the time our journey occupied, ;md then ha.lted at _;he ,foot of .
a large mass of lava, and changed our horses; stoppitig no

longer than was necessary for shifting our saddles. The sub-

sequent part of our route, though still threugh an extremely

desolate country, was rendered more easy by the absence of
lava, and somewhat less forbidding by the appearance of thin-

ly scattered vegetation on the vallies, and on the sides of
some of the hills. Ere long we found ourselves inclosed in a

hollow among the mountains, from which there was no ap-

parent outlet; but following the steps of our guide, we pursued

a winding course, passing through a number of rivulets of
very thick muddy water which proceeded from under the snow

on the mountains.* - . _

As we went along we observed several craters in low si-
tuations, from which flame and ejected matter had proceeded
during the convulsions to which this part of the island has
been parttcularly subjected. After hayving advanced wbout
fifteen miles farther, and traversed a part of that immense
‘waste whnch forms the mtenor of Iceland, p.nd is pagnully
knm‘.oamtq;tbose whogo in aear'ch of stra red sheep, we

X path i i valley, having a
ey, aving
WF" &O us

' aidp ﬂmmuddenly broke ,thmugh the clM ' and the
bnll _31%1190&0&& his beams from ghﬁ?ergut pa;ggof this
supmed lm as 1f from a wrﬁwe qff_ ass Mhmmhy &
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the pﬁuclpal objects connected with the plan of ¢ our expedl- :
tion to Iceland. We hastened to the spot, and all our wishes
“were fully acc‘omphshed in -the examination of an object
which greatly exceeded the expectatlons we had formed. The
mineralogical facts which here presented themselves to oux""_
notlce, will be described in a subsequent chapter. _

" On ascending one of the abrupt pmnacles whlch rose out
of this extcaordmary mass of rock, we beheld a region, the
desolation’ of which can scarcely be paralleled. Fantastic
groups of hllls, craters, and lava, leading the eye to distant
snow-crowned. Jokuls; the mist rising from a waterfall;
lakes embosomed among bare, bleak mountains; an awful
profound silence ; lowering clouds ; marks all around of the
furious action of the most destructive of elements;. all com-
bined to impress the soul with sensations of dread and won-
der. The longer we contemplated this scene, horrible as it
was, the more ‘unable we were to turn our eyes from it; and a
conmderﬁ”bfe%me elapsed, before we could bring ourselves to
atfgn&ﬁf ) siness which tempted us to enter so fngbtful a
stric ﬁie%\iﬁtry Our dlscovery of obsidian afforded
; ich can only be und‘grstood by zeal-

1 we traverseﬁ an'mﬁn”éﬁsé nnd ’




3 %mmed by the MMM river, which -
'tifee in this paﬁ*of'thebmm&w and joins the [hiorsaa.
¥ Brandtéon told us that he had never been fartherin this
direction ; and pointed out to-us the Sprangd Sands, a vast
plain, consisting of volcanic matter, which is stretched over
“a great part of those inhospitable regions - already mentioned.
 Numerous obstacles present themselves to any peraon who
rmay tbmk of emermg thh dreadful countr
‘the want of food for horses is the principal. %enm, lakes,
‘streams of lava, all the horrors of nature combined, oppose
“every desire to penetrate into these unknown districts; and
the superstitious dread in which they are held by the natives
is readily excused, the instant they are seen, even from afar.
We saw the lake called Fiske Vatn, and the summits of se-
veral Jokuls, in the distance, which will be more partncularly
noticed afterwards, as we ohnerved them more d:stmctly frnm
another station. B
~Before we had aat!sﬁed our. cunostty, nm*-fei;
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aining the summit of a mountain whose fame has spread

to quarter of the world. At ten o’clock, nwswy ;
.ﬁém‘m&hvmg ‘collected our horses, we mounted
them, and began our expedition under circumstances as fa-
mMm wemmd ‘wish. = We rode through sand and lava
about three miles, m«u. surface became too rugged and
steep for horses. = Our guide proposed leaving the poor ani-
have stirred from the spot, we sent them back, not chusing
that such valuable and steady servants should remain a whole
day without food.  We now proceeded a considerable way
along the edge of a stream of lava, and then crossed it where
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hollows from which the ‘streams of .lava below appeared to
have flowed. While we had to pass over rugged lava, we ex-

perienced no great difficulty in advancing ; but when we ar-

rived at the steepest part of the mountain, which was cover-

ed with loose slags, we sometimes lost at one step, by tbeu'
yielding, a space that had been gained by several.. In some
places we saw collections of black sand, which, had there
been any wind, might have proved extremely troublesome.
The ascent now became very steep, but the roughness of the
surface greatly assisted us, % '
Before we had reached the first summit, clouds surround-
ed us, and prevented our seeing farther than a few yards.
Placing implicit confidence in our guide, we proceeded, and
having attained what we thought was the nearest of the three
summits, we sat down to refresh ourselves, when Brandtson
told us that he had never been higher up the mountain. The
clouds occasionally dividing, ‘we saw that we had not yet
reached the southern summit. After having passed a number
of fissures, by leaping across some, and steppi‘ug along masses
of slags that lay over others, we at last got to the top of the
first peak. -The clouds now became so thick, that we began
to despair of being able to proceed any farther. Indeed it
was dangerous even to move; for the peak consists of a very
narrow ndge of slags, not more than two feet broad, hav-
inga prec:pwe on each side many hundred feet high. One
of these precipices forms the side of a vast hollow which
seems to have been one of the craters:: At length the sky
cleared a little, and enabled us to ducoveg,, a ridge below,
thwsaemed to connect the peak we were on with the middle
- We lost no time in avanhng ourselyes of this opportu-
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w&k it i sky e clm, S 1 um view of
‘%omngg country. Towards the north it is low, ex-
wﬁ: Me a Jokul here and there towers into the regions of

ual snow. Several large lakes appeared in different
‘piaceb, ‘and amcmg‘ them the Fiske Vatn was the most conspi-

‘cuous. In this direction we saw nearly two-thirds across the

island. The Blafell and the Lange Jokuls, stretched them-
selves in the distance to a great extent, presenting the appear-

‘ance of .enormous masses of snow heaped up on the plains.
The swmr Jplm}, whence the great emphon that mk plwe







canoes, to R ok o e entitled. T ik
Etn aml Vemvms, both in tha fteqm.my md magm—

.'..,,souﬂ: md one pn the north sxde but there may e

_1Ws on the east side, which we did not see. The early
_eruptions of this mountain do not seem to have been regular-
1y recorded. Olafson and Paulson say, that after careful re-

search they found that the number of eruptions amounted to

twenty-two; and none are recorded ashavmg happened before - |
b y ' 1;._1004. There were eruptions in the y@@m 1137, 1222,
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.In the year 1"755 F errble uption proc
Mtam called Kattlagiau Jol{nﬂ’,'*' ‘whic i \te to
eastward of Eyafialla. From the accounts of this emp
tion, it does not appear that any lava flowed ; but immense
torrents of water carried destruction before them through
the neighbourmg country ; and igmted stones and ashes %ere ‘
thrown in all directions. The electrical pbenomena that ac-
companied this eruption, seem to have been very tremendons, :
several people and cattle having been killed by the lightning.
The mountain continued in a state of violent activity durmg'
a whole month; and, indeed, it may be said to have been
so during a whole year ; for, between January and Septem- ,
ber of the year 1756, five different eruptions took place.
We heard a report, that early in the summer the mhabltants
in the neighbourhood had some reason to apprehend an im-
pending eruption; but we could get no distinct account of
“the symptoms that had been observed. The earliest eruption
of Kattlagiau, appears to have happened-about the year 900;
and, since that penod o the great one in 1755 ouly ﬁve have
~ occurred. ; i

It is mentioned, mtbe lnsiory of Iceland

century, that an eruption took pface from Eyref:
the south-east. parbofﬂheashnd in the year 17
from the lake of Grlmsv.a;tn in the year 1716;5 4
{f»,in thp nowth cast qﬁartev of Icéhnd’, )

-




Jn ﬂle yaat 1000, an emptxoa took place in the Gulda
brmgé Syssel.  Another broke out near Reikianes in the year
1840 ; and one is said to have been seen at a great distance
in the sea, in the year 1583, similar to that which was observ-
ed pnecedmg the great eruption of 1783.

-

Theiotal xmmber of recor&ed e‘mptmns appeu& to be tha




- J,kilyieelaudxc auﬂmrs stand recorded thus: I
1000, 1104, 1137, 1222, 1300, 1340, 1341, 1362,
" 1538 (Ve!mnus erupﬂﬁeﬁm.. rear), 1554 ( 1583
1619, 1636 (Etna), 1693 (Vesuvius, 169% Etna, 1694),4;"}"
1717 (Vesuvius), 1720, 1724, 1728, 1730 (Vesuvms)a., 1754
(Vesuvius), 1755 (Etna), 1756, 1766 (Etna and Vesuvius),
1771, and 1772, flames seen on Hekla; 1783. Thus it appears,
“that many of the éruptions that are known to have taken
piaoesmoe Iceland mmbabtted, have not been particularly
noticed ; and it is very , that numerous eruptions of
less note have been passed over. We may reckon active all
~ those mountains which have burned within the last century,
- Of these there are six;—Hekla, Krabla, Kaﬁlag;au, Eyaﬁalla,
Eyrefa, and Skapm, Jokuls Gl

* The most recent eruption that toele alin
d-om hwbeen dte most ayful_ it"
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He Inmself told us, ‘that the lava was so hob ak the time he
appree.ched it, which was about a year after the eruption, that
‘it could not be examined, and that it has never been traced to
its source. Another account has been written, which, from
“what we heard in Iceland, is the most correct. It is to be
lamented that the present state of the Icelandxc press, pre-
vents its being given to the pubhc. B

- The whole tract between Hekla and Krabla is a desert
quite impassable and unknown ; and there is still subsisting a
ridiculous notion that it is inhabited by a tribe of robbers. -
Did such people really exist, and did they know the dread
which they inspire, they might easily procare more comforta-
ble quarters. y

No single volcanic .mountain which we saw, appeared to
have thrown out much lava. Probably this has been owing
to the vast number of apertures which have given vent to the
rage of subterraneous heat. In other countries, where it has
for ages continued to explode from one or two mountains, the
lava is confined to one place, and is abundant.

There is no country in the known world where volcanic
eruptions have been so numerous as in Iceland, or have been
spread over so large a surface. No part of the island is whol-
ly free from the marks of volcanic agency ; and it may be

tiuly called the abode of subterraneous heat. Various vol-

Ml

. I have accidentally procured a map, which appears to have belonged to some
“this event, and by wlnch it appears, that the lava
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canic mountains and streams of lava, are mentioned as exist«
ing in the eastern and northern districts, by Eggert Olafson,

in his Ennarrationes Historicee de Natura et Constitutione Is-

landice. In the north-west quarter, in the district of Isafiord,
there is a volcanic mountain called Glama, which he de-
scribes as rivalling the magnitude of the Snzfell Jokul.
Thus it appears, that the force of subterraneous fire has
been exerted upon every part of this extensive island ; and
when we consider the eruptions that have been seen at
a distance in the sea, we are safe in estimating, that, in
this part of the earth, one continued surface of not less
than 60,000 square miles has been subjected to that engine
of destruction.

On the 4th of August we took leave of Hekla, and our
excellent guide Brandtson, whose great activity, and obliging
disposition, must recommend him to all travellers who may

3
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tumn. - It dmdea into') ‘numerous bmnches, and very fre-
quently changes its course, sometimes keeping close to the
mountains, and at other txmn ﬂnwmg ten orxﬁfteen nnles to
the westward.. R o

‘We wemrewwdvm boapnablyatﬁlidemdé andhad
we ,bg-:en less welcome, we should have very readily excused
any. deficiency of attention, when we saw how very busy the
people were in getting home the hay, during the fine wea-
ther which had prevailed for some time. The Sysselman has
alarge farm ; and such of the pastures as we saw were excel-
lent.:" A considerable quantity of angahca grows here, which

is used as.an %cle of food in many parts of theisland. The

carmwhy‘mws abundantly - ’m meadows at this place, but

”"i' sécd was. brougbt :
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ho represent them as being remarkably indolent, and
in thelr hablts. Theu' food consists chldy of ful-, .

: and a pecuhar and fata.l dlsease wm“utmki
en, is. common in both places, and may pfohablybe
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lt was dmded into dnﬁ'erent lwllém
ﬂepth of a few feet, into which we could
%y, 'on account of their direction. A quan-
m issued from these recesses, which prevented us
imining them very closely. 'We were stunned while
"hding near this cavern, and in some measure alarmed, by
- ¢ an amazing loud and continued noise which came from the
¢ bottom. It was as loud as the blast of air forced into the
¢ furnace from the fo‘ur great\cylinders at the Carron iron-
£ . ('V"Ruld discover no water in any ot e cavities ; but
¢ we’ found near the place many beautiful petrifactions of
¢ leaves and mosses. They were formed with extreme deli-
¢ cacy, but were brittle, and would not bear much handling ;
* their substance seemed chleﬂy argillaceous,
< We pefcelved smoke issuing from the ground in many
i f aces in the higher parts of the valley, much further than
mﬁe exhended our walks. Tam sorry to say we left many
 thi ings in this wonderful country unexamined ; but we were
o _in our journey by many circamstances, which al-
i Mﬁd us ne’ither the“lasuve nor the opportunity for explor-
”‘% eve!,part of it as we could have wished. The sub-
" “stances depomed near the different springs seemed to me,
~ ¢ in general, a mixture of calcareous and argillaceous earths ;
one ‘M not far from our tents, there seemed
ligh [ ﬂ,’of%ih'ummmatter.h%megen
ny; but with its transparency, it had
same hardness, and, if pressed, would break to
Tbeg’ water you have analysed came from this
M%M*&Wﬁm some care in :ﬁl&z

»




ﬁ‘mm for though graduﬂ‘ly hez
« when the water was poured into them
yrevmsly exposed to the air for some
¢ vessel. -\
«.The water of this spring bmled a.i"/ )
¢ others, in a cauldron four or five feet ‘broad
"« recollect to have seen any of it either throm-,,
¢ foot, and some meat we dressed in it tasted very strong of
* sulphur.
¢ Mr Baine, by a measurement of the depth, the bl‘eadth,
$ and the velocity of the stream flowing from the Little Gey-
ser, found the quantity of water thrown up every mm$
¢ by it to be 59,064 wine gallons, or 78.96 cubic feet. r
Wright and myself followed the stream, to observe how
¢ far any-matter continued to be deposited by the water.
We found some little still deposited where it joined the
¢ river a quarter of a mile at least from jits source. At
that place, it retained the heat of 83° by Faﬁrenhelt s ther-‘
¢ ‘mometer.” = h *”,
“ We found Eyarback near the mouth of the river Elgas,
which is formed by the rivers which join near Skall
and that which flows from the lake of Th;ngvalla. _
‘a large quantity of the fucus palmatus (called in Scot
‘dulse) is prepared by drying. It is packed in casl
a short time gives out a white and somewh: ;
.-fpowder. In this state it is eaten ;.y M
. raw or with butter, or. bolled.' milk. . T

-
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on &e lake of Thmgvdla to the extremxty
Syssel. We had a fine view from the

"bnea very slow on account of the ex-

" Mambmd)uuam ol
\‘Mphgmmham We bndnemo ‘

L boa wmmmngmerus. |
s at Mplmhmgthe summer,

e whole country we had passed
okul, which bounded the scene.

of ' Augtist, ‘considersbly fatigued ;
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forget Tlmt our wants m:ght be sup
- express them to Mr Frydensberg or Mr
On Sunday the 12th, we went toan e

sat down to a very good dumer. ;
Having, a short time before o
~letter to the Deputy-governors, e
for all the attention which had bee
requestmg them to commumcate our
the various districts ﬂlwughﬁwhwh
hospitality and kmdness, we rec
reply i— .

¢ Perillustri, nohnlmmmo De

. it



' "’noﬁﬁ&simm nostras mwm
mdalc: amuﬁ e't uri:an!: eome‘r-

que itineris keib! nostra et inhﬂw huj\m incelamm

nmw ."' i
il ¢ THORANSON.

¢ Einarson.

¢ FRYDENSBERG.

o VWe'musﬁiGt omit mentioning, that we also received a let-
er written in tolérably good English, from the Chief Justice
enson, in which he expressed hirmself in tefims highly

¢ to us. He presented several books and his picture |
mese, as well as many other marks of his re-
lity, we shaﬁ' ever retain a grateful remem-

nbw about to take leave of a people whose situ-
d often excited our pity. Bemg of quiet and Harmless
e JK&vmg nﬁthmg to rouse them mto a state of

f_. <+ o



mspect but in thwumad oﬁm,y&
preserve the regard due to those who a
liarly the servants of the Supreme Being. -

To say that crimes are rare, is perhaps a shght
ment to people who have few temptations to ¢
Except at Relkuwk vwe is hardlyknown a.ad even

To the laws of hospita.lity they are partwularl
If they gi lmle it is begause they have little tc
measure their disposition by their pmraf hestc
be a very unjust estimate. :
‘The history of the Icelanders pmms cmt
for the decline of activity and enterprue. '
upon their character, therefore, some

pnvatmns before unknown to them, when th
deficiency of alacrity in supplymg their w pn
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lerp mg one) which taught them to regulate their affairs
th prudence, and to live tagether in the utmost harmony ;
we «could not help admiring their patience and contentment.
" Yet still, e’en here, content can spread a charm,
ss the clime, and all its rage disarm. «
y o Tho’ poor the peasant’s hut, his feasts tho' small,
.;'He sees his little lot, the lot of all;
Sees no contiguous palace rear its head,
To shame the meanness of his humble shed ;
No costly lord the sumptuous banquet deal,
To make him loathe his kard-earn’d scanty meal ;
‘But calm, and bred in ignorance and toil,
Each wish contracting, fits him to the soil.
“In these pages enough will probably be found to excite

: coq),passxon in every British breast, for the calam‘*ls situa-

tion of an innocent and amiable people, at that critical period
when oppression or neglect may overwhelm them in misery.
The distracted state of Europe will not, we trust, be consider-
ed ‘as a reason that Britain should disregard their wants, or
withhold relief ; for Iceland requires no sacrifice of blood or
treasure In the present state. of Europe, however, Ic¢eland
ca.nnot be supplied without our permmttmg the trade with Den-
; kta o on as heretofore. ‘

~ On the lgth of Auguﬂf we set sail for England, and, after
a.tempestuous voyage of fdurteen days, during which Cap-
/&m Butterwick of the Flora paid us every attention in his
power, we landed at Stromness The only occurrence, dur-
ing the voyage, worth mentioning, was that of a flock of
f and two. sparrow-hawks perchmg on the rigging

f‘qu the slnp oone morning, during a heavy ,ga.le, when we

' m at k:nst 100 miles from any land. On our coming in

SR

:‘be !‘W-kﬁ C@“Bd Barra and &0{@, oﬂ‘ the north of,
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ants ; for if a farmer can prove by a survey of the Hrepsti-
ore, or two respectable persons of his own profession, that
his farm has not been neglected, he cannot be l‘éag(ﬂ'ed
but he may quit his farm whenever he pleases. The practlce
of letting farms from year to year is not uncommon; six
months notice being necessary for the tenant to quit.

A farm, the disposable value of which is about 200 rix-
dollars, pays a Land-skuld of from four to six. The nominal
price of land has, in many instances, doubled within the last
forty years ; not, however, in consequence of any improve-
ment, but of the depreciation of the government paper. The
rixdollar, which is paper, is worth four shillings English,
when at par. A guihea in Iceland, at the time we left the
island, w worth fifteen paper dollars ; and since my arrival
in Scotl I have been offered twenty for a guinea.* The
increase of rent has taken place chiefly on the permdnem
stock of the farm. :

Besides the rent payable to the proprietor, a farmer is
obliged to pay a proportion to the parish priest, according to
the rent of his farm ; and to keep a lamb for him dm@g the
winter season, taking it in October, and returning it in good
condition about the middle of May.

A general description of a farm-house was gw& in the
account of our first excursion. We shall now describe one of
the best sort, that of the provost at Storuvellir, of which an
accurate plan was taken.

a. The entrance passage, 40 feet long, and 4 feet wxde. ~

b. The kitchen, : &

-

c¢. Fuel-room.} gy e
~#® At present (July 1812) the exchange is 25 rixdollars for a pinﬁ Mlbg, o
" Bad turf, dried cow and sheep dung, and fish hon«,m ﬂwuﬁdu uedn ;
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' 'W‘@B&nn, or store-room.
 &. Bed-room, 40 feet long by 8 feet wide, with a recess 10
7 feet'by 8.

f A wainscotted room, with bedsteads, This is an ap-
pendage only to some of the principal dwellings, and
is usually crowded with saddles, harness, and imple-
© " ments of various kinds. It has frequently a small
' window in the end.

. Dairy.
. Out-house.
Smithy.

LD

fuel: . In the Westmann islands, they use dried sea-birds. Fuel is very sca'rce,
and h the houses of the Icelanders, there is only one fire in the h;.chen which is

plw on the floor ; stoyes being seldom seen even in the houses Wetter sort
of‘furmers ;
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anders divide thaﬂuy audmghtmto nineperwds.
‘midnight to three o ‘clock in the morning they call Ot-
ta; from three te six, Midurmorgun; from six to nine, Dag-
mal; from nine to twelve, Hacteis the first hour and a half

- after noon, Midmunda; from half past one to thme o’clock,
NW: from thiee to six, Miduraftur; from six to nine,
Mal from nine to twelve, Midnat. - There are but few

eloeks in the island, and they are not very good. -

* We saw in different places, particularly at Huaneyré pieces

' Pf d%l‘y good cloth which had 5::11 manufactured in the coun-
5 ‘try. The sort called wadmal differs from cloth, in being what
- m &l!ed in this country, tweeled. Blue and black are the-
Wm colours, * One piece of cloth which we saw was

_ amixed black and white. Different shades of yellow are used,
#not unfrequently for stockings. The pron dyeing

: are very simple. The leaves of the arbutus uva m'sz, the lyco-
podium alpinum, the lichen Idandzcus, and some others, are -
wemployed Stockings are filled with the lichen Islandicus,
aﬁd bodad When cloth is to be dyed, the vegetable sub-
“stan chogped small, and spread over the cloth, which
thex rolled up and boiled. Black is obtained by strewing
rich black earth, found in some of the bogs, over the cloth,
been bmled with the arbutus uva w'.n, when it is

Q-
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fam@ed to the roof by.
Fwdhe?ea ‘are for the

Al thg manure is bestowed on the little hﬂ!ockm,
surround the houses like graves, into which the hay groun
isgenemllyparmwnad “About the tinie of our arrival
‘Iceland, the people were busy spreading the dung; and about
the end of July, the ‘hay harvest had begun in many m
The grass is neither close, nor long, at the time it is reckoned
fit for cmg We did not observe any field in whi
useless or less nutritious plants did not exceed, or
equal in number, those that were really yaluable. Every
thatgmumtdmbymm of a short narrow scythe, -

with which the Teelanders work mpediw and
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WIS‘M ﬂ&fu- :

~and mﬂk.e Wheni;he whole »huy~harvept uﬁmshed anothgr
~feast takes place, when a fat sheep is killed." Th,qugh pexther
‘ damhg nnr smgnugw m‘llmtm aid, these feu,sta are ohear-»

hat the clima ,' mhst be grently detmarated by tbe evapora
it j”ﬁ"gm’ﬁpm.a ‘Were the people t0'set about draining the
ﬁey would find not only the climate improve, but the
ity of grass fit for hay to'increase largely. &There seems
- 10 be some prejudice against. draining, which a little mter-
;Wu with Britain may pngba.bl remove. We dd not know

me wtm‘e dmnmg could be more eas:-ly or ‘more: ad-
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1in ﬁshmg In some parts f the country, the servants
hildren are employed in gathering lichen and uigchca
N _ The former is carefully dried and packed for use; and
3 ; thq latter is buried, and used more as an article of luxury
W . than of subsnstence
‘ %e sheep of. Iceland appear to be the same with the old
ﬁ» Scotch highland sort, which is now nearly extinct. They are
larger, however, and the wool is long and soft, but not
~ fine.  Many of them are entirely black, and a great pro-
*‘ pOrtlon are black and white. The wool is never shorn,
' but pulled off. Much of it is lost before it is taken off;
"l ‘and what remains, after hanging for a time on the animal’s
é bachvbecomes spoiled and felted by the rain. The sheep are
~ very much infested by vermin, known in England by the

. mames of ticks and keds. The lambs are early restrained from
~ sucking; the ewes are mllked “and butter is ‘made from the

pmduce “

. It is part of the employment of the women, during ‘winter,
to  pick and clean the wool, and to spin it. A considerable
ﬁnantli;y is exported and it is so valuable an article in Den-
mﬁr& ﬁhat it sells in Iceland for as much as coarse wool in

. With that zeal fo;
the gondttion of his ‘country ‘which d:stmgmshes o
Stephenson ,Ind‘" broughtafewMermorami
om Norw ‘*'ﬂue %bﬂswler-




ta.u“l day the &gthermg of th,e, h

same time, appoints a plaee, of mndezvo -
has a conndera.ble part of bzs stock feedmg 6¥2

iy

servxce aasemhle, they chuse Jnne who hg; had mwb
ence, whum“’t’fxey agree to obey, and they gwe him
ofkug, and the power of selecting two ass
lors. On the appointed day they meet ft ti:
on, perhaps to the number of 200, on h
pltohed then' tentn, and commmed tbelr_'



hav fglled in recovetmg thexr sheep on dhe

are engaged. Every animal that is unproducttve,
ch cannot be used, must, by a law which is strictly en-
, be sent to the rqountams abont the end of May,
ler that as much fine grass as posslble may be saved for the.
ailch cows and ewes, and for makmg hay. 20 G
Mention has been made in the Journal, of the excellence

\} j topmmise well, hls nostnls are slit upy the Iceland-
1evmg, that when exercmed or ridden hard this opera-

ate a.t which we have seen them g0, for a.ny length of time.
y are accustomed to scmmble slowly 'through thesbogs
ver rocks. and to dart rapldly forward whenever they

'w theysﬁ w;th theu' feet restmg
ﬂmm areh;gtﬂyomamented wuh bmsa,
o
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e S,TAT% OF COMMERCE. _

%
-

w ~CHAP. V.

,the begmnmg of the l7th century till the year 1776,
ade of Iceland was in the hands of a chartered company,
‘the existence of whose monopoly the Icelanders were
tly oppressed. The Iceland trade however did not con-
nue to hold out its original temptations ; and at length an
' mﬂmgness to risk caplta.l in prosecuting it, became appa-
en Tbese clrcumsﬂances induced the Danish government
pt a system, the liberality of which deserves the highest

Before the trade was declared free, it was nominally
in the King for a period of ten years, and was carried
: g a fund, amountmg to 4,000 000 dollars, promded by
ernment, and of which the King was director. = At the
| *‘gan years, when the‘vesoels and stock were sold at



of tbe fund is not known in xpehmd‘ but the e
war i in retartﬁng, and mdeed putﬁng a nte;v to re

however, that, in so short a time, the trade can Tecoy
the severe shock it has recently received. I'n the =-

o

land that has ever occurred. Mr Thorlacms, a nan
chant residing at Bildal, in the no!th-westem pal‘t
island, speculated largely at that time, and ﬁxade ae
able fortune. At present he is esteemed tbe most
man in Iceland.. | -

Before the war, about ﬁfty Vessels, chleﬁy galh ts
to 250 tons, were employed in the "trade. ;

; Messrthelp& and Company of | Londml.
. The nature of the trade w&tb Iceland
' __followmgimhhs taken from Mr S%ﬁ@p
land during the 18th century ; and, to re



S bte WP sk [Ct. v. Carrent Prices.

; ‘ : T #
Curvd® Prices of Ielandic Produce, .
in the Year 1810.
1 P@r of Mattzns, n sl i 90 < Sklllmgs.
1 do. of Stockings, . . . 12 to 18 do.
v | do, do. fine, . . . .+ . 64 Sk. to 1 Rixdollar. >

1 Woollen Jacket, . . . . 40 to 64 Skillings. ,
ldo.ﬁne,....,...- 2 to 3 Rixdollars. ' .
1 Pund Wool, . . . .%. . 12 to 20 Skillings. '
ﬁo. Elder-down, . « + 2 Rixd. 48 Sk. to 3 Rixd.
1 do. Feathers, . . . ... 16 to 20 Skillings,
1 do. Tallow, . . . .. . 16 to 22 do.
1 do. Batter; © . 3.« . 10 %028 do.
iﬁk:ppund Stock-fish, . 12 to 20 Rixdollars.
1 do. Salted Fish, . . . . 15 to 30 do.
1 Bérrel of Oil, . . . .. 12 to 20 do.
1 White Fox-skin, . . . . 80 Skillings to 3 do.
" 1Blackdo..... ... 5to8do.

100 Swan-quills, . . . . 2 Rixd. 48 Sk. to 3 Rixd.
gy SR RS .‘.-6.to40do.
i Y.l oy 1618024 do.
“A Ewe with Lamb, . . . 2to 2% do.
AWetber,...*..... 2 to 5 do.
ALamb,........ . 80 Sk. tolRlxd 82Sk”f‘

-

icu'cuhtmg medmm of Icelnnd is the same as ﬁ:at of
3 the coi 2:!%” andl
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Guv. Commiree]  TRAVELS 1N XOELAND.

In the precedmg tables, it will be seen
divided into four commercial districts; viz.
fiord, Eyafiord, and Isafiord. Formerly, there w
tricts. This division is not merely nominal, regulatio
ing established for merchant ships visiting each district. ,
the settlement of Danes or Iqelanders as merchants, A ves- "4
sel arriving from Denmark in any district, is ahmd to *
visit all the ports included in it; but is not allowed to go into .
any of the harbours of the other dlstncts * Every person d de-
sirous of settling in Iceland as a merchant, must becom a2
burgher or freeman, of the district in which he wishes to
establish himself. A settlement is obtained without difficulty,
most commonly through the favour of the Governor or the:
Sysselmen ; and with no other expence than that of a few dol- :
lars for writings.

The districts of Reikiavik and Isafiord supply the g@ea.gest :
quantity of salted and dried fish; and from the latter the
greatest exportation of oil takes place, on account of the pro-
ductiveness of the cod and shark fisheries. The nor!.hern»and
eastern coasts furnish the greatest quantity of tallow, sa
mutton, wool, and woollen goods. The large quantity of tal-
low and woollen stuffs exported from the Reikiavik (hmct, g
is not owmg to the number of sheep and cattle kept in ,ﬁhg’

TN e '.
*Remiavik includes, Esunonn, ; Evarriorn, » lunolm,i}ff ; ﬁ%
Reikiavik. | Eskeford |Eyafiord, ki o
Havnefiord. Rodefiord. . |Husavik
Kieblivik. | Berufiord. Siglefiord.




