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a distance the most grotesque appearances. such as those of houses. quadru

peds. birds. &c. Burchell hB.i given a good idea of this sp!'cies of scenery 

But 'till not tlle illnOl;ent to de~troy, 

J.'or I Illite the IlUntlln',ln'/i SDvugC joy. 

A f(lr il\ the Dellert I luve to r iJI', 

,\\' itl, the ~ilt'lJt BII~IL-tJoy ILlone 1Iy my ~i ilc : 

Aw>.LY_II.wII.Y frUin thl~ d\\'dlillg~ "f lIl t' lI, 

By tllC \\'illl t lo..'I.' r·~ 1I\I1IIlt, lind tilt' hutf'l!u'" !;Ien i, 

lly I':lllit,~ remutt', wl.er .. tlJ() oriLi pl(lp; 

,VI.t'rc Ihe t;IH)t" tlJ() guy-cll,:, (llltl tlw Ilartchct'lit grllze ; 

A"d tht~ W'lI\slouk nnd cland uululllted Tcc1ine 

By the ~kjrt~ ,If gr")' f"rest>< /,('rgrowll with wild \'ille; 

A lld lI,e d"pl llillt hrt!wse~ (It !'1'UCC ill hi~ wOllCl ; 

And ti ... rivct-hur.'W ~'\IIILI)ls wlsl'ur,-, I ill the 11'1011; 
AmI the mi)!hty rhinOCt'ro~ wnlluwsat will 

In lIlt' 1.'/':'1> w)",rl' till' wiltl·(lli~ il!! IhillkiD~ his till, 

Afar in the 1J1'!;l:r t I iuv(' tn rid.,. 
\\ 'itll t ill' ,,;ill'nt J! ll~h -l lf)) 1~I"nl' 11)' Illy ~idl:: 

O'<'r till' imlwn Karrnu, wl:er.' tIlt" hk'lIting cry 

Of tilt" ~Jlrilll-!;"I!k 's fawn ""!ilHls I'laintivl'iy ; 

\\' ht'T" the 7.c!.rrn wantllnly t"sst'~ hi~ lllllZlt.', 

] " ;ic1 fld b~!tI"1II frt'sllt.' I1'" hy lllUi~tI1rc or rain; 

AntI tile ~tlltdr k""d(J(l ... xnltill1-\"Iy !J .. nlld~, 
Ulll1i~turb'J by th~ lolly of thl~ JmlltI'T'", im\lntJ~ ; 

Allli r.llC tin,,)rOlIS lJu(tg:lu~'s wild whistlillg nl'igh 

h /wurll /'y tilt' lind, fimlle,lilJ f,iT :"vny; 

AntI tile Ilt,(~t·fl!()ted tnltrich over tIll: wllRte 

Spl.'Crus liku II hllr~l"mm whlJ tra,",' I~ ill haste; 

And the "uhlirI': ill circll'~ Whl'lol s ld~h ,,"t'Tllead, 

Greedy to ~cent ~!1(1 tu gurge un the d{'nd ; 

Ami tile gri lly wolf, and lilt' 1I11rit:king jackal, 

Howl fu r their l ' ft.'y Ilt t hl: evening fall ; 

And the fiend-like hlUgh flf hy~nlls ~rilil 

Fearfully ~ts rtJc~ t he twiligllt dim. 

Afar in the DeI;ert I love til riut', 
Wit], the lilt'llt Bush-hoy alune hy my side: 

2H2 
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in his "iew .of II natural obelisk in the Bushman country. After p8IiIIing 

through this sccn('fY, which reminded me of the enchanted City of the 

Desert, in the Arabian tales, we pr~ed over immense plains, extending 

as far as the eye could reach, covered only with low bushes. The animals 

that we saw were the usual inhabitants of such rcgions,-ostrichcs. quaghas, 

springooks, &c. We steered N.N.E. by compass till 8unst!t, when we 

Away __ way in the wil«ernl'18 vRdt, 

Where tiu: white mlln'lI foot hath nevt..'r pU8s 'd, 

And tbe quiver'd KorBnnp, (It' Bechulln 
Jldh TarE-Iy CfOlQ'd with hi" r(lving clan: 
A regioll flf emptina'~J bowling and drear. 
Which DIan Ilath abandon'd from famine and f{'ar; 
Which the ,nake and the lizard inhabit ploue, 
And the bat flitting forth from hift old huliow ston~; 
Where gnu, nor herb, nor Hhrub takes root, 
Save poillOnous thorll~ that pierce die foot; 
And the bitter melon, for food and drink, 
Is tb ... pilgrim's fare, by the Salt Lake's brink: 
A region of drought, whE'1"e nl,l river glides, 
Nor rippling brook with ollier'd Hides; 
Nor reedy pool, nor mOllliy fouJltain, 
Nor !!1uuly trell, nor c1oud-capIJ'd mountain. 
Arl' fouud- - to rt'fr('Bli the Qching l'Y~: 
But thtl bll.rT~n Ilarth, and the burning .ky, 
And thf' blank borizoll round u.nd round, 
Without 8 livillg sight or 8IJund, 
Tell to the heart, in ita penaive mood, 
Thilt thill i,-N ... TUR&'S SOLITVD&t 

And here-while the night-windt round me fligb, 
And the start burn bright in the midnigbt ,ky, 
As I .it apart by the clI.vern'd . tone, 
Like Elijah at Horeb', can, alone. 
And f~1 Ba a moth in the, Mighty Haqd 
Th.t spread the heaven. and heaved tbe land,_ 
A .. ,till ,mall .,.aioe" oomea through the wild, 
(Liko • father consoling hit fre1fv.1 child). 
Whirh banish" bittel'1l8lll, wn.th, and fnr
s.ying .. MAN II DlaTA.S. ·"'" Gon tfl "'.A.!" 
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turned off to the N.'V. a little, in quest of a fountain. which we reached 

before dusk. Here we had good water. but no shelter, Bud scarcely ma

terials enough to make a tolerable fire. 

We had scarcely taken up our position, when we ob~erved a light at a 

little distance from us. This we concluded to bc some Bushman cncamp

ment, nnd looked that our guns werc all in order, that Wt~ might be pre

part'd for thc worst. I had brought with me my douhlc-ban-cHcd bttln, and 

about teu pounds of ammunition, and Illy Hottentots' had ('ach a musket 

We had just struck up a fi.,c Ilnd [x'gun to cook some victual!;, when B party 

of those })()(1I' sa\'agcs, consisting of uLout a dozen mcn and women, ap

prou.cht. ... I, and without exhibiting any signs of apprehtmsioll. came Rf1d se~tcd 

themselves besi.de us, around OUI' fire, and entered immediately into conver

sation with my guides. Though I would much rathcl', under present cir

cumstallce~. have dispensed with their visit, yct I consider<:d it hest to treat 

them civilly, and with every appearance of confidenCi~ . 'J'lwy cXRmillcd my 

dress, aTld (~vincetl cOlIsill<~ l'nhle engerness to kuow what was Illy obj~ct ill 

,journeying throu~h their country. Aftcl· all their questions had been an

swered, they thought fit to entertuin themselves and us with olle or theil" 

counlrg-dam:c,l', widell they renewed at intervals, and kt'pt up till midnight, 

.. under tht.' pale moon light," with great 8uimation. 

The dance· consisted of stamping on thc ground with great ,"jolence, 

wreathing their bodies. at the same time, into all manllt'l' or contortions. 

Their only music was a sort of groaning sound uttered by th(~ men, with n 

softer OlOTlCJtOIlOUS moaTling (lccompaninlCnt hy the females. Thcy continued 

this dance for ~'veral hours with great vivacity and appnrent enjoyment, . 

while the perspiration flowed profuS('ly from theIr bodies. 

During the intervals of this d.'lnce,1 took the opportunity, while they 

were sitting T\lund our fire, to make one of my Hottentots put a variety 

of questions to some of the mo!rt intelligent of them, to ascertain whether 
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their language was !lO very deficient in compass af! 1 had heard. The fol

lowing was the result '(\f my examination with regard to the numerals: 

One, t'R; two, fOIl; three"quo, 

These three sound!! art~ the whole of, their simple numcral~. The others, as 

far as ten, arc expressed by repetitions alUl combinations of these three 

words, in the following manner: 

}'our-tu'a, t'un. 

Fi"p-t'ou, t'()a , t'a. 

!Six - t'o>!, t\m, t',,:, . 

S<'v('u - l'on, l'ua, t"m, t'a. 

Ei!;ht . t'(>:\, 1'011., t'oa, t'on. 

Niut'_l 'oa, 1'00, fuu, 1'00. t':I. 

'j'CII -t'uu, t'l4I, t'oa, 1'00, t\m. 

The exceeding wRnt ur invention and ingenuity displayed 111 their lan

guage is a striking cvidenc(~ of the degraded state of intellect among them. 

The mere care of !lulJporting existence seems to have cngros!'cd theil' entire 

faculties. The intelh . .'ctual nature has succumbed to the brutal. Yet this 

party is considered by t.he Bantam co1onists ItS olle of the lIIost f'jvili:r.ed of 

the Bushman hOl'des; 101' they llrc advaTlced n little heyond the hunt..cl' 

state, iJcillg in possession of .u kw c.luil!, and n flock uf ahout 200 shet~p. 

The captain of another kraal, who is commonly cnlk>d the" Bushman Boor," 

also possesses a small flock. \Vhich instances prove, howetcr. that these 

pc:ople nre not so entirely destitute of foresight and prudence as they are 

generally represented. 

About midnight our visitors left us and returned quickly to their own 

camp, and we stretched oursclves out by the fire to sleep. I wished to 

prevail on the Hottentots to keep watch alternately with me, but this they 

strenuously objected to, urging. in the first . place, that it was quite unneces

sary, and in the liCCond, that it was .quite impossible.-becau.se, a. , ;~ey 

alleged, a.f\er a. hard day's.joumcy ·" no map. can k£cp bimtelf awake." J 
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was, therefore, obliged, hoth now and throughout our journey, to trust our 

safety to the care of Providence, and to rise frequently in the night. myself 

to t(~plenish the fires with titel. At thi~ place (Adriaun's-Fonteyn) it was 

110 easy matter to keep up u watch fire, there IlCing no fud except the dung 

of the wild animals fre<lucllting the fOlmtaill. 

B.-Hose at dawn of day. Ilnd llU'nl'd om horses loose to graz(' (111 the dry 

tufted hel'imgc, while we made Olu' hasty bl'eakfilst. \Ve then I'l'f)."ccuteci 0111' 

journcy f{ll' about eight 1l(,U1'.~, witllout stopping. except. to let. Ollr horses roll, 

an imlulgcncc which rdicvcs them gl'eatly whcn fugged ami heated, The 

country, as we proct..>t.:!<it'<l. hecn:nc more and lfIort: parclu'rl amI desolate. 'Ve 

rrossed the dl'Y berIs of .. arious tOl'l'cuts, atHl saw 011 our right st'I'ernl heds 

of salt (:nlled the I3rak.pans. \Vc pass('u through (1 mllt!y ahout ... ix miles in 

breadth. ent.irely eOIll)losed of IJnk~d saml, whkh had the apJlearance of hdng 

occasionally CClvt'l"cd with watcl', th ~lUgh not a !Irop was tn \'t~ jimlHi at. pre

sent. 'Ve bad not md with water !Iuring the whnk day; and to) augment OUI' 

thirst, 11 stl"OlIg: sCf)r{;hiJl~ l}orth-cast wind illew litll in our fa,'t.:s. At 1cnb'1h. 

howevel", we I'(~achcd a spot known to Illy guides, called the Imil 01' pit, whcl'C 

we found a small nntural reservoir or tolerable wllter, l)\It so dCl'llly slink 

between two I"o('ks, that w{~ wilh difliculty slireecdcu in drl\\\'illg up n little of 

it for ourselves by lIleans of t.he shell or nu ostrich egg. hut without tile pos

sibility of procul'ilig n supply for our horses. Ncitl!(:I' was tlWI"(' /.("I'ass or any 

sort of fOl'ugc for them in the neighbourhood, \V(, roue on, tlwrdi,rl\ a little 

farther. IlIIU then unsaddled; hut OUI" hm'!';('s f:ould not gl"ll7;C, 011 Ilcconnt of 

thirst, and we Iny panting uuder It burning sun, wit.hout a hush or 1\ I'Ock 

to shelter us. The thermometer stood at K,IV in the shacll'. mul on being 

placed in the sun immediately rose to no". This WEtS Il luight.y change. in 

so short a space, from the cold hills of the Roggevdd, 

About. two o'clock we again proceedt..'tI, directing our course somewhat 

more to the eastward, in order to survey all immense" salt-pall," which wus 
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said to exist in that vicinity. The country was entirely without verdure of 

any description. Brown stunted bushes scattered here and there were its 

only covering. The soil con:-isterl, in some 1)8l't5, of a sharp gravel of de

composed schistus,-in others, of a calcareous stratum, strewed over with 

flints. At length, from the summit of a low ridge of hill!l, I beheld at my 

feet. and extending far to the northward, the prodigious" pan," or rather 

valley of salt, which I was in search of. 1'his valley, from what I could 

guess, and Icarn froni my guideil, can scarcely he less than forty milL'S in~jl'

cumfcrcncc. It was now covered with fine dry salt of n brilliant whitl'nCs. .. , 

lVllcn the occasional torrents of I'ain fall, it must he onc ,'ast shcet of water; 

and there can be no question. I apprehend. that this, and sirnilnr collection~" 

of salt in South Africa, are occasioned hy the sudden and heavy rains wash

ing off from the surface of the adjoining country the innumerable saline })ar-, 
ticles, with which the earth if' every where impregnated, into these naturul 

reservOirs. I named this. the Commissioner's Salt-pan, in honour of His 

Majesty's Commissioners of Inquiry now in the Colony. 

1 took from this spot the hearing of Spioen-berg, the summit r.,f which 

appeared like a dim speck ill the horizon o\'er the extensive plaim; which we 

had crossed. 

I now directed the Hottentots to steer north-es!;t, in order to fall in with 

the course of the Harteheest River, and ascertain iu junction ';-ith the Gariep; 

after which I purposed to follow the stream of the latter towards the {'oast. 

After skirting the margin of the salt lake for some time. we turned off to the 

east; but had scarcely travelled an hour from its banks, when we were 

overtaken by twilight, and were forced to take up our bivouac on the open 

plain. without a bush to shelter us from the cold night wind, or a drop of 

water to refresh our poor horses. . For ourselves we had my two holster 

bottles. which I had filled at tue last fountain. With one of thete. and a 

very moderate allowance of provisions, we were obliged. to content ourselves; 
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no~ knowing wben we should obtain a fresh supply. I named this spot Dry 

Sta~on. A miJerable one it was, in every respect. nnd scarcely a1fol'ucd "" 

Cl'en fuel to make a fire. 

AJj soon as the night closed in,..we observed a Bushman fire at no great 

distance. This waB an object, however, that 1 was fur from l'('gnrdil1g with 

satisfaction; fur toy guides had taught me to entt-Itaiu (perhaps unjustly) 

considerable apprehension of a nocturnal attack from these \,iudictivc savngesi 

who might, no doubt, naturally enough regard us as hostile intnldeNl in their 

.country. \Ve slept, licverthelcss. undisturbed by them, or by the wild beasts. 

till about two hours before daybreak. when we again IJrocecded on our jour

.oey, anxious to reach some fonntain, 01' pool of water. as neither our horses 

not' ourselves could hold out long without n supply of that "iUtI Ol:ticle. 

9.-We passed n considerable ridge, covered with dry tuftt'd grass. and 

after a ride of ahout thl'cc hours, n little after sunrise rench{'d the bed of the 

Kat's_kop(Cnt's_hea.d) niver. as my Hottentots called it; but, to our extreme 

disappointlllclIt. found it cOlllpletely dry. We unsaddled, but our hor..,:es 

were so thirsty. that they refused to eat. They had not had nny water sill<"c 

we left Adriasll'iJ-Fontt'yn, and we now began to be seriously alarmed, both 

on their account and our OWl), 

Witteboy and 1 inuncdiuteJy set out on foot in opposite directions. to 

search the bed of the river for some pool or puddle yet unexllaustcd. .Jacob 

was unwell. and un"hie to as!list us. I proceeded ahout two miles up the 

channel without success; when. obsel'\'ing the fresh trace!! of Bushmen. I 

returned til our station. There I found that 'Vittehoy had a.lso come hack 

unsuccessful. .1<'),001 the circumstance. however, of Bushmen's recent foot. 

prints being seeD. we concludm that water must exist at no bPft'at distanC(". 

Witteboyagnin set off in search of it. and at length was so fortunate as to 

discover a pit, recently dug by the Bushmen. and which contained water, 

though of a. very brackish quality. On his return with this intelligence. we 

i I 
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immcdiat,l'Jy proceeded thither with the horses, and with !lome difficulty got 

them down to drink from the pit by turns. On filling my two bottles to 

carry water to Jacob, J was so unlucky as to let onc be broken by the horse!l, 

which in our circumstances was a very serious misfortune. 

We now sat do",-n to cook our dinner, and on rummaging our knapsack, 

found to our dismay that this was the last meal that it would supply; th~ 

greater part of its contents having been unfortunately lost, when our pack

hone ran off at starting from Tee-Footeyn. Almost all our horses had 

occasioned us much trouble by their wildness and want of training, except

ing one old one, which was stiff, nnd already beginning to look exhausted. 

The conduct of the Hantam boors in supplying me with such a set of ani ... 

mals. upon such an excursion. was certainly extremely reprehensible, and in 

the sequel proved not a little dis8Itrous to us. 
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CHAPTER Ill. 

t'ARTHEll. INTERVIEWS WITH THE BUSHMEN.-GAMKA RIVEn.-RA.RTE~ 

Bt::EST RIVER,-:PonSlmABLE CO'NDITlON OF A HORDE OF KORANNAS. 

-SUJo' Fl::ll1NGS FRO .\f THIRST AND FAMINE. 

'VI-: were convinced, from certain indications, that Bushmen were watch~ 

ing us from an adjoining height; nnd ere long a small pSlty were observed 

approaching in an open nnd pe:tceful manner. They consisted of one old 

mao. two womClI, and two children. The children appeared Jlealthy, and in 

good condition, hut the adults were miserable-looking creatures. The old 

man was cx.ce~dingly emaciated, and the skin of one of the women hung in 

loose folds from her sides like a piece of leather. They had come to beg 

tobacco, and Il small piece which we gave them seemed to render them quite 

happy. They readily entered into conversation with my Hottentots, but could 

furnish no sadsfacwry answers to our inquirie-s, in regard to the eXistence of 

water i.n the direction in which we were travelling. These poor creature. 

were at this time subsisting almost exclusively upon the Jarvre of ants, which 

they dig from the ground with a pointed stick, hardened in the fire, and 

loaded with a stone at the thick end. We saw many parts of the plains full 

2 I 2 
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of holl'S which they had made in scorch of thesc insects. Th('re ore t,,'o spe

cies of ants which they chiefly feed upon-one of n black, and the other of a 

white colour. The latter is considered by them Vl~ry palatable food, and is, 

from its appearance, cHlIed by the hoors .. Bushml'n's l·i l,.'C." This rice has an 

acid, aud not very unplea..;ant tnste, but it must require a great quantity to 

satisfy 11 hungry man. In DI'del' to fill the stomach, and perhaps to correct 

the too great ucidity· of this food. the BUshml'n cat along with it the gum 

of. the mimosa tl'Ce, which is merely a variety of gum arabic. 

While we \Vel'l~ cOIl\'Cl'sing with those people 1 observoo that the old man 

WfiS without the juiu! of one of his little fingers. On inquiring the cause, 

he said that his mot-her, havin~ lost all h('r previous olfspriug soon after 

birth, had cut off this joint to prevent the like misfortune happening to 

him, Such puerile superstitions seem to constitute all the religion of the 

Bushmen. 

Having refreshed ourselves and our famished horses, we proceeded 8 

little after mid-day. A strong north-east wind, the siroC('o of these regions, 

blew full in our faces, which it parched excessively; and the frequent appli

cation of a little fat, whkh 1 had kept for the purpose, iJut slightly re

lieved mc. Our way now layover a boundless plain. On our right was the 

range of the Kat's-kop hills; and on our left, and in f!'OlIt, one of those ex

tensive views peculiar to. the vicinity of the Great River. Speaking geoerally 

of the Bu!ihman country, between the Colony and the Gariep, it may be 

described as one great inclined plain. falling "cry gradually from the Nieuw. 

veld ridg~ of mountains to the banks of that rjv€r. 

About an hour after we 8tarted we fell in with a Bushman and his wife • 

• The {IIlciiity with which a strong and palatable acid Ulily be obtained from certain apecie. 
of &nw, i. not unknown in Europe. In Norway the peullIlb catch quaDtitie. (by pla~inR bol- . 
tleu balf fiUIld with w.ter in the ant.-hin.) which they afterwards boil up and ~iato:t'iaepr. 
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returning from a hunting excunion. He had been successful. and was 

carrying on hi~ back half of the earcaRe of a young gemsbok which he had 

slain with his poi50ned arrows. His wife was loaded with the remai~der, 

together with a Ettie child which sat upon her shoulders, with its leg!! 

hanging over her ho.'JOm, and holding itself on by her matted hail'. This 

load of provisions, and probably n hearty mp.al from their game as lioon as 

it was killed, had gil'en these people a comfortablf' and joyous appearance. 

The female appeared to me the prettiest Bushwoman I ever beheld. In 

spite of the prominent features of her race she might almost be called a 

beauty, with her dark eyes sparkling like brilliants from a happy laughing 

.countenance, and with a set of teeth as white as the finest ivory . . On ques

tioning them ahout the probability of finding water on our route, the hunter. 

llOinting to a certain part of the heavens. told us, that if we rode ho.rd, we 

shoulJ find water hy the time the moon Btood there. This indicated a 

distance of not lcs~ than fifty miles. Yet it was a consolation to know that 

we should find water c\'cn within that distance. Rewarding our informant 

with a hit of tobac(.'o, we pushed on with redoubled speed. 

~hout sunset I ventured. on the strength of the Bl1~hman's report, to 

divide, with my Hottentots, the bottle of brackish water we ha~ brought 

from the pit, in the bed of the Kat's-kop River. which proved, however, very 

inadequate to fefresh OUl' burning thirst. Hour after hour succeeded till 

midnight was past, and still the moon had not reached the situation pointed 

out by the Bushman. while our horses were ready to sink under us at the 

rate we travened. As we drew neal' the spot where we expected to find 

water, my guides, who usually kept a little ahead of me, requested me to 

ride in .close file with them. because Jions usually Jay in ambusp in such 

places, Dud were more apt to spring upon men when riding singly than in a 

clump tngether. ,\Ve had scarcely adopted this precaution when. we passed 
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",'itbin thirty pace~ of one of these formidable aJli~ He gazed at u. lOr 

a moment, and then lay down, couchant, while we paased on as fallt aJ poe

sible,_ not without looking frequently be~nd, wi.th feeliDgs of awe and appre

hension. We soon after reached the bed of the Gamka (or LioD's) River, 

but found it at thill place, to our sorrow, entirely dry. 'Ve were all ready 

to sink under the exertions we had this day made, and the thirst we had 

endured. Jacob, in particular, who was unwell, and had suffered much from 

the hard riding, repeatedly told us that he could hold out no longer, but 

wished to lie dOWJl and die. The dread, however, of heing devoured by 'he 

lions IIOW actt.'t.I 011 him as a SpUl' to exertion; ulld Witteooy and myself. 

knowing that our fate de'ppndl~ upon our gdtiug' water, continued to ur.gc 

aD our horses along the course of the river, most anxiously looking out for 

the pool the Bushman had told us of. In this way we pro<!eeded till two 

o'clock in the morning, and were almost despairing of Sllccess, when we at 

leDgth discovered the promised pool,-which, though thick with mud, Dnd 

defiled by the dung and mine of the wild heasL<;, WDS, nevertheless, a most 

grateful relief to us and our horses. We had been up since two o'clock on 

the preceding morning. had been on horscback above sixteen hours, and had 

tray.elled i~ that time a distance of fully eighty miles, the last stage of about 

si~ty entirely wjthout st-opping. Our condition, and that of our horses, may 

therefore be readil.y imagined to have been one uf great extmustion. Ex

treme fatigue bad, iode'ed, quite destroyed all appctite.-which, 811 we had not 

a morsel to eat, was no great disadvantage. Having fastened our hones to 

{l. . bush, we stretched ourselves 08 the earth near them. being too wearied 

to take the trouble of kindling a fire for the short space of the night that 

remained, ~ truliiog, that, if the lions .ditcOt"ued U8, they would prefCl' the 

borles to oUfI¢lns. 

1O.-W.e 'were . • waken~, : about day.~ by tee roar of . ,.Jiou ai'·a 
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little distance. but were not otherwise molested. The other difficultie! of 

our situation now engrossed 'all my thoughts. AU our horseS were eXCe5 M 

lively fagged by the severe thirst and great exertion! of the two preceding 

days. The old horse. indeed. exhibited strong symptoms of giving up alto--' 

gether. Jacob seemed to l.Jc in a plight equally precarious. We had not a 

morsel of provisions ' left. nor did we know when we should get any. 'Ve had 

calculated on finding game in plenty, but the great drought that had long 

prevailed in these regions had driven almost the whole of the wild animals to 

other quarters. \Ve, however, remained here till about mid-day to refresh 

our horses; we onrselves lying panting with empty I'Itomachs under the 

scorching sun. The Hottentots named this spot, significantly enough, 

.. Korte pens (empty paunch) station." 

We proceeded at an easy pace along the banks nf the river, which we 

found in mnny plnces covered with mimosas, the cCI'lain sign of a climate 

never 8ubject to any great severity of cold. This plant is never found on the 

more elevated tracts of Southern Africa. Passed a solitary conical hill, near 

the junction of the Gamka with the Hartebeest River, to which, in honour 

of a friend. I gave the name of RavenhiU. Several beds of torrents that must 

occasionally pour forth considerable streams, here join the Gamka. The 

country in ,general appeared excessively dry and batTen, though here and 

there were spots covered with withered grass. The soil was alternately sand 

and sharp calcareous gravel. Not a Hving creature was to be secn. 

About sunset we crossed the channel of the Gnmka, for the last time, 

our course now turning almost due north towards the Hartebeest River 

where we hoped to find water, and probably game. We proceeded at a very 

lagging pace, for some of our horses were lamed by the sharp flinty road, aDd 

the old one got. fairly fagged; so that we were at length reluctantly obliged 

to leave him. About nine o'clock, after a tedious ride of nine hours, during 
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which we had scarcely travelled thirty-five miles, we reached the fwd 

of the Hartebeest River. at a place called" Camel'. Mouth;" but. to our 

extreme chBb'Tin, found it pelfectly dry. We had no relK>urcc but to tie 

our horses to n tree; and, having made a fire, we stretched ourselves beside 

it. and sought consolation in sleep. During the night we were disturbed 

by -the hyamns, which came within a few yards. but did not venture to 

attack liS. 

11. - At dayhreak lUl'ned OUl' horses out to graze. 'Ve found our

selves in the hed of 11 river, which at some seasons must contain a stream of 

water of grt"at power and volume. It is, in fact, the channel through which 

all the waters of the norLhc1'D side of the Nicuwveld ponr tilemst-'lves. after 

the great thunder-storms, or periodical delugefi, into the GariC'p. How prc~ 

carious and unfrequent these deluges nrc, lIlay be surmised from the fact, 

that this river hOO not bel'" running for jive years. 

The banks were overhung with the umbrage of mimosa and willow~ 

trees, and numbers of doves and pigeons Were chirping and l:ooing among 

the branches. At another time I should have enjoyed such soothing 

sounds in u scene so lone and tramluil. At prcsC'nt. the J)rt's!;Ure of hunger 

awoke only mY.rcgret for having m'glt:cted to bring small shot, that, by that 

means, I might now have procured a breakfast of turtle--doves. Famine. altls! 

is too powerful (or poetic sentimentality. 

Our first care was to search for water, and we had the great satisfaction 

of discovering it at liD great distance, in a pit about ten feet deep. recently 

dug by the natives. It was very brack. indeed, but proved. nevertheless. a 

mOlt grateful relief to us. To assuage the cravings of hunger, our Hotten~ 

tots gathered and ate a little gum from the mimosa~tree!!J. I .also attempted 

to eat a small quantity. hut could not swallow it. 

'Witteboy then went out with his gun in .searcb of game; Jacob followed 

to look at\.er the honel which had .trayed to aome di8~ in quat of pa!~ 
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ture; and stnyed hehind to guard the baggage. 'Vhile I sat herc. musi ng 

in no Yery comfortable mood, two Korunntl s l'uddclI ly maul' t.heir Clppcnmncc, 

and l\'i thout hcsitatioll caine and sClItcd tl!clll sdves IJCsidc :lJl' . They were 

miscrable~look i ng beings, emaciated and lank, wit~1 the withered skin hang_ 

ing in folds UpOll thei r sides, while a hc lt hound tight round ct.u:h of' their 

bodies indi cnt(>t\ thnt tlll'Y were suffering, like myself, 1' .. 0 111 Inll g I'ri\'at ioll 

of food. I attempted tn lHakl' them ullllerstu lId hy ;;iglls that I WIiS ill wallt 

of provisiolls, aud woultl gladly pUl'ehusc sOllie ; III~t thl'Y only replied 

hy shaking theil' heads, !IIuJ poillting tl) th(~ "g-il-dk" <,I' I':UIlIIIl';' tied mUlld 

t.heil' hellies; nllil I anel'wnrds learn ed that till'} had I..I( .. t' ll suh"iHing 101' 

llIany days cntil'cly on gUill , 

In this situation we sat together fur upwurds or lWH hours, until nt Jength 

\Vitteboy mnde his nppearancc, h:adi llg till' (jhl horse tbnt w(> had left ~Oll) (' 

mi les IX'~lind th e pl'( "l'l'.~lin g: lIight., hut. wilh uut allY gallll', 11 (' immediately 

('ntered into conversation with t.\w 1\.ol'tm nns, 11111 cOII\1I team froill thl.' llI Clll ly 

the details of their own lIIisl' rnbll' situatiQIl. On UlTnllll1 of th e IIlH~ ('01lti

lined (I.'ought, the wild j.{ilIIiC had allUost cntin::lr dcsel"h,tI this qua l't el' of till' 

('ountr), ; the bulhs, also, had disappe:II'l't1 ; and tll( '), were I'l'du('cti to f:lI11ine . 

.Juc-ob SOOIl after returning with the horses, we sndd led up IIbout flin l' o'c1ol'k, 

ilnd left these poor K oran nas and the .. Camel's Mouth," filing nway in II 

melnnch~ly traili down the flry channel of the rivel'. \Vc took this path 

through n heavy sand. to sll\"e OUl' horst's' feet frolll the shArp flints which 

(;ovcl'cd the bank!l. 

After aoout un hour 's ride, we ('allle t.o :l spot IIl1n·h·d with the I'l'eent 

foot-print.! of the natives; Dnd, looking around U!', we saw two human 

beiflgs st:nted at a Iiltle distance undcr a mimosll. On approaching them, u 

picture of miscry prcscntl.'t1 itself. sllch us my ('yes had IIC\'cr before wit

nessed. Two KOI'OInnll women ",ere sitting on the ground entirely nuked i 

theil' eyes wCl'e fixed upon the earth, <lnd when we o.ddl'csscd them, one of 

them muttered some words in I'Cllly. hIlt. lookerl not lIJl on us. Theil' bodics 

'2 K 
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were wasted by famine to mere skin nud hOllc. One of them was alJparently 

fur nth-anced in years. The other was rather a. young woman, but a cripple. 

An infant lay in her naked lap. wasted like her.~t:M to a skeleton, which every 

now and then applied its little mouth alternately to the shrivelled breasts 

of its dying mothel', Before them stood a wooden vessel, contailling merely 

a few ~poonfuls of muddy wnter. By degrees the Hottentots ohtained for 

me nn explanation of this melancholy scene. These three unfortunate beings 

had heen thus left tO ,perish by their rdnti,'cs when fil/nine pressed sore upon 

the horde, hC(~aIlH~ they were helpless. and unahle to pl'o\'ide for themselves. 

A pot of water had been left wit.h them; and on this, and a little guru, tht,y 

had been for n ntunLer of days eking out a miserable existence. It s(>emed 

wonderful that they had so long escaped fallillg a prey to the wild heasts j 

hut it wos c,·idcnt that oue or two days more of famine would be sufficient to 

release them f!'Om all their earthly sufferings. 

My heart was moved with commiscrution for these dC!serted nnd dying 

creutures, hut I possessed no means of rel.ieving them. \Vc had looked for

ward with confidence to the relief of our own pressing wants on reaching the 

Kornnna hordes upon the Guriep; but if the others were in a similar ('ondi

I ion with tl105e we had seen, OUl' prospect was, indeed, n \'cry gloomy DIU'. 

Leaving with melancholy forebodings tJlis scene of misery, we continued our 

journey down the bed of the river. A little farther on, w,e found several 

mort' KOrnnllR women and children on the banks, in a condition not much 

hetter than those we had just left. The men belonging to the purty had 

heen absent several dnys in quest of game; aud had left them to subsist 

on gum till their return. From them, of course, we could procure no 

as~istance. 

From the long want of food, I now began to feci mYSt'lf so weak, that I 

t:ould with difficulty maintain an upright posture on horseback. The jolting 

of the horse seemed as if it would shake me to pieces. It struck ~e that I 
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would try the method which I saw adopted by the famishing KQrannns. and 

by my own Hottentots, of tying a band tightly round the body. I unlooscd 

my cravat, and employed it for this purposc, and had 110 S'1OUCI' done so, than 

I fouud great and immediate relief. W e continued travelling ill this mannf'l', 

sometimes in the bed of the river, sometimes along its ballk~, till about two 

o'clock. when we fOUlld the heat so overpowering, that we unsaddled at the 

foot of a conical hill. and turned the horses out tn gl'azc. Witkhoy and J 

then llscended the hill to look over the plain for game; and thinking we J~! r

ceived some at a distanee, we set off in pnrsuit, lea\'ing Jacoh in charge 01' 

the horses. I felt so wcak that I threw off my coat and wnistcoat. my gUll 

being a load more than sufficient for me. and was often obliged to rest hy 

the way. On reaching the spot where we thought we had fwen the ganl!!. 

we could perceive no living creature; so that either the animals had fled, 01' 

our eyes had deceived us. The latter was llrobahly the case, for the glare of 

light reflected fl'Clm the dry and cnlcareous gravel in the heat of the day, was 

almost enough to destroy my sight, and frequently dazzl ... d nnd deceived cvell 

tha.t of tlte I-Iottentob. 

After a weary trudge of a.bout two hours, we I'eturned with desponding 

hearts to Jacob; saddled lip onr horses, and again proceeded; hning be

stowed on this spot the name of" Hopeless Hill. " We runvcd slowly on till 

sunset, witho1J.t observing any game. or finding water. Passed the bed of a 

considerable branch of the Hartebeest River, which takes its rise, as my gllid~s 

informed me, about 20 or 80 miles to the westward, ncar some Inrgc salt

pan.. At eight o'dock, finding ourselves (lnite exhausted, though we had not 

travelled to-day above 25 miles, we ullsaddled in the lX'd of the river, tied our 

horses to a tree, and stretched ourselves au a bnnk of sand. Our rest, how

ever, was but indifferent,-disturbcd by cold. hunger, thirst, and the howl

ing of wild beasts. and by frightful dreams, produced by aU these afflictions 

combined. 

~ Ji. 2 
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12,-At dawn of clay awoke again to the full sens{~ of our distressed comti

tion. 'Vittdx,y 1IIId 1 imlllediately proceeded to 8n adjoining height to look out 

!tl!' gamc. \V c (:uuld see none; uut obscrn'd a porty of K01"1In:ms at 110 gl'C8t 

distance, to whom we immediately proccl,ued. There were about n dozen of 

them, young and old; und all in the same state of destitutioll as those "'C 

had last seen. They were subsisting pt'incipally upon gUlli, and had not a 

morsel of' any other food to give us. One of tilt' lll, howcver, led us to a pit 

which they had dug in' the ciLanL1('1 of' the river, wl]('I'(" with sOllie difficulty, 

we IlI'oelll'ed each of us a dl'all~ht of vcry hrack ''''akr; which, had as it 

wa .... SOIllt'what reli(!ved 0111' thirst. Our prosPCt'ls of ohtainillg: .. diet" wert~ 

now more than evcr dislwarteuing. \Ve had hwn three days Ciltil'dy without 

any food . except a littlc gum, which was, perhaps, even worse thall none; 

and for two duys previous to that, we had been Oil vcry short nUowanee, All 

. this time we had ueen travelling with ,"cry great oodily {'xC'l"tioll. J fcIt my

self dreadfully reduced, Rnd as wcak as au iofant. My pOOl' Hottentots 

looked like moving ghosts. Their gannt, hollow checks, alld c~'es sunk iu 

the sockt·ts, gave them a fl'ightfill asp'-'ct. .Tncoh wa!\ f>uffcring "ndel" illnC!t8 

as well as famioe. - yct neither of lhe pOOl" ti.'llows complained Illllch. 

J now proposed t.o kill olle of l.h~! horses to supply our lII'gellt wants. sillee 

the prospect of shooting game had become almost hopeless. ubd OUI' fruitless 

search for it had almost worn us out. Wittehoy, however, hl'ggcd earnestly 

that I would permit him to make another attempt with his gun, I agreed : 

hut before he set out, it was necessary to procure water for the horses. To 

effect this, we were ohliged to enlarge the pit. and dig a passage to it, in 

order to admit them one by one. \Ve had no oth,-,,' implement but a tortoise

shell; and with this we at length, with great difficulty, accomplished our ob~ 

ject. Witteboy then set off with his gun. accompanied by three or four of 

the Kot'annas, who were scarcely less anxious for .his succ.:ess than oUl'8Clves, 

-hoping to come in for a share ot' what he might kill. Jacob and I, mean-
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while. took up our statioll on the tOjJ of n sw1l1i hill, to watch the procecain,,"S 

of the huntcrs. An old Koranllo kept us eOJ npnny, from whom 1 nhtaiuro 

the followiug infol'wotion ,'cspect ing his tribe, through the interpretation of 

J I1(.'Ob. 

The Korallnu~ inhabiting the honks of the H artch('cst HiveI', nrc cll til'(:ly 

destitute of couh', lIlul 1i,'c pn'dsdy in the same IIUlIlllt' I ' a;, till" Bushmcn : 

that is, upon gallil'. w lu:1I the), l.'<lTl kill any, and UpOII su('h C'!'cuil'nl roots as til(' 

country product's; and wh en tht'sC rCSt')Urscl' fitil, titey snppOit Iile as well as 

they can upon ants, and gum, II l1d the twigs of a (''el'tain bu~h, They kill 

the gallic, in thc SlHlle nlflnn(',' as t he Uushlllt'n, hy poisoned arrows, and by 

pitfalls. wilh a sharp st ' lke fixed in Ihe L't-'nt l'{' . Thesc pit ,;: orc sn num~rous 

along the Imllks nnd bed of t he IIal'tehl.'('st )lj" er, t hat it is surp"isillg we 

(,!lcaped falling into sOltl e of them. At this timt', the ex trcme drought, by 

destroying all ,·cjtigc·,. of the c~t1iblc hulbs eWCI' th e smfac:c of the country. 

hud rcduced liles(' people to ('xtrt'Jllt' t.lcslitutioll , Tlwse Knral\lla~ ~urpass 

the Bushmen gt'lwrnlly ill statUl,(' , and dim .. r fmm thl~ 1II in langungt'. lI ud 

in SOllie utlll'r sli~ht particula rs. Hut tiS they appea l' fOI'llI(~ l'Iy to have po.~ ~ 

5Csscd cattle, likt· the rest of their natioll, aud to hnn' bc<-n rec:lutw to thit: 

precarious modc' uf life l.Iy being ' plundered by some of tJlt'il' nt: ighhours, their 

present situation eX.hibits the obvious process lly which the Bushman race 

have been originally driven back from the pastoral state to that of the hUllts~ 

man nnd rolJber, 
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CHAPTER IV. 

RETURN'" OF WITTEBOY WITH GAME. - VOUAC,TY 01" TH}o~ HOT'r E):TOTS. 

-ARRIVAL ON THE nANKS OF TH'F G.\Rmr. --H"Y..ENAS AND J-IONS.-

JOURNEY DOWN THE RIVER. - DA;';U OJ' KORANNA HUNTSl\IEN.

EXCURSION TO VIEW A REMARKADI. J:: WATEUFALL. 

THE tedious day wore on apace liS we thus sat ltllxiously waiting 

the return of \Vittt'boy, who, with hj~ party, had heen long hidden 

from our view by the undulations of the country. The old Korannn W8!S 

talkative and friendly in his way, and did his best to cntertnin me; some

times supplying me with a morsel of gUIIl to stllY my !'itomach. some

times !!lending a little girl to bring U~ water in an ostrich egg-shell . This 

water. though the best thl"y could procure, was so much impregnated with 

salt. that it seemed only to increase the thirst it was intended to relieve. The 

hot dry wind from the north-cast blew witheringly upon us.-parching up the 

lips till they cracked. a1ld relaxing our wasted frames to exceeding languor. I 

felt ()ppressed hy Il torpid lethargy, out tried in "Bin to escape from my cares 

by sleep; 8 horrible uigh~mare constantly invaded my slumbers, 811d soon 

awoke me. .Jacob wa~ still worse thaD myself, aDd seemed already almo!!t 

exanilOute. It was with much difficulty that I could rO\11C him up no", and 

then to interpret the qUCltions I put to the old Koranna. 
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Evening at length approached, and ~till the hunting purty nppeared not. 

The pangs of hunger prt.'ssl--d SOft· upon us, al1d OUI" Cluiy relief was to draw 

our" gird It's of famine " still tightcI' rollnd our hodies, I wistwd mm:h that 

I had pl'OvitiL'd myself with a pail' of dundy stays. which, in my prcs('nt cir

cumstances, would have been invaluabll', At lcugth, just as ti lt! sun was 

sinking lIIuler the horizon, we desL'l'il'd \VilteiJoy and his Knralllla fnllowcrs 

returning; und the silurp eyes of my (;omrades SUOIl discovcred that they 

WCI'C londl'li with flesh, As tllP)' npproachl'd, this joyful nl 'WS Ill'came eCI'· 

tain, A Zt~hra had heen shot, and each was co.r l'y ing a pie('(! of it for imme

diate consllmption , The KOI'IHwas, old and YOLlug. sprang Jill'th to Hlt'ct the 

hUlltSlllf ~ lI, skipping, dancing, alld shout;,,/{ j;'1/' joy, Jacob 1111(1 '. exhausted 

as we \\' l'!'{'. Wl'!'t! l'c8n illllltcd by tlll~ il' j ocund <'I'it's, and by the sight of so 

seasollahll' a I'l'Iid', to a Sl'nl'ot ~ of joy and gratitude. it'ss dUIIIOI'OUS, hut scarcely 

les!! illt (' Il ~C than that of thl'!it: halr~falllb.tJt'd savages, \\'e had now h('cn 

nearly 1''1111' days without fom!, alit! !Jut vcr)' ill supplied with bad hna.ckish 

watel', lIad \Vittd)(,y again litil('d of success ill hunting. WI;' lIIust hnve 

killt.>ti olle of Oil!' hlll'ses-a l'{'sOHrce which the Hottf' lltots Wt~rc even more 

unwilling than my~lf to resort to, 

'Vithout questiouillg' Wittt'boy how or where he killed the zebra. we all 

commenced !'OR!>lting and eating, In a short time 1 had picked several of 

his ribs. As tor the Hottentots, I do not exaggerate, wlil;'l1 I suy. that each 

of thCl1i had (!evollred eight pound" of meut within nn hour. and nn addi

tional allnwnllCC of thl't'c or four pounds more before tht'y slept. The Ko

rannas marched nfl' in a body to the plnce whcl'E~ the zelJl'a was shot, to least 

upon the ofl'ah., alid certain part!!. of the carcasc which we had allotted them, 

on the condition of their keeping careful watch over the remainder until we 

joined tht'1II in the morning. 

The sudden change in the appearance of my Hottentots this evening, after 

their hunger was assuaged. wns remarkable. Hope and happiness again rc-
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animait'll them, and that haggard and hOiTid appearance which had invested 

thl~il' visages, began to disappear. 80 voracious was thl'ir npJWtite, that [ 

really became apprt!hensivc they woiJld kill th(~rnsch'cs by I'(~ pll'tion: and in 

the middle of the night, when I ,I\voke, I IIgain found them eat.ing and sl1lok

i ng by tmns. 

We made our bi\'o1\(\c this llight upon the high bunk of the ri\'cr; for 

the K01'nnna~ }lad warned us not to sleep np;ain ill the ~hallncl where we lay 

the preceding nl'uing: that I~ing, as tll r)" said,- 1ih'l'n lly " the lion's path." 

Ollr new lodging was hut It hkak (1 Ul'. ,'Itt.' c:ould with diflicll ity coiled {iI'('_ 

wood sufficient to wal'm us; our couch was the U<1I,(' (Iinty g'n!\'cl; llnd the 

night wind WII S so t:hiIJ as to prevent us from sle('ping comJ()l'tahly, TIlt' 

moon also had deserted us, and we we'rc distul'bcd all night long by the 

hungry hya:mas howling around us, 

13.-We ~utldlcd up at all early hour. Jacob, notwithstRlHliug his ra

\'enous appetite the l)1'(~ccding evening, was so weak and stiff, that he could 

not rise without assistance. WI' got him, howevl'I', Oil horseback, antI pro

ceeded north-l'o~t auout senm wile", thl'Oug h n lnbyrillth of' low nJg~ed hills. 

sprinkled O\-Ct' with hush('s of the W"gl-n:lI-uee{je, ,\Vc JilUlld t/H' T'C th!' 

Korannas in charge of the 1'emains of the zebra. The heavy incursions 

made upon thc carcasc, nnd the exccPisil'e prntuherance of paunch now visi

hIe in these hungry guardians, evinced that they had made good usc of their 

time and their tl.>eth, \Ve savtd. however, the two hind·quarters and the 

head for our own usc, and without delay tied them upon our pack. horses, 

The Korannas were rewarded with the remainder. Our new acquaintance, 

well pleased with our generosity, would gladly have persuaded us to go in 

pursuit of a llt:! rd of zebras which we saw at no great distancc; hut having 

now as much lIleu.t us we could conveniently carry, it was a matter of too 

urgent impOI'tunce to get forward to the Gariep, and to prosecute the re

mainder of my excursion without delay, to admit of wasting our time 'and 
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strength in hunting fi)r the natives, whose dest itute condition we could Jlllt 

pcl'moncnl1y rdieve, even if !'uccl.'ssful. 

\Ve made the hest of our way. thercfol'c, towards the Gal'icp. which WI' 

I't~nched tu our gl'l'ut sntisfact ion. in about a l'ollplc of hour:" After sll (fCI'illg 

so severely as we had dOlle, from the want flf wuler, what a glorious 011-

jed did thi:. ri\'cr appear, flowing in n majest ic sll'(~um. decp and rapid . antI 

500 ),on1., ill brl.'adth ~ 'VI.' hurried dow II to the ('hannel, and plunged U\U' 

hands and Int'Cs illt./J the cooling waters, and nt lenl-:,rt h assull1,"t'd 11 thir~t 

which the briny wel ls ()f the Korallnas seemed I1t every draught to increase, 

'Vc tlwn tllrnC'd 0111' horses out to ,'cfl'csh thelllseh·cs on the hedmgc along- the 

-banks, while we t'w ploycd oUl'selves under the shade of the willows, in cut.

ting up our z£'hra fll'sh into thin slices. to dry in the Stili, Having now nhun

dane£' of lIIeat. ami n whole rin.'1' of fresh watcl" we made a lll'inct-ly fcnst. 

though without l'itlll'l' salt. or sallee, 01' any salt of \'egctahI(', '''t' fuund the 

:.:t:I,,'a flesh !'iw('d alHl good; yet it ll CV('l' seellled somchow suffl('il.'ll tly to 

~atisfy OUI' hUn~l~l',-and we hnd scarcely fwished one mcal, before we 1'0\1:\'\ 

(Iurs<'ln's rcady for 811othel'. 

It was I'clIl:ll 'knble, that tinring the pcl'iod (If 0111' recent sufferings fl'UlII 

hunger and thirst. Illy imagination, both slceping' anel awake, WIIS continually 

conjuring up nil lIl&pnt!r of dainties, and delicious hrouks of limpid water. 

Now that we lind plenty of flesh, it seemed to me as if br(.'nd alone could 

satisfy me, 

Onr horst's were so much knocked up by wnnt of wnter, bad pflsturng(', 

and flinty ronds, that they required Test nlld rt'frestllllcnt not less than our

selves, \Vc resolved. thcrefol'l.'. to r('lliain here till Ill'xt day lit 110011, 

Alter all our privations, it W[lS no slight sntisfadion to me', to hU\'e so 

for accomplished one of tire ol~t:'cts of Illy jounwy, I had I'l'acheti the h.mks 

of the Gariep by n route never taken lwforc by nny lravdlt:r. and had been 

cnnNcd to Ildd to t_he map of South Afri ca, t.he distindh'c features of the 

21. 
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intel'fJjediute ~"t·gion. which, dreary and desolate though it lx', is not without 

a strong intcrl'Sl ill 111(' eyes hoth of the naturnlbt and the }lhilunthl'Opist. 

The Guric!, II1USt pour into the ocean a mighty \'olllm(~ of WilleI' at certain 

seasons. At this period it \VIIS at its lowest ebb, alld only ahout 500 yards 

in breadth; but the lltlluerous vestiges of its overflowings extended over each 

bank at least a mile from the margin of the water, and at SOllie Illaces to 

three or foul' times that distance. At the spot where we hud readll'd it, and 

for 11 considerable way downwards, its coul'se was nearly uorth-wl'st. On 

the opposite bunk n ridJ.,"C of mountains fUllS parallel with the I'iv(;!r. This 

ridge, as I have ascertaiued, uccompanics its COlll'~c /i,(1I11 H little hdow Gri

<Jua Town almost to the OCN!Il, 11 di"t:mcc uf neurly 50(1 will's : I ha\'c called. 

it the Garicpine wlIlls. At no great di stance above Olll' prcsellt station, :1 

curious rapid is said to be formed. hy the llppl'Onch of this Garil'pilll~ wall to 

the ridge called the Duke of York's mountains. At that plan' the river, fOl'(,

ing its passage he tween the hills, is to a considerable extent arched over Ly 

an immense cliff. sus]><'ntit'd between tw o rocks. The rom of the waters 

rushing through this narrow gateway, was distinctly heul'd by \IS at a distance 

of wUIlY miles. But duril1g the semon, when the l'i"l' r is SWOlll'lI to it.s full 

height, the ~cne lllust be infinitely Hiore imposing j and til(! iIlIllH~ II !')e collec

tion of wuters above the rapid, then slll'eadiug ont into II noble lake. studclt'd 

with islands. must he a mngllificcnt ol~ect to the lone dWl'lIers in the wilder

ness. Tht.' (jarit,p is suhject at aU times to \'Cry sudden rising!', oecasionf>t1 

by heavy rains in tht, upper part of its course, and on this account the na

tives are cautious not to sleep too near the margin of the stream. V.'c had 

ventured this evening, howcvcr, to mnh our bimuac even in the channel of 

the river. for the sake of more ('asy access to the water. About midnight. 

we were suddenly awakened hy a loud roaring ... like the voice of lOnny wa~ 

ters" rushing down upon us. We started up in a terrible fright, and ran to 

our horses, thinking the floods. with all their" ",'ater-kelpie8," were come to 
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sweep us off to the ocean: when 10 ~ the sound died away in distance, aud 

wnll "heard no mure, \ Ve then concluded that it was tbe mar of the rapid, 

home down to us by u. sudden gust of wind. and ventured t o l'tturn to 

ou r couch of saud, where we slept undisturbed th rough th e rest of the 

nig ht. 

14.-A Ii ttl!! helore dayhreak we lutlU:"'f.i fln t ou r horses to gl"aZ(', IX'iug 

nnx ious to refr(,sh thl' llI as much as possible beforc we ngein started, They 

had Hul heen long at lurge, hc:: forc we heard the hung ry howl of the hY":'I1:"I. 

and presently fOil I ' of thc horses came up to our fire at full gaUo]), as if 

dniming ollr protedioll . " ' e illstantly seized OUI' gUllS <lnd ran to t he 

~escue or the remain ing horse, and found bim beset in a <-'Ol'Ilcr of the 

.th icket hy a ft' I'uc iolis tiger. wolf ( ill/leila UDell/a, ) who was attempting to 

hrpnk in upon him, \ -Vc soon put to fl ight the hy-ena, and brought on" 
our poor olt! haek, tn'mlliing all over like a ll nspen. 

" '(: Im:o kfastL-d th i"~ lIloruing on the zebra's head, which we hatl buriell 

the preccding night in the hot cml)€l's. W e then I'c}luir('(i thc wear aud 

tenr of 0 111' ridin~ w'nl', packcd up our dl'ied meat, and got ready to start 

utKlUt noo!!, hflving, ItS we concejved. now tolcmhly recruited ourselves, 

and our steeds, I ohservcd a variety of hiI'd, at this placC', viz. herons. 

wntcr*hcns, wild geese, dh·crs. thrL'C sorts of crows, several species of ha.wks 

alld vultures, two svecics of swallows, three of pigeons, and a variely of 

finches and other sl1lnH hirds. Thf! crows were cxlrelll c!y familial', coming 

within a few llnccs (If U!.l , and picking up the bones we threw to thelll . 

The smallel' bil"dg ahm appeared. from their falnilinrity, to be very little an

noyed by mankind. \Ve observed no nati\'c!!., nor IIny traces of t hem in 

thi~ vicinity. 

About two o'clock we left. .runction Station, as 1 had called it, in re

ference tC"l the confluence of the Hartebeest with the Gnriep. The dry 

channd of the former river, which we sonn nfter crossed, was here of vast 

2L~ 
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tent, manifesting the gigantic force and magnitude of this torrent of 

the desert wben it is in fl~. We found the banks of the Gariep, as we 

proceeded dowDwa 

thickets, that it 

, so closely beset with mimosa and willow groVe8 and 

extremely difficult to get access to the water. A. 

we rode aloag, a:herd of koodoos, which had been down to drink, bounded 

past us froIJ) the , but too suddenly to enable us to fire with effect 

at them.- At ~ paths, made by the wild game through the jungle 

in re$OrtiDg' to .ll . at the rivers" the lion very frequently lies in wait. 

in order to spritJg uddenly upon his prey. Such places are, consequently, 

~culiarly ;dangerOus, 'of which ~y H~tentots this evening oiJtain"!d sufficient 

demonstration. e had unsaddled on the bank. and \vitteboy and Jaco~ 

had proceeded ' ith the hortes down to the water, when a lion suddenly 
• 

made a sprinJ ODe of them, but mi ing him walked off, (8 that animal 

generally cines in ncb ci ltaDces.) without making a second attempt. 

The R 'hUrried back' in terror, and we lost no time in tying up 

t'he bor8iei, 8 cS: . ' ting a large 1ir.e to protect them and ourselves from 

this' powerl'al and insidious -enemy. We experienced, during die night, no 

farther di turbance.. • 

1 .~ntiued · OUT jeurReY at ~aybreak. The views we occasionally 

caugbt of:the nv' from the riaiug grounds on its ba , ere very mag-

~ . age.of the wiu.nv along the mar,' the thickets, 

or of m treeI, ' ing for at t a JJriJe on either 

parched-up and hills out of 

our faces; and 

OOUIDe GC the river, car· 





n .... Nn 01; Kon .... NN .... HUNTSMEN, 261 

rying thc loosc sand IIn(i witlH'l'cd wrack of till' hanks along with g('(~al 

violcncc. lYe ('ollt;l)lI('d looldllg' O\lt vcry allxioll~ly lin' the Ilatin.·~, find 

felt Jlot a lillie surpl'i~ed thnt we had yt~t mel with none, \Vc saw lIIany 

of the pitlillis dug hy the]11 fut' cll!<ollal'ing the lal'~t.!1' gatll( ~ . and sOIlJctimcs 

with diflieult.y avoidl'd falling into thelll, The thurny ItHl7.l'S of till' hanks. 

Dnd the nlggl'll naturc of tht! adj,u.:cnl conntry, alike itnpt!{ktl us, All our 

hOl'ses ~ti l\ exhibited ~YItIJlt(lIllS of great exhaustion. alld sOllie or till'HI had 

beCOIllC Ijuite In WI! by WOlllldillg tht!il' fel'l in the sllJIIY paths, \Vt! JlI'lI. 

cCl't\ed, tlwn'filn" hut slowly, 

'VI.;' had III)W ad\'alU:ed nl1O\lt filly miles dOWEl the 1'1\'(;'1' without having 

met a sing:lc nati\'(.'; and knowillg that ib hallks arc fill' 1II00'C densdy inha

hited tlwu any othn part of the Bushmull 01' Kontllna country. alld ohserv

ing nlso, Illilny of tllI'ir I\w('\linl!s J'l't'cntly dt'sertcd, Wt' could 1I0t accoullt for 

the nppan'lIt ahnllllOllllll'nt of this fh\'()lll'itl' r('~iol1 hy its inlmhitallls, At 

kngth, ill tht~ course or t.his li)]' t'1l0(l1l, as WI! w~'n' cl'Ilssin!.:' a IIt 'f'P I't'Ct'S':i dose 

to th(~ IlIlirgin of the l'i\TI', we t::.Ullt' suddenly upun a p;lrt.y of a :J1H1t thirty 

KOl'UlllIllS. seat('t1 under t.h(' shadl~ of the wood. OUI' 111':4 S('lIsat iull was that 

of li\'e!y pleaslIre lit ]'(-'gaining tilt, socidy of a peaceful and fri,'udly l'ut.:e ')f 

II1cn, (ti)]' (lUI' jourm'Y li'ow the CeJlon)' had beel! Imt a dn:lll')' ont:;) but our 

joy was slllldl'nly t:hccked, by sccing th(~ KOI':UlIl:lS, the instant thcy Uhst'l'ved 

liS. staft 011 theil' f('ct, 111111 fly to their arJllS; 1111(1 I CXlwct(~d the next moment 

a showl'r of poi~oTled al'l'ows to lie pm{r~'d in lIJlOII us, But \Vittd)oy, with 

great pl'('sellt:t.! of mind, threw hilllH,lf froll! horseilnd;:, fl\lll~ dowli his gun. 

and ran towards them with eXh~lHl('d arllls~t:allil1g out in their own dialect, 

that we were fril'lJ(ls, This imtantly IlI'0ught them to n padey. :.IIIt! WI:! soon 

shook hUllds tCl!-.>'Cthl'l' with mutual i>utislactioll, \ ,\'{' now learneil that the 

cause of t1Jl~ir :llal'lll at our appearuncc was the couduct of the NaulUlIlI:t 1'011-

ber Ardenner, wlio, with a strong purty of runaway slaves and hastaal'ds, 

kccps the whole of the adjoining trihes in ll'rror, and has alrcudy reduced 

thc greatcr part (,f them to destitutioll , hy plundcring them of t.hei r flot.:ks 
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and hcnls, On first seeing us, this party took us for some of Africane1'\, 

band, Ilnd had determined to rcsist to the uttermost. Their krnal. with the 

cattle, women. and children, was on the oppo~ite side of the river. 80 that we 

could nt.~ither procure milk nor allY other refreshment from thl'tn. They had 

crossed the river merely for the sake of hUllting. 

As soon as we came to a friendly understanding with these peol.le, I 

made iUfluiries respecting n great cutaract which I 11ad b{'cn inti.lI'lllcd existed 

ill this vicinity, To my high satisfaction, 1 SO(lil ascertained that it was not 

ahovc seven or eight miles down the river; nud as mid-day was scarcely 

passed, 1 determined to vi!oit it immediately, and rpturn to the Koranna 

camp to spend the night. Lenving (Jur two weukl..'st hOrS{'5, therefore. I set 

out. with \ViUeboy and fl\'e of the KOl'annas whom I en~ag('d to accompany 

us on foot. As we approached the fall the sound Ix'gnu to rise upon our cars 

like distant thunder, It was still, howe\'er, a work of some cxertion to rcach 

the flpot. from which we were dh' idcd hy n part of the river, nHd heyond that 

by n tract of wild woodland. sen'ral miles in extent. The main and middle 

hranch of the Gariep, which forms the cataract, traverses a sort of island of 

lal'gc extent, covered with rOl~ks and thil'kNs, and cnyil'one<i on nIl side3 by 

3treams of water. I-I1I\'ing crossed tl:c southern branch, which at this season 

is but an inconsidernble creek. we continued to follow the KonulJlRs for ren

ra1 miles through the dense Ilcacia forests, while the thundering sound of 

the catarRct increased at every step. At length we reached a ridge of rocks., 

and found it necessary to dismount and follow our guides on foot. It seemed 

88 we were now entering the untrodden vestibule of one of Nature's most 

sublime temples, and the untutored savages who guided us, evinced by the 

awe and circumspection with which they trod, that they were not altogether 

uninfluenced by the genius /oc;, They repeatedly requested me to keep be~ 

hind, and follow them lIoftly, for the precipices were dangerous for the feet . of 

roeD.-aDd the sight and sound of the cataract were 110 fearful, that theythcm

ae1~e8 regarded the place with awe, and ventund but seldom to visit it. 
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At length the whole of them hultcd., and desirp.d me to do the same. One of 

them stepped forward to the brink of the precipice, Rn(l having looked ..:au

tiously over. heckone(l me to advance. 1 did so, aud wittl~ssed n curious and 

striking scene; but it was not yet the waterfall. It. was a rapid jill'med by 

allnost the whole volume of the river, compressed into II narrow channel of 

not more than fifty YUl'dll in breadt.h. wheTlce it descended at un angle of 

nearly 45n, and rushing tumultuously through a bla(:k and crookl'd chasm. 

among the rocks, of frightful depth, escaped in a torrent of f08111 . My swar

thy guides. although this was unquest.ionably the fil'st t ime that they had ever 

led a traveller to view the remarkable scenery of their country, evinced a de

gree of tact as Ciarolli, as w<.'ll ns Illltul'al feding of the pic:turcsquc, that 

equally pleased and s\lI'prised llLe. Tloving forewartH'd me that this was not 

yet the wakrlhll. they now pio11et'red the way for about a mae Ii.uther along 

the rocks. sOllle of them kl't'pin~ ncar, and continllully eautioning me to l<Jok 

to my feel. as 1\ single false sh'p might precipitalt! lIl e into the raging abyss 

of waters, - the tumult of which seemed to shake C\'l'1! the snlid rocks around 

us. At length we halted as hefore. and the m~xt lIIoJJlcnl I was lcd to a 1,ro

jecting rock. whel'C a sccne hnrst UpOIl m(', fill' surpassillg my most !'anguinc 

expectations. The whole watel' of the rivcr (CX( ~c.'Jlt what t'S('UlICS by the 

subsidiary chahnel we had crossed, lind hy n similaJ' one 011 til e nort.h side,) 

heing prcvioul'ly confined to a bed ofscat'C'l'iy one hundred fed in hreadth, de

scends at once in n magnificelltenscade of fully fom hunt!red fed ill height. I 

stood upon l\ cliff ncarl)' level with the top of the fall, aud directi.v in front of 

it. The beums of the c\'cning sun [t'U filii upon the cascadt\ alld oct:nsioncd 

a most splendid rainbow; while the vapoury mists arisi ng from the broken 

wllters, the bright green wood~ which hung from the sun'mmding cliffs, the 

astounding rO;l,1' of the waterfall, and the tumultuous boiling and whirling of 

the str~a lll helow, striving to escnpe along its d('t'p, dark, lind narrow path. 

fUl"med altogether a cumbination of ocuut)' and grandeur, such as I never he

fore witnessed. As 1 gozed on this stupendons scene, I felt Ill' if ill 11 dl't'lllll. 
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The sublimity of Nature drowned aU appreben on of d nger; and after a 

short pa • I hastily Jeft the spot where I toud, to gain 8 nearer view &9fD a 

cliff that more immediat impended ov the foaming gulf. I had ju t reached 

this station, hen I 'felt myself grasped all at once by font Korannas, who 

simultaneously seized bold of me by the arm and legs. M fint impresUOn 

was, that tl,ey were going to hurl me over the precipice; but it 88 a me· 

mentary thought, aod it roup the friendly savages. They are them lves 

a timid race; and they ere alarmed, lest my temerity bould lead me into 

danger. They hurried me back: froio the brink, and then explained tbE'ir mo

tive, and a ked my forgiveness. I was not ungrateful for their care, though 

somewhat annoyed b their ,,1ft 'muD .• I returned to my tation to take a • 

sketch of the ene, but my attempt wa far too hurried, and too unworthy of 

its object, to please myself, or to be presented to the reader. The character 

of the whole of the urrounding scenery, full of rocks, cavern. and pathless 

oods, and the desolate aspect of the Gariepine mountains beyond, accorded 

wen with the wild grandeur of the waterfall, and impressed me with feelings 

never to be effaced. 

The river, after pouring itself out in this beautiful cascade, rushes along 

in a narrow chasm or canal, of about two miles in length, and nearly five 

hundred feet in depth, apparently worn in the solid rock, in the coune of 

ages, by the fOt'Ce of the cUI'l'ent. 

In ihe UfDmer season, hen the river j in flood, the fall mutt be m.;; 

finitely more magnificent; but it is probably, at that &e8IOD, altogether in8C

OM_Ie' for it i evident, that the mass of waten, unable to eaeape by th' 

n pour them Ives out in mighty streams by be two bsittiary 

hieb ere DO almost dry t and at the IIUDC time overOo uIy 

of t land eeu tb forms, 

JIUllDIld fC 
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ulong the banks. The hippnpotami are numerous in many paru of this 

rin~r, and are occasionally caught by the natives, hy means of huge pitfalli 

dug in the paths frequented by theUl~ whell they issue from thl~ floods by 

n' ght, to browse on the wooded banks. The capture of one of those enor

mous animals mUit be an eveDt of jubilee and rf'joicing to 8 whole horde of 

hruf-starved BWlhmen or KoranDas, 8ufficient to banish hunger and heavi. 

ness for weeks to come. The hippopotamus. though timid on bhorc, is solDe

·times a dangerous antagonist in the water. In the pail'ing season, especially, 

the natives dread much to encounter him in crossing the dver. Mr. Moffat 

informed me, that once when he was passillg Read's Drift, a Hottelltot of bh; 

party was bit in two hy One of those tnonslrou!I animals.- I learnt.'<i from 

these people, that the Kuruman River, which rises ill the BcclnlUna country, 

joins the Gal·jep a little lJclow King George's Cataract; Lut that in the lower 

part of its course it is often dry for years together, like the Hartebeest tor

rent. on the southern side. 

Being now somewhat tired of zebra's flesh, I endeavoured to obtain u 

little va.riety by bartering some of it with ~he Korannas for n lliece of dried 

gemsbok; hut the exchange was fur from improving our fare.- tht., gt"JDslmk was 

so tough that I preferred the zebra. Jacob, who had now suffidt'lltly reco

vered. his strength and spirits to crack a joke, observed, that if we liV{'d 

.uch longer in this way; ·ea.ting zebra to zebra., we should in tillle grow 

#r'iptd. This' was considered good wit by the beau 1lI01we of the Garicpinc 

banks. Witteboy and the Korannwdaughed heartily at Jacob's jt:1.I. d'esprit, 

nor was I 110 fal!!ltidious as to n>f'usc joining in their 8lmple merriment. 

I6.-This morning was ushered in by the signs of an approaching thun. 

der-storm. On this account. and al90 further to recruit our borses~ we re6Olv-

• "I'he figure in the ·.-ipette i. copied from a dmDag ef • 100111 lrippopot:uinu; HfteJMid 
UlpoD .l:l~ Occuion. 
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ed to spend another day with the Korllnnas. Like them, we took r'cfugc 

from the coming tempest. and the deluge of rain which we expected wif.h it, 

under the thickt.-st foliage of the large willow·trees. A few days before, 

on the Hartebeest -River, we should have been most grateful for a hearty 

drenching; now we rejoiced when a change of wind carried off the lowering 

clouds in a different direction, to refresh, probably, some distant spot of the 

thirsty wildernL'Ss. 

At noon I bathed in the river, and fount! myself greatly refreshed by it. 

On examining the banks, I observed with regret, the impracticability of lead~ 

ing out the water for irrigating the adjoining lands by dams and ditches,-the 

usual nnd only method of cultivating the soil in the interior of Southern 

Africa. The great elevation of the banks above the ordinary channel of the 

stream, along the whole course of the Garicp, ~o far as I have surveyed it, 

seems to preclude all prospect of success in any scheme of this sort-, UIKlD the 

plan commonly practised; but whether advantage might not be taken of 

its nntural O\·crllowingif to effect in some measure the same object, or whe

ther some simple machinery, similar to the Egyptian wheel, might not be 

here successfulJy employed in irrigation, 1 do not feel competent to decidl". 

It is n problem. in all appearance, Dot likely soon to be solved.· 

In the cour~e of the day I prevailed upon some of the Koraonu, by a 

!'Imall p1"C!«!nt, to swim across the river, in order to hring me a supply of milk. 

from their kraal. They returned in the evening with a wooden vessel fiDed 

with sour milk, which I divided with my Hottentots, and after our taste

less fare of dried ~ebra-aesb. we considered it a very delicious treat . 

• The inhabitants of Griqua Town, under the direction of the MiuionnricJ, have, however, 
I undel'1tllnd, lately undertaken to i(!ad out the watl'f11 of tli" Gllriep for irrigation in the 
ordinary manner near their chief settlement. Not having teeD the .pot fixed upon, 1 an form 
no opinion in reprd to in pncticability: but the attempt i. at an events highly creditaWe 

to 'helt enterprile. 
2 .. 2 
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None of the tl'ibes of' Southern Africa, either in the interior, or on the 

coast, ha,'e nny t.hing in the !\hape of 0 CUllOe or boot. The method they 

mlopt for passing II. large river, and which 1 now saw practifolCd. is \'('ry simple, 

Each man hos a beam of wood with a l){'g at OTle end: grasJling the peg 

with one hand. he sits astride. or lays himself flnt upon his log. nud paddles 

himself against the stream with his feet and other hand. This is a very 

inor·tificial contrivance, but it seems sufficient for e,'cry pm'pose I'('quirl'd by 

these indolent childrt..'n (If nature, 

During thl' courSt! of the day 1 had much conversat.ion with some of the 

most intelligent of the party with whom we were now associated, \Vitte),.,y 

and Jacob acting as intcr}>n:ters, The following is n hrief cJlitlllne of the 

information I obtained on this amI other' occasions, respecting the Koranna 

tribe 01' nation . 

The Komnnas arc n race of purl." Hottentots, who have attached them~ 

selves to the \'idnagc of the Great Hiver, and from whose prillcipal hranches 

they seldom or never emigrate to Rny eonsidcrahle distanci". They are fhmul 

along the whole conrse of the river, from the spot where I now Wll~. upwnrcls 

towards its sonrc'Cs, as far as it has yd been explored by Europeans. ThC'y 

arc divided into a grea.t number of independent. clans, or kraals. as they are 

termed in the Colonial phraseology, Thc party 1 was now with enumerated 

above thirty of these. who. in thcir own languagr, are di5tinguished by diff{'r~ 

ent appellations. indicative of some peculiarity in thc materials of their dress, 

or mode of suhsistem:e, A chief or cA.))tain presidt,s over each clan or kranl , 

being usnally the person of greatest property; hut his authority is extremely 

limited. and only obeyed so faT as it meets the general approbation. 'Vhm 

ancient usages are not in the way, every man seems to act as is right in his 

own eyes, ;rtiey are a pastoral people, and some of their kraals pOSSCSII large 

'herds of cattle, and also lIome sheep and gOats. Their flock. of the ·latter. 

however. are not numerous, though they. thrive remarkably well, and ';ttain 
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animosity. on account of their continual depredations on thdr flock' (lnd 

herds. Their wars with the Bushmen are said to he prosecuted with such 

rnm.'Our. that quarter is seldom giyen on either side, either to old or young. 

The weapons of both these tribes are similar,-only those of the Karaona. nre 

superior in !;ize and workmanship, and their poiwncd arrows are occnsionally 

feathered. 

Their only manufacture. besides their msb. arms, and dress, consists of 

some coal's~ (~arthenwnre, and n few wooden vessels carved with much 

Inoour out of solid I)locks of wood. Their kniveli and hatchets nre purchased 

either from the Bcchuanns 01' the Boors. for they do not work in iron. 

The KoranDa wOlllen hn\-e fleldom 1I10t'C than four or five children. If 

thE'Y happen to have twins, (an event which rarely occurs,) olle of them is 

destroyed in the same manner a~ with the Bushmen. 

The disgusting marriage ceremony which KolI.M!n says was practi"ct! 

among the colonial Hottentots in former times, has lIO existent't! swong tht: 

Korannas; but a sort of aspersion with" holy water," such as he dcscrihes. 

is said actually to take place when the young mcn attain the age of puberfY, 

and this custom probably gave rise to Kolben's story. 'The ollly 1Il3lTiagc' 

ceremony among the Korannas, that 1 could hear of, consists of II fC3SL gi\' (' 11 

by the bridegroom. and by the relatives of the bride, to aU the kraal. if their 

wealth is sufficient to admit of it. They are fond uf fe"tivity. though rathel' 

averse to slaughter their cattle, except on great occasions; living mually 011 

the milk alone, with the aid of wild roots. and the game they kill ' in hunting. 

They are fond of singing and dancing by moonlight. and of .amu,png each 

other by relating fictitious adventures around their evening fires. Like all 

the other South African tribes, the Koranoaa possess the art of making a 

very intoxicating sort of mead or hydromel. by fermenting it . with the juice 

of a certain root, of which, however, 1 was unable to procuJ:e an,. specimen. 

Some of the colonial Hottentots poueH this lecrel, aDd ~uenay ~1l por~ 
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tiona of the fermenting substance to the farmers for 8 large allowance of 

spirits or toh'\Cco. The (:nriepine tribes do not, howt'vel', appear to have the 

means IIf frequently indulging to excess in this inebriating hevernge. 

The Korannas are very subject to consumption, (as, indt!Cd, al'e fill the 

Hottentot tribal.) and more partiCUlarly to a discas/,' called the lJlood~fcver, 

which carries off great numbers of them. This distl'mp"r is thought by 

SOllle to be owing to their frequent and sl1·jden immersiuns in thl'il' favourite 

dyer. when tht:y retUl'n profusely perspiring from the chase. By otht'rs it 

is ascribed to the unwholesome qualities of the water at certain seasuns. It 

genernlly breaks outwardly ill boils;n somc parts of the hody. and, iu this 

C;,ose. they make an incision round the part, and apply, 'with stlccess, the guU 

and fat of some animals. But if it breaks inwardly, theJ'C is no remedy, and . 
the patient di es. 'rbis fever is confined to the banks of the Gariep, and 

rages with the gl'eatest virulence in the month!\ of FeLruary and March, 

}o~or cuti' nod Lruiscs they usc the leaves of the buku, and one or two other 

plants, with good cll'ccl. 

They have no rcligiou~ ceremonies, and but very f~int ideas of any state 

of futurity. Some of them say, that th(~y had a tradition from their fc.re

fathers. that after death the spirits of men ascended. through n narrow 

gate in the clouds, into another world; where tlley existed after desth, but 

that few put any fuith-in thi.., tradition . But. all allowed, thAt until the mis

sionaries came among them, they had no clear idea of a supreme God, nor of 

R state of future rewards or punishments. 

They are much addicted to a miseh:e\'olls sort of witchcraft, or sorcery. 

somewhat similar to thot of the ('ulfer tribes, by means of which they often 

grievously torment each other; and sOIDf.'limel'J, as it is said. rcsort to worse 

than ima~inary cha·:m~. nnd deal in philtres ftnd puisons. 

Tht'ir method of iou-rment j !l the same as thnt peculiar to the nther Hot

tentot tribes,-with the exception, pel'hap.of the HU!'Ihmen. They first dig 

a grave in the usual form" llud then excavate n recess in the one side of it, 
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into which the corpse is introduced. wrapped in the carOSIe which the iudi~ 

vidual wore when livil?g. : The vacaDCY is then filled up with large stoneS . . 
and earth, to protect the body from the hy~nB8 . . 

The Koranna clans, on the. up~r part of the Gariep and -its brandIes, an

al! ill amity or alliance with the Griquas, with whom they comhine agaiu5t 

the Bushmen, who arc rt'gnrded as the Ishmaclites of Southern Afdell, 

Through this conncxion !lome of them have become possessed of fire arms. 

Some claus, also, a rc in strict alliance wilh the Matclhupce tlihe of Dt.'Chuanas, 

aod have frequent intcflilarriages with them. Th~c low~r dowII the rh'cr 

have, of latc years, suffcrL-'f.l very ~verely from the depredations of the 

robber Arrienner, and ot.hor banditti who now swarm along the bankli of the 

Gariep, and many krunls have been enti rely deprived of their cattle. ]11 

this condition they arc more destitute even than the Bushml'n thellt sch·l's ; 

far though the poorer dass of Korannas are accustomed at all times to li\·c 

partly by hunting, and on insects and ·wild rootll, they seem to have less 

ingenuity and perseveraDce in tbe pursuit of those precarions mean8 of SilL. 

silllence. than the cl'afty land enterpri&iug sons of the desert, who depend UII 

110 other resources; and they are, consequently, reduced, in seasons of 

scarcity, to the extremity of misery. as has already been shown ill the 

deacription of thotle whom we found on the Hortebeest River. It toU!!!t, 

howe,·er, be allowed, that in the diggi.ng of pitful" for the Hippopotami. and 

4?thcr large animab. the Korannll8 display a degree of industry and per. 

severance, (coDtiidering their imp1emeDu.) not leSI remarkable than the. 

~~hmen •. and little to be expected from the general indolence of their 

dPpooition. 
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entire stone. In front, and t.o the l~ft. the houndless desert plain then 

again stretched itself before us; while on the right the rugged Gari('

pine ridge. skirted by the river and its woody banks. cx tendt'd to th('! 

westward as far liS the eye could, reach. As we advanced, the COUIl

try near the river became so rugged and inaccessjble, that my guides 

considered it requisite to hend our course more to the south-w("st, with 

the view of falling in again ,with the Gariep at ,Pella, II Mis.o;ionary station 

in the NOlUl1qua coun try, about ,two days' journey below this. At that 

place we calculated on obtnining every necessary l'efreshment to l'Ccruit UII 

for the rest of my pl·ojecwd excursion. 

The plains which we II UW clltered upon were entirely destitute of 

water, and only n few struggling gemsboks and springboks were brow

sing on the withe~d hel'bage. The occasional and pl'(ocarious thunder

showers are, it appenrs, -sufficient to maintain the hnrdy grasses of these 

regioD!, which, rushing up into hasty vegetation after min, nnd as 

suddenly fading again under the parching drought, afford pasturage either 

in a green or withered state to myriads of wild animals. who migrate 

froll! "lflce to place, uecord ing to the course of the seasons, nnd the 

abundance or ~arcity of g russ and water, 1t is from these tract!! thnt 

the destructive flocks of trek-hokkm, or migratory springboks. pressef'l 

by the long droughts, occasionally inundate the northern parts of tbe 

Colony. 

At four p , M., after a long and dreary ride of about forty 'milts, 

we reached the bed of a river, near the bottom of a ridge of second~ 

ary mountains. Not being tlble to find any native appellation for either 

tbe river or mountain, I named the latter after the Earl of Morpeth, 

and the fonner after my worthy friend, Mr. Pillan!! , We found 8 baDd 

of Korannu encamped at Pillans River; but they bad come' ,~ the 

ballk. of the Gariep merely to hunt, '.nd · }Wi brougbt" ft'O ptoVuions 
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with them, and only a little water in calabashe!l, none of which they 

could spare to us. After a search of ahout " mile up the hed of UI{' 

torrent, however, we found a pit containing 't\'" al~I', tho~gh so vel'y 

brock that we could i:\earcely dl"ink it. The {lit, too. was so deep 

and narrow, that our horses could not get accl!ss to it, UIH.} with lUlH'h 

labour and difficulty WI! lif\cd wllter in a tortoise shell. nuu pouretl it 

into the cavities of the rocks, from whence they cngl'r1y lil'ked it up 

with their parched tongues. Here we took up our residence for the 

night, and after turning out our horses to graze, resOItcd to our knllJl' 

sack to cook our supper. \Vhat was my chagrin , to find that my too 

generous-my most improvident attendants, had given awny almost the 

whole of our dried zebm flesh to the Korannns at the wllter/aU,-and 

that we were once more on short. allowance, with this wretched water! 

To a.dd to our privatiomi. tlle night was exceedingly cold; und as we 

could not find wood to make a comfortable fire, we were frequently 

awakened by the chill piercing bla~t, and by the howling of thl~ hUII 

gry hyrenas. The Hottentots and I agreed in naming this .. Miserahll' 

Station," 

lS.-Unablt! to find repose, we started about four A. M., and pursued 

our journey by moonlight. After an hour'~ ride. however, the Hottentots 

got so cold in the extremities, that they said they could not proceerl. We 

therefore halted, kindled a fire. and waited till snnri5c. The Africans, of 

aU clas~cs. are less capable of sustaining cold than Europeans. and mucli 

more readily affected. also, by atmospherics} moisture. 

We had t1asSed the Morpeth ridge before we halted. These hills run 

from S. E. to N. W., terminating about t"'t'nly-five miles to the right on 

the Gariep. The Gariepinc Walls were still the most prominent object on 

our right. Another extensive plain again lay before us, hounded far in 

the distance by another ridge of hill! (similal' to those we had just passed,) 

2 N~2 
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which J caned Cal'liflle ridge, in honour of the re'pected nobleman of that 

name.- On our left, in the direction of the Colony, the desert plains were 

bounded only by the horizon. 

At sunrise we continued our march. The hcat of the sun in the plain. 

soon became as insupportable as the cold had been but a few hours ago; 

!ueh are the sudden transitions of temperature. The excessive prev~ence 

of nitre has. perhaps, no inconsiderable effect in increasing the nightly cold 

ofthcsc region~. 'Vc unsaddled after three hours' ride, and turned out our 

horses to ~rQZC i but though the plains were covered with dry herbage, they 

were unable to browse for want of water. Here we brenkfasted on our 

last piece of zehra. 

Our distance from PeUo. was still more than finy miles, but seeing no 

prospect of obtaining either food nr water before we ani\'ed thcl't', we re

solved,to make a grand push ·to reach it this day. if our jaded hones could 

possibly· carry us through. Pushing on again. therefore. we speedily came 

to the brink of a long valley, extending between us and the foot of the 

Carlisle Mountains, about fifteen miles across. It was, like the }llainlJ we 

had left, entirely destitute of water. \Vc de!K.'c nded into it through lJome 

naked ravines of cnlcarcous gravel, and found the heat. on reaching the 

·bottom, quite overpowering. Water now appeared to us the mO!lt valuable 

and desirable of all objects. We JaW lome wandering Buahmen at. a dil

tance, but too remote to overtake and question on this subject. ·Our honee 

became at every step more exhausted; and at length, just as we got acroes 

thia 'burning valley,' as we called it, one of them finally gave up, and 

we were forced. to abandon him to hi, fate, a llrey to the lion8 and hYEnu. 

We now began to be teriowly alarmed Ir!r Out I18fety. To atop here w .. . 

impo8lible. The hortel co\l1,d noi flUpport thin.t another day; and if they. 
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failed 'before ~e reached water, we must p~rish ourselves. We threw away 

in desperation our )Jack-!lsddle, ollr powder-flasks, and every thin~ that 

we could possibly spare to lighten us, for our horses were IIOW l't'tluced to 

three, and these, from their previously exhausted conuition. and particularly 

from the want of water, could not he expected to hold out Ulany hours 

101.lger. The horse is -an animal far less able to endure thirst lilan the 

ox; and on this account the latter is much preferred by travdlel'S in dry 

countries. 

At sunset we gained the foot of the Carlisle Mountains. Their height 

was apparently about 2000 feet, and] expected we should have to climb 

. them with our weary steeds. ] found, however, that my guides knew better, 

having been instructed by the Korannas to cross by a narrow pass which 

winds through the midst of them. This we happily succeeded in finding, 

and it led us through without u single step of ascent. It was one of the most 

bold ami pkturt'sqllc defiles] have ever scen.-winding through the howels of 

the mountains, which rise on either hand in abrupt precipices, at least 1000 

feet in height. and looked as if it had Leen originally torn !Jy some convulsion 

of nature, thnmgh the ~olid mass of rock. It was twilight when we passed 

through. whkh increased the !iombrc and solemn effect of the sceneJ'y with its 

.rocks and caverns ri~ing around us in dim perspective. This pood, or pass, has 

received an appellation, signifying 1n the Namaqua and Iiushrnan ,tongues, 

.. Howling of the big men," from a circumstance which is said by the natives 

to have occurred at a distant period. A party of Boors had left the Colony to 

survey the banks of the Garier, in hopes, perhaps, of discovering ill these remote 

regions a land flowing with milk and honey, with none to disputE' their occu~ 

pation of it. but the feeble and famished natives. Whether they had commit

ted any aggressions on the BUlIhmen in their route I did not learn. but they 

were waylaid in this defile on their return by the crafty and vindictive 

savages. and many of them slain by showers of ltonel and poisoned arrows: 
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and from the dismal howling they made in their flight, the pass rect"ived its 

name. This story is at least an evidence of the feelings which the arrogant 

oppressions of the white men have excited among the tl'ibes of the desert,-

On emerging from this gloomy ravine, (\\'here we were not altogether free 

from apprehension of meeting from the Bushmen 8 reception similar to that 

of the boors). the twilight was closing around, and we could just perceive 

that an extensive · prospect opened to the westward, o\'('r 8 plain sprinkled 

here and there with detached bills. We l !DW comidercd ourselves in Nama

quaJand, nnd stt~t>red our course dir('ct for Pdlo, JH.'cping the Carlisle Moun

taim clost' upon our right . Holding all as fast 8S the darkness and deplorable 

condition of our hones wOllld IJCrmit. we u 'aveUcd nlOilg. exhnu~ed with. 

thint. hunger, nnd fatigue , Every hour seemed three tim(>s its usual length" 

and every minute I expected our horses would give up and leave us aban~ 

doned in the desert. One of ' them was so much exhausted. that whenever we 

came to a piece of sandy ground it drollped down as if it had been shot, 

with Witteboy on its back . 

• The folloW'ing "erac!l lire de8igned to elCpn:ss tbt' tt'mimcllu with ",hidl theeto per_ 
.ecuted tribes may be 'UPpOied to rl"g1lrd the Colonisu: 

IIQNO OF TUB: WJt.lJ lIUIUIfAo"". 

Lu the proud Boor poueM bi. 800k., 
. And bo811t hi~ field. of grain; 

My borne it 'mid the mountain rock •• 
Tbe deeert my ~OD\ain. 

I p1.aDt no herb. nor pleaaaot fruitl. 
Nor toil for I/IiTOUry cheer: 

The daert yield. me juicy rootl. 
ADd hero. of bounding deft', 

The COUJItJeu Ipringbok. lIle my 8ock. 
Spread o'er the bouncU .. plaiD 

Th8 bu'a1o bud. to lIly ,yoke, 
Aa4 the wild hone to my MiAI 
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After travelling nearly three hours in this miterahle fashioll, my Hotten

tots imagined. that we must now be in the immediate vicinity of PeUa. But 

hour after hour elapsed, and stiU we travelled on. \Ve knew we could not 

miss the place. from its position at the foot of the mountains; but it seemed 

8S if we were continually moving without getting nearer the much wished_ 

for asylum, whE'l'e all nur sufft'rings we hoped would terminate. Thus we 

traveUed onward for other tlm.'e tedious haUl'S. At length, with a joyful 

voice, Jacob cnllt'd out" Water!" I louked down and caught tht: glimmer

ing reflectiun of a star, at my horse's feet. The two Hottcntoh had already 

flung themselves from horscbllck. and were lying flat on their bellies •. sucking 

in the refreshing moistul'e which oozed through the sand in a ~arcely per-

My yok\! i, tile tlui,,,,ringaSlagai, 

My f"i,l II'I;! t"u~11 I".w_string; 
My britU" curh i!:l a sh·nder bllfu

Yet it qudls the forest king. 

'fhe cre~tt'tlll(ldo.!r honuureth me, 
And yiduM. Ilt my eommflnd, 

IIi , l)OilSllll lmg. like thtl honey bee, 
Whim t flei.I' him on the undo 

Yea, eyen tilt' lucu6t11' \Yuung """arlll, 
Whi"h m;ghtit!llt nntionll dread, 

'f" me brillSll joy ill place ofhlrm, 
jo'or I make of them my bread. 

Thul I lUll lord of the De!lert LlI.nd, 
And 1 will nut l<lllve Iny bound_, 

To croueh oolleuth the Chri,tian'8 hauo, 

And kennel with hi' IJound.: 
To ~ "hound. and. wllteh the Bocu, 

For the crud wllite IIH.n'. gain_ 

No I the ,wart Si!rpent of the Rock
Hli den duth yd r"tain ; 

And Ilone who there hit fting prvrOkH 
~h,n find its poillOn "un! 

T.P. 
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ceptihle streamlet. I was soon beside them, and for ICveral minutes all \Va 

silent save the sound made by our horses greedily sucking up the water be

side us. I thought we should have actually drained the little fountain dry 

before we ceased. Never was relief more seasonable. 

We were now aware that we were in the immediate vicinity of Pella, but 

88 it WIl8 very dark, and long past midnight, and we were excessively fa

tigued, we made fast our horses. and flung ourselves down beside them, IUP

perJess as we were, and without a fire. 

19.-']'00 wearied and cold to sleep, I watched impatiently for the return 

of day to light us to the friendly horde of Nnmnquas. and the hospitable 

mansion of their missionary pastor. And as soon us dayhreak began to 

glimmer over the mountain!';, I listened eagerly for the crowing of cocks, the 

bark of dogs, the lowing of cattle, or some other cheering evidence of the 

neighbourhood of men. But all was still and silent. As the dawn advanced, 

and objects became more distinct, we found ourselves within two hundred 

yards of a house. I started up, and advanced to it; but what was my dis

may to find the whole station totally deile-rted. Not n human being, nor a 

Hving creature remained! The hearts of the Hottentots sank within them. 

nnd I saw deep dejection overRpread their countenances. As for myself, 

though naturally of an elasti~ and sanguine temper, I confess, 1 now also felt 

appalled, and could with difficulty r~pre8s the conviction that we were really 

doomed to perish for want in thi.! drear and desolate country. 

On examining the place in search of something to quell the cravings of 

nature,. I found a small neat building erected to serve the double purpose of 

ch1U't:h and school, and near it the habitation of the Missionary. ~rhe Na

maquas themselves live. Jike the Koranna8, in huts cov.ered with mats, which 

they carry with them on pack-oxen, wben ·they remove from place to place. 

1 found. abundance of fine water. sufficient to irrigate a few prdens, .... ·w .. 

.t. loa to ..,oo"nt for the cIeoenion of the -on, ... "Ii«hor.,to..li:ribo It 
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to tbe failure of the pasturage, or to the plundering inroads of Africancl' 

and his robber gang. How to discover where the Missionary and his flock 

were fled, or where else to find succour, was now the difficulty which J knew 

not how to surmount. 

After ransacking e\'ery nook, and even committing a sort of sacrilegt:, 

by breaking into the little chapel, we returned to the spot where we had 

halted, without being able to find any thing in the shape of food. or Ilny 

clue to direct tiS in the pursuit of the roaming inhauitants. 

My Hottentots were exceedingly dejected. This was the place they had 

all along looked forward to for refreshment, and supplies for the rest of our 

journey. Every previow hardship they had supported with comparative I)a

ticD(.''C; but their cour~e and confidence were 110 W utterly gone, and they 

told me Lluntly that they would follow me no farther. They had made lip 

their minds, they said, to start about noon, as soon as the horscs were Il little 

rested nnd rcfr<.>shed, and would cndca\'our to make their way back to tIle 

Colony. by the nearcst route; riding the horses as far as they could carry 

them, and when they MI, to cut them up for food, and continue thei r journey 

on foot. It was in vain that I represented to them the desperate natur,~ of 

IUch a project; that to the Colony was a journey of several days, even on 

fresh horses; that our exhausted ones could not }JOssibly, without refresh

ment, carry us a single day Jonger; and that they could never get through 

the wilderness on foot: while, on the other hand. by proceeding perhaps only 

a few hours farther westward. we could scarcely fail of falling in with the 

MiMionaries, or with some hordes of friendly Namaquas, where we should 

find food and shelter t or, at the worst, we were now within easy reach of the 

Gariep, and might find game on its bonks, or kill one of our horses to support 

u. there, tin we could hear tidings of the Missionaries 0 1' Namaquas. It was 

in vaill, however, that I thus reasoned with them. They tald me doggedly, 

tbat they had made up their minds not to remain in thbJ frightful country to 

20 
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perish at last of thirst or hunger ; . . Ind that I might do 81 I chotC, but they 

would start for the Colony at noon. 

The obstina.cy of my men ~isconcerted me more than any thing that 

had yet occured. I wandered to the neighbouring heightf;, aod gazed over 

the solitary plains; but not a human being-not a living creature met my 

view. 1 returned to the Hottentots. and found them. to my surprise. cooking 

something on the embers. On inquiry. I found it w~ a piece of zebra skin, 

which we had brought with nil, to make. shoes for the feet of the horses 

llWled by the flinty roads. This skin, having been beaten between two stones 

to make it tender, .and the hair singed off, I joined them Cit breakfast on it, 

and found considerAble relief from thi!l sorry fare. coarse, and unpalatable as" 

it was.-

Noon was now approaching, when the Hottentots had fixed to leave me. 

unless I agreed to accede to their plan, and accompany them back to -the 

Colony; a plan. not only subversive ,of all my schemes for farther exploring 

the country. but. in our cWcumstances. attended with imminent danger of 

perishing in the wilds. I seated .-oyself at a little distance from them. 

weighing in my own mind, whether it would be preferable to agree to their 

proposal, or remain here without thenl. and attempt to search out some Nama

qua kraal, by, following the course of the Gariep. While thus sadly rumi

nating. 1 turMd my eyes to the south-west, and beheld two people ap-. 

proaching. I called joyfully to the, H otientot •• and Witteboy and I hume

diateJy set oK to meet them. They proved to be two. Griquu. or , Butard 

Hottentots, belonging to a hunting party at some distance, who had ·come 

here in search of water. They had DO provisions with -them, but they gave 

UI the grateful information, that Mr. Bartlet, ,the nn.ionary. was now at ·a 

• The rignette pt'enxed to tbia chapter wlll ,coDvey tQ tlte reader & ptetty;·~~~ 
. ' , d . 

of' my H¢.tentot guidee, .. tbey ,were W1)IIt to !lit at Cllte by 0IlJ' eveniOS ~~~6I:~ -:::tst&Png 
...t .o1uoti>og by """,, . It .. _Ted _ ... of Ih; ·H~·. ~ • .-..' . . ' 



place called t'Karns, about twenty miles to t.he WCMi ..... 8J'd. " This wu joyful 

news to us. Twenty miles was, indeed, n dreary jounley 'for men 80 hUligry, 

and with horses so much exhausted AS ours; but it wall nothing to the diffi

culties we had just before contemplated. My Hottentots ngain willingly 

"submitted themse1ve$ to my orders, and proceeded with alactity to saddll' 

our horses, in order to leave the desolate station of Pella. 

This missionary !ltation (belonging to the London society) is placerl 

in a very low situation under the Ca1'lisle, 01' Knnllas mountains, which rise 

here in frowning grandeur, almost perpendicularly, to the height of ahollt 

2000 feet. Tbi!:! ridgt tel'minates nt the Galiep, about half an hour's walk 

from PeDs. The river flows through n narrow and roCky tHsSS, forming 

a rnpid lJet,""cen the Carlisle and Gnriepine ridges. The situation of Pella. 

seems well selected, but I believe the grl.'at prevalence of saltpetre in 

the soil renders it but litt1e productive for vegetahles. 1 ohscl'ved, however. 

several eoony trees, which had heen transplanted from the hanks of the 

river, growing here in great luxuriance. Along the Gnriep. both the 

bJack and white ebony i~ found in nhundnncc. 

After n tedious journey of about five hours, (our horses not being able 

to move faster than a walk.) we espied the cattle and encampment of the 

mitliCNlat'1 and his peopl(',-the moot plf'llSing sight we haa beheld since 

we left the Colony. On our approach Mr. llnrtlet came forth to meet us. 

and gave ,me a mo~1 cordial welcome, though he seemed 'liot a little SU1'

prised at my v.isit, and at my strange appenrance. TIeing ushered into his 

little hut, I 'explained the occasion of my journey, and the uattn'c of the 

privationll I "had lately endured. Some ment nnd tea Wl're illnnedintcly 

prepared for me: nud as 1 expressed n gl'ent longing fol' bread, !Some corD 

lately ,procured from Kamieeberg was ol'deft.'<i to be grouud, and a cake 

to be prepared.. Corn is no where raised "in""this ( .. ouDtry, llnd hreadis con

sequently accounted rather a luxury than a necessary of lite, even with the 

-Mjuiooaries. 
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In order to regale my Hottentots .al\er their late sufferings, I-JMlfChased 

a whole sheep, ond gave it to them·to revel upon to their hearts' content. 

hi reF,d to myself, Mr. Bartlet's hospitality left me nothing to desire. 

When the worthy man was informed of the route by which I had come, and 

the difficulties I had encountered j he seemed greatly surpri~, and was 

most kind and assiduous in his attentions to promote my comfort. A good 

supper was prepared for me, at which I again partook of bread, that best 

staff of life. I then retired to rest, and once more enjoyed the luxury of a 

comfortable bed and sound repose, without apprehension of danger through 

the night. or anxiety for the morrow. 

20._A bright and . beautiful spling morning awakened me to survey. 

this pastoral station. It is walered by a spring from the ruggt·d mountain 

which overhangs the encampment. The adjoining plains are covered with 

grass which grows all in separa~ tufts. like the hair on the head 'of a Hot

tentot. From this feature the spot derives its name t'Kam~. a term sig

nifying " tufted grass," in the N~naqlla dialect. 

Only a small party of from thirty to forty Namaquas were at present 

residing with the Missionary. ViThen his congregation I1re all collected at 

Pella. they amount to about 400 l!I()uls; but the severe droughts. and COJl

sequent failure of pasturage, force the~ occasionally to disperse thf'mselves 

In divisions over the country wherever a spring of water exists with -grass 

in the vicinity for their fJocks. It was OD this account that Pella, though 

well 81JpPlied with water, W85 at this time entirely deserted. Such an un

settled and roving life is undoubtedJy very adverse to the progresa . of ci

vilization; but the nature of the country is such, that a people like the 

Nao;uaquas must be nomadic, and the Mi.sionaries must of neceality accom-. 

pany them in their wanderings. As · lOOn as rain falls, the ·pasturel' '.at 

Pella wi,ll in.tan~ly spring up, and the IC8ttered divisions of the .. pectP:e,WilI 

.g~n be re~~bled. . 

Mr. B.rtlet was now living in a small cabin ' ~vered with mau; in the 
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same simple faahion as his followers. This worthy nian was unwearied in 

his. attention to me, and, to rccruit my wasted strength. had a fresh meal 

served up to me every two or three houn; so that J soon made up for my 

former privations, and felt myself so much recovered in the course of this 

day, that I made arrangemcnts to proceed on my journey the following 

morning. 

1 spent the whole day in walking about and conversing with Ml'. Bartlet, 

and in taking notes of the information I obtained from him, and the most 

intelligent of bis people, respecting the present state of the Namaqua tri~s, 

and of the country they inhabit. This information, together with what I 

have elsewhere collected on the same subject, will be found condensed into 

the following chapter, 



THE 'NAMAQUAS; 

CHAPTEH VII. 

THE NAllAQUA& - l!~XTENT AND f'RARM"U;X Ott 'I'HEIR L'OUN"I'RY, ....:. 

MANNEJlS AND ,\to DE OF I.U'.Eo - HEAl' OF 'n-u~ CLIMATE.~VENO. 

MOUS REI'TII.ES AND INSECTS.-l'HE ROURER A}'JllCANI';U.'-TJlt:: DA· 

MARA NATION.-DI,SOR])ERLY ,sTATE Ok' TH.E BAS1'AUD l'Ol'Ul.ATION 

ALONG TH}; BA:-.IKS OF THl': OAlUJ::l', 

THE Namaquas are tl race of Hottentots inhabiting the country adjoin. 

iog to the coast on hoth sides of the Gnriep, They are a pastoral people. re· 

sembling the Korannas, and the aboriginal tribes of the Colony in their 

general characteriatics i living chiefly on milk; addicted to a roaming life i 

and of a disposition mild. indolent. and unenterprising, Mr, Barrow visited 

some of their kraals in the vicinity of the Kamiesberg, during his excunioD. 

in the Colony thirty years ago, and his brief notices, written with bis usual 

felicity, nnd power of observation, still afford the only account of this people 

worthy of perusal. It falls now to my office to fill up 8 little more fully the 

sketch 80 ably and- accurately drawn by him, 

The country of this tribe is usually distinguished on the mapa .by , the. 

names of Great and Little Namaqualand. The latter diviJioo, ~er "fMI1 

have been ita original elUent, i. no .. confined .1o 1J>e,0I'* aap,._ding 
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between tM sea-coest and the Gariep, and bounded on the south and east by 

the Koussie River, and the Carlisle mountains. Great Namaqualand is a 

country of a much larger and more undefined extent. It extends about 200 

miles northward, from the banks of the Gariep. and about the same distance 

eastward, from the sea-coast, towards the interior. From the Bechuana. 

country it is separated by an extensive tract of desert, totally uninhabitable 

on account of the want of water. On.the north it is bounded ht the country 

of the Damaras. A great part of this territory consists of an extensive lllaio, 

or valley, watered, or rather drained, by a stream, called the Fish River by 

Vaillant, and erroneously described in his map, and in Burchell's, on his 

Ilbthority, as fslIing into the sea to the northward of Angra Pequina Bay, 

This river I have ascertained to be a hranch of the Gariep. and have distin

guiilhed it by the name of my friend and partner Mr. A. Bormdaile. It joins 

.the Gariep at no great distl!lIl..'e from the mouth of that river, and after heavy 

rains is said to .be a stream of great magnitude; but, like other occasional 

rivers. its channel seems to be for the greater part R1most empty, and only 

re-appears here llnd there in stagnant pools. Such as it is, however, it ~s. 

next to the Gariep, the principal river of the Namaqua. country; Bnd in the 

dry feuon its banks· are resorted to by a great number of the natives. ADo. 

ther river of iIOme importancc, called the Kooisip, is described as falling into 

the sea farther to the northward; but 8S I could not obtain any very distinct 

intelligence of its course or character, it is not inserted in the map. A1tov.e

ther, Namllqualand is a dry and desolate country, enlivened only here and 

there by. a few permanent fountains, which supply the natives and their cat

tle in ·the se.pons of drought, which are long and frequent. The great vaUey 

of Borradaik is dividt..-d ·from -the sea-coast by a range of rugged hills of no 

great elevation, which teem to run on to the ridge which I haft' named the 

Gariepine walls. 

The ooiIof Namaqualand iJ in l!''Ileralligbt. and sandy, and thinly.lothed 


