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sion took place between the contending parties. " 'hilc yet 
the subject was in agitation before the assemhl"d jJl·oph., " 
messenger hurried into the place of meeting with the inLcHi 
gence, that subterranean fire had bur:!.t out in the cmlntl'Y t l) 

the south, and was consuming every thing before it. The 
heathens exclaimed, tlml it was not wonderful the gods &llOul<1 
burn ~jth anger at the new and detestable heresi(~!<1 which 
wer~ thus introduced' into the country.-H But wherefore," 
cried Snorro, a zealous ad'w'ocate for the Christian cause, 
" wheFcfore was the anger of your gods kindled, when the 
H "cry rock was hurning, on which we now stand." Thr 
lake of ThingvalJa is in the mid~t of a volcanic country, and 
lofty cliffs of lava environed the place of public a"embly. 
The promptitudo of the r"ply had its full efiect; the heatheR 
party were rcp .. lseu; and though the discussion still con. 
tinued, the ardour and abilities of the Christians triumphed 
over all ob~tacles, and procured a final decision in their 
favour, which was pronounced with much solemnity by Thor. 
geir, the chief magistrate of the j,,)anti. Upon the promulga­
tion of this act, all religious contests were suspended, and 
the whole people espoused the faith, to which the wise and 
the learned among them had given their assent,· 

Christianity being tbus introduced into Iceland, the forms 
of a religious establisbment were soon afterwards adopted: 
numerous churches were erected; a provision made by tithe 
for the support of the clergy, anu two bishops created, one 
fOf the southern, the other for the northern district of the 
island. Isleif, the first bishop of Sk.alholt, was ordained in 
1057: Jonas Ogmundson was fifty years afterwards invested 
with the aame oBice at HoolwD ill tile northern province. 

• See the Krilfali Saga, ani His.t. Eccles. IdaPd. vol 1. p. 00. 
F 
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During the early periods of the Icelandic church, the bishops 
werp chosen hy tIl(' collected voice of the people at the gre-at 
public ass(,lllbly: they were men eminent for piety, talents, 
amI Jparnin~, and their influence was 5ucc{'ssfully exerted to 
maintain the purity of the religion oYer which they presided. 
The snpcrstitiotl'i practices of the ancient mythology were 
abolished, and the church of Rome not yet having acquired 
sufficient influence to substitute its errors in their stc~, a 
simple and undisturbf'd f'xer('i~e of religion WU" enjoyed by 
the Icelanders, for nearly two centuri(.'S after the first intro­
uuction of Chribtianity into the ('fluntry. 

Another event, connected with the history of Iceland at 
lhis period, was the di~('ov('ry of Greenland, effected about 
the yefif 972, by a Norwegian named Erie, ,,,ho had bettled 
in Iceland a short time before. Desirous of establishing a 
('olony there, he called the country Groen/and, with tht' de­
sign, as it would appear, of alluring settlers by the idea thus 
given of the country. In this project he succeeded. A year 
nr 1\\ 0 afterwarus, twenty-five ,-essels were fitted out on thC' 
'" estern coast fur an expedition to Greenland; of which num­
ber it appears that fonrteen reached the n<'wly discovered 
-,bores.· A colony was soon established; th(' population 
rapidly increased; and in the progress oCthe ensuing century, 
a great t'xtent of the eastern coast, opposite to Iceland, be~ 

came inhabited. Christianity was introduced there at an 
early period, and the bishop of Garrle, which was the prin­
<'ipal establishment of the country, was known even to the 
Roman Pontiffs of the ag<'o The colonists maintained a con­
stant commercial intercourse with Iceland and Norway; and 
the records of the settlement come <lown uninterruptedly to 

• Landnama Book, Fart Z. cap. 14-. 
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'the beginning of the fifteenth century, when at once eyery 
trace and vestige of it are lost. The causes of thi~ .,ingu\al 
fact have never yet been fully ascertained. It is the IllU~l 

probable supposition that an accumulation of icc took place 
about Ulis time on the Greenland coast, pre"cntiug th~ ac ... 
cess to it from the sea j and this idea is confirmed. hy the 
Ilarratives of later voyagers in these seas, and by tht' 1~lilurc 
of several expeditions sent out to discover the settlement. 
all of which have been thus intercepted. Of the fate there­
fore of thb ancient culony, commonly called by distinction 
Old Greenland, nothing is yet known. The same accumula_ 
tion of ice, which separated it from the rcst of the world, 
was probably the cause of the unfavourable change which 
appears about this time to have occurred in the climate of 
Iceland; the breadth of the sea intervening hetwe('n the two 
countries nut exceeding three hundred miles.* 

Another maritime ad"'cnture is due to the cnterprising 
age before us, more remarkable in itself, though less import­
ant in its consequences, than that just mentioned. It 
is a fact well ascertained, though not generally known. 
that the north-eastern part of the American coast was dis­
covered at this period by the voyagers of these northern 
countries; and that during two centuries it continued to be 
frequently visited by the Icelanders and Norwegians. for the 
purposes either of curiosity or commerce. This singular 
discovery was ·made A. D. 1001. by Biorn Heriolfson, an 
Icelander, who, on a \'oyage to Greenland, was driven by 
unfavourable winds towards the south, and reached a fiat 
woody coast. which, from several circumstances in the ori .. 

~ .gee Eged.e's HistorY.(lf Greenland; Torftti Groenlandbe Antiq. Datript. ~ 
and the Hut. GTOenlandi&e of Arngrim Jonas. 
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ginal narrative, we may presume to have been that of 
Labrador. Attracted by the report of this voyage, Leif, the 
son of Eric the discoverer of Greenland, fitted out a ,'esse) 
with the design of pursuing ~he same adventure; though un· 
provided with any of those aids which science furnishes to the 
Jlarigators of modern times. Passing the coasts which Biorn 
had before seen, and continuing his course towards the 
south-west, he reached a strait which separated a. large 
island from the mainland. Ncar thi& place, finding the 
country fertile and pleasant, he and his companiOll& dragged 
their vessel on shore, and building buts, remainE'll there dur­
ing' tlit.: wiBler. From the observation they made thal wild 
rilles grew in the country. they gave it the llame of Vinland. 
They remarked al~o thal the days during the winter \\<ere 
much longer than in Iceland. and the weather considerably 
more temperate. In the spring, Lcif returned to Greenland. 
and was succeeded in the enterprize by his brother Thon"ald, 
who arrived in safety at Vinland, and remaining two winters 
there, explored a considerable extent of the country and 
coasts. In the course of the third summer, however, he was 
killed in a combat with the natives, who appeal' now 10 have 
heen seen for the first time, and who attac~ed the Icelanders 
with arrows and darts, irritated by an act of b.arbarous 
crudty which Thorvald had committed towards some of 
their number. Soon after this time it appears that a. regular 
colony was established in Vinland by a wealthy Icelander, 
called TbOTnn ; and that the colonists, increasing in numbers, 
carried on with the natives a regular traffic in furs, skins, and 
other articles.- Thorfin him.elf, having remained there three 
years, returned to Iceland, greatly enriched hy his adventure, 

• The llatives were called by tbe l~s Slcrclu,«",r, aigAifyiug feeble Of 
diminutive men, 
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and making a very favourable report of the climate and pro­
ductions of the new country. Few particulars, however, are 
afforded us of the after progress of the settlement, and though 
we have" record of it in the early part of the twelfth cen­
tury, when a bishop of Greenland went over to promulgate 
the Christian faith among the colonists, scarcely a vestige of 
its ~xistence occurs beyond this time, and the name and 
~ituation of the ancient Vinland are now entirely un.known 
to the ,,'orM. Whether the colonists left the ('ollntry at any 
particular time, or whet.her, separated from their connexion 
with Europe, they were gradually blended with the &a'fagc 
tribes surroullding them, must for ever remain a matter of 
doubt.* 

, The rcadt'r "ho wishes farther to investigate this singular suhjed may con. 
suI t thl' I .. anclnama Book, the Eyrbyggia Saga, the Annales FlatR-yenses, the 
l1eimskringla of Snorl"O Sturieson, and, amollg more modern writings, Arngrim's 
Ifht. Gronlaudia!, Torfw-us's B bt. Vinland. Antiq., the !list.. Eccles. hl~dile, &c. 
Till' well·known VenetIan narrati"e of the voyages of Nicolo and Antonio Zeni, 
at the close of the fourte~nth celltury, might be admiued as a farther evidence, 
did it not b(.'ar the character of one of tho~e maritime romances, which were so 

('ommon II mOl1 ~ the Venetiam during the pt'riotl of their commercial greatness. 
This narrative. however, in describing an extensive COUfltry, called Estoti.land, 
Mtuated '0 the south-west of Greenland, nnd which bad before been vl~ited by 
I he h'clauder~ for the purposes of traffic, }lrO\'es at leait that the di~con'ry of the 
northern navigaton was not unknown by report. to the lteOple of the south of 
Europe. So many test imonies, ind€'f.'d, direct or indirect, have come down to us 
on the subject of the ancient Vinland, that it is impouible DOt to admit the (act 
of their general authenticity. There is more room for ·doubt ab to the exact situ­
ation of the place, dlUb named. ny some it has been suppost'd (:nist. Eccles. hI. 
Tom. 1. p. 4-.) that it might be as far towards tbe 90uth as Virginia; others have 
eoneeh'cd, with more reason, that it was situated on some pari of the coast of 
Labrador, probably ul!ar to the island of Newfollnclland. Mallet, who in his 
Introduct. a mist. de Dannemarc, hll.!l an iJlgeoious disquisition on this subject, 
aduptf. ttw lattl!r opinion. and in tlle fint edition of hi! work, 4lite8 the evidence 
(If Father Charle;oix, a trueUer into these countries, and of Dr Baumgarten!, 
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The sketch which has DOW heeD given of the habits, in­
stitutionlJ. iwd arts of tJ}C andent IceJanders, js by no means 
an exaggerated picture of this singular and interesting people. 
The cODlparative eminence, hGwever, to which in this ~e 
they attained, was not destined to be permanent; and the 
rapid advancement of olher states towards civilization, con .. 
currro with changes in their own condition, to effect an ell­

tire alteration in the balallce suiJsisting betwt'cn them. Even 
tht' Iwriod of the commonwealth, though the most brilUant 
and remarkable in th(' history of Iceland, presents not 
throughout the pleasing features which have ju~t been de .. 
lineatcd. In the pro~ress ot lIllle, numerous intestine evils 
sprung up to disturh the repose of the people; and the 
middle of the thirLeenth century i,; signaliz.ed in their history 
by the transference of the i~laml to the power of the Nor­
'wegian kings, three hundred and forty years after the esta­
blishment of the free con~titution, under whidl they ~o 
greatly flo.uri~hcd. Sc\'eral fJl'obaulc causes may he a~signed 
tor 1his. ooangC'. some of them collateral, others perhaps 
connected with the naturi' of the constitution itself. There 
appears to ha't-e been a constant leaning of the aristocracy, 
which formed the basis of the goY('rnmput, towards an oli_ 
garchy; and in the later periods of the commonwealth, dis­
turbances were excited by ambitious iudividuals, who aim­
ed at the possession of more influence in tbe slale than 

a Jeartled G6man writer, t.o prove that the Esquimaux Indiau9, in this part of 
Labrador,..ditrer materially in person, habits, and language, f:om the other North 
American tribefl; from which the pouibility u inferred that these may be the 
remnants of the ancient European colonists. That wild grapes wue fOlllDd in 
Vinlabd, cannot be OOftsidered au objection to this idea of the .ituatiol1 of the 
coUlitry, since m~em travellers have aacert.ained that a species of wild viDe groWl 
native on the American to&Jt, even ae far to the north a9 the ahore. of Hudson's 
Bay. 
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the constitution allowed. Where large feudal property and 
hereditary rights were connected with talent, ambition, Clnll 
enterprize, it was natural to expect that efforts would oe 
made to infringe the aristocratical equality, which existed in 
the spirit and design of the commonwealth. Accordingly we 
find about this period the relation of numerous contests be­
tween the more powerful chieftains of the state; and the an~ 
nals of Iceland are for a time disgraced by the record. of 
sedition, rapine, and bloodshed.* 

The liberties of the Icelanders might possibly, however, 
haye survi\Ted these intestine feuds, had not other circum­
stances co-operated with their effect. The Norwegian mo· 
narchs, lhou~h making no direct attempts to subjugate the 
island, yet appear to have contemplated at an early period 
its annexation to their power. This desire was doubtless 
confirmed by the increasing- prosperity of tbe Icelanders 
durin~ the eleventh and twelfth centuries; and the means of 
a.ccomplishing their design were aflordeu by the disturbances 
which a.fterwards occurred. These broils appear to have 
been fomented hy the concealed interference of tile Norwe­
gians, who were admittt:.-d to a constant intercourse with ,the 
island; and who, while aggravating the internal. evils under 
which it suffered, held out to the peopic the most specious 
promises of assistance and protection. By such promis~s, 
the kings of Norway gained over some· of the most eminent 
of the Icelanders; and persuaded them to urge, even in the 
councils of the nation~ the necessity of composing:their feuds 
by giving themselves to the dOlllinion of a single potentate. 

,. These contf'Sts between the chien-inB were Dot always trivial or llDimport.. 
Pt. , Iollaneel are related ",hf're bodies ortwein or tbirteen hundred tiRn, and 
fleet, or twenty veuels, were engaged on one aide in Ncb oonflicta. Hist. Eeeles. 
bland: Vol. ). p:lOa 
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The celebrated Snorro Sturleson, who resided two years at the 
'Norwegian "ourt, and "as received there with many honolITS, 
was suspected of having aided this cause; a suspicion from 
which he incurreu much odium among his fellow-citizens. 

The efforts of the Norwegians. protracted through a long 
period, were finally ~ucces~ful. The Icelanders, wearied of 
feuds and contest.s, consented at last to resign their inde­
pendence ; and, in ]261, an act of the national nsscmb)y~ 
unattcndctr "ith violcnl'c or the compulsion of arms, deliver­
ed up the gn'ah'r part of the j~Jand to Haeo, the reigning 
king of Norway . The cas lei II province "hiC'b at ont opposed 
this act, three years afterwards adoptf"u the sume course. 
It was not, howe,·cT. a blind submission to arbitrary pow('r 
which app<>arNi in this revolution. Regular treaties were 
established between the Icelanders and their future son'­
reigns; am1 the acknowled~ement of the kingly sway was 
preceded hy conditions, which made it rather an alliance 
than a timid surrender of rights. AU property was secured 
in the island; no tribute exacted; a Jiucral provision was 
made for the external traffic of the inhabitants, and a title 
given them to the acquirement of honours and civil offices in 
the kingdom of Norway itself. It was provided that the 
gO\<ernment of Iceland should be administered by a delegate 
{rpm the king, either a Norwegian or a native of the island. 
Little change appears to have been made in the internal 
government of the country; and the celebrated code of laws, 
called the Jomhok, which was given to the Icelanders in 1280, 
by Magnus the wccessor of Haco, lVao merely a revioed and 
amended form of the more ancient body of law" framed for 
the commonwealth of Iceland." 

• A detailed account of this change in the government of Iceiand is gi"en is 
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rfbe short period during which the island remaitH'c\ sllbj<'t:l 

to the native Norwegian monarchs, is dignified hy no rt' lliark­

able event. The laws were administered by the gon'rnors or 
the country in a mild and equita.ble manner; and it does Hot 

appear that any attempts were made lo infringe HrOn tht; 
conditions on which the liberties of Iceland were surren ­
dered. The internal feuds, which pr('ccdcd and produl·cd tlli .. 
c\'ent, were in ~reat meaSHre composed. and the inhabit­
ants a.t large remained in a. state of perfect order and tran­
quillity. 

The annexation of Norway to the power of Denmark in 
1380, wa!! an event of little importance to the interests of 
Icclaud, ~nd can scarcely be considered as forming an epoch 
ill its history. The i~land was transferred to the Danish 
monarchy without tUlllult or opposition. The law's were 
maintained in their former state; and the a.dministration 
committed, as before, to a goycrllor appoiutcd by the crown. 
'fhese prefects of the island were sometimes nati\'es, some­
times Norwegians or Danes. Though it was intended they 
should reside in the country. thi .;; do('s not appear to have 
been.gencral1y done; and many of them yisitctl their govern­
ment only once in th(' year. to inspect and regulate its vari~ 
OllS conccrns.. 

This is the last political change which occurs in the history 
of Iceland. The records we possess of the succeeding pe­
riods are less numerous and less valuable than those which 

'l'orfam!l's Hist. NorY. 'l'om. 4. lib. 5. Also in ·h. ,~ ,::'i~t. Eccles. lsI. T. 1. p. 

~7S et seq. The code of law8 presented to the IcC'landen at thi~ time was called 

J01lIbok, from the name of the iovernor~ by whom it was introduced into the 
island. Some of the most eminent among the native!!, partiCtlhu-ly the poet and 
hiatorian Studa Thonbon, .mated in 118 l,:UJIll,ilu.tioll from the ancient laws of 
the republic. 

G 



50 IllS1."OR1· AND I.!TI:RATl1trE OJ' IC)a.AND. 

relate to the times already described. The historians of these 
later age.; are occupied chiefly in the detail of events, neither 
very interesting in themselves~ nor affecting beyond the mo .. 
meut the condition or circumstancss.of the people. Their nar .. 
rati,,'es are remarkable for accuracy and minuteness; lmt they 
are spread oyer too broad and uniform a surface; and are lit­
tle relieved by any of the ornaments of style or composition. 
The hibtory of Icclalld, howc"'cr, though now dCl)titute of po­
litical event, i, still 1he history of a people; and the four last 
centuries have exhibited some feature~ not wholly unworthy 
of attention. 

The change in the constitution of the island, from its an­
nexation to an European monarchy, produced, as might have 
heen expected, a C01 responding change in the character and 
habits of the people. Before this event, each imlividual, pO'S­

se-ssing property, formed an integral part of the ~overnment 
of his country. Definite objects of ambition exi~ted to every 
member of the community; and vigonr, activity, and truf"nt, 
gave political importance, as well a!1 privale influence, to 
those in whom these qualities appeared. This, in the same 
degree, could no longer be the case, when the island wru.. sub .. 
jected to the government of a. foreign powt:r. The great as­
sembly of the people was still ~ummoned to its annual meet­
ing at Thingvalla; and still, under the cognizance af the 
Governor, enforced the t'xecution of the laws; but its national 
deliberations bad now lost much of their spirit:md import. 
ance. The influence of property and of personal merit were 
diminished in the same proportion; and the efforts of indivi· 
dual ambition tacitly and without violence repressed. Had 
the fo.reign yoke been a tyrannical one, the primeval spirit of 
the Icelanders might ponibly have becn maintained by "" 
persecution which laboured to suppress it. But the "Me .s 
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far otherwise. The Norwegian, andsubsequeHtly tbe Danish 
monarchs, exercised Uleir sway with a lenient and forb('aring 
hand; not merely refraining from oppression, but gh i!l~ 
much attent.ion to the interests and nelfarc of thi~ remote 
part of uleir dominions. The customs and feelings of the 
people were rcspt'ct.ed; the laws administered with equity, 
and tranquillity maintained throughout aU classes of tbe 
illhabitants. 

To these circumstances we may chiefly attribute the change 
which appears a.bont this period to have taken pla<'C in the 
national charaeter of the people, and the dist.inction existing 
between the ancient Icelanders and their posterity of the pre­
sent age. Repose and securit.y, succeeding to internal broils, 
produced a state of compa.rative apat.hy and. indolenc{'. The 
!:lame call was Hot made for individua.l e).erlion, nor the same 
rewards proposed to its successful exercise. Rank and pro~ 
petty became more near]y equalized among the inhabit.ants; 
and, all looking up to a superior power, the spirit, of indepcnd­
cm;C' declined. and they expected from athe r'S the ~upport and 
protection which they had once afforded to themselves. Their 
ardour in maritime adventure was checked at 'the same time 
by the revolution which took place in the government of the 
island. The trade which they had formerly carriL-d on in the 
products of their country, was now gradually transferred to 
the natives of other kingdoms; and a copious source of acti­
vity and exertion thus in great measure extinguished. It ap. 
pears, too, that about this perioel, the agriculture of Ute coun" 
try declined; owing either to a change in the nature of the 
climate, or to diminished industry on the part of the inha­
bitants. The.. combined causes bad a llerroanent intluen<:e 
lij><>n the charac\er of the Iceland...... Til<' .implicity and 
...... social affections, which belonged to the ancient race, 
w~re still preserved unimpaired; but their independence, "i-
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gour. ann activity, were now almost entirely lost, and will 
probably l1('\"or be ro/!ained. 

The period immedia.tely succeeding the union of Iceland to 
tile Danish crown, was more especiaIly unfortunate for the 
w(,lfare of the country. In 1402, a plague hrokc out in the 
jsland, which in the course of thi~ and the two fullowing years 
swept away, if the accounts pl'e~crvcd may be depend(>d u},on, 
nearly two-thirds of the whole population.*" This tr('mcll­

non .. affliction was succccc1('d by a. :;ca~oJ1 of &l1('h inclemency, 
that qaarce)y a tenth part of the cattle on the i.,lam1 escaped 
destruction. Another cpidclIli(' pc.!)tilC'llc<.' prc""ih'rI to,", anI .... 
the du!'c of Ihe century, Which, though IC"'!:I tli"a.,tl'otls than the 
fUTluer, carried oJf a large part uf the population and pro~ 
dnccd nmch gener~l distress, The ('ulamilie", of tht· i~Jan(l 

at tl~i~ p('riorl \\-('re furthet' increased by the o('C'a:-.iunal jll(,llr~ 
::olO!)<; of EIl,g'li<;h pirates; "ho landing on cliffe-H'nt parts of th(' 
coast, plundered the properly of tilt' llativC'!:>, committeu fre­
(plcnt murders, and carried many persons into captiyity.t 

• " Anno 1402, :.Itrl1X lslaD!,halll pcstllcnti:.l pn:V:l.gtlll crepit, qua multi morin­
., It'\> ito. \>ublw cx1.il1cb ~unt, ut qUldant d(cto dl;u~ penrf'nt pUt'rique, o<lul1l, et 

,I senes indHft'renler animoOl f'tflarent; tantuaque fuit wntaglOnh fUfor ul <,(I'pe ex 
•• 12 vel 15 qui unum mortuum !lepultom luant, "IX duo !lilt tl('S domum mcoillme~ 

.. redirene" ilia(. Ecd Itt, Tum. 2. p. 135. Very few particulars are trallsmltted 
to us Lythe h.el<lndir wliters with respect to thb dreadful discfl'>l', nor nl C its ua­
ture and causcs distinctly espillincd; but it may L(' pre&umed With some probnbi. 
lity to have been the same epidemit:. which, ubout thf' middle of the 14th cClitury, 

extended illl effects over u great part of the European contineut. Some accounts 

Illay that it was introduced into Iceland from DritalD. 

t See the annals of BiOrn d(' :;ktrrdsllll, a.lld vnriou~ pads of the Hist. £CelCII, 

hlandift'. On this &ubject, a long a.nd curiou~ document is given in vol. iv. p, 16~. 
of the latter work, in wblCh are preserved the narnes of many of the English pirates 

~ho i.nfested the coasts of Iceland between the years 1419 I1nd 14.i5; and a mim1i.e 
narrativc of the varlou. t>normities they committed }'rom this documt'nt it ~ 
pears, that most of these piratical Tessels were fitled out at Hull, Lynn, and otl+ 

of the eastern ports of England; and that they came to Iceland with the dOtiltle 
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These events, which concurred with the causes l)eforc de· 
scribed in depressing the 5Virit of the people, and destroying 
the strength and prosperity of the country, are recorded in 
the annals of Iceland with an affecting and almost painful 
simplicity. No attempts arc made to excite a sentiment of 
commiseratioll, beyond what humanity 'would of itself yield 
to the recital of such complicated evil-.. We are told that. 
whole families were {'xtilJgui~hcd, amI. districts d(~populatedt 
hy thc virulence of di~t:'asc; that the It:'arned, tbc pious, the 
wealthy, and the powerful, all dropt into a common g-rave; 
1hat the labours of illduslry ('eased; that genius and litera· 
ture .iisappt:'areu.; and that the wrct<.:hed remnant of the Ice· 
]and('r-" "(':tl'e('J y themsc·h·cs 'HH'ed froUl destruction, sunk into 
a &tait' of apathy, ':>upentition, alld iglloraHcl~. In pursuing 
hi.:; mc]undw]y lIarrativc. the hi'lotoriall sometimes louks Lack 
for a UJOIl1(' lll to the foruwr l'cll'urily and ~plelldour~ of his 
couutry: hill he goes .1lO further; alld all bcyolld is left to 
the feelin~s and imagination of the reader. 

Though. during this glooUl)' age, the talent s and literature­
of the Icelanders w(>rc (h'pn'ssed almo:,t to extinction, yet we 
llIu~tlook to an earlier period for the commcnccmeut and 
primary causes of their dcdinl~. The alteration which hasju:,t 
I)ct'll. d('s<.:rihcu as taking placC' in the character and condition 
of the people, after they were annexed La a foreign power, 
could not occur without a <.:orresponcliug change in theil' in~ 
tellcctnal habits. Of the various Jlloti",e~ to literary pursuits 
wlllch before existed, some. in consequcnce of this event were 

"iew of plunder and of fillhing upon the cosst. In 151.2, the then Governor of the 
isla.od WBI put to death by &om,c of Ulese marauders. The intercourse of the 
English with Iceland at this period was not; however, univenally thus disgraced, 
DJarln, a considerable part. of the 15th century, they appesr to have carried on a 
'¥-uaffic with the inhatH!.aJlts in the product!! of tile country, 
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rnth'ely lost, and others so much enfeebled, as to produc'C 
few of their original and wonted effects. Talents and know .. 
ledge were no longer associated with that political influence, 
of whi("h before they formed the fairest ornament and the 
most stable security. Though proud of the eminence which 
their acquirements had given them among other nations, and 
attached to the habits and pursuits of their forefaUlcrs, tll(>~C 
prf."po~sessjons were not sutlicient to preserve uuimpaired the 
spirit which had once animated their career. A circum~tance 
which a~sist.('d to produce its decline, wns the change progres .. 
sh"ely tal,in~ place in the Cll.,toms and itl~titutions of those 
countries, with which the Icelanders had before bc('n most 
intimately connected. The European nations were now ue­
ginning to liberate themsch'cs from that bondage of ignoranc·r.; 
and superstition. which. dnrin~ the dark perioo of the micl4lle 
ages, had suspcnded all but the &tcrner and more impetuous 
qualities of human nature. Ttw reston.lion of civil and social 
order, while it gave repoS(' to the mind, in\'ited the t'xerci!oSc 
of those facuities, hy which leisure might at once be ocC'upicrl 
and adorneu: knowledge and the arts rapidly revived, and 
the native literature of every country was protected and 
encouraged, by those who appeared hefore only as the op­
pressors of its growth. Under these circumstances, the poets 
and historians of Iceland were received with fewer honours in 
the courts where they had once stood so proudly eminent; 
and their talents were little cherished among nations, in which 
science bad now made equal, or greater progress than 
among themselves. Tbey retreated gradually into their na­
tive island; where, in the little community of tl,eir fellow 
citizens, tbey still kept alive a feeble remnant of that reputa­
tion, which had formerly edeoded throughout the gr." 
part of Europe. 
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In hddition to the cauees just mentioned, there is another, 
which seems materially to have affected the literature, as well 
as tbe general character of the Icelanders during this age. 
For some time after the introduction of Christianity into t1", 
island, tilt state of religion was distinguished for its purity 
and simplicity. The act;"e and interested spirit of the Ro­
man church did Bot, however~ long remaio dormant, eveu 
jn this remote part of the Christian· world; aud, about the 
close of the 12th century, we find that its superstitious usa­
ges and ecclesiastical tyranny began to make innovations up~ 
on the religious establishments and customs of the people. 
Fables of miracles came into "ogue; the worship of saiuts 
was tolerated; and the bishops of the island, formerly cho­
~en in cunsequence of their It.·arlling and piety, were now re­
commended chiefly by their subservience to the interests of 
the Papal see. It appears, too, that even the poverty of lhe 
lct>lander.c; did not afford them a security a~ainst the pecu­
niary exactions of the church of Rome. Besides other tri~ 

bUies, the celehrated one caned Peter's Pence, was collected 
at dilfel'ent times among the inhabitants, and the sale of in­
dulgences appears to haye been repeatedly carried on, hoth 
by foreign missionaries, and by the native bishops of the 
island. The preaching of the crusades also was attempted 
in 1275, 1289, and: some succeeding years, but with very in­
cohsidcrable success. In the first instance, many took up 
the cross, purchasing dispensations from be.."\ring it to the 
Holy Land; but in tbeir latter efforts, the missionaries were 
less successful; and it docs not a.ppear, that a single Ice­
lander was at any time drawn away from his country to join 
in this remote and dangerous conte.t.· 

• See Hli~ Ecd. hland..~. I. P. 571. 
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The ('lfect of these various circumstances upon the litera .. 
ture of the i:, land was rapidly progressive. The two brothers. 
Olaf and SturIa Thonlson, whose r('putation during tlle 
13th ('cntury has before been noticed, may be con~idered the 
last of tht" ancient Icl'lallders who attained any c~lsidl'rable 
eminence ill the arts and knowlcdgt:· of the age. The hi~to~ 
/fica) worl\. of t1l(' latter, called Stllrlunga Saga, rl'ia ling 
1hc eyents of hib own times, was characterized by a geniu'!' 
'\-\orth)' of the illustriolls family t o which he helonged. But 
he was succeeded by no writer who could claim an aflinity of 
talent to the great names that were extinct. The df' part_ 
nH'nt of lli::.tory nvw dcgeneratt·d jnto a H1<'r(' collection of 
ecclesiastical fablcs. the lin's of llIollks and &a.int<;, and t he 
6tOJ'jt'~ of miracle,,> "ritlC'n in a eruciC' style. <tnd di"playillg 
little of the cr\lliition or elegance which adurned the compo­
sitionc;; of tile earlier Ic('Januers. III the ut'llartment of poC'try. 
a bimiJar change o{;cnrrcd; the numher aud re putation of 
those " ho W ('I'(' attached to the pursuit, gradually dt'dineu ; 
and thE' few remaining excrci!o.cd their art ill the composition 
of hymns to tlH' praise of baints and martyrs, which were 
distiogui:,hcd only by the rudeness of their structllre. and the 
ah~ence of ('very beauty of imagpry and tasle. The study of 
juribprudt'nce, so mw·h cherished and so successfully culti­
vated by the ancient Icelanders, was HOW exchanged for a 
laborious attention to the rites and usages of the (;athoJic 
church j while the knowledge of the languag(~s, of astronomy, 
and of the more rational parts of thf'o1ogy, sunk into a state 
of corresponding depression and deeline. This progressive 
clmnge was completed by the ('vents of the 15th century. 
The accumulated evils which then oppressed the 'country, 
destroyed all that was left of its former literature and great­
ness, and the annal. of Iceland during this period, arc the 
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records only of mental depression, and of physical calami tie. 
and suffering. * 

The introduction of printing into the island, and the rcfor. 
mation of religion which soon aftC'r took place, give <l more 
pleasing character to the commencement of the bucrcccling: 
century. The first printing press was erected at HooIum, ill 
the northf'Tn province-, about the year 1530, undt'r til(> aus­
pices of John An"son, who was at that time the bibhop of this 
see. Though an iI1iterat(' and uncultivated man, he was ex­
tremely ambitious j and wished to avail himself of all the 
means which literature might afford for the promotion of 
his influ("nce in the country. 'Vith this vjew, he procured as 
his secretary, a Swede of the name of l\fathiesson, who, 
cOining OV(,f to Iceland, brought with him a printing press, 
and made a smaJl establishment for its use. The types were 
originally of wood, and very rudely formed; and the ollly 
works issuing from the press during the first forty years after 
itb institution, were a few hreviaries, churc.h rituals, and ca­
lendars. In 1574, however, Gudbrand Thorlakson, bibhop of 
Hoolum, made very great improvements in the printing esta­
blishment at that place, pro,,;ding: new presses and types, 
some of which were constructed by his own hand, and bC5tOW­
ing the utmost care upon the correction of every work, which 
was printed during his lifetime. Before tbe century had elaps­
ed, a number of valuable publications made their appear­
ance, greatly improved in their style of composition, and 
displaying a neatne&s and even elE'gance of execution, very 

• It has bet>n supposed by Schlozer, that the laDguage of the Icel811den. as 
'Welt as their literature, "WaS materially affe<:ted by the e,'ents of tbis age. It ia 

more.probele, h01\'eT'er, that the alterations wliich have taken place io the lce~ 

iaro..uAMit&uase: were made progrtSli'leiy, and not &t any partitular period. 

R 
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remarkablo at thi; early period of the use of printing in the 
country. 

The reformation of religion in Iceland wao; not accomplish­
ed "ilhol1t some disturbance. Early in the 16th century, the 
Lutheran doctrines had begun to combat the superstition and 
tyranny of the Cathulic church j and their infillcm:e wa& great6 

ly aided by the zeal of the Dani,h monarch, Christian III, 
who, hu\'iug abolished the usages of popery in his continental 
dominions, wished to {'xtend this reformation to the reli.~ious 
estahlishment in Iceland. His intentions, and the progrcsFiin" 
changr" of opinion from th~ growing knowledge of the pea· 
ple, were btrenuollsly opposed hy those of the c1ergy who 
were attacllC'u to the former state of religioll; and pa.rt.icular. 
ly by John Areson, the bi~hop of Hoolum, whose ambitioH'i 

and a&&uming character has already been noticed. The- power 

which this man had acquired in th(' country, and the haughty 
violence of hjs temper, led him into acts of opeH hostility 
against the reformers. Attended by a body of armed men, 
he left his northern diocese, and proceeding into the western 
province, seized the person of Einarson, the bishop of Skal­
holt, who had som~ time before espoused the Lutheran doc­
trines, and was at this time eng-aged in vi&iting the differertt 
churches of his district. In the course of the following 
year, however, he was himself arrested by order of the king 
of Denmark; and being accused of various crimes., was be­
headed at Skalholt, together with his two natural son., wbo 
bad participated in the violence and usurpations of Ilteir 
father. After bis death, no opposition was made to the new 
doctrines; and in 1551 the Reformation was legiUly eatablioh­
ed, aud univers.iJJy r~ifcd throughout the cO\lntry. Abeut 
tl,e same time. the public ..,hoolo of the ieland, .. iJ;dI, toge-
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ther with its other institutions, had almost been annihilated 
by the disastrous events of the 15th century, were again es­
tablished, under the patronage of the king of Denmark; and 
such funds attached to thelll, as afforded facilities of educa· 
tion to those of every class among the inhabitants. At the 
time of their revival, it was found difficult to obtain in the 
(;ountry men of sufficient learning to discharge the office of 
teachers; so greatly had the condition of literalure been de­
pressed. Several of tbe Icelanders, however, having been 
sent to Copenhagen, to pursue their studies at that 11JllVersity, 

thc schools of the island were afterwards conducted by mcn 
whose talents and acquirements well fitted them foJ' this Jln­
porL.,nt duty. 

'l'he events which have just been described, renuer the pe­
riod of the 16th century,.a uew era in the history of Iceland. 
Though the former condition and character of the peuple 
were BeVer entirdy restored, yet their situation appears to 
have been considerably improVt.'d, and their more iotelJectual 
hahits again excited to that exertion which ouce coufcrred so 
muc,h celebrity \lpOn the country. But the rC"'i"al of litera· 
ture among the Icelanders wa. attended by none of those reo 

markab1e oil'cumstances which distinguished its original pro­
I'agati<>ll and growth. The relation of their little cowulUllity 
10 the neighb0uring ,kingdoms.of 1hc .north was at this time 
~pletely changed, the disparity , of tbelr physical condition 
exerted aU fu nMural influence; and the flame whlcb was 
"gain ·kioldle4 among them, .bone d~ly heneath the splcR­
tfo&:rs of rthat sun of science wbicb had now risell over the 
_ions of iEouoopt. In lat,'r periods, tbe literary Janie ·or the 
icelander. ha. '1'&Teiy been extecded beyond the limits of their 
RI/IJi.., ·iilaud , ·and though the progress of tIleir ,kn"""'",1ge 
bas, ·in a -certain. degrt!e, kCI,1 pace with !lUll; of·other COUll-
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tries, yet this must be regarded rather as an extension of the 
growth of the )aller, than as the elfuct of auy internal powers 
of acquisilion or improvement. 

During the century which succeeded the r('storation of li_ 
terature in lcclaud, ~cveral individuals appeuTt'ri, whose abi­
lities and learning gave them considerable cdcbrity ill their 
native island. It may be remarked~JlOwever, that almost aU 
these eminent characters were either bishops. or masters of 
the public schools, the diffusion of knowledge not having yet 
taken place to su<.:h an extent as to indudc those belon;.dng 
to inferior classes of the community. The person whnsc llalOe 
is most conspicuous among the restorers of learning, wru, 

Gudbrand Thorlakson, bishop of Hoolull1. Born in 154-2, he 
studied for some yeah in the school of Hoolum, and after· 
wards at the university of Copenhagen, where his talents and 
industry gained him the intimate friemlshi p of Tycho Bmlle, 
Resenius, Paul Matthias, and othC'r celehrated (moll ill the 
Danish court. When yet only thirty years of age, he \\as 
appointed to the sec of Hoolum; an office which he sustain­
ed during the long period of fifty-six years, in a manner most 
honourable to himself, and advantageous to his country. His 
labours for the promotion of knowledge were unwearied and 
incessant. Having reformed the printing establishment of 
the island, he occupied himself in the supcrintendancc of the 
press; and as the best testimony of his diligence in this office, 
we have a catalogue of between eighty and ninety works, 
which were either written by himself, or published under hi. 
immediate patronage and direction. The greater part of these 
publications were of a theological nature; and many of them 
translations of the more eminent works in divinity, which at 
this time appeared on the continent of Europe. To the zeal 
.... d learning of Thorlak80n himself, the Icelander. were iI\-
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debten for the first translation of the BihIe illto their native 
language; which was pubIi~hed in folio in 1584-, and after­
wards uncler other forms better adapted to the common U'S(' 

of the people'. About the same time, an edition appeared or 
the Log-bak. or Icelandic code of law.;;; and Succ{'cdin~ it. 
~everal other works of much YaIlle, in reference to the' hh.tury 
and other circumstances, physical a'S well as political, of the 
country. 

Another very eminent indi vidual of this age was Arngrim 
Jonas; the iutimate friend and, for many years, the coadjutor 
of Bi!<lhop Thorlakson in the duties of the episcopal office. 
He was a.,sociated in all the schemes for tll<' promotion of 
literature, which so much distioguished the career of the lat­
ter; and twenty-six different works in various branches of 
divinity, hi'Story, j\lrisprudence, and philology, attellt equally 
the extent of his acquirements. and his zeal for the progress 
of general knowledge. The most valuable of his writings: are 
tllO')e which relate to the history of his native i~land; the early 
condition of which. especia.lJy during the period of the com­
monwealth, hl' has il1ustrated V\ith singular diligence and suc­
cess. His works are for the mO!<lt part composed in Latiu, 
and are' remarkable for the purity and elc~ance of their 5tyl(.', 
in which he appears greatly to have excelled all his contem­
poraries.· Of the other hi5torical writers who distinguished 
themselves at this period, the most eminent was Biorn de 
Skardsaa; whose annals of Iceland from the year 1400 to 
1645, exhibit an extreme minuteness of narrati,-e; animated, 
however, by few interesting or important events, and deficient 

• The most important of the writings of Arngrim Jons! were the Cryrnogl!les • 
the Brevis Cornmentariu8 de Islandin; Anatome Blekfeniana; aistoria GroenlBn~ 
die; Speciml!n la!andiae Historicum; Compendium Historia Norv;e'gi~; Tract&­

tu de netesaioRe ab inteltato; 'QYcurlUl!l de Literil "\luis, Itc. 
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in the ornaments of composition and style. His work, 
nevertheless, is valuable, as fiUing up an interval in the 
history of Iceland, which has heel} less dwelt upon than 
any other by the native writers of the country; and its sin­
gular simplicity of character affords an eyiUCI1Ce of its perfed 
authenticity.*" 

The history of the island during the 17th century is almost 
wholly destitute of remarkable events. The condition of the 
pC'ol'le, their laws and government, continued nearly in the 
same state. The commercial connexions of the country un­
derwent some change about the hegiuning of the century, in 
consequence of an edict of Christian the Fourth, which COll­
,-eyed a monopoly of the traffie with 'the island to certain com­
mercial towns within the dominion of Denmark. For some 
time prior to this re,;ulation it had heen in the hands of th(,~ 

merchants of Ham burgh and Bremen, who appear to have car­
ricO. it on with considerable success. The piratical incursions 
of foreigners, which, during the nnfortl1nate period of the 15th 
ce:ntury, had added to the other atRictiollS of the Icelanders, 
were still frequently continued; and little opposition h<ing 
made to their lawless attacks by " timid and ,marmcd people. 
the handitti carried rapine and oppression aloog every part 
of tile coast. EVen as late as 1616. the English and French 
~aliohs ''b6re a part in these enormities j which the nlore 'en­
gage -detestatio'n, as being exercised against those wbo 1\"ere 
silbj~t from their situation to ~Il the 'evils of poverty and 
Want. 'The most calamitous 'event of this kind ' oCourroo ." 
r6Z7,.iVhen a large hody 'ofAlgei'ine pirates landed on varil>'ll's 
parts . of the southern coast of the island; an~ . not. ~atisfied 

• The 'other writiDgs of Bjorn 'de -Skardsaa 'are, the Ttaclatu~ de "G'ro'tnaY\­
w;.; Gloss~tium J uridiciun. '1'J,:actlltia J~i'ai£i. 1iIustratio p(1a,rum:til baai ~­
mundina, &c. 
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"jth the booty they obtainod, murdered between forly and 
fifty of the inhabitants, and carried off nearly four hwv\r('d 
prisoners of bOlh 6c~es. These unfortunate captives trans. 
ported to Algiers, were exposed there to so much wretched­
ness, that nine years afterwards, when the king of Denmark 
obtained their liberty by fa,naom, only thirty-seven out of the 
"thole number were found to be surviving. Of these, thirteen 
succeeded in .. eaching their nati\'e island.* 

Though the feelings and practices of superstition hare 
never gaincu more ground in Iceland than among the greater 
communities of Europe, yet at some periods they appear to 
have existeu to a considerable e:lftcnt; and the 171h century 
is rCIlHlrkahlt' for many excesses derived from this source. 
Nqmerous individuals, both of the clergy and laity, w(:rc ac­
cused of dealing ill the arts of magic; and several of thesC', 
bcillg pronounced guilty of the o{\ence, were sentenced to be 
burnt alive. For SOUle lime the bellef in necromancy was so 
generq,l, and its supposed practises held iu so much horror, 
that in the course of sixty years, not fewer than twenty p(~r­
SOliS peri~heu in the flames. The ~uperstition aftcrwarus gra­
dually decliul"d; and at present few of its vestiges aTC to be 
found in the country. 

The Illter periods in tb~ history of lceland arc too mnch 
distinguished by the record of physioa.1 calamities. The \!ltb 
century was ushered in by a dreaMul mortality consequent 

• The Wertmann Islands, situated on the southern coast of Iceland, suffered 
more partiwlarly from the AJgeriues; almost their :whole population being de­
lb8yed or C&l'riei into captivity. Glaus Egilson, a priellt in these island" who 
¥f1 llee. made _ ~plive, bqt obt~ned hi. release from Algiers in 1699, left a 

l;BtDU.aipt teLt:tion of tbis event, which hu since been published iQ Da·ni&h. BiorQ 
c\e Skard .. .:, and other writers, 1,lave also left narrative8 or these piracie8 ; nod Oil 

the .&IIle 1Iubject a poem was composed by GudulUud fulendsoo, the author of a 
&raIUlatioa of AIleop', r.blea into Icelandic verSe. 
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lIpon the small pox; ".'hich, in 1707, raged with such epidc~ 
mic viru)f'nce, as to destroy more than 16,000 of the inha~ 
bitant s, The years intervening between 17S3 and 1759 were 
so exceedingly inclement, that the cattle perished in vast 
numbers from the scarcity of food. and a famine ensuing 
carried off nearly 10,000 people. The year 1783 was sig­
nalized by an event, more alarming in itself~ and not less dis­
astrous in its consequences. Several volcanic eruptions had 
a1ready occurred in different parts of the island during the 
preceding periods of the ceutury; but withont producillg, in 
a country !!IO thinly peopled, any very cxtcn!!live devastation 
or dlstrpss. At this time, ·howe,·er. the gr£'at eruption took 
place in the Skaptaa-Syssel; the most tremendous perhaps in 
its nature and extent by which Iceland or any other part 
of the globe has been afflicted. The sudden extinction of 
a submarine "olcano near Cape Rcib.iancs, which during 
some months had continued to hurn with extrem(' violcnc(', 
was succeeded by frequent and dreadful earthquakes, and by 
the bursting out of the volcanic fire, in a tract of country 
nearly two hundrt:d miles distant. The scene of the latter 
eruption appears to have been among the lofty mountains, 
called the Skaptaa Joku!, situated in the interior of the 
island, and known to the natives themselves only hy the re­
mote view of their summits, clad in perpetual snows. From 
this desol~te and unfrequented region, \'ast torrents of Java 
issued forth, overwhelming all before them, and filling up the 
bed. of great rivers in their progress towards the sea. For 
more than a year, a dense cloud of smoke and volcanic ashes 
covered the whole of Iceland, obscuring almost entirely 
the light of the sun, and extending its effect. 'even to the 
northern parts of continental Europe; the cattle, sheep, and 
horses of the country were destroyed ; a famine, witb its 
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attendant tliseases broke ont among the inhabitants, and 
the small-pox in'\"aded the island at the same time "ith 
its former virulence and fatal effects. From these com· 
hined causcs, more than eleven tbousand people pcrnshed 
<luring the period of a few year&; 3n extent of calamity which 
('an only be understood, by considering that this numher 
forms nearly a fourth part of t.he whole present population 
"fUle eoun'try. The destruction of the fishery upon the south­
('rn coasts ()f the island, by the volcanic erupt.ions just deecrib­
('d, was another more permanent source of distress, which even 
at the present time is not entirely removed. 

The literature of the Icelanders in latcr times, though 
affected in some degree hy the various evils of their situation, 
has ne\rerthel('ss been preserved from decline. and may per­
hap!' be considered as haviug made a certain progress, in its 
connection with the general advancement of knowledge 
amon,~ tbe nations of Europe. The names of numerous poet!' 
and historians still appear in the literary rccorrls of t.he 
island, and the introduction of new and important hranches 
of science has gi\'cn to the lcarning of the country a more 
extensive and diversified character, than .it possessed even ill 
the most splendid periods of it, ancient history. It is pro­
bable, however, that the proportion of the inhabitants de­
voted to such pursuits, has in later periods been consider­
ahly diminished; and this change may be regarded perhaps 
as forming the most remarkable distinction between the pre­
sent and former state of literature in the country. The few 
are still not u"worthy of tile names of their ancestors; but 
the people at 'iwIge. tA<iugh po,"""sing a mental cultivation 
far ahove their pliy.ieal circumstances, have probably de­
dined from that spirit of progress and improvement, which so 
much dio"uguished. the early coadition of their community. 

I 
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The names of Thormodus Torfams, Arnas Magmeus. and 
Finnur Jonson, are the most celebrated of those which have 
adorned the modern literature of Iceland. Torfmus, who was 
born in 1636, and educated first at the school of SkalhoIt, and 
afterwards in the university of Copenhagen, aCquired a high 
reputation at the Danish court, from theexten of his erudi. 
tion and acquirements; and in ]682 waS appoInted the his­
toriographer of Norway; a situation for which the number 
and value of his historical writings ~hew that he was peculi­
arly well qualified. Of 'these writings, the most important 
are the 'Series of Dynasties and Kings of Denmark,' and 
the' Hi tory uf Norway;' both published at Copenhagen 
in tlie beginning of the 18:st century.* Still more conspicuous 
for his devotion to literary pursuits was the. learned and 
eminent Arnas Magnreus, the son of an obscure country 
priest in the we~tern part of Iceland. Raised from the ori. 
ginal lowness of his situation by extraordinary efforts of. in­
dustry and talent, he attained in 16g4, when only thirty-one 
years 0,£ age, the honourable situation of professor , of philo­
sophy in the university of Copenhagen; and a few years 
afterwards was invested with the further offices of professor 
uf northern antiquities, and secretary of the royal archives. 
His .exertions for the pI:ogress of know ledge were laborious 
and incessant. Besides composing himself several important 
works, he collected at great labour and expenee a itagnifi­
cent . library, illustrative of the literature and antiquities of 
the north; and especially valuable in reference to the litera­
ture of his native island, which he· visited several times with 
the view of collecting all ~e books and m.anuscript extant 

• The otner most valuable writinss of Torfaeus are the Hilton. iIerOeDuum ; 
HiItoria Onadeolium; VinlaacHa ADtiqaa; . ~nIfmdia Aatiqua, &c. 
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die language. The greater part of tlJis 1ibr~ry 
'v consumed by the fire . which happened at 

1728; and the unfortunate Magnreus, pent 
the fruits of his long cont~nued indu try 

~ourse of a few hours almost entirely de­
l two years afterwards, and bequeathed to the 
~versity the remnant of his literary treasure ~ 

_rtt.:t>~[lOIlLD(:e of certain trustees, selected from 
men in the Danish metropolis ... 

'rite pupil, Finnur Jonson, is another of 
who, during the last century, have 
unimpaired the character and re­

mtry. Created bishop of Skalholt in 
office during the remainder of a long 

he has bequ 

to the promotion of happiness and 
the community of his fellow citizens. 
, the Ecclesiastical History of Iceland~ 
them a monument of ext,ensive erudi-

tion, genuine 
. long continue 

ments of their Ii 

and warm patriotic feelinas, which will 
of the fairest and most illustriou om:.l:-

. It would be impossible to mention here e,'en the names of . 
all the Icelanders, who; in these late!' perieds, h.ave dist~-

• The worb of Amas Magneu8 are ehie6y historical and critical. In bis 
earl.1. youth he .. a pupil of the eelebrated Bartholin, and aasisted him in the . 
compqaitioq ~ his great work on Danish antiquities. His character is admirably 
drawn by his friend Bishop Jonson (Iliat. Eccl. Island. '·01. 8. p. 576), to whOle 
intrepidity, at the time of the great fire in Copt>"uhagen, we owe the preservation 
or of. the . pte from tbe Magneanian library. 

t TH Bistoria Eccleti.stica Islandie was publi.ted at Copenhagea in four 
I' . tea in Latin of remarkable elepuee; is replete 

NII_Ie·iidl DOt IOJe.Iy ia relation (0 the eccleeiaAieeI affain, but 

tD1 bUtOry .ad 1iteratwm: of the Wand. 
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guished them,.II'.s in the departments of ili_"""y, 'poetry, 
theology, ('rilici!Jm, and physical science; but ih a succeed. .. 
iog chapter, on the present state of Icelandic literature, 
some remarks will be fuund. illustrative of ~e actual pro~ 
gress of the peopJc in these various branches )~ kuowledge. 
Though among thems(>ives a careful record is"'!)reserved of 
all the authors anci learned mm who have appeared in the 
country, yet the reputation of few of these individuals has 
been ('onveyl'u beyond tile linlits of their native island, af1...1 

their yi('wS towards posterity have fol' the most part been 
bounrted by t he Mn~ ~I anrl rpnlote circle of society ill which 
their uestiny was ca~t." It must he me~ti.oned,.b<t\vevet, to 
the honour of the COllrt of Dmmark, that during the last 
century, considerabl(' cncouragement has been.1 gi\'en to the 
progrt'~s of knowlcl1,!!:e among the Icelanders; . ~nd mn<"ll 

pain!; bestmH'd upon the revival of the ,,'ariou! rt'('ord .. of 
their ancient history and learning. For some tinl<', bc\'cral 
of the 1ll0~t emilwnt literary ('haractcrs of the Dani~h ITlt'. 
tropolis were associalt'd togelher, under royal patromlg-e, 
for the purpo~c of iIlm.trating the antiquities of th~ north; 
and to their industry awl f(~search, aided by the murltl'5t"Tipts 
nhich were prcscned in the Hbrary of .Magna-Hs, we on'c 
vel'y excellent editions of several of the tHo ... t important of 
thc early Icelandic writings. The editions of thc Sagas whkh 
were publi&hed under their superinrendanre, are rendered 
particularly valuable hy Latin' translations of the text, and 

• Tht names might be recited of ~t'lft:e>l two aud three hundred 6gthon in 
difH.rent departmllnb at: literature. who have appealed in lct'land during the 
period ietenening uetween .1650 end tIle present time, Besides the three ctistin~ 
guisbed individuals who are mentioned above, there are many others who appear 
to ha."e merited \vdJ the reputation -'lYhich thf!Y enjoyed anumg the!r eouafiYmen. 
Such are, John HaltorlOn, Paul Vidalin, Paul Bionuon, Jous Vidw, E,ggert 
OJaflOn, lJiarne Paulson, Halfdan ErnarsoD, Jolm Finsson, &<=". 
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n" Ihb -, COpioWi ROte. and illustrations which are sub. 
jqiaed to ~cm. Amm>g the distinguished men who were 
.,ngeged mAlhi. office, we tinc! the "ames of Luxdorph, SUhUl. 
Langehock; J!.lId of seve.-al Icelanders who had acquired re· 
p~o ~\W:openhagen (rom their abilities and acquire. 
nm~· tie molt eminent among the latter wa'S the learned 
Prof_ 'J,'!orkelin. whose exertions in behalf of the litera· 
i~ _ other interests of lceland, arc yet continued to his 
country~. 

The government of Iceland· bas undergone no material 
c4aoge. dnri!1g ~e last century. The country is still aUache(1 
to1he,d~on of Dellmal'k j and the charge of its admini~ 
stration it committed, as formerly, to governors <lppoiuted by 
the crown, who have generally reaided in the island, and ad­
ministered its laws in a. mild and equitable manner. The 
change wilich was introduced some years ago into the judicial 
t~&tabli&lllncnts of the country, when the courts of law were 
transferred from Thingvalla to Reikiavik, will uc spokC'n of 
jn the chapter on this subject j and the alterations which have 
taken place of late in ib commercial system will elsewhere be 
detailed at length. 

It is Illuch to be lamented that the history of Iceland may 
not close here. A calamity, however, remains to be recoru­
ed, under which the people of this island are still suffering, 
and the termination of whkh is yet qncertain and obscure. 
Seeluded from the rest of Europe. bearing no part in the 
contentions of more powcrful states, gentle and peaceable in 
all their habits. the Icelanders arc nevertheless exposed at . . 
the pre.ent time to the evils and privations of war. The un. 
happy contest which has now for some years subsisted be • 

• ' 8y the loven 01 .~rtherll literature, the nlUDc of Count Suhm, as Que of its... 
mOit active 8lld generous ~~QI, will ever hQ held in. veneution. 
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tween England and Denmark, by intercepting the trade to 
tl}e island, ha~ abridged the few comforts the people before 
posses .. ecl, and dC'prived them of many things, which might 
almost be considered the in dis pen sible necessaries of life. An 
attempt was made some time ago by the Briti~h government 
to obviate tlJis e"il j but hitherto, from particular t:ir('um~ 
stance", "ithoul all the success which such an effort de­
~(-,I'\ cd. It will sUfely be viewed as one of the most lamcntu w 

bIt, feature .. in the hi<;toryof t.he time!', that a people' on whom 
nature hafo, uC'blo",cd.!>o few of her blessings, ~hould be despoil­
('<1 ercn of these amid the ruthless 3ud injurions ('ont('sh of 
tlwir fellolV men. The mmu, whil(~ it recoils from sneh a 
picture, will the mOTe earnestly look fonvard to the period, 
when these complicated ~ocial calamities may ha\"(' an end; 
an(~ when the ucsolate scenes of nature, as ,veIl as til(> fairest 
regions of the earth, may no longer echo to thE' continual 
tum\llt~ of war. 
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TRAVELS IN ICELAND, &c • 

. JOURNAL. 

CHAP. I . 

IIAVJNG had the good fortune to procure accommoda.­
tions on board the ship Elbe, belonging to Messrs. Phelps 
and Company of London, we sailed from Leith, on the 18th 
of April 1810, for Strom ness, where we were to Ill.eel t.hat 
vessel. A favourable wind enabled \15 to accomplish this 
part of our voyage in forty. four hours. The Elbe had not 
arrived; but in the harbour was a. brig, the property of the 
same Company, and also bound for Iceland; which vessel 
had been blown off the cast coast of that island in the month 
of November. 

Expecting every moment tbe arrival of the Elbe. we could 
not venture to explore any part of the Orkney Islands. except 
the immediate neighbourhood of Stromnes... It happened. 
when we approached the l'cntland Frith, to be u.e' time of 
slack tide. 80 that our passage across it was very pleasant. 

Jl 
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There is nolhin~ particularly striking ill the first view of the 
Ork\H')'~. Oll ellt{~riug the narrow sounds, we were surprised 
by tII(, great 1111mbcr of ~hips assemhled in 111(' harb()Uf called 
tlw I .. ong Hope. Thco;,e. together with tile rod.:y .shores of 
the i~la.nd!oo, awJ the hills of Hoy (the highe,stgroup in Ork· 
IH'Y,) formed a. ycry plca:-.ing SC(~lI('. The security of the 
l .. ong Hope, the ('a!o.Y access to it and the excellent harbour 
of ~lron11lcjo:;s , together with the light~houscs on the Pentland 
Skf'rric .. , Sl'(,,1l1 dtcctually to remove the terrors of the l)enl­
laud ]i'rith; the lIavigalion of which, from the violcut:e aud 
rapidity with \dlich the tide flows through it, had lUll,;! bel'H 
('ollsiticrcd a~ t'xtrf'ntl'ly hazarduus, The town oj ~trOIIHleS~ 

js pleasantly situate along the fuol of a hill, on the w('~t side 
of the hay whi<.:h fonll~ th!' harbour. The hom.es. of which 
sOllie arc very good, are crowdeu together ill the utlllO!o.t l'OIl­

fusiun; ami what is called the street, is a IOIl~, narrow, 
cliJty lane, badly paved with flag-~tones. It is so narrow iu 
some places that it ~eelUs ilUposs.ibl(' for h",'o wheel-harrows 
tu pass each other; and in walkiug along, it is Bot unusual to 
be stopped by the operation of ~laughtcring a pig, a ~he('p, 

or a calf, in the street, whic..:h is nev('r cleaned hut by heavy 
nun. The inn is very comfortable, and we had 1I0 cause to 
cotnp1ain of what was provided for us, There is often a 
scarcity of wheaten bread, atising from the uncertainty and 
irregularity of the supply of flour. The water is excellent; 
and there is abundance of it for the supply of ships frequent. 
ing the harbour. 

The state of agriculture in the ueighbourhood of Stromlless 
is most wretched; the cottages are filthy, and the inhabitants 
arc ,'ery indolent. The black cattle, sheep, and horses, are 
miserable looking creatures; and the implements of bus­
.bandry are of the rudest con.truction, especially the pluugh. 



CR. 1. StromHts,.] TnA VELS IN ICl:T.AND. 

It sc<'ms that the pcasant.<; of Orkney are o.ln'11ll'ly aYcr ... (' lu 

any innovation on their oh.l practices, and ('xc('(dingly .I('at­
OllS of strangt'J's. Of the latter quality we had one proof, 
while C'xamininp; some cottagcs, and taking sl,ctch!..'" of them. 
An old man, who ).vas bu"y in planting potaloe::. al a little 
di~tanct.~, on seeing u-, t.hus cmplo)'<'d, left his work, and 
walking up with as much fiercell(,"'s ao; his w('athl'l'-bealcll 
countenanrc could exprc~s. roughly ,temanrlw what we were 
doing. and why WC' darcd to go into the hom;;es to frighten 
the childrf'n. The proprietors of the Orkney hlanrls, ao; they 
have mall)" llifficulties to encounter, will ha.H~ the greater 
DH'rit when they shall have improved the condition or the 
peasantry, as well a~ the producti"cneso; of lh('" soil. 

On the 25th, til<' Elbc arrived. at Stromncss. Imm{'dialc~ 

lyon h('}' arrh al, we went on hoard, ano wcr(' recei\'crl with 
gn'al kinuncs~ by Captain Liston, and }\Ilr Fell, who was 
goin.~ out as il.~(,llt for Phelps and Company. To the.;;c gcn-
11C'lIlcn, as well as 10 their C"lUployers, we are und('r ,"cry ~n'al 
obligations. Not only did they iucommode themselves that 
('very thing might be' cornfortahle to us in point of accom­
modation, but they contimled to make e\'(~ry exertion to Tl'll­

der the voyage agreeable. 
The island of Iceland is placed in the Atlantic ocean, ill a 

direction nearly north-west from the contin('nt of Europe. 
Its position has not bf'en very accurately asccrt~jneu; but, 
from the best authorities in our Possc&sion, it appears to lie 
between the 12th and 25th degrees of longitude west from 
Greenwich; its extreme breadth from cast to wcst being 
nearly 300 miles. From some notes which were obligin~ly 
sent to U8 by the Danish officers employed in surveying the 
coast, the latitude of the northern extremity of the island, 
Cape North, appears to be 660 30', which nearly coincides 
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with the Arctic Circle. In the common maps of tht· country, 
it is la.id down a degreE' farther north. The most southern 
part is in north latitude 63" 40' nearly , and the broadest 
part or the i!-Iand froUl north to south, is probahly not much 
more than 180 miles. 

We sailed on the 28th for Reikiavik, the capital of Ice­
land. A firie hreeze"carried us about twenty miles to the 
westward of Orkney, when we were be-calmed ; and several 
ships. hound for America, whic11 had sailed the day before, 
were seen in tll(' same situation. On our return to Orkney 
in autumn, \\ c were informed that, at Stromncss, the satUt' 
favourable wind which had carried us only twenty miles, had 
continued sc\'eral days, and had given our friends reason to 
believe that we bhoulu have a very short voyage. 

The weather soon became unsteady; am} a heavy gale of 
\\ ind overtook us on the 3d of l\lay; hut it was 1Iot againsL 

our course. Early in the morning, one of the sailurs, an 
dderly man, fell from the main.yard llpon the dcch. On 
hearing of this accident we got ont of bcd, and, though il 
was hardly po"ible to stand, we contrived to reach the place 
where he lay, and to hleed him. He died in the ev~nillg. At 
night on the 4th, the wind became more vlolent, accom· 
panied with snow; and the rigging was stiffened with ice. 
Moderate weather now succeeded, and as soon as it was 
clear day-light, we had the pleasure of heing summoned 
upon deek to enjoy the first view of ICELAND. The land 
first in sight was that called by navigators Cape Hekla, though 
it i. at a ""miderable distance from the celebrated volcano 
of that name. The range of enormous mountaiAs, lYRich now 
appeared soaring above the horizon, was entirely covere<l 
with snOW,; and though we felt considerable joy on findin@ 
ourselves so near the end of our voyage, we pould nol heiF 
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being impressed with the very uninviting appearance of the 
country:-

Where undissolving. from t.he fll'st of time. 
Snows swell on snows amazing to the sky; 
And icy mountains high on mountains pd''', 
Seem to the ~hl\f'ling sailor from afar, 
Shapeless and whitt', nn atmosphltre of clouds 
l'roJe<:ted huge, and hOl:f1d o'er the surge. 

In the evening we passed to the southward of the West· 
mann Islands, a fine group of rocks, extending to a distance 
of about twenty miles from the m03t ~outhern part. of Ice­
land. The na\,igation round Cape Reikialles, the south­
"'e~\. poiBt of the island, not being deemed safe during the 
uie;ht, we Ja} to, a little to the we:,tward of the rocks, till 
day.light, when a fresh breeze came off the land. 

III ~Ijn~ along towards the Cape. we had a. fine view of 
lht' mountaiJl~ of the &outh-west parl of lcehmd. They are 
not \'C'ry high, and the l:o.now had almost disappeared from 
them. The-ir rllggccl summi1s, and the tle&olaLe appearance 
of their siues, ~t'Cmed to indicate a volcanic origin; and, with 
the a33i"ltancc of a telescope, we thought we could distinguish 
the plac<'S whence lava had tlowecl. We also saw the "apour 
rising from the sulphur mountains, which arc in this rangE' . 
Towards Cape Reikianes, the mountains gradually decrease 
in height, and become more conical, and at length the 
country i. low, and rocky, which renders an approach to the 
shore very dangerous. Off the Cape are some small rock., • about six miles apart from each other; and beyond them is 
a sunken reef extending about ten miles farther, and termin­
Ating in a rock called, in the Daniah chart, Blind"J;ugle Skier, 
or tire blind bird rock. We steered for the passage bctlVcell 
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the Cape and 111(' l1C'arcst Tock; and, just as we got inlo jt~ 
WCf{~ becalmed. Thb circumstance excitC'd considerahle 
an'Xidy ill tIl(' captain: but he was soon rcIi('vl'u hy pefcC'i\·. 
inA' Ihe tide to be in ollr favonr, which carriC'd the sidp safc­
Jy from the rocks. \Vc 110W turned nortlnvanh •• and observ­
('(I thai the flal COlllltry, uetween the Cape and the Skagen 
Point, ha.d til(' appearance of ha\ljng been desolated by \'01-
<;allic (·t'uptions. 'Vc sailed backwards and forwards d\lring 
the lIight. and began to beat up the Faxt- Fiord -'" at sun-rise, 
011 the 7th of .May. The day proved clear, and we had a 
distinct "jl'\\" of the' amphith('nl~'(' of 1ll00lllt<lins which honnd 
the Fa:\.c l<'iord. On one hand, the "jew terlllinated with the 
hare, ruggc·d, and g100my hills stretching to" artls the cast 
from Cape Reikianes; on the other, with the lofty Snrefcll 
.Jokul t towering abure the neighbouring SI10w-coycr('(l moun~ 
taius, which rose in a yariety of ~hap("s, forming a most mag~ 
uificcnt scene; but such a one as seemed to forhid the ap­
proach of man. \Vhcre 110 snow aPl'ean'd, hideous pJ'cci~ 

pices overhung the sea, or the dcstrllctire effects of subler· 
raneOU5 fire were visible on the more level country, where 
alone an ad renturer could hope to find access. 

A great number of boats were ~cen coming from different 
parts of the coast to fish. Passing near one of them, we 
hailed it, and took the people and their fish on board. They 
had caught about thirty cod, halibut, ami tusk, or cat fish, 
for the whole 'of which they demanded foUT shillings. The 
people were clad in sheep skins, wbich they took off before 
coming int .. the ship. This coveting has a very sing)11,.. appear· 
ance; but it keeps the fishermen dry, and preoervcs their 

• Fiord ~ bay, or frith. 
t Jokul (pronounced Yokul) u a aarGe given to 6uch mountains all are per. 

petually ooTered with 'DOW". 
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clothes from being spoiled while they are hauling in the fi,!>. 
In the north of Iceland they wea.~ seal skill<;, with hood'S fit­
ted to the jackets. The dre~s of the men in thi", anel in an­
other boat which afterwards approached the ship. cou~istet.l 
of blue, grey, or black cloth jackets and breeches, allll coarse 
woollen stockings. Their shoes we're made of uudrc"scfl .,..!ul 
skin. Some of them worc wool1el1 caps, with a ta')~J, vary­
illg in ('ulour, hanging' at tile end. The owner of the fir .. t 
boat had his jacket trimmed with red cloth; he officiated a .. 
our pilot. .Most of them had 011 round slouched hat~; theil 
hair was long and lank, and several of them had long beards. 
On Qur approachin~ nearer to Reikiavik bay. the pilot of 
that place, nho had heen fi~hillg. cam<:> on board. and ~up('r­
!-.ed{~d the other, who belonged 10 a plaCe> called Kiebli,jl~. 

The Rcikia\'ik pilot was a taB, &tout, good looking mart. but 
his !'hcep-skin dress gave him ra.ther a savage appearance. 

Viewed from th(' st':l, the capital of keland hilS a vcry 
Jlleau appearance. It is. built 011 a narrow flat, between 
two low hills, having the sea on the north-cast, and a small 
lake 011 the 'South-we!'!' ~idt>. 'Ve landed for a ~horl lime in 
the C\'eniTlg; aud hat! we not prpvio1151y seen the fishermen, 
we should have been a good deal surprised at the odd figures 
that flocked about ti S . The Danish inhabitants, who sel­
dom &tir "ithout tobacco pipes in their mouths. were easily 
distinguished. The beath slopes rapidly; but is extremely 
convenient for boats at all times of the tide. It is compo!)eu 
entirely of comminuted laya. There were two large wooucn 
platforms, made to be occasionally pushed into the wator, for 
the purpose of loading and unloading the larger uoats. Tbe 
ancborage is good; and the bay is defended from beavy seas 
by several small islands, which rcuder it a very safe barbour. 

The houses, with the exct>ptioll of ou~ that i. constructed 
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of hrick, and the church and prison which are of su:me?~'.a.r~ 

formed of wood, coat.ed 01). the outside with a mixtu're of tar 
and red clay. The storehouses, some of which are vcry large, 
arc built of the same materials, which in every case are ,put 
together vcry neatly. The longest range of houses c~cnds 
along the beach; the other stretches at a right angle from it 
at the west cnd, and is terminated by a house which is used 
by the merchants as a tavern. At the east end of the town 
is the Toght-hullS, or prison, which having been wllite-washed, 
is very conspicuous among the other dark brown huildings. 
Behino this end of the street, which is on the beach, stands 
the house of the latc governor, Count Trampe; and heyond 
that, near tl~ lake, is tllc church; a clumsy building covered 
with tiles. It is in a sadsta1.e of dilapidation. the winds and 
rain having free accese; to cycry part of it. Though suffici­
ently large to accommodate some hundreds of persons, it is 
not much frequented. on ordinary Sundays. 011 particular 
occasions, such as a day of confirmation, it is much crowded. 
In the ·neif,'hbourhood of tbe town there is a considerable 
number of coUages, all very mean, and inhabited for the 
most part bytbe people Fho work for the merchants. The 
whole .population amounts to about five hundred. On the 
top of t4e hill, to the westward, is an observatory, in which 
a few, instrum.ents are usually kept . . At present they are in 
tne hands of two Danish ollicers, who are employed in sur­
veying the coasts. 
'; Tile drawing from which the engraving is taken was made 

ltofu'SOme rocks ahove a cottage a Iittle .j.<> ~he ·south.east of 
the tOwn. This is ,the most : favourahle view of the ' town ; 
pil it includesp"rt of the range ofmountaih~ 'in the SOlllfell 

, . . . "" 
Sy-+,I':,. whlcit'is terminated by:the Snrefell Jokul. 
. 'i'Ii<" :.priag-tii!es often rise .6Qhigh as to overllow ~ 
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ground betw('cn the g:ovcrnor'" house and lh(' cburclt. .lnd 
the &treet which rllns up from 1hc lJt'ach. The watel ~flnl('· 

limt's enters the little ganlcns \\hkh an' behillu mo~l of tlw 
houses. A ~ma.lI stream nJll& from tht' l.lk(': and. w('r.~ ih 
(hannel dC'cpcneu, a ,"cry useful ano. LoumlOdious har!J(Iul" 

might he made. 
On shewing &omc letters 1 CC(oj\"c,l from hi'S Excellency 

Count Trampe,. to his agent Mr ~illlOn'Soll, anfl to 1\11 li'ry_ 
d('n~ht'r7~ Ihe landfuged. Or trcaSUTf"f of lhe hJan<l, ,hey, 
"ithout til(' lcal)t h("~jtalion, pt'l'mitteci U~ to take po<.,se~~iolt 
uf the' CO\1nt'~ hom.(·, in \\hieOh we were nJterw.lfds confirmed 
by a letter, fronl the Counl himself. to .Mr Simoll"on, desir­
illg him 10 pr{)\ je}e accommodations for us in tili'i habitation, 
~ hiLh, thongh small, is \'cry comfortable. It ('onsi,ts oi 
tltTf'l' roum .... helm.\" 011(' of \\ht~h OJlClI'i into the kitchen, and 
a.llother 1<' occupied a~ a publi(, office. Then' is a pantry wel1 
tith'(l up with ~lll'lves, presses, and drawers. The kitch(,l1 
has a. fin' plac(' likC" a "mith's forge. with a small grate iu th(' 
luiddl~. ill \\ hich the tire i& kindled. When a dinner is pre~ 
paring;, rlilTcrcnt fire" a.rc lighted to suit different utensils. 
The rooms are heated by dose stov~s connected with the 
kitchen '·ent. Ab(wt', there is a 10ft, the access to ",hich is 
by a narrow trap stair~ca ... e. 111 this theN' are three apart­
ments, one of which hu'i a. stovc; th{" rest of tlu.-' space is left 
open for Iumbt'r. Adjoining the bouse is au open ('ourt, 
beYlInd ",hieh are n. stable and a tow-house, with a hay loft 
abO\'c them. About a quarter of an acre of indifferent soil 
behi.nd the housf", is inclosed by a paling, and used as a gar­
den. Soon after we went to lodge here, SOmE' seeds of t~ 
nip, radis.h, cabba~e, pease, cre~s, and mustard, were sown in 
;. ;~OTner of the garden, and what we left uno<lCupicd was 

L 
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filled hy Mr Simolholl with potatoes anel Swec1i~h turnip 
seed. 

Till' fir .. t ,i .... it Wf' paid, after lanJjng- on the 8th of May, 
\\,' " It) lIH~ hi,hop, Geir Yidalin, who r('{'('in~d U~ with gn'at 
hilldncs'i. 11(' i~ a good lo()h.in~ man, abu\(.' the ordinary 
slahllC; (OrpUIC-HI , hUI 1101 unwieldy; with an open connte. 

Hall(,t', \\hil,h ~('l'Hl '3 to delIan' hi ... f('dillg') \\ithont disgui'iC', 

Ht· is :Ill {'\.( (']1(' 111 da ... ~jcal M .... holl.lf, alld ~pC:'ak ... Latin fluently; 
mal hi" g<'llcral J..1lt)\\l( ·dL!:t: i~ equal, if 1I0t ~Upt'fj(HJ to that 

(,)f allY pt'r"ton in Iceland. 
lIavillo.:! If':ll'IIP(llhat \",P .. lJnuld bl' \.lJli!1;t'ti In'quenlly to 

rf'tm n to Jh·iki,n ik . after Illa~ ill~ l'XC1H:~i()Il" into 1\1(-' ('01111 II j • 

OUl first care was to arrange our ]uJu.,chold affairs, and to 
jJl(llIir(' for hor..,cs, '" hich, at thi ... ~('aSOll, \H'f(~ tlitlicult tu pro­
Clift', The gl'as~ nol ha\illg b(·'l.~ull 10 grow, tht·y \\ c re ~lm 
Vt']'.' leall, alltl unfit for hard 'icn j{'t' , In ..,event) dblrit t ... a 
,liM'aM' ll:ui :tttad,cd thr hor ... (·s, rmd c..trricd off great IlUIll­
h{'I~ ofthclll. Ev(>t'y body told 11S that it would he in yain 
to alh:rnpt traH~ l1ing so ('arly in the st:a~on; and as we saw 
that ddfty wa~ ullavoiuablc. we T('~oh'C"d to C"mploy onrseh('<; 

111 formjn~ aequailllml('~" aud in oh~ervjllg the mallller~ of the 
peoplC' ill the capital. 

"V(' thought it our duty to pay our respf'cto; 10 Mr Olaf 
Stf'phcn~on, who has llw title of Gt'"licime Elat&raad, and was 
furmerly governor of the ~land; and haying b€'t'n informed 
that he would be glad to s~e us, we went to his hOllbf', which 
i~ on tJJC j~Jand of Viuot'", about three milt'S from the town. 
It is built of f:,tone, and bears e\ id~nt marks of decay on the 
oulsidR. The bit nation, between two green bills, the ground 
in frout !lloping towards the flea, is very agrecWllc. Ott ~ 
west side it- a uent chapel, whel'e the :minister of Reik~ 
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performs divine service oncc in tItre ... • w(,<'k.... fkfnrt.' tht· 

chapel is a smuH garden, indmwd hy a tllrf wall. llc1lintlt! l\ 
house are cottages for the accommodation of "Hrants; al\l1 
farlher off, are the cow and shel'p h()u~('s . 

The old gC'utlclllfln, dressed in till' uniform of a Danlsh 
(:olonel of the guards. Teei:-iveu us at the door with great po­
liteness, ulld s('cmed 10 ue exceedingly gratified hy ol1r "hit. 
He ushered U~ into a large room, furni ... lH'u with the remain'i 
of aucient fihery, some }Jrinl~, portraits, and a nllmber of 
l'rofill' I-h:\(I('Si, whic:h afflml('d little relief to the e.n: whil(' 

waudcring 0"('1' the damp, decaying walIs. The hOllse alto­
~cther appC'<lTl'U as if it would nollong sun-in' its Y('ncrable 
inhahitant. Thf" ncxt room we clltere<l was our ho"t's bcd­
ch:.uuher. which was Yf'ry comfortabl(', and wdl warnlcd hya 
stove placed in a ('orneI'. Aflcr a litli<.' cOU\'crsation on indif­
ferent sul~je('ls, the old gentleman tnlked of his health. and 
secllH:,d quite JelightC'd to find that we could gi,,'c him ')orne 
nlCdil'illc~ as weB as advice. We had the ph,'aS\lTC of l)CinJ!: 
told, after tlw la,pse of a few weeks, that Mr Holland's }In'· 
script-ions h.uI been attended with the bf'~t cft('cts. 

'V(' had no intclIlion of remaining here to dillner; hut, on 
proposing to takl' lease, we soon pereeivcd lhat it would give 
great offence, to withdraw " 'ithout partakillgof his hospitality. 
Mr Stt'phcllson spoke affectionately of Sir Joseph Ba.nks, ,vito 
is much and desern.:!dly esteemed in Iceland; and he shewed 
us, with much appart.'nt satisfaction, some diplomas which he 
had receh'E'd from different societies. 

While awaiting the hour of dinuer, one of the party hap .. 
p~ned to take a little suull' from a box of no great ,'alue; but 
as it attracted the notice' of our host, and as he seemed to ad .. 
~irc the snuff nu less t4nn the box, he was entreated to 
aCcept of both. The p¢scnt was rcceired with the highest 
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marl., of sati .. f.lcfion: and thf' good old gentleman instanta,... 
nt'ou-;ly dr('\\ from hi~ pocket a curiom~ box, ornamented 
wilh <,il\('r, \\ hith hau bectl madt, in Iceland, and in&lbled 
on Iwing penllltt('d to r('tlll'n the compiim€'nt. This mark of 
politeness, mal HI{' hraHty of thr b()x , prorluced very warm 
e~prc~sjoll'" of admiration from the whole party ~ when our 
ho~t ':Iulldt'1I1y l(·n th(' room. anti returning with a silver box 
of far greater \a}u(',. Ioonatdlcd tilt· first from the per')oll nho 
IH'Jd it, and in ... i .... tcd on all ('~('hallge with ~o ~ood a grace. 
and \\illi <'0 I1HJ(h earne .... lnt' ........ that thii h('uv) h.llancc agaill .... t 
Ule trifle he had g-ot could not bt., l"rfn"ed. 'VI." afl<'l'warch. 
found that the hm, b(>lon~erl to Iii ., father, ",llos(' initial ... 
ncrt' wrought on the:- cover. \Vc were Vf'ry much ~tr ll ('k \\ ilb 
the refined, at tli(' saruc tiUlc hcartfdll'0litcnc~s which aCCOlO4 

pallied thi ... liule transaction. 
III due tiruc, the repa'}l whidl had been prepared. wa .. nn­

JUHlIH'cd by a ~ood looll.ing ~irl , clr('*,t in the (,Olnpld(~ hf'. 
lalldil' costUDW. The drcs~ of the womcn is not <...uk:uiaLcu io 

~hc\\' the per~on to ad\·antagt'. The long waist, bunchy pet· 
Ilc(ml,. and the fashion of flattening the bosom as mlH'h as 
pos ... Jolf', together with thc extraordinary head-dress, exci ted 
rather luuicrous elliolions a.t the first \·it"w; but tlH'f(' b a 
rit'buess in the whole that i~ pleasing. A dres") which we pro~ 
cured, consists of a blue cloth petticoat, with a wai~t of scarlet 
woollen :;tnff oTuampntro with gold lace, and bilver loop~hol('s 
on black \l'IH~t, tor lacing it. 011 the hack of the waist are 
.tripes of black "c!vet, which COver the seam'. Over the pet­
ticoat i. tied an apron of blue cloth, having asilver-Ililt orna­
ment hanging from tile middle of the upper part; . and along 
tile bottom, beveral stripe. of light blue stamped vel~ 
~ fu" waist is put on a jacket ~f black cloth, having ~ 
~'pes of black velvet in fr.,mt, ~ ... cxt to Ih<'lll twa of gO{j 
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lace. On the back and shoulders· are stripes of orange.co­
loured velvet. Round the waist is buckled a girdle of black 
velvet, covered with rich si1ver.gilt ornaments. A collar 01' 

ruff of black and crimson velvet, ornamented with ver lace, 
and haVing attached to it a sort of . tippet of blacK cloth, 
adorned in front with light brown velvet, is put round the 
neck. Silver. gilt chains of various forms,. and medals, are 
worn suspended from the neck.* On going out of doors, to 
church, or on any occasion of ceremony, the women wear a 
cloak or mantle of black cloth, called wadma1. That belong­
ing to the dress above descn d. is ornamented in front with 
two large hollow convex buttons, made of silver gilt and richly 
. ornamented. The cloak j trimmed with· two broad stripes 
. of figured woollen stuff resembling black stamped velvet. 

. The head-dress is formed of white linen or cotton cloth, 
shaped like a large flat horn bending forwards, and made 
stiff with a quantity of pins, faStened on the top of the head 
with a colollred silk or cotton handkerchief, which entirely 
conceals the hair. The petticoat, the. aproA, the jacket, 
are of different 0010\1rs,. though bl black are the' most 
common; a ornaments of silver re variously shaped. 
The general the dre long rem . ned the same, 
though the has unde~ ome alterulOlJlli 
dimensions, and mode of b 'ng it. 

ess in the . only they 
am.eotoo. Boys ~ gaudy cap 
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~cssion i'i mndc ofhllH.' ')ilk, 'illrl'Ollndcd \lith gold lace, and 
has a. !!Tt't'll !-.iil, 1a ~~l'l Oll the top. 

\V1H.'1l a lady ~(){'" nhroad 011 horst-nack. the IH .. ·ad~(lr('s ... i ... 
con'n'd hy a hat of a n'r.\' clIrioll'" ., IU.llw, \I hi('11 i~ seen in tlu' 
l'ngT;\\"ing, ,,1wl'(, the' ,liifcrcnt dre-,sc<; ~rc hC'llcr l"plainec] 

than Ily wonk 

No.1 , i!-. a. lady in full drC''i'i; 'No, 2, the nrdinary dn""" of 
thl' nOllien of all ranks : 1\'0.3, a lady in a riding- dr(''\~; No. 
4. all Icelallder ju llj ... h(, 1:l t dolh l's. ThC' ja(:kt . .'t'i of the 1Il('1\ 

:.IIT frf'qut'lltly made of bla( k wad mal. No. J. i ... th(' fi~Hn' 01 
the Hdkia\ ik pilot ill his <;hcc[J-!)I\in tln's", a ... 11(' ('aWl: 011 

Loa .. ,1 til<' Elbe. 
Tin.' 11:1Jn"S of tlH' tlifTl'rc llt part '> ofthc fire"" art'.-jll!dur,lhf' 

hc:.ul-drc .. .s. of which the nppl.'L" pari i!. called, S/.01t • uPI'ldutu1', 
till' "aist of the petticoat; jill. tt.e p('tlir ·oal.; IUf'ljJi/l" , Ih(,M 
when jOilH.'d to,f!:t-'1her; sl·iuln, the' aproll; f}'fIje, tllp jack.t>t ~ 

'/ cmpa, the dual; bk;rla, Ill(' shifl; hn18-f~MI, the neck-chain ~ 
hlag~, til<' I.'ollar; hada-le~fi, the ~houldl'r-('haill ; milllllr. tll(' 
ornam(,nted loop_holes of the- waist; lil1d(~, the g;irclll.'; soclillr, 

stoch.in~s; sock(dJonJ, l!art('r~; s/rior, shol.~. 

On entering the roolll itl ~o which we hat! at firt>t been in­
trodu('cu, ,,,e founu a taule Tlc-atiy t'ov~~, anll a bottle of 
wine s<'t uo\VI1 for cadI pC'f"on. This a~m,'d us a little, ns 
we f('ared that the old Jteutlcman int('tHIt!<J, according to the 
ancient C'ustom of U(,lltnal'k, to ' kt'ep wasseJ.' Th<.. only 
tli$h on the tahle was one of sa~o soup, to which we were 
hc1pctl very lihcrul1y. The appearauce of a piece of roasted, 
or rather baked, beef, rclic,'ed us consid('rably; and we sub­
mitted, as well as we w('re ubh.:, to receive an unusual supply' 
of a fuod to which we were accustomed. lVe had drank ~ 
few glasses of wine, wlu'n a curious silver CUI), large emm~h 
to contain half a bottle, was put llpon the table. Our ho~t 
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filleu it to thr hrim, and put on the co\'(>r. He l1l('0 hdd it 
towards the person who sat nr);t to him, a.nd u~~red him t<J 
take off the ('oVeT, and look illto tIlt.' cup; .1 ceremony in. 
tentil,d to ~e('lIJ'e fail' play ill filling it; ancr ,\ hich 111' drank 
0111 bf'alths, l'xpn'ssiug hi!>. hnpl'il1t~~s at~('cillg u!>. ill hi.., hou~e. 
and hi:, IlOpC~ that. we would honour him with om' compallY 
a!o. oftcli a~ we could. Ht' cle~ireu to Ut> excused from elllpty­
ing the ('np. 011 accounl of thl' illdi(}('rcut slate of his health; 
but \\C Wt.'J'(' iuformed at the same timp, thai if any OJW of li S 

,hould 1I('~le('l allY pari of tIle cerelllony, or fail to invert the 
CliP. pla(,ing the edgC' on one of the thumbs, a.., a proof 
that we had swalJo\\cd erery drup, the defaulter would be 
ohligeo hy tIlt' hn,<; of uJinkilH; 10 fill 1bc cup a~ain, and 
(hill"- it ofr a ~('cund 1itul·. He then gave the LUP to his 
11l'ighhotlJ', whu, having urallk it olT, put on the cm'cr, and 
h.\lHh'd it to 1hc persoll oppu~ite to him. lkiug filled, tIH.' 
{ Uji ' .... a o; e'\amined by the.' person whose turn it was to drink 
2Il' \\" . and tll\l ~ it \\l'ut round. In spite of their ntlfiost CXCI'­

I iOTls, lhl' penalty of a s{'('omL draught was incurred by t\',,'O 

of tlH' l:olllpan.\. ' ;Vhile we were dreading the l'on~equcnces 
of hadng swallowed so much wine, amI ill terror If'~t tile cup 
... hould ue !>cnt round again, a dll.h of ('old pancakc'5, of an 
nbluu,l!; form, and t.'o,-cred with bugnr. was prOllucerl; and 
after them sa~o puddings floating in rich cream. It was in 
vain tlJat W(' plt'aded the iucapacity of our stomachs to con· 
lain any more; "c W{'[t obliged to 6l1brnit to an adt.litional 
load; when a SUlUllwns to coffee in rul a.djoining room, 
brought llS a m~t w('lcome relief, Our sufferings, however, 
were noi ye.t at an i'nd. On .first enteriug the house, we had 
ltoticed a vcry large china tureen on the top of a press; and 
as it had nut Ll'CH u'1lcd at diultf.:l. \\'c conduclcd that it was a 
mere ornamen.t. We had scarcely tlaU<>red ourselves that 
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coffee was to finish the entertainment, when the yO\utg woman 
who had waited at table came in with this tureen, and tet it 
before us. It was accompanied by some large glasses, each 
of the size of an ordinary tumbler. 'Ve looked at eadl other 
with dismay, on ob~crving tllis puge ,-essel full of smoking 
punch; and as there was no prospect of being ahle to escape, 
we endeavoured to look chearful, and accomplish the task 
required of us, Having at length taken leave, OUl hospitable 
friend insisted on attending us to the beach. 

Our next visit was to the minister of Rcikiavik, and to tht" 
physicia.n, both of whom live at some distance to the west­
ward of tht' town. The former, Mr Sigurdson , met us at the 
door of 0 IJ1i:scrable hut, alltl led Ub throl1gh a long, dark and 
dirty passage, obstructed by all sorts of utensils. and by a 
Ulall beating- stock fish, illto an ob&cure room. The apart­
ment into which we were ushered was the family bed room, 
and the best in the house. The roof was so low that a person 
could hardly stand upright, and there was scarcely ruom for 
any thing beside the furniture, which cons~t('d of a bcd, a 
clook, a small chest of dmwers, and .. glass cup· board. Our 
surprise at finding: the minister of the only town in Iceland 
80 ill accommodated, ceased on disco-.ering that a stipend of 
one huncl''ed and twenty dollars, not very regularly paid, 
with pasture for a cow or two, and a few 5heep~ were all that 
be had for the support of himself and his family. We were 
presented with a bason of very good milk, and, after some 
conversation on indifferent matters, we proceeded towards 
tbe house of Dr Klog.· N"thing can be more dreary than 
the flWC of the country hereabouts; and bow an ';lev~ 
and exposed situation, at .. distance from the town, cam~ to 

• PronoWlqallDo. 



bc ;-chosen for the residence of the physician. seems difficulllo 
explain. The doctor's hOllse, and that of the apoth(~cary, 
arc under the same roof, arid wit.h respect to sizc, furnituf(\ 
and cle.. .. mliness, were the Lest we had yet seen, The honst' 
is built of stone, and white-washed. 

Dr Klog ha.ving been informed that we had brought. somt' 
vaccine virus with us , said that there hau. heen none in Icc­
land for two years. and rejoiced that sHeh a blessing was r<~ ­
newed to the country. He was n~ry impatient to have SOUle 

children inoculated. Having tanght him to usc the crust. we 
had soon the satisfaction of seeing a supply of virus sent DO' 
to different parts of the island; 311CI hefore \VC left it, we 
learned that it had reached the most remote corners. · The 
people ha\re implicit faith in the virtues of this mild substi­
tute for small pox. 

Ma.dame K10g soon made her appearance, and brought 
some ehocolate, which, we were told, had been made by the 
apothecary, and had some of the Lichen lslandiclls mixed 
with it. We fo~nd it to be remarkably good, but coultl not 
distinguish the addition of the Lichen. On examining the 
laboratory, it ·'Was observed to be well stored with old fa~hion­
ed drugs of all sorts, most of them quite useless. The com­

'. pounds . were vrepnred .according to the directions of the 
Danish pharmacopceia. From the large supply of medicines, 
oDe , might suppose that they were mnch called for; butthere 
are few physicians ill ·the world whose practice is less laboriou., 
than. that of', Dr KIng. ' There -are five other' medical practi, 
t."'!; in .~~,isJ~~d ; ·,.who have., .'a!arie. rrain the Danish gd~, 
'!r;.llmiinth The Iiftl" , pracl;icethey have i.'very 'lahoriou'; ~Ojl: 

· w. ... . . 
ae~nt o( '~e ''';ry sbattered .""te of the populatiQR·;'and 
~itf,,!,"~eex~remel y . &III~II. 

W .. h...tall QIiportunitY'~"f,,!,~ii\g the·fu\leralservice of the .. 
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Icelandic chul't'h performed. at the burial of th(' sailor who 
lost iii') life on tlw voyage. The minister, dressed tn a gown 
of plain black doth, and with a band, met the corpse on the 
beach, and wulk('d be-forC' it. On entering the churchyard, 
he began to d13t1nt. and was joine-d by many of the people. 
Thi~ con tinned till the coffin was laid in the gm.ve. when the 
prif"st took a small wooden spade, and pronouncing some 
words of the same import as ~ dust to nust,' &c. in the Eug­
Ji i:> h ..,('nic(', threw in a little earth. The chaunting then r('­
commellced, and continued till the ,grave was filled up ; aftcI: 

which all prCbcnt put their hats hefoTt> their face!', and seem­
ed to pray. A gelleral obeisance followed, which closed the 
ceremony. The whole was conuuct<"d with solemnity, and 
thC' people· o;ccmed very serious and earne .... t in their devotions. 
\V<, did not admif(:; the music of the l cclalldrrs. 

On til£' 13th of May, we were honouT(·d with a. 'isit from 
Mr J\Jagnus Stephcn~on" ~on of onr frjend at Vid&. Hc 
pre~ides in the highest court of justice, and styles himself Lord 
Chief .Justice of Iceland. He is also a. counsellor of blatc, 

and wno;; invested with thc l;0vcrnment at the time Cnunt 

Trampe went tu En~land in 1809. He was accompanied by 
one of his sons, and two of his brother&, one (If whom is 
A.l0tmn.nd, or governor, of the western district, and the 
uther secretary to the court of justice. They were all ex­
tremely polite, and, through the Chief Justice, wbo spoke 
English tolerably well, expressed their desire to be of use w 
us in v-ery handsome terms. We found every onecmu)ous in 
om-ring his &ervices; and we sha1l ever remember with grati­
tude the kind attention and bospitality we experienoed during 
our stay in Ieeland, both from the natives and from 'the 
Danes. The latter had really little cause w make Englishmen 
welcome. But on all occasions tbey spoke of wbat had hap-



CR. I. Hut 'l)r!'ngs.] TRAVELS IN ICELAND. 

penecl. at eopenhag-en in the most liberal manner ~ and one 
gentleman o!:x,er\,cd, that, though our grwernment had lls(>il 
them ill, W~ were not to blame; and. had a" l1'\tl(.'h rig-ht a ... 
~trangcrs from any other country, to expect and rec-cjyc such 
nttf'ntion as they harl it in their power to bestow. 

On the 14th a court was hl"ld, in order that the t!ppnt,r. 
governOT might pass sentence in some (,l~il causes. lIe W.I __ 

dressed in a red coa.t adorned WiUl gnld lace and emlJroirlE'J',v. 
The meeting of the" court was announced by the beating of 
an old drum, the prelude to a short proclamation. In the 
foom was a tah\p covered with a tn.tte-Teti green cloth, and a. 
few chairs. Reside the deputy-govcrno.r, the s('crC"tary and 
half a dozen other persons were present; and there was no sort 
of ceremony, or ap}X'aranC'c of dignity. Mr Stephenson 
took lip il book , read th<' senknc(>s as fust as he could. signed 
them, ano. then the whole- ended. 

We wtnt to Mr Fryd{'n:5berg's to breakfa...~t. between eleven 
and twelve o ' clock, where we found a table covered as rf for 
dinner, havin~ bottles, glasses, &C, upon it. It is customary 
in Icc-Jand, either for the lady of the honse, or one of her 
daughters, to placf' the dishes on the table', and to remove 
them, the plates, knives and forks, &c.; though sometimes 
the housekeepers, who are on a very familiar footing with 
their employers, perform these offices. There are no men­
servants. After this breakfast, which lVa5,. more properly, a 
~ery early dinnt'T, a few glasses of wine were drank, and cof .. 
fee was served, which concluded. the entertainment; when 
"II rose up, and bowed to the lady. 

Next day, we went to see some hot springs, about two 
mile. to tIte eastward of the mwn, whic-h the people r'<'quent 
fo, the purpo$e of washing clothe •. A rivulet runs past them; 
and; Ity .. little mlmagement, .. person may plunge hi. hand 
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into the watE'T, so that oJlE''''part of it may be subjected to any 
degree of heat up to ISS' , while another is chilled. The 
water of the sprin~ mixing with that of the rivulet, cv('ry 
clt'sirablc temperature is to he found within a short space: 
The ncarer we appro3l'hed the place where the hot water bub­
bIt's \J p. the effects of tlle Iwat Oll v('getation were more and 
more apparent; and th(' \'crourc of th.e hanko:; of the rivulet 
formed a vrry striki~g contrast to the barrenncs'i of the sur­
rounding country. The women who go ont to wash clothes. 
boil fish, or meat of any sort, ill the places where thl' watt'l" 
is hottest. TIl(> plants which we took out of the water had a 
(lisugrceable, somc\\~hat sulphureous smell, :15 well as the: 
wat('r itself; but it was not strong. There arc some Jarge 
and deep tC'pid pools, 1n which, un a certaill day ill June, all 
the girls in the Ilcighlwurhoo(l bathe. 

011 the 15th we gave a ball to the la.dies of R('ikiavik , anel 
1hc nei~hbourhood. The company began to assemble about 
90'clo('k. W e were shewn into a small Jow roufed room, in 
which werC' a Humber of men; but to OUT surprise we saw no 
(t'malt'", \V(" soon fonnd them, however, in one adjoining, 
where it is the cu .. tom for them to wait till their partners go 
to hand them out. 011 entering this apartment, we felt COll~ 
~iderable uisappointment at not observing a ~inglc woman 
dressed in the Icelanelic costume. It was the fashion, at tbis 
time, to hare every thing English. All old lady, the wife of 
the man who kept the tavern, \vas hauiwd like the pictures 
of our great grandmothers. Some time after the dancing 
commenced, the bis~op's lady, anti two others, appeared in 
the proper dress of the country. 

We found onrsel,res extrernelyaukwatd in dancing what the 
ladies were pleased to call English <'Ountry dances. The 
music, whicH came from a solit;l.~y ill scraped fiddle, aooom· 
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panied by the rumbling of the same half rotten drum that 
had summoned the high court of justice, and by th~dingling 
of a rusty triangle, was to us utterly unintelligible.' The ex .. 
treme rapidity with which it was necessary to go through a 
multiplied series of complicated ('"olutions ill proper time, 
completely bewildered us j and our mistakes, and frequent 
collisions with our neighbours, afforded llluch amusemenl to 
our fair parln~rs, who found it, for a long time, impractica­
ble to keep us in the right track. While unengaged in the 
dance, the men drink punch, allo. walk about with tobacco 
pipes in their mouths, spittillg plentifully all the floor. The 
unrestrailJed evacuation of saliva. seems to be It fashion aU 
O\'cr lcclaml; but whether the nati,'cs learned it from the 
Danes, or the Danes from the nati\'cs, we did not a~cer~ 
lain. 

During the oanccs, ten, and. coffee were handed about; 
and 1l1'gU5I and punch were H'acly for those who chose to par­
take of them. A cold slipper was provided; and, while at 
tablt'", bl'vcral of the ladies sung, and acquitted themselves 
tolerably well. But we could nut enjoy the pCj-formancc, on 
account of the incessant talking, which was often loud enough 
to overpower the harmony; but was not considered as in 
the least unpolite. Oue of the songs was in praise of the 
dOllors of the entertainment; and, during the churus, the 
cerrnlony of touching Each others glasses was performed. 
Mter supper, the dancing recommenced, and waltzing seem­
ed to be the favourite amusement. Though there was no 
need of artificial light, a numuer of candles were placed ill 
the rooms; and when the company broke up, about three 
o~clock, the sun was high above the horizon. 

Durit)g our !:Itay in the town, we had an opportunity of 
6eeing the marrlage~cercmony of the I(;clanders,' which w~s . 



TRAVELS IN ICELAND. [CIf.I. Marriage M"cwrn',y. 

perforrneu in th(> churdl. The bride, in full dress, "'as seat­
ed on one side of the church, accompanied by an elderly 
woman, probably h~r mother. Opposite to her, on the other 
side, was the bridegroom. His seal-skin shoes Wf're fastened 
by ('ross bands of white ta.pe; and his ~tripcd garters were 
CTOSSl..o about his legs. He was att€'udcd. by several of his 
frienrl~, who, during the whole of the ceremony, indulged 
themselves with a profusion of snuff. The priest, standing 
at the altar oppol;ite to the party, began til<' ceremony by 
challntill~, in whkh he wal; joinpd hy all present. This was 
followed by a prayer, amI a long exhortation to thl~ bride and 
hridcgroom, who were now brol1p-ht forward. Thret' qut'&­
tions, simiht.r to those llsl"d in the Ene;lbh sen'ice, wer(' then 
put to them; first to the man. The pri("st afterwards joiof>rl 
their hanus, laid hi" hands upon their should€'l', and ,~avc 

them his hlessing. They were then conductt.'d to tlwir re­
spccth'e seats, and the st~n-icl" concluded by channtin~. In 
going from the church, the hrid'e prect'dcd tilt, hridf'groom~ 

both being attend'cd by their friends of the same S(>x. They 
"suoUy ~o, on such occasions, to the house of som(' rela.tion. 
When the bride retIres after supper, she is accompanied by 
her fe-male friE>nds. When the husband arrin>r;, he finds them 
an sf"ated by his wife's bedside, and is refused admittance. 
On his persisting, he is told he must pay; and he offers a 
snuff-box, Of any trille he may have in his pocket, which is 
refused. At last he promises some present of value, from 
twenty to a hundred dollars, according to his circumstances; 
and the women tell him tha! he must give it to his bride. 
This altercation sO'll'letimes cnntinues for an houl', in perfect 
gopd humour. In the morning, tho husband makes a pre­
sent to his wife of some articles of dress, money, or silver 
spoon.. They new g" to their own house. We did not ..,e 
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the procession to the church; but were informen, that from 
the house of the minister, or some cotla~e ncar the church,. 
girls go first two and two, then the bride alle~ded hy a female 
relation, or the most respectable woman in the comp.any. 
She is followed' by the women, after whom goes the bride. 
groom with a friend. Next in order is the priest, anti. the 
men close the proccs~ion. 

A day was spent in c!\amining the rocks of the isla.nd of 
Viuoe; and we again dined ,,,,ith the old governor. We now 
found that the young woman who had atlended at table on 
0\11' former visit, was his niece; and that au elderly female who 
had appeared at the same time, was his sister-in-law. We had 
~ent some trifling present to these ladies; and. on this account, 
as soon as we entered th(" house, it became necessary to sub. 
mit to the custoHlury saInte denoting the gratitude of those 
who receive presents. On many occasions, we could well 
have l]jsl)(~nsed with the ceremony; and our talents were often 
exercised in contrh'illg mean5. of evasion or escape. On meet .. 
ing after a. short absence, and on taking leave, the Icelanders 
take ench other by the rigbt. hand, remove their bats with the 
left, and, strokiug back their long hair, kiss each other with 
much apparent satisfaction. 

Our reception at Vidoe was as cordial as on our former 
\'isit, and the entertainment more agreeable, as the ceremony 
of the cup was not repeated, and we were not obliged to over­
eat ourselves. The old gentleman told us of his having been 
robbed by the people of a ship that had come to Iceland two 
or three years before; and we were afterwards informed, that 
this outrage bad bL",n cowm1tted by direction of Baron 
Hompescb t who, after his wanton attack on the Faro islands, 
~el).t a vessel to plunder Iceland. It must be mention(.~, 
however, that Mr Stephen~on obtained tbe restitution of. 


