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rcncy of the ColollY. is too r~mQrkQble an event to be paNed over in ~ilence. 

though I am far from intending to tax the patience of my readen by en

tcring into nny lengthened discussion.· 

It may be desirable to inform thoee who are not familiar with this sub.

ject, thB;t the colonial paper fix-dollar of the Cape. first issued by the Dutch. 

East India Company in 178], was declared to be t>qual to forty-eight full 

weighed pennies of Holland. (about 48. sterling.) and which, under all its 

fluctuations, has generally been considered to be its 1lominaJ value. 

At the lwl"iod of the first British capture in 1795. the amount in cir

culntion was 

Rix-dollars 611,276-Thc hulance of the issues and repayments of various 

sums issued for the public service. 

Rix...doUars 680,000-:-Which has been issued as a capital to the Lombard 

Bank, and by it lent to the public on mort

gage. 

Together 1.291,276 Rix-dollars. 

Whatever may have been the fitness of this sum for the circulation of 

the Colony under the Dutch Government, thc suddcn and large increase 

of the business it hnd 1.0 pcl·fOl·m. in consequence of the influx of so large 

an ad~itional population a5 the British forces, appears to have .~ugge5ted 

to Sir James Craig the expediency of increasing the nominal amount, rather 

than incur the los8 of issuing trealil~Y bills a~ a dis(:ountj-and consequently 

n further usue of 

Rix...dolla1'8 i6,OOO took place for the p'ublic service ; 

8,000 for pun::llase of rice during a season of scarcity j 

165,000 .dditional. capiW I<> the Lombard Bank :-

.: Th080 wbo wiab to tee tbia matter minutely dilcu.ed. cannot do better thaa CIliIIAuk. 
pamphlet written by Lieut. P:Warden Grant, 01 the HOll. EeIt India CompU.:i'.·~ 
Survey department, publiahed a& Cape Town-t. 'work lUshly (ftditabk to the ·eoleaW~".... 



In all, +95.000 rix-doJIars is!lued hy the Brit.ish Government during their 

occupation of the" Colony. This large increased i~:j.ut! , though perhaps re

quired for a tempora'l-y~ purpose. appears to have exceeded the demand for 

a permanency. and had the effect of depreciating the currency to the extent 

of twenty or thirty per , cent. wilen Lord Macartney checked any farther 

fnll. by granting Treasury Bills at twenty per rent. premium; and when the 

Colony was restored to the Dutch at the peace of Amiens in 1803, a fun 

equivalent for !luch part of the currency as had been issued for the purposes 
• 

of the British Government, was paid in military and na,'al stores, 

No redQction, howc\'cr. appenn; to have been effected by the Dutch 

Government, hut in 1804 the whole cUrI'cney WitS entirely recalled, and a 

new papel' il'sued, which is said to have amountl'<i, a t the capture by the 

Brilish forct's in 1806, to ahout 2,000,000 rlx-doUars, of which 845,000 was 

hank , capital. That this was a far greater nominal nmount than was re

quire«t for the diminished circulation of the Colony. after the retirement 

of tht, British gf\rri~oll. is evident from the rate of exchange and the price . . 
nf hlll1io'n during tht' period of the Dutch re-occllpation.-- bills on Ho}land 

heing sometimes at a premium of 160. reducing the rix-dollar to little more 

than lao 6(/, sterling. and it being no uncommon circumstance for diOse 

who wished to take away hullion from the Colony, to give ten and' twelve 

rix-dollaTS for an English guinea, or two and a half and three rix.-dollars for 

one Spani:5h doUar, 

That a conquering government ~hould intend to bind itself to redeem 

at '9, sterling, 8 currency so depreciated as this. seems very improbable; 

and ~y pledge to .. uphold its value" would seem to imply little more than 

a pro'mise not 'to depreciate it by farther issues. The Wlsertion of the rix

doU~j. h8ving risen nearly to par, upon thefaith of the British p~oclamation. in 

1806, seems hatcily well founded; the ~penditure caused by the presence of 50 

l,apge a military and naval force QS that which captured the Cape. together 
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with the inCI'CHsed freedom of trade, would have been sufficient to produce 

this effect upon a cun'eoey whose nominal amount cOT1\inued stationary; 

and its subsequt"flt depreciation. without any alteratia.l with respect to the 

.. pledge," is a proof that its quantity, and not the public confidence, was 

the criterion of its value. 

Between 1810 and 1814, another 1,000,000 was issued through the 

Lombard Bank. The evil consequences of thus adding 50 per cent. to the 

nominal amount in cjrculation, though sufficiently apparent in the following 

years, were materially checked by the very high value to which the wine 

of the Colony was raised. by its adlllission at low duties into the British 

market, as well as by the great impulse which was given to the trade 

and agriculture of the Colony. hy the detentiun of Buonaparte at Saint 

Helena; and it was not till hill.'dcath, and the depnrture of the garrison 

from thence, and till the operation of peace-prices upon e\'cry article of 

European import as well as of colonial produce, was fully established, that 

thi! evil effects of this measure were entirely devclopt.'d, The value of the 

rix-<lollar gr8du~ny sunk in exchange, till in the yenr 1825 it appc8l'S to 

have reached its lowest point of depression, vi.r.. below Is, St!. 

On the 6th of June, 1825, an ordinance was published by the GOVenlOl' 

in council, stating that .. His Majesty's Government bad determined to 

establish the British cUITency as the circulating medium of all the colonial 

possessions of the crown; and had. farther heen plca!«..~ to order and direct, 

that the British silver money shall be a legal tender in this Colony in 

discharge of aU debts due .to . individuals and to the public, at the rate 

of ONE SHU. LiNG AND SIXPENCE for each rix-dollar, and 80 in proportion 

foraoy greater or less sum ;" and ordering in consequeoC(', that tablet· mould 

be printed. stating the relative value of the paper rix-doUar, and the IeNer 
proportions tpereof, with Brltilh mODer i Anctthat all public acoouDtI ,ahoUId 
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be ~ept. and aU contracts made for the public aervlce. in pound~, shi.lli.ags. 

and pence, from the 1st of January, 18~6. 

In the same Gazc~te it was announced by the Commissary, that Treasury 

Bills would be granted at the rote of one hundred pounds for each one 

hundred and three pounds, paid in at the ratc or one shilling and sixpence 

per rix·dollaT. 'fhe promulgation of th~se Ineasurcs caused, as may be sup

posed, no small scnsation in the Colony, both amongst those who had been 

speculating upon the !l1atter as a question of political economy, and those 

whose speculations were of a less disintere5tcd nature. 

Entirely to justify. upon any sound theory, eit~cr the excessive issue of this 

.currency. or £he neglect of recalling it gradually. when its evil consequence!! 

had long been so apparent, is impossible; the former may, perhaps, be paLliated 

by the eOn!lic.1l·ration, that during the same period, the sanction of the great

est names ano the highe!!t authority was given ill England to the false 

system of It('/' depreciated cUl'rcney; and it is too much to ,expect that the 

GO\'cmors ef n Colony should have heen .. wi~r in their generation" than 

the ruling powers ot home. The continuance of the system can only be de

fended hy the same kind of rhetoric, that was opposed in Parliament by an 

honourable memher (to ~'hom, singularly enough, the Cape dissentients in 

1825 have entrusted the nd"'ocacy of their cause,) to the sound logic of 

Mr. HU5ki:Json, in his speech on the Bullion HC'port, in 1811, when he 80 ably 

illustrated those unchangeable principles of honesty and common sense, which, 

through evil report and good rep0l1, he has at last had the satisfaction of see

ing triumphantly carried into practice.-and brought to the support of his own 

argumexau the opinion::> of some of the most Dcute reasoners of former days. 

" ThecouDtry," said the honournLle member, "is in' such a fi(,'titious state, as 

to every part of ita political economy. that she cannot go on with a circuJa: 

U9n adapted to legitimate purposes: to talk, in such a situation, of the theOries 
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of Locke llnd Newton, is not less absurd than the noasoning of an honourahle 

gentleman, last night, who carried the house back to the days of Afose8." 

J shaD therefore merely advert to the practical effects of this measure, and 

endeavour to show that if all immediate settlement of the currency. as a part 

of a general colonial measure, had become necessal'Y. the mode fixed 011 is less 

objectionable, ,than at first it appears to be. 

This arl'angemcnt has been compared to a composition of seven and six

penCf' in the pound with the creditors of the Government: I cannot see it in 

this extreme point of ,·jew. The value of the Dutch 2,000,000 fix

dollars, for so 1 cannot- h~lp calling them, was depreciated to a metallic 

"alue of from two shillings nlld thrt>e-pence to two shillings a'nd sixpence,' 

before the British 1,000,000 rix-dollal'S was issued, (certainly no good reason 

for moking bad worse,) the premium on Treasury bills being twenty-five 

per cent., reducing the nomiual value of the rix-dollar to thrt>e shillings. 

These Treasury Bills were paid in the currency of Great Britain. then depre

ciated twenty-five per cent. more; a circumstance which appears to have been 

generally overlooked in discussing the value of the !ix-dollar; and I believe 

that n (.'olllpnrison of its price with the Spanish dollar will not show a very 

different result. 1 cannot, therefore, sec why it is imperative upou the Colo

nial Government to pay four shillings in the reformed sterling coi~ of Great 

Britain, for what, when isstled, was not worth half..a~rown.-and to call upon 

all debtors either to individuals or to itself, (and the Government, through 

the medium of the Lombard Bank. is creditor for nearly two-thirds of the 

whole currency,) immediawly to pay their debts at this extravagant rate. 

This would be so 'striking a hardship, that in the quarters from whence the 

greatest opposition bas arleen, it halJ beep· suggested, (totally abandoning the 

p"incipJe,) that an immediate calling 1n of ·the whole of the carrency, 'at t~9 

Ibillings or two shillings and .iixpeuoe. w~:ndd 'have heeD a very .~.~ 
arrangemeot :-<loubtleao it .would ·ha .. befo, 00, to thOle Iong-aigl~. per. 
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,sona, who had. been laying up lix~doUars in store, or selling good! at unusuaUy 

long credita. at low prices, in the expectation that the .Government, whose at

tention. they expectef\, had been called to the subject by His Majesty's Commis

sioners, wou1d take some such step as this before the day of payment came 

round. But what was to become of the unfortunate debtors upon recent 

contract., forming ~IJ for the grea'e,~l bulk of the Community. when called on 

to pay one-third more than they had bargained for. without any increase in 

the value of the commodity they had purchased? and how would it have 

saved the credit of the Government with the theOrist. to whom the payment 

of a dividend of fifteen shillings would have heen as great a scandal as-a pay

ment of five'~8hilling8 in the pound? In fact. no measure, the operation of 

which. in raising the value 'of the curr~ncy. would not have heen as gradual as 

the depreciation. coulll have been resorted to, without causing as much mis

chief in the rise. us had ~n created in the flill. 

It appears to me that the entire change in thl' denomination in which 

accounts were to be kept. and eontrocts made in future, afforded an opportu

nity Jor the gradual redemption of the rix-dollar; and I regret, as well for 

the !Wte of individuals, as of the Government, on whom so much odium has 

been attempted to be~ cast, that nothing of tbiH kind W8l!I resorted to.- The 

Governm~nt might have issued an entirely new British currency, either in 

Ililver or paper, upholding its value, as it now does. by the is.sue of Treasury 

Bills, at a premium to cover the expenses of transporting bullion; all previous 

contracts might have been ordered to be paid in rix~doUnr5; the final redemp

tion of the rix-doUar. at four shillings, fixed for a distant period; and a gra

tIuaiIJ incretUing Bcale might have been calculated of the prices at which go

vernment'would, at all times. previoul to that period. either receive or issue 

the rix~oUar again.t the Dew currency,-taking care to calculate these rates 

10 II \0 form an inducement rather for the early bringing in of the rix..d,~lar • 

. tbiul:, Cor ita being kept back. I am inclined to think that this would even hal--e 

S. 
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becnl'rclcrable tq the issuing of debentures, bearingintereat, in e:xcbange for the 

paper currency , as has hecn suggested, both by the intelligent editor of .. The 

State of the CUp<' in 18~2.·' and by a commercial geOtlep:laIl in his proposals to 

Government; as it would ha\'c enabled tholtC holders ofrix-dollnrs, who cannot, 

01' wjil not understand that ally thing short of rea:iving foul' silTer shillings for 

ODe paper ri.x-doUar is a ii'aud upon them, to re-ali?!! at some period their 

notion of a rix-doUal'; and at the fl4unc time it would hRYC enabll.'<l tho~ who 

know the value of componnd illtert~t, to tah advantage of the 11l'C'!W!'ut pay

lucnt. It is tl'1lC, that by these Hwans cighwcn ot' twenty ~'em's lIIight han: 

dap5cd hefare the rix-dollar was finally disposed of; but most of the hardship!; 

that 8 morc suddell doSe might han cau~d would have been 'avoided, aDd 

the good faith of the Government would have lK!ftl ('steemed by the molt 

prejudiced as untarnished. The St.'ttlcment of this question at the time it 

took place. prevented. I have little doubt, a still farther decline iu the ,·alue 

of the rix-dollar, which would have been caulled hy the announcement at 

the .rame time. of the unfavourable change of dntier! on wines in Ellbrland; and 

though some C81ieS of very great indi~'idunl hardship cnn 110 doubt IJc shown, 

I am satisfied on tJte whole. that if lUl imme(/jalt: .,-clllt:mclli WCJ$ lleCcJiSoryl, 

tlte price at which the rix-dolhn' WAS: fixed, WlIS proctieoJ<v the least inju

rious to the community .at large.-

In arguiug this question betwel» debtor a.nd creditor. it is paiaful to 

me to differ 'frmn so highly l'e~ble a' body as the" Capitalists" of tme 

Cape, or to appear as an opponent to ·thOie who enter the lilt .. 8;' tbe m.o.A 
pions -of the If widow and orp1Mln;" bat l 'cannot help suggesting that the hariA 

working man of little or no capital. who W8fI trnding llpotl a ·stock of gooda, 

or had,purchased a farm Or a houe upon the .ltrengt.8 of his credit and iam. 

• Since the ll00ve was written, J have .een tht! report of the Commil&ione'l'l of In'Wrf'~1'~ 

1i,hed hy order of tIle House of Commona, 26th May, 1826, which, I am happy to .~. 
'OOiReidel in a groat .....e wi. die -ritrwt ~ __ of the .. bjeot. 
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try. was as much t>ntitled to protection against an increase of Ule value of 

the rix~dollar. as the Capitalist was against its dC'crense; al)d J can see no fClhlvn 

why the widows and orphans of the past generation should be benefited at the 
• 

expense of those who are now bringing UI) childl'Cn, and may possibly leave 

them orphans. with n llmpert)' diminished by the effects of another sudden 

fluctuation. In what I have stat.cd on this suhject, and which I really do 

with the greatest diffidence, after the able way in which the question Ims been 

.handled on both sides, 1 have at least the satisfaction of having given a dis· 

interested opinion, FrOID the nature of the busillcss in which Illy house is 

engaged, we scarcely ever owe money in the Colony; and it would have IJeen 

very pleasant to mc to hll\'e collected many thousand pounds of book. de~ 

at so great an advance all the I'ix~dollar as has becn talked of, if it could have 

Leen done without the ruin of our debtors; hut 1 fear, like most other sel6sh 

sthemes. it would only have proved to be another illustration of thc fable 

of the Goose and the Golden Eggs. 

Before the decision of Governmcnt becamc puWicly known. a plan was 

matured in London, by a gentleman of great experience in the mercantile 

affairs of the Colony. for the establishment of a bank at Cape Town. one af 

the operations of which was to have been to facilitate a redemption of thc 

colonial currency; but His Majesty's Go,·ernm.cnt not having found this c0-

operation · necessary to their alTangt:'men15, th~s part of the plan feU to the 

ground. and it WIlS nfterwlU'ds confined to the formation of a corporate bank. 

upon the solid ba<;is of a mctallic currency, 'l'~le capital was proposed to be 

r.aised in shal'~ in England, and at the Cape; and it is to be lamented that 

suc~ an accession of capital IlS would have flowed into the CoJony by this 

.meana, hal been withheld from it by the WlUIt of success ill England, where 

t.he 9C~mc was 8Carcely · develop~d I.Ieforc t.hosc eVl'lIts topk Vlal.'e whM:h gave 

people fun employment for thei.r trloney IlCQI'CI' home; ami at the Cape it 

,aef:mt not to have met with thut eucourugement which was unticipat.ed by its 

SF 2 
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proj<-'Ctor, eithcr from the Govcrnment or the public. The util~ty of sOUle 

such esta()lishment is, however, so apparent, that another project has emaw 

IIllted from nn association in the Colony itself, fouqded upon principles 

cquully sound, nnd which has the public opinion greatly in its fav~ur. The 

minor details would be uninteresting to general readers, and the followitUt 

abstract of the prospectus will be sufficient to explain its principlell ;--

.. It is proposed to raise by subscription the capital sum of !>O,OOOI., in 

500 shares of 1001. each, and to give an additional support to the credit of 

the !Jank, by unexceptionahle security in the title-deeds 01' mortgllb"es (JII 

estates, or fixed property, to the fun amount of elich and every share,-stlch 

securities to be d(>j)(lsited, at the timp of payment of the first instalment, in 

the custody of trustees to he elected by the proprietot'S, whereby every share 

willl..le composed of 1001. in money, and the like amount in landed secu

rity ;"-" no person to hold more than twenty shares of the stock. The 

bank is not to engage in any kind of trade, or be connected ill any kind of' 

agency fo1' the buying and selling of merchandize, or fixed or moveable pro

perty; but its business is to he confined to the discounting, at the discl'Ctioll 

of the Board of Directors, if appro\Ted, promissory notes and acceptances at 

a date not exceeding three months; 

" The discounting t.he acceptances of the Vendue department; 

.. The giving credit on cash accoWltll, under unexceptionable' security. 

for a period not exceeding three months. 011 the Scotch banking principle; 

and-

" The iSlUing and circulating notes to a prescribed and limited amount; 

payable on demand in the legal currency of the Colony. 

"The bank paper issues shall not exceed .,the sum of lOO;OOOl. sterling; 

or the amount of the capital and security to be , issued in notes of not less 

than' one pound for the pretent, ' ,payable' OD' 'demand in the legal CUrn:DCy 

of- the Colony. 
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.. As ~urity to the ImbHc, there will exist at all times, Maida the re.~pOIi

awili(1J of tlte p1'OprietoT8, 

.. The capital stocj of 50,000/. ; 

" The securities in the custody of trustees, equivalent to 50,OOOl.; and 

fu,;ther, 

.. 'fhe promissory notes, vendue acceptances, and other available secu

fities and chose!! in action, received in lieu of the pAper i~sues, constituting a 

vaJue which, under a direction subject to the half-yearly inspection of every 

proprietor, must be considered ample and undeniable security." 

Whether the capital required can be conveniently abstracted from other 

'profitable employment of stock by the monied inhabitants, and wllcthcr 

in a country where so great a propol'tion of the real property is already 

under mortgage to the Go\'crumt:nt, l:::.ndcd security can readily be found 

in the same hands to give the required additional security, serm to be the 

only reasons why its success lleed be doubted; and it is satisfactory to know 

that half the sum hns already been subscribed hy substantial people. 

Independent of the benefits which would be derived by the owners of 

moderate sums of money, who would have an opportunity which they now 

wont, of securely placing out their money at interest, where they could ~ 

ceive it b~ck at pleasure, and of the facilities offered to the trading part of 

the community.by cnsh accounts, an establishment of this kind would con

tribule more than nny thing else to a regularity in the payment of bills and 

notes of hand, the non-payment of which, when passing through the hands 

of. board of diret'tors. would be felt by a tradesman as a dishonour, and if . 

he had an account with the bank, as destructive to his ct'edit,-which, at pre

sent, is looked upon as no more compromised by afauJ'-pos of this kind, than 

by the tem~ delay of the payment of an open or unadjusted account. 

We-need not, I l>elieve, in any Colony look for that high tone of 'commerCial 

feeling for which London and OUf large t..'Ommercial cities a.re celebrated, but 

any apptOximatioo to it is highly to be desired. 
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!leldom made in vain, there is little doubt that this imp?rtant privilege wiJJ 

ere long be granted to the Colony. 

Times· of profotlnP peace, however, and that improved rapidity of COlJt

llIcrdal ('ommunication which has hrought di);tant nations so milch nearer 

eueh other, nnd enahled them to carryon a direct trade, are, perhaps, not 

"(,I'y fnvol1l'nhlc to an early increase of the COlllmerce uf the Cape as an em

porium; find the more so, as it would rNIuil'(' a much larger portion of British 

car,ital to he diverted into that channel, than is likely to find its way thpN>. 

I shalt, thcmorp, rather consider the capabilities of the Colony fOl' ntrrying 

nn a direct trade with the mother COllutry, and with the other markets to 

which its ool'ilmprce is opened,-and itH fitness for a station of refreshment for 

ships trading to and from thc East Jndie&, and for vessels engaged in the 

fIOlltht'rn fishery, and in the distant voyages to the coloni(.¥; of New South 

'Vales and V~UI Diemen's Land, 

The principal circUtniitanct"s which appeal' to militate against the agri

culture anci COInmen:e uf the Cape, are the large quantity of sterile, uoculti

'Vated lam! wiUliu ili boundaries, and the want of na\'igable rivers for the 

OOftveyuwe nf its ],rod"cc tn the porn of shipment. 811 well as of secure 

,"8'l'hOt1~ for the 5he1ter of the shippi..g which resort there. Nature, how_ 

ever, proyident in -all her works, has not fniled to find ,a means of transport 

f(Jl' the commodities of most of those dilitricts which she has not doomro to 

irrcdaimRltll' ilUr.renness,or to 8 pastoral state j lind the finest parts, both of 

~ Colony, und of thOtie countries which :wilI, probably, in the progress of 

.civilimtiOJll. be added to it, lie so contiguous to a sca-COlUit of six or seven 

hundred miles in length, on which n vessel scarcely ever finds herself on a 

lee-s~ore. ,al\ 'patly to supply the want of inland navigation; while the 

extreme cht~"J'OCfIs .of land-carriage. and ttae genenil exceUcocc of the roads 

ill ·the ColoRY, r8tlder the conveyance of produce, from the interior 

cout, much lp'i8 expensive than wouki be imagined at fint sight. 

• 
to the 
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If the readel' will cast his eye over the mall, he will perceive that within 

a line drawn from the junction of the Cradock and Gonep rivers southward 

nearly to the 8neeuwberg, and from thence following the line of the Nieuw

ve1d mountains to the westward and north~we9t. tli'l far 03 Hantom, and fronl 

thence to the sea, following which to the mouth of thc Gariep. and from 

thence along its course eastward, whkh lSl'ems to fonn the natural northe". 

boundary of the Colony. - nesl'ly the whole of that enormous tract is totally 

unfit for the subsistence of any cOllsiderable population. The grelll inclined 

plain, leading from the Nieuwvcld to the Garicp river, is subject to almost 

continual drought; and the mountain ranges, and their imllJcdiotc vicinity. 

though admirahly adAptt~d for the pnstul'Ugc of cattle, lire yet quite unfitted

for the subsistence of any but a pastoral aud pal'tiy wandering race. In 

addition to which, the hungry lands of the Bokkcycld. Roggeveld, Imd Great 

Knrroo, comprehend a large territory not included within this line. No 

produce' is, therefore, likely to come from these districts, except such as pos

sesses, within itself, the power of locomotion, 

The principal wille districts. the produce of which, notwithstanding all 

that has been said against it, will ~ti1l, 1 trust, maintain its rank as the staple 

commodity of t.he Colony. lie within a distance of thirty to forty miles from 

Cape Town; viz. in the Stellenbosch district, along the skirts of t~e chain of 

HottentotH' Holland Mountaios,-tbe wine farms beginning at Hottentots' 

Holland, and continuing through SteUenboscb, Banghoek. Franschehoek, 

Drackenstein. nod the Paarl~ to Waggon-maker's Valley. And though the 

roads are bad, lying chiefly through a deep sand, and require eighteen oxen 

to convey two leaguer$, of 152 gallons each, occupying two or three days to 

perform the journey. yet. considering the cheap rate of carriage in tbat . . 
country. they are still ·su'flidently"Dear to Cape Town to establish that beyond 

cmn}"K'tition as the wipe, part Of the Colony. The other parts that proc!uce" 

the wine, are · t~ :ak:iru '"of~able Mountain, Constantia, .ad ifa·lieighbour. 
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hood, Houtli' Bay. and Tiger Berg. These latter places chiefly produce the 

favourite wines, lIueh as Hock and sweet Museadeb. while the more distant 

far~s above-mentioned. produce the common wine. denominated Cape Madeira 
• 

and Pontae. The extension of this species of cultivation to other districts 

of the Colony, after the late severe check upon its proSperity, is, I think, fm' 

the present at least very doubtful. 

The principal corn districts are. the Blue-Berg. Koeberg. Zwartland. and 

Twooty~four Rivers, all in the Cape district; the producc of which COOl<;!; 

chiefly by land to Cape Town. though capable of partial transport by sea, 

nt least from the dietrich in the neighbourhood of St. Helena Bay. These 

arc at prescl1t the principal granaries of the Colony. Rut the greater part 

of the districts of George and Swellendam are equally capable of producing 

corQ. abundantly: the soil is well fitted for it, and the rains which fall in the 

season of its growth along the whole eastern coast of the Colony, do not 

render irrigation so indhtpensable in the process of agriculture, as it is to the 

northward of the chain of monntains which intercept the refreshing showers 

brollght by the south..east wind. 

For the ready conveyaDce of grain to a distant market. the Breede Ri'f'er, 

which falls into the sea at Port Beaufort, anel is navigable for vessels of two 

hundred tons, furnishes abundant means as fnr as respects the district of 

Swellendam; while Mossel Bay is. a $ufficiently secure place for llhipping the 

produce of such parts of George as arc capable of growing com. 

Nearly the whole of the district of Uitenhage is also well suited for the 

.~ul cultivation of corn: and the Zwartkops River. which falls into 

A~ Bay. furnishes a means of inland water..carriage for nearly fifteen 

miles from its mouth. The district of Alba~y, though under present cir

cummn()el 10 ~uch better adapted for grazing, coQld yet, were the nut 

extirpated. and external demand to arise. undOubtedly furnish a very c<Jnsi. 

·~e aurpJuequantity of grain. And the country along the coast between the 

~G 



410 AGlC[CULTURAL LABOURERS. 

Fish River Rnd Keiskamma, as far III I can judge froiD personal in,pectiOD • .as 

well as from the reports of many intelligeDt persons who have visited. it, is 

equally well, or better adapted for the purposes of agriculture. There are, 

therefore, no impediments that I am aware of. except the restrictions on the 

corn trade, already alluded to, and the want of a labouring population to cUlti

vate the ground, which prevent the Cape from producing ,corn in superabund

ance. How the latter impediment is .to be .tlpe€<iily got over in ·the Dutch 

district., I do not see very plainly. The settlement of BritUih emigr.ants there 

by Government, is not practicable to any considerable extent j because the whole 

country, except some small tracts already noticed, is in the posses:.ion of the 

boo~; and the in.crease of the population, unlcs:5 a large spontaneous influx 

should take place from Britain. must be ~ery gradual. The readiest means 

which occurs to me for II farther supply of labour, (provided there be no pro

.pect of obtaining it from Europe,) is the receiving into these districts as in

dentured ..ervaots or apprenticeti. refugees from tbe lkochuana nod Caffer 

tribes. Above a thousand fugitive. from cIilferent nation. have already been 

received into the districts of Somerset. Graalf-Reinet, and Albany; and 

pressed as the border tribes now appear to be by the weight of those behind 

them. there will perhaps eventually be no alternative, but either their entire 

destruction between the British force on the frontier, and the savage invaders 

behind. or allowing them to be peaceably scattered through the 'Coh;my on 

some plan that will secure at once th~ir .. general usefulness and their ~ 

treatment. F.rom whatever ,cause it ~8eS, whether from the redu~dancy of 

the population, in. conseqQ~nce of the .HC?ppage of the slave. trade on the north. 

east '00" or from . the ccmqueJing . .cbiefs of that quarter driving the weaker 

tribes to t~ .SOUth-Welt.1 .~:1t :., that the southern t~ are preue.d 

.upon &om the, D~ · Iu',;a: ;~t J~ tile,. cannot withst&Dd; and ·U;l.~h 

eVent. .. . the .imsptien ·q(:"; )~tatees . may again, ere l~ DOi t~, 

recur, it is a~t· if.p*~ to turn thi8 eril to IOme~~.{'0:re 
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detailJ of auch • melWure may ·be safely left to the consideration of the Colo

DiaUlovemment. but that humanity: dictates. in the event contemplated, some 

stepe to be taken to prevent the extermination of the tribes on the border by 

military execution or savage massacre, is lIufficiently apparent. 

Every reasonable expectation may be formed, that the population so in· 

troduced will be found superior to a slave population. At least this has hi

therto been the case with the prize apprentices, who not only look upon them· 

selves as a caste superior to the slaves, but are so esteemed by those in whose 

service ,they are. It is true, they are generally settled in and -about Cape 

"Town, and it is prohable that the dispersion of the native refugees at a -dis. 

tance from 'the check, both of authority and puhlic opinion, would operate 

.unfavourably upon the conduct of the masler, upon which, in most situations 

of society, either a"mongst slaves or freemen, much of the good or evil conduct 

of servants depends. But even the obstinacy objected against the Dutch 

boor, would not be entirely proof against the gradual amelioration which is 

"taking place in society; and I am inclined to think, that no evils could arise 

which bear any comparison to the wretched fate these poor creatur~ are 

probably doomed to, unlells something is done for their relief. 

The importation of Chinese settlers has',been advised. and no doubt these 

industriow people would he in many lIituations a great acquisition; but it 

seems very doubtful, whether they could be'induced to serve as agricultural 

labourers to the boon;. I have always understood that they have thriven 

best on allotments of land tilled for their own emolwnent ; and here the same 

impediments present themselves, as with regard to English settlers i viz. the 

belt" lands are already allotted. As artificers. mechanics, and domestic aer
"f'atlta, they would be highly ulteful in Cape Town, and the smaller tOwns. 
But f mucla doubt whether any emigration, conducted on a large scale, would 

not . fiI.il. from >the same causes that were fatal to an experiment. of tbe'l8JDe 

]t1.d at Trinidad. 

SG2 
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A country so prolific in flocks and herds .. the ,Cape, cannot but_ fumWl 

a large supply of hi~ea and skins j and th~!Ie have accordingly, of late yean, 
heen a considerable article of export to Gnat Britain. , The quality of the 

hillel! is in fwr -estimation, and the sheep and goatskins furnish a highly 

"uluable material to the leather..dresser. This, from the nature of things. 

must be an increasing article of export, and capable of extension. by bart~ 

with the native tribes. ' till a higher state of civilization . induces home manu~ 

facture to a greater extent than is now carried on. But in the article of wool 

the Cape is all yet fllt behind OUl' Australian Colonies. TIlt! Cape IShf.>ep. it is wen 

kno~!n. is covered rather with hair than wool; but its adaptation for its native 

climate, and th~ Uilt' made of the fat of its tail, reuilcr the Dutch fflrmers, who 

at best are Dot very fond of innovations, averse from changing this breed 

for ODe possessing the valuable property which the native sheep wants. Con~ 

sequenUy, the experiments in introducing the Merino breed have chiefly been 

confined to the Government farms and a few places in their vicinity, wl~re, 

though neither pains nor expense have been spared, the success has bl..-'Cn· far 

from encouraging. The wool appears to have degenerated. Hnd from the 

nature of the country in which the experiments have heel! tried. it has been 

found so much clogged with sand, and with small decayed vegetable sub

stances, as greatly to deteriorate its value in manufacture. This J, am fully 

aware of, having sent home some wool, esteemed of good quality, which lost 

above \lalf the weight in ' washing, .and produced. a cloth of about twelve lhil. 

liDgl per yard in value, which I sold at the Cape, and the result paid me ;little 

more than five per cent. -on the capj~ 'Vhether a greater .bare of 8UccesS 

will attend the exertions which :Capt&io~ Stockenstrom. the LanddroSt of 

Graalf-Reinet. is making, yet remains to be &Cen. In Albany there are lOme 

Merino sheep i I ' believe the f]~ of. MajOr Pigot is the most exteDlive, arid 

.I un6.entand promi~ to .~ very well. I am, therefore, not _:witbcnK 
great hope, that, ere .long, .00) will furnish 8 more importam.u1icl¢'o.r$ 
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from the Colony· than . it has yet done; alld I think the sheep in the eastern 

.provinces will not he 80 much annoyed by the sand as in thr! Cape dlstrict.

Dried fruits are cured at the Cape in some pt!ifection; and raisins. which • 
form 80 valuahle 8n al'ticlc of commerce from the Mediterranean, ought, and 

probably will, under the prt>tecting- duty they enjoy, form a largel' article of 

export to England than they hn\'e yet dOlle. These, and some other fmits, llave 

been 5ent in consideraWe quantities to St. Helena, tilt' Mauritius, New South 

Wales, and Van Diemen'!! Land, and in these channels the trade in them 

wHl probably increase; large quantities of them are also sold to the Indiamen 

a, sea-stores. The extreme. richness of the grapes, and probably sollie want of 

skill in the · preparation. greatly limit their consumption as dessert fruit in 

England; hut for the purposes of cookery none better can IJc found. \Vere 

thc proper mode of curing raisins better understood at the Care. there can 

he no doubt of success in this branch of commercc.-for whatl'"ver may be 

said of its wines, the grapes of the Colony are of the finest (Iuality. 

Argot. the quality of which has improved of latc years, and the quantity 

of which might probably Lc a good deal increased, is another secondary artic1e 

of export. Aloes are exported in large quantities. 'I'hi" drug is capabie of 

production to a much larger extent than there can be any demand for, tiD 

some otht'r use than a medicine for cattle be discovered for it. The plant 

grows wild. and .is not. like the finer aloe of the West Indies. an object of 

cultivation. Its manufacture is so simple that any sudden demand is 

easily supplied. 

These arc the principal products of colonial industry which have hitherto 

been·considered fit articles of export to England; and certainly it does not ap-

• Since the llbove waa written, I have learned that thelle favourable QnticitlationR are ·likely 
to be ~ Burne of the wool IleDt hom~from the eutcm dilltricta, (wllich, with the Sneeuw. 
bug aDd Nieu,..ytild. are the best sheep-walk. oftbe Colony,) promilt!a to be of .. btittu ~uality 
~ any hitherto nieed Dell!" the Cape, and holdl out the cheering prospect:of thil; important 
produce becoming, Ilre long, nne of the staple expo"" of the intt'rlor. 
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pear to furnish such a list as might be expected &om its situation aDd. climate. 

It lDay be questioned, however, whether it would conduce 10 the prosperity of 

tbe Cape, to divert from its natuml channels that labour and capital which 
• 

bne provoo beneficial, for the sake of. producing a variety of articles, which. 

though suited to the climate of Ule Colouy, are yet unfitted to its other 

circumstances. 

The tea of Chiaa, the coffee of Java. the cotton of India, the tobacco of 

America, together with a long list of the productions of tke southern countrje~ 

of Europe. might all, it is believed, be snccessfully cultivated in different parts 

of the Colony. But it is not from these sources that the early prO!lpcrity of the 

Colony must arilw., flny more than from the iron, tht: copper, and ot'her minerals 

which it is known to possess.- No one can be more (lxerse than I am from 

throwing a damp upon the enterprising spirit, without which, no country can 

attain prosperity; .but I am of opinion, that the articles I have just enume

rated. are rather to be expected from the vigour of a ma.turer age, than from 

the iufancy of the Colony. It. may seem strange to use this term after a colo~ 

nir.ation oT nearly two hundred years; but when it is considered, that the 

settlement is but just emancipated from the leading~8trings of commercial 

monopoly, it will not appear to be ill applied. 

There is .another species of cultivation, and that a valuable one, ~hich has 

been suggested by the editor of the tt Slate of tilt! Cape in lS2!," of the 

favourable result of which I entertain no doubt,-I mean ·that of the silk • 

• ~per iJ known to exilt in abwuiartce i. Little &ad Gnat Nama'lualand. Accordillf!: to the 
reporb ·of the iniuionariea. nntiveiron i. to be foUnd in the same quarter in oonsidt"raiJJe·lilueJu. •• 
oiroum.t.aoe 1 had but little faltA jD . IIDti1 · 1 ·cliaoo.~,tbllt it Will &lItO touod in that ltate in 
Siberia and Senegal. 'fbe mineral uu.t likely to be iret in request il that well knOlVD &0 

exidon theVI\D Stude', R.i.,~, betweep ·~b! ~~ ~ver andAlg08. &1,-beinr.ri~;~ein of 
Iilnr and.leuL I( it be true, .. ~y ~,< ,tb'at ~. hu been fOUlld aD ,~ ~. 
Ri"er.oot .far :w-m. frotll .Van Stude:_. Ri.~~ .. ".~~~' ~ ere loq..lItDU!. ~p' .. ~y,~ . 
~ to worlt it. ~.~uiaitJ~ .~~.;~~ •.. indeed., be iDnl~ ,~~~.~,;~,~ 
tHy would ""Wah .... m .... .r-.l\b!&)oer"""",.!oO'i .. ppIyma he ........ 
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worm; !!Ind.. Lam bappy in the proapect that an attempt i8 noW likely to be 

made, under circumstances ~bicb render its success higMy probable. The 

white mulberry attain!! to the highest degree of perfection i the climate is 

preci!lely sui~ble to the worm. and a "population well adapted fOI· the tend~ 
anee of these insects, ill to be fuund in the Hottentots. It requit"e~. in fact, 

nothing hut a very few persons skilled in thc art of winding the silk from 

tbe cocoons. to instruct uthers, and a proper set of machinery for the pUrpo!Ie. 

to insure the most perfect success. It fortunately demands no suc"h very 

large capital ~o stort upon, as might detcr individuals from embarking in it, 

if a public company formed expressly for "such "purposes should dcclilfe the 

undenaking. 

The whnle fishcries on the const, which have hithel'to furnished an 

export to England, I am sorry to say. have become lcss productive i'n each 

sueeeeding ycar; and this trade. unless it is capable of !})eing conducted 

on very different principles than the mere taking of the. whales that come 

into "thc bays, is soon likely to be of little value to the 'Colony. At present. 

I think that agriculture fOrolS n mOl·c profitable investment for the- capital 

of the resident at the Cape; and the merchants ' generally colln'ected with 

England. have their means otherwise engaged. 'South "Sea whaling ex~ 

peditions are carried on upon those·:principles of partnership between the 

owners and -the prew. that they can only be settled on the ship's retum 

home; and all ab!ence of two or three years from England is 'quite as' long 

as a seaman would generally be disposed to bind hi~n8clf to. 'Vhene\'!'r 

tRere: -it surplus capitnl among the Cape residents, this may· "be llndeTt8ken. 

r thirtk, "with great advantage, but nDt till then. 

" The ~lJieals which ate caught on this COQ!t afford skins or"·hut indifferent 

quality, and" fht-se are likely rather to "dimInish than "increase in quantity. "'The 

fish thlt,':'WUDI'-oft"tbe bank!!l oIthe-Cape, ' Bre entirely neglected .. "an a.rtide 

M"'fbr'eign tntle. ~hdligh~ t~ i!i · a:6"tit.tdaftre '-tit ,ISBJt 'to· ~ t~m. ""Pma} ... 
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the most profitable and extensive markets for, this kind of produce 'are 

to be found too ncur to the fisheries of Europe and of North America, to 

admit of a successrul competition. 

To the !cxport of articles to England. which I ba~e already mentioned 

n ... the produce . of the Colony itself, may be added the i\'ory, gum, and 

ostrich feathers, which form a lucrative branch of commerce between the 

settlers and the border tribes j being chiefly obtained in barter for beads, but

tons, and articles of small comparative value. This trade will probably 

be found susceptible of considerable increase. both in the Huantity and val'iety 

of the pmducts, when a more unreserved intercourse takes 1)lacc hctwecn the 

traders ond the natives. It was formerly restrictcd IJY law to an annual 

fair at .""ort V\' ilIshire, from n laudahlc desire to afford protection to those 

employed in the trade; and though this is now extended to a market twice 

a week at the same place, yet the thirst of gain causes a continued violation 

of the rules laid down by government, and udther the preventive service 

of the troops on the border, nor the dread of ill treatment from the natives, 

deter some adventurers from entering the forbidden country in the prose~ 

cution of so profitable a trade. Limited as the intercourse is, it must still, 

ere long. have some effect in civilizing these trites; and they have already 

property of lufficient value in their herd!! of cattle, added to the products 

I have mentioned, and to others that may yet be discovere,d amon·gst them, 

to give an equivalent for such articles as new wants may render desirable to 

them. 

The cbeapness of the cattle purchased from such neighbours as these, 

as well as the increase of their own flocks and herds in a country 80 well 

adapted to pasture, may prove to. the inhabitants of Albany the source oC a 

lucrative trade in the curing of salt provisions, which has been begun with 
. . >, 

aomerprospect of success, both with ~pect to. ita. cheapness and· good q~t~. 

I can speak of this from experience, having supplied some homew&rd.;..bound· 
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Indiamen with beef cured at Mr. Nourse'!J establishment, at the Kowie, which 

was 80 well approved that the commanders regretted thnt they had not 

taken more of it. The appearance Wa! not so prepossessing as that of Iru~h 

beet: but its quality was equally good. The country POSSC!I!es every natllral 

ad\'antage for this trade, and I have no douht of set:ing it hecome an im

portant article, not only for supplies to the shipping in the India trade, but 

also as an export to foreign countries. Not only salted provisions, hut salt 

itself may become a consid~rahle article of trade, whenever labour can be 

applied to the numerous salt-pans along the coast. The salt lakes of tlie 

interiur are too far distaot from the sea to furnish the article for export. 

Timber is sufficiently abundant in the forests of the Koysnn and Plet

tenberg's Bay ~o supply the wants of the Colony; hut neither is its quality 

sufficiently good. Ilor the price of the labour ~mployed in procuring it low 

enough, to render it an article of export; and indeed, until capital be found 

for the erection of saw~mills on the Kuyson, deals from Europe will even !itill 

he imported with advantage, the charges of freight, &c. being mor~ than 

counterbalanced by the expense of la1.our required to reduce the produce of 

the forests into this shape. 

With the exception of these districts, however, the Colony is any thing 

but well ~ooded; and on the sea-coast, particularly, great advantage might, 

I think, be derived from plantations of the pine, which have been so useful iu 

Portugal. The bark of the mimosa is well adapted for the usc of the tanner, 

and may one day become an article of export from Albany and C~ffcrland, 

as well as from the districts beyond the north-west boundaries of the Colony. 

The improved breed of Cape horses, for which the Colony is without 

doubt greaUy indebted to the patronage of his Excellency the present 

Governor. hu proved 80 considerable a source of profit to the farmers, as to 

have induced them to take great p~rns in the breeding of horses, and they 

now furnith a considerable article of export,-the finest to India, sometimes 

8H 
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bringing prices of two to three hundred guineas, and the less valuable ODe. to 

the Isle of France, (to which twenty or thirty are occasionally exported 'in 

onc vessel,) from 15l. to 50l. j-nor is this n branch of trade at all likely 

to decline, the number of valuable horses continually increasing. 

The Mauritius and St. Helena are certain and increasing markets for 

almost every species of the agriCultural produce of the Cape, and to her they 

must continue indebted for those useful supplies of corn, wine and oil, sheep 

ond cattle, butter, sOap, forage, and fruits. which the barrenness and limited 

extent of the one, and the sugar cultivation of the other, preclude them from 

furnishing themselves. The sugar and coffee of the Brazils nre occasionally 

exchanged for the corn and wine of the Colony :--of the latter some car~ 

goes have also been advantageously disposed of in Van Diemen'" Land and 

New South 'Vales; and, nutwithstanding the efforts to produce wine in the 

latter Colony, I think the Cape will be able for a ·long while hence to supply 

it at a cheapeT rate than it can he grown there. 
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so forlllidabl~ au obstacle in ma~y parts of the world, is hen, from the gene

ral excellence of the roads, and the ease with which fodder is obtained for 

the draught cattle, by no means so expensive as to for~ nny serious charge 

upon the produce brought to market, notwithBtanding that it requires from 

twenty to thirty oxen, divided into two teams or spans, for a weight of 

two thousand pounds. In one of those long journeys, a hoor travel! with 

his whole family and caravan, at p very small expense, taking dried meat 

with him; aud the cattle are grazed on the oUbipann places set apart fat' 

puWic usc. It has often been a suhject of discussion, whether it would not 

be better to use the draught cottle as Ilack-oxen, after the malluer of the 

Abol'igines. in~tead en: employing wagguus,-and I think it would certainly 

be cheaper. But the WaggOD is so congenial to the habitl'l of the Duteh hoor. 

that it must be Borne strong inducement indeed, that would cause him to adopt 

any other mode 'Of carriage than tbis, which is, all it were, a travelling house 

to him. 
It is much to be regretted that that ,usefll\' animnl the cornel has never 

been introduced into Southern Afri(~a. Although the roads are not in cvt!ry 

quarter so well calculated for its feet as the snnds of Ambia, yet in IIIllny 

part~ particularly in the Cape and Stellenhosch distrids, they arc equally t.o, 

and J'presume he might cr08S the Karroos without difficulty, Albany. Coffer

land, and the Bechuana country might be travcrJied with easer-these countries 

being of a Soft -nature generally; and indeed I am not aware that he is inca

pable of standing even a much ·harder road than most parts oCthe Colony. In the 

neighbOurnood of Mu~at an~ ' Arabia , Petrrea, camels are employed constantly 

in lravening rough Dnd MOllY r'egiont. If we look -at the small quantity 'of 

nourishment required by the · ~~"aDd·" the heavy-load be carries, . it is ·tlt onoe 

obVious what an ' advantage hit· irittodilction into .South Africa Would' ,~. 

On good· authority, I un~d ',il+' usual burthen is llh9ut750~.,>.-His 

18ixl j. eve1j"'tbinJ almost yoU .ibooie to give him; atraw, ·bram1:ilOo{ .~ 
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~ .• ,,", barley, &C. With &. ili.ogle pomtd of food. and •• much wa&et', .. 
in a .. da; •. he will travel for weeks together. And J cannot but join in ,he 

wish eKpreued. by the Editor of the "State of the Cape in 182i," whote 

notes fonn 110 valuabl~ a pal't of that work, that Gon'rnment would uoder4 

take the introduction of this animal, as the first cost is too great. and the 

profit to be obtained too remote, to incline pri.vate individuals to engage iQ a 

speculation of this nature. 

Canals ond rail-roads are entirely out of the. question; but few countries 

JlOSICU luch excellent natural roads, as I hav~ already observed, and with the 

exception of a few mountain passes and deep rivers,. the Colony can be tra

versed with~ the greatest ease from one end to the other. AU that can IJc 

done at present is to subdue, as rar as is practicable, the nfltural ditticulties. 

Government have lately done much in this way, and the Franschehock Pass 

will !land as n monument of fame of the planners of the excellent road over 

it. The next ohject worthy of n. similar attention is the Hottentots' Holland 

Kloof, which might, at a third of the expense, be rendered easy to cross, to 

the incalculahle advnntngc of the districts of Swelleodam and George, pnrti· 

cularly jf the Howhoek pass is ,Iso improVed. 

It is more difficult to render the rivers passable than the mountains. At 

one season of the year, when the rains set in, and when the dry beds of SWll-. 
mer are filled ~th furi(Jus currents that caITy all before them, waggons 

have been known to lie six weeks before one of these Wir.tCI' torrents. POIJt8, 

or floating bridges, are· used with great success on the Berg and Breede Rivers, 

anq. might in a few other instances. Perhaps the ingenious rope-bridge of 

Mr. Shakespeare might Rnlwer in ftOmc plact>8 here, as weD as over the torreQts 

ot .I~~a. At noy r~te. aome contrivance ought to be resorted tQ for the con4 

veyauceafthe mails, which is becoming daily "Of more vital importance to the 

CoIolIy· 
I aball now endeavour to point ant the various plac~ ·of" .. barkation to 
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which producc'may be brought for tr8.D8port by tea ; and at (he &arne time nqtice 

such improvements as they are sU\iCeptible of, either all inlets for the. coa~g 

trade. or 8S harbours on a Jarge scale. Bad as is the reputation of South 

African rivers. I apP"'chend that many of them may yet be rendered avail

able for comm("J'Ct'. whenever the increasing wealth Rnd population of the (h. 

lony shall render it practicable to bestow some expense upon their improve

ment; and in this light they have been viewed by mnny eminent nautical 

1Jlen on this station. 

The plnn !mggestcd by the late Commodore Nourse, for clearing the bar of 

the Kowie, is 8)lplicable to many other rivl'l"S on the cost coast;· and thc ~talt' 

• Extract from II. Report by Commodore Nourll() to Hi8 Excellency the Governur, dated 

at the Kowic, Oct. 17, 1823. 
" FromthQ har, the cuurse of the chann~l il> tortU('UR for !lOme distance, until it fall, into 

the .mouther uninterrupted C()u~e of tbe river, up which 1 proct'C{ll'd se"ell miles; and th(>r~ 
.CIUJ aearcely be ItJll thau four flltbotna 80 far Ill! sixteen mil~ up, without Ilo bllnkor ruck to inter

cept the prog"'.. Both ,ide. are thickly wooded elO8ll to tbe wuter'H edge .. 
« To re%DOft the ob8taclea, in ",me meuure. at the entrance, I1nd the wintling, and conte

ClueDt lodgement and shifting of sOond, I -think it woultl bl· wOTth the experiment to mske 

die COUTse iltraigbt from the bar to the straighter Il.ntl declleT put 'if tht river, tllat the tid!.! 
might have II IItraight inAux and TeAux ; wllich, with tIle fn:"hetR oceu~ionOolly, and the receding 
tide, would cliTry IIll the lUOlle sund into the sell, Wllich is now ludged noW" ih lllOUtll, 

" The flood tide would certuinly bring a quantity of that matt('r in again; but inlltead of 

being deposited. u it il now, JURt within itl cntraneo, it would be curied higher up nn~be diB
pened over the deept:r pum uf the river. The straight cnurse giveil withiu its cnirance, "Would 
con6ne the pUliage over the bar to une particular spot, and co'nsequentl; deepen it, whetelll it 

u now constendy shirtiug several poinu. 
" Should ,his be found to answer, I would propoae IUcl, a veuei, "·otked by .teAm, .. it 

und generally in h:ltboun in our seo.porta. to prevent thl<m rrom filling up,-which i. found 
to be oft.en ·,be cue. Thi, ve_l "Wuuld be employed when the bar is perf~ctly .mouth, (whieh 

1 am informed i. IO(Jmetimei the case for .everal day. t.ogether,) in deepeniug IlJld widening the 
bar: aud, at .ucb timn 11;8 the .un on the bar may preyent working up(m it. tIlt! veMeI (.'Ould 
be employed within, iu delU"ing and d.eepeO.illl tbe ehannel to the deeper part of the rivel:' . 

.. T~ would be little more than ·tae.:fint apeue of IUcla a yeueJ., all tbe WOCKU which 
C(I~e. down all the way up tbe riyet to the .".del' .ide, "IJf01lld furnish fuel tmough for .U ·pur

p"** for centUM. til come. The T..ael. .might be baUt on the banb, at the mouth or die 
·.rl1·8I". "end··$hc·1IUICbiBery MDt hem ~t..a. 



oT'fbe two hartioUrs, Saldanha Bay on the ~ west. and tbe KnY'DS on the east 

c6iSt. 'whose bold blnffclifi's, and n8~w' e:ntraneel, pft>!ent the same natural ob:

stacles to the accumJllatioll '(jf sand 'at their mouths as are proposed' to be art~ 

dally erected at the Kowie. is a tolerably strong proof of the good effects that 

would result from the adoption of some such plan, 

I am strengthened in my opinions on thil' head, by my rril~nd Captain Owen, 

commanding the Sflundron recently employed on the extensive sm'vey of the 

African coast, who has pointed out to me that similar inconveniences in some 
, 

of the harbours on the coast of Portugal · hsxc beep' obviated by similar 

methods.-

At th e 'seu!'Ions when n river of lhe west coast has dwindled into insignifi

cance, the sea, from the pfe\'akncc of the north-west monsoon, throws up a 

continual accumulation of sand, which it is no longer ahle to wash out, and a 

bar thus become.!! formed at iti! entnUlC:e, leaving only a narrow chaunel for 

the diminished stream to pass through, At the period when the north-west 

monsoon has ceased to hlow, the river, swelled into a tI)ITt~l\t. hllrsts through 

the lmrrier. which it again washes into the sea, leaving the entrance cleat' till 

a repetition of the same ca.uses produces the same ctfect~. From this circum-

" Regarding the labour for making a Btraight COIITRI' frmn the bllr tn tile deept>r part of the 
TinT, perhoptl nut mon~ thou forty rood& IIf Hiliul would have to be cut through, and I:ItIllIe &takt'a 
laid down, wit" 1I11-embllllkme\'Lt which th~ II:1nd w{luhl loon form IIgn inst it.~11 lu,wl' the river in 

a 8traight lille to the n~l!.ry diHtunce, 'fhi!> lubour, it Drl'''~nn tv lIle, Wt'U! it 1Il'Ct.'III;:lry , 

might be had lit little or no eXpe"Me. I will 8Uppoiif' !IO many oonvicbl on their way to Botany 

Bay. 88 might he thoutll1t necessary, landed at Kowie, wl.erc they OlJultl be hutte(1 and fed at 
a. trifti.11g expelllle, nutil the work were 6ni~hed, when they might be 1I@:llinemlJarkcd, and pr()
cted. to their ultimate de!ltillatioD." 

To tM 1;andillg "f colll·ietl! in the Cape Colnny. ulld~r lUI}' circumstanct.'I, there are· mOltt 
I1!l'iouI 'objection.; but it i. UnDeCCMD.ry 1.0 urge them, aiuce the Illmc,ohjf'Ct might be ,attained 

by IeDding .u, emigrant labouren at tbe public expt'nsc, on condition of their ~cr~icetl beiliK 
mortgsged to GOVI'<rnmeDt for a certain period on tbia or lilniJar public w(lrks . 

• Vide" De.crlption of the Coaeu. of PurtugaJ; tr~61ateJ frulll the Portugueac. b, Capt. 
W. F. W. Owen. RN."_Londoll, 1814. 
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stance may arise the discrepancy of accounts .1 to thc entranc:::es .of uJl.fre.. 

quented rivm when surveyed at ditferent seasons. As an instance of tbU, Illy 

friend Captain Vidal. of His Majesty ', Ship BaIT8CQuta"expressed to me hi, 

disappointment at finding the mouths: of the Nourse and Somerset Rivers, 

north of ~e ORriep. completely choked with sand ba~ks. though Capt. Chap

man, of the Espregle, had entered both of them at a different season of the 

yeer. Were 8 barrier raiaed sufficiently stl'ong to resist the weight of the 

winter floods, and confining the outlet of the water to such a space 88 the 

summt'r stream could keep clear of sand, the entrance would always be navi.

gable. The annexed sketch of the mouth of the Gariep. or Ol'ange niver, taken 

during the recent survey, will ansJVer as a general descri}:'tion of this kind of 

riVeT. It may, however, be ·remarked, that the Gariep being encumbered at 

its entrance with rocks, (as Been by the Espieglc at a different season,) and, 

mOreo¥er, on too large a scale to attempt any plan for narrowing its channel, 

is tat.D.y ·prevented from eyer becoming navigable. 

Thole eonnected with the interests of Kamiesberg, the ex.treme point of 

civilizatioa of the Colony to the DOrtb, . lIave, lQQg . • isbed.f<?1' a harbour. from 

which they might send th .... "'!'J'Iua jlI'IKi_. to the Cape. and have at 1aIt, 

.. I am informed, .oucceeded in finding • bltr that i. likely to An ....... the 

pwpooe. vi&,-ot tbe 'mouth .of,."·1aid down in the map ,,·Zw...aiDIi" 
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Ri~f oppoJite to the Komiesberg. An enterprising iadividuaJ connected 

with .he routing trade on the west coast of the Colouy has it in contempla

tien to try the experiment immediately. 

From the Zwartlilltjes River to the Oliphant's River, nothing like a 

bay or harbour presents itself, and the mouth of this fine river precludes aU 

entrance, owing to two bars of sand thrown across it, allowing only small 

boats to entel'. Immediately over the bar the river is deep, and contimlPit IIfl 

for ncarly twenty miles. It is much to be regn.·tted that it is not navigal,le. 

However, a place a little more to the southward, called Lambert's Bay after 

the admiral of that name, has lx."Come serviceable for the village of Clan

\ViUiam, lind a small vessel tl'ades between this spot Rod Table Bay. 

The next harbour that presents itself is St. Helena Bay,- a very large and 

eornmodiolls une, and, as already mentioned, possessing safe anchorage in one 

port of it. It is, however, greatly exposed to the north-west galcs. The 

Berg River faUs illlO the bay. hut its mouth is blocked up. by a bar of sand. 

Saldanha Day having already been alluded to, it is unnecessary to repeat that 

it· is otle of the best bays, when once entered, on the African coast, hut nearly 

destitute of fr~h water. Much bas heen said about bringing the Berg River 

into this bay; but I fear, if practicable, this is not a wOI'k for the present ge. 

neration.. Saldanha Jiay being situated so fur to leeward of the Cape of Good 

Ho~, during dIe soutlH!ast lUOlISoon, renders it far from being that desirable 

naval station s .... much recommended hy some writers. 

We now come t(l Table Bay. the grand rendezvous of the colonial vessels 

and traders, and the resort of Indiamen for refreshment to and from India. 

This bay has long IM.."Cn the subject of discussion; and in general its safety as 

a harbour has been much undervalued, although occasionally during the 

month!! of IUDe, July, and August, it is exposed to the north.west monsoon. 

Mnch has 'been said OD the feasibility of a mole or breakwater i but if this. 
, 

could be accompliahed, J have my doubts whether it would answer or not. A 

S I 
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brcakwater, even ~m as cxtensive ii scale as that at Plymouth, w~d scarcely 

stand the sea that -would occasionally roll against it j and dUling the south

cast gale~ I fenl' more wrecks would be cau~d by ships driving upon it • . than 

would IJe saved by its pl'otIXtion in the north-west monsoon. It is also doubt

ful whether the bay would not fill up with sand and mud, which is now kept 

~lear by the current that sets into the bay on the south side of RobiJcn Island, 

aDd runs out at the north side. *' 
An ingeniou ... plan has been ~ttggestt-d by CAptain Knox, of th~ merchant 

seni<:t', fol' the formation of a Jarge Lasin, capnhl(' of containing n oHlsidemblc 

fleet, both of merchantnwn and men-of-wlll'. I se(~ no ol~je.ction to the plllD, 

except t1ll' expense, which I fear would both be greater t.han the ,;rqjcctol' or 

it anticipates, or than the Government would undertake without rcfl"rencc to 

its utility to His Majesty's Navy. Simon'gIlay, too, is on so many accounts 

preferred, us 1\ naval station, that I fear merchant shipping must still trust to 

good. anchors and .hempen or coil' cahles fol' riding out the gale~; and if they 

are as wen fouml in these as they ought to be, there is by no means the dan

ger which the Ih'llucnt lo~s('s (occasioned in somc instances "y carelessness, 

and in othel's by ignol'8nl'f',) would lead us to snppos{'. I shouJcl he sorry to 

insinuate that tuany case!>, and those very distressing' ones, have not occur

red, whcl'e not the slightest blame would attach to the upfortllnate sufferers j 

but I cannot help thinking that there is some trutlt in the ,",emark which l.l 

naval friend made to me, that if captains were sale owners, and their ships 

uninsured, it would materially contribute to the safl'ty of Table Bay. 

The present commodore on the station CR. M. Christian Esq.), nnxious to 

add to the surety of Table Bay, has proposed · tiers of moorings for \'essd s of 

• Thill curtl'nt is wt'!ll kllown by Illl llaUtlCu.l mell to lIet from the eut round the CiIopt! 

into th~ AtJlUltic. HOIIVt'!ver, a re«lIt drcumlltnnoc Clouted mueb do~bt upon tbe lubject. \-iz . 

1lft.e1' t~ wreck of t~e Pt!raeverance on t~e ~hlll.e ~' . ue.,- R!llI~ liland, II. eaak o~ w~ 
·part of her eo:rgo. wu found in Simon's Bay, bnillg w~th41re9. t~l~ pt)int. This appeared 10 
me .. mystery, until ·Captain Owen gave rnlrto tlud6ftta.d·iW 'in eddy ·eurrent.lJC1.a 1'1)uad tlle 
CalM!, to the eut, cloae to the ahore. 
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all sizes, ,,,which I have little donut would answer nineteen sea.,ons out of 

twenty. : and 'the expense would be small in COlnplu·json with any other plan. 

Plenty of anchors ~ust be lying at thc diffcrcnt depots i!1 England, and the 

commodore. with his squadron on the station. would be at the trouhle of lay

ing them down. 

For the aCCOUlmodation of the trade of thc vlace, something might certainly 

he done in till'. way of cl'ecting n substitute for our frail jetty, that totters 

upon little more thnn one-third of its original supports. If the eXJlCtlSC is to 

be considered. funds might eDsily be raised in shares. secured hy a wharfage 

until the amount is redeemed. Tht' vicinity of Roggc Bay, nenr the I'ost

oflic(~ and ' Custom-housc, appear ... naturally adapted for the site of a new 

landing-place, and much morc cOllvcnient to the town , than where the present 

WOodCIl jl'tty stllllds. Alloth('r gl'(~at advantage ill its heing placed there would 

he in the opportunity afforded to bouts to' go uff to the assistance of ships in 

distress, either in a north-west 01' south-cast galt', whereas it is quitc im

practicable to I(~avc the present jetty with a north-west wind, u time when it 

is often most Tl.,<plired to CIU'I'Y off an anchor or cable, The ncw jetty. or picl', 

I should propose to be built of stone. which could easily be ))l'Ocured on the 

spot. The situation to which ] allude presents some gl'eat natural aids 

in formiug it. as foU'lws: To the right and left. chains of rocks. A and B, 

run put flomc c.tistant,(', 'as shown ill the annexed sketch, on which ought 

to be constructed piers sufficiently substantial to protect the jetty C from 

the north-west and 8outh-.east winds. which would form a: wharf for landing 

goods, &c, The head of the pier C being in tolerably dec}, water, some of 

the sUlaller e088ters, in fair wf'flt.her, might be brought even up to the wharf 

BDd discharged: and the basin would form an excellent protection to the small 

9 I .2 
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craft and boat!';, now flO much injured in' bad weather. The HghthQu", (of 

which on engl'aving is prefixed to this Chapter) has been alluded to alread.,., 

at the entrance to Table Bay. nnd Captain Owen'! dirertionsJ recently pub

lished, will be a sufficient guide for entering the bay,-

• Considcrable wlICussion hns existed amung scientific IUl'II, 8.11 to the fBct, whether tilt' 
ocean has bet!u gaining UllOll the la.nd, or the Illnd upun the ocean, in tbi!l part uf the glolw. 

Mr, Barrn ... argue. strungly again" the latter hypotbesi., and offen IOnle oogellt argument. 
in lIupport uf the formcr. OthC'r writeu lIuyc adnpted iliffcreut theuriel" I Ilrctcnd lIot tu 

hazard any deciutlll OpilllOIl 011 Ll subject involvcd ill such tlifficulties; but tllC following fach 
may ~ not unworthy, perhaps, of ~ing Jlotic:cfl. 

ht. SoUle sUlull islandll in Simou's Bay, 1I10n, pllrticulllrly Duykl'r hialld, which, iu UII:! 
memory of many of the inhabitantll, were Ollct' detached from the contilll'lIt, ure lIOW coullectell 
by low j1!thmu8ts. • 

2J. Ou the slim of the Down" or FIIIU, which form an ulhmul between tire CIll* 
peninllula anllthe r;-,t of the contin;-nt, there waa di~coVl'Ied a few yellrs ago, Ilt II con,idcr

able dilltance from die sca, what .eemed to be the timberll of 1'1 Yl'AAeI deeply itnbedded in the 
Yond. Thi. I had myaelf a C\lT~y view of, but there was too little of the wood visible to 
enable me to form any clellT judgment of its alulpe, or probalJle purpo~e. I fOUlrd, however, 
!lOme metallic sublltanCt! fiud' in the wood in Il very (lQHotled atnte. A nautical gt"ntlcmlln who 

~iaed it with more ~ than J hIW. V1 opportunity M bestowing, think!; that the wood 
(which baa apparently heen buried for I1gc~ in the ~UJl(l) greatly re~emblell cetluT,-l1ud COII

ceivt'l! it po,.itdr tllUt filiI! may be the remniml uf ,oml' undent PJIQ"Dic:ian vl~slwl, wr('cked here 
when our prellent Cnpe flntH were nnder wllter,-furming. perhaps, a slrallow IItrait between 

Wynberg and the Kodrerg. Thill ill certainly n r~ther wild-looking hypothcll.i~,-yd, that 

tile land ill "the southern extremity of Africa mighl he cll'Vutcd from tllll tlCa without nccesl!8-
ri.ly..t\.oeting (as Mr. Barrow IlI.pposes) the levd of the nortlrern e~trernjty, i, \W~dent ffO'lft 
the etfect. pntduced by recent earthquakes in Chile, ill elevlLting, tbll whole. elr.tent of cout for 
\lOme I.ulldn.-d miles. Is it not, aI'IO, poStlible to acx:ount for the fonnatien tlr n low '1IlIIdy 
istbmu8 like tbe Cape Downs, from the alJ1:lncy of tidea and wind. Illone coUecting a mUll of 
dnd in a shallow &trait? The formation of the imnH"n&e ~and hill' along the IMlUt.hem cout, 
IlIld 011 the MotH of 'fable Bay itlK'lf, indicate- pretty clearly how such an operation would 
)Irooeed, if once commenced. 

WbateTtl1' may bel in tMa. Captain Ov.-en ,aemll to han nbtuned .trung evidence of the 
commeroe of the PI,reniciana baving extenll(."<i from the Red 8f:a, much farth er down tile 

('ftlltern c:ouU of Africa than i. gmIerally imaglJle;d ; ' and to have Jftcty clt"1trly lllIoertained 
that the odebrw.tAIiIl goldmiaea· of _aiedt o,Mr ...e ~""" itl1be~iciDity of lnhmnban.-. 
where it i. remarkable that a place of the JllnUI eI Oplir .. ~ rich, in gold and ivory, U:Hta 
at tlte p1'e8ent a.,., It~; timefore., ao,..x~" iucredjble, that the Pb<Uldali 

~ ......... y .ft '" 11, ~'UM't: • . ., ...... , 1Itpw.fJW. tlw lo4i.&Il:ODeaD. 
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Aftet , ~ing 'fable Bay. the only Bare barhoW' between it and the real 

Cape of ~ Hope, is Hout's Bay, perfectly safe when once in, and only 

slightly.affected by the w"'"tb..eaat wind.: there is one danger neat the en-
• 

trance, a rock laid down in aU chart.. I t is too near Table Bay ever to be 

0. place of any importance in the way of trade. 

On rounding the Ca.pe of Good Hope,· you enter the wide and extensive 

Fal8e Bay i 80 called from ships baving often been deceived in coming from 

the eastward. After rounding Hanglip, in darkish weather, imagining that 

they had passed the real Cape of Good Hope, they stand to the north, 

when in a shOl't time they find themselves 011 the Muizenberg beach, at 

the bottom·of False Bay. 

Of Simon's Uay and False Bay, the ample information coBtained in the 

works of Mr. Barrow, and our" Civil Servant," render any farther details 

altogether superfluous. The dangers too in entering the bays are laid down 

in aU charts,-the Whittle-rock. and Seal-island in False Bay, and the Roman 

Rock, and Noah's Ark, all entering Simon'5 Bay: on the latter, a lighthottee 

would be very desirable. Of the present lltate and population of Simon's 

Town, the work last mentioned affords a very full and accurate accouut. 

From Fake Bay to the Breede River, no harbour of any kind exists. 

The mouth ofthis l'iv,er. now called Port Beaufort, allowr vessels of ioo tom 

• On one of my. YUit. to Simon', Town, 1 made un excunion to this extremity of the c.t.pe 
vromontory,- tho ffal " Cabo Tonneuto8o,"-in company with 8OIJ'Ie officers of Hill Maje"ty'lI 
Sbip.,·Owen Olendower, "nd Martin. The road lay acr05s a rugged chain of rocky hm" Ctlmpos

eel of ~be .. me material. III a great part Gf th~ mountains in thill part of the ~ony ,~e 
Ilnd granite. TIlt! appt'arance ofthililOuthern abutnlcnt of the African continent i~ bold, bleU, 
OI od desolatt>. In all in1UH!Ille cavern at the bottom of the clitf'IJ, waslled ocCMionally by the bil_ 

Ion Of tile gre.t ,.wthern ocean, we found a piece of wreck, oonaiating of a ahip's ,.Nidla", 
&<:.,_ mruuwholy memorial fIf eorne one of the many diauter. which have happened on thi. 
Ikltmy oo.t aiDee tbe a.:d"enturou, V I8CO de Gama doubled the promontory four hundr~ }"ean 
.... Thill OIVent, ... eci to be ·the reeort of innumerable A(lCkI of 11(!8 feWl, bu., OtIIltaioed 
uothiug ehe Hfnarkablfl. 
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to cnler, Ulld dis<.:hol'b1'C nnd load in safety. and has become a regular pllk'e of 

t'xpOJ1 for the produce of Swcllendam. Corn and stock are occasionally ex

Jlorted direct from it to St. Helena; but this only by !i~cial penniasion, WI 

it has not. yet. like Algoa Bay and Port Frances, become a regular port 

undel' the Custom·ho1l5c regulations. 

Not far to the enst of Port Beaufort is Massel Bay, vf':ry :o;imilar in many 

I'CSpccts to Algoa Bay, being safe fmm aU winds but the south-east. The 

lauding is good, olld a large grannr)' or storehouse is erected at this spot, for 

th(~ rccc!.tiol1 of com for cxpol'tation to Cape Town. 

The Knysnlt harbour is well known. The entrance is so narrow, Ilnd the 

rocks so Pl'ecillitous, that the influx and reflux of th~ tide kt 't'l) it clea!' of 

sand to the depth of eighteen feet at ebb tide, in thc bar. ""hen inside, a 

finer harbour cannot he dcsirt~d, as it is perfectly safe from nil winds. An 

interesting chart of this harhour is to he found ill Mr. Barrow's work. Its 

chief export is timher; hltt there is ahunduncc of lund capable of producing 

corn, so that. in time it cannot fail to iucrca!'(! ill importlmCl!. 

Plcttenberg'I> Bay affords good anchorage, and li'ow thence also timber 

is shipped. Like Algoa Bay, it is exposed to the south-enst winds. 

The next hurbolU' 01' inlet we meet with, is the Kl'(JulIne River and Bay,

the river admitting vessels of 200 tons, and the buy ppssessing: good ancho

rage for large ships. This place has not hitherto ~en IIlUCYI vi:sitcdJ .a11d its 

nd\'nntages arc little kuown. hut it may become of first-)"(ltc importance ere 

long. if, in addition to the abundance of timber in its neighbourhood. in . the 

ZitzikaDlro8, an,d the produce raised by the wealthy boors in the Lange-Kloof 

and the parts adjacent, it be tnle that coal is to be found on. its ballks. 

Port Elizabeth, in Algoa Bay, is the next harbour . . As a mercantile port, 

it has become next in importance to T~)e B~y, and will prove the principal 

port 'of the eastern division of thepoloDY. The Zwartkops river, .which 

flOWlS past Uitcnhage. falla iuto Algoa Bay., and vessel!! (If nearly iOO tOnI 
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have entered. it, hut its mouth is oCca!lionaUy ohslrur.tl>d with n hal' of SUlUt. 

It is however capable of great improv;ement, and would at. no very enormous 

expenSe' ·become nav.,.igaIJle for steam-vessels nearly to the Drostdy, wh.ose 

lising importance I have already noticed. Chimerical as thi" may seem tu 

those wh:> have long considered inland nn"jgntioll as entirdy Ollt of the (,nes

tion. I yet hope to lh'e to sec it carried into ex('clltion. 

Though Algoa Bay has hitherto been considered as the port of the new 

settlement, its distance from the frontier rcnders it less eligible than Port 

Franccs at the Kowie River mouth, which is the fu:xt port to the eastwal'd. 

and which rivel' flows through the heart of the district of Albany . or the 

practicaiJility of dearing the bar I have already spok(!n; and as Go\'crnment 

has laid down moorings off ils mOllth, and inade it a Custom-house port. it 

is to he hoped they will take an early opportunity of ('ompleting a work so 

e:;:;ential to the prosperity of that part of the Colony. This is the last 

harLom on the eastern coast of the Colony. 

The Great Fish River i~ said to have been entered by a I)()ut. undl'r th<· 

superintendence of MI'. Bailey, a gentJeman in that vicinity; but the Imr is 

constantly shifting, and the offing is much more exposed than the K6wic 

mouth. Beyond this I am not pcrsonaHy acquainted with the coast; but the 

whole of it having lJe~ recently surveyed hy Captain Owen, R,1"!" a much 

more ¥a)uahle ae~ount win douhtless come before the public from him than 

any slight sketch I could pretend to give . 

. Whatever may be the diversity of opinions entertained as to the capa

bjJities of the Cape fot' becoming a place of commercial impDrtance, it will 

at least vindicate the judgment of its first founders, by continuing to hethe great 

half-way boulle to India. The cheapness and abundance of provisions; . the 

security of its bays, if resorted to at the propel' ~casons; the profits of 
• 

bringing hither. and carrying back the numerous valetudinarians. who. no 

lOOger able to conceal from themselves the cffectl~ of the hurning sun of 



hldia. leek J'or re1Jtoration to health in our -milder climate j and the chances 

of a JIlarket which often affords a tlale for India. produce, profitable enough 

to pay, at leut. their expen8es,- will always prove sufJicient temptation. to 

the commanders of Indiarnen to touch hf."re. in spite of the ill.founded objec

tions against it as a port. The ships of the East India Company indeed. 

with the exct!ptions of two annual ships from China. are instructed to avoid 

the Cape. and J't'sort to their own settlement of St. Helena. But their ex

ample ill peace, nnd (?l'en their influence, should another war break out, i[ol 

hc<:oming of Jess importance. Qnd our fleets of free traders would hardly 

be compelled. for the convenience of the Company. to relinquish the ad

Tantages of the Cape for the expensive rendezvous of St. Helena. A few 

year. more will probably give 'to the private traders of Great Britain the 

saUle supc-ri\lrity in the trade to China. which they already enjoy in that to 

India; for it can hardly be supposed that Government will renew the ex

clusive privileges of the Enst India Company j and painful as it is to con

template the decay and gradual extinction of the fine"t dass (If merchant 

ihip. which ever graced the commercial annals of the world. whether we look 

to their mCI"C mechanical exceUence. 01' to the high character of the officer.i 

brought up in the East India Company's service.-yet, without such exclu

sive privileges, the trade of China mUlt gradually be JI8nsfciTed into the less 

.plendid. though more extensive channels of individual entet'prise. 

The increasing trade between Great Britain and her Australian 1X'8ses .. 

sums, renders the Cape also important as a place of refreshment to the ships 

bound to that quarter; and not a few are now beginning to avail themselves 

of its advantages in this respect, ~d, of the chancetl of a ·middle freight, which 

the increasing intercourse behreen.the two colonies give. tbem an 0CC:WJ.i0nal 
apport-unity of obtaining. . . 

If the commercial · advanta@ell · .of tlt~ C!IP<' be but little tempting io t,be 

adventurer for wealth, it ia lQIJle cou,olatioo.1hat no great taeriiice of bealth 
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.iI required for ita attainment; aad .I think this circum.uuce ooutlibutes in 

lOme degree to. place the state of society all a better footing in thi. Colooy. 

thap it iI represented to be in maln)" others, He who stakes his life againRt a 
• 

• peedy return to his country with " a fortune." which he expects will give 

him. importance there, in the eyes of t~ose who will uot trouble thernseh'cs to 

inquire bow it was accumulated, if he be not careless as to the means he uses 

to obtain this end. is at least too often but little solicitous fOI" tht! future ad

vantages of a.JtOCicty which he intends quitting as soon as his purse is made 

up; and to this cause may be attributed much of the selfishness and irregu

larity of principle which arc objected against colonists in gt'neml. The young 

and eager .otaries of Mammon :lre continually pouring in, while those whom 

a more advanced age, and more affluent r.iPcumstances, ought to render the 

ornament and the defence of the country to which they owe their wCalth, 

leave it, - too happy if they escape with a constitution only half ruined, to re

turn to that which they have never cellied to consider as their" home." 

The contrary to all this happens at the Cape, where there is no field for 

making a rapid fortune, though abundance of room for the pro6table exertion 

of persevering industry; and when a man feels that he is destined at least to 

a ·long residence, if not to pass the remainder of his days. and perhaps to 

bring up his family in a country, he becomes naturally anxious, not only to 

uphold Iris own &har~et by the sacrifice of a thousand little selfish feeling.'! 

to th~.general good. but is interested in every improvement of the place and 

itA inhabitants. It becomes, in fact, his country, aud when his wealth and 

leisure increase, tie feels little inclination to quit a spot where his conduct baa 

·raiIed him to a rank and con8ideration comparatively far greater than he 

co~ hope ·to attain in any other situation. Instead. therefore, of sending 

back: to Europe her adventurers rich in purse and poor in constitution, the 

Cape bu a fairchance of retaining within itself the property. experience, and 
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kindly feelings of her inhabitantl, and of. paaily advancing 'in intellectual 

improvement, 

Few ranks in society w.ould gain much increue in happittelll by a ~y.1 

fl'O~ the Cape. if a salubrious climate, and an ea5y acquitJition of aU ,the 

neceuaries, and many of the conveniencif's and luxur~ of tifp. may 'be IUp

posed to promote this end; and in Te!ipCct to lIGCiety, tm. Colony is fortu

Date alJove most others in posaessing a variety suited to oll cla55e8, Tbe gen

tleman, whether sportsman. scholar, or man of pleallure, rna, ht're paM his 

time with congenial associates. Though it would be absurd to compare the 

society oreape Town with that of an European metropolill for extent and 

variety. it is not too 'much to state. that there are few Incn either of rank 01' 

talent so exalted a. not to find there appropriate companions in the principal 

official persons of the Colony, (many of them relations and connexions of 

families of rank in England,) and in the officers of His Majesty's military and 

naval services, and the visiton from India, who fonn. in every point of view. 

to valuable an addition to the population of the Colony, 

Of ,female society I do not prof CD to be a critic, an? my testimony to ita 

merit. would be of small value indeed. In any points, however, where it falls 

,hort of perfection, the fault cannot be attributed to n want of the brightest 

eJlample in the highest and most influential quarter j and they I~Ult have , 
little experience in the world. who do not kn"ow hO'l.- to estimate this benefit 

at its full worth. 

The working bees of the hive, whether merchants, agriculturi.ta, trad ... 

men. or mechanics, much less prested by the severity or duration of their 

labours, than those of the same classes in England. pass their leisure hOUri 

either in their family circle, or in comrany adapted to their respective habiu, ...... 

~nt_ tho" Jess happiJy perhaps that it becomes leas refined in proportion to their 

:' !<~('nt in the Kale ,of soci.e\y. 



If it be objected that I have spoken in too ~ne terms of the _to 
of Southern Africa. I can only reply, that I should be ashamed if I could speak: 

coldly on auch a aubject: There I have passed in happiness" the fint ye8l'8 of 

my active life, and laid up experience sufficient. I trust, to guide my steps 

hereafter. There I have encountered some dangers, and thel'C experienced 

the forbearance. hospitality. and protection of all classes of people, from the 

wandering savage of the desert. to the highest ranks of ci vilized society. 

I hav~ met with but little unkindness even from those quarters where com

mercial rivalry may be supposed not to engender the best feelings. I judge 

of the future by the put i and many must be the storms I encounter in my 

fjtrther voyage: through life, before I shall cease w esteem the place of my 

'residence in the runest sen!lt" of the word. as the Cape of U GOOD HOPE." 

SKi 
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No. I. 

ACCOUNT OF THE AMAKOS.tE, OR SOUTHERN CAFFERS.-

Hittor:V.-GoverruMrrt.-Crimtl and Pvnilllf7fe1lu.-Sorcery.-Rtligion aml SuptrnitwlIl. 
Circ-wmcilion._Marriagt._lUedicinc and Surgtry.-Funeral Rifet.-DnlS.-OfftQfftntt,.

AgrU:ultlln._I1ullJ.irtg._LangvaKt._Ih,cription of the COII"/ry.-JON/"n.~ thrulIgh. the 
A.aloro ,""itary.-/Nlervieru with Hin:l(l, the principal ChUf. 

H,a1'OaT.-The national appellatioft or the Southern Caffen i, AmdOlQ, the liogulllr or 
which i. Kom. Their country i •• ometimn called A_lotintl. 

Aceording to the tradiliona.., account. which I have collected from cheir old people, thi. 
tribe fint teUled on the Great Kei River under their chief, Toguh; but whether they were
I eolon,. from 'he TIJ",AutJcie or Amat,VWtha tribe, or froM. lome of the natKln. farther to tile 
north· east, 1 hive n.t beeQ able to ucertain. The period of their cu'ligralion, 1'lIurlY al call 
be eot'ofed from the ell.i.ting tradition., appears to h;ve been about ).50 year. ago, OJ' .orne • 

... hlt4fl!9rc. 
1'btl IOn8 of To,uh "ere Gond~. Tind~, and Keit.hi'!. Gond~ luccecded hi, father a. 

priocipal chier; and the other two brother. remo'f"li rcom Ihe Kei, and Icttletl on the cout, 

• fth ..-lIt hM btMm 'ert~ ftotu thf. IDUll'Itcrip\ Dotl!lo 01 tM R .... Mr. BrmmIee. who hat 1'Mld.d .. r...........,. unoag lbe CaI'en for "\"fI" (# tiShl ran. h .... written '" !tlr. B, (withlAlt any bowledp 
01 IMIt' .• la. •• . work,). .. l.irtl,. ffOUl, bls 0WlI ~Il.illn ... aDd infonal\lOll olKalnl!ld f1'f)fl!; the IlUlftl, 

It will 'ba ""'_ \0 ~~ LWh~II~tein' •• u.~ent.o 0lIl mln1 polllll, aDd to 4i.tl' from dleIIIllI. ~ 
......,tailyi.n th8 hlator;w dew.lIl. whicll in ~r, Browulee'~ t\11l1m. .. ry ~ tl:lUth leN rU O\lrahl. to. Ualk •• 
nv., ,die tAiailmlT)'. livillf In babi~ of tWJ.y ID~ with the nllti ... e. • .IIld .peaking their iluiguage, may 

.. ~ ",udihd. to gr... ,_ ACIlIl!'lIoft ftprtIIIIntatiOD or luc-lI IIIJIUtn dla.!. th, but}' u.....ner. In the 

,....u Ike. _.-al \Opi~ all'llMymflidently ...tIUoonr., (nlal former writen., hal" t...n IInliued or f'\InalltId. 
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between the KalumDa· and Buffalo Riveu. At thlt period the GODAq.UA Hottentot, had their 
chief krill. on the eout; but like"i,e inhabited the country alon, the Buft'aIo Rinr. anct 
up to the very .ouree, of the Kei.kamma. 

On the dellh of Gonde, he "'III lucceeded .. chief, over part or the tribe, by hi. 'OD 
T.hio; but the younger brother, M.ndanka, had been deelared by hi, father independent of 
Tlhio, and a number of the pepple removed under the guidance or thit young chief to the 
country . ituated helwu n t(ll' Chumi and Kat Rivers, amd anerW'ardl$ occupied alia dIe hanks 
of the Kounap, and the country on tlle Gr~t Filh River oppoaii.e to Somenet. 

T abio had atareely luccerded to the govcrnment, when he lent out hi. fon:ca to alluk the 
dan of K~itahe, and defeated them near the mouth of the Kalunmll river; Ind .. rter thi., 
(which happened .. bout ninetY-lcvell, or ooe hUlldred yean ago). the whole of Kt:htih~t. Ilorde 
rema\-ed to the nurthward, an tI have never ft ince been heard of. Thl' warrior ",,110 htld the 
chief commdnd in the expulsion of Keibh~ , waa crealed a chief by '1'.hio, arlll from him are 
de.cendttd the Congo family, since 50 well knowll on lh~ frontit!r. 

Shortly after thil period tbe Gonaqua Hottcntol>lt who were go\'~rned by a chi~f n3med 
Kohla, bad talabliabed tllcir kraal. between the Filh and BushUlan Rivers; a'ml the CdCTS 
of the K ueha and the Tindi! clanl, being prCfo8oo for room, purchased from Kohla thc ter
ritory along the coast, from the Fi5h to the Sunday River, including tIle trael of country now 
occupied by tbe Briti,h settlers. The price Will II large number of cau lc. After tbi, amicable 
arrangement, the Cliffe,. began to occupy the Zuuneld, and the GonaqulI retired northwlrd 
to the Zunrberg and 8ruintjet-hoogt •. 

The Dutch coionillll began, ere long, to extend their Idtlement. to Bruintjel_hoogte. 
The Hottentots having been lIubdued or driven back before them, (and tbe femalel and children 
made prilonera and reduced to lervitude), no energetic resistance had hitherto been oppo.ed 
to their progreu; but whl'n they met ... ith the CaffcflI at thl!' Fish River, tbey found them a 
much more formidable oblltacle to their acq ui ring cnlire poucBlion of thc country. l~or lome 
timc, however, they .eem to hll"" 1V0idl.'d any direct IiCU of oppre"ion, or other mea5UU!. that 
'might provoke their hostil ity. The Chrillian and the Caffer occupied the country together, 
and livttd in amity, until, a. the Cafl'er. relate, the following barba"fUl act of perfidy "'II per-
petrated by tie Coloniatt. , 

About fifty .. ill yean ago the boon. at Bruilltjet-hoogte invited the Mand.nlr.ae 'tlan or 
Calfen. of whom Jalumba wa. then chief, to meet them (In the welCern blink of the On-a/, Fi.h 

River. for the purpo.e of holding a cOD.ultatioD 00 .ome public matter.. The Mandankttr 
attended tbe muting, where .. pala"r wal held, .n~ the), were entertained with to~. 

After 'Whieb the !Jq'tr ... id they had brought a co.dy pretent fitr their good friend. the Cafre,. ; 
and ba~ing 'pread ~ome ru. h mat. on tbe ground. tbey covered them with ~ad., and .vite4 
their .i"iton to make a . eramble, and <li.play their activity in pidtiug them; up. upolu,lipl 
to be Siven. The boon dlen retired ,a little diataDee to where tbeir gUM 'Were IYiDr feild, 
loaded "nit. two or three ,bulleu eMlh • . The ,.ipal ,wu given by the Veld-Comet Botmao. 
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'l'be Calrt'u t n.hed upon the bC'lIl1S, overturning each other in tbeir ('agernen, The 

boon at the lame j .. ~tant leised tht"it guns IInu poureu in Q voil"'Y upon their un~u.pecting 
vi.iton i and .0 ticstruccive wall their muutewliM aim, that very few, it is sai~l, eKaped tbe 

mllSllIcre ! The residue llfthe Mllndankro immediately abanlloned the hanks of the Filh Rive r, 

and . ougll! refu~e in the ZuurvdJ with the Chief Congo, and tilc ir countrymen of the 
Tillde tribe. 

But tQ return to the royal falllily. On the J eDth of Tshio, Ioi. tWI) ~oWl, Ga\';ka- and 
"a10,t ruled in amica.l.tle conjunction. On the dcceaMc of the Iil.t~r, then~ waM n rt'J.tular tlivi. ion 
of Ille Amako.a nation, by mutual cOll8tnt; IInll Kachablo, the iun of Palo. migratt'd from 

the Great Kei Hiver with 1111 his fol1owen, lind set de!! tWaT tlte .ourcei of thc Keis l(nmma and 

Chl'mi. 

Ktlchabt-, aner I'stabli.hing !tim~elf in thi. part of .. tlte country, marrietl hi" pitlesl daughter 
10 a chil' l' of the Tllmbookie6 (Amatymhre); but nut Leiug' .alisficd with the caule that were 

givell Ly thc Lridegroom, he lent his eldest SOil Umlilo to demand IS farthcr contrillUtion . The 

young cltier, oowcycr. died in the Tllmbookic count ry; and ",lll·ther lliere wu iUl.~ !;u.picion 
of treachery, or thai his father only wanted,. pretence lor Ilis violtnce, Kaell.b\> immediately 

a ftcrw,1Td~ attackl-u tlte Tumhookics. pretending that they had employcd sorcery agains t him. 
Arter n grt·at d"lIl of fighting, Kadlaup IUII, ccc~lcd ill bringing off" hiA daughter. aud ravaged 

tlte Tambnokic cOllntry to 511Ch n degree, that part of it lay dcsolmc for mallY yelHI afterwarda; 

hilt thi$ Htrimlellt ehiefmin Wit! uitimi,tt'ly oyerthrowlI anu IIlain in one of hi>! mnrauding 
(''''pe{lition~. 

On th le' dl'::Ith of Knell/lbt\ hl~ sC'crH\d Mlol S' Lhambi: ~n c.-:ect1t:,l llim ::II regl'nt of tl,~ 
tri!te._Gaika, tit .. son of Umlao, the lineal h.-:ir, bL·iug yt't ill11inor. S'Lhamhi, the b ,tier to 

secure his 0\\' 11 authority, "llIcerl \ti8 si~te r Ishuu. Over thOle kraals thnt llad Ltcen uUlkr the 
lI,ey of hi8 decl'ued brother Um180. 

The only thing worthy of nnlice thnt oecurreJ during G:1ika'~ minority, wall an attack on the 

dan of Congo, at the inHtigatioll of lhe Dut ch colonist.. Cungo W!U assailf!d on one aide hJ 
S'Lhambi, and on the othcr by the boors at the lIame time; yet, though many of his fo llowen 

were dc,tr~yed, he.kept 'Ii ~ grunml in apile of Ilis encmies. ,\t thi" timeG~~a wau a , ery 
youngunanj and wa~ carricd by S' Lhambi on the t'x]¥'dition, to t rain hun to hardihootl and 

heroism. • 
It. "',a l at this period that the C,Wcn firHt began t(J carryon exten,ive dCJlredatiolli ag~inat 

the colonist,; and, as Wid to be expected, the Mllndankll' Tllce, who had now hecome a broken 

cluo, and werc dispened among tlte other tribes, were tltc mon inveterate i i_I punuing a Iystem 
orh,?,til;,), to thdr colonial antagoni't' . 

• :rUt! 'T'g<tri!'kll of Liclttenatelt •. 
t PfI!;} ... u ~nerally Itao .. n anlOlig tbe WI!lDi!Ll boo ... do ring !ti. lime by the lUo.ne of Pha,"", lind IOtIle 

of therII ·fancied Utat b~ wa. a lint:el detcendll\C of tba Egyptian Ulonarch" 
.' : TW. lIalllfl il u.-Uy but M'I'UI>e<lu.J..,. written .sc....m Of r S41IOIboh, The r-.l proaulll:iau.iu. of tbcI 

iaic.ial1OUlld I,like u...t ohh. WIIlIh L I. 

8 L 
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Gaika beRan, at length, to' 8~ Bnd to oppose the influence of hit 'UDl!le in the nation; .m 
'What he could not e6'ee& by force, he ,-did by."ike. The fiut of hi. warlike exploitl wu·to 
plunder .orne klulol .beJongillg to S'Lhambi'1 adbetenta. Thil aucceuful foray wa. achie"ed. 
by the aid of a 'number o.f young men about hit! own ~e. On a remOnttrance being made to 

• S'Lhambi"he interfered, and made the cattle be given up. Dut, it ,:~m., this act of audacity 
gained Gaika no amall admiration, particularly Among the young warriors of hi l tribe. 

n.e next atep be took Wall ,till more decided. He ordered hil followen to ,ei&e and carry 
oK'a Dumber of S'Lh.mbi', own callIe; and when hiH uncle', adherent, followed; he atucbd 
and dron them blck withdilgrace. Upon thi, S'Lhllmbi carrLe to Gaika in a peaceable manne, .. 
ilnd remon,tratl'd against hi. violent conduct: but ludL an adept waa the juvenile chief .IIJready 
in dilRimulation, IILIlI he pretended to he eUlirc1y ignorant of IlL" trl\n~action, IllId thus contrived 
to pacify hi. unel". who relurn,.d to hi. own kraal at the D ebt, Hivet', Hilt hc had Rcarct'ly 
arrived there, when Gaika collClcled all IIi. {ollowen, and surpri.ed S'Lhambi. drove him 
from hi. kraal, and forced him to take .helter in llle territory of hi ~ eouain Ducho, The fugi_ 

tive chi~r wa. IUPPOru:U Ly Bucha, "ntl a great force Wa, coliectl'll to attack Gfika. But the 
latter wa, on the IIlert; and falling luddenly upon them, routed their forcea. and took S'Lhambi 
and Him:. prisoners. The laUer, beiog only a boy, he di,charged, bllt kept hi , unciI' a prilloner 

at large. 
Shortly afler thil, numben of tbe Imaller clan. remond from the Caffer territory, anu 

joined Congo, Several banda also marched to the northward towards tht: Great Orange River ; 
and considerablc numbers advanced wClt",'ard into lhe Zuurvc:ld, and the country towards the 
Z .... artkopl River. 

S'Lhambi, after having remained for lome time a pri,oner, w .. permitted by Gaika to leave 

,hi. kraal. and tettled in the Znu"eld. 
At this time numbers of the Caffen .... ere dispersed amonll the booff, within the Colony, 

and lived pcacellbly, .ome al servant. and dcpendantl,--odlen Jlaving herd. of cattle, which 

.,they graud in unoccupied tract. ofland. 
On the frontier, however, mutual hostility aDd depredation contioued to lub.i.t betweell the 

<AWCI" and tlIe Chri.tilt.na. Reciprocal injuri~ had generated relflprocal animoalty, and the 
. Cafren, mindful. (If former wronga, "ere ready on .11 ocea.idn, to .pluildcr the~, At 
length, about 1810, complainta of tnele disorder. became so urgent, that an order w8,iuued 
by 'the Colonial ,Government (~ow Briti,h) to drive them acrolll the }o'jlh River. At th~ time 
the Commando _ambled to aceomplilh tbi. object, it wal in the lu:mme~, when their crops of 

vegetable- .were fitlor .,.iog. Theft: i.' HIde doubt that the Clffeu felt yety reluctant to let.ve a 
country which tbey had OCC!upied. tbe 8J11at.er part of a ceDtu~y; IUwI the bardlhip of abandoning 
th'etr CI'opA "'al urgently pleaded,_iDce, in eonlequlIlICe of thi. me .. u~, tbey mnat ne~rily 
.lZI'er a ,.ear of famine. ADd ba'Yioa. at a r«aOte 'period, bought part ohhe country from tbe 
A~neJt _.-:1 .<., &hlly., aU~pi) pUt a iMI«Nld price to tb~ C~lonial AuworitiaS ,aD. the 
frontier for an enlargement of -terrUm-y. oaJy .a:{"" 1N.!' previoua w thi. tim", tlte.r ~. 
"mud 'ttrOll.g\' .... 'the '~' of 1M, __ r. 

T'beIe remon&trl&DCel, ~.e .... ,,.lI'eN DO\-li"eoed. ·to, AU the c.IIn ..... , ed' t i .who 
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1t.iW. ~n living among the Cglonia'., and conducted by ~ milita,,. lIcort ovet; ·tise O.~at Fiab 
Riler. The Caffer, iu Albany rct~nted, but only bcfof-i t~, Cc,.mmagdo. and 11K/wed d,ur. 

minod rehtctllnc(" in quitting a country which they might cert.ainly wnh &orne propriNY c~1 t.¥ir 
01'0'11. During 1I1O'5c proceeding.· there was Rome intercourse Itill between the Cummlndo an4 

the main body of the Calt",n, and an interview Wil l prgp0IleU between the Cafl'er chi.elil anu tbe 
Landdrolt of Groofl'-Rcinet, !\lr. Stocken.tram. That n1agiltra~, 'o\·ho wu well acquainted 
with many oftlle chielH, met lome of the MllnJ!lukll) Caffen be.lougiug to Congo, in tiu, middle 
of a wood Ilur the Zuurberg, with little more than a dO:llen attendant.. Thelc Cafreu, pcr
baps recollecting the muruer of their furef ... thcf5 by the Colonilltl~ touk t~il opponunity to 
obtain tbeir re,enge ; for Mr. Sioekenltrom and mOlt of bit attendants were treacberoully 
murdered on tbe IpOt. 

Aner tbe CaR~fI had been driven over the Fi.h River, military post. were eltahli.hcd on 
ill bankl to prevcnt their return, and check their depredation.. However. from thi. period to 
1817, they cominued to annoy tbe Coloni.t, on the frontier by occlLliionai inroad.,-soDietirae' 
mUTdering tile ,hefl.lsmen, and taking away the cattle; and although there WM every prcCAution 
adopted by the military, .uch il the nature of tbe coulltry along the Filih River. that ten time. 
the number of troop. that have eVI!r oeen kepI on tlL ~ fronti~r I'o"ould have been (tuite inl5u(li

cient to prevent th!."~ !." di~orders. Til!."ir marauding partie. lIe1dolli cOluist of more Ihan .ix or 
eight men, alld often nOI more tillm 1'o\'U or three; Ilil'rciOre. a pat!"oie of ten or morc troop. 
lIent OUI iu !Wareh of two or three Caffen, arc sei{iom successful in o\lerlaking them. 

In ISH Ihe Governor viaited Clllli:rland, and iLllll 1111 interview with Gaika, anJ some of 
thr. other chiefs, Whell il was Illrangetl, thai 1111 e:l.llie ill their IlOsleuion ot" coluni~ 1 Ctt"cJ, and 
all horse_ should be .riveD up. The Calli:f5 hau lWCI! in a stale of frc(juellt wilorfare wilb the 
Colony for forty years prior to thi. period. long loelon, it was takcu loy the English; !Iud i.t i~ 

therefore probable. d,at caltle taken in what tile.)' coullidererl. just warfare, Ulay thul Ila\'e loeen 
extorted from them, and tbua increaled their lecret heart-burnings. 

One parliculST arrangement then mltde, wa6, that if e&ttle atolen from the Colony " ere . . 
traced 10 any Cafrer kraal, tbat kraal Illouid be held re~I}On8ible, and either find tho cattle or 
gh'C! an equal number. 

Agot.her ArranAimf'lLt prop<l.ed loy the Colonial G.overnmcnt on lhi~ occMion was, to makc 
Gaika relpon, ible for die conduct of the Cafli>r nalion, and dillt the Government .hould treat • 
only,"ith him, Ilnd have nothing to do with any of the otber chief.. 'f!Ji~ gave Gaika tome 
eonaequence, but gained him no retpectability; for the plan propoted "' .. repllgllllllllO the 
feelinga of Ihe other GaWers. a. every chief con~iucn hiruadf a kina ill hi , own kralll, aDd alto
,elher, irruppnlible to any .uperior. 

From thi. petiod. vaika acted according to hi. engAgement, and II number of hOlies and 
Colonial cattle were .ent out. Ytt S'Lhonlloi anti . ome of hill adherentll did not admow1ed.ie 
Gaikt'l authority; UId in lOme in.tance. they tent out cattle themtehu, without acquainting 

Oaik.. Tbi. ' renewed ·the old jealou.y, between them. 
Daring \hew pro,*dinr Makanna (or Lynx. as be i. commonly called in the.Col9l'y). . ~ho 

... a·~ of iDUlUi~Dee. and had .ome ~ n£ rl!ligion, impoaed <In the cl"1Kll&lity of hi,s 
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countrymen, anti by profening 10 be a teacher and prophct, acquired great re.peet among aU, 

the adherents or Congo anti S'Lhambi'. party. He culJ~teil a number of followers around 

J, im, an,1 by hie humane and polllilar conduct and high pTelcn~ions, gained a very great name 

in the coumry, lind became the cbief l.'f>un,.,lIor of the diallffi'eted chicf., Galka Wh "'en 
I\ware of the influence of Makanna; but tb t" means by whicll he tried to count<'rll('t ii, only n

tulted in rendt'rillg lIimselflen popular , 

The "late of the frontier remained much the nm(', and in CIIf\hlllnd there was much 5ecret 

animo.ity gaining wound. S'Lhambi dn piled Galk a, and sai(I, "Shull I be ~ubject to a boy, 

whom I hllve muaed !" M.kanna, knowing the hMred (,f Gaika tn"'ardR himulf, did all in hi. 
power to aet the other ('hiers at variance with him, At Ihi~ {wriod (here wa~ also n misuml~r

IIllnding between Guik(t'~ Caffen and tlH'~(, belonging to llinza; Ilud on.~ tiling 111~1 parti('ul:ll"ly 

created rf'5enttne,,[ against the former wu, Ihat ~omc of hiY nwn took 8"'8Y I,y fon'", ~"n ll' of 
the plumea of tlit, crown (l'a,)If'r~ ("llicb ure WOln by tJoe ,,'arrion) from Hinza', people, 

GAika, morcover, tlJOught prnper to takt Co himsclf II wife (Tala), who belong«l lit one of 

S'Lhllmhi'b coun.ellOl~ i and ull n relnon~Crance being ma.dl' nil Iii,.. slIbje('t, refllned to gh'e h('r 

up. This led 10 II. seriOIl' .linention among th~ Caffer clanll, lind they bcgan to mllke prepa

rations for war, parti('ularly in making relttly 6hidd~ and auagai6, Thc~c pr"parltionll anti 

the a.sembling of the forccs \H're entirely under the tuperinten(lence of Dmani, S'Lbl\mbi'~ 

Ion and Rucceuor in Iliit dlieftaiolhip, Mllkannll had also II leading haml ill Illlthi~, lind a 

number of HinzR's peopl(' joine.lllgainst .GaikJl, 

The lIlli e<! w}lcre thf')' engaged WII hctwcen the Buffalo River and the Dcbi.'. Gllika', 
reople had been aUf'mulcd to meet the enemy for IllHt of (1\'0 clay~, and in thi. time th(>y hail 
notlling to eat, The plll« where tlleyauemble<\ was on the aide ofa hill, not fllr frtlm the Deb':,; 

and on thia hill , Gaika sat when his men went on to tile c"muM, S'LhRmhi'!I rIm)' had 
,eynnl gun~, which annoyed Gaikll 's fol1ow('r~, an,\ m",Jr. rlwm in 0 "Imr! I;m(' g iv .. way, FrolJl 

tI,e small numot'r of a Sll agll; ~ they carry, their conftiet~ :He gf'n('rally ~OOIl over; tiltlugh not 

Imfrequ(,ntly they meet in a bushy place, and ('ontinue ~kirmi.hing for n good port of a day. 
Bui in thi. engagement there "'01 a l'omplete chaal', and S'Ulambi', party having a nllmher of 

horaes,lh('y c~me \IP with the fllgiti\""e~, and mad e . 8eleclion of those Jollo h.d the gr~lIte.t rich", 

uat it, who had most b('ad. and O~amellll; thele were Kla;n, whilt othera, frtl lT' thei, 

apparent pc"lYeTty, were luftl:red to e,cape, The number killed was considerable; and Gaika 

iost"he ",hale of hi, old counsdlo", with ti,e exception nf Onl', The victors did not con'tinue 
the pu"uit; but Jaluh~l. the brother of S'Lhambi, 1'1'110 from Ilil position, (retiding'between 

Gaika'. kra.l and the Kat River,) and Ifill promiac to tupport Gaika', party, had been rellrained 

from joining his br~'her, tin .('cing tbe defeat of the former immedilltely joined in plundering, 

and "captured a great number of cattle betWl:eO the Chumi and Kei.kamma. belongiAa to 

Gaika'. follower., 
Gaika. after thill defeat. , tied "elt".rd, near to die scurcell of the Kounap Rivet, and with 

aU po .. ible speed Inode hi, .ituation kno"n to the CoJqni1i1 authorities on the 'frontier, &Or;tIr 
&fier, 111('re "as a .trong forM sent from the 001001 to CMlliae S'Lbambi aod.bi. MlhereOti-, 
which in a very thort, period. captured ,a i1'eat. number of alule. Nine thOUAad ,"M'ii"G' to 
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O.ika al • remuneration for the lanes he had IUBtained , and more than thllt number Inrc' 

brought out to the Colony, The confederate ch;ef~ then turned 1111 their fury again'l the 

Colony, and in a very .hort time, the country bet""en the Filh River and the Zwartkops was 
dverrun by the Catfeu, and luera! of tile smaH military pusty were obliged to be evacuated. 
The boon who inhabited-the Zuurveld fl ed, and removed their cattle to die wt'ltwanl of 

Uitellhage: In the~e attack'$, the Cafrus .howed a determined resolution to recover their 

cattle; yet. altbou~h they killed many of tile lioldicrK and coloniall, they did not evilll;c that 
blooll.thiuly di~polition that i, common to most baruariao8. When they could get away the 
cattle without being oppo.ed, they made 110 at1Cmpt Oil the lives of the inhahitantt. 

After they had .;lverrun th e whole country, they assembled in great force toattal;k Grallam'~ 

1'OWII. The Csffer, cllg'aged in thi~ enterprise were the adherent. of S'Lham";, Congo, 

Habanna, lind Mllklllln8, Wit!l II few of Hin~II's followen, whom Du .. ni, S'Lhambi'a lon, had 
prevllilt!d on to join ill, varry. The Caflera wefe unuer the eommllnu of Mllkanna and DUMOi. 

and it i~ ceuilin they wcrc well!!warc of the IJmllll llclIS of thc military forcO;! in Gn.ham'~ Town; 

wheth('r throl1'~h tilt: medium of Gaib', illtt'rl'reteu, or from their own spiu, i~ douhtfllL 
Before tloe attack, Gaika gave information at the mi!it~ry POlit at Hoouewal , stating wllllt the 

Iioi tilc I;hicfy were conl;('ning, The Calfen were elated by t1](~ir former Bucccn , an11 Makanna 

had 3lIsurc(Ilhem of victory; yet frolll Ihe bloody defeat they met with on Ihi~ ol;ca5iun," it i. 
ob\",oll~ II"hat it vast IUIJeriority the usc of fire-arms I;onfera, end how weak lin enemy the 

Caffers IIf", wht:1l encountcrL'{1 by EuropC3M in the open plain. 

Aflcr th,~ j"iiure of their auack on Graham'K Town, the Caff .. u wefe much disconl;erted. 

and retrea tLoJ in a .hort lillie o"cr !lll! FiBh Hi,·cr. In Auguu 1819, II great Cc..mmando 
ent.;Ted CuftcrlanJ, anJ capture(\, in a short lime, a Vait nunlber of cattle in the kraal8 along the 

Fi~h Hiver. The Commando from the di~lrict of Gnlaff.Reinel, entered Ciltferland from thtl 

Tilrk~; and came upon the inhll"ited p:nt of the country near the .ourl;e~ of Kat River; but 
befure their arrival in that quarter, S'Lbambi bad craliled the Kt'i.kamma; and Congo, ",ho 

Wh ntar the mouth of till.' Fi.h River, wi(h lIabanna, after an interview with Major FraNr" 

Will allowed tn remain on the COUl between the Fish and Keillkamma Riven. At the same 

time Makatllla, fluding IlIil .... lt~ dedareu. an outlaw by the Colonial Government, and ontered to 

be III\Cn. dead or aitve, KUtrclJdered hilll."lf to the LfnddrOl1 of Graaff-Reinet,· upon bili life 
bciug g~arantf'ed" fie 1'I"a.~ sent a pri.oller to Robben hland,-a fate whidl he appear. nOI 10 

have\nticipalcd i anJ wall loon after drowned ill nttempting to make his eacape, 

The Commanuo procaedcd to Icour the Caffcr country; one party penetrating along· the 

caut almo.1 to the mouth uf the Kei ; another along th~ mountain. and woods nen the aouI'Cea 

of the Kei.kamma and Huffalu Rivcn. The reglllar truops brought up Ihe-Uaggage, and acted 
a. a guard for the captured I;attle, being .posted in the centre of the country, S'Lhambi', roJ~ 

lower. having retreated to the Kei, afterwarda prueeedcci up that ri\'er; and though the plu.uit 

". conuovecl by the Commando of boor. on hone bllck. they WeTC never aule to come up with 

the maio bod)' of tbe Calferl, The foot .oldier. proceeded slowly along "ith the w.tggona and 


