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p R E F A c E. 

RELA TIo,NS of voyages and travels have at an 
. times, and in all ages, fmee the invention of letters, 

been favourabl r received by the public: but, perhaps, in 
110 age fo well as in the prefent; writings of this kind be
ing bought up with avidity and read with eagernefi;, morc 
efpeciaUy in this ifiand, not only by the learned and p0-

lite, but alfo by the rude and illiterate. The reafon is 
evident. The age in which we live, has not unfrequent-

• 
Iy been accufeil of frivolity and indolence. With What 
juftice, it is not ·our bufmefs at prefent to determine. Its 

tum for experiment, however, and difpofition to enquire 
into fads is univerfally acknowledged: and indeed, may, 
.perhaps, be partly deduced from the principle above-

• 
mcmtioned. Now every. authentic and well-written book 

of vOY'lges and travels is, in fact, a treatife of expel·i~llen-

A :I. tal 
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tal philofophy. From thefe fources natural hiftory derives 

its moft copious ftreams : and the obfervations which, in 
compofitions of this kind, every where occur on winds 
and feafons, {oils and climates, in ilion, on the whole of 

what 'may be caj]ed jlill nature, are undouhtedly of the 
g reateft advantage to phylical fdence., With refpeCt to 
moral philufophy and metaphylics, it may be {u!ficient to 
mention the works of PAUW, RAY N AL, KAIMES, and Ro
BERTSON, to 'evince the utility of journals and defcriptions 
of voyages 'in thefe and limil.r refearches. It is alfo 

.worthy of obfervation, that it is the modern philofophers 

chiefly, ' and the living inftruCl:ors of our own times, who 
have moftly had recourfe to thefe treafures, as 'containing 

the beft materials for the plirpofe of building their fyficms, 

ot' at leaft, as being be11: adapted to the fupport and con

firmation of their doCtrines. 

Few, indeed, are the travellers, whofe writings may be 

relied on as the pure fourres of tmth; ' unadulterated with 
error, or undifguifcd by wilful miTreprefentation. But io 

the 'number of writers anfwering to this defcription greater 
amung thofe who have colleCted and reported faCts; avow

edl y for the purpofe of rendering them fubfervient to phi
lofophy? Have not, on the contrary, theinajor part of 

thefe colleCtors greatly diftorted and mifreprefented the 
faCts they have laid before the public, in confequence of 'a 
pre\i.ous attachment to favourite fyftems? D6ubtlefs they 

have; 
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l,uve'. and :it,i. 'therefore iothe onginal writers of itinera

ries anil joftrnals, that the philofbpher looks for genuine 
trUth, and real obfer.vation;: as 'the authors 'oftbem for the 
moftpart have h"d:neither philofuphical abilities, nor any 

other motive fuffiCient to il\duce them, to report thefe faCts, 

otherwife th:m they ' have prewnted th.emfelwes to their 

notice. 
The author of this journru, though a mall of much real 

knowledge and genuine learriing" difm"ers in every page 
of· his booJo:too.little ,attachn'>enUil fyftem and hypothefis, 
lo"allow uS to [uppefe him ,likely to be guilty of a iimiJar 

error. " Fired with the lQ\le ,of fcience and of truth, he fet 

Oll.t'foothe ,defort Wilds of, <l.frili:.,:without money, and with
out Jrieill1ls, or JUpport of: any ,kind; and was eyen obliged 

to ,.labour for, :foille tiltle, before he conld acquire wealth 

enough to; enable him to put his faxourite fcheme in exe
tutiQJ1; ' ': lo';rh>:! re(pelt, indeed.he :mar deferve to be com
pared to our illufuJio\lS countryman, the prefent prefident of 

:the Royal Society, whofe' zeal for the promotion of llfeflil 

knowledge ,incluced , him" "I nearly ,the f;,mc age, though 
at a fomewhat earlier ,period" to ,go on a much ll10re dall 

germis and ,.extet1fi'Vc -cxpedition, than that, which ,is the 

principal fubjett -:of the ,following , !heelS, and to facrifice 
-fortune, e~t arid;, he'l1th" :in :th.cu:aufe'-of,lciahce. . ' ' 

Indeed,exclufiv~I!lJ of, the : ctmflderalions'''Q(l~'e-mention-

ed, the work iitfelf (in every lOlge beaf~ evident m,?s of 
that 

v 
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that palliDnat!' regard for tn1A:h.. which .fidl: 'infpired the 

undertaking. In the defcrlptions of animals he is aCCU
rate to a degree I itJiomuch that it i. to be feared, that 
fome of his readers, who are notfufliciently apprized of 

their general utility, may tiiliU<. him tedious: but in de-
1cribing fcenes" and fituarinns; whether partiling of the 

fuhlime, the beautiful, or the ridiculous, he is no .Ioo~r 

"n author, he is a painter: and, quitting hi. pen for the 
}leneil, fcts every objeCt before us hi colours equally vivid 

with thafe of nature hewlf. PhyflCian, naturalllt, and 

philofopher, neither human .manners, nor civil inftitutions, 

nlral reconomy, nor police, 'nOt.hing, · in.tine, efcapos tlte 

keennef. of his obfervation. , Neyer .relyillg ·on ·tII!: rfhl· 

tions of "thers, except when it .is impoffible for him to d() 

otherwife, he fees every thing with his own 'eyes, and 
trults O<lly to the report of bis 'own ;Cenfes .: . and at .tbe 

[.,me time knows perfeCtly well (which is never the ·cafe 

with the ignorant traveller) both how '!lO we and what :to 
look for. Hen"" we have fo manyaccl.1I'ate defcriptions. 
and drawings of animals never before feen, or eHe frrange
Iy mifrepref<:nted by his predecelfors. 

In fafr, . the ·account 'given byhiDl'I!liHhe whole face of 
the country, may .be conflde~ed, ,';n a great meafwe, _ 

.' 

Dew: though (hefldes fUcllna1ligators as hawoc:cafio1!a1ly 
touched at the Cape, froia; whom, indeed, imuch informa
tiOl'\ could notpoffibJy be expeCted) _eral othors, the 

6 chief 
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chief of whom arlO KOLBE and DE LA CAILL E, have either 

refide<!. ill this part of the world for feveral year5, or made 

expeditions into the c;ountry previoufly to our author. It 

mi,ght .appear in .. idious in us to .expatiate on their demerits, 

or to enquire into 'Ule (Oaufos of their failure in their re

fpeCtiv,e underta:Jqngs. We will therefore rather confine 

"urfelve~ .to th~ which js. the (ubject of the following 
fueet,s. 

(Jur alithor,. 'together with a fpirit of obfervation not 
• 

fUn in every traveller, ,had, as we are informed by his 
weod Mr. '(;EOI\Q F.oI\S<fER, admittance into the houfes 

elf (he ~ft.I;I .• nil.i,e6 .~t t_he-Capl. This advantage h e feems

to :have beeJl ·\jeD1 folj<;itous -10 tUM to the beft account; 

:mil ,to it we, pel!haps, in a great meafure, owe the an-· 

lU:lCed. roap .elf-the country,. which is· certainly no fm:lll ac

'!Militioll' to -gelilgraphica11cieuce.-B¢ore he h ad attained 

.he:ft.te of Ul3llhoQ(\, Jle had prepared himfelf for an' cx

opodition ,of chis _nature; by a voyage which. he made '-1n

tier JUs ,dl:infman, ,the· Cb.evali~ EI{;E)!ERG ;-, and the .dmfE

lIiut~s .i1cJllinrlicte, · pllbli~ 'U\lQerthe ·infpeCtion of the 

~j.QIff~U~- _exlLibile<! dillers' proofs that he had not 

~e'. lV~age.-Jn :vain. ;On ,lri~ _re~um to Upja/,- he ap

J*e~ ,~.~ .0{ -pliriie-;;b_1lt his attention was princi
pallyengrofi'ed by the-feienee of botany, which· he purfned 

wilh.~e~ll~mlndDl! lIS celebl'llted reilGrer, an~'be
c:.,.ae.Ii~~~ll!!llurite 4iJj:;iples. With an.eduaatioll bf this 

kind, 

va 
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kind, ivhirh;· it mull: be owned, was the moft Jav'6urable 

th.t could well have been imagined to fuch .purpofe, he 
jet out for the Cape, at a time of life the bell: adapted to 

an enterprize of this nature, nominally 'to inll:ruct the chU

rlren of M. KERSTE, the refident at that place; but in reality, 

to fearch for the works of the Creator in a part of the 

world hitherto hardly known to nattlTalill:s. How he has 

fucccedcd, the reader mull: judge for himfelf.-But it was 

not this oufcure corner of the · globe only that he was 

defiilled to illull:rate. By the arrival of the RESOLUTION 

and ADVENT URE .t the Cape with Meffrs. FORSTER, he 

had an opportunity offered him of extending his refearches 

to all infinitely g reater dill:ance, and all nature now lay 

open to his view. It was, perhaps, not more to the ad

\"ancement of natural knowledge than to that of thefe gen

tlemen's reputations, that chance threw fo great a zoolo
gift as Dr. SPARRMAN in their way at fo critical a juncture; 

and it is to be hoped, that we ilian one day be informed 

of the extent of our obligations to him on this fcore. In 

the mean while, we mult content ourfelves with the few 

fpecimens he has given us in the Swedilh Tranfattions, 

where he has inferted, and Il:ill continues to infert, the 

various di[coveries he has made on the continen.t of 

Africa. 

~ author having, in December 1775. during his ab'
fence from his native country, been promoted to the degree 

of 
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of dQtl:or.of phylic, was all his return horrie made a mem

ber of the Royal Academy at Stockholm, and of feveral other 

Ie:trned focieties. After the death of the great entonlOlogilt 

Baron DE GEER, who had eng:tged Dr. SrARRMAN to live 

with him at his houfe, the Baron having bequeathed his 

1l1agnificcnt collection of natural curiufities to the Aca

demy, our author was made infpeEtor of it. He was 

likcwife iLlvelted by the Academy with the llomin:tl dig·· 

nity of profeffi,r: and, on refigniLlg to his fucceffor the 

charge of l)fcfitlent of this fociety, :tfter having held it for 

the iil:l.CC of three months, prononnced an oration « Oil 

the augmentation and advantages which fcicl1cC in general, 

and more particularly that of natural hifror y, have ac

quired, and arc farther likely to acquire, fron1 exploring 

the Pacific Ocean." Publifiled at Stockholm in 17 i 8. 

To this filort account of the author it may be Ilcceffary to 

add, that we have taken the liberty of reforming the Of

thography of molt of the places mentioned in the courfe 

of the work, hoth with refpeet to the map and to the 

work itfelf: the :tuthor, whofe purfuit was things and 

not words, having heen carelefs in his . Janguage, and 

more efpedalJy in his nomenclature, to a high degree: 

as likewife that we have adopted the divifions into chap

ters and feetions made hy the editor of the German tranf

!ation, . as rendering the following fueets more intelligible, 
. . 

~~I. a ~ 
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kind, ivhieh; ' it mull:' be owned, was the moll: ' favOurable 

that 'could well have been imagined to fnch a putpofe, 'he 
ret out for the Cape, at a time of life the beft adapted t6 

an enterprize of this nature, nominally to inftruct the chil

dren of M. KERSTE, the relident at that place; but in reality, 

to {earch for the works of the Creator in a part of the 

\\'orld hitherto hardly known to naturalifts. How he has 

fllccceded, the reader muft judge for himfelf.-But it was 

!lot this obfeurc corner of the ' globe only that he was 

defiined to illuftrate. By the arrival of the RESOLUTION 

and ADVENTURE at the Cape with Meffrs. FORSTER, he 

had an opportunity offered him of extending his refearches 

to an infinitely greater diftance, and all nature now lay 

open to his view. It was, perhaps, not more to the ad

nncement of natural knowledge than to that of thefe gen

tlemen's reputations, that chance threw fo great a zoolo

gift as Dr. SPARRMAN in their way at fo critical a juncture; 

and it is to be hoped, that we filall one day be informed 

of the extent of our obligations to him on this fcore. In 

the mean while, we muft content ourfelves with the few 

fpecimens he has given us iri the Swedilll TranfaCtions, 

where he has inferted, and ftill continues to infert, the 

various difcoveries he has made on the contirteI\t of 

Africa. 

~ author having, in December 1775, during his ab;

fence from his native country, been promoted to the degree 

of 
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of dQtl:or.of phyfic, was on his return honie made a mem

ber ofthe Royal Academy at Stockholm, and of feveral other 

learned focietics. After the death of the great entomologill: 

Baron DE Gn,., who had engOlged Dr. SrARRMAN to live 

with him at his hou(e, the Baron having bequeathed his 

l'l1agnificent colleEtion of natural curiufities to the Aca

demy, our author was made infpeClor of it. He was 

like wife invell:ed by the Academy with the nominal dig .. 

nity of profeifor: and, on rcfigning to his fucceifor the 

charge of prcfident of this fociety, after having held it fur 

the fpace of three months, prononnced an oration "on 
the augmentation and advantages which (cience in general, 

and luore particularly that of natural hiftary, have ac

quired, and are farther likely to acquire, from exploring 

the Pacific Ocean." l'ublilhed at Stockholm in 1778. 

To this'ihort account of the author it may be neceifary to 

:'dd, that we have taken the liberty of reforming the or

thography of moll: of the places mentioned in the courfe 

of the work, both with refpeEt to the map and to the . 

work itfelf: the author, whofe purfuit was things and 

not words, having been carelefs in his . language, and 

more efpedally in his nomenclature, to a high degree: 

as likewife that we have adopted the divifions into chap

ters and feEtions made by the editor of the German tranf

lation, as rendering the following fueets more intelligible, 
. , 

%L.L a ~ 
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:md greatly relieving the attention of the reader. Having 
mentioned this, we will no longer tre{pafs on the rea

der's time and patience, but leave this work, which, to, 

ufe the words of Mr. GEORGE FORSTEr" the author's friend 

and German editor, is adapted to (''Very dal' of readers. 

in the hands of its beft judge and l'rotcCtol', the Public. 

INTRO-
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.I N T ROD U C T ION. 

I N the month ' of September I had occalion to think of 

making a voyage to the fouthernmoft promontory of 

Africa. What gave rife to this delign, was the following 

circumftance. 

The ingenious Captain EKEBERG, who never negleCts 
:my 0Plx>rtunity of promoting the interefts offcicnce, had, 
during a !hort vilit he had made to the Cape of Good 

Hope, made it his bufinefs to obtain permiffion to fend 
thither a natural hiftorian. 

But in order that this perf on, in the courfe of his re

fcarches after plants, infeCts, and other objeCts of his 

inquiry, might not run the rifque of being confidered as 
a fpyon the country and its government, and at the fame 
time that he might campafs his intentions with as little 

e"pence as poffible, it was agr~ed that he !hould infu'uCt 

a z. the 
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the rdiden!', children in Fa!!e-bay in geography, French. 
ano mathematics . 

M. EnBERG was II(} {'cranger to the turn I had ' for na
tur:!i hillory, having been acquainted with it in the. courfe 
of a voyage to Canton in China, which I had the happi
nero:; to l1'lakc under his command, in the years 1765 and 
I7 66. He therefore had me in "iew when he thought 

on this voyage to the Cape. 
I accepted his offer with the greateft pleafure, as I had 

long wifhed for an opportunity of feeing diftant parts of 

the wor\(l. Still, however, it depended ffitirely on the 
fpecial fav()ur of the directors of the Royal Swerlifh Eaft

India Company, whether I could be allowed a palf.ge in 
lome velfd bound for the Cape and Canton. 

M. EKEBERG, therefore, mentioned my intended voyage 
to the board, as likely to be of fervice to fcience. From 

the confideration of fa ij>eeious an object, I was flattered 

by thefe gentlemen with the greateft hopes of fuccefs in 
my application, till fuch ti/be as, .agreeably to their fla
tutes, a written petition fhould be prcfented to them on 

this fubject. 
The late Archiater LINNlEUS, as zealous for the ad

vancement of his favourite fcience as he was deeply frill
ed in it, heard of this with peculiar ple1fure; and, in his 

own name, drew up a petition for the voyage to be 
• 

made. 

The 
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The dite~orS'" well knowing, that a well-regulated com

merce as well as navigation in general, h:ls its foundation 
in fcience, and at the fame time receives light fcom it, 

while this, in return, derives fupport from, anel owes its 
extenlion to the two former, not only confented to what 

I requefted, but likew,fe, in their great kindners, went 

beyond my deli res. 
Accordingly they ordered, that I thould have my paf

fage gratis from Gottenburg to the Cape, toget!}er with 
every convenience, in one of their {hips, called the Caj/le 
of Stockholm, which, it was expeCted, would he ready to 
fail on the Chriftmas following. The laft-mentioned place 

was pitched upon, for the firft ftation to be rcrorted to for 
the purporc of taking in refrethments in our way to Chilla. 

Before J begin the journal of my travels, J muft affilfc 

every gentleman of a hearty we\come, who intends doing 
me the honour to accompany me in them by means of 

this paper-conveyance, provided he will deign to he pIeafed 
with his entertainment: 

BARON F AB IA N' LOEVEN. 

Meilleurs PETU. TH.EODORE KOENIG. 

___ M .U.TJN H OL TER MAN'. 

___ OAYID OF SAND.EBERG. 

--- JOHN ABRAHAM GltIJ.L 

--- JOHN MALM ERIC SSON. 
___ C'KAllLU GODFREY KVSEL. 

A roan 

. ... 
XUI 



xiv INTRODUCTION. 

A man who travels to a great diftonce from home, can 

never meet wilh the objeCls of his refearehes in the order 

and arrangement that he himfelf would will, for: 110W 

then 1l1OUld he be able to difpofe and arrange his travels 

upon paper, agreeably to everyone's peculi.lf tafte amI 

liking? \Vith refpeCl to my it)'le, which, in confe

quenec of my being unufed to compofition, is fometimes 

fo unequal, as well as unhappy in point of expreffion, 

that I have frequently been difpleafed with it mylelf, I 

have need, more than nlo!\: authors, to beg for the rC:lller's 

kind illchllgellle. In faCl, ;>II my writing for thefe many 

years pait, has confiited chiefly in fhort notes and memo

randUQ1S, cxprdfcd fometirncs in one language and fome .. 

times ill another, (juft as my occupations and the part of 

the world I was in gave occafion to) ~nd fometimes in many 

languages blended together in olle. From this medley I 

have now tr:ll111atcd and exprefied in a more diffllfe !lyle, 

and in my native language, what I had formerly fet down, 

in the nlanner above-mentioned, by way of memorandunl 

only. And though I do this with pleafure, conceiving 

it to be a duty lowe to my curious and inquifitive· coun

trymen, yet the performance of this talk is by no means 

unattended with anxiety ; inafmuch as on account of the 

want of praClice for man y years, proceeding from my .at

tention to affairs of greater importance, I do not finel my-

felf 
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felf able to come up to the reader's willies in this par

ticular. 
Neverthelefs, though I can pledge myfelf for the prin

cipal article requifite in all compofitions of this kind, viz. 

for the truth of the occurrences here related, it will be of no 

avail, if at the fame ti!!,e, I cannot avoid being confidcred 

as being rather unfuccefsful in the choice of my materials, 

in the variety and uncommonnefs of them, and Iafily, ih 

the fty Ie and manner in which they are prefented to the 

l)ublic. Indeed, it has been given me to underftand" that 

from one, whom a refilefs inquifitive difjlofition has entked 
• 

from his native country, to follow the calls of deftiny all 

round the globe, and more particularly through the land 

of the Hottentots and the wild and defert regions of Africa, 

frOIn fuch a n13n accounts are expetl:ed of a molt en

tertaining and wonderful import. Nor is this expectation 

abfolutely ill-founded. Nature has prefented herfelf to 

l;le in various fhapcs, always worthy of adnliration, . often 

enchanting, and fonletimcs terrible, and c10therl with hor-

1"Or. But at the fame time I nmit apprife the reader; ' that 

a great n13ny prodigies and unCQJnmon appearances, about 

which I have frequently been afke!l by many, who have 

been brought to entertain thefe conceits by pernting the 

defcriptions of others, arc not to 'be found in my journat. 

Men with ,one foot, indeed, eydol'" Syrens, Troglodyt.cs, 

and fnch like imaginary beings, have 'almoftelltircJy !lifap.-
• 
peored 
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peareil .in this enlighteiled :age. At the fame time; how
eyer, 1l1 :l!lY ha\'c heen hitherto inuu\. ed to g ive cn:dit to. 

tales almolc as marycUous; witli \vhieh authors, who h,\ve 

be('.)fc 1l1 l' vifited and defcribed the llottentots, have fea

fimcd their relation$, in order to make them go uown the 

better with the public. . So that the reader mult not be 

furpri zed to find my accounts frequently differ much from 
tli otc of various of Iny preueccfi"ors ; and at the (lme tinlC, 

1 'Ihall now and then be obliged to take up m y own and 
'his t~mc with [Olue very narrow limitations of what they 

have advanced. Otherwife, infael:, the public woultl have 
rcafim to cloubt of m y own veracity. 

1 mult here Iikewife previoully inform the reader, that 
J do not undertake to give a full and complete hiftory of the 

Cape uf Good Hope, but merely fuch relations concerning 

every thing remarkable, as I have either been ahle to calleel:, 
or'have myfelf obferved with refpeel: to this part of the world, 
A deticieitey of this kind may, perhaps, even in matters 
of importance, meet with a ready excufe from many of 

m y readers, when it is confidered, that without being ei

ther rich myfelf, or in the leaft fupported by others, I 

undeltook an expedition, which, when confidered with re-; 

fpeel: to thefe circumftanccs, will appear to be of no fmall 
extent. The whole of the fum that I took out with me 

to. bear my travelling expc;nces was about twenty-five rix

dollars, and what, by dint of <Economy, I had made my-
• 8 felf 
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(df malter of by the time I got home, was fomewhat more 

than double that fum. 
Thus fo far ",os I from being able to purchafe colleCtions, 

or to obtain at m y cafe, or by dint of money, opportu

nities of cnbrging the fphere of m y knowledge, that 1 

C,'CIl coulLl not polIibly arrive at them without great trou

hle and danger. In this cafe, I have bcen obliged to contcilt 

m yfelf "ith what fortulle has throwil in my way, as ) may 

fJ.Y, gr:nis. 
The arrang ing by way of journal the occurrences and 

events which I have defcribed, though in certain reti"leCts 
it be not the belt· method, is yet in general, the molt na

turo'!' In order to acquire an adequate idea of a 'variety 

of objects out of the great n limber of thofe that have prc
fented th rmfdves, it conduces not a little to know on what 

days they were fcell. In faCt, the time, the manner, .and 
the order, in which things occur, arc accidental circnm

Hances from which much light may be derivetl. But the 

greatell atlvantagc accruing from this method is, that hereby 

it becomes eaficr both for the writer and reader to diftinguifh, 

what is the actual refult of the author's Qwn experience. 
from what he has, in defect of this, been obliged to aclvance 

on the Itrength of the information given him hy others . 

At the fame tinle, in order to come to a more fpeedy 
and pleafing conclllfion of the travels themfelves, certain 
defcriptions, critical itrictures, and reflections are deferred. 

VOL. I. b at 

xvii 
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at prefent, which will be inferted at the end of the fecond 
volume ,", partly in the form of notes to this, and partly. ' 

confiituting diftinCt heads by themfelves. Above two 

thoufand of the produCtions of nature hitherto unknown, 
which, in confequenceof a moderate degree of attention only, 
I have difcovered in Africa, (a country in many refpeCts 
very different from the reft of the globe) but have not been 

able as yet fully to arrange and put in order, cannot have 
place here, either defcribed at full length, or in the more 
compreffed form of /ketches and definitions • 

• This fecond volume, if it lhould ever appear, muft ev idently be confidcft'd :1~ £ 

work of a very Jifferef\.t nature from the prcfent: the trant1ator, thcrerorr, (lid I~(I: 

sbink himklf bound to take any notice of it in !.he tide-pasc .. 

c 6 N-
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I 

I N T ROD U C T ION. 

OccaGon and dcfign of the vo}'''ge. Some general reflections and llriCl:ures 
on writers of travels and voyages. 

C HAP. L 

VOYAGE FROM GOTENBURGH TO THE CAP!!:. 

D eparture from Gottcnbllrgh in Sweden. Defcription of a violent norm. 
DiftrdTc:d flwation of a Dutch vdfd. Lights in the fea. A diJTertation 
on the-ir natW'e and their diffaent [pecic3. Arrival at the Cape, p.6. 

C HAP. II. 

RI>SlDt NCE AT TilE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE TILL THE A UTHO /t ' s VOYAOF. 

TO THE SOUTH SEA. 

SEC T. J. 

Re.fidmu al Cape <['own. 

De(c~iption of the Cape Town and the adjacenc country. The author 
wam. on the governor and commandant. Sketch of the charaCter ;l'lld 
hiftoryof Baron Van P IUHM, p. 13. 
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SEC T. II. 

Rtjidet1,~ IJ/ Bay Faljo. 

Goes to Bay Falfo [0 wait on the refident, whore children he is to educate. 
Js entertained on the road at night by a rich boor, with gritty bread, and 
meat prefcrved with pepper. Peculiar counery of the French nation 
contraO:ed with the manners of the Dutch at this colony. Meets 
with his old chum, Dr. Thunberg, at Cape Town. Dckt iption of 
Falre Bay and the adj acent country. Dutch politenefs at table. Story 
of an Englifh lady going to be married in the Eaft-Indies. Seal
fuooting. The torpedo. Defcription of vJJ'ious fillies, infeCts, and 
plants, p. :1:9. 

SEC T. III. 

RtjidUI(( a/ Alpben, Ufar Conjlanlia, till lh" author'; trip to Paar!. 

Removes to Conftantia with the refident. The plants there. The vine. 
yard. 'the filver-tree. Uncommon difpolition of Table-moulllain, 
with refpctt to rain. Beautiful profpt:tl: from the fauth -fide of it. 
Adventun::s in confequence of laCIng his way at night. DifTt:rtation 
on the Conftantia and Cape wines. HOllt-bay defcribed. The palmites 
plant. Divers kinds of final! anti lopes. Several forts of viverr:e, or 
weafels. The method of catching them, and their ufes. A young 
hippopotamus. The efteem in which botany is held at the Cape, ex~ 

. ~mplificd in the behaviour of a Cape phylician, p. 50' 

SEC T. IV. 

q"rip 10 Poarl. 

Letter to a brother failor, defcribing a fix-weeks excurfion made on root · 
in Oaober. Hires a ballard, a man of family, (or his guide. Racks, 
wheds, and gibbets, c'xpofed in the public roads. New IjJcC"ies of 
cicindela. Is taken up by a w~ggon drawn by twdve oxen, hut foon 
quits it. Concert of iackalls, frogs and owls. I. lodged and enter
tained by a flave. Baitle between the houf~-flave and the cow-herd. 
'The forts of ft'ed fown in th is colony. Curious method of ferving at 
the fame time God and mammon. Salutation of a boor. The author 

very 
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very ungallantIy negleCts ro requite the fervices of :l {emale Ilave. A 
{bye's n::vt:nge on his niggardly mafier. At a rich widow's houfe is in 
danger of being kicked out of doors, on his hat being difcovered with 
the brim l1:uck full of inleCts. Floats naked over the river (0 an iOct 
on a bundle of palmites plants, in order to botanize then:, Behaviour" 
of a furly bu r. holpicable miller. M.1kes a [exton and his wife happy, 
by prognollic3tillg the death of the Jauer. Is hofpitably received by a 
l earned boor. The [Ower of Babel. Drunken foldi ers. Obliged, (0-

gerher with his holl, to bolt his chamber-door, for {tar of being mur
dued by the naves. A cmious love.fcale. Prices of Il aves and cattle. 
Bad con!i:qllcnccs of the Oave-trade. His guide has not the leaft idea 
of a deity. Conclulioll of the lette r, p. 77. 

SEC T. V. 

Rejidence at Alpher., after tbe author's return from Paarl. 

Obferv.ttions on the uniola and pifang, p. 79. 

C HAP. III. 

VOYAGE TO THE SOUTH SEA. 

SEC T. I. 

CJ'he circumj/ancts which gave occafion to this J7aJage. · 

Goes round the world with Capt. Cook, as an affifrant to Meffrs. Forfter. 
The occalion of his undertaking this voyage, p. 81-. 

SEC T . II. 

Poyage from the Cape of Good Hope to Nef.V-ZeaI4nJ. 

Continuation of the journal of [he voyage, p. 87; 

SEC T. 
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SEC T. 1Il. 

Fir) royag! from Ne:w Z ealand 10 Olabei/~, and fro", thmte pad: again II) 
N~ Z~aJal1d. 

$orne events not related by Cook and Forner, p. 91 . 

SEC T. IV. 

Stcond royag! from New Zealand to O/ab,ite, and from Ihmce bad 4gai". 

Journal continued, p. 97. 

5 E C T. V. 

Poyage frl)11I New Z!a/Ilnd 10 'Inra dt/ FJi,~go, and /(0", tbtilce farther Olf. 
lowards the South Po/e. 

Joornal cofltillued) p. 99. 

SEC T. VI. 

Relurnl, the Cape of Good Hope. 

Return to, the C;j..pe. Ship's, provifions utterly fpo ilc:d, p. 104. 

C l;l A. P. IV. 

JOU RNEY f ROM CArE TOWN TO TH E COU N T RY OF THE C AFFRl::S . 

SEC T. . I. 

Danga.rous fituation of a vdret in Table-bay. 
the crew faved by an old foldier on horfc:back.. 

A fhipwreck. Lives of· 
Cruelty and ingratitude 

of 
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of the government at the Cape. Humane inftitution of the Chinere in 
there cafes. Regificr of the weather at the Cape, f9f May, June, and 
July. 17751 p. 113· 

5 E C T. n. 
Prepflralions for the Afritan Expedition. 

Undertakes an expedition into the interior parts of the country. Equip
'ment for that purpore. Buys a waggon with twelve oxen. Is attorn

panic::d by Mr. Immehnan, the fon of an officer at the Cape, p. 1 I~. 

5 E C T. /II. 

70urnry /r()m the Capt 10 the Warm Balh. 

Bad accommodations "On the road. Manner of travelling in the African 
wag'~on s . Defcript ion of Guftavus's [ce,ptre, a plant. No bridges in 
A(f1~:t . Account of the manner in which. they pars the rivers with 
waggons in this country. Defcription of rhe landfcape about Bot
river. W retched wine at Agter de Berg. Sees var\ous fortsofgazels 
in his way [0 the warm bath; and likewife whole troops of zebras. 
Oftrich-hunting. Method of reckoning the length of journies here i 
and of harnc:ffing the oxen, p. 135. 

5 E C T. IV. 

Rrjidtnee at the Warm Bath. 

llottentot-Holland's warm baths defcribed. The bathing-houfe. and 
wells. Chemical analyfis of the waters. Cures performed by means 
of Ihem. DiJTerration on their origin. Remains of a volcano. Onkjes, 
vernal flowers of the iris kind; their ufes in food, and in reckoning 
time. Shoots a wild cat in a tree. The different forts of th~m in this 
country enumerated and examined. Defcription of a porcui?ine~hunt. 
Ca~ parlridges and phemnts, the korr.hen, and fecretaries-bud, other. 
'Wire "called the (crpent .. eater, defcribed. Ufts of thi's latter, and its 
manoC'r of attackins: ferpents. The author frequently vifits a patient 
in there pyts! and IS pai~ in milk and provifioru. Wild dogs o;(ry 
dangerous animals. Their manners. HUDt in packs, and fomc:tlmes 
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[Urn, when huncrd, and hunt their purfuers, Tiger_wolf, or hyxnl, eats 
\lP the carca(es and bonn of animals whicn <Ire left UntOll('hl'd by 
other wild Dt";.lfls, and would othcrwife con t~l1njnate rhe ac moftJ1,lt:rl', 
Its \Ow:ll"tlly' but artful m:mntr of attacl;:ing ot her nnimals . By i111i
tatint; tbe cries of other creattlres, it dt"{:oys tllt:lll aW:l}' fro1D the felt 
of the herd, with a vie:w to .devour (hem. Is {he muft voracio ll s as 
well as watchfu l of all animals. Bt'trays its approac h by an involunt::J.ry 
barking, proceeding from an empty and conth,ntly craving fl:omach. 
At night is fu Jfered to enter the town at the C1PC, being of gre~[ ul~ 
in dearing the fhamLles. Adventure of a drunkt'n tru lllpctt"f with' a 
hyxna . This fpecies Jlever before ac curately dereri bcd . Ears up Lne 
of the traces belong ing to the amhor's waggon. PIl:lendeJ ch<"!n:;c vf 
its (cx accounted fur; as likewile tht' flories of its i mitat~ng t il l; hUIll:ln 
voice, and enchanting rhe lhepherds, 10 that they canoot Hil" trom tilt' 
fpot wlie"J"e (hey are. Sddom caug/lf, anu h.J.rdJy t'Vt:r fl!or. Ufl.: of 
th is creature's long !baggy coat, p. 17 T, 

c H A P. v: 
JOVRNEY FROM THE WARM B ATH TO ZWEI.t..ES" OA M. 

The driv-er has not 'the leaft knowlcuge of (he road, Not being :lhle to 
get a Hottentot any .where to lead their oxen, make a virtue of nccd1ity, 

··and curn .()x~'leaders themfdves. Procures a Hottentot to drive his 
waggon, WilO gets at the brandy (he author had taken wirh him~ for 
the purpofe of prcfcrvin9 an imals in, and treats his companions with 

. it. The 8mhor: ami his lTiend in danger of being mUldered by [hefe 
fellows in their liquor. : ' The author puts a live (erpem into the liquo,.. 
Hottentots ufed to (wallow the poifon of ferpent', conCidering it <IS ... 

prefervarive againll:: tbe' bite o(,thefe animals. Is cheated in the Largain 
he made for his .oxen. . Or1e o( them runs home. The farm ;lnd fordl 
at 1figer-hoek defcribed. Defcript ion of the pt"rfons, clothing, orna· 
ments, and arms of the Hottentots. Befmearcd with grea[e and (oor, 
which ·alters their natural complexion. ThisiJldefcribed by authors. Tht: 
males' have no defeCl: in the organs of generation, nor have the females 
any fuperAu ity in thofe parts: what appears there being not natural but 
artificial. Hottentots perfume themfelves widi ' the powder of a plant 
caUed bucku. Do not wear the intcftines of &nimals, but a number of 
leathern rings 'about their aTms 'and legs. Their ..weld !hoes. Method 

,of making chem particu~ar-ly··d~fcribed . . Tlleir ~raals or villages and 
huts. Their manncrs and 'difpofition • . -Bofhics-men, or wjl,-j Hot[~nrots. 

. Their, 
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Their maxims and weapons. Live in deferts on berrirs, caterpillars, 
and other infects. Their amazing voracity. Are Iinall and Oc:nder. 
but, after ueiuO' caught, are fattened in the (pace of a few we~ks. The 
colonifts ~~nt ~hem like wild beans; and frequently make panies for 
theftJ!i5'ofe of catching and enOaving them. Very much given to run 
away, but never carry any thing off with them. AlmoR: always in a 
fiarving nate, and -qumbers of them perifu for want, Neither they nor 
the Hottentots hav~ any conception, neithn can any be infufed into 
them, of a God. Confider ralO at all times as an evil. Bu1lr the 

,thunder. Have great faith in roreery. The forccrt"rs are their phy-
1icians, and cure them of their difeafes by thrafhincY them. Intl:ancts 
of various cheats put on them by their foreerers. Though fuperftitious. 
are not afraid of darkncfs: yet {cern to have fame notion of fpiria and 
a future life. RcfpeCt, but do not worfhip infects of the mantis kind. 
Do not worfhip the moon. Kolbe's miftake!t with refp~a: to chis point 
corrected. Chriftianity taught at Tygerhoek by a Moravian, who wa:. 
accufed of liniller pratlices. No remains of rdigion here at preiem. 
Two Hoctenrot girJs pay them a vil'ic. Their odd behaviour. The 
author endeavours in vain to hire a, driver for the expedition. At Jail 
a lad agrees to go as far as Zwdlendam with them. Sloth and idlencfs 
of the Hottentots. Hard fate and fenfible rdletl:ions of a fiave. 
Regiller of the weather for AuguR:. Hdfaquas kloof. A lingular diforder 
among the horfe!. The Landeon of Zwellendam offers him a better 
team of oxen. State o( the weather at that place. Zebras and quagg.!, 
both fpedes of the wild horfe. The former do not fc.r tbe hyena, 
but guard the other cattle from its attacks. Both fofts 'eat kfs, and ,are 
more hardy than the common horfe, and might be ' ufed r6f' .draWing. 
Misfortune of a man who harneffed fome quaggas to his carriage, before 
they were properly tamed. Riee valley. Language of the Kottentot5, 
compared with that of the Snefe Hottentots. Their mufieal inftru. 
ments and tobacco-pipes. Curio~ethod of fmoking. Their cardw 

playing, improperly fo called by the colonift., p. '3" 

C II A P. VI. 

]OUIlNEY FlOM ZWELLEHDAM .1f'O MUSCLZ-!AY. 

Bloclt."",nkic.. Groot Vaden-bofch. Stop a bit, . • . plant groWing there. 
~:'their way at ,night. - Saddle-oxcn.' VHit a Hottentot CT~, < 'and 
arc Cll~ed. with milk curdled by being kcpt.in the lkins of an;mds. 
Vo L. JIf' C S'Ifttt 

.\;xv 
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Sweet milk unwholeCome. The Hottentot Captain Rundg~nger. 
Captain an empty title. Captains fpies on rheoir counrrymen. Hot. 
ten tors oppreJfed by the Dutch, and obliged to fhift their quarters con. 
tinually more inland. Thorn- or gum-arabic tree. Large..qairy-farms. 
River of buner-milk. Dif1:inCt:ion between the carr()w, (our, anG [weer 
fiel ds. The firn: rendertd fertile by aqucdutls. Cows that gnaw each 
orher's horns . Hottentots continually lhiftingl,hei r quarlers, from 
{uperftirious motives: a praCtice which prevents/:he degeneration both 
of their lands and cattle. Colonifts fauhy in th is re(jJcCt.. Rhinocero!Je' 
buth. Ovtrflowing of Gauritz-rivcr . . Hoar froft of faIt. Dcfcriptic\11 
of Mufde-bay. HotHniquas-land. Algoa-bay. Hints for the ad
v':lOccment of trade . and the improvement of the colony, p. 260. 

C HAP. VII. 

J OU RNEY THROUGH THE Hounll Q..U hS. 

Anin:'al$ to be found )'Jl Houtniquas. Defcription of the bof<.:h-bock. 
Hadddc:-bird. Regifier of the weather. Al mofl: a whole province intoxi
cated ~i[h a hoglhcad of br:andy. Defcription of a H OtleOlOf miftrefs. 
B~findl not chl'iA:ened. Stratagem of a burgher :I[ Bat:lvia to gct 
'his ~hild baptized. Style of bu ilding in [his province. The author's 
HottentOts run away. on being correCted for drunkennefs. Scale of the: 
wn .. thC'f.j.a Septemb.cr~ p. :l9.l . 

C H 11;' P. vm. 
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metllod of dreffing partridgOl. lR1mader~telJ Jilt fh~y) with ta ils 
weighing above twelve pounds. The ~thor blce:ds a., ~.~ento.t l~d. 
An inftance of Dureh compaffion. Hottentot women- ~. ~llqlentatlon 
over the ~. The boy, comes to life aga.in. African o~~ anq.filh •. 
Ta~ bit farmer 's wife in l' bargain abo,,!t a pair of oxen. Scrililge 
cafe of a proJapfus uteri. Lofe their way agAin. Unkind beb.av:i9.U[ of 
fume HottentotS. ~is horre fink.s with him into the mire. Princely 
lhepherds. Miferallie c.andition of Hottentot f1;lgitivcs. Stone-he,ps. 
Pitf.lls for the larger killd of game. M-ountlfolR Hottt:ncots. Flight 
of a Hottentot child. Coal ·l~lack·li2ard. The dafs, an· animal ofth~ 
cavia genus. Dalfen-pifs taken for pctrohe~tP. ~e~ tQ be the 
menftruJ.1 evacuation of this animal, p. 310. 

C HAP. IX. 

J OURNEY fROM LAN'bE DAL TO SJTSfC <' MMA, 

Si.A-COW RIVER. 

AND FROM' THENCE TO 

Kromme.rivier. Efchen-bofch. 'The pneu~ra, an infccc fuppofed to live-
on [he wind. They .come to a perfofl. wheo <;aU~d. B,pfbies-mep 
carOllfing on ' elephants 'Hen,. Dercrip.~i~n I\Pq , l!9..~Safilreni..eftt of.¢hc 
r~mains of.the carcaJe. H~w this ~~,. 'W:~l. QlA.t.:~Jjr: . .t9:(~~J.~~n:!it':!. 
1 he belt mcchod, of /hoormg . • 10:(" 1let#"Ai4fvtfcik "p~")it.'UfiJJ 
auack a whollt here! of el.eph»nlS. Cnfe tQ By, wMe'~.f\l'ndIj4., ..El.e,.. 
phant's way of fwimming. HiftQr·)(s of ~me Q:lIIgHP#'.S reo£()UA.(C;& 
with them. Dc la CaiUe', flrang~ antcQo~~' a -mtrC' inl})OOtfop. Do 
~O[ COpll lat~ like hUlT!.an ' crc:atu~~",,!iever: ~c;;C:!l:." ~ thc ,aa 'of oopofa
u~n, nceptmg o~te; by two of the a~thor's acqlf:n~~arce. Elephant's 
dlCt. Expente- of' keeping ;them. HiA::6ry af",h ufe. NegroC's buy 
and fell the tails ,afa w.ft' pr~ce ·~ rrom fupedlitioU5 n:'0tive-s. Tails de. 
fcribed. .Forni C'lc::phjllll 'S. tceJh. M~m0l!.(h's bones found in Siberia 
are r.othing bile !~e 'boolcs 'or~1¥hants . . 'I:he rhcoi'its of Bulfon and 
l)'[hers oll:crtlJrnea. l~niJ)g-lnouf('). a~d .,ot~.er m.igt&.t.ing animals, ad
duce~ as p.ro~fa , O:f ,,~b~ a.!Jtho!,'s ~eu'i~~ . . Djve . .;& i.nftanc~s qf the 
.f4~1 <: lty oCelephant.I.~, W.~~~k of: the:'. ~dd,lflgto~ ~tft-lnd,aman on 

!
~ " ,·:"~o'a~·. , 'SulWrivori' ro~·;.~~~,:~t-h~ HottCfltcn'~: ~"' ·A ~tch cap!aia 

".' 6::'?I1',W~C,Jl<' III :Joo~. af",nlle;9'go;"f.ome.1»,c;k purpofely ':'lth
. \at '~nI! 'iii:. ~g. BlI}Qu$ (evcr . pr~vailJ among tile Hotcen tots •. 

. , ." "" " StraJIge 
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~uange method of cure ufed by the author. Hottentot·ball. The 
'bee. Monkey-dance. Polygamy of the Hottentots. Pitiful cafe of 
an old polygamift. Marriage ceremony performed among the Hot
tentots by fprinkling the bride and bridcwgroom with \l~-" .-Manner 
of burying their dead. Bury alive or expore [uch children as holVe loft 
th~i~ mothers. ~tarye their old peoJ?l~ to death . . Extenuation of th~ir 
cmrie. Preparations' for the hpeditlOn throul{h the defert. White 

;'&Q.ts eaten by the Hottentots. MBchief done tby them. Hottentot,.. 
.imagine the fwarmi of locufts with which the country is fometimcr&: 
over-run, to be fent to them fot food. Locuft roup. Loeufts of u'ri: 
jn clearing the lands, p. 36&. ' 
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CAP E 0 F GOO D HOP E. 

C HAP. 1. 

A VOYAGE FROM GOTTENBURGH, &C. 

O N the loth day of January, in the year 177'1., I .",. 
failed from Gottenburgh in the Cajlle of Stockholm; ~ 
a fuip belonging to the Swediih Eaft-India Com-

pany. The wind was favourable, ' fo that we foon dif-
miffed our pilots, and even in a iliort time loft fight 
of the delightful paftures of Sweden. We found the 
weather, as it ufually is at this cold feafon, fome-
,~g milder in the open fea, than it was upon the;" 
cO.a(1:. . The Swedilh. Eaft-Indlam'n, the Louif., de/liJ;led 
{or Cadiz, "to take in l"efreiliments there, with money 
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A VOYAGE TO THE 

for both ihips, kept us company till we paired the north of 
Scotland. The Itormy weather however, ufual in thefe 
parts, and at this time of the year, made us f~ar~te .b.J<fore 
we intended it. The wind blowing Itill ftronger'likewife, 
carried away our Inain-top-faiJ, thouglyit was quite new. 
and made of a ftrong cloth. The damJges were reekone<t 
to amount to feveral hundred rix·dollars. 

This ravage and denruCl:ion afforded in itfelf neverthe
lefs a fine fpeCl:.dc, which to me was entirely new. 
Sudden guns of rain now combined with the night to 
furowd every lhing in darknefs. Let the reader reprcfent 
to himfelf for a moment the foaming billows on all fides 
furrounding the fuip, and fwelling up wmetimes even to 
our yard-arms; while the long ihivers of the top-fail got 
loofe, and being white, were diftinCl:ly difcerned waving 
to and fro in a molt alarming manner, and at length to
tally vaniihed tllfough the darkened air. At the fame 
time the violence of the wind ,aufed thofe parts of the 
fails which yet remained on the malt, together with the 
ends of the broken cordage, to beat about, and cra~ 
withfuch force as· for a time to drown every otherl 
noife. 

This {peCl:.de did not make the kfs impreffion, when 
by degrees we could better diftinguifh the roaring of the 
fea, the fwell of the waves, the bluftering of the wind,. 
and the cruckling ooife made by the mafts and the joint" 
of the planks ; particularly when to this we 3Illd, that the 
.captain was continually roaring out, anti was :anfwer0d m. 
the. fame itrain 1>y the men at the helm, }far-board aNd
port, as ihe item of the ihlp hei\ved to right or leltf 

oot 
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not 10 mention the ufual noife and bume from all quar
ters of the deck, the failors and tackling being in con
ftan.to-ilg;i~!, and motion. 

oil the zd'day of Febmary in the afternoon, when we 
bad got to 34 d~. 22. mjn. N. lat. I deg. 32 min. eaft of 
the meridian of P;\.is, a thip at a diftance fired feveral guns, 
t),ereby giving us to underftand that Ihe was in diftrefs, 
and defirous to fpeak with us. We accordingly waited for 
her coming up, and found her to be a Dutch Eoft-India
man, called the Duivenbrock, bound homewards, and com
manded by Capt. CONRAD LOUE. They had loft their 
rudder, and in confequence of the great fwell of the fea, 
had not been able to 1.lh on another; on which account 
Iikewife the thip had got fo far out of her courfe. The 
crew were emaciated to a great degree, and in want both 
of water and provifions. Our commander made them a 
prefent of as much of both as their long-boats were able 
to carry; but at length, the night corning on, and the wind 
blowing up freiher, they were deprived of that farther de

!f.ree of affiftance, !hat everyone of us very much withed to 
give them. Even our common failors not only thewed 
great compaffion on their parts, but affifted them effec
tually out of their own !tock with tobacco, and other re
frethments. 

177%' 
Februart. 
v-.r-..J 

On the 1 zth day of February, juft under the tropic, or 
""4, 51. N. Lat. we faw a fea animal feven or eight feet 
long, known to fea-faring men by the name of the lea 
tktIiil .. It is reported by writers of voyages, to be very· 
~gerous to the people engaged in the pearI-filhery. • In 
~ voyage to China I formerly made, I happened to fee one 

B 2 of 



4 
I ii:' · 

f ebf\l;lry. 
~ 

A VOYAGE TO THE 

of thefe :'".;"J imals, .:md on examining it, concluded· it to be 
a fpecies of RA Y. 

Oil the 2 III day of February at fix in the ev~g, 3.SIeg. 
24- min. N.. of the equator, we obfcrvcd a beMifurm:eteor. 
It WaS like a red hot cannon-baB, whi<:Iy\vaved to and fro 
with a gentle whizzing noifc, directly clver our veireI, an<j 
between the maft-tops; but notwithftanding what th~ 
failors prognolticated from it, it did not fcem to bring 
with it any change of weather. 

On the 4th day of March we paired the line, when a 
number of idle ceremonies were performed according to 
cuftom. 

On the 5th, at ahout 37 deg. S. lat .• l nd 2 I deg. weft 
of Paris, befide the ufual lights that frequently nppear 
fparkling, as it were, on the furface of the fea, there was 
feen in the night a ftrong gleam of light, caBed by the 
failors maa!jken, or fea-Ihine. It appeared chiefly in a 
round form of three feet diameter,. and WaS like a glow
ing light throughout its whole extent_ As the ihapc 
of it was fometimes changed to an oblong, it was con
jeCtured, from this circumftancc, to he occafioned by the' , 
~lalhing of the fea. With luminous bodies of this kind 
the whole extent of the ocean was now adorned, j'ume
times at the diftance of feveral times the length of the 
1hip from each other, and· fomctimes only a few feet 
.funder. We were not fortunate enough to examine them 
nearer. 

The wind at times blew frelh, being fometimes a«om
panied with heavy Ihowers of rain. The next day there 
was nothing UncommOn to be obferved on the furface ~

the 



CAP E OF GOO D HOP E. 

the fea, that might be confidered as the caufe of this 
luminous appearance. A night or two hefore tlus, we had 
ah.: .. d&~m to perceive fome of thefe lights. The wca
ther at that ~e was only overcaft. Some of the molt 
experienced am~g the failors i~formed me, that thefe 
lights were met with partIcularly 111 the north feas, as well 
as in the creeks on the eoaft of Mexico ; and that from 
thefe 'ppearances they ufed to prognofticate a {peedy 
change in the weather. The lights that are ufually feen 
in the , fea are fuppofcd to proceed partly from the confti
tuent parts of the fea itfelf, and partly from the fith and 
other killllsof infinitely fmall animals which h ave their abode 
there. But with refpeet to the moorjlwl, I have not found 
any navigators fj)eak of them. Are they not occafioned 
by fome fiimy or gelatinous animals (fuch as the 11101/"jCO), 
which only of nights, at certain places, and in confequence 
of certain changes of the atmofphere, rife to the fur face 
of the fea ? The fame rifing and fin king motion, which 
I now ohferved in thefe animals, I remember to have per
ceived in the .. ~[edu.Jc; particularly in the year 1775, in the 
bays about the Cape of Good Hope, after my return from 
my voyage round the world. At that time it had been 
ftormy the whole preceding night, with a great part of the 
followi ng nlorning; when, to nly great amazement, afrer 
fa long a voyage, I now, for the lirft time, faw thefe fea
:mimals in fuch quantities, as to form a thick maCs of fe
veral fathoms depth, as if they h ad been preJfed down 
tog1hcr. Where they were collected into a thinner maC, 
one ·might difcern that one part of them was hlue, :bl0-

(iter of .' flame-colour, and another again of a lighter 
hue_ 

5 
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M~;;h. hue. They were moftly of the form of a necklace (mon;!;
~ [ormes,) and at that time were probably driven together in fa 

great num hers by the ftorm; fo that the grea~til:i'Of 
maarjken, ferve to give a frill greater degree yr credit to my 
conjeCture. A fmall corner ollly of the fVd, viz. '['able-bay, 
at this time afforded nourifhment to more animals at once, 
than perhaps are to be found on the whole face of the 
earth. This opened to me a door, if I may he allowed the 
exprcflion, to nature's copious ftorehoufe ill the deep; fa 
that at one hafry view I could get a glimpfe of that 
amazing fuperfluity, which feeds millions of lilhes, and 
at the fame time lines the infide of the whale, that great 
Cololfus of the deep, with that oily fatnefs, with which 
it abounds . 

It may from hence be readily concluded, that it was 
thefe infeCts that the fat fea-lions and feals, diving and 
amphibious fowls, many kinds of a1batroifes, (diomedere) 
procellaril£, together with fea-gulls of all forts, were in 
queft of, when I faw thefe latter fa affiduoufly hunting 
about near the Cape, and in the Sout1. Sea, . 

On the I zth of April we got fight of the Cape, and 
came the fame day to anchor in Table-bay. 

C HAP. 
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C HAP. II. 

RESIDENCE AT 'THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE TILL THE 

AUTHOR'S VOYAGE TO THE SOIlTH SEA. 

SEC T. I. 

ReJidence at Gape Town. 

T HE Cape is ufually mentioned in too high terms 
by fea-faring men; particularly by fuch as have been 

there only for a iliort time. The reafon probably is, that 
people, who are weary of a long and tedious voyage of 
feveral months duration, are ufually enchanted with the 
firft f pot of earth they fet foot upon, of which they. after
wards make their reports according to the impreffion it 
firO: made u?On them. This is fo much more likely to 
happen with refpeCt to the Cape, as fea-faring. men are 
feldom ufed to O:ay there long enough to be weary of it. 
On te contrary, however, it is not unufual for failors to pil'A. 
and grow unhappy even here, after being fome month. on 
&Ore, and to long to go to fea again. I have been informed 

by 
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by Captain COOK, that he, as well as Sir JOSEPH BANKS 

and Dr. SOLANDER, prejudiced by the relations of others, 
confi<1ered the Cape, the firil: time they faw it, "" the lIl,l>i1: 

delightful and fertile place in the world. ,Go' that even 
the harren heaths to the north of the to\"I' O, were at the 

.ume time very innocently milt.ken for fine fields of corn. 
For my part, not to lead my readers into any error 

concerning this point, the account I here give of the Cape 
has not been written without forne conuuer;'ltion. I muft, 
.notwithfi;mding, prcvioufly remlnd them, th at a view of the 

. map inferte<1 at the end of the book, will give the beil: 
and cJcareil: idea of the pofition of the harhours and 
creeks of this part of the world, as well as of the Bames 
and fituation of the different mountains. By this means 
the following dercliption will o.e the more cafUy un
derllood. 

The town itfeJf is the only one in the .whole colony, 
QIld is properly called the Cape, though this name is often 
injudicioufiy given to the whole fettlement. The above
mentioned tOwn is fituated between the fhore and the north 
fide of the mountain, which, in confideration of its appa
rent equality of furface, has obtained the name of the'l'ab/e. 
Accof(jing to the meafurement of the Abbe de 1a Cailles, 
the fhore of this bay is 550 toifes above the furface of 
the . fea, and 1344 toifes in length, . when taken from Eaft 
to Weft; tbe middlemoft part of it being fituated Soutlt
.eaft of the town, and .2000 toifes from it. 

Duyve/'s-Kop; (the Devifs-Head,) called by the ,ng
lith. Charles Mountain, . .is in a great meafure connected 
with the .'l'aole Mliuntain, but is full 3 I toifes lower,-

~ ~~ 
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and at the (arne time is peaked and bare. L eetrJ)",-Koh, ,,,,. r M;:r.- b. 
called by the Englifil the Lion's-Head, and ' likewifc the ~ 

'"S'fItl,ar-Loaj, is a hill more feparated, but lefs elevated, 
than th'c fon~r: the filme may be raid of its neighbour, 
tbe L eemven-si'lttzrt, called by the Englilh the Lion's-Rump, 
and likewifc the Lion's-'I'ail. 

From one of thefe figna!s are given, by the firing of 
guns for every velfe! that comes that way, and appears 
bOllnd for tbe harbour. 'When they approach ftill nearer, 
a flag is hoifted on this ' mountain, which {erves for a 
lignal to the captains of the Dutch filiI's ; hut noboel y but 
they and the govemor of the Cape know, how the colour 
of the flag is to be varied for each refpeCtive month. 
The intention of this regulation is, that a Dutchman w1?-o 
is coming into the harbour, may immediately know, if the 
harbour is fallen into the hands of the enemy, and ac
cordingly take care not to run into it. 

The above-mentioned hills are in a great meafure bare, 
and that part of Table Mountain that looks towards the 
town is pretty fteel'. The bulhes 'antI trees (if they may 
be fo called) which here and there ;gNw wild, .re ftunted 
partly by their own nature, and partly by the South-eaft 
and North-weft winds. Hence'they,--moft of them, look 
dried up, with pale blighted leaves, anill upon the w!iole, 
have a mifctable appearance. -Some of ' them, filcJtered 
by the cliffs, and at the fame time watered by the rills that 
run down the fides of themolIrltain, may perhaps be fome
W~;! mor~ healthy and 'vigorous; b~t they are univerfaJlr ' 
de cnt m tpat lively verdure whIch' adorns the o!ks. 
vines, - myrtlCi, laurels, lemon-trees, Ike. planted at the 
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'77" bottom ne,r the town. Still farther on, the dry heathy 
M:lrch . 

....,.,....,J lan<ls aIllI j'111<1)" plains on the firand, contribute to give 
the country an arid and barren look. It mufi .be ow~;' 

indeed, that a confidcrablc quantity of the J!\ofi beautiful 
African flowers are fcattered up and down ,11 different parts 
during the fille fcafon; but they cannot !hew their fplendid 
colours to any great advantage among the various kinds of 
grafs here, which are molUy perennial and of a pallid 
hue, among the dry bullies, and in the fields, which, at 
Ieaft near the Cape, are almoil; continnally grazed off. 
There plains, therefore, cannot c.aptivate the eye, nearly 
fa much as the European Flora, with her green meadows 
replete with annual grafs. r am ready to "How, indeed, 
that the verdant plantations, together with a few acres of 
arable land round about the town, make a beautiful ap
pearance, oppofed to the African wilds and deferts with 
which they are furrounded, and Which ferve to fet them 
off to a greater advantage; but then clipped and trimmed 
trees, with regular plantations of groves reared up by art, 
cannot fo long keep .their gr()~d in .our tafte, as that 
lively verdure of naturlt which a .European, at Icaft after 
ha,ving refided for [am$' time at the Cape, I think cannot 
help miJTrng. 

The town is {mall, about zooo paces in length and 
breadth, including the gardens and orchards,by which 
one Iide of it is terminated.. The ftreets are broad. but 
not paved; a great many of them are planted with oaks • 

..:;the honfes are handfome, two ftories high at the q.ojt; 
tha greateft part of them are ftuccoed. :.and white-wa'HlCd 
on the ontlide, but fome of them are .painted green: tbk 

lattc?' 
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latter colour, which is never feen upon our houfes in 
Sweden, being the favourite colour with the Dutch for 

'lbtoir clothes, boats, and fuips. 
A great p~ of their houfes as well as churches are 

covered with a Ibrt of dark-coloured reed (Rif/io teBorum) 
which grows in dry and fandy places. It is fomewhat 
more firm than flrnw, but rather finer and more brittle. 

How this thatching is performed, certainly deferves the 
confiderarion of our country gentlemen and men of landed 
property; and a defcription of it will be given by Captain 
Ekcber/: on fame other occ.fion. The refl of the houfes 
in the Cape are covered with what is called Italian tiling, 
which refembles the fiat tiles we ufe for fioors. 

The company's gardens, fo differently fpoken of by 
KOLBE, BYRON, and BOUGAINVILLE, are the largefl in the 
town, being 400 paces broad and 1000 long, and confift· 
ing of various quarters planted with cale, and other kinds 
of garden fluff, for · the 'governor's own table, as well as 
for the ufe of the Dutch fhips and of the hofpital. Fruit
trees are planted in fame of the quarters, which, in order 
to fuelter them from the violence' of the South-ealt wind, 
are furrounded with hedges 'of mYllle and elm. Befides 
this, the greater walks are ornamented with oaks thirty 
feet high, which· by "their thade produce an agreeable cool
nefs, and are much refmted to hy the ftn.ngers that vifit 
t~ port; and chufe to walk in the heat of the day. 

The four quarters that lie nearefl to the governor'. 
refidjnce, which is liru2ted in the pleafnre-garden towards
the'fmrth, have indeed forne beds of flowers in them; but 
thls pleafure-g3!'den is' very faT from deferving the COnI-

C ~ mendations 

11 

' 77% · 
April. 
\.rN 



tz 

177 2 • 
Apri l. 
~ 

A VOYAGE TO THE 

mendations beftowcd upon it by KOLB E, who cries it up as 
having no eqnal, 'amI being ftorerl with the moft colUy 
pbnt> from all parts of the world. At the end of~!-.e 
ple:dilfc-garden and to the eait of it, is t:1C menagerie, 
paJifaded and railed off, in which are 1hewn '!firiches, 
caJuarics, r:coros, and fometimes different forts of anti/opes, 
and other finaller quadrupeds, almoft all of them natives of 
the country. In another partition arc kept various fo
reign and domeftic fowls. 

The fortifications lie fame hundred paces north of the 
town, being feparated from it by a verdant mead, which is 
cut through with canals amr roads. On both lines of the 
town towards the {hand, batteries are placed; and to the 
fauth, where the land is higher, are leen the burial grounds 
of the Chinefe and free Malays that live at the Cape; as 
well as one belonging to the Dutch, which has a w all 
ro\md it. But what difgraces the town is a gallolVs, with 
racks and other horrid inftrumehts of tOlture, which the 
governor has lately ordered t9 be erected in the place of 
honour, if I may fa call it, or oppolite to the fortification 
in the above-mentioned meadow. Befides this, the well
known hardnefs of heart of the Dutch fettled in the Indies, 
has '(hewn itfeIf here by two other gibbets ereCted with
in light of the town, viz. one on, each fide of it. 
" On the 30th of April" being ' ·the morning after we 
came to anchor, I for the firft time fet foot upon African, 
ground. The licit thing I did was to wait upon the go
_mor, Baron JOACHIM VO N PLETTENBERG, to wh'~m 1 

pail! my refpeCts, and intimated my ,villi to live under'his , 
protection. 'As {oon as he was infonned of the nature· of 

my 
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m y ~ppointment, he granted my requell: without the lcall: 
difficulty; and Coon oltered me the privilege of praCtifing 

'i""o/fic, as I had given him to Ul)deritand, that it had been my 
principal ll:udy\ Upon the whole, I received great civilities 
from many members of-the regency, particularly from 
the comtnander of the troops, Baron van PREHM, who 
w as an African born; but, what is very rare with his 
countrymen, and to his honour muil:: be mentioned, he 
had vifited Europe, and was a lover of fcienee. Neither 
mutt it be paJred over in [dence, that he had {erved in the 
capacity of a Pruffian aide de camp in the tail: German ,var; 
and, as a proof of his having been in the wars, bore about 
him the {cars of Several wounds. As "it may give plea{urc
to {uch as are fond of hearing that merit meets with its re
ward, I will add,- that he returned inveited with the place 
he now enjoys, <),nd about the fame tilne made his fortune, 
by marrying the fineft WOman in the whole colony. 

SEC T. 
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SEC T. ll. 

Rifidence at Bay FalJo. 

A L THO U G I-I I had already been fome ua ys at the 
Cape, I had not yet had an opportunity to Ice the 

refident, (now JIIh-govemor) whofe children ) was to iu
ftruCt. The realon was, that he was g'lne to Bay Fa!fO, 
about eighteen miles from the Cape, in orucr to receive 
and make provifion for the fuips which had juft before 
run into the Bay. I therefore fet out to pay him a vilit 
there; but ibid over night at a re(pcCtabJe yeoman's, to 
whbm I was audreffed, in order that he might be my 
guide. Here I for the lirft time found, what inconve
niences a man is expofed to, who does not tmderftand the 
language of the J>CQple among which he lives. I had 
made 'a fbift to pick up a littl~ , German in my voyage from 
Gottenburgb to the Cape; b)l! this .wa~ but of very little 
fe..vice, either towards my making . . myfeJf underftood in 
this place, or towards my underftanding a Dutchman in 
his language. The neceffity, however, that) was under 
of communicating my thoughts, ,contrary to what I had 
f~pofed, increafed my power of comprehending others, 
as \well as that of expreffing my own meaning. \~y 
hoft, who was very inquilitive with regard to affairs 

3 hl 
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in Europe, as well as defirous to get fome information on 
medical fubjeCts, was inceffantl y propounding his queftions 

't&-me, as well as he could, in the German tongue. J, on 
my fide, repeated my anf wers again and again, expreffing 
them, in I myfelf did not know what language. It fhould 
feem, that the Oerman, Swedifh, and Dutch languages 
have a great analogy to, and much in common with each 
other; but the great difference in the pronunciation of 
them, as well as in their dialeCts, feldom allows one to per
ceive the fimilitude. My phlegmatic hoftefs" who ftood 
by with open -mouth to overhear our converfation, without 
,underftanding one fingle word of it, relying upon my ig
norance of the lasguage, alked her hulband, whether any 
thing elfe than abfolute want of the neceffilries of life in 
Europe could poffibly induce me, and many other ftran
gel's, to come to refidem Africa? This remark fhewed, 
that fhe had conceived very indifferent notions of ftrangers; 
and was the more difficult for tne to digeft, as they had 
given me a very moderate fupper, confifting of ftewed 
red cabbage, meat preferved with pepper, ami gritty bread. 
I mention this, however, ,ooly as a proof, that the Afri
cans, ignorant of every 'thing beyond the limits of their 
own habitation, uni~y :entertain moll: advantageous 
and flattering ideas with:~fpiiet to their own country. 

The next morning I ,ahived at Bay Fa!fo. , The refi
dent there promifed to perform his engagement with 
Captain EltEBERO, and likewife conferred upon me im
mediately the poR -of interpreter between him and tr: 
Fr~Jy, who came to that harbour . . The poJitenefs of 
this nation in ronjeCturing what one 'Is going to fay, and 
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at th e (tme timc correCting on.e in, the moft illfinllati ng 
rnanncr when OIlC makes urc of an improper expreffion in , 
their language, was at this juncture . extremely agrcca+rl"c 
to m e ; and· the hlore fo, as J h a.l not the )calt knowledge 
of the dialeCt and terms in ufe among tht.:m in India. In 
this kind of civility, which proceeds from a good dilj)()fi
tion :15 well as a good education, many of the inhabitants 
of the Cape, the fair fex in IJarticnlar, were nlOil: la
rnentab1 y deficient. On thi s account, the Europeans are 
apt to conceive rather unfavourable ideas of the poli tenc(o;; 
of the African colonifts. HuwGvcr this be, thefe latter 
learn very little of any foreign language, though they arc. 
otherwife indefatigable in their applic>tion to trade, and 
every thing that tends to their emolument; and although 
the income of the whole colony" as weU as . the particular 
i,'tcreft of moft of the inhabitants, depends entirely on 
their trade with· foreig ners. 

The next day I went back again to the Cape, to fetch m y 
baggage from on board of Ihip, and takeleave of m y fri end s. 
lcoulrl not help being tendeflY~'lRGted at patting from them, 
and indeed this was the Ian tim e t1:)\\t I faw many of them. 
It was not till I had loft fig~~#thlf'Swedtlh colours, that 
I felt myfelf an abfolute ~~";!.i:the African coaft. 

During the few days, h6W@verf~iit I yet had to fta y in 
town, I enjoyed the greiteft':'felicitY in'the 'company of 'an 
old 'Up/ a! cl:)um, Dr. THUNBERG, now demonftrator in 
that lmiverfity, whofe tafte for bc>tany had induced him to 
""dertake a voyage to this remotefti'0iM ,of Africa, He 
travelled at the expence of fome gentlemen in HoJl\o.t;!d, 
and had come hither with a Dutch /hlp a few days aft,r 

me. 
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me. Nothing could have happened more unexpeCted to 
him, than to fee in penon at the Cape, a man whom, agree-

""ble to the I.teft advices, he now fuppofed to be at Upfal, 
engaged in courfe. of academical lectures ; and nothing 
could be more pleafmg to him, than to receive the letters 
which 1 brought him from his friends and relations. 

I was foon however obliged to return to Falfe-bay, by 
which means 1 loft the company of my countryman, who 
alone could make the Cape for me a little Sweden; and ren
der our favourite fiudy, which we both applied to in com
mon, full more eafy and delightful. In the meanwhile, 
perhaps none but a lover of natural hiftory can imagine, 
what pleafure ",e enjoyed together among the herbs and 
flowers. At firftalmofi every day was a rich harveft of 
the rareft and. moft beautiful plants; and 1 ):lad almofi 
faid, that at every fiep we made one or more new difco
veries. And as 1 had many Swediih frtends, and parti
cularly the great LIl'{NJEUS, always prefent in my·memo
ry, every. dupli,cate or triplicate of the. plalUs 'that I ga
thered, gave me; a fenlible pleafure; though -my covet
oufnefs for mYf~lf. ~)}1;i11y.Cfriends, fJ:equelUly i~du'f.~ me 
to gathe,rlP9I,:~, ~}?j"q,;~;~~~~ble, to attelld to, and drY'in a 
proper m'W:lW"' "/i!f~tjQy~tlefs, h~ppens more ,or lefs to 
every botaQl4~J)6l~~~~() f~relgI)-_ Part": but ,~dcs 

~~:~sc~~ihm!~~~l~~~a~~?~~~e~~!a;;t:~l~~: 
tion t9 ,my belovea. (~. " ., • " .,', .. ;' ~. , ,.1. " ... oJ' • . 

, By" t/?!it 'R~~'n~.f;;~, i>f~c;n . d~p~l!'~ pf opportunities of 
lwet,lj&l.~g;(we Of {hoce lll~t~t I had collected':' I 
fh.erefore neg~e4l:ed no opport~i!y ,~fret}Jling to Sir CHARLES 
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LIN N AO:US duplicates of every thing I found, together with 
my remarks upon them. Unfortunately this great man's 
illnefs, declining years, and intervening death, have prevenv.; 
ed us long from feeing them in print, in a Mantijfa tertia. 

I was now to refide in 'Fa/fc-bay till the end of the 
winter, which is called the bad feafon (in Dutch, quaae 
mouffon,) and is reckoned from the 14th of May till the 
14th of Auguft. It is not diftinguifhed by any particu
lar degree of cold; for we had frequently at this time the 
fineft 'fummer days. Once or twice there fell fome hail, 
but I never [.>w any filOW. \Ve had fometimes the moft 
violent !howers of rain, and that moilly for fe veral days 
in continuation, by which means the air \vas very fenfibly 
cooled. We, were not unfreql1ently troubled with the 
nQ\1.h-wcft wind, and this is principally' the reafon why the 
Diitch !hips, at the time of year before-mentioned, have 
been ordered to run into 'l'able-b,!)" ever fince the year 
'17 zi; when out of ten ihips belonging to that nation 
lying there, eight ' were caft on !hore l?ft. This like-
wife has ipduced theputch ' , ' , at hand 

' . ~," ..••. )-~" ". . .' ~ 

~:Z~~~'~~'2~~~;;cirr:ii",tfY; ... , .. ,. . ~ . . 
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, ,' forges and 

who 
,9l!Igm"Qd~,~ by a 

a 

howe aud.the, .. ,A0D\!t '''~ ,'' 
fr6'lo 4frica; tb~~?cy:~~~~~~~;~~~ hw' ~ fomechoufe for' , , ;~;~~~~~~;. 

.;. ,- " 

he 
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he chufes to retire thither for his ple.fure. Gootl freflt 
water is conveyed from the neighbouring hill to a quav, 
\vherc it is very convenient for ufe. A tradefman or h\:O 

have got leave to build an inn here, in which, howeyer, there 
is not always room and conveniencies fufficient to receive all 
fuch as, after a long fea-voyage, aredefirous of refrcfuing 
themfelves on fuore; the fuips that land here being chief! y 
fuch as contain I' ot much above twenty p.ffengers. Board 
and lodging are paid for here as at the Cape, from one ri,,
dollar to one and a half a day; a tolerable goodt'!J:>le is like
wife ufuall y kept here, and the attendance 1S none of the 
worft. A perron th.t ",iOtes to go poft from FalJe-bay to 
the Cape, a difta,,"e of about fixteen miles, will find it com-
11ar. tively dear enough. ' Three or four rix-dollars muft be 
paid for "raddle-horfe, and from twelve to fixtcen for a 
waggon; which is, for the molt part, inconvenient, and 
ufually drawn by three or four pair of horfes, or elfe by 
the fame number of oxen. 

Excepting in the winter, ' Falje-bay is feldom or ever 
vifited by any fuips, .• s .tp.e fouth-eaft wind, which pre
vails at: every Other tim~ o£ the year, m:tkes this Bay in 
many re(peG1:s in~I\:';~~l% blowing with fuch violence, 
as to cover .. ~ hill~#~et;~ \~tha :thick layer of dri:t f~nd, 
all along fr~tl!.e fthinil u,to thell' very tops. ThIS ndge 
of f'and 'is feeii tt'fGfu :~tv'~m the mouth of the harbour, 

. " . ' ., .. '.1 ' . - ~ • 

and ierves<.aS a .~p. fOr lliips; for Simon's-bay, which 
isithe: ,!>lie~'W~fe'::t1iey ate to anchor, lies direCtly from 
the eait, '~ 16~gfuore to the fO'uth. Thebreadtyof 
5li!Jt:.'IiII':it,I'·i'ii:Wfo great, but tllat in clear fine weather, 
one m~y t& !'f'~ Simon's,baythe EIU<.l~ laying oppofite in' 

D ~ the 
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~;~:: the eaft, or the Schaapen-Bergen (Sheep-Mountains) in Hot
~ tentolS HoI/and; and with a perfpcctive glafs, one may even 

.diftinguilh the houfes in the laft mentioned place. 
From the .point of land, called the Capc of Good Hopc, 

ftraight on to the town itfelf, there is extended a chain of 
hills, which, following the coune of the ftrand in Simon'~
bay, is continued to the northemmoft part or bottom of 
Pal/e-bay; and afterwards, ftriking off to the weftward to 
Conjlantia, goes on to the north of it, to join 'l'able
Mountain. This range of mountains, however, reckon
ing from" Sinwn's-bay, is intercepted ill two places, viz. 
firft, by means of a dale near Conj/antia, through which the 
road goes to Hout-bay; and next, by a fnndy vale a little 
to the. north of Simon's-bay. Through this vale there is 
a Th6rt way between the weltem and ea!tem mafts; and 
in all probability it was formerly a finall ftraight or found, 
which has been gradually filled up by the winds and furge 
of the fea. The whole of the low lands, confifting of 
f.1ndy . plains. and tracks' of heathy country to the eaft of the 
town, ,was . in all · likelihood Io~. -in . thefame manner; 

\~ , ... - '>, - ,. . 
and the 'Cape of Good Hope .~~ in -1:hebeginning 3R 

Bland, which was net CO!'llec,ttdf-with the . Tiger-Moun
tain and 1hore of Hottento\S 'HoUand; but by' degrees, and 
in. the coune ·of time. It isii u1·mY "Opinion. particularly 
with [and, fea-1hells, trunks ' of- ' ~e€s"and Elich like .rob
bi1h, . that the lea has thus eneroached ,upo~ the1and,:and 
fet itfelf narrower limits. T,,- this the ·mence)'Of the 
fo~-eaft wind Contributes not ' a li~#i;~~etimes 
tear"} up hedges; trees, a,nd~ej{etables' of~illids' by: rk( 

. soots, 
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roots, at the fame time catting up high ridges of fand, all 

of mentioned before •. . 
Even Table-bay is by degrees 'grown fhallower, fo' that 

the houfe that is built oy·the fe~-fhore is now farther from 
. .". 

it, and time after time they have been obliged to lengthen 
the quay that has been made in the'. harbour. Farther; 
in refpect to this circum france, I can refer to the fhells of 
different fizes that I found in the fandy parts of a meadow 
a little below Tiger-Mountain. A well~behaved and fen~ 
fible yeoman, CORNELIUS VERVEY by name, who con
ducted me to this place, fituated at the dill:ance of about tw<> 
leagues from the fea-filare, was of opinion, that the fea~ 
fhells were left in that place, after the fea had retired from 
it, but were by no means brought thither by the Hotten
tots, as they could not polIibly live there on . account of 
the want of water. 

The road between the Cape and·Fa!fe-bay·;s very heavy, 
and even fometimes dangerous. At this latter place, at 
the time that the fo~th-eafiwind prevailS, there is wont 
to be fo high a ' tide,: that the· fea, even at its lowell: ebb, 
at fame ptaces rifes up ·to the foot of the mountains, which 
partly· encamp.afs this.' extefifive harbGUf; fo that one is 

~ . . "~ . ,' .~ 

obliged to"' tr-av.el' fOri.:, .-dpJilg"way Cas it were). below the 
fhore, thougll ·_the :fWl('. ~r· {urge of-the fea often' rifes. above 
the fiave .;of' t~:~eeIS;. , :and '~n into'.th~ body of the 
waggon; nay; ' ~c:iQ1~;" 'feems as i.t would carry out 
. to ·f~ ;lW~l~b'~ an'd ,aB. For which reafan they 
have in~~l~:~iiI!!.~elyfil1Oogam!->fllbftariti"! ' waggooJ! 
an~/ ~Y.(~orR!$~" that, · are'::,accu~omed · tB . thIS k11ld of 
work; to~r"wilh faber 'arid 11Uu:uJdrivcrs. fo thatatl> 

accident 
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accident of this kind cannot ealily happen: relying upon 
thefe, people fometin;es even drive a )ittle below the lea. 
ihore, as the fands arc there preifed down and even; 
whereas higher up they are loofo, deep, and heavy. In 
a large plain, that cloies ~p the north fide of Fa!fe-bay, 
there' is a confideraOle field of fand, through which the 
TOad is carried. This the violent rains, that fall in the 
winter fcafon, joined to a higher tide than ufnaJ, arC wont 
fometin1CS to by entirely under water; fl) that travcllers 
are in danger of getting 111' to the middle in holes antl pjts~ 
Some au;;uents of this kind happened the winter J WaS 

there. 
Ships of varions nations, Englilh, French, and parti

cularly the Dutch Eaft-Indiamen, anchored this {caron ill 
Simbn's~bay.' The principal officers and paifengcrs of this 
nation lodged chiefly with the refidmt; [0 that ;It meal
times, various European dialects, together with the lan
guages u[ed in commerce with the Indians, viz. the Malay, 
and a very bad kind of Portugue[e, were. [pokell all at one 
time; [o ·that the confufion. .was a1rriOft · equal to that of 
the Tower of Babel. The ~diifimilitude likewi[e in 111an
ners"and behaviour was fornerlmes equally; great. A 
c!r\'ilmftance that occnrred~ 'this, Occafiori~ arid that "1'-

<,., " . ' "e.. . " . '. . ~ 

peared to me rather fingular, del.e1:ves ·to .<be mentioned. 
When the ftratlg'ersofi!)th~r pattons:titlgan' their de[ert, 
twO Dutch captains Vlit ol..>itheir If~and' ligh~ their 
pipes. ' Upon this I a{ked fome DtitCbmeil:'th~;fat 'Wine, 

". : ' .' -. ' -;" '" " -',,' ., 
~ether this waspotlO!>ked tiponas~.iMimpolit~ ? 
1 ~asanfw~red" tha~ ~t(X);'Wa. '~~~iicio~'s delCrt, 
and had more charms ' foe an ' old failor, tl1ancakes ind 

6 fweet-
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fweet-meats; and that this cuO:om is full more practiCe.! 
~l other places in the Ealt-Indies. Indeed I ,?bferved at 
the Cape, that the Dutch commonl y wore their hats in 
the h aufe, and that eyen in company, without its being 
looked upon as the leaO: breadl of politenefs. At leaO: the 
cuO:om, which is conltantly praCtifed in Emope, of carry
.ing one's hat ullller one's arm, is frill more unnatural. 
This molt undeniably abCunl practice I neyer obferved in 
the Ealt-Indies. 

We often enjoyed the company of Engli1h ladies, fame 
of whom even ibid out our elegant defelt of pipes and 
tobacco. Some of thefe ladics came from the Ealt-Indies, 
on their return (rom Europe, and fame from England. 
The married ones, to fcc their hufbands either at Bombay, 
:Madras, or Bengal; the unmarried ones, to get hufbands. 
Some of the former had not feen their hufbands for feve
ral years, thefe not having being able to fend for them 

-loe'f<ll'r," for want of having acquired money enough to 
keep houfe in the expenfive manner requifite in this part 
of the world. The latter fcldom make the voyage in vain, 
being extremely welcome to fuch of the fingle men! as 
have had time to get a tolerable ihare of the ~reafures of 
India, but could not perfua<j!> themfclves to ,,-ed the dark 
Indian beautie~ ·. (as ,tniu1Y hqwevcr are accuftomeu to do) 
and have not:h~.;1~'¥"~ to" go to Europe merely for the 
purpofe of chu(~;he.m[~ves wives. It was therefore 
fuppofed; tha~ (om..~. ,of thefe , beautiful tr~vellers were ac
m:1!trr. ill ,~, Il)~~, (ent for by c()!llIIlilliol1, thoup;h not 
inferted. .i!l $e ·~yoice. 
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Be that. however, as it may; they all in the mean 
while foemed highly deferving of rich and good hufband~. 

,as well for theu'courage and refolution in venturing upou 
the ocean, as for many other fine qualities they were pof
felred of, As they were always in the company and under 
the care of fome refpeaable married lady, nobody feemed 
to harbour the lean doubt of their good conduct. On this 
occafion, the following anecdotc defervcs to be nlentioncd. 

One of the ladies, who had fome time before paired hy 
the Cape, had been fent for to he married to a certain 
governor. He, as foon as :the arrived, was for pcrfonn
ing his engagements immediately; but the l:uly pofitivcly 
refuled, and finally gave as a reafon fOI; her conduCt, that 
ihe did not chufe to deceive him; for during her voyage, 
the had betrothed herfeIf to the captain of the fhip, who 
,however was bafe enough to retraa his promifc, although 
,the feared that their connection 'had been productive of 
certain difagreeable confequences, The governoirc!',;:! 
her franknefs hy the moft generous conduCt; and was not 
.t, all furprized that the fbould rather give her hand to a 
y.6ung fellow, who had belides, had the advantage of he
!ug {)n the fpot, than wait in uncertainty for an elderly 
man, who was an ahfolute ip:anger to her, and was more-

, . , . ~ 

over at a diftanee from her. He therefore married her 
>'. 

bim,felf withouthefitation, after "~"'ing,jn, vain endeavour
ed to perfuade her falfe lover to 'take ' tbis ftep. 

The little ifland of Maiagaj i~ Fdje:b"f!)', is particularly 
r~fo.rl;~ tQ by penguins and ft!als; and ,a1tP.9ugll Ro/;:;eii (tij 
¥~~Jpand) othe~\Vife~~I~fe~guln vlfi~~r in 'I'able-bay~ 
beat.,the narne ,of ,theW'i'al;ter ammals, yet they are [eldoth-

found 
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found there now, fillce the iIland has been inhabited. But 
lin DajJen Wand they arc found in much greater quanti
ties, infomuch that (ometime. a general ihooting party is 
made with odvantage to deftroy the feals there, for the(ake 
of their bluhber. Their !killS, though very good in their' 
kin!l, arc to be had very cheap; and are, as far as I kllo\V, 
'in re<)ucft only among the boors for tobacco-pouches, for 
which they arc extremely well calculated, as they keep the 
tobacco from growing dry. I brought home with me the 
il:ufkd {'.etns of a pboca hom the Cape . . It is of the fame 
ii,c"ies with thofe that I inveftigated together with Melfrs. 
FOR STEP. , and cat at N ew ZeelP1ld, 'l'erra Del Fuego, and 
the Soutbern 'Thule: When the train-oil was feparated, the 
fl eOl was really good and ' eatab~~, efpedally as in thofe 
places we could get nothing bettei': we imagined indeed, 
t hat it tafted like beef, but it mufr be owned that it had a 
dif.'!£r~~ble black hue. 

I have opened the intefrines of divers phocte, and always 
found ,them ertlpty; .excepting a !&;fancl and {mall lea
ilie11s,. togethet.With"a f~w: frimes'" the fi'Le of a nut 
to that of "an., 'egg. :". The reafoll of 'ihis emptinefs of the 
bowels 'rrill.y ' 1:i1l~ebeen,;" ci\her ' that thefe creatures have 
very ~rort'(~ive ~€?,~~'rS¥~1fo :(~. fpeedily to ditrolve the 
lea anll1lills_o,~:~~ch they;prol:lablr ltYe, or elfe, that dunng 
tJj.eir ifu;e)li.fg~~;&pUhting,. Gli. thore; ' they abil:ain for a 
lon~,ti.IDl' Jro.na1i~" whiltever. 
, ,_v:w.C;ris f~t~j~jfo are taken at the Cape and Fti!fe
bay. At, \ili:"lli1{~, ,pmcii ' they' ·had jufr caught the elefuis:, 
rpy-jifo;~"f.r~ia '}oip€do) but unl~Y I , chanced to be 
abfen!,. :~, it was yet alive, and' experiments were made" 

VOL.I. E w~ 
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with it. Ont of feveral \bat 10\lcbed it, everyone had felt (all 
it ,were) a flong eleClric fuQCk, the refident only excepted, 
who could llan<lle this fifu without the leaf! inconvenience. 
Whether he>\vas in like manner infenfible' to ordinary eledri-

o ' • • 

city.:lw had never tried; bt\t it was very likely that this was 
the 'taie, particularly as we find an inflancc in MUSSCHEN
lIJ\0I';K'S IntrodUCl. t~ Nat; Phil. §. 832, NO.3, of three 
perfons" , wl~ were (ouml to be exempt from the opera
tion or eleCtricity, though the experiment was made on 
them more than once., I am befides acquainted with a 
cettai~lllil'lll>l w}w feem,s to,peifefs a great antieleCtric power. 
F~,~e ,relUlt, of 11\311y experiments made with the tOl'

~a, and related in the Philofophical TranfaCtions for the 
years, 1773, 7110 ''1S,_:'''.lJP ?I!, there appears to exift an 
i,noontrovertibl¢analogy" bet"'~ dt,Ciricity and the above
mentioned fifh. 

Tbe cancer nprvegicus" a kind oflobfter, is oftep_,~'!.ten 
in the ~j(. A iOrt of fnail or coclJe, klipk.aus (Haiiotu, 
LINN.) from ,s . ' 
uf9~y~ed, " ~;~~~"~ 
dilh, :,<t!he fame~, i::j~!:igligt.!>- 'al'ld the 
ftpia' o~a, ' whiich , ;te;,~ 
ti,J',onr failars 
to !h.eEnglifu 
ofo.Yfier ill.1ikew!ife;,:fc?~l 

and ,j;s kept by the ;~~~~C~~~~~:~rJ~~~ t,nufcles I raw but /~~;; of. ,t, 1 lClen:t; 
~ Uon,~onntiliD, d~~y' , art) " ,', 

~~tt~tf.,::~'AZi~~erm's' . .' ~ , 
1 

a 
fnake 
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fnake with a fl.t tail. Its mouth was fonned .by an ob-
10ng Qpening under' its nofe, not tranfverfe, but longitu
dinal ill the direCtion of it. body, with double and move
able jaws well furni1l1ed with teeth. The bite of it is 
reported to occafion a difagree\ible tUmour, but not to be 
mortal. 

Among the vegetablei that I found .in Bay-Falfo, the 
cUlIon;a capelljis was almoft the largen tree there, though 
barely twice or three times the height of a man. It grows 
near the .water, and contains in its peculiar jlipaI. biva/v. 
(agittat. a 'cream-like matter to appearance, bllt in faa a 
vifcid or gummy fub!hnce. VariousJopIJor4 bloomed here 
towards the fprh\g, and required a good foil: but on the 
[opbarfl captnjis, there was f0OIJil;;.jn partiCular a new tOrt 
of vi/cum an great abundance. The _,bOlyl/;f1 d!thiopica 
grew from three to fix feet -in .height, with beautiful red 
!lP.WCI"\, being always found at no great diftance from the 
filOre, ancl1?hieilyjn 'Che ,fitade fJf otller pl~. I met 
with·it a£tUo.-id'dS'~ the-woods ~ the-Cape, particularly 
in the 'Hout~as. 'rhe .antholyz.i fflllura " , remarkable 
for its a~ (1talf white aDd ·half blade, I found on one 

, ',\:, " . ' 
fpoL~t,.(jflhe ~Ililtaill~ ooeo{ .the rivillets, that 
tri1:kle 1M.~ ' ~!"i. : tl~ugh_.b6I1fe. A very 

ifmall/¥,ip;;;PO~i ~lan :, ()iaif;f~~lphjs) with com
~r4'~~be'auiiNl ',enew flilVters; in the fine 
'pufei;:_ da1:I~:'1Iirge'pbt of grolrixl with its 
~""~~~. however at ~ times were fo 
_titdj~,*,".~,l'O -ti>fappil ... ·· Tlit rallit tetbiopic(J 

....:... Thic..l,cl$.fifc:t now a new ,emu,; .. naJi'Sl\ed'~y}~!. -rrhunbtrg the. wi~lya 

E z delighted 
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delighted chieHy in . moiO: places near the {ea-lhore, and 
'WaS in Hower the whole " ,inter. Proteas, cricas, conuifes;' 
gnopbaliu11ls; gnidia.r, ccbias, pl:'yl/;eas, brul1ias, and p en'
p loeG!, two varieties of th~./j~lrica ccrijF.ra, together with 
clijfortias, th,jias, po!vgalas, hermannias and (ljlers, were 
ftrewed promifcuoully over the dry pbccs Oil the declivity of 
the lnollntain. Among thefe fame rtj/ios fcCDll:d qnartl'rcd 
on the hare fmd, together with divers m cjt'm/;})'aJ1I!;O}JlIJ17J. 

The hyoba71cbc janguillco, a parfljitic l~lant, towards Jjlring , 
began to throw out its blood-red tufts of fl owers in the 
naked .find; an l!fIeojpermum or · two, as well of the 
arboreolls as herbaceous kind, were now and then likewife 
found in the bare ' fand. Ar8otide!; calenduia!, and 
()thonnas, throve chiefiy,m fandy places. On the moun
tain hcfides protcas, . brtmias, diojmas., ericas, and the 

jlitbe, we found indigoforas, erinufls, jdago!, manu/ias, 
cb;ron;a! of ditrerent kinds, together with many 1:?"'<1!1.:: 
urous plants. We likewife found greens and kitchen
garden plants in great plenty . at this inaufpicious ; time of 
the ycal'; Towardsfpu.ilg,'<liveJ;S folts of ixiaj, glaiJiobifes, 
moreas, oxalffes, mejeni!JrylljlttiJen;unu, Ilnt,jrrhilitunzs, and 
even various beautiful fmall ;ri/fi" .. fevetalinches . high, 
with the corolla 'partl{iwliitf' aadpactly ' hf~, began t" 
pulh out of the gr9und;:' 
. Of the partly kl1own::an(!.p"rtlY'lmte:#ew~l.:nts which 

we met with at this fpot, · fome were . 'rather uncommon, 
others again was il:0t ~" be found again in lh<:'~r ,.p)P.W 
1 "ifited in Afnc'l. ···. Eyery difirict 1l~' itljtiajs 'f6mething 
pecu&t to itfelf: ' no ,d,ehhen, ifDr.-THVNJlERG and 
J fhould have palfed over · various fpecimens of' the v.ege-

table 
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table tribe unnoticed, and the common faying, Semper 
Illiquid nov; ex Africa, fhould frill hold good for many 
years to come. Botanifts, therefore, muft not expect in 
this place a more accurate catalogue of plants, which would 
be too tedious a bufinefs; but content themfelves with ac
quiring, en paffant, as it were, and at a diftancc, by means 
of the preceding lift, fome idea of the country, juft as it 
is, covered with the herbs and trees mofr commonly found 
ill it on different [pots, and at different times of the year. 
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s E c T. III. 

R1idence at AlJihen near ConJ!antia, till tIle Ali
i/lOr's Trip to Paarl. 

W HEN the winter was paft, and the (hips now pre
ferred anchoring in '['able-bay, I went with the re

fident to an eftate of his called .dlpbeJI, fituatc in the neigh
bourhood of COl!/Zantia, ahout three miles frOlll it, and 
nearly half way between :ruble and SilJlOn's-bay. Before 
we could get over the 111ouritainous part of this road, we 
obferved a troop of baboons very nimbly clambeim7f rrp 
the fteep rocks, and [couring away as faft as they could to 
f.we themfclves from our hounds, which fet after them 
in full cry. On the plain before us we falV a large flock 
of jlammingos (pbamicopt . ruber) a fpecies of binI of the 
Hane kind (grall:l)) feeking Jheir food in pools and pud
,lies that were beginning to dry up. As they were larger 
than our cranes, and of a {now-white colour, with their 
wings of a flaming rofy hue, it is eafy to imagine, what 
an agreeable appearance they made on the green field, 
.d ad in fa beautiful a livery. After this our road wa~J~ti 
a fandy plain, a place that, during part of the winter, one 
is obliged to wade over, as it then lies under water. We 

then 
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then came to a field overgrown with a great many ditfe
' ,ent forts of heath and other lhrubs and bulhes, with fome 
finaJl t rees of the protea kind. Part of the flowers and 
h erbs that were fcattered 'among thefe fl1rubs, I found 
bter than in Fa!fe-bay; probably by feafon, that in this 
latter place they were brought forward partly by the va
pours arifing from the fea, and partly by the fun-beams re
Hected upon the mOllntains. On the other hand, divers 
i"iflS, gladiolu/es, moreas, hyacinths; cyphias, 11Ie1an/bias, al
bucas, o~'alifes, a/perugos, geraniums, mon/onias, arEiolifes, 
calendulas, wachendorjias, and the arRopus-fome' of them 
never, fome of them rarely' feen in the. Bay, were now 
fOlmd every where by the road-fide in their greatefi beallty. 
The pleafnre enjoyed by • botanift, who finds all at once 
fo rich a colleCtion of unknown, rare, and beautiful vernal 
flowers, in fo llnfrequented a palt of the world, is eafier 
to he conceived than defcribed. I was now quite impatient 
to get to tbe end of my journey, however agrel~ble it was 
otherwife. ' 'Aciengrh ',ve arrived ,it the rcfident's country
feat, and 1 did IlEifdelay i J;D.ouient to procure myfelf a fiill 
more delightful 're~reatiQil, viz. that of walking out to rc-
cOllnoitr~ {\Ieh pl~nts: ~' were yet unknown to me. ' 

1:'l1e ~inl(~ :' :u-e :very w~ll ,built, and COllt(~uo\JS to 
Il;iem is a p'rhiij(Jite,ilive ~n. and <\ confiderable ~ine
yard, whicli i;i1~~ yearly iii fize. But there is hardly 

, ~" ; - - : . . . 
an atre of , arablec~d to be found 111 the whole neigh-
l~"" rhood ; "not 'did the owners of the vineyards here think 
~t wru-tb,' tildr '~hile' to trouble tbemfelves about the cul
ture of "it, ; but were then, viz. towards the end of the 
month or ' Al1guff, bufieeJ in digging abollt their vine-

fiocks" 
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Horks, 'J. nd planting new. They never defiroy their VillC

plant::; ; that is, they do not let them run lip to any height; 
hH cur them down low, and gcncraHy fnrrollnd th d r 
l.: j:i Cy ~l.rds and fruit-trees with" hedge~, in order to fhd tcr 
thenl the better frot11 the wind. A fmall (pecies of orr
elliif) in p;uticular, did infinite damage to the vinf.=-lmds, 
:l;HJ the tender leaves. They were therefore vcry l Hlfy in 
plu cking this infeCt. fronl the plant as f()on as evc r i f· ap
pC"~ln)(l, antI as foon as they could pofIibl y get at il; t he 
onl y means yet known of pn:vcnting th e 1':1\'a£"(;::- or th is 
creature. 

As fumnlcr was now approaching, the c.,"acllm and tlIt.: 
';:. xeJ!tiano £xacoides began to cover the g i'OUlhl with yellow 
patches ; and many iorts of f1uubs of the extenji vc genns 
of afj)aiatbu:;, came ont by degrees with thdl )' ('llow blof
foms. But the pro/ea argentea, or the filvcr-trcc, as it i~ 
called, exhibited the whole year throughout it5-,'!l'.!lfx:. 
,yhite, or jilver g ray leaves. This tree has at firft J. \'(':1' y 

uncommon, and indeed beautiful appearance. J am of 
opinion, however, that we fuoul~rilot chufe to change for it 
our delightful afjJCn-groves. 'rhefUver-tree fcarcely ever 
grows higher than twenty feet; and if t remember right, I 
have been informed, that th~iarrive at thi~,tleightin twelve 
to fifteen years. But in' ,a ric# foil thi? ~~"e);ro~s twice ' ~s 
quick, an~ is the largc1l:·of ' all th~ , pfqtea ldrd. One or 
two of them are found planted hear f<i~,:Of the farms; b'ut 
we feldom meet with any that have gtc,,:\+, wil~ of ,tb"m-. 
{elves in thefe parts, 'though a little grove of ihem is feen 

• No.w the·fc.b<n exacoides. 
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ncar COJ1}lantia. For this rc:tfim it has heen fuppofed, that 
the filvcr-trec was tranfplantcd hither from the heginning: ; 
yet no one has been able to inform Inc from what place it 
firft came: probahly it was hrought from the horders of 
Anamaqua; for I now travellcd over the whole north-caft fide 
of Hottentots Holland, without finding it either in its \·.ild 
ftatc or planted. In the mean while, as it is the largeft of 
all the protcas, and indeed almoft of all the trees illdigilloUJ 
at the Cape, it is, remarkable, that together with fome 
others it has not attracrcd the attention of government to 
the planting of it, efpecially as they cannot be ignorant 
that t.he cOnftmlption of wood ftorcs, as well for the nil: 
of the Ihips as th:1.t of the town, daily incrcafcs fafter than 
they can be fupplied by their refourees. It is chiefly from 
the levd ground near the ihore, that the company at prefent 
fetches its wood, which can lifts chiefly of two fmall and 
crooked forts of protea. That " 'ood is tlear at the Cape, 
i'H.l)' be conclnued, from thecircuD1ftanceof private perfons 
rather findillg their account in getting it from the mountains 
uy means of ilaves; though it takes up one of thefe a whole 
day to get a moderate load of filCUbs and dry branches of 
trees, the value of which is generally the fourth part of 
a rixdollar. And indeed it is fa far fortunate for the Dutch 
in a place fa bare of wood, that a fire is not wanted in this 

" I 
country, excepting for dremhg of viCtuals, lighting their-
pipes, and the women's noves. 

Alpbm, or the·-'tarm where I paired this {ummer, "'as 
bn thc fouthem fide of Table-Mountain, ahont a milt ol1d 
a half from the foot of it. This mountain feems here, 
as well as at Table-Bay, level at the top. though there i' 
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has conli.ierahlc inequalities. In the rainy f"afon large 
pools of water are found upon it, but by no means any 
Jake, as fome pretend. When a cloud covers this range 
of nluuntains, and the llorth-\vefi wind blows, it fhould 
feem that this fame wind mufi inevitably drive the cloud 
over the neighbouring plains on the other or funth !il\c of 
thefe mountains, at the i~\lne time caufing it to rain there; 
hut on the contrary, the faCt is, that it never docs rain 
there; a circumftance that, ,vithout doubt, like 311 other 
natural phcel1omena, has its real and certain fOulHbtions 
in nature. The moft prob<l.ule iolution that oc.;curs to me 
is this, that the vapours, which are driven up from the 
fea by the north-wefi wind, gather round the mountain in 
confequence of their being attraCted by it, and there re
main as long as they preferve any degree of rarefaCtion; 
but when at length they become more and more denfc 
and pretfed togetber, fo as. nccetfarily rather to yield to 
the greater force of the wind than to the attraCtive poWer 
of the mountain, they are carried away too quick to fall 
in rain direCtly at the foot of the mountain; . a circum
fiance that does not happen before they reach the other 
lide of Zout Rivier. 

Having feveral times in my ·wa!1icsbeen, without any 
reafon, apprehenfive ,!f be41g wetted through by the 
above-mentioned cloud, at lehgth I refolyed to .fWnd the 
Il!ountain, in order to fee howJhings We,e fituated. The 
weather was at that time fine at the boltQIIl, of themoun
t.in, and the wind pretty full; but· at the upper edge 'of 
the mountain I met with fevera! gufis of wind, which pre
cipitated, as it were, down upon me, moift and coW, and 

with 
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with a {enfiblc violence. The temperature c·f the air, 
with which I was furrounded for about three quarters of 
an hour, varied according as the weather changed from 
fine to hazy, and from that to drizzling or downright rain. 
The barennefs of the mountain and the coldners of its air, 
together with the fmall number of plants upon it, and 
thofe ftunted by the climate; nay, the rainy weather it
felf, all combined to form around me a backward autumn. 
From this fpot, however, I had an agreeable fummer pro
[peCt towards the bottom of the mountain, viz. the ver
dant plains lying round about it, enlightened and warmed 
by the genial ra,.s of the fun. At the bottom of this range 
of hills there feorned . to 1hoot out many roumliih oblong 
ridges, pretty nearly of the fame form, and parallel to 
each other, and feparated by a like number of dales, at 
the bottom of {everal of whieh ran the water previouily 
colleCted by the mountain, and deftined, as it were, to wa
ter the plains. A number of. green trees and fllrubs, 
which had planted themfelves along the fides of theCe 
rills, formed a beautiful girdle on the declivity of the 
moumain, and on the hillocks projeCting at the foot of 
it. Several neat compaCt farms fcattered up and <lawn, 
the houfes bdongingto which were white with black 
roofs, at the fame time that the grounds were laid out ill 
a regUlar and judicious manner with verdant orchards and 
vineyards, lay diftin41y open to the eye in all their rc
fpetlive grolloo;plotSt forming a molt natural as well as 
beautiful piCture. Next to theCe, a little further on, wcre 
feen pille and bleak traCts of heath, among which were 
ftrewed, as it were, various plots of fand, . together with 
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{andy roads '\:inding about in a ferpcntinc form, and wag
gons and timuer-tugs . .creeping along them with a fluggilh 
motion. Thefe extenfive plains were bounded by 'I):~u
m OIIll/aill an(1 the Ihores of Hotten/oliHo//and. Next tothefe, 
but farther on, ".rere fcen other mOlUltains, which, accord
ing to the diftance at which they were placed, grew more 
and more indiflinCl:, till they entirely dilappeared in the 
douds. , FrOlU hence too, befides fever31 pools of r~ in

water, a great part of the creek which fonns Fa!(e~"(fy, 

was ften. This, from its calrnncfs and di1l:ancc, appeared 
at that junCture as fnlooth a~ a looking-gJafs ; at the fame 
time that it was terminated by the ocean, or rather, ac
cording to the appearance it made i~ my .eyes, by the ho-
sizon itfdf. .-

From the mill, or fog, which furrounded me OIl the 
mountain, I perceived at times fpecks of clouds filatchcd 
off by the north-weft wind, and driving along with vio
lence through the air both above and below the ij,ot 1 
then flood upon, and directly followed by their flladows 
formed upon the fame plains. In a word, this exten
five and delightful fpeCl:ade was as enchanting as it was 
fingular. Being not ufed to run any great rirks, I 
did not venture fo . far out '\.Sv1.,iwould have<\V~lhed, in or
der to examine the top of Iable-mountain on this fide; 
for, as it grew towards <lark,. f might ,have eafUy loft my 
way, and fall a prey to leopards and. hyaenas, which 
frequent thefe parts in great numbers, and at night are 
very bold and daring. .. A little while .before they had 
committed ravages in a farm yard juft below the mountain; 
I likewife. beard their howlings th~ fame evening about 

<lurk. 
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<lufk, from the very place where, two houTs btfurc, ] had 
veen botanizing. That very day, /I broad day-light, I 
narrowly efeaped being plundered by a. troop of flaves, that 
had fotne time before fun away from their n1"J.ficrs, and 
who wcre fufpeeted at that time to have their haunts ahout 
'l'oble-f/lountoin. A fire thot 1 found there newly extin
gUifhed, was probably fame of their reliques. Still, h ow
e\'cr, the beautifu, profpeet that I have juft been dc«:ribing, 
would perhaps have kept me longer on the mountain, if [ 
had not begun to feci a kind of ftiffilefs and rheumatic pains 
in my limbs, owing to my having got into a cold air at 
tll C top of the Inountain all in a fwe'lt and too lightly dad . 
Thi, probably wO>lld ~e had ferious eonfcquences, if I 
had 1I0t accidentally wrought m yfclf into a moil: violent 
f\vcat; the faCt W:lS, that in my defcent, wilhing to exa
mine fome of the d ofeil: thickets on the lides of the rills, 
that trickle down the mountain, I went out of the rig ht 
plth, and got into a very thick ovcr-growll coppice, fu 
that I could not without · the greatclt difficulty extricate 
!l1yfdf from it. 

Some time before this, 'or in the beginning of Septern-
ber, I rode to town to 'take leave of Dr. TH UNBERG, \\'ho 
was going ,to taXe· -along jollrn-.y up the country, at the 
expellee of ' theDU1'c1r Eaft-India company. I ibid at his 
houfe rather Jate"'iftJthe evening, \"hich occafioned me ill 
my way home to be ca"ght in the dark and to mifs 
my way. I the!'efore rodc up to a fam1-houfe to en
quire for the 'road, and from ·the information 1 ,got, 
thought 'to find my way home; 'but, it beginning to rain, 
:mel the darknef, increafing, I took a bye-road, which led 

me 
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me to an elegant houfe, the property of a private gentle
man. After I ha,a:,od out the attacks of a number of 
dogs, there came ~~ a heap of flaves, from fixteen to 
twenty. Thefe fellows were fo malicious as not to anfwer 
lTic, though certainly fome of them underftood me ex
tremely well, and though, after having promifed them 
fomething to drink, I afked them the way in tolerable 
good Dutch; on the contrary, they conferred with each 
other in broken Portuguefe or Malay, in fuch a manner, 
as to make me fufpeCt, that they had no better will to
wards me, than they have to others of a different nation 
from themfelves, who are accuftomed to fen them here, 
after having partly by robbery '!!Id open violence, and 
partly in the way of bargain or purchafe, got them from 
their native country, and thus eventually brought them 
to the grievous evils they then fuftained. Had the mafter 
of the houfe been at this time 'at home, of which however 
I much doubt, it wouIdhaV'e made very little difference to 
me, as even in that cafel could not have fpoken with him; 
for every hotly in this country is -obliged -to bolt the door 
of his chamber at night, an'd'~eep loa<llo<Y.iire-arms by 
him, for fear-of the revengeful'di/pbfitiOlf of-his flaves. 
This be.ing the cafe; it~,_~';for;them" to murder 
me, and afterwardsCliRce.ur·the dee!il~ll¥'btn.,.ing my -bOOy, 
or drag it into a thickt't,'.to"be devou~by.!wild · bell!b _; I ,-
therefore took again tV the road; ' in"fe.rcb or a better fate. 

''To this end I gave' l1fy' horfc'" the bridlei -ofu hopes -that he 
would hit upontbcirigbt road better:thart'myfelf; , 1n confe
quence of this he made'fnth Ilfeof hiS'iiberty, aHo 'quit all 
the beaten tracks, perhaps withniewtofind the 1horteft way 

home: 
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home: fa that I foon found myfelf in a heavy marfh y 
ground, overgrown with buihes, an4 full of brooks and 
rivulets, till at length he made a fuuden leap, on which 
we both tumbled head over heels into a pit, and parted. 
My horfe's fudden flight gave me reafon to fcar, that 
fame wild beaft being,p!lllr us was the occafion of it; for 
which reafon, not thinking myfelf ,over and above [ecure, 
I immediately prepared to defend myfelf with a large knife, 
which I generally carried about me for the purpofe of dig
ging up the roots of plants. The beft ftep I could now 
take, was, like many more foot-pa(fengers, to make lip 
to fame farm-yard, and run U1e rifk of being torn to pieces 
by g reat dogs, w!lich ,a,re let loofe at oight for the pur
pofe of keeping off .n,ieves. To pafs the night in 
the open air, at a time when the weather fecmed fet 
in for rain, was as difagr1i!eable as dangerous. In the mC<lLl 

time I took to waIking, ifpout, to keep myfeJf warm. In 
the fpace of a fe''< m,iout,es" ,after I had galle over a little 
hill, I fo.l,lnd myJeU'.,J;Il'ar ,a farri)~hou(c. It being llark, I 
'"as obliged to,p llllider, fame ,time before I couhl know it 
again to be rIty. o.)vo J~Ql!fe. I found my horfe alreau y 
at the fial:lle,u09l'" Jtaod,iQg quite frill . and qlliet, and ' \';IS 

lucky enp\l8h,,!:Po~,~J?,ar~, to be ;>ble to conceal the 
wbole auvell.wfF,iI:~,.tP.!: Iamj,Jy, a~ the particular footing 
on whi.ch .l '\'~~t time requi{e~\, 

Confi~tia" is ,a ,;\ll{lr~ cQnliiling ''i'f two farms, ",hid, 
produce the , w,#H.ppwn wine fa rp,uch prized in Europ". 
and kn.,?wn by th~ ~e ,of Cape, or ConJ!antia-winc. This 
place , i§fltlla~ed at the <lift.nce of a mile and a h. lf from 
.;1ij>bm, ,j.n', i'o" bcDqing .formed py, anu nearly undcr the 
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',7i :-,o ridge of hills, which comes from JrleuiJen-mountail1, and 
, pn . 
...,.,~ juft where it itrikes off· towards Rout-bay. One of thefe 

t:lrms is called Little Confrantia. Here the white Confi.n
ti. wine is made. The other produces the red. Accord
ing to Nt DE LA CAlL'S account, not more than fixty 
jiggars of red, and ninety of the white Confrantia wine arc 
made, each jiggar being reckoned at fix hundred French 
pints, or about one hundred and fifty Swedilh cans; 10 
that the whole produce -anlollnts to twenty-two thonfand 
five hundred cans. As the c:;ompany are ufed to keep onc 
thiril of thiG for themfelves, the remainder is ·always 1>c
fpoke by .the Europeans 100'g .before it is made. At the 
Cape this wine is feldol11 feen at tall)e, Hartly hecaufe it is 
dear, and partly becaufe it is the produce of the country. 
The red Confranti. wine fells for about flxty Tixdollars the 
half awin; but the white is ufually to be purchafed at a 
more reafonable rate: otherwife the price of the common 
white wine at the Cape is from {en to feventy rixdollars the 
Jiggar, according to the year·s growth .and the demand that 
is for it. They make befidj::§, in .the .environs .of the Cape, 
Burgundy, Madeira, Mqfe/le, MUi&adeI win .. ;, ... fo called from 
fome analogy they. bear to the Ell\'Qpean .w.iqes of the filme 
name, as well as fl'om ::~ .. !·~~~" placcs ~ in Europe 
whence the vine-ft~ w-er,jl fidj:,i\!r9:pgQ.tfP;Thefe ,wines 
are at a pr.oportionably,hig¥r pri~t~~\U!:,!,irdinary white. 
As the Cape wines, in confeql'CIlQl. .. ot' , •. the great <lemand 
,,"om the fuiI's, have .~ a qwck fale, tJ1~y !fTe ,fcldom to be 
found of any age-; ,QthefW,ife by lqngl:r ¥.eeping, together 
with better care, and a lefs .liilllr.al ufe {)f fulphur, they 
would doubtlefs be .equallygood with the beft European 
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wines. The genuine Conftantia wine is undeniahJ y a vcry 
r acy and delicate dcfcn wine, and has fomething pecu
liarly' agreeable in the flavour of it. That its fuperiority 
;s not owing to any thing peculiar in the manner of pre
paring it, I am full y oollvinced; for then, without doubt, 
a great deal $Ooreof· it , would be made. But the faa is, 
that the gem'ine wine ~can ' only be produced by cenain 
particular foils. The diftrias that lie next to thefe yield 
merely the coromon Cape wine, notwithfianding that they 
have been planted with vine-fiocks taken from this, as 
well as with fome brought from,the banks of the Rhine, 
whence it is fuppofed that :the true Confiantia furt origi
nally comes ; nay, even though all the vineyards about 
Confiantia fcem to have the fame foil . We have infiances 
at the Cape, as well as in Europe, that good g rapes fome
times produce a bad wine; while, on the Diher hand, 
had grapes will yield a ' good , fon of wine : therefore, to
wards making wine of a cenain quality, belides finer ma
teria~ s, there I muft be~ttrtain conditions and .circumftances, 
which , by a diligent 'and rational inveftigation, might pro
b',hly be explored to the great benefit of mankind. 

Such as are apprized ' in''what quantities Confiantia wine 
is confum'ed ,in:,Eutepe; ',!save 'pernaps already remarked, 
that my· caic)I!latii>n {If, the produce ' of the above-men
tioned' wine w.~· 'limited. , This, however, is hy ' no 
means' the.<ai'e;" the,oveTplus being ' the produce of ,ava
rioe, which, 'goadedon by the delireof gain, will alwa\'S h it 
upoli.,fome method ijf,·"{atisfying the nemands of luxury 
and iimf\ll!ity. Tbe ,votaries of thefe, accufiomccl to be 
put of!' with empty founds, do nut. feldom drink with the , 
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highcft relith, an i.maglnary Confla"tia, with which, how
ever, this liquor has nothing in common befldes the mere 
name. It is therefore advifeable, even at the Cape itfelf, 
to take care, that whilft one has a genuine fample given 
one to tafte, one is not made to pay fat a made-up red 
Confiantia, which oiberwife is in genetial fold for half the 
prioe. When ' a wine df this kind has been (as, it ueuaUy 
is) meliorated 'by a voyage, and at ihe fame time chriften
cd with the pompous name of genuine'Confumtia, of which 
it has indeed in fome me.fure the flavour, it eafily feUs 
for [uch in Europe. 

This fummer likewife I \litlttd Hoflt-bay. The dired: 
road to it goes through a nalTOw vale" from which the 
harbour is fupplied with freih ·water, by means of a little 
river or ftream covered with palmiter, a kind of acarus 
with a thick ftern and broid' leaves; whiCh grow out from 
the top, as they do in the palm-a-ec, a circumftance from 
which the plant takes its name. Thefe paimites are found 
in great abundance in moil rivers :&ndftreams, which they 
block up , inore or lets 'by mearts of their ftiljns and roots 
intertwitiirig with each otller. ' ''''Qnthe 0lbeI' hand, this 
fame Hout-bay has very little title !O' ·the name, it bears; 
as, in direct contradiClliln· to lthe figni/icUlon of it; , there 
is and {ecms ever to hilYe been; ':It'titat,4efidency of tim
ber and bmfhwood' 'in' that pla«; "dCdQl'ideredae '8 har. 
bom:, this bay feeroM'to ale to be"j!tltt:II:leWnarrow,-and' 
at the fame time todlOpertto the iliilt'l! Wind. The an. 
chonge, however; 'WH''gOOiII ; , 1I1;leaft, t:'WaII' fo informed' 
by two fifuermen I met wirhd!ere. ' -A heap ' '6f :raM is, 
driven up by the iUtothe<fanheft,partof the bay, aDd 
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there appeared to form a fuoa! of a confider.hle extent, 
by which means the river above-mentioned is not a little 
blocked up. This fand was at that time very loofe at 
many places, fo that one could not walk upon it without 
danger of being drowned in the water that lay under it. 
In time, perhaps, the apertures will be entirely filled up, fo as 
to become fOlid. A nook in a mountain on the weft fide of 
the bottom of the bay is entirely covered with fand, which 
probably has been carried up from the ftrand by the vio
lence of the wind from the fea. The eaft fide iscom
pofed of a freep mountain, which reaches to the brink of 
the water, while the ",eftem !hare is very much covered 
with large loofe gr,anites. There are, nevenhelefs, very 
good landing-places here for boats. In other refpelts the 
harbour is inconvenient, as w~U in refpeCt to the gufrs of 
wind that come from the mountains, as from the want of 
a convenient wate~-place, and a wind to carry tlle !hips 
out to fea. , ' .. 

A farm with plantation. of vines lay a few frones throw 
higher up in tbe vale. . The owner, a European, was the 
only one in Africa who had fenfe enough to make ufe of 
aff'es; being of opinioD, that as they were more fervice
able in hilly countries as bealts·a£ burden, and at the fame 
time their food,.. omfifting of thrubs and the coarfer kinds 
of gnfs, was eaier 4iO be procured, they were better adapt
edto that part ai' tbe· world than horfes. I had here a 
hafty glimpfe .of :alittle black. quadmped. in fuape ap
proodting neared: todre:'O~ whkh zan md hid itfelf in 
a heap of ,·fumes. 

o 2;. Th~ 
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The game here, and in the country about Conftantia, 
confifts chicliy of fmall anti!opes, as in Faije-bay, viz. of 
jlcenbocRs, the anYi!ope grimmia of PALLAS, and of Klip
/pril1xers, which, however, I have not had an opportu
nityof examining near; likewife of diving goatJ, ti, called 
from a peculiar manner they have "f leaping and diving, 
as it were,under the bulhes. The, method of hunting 
thefe fmall antilopes is to drive them from their cover 
among the bulhes, which is beft , done by hounds; ,at 
which time the fj)Ortfman muft take care to be read y with 
his gun. They are Iik.ewife caught with fnares placed at 
the entrance into vineyards and kitchen-g ardens. Thefe 
fnares are faftened to the top ·of an elaftie liranch or hough 
of ,I' tree, one end of which is made quite faft in the 
earth, and the other being bent downwards, is attached 
very fiightly to a board, which is laid on the ground, and 
covered a little with earth. " It is ,farltlier fo contrived, that 
when the animal treads on the board, this gives a little 
fwing, upon which the e1aitic bough fues loofe, and draws 
the fnare over one or two of the animal's .legs, at the fame 

. time lifting the creature :up' along with it into the air, 'fo 
that it remains hanging there. Among other animals I 
faw here icbneumons (viverra ;clmeumon) and civet cats 
(v;verra genetta) caught in trapsneilr farm-houfes. They 
were {omething bigger than a cornman cat"and 'have a bad 
name with houfewifes for 'maldng'great havockamong the 
poultry and eggs; tl!wugh, on the other hand, they do a 
great deal of fervi.ce by dCftroying the larger kind of rat~. 
In the more general reconomy of nature, thefe animals are 
itill more ferviceable; more fo indeed than the people at 

the 


