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not Torsa.ke us. Not only the Amtmand but our good fnend ¥
Mr Fell, arrived at Huaneyr? from Reikiavik, almost at the
same. ‘moment with oufselves; and this unexpected meeting
gave uncommon pleasure to the whole party. Mr Fell had
come over into the Borgarfiord Syssel, to make some inquiry
respecting the salmon ﬁshery in this district. We also found
here Mr, Magnuson, who is Sysselman of the Dalt Syssel.
This large party, added to a very large family, occasioned
some consultation on the manner in which we were all to be
disposed of during the night. We were not suffered to wait
for our baggage horses ;: the good people set themselves to
work; and, by means of chairs, and mattresses filled with
Eider-down, soon made up a sufficient number of beds. From
the noise over our heads, it was probable that the whole
family, males and females, were crammed together in the loft.
It is not uncommon in Iceland, as it must be in all countries
under similar circumstances of poverty, for people of all
ranks, ages, and sexes, to sleep in the same apartment. Their
notions of decency are unavoidably not very refined ; but we
had sufficient proof that the instances of this which we wit-
nessed expressed nothing but perfect innocence. \
~'Mr Bright being somewhat indisposed, Mr Holland and I
owupwd the following day in vmtmg the valley of Rexkholt,'
mjum behind with great regret. We were accompanied
' way by the Amtmand, Mr Magnuson, and Mr
krmgr ‘m gomg tq hold(a"udicial pourt at
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p '-'prosecutmg hls stndmes, ﬁe Jm,@@ proph@y,k that ﬁns /

young man will prove an lmeurmhm native cmm&;y., thwh :
m%dm much advantage from his public aepvm .

% After traversing a great extent of swampy gmd md

encountering many difficulties in our progress through it, we
at length reached the entrance of the valley ; the natural
curiosities of which greatly exceeded the expectation we had
formed of them.

_ The hot springs in the Valley of Rexkholt or Relkwdal -
though not the most magnificent, are perhaps the most curious
among the numerous phenomena of this sort that are found
in Iceland. Some of them, indeed, excite a greater degree
of interest than the Geyser, though they possess none of the
terrible grandeur of that celebrated fountain ; and are well
calculated to exercise the mgenmty of natural thlosq)hers.
On entering the valley, we saw numerous columns of vapour

; alcendmg from different parts of it. The first: springs
~ visited, lssued from a numbet“ of apentur ﬁ a soa;x. 4




“of tl fen feet hlgh twelve yardd ong, an
or@lfe‘n breadth. From the highest part of this rock
a jet of boiling water proceeded with violence. The water
was dashed up to the height of several feet. Near the middle,
and not more than two {eet from the edge of the rock, there
isa hole, about two feet i in “diameter, full of water, boiling
strotxgly. ‘There is a third hole near the other end of the
rock, in which water also boils bmkly At the time we saw
these springs, there happened to be less water in the river
than usual, and a bank of gravel was left dry a little hlghet
up than the rock. From this bank a considerable quantity
~ of boiling water issued.
About two miles fartherup the valley, on the opposxte side

2



sired temperature might be obtameﬂ” Al _round
“h little way under the surface of the wa.ter, was - _r.row of
~ projecting stones, placed agparently to serve the purpose of
steps. Steps were constructed as an entrance‘
close to the orifice by which the hot water ent 1
sent it is not much used, and the bottom

vegetable matter and so'l +
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, reefthemivﬁsls“.."_ .
for‘the drymg of clothes. Itis

"ta'ib,y &mbot springs that are stwdy '
would think, that the great scarcity
‘the dlﬁeﬁﬁy Bf pmcﬂ‘rmg it, would havaamggeste&,







W,

; ey L : 4 W N
4‘&] v .’ TAE K ' .

cm u.ﬁmm:ugo‘gur] TRAVELS IN ICELAND. b 399

Mnded to as any thing remarkable. Olafson and Paulson
mention, ﬂmt the jets appear and disappear successively in
the second, third, and fourth openings. We observed no
cessation in any of the spnngs but in the twounder consider-
ation. ~

To form atheory of this regular alternation is no easy mat-
ter; and it seems to require a kind of mechanism very differ-
ent from the simple apparatus usually employed by nature
in ordinary intermittent or spouting springs. The prime
mover in this case is evidently steam, an agent sufficiently
powerful for the phenomena. The two orifices are manifestly
connected ; for, as the one jet sinks towards the surface,
the other rises; and this in a regular and uniform manner.
We observed once, that when one of the jets was sinking, and
the other beginning to rise, the first rose again a little before
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&y “to make m‘eﬁfn&"' rise, z

state, till the first again sunk; :
played as usual. This Bommithieation ‘must be formed' e
such a manner, that it is never complete, but a}te'rnately in-
terrupted, first on one side, and then on another.

Not having obtained any explanation which we can con-
sider quite satisfactory, and having been unable entirely to
overcome the dlﬂkzulty, we leave its solution to the ingenuity
of those who may think the phenomenon of the Altematmg
' \Geyser worthy the exercise of their talents.

* The examination of the various natural wonders in the
valley of Reikholt, detained us so long, that we did not reach
Huaneyr? until a late hour in the evening; and we found the
rest of the party, who had left the place in the morning,
already re-assembled there.

Of all the Icelanders we had hltherto met with, we agreed
that the Amtmand Stephenson had most of the appearance
and manners of an Englishman. He is unassuming and mild
in his address, and possesses something more than good com-
mon sense. With the exception of Mr Steingrim Jonson of
Bessestad, he is the only person in Iceland who understands
the French language, which he speaks with considerable
facility. His property and rank, as well as character, give
him a high degree of respectability among his countrymen.

~ The Amtmand. did not terminate his great civility when
we quitted his house the following morning, on our return to
Reikiavik, but attended us several miles on the road to In-
dreholm. Mr Fell having expressed his wonder at the swift
pacing of the Amtmand’s horse, I was requested to try it.
The poney paced with me at the rate of twelve or fourteen
miles an hour, while I felt as if sitting in an easy chair; and
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&w& Mm thé mwm cmawfméf‘_ d men
wamen jumped out of bed on the alarm W&M and
“came down mthmmwaitmg to dress themselves. We were

*jaerfectly thunderstruck with the appearance of this motley

‘group. A pleasant sail of four hours brought us to Reikiavik
at two o’clock in the morning, after an absence of one month
and two days, durmg whwh we hat! tra%ﬁed about three
hundred and fifty miles. ¢V % B

From the 25th of Jﬁne tﬂl ﬁhe GnW July, the Ice!anders
“ frequent Reikiavik, in order to dispose of their ‘commodities,
“and to purchase such artxclas as they may reqmre ﬁo:n the
Damshimerchanﬂ. Th i
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.WMMth Tﬁuu&mdgahday,
and not only the people interested in the capture of fish, but
~ all the ladies and principal people attend. Sometime before
the appointed period, pm‘heawereseengallopmg aﬂ'w
the scene of action. :

- The river, which is sma.ll divides into two bmuches about
a mile from the sea. The channel is dammed up early in the
morning, and the water forced into one branch, while the
other is allowed to run almost dry, and the salmon that hap-
pen to be in the river are thus easily taken. The river is held
on lease by Mr Scheele, who keeps the tavern, and pays a
rent of sixty dollars. Sometimes two or three thousand salmon
are taken out. - At.the time we witnessed the capture, there
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m ohly nine hundred Aakew. ‘The ﬁh are ngm ‘the
_early part of the season, m ‘boxes formed like . .our mouse
* traps.. The salmon fishery of ‘Iceland appears to be an ad-
mirable object for speculation, while the rents of our British
rivers are so high. From the beginning of June to the be-
ginning of August, vast quantities might be taken in the dif-
ferent rivers with very little trouble. :

On the_river near Reikiavik, near the place where the
salmon traps are set, are the remains of a mill, which was
erected many years ago for the purposes of the woollen ma-
nufacture, which did not succeed. £ : iy

About this time, Amtmand Thomnson, having been ap-
pointed one of the commissioners for managing the affairs of

Iceland in the absence of the Governor, came from his resi-
dence at Eyaﬁurd, in the north, to Reikiavik. He honoured
us with a visit; and we found him to be a man of plain sim-
ple manners, but sensible, and possessed of much and accu-
rate knowledge respecting every thing connected with Ice-
land; and at the same time very liberal in communicating
what he knew.



gg Q&qng, y fx:om the east, accompanwd by very heavy
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veral hot springs at the foot of the mountain, on the south
side of the valley. At that placé are a church, the priest’s

house; and some cottages. We found the good pastor busy
cutting down his grass for hay; an employment not beneath
his calling, and a symptom of industry extremely pleasing.
In England, the most wealthy, those of highest rank, donot
disdain to amuse themselves in rural labour. With the poor

' prlest it was a matter of necessity to handle the scythe ; yet

in necessity there is often much delight; and there is little
doubt that this man, and all the Icelanders occupied in the
same way, were reaping the gifts of their Maker with glad

_and thankful hearts. On our approach, the priest left his

work, and corducted us into his house.” We were ushered
into a very good room, and treated with abundance of milk
by his wife, ‘while he went to fasten the shoés of some of our
horses. Having left Mosfell; we gradually ascended, and
came upon an extensive tract of lava, which has been cover-
ed in many places to a considerable depth, with sandy soil.
Our ride was now dreary and tiresome, though the path Wh.s;_
good We halted to refresh the horses on a small spot where
there was a little grass, the prmcnpal covermg of the 5011 be-
ing dwarf willows.

Near Thingvalla, we entered a deep and frlghtful fissure,
called Almannagiau. Thls has been formed, with many others

shaken Iceland to lta f_oundatlonsh -
Fod Lé }1W
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“_‘ m had already. proceeded a little way, when compassion for
~ them, not any doubt, or fear for our own safety, while we
~ depended on these cautious and sure-footed creatures, in-
‘duced us to dismount, and allow them to find their own way.
‘Having admired this frightful scene,and the cavernswhichwere
exposed to view by the disruption of the rock, we got out of
the hollow by a narrow path, and after crossing a small stream
that runs into the lake, we arrived at the place of Thing-
valla, ‘which is about twenty-six miles distant from Reikiavik.
‘Here is a small, ‘mean, and dirty church, in which, however,
we contrived to sleep. The priest is a very old man ; and
has had his coffin prepared and placed in the church, though
~ his appearance did not indicate a speedy dissolution. He was
the only clergyman who seemed at all to dislike our occupy-
ing the church; and he did not receive us with the same cor-
diality we experienced from his brethren in other parts of the
country. But we were treated with civility; milk, dnd an
excellent dish of fresh trout, fried, were soon brought to us.
Trouts abound in the lake, and often go up where the water
gets into the fissures of the lava ; so that, by throwing a line
with a baited hook into a hole at a distance from the lake,
where the ater is not even. visible, the. peoplg frequently

all: is remantw, but the want of
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m&q connuy is low and uninteresting ; eéxcept ata place
where, from an eminence, we obtained the first view of Mount
Hekla, and the stupendous mountains beyond it. The road
lies along the north end, and part of the east side of the Jake,
where there is a cénsiderable tract of stunted birch, and willow
trees. The depth of the lake is said to be very great, a line
of a hundred fathoms having been sunk without bottom being
found. After many turnings, and crossing some bogs, we came
to a low hill, round which we passed, and having got safe over
another bog, whlch seemed to be fully as hazardous as any
we had formerly attempted, we reached the bank of a large
river called the Brueraa, which takes its rise from the Apa
Vatn. This lake receives the water of the surrounding bogs
and near it, in different places, we saw vapours ascending from
hot springs, After waiting and hallooing for some time, the
boatman arrived and carried us across the river ina very good
boat, the horses being obliged to swim. We stopped a few
minutes at the house of the ferryman, whom, with his wife
and family, we admired exceedingly on account of their clean-
liness. Their persons, house, and the utensils in which they
brought milk to us, were all neat, but this description must
be understood comparatively. About 4@ mile farther on is
Skalholt, which has been erroneously denominated the capi-
tal of Iceland, in most English books on geography ; but for-
merly it might have been entitled to this appellation as well
as any other place. Till Reikiavik became of some note, there
was nothing in Iceland that could be called a town ; and it is
no wonder that the seat of a Bishop should be *honoured in
preference to that of the Governor.
The situation of Skalholt is beautiful. Towards the south,
there is a view of a noble river, formed by the junction of ghat
ﬁihscharged from Apa Vatn and the Huitaa, bounded by a
2p
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Hekla, form altogether a magnificent amphitheatre, and com-
pose a landscape which, even thhout wood, was highly gra-
tifying to the eye.
_ Here we found Mr Jonson, the Lector of the school of
Bessestad, for which place he was preparing to depart on our
arrival. He remained, however, till the following morning,
and gave us fresh cause for lamenting our having had so little
of his society.. A daughter of the late Bishop Finnsson, very
attentively furnished us with the best provisions she 'ha.d,‘and
one of her brothers offered to shew us the way to the Geysers.
On the 27th of July we set out to visit these celebrated
fountams, whlch are aboutsixteen mxles to the northofSkalholt.
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y shaped hill in the drstance. anntheraqmﬂy pwtumue‘

hill rising on the eastern bank of the latter, and facing Skalholt..
 Flat meadow land, gently swelling ground, and distant moun- -
tains towards the east, among which are Eyafialla Jokul and .
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some inaccessible hollows which extend to a much greater
depth. - siskana o .

_After the water had descended into the pipe, there wasno
appearance of any vapour issuing from it, till it had reached
the mouth, when a little was visible. Even when the bason
was full, the quantity of vapour was far from being so great
as might have been expected to proceed from so large a sur«
face of hot water. At five minutes before six o’clock it boiled
a little, and continued to do so at intervals. Having thrown
a stone into the water while it was perfectly still, we observed

!

Plan b Sectvore of The basorn of the Greal Gepser.
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that an ebullition-immediately took place, and continued till
the stone reached the bottom. All the party having provided
themselves with large stones, threw them into the pipe, on a
signal, when the water was still. ~ When the stones were
thrown in, a violent ebullition instantly followed ; and this
escape of steam on agitation, may serve to assist a theory of
the phenomena.

At twenty-nine minutes past six o’clock the plpe was full ;
and the water being within reach, its temperature was found
to be 209°, At twenty minutes before seven we looked into
the bason, and it was then hardly one-fourth full. The water
was gently moved ; and in some little hollows of the bottom
of the bason it had the appearance of ebbing and flowing,
About five minutes after, while we were collecting specimens
on the edge of the bason, and expecting nothing, three
jets took place, none of which exceeded thirty feet in height.
In the same manner, at a quarter past eight o’clock, jets
were thrown up repeatedly during the space of three minutes,
one of which was about forty feet high. After these casual
jets the water did not sink, but remained, filling about three-
fourths of the bason. Sir John Stanley mentions his having
been surprised by similar unexpected jets; and we must take
this opportunity of advising travellers who may wish to see
the Geyser, not to be rash in going into the bason while the
‘water is rising, as an opportunity of safely gratifying their
curiosity will always occur immediately after every great ex-
ertion of the fountain.

We pitched our tent at the distance of about one hundred
yards from the Geyser, and having arranged matters so that
a regular, watch might be kept during the night, I went to my
station at eleven o’clock, and my companions lay down to
sleep. About ten minutes before iwelve, I heard subterraneous
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somewhat like a circular flight of steps. The in :
bason is comparatively smooth ; and the matter W
is more compact and dense ‘than the exterior crust; and,
when polished, is not devoid of beaity, being of a' grey
colour, mottled with black and white spots and streaks. The
white incrustation formed by the water of the beautiful cavity
before described, had taken a very curious form at the edge
of the water, very much resembling the capital of a Gothic
column. We were so rapacious here; that we did not leave
a single specimen which we could reach; and even scalded
our fingers in our eagerness to obtain them. We found
the process of petrifaction in all its stages; and procured
some specimens in which the grass was yet alive and fresh,
while the deposition of the silicious ‘matter was going on
around it. These were found in places at a little distance
from the euvvzty, whwe t‘he water nmning fmm it had becbme
cold.

Ab@utahundredywds from the Gmeaat Geyser tovm'ds
the north, in the cleft where the disruption already men-
tioned had taken place, and which has probably been ‘form-
ed by an earthquake, are banks of clay, in which there are
several small basons full of boiling mud. The mud is thin,
and tastes strongly of sulphate of alumina, of which we ob-
served many films attached to the clay, which seemsto have
been forced up from below, through fissures in the ancient
incrustations. The clay contains also iron Wﬂﬂw%
composition of which has given it very rich colours.  Almost
directly above this place, mwwmmwm
hill, are several orifices, from which  rushes ; and there
are some slight appearances ‘of Wv nmm whole
muwm W Mxmmwm and
Ws 0 e wmmﬁs g mww (it s s e
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>positions of the present and former springs are
m a great extent, about half a mile in every direc-
tion; and from their great thickness in many places, it is
probable that they are spread under the surface now covered
with grass and water, to a very considerable distance. About
half a mile up the rivulet, in the direction of Haukardal,
~where there is a church, another hot spring appears, which
deposits silicious matter. From thence we obtained one of the
most curious specimens we collected ; it almost perfectly re-
sembles opal. The situation of this spring is mentioned to shew

- the probability that the extent of the matter, which may for
ages have been collecting, is very great; and its depth, from
what is seen in the cleft near the Geyser, where it is visible
to thothichnessv of ten or twelve feet, is probably also very
Itis mewhat curious, that no parhcular notice has been
taken by the early Icelandic authorsof this, themostremarkable
spot in all the island. Though hot springs are without num-
ber, and occur in every part of the country, and may be regard-
ed with indifference, yet the Geysers must have been remark-
able at all times; for the extent of the old incrustations shews
them to have been deposited by springs of no ordinary dimen-
sions. They are, it is true, on the verge of that vast district
of uninhabited and desolate country which forms the interior
of Iceland. In looking around as we approached the place,
Nothing in this direction seemed to invite the curiosity or en-
terprise of people, already accustomed to the harrors of vol-
-mmmm aware that their only sure subsist-
‘ence was t0 be derived from the sea. The indifferent and ca-
sual manner in which the Geysers are mentioned by Arngrim
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16 ff"*spnngs is cmanveb‘my mﬂh arudwh&mm
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going on, are regarded mm;wm mnahe Mm
mon and indifferent ap ces of nature. Towards the
noxth-east, and east, the country is low ; the only. elevated
ground that appears towards the south-cast being the sum-.
mits of Hekla, and Eyafialla Jokul. Several Jokuls break
the view towards the north ; and we remarked one mountain
which had several rugged and peaksd ﬂmmu& soari gloa
gmtehthmm ol e AT 8 tini. AR R kS il

- However strongly the fev.hngp excwed by the pmdm
ttom of the springs, and by the. appearance of ' the sur-
rounding country, were impressed upon us, we often turned
anxiously towards the ﬁm-m» longing. for a repetition
o&?mgunnderfal of ns. . To them - momm ,
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il gled raptures of Wf*mlon, and
with which our breasts were filled ; nor do we fear that
pneeptic “.MWy arise of the astonishing effcct of
he " will leave the traveller disappointed, who trusts
imself'to the témpestuous ocean, and braves fatigue, in or« -
d’ér“‘tb visﬁwhntnm'bemhoned mong.thegrmest won-
Mﬁo?thé WOrld! e Vi
‘After yielding a ﬁitle*tb itnpatifence, we wu‘é*gmhﬁed by
sﬁﬁtﬂﬂ‘kﬁ"ﬁf?é&mﬁoﬁm ‘in the Great Geyser. At three mi-
nutes before two o’clock, we again heard subterraneous dis«
charges, and the water flowed over the edge of. the basoi ;
but no jet took: place. - The same. happened at twenty-five
minutes past five o’clock, and at five minutes before seven.
At thirty-five minutes past eight, it boiled over again, and
immediately the new Géyser ‘began to play, and. continued
till a quarter past nine. This Geyser gives no warning be-
fore it spouts, and it is therefore necessary to be cautious in
looking ‘down ‘the ‘pipe, unless it is known what time has
“elapsed since the preceding jet.  While the spray and vapour
- are rushing out, one may approach with' perfect safety, and
“stand quite close to the very brink of the pipe on the wind-
ward side. 'The pipe is nine feet in dtameter, not perfectly! ‘
m&?’m WW uneven within. .
en b ’enguged in pwklng our. specmnens;
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the depth of eight feet, is of an irregular shape, thre e
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8 escaping, will force the water -
h ﬁ“ Le’bl'us s@ma camy G*L‘ommum.

addltlon of hed o be apphed under the cav1ty C, a quantity
of steam will be produced which, owing to the great pressure,
will be evolved in starts, causing the noises like discharges of
artlllery, and the shaking of the ground. The pressure bemg
now greatly increased, the water must rise out of the pipe ;
an oscillation is produced ; the water is pressed downwards
from A to Q, and the stéam having now room to escape,
darts upwar_ds, breaking through the column, and carrying
along with it a great part of the water, As long as the ex-




tﬂln:thsﬁaferclble]ettakesfﬂa& :

vmquanhtynf steam escapes, and the rer am'ﬁ?gmp

sinks into the pipe. This explanation, however, is not quite
complete, as it requires “the production of the extraordmary
quantity of heat to cease the moment after the last jet, which
is im general the most violent. For though we may suppose
the whole of the water to have been expelled, which itisnot,
unless the accumulation of heat was stopped at the very in-
stant of the last and strongest jet, we should find steam rush-
ing from the pipe. But it uniformly happens, that after the
last jet all becomes perfectly qulet ; and this unformity we
know has continued since the time that Sir Joseph Banks
saw the Geyser. It may be as allowable to infer a sudden
cessation, as a sudden production of heat. But it is a very
curious circumstance, that the heat shmﬂd coﬁ:nue to pro-
duce steam, just as long as the pmtsure of the water conti-
nued considerable, and that it should cease the instant that
the pressure is removed. ‘We think that this last fact may be
explained, by the diminution of temperature occasioned by the
escape of the vast body of vapour, which accompanies the last
effart,’ & e . ki

The same configuration of a cavity will explam the phe-
nomena of the neWw Geys* satisfactorily. 'We have only to ‘
sﬂ‘ppose that there is a smaller supply of water, t“l that in-
stead of a column reachmg to P, pressing against the steam
in the reservoir, the water reaches 6nly a little way, if at all,
above the'level of ‘that within the cavity. Thmgs being thus
adjusted, a sudden evolution bfﬁxeat amses no explosive
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L m fmm the southem to Mnorthern parts
of IMJ& by the way of Skalholt. To Skagastrand the
nearest road is by Thingvalla and Kalmanstunga, which last
place is situate a little to the north-cast of Reikholt. There
is anothier route through the eastern part of the Borgarﬁord
Syssels © The northern division of the island is wsually called
the Nordland ; the others, Ostland, Sudland, and Vestland.
We had no time for exploring the Nordland : indeed, to tra-
vel through it would take up a whole summer; which, pro-
bably, might be spent in that quarter by a naturalist, with
much profit and pleasure. Respecting that part of the coun-
try, we obtained some information from Amtmand Thoran-
son, which we may take the present opportunity of communi-

cating to the reader.

A journey to the northern part of the island, from Skal-
‘ho’lt or Thingvalla, generally occupies three or four days.
The interior of Iceland, an extent of perhaps not less than
forty thousand square miles, is a dreary, inhospitable waste,
without a single human habitation, and almost entirely un-

- known to the natiyes themselves. Through more or less of
this desert, a traveller going to the northern coast, or com-
ing towards the south, must necessarily pass; and it is no
wond? that it has become customary to travel through it

 night and day without stopping.

' The greatest proportion of the Nordland is the property
‘of the farmers who occupy it, Scme of it belongs to the

~ church; and part to the crown. The lands which belonged _ i
@ﬁemhml of qulum, were §old to the fa.rmers of tlie du- .
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along which, and up | the valleys, an extcnt xmémmy plwes

of above twenty miles, is occupied. In the four Syssels com=
posmg the Nordland, viz. Hunayatn, Hegranes, Vadl, and
Thmgoes Syssels, there are about. 12,000 inhabitants. The
Vadlg, in which Eyaﬁord is situate, is the most pOpulous m
proportion to its extent, containing about 3000 people.

* The harbour of Eyafiord is the best on the northern coast:
At this place there are three wooden dwellinghouses, and
four storehouses. Before the war, three ships used to be
laden . every year at this port, with tallow, wool, woollen
g’éods, salted mutton, sheep-skins, &c. ; the particulars of
which will be found in the tables in the chapter relatmg to
the state of commerce.

Except during the month of June, and the begmnmg of
July, and in September and October, there are no cod-fish
nor haddocks found in the Fiord ; and it is only at some dis-
° tance out at sea that the fish are taken at these times. The
months of April and May are chiefly occupied in taking the -
Houkal; or Shark. The shark fishery is principally carried
on at Siglifiord, a place about ﬁfty mxlea north-west from
Eyafiord. A

At the last mentioned place, berrm@ appear in vast shoals
duﬂhg the months of June and July 3 and are taken by means
of Seine nets at the upper. extremlty ‘of the Fiord. Weheard,
as no uqcommon occurrence, that one hundred and fifty bar-
relb #‘;&éﬂngs are taken at a single hawl of a net. The fish
? hdtl to the farmers in the. nexghbourhood iorm nxdnl-

lart‘barrel A ey el

‘Several 1 nvers of s:derablg m run mto the'*Ey&ﬁot&w
but the courms Of the rlvers in t;hu,mt of the lﬂhﬂdw
mever been traced to any great distance up the mmﬂm
‘. Hofsos, and Skagastrand are MM most considerab ~

Eei
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wate Wﬁ rivers; one of which is as larm ‘u
of Borgarfiord, and is called Kolbeinsdalsaa. At
agafiord, not far from Hoflos,\ is Hoolum,

e close of the last century, was the seat of one
) hops of Tceland. A pubhc school ‘was ?.lsq estab-
IW* mee pl’ace consists only of a few cot-
tages and, in its present state, contains nothing particularly
nd is situate on the western side

‘of notice. Skagastrar
wmuy ag
e ﬁl‘é‘%&hto‘ry which Bounds the Skagaﬁord. It is

Ny

o sl li

M’b‘a’l‘b@r, and, towards the end of September, is par-

ticularly unsafe, on account of its being exposed to the north
wmd ’m&d ﬁmhng 18e. This place formerly furnished a cargo
Or Of ¢ year; smce the qommencement of -




'ple g0 e paﬂ‘ts of the country, particularly
Mdbnngé Syssel, to assist in securing the mwm
Nordland is the only part of the comlﬁ'y mre’ ghmm
kept. " e e R S R

~ The Fiords on the north coast are frozen over every win-
ter “but the open sea only in the most severe seasons. Float-
ing ice frequently comes upon the coast; both during winter
- and summer. Very little ice is ever seen on the western side
of the island, notwithstanding its proximity to Greenland;
but, on the eastern shores, it comes often farther south than
Berufiord, which it completely shut up about the mlddle of
May this year.

The prevailing wind proceeds from the north. Snow
generally begins to fall in large quantities about the end of
September, and remains on the ground till the middle of May,
- and sometimes much later. The greatest degree of cold which

Amtmand Thoranson recollected to have observed, was about |

guinus 35°. Last winter, the fhgrmometéf, about the end of
January, stood at minus 30", for several weeks. The greatest
heat of summer he had pbserved, was about 70%. These de-
-grees are those of Fahrenheit: the thermometer medby hhe
Amhnamd wos Rl e kit 3o o= v

~ We left Skalholt on the 30th, in m'der to visit Mm
Hekl& On approaching this mountain from the westward,
Ridn)es not appear remarkable ; and has nothing to distin-
!t among the surroundmg%duntams, some of which are
ich nd _more picturesque. It MWMt
; w{% unich elevated above t

I S 0, 2
e A B
¥t :;.‘Lf!x"i



“colou M the Thames as it passes through Londou
ving crossed this river in a boat, making the horses swim
i mm us; we travelled. over a flat country, sometimes
through bogs, sometimes among sand banks, and occasﬁmally
on good. dry turf, till we approached a farm-house, called
Reikum, when we came upomhya Indeed, we had been
ravelling over a particular species of this subatance almost
all the way; as shall be more particularly explamed in the
chapter on mineralogy. This place of Reikum, derives its
mame from a hot spring near it, which made its first appear-
- ance during an earthquake in the year 1789. Here we were
informed that there was no bhoat at the usual place of crossing
the Thiorsaa ; and that we must go down the river to a place
-called Eyalstadir.. The farmer having agreed to be our guide,
he mounted his horse, and we proceeded over an extensive
Mlat, in_some parts boggy, and in others rough with lava,
gy m,pnnt of an extensive plain, the opening of which, from
_ he sea, reaches from Eyarback to the Markarfliot, a distance
of about thirty-six miles ; and it extends a great way to the
north, a number of low hills and ridges rising in it here and
there. . On many parts of this great flat, there has been a large
demymd loose sand, the apreadmg of which by the wind
4 onsiderable mischief, and is still continuing to be
‘injurious.. "mpg‘gfarthe nchest in pasturethat
Wm Qﬂlval at E]M after a %edious nda, we

a to bqa,mhrge; “.f' river; and we
nqt be able to muq
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to the right or left must have filled it in a. momnh &bm al-

though the wind was blowing strong against the current, we

were carried in safety to the other side. In this little bark
the ferryman sat with the utmost composure, and rowed
across with two horses tied to the stern. The animals seem-
ed to be perfectly aware, that if they did not swim steadily,

their fate and that of the boat would be the same. We were_

told, that it was no uncommon thing to see this man cross in

his <ittle boat with four or five horses at a time ; and that,

wheén the people are going to Reikiavik with their goods, he
frequently ferries over several hundred horses in one day, and
several thousands in the course of the season. The. fare for
crdésing the ferry was a mere trifle, a few of the small coins,
cailed.skillings, which are equivalent to our halfpence; but
we gave the man a dollar, telling him that we greatly admired
his' skill, which made him very happy. From the opposue
bank the place of Kalfholt is about two miles distant ; per-

haps not so much in a direct line, but a bog intervenes which

“occasions the route to be circuitous. We there found a

church, which we entened and occupied wn'.hout mﬁch -

ceremony.
The Priest pnesented hlmself ina dress?thmugh wluch we

eo_uld not possibly descry the slightest tokens of the clerical

character. On his head was a greasy woollen cap, that had
probably once been white, clevated like a sugar loaf, . A short
jacket and breeches of ‘the same stuff adorned his body, and
w}eg;werecovmedwuhowseblackswcklaga chi

above the knee: His father was dressed in the same ’_

our arrival ; but he had a small white beard which ren
his ﬁgnne memlm more wpnemble WM&f

N
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lﬁﬁ aﬂmg”hw‘hﬂh and bogs, and on our way, ’We saw some
young Mnngms in a place not suited to the general habits
of that bird in .our own country, where the'y frequent stony
phm on the tops of mountains.

~ 'We now came into the plain from which Hekla rises; but
we had no view of the mountain as we approached, as it was
. covered with clouds. We passed through lava which had been
exposed to view by the blowing of the sand that covers so great
an extent of this country. Storuvellir is situate in the midst
of this tract ; and round it there is a great ‘deal of excellent
grass. The Provost had a large stock of old hay, which;
without any report in his favour as a'good rural economist,
- would have been a sufficient proof of his merit.  He received
us with great kindness, but annoyed us a little by the excess
of his- attention or curiosity. The Provost is reputed rich ;
and it is said that he has made his fortune entirely by his
good ‘management of his farm, on which we'saw a con-
siderable flock of sheep,. and some cows. = The winter provi-
sion of stock-fish kept in the church, was no advantage to
its atmosphere, which can undergo little purification ; for the
windows of the chm'ches, in general d)d not seem: to be
made to open.

" The weather bemgstﬂlfbggy' ‘we ceu]d O
approached it. On the 1st August, we passed throughlava
of the same description as that pervading every part of this
ammmtw had travelled over. We crossed theriver call-

- \gaa, the water of which is perfectly transpa-
mdms along the Wof‘ﬂékh,%n the west side.
The bed of this riveris very remarkable, being ﬁmnedfnfw
g“fmrmhm ‘which being here and there elevated
peaks, cause great rapidity in the stream. Owing wm
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‘in the lava, it is very dangerous to attempt mmmgzthmer
at this place without a guide. The .Provost~was very oblig-
ing, and gave us instructions in what manner to follow him
across ; and as soon as he saw us safe, hemk leave and re-
tumed to Storuvellir. v W R
©'On the end of a long ridge, r\mnmg* naenrly mth and
south, close to the base of Hekla, is a small farm, called Naifur-
‘holt. Here we halted; and the grass having been recently
‘mown, we found an admirable station for our tent. The
cottager, Jon Brandtson; whom we found to be the most
‘obliging and active Icelander we had met with, was not long
in making his appearance, and ministering to our wanfs.
He told us that he could guide us to a place where there was
a great quantity of Iceland agate, or obsidian ; a piece of in- ~
formation the most welcome we had for a long time received.
That substance was one of the chief objects of our mineralo-
gical researches ; and not having before met with it, we had
given up all thoughts of seeing it in its place; when honest
Brandtson, observing us employed with the minerals we had
already collected, brought a mass of obsidian to us, and re-
lieved us from a most severe mortification. He told us that
the plnw where he had seen g:veatf quantities of that substance,
‘was situate near the Torfa Jokul, and distant a long day’s
journey from Naifurholt. Our time was now limited; but
we had no hesitation in making up our minds to endure
considerable fatigue, in order to visit a spot so interesting to
us; ‘and even, in case of need, wmhn@d‘meref
| mnﬂhgmmmeafmwmdz wccordingly, we T
solved to undertake this apﬂﬁmw&y,’ umm
did not appear favourable for the ascent of the mountain:
Wﬁepmho, fonhmh’ dventures mem&%

S5t vw FETIREC L TS 9; ué;r %gﬁ;%%aq PERR L T xw&,‘w¢




Mng wmno “clock in the morning, that Hekla was
clmmlg -obscured by fog, we mounted our horses ; and each
taking a spare one, we departed, Brandtson leading the way.
In the course of our journey, as the clouds dispersed, we
had different views of the mountain, which is completely co-
vered with slags, Few streams of lava seem to have taken their
course on the west and north sides ; indeed, we saw distinctly
only one. Hekla, like Snzfell Jokul, terminates a long group
of comparatively low hills. Viewed from the westward, when
Eyafialla; Tinfialla; and other Jokuls beyond it are in sight,
the mountain makes no great figure ; but, from the east and
south, it appears to rise out of the hills surrounding it, and
is very conspicuous,.

Qur road towards the obsidian lay between the Rangaa
and the Thiorsaa, the course of which is nearly from north-
east to south-west. This last mentioned river here rolls its
large turbid stream, over rugged masses of lava rising abrupt-
ly from its bed ; and in its efforts to overcome the obstruction
thus-occasioned, dashes among the rocks, forming impetuous
rapids and falls.. Great quantities of alluvial sand appeared
disposed in strata in different parts of the country through
which we passed; and in other places there were extensive
accumulations of ﬁolmmc mnd oompmed of pumm and
eindersi s g i i

Hﬁww Rngaﬁ we- entered a mﬂe;plam
hm-hg ‘Hekla and the adjacent mountains on one side,
and by a lofty, precipitons, and bmkmndgem:thcwthet
the surface being completely covered with lava, sand, or mi-
- nute fragments of scorie and pumice. The. lava which has
flowed over the plain, the termination of which we could not
WMM bm been mkaw mmvm -




