
FEltOCIT\' 01,' THF', RF.AR'I'!oI O\-' PHEY. 

wife. children, !llaves, and Hottentots, The appearance was pAtl'lorciiai IUIiI 

picturesque, and recalled to my mind the ancient poet's description .: - ' 

" On caDle tb~ comely sheep, 

From feed returning to tileir pella aod foldll, 

And thOlle the kine ill n1Ultitud~ Bncceed; 

One on the utbPT rilling ttl tit", eyt', 

As wstery douds which in tllt' heavenl o.rt! llfi:n, 

Drivell by the ~outh or T1Jf'IK~ian BoreAs; 

And lIumllerlcstl o.Iong the sky they glide; 

Nor ceal>C ; 8u many duth tlUl powerful hlaRt 

8pccd forawnrd: RTld !IO mallY, nee<.-e 011 fleece, 

SU(lceSllive rille reflecting varic!} light, 

So still tIle herd.'! of kin" 101ICt.'CK8ivc drt'w 

A flll'·extclldeJ. !iTlc; nDd fill('d tht! plRin 

And all the pathways with the COOling troop." 

Throughout the whole of the Colony it is highly necessary to secure 

the herds and flocks at night, in folds ot' kraals fenced round g<'nerally with 

a strong hedge of mimo8u or other thorny bushes. Here this precaution; 

i~ doubly necessary. both on ru::count of the roaming Caffers, and the great 

numbers and ferocity of the beasts of prey. A few days before. a lion had 

killed two horses near the house, and had bit the heud completely off one 

of them. Espagh had lost fourteen horses, besides other cattle, within 

the last two year!!, by the liOons, which nre numerous pud daring in this 

vicinity. 

I slept this night in the outer apartment (voor.kamer ) or !titting-room 

of the house. which was without a door; and was much aunoyed by a 

num~r of large dogs running out and in continually all night. and making 

a dreadful clamour. 

I9.-Proceeded this moming about an hour before daylight with ' two 

fresh horlles and a guide. The waggon road which' goes up the , rigbt 

bank being obliged to follow the circuitous bends of the river, we left it 
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occasionally, and crossing the channel. cut off considt'l'llble angle~ hy 9tretch· 

iog athwart th~ cquntry on the opposite side. These deviationK, however. 

from the beaten track were lIot very safe nor comfortable, especially i.n the 

dal'k, when, besides: the apprehension of encountering lion~ 01' Caffers in 

the intricate paths through the thorny jungles on the river hank, our horses 

were in continual danger of falling or breaking their legs. from the itlllUmer

able holes of nnt-enters, porcupints, ami jackals with which large patches 

of country were perforated like a rabbit-warr('~n. At daylll'eak we found 

ourselves sun-.:muded by flocks of quaghns, ostriches, springboks, and other 
• 

wild animals; nnd :<joon after, we. came suddenly upon a numerous pack 

of jAckals, not less than thirty in num!Jcr, who scampered oft' very nimbly 

into th.:,' hushes. 'These last were a ditferellt species from what iii commonly 

found neal' Cape Town, having a roughcl' fur and more bushy tail. 

811w on the Ol)positt" 'Side. the confluence of the Little Fish River wi.th 

the principal stream; and about 8 o'clock again crossed to the colonial side 

I.t the resit1cnce of Adrian de Lange, where I procured some J'(~frcshmf'nt. 

Here I learnt that the Caffen. had carried off from this boor, 011 the 15th 

instant, thirty·two head of cattle; and parties of these plunderers were sup

posed to be still lurking in the neighhonring thickets. Continued our route 

,through f brown and barren· looking country, except along the immediate 

course of the river, which consists of deep alluvial soil, thickly overgrown 

with mirtlosn trees. It was in this vicinity that the traveller Vaillant resided 

among the Gonaqua Hottcntots, and romanced about the pretty Ncrina. 

Thi! once numerous tribe, like many other Hottentot clans mentioned 

by earlier tmvellers. ill now entirely extinct, The residue of the Gonaquas 

sought refuge among the Caffcrs a few years ago, and they nre now finally 

incOl:porated with that people. In this vicinity we passed an old herdsman 

t.(."bding his master', flocks., who looked like the last of his race. He was not 

a 'Gonaqua. but he well remembered the day~. he said, when that tribe and 
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his own were tile masters of the country, and pastured their tlocklli ami 

h(>1'ds. or hunted the buffalo and the eland on the hanks of the ~'i8h Rh'cr. 

Now the ",hite men claim the entire property of t.he soil, and have even 

deprived the original pos~sson of the privilege of living .free upon roots 

and game. They arc accounted nn inferior rBce, and born to servitude. 

They feel their degradation. but cannot ~CIlVC from it: they are oppressed 

alike by the unjust regwations and the ilfll>cral prejudices of the colonists. 

But happier times are now dawning upon them i and in the Ilew arrangements 

about to be introduced. and the !Jetter code of laws soon to be conferred 

ul'on the Colony, t.he Hottentot race will find, I trust, that their case has 

Dot been overlooked by the beneficent Government at' England.· 

At noon. we unsaddled and rested our horses for an hour near the 

deserted military post of Van~Aard8, It was on a hill opposite. that the 

• The vignette ot the hf."lld of this chapter, from II drawing by my fricnd Dr. Heiirtley, 
gives a vcry IIccurate and Chlll'8cteristic reprellentation of an old Hottentot herlifltJlIl.n, luch a& I 
have mentioned above: and the followinp; aonnet, by nly friend Mr, Pringle. ahnoet &eema" 
if it had been intended for II motto to the drawing, though writtl'n in tile interior of the Co
lony long before he had &een it. The coincidence is t'allily accounted for_both 4rel1' fr01ll lift. 

THE HOT'rENTOT. 

Mild, melancholy, and .edute he IItanda, 
Tend~lIg .pother', flocks Upoll the field_ 
His fatber's 01100- wbere now the wbite-man build lO 
Hi. bume. and Wlues furth hi", proud command8 : 
Hi, dark eye flaahell not; bi~ 1;1\le .. baad, 
Support the boor', huge lin-lock; bllt the ahieldR 
Aad quiven of hi. race are gone: he yielde, 
~ubmi.ively. hillNedom and hie hwda. 
HIUI be no oourage-?-Once htl bad - but, lo! 
The felun', chain hath worn him to the ~, 
No IID.~ ?-Alu ! Utt 1mod. the blow 
HaVf! hllmbltld hi~ to dlllt--hil 80" il pe. 
" He ., '~ bue-hearted hoU.tllt-; l1Ot won\ hi. roua~- . 
Hit m.... criea .;-" he __ P. ao INtitwh .. " "" 
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.insurgent boors in 1815 showed themseh·eg in a strong body under the 

command of Piet Erasmus, and sent a summons to Captai~ Andrews to sur M 

render the post to them; to which, in conjunction with Major Fraser, who 

bad jU!!t arrived, he returned such a resolute reply, that, although he had 

only a handful of men; the cautious Africane~ did n.ot think it prudent to 

attack him. 

A rioe-of about tim.'C h(Jllrs farthcr across a HlOI'C open country, pretty weD 

clothcd with gm .. llls, brought us to Somerset Farm, at thc foot of the Boschberg 
• ridge of mountains. Thi~ place is distant about fifteen miles from the course 

• 
of the Great Fish River. It is watcred by the stream called the Little Fish 

Rive.'; hut t.he arabic land, which lies in a sort of basin in the form of a 

horsl.'-shOC', is not irrigated from the river, Imt from various fountains which 

is!lue from the steep woody kloofs of the Boschherg. the principal of which 

drives a large cornmill before it is brought Up011 the land, Thel'e is. h6w

ever, not nearly cnough of water to supply the whole extent of land unde;, 
• 

cultivation on this farm, which amounts to about 600 acres; hut the greater 

jJart Of the arable soil }uH'ing been formed out of a swamp, which, though 

drained on the surface, is still full of springs and moisture underneath, it is 

seldom requisite. even in the hottest seasons, to irrigate more tl.lnn tbe drier 

portions art:mnd the boroers of this marshy basin. 

The farm-house nnd offices are delightfully situated close to the foot of 
• 

the mountain, which rises steep behind t.o the height of' 2000 feet, most pic. 

tUle5quely diversified with hanging woods, rocks, and waterfalls; and seem

ingly supported at regular intervals, like the wall of a gothic' cathedral, with 

narrow sloping buttresses covered. with a smooth tutf of the liveliest verdut'e. 

The gll~den · ia watered by a little brook. and contaiO!l a few flne orange trees, 

and it variety of other fruits. These trees are some of them of considerable 

age. having been planted. hy the boon who tint occupied this tine country 

a~t sixty years. ago. It was, I believe, at this v~ spot, or at a48nn in its 
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immc..."<iiate vicinity. t.hen occupied by a family of the name of Prinsloe, that 

the Swedish trav(!lIcr Sparrman resided some time in 1776; the bank!\: of 

the Fish River in Agter-Bruintjes-Hoogtc being the tarttlt'st limit attained 

either by Sparrman 01" Vaillant. A dcs(:endnnt of Sparl'mlln's host. who occu

pied the farm adjoining to this, was the principalleadt·r of the rebels in 1815, 

and was one of the five individuals executed in consequence of that foolish 

and criminal insurn~ction. 

Somerset Farm. at the. time I visited it, was an extensive Government , 
establishment, under the mperilltcndence of Mr. Hart, fonnerly adjutant of 

t'he old Cape CorJl~. assisted "y Lieut. DcVC11ish of the same corps, and 

Mr. J. Pringle, 8 practical farmer, f!'Om the Scotch party of settlers. 

The agricultural part of the concern was by no means the principal de

partment. The !lupply of rations to the British settlers for two years 

after their arrival, and the pro\'isioning of the troops on the frontier for 

several yea~ past, was committed ,to this establishment. It was in fact ra-, 
ther a commissariat dep6t than a farm; 'and the purchasing of cattle, sheep. 

and corn from the boors, and forwarding them ns rl'<Juired to the various mi

litary posts, constantly occupied a great number of Hottentot herdsmen, and 

waggon driverfl, Five or six English plonghmen and three or four mechanics, 

with 8 cleJ'l •. or.stol'e-kt..'t'per, were the whole of the British population of the 

place. exclU!live oflhe three 8uperinteudants and their familietl. The greatest , 
activity and bustle u).peared to pervade every part of the establishment; and 

even the languid Hottentots seemed here to emulate the ardour of Eng

lUhmen, as if they had caught a portion of the activity and enterprize for 

which the indefatigable Mr. Hart bas been long distinguished.-

, 
In January )825, Somenet Farm wu ettabliUled u the lite of a new Droitdy .,of the 

WIle name, and the plan of all exten.in '.mage wei laid down. At the pUbUt '~Ot thP. 
ef1.1tll, 01' lot.. of ground fur hoUMa 'and 1P1'~, theN ""at grUt ·eompe$itioa;:eW'illl -to abe 
COIlC(lUf1Ie of pll2'C:buer. from all pitta of the eutena diItiIctl; eaPeaiaIIJ from Albany; and -t.he 
price. rlUl ./ery higl.. The p1'Ogreaa of bUildiiag in the' new .ilIage btlt; 'how~.er, wcely cor-. 
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20.-Haying Bpent the preceding evening very pleasantly in conversation 

with Mr. Hart, (who is a yery meritorious man. and extremely well informed 

in regard to the capAbilities of the eastern districts) I proceeded as usual 

at an early hour upon my journey. Leaving the course of the Great Fish 

River, I pursued tbe neatest route through the mountains to the village of 

Cradock. My road lay for about an bour along the foot of the Bosc.hberg 
• 

to the westward. We then struck into an opening of the mountains on 

the right, and following the course of tbe Little Fish River towards its 

source. passed many comfortabJe-looking fann-llOWtes. It some of which I 

alighted and partook of a cup of coift.'C. 01' a dram ( soopie) with the Hbs

pitable hoor!l. These people I found generally to be in much more com

fortable circnnl!ltanccs than their countrymen along the COllst. They had , 
generally substantial hOUIiCS, and gal'dens well stocked with fruit-trees and 

vegetables: all of thcm had good brend, too, fol' their own consumption; 

and mnny hnd sold quantities of wheat to the Somerset establishment. the 

~light in the crops having heen less destructive here than nearer the COlWt. 

Their gardens and com-fields were all irrigated either from the river, or some 

of its tributary streams. TJlis valley branches out as it ascends into a 

variety of glens and ,dells. almost all of which are inhabited and covered 

with he~s of cattle and sheep. It is on the whole a fertile nnd populous 

district. and has been long settled, and comparatively little disturbed by 

the Caffel' wars. It is known by the name of Zwagershoek, or 14 Br'Othcr

jn~law'l Corner." 

At the Veld-Cornet, Paul Plessie's. I got fresh horses; and, pursuing my 

route through the deviow windings of the mountains, again changed horses 

~ded with 1bil eqer de.ire to obtain Pl'Operty in it. for, by the latdt. ~n"';Dot.~ 
A oo.an. :pri •• te- hOUIe. h •• e been yet en.cted. The district of Somal'let conlprehe.nd. the 
wbo» 01 t.he Swb.Dro.tdy of C~adoclc., put of the GrufF-Reinet, and AlbAny diatricb; 
IUid \he- Dneat portion tiE the territor}" laidy wrelted from the CaB'el'l beyond the Fish 
tu... 

F 
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at · n boor's of the name of Malan. Soon after Jeaving the latter, I got 
upon the ridgt~ which divides this }joek from another windirlg glen coIled 

Gannahoek. The latter, which runs down towards the Great Fish River, 

makes an extensive sweep round the other extremity of the Boschherg 

ridge. 

vation, 

The mountains J now stood upon were of very considerable ele

for I had been ascending, though gradually, all the way from -Somerset. 1t took us nearly an honT to descend the stl'E'P declivity into 

the Gannahoek, and the sun. sank down just as Wf' l'!'llched the level plain 

extending to the bafik., ofthr Grpat Fish Rivel·. The country here again WtlS 

ofClquite a ditfc~nt character from the grasry flllshlrl.:s of Somel'set and 

.Zw~hoek. being what they cuU KmToo soH, and coverl'd with n short 

shrub much resembling heath. On this pasture, sheep and goats thrive 

better than even on the finest grass. and the greatl'r part of the Cradock 

district, containing the best sheep-farms of the Colony. possesses tbis dellClip. 

tion of soil. 

We continued our journey ahout three hours by moonlight, when coming 

to a respectable-looking farm-housc, and understanding from my guide that 

I was stiU an hour's ride from Cradock. J rode up to the door and solicited 

lodgings. My request was instantly complied with, and I was welcomed in 

and invited to take my seat at a plentiful supper which was just serving 

up. My host. a joUy coDtequential-looking perion, was, I found, a Mynheer 

Van Heerden. a heemt'aad .and kerkraud of ,the district (i. e. a memller of the 

district-court. and a churchwarden), and who did justice to the reputation 

for h08Jntality still maintAined by tbe farMers of this remote poJ:t of · the 

Colony. 1 had travelled this day about fifty..six miles. the last thirty at fuJI 

gallop on a hardy Afri,:an pony, saddled for me fresh from the pUtu~ 

This would have killed almost aoy English hone. but ~he co~ntry bNecl 
of Cape hone. is far more hardy than oun. and the gr. .. Iesi Mailng 
and approaching more to the eharacter of' bay; 10 that apm.'. long journey, 
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although the horses seldom get any other food than what they can pick up 

while the traveller is resting, yet upon this scanty fare they carry on at a 

spirited ca~tel' the whole day long. 

21.-After a cup of coffee with my host I proceeded, and passed through 

the village of Cradock without stopping. It contains about twenty houses 

with gardens and orchards, wat~red by irrigation froO) the Great Fish River. 

A decent-looking church was e~ting. The country around is bleak: and 

desolate,and presents no capabilities of improvement or of alteration from what 

it iR-a heathy range for sheep and goats. 'thc vi1la£c contains a couple ' 

of small retail shops, or winkels as they are cailed, and two or three 11e

chanics. The clergyman and DIll' or two of the families in the village are 

English. It is supported merely by being the residence of the magistracy 

and the clergyman, which brings the inhabitants from very distant parts 

occasionally to visit it, and insures it a trifling share of small trade. The 

residence of the deputy landdrost is a farm-house fitted up for his accom

lITlooation about three miles distant. no dl'ostdy-house and offices havir.g 

been yet erected. To this plnce I proceeded, and met with a cordial wel_ 

come from the magistrate. Captain Harding, and his amiable lady. 

After breakfast I went to see a ,hot mjneral lOpring, about two miles 

distant: the thermometer when placed in it rose to about 86-. The tS:5te 

of tbe water much resembled that of the Harrowgate or GilslaDd Spa. It 

is Te8ort¢ to for bathing in several complaints. It issues from the ground 

cl.oie to the bank of the Great · Fish River, which is here but a small 

stream, being about tlVo hundred miles from the sea. The blTOund in 

the vicinity is much impregnated with saltpetre. and I was informed by 

Captain Harding that considerable quantities of this substance in a pure 

state are to be found in the neighbouring mountaias. TbrougboutaU 

thi6 q~r indeed of the Colony the soil is profusely impregDoted with 

ni~, aDd ·in many places i8 even rendered barren by itJ luper.bundanee. 

At DO great distance from Cradock, near the Bamboo Mountains, there 

¥2 
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a.re three snIt lukes similar to those in the vicinity of Algoa Bay, from 

which the ndghlJOuring colonists supply themselves with excellent solt. 

I spent the day at the Deputy Lauddrost's, and had much agreeable con .. 

nl"S8tion with this intemgent officer, who had seen a great deal of service 

in different parts of the world; having heen in Egypt with Abercromby, in 

Spain with Sir John Moore, in the deplorable expedition to 'Valch~ren, in 

Sicily. Malta, &C. Yet in aU his campaigns he told me he had never seen a 

more spirited little action than that at Graham's Town three years ago, when 

10,000 Co.ffers stoqned the 'town and barracks, which had only about 250 

so)diers to defend them. For a considerable time. Capt. Harding declared 

he absolutely thought the ssvnges would have gained the day i and had they 

possessed better arms than their slender missiles, the handful of troops 

certainly could not have withstood them. But at length they gave way, and 

some fieJd-pit."Ces being turned upon their encumbcred masses, upwards of 

1300 were left dead on the gl"Ound. They had been t:!xcited to this assault. 

and wl"Ought up to a high pitch of enthusiasm by tht:ir prophet Makanna, (01 

LJllU". as the Dutch caU him,) who on this occasion. it is said. assured his 

countrymen that his power!! of magic would render the English troops an 

easy prey to them. and change the balls even of their destnlctivc guns into 

water. An old Hottentot ehief of the name of Boesak, who happened ac

cidentoUy to be pre ... t at Graham', Town, greatly di&tinguiobed himself 

in repulsing the Caffers at the most critical moment of tbis as .... ult, .nd 

obtained a high and deael"Ved reputation for good cooduct and intrepidity. 

The SUb-djitrict of Cradock forms part of the extensive province of Gl"aalf'

Reinet. on which it is partly dependent; and the magistrate here, who trail~ 

uet8 all bUtiiness with the Colonial Office through hill superiOl' ofBoer the 

Landdroot of Graalf-Reinet, i. called Deputy Landdroot. Cradock .cIi>tdoot, 

though generally of. dry and desert aspect, is rich in sheep and _, &ruI 

produces also by irrigation com more thaD "dlcientfur .tbe ~ptioD of 
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itlJ inhabitants. The boors here are generally thriving and afflLlent in stock. 

though few of them. perhaps, possess much money, or many of thoee com

forts .which in Europe we have accustomed ourselv(!s to consider indispen

sable. The farms here, and indeed throughout aU the frontier districts 

except Albany, arc of the average extent of 6000 acres; thi~ large extent 

only ·being considered a full pLace. But they arc in general merely cattle 

farms. not above two or three acres probably of this large extent being on 

an average capable of culture; and even where a larger extent might be 
• 

irrigated. the great distance from any market, apd the precarious demand, 

will not admit of its being profitably cultivated. In general. therefore, the 

boors only raise corn for their own use, or to exchange in barter with such of 

their neighbours as have not the means of cultivating corn at all. 

The blight or rust, though also prevailing here of late years, has never 

been so univ(!I'sal or inveterate as in Albany and othel' tracts along the sea

COBlt. . Otptain Harding himself cultivates, by means of an abundant spring, 

rt large field of corn-land, and also a well-stocked garden and \;neynm. 

From the. latter he makes some very good wine for his own use, the best 

I had yet tastcd of frontier manufacture . This farm, called Drie.Fonteyn, 

(Three Fountains) where he resides, had becn formerly occupied by a~ ex. 

tensive cattle boor, who had left a memorable monument of his residence in • 
a prodigious dunghill just in front of the house. This had been the station 

of his caale kraal, an.o. the manure had accumulated' in the shape of a solid 

I'DOWltain, which Captain Harding had for lIeveral years been exerting him

eelf to reduCe, though with but little apparent effect. by cutting it out in 

square pieces like peats. and erecting out of this material, extensive enclo. 

mre&, and farm·ya1'ds. In the vicinity of London this mountain of manure 

wouJd be worth many thousand pounds. 

Capt. H. informed me that, uesolat€ B3 the country looked. he could 

can"out in tilt hourtl upward! of 1000 Burghers, anned and mounted, and 
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cle\'nted peak called the 'faay~Bosch~Berg. a singula.l' hill resembling Il 

"cylinder plaeed upon R cone. The count!'y through which I passed abound

ed with spt'ingboks and ostrichc!'. At three o'clock, 1'. l\f. arrived at the 

Veld-Comet, Van '''yk's, dose under thc Agter-Sneeuw!Jcrg. where I stopped 

for the night. 1 had still thus far the company of the Great Fish River. 

but it had now become a diminutive hrook, its source being only a few miles 

distant from this place. I found the boors in this remote quarter extremely 

hospitable. but also cxcet->dingly inquisitive-a circumstance perhaps not to , 
be wondered at, ' '' heu it jis considered how seldom 8 visitor, especially an 

J;o:uropean, appears amollg them. The sallle questions were put to me at 

almost every place I came to :_ u \Vho are you? 'Vhere do you come· 

from ?- 'Vllither arc you going ?-'Vhat is your l)rofession?- ~rhat is your 

age ?-Arc you married ?" and a hundred other interrogations equally un

interesting to a weary traveller. This practice recalled to my miud the 

plan fall en upon by Dr. Franklin, when travelling in the Uuitcd States, 

where the t:leople arc C<lually inquisitive. As soon as he arl'iv~d at 8 hou..e 

he immediately called all the family together, and said, .. I am Dt'. 

Franklin, from New York, un my wny to Philadelphia,"- ndJing all the 

other information he knew he must otherwise give by detail ; by which 

meaDS he obtained quietness (01' the rt."St of the evening. And tlris communi

cative system is so much. iDore popular and p~ferable in every respect to 

the morose and dogged silence which many English travellers resOt't to wheu 

pressed by the familiar hut good-natured interrogations of the colonists, 

that I often adopted it to a considerable extent. It is obvious. that while 

a stranger by his frankness thus gains the good graces of his hosts. be need 

DOt tell more of his private aKairs than he think. proper. 

I was of\en much amused. too, by the curiosity and woDCler. of thOle 

rustics, when I placed my map, COIDPHIt IUld thet'lIlOlIleter on the ~, 

and proceeded to fill up my daily jourwd,-the .. ~oIe bouaeloold gatheriDg 
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round me and staring, open.rnouthed, as if I had f.w.t>n u magician, or 

nstro)oger. 

This Veld-Cornet Van \:Vyk IS in some respects superior to the gene

rality of . bis countrymen, and had considerable merit in aiding the 

Laoddrost Stock en strom to arrest the progress of the insurrection in 1815. 

But he is. nevertheless, a bitter hunter of the Bushmen . 
• 

2S.-Proceeded a.t an carly hour, with a son 

guide. The monling was fair; but we saw a~out 

the mountains which we had to cross, the driving 

of Van \Vyk's for my 

two miles ahead, upon 

of ae snow-storm. On 

lIpproaching the foot of the mountain!! we secured ourselves with our great 

conts and caps. The sun was yet shining hrighdy on us, while only a lew 

hundred yards higher the storm raged in grand array, and produced u mag

nificent effect. We now began to ascend, and were soon em'eloped -in the 

rolling blast i and the dlift was so dense, that we could scarcely disccnJ our 

path. I was soon completely cased in snow, which I in some measure 
• enjoyed, not having !ieen any. except at a great distance, during the last 

five years. As we approached the summit, the storm became more vio

lent. and it was not withuut difficulty that we were enabled to lll'ocecd. 

My thermometer immediately lell to 8ft<'. 

Having at length passed the heights, we gradually gained, as we agaiu 

descended, a more genial climate; and about noon arrived at Karel Okorn's. 

where I 'round horses ready.-having scnt fOJ'ward a messenger from Van 

,~ryk'fI to order them. The snow had now given way to rain, and 1 was 

already wet through; but finding no comfort in a Vee~bool"s open bouse 

witbout a fire-place. in this cold region. I thought it best to proceed 

in my wet clothes j and accordingly set forward, after some slight re. 

frahment_ 

While at this place, I heard that a Commando (or expedition of armed 

boon) had been recently out against the Bushmen in the mountsJ.ns. where 
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tlwy had shot thirty of these poor creatures. I abo learned that above 100 

Rushnlt.'n had been sholllls~ear in the Tarka. 1'his is certainly lamentable 

work, whateVl!r be the cnuse of it,-that we lihould he undlor the necessity 

of hunting down our fpllow-mcn like the wild beasts of the field. On this 

su~jt'ct I shaH have occasion to animadvert more particulal"ly hereafter. 

After travelling about five hours from Karel Okom's, always gradually 

descending, I reached the town of Graatf.IWinct just at nightfall. Captain 

Stockenstrom, the Landdr06t, to whom I had letters of introduction, fl{lt 

being at home. J t.llok up r/.~ lodging~ llt. a Mr. l\1ina.'lr's. 

2~.-I spent. this forenoon in transacting some commercial business, nnd 

in sUl'vf"ying the town and its \·ieinity. In the course of the day, Capt. 

Stockenstrom returned home. and immediately sent me an invitation to the 

Drostdy, to which I accordingly shifted my quarters. 

I had here the satisfaction of receiving letters fl'nJO my relatives and 

friends in England, which in thi!.i remote quarter of the world, and previous 

to my proceeding farther into the interior, afforded me peculiar satisfac

tion. 

25.-Thlli being SUliday, I attended divine service with the Landdrost's 

family at the district church, and heard the Rev. MI'. Murray preach in Dutch to 

• numerous nod attentive congregation. Mr. Murray, like aU tlle late-ap

pointed clergymen of the coloninl establishment, is of the Church of Sc.ltland, 

which in doctrine and discipli.ne corresponds almost entirely with '-he Dutch 

Reformed communion. 

26-29.-I spent these four days in Graaff'-Reinet. This place is wonder

fully improved since the days of Barrow, when it consisted merely of a few 

miserable mud and straw huts. It contains now about 300 houses, ~m08t 

all of which are neat and commodious brick edifices ;--many are elegant. 

The streets are wide, laid out at right anglet, .and planted with rows of 

lemon and, orange treee, which tbrive here luxuriantly, and give to the place 
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a fresh and pleasing appearance. Each hOllse hils n large allotment of 

ground behind it, extending in some instances to several acres, which is 

richly cultivated, divided by quince, lemon, or pomegranate hedges. and laid 

out in orchards. gardens, and vineyards. These arc all watered by a canal 

flxml tht: Sunday River, which branches out into a nllmber of small channels. 

and eaeh inhBhitant receives his due portion at a regular hour. This canal 

has been greatly improved. or rAther cOOfltructcd anew, on a much higher 

level, by the present Landdrost, who, by indefatigabl.! exertion and entirely 

at his own risk, has carried it along the front of a rockJr precipice, and by 
• 

these means gained a large addition of arable ground. and a more certain a~d 

abundant supply of water. I was not a little surprised to find that this 

arduous task had hcen accomplished without even the aid of blowing irons 

or gunpowder. merely by kindling large fires upon the rocks, and when 

they were wen heated, dashing buckets of water upon them. By this simple 

process immense blocks had been split, and roUcd from the path of the 

........ ater-course. This useful work, so es~ntial to the prosperity of the town, 

was effected almost entirely hy the labour of the convicted felons of the 

district under the immediate superintendence of the Landdrost. 

The population of Graaff-Rcinet. of aU colour'S, amounts to about 1800 

80uls. The town is built in a sort of Imsin. almost encircJed hy the deep 
• 

chann'!l of the Sunday Rivel', and closely environed by an amphitheatre of 

steep rugged mountains. This position. and the arid quality of the red 

Karroo soil. render it I)ppressively hot in summer. At that season, however, 

the atmQsphere is sometimes agitated and cooled by violent thunder-storms. 

accompankd by heavy rains. In winter the weather is frequently rather 

c?ld. owing to the elevated situation of the country just at the foot of the 

Snuw MounwlIs: bat while I ""Il! there, the air was delightfully temperate, 

and the sky cloudless and serene. 

Formcily, a coosiderable trade wa.'i carried on betWef".lI this place and Cape 
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Town, by means of waggons. which crossed the Great Karroo (or Arid Desert) 

in the winter or spring, and retumed lJefore the summel' h~atll had destrpyed 

the \'~etation and dried up the sl,rings and rivers, By this road the Cape 

butchers stiU procure n large proportion of the sht.'ep and cattle which are 

wanted Jor the u sc of Cape Town lind the Sllipping in TalJle Bay. But of 

Ink yeots most of the lfIerchandiSt~ ~quired by Gl1latr-H.cinet, which forms 

fl. sort of emporium for a large extent of countl'Y. is brought by coasters 

to Algoa Hay, and iorwarded by waggons ti:oUl that port. 'fhi~ reducl's 

the Jand-t'orringc tq about one-third of tile distance thruugh the KtJrrou. 

This town uwes much of its prospcrity 011(1 clIJllcllishmt'nt to Captain 

Stockenstrom. who, though an African horn, nnd educnt{.'d entirely ill the 

Colony, has been long distinguished M one of the most inteJligent, entcl'priz

jng, and public-spiritt..>d magistrates which the Cape settlemcnt hall ever I'0s

sessed; and his district, though fm· the most extensive, and the wildest in 

South Africa, is administered on a system at once mihl snd eflicient; so that 

J found every whe~ and among aU classt'S his chaructl'r n~sJlected And be ... 

lov(.-d. At Graaff-Reinct he had just established lUI agl'icultuml society, to 

promote emulation and European impro\'emcnts I1lUong his counu·ylHcn. 011 

the recent appointment, too, of an English teacher for that district by Govern

ment,- he added 600 rix-dollars to his sl1lary from 'his own pocket, in order 

to 8CCure the opening of a class for the cl~siC8 at the teo.cher's leisul'e hours. 

Besides this, he provides a salary of 400 rix-dollars to cncourage a dpy.school 

tOr females. just opened here by the daughter of an English settler: and what 

seems to me no less wortby of notice than all this. he has lodged his priva~ 

library.coUected with much expense and difficulty. in one of the school-rooms, 

and rendered it accessible to every respectabJe pel'5On who in tbiJ remote quar. 

ter of the wodd may be diaposed to avail himself of such a privilege. Many ~f 

• A ~"c1I\!!' of rMpootabillty hu lately Deen seat by thl! home pYe1'Dment to enry Drottdy 
to teach the t":nglil h IDDgull86 gratu to the inhabitaut.. 
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thesc circumstances I only became acquainted with after my departure from 

Graaff.Reinct. as Cffptain Stockcnstl'Onl's house. whcl'c 1 residcd, was the 

last placc where I was likely to heal' them spoken of. 

I now mllde arrangements for' extending Illy excursion beyond t111~ north

eM! limits of the Colony. in which I was much facilitated hy the fOl'tunate 

coincidence of the Landdrost being allout to prlK:eL'd. all the 30th, to tht.~ Zcckoe 

RiveI' upon Ulnt franticI', in orde/to ill~pcct lands to he g1'8l1lcc.l to the hoori'. 

On this expedition he was to be uC(.·oUJp"nied by Il laud-surveyor and OTIC of 

his heemrnden, and by two waggons to carry tt;nts and Aluggage. besides his 

travelling horse-waggon, in which he kindly offt'l'ed me n scnt. \ ,Vithout th,is 

friendly furtherance.' shoultllmyc found it almost impossible to proct'Cd through 

the S'l(~cuwberg Mountains at this season of the yell l', when the grealer part 

of the farmers abandon theil' dwellings in that cold nnd stonny regioll, and 

r(~treat with theil' flocks and herds to sl)(~nd the wintcr mouths in the morc 

gcnial climute of the plains; returning ugnin ill the spring. wbell the melting 

\'If tht~ snows leaves the mountains covered with vcgctDtion. 

A dispatch, which al'l'h'cd on the 29th from :Mr. Meidl!. the govern

ment resident at Griqllu-Town. mentioned, that some dviJ bl'oils had arisen 

in his semi-barbarous community; and that gentleman stl'ollgly urged 

CDptain Stockenstrom to send a commando agaillst the pUTty which I)(~ ac-
o 

counted disaffected; all application which, howevcr. the Landdl'Ost wns too 

prudcnt-to accede to. This information indicated that my jOlll'lICY through 

the wild and wandering hordes of the interior might not be unattended with 

difficulty. and perhaps some dungt.'r; but I determined to encounter these. 

rather than lose the present fuvouruble ol)portunity of )Jl'o!lt..-'Cuting an excursion 

on' which I had long set my. heart. 

BO.-Accordingly, the baggage-waggons having been dispatched at · an 

early hour, the heemraacl. land-surveyor, and myself, started at noon in the 

lighter vehicle, drawn by eight fine hones. The Landdrost, being detained by 

some urgent business, was to follow on horseback next morning. -We winded 
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for some time up tbe vaDey of the Sunday River; then mounting the Sneeuw~ 

herg ridge by a long and steep ascent. in two hours more reached the place of 

a boor nomed Vandermerwc. where we stopped for the night, the bullock. 

waggons being still a-head of us. From this place I took a ride of about two 

miles before sun.set, to see a very fine waterfall, where a considerable stream 

dasbes itself over a smooth ledge of rock. aoout 200 feet perpendicular into a 

romantic glen. 

The farm where we now stopped is named MOOder-Fonteyn (Muddy 

Fountain), an appellation so common in the Colony, that I have \"isitcd, I 

1>Plieve, above a dozen places of that name. It is strunge to observe the 

barrenness of fancy of the boors in giving names to places. In every 

quarter of the Colony we find Brak llivier, Zwart Rivicr, Zeckoe Rivier. 

Pa/mid Hivier, Baviaan'$ Hoof. and 80 forth; the I1ppellation being given 

generally from some quality common to many places, and seldom with that 

nice and accurate discrimination which seizes the distinctive and peculiar 

features alone. and embodies them in the name. This may, perhaps, be as. 

cribed in a great measure to the sameness and rnonotollY of South African 

scenery: it, however', ocrnsions much inconvenience and confusion to the 

traveller. 

At this place I learned from the conversation between our host and my 

fellow.travellers. that we were approaching the haunts of the Bushmen; all 

the talk: of the evening being about this unhappy race. There is '(.'On sider-

able risk in travelling through the mountains. not only from the lurking 

Bushmen, but abo from runaway slaveI, who occasionally ruah down and 

plUDder the solita'ry traveller. 

The fann-houses in the SDeeuwberg. and in. mOlt of the ItOlder dittriott 

of the Colony, are usuaDy of the following detcription,-Tbe ~ou.! retODlbletl 

II large barn divided ioto two or three apartment.. One of tbt»e 11 the 

kitchen, which also leTVes for the sitting aDd eating apartmtDL hi the 
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others the family sJeep i while, in the outer one already mentioned, visitors 

and travellers are accommodated with a rush mat. a feather-bed, and a cover~ 

let spread on the clay floor. In this situation I have often enjoyed. after a 

fatiguing day's ride, the most balmy repose; while n l\warthy train of slaves 

and Hottentots were moving round the embers of the fire, wrapp<.'<i in their 

sheeptlkin mantles, and dogs, cats,. and fowls, were trampling over my hody. 

1'he more wealthy and hmg settled families, however, usuaUy have the kitchen 

separate from their sittiltg~room. In such houses curtained heds, and other 

articles of decent furniture, are not unfrequently fQund ; bdt the poorer dasses 

are content with a few thong~bottomed chairs and stools, two or three w~~ 

gon chests. and a couple of d('al tables. At one of the latter sits the 

mistress of the house, with a tell-urn and chafing~dish before her, dealing 

out every now Ilnd then tca~wate r. or coffee, and elevating her sharp shrilt 

"oice occasionally to kt)ep the dilatory slaves and Hottentots at their duty . 

1n this same apartment is also invariab1y to be seen the caJ'casc of 0 sheep 

lilled in the monling. ond hung up under the eye of the mistress. to tit! 

served {Iut fnlgally for the day's provision as it may be required. The 

hOlllCl'l. being without any ceiling. are open to the thatch; and the rafters are 

generally hung full of the enr!! of Indian corn, leaves or rolls of tobacco, slices 

of dried !Veat. called bill tongue. &C. The last is a sort of ham from the 

muscular part of the thigh of th~ ox, or the larger species of antelopes; it is 

very con~enient for carrying on journeys. and is found in the boor's houses 

in every part of the Colony. It is cut into very thin slices, and eaten with 

bread and butter, or with bread and the melted fat of the sh~p's tail, which 

is a commo." substitute for butter: either way it is no contemptible dish 

when one is a little hungry, and many a time I have heartily enjoyed it. 

A t'1-veller, on arriving, if it does not happen to be meal~time, is always: 

presented with a cup of t.ea, without sugar. milk, or bread; unless occasion

aUy, when you may be favoured with a small piece of sugar-candl out of a 
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tin snuff-box. to be kept in your mouth to sweeten the bitter heverage as it 

passes. 'Vhcn their ten nnd coffee io:; exhausted, a .mecedancum is found in 

roasted grain. prepared in the same way as Hunt'l'I radic(ll cojjec, which, if 

not very palatable. is nevertheless a refreshment to a thirsty and weary tra

veller. They never think of nskiug you to cat. unless at meal-time; but 

then you nr(~ expected to draw in your chnil" and help yourself, without 

invitation, in the same easy manner as one of the family. The dishes consist 

for the most part of mutton sU>wcd in sheep's tail fat, or boiled to Tags; 

sometimes with very palatable soup, ami It dii'ih of hoiled corn. mai7.c, or 

pumpkin. CayeD"e pepper. vinegar, and a few hOllie-made pickles, arc also 

usually produced to relish the simple furc, which, served up twi(.'C a day, 

forms. with tea-water and the soopie, or drum of Cape brandy, the amount 

of their Juxul'ics. In thi$ quarter of the Colony, however, I found every

where excellent bl't'ud; and, upon the whole, the farmcl'l:l of Bruintjes

Hoogtc and the Sneeuwberg appeared to be in much more independent and 

comfortable drcumstances than those along the coast. 

31 .-Being moonlight. wc proposed to proceed at tht'ee o'cJock , A. 111.; but 

a storm of snow and hail raging nt that hour, we delayed iIMPOllllil1t; till it 

had blown past, the horses being in the meanwhile put Joose into an out

house. At daybreak. however. we found that they had all dil\"ppeared. 

The boy who had charge of them had laid himself down ncross the open door

way. and soon falling fast asleep, the horses had escaped by stepping over 

his body. All our people were instantly dispatched in search of them; and 

it was soon discovered by their traces that they had gone off'towards Graaff

Reinet. We waited with the peevish patience which travellcnI usually mus

ter on such occasions, until one o'clock, when the Landdr08t joined us; and 

two hours afterward, our messengers returned with them, having had to 

follow them to a fprm within-a few miles of the Drostdy. where they umaUy 

g"azed, 
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At length, about haJf·pnst three o'clock, we got again in motion, and con· 

tinued our journey long ntter llightfall, which at this sellson is about fi\,t, 

o'clock, with»' very I,>ricf twilight. Notwithstanding the darkness of the 

heclouded gnd boisterous night, it was !lUfprising to Sl'e with what dexterity 

swarthy coachmen dro\'e on nt a great rute on a road scarcely dis<--emible. 

and in many places narrow and hroken by l'ocks and gullies. I really could 

not see the fon~ hOl'fles. Yet, 011 we dashed, olle of our drin'rs holding tlu ~ 

reins Rnd guiding the horsf...'S, the other slUlu.:king and lashing them up with 

his gigantic whip. This driving would astonish the hest coachman in 

Englund. al1d shake the nerves of even our first four·in.hand men. till t.ht·y 

got accustomed to it. 

Afh.'r passing through a dismal ravim~, which I found was the Led of a 

rivicrlje or rivulet. wc reached a boor's hOllS(' , wllt'tC we took UI) our qunrtcr~ 

for the night . 

• TulJe J .-Thill morning opened clcal' and frosty , and the air, free frem 

\,..tpours, wn~ hracing, and gave an exhilaration to the spirit'; which] had not 

felt for some time. although the scenery around our l'oatI through thC'!'e lofty 

regions looked bleak Rud uninteresting. At sc\'(m wc took leave of our taJka· 

tive, but . hospitable host. who, by the bye, was in his own opinion. and that of 

his countrtmen. a great doctor - in our's a great. quack-hut a mighty harm

less sort of a fellow withal. Al' we proceeded we saw the lofty Compass

berg (or Spibkop) towering on our left, This mountain r~ived itl' pre

sent appellation from the late Colonel Gordon. who f...'Stimnted its height 

to he 6500 feet abo\'e the level of the sea. It is considered the highest 

point in the whole Colony, unless the Winterberg, on the eastern frontier, 

should .be found, 8S some think, to equal or surpass it: the height of the 

Intter has not yet been scientifically ascertained, From the Compass-berg. on 

the south aid<!. flows the principal 'source of the Great Fish River; and on its 

north side is the SOUTee of the 7~ekoe River, a large branch of th~ Gariep, 

H 
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or Orange River; so that its waters tlow equally into the Atlantic and Indian 

oceans. 

After resting and feeding our horses at n tb.rm-house named Zuur-plaatz, 

we proceeded over the highest part of the Snccuwbcrg range. where we felt 

the air very keen and piercing; hut the fleecy douds rolling around the 

mountain peaks, and gilded lIy the declining sun, hnd a gorgeous and agree

able effect. From this part of the road 'we hud n very extensive prospect. 

The Bambus-Bergen. or Bamboo mountains, and the country called New 

Bantam, which f6'i'lII the north-eastern eAtremity of the CUIOflY, lay far to 

our right. A few days' journey fl'om the BamLms-bel'g is tht., residence of one 

of the Tamhookic chicf..'i, whose people frequently visit the coloni!its in that 

qUArter, and live on friendly terms with them-- unlike their'Caffer country

men neal' the coast. 

In the course of the afternoon we overtook our bullock-waggons at the 

place of a rich boor,-whose entertainment, hflwevlT, we found 80 indifferent, 

(unlike the frank hospitality of his countrymen in general,) that we preferrkl 

proceeding j and nt sunset uutNptnmed (unyoked) in the wilds, and pitched 

our tent, with a large fire in front of it, which kept us tolerably comfortable. 

The night was starlight but very cold. We had eight Hottentots in our 

party, who seemed to enjoy the fire exceedingly; and it was pleB;!ing to see 

them smoking. anti cracking their jokes aU the evening, unchecked by the 

presence of their masters. At nine o'clock. we retired to sleep if, the tent, 

the Hottentots stretching themselves, wrapped up in their sheepKin cnros

,e< (Wanketo~ around the fire. 



ZEEXOE RI\~ER. 

CHAPTER V. 

LJONS. - ll};SI<:RTlCD DWEI ,UNGS.-ZEF.KOE R1VER.-BUSHMEN._B.A(:K 

SET'f LF:RS.-TH~; CRADOCK. RIVER. 

AT break of day we found the country co,'ered with a thick white rime, 

or hoar frost, and the ice on thl-! pools half an inch thick. At this time the 

thermometer stood at 26~, six degrees below the f"-"Czing point. After re

freshing ourselves with a cup of warm coffee, we proceeded.. Passed. a 1>Oo1"!S 

plru:c. where an immense dnnr;hill had been set on fire, as the only mode of 

remo\'ing it. It had already been hurning for nine monthll, and would yet 

require double that period to burn out. An instance was mentioned to me 

of one of those masses of manure which had burned for seven years! 

Since passing the height, of the Sneeuwbcrg we had been (xmtinuaU,.

descending. Our road now followed the course of the Zeekoe Ri'Ver--88 yet 

only a rill.· with scarcely any stream in it. The country gradually became 

more open, and the plains spread out cov-ered with game. At noon we 

overtook the bullock.waggons which we had dispatched, 88 usual, .everal 

hours before we Sla1;ted ou1'itClves in the morning. The hone-waggon traveU 

at the average rate of six miles per hoUr, while the ox.waggon only goes at 

half thlt.t rate, Of a little more 4f the road is good and level. 

'Vhen we fled .oul8panned at mid-duy, and were busy cooking a mutton. 

chop for dinner. we were startled by the appearance of two lion!!, which pass

H2 
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iug within 4011 Yilrds of the wag-gons, proceeded to n neighbouring height 

that on.'rlooked our enrampmcnt, and there lay down and gazed at us. This 

was the first sig ht I had hud of those magnificent animals roving in pOWC .. 

ulld frCl'doJll over their native plains, Dl1I'illg OUI' I'cpnst we kcpt n wlltchflll 

eye upon thclll, having our fire-nrllls all ready for action ill casc of nil attack, 

Tll('Y 1'(;lrInint'd, howcver, pcrfi;ctly quiet, and in nbout :111 hour we l)!'ocel'd"li . 

leaving them ulItlisturiJcd, 

The lions in this quarter of the CololI), 1Il'(~ olt:'n \'cry de:-;tnu:th'c to tlw 

prollerty of the f.irmcrs, '_'specially to horst's. of which til<,y llpp<:ai' to he 

particularly fond, Thcy tu'i', thcl't~forc, oftl~ 1l hunted by the boOl's in sdf-rlt~

fence, aud th~~ following is the Ulcthod described to Wt' as usually pursued: 

Ten or twdvc colonists, lIIourrtt,d, and IIrmed with their largl' gilliS, ~u 

out; and having. with the assi:-;tnnce of their dogs 01' Hottentots. as(';cl'laiucd 

whcre the !ipoiler lies, approach within a moderate distance, and tllt'll alight

ing. make fa.<,;t the hOl'.'$cS to each oth<~1' by thcir I"'idles :lnd huitt~rs. They 

then advance to within about thirty paces, backing the hOl'st's hefore tht'lII. 

krwwing ' that Ihe 1iPIl wii! not spring till within half that distanCl.!, ami being 

aware ii'om his aspect and Illotions whdher he is likel.v to anticipate their 

attack. As they advancc. the lion flt fil'!!t surv('ys them calmly, and wags his 

tail as if in 8 pleased or playful humour; bnt when they appl'oacll nearer, he 

begins to growl, and draws his hind parts undcr his "reast till almost nothing 

of hilll is seen ext:ept his bushy bristling mane, and his cyt's of'living fwe 

gleaming fiercely from the midst of it. He is now fully enrag('d, and only 

measuring his distance. in act to spring upon his audacious assailants, This 

is the critical moment, and the signal is given for half the pnrty to fire, If 

tl)ey are not successful in killing him nt the first volley. he springs ljke a 

thunderbolt upon the horses, The rest of the p&rty then pour in their fire 

upon him, whif~h seldom fails to finish his career, thO~lgh, perhap!!, with the 
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loss of one or more hoI' es; and som times, though mor" rarely, orne even 

of the huntsmen' at' d royed in the 'C danp:el'ous encounter. 

A we proce d d along the plains g ntly declining from the neeuwb rg, 

w di covered thousands of ant lop , quaghas, and gooo '.* Thi wa the 

first tim 1 had n the In t-named urious animal, which has becn minutely 

described' by Bal'l'ow, Lichten tein. and Bmchell. Hundrcd of thcm we're 

now playing round , us, and e,ver and anoll a troop of these fanta tic animals 

would join a herd of quaghas, and all bound on helter- 'kelter ncros the 
. . 

plain" throwing up cloud of du ,t fTom t.?e arid gt'ound, which is here quit!:! 

a karroo, and mi erab1y parchcd and poor. The numb rs and val'iety of th~ 

gam formed, ind ~d, th only feature of animation and intere t throughout 

this dcsolate l' gion, . Among the antel pcs, l ob erved a species only found in 

thi (luartel', and 'aU d th bles-bolr. It much emble the bOJlle-bole, which 

is found in the vicinity of wellcndam. 

ince lcaving raaff-Rein t, 1 had Hot ob l'ved a tl'ee or bu h; th 

c~untt'y b til in 'ttl Sne uwb rg and the nOl'~her~ plains being altogether 

naked and tCl'il -1 o~ing. The farmer sufli 1: much from the scarcity of fuel 

in these barl' n, region and are obliged to bum either ollie very ,mall shrubs, 

or the dry dung of their cattle. The feather d tribes seemed also to have 

de el'ted tpe barl' n alld h lterles tl'ad~. I saw only a few of the larg r 

and mol' hardy speci ,su II as the 0 trich; the lJOuw, which i a SOl't of larO'e 

bu tard, aTtd very d licat eating; thc lU)1'hault, a slO ull I' SOl't of bustard, 

a} 0 prized by picul'cs' cranes,. Nalllaqua partridges, and white-necked 

crows. 

After. a journey of ahout forty mil 'tlli3 day, wc reached a boor's resi-

• Tho! two latter animals arc accurately represented in the annexed plate, with other 
varieti 8 of wild game, clltt'ered over th plain, and th curiou mountain called llusbman's 
Kop, in the background. The QU!lgbJl (or uaggu,) i the wild ass of !)uth Africa, 

• 
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dl'nc(~ . ut a pIne(' callt'd Elnnds-Kloof. The house was locked up and 

dl'serted ~ the fumily hftving gone, like lOnny other inhabitants of the highcl' 

country, to spC'nd their winter with their flocks and herds in the more genial 

dimate down thp Zecknc River. " "c took the liberty. however, of breaking 

into t he house, nllli took up our quarters there for the night. 'Ve found a 

large 'lulllltity of the hl'rb called dacha. n species of hemp, hung up on the 
• 

nlfiers. The leaves of this plant nre ('agerly sought after hy the slavc!'i and 

Hoth~ntots to !'1I1oke, either mixed with tobaceo or alone. It possesses much 

more fJOWl'I'fully !'itillluinting qualities th:w fnlmr'l'o. and speedily intoxicates 

' ~hos(~ who SlIlOk(' it JJI'oflL ~ f'l .\·. sOllwtillH'S rell(h'rillg them fol' a time fluite mad, 

This inehriating ctft'(,t is in fnct the quality for which th(~se poor creatures 

prize it. But the frec ll~C of .it, just like opium. and all such powt:rful sLj. 

nlnlallb, is exceedingly perni cious, and giv('s the nppCfll'8nCC of old age in a 

fi:!w yeIl rs to it s \' ictiuJ s. It is. thcl'{'fore, the HInre extraordinary, that the 

whites, who sddUiu usc the dacha themselves, should cultivate it for their 

SCI'vants. ·But it is, I believe, as un inducement to retain the wild Uuslnncn 

in their service, whom they han' made captives at all carly age in their 

commilndocs, - most of the ... -c people IJcing cx tl't~mcly addicted to the smoking 

of dacha, 

3.-This morning was vcry cold. On looking hack towards tbe Snccuw

berg. we perceived that all the mountains were covered with snow, and 

congratulated ourselves on having got through with fair weatltcr. After 

hreakfast. proseeut<..><i our journey through the same description of country 

as formerly, and freql1ented by the samt' sort of animals. Passed the ske

letons of severa) gnoos and qunghas which had recently fallen victims to 

the lions. The country still declining towards the north with many insulated 

hills dispersed over it. These appeared often 80 c:Iose in front, ·that there 

M~m(>d no plts~e except over ·a ridge of mao.ntainl, yet on approaching. 

we ulways found that they stood quite detached. the plain spreading around 
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and between tlu.·rn, while they "lIse abrupt nnd seplU'llt(', like "ug'ar-Ion\'\~_~ 

placed upon a table. 

At nuon, reached a deserted boor's hOllS ... , where W(~ olltspanned to J'('frcs ll , 

Near this we discovered u Bu~hmlln and his H-unily in a smail hut of ru shes, 

The ... e were some of the race who live on fricndly terms with the co l ' l1Ii ~t ~, 

They wCI'e miscl'llblt" pool'.looking ohj ects, heing al11lost l'lItirely t!\'stituh' 

of cloth:n~. in these cold I'cgion ... : which Sl'<ll'tt.'i y afford \' \ '('11 t1u.: 1II\:'!\Il S or 

kindling Il fire to Wlll'm tiwm , They seemed not to 1>1.: in tlw lIo/)I''s ser"in' , 

but enjoying their freedom undistul'l.K!d, The H~ltll had_just killed 1.1 guO!) 

with his poisoned arrows, The part pierced by tl.c arrows lit: had I 'U~ 

out and tllI'Il"wn away; the rest of the clIrcase he and his fmllih' had 

carri~d to their hut, anti wel'e busy feasting 011 it. 

\Ve were now fast nppl'Oachiug' tht' CO\llltr)' of tlwsl~ hamlit trilws, or 

rather we were at IWCSt'nt tmvl'l'siH~ willis from which they hall he(' n 

partially l'XI'lClh'd hy t he ~l'adllal t'll cron('hlll(' nt s 01' till' eolf)ni .~ ts tHwanls 

t\tC' north. Of' lil t! il" ast () llishin~ pOW(,I~ of su.;taiuill g }lIm~er Ca ptain 

StockcnstrolH mentioned i1 l'elllarkahle ill stall ee to 111\'. I-I e had OIl(:e tound 

a Bushman in the wildcTllI'ss, who hatl subsiskd fourteen i/(f.lIS without 

any other sustenance thlln water alltl ~all. The poor l'l'CllltU'C st'~'m{'d IIlnwst 

exhausted, and wasted to skill and hont'. and it was fi~al'cd tltut if nllowed 
• 

to eat freely. he might iuj!lre hiJ)l l!!lclf. Howl'ver. it WIIS at If'n~tlt ngrc{'d 

to let him.havc hilS own WILY, and before muny hom'S hail elapsed, he harl 

nearly eat uv half the curease of a sheep, Next day IIJ( ~ fd}ow aplK'llI'ed 

in excellent plight, and as rotuud as 1111 IIldel'mal! , Thl'SI' f){'(lI'I I.' <lPPCfll', 

indeed, to have acquired from habit, powers of st.otnnch similar to the beasts 

of prey •. hoth in voracity, and in supporting hunger. Bllt I shaU have 

tlccasion to l'e\'ert agnin to their condition mar'c fully, 

1(\ the evening we reached nnothel' hoor's house. also tlcsertcd, into 

which, as usual, we admittcJ (IUr:;el'!e< without ceremony, and made good 
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our quarteT!, for the night. I now saw clearly, how unpleasant, if not 

impracticahle. it would have been for tOe to trnv(>1 alone through such a 

countt·y, deserted at this season by the few civilized inhabitants who oc

cupy it , nnd on whose hospitality and assistance 1 must have heen in n 

great measure {kpcndcnt. My good fortune in reaching Graaff-Reinet. 

just in time to acco~npatly Captain Stockenstrmll was, tht'refore, most 

satisfactory. In the evening it blew o.~ storm att('ndl'.d with sleet and 

rain. 

4.-Founcl ano.'h<;f nnslilnan family at our out,~paJlIl. Iippal'entJy not so 

\;feU supplied with food as the (Inc we Illst met. 

This day at noon, pa1!scd Plett.enberg's Haaken, a stone erected by the 

Dutch governor of that nRllle to mark the limits of the Colony in this 

direction . But thi~ houndary has long lH;"cn pass(~d on\', Near to thi s 

spot resided the Veld· Comd Vanderwalt. whose house. 01' rather hut, we 

reached at two o'clock. This being the extent of Cap'ain Stockcnstrom's 

excursion for the present, we outspanncd for the night, 

'Ve had hitherto been travcHing on the cnst side of the Zeekoc River, 

but here we crossed. It was still an inconsiderable stl'Cam, lmt standing 

here and there in large pools. at as the coloJlists call Lhelll, Zeekoe.gat,1, deep 

enough to float R man-of-war. About thirty-five miles below this place it 

falls iI\to .the Crado(;k, which is one of the principal branches of thE' Gariep. 

The confluence of the Cradock with the latter is about one hun~reu miles 

farther down. 

At Vanderwalt's we found a number of the SneeuwQerg ·boo~s. who retire 

to this quarter during the winter season,. Some were also anembled here to 

accompany -the LanddrOit on the surveys he . W81 going upoD r ·.and many 

othen to make applications for grants of the places they already ~I!J'"~ ; 

.It is the pnu,'tice of the ~ .. here. wben·~e of :~~ :"'''~ .~;f.arIn. to 

proceed beyond the nominal ,bounc!a>y of ~ Colony. ~, \Oke posseasio~ 
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of the choicest situation he can find in the Bushman country. 'fhi;, they 

notify to the landdrost. forwat'ding, at the same time, a memol'ial through 

him to the governor, prnying for a grant of the fann. This memorial is 

remitted to the landdrost to he l'cp0l1ed upon, &c. and in the lIIC'fUl time 

thc'boor is generally allowed to retain the occupation undt'r the title of a 

"request plnn!"." The grcat ambition which ' the African colonists have 

to Sf..'C all their children settled t\pon " full I'b(:cs," that is, fal'IIIs of 6000 

F';nglish acres ju extent, is "cry detrimental to the! improvement of the 

Colony ; inducing dw popUlation to spread itself .out mu~ heyond its . com

petent means of occupation, and hubitnoting them to a lazy, wnnderiniJ, 

llo111ade life.-content to suhsist Oil mcre animal jiKJd, ratht ~ I' than by regular 

imlustl'), to carn a comfortable Iivdihood ns Hlcchnuics, At the same time 

it is 111so tl'u(', tnat in this quarh'I' of the C()lolI), hut few of the large farms ' 

could he with any al1vnlllag(~ subdivided, th" country heing so arid, and water 

so "{'m'C(', that 6noo, 01' t!Vl'll 10,000 acre:.; o f land are fl' t:IJuclitly not supplied 

v' ith wnter more thUH sufficient Jor one fumily ; and large lmcts of g:>Od 

pashll'c (01' what is ca1l(·d good iu South Afl'icn) llrc often tmtin.~ly usclei;S 

from thc totfll want of wutl'I' in thc(r vicinity. 

The want oftimbcr is also 11 gl'cat drawback to the sdtlers hel'e. 1 had 

not seen a tree, nOI' cven a bush large enough to sllJlply a walkiug-stick, 

since wc teft the bunks of tlw Sunday Hivel', ncar GrnaH'·Heinct. ~"'or fuel 

the inhulijtunts arc forccd to usc dried cow-dung, Tilllh(~r, fill' building and 

other purposes. thcy procure with mHch laIJotll', and of indifft'l'cnt quality, 

from the Cradock River, about forty miles distllut. In cOlISe'lu('nee of this, 

and of the wild and wandering life wIli.::h lIlost of'them lead. thf:!ir dwellings 

are extremely small, and chiefly occupied by their valuabl('s, the people thcm~· 

selvei passing most of their time in the open air, Many are even dcstitute 

of a hut, and Ih'e entirely in their waggons, The climate favours this sort 

of liff', being very dry and salubrious, and considt:rahly milder than in the 

1 
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mountains. No rainli fall except in the surwner aMmtIas, and, tbese not 

regular. but proceeding frorn pusing thunder4ouds. Enough falla, ho~er. 

to nourish the hardy pasturage with which the country'i8 covered; aDd this 
• 

pasturage lS salubrious and capable of supporting n great quantity of fItock. 

Some boors bere, living in the rude way I have described. poness 10,000 

sheep and goats, and 1500 or 2000 head of cat.tle. Others are comparativ~ly 

poor, and are anxious to spare their scanty' flocks by hunting the wild game 

for subsistence for their fumiliell and "servaDts j tbe ..latter not unfrequmly 

eating,the ReMi ofr tbe q~ba or wild ass. These boors are a very hos~ 

pitable, but at the Slime time a boistCI"OUS and unpoli~cd class of people. 

The men are tall and athletic; the women also arc usually of a goodly size. 

aDd OD the whole ,.ather good-looking. 

This morning I was husied with preparRtions ' to pt'08eCutc my journey 

alone into the wilderness. Captain Stockenstrom, finding me dctenniued to 

proceed farther North, pressed me with the most urgent kindness to accept 

of bis waggon and two Hottentots, 88 far as the ford in the Cradock River .. 

about two days journey from this place; and at the same time he ordered a 

Veld.Cornct alRO to accompany we thither with four good horses.- with 

which, and one Hottentot, I wali to launch myself into the wilds. The 

friendly IOlicitude of Captain Stockenstrom to facilitate my journey evinced 

• degree of kindness, which, on 10 brief an acquaintance, I was qu1te unpre. 

pu-ed to ,expect, and which I ahall ever remember with gratitude. 0 He pr0-

vided. me, moreover, with a pass, and an official order addreHed. to all the 

Vdd..comets and other coloniats of bis eXiellsive district, to provide me with 

hones, pides, and ev.ery other ass.iBtance which I might require on my. 

returu into the Colouy by a different route . 

. 6....-At SUIlriae I bade adieu to Captain S .. and my ,t .. .o -other . Jl8f"edie 

oud<>btigiug .feIIow~ and let elI in theeighW>one carriop, ~ 
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by tix! eavalcme of m booftJ, two HdttentotJl, and tbe four Jed hal'llefl fur 

my fatUre use. 

The country preserved the, same monotonous 8!lpect, :relieved aMy by 

the 'appearance of the wild animals scat.tered over its surface. A .... 

proceeded, however, the .soil looked more fertile. and WM covered with 

fine grass; and the detached hills, diminished in size and· number, having 

the odd and regular appearance ~f hay-ricks scattered over a level meadow. 

In two hotlNl we passed Bis(:uit-Fonteyn, and in two hours morc Hamel. 

Fonteyn (\Vetber Fountllin). At both these pl~s J ti'tund a number of 

boor's, from the Snt>euwherg, with their families and flocks. They we1't 

\'cry anxious to kllow who, Hod what 1 was, and whitht:'r I was bound; 

On ICl"lrning that I was going to cross the Grent River and the llus)ullan 

Country with a single Hottentot. they expl'essetl their astonishment, and 

their apprehensions that I should either be dt$troyed by the Bushmen 

or devoUl'ed hy the lions, Some of them urgently l'ntl'eated me to givf' 

tip thoughts of it and turn back; hut hU\'ing fully made up my mind 

on the suhject, I Wfl:; llot much moved hy such 1'epresentations. I had. 

however, had some hopes. I,reviously, of perllunding n hnor or two to 

accompany mc; but such expectations were soon abandoned. 'wht'!n 1 came 

to talk with them. and found them to be so timorolls and unentet'1)Ji~jng • 
• 

J was told here that a lion had jUM killed un ox, and heen shot in the act; 

It iJ thea habit of the lion, it !teems, when he kills n large anilnar. to 

8pl'ing upon it. and. seizing the throat with hi!! terrible taugs, to press the 

body down with his paws till his ~ictirn expires. 'rile moment he seiZ'et 

bit J'"!y the lion closes his eyeS, and never opens them again until .~ is 

extinct, The Hottentots are aware of this; and on the presellt oceasiOlt; 

one ttl tile hcnhmen ran to the spot with his gun, and flred at the lion 

wittdri • few yards distance, but from the agitation of his nerves entirel, 

I 2 
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missed him. The lion, however, did not even ' deign to notice the report 

of the gun, but kept fast hold of his prey. The Hott~ntot reloaded. fired. 

second time, and missed ; reloaded again. and shot him through the head. 

This fact. being well authenticated, seemed to me curious and worthy of 

being mentioned. 

At noon left Hamel-Fonteyn, and after five hoUl'!'! hard driving we 

reached Rhinoster-Fonteyn (RhinocerO! }'fountain), where we found a small 

hut occupied by boors. the last wanderers from the Colony, with their 

numerous flocks. (" The cl~mate here was much warmer, and the country 

.more expanded and pleasing, than any part I had yet seen on our route 

from GraatT-Reinet . 

The principal boor rcsi~ing here was named Vanderwalt. He had 

been wounded about thirty years ago by a Bushman's arrow, and although 

the poison had not heen strong enough to prove fatal, it had inflicted an 

incllI'8ble wound, which to this day gives the old man, now about eighty 

yean of age. excruciating pain. 

These farms lie 80 near the wild Bushmen that the inhatiitants are all 

ex"tremely watchful and we1l armed; guns. indeed. seemed almost the only 

furniture of tlleir cabins. 

Understanding that a Kraal or home of Bushmen was elOIe by, the 
, 

inhabitants of which were on good t.erml. or partly in the service of the 

colonists. 1 let off' with 80me of the boors to visit, them. A set oft beings in 

more miaerable plight 1 could scarcely have conceived: they were nearly des

titute of "any sort of clothing, crouching together under a few ~bom bUlhet, 

which fonned but a poor defence from the chill night blast; nevertbelell 

they teemed in excell~t spirits, and instantly commenced begging tobecoo. 

"hicb they an: immoderately food .of; and will do _ "1., ihi!!tr ,.to 

~ TI>ey exhibited· .... nol &:.te to -. .aod 'p . ...... ,._ .poof 
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of the accuracy" of their"taim, and the great distance to which they can shoot 

their slender but dangerous arrows. 

These poor creatures subsist chiefly upon certain wild bulbs which grow 

in the plains, and also upon locusts, white ants, and other insects. The 

bulbs nnd ants they dig up hy means of a hard pointed stick, with a piece 

of stone fixed on its head to give it lIufficient impetus. Living on friendly 
• terms with the boors, and doing little services occasionally , they also come 

in for the offals of the cottle killed for food, and of wild game which their 

patrons sometimes shoot for them, This miserob1f"! fllfIC, with a supply 

of tohacco, and a few sheep-skins, satisfies aU the wantd of these degraded~ 

beings. 

In the ~vening a small tent was pitched for me near the bool"s little 

cabin. "Four or five large fires were kindled ncar the kraals, partly to warm 

the slaves and Hottentots who slept around them in the open air, and 

partly to scare the beasts of prey from approllching the kraals. The flaming 

or these fil'Cs. the people moving round them. tbeir wild laughter mingling 

with "the lowing of the oxen, and the bleating of four or five thousand sheep, 

had altogether n striking effed:. 

In the course of the evening 1 learned that one of the boor'!! wives had 

been safelt delivered of a stout hoy. In the!!e affairs the South African 

females seem to require very little assistance 01' carc. Medical aid is of 

coune ou. of the questio.o. 

6.-Proceeded on my journey, and having now got " beyond the remotest 

• colonists, I soon pas~ several Bushman Kraals, and saw numbers of 

BUlhwomen on" the plains digging up roots in the manner I- have men

tiOned. This is all" they have to subsist upon, except where now and then 

the men succeed in killing game with their poi80ned arrows, or in destroying 

I,ill more rarely t.he larger antelopes. or the hippopotamm, on the banks of 
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the Cradock Rinr, by pits dug in the pundt with .. _arp stake fixed in 
them. Some of the women on the plain. seemed to e'¥ade us, otihen ap

proached to beg tobacco. 

Thifl day and the preceding. my coune being across the wilds, where 

there was no bealen track, the motion of the WaggOD wu vel'Y unpielliant. 

jolting over the grassy tufts and irregular ground; and occanonaHy we ra.o 

no small risk of being overset by the' excavatio06 of tb~ great ant-eater, 

. which were sometimes 8ufficiently large to admit a man and horse into 

them. Captain s:.ockP.nst.~om mentioned to me that a friend of his once 

.. owed his life to one of these holes. He and Captain "So were hunting gnOO8 

on the plains, and one having been wounded by a musket-ball, (in which 

condition these animals are very furio\Ul.) it gave chase to the gentleman. 

and was gaining fut u.pon him, when ,n at once he disappeared by tumb

ling into an anto-eater's hole which was concealed by long grasa. There 

he lay for some time secure from the enraged animal, whicll, after 

~a;rching for him in nin, scampered otr in another direction; nor could: 

Captain S., who was galloping up to his aasilwnce, conceive what had 

become of him, until he saw, to his great satisfaction and amusemt'nt, his 

~ cautiously emerging from the bowels of .. he earth. 

About two o'clock we reached the bank of the Cradock River. It was at 
• 

thi, place about -400 yards ~. and gliding doWD with a steady current. 

The banks were lined with fine willow-trees, which hung gracefuUy bending 

OYer the strea.m; and altogether it was a magnificent and beautiful scene, and 

doubly impressive from the contraet presented, by such a body of fresh water, 

to the parcIIed and dreary desert. throughwhlch I Iuid lately paosed. I hod 

.. me debate with the boon .. to the practicability of fording U, of ",hich tlley 

_ODed doubtful, fnim it. di..:oIaured and ..,oIIe. appear...... 1 "'at 'deler
mined, ho ........ to make th. attempl. aDd al\er Iokiug _~ I 
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got ready, and mounted with my Hottentot, Frederick, he leading one spare 

horse, and I another. On entering the stream we found it was about four 

feet deep, llnd it continued nearly the same the whole way across-just low 

enough to allow the hor~ to keep their feet, running at the same time 

with considerallie force. On nearing the opposite bank we found our horses put 

to their strength, owing to the heavy laRd, or rather q~icksaIld, with which 

the bottom waa lined. However, -by great exertion, they carried UlI safe 

through. OUT acort on :the !KIIItbem aide were watching us all the while with 

great anxiety, and as 800ft 88 we were fairly thropgh we ~ve them three 

cheers. which.they~, returned. They then turned back towards the 

Colony, and Frederick and I pursued our solitary way to the northward. 
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ten it. to induce me to return. He told mc, moreover, that I had acted very 

imprudently in coming into this wilderness without moJ'c company. Though 

vexed by this awkward explanation in tbe midst of a desolnte and unknown 

country. and somewhat irritated by h,i. presumption in blaming my conduct. 

yet I saw the necessity of SUppre!iMng my feelings, lest I should lose him alto

gether: so I 8J!swncd a gay air, laughed at his apprehensio1ls, and told him 

I would myself find the way hy my map and ,compass, which] clisJllnycd to 

him. My assumed composure soon restored his. confidence; and, chatting 

pleasantly LOb~tI'lr, WE" ht'aped more fuel on the fires, and then laid oUl'sclves 

down to sleep; hn?ing p;eviously inspected our guns, and put them ill pro

per trim in C8ie we should have occilsion to uS{' them in the night. But, 

though somcw hat disturbed by the wild aniInuls ElssembJing Elt the fountain 

to drink, we were left unmolested, and a little before day we turned out our 

horses to graze before we proceeded. 

7.-At sunrise we left the desolate station of Itamah, nnd having now 

lit.tle dependence on my guide, I determined to steer our routc towards 

Griqua Town, partly by the compass and partly hy keeping nCllr the course 

of the Cradock River, which I knew joined onoth('I' hU'ge branch called the 

Yellow River, and that these had thdr confluence at no very great distance 

from Griqua Town. My previous intention had been to ~s the Cradock 

about a day', journey further down, and then cr088 the united etteams (which 

form the Or:ange River or Gariep) a1. Read's Drift, from whence the road 
• 

leade straight to Griqua Town. Frederick's ignol'ance of the country now 

rendered a more intricate aDd circuitoua r.oute indispensable. 

Soon a(\~r leaving Ramah. we again approached the riVeI', at a place 

where.. there is a curi~ rapid, occ8sioned ,by the _hole bod,. .of·w:ater being 

compreased into a narrow defile between rocks. The ~s and whitllpooll 

.. ~ by· the fo,..,. of the· _ro, had fonued "'ritieo ia; the roc"' :"" 

sembling large cauldron!. in w.hicb were a nuDaber drou"nd ~ea continually 
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in motioo; these cavities being in fact formed by ,the attrition of the sto~. 

especially when the river is flooded, as it always is for several months during 

the summer. 

The river soon afterwards taking an extensive sweep to the westward. I 

steered our course over a sandy plnin, bushy ill some places, but entirely des

titu~ ot water. Of this we soon felt the want. the wentfu.'I' being vcry 

warm j and IJeforc mid-day we becl:me quite faint with hent nnd thirst. At 

noon we unsaddled on n ri~ing ground, to refresh the hors.e!l; but there was 

no appearance of water, and scarcely a bush nt this spot ~ shcltcl' U!I from 
• 

the scorching sun. The heat in the shade by the thermomt"ter WQS nearly 

80°. ''''hnt a contrast to the chilly Sneeuwherg which I had so lately left ! 

I wr.s not able to cut my small morsel of food on account of thirst. although 

I had not yet hrokcn my fast. I had two bottles of bra'lIdy in my holste1's, 

but I could only taste it, and would now most willingly have exchanged the 

whole for one gluss of watel' . 

• In nn hour Wl' remounted, and proceeded on our course, ovcr extcn~h'e 

plains, sprinkled with numerous herds of game-quaghas, elands, gooos, koo~ 

U005, hartebeests, gcmshoks, and Ilmaller antelopes, the movements of which 

helped to relieve our lonely journey. The gnoo here wns of n- larger size. 

and apparently dii'erent trom that on the other side of .the Cradock, being 

of 8 dark bfue colour, and having a black bushy tail, 'instead of a white one. 

I observed also two sorts of hartebeests • • 
As we travelled along, I observed my Hottentot continually looking out 

tal' the spoor (track) of human feet, being exceedingly anxious to get to 

some kraal before night: but the only tracks he could discover were those of 

the wijd animaJi abovementioned. and of their pursuer, the lion, The foot

prints of the latter were so frequent and so fresh, that it was evident these 

tyrants of the desert were numerous and ncar to us, Frederick also remarked 

to me, that wherever sueh numbers of the l~rge game wet'c to he seen, we 

K2 
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might be cert&in lions were not far distant. rrhe numerous skeletons of ani~ 

mala scattered over the plain, presented sufficient proofs of the jUlitness of our 

apprehensions. and these were soon confirmed by ocular evidence. We were 

jogging pensively along, the Hottentot with two horses, about ten yards be. 

fore tne, - I following with the other two: Frederick was nodding on his 

saddle, having slept little, I believe. the preceding night. In this posture. hap

pening to cast my eyes on one side. I beheld with consternation two mon-

8trous lions reclining under a mimosa bush, within fifteen yurds of our path. 

They were TCclin:ng lazi!'y on. the ground, with hulf-opetled jaws showing 

their te1'l'ific fangs. I saw our danger, and was aware that no elfort could save 

us if these savage beasts should he tempted to make a spring. I collecte.d my

self, therefore, and moved on in silence; while Frederick, without perceiving 

them, rode quietly past. I followed him exactly at the same pace, keeping my 

eyes fixed upon the glaring rnonstt!rs, who .remained perfl.'Ctly still. When we 

had got about seventy or eighty yards. from them, I rode gently up to Frede

rick. and, desiring him to look over his shoulder, showed him the lions. 1\ut 
lIuch a face of terror I never beheld, as he exhibited on percci\'ing the danger 

we had 80 narrowly escaped.- He was astonished, too, that he had not 

previously observed them, being, like most of his countrymen. very quick. 

sighted. He said. however, that 1 had acted very properly ill not lipeaking 

nor evincing the least 8larttl while passing the lions; . for, if 1 had,·they would 

probably not ba\'e Jet us pass so quietly. MOlt likely, however, W;e owed our 

safety to their hunger being satiated,-for they appeared to have been jUHt 

devouring some animal they had killed; a quagga,-as it seemed to me from 

the bunied glance I had in passing. 

, ·Redoubling our speed, in about an hour afterwards we dilCOVereti .. foup~ 
tain, where we and · our horaea quencbed our raging tbirst.. Thw ~J 

• The prehed vptte ill drawn from the ~ of tha toeai. 
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1Ve pushed all, and about four o'clock obtained a distant view of the Cradock 

river, hut remote from the course it was necessary for us to ke--.!p. We COD

tinued to observe numerous traces of lions, and began to look forward ·with 

some anxiety for 8 place of fest dUJ'iog the night, In passing down a val

ley, we came upon a chaill of deep pits dug right ucross it, and adroitly con

cealed hy I'eeds slightly strewed over with sand. Fortunately some of them 

had been recently broken dow;. otherwise we should wast likely have 

fallen into them, and been impaled on the sharp stakes fixed in theil' centre, 

These are contrivances of the Bushmen OT J(or!-naas, t8 entrap the larger 

game. 

About 5 1', 1.T. we fell in with another fountain; but, as there was no 

wood ncar us, Wt' wcre forced 1'c1uctnlltIy to 1Jroceed. aner filling with water 

one of my bottles. out of which I pOllred the brandy to make room fat' 

it, Dill' situation flOW began t'o be \'cry unpleasant, No wood was to be 

secn as far as the eyc could reach; and without fire we should run imminent 

"sk of losing our h()l'ses in the night by the hyrenas and liolls; and might 

not. improbahly fall a prey ourselves, M we galloped on in this anxious 

mood. the sun seemed descending with unusual speed. Not a bush appeared 

over the nnkec1 surface of the desert. At length, just as the day was closing, 

and the sun already sunk below the horiT..on, we reachL>d. a rising ground • 
• 

and discovered, do'W at hand, n clump of camel-thorn trees (acacia giraffte) 

a spreies.of mimosa, with beautiful branching top, spreading like an um

hrella. No time was now to be lost, Our horses were hastily kllee-haltered 

(i. e. tied neck and knee to prevent their running off) and turned to graze 

till the night closed in j while Frederick and I set eagerly about collecting 

wood to make fires ftll' our protection, Having chosen Ollr resting-place 

under a large camel-thoro, we lighted one huge fire there, and others at 

a little distance . on our flanks, front, and rear; I then began to feel 
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somewhat more comfol"table; and overhauling ourwaUet, we found a 

small piece of OJarse bl"ead and sausage remaining, which Frederick and 

I divided. 'Vith this short nUovo:ance, a glass of brondy, and a grateful 

draught from the bottle of water which 1 had providently hrought from 

the last fountain, I made my breakfast, dinner, and supper all at once, 

with a good apvetite. 

Our horses, which we had tied up "'ithin a few yards of us, seemed 

to enjoy our company, lying down with the greatest confidence near our 

fire. Poor nnimn}'i! we had rode them ahove fifty miles this duy, ami , 
as far on each of t.he two precerling. so that they stood in grcat need 

of rest; and during the jonruey they had seldom had an opportunity of 

feeding. 

The ground here I found. covered with nitrous particles like (1 hoar-fro:!t. 

Such a couch is considered, I believe. rather dangerous to sleep upon. In 

India, as 1 have heard, it often proves fatal to the weary traveller, lying 

down never more to risco The soil was also sprinklerl with the seed of p. 
plant covered with prickles. making it very unpleasant to sit or lie down. 

These seeds are jocularly calleel by the colonists dubbclljes (twopenny-pieces). 

Making my bed, however. as comfortable as circumstances admitted, I 

wrapped myself in my great coat, with my saddle us usun! for my pillow, 

and roy IDadcd gnn by my side. We knew pretty well that the fires 

w~re sufficient to scare off the lions, but we had some f~an; of ,the crafty 

hyo1ena attempting a I!Inatch at our horses. Nor were we a1together without 

apprehension of the Bushmen. some of whose traces we had seen during 

the day. 

As I lay thus beside our watch .. fire, I could not avoid lOme sombre 

re6~cti9~1!1 upon J."qy pnasen.t forlQm predicament, ",ncertain of ~ur ~t.e. 

and SllJT()uudeq ~y ... va~ hordel, '04 raven!lU8 ~te of p~. The 
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Hashing of our fires only added to the gloomines8 of the scene, making 

the heavens appear a vault of pitChy darkness; nor was there an:)' kind 

moon to cheer our solitude. Thus ruminating, I unconsciously gave utter

ance to my feclings-lnmentitlg the uncertainty of our situation, and how 

unfol'tunate it was that we did not know our road better. This st~ng 

poor Frederick, who with much emotion exclaimed· ....... " Oh! that I had 

wings like a hiI'd, that I might tty and hring from the landdrost a better 

guide than I have been !" Finding him in this disconsolate mood, which 

was not unmixed witii terror feu' his own sofctl' I c.:hang(~d the su~iect. 

spoke to him cheerfully, and commit.ting my safety to ProvidenL'e, 1 turned. 

myself to sleep. After enjoying u couple of 

\las awakened hy the sht'icking of the jackals. 

hours' refreshing repCMc, I 

I rose and· replenished the 

fh'($ with fresh fuel, and after smoking a segar, ~ain addressed myself to 

sleep. Frederick {!Xpl'csscd his sUI'prize at my composnre in fuUing asleep 

in such a ha:tllrdolls position. For his part, poor fellow! he was too much 

ulafmcd to slecp, and comforted himself with smoking away the prindpal • 
part of the night, a 1)ipe being the Hottentot's usual solace in aU his 

distresses. 

S.-'Ve Iwiled the first dawn of mOl'mng with no common pleasure, 

and with feeling:! of' thnnlcfulness for our sofe preservation through the 

dreory watches of the night. Ou looking round Oul" station, we perceived, 

by)he freih traces of lions and hy&nas, that numbers of these ferocious . ' 
animal:s had been prowling round within two hundred yards of U9 during 

the dlill'kDe59, being c\·jdently prevented solely by our watchfil'e8 from making 

their supper of us. 

We ullmedia~y 8Ilddled ,up, and pursued our journey. for at this spot 

we had neitber, A'l'ast DOl' water to re&e9h. our hones. At starting, our road 

lay throug~· '8 narrow defile,. wbkhopened ,upon more exlenlive scenery. 
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This defile Frederick though fit to name .. Thompson's Poort," (i. e. Gate or 

Pass.) in honour of the narrator. On clearing the ravine. we could descry 

the mountains beyond the Vaal or Yellow River. 'Ve travl'llcd on two hours 

without seeing any object worthy of notice. Fine grass we found in abun

dance, hut there was no watt!l', without which our horses could not cat. At 

length we clime again suddenly upon the banks of the Cradock, where we 

immediately unsaddll-d our exhausted steedil, and turr.cd them loose to drink 

and graze their fill. Our own rations consisted of a small CI ust of dry 

bread, now as bend as a piece of wood; but we soaked it ill water, and 

ate it with all the relish of hungry men. Here w,e obS('I'\,cd fresh markt:! 

of Bushmen. 

On examining my map .• I found that the nearest way frorn our present 

station to Griqua Town. would he to recro~s the Cradock, and proceed 

athwart the country to Read's Drift. in the Orange River. A !I SOOIl Q!I I pro

posed this route, however, Frederick remonstrated against it mo"t strenu~ 

ously ; maintaiuing in the first place, thllt it was illlpossiblt, to cross the rivel',: 

and next, that the lions on the opposite side were more klv(lod (angry or fierce) 

than thosp where we now were, To these objections r paid little attention, 

considering them mere pretences to cover his timidity. 

Having carefully examined the rivel', I determined on crossing; for it 

appeared at this pl8~c not so deep, though somewhat broader than Ilt Vander

walt's Drift. We accordingly saddled aud mounted our steeds; but· 1 found 

it impossible to persuade Frederick either to lead the way, 01' to accompany 

me. My utJno~t urgency could only extort fl'om him a promise to follow me 

across. in the event of my getting safe over. To this condition I agreed, aod 

immediatel,. plunged into the stream. J found it on.Jy about three feet deep, 

aDd it continued nearly the same till I had got about three-fourths RC1'QII. I 

already cODlidered thia difficulty surmounted; 8 few yard. more ,and I "'as 

.rely ashore-when all at once down pluaged both my honea into deep 
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water, and into the power of a rapid (.'urrent, Fortunately for me, the animal!! 

proved manageable. I grasped the mane of the one I rode, with one band, 

and with the other contrived to turn his head back towards the side where 

I had entered; ond in n short time got him again upon his feet, and reached 

the" shore-thankful to God for my escape from the lUost imminent danger J 

had ever ellcountcl'ed. My guide met me as I reached the bank, and eagerly 

grasping my hand, with teaN in his eyes, testified the most lively joy at 

seeing me safe out of danger; adding, that if I had bren drowned .. he coultl 

never have looked Captain Stockenstrom in the face, a~ }no had particularly 
• 

charged him never to leave me on any account. I was pleased by Fredcrick's. 

display of feeling on this occasion. and the danger I had now escaped. as 

well 3S the alarms and privations we had shared tObrethcr, contributed to 

attach him more and morc to mf'; nor call I ever sufficiently express my 

obligations to Captain 8. for his considCl'atc kindncNs il) I)roviding me with 

such a faithful attendant. 

• Having now abandoned aU idea of l'c-crossing the Cradock River. I 

resolved to follow its (."Oursc, at no great distancl~. to its junction with the 

Yellow River; and crossing the latter at the first convenient place. to 

proceed by thnt way, either to Griqua Town, or to CampbeJl'fHiorp, a 

small Griqua village, at no great distance from its banks. Soon after 
• recommenl'ing our journey we met a Koranna riding on a bullock. We 

accosted Jlim with a view to learn intelligence as to our route, but could 

not by any method make him understand our meaning. The Koranna. 

are a tribe of independent Hottentots, nearly allied to the Namaquas wilo 

reside on the west const: I shall have occWlion to speak more fuUy of both 

these tribes hereaf'ler. 'Ve had scarcely left. the KoranDa when we fell 

in ",i"th a solitary Bushman. who appeared much :iurprised by our appear

ance. A little farther on ~·e came unawares upon a large party of the same 

I. 
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people, hut being not at nll desirous of nearer acquaintance, at this time, with 

t.hese s\\"<o;picious savages, we galloped past them with all speed; while they 

seemed completel), taken by surprise, and remained, as if rivetted to the spot, 

gazing afwr us as long as we were within view, I took it for granted, that they 

would imagine that we wcrc the outriders of n larger P8l'lf, such n thing as 

single individuals cl'ossing this country being unprecedented, and I did not 

briv(' them leisure to discover our weakness. 'Ve still kept the banks of the 

Cradock. and were frequently struck with the picturesqne views it presented; 

its deep solemn witters, flo)"ing along under the shady willows which every 

where overhung its hanks, afforded n fine contrast to the pai'ehcd country at a 

little distance from its course. At one place, the stream, for n spRce of ahout 

two hundrcd yal'ds, is confined in a narrow dcfik. nut mure than forty yards 

hrood, thmugh which it rushes with aUlazing violence, ronring tremendously, 

By the vestiges of inundatioll!'> 011 the banks it appeal's to swell up at cel'tllin 

periods. like an immcnsc lake, ahove this narrow. 

The day being warm I lIoon got dried from the drenching 1 had rt.'Ceivoo. 

in the river. About noon we reached tlw cOHflucnce of the Cradock and 

Yellow Rivers. - The lo.tteT, to my astonislunellt, was at this time much the 

largest; and I now saw clearly that it would have been vel'y hazardous, jf 

not quite impracticable, to have crossed the Gariep at Read's Drift, where the 

waters of the two streams are united, had I effected my plan' of getting 

across the Cradock. It was, therefore, extremely fortunate that tlJe at.tempt 

had heen frustrated. 

The scenery, at the junction of the two great branches of the Gariep, was 

• Th~ EngJj~h name of thill Illtt~r branch i~ n tro.mliltion of the origi.uo.l Koranna ap
pellation, Ky GOfitp. The Griqu!L& nnd Boou give it the Dutch name of 1'001 ri(lier, which 
bu Dearly the same meaning. The CradocK. is tenned by the KoranDIlII N" G(Jri~p. or Black 
River. The word Goriep. lignifying limply Ti'w' in the Koro.nlll1 tcngue. is applied by wily 
()f eminence to tlle united Itreaml, or mWD trunk, generoJly kqown in the oolony by the 
t'pitJlet' of Groote. or Oratlge River. 
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tbe tuost magnificent 1. had yet secn in this country. The immense conflu

ence of waters, - the steep banks overhung with majestic willow-trees,-thc 

sedgy I'Cl,{,SSE'~ of the hippopotamus. ~hjch a!Jounds here. all contributed to 

fin the mind with sublime emotions, nnd with admiration of the wisdom and 

power of the gl't'at Creator. 

'Ve were llOW ohliged to wind up the hanks of the Yellow Hiver for some 
• miles in scKl'eh of a ford where we might safely cross. In our way we passed 

several Koranna kraals, and stopped at one or two of them to make CII

quiri.es; but we found Duly women and children IJ,t horne,·who could under

stand neither our language nor our sign!>. The men we supposed to be OUt4 

hunting. These simple people ~eemed astonished at OUl' appearance, and 

littered II wild cry of admiration- H all! all!" 

A little way from these kraals, as r afterwards learned, arc very large, 

natural salt-pans, of the same description as tho~e neal' ZWllrtkol)'S River, 

from which the neighbouring inhabitants supply themselves with salt. 

In about nn hoUl' we found a place which we considered fordable. ' 'Vc 

immediately entered, and found thc water about three feet deep, but v~ry 

rapid, so thnt we were ohliged to keep the heads of the horses strongly up 

the stream aU the way through. The river was here about two hundred 

yards wide, and was much more discoloured than the .waters of the Cradock . 
• 

Both these rivers are now ascertained to he chiefly fed hy the periodical 

rainil whiih fall among the mountains near Delagoa. Bny. From December 

to April they nre at their highest., during which time they can only !Jc 

crossed by rath, or by !iiwimming. At this time they were rapidly decreasing. 

and next. month would he at the 10""'('5t. 
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