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Pl\f,!':,!!~"is .property by an application to the command~rof 
t~' ,ihl!>, 

'Ye now 'became vcry anxious to commence our travels, 
though nU our Icelandic frierid:s endeavoured to dissllade liS 

from undertaking any expedition so early in the season. The 
horses were still very lean , and the grass had hardly begun to 
grow. Observing, however, that there was no part of the 
Guldbringe Syssel * covered ~ith snow, we resolved to travel 
through {t', ami to visit the sulphur mountains without'dcJay. 
Having mentioned the Guldhringe Sysscl, it ma.y 'be pt'oper to 
take notice here, that Iceland is di,;ided into four lar,gc de. 
partn;eUb calleu AUlUi j the northern, southern, easter~, an(1 
western Amis. These are subdivided into districts calleu 
Syssels, and the Syssels into parishes. The numher alHi names 
of: the districts will be found in ~he Statistical Tahles, in a n_ 
other part of the work. Not being able to procure riding 
horses, we determinep. to 'walk; and this resolution seemed 

.t~ '-#,tonish the people not a little, as the meanest. person in 
"IcelafuJ, never travels on foot. A young ulan who had been 
educated as a priest, offered his service j he spoke Latin to~ 
lerably well; and as he seemed active, and disposed to be 
~.sef~1 to us, a:. bargain was sC?on made.w.ith hini. Ear]y ill the 
D).Ornhlg of tlie . 20th, the ,preparations for,our. departur.e com .. 
menced.;·'but the motion:s of the ·l c.elanders were 89 .e~~remely 
~Iow, and they haP '0 many dis.cussiolls abou~: di,tTibuting ~e 
l~ads on the horses which we ' had procured fo~. carrying o·ur 
'bBg.~e. that it was pas~ t'ov<i?; clock in the, afte>JlOon ii~fore 
all was ready, . The paCksaddle. consist o£'.O!W,a.il pieces "of 
Iigh~ spongy turf. cut from the bogs, Th!iseare'lI'Cd on ~ith 

.. ' GJtf...briftgin6 district, A_ natlle· .pro~11, ~ve~ (~ . the .principal ~Dg 

,rtati~ ~.in8 ~ituate ,~n ~ts" coai.'Y'. 
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a rope; a piece of wood made to fit the horse's back, with a 
peg projectin~ from,each side, is fa.,tcned oyer the turf, and 
on these pfgs the baggage i~ hung by nlt'ans oflcordb. The 
Icelanders pretend to be very nice in balancing the loads; bu! 
we do not recollect ever having travelled two miles, without 
stopping ten times to rectify the baggage. ''Vhen all the horses 
Ilre loaded, they are fastencel to each other, head to tail. A 
cord i~ tied round the under jaw of the second horse, and til(' 
other end of it is joined to the tail of the first j and thus we 
have seen thirty or forty marching through the country. The 
Iceland horses, though "ery hardy, and patient of fatigue, 
arc easily startled. When anyone horse in a string is alarm~ 
ed, it often happens that the cords break, and the whole 
cavalcade is put into confusion. Thepuuranimals, however, 
never fail to stop where they can get any thing to eat; and 
at all times they are easily caught. A well-broke riding horse 
win wait on the spot where his master leaves him, for any 
length of time. If any grass is Hear him, he may feed; but, 
if there is none, he will stand perfectly still for hours. ,14any 
horses will not even touch grass when under their feet. :gvery 
Icelandpr, of whatever rank, can shoe a horse. The '3ho(>s 
are plain; and the nails, which are "cry large, are driven 
firmly through the hoof, and carefully doubled over; and in 
this simple state the shoes remain firm till completely worn, 
or accidentally broken. Travellers always carry a supply of 
shoes and nails, when going long journeys; but, for a short 
journey, it is customary to put shoes only on the fore feel of 
the horses. When iron is scarce, the horns of sheep are 
made use of for horse shoes. 

It often happens, when horses are heavily laden; especially 
w~n tbey are in 10\V condition, that their backs are galled. 
By way of preventing this accident, or curing any tumour or 

N 
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Of the skin, the Icelanders insert on~ 01' more setons 
horse hair into the brea ts of the ani~als. This cruel prac­

tice, inste&: of alleviating the pain which the horses suffer . 
from their burden , only serves to add to their torments; and 
the artificial sores thus produced, soon become very disgust-
ing. . . 
. We left Reikiavik with the intention of stopping at Havne­

fiord, about six miles distant. The day was fine, but we saw 
snow sho~ers falling on the mountains towards which we were 
travelling, and expected to meet them. We passed through 
a bare dismal looking country, over some low hills; till, not 
far from Havnt:fiord, \\ e entered a rough path, and got upon · 
a tract which Lore dreadful marks of fire. As we approach­
ed this scene of de~13tion, snow began to fall so thickly, that 
we c'ould not see more than fifty yards distance; and this ad. 
ded not a little to the awful imprest)ion which the fir t sight 
f a stream of lava made upon us. The m~lted . masses had 

._ .... 0:"'1"""- heaved up in every direction, and had assumed all sort 
...... ;IIL.' ....... ~L~tic forms; on every side chasms and caverns present-­

selves. As we advanced the scene assumed a more 
terrific aspeet; and when we least expected it, we descried 

avnefiord ituate directly under one of the most rugged 
rts of the lava; and so placed, that the houses obtained the 

lOst comprete shelter from masses of matter, that had formerly 
Tried d ruction in their course. 
There re only two merchants' hou es here, and a few 

tore houses, all constructed of wood, and placed. close to the 
which here forms a small but very snug bay, in which 

r i gOod chorage. There is a dry harbour, into which 
a sloop of arty or fifty tons may b brought for repair. l'he 

· .. fOClIOeD b dings, th cottages eattered among the lava, the 
, aDd the distAult COQ .try, form altogether a singular scene. 
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The view of this place was taken at a little distance ,.~'*~" 
l'ath. It is extremely ditlicult to expre" theal'peJUijlnec of" 
rough stream of lava, by the pc-neil; and. the rcpte5entation 

given CmH'('Ys but a. fain.t idea of its terrific appE'arance. 
We :o.topped at tIw hom.e of Mr Sivertson~ who had ~on(' 

to England with Connt Trampe, and had nat yet retufll(·d. 
His family re'ccived us in the kindest ma.nner, apd,every c'iyilily 

that could he J,hewn. "ms hestowoo upon us by his son aml 
tlaughter. The hOllse is oue of the clcane$t and most com· 
forlablc that we saw iu Iceland. Here we f'ndeavoured!-to 
sleep Huder Eider-down for the first time. To a stranger, 
crawiiHg under a hu~c feather bed seems rather alarming. 
But though very blllky. the' down of the Eider duck is very 
light; and a 1)1 .. :11 \\hich ... wells to the thickness of two or three 
fCf>t, weighs no more f hun four or fh'e pounds. At fir6t~ the 
scnsation<; pruduced by this light covt"ring 'Were very agree. 
a,hIe; hilt the down hcin~ one of the very worst condqctori 
of heat, the .lcculUulatioll 600ll 'became oppressive; and at 
l("ll~th Wi' 'H' rc under Ill(' ncc('.!t.!oity of getting rid of the upper 

hf'tl, to c<.,capC' the proof., of the good 4 ualities of Eider"down, 
which we now c~IJcricll('t..(IlO an intolerable degree. 

On t.he 21st we went to vi'iit the s(,hool at Beisestatl, the 
olllyone IIOW in lceland. We had been invit/:d hythe bishop 
to be present at the examination, which w,a. to take place 
pre\fious to the hoys dh,persing to their res~ homes fOI 

the ~urnmer. On our way we visited Mr M-snusot,).,. the minis­
ter of a place called Gard~. This gentleman,,,,,- styled Provost 
of the Guldbringe Sy .. el, and superintend. an tbe ecclesi""ti. 
('al concerns of that district. It is to ~,,<;,grefted, I~t the 
poverty of the dcrg) in Iceland bas Qeve( ~ ~ into 
consideration by the Vanish goveI'Ol!'E\rI~"" ~ i'¥lIence 
over the peuple, by whum they .... .;lWgbb' rej~; would, 

.. J h : 
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w~ht suppose, he a sufficient reason for not. leaving them 
to 5uhsi~t on miserable pittances, hardly sufficient to keep 
them from starving. Knowing his poverty. we ,yere not sur· 
prised that this dibrnitary of the chur.dl cxhibitc.d in his person 
and habiliments, a figure, the descriptJOn of which we shall 
spare our readers, that they may not partakl' the pain inspired 
by tbe most squalid indigence in a clerical garb. This gen­
tleman, however, has a considerable collection of books, 
among which we observed Germ:m tTanslalioll~ of SOUle of 
tht:' works of POPE', amI Young'~ Night Thoughts. There' were 
a number of volumes written ill I.alin, chiefly on theological 
~ubj('ct!'. \Ve were ohligpn to leave Mr l\lagnu::.ot\ SOoner 
than we wished, bc(;au~c the hOlll' of comm{,l1<.:ing the {'x,tmi­
nation at BCSSf'3tad was already past; but w{' promiseel to 
},f'maill with him longer on our return. 

The following is tlie invitation we receive(l, and the oreler 
in whidt the examination was 10 take pla('c. The fint will 
.serve as a specimen of the familiar 50tylc ill wriling Latin: 
and the other will shew '\<'hat are th(' principal hrauchcs of 
education at the school. 

, Hie tibi, vir llobilissime! ('xhib{'o eX~Cl';rtum invilatio­
. nis publica'> lecloris nostri ad examell, <plOd in st'holtJ JlOS­

~ tra (t]ure nunc uniea in Islandia est) sequellti hebdomade 
j ·llabendum est. Si tibi, tuisque, vel unica hOl'a a propriis 

negotiis vacavcrit. summo nobis honori duccmus, si nos lua 
et ilIorum prresentie digJlari velis. 

, Tme singularis humanitatis. 
, Qbfocrvantissimus cultor, 

, GEIRUS VlDALINUS. 

17. Maii, 1810. 



CR. t. School at Bmtdad.] TltAVELS IN ICELAND, 

Ad 
Examen Publicum 

AJumnorum Scholre Bessestadensis, 
Audiendum d. 21, et seq. Maii 1~IO, 

ita ordinatum : 
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Die Lun"" hora antemer ... 8-12. II Class. in auth. Lat. 
interpretandis. 

h. pomerid .... 2-6. II et I Cl. in Stylo 
Latino. 

Die l\fartis, h . antemcr .... 8-10. 11 Class. in Theologi­
cis, secundum Nic~ 
mel rum. 

10-12. I Cl. in auth. Latin. 
interprctandis. 

h. pomerjd .... 2 - 4. 11 ct 1 CI. in Lingua 
Danica. 

4-6. II el 1 Cl. in Stylo 
Danieo. 

Die Mcrcurii, h. antcmcr .... S-10. 11 CL in aulh. Grrecis 
interpretandis. 

17-12. 1 Cl. in auth. Grreci. 
interpretandis. 

h. pomcrid .. 2- 3. II et I Cl. in Decla­
mationf'. 

3 - 6. 11 et I C), iu Slylo 
lslandico, 

Die Jovis, h, antcmer . .. 8-10. 11 Cl. in Novi Fred. 
Exegesi. 

10-12. II Cl. in Anal"" He­
braica. 
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h. pomerid ... 2 -4-. 1 C1. in rc-lifJ. dogma­
ticajuxta Ni('m. 

4-6. II ct 1 CI. in Arithmc­
tica. 

Die Veneris, h. antemer .. 8-]2. 11 ('t 1. Cl. in Hi~torj<l, 
ct Geographia. 

OUl11CS rei seholast jere patronos, fautorcs, fIt amko.s. qua 
])3r t'bt obsenantia, ill\'jtamns. 

STl:'I NG ltIM US JONlE IlS, Lector Tllf'olo~i(1! . 
c 

Before going to the schoolhouse we call('d at th(' house- of 
the hpat1l1la~lA:r , 1\1r SlLillgl iUl .Tonson, who l'I'(,(-,j\'t.'d li S wilh 

great kinunl'o'i . llis CfHllltc naIH'C cli!-lllaYl'd a Ul'~ITl' 1»1" intdji­
gl"nce not ('0111111011 ill the phY'iio gllOlllif'" of leclandcrs: amI 11 
was not long before the fir ... 1 impressions W(' r(:'('('in'u Wl'n..' :UIl­

ply confirllled. "'e han' of tell f£'grettf'd thal \\'(' had hUl little> 
of thib ~t-'Ilth'man's cOlllpany. Hi,,- karnillg i:-, llllliu(-tured by 
p<'uantry: amI hi" cOtnlllllllicatin.' dispo"ilion n 'IH!CI'" him a 

most agn'cahle companion. His room was \H.'II fllrni~hctl 

with hooks; and the lihral'y he poss,ess('s as L('ctor Th('o]o~ia' 
of th!' schuol, is Ihl' be.:; t ('ollection pf thcologiea.l wnrks in 
the island. 1\tr .Jonson married the "idow of f he latc iC'arn­
{f,d and worthy Bishop Finsson. The lady p()litcly uroughlus 
'Cofi-ec and milk, and after tltis refreshmeut we went to exa­
mine the church. It is a Imilrlillg' of ~Olnc foi7.c, roofed with 
Liles, and is in much better repair 111an the church at Ih'ikia­
vik. At tl1(' door is a. grave-stunr, with the {.>mgy of ])aulul'; 
Stigotus, a governor orthe island, who died ill the year 1566, 
carved upon it . He is repr(,f:c llted in a.rmour, le-aning ~n a 
two-handed sword.. In a ,'aull opposite to the door we saw 
hro larg<-> coffius, containillg !he hodies of twu ladies, mother 
and daughter. The ~ of the inscription was 1788. They 



CP.I. School at Bmt8lad.] TRAVELS IN ]{:t;LAND. 103 

were wrapped ill white sarsnet, and eH,'clopcd in a quantity 
of vcg:elabl~' matter, rescmhling hop fiuw('fs. The hodi<.'~ had 
the appearance of mnmmies, the flesh bein~ completely dry 
and black, Abovc the a1tar is an indifferent painting of till' 
Last SUPPCf, <tno n~presentalions of some saints. OJ} each side 
is an inscription to the memory of a yOllng wan who dic(1 in 
the ycal' 1707. One of them is an acrostic. On the altar 
w('re a gilt chalicc, wa.fer hox, and two sHlal! hra.ss candle_ 
sticks; and in a prco;s hehillcl, two very large onC's. Ttl(' spa.ce 
where tl\(' a1t<\1' is pIneN\, j, separated from that part of the 
dHUc.:h, in \vhich a.rc the pews.. At tIl(' cntrance to lh('~e, 
th<"f(, i~ a ~tone inscrit)('cl to the fathef and mother. in-law of 
Ollf fril'nd at Vif}tie, The entrance i:-. formed hy two pai1l1l'd 
pinar ... , ~lInllollnt('(1 by two large.:· gilch·<\ balls, ami Lclwe<"ll 
tlH'JIl is <1n arch supporLin,!! the crown ano cyplll'r of Chrb,tian 
the ~{,\·Clllh, The pulpit j ... gaudily orllamented, and ha<; 
figures of Ill(' C','allgdist.s painted 011 the paJlncls, and in scrip­
tion~ abo, e and hdow them; a dove is rel'l'esentctl on thf' 
MnllHl~hl)ant. ()l'po~it(> to the pulpit is all e1cvated scal, 
(·lu~cd all found with glazed" illuuw!oo. ill which thl' g-orcrnor 
formerlv sat. 

H:l\'in!!: satj~fi('d Ollr curio ... ity in the church, we proceedt'd 
to the sl'lwol-hous,e, and were T('{'ei,'ccl by tIlt' bishup iu hi" 
full dre~~. Hi~ under rob{' was of black ve)vet; over wbkh 
was a ~ilk one bordered with velvet; the cuffs were of whit~ 
camhric. Rouml his neck he wore a white ruff. In this dress 
our good friend had a m~st H'll('rablc aud c..Iignified appear­
ance, 

The school room~ are lofty, but rathercon(inoo and dirty. 
Above tileS(:> are lmrrack-rooU)!oJ for the scholars and attend­
anb" all in a very uncleanly eondition. The lector lall1<!llted 
this, and the bi~hop pronounced with emphasis, ' Bella, hor-



104 TRAVEl." TN leET,AND. [Cn. I. Mr liXnerlmt, 

, J'jda beJla! ' which at once explained the. ('vicl~nt .state of 
decay into which thi~ only remaining seminarY,of learning 
seemed to be falling. Th<>rl." i~ a con~iderablc collection of 
1>001 .. 5, a few of them curioul) and rare; but they are piled 
confusedly to,gt.~ l.h cr in a. miserable garret, amI cm'cred with 
du~t and cobweb'!;. Au account of the ju.:,lil utioJ] and ma~ 
nagcmcllt of this s('hooi will be given in the chapter on the 
prcs('ut state of Icelalll.lic literature. 

B('ssest:HI was formerly the ahode of the,!!:overnors of Ice .. 
laud, and" as defelJ(lcd by severa l &InaH batteries. the remains 
of \\hich we saw. During th(· Ilsurpation of .Jorgcllsel1 in 
1809. SOllie guns were n~mu\'(:d from the balllt, ncar OBC of 
the ba.tteries. to Rciki<lyik , where Ihf'Y wcrl" planled ~o as to 
commanu the harbour. The fort has b{'ell dC'moli~h{~(I, and 
the guns art" now 1 yillg on the heaeh. 

From Bcss€'stad 'we went lo visit 1\11' Eincrson, a mc-mber 
of the court of just icC', with the title of asses!Oor, who received 
liS with ~r('at cordiality. \Vhile drinking cofrce, we received 
much \lsd"uJ information from this gentleman. He SC{'IllS to 
have set about ill1pro"in~ his farm in earnest, and. has inclos('d 
a small space for a garden; but bc complained much of the 
want of seeds. He is levelling the ground, alld inclosing it with 
the stones he takes up in that operation. If Mr Einerson 
perseveres, thenhis no doubt of his rendering his farm much 
more productive in gra.ss; and he may even attempt to cul~ 
tivatc rye, barley, and potatoes, with a reasonable hope of 
success. Had we met with 1\1:r Einerson any where else, we 
should ha,ve concluded from his complexion, that he had spent 
the former period of his life in some of the tropical regi~:ms. 

As well as we can recollect, we did not meet with any other 
Icelander, who had black hair; certain1y none that had hair 
curled somewhat like that of a negro. Mr Einerson may pos-
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sib1), be desrenued from a Lapland family. There j .. n011dll~ 

in the general a.pp~aranc(' of the natives: of lcC"land , thai t "I\. 

discriminate them in thf' natural history of Mal). If tIU.'H' , .... 

auy eircum~tancc \\ hich can be deemed peculiar, it !:ICCIll~ to 
be-, that the spine is generaUy long in proport ion to the limhs, 
\VefC those to be Pl'opol'tioo('u to the ICIl.!!th of lhf' bOll.," 
numbers of th(' leelallliC'rs would upcome giants. At fir"t thi'\ 
peculiarity appC'are(l to he a fleet'plio" oCfa",iolwd by orcs" ; 
but though it does not hold l1Ili"ersal1y, it oc('urrcd so often, 
that 'H~ are inclined to ~tate it as <.!haractcri!:ltic. 

Ha\'ing reLurned to .Mr 1\1agnuson's, \\(' were tIPnt<>d" ilh 
a dram alHl wilh coffel', He told liS, that hy ~oing a few nlilf's 
ouL of the direct road to Krism Ib., we might ~l'e a em iou'S 
cave; and hi ... des( nption of it deter mint'd us to ,i.,it it. 

Ou the 22tl \H'left the iw"pitaule house of }\1r ~i"el't~on . 

Having pu!:o:,ed .1- low ri41ge of hills opposite to Havnefiord, 'H' 

d(·:,<.cIltlcd into.t ,alley 'ill cd ,,·jlh Ja\ a, which i~ ('omw<...tcd 

with that about lIavllcfiord, and has evidently pl'OccC'dt'd from 
tilt.' ~amc :'O\lJ({', Alon~ thc ,'dge of this "c travelled for 
about two milt'!:I, and 1hen began to a<;('cnd a ridge con'red 
with lit!ht slag., We oUi:lcrH,d that the la\u hall ruu down 

011 the cast siJe of the v::dky, and in some places it appeared 
as if it had a!.u!mled. The asc('mling of Java. j" a wt>ll known 
faet, thou~h in eJl.alOining a cold mass, this drcum~tance 
strikes an inexperienced ohs.erver as something wonderful i 
morc !:IO tha.n th€" ' random ruill' it so awfully disp1ays. It is. 

caused by the formation of a crust Oll tht" (·ooling of tIle :,ur­
face, and a casc or tube beiug thus produced, the lava ris.es 

in the same mallDer as water in It. pipe. Beyond this spot 
we saw the most dreadful C'ffects of 8ubterraneous heat all 

around us; and as far as the eye could rcu<.!h over a wide ex­
tended plain, noUliJlg app€"flrt'rl to relieve it from the black 

o 
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rug~t'd lal'a. whi('b had dc&troyed the whole of 1lte distrjct. 
The ~lIrfa.cc was 5wclled into knobs from a few feet in diame­
ter to furty or fifty, many of which !md Lur..,t, and diM;losed 
ean>rll~ lined with melted malleI' in the form of stalactites. 
The day being ,ery warlll we relieved our tiIir&t , \vhich began 
to bl;' troublc>sOll1l'. hy means of snow anti i(:idt's which we 
louud iu these ea\ilies. 'Ve met with SOIllC deep clefts; alJ(I 
SODa aften\·anls reached a green &pot on the hallk of the Til er 
Kaltl-aa.+ or the colu rivpr. Here we rc,,"olvl'<i to pitch onl' 
I('nl , hcing informcd that there W<t~ no otl"'.-r place on lllt'road 
10 Krisuvik ,,,here the horse'!' could pick up any fooo. Havill,!! 

1It1loaded the honE''' . we procc{'{lell tOI\ anls the ca\ c des('ribed 
by .Mr l\1agnll'~oll, which Jay about two mile .. to til(' ea",twarcl, 
11 wao; nothiug more thun all {''\Iell"j\ c hollow forIlle. . .'o oy 
one of tho:-.e hlist{'TS or Lubblcs. huwlr('().:. of \"hi{'h nc had 
waJl.,('d over. Many of lhe~e arc of cOII&ide.'rablc depth, aml 
great length. The bottUlll uf this Wit ... c()v('f{·d with jet', and 
numl'rous k'iclcs hun~ from the roof. nit\'in~ lighted our 
lamps, "'e went to the end of the ('ave, the di .. lance of which 
from the cutrml('c we found to be .35 yanh.. the height lIot 
heilJg in gcut!ral more than S{'VCIl.or eight fee1. The.' inside 
was lined with melted matter, (Jjsposed ill vaJ inus. &iugular 
forms. 

On leaving the ~ave! we took a circuit in order to exa~ 
mine some of the hills in the neighbourhood. In our pro~ 
gress we &aw the BOUf"f'C of the river Ka1d~ua, which is a large 
hason at the bottom of a hollow, into which numerous springs 
empty themselves, and at once form a con&iderable stream. 
After runnin~ about two milt!s, the water entirely disappears 
among the lava, and is lost. We now proceeded towards the 

• The double A, or ii, i! pronounced like ow itt Aow. 
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hill caned HC'lgafc-1l, and pa<;;se-d oyer a 1:1Y:1, "lli('h f" ,)Il) 

the compara1 ive smoothn("& .. of its 'Surfa('e, and the e\ idt'nl 
marks o-f fusion which it, .. bol"£", !,trllck us a-, heittg: somelhiH~ 
uncommon. Having traversed the plain formed of Ihis J:\\'a, 
we met with a number of little crab'r", which, by !!:i, jllg ,'cnt 
to the .vapours produced by thf" heat, ma.y ha\'c pre\"entcc1lhc 
usual heavings and hur~tings of the surface. Onc of tht$p 
craters presented a n.~ry singular spectacle. The mt'llpd mat~ 
tC'r had formed a sort of dome, ahout tWl?nty~five [eet in dia~ 
meter, and open at one sIde. Within, it was lined with ,Ill 
a""semblug<" of &talactitical form";, hauging III a "cry curioll !> 
ano fanta~tic manlier. After "i~iting ,,('rrraJ or these cratcrc:, 
\VC ret1lrned to the plac(' where w(' h:1.(llcft the hag~a~t', By 
m('ans of the apparah.l~ called a conjurer, Wf' cook.ed a tolf'ra~ 
hIe mes., of portable <;oup and fisll ; which with hi~Cllit, ('lit'CSl\ 

and pure water. composerl a n'ry comfortahle dinner, after 
which we chose th(' most conn'nient spot for our tent. and 
settled o\Jrst'lve~ for the Hight. It would he difficult to ill1a. 
gill(' a eOlllltry moT'(' wild and dreary than that which now 
surrounded u'\. The melancholy whistling of a few solitary 
plovers. and Ollr hor~e') Q)OVill~ slowly with their fettt' r('d 
limbs in search of the withered herbage, conlrilmted to the 
horror of the scene, TIn' night hecame so cold Ihat we 
enjoyed hut little sleep, Towards morning it began to rain, 
the wind having- gone ronnd to the cast; but before we had 
accomplished three miles of our day's journey, the clouds 
broke, and the rest of the day was fine. 

We crept aloog the foot of the hills by the edge of the lava 
foll: some miles, and thC'n began to ascend near several craters, 
larS". than any we had yet seel>. While examining some 
il'SUres, we found the remains of a woman who had been lost 
aba"t a year. bef", .... , and of WhODI there had hitherto been no 
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titlill.!!". Hef clothe., ami hones W{'T(" lying scattered about; 
tlw hOllf''' of onc leg remained in th(' ..:;tockin1!. It is proba­
ble that .. he hall lUi.,~crl the path during a thick 5hower of 
snow, and had fal1<.'1l over the pre<.:ipic(', where lW1' body was 

lotn to piece's by cag-Ie!'> ami foxes. 1t i~ a.stoni~hing how the 
J {(~lanflcrs find th<"ir way during \\!intf'f acro<.,'S these trackles" 
dt'St.'l to;, E\'CII with the as~h,tancc of mar}.,,,, whif"h arc"sct up 
11(' rc and there, uule.,s the snow be perfectly firm, thel'e j., 

(lalJ~('r at every ~tl'j) of beillg ,!,walIm,\' l'c{ up in a, fissure. 
Ac( i<icliis of this kind, howe\,cr, vcry rarely hapP<"ll. 

We all llOW became cX('ecdin;z;ly thirsty; and onT guid(' 
11a, ing informed u:-. that we should llOt ~ct an.Y water for 

':;Onw honn. \\ c \\('r<' vcry nn(,<l&Y. S(..'rambling aIlH}Jl!! lava 
i!o. vcry hani cx('reL<'(,; ano thi", wilh tll{' uuiformity of the 
pro<;pcd, pf('sentin~ 1101 hinl! bllt an ('xtcll!li\'c ('ounl ry literally 
LurHt 11])7 occ;]!lioUf'd OUT fc(~]jn!!, tlllr"lt more painfully than 

usual. 'Vc kept up (Jur "pirito;: as well a ... we ,,-'ouId ; ami \\ohiJ<: 
meditating how to gt't tlU' 11Of<;(,S over a ~rcat heap of !lla~1, 
at the foot of a crater, we dCI:IC'rierl a small wreath of :,flOW on 
the side of a hill about half a mile di.,tuul. W(' instantly left 
OUr guide and horses to manage matt crs a!. they could. and 
rushing o\"er ~lags, lava, and mud, tell "pon the SIIOW with 
;I)('onceivablc cagetn.ej:s. Our enjoyment was excessive; and 
the very recollection of it is ~o g-ratifying, that we must be 
excused for recording a drcum<;tance of so liltle importance. 

We now proceeded through this dismaJ country, witbout 
any gratification hut that occa~iol1ally afforded by views of 
the romantjc summits of the mountains. The relief expe­
rienced from a further supply of snow, rai'cd our spirits and 
strength so much, that 'V(' had got a considerable way before 
our ,1Z:uide, \\ hen he came hallooin~ after fis, nnd ma.king signs 
for us to return. Having kept close to the foot of the moWl-
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tain, and being persuaded that nothing' worthy of oh ';;;('f\·n.tion 
had escaped our notice, we were at a 10<;5 to conccin! th(' 
occasion of this alarm, and fcared some disac;tcr among tltl~ 
horses. 'Ve \\'('re somewhat surpri!<oed Oil being toM that we 
had passed the road. Aln':Hly accustomed to the risk of tHi ss ~ 

ing ollr way, we had flattered ourseh'cs with being sl1flkit: ntly 
cautiolls; and whell we ( 'UllIC to the place where the hori:lc:. 
had h:\lh:d, we could not Sl'e allY otlier trad( than th(' one 
we had followed. The p-uiuC' pointed to the side of the moulI­

tain; but no outlet was "bihle. The steepness ortlle mountain 
we might overcome; but how tile hor.,es loaded with uaggagc 
could gain the summit, was to us utterly inconceivahle. After 
ascending' a little way by a windmg path, we saw a largl' hol­
low, til(' side!' of which were ycry steep, anci composed ofloose 
sand ano large stones which required rcry little forc(' to be 
rolled from their places. Along one !:Iidc of this hollow we 
iL.,CClHh.'u ; and the poor horses , with a degT<:!c of stcadine~s 
and pef!:lCVCrancc truly astonishing, accomplished their ardu­
ous Lask. The srellc HOW before us was ex('cedillgly dismal. 
The ~urf~H;e was ('o \'cl'cd with hlack cinders; and the \'arious 
hollows enclosed by high clifIs and ruggt'd peaks. destitute of 
every ~ign of vegetation, ano rendered mOff' gloomy by tloutM 

ing mist, and a perfect stillness. ('ontributed to excite stl'oug 
feelings of horror. After a pause, we proceeded, and our 
eyes were soon gratified by a small lake coming into vie IV. 

From the general appearance of the whole of this mountaill, 
and the situatio~ of this lake, it is more than probable that 
the hollow now filled with water had been form erly a crater 
from which the profusion of burnt matter which we had seen 
had been thrown. The horses made s('\'eral attempts to reach 
the water, but in .ain: the clay banks sunk waler them, and 
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the' poor animals .thus cruelly tantaJised, 'were obliged to p~. 
ceccJ on their jOtlmey. . 

}~rom this place we saw vapour' ari:sing behind a billa.t a 
short distuflcc. We app-roachcd, and beheld it ascending ~ith 
impetUosity from a circular bason. in a hollow ncar the ~um. 
mit of the mountaill. B.wing advanced to the spot, we were 
surprised to see no water running from what W38 suppo.secl to 
be a. boilin,q Rpring. On advancing nearer we heard loud 
sp.lashillg. and going dose to the b":,50n. which was twelve 
feet in diameter. we perceived it to be full of thick hlack mnd. 
ill a. st.'l,:tc of y(~ry violent ebullition. This stngnlar phenome­
non scemccl t.o be occasioned by st.ea.m escaping frum some 
.·Icep seated reservoir of boiling water, and suspending the 
mud, which was proba.hly produced· by the acti·on of the steam, 
in soft.ening tbe matier through which it forced its way. We 
discovered a number of little fissures in the santi rOllndabout, 
from which sleam rushed with a hissing noise. Tho.n~h the 
splashing of the mud was inc(~ssant and violent, we did not. 
obscr\'e any of it to escape from the boundary it had formed 
for itself. 

Having satisfied our curiosity here, we descended towards 
the vaUey of Krisuvi:k~:,.>and soon saw so h\'tge a quantity of 
vapour below, as eftaeed:the wonder excited by the extmor .. 
dinary appcaran~e we had left. This pToceeded from various 
cami"", ba.nl. of clay and sulphur. and. ~'hi~: in the 
}:oek~W.I1mving, however, that we had:.IDore cur:ious thingS 
of tbeV&me kind to examine the dext daY; /''!t,dili Dot speue; 
mOOIl time· bere. but proceeded through along ,y.al1ey; form: 
ingune c0nW>ued·s"'!loop. which forced~ .frequentJy 'fu· .tal"; 
very mcaitOuo traeks ' t& ad""".e. · In, going along we had, a 
striiliDgvie", of t1IeSBlplrur Mouri\aimi,;:to'visit wbiimWiot' 
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the object of QUI' coming ~o this part ofth{' country. Tht're 
is a large lake in this district called the Kleisar Vatn, a pari of 
which we saw when desccndin~ from the mountains. ThC'fe 

are t\VO small ones iu the vall~y. one of which derin'g it'S nam(', 
Groenvain, from the green colour of the wat('r. which r("H!'lll~ 
hIes that of the sea. The colour j", owing to tllat of till' bot~ 
tom, which seems to he covered with clay, such as is mel with 
in abundance au thc muuntains. The water has no peculiar 
taste or smell. 

\Vc may here remark, that the want of curiosity, a.nd the 
want of ob"!cnation, ~o c'm~picuou'i in the people of Iceland, 
oftC'n occi:\!>ioncd us llllH.: h los., of lime. 'Ve had to explore 
a conntry already. one would think, ,~ell ellongh kHo\VIl to 
the inhahitants to enahle them to give some- general din'c­
tions conecnling our journey through it. We HOW reached 
Kri&u\'ik altcr two day!> of fatigue, which might han'" been 
,,;l\'cd had \\c been told , th ... l by taI..ing the dired road. and 
man:hiug eight hours, we should ~ec ju<,t as much, 3!> hy mak .. 
ing ajollrney Ulat Ja.!tteli two days. We had no sOOuer pitch­
ed our tClil. than our guide signified hi~ iutention of rcturn~ 
jn~ to Garde inuul-diately; and. although it was p3~t ten 
0' dock, he could not be induced to remain; and departed, 
preferring any fatigue to the ribok of lOhing a .!thare in the next 
day's fishing. 

At Krisuvik there j.!t a farm-house with a few cottnges. It 
.. as propo.ed alfil,.t tRallh .. party .JlOolrl OCCIIPY the church; 
but, ou cxamillingit, we preferred our tent. 1'he length af the 
€butch, which is constructed of wood, is 18 {c{"t, the breadtll 
8 "'et, and \he height, from the /loor to the joi.t, 5 feet 8 
inches. Ncar the door, in the inside, is suspendt."<i a bell, 
large e;nOlJgh to m~e an intolerable uoise in so small an 
"}'aftm~. AIIout ten feet fmm Il,e door is the diviswn be-
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tween the rest of the church amI the "Ilar. The space· be. 
twepu this and the door was occupied by large chests, filled 
,~i(h the goods and chattels of the farmer, lllany of which 
we're also pill'd nmJer the roof. ThC' pulpit , raised about two 
feN, blood in a corner on one 'm1" of the' di, ision; and it was 
c \"iul'nt thai , if lhe prie"l Wl'J (" a nl.lll o f ordinary 5iz;'e. hil) 
amiiC'nce would Lc totally cclipsf'd from his yj(: w, and that he 
would havC' to address himsC']f to lumber and !!I l o( k fish in tbt· 
lotto Tht"fC \\'('1'(' seah uefore th t! p1llpit 1hat, with a little 
sqnc('zing. Blight be capuble of accommodating half a dozen 
person', Hcyonti the pulpit "ab a !tpace of ahuut eight feel 
5quarc) in Wh1"h tlH! altar wu'. placed, )Jl'I 1\ ('en t wo slHall 
wmc1ows. The altar \\ as merely a "oodell prco;s or cup­
board, :o.CCHlillgly dt'.!ttiucd to serve' many unhall owed pur­
po~l''i. a .. it ('ontained \ a riuu .. huu!)(-'h old lltcn~ils. The farmer 
atlel his" ire dt:'ared away .!t(' \,cral article .. on tilt' top, anti. 
pla(·jng !) OI1lC milk on tlH' a ll:u, imitt.:cl1,1.!t to ('at. There was 
nothing t-o Mlcn·d in tbc uppeal'au('(' uf this dnll ch, as to 
make u::. 1}(,~113I e to U~e thf' altar as our {Iilling lallie. The 
open s.pace round it heing rather small, the liDO], perfectly 
rottc> n, and n'ry damp, we could not think of &J£,f'ping in the 
c.llur.ch; and as to the hou.!te, expoMlre to fro.!tt and snow 
\yould havf' been pr{'f~fable to spellding a ni~ht in such a 
place. Varyingya little ill size, ali the houses of the Ice" 
landers are constrnctcd on nf'arly the same plan., A,.n outer 
wall of turf, about fOllr fect and" half bigh. often six fed , 
thick; encloses all the apartm~t!. Olj>f (tae bide, gener~.T 
that facing the south. are doors, for the ~.~ pa.r.t ~"'inttM 
nil. 8ur~unted with ,"anes. These are the mtr.anl;eJ tC: the . . 
dwemng-h~lIse. t~e smithy. daky. cow-house, &c. F,om the 
door of the housel!a a long. 'larrow. d .... ~ lli\I.tda!Qp~· 
into which. 011 each side, the different apartments "1P'l~. B44' 
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een each of these is a thick partition of turf, and everyone 
."' haa' a separate roof, through which light i& admitted by bits of 

glass or skin, four or five inches in diameter. The principal 
rooms ' of the' better sort of houses have windows in front, . 
consisting of from one to four panes of glass. The thick turf 
walls, the earthen floors kept continually damp and filthy, the 
personal uncleanliness of the inhabitants, all unite in causing 
a smelt insupportable to a stranger. No article of furniture 
seems to have been cleaned since the day it was first used; and 
all is in disorder. The beds IO,ok like receptacles for dirty 

' . rags; and when 'woode~ dishes, spinning-wheels, and other 
articles, are not seen upon them, these are confusedly piled 
up at one end of the room. There is no mode of ventilat­
ing any part of the house; and as twenty people sometimes 
eat and sleep in the same apartment, very pungent vapours 
are added, in no, small quantity, to the plentiful effluvia pro­
ceeding from fish, bags of oil, skins, &c. A farm-house looks 
more like a village than a single habitation; and sometime 
several families live enclosed within the same rna s of turf. 
The cottages of the lowest order of people are wretched 
hoveJs; so very wretched, that it is wonderful how any thing 
in the human form can breathe in them. 

The weather being warm .and cal~, we slept very comfort­
ably in our tent, which Wa$ pitched near the banks of a small 
stream, at a short di nee from the church. The 25th was a. 
delightful day; and, ha·, . g taken an early breakfast, we set 
out towards the S phur Mo ntain, which is about three miles 

. nt from Kri uvik. t the foot of the mountain was a 
all of wh.ite clay and some sulphur, 

am i d. Ascending it, we got 
a ridge • iatel, above a de~p ,hollow, from hich a 

_oIillIMJ. f vapour 8l"OIe, and heard a confused n~ of 
p 
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boiling and splashing. joined to the roaring of steam escap­
in~ from narro\\ cn'\'i(;{,<j in the rock. This hollow, together 
with the ,,,hoh~ side of the mountain opposit(', as far up as 
we could sec, was cO\'ered with su1phur and clay. chiefly of 
a white or yellowish colour. lVaiking o\'('T this soft and steam­
ing surface we found to he vcry hazardous; and we were fre­
quently ,cry uncMY when the \ rapOUT concea1ed us from each 
other. The uay, however, ueing dry and warm, the surface 
was not so slippery as to occasion much risk of our falling. 
The chance of the crust of sulphur breaking. or the clay 
sinking with U~, was great; and we were several times in dan­
ger of being milch seaMed. Mr Bright ran at one time a 
great hazard, and suffered considcrable pain from accidcntal­
ly plunging one of 111S legs into the hot clay. From what­
ever spot the sulphur is removed, steam instantly escapes; 
and, in mallY plaecs, the sulphur was sO hot that we could 
... careely handle it. };"rolll the smell, wc perceived that the 
~team wa~ mixed with a small quantity of sulphurated hydro .. 
geu gas.. Whcn the thermometer was sunk a few inches into 
tbe clay, it rose generally to within a few degrees of the boiJ­
ing point. By ~tt'pping cautiously, and avoiding every little 
hole from which steam issued, we soon discovered how far we 
might ven ture. Our good fortune, however, ought not to tempt 
any person to examine this wonderful place, without being 
provided "' ith two boards, with which every part of the banks 
may be traversed in perfect safety. At the bottom of this 
hollow \ve found a cauldron of boiling mud, about fifteen 
feet in diameter, similar to that on the top of the DlOuntain, 
which we had seen the evening before; but this boiled with 
much more vehemence. We went within- a few yards of ~ 
tbe wind happening to be remarkably favourable for viewiag 
every part of this singular scene. The mud WM in conatant 
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agitation. and often thrown up to the height of six. or ('i~ht 

feet. Near thio; spot was an irregular space filled" ilh wall'!' 
hoiling briskly. Al the foot of the hill, in a hollow formed 
by a hank of day and sulphur, steam rushed with gl'cat force 
a.nd noj\jc from among the loose fragments of rock. 

I,'urther up the mountain, we met with a spring of cold 
water, a circumstance little expected in a place like this. 
Ascending still higher, we came to a ridge composed entirc­
ly of sulphur and clay, joining two summits of the moun­
tain. Here we found a much greater quantity of sulphur 
than on any other paft of the surface we had gone over. 
It formed a smooth crust from a quartE'r of an indl. to se­
veral inches in thickness. The crust was beautifully crystal­
lized, and immediately beneath it we found a quantity of loo~e 
granular sulphur, which appeared to be colleding and crys­
tallizing as it was sublimed along with the steam. Some~ 

times we met with clay of different ('olours, whitc, red. 
and bhJe, under the crust; but we could not examine this 
place to any depth, as, the momeut the crust was removed, 
steam came forth, and proved extremely annoying. We found 
several pieces of wood, which were probably the remains of 
planks that had heen formerly used in collectin~ the sulphur, 
small crystals of which partially covered them. There appears 
to be a constant sublimation of this substance; and were arti­
ficial chambers constructed for the reception and condensa. 
tion of the vapours, much of it might probably be collected. 
Iu it is, there is a large quantity. on the surface; and, by search,.. 
~. there i. little doubt that great stores may be found. The 
IDCoovemence proceeding from the .team issuing on every 
.ide. and from the kat, i. certainly considerabh!; but, by 
proper precaution., neither would be felt so mllcA as '0 ren­
der tIw collection of the .ulphur a matte. of &By great diIfi-



king these mines, is their 
GUDllce from a port whence the produce could be shipped. 
:But there are 0 many horses in the country, whose original 

rice is trifling, and whose maintenance during summer costs 
nothing, that the conveyance of sulphur to Reikiavik presents 
DO difficulties which might not probably be surmounted. 

Below the ridge on the farther side of this great bed of _ 
sulphur, we saw a great deal-of vapour escaping with much 
noise. We crossed to the side of the mountain opposite, and 
found the surface sufficiently firm to admit of walking cau­
tiously upon ft. We had now to walk towards the principal 
. spring, as it is called. This was a t~sk -of much apparent 
danger, as the side of the mountain, for the extent of about 
half a mile, is covered with loose clay, into which our feet 
sunk at every step. In ' many places there was a thin crust, 
below which the ?laj was wet, and extremely hot. Good 
fortune attended ~s; and, without any serious inconvenience, 
we reached the object we had in view. A dense column of 
steam, mixed with a little water, was forcing its way impetu­
ously through a crevice in the rock, at the head of a narrow 
yaney, or break in the mountain. The violence with which 
it rushes out is so great, that the noise, thus occasioned, 
may often heard at the distance of s.everal miles; and, 
during night, while lying in our tent at Krisuvik, we more' 
th once listened to it .with. mingled awe and astonishment . 
.Behind the column of vapour was a dark coloured rock, 

• h gave it its full effect. 
It is quite beyond our power to offer such a d~/GP 

t • ordinary place, as to convey adequate i . of it 
terrors. The sensations of a person, even of 

tanding on a support which feebly ustains him • 
• ~ literally, fire a brwlstone are· dr. 
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Incessant action; avi fore his eyes tremendous 
pr of what is going on beneath him; en ,,-eIQped in thick 
v8pOurs; his' ears stunned with thundering nOIses; must be 
experienced before they can be understood. 

Earthquakes are said to occur frequeutly at Krisuvik, li­
mited, however, to a small district in their extent and effects. 
It was remarked to us also, that they happen generally after 
a continuance of wet weather; but whether these statements 
are accurate or not, we had no means of ascertaining. 

On returning to our tent, we were agreeably saved the 
trouble of cooking, by the farmer and his- wife, who brought 
in a large pewter dish fuli of boiled rice and milk, and some 
slices of smoked mutton. The 26th was spent in drawing, and 
examining the cliffs on the coast about four miles distant, 
where we found some curious mineralogical appearance , 
which will be afterwards described. While we were sitting at 
dinner in our tent, a woman came from an adjoining cottage, 
having a wooden vessel full of milk in one hand, and a snuff 
boxin the other. These she alternately held out to us. We 
did not at first understand her gestures ;' ~ut afte~wards found 
that she wished to · barter milk for fr. Before we left . the 
place, we gave her some tobacco ai'ld 'snuff, with whi<;:h she 
ap.peared to be highly gratified. 

On thE;! 27th, we set out for Grundevik, and walked about 
fifteen miles through .a perfect desert of lava, slags, and sand. 

saw hardly the lightest appearance of a vegetable, dead 
or alive. The mountains were of the most dreary aspect: 
nothing appeared to relieve the eye, OF cheer the spirits, till 

e: descried some cottages on the coast, to which we made all 
possible haste. Our eagerness to get out of. this dismal coun­
t1'!r, e , . walk. 80 faat that 0\1r, guides and. horses were left 

·ad. On coming towards the houses, the people, men; 
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women, and children, came <lI'Dwdlng out like ant. frbm. .. .r ... 
turbed hillock, to gaze at no. .'VA: were the first .tranger. 
that had ever been in that part of the island. On enquiry we 
found that the place w(' had to go to, was yet some miles dis .. 
tanto We ~trul'k into a path, and at length came to a bay 
which, from a chart we had with us, we knew to be that of 
Grundel'ik. The cottages here were of mean appearance, and 
we could not persuade oUTseh'cs that this was the place where 
the person to whom we had an introduction dwelt. "There 
was one of the same namc, howc\"cr, .and we produced our 
passport, which was given to an old man who had thick grey 
hair, and a bushy grey beard. He sat down, and putting a 
pair of sJwctades on his nose, proceeded to read the paper 
with all the gravity of a patriarch. This done, plenty of milk 
was brought to us; and we were informed that the Jon Jon ... 
son we wanted liven :\. mile or two farther on, \l'hich wa., by 
no means very agreeable news. It had become cloudy, and 
the wind was blowing strongly from the east. At Jast we 
rt'achccl a part of the coast weB studded with cottages. Heaps 
of fish \'\'cre every where piled up ; and though it was Sunday, 
this seemed to be a place of considerable business, and to 
contain a large population. Our surprise, on finding so dreary 
a.region so well inhabited, cea!;eti when we wer(! informed 
t.hat, at the commencement of cvery fishing 8eason~ numbers 
of people came from diff"rent parts of the country to the fish· 
ing stations, to provide fish for winter use. Cottages are eet 
apart for their accommodation, and we here saw a large build­
ing destined for this purpose, called the bud, or bootb. 

One of the chief ca ..... of an Icelander i. the laying in a 
stock of provision for the winter season. Towards this object 
almost hi. whole time and exertions are directed, and the .... 
ia his great and Bure resource. AbMit the begianiDg of 



CR. I. FIMooy.j -..VELS IN ICELANP. ug 

February. the people !If the interior. and even tho,e inhabit. 
iOg the northern parts of the island, begin to move, and a 
great part of the male population emigrates towarus the west. 
ern and south western coasts. The farmers send their ser­
vants, and frequently accompany them ; taking a small stock 
of butter and smoked mutton, and sheep skin dresses. 1.'hey 
are sometimes distinguished from their servants by having a 
small quantity of rye bread and a little brandy. Before com· 
mencing his journey, an Icelander takes off his hat, places it 
before his face, and repeats a prayer prescribed for such oc­
casions. He is welcomed at every cottage he stops at, and it 
is seldom that any remuneration is required for his entertain­
ment. Many travel .two hundred miles amidst snow and dark· 
ness, to the place they chuse for their fishing station; and if 
they have not previously made some agreement with the pro­
prietor of a boat, a bargain is soon entered into, twe terms of 
which have long been established by custom. By these, a 
person coming from the interior. engages himself from the 
Uth February to the 12th May, (the period varies a little) 
to be rcady to obey the can for fishing, and to as!oJist iu the 
management of the boal. In return for his labour he receives 
forty pound, of meal, (if any is to he got) and five gallons of 
sour whey, besides a share of the fish that arc taken. The 
fish are divided into two shares more than the number of men 
employed, and these il<llong to the owner of the boat, who 
prqyides lines aod hook.. When he furnishes net" which are 
generaUy used during tbe early part of the season, he receires 
Que half of the fish caught. All the people engaged for one 
boaJ; generally live together in the same hut. The previous 
a.rn>-ngemen\s il<ling made, a long period of hard'hip and pri. 
Mti\l'<l ¥gina, .In darkness, and subjected to intense colt!. 
~.i~· people leek from the ocean the means for sub,ist. 
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ing their families during the following winter. As soon as 
the boat is pushed from the shore, the man at the helm takes 
on' his hat and repeats a prayer for success, in which he is 
joined by lhe crew. They generally remain at sea from eight 
to twelve hours, during which time they taste nothing but a 
little sour whey, which is the only pCOl'i!Jioll Cl'er taken out 
wilh them. The women assist in cleaning and splitting the 
ihh, after they hat c been brought to land. " ' hen the weather 
js so stormy that the fishermen cannot venture to sea, they 
frequently amu<;c th('m~clves by wrestling, or playing at leap 
frog, and other diversions. Their mode of nOTcsUillg is some­
what pc('uliar. The two men who aTC to try their strength 
and ~kill) lay hold of each other in the way they think best. 
As soon as th{·y have s('curcd their grasp, each endeavours by 
sudden jerks, or by lifting him from the ground, or by quick 
turning, to throw hi~ antagonist; and the dexterity they dis .. 
play is often extraordinary. About the beginning of May, the 
fi&hermcn return home, leal ing their fish, which arc not by 
this lillie perfectly dri(~d, and which may amount to five or six 
hUlidred for the share of each individual, to the care of some 
per~on who re~icl('s on the spot. About the middle of June, 
when the horses have got plump and strong, the farmers set 
out on tht'ir second annual journey, carrying with them an 
their marketable commodities, which they dispose of, and re­
turn home with their fish and sudl things as they may have 
purcha&ed. When lhe slock of fish j, thought loo small, they 
barter wool, tallow, or butter, for any additional quantity 
they may require, and pay a small sum for the lodging and 
food of their servants. 

Jon Jonson was not at home when we arrived; but he soon 
made his appearance, and pressed us to go into his bouse. It 
is somewhat remarkable that the Icelanders shuuld display 
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con.sitlern.ble industry, and even ingenuity, in making the out· 
side of their houses neat, while they keep the inside in snch a 
state of dirtiness as to he truly disgusting. We complied 
with Jonson's request, but were glad to seize the first 0ppor· 
tunity of escaping into the open 'air. 

Our baggage arrived jnst as it began to rain. Upwards of 
thirty men, women, and children, gathered round, and dis­
turhed us greatly while pitching our tent, which, had it not 
rained all night, would bave exhibited lasting tokens of the 
pawing of the crowd that assembled about it. Even after 
we had gone to bed, they still continued at the door of the 
tent, and we were not suffered to sleep quietly, till OUf lor­

mentors thought of rest themselres. With every desire to in­
dulge the curiosity of th~ n~tives. and a readiness to submit 
to various privations and hardships, we ('(luld not endure to 
be touched ourselves, or to have any thing belonging to us 
handled by them. For this nicety we had another reason 
besides dislike of filth: the cutaneous eruptions from which 
very few Icelanders are free, more powerfully deterred us 
from any near approach. Poor Jonson did all he coulU to 
serre us, and gave us what milk lIe could spare, and some 
fish. Milk is extremely scarce in this district, and it was lucky 
that we had filled some bottles with it at Krisuvik. 

We rose early in the morning, and found the rain falling 
heavily, accompanied by a gale of wind from the eastward. 
It was our original design to go to Cape Reikianes, where 
lIleto' liTe some hot springs; but having been informed that no 
food could"" got for our horses, we resolved to proceed tq 
Kieblivik. The country toward. the Cape become. low, ~na 
i(imtiret1 bf volcanic formation; and this part of Iceland has 
!Il.en 't&id~ 'famous on account of a remarkable event in 
~ ~ ·of'~oICaooe .. whid. happened in th~ yo;; 17t13, ~ 

Q 
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descript.ion of which will be found in the chapter on Minera. 
logy j for which it is reserved on account of the phenomena 
being important in relation to the origin of pumice. 

We now crossed the peninsula to the opposite shore, adis­
tnnce of about fifteen miles, through a wild and dreary tract 
of lava; meeting with nothing remarkable except a consider· 
ahle extent of gravel, which had every appearance of hal'ing 
once formed the sea beach. We reached the northern side of 
the Gnldbringe Syssel at Niardivik, a large fishing village, 
much frequented by the inhabitants of the interior, who come 
down to procure fish. There aTC not fewer than three hundred 
boats. of different sizes, hplonging to this place; and it is said 
that the population, during the fishing . season, sometimes 
amounts t.o two thousand, while at other times it does notex­
ceed two hundred. The fishing banks are at a very short dis­
tance from this place. and the fish are esteemed finer than .on 
any other part of the coast. 

A mile or two westward is KiehJivik, situate at the head of 
a small bay, ill which there is very good anchorage. Two or 
three merchants are established here, who reside in houses 
constructed of wood, resembling those at Rcikiavik. We were 
rery cordially rccehred by l\fr Jacobreus, a Dant', one of the 
most respectable as well as wealthiest merchants in Iceland; 
who, with his lady, entertained us in the most hospitable man ... 
ner for three days, during which there was a violent gale of 
wind and heavy rain. Soon after our arrival ·at his house., we . -
got excellent· coffee, rye bread, and butte;r. Dinner was not 
served up till nine o'clock; but .our patience was ~ell rewarded 
with soup; mutton, and pan-cakes; and we were treated in the 
same luxurious manner during the whole time of our stay with 
the family. It was a matter of much r<grOt to U8 tbat, from· 
our ignorance of the Danish language, we had .no ·:di.ect 
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lDeans of conversation wilh Mr Jacobreus, who app~ared to 
be a particularly intelligent mao, had resided a long tillic in 
Iceland, and was well informed in many circumstances I'e· 
lating to the statistics and commerce of the country. It may 
be, mentioned as a singular fact, that 1\'Iadame Jacohreus, 
though she has now lived sixteen years in Iceland, has ac­
tually never been out of Kieblivik; not even tf) visit thc me­
tropolis of the island. 

On the first of June we took leave of our hospitable friends. 
As we had about thirty miles to walk, and could nol foretel 
what obstacles we were to meet with, we made a vcry hearty 
breakfast. The day was doudy, but favourable for walking. 
After havillg advanced a mile or two, Mr Holland returned 
for some things he had forgot. Mr Bright and I proceeded 
slowly, and not seeing our friend coming up. we concluded 
that he had resolved to remain with the baggage. After pass· 
ing Niardivik, we were bewildered by the numher of tracks, 
and at length lost them altogether. As we knew the general 
direction in which we were to go, we advanced, till after four 
hours walking. we began to feel the painful sensation of thirst. 
By good luck we found a puddle of rain water, Bcar which 
we sat down and refreshed ourseh'es. SOOti afterwards. we 
found a path, but lost it at the edge of a stream of lava. 
After a fruitless search to recover it, or find the proper place 
for entering the lava, we left all to chance, and ventured 
forward. We kept our course as well as we could, among 
heap" of loose slags, rugged lava, and deep fi .. ures. The 
moss which grew in some places on the lava, often gave way, 
and we slid down among the slags. However trying this was 
to the limbs. we felt no inconvenience tlll thirst once more 
diatreSied us. The sole. of Mr Bright's shoe. baving been 
lOrn by t.be lava, he sat down 1.0 cut away the loose piece. 
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which were troublesome. On rising he neglected to take up 
his great coat, which he had laid down beside him. Only a 
few minutes had elapsed before he discovered that he had left 
it behind, and we had nut yet proceeded two hundred yards 
from the place. I a'icended a peak of lava in order to direct 
his course, but very soon lost sight of him. He was away 
half an houf,.and ] remained all the while at my station; and 
was beginning to feel some uneasiness, when I heard him hal­
looing very near me. On my an'iwering, he scrambled to the 
top of a mass of lava. and was surprised to see me so near 
hilU. So rugged was this Java, and so circuitous the way to 
get through it, that he could not retrace a ~jllbrtc step, and 
failed in his attempts to recover his coat. 

II had nCYcr occurred to us to enquire whether it would be 
necessary to carry a little water with us; and the people be~ 
ing accustomed to perform their journic'i on horseback with 
great speed, 'had no idea that we had any thing else to do 
than to make the best of our way through the country. OUT 

examination of the rocks, and picking up plants, seemed to 
afford much amusement to the natives. Delays occasioned 
by such occupations often produced some inconveniences, and 
thirst was by far the most considerable. At this time it was 
almost intolerable; but after some hours, the path appeared, 
and in the hollows there was a sufficient quantity of rain water 
to afford relief. 

After a vcry fatiguing walk of twelve hours, we arrived at 
Mr Sivertson's, and found Mr Holland already there. On com­
paring notes, it appeared that he had got into the same track 
of lava in which Mr Bright had lost his coat, and that he must 
often have been not more than fifty yards from us. This was 
discovered by means of a few green knolls that had attracted 
'Our attention. He fared worse upon the w~ole than we did, 
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for he had been alone during the whole day, his shocs wcre 
completely destroyed, and his feet ,'ery much cut. In one 
respect, however, he was more fortunate; as he had fuund a. 
peasant's cottage on the edge of the lava, where, hy the aid of 
signs and a few Icelandic words, he had contrived to obtain 
a draught of milk, and a direction for the remaimlcr of the 
way. 

Every thing that could administer to our comfort was pro­
vided at Havnefiord. Our horses arrh'cd four hours after u.,. 
Next morning we felt completely refreshed, and able to un­
dergo a renewal of our fatigues. Though the appearance of 
thc lava about Havnefionl is sufficiently terrific to a person 
who has nc\'el' before seen any, yet on uur return to it, the 
strong impression it had made was no longer felt. It is not 
to be compared in any respect with the horrible scenes we 
had pa~sed throug-h, nor were the~e equal to some lavas we 
afterwards encountered. No portion. of the inhabited part of 
Iceland is so tlreary and barren as that we had nuw travelleu 
over. The only induccUlent, (but in this country it is a pow­
erful Oil c) for people to settle here. is the "ast abundance of 
fish obtained on every part of the coast. 

On the third of .June we returned to Reikiavik, after hav­
ing been absent nearly a fortnight UpOIl our journt'y. We 
were much gratified to observe the progress that vegetation 
had made during our abse:nce. We now saw some patches of 
green scattered here and there; and the vegetables in the lit­
tle gardens about the houses were beginning to appear. On 
the 4th, we went on board thc Elbe. from which a salute was 
fired in honour of our Sovereigu's birth-day, and the day was 
spent in showing every mark of loyalty and affection for our 
gracious king, that our means allowed. 

On the 8th we went to Vidae to .ec the Eider.ducks, whicl> 



126 TltAVELS IN ICELAND. [Cli. I. E,'Jn-4ucI:,. 

had now assembJed in great numbers to nestle: at all other 
timos of the year these birds are perfectly wild. They are pro­
tected by tho laws; a sel'ere penalty being inflicted on any 
person who kiHs one; ano, during the breeding season, the 
fine is thirty dollars for each hird. As our boat approached 
the shore, we passed through mu1tjtudes of these beautiful 
fowls, which scarec]y gave themselves the tr01.1.h1e to go ont 
of the way. Between the landing place and the old gover­
n'or's house, the ground wa~ strewed with them; and it rc .. 
quir(~d SOllJe caution to avoid treading on the nests. The 
drakes were walking about, littering a sound 'very like the 
('.ooing of ,Iv" es, ~nd were even more familiar than the com· 
mon domestic dllrk". All round the house, on the garden 
waH, on the roofs, and eyen in the inside of the houses, and 
in the chapel, werc flllmbers of ducks sitting on their nests. 
Such as had not heen long on ~the ncst generally lcft it on he­
ing approached; but those that had more than one or two 
eggs sat perfectly quiet, suffering llS to tOllch them, and some­
times making a gentle use of their bills to remm'c our hands. 
When a drake happens to be near his mate, he is extremely 
agitated when anyone approaches her. He passes and rc­
passes between her and the object of his suspicion, raising 
his head and cooing. The nests were lined with down, which 
the quck takes from her own breast; and there is a sufficient 
quantity laid round the nest, for the duck to covcr up the 
eggs when she goes to feed , which i. generally during the 
time of low water. The down, which is a valuable article of 
commerce, . is removed at two different times from the ncst. 
Sometimes the poor duck is compelled to provide a fourth 
lining; and, when her down is ex!lausted, the drake supplies 
the deficiency. A certain number of eggs is also removed, 
as tlley are esteemed a great delicacy. Our good friend at 
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Vidlle used to send us two hundred at a time. When boiled 
hard they are tolerably good, but much inferior to the eggs 
of common poultry. Swans eggs, of which we got a few, 
arc superior, and really excellent when boiled hard. 

When taken from the nest, the Eider-down is mixed witl. 
fcathers and straws. To separate them, and make thf' down 
fit for market, is part of the employment of the women 
during winter. As soon as the young birds leave the eggs, 
the duek takes them on he r back, and swims to a cunsider· 
able distance from the shore. She then dives, ami leaves the 
little ones to exercise themselves in swimming about. As 
soon as they have got the use of their feet in this ~ay, the 
duck retnrns, and becomes their guide. Several broods, 
often great numbers, join compullY, a.nd arc SCCll quitc wild 
for a few wecks j aftf..'r which, they totally disappear. Long 
hefore we left IccJand, there was not a single Eider-duck to 
be seen. 'Vhither they retire is not known. These birds are 
found in the Flannen Isles, to Ule west of the hland of Lewis. 
They arc seen in Shetlanu and Orkney; ami they breed 011 

the Ioland of May, at the mouth of the Firth of Forth. 
A few day., after our return to Rcikiavik, a Danish gaHiot 

arri,·ed in the harbour, which had sailed from Liverpool 
about three weeks before, and which brought O\'cr as passen­
gers from England, Mr Sivertson of Havnefiord, and Mr 
Flood, a young Non~.'egian, who had been private secretary 
to Count Trampe. The 1attcr was the bearer of a. packet 
which the Count had been polite enough to send, containing 
letters of introduction to several of the principal people in 
Iceland. Besides those directed to indi\·iduals, there was 
one addresoed generally to all persons holding offices or autho­
rity in tile island, desiring them to facilitare our travels theough 
the country, and to assist us in the prosecution of the oh .. 
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jecls we had in view. The arrival of this vessel effected a 
sort of miniature rc,'o)ution in the government of Iceland ; 
which was transferred from the handb of the Chief Justice 
Stephenson to those of three deputy governors; Mr Thoran .. 
i3on, the Amtmand of the northern province; Assessor Einar­
son; and onr friend Mr Frydensberg of Rcikia\'ik. At a 
ball which we attended .• R few days after this political change 
haeI taken place. the l1calth of the new GovPl'llors was drunk 
with many demonstrations of satisfaction. The name of 
-Connt Tr~fc was also gi,"en as a toast, with much applause ; 
anel a pcwm Itt his praise. composed for the occa~ion by Mr 
Magnuson, one of the lDost celebrated of the Icelandic poets 
of the day, ''''Hi sl1n~ in churus Ly the whole party. 

During our present stay in Reikiavik, we frequent1y vi~ 

sited tIle Bishop, and continued to be greatly pleased with 
him. W e;- saw once or twice at his house a Mr Paulson, one 
of the medical practitiollcrs of Iceland, who lives on the 
sonthern coast, at the distance of about a hundred miles 
from Reikiavik. He is a man of much information, and par. 
ticularly conversant in the natural history of his own coun­
try, which he has studied with great attention. A few days 
after our return from the Guldbringe Syssel, Mr Holland reo 
ceived from him a note, written in Latin, * requesting his 
medical attendance upon one of the daughters of Mr Sigurd­
son, the minister of Reikia\'ik. Me Holland visited Mr Si­
gurdson's family frequently in this capacity, not only at the 
present time, but also upon our return from the journies we 
subsequently made; and his offices were rewarded by that 

• Dr Holland, ut filioJam pastoris templi Reyldavianim, domini Sigunilon, 
egrotantem, data occuione, concomitante inttrprete, viaitare velit, hwnillime.rOo 
.&&tw. P"tlIAONlO. 
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expression of gratitude, uf 'Which ih simplicity wa',) llH.' ..,t 11 )Jl):!; ­

cst recommendation. 
The lIth of June was a holiday; ano the CPi('I1101IY OJ 

confirmation was performed in the church. The ordinal) 
sen;ce began with prayer and singing. Lesson~ Well' then 
read from the Bible, and the conclusion was a Sl'fIIlOlI, lilt' 

delivery uf which occupied more than haJf an hour. Dur­
ing the first part of the service, the minister was drcs'\cu in 
a sort of surplice, ornamented with broad blue lmuds, and 
-rith gold lace. The !;ingillg, or rather roaring, was perform­
ed by ten or l''o'elvt! men, standing round the space enclused 
about the altar. The !>CTlllon was read froUl the pulpit with 
much emphasis and gCboture. The Bbhop enlerell the churdl 
just befure it began, a.nd took a scat ncar the altar. The 
minister, having resumed hi~ surplice alili hi!) station. at the 
altar, read a long exhortation tu the childrell who attended 
for confirmatiun, and were ranged ruund him, the Loys apart 
from the girls, all of them dressed in their hest cluthe... Af­
ter an examination from a printed furm of catechism, the 
children receiyed confirmation from the minister, nho laid 
his hands upon them. Thc whole was concluded ",ith allo­
ther exhortation, and a prayel' by the minister, kneeling ill 
the midst of the children. During this service, ,the B(!>hop 
was a mere spectator: his'ouly occupation consisted in tak· 
iog snuff, and chewing touacco. A great number of Ice­
landers had come to Reikiu\,ik from the adjoining country, 
to attend this ceremony; and the church was crowded with 
people, all in their finest suits. The women, who were ha­
bited in the proper costume of the country, !Sat together 
on the left side, and formed a singular aDd interesting as­
semblage. They were, for the most pal't, rather tall than 

R 
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otherwise; their features in general well formed; and their 
complexions fair and florid. The men were seated on the 
opposite side of the church. None of the Danish inhabit­
ants appeared at this ceremony; nor is it customary with 
them to atLend any of the religious services of the Icelandic 
,·burch. 
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JOURNAL. 

CHAP. II. 

IJI 

'rUE ohject of our second journey in Iceland, was to explore 
the peninsula. on the western side of the island, whkh is ter­
minated by the remarkable mountain called Snrelell Jokul. 
We were assisted in fixing our route, by the Chief Justice 
Stephenson, who was well acquainted with the district called 
the Borgarfiord Syssc1, and by Mr Clausen, a Danish mer .. 
chant, settled at Olafsvik, not far from the ext~emity of the 
peninsula.. This gentleman, who came over to Reikiavik soon 
after our return from the Guldbringc Syssel, we found to be 
remarkably inte11igent. We received from him every neces· 
sary direction as to our route, and also some account of the 
natural curiosities we should meet with in the tract of country 
through which we were to pass. 

Having purchased five more horses, and hired two men, 
Gwylfr and Gudmundr by name, to attend our cavalcade, we 
made preparations proportioned to the length of tb. journey 
we were about to undertake, which we calculated to be be. 
tween three and four hundred milp,. Our baggage-borse~ 
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cost from ejght to ten rixdol1ars each; and those we intend~ 
cd [or OUT uwn. USl" ahout twelve. They were by no means 
of the best description of riding-horses; but sufficiently good 
for the rough work they had to encounter. An exceedingly 
good horse may be procured for twenty or thirty dollars; a 
!o.um, aC('ording to the rate of exchange at this time, equiva­
Jent to two or three guineas, All onT cattle were rather lean, 
and they had not )',ct lost their rough winter coats. Our 
servants professed to be well acquainted with the country we 
wished to examine; and, being young and ~tout, we flatter­
ed ourselves tllat we should have little occasion to reproach 
them wiih lazinf'ss ; but we soon fonnrl that, like all their 
countrymen, they ,,,ere systematically slow in their move· 
mcnts; and that every attempt, either in the way of in treaty 
or of tllTeat, to make them alert, was quite fruitless. One of 
them, howe,'cr, who had been a servant to the Danish offi· 
('crs surveying the coasts of Iceland, was somewhat morc dis· 
posed to activity tban the other; and we were gratified to 
find, on more than one occasion, that this &uperiorily was 
the cause of high words between them, and of a little saving 
of time. Ev.ery ont" wilo urulertakcs to travel in Iceland, 
ll'\ust resolve to submit with patience to the tardiness of his 
attendants. The young man ",ho had accompanied us dur_ 
jng our first journey, had left our service on being refused an 
increase of wages; and he went to cut hay in the nortbeYn 
part of the island, where labourers are very sca.rce. He ad. 
dressed a IOllg letter in Latin to Mr Holland, which was .. 
well written, that we suspected it was not b.i8 own c::ompo.,i .. 
lion; and our suspicions were ('"Ollfirmed, OD learning' that 
he had gooe to the school at Besse,tad a few days before. 

Early iA the nwrning of the lS\l1 June, we sent off tile 
Imroe. with our bllggage, lUI the.)' had to go rouD<l the bay.; ,...d 
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we crossed it in the afternoon, in a boat belonging to the cap­
tain of the Danish galliot, then in the harbour, expecting to 
meet our horses a1 the opposite side. The wind was strong 
from the eastward, and it began to rain violently, when 'We 
were about half way across the bay, .which is here six or seven 
miles in width. The rain and the water .of the sea. which fre­
quently broke over the uoat, in a short time completely wetted 
us. Our voyage, however, was not long, ..,nd we landed in 
safety near the foot of the mountain called Esian. We now 
found oursclvcc; in a country very ditferent from that we had 
before traversed. ,Here we saw none of the desolated appear­
ances which had marked the progress of volcanic fire in the 
Guldbringe Syssel. Froro the shore to the basI;' of the moun­
tain, was a flat green country, about a mile in breadth. It 
was, however, almost one continued bog, in many places 
nearly impassable. The mountain rose precipitous from the 
fiat, the lon'cr part bein~ covered by the debris of the beds, 
which we saw ranged horizontally above; and its bold and 
lofty fro~t was broken into guUeys of various dimensions. The 
height of Esian is about] 500 feet, which it preserves for an 
extent of several miles, without varying. It forms a very fine 
object vie-wed from Reikiavik, and is seen from the sea south- .. 
ward of the Guldbringe Syssel, over the mountains of that dis­
trict. 

Our horses not being in sight, we proceeded along the 
shoo-e, examiniog the rocks tbat appeared. We then left the 
sbore, and crossed the swamp toward. the foot of the moun· 
tain. The rain still continued heavy, but we went on with 
the intention of stopping al the first convenient spot wbere 
we might pit~-h our tent. After walking to a considerable 
distance, and descryiAg no cottages, we waited for more than 
"0 """, in momentary oxpecttLtion thai our bo._ sIwuId 
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make their appearance. Being disappointed, however; m 
this, and dreading lest we should by any accident miss them, 
lVe returned towards the shore, and, in cr~s.sing the bc:>g, 
were unfortun~~e enough to break one of our barometers. 
We soon reached some cottages near the sea, and having 
waked the inhabitants, who had already retired to rest, a 
man very civil1y undertook to guide us to Brautarholt, a 
place where we h~ been recommended by some of our Rei~ 

ldavik friends to pass the night. Here, we found a farm~ 

house, and a ch1lrch of similar construction, but consider .. 
ably larger than that at Krisuvik. OUf horses did not arrive 
till. clerc!} o·clock. owing to the extreme difficulty of guiding 
them across the bogs; and this lateness of the houT, as well 
as the difficulty of finding a convenient place in which to 
pitch the tent, led us to determine ·upon passing the night in 
the church. The people who inhabited the adjoining house 
readily acceded to this plan, hrought us the keys of the 
church, and prepa.red for our supper a large dish of Eider· 
duck eggs, which was placed hefore us on the altar. We 
found the portable hed,teads, which we had with us, ex­
tremely well adapted to the form and dimensions of the 
.church ; and placing them in the space before the altar, which 
was just large enough to receive them, we slept most com· 
fortably in this new situation, undisturbed either by mQrtal 
or spiritu~l visitants. 

Next morning, we were supplied with boiled'fish, rice and 
;"i1k, from the farm-house, . which, with. the addilIDn .of bis' 
Cuit we had brought with us, made a very excellent b<eakf""t. 
The morning being stormy, we delayed our departure till 
noon, when ibe weather became more favourable. We pro­
ceeded . along tbe shore of the H val Fiord (Whale Frith), 

" which tuns up the country about. twenty miles· in 'a north-. . 
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easterly direction, preserving nearly an unifonn breadth of 
about three miles. The scenery was simil~r ~o that of many 
of tbose arms of the sea, called .Lochs, in the highlands of 
Scotland, the grandeur and variety of which it rivalled in every 
respect, except that its shores were wholly destitute of ,,,ood. 
The precipices are magnificent; and the eye is carried to the 
extreme distance, by mountains assuming every variety of 
romantic form, many of them capped with snow. 

Having walked 'about six miles, we mounted our horse9, 
and left the Fiord, passing into a valley to the right. This 
valley is high, and little more than a mile · in breadth.. The 
mountains on each side are lofty. bold, and rugged; and the 
patches of snow which yet remained upon their sides added 
'much to the wildness of the scene. Though the ground is 
swampy, it affords much excellent pasture, and we observed 
several farm-houses in different parts of the valley. 

Turning round the mountains 'on our left, w~ came to an 
open country of considerable extent, but so boggy, that it 
was with great difficulty we' got through it. We now found 
how necessary the provision of riding horses was to our pre .. 
sent journey, and had at the same ' time an. opportunity of 
ascertaining the confidence which might be pla.ced in thest; 
animals. In going through a bog, an Iceland horse seems to 
know precisely where he may place his foot in salety, and 
where he cannot venture to' pass. If in doubt, he will feel 
the ground· with' his foot before he attempts to place his whole 
weight upon it. · If convinced that there is danger, neither 
coaxing nor whipping will induce him to go forward; lmt 
when lelbo himself he will find hi. 'way, and carryover, hi. 
burden in safety. It sometimes happens, though · very fiel~ 
.dom,. that in traversing an ~xtensh'e bog a horse will sink to 
his belly, hut he soon extricates himself with apparen'. ease, 
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So very indifferent 00 the horses appear to 8utb an accident, 
that we have ~~n 'them begin to eat the grass within their 
reach, till reminded of making their way forward by the ap­
plication of n ~'hip. 

Having left 0111' baggage and our guides behinrl, we should 
have been greatly perplexed in crossing the bogs. had not a 
peasnnt, whom we accidentally met, vcry kindly assisted us by 
Icauing the way. He appcarc{i to be active and intelligent, 
though we inferred all this from his rnotions and signs alone, 
as we had no other means of conversation with him. Though 
we had a perfect confidence ih his guidance. we were not lL 

little astonished when he oondnMed llS through places where 
we were in continual expectation of being 8wallowed up. Our 
aston;shment was not lessened, when we observed him plunge 
into a small inlet of the sea connecteu with the H,'al Fiord, 
and proceed directly across it. A river of con~iderable size 
empties itsdf into this bay j aml being much swollen by the 
I".lin which bad fallen duting some days before, we were for. 
lunate in arriving at a time when the tide was out; the river 
itself bf'ing impassable. The breadth of the water was little 
less than half a mile; but by scrupulously following the steps 
of our guide. we passed over in safety, and 800n afterwards 
arrived at the farm-house callecll'louls. This we found to he 
much superior in appearanoe to such houses of the same de· 
scription as we had already .een. The general COltstruction 
of the habitation was the same; nnd though it was very far 
indeed from being neat, yet it was Borne degree!! Dearer to that 
desirable state than most others. Our baggage bones did not 
alTive till a very late hour; ... d the good peopl~ of the house 
having given UII their hest apartment, we retnoved some of the 
<furniture, which appeared not to have been displaced .ince t"" 
bOUle was originally furnisbed, and put up our own bed., for 
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which there was just sufficient room. The floor was carthen,and 
extremely damp, and exhaled no very agreeable odour; hltt 
this we endeavoured to correct by smoking segars. 

The proprietor of this house, by name Gudmundson, was 
tlw! Hreppstiore, or constaLle of the parish; an oUice next jn 
rank to that of Sysselman, or Sheriff. The general duties of 
the Hrcppstiorc relate to the preservation of the peace, and 
the superintendance of the poor. The farm atlached to the 
]lOUSC supports ten cows, se'r"eral horses, and above a hundred 
sheep. Besides a certain proportion of the produce of the 
cattle, twenty-seven rixpollars per annum arc paid as land rent. 
For this sum, however. independently of hi~ farm, the t'tnant 
is entitled to a part of the profits of a salmon fishery in the ad­
joining river: it being the custom, in the case of most of the 
salmon rivers in I cela.nd, to divide the profits of the fi slH'ry 
among the different farms which are situate 011 their banks. 
We had some salmon for breakfast at H ouls, caught in the 
river the preceding evening, and found it to bt> C'xct·llcnt . 

. No other mode of tuk ing the fish is here practised, than that 
of constructing dams under the falls. The 1It1ll1her of ~almon 
caught does not much more than suffice for thc Wi C of the 
different farm·houscs in the neighbourhuod. 

At Houls we saw a small patch of ground laid 011t as a ~ar~ 
den! with regular, ~eds. A young woman was planting small 
cabbages in it: by means of a plank she preserveu the beds 
from being spoiled by her feet; and, making holes in the earth 
along the edge of it, she placed the plants in regular and 
equidistaat row •. 

NeJit moming, we gave to the farmer 's wife, who was a 
neat, good, looking womau, a trifling present of needles, piDll, 
lciasars, thread, &c. with which .he appeared highly pleased; 
:'11<1, having breakfasted, we toolt our leave. Mr Gudmund· 
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son shewed his kindness in accompanying us as a guide. We 
returned to the shores of the Hval Fiord, and proceeded to a · 
place called Huamr, where we procured a small fishing-boat, 
and cro sed over to Saurbar, leaving our baggage-horses to 
go round by the head of the Fiord, and taking only our beds 
'with u. Two men rowed us across, who appeared perfectly 
indifferent to the swen .of the water" which sometimes ca.me 
over the gunnel of the boat, and now and then occasioned 
us considerable alarm. 

Saurbar is situate on a rising ground, at a short distance 
from the shore of the H val Fiord, and is the residence of the 
pari~ priest, Mr Hialtalin; from whose house there is a strik:­
ing, and somewhat picturesque view of the upper part of the 
Fiord, which has here the appearance of an extensive lake. 
Mr Hialtalin had just alighted from ,his horse as we arrived, 
and received us in the kindest manner. He had very much 
t.he appearance of a gentleman, both in dress and manner; 
and we found him possessed of considerable information. 
He had been settled at this place twenty-four' years, with a 
stipend of thirty dollars, and as much land as maintains a 
small stock of cows and sheep. . Upon this slender provision 
he has contrived to support a very numerous family; having 
had altogether, from two matrimonial engagements, not fewer 
than twenty-three children, thirte n of wh mare still living. 
One of his daughters is married to Mr Gudmundsc.m, our host 
of the preceding night. Mr Hialtalin' • en . ely 
resembles the common farm-houses of except that 
it is somewhat cleaner and more comfo interior. 
The sitting room, which is very small ifllight» j fur-

o nished with a stove, an article not common in the house, of 
IcelanderR, and possesses a considerable collection of books; 
amon,.g which we met with a sort of catalogue raisonnee of all 
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the Icelandic authOl's, which we wished very much to' obtain, 
but found the author unwilling to part with it. 

Having perceived the church to be tolerably clean, we 
asked permission to sleep in it, which was cheerfully granted. 
The altar was covered with crimson ilk, ornamented with 
gold lace; and above, it was a very indifferent painting of 
the Last Supper, surmounted by a crucifix. The dimensions 
of the church we ascertained to be thirty-five by ixteen feet. 
and about seven feet in height to thejoists. We have chosen 
a representation of this building, in order that the reader 
may form some idea of the general exterior appearance of 
the country churches in Iceland. 

For supper, we had coffee, mashed fish prepared with but­
ter, milk, and spices, and rice-milk. This last dish was given 
us for breakfa t the next morning, with cakes made of the 
same materials. 
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In the course of the evening, we had much conversation 
with our worthy ho t, who ~poke LatIn exceedingly well. _ 
We obtained from him some interesting particulars relative 
-to his parish, and had much reason to admire his paternal 
care of the flock committed to his charge. In a population 
varying, in different years, from two hundred to two hun­
dred and ten, there are fifteen married couples. The aver­
age annual number of births is seven; and of deaths, -six: or 
seven: of marriages, below one. The extent of the parish 
is sixteen English miles in length, and ten in breadth; so that 
the population does not exceed It to a square mBe. -, 

We wcr~ gratified wit.h a sight of Mr Hialtalin' s parish re-
gister; a very interesting book, in which, for his own satis­
faction, he makes an annual record of the state of each fa­
mily within the district of which he has the pastoral charge~ 
He permitted us to copy part of this book; and the following 
is a translation, made by his assistance, of the first page of 
the register for the year 1805. This example of the attentiol1 , 
and pious care with which the duties of a country priest are 
performed, in so remote a corner of the Christian world, 
may excite a blush in many of his brethren in more fortu­
nate countries, and amid more opulent establishments. 
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Con- Com- Wbe-
Nameaof Narnea of the People in the Situation, 00- linn- muni. ther General abilities, 

Habftatioru Family. cupation, &4:. A,e, 
ed. cants. llbleto Conduct, &4:. 

read. 
-'" ---- --

Widow, and Clean 

Gudrun Sigurdardottir, and in-Storibotn owner of the 57 .Yea Yes Yes dustri- Well informed. 
. house, 

ous, 

Oddur Jonsson, 
. 

Widow's son, po. Do. Do. A good 19 boy, Well educated 

Hans Jonsson, Do. Do. Do. Do. Clever Not 80 good an 
19 at work, understanding 

Widow's as hiB- brother. 
Ingiborg Jonsdottir, daughter, 18 Do. Do. Do. A hope. Well informed. ful girl, 

Equally Above medio-
Gudrqn Jonsdottir, Do. 17 Do. Do. Do. ority in her good, abilities. 

Wigfus Gudmundson, }I 
An orphan 

No. A tract- Good under-kept by the 15 No. Do. able boy standing. widow, 

The books in this house are. the New Psalm-book; Vidalin's Sermons; Thoughts on the 
Nativity of Christ; Psalms relating to the Passion of Christ ; the Conversation of the Soul 
with itself ; Thoughts on the Passion; Dial-i.um; Thordir's J>.rayers; the New Testament, 
and a Psalm-book. 

ThyrilL orundr Giawson, 

Margret Thorstensdottir, 

Gudrun Eireksdottir. 

Gudmundr Grimson, 

horsdys S~mnsdottir, 

Hreppstiore, 
Elder or Con- 41 Yes Yes 

stable, 

His wifu, 53 Do. Do. 

Her daugh-
ter by a for- 19 Do. Do. 
mer husband, 

Serva~t man, 25 Do. Do. 

42 Do. Do. 

S 

8 -

Tel IS-

Yes posed 
and 

clean, 

Do. Good 
charac-

ter, 

oderate abi· 
litjes. 

Piously dis­
posed. 

Do. Afi IhoP1e. WellinfOl'med. 
u glr, 

Hehas neglect­
A-faith- ed his improve. 

Do. fulla- ment, and is 
bourer, therefore ad­

monished. 

Do. ra;~h}ut Wellinformed. 

trac 
able 

child, 

Tract-

Has 6nished 
r catechism' 

-to be con-
firmed. 

8 ___ able aodb)e~'he 
obedi- cateclailm. 
'ent, 

The books in the houae are, the Old Psalm-book aDd the New one; Vidalin'. Sermons; 
Vidalin' Doctrines of Religion; Fast Sermons; Seven Sermons; Psalm-bow; Sturm's 
Meditation. (translated into Icelandic) ; Bible Extract!! ; Rilstholm's Religious Doctrine; /l 
Prayer-book; and a New Testament belonging to the church. 
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This tahle is extremely interesting in many points of view. 
Besides ~howjng the great attention of Mr Hialtalin to the 
tluties of his o11ice. it exhibiled in some degree the character 
of the people. the importance they attach to religious and 
moral dispositiolls, and the attention l\ hich is paid to euuca­
tion even among the IO\\ er claS~('b. By attending to the Ib,t 
of names, the manner of forming the !!Iirname amon~ the 
Icelanders may be ohserycd. The son take,; the Chri~tjan 
name of his father, and adds 8011 to it for his sirnanlc; and 
the daughter anncJ\..(·S dotlir in the same manner. A si milar 
custom is ,,\'('n known to ha\'c given rise to many English sir­
names. In Scotland, the word Alae, signifying son, was pre· 
fixed. Thc incouyenience of tbis mode is not felt in I celand, 
where the populatiun i ~ so m.uch sc~ltt'rc(l. There are, how. 
c,,('r, instances here also, ill which R ~irnamc has been p(:'r~ 
pctuated, as in the family of the Stephensons. 

\Vc ~kpt vcry comfortably in til(' dll1rch at Saurbar. 
Befun' 1<·adng 1i1e place the following morning. we inocu· 
lated, ,\ ilh the yuccinc YiI'u~, the mjni~ter's ddcst daughter, 
n fine heal1hy-lookillg: girl, about t\\"cnty ),C'ars of age. 'Ve 
also iqocnlated a )'ollng<,'r child; and a third was brought to 
us, but findillg hi s aml co\'cl'<,'cI with itch, we cleclillcd wasting 
matter on him, haying formerly had experi(·ncc of the inef· 
ficacy of illo('ulatin~, when any considerable cutaneous crup~ 
tion existed. The itch is a \'ery common disease in tbis coun· . , 
try, and it seems to be thought conducive to gener81 health. 
Having infurmed Mr HialtaHn how to treat the cowpox in 
its progress, and to save the crusts, ami showed him ~ow he 
might inoculate from them with a penknife or a needle; we 
took leave of his hospitable family. Our host himself, put­
ting on a cocked hat, and taking his staff in his hand, ac­
companied us about a mile, in order to show us the road. 
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We travelled along the shor~ of the Hval Fiord, lhrough 
a flat swampy country, lying hetween the mountains ahoy(' 
Saurbar, and Akkrcfcll, a mountain which form s the head. 
land between the ~yal Fionl and Borg-arfiorcl. Oil the low 
ridges ahoyc Saurhar, and stretching westward , \\ e o\)'wn-ed 
some patches of stunt ed iJin.:h-wood , the fir~t thill~ of the 
kind wc had se'en in Iceland_ \Vc passcil son1<' small lak<'". 
one of which formeu a sort of basoll, dose to the Ihal }~ionJ. 
'So that a "cry little labour wonhl be sufficient to drain off the 
whole of the watt'r. This Ilay was olle of the warmest W~ 
experienced in Iceland. At two o'dock 1' . M. the thermo~ 

meter stOOl I at 6Y, while a. pretty &trong breeze prc,-ailcd. 
In the ~ t1n , at the same hour, the degree was S{). 

Passing round !fte mountain of Akkrcfell , we came in ~i~hl 
of Illdreholl1l, tilt" hnnse' of t he Chief .J ll~ti ("c Stephenson, frotH 

whom we hau received an invitation Wllt'll Wl' ~aw "iHi at Rd· 
ki.wik, &00 11 after our arriral in leeiaml. It i., !)ituutc in a 
large extent of fiat, hoggy ground , stretchjn.~ from the ha')c 
of the mountain to the 'i('a, ill tIlt' sa llle manllt'r a:-. the traet 
under Esian; but eontainillg Illllch more vcnlun', and hcttl' r 
gra~s, Behind is til " lufty autl pre(,ipitous IlJ(Hllltain , whidl, 
in passing along, had attracted our particular notict', on i.H.; . 

count of the disclosure of its internal st ructurt' , alnlO~t from 
top to bottom, in a precipice not much short of two thou· 
sand feet in height. We arrhred at the house ahout tiVl~ o'clock. 
In appearance", it is rather a group of buildings than a s in~le 
habitation; and, together with the outhouses aud church, 
looks like a little village. 

'Ve were received very cordially, and were ushered into 
the best room by I\Ir Stephenson. who met us at the door. 
Almost immediately a~ter we had seated ourselves, the ladies 
of the family made their appearance; and we had C<IIfee, 
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:wine, biscuit, and English cheese, set before us. . Thi~ was 
. merely a prelude to a more substantial dinner, or rather sup­

per, which was brought in at 8 0' clock. It consisted of boil­
ed salmon, baked mutton, potatoes (from England), 'sago 
and cream, London porter, and excellent port wine. _. We 
had no doubt that the ladies, who had prepared. and brought 
in th~ dishes, would partake of it; and, on our declining to 
take our seat before they had placed themselves at table, we 
were surprised when told that they had' already dined, . The 
females, of the highest, as well as Qf the lowest. rank, as in 
fortner times in our own country, seem to be regarded as 
mere ervants. During our repast, our hostess stood at the 
door looking at us; while her daughter, and another young 
'Woman, were ac~ively employed in changing the plates, and 
running backwards and forwards for whatever was wanted. 
Occasionally the lady assisted in the rites of hospitality; and 
next day, when restraint was somewhat worn off, she and the 
young ladies chatted and joked with us; lau'ghing heartily at 
our broken Icelandic, which was mixed .with English and 
broken Danish, neither of which they understood. 

While busily engaged with our viands, our ears were aU 
at once struck with musical sounds. Having heard nothing 
of the kind before in d, e cept miserable scraping 
of the fiddle iQ the ·BeiLld&~1R: l)aJJt.«fI~~j!ll9.PI~u.r~ 
deri 
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inspection, consists of a narrow wooden box, about three 
feet lOng, bulging at one end, where there is a sound-hole, 
and terminating at the other like a violin. It ha three bra 
wires stretched along it, two of which are tuned to the samE" 
note, and one an octave lower. One of the two passes over 
little projections, with bits of wire on the upper part. The e 
are so placed, that when the wire above them is pressed down 
by the thumb-nail, the different notes are produGed on draw­
ing a bow across; and the other wires perform the arne of,. 
fice as the drones of a bagpipe. In short it is simply a roo., 
nochord, with two additional strings, to form a sort of bass, 
When the instrument is near, it sound rather harsh; but, 
from an adjoining room, especially when two. are playing 
together, as was the case when we first heard the music, the 
effect is very pleasing. The tunes. we heard played were chief­
ly Danish and Norwegian. Mr Stephenson's dauO'hter made 
us a pre ent of her Lang-spiel, from which his description 
and the drawing ' were taken. 

The young ladies did their best to entertain us with sing­
ing; but the mode they had of screwing, not rai ing, their 
voices to a pitch neyer before attempted, reminded us of 
an error not unfrequent in our own count~y, where musical 
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proficiency is too often only a di play of feats of art, which 
have no ref~rence whatever to the emotions which natural 
melody is calculated to excite. . 

. Mr Stephen on's family is the only one in Iceland that can 
be aid to cultivate music at all. He hi,!Dself plays upon a 
chamber-organ, which be brought from Copenhagen a few 
year ago. . 

Thi gentleman, who has been already mentioned as at the 
bead of the Icelandic courts of justice, and a privy coun­
sellor of. Denmar~ with the title of Etatsraad, has been 
very a iduou .in his endeavours to distinguish himself in the 
walk of literature. He bas had great mt!rit in recommend­
ing the pursuit of knowledge to his countrymen; and ha 
him elf '\ ritten variou wOTks on politics, history, and mo­
ral. All these amount to about twenty different books; 
and he had in the press, at the time we were in his ' house, 
an additional work on the Polity of Iceland. He is the owner 
of a very good library, consisting probably of seven or 
eight hundred volumes, among which are a number of Eng­
Ii h works, hi tory, .novels, and poetry; and a valuable col­
lection of Icelandic books and manuscripts. In his house 
i al 0 th library belonging to a society, whit.:h will be par­
ticularly mention d in the chapter on the pre ent state of li­
terature in Iceland. 

The family of Mr Stephenson consists of his lady, the 
Fru Stephen on, a her title stands .; his daughter, intitled 
the Frukin, or young lady hip, a tall, lively girl, apparent­
ly about twenty years of age, whose stiff and formal dress, 
of coarse blue cloth, but ill accorded with the laughter ever 

. present in her countenance; another young lady who is at 
present under the guardianship of Mr Stephenson; two sons, 
both of whom appear to be clever, intelligent youths; and an 

, 


