


Indreholm is,“on fhe ﬂ!bie, a ‘ ;
~is'so situate as to command a fine Vidw of the ’Fax‘é ‘Fibrd’ iﬁd,
~ of the mountains of thé Guldbring? and Kiosar Syssels Did
the climate permit the cultivation of corn, or the growth of
trees, it might become a very beautiful remdence. " The pas-
~ tures immediately round the place are very good, and adorn-
ed by a profusion” of the Statice armeria. Adjoining the
house are two small gardens, well inclosed with walls of turf,
in which cabbages, turmps, and sometimes potatoes, are cul-
tivated with success, for the Use of the fatmly ‘At a short
distance from the shore is a small island, crossing over to
which, at low water, we saw vast multitudes of Elder-ducks,
for whose convenience, rows of little - apartménts are con-
structed of stones, in different directions across the island.
About forty pounds weight of Elder-down are a,nnuaﬂy ob..
tained from this spot.’

Mr Stephenson has considerable property.
the country, as well as in other more remote dist;
land. In his own hands he holds lands sufficient for s‘.upport-:'
mgtwenty-ﬁve cows and tbfree hundred sheep H - hias tea--_‘
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which we had to climb ; but one for which we were
J n&ﬂd by the important ‘mineralogical facts oc-
o our Qbservuuon, which will elsewhere be spoken
g ,] The view from the pinnacle of the mountain,
hwh Walmost to hang over the plain below, was exten~
sive and interesting, comprehending a very considerable part
of ﬂw south-western district of Iceland. We. descended at
g.qmtﬁer part of the mountain, but with even more risk than
h.ud p.tmnded our ascent. Availing ourselves of the convey-
ance by sea from Indreholm to Reikiavik, we left the speci-
mens we had collected here, and in the preceding part of our
lonmey, under the care of Mr Stephenson, being desirous of -
reserving our baggage-horses for further duties of the same
kind.

On the 2] st of June we left Indreholm, accompamed by
Mr Stephenpon and one of his nephews. The Chief Justice
was, on this occasnon, dressed in blue trowsers and a short
chket of thc same colour, the stuff coarse and warm. On
the KP of “‘f ddle was buckled a_pillow of blue plush,
!tuﬂ'adwuh .Elﬂ'-‘down We retraced our steps for about

,' ﬁm the emess;vq steepness of the faoa vl 5
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smth and havmg a gallery, ‘which is hy no»meam mm-
‘mon in the country churches of Iceland: The My of Sys-

~ selman Scheving s a tall, and rather handsome woman. She
~ was habited in the common dress of Icelandic females of the

higher class, except that the head-dress was merely a cap of

- blue cloth, with a tassel hanging from the top. At supper,

we had a dish set before us, made of the Iceland Lichen

- (Cetraria Islandica,) which we had hitherto scarcely ever seen

employed by the inhabitants of the country. The Lichen,
chopped small, is boiled in three or four successive portions
of water, to take off its natural bitterness, and then for an
hour or two in milk. When cold, this preparation has some-
- what of the form of a jelly, which is eaten with mllk or cream,
and makes a very palatable dish. ; .
On our arrival at Leira, we had observed, in a causeway
leading to the house, a fragment of stone, appearing to be
an incrustation, or deposit from water, and containing nu-
merous vegetable petrifactions.  Upon inquiry, we found
i of about a mile

from the Sysselman’s house. After guppef' Aﬂl set off, by
the light of an Icelandic midnight, to visit this s‘pring, being

guided to it by Mr Stephenson and his nephew. found
the water, which had a temperature of 138, issuing from
two or three small holes in the rock, and running into a
~stream which flows near the spot. A small cavu,y which has
been formed so as to receive the hot water.m mmﬁnallyr
employed as a bath!  Near the springs, we obsery

siderable extent of surface covered with cnmusf etri ns,
ewdenﬂy formed by deposition from some more. mgheutshot
spnugs, wbwh&wemw dwappmed Oumulk mﬁnwhqd




riz ,f;ffm the north, yet the light was mch as, even within
" “the house, to be sufficient for the perusal of the sma.llest type, |
Mthwt difficulty or inconvenience. -
' We left Leira next morning ; and the Sysselman atmded
us for some miles. We visited in our way the only printing-
-office now in Iceland, which is close to Leira, in a small and
miserable wooden building, situate in the midst of a bog.
‘This establishment is at present kept up by the literary society,
- of which Mr Stephenson is at the head. He has the sole ma-
‘nagement of the press; and few other people now give it
employment ; none likin’g to submit their works to a censor
who is reckoned too severe, but perhaps without much reason.
This state of the press is, however, extremely injurious to the
literature of Iceland. Two men are engaged in the printing-
office: they have a press of the common construction, and
make their own ink of oil and lamp-black. There are eight
founts of types ; six Gothic, and two Roman; with a few Greek
characters. We found a small collection of books, which had
been printed within the last few years, and remained here for
sale. We -‘T“s ased several of these, among which was Pope’s
Euay on Man, translated into Icelandic verse. Durmg the
last r, the printing-office, with all its contents, was very
nearw pt away by a flood ; and, at the present t:me, the
building is in a state of wretched repair.

- Leaving the plain of Leira, we began the ascent oftbe
Eastern Skards-heid?, or mountain-road. Part of this range
&% ‘mountains, which divides the Borgatfiord Syssel into two

4 “‘ ’J‘il mmmly *loﬁy and pvempataus; md’ the pﬂs

“, %m o lmght ofnat lem thm a thmﬂ'wt
son each side of the pass, however,
B grtiek cifiony: snd enme. of e m"m"““ﬁ““




ot mﬁt\dycovered *mth snow. l&ﬁh&kif thisrasc
~ took several cavalcades of horses, mmmiﬂg’-.» us
parts of the coasty loaded with dried fish, th@f&iawfstack of
~ the farmers to whom they belonged. The Icelandic peasants
 who were guiding these cavalcades, addressed us in’the lan=

' - guage of salutation as we passed them ; this being the invaria-

ble custom in every part of the island. In some of the par-
~ ties, we observed as ‘many as ten or twelve hbrdes, éach beﬁ'h .
ing its respective burthen of fish. ‘
‘Just as we had gained the lnghest part of the mountam.‘
pass, we saw rain approaching, and had only time to cast
our eyes over the wide and extensive valley of the Huitaa,
‘or White River, which now lay beneath us, bounded on each
side by a magnificent range of hills; ‘and the view terminated
towards the north, by mountains entirely covered with snow.
The stream of the Huitaa, and of other smaller rivers wind-
ing over the broad'expanse 'of ‘the valley, and meeting the
‘eye at intervals, added much to the pleamng features of the
landscape 5 Maine Ltak o
Not far from the place where we begaﬁ to eﬂd’ we
observed a lofty and very remarkable mountain, called Honn,
onour right hand. It is a couiplete four-sided pyramid,
composed of regular beds of rock;  piled one above aﬁ*othm |
- and diminishing to a point; and forming the steps, as it
‘were, of a-huge staircase. - When near the bottom of the‘hiﬂ
we went a little out of the road to examine some hot springs.
We found:the water gushing ' from several W*W di ,' nt
parts of the side of the hill. Hts temperature om 100"
to 132 ﬁﬂ%pﬁn&:& no ﬁncrhmﬁbw&ehig“foﬁfédf "m
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© After several tedious turnings and windings through bogs,
which we crossed not without considerable difficulty and dan-
ger, we arrived at Huaneyrd, the abode of Amimand Ste-
phenson, brother of the Chief Justice, and governor of the
western province of Iceland. The house of this gentleman
stands upon an eminence in the great plain or valley of the
Huitaa ; commanding, in front, a fine view of the arm of the
sea called the Borgarfiord ; behind, a still more striking view
of the Skards-heid® mountains, which we had lately passed.
There is nothing particular in the appearance or construetion
of the habitation, or of the farm buildings attached to it, The
only novelty to us was a small and rudely constructed wind-
mill, used for grinding rye, which we were informed was the
only edifice of the kind in Iceland.* ~ '

The rain was now heavy ; and we were glad to enter the
house, where we were kindly received by the Amtmand’s lady,
the daughter of a country priest; the Amtmand, with his
eldest son, being absent on an official tour through part of
his district.

- While supper was preparing, we amused ourselves mth
some English books which we found in the library in the sit-
ting room. Our evening repast consisted of veal and sal-
mon. . The salmon of the Borgarfiord rivers are particularly
good ; indeed, were we implicitly to credit the inhabitants of &
this district, there is nothing in it but what is peculiarly
excellent, and far surpassing any thing that is to he met
with elsewhere in Iceland. The best fish, the best cows, the
best sheep, the best horses, the best pasture, the best
every thing, was to be found in the favoured region of the
Borgarfiord Syssel, and more especially at Indreholm. Nor
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- were these praises bestowed without some appearance. of rea-

son. Though the extensive pastures of Borgarfiord Syssel,
and particularly those in the valley of the Huitaa, are mere
morasses, yet they yield a large quantity of grass, and sup-
port vast humbers of cows, horses, and sheep. The farm

‘ _ which Amtmand Stephenson holds in his .own hands, is rec-

koned the best in the island. He keeps upon it between thirty
and forty horses, fifty cows, and two or three hundred sheep ;.
and gets as much hay as suffices for the maintenance of this.
large stock during the long winters of Iceland. The district
of Borgarfiord is hkemse remarkable for the vast number of
swans frequenting it, which are particularly numerous in the
extensive marshes below Huaneyre. On the morning after
our arrival, we counted forty of them Wlthln a short distance.
of the house. y

Our breakfast, at Huaneyre, consisted of salmon, boiled
sorrel, sweet cakes, excellent coffee, sago jelly, alarge tureen
full of rich cream, rye-bread, and biscuit. We had reason
to_expect to find here the perfection of Icelandic cookery ;

" for the Amtmand’s first wife was the authore&s of a work on

that art, which is held in great esteem, and of which we each
treated ourselves with a copy from the Leira prmtmg -office.
Thls family, with respect to manners and domestic economy,
was much the same as that at Indreholm.. |
_ After breakfast, we took our leave, still accompanied by
tl\e Chief Justice, who was resolved to attend us to the verge
of the Borgarfiord Syssel He conducted us for several miles

'through the bogs and. swamps by which Huaneyr? is com-

pletely surrounded, till at last we got to the place called

; "Hmtar-veﬂir, where there is a ferry over the Hmtaa. Thl‘s '
 river, yvh:ch.lg one of the !m‘gest in Icelgmd is here: con-
' tractéi’l in its channel by the ro

rocks, + whigh. rise. abruptly on

t
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' each szde, but the stream is very deep and rapid. It is very
properly 1 named the White River, as it has very nearly the
‘colour of milk and water, owing to the suspension of the
finer pamcles of clay; washed down from the Jokuls among
which it rises. - A clergyman, Arnar Jonson, who is Provost

of the Borgarfiord Syssel, lives at this place; and, while the .

people were employed in carrying our baggage over in a

boat, and causing the horses to swim across the river, we
went to his house and were treated with coffee. We here
parted with our friend Mr Stephenson, who had shewn us at
his house, and during pur short journey with him, a degree of
attention and kindness, for which he will always be entitled
to our gratitude.

Having crossed the river, we were told that it would be
necessary to send the boat up the stream, to carry us over
another branch of it, which we had still to pass. We walked
towards this second crossing-place, where, the baggage being
taken off, our horses were driven over ; the holes in the chan-
nel rendering it unsafe to have them tied together. The
breadth of this part of the river was about two hundred
yards; and it was not without considerable trouble that all

_got safely across. It now began to rain, which occasioned
“the rest of our day’s journey to be very uncomfortable, as we
had to pass through many swamps. ,The whole of the val-
ley of the Huitaa may not improperly be called a vast
morass. - The western sxde of it, which we had now reached,
bglaags to the district called the Myré Syssel ; a name lite-
rally s:gmﬁymg the Syssel of Bogs -The southern part of
this dut:wt, more especially, is so swampy that, durmg the

_ summer, it isin general wholly xmpaqgable thougb mwm:er, :

,‘%W msmn&lly be traversed upon the ice. We stopped

called Svigna-skard, wkere ye‘lmmd :
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~ a farm-house inhabited by the widow of a Synnm v@f
Myre, who died about a year before. The poor woman was
blind ; but her son and daughter, who managed the affairs of
the house, paid us every attention. We here found a small
room, which, though by no means elegant, nor remarkably
clean, we requested and obtained leave to occupy. In this
apartinent we discovered several old books belonging to
the late Sysselman, a few of whmh we purchased from the
famaly

We remained at Svignaaskard during the whole of the
next day; the rain still continuing very heavy. It being
Sunday, we saw some of the people setting out on horseback
for their parish church, which was at the distance of a few
miles. On leaving the house, they took off their hats, and,
putting them before their faces, continued for some time in
the act of prayer, while the horses went on.

We had for dinner here, a dish called skier, which is simi-
lar to one well known in Seotland by the name of Corstor-
phine ¢ream, or Hattit kit. In Iceland, it'is made by means
of sour whey ; in Scotland, by butter-milk, over which cream
or milk is poured, and allowed to remain till it has become
sour ; when the whey is suffered to run off by removing a
plug in the bottom of the vessel into wmmm materials were
put. - :

~ Inproceeding towards the interior of the country, more

cleanliness appears in the domestic habits of ‘the people.
Fresh fish is here an article of greater scarcity; and the
offences to the sight and smell, which are always found in
habitations where this is theprmdipalw wém f'ptbt |
perm asit is less used: by

m Mandaymmiag, the 25th, we Mﬂmm

nd cor our journey a little after four. Two or three




lmln were d-my', ocwm our Icelandic guides in load-
ing the horses, and making the other preparations for de-
parture ; though it is probable that an active Englishman
would have accomplished the same business in a third .
of the time. We were attended by a peasant from then @-
bourhood, as a guide, on account of a thick fog, which ob-
scured every thing around us. OQur route lay along the course
of a river, which came tambling over a rocky channel from
. the mountains forming the western boundary of the valley of
the Huitaa, We could not see further than fifty or sixty
yards before us ; but the rocky sides of the river being stud-
ded with birch shrubs, three or four feet in height, the scene
was, upon the whole, a pleasing one. We had to cross the
river occasionally ; and found the current so strong, that it
was with difficulty the horses could make their way across.
The pass over these mountains, which are called the Western
Skards-heidd, must be very grand in fair weather. Several
small lakes appeared in the hollows between the hills, from
which there issued large and rapid streams. The fog did net
begin to clear away till we found ourselves amongst lava, and
- were beginning to descend.: We had before observed slags
scattered about the sides of the mountains ; and were now:in
a hollow on the summit, bearing all the characters of the
volcanic country we had seen in the Guldbringt Syssel.
After winding amongst some steep and broken hills, we de-
scended into a mﬂey completely filled with lava, which, from
its being in many places covered with soil, appeared to be
very old. The rude and irregular rocky masses of which itis
Wmmm every possible variety of ferm;
and, in some places, being partially covered with moss, strik-
nghk;&p@p& of old castles or fortifications. We
ere informed MM&A& asmatmbofmw ougst the -
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~swamps towards the south, wiifeh has proba.bly proceeded
from the same source as the stream we now followed. At the
‘opening from the mountains of the valley through which the
lava has flowed, we saw a small group of cottages, called
‘Hraundalur,* and a wide extended plain, stretclung, on our
left hand, towards the sea. From the rugged appearance of
.many parts of it, we easily credited the account we had’re-
ceived of much lava existing in this quarter.

We now skirted along the base of the mountams, and
after travelling a few miles, came to the opening of an exten-
sive valley, the lower part of which is occupied by another
great stream of lava, apparently about two miles in breadth.
Having passed along the edge of this, by a very rough and
dangerous path, we at length reached a place called Stadar-

" hraun, where we found a small church, and the priest’s house,
situate on a small grassy.spot, almost entirely environed by
rugged masses of lava. The priest had just mounted his
horse for the purpose of accompanying the Sysselman of
Myre, who was at this time travelling through his district. On
observing us, he dismounted ; and, after a little conyersation
with the Sysselman, who invited us to his house, the latter

_proceeded on his journey alone. The priest readily allowed
us to take up our night’s abode in the church; and provided
us with plenty of boiled milk ; with which, and a lamb we had
_purchased and roasted at Svigna-skard, we made % a tolera-
ble dinner. The night became extremely cold, the wind being
from the north, The sky was, however, remarkably clear ;

~and, from the door of the church, we had a fine view. of the

- Snafell Jokul, which, from our nearer a,pproach'm it, now
made a very magnificent appearancc

JeieRi
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‘We were informed of the existence of a mineral water near
this place, which the minister discovered, and which will be
more particularly noticed in the chapter on mmemlogy. u

‘Not hemg able to procure a guide, the priest offered to ac-
company us as far as Kolbeindstadr; and we resumed our
journey at seven in the morning.  Our companion, who was a
tall, aukward man, dressed in a very uncouth manner, exhi-
bited a sing‘ular figure when mounted on his poney; and the
effect was rather heightened by the ornamental trappings with
which the animal itself was decorated. We passed through the
lava by a winding and rugged path; and, as we went along,
observed many conical hills, which were evidently of vol-
canic formation. One of these, on the west side of the val-
ley, is remarkable. It'stands alone; is about 300 feet high ;
and is composed of slags and sand, having a rocky, scorified
looking mass at the top.. On some parts of the lava, where
sand and a little soil had accumulated, we observed birch shrubs
growing more luxuriantly than any we had before seen. At
the place where we descended and quitted the lava, it ap-"
peared to be the most considerable mass we had met with.

‘Having crossed a deep and rapid stream which skirts it, we
ai‘nved at the foot of a lofty range of precipitous mountains ;
among the debris of which we found abundance of zeolite:
On’ turning into the valley of Kolbeinstadr, which here is
several miles in width, we observed it to be filled, like many
other vallies in this district, partly with lava, “and partly with
bo ogs.: “In the flat towards the sea, we remarked a circular
crater abotrt sxxty ‘yards in diameter, surrounded by lava.
~ Other appedrances of the same kind occurred higher up the
gmney ; and wé saw likewise several conical hills reﬁemhw:g-' ;
“that just described, many of them of considerable height,
' mdexb«b:tmg'a surface of a reddmh bmu mlqatnademved'i s

)
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from the loose volcanic scoriz and sand of which they seem
to be composed. Before us, in the striking precipices of the

lofty mountain called Kolbeinstadr-Fialla, (or Fell), we saw

some horizontal beds of rock beautifully arranged in columns.
On the side of one of the mountains we were fortunate enough

to find a full-blown specimen of the Ranunculus Glacialis ;

for which plant, Mr Hooker, when in Iceland, had looked

~in vain. We never afterwards met with it,

We arrived at Kolbeinstadr about one o’clock, There isa
very decent church here, in which we dined; the good people of
an adjoining farm-house bringing us abundance of milk. They
remained in the church while we were engaged with our re-
past; and examined our appearance and dresses with the most
minute attention. The priest of Stadarhraun, who had par-
taken in our meal, here took leave of us. We proceeded,
under the direction of a peasant, towards Roudemelr, on the
opposite side of the valley; crossing, in our way, a broad
and rugged stream of lava, and traversing some very danger-

“ous and unpleasant bogs. When very near the end of our

T
gL =

journey, our guide and his horse suddenly sunk into the
swamp, but soon scrambled out. After this warning, we .
deemed it prudent to dismount, and proceed on foot, leay-
ing our horses to find their own way. The house and church
at Roudemelr, are placed under the termination of a vast
stream of lava, which here exposes a precipitous front of
considerable height. The farmer, an old man, undertook to
guide us to a spring of mineral water, which has been long
known, and much celebrated, in Iceland; and which Mr
Clausen had recommended us to visit. Winding round the
base of one of the conical volcanic hills which are so nume-,
rous in this valley, we came to the tpnng,abnuttwqmw
»thhnonbofnmdmlr huoalledOl-hlda, or the ale-

l
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well. wammm«mm of water, which was
’kept in constant and violent agitation by the escape of car-

‘bonic aad@ On Mng it, we found it to pmmﬁmtrong,
but grateful degree of pungency, very much like that of soda
water, after it has been exposed to the air for a few seconds.
As water highly impregnated, as this is, with carbonic acid
gas, has been known to produce some degree of intoxication,

" the mame may have been derived from this circumstance.
No water ran from the cavities, nor was there any other re-
markable appearance in’the vicinity of the spring. The tem-~
perature was 45°; precisely the same with that of an ad_]acent
stream. -

‘Near Roudemelr there is a very ﬁne range of columns in a
bed of rock, of which from fifteen to twenty feet are visible.
In general, along the whole extent, which is about half'a mile,
the columns are very thick ; many fragments which had fal-
len down, measuring five, and some six feet in diameter.
How far they extended under the surface, could not be as-
certained; but, from their thickness, it is probable that their
length is very considerable. Some of them were detached

several feet from the rock, and stood singly. The regularity
of this rock formed a striking contrast to the ruggedness of
the lava which has flowed near it.

We had already found so much advantage in the pknof
sleeping in the churches as we proceeded on our;;ouw
t/lmt we*dld‘not hesiﬁw to avail ourselves of the same ac-

‘ : nelr, though we found the church
&emhﬁewwm&m In almost all- these
edifices, there is a painting of the Lord’s Supper above the

., for t me etched both in design and ex-
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nndﬁbhx The farmer of Roudemelr was our guide ; but ha
was glad to procure thé . assistance of a peasant whom we
took up at a house in the way. The horses were often in greal
danger from sinking into the swamp; and every step
made with apprehension. Some idea of the difficulties spﬂ -
danger of ‘this stage may be formed, when it is stated, that -
we spent five hours in going eight miles on horseback, We
saw, in the course of our day’s journey, several Ice :
tents, pitched in green spots, where the horses employed in
carrying goods could feed. The tents used by the natives of
the country are made of woollen stuff, and formed like a mar-
quee, but very small. They are supported by two poles and
a rail; and stretched by means of small cords fastened by
stones, or sometimes by wooden pegs. The baggage was
heaped up round the outside of the tents which we passed in
our way to Miklaholt. Some of the people were going for
_fish, and others returning with it from the coast. They had
stopped on account of the weather, about which an Icelandﬁn i
is much more apprehensive than his general habits would
seem to indicate.

‘Miklaholt is situate on a small ‘eminence, completely SUT=
rounded by morasses ; and consists of a church, the priest’s
house, and a few cottages. The priest was not at home when
we arrived, but soon made his appearance. His wife receiv-
ed us with every demonstration of kindness; and, shewing
us into a.small room, the furniture of which consisted of a
bed, two tables, a benech, and a few boxes, prepared some
coffee for us. 'When the husband, a tall, good looking man,
returned, he displayed an equal degree of kindness and at-
tention. ﬂe was extremely fond of snuff; and we rem-

egm " ity by a present afm M‘Eagﬁsh“"
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of woiod but the better sort of peoplf have them madé of
t@g tooth of the sca-horse, or walrus, and omamented wit:h nl.
_ver. Their common shape is seen in the vignette, which is taken
‘,.from one that was presented to us by Mr Slmonson of Reikia-~ -
vik. Thc snuff is put in at the ‘bottom, and taken out at the

' sm&ller end, and laid on the back of the hapﬂ from whence

it is drawn into the nose. In wmdy weather, thuend of the

box is put into the nostril, and the snuff i is poured out. The

quantlty of snuff taken by the Icelanders is very great, and it

constitutes one of the most important of the few luxuries
which they can be said to enjoy.

Early in the morning we began to preparé for our depart-

e, and were, as usual, a little disturbed by the curiosity of

the people, who crowded round us in the churchyard, and

. ~watched all our movements- with the most minute attention.
‘ The minister, habited very much like an English sailor, under-

teok to guide us through the bogs. Wewere told that we should _

o _not find the waythrough them, on this side of Miklaholt,so bad

as on the other, as there was a bridge constructed for the accom-
modation of passengers, This bridge we found to be no other
than a narrow and deep ditch, with loose, sharp stones at the

SNUVFF BOX
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een the mountains and thcm Rdidnotdtﬁ’erm any
uepect from the many streams of lam we had m before
Near Bndem;ad we found another mmenl water, the mte
of which was similar to that of Lymehouh tbe temperature
m#ﬁ‘« oy

Jnapproachmg Buderstad, it was nece:sary for usto aroaa
anme small inlets of the sea ; and as the tide was flowing, and
the crecks were of considerable depth, we did not woomphsh
this without much difficulty. OQur friend, the Provost, how-
ever, brought us safely to the end of our day’s journey at
* Buderstad, which place we found situate on the edge of lava,
in the same manner as Havnefiord. Thisis one of the ng
stations of Iceland ; and cousists of a merchant’s house, a
large wooden storehouse, a church, and a considerable num-
ber of cottages. The house is coustructed of bricks, which
have been brought hither from Denmark. We were received
by Mr Gudmundson, its inhabitant and the prmqpal person ’
of the place, with every demonstration of uli!zy ~He is a
prchant,andhuqmnecnom at Belkhm;,' N tCopen-
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:w m no small suqmbe among the group of people ko
were watchmg our motions. But this changed to astonish-
W he f}f;ollowmg us into the home, they saw us carefully
’ ;'wrappmg our specxmens in paper Whether they tli‘ﬂu@ht us
3 '.very w1sa or veny foolish, we could not ascertain,
Prbvost Jonson took his leave in the eVemng, and re%um-
ed to Stadarstad, havmg prevmusly made us promlse that we
would erfe to hun on our return to Britain. In Mr Gud-
~ mundson’s house we passed the mght tolerab’ly well, bemg
: dlsturbea. only by the crowmg of a cock, which took up its
lodging in the room where we had fixed our beds. We had
a plentiful breakfast the next morning, of mutton, cheese,
_rye bread, and coffee, and deparbed highly pleased mth the
' tion we had received.
* Our next stage was to Stappen, farther along the coast
' "iewards the west. We found the lava of Buderstad, which it
was necessary to cross in our way, far more rugged than any
~ we had met with. Numerous rents and chasms of great depth
presented themselves on every side; and it was with much
difficulty and a considerable degree of danger that our horses
got across by a winding path, in many places exceedingly
steep and rough. On examining one of the caverns which
‘oceur in this lava, it appeared to have been formed in a man-
ner similar to those we had seen in the Guldbringé Syssel.
We penetrated into it about 40 yards upon the surfaeg of*the
congea]ed snow, which forms its pavement e O
After much time spent in crossing this lava, which is here
two or three mxles in breadth, we at last reached the bay of

. Eghert Olffaon pgrtxcu]uly Sading Tha et o o!‘w u ‘r.
stad ; and epdumun to. apcaunt for the vast caves and fissures which pppear in
osin tghpt the water of the sea obtamed access to the lava, wlnle yet
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!,unpect from the mhay streams gf ltm we hnd m.‘n before
~ Near Budeutad we found another mmeral wahr, the taﬂte
of which was similar to that of Lymehouh the tempemture
bt Jn .;pproachmg Buderstad it was necessary for ns m cross
- some small inlets of the sea ; and as the tide was ﬁowmg. and
the creeks were of considerable depth, we did not accomphsh
thu without much difficulty. Our friend, the Provost, how-
‘ever, brought us safely to the end of our day’s journey at
- Buderstad, which place we found situate on the edge of lava,
in the same manuer as Havnefiord. Thisis one of the %ﬂmg
stations of Iceland ; and consists of a merchant’s house, a
large wooden storehouse, a church, and a considerable num-
ber of cottages. . The house is coustructed of bricks, which
have been brought hither from Denmark. We were. received i

by Mr Gwimmdm; its mhahunnt and &he pn veapa.l person
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a.tn mte ug small surpue mcmg tha group of people who
 were Mchlng our mouons. But this changed to astonish-
: ment, when fo‘l]owmg us into the home, ‘they saw us carefully
e
wrapy}n g gur specunem in paper. Whether they(ﬁmught us .
| very w wise or v very foolish, we could not ascertain. =
Provost Jonson took his leave in the evening, and reium-
ed to Stadarstad havmg prevmusly made us promlse that we
would write to him on our return to Britain.  In Mr Gud-

mundson s fxoute we pa.ssed the mgbt tolerab?y wéﬂ';” ﬁe:

lodgmg in the room whcr-re we had ﬁxed our beds. We had
plentlful breakfast the next morning, of mutton, cheese,
Ty, bread and coffee, and departed highly pleased with the
, a n we had received.
~ Our next stage was to Stappen, farther along the coast
; fpwards the west. 'We found the lava of Buderstad, which it
was necessary to cross in our way, far more rugged than any
~ we had met with. Numerous rents and chasms of great depth
presented themselves on every side; and it was with much
difficulty and a considerable degree of danger that our horses
got across by a winding path, in many places exceedingly
steep and rough. On examining one of the caverns which
oceur in this lava, it appeared to have been formed in a man-
ner similar to those we had seen in the Guldbringd Syssel.
We penetrated into it about 40 yards upon the surﬁieeof the
congealed snow, which forms its pavement.* :
‘After much time spent in crossing this lava, which is here

“two or three miles in breadth, we at last reached the bay»pf
S

. Eghert Old‘aon qutwuhrlydescnhu t.he BuMnun, or hva of Mr.

ntad MM‘W to account for the vast caves and fissures which pmf in

by suppo, the water of the sea obtamed acceas to the hva, wlnle yet
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”fo?gd in's surveying the coasts‘ Ic
Eghert Olafson, one of the most. inent gmruhsts,of iceland
in 'mpdem times, asserts that, by barometrical measurement, .
ks -ﬂ fo‘uhd ﬂxb’-heaght of the mounmin to be not. less ﬁxaa 000
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) T rock, and in the distance, the fine ﬁngdmf mountains,
whlch stretches along the peninsula towards theeast. On the

10 be seen, both with respect to the picturesque appear-.
hey present, and also from the mterestmg facts tﬁby
) the attention of the geologist. '
¥ proceeded along the coast, till mhermpted bynbmad
1d rugged stream of lava, the characters of which were differ-

ent from any we had before surveyed It originated in some
-part of the Snzefell Jokul ~and had flowed into the sea; but
we could not discover any way by which we might safely reach
the place where it had met the water. The lavas of this dis-
trict are very ancient; no eruptions having taken place, either
from the Snafell Jokul, or from any part of the adjacent
range of mauntmm since the island first became M
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‘We remained at Stappen nearly two days, occupied in

the survey of the various interesting objects in its vicinity.
On the second day of our stay here, we took a boat for -
the purpose of examining from the sea the columnnﬁ éfl
and caves already described, which in many points are thus
seen more advantageously than they can be from the “shore. P -
We saw on the beach at Stappen several sharks that had
been taken for the sake of the oil of the liver, and the
skin: two or three of these fish were of very large size.
In several parts of Iceland, particularly on the northern
and north-western coasts, the shark fishery is a regular oc-
cupation. = Strong hooks fastened to chains, and baited with
muscles, &c. are anchored a little way out at sea, and the
fish, when caught, are towed on shore. Of the skin, shoes are
made; and some purts of the flesh are occasionally smoked,
. and used as food by the natives. It was long before we could
prevail on Madame Hialtalin to procure us a little of this de-
licacy 3 but when it did make its appearance, our noses were
assailed by so horrible an odour, that we were glad to have
it removed as soon as possible. i

It was our original design to have attempted the ascent of
the Snafell Jokul from the side of Stappen; but having been
disappointed in this by the foggy state of the weather, we took
leave of our kind hostess on the 2d July, and set out for Olafs-
vik, on the northern coast of Snefell’'s Syssel, to visit Mr
Clausen. On our leaving the house at Stappen, we were
- honoured by the display of the Danish flag, which was hoisted -
on the roof. We retraced our steps for a few miles, gnd then,
by a pass called the Kamskard, began to ascend the 1 mountains.
There are different routes by which one can reach Olafsvik from
Stuypen That round the coast, by the west side of the J okul,
is W dangerous, and we preferred the one we took, as being

(
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- doubtful appearanoe of the day, Mr Holland and myself, with
¢ our mterpreter, and one of our guides, who was very desirous
< of accompanying us, put ourselves under the direction of a
¢ stout Icelander, who undertook to be our leader in the ascent
¢ of the Jokul. He, however, honestly confessed, that he had
¢ never been higher up the mountain than the verge of the
< perpetual snow, as the sheep never wandered beyond that
< limit ; but this was also the case with the other inhabitants
¢ of the district. Every one of us provided himself with an
¢ Iceland walking staff, furnished with along spike at the end;
< and, in case of need, we carried some pairs of large coarse
4 worsted stockings of the country manufacture. 'We like-
¢ wise had our hammers and bags for specimens, a compass
< and thermometer, a bottle of brandy, with some rye-bread
< and cheese.
¢ Thus equipped, we set forward on our march ; and hay-
« ing passed two or three cottages, whose inhabitants gazed
< with wonder at our expedition, we directed our course in
< nearly a straight line towards the margin of the snow. The
« nearer we approached it, vegetation became more and more
¢ scanty, and at length almost entirely dmn:ppeamd. After
$ walkmg at a steady pace for two hours, in which time we
¢ had gone about six miles, we came to the first snow, and
prep red ourselves for the more arduous part of our enter-
prize 'l‘heroﬁbemg‘mw alike new to all, we were as
e compehentns our gmdes to the direction of our further
¢ course. The summits of all the surrounding mauntams
P yemoemed with mmf*hutm«fwd” s perfectly
< and as the sun didndtd\&re S0 hnghtwib zzle our eyes
wmmmueuthhemw,wu ertained good
Wi+ s aocomp‘lwhmg our purpose. g \ s
i ascent m not very dimu, m& tﬁemm smuy _
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¢ soft to yield to the pressure of our feet. After that time
¢ the acclivity was steeper, the snow became harder, and
¢ deep fissures appeared in it, which we were.obliged to cross,
¢ or to avoid by going a considerable way round. These fis-
¢ sures presented a very beautiful spectacle; they were at
¢ least thirty or forty feet in depth, and though not in gene-
¢ ral above two or three feet wide, they admitted light enough
¢ to display the brilliancy of their white and rugged sides. As
¢ 'we ascended, the inferior mountains gradually diminished
‘ to the sight, and we beheld .a complete zone of clouds
¢ encircling us, while the Jokul still remained clear and dis-
¢ tinct. ' From time to time the clouds, partially separating,
¢ formed most picturesque arches, through which we descried
¢ the distant sea, and still farther off, the mountains on the
¢ opposite side of the Breide-Fiord, stretching northwards
¢ towards the most remote extremity of the island.
¢ In the progress of our ascent, we were obliged frequently
- ¢ to allow ourselves .a temporary respite, by sitting down for
¢ a few minutes on the snow. ~About three o’clock, we ar-
¢ rived at'a chasm, which threatened to put a complete stop
¢ to our progress. It was at least forty feet in depth, and
¢ nearly six feet wide; and the opposite side presented a face
¢ like a wall, being elevated several feet above the level of the
¢ surface on which we stood ; ‘besides which, from the falhng
* in of the snow in the interior of the chasm, all the. part on
¢ which we were’ sta.ndmg ‘was undermined, so that we were
* afraid to approach too “near the brink lest it should give
< way. Deum;mned, hqwever, not to renounce the bope of
o p&lsmglﬂus barrier, we followed its course till we found a
¢ place %memdbhe attempt. The»oppome bank was
re not above four feet high, and a mass of snow formed
s bnﬂge; awcry insecure one indeed, across the chasm.

Z




£ Smddmg upon the brink, we cut with our poles three or four

¢ steps in the bank on the other side, and then, stepping as

¢ lightly as possible over the bridge, we passed one by one to
¢ the steps, which we ascended by the help of our poles. The
¢ snow on the opposite side became immediately so excessively
¢ steep, that it required our utmost efforts to prevent our
¢ sliding back to the edge of the precipice, in which case we
¢ should inevitably have been plunged into the chasm. This
¢ dangerous part of our ascent did not continue long; and
¢ we soon found ourselves on a tolerably level bank of snow,
¢ with a precipice on our right about 60 feet perpendicular,

¢ presenting an appearance as if the snow on the side of the

- * mountain had slipped away, leaving behind it the part on
¢ which we stood. We were now 'on the summit of one of the

« three peaks of the mountain ; that which is situated farthest
¢ to the east. We beheld immediately before us a ﬁssure
greatly more formidable in width and depth tha.n any we

.me,fmﬂesswmmmh,migut, abare ex-
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¢ had passed, and which, indeed, offered an insuperable ob- .
-« stacle to our further progress. The highest peak of the
¢ Jokul was still a hundred feet ahbve"ns,mndidﬁer looking
- * at it sometime with the mortification of disappointment, and
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¢ Greenland, the faountain of Snaefell Jokul may be seen on
¢ one side, and a lofty mountain in Greenland on the other.
It is difficult to ascertain how far this is an accurate state-
¢ ment. = The distance between the two countries at this place
¢ cannot be less than eighty or ninety leagues.

¢ The clouds now began rapidly to accumulate, and were
¢ visibly rolling up the side of the mountain ; we were there-
¢ fore anxious to’' quit our present situation as speedily as
¢ possible, that we might repass the chasm before we were in-
¢ volved in mist. Our first object, however, was to examine
¢ the state of the magnetic needle, which Olafson in his travels
¢ asserts to be put into great agitation at the summit of this
¢ mountain, and no longer to retain its polarity. What may
¢ be the case a hundred feet higher, we cannot affirm; but
¢ at the point we reached, the needle was quite stationary, and,
¢ as far as we could judge, perfectly true. We then noted an
¢ observation of the thermometer, which we were surprised ‘to
¢ find scarcely so low as the freezing point; and after an ap-
¢ plication to the brandy bottle, began with great care to re-
¢ trace the footsteps of our ascent. We found re-crossing the
¢ chasm a work of no small danger ; for whenever we stuck
¢ our poles into the snow bridge, they went directly through.
¢ The first person, therefore, who crossed, thrust his pole deep
¢ into the lower part of the wall, thus affording a point of sup-
¢ port for the feet of those who followed ; Mr Holland, how-
¢ ever, who was the second in passing over, had, notwithstand-
¢ ing, a narrow escape, for his foot actually broke through the
¢ bridge of snow, and it was with difficulty he rescued himself
¢ from falling into the chasm beneath. We were scarcely all
¢ -safe on the lower side of the chasm, when the mist surround-
¢ ing us, made it extremely difficult to keep the tract by which
¢ we had ascended the mountain. When we came opposite

-
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¢ to a small bank which we had remarked in our ascent as
¢ being free from snow, we desired our guide to remain where
¢ 'he was, that we might not lose the path; while we went to
¢« examine that spot. We found the bank to be almost entirely
¢ composed of fragments of pumice and volcanic scoriz. After
¢ our return to the former tract, we made the best of ourway
¢ back to Olafsvik, which we reached at about a quarter past
€ six, to the great surprise of every one ; for we were scarcely
< expected till the following morning ; such is the reverential
¢ awe inspired by the Jokul. None of our party seemed more
¢ gratified with the exploit than our guide, who having always
¢ been accustomed to look upon the Jokul as some invincible
¢ giant, greatly exulted in this victory over him; but we after-
¢ wards learned, that he found considerable difficulty in mak-
¢ ing his friends credit his narrative of the ascent.
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¢ Thermometer at different stages.

¢ At 11 o’clock on the shore . . . . . 58 Fahren.
—12  onthemountain . . . 56 '

1 . verge of thesnow . . . 43°

@ Bt Sl St g R A R U

e S Sl St S R e e N

3 17 min. at the highest point . . 34"

On the snow at the same time . . 32°%

|1 ¥ |

We remained three |days with Mr Clausen at Olafsvik,
During this time several - persons came to us for medical ad-
vice; and we inoculated a great number with the vaccine
virus, The nearest medical practitioner resides at Stikkes-
holm, about forty miles distant.

. During our stay at Olafsvik the weather was remarkably
clear and serene, and even oppressively warm Having a good
opportunity from the situation of the place, of observing the
setting and rising of the sun, it was found by Mr Holland on-
the night of the 5th July, that it remained under the horizon
exactly two hours and thirty-five minutes, Previoysly to set-
ting, i hm‘q;’mfw a long time on the Herge, of the hquzon 'and

a i : :w e bright

5 mwamw‘wmm only 12 feet fmntbeelevmoa.huhhb- i
L @\.hk;mdahemhowmmhmtﬁnmﬁmyhy;
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glow of the luminary was completely vnsxble, and the light
suﬁmgnt for the pursuance of the most minute occupatxon.y
We were at this time in latitude 64° 58 N.

‘While in Mr Clausen’s house, we’ felt qmte at ease. No
obtrusive curnosnty, ho restraint, incommoded us in our pur-
suits ; and our host, haying taught hunself Engllsh was able,
w1t.hout the uncertain assistance of an mterpreter, to gu’e us
much information relative both to the topography and com-
mercial concerns of Iceland. He had only a collection of
voyages, and a volume of Rodenck_ Random, in English ; most
of his books in that language being at Copenhagen. He had
travelled through several countries of Europe, and at this
time talked of going to England, which purpose he has since
accomplished.

In a walk which we took along the coast towards the west,
on the last evening of our stay at Olafsvik, we saw a great
number of seals, at several of which we fired, but without
success. These animals are particularly numerous on the
shores of the Breide-Fiord.

We left the hospltable house of Mr Clausen on the 6th of
July, and pursued our: journey to Grunnefiord, having the
intention of varying our returning route along the peninsula,
by following the line of its northern coast. We deviated -
from the road about four miles from Olafsvik, to examine
some rocks which formed a promontory overhanging the sea.
‘(ﬁ_rocks were columnar, and covered with vast numbers
Wakes. which took wmg on our approacb ‘and almost
darkened the air. We here saw two large sea eagles, which
prey upon the water fowl, and are very destructivé to the
Eider-ducks. Whenever the eagles passed over the rock, the
~ noise made by the kntt;wakes stunned our ears. The columns
¥ formmg this promontory arg for the most part. vertlcal and
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about sixty feet in height. Some of them, however, are con-
torted in a very striking manner. They presented some curious
geological appearances, which will hereafter be noticed.

We now approached a place called Bulands-hsfde, where

_the only means of advancing is by a path on the face of a
precipice not less than a thousand feet high. To a consider-
able height, it is quite perpendicular above the sea, and the
path was in many places obliterated by the falling of the rocks
and gravel above it. A more difficult and dangerous track
cannot well be conceived. We were greatly alarmed lest some
of our horses should fall down ; but they passed safely, having
given remarkable proof of their steadiness and caution. This
pass is totally stopped during winter by ice and snow ; and
there are several instances of people who have perished in the
attempt to proceed along it..

All the way from Olafsvik to Grunnefiord, a distance of
nearly twenty miles, the mountain scenery is very fine. The
lofty precipices are varied in every form, and the summits of
the mountains are broken into a thousand abrupt and singu-
lar shapes. Cataracts are seen foaming and dashing from the
rocks, and noth'ing but wood .is wanting to- make this one of

_the most picturesque countries in the world.

There is one singular mountain not far from Grunnefiord,
called Sukker-Toppen (Sugar loaf) in the charts, from its
resemblance to a sugar loaf. Viewed from the east or west,
the top appears tabular ; but when surveyed from the north
or. south it is seen as a cone ending in a sharp point. Thus
it appeggs that the summit of athe mountain is an exceedmgly ’
narrow ges, -

We found the merchant’s bouse at Grunneﬁord (Green
fnth) situate at the head of an arm of the sea of the same
name, whxch is derived from the extensive green flat stretch»

{3
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ing from the sea towards the mountains. The merchant here;
Mr Miiller, was on the eve of departing from the place in
order to settle at Reikiavik, and bad got most of his goods
and furniture on board a sloop which was lying at anchor in
the bay. We were well received, and as well entertained as
Mr Miiller’s present circumstances would admit. We slept
very comfortably in a room in his house; and after the usual
salutations had been evaded by some of the party, and sub-
mitted to by others, we proceeded the next morning towards
Stikkesholm, which is about twenty-five miles distant. A
day’s journey of such a length was a serious undertaking,
impeded as we were by a long cavalcade of baggage horses ;
and had any bogs been in the way, it would: have been im-
possible to have travelled so far in one day.

Our route lay among mountains of a character similar to
those we had passed. In a sort of cleft of prodigious magni-
tude, we saw a fall of water about 150 feet high, dashing over
a rock, of a curious reticulated appearance from the veins
which intersect it, and afterwards rushing violently under
several arches of snow. The rock, and the whole surrounding
scenery, were very magnificent.

We had now to cross a steep mountam, on the other side
of .which we met with a stream of lava, and the country be-
yond it appeared to be entirely volcanic. The path through
this stream was much better than any we had seen in similar
situations, and we found very little difficulty in crossing the
lava, though it was fully as rugged as that at Buderstad. We

observed several cones composed of slags; and t ce of
the mountain which we passed, after crossmg the was
entirely covered with cinders. . .~ . 00

- Having at length come to a green spot, near a.cottagp,m
atonod to refrelh oumelvc; andawwses}:fl‘hepoor peoph

0w
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brought us some milk, which we were'glad to drink, although
we had recently witnessed a very disgusting instance of Ice-
landic uncleanliness on a similar occasion. We made our rustic
meal on the turf, our horses quietly grazing around us.

Crossing another stream of lava, near its termination on
the shore, we entered a low country, leaving the mountains
on our right hand. The indentations made by the sea obliged
us to proceed in a very zigzag direction towards Stikkesholm,
which is placed at the extremity of a small peninsula. Near
the isthmus over which we passed in entering this peninsula,
is a hamlet called Helgafell, or the Holy Hill, from its situa-
tion upon an eminence, with which certain superstitious ideas
and usages were in ancient times connected. - ‘On this spot
was established one of the earliest of those settlements which
the Norwegian emigrants made upon the coasts of Iceland.
While approaching Stikkesholm, we had several fine views of
the Breide-Fiord, which is here completely studded with small
rocky islands. Their number is stated to be 150, and this
does not seem to be an exaggeration of the fact. Many of
these islands contain vast numbers of Eider-ducks. Stikkes-
holm is singularly situate close to the sea amidst abruptly -
precipitous rocks, some of them columnar.

The houses are large, and, as well as the storehouses and
cottages, belong to Mr Thorlacius, a native of the country,
and reputed the richest man in Iceland. He lives at a place
called Bildal, in the district of Bardestrand. His factor Mr
Benedictson, another merchant, and Mr Hialtalin a surgeon,
(son to the venerable priest of Saurbar), occupy the houses
at Stikkesholm. The latter gentleman studied at Copenhagen,
and was about to settle in some town in Jutland about two
years ago, when he was ordered to: occupy a vacant medical
ntutm in Iceland. The district allotted to him is very ex-

2a '
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tensive, and his salary is only about I.12 per annum. The
profits arising from his practice during the first year of his
residence at Stikkesholm have not ‘exceeded L.6, and on this
pittance he must support a wife and family. '

_ Before the war between England and Denmark, Stikkes-
holm was a place of considerable traffic. The fishery begins
earlier than in the Fax¢-Fiord, and is very productive. Only
one vessel came hither during the last season, from Norway;
and our entertainers were of opinion, that the connection
intended to be established with England by the late proclam-
ation, would not remove their distresses. Mr Hialtalin was
in Copenhagen during the last attack upon that city, and his
house, and the greatest part of his property had been de-
stroyed by the bombardment. He shewed us an umbrella
which had been broken by a shot while he was sleeping under
it in a tent. It was not very agreeable to listen to these nar-
ratives, as we had nothing to say in vindication of the attack
on Copenhagen. Mr Hialtalin also spoke of some bad usage
he had met with from the captains of two English ships of
war, while he was on his passage to Iceland. He and Mr
Benedictson made many inquiries respecting the present state
of Europe, and were greatly astonuhed whentﬂldof t.he mar-
- viage of Bonaparte.

 We spent the following day, which was Sunday, in the
house of Mr Benedictson, at Stikkesholm.  During the early
part of the day, all the occupations of the people were sus-
pended, and many of them went to the mghbumug.chﬁrdh
at Helgafell ; but, at six o’clock in the évenin ening, gthe store-
houses were again opened, and the inhabitants place,
Tesuming their common dresses, went to woﬂi, dé"fhsual This
is the case meveryMafkbmmatry ' mdfﬂme
“Téelanders, according to the’ Mﬁica& law of ‘the  island,
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begins at six o’clock on Saturday evening, and terminates at
the same hour on Sunday ; after which time any oeccupation
or amiusement ‘may proceed as on the ordinary week days.
The females of the family at Stikkesholm, as in the other
houses of the higher class of people which we had visited, did
- not sit at the table when we were eating our meals. We ob-
served here, however, that the master of the house always
saluted his lady, when himself rising from the table; a prac-
tice which had not occurred to our notice before.

On our arrival at; and departure from Stikkesholm, we
were as usual honoured by the display of the Danish flag.
On the 9th, we left the place, accompanied by Mr Hialtalin,
who rode with us to the mountain of Drapuhlid, about six
miles to the south of Stikkesholm. This mountain, from the
previous accounts we had received of it, we had been led to
- consider_as something very remarkable in a mineralogical
point of view, and in these expectations we were by no means
dnsappo;nted Mr Hialtalin remained at the foot of the
mountain while we were examining it; and, on our return,
we found the Sysselman of the district with him. This officer
had heard of our arrival at Stikkesholm, and came to deliver
a message from the Amtmand Stephenson, requesting that we
would take his house in our way in returning to Reikiavik.

We observed a stream of laya that had descended from
the mounta.ms behind Drapuhlid, had divided, and run down
each side of a ndge whlch connects this monntam with tbose
to the south

i) pemmem we. had procured and enpyed a
drpughg o£ e;cgllenf milk, bumgbt to us in a wooden vessel

an adjoining cottage. Oftlus repast the Syssélman;pnd
ialtalin parta ,th.thewhqlepmymﬂnsomhe

%
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grass. Having taken leave of these gentlemen, we pursued our
journey to Narfeyre, situate on the east side of the Alpta-
Fiord ; an arm of the sea which runs up several miles: into
the country, and is bounded on each side by lofty and mag-
nificent mountains. We had to make a large circuit towards
the head of the Fiord, and should: have had a longer journey,
had not the tide luckily been out ; so that we were enabled to
cross the mud, by the help of a guide whom we took with
us from the cottage near Drapuhlid. We found a very good
church at Narfeyre, and took up our quarters for the night
in it, - On examining the loft of the building, we saw lying
- on a chest a mass which we were told was human fat that had
been taken out of a grave. - It appeared, however, to be the
muscular substance converted into the saponaceous matter
so much resembling spermaceti, a change effected by water.
This is reckoned a very precious article as a medicine, and is
frequently used by the Icelanders in pulmonary complaints.
Before our departures from Narfeyré, we went into the
farm-house adjoining the church; to see the mode of weaving
commonly employed in Iceland. The whole process is auk-
ward and laborious. The threads for the woof hang perpen-
dicularly, being stretched by stones tied to them ona wooden
frame. No shuttle is used ; but a thread is passed across the
woof by the hand, and is stretched by rubbing a little piece
of wood upon the threads. A portion of the rib of a whale,
* nicely polished, and shaped somewhat like a bma.d sword, is
then introduced between the threads, and with this the warp.
is struck forcibly. In this way, a woman can weave a yard of
stuff in a day. The stuff we saw in this loom, was composed
of red and yellow threads, and was intended for a bed-cover.
~ These articles are exchanged for fish; and the value of thnee
~yards is reckoued to be somewhat less than two dollam i
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‘Having procured a guide, we set out for Snoksdalr, the
next stage of our journey. The wind blew sharply from the
north-east, and the day was the coldest we had yet experi-
enced. The country through which our route lay, was for
the most part low, and totally uninteresting. Not far from
Narfeyrd, there was a considerable track covered with small
birch shrubs. Excepting the hamlet called Breidabolstadr,
where there is a church and a solitary cottage, no human
“habitation appeared to §dlven the dreary scene. We kept
along the shore of the Fiord, and after a tedious"and unplea-
sant ride of about twenty-four miles, reached Snoksdalr at
eight o’clock in'the evening, where we found a good farm-
house and a small church. The latter did not differ materially
from those we had already seen, except in having a different
subject for the altar-piece, which was the stoning of St Ste-
phen. On each side of the altar was a large chair, in the bot-
tom of which were kept the habiliments of the priest.” There
were two dresses ; one of them. of:a red stuff, having a large
cross embroidered in white, on each side of the robe. The

- other was made of a sort of crimson velvet or plush, the
crosses being formed of silver lace. "Over the door-way to
the altar was a curious group of male figures carved in wood,
which appeared as if mtended to represent Chn,st dlsputmg
“with the doctors.

Snoksdalr formed the limit of our northern j journey. Itis
situate at a short distance from the extremity of the Breide-
“Fiord, on the brow of a hill, and in a very exposed situation,
but in &e ‘midst of plenty of grass. We*tgok up our abode in
the church, whﬂethemhabttaat&of the aQyo;mpg house cheer-
fully supplied us with curds and milk, upon which supply we
now entirely dépended ‘our stock of bld(mlt being nearly ex-
hausted. “’Wﬁ'" ained here dnnﬂg tlﬂ, Mc“ %ﬂm
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_in order that the horses might recruit their strength, for a long
and fatiguing day’s journey which they were next to encoun-
ter. About Snoksdalr the country begins again to be moun-
tainous, and towards the north and east nothing is to be seen
but long ranges of dreary hills stretching -across the narrow
isthmus, which here separates the Breide-Fiord from the sea
on the northern shores of Iceland. The breadth of this isth-
mus, from Snoksdalr to the n t inlet on the northern
coast, does not exceed forty miles. The cold north-east wind
continued to blow, and to render our abode here by no means
comfortable. The church too was in bad repair, and ex-
ceedingly damp ; and at no time, during the day we passed
in it, did the thermometer stand above 45°, even in the build-
ing. The latitude of Snoksdalr is about 65° 5'.

At five o’clock on the morning of the 12th, we recom-
menced our journey. After crossing a rugged hill behind
Snoksdalr, we entered an extensive valley, well clothed with
grass, and studded with a number of cottages, to each of
which a portion of the pasture belongs. We were told that
there were about thirty such divisions in the valley, and that
the greater part of the land in it is kept for pasture, no hay
being made excepting round the farm-houses. From the num-
ber of such valleys contained in this district; the Dale Syssel,
in which we were now travelling, derives its name.
~+ From this valley, which is called Middalur, we passed into
another, which gradually contracted for two or three miles,
till we got to the foot of a steep and lofty ridge of mountains,
called Brautarbrekkar. The ascent of this was long and labori-
ous; but we were gratified, on arriving at the top, witha view
ﬁlmmmmm. stretching. Aowardﬂhmmh as far

s the Western Skards-heide. The descent into the valley, on -
sout dde.:mmyﬂpﬂ.z Mndmdsawﬂom
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into the valley, we dismounted, and took our breakfast by the
- side of a small stream. This done, the sun shining full upon
us; we stretched ourselves upon the grass, and slept for an
. hour very comfortably, though snow lay not a hundred feet
above. A lofty and singular mountain, called Baula, forms -
the eastern side of the valley ; the direction of which is nearly
north and south. After proceeding along it for some miles,
we turned to the north-east, round Baula, which bears a strik-
ing resemblance to the mountain of Drapuhlid near Stikkes-
holm. 'We were now in the valley of the Norderaa, a con-
siderable river, which we crossed several times before reach-
ing the farm-house called Huam, where our day’s }oumey
terminated.
We were now on the border of thé low country, through '
the centre of ‘which the Huitaa flows. Having passed the
night in the church at Huam, we recommenced our journey
the following morning, attended by the farmer, who very
readily undertook the office of guide. He was an oddly
shaped, merny, amd active little man, moum.ed on a miser-
able horse, which, by dint of constant kicking, he made to
move forwards at a great rate. After crossing several rocky
ridges, ‘we descended into the valley of the Huitaa, ten or
~twelve miles above the place where we had formerly crossed
this river. In our way we passed through some birch wood,
which was the tallest we had yet met thh, the t.mes, in ge-
neral, being from six to ten feet high.

N’imﬁopped at m»w, the ahedc af bkqun Sxﬁ-







