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the Cape are capable of diftinguifhing, or know how to ;\???l-
turn to their advantage. The river Ni/e and Egyp? itfcif A
for inftance, would be full of crocodiles, if their eggs were
not in a great meafure deftroyed by the viverra ichneunion.
In the Eaft-Indies this animal is famous for leffening the
number of lizards and venomous ferpents, which too much
abound there ; and the fame fervice is undoubtedly done
by the viverra {pecies in Africa. Thefe certainly contri-
bute alfo to keep the number of moles within certain
limits.  The 7chneumon is likewife ufed to be made tame
in the Eaft-Indies, fo as to follow its mafter as tractably as
a dog; and by its means it has been difcovered, that the
opbiorbiza is an excellent antidote againft the bite of fer-
pents.  Probably a difcovery of equal utility might be made
at the Cape, if the ichneumon was made tame there, and
thefe animals were purpofely fuffered to be bitten by feve-
ral forts of ferpents,  and at the fame time it was obferved
what antidote they had recourfe to; for nature, which has
given, and indeed impofed on the ichneumon the fame of-
fice in Africa as in A4fia, viz. to limit the increafe of the
race of {ferpents, has in both places furnifhed them with
equally good weapons, and an equally good prefervative.
Experiments of this kind certainly deferve to be made with
the viverra genetta, and {fome others of that genus. The
folliculus of this latter creature contains a kind of mufk, in
all' probability not without fome particular intention in its
all-wife Creator, nor without fome ufe to the animal itfelf;
perhaps, indeed, for that of men, when they fhall be at the
pains to make the difcovery.

It
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3775 It would not be amifs to make mention in this place of
pril. : s =

\~/ a third fpecies of viverra, which is found in thefe parts,
though I did not get a fight of it till after my return from
the South-Sea ; this was the viverra putorius, which an ac-
quaintance of mine caught on Mr. DREIJER’s farm at Rozn-
debofch, fituated nearer to the Cape than to Aipben. This
animal is not known to be found any where but here and
in North America; in one word, in the northern parts of
the new world, and the fouthernmoft promontory of the
old, which is dire¢tly contrary to what M. Bu¥roN fays he
is morally certain of. The fureft ftep this great and maf-
terly natural hiftorian could have taken, would have been
to have contented himfelf with the contemplation of na-
ture, which is never without its ufe, without endeavour-
ing to lay down univerfal laws for her; as if no other
animal could be common to the old and new world, than

thofe which could eafily pafs by land from 4/fia to America.
In one of my excurfions between Aphen and Rondebo/ch,
near a marfhy place in a dale, I came unawares upon an
animal with which I was totally unacquainted; but not-
withftanding it was within 70 or 8o paces of me, 1 could
not geta perfect view of it, on account of the intervention
of the bufhes, and the creature’s running away immediate-
ly. 1t did not feem however above three feet and a half
high, but from its afh-grey colour, and remarkably heavy
gait in running, I was induced to think it could be nothing
elfe than a young 2ippaporamus, or, as it was here called,
a sEa-cow. Creaturesof this kind are, indeed, never feen
in this part of the country; but they are ufed to wander
far, {o that perhaps this had the night before chanced to
ftray
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firay from Zeeckoe-valley, near Falfe-bay, a place to which
they frequently refort. Were it fo, I am not at all forry
that I did not get a nearer view of a creature otherwife fo
very dangerous, as, according to my ufual cuftom, I had
no other weapon about me than my knife and infect-fciffars.
The reader will {carcely imagine, that the faxna and
Slora Capenfis would this fummer leave me any time for the
hyp or vapours; I muft, hogver, confefs, that fome foli-
tary and idle hours, combi with other circumftances,
now and then gave room and occafion for envy and dif-
guft. The days at the Cape, by reafon of the greater vi-
cinity of that place to the equator, are fhorter in fummer
than with us. Urged by an ardent zeal and inclination for
natural hiftory, I could not help repining, that in a place
where I had the beft opportunities for this purpofe, I found
my hands tied, in fome meafure, by other bufinefs in the
day-time, and in the long evenings was in want of books and
many other neceffary helps; but I more particularly felt
the want of friends, and of fociety with fome one, who fet
a proper value upon ftudy, particularly on the ftudy and
inveftigation of nature, of which here follows an inftance.
A Cape phyfician, who had ftudied fome time in Hol-
land, paid me a vifit at the villa where I refided, and
afked, I do not know wupon what occafion, to {ee my
herbal. I, for my part, was in the higheft degree defirous
to give myfelf, as well as him, this pleafure, as I could
not but hope to learn the virtues of divers plants in medi-
cine. But in thefe hopes I foon found myfelf deceived;
the African ZAfculapius knowing fcarcely the names, much
lefs the ufe, of any one plant. On this fubject the coun-
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try people had alrcady given me fome, though upon the
whole, but little information. ©Of fome hundred plants
that I'laid before him pafted in a book, we had fcarcely turn-
ed over the third part, before he began every now and
then to gape. I therefore thought it high time to give
another turn to the converfation, and ceafed to trouble him
any longer with my enquiries. Inftead of that, I endea-
voured to roufe him out ofghis dream, by communicating
to him my thoughts of tH®virtues of fuch and fuch an
herb; for what diforders fuch a particular plant might be
tried with fafcty and hopes of fuccefs; and this in confe-
quence of 4ts affinity and fimilitude to other plants already
known, and whofe virtues had undergpne the teft of ex-
perience, or (as far as one might conclude from hence)
from the place it held among the natural orders, &c. My
vifitor all this while was neither polite nor intclligent enough
to give his affent to what I faid, but continued yawning
and gaping. 1 thercfore left above half the plants untouch-
cd, and turned the difcourfe to the fubjet of commerce
and fhipping, upon which the converfation immediately
became more lively; an event, which did not at all fur-
prize me; for this worthy phyfician’s incomc depended
more upon merchandize, than upon Apollo and the Mufes ;
and it is much the fame cafe with the reft of the faculty
at the Cape, to the great prejudice of the fick in particular,
as well as to that of natural knowledge and the art of
medicine in general.

¢Should this journal ever chance to fall into the hands of
the phyfician, who was pleafed to vawn over the colleétion
of ufeful fimples that I had the honour of laying before

him s
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“him, it is to be hoped, he will kindly excufe my having
Yborrowed fo pleafing an original as himfelf, in order to
give a more lively idea of the great efteem and credit in
which botany ftands with the collective body of /fculapius’s
fons in Africa. I muft, however, do him the juftice to con-
fefs, that he was really, in my opinion, the moft able of the
faculty in that part of the world. I acknowledge with gra-
titude all the civilities he afterwards fhewed me; but he
muft not take amifs my not -being able to conceal a truth,
which difcovers the reafon of the {fmall progrefs made by
the {ciences in Africa, and, perhaps, in fome other parts of
the globe: he will likewife pardon the freedom I have
taken, in fetting the whole affair forth in its natural co-
lours, juft as it appeared to me; as in fuch cafe, the reader
is enabled to pafs fentence of judgment himfelf, frequently
better, perhaps, than could be done by the relator.

Voi. L. H SECT,
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S E C T. 1IV.

Trip to Paarl.

INCE my defign, as I have already faid, is to give my

readers the defcription of this country and people in
the fame order and manner, in which I myfelf became
acquainted with them, I have thought proper to infert in
this place an account of an excurfion I took to Pgar/ and
its environs, juft as I drew it up immediately on my re-
turn home, in a letter to a worthy friend and quondam
fhip-mate. It is written in the true fea-ftyle, the defcrip-
tions and narrative being plentifully interlarded with divers
phrafes in common ufe among the gallant fons of Nep-
tune.

SIR,

With a carcafe quite wearied out, I am juft returned
home from a journey on foot over the parched and torrid
plains of Africa, after having had occafion to vifit feveral
African boors. So they here call a fet of hearty honeft
fellows, who, though they do not, indeed, differ in rank
from our Swedifh peafants, and make no better figure than
the yeomen in our country, are yet for the moft part ex-

tremely
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tremely wealthy. On the gth of October in this prefent
year, 1 fet out for the Cape, to fce the burghers perform
their exercife, and likewifc, according to a previous agree-
ment with Mr. O G, a countryman of owr's, to take a
view of the vegetable and animal productions of this coun-
try. By this you will find, Sir, that I intended to kill two
birds with onc ftone. With regard to the military opera-
tions, the brave warriors kept within doors on the 1oth
on account of the high wind, which indeed was {o violent
at the Dbottom of Lion-mmountain, whither I went out a
botanizing, that I was feveral times obliged to lay myfelt
down upon the ground. On the 11th the whole burgefly
turned out into the field; the coats, as well of the horfe as
of the foot, were, to be {ure, all blue, but of fuch dif-
ferent fhades, that they might as well have been red, pur-
ple and yellow. Their waiftcoats, particularly thofe of the
infantry, were brown, blue and white, in f{bort all the
colours of the rainbow. A French prieft, clothed in black,
with red heels to his fhoes, ftood near me, and could not
help exprefling to me his amazement at feeing {uch a party-
coloured equipment. However, this did not hinder them
from going through their exercife extremely well, as a
great number of them were Europeans, who had ferved in
the laft war in Germany, and fince that time had been in gar-
rifon at the ‘Cape, when, in confequence of having ferved
five years, they had become denizens of :the country. Am-
‘bitious, therefore, of keeping up their military reputation,
and puffed up with pride in confequence of their {uperiority
in point of fortune, they took it into their heads feveral years
ago to confider it as a very difgraceful circumftance, that

H 2 they
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they fhould be obliged to make front againft the garrifomn,
which, on their fide, felt themfelves {o much hurt by the
comparifon, that the attack became very ferious; fo that
among other things they loaded on each fide with coat-
buttons, pieces of moncy, and the like. Since this acci-
dent, both thefe corps are never exercifed at one and the
fame time. Being difappointed at not having the company
of our countryman, I fet off on my expedition with a Mu-
latto for my guide, whom I hired for a quarter of a rix-
dollar per diem. Over his fhoulder he carried a fiaff, at
one end of which hung my apparatus for keeping my
herbs, at the ‘other a counterpoife compofed of a wallet
filled with provifions and a few clothes. This guide of
mine, proud of the name of da4/flard, foon gave me to un-
derftand, that he was no {lave, as moft of the blacks are,
but was free-born by his mother’s fide, as her mother was
a Hottentot, and her father an European (as he fuppofed)
of a tolerable good family. To make fhort of my ftory,
I quitted the town, implicitly following my blind deftiny
and my tawny pilot. We fteered our courfe north-weit,
and after a number of traverfes over the plains, by twelve
o’clock we had got to the gallows. Heus Viator | Here we
flopped a little to contemplate the uncertainty of human
life. Above half a fcore wheels placed round it, prefent-
ed us with the moft horrid fubjects for this purpofe; the
inevitable confequences, and at the fame time the moft
flagrant proofs of flavery and tyranny; monfters, that never
fail to generate each ether, together with crimes and mif-
demeanors of every kind, as foon as either of them is once
introduced into any country. The gallows itfelf, the largeft

1 ever
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Y ever faw, was indeed of itfelf a fufficiently wide door ts

eternity ; but was by no means too large for the purpofe
of a tyrannical government, thatin fo fmall a town as the
Cape, could find feven victims to be hanged in chains,
Farther on, where the fand had been formed into a hard
mafs by the rain-water lying upon it, I found. a number
of cicindele {kipping about, of an unknown fpecies. At
this my companion, who had never before feen an infeét-
hunter, fell a laughing as if he was out of his wits, and
fcemed all wonder and aftonithment..

There is not a bridge to be found in all Africa; We were
therefore obliged to wade over fome pretty deep brooks and
rivers ; fo that hetborizing, it muft be owned, is a very
troublcfome bufinefs here: but then, on the other hand,
the harveft isrich. As foon as I had fat myfelf down,. I
made a curious difcovery of a remarkably priekly rumex
(or dock), and likewife of the #ribulus terreflris. Now
and then we rambled up and down recruiting for my
regiment of infects, and my collection of plants; an em-
ployment which, in proportion as it enlivened my mind, in-
fufed frefh {pirits into my body, and ftrength into my limbs.
Thefe latter 1 had likewife an opportunity of refting on the
following occafion. Among the waggons that overtook us,
there was one drawn by fix pair of oxen, after the fathion
of the country. In this a flave lay afleep, as drunk as
David’s fow, likewife in a great meafure after the country
fathion. Another however more fober than he, fat at-the
helm, with a whip, the handle of which was threc times
the length of a man, and the thong in proportion. In

this country they never ufe reins to their oxen, for which
reafon,
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?g:ii. reafon, though he flourifhed his whip about from right
W/ to left with great dexterity, the beafts not being under
much difcipline heaved continually from lurboard to ftar-
board, fometimes acrofs the road, and fometimes along-fide
of it; {o that the driver was not unfrequently obliged to
jump off frem the waggon, in order to imprefs his fenti-
ments with the greater energy on the forcmoft oxen of
the team. The waggons are fo large and wide in the car-
riage that they cannot eafily oeverturn, and wherc the road
is worfe than ordinary, the foremoft oxen are ufually
led. -Up inthe waggon fat a Dutchman, who being much
hurt at feeing me on foot, very courteouily obliged me,
together with my fervant, to get into th'e waggon and ride.
In -about 'the fame latitude we were overtaken by a farmer.
‘We huiled -one another, that is, we called to, and faluted
each other, as fhips do at fea; and were informed by him,
that he was a Mother-country lnd (fo the Europeans are
called here), and had a wife and family near the twwenty-
four rivers, at the diftance -of forty wwrs from thence,
in one of the wprettieft fpots, to his mind, in the
whole country. But I now began to refledt, that neither
TouRNEFORT - in the Levant, nor LiINNzUs in the Lap-
Jand mountains, nor any other ‘betanift, had ever gone out
a herborizing in a fix-yoked waggon, and at the fame
time: that my ftudies and colle®ions could be in no wife
forwsarded by a carriage of this kind; ‘moreover, that al-
though by this means my legs might get fome eafe, the
other parts of me would fuffer for it in confequence .of
the jolting of the carriage; therefore taking to my feet
again, I went on till I arrived at the:company’s farm. The
fteward



CAPE or GOOD HOPE.

ﬁeward (or as they call him there, the égas) prefented me
with a glafs of a ftrong-bodied wine, which was by no
means adapted to quench my thirft; but the water here
was brackifh, and had a falt tafte, and they had no milk
nor cows, although there was upon the farm a confider-
able number of horfes and other cattle. The reafon of
this was, that in fuch places there is ufually ftationed a
guard of foldiers, who care more for wine than milk ;
the pafture was likewife greatly in fault, being unfavour-
able for milch-cows, and drying up their milk. I there-
fore took leave of the daas, an appellation given to all the
chriftians here, particularly to bailiffs and farmers. The
next farm belonged to a peafant, who was a native of Afri-
ca. Inow took it into my head for the firft time, to make
a trial of this people’s fo much boafted hofpitality; but
unluckily the man himfelf was gone to the review at the
Cape, and had left only a few {laves at home, under the
command of an old Crone, who faid that the bed-clothes
were locked up. I could eafily perceive, that fhe had as
little defire to harbour me, as I had to ftay with her. It
was now already dark, but notwithftanding this and my ftiff
and wearied legs, I refolved to go on to another farm-
houfe, that appeared in fight. We mifled our way in a
dale, and wandered among the thickets and bufhes. The
jackallsy or African foxes, now began their nightly fere-
nade, pretty much in the fame notes as our foxes in Eu-
rope; frogs and owls filled up the concert with their hor-
ridly plaintive accompaniment. At length we came to a
little rifing ground, whence we could again difcern the farm,
and difcover the right road. A guard of dogs, which in

Africa
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Africa are aliowed the unlimited privilege of falling foul
on f{uch foot paffengers of a night, (the later the more liable
to fufpicion,) fet upon us, and frightened us not a little.
It was now ha'f an hour paft eight; however, as the
pecople were not yet in bed, they came out to our affift-
ance, {o that we received no other wounds than thofe in-
fli¢ted on the 1kirts of our coats. We were turned into
the kitchen, where we heard a piece of news, that found-
ed like a thunder-clap to us; this was, that the aas or
fteward ‘was gone to the review, and that every accommo-
dation was locked up. But I felt the preflure of this dif-
ficulty ftill more at break of day. In the mean time the
flave, with the greateft good-nature and refpect, begged
me to be fo kind as to make fhift with a little tea and bread
which he had of his own. My fervant, together with
this houfe-flave, and another that looked after the cattle,
fell on board a loaf of coarfe bread and lard; to them a
moft delicate and favoury difh. After they had deliberated
fome time upon the matter in the Portuguefe language,
I was put into the abfent baas’s own bed-chamber. The
bed was tolerable, but the floor was made of loam, the
walls bare, and the whole furniture confifted of a cracked
tea-canifter, with a few empty bottles, and a couple of
chairs. | |

As the door would not lock I fet the chairs againft it,
fo that in cafe any attempt fhould be made againft my life
I might be awakened by the noife. ~ After this I laid myfelf
down to fleep, with adrawn knife under my pillow. The
many murders that, to my knowledge, were committed in
this country, rendered this caution extremely neceffary.

The
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The next morhing I began to afk for my breakfaft, which izvzl-
confifted of fome ftale fmalt, a kind of lard prepared and W
kept in a2 wooden trough, to be ufed by way of butter; I
likewife got hold of a chop of venifon, which they broiled
for me, but feafoned it too high with pepper. My hun-
ger made me fo civil, as not to thow any flight to my black
hoft’s entertainment, but I did not fit long attable. An
unexpected but very violent quarrel, carried on in the Por-
tuguefe language, which I did not underftand, now arofe be-
tween the domeftic {lave and the cow-keeper. Both their
black faces looked like coals on fire. At laft the latter
taking out his knife, the other was forced to buy him
off with a large flice of meat; upon which light-
ing his breakfaft pipe, he went his way, after they had
on both fides renewed their friendfhip with looks of the
utmoft cordiality. However, for all this {feeming recon-
ciliation, the houfe-flave took 2 cruel revenge on his an-
tagonift’s dog, which happened to ftay behind in the
kitchen. Yet, notwithftanding his having been guilty of
4o mean an ation, this flave had caught {fo much of the
generous flame of the African hofpitality, that I could
not eafily perfuade him to accept of a trifling acknow-
ledgment for his fervices. - Soon after break of day I fet
out again on my journey, when, for the firft time fince
my arrival in thefe parts, my.eyes were gratified with the
fight of extenfive com-fields, which were now in full ver-
dure, with their blades rifing a foot out of the ground;
for in Tyger-mountain diftriét, where I was at this time, the
tillage of corn is the hufbandman’s chief employ. Wheat
and barley, however, are the only forts of corn that are
You. L. I found
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lderd found in the whole colony. The former is ufed only to be.
\~~~ bread, the latter merely for the purpoie of foddering
horfes; partly im this way, that the green corn is cut down
in the blade once or oftener according as the growth of it
will admit, and partly by grinding it into groats, and then
mixing it with the cut ftraw for their horfes as {oon as it
comes to its full growth, as is pracifed with us. About ten
o’clock I took thelter from the rain in a farm-houfe, where
I found the female flaves finging pfalms, while they were
at their needle-work, ‘Their mafter, being poficfled with
a zeal for religion quite unufual in this country, had pre-
vailed with them to adoptthis godly cuftem; but with that
{pirit of ceconomy which univerfally prevails amoeng thefe
colonifts, he had not permitted them to be initiated into the
community of chriftians by baptifm; fince by that means, ac-
cording to the laws of the land, they would have obtained their
freedom, and he would have loft them from his fervice. This
very godly door was born at Berlin, and had been mate of
a fhip in the Eaft-Indies. This occafioned us to enter into
a converfation on the viftories of his much-loved monarch,
and in the fpace of ‘an hour after that, upon cvery fubject
that could be imagined. My throat ftill felt as if it was
burnt up with pepper, and my flomach was tormented
with hunger. The former was. affuaged by a couple of
glafles of wine, but being athamed te.complain of the
latrer, I left it to its fate to wait tilt ‘oen (when perhaps
1 might chance o get an invitation fram fome good foul,)
and returned to my botanical calling and occupation among
the fhrubs and buthes, with ‘which this country is almoft
entirely covered, excepting fuch fpots as are cultivated.
4 '- Hardly
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Hardly a ftick of wood, indeed fcarcely any wild tree, is to
be fcen here. The {oil hereabouts, viz. round about
Tyger-berg and Koe-berg, is, to all appearance, moftly a dry
barren fand or gravel; yet, in this diftri®t, fo full of hil-
locks, there are certain dales covered with mould, and
yielding a plentiful harveft to a few peafants, who apply
to the culture of lemon, orange, and pomegranate-trees.
At three in the afternoon I arrived at the houfe of farmer
Van der Spoei, who was a widower, and an African born,
and likewife brother to the perfent, who, you know, is
proprietor of the red or old Conffantia. Without feeming
to take the leaft notice, he ftood ftock-ftill in the houfe-
paffage waiting .for my coming up, and theén did not ftir a
fingle ftep to meet me, but taking me by the hand,
greeted me with Good day! welcome! how are you 2 who
are you ? a plafs of wine? a pipe of tobacco® will you eat
any thing 1 anfwerad his queftions in the fame order as
he put them, and at the fame time accepted of the offer he
made at the clofe of them. His daughter, a clever well-
behaved girl about twelve or fourteen years of age, fet on
the table a fine breaft of lamb, with ftewed carrots for
fauce; and after dinner offered me tea with fo good a
grace, that I hardly knew which to prefer, my entertain-
ment or my fair sftendant. Difcretion and goodnefs of
heart might be plainly réad in the countenance and de-
meanour of both fatfiér and child. ¥ feveral times ad-
dreffed myfelf to my hoft, in order fo break in upon his
filence. His anfwers were fhort and difcréet; but upon
the whole, he never began the converfation’ hlmfelf, any

farther than to afk: me to ftay with them that night : how-
12 ever,
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Al even 1 took leave of him, not without being much af-
s feéted with a benevolence as uncommon to be met with,
as undeferved on my part. In my great zeal for botany,
I did not pay the leaft attention to my ftiff and wearied
legs, but hobbled as well as I could over the dry and tor-
rid hills, moving all the day long as if 1 was upon ftilts.
Towards evening I felt myfelf lefs weary, as, by a conti-
nuation of the motion of walking and jumping, my limbs
were grown more pliable. Not far from the farm we had
a brook to crofs, where we met with a female flave, who
very officioufly and obligingly fhewed us the fhalloweft
places. She feemed to lay her account in receiving fome
amorous kind of acknowledgment, in which fhe could not
be otherwife than difappointed, as the had the misfortune
to meet with a delicate as well as a weary philofopher. In
the evening I arrived in good time at a farm, where the
father and mother were from home; but Mafer Fobn and
Mifs Sufey gave me honfe-room notwithftanding. It was a
handfome building, and, like all the reft on the road, com-
pofed “partly of brick, and partly of well-wrought ’clay,
but without any other floor than the bare earth. I had
“intended to go on farther, but“when I faw a large churn
on ‘the floor, and heard from Sufey’s ‘own mouth, that
they had thirty milch~cows, you may imagine that I did not
think of going, efpmally a8 ‘¥ 'had feldom found milk
very plentiful fince my arrival in Africa. © The farm was
faid to yield about three thoufand two hundred bufhels of
corn yearly, - which was from ten to fifteen times the quan-~
tity that was fown. A good wheaten loaf, light and
well-baked, and about two feet in diameter, was fet upon.
the
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the table, and of this, with fome milk and frefh butter, A"I'j;;:
I made an excellent meal. They feemed to take a great \« v~/
pleafure in entertaining me, and (though they ftrove to
conceal their laughter) appeared highly entertained in their
turn with my broken Dutch, and my apparatus for catch-
ing and preferving infects. My collection of herbs they
liked very well, as they themfelves prepared a kind of
plaifter with herbs-and wax. The next morning they
brought me coffee, which I left untouched, it being full
of grouts, and, according to the cuftom of the country,
as weak as {mall beer. However, I fet out again on my
_journey, quite lively and brifk after the high treat I had
had of milk. As my box of infects was already quite
full, I was obliged to put a whole regiment of flies and
other infects round the brim of my hat. On the road we
paffed a cow-keeper, who was roafting a {mall tortoife,
the fleth of which tafted like that of a chicken. Two or
three miles farther on we met with a fhepherd, that was
regaling himfelf with roaft lamb at his mafter’s expence.
My companion, who knew the full value of his liberty, ex-
prefled great fatisfaction at finding, that poor flaves had
fometimes an oppertunity of  revenging themfelves on their
tyrants. by a breach ofitruft. He informed me, that it
was commen for thepherdsy who had rigid and niggardly
mafters, when-a ewe had twins, to keep always one of
them for themfelves, and very often the other too; when-
ever they had: an opportunity of concealing the theft. At
three o'clock we came to another farm. Here I had fome
converfation with the old lady of the houfe about her gouty
which fhe had in her hands and feet, and at the fame time
con--
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A;J;i‘l: concerning her good man'’s rhcumatifm, which in order toget -
\w~/ rid of by fweating, he was gone on a journey to the warm
baths. A houfe plaiftered up in 2 flovenly manner with
clay, a heap of dirty feabby children, a female {lave drag-
ging after her a heavy iron chain faftened to one of her
legs, the features of the old woman herfelf, her peaked
nofe, her perpetually fcolding her fervants, and laftly, her
entertaining me with nothing but cold water, plainly indi-
cated that poverty dwelt in her houfe, and at the {fame
time that the gout had in her choleric temperament a very
fertile foil to grow in. Sheadvifed me to fet myfelf down
in the Paagr! (a tra& of ground a little way from thence
planted with vines, and inhabited by vine-dreffers,) in or-
der to make my fortune by turning quack. She inform-
ed me, that there had been a phyfician there before, who
had had no practice, as his price was too high. She faid,
that the never could, nor ever thould be perfuaded to be
bled, or to take any kind of phyfic; neverthelefs, fhe
thought it very comfortable for a perfon to have accefs to
a phyfician in cafe of ficknefs. You fee, Sir, that an
African cottage will afford you a view of mankind, fimi-
lar to what you may have had-in the palaces of Europe,
where (it muft be owned) they ¢all in phyficians to their
affiftance, but feldom.fail to manage theinfelves in a great
meafure according: to'their own caprice. In purfuance of
the information I got I took the road to the right, which,
I was told, would earry.me to the houfe of a rich and in-
firm:widow of fifty-two: years of age. My fervant, who
was acquainted there, warned me not to frighten the good
woman into fits with my infects ftuck on the brim of #my
hat;
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hat; for which reafon, having arrived there about five
o'clock, and been well received by her, 1 took care to turn
the crown of my hat away from her, and afterwards hid
my hat in a corner of the room. Immediatcly my mouth
was crammed with bread, butter, and cheefe, wine and
tea, and at the fame time was employed in giving differ~
tations on the gout, apoplexy, violent bleedings at the
nofe, coughs, and her poor deceafed hufband’s dropfy.
The good lady was attentive to hear, and I to eat, as much
as ever my leGtures would permit me. During thefe, a
tell-tale huffey of a female flave, who was a favourite with
her miftrefs, had been pumping my fervant in the kit-
chen, on which fhe whifpered her miftrefs in the ear,
that my hat was full of little beafts (kleine befljes.) The
old lady immediately quitted the fine inftructions that 1
was about giving her with refpe&t to diet, in order to go
and look at the ftrange and wonderful fight that was to be
feen on my hat. But what attonithed her the moft in this
affair was, to fee the little animals run through- the body
with pins, and faftened to the brim of my hat. An ex-
planation was required on the fpot. It was now neceflary
for me to ceafe eating a while, for fear of being ch aked
with fome of the big words and long Dutch  phrafes, which I
was obliged tocoimr on the fpot, in onder to-convince her of
the great utility of wunderftanding thefe little animals for
medical and eeconomical purpofes, and at the fame time to
the glory of the greatCreator. Fortunately for me I defcant-
ed en this fubjett with great fuccefs, though not without
fome inquietude ; for, in cafe I had not fucceeded, Ithould
eertainly have been turned out of doors for a conjuror (bex-
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sneeftey ;) but now, on the contrary, the good woman
begged me to ftay, and I promifed myfelf a good night’s
reft in fuch an elegant and well-furnithed houfe. Soon
after there came a light cart, with company. This con-
fifted, firft, of her daughter; fecondly, of a very ftout fat
country ’fquire or yeoman, Mr. M * ¥, who was faid to
be able to give each of his daughters four thoufand gui-
neas on their manriage, one of whom had, by fome acci-
dent or other, already lain in of a black child, the father
of which, as a reward for his kindnefs, had been advanced
from the condition of {lave to that of prifoner for life in
one of the Robbenr ifles, and the lady herfelf to that of
wife to her father’s bailiff; thirdly, the ’fquire’s half bro-
ther, ftill more corpulent than himfelf. The father of
thefe gentlemen was a native of Lsvonia, and had been a
foldier in the Swedith fervice. They had feen an infect-
hunter before, but when they looked into my collection of
herbs, and found it to contain not only flowers, but like-
wife grafs and fmall branches of fhrubs and trees, they
could not forbear laughm at a fight fo unexpected. The
young lady got from me all the intelligence I could give
her on the fubject of pimples.and: freckles, and, by way
of reimburfing myfelf 1 aﬂ;ﬂd her feveral queftions con-
cerning domeftic remedies and the warm bath, which fhe
had, lately ufed for. three weeks.. . She likewife, together

‘with her mother, - advifed me to praé’u{e phyfic in PAARL;

but it is a great pity, they added, that a man who feems
to. upderftand our diforders fo well, fhould. fpeak our lan~
guage fo ill,

These
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There was no milk to be had here, but the want of it
was amply fupplied by a very good and well-drefled fup-
per. The wine went round in bumpers to cach others
healths, and to the continuance of our friendfhip and ac-
quaintance. The converfation turned upon various {fub-
jeéts, and among others, thofe of corpulency, and the cuftom
of fleeping after dinner; and the efficient caufe of thefe,
viz. the Livonian gentlemen’s ufe of the warm bath in
this climate, was difcufled with great precifion. We with-
ed one another a good night; but I myfelf refted very ill;
for the unufually purfy batchelor, who fell to my fhare,
fnored continually, and proved very troublefome. He look-
ed ifdeed very good-humoured, as well as his lively and
plaifivige broeder,” but was not able to fay much; and when
he did {peak, he wheezed fo much, as to be for the moft
part unintelligible to me. He puffed and blowed more in
putting on his fhoes and ftockings, than I did when I laft
went up Table-mountain. The next morning I bid thefe
good people adieu, and took the road leading to Moxuntain-
ziver in Paarl. ‘The ferry lay a good deal out of my way,
who had no particular bufinefs to tranfaét on the other
fide ; fo that having obferved an uncultivated iflet, three
or four fathoms diftant from the bank, where the fheep
and goats could not get to foreftall me in the blooming
produce of the foil, I ventured over -on fome bundles of
the palmites, I {poke of above, (acorus palmita) which were
{fo {fmooth and brittle, that, if I had chanced to make the
leaft {lip, I muft have been inevitably drowned by getting
between them, or elfe under them. My hat and queue ex-
cepted, I went a botanizing on this ifland in the fame drefs
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e Adam wore in his ftate of innocence. My {kin quite
.~~~ parched up by the fan, ferved, however, to convince me,
that 1 had loft in my little paradife the dominion over the
gnats and horfe-flies. Thefe diminutive animals foon
obliged me to turn back and put on my clothes, when I
afterwards botanized along the courfe of the river, and fo
pafling through feveral farms, I arrived at Paar/ at g mil-
ler’s, who was fitting and taking his afternoon’s nap. A
more ferious and even feemingly furly chap, I never faw
in my life. He fet before me an old crazy chair, and with-
out afking who I was, faid dire@ly, #hat witl you chufe 1o
have ? (Wat %al ye bruiken ?) 1 fée, replied 1, you have
got fome tea, be fo kind as to give me fome bread to it, for
I am both hungry and thirfty ; Ihave fpent the whole day in
culling of fiples. What, have you eat nothing to-day @ Girl,
bring forne meat, bread, and a bottle of wine ! fays the crofs-
grained old fellow. Accordingly I ate my belly full, and
afterwards drank to his health; during the whole of which
time he was fmoking his pipe in filence, and poring over an
aftrological almanack of the 1aft century. During all which
time, he did not once addrefs Hithfelf to me; and to a queftion
or two I' afked him, he anfwered me fo thort, that I ima-
gined he was extremely difpleafed with my vifit, and there-
fore could fiot help preffing him to accept of a pecuntiry
récompence for my entertainient. He an{wered me po-
fitively with a moft inflexible air, No; hat I certaink will
#ot, 4t is our duty to afff travellers. For my fervanmt,
without my knowledge, had ordered a good lurcheon of
bread and meat, but did not follow me half way over his
flippery loam-floor when I took my leave of him. Affedted
6 with
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with an internal fenfe of gratitude, I withed within myfclf, PLiEy
that heaven might pardon fo worthy a miller, in cafe he -y
fhould at any time chance to trefpafs on his neighbour’s

corn.

A little farther on lived a Kpfer, thatis, a Sexton, a
fet of people that are more refpected by the Calviniits than
with us. He was of black extraction by the mother’s fide.
1 went in, fat myfelf down, and drank a dith of miferable
tea without fugar. The Kofter’s wife, who was rather in
years, was then fick in bed. I enquired into the nature
of the diforder : but when I was told that the patient, not-
withftanding the ufe of the warm bath for three weeks,
remained as it were contradted in all her limbs, and her
joints quite filled up with chalk-ftones, I did not chufe to
fay any thing more, than that the gout was a terrible afilic-
tion, fhrugged up my fhoulders, and inquired for thc
right road. Juft before the door grew the Calaputia.
I afked the man if he made any ufe of the feeds, or
whether I might gather any of it? He anfwered, he did
not ufe them himfelf, but in general gave them to his
friends : Gather what you willy, continued he, I never beard
any body afk after them before, what do you want them for 2
For medical purpofes, replied 1. I now had brought an old
houfe over my head, and was obliged to go in again, and
hear the account of the old woman’s illnefs, as well as explain
the caufe of it. However, I thought it neceffary to inform
her, with very little circumlocution, that her ftay in this
calamitous world was likely to be of very fhort duration.
She was glad to be freed from her mifery, and her hufband

to get rid of a fickly wife; on which account they both of
K 2 them

o
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them feemed to hear my fatal prognoftic with pleafure, and
made me drink a couple of glafles of wine for my pains ;
and at the {fame time offered to thew me the church, which
ftood juft by. By this edifice I could plainly perceive, that
thefe boors beftowed no more pains upon God’s houfe, than
they did upon theirown. This church was, indeed, as big
as one of our largeft fized hay-barns, and neatly covered,
as the other houfes are, with dark-coloured reeds ; but with-
out any arching or ceiling, fo that the tranfoms and beams
withinfide made a miferable appearance. Altars and altar-
tables are, I believe, never ufed in the reformed church.
There were benches on the fides for the men, but the
women have each of them their chair or ftool in the aifle.
The pulpit was too plain and {flovenly.

From hence I {et off for home by a bye-way, as little
known to my guide as to myfelf. Eighteen China oranges,
which I had bought in Pagr/ for one fkelling Dutch,
proved extremely ferviceable to me at this time; and a
large roll of tobacco which my fervant had taken with him,
was a {till more defirable wade mecum for him. He carried
really a heavy load, which however appeared to be very little
burdentohim. On the other hand however, it muft be con-
fidered, that he went on always in a ftrait line, while I can-
tinually ran from one fide to the other, peeping among the
bufhes. It was already dark when we arrived at a farm-
houfe, where the boor himfelf was not at home. During
his abfence, I drew his wife into a converfation concerning
houfhold affairs, and found (what I much wondered at in
fo fubftantial a houfe) that they had feldom any great
plenty of milk ; and this on account of the dry barren hills

near
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near them, and other caufes not worth mentioning here 3
but that on the other hand, they had a good ftock of
fheep, fome arable land, and vineyards, which, by means
of water-conduits, might be rendered fertile. She was a
generous and good kind of woman as one would wifh to
fee, but unluckily happened to offer me juft every thing
that I did not with for, wine, brandy, and tobacco. Her
hufband, a very brifk lively old fellow, being at laft come
home, immediately drank to me, faying, Perbaps you fup-
pofe that nobody knows any thing but yourfelf, with your
berbs and you, but you [fball fee that we African peafants are
not all fo flupid as you think for. Upon this, by way of
Jurprifing me, he difplayed a few good books, and a heap
of trafth, on almoft every fcience; all of which I coulgd do
no other than commend, as he did nothing but run be-
tween me and his book-cafe, and read over the whole title-
page of every book, the printer’s and bookfeller’s name not
excepted. 2ou fee, fays he, that I donot fpend my whole time
in following the plough. We almotft called one another Coufin-
Germans, he being a Livonian and I a Swede. At night
there was ne danger of ftarving for want of victuals. You
mufl eat hearty with us farmers, faid the kind-hearted dame.
Eat and [pare not : we do not grudge it you. They had their
butter and cheefe, together with hung-beef, or rather buf-
falo-flefh, from their grazing farms, almoft fix hundred miles
up the country. By the appearance of the foup and green-
peas 1 could plainly perceive, that my learned hoft had not
ftudied any books of cookery, which in Africa would have
been of much more ufe to him than poetry and the dead
languages. The good woman of the houfe was obliged to:
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:'xi;-i:{, go to bed alone, while her hufband employed himfelf with
w~/ the hiftory of JosEPHUS, in order to convince me of his great
attachment to ftudy. Accordingly many people in this coun-
trv call their {laves, fome after the months, and others after
the days of the week in which they were born. Early in the
morning I was waked here by the horrid fhrieks and cries
of Yanuary and February, who were undergoing the dif-
cipline of their mafter’s lafh, becaufe the horfes had not
been found the preceding evening. Soon after the fa-
mily got rcady for going to church, but were prevented
by a thower of rain. In the mean time we ate our break-
fafts, and drank to each others health ; upon which I_re-
turned them thanks and took leave of them, with a lun-
chegn of bread and butter doubled together, and ftuffed
into my coat-pocket by my hoft and hoftefs, by way of
(weegkgfl) or provifion for my journey. I was fecretly
much affected at receiving fuch tokens of good-will, quite
undeferved on my part, from the hands of people to whom
I was an entire ftranger.

The woman was goodnefs itfelf, but this goodnefs was
enfhrined in a mighty phlegmatic body. The old fellow’s
phrafeology, as well as his library, difcovered, that he
wsa, as well as myfelf, a run-away ftudent. I likewife
afterwards came to know, that he had been a furgeon,
and had been fent thither as a {foldier by kidnappers ; and
at the fame time I learned, that he had got the greater
part of his books by marriage with a parfon’s daughter,
his prefent wife. ‘This good woman could not have chofen,
to counteralt her pblegm, amore choleric piece of goods for
a hufband, who, in {pite of a naturally good difpofition,

was
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was faid, for trifling faults, to have Dbeat feveral of his
flaves to dcath. I could give you, Sir, many inftauces, that
the exercifc of any crime whatfoever, particularly fuch as
the flave tradc, or the trafficking with the libertics of man-
kind, necver fails to plunge men into diforders and mif-

demeanours of various Kinds.
On the lands belonging to this farm ftands the Tower
of Babel, fo they call a hill, which is mentioned by this
name by KoOLBE, as being of a remarkable fize, and
which will ever remain a ftanding monument of this au-
thor’s inaccuracy. 1 pafs over my little adventures with
Jerpents, [corpions, cameleons, and other animals of the
lizard Kind, well knowing, that you are not endued with
tafte enough to fake pleafure in, and be fenfible of, the
beauties of thefe reptiles, a race of animals with which
this Canaan of Africa abounds. But I muft not omit to
tell you, how puzzled and undctermined we frequently
were on our rcturn homewards, particularly once on a
large plain. Almoft at the end of it we met with feven
of the company’s {furvants or foldiers, but by no means to
our advantage; for thefe my fellow-chriftians, intoxicated
with the wine which they carried about them in leathern
bottles or calabafles, were at variance among them{elves,
and feemingly did net wifh to give us any information, as
every one of them pointed out to us an almofit entirely dif-
ferent way. Jabbering to me all at once in High Dutch, Low
Dutch, Hanoverian, &c. they all endeavoured to make me
belicve, that I fhould meet with rivers, mountains, de-
ferts, atid the like, if, according to their fea dialect, I did not
fteer vy courfe right. Another afked me whither I was
bound ?

27
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bound? and then told me how I fhould lay my tacks to
ftarboard and larboard. 1 thanked them, and got away
from them as well as I could; on which they formed a
ring round my fervant, and chattered to him about the
road till his head was quite turned. At length they got
into a difpute themf{elves about the {fame {ubject, by which
means we both got loofe from them. What was now to
be done ? Being without chart or cecmpafs, I endeavoured
to dire¢t my courfe by the {fun, till I overtook a black hea-
then, who was tending fheep; and in confequence of
whofe fober and fenfible direétions, I arrived in the cven-
ing at a farm-houfc, the bailiff of which, a Hanoverian,
welcomed me in the moft friendly manner, with aiiearty
flap of the hand, in the African ftyle. “rié entertained me
with milk, and an account of the love affairs and intrigues he
had when he was a foldier in England. He alfo gave me a
lift (which, by his defire, I took down in my pocket-book,
as the refult of his own experience) of the conftant or-
der of precedence in love, which ought to be obferved
among the fair fex in Africa: this was as follows. Firft the
Mudagafcar women, who are the blackeft and handfomeft ;
next to thefe the Malabars, then the Bugunefe or Malays,
after thefe the Hottentots, and laft and worft of all, the
white Dutch women. The exceflively nice ftewed cab-
bage we had for fupper, he fuppofed to be the beft in the
world ; and at the fame time, that its crifpnefs proceeded
from the foil being highly impregnated with falt-petre. In
falt, the land here was fandy and low, and probably contain~
ed much fea-falt. Being but two chriftians among twelve or
fourteen men flaves, we bolted the door faft, and had five
loaded
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loaded pieces hung over our bed. During the whole even-
ing I had feen the ' flaves in fuch good humour, and fo
kindly and familiarly treated, that (with rcgard to their
temporal matters at leaft) they really feemied to be better
off than many fervants in Europe; 1 thercfore obferved
to my hoft, that his mildnefs and kindnefs was the beft
pledge for their good behaviour, and the fureft preferva-
tive againft their attacks. It may be {fo, replicd he, but
befides that, feveral runaway and rebel {laves are continual-
ly wandering about, "in order % plunder houfes of victuals
and hre-arms, or elfe to draw others over to their party ;
we have likewife inftances of the blacks becoming furious
at mguts and committing murder, more particularly on
the perfons of tIcir mafters; but fometimes, if they can-
not get at them, on fome of their comrades, or elfe upon
themfelves. I am here in the place of a mafter to them,
and am obliged to punifh them whenever they behave ill
to mc or to cach other. The Bugunefe in particular are
revengeful, and nice about the adminiftrationof juftice.
In order to avo1d jealoufy, quarrels, and murder, my maf-
ter does not permit any female {laves to be kept here; but
I could with it -were mhermfe, .as well as in other places,
where I formerly was a fervant. - Now they are lonefome
and {olitary, and confeque:;;tly flow -and ﬂugglﬂ:x enough.
The chief of my mafter's income from this farm  arifes
from the breeding of horfes. Could he keep female flaves
here, he would get fill more by the propagation of the
human fpecies; and indeed, a female flave who s prolific,
is always fold for three times as much as one that is
barren.
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iy From the information that I have juft given you, you
v~/ will perhaps, my goed friend, be apt to think with me,
that even the moft fupportable kind of tyranny always
brings with it its own punifhmeft, in troubled {leep and
an uneafy confcience. Slaves, even under the mildeft
tyrant, are bereaved of the rights of nature. The me-
lancholy remembrance of fo painful a lofs, is moft apt to
arife during the filence of the night, when it ceafes to be
diffipated by the buftle of the day. What wonder then,
if thofe who commit outrages on their liberties, fhould
fometimes be forced to fign and feal with their blood the
violated rights of mankind? Ought not my hoft, gentlc as
he was, to fear -the effetts of defpair on twelve fiout fel-
lows forcibly taken from their native country, their kin-
dred, and their freedom ? Is it not likewife to be dreaded,
that thus fhut out from the commerce of the fair fex,
which fweetens life, and renders its cares fupportable, their
inclinations; which are extremely warm, fhould trefpafs
againft manhood ?—1In the courfe .of our converfation on
rural ceconomy 1 mﬂk niotice, that a {lave born in the coun-
try (bfpeclaliy &5 iord) who can. drive 2 waggon fafe and

wali, and‘who can/ &: trufted . to - mfpeé’c the other {laves,
o is laptﬁed ‘upon as a clever and faithful fervant, bears
the»pncé #ﬁ ﬁve «ham_imd nxglg&lars One that is newly

b dto an’ hundmﬂ and fifty rixdollars. A horfe that
in Sweden wonld fetch ‘ten rixdollars, cofts at the Cape
rom:thiity to forty ; a draught ox from eight to ten; but
a tolerable gobd milch-cow from twelve to fourteen; one

I ditto
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ditto brought from the mother country or any part of Eu-
rope, and of a fort that produces a great quantity of milk,
fells for forty or fifty rixdollars, and the purchafer thinks
himfelf favoured into the bargain; all which has fince
been confirmed to me by feveral others.

On Monday morning I took leave, and afked the road
towards home, when I was anfwered, ¢ There is no road this
way. You muft leave the road that goes to the Cape to the
right, and then go ftrait forward through the bufhes,
when you will come within fight of the mountain that
ftretches itfelf between Conftantia and the Cape; then go
ftrait forward over the dry barren plains, to the nook in
the mounfi¥m;_you may remember it lies very near Con-
ftantia and your houfe. You will find no more farms in your

sway home.” Well! thought I to myfelf, this looks as if I
¢«fhould dine upon grafs to-day; I was vexed at having had no
“breaftfaft, and was too bafhful to give a hint of it to my hoft,
~who the day before had received me with fuch hofpitality.
We had not long been in fight of the mountain, before we
faw a cloud arife from it, which did not turn to rain till it
arrived at the plain we were in.  This thower, which was
pretty heavy, fubjected me to the greateft inconveniencies,
having expofed my{felf to be wet through, in order to fhel-
ter my herbal. But of fuch a nature is this climate, that
in a few minutes, as foon as the fun.fhone out again, I
was quite dry. In the evening, when I' came to A/phen, 1
learned, that it had not rained there in the leaft, but the
cloud covered the mountain in its ufual way.

I muft not omit to tell you, that on the road I feveral
times entered into a religious difcourfe with my heathen
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:‘7;3-_ companion; he afferted, that I was the firft that had {poken
\~~/ to him on that fubject, at the fame time that he was fo
ftupid (for fo he called himfelf) as not to know or com-
prehend any thing concerning it, nor did he think it was
for him to trouble himfelf with thefe matters ; however,
he did not feem unwilling to believe every thing that any
body fhould think proper to tell him. His thoughts had
never afcended to a fuperior being, nor led him to the firft
origin of any thing, to thecreature or tothcCrcator. He very
well knew, that the white men aflembled together in the
churches, but had never thought of afking to what pur-
pofe. Very likely it may be fo, was the anfwer he ufually
gave me, when 1 talked to him on this fubje®:” Notwith-
ftanding this, he feemed to have in fome meafure an ab-
horrence of vice, and a vencration for what was good.
The perfon, who at that time recommended him to my
fervice, gave him the charadter of being extremely faith-
ful. In other refpects his mind was capable enough of
being illumined; but as the making of profelytes brings
the Dutch in neither capital nor intereft, this poor foul,
with many others of his countrymen, was negleted. But
more of this and other matters by the next opportunity
that offers. -

I am, &c.

With the botanical excurfion, the detail of which is
given in this letter, I was extremely well pleafed on feve-
ral accounts. The fix laft days of it might almoft be call-
ed a forced march, intermixed with a good -deal of leap-
ing, and (what tires one full as much) clambering. With

the
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the fame inclination, however, I think I could have lafted
out feveral days longer in the {fame manner. The next
day after my departure from the Cape, was, as 1 have al-
ready related, the moft tirefome to me; afterwards both
my limbs and joints feemed to get more ufed to the exer-
cife. 'The two or three firft days after I had got home, I
felt myfelf fore and tender, or, as people ufually exprefs
it, beat and bruifed all over, but this went off by degrees :
in like manner as, thanks to the violent exercife I had
taken, fome difagreeable, though {light touches, of a rheu-
matic gout entirely vanifhed, with which 1 had becn
troubled fome time before, and that chiefly in rainy wea-
ther ; and whitd-did not return upon me, before 1 was ex-
pofed to the cold in the Antarctic polar circle. After my
return home, however, I was wife enough to make a little
excurfion every day.

SECT.
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Refidence at Alphen, after the Author’s return
Jfrom Paarl.

1772, N one of my excurfions I had the good fortunc to meet
April. . . 5 .
o with Mr. Hemming, the fub-governor, on his farm, in

the diftri¢t of Conftantia ; who, though he thorgl. Mighly of
the {cience of botany, was yet aftonifhed that my enthu-
fiafm for it fhould have carried me fo far about in the
fpace of fix days, viz. from the Capc over Ziger-berg
through Paarf, Botlary, and fo in a circle home again,
and this by no means by the neareft way.

Mr. Hemming’s garden was one of the beft in the dif-
trict ; he had taken pains to procure grafts of orange and
lemon-trees, and layers of the pomegranate from Spain,
from which he promifed himfelf fruit equal to the Spanifh,
as what grows at the Cape at prefent is not quite fo good.
Divers forts of cherry-trees, that grow here, fcarcely pro-
duced a fingle cherry,though various trials had been made
with them in different fpots. The beft method he had
found of rooting out a ##io/a, which was overrunning his
kitchen-garden, was to fow it with cabbage for a year, as he
had obferved, that this weed never throve on land where cab-
bages had been fown. The pi/ang was to be met with in his

garden
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garden of a luxuriant growth, but was faid not to produce
fruit of {o high a flavour as it does in its native country.
A fpecies of this grows wild in the Howutniquas country, a
diftri&t fomewhat to the eaft of Mu/cle-bay ; though I could
never find it there myfelf.

I continued at the farm at A/phen till about the middle
of November. Entirely taken up with the Cape plants, I
did not feldom revolve in my mind, how I fhould go on
with them for months and years enfuing ; but fate had
ordered it otherwife. In falt, it was ordained, that I fhould
fuddenly change the continent of Africa, its delightful fum-
mer-climate, and its Dbeautiful flowers, for a bleak cold

avRhar,

ocean, blocked~yp. with mountains of ice.
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VOYAGE TO THE SOUTH-SEA.

S EC T L
The Circumpflances which gave occafion to this Voyage.

HE circumftances which gave occafion to this voyage
were as follows : The fhips Re/olution and Adventure,
deftined to make a voyage towards the South Pole and round
the globe, were at that time at anchor in 7abdle-bay. The
Meflrs. FORSTER accompanied them in the capacity of natu-
ralifts ; and had an appointment from the Britith crown of
4000l fterling, or 8oco ducats, for the whole expedition.
They were brought to 4/pben by Major Van PREHM, in order
to be introduced to me. By this means I had the pleafure
of cnjoying their company for a couple of days. As the
fouthern continent, which was ftill pretty generally {up-
pofed to exift, had taken no fmall hold on my imagina-
tion, this was fufficient reafon for me to congratulate
2 thefe
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thefe gentlemen on the truft repofed in themn, and the
good fortune they had in vifiting as naturalifts, {o diftant
and unknown a part of our globe. I found them not only
eager cach for his own part to fulfil what the world ex-
pected and required of them, but they even went {o far
in their zeal for the more accurate inveftigation of nature,
as to think of procuring an affiftant, at no fmall coft to
themfelves, and thercfore offered me my voyage gratis,
with part of fuch natural curiofities as they might chance
to collect, on condition of my affifting them with my poor
abilities, Such an unexpeéted return to my compiiment,
had almoft deprived me of the power of anfwering them,
had not my heagg diétated to me the moft lively cxpreflions
of gratitude to them for the confidence they placed in me.
But before 1 could give a determinate anfwer to {o lucra-
tive and agreeable a propofal, which at the fame time did
me fo much honour, but likewife fet before me a tedious,
difficult, and dangerous voyage, the affair feemed to re-
quire fome confideration. Should I accept this offer, thought
I, and the event prove fortunate, I fhould foon forget my
fatigues, nay, frequently remember with pleafure the dif-
ficulties 1 had undergone. On the other hand, fhould 1
once negleét this opportunity, 1 fhould long have to up-
braid myfelf with the omiffion. I recollected, that the
great Linnseus had frequently faid, nothing had vexed him
more in his whole life, than that, when he refided in Hol-
land, he had not accepted of the offer which had been
made him of taking a vovage to the Cape of Good Hope.
As two Swedes, Dr. SoLANDER and Mr. SPOERING, with
remarkable honour to themfelves and advantage to fcienee,
Vor. I. M had
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had before undertaken a voyage to New Holland, &c. and
fo round the world, I could not help wifhing that a Swede
likewife might have the opportunity of making a vifit to
the fouth pole, and the continent fuppofed to be in the
vicinity of it. I had reafon as well as the Mefirs. ForsTER
to hope, that the affiftance of a third naturalift (meaning
myviclt) might add to the difcoveries of the curious pro-
ductions of nature, which the two others were {o intent
upen making ; cfpecially in thofe places, which were now
about to be vifited for the firft, and probably for the laft
time. In other refpets, in cafe that any of the plants
which are fo ufeful in the colder parts of the nogth fhould
be found in the fouth, who could be furjiofed capable to
colle¢t them with fuch affiduity, or of prefcrving the feeds
of them with {fo much care as a Swede? Again, on the
other hand, if my voyage fhould prove unfuccefstul, I was
in hopes that my miferies, together with life itfelf, and all
its train of attendant evils, would have a fpeedy cnd. Oc-
cupied by reflections of this kind, I paffed the night, per-
haps more refilefs than will eafily be imagined. The next
morning by day-break, the diftraction of my thoughts car-
ried me to my chamber window ; here 1 fixed my cyes on
the adjacent meadows, as though I meant to afk the plants
and flowers that grew on them, whether I ought to part
with them fo haftily. They had for a long time been
almoit my only joy, my f{ole friends and companions; and
now it was thefe only, which in a great meafure prevented
me from making the voyage. At length I came to the
refolution of undertaking it; yet with a fixed determina-
tion, that if I had the good fortune to come back to the

" Cape,
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Cape, I would again occupy myfelf on this fame fpot with
the moft delightful of all employments, the inveftiga-
tion of nature. I therefore began to get ready for my
journey ; and fent {pecimens of the infects and plants I had
collected to Sir CHaRLES LINN&US and other lovers of the
fcience. The reft of my collections, 8c. 1left at the Cape,
at the prefident’s houfe, defiring him to difpatch them to
Sweden, in cafe he fhould receive any certain information
of our fhip’s being loft; or in cafe my abience for any
length of time, thould give him reafon to doubt of my re-
turn. ‘The danger of the journey was, however, the leaft
of my cares : the fuppofed length of it, together with my
ignorance of tns Englifth language, as well as of the dif-
pofition of the people, with whom I was to be converfant
during the whole time, perplexed me much more. The
farewcl letters I wrote to fome of my relations were fo
much the more painful to me, as I could eafily imagine
to myfelf their anxiety and uncafinefs on the account of
my impending fate. I therefore thought it moft advifeable,
to reprefent my journey to be as eafy and commodious as
was confiftent with any degree of probability.

In the feven months that had pafled fince my departure
from my native country, I had had no news from thence.
I now gave up all thoughts of getting a fingle word of in-
telligence from any part of Europe for four times that
period. Thus circumftanced, how much it coft me to go
on board, I leave thofe to imagine who are not cntirely
devoid of feeling.

What happened during this remarkable voyage, I fear
would be liable to tedious repetitions, were I to rclate it in
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;?;rf]-. the form of a journal, partly on account of the frequent
A~/ occurrence of events pretty necarly refembling each other,
and partly by reafon that various iflands were vifited feveral
times; a more particular account of the voyage therefore,
I muft defer to fome other opportunity. In the mean while,
for the {ake of preferving the order and connexion of time,
it {feems requifite, that I fhould here, in its proper place,
give fome account, though as concifely as poflible, of the
different regions we cxplored during the fuccecding twenty-
eight months, till the time of my landing again fafe at

the Cape.

SECT.
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Voyage from the Cape of Good Hope to New
Zealand.

N the 22d of November, 1772, at four o’clock in the
afternoon, we failed from the Cape. The very fame

day ftormy weather, and the difagreeable kind of ficknefs
which ufually attends people at {ca on their fetting out, ap-
peared to a degree fufficient to make many wifh themfelves
on fhore. Within eighteen days from our leaving the flowery
meads of the Cape, we found ourfelves very near a confider-
able large floating ifland of ice. The thermometer ftood at
a few degrees above the freczing point, while our latitude
was only go deg. fouth. How difagrecably we pafled the
remainder of the fummer in this hemifphere, may be ga-
thered from this, that we made our way through floating
iflands of ice, fometimes as big as mountains, till we came
to lat. 67. 10”; fo that we are, and probably fhall
continue to be, the only mortals that can boaft of the
frozen honour (as I may call it) of having pafled the ant-
arétic polar circle. A hundred and twenty-two days, or
fomething more than feventeen wecks, were elapfed, with-
out our having been able to fee land; but not without
our having gone through divers perils, not to mention the
hardfhips

1772,
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hardfhips which we underwent of various kinds; efpeci-
ally that of having, for the greater part of the above-men-
tioned period, remained in exceflively cold latitudes, con-
tinually furrounded with ice. The aurora aufiralis, which
in the fouth is the fame as the northern lights in our he-
mifphere, a fpectacle never before feen by a European,
now appeared feveral times in the month of March, on
the 26th day of which month we anchored in Du/ky-bay,
fituated near the fouthernmoft promontory of New Zealand.
From hence we went to Cook’s-flrait, where we had a fight
of that moft fingular junétion of the water with the clouds,
which by failors is called the water-fpout; and the ncxt
day, being the 18th of April, we anchered in Queen
Charlotte's-found. The other fhip, the Adventure, had
been feparated from wus ever fince the 8th of January in
the preceding year, by a fog. After this fhe had invefti-
gated the weftern coaft of Zan Diemen’s Land in New Hol-
Jand, and-a part of the coaft by which it is fuppofed to be
joined with Sowzh Wales, which latter was difcovered in
Captain Coox’s former voyage. It was great pleafure to
us to find, that this thip had, fortunately for us, landed
at the place previoufly agreed upon for the rendczvous.
The plants and trees in this country are, excepting fome
of its ferns and moffes, almoft entirely unknown, and
different from thofe that grow in other parts of the globe.
Thefe, therefore, together with the new fpecies of birds
and fifhes which are to be found here, afforded me an
agreeable occupation. The inhabitants, on the other hand,
a race of cannibals, live in fuch a miferable condition, and
have fuch manners and cuftoms, as may excite our pity

and
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and compaffion in behalf of our own {pecies; vet, as
among civilized nations there are not wanting fuch as are
a difgrace to human nature, fo among thefe very de-
vourers of their own {pecies, one might difcover fome traces
of a good difpofition, as well as the feeds of ingenuity,
which, under the foftering carc of the foul-informing
fciences, might render thefe our fellow-creatures, now
plunged in darknefs, a much more virtuous and happy
people.

This nation chiefly depends on fifhing for its fupport ;
and by purfuing fuch an uncertain livelihood, they want
both time and inclination for agriculture and the mechani-
cal arts, as weli~as for that order and regularity which is
requifite for the prevention of the barbarifm in which
thefe poor people are atually plunged. For while they
are fecking after their food in the water, they {uffer their
lands to be infefted with an uncommonly large kind of
ftinging nettles, with other weeds and thorny plants, fo
that they are very frequently obliged to tranfport their
huts to defert fhores, unftable and floating, as are the
animals, which they have to purfue in a boundlefs element.
Notwithftanding this, the foil poffefles fuch a degrce of
fecundity, that it is capable of being converted into the
motft fertile arable land or vine-yards, fufficient to give food
and other conveniencies of life to a great number of inha-
bitants, who, united among themfelves, would compofe
a very powerful republic, and be in a condition to extend
their commerce and conquefts over the whole Pacific Ocean.
(Collate with this my oration on laying down the office of
prefident of the royal academy of {ciences.)

2 S E G T,
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Foft Voyage jfrom New Zealand to Otaheite, and
from thence back again to New Zealand.

N the 7th of June we failed from New Zealand, and

had thoughts of taking in refrefhments in fome of
the warmer iflands, as the cold {feafon was now fet in in
this part of the world. After we had been at fea a few
days, we refolved upon killing a fat, though ugly Dutch
dog, before the fcurvy, together with the fhort commons
of the fhip, fhould render his flefh unfit for eating. Al-
ready ufed in our run between the Cape and New Zealand
to put up with fheep that had died of the fcurvy or other
diforders, difeafed hens and geefe, we certainly were not
now in a condition to turn up our nofes at a roafted dog,
which was really nice and well-tafted. After we had paffed
the tropic, we came in fight of divers iflands, fome of
which had been difcovered before, and others had
been hitherto entirely unknown; and on the 16th of Au-
guft we arrived at the far-famed, though, perhaps, too
highly celebrated, ifland of Otabeite. We were in the
greateft danger of {uffering fhipwreck on this ifland, facred

to
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to love; for our keel ftruck feveral times very hard againft NaiA
uguit.
the coral rocks, before we came to anchor. After re- \w~~J

maining here fourteen days we vifited the iflands of Huag-
heine, Uliateay and Otaba, and aftérwards dicovered a new,
but probably an uninhabited:-ifland; looked out for the
iflands of New dmyiérdam and New Middleburg, difcovered
about a hundred years ago by TasmaN ; and having found:
them, and taken in refrethments there, returned again to
Queen Charlotte’s-found, in New Zealand, after having been
abfent from it about half a year. During this run, ac-
cording to the time of the year it was winter; but, with
refpect to our feelings and the warmth of the weather, it
was {fummer. -We likewife met with a greater variety of
remarkable fubjeéts for defcription (fuch as the different
countries, their produce, the nations that inhabited them,
and their peculiar cuftoms and manners) than I am able
to comprize here in a fmall compafs. I cannot, however,
help relating fome few events that happened at different
times: as for inftance, one evening when both fhips,
driving before a brifk gale of wind, wanted to {peak with
each other, they came fo near together in confequence of
the great {well of the fea, and the dilatory manceuvering
of the men at the helm of one of the fhips, that not-
withftanding the officer of the watch repeatedly called
out with the greateft anxiety, farboard and port, they
werc within a hair’s breadth of firiking againft each other;
in which cafe they would doubtlefs have dafhed one another
to pieces in an inftant, or elfe have both gone to the bottom.
As befides myfelf very few people, not even the officers

Voi. L. N belonging-
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A'j';gl-}_ belonging to the watch, were on deck, this accident 15 neither
s mentioned in the log-book of the fthip, nor in any of the
journals yet publithed. It feemed in the beginning as if
both fhips would firike with their broadfides againit cach
other, but directly upon: that the Adventure dropped
aftern, and with the point of her bowf{prit came within two
or three yards at leaft of our mizen-fhrouds, and fo made
a, flourith over our taffarel and enfign-ftaff. Upon this,
an officer who belonged to another watch immediately ob-
ferved, that it was in the higheft degree imprudent, and
without thc leaft thow of reafon, to fail up to each other
in fuch a brifk gale and high furge; to which the officer
of the watch made no farther reply, than, juft to repeat
feveral times with great {eeming {atisfaction, ¢ It is all
over now.” Indeed, they both allowed, that we were very
near fuffering fhipwreck in the middle of the ocean.  The
other accident I fhall relate, concerned myf{elf alone. Once
when I was on a botanical excurfion in Huahcine, {fome
Indians fell upon me¢ and plundered me; leaving the up-
per part.of my body quite naked, with feveral marks
of violence on my head and breaft. This incident pro-
ceeded partly from a fancy the Indians had taken to
my clothes, and partly from a defire of revenge; Captain
Coox having juft before been obliged to drive away
an impudent Indian by force, and take his weapons
from him.
We ‘were feparated from the Advenfure on the coaft
of New Zealand by a {torm, and never faw hcr after-

wards. She came to anchor in Queen Charlottes-found,
before
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before we went from thence, where the had the misfor- A'Jg?uﬁ.
tune to lofe her whole boat’s crew, confifting of ten men, \~~J
who were Killed, roafted, and eaten by thc cannibals.

Upon which fhe fet out on her way home, and arrived

in Europc a year before the fhip commanded by Captain

Cook.
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Second Voyage from New Zealand to Olaheiie, and

[from thence back again.

N the 25th of November in the year 1773, we fail-

ed from New Zealand, .in order once more, and
during another fummer, to explore the cold fouthern
latitudes. From the r3th to the 21ft of December wc
paffed for the firft, and in all probability for the laft time,
that part of the globe, which is the direct antipodes to
Sweden; fo that I was now on the {pot the mott diftant
from my native country of any on the whole globe, as
the neareft way home, fuppofing one could go through
the center of the earth, or the length of the wholc earth’s
diameter,was about fix thoufand eight hundred and twenty-
one miles. This aftonifhing diftance, however, did not
prevent my rapid thoughts from frequently vifiting my
beloved countrymen and relations during this period,
while my feet were in- direct oppofition to their’s.  After
this we advanced -ftill farther, infomuch that on the 20th of
December we pafled the antarétic circle a fecond time, and

‘did not repafs it till the 25th, fo that we kept our Chrift-

mas-eve (though, it muft be owned, a very meagre one)
in the frigid zone. On the 26th of the following month
we
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we paffed the fouthern polar circle, for the third time. 774
We now penetrated into the fouthern regions as far as we \o A~
could go; as before we had got to 71 deg. 14 min. we
were prevented by the ice from putting in cxecution the
{cheme we had fondly formed of hoifting the Britith flag
in a fixth part of the world, or even in the fouthern pole
itfelf. 'We now therefore turned about to the north, in
order to take in refrefhments in a warmer climate, as win-
ter or the cold feafon was expeéted foon to return.

On the 14th of March we anchored off Eaffer-ifland,
which is fituated in 27 deg. S. lat. and 199 deg. 46 min.
W. long. Here we found no good water, and few refrefh-
ments of any fort. The lava and other volcanic produétions
that we faw here, together with fome huge images of ftone
raifced to fome height from the ground, plainly evinced,
that fome violent revolution of the earth had defaced a
country which had been formerly in a more flourifthing
condition, and thereby reduced a once powerful nation to
the wretched ftate in which we now found it.

On the 16th of March we failed from hence, and on
the 7th of April anchored off one of the Marque/as iflands.
Thefe are fituated in about 1o deg. of lat. The gtreater
part of them were difcovered by the Spaniards a hundred
years ago. ‘The inhabitants gave us feveral proofs of their
difpofition to hoftilities as well as thieving, fo that we were

obliged to leavethem fomebloody marksof the efficacy of our
fire-arms. Having ftaid here a few - days we {et fail, and af-
ter a quick paffage, landed at 7¢okea, inlat. 14’. 'We met with
fome hoftilities from the people here, but contented ourfelves
with infpiring them with terror, by firing our cannons over
their
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e their heads. We afterwards difcovered feveral {mall iflands,
w and at length, on the 22d of April, came to anchor for
the fecond and laft time off Ozabeite, where we remained
till the fourteenth of May. Various circumftances contri-
buted to render our abode here more delightful than be-
fore.. We now procured many more interefting informa-
tions touching this country and people, than were known
before. On the ad of June we were informed by fome
of the inhabitants, that two fhips had landed at Hwuabeine
or Quabeine, "one of which was larger than ours. By fub-
fequent accounts from Spain we know, that this thip was
from the Spanifh fettlements in America; and that the
year before, during our ftay at Otaheite, fome of the crew
belonging to a Spanifh fhip had been left there, one of
whom had adtually hid himfelf in a crowd of people, on
being, though drefled in the Indian fathion, taken by an
Englifh failor for a European, and accordingly accofted by
him in the French language. This, with {everal other
mrcumftances, makes it highly probable, that the Spanifh
ﬂ:ups were fent both years to be fpies upon us, and to
make reprifals upon us in return for our vifits in a part of
the world of which they are {o extremely jealous, and of
which they. look upon themfelves as the fole proprietors ;
efpecmlly cpnﬁdermg that previoufly to this they have,
merely, on account of their carrying on an illicit commerce,
punithed many Englithmen, by condemning them to hard
labour in their. mines.  (See the Gottingen Magazine for

1780, No. I. P75
A.&er we quitted Qzabeize we paid a vifit to Huabeine
and le:ea, likewife for the fecond and laft time; leaving
op the latter ifland a fenfible youth, who about eight
months
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months before had had the courage to come on board of us,
His name was OEDIDE, though otherwife called MAHEINE,

On the 4th of June we failed from Ulitea, and on the
6th pafled by Hove’s ifland. . On the 16th we difcovered
Palmerfione's ifland, and on the 20th Savagge ifland, {o call-
ed from our being received by the favages there in a very
hoftile manner. They hit me on the arm with a large
ftone, and threw a javelin among us.” For which reafon
we did not ftay-to anchor here, but went on to Namocka,
or New Rotterdam, one ‘of the friendly ifles above-men-
tioned. In the fame vicinity we faw feveral iflands, be-
fides thofe difcovered by TasmawN, and upon one of them
there appeared a volcano.  On the 2d of July we defcried a
{mall inhabited ifland, which we called Twrtle Ifland, and
the next day made a hafty landing there. On the 16th
we came to the iflands difcovered by Quiros, which M.
BouGAINVILLE inveftigated more narrowly, calling them
the Cyc/ades; but Captain Cook, whonow difcovered a greater
number of them, gave to the whole of this Archipelago
the name of the New Hebrides. Off one of thefe, to which
we gave the name of Mallicola, “we caft anchor on’ the 22d
of July. Here we found a diminutive race of people, with
a language peculiar to themfelves, and pmﬁmtd weapons.
They received us in a friendly manner, notwithftanding
which there happened a fkirmifh between us; however,
after ftaying there a couple of days, we parted friends.

On the 3d-of Augu# we arichored for- a few hours be-
fore Irromanga, a newly difcovered 1ﬁaﬁd, ‘the irihabitants
of which offered to detain odr captain and ‘Bokt, ah attempt

which many of them paid for with their lives, although
but
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but two of our people were wouinded. On the 4th we
anchored before the ifland of Zanna, in 19 deg. 30 min.
S. lat. Clofe by the harbour there was a volcano, which
fthowered afhes upon wus every day. The {fmoke, flame,
and loud thunder proceeding from this mountain, afforded
a beautiful and fublime fpectacle. The inhabitants {poke

‘a peculiar language, of which we had not the leaft know-

ledge; and fhewed us much friendfhip, though not with-
out committing fome hoftilities, which drove usto the dif-
agreeable neceflity of ftainingthis‘otherwife hofpitable fhore,
with the blood of fome of the inhabitants. On the 20th
we fteered: again for the northern ifles of this Archipclago,
but at length quitted them entirely, after having fpent in
the inveftigation of them forty-fix days; a period of time,
in which we alternatety experienced pleafure, difguft, and
danger. - More than once we were expofed to the poifoned
weapons of the natives, from the flighteft wound arifing
from-which; we had every reafon to dread as painful and
terrible a death, accompanied with madnefs, as happened

to fome of Captain Carferef’s crew, when they were wound-

ed on thre coaft of New Guinea. © At one time our fhip had
run aground ; at another fhe was in danger of dafhing
againft the rocks; and at another time, viz. on the 1t of
Auguft, of being confumed by fire in the open fea; when
it would have been our wretched fate, either to be blown up
in‘the air, or to have {fought for death in the briny ‘ocean.

'On the 4th of September; after three days faib, we dif-
covered the: largeft ifland, next to New Zealand, in the

‘whole: Pacific Ocean; ‘which by Captain -Cook was called

New Ciledonia, and feemed with refpéd to its foil and ve-
3 getables
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getables to refemble New Holland. The inhabitants were
civil and hofpitable, but poor, and fpoke a language pecu-
liar to themfelves. At this place, by great good fortune,
I avoided cating the liver of a poifonous fith, in company
with the captain and Meflrs. Forfler, who were extremely
ill for fome days afterwards. On the 1sth, for want of
wind, we were near being driven on the rocks; and on the
28th at night-were in the moft dangerous fituation, being
furrounded by a coral reef. That evening, when I went to
bed, there was the greateft probability that I thould never
wake again, but at my very laft gafp: 1 however had
the good fortune to go to fleep diretly, and {lept very
found, and the next morning to find that I had cfcaped the
moft imminent danger that could well be imagined.

On the 1oth of O&ober we faw Norfolk ifland, in 29
deg. 2 min. S. lat. the firft difcovery the Englifh made
beyond the tropics. We landed upon it, and found it un-
inhabited. .On the 18th we came for the third time to
anchor in Queen Charlotie’s Sound in New Zealand.

Vou. L. ‘0 SECT.
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Voyage from New Zealand to Terra del Fuego, and
from thence farther on towards the South Pole.

N the 1oth of November we failed from New Zea-

land. Our fhip was now found to have {prung a
leak, but not of any confequence. In the {pace of fix
weeks, we had-failed over the whole ocean between New
Zealand and the fouthernmoft part of 4merica; and on the
20th of December anchored to the fouth of Terra del/ Fuego,
where we faw the moft wretched race of men in the world.
On the 29th we paffed Cape Horn, and on the 31it, or
New-year’s eve, we anchored off a little ifland near Szaazen-
land, in the firaits of Le Maire; here we had an agreeable
amufement in hunting an innumerable quantity of fea-
lions, feals, and fea-fowls.

On the 23d of January, 1775, we failed to the fouth-
eaft, and on the 14th difcovered the ifland of Sowzbh Georgia,
in lat. 54 deg. 38 min. Here we landed in all {peed, and
though it was now the {ummer feafon, we found the whole
country covered with an eternal fnow, excepting {fome of its
coafts, -on which there grew only one fingle fpecies of grafs,
and a fort of fanguiforba. This horrid country, however,

4 afforded
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afforded us fome frefh provifions, viz. the fleth of the oLk
fea-lion and feal ; a kind of food that we had fome time ‘A~
beforc learnt to put up with. We afterwards found one
after another, feveral fmall iflands and rocks; on one of
which, in confequence of a fog arifing, we very narrowly
efcaped being fhipwrecked; an accident which, in the
circumftances we were in, would inevitably have put an
end to our voyage and difcoveries, together with our
lives.

On the 28th of January, in lat. 60, the thip could make
no way on account of the ice. On the 31ft we found
ourfelves in a fog, and very near a high land, covered
cvery where with an eternal fnow ; but the approach of
winter and other circumftances, occafioned us to give over
all farther inveftigation of this place. This furtheft point
of land that we could fee, we called the fouthern 75w/, as
Leing the moft diftant Jand feen in this hemifphere.

0 2 SECT.
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Return to the Cape of Good Hope.

T length we quite turned our backs upon thefe cold

latitudes, when the daily increafing warmth, and
our approach to the north, to the civilized world, to our
friends and our home, contributed to enliven us with the
hopes of a quick and fortunate conclufion to the whole
voyage, and the many difagreeable circumftances attend-
ing it. But that we now had many more hardfhips to
undergo, than BrroN, WaLLis, apd Cook had {uffered
in their former voyages round the earth, many of our
officers, as well as of the crew, who had been on one or
more of thofe voyages, attefted. The purpofes intended
to be anfwered by our voyage, particularly that of ap-
proaching as near as we could to the fouth pole, required
other attempts to be made, other dangers to be undergone :
the remainder of the voyage confequently, was almoft a
concatenation of dangers and hardfhips.

On the17th of March we faw land, viz.the coaft of 4f7:ca.
The reader may eafily imagine, how delightful a fight this
was to us. In the mean while, entirely ignorant of the
ftate of affairs in Europe, we could not, when once in fight

of
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of the harbour itfelf, aflure ourfelves that we fhould not
be picked up by fome unknown enemy, who might carry
us out as prifoners, perhaps to the moft diftant part of the
Eaft-Indies. The next day, however, we overtook a Dutch
veflel, and received from her the joyful news of a general
peace. Before night we faw fevéal fails more, which
feemed to be fteering by, the Cape, and making as faft as
poffible for Europe; and with no fmall pleafure, particu-
larly on my part, we faw the Swedith flag flying upon two
of them. The ocean had hitherto, during our voyage, been
really too lonefome and defolate a theatre to us; .and it
would be neceffary to be as weary of the uniformity of it,
as we were, in order to enjoy a fight upon it, which at
any other time would have been of no confequence. Nei-
ther is it any wonder, that in fo long a {pace of time, we
came to be in fome meafure weary of each others company ;
when, for inftance, thofe who were ufed to entertain the
company with tales and anecdotes, were obliged to have
recourfe two or three times to the fame ftories, in order to
furnith their quota in converfation.

The following morning we overtook an Englifh fhip

called the 7rue Briton, commanded by Captain BRoADLY,

who fent us fome old news-papers. Full of love for my
native country, I firft and foremoft, with the greateft eager-
nefs, ran over all the articles in them that concerned Sweden;
but found only a couple of lines, which gave me to under-
ftand that a great revolution had taken place there, but
did not fay when or how. This gave rife to divers con-
jetures amongft us, and was to me in particular an affect-
ing fubjec to ruminate upon ; but from what the Englifh

told
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Mad. - told me, as well as from what my own ideas fuggefted to me,

\~~/ I was convinced, that the commotions in the Swedifh go-
vernment were then almoft at fuch a height, as fcarcely to be
capable of growing worfe, and that thus this news in all
probability argued fomething better. This confideration
was not without its eﬂ!& in comforting me, till time thew-
ed how extremely right we had been in our conjectures.

At length on the Wegdnefday following, being the 22d
of March, 1775, after a voyage of fixty thoufand miles,
and an abfence of two years and a quarter from the Chrif-
tian and civilized part of the world, we came again to
anchor in 7a2b/-bay. Thofe who before us had failed round
the globe always went to the weftward, and thus loft a day
in their reckoning. But, as we made the fame voyage
towards the eaft, and thus continually anticipated the rifing
of the fun, we were confequently the firft, and, indeed, only
navigators, who had gained a day, or found a fuper-
numerary day on their journals, Confequently, according
to the Dutch almanacks at the Cape, in was on Tuefday,
or the 21ft of March, that we landed there; fo that,
diretly contrary to every known and ufual mode of ex-
preflion, we actually had two Tuefdays in one week.

It was now a thing which we earneftly withed for, as
well as of the greateft confequence to us, to enter the
harbour, as feveral of our crew were attacked with the
{fcurvy. Our unparalleled prefervatives of four-crout and
wort, had, it muft be owned, pretty well kept us from
the ravages of this otherwife deftru&ive diforder, fo that
we loft only one of our crew by ficknefs (an old complaint
of the lungs) fince we left the Cape; but our blood and

humours
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humours were, as well as our malt, and the greateft part 1775
of our provifions, in confequence of the length of the \=~
voyage, {poiled and corrupted. Our bread was, and had
been for a long time, both mufty and mouldy; and at the
fame time fwarming with two different forts of little brown
grubs (the curculio granarius, or weevil, and the dermefies
paniceus) which either in that ftate or in that of their /arvas,
or maggots, had neftled themfelves into every bit of bread
that we had, {o that we could not poffibly avoid eating
them; and they frequently difcovered therifelves to us,
the former by a bitter, the latter by a difagreeable cold
tafte in the mouth. Nay, their larvas, or maggots, were
found in fuch quantities in the peas-foup, as if they had
been ftrewed over our plates on purpofe, fo that we could
not avoid {wallowing {fome of them in every {poonful we
took. The peas ufed for this purpofe, had been ground
a little in England, that they might boil the eafier, but
had by this very means atforded an eafier paflage to thefe
difguftful infedts.

What was of {till more ccnfequence, was, that we had
only a quantity of bread, bad as it was, fufficient for a
few days on board; and as for the brandy, an article of
great importance to the crew, it was, if I remember right,
quite gone the day before we arrived in the harbour.
Pepper, vinegar, coffee and fugar, by the help of which,
taking them in their turns, the falt provifion would have
been lefs hurtful to us, we had for a long time becn en-
tizely without. Our falt meat, now almoft three years old,
having been kept on board during the whole of this period,
was the more dried and fhrunk up, s the falt had had fomuch

the
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ni7s; the longer time to abforb.to itfelf and dry up all the moi-

A~/ fture and juices. .~ Thefe, with feveral other difficulties,
occafioned the joy we felt at having got into the harbour,
where we fhould be able in many refpects to lead, as it
were, a new life, to be as unbounded as it was univerfal.
With pleafure, likewife, and longing defire, we received
our letters from Europe, but not without a very natural
anxiety and fear, left we fhould find in them accounts of
the lofs of our deareft friends and acquaintance. After
about five weeks ftay at the Cape, the Refolution {ailed
for England, attended with my moft hearty good wifhes.
The civilities I had received from almoft every body on
board this thip, the dangers I had undergonc in it, and
the friendfhips, which during that long fpace of time I had
had an opportunity of making, gave me, it muift be owned,
fufficient caufe. I, for my part, in purfuance of the refo-
lution I had previoufly made, ftaid behind in Africa, in
order to continue my refearches in this country, of which
I therefore now refume the relation.,

CH A P
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C H A B 1IV.

JournEY FROM CAPE TOWN TO THE COUNTRY OF THE
CAFFRES.

S EC T L

Refidence at Cape Town previous to the Author's African
Lxpedition. '

Y defires and thoughts continually ran upon making

a journey into-the internal parts of this country, and

vifiting the different nations of it. For the prefent, how-

ever, I was obliged to ftay in the town, and wait for the
appearance of {pring or the fine feafon.

I have obferved before, that the quaade moufon, or win-
ter, is reckoned to laft from the 14th of May to the fame
day in Auguft; and that during that time, fhips feldom
vepture to run into Zable-bay. A Dutch veffel, which
angrertlmqus ftill {taid here on fome particular bufinefs, and

on the night fucceeding the 14th day had thrown out all
VoL I P her
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her anchors on account of the violence of the north-weft
wind, was very near being driven on the rocky ground
that lics by the fide of the fort. The day after this, or
the 1 5th, the bay was fo much agitated by the ftorm, that
no boat or floop could go to or from the above-mentioned
thip. The next evening the wind increafed as the night
came on, and the poor feamen had reafon to fear that every
minute would be their laft.  The extreme darknefs of the
night, contributed not a little to make the danger, and cven
death itfclf more terrible. I lived in the upper ftory of a
ftonc houfe towards the higher part of the town, where
the hurricane thook the windows, roof, and, I had almoit
faid, the wholc houfe. This my fituation, as well as the
morc dangerous one of the Dutch fhip, awakened in me
lively remembrance of the Antardtic cold, and the various
ftorms 1 had experienced ; and made me more thoroughly
fenfible of the comforts of a’good warm bed-chamber upon
terra firma, but at the {fame time excited in me {o much
the greater compaflion for the veflel in diftrefs.  Contrary
to all expeétation howevery its anchor and tackling were
proof that night againft the ftorm 3 and the next day’s calm,
at the fame time that it put the fhip out of danger, diffufed
fatisfaction over the countenances of every one. Another
cvent of this kind, though it happened during my ab-
fence, while I wat gone on my voyage to the South Sea,
deferves however to ‘be rccorded in this place, more efpe-
cially as it is a farther proof of the unfafenefs of this
road in. winter. Here follows the account of it, as I $ad
it confirmed to me by feveral eye-witnefles.

The
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The thip Fong Thomas, which happened to ftay in Table-
bay till the boiftcrous feafon had commenced, was driven
on fhore by a ftorm near the land on the fide of Zowus
Rivier, not far to the northward of the fort. Early in the
morning, as foon as this happened, orders were iffued by
government, that no one fhould, on pain of death, pre-
fume to approach, even from afar, this unlucky fhore ;
where, to give weight and authority to this refolution of
theirs, they had with equal readinefs erected gibbets, and
at the {ame time pofted troops all over the neighbourhood ;
but neither thefe, nor any other meafures taken by them,
were in any way conducive to the faving of the crew,
being merely calculated to prevent fuch goods and mer-
chandize being ftolen as might chance to be thrown up
in the wreck. The fhip, however, was wrecked very near
the fhore; fo that the crew’s diftrefs and calls for afliftance,
were heard very diftinétly ; but the {well of the fea, which
with the greateft violence wathed over the fthip and broke
againft the ftrand, made it impofiible for them to fave
themfelves in boats, and highly dangerous to attempt it
by {wimming. Some of thofe who ventured to {wim to
{hore, were thrown againft the rocks and dafhed to pieces;
others, as foon as they had arrived at the fhore were car-
ried back again by another wave and drowned. One of
the keepers of the company’s menagerie, who before break
of day, ere the prohibition was made public, had rode out
:z-zrry his fon (a corporal in the army) his breakfaft,
dme by that means to be a {pectator of thefe poor people’s
diftrefs ; at the fight of which he was touched with com-
paffion of {o noble a kind, and at the fame time {o opera-

P 2 tive,
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tive, that feating himfelf firm on his fpirited horfe, he
fwam him over to the fhip; encouraged fome of them
feverally to lay hold of the end of a rope, which he threw
out to them for that purpofe, and others to faften them-
{elves to the horfe’s tail; then turned about, and carried
them fafc on fhore. This animal’s natural aptnefs for
fwimming, the great fize of his body, the firmnefs and
ftrength of his limbs, prevented him from being eafily
overpowered by the {well of the {ea.

But unfortunately this generous and aétive veteran him-
felf became a victim to death. Fourteen young perfons he
had atually faved; and while endeavouring to preferve
more than it was poffible for him to do in fo fhort a time,
he and his horfe were both drowned. The occafion of
this was as follows; after the feventh turn, having {taid a
little Jonger than ufual to reft himfelf, the poor wretches
on board were afraid that he did not intend to return; for
this reafon being impatient, they redoubled their prayers
and cries for affiftance; upon which, his tendereft feeling
being wrought upon, he again haftened to their relief erc
his horfe was fufliciently refted. The poor animal, almoft

A{pent, now funk the fooner under his burden, inafmuch

as too many fought to be faved at one time; and one of
them, as it was thought, happened unluckily to catch
hold of the horfe’s bridle, and by that means drew its head
under water. This bold and enterprizing philanthropiit
commands our efteem and admiration the more, as hechad
put himfelf into this danger for the relief of others, with
out himfelf being able to: fwim. I have therefore confi-
dered it as my pecculiar duty, as well as a pleafure, to
preferve
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preferve his name, which was VoLTEMAD, together with
this gallant exploit of his in thefe pages. Infpired with
fimilar fentiments, the Eaft-India diretors in Holland,
on recciving intelligence of this affair, raifed 2 monument
to his memory, in a manner worthy of themfelves and
him, by calling one of their new-built fhips after his
name, and ordering the whole ftory to be painted on the
ftern. Thefe orders were accompanied with letters to the
regency at the Cape, the contents of which were as fol-
lows: That in cale VOLTEMAD bad left any iffue in the mi-
ktary or civil department, they fhould take care to provide
Jor them, and make their fortune as [peedily and effeually as
pofible.  But unfortunately, in the fouthern hemifphere
they had not all the fame grateful fentiments.  The young
corporal VoLTEMAD, who had been an eye-witnefs to his
father’s having offered himfelf up in the fervice of the
company and of mankind, was refufed his father’s place,
though the appointment to it could fcarcely be confidered
as any promotion. From mere chagrin, therefore, hie had
already quitted that ungrateful country, and was gone to
Batavia, wherce he died before the news of fo great and
unexpected a recommendation could reach him. There
were feveral inhabitants of the Cape, who, while they,
with a laudable emotion, lamented the unhiappy fate of
VorTEMAD and his fon, affirmed, that a fmall line might,
by fome good fwimmer, or by Polfemad himiclf, have
bean handed from the ftrand to the fhip; by means of
{ﬁ;‘sh' one or more {tout ropes might have becn itretched
out between thefe latter, for the purpofe of fuving the

crew, It was likewife thought, that the iffuing of that
{evere
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vz fevere prohibition, and the appointment of the guard of
A~/ foldiers, were not of fuch ufe to the company as they
were imagined to be; as, not to mention other things,
even {0 heavy a commeodity as iron was ftolen away from
the wreck ; which, after the ftorm had abated, and the
fea, that had rifen confiderably, had retired again, as good

as lay upon dry land.

Under the pretence of preventing the people belonging
to the fhip from being plundered, they were directly put
under a guard upon the {pot from that time till the even-
ing; and that without their having taken any refrefhment,
although they were wet and hungry, and wearied out with
the labour of the preceding night. For feveral days after
this they were feen wandering up and down the ftreets,
begging clothes and victuals. One of thefc, indeed, is re-
ported to have met with peculiarly rough treatment. This
was a failor, who, in order the better to {wim for his life,
went off from the wreck almoft naked, and having got
fafe on thore with his cheft, opened it, in order to take out
a waiftcoat to cover his nakednefs; he was, however, not
only hindered in fo doing by a young chit of an officer, but
was obliged to put up with a few ftrokes of a cane into the
bargain; being told at the {fame time, that he was liable
to be hanged without delay on one of the newly-erefted
gibbets ; as, directly contrary to the exprefs prohibition of
government, he had prefumed to meddle with goods faved
from the wreck. The failor excufed himfelf with fayiag,
that it was impoffible for him not to be ignorant of the
prohibition, and that he could clearly prove himfelf to be
the right owner of the cheft by the key of it (which, in

the
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the failor’s fathion, was faftened to his belt,) as well as by
a pfalm-book, wherein his name was written, and which
lay in that fame cheft. Notwithftanding all this, it was
with great difficulty that he faved his neck from the gal-
lows. He was forced, however, naked and wet as he was,
to wait in the fields till the evening, with no other cover-
ing than the fky. Shivering with cold, he at length,
through repeated entreaties, got permiffion to look after
his cheft, and take what he wanted out of it, but now

found it broke open and plundered. To conclude, when

they had taken him to the town, and therc left him near
the gates naked and bare, as above defcribed, he had, how-
cver, the good fortune to meet with a tender-hearted citi-
zen, who immediately, without the leaft hefitation, gave
him the coat off his own back, amd took him to his own
houfe.

This anecdote of the failor I had from one fingle per-
fon only; but though that perfon’s character for veracity
was unimpeached, yet, for the honour of our {pe-
eies, I could heartily wifh, that my informer might be
found to have over-charged his colours in the black paint-
ing he has made of this tranfaction ! On the contrary, ra-
ther may the fame compaffionate law in favour of thofe
who have the misfortune to fuffer fhipwreck, take place
in Europe and its colonies as it does in China! on the coaft

of which kingdom, all fuch as are unfortunate enough to -

Be firanded, whether natives or ftrangers from the moft
Atant country, find not only perfet fecurity for their
perfons and effects, but are likewife maintained and found

in every thing till they get to their own home, whither
they
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they are fent at free coft. Some of the crew of the Fre-
deric Adolphus, a Swedifh veflel, thipwrecked on the Plata
bank, September the 3d, 1761, who landed in their boats
before the Chinefc town Katfie, experienced in its fulleft
extent the efficacy of an cftablifhment that does {o much
honour to mankind. Mr. MauLF, the fupercargo, who
likewife was one of the number, has affured me, that they
were all received with the greateft humanity, maintained
at the emperor’s expence, and conveyed in onc of the
larger kind of Chinefe veflels to the other Europeans at
Canton.

As in the preceding pages I have made mention of the
ftormy winters at the Cape, it may not be improper to give
here a fummary abftrac¢t of my meteorological obfervations
for the months of May, june, and July. With regard to the
temperature of the air I muft previoufly remind the reader,
that I made ufe of a FAHRENHEIT’s thermometer, which was
given me by Dr. FORSTER at our parting; and that the
obfervations taken with it were made in the fthade, in the
open air, between eight and nine o’clock in the morning,
when the temperature of the air was moft like that of the
night. I muft farther remark, that the winters at the
Cape are in general by no means fevere, and that this
winter was reckoned one of the mildeit.

During the firft half of May the thermometer kept fluc-
tuating between 53 and 63 degrees; and during the latter
half, between 5o and 58, excepting on the 27th of this
month, when it was at the loweft, or 49 1, althoughqﬁ:_g
day was clear and the fun fhone. The rainy days in this
month were the 11th, 12th, 1s5th, 16th, 30th; and

among
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among thefe the three firft named were the worft, and ac-
companied with tempeftuous north-weft winds ; fothatwhen
I paffed Zout Rivier on the 11th, the water was no higher
than my horfe’s knees ; but when I repaffed it on the 1 gth,
the water had rifen fo high, in confequence of the rain
and tide, as to reach up to my {addle.

In the month of June the thermometer was between
54 and 60. There was a fall either of rain or fnow on
the 1ft, 2d, 3d, 4th, 14th, 27th, and fo on to the 31t
inclufively. Befides thefe, there were a few other cloudy
days, attended with a high wind; but the remainder re-
fembled our fine fummer days in Sweden. On the 3d, it
rained very violently, when it happened that a quantity of
water which, in the preceding days, had been collected on
the mountain, burft its way down to the town, and filled
the canals there, at the fame time overflowing fome of
the ftreets; fo that for feveral minutes, it rofe to the height
of two or three feet againft the houfes. It likewife wafh-
ed away a fmall wall belonging to a ftone houfe, and car-
ne;j’ -.:unﬂgr the building; at the fame time rufhing into
diﬁer@?ccll'ars

In july, by reafon of fome intervening affairs that hin-
dered me, I obferved the ftate of the weather only till the
19th; during that time, the thermometer kept between

s4'and 59 degrees. - The rainy days were the 6th, 7th,
8th, 11th, 12th; clouds without rain on ‘the 3d, oth,
1oth, 13th, a.nd 14th.
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A VOYAGE TOo THE

S E C T. II.
Preparations for the African Expedition,

URING the major part of the winter months I lived

in the town itelf, and at times made preparations

for my journey in feveral ways, among which might be
reckoned my pracifing phyfic and furgery; as what I ac-
quired by thefe means, was a great help towards equip-
ping me out in the expenfive manner my undertaking re-
quired. My travel]iag purfe was farther fortified by a
lucky fpeculation in commerce, and likewife with fixty
ducats (for which fom I had a right to draw a bill
for acceptance) for my Englith tranflation of our able
Swedith phyfician VAN RoSENTEINs Trestife on the Dif-
eafes of Children. 'This work I undertook and finithed
in the laft year of our cruifing in the South Sea, moftly
in the rougher climates, as 1 at that time was the leaft
taken up with bufinefs of any other kind, except that
of writing; though even in this cafe I was not un-
frequently obliged, on account of the ftormy weati.er,
to cling with my legs round the foot of the table, ana
hold myfelf fatt with one hand, in order to be able ta
6 write
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writc with the other. I take this opportunity of ac-
knowledging my obligations to Meflis. ForsTER for va-
rious alterations they were {o kind as to beftow on the
tranflation here alluded to, which my flender knowledge
of the Englifh tongue made extremely neceflary ; as like-
wife for their taking care of the impreffion of it at London
in the year 1776.

With a view of rendering my intended journey more
agrecable and convenient, I made every poffible enquiry
where I could hear any thing concerning it; but inftead
of gaining any ufeful intelligence, 1 was left more in
the dark than I was before, as moft of the informa-
tion I could colle¢t was confufed and perplexed; the va-
rious accounts I heard, being often contradiftory to each
other, but ftill more frequently clathing with probabi-
lity itfelf. I was chiefly diffuaded from the journev, as
being a very abfurd and dangerous undertaking, efpe-
cially as, being a ftranger, as yet unacquainted with
Africa, and far from rich, I muft neceffarily fubject
myfelf to;every kind of inconvenience; but fince I faw
nothing impoffible in the affair, at leaft not in making
the.experiment, 1 purfued my defign, With this view I
formed an acquaintance and even friendfhip with Mr.
DaNIEL FERDINAND IMMELMAN, a young African, who
before this had, merely for the fake of pleafure, made
a little trip into the country, to which he was induced
by the following fpirited refletion: that it was very lit-
12’ either to his homeur or te that of the other Afri-
can colonifts, that they had negleGed inveftigating their
own gountry, fo that they would foon be obliged to apply to
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J7s. - me and other ftrangers, for intelligence concerning them-
A~ felves and the very place of their refidence. For his own
part, he was eafily perfuaded to enter into all my dcfigns
and favour me with his company; but we were obliged to
lay our heads together and ftand firm by each other, in
order to get the permiffion of his relations. His mother,
a fenfible European lady, together with her lovely daugh-
ter, at length gave their confent, and principally on this
account, that young Immelnan had very weak lungs, and
the beft remedy for him would be to take a long journey
on horfeback, efpecially as he had the advantage of being
accompanicd by a phyfician : and ‘on the other hand, hc
had reafon to fear a more certain and horrid death in
confequence of ‘the complaint he laboured under, than
any. thing that might ‘be apprehended from the attacks
of the roving Hottentots or of the wild beafts up the
country. His father, an old experienced {oldier, wha
had ferved both in Europe and the Eaft-Indies, and was
then lieutenant in the garrifon at the Cape, at length
gave his confent on the’ principle, that'a" lad" fhould
never be fhy or backward, where there was any “dan-
ger. For this purpofe Mr. Dmmehnan provided himfelf
with a good eafy nag, forswhich he gave fifty rix-
dollars; 1 had already bought an erdinary :gaHoway
for thirty-four, and a new baggage-waggon, about the
fize of the ammunition~waggons‘in Sweden, but covered
over with a tilt made of fail-cloth, and finithe& in
the fame manner as thofe in which the ‘peafants ufuﬁl)
travel in this colony. = Thé price “of it" was Hkewife
what was ufually given for thefe carriages, that'isy about

two
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two hundred rixdollars, reckoning feventy-four for the
wood-work, and eighty for the iron-work; the yoke, the
hind chains, and thofe for the traces, the fail-cloth cover-
ing, and a box for the coom, made up the reft of the
fum. To draw a waggon of this kind there are ufually
required five pair of oxen, which I therefore bargained for
at eight rixdollars a head. I further took with me me-
dicines of feveral forts, as well for our own ufe, as for that
of the peafants, to whom they might be of great fervice,
and procure us a better reception. I likewife provided
myfelf with a {mall ftock of glafs beads, brafs tinder-
boxes, ftecls for firiking fire with, and knives, togcther
with {fome tobaceo ;  all thefe were commodities peculiarlv
acceptable to the Hottentots. We likewife took with wus
an oaken cafk, made for the purpofe of keeping ferpents
and other animals in brandy ; alo feveral reams of paper
for drying plants, with leads and mneedles for infedts, and
at the fame time fome neceflary changes of apparel. Nei-
ther did:we forget to take with us plenty of tea, coffee,
chocolate, “and fugar, partly for our own ufe, and partly
to. infinuate ourfclves into the good graces of the yeomen,
who, by reafon of the great diftance they are at from the
Cape, are often without thefe neceffaries. 1 was told in-
deed; that liquors would infallibly anfwer this purpofe
much better ; but the room they took up, their weight,
and the expence of them, prevented me from taking any
with me. .. We were well provided with needles of feveral
_abrts, as by means of thefe, and.a few good words, we
fhould: be enabled to gain the good graces of the farmer’s
daughters, as well as their affiftance in collecting infects.
I bought
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75 1 bought too thirty odd pounds of gunpowder, with a

&:J fmall quantity of ‘which we filled.feveral horns, which we
kept near at hand ; the remainder we emptied into a
leathern bag, and locked it up in my cheft; by way of
keeping ‘it out of the way of the lighted pipes of the
Hottentots. We took with us fhot of different fizes, about
feventy pound in weight, with a tolerable ftock of balls,
lead, and moulds for cafting. It is certain, that the ex-
pence and quantity of this ammunition, was much more
than we were advifed to take with us, or than I myfelf
thought neceflary. On our return to the Cape, however,
after an eight month’s journey, it:was almoft all ufed. 1
would therefore advife every bedy, who may hereafter
undertake an expedition of this kind, to ftock themfelves
well with -powder and fhot. Every fhot does not take
place, and not a little is expended in the fhooting of fmall
birds; fome too muft be fpent in fhooting at marks. Be-
fides, it may happen, as it did to me and my party, that
for {everal weeks together, one may have little elfe to live
upon than what falls before one's gun; not to ‘mention,
that prudence requires one¢ to: be prepared with ammuni-
tion againft the hoftile attacks of.the Bofhies-men and
Caffres.

As the colonifts here are enjoined by the laws. to feize
and bring to the Cape all fuch 2s travel about the country
without being able to fhew a permiffion in writing for
that purpofe, I therefore folicited and obtainped the 8-
vernor’s pafs, requiring that I fhould pafs gvery where fre¢
and unmolefted; and at the fame time that the inhabitants
fhould affift me as far as lay in their power, an receiving

a rea-
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a reafonable compenfation. In another letter, the people 773
belonging to the warm baths in Horttenzats Holland were \wv~4
enjoined to find me in lodging; for this remedy I wus re-
folved to try againft the rheumatic pains 1 experienced in
confequence of the cald, to which I had been expofed in

the Antarétic circle.
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