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art of Iceland but to these articles being brought by the
people from different parts of the island, for the purpose of
bartering with the merchants of this place.*
There is perhaps no part of the world where the cod fishery
% _can be carried on so extensively, so easily, or so safely, as in
Icelan(l When the distance of Newfoundland, and the storm y
" weather which prevails in that quarter, are comparatively
‘considered, together with the expence of our establishments
ﬂiere, Iceland offers the most important advafitages as a
* ﬁshmg station. The facﬂlty with which the fishing is carried
“‘“mf’“ 'on by the natives is really astonishing. In the morning they
~go outdn small skifts, to the distance of a few miles from the
shore, and in the afternoon return-with as many fine fish as
their boats can contain. Even in the very harbours, as was
the case at Reikiavik soon after we left it, abundance of cod
are sometimes taken. The rivers are frequented by vast num-
bers of salmon, an article on great demand both in this coun-
try and in the West Indies. But they are neglected ; no
means being employed for a regular capture, except in the
small river near Reikiavik ; and the salmon from that river
are almost all consumed in the country.
©  Fish and oil are the chief articles of export, which could
' besextended to an indefinite amount. Wool is an article not
~_required in Britain ; but, by improving the land, the stock of
aa« ~cattle and sheep might be greatly increased, so that the
. quantity of hides amd tallow would become considerable.
;l'{ae disposition of the English Government to be humane
towards that miserable country, cannot be doubted ; and to
 the feelings which dictated the Order in Oo\mcd dated. in
_February, 1810, much credit is due. . That compassmnate
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and well-meant Order was not at ﬁrst attendeli thh a.ny ad” g

vantage to the Icelanders. Though permm&m \gashﬁven to

trade with the natives, the duties on the goods brought home

still remained prohlbltory ; and several ships belongmg to Ice- i

(T
4

land, which came to this country on the faith of the ’()rder
were, on account of the duties, long detained at Leith, tﬁl

strong representations being made, they were perm!tted tow |
sail to Denmark with their cargoes. Sir Joseph Banks, ymh

that humanity which distinguishes him, has made many ap-
plications in behalf of Iceland ; and we have not failed to re-
present the case of that country, as we found it, to those
under whose management our foreign relations and trade are
placed. The Board of Trade has shewn a great inclination
to favour the Danish merchants trading to Iceland ; and in-

dulgences, far beyond any which have ever been given to an

enemy, have been granted to them. Unless these merchantg
be permitted to carry Icelandic produce to Denmark tﬁey
cannot afford to carry provisions to Iceland. As the ennch-

¥

ment of a few individuals, who are subjects of a hostile power, -

cannot possibly injure this country, humanity to the wretch-
ed Icelanders dictates the permxssmn of free mtercoursawﬁb
Denmark. O b,
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ON THE GOVERNMENT, LAWS, AND RELIGION.

% CHAP. VI

Sincethe penod when Iceland was first annexed to a European
monarchy, the | progress of time has effected little change either
in the physical condition or political situation of its inhabit-
ants. The general form of government, which was established
nearly six centuries ago, is still preserved ; and the circum-
stances of the people have required few important alterations
in the code of laws, which was then transmitted to them
by the Norwegian monarchs. Even this form of govern-
ment, and these laws, were founded upon the existing usages
. of %be country ; and we must principally look to the wisdom
g those, who framed the ancient commonyealth of Iceland,
5% for the origin of institutions, which, in this later age, preserve
b%thelr posterity all ‘the blessmgs of tranqullllty and social

" order.
. The goverument of Iceland is committed t,,ga.n officer, ap--
i pomted by the crown’ of Denmank'; ‘who 18 m@?swnally a

naﬁve of the 1sland but mo 3 ) enﬂy a pane or Norwe-

mn by birth. Th;s a‘upreme magismte has the tlg%ﬂf Stift-
; Ly







i traotsﬁfﬂyssels they lwld«mum of MMWJW.
| mt in all cases ; they watch over the public peace, officiate
at' public notaries, and maintain the rights of inheritance.

T) he Sysselman is appmnbed by the Crown ; and the office, on
account of its importance, is always given to one af the most
mspectdhle landed proprietors within the district.
There is still a subordinate local officer, called tlm Hrepp-
stmrl! whose jurisdiction is a parochial one, and whose duty
Paﬂwmhdy is to attend to the condition and maintenance
of the poor, and to assist the proceedings of the Sysselman
e all'that relates to the preservation of public order. Where
* the population of a parish exceeds four hundred persons, the
office is committed to two individuals ; who usually belong to
the class of farmers, and are invariably chosen from a regard
- to their abilities and steadiness of character. =By a late edict
qf the Danish Government, these inferior magistrates, as well
- as their children, are exempted from the levies for the sup-
port of the poor, and are allowed also, to use a dress appro-
~ priate to their situation. In each parish, beside the Hrepp-
_ stiord, ‘there are a certain number of individuals (Forlikunar-
S Wén) Eppmebr the exjiress purpose of acaommodmnpg
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share is allotted to every son; with the right, however, in the
case of the eldest, of chusing the farm or share of the property,
_which may be most agreeable to him. The daughters have
each the half of a son’s portion. If the wife survives her
husband, she has half of his estate; or if she dies first, the
husband retains the same proportion of the property whxch’
she brought him at her marriage. :
The tributes paid by the Icelanders are by no means con-
siderable; and do not even suffice for the support of the civil
establishment of the island. They are collected in different
ways., Some of them are strictly taxes on property ; founded
upon an estimate which is annually made, under the super-
intendance of the Hreppstiores, of the possessions of the se-
veral individuals in each parish. This estimate is conducted
in a somewhat singular way; its basis being a very ancient
regulation of property, according to the number of ells of
wadmal, the cloth of native manufacture, which each indivi-
dual possessed, or was enabled to manufacture in the course
of the year. The term hundred, which was formerly a division
derived from the number of ells, is now applied to other de-
scriptions of property. An Icelander is reckoned the posses- ‘
sor of a hundred, when he has two horses, a cow, a certain
number of sheep and lambs, a fishing boat furnished with nets
and lines, and forty rixdollars in specm and it is by this ratio,
that the amount of all possessions is ascertained, and tire o
tributes levied upon them. One of the tributes called the %
Tuind’s, requires from every person possessing more than five
hundreds, the annual payment of twelve fish, or equiva- ©
lent amounting to twenty-sey en skillings, or some&t"“, or il
than a shilling of 'English money. Thi ax increases it an
umform mﬂo*thh &mmcrease of ; ng_,,‘,_ 5 and its"




ﬁﬁeﬁu o the chnmhes, and to the mﬁntenanee of the poor.
‘Another tribute, called the Skattur, consisted i in fomer times

“of twenty ells of wadmal, but is now oommuted%o money, at
‘the rate of four skillings and a half per ell. It is paid to the

public revenue by the owners of farms, and by all whose pro-
perty, estimated in hundreds, exceeds the number of indivi-
duals composing their families. A third tax, called the Olaf-
tollur, is paid either in fish or money ; likewise in proportion
to the property of each individual. A few others are col-
lected in the country; but they are very inconsiderable in
amount, and devolve little burthen upon the inhabitants.

The commerce of the island, since the year 1787, has been

exempted fr%.n all duties.

The management of the taxes is entirely in the hands of
the Sysselmen, who collect them from the inhabitants at the
public meetings which they hold in their respective districts.
The payment is for the most part made in produce of various
kind ; fish, tallow, butter, fox-skins, wool, or woollen goods.
As the Sysselman is required to pay the amount of the taxes
in money to the Landfoged, or treasurer of the island, it be-
eomes a -part.of his office to dispose of these articles to the
merchants ; in which tfansaction, he is himself subject to the
chances of gain. or.lcm%hat ‘may arise from fluctuations in the
market price. = A third ‘part .of the produce of the taxes is

‘retained as his own salary ; nor is this,more than sufficient to
‘%mpemnte lum for the labour and respmpslb.lllty wh)ch he




‘and by all such, the mor iuimééute'
their fellow-citizens is therefore imperiously requi
laws render it necessary for every farmer or housek
receive into his family, and to give support, to those of his
rélatlons, even in the fourth degree of kindred, who | my be
in a destitute condition. If he has no such calls made upon
him by consanguinity, he is still required to assist in the sup-
port of the poor, either by admitting some orphan or aged
person into his house, or by contributing an annual sum
proportioned to the value of his property., It not unfre-
quently happens, that a landed proprietor, who pays little
more than two rixdollars te the public revenue, is called
upon for forty, fifty; or even sixty, as his ratio towards the
maintenance of the poor in the district; when he is unwilling
to receive any of these into his own habitation. The exe-
cution of the poor-laws is committed to the Hreppstior of
each parish ; and form the most essential part of the duties
of his office, gt
. e ST U

In thqprecedmg parts of this volume, much has heen,ald
respecting the history of religion in Iceland, the services of the -
Tcelandic church, and the general condition of the priests
throughaut” the country. A brief accwm'qf the oi i 4
the re'hgwu: establishment, and the mention of a few ¢ E:
' sfam mngwezmmwwmfwm;
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%3 smgle dissenticnt is to be found from the established
,_3;__;' eligion of the country ; and the only instance of the kind on
.record, is one which occurred about the en of the 17th
'century ; when Helgo Eiolfidas,’ a man who had acquired
much khowledge of German literature, espoused the Socinian
_doctrines, and taught them openly to his children and friends ;
till compelled by the judgment of the Ecclesiastical Court to
make a public renunciation of his belief, Doctrinal discus-
sion is of course little known among the Icelanders; and the
contests: which have existed in their church, relate chiefly to
external ordinances, and to the situation and rights of the
clergy of the island.

- The religious establishment of Iceland is formed on a more
extensnve scale, than might have been expected from the na-
ture of the country and the condition of the people. The
inhabited parts of the island are divided into 184 parishes ;
a division which gives to each parish an average population of
“about 260 persons. From the great extent, however, of these

' districts, it has in many instances been found necessary to
- erect more than one church in a parish ; and the total num-
ber of churches in the island somewhat exceeds.three hundred.
The duty of each parish devolves upon a single priest ; with
- the permission, however, if his own circumstances do not al-
dow the full discharge of his duties, to take an assistant from
~ ‘among the young men educated for the church, who have not
W«yét obtained a permanent situation in life. The nmumber of
the officiating ministers of religion is of course various at
different_times, though never greatly exceedmg that of the
~ parishes. 1 mediately superior to the q%mnum priests are
i gh; Proyosts, or Deacons, whose office it is to exercise a ge-
A uen ;,&supeﬁmendanog: - the churches in each Syssel, and
g‘e «chosen in general from a mggrd to their tulents #,nd
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“respectabﬂity of character. Tberé Sk ete ‘
cons in thea land but thelr number is mc 1d

duties, A small addltlonal stlpend is attachd& to%heo&
which renders their situation somewhat supenOr to that of tﬁe,,
- other clergy. o,
During a period of seven centuries, Iceland was dmilad
into two bishoprics ; that of Skalholt comprehending the
southern, tha;g; of Hoolum the northern, districts of the island.
The sees becoming vacant at the same time, they were united
in 1797 by the order of thé Danish government; and the
title of Bishop of Iceland was conferred upon the learned and
respectable Geir Vidalin, the present possessor of this"digni-
ty. The duties of the office are important and extensive.
The Bishop superintends the general concerns of the religi-
ous establishment ; he inspects the ‘conduct of thepﬁem, ;
regulates any ecclesiastical disputes which may oceur, or-
dains those who are entering upon the pastoral office, and
watches over the education and moral conduct of the people
at large. It is a part of his duty also to visit at stated pe-
riods the different districts of his diocese, for the purposeaf
personal inspection ; and the farmers of the country are re-
quired to assist him, while making these journies, wtw w&y
accommodation which their means may afford. The apy
ment of the Bishop is vested in the Crown. WWthereW L
were two bishoprics in Iceland, the revenues of each were :
very small, and ill a;dapted to support the dlgm S¢ :
even the necessary duties of the office. In cons
‘the union of the sees, a considerable augmentation -
’-m the r«ﬂ*enues of the present Brshﬁp,mwhwh
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ntry, this sum Would mse him to the hlghest ggnk of opu-
Mce but making his abode in Reikiavik, he is subject to
many addmonal expences, not only from the different mode
of life a.mong the Danes, but also from the necessity of en-
mhmmg the country priests, who come to barter their com-
modities with the merchants at this place. The singular hos-
pitality and kindness of heart, which distinguish the character
of Bishop Vidalin, would keep him in a state of poverty, even
were his means of exercising these dispositions inuch greater
_ than they actually are.

The patronage of the church in Iceland was formerly in
the hands of the people and the proprietors of land ; was af-
terwards assumed by the Bishops, as the representatives of
the Papal authority ; and finally, at the period of the refor-
matton, was transferred to the crown of Denmark. The
power is now, in most cases, exercised by the Governor of
the island, with the assistance and advice of the Bishop. The
revenues of the clergy are derived in part from the lands an-
nexed to the churches; partly from tithes upon the landed
property of the country. These tithes are paid by the farm-
ers, in a ratio determi%néd not by the quantity of produce
raised upon each farm,,but by the fixed rents of the land ;
from the nature of which rents, as described i in the chapter
on Rural Affairs, it will appear that the value of the tithes is
subject to very little variation. ‘More than half a century has

elapsed since the estimate was made, upon which the regula-

~ tion of their value was founded ; but this. reg‘ﬂatlon probably
© falls Title short of the present fei wes of the Icelandic

; rch, in as far as they are dbqui from mshes. To afford
| re  ",;$ antiness of ﬁe‘iﬁ'oviswn which is
made for the clerg?, it may be sufficient to stlbe, from




tithe, i in 184 pamhes "does not exoeed the sﬂ._v ‘
dollars ; giving an average of 34 or 35 doﬂm f‘j
in the island.  The distribution of the stipends is by
equal, owing to the difference in the extent and value of the
land under cultivation in different districts. The most valu
ble living in the island is that of Breldé-bolsmdr in ﬁaugaa%
valle Syssel, the stipend of which is upwards of 180 ﬂbﬂaﬂn
the parish contains 376 people. In the parish of Krm in
the same district, where there are two churches, and a pop
lation exceeding 500, the stipend amounts only to 33 dollars.
In Aarnes Syssel, the parish of Torfastadir, in which the
Geysers are situated, contains five churches ; while the salary
of the priest and his assistant, amounts scarcely to 30 dollars.
In numerous instances, however, the stipends are still much
smaller ; and there are two or three parishes in the island,
where the annual sum of five dollars forms the whole provi-
sion which is made by tithe for the support of the ministers
of religion. The stipends, though specified according to their
value in money, are very generally paid, like the taxes, in
different articles of produce ; which the priests either cm&e
in their own families, or barter with the merchants ﬁwoﬁhﬂ
articles which they more 1mmed1ately regpuire. i R G
These scanty pittances would obviously be lmuﬁelent‘to :
the support of the religious establishment, were Mw
sisted by tbe value of the glebe-land, whwh
“church in each parish. - Every priest thus
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an equivalent value in money ; and likewise to keep one of his
lambs during the winter season ; taking it home in October,
and returning it in good condition the following spring. It is
customary, also, for the more wealthy of his parishioners, to
make him a small offering, of the value of eightpence in Eng-
lish money, three times in the course of the year; besides
which, a trifling perquisite is occasionally obtained for the per-
formance of particular services, as baptism, marriage, and
burial. These are all the sources from which the Icelandic
priest obtains a livelihood for his family.
In the preceding narrative of our travels, the general ap-
* pearance and construction of the churches in Iceland has
been minutely described. It would be difficult, indeed, to
convey to one who has not visited the country, an adequate
idea of the extreme wretchedness of some of the edifices which
bear this name. But it must be recollected, that if a greater
size, or more decoration, had been given to these places of
worship, their number would have been diminished in the
same proportion ; and in looking therefore at the Icelandic
churches, as they now are, no feeling of contempt can have
p.lace in the mind, but rather a sentiment of admiration, for
the judgment with which the means of the people have
been applied ‘to the great object in view. The charge of
attending to the condition of the churches is committed to
the Hreppstiort of each parish ; while to provide for any ne-
~ cessary repairs, a small tax is levied upon the inhabitants,
and the personal labours of the peasants are occasionally re-
quired. The present war between England and Denmark,
~unfortunate for Iceland in so many points of view, has here
- also inflicted some of its evils. The accustomed supply of
e "f"ber f,-om Norway bemg mspendm. many of ,the churches
) coun‘try are ge&mg mto’- ﬂmwus shﬂ:e and dm‘mg
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ort of ’theu' famlhes ; and besxdes the labours of the' little
hed to his church, the priest may often

s from the fishing

) "t iloin 25 a joumby not unfrequently of
y d.y, ; and throﬁ@i '“’eo*u ntry wild and desolate beyond

ons are constructed merely of

those of ﬁfe farmers of the conntry, and
of all internal comforts. A stove, or
{ id‘*ica}edy”’evertohefcnnd iuthem




Bé ;spaken of in te’rms of much cemmendam
memecumiiy, the Iqelmderperﬁmn all t‘he -




e ‘:%thenr best attu-e. after the mamier oﬁtbe mumam. :
r children with them ; and the horses, whxch brought them
their respective homes, grazing quietly around the  little
: f"iﬂssemmy ‘The arrival of a new-comer is welcomed by every
‘one mth the kiss of sa utatmq ; and the pleasures of social
mt@om'se, so rarely enjoyed by the Icelanders, are happily
connected with the occasion which summons them fto the
dlscharge of their religious duties, The- priest makes his
~appearance among them as a friend: he salutes individually
each member of his flock, and stoops down to give his almost
parental kiss to the little ones, who are to grow up under his
- pastoral charge. These offices of kindness: performed, they

.all go tagether into the house of prayer.:
There are two translations of the Bible into the Icelandlc
tlanguage ; the first by Gudbrand Thorlakson,: Bnhop of
Hoolum,'from the German Bible of Martin Luther, and pub-
. lished in 1584 ; the second was: executed chiefly by Bishop
Skulasson, in conformity with the Danish version of dResenius,
_and appeared about sixty years. afterwards, under the more
immediate patronageof the King of Denmark. . The latter of
these versions is preferable to the former, merely from the
division of the text mto verses ; wluch dwmon the edxt,mn of







0 charamer of thetr:wnoem was*so"g!mﬂy“diiﬁn

A few of the namésm adorn the modern hmbqry’“@f the
‘B&uim‘y have aﬁlfeaady ‘b&h mentioned. At the present time
there are many individuals, living on this remote spot, o
W"thelr situation exposed to innumerable privations, whose
Mm and amumemenm would grace the most refined circles

- of civilized society. The busines$ of education is systematic-
ally carried on among all ranks of the inhabitants; and the
~ degree of information exnstmg, even among the lower classes,
is pmbnbly greater than i’ almost any part of continental
Wrope L %

# ' This state of mental culturé will appear more wonderful,
when it is considered that the circumstances of the country
" do not allow of any extended scheme of public education,
‘and that the transmission of knowledge can take place only
t&mugh the private and domestic habits of the people. In
the existence among the Icelanders of habits which are fitted
o this end, we contemplate a fe{wm'e whlch is justly entitled
to admiration and esteem,
f'*am Pveseﬂimne,!the school ofWu ip it ithe
only es : farl ndmutmn iﬂ Mﬁn’d. Ahrou't the

Ly




Sl'he elkubhshment at Besspﬂ:ad conai'sm at pmn;
masters, and' twenty-three or twenty-four scholars;
of the school not allowing the reception of a greater nu
The head master, or Lector Thenfogm, has an annual
qf &ﬁxmddlms. It is his office to superintend the

of the school, and to conduct more espe
q‘eologlcal deparxmmt,andthem\dyoftheﬂgb,
guage. At the time of our arrival in Iceland, the
held this situation was Mr Steingrim Jonson; a
‘parently not more than thanyqﬁve years of age, bu
of talents and learmng which well fitted him for th
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 of ,?amé. who is hkewxse
o o ﬁuﬁx ’»""‘t'“l R,
and aeqmrelgpnts. :

i The two mfe‘rmf ‘J.nastex:s of the school have: saianes of 300
rixdollars each. ﬁ‘& office of the second masterécd'tnpre-
hen(is the 'mstruchoh bfﬁ; e” sq,ho]ars in- Latm, hlstory, geo-
grnphy, and arithmetic ; whlle the third is occupied in teach-
ing the Greek, Danish, and Icelandic languages. 1t is a sin-
gular circumstance in the regulatnons of the school, that each

- scholar, whether mtended for the _pastoral oﬂice Ql‘ not, is
o'bhged to study the elements of Hebrew, and to undergo
~ some examination in this language. By far the greater num-
Ber, however, of those who attend the school, are preparing
iemselves for this future situation in life ; and in the admis-

o
~sion of scholars, a preference is always given to the children
of priests. A youth is not allowed to enter until:he has been
confirmed ; and a certificate of his talents and disposition is
'reqmred from the minister of the parish in which he has re-
sided. The penod of annual study extends from the begin-
ning of October to the end of May ; the summer being made
the season of vacation, to accommodate the rural occupations,
in whach all ranks among the Icelanders are obhged to par-
- uga part of tbe of‘ﬁ(‘e of the Bxshgp

,e‘nceqem‘ % close of .cm Qgsélon‘ and at the
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by an mnﬁuatfmﬁ for which it is required that
able to read and write Latin with accuracy ; that he sh
have s*ame kﬁowledge of Greek and Hebrew ; and J ) !
~ for interpreting the Old and new Testaments ; and 1 "’f v
should be acquainted with the Danish | language, with hns&or&?
arithmetic, and geography. The knowledge of Greek and
Hebrew, though officially required, is, however, in thé prac-
tice of thesé examinations, by no means very rlgorously ex~
acted. Where the students are preparing for the priesthood,
as is generally the case, they are farther questioned upon the
Bible and ecclesiastical history, upon the doctrines of the
Lutheran church, &c. If a youth has continued seven years
without attaining the qualifications which entitle him to bé-_
come a demissus, the Lector writes to his family, representing
the matter to them, and he is not allowed to remain longer at
the school.

A library is attached to the establishment at Besseawd
contpining probably twelve or fourteen hundred volumes ;
among,_ which are a few good editions of the classics. The
greater part of the library consists of Icelandic and Da.mdh
works ; beside which there are a considerable number of vo~
lumes in the German language, and a few in the English and
French.” The number of manuscripts is very consrd}erahle,
and they appear to be of httle va.lue. The prr libr

contams the works of Moshexm, Hemzms, i@emhardf,
, Mi ‘haehs, and numero sml‘.her av
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uge%emg occasionally afforded to the children of those who
hold civil offices, or possess landed property, and to the sons

of some of the wealthier among the clergy of the country.
The number of students, however, who enjoy such opportum- .
ties is very limited ; and the remainder, oppressed by poverty
and the necessities of their situation, are generally compell-
ed to take up their abode for life in solitary spots, where
their intercourse, even with each other, is almost wholly sus-
pended, and where any future progress in knowledge can
only be effected by their independent and unaided exertions.
This is the condition of all the country priests in the island,
and of many of the more respectable of the proprietors and
farmers. Deprived, as they thus appear to be, both of the
means and motives for mental cultivation, it could scarcely
be expected that instances should occur, where the ardour of
literary pursuit is still maintained, and the acquisitions of
former study not only preserved but even increased and im-
proved. - The occurrence, however, and even the frequency
of examples of this kind, may render necessary some explana-
tion of a fact so extraordinary. Among the more obvious
~ of the causes which present themselves, is the long period of
~ leisure which the Icelanders enjoy, during the protracted
- winters of theirnorthern region. This leisure, those who have
~acquired in their youth the habits of literary pursuit, will
naturally devote to a continuance in occupations, which are
so well adapted to relieve the weariness of the passing time.
ei e indeed very limited, and the enjoy-

»_ tion wholly denied ; but these com-
mmges.m’m’me measure overcome by the
hmﬁﬂ% ‘necessity creates, and which




upon the present . _ T
amongst them wtw cannot refer back to the times; ‘when
those, born mi"the“same soil with themselves, were raised to
honoﬁrs and renown in foreign lands: and never is this %
- peal made without an animated feeling of patriotic pride and
: saztmfactlon |

Among the class of prlests, another motive to menhl cul-
tivation is the desire of maintaining in their office, an influ~
ence, which cannot be derived from any difference of external
circumstances. - The pastor must undergo the same- labours
and hardships as the meanest of his flock : he enjoys few ad-
ditional comforts or refinements of life; and but for the
superiority of his intellectual attainments, would speedily
lose that station in'society, which it is so necessary he should
retain. It forms, too, an important part of his duty, to
superintend the business of domestic education in the fa-
milies placed under-his pastoral care. This office is not, in-
deed, strictly required by the ecclesiastical statutes of the
country ; but it is founded upon usage, and ultimately upon
a sense of the mecessity for such a superintendance, where
the public means of education are so greatly limited by

the poverty of the people, and the dispersion of their num-

bers. An' interesting example of the attention Mh;-wheh
this duty is sometimes exercised, has been giver
Joumal (p‘ef 141); and*;lbe mm of the parish
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ﬁy this supermtendahoe of the priests, and the an estab-

“fﬁshed habits of the people, a regular system of domestic edu-
7""catlon is maintained, in the benefits of which even the low-
“est ranks of the community partake. With the exceptlon of

those who inhabit the coast, in the vicinity of the great fish-
ing stations, it is a rare thing to meet with an Icelander who
is unable to read and write, or who does not possess con-
siderable intelligence on all subjects to which his situation
allows him accéss. 'The instruction of his children forms one
of his stated occupations, and while the little earthen hut
which he inhabits is almost buried by the snows of winter,
and darkness and desolation are spread universally around,
the light of an oil lamp iluminates the page, from which he

“reads to his family the lessons of knowledge, religion, and

virtue. The importance of these domestic habits has been

.. well understood by the Icelanders themselves. In the eccle-
siastical code of the country, an article is extant, singular

perhaps in its nature, but admirable in its design, which gives

" to the Bishop, or even the inferior clergy, the power of pre-

venting any marriage where the female is unable to read.
This law, which providesso powerful a pledge for the instruc-

 tion of the : rising generation, is still occasionally acted upon,

though probably not with: so ‘much strictness as in former
. The books in the possesslon of the lower classes are

| chleﬂy of a religious nature; a great number of these works
“"hiving been ptmted in Iceland during the last two or three

Ty gen };y circulated through the country
shes, Mﬁw a small coldmtm ofr%bks ‘be-

pmt, weaoh famﬂy f‘m the &umﬁt mwy derive
i (R G !%f %t ,{ - ,‘.‘) S




,mé qf ] medaced : aré”b'y no meaa‘ 15 gener
ong the Ieglandm of the presqnt ttme, such W‘

_classes.. The calamxtxes which opprgned the xslaml }
the 15th century, and which entirely extinguished the cele=
brtty, and almost even the name of the peopfe,d Wgoged a '.
sort of barrier between the ancient Icelanders and their pos-
terity. Learning was restored under an altered form,ﬂ;ﬁrt}:e
works of former genius were only “partially revxved . and -
these circumstances, together with the changes progressively -
taking place in the language of the country, have removed
from the possession of the present race of people, all thcmpre
striking evidences of the ancient condition of their commu-
nity. A great number of manuscripts are still to be fqund in

the churches, and in the houses of the priests and prmelpar
inhabitants; but, with few exceptions, they are all of moderr
- date, and are merely the representatives of works whwhwere
intended for publication, but which the poverty of their
3 wntets, or other cxrcumsta.nces, have unavondably sup oressed.
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valuable editions of these wntmgs printed at Cepenhagen,
%’:\, e come into the possession of all who bear a literary cha-
~ racter among the Icelanders; and a few editions of the works
- of this period, which have been printed in the island, have
given a further diffusion to this branch of knowledge among
the people. It is, however, by no means general ; the tales
and traditions which now prevail in the country, relating for
the most part to more recent times, and being in few instances
derived from the Sagas and poems, in which the events of
antiquity are described.

Among those individuals of the present day who have made
the early literature of Iceland an object of study, the name
of Finnur Magnuson may particularly be mentioned. This
young man, who holds the situation of public pleader in the
courts of law at Reikiavik, and is distinguished by his clas-
sical acquirements, has bestowed very great attention upon
the early writings, and especially upon the ancient poetry of
his country ; and is considered to have a more intimate know-
ledge of them than any other person in the island. He has
likewise been enabled, from his residence on'the spot, and

- from his family connections with several eminent Icelanders,
to collect some manuseripts of considerable value from their
age and rarity. The industry and suecess of Professor Thorke-
" lin in the same pursuits are more generally known ; but the
- long absence of this gentleman from Iceland has lessened,
in mme degree, his comwct:om with the modern literature of
thecouatry ' j
“In describing the stue of knwledge among the pruent
race of Icelanders, their ‘attainments in languages and in
; chssleal ;' lerature must particularly be notlg This is one
the fir t of tllosemmm whwhmgagethea&hen- %,




the s'kmm of the surroundmg sea, emk, in thew
the provision upon which alone their families can securely de-
pend.  Among these very men, he finds an intimate kneﬁs
ledge of the classical writings of antiquity ; a taste ,flmmﬂ
upon the purest models of Greece and Rome ; and a suscep-
tibility to all the beauties which these models disclose. While
traversing the country, he is often attended by gmdm who
can communicate with him in Latin; and, arriving at his..
place of nightly rest, he not unfrequently draws forth from
> labours of hls little smithy, a man who addresses him in

hahie, utmost ﬂuency and. elegance. l‘hu
'« Wmauages has been common among
10d mthel.r hwtory;npd:t
- Dissertation, that many of
tmgmsh their literature, and

both in poaaryagndypm may be found th:
mdefor eventwmmm in the obscu
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excellent Grecian scholars, who now do credit to the litera-
tuiie of the island. In the first place among these i xs the pre-
sent Bishop, Geir Vidalin; a man whose acqulrements in
every department of literary pursuit, would do honour to any
country, or condition of society. To classical studies, he has
devoted peculiar attention ; and, in his colloquial Latin, he
displays a facility and correctness of style, and a richness
and propriety of quotation, which evince the most intimate
acquaintance with the writers of the best ages of Rome.  In
Grecian literature, his reading has been almost equally ex-
‘tensive ; and he is said 1o be a very good Hebrew scholar.
Among the other Icelanders of the present time who have
distinguished themselves in classical literature, are, btem-
_grim Jonson of Bessestad ; the Rector Hlalmarson, w’ho’ for-
merly conducted the school at | 'm’mr‘ 0; and
“son, the priest of Vatnsfiord, ﬁ‘, > 1
of the island. Few translauv ‘*53*: 1
~ published in the Icelandic languag
that many manuscripts of this kind exist in |
Transactions of the Icelandic Society, a w
be mentioned, contain translations of the Idy]
which possess very great merit; and, in th ~same work
is a translation of Plutarch’s Paidagogia y he Assessor
Einarson. The fables of Asop, and many of the odes of
Horace, have likewise been given to the Icelanders in thelr
~ native verse

Tt may be proper to notice here the great attentxon to the
studies of philology and criticism, which has existed among the
learned men of Iceland during the last two centuries. - Hmy
valuable worku, connected with uus department ofjﬂerature,
-~ have been% 1y mhhshed. exther in the almé or a.t Co-
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only the originals, but translations of many of the works,
which have acquired reputation in these countries in later
times. Their knowledge of English literature is obtained
chiefly through the medium of the Danish and German; in
which languages the works of Addison, Pope, Richardson,
and Young, are known and admired by many individuals in
the island. They possess likewise a few translations of English
works ifito their native language. Twenty or thirty years ago,
the whole of Milton’s Paradise Lost was translated into Ice-

.landic verse by Jonas Thorlakson, a priest at Backa, in the.

northern part of the island ; of which translation two books
were published in the Acts of the Ieelandic Society : the re-
mainder are yet in manuscript. The merits of the poetry in
this translation are spoken of in terms of high eulogium by
the Bishop ; who is, however, unacquainted with the original.
The same Jonas Thorlakson has also translated Pope’s Essay
on Man, of which a considerable edition was printed at Leira
in 1798, in a duodecimo form.

The cultivation of poetry in Iceland, though by no means
so general as in ancient times, still forms a striking feature in
the literature of the country. Among those of the natives
who enjoy the reputation of talents or learning, there are few
who have not occasionally tempted the Muse; and where
such efforts have been seconded by the true inspiration of
genius, the poet still receives his reward in the applause and
admiration of his fellow-citizens. The days indeed are .past
when the bard ¢ poured forth his nnpmmadmwed lay’ to
the assembled md»mm wmultitude ; but in exchange
for these irregular effusions of faney, a more classical style

“has been wpqud. ‘and greater selection and taste are

amﬂ ‘in poetical compositions, A . few only, can be
mentioned of those *mdmdudwha still adem this hwwh

B
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of Tcelandic literature. One of the most eminent is the

Assessor Benedict Grondal, a judge in the higher court of
justice, and a man of an elegant and cultivated mind. = His

:!\ "s e ‘A ‘,-4
0 B
s
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published poems, which are regarded as the best modern spe-f :

cimens of the Icelandic language, are not, however, either very
numerous or considerable in length; consisting chiefly of odes,
epitaphs, and other detached pieces; among which are many
excellent tranglations from Theocritus, Anacreon, and Horace.

A translation of Pope’s Temple of Fame, which was published |

some years ago, is greatly esteemed by the best judges of Ice=
landic poetry. He has composed also several poetical satires ;

in which, according to the information of the Bishop, there.

is much successful ridicule, after the manner of Horace,
of the follies and vices of his countrymen but these satires,
in consequence of the express prohibitory article in the laws
of the island, he has not ventured to publish. The general
. style of his poetry is described to be terse, pointed, and ele-
gant. Finnur Magnuson is another of the Icelandic writegs
of the present day, who has acquired much credit from the
facility with which he composes in the Latin and Danish lan-
guages, and for the extreme accuracy of his Icelandic style.
He has translated into Danish verse, the poem of his uncle
Eggert Olafson, on the rustic life of the Icelander, and pub-
lished also several smaller pieces. Jonas Therlahm@‘m ve-
nerable translator of Milton, is still living in a remote part of

the island, and has composed many original poems af«mf :
merit ; of which, however, nearly all are unpom o An-

ather mﬁm«lual, possgnmg some wp’&hou, Fn
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m@y ever remain in obscurity. = The poverty and other cir-
,cumstances of the Icelanders, offer indeed such multiplied ob-
stacles to thelr literary progress, that it is impossible not to
admlre the ardour and industry 'whxch, in pursuits of this
pature, they continue to display. In the department of poetry,
‘more especially, the number of manuscript works, doomed,
Pfrom the sitnation of thqu' authors, to perpetual oblivion, is
exceedingly great; yet the muse is still invoked;,and the taste
and feéling for such compositions are still awake in the minds
of t.he people, though so little cherished by opportunity, or
by the aspect of surrounding nature.

The rellglous character of the Icelanders has strongly dxs-
posed them to the cultlvatlon of sacred poetry; and a great
;‘nu.mher of writings of this kind have appeared in the island
during the last two centuries. Besides numerous collections
of psalms and hymns, various parts of the Old and New
Testament, as the books of the Pentateuch, the history of .
David, and the life of the Apostle Paul, hayve been published

* in the form of poetical paraphrase; and a few of these works
may be found in the possession of almost every family in the
country. - .

y - With thc scanty materials for history which the Icelanders
possess, it is scarcely wonderful that this branchi of literature
should be less cultivated now .than it was in former times.

»  Among those of the natives who have received patronage and
support at Copenhagen, many, during the last century, have
- well maintained, by their historical writings, the reputation of
their country ; but in Iceland itself, few considerable works
nf ﬂm,kmd have lately appeared ; and the greater number of

.t.hem rm ymamunf mvpassingfage.x-fi?lw Chief

4 ensc n is undmbtedly:énﬂﬁﬁd first plac

1t hist al writ ;afﬂie xslaﬁ:ai

e




“conded by better opptmimnhes Mmost df"hiu
“enjoy,’ hwd held, during the last twenty years, the mos on-
spicuous ?ﬁliice among the literary characters of Iceland
“a ‘situation to which his acqmrements and influence wmﬂ
seem to justify his claim. * The attainiments he has made m
“yarious and extensive; a residence of several years at Cepen
hagen\,havmg afforded him access, not only to the hterhﬁire,
‘but also to some part of the  science of modern times, To
English language he has pald particular attention ; and b&

sides speaking and writing it with facility, he is fa:mhar with

all the more eminent of our writers in the department of the
belles-lettres.  Mr Stephenson is himself a very. vohnnmaus
author. As President of one of the Literary Socwtles of Ice-

‘land, he has published many books for the use-of th@Socie’ tys-

and from the catalogue of his writings, which is gwen in the
“note, it will be seen that his labours have comprehendeﬂ“ ;
smgular extent and vanety of subjects.® The most xmpommt

* 1, Treatise on Meteors, 1783, ok \
L2 Deﬁcrlptxen of the eruption of a new volcano in Skaptaa-fell Sysm}, M
engravmgs, 8vo. 1785

‘,.,’n,

‘ 8 Moumful Thougbts, and a Funeral Song, at the tomb of the ceiebruted and 4

hﬂoveﬁmapvm 8vo. 1796. : i S AN
& Q.Angyneo‘ammmenon,radtoameumgofm celandic Socie
e *m@%ﬂﬂl’?u ,




75 TRATRLS T XGREAS, (6 v iy

among his writings, is the History of I¢eland in the 18th cen-
tury; a work which abounds in valuable information respect-
ing the civil condition, the natural history, and the literature
of the island during this period. In the style of the bdok, by

a singular example of the prosopopeia, Iceland is made occa-

- sionally to tell her own tale, and to speak in'a personal form
of the various events which have befallen her ; a' mode of
narrative which, though sometimes verging towards the ludi-
crous, has nevertheless a simplicity congenial to the subject,
and capable even of rising into the pathetic and sublime,
Another historical work, edited and chiefly written by Mr
Stephensoun,is asorl of political register, of which, in the period
between 1795 and 1802, a volume was published annuallyat the
Leira printing-office, under an octavo form. This contained a
narrative of the political events which had occurred in Europe
‘during the preceding year; a separate article being allotted

to the affairs of every state. The narratives appear to be

drawn up with much care and considerable minuteness. Under
the article of England, as an example, not on]'y are the more

10. A select collectmn of Hymns and Psalms for the Churches, 8vo. 1801 Y

11. Translatlons from the Danish ‘of select Royal Edicts; published by the
Court General of Iceland at diﬁerent periods since 1801.

‘12. A speech made at the establishment of the Royal Court General 8vo. 1801.

18. Iceland in the 18th century, Svo. 1806.

14. The same book translated into Danish, with additions, 8vo. 1808. -

15. A Treatise on the Fuci; 'published by the Royal Society of Denmark, 1809.

1'6 A Trettue on the Sheqp, Cows, and Horses of Iceland. published by the
‘ nlzagenVetennamn Soclety, 1809.

hc

wm.umueuy&etmm,em 1808.
mm«» _,mhmm 1809.
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important national events described; but the state of partiesis

accurately detailed; extracts are given from the Parliamentary
. debates; and notice is taken of many provincial oceurrences.

The mmatlon necessary to this work was almost entirely
obtained through the medium of Denmark. The greater num-
ber of the volumes were written by Mr Stephenson ; one by
his brother the Amtmand Stephenson; and the last which
was published, by Finnur Magnuson of Reikiavik.
The vast number of works of divinity, which have: appeaved
in Iceland since the period of the Reformation, testify the
dxhgence with which such studies have been pursued by the
learned men of the country; and from catalogues which are
extant, it would appear that the writings on this subject yet
inedited, are' much more numerous than those already pub-
lished. Many of these works are translations from the Ger-
man and Danish; with a few also from the Danish language.
Among the latter, may be mentioned the translation’ of the
¢ Whole Duty of Man’ by John Vidalin, a Bishop of Skal-
holt at the beginning of the last century, very eminent for

his piety and learning. The original writings of the natives
are for the most part either commentaries on particular pai‘l?s ;

of scripture, or collections of prayers, homilies, and sermons ;
the doctrinal parts of theology being less frequently the sub-
jects of discussion. At the present time, the works of the

Bishop, whose name has just been mentioned, possess great

reputation in the country ; and of the collections of éerﬁ)ons
' wlnch ‘he published, some are to be found in almost every
n. In all departments of h”lenum: tbmm&ﬂ»u
dmposmon amoung the Icelanders tmcnucal. ty
'theologtcal ‘writings more ea;pecxav.lly,At}h&ii§ sey
assumed a very ngarom form.

; d" oce tirved abou'ka WM "
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unfortunate man was publicly whipped as a punishment for
the errors he had committed in a translahon of the book of
Genesis.

Metaphysical etudles do not engage much attentiommong
the learned men of Iceland. A few individuals, from their
residence at Copenhagen, have become intimately acquaint-
ed with the metaphysics of the German schools, and have
themselves published treatises connected with the subject ;
but these writings are by no means numerous, nor does it
appear that they possess any peculiar value.* Publications
connected with practical morality are, however, very com-
mon in Iceland; and several excellent books of this kind
have lately appeared in the island, adapted chiefly to the use
- of the farmers, or those of the middle class; in which moral
instruction 4s judiciously blended with amusing informa-
tion in varlous branches of knowledge. The most valuable
of these writings is a work, called ¢ Evening Hours,” which
‘was published by the late Bishop Finsson, a few years before
his death.

While the studies of literature are thus cherished among
the Icelanders of the present time, science, strictly so called,
engages but féw votaries; and these follow with feeble and
tardy steps the rapid progress which has been made among
the European natlons. ‘Even in the department of natural

* The following are some of the metaphymcal writings of the Icelanders'
i Dmertatlo de Essentia Consecutiva; by Stephen Biornson, 1757.
 Dissertatio de Ente ; by Finnur Thoralfson, 1770. R
 Examen fneultutu coguoscume unpenom et infmom, by t.hnumewthor,_
IWS 2

'._-“%,le Thorlacms, 1762,
hn Olafson. 17584, &c




in combining the most terrific extremes whxch her powers can

6 of th@ subject, and few works have bean published
},wlmfh ﬁossess value either from the extent or accuracy of
thexr mformatmn. Most of the vmtmgs “of ﬁuz;- Icelandgrs

a sin ular ‘vagueness of description, and more of superﬁhw
belief than is consistent with the other habits and attainmes
of the people. When considered, however, the latter mrf o
cumstance will scarcely be thought. surprising. In formmg'
the scenes which surround them, nature seems. to have de-
serted all her ordinary operations, and to have worked only'

command. Nor is it'merely a passive and silent desolatm*
which marks this tremendous influence. After the lapse of 2
ages, the fire of the volcano still bursts out among regions

of eternal snow, the earthquake shakeés the foundations of thu’.
island, and the impetuous thundering of the Geyser conﬁmuet P
to dlstin'b the stillness of the surroundmg solitude. Lﬁmg :

relatmg to these objects, and this mﬂuence is
most of the descriptions they have given of thel
later times, however, such superstitions hav,egr
and dunng the'.fast ceut:ury, ‘ severa.l ‘
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hﬁted a 1arger work under the title of ¢ Travels in Iceland;’

in wfl'nch the various objects in its natural hlﬁory are carefully

and minutely described. The mmeraloglcal details in this
book are very ample ; but owing to the want of arrangement,

-and of suitable nomenclature, they are not easily intelligible

;"tb.the reader. In 1780, a work by Olaf Olafson, entitled,

¢ Economical Travels through the northern parts of Iceland,’

~was published in two volumes quarto ; containing much valu-

able information upon the natural history of this district. Two
smaller treatises are subjoined to the work ; one on the Sur-
turbrand, the other on the Sulphur beds of Iceland. Several
descriptions have been published of the different volcanic

_eruptions during the last century; among which may be men-

tioned, the treatises of John Szmundson on the eruptions
around the lake of Myvatn, in 1724, 1725, 1727, and 1728;

“the treatise of Bishop Finsson on the eruption from Hecla in

1766 ; and that of Mr Stephenson on the great eruptions in

1783, at Cape Reikianes, and from the mountains of the Skap-

taa Jokul. The person said at present to be the best naturalist
in Iceland, and particularly intimate with botanical science,
is Swein Paulson, one of the medical practitioners of the coun-
try, whose abode is near the volcano of Kattlagiau Jokul on

_the southern coast. His principal original work is on the
 discases of Iceland; but he ‘has written also several treatises

on the natural history of the island, and on the rural economy

‘of the people which are said to possess great merit. Mr

Stephemon has distinguished himself in the same department ;

~and in many ‘9”“‘ W“"-‘“Q‘nhas laboured to make im coun-
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means gencrgily cultivated among the chan@crs 3 thoqgh

there are some ividuals who have pursued tbeu ttud:es,
elther in tKe i and itself, or w1th the better o‘ 0!

A few of the astronomlcal treatises pﬂbhshed durmg the lap
century are noticed below.* The study of the mathematlcs,
. though prescrlbed by the regulations of the schooi at Beues-
tad, recelves but httle attention there nor does it in general
llterary character in the island. No purely mathema.twai“
work is extant in the Icelandic language ; but in a book of
arithmetio, which was written some time ago by the elder -
Mr Stephenson, trigonometry and equations are briefly in-
cluded. Stephen Biornson, formerly the master of the school
at Hoolum, published in the acts of the Icelandic Society a
treatise on statics, which is well spoken of. This man, whose :
acquirements in various branches of science were very con-
siderable, died at Copcnhagen about the begmmng of the <
present century. ' )

After all that has been said in the preceding pages of the.
poverty of the Icelanders, and of the nature of the ¢ ;
upon which their destiny is cast, it will not be thought m "
derful. that the fine arts should desert a clime so little conge-
nial to their growth Pamtmg exists here, onlym’ it

ﬂ




: @32 | ' mamﬁs m ICELAND.,

; the literary Icelanders, wghose names have before been

Aforms the natwe music of the island is mharmnmous andi
lméouth; while the art of sculﬁm‘e is ah%at enm'ely un-
known, In proof, however, that these de iencies must be

“ascribed to the situation of the people, and not to a defect

1n original genius, it .may be mentioned that Thorvaldson,
" the son of an Icelander, dwelling on the classic ground of
Rome, is at the present moment second only to Canova |
among the statuaries of Europe. :
Before closmg this sketch of the literature of Ioeland, it
will be necessary to say something of the Icelandic Societies,
to which a reference has already more than once been made.

* The first of these was instituted at Copenhagen in 1779, with

the professed object of aiding the literature of the island, and
bettering the condition of the inhabitants, by the suggestion
of i improvements in their rural economy. The Socnety, at its
first establishment, was composed of only twelve members;

- but the number was afterwards extended to about a hundred
R and thlrty, comprising all the most learned and intelligent
~men in Iceland; and, as extraordinary members, many in-

dividuals of much eminence on the continent of Europe.
Fourteen volumes of transactions have been published by the
Socnety, the contents of which are various, comprehending
~many valuable papers upon the fishery, agriculture, and na-
*tural lnstory of Iceland ; poetry ; historical essays, &c. The
prmclpal writers were Bishop Finsson; the elder Mr Ste-

y .phenson, then Gavernor of the island ; - Mr Erncson Mr Paul-.

son; Mr Ketilsou, Sysselman of Dale; and many others of

hese mmsn,ctii&nd Were entxrely compméd W
c language,. and great attention was wd to the pre-
qfi:mpunty, twooeambgmg,wjj to judge




'fﬁwgh Stnll nominally in enst.ence, it has mw for al
riod been entirely dormant.
- The second Icelandic Society was estabhsfmti ln the 1sland

in 1794 ; chiefly under the auspices of the Chief Justwm@te
phenson, who had been a strenuous advocate for the removal
of the former Society from Copenhagen., The orxgmal num- -
ber of members was not less than twelve hundred ; most of
the farmers, as well as the priests and civil officers of the -
country, being included. The object of the institution was
the promotion of knowledge and improvement among the
people ; and with this view, a fund was provided by the an- -
nual contribution of a dollar from each member, and devot-\ §
ed to the publication of books, to be dlstmbnted among ihe‘
subscribers. The printing establishment at: Hoolung,.u ch
had fallen into decline, and another Whlch in 1773 was m, o

purchased by the Society ; and a’ prmtmg oﬁice, un

: management established at Leira, in the Borgar-Fl Sy!
“From this press have issued, for the use of the Societ

or sixty dlﬁ'erent works ; some of them transla,‘,',,,
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hawmr, for the support of the institution have béen incessant,
ivM noththstandmg greatly declined during the last few.
years ; and, at present, the number of members does not\
exceed tbirty or forty. The successive occurrence of setreral
unfavourable seasons, and the evils entailed upon the Ice-
: landers by the war between England and Denmark, have
contributed in some degree to produce this decline. It was
found, too, that -there was much difficulty in accomplishing
the scheme for the distribution of books, among a people
dispersed over so vast an extent of country, and during a
great part of the year so entirely separated from each other
. by the barriers of nature. Some little fault has, perhaps, also
existed in the general management of the institution. The
office of censorship of the press, vested in one individual,
has had the effect of disgusting or deterring many, whose
- connection would have done credit to the Society ; while, by
giving too much to this single judgment, it has been the means
~ of bringing forth many works, little adapted to the compre-
. hension of those for whose use they were designed. In the
’ jimsent state of the Sociely, it is particularly unfortunate
that the only printing establishment in Iceland should be thus
exglusively appfo;)riated; and as a matter of general policy, .
it may be doubted whether, under any circumstances, such a
' corporate institution ought thus to monopolize the literary
i grbwth of the country. As guides and protectors to the pro-
« gress of knowledge, institutions are good ;—when they be-
. come arbumx rulers, their influence but retards the course
~ of mental improvement, and proves baneful to the very ener- »
«5‘“ which gave them birth. * \
i "Such is. tlm“preaent state of mental culhvatnon among thls |
alar peop]e 'L‘he dmpamy of theu' physwal and mm@l
: S?
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d. only as a restmg place,r i

'ma{ny have founh‘ ;Q , thls country every
, We wxll proceed however, to take a
sory surve "o all the tﬂhes of an{mated natqre ng;ch ex-
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on the north coast ; and twelve or th:rteen appeq:w be tﬁ :
greatest number ever seen in one year. They are not suffer-
.ed long to enjoy themselves on land ; for, hungry t%d vora-
cious after their voyage, they commit great (fevastahom :
among the flocks. The people take the alarm; and, with
whatever weapons they can command, generally with mus
quets, they attack, and soon destroy them. - e
The dogs which are generally seen in Iceland, bear a strong
resemblance to those of Greenland. Like them they are co-
vered with long hair, forming about their necks a kind of
ruff. Their noses are sharp, their ears pointed, and their tails
bushy, and curled over their backs. Their predominant co-
lour is white ; yet they vary considerably; and some are en-
tirely brown or black. Very few of them can be induced to
go into the water; and though some are of service in guard-
ing the cottages and flocks, and preventing the horses from
eating the grass intended for hay, yet the greater numbo& d
appear very useless. Scarcely any family, however, is w' b=y
out one or two of them. e gy,
Two distinct varieties of the fox present themselves in
Iceland : the arctic, or white fox, (Canis Lagopus), and one
which: is termed the blue fox, (Canis Fuliginosus), and varies
considerably in the shades of its fur, from a light brownish
or blueish grey, to a colour nearly approaching to black. Itisa
more gracefully formed animal than the white fox ; has lmcr
legs, and a more pointed nose. Horrebow mentions a dark .
red coloured fox, in the existence of whlch we had no reuolt'_, Ty
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i ble, cnnnot be great,. c’l;?inhabitants do their utmost
to déstroy them ; being induced not only to prevent the great
ion which they commit among the young lambs, but
» reward given by government, and to profit by
the furs, which is an advantageous article of traffic.. There
is no particular ingenuity, however, displayed in the methods
I“%y which they are taken ; they are shot, caught in glgs, or
"~ forced from their holes by smoke.
<+ Rats in considerable numbers, and mice, are met w1th
particularly at the Danish factories ; but, as far_as our ob-
““ servation went, there was nothing torender them particularly
4 worthy of attention.
* ' The hog, which has from time to time been imported from
_Denmark, has, from the scarcity of proper food, been found
. so expensive to keep, that it has never been much propagat-
" ed; and it is doubtful whether, independently of two or three
sows and pigs which were'taken from England during the last
~ summer, a single animal of the species exists in the coun-
" 'The rein-deer has been introduced into the island, and has
increased rapidly.. Out of thirteen which were exported from
Norway in 1770, three only reached Iceland. They were sent
" “linto the mountains of the Guldbringe Syssel ; and they have
« since multiplied so considerably, that it is now no uncommon
- thing for those who pass often through the mountains in va-
* rious part of the island, to meet with herds, consisting of
from forty to sixty, or a hundred. They are very httle mo-
lested, the Icelanders satmfymg themselves with complaining
that the deeregt their hghen, and though, somet

k.
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winter, come down into the ’gams, partféulaﬁly abou
valla, to feed on‘the moss which abounds in that q
~ Goats were at one time more numerous in I¢
they now are. At present, they seem to have been compml‘
ly expelled from the southern part, because vegetation be-
ing very scanty, th€y were constantly injuring the roofs of
the houses by climbing on them in search of food. There®
are still a few in the north, where farmers keep focks of thiggy
or forty. ; Lo

The cow, “the horse, and the sheep, aﬂ'ord the prmcxpﬂ
source of wealth, comfort, and subsistence to the Icelanders.
Milk is almost their only summer beverage. Whey becorm:s’~
~a wholesome, and to them a pleasant drink in winter. Even
fish itself, their primary article of food, is scarcely palatable .
to an Icelander without butter ; and curds, eaten fresh im .
summer, and kept through the winter, yield the most pre-
cious change of diet, both for health and pleasure, which he =
enjoys. A cow on the farm of the Amtmand Stephenson, we
were assured, gave regularly every day twenty-one quarts of
milk. The value of their cattle is well known and appreciated
by the Icelanders, who take the greatest care of them through
the winter, and seem to shake off their habitual hst]essneu,yff‘

while employed in gathering in the hay that is to support t‘hem*‘

through the inclemencies of that season.

If the horse be less useful in Iceland than the cow, i:lle» é,ﬁ
care which i is devoted to him is proportwnally—less shll,'ﬂov R
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Tbeoe amwals are in
ont all the inhabited parts
3 no farmer bemg able to carry on the necessary
Naffairs of 1 e without their assistance ; and many of the Ice-
landers, partlcu}arly those who, from their avocations as
judges or magistrates, are obliged to take long journies, are
x at great pains in the breeding and rearing of them. But by

 the inhabitafts in general, they are let loose to provide them-
elves W1th food and shelter : in consequence of which, a
great number are annuaﬂy carried off by the severity of the

* winter. -

'_ The sheep furnish much milk and butter; and besides af-
fording, when smoked or salted, a part of the winter food of
the inhabitants, form a considerable article of export. Almost

i every part of the Icelandic dress is manufactured from wool :

. .and of the sheep-skins, without much preparation, they make
their fishing-dresses, which they smear repeatedly with oil,
for the purpose of rendering them impervious to water.

" Of the seal, three or four species (Phoca vitulina, Lepor-

* rina, Barbata, and Greenlandica) frequent the shores. Their

number is considerable. A few are taken for the oil which

;they afford ; and their skins are applied to various useful pur-

pones, being formed into shoes and thongs, and particularly

into a kind of travelling bag, in which the Icelanders carry

" their sour butter, fish, and other little supplies, when passmg
from place to place.

~ Very few of the great northern whales (Ba.laena Myst:cetns)

~ approach Iceland. The fin-fish (Bakena Physalus) is me
tt mmon. \A &gecxes of dﬂlphln, tbe bOttle-msc, ( p!




