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prehensions were relieved by an answer in the affirmative. and by the soft 

sound of their voices, which we perceived to be female. Upon teUing them 

our purpose, they went back to the fires, but could not he prevailed upon to 

come near us. On approaching the fires. we found fifteen women and 

children, who seemed quite bappy to hear we were come to save their lives. 

instead of destroying them, as they at first supposed.· They informf'd Ul:' 

tllst there were more women coming along the road; and we now felt at 

ease, and unyoked the oxen. 

Perceiving. however, n fire at somc distnnce, in the direction of Lattakoo, 

we thought it necessnry to ascertain whether we had any thing to fear from 

that quarter ; and theretore leaving Mr. Hamilton to cook some victuals, tM 

Hottentot, OUI' Bechuana interpreter, nnd myself, walked toward! the fire. 

'Vhen within 100 yards, hearing women's voices, we called out to them. and 

.instantly a number of people rushed into the bushes; but not doubting that 

they were women, we advanced, and spoke to them. Seeing we were not 

come as enemies, they returned to the fire, and we explained the object of 

our visit. We then retum('d to our .waggon, and after taking our supper,. 

and committing ourselvf.~s to the care of Providence, we went to rest. 

Early next mOl1ling, IlIn·jug directed the wonlfm to go on to the place 

where we had met the first three rethgees, and to wait there till we returned, 

we proceeded towards Lattakoo. We found a number of dead bodies lying 

among the bushes, and along the path, being apparently the careases of unfor­

tunate creatures that had come on without provisions, and had thus perished . 

• The vignette prefixed to this chapter contains portuitll of two of the poor creature, 
ICSCUed by the very meritoriOUl exertion. of MeIllTS. Mf'lvill, Hamilton, IlJId MoWat. The 
female, by IllI.me M uJIfI.m, h&ll a mild and ple .. ing countenance, &II, indt.'ild, 1lI000t of the l\fan­
utte fetnales Lllve. indicating nothing of cannibal ferocity . She ill IiOW in Cape 'rown, and 
h .. proved benelf a very good and faithful senant. 

1'he other figure i.e that of a boy ",bout uine yean of 'Ie, named Td,na. He w .... ved 
by Mr. Moffat, and having IMt all hit own relativN, baa become affieetioDate1y domeitiClted 
in the family of bit bene&etor. 
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Besides ~~ women we had seen last night. we met a few others who had left 

La~kQO an~ were coming o.nward. We hoo. now lla!lsed thirty~seven 

women a~d children, most of wbom. wer~ without victuuls, and would. per~ 

haps, have nhm Jlt:rished of hunger before they reached Kuruman, if we )l8d 

noll met and relieved them. 

After we had travelled about an btJur. we halted within three miles of 

the place where the hattle wa~ fought a week heforc, in a situation where the 

waggon could not easily be discovered from that quarter. Having ascended 

a little hill which commanded a vicw of Lnttakoo, we observed the smoke of 

fires in' four different places: smoke ,:\'as aho seen rising- froUi the town, 

)Yhich had been set on fire during the battle, and was about three or foUl' 

miles distant. Two persons were likewise discovered in a valley, nbout three 

quarters of a toile from us, driving n cow. These appenrances were rathel' 

suspicious, bnt we still thought theN! was Htth.· reason t.o fear , and, therefort'o 

lYent down til the ncurest fire, which was in an old cattle enclosure. Here II 

spectacle presented itself to u~, sufficient to touch the hardest heart. One 

wo~an was sitting by n fire, boiling and eating her skin carosse: another, who 

'had been wounded by n poisoned arrow, lay expiring, apparently ill great 

agony, and with her body extremely swollen and bloated: a third appeared 

so w~ak for want of food, that she could just crawl, TIley expl'essed neither 

joy nor fear at eur approach. We endeavoured to comfort thelQ, by explai.n~ 

. ing that we had come to save their lives, and hy supplying them with a Httle 

breJld; hut they appeared so much howed down by calamity as scarcely to be 

sensible of our presence. 

From this melancholy scene we went on to another fire, about 300 yards 

farther, and had there to witness ot~jects equally distressing. A woman and 

two children were sitting over a fire, too faint, apparently, to he able to speak, 

nor did they seem the least surprised to see us. A youth, aLJOut sixteen years 

of age, was lying under his caross€'. He had been severely wounded in the 
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head, and had 81)parcntly fallen upon the firo,. for he was lying upon the ashes. 

and was very milch burnt. lie was still living, and 1 doubt not was ill great 

agony, but he could not be induced to get up. nol' would he speak 11 word. 

Notwithstanding the misery of these people, they never expressed their sor­

row hy tears or groans. 

Not having it in our power to mitigate their sufferings, at least for 

the present, we proceeded to discover who the persons were wholll we had 

seen driving Q ' (.·ow', On advancing to tlw spot where we first saw them, wt' 

found the cow standing. lltll the people had hid thclilseln's in the bushes. 

'Vhen we got nearer, onc woman stul'kd up, and cried out that sill' had been 

" taking care of our cow;'-not dOll utlllg. J snppose, that. we WCfe coming t~ 

look after it, and, might perhaps, kill her. lIer lear~, however, iJei ug' removed 

by our manner, and by what we said to h<:'r, silt., CI.lIIIC' 1'0l'w1I1'[I, ami soon 

after, the other woman ulso Cllmt~ out o r her hidillg-placc, and wc dircctcd 

them to go on to the waggon to get something to cat, 

From this we directed our course tOWUI'tls two other fil'CS, about twu 

miles distant, dowll the valley. The ,'SlllOkc nppearefl to nnsc ffllm sc· 

veral fires tOf:,~ther, so that we conceived th\!rc might be SOllll ' huudn.:ds 

of women there. Although ''''c had little doubt of their being ft'malcs, 

yet, as we were on foot, and incapahle of defending ourselves against 

even ll. small party of the wnl'riot'll, who might still 00' in the ncigh-

bourhood. we proceeded towards the fires, not without suspicion, Bud 

short dista,nce, lome degree of anxiety. 

the Hottclltot suddenly 

'When we had advanced but a 

halted, and toM us we must go no farther; 

pointing, ot the same time, to the footJlJ!lrks of a great mtml>cr of peo­

ple. who, he said. were men, and must have passt!d tbat way the day 

before. Upon consideration, it appeared quite probahle that they were 

a body of the Mantatees, and that the fires we had seen were made 

by tbe:m,-the footmarka leading in that direction . It was judged ad-
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visable, therefore, to make the best of our way to the waggon; and, as 

we retreated. we looked suspiciously llround llS, fearing to he discovered 

hy some of the sa\'ages who might be straggling about. On our way 

back, however, reflecting that we ('ouM still ollly carry home an uncertain 

report, we agreed to retul'll once mOI'e, and reconnoitre the fires after 

dark . 

On nl'rivillg at the place where we saw the three wowen in the 

miserable state nbovc d(~scl'ibed , we found, that ot,Je of those we had 

seen wit.h the cow, had stoPIJ(,"(1 here instead of going to the waggon; 

nor could she now he indur.cd to go f()I'ward, hut Jweicrrcd starving 

"" 'ith hcl' ('orllpnniollS. Her othe), companion, howe",er, had gone to the 

wnggoil , [llJd wus supplied with iood. After taking some refreshmcnt, 

townnls t~ \'l'HlIIj.\' we wcnt hack to the little hill fmlll whellt:e we had 

l'ccomlOitl'cd till! Hci~hhollrhood III th~ H.urning; nnd om' of the palty 

cl'cepillg alOong the gl'liSS tn tilt'. top, lookt:d all Ill'00md to sce ir any 

stragglers could IlC diseowred; !Jut not a human bt~i ng could be set.' II, 

and it was 1H.'ad), dark IwfOl'e we (.'ould disc(·rn the large fire which 

we hnd S<.'en in the morning, '''hen night closed In we advnnccd to~ 

wards the ,dace where we hnd formerly seell tlH' sltloke, BcfOl'C wc 

got into 

declivity. 

thc plain, it cost U~ some truuble to desccllu a steep, nw:ky 

No 61'c was now t() be St'Cll . JI rl\'ing walked lIIore thou 

half nn hoUl', flud still seeing 110 fil'l 'S. W(' lK'gon to apprehend that 'n~ 

might find oUl'scln's in the midst of th(~ Ul bcfol'c we w(~rc aware; but 

at length we saw several lights A. few hundred YaI'ds before us. We pro­

ceeded fill cautiously as possihle, until Wl' got within 100 yards of' th~m ; 
and the Hottentot and BcC'huann boy wel'e ordered to creep still doser, to 

discover whether the voices we heard were those of meT! 01' women. In a 

few minutes the Bcchuana returned to say, that he heard mcn'~ voices. but 

the Hott(!ntot thought he only helll'd women's, and wished me to approach 
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with him that I might he satisfied. I therefore went with him, and got within 

twenty-6ve yards of the nearest tirt', There were, altogether. about fifteen 

fires in different places. Only a few people were sitting lIy them, but we saw 

se"erallying on the ground. Although the two or three voices wehcard 

were women's, we still thought it probable, from the circumstance of baving 

seen the footmarks of men coming down in this direction. that there might 

he men as well as women present; we therefore deemed it imprudent to 

venture farther. and .finally 1't:'treatcd back liS we came, considering it our 

most ohvious duty to rescue the forlorn creatures we had' already found, 

rather than hazard our own lives fol' an UJlccrtoin benefit. 

The next IIlorning we !joel off on our rf'tlll'n to KUl'Ulllan. At evening­

we reached the place where we had met the first three women, at the foun­

tain, and foune). no less than fitly-four women nnd (:hildrcn waiting fhl" 

us. Next day we again moved forward, nnd at dark hud pl'OcC'cdcd half. 

way to the Maquarecn Riycr. On our way we met two lleehuanus, who 

brought a note from Mr. Moffat, !'tating that messengers had !Jeen sent 

to Kuruman with intelligence that the Mnntntecs, aftel' their defeat, had 

marched upon Nokuning. cnptured that place. and carried off all the cattle; 

and tlmt they had come the following tiny, and attacked Mahoomnpclo and 

Levenkels, the two BC(!huanll. chiefs who had fled from Lattakoo, and had 

likewise carried off their cattle and women. 

On the afternoon of the following day we arrived at KUMlman, where 

we found that the Missionariell' wives had departed for Griqun Town, being 

afraid. as the Griquas had left the country. that the Mantatees would return 
• 

to attack the place. Mr. Moffat was waiting our return with much anxiety. 

He had dispatched a letter to the Griqua Chief, Waterboer. informing him 

of the depredations that the Mantatees were stiU committing in the neigh. 

bourhood of Lattakoo. and requesting him to retum immediately to defend 
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Kurumnn. W utcrboer received this lctter when aoout ha1f~way Lctween 

Kuruman and GriqUD Town, and sent back nn answer, as:mring Mr. Moffat 

that he was quite willing to return, but having received notice that four 

trioc's of savnges were coming down the banks of the Garic}l, he and his 

bond werc ohliged to hasten to Griqua Town to dl~fcnd their own homes. 

Being somewhat anxious about my family. I left Kummnn on the evening 

of the 7th, with the missionaries' wnggons, consigning the Mantatcc W OlllelJ 

to the care of Mr. Hamilton, to be brought onward at l~i~re. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

BE S ON THE CAFFED. TlilBE .-THE BECBUA AI.-TRE 

All OSlB AND A ATYlIB..£-TRIBE OF EUROPEAN LlNEAGE.-· 

CONQU STS OF CHA.KA., CHIE ... OF THE ZOOLAS. 
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tl·ibe~. when hl'ought into contnct, nre aWe. after a \'Cry little practice, to 

com'crse fluently with each other. How far these affinities of race ond 

language lIlay extend to the northward. I cannol pretend to determine; 

but I have seen a vocubulary of the language of Joanna, one of the Comoro 

Islands, drawn up by the Rev. 'Vm. Elliott, a missionary lately resident 

there, which proves that those Islanders, and probalily also the aUoriginal 

tribes of Madugascar, speak a dialect 'vcry intimately alli<-'tl to thl)Sc of Caf­

ti'aria and l\fozambiq~c. 

Leaving, llOWCYCr. the questions, as to: the wide ('xtcnsion of this Jon­

gungc, M well as tht· Ol'iginal delivation of the numerous tl'iiJcs hy wholll 

it is spoken, to the discusslon of more learned inquirers, J proceed now tu 

offer some hrief remarks upon the present state--

1st. Of the Redmann tribes. 

2d. Of the southern Cafi'ers, viz. the Amakosa', the Amntymb.c, &c. 

3d. Of the Zoolns, or Vatwahs, and t.he wandering horde~ called the 

Mantatee~ and Ficani. 

The peculiar manners and polity of the llechuanus have recently Leen 

vcry minutely, 01', on the whole, accurately described by Hurchdl. It is 

1I0t my intention, theref(Jre, to cuter into any lellf.,rtitcllcd detail on tlwse points; 

hut having visited the Matdhapce tribe under circumstances of unusual ex­

citement. their Teal character was prohahly. in some respccu;, more clearly 

unveiled to my observation, than to that of any of my precursors; and so far 

as that goes, the details J have Hlrcady given, may serve to concct Or eluci­

date preceding statements. Everyone, indeed, who visits a baruarous peo­

ple, without some previous knowledge of their character and language. ,is 

liable to be continually led astray both by his owu misapl)l'ehension of what 

he witnesses, and still marc by the imperfection of the channels thro\lgh 

which he must necessarily receive information at second~hand. Men of great 

natural shrewdne:iS, such aa Mr. Barrow, will no doubt see more clearly. anti 
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apprehend more distincdy thun others; but the acute!lt inquirer will find 

himself 6't!<}Hently liahle to mistakes, which ought to rendel' him indul~ 

gent to those of his pl'edecessors, FU1' Iny own part, my pretensions as a 

scientific tl 'lH'eUer arc fnl' too humble to allow me to con~ider mpdf as the 

rival of men of such val'ious acquirements as Spal'l'mnn, Barrow, Lichtenstein, 

or Btlf(.'hell; and if I am ellabled to supply any information which th<'y 

have olllitted, 01' to correct what they have llIistnk.t~ u, 1 tltH n'ry selli'iblc 

that forlllllak cil'cumstllnccs, and nol superior aeulcllc~,,;, have fa\'lHll'<:d me 

with succcss. 

In depictiJlg the character of the HcdlUonas, Dr. Lidltcnsteill, though au 

.able alld illtdligelJt lllan, has, fl'om tou hasty oiJscM'n lion , or froll! imu.:curate 

infol'lllUliol1, fallell into very grcat el'l'ors, He has represented them as a 

peoplc of Ol)cn, manly, and geJlerous character, disdaining in their wars or 

tI{'gotiatjon~ t~ \'{' I'y sort or chicane ()I' dccl!it, " u prool~" as h(' ('xpres;:cs it ••• of 

their natural rcctitude and con~do\\sncss of slrcnglll." Yet the \'cry revcrse 

of all this is the fact. Like toast other hal'hal'ian~. t1u~ir political wisdom con­

~ists of duplicit.y and petty cunning, and theil' ordin:tI'Y wars arc mprcly prc­

dator.'· incursions upon their weaker ncighbours. for the purpose of carrying 

off cattle, with as littll' exposure as possible of their OWTI lives. Their expe­

ditions against the Bushmen arc peculiarly vindir.tivc, and conducted with all 

the insidiousll(f8s. and murdt-'I'ous ferocity. without the heroic intrcpidityof 

American or New Zealand savages. The anecdotc which Licht{'nstein him­

self rela.tes of a Bechuana warrior murdering one of his h011dsHlcn, in order 

1I0t to ap}>f'AI' among his comrades without the usual ~avagc trophy of hero. 

ism, (viz. the nnvel.skin of a slaughtered enemy.) indicates a national cha­

ractel' very dilrerent fl'om what he has too hastily ascribed to them. 

The conduct of Mateebe and his followers towards the wounded Manta­

tees and the ft:male prisoners, after the combat at J.uttakoo, displays still 

more unequivocally the mean mnlignity, the uttcr deprivation of pity, the want 



100 '1'111-; flECIIUI\NAS. 

{If honour or gratitude, nnd the hl11tnl Hclfi:dmcss of these Lnrbal'illns. It is 

1I0t among tlu,- Bl'dmn1l8S, assuredly, that we nrc to look ~jther for the inno­

cence " 'hich poets hove ascribed to the pastoral ages, or for tIle rougber vir­

tues of the heroic times. 

Among other circulllstances wliich point out the low stale of ci\·ili7.ation 

among all thl! Caifl'1' nations. the conuition of the wOlllen is onc of the most 

obvious. Upon them all the hard work and drudgery devolves; they alone 

build the houses, clIlli,vale the ground, reup and grind the corn, and cook the 

victuals; while. with the exception of making their leather mantles, the men, 

when not el/lployed in wltr or h1lnting. pass the greater part of thl'ir time in 

:-:11(;'cl' idlt!llcss, or ill empty t!lJk, 

In all savage nationlO, hl,wever, the degradation of the females is an ordi­

lIary {cntun' , The neglect of the aged is less unh'el'sru; fur the natural sen­

timents of reverence and gratitude havc among many nations, not in other rc­

I!pects more civilized than the Bechuanas, preserved their filII infiUC'IlCC ill 

society, Among the latter, hllWC\'('r, the gt'ncmln~glt't:t of the old and help­

less is ev~n more revolting than the slav('ry of the women. Tht· chiefs alone 

seem to have any rcspe{'t paid them in their declining years. 

lJaving noticed those striking defects, I must on thc othel' imud oiJSCI'Vl' 

III candom, that these tribef! arc 110t destitute of more pleasing qualities. 

They arc generally good-nnttll'ed and obliging to strange),s nlld.to each other i 

and however much n traveller may be teased by their continual begging, he 

is in little danger of heing either robbed or ill-used in travelling among them, 

with howt'ver small Q retinue. The peregrinations of the missionaries, and 

of the sJave Arend and othcl's among thesc tribes, without danger or obstruc. 

tion. !'ufficiently prove this fact i and I cannot help thinking that Mr. Bur­

chell has somewhat misapprehended their character in this respect. In his 

particular case they soon perceived that his followers were both timid and 

disaffected, and the chiefs did not fail to take advantage of his awkward situa-
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tion, to exact all they possibly could ft:om him by impol1.uDnte begging, nnd 

by o\'errcaching him in barter; bnt beyond this there is no evidence, nor I 

think likelihood, tha~ their cupidity would have proceeded. 

Their indu.stry in cultivation, and the extreme · neatness and good order 

disJllay(.>( l in thei r houses Rnd inclosures, are also highly de!iCrving of praise.­

And though thcst~ lahQIlI's filII at present heavily upon the poor females, the 

minds of the tyrunt sex l'et"luil'c only to be enlightened and hUllluni;;,cd by 

Christian ity to rem.!!.!,' them etllUllly industrious. The · readiness with which 

they have already ndopted scveml imlirovcments in their agricultul'c from the 

extllnple of the mis~ioIlRl·ics, lI1uy he cited as u very favourahle l'iymptom. The 

.l\I atdhap(~, tor ex.:ullph', huve not ollly adopted the cultivation of the pump­

kin , and sOllie oth(',· culinary lllnnts, but have hegun to wOlter their gardens by 

irrigation ; an uperatioll 'If allllo~t iudispcoslllJle ililportancc in the illtcrior 

parts of So\'.tlu.'I'u Afl'i(:a, hut beforc the onivnl (If thc missiollaric!I, cnti!'ely 

nnknown t(l the nntives. COllscclul'ntiy, their (~ \\ltul'c was li\llit<~d tu a Spt'Cics 

of Indian milld (lwlcu-b· sorghum ), nl)d to II l!al'li clllnr sort of belln lind watel' 

melon, nU of which, though peculiarly adapted to bear rlrought, were yet 

frequently injUl'ed. nnd occasionally d(.'Stroycd hy the long wunt of rain; anll 

UTENSIl~S AND ORNAMENTS OJo' T HE DECIlUANA AND 
CAPFE R TRIBES. 

No. I. RechU'llua ' 1'10011, with can'et.lIJandll', 
2, :3, 4, Carvcd wooden veM{lJ", 
5. Ellrthllll jur fl)r IwMing uli1k, &c. 

6 . Ornament for til t' 11 CL\d, composecl of ~l!Clls \t'(lV{~rl UpO/L a urlli ,1 of fine graM. 

1. Mullical instrument from Delagoo Bay, It i~ fnrm eu of Jli('cl's of loamhoo re~tillg Upon 
ealo.l/Il.5h~, 

11, Two drUJn~tickH fur loc:'ting tile I"cceding in~trulllcn t . 

9. Ornament fur the lI~k, It j" made ur nntiv~ copper, of a Iigbt guM oulour, and 
weigb. If Ib. 

10, I L Needle CU~ and neltdl~, five incbe8 in length. 
12, T wo piet'<'1 of wllOd for procuring fire. 

13. Zoolll Joor key, carved Qut of liard wood. 
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SC'lll'cily or falllint' was the consequence. But no sooner had Messrs . Moffat 

and Hamilton Jed out the Kuruman rivulet to irrigate their gardens, than the 

natin's immediately perceived the advantage of this art, and became eager 

competitors for the usc of the water.-

• In th~ dose of 11123, Mr. :Moffat, having Ql.'cuilm to visit Cape Town, WUIi nc:compnnied, 

at the dt">ire of l\1atedlC, by llilf 11011 Pec!u and the chief Tl'ysllll , his aged c"nnllclior. A ll 
account of tln!ir oomluct nnd 'l'marks on thill occasioll, given by till' editur. of tile South AErieul1 

Journal. will furm a Imitable IIprendnge to wlmt hn.s been nlrendy "aid of thl'UJ allfl their coun~ 

trymt·n in !,;l'lH'flll. 

"The dikr uf thl'8C !;tmllbP('rs, old T('y~ho, i8 one of the prineipul euull~eIJm" of l\Tnueb .... 

xing or ehit,'f of the !\flltclhnp('e~. li e is reckuned II mall "f prudl'ncI' nml abili1.y, nud IM'!llleHII('!; 

1,'Tt'nl intitwr.cc in the cu\mM,:l~ uf his trille. 

"Till! youngl'r chit·f. l'l'Chl, i~ the elul"St ~un aDd Jlcir~app&reTlt of king MntcebC, lind llet'ms 

to be 0 plt'n8ing Rnd intdligent youth of IlUlmt l'ightt!l'fl. Tilt')' urc ('!leh waikd on II)' n !!Crvant 

uf their trihe; nnd all are dre~S\.·t1 in the nlltive mantll' or Cllr~1Ie of dreSRc(1 ,·ow-hide, Jt·oymrd, 

ur wild_cat ~k ill, aecordiug to tlll'ir reapecth·e rauk~ or wealth. 

"The confidenC\" dilspillyed by M8,t~hc. ill thu~ entrli~ting both Ili~ heir alit! hia" prime 

minialeY" ttl the chllrgc of 11 humhltJ Millllionary. Oil Ull unknown journey ilf lOO() miles, intll 

tbe territory uf a fort'ip:D lwwt'r, is alike creditaLle tl, himself alld to tll(l l'ruc\t'ncc Rna a pproved 

worth of Mr. Moffat i find wt' tru~t, that wlnlt tlley l,u\"c secll IIlld 11!Ilrneu uf Ull lI"fl', will fUjsillt 

in promoting thci r u\Vn wdfurt', oml the civilillati"l1 (,f tllcir peupk, 
"S'IOI) after their nrrh'al ill Tllwn, 1\Ir. !\Jofl'lI.t earrieu 'l'cy~hu aud Pedu 011 'bt)3rd !lOme of 

the lurgf'Rt VI'AAe JI< ill TuLIp- Our; WId us they had Ile,'cr l'vell ~Cl'lJ tIle" Grellt neep" ltutil' 

their I1rrivlllllt tld~ Illuel', their uillJliratiuli arulllilt,mis/UlIcnt, liS limy wdl hi' irnuJtiucd, Wllrt' 

extreme. \\' Ilcn tllc), firllt cmwrked ill tJH! boat, Tey~11U rculllrkcd, thut if lli~ Ili llllot I't'rceive 
from the Clluutl'n:luceN of Jlj~ friellCl Mr. MQfflit and the ntill" ~ntlcllJell, that they were in 110 

d!lllger, Ili ~ n-r)' heart would melt within Ilim. Hilt, by degreell, both he !lnu Pl'c!1I rt'COvered 
their ease 111111 ~erellity; alld uu reaching the v~d, ever), other Ceding lleenwd IIbsorbed in 

rrofountillstunililimcnt. It WfI.!;Jlot without lIomc difficulty *;bl1t Tcy~ho Wil.li convinced tl)nt tbe 

IIhi" WlUI really nfiO'.1t, amlllot 11 ' wQter-house,' fixed to the hottum of "the Beu. One of the 

party , nfter surveying the cabin, the hold, and t.'very part of the \"euel, exclaimed ill hill nlltive 

tongue, thllt it ' WUM for eertaill an unereated thitlg.-n tlling come (If itself and llcvt.'r mude by 

lmman h3mi,!' In thiB opinion ill Idll countrymtlJl joiued.-lIml it Wlle OIlly after n long expla­

nation, oommunicated by Mr. MoWat through the IlIge Tey~ho. that they lit length gave till this 

ready JOOlutiun, and allowed tlie matcllieu willdom and luperiority of the ' Mncooas; or civili~ed 
men, wlwMe genius couM ennstruet and render subservient to their wi&he~, ~uch a stupendous 

and beauliful fahrie. 
" A few days nfterwardR, the Bechunna chieh paid a vittit tv ourseI-Vetl, along with Mr. 

Moffat, at n little cottage. bebind the Lio.,:. Head, O'Verbanging the precipi'Cau. ana romantic 
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It seems, indeed. not n little rcmnrkahlc that the Bechuann tribes should 

have remained stationary at that point of civilization whkh they hn\'{~ reached. 

They are agriculturists to a certain ex tent; but not sufficiently so to derive 

fmm the soil more than a prccnriOll:i and insufficient addit inn to tlll'ir suhsist­

ence as herdsmen and hunters. They possess the art o[ working ill i"oll nod 

copper; but have tll))lli l."d this knowledge to no other 1'1lI'llOSt." thall the manu­

facture of assngahl, hatchets. and personal ornnl llcnts. Their towns arc OJ'tl ' ll 

Hhorll of the' bruful Atluntic.' They ~ll(' mt'd IItruck /Iud even IIJarmt'd at tI lt,' thundcr. of t1J(l 

vilsty deep; lind \I IIhip tlull Willi ,",iling l':u;t, and tile udditionaJ t hings tllUt ~'c re told of ita 
U8t'1O nnd rowen, excit"d lhrir hig)lnt woml,· r . 

" 'Vp ente~ into COnVl'rAAt;on ... ith Tl'~· .. llO, ti lrollA:h tht' ml'dillm of lIfr. Moffllt, lind 

H lI.tta, the intcr)lfcter. I ~eferring tn the n'6!f('l tltat \I'll " llIl"";"!; J.,f. T~pIUl s.'1id, tllot II IIbip 
WII.II th~ mOlJt wonderful thing he hlld !lt~1l IImnn~ t il<' < Mlll· ... hWI ;' ulld it gtlV~ IliUt u Vt·ry high 

not ion uf our wisc)"IIl . ()u r r l'lItlin.~ nIHI writing, l it' IIlli,l , nlllO nllt'JIli~h .. tl him. II " Imd ,,11I.erved, 

t lJRt when till' mi""iurIAq' ft'ceivcd II lcttl'r, lit' w" .. ' nhll"~t Iluit,. UIlIlU.JlJl), aM if Ill' l,ad Mllakt'n 

Imnlls with the fti"lul who \Hote it.'- lh~ nCllt turncl) tltt: CflIIVI't>lllti"n \" tl1t~ rdigiolla infur_ 

matiun cmmnullicnt.·cI lty tlte 1l1i~~ioJlari('M. We illl{uirt'll , wltetitl'rthtl H"c!UIlIlUIS hutlllt~nl"(l of 
II God, or ItIl IIftcr.~t,;\te .If l·x isl.<!lIce, bcfurc tl ,c 1l1is~i"nntic~ CIIOlll 1I111t1ll;.! ll,em. I Ie llUid. No;_ 

t lu'y ),od indeed I,cnrt) or Iht·' !\IUTL't'1II0; ( Ueity ) ; bllt nuly froln theit pl l y,ician~. ur' mooi_ 

dnt'·m('u: 'fhe IlI.-'Olllt~ w:ncmlly had 110 i.I,'1I. of tlte k iml : /lor Iuu] they lilly prcvi(lu~ knowl.:<:lgc 

uf tbl' immortnlit), uf tlltl KOIlJ. 

. , 'We uk"d IlIlIl, whclht' r lIe lI1tlught our mllll ller of life. or IlInt of I,ill own cuu ntr),. prl'ft'r_ 
able. He l18id, l':lell ",11~ Ilt'lil fflr tllOlIIl' who were llllf'rl to it. 11 (' f\(lW that wc were ;I W;llIef and 
mot\' k ll (J\vilig I'l'''pl,· tlum lim Dt'Chllllll!lS j hut (rum I"'''g IIIIIJit, II{' I'fl·fl'rreJ till' CU8tollili IIud 

UlIlIllU'T uf life of J ,i~ UWIl ~'Olintty t<'l 1111". 

" ' VI' rl'lllurkcu tltnl it W:I~ tIll' km,"dl'lf~t: of ~·ivili l\etl1l1eu tltllt mndll tllI'lII powerful. H e 

hlld HC('U II Iwmlted (Jri{llIll~ c1 .,fent [.O,()OO savage l\1lLntfltl't'~' wl,,, IIml Jlrcvi,,"~ly d,,~troyed IIU 

mall )' unt iOtl1. If the Uccli1lnllaf were to Il'lIrll tl> IIIIIIlj:.:h 111111 sow brl'ud·(;tJrll , II~C wflAAIlII II, nud 

acquire Oll r aTmli alltl klltlwledgll, tltey wuulJ lUI l"n~l't llC "llllUl!f!(! to d"~lrnctillll frum ti,. 
nation" II.r01lUd t hc1l1, TIIIIl Imr ford.lhl'r~ !tutl tlnce 11e"1I 0 (lOOt ,lilt! ig:llorlllit I'lt'''p le like 

tbf'lnaelvH, withuul ~ttlnll hUlIs('!I or great s1liI'H, .nd witllulIl nuy " tilPr dutl!iI'g than I\IJft{'lled 

h idell, like their own m.ntlelt ;-1I1It t hat II w ise nlltiun IlIId come IIvet. anti tll.lI:;!tt II. /",,,,,,lrJgt, 
in collllequt!nce of wh.idl we }\lI.d .. iu~ IIt.'e(lme g rellt, WCtlltlIY, lind powl' r ful, a. I,,~ III!Tct' ived. 

« Tey&IIO aeemed struck with lhi, fact, and ptmniflC<l l,' rill/ow diliw'ntly, wlU:lII lIe returned 

home, the inltruction. of '.l\f offnt; .nd lelt.rn to plough nnd IIf)W, oll\ll'!lt btead.<:orn ; und en. 
c ... u rage },is peopJ \! to lw""lUe i"dtlttriouJI, wi~e, 110m) migilty , like the' ;\locuolI,.· .. 

J regrpt t~ ftdd, that P.,('lu died at KmuUlall, !JOllltl tim~ 30fter t hl'i r return . 

2 c 
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!i0 considcrllhll~ as to contain mnny thousand people; and yet they are removo_ 

Me nt tht: CD-price of the chief, like an Arab camp. Their system of govern­

ment is monarchical, rank is hereditary. and the prerogative of the principal 

chief is apparently absolute; yet it is ohvious that his authority over the 

inferior captains and separate clans is exceedingly feeble and circumscribed. 

In this dubious state, lwtween civilized and savage life; between the fiXL>d 

and t.he nomade; partly husbandmen, partly herdsmen. partly hunters j the 

Caffer tribes appear to 'have remained for ages, and for ages might still remain, 

unless tht~ exertions of tht;' Missionaries are blessed with sucC'('s~. Once con­

"crtcd to Christianity. their ciyili7.ation, to a considerable extent, must nfOrt'S. 

sari ly follow; 01' rather, civil and political improvcment must go hand in 

hand with moral amelioration. 

The intercoursc of ~~nropeans with barbarous nations, except where it has 

led (as unhappily it has but too seldom done) to disinterested exertions for their 

improvement, has usually issued in their cnthralment, their extirpation, or 

their moral debasemcnt. Thc prescnt condition of thc Caffers on the south. 

eastern frontier of the Colony, does not contradict this assertion. They have 

not improved sincc we came in contact with tlll'lIl. In some I'CSPt'cts they 

have retrograded. Still, however, they arc a manly race; and, though some· 

what inferior to the Bcchuanas in the mechanical artlil, they are vastly their 

superiors in courage. in enterprise, and above all in h\lmanity. BalTow and 

L ichtenstein, though thcy ha\'e fallen into some inaccuracies, have not exag­

gerated the fine (Jualities of this people. I visited them in the year 1821 ; and 

though disappointed -in regard to King Gaika, (whose good qualities seem to 

have heen gJ'catiy overrated.) I was on the whole much pleast.'d with the 

manners and appearance of the people. The despotism of the chiefs over the 

inferior ra.nks is much less oppressive, and more easily evaded than among the 

Bechuanas; and there is no class of them, like what are called the ··,poor 
Eechuanas," in a state of absolute bondage. The power and influence of the 
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chief!! depend.o much on their popularity, and the transfer of allegiance from 

one chief to another is so readily effected, that the arbitrary power of the 

hereditary aristocracy is under tolerably efficient checks. 

Their internal war!! are generally prosecuted with little animosity. The 

prisoners taken in battle, and the women and children of the Vllllltuishcd, arc 

uniformly spal'l.'i.I. If jn thdr WIl.I'S with t he colonist,., they have sometimes 

evinced a more vindictive spirit, it lIIay be. questioned whethcl' tlU:! il' ferocity 

has not bee ... exasperated by the unworthy and cmc1 tre&tmcnt they h<lVC often 

experienced from the Vhl'istill.Qs. 

Crimes are tl'ied among them in n public court, \)y the chief aud his 

.council, Bnd all matteI'S of general inteH'st arc discns~d in Jlublic meetings, 

similar to the Bechunna Peetsh()('s. The great curse of the pco1l1(~, equally 

here os among the B cchuanas, is the belief in sorcery, whkh frequently 

becomes all engine of dreadful cruelty nnd injnstice. From the progress, 

however, which the mis:;ional'ies hn\'c recently made among them, it is to be 

hoped that the phantoms of superstition will erc long give place to the 

influence of il religion which, wherever it is known in purity, at once t!n~ 

lightens the intellect and elevates the morals.· 

'f1-lE CAFPER. 

Lo ! WheT(' he CTU11c1ll' ~ by the KluIl{'" na.rk ~ide, 

Eyeing Ule ftlrlller'~ \uwillJ; hcrd~ afar; 
Impatient wntt:iling, till the evclling atllr 

'~l'lld forti, ti'l' twil"ght (lilli, tl,at lie ma)' glide 
Like panther to tile pn·y. With fr<.'('i..-,rlt pritle 

H e ~corn8 the !l('n!sllIllII, Ilor rCb'I\Td~ till." lICllr 
Of TCccut wouml,-llIIt hUfnishc!I for war 

H j~ I.UII>Ilgui fiud tllr!!,c of buffalo l;idc. 
He is I/; robber >-'rruc; it is a str if.;> 

Retween tile black_~kinned buno:lit amI tile whit!'. 

A savago?-Y Cq; though loth to aim at life, 
Evil fOT evil fil'rCtl he doth Tl'qllite. 

A hel'then ?_Teach him, then, thy bett~t creed, 
Christiall! jf thou UCSe TI" st tlu.t name inde .. >d. 

:2 \.. 2 

T .P. 
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This trihe, including tht! dans of Gaika, Hinza, and several independent 

chief, of jnf(~rjllr lIot(', occupies n tract of country extending along the coast 

from the colonial frontier (now formed by the Keiskamma and Chumi) to 

the rivel' Bashi or St .• John. This tract is about 200 miles in length by sixty 

or scventy in breadth; and the population of the whole tribe Illay probably 

amount to ahout 100,000 souls. Their country is consequently far more 

densely peopled than any district of the Colony, or tban even the Bechuana 

country. Having been rccently dispossessed of the territory hetween the 

Keisknmma atld Fish Rivt~ l'. their kraals are now crowded upon one another, 

in such a munnC'r that there is sclII'edy sufficient pasture for their cattle; 

and, utll~ss they hurrow fro111 lilt: Culouy the adY8lltag~ of lin improved mode 

of agriculture, famine must occasionally prevail, till their numbers are again 

reduced to the limits which the country can sUPI)Qrt 011 their pl'esent system. 

Until some such change takes place, it will perhaps scarcely be practicable, 

even by an improved system of defence, altogethl.!r to repress depredations 

upon the Colony. 

The native appellation of this trilx! is Amukosa>, and their country is called 

by them Amakosina. These wonIs are formed from Koso, which is used to 

designate a single illdh'idual of their nation, the plural mul derivatives being 

formed in these as in other instances, l)y prefixing the particle Ammo or Am. 

In the same mnnner 8 Tambookie Caffer is termed Tymba or'Tt'mbu, while 

the tribe collectively is called Amatymbre. A Hottentot is termed" Umlao, 

the Hottentot nation Amrnulao, &c. &c. Lichtenstein has described this 

tribe- of Caffcrs under the name of Koosas ,· 

• For further particulars respecting the Amakosae CaKen, I refer the reader to the Appen_ 
dix, where a variety of details, fumi~hed by tbe intelligent militlioDary 1\1:. Brownlt'e, will be 
fonnd,-fonning, as I conceive, no unimportant addition to the account. of thi. intert!IUns peo. 
pIe ol.reOOy lwfOff 'he public. 
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Of the Tambookie (properly the Arnatymba:) tribe, it is not necessary to 

say much. In language, manners and polity, they exactly resemble their 

-neighbours, the Amakosre. Their territory extends from the J<iver Zwort­

Kei, on the frontier of the Colony, t o the sea-coast heyond Hinza's country, 

How far they occupy the country t o the north-enst, is not precisely ascertain­

ed, nor indt.>cd does it seeln ea~y to distinguish th(~m from the adjoining 

Coffer tribes, who are generally kn own in the Colony by the corrupt appel­

lation of Alambookies. The flid appears to be, that th(·sc various tribes, as 

far, at least, u.'\ Point Natal, closely resembh~ the frontier Caffers in appearance. 

language, and mode of life, jmt as the Bechunna dalls resemble each other. 

Neithcr the Amllkosa', the Alllatymbl(~, n OI" the Hnmhonn tribc~, nre now 

severally united , eaeh in olle community, hut are subdivided into many in­

dependent sections, govcmt'<i by theil' respective chiefs. 

It is only within the last ten or twch·c year~ that the Amatymhre Cntrers 

havc cxt.ended thcm~lves so fa r west a!o\ tlu: Colonia] frontict'. In former 

times the clevuk d plains, ncar the sources of the river Kei t wcre occnpied 

by a tribe of Hottentots or Bush,nen; nnd it is mentionN by Sl}arrman, that 

the boors, in his time. used to muke incursions into these regions, to kidnap 

or purcha...e the natives for servant!! , Between the Christinn~. 011 the one 

hand. however, and the Caffers on the othel', the aooriginal inhabitants 

have been aln~ost entirely extirpated; and in this {Juarter, the river Zwnrt­

Kei now forms the boundary between the colonists and the tribe of Ama­

tymbl£, The latter have hitherto (,cen very quiet and orderly neighbours to 

the Colon)", and mutual good-will and harmony prevail between them and 

the farmers, forming a striking contrast to the animosity and harassing 

state of reciprocal aggression which h as long prevailed upon the more southern 

frontier, 

Following the COWIt to the nortb-enstward, we meet with the Amaponda 
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and Humbona tribes.· These nre understood to be Caffcr clans, similar to 

those already described, nud require no particular notice. But in this 

quarter i.s also fOll nd the residence of a small tribe or horde of mixed Euro~ 

peao and African blood, whO!>C history. ohst'ure and imperfect 8 S it is, can 

scarcely fail to awaken a more peculiar iUlcrt'St. 1'hey are the descendants 

of Europeans, who WCI'C wrecked upon this coast. Dnd who, finding 110 means 

of escape, had settled here. and intcrillarricd with the Natives. This point 

1 consider to he fully 'Ilscertained; hut as much sct~pticism has been expre88ed 

in regard to it, and As the matter is curious, I shoJi take thjs opportunity 

briefly to throw together such information on the su/Jjcct as hns fnllen in 

my way. 

The wreck of the Grosvenor lnliiamnn in 1782. nnd the expedition 

dispatched by the Dutch Guvcmruent of the Cnpe nine years afterwards to 

ascertain the fate of the survivors, al'C matters well known from the publica­

tion of Van Ramen's JOllrnul. llY Captain IUou, It will be remembered 

that the cxploratory porty, on theil' arrival in the Hamboua territory, nnd 

j~st before reaching the wreck of the Grosvenor, fell in with a hClrde of. 

aoout four hllnd n.-O soul~. dCS(.'Cnded from t.he intermarriage of Europcan~ 

with the natives, and found 8Ulong them thl'CC uld white women S!.iE alive. 

These women infonned them that they had heen shipwrecked there whcn so 

very young. that they hod entirely forgot their native language, and could 

neither teU the name of the ship nor to what nation they belonged; but that 

they had been brought up by the natives. and married among them. &c, The 

boroe of mulattoes to whom these women belonged. are moreover stated to 

hav~ been in possession of herds of cattle. and to have had large and fine gar-

• The.e wordt are probsLly only .an-tioGI of tb~ IIIlm~ name, which tome nati,," aI.o pro. 
llOunoe YawWlllt4 , The appellation ltflllltbwlti appean to have bMn mauufnctured by the 
Dutch colomlu out of thew name., by aorn~ proceaa wimih!z to that by whiob they tralWllogri_ 
fied A",alymm,. intu Tambook" 
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dens stocked with Caffer and Indian corn, sugar cane, sweet potatoes. bananas, 

beam, and other vegetables: they' had obviously deri"cd their lineage from 

the crew of some vessel wrecked on this coast at a period long previous to 

the loss of the Gros'·cnor. Of the crew of the latter, the exploratory party 

discovered no survivors. Such is the account given by Van Reenen, and this 

account was in all respects confirmed to me by old Peter Lombard, one of 

his party, whom I saw at Swellendam in 1822. Lombai'll also informed 

me that on their arrival. this tribe of Mulattoes made"a great rejoicing. and 

cried out, " Onr fnthtrs orc come." -

Uy r('cent llCColln{s, it w( '·uld seem that this dan of mixed blood have 

'Ix'en drin~n from their settlements in Hamhona. or at It'ast partially dispersed~ 

during the recent disturlmnc{'S oc(~asioned by t.he destructive progress of the 

Zooills under King CJllIk ll, of which 1 shall Slwuk farther hy and by. In 

all the reportil respecting the Mantatccs which were curt·t~nt among the 

B(.'Chunna tribes at the time of my "'isit to K Ul'Um8n in 1 K2:3, the presence 

of mell of yellow complexion and long hair was unirormly stated; and 

though no individuals of this description were found muong the ... lain on the 

plain of Lattakoo, the credihility of the statement is not on that R(:CQtI nt in~ 

validatt.'ii. when it is considered how small a proportion t.hese .. ydlO\v people." 

(even supposing their whole tribe had heen Ilrcsetlt) must have formed of the 
• numerous host of invaders. The evidence of the female prisoners rescued 

by Messrs. Melvin and Moffat, some ()f whom I havc since seen in Cape 

Town, corroborated the IH'eceding statements 011 this ~uhjcd. 

In comiexion with this it. may he obsel'ved, that Mr. Ul'Owulec, on a visit 

which he made in 1824 to Vosani, the principal chief of the Tambookies. 

who resides to the eastward of Hillza's territory. was iuformed that some 

families of white or mixed breed, descended from persons who had been 

• Some extractt from Vall Reenen'. JoufnRI. with other particulan connected with tbill 
fluhject. will 00 (ound in the Awendix., 
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shipwrecked on the coast, were still to be found among R neighbouring tribe, 

whom. however, Vosani (from whatever cause) would not permit him to 

visit. An individual, seen by Captain King among Chaka's foHowers. having 

European f(~atllres. long hair, mustachios, and a large beard, may also bave 

probably sprung from a similar origin. 

From the frontier of the Amnpondre (or Bamboos Cutrers) on the south­

west. as far as the river l\Iapoota and DeJagoa Bay on the north, and as rar 

into the interior, at lea!';t, as the great ridge of mountains, in whose western 

sides the Gal'iep has its prillcipal sources, the whole country is now under 

the sway of one formidable tribe, governed lIy n (.olliel' tllunt.'d Chaka. This 

man, originally the sovereign of an obscure hut warlike people, called Zoolas, 

or Vatwahs, has, within the last eight or nine years, conquered or extirpated 

the whole of the native tril>e:i from Delagoa Bay to Hambona; and has esta~ 

blished a barbaric kingdom of large extent, which he governs upon a system 

of military despotism, strikingly contrasted with the loose patriarchal polity 

generally prevalent among the other Cafrer tribes,· 

• The heotI.. of two Zoola warriors, drown frornliftl, II~ prillixt~tl to lllill chapter. The- pre­
cise origill Ilf thi~ tribe ill not very clearly a~certaillctl ; bllt they :\rll cvidentlr ,,( Cuff,'r lineage; 
and tbe following extract from a letter of the mi!lllillnlU'Y TJlreifall, written from Delagon Day, 

in AugUlJt 1823, ~eelJllS to indicate that thtly lind the MantllteeJ are only different hordes of 
the llame H.et' ;-

"A powerful tribe, called Vatwahs, have llltelyoverrun many uf the little lltattl' ill the 
ricinity of Delagoa. Bay. All that I can learn of thia nation ill, that they ate originally from 
the oonntry adjoiuing to the Roun:e~o( the Mapoota RiYer, and the mountaina Wt'st of Engli.h 
River. They are a very hold and wadike people, of a free and noble carriagt', and arc cha­
racterised by baving large buies eut in the flap" of tht'ir eau, ill which tlley "uspend various 
articl&8 of moderate weight, They l\ilve the iiQllIIt figures of any of the nativea of tbi, country 
that I have lleen. For two or three years patt, the devastation" of the Vat wah. have been like 
thoae of a swami of l(K1uBtI throughout all the adjoining countriet; and being a very manly and 
martial people. they have driven uul. the natives. and poueued themlelvea of the whole krri~ 
tAlry. from Mamillong, on King Oeor~'8 Ri"cr, about thirty mile. from the Portugue.e Pac­
:t.ory, up to Port NMal. ne Vatww, like .U the tribe. ,or the i~£or. from 13". 8. LIt. 
t.o du.· borden of the Cape Coloa" are well acquainwd'1ri$h tbe UM! vi iron. It k 'wd 
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The steps hy which Chnka hafi attained the uncontrolled uuthority which 

he now exercises ove)' his followers, are not as yet vcry distinctly known; 

but mny be surmised to be siwilar to those hy wi,i l"h S(l\'ugc: Ilc(oes usually 

I'nisc themselvcs to empire-ntunely, cunning and audacity. Of his destruc­

th'c wars, as they have aOccted the other native tl'ih<~s. I shull s)X'ok )lre­

sently; hut it will be expedient to notice, in the first place. the llt'w British 

settlement in hi)' dominions. 

In 18~W. Mr, Farewell, a Julif-I,ay lieutenant in the IHl\"y, proceeded with 

n purty ti'OJ!! tht) Cape, iu a slllali vessel. t o Port Natal; and hav ing obtained 

fI grant (If the ndj(}iulng tcrril,,)'y f!'Ow Clmka, h(~ cl'cdecl a littlc fort, wilh 

t.he view of c()lUUlcncing all cstabli shment to t l'Ude with till' Nati\'cs, Not­

withstafl(lill~ the Ins.-; or two .-;mall \'cssds 0 11 the coast , the prospl!cts of a 

protitaiJic (:OIllIlll!I'CC Ill'peHI' .-;0 f111tkl'ing as to inducc the purly still to perse­

verI:, 1\11'. Fal'(!wdl and some otilc}" Ellglisilllll'tl l'c('cnlly pnill n visit to King 

Chnka, at his ('hief residcllce of 7.001a, ahout ] 40 miles from the English 

S<.'ttiClHcut; and frulIl their accounts it appears, t hat this buriJarian has 

sagacit.y enough lo apprl'(:intc the eOIll tllcl'(:ial advuntages to he dCl'i\'~d from 

8 frit~lIdly intercourse with Europt'lllls. He cannot, of courst', foresee that 

the admission of 8 fmv lIlCI'Clwtile .adventurers may perlwJ>s Ultimately lead 

-to the subjugation of /Jis killgdom lind posterity. The despotic power of this 

savage conquhor is 'said to be suppurted by an ai'll/cd li)rce of uOout 15,000 

men, coustnntly maintained under his di"cet <:OlIJlnnnd, anci prepared to 

that the tribe!! of the inh'rillr 1I1lluufactllre all the inlplt'melllS <If ogrit..'II ltllre I!>,NI 011 the 

oottRt eVl<n by the Purtug\\c~C, ~\!ch "," thc V\\twalls "~ I IUlI·1< seen were !laked; I/llt it illl 
~>lid they gellernllr doth~ tIJelnsclvl'~ with the , k in~ of "/limal", aud li,'c mueh 011 aniullll fi.utl. 

In wllr they cover thl'ir bodies with large IIhielil.i Ilf b\l!J uck'~ hi.le, nllli cllrry ill the liaUll' hand 

that bellrs the ' hidd, ~;x Ilr tligllt 11!!\!.1!l"ais "11(1 u ~pe"r, tu be \I~I~d us occlI~ion dewlllld~. 'flwy 
}mve II 1Illlnly Opl'lInl'~~ uf ellll1'll(,'ter , wllich i~ V'!fy prCpll!l8(·ssing; "url t bough certllillly peat 
·iuvu.den !lnd o)Jj,re!J80n r.u the weaker tri Oe~, it is lIII.id tlllit tbey never nttllck an e!lemy without 

sendinp: l"~,~·joos nuticl' uf till,ir intention, alld the timc whcn they will appear: ' 
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execute, without hesitation. the Jnost ha7,llrdous or bloody orders of their 

chief. Failure or defeat are said to be punished with immediate death; Dud 

an instance is mentioned where one of his captains. and a hand of 450 men. 

were cOlH.lemncd to indiscriminate execution, for having aUowl.'({ themselves 

to be defeated by the <,nemy. Such, it seems, is the sevcl'c discipline hy 

which he drills his soldiery. The whole nrna·d force of the Zoola Hatioll is 

estimated (though I apprehend on vcry uncertain data) to amount to n..::urly 

100,000 men, including. of' comst', every male fit to hear arms. The ol\jed 

of Chab's wars UPJlCaI'S to hu\'c Lef'l] originally the plunder rather than the 

su~iugatjon of the UtijOillillg trilx:s. In th(~ present state of tiwse people. 

tl'rI'itUl'Y is i!lflt'f-'d of vallie chidly rol' pastnrage, amI cattle an~ the ollly 

property. Lattcrly. howt!\'l'I', uniJimn sucCt!ss has pUfrfd up thc helll't of 

this despo.t to such a pitch, that he now uvows his det<"l"millati(lll to destroy 

e"cry tribe that yet remains between him ami the colonial houndary. if 

he sur\'i\'e~ ten ycml's longer. it al)lw.~ars not impruhable that he may m:tually 

succeed in executing this threat; and in t1mt C\'l'lIt Wt~ ~hall have On our 

eastern fronliel' a fhl' morc formidable neighbour than has ever yet been 

known to the Cape settlement. Cllllka seems to want nothing but fil'c-arllls 

to rivuJ a king of Ashantcc in audacity as well as cruelty. 

The misery nlr<~ady inflicted by the wars of this barba1'illu UpOIl the 

Cafrcl' and lleehuana tribes is jncalculahlc. lIud is far fi'orn 'Lcillg confined 

to the massacre nnd destnlction directly occasioned by his arms. By plun­

dering and driving out the adjoining nl1tions, he has forced them to become 

plunderers in their turn, and to carry terror alld dt:!vastation through the 

remotest quarters of Southern Ardell. III short, th~ people dispossessed by 

Chnka became the marauding and cnnniLJal jll"f/I(ltec~·J ~hose origin and pro­

gress I shall briefly endeavour to trnce in the following chapter. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

fJHIGIN OF 'l'RE MANTA1'I·:F.S.-TIIEIU 1R1Il)I'TlOX INTO THE IN1'E­

IlIun, AND nI-:VAS1'A'l'JK(. I'ROGHF,i;.s.-THl:: }'ICAKJ, Al'IfAZIZl. &c.-

'1'111:: 111 A'I'TACK lJ l'ON TilE AJ\lA'l'Y.\JTL E CAl-TEnS, Al\'l1 AJ'l'ROACH 

TOWAIIDS THE V( )I ,OX)', 

Tnl·: l'cfldl.!r; hy J'{·t;' l'rinp; to lh~ mnp, will pcr(,(·j\,c that the great range 

of mountaills, know)) ill the Colony hy the name of Nieuwveld-lkl'gcn, 

Snccuw-Ber!!(·t), HhillostC'l'· llcl'gCll, Zuurc~nel'gl'll, and StfJrm' Bergen, is con­

tinued through what is c:dletl the .:'rlUluhookie conolly, ami that of the trihes 

beyond, ItS fill' as the vidnity (If l>elagoa Bay, This prolongntion of the 

great interiur runge has lx.-en St~t down upon the authority of inforllllltion de­

riv(:d from n variety (If SO\ll"ces, and more particularly from till' \Ves)eyan 
• missionaries, who han' penetrated lip th(~ Immehes of' tilt! Gariep farther 

than any other EUl'upeans, Thouglt continued in the mal' throngh the Caf­

fer countt·y with n fainter ~hade (I~causc it CIlllllot yl't he laid down with nny 

pretensions to geographical COlTel'tnC'!'s). it secms prohnhlt., that lhi" rMge, as 

it extends to the north.enst, maintains an equal, if not a superior, elevation to 

the principAl palt of the Sneeuwherg. inasmuch as the chief sources of the 

Garicp arc now ascertained to arise in the Mamhooklc mountains, besides 

many considerahle rivers f1uwing into the Indian ocean. 

It ",ill be obscn'cd that r ha\'c placed the native country of the maraud-

2u2 
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ing hordt's, called l\lantntees, among- the mountains and elevated Jllain~ ad­

joining to th(> territory of' the ZooJas. Such seems to have heen their I'cal 

origin; and I now offer the following sketch of theil' history as the result of 

the information I have heen enabled to collect on t1~e subject.· 

The whole of the Cnffer trihes dCl'iVl' their chief snb!listence from the 

flesh aud milk of their cattle; and, during their wars, the limited ngricultur(~ 

which they }1I'Osccnlc is oft.!'n entirely neglected. If deprived of tht~il' cnttl(', 

they are consetlul'lltly Qri"t'n to ahsotutc dc~pcration, and must either become 

robbel's in their ttli'll , III' pcri~h (If hunger. Hllch wns the case with the 

Mantatct"s, lJllnhlc to withstlllld the overwhpiming IIttm:k of thl! Zooia 

trilx', they W('I'~ plundcl'I'd and tlrin: 1l from their country; tht,y joined 

forces with other dans who had shared a simi"lr fate; and thus rendered 

formidable both by numhers alit!. dcsJI{·mtion, they pl'ccil'itated thcmseh'cs,like 

an a,flllanchc, upon the weak and unwnrlike tribes of thc interior. 

Respecting the renl Jlame of the l\fantlltt~ eS, there cxisb some diversity 

of opinion. 1\1y itltdligcnt friend Cllptain Stocken:;tl'om, of (:iraafr·Rcinct, 

who has examiJl('d many of the fugitives that IHl\'C lately taken refuge in his 

district, states that the wlJrd AlIIII/alec sigTlifies simply .. Invadel'," 01' 

., Marauder," in the BedmulI:J IllngulIgt'. and is an appellation gh'cll them by 

the plundered tribes, which they thcmseh'cs lllli"eNnlly disclaim. Another 

interpretation of the word wns given HIe by the Hal'olong rehlgce whom I 

saw at Griqun Town; and some of t.he fugitives have, moreover, affirmed 

that a tribe nnml.-d AIl/II/atee:; does really exist, though the mass of the 

marauding horde was composed of other clans. This may he dismissed as a 

question of no great importance. The two chief tribes who formed the 

• The inf011l1atiuli ucrivcd from the fcmnll! pri:olollcr~ rl'foCued hy Mesllr!:l, Melvill und 
Moffat, has heen compared with tIlt' rf!'pllrt~ of fugitivl'l of mllny differt~nt trihell, who hllve 
.ince tl,kt'n Ttlfllge ill the Coluuy, lind with tile illtt!lIigelicc ubbined'b)' CUlltain Owen. Mr, 
Farewell.llud utller gentlemell who hllve lll\ely vjllited the ~~t¥ of Nutal and D~. &y. 
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Mantatee host (for so I shaH continue to call the invaders) are tenn~ by 

the prisoners Bacl0'luct:ni and lvlahailogani. the country of the former ap­

proaching towards Hnmlxmn and Port Natal, and that of the latter lying 

about the sources of the rivCI' Mapoo,ta. 

These haloing associated themselves, as already stated, with some other 

clans of fugitives, expelled in like manner by the wurlike Zoolns. forllled a 

very nUflU,' lOOUS host. They wcre accompanied hy their wives and children, 

,lIld carried along with dIem, probably. such small part of their cattle 8S 

they had saved frum the enemy _ But n great proportion of this miserable 

horde of people, especially the women and the aged, Appear to have heen 

.geul'mlly in 8 state of fnmine, frOIll the lime they first If'ft their own country 

uHtil tlJl' periotl when they were encIJunt('red Ly the Gri'luas, ulxJUt two 

years afterwurds. .Fl'um the fu.:cuuuls or the prisoners, it nppcars hut too 

(;ertain tIlUt i lit' nU!lOIu'1'! afluat among the Bcd munns, of their being can. 

uibals. were not without foundation; though famine UIOlI(', and not savage 

pl'"pem~ity, !;('CIJIS to lIm'C drivell them to prey upon the flesh of their ellc· 

mics, or th/.:ir c.l ead eomnules. 

Having clIlt!I'ged from thc great ridgc of mountains, the Mantatces followed 

the course of the chief branch of the Gnriep, overpowering in their J'oute 

l'arious dans of the Lehoya nation. They then proceeded to the northward, 

plundering nne! disper:sing every Bechuana clun with whom they came in 

contllet, to the numLer, it is said, of twenty-eight tribes. The populous 

town of KUl'l'echein, the capital of thc Morootzi, was, among many others, 

sacked and uUMu!d by them. At length they were enconntel'ed by MakabbA, 

the WAry and warlike chief of the \Vankeets. WllO. falling upon the Man­

tarees unawares, while they were divided into two bands, succeeded in df~fefl:t. 

ing them with great slaughter, and tmnro back the tide of devastation from 

his own terriwJ:ies. 

Tbe imraders after this defeat. the first they npperu' to have sustained 
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~in('e they left their own territory. being thrown into some confusion, and 

in great waut or provisions, instcad of continuing the contt.'st with Maknbba, 

suddenly ehnnf.:,rcd their COUl'SC 1.0 t.he southward, and feU with fury upon a 

hranch of the less warlike Harolongs, whom they plundered and dispersed 

without opposition, nnd ohtained n plentiful spoil of corn and cattle, Con­

tinuing their ('ourse to the southward, they cam(~ next upon the Tamflcha~, 

a wcak triiJe, whom they easily ovcrwhdlllcd, find cu rrie,1 off their ('hicf a 

prisoner, forcing him· to act as It guide to lead thl'm to the towns of the 

Bar'olongs, My,'ees, and Mlltclhapees, 

Long l>efOl'C this time the rumo1ll's of' thei!' dt '\'ustatioll s had spread 

throughout. the Bechunna COll lltl'Y, mingled with many talmlol\s tales, fill I 

IUl\'e formerly mentioned, The most marvcll O\l!l of these stol'ies did nut fhil 

to meet with a l'eady credence from the great llIa);s at' the w(:nk lInc! timid 

Bechuanas, especial ly as the account:; of th(:ir Vfist multitude, t.ilt'ir strange 

arms, their cannibalism, and, aiJove all, their fierce and deSpl'rlitc valonr in 

hattJe, were found to he full)' confiruU'd hy tilt' prisoners who C'sr.nped frolll 

them. These uc{'ounts, and their <.:rmtinHcc! su<.:ct'ss, hatl spl"l'ad the h 'I'I'or Of 

the MUlltutecs ove!' t.he whole coulltry ; Illld, with the l!xCl'pliol1 of Mnknbbn 

(a man apparentJy umch superior to the ficdmullas in genera l). they found, 

whel'ever thcy went, 1.he people absolut.ely paralysed hy the lII ere 1.el'ror of 

thei.r name, and, like birds quh-el'illg und(~r the eye of the fascinating serpent. 

incap~ble alike of resis1.ance or escape. 

Such was the state of affairs when I first reached the capitnl of the 

Matclhapees with Mr, Moffat. The transactions which occlln'cd during my 

visit, and the defeat. of' the Mantatees hy· the Grlquas. have been already fully 

detailed . 

It" is · sufficiently evident that the faint. hearted Mn~c.ihapees were totally 

incompetent to encounter th~ marauders; and without the double adV~tage 

o~ fire-arms and horseS, their dCl'peratc valOuf might have been 'fonllidable 
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even to the best-disciplined troops. But the sight of men on horseback, ami 

the terrible effects of the mUlSkets. both of which were cl,tirely new to them, 

soon queUL'ti their courage, and forced thl.:llI to retreat, though with less of 

panic and disorder than might have h.een expected. The sound of the mus­

ketry! and the wounds inflided by invisible weapons, werc, as mlly he readily 

imagined. utterly iI/comprehensible to them. They conceived. as the pri­

soners reported. their enemies to be arlIled with "thuudcr nlHl lightning ;" 

and it is ind~cd far more rt:'mru'kabh: t.hat they sU!ltained the ,tttack w firmly. 

and resisted it Sf) long. than that they wel'e ultimately beaten. \Vhen they 

first beheld Arend and me nt'al' Lattakoo. thl'Y conceived us (as the women 

1mid) to he some nc" SOJ·t of linimals, nnd with that belief hut! nttelllpu!d to 

l'urrOlllld and clIl<:h us, That tiwy absolutely mist()(}k the G,'iquas fvr cell­

taw's in hattIt'. is nol ilHit-'t'd very prohable; lor though they themselves 

have no hol'sl..s. tllt'y uSt-'. like the othcl' Can'l'I' trihes. tll\~ 0 .... as a lx'lIst of 

burthcn, <llltl occllsioll<lHy for ridillg; hut.. llc\'eltheks~. thc appearance of the 

cu,'ulry must havc be('11 much J)lorc \l'l'I'ibk to them. than evcn they them-

8clvc:; were to the B edmunus . 

In the engagement al Luttakoo the l\Iantntecs lost their two killgs. or 

principnl chiefs, who were both shot while boldly sallying out to JnC'(.'t the 

Gritluos. This cvent contribut.ed not a little to aecclcl'atc their rC(reat, 

and (happi:lY fbr the Hec1mana. .. ) to OCCIL..<;ioli their subscquent disunion. 

Soon after their retreat from Lattakoo, the two principal tribes seem to have 

separated; olle diyision resuming theil' lItart.:h towards the north-('ast, until 
• 

they were again e::ncountert.>d lind repulsed by Makabba, They afterwards 

formed an amicable jut:lction with the .l\1orootzi triix.'. whom they had for­

merly plundered, and according to the last accounts werc located in their 

territories neat' Kurrechein. The other division, falling back ill the direction 

of their native eountry near Hambona, dispersed aod IIlundered in their way 

many tribes who had escaped them in theil' advance; in consequence of 
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which, IhotlllUIIds of llcople were reduced to extreme misery for want of food. 

ami hegan to Hock into the Colony all along the nOl'th-ea~tcrn frontier, to 

solicit protection and snst£'nancc. 

A party of ahout 300 men made an irruption into the Tarka Veld­

COl1lctcy in ) R2 .... and carried off some cattle. 'fhey WCI>f! )>unsued by a 

( ~ommando of Boors, and on being attacked by fire-arms exhihited the 

\Itmo~t astonishment, and ahandoned the plunder without T(·sistallce. A 

Jew WCI'C taken pl'isololers. who, on heing questioned in the Cutler language. 

said thnt they helong,·rl to It tl'ii>e caljf.'<1 A 'OIlSS, J'l'siding' mally' days' jOIll'lwy 

to the (>3stwUl'd, and that their country ha"ing heen Q\'Cl'nm and pJUtu.lcred 

h)' " wandering nation, they were torced by famine to plunder other~ for. 

their own suhsistenCl>. ThC'il" cmncinteci npptmrUIH;c bote witness to the 

,truth of this statelllent, and after being admonished to heww'e of ogain 

,entering the Colony, th('y WCI'C di~lIlissed. 'l'h('se Kouss appal' to have 

been one of the clans plundcl'('d lIy the Mantatt"Cs on their tetum to the 

southward. 

The first collision or thCSl~ mal'nuding hordt,s with the southern Caffel's 

npj>Cars to have tak!.'!! place so early as 1822, In the lath!I' end of that 

year the AmntYUlb1e were attacked by a wandering honh~ whom they 

cnlk-d Picm/i, and whom they then with some difficulty repulsed. The 

word II Ficani" in the CafreI' tongue l>igllifics, it seems, 'I Invaders," or 

" Marauders," and is therefore synollymous with the Bechunna appellation 

" Mantatees," accortling to the l~ost general interpretation. But neither 

of these appellations, however well merited, arc recognised by the wan­

derers themselves. In 1824, the Ficalli (appal'ently the Mantatees on 

their feturn fmm the llechuana country) renewed their illcursions upon 

the Cafrer tribes, as appears from the following extract of a let~r .written 

from the Chumi. by the missionary Brownlee. and dated in July 18i''' . 

.. \Ve have had late accounts of the re-advance of the If'icaui, who made 
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the attack upon the Tambookies about a year and.a half ago. They have 

recently attacked a tribe called Amaponda, who live on the coast to the 

eastward of the Tambookies. That trilK: they have diJperscd and pJundered 

of their cattle. and numbers of the fugitives have taken refuge among 

the Tambookies and Hinza's people. We have likewise had visits from 

fugitives of another tribe, who call themselves Amazizi, and who say that 

their native country lies 

accounts they give of it, 

upon a river of the same name. From the 

it 1I1USt lie. I imagine, towards the interior 

from Delagoa Bay. and they appear. jn some respects, more nearly re­

lated to the Beehuano.s than the Caffers; yet they speak of tbe people 

.who live below them on the Amazizi River, as speaking the Caff'er 

tongue. " 

This AmR.1.izi river IS, in all probability, either the Mapoota, or one 

of its principal branches flowing througll elevated plains silnilar to thoae 

near the sources of the river Kei.-

• The foUuwing extract. of a letter from C~ptllin Owen, of tIle Leven. engaged ",t 

· tI,e time I received it in 8urvilying the coa8t nCllr Delugoa BIIoY, will throw some farther 
ligJ,t on the country hert! referred to. J tru,.t that II work from tlJQt rli~tinguillhed officer 
hilllllClf will, erll long, rander tIle cutern cossb uf Africa, lin,] tbeir varioull inhabito.ntl, &I 

well known all lb~e of tIle ClIpt'I arc now. 
" 'fhe MlI.poota River extends froin tbe fIOutbern corner of Dclagoo Day (wbere it empties 

itllClf), tIOuth-we8l, about eigbty or ninety mileJ!, !lIld to.kes ita rille nbout Jat. '¥Ie S. 
long. 310 E. in a range of liill~ in the country of the V ... twahll, or Bl.ltull!I, (7.ooiaf.) Englilh 
Rivcr i~ tllc estllary of tllree river~, none of them extending fllr :-tbe northern one abou& 
twenty miles to tIle N. W.; the central one, or Duudnl River, "bout 88 milch dne Wtlt; 
and the lIOuthern olle about sixty mile8 S.S.W. Thl' hill. in the country of the Vatwahl 
appear to be from fiftecn to twenty league. beyond Eligliah River, lat. ~6" S. 321:· E. The 
King George, or Mlneeu, {aU. into Dlllagoa BayalmOit three or four leaguea N. of Eng. 
li.b River, and iUl .... rCt' is in about 20" S., iu directiOll being nearly due north from it. 
mouth . 

.. The language 0{ Delagoa Bay appean to be nearly the aame as that 'pokeD 00 tht eut 
cout a. far u 8aanneto JalalldB. The Cafrera and they understand Hch other with little 
trouble; but whet.ber the language i, the aame, J know not. The Vatm. are II. dill'ere\ 
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The Rev. Mr. Thomson. another miaionary in Cafi'eriand,in a letter dated 

.July 3, 110124, not only corroborates Mr. Brownlee's report of the Amazizi 

refugt.'Cs, but odds the following particulars. which prove, among other 

things, that they are unquestionably 3 Caffer tribe. 

" [hod fl conversation with one of the nation which attacked Lattakoo 

last year, and collected .the following fnc~ from the intel'view. It is several 

years since they were driven out of their own country. This man came 

Lwly last summer jotn Calferland. His nation call themselves Amazizi, and 

their enemies call them Ba:/icQlIi. They take their nalile from a river in 

their native country, which is v(.>ry large; he says the Keiskomma i~ but B 

stream compared to it. 'rhere arc several other rivers, some of which are . 

dry in summer: there nrc aiM) scVC'ral Inkes. 1'he water is in general good, 

though there is much that is brackish. The country is generally flat, nnd 

there are no v~ry high mountains. The summer is like that of CatrerluJld as 

to heat; ond in winter they h~ve frost and snow. He describes it to he much 

more populous than thnt of the Caffers and Tambookies. There is very 

little wood in the country; their houses are formed of reeds and small wood, 

brought from a great distallcc; their fires are mnde of cow-dung and the 

stalks of COl'n. The houses are neatly cOflst,·uctcd; the kraals for cattle arc 

formed of day and dung, as also thcil· garden fences. They abound in cattle, 

reol)le, and 'Ilelk a ililfdent dialect; hut ~tilJ they CutllnlluUcate feadiiy with thuae of 
Delagoa Dflr; tIle fimner resemble the iKlulhern Catf~ra. 

co The Datives of Mapootll trlule to the iD\.t'riur; fUII1 the country of the lVllnkeettl 

cannot be mUfe thM 2.S0 mile. W. of Dl.'lt&gOO Bay; but the country where Dr. COWftll 
waa murdered, i, l18.id, 011 the COlUit, to hllve beel! near tile lOurcell of the King Ol.'orge and 
Sofalt. riTen . 

.. The nati.et of Dl.'illh"'OO Bay are II. timid faCtI, and set>nUngly ot peace ~'ith every body, 
but the Vatwaha treat them like a oonquet('d people, fJld han liltely overrun the country. 
'rhey offer no objectionll to anyone paulDg thfough their country, 

.. Thete is DO EUfOpt'lUl 8tation in Delap Bay~ but tbat of the Por*~gue.e at £nclit.h 
River, on the northern bank nen it. mouth:' 
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sheep, goats, an~ fowls, but have" no horses. nor did they know ·of them 

until they saw them in Hinza's country. This man WIb not himself at Lat. 

takno, and nc.ver had heurd of white men in his own country. He says his 

countrymen understood smelting of iron and copper; and th~ir smith!! make 

hoes, assagais, axes, and needles. The men and women dig the ground 

with t.he hoes; the women cut down the com, and the men L,cat it out; 

they do not bUI'Y it like the Cntre!'.!!, but stnck it aoove ground, and cover it 

with grass. The })I'oducc which they grow is Indian a'ld Cnfrer corn, beans, 

water melo1ls, and pumpkins. A spirituous drink thl::Y make of millet, and 

milk is made to acquire R greater consistency than that uf the Calfcl's,-for he 

~id they eat it. '\'ith regard to wiltl animals, they hav(~ wolves nud jackals, 

and several species of' antelopes; hut some of the animals common in the more 

southern parts of A frica arc unknown to tlU: IU • 

• , Thcy I)uve mllny Chiefs, whose powers all<l honours arc hen .. '(litary. 

There arc few who have but olle wife; Ildultery is vunishcd l1y deat.h . Theil' 

dead they hury in it sitting posturl:.', in a grave about. six feet deep; stones 

arc placed about the body, nnd Due stone on the head, nnd then the corpse 

'b covel'cd Dvel' with cdrth, to pl'event (11(:' wolves li'om tearing it out . 

.. ""ith regartl: to religion, they cn)1 say hut little. Thil'i mnn said, he 

did uot know that he possessed any principle within him that would exist 

for e\'cr; nor Qoes he remember to have heftrt!. his countrymen speak about 

it; he knew not of nny plat:(~ of rewards 01' puuishments; their fathers are 

dead, hut they kuow not thaI. they shaU evel' sec them again; he saya that 

he hod never heard of the Grcat Mak;er of aU things. Excepting in some 

words. the Co.ffel1l uuderstood him vcry well; the Caifel's say eman;;e for 

water, he says ematwzi; they ~ay sanka for bread, he says ,villka .. they say 

kamba for gel !Iou gam:, be says kamba, 

" These unfortunate people have been long w~ndering about among the 

Mambookie~ and Hamhonas, and many of them have latterly been allowed 

2E~ 
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to settle among the Cafi'en, under Hinza, who resides about three days' 

journey from us." 

In ] 825, the ravages of the Ficani upon the Catfer tribes were renewed; 

ond by penetl'ating into the Tambookie country, on the north-east, they 

approached so ncar the frontier, 85 to excite considt!l'ablc ollprehemions for 

the safety of the Colony. The following is an extract of a letter from Mr. 

Bro\\'Tllce, relating to this subject, dated at the Chumi, May 21, 1825 . 

.. We have had lately various reports of commotions amol1g the Tam­

bookies, owing to a second invasion of the marauding horde called Ficani, 

who formerly attacked them, These invaders appeared to have advanced 

this time in greater force, and the conflict has been more disastrous , to th~ 

Tambookies, who were surprised by them suddellly by night. and a large 

number of their kranls entirely deprived of their cattle. The Tamhookics 

made a hasty attempt to retrieve their loss, but were defeated witll consi­

derable slaughter, and several of their principal Chiefs and Captains fell in 

the conflict. In consequence of tlW, part of the Tambookie tribes have 

abandoned their stations, nnd have fled nearer to the colonial fronticl', where 

it approaches the Tarkn. The invaders, it nppears, cnme upon them throngh 

a part of the wild Bushman country, lying towards the north·f'ast. The 

Fico.ni have for the present planted themseJves in the kraals of thE' TnmlJoo­

kies, whom they have expelled. An officer with a few solrliers has passed 

this place to-day, towards the upper part of the river Kci, having been 

dispatc~ by Major }"orbes, the Commandant, to endeavour to procure cor­

rect information respecting these invaders." 

The officer alluded to by Mr. Brownlee, was Lie.utenant Rogers, of the 

Cape Corps, who visited, on this occasion, lome of the Tambookie chiefsJ 

but could not find any safe opportunity of opening a confereJlce with the 

marauding horde. The information he obtained from the Tambookies re­

specting them, ' coincided exactly with that obtained through a different 



APPROACH TOWARDS THE COLONY. 21S 

chapnel by Mr. Pringle. as det..aikid in the following extract of a Jetter 

addressed by him to me in May 1825. from the location of his party on Ba­

vian's River . 

.. The various alarming rumours of the approach of your old acquaint­

ance, the saving Mantatecs, towards this frontier. have recently induced us 

to adopt some precautionl:lry measures to prevent our little location from 

being surprised and overwhelmed by any sudden incursion of these suvages ; 

and, in order to obtain correct intelligence, my friends Mr. G. Rennie and 

Diedrik Muller" mude, at my suggestion, an excursion into the Tambookie 

country a few days ago, and visited some of t.heir kraals a little beyond the 

.river Zwart Kci. They had a long conversation with two of the secondary 

chiefs, named Quassa and l'cwaua; who iui'ormcd them that the il1vnding 

borde, called Fico.ni, had been roaming alJout for a comiderahlc time in theil' 

vicinity, ItccomplUlied by their women Bud <:hildren; and thnt about two 

months ago they hud def(.'utoo the camhi ned forces of the Tumhookics and 

the Caner chief I-lillza. with grcnt loss, six. at' their principal cUl1tains. and 

a great number of warriors, haviug fallcn in the eugagement. This conflict 

'took JIluce near u mountain caUed Hanglip by the coloni:lts, which is not 

above two days' journey from this place. The Tarnhookies say. that the 

head quarters of the Ji'icani arc now on the river Somo, one of the brunches 

of the Wbite ](ei; but that they frequently send out foraging parties to 

.. By recpnt lett!'" frum thc CRpe, 1 nm informed tllnt tllCIOe two llllter(lriMinp; nwn were 
(wi\ll the /IIInctl"n of tllt! .Lieuteliallt.Ooverllor) Ilbout tu set out on all t'llcuniOll to explore 
the country tmvaTcI~ DelagHlI. Buy, by the way of Hnmbtma, Natal, Zj)j']u, (tlH~ l"eBldence of 
KiDg Chaka.) &c. and that Vo~ani, the ptiucip'.Il Tanlhooki chief. IUIlI agrcNI to ac. 
company them. Mr. Rennie i, I!. settll'r of Mr. PriTl!o!lc'g party. &111\11 rdalivt', it Kt'ems, of 
the diltinguialled engint!er of tbc.t name. Die-drik ?t'luller i~ all untutored Afrirnn boor-but 
withttl, Do nne intrepid fellow, Wld on~ of the nJ O$t adventurous huntcr~ ill Arrico. 1 have 
little doubt that they will succeed ill their enterprise (for there are flO oh6tacles in their way 

which counge and. Cftutiou may not IIUTttlODut); nnd 1 trult that many benellcial rHults may 
arite from it. 
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plunder Ole kraals of the inhabitants. sometimes openly by day, sometimes 

under covert of night; and that they not only calTY off their corn and cattle, 

but cruelly massacre all who fall into their hands without distinction of sex 

or age. They describe them as being armed partly with clubs and assagais 

like the Caffer:!. and partly ""ith battle-axes. and with u hooked weapon fixed 

to & short handle, similar to the Rcms used by the Mantatees at Lattakoo. 

They added. that these invaders make their attack with exceeding boldness. 

and fury, cushing Qll to close combat through the showers of as!W.gais with 

which their own warriors encountered them; Ilnd that they m·c so swift of 

foot. and so formidable from their numbers and fcrocity. that tile Caffel' 

tribes are unable to stand their ground against them. Quassa and Pe­

wana had lost mnny of their own followers, and a large pOl"tiotl of their 

cattle. and had been obliged to abandon thcir krauls nnd corn·field~ to the 

eastward. They pointed out many of their followers who had heen severely 

mangled in the late battle, and whose wounds were not yct healed; and 

they added, that unless they obtained aid from the Colony. tht'y must on the 

first advance of the enemy fly across the frontier line. and seek protection 

beneath the guns of the Christians . 

.. Beiug questioned respect.ing thc supposed origin, 01' lIativc eountry of 

these savages, they said they were informed by fugitives. that this horde 

he.d emigrated from a country lying considerably to the nortR-cast; and that 

they had been driven from their OWIJ territory by a stronger nation. among 

whom were people of the colour of Hottentots, and with Jarge beards and 

long hair." 

From the above account, which was fully corroool·ated by Lieutenant 

Rogers's report to the commandant. it appears that this horde of r~vagcrs 

had been within little more than two ,days' march of the Colony; Dor W.as 

there any obstacle, aD their first advance. to prevent them from overwhelming 

the Scotch location. and other frontier settlemcota. Fortunately. however. 
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they contented themselves. at that time, with the plunder of the Tambookic 

kraals. and soon after retired again to the castward. 

During the present year, (1826,) there have been variOliS rumours of 

their return, hut from the lIICaSIll'l~S now tll.kl'tJ by the Colonial Government 

to watch theil' motions. there is no longer any l'eaflon for apprehension of 

their being permitted to pass the frontier lille. All applications from the 

Tnmbnokics fol' aid against them, have heen for the present refused, Thc 

Caffer trille:; must therefore tight bravely t(w their OW" existence, or perish 

like those which have already heen overwhelmed hy the devastators. \Vcre 

it not for their intermll divisions and jealousy of each other, ] shoultlbc led 

to anticipate, fJ'om the munly and warlike character of the li'onticl' clans. a 

far more ell!'rgctic resistance to the im'mlers, thall tlwy elieountered from thc 

mass of the fnint-heartell Bedmanns. 

The cxtcllt of the misel'y anu dc!>tl'uction o{'(:nsioncl\ among the Caffer 

trihes, hy the dispassessiou and suhSelllH!nt dC\'iL,<itations of thc l\.'1antntec 

hordes. it is impos~ihh! a('cllroltply to ('stinmte; hut at the Hlost moderate 

.calculation it is believed. thut 110t fewer than ) 00,000 pcople have perished 

by war and faminc. Within tilt! 100st·two years upwards of lOOU fugitives, 

mostly in a state of extreme destitution, have taken refuge in the Colony,-a 

cil'cumstance wholly unprccedentcd in ally former period. These rt~fugecs 

have l.teell, hy trw direction of the Home Governmcnt, indentured as servant.' 

for seven yeRI'S to such of the Colonists in the eastern di.stricts as are not 

slave owners; and precautions have been adopted, (efficient ones, 1 trust,) to 

prevent any of those poor exiles from being ill-treated, or from hereafter 

merging into a st8te of slavery. 
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EXCURSION TO THE COUNTRY OF THE BUSHMEN, KORANNAS, 

AND NAMAQUAS, &c. 

CHAPT~~R I. 

JOUllNF.Y TO THE ROOGEVELO.-CQLONISTS OF TilE NOilTHEIIN FRON· 

TlER.-WAllS WITH THE BUSHMEN.-DAND OF CA}'FF.U ElUWRANTS. 

-SERPENT-CIIARMERS.- ORWIN OF BUSHMAN ANIMOSITY.-lfORE 

HUMANE CONDUCT OF SOl\!£ 01" THE COL ONISTS. 

ON the 24th of July 1824, I again left Cape Town, with the view of ex­

ploring the desert country te/wards the hanks of the Onriep or Orange River, 

and of a~certaioillg. by personal inspection, W}lCthcr the lower part of that 

river was capable of affording any facilities for commercial intercourse with 

the interior tribes. 

This quarter of Southern Africa had not hitherto been visited by nny Eu­

ropean travellers. except the Rev. Mr. Campbell; and his publication, entirely 

devoted t.,) Mis~ionary object~, did not afford much information that could 

2 F 
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throw Jight on the geographical features, or commercial resources of the 

(.:ouotry. J do not state this in order to disparage the work of that meritori­

ous and simple-hearted philanthropist, but to show that, both my obje{,'ts and 

my route being different from his. I was now entering upon a fieJd almost 

Ilew to Europeans, and visited only by vagabond smngglf'fs, and n few mis­

sionuries, who had devoted their lives to propagate Cbristiunity among the 

wandering tribes of those desolate regions. 

Having equipped JlIysclf in the same simple mode as on my excursion to 

the BechuanR country, and being provided, through the favour of His Excel­

lency the (Jovf:rnor, with nn official order to the inhabitants of the Colony to 

render me every D.S:;istancc that 1 might sLand ill need of. I proceeded, with 

hOl'ses hired from pll\ce to place, without interruption, until 1 reached Bloem 

Fontt'yu, the residence of Vpld.Commandant Nel. in the Roggeveld; where 

1 proposed to mnke arrangements for proceeding heyond the boundary of the 

Colony, The line of my route from Cape TowII will be found in the map, 

'fo this point I had traversed a district of which the peculiar character o 

istics have been minutely described Ly Lichtenstein; nor did 1 per<"'eive that 

uny very peculiar changes hnd taken place in the cirCl1mstanecs or manners 

of the inhabitants since he visited them, twenty years ago. The boors of 

the Roggeveld are still. like the other frontier colonists, a frank and hospi­

table. but uncultivated set of men; kind to the trmrcllcl', but ,constantly em­

broiled in civil disputes with each other, and in a barbarous warfare of 

reciprocal aggression with the miserable Bushmen, 

The Veld-Commandant, whose place I had now reached, 1 found to be 

a man of great substance 8S a stock farmer. The attention of the farmer!; 

in this part of the Colony is almost exclusively devoted to pasturage. for 

which indeed ~he country is chiefly adapted. \Vere the climate even better 

fitted for the cultivation of grain, it could never be an object with them to 

grow more than what i. lufficient for their own consumption. Owing to the 
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very great distance from any market, corn .c1U1 never be an article of sale. 

But, independently of this ci:cumstance, such is the aridity of the climate, 

that. I was told no rain of alllount suf6ci~nt to make the l'i\'cr" flow, hod 

fallen during the last jive yeal'S. The rains, scanty at aU times, are equaHy 

precariouR as to the period of their falling, being produced only by thunder· 

clouds in summer; and the country of the Bushmen extending between lJw 

Colony and the river Gariep, is still more subject to excessive droughts. 

I visite,J. with Nel and another boor, the highest point of the neighbolll'_ 

jng mountains, ('nlled Uilkyk (look-out), from which I obtained a view of 

the country in nil directions with extraordinary clenrness.-iJeing able to 

.sce distinctly the summit of the Hex. River mountains, capped with snow, at 

a distance of about IHO miles; while the country of the Bushmen, intel'­

sectcd only by dry beds of torrents, extended below me far to the north. 

From this !:Iummit 1 fixed the ' bearings by compasR of s('vcral remarkable 

points in the mountains of Bok~cvcId, Cedar-berg, Hantam. and Nieuwveld . 

which have been erroneously laid down in former maps. 

I spent the day in conversing with my host, and another farmer named 

Vlok. a frank, talkative fellow, who had accompanied me hither from his 

own place; and I ohtained from these men much interesting information re­

specting their own mode of life, and the condition of the native tribes beyond 

them. in the~\·ening we were entertained by a Bushwoman, in the service 

of Ncl, pJaying on the Raamakie.- an instrument about forty inches long 

by fiv(! brand. amI having the half of a calabash affixed to the onc end, with 

strings somewhat resembling those of a violin. With this instrument she 

produced a dull monotonolls thrumming, in which my ear was unable to 

trace nny thing like regular melody. The commandant informed mc, 

that this woman had lived ill"'llis household from her infancy, and that 

a better or more trustworthy creature he had never had in his service. 

He remarked, that Bushmen in general, when taken young. make good 

2,2 
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ond active servant~; but that those who have grown up in the wilds to adult 

age. can seldom or never be induced to remain in the service of the fanners, 

-having n great aversion to manual labour, and preferring sloth. liberty, 

and hunger, to labour, se'rvitude, and plenty. 

The Bushmen on this frontier, whatever may have been the original con· 

clition of their progenitors. nre now entirely destitute of cattle or property of 

nny description; and now that the Jargel' game have been generally destroyed, 

or driven out of the country by the guns of the Boors and Gri(1 uas, they 

are reduced to the most wretched shifts to obtain R pretentious subsistence, 

Ih'ing chiefly on wild roots, locusts, nnd the lurvre of insects. The wandering 

hordes of this people are scattered over a territory of very wide extent. but 

of' so barren and arid a character, that by far the greater portion ·of it is 

not perman('ntiy habitahle 1y any class of human beings_ Even as it is, the 

ro)unists are perpetually pressing in upon dll ~ir limits, wherc,-er a fountain, 

or even a temporary vley or pool of water is to he found: hut had this 

territory been of a character less desolate and inhospitnhl<', tll('l'c can be little 

question that it would have been long ngo entirely oct'upiect hy the Christians. 

They arc continually soliciting from the Goverllment fresh grants beyond the 

nominal houndary; and at present are very 111'gcnt to obtain possession of n 

tl'act lying hetween the Zak and Harteheest H,ivcrs. In dcft!IlCC of these ag_ 

gressions they maintained to me that the Bushmen are a nation. of rohbcrs,­

who. as they neither cultivate the soil. nor pasture cattle, arc incapahlc of 

occupying their country advantageously; that they woulll live much more 

comfortahly by becoming the herdsmen and hou~ehold servants of the Chris­

tians, than they do at present on their own precarious l'esoul'(''Cs; and finaUy. 

that they are incapable of being ci\"'ilized by any other means, as the failure 

of the Missionary establishment among them at the Zak River had evinced. 

At this institution, I was told, the most strenuous exertions had been em­

ployed by the missionary Kicherer. for many years, to engraft upcm. them 
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habits of industry and foresight. hut totaUy without avail; for he had been 

ultimately forced to abandon the cnterpri!'oe. and the station R'O..'I now in rwns.­

Equally unsucc('Ssful. Ncl and Vlok informed me, had heen all their own 

efforts to improve the wild Bushmen. On one occasion, they said, they had 

given to the captain of ,I horde a number of sheep and goat~, to he kept as 

a joint-stock between the donors and his people; but 011 visiting the kraal, 

n short time afterwards, they found there was not one of the flock rt~mnining, 

nnd that the Bushmen were IlS destitute IlS before. 

Whatever may have heen tJle cauSt.~s orthe failure of Missionary nttempts 

to civilize the Bushmell , I f(,Ar that. the usual conduct of the farmers towards 

• them has been rather of a description to render them more harharous nnd 

desperate, thnn to conciliate 01' civilize them. Lnttf'r1y. indeed , severnl of the 

more judicious fanners had tried milder mea-"nares with them. and Ncl m· 

formt~d 01<.' that a so)"t of' treaty at pH'sent suhsist ~ hctw(!\!n hilll and the 

captain of the principal ht)l'lic in his vicinity. 'I'his chief wait~ upon Nel 

at every third full Ul OOII, and rpports the Jll'oeccdings of his clan; and if 

thcir conduct has. heen pmiseworthy,- if tlwy have Ii\'ed humhly upon ants 

and bulbous roots, and l'C'frain<;d from stealing cattle, they rt.'Ccivc c(~rtain 

allowances of sh(.'Cp, tobacco, and triukets, from the Veld-Commandant and 

the hurghers under his cOlllml. 

According \0 his own statements, however, a Vl'I"Y diffcrent system had 

been long pursued towards this unhappy rncc. Nt'l informed me that within 

the last thirty years he had been upon thirty-two (:omllIandOt~s ag<linst the 

Bushmen, in which grcut numbers had l)t~cn shot, and their children ("arried 

into the Colony. On one of these expedition!'!, not less than two hundred 

.. I have be.en since infurmeu, thllt tiliB ill not n oorrect ~t>ltement , nnd tlmt. in fact. I\lr. 
Kicherer did not al)Ulldon the ZlI.k HivCf BUBhmeli on IlCCOUflt of hill want iJf SUClcess amoDg 

them, but oooou:tC be was ol'pointed by tho Colonial Government to be di~trict c1ergymo.n of 
GrutT·Rein!!t. 
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Bushmen were mauacred 1 In justification of 'this barbarous system, ht' 

narrated many shocking stories of atrocities committed by the Bushmen upon 

the COIOnillts,-which, togeth~r with the continual delll'edations upon theil' 

property. had often called down upon them the full weight of vengeance. 

Such has been, and still, to a great extent, is the horrible warfare existing 

between the Christians and the natives of the northern frontier, and by 

which the process of extermination is still proceeding against the latter. 

in the same style ns in the days of Barrow.-

It struck me as a strange and melancholy trait of human nature, that 

this Veld-Commundant, in mnny other points a meritorious, benevolent, 

and dear-sighted man, seemed to be perfectly unconscious that any part of 

his own proceedings. or those of his countrymen, in their wars with the B.ush­

men, could awaken my abhorrence. The massacre of many hundreds of 

these miserable creatures, and the carrying away of their children into ser­

vitude, seemed to he considered by him nnd hi~ companions as things 

perfectly la.wful, just, and necessary, nnd Q.<i meritorious service done to the 

public. of which they had no more came to be ashamed, than a brave sol-

• THE BUSHMAN. 

The Bu~hOlan IIle('pll within his black-brow'd den, 
In the loue wildcrnCf';5; around him lie 
Hi. wife "Jld little ODE" unfearingly-
For tlley are fal away from" Chrilltian Dlen." 
No herds, loud lowing, call him down the glen; 
He fean no foe but famine; and may try 
To wear away the hot nDO.n sJumberingly ; 
Then rise to lIearch for J'fIOtB-lUId dance again._ 
But be wall dance no more! IIi. M'Cret lair, 
Surrounded, ~hoeR tu the tbunderiug gun, 
And the wild shriek of anguish and despair! 
He diM-yet, ere life'~ ebhing sand. are run, 
Let.vea to hiB IOn, • cune, sbould they be friead. 
Witll the proud Chriltian race-" for they are II-.d. I" 

T. p, 
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dier of having distinguished himself against the enemies of hi~ country: 

while. on the other hand, he spoke with detestation of the callousness of the 

Bushmen in the commission of robbery and murder upon the Chiistians; 

not seeming to be aware that the treatment these }>crst'Cutcd tritJ(.'S had for 

ages recei~ed from the Christians, might, in their apprehension, justify every 

excess of malice and revenge that they weJ'c aule to perpetrate. 

Th~ hel'edital'Y sentiments of animosity, and the deep-rooted contemptu­

ous prejudiee:o, that hud blinded Ncl's judgment and seared his hetter feel­

ings on this point. did nOl, however, operate to prevl'nt him judging properly 

enough in a neutral ease: as, for example, where two of the native tribes 

were oppo~ to each other. The way in which he mentioned the conduct 

of ,8 Catre!''' horde in that "icinity towards the Bushmen, offered" striking 

illustration of this. 

A smal l party of CaAers had found their way ubollt fifteen years ago into 

the Bushman country, and luul s(,ttlcd near the Karree mountains cast of 

the Zak River, where there is sufficient walel' and pasturage, These Cnffers, 

it seems, not content with taking possession of a valuable part of their 

country, wllgcd an unjust and ferocious war with the Bushman hordes around 

them, of whom they destroyed great numbers, and carried off their chiJdren 

into bondage. Their fil'populating progrl'SS was, however, arrested by the 

Landdrost Stoclt.enstrom, who came suddenly upon them with a commando, 

shot the chief perpetrators of these enormities, and took out of their hands 

tlpwards of thirty ch ildren, whos(! parents they had slaughtered. 

Nel and hili companions spoke with detestation of the COli duct of these in­

truders, and applauded the punishment inflicted UPOIl them. without seeming 

to be aware how close 8 resemblance exi.!lted between their own conduct and 

that of the Coffers. 

This horde ('If Coffers, learn ing wisdom from adversity, had ever since 

their chastisement ceased from strife and plunder,-and betaking themselves 
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to the peaceable pursuits of a pastoral people. they were. consequently, 

now in a thriving condition. being in possession of 1100 cattle and 2100 

sheep. 

Among othcr remarks·on the Bushmen, Net mentioned,-that within the 

last forty years they llod much .improved in the manufacture of the poison 

with which t.hey imbue their arrows. It is now, he affirmed. much more 

subtle aud deadly than it was in former times, and is composed of certaiu 

deleterious ingredients, both vegetable and mineral, carefully concocted with 

the poison of the most venomous snakes. 

He also affirllJlxl, that mnong the Bushmen arc found individuals called 

$J(mg-1Il~estel'$ (serpent-masters) who Jl(I.~sess the power uf charming the 

fiercest serpents, and of readily curing their bite. ~rhese charmers, it seems, 

can communicate to others their powers and their invu.1nerab~, hy putting 

them through n reguln.r course of poison-eating. The boors have the most 

implicit confidence in their medicaments, quackish and fOllCiful as some of 

them af{~. One of tl]cir most eomrnon applications is urine, which the colo­

nilll Hottentots also use in similar cas(.'l', mixed with gunllowd~r, and, 11.5 is 

affirmed, nsually with guod effect. 

AUGUST l. - Beillg desirous of penetrating the lJushman country tu 

the northward, and to asccltain, if possible, the junction of the Zak. or rather 

the Hartebeest River, with the Gariep, r had persuaded. the VcJd-CoUl~ 

mandant to send round messengers to several plaC(~s. in order to procure me 

horses and attendants; hut not being able to find a single Hottentot in this 

vicinity who would engage to accompany me, I found myself obliged to 

skirt the Colony farther towards the 'Vest, lD the hope of (.'Ompleting my 

arrangements at the Hantam. 'I'his· morning, therefore, I left the house of 

old Nel, a man who, whatever be his defects. certainly possesses the virtue 

of hospita1ity in high perfection. With aU their roughness and ru.ticity of 

manner, and with all their cruel unchristian prejudices in regard to the poor 
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natives, these ·colonists still retain much patriarchal simplicity, and many 

traits of good-nature and friendliness in their general character. We parted 

with mutual good wishes. 

Nel had supplied me with fresh horses and a guide. 1 proceeded over 

an elevated tract of country, from whence I occasionally caught glimpses of' 

the CL-dar mountains. The scenery was haggard and uninviting, and the 

climate bleak. Yet 1 saw occasionally warm nooks among the mountain 

glens, where most of the colonial fruits are brought to .perfection. In the 

evening I reached Downes, the residence of Schalk van der Merwe, situated 

at the north end of the Roggcveld-Bergen, which terminate here in hluff 

detached hills . • 
I found the lady of the mansion kraalillg her flocks and herds, hel" lord 

heing ahsent; and won ascertained from her. that neither horses nor guides 

were to he oht ... inctl here; but being informed that some free Bastard- Hot­

tentoLs resided at a distance of about six miles, I set off" on foot l)y moon­

light, with the view of engaging one or two of them as guides. and of collect­

ing information respecting my proposed routc. 

An old Hottentot servant of thc family accompanied me. This man was 

between sixty and seventy years of age, and had all his life resided upon the 

Bushman frontier. I found him communicative, and elicited some interesting 

information frOlIt'him. He said he could recollect the time, when few or no 

murders were committed by the Bushmen,--especially upon the Christian!', 

The era of bitter and bloody hostility lJetween them commenced, according to 

his account, ahout fifty years &go, in the following manner.-The burgher 

Coetzee Van Reenen had an overseer who kept his fl~ks near the Zak River: 

this fellow was of a brutal and insolent disposition, and a great tyrant over 

the Bushmen; and had shot some of them at times, out of mere wantonness. 

The Bushmen submissivE'ly endured the ' oppression of this petty tyrant for a 

long period; but at length their patience was worn out i and one day, While 

2 G 
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he W8~ cruelly maltreating one of their nation, another struck him through 

with his a!lsa~ai. This act was represented in the Colony 8S a honi.ble mur­

der. A strong commando wa~ sent into the Bushman country, and hundreds 
• 

of innocent people were massacred to avenge the death of this ruffian. Such 

treatment roused the animosity of the Bushmen to the utmost pitch, and era­

dicated all remains of respect, whi.ch they still retained for the Christians. 

The commando had scarcely left their country, when the whole race of BU.!IhM 

men along the frontier simultaneously commenced n system of predatory and 

murderous incursions against the colonists, from the Kamieshcrg to the Storm­

berg. These deprc<iations were retaliated by fl'esh commnndO('~, who slcw the 

old without pity, and carried off the yuung into bondage. The commandoes 

were again avenged by new robberieli Rnd murders; and thus mutual injUlics 

have been accumulated, Rnd mutual 1'ouconT kept up to the pr<'sent day.-

• The fullowing remllTka,' extracted frOll1 a letter recci"cd from 1\Ir. Md\'i11 of Griquu 
!Town, dated AUgURt 3, 1Il2ii, IIhow that f!.OU'lC of thft colonists liTe lit h·ngll, lIoopting " 
m~ humane policy tow.rda this pel'lleclltffi lIlcej llJIU the plt'lI~illg 1't'8ult tof milder meS9url'fl 
prove8, lit the IIllmc timc. tli lit tllc Bushman is ndther in8cnsible of kind"e" nor illtllpabl~ IIf 

improvemcnt :-
.. In the }'l'lIr lH21, Iln my "'ny to GriqulI. Tuwn, while I Wll~ Ilt Grn:lff_R.,jnct at the 

llouso of tIll! LII.nddrONt, CDpt. Sf.ockeI18tJ'OUI. Il V dd-toru;:t C:lnw t.1l T('ljll ,,,,t pcrllli...,;ioll to 

mnke a cornmnudG aguimlt II kraut, or party uf llIlJjhml'll; who, he ~i1id. had COlllmitted SUint' 
depredatioll~. Thc Landdro<;t IIppt'IITed very !Ingry with the furmer, lind eXI'TI'SIK.'d hill di!llll}­
probation, in IItrong term~, of the conduct of tIle f,umt'JII ill generlll, wh~n they werc aUow6d 

to go agaitUlt tllt' BU6hQICli . 
<. On my wny from Gl1I.uff-Reinet. 1 had sume convcrution with the VE'ld-Commllndant, 

Gert Vanderwalt, who r"idod on the Zeekoe River, respecting the nu~Lmen. H e told me, 

that both his fMthcr and hhmelf had been fvr many years" wllr willi this peoplc. From the 
time that be oould use a gun ll~ went lIJ10n comnlandoes; but h~ could JlOW see, he owned, that 
no gOod WIUI ever done by this conre vf vindictive retulialion. They 8till continued their .de.. 

predatio1lll, and, rebilling an inveterate $pirit of I'evenge, he Will oonstantly in danger of losing 
his Cllule and of being murdered hy diem. But having Ilt length seen tht! evil drcctH of Will 
IIRd cruelty, he bad, for a few yea", put, tt'i~d whnt might be dune by cultivating peace with 
them; and uperience b.d oonvinced him that his pn'fI8nt plan wu hlOIIt oonduci .... to his 
intere&t . He laid, the Landdroat Stockenstrom wu also fril!ndly to pocilic measure., and eRM 

ceuraged the plan he had adopted. Tlli. plan 'IV" te keep a flock 0{ pta to eupply the BushM 
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On reaching the Hottentot kraal, I found that the men were all absent. 

and only tl)e women and children at home, with a few cattle and sheep. I 

made my way, therefore, with myoId guide. to the nearest boor's place. which 

was old Hans Coetzee's. between the Hantambcrg and the Paardenberg. 'Ve 

found aU the family asleep. and gained admittance. not without some difficulty. 

Nor was the: accommodation very comfortable when I got in. The old boor 

yawned forth an apology. that he had no bread to offer me j so I obtruned a 

glass of water and a sort of shakedown to stretch my wearied limbs on, nnd 

every otber want w~ e:oon forgotten in sound repose. 

mell witll food ill 8ellSOllS of great want, and occu.ionally to givl" them other little presenu; 
If.v wllich m~nnll ill! not only kl'!pt on fril~ndly terms with them, hut tller beCllmc vl:'ry ~ervice_ 

lillie in taking care of his flock" in dry IIClUwns, H e snid, tllat on such occW!iona, when there 
wall no pastnrngtl on hili \IWll faml, he was accustomed to give hi!! cattle elltirely intu the iUlnd .. 

of the Chi"f of u tri~ who lived n('or him, ,md lifter u cert.!in period tb,,), nen~r f~ill'!d to be 
bruuglzt IJlwk in IW i!l1prov\~d :\ cllm\itiQII tlalt he ,n:arcely knew them to be hill OWII • 

.. A few (lays after, wlll'l) I Cnille into tlze Dushnull! country, I witnessetl tIlt' ht'lleficilil 

(ltt'ech <If cultinlt ing tllc arts of lWUCC with thi~ JleOpl.e. Set·jlll!: 1\ Bu~ll UI Ull \'illage, or krllUl, 

ubout :J ' jUl\rWl of \1Il hnur'!I title from the road, I weat til it; /lnd 110 confident W9.8 I of the 

l'euceuhll' dilll'O!!ition of thi~ poopl!", wIlen Twt provok",d, that 1 wellt ulone :Ind ullamlcd. 

\Vlwn I Cllme to the krual, I w",>! gratified with 1\ most l'le!l~illg iudiclltiun of thc improved 

habiu oftht'! individual~ (,'(lnlpo~ing tlziR little horde. On the Lrow of n llill werl'! seen gluing 

n All(;k of ~'Ul\b, I1THI a numoor of young kidll wcre tied to IItakes round about tli('ir huts. UPOll 
inquiry, I found they had belonged to the late Mi8ll.iul1i1ry Jn5titutiuII of HCI,IIJ:ibllll, ill the 
BushmRn Conntry; and from wlmt I could 1I11deT5tand from one or two who llpoke a little Dutdl, 
t ey we~ exceedingly sorry that the miMion Iznd been given up, '1I11d eaid dUly would go ~ 

to rt'5ide at a l\li8llionary station, if ene wert' established, They spoke mueh in fllvuur of the 
Veld.commandAnt VIUlderwlllt, to whom, I believe, they were indeuted {(,r the goats I hnd 

... n. 
'" About 0 -day'. journey farther, [ clune to R plaee called Daufm·Poort. Here a fun:ne­

had boen raiding, ilud had built n hut, and r/li,ed /lome wheat-hut had been ordllrcd away 

from it by the LauddruBt, on account of ita being beyond the ooundarieB of the Colony. [ 

£oland at thi. place two BWlhmen, under who~ culJtooy It quantity of wht'at had been left 
by the farmer when be remon,d from the plnce--another proof that it is not iO difficult 

to cultiv.t~ peace with these oppressed people, if melUlures of rul \indnea are adopted 
towards them," 

202 





Bo~~,~..,.~de~~"'4~j~ .. "~I,,~p~i_i""*.~~~ 

had been .... eayl_ lii"I>i"'<~:be :iBot~_ COJi'rmeillOJ-. a bIOI_ 
confIid here two tribea of their C9I1nt:r.rDlf!ftJ. 

fore came and reduced them all to bondage. 

t a place called Welledag, (Karel van tier Menve·s.) where I hal~ I 

f01lod 8ft EngIiBh aettler from 0I&n ilHam, a C&TpeDter, orkiug at his 

the lervice of t farmen. Adventurou persons of this deII::n~_ 

are to found scattered through the reJqOteet of the 00l0Dy ; and " . " "i ... luaI17- .... lUCb:qr aDllOIW t ouIy .plOR ...... 
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the fnrm('rs in this quarter, the prevalence of a poisonous plant called jack­

ars-bush. This shrub. when other vegetation fails iu the dry season, is apt 

to be browsed upon by the sheep, and frequently destroys multitudes of thean. 

Five or six hundred will sometimes IlCrish from this cause in n single day . 

If, however. tht'y recover from the sickness caused by this pbml. they are, ill 

future, proof ngainst itl deleterious effects. 

Truly these frontiel' boon have no very enviable life of it ! Here I also 

learned that four shl.ve~ belonging to a neighbouring farmer (T. Trone) 

had just absconded, taking with them six horses and as many muskets, 

and had fled. as was :supposed , to join the marauding banditti of run­

aways and Bastards who lIA\'c their rctrcAUi KLout the banks of the, 

Gariep. Such occurrences arc not unfrcqucnt, and add one to th~ 

~uany arguments [or the gradual and equitable extinction of slavery in 

.60uthem Africa. 

Late in the evening J reached the Veld.('omet Louw's at Tee~FQnteyn, 

lIDticipating all the comforts of n social meal and a warm shelter from the 

oold wind and drizzling rain. My disappointment was comparatively great 

when I found the house Jocked up. and three or four slaves and Hotten~ 

tots alone left in charge of the place. residing in a miserable st.raw hut. 

After some parley with them, I adopted the plan !!uggested by ~ne of the 

slaves, of gaining admittance by force. A little supper "was prepared 

for me, and I listened to ' the st01'm now raging without, in tranquillity 

and comfort. It is remarkable that the heavy rains, which come this 

length with the west wjnds from the Atlantic, do not extend farther 

into the interior. 

3 -This momiDg opened gloomily. A heaTY drenching rain continued 

the whole day. grateful to the parched country, but unfavourable to my 

journey. About mid..day, the owner of the place, for whom I had4ftpatcfted. 
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a mesee~, made his appearance. Mr apology fur ~ing forcible possession 

of hi. bouse Wa! readily received; 8nd as he could not himself make the ne­

ceJiIlry arrangements for facilitatlng my journey, he Rcmml'anied me tv 

Groote.Toren (Great Tower), the place of William Louw, Louw himself 

was absent at Cape TOWIl, hut his wife and fiunily nfiol'ded me every assis­

tance in their power j and messengers were instantly dispatched in search 

ot a couple of Hottentots to accompany me into the Bushman Country, 

\Vhile wuiting for them, I had some conversation with an English settler 

of the name of Fl'!'yel', a llIan of considerable intdJigence and enterprise. 

who had married into this family and settled here, Fl'om him 1 obtained 

some interesting information respecting this quarter of the Colony, and 

also the Namaqua Countl'Y. where he hud been travelling. It is not a 

little surprising to see a II1l1n of this sorl, with all the advantages of a 

good cliul'ation. setting himself dowu among the rough and untulm'ed 

inhabitants of the!>e deserts, Yet the lcnvcn of English feeling!; and English 

blood thus scllttcl'Cd. is douhtlells a JlJost desirable .event for the improve­

ment of tl)C country, 

At this spot formerly resided a hoor of the name of Pienaar, who with 

hia family wel'e murdered by the Numaqua robber Africaner. Little cnn be 

said in pall.iation of an nct of' bloody violence like thill; yet. from what I 

could learn. it' geems to have been not nltogcthcr unprovoked on the part 

of the colonists, Adjoining to the house was a sort of day fOl't, with loop­

holes to fire from in the ev~nt of any formidable attack of lhe Hummen. 

Many of the fa.rmhouses, along both the Caffer and Bushman frontier, are 

protected by similsr defences, 

'.-The rain still continuing. though morc moderately. I W81'1 detained 

here the whole of this day much against my will; for the 0001'5 arc 1i0 

esceslively Afraid of getling wet, that none of them would. ride out to enforce 
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the requisition for H'oUt:ntots and horses whlch the Veld . c,nret:h8d .~. 

Many of them, indeed, arc afflicted. with severe rheumatic complain~, which 

they ascribe to getting wet with rain, but 'which, I think. may be more 

justly attributed to their frequently sitting or sleeping without · changing 

th.eir wet clothes. 

5.-This day still continued showery and cold. The females sat WitJl 

Dutch stoves under their petticoats, issuing orders to their sines and Hot~ 

rentols. The men sat talking and smoking around a~ iron pot filled with 

burning charcoal. None of the boors have chimneys in their dwelUngs, even 

in these cold regions; and their stoves and pots of charcoal afford to a 

European a very indiff~rent compensation for the want of a checl"ful blazing_ 

hearth. 

About noon, a Hottentot named '~TiUeboy. who had heen requested to 

accompany me, arrived. After many interrogations about my proposed 

route, my objects and intentions. &c., he dl.'Clarcd the journey too ha~ 

zardous without more company, and declined proceeding without a com­

rade. I was thus again u.s much at a IOfls as ever, when fortunately 

another Hottentot (Jacou Zwart) arrived j and · afier smilar inquiries 

and much JlUmming and hesitation, they both engaged in my service. 

and agreed to meet me next day, at Tee-Fonteyn, where the horses 

were to be pl'epared for us. 

6.-The rain had ceased, and was followed by bright and beautiful 

weather. I met my Hottentots nt the Veld Cornet's before mid~day; but 

luch were the tardy movernents of the boot'S. that the hol"'Be6 were not yet 

ready, and I was obliged to delay another night, with my patience DOW 

almost worn out. 

7.-At length this morning. a.t ·an .:early hour, I and my two .guides got 

on hOl'lleback, having two led horses ·to carry our knapsackJ • . aad to cbaoge 
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oec.wonaHy 'with those we rode. .J soon found, however, that the boors. 

with all their outwa~d civility, had played me a scurvy t.Mck, hy giving 

me you~g horses scarcely half broke. The consequence was, that we had 

scarcely stal'tcd, ·when th~ one that carried our knap~acks Ix.>camc rcstive. 

broke off from the man that I(,d him, and cost us a chase of' ll(:arly an 

hour, before we could catch him again; nnel what was ullill'mtciy of far 

mO)'e consequence, 0\11' stuck of 1)l'ovisioll!l WIlS shnk('ll fmlll his Lack, and 

a great part lost, Ilnd the calabashes for c81'1'Ying wlftC')' bmkctl ill picces; 

but] was so provokf~ and lIut of patience, that I would lIot turn back 

for a fUither supply, hut orderro lily Illt'n to procet!d. This was jmllrll~ 

dent; but. I had at that timt~ no doubt that our guus would pl'Ocurc us 

game enough all our way. 

About 1I00n we reached Slinger-Fonteyn, the Il1st place inhabited by 

colonists, An old German of the name of Richel'l. resides here in a miser­

able reed hut. \\'e unsaddled and refrellhecl oHrseh'cs for a couple of 

hours, and tlWII again proceeding, left behind liS civilized mall and his 

haunts; and ollce more] found myself, with n mingled feeling of awe and 

exultation, a traveller in the wllSte and solitary wilderness.-

In about nn hour nfter passing Slingcl'-Fontcyn, we passed a conical hill 

called SpiDe.JI-Bcrg, (Spy-mountain,) looking ove), the l>oullclless IJlnins to the 

Mr, Pringlc'lf J1,(Jcm, "AflLf in tile Desert," ( first IlII!lli~IH~t! in tilt! .1 South AfriCllll 
Journal," ~ ftl1V weeh before I lid nut 011 thi~ juurnl~y ,) eXllrC!llles so well lllc fctllings of a 

traveller in the wildernell8, and t'()ntailla Kuch lively and al11lToprilltc aKetchc8 of African 
sc.ent!t'y, that, tlLou~h 80mewhat lllllg for 8 foot note, 1 gladly Il.vl\il mystllf of Ule nutbor', 
penniaaion to add it to tIle other iIIuetl'llti"n~ which hI! h1\s kindly oontriLutcd til my work, 

AFAR IN THE DESERT, 

AI'.ul in t1le Desert J Jove to ride, 
With the silent 8ullb-boy alone by my side: 
Wht'll tIle I$OlTOWS of life the .o\1l O'{'tca8t, 
And. !lick of tIll' present, I turn to the 1'ASt; 
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north. The first pnrt of Jhesc plains was sprinkled over with singular 

piles of rocks. looking almost as if placed there uy -art, and assuming at 

AILe! tlil' t'yc is liuffuscd with rl'grctful tenrs, 
Fr .... m tile fOlld recollectiuns uf former yean; 

And the "llauowli uf thillgS tllll.l ha'"c Inng 1!incc fled 
Flit uver till.' hraill, likt' the gJlost~ (If the rleud­

Bright vitliuns of glury, that vuni"h'd too &oon,­
])Ily~drt.'tl.mll thllt 11epllrteu ere tnlluhuod.'11 110011,­

Aunehmellu hy fllte or hy flll~l'hood reft ,_ 
Complllliolill (If Illlrly dny", lo.;t (lr left,-

And m y N"'TJI"R I"ANl>! wlHlse mQj.,';cnJ name 

TllrilJ .s to my h('urt like electric flume; 
TIll' hUllIc of my childhood; the !IQUlltS of my prime; 
All die JlLlSl;iuOB and !lCellCII of that rapturoUIJ timl;;!, 
When tb" fcl'lingll WNC Ylillng, anel the worM was !lilli', 

Like tla! &e~h llOwp.u of Pnri\dise ope"nillg to ,"iew 1-

Ail-aU nuw fursaken, furb>"(ltten, ur gone-

And I , u 100w t'Xil(!-ll'lIlembcr'" of nunL'-

1\1 r high aims :,balldlln'tl-und good acts undone ­

Aweury of all thnt ill undc~ thc 8UU,-

'Vith thut 6adll(!~A uf heart which 110 stranger mnr tlCilll, 
I fly to tbe Desert nfnr from mall. 

Afur ill tlll~ De8f'rt J love to ride. 
With the silent Hush.b<IY ululle l,y my , ide: 
When tile wild turmoil ,,{ dliH wenri!jQIllC lif!!, 

,Vith it. scenes uf oppressioll, corruptioll, lUul strife; 
The pfoud nlan'lI fruwn, and the bas~ man's fear; 

Aud the lIComer'slaugh, alld tIlt' ~utftlrer', tear; 
And malice, u.ml mealllle_, 8nu falsehood, !llld folly. 
Dispose mt! tu mUling aud du.rk melancholy; 

When my boSOI,ll il full. flud my thuugh~a are high, 
And my &l)u1 ill lick with tht! hundpia;g's aigh:­

Oh, theil_there ill ~dOlll, a.nd joy, Il!ld pride; 
Afar in the Desert alone to ride! 
There it upture to vault un the champing ateed, 
And to bound away with tIle eagle'll ,peed. 
With the dellth~fraught fireteck in' my hand. 

(The only law of the DJ!:laert lal1~,) 


