransmitted by a vakeel, April 28, but T ip_ 

poo returned no answer, obstinately persevering in his determination of defending 

his capital to the last. 

May 4. The breach being now practicable, it \\'as rcsoh'ea :<:'1 commence the 

attack, and at three o'clock in the morning, the flank companies of evert rorps in 

the fidd, besides two or three European regiments complete, moved down to the 

trcncht.:, 'I'here they sat for some time, in anxious e'(pectation of the signal; 

during which lime they kept up an incessant fire. The storming party. under the 

command of Ceneral Baird, began lO OlO\·e on, covered or a constant fire from 

the baueries, and ~U11L ' :"3 a very galling one of grape from the fon. Great anxiety 

pervaded the English !roops for a quarter of an hour, till they saw their colour~ 

hoisted on the ramparts. Loud acclamations of joy then resounded from all parte. 

and tRe breast of every British soldie,:, was fircd ..... ith enthusia~m . Thl' cnem~· soon 

, _ . ..,.abandoned the ramparts. after the English had reached thcm; ill 300m h,M an 

4 B • 
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hour, (he fire in the ron bad clltircly ceased, and the British fl ag was trit.lmphantly 

displayed in c\'cry part of il. 

Soon aft er Ihe Marm, 300 grenadiers rushed into the palace, and \>o'cre abOlll to 

plu nder iI, when Ihey \\'cre called oR: T hose within it immediately shut the gales, 

and Ihe 330 regiment, and a n;:uive corps drew up in rronl. l\t this critical time, 

T ippoo Sultaun, with his Suhana, SOilS, treasure, &c. \I'cre all in the palace. A 

liltle before the allack, Ti ppoo had been mak ing merry with hi! ramily; and by 
the cheerrulness or his countenance, seemed 10 bid defia nce to his ackcrsaries. 

Major Allan no\>,' came up wilh n nag of truce from Cenrr:l\ Ban-d, and after e)(~ 

plaini ng to Ihose who were in the balcony, that no violence should be offered, 

desired the Sultaun to be called. They replied, thai he was wounded; that Ihey 

did not know \I hether he was in the palace o r not, but that they would look for 

him. After much delay,)! was suspected that this was only a pretence to give him 

time to make his escape, u\)Qn which the ge neral ordered a six.poundcr to be brought 

in front of the gatt' , and told them if the Sultaun did not im mediately make his 

appearance, he would burst it open, They then posit ively de~lared, he was not i ll 

the pal r:cc, bUl that his sons would come OUI immediatel),. T hey waited again for 
• 

some time, but Ihe sons not mak ing their appearance, Major Allan, carrying the 

Oag of truce, and accompanied by :.wo olhe r officers, weN in, and retu rned in 

about half an hour, with the 1\\'0 princes, who, though lhC"y seemed [0 hide their 

depression of spi rits, could not but manifest thai they felt their siLUation. Being 

askcd what servants should atte nd them 10 lhe camp, they very nobly replied. 

"that the) had now no fight to order:" and when the generallold them thai tpey 

htd ani)' to name the penons whom lhey wi~hcd for, and that they should accorn. 

pany them, the }:>:'lOgcr said, with a lea r staning in his eye, "\Vc could have 

called for many Ihi ~ morning, bu t now" J fCd. r, there are but few remai ning:' 

Cencraillaird. who behaved to them with much kindness, gave them in charge 

to i'\'tajor Agnew, '<Io'ho conveyed them ill palanquins to hcad.quarters. 

It being now Ilear sun.sct, every onc was desirous to sec~ p~ssible, the My_ 
,orean chief. After much inquiry, they found a person, who seemed to be a man 

of conscqucRcc, but his name was unknown. He said, that Tippoo Sullaun had been 
killed in endeavouring to escape. This man was immediately seiz.ed, and thre:ate:t;led 

wilh immediate death, if he did n01 show the place. Accordingly, he: led the way to .,....--' 
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a kind of gateway, leading to a bridge across the ditch: there, in a place aboul four 

fect wide and tl'o'clvc fect 101lg, were upwards of seventy dead bodie" and Tippoo" 

pal'l1lq ulIl appe"tcd 1/1 the midst of them,' Immediate search was then malIc for his 
bod)', but 51.) JlumclOUS were the slain, that it was a fu ll hour before he was disco. 

vcred. T he 1I1ll\ITlUnalC Tippoo had received a shot in his arm at the time o f the 

storm, for lie wa s him~eIr on lhe rampart s: afte r thi s, in endeavouring to make his 

escape, he \\las mel by a pany of Europeans, who wounded him in the side ,,-·jth a 

bayonet : he had abu received a shot in the tcmple. which put an end to his exist. 
encc. Tbe hoO)' .... <IS recognised by his relat ives, and some of the palanquin_boys, 

and was still l\arl1l \\hen discovered. li e had his ~abre clcnched fast in hi s haneL . 

The Niz.am·s troop~ discovered great pleasure, iudccd savage satisfaction, \\'hen 

tile body .... ',IS c-:po,ed to vicw; but the English observed :he utmost order and de

corum. Such a speedy termination to Ihe war nOI being expecled, the former cried 

' I,ith exulting \'Olces, " Seringapatam is taken-the tyrant is dead-his sons and 

family are pr i .~one r~, and all his treasure is at ollr disposal." General Harris is. ued 

orders 10 suppress Ihelr imp"tuosilY. 

The surrcnder of thiS strong fort, at such a critical time, was particularly rot luna\(: ; 

fo r the army har! only three days grilin remaining. ''' hen the news was announced 

at Madras, it was celebratcd by a genl!r .. 1 and bnllianl ilIumi nalion. 
Two days prior 10 the ca pture of ~t.'ringa pala m, Tippoo h('ld a durbar (or council), 

~tterxled by aU his chiefs, who advist.!d him to ccde more lerrilOfY to ht s besiegers, 

and the paymen t of a large sum of mOTley; but Tl ppoo se .. ing that his aclvcrsariell 

had already one half of his dominions, strelluously opposed the n,e:asure, and dis_ 

missed the council. 
Tlppoo Sultautl ,"as rather above the middle size, StOLlt, corpulent, and well 

n;lade. Hc dresscd ralherplain, and hi li head was shaved cl ose . He was in his 5 1st 

year when killed, and was interred, agreeable to the l> upplication of his family, o n 

the left side of his ralher, in Laul Btlug, with all the ceremon ies and !lonours of 

the place. 

Hi s will, and the treaty concluded between him Olnd Ihe French Directory. were 

1 found in the pal~ce: the laller was iucl~JCd ill an elt:gan ~ little box, \I hich was very 
Jeri'lf"t1table. as It dIscovered the sangutne hopes ente rtained by lhe decea sed chief 

\ "of his hostile plans agairut tbe British government. 
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Many ofTiPpoo'$ chitJs were slain, particula rly Sycd Saheb, Meer Saduc, Syed 
1;(ofar. &c. H is brother Kcrim Sahcb sought refuge with Meer Allum Bahaudcr. 

Tippoo's sons, though suspected at first of dissimulation. behaved ~ith the 

~tmos[ candour and sincerity. They did not know of thd r father's death, and 
were absolutely in );Carch of him, as they had decla red. They ,made no hesitation 

in surrendering themselves to General Harris, though their resistance, at first, was 

vigorous. Recollecti ng the kind trc:l.tmCIIl they had experienced from Lord Corn~ 

,,-allis, lhey doubted not but they should now meet with equal civility. The two 

fi rst captive sons sent to their three brothers, and strictly enjoined them to follow 
their example. 

The news of Tippoo's death fill ed all the ladi".!: of the Zenanna with the utmost 

consternation; not on account of any partial ity for the chief, but through an appre. 

hension o f ..... hat frequently4ttends conquests in these countries; for the natives of 

India, in all their victories, never pay that respect which is due to the female sex. 

These apprehensions were, however, soon removed by the politeness of the British 

commander, who stoOl a flag, immediately after the surrender of the place, to assure 

them of <:lis protection. His aUcntion to the Sultana, whose sorrow on this occasion 
was truly sincere, docs him equal honour. 

This lady is delicately formed, anc the lines of her face so regular and placid, 

that a physiognomist would have had little difficuhy to pronounce her of a tranquil 

and amiable temper; her dress was generally a robe of while muslin, spotted with . 

silver, and round her neck rows of beautiful pearls, from which hung a pastagon. 

consisting of an emerald and a ruby of considerable size, surrounded with a profu. 

sion of brilliants. She is about twenty years or age, and for a complete form and 
captivating appearance, rh'alled all Mysore. 

Amone; the poor prisoners who had suffered long confinement in a dark dungeon, 

\las a descendant of the Hindoo King of M,ysore, whom Hyder Ally dethroned. 
There we re several British officers, supposed dl::ad. who were found still living in 

these horrid prisOllS. 

General Baird, \\'110 had now taken an active part in defeating the tyrant, had 

formerly suffCled three year, confinement in this prison, during which time he was 

loaded with irons and toxpcricnced the most cruel treatment. ~- ... 

Considering the magnitude of lhis enterprise. our 10S3' was inconsiderable, but tha( ,'. . . -
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of the enemy ,,"'as very great. Upwards of three millions of treasure were found 

in the palace. 
, 

Mangalore is [0 be added to the British territory in India; a circumstance not 

more imporlant in the benefit it will render to our commerce and marine, than in 

depriving the enemy of' a port in which they found protection and rdief. 

. The partition of the treasures and other spoils of Sedngapatam is thus arranged: 

the arms and military stores are to be given to the king; olle clear moiety of all 

dIe other produce to the besieging troops, and the other moiety to the East India 
Company. I n Lord Cornwallis's expedition against the Mysorc coumry, the Com

pany ceded their ponion of the booty to the brave captors I but so great arc the 

spoils at present, that it i .~ thought the aHotted share ..... i\1 amply compensate their 

s~rv;cc5, though em;llcnt in Lhe greatest degree. 

The standard of M ysore was ~ent by General Harris to Fort \ViHiam : ;t is or 
light green Sil k, with a red hand repre::se~ted in the middle, and \I'as never hoisted 

but on the palace in Seringapatam, 

This history cannoc be concluded better than by quoting the singular ~d Just 

catastrophe which was, predicted or this t)lram by an eminent writC!r :_ u H e would 

continue to ad\'ancc till he came 10 a point rrom which there was no receding, and 

then, like a stag at bay. be woold terminate his career of despotism, cruelty, aDd op_ 

pression, " 

We now resume our account of the Isle of France, up It> the period when the 

Ambassadors of Tippeo had left it, in March, 1798. 

A Continuation of fb, late E venll wbich look pI"" i" fb, Isle of France, 
unfil 1800. 

1798. There only remained in the Isle of France the:: skeletons of the t\l'O old 

regimentt of the Isle of France and Bourbon, The Colonial Assellibly, by dimi_ 

, nishing the lIumbtt ohhe soldiers in the colouy, flauered themselves that thcyshould 

more easily retain them in their duty; and, in fact, until May, 1798, the trallquillity 

cf t~ !tland was not disturbed: but, at this epoch, these twO regime lll5 having also 

fnfmed the same project of proclaiming liberty to the slaves, the Colonial Assembly 

Obtained an oreter from General Malanic for the two companies of grenad iers 10 em· 

bark on board"thc fr igate la Seine. then ready to sail on a cruize. TI~ grenadier 

• 
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companies may be said 10 be the soul, and 10 cont:Un the energy, of the Fren ch 

ft'gimcms, whether good or bad. Tho~c, thereforf!', 'oI'ho wi shed to exci te trouble in 

the colonf . perceiving. by the embarkation of (lIt IWO companies of grenadiers. that 

a ll';lcir plou 'would be disconcerted, thought it absolutely necessar), to execute the 

I,I .. n of insurrection which Ihey had been FD IOllg fomenting. T hey accordingly 

rcprcscncd 10 these grenadiers, that the order for their embarkation on d~ Seine. 

frig:tte had been obtained from Ceneral 1>.lalartic by surprise, and that, instead of 

going upon a c(uiz,", they were to be sent 10 Tippoo Sultaun, with whose cruehy and 

oc~poti~m Ihe)' ..... ere v.ell acquainted: that this proj ect had heen formed hy the Cu~ 

Ionial A5scmbly, for their destruction, 3 S might be proved by the dc~tjnation of their 

comrades to Batavia , a colony remarkable for lhe unhe .. lthiness of its cl imate. 

The grcll:Jdicrs \I'cre e3sily persuaded by these insi nuatiollS, and refud to ol.ley 

the order for :heir embar-'nion. General ~1alanic rcpresemed to them thcir crime 

In not obeying, and condescended so far as to u surc them, that they were not ~o 

l>e I.llldcd in the statc~ of T ippoo Sultau" bUl wcre only to rd nferce me crew of Ihr. 

Scine, lilat .... as too ..... eak, and to go on a cruize, ..... hich would give tha n an oppor_ 

tunity ~f making r ich captures, and consequently, of hav ing good shares in the prizes: 

this, howc"er, did not satisfy the grenadiers. 

Gcneral Malanie then threatened to force them to obey his orders; but they in _ 

solently answered him, that he "'auld find it a difficu lt undC' rtakillg: and in spile of 

the entreaties of the greatest part of their o fficers, on the 24th of April, in Ihe after_ 

noon, they caused all their comrades in the other companies of their regimenLS to 

mutiny, and take arms. They got po5session o f eight fidd-pieces, which were in 

their qua rter, and broke open the doors of the armour)'. wh('re the c3nouche. and 

canridge, were kept. Fortllmllcly the officers of these regimcnu, the most p:an of 

\\·hom were still of 'he ancie nt government, and almost all of them attached to the 

colony, as well by the ties of blood, as by their poueui~ns. succeeded in preventing 

the sold iers from coming out of thei r quarters ill arms (as tbey 5everaltime. wanted 

t() do), by remaining lhcrc. in order to keep ,hem. if it were pouiblc. from any 
aet of violence. 

Thus the niglu passed, the .oldiers remaining through the whole of it under arms 

111 their quaners, The newl of this insurrection of the garrilCn was lOOn lipread in 

every quarter of t'he island, and orden had been lent to all paru of it, for every 

man capable of bearing arms to come to tbe lawn in the coune of the night . 

,~ 
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At day_break, the 25th of April, the alarm was beat in the to .... n by the drum_ 
mers of the nalional guard; and evcry olle eagerly flew to the po:;! thal had been , 
assigned him; confident that Ihis day would decide the falC of Ihe colony. 

III the cou rse of the ni~hl , evcry means had been prepared to atlack the soldiers, 

who. fOrlunatcly, hlld rema ined in their quarters. In a moment, the whole na_ 

t ional guard of the colony was assembl ed; a battery of four pieces o f cannon and 

two howitzers, .... ·crc planted UpOI! it hill which commanded the court of the bar_ 

Jacks, where the soldiers were still in arms. Twelve field-pieces, served by the 

young people of the colony, \o'ho had been panicularly inst ructed ill this service, 

and fou r columns of the national guard, advanced each on dilTercm sidcs to attack 

the quarters. The companies of this national guard, in .... hich Iherc were some 

S(flls~clliollrs, were posted so as to be kept in a ..... e . Ai! Ihese dispositions ha\· jnp, 

b«n execUled with the greatest celerity, Ceneral Malartic, accompallLed by the 

members of the Committee of Public Safel), of the Colo nial A ssembl~', and Oil the 

head of the national guard, summoned the mutinous companies of the grenadicrs, 

to embark immediately on board the Seine frigate, to go on a cruizc; informiag 

them, at the same time, that if they persisted in their refusal, he would emp1o)' the 

force which he possessed. The matches were lighted on both sides, and cartridgl~ 

distributed; the n1U~kets were loaded, and every thing announced ,he dj~a ~lrou~ 

consequences of such a combat. The grenadiers, ho",'c\'cr, pcrsi.'Ilcd in their 

refusal, when providence, .... ,ho watched o\'cr the colony, suggested to the members 

of the Commiuee of Public Safety of the Colonial Assembly, to cause an o rder (0 

be given by G eneral Malarti c, to the twO regi ments to embark fur France; to \\'!Iich 

they should be carried by the 'Seine frigate and by another large merch":ll vessel, 

which ..... ould be: prepared for them ; granting them till noon. to makc up their 

knapsacks, collect their linen, and depart. The soldie rs, after mu ch hesitation. 

accepted of this order or proposal. and the same day at noon. April 25, J 798, the 

Isle of France was freed from 800 armed stipendiaries of the French republ ic, who 

had conspired it.t overthrow, but which the good conduct of their officers, the 

/ greatest part of whom remained behind in the colony, added to the courage and 

reuniting of the inhabitants, preserved from the destruction that threatencU it. If 

_ The Isle of France beitlg. as it were, miraculously delivered from the two agcnts 

whom the Directory had scnt there, with about a thousand sold iers inflamed with 

• This friglte. La Sein', WlS taken off the (oaSI of Frat'lce. and carried to England. 
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enthusiasm for the republic, who accompanied them, and having likewi&e freed them_ 
~Ivcs by their courage, from an equal number of soldiers, who, seconded by !.he 

discontented subjects of the colony, had conspired its ru in, by manifcstin~ open 

rebellion to the orders of their chief, looked forward with confidence to a state of 

tranquiltlity. It no longe r contained in its bosom any individual, who would not 

be interested in its presen'3tion. being fortunately governed by a general, who, 

although holding hi s place under the French government, had no other wish than 

thaI of the Colon ial Assembly. This Asscmbly. renewed every year, by the nomi~ 

nation of the citiz.ens o f the colony, could have no other interest, nor any other 

design, than its happineu and prosperity. 

ilm the power of the governor was now become entirely dependant on the will 

of individ ual s, and discord soon arose among them, respecting tbe laws about to 

be cstablished for the re#ayment of debts contracted in paper currency; the de

preciation of which had increased in such a proportion, that it at length represented 

but a thousandth pari of the nominal sum it expressed. The depreciation of this 

paper currency, issued in the colony by the administrators, in the name of the F"renth 

Republic, unfortunately was not scttled, till it was fallen to that point of debase_ 

mellt, by a deposit of merchandize in the magazi nes of the general commune; 

certain quantities of which, fixed by the law in r.bis relipeCt, were given to every 

bearer of paper currency, who wished 10 exchange it. 

As soon as intelligence reached the hie of France repecting the laws. which the 

tll'O governing Council s of France had decreed, relative to the payment of these 

debts. contract ed a l the time o f the paper currency, the creditors, who were greatly 

fa" ou rc:d by them , demanded the execution of it. The debtors, on the otber hand. 

represented with fo rce and trUlh, that the circumstallcc in general, under which the 

different contract s had been made in the colony, being different from those which 

had taken place in France. it would be e.vidently unjust to apply the same lawsr 
whcn there was an apparent difference, . botb in the manner. situation. and can· 

tracts of the colony. In this shock of discordant inlCrests, the <:;Olonial Assembly 

heing directcd alone by past circumstances, adopted a mode of payment founded 

nn the prinCiples of justice; and lhis unpleasant business was on the point of 

being finally arranged, when the creditors excited a conspiracy, in, order to dis_ 

soh'c the A ssembly, and obtain colonial laws mort favourable to their interests. -

Blinded by their views of penonal interest, and without rcD~ting on the consc-
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qucnces of their conduct, they associated themselves with all the discontented peo

ple and Sans_culo/lcs of the colony, \\'ho .... 'crc evcr ready to take a part with th0.s<; 
who wanted to excite insurrection and disorder. 

I t was in the afternoon of the 4th of NO\'cmbef, 1799. when the conspiracy 

burst fonn in the tow n of the North.west Port, at three o'clock; an hour, when the 

greatest part o f the most respectable inhabitants are accustomed to retire to rest, 

during the sultry part of the day. The conspirators caused the alarm 10 be beal 

at the top of the great street, a kind of suburb, where they principally resided. 

The Covernor_general Malartic, hearing the alarm beat without his orders, sent 

immediately one of his aidcs. du. caOlp, to be informed or the cause of t.his alarm, 

and take the necessary measli rcs to put illl end to it. The municipality also 

repaired to it!; post, and scnt likewise one or its officen to suppOrt the orders 

or the general; but neither the aid.de_camp, nor the municipal officer were 

listened to by the conspirators, who assembled in arm!;, <Iud rormed themsc\ves in 

a body ncar the drummers. The aid.de-camp and the municipal office r, not tx-ing 
able, by their representatio ns, to hinder them rrom continuing to beat the alam', 

cndea\'ourcd to snatch the drumsticks rrom the drummers; but the), were pre:.'ented. 

and a pistol wa~ fi red at both or them, but fOrlunatcly without clfect. T he 

drummers conlinuing to beat, the conspirators cominued to increase, till thcy 

amounted to about six hundred. They then hastened to the parade, to get posses· 

sion or the field.pieces in the court o r the municipali ty, These field.pieces be_ 

longed to the company or flyi ng artillery, which was composed or chosen )'OW1S 

men, all or them addicted to good o rder, and zealous for the ,,"onour of their 

corps. The alarm was no sooncr heard by these young men, than they hurried to 

their post; but their cannon were already in the hands of the conspirators. i m_ 

pelled, however, by thei r cou rageous spirit, and without reflecting lhat they had 

, ...... only their sabres to defend themselves against men armed with loaded muskets 

1 and bayonets, thcy rushed upon them to retake thei r cannon j but nOlwilhstanding 

their courage, they were necessarily repul~d by the fire or the conspirators, who 

./ were superior in num ber. Several or them fell the victims or their rashness, and 

the [est were obliged to re treat . The conspirators, being now in possession o f the 

_parade, the field-pieCes and magazines, placed sentinels cvery where, to prevcnt the 

other inhabitanu from asse~bling; and lo udly demanded of General Malartic to 

dilsolve the Colonial Assembly. 

I , 



HI STORY OF MAURITIUS. 

T he different members of that Assembly, ahhough informed of the dangers that 

(hrealcncd them, hast ily collected in one o f the ha11s of .Justice which looked on 

the paradt', in order the bctlcr to take thei r resolutions, according to the events 

which might take place before them. 

Gener .. ! Malartic, du ring the tumult, came into the hall where the Colonial 

Assembly was collected . The conspirators entered in arms, threatening the 

G eneral and the A~scmbly with great fury, if it did not immed iately dissolve itself. 

Citizen Journcl was the n president, ..... ho. by the bravery and steadinesl he had 

shewn, in all the critical occasions in which the Assembly had found itself, had acq ui red 
the ntcem of the whole colony. T his moment of terror and threats brought with 

it new honou r to him. Hi s answer to the conspi rators. ~o only waited for the 

lignal to tea r him to piccc~, was as fi rm and courageous, as if he had presided a l 

a moment of the grcatest'tranqu il1i ty. " Citizens," said he to them, "neithcr your 

t hrcat~, nor the sigh t of your bayonets, poi nted agai nst our brcasts, will induce 

the Asscmbly to dissolve iL~lr. ir il does not believe it necessary fo r the tranquillity 

or the colony. I t is your duty to withdraw, and leave it to examine at leisure. 

and wi~ 'oI·jsdom, the decision it may make in regard to you r demand s. " 

T he cries of fury were redoubled at this answer. The conspirators then ad. 

dressed themselves to Ceneral Malartic, as the representative of the metropolis; 

and this respectable old man, thin king, by his condescension, to preve", grea ter 

mi schiefs, pronounced the dissolution of the Colonial Am :mbly, which was suc

ceeded by his intercession 10 save the most distinguished members from being 

mu rrll.' red. several of the wretches having rushed fo rwards, and obliged them to 
escape by the back doors. 

Thc consternation was general among all the respectable inhabitants of the 

town, who sought an instan t refuge in the country, and avai led dlemselves of the 

clarknes.; of the nighl, to withdraw from the desigOl which the chief of the con.· 

spirators bad planned against them. N ay, to such an height did they cany their 

insolt!nce, lhat they made C eneral Malanic sign an order to imprilon twelve 

·differcOi members of the Asse mbly. \ 

T he town presented norhing but the aspect of a civil war. I The Sans_cuJolus, 
supporlcd by the creditors, who had likewise armed themselves, in order to dis.. 

solve the Coloni al A ssembly, were masters of all the po.ts in town: cannon 

we re pointed, and fires lighted on all sides, least the inhabitants in the coumry 
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sllOuld unite with the people of the lawn who had flown to them, and march aga inst 
it. The country people, inforl1lf:o of the ev('nts in town, rcnected maturely upon , 

the rc_c!tablishmcnt of good order, not wishing to compromi se the fate of the 

colony, upon which their cxi~tcnce depended, by tOO ha sty a mo\'eme nt of ven_ 

geance, The different di~tricts consulted togelher, and agreed to march from thei r 

respecti ve situations, againsl the town, on the morning of the 6th of No\'cmhcr. 

This delay had already ('caused a great chans .... in the minds of Ihe conspirators, who 
hao united 10 destroy the Colonial Assembly. Many of them ",+0 had been induced. 
without reflection, 10 wish for thc dissolution of the Colonial Assembly. to prc\'cm 

the passing of the law .... ·hich it wa s preparing. for the rei mbursement of the debts 

contracted during thc course of depreciation of the paper currency, soon bcgan to 

be alarmed at stich an association. and to dread the mi~fortl;ne$ which thei r conduct 

was about 10 bring upon the colony. From that moment they refu sed to conf ur in 

the means which the Sa!ls. clIlotles wanted to t.lke, to pren'IH the country people , 
from coming to re.est ablish orde r in the tow n. T errified at being thus aban~ 

doned. and perceiving that thei r numbe r .... 'as so small with that collected againsl 

them, they accordingly dId not oppose any resistance, and sull'c red the ditrcrent 

detachments from the COutltry to e tHer quietly into the taWil, which accordingly 

look possession of all the POSI~. and formed a kind of camp on the pardde. 

Some very grievous enonnities had ~n committed, and it .... ·as, perhaps, even 

imprudcnt not to puni sh them as they deserved. The colon)"~ however, though t 

proper to be satisfied widl the expulsion of the princi pa l criminals, in order to avoid 

the spill ing of blood, which had hitherto been avoided, in spite of ... l! Ihe storm s of 

the French revolution ; the murder of Macnamara nm being impu table to II, ~ince 

it had been committed by the soldiers, from whom it had arterwards delivered ilsclf. 

( Thi s r,:soluoon of the generality of lhe inhabilants, .... ·ho were collected in the 

~wn, was submittcd to the deliberation of the Dircctor), rcpr('sclll ing Ihe general 

commune of the colony, and of the municipali ty of the town of J~OTl Louis, assem:' 

bled together likewise, under the direction of General Malartic. A v~sscl. named 

..-.I'the Hyppolite, was provided to carry the disturbers of the tranquillity of Ihe 

colony to France, and on the J 5th of November they set sail. 

The Isle of France being thus freed from the principal ringleaders of this con_ 

spi.racy, so fortunately terminated, found itself without a Colonial Asscmbly, which 

had been formally dissoh·ed. The general opinion was, that it was necessary to 
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availthemsclvcs of the present moment, to discover the best means of composing 

, this first constit uted authority, which the colony considered as the ccntte of its 

safety, now so difficult to preserve, in the critical situation in which it found itself 

widl respect to F rance. It had dismissed its agcnu, driven Out its soldiers, and 

persisted in its refusal to adopt the decree of abolishing slavery; at the 5<trnc time 

it \I·jshed to remain a French colony, though acquainted with the dispositions of 

the French Directory •. and the majority of the IwO councils to punish it. It was 

tOcn resolved by the Covcrnor.gcncral Malartic, according to the dc::irc of a com

mittee, wh ich was given him for a cou ncil, that the primary assemblies of the co

lOllY should name fifteen commissar ic..., eight for the cou ntry, and scyc n for to ..... n, 

to decide upon a better constitution to be given to the Colonial Assembly, which, 

l ill that time, had been composed of fi fty _one members, who had been found tOO 
/ 

numerous j since in' each sl»ck the colony had undergone, several members of iu .. \ 
Assembly had been the principal in stigators, so that many of them had been actu- ---, 
ally proscribed, and exiled from it. 

Th~ conduct of the Colonial Commi ttee was conformable to the general wish; 
and the number of its assembl y was limited to twenty_ one members, of whom 

founeen were of the country, and seven o f the to wn, who ",'ere to be named by 
the primary assemblies of each canton of the colony. Th is resolution was sanc_ 

tioned by General Malartic, and carried into immediate exec ution. Such is the 

ac tual and definitive state of the Isle of France. 

P oplllatioll and .M ilitary Force oj the I des of Francr alld B ourbon in 1199. · 

J sic uf Bourbon. Isle of France. 
Slaves 48,000 Slaves 55,000 

Whites and MulattClCs 8,000 ,"Vhites and Mulattoes 10 ,;)00 

Total 5 6 •000 Total 65,000 
Total o f the two islands 121,000. t 

\ 
• All the cannon of Ihe hk aux T Oll llel icrs and Fort Blane. which defend the entrance of 

PorI Louis. may at 1,n:sc,1I be worked with red-hot balls, by form ing rcl'erbtrating furnaces . The 
cannon of I'hle de 13 Pu,e, _hieh defend the entrance of Port Bourbon, may also be worked 
with ~d.hot balh. 

1 'fn t population of Port Louis (or du Port du Nord .ount) . i, encemcd to be three·fifths or 
tllal of the wllole hie of France. 

) 
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Armed Force of the I sle of France. 

National guard, Whites, and Mulattoes 2J 
Black and Mulatto slaves to be armed as chasseurs, or to serve the artillery 8000 

Total of the armed force 5000 

N. B. It is only since the year 1798, thaI the taxes have sufficed for the interior 

expellees of the Isle of France, as the Colonial Assembly then established a custom· 

house, to receive a lax on imponalion from five to (cn per CCOI. on all merchandise 

brought to the colollY by neutral ships. This tax was reduced to two-thirds for 

French vessels. 

Expence of the Isle qf France ;11 1798, 10 be cbargrd fo ILc. Frl'llcb Rtpllb/ic. 

~ N. B. In 1798, there werc but 800 regular troops, who were dri\'cn out of the 

" I sle of France this same year. piastres .. 

./ 

For 800 regular troops, the staff' and extraordinaries 299130 2 t 

Fortification 

Anillery 

Port 
Hospital 
Administration 

Marine of the Port and Cayenne (prison ship) 
Six hund red rationaires 

SuppOrt of the Blacks of the Republic 

Pensions granted to several persons 

Divers minute expe:nces 

Garden of the Republic (M. Sc.rc) 

Hard piaSlres 

19,335 
10,560 

33,297 
53,89 2 

27,216 

lo, I63 

28.758 
27,63 2 

Spanish doJlars, about [l(X) ,OOO 

• The piastre is almost five shillings English. 

t All fhi. expence: was to be iUPIll"'elSed IIfur the: inhabitants dismissed the: n:gul3r troops, 
eonsc:qutntly. tht expence for the pmel"l'lItion of the isle. docs not COst 200,000 piastres. or 

[ 40,000. Uetling. and they find the means of levying this sum upon the exterior commerce of the 

j s l :md . ~ 

• 
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By a law of the Colonial Assembly, passed in 1799. the com of lhe country was 
received in the public magazines, al four piastres the hundred weight. The price 

'or foreign ricc varies from one to fOllr piastres the hund~d weight. That of the 
country. as it is better and fresher, is never under t ..... o piastres the hundred weight. 

l'bt prl'srll/ State if Agriculturr i ll /br I sle (lJ Fr~llce. as givrll by an Inhabitant 

oj tbal Islmld, 'Wbo arrived in London in 180'='. 

The soi l of Ihis island is \'cry diversified. Although, by ilS climate, it is adapted 

{or all colonial productions, it has not equally answered to all the diffefCnt kinds of 

cultivation which the inhabitants have endeavoured to natural ize."" The plama_ 

lions of coffee, beillg of the most simple culture, and requiring less expenee and 
establishments, were the first ; 'hich they adopted; but other objects of e~hu re, such. 

as cotlon , having appeared more profitable, coffee has not become so gene ral as it ~+\. . ~ 

\I'ould otherwise hue been. T he co tton, which had promised such ad,' antageous 

rcturns, has likewise been neglected in its turn, for the same reason ; because the 

cuhintion of indigo was become the most popular; but the great profit which the 

first sugar plantations aflorded, has induced them to establish some where tht!y 

could procure a quantity or water abo\;e the level or the earth, sufficient to work a 

sLIga r mill. Several sugar plantations have illready proved successrul, and many 

others arc expected equally to succeed. Unronunately, the mountains, though co-

vered with fine tT'CCS, ha\'c been round, in certain spots, to have a white stone or rock 

(00 near the mould,t but thos: who have ilulTered from this inconvenience have 

indemnified themselves, for the present, by felling woods. :t 

• The inhabitants compiain that the wil is not sufficiently fenile, although it is very rich J 
in natural produttions; but the fact is. that they conullually exhaust it, llC'¥er Ictting it remain 

fallow. nor supplying it ""ilh the necenary mauure. ~ 

t Ie is nOI astoniShing that the mould on the brows of the mountain •• houW become dry. or be 

carried away by the running waten, when the trees han been cut down whi{:h prnen cd and de
fended it from the lun. wil lds, and waten; and, when no tlIpenee i, made to deknd it arinn 
thc:te natural inconvenie llces : on the contrary. Ihe soil is e::chaullcd by twO harvesu in the year. 

Had not the $Oil been originally excellent, it would not have produced such 611t trm .. are 
found upon ii, and ""hkh lire COIltinU2l1y fclled without regularity Of' wasure. 

I T his fr:Uing of the woods ought to be observcd and controuled by the administration I II the 
inhabitants. to •• ceelmte their fortunes. will soon have laid was te the whole isbnd; 10 that it will 
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