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lags, the accumulation of which has " rendered it passable. 
We travelled about fourteen mHes, judgiQg pf the distance by 
the time our journey occupt~d, and ,theD halted at the foot of . 
a large mass of lava, and chang.ed our horse '; stoppin"g no 
longer than was necessary for shifting our saddles. The sub
-sequent part of our route, though still thr<tugh an extremely 
desolate .country, was rendered more .easy by the absence of 

t • 

lava, and somewhat less forbidding by the appearance of thin-
ly scattered vegetation on the vallies, and on the sides of 
some of the hills. Ere long we found ourselves' inclosed'in a 
hollow among the. mountains, from: which there was no ap
parent outlet; but following the sieps of our guide, we pursued 
a winding course, passing throu'gh a number of rivulets of 
very thick muddy w:atex: which proceeded from under the snow 
on the mountains. * . 

As we went along we observed several craters in ~ow si
tuations, from which flame and ejected matter had proceeded 
during t~e convulsions to whicb this part of the island has 
been particularly subjected. After . having advanced about 
fifteen miles farther, and traversed a part of that immen e 
waste which forms the interior of Iceland, and is partially 
known only to those who go in search of strayed sheep, we 
d~scended by a dangerous path into a small valley, having a 
small lake in one corner, and the extremity opposite to us 
bounded by a perpendicular face of rock resembling a stream 
of lava in its broken and rugged appearance. While we ad .. 
vanced, the sun suddenly broke through the clouds, and the, ' 
brilliant reflection of his beams from different parts of this 
supposed lava, as if from a surface of glass, delighted us by 

• Extenfjive masses of clay are not uncommon in volcanic districts, especially 
. are hot springs, or when; suoh hav~ existed; and this may account 

fom:1E1i'IYpeculiar colour of most of the large riven of cela .. d. 
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an instantaneous conviction, that we had now attained one of 
the principal objects connected with the plan of our expedi
tion to Iceland. We hastened to the sp'ot, and all our wi hes 
were fully accomplished in ·the examination of an object 
which greatly exceeded the e~pectations we had formed. The 
mineralogical facts which here presented themselves to oui', 
notice, will be described in a su,bsequent chapter. 

On asceI)ding one of the abrupt pinnacles which rose Otlt 
of this ext aordinary mass of rock~ we beneld a reiion, the 
desolation' of which can scarcely be paraIl&1ed. Fantasti 

I 

groups of hills, craters, and lava, leading the eye to distant . 
snow-crowned . Jokul ; the mist rising from a waterf~ll; 

lakes embosomed among bare, bleak mountains; an awful 
profound silence; lowering cloud ; marks all around of the 
furious action of the most destructive of elements; . all com
bined to impress the soul with sensations of dread and won
der. The longer we contemplated this scene, horrible as it 
was, the more unable we were to turn our. eyes from it; and a 
considerable time elapsed, before. we could bring ourselves to 
attend to the business which tempted us to enter sO frightful a 
di trict of the country. Our discovery of obsidian afforded 
us very great pleasure, which can only be understood by zeal
ous geologists; and we traversed an immense 'and rugged 
mass of that curious substance, with a high degree of satis
faction; though various circumstances prevented our tracing 
it so fully as we wished. 

Towards the east, at the distance of three or four miles, 
we observed a very large circular hollow, the sides of which 
'Were chiefly 9f a bright red colour; from .which circ~mstance, 
and its general app arance, we conclude4 that it wa the cra
ter an e tinct volcano. The waterfall, the noise of which 
we di tinctly heard,. though at the distance. of several" miles, 

2B 
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was formed by the Tunaa, a large river, which takes it 
(Jourse in this part of the country, and joins the Thior aa. 

,Brandtson told us that ~ had never been farther in thi 
dir~ction; and pointed out , to· us the Sprange Sands, a vast 
plain, con isting of volcanic matter, which is stretched over 
a great part of those inhospitable regions already men~ioned. 
Numerous obstacles present themselves to any person who 
'may think of entering this: dreadful country, afllong which 
the want of food for horses is the principal'. The rivers, lakes, 
'Streams 'of lava, all the h9rrors o,f nature comoined, 0ppos 
every desite to pen~trate into these unknown districts; and 
the super tjt: u dread' in ,which they are held by the natives 
is readily excused, the instant they are seen, even from afar. 
We saw the lake called Fiske Vatn, and the summits of se;. 
vera) Jokuls, in the distance, which will be more particularly 
noticed afterwards~ as we o~served them', more distinctly from 
another station. . . 

Before We had satisfied ~r curiosity, rain fell in torrent , 
a't)d continued to do so for. an hour or two. We had not 
proceeded f: on our return to :Taifurbolt, when it ceas
ed, nd succeeded by a very thick fog, th:ough which 

ndtson gnided u safely, and we reached our tents oon 
"after twelv~ o'c at nig ~ having been atbsenttwenty-two 
hours, durihg seventeen of which we were on horseback_ 

Aft~r the fa -gue we had undergo oUr excursion to .. 
the Torfa Jokul' search ()f , we did not ex-

pe find oursel es sufficiently ·refreshed to attempt ascend. 
ing Mount Hekla on ~e following day; but, as we had been 
lo'ng in e constant ~abit of enduring daily hardships, , 
rose at an early hour on t third of Augu , quite lert; and, 

n eing the whole of the mountain Ii from c • we 
ere soon ready to finish our labours, by uoending H kia, 
.,' I 

.. 



and . iogthe 8UmnUt of a mountain wh e has spread 
every q arter of the world. At ten o'clock, we were eady' 

. d Dr. an having coIl our har ,we n d 
th m, and began our expedition nde.. . cornst ces as fa
vourable as we could. wish • . We rode through send D:d lava 
&bout e mil ,when surface became T gged and 
steep for horses . . Our guide proposed. lea . the poor ani-

Is sUl)d' g til.} we retumed .; but though they would not 
ha e stiTied .from the spot, we ent them ack, not eGu ing 

. that suoh valuable and teady serwnts should remain a whole 
day w' bout food. We now proc eded 'a ' onsiderable way 
along ~he edge of a stream of lava, and then lero ed it wht:re 

.tII 
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a not very bro d, and gained the foot of tile ' south end 
nf the mountain . . From thi place e saw several mount and 
hollows from which the stream of .lava below appeared to 
have flowed. While we had to pass over rugged lava, we ex- . 
perienced no great difficulty in advancing; but when we ar-

. ri ed at the steepest part of the mountain, which was cover-
d ith loose lags, we sometime lost at one step, by theil' 

yielding, . a space that bad b~n gained by several. . In . som~ 
place we , saw collections of black and, which, had there 
been any wind, might have proved extremely troublesome., 
The ascent now became very steep, but the roughness of the 
surface greatly a is ted u . . 

Before we had reached the first summit, clouds surround
ed us, and prevented our seeing farther than a few yards. 
Placing implicit confidence in our guide, we proceeded, and 
having attained what we thought was the nearest of the three 
summits, we sat down to refresh ourselves, when Brandtson 
told us that he had never been higher up the mountain. The 
clouds occasionally dividing, "we saw that we had not yet 
reached the outhern summit. After having passed a number 
of fissure , by leaping across some, and stepping along masses 
of lags that layover others, we at last got to the top of the 
first peak. 'The clQuds now became so thick, that we began 
to despair of being able to proceed any farther. Indeed it 
was dangerous even to move; for the peak consists of a very 
narrow ridge of slags, not more than two feet broad, hav-
ing a precipice on each side many hundred feet high. One 
of these precipices forms the side of a v t hollow which 
seems to have been one of the craters. At length the sky 
cleared a little, and enabled us to discover a ridge below, 
that seemed to connect the peak we were with the middle 
one. We lost no time in availing ourselves of this opportu-

<, 
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nity~ and by ~alancing ourselves like rope-dancers, we St1C~ 
ceeded in passing along a ridge of. lag so narrow that 
ther~ was hardly room for our feet. After a short, but very 
steep ascent, we gained the highest point of this celebrated 
mountain. 

We now found that our usual good fortune had not et 
forsaken us; for we had scarcely begun to ascend the midd1e 
peak, when the sky became clear, and we had a full view of 
the surrounding country. Towards the north it i low, ex
cept where a J okul here and there towers into the regions of 
perpetual snow. Several large lakes appeared in different 
places, and among t~em the Fiske Vatn was the most conspi
cuous. In this direction we saw nearly two-~hirds across the 
island. The Blrefell and the Lange Jokuls, stretch d them
selves in the distance to a great e~tent, presenting the appear
ance 'of .enormous mas es of snow heaped up on the plains. 
The S'kaptar Jokul, whence the great eruption that took place 
in t e year ] 788 brok~ forth, bounded the view toward the 
north-east. It is a large, extensive, and lofty mountain, and 
appeared to be covered with snow to ~he very base. On the 
side next to u , though at a distance of about forty miles, 
we plainly discern~d a black conical hill, which very pro
bably may be one of the craters that were formed during 
the eruption. The Torfa, Tinfialla, and Eyafialla Jokul , 
limit the view af the eastern part of the country. To
wards the south, egr t plain we had pasaed through seem
ed as if streW -un our feet, and was bounded by 
the sea. The same valley was terminated towards the west 
by a range of ~uriously peaked mountains, those in the neigh
bourhood of Thingvalla, and, to the north and west of the 
Geysers. ' 

The middle ~ of Hella forms one 

. ) 



T AV S IN ICELAND. [Ca. m. ~ __ " BckI4.., 

which contains large mass of snow at the bottom; and ia 
evidently another crater. The whole ummit of the mountain 
is a ridge of slag , and the hollows on each side appear to have 
been 0 rpany different vents from which the eruption have 
from time to tim issued. We saw no indications that lava 
had flo d from the upper part of the mountain; but our 

xamination, from the frequent recurrence of fog, was una-
oidably oonfined. '. 

After we had atisfied ourselve in urveying the surround· 
ing country, we began to collect pecimens of the slags; and 
perceived some of them to be warm. On removing some 
from the surface, we found those below were too hot to be 
handled.; and on placing a thermomete~ amongst them, it rose 
to 144-. The vapour of water ascended from several parts 
of the peak. It had been remarked to us by many of the 
inhabitants, tha.t there wa less ' snow on Hekla at this time 
than had been ob erved for many years. We upposed, there
fore, that the beat now noticed might be the recomme ce
men of activity in the volcano, rather than the remaining 
eWect of the In t eruption which took place in the year 1766. 

The ater, of whieh the highcst peak forms a part, 
does ot m 'ceed a hundred feei i T.be bot-
t 

. e O'~MJ"-ft. 

ces in eatem 

of the mountain. he tIli~)OIJlld;e 
tood at 5901. At eJe en. 

four, on the top, at ago. 
Our at was greatly I'fH"jll.l'R 
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found it much more hazardou than the ascent. We mis • 
ed our way' and were under the necessity of ero ing th 
lava we bad passed in our way up, at a place wh re it' had 
spread to a much greater breadth, and, from the rapidity 
of the slope along which it had flowed, had b~come fright. 

, fully rugged. 
Mount Hekla has acquired a degree of distinction am on 

volcanoes, to which it does not eern to be elltitled. It i far · 
behind Etna and Vesuvius, both in the frequeocy and magni. 
tude of its eruptions. We could not distinguish more thart 
four streams of lava; three of which have ,descended on th 

. south and one on the north side; but there may be som 
streams on the east side, which we did not ee. The early 
eruptions of this mountain do ,not seem to have beep regular
ly recorded. Ola,f: on and Paul on say, that after careful re· 
search they found that the number of eruptions amounted t() 
twenty.iwo; and nOll.e are recorded a havinC1 happened before. 
the year 1004. There were eruptions in the year 11 7, 1222, 
1300, 1341, 1362, 1389. 1538, 1619, 1636, and 1693. Flame 
appeared in the neighbourhood in 1728. In 1554, there wer 
erupti s from the mountains to the eastward; and in 1754, 
flames burst out to the we tward. From the mountain its If, 
no eruption too place between the years 1693 nd 1766, an 
interval of seventy.three years; an<l during thi la t period of 
activity, no lava w own out. The fo1lowing year, flames 
broke out afresh, and the mountain wa not perfectly quiet 
in the y ar 1768: since that time, it ha remained i active .. 
We had no opportunity of measuring the height of Mount 
Hekla; but we have been informed by Sir J. tanley that 

lev . n hich resulted from bi ob ervation I was .,300 
di ere v to 
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In the year 1755, a terrible eruption proceeded from the 
mountain called Kattlagiau Jokul, which is situate tq the 
eastward of Eyafialla. From the accounts of this erup
tion, it does not appear that any lava flowed; but immense 
torrents of water carried destruction before them through 
the neighbouring country; and ignited stones and ashes were 
thrown in all direction. The electrical phenomena that ac
companied tbis eruption, seem to have been very treme"ndous; 
everal people and cattle having been killed by tbe lightning. 

The "qlountain continued in a state of violent activity during 
whole month; and, indeed, it may be said to have been 

o during a whole year; for, 1?etween January and Septem
ber of the year 1756, five different eruptions took place. 
We heard a report, that early jn the summer the inhabitan~s 
in the neig4bourhuod had some reason to apprehend an im
pending eruption; but we could get no distinct account of 

: the symptoms that had been observed. The earliest eruption 
of Kattlagiau, appears to have happened" about the year goo; 
and, since that period, to the great one in 1755,. only five have 
occurred, 

It is mentioned, in the bisiory of Iceland during the 18th 
century, that an eruption took place from Eyrefa Jokul, in 
the south-east part of the island, in the year 1720; and one 
from the lake of G~imsvatn in the year 1716.* 

In the north-east quarter- of Iceland, near a large lake 

• I am uncertain of the position of thia lake. The only one: of the name 
which I could find marked on tbe maps of Iceland, it .Doted on the small map ;. 
~ut, from the circumstance of ell' the most recent eruptiODJ baving proceeded 
from t'he lOuthern part of the island, I suspect that ere may be'. late of the 
I&IIle lWDe somewhere to the eastward of the Marbdliot, ap nee the puhli-

• of the first" edi~ion, I have recei~ed such infOl"llMidoD If to beliive 
my conjecture right. • 
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Ilea Myvatn-, is M.ount Ktall1a, . which became remarkable 
y daaeadful erupti9JloS of la~a that proceeded from it betweeri 

the years 1724 and 1730. Some of the streams of lava flqw
into the lake, destroyed the fish, and almost dried it up. 

There were eruptions also from the mountains round Krabla; 
_ and arr~xtensive -distriot of Inhabited country was laid waste. 

t a plaee called Reikiahlid, near Krabla, sulphur is found 
~il the s,me circumstances '3:S that at Krisuvik, but in larger 
quantities. It Wlls from the former place that most of the 
sulphur brought from Iceland was exported. 

In the year 1000, an ett1ption tooK , place in the Gttld
brirrg~ Syssel. AnOflte'r broke out near Reikianes in the yea," 
1~4(};1 anti one is sa.id to have been een at a great distance 
in the sea, in the year 15 3, similar to that which was observ-
eel preceding tIre great erup ion of 1783. ' 

/ 

~lietotal number of recorded eruptions appears to be the 
following: 

From Hekla, since the year 1004, inclusive -
From Kattlagiau Jokul goO, 

. From KrabIn, . 1724, 
In different parts of the GuId-

bringe Syssel 1000, 
At sea, 1583, 
!from the lake Grimsvato, in 1716, 
From Eyafia11a Jokul * in 1717, 

22 
7 
4-

3 
2 

• This mountain is often ealled Oster Jokul (eas(ern Jobl), in contradiSWle-
'on M s-tell Jokul, which ia called western. The eruption of the eat ... 

J ia 1717,. aad the ODe from Grimlvatn, are recorded hy Mr StepheDlOlliD 
his History of ~'elaaad _ing·the eighteenth ~~nturr' 

21 
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in 1720, 
in 1783, 

.. -

In chronological order, the different eruptions mentioned 
by Icelandic author tand recorded thus: In the years goo, 

\ 

1000, 1104, 1137, 1222, 1300, 1340, 1341, 1362, 13 9, 1422" 
538 (V ius erupted the same year), 1554 (Etna), 1583, 

1619, 1636 (Etna), 1693 (Vesuvius, 1692; Etna, 1694),1716, 
1717 (Vesuvius), 1720, 1724, 1728, 1730 (Vesuvius), 1754 ' 
(Vesuvius), 1755 (Etna), 1756, ]766 (Etna and Vesuvius), 

. 771, and 1772, flames een on Hekla; 1783. Thus it appears, 
that many of the eruptions that are known to have taken 
pIric since Iceland W s inhabited, have not been particularly 
noticed; and it is very probable, that numerou eruption of 
Ie note have been passed over. W~ may reckon active aU 
tho e mountains which have burned within the la t century. 
Of the e there are six;-Hekla, Krabla, Katthlgiau, Eyafialla, 
Eyrefa, and k-aptar, J okuls. . 

The most recent eruption that took place in Iceland seem 
Iso to have been the most awful. It proceeded from the 

low country near the "kapta Jokul in the year 17 3 .. 
Mr Stephenson of Indreholm wa ordered by . the . King 
of Denmark to proceed from Copenhagen, wher~ he hap .. 

ned to b during the eruption, and to' visit the district, 
th 'Majesty might be enabled to al viate the di tre"ses 
oocasi ned by the eruption, That gent! man h$s ubli hed 
e. laboured aCCou8t of the whole; but, aI hough e is no 

oubt of the eruption having been one of the st 'hie in 
ann Is of volcanoe ,he m to h nded 0 mo 

report and information, which ap be exaggerat 
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He himself told us, that the lava was so hot at the time he 
approached it, which was about a year after the eruption, th~t 
it could n'ot be examined, and that it has never be n traced to 
iis source. Another account ha been written, which, from 

. what we heard in Iceland, is the most correct. It is to be 
la,mented that the present state . of the Icelandic press, pre
vents its being given to the public.* 

The whole tract between. Hekla and Krabla is a desert 
quite impassable and unknown; and ther~ is still subsisting a 
ridicuhms notion that it is inhabited by a tribe of robbers. 
Did such people I:eally exist, and did they know the dread 
which they insp~re, they might easily procure more comforta
ble quarters. 

No single volcal)ic mountain which we saw" appeared to 
have thrown out much lava. Probably this has been owing 
to the v.ast number of apertures which have given vent to the 
rage of subterraneou heat. In other countries, where it has 
for ages continued to explode from one or two mountains, the 
lava is confined to one place, and is abundant. 

There is no country in the known world where volcanic 
eruptions have been so numeroUs as in Iceland, or have been 
spTead over so large a surface. No part of the island is whol
ly free from the marks of volcanic agency; and it may be 
tl'uly called the abode of subterraneous heat. Variou vol-

• 11lave accidentally procured a map, whi~h appears to have belonged to some 
description of this dreadful event, and by which it appears, that the lava 
burst out at I thr-ee -different points about eight or nine miles distant from each 
other, and spread in some place to a breadth 'Of 80 miles. The extent from 
north to south AI Ii All the lava seems 'to have been observed, is upwards of 40 
miles, and it is known to have flowed much farther; thpugh it has not been 

&J'8(ed. 
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anic mountains and streams of lava, are mentioned a exist. 
in in the eastern and northern district, by Eggert Olaf: on, 

J 

in hi Enl1arrationes IIistoricce de Natura et Co~titutione Is-
landice. In the north-west quarter, in the district of Isafiord, 
there is a volcanic mountain called Glama, which he de· . 
scribes a rivallin the l1iagnitude of the Snrefell Jokul. 
Thu it appears, that the force of subterraneous fire ha 
been exerted upon every part of this extensive isl~nd; and " 
when we consider the eruptions that have been seen" at 
a distance in the ea, we are afe in estimating, that, in 
this part of the earth, one continued sur(ace of not less 
than 60,000 quare miles ha been ubjected to that engine 
of d struction. . " 

On the 4th of Auo-ust we took leave of Hekla, and OUf 

~xcellent guide Brandt on, who e great activity, and obliginO' 
lisP9 ition, mu t recommend him to all travellers who may 
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have occasion for his services. After passing the different 
streatns of ava on the south side of the mountain, we left the 
plain, and ascended a ridge frQm which we had a view of the 
Westmann Islands and Eyafialla Jokul. Having descended 
towards the valley of the Markartliot, we arrived at Hlide
rende, the house of Sysselman Thoranson, brother of the 
Amtmand. The Markartliot is a large and remarkable riv r. 
Its course to the sea is short, and, it is formed by mIme
I'OUS streams, which descend precipitately from the Jokul , 
bringing down a quantity of clay which gives ,it a white 
colour, and a fetid smell, especially perceptible in au
tumn. It divides into numerous branches, and very fre.
quently changes it course, sometime keeping close to the 
mountains, and at other times flowing ten or fifteen mile to 
the westward. 

We were repeived very hospitably at Hliderende; and had 
we b~en less welcome, we should have very readily excu ed 
any. deficiency of attention, when we saw how.very bu y the 
people were in getting home the hay, during the fine wea
ther which had prevailed (or some time. The Sys elman ha 
a large farm; and such of the pasture a we saw were e cel
lent. A considerable quantity of ang lica grows her , which 
is used as an article of food in many parts of the i land. The 
carraway grows abundantly in the me'adows at this place, but 
is not indigenous. A small quantity of seed wa brouaht 
from Cope~~ by some person, and in a short time it dis-

~.8\JIP.P~ .~.MtEld of baked mutton. and melted 
we could not partake. In the 

and for breakfast the 
supper; and 

There was . 



or presented to us ,was 
corn brandy. It was culty we Id obtain 
leave to drink at.er ; ~d we were afraid lest our entertainers 
should think OUT ~ • g for it as t a piece of rudeness, as 
they esteem offering uch liquor to their guests. ' 

From the ysselman' lady e purchased the dre"s which 
already described. We wer hewn how the figured 

used for saddle-cu h n, and with hich the cloaks are 
ornamented, is manufactured. It i first made as our country-

' women make coverings for footstools; only instead of work
ing on canvas, the Icelandic women u e a small frame, on 
which threads are stretched. ' These are crossed with others, 
and 'Worsled loop are wove in, which being afterwards cut, 
the stuff resembles a very course velvet. To form the figures 
on trimming, part of the rough nap i cut out with scissars. 
By usinO' different needles and different coloured worsteds, 
'Tery neat figures are ,worked in thi manner; and the piece 
we saw in the little loom was really very pretty. 

The scenery hereabouts is very intere ting and picturesque. 
Many fine tream precipitate their waters over the lofty cliffs 
forming the we tern boundary of the Markarfliot. One of 
these treams falls upon a ledge in the rock, and has worn a 
pipe through it, having four apertures at different heights. 
when there is little water in the river, it falls ' directly 
down the pipe, and issues . only from the lowest; but 
when welled by rain, it ru hes from all the apertures, -
forming a very curious and magnificent cascade. Some of 
the rock composing these cliffi, con i t very fine ranges 
of lofty column. Eyafialla Jokul soar e the e tern 
ide of the vall y. It is covered ·tb 

y two thirds of its height, which 
Dl;lnish officen no gaged 

scertained 
aH~,ving the co t 







to be about 5,500 feet. On some parts of the sides of this 
mountain, m~nificent glaciers have been formed, the snow 
having descended in 'several places almost to the valley, 
and become frozen into solid masses, which assume a great 
variety of singular and abrupt fOrIm. 

The appearance' of the Westmamt Islands from Hli'derende 
is very-picturesque; and we were told that they consist entirely 

, of lava. The nearest to the coast is about twelve miles dis. 
tant; and ,tp.-e most ren:tote about twice that distance. Only 
one of them, called Heimae , is inhabited, and the people 
are by no means re pected by their neighbours on the main'. 
land, who rep~esent them as being remarkably indolent, and 
depraved in their ' habits. Their food con ists chiefly of ful. , 
mars an~puffin, (the procellaria Glacialis, and Alca Arctica 
Of Linnceus) , which ar,e ' '.lightly alted' and' barrel1ed~ This is 
the principal aliment of the people of t Kilda, the'most re
mote of the western island of Scotland, which I visited, in the 
year 1800'; and a peculiar and' fatal di ease which attacks 
children, is common in both place, and may probably· be 

.0ccasioned' by the mode of living. The e island produce a 
great quantity of feather ; and, until the great eruption took 
place in 1783, there was abundance of fish around them; but 
ince that period, the fishing on thi' coa t i reported to have 

been much Ie, s productive~ T~ere is a church in the island 
of Heimaey, said to he one of the best in Iceland; but it does 
not appear to he of much use in improving the characters of 
those for whose benefit it i intended: I~ the same island, 
there is a sroaH creek, which form a tolerable harbour, but it 
is equally difficult to enter or to leave it, on account of tb 
strong currents, and the hea y sea, which generally roll 
around th i lands when the wind, is a little more than mo

ly high. 
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A journey fo the eastern part of Iceland, along the sou -
ern coa t, is rendered .very difficult y the river ; and j ot 
often attempted, even by the natives of the country; r 
Kattlagiau Jokul, the road is chiefly along the ~hore; but 

. when the rivers are swolleu, it is usual to cross sonte of the 
mountains to avoid tliem. During two days of the journey 
to Berufiord, which is the most southerly station on the t .. 
ern coaSt, no habitations are met with; and an express ca not 
reach that place from R ikiavik in less than fourteen . days. 
Berufiord, Rodefiord,'and Vapnafiord, are the only ports on 
thi side of the island. 

We had intended to proc~ed farther to he e.astward, in 
order t:o examine Kattlagiau Jokul, and the lava of 1783; but 
being aware, that should the Elhe ret~rn, even at this time, 
we sh.,ould necessarily be detained till a late peripd of the 
.year, and probably the greatest part of the winter; and hav .. 
ing been informed th,at the brig Flora, which we had left Ii 

Stromness, after failing to procure a cargo on the east a~ 
north coa ts, was daily expected at Reikiavik, and would e .. 
main re only' a few days, we resolved to avail ourselves of 
thi opportunity of returning to Britain. We therefore . ro. 
ceded, on tbe evening Qf tHe 5th, down tbe valley of . . 
Mark rfliot, towara Reikiavik, having been furnished w· 
fresh borses by Sysselman Thoranson, ' who attended us 
Odde. The S lman is famed in the co ntry 
hor man, and for being possessed of ~n excellent 
the Icelander s a great regard for their 

reaking them to 
their cu hions, 

'on ith much na:1lflIl 





• ity .of 
f render the climat perhaps too un

"':::I_illY for extensive ,?ultivation. We passed the church of 
""t>t •• tatlr, which is the richest living in Iceland; the 

being 182 dollar . 
. r:..:t~_~ found Odde under some small green hill , not far from 

u.r. .wallik of the Rangaa. The church is one of the best struc
'fery like that of Skalholt; and the priest's hou e i 

large and commodious. Th 0 e was at this time occu .. 
pied by the wirlow of the late minister, whose successor, the 
_,,,,,'_r Theologie~ Steingrim Jon n, had not yet taken pas .. 

ion of it. Tbe . ow and her family ere very hospitable , 
n, a young man of uperior manners and under .. 

was very as iduous in hi attentions. Although wt) 

~~ • • ~d at a late hour, nd were not much disposed for e ting, 
ought necessary to prepare a repast for ~S; and ae,; 

~~;4 ••• ~" a little before twelve o'clock, baked mutton, and a 
boiled in milk, were set.. before u . 

~;~ .. tJy in til ing of th«: 6th, we were preparing for 
bstantial breakfast of mutton, coffee, 

C) 
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The way to Eyarback om Odde, i long and tiresome. e 
fir t pa sed through the Rangaa by a deep and difficult fo,d, 
and, after scrambling among bogs, we crossed the Thio 
at a place where it wa very broad. Owing to the shallow
ness of the stream, the boat grounded when not much more 
than ha~f way over, and we had to mount r h~rses, and ride 
about a hundred and fifty y~rds through a very dangerous 
quicksand. 

We now went towards the coast, where the plain becomes 
more sandy. On approaching Eyarback, we saw, at the dis
tance of a ~ w miles, the vapour ascending from the hot springs 
of Reikum~ which, had our time not been mnch limited (an 
xpres havin been sent to Oddc by Mr Fell, acquainting us 

of the arrival of the Flora, and wishing us to hasten our re
turn, if we desired to seize this opportunity of embarking), 
and had we not been quite familiarized with similar pheno
mena, we should have visited. Our not having done so is not 
to be regretted, as Sir John Stanley has given an excellent 
description of Reikum, in a letter to the late Dr Black, which 
is printed in the Transactions of the Royal Society of Edin .. 
burgh; from which I shall now transcribe it. 

, The valley is in this place fertile, and nearly half a mile 
, in breadth, It becomes more narrow toward the north; 
C and it is there rendered barren by heaps of crumbled 1 Wo, 

or other rubbish, brought down from the hills by the w 
, These have the appearance of artificial mounds, and a 
, number of spring are continually boiling thr h 
( Below the surfac , a general decomposition s 
, place: for almost wherever the ground i ton_L 
, strong heat is felt; a the loose earth and ston_~~._·~ 

• changing gradually into a clay, or bole of various c:oIo" 
f. and beautifully veined, rese bling variega 
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he beat may possibly proceed from a fermentation of the 
aterial composing these mounds; but more probably 

hould conjecture) from the prings and steam forced up 
rough them, The springs must have acquired their heat 

• at some greater depth, from some constant, ste dy cau e 
ever difficult to explain), adequate to the lenrrth of 

" 4 e they have been known to exist, with the same unvaried 
C force and temperature, 

, Springs do not boil on or near these hanks only. They 
, ise in every part of the valley; and, within the circumfe
, rence of a mile al}.d an half, 'more than an hundred might 
, easily be ,counted. Most of them are very small, and may ' 
, be just perceived simmering in the hole from whence the 
, steam is issuing. This, trailing on the ground, deposits, in 
, some places, a thin coat of sulphur. The proportion varies, 
c for, near some of the e small springs, scarce any is percep
, tible, whilst the channel by which the water escapes from 
.' others, are entirely lined with it for several yards. Neither 
, the water nor the steam from the larger springs, ever a~; 
, pear to deposit the smallest proportion of sulphur; nor can 
, the sulphureous vapour they contain be discovered, other
C 'se than by the taste of what has been boil d in them for 
, a long time. 

, Many prings boil in great cauldrons or basons, of two, 
, three, or four ~ t diameter. The water in these is agitated 

'th a viol~n ebulli ion, and vast clouds of steam fly off 
surface. Several little stre s are formed by the 

~""'-t~~"ich escape from the basons; and as the 'e r lain 
;)tI~PKtIkt ti r a considerable way, no r e ution 1 re-

o walk mong them with afety, 
e ometer constantly rose in these springs to the 

gree; a d in one small opening, from whence a 

o 
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I e IiLlnt2lU id, that the ground rough hi<.'h m 
gs ere boili g, w red oed to a clay of 

lours; In orne, the ater is uite turbid; 
*OIOOTlding to the colour of the clay through bich i 

, passed, is red, yellow, or grey, 
, The prings, however, from b e the water ove ws 

, in any grea.t quantity, are, to appearance, perfectly pu , 
'Th ost remarkable of the e was about fifty or sixty yard 
, from our tation, and was di tingui hed by t people of 
, the n 'g 0, by the name of the Little Geyser, Tb 
, water of it bo'led with a loud and rumbling noise in a well 
, of an irregular fo m; of about ix feet in its greatest dia .. 
C meter; from theoce it b t forth into tbe air, and subsided 
• again nearly every minute. The jets were dashed iQto spray 
, as· ~ey r ,and were from twenty to thirty feet high. 

Volumes of s m or vapour ascended w' them, and .. 
, ~:)!Id a ost magnificent effect, particu rly ·f the d k 

which almost hung over the fountaiu, formed a • 
, ground to the pictu • The je l'lsmg. 
, oblique direction, by two or three large stones, whicll y 
, he 1!dge of the b • Bet een these and the hill, the 

'2nMIDICi (to a di aooe 0 eight or 0' e tj' remarkably 
nd entirely bar of vegetation. I ' stir 

M2~ instantly in . e pl 
, -eo t of 8W.lrKllill' 

, 0 ly ere 
, place, there wa a alig t 

ich, ta te."; SeeDllea 
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from under on of the moun lose to the river. I 
.. ern 'D are, I think, in.80me respects, rno e beautiful than 
, those of the former. They rise arly to the same height; 
~ and e q tity of ater thrown up at one time i greater. 
, nd at 80 much scattered ·into spray. The jet conti. 
, nue seldom longer than a minute; and the interval be. 
'twee them are from five to six minutes, They are for d 
, to bend forward from the 11, by the shelving of bank, 
, or probably their height w~uld be very cousiderable; for 
, they appear to be thrown up with great force. We never 
, dared approach near enough to look ' deep into the well J 

, but we could perceive tbe water boiling near it surface, 
C from time to time, ith much violence. The ground in 
~ fi nt of it was covered with a white incru tation, of a ~ore 

utifulappearante than the dep'o ition neal" y othe 
, spring in thi place. By a trial of it with acid , it s ed 
, lmost en irely calcareous, 

, I ha; e now described to you the two most remarkab16 
D 'os in til alley of Reikum, the only t 0 which 

, throw up- ter to a c wemble height with an r~ i. 
• The~ are some fr whence, in course of every 

alf ur, utifu] je bur t xp ctedly J 

] a t4 oonds, and 
1 



-~eDlled to have served at some former perio as the wen of 
fountain. It wa of n irregular form, and from four to 

, fi e feet in diameter. It wa divided into different hollows 
, or cavities at the depth of a few feet, into which we could 
, not see great way, on account of their direction. A quan
'tity steam issued from these rece se , which prevented us 
• from examining them very closely. We were stunned whi~e 
c standing near tbi cavern, and in orne mea ure alarmed, hy 
c an amazing loud and continued noi e which came from the 
'bottom. It was a loud a the bla t of air forced into the ' 
, furnace from the four g.reat cylinders at the Carron iron-

ork. 
, could di cover no water in any of the cavities; but 

, we found near th place many beautiful petrifactions of 
, leaves 'and mosse. They were formed with xtreme deli
, cacy, but were brittle and would not bear much handling; 
, their substance seemed chiefly argiIlaceou • 

" We perceived smoke issui~g from the ground in many 
, place in the higher part of the valley, much further than 
, 'We extended our walks. I am sorry to say we left many 
, things in thi wond rful country unexamined; but we were 
, check d in our journ y by many circumstances, which al
C lowed us neither the I isure nor the opportunity for explor
, ing every part of it a we could have wished. The sub
I stances deposited near the different springs seemed to me, 
, in general, a mixture of calcareous and argillaceous earths; 
, but near one spring, not faT from our tents, there seemed 
I to be a sltg t deposition of ilicious matter. To he eye it 
, resembled calcedony; but with its transparency, it had 
• not the same hardness, and, if pressed, would break to 
• pieces. The water you have analysed came ' from this 
• spring, and we were oblig~d to take SOQle care i filling 
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c the bottles; for though gradually heated, they would break 
, when the water wa poured into them, if it had not been 
, previously expo ed to the air for some minute in an open 
, vessel. 

, The water of this spring boiled, as in most of the 
, others, in a cauldron four or five feet broad. I do not 
, recollect to have een any of it either thrown up above a 
, foot, and some meat we dres ed in it tasted very strong of 
, sulphur. 

" ' Mr Baine, by a measurement of the depth, the breadth, 
, and the velocity of the tream flowing from the Little Gey
, seF, found the quantity of water thrown up every minute 
, by it to be 59,064, wine gallons, oJ' 78.96 cubic feet. r 
, Wright and my elf followed the stream, to observe how 
, far any matter continued to be depo ited by the water. 
, We found SOIlIe little still deposited where it joined the 
, river a quarter of a mile at least from its source. At 
, that place, it retained the heat of 38 by Fahrenheit' s ther
, mometer.' 

We found Eyarback near the mouth of the river RIvas, 
which is formed by the rivers which join near Skalholt, 
and that which flO\l'\' ~ from the lake of Thingvalla. Here 
a large quantity of the fucu palmatu (called in Scot~and, 
dulse) i prepared by drying. It i packed in casks, and ill 
a short time give out a white and omewhat saccharine 
powder. In this tate it i eaten by the natives, eit er 
raw or with butter, or boiled in milli. The merchant who 
is ~ettled here i a Mr L mbas on, who wa at this time i 
Denmark. During his ab ence, the bu inc 8 i carried on by 
hi wife, and his agent Mr P terson, who receiv d us very 
civilly. Tl e harbour i by no m an a safe one ; and, in . . 
bad . weath r, exceedingly dang r9us of approaC?~l :. Fi~4ing 
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tate of the tide, we could not cross the 
~ •• ~rbich is here about haIfa mile broad) till midnjght, we 
;,.~meQ ou tvee by sleeping a few hours. We had om 

o Ie in et' g ferrymen out of their b d , but ,ve wer 
nan eKcellent boat, our horses swimming after us, 

.lIIlmJ';'QI~:U and horse cross at this place durin the ..,ummer 
ere told that sometime so many a goO eros ' ed in 

tie day. 
Having proceeded a mile or two along the river, we began 

t6 ascend the ridge of volcanic hills which extend aIm 0 , t with
out interruption from the lake of Thi.lgvaUa to the extremity 
of the Guldbringe 8Y88e1. We ,had a fine ,i w from the 
heights, of Hekla, and the whole country we had pa sed 
through, toward' EyafiaUa J okul, which bounded the scene. 
We now encountered lava, many stream of which we pass. 
ed; and after travelling through twenty-five miles of a dis
trict entirely 'd waste by fire, we arrived at Reikiavik 
&bout nOOD, on the 7th of August, 'considerably fatigued; 

progress having been very slow on accoun of the ex
'ti1ll'l!:IIle ruggednes of the country. The lengt of the journey 

accompli hed, was abou~ 280 mile. Thu our 
• ted; and we immediately commenced our 

«,r leaving a country, whose inhabitants and 
had 8UTVeyed with singular gratifi-

the vegetabl~s, the seed of which we had 
aJ in Iceland, tolerably well ad vanced. 

of a good i%e; he pease were just 
ishes, . ere, m tard, had most-

; but the c bbage not made much 
r ry en ~rg' s garde , the potatoes ..were 

partook of a di of , a d of w 
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grown ol-rhabie. Nasturtium, lupines, 
hardy annl,lal flowers, had advanced to perfecti'--'':.";~ ..... 
den berg's dining-room, which they greatly c:od._fW~ 
ornament. 

The attentions of all our friends were rene on out 
riva1, and the Bi hop repeated. a present of a sheep for 
third tim ; a mark of his hospitality which we shall nelier 
forget. That our want might be up.plied, w had only to 
express them to Mr Frydensberg or Mr imon·son. 

On Sunday the 12th, we went to an entertainment to which 
we h~d been invited by: the merchant, who desired to pay 
a compliment before w~ departed. In the morning they all 
displayed their £lad- ,from . their house , and at two 0' clock we 
sat down to a very good dinner~ 

Having, a short time before our departure, addressed a 
letter to the Deputy-governors, e pressive of our gratitude 
for all the attention which had been bestowed upon us, . and 
reque ting them, to communicate our thanks to the people of . 
the various districts through which we had travelled, for t . 
hospitality and ' kindne s" we received the following let 
reply:-

, Peril1ustri, nobilissimo Domino Georgio 

salutem plurimam. 

, Literas tuas, vir nobili ime, h\HDani 
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U'M v tr ,ut t vi cO u tudm~ , imp ritire, non in .. 

umanitati gent! tribu tut, eui e po tulamu . 
'Acci d nique, vi nobili ime! no tras inte errim 

( grates, pro tua t ociorum dulci, amica, et .urbanl: conv r .. 
, atione quam ratl\. diu col rou m mori!. :Pro p rrima te, 
"tuosqu itill ri ocio, no tra et in ulre huju Incolarurn 
, prosequuntur vota ! 

, R ikiavic ,d. 3 At1gu ti 1 10: 

, THORAN ON. 

, EINAR ON. 

, FRYD:EN :BERG. 

We mu not omi mentionin<r, that we al 0 received a 'l t
ter written in tol rably good Engli h, from the Chief J u tic 
Stephenson, in which he 'expre d him elf in term highly 
flattering to u. He pre ented veral book and his picture . 
to u ; a~d of the e, a well a many other marks of his re;" 
gard and ho pitality, we shall v r retain a grateful remem. 
brance. 

e were now about to take I av of a people who 'to-
ation had oft n . cit d our pity. Bing of quiet and harmles 
di position ; baving nothing to rous th m into a state of 
activity, but th nece tty of providing mans of ub i tence 
for the winter eason; notning to in pir emulation; no ob
ject of ambition; the Icelanders may be aid merely to live. 
But they po e ' innate good qualitie , whi h, independ ntly 
of the consciousn s of their form r importance, have pre-
erved ~h ir gen ra1 character a I an amiable community. 

They have inde d come negligent with te pect to the clean
line of th ir per on and dwellin~s; but they deserve a high 
place in th cal of morality and religion . . The example of 
the ne ha done very material injury to the moral cha· 
• 
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ract r of tho e with whom they h ve constant intercour 
but beyond the precinct of Reikiavik, the people are found 
po essed of their pri tine worth and implicity. To religiou 
dutie they are trictly attentive; and though the clergy. are 
not in O'cneral rai ed above the level of the pea at try, in any': 
re pect but in their sacred office, yet they have been able to 
preserye the regard due to tho e who are con idered as pecu
liarly the ervant of the upreme Being. 

To ay that crim s ar rare;. i perl ap a Ii ht compli .. 
ment to people who have few temptations to commit them. 
Except. at eikiavik, vice i hardly known; and even there, 
when we reflect oJ? th~ 100 liv of me of the Dane , it is 
astonishing how little proO'ress it ha made ·among th natives. 

To the laws of hosp~tality they are particularly attentive. ' 
If they i e littl , it i be au e they have little to give. To 
mea ure th ir di po ition by their po ,er of b, towing; would 
~ a very unju t timate. 

The 'hi tory of the Ice] n~er point out sufficient rea ns 
for the decline of activity and enterprize. In pronouncing 
upon their charact r, ' therefor, orne c~ ution i n ce 'ary. 
Tra ell r , when they find them elve obliged to ubmit to 
pri~ation before unknown to .thcm, when they experience a 
deficiency of alacrity in upplyinO' their w nt , and a gres,tt 
degree of iJ differenc in the behaviour of the pcople among 
whom they sojourn, are too apt to ~ rm a hasty and partial 
judgment of their char ct r. Orne of th occurrences we ex· 
p rienced in Iceland mi ht h ve entitled u to speak un· 
favo rably of the inha itant , had we be n di posed to judge 
of them inconsiderately. But wh n we recoIl cted what Ice
land r once we're; when w a w the d pre cd state of thi 
poor, but hi hly r p ctable people; and p rc ived th t til Y 
till retained that mild spirit (once, too, an indepeud nt alld all 
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enterprizing one) which taught them to regulate their affairs 
with prudence, and to live together in the utmost harmony; 
we could not help admiring their patience and contentment. 

Yet still, e' n here, content can spread a charm, 
Redres the clime, and all it rage di arm. . 
Tho' poor the pea ant's hut, his feasts tho' smal1~ 
,He ee his little Jot, til lot of all ; 
Sees no contiguous palac rear its head, 
To shame the meanness of his humble shed; 
No co tIy lord the sumptuous banquet deal, 
To ,mak him loathe hi hard-earn'd scanty meal; 
But calm, and bred in ignorance and toil, 
Eaoh wish contracting, fits him to the so~l. 

. In tiles pages enough will probably be found to excite 
. campa ion in every Briti 11 breas for the calamitous .situa

tion of an innocent and amiable people, at that critical p riod 
when oppression or neglect may overwhelm them in misery. 
The distracted state of Europe \Vill not, we trust, be con ider
ed as a rea on that Britain should di regard their wants, or 
withhold relief; for Iceland requires no acrifice of blood or 
treasure. In the pre ent state of Europe, however, Iceland 
cannot be supplied without, our perinitting the trade with Den
mark to go on a heretofore. 

.on the 19th of Augu~f: we set sail ' for England, and, after 
a tempestoous voyage of fourteen day , during which Cap-, 
tain ,Butterwick of the Flora paid us every attention in hi 
power, we landed at Stromness. The only occurr.ence, dur
ing the voyage, worth mentioning, was that of a flock of 
wagtails and two sparrow-hawk perching on the rigging 
of the ' ship one morning, during a heavy gale, when we 
were at least 100 mile from any land. 'On our coming in 
sight of the rock called Barra and Rona, off the north of 
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the i land of Lewi , the wagtail left us. 
deprived one of the hawks which wa caught, of the mean 
of flying, by clipping it wings. ' We saw, at diff~r nt times, 
a considerable number of large whale ; ~nd were struck with 
the resemblance between the forcible jets of water which they 
threw from ~their no trils, and some of the fountain we had 
seen in Iceland. We remained in Orkney two days, and went 
to see the town of Kirkwall. Althou -rh this country did not 
strike us as by any means beautiful when we first saw it, we 
now derived very high pratificatiort from the ight of corn 
fields and garden ; and were particularly deliO'hted with the 
few small trees which g ow about Kirkwall. Having hired a 
boat, we irite'nded to proceed by water to Inverne s; but 
bad weather forced us into the harbour of Wick in Caithness· 
shire. From thence we proceeded to Dunrobin, and crossed 
the Dornoch Frith to Ross- hire, pursuing our journey by 
la~d to Edinburgh, where we arrived in health and safety, 
after an absence of nearly five months. 
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JlE term on which a tenant holds a farm in Iceland, are 
imilar to what is called teelbow in cotland. The rent is 

paid in two parts. First, there is a.land rent, or Land-skuld 
a it i called, which is a fixed urn rated accordi,ncr to.an old 
aluation; econdly, there is ' a certain rent paid for a per

manen: stock of cattle and sheep, which is transferred from 
tenant to tenant, every succeeding one being obliged to take 
it on certain conditions, and to leave the arne number on his 
q itting the' farm. The tenant, however, is at liberty to keep 
as much stock as he can support, without· paying any addi
tional rent. The Land-skuld is paid in various ways; in 
money, wool, tallow, &c. &c.; that for the permanent stock 
chiefly in butter. 

Leases for a term of years are not common in any part of 
the i land. The same tenant continues to possess the land, 
u s the proprietor can pro e that the farm has been ne- ' 
~cted, or that the farmer ha ' mi8C~nducted himself. The 
1& i effectual in pre nting abu 8 in the dismissal often-

.' 
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ants; for if a farmer can prove by a surv~y of the Hre.psti
ore, or two respectable persons of his own profe ion, that 
his farm ha not been neglected, he cannot be r moved; 
but he may quit hi farm whenever he pI ases. The practice 
of letting farm from year to year is not uncommon' six 
months notice being necessary for the tenant to qui~. 
. A farrp, the disposable value of which i about 200 rix
dollars, pays a Land- kuld of from four to six. The nominal 
price of land has, in many instances, doubled within the last 
forty years; not, however, in consequence of any improve
ment, but of the depreqiation of the government paper, The 
rixdollar, which is paper, is worth four shillings Engli h, 
when at pal'. A gui~ea in Iceland, at the time we left the 
island, was worth fifteen paper dollars; and ince my arrival 
in Scotf nd I have been offered' twenty for a guinea.* The 
increase of rent has taken place chiefly on the permanent 
stock of the farm. 

Besides the rent payable to the proprietor, a farmer is 
obliged to pay a proportion to the parish priest, according to 
the rent of his farm; and to kecp a lamb for him during the 
winter sea on, taking it in October, and returning it in good 
condition about the middle of May. 

A general description of a farm-house was given in the 
account of our first excursion. We hall now de cribe one of 
the best sort, that of the provo t at Storuvellir, of which an 
accurate plan wa taken. 

a. The entrance pas age, 40 feet long, and 4 feet wide. 
b. The kitchen. 
c. Fuel-room.t 

• At present (July 1812) the exchange is 25 rixdoUars fOl' a pound terling. 
11 

t Bad turf dried cow and he p dung, and fish bone , are the articles used a 

• 

• 
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d. B nn, or tore-room. 
e. B d-room, 40 feet long by 8 feet ,~ide, with a rece s 10 

feet by 8. 
f. A wainscotted room, with bed tead ~ This is an ap

pendage only to some of the principal dwellings, and ' 
is usually crowded with saddles, harness, and imple .. 
ments of variou kinds. It has frequently a small 
window in the end. 

g. Dairy. 
71. Out·house. 
i. Smithy. 

fuel. I n the Westmann i lands, they we d!:it:d sea-birds. Fuel i.s very scarce; 
and in the houses of the Icelanders, ~here is only one fire in the kitchen, which. is 
placed 011 the floor; stoves being seldom seen even in the houses of better sort 
of farmers. 
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k. Out-house. 
I. Cattle-house. 
m. An endo ure for hay and turf, to which there' 

often over the top of the hou e. . 
The servants are generally orphans, or the children ofver 

poor farmers. As they are considered nearly on a level with 
their master's children, it is not uncommon for marriage to 
take place between them; and a poor farm r end his on 
or daughter to serve in the house of one in more affluent cir .. 
cumstances, in hop s oLsuch a connection being formed. 

The wages given to rvants, male and female, amount to 
from four to ix dollars a-year, sometimes more, be ides food 
and clothes. By the e, and the other ember of the family, 
every thing that" is necessary for ub istencc and clothing i 
prepared, nd all busines performed. During the winter 

. season, ' the family rises about six or even o'clock in the 
morning. One is sent out to look after the sheep; another 
attends the cattle; some are employed in making ropes of 
wool or horse hair; one is in the smithy making horse shoe 
and other articles. Spinning is performed with a spindle and 
distaff, and sometimes with a wheel. Some, both men and wo~ 
men, knit and weave, and others prepare heep- kins for fi h .. 
ing dres es. While so many are thus occupied, one erally: 
reads aloud, in a singing tone, different tale and hi tories. 
Most farm-houses are supplied with books containing such 
tales; and the people e change book with each other for the 
ake of variety. The onlI opportun y hey have of making 

this exchange is when they meet at chur, re, even dur .. 
ing the most inclement p rt of the sea OD, a.1j w al aya con
trive to be pre tit. The people sometimes amuse them 1 
with a game some hat like drafts; with cds; D 

pI Y ches treltlely well. 
• 
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Th I elanders divide the day and night into nine periods. 
From midnight to three 0' clock in the morning they call Ot· 
ta; from three to ix, Midurmorgun; from six to nine, Dag. 
mal; from nine to twelve, Hac i; the first hour and a half 
after noon, Midmunda; from half past one to three o'clock, 

oon; from thre to six, Mi"duraftur; from six to nine, 
, attmal; from nine to twelve, Midnat. There are but few 
clocks in the i land, all they are not "cry good. 

e saw in different place particularly at Huaneyre, piece 
of very ood cloth which had been manufactured in the coun- ' 
try. The ort called wadmal differs, from cloth, in being what 
is called i,n thi country, tweeled. Blue and black are the 
lUO common colour, One piece of cloth which we saw was 

mi oed black and white. Diffi rent shades of yellow are u ed, 
and not unfrequently for tocking. The process of dyeing 
are v ry imple. The leaves of the arbutm uva ursi, the lyco
podium alpinum, the lichen L landicus, and some others, are . 
employed. Stockings are filled with the lichen Islandicus, 
and boiled. When cloth is to be dyed, the vegetable sub· 
stanc ar chopped mall, and spread over the cloth, which 
i thell rolled up and boiled. Black is obtained by strewing, 
a rich black e rth, 'found in some of the bogs, over tbe cloth, 
after i a been boiled with the arbutus U'lJa ursi, when it js 

again rolled up and boiled. We saw none of this earth, but 
probably it contains a con iderable proportion of iron, which" 
with the a tringent matter of the plant, affords the black co~ 
lour. Indigo is u ed for dyeing blue. 

The skin of horses a d cows, fA,fter having been 8te~ped 
for some time in urine, are frequently put into the liquor '" 

ich has been used for dyeing black; by hich means they 
u de a slight degr& of tanning. Sheep- kins are pre· 
'pa by being soaked in water till the wool loosen , which 
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i removed; and then the skin are drawn over a ram' horn 
fastened to the roof by it ends. 

Farm-hou es are for the most part built on dry knolls; and 
the round immediately around them i allotted for hay. The 
extent is greater or Ie according to circum tance ; and. 
thouCTh hay i by f: r the mo t important article to a farmc 
in Iceland, we do not r.ecolleot tp have s n any iCTn of 
exertions to improve a hay field by draining, or ptherwise, 
All the manure is ~estowed upon the little hillooks, which 
surround the houses like raves, into which the hay ground 
is generally partition d. About the time ~ of our artival in 
Iceland, the people were bu y preading the dung; and about 
the end of July, the hay harv t had be un in m ny places. 
The grass is neither close, nor lonll', at th time it i reckoned 
fit for cutting. We did not ob erve any fi Id in which the 
'!J.sele s or less nutritiou plants did not exceed, or at least 
equal in number, tho that were really valuable. Every thing 
'that grow is cut down by mean of a h9rt narrow cythe, 
with which the Icelander work expeditiou ly and neatly, 
makiT\g all the little knoll perf, ctly bare. When cut, the 
grass i commonly gathered together on orne even place, 
;vhere it can be turn d and tos ed conveniently. W ob erved 
in many place , that no more wa cut at a time than wh t 

would employ the people on the farm to dry; and before ny 
more was cut, the fir t portion wa carri d home. 'When 
bog-gras s are acees ible, they are carefully cut and made 
into hay. The proce s of drying is the same a with u ; and 
when carried home, the hay i made up into long and nar
row stacks, often before it is p rfectly dry, and cons~uelltly 

. much of it i spoil d by heating. The hay i kept chiefty 
the co 8, on wnic~ th people depend for much of t . r sub. 
si t nce. I vere w. ather, a little i ,gi n to t fih P and 
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but they often struggle through a hard winter with
out any sustenance but what they can procure for them
selves. 

As oon a the hay around the house is secured, the far
m.er give a feast, or harve t-home. This i a supper of which 
the chief delicacy is porridge, made of meal of some sO.t;t, 
an milk. When the whole hay-harvest is finished, another 
feast take place, ' when a fat sheep is killed. ' Though neither 
dancing nor singing are called in aid, these feasts are· chear-
ful and merry. 

Tl1.e' immense exten~ of the bogs and, swamps ' of Iceland 
ender it obvious to anyone who has attended to the subject, 

tha the c1imA e must L~ greatly detcri9rated.by the evapora-
iOll from th,em. Were the People to set about draining the 

bo ,they would find not only the· climate improve, but the 
quantity of gra s fit for hay to increase largely. There seems . 
to be some prejudice again t draining, which a little inter
course with Britain may probably removea We do not know 
any place where draining could be more easily or ' more ad· 
'antageously practised than Indreholm, and in the country 

lying between Akkrefell and the kardsheide. 
I The cattle, ill point of size and !lPpearance, 'are very lik~ 
the largest of our highland orts, except in <:me respect, 
'that those of Iceland are seldom seen with horns. As in 
~ther countries, we meet with nner cattle on some farms than 
on other ; but, from every observation we could make, and 
inti rmation we could obtain, the Iceland farmers know nothing 
of the art of breeding tock. The bulls are in general ugly, 
and no use is made of them till after they ar five years old. 

rearing a bull-calf no more attention is paid to him than 
others. Taking all the circu stan of management to-

r, we bad ome reason to. be surpri ed to d the oattle 
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upon the whole so handso!De. The co s in general yield a 
considerable quantity of milk, many of them ten or twelve 
quart per day, and orne a good deal more. Milk is usually 
made into hat is called skier, which has been already m 
tioned. 

Sour whey, mixed with water, i a favqurite beverage of 
the Icelanders, and they seldom travel without a. upply of it. 
Butter, how ver, i the chief article among th products of 
the farm, and of thi the Icelander eat a surprising quanti
ty. They value it m.ost after it has been barrelled, without 
salt, and kept veral years. It i wonderful how well butter 
Ite ps in thi manner;. it arrives at a· certain degree of ran
cidity, beyond which it does not pas. The. mell and taste 
of the sour butter are very disagreeable to English palates, 
though Icelander delight in it. When there i a scarcity of 
butter, the people eat tallow~ The former was not very plen
tiful last summer, and con equently little tallow was brought 
to ma;ket'; and we-have· een children eating lumps of it with 
as much pleasure a our little one . xpres when sucking a 
piec of ugar-candy. _ When people 0 to the northern dis
tricts for ·the purpo e of cutting hay, they are paid for their 
'Work in butter, at the rate of 30tbs. per week. It is made in 
ohurns of the form mo t common in thi country, in which 
the cream is agitated by the perpendicular motion of a 
plunger. • ometimes two ' are worked by one handle, fastened 
to a cross piece of wood, to which the plungers are connect .. 
ad by projecting arms, the cross piece forming the angle be
tween . them and the handle, and ' turning on two pivots. 
There i not much cheese made in Iceland, and they d not 
begin to manufacture it till late in the eason. It is of 
inferior quality. The manufacture of butter and sour 
employ farmer's wife fluring hi ab nco, lIe 
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gaged in fishing. In orne parts pf the country, the servant 
or children are mployed in gathering lichen and angelica 
root. The form r is carefully dri d and packed for use; and 
the latter i buried, and u ed more as an article of luxury 
than of sub i ten' e. 
. TIle heep of· Iceland appear to be the same with the old 
Scotch. highland sort, which is now nearly xtinct. Th yare 
larger, howev r, and the w~ol i long and oft, bu not 
tiDe. Many of them are entirely , black, and a gr at pro
portion ar black and white. The weol i never horn, 
but pulled off. Much of it i 10 t before it is taken off.; 
and what r main, after han ing for a time on the animal's 
back, b om poiled and felted by the rain. The heep ar 
veFY much in~ t d by vermin, known in England by the 
name of ticks and keds. The lamb are early restrained from 
sucking; the ewe are milked, ' and butter is made from the 
produce. 

It is part of th employment of the wo~n, during winter, 
to pick and cl an the wool, and to pin it. A con iderable 
quantity i exported; and it i 0 varuable an article in Den
mark, that it II in Iceland for a inuch as coarse wool in 
the north of cotland. ' 

About th y ar 1756, an aU mpt wa made to improve the 
wool in Iceland, by the introduction of S pani h rams; but, 
o ing to n rlig nee, it was unsuccessful. With that zeal for 
bettering. tll condition of hi country which distingui hes 
him, Mr Stephen on of Indreholm brought a few Merino rams 
and ew from orway in the year 1 0 . Th ir wool i toler
ably Rne, but by no mean 80 good as that of the l\ferinos in 
England. We aw the lamb of the fir t ero between them 
nd the Iceland ewe , and th y promi d very well. If Mr 
tev on perseveres in his laudabl exertions, nd if th~ 
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people can be made sen ible of the advantages to be derived 
from improving the wool, he will have the satisfaction of hav. 
ing begun a most beneficial improvement. 

Tohe gathering of the heep from the mountains before the 
commencoment of winter, is a' very important part of the 
busines' ,of an Iceland farmer. As soon as the hay harve t i 
over, and when ,the Hreppstiore, or pari h officer, think that 
tbe f~rmers are ready, he inform the ,Sys lman of the di trict, 
who causes a notice to be given in the churche , that on a cer .. 
tain day the gathering of the she p hall.commence, and, at the 
ame time, appoint a place ofrendezvou . Every farmer who 

, has a con iderable purt of hi tock feeding o~ the mountains, 
mu t send on man; Of, if the nl,lmber of hi heep be very 
small, be may join with another whose ca e i imilar, and 
tog ther they send on . When the men destined for this 
ervice as mble, they chuse ne who ha hud much experi

ence, whoI'n they agr e to obey, and they give him the title 
of king, and the pow r of electing two a ociate as coun el ~ 

lor. 00 the appointed day they me t at the place fi .. ed up
on, perhaps to tb number of ZOO, on hor ehack. Having 
pitched their tent , and committed their horses to the care of 
children who have accompanied tl m, the king, on hors • 
ba 1<, giv hi orders, and ' end ·the men off two and two, 
trictly enjoining them not to 10 e sight of their comrade. 

-Having collected a many beep a they can find, they drive 
them toward the tent , and then hift their quarters. Thus 
th ~ go on during a week, when they take all the beep to 

ne f the large pens constructed for the purpose, which con-
I ist of one large endo ure, urrounded by a number of mal. 
er ones, for th purpo e of paratiug the heep belonging to 

different p non. Thi bu iness is quite a rural fe tival; but 
th merriment is often mingled with the lamentation of those 

• 
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who h'ave 10 t orne of their sheep, or the quarrels of others 
who have aecidentally fixed upon the same mark for their 
property. The earch for sheep is repeated about the middle, 
and agaIn about the end, of October. At this last time, those 
only who have failed in recovering their sheep on he former . 
occasions, are engaged. Every animal that i unproductivet 

01' which cannot be used, must, by a law whi~h is strictlyen .. 
forc d, be sent t~ the mountains about. the end of May, in 
order that. as much fine grass as possible may be saved for the 
milch cows and ewes, 'and for making h~y. 

Mention ha been made in the Journal, of the excellence 
of the riding horses ~f this country. When a young horse is 
thought to promise we 1, his nostrils .are slit UP1- the Iceland .. 
ers believing, that when exercised, or ridden hard, this opera
tion will allow him to breathe more freely. It is not likely 
that the hor es of Iceland could run on our roads at the great 
I'ate at which we have 'Seen them go, for any length of time. 
They are accustomed to' scramble slowly :through the bogs 
and over rocks, and to dart rapidly forward whenever they 
come to dry and smooth ground. In travelling, a man has 
generally two or three horses with him, and he changes from 
one to another as they become tired. 

The -saddle for the use of women resembles an elbow
chair, in which they sit with their feet resting on a board. 
Som of them are highly onlamented with. brass, cut into va
rious figures. The common people aU ride in the same way, 
with the legs tride, the women having their feet raised so 
high, that th ir knee are considerably above the back of the 
hors 

For grinding corn, e Icelanders use small handmills, the 
with those known in Scotland by the name of querns. 
ugh there 18 little encouragement from the climate, yet 
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. there are orne parts of Iceland where ex riments mig 
made in Gultivating barley, potatoe , and turnips. Along the' 
shor~s, where the soil i sandy, and where sea-weeds c be 
procured in abundance, omething in this way might be don . 
But nothing can be effected without the superintendan e of 
some active and intelligent person, able to combat the pre
j udices, and to encourage the exertions of the native . . 



S,TATE OF COMMERCE. 

CHAP. V. 

Ii ROM the beginning of the 17th century till the year 1776, 
the trade of Icel~nd was in the hand of a chartered company, 
during the exi tence of whose monopoly the Icelanders were 
greatly oppressed. The Iceland trade however did not con
tinue to hold out it original temptation ; and at length an 
unwillingne s to risk capital in prosecuting it, became appa
roCnt. These circumstance induced the Dani h government 
to adopt a sy tern, the liberality of wh!ch deserves the highest 

ra.ise. Before the trade was declared free, it was nominally 
vest d in the !{jng for a period of ten years, and was carried 
on with a fund, amounting to 4,000,000 dollars, provided by 
the government, and of which the King wa director. At the 
end of ten year, when the vessel ' and stock were sold at 
greatly re~uced prices, it was found that the capital had 
diminished 600,000 dollar. The remainder of the fund was 
plac d under the management of commissioners, who were 
em wered to lend mOll y at four per cent. intere t to those 
who embarked in the trade to Iceland. The merchandize 
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beincr now freed from , impost of every k d, the encourage
ments held forth did not fail to take effect. The present state 
of the f~nd is not knoWn in Iceland' ; but the events of the 
war in retarding, and indeed putting a stpp to regular com~ 
munication, render it probable that con iderablo loss has been 
sustained. The freedom from impost wa proclaimed to con .. 
tinue for twenty years, at the end of which peri d, in the year 
1807, it was further prolonged' for five year . ' It i impossible, 
however, that, in so short a time, the trade can recover from 
the severe shock it has recently received. , In the years 1797, 
1798, and 1799, a verYl' con iderable'traffic in fish, wa carried 
on to Spain and the Mediterrane;:ln ; and' this period was cer .. 
,tainly one of the most favourable for the commerce of Ice
land that has ever occurred. Mr Thorlacius, a native mer· 
chant residing at BUdaI, iri the north-western part the 
island, speculated largely at that time, and made a consider
able fortune. At present he is esteemed' the most wealthy 
man in Iceland., 

Before the war, about fifty vessels, chiefly ' galliots of 100 
to 250 tons, were employed in the trade. Last year, not 
more than ten ships arrived in Iceland; and while we remain
ed there, not more than seven, including three from Britain, 
and one galliot laden with' salt from Lh'erpool, on account of 
Me SfS Phelps and Company of London. • 

, The nature of the trade with Iceland will be seen in the 
following tab s, taken from lVIr Stephenson's history of Ice
land during the 1 th century; and, to render them in lIig· .. 
ble, the wei hts and: mea ures are anne ed. 
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Current Prices of Icelandic Produce, 
in the Year 1810. 

1 Pair of Mittens, . . . . 
1 do. of tockings, • . . 
1 do. do. fine, . . . . • . 

I 

4: to 6 Skillings. 
12 to 18 do. 
64 Sk. to ] Rixdollar. 

I Woollen Jacket, • . . • 40 to 64 Skilling . 
1 do. fine, . . . . .. . .. 2 to 3 Rixdollars. 
1 Pund Wool, . . . . , . 12 to 20 Skillings. 
1 do. Eider-down, . .. 2 Rixd. 4~ Sk. to 3 Rixd. 
1 do. Feathers, . . • .• 16 to ZO Skillings. 
1 do. Tallow, . . . . .. ]6 to 22 do. 
1 do. Butter, . . . . . . 10 to 28 do. 
I kippund Stock-fish, . 12 to ZO Rixdollars. 
1 do. Salted Fish, . . . . 15 to 30 do. 
1 Barrel of Oil, . . . . . 12 to ZO do. 
1 White Fox- kin, . . . . 80 Skillings to 3 do. 
1 Black do ... ' 0 ' ••• 5 to 8 do. 
100 wan-quills,.... 2 Rixd. 48 Sk. to 3 Rixd. 
A Horse, . . . . . . . ... 6 to 40 do. 
A ow,......... 16 to Z4 do. 
A Ew with Lamb, . .• 2 to 2{ do; 
A Wet er, . . . . . . .. 2 to 5 do. 
A Lamb, . . • . • . • . . 80 Sk. to 1 Rixd. 32 Sk. 

The circulating medium of Iceland is the arne as that of 
Denmark; the coin being 10 sk., 8 sk., 4: sk., 2 sk., and 1 
skilling pieces. A consid rabl number specie dol1ars are 
in the i land, but ar seldom een; the natives being in the 
practice of hoarding them. The paper rixdollar i used in 
.all transactions. 
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In the pr ceding table, it will be een that the i land i 
divid d into four commercial di trict ; viz. Reikiavik, Eske
fiord, Eyatiord, and I afiord. Form rly, ther were si dis
tricts. Thi divi ion i not mer ly nominal, re!7 lations be
ing establi hed for merchant hip vi iting each district, and 
the ettlement of Danes or I<1elander a merchants. A ves-
el arrivin from Denmark in any di trict, i allow d to 

vi it all the port included in it; but is not allowe to go into 
any of the harbour of the oth r district. Every per on de
sirou of ettling in Iceland a a merchant, must become a 
burgher or freeman, of , the district in which he wi lles to 
e tabli h him elf. A settlement is obtained without difficulty, 
mo t commonly throu h the favour of the Governor or the 
Sy selmen; and with no other expence than that of a few dol .. 
lars for writings. 

The districts of R ikiavik and I afiord upply the greatest 
quantity of salted and dried fi h; and from tb latter the 
greatest exportation of oil takes place, on a count of the pro
ductiveness of the cod and hark fi heries. The northern and 
ea tern coa ts furni h the gre te t quantity of tallow, alted 
mutton, wool, and woollen good. The large quantity of tal. 
low and woollen . tuffi exported from the Reikiavik i trict, 
i not owing to the numbe of beep and cattle kept in thi 

*REIKIAVJK include, E KEFIORD, EVAPIORD, I AFJORD, 

Reikiavik. E kefiord. Eyafior . Isafiord. 
Havnefiord. Rodefiord. Hu avik 
Kieblivik. Berufiord. iglefiord. 
Eyarback. Vapnafiord. Bofsos. 

estmann Island . kagastrand. 

• 


