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the Cape arc capahle of difiinguifhing, or know how to 
turn to their advantage. The river Nile and Egypt it(df 
for infiance, would be full of crocodiles, if their eggs were 
not in a great mcafure deft-royed by the vivtrra icbneumol1. 
In the Eatl-Indies this animal is famous for leffcni ng the 
number of lizards and venomous ferpents, which too much 
ahound there; and the fame fervicc is undoubtedl y done 
by the vivcn'o fpecics in Africa. Thefe certainly corltri­
bntc al(o 'to 'keep the number of mole. withi!l certain 
limits. The ichneumon is likewife ufed to be made tame 
in the Eafi-Indies, fa as to follow its mafier as tractably as 
a dog; and by its means it h as been di (covercd, th at the 
opbiorbizo is an excellent antidote againfl the hi te of fe r­
pents. Probably a difcovery of equal utility m ight be made 
:..t the Cape, if the icbneumon was made tame there, and 
thefe animals were pUlpofely fuffered to be bitten by feve­
ral forts of ferpents" and' at the {arne time it was obferved 
what antidote they had reDOune to ; for natnre, which has 
gi,'en, and indeed 'impofed on the ichneumon the fame cife 

fiee in ~frica as in Afia, viz. to limit the increafc of the 
race of ferpents, has in both places furniil1clI them with 
equally good weapons, and an equally good prcfen-ative. 
Experiments of this kind certainly deferve to be made with 
thc viverra genetfa, and fame others of that genus. The 
folliculus of this latter. creature contains a kind of mufk, in 
all, probability not -without fame particular intention in its 
all-wife Creator, nor ,without fame ufe to the animal itfelf; ' 
llCrhaps; indeed" for dut of men, when they ihall be ",t th" 
pains to make ,the difcovery. 

It 
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It would not be arnifs to make mention in this place of 
a third fpecies of viverrn, which is found in thefe parts, 
though I did not get a fight of it till after my return from 
the South-Sea; this was the viverrn putoriui, which an ac­
quaintance of mine caught on Mr. DIlEIJER'S farm at R on­
t4hoJch, fituated nearer to the Cape than to Alphen. This 
animal is not Imown to be found any where but here and 
in North America; in one word, in the northern parts of 
the new . world, and the fouthernmoft promontory of the 
01<1, which is directly contrary to what M. BUHON fays he 
is morally certain of. The furelt fiep thIS great and m,(­
te.rly natural hiftorian could have taken, would have been 
to have contented himfelf with the COll,l:empJation of na­
ture, which is never without its ufe, without endeavour­
iug to lay down univerfal laws for her; as if no other 
animal could be common to the old and new world, thau 
thofe which could eafily pafs by land from Ajia to .America. 

In one of my excuruons between Alphen and Rondebo/cb, 
near a marthy place in a dale, I came unawares upon an 
aniu:\al with. which I was totally unacquainted; but not­
withftanding it was within 70 or 80 paces of me, I could 
not .get a perf~ view of it, on account of the intervention 
of the buOles, and the creature's running away immediate­
I y. It did not feem however abovo t\u'ee. feet and a half 
high, but from its alb-grey colour, and remarkably heavy 
gait in running, I was induced to think. it could be nothing 
elfe than a young bippapatnmuJ, or, as.it was here called, 
a SEA-COW. CreatljreS·of this kind are, indeed, never feen 
in this part of the country; but they. are ufed to wander 
far, fo that perhaps this had the night before chanced to 
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/tray from Zeekoe-valley, near Fa(fe-bay, a place to which 
they frequently refort. Were it fo, I am · not at all forry 
that I did not get a nearer view of a creature otherwife fo 
very dangerous, as, according to my ufual cufiom, I had 
no other weapon about me than my knife and infeCt-fcilfars. 

The reader will fcarcely imagine, that the fauna and 
flora CapenJis would this fummer leave me any time for the 
hyp or vapours; I muft, halliver, confefs, that fome foli­
tary and idle hours, combi'- with other circumftances, 
now and then gave room and occafion for envy and dif­
guft. The days at the Cape, by reafon of the greater vi­
cinity of that place to the equator, are iliorter in fummer 
than with us. Urged by an ardent zeal and inclination for 
natural hifiory, I could not help repining, that in a place 
where I h ad the beft opportunities for this purpofe, I found 
my h ands tied, in fome meafure, by other bulinefs in the 
day-time, and in the long evenings was in want of books and 
many other necelfary helps ; but I more particularly felt 
the want of friends, and of fociety with fome one, who Cet 
a proper vahle upon ftudy, particularly on the ftud y and 
inveftigation of nature, of which here follows an inftance. 

A Cape phyfician, who had ftudied fame time in Hol­
land, paid me a vilit at the villa where I refided, and 
afked, I do not know upon what accafion, to fee my 
herbal. Ii for my part, was in the higheft degree defirous 
to give myfelf, as well as him, this pleafure, as I could 
not but hope to learn the virtues of divers plants in medi­
cine. But in thefe hopes I foon found myfelf deceived; 
the African lEfculapius knowing fcarcel y the names, much 
Jefs the ufe, of anyone plant. On this fubjeCt the coun-
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try people had already given me fame, though upon th<. 
whole, but little information. Of fame hundred plonts 
tInt Ilaid before him pafted in a book, we had fcarcel y turn­
ed over the third part, before he began every now amI 
then to gape. I therefore thought it high time to give 
another turn to the converfation, and eeafed to trouhle him 
any longer with my enquiries. Inftead of that, I endea­
voured to roufe him out Of_5 dream, by COnlJ11Unicating 
to him my thoughts of ttWJvirtues of fueh and fuch an 
herb; for what diforders fuch a particular plant mig ht be 
tried with [.,fety and hal"" of fuceef,; and this in coI11,,­
quence of ~ts affinity and fimilitude to other plants alre.1<ly 
known, and whofe virtues had undergpne the teft of ex­
perience, or Cas far ",one might conclude from hence) 
from the place it held among the natural orders, &c. My 
vilitor all this while was neither polite nor intelligent enough 
to give his affcnt to what I [aid, but continued yawning 
and gaping. I therefore left above half the plants untouch­
ed, and turned the difcourfe to the fubject of commerce 
and fllipping, upon which the converfation immediately 
became more lively; an event, which did not at all fur­
prize me; for this worthy phyfician's income depended 
more upon merchandize, than upon Apollo and the Mufes ; 
and it is . much the fame cafe with the reft of the faculty 
at the Cape, to the great prejudice of the ·fiek in particular, 
as weJl as to that of natural knowledge and the art of 
medicine in general. 

'Should this journal ever chance to fall into the hands of 
the phyfician, who ·was pleafed to yawn over the collection 
of ufefu] limples that I h ad the honour of Jaying before 

him, 
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him, it is to he hoped, he will kindly excule my having 
"borrowed fa pleafing all original as himfcJf, in order to 
give a more lively idea of the great efteem and credit in 
which botany fiands with tbe collective body of lEfculapius's 
fons in Africa. I mufi:, however, do hitn thejufticc to con­
fefs, that he was really, in my opinion, the mofi able of the 
faculty in that part of ,x he world. 1 acknowledge with gra­
titude all the civilities he afterwards fhewed me; but he 
muft not take amifs my not .being able to conceal a truth, 
which difcovers the reafon of thefmall progrefs made by 
the fi::iences in Africa, and, perhaps, in fome other parts of 
the globe: he will likewlfe pardon the freedom I have 
taken, in fetting the whole affair forth in its natural co­
lours, jufi as it apf!earcd to me; as in fuch cafe, the reader 
is enabled to pafs fentenee of judgment himfelf, frequently 
better, perhaps, than could be done by the relator. 

H SEC 1'; 
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s E c T. IV. 

Trip to Paarl. 

SINCE my dcfign, as I have already (lid, is to give m y 
readers the defcription of this country and people in 

the fame order and manner, in which I myfclf hecame 
acquainted with them, I have thought 'proper to infcrt in 
this place an account of an excurlion I took to Poor! and 
its environs, juft as I drew it up immediately on 111Y re­
turn home, in a letter to a worthy friend and quondam 
{hip-mate. It is written in the true fea-fiyIe, the dcfcrip­
tions and narrative being plentifully interlarded with divers 
phrafes in commun ufe among the gallant fans of N <p­
tune. 

5 I R, 

With a carcafe quite wearied out, I am jult returned 
home from a journey on foot over the parched and torrid 
plains of Africa, after having had occation to vitit feveral 
African boors. So they here call a fet of hearty honelt 
fellows, who, though they do not, indeed, differ in rank 
from our Swedilh peafants, and make no better figure than 
the yeomen in our country, are yet for the molt part ex-

tremely 
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>tremely wealthy. On the 9th of OOloher in this prdcllt 
year, I fet out for the Cape, to fec the burghers periorm 
their exercifc, and likcwifc, according to a previous agree­
lnent with Mr. 0 G, a countryu1an of our':; , to tak..e a 
view of the vegetable and animal produOlions of this coun­
try. By this you will find, Sir, that I intended to kill two 
birds with Olle franc. \Vith regard to the military opera­
tions, the brave-warriors kept within doors on the lotb 
on acconnt of the high wind, which indeed was fa violent 
at the bottom of Lion-mountain, whither I went out " 
uotanizing, that I was feverol times obliged to lay myfclf 
<Iown upon the ground. On the I nh the whole burgefijr 
turned out into tlle fielc.l; 1he coats, as well of the horfe as 
of the foot, were, to be furc, all hlue, :but of fueh dif­
f erent Ihades, that they might as well h ave been red, pur­
ple and yellow. Their waifreoats, particularly thofe of the 
infantr)" were brown, blue and white, in (hart all the 
colours of the rainbow. A French .priefr, clothed in .black, 
with red heels to 'his ilioes, ftood near me, and could not 
help expreffing to me ·his .amazement at feeing {neh a party­
coloured equipment. However, this did not hinder them 
from going throngh their exereifc extremely well, as a 
great number ·of them were Europeans, who had ferved in 
1he lafr war in Germany, and iinee that time had been in gar­
Tifon at the 'Cape, when, in eonfequence ,?f having 'fervetl 
·five years, they -had become denizens of ,the country. ·Am­
:bitious, therefore, of keeping up theirmilitary .replltatioIl, 
and puffed up with pride in confequenGe of their f uperiority 
jn pOint of fortune, they-took it into their·.hends feveral years 
ago to confider it as a very difgracoful cireumfrance, that 
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they il:lOuld be obliged to nuke fi'ont againft the garrifom, 
wh ich, on their fide, felt themfc!vcs fo much hurt Ly the 
coml'arifon, that the attack became very ("erious; fo tha!: 
among other things they loaded on each fide with coat­
buttons, pieces of moncy, and the like. Siuce this acci­
dent, both thefe corps are never exercifed at one and the 
fame time. Being di'fappointcd at not having the company 
of our countryman, I fet off on my expedition with a Mu­
latto for m y guide, whom I hired for a quarter of a rix­
dollar per diem. Over his ilioulder he carried a fiaff, at 
one end of which hung m y apparatus for keeping my 
herbs, at the 'other a counterpoife compafed of a wallet 
filled with provifions and a few clothes. This ~lide of 
mine, proud of the name of baJlard, foon· gave me to un­
derftand, that he was no fl ave, as moft of the blacks are, 
but .was free-born by his m other's fide, as her mother was 
a Hottentot, and her father an European <as he fllppofe,t) 
of a tolerable good famil y. To make iliort of my fiory., 
I quitted the town, implicitly following my blind defiiny 
and my tawny pilot. We fteered our courfe north-wefi, 
and after a number of traverfes over the pbins, by twelve 
o'clock we had got to the gallows. Heus Yiator! Here we 
ftopped a little to contemplate the tIDeertainty of human 
life. Above half a fcore wheels placed round it, prefellt­
ed us with the moft horrid fubjeCts for this purpofe; the 
inevitable confequences, and at the fame time the moo 
flagrant pioofs of flavery and tyranny; monfiers, that never 
fail to generate each other, together with crimes and mif­
demeanors of every kind, as foon as either of them is once 
introduced into any country. The gallows itfelf, the largeft 
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'I ever faw, ''':is indeed' of itfdf a fufficiently wide door t(} 
eternity; but wa3 by no mC:l113 too large for the purpofc 
of a tyrannical government, that in fo linalI a town as the 
Cnpt , could find feven victims to be hanged in chains. 
Farther 0 11, where the fand had been formed into a hanl 
mats by the rain-water lying upon it, I found. a number 
of cicindciJ:: Ikipping about, of an unknown fpecies. At 
this my companion, who had never before feen an infeCt­
hunter, feIl a laughing as if he 1V33 out of his wits, and 
fcemed all wonder and afioniihment_ 

There is not a bridge to be found il1 all Af,.ica; We were 
therefore obliged to wade over fame pretty deep brooks and 
ri vcrs ; fo that bcrborizing , it mufl: be owned, is a very 
t roubJcfome bufinefs here; but then, on the other hand, 
the harvefi is rich. As foon as I had fat myfeJf down, . I 
made a curious difcovery of a remarkably prickly rum c .• 
(or dock), and likewife of the trib,,/us terrd/ris. Now 
and then we rambled up :10,1 down recruiting for my 
regiment of infeCts, and my colleCtion of plants·; ' an em­
ployment which, in proportion as it enlivened my mind, in­
fufed frdh fpirits into my body, and firength inte my. limbs. 
Thefe latter I had Iikcwife an opportunity of relling on the 
following occafion. Among the \vagg(}!ls that overtook us, 
there was one drawn by fIx pair of oxen, after the fa!hion 
of the country. In this a flave Jay afleep, as drunk as 
David's fow, likewife in a great meafure after the country 
fa!hioD. Another ·however more faber than he, fat at· the 
helm, with a. whip, the handle of which was thr{!c times 
the length of a man, and the thong in proportion. In 
this country they never ufe reins to their oxell, for which 
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reafon. though he flourilhed his whip about from righ\: 
t{) left with great dexterity, the bcafts not being under 
much difcipline heaved continually from,larboanl to ftar­
board, fometimes .erofs the rDad, and fometimes along-firle 
of it; fo that the driver was not unfrequently obliged to 
jump off fr~m the waggon, in order toimprefs his fCnti­
ments with the greater energy on the foremoO: oxen of 
the team. The waggons are fo large and wide in the car­
riage that they cannot eafily "vertum, and where the road 
is 'woffe than ordinary, th(;; forclnoft oxen are llfually 
led. ·Up in ·thewllggon fat a Dutchman, who beillg much 
hart at feeing me on foot, very courteoully obliged me, 
together with my fervant, to get into tlie waggon and ride. 
In -about ·the ·fame latitude we were overtak.en by a farmer. 
W'" hailed ·one another, that -is, we called to, and f,uuted 
each obher, as fuips.(\o at fea; and were informed by him, 
that he 'was a Motber-country Iud .(fo the Europe'llls arc 
called here), and had a wife and family near the f'wmly­

four· rivers, at ~he diftance ·of .forty :UUI'S from thence, 
inene . ofrhep7ettieft fpdts,to his mind, in !lae 
·whelccountry. But '1 now began to reileCt, that neither 
TOI1RNEFORT · in the Levant, nor LINNJrUS in the Lap­
land meuntains, nor .'!Dy other ;~ft,had ever gone out 
a 'herborizing 'in~, 'lll<-yoei ~ig<>n,:md at the fame 
time: that my ftuaies ·and ·mlle.!l>ioiis ·could he in no wife 
forwarded bya carrmge 'Of this kiifldi ,moreover, that al­
·though by ' this means my legs might get [orne. eafe, !lae 
other parts ,{)fme 'woulclfUlfer for ';t ·in confequence .of 
the jolting of the ocarriage; therefore taking to my feet 
again, I went on till I arrived atthe·company's farm. The 
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freward (or as they call him there, the baas) prefented 111<: ' 77" 

~vith a glafs of a ftrong-bodied wine, which was by no ~ 
nleans adapted to quench my thirft; but the water here 
was brackiih, and had a faIt tafte, anil they had ·no milk 
nor cows, although there was upon the farm a conlider-
able number of horfes and other cattle. The reafon of 
this was, that in fuch places there is ufually ftatioHed a 
guard of foldiers, who care more for wine than · milk; 
the rafture was Iikewife greatly in fault, being unfavour-
able for milch-cows, and drying up their milk. I there-
fore took leave of the baas, an appellation given to all the 
chrifti",,' here, particularly to bailiffs and farmers. The 
next farm belonged to a peafant, who was a native of Afri-
ca. I now took it into my head for the firft time, to make 
a trial of this people's fo much boafl:ed hofpitality ; but 
unluckily the man himfelf was gone to the review at the 
Cape, and had left only a few ilaves at home, under the 
command of an old Crone, who faid that the bed-clothes 
were locked up. I could ealily perceive, !hat ihe had as 
little delire to harbour me, as I had to ftay with her. It 
was now already dark, but notwithftanding this and m y ftiff 
and wearied legs, I refolved to go on to another farm-
houfe, that appeared in fight. We miffed our way in a 
dale, and wandered among the thickets and buihes. The 
jacka/is; or African toews, now began their · nightly fere-
!lade, r retty much in the fame notes as our. foxes in Eu-
rope; frogs and awls filled up the concert with their h or-
ridly pl.ilUivc accompanimeot. At length we carne to " 
little rifrog ground, whence we could again difcern the farm, 
and diEwver the right road. A guard of dog" which in 
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Africa are aliowcd the unlimited privilege of falling foul 
on [uch foot pa/fcngers of a night, (the later the more liahle 
to fu!i>i cion,) fet upon us, .nu frightened us not a little. 
It was now ha'.[ an hour paft eight; however, as the 
I'.::ople were not yet in bcd, they came out to our affift­
ance, fo that we received no other wounds than thofe in­
flicted on the fkirt, of our coats. We were turned into 
the kitchen, where we heard a piece of news, that found­
ed .like a thunder-clap to us; this was, that the baas or 
frc\-\ranl ·was gone .to the review, and that every accommo­
dation was lock.eu up. But I felt the prellure of this dif­
ficulty ftill more at break of day. In the mean time the 
nave; with the greateft good-nature and refpeet, begged 
me to be fo kind as to make fhift with a little tea and bread 
which he had of his own. My fervant, together with 
this houfe-flave, and another that looked after the cattle, 
fell on board a loaf of coarfe bread and lard; to them a 
moft delicate and favoury difh. After they had deliberated 
fume time upon the matter in the Portugucfe language, 
! was put into the .ahfent baas's own bed· chamber. The 
bed was tolerable, but the floor was made of loam, the 
walls bare, and the whole furnitJ1re confifted of a cracked 
tea-canifter, with a few empty bottles, and a' couple of 
chairs. 

As the door would not lock-! fet the chairs againft it, 
fo tIlat in cafe any ;lttemptfllOuld be made againft my life 
I might be awakened by the noife. After this I laid myfelf 
do~ to fleep, . wit)r' a drawn knife under my pillow. The 
many murders tIlat, to my knOWledge, were committed in 
t!)is country, rendered this caution extremely necetrary. 

The 
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.'I'l.e next morning I began to afk for my breakfaft, which ~~i 
confifted of fome ftale fmalt, a kind of lard prepared and ~ 
kept ill a wooden trough, to be ufed by way of butter; I 
likewife got hold of a chop of venifon, which they broiled 
for me, but feafoned it too high with pepper. My hun-
ger made me fo civil, as not to fttow any flight to my black 
hoft's entertainment, but I did not fit long at table. An 
unexpeCled but very v~oIent quarrel, carried on in the Por­
tuguefe language, whiCh I did not underftand, now arofe be-
tween the domeftic flave and the cow-keeper. Both their 
black faces looked ' like coals on ' fire. At laft the latter 
taking out his knife, the other was forced to buy him 
off 'Yith a large flice of ' meat ; upon which light-
ing his breakfaft pipe, he went his way, after they had 
on both fides renewed their friendfttip with looks of the 
utmoft,cordiaJity. However, for all this feeming recon­
,ciliation, the houfe"flave took a cruel revenge on his an­
tagonift's dog, wbich 'happened to ftay behind in the 
kitchen. Yet, notWithftanding his having been gtiilty of 
fo mean an aClion, this flave had' caught fo much of the 
generous flame of the African hofpitality, that I could 
not eafily perfuade him l\:) accept of a trifling acknow­
ledgment for hisJervicCs. : SOOn after break of day I fet 
out again on my journey, when, for ,~ fuft time [mce 
my arriVal in thefe partS, my, eyes were gratified with the 
fight of extewfive"rom-lieJds, which were' now in full ver-
dure, with their ' blades riling a ' foot out of the ground; 
for in Tyger-mountain diftriGt, where I was at this time, the 
tillage of com is the hufbandman's ,chief employ. Wheat 
and l>arIey, however, are tbe only forts of corn that are 
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' 772.~' found in the whole colony. The former is uCed only to be 
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VvV bread. the latter merely for the l1urpofe of foddering 
horfes;~ partly ill this Way, that the green com is cut down 
in the blade once ,or oftener according as the growth of it 
will admit, andpanly by grinding it into groats, and then 
mixing .it with the cut fira'll\' for their horfes as foon as it 
comes to its full growth, as is praa:ned ~w:ith us. About ten 
o'clock I took fueIter from the rain in a £ann·,houfe, where 
I found the female flaves finging pfalms, while they were 
at their needle-wOl"k. Their mafter, being pofiidfed with 
a zeal for religion quite unufual in this COulllI'Y, had pre­
vailed with them to adoptlthis godly cuftom; but with that 
fpirit of reconomy whioh univerfally prevails among thefe 
coJonifts, he had not permitted them to be initiated into the 
community ofchriftians by baptifm; fillee by that means, ac­
cocding to the laws of the land, they would have obtained their 
freedom, and he would b..ve loft them ffOm his fcrv;ce" This 
'very godly boor Was born lit Berlin, and had been mate of 
a ihip in the Eaft~lndies. This occaiioned us to enter into 
a converfation an, *vi6tories rif his n;n.II;h-loved monarch, 
,and in the fpace of''an hOUl" aner that, upon every fobject 
that oould be imagined. My; ,iliro311:iliU fdt ,as if it was 
burnt up wiilipepper, aad my , ~cla was tormented 
With hunger. The .Ji<>rmer ",a~ ~ ~~d bya rouple of 
gla/fes of wine; bat'bciJJg .:dl>aam:!l. tf) ,.complain .,M the 
latler, I left it t<> i~ fate to wiait tilt-:.Wl..n (",hell perhaps 
I migh~ chance 1»< gillt.an :il).vitation from .fome good foul,) 
·antl· petUrned to my ~ca\ ,calling ."",Q .occ"l'ation among 
theDlm!>s and llutbes, with 'W'.hiahtWs country ~ .aImaft 
entiA>ly ,co~red, ~epWag ncb fjUS .as arecuhi<Yated. 

4 Hardly 



CAP E 0 F GOO D HOP E. 

,Hardly a il:ick of wood, indeed fcareely any wild tree, is to 
he feen here. The foil hereabouts, viz. rolmd about 
''1Jger-berg and Koe-ber%, is, to all appearance, moftiy a dry 
harren fand or gra-vel;' yet', in this diftrict, fo full of hil­
locks, there are certain dales covered with mould, and 
yielding a plentiful harvefi to a few peaf.nts, who appJ y 
to the culmre' of lemon, orange, and pomegranate-trees. 
At three in the afternoon I arrived at the houfe of farmer 
Van der Spoei, \1'1'10 W<iS a widower; and an African born, 
amI likewife brother to the perfon, who, YOIl know, i, 
proprietor of the red or old Conjiantia. Without feeming 
to take the leaft notice, he il:ood il:ock-il:ill in the houfe­
paffage waiting JOI,my coming 'up, and then did not ilir a 
lingle ficp to meet me, but taking me by the hand, 
greeted me with Good day! wdcome I how aye you? wbo 
a,.e you' a glaJs oj wine t a pipe oj tobacco? will you eat 
any tbin.l[ ? I anfwerad hi. <1l1efiions in the fame order as 
he put them, and:lt the fame time accepred of the offer he 
made at the clofe :or- 'thet1l:" Hi. daughter, a clever wel1-
behaved girl abduinwelve or fourteen years of age, fet on 
the table a fine breaft ' of. lamb, with ih;werl carrot. for 
fauce; and, after dlnntr 'ofh-ed me th Mth fo goe<l a 
graee, thatt Mrdly'lne\i;< 'Wbich to' prefer, my ' entertain­
ment or my fair"ciolitio'tldant: Dlfcri!tl(jg' and goodnefs of 
heart' might beptlamlt' 'read in the cinmteoance and de­
meanour of both ' t:itiiir 'and child'. I fev~ral times ad­
dreited myfel" to my lioft., in ordet til break in upon his 
iilenee. ' His an(\,veiii ",:ere '1hOI'I ' and' difere'et; 'bUt upon 
the wnole, he never began, the converfation' himfelf, any 
f:u-Uter than.to aik me to fiay wi!!h-theni that night: how-

l 2. ever, 
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' 77" ever, I took leave of him, not without being much .f­
April. 
~ fetten with a benevolence as uncommon to be met with, 

as undeferved on my part. In my great zeal for botany, 
I did not pay the leaft attention to ' my ftiff and wearied 
legs., but hobbled as well as I could over the dry and tor­
rid hills, ' moving all the day long as if I Was upon ftilts. 
Towards evening I felt m yfelf lefs weary, as, by a conti­
nuation of the motion of walking and jumping, my limbs 
were grown more pliable. Not far from the farm we had 
a brook to crofs, where we met with a female nave, who 
very ofiidoufly and obligingly £hewed us the £halloweft 
places. She feemed to lay her account in rei:eiving fome 
. amorous kind of acknowledgment, in which £he could not 
be otherwife than difappointed, as £he had the misfortune 
to meet with a delicate as well as a weary philofopher. In 
the evening 1 arrived in good time at a farm, where the 
father and mother were from home; but Majler J ohn and 
MiJs SuJey gave me h011fe-room notwithftanding. It was a 
han4fome building, and, like all the reft on the road, com­
pofed .partly of brick, .and partly of well-wrought ' clay. 
bUiwithout any either floor thim the bate earth. I had 
in\Cnded to go on f.r(her,·' bUt''Wl).en ·1 faw a large chum 
' on '1he floor, 'and, heard fit!nr ·SUfey's ·'own mouth, that 
they had thirty ·~ rail maY 'im~e that I did not 
think of going,efP«i;dly .as 'l 'hSd feldol1l found ' milk 
very plentifulflD(£my' arijval in Afm, ' The farm was. 
wd. toyield abQUtthnle tbo~andtwo hundtedbWhels of 
coin yeany, ,whichwai.from .ten to fifteen timeS the qu~­
tity.. that was (own. A good -wheaten 10at",ligM and, 
well-baked, and. about twO. feet in. diameter, was fet upon 

the 
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the table, and of this, with fome milk and frefu butter, 
I made an excellent meal. They feemed to take a great 
pleafure in entertaining me, and (though they /trove to 
cDnceal their laughter) appeared highly entertained in their 
turn with my broken Dutch, . and my apparatus fDr catch­
ing and preferviug infeCts. My collection Df herbs. they 
liked very well, as they themfelves prepared a kind of 
plaifter with herbs ' and wax. The next mDrning they 
brought me coffee, which I left untouched, it being full 
of grouts, and, according to the cuftom of the country, 
as weak as fmall beer. However, I fet out again on my 

jDurney, quite lively and brilk after the high treat I had 
had Df milk. . 4' my box of infects was already quite 
full, I was obliged to put a whDle regiment Df flies and 
Dther infects round the brim of my hat. On the road we 
paffed a cow-keeper, who ' was roailing a fmal! tortoife, 
the flefu of which tafted like that of a chicken. Two Dr 
three miles 'farther Dn we met with a fuepherd, that was 
regaling himfelf withroaft lamb at his mafter's expence. 
My companiDn, who knew the full value of his liberty, ex­
preffed great futisfaCtic.>n at finding, that poor flaves had 
fometimC$ an opportunity of revenging themfelves on'their 
tyrants. by a breach . D£:'.I:rq(t. He infDrmed- me, that it 
was commen for.1hepherdl!.' who. hm!' :rigid and niggardly 
maften, whea.·'11 ewe ·had . twins, to. keep always ' Dne Df 
them for. themfelves,' and very Dften the other too; when­
ever they had; an opportunity of concealing the theft. At 
three o'clock we came to. another farm: Here I had fome 
conver£ation with the old lady of .the hDufe about her gout, 
ach.1he had . ~.herhan~ and.feet, and at the fame time 
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' 77 " concenling her good man's rheumatifm, which in order toga' 
April. 
~ rid of hy fiveating, he .was gone on a journey to the warm 

baths. A boufe plaiftered up in a Hovenly manner with 
clay, a heap of dirty iCabby children, • female Have drag­
ging after her a heavy iron cbain failened to one of her 
legs, the features of the old woman herfelf, her peaked 
nofe, ber perpetually fcolding her fervants, and !aftly, her 
entertaining me with nothing but cold water, plainly indi­
cated that poverty dwelt in her houfe, and at the [.me 
time that the gout had in her choleric temperament a very 
fertile foil to grow;n. She advifed me to fet myfelf down 
in the Paar' (. traCt of ground a little way from tbence . 
planted with vines, and inhabited by vin~-dre{fers,) in or­
der to make my fortune by turning qu.rl. She infoml­
ed me, tbat there had been a phyfician there before, who 
had bad no praCtice, as bis price was too high . She faid, 
that 1he never could, nor ever 1hould be perfuaded to be 
bled, or to take any kind of phyfic; neverthelefs, fhe 
thought it very comfortable for a penon to have accefs to 
" phyfician in cafe,o[ 1iclmefs. You fee, Sir, that an 
African celtage wiIJ ·affurdyou a .view of mankind, fim;­
l;uo· to what you m;o.y hive · b¥l-initbe ·-palaces of Europe, 
w~,e (it ·muJ): he; ;OWlled) t1u:y' <:all in pbyf1cians to their 
am,itance, but fe~t.ai1 \0 mllliage ~Ives in a great 
~ure accordingi to itheir OW'll caprice. In· purfuaru::e of 
t4!:- .,form<ltiOl'l I get IIxXlk the road ,to· the right;· whicb, 
l was t.o14, would :"""Y,me,.to ·the houfe of a ricb and in­
~'-widow of fifty-two, years of age. My fervant, who 
was acquainted there, warned me not to· frighten the 8""'i 
WQIIl;in, iuro fits witb my infeCb;. !luck P'll the brim of fIIy 
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hat; for which reafon, baving arrived there about five 
o'clock, and been well received by her, I t<>ok care to turn 
the crown of my hat away from her, and afterwards hid 
m y hat in a corner of the room. Immediately my mouth 
was crammed with bread, butter, an,1 cheefe, wine and 
tea, and at the fame time was employed in giving dilfer­
tations on the gout, apoplexy, yiolent bleedings at the 
nofe, coughs, and her poor decc.fed hufuand's dropfy. 
The good lady was attentive to hear, and I to eat, as much 
as ever my lectures . would permit me. During thefe, a 
tell-tale hulfey of a female flave, ·who was a favourite with 

_ }l£!: mi!lTeC" had been pumping my fervant in the kit­
chen', on which flle whifpered her miftrefs in the ear, 

o . ' 

that my h at was full of little beafts (Aleinc bdljo.) The 
old Iaely immediately qUitted the fine inilructions that t 
waS about giving her with ref"pect to diet, in order to go 
and look at the ftrange and wonderful fi ght that was to be 
feen all my hat. But · "hat aitonifl1ed her the moft in this 
aftair was, to fee the· 1i~ an;mals run through · the body 
with pins, and faftened to the btim of my hat. An ex­
planation was req·uj,red on the fpot. It was now ne(eJTary 
for me to ·ceafe eatint; ·a ,while, for f~.;.l1' of being eh · )Jk.ed 
with fo~ sf,the h;g .wOIF\iI5·l\Il<llong Dutch· phrafes, w hieh I 
was oblige~ te'..rom on the f.pot, in ~ to' convince her of 
lhe ·great utility ·of · 'W1derftanding 'thefe little an>mals for 
medica} aruI _omkllf purpofes, and> st ·fue fame time to 
the glory of thegJ"'atCreatot. ·Fortunntel>y fer me I defe:mt­
ed 1m this· f1.'lbject with great fuccefs, though nor without 
{orne inquietude; for, in cafe I had not fucceeded, I fllouJd 
~.iIlJy have been turned out of doors for a co:ljuror (bex-

?llCljler :) 
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mt¢er:) but now, on the contrary, the good woman 
begged me to fiay,. and I promifed myfelf a good night's 
reft in fuch an elegant and well-furnllhed houfe. Soon 
after the~ came a light cart. with 'company. This con­
ftfted"firft, of her daughter; fecondly, of a very ftout fat 
.country 'fquite ,or yeoman, Mr. M ., " , who was faid to 
be able ,to giYe:eac.h of his daughters Jour thoufand gui­
neas on their Illamage, one of whom had, by fome acci­
dent or other, already lain in of a black child, the father 
of which, as a reward for his kindnefs, had been advanced 
from the condition of flave to that of prifoner for life in 
one ' of, the RoDben, ifies, and the lady herfelf to that of 
wife to her father'li bailiff; thirdly, the 'fquire's half bro': 
ther, ftill more corpulent than himfelf: The ' father of 
thefe gentlemen was a native of Livonia, and had been a 
foldier 'in the Swedifil fervice. They had feen an infeCt­
hunter before, but when they looked into my collection of 
herbs, and found it to contain not only flowers, but like­
wife gra(s and fmall branches ,ofA hrubs and trees, they 
could not fqcbear Ijlpgh,* at, ' {lght fo uhexpected. The 
young lady, got f!p!ii 'me aU ,the)ntelligenceI could give 
beF on ti)e , fubject of pimple6"and.,fJeIlkles, ,and, by way 
of r~imbwfmg . myfdf, + a~~icL,l1erf,exe~ ., <:l!l"ilio~ con­
q:rnmg, domelhe r_11lS ,andit)l.ef,~,path, which file 
bad, lately ufed fo(i l~ we,ek&. ;:, ,,~heJikewife, together 

,wit/!. her motber, ' lId~, llle to pr;ufufe ,phyfie inPAARL; 
QI1t iUs a great pitY, ,th.;y , .<Wed; that • man whofeerns 
to.1W'If;rftand our ditoroen fo , well, ihQU)4, (peak our lan­
guage, fo ,iij, 
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There was no milk to he had here, but the want of it 
,,'as amply fupplicd by a very good and weU-drcffcd [up­
per. The wine went round in bumpers to each others 
healths, and to the continuance of our friend!hip and ac­
quaintance. The converfation turned upon various fub­
jeers, and among others, thofe of corpulency, and the cultom 
of fleeping after dinner; and the efficient caufe of thde, 
viz. the Livonian gentlemen's ufe of the warm bath in 
this climate, was difcuffed with great precifion. We wHh­
ed one another a good night; but I myfelf re!ted very ill; 
for the unufually purfy batchelor, who feU to my fhare, 
fnored continually, and proved very troublefome. He look­
ed' irldeed very good-humoured, as well as his lively and 
plaijirige hroeder, out was not able to fay much; and when 
he did fpeak, he wheezed fa much, as to be for the moil: 
part lU1intelligible to me. He puffed and blowed more in 
puttillg on his fhoes and !tockings, than I did when I lail: 
went up Table-mountain. The next morning I bid thefe 
good people adieu, and took the road leading to Mountain­
rh:er in Paarl. The ferry lay a good deal out of my way, 
who had no particular bufrnefs to tranfaer on the other 
fide; fo that having obferved an uncultivated illet, three 
or four fathoms dillant from the bank, where the fhecp 
,and goats could not get to foreftall, me in the blooming 
produce of the foil, I ventured over ,on fame bundles of 
the palmitcs, I fpoke of above, (acorus palmita) which were 
fo fmooili and brittle, that, if I had chanced to make the 
leaft flip, I muft have been inevitably drowned by getting 
between them, or elfe under them. My hat and queue ex­
cepted, I went a botanizing on this illand in the r.,me drefs 
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as Adam \vore in his ftate of innocence. My fldn quite 
parched up by the fun, ferved, however, to convince me, 
thO! I had loft in my little paradife the dominion over the 
gnats arid horfe-flies. Thefe diminutive animals foon 
obliged !pe to turn back and put on my clothes, when I 
afterwards IJotanized along the conrfe of the rivet, and fo 
paffing through feveral farms, I :irrived at Paarl at jl mil­
ler's, who w~s fitting and taking his afternoon's nap. A 
more ferious and even feemingly [urly chap, I never faw 
in my life . He fet before me an olel crazy chair, and with­
out a/king who I was, faid directl y, What will you cht!!e 10 

have' (Wal zal ye bruikm 1') I fce, replied I, you. h.v.e 
got fonJe tea, be fa kind as to give tne fome bread to it, for 
I am both hungry and thirfty; 1 have fpent the whole day in 
culling of fimples. Wbat, bave lou ealnotbin%'to-day ~ Girl, 
bring lome meat, brtad, and a bottle of witte I fay s the crofs­
grained old fellow. Accordingly I ate my belly fuJI, and 
afterwards dtank. to his health; during the whole of which 
time he Was fmoking hi~.pipein filcnee, ~d poring over an 
aftrologie.t altnana~ of'tfu: taft i:ehtury. During all which 
time, he did not once 'addrefS" liHhfelf to me; and to a queftion 
or two r '.iked him, he anfweted me fo thort, that I ima­
gined he was extremelydifp/eafed with my vifit, and there~ 
fore could fiot help 'p:effing hiinro aci:eptof a peco.rriary 
ttCompence for my . entertain'~el'lt. He anfwered me po­
:fitiV'ely with a moft irlilexible ait, No; 'fhat [ certainly mil 
'!rot, it iJ our duty..fo q/JiJ1 traveOen. ,",or my fetvam, 
Without my 'knowl&ige, had ordered a 'gtltId ' lunCheon of 
bread and meat, but did not follow me haIf way 'over his 
t1ippery Joam"fioor when I took my leave'Of him. A~ 
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with an internal fenfe of gratitude, 1 wiihed within myfdf, 
that heaven might paroon fo worthy a miller, in c.fe he 
fhould at any time chance to trefpaf, on his neighbour's 
corn. 

A little farther on lived a KQ/ler, that is, a Sexton, a 
fet of people that are more ref peered by the Calvinifl:s thall 
witll us. He was of black extraerion by the mother', fide. 
I went in, fat myfelf down, and drank a diih of miferauk 
tea without fugal'. The Kofier's wife, who was rather ill 
years, was then lick in bed. I enquired .into the Ilatlll'e 
of the uiforder: but when I was told that the patient, not­
witl}fianding the ufe of the warm bath for three weeks, 
remarned as it were contraered in all her limbs, and her . -
joints quite filled up with chalk-fiones, I did not dlUfc to 
fay any thing more, than that the gout was a terrible afflic­
tion, lhrugged up my ihoulders, and inquired for the 
right road. Jult hefore the door grew the Cn/aputia. 
I .fked the man if he made any ufe of the feeds, or 
whether I might gather any of it? He anfwered, he did 
not ufe them himfelf, but in general gave them to his 
friends: Gatber wbat you will, continued he, I never heard 
any body ajk after them before, what tin you want them for? 
For medicnl purpo,fos, .replied I. I DOW had brought an old 
'houfe over my head, and was obliged to go in again, and 
hear the account of the old woman's iIlneCs, as well as explain 
the caufe of it. However, I thought it nece1fary to inform 
her, with very little circumlocution, that her ft.)' in this 
calamitous worM was likely to be of very fhort duration. 
She was glad to be freed from her miCery, and her hufband 
[0 get rid of a lickJr wife; on which account they both of 
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them {eemed to hear my fatal prognoftic with pleafure, and 
made me drink a couple of glaffes of wine for m y pains; 
and at the fame time offered to Ihew me the church, which 
ftood juft by. By this edifice I could plainly perceive, that 
thefe boors bcftowed no more pains upon God's houfe, than 
they did upon their own. This church was, indeed, as big 
as one of our largeft fized hay-barns, and neatly covered, 
as the other houfes arc, with dark-coloured reeds ; but with­
out any arching or ceiling, fo that the tranfoms and beams 
withinfide made a mi{erable appearance. Altars and altar­
tables are, I believe, never ufed in the reformed church. 
There were benches on the fides for the men, but t.h~ 
women have each of them their chair or ftool in the 'aille. 

r . • 

The pulpit was too plain and Ilovenly. 
From hence I fet off for home by a bye-way, as little 

known to my guide as to myfelf. Eighteen China orange" 
which I had bought in Poor! for one ikelling Dutch, 
proved extremely ferviceable to me at this time ; and "­
large roll of tobacco which my fervant had taken with him, 
was a ftill more defirable vade mecum for him. He carried 
really a heavy load, which however appeared to be very little 
burden to him. On the other hand however, it muft be con­
fidered, that he went on always in a ftrait line, while I con­
tinually ran from one fide to the other, peeping among the 
bulhes. It was already dark when we arrived at a farm­
houfe, where the boor himfelf was not at home. During 
his .bfence, I drew his wife into a converfation concerning 
hou/hoJd aifuirs, and fOlUld (what I much wondered at in 
fo fubftantial a home) that they had feldom any great 
plenty of milk; and this on account of the dry barrel} bills 

near 
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neaT them, and other caufes not worth mentioning here; 
but that on the other hand, they had a good frock of 
ihecp, fome arable land, and vineyards, which, by means 
of water-conduits, might be rendered fertile. She was a 
generous and good kind of woman as one would win1 to 
fee, but unluckily bappened to offer me juft every thing 
that I did not with for, wine, brandy, and tobacco. HeF 
huiband, a very brilk lively old fellow, being at laft come 
home, immediately drank to me, faying, Perhaps you fop­
Pife that nobo{fy knows a'!Y thing but yourfelj, with your 
herbs and you, but you flall jee that we African p eaJanl! are 
nnt all fa jlupid as you think for. Upon this, by w.y of 

Jltrprif,ng me, lt~difpl.yed a few good books, and a heap 
of tran1, on almort every ICience; all of which I cou14 do 
no other than commend, as he did nothing but run be­
tween me and his book-cafe, and read over the whole title­
page of every book, the printer's and bookfeller's name not 
excepted. r ou Jee, fays he, that Ida nol Jpend my whole lime 
in foUoiving tbe plougb. We a1mort called one another Coufin­
Germans, he being a Livoniau and I a Swede. At night 
there was no danger of ftarving for want of victuals. Yot, 
mujl eal hearly with us farmers, faiel the kind-hearted dat'lle. 
]<;al andJpare not: we do nOlgrudge it you. They had therr 
butter and cheefe, together witb hung-beef, or rather buf­
faJo-fieth, from their grazing farms, almoft fix htlndrcd miles 
up the country. By the appearance of the foul' and green­
lle.s I could plainly perceive, tbat my learned hart bad not 
ftudied any books of cookery, which in Africa. \TouJd. have 
been of much more me to him than poetry and the dead 
langn.ges. The good woman of the houfe was obliged to, 

go· 
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go to bed alone, while her hufband employed himfelf with 
the hilIory of JOSEPHUS, in order to convince me of his great 
attachment to ftudy. Accorrlingly many people in this coun­
try call their !laves, fome after the months, and others after 
the days of the week in which they were born. Early in the 
morning I was waked here by the horrid !llricks and cries 
of January and Februtll:v, who were undergoing the dif­
cipline of their mafier', la01, becaufe the horfes had not 
been found the preceding evening. Soon after the fa­
mily got ready for going to church, but were prevented 
by a fhower of rain. In the mean time we ate our break­
fafts, and ,lrank to each others health; upon which)_r",,­
turned them thanks and took leave of tll<:m, with a lun­
chC\jn of bread and ·butter. doubled together, and ftuffed 
into my coat-pocket by my hoft and holtefs, by way of 
(weegkllfl ) 01' provifion for my journey. I was fecrelly 
much affected at receiving fuch tokens of good-will, quite 
undelerved on my part, from the hands of people to whom 
I was an entire ftranger. 

The woman wa, goodners itfelf, but this goodnefs was 
enfllrined in a mighty phlegmatic body. The old fellow's 
phraleolbgy, as well as his library, difcovered, that he 
wsa, as well as myfelf, a run-away ftudent. I likewife 
afterwards came to know, that he had been ·a furgeon\ 
and had been fent thither as a foldier by kidnappers; and 
at the fame time I learned, that he had got the greater 
part of his books . by marriage with a panon's daughter, 
his prefcnt wife. This good woman could not have chofen, 
to counteraCt her Pblegm, a more choleric piece of goods for 
a hufband, who, in fpite of a naturally good difpofition; 

was 
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waS [aid, for trifling faults, to have beat fevcral of h is 
flave:> to death. I could give you) Sir, many infbuces, th at 
the exercife of any crime whatfoevcr, particularly fueh as 
the flave trade, or the trafficking with the literties of man­
kind, never fails to plunge men into difonlcrs and mif­
demeanours of various kinds. 

On the lands belonging to this farm i1:ands the Tower 
of Babel, fo they call a hill, which is mentioned by this 
name by KOLBR, as being of a remarkable fize, and 
which will ever remain a i1:anding monument of this au­
thor's inaccuracy. I pafs over my little adventurc3 with 
jerpeJlts, f corpions, came/eons, and other animals of the 
lizard 1<.lnd, well knowing, that you are not endued with 
tafie enough to' hlc pleafure in, and be f.nfi ble of, the 
beauties of thefe reptile" a race of animals with whieh 
this Canaan of Africa ahounds. But I mufi not omit to 
tell )"ou, how puzzled and undetermined we frequently 
were on our return homewards, particularly once on a 
large plain. Almofl at the end of it we met with feven 
of the company's f...:rvants or foldicrs, but by no means to 
our advantage; for thefe my fellow-chrifiians, intoxicated 
\vith the wine which they carried about them in leathern 
bottles at ealabatres, were at varionce among themfelves, 
and feemingly did not wi/h to give us any information, .s 
every one of them pointed out to us an almofi entirely dif­
ferent way. J abhcring to me all at once in High Dutch, Low 
Dutch, Hanoverian , &c. they all endeavoured to make me 
boilic\'e, .diat I /haul.! meet with rivers, mountains, dc­
ferts, '1II'!1I the like, if, according to their fea dialeCt, I did not 
"fleer my (.'(jt..ne right. Another aJked me whither I was 
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bonnt!? allli then told me how I fhonId lay my tacks to 
{brl)():ml and larboard. I thanked them, and got away 
from them as well as I couM; on which they formed a 
ring round my fervant, and chattered to him about the 
mad till his head was quite turned. At length they got 
into a difpute themfelvcs about the fame fubjca, by which 
means we both got loofe from them. What was now to 
be done? Being without chart or compafs, I endeavoured 
to direa my courfe by the fun, tin I overtook a black hea­
then, who waS tending !heep; and in confequence of 
whofe faber and fenfible directions, I arrived ill the even­
ing at a farm-houfc, the bailiff of which, a Hanoverian, 
welcomed lllC in the n1ofi: friendly manner, with a "ilei'rty­
flap of the hand, in the African fiyle. "tie entertained me 
with milk, and im account of the love affairs and intrigues he 
had when he was a foldier in England. He alfo gave me a 
lift (which, by his defire, I took down in my pocket-book, 
as the refult of his own experience) of the conftant or­
der of precedence in love, which ought to be obferved 
among the fair fex in Africa: this was as follows. Firft the 
MadagaJcar women, who are the blackeft and handfomeft; 
next to thefe the Malabar;, then the Buguneje or Malays, 
after thefe the Hottentots, and !aft and worft of all, the 
white Dutch women. The excefiively nice ftewed cab­
hage we had for fupper, he fuppofed to be the beft in the 
world; and at the fame time, that its crifpnefs proceeded 
from the foil being highly impregnated with fait-petre. In 
faa, the !and here was fandy and low, and probably contain~ 
ed much [ea-falt. Being but two chriftians among twelve or 
fOllrteen men flaves, we bolted the door faft, and had five 
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loaded pieces hung over our bed. During tht whole even­
ing J had feen the ' fl avcs in fuch good humour, and fo 
kindl y allli familiarly treated, that (with regard to their 
temporal matters at leaft) they rcaJJy feemed to be better 
off than many fervants in Europe; I therefore obferved 
to m y holt, that his mildnefs and kindnefs was the bea 
pledge tor their good behaviour, and the fmen preferv.­
tive again It their attacks. It may be fo, replied he, but 
belides that, feveral runaway and rebel flaves arc continual­
ly wandering about, in order f1i plunder houfes of victuals 
and fire-arms, or elfe to draw others over to their party; 
we have likewife inltanees of the blacks becoming furious 
at lll ,:;;,t; ~nQ committing murder, more particularly on 
the perfons of"\lrcir malters; but· fometimes, if they can­
not get at them, on fame of their comrades, o,r elfe upon 
themfdves. J am here in the place of a niaaer to them, 
anti am obliged to punifh them whenever they behave ill 
to me or to each other. The Bugunefe in particular are 
revengeful, and nice about the adrniniftration' cif juftice. 
In order to avoid jealoufy, quarrels, and murder, my maf­
ter ·does not permit any female flaves to ·be kept here; bnt 
I could wi(h it .were~the.:;wi(~, ,as we~> .as jn otlj:erplaccs, 
where I forme,ly was ~ ferv~t. ' .N.0w.they are lonefOl:ne 
anti folitary, and confeqnently flow ,and fluggifh ' eno!'gh. 

~,,,. - . 1;-'1.'.: . ' .' I: . 

The chief of my mafter's .income froth Jliis- ·farm· .. arifes 
from the breeiling of horfes. Could l~e · kb:p female flaves 
here, he would get · frill more by the I'rop~g.tfon ?f ,the 
human fpecies; and indeed, a female ilave wh&·is prolific, 
is ~ways fold for three times as iriiWh' ·as: QUe that is 
barren. 
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From the infonnation that I have juft given you, you 
will perhaps, my good friend, be apt to think with me, 
that even the moft fupportable kind of tyranny always 
brings with it its own puniihmetlt, in troubled fleep and 
an uneafy confeience. Slaves, even under the mildeft 
tyrant, are bereaved of the rights of nature. The me­
lancholy remembrance of fa painful a lofs, is moft apt to 
arife during the filence of the night, when it ceafes to be 
?iflipated by the bu~e of tlie day. Wh~t w?nder then, 
if thofe who commIt outrages on theIr liberties, fhould 
fometimes be forced to fign and feal with their blood the 
violated righ~of.. mankind? Ought not my hoft, gentle as 
he was, to fear ·the effeets of defpair on twelve fidill' -fel­
lows forcibly taken from their native couiliry, their kin­
dred, and' tIle.ir freedom I Is it not likewife to be dreaded, 
that-:.thus :· fhllt:}mt from the commerce of the fair ' fex, 
whith fweetoos life,alld renders its cares fupportahle, their 
inclinatiOl:is., . which are extremely warm, fhould trefpafs 
againft ~anhood I-;-In the. coune ... of our eonverfation on 
~\!E.ooII9.'PY'·'l,.~ .~. t1i:tt a {lave born i.n the eoun­
ttY ~l\f~~y_~,~»-i1) . whQcan. drive a waggon filfe and 
,w-i;1f; ~*.l\OI:l8n~ tti.i,~~ to".i9fpe~ !he other flaves, 
«~is I~ upon asa ci$'vet . '!l\d· faithful fervant, bears 
ti$\t>!~\'ii:.7:4;t~~e.h~nidri~~. . One that is newly 
~~¥f/f1!()m 'MlI<!~~car~or. ' is . In other refpeets not fa 
~jl~,·~or fa much to be depended upon, calls from an 
~;-tO an ':hun~and fifty .rixdollars. A horfe that 
in' ~n:"itQj.1ldietlih .'teQ rixdollars, coils althe Cape 
JiJ;pmll~~i~~'¥orti;;a:draught ox'from eight to ten; but 
a rotei'll~~&>d ,milch~w from twelve to fourteen; , one 
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ditto brought from the mother country or any part of Eu­
rope, and of a fort that prO<luees a great quantity of milk, 
fells for forty or fifty rixdoJlars, and the purehafer thinks 
himfelf favoured into the bargain; all whieh has flnce 
been confirmed to me by fevera! others. 

On Monday morning I took leave, and a!ked the road 
towards home, when I was anfwered, "There is no road this 
way. You muft leave the road that goes to the Cape to the 
right, and then go firait forward through the bulhes, 
when you will come within fight of the mountain that 
firetches itfelf between Conftantia and the Cape; then go 
firait forward over the dry barren plains, to the nook in 
the mOiinr.u.1;.~ou may remember it lies very near Con­
funtia and your houfe. You will find no more farms in your 

.way home." Well! thought I to myfelf, this looks as if I 

.ihould dine upon grafs to-day; I was vexed at having had no 
-breafifafi, and was too bailiful to give a hint of it to my haft, 
' who the day before had received me with fueh hofpitaJity. 
We had not long been in fight of the mountain, before we 
faw a cloud arife from it, which did not turn ,to rain till it 
arrived at the plain we were in. This iliower, which was 
pretty heavy, fubjeCled me to the greateft inconveniencies, 
having expofed myfelf to be wet through, in order to fhel­
ter my herbal. But of fuch a nature is this 'climate, that 
in a few minutes; as foon as the fUll , ilione out again, I 
was quite dry. In the evening, when l' came to Alphen, I 
learned, tnat it had not rained there in the leafi, but the 
cloud covered the mountain in its ufual way; 

I "inuft not omit ~o tell ,you, that oil the road' I [everal 
times -entered -into a religious difcourfe with my heathen 
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companion; he afferted, that I was the firft that had fpoken 
to him on that fubjeCt, at the fame tin1e that he was fo 
ftupic! (for fo he called himfelf) as not to know or com­
prehend any thing concerning it, nor did he think it was 
for him to trouhle himfelf with thefe matters; however, 
he did not feem unwilling to believe every thing that any 
body lhould think proper to tell him. His thoughts had 
never afcended to a fuperior being, nor led him to the firft 
origin of any thing, to the creature or to the Creator. He very 
well knew, that the white men affcmbled together in the 
churches, but had never thought of afking to what pur­
pofe. Very likely it may be fo, was the anfwer he.!!.fually 
gave me, when I talked to him on this fl~)ie~"" Notwith­
fianding this, he feemed to have in fome meafi.ue an ah­
horrence of vice, and a veneration for what was good. 
The perf on, who at that time recon1mcnded him to lny 
fervice, gave him the character of being extremely faith­
ful. In other refpects his mind was capahle enough of 
being illumined; hut as the making of profelytcs brings 
the Dutch in neither capital nor intereft, this Ix)or j(ml, 
with many others .of his countrymen, was neglected. But 
more of this and ,other matters hy the next opportunity 
that offers •. · 

I am, &c. 

With the botanical excurfion, the detail of which is 
given in this letter, I was extremely well pleafed on (eve­
raJ' aCc9unts~ The fix }aft days of it might almoft be call­
ed a forced march, intermixed with a good . deal of leap­
ing, and (what tires one full as much) clambering. With 
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the fame inclination, however, I think r could have lafieu 
out feveral days longer in the fame manner. The next 
day after my departure from the Cape, wa<, as 1 have al­
ready related, the moll: tirefome to me; afterwards both 
my limbs and joints feemed to get more ufed to the cxer­
eife. The two or three firll: days after I had got home, 1 
felt myfelf fore and tender, or, as people ufually exprefs 
it, beat and bruifed all over, but this went off by degrees : 
in like manner as, thanks to the violent exercife I had 
taken, fome difagreeable, though flight touches, of a rheu­
m atic gout entirely vaniihed, with which I had been 
troubl N.t.fu!p.e time before, and that chiefly in rainy wea­
ther ; and wl~id not return upon me, before I was ex­
pofed to the cold in the Antarctic polar circle. After my 
return home, h owever, 1 was wife enough to make a little 
excurfion every day. 

$E C T. 
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SEC T. V. 

ReJidence at Alphen, after tile Author's return 
j i·om Paarl. 

I N one of my excurlions I had the good fortun e to meet 
with Mr. Hemming, the fub-governor, OIl Ius falm, in 

the dillriC1: ofConltantia ; who, though he th'll ';;:,' ·lilghly of 
th e fcience of botany, was yet altonifiled that m y cnthu­
fiafm for it Ihould have carried me fo fax "bout in the 
fpace of fix days, viz. frOJu the Cape over 'T'iger-bn:r: 
through Paa,." BOI/ary, and fo in a circle home again, 
and this by no means hy the nearelt way . 

Mr. Hemming's garden was one of the belt in the dif­
triC1:; he had taken P"~ins to procure grafts of orange and 
lemon-trees, and layers of the pomegranate from Spain, 
from which he promifed himfelf fruit equal to the Spaniili, 
as what grows at the Cape at prefent is not quite fo good. 
Divcrs forts of cherry-trt-es. that grow here, fcarcely pro­
duced a lingle cherry,though various tri:tls had been made 
with them in different fpot s. The belt method he had 
found of rooting out a unio/tI, which was overrunning his 
kitchen .. garden, was to fow it with cabbage for a year, as he 
had obferved,that this weed never throve on land where cab­
bages had been fawn. The pijant was to be met with in his 
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garden of a luxuriant growth, but was faid not to produce 
fruit of fo high a flavour as it does in its native country. 
A fpecies of this grows wild in the Houlniquas country, a 
diilriCl: fomewhat to the cail of Mulde-bay; though I could 
never find it there myfelf. 

I continued at the farm at Alpben till about the middle 
of November. Entirely taken up with the Cape pbnts, I 
did not feldom revolve in my mind, how I fhould go on 
with them for months and years enfuing; but fate had 
ordered it otherwife. 111 fact, it was ordained, that I fhoultl 
futldenly change the continent of Africa, its delightful fum­
mer-climate, and its beautiful flowers, for a bleak cold 

"~ " - . 
ocean, bloc](e~·-up . with mountains of ice. 
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SEC T, 1. 

'1'be Circul1!/lances which gave occajion to tbi! royage. 

T HE circumftances which gave Decalion to this voyage 
were as follows: The /hips Rejo/ulion and Adventure, 

defiined to make a voyage towards the South Pole and round 
the globe; were at that time at anchor in '1'able-boy. The 
Meffrs. FORSTER accompanied them in the capacity of natu­
ralifts; ':ind. had an appointment from the Briti/h crown of 
40001. frerling, or 8000 ducats, for the whole expedition. 
They were brought to Alphen by Major Van PREHM, ill order 
to be introduced to me. By this means I h ad the plcafure 
of enjoying their company for a couple of days. As the 
{outhern continent, which was frill pretty generally fup­
pared to exift, had , taken no {mall hold on my iIIlQgina­
\ion, this was {ufficiem reafon for me to congratulate 
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thefe gentlemen on the truft Tepofed in thelO, and the 
good fOTtune they had in viflting as naturalifts, io diftallt 
and unknown a pan of our globe. I found them not only 
eage.· each for his own pan to fulfil what the world ex­
peCted and required of them, but they even went 10 far 
in their zeal for the more accurate inveftigation of nJ.tur~J 

as to think of procuring an affiftant, at no fmall can to 
them{elvcs, and therefore offered me my voyage gratis, 
with part of fuch natural curiofitics as they might chance 
to colleCt, on condition of my affifting them with my poor 
abilities . Such an unexpeCted return to lny compiimcl1t, 
had allI\9,!t deprived me of the power of anf\\'ering them, 
had not mi ht"ll diCtated to me the moft livel y cxpreiJioll& 
of gratimde to them for the confidence they placed in me. 
But hefore 1 could give a determinate an!wer to fo lucra­
tive and agreeable a propofal, which at the I'lme time did 
me {o much honour, but likewife fet before me a tedious, 
difficult, and dangerous voyage, the ill",r {eemed to re­
quire rome confideration . Should I accept this offer, thought 
I, and the event prove fortunate, I iJlould foon forget my" 
fatigues, nay, frequently remember with ple:lfure the dif­
ficulties I hall undergone. On the other hand, Ihoultl 1 
once negleCt this opportunity, I Ihould long have to up­
braid myfelf with the omillion. I recolleCted, that the 
great Linl1leus had frequently faid, l10thillg had vexed him 
more in his whole life, than that, when he refided in Hol­
land, h e h"d not accepted of the offer which had becn 
made him of taking a voyage to the Cape of Good Hope. 

As two Swedes, Dr. SOLANDER and Mr. SpOf-r. IK G, with 
remarkable honour to themfelves and advantage to fciCIJ[:C, 
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hall before untlcrtaken a voyage to New Holl-and, &c. and 
fo round the world, 1 cm.:lIld not help withing that a Swede 
like","i!c might have the opportunity of makin,ll; a vifL! to 
the !oUlh pole, and the rontinent fuppoJed to be ill the 
vicinity of it. I had-reafon as well as the Meffrs. FORSTER 

to hope, that the affiftauce of a third namralift (meaning 
LTI \'[df) might add to the difcoveries of the curious pro­
duCtioll~ of nafure, which the two others were fo intent 
111'011 makil1g ; cfpeciall y in thofe places, which were now 
about to be vilited for the Brit, and probably for the laft 
time. III other refpeCts, in cafe that any of the pbllrs 
which arc fo ufeful in the colder parts of the n.'luh fhould 
be found in the fouth, who could be f~;O/ccl capable to 
colleCt them with filch affiduit y, or of prefcrving the feed, 
of them with :f() luuch care as a S\yedc? Again, on the 
other hanel, if my voyage fhould prove unfucccfsfuJ, I ,y:\s 
in hopes that my miferies, together with life itfeJf, ant! all 
its train of attendant evils, would have a [peed)' cnd. Oc­
cnpied by refleCtions of this kind, I paffed the nig ht, per·­
haps more reillefs than will eamy be imagined . The next 
morning by day-break, the diftraCtion of my thoughts car­
ried me to my chamber window; here I fixed m y eyes on 
'he adjacent meadows, as though I meant to alk the plants 
and flowers that grew on them, whether I ought to part 
with them [0 haftily. They had for a long time been 
almoil: my only joy, my fole friends and companions; and 
now it was thefe only, which in a great meafure prevented 
me from making the voyoge. At length I came to the 
refolution of undertaking it; yet with a fixed determina­
tiOll, that if I had the good fortune to come back to the , 
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Cape, I waul<! again oecnpy myfclf on this fame [p"( with 
the moft delightful of all employments, the inveHiga­
tion of nature. I therefore began to get ready for my 
journey; and fent fpecimens of the infects and plonts I had 
colleCted to Sir CHARLES LINN£US and other lovers of the 
(denee. The reft of my colleCtions, &c. I left at the Cape, 
at the prefident'. haufe, defiring him to difpatrh them to 
Sweden, in cafe he ihould receive any certain information 
of our filip's being loft; or in cafe my abfence for anj 
length of time, Ihould give him reafiJl) to doubt of my re­
turn. The danger of the journey wa:-:. , however, the leafl: 
of my C,,'fO< : the fllppofcd length of it, together with my 
ignorance of" In,. Englil1l language, as well as of the dif­
pofition of the people, with WhOll1 r was to be convcrfant 
during the who1e titne, perplexed me much 111m'c. The 
farewcl letters I )note to fome of m y relations were fo 
111uch the morc painful to me, as I could cafily imagine 
to myfdf their anxiety and uncafincfs on the account of 
my impending fate. I therefore thought it moH advifeable, 
to rcprcfcnt 111Y journey to be ;;tS cafy and commodious as 
was confiHent with any degree of probability. 

In the feven months that had patTed fince my departure 
f1'0111 my native country, I had hall no news from thence. 
I now gave up all thoughts of getting a fingle word of in­
telligence from any part of Europe for four times that 
period~ Thus circnmfianced, how much it coft me to go 
on board, I leave thofe to imagine who are not entirely 
devoid ,of feeling. 

What happened during this remarkable voyage, I fear 
would be liable to tedious repetitions, were I to rdate it in 
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the form of a journal, partly on account of the frequent 
occnrrcncc of events pretty nearly refembling each other, 
amI partly by rcafon that various illands were. vilited feveral 
tinu:s; a morc particular account of the voyage therefore, 
I mufi defer to fame other opportunity. In the mean while, 
for the fake of prcferving the order and connexion of time, 
it feems re'luifitc, that I Ihould here, in its proper place, 
give fame account, though as concifely as poffiblc, of the 
different regions we explored during the fuccecding twenty­
eight montllS, till the time of my landing again fafe at 
the Cape. 

SEC T. 



CAP E 0 F GOO D HOP E. 

s E 

Vo),oge from the 

C T. If. 

Cape ~f Good Hoiie 10 lI'(eV 
Zealand. 

85 

O N the 22d of November, 1772, at fouf o\Jock in the !7iZ' 

afternoon, we failcll frOlll the Cape. The very fame N~. 
<lay floriuy ,yo'!!her, and the difagreeable kind of ficknef. 
which ufually attends people at fea on their fetting out, ap-
peared to a tlcgrce fufficient to make many Winl themfelves 
on thore. Within eighteen days franl our leaving the flowery 
Ineads of the Cape, we found. orufclvcs very near a confiuer-
able large floating itland of icc. The thermometer flood at 
a few degrees above the freezing point, while our latitude 
was only So deg. fOllth. How difagreeably we paired the 
remainder of the fummer in this hemifphere, may be ga-
thered from this, that we made our way through floating; 
ifiands of icc, fomcrimes as big as lnountains, till we came 
to lat. 67'. 10";> fa that we are, and probably lhall 
continue to be, the only mortals that cm OOafl of the 
frozen honour (as I may call it) of having paired the ant-
ardic polar circle. A hundred and twenty-two days, or 
fumething more tha.n feventeen weeks, were el.pfed, with-
(lut our having been able to fcc land; but not without 
our having gone through divers perils, not to mention the 
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h:lrdfllip~ \"hich we underwent of various kinds; cfpeci­
al1y that of having, for the greater part of the auovc-nlcn­
tinned period, relnained in cxceffivcly cold latitudes, (:011-
rill llally fUlTOlll}{lcd with ice. The aurora aujlralis, which 
ill the fuutll ig the fame as the northern lights in uur he­
milj>hcrc, :t fpeebcle never before feen by a European, 
now appeared feveral tinlCS in the nl0nth of ~:Iarch, on 
the 26th thy of which month we anchored ill D II(ky-bay, 
fituated ncar the fouthernnloft promontory of lV(S.;) Zealand. 
From hence ,,·c went to Cook's:flrait, where we had a fig-ht 
of that Inuit fingular junction of the water with the dOlllb , 
which by failors is called the water-fpout; and the nCKt 
day, being the 18th of April, we anc.il"reaill 'i(!,ltell 

Charlottc's-Joulld. The other fhip, the Adv",!",'e, hOlI 
been feparated from us ever fince the 8th of January ill 
the preceding year, by a fog. After this fhe had invefii­
gated the weltern coalt of ran Diemen's Land in N,~u HoI­
land, and 'a part of the coalt by which it is fu"pofed to be 
joined with Soutb {Yales, which latter was difcovered in 
Captain COOK'S former voyage. It was great pleafurc to 
us to find, that this fhip had, fortunately for us, landed 
at the place previoufiy agreed upon for the rendezvous. 
The plants and trees in this country are, excepting fome 
of its ferns and mofi"es, almolt entirely unknown, and 
different from thofe that grow in other parts of the globe. 
Thefe, therefore, together with the new fpecies of birds 
and fifhes which are to be found here, afforded me an 
agreeable occupation. The inhabitants, on the other hand, 
a race of cannibals, live in fuch a mifernble condition, and 
h .. we {uch manners and cultoms, as may excite our pity 

and 
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and compaffion in behalf of onr own fi)ccies ; yet, as 
:1n1ong civilized nations there arc not \\":lllting fuch as are 
:'l tli(~race to human nature, fu among ' thcic very de­
vourers of their own fpedes, one might dif<.:over f01ne traces 
of a good difpofition, as well as the ft.:cds of ingenuity, 
which, under the foaering care of the foui-inl<m11ing 
fdences, n1ight render thefe our fellow-creatures, now 
plunged in darknefs, a much more virtuous and happy 
people. 

This nation chiefly depends on fifl1ing for its fnpport ; 
and by pur!\ling fnch an uncertain \i \'clihomi, they want 
both rimp. and inclination for agriculture and' the mechani­
cal "arts, as we!. .... as for that order and regularity which is 
requifite for the prevention of the harbarifm in which 
thefe poor people are aCtually plunged. For while they 
arc feek ing after their food in the water, they {uffer their 
lantls to he infefted with an uncommonly large kind of 
ftinging nettles, with other weeds and thorny proms, fo 
that they arc very frequentl y obliged to tranfport their 
huts to defert fuores, unftable and fl oating, as are the 
animals, which they have to I'urlue il1 a boundlefs element. 
Notwithlbnding this, the foil poffHrcs luch a degree of 
fecundity, that it is capable of being converted into the 
molt fertile arable land or vine-yards, lufficient to glye food 
ami other conveniencie~ of life to a great number of inha­
bitants, who, united among themfelves, would compofe 
a very powerful republic, and be in a condition to "extend 
their commerce and conquefts over the whole Pacific Ocean. 
(Collate with rhis my oration on laying down the office of 
prcfidcnt of the royal academy of fcienc"::.) 
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11. VOYAGE TO THE 

SEC T. III. 

Firjl Vo),oge from New Zealand to Olafteill', and 
from thence back again to New Zealand. 

O N the 7th of June we failed from Ntr." Zeak/JId, and 
hat! thoughts of taking in refrclhrr.onts in {orne of 

the warmer ifiands, as the cold fcafon was now fet in in 
this part of the world. After we had been at fea a few 
days, we refolved upon killing a fat, though ugly Dutch 
dog, befere the fcurvy, together with the /hart commons 
of the fbip, /houJd render his fiefh unfit for eating. Al­
ready ufed in our run between the Cape and N ew Zealand 
to put up with flleep that had died of the fcurvy or other 
diforders, dife.fed hens and geefe, we certainl y were not 
now in a condition to turn up our nafes at a roafted dog, 
which w.s really nice and well-tafted. After we had paired 
the tropic, we came in fight of di vers iflands, fome of 
which had been difcovered before, and others hac! 
been hitherto entirely unknown ; and on the 16th of Au­
guft we arrived at the far-famed, though, perhaps, too 
highly celebrated, ifland of Olabeile. We were in the 
greateft danger of fuffering fllipwreck on this ifiand, {acred 

to 
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to love; for our keel fhuck feveral times very hard againft l i 7 .~· 
Augu!1-. 

the coral rocks, before we l:amc to anchor. After rc-~ 
maining here fourteen clays we vifited the ifbnds of Hua-
heine, U/iateo, and Otaha, and afterwards dlfcovcrcd a new, 
but probably an uninhabitecliB.and '; looked out for the 
iIlands of New A1I!/lerdam and New Middleburg, difcovered 
about a hundred years ago by TASMAN; and having found, 
them, and taken in refreibments there, returned again to 
Q.y-eell Cbarlotte's-found) in New Zealand, after having been 
abient from it about half a year. During this run, ac­
cording to the time of the year it was winter; but, with 
rcfi'eC\: to our feelings and the warmth of the weather, it 
was [ummer. --.We likewife met with a greater variety of 
remarkable fuhjett, for dcfcription (fnch as the different 
countries, their produce, the nations that inhabited. them, 
and their peculiar cufroms and manners) than I am able 
to comprize here in a fmall compafso ]' cannC?t, however, 
help relating fome few events that happened at different 
times : as for in fiance, one evening when both Ihjps, 
driving before a brifk gale of wind, wanted to fpeak with 
each other, they came fa ncar together in confequence of 
thegre.t f,\'ell of the fea, and the dilatory manoeuvering 
of the men at the helm of one of the !hips, that not­
withfianding the officer of the watch repeatedly called 
out with the greatefi anxiety, ./larboard and port, they 
were within a hair's breadth of ftriking againU each other; 
in which cafe they would doubtlefs have da!hed one another 
to pieces in an infiant, or elfe have both gone to the bottom. 
As befides myfelf very few people, not even" the officers 
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belonging to the watch, ,,,"ere on deck, this accident is neither 
n1clltiuIlt:U in the log-book of the 01ip, nor in any of the 
journals yet publifl1cd. It [ecmeu in the beg inning as if 
both fhips \\'0\11<1 firikc with their broadli<1es againn each 
other, but directly upon. that the Adventure dropped 
altern, and with the point of her bowfprit caIne within two 
or three yards at Jean of our mizen-flu'ouds, and fo made 
a , /lourifl1 over our tmarel and enlign-natt: Upon this, 
an officer who belonged to another watch inlmediatcl y ob­
ferved, that it ,vas in the higheft (kgrce imprudent, and 
without the lean Ibow of reafon, to fail lip to each other 
in fuch a brifk gale and high furge; to which the officer 
of the watch made no farther reply, thaI), jun to repeat 
[everal times with great feeming fatisfaction, " It is all 
over now." Indeed, they both allowed, that we were very 
near fu!fering !hipwreck in the middle of the ocean. The 
other accident I {hall relate, concerned myfelf alone. Once 
when I was on a botanical excurfion in Huahcine, forne 
Indians fell upon me anu plundered me; leaving the up­
per part , of my ' body quite naked, with feveral marks 
of violence on my head and brean. This ineiJcnt pro­
ceeded partly from a fancy the Indians had taken to 
my clothes, and partly from a delire of revenge; Captain 
COOK having juft before been obliged to drive away 
an impudent Indian by force, and take his weapons 
from him. 

We "were feparated from the Adventure on the coaft 
of New Zealand by a ftorm, and never hlW her after­
wards. She came to anchor in il..ueen Charlolte'J:(ound, 

he fore 
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before we went from thence, where 111e had the misfor­
tune to lofe her whole boat's Crew, confifting of ten men, 
who were killed, roailed, amI eaten by the cannibals. 
Upon which 111e fet out on her way home, and arrived 
in Europe a year before the 111ip commanded by Captain 
COOK. 
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SEC T. IV. 

Second Voyage from New Zealand to Otaheite, and 
from thence back again. 

'773' '0' N the ~51h of November in the year 1773, we fail-
No"m"'" d f N al d' d I ~ e . rom ew Ze an , . III or er once morc, am 

during .nother fummer, to explore the cold [outhern 
latitudes. From the 13th to the 21ft of December we 
paired for the firft, and in all probability for the laft time, 
that part of the globe, which is the direct antipodes to 
Sweden; fo that I was now on the fpot the moft diftant 
from my native country of any on the whole globe, as 
the neareft way home, fuppofing one could go through 
the center of the earth, or the length of the whole earth's 
diameter,was·about fix thoufand eight hundred and twenty­
one miles. This aftonilhing diftance, however, did not 
prevent my rapid thoughts from frequently vifiting my 
beloved countrymen and relations during this perioc1, 
~hile my 'feet were in' direct oppofition to their's. After 
this we advanced ·frill farther, infomuch th.t on the 20th of 
December we·palfed. the antarBic circle a fecond time, and 

-did not repafs it till<the 25th, fa that we kept our Chrift­
rnas-eve (though, it muft be owned, a very meagre one) 
in the frigid zone. On the 26th of the followirig month 

,,,e 
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we paffed the fouthern polar circle, for the third time. 
We now penetrated into the [outhern regions as fa! as we 
could go; as before we had got to 71 deg , 14 min. we 
were prevented by the ice from putting in execution the 
fcheme we had fondly formed of hoifting the Britifh flag 
in a fixth part of the world, or even in the fauthern pole 
itfelf. We now therefore turned about to the north, in 
order to take in refrelhments in a warmer climate, as win­
ter or the cold feafon was expeCted lOon to return. 

On the 14th of March we anchored off EaJier-ijJand, 
which is fituated in 27 deg. S. lat. and 199 deg. 46 min. 
W. long. Here we found no good water, ,md few refrcill­
ments of any fOl:t. The lava and other volcanic productions 
that we faw here, together with fome huge images of frone 
raifed to fome height from the ground, plainly evinced, 
that fome violent revolution of the earth had defaced a 
country which had been formerly in a more flourifhing 
condition, and thereby rednced a once powerful nation to 
the wretched frate in which we now foun\! it. 

On the 16th of March we failed from hence, and on 
the 7th of April anchored· off one of the Marque/as Wands. 
Thefe are fituated in about 10 deg. of lat. The greater 
part of them were difcovered by the Spaniards a hun4red 
years ago. The inhabitants gave us feveral proofs of their 
difpofition to hofrilitiesas well as thieving, fo that we were 
obliged to leave them fome bloody marks of the efficacy of our 
fire-arms. Having ltaid here a few.d,ays. w.l:.f~t f.il, and af­
ter a quick paffage,landed at 'J'eokea, in lat •. 14' • . We met with 
fome hofrilitics from the people here, b,ut contented ourfelves 
, vith infpiring them with terior, by firing our' cannons over 

their 
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their heads. We afterwards difcovered feveral fmall Hlands, 
and at length, on the 22d of April, came to anchor for 
the fecond amI l.fr time off alabeile, where we remained 
till the fourteenth of May. Various circumftances contri­
buted to render our abode here more delightful than be­
fore. . We now procured many more interefting informa­
tions touching this country aDd people, than were known 
before. On the ~d of June we were informed by fome 
of the inhabitants, that two /hips had landed at Huaheine 
or,.Ovab(ine, ' one of which was larger than ours. By fub­
feguent arcom,ts from Spain we know, that this ihip was 
from the Spartiih fettlements in America; and that the 
year before, during our fray at Otaheite, (orne of the crew 
belonging to a SpanHh /hip had been left there, one of 
w hpm. h:ld aCtually hid himfelf in a crowd of people, on 
being, ,though .l.Ireifed in the Indian falbion, taken by an 
Englilh failor for a European, and accordingly accofred by 
him in t¥ F,ench language. This, with feveral other 
circumftan<;eS, !!lakes it highly probable, that the Sp.null 
Wps .'were 'fent both years to be {pies upon us, and to " . " . 
~e re~s JlPOn us in return for our vifits in a part of 
~e world of wJUi;h they are fo extremely jealous, and of 
which J hey. look upon themfelves as the fole proprietors; 
efpecially q:,n,ftdering that previoufly to this they have, 
m~~r, on account <,>i their . carrying on . an illicit commerce, 
punilh~ many E~l~n, by condemning them to hard 
la~.' in t~ei~, ~~~ (See the Oottingen Magazine for 
17..~o.)l!o, ; L ·;P' o1S,J . 

,.¥,t!f;.;;'r~ qui~'9tailt#e w:e .paid .:. v.ifi! to Huabeine 
and UliJl.~ · ljk.'lwi{e. for the, fCOOIid;in<j !aft t'.cne; leaving 
op. the limer Hland a fcnfible youth, who about eight 

jl1o)lths 
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months before had had the courage to come on board of us. 
His name was OEDIDE, though otherwife called MAHEINE. 

On the 4th of June we failed from Ulitea, and on the 
6th palfcd by Hove's illand. · On the 16th we difcovered 
Palmerjione's illand, and on the zoth Savage ill and, fo call­
ed from our being received by the favages there in a very 
hollile manner. They hit me on the arm with a large 
llone, and threw a javelin among usl' For which reafoll 
we did not llay' to anchor here, but went on to Namocka, 
or New Rotterdam, one 'w' the friendly illes above-men­
tioned. In the fame vicinity we faw feveral Wands, be­
fides thofe difcovered by TASMAN, and upon one of them 
there appeared a volcano: On the zd of Ju1r we defcried a 
/inall inhabited iii and, which we called 'rurtie ijland, and 
the next day made a hafty landing there. ()n the r 6th 
we came to the ift.nds difcovered by QUIIIOS; 'which M. 
BOUOAINVILLE inveftigated more narrowly, calling them 
the Cyclades; but Captain COOK, who now difcovere<l Ii greater 
number of them, gave to the whOle of this Archipelag~ 
the name of the NiW Hebrides. off one of thefe, to which 
we gave the name of Mol/icola, 'we caft' anchor '00' the z zd 
of July. . Here we fuuod a diminutive race of people, with 
a language peculiar to thernfe)"es, an<! poifoired weapOns. 
They 'received us in a friendly manner; notwithftanding 
which there happened a Ikirmlih betwtien us; ho\"e,'cr, 
after ftaying there a couple of days, ",~ :p:.rted' friends. 

On the .¥l ·ofAuguA: we anchored tor:f :f~ hours be­
fore IrrQmangp, a newly difdlv;:red ifl~;t'h:;' iifu,abitants 
of which oftettdl to),decliin 001' captain "aiiH:bolit; an attempt 
whith many of iiletti paid 'tnt with their li~es;' alihougil 

but 
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btll; t,,'o of our people' were wounded. On the 4th we 
anchored llcfore the Hland of 'Tanna, in J 9 deg. 30 min. 
S. lat. Clofe by the harbour there was a volcano, which 
fhowered afiles upon us every day. The fmoke, flame, 
and loud thunder proceeding from this mountain, afforded 
a' beautiful and fublime fpeCtacle. The inhabitants fpoke 

. a peculiar language, of which we had not the Jeaft know­
ledge; and fuewed \lS much friendfuip, though not with­
out committing fome 'hoftilities; which d .. ""e us to the dif, 
agreeable neceffityof ftainingthis'OtherwiJe hoij)itable filorC', 
with the bloodoffome of the inhabitants. On the zoth 

. we fteered. again .. fur ,the northern ifies of this Archipelago, 
but at length' quitted them entirely, after having fpent in 
the inveftigation of them forty-fix days ; a period of time, 
in "which we a1terriately experienced pleafure, difguft, and 
danger, "; . More than once we were expofed to the 1'oifoncd 
"veaponsof the natives, from the fiighteit wound .riling 
from 'which; we had every reafori ·to .dread as painful and 
terrible a death, accompanied. with madnefs, as. happened 
to fome<>f Captain Carleret's crew, when they were wound­
edon the' coaft of· New GUinea • .. At one time our fuip had 
run aground; at another fhe ' was · in danger of d.filing 
againft the .TaCks; and .at another time, viz, on the I ft of 
Augnft, of being confumed by fire in the open lea; when 
it would have been·ourw.ret~hed fate, either to be blown up 
in ttne air, or to'~~·'fought for death in the briny ocean, 

'On the 4th ciC S~Ptember; after three days (ail; we dif­
roveredJlie" W'g~ , ·ifland; next to New Z~aland, in the 
wlio1e,,"~fui"oi:hni':'which :1>yCaptam ,COOK was called 
. NeW' al!etlOHio, andfeexm<!with rtl'p'~~toits foil and ve-

3 get abies 
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getables to refemble New Holland. The inhabitants were 'm· 

• Sl'ptcnlbC"l . 
civil and hoij)itable, but poor, and fpoke a language pecu- -." 
liar to themfeJves. At this place, by great good fortune, 
I avoided eating the liver of a poifonous fiih, in company 
with the captain and Meffrs. FO/lIer, who were extremely 
ill for fome days afterwards. . On the 15th, for want of 
wind, we were near being driven on the rocks; and on the 
28th at night 'were in the .moft.dangerous Jituation, being 
furrounded by a coral reef. . That evening, when I went to 
bcd, there was the greateft probability that I Ihould never 
wake again, hut at .my very laft gafp: I however had 
the good fortune to go to fieep directly, and Oept very 
found, and the next morning to find that I had cfcaped the 
moft imminent danger that could well be imagined. 

On the loth of October we faw Noifolk i/laud, in 29 
<leg. 2 min. S. lat. the firft difcovery the Engliih made 
beyond the tropics. We landed upon it, and fO\Uld it un­
inhabited. On the 18th we came for the third time to 
anchor in ~em Cbarlotte's Sound in New Zealand. 
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SEC T. V. 

Voyage from New Zealand to Terra del Fuego, and 
from tltence fartlter on towards the South Pole • 

• ",. ON the loth of November we failed from New Zea-
December. I dO] ' < d ii . '""'" an . ur I up was now ,oun to have pnmg a 

leak, but . not of any confequence. In the fpace of fix 
weeks, we had ' failed ,:,ver the whole ocean between New 
Zealand and the fouthernmoft part of America; and on the 
20th of December anchored to the fouth of 'Terra del Fueg'o, 
where we faw the moft wretched race of men in the world. 
On the 29th we paired Cape HfJrn, ~nd 011 the 3 I ft, or 
New-year's eve, we anchored off a little ifiand near Staaten­
land, in the ftraits of Le Maire; here we had an agreeable 
amufement in hunting an 1nnumerable qu~ntity of fca­
lions, feals, .and fea-fowls. 

On the z 3d of January, 1775, we failed to the fouth­
eaft, and on the 14th difcovered the ifiand of South Georgia, 
in lat. 54 deg. 38 'Inin. Here we landed in all fpeed, and 
though it was now the fummer feafon, we found the whole 
cotmtry covered with an eternal fnow, excepting fome of its 
coaft.!,Qu which there grew only one fingle fpecies of grafs, 
and a tort ofjanguijorba. This horrid rountry, however, 

4 afforded 
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afforded us fome fre!h provitions, viz. the fiefh of the 
rca-lion and feal; a kind Of food that we had fome time 
before learnt to. put up with. We a[terwanls found one 
after another, feveral fmall iilands and rocks ; on one of 
which, in confequence of a fog ariting, we very narrowly 
efcaped being !hipwrecked; an accident which, in the 
circumfiances we were in, would inevitably have put an 
end to our voyage and difcoveries, together with our 
lives. 

On the 28th of January, in lat. 60, the !hip could make 
no wayan account of the ice. On the 31 fi we found 
ourfelves in a fog, and very ncar a high land, covered 
every where with an eternal tilow; but the approach of 
winter and other circumfrances, occafioned us to give over 
all farther invefiigation of this place. This furthefi point 
of land that we could fee, we called the fouthern <.rbule, as 
being the mofi c1ifiantJand fcen in this hemifphere. 
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A VOYAGE TO THE 

SEC T. VI. 

Return to the Cape of Good Hope. 

A T length we quite turned our backs upon thefe coltl 
latitudes, when . the daily increafing warmth, and 

our approach to the north, to the civilized world, to our 
friends and our home, contributed to enliven us with the 
hopes of a quick and fortunate conclufiou to the whole 
voyage, and the many difagreeable circumftances attend­
ing it. But that we now had many more hardlhips to 
undergo, than BYRON, WALLIS, ""d COOK had fuff'ered 
in their former voyages round the earth, many of our 
officers, as well a~ of the crew, who had been on one or - . 
more of thoCe voyages, at,tefied. The purpofes intended 
to be anfwered by our voyage, particularly that of ap­
proaching as near as we could to the . fouth pole, required 
other attempts to be made, other,dangers to be undergone: 
the remainder of the voyage confequently, was almofi a 
concatenation of dangers and hardihips. 

On the I 7th ofMarclI wefaw land, viz. the coaft of Africa. 
The reader may eafily imagine, how delightful 'a fight this 
was t9 ,u s. In the mean while, entirciy ignorant of the 
fiate of 'affairs in Europe, we could not, 'when once in fight 

of 
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of the harbour itfelf, alfure ourfclves that we Ihould not 
be picked up by fome unknown enemy, who might carry 
us out as prifoners, perhaps to the moft diftant part. of -the 
Eaft-Indies. The next day, however, we overtook a Dutch 
velfel, and received from her the joyful news of a general 
peace. Before night ._ we faw fe"*aI fails more, which 
foemed to be fteering _ by_ the Cape, and making as faft as 
pomble for Europe; and with no fmall pleafure, particu­
larly on my part, we raw theSweailh flag flying upon two 
of them. The ocean' had hitherto, during our voyage, been 
really too lonefome and defolate a theatre to us ; -and it 
would be necelfary to be as weary of the uniformity of it, 
as we were, in order to enjoy a fight upon it, which at 
any other time would. have been of no confequence. Nei~ 

ther is it any wonder, that in fo long a fpace of time, we 
came to he in fome meafure weary of each others company; 
when, for inftance, thofe who were ufed to entertain the 
company with tales and anecdotes, were obliged to have 
recourfe two or three times to the fame ftories, in order to 
furnifh their quota in converfation. 

The following morning we overtook an Englilh Ihip 
called the 'frue Briton; commanded by Captain BROADLY, ­
who fent us fome old news-papers. ·Full of love for my 
native country, I firft and foremoft, with the-greateft eager­
nefs, ran over all the articles in them that concerned Sweden; 
hut found only a couple of lines, whiCh gave me to under­
ftand that a great revolut'ion had taken place there, hut 
~ . 

did not fay when or how. This gave rife to <livers con-
jeaures amongft us, and was to me in particular an aJfea­
ing fubjea to ruminate upon; but from what the Englilh 

told 
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I.l;lh. - told me, as well as from wh'at my own ideas fuggefted to me, 
~ I was cOlivinced, that the commotions in the Swedifh go­

vernment were then a1moft at fuch a height, as fcarcely to be 
capable or growing worfe, and that thus this news in all 
.probability argued fOp1ething better. This confideration 
was not without its el\!a in comforting me, till time fi,ew­
.ed how extremely right we had been in our conjectures. 

At length on the Wliidnefday following, being the · Z 2d 
of March, 1775, after a voyage of fixty thou6nd miles, 
and an abfence of two years and a quarter from the Chrif­
tian and civilized part of the world, we came again to 
anchor in <rable.bay. Thofe who before us had failed round 
the globe always went to the weftward, and thus loft a day 
in their reckoning. But, as we made the fame voyage 
towards the eaft, 'and thus Contintlally anticipated the rifing 
of the fun,we were cOllfequently the firft, and, indeed, only 
navigators, who had gained a day, or found a fuper­
numerary day on their journals. Confequently, according 
to the Dutch almanacks at the Cape, in was on Tuefday, 
or tbe 2 I ft of March; that we landed there; . Ii> that, 
direCtly contrary to every known and ufual mode of ex­
preffion, we actually had two Tuefdays in one week. 

It was now a thing which weearneftlY wifilCd for, as 
well as of the greateft confequence to us, to enter the· 
harbour, as fevecal of our crew were attacked with the 
fcurvy. OUr unp:lraUeled prefervatives of four-crout and 
won, had, it mnft be owned, pretty well kept us hem 
the 'r;wages of this otherwi(e .deftructive diforder,' fo that 
we loft only one of our e<:_ by' ficknefs (an old complaint 
of the hmgs) fmce we1eft the Cape ; but our blood anti 
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humours were, as well as our malt, and the greateft part '775' 

March. 
of our provifiollS, ill confequence of the length of the '-<--J 
voyage, fpoiled and' corrupted. Our bread was, and had 
been for a long time, both mufty and mouldy ; and at the 
fame time fwarming with two different forts of little hrown 
grubs (the cllrclilio granl1rills, or w«evil, and the dermej/es 
pan;cells) which either in that ftate or in that of their larvas, 
or maggots, had neftled themfelves into every bit of bre"l 
that we had, fo that we could not poffibly avoid eating 
them; and they frequently difcovered thernfclves to us, 
the former by a bitter, the latter by a difagreeable cold 
tane in the mouth. Nay, their larvas, or maggots, were 
foulld ill fueh quantities ill the peas-foul', . as if they had 
beell Itrewed over our plates on purpofe, fo that we could 
not avoid fw allowing fome of them ill every fpOOllful we 
took. The. peas ufed for . this purpofe, had been ground 
a little ill England, that they might boil the eafier, but 
had by this very means afforded an cafier palfage to' thefe 
difguftful infecrs. · 

What was of ftill more ccnfequence, was, that we had 
only a quantity of bread, bad as it was, fnflieient for a 
few days on board; and as for the brandy, an article of 
great importance to tlie crew, it \fas, if I remember right, 
quite gone the day before we arrived in the harbour. 
Pepper, vinegar, coffee and fugar, by the help of which, 
taking them in their. turns, the (.,It provifion would have 
been lefs hurtful to us, we had for a long time been en­
tif'ely without. . Our fait meat, nOw almoft three. years old, 
'havingbe~n kept on board duriqg the whole of this period, 
was the more dried and Ihrunk up, ;ls.Ole falt had had fomueh 

the 
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the longer time to abforb.to itfelf and dry up all the moi­
frure and jnices. Thefe, with fevera! other difficulties, 
occ.fioned the joy we felt at having got into the harbour, 
where we fhould be able in ' many ref peas to lead, as it 
were, a new life, to be as unbounded as it was univcrfa!. 
\Vith pleafure, likewife, ami longing defire, we received 
our letters from Europe, but not without a very natural 

• 
anxiety and fear, left we fuould find in them accounts of 
the lois of our deareft friends and acquaintance. After 
about nve weeks flay at the Cape, the Refolution failed 
for England, attended with my moft hearty good wifues. 
The civilities I · had received from almoft every body on 
board this fuip, the dangers I had undergone in it" and 
the friendfhips, which during that long fpace of time I had 
had an 0Pliortunity of making, g.'Ve me, it muft be owned, 
fuffi~ent caufe. I, for my part, in purfuance of the refo­
lution I had previoully made, fraid behind in Africa, in 
order to continue my refearches in this country, of yo/hich 
I. therefore nowrefllme th~ relatiol). 

O 'H A I'. 
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c Et A P. IV. 

JOURNEY FROM CAPE TOWN TO THE COUNTRY OF TilE 

CAFFRES • 

• 

SEC T. I. 

Rrjidence at Cape Twn previous to tbe Au/hor's Africon 
Expedition. 

M y de(u-es 'and thoughts continually ran upon making 
a journey into.the internal parts of this country, ~ntl 

"ifiting the different nations of it. For the prefent, how­
ever, I " 'as obliged to 'fray in the 'town, and wait for the 
appearance of fpring or the. fine feafon. 

I have obferved before, that the quaade mouffon, or win­
ter, is reckoned to laft from the r 4th of May to the f~mc 
day in Auguft; and that during that time, ihips fclclom 
v:pture to rlln into Table-bay. A Dutch velfel, which 
.6'everthel<;,fs fiiII fiaid here on (ome particlilar bufine(s, and 
on the night fucceedillg the 1'4th day had throwll out all 
%~ L p ~ 
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177')- her anchors on account of the violence of the north-weft 
May . 
~ ,vind, was very near being driven on the rocky ground 

that lies by the fide of the fori. < The day after this, or 
the 15th, the bay was fo much ag'fated by the fiorm, that 
no boat or floop could go to Of from the above··mcntioncc l 
fbip. The next evening the wind increafc(l as the night 
calne on, and the poor fcanlcn had rcafon to fear that every 
minute would be their !aft. The extreme darkncf" of the 
nig ht, contributed not a little to make the dangcr, and e\'en 
,1cath itfclf more terrible. I lived in the upper nory of a 
fione honfc towards the higher part of th e town, whc r :..~ 

the hurricane fil00k the windows, roof, and, I had ;'limoll 
faid, the whok: houfe. Thi:> lll)' firultion, as well as the 
more d~ll1gerou s one of the Dutc:h {hip, awakened in me a 
l ively rememhrance of the Antar,,'lic cold, and the vJ.riou <:. 
ftonns 1 h~d c:-;pt ricnccd ; and made mc more thoroughly 
fCllfiblc of the comforts of a'good warm bc,l-cham1>c, upon 
terra firma, hut at I"he f;mlc time excited in me f(, m 1lch 
the g rc:1tcr compafli on for the veffel in diftr"cf'l. COil tl"~ry 

to "all cx pechnion however, its anchor and" tackling \'Vcrc 
proof that night againft the ftorrn ;: an<.1 the next day's calm, 
at the fanw time that it put the !hip out of danger, diifufell 
fatisfaEtion over the countenances of everyone. Another 
event of this kind, though it happened during my ab­
feilce, while I wa~ .. gone on my "'oyag e to the South SC:l, 
defervcs hnweycr to "he recorded in th is place, more efpc­
cially as it is a farther proof of the unl:tfe nefs of this 
road in " winter. Here follows the acconn(of it, as I '~~ 1.d 
it confirmed to me by feveral eye-witne{fcs. 

The 



CAP E 0 F GOO D HOP E. 

The !hip Jong ,[,homas, which happened to ftay in Table­
bay till the boilterous feafon had commenced, was driven 
on Ihore by a ftorm near the I.n<l on the fide of Zout 
Rivier, not far to the northward of the fort. Early in the 
morning, as foon as this happened, orders were ilfued by 
government, that no one !honld, on pain of death, pre­
fume to approach, even from afar, this unlucky Ihore; 
where, to give weight and authority to this refolution of 
theirs, they had with equal readinefs ereCted gibbets, and 
at the fame time pofted troops all over the neighbourhood; 
but neither thefe, nor any other meafures taken by them, 
were in any way conducive to the faving of the crew, 
being merely calculated to prevent fuch goods and mer­
chandize being ftolen as might chance to be thrown up 
in the wreck. The filip, however, was wrecked very ncar 
the !hare; fa that the crew's di!1:refs and calls for alliftance, 
were heard very diftinCtly; but the fwell of the fea, which 
with the greateft violence wa!hed over the !hip and broke 
agaillft the ftrand, made it impoffible for them to Cwe 
themfelves in boats, and highly dangerous to attempt it 
by fwimming. Some of thofe who ventured to fwim to 
Ihore, were thrown againft the rocks and da!hed to pieces; 
others, as (oon as they had arrived at the (hare were car­
ried back again by another wave and drowned. One of 
the keepers of the company's menagerie, who before break 
of day, ere the prohibition was made public, had rode out 
to 5-,rry his fan (a · corporal in the army) Ius breakfaft, 
odIne by that means to be a fpeCt.tor of thefe poor people's 
<liftre(s; at the fight of which he was touched with com­
paffion of fa Doble a kino, and . at the fame time fa opera-

P 1. tive, 
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tive, that (eating himfelf firm on his fpirited horfe, he 
fwam him over to the Ihip; encouraged fome of them 
feverally to br hold of the end of a rope, which he threw 
out to them for that purpofe, and others to falten them­
felves to the horfe's. tail; then turned about, and carried 
them fafe on /hore. This animal's natural aptner, for 
fwimming, the great lizc of his body, the firmnefs and 
firength of his limbs, prevented him from being eamy 
overpowered by the fwell of the fea. 

But unfortunately this generous and aClivc veteran him­
fdf became a viCtim to death. Fourteen young perfons he 
had aCtually Caved; and while. endeavouring to preferve 
more than it waS roffible for hiIn to do in fo fhort :l time, 
he and, his horfe were bOlh drowned. The occalion of 
this was as follows; after the feventh turn, having !laid a 
little longer than nfual to relt himfelf, the poor wretc!,e, 
on board were afraid that he did not intcnu to return; for 
thi ~ reafon being impatient, they redouLlccl their prayers 
and cries for atli!lance; upon which, his tendere!l feeling 
being wrought upon, he again ha!lened to their relief ere 
his horfe was fuflkiently relted. The poor animal, almolt 
fpent, now funk the Cooner under his burden, in:.fmllch 
as too 11lal1Y fought to be faved at one tin1C; and one of 
them, as it was thought, happcfled unluckily tq catch 
hold of the horfe's bridle, and by that means drew its head 
under water. This bold and enterprizing philanthropilt 
commands our efteem and admiration the more, as heo;"ha(l , 

put himfelf into this· danger fo~ the· relief of others, wim 
out himfelf being able to ' fwim. I have therefore confi­
dered it. as my 'peculiar d\1ty, as weU as a plcafure, to 

prefcrve 
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prefervc his name, which was VOLTEMAD, together with 
this .gallant exploit of his in thefe pages. Infpired with 
fimil ar fentiments, the Eaft-India directors in Holland, 
on receiving inte11igence of this affair, raifed a monument 
to his rncmory, in a manner worthy of thcmfelvcs an (I 
him, by callIng one of their new-built {hips after hi s 
name, and ordering the whole fiory to be painted on the 
!tern. Thefe orders were ~ccompanied with letters to the 
regency at the Cape, the wntents of which were as fol­
lows : 'fbat ill caJe VOLTEMAD bad left allY ifTue in tb, mi­
litary or civil departmen;, 'bey jhould lake care 10 provide 
for them, and make tbeir fortune tIS Jpeedify ami r,fjeFiuf'l/y tIS 

jJqfJible. But unfortunately, in the fouthcrn h cmill)hcre 
they ]la<l not all the f.,me grateful fentjlncnt~. The young 
corporal VOL T}o~ l\f AD, who had been an cyc-,vitnefs to hi.; 
father's h aving offered himfelf up in the fer\'ice of the 
company and of man-kind, was refufed his father"s place, 
though the appointment fo it could fcarcel y be conudcred 
as any promotion . From mere chagrin, therefore, he had 
alre:1.<l y quitted that ungrateful cO\mtry, and was gone to 
Batar[,ia, where he dieu hefore the news of fo great ~md ' 

unexpeCted a rCC0l11menllation could reach hiln. There 
were fevcr:l1 inhabitants of the Gape, who, wh ile they, 
with a laudable emotion, larnented tEe unliappy fatc of 
VO.cTEMAD and his fon, affirmed, that a finalllin e might, 
by lome good fwimmer, or by Volfemad himfdf, have 
b9"" handed from the firand to the Ihi1'; by mcans of 
~hic11' one or more {~out ropes might have been fi retchccl 
out between thefe latter, for the purpofe "r (,,·ing the 
crew. It was likewife thought, that the im,inl' ,of that 
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fevere prohibition, and the appointment of the guard of 
foldiers, were not of fuch ufe to the company as they 
were imagined to be; as, not to mention other things, 
even fa heavy a mnuuodity as iron was fiolen away from 
the wreck; which, after the fionn had abated, and the 
fca, that had rifen canfiderably, had retired again, as good 
as lay upon dry land. 

Under the pretence of preventing the people belonging 
to the filiI' from being plundered, they were direclly put 
under a guard upon the fpot from that time till the even­
ing; and that without their having taken any refrcfilment, 
although they were wet and hungry, and wearied out with 
the labour of the preceding night. For feveral days after 
this they werc feen wandering up and down the fireets, 
.begging clothes and victuals. One of thefe, indeed, is re­
ported to have met with peculiarly rough treatment. This 
was a failor, who, in order the better to fwim for his life, 
went off from the wreck almofi naked, and having got 
fafc on iliore with his chefi, opened it, in order to take out 
a waificaat to caver his nakednefs; he was, however, not 
anI y hindered in fo doing by a young chit of an officer, but 
was obliged to put up with a few frrokes of a cane into the 
bargain; being told at the fame time, that he was liable 
to be hanged without delay on one of the newly-ereded 
gibbets; as, directly contrary to the exprefs prohibition of 
government, he had prefumed to meddle with goods faved 
from the wreck. The failor excufed himfelf with faymg-, 
that it was impoffible for him not to be ignorant of the 
prohibition, and that he could dearly prove himfelf to be 
the right owner of the chell: by the key of it (whicb, in 

the 
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the failor's faihion, was faftened to his belt,) as well as by '773 ' 
r. Mar · 

a plaIm-book, wherein his name was written, and which ....,..,.....; 
lay in that fame cheft. Notwithftanding all this, it was 
with great difficulty that he (aved his neck from the gal-
lows. He was forced, however, naked and wet as he 'was, 
to wait in the fields till the evening, with no other cover-
ing than the {ky. Shivering with cold, he at length, 
through repeated entreaties, got permiffion to look afier 
his cheft, and take what he wanted out of it, but no,v 
found it broke open and plundered. To conclude, when 
they had taken him to the town, and there left him near 
the gates naked and bare, as above defcribed, he had, how-
ever, the good fortune to meet with a tender-hearted citi-
zen, Who immediately, without the leaft hefitation, gave 
him the coat off his own back, and took him to his own 
houfe. 

This anecdote of the Cailor I had from one iingle per­
fan only; but though that perfon's character for veracity 
was unimpeached, yet, for the honour of our (pe­
des, I' CQuid heartily wiih, that my informer might be 
found to have over-charged his colours in the black paint­
ing he has mnde of this tranf.1ction! On the contrary, ra­
ther may the fame cornp;!ffionate law in favour of thoCe 
who have the misfortune to- Cuffer Ihlpwrcck, take place 
in Europe and iis cokmies as it does in China! on the coaft 
of which Joingdom, all Cuch as are unforl-unate enough to -
lie jlranded, whether natives or lhangers from the moft 
&t'fant counrry, find not only perfect feeurity for their 
perCons and effects, but are likewi(e maintained and found 
in every thing till they get to their own home, whither 

tlley 
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'n;. they lre fent at free coft. Sume of the crew of the Fn­
J\.-by. 

'v'v"V deric Adolpbus, a Swedifil velfel, filipwrccked on the Plata 
bank, September the 3d, 1761, who landed in their boats 
before the Chinefe town Katjie, experienced in its fulleft 
extent the efficacy of an cftablifilIDent that docs fo much 
honour to nlankind. Mr. MAULE, the fupercargo, who 
likcwifc W~IS one of the number, has a{fured me, that they 
were all received with the greateft humanity, maintained 
at the .clnperor's expence, and conveyed in one of the 
larger kind of Chillefe velfels to the other Europems at 
Canton. 

As in the preceding pages I have made mention of the 
!:tonny winters at the Cape, it may not be improper to give 
here a fnmmary abftraCl: of my meteorological obfervations 
for the months of May, June, and July. With regard to the 
temperature of the air I muft previoufiy remind the reader, 
that I made ufe of a FAHRENHEIT'S thermometer, which Was 
given .me by Dr. FORSTER at our parting; and that the 
obfervations taken with it were made in th~ ihade, in the 
open air, between eight and nine o'clock in the morning, 
when the 'temperature of the air was 010ft like that.of the 
night. I muft farther remark, that the winters at the 
Cape are in general by no means fevere, and that this 
winter was reckoned one of the milueft. 

During the fuft half of May the thermometer kept fluc­
tuating between 53 and 63 degrees; and unring the latter 
half, between 50 and 58, excepting on the 27th of this 
month, when it was at the loweft, or 49!. although ''\E ~ 
day w.as clear and the fun fuone. The rainy days in this 
month were the I Ith, I 10th, 15th, 16th, 30th; and 

among 
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ampng thefe the three firft named were the worft, and ac­
companied with tempeftuousnorth-weftwinds; fothatwhen 
1 paired ZOllt Rivier on the 1 Uh, the water was no higher 
than my horfe's.knees; but when 1 repaired it on the 15th, 
the water had rifen fo high, in confequence of the rain 
and ti(le, as to reach up to my faddle. 

In the month of June the thermometer was between 
54 and 60. There was a fall either of rai'n or fno(v 011 

the 1ft, zd, 3d, 4th, 14th, 27th, 'and fa on to the 31ft 
indufively. llefides thefe, there were a few other cloudy 
days, attended with a high wind; uut the remainder .re­
fembled ·our fine fummer days in Sweden.. On the 3d, it 
rained very violently, whem it happened that a quantiry of 
water which, in the preceding days, had been colleCted on 
the mountain, burft its:way do,vn to the town, and filled 
the canals there; at ille fame time overflowing foine of 
the fireets; fa that for feveral minutes, ·it rofe to the height 
of two or three feet againft, ~e,houfes. It likewife wafh­
eQaw.;iy ,a fm'llJ ' will belongingio a ftone houfe,and car­
rimlh~~~Ctbc hUilding; auhe fame time mfhing into 
di\ie~~C¢na~. 

JriJnly, by,. reafol).pf.foqle ;,ntervening affairs that hin­
dcre,fme, I obferved the frate .Of the' weather only till the 
19th; during that . time, tlle thermometer kept between 
5+'a!l,k$9 .degre.:S . •. The rainyd~yi 'were the 6th, 7th, 
8th, " d:th, . l~ih;. clOuds . \vithont rain on the 3d, 9th, 
loth, 13th,~d , 1 .. gb. · . . 

V{)L. I. Q SEC T. 
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SEC T. II. 

Preparations jor the Ajn'can Expedition. 

D URING the major part of the winter months I lived 
in the tOWll iueJf,. and at rimes made preparatiolls 

for my journey in feveral ways," among which might be 
reckoned m,y praGtifin,g phyiic and furgery; as what I ac­
quired by thefemeans,wall a great help towards equip­
ping me out in the expenfive manner my undertaking re­
quired. My travelling purfe was farther fortified by a 
luck y fpeculation in commerce, and likeWife with fixty 
ducats (for w¥ch fum, I ,~3d . ~ nght "t? :~~a' 'bill 
for acceptance) for my ;Englilh tranllation , of. our' 'able 
Swedi1h phyftcian V ANR9S.Rl'T:UN'. <f'f~It#I/on. the Vi/­
taJes of Children. Thi& work IUOOertoOk and finilhed 
in the laft year of ,our . ~~ in the South Sea, moftly 
ila the rougher climates. ai ·1 at that time was the leaft 
bun, up with 'butUl'~sOf any .~er . kind, e~Pt' that 
of writing; though even in thi~ . , ~afe I was not un-, . . 
frequently obliged, on account of ~e ·ftormy . weati""r, . . ~ -, . , . ,. :, . '.' "." 

to cling W1thmyl~gs toUnd: tlle f~t ~f"the .!abl~, all" 
hold q1yfel( faft ' with one .hjllld, in order ' t6 be 'able to 

6 write 
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write with the other. I take this opPortwlity of ac­
knowledging my obligations to Meflios. FORSTER for va­
rious alter.tions they were fa kind .s to bellow on the 
mm{]ation here .Iluded to, which my flender knowledge 
of the Englith tongue made extremely necdfary ; as like­
wife for their taking cue of the impreffion of it at Land"" 
in the year 1776. 

With a view of rendering my intended journey morc 
~greeable and convenient, I made every pemble enquiry 
where I could hear any thing concerning it; but inflead 
of gaining any ufeful intelligence, I was left more in 
the dark than I was l)ef;'ore, a. moft of the informa­
tion I could collect W~s cqnfuwd and perplexed; the va­
rious accounts I heard; being often contradictory to each 
other, but ftill more frequeruly dalhing with probabi­
lity itfclf. I \\'as chiefly t\iifuaded from the journey, a, 
being a very abfur<l and U4IIgerolls lmden.king, efpe­
ciallY as, beill$ a firanger, " as yet unacquainted with 
Africa;' , ;inp far from rich~ 1 mull: necefi'arily fubjeCl: 
myfelf , fP~~~!'Y ldnd ,Clf inconvenience; but fince 1 faw 
n~il\i~ : itTipoffi.l:ile ' in the ~, at le.ft not in making 
tl)e:,eil,Cperlmen~ I pw(ued my ddign. With this "iew I 
fonne<;i an acquaintan:ce and even frieodlhlp with Mr. 
DoANI~" , F:J>Il~IN~~D IMMELMAN, a young African, wllo 
be£o~ ' fm~ had,in~Y for the fake of picafurc, made 
a little' trip,: intQ the ci:>wltry, to which he was induced 
by ,the foUoi.Ylilg {piPt,!:,!" ~ell.eCl:ioo: that it ,was, very lit­
t:.ef either , lQ, his hoi'll/lIf ' or tQ that cif .t~e other Afli­
ca,ncOMiilijtf, '~a~ they , had , negleCl:~d inveftigating their 
O\nl.\;O\1I1try, fa that they wOuld foon be obliged to apply to 
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me and other ltrangers, for intelligence concerning them­
felves and the very place of 'their refidenee. For his own 
pat~, he was eafily perflladed to enter into all my ddigns 
and favour me with his company; but we were obliged to 
lay our heads together and fbnd firm by cae!, other, ill 
order to get the permiffion of his relations. His mother, 
a fenfible European lad y, together with her lovely daugh­
ter, at length gave their conCent, and ' principally on this 
account, that young Immelman hall very weak Illngs, and 
the beft remedy for him would be to take a long jonrne)' 
on horfeback, efpecially as he had the advantage of being 
accompanied by a phyfician: and 'on the other hand, he 
h ad reafon to fear a more certain and horrid death in , 
confequence of the complaint 'he laboured under, than 
any, thing that might ·be apprehended from the attach 
of the roving Hottentots or of the wild beafts up th', 
country. His father, an old experienced foldier, whe, 
had ferved both in Europe and the Eaft-Iptiies, and Wa!; 

then lieutenant in the garrifon at . the <%Pe, ' at length 
gave .his eoment on the ' principle/, that",' ,r" IIid ' iho1)ld 
never be !by or backward; 'where theret' oWas '.tW·/dan­
ger . . For this purpofe Mr. "!fhineimliln pr6'vidoo' himfelf 
with a good eaCy nag, for ~whkh ·lie gave fifty rix­
dollars; I had already <bought' an ordinary ' galloway 
for thirty-four, and a new baggilge~waggon, ·a!xnit ; the 
fize' of the ammunitiop-waggonS"in Sweden, but covereel 
over· with a tihmadeof, "fail:c1o~h, and ' fini!beol ., in 
the fame manner as ' thofe inwhichche"peafants uRr.JI'J 
travel in :this colony. :·, 'J1lieprice ~bi 'it ' waS , }ikewife 
wha( was uCually given .for thd'e' carriages, "that';:s, about 

h\'O 
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two hundred rixdollars, reckoning (eventy-four for the 
wood-work, and eighty for the iron-"'ork; the yoke, the 
hind chains, and thofe for the traces, the fai1-cloth cover­
ing, and" box for the conm, ma,le up the reft of the 
fum. To draw a waggon "Of this kind there arc uf"ally 
required five pair of ox.en, which I therefore bargained for' 
at eight rixdollars a head. I further took with me mc­
(lieines of feveral forts, as well for OUf own ufe, as for that 
of the pea6nts, to whom they might be of great fervice, 
and procure us a better reception. I Hke,vife provided 
myielf with a fin all ftl'ck of glafs beads, braf, ti nder· 
hoxes, ficc:Is for ftriking fire with, and knives, togcthn 
with lome tobaceo; ' al~ thefe were commodities peculiarly 
acceptable to the Hottentots.. We likewife took with us 
an oaken caik, made for the purpofe of keeping ferpents 
and other animals in brandy; alfo feveral reams of paper 
for drying plants, with ]cads and needles for infctts, and 
at the fame time JOllle necelfary changes of apparel. Nei­
ther did,.",e fQrget to. take with 116· plenty of tea, coffee, 
choColate, . and fugar. panly for our own ufe, and partl y 
to.,iniPluate ourfcJves into the good. graces of the yeomen, 
wil,o, ·by. reafuo o.f the great diftance they are at from the 
Cape, are often without thefe nece!f,.-ies. I was toM in­
deed • . .(that liquors would infallibly anfwe" this purpofe 
m\lch obetter; but the room they took lip, their weight, 
and the apen.., of them, prevented: me f.rom taking any 
with me • . , We. were . well. provided with needle& of feveral 

",~rts, ~iby means .Olf: thefe, and. , a few good. words, we 
fiwultlJ~c:':enablet!l, ;to 'gainthe good'graoes of the farmer's 
daughters, <IS well as their ' affiftan~e in cOllctling infects. 

I bought 
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I bought too thirty, odd pounds of gilnpowder, with a 
{mall quantity of''which we filled. feveral horns, which we 
kept ncar ath.,.nd; the remainder we emptied into a 
leathern b'lg, and ' locked it up in mycheft;, by way of 
keepilig ,.;t out of the way of the"1ighted pipes of the 
Hottentots. We took. with us fhot of different fizes, about 
{eventy pound in weight, with a tolerable ftoek of balls, 
lead, and moulds for cailing. It is certain, that the ex­
pence and quantity of this ammuuition, was much more 
than we were advifed to take with us, or than I myfelf 
thought neceffary. On our return to the Cape, however, 
after an eight month's jow-ney, i t ,was almofr all ufed. J 
wouid therefore advife every bc!41; "who may hereafter 
undertake an expedition of this JQn.:l, to frock. themfelves 
well with powder and, /hot. Every /hot does not take 
place, and not a little is expended in the (hooting of fmall 
birds ; rome too muft be fpent in fuooting at marks. Be­
fides, it may happen, as it did to me and w-y party, that 
for {everal weeks together, Qncpnay ,'h~v~ditt;leelfe IQc live 
upon than what falls befllre~" ;glUl:; ' 1I(l~ ,'~ .~i<l!n, 
that prudence requires on<;;,tcr be ;p,epai'ed .uh 'aall;;i:a.ni;. 
tion againft the hoftile att.l£ks q,f,~, Bofbies-men "and 
Caifres. 

A.s the colonifts here ~,enjoined by the la~~s , to.,{eize . 

an4 bring to the Ca~ all fuch as troWel about· the ~ 
without being able tj),> fllew a pennifiion in writing for 

, th;il; purpofe, I ' theref~ foliQ$ed and , obtained. the 8'1-
verno~'s pafs, requiringtbal' l/llou)d pa{~ !lvel'!j! wiJ.ere tfee­
and unmokfted; an4 at the fame time IDat theiph;il!ibnts . - ,. - . - . . " 

Ihould affift me as far as lay in their power, an *tiioli<1g 
a rea-



CAP E 0 F GOO .D HOP E. 

a reafonable compenfation. In another letter, the people 
belonging to the waIJIl baths in Hottentots Ho/Jand were 
enjoined to find me in ~04ging; for this remedy I was re­
folved to try againft the rheumatic pilins I experienced in 
confequence of t~ cQld, to which I had been expofed in 
the Antarruc circle. 
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