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but, as in fummer they have nothing elfe to fuftain themfelves
with, they content them{elves with browzing on the thrubs
and bufhes; and notwithftanding this, do not by any means
fare ill.  The larger kinds of cattle cannot make fo good a
fhift with mere fhrubs, but are obliged to feek for reeds and
other green vegetables in the rivers ; for which reafon, where
the inhabitants of the Carrowe live in fuch low fituations,
they remove in the fummer up to the ridges of moun-
tains and hills, where they find the ufual fummer climate,
with rain at intervals, plenty of grafs, and cool refrefh-
ing breezes. In the winter, it is f{aid both to hail and
fnow on divers of the mountains; on which account the
colonifts leave them at that time, in order to enjoy in the
Carrow, or lower f{ituations, the benefit of a mild winter,
accompanied with rain and a delightful verdure, as I have
defcribed it above. Allured by the fame advantages, the
wild harts or gazells likewife come down into the plains,
and are followed by the beafts of prev. To the ditferent
forts of corn the Carrow climate is {0 far unfavourable,
that in cafe they are fowed in the winter or the rainy
feafon, they are (as I have been informed by the inhabi-

tants, who have made many attempts of the kind) apt to

be rotted by the too great abundance of water; and if
put into the ground in fummer, they cannot {pring up
on account of the great drought. Notwithftanding all
thefe natural difadvantages, however, to the honour of the
forecaft and diligence of man in a ftate of civilization be
it {poken, one very frequently fees, e¢ven’in the parched
and dry Carrow plains,” fields of corn, kitchen-gardens,
and vineyards, verdant and flourifhing in the highef de-

gree;
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grec; while the wild plants around them die, or languifh ¢
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with drought. This remarkable appearance proceeds v

from the water being brought down at pleafure from the
neareft mountains, and carricd all over their fields and
plantations.

What are termed by the colonifts the Zwwur-velden, or
Sour-fickls, are fuch as lie fomewhat higher and cooler
than the fhore, and thus are.better fupplied with rain than
the other plains; which, however, abound more in grafs.
The different forts of grafs here are likewife perennial, and
coarfer than thofe of' the former; at the fame time that
their blades have a hairy roughnefs in them, and are
broader. The cattle in thefe trats of country are fome-
what given to chew unwholefome fubftances, {uch as thongs
of leather, chalk, ‘and bones; and are even accuftomed, in
failure of every'thing elfe of the kind, to gnaw cach others
horns.  This circamftance, which fecms to denote an acid
in the ffomach of the cattle, may, probably, liave given oc-
cafion to the appellation beftowed on thefe plains.  Some of
the Caffre plains are f{aid likewife to pofiefs this acid quali-
ty in fo-high a degree, as to occation the cattle at night,
when fhut up in their ftalls, to gnaw-e€ach other’s horns,
by which-means their horns have the appeatrance of carved
vork; a crcumftance which ought, therefore, by no means
to be . afcribed, as it has been, to the manual operations
of the Caffre herdfmen, or to the effelts of imagination
only..

"To conclude; withi refpelt to the Zuur-welden, it is re-
markeéd bythe volonifts, that there §5'¥{s milk in propor-
tiony -bat mtore ‘as well as better butter than in the Zocz-
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. q:é:;fi"er. welden, though in thefe latter places the cattle get fatter.

A~/ By thc Sweet-fields (Zoet-velden) are meant {uch places as
do not correfpond to the defcriptions given above of the
Zunr and Carrow-veld. Such {pots as are low, rather
fandy, and lie near the fhore, are given as inftances of the
Zoet plains’; as the Zuwr again are Honing-klip, Houtni-
quas-land, and the greater part of Lange-kloof and Cafire-
land.

For the purpofe of feeding fheep, the Carrow is confi-
dered as the beft land, and the Zuwur-velden the leaft, if at
all, fit.  For cattle it has been found to anfwer better, when
thev could be removed off and on from one of thefe kinds
of land to the other. The conitant and unequivocal cxpe-
rience of the colonifts, with regard to this point, agrees with
the refult of the practice of the Hottentots ; though this, in
fact, has its origin almoft entirely in prejudice; for as foon
as any of them, or of their cattle, fall fick and dic, or any
other misfortune happens to, or even only thrcatens them,
they immediately remove their ftation.  This, perhaps,
is one of the principal caufes that the cattle of the Hot-
tentots, in fome meafure, keep up to their originat ftandard;;
whilft, on the m’ntmry ‘thofc of the chriftians: degenc-
rate to a fmaller racé; and that chiefly in thofc parts which
lie nearer to the'Cape, ‘and therefore have been longer
inhabited and cultivated.

It has likewife been remarked, beyond a thadow of
doubt, that fuch places as before abounded in grafs, and
were very fertile in ‘corn and the T of . the kitchen-
garden, are now fallen'off confiderablyy fothat it is feared,
that they muft in a fhort time be given up, - The. rkwe-

ceros-
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ceros-bufh (a fpecies of floebe) a dry thrub, which is other- Senils

wifc ufed to thrive on barren tracts of land, now begins M::;
to encroach more and more on fuch places as have been
thoroughly cleared and cultivated.  When I afked the
country people the reafon of this, they would lay the
blame on their fins. Their confciences, probably, inform-~
ed them, that there was great reafon for fo doing. Onc
of their fins which moft merited this punifthment, as
having contributed moft to the evil, might, in this cafe,
be reckoned their want of knewing how to drefs properly
the {oil they occupied, and to manage it to the beft advan-
tage. As the grounds that are newly broken up are, in
every country, and in all parts of the world, more fertile
than they .can be expefted to be after fome time, it is no
wonder, that the lands in Africa at prefent require more
drefling and manuring than the colonifts think proper to
beftow on themy but which is abfolutely neceflary, in or-
der to keep them up in that degree of heart and ftrength
which they have before, during a period of many ages,
had time to acquire.

In direct contradiction to the cuftom and example of the
original inhabitants the Hottentots, the colonifts turn their
cattle out confiantly into the fame figlds, and that too in
a much greater quaptity than ufed to graze there in the time
af the Hottentots; as they keep not. ﬂnljr .a number fuffi-
cient for: W own ufe, but likewife enough ito fupply the
more pl ztablﬁs of the numerous inhabitants of Cape
' ® '_ kigg:far:the victualling of the thips in their

! £fl?ml't the Mﬁiﬁd@s w;rh freth, and even
drediprovifions. In. wnfequence of the ficlds be-
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ing thus continually grazed offy and the great increafe of the
" cattle feeding on them, the grafies and herbs which thefe
animals moft covet are prevented continually more and
more from thriving and taking root; while, on the con-
trary, the 7bizoceres-bufh, which the cattle alwavs pafs
by and leave untouched, is fuffered to take root frec and
unmolefted, and encroach on the place of others: {fo that
this ought to appear the lefs ftrange to the colonifts, as
this punifhment tor their {ins (as they call the réinoccros-
bufh,) together with feveral other dry barren fhrubs and
bufhes, 1s found in greater abundance than any where elfc
near their farms, the place where the cattle are chieHy
ufed to feed.  Notwithitanding thefe inconveniencies, the
colonifts remain immoveable in their ftone houfcs; while,
on the  contrary, the Hottentots (and: thiswas the cafe
in former times) on the leaft panic remove their huts
and cattle to another place, fo that the grafs is no where
caten off too clofe. Together with this diminution of
pafturage, there is another circumftance which contributes
not a little to the degeneracy of the breed; this is, that
the calves, on account of the great quantity of butter
made, (which never: Wa:s,‘the cafe with the Ilottentots) are
reared up with leﬂs vilk “than formerly. * In the mean
time, if they go an m l’hzs manner, -the prefage of the
country people may chance to prove true, viz. that many
fpots that are now inhabited and cultivated, muft be re-
linquithed and fuﬁ'ered to lie wafte. = But,
wife happen, that time, I_;md reft may &
the foil ‘the heart and. i’trm,gtt;,' ‘which:the ¢olo 1
deprived it of; and that the grafs and herbager n‘xay, in

<neir
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their turn, have an opportunity of extruding the fhrubs and |
bufhes, after having received the proteétion of the thelter
and fhade of thefe latter; and after having, by undergo-
ing a kind of putrefaction, made themielves a {oil more
fertile and Dbetter adapted to their nature. It is alfo not
improbable, that the game, finding more fecurity from
the fportfimen here than formerly, may refort hither in
orcat numbers : and it is well known, that in fecding they
make a more cqual divifion between the grafs and bufhes
than the ordinary cattle do; nay, it may happen, that the
vazell’s dung and other accidental circumftances, which peo-
ple here have neglected to make trial of, may come to ex-
tirpate the r2inoceros-bufh in its turn.  The animals which
occur only in Africa are, in my opinion, as much defigned
for the plants peculiar to this climate, as the plants are for
the animals.  The ren-deer, for inftance, an animal deftin-
cd by naturc for the climate of Lapland, and for the mofs
with which it is covered, by botanifts called Jichen rangi-
ferus, is in that place domefticated with the greateft ad-
vantage; where, however, cattle would thrive very ill
The ¢/, another of nature’s kind prefents to our climate,
was formerly confidered as a fit ful;yeét for the chace only,
(\w 111ch, in fa&, was the chief employment of moft na-
tions, and even of the moft favage) till our more confi-
derate country men and truly zealous patriots, the Barons
AL STROI‘\IMKR, by propoﬁng premiums and by other me-
thods, endeaVbur;d to make this ﬁately, ftrong, and {wift-
footed ammal 1ikcw}fe domeﬁlc, and thereby more fervice-
able to the ‘cofintry it inhabits. Induced by thefe exam-
plés, the African colonifts ought to take it into ferious

confideration,
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confideration, whether by extirpating the game, they are
not in reality laying wafte their country, and rendering it
a defert.

It is faid, that a farmer once attempted to deftroy and ex-
tirpate all the rhinoceros-bufhes on his lands by fire, but
that they afterwards grew up again more vigorous than
ever; fo that, as well with refpect to the effects of the in-
duftry of man as to the more immediate operations of na-
ture, it is not at all unlikely, that future ages may fee this
part of Africa entirely changed and different from what it
is at prefent,

Gaurits-rivier is likewife called Goud’s-rivier, probably,
from the refemblance in found between thefe two words ;
or elfe from the latter word being more eafy to pronounce,
and not with any reference to gold, to which it might
otherwife {eem to allude. This river, which, farther to
the northward, is likewile called Olfanfs-rivier, is onc
of the moft confiderable in this part of Africa: and though
it was at that time in a great meafure dried up, there was
yet a firong current, and it was dangerous to ford over, as it
was-not only W:ry broada d pretty decp at the fording—placc

VT e

while  they are pzﬁngwer “and ekt
or carry them out to fea, A peafuit, who
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fore made a halt at night near the ford of this river, had,
by an unexpe&ted flooding, been wafthed away and loft,
with his wife and children, and the waggon in which
they were {leeping.

The rcafon of thefe fudden floods is partly the hafty
mclting of the fnow on the various high mountains which
lie to the northwards, and partly the falling of heavy
rains in the extenfive Carrow-field, lying to the north of
this fpot; in which plain Okpbants or Gaurits-rivier, by
mecans of divers fmall branches, has its fource, as is partly
fthewn in the map."

Going from Gaurits-rivier, and afterwards from Honing-
klipy which is a narrow vale, we kept to the right, in order
to get to Mofel- bay, and {o over the Bra# rivers to the Hout-
niquas forefts; we having been particularly advifed not to
g0 as yet to _Larzge—&laof; as, on account of a great drought
and deficiency of rain then fubfifting in thofe parts, our
cattle would run the rifk of being famifhed.

The Brak rivers have got this appellation from the
quality of their waters, which are brackifh or faltith, in
confequence of the fea coming up into them, and occa-

fioning in the cattle which are not ufedto them a troublefome

diarrheea. Of this circumftance'I was ignorant, and con-
fequently my oxen were attacked with this complaint; by
which they were fo much debilitated; that I was obliged
to leave my mggon on a. h:ll, 1ill a2 peafant in Houtniquas
drove thither. -with a team of hi$ oxen to bring it off.
low thé farm that lies'to the weftward of little
vrgry a0 is calle i‘;‘mﬁm&u@q there is a traét of a-
s of an acre of land, ‘Which is always bare of
8 plants,
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plants, and in part covered with a hoar froft. 'This was
miftaken by the colonifts for faltpetre, but was, in falt,
nothing more than fine fea-falt.  When this kind of hoar
froft appeared in greater abundance than common, the
neighbouring inhabitants looked on it as a certain fign of
an impending fall of weather.

I vifited Moffel-bay on horfeback. This harbour, though
it lies rather open to the eafterly winds, and is not re-
forted to by fhips, except in cafes of extremc neceflity,
might, however, in many refpects prove very ufeful, were
it better known.

On a ftone hereabouts is engraved an infcription as fol-
lows : Captain SWENFINGER, of the Danifh thip the Ky~
Prinfefs, 1752. The inbhabitants informed us, that the
thip here alluded to had been driven in there by a ftorm
and run aground; and that fome of the failors having
{fwam athore and got a couple of lines, by means of them
a ftout rope had been ftretched from the fhip’s mait to the
fhore; upon this, which thus had a floping direction given
to ity a large metal ring was hung, to which every one of
the crew {eparately was tied faft, and {lid on fhore one af-
ter the other, when the ring was immediately brought back
again to the fhip by.means of a line. When the ftorm
was over, part of thelading was faved, and taken to the
Cape in waggons. + The country people who lived ncareft
the fpot affured me, that fhrps swould frequently manceuvre
at the mouth of the: harﬁour, as- though they were in
fearch of the port, but could not -rightly ‘tell ;where to
look for-it ; one in parﬁmﬁar, was: ﬁmd to. have ﬁred feveral
guns as fignals of diftrefs, before the vénturéd in.” The

reafon
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rcafon of this was fuppofed to be, that the place is eafily
miftaken, as from the charts pecople are induced to look
for an ifland here; which, however, is, in fa&, nothing
more than a low inconfiderable rock, which at flood lics
for the greater part under water, and muft neceffarily ap-
pear to the fhips that are running into it as if it was join-
ed to the land; and indeed, it was partly this circumftance
that was the occafion of Captain SWENFINGER's misfortune :
and it is faid, that on the whole coaft between Falfe-
lay and Moffel-bay thereis no anchorage to be found. In fadt,
it feems as if government wifhed to keep navigators in fome
degree in the dark with refpect to Myjel-bay, as a ftore-houfe
with a flag-ftaff, which the captain of a Danifth veifel had
crected there, was deftroyed immediately after his departure
from the place; and at the fame time, all buildings prohi-
bited within fight of the harbour. This conduét is cer-
tainly not founded on the foundeft policy; for a more ac-
curate knowledge ot AMofel-bay, may be the future means
of faving {fomce veﬁ-.l, which may by ftrefs of w cather be
torced to run into it.  Being convinced of this from di-
vers confiderations, ard no one having given anyv defcrip-
tion (at leaft in print) of this harbour, I think it my
duty, till tarther information is given on this {fubject, to
communicate the refult of my obfervations, however im-
perfedt, upon it.  There ‘was not a boat to be found in
the bay, therefore I capmot give-the foundings. By means
of the compafs ¥'#iad . brought. with me I marked out the
fhore here, having inveftigated it, partly on foot and part-
1y on horfeback, as far as is indicated by the dots in the
map.  The Danes who ran aground here affured the in-

You. L. L1 habitants,

257

735
BEhE rthr

(e =



258

1775
September.

A VOYAGE To TUTE

habitants, that there was a {andy bottom for an-
¥

w~ chorage; and that the fmall bend or inlet to the {outh-

weft, had depth of water {ufficient to contgin a {hip.

For the purpofe of getting acquainted with the har-
bour, fuppofing the reader to have acquired a previous
knowledge of the latitude, and to have compared it with
the {fmall portion that I have pricked out on my map, it
may likcwife be of ufe to him to be informed, that the
north, or north-weft fhore, is without any rocks or {tones,
being compofed of verdant hills covered with fhrubs and
bufhes, excepting juft at each of the fpots, where Heerre
and Kleine Brak rivers empty themfelves ; the fand there-
abouts having been raifed up to fome height by the fca-
wind, {0 as to have encroached on the verdure of the pro-
{fpe&t. The fouth-weft fhore, on the contrary, is very
ftony and mountainous ; though juft at the water-fide it is
low, one place excepted, which, at a very fmall diftance
from the water, appears with a rock-head, as it is called,
or a rocky hill, flat on the top, which at the fea-fide is

. perpendicular.

It is, probably, not. difficult to land here with boats
in fair weather; but-at this time, the bay was greatly agi-
tated by a wind from the fea; and the height of the wa-
ter, which continued: ‘even in the afternoon, prevented us
from catching oyﬁ:ers, which, ‘we 'were informed, might
otherwife have been met with at this place. Watering muft
bevery a tedious and: hbormus buﬁnezﬂ‘.,asthmgs are fituated
here at prefent;- for there.is, onlyone. very. inconfiderable
rill of frefh water here, which runs down ‘into t%he above-

mentioned inlet, where the anchoring-place is; ‘but at the
diftance
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diftance of -a few flones throw from the firand, is the well-
fpring itfelf, of fuch a width and depth, as to give one
rcafon to {uppofe, that one might fill with ecafe a couple
of hogfheads at a time with frefh, clear, and well-tafted
water. By properly punfymg this water, and making a
conduit for it, there might poffibly beiill an alteration
madc for the better. Indeed, I know many inftances, where
by digging a tolerably dcep pit near a fhore, particularly
if it were fandy freth water has been abforbed into the
pit and filled it.  This Jikewife renders credible an account
that 1 hecard from {fome peafants in Houtniquas, that being
on a hunting party ncar the mouth of Brak-rivier, and
finding themfelves extremcly thirfty, it came¢ into their
heads to make an experiment, and ftick a reed to the
depth of a foot and a half into the fand near the level of
the fea, when, contrary to their expeé‘cauon, in a fhort
time they were enabled to fuck up through their reed :
quantity of frefth and well-tafted water.
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FJourney through the Houtmquas.

QUITNIQUAS Tand, which is a woody tract of

country, is fuppofed to commence to the eaftward
of Groote Brak-rivier, and to extend to Kewrebooms-riviciy
which empties itfelf into 4/gog-bay. To the northward this
diftri¢t is entirely feparated from Laxge Kloof, by a long
and very high range of mountains, extending from caft to
weft.  Along the fide of thefe mountains runs a wood,
to the trees, herbs, and general properties of which, the
defcription I gave of Grootr Faders Bofch is equally ap-
plicable.

* On the weftern fide of Keerom-rivier, or the hither fide
of Houtniquas, between the wood juft {poken of and the
fea-fhore, there are extenfive plains of indifferent grafs.
There are hke\mfe in the vales near the fhore, {fome woody
tralts of land and fcreams of frefh water; {o that two far-
mers have lately made a, new fettlement here, who will
find no d1fﬁcu1ty in ggmng their livelihood, .in the fame
manner as the other farmers do,” who have fet. themf{elves
down in the upper and more thenﬁve; fide, -of the foreft,
by felling of timber, and at the fame time they. may fow

corn
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corn and rear cattle fufficient to an{wer the demands of their
familics. The tract of country lying between Keerorz and
Keurebooms-riviers, makes the internal part of lloutniquas,
and is faid to be almoft entirely covered with woods. This
part I had no opportunity to vifit, and therefore was obliged
to be contented with putting down on the map the farms
and rivers as well as 1 could conceive them from an ac-
count, which, however, was not very accurate or diftin&t,
given me by a farmer, who had travelled a good deal in
that diftrict.

Kecrom-rivier (or Turnabout-river) in which the fmaller
branches Zwart-rivier and 7rakudikn mect, has obtained
its name from the circumitance of the perfon who firft
travelled this way, having been obliged to turn back at
this river, on account of the denfe and almoft impenetra-
ble torefts that grew every where by the fide of it.

Kcurchooms-rivier is perhaps 1o called, after a tree of the
fame name (the fopbora capenfis, 1.aNN.)  On this kind of
tree there is found a great quantity of gum, refembling
that of the cherry-tree, but not o adhefive. 1 have hard-
ly ever {een a tree of this kind any where elfe, cxceptit
a few at Bay Falfo and in Conflantia diftrict.

Alzoa-bay is {aid not to have been once vifited by the
fhips, fince Houtniquas has been inhabited anad cultivated.
It was thought, however, that the harbour was very fit
for ufe, and convenient both for wooding and watering, of
both which articles there is.a great abundance. Itis pretty
much expofed -to the fea-winds; though, on the other
hand, the winds ‘do not blow with fuch violence here as
at the Cape. I could get no farther oral information with

refpect
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6e775:  refpect to this harbour; but a defbription of the coaft that

d% I have met with, fays, that the weftern: creek lies in lat.
3 deg. 55 min. and that from the outermdoft point a reef
cxtends about a mile out; and that in the place, where the
bay bends in two leagues to the weft, fhips may lie at an-
chor in good ground, well fheltered from the north-eaft,
north-weft, and fouth winds. There is, however, in this
{fame defcription an erroneous obfervatiofi, viz. that no
other than brackith or falt-water is to be got at Mojel-bay.
Alzoa-bay, which I have briefly mentioned above, I have
been obliged to be content with laying down in my map,
merely in confequence of fome hints given by M. ApoLrHUS
BurTZ, captain of a Swedifh Eaft-Indiaman, on the autho-
rity of fome cld chart. The defcription of the coaft before
referred to, moreover mentions, that Algoa-bay isadeep in-
let, where there is abundance of wood and frefh water;
and alfo that in failing into it, one finds from twenty-four
to ten fathom of water, with a reef extending a league into
the fea; which, however, if there be occafion for it, may
be avoided, by running round to the north of it.

Inafmuch as the bays above-mentioned (fetting afide
another in Krakekamma) feem very well adapted for ufc,
at leaft for that of fmall craft, the ﬂuppmg and naviga-
tion between them and the Cape ought to be very con-
fiderable.

However extenfive the volony is;, yet it cannot be con-
fidered at prefent in Iﬂy other light than' that of a propor-
tionably large but’ wea‘kj)r confurnptive bodys in ‘which the
circulation of trade is very flow and fluggith; as: ‘between
the more diftant members and the heart, or the internal

I proyinces
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provinces and the Cape, therc is only once a year a circu-
lation of commedities, by meaus of the ordinary waggons ;
but if this body, thus half ftifled as it were, had air given
to it, by openingsall the harbours, trade, manufaétures,
and agriculture would doubtlefs have new life infufed into
them. A farmer, for inftance, has a hundred hours # hard
driving to get his timber from Myje/-bay to the Cape, and
a ftill longer and more laborious journey from Houtniguas.
The feventy or eighty rixdollars he can get for a load of
it, drawn by ten oxen, (including the felling of it and
bringing it in) hardly pay him for his time and trouble;
but at the fame time his commodity comes to the towns-
men at the Cape dear enough at that price; as a {par about
twenty feet in length and onc in diameter, comes to five
rixdollars, and {o in proportion for boards and planks.
From hence it may eafily be imagined, that building is
extremely expenfive at the Cape; and that confequently
many people muft fet themfelves down content without
thofe conveniencies of life, for which, however, the coun-
try has fufficient materials.  The farmer muft, therefore,
neceflarily buy again, at fo much a dearer rate, his own
timber, wrought up into cafks, waggons, and other ne-
ceflary articles of joinery work; as he is obliged to carry
them all the way by land to and from the Cape, merely to
have the iron work put on them, fuppofing that in other
refpeéts he is able, or has proper tools for making them at
home, The company itfelf, therefore, is likewife forced
to allot feveral public bumildings at the Cape for ftore-houfes,

. 'For an explanation of this word fee page 132.
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and to have the greater part of their timber brought from
Baravia, and fome of it directly from Europe; in which
latrer place, as is well known, it muft be paid for in {pecie;
by which means the nation {uffers a ggeat lofs, inafimuch
as the colonv actually has within itfelf at Si¢/icammia a thick
impervious foreft, from whence the beft kinds of trecs,
many of them indeed very rare in Europe, ought to be,
and in fa¢t might with eafe, and to the great advantage of
the company, be fetched for fale. By a navigation efia-
blifhed between the above-mentioned ports, not only would
the tranfportation of timber be facilitated, but likewife all
other articles produced in the country. The farmers, who,
for inftance, might put their corn and butter on board of
barges in Krakekamima-bay, would by that means avoid a
journey of four hundred wurs over land (including both
going and returning) which gencrally takes them up feve-
ral weeks. Every peafant for fuch a journev as this has
two or three Hottentots, one to lead the oxen, and cither
one or two to drive the {pare tcam; befides which, his wite
often goes with him, either for the purpofe of having her
children baptized at the Cape, or elfc for fear of being at-
tacked by the Hottentots in her hufband's abfence. Thus,
taking it at the loweft, and reckoning only three perfons
and twenty oxen for thirty days, it ftands a great many
farmers in ninety days work of themftlves and men, and
fix hundred of their cattley in order to make one turn with
their butter to market, and {o in proportion for fuch as
are lefs diftant. .Hence it-is evident, that many thoufand
days work are unneceflarily, loft and thrown away every
year in leading to the Cape, which, by means. of the na-

.vigatiou
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vigation I {peak of, might be much more profitably be-
ftowed on the orchards and the vineyards, the corn fields
and the paftures. Induftry, trade, and wealth, would in
that cafe flow of themielves, as it were, into their now de-
fert harbours, and convert them into marts, and, perhaps,
ftaple towns.

Flax is {faid not to thrive well in this climate; but hemp,
which is cultivated both by the Hottentots and the coloniits
mercly for the purpofe of replenithing the pipes ot the for-
mer with it inftead of tobacco, I have feen fucceed very
well, and in a vigorous {tate; confequently, were there
any induftry in this part of the world, the people in the
country, as well as thofe in the town, might work it up
mnto fheeting, facking, fail-cloth, cordage, and other arti-
cles, to their own evident advantage and that of the com-
pany; or, in one word, with a great faving to the whole
nation.

Manufactories of every kind might likewife be eftablifh-
ed at thefe harbours and other {uitable places: for inftance,
for the purpofe of working up the wool of the country,
(which 1s now quite thrown away,) at leaft into coarfe cloth
and ftockings; thefe being at prefent bought at a very dear
rate by the company, for the ufe of its flaves and the gar-
rifon.

The towns-people, indeed, and farmers of the colony,
get the woollen goods they want at a rather cheaper rate
from the fhips belonging to foreigners; but likewife by
that means, pay in a manner a heavier tax to the foreigner
than to the company; which, however, might get a {fum
equal and even fuperior to this, if it bought up the wool
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of the country’s produce on its own account, and, after ma-
nufacturing it, fold the goods fo manufaétured at a reafon-
able price. Idid not find more than one farmer who knew
how to turn his wool to any account. This was a Ger-
man, who taught his wife and female {laves to {pin it,
and make tolerable good ftockings of it. On the other
hand, I have feen many of the farmers, that lived at a
great diftance from the town, go without ftockings and out
at the elbows, though at the fame time they were in pof-
{eflion of feveral hundred theep. This proceeded as much
from the dearnefs of wool, as from their diftance from the
town; and it is for the fame reafon, that the yeomen in
fome places here and therc in Roggeveld, let their children
run about juft like the Hottentots, with nothing but a
fheep-fkin hanging over their {houlders, and without a rag
of linen on their backs.

For want of artizans and mechanics, many of the more
diftant farmers are obliged to make and mend their own
fhoes and clothes, as well as they can, themfelves; and
make fhift with a fcw cracked veflels of earthen-ware,
which they have been fo lucky as to bring all the way home
from the Cape, without farther damage, for the ufc of
their houfhold.

There is not a fhadow of doubt, but that the colony is
able to maintain a}l the artizans and manufacturers it has
occafion for. The traés of country neareft to the Cape
have, on account of the greater vent they have for their
commodities, not only been able to cultivate wine and corn
fufficient for their own ufe and that of the town, but like-
wife in fuch quantities, as to fend a great dea) to Exrope

and
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and the Ifle de France. In the fame proportion might the
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culture of the lands be increafed round about the harbours
above-mentioned, or other marts properly fituated for the
purpofe. Thoufands of plots of land, which, on account
of the long way it is from them to the Cape, are now left
in their original ftate, would by this means produce as
much corn and wine, as would be fufficient to exchangc
with the wares of the artificers and trades-people in the
town. Befides this, the advantages arifing from the graz-
mg of cattle would rather increafe than diminifh, if the
ftraw and pafturage were managed better for the advantage
of the cattle, than they are at prefent.

As, agreeable to the {cheme propofed above, many of the
journies now made to the Cape might be avoided, a great
many oxen might be difpenfed with, which are now kept
merely for this purpofe; and in their ftead milch cows
might be kept to increafe the quantity of milk, butter and
cheefe, in order to anfwer the confumption of an increafed
number of people.

With regard to the threfhing of corn and manuring the
land, operations which at prefent are either ill-pcerformed,
or clic entirely negleted, there is much to be noticed, with
a view to prevent that deterioration of the arable land and
pafturage, which is obferved to take place in fuch {pots
as have been cultivated for any length of time. 'The plant-
ing of olive and mulberry-trees, together with the im-
portation and proper management of filk-worms, would
probably, likewife, be ufeful acquifitions to the colonics,
ferving to augment its population, as it would indubitably
be a peculiar advantage to the company to find the people,
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who bear the burden of all the taxes paid by,the colonics,
bv means of thefe and other inftitutions, more flourithing and
wealthy, and at the fame time exceedingly multiplied for
the defence of the country. By thefe methods the company
would in time be able, in fome meafure, to colle¢t from
the Cape that force, both military and naval, which is fo
highly neceflary for the defence of its more opulent fettle-
ments in the Eaft-Indies ; and which at prefent, in a man-
ner utterly difgraceful to the Dutch Eaft-India company
and to human nature, is recruited by the mean low wiles
and artifices of crimps and kidnappers in Holland, which
I fhall expatiate upon hereafter.

Divers private perfons, againft whofe interefts it will
feem at firft to militate, that the navigation from the bays
which 1 have juﬁ been recommending, fhould take place,
will, probably, find many fpecious reafons to urge againft
it ; but thefe will be cafily overthrown by fuch as know
the nature of affairs in this country, and are patriotically
inclined towards the company. It is to be. feared, indeed,
that many who have had the direction and government of
the colony, have either not underftood, or clfe have not
troubled their heads with any thing that did not refpect
their own emolument; or clfe have thought that pru-
dence required, that the colonifts fhould be opprefled and
kept in poverty, in order to prevent them from revolt-
ing. But it is neceffary only to know the colony a little
better than they do, in order to difcover, in the moft
clear and evident manner, that their great forefight and
caution would, in this cafe, be carried too far.. More-
overy, the beft and foundeft principles of policy teach us,

that
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that it is not their wealth and ftrength, but an invidious S0 Ll
and oppreflive government, that can induce the colonifts to ‘o~
think of revolting, in hopes of a change for the better. Lect
the members compofing a ftate be wealthy, and they will
make ufe of all their ftrength and power to maintain the
authority and confequence of a government on which their
own entirely depends. By confequence, the ftrength and
power of colonifts is dangerous only for tyrants and cx-
ternal enemies; while, on the other hand, their weak-
nefs peculiarly tends to the advantage of the latter. But
cnough has been faid upon this fubjet, and it is fit that
1 fhould return to my account of Howutniguas land.

The animals to be found there are elephants, lions, ti-
gers, tiger-cats, wolves or hyeenas, black monkies, a kind
of badger, buffaloes, hart-beefts, bofch-boks, gnometies,
grvs-boks, and hares.

“'The e/ephants are now, by being fhot at continually, In
a great meafure expelled from Honrniquas, and have taken
rcfuge on the other fide of Kewrchooms-rivicr, in the
woodv, and almoft entirely unexplored country of Siz/i-
kamma.

‘The Zions are extirpated from Houtniquas, at Ieaft, they
now make no conftant abode there ; and thofe that now and
then go thither from Sitfikamma, or from the other fide
of Lange Kloofs mountains, are foon difcovered and fhot.

The zigers, or more properly leopards, (for they {feem ra-
ther to belong to that {pecies) are not {o eafily extirpated,
as their lurking-places in the forefts are hardly to be feund.
In thefe parts, indeed, one felddom hears of their having

the
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the courage to attack mankind; though one cannot reckon
onc’s felt abfolutely fafe from their depredations.

Neither welves nor dlack monkies are very common
herc. 1 have already told the reader what I know con-
cerning thefe animals.

The fort of badger to which I allude, is called by the inha-
bitants derg-varkes, or mountain-pig. Thefe animals are
faid to be found likewife nearer the Cape, and have a long,
extremely harfh, and fomewhat blackifh coat. I was told,
that they arc about a foot and a half high, and have their
holvs and hiding-places underncath ftones, and particu-
larly on the tops of mountains, from whence they never
pecp out but of nights. I had not the good fortune to
fecc any of them. This animal muift not be confounded
with the aard-varken, or earth-pig, which, probably,
is a fpecics of manis (the lexard ecaillenx of BUFFON,)
and which is faid to be found in confiderable numbers in
the diftri&t of Zwartéand.

There have been, in all likelihood here, formerly Aasrz-
becfis, as Hartbeefl-driffy a {mall ftream in this part of the
country, has its name from thofe animals.

The bofch-bock (or wood-goat) Plate VI. Vol. I1. 1s a {pecics
of antilope or gazel, which has been hitherto unknown to
all the cultivators of natural hiftory, whether ancient or
modern, till I defcribed it in the Memoirs of the Swedifh
Academy for the year 1780, quarter 3d, by the name of
antilope {ylvatica. ‘This anima] has obtained the name it
goes by, in confequence of its being the only one among
the gazels in Africa, which may be properly faid to live
in the woods and groves; excepting, however, Mr. Pen-

nant’s
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nant’s antilope royal/; unlefs, indeed, this little animal be iz W
the fame with the gnommelie of the colonifts, or belong to A~y
the gazel genus.

Groot Vader-bofch and Houtniquas-bofch, were the only
forefts in which I faw and gave chace to the bofch-bok.
In other places, whether nearer to or farther from the
Cape, it is hardly to Dbe found, if not fomewhere in
Sitfrkamma. It would, perhaps, be not difagreeable to
zoologifts, to find in this place a defcription of this rarc
{pecies of gasel/; and though I had no opportunity to
make a drawing of it, otherwife than from a couple of
thefe creatures ikins, and from the obf{ervations I could
make on it while it was running by me; yet I am apt to
believe, that it may be pretty well depended on, and that,
at lcaft, it will be fufficient to affift the zoologifts in their
fyftematic refearches.

With refpeét to its fize, the bofch-bok is fomewhat above
two feet and a half high. From {eeing it run, and from
what I can conclude from the {kins, it appears to me, that
the body of this animal, when compared with the whole
height of it, or with the length of its legs, is fomecwhat
more bulky than that of the other kinds of gazel.

The meafure of the drefled 1kin, from which both the
defcription and drawing are chiefly taken, was as follows :
The horns ten inches and a half long; their diftance from
each other at the bafe one inch; the diftance between the
tips as well as the middlemoft parts of them three inches
and a half; the ears were half the length of the horns,
or five inches; the breadth of the forehead from eye to
eye three inches; from the eves to the horns one inch;

from
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SencaBe: the courage to attack mankind ; though one cannot reckon
v~ onc’s felf ‘1biolutcly {afe from their depredations.

Neither welves nor black mionkies are very common
here. 1 have already told the reader what I know con-
cerning thefe animals.

The fort of badger to which I allude, is called by the inha-
bitants berg-varkes, or mountain-pig. Thefe animals are
faid to be found likewife nearer the Cape, and have a long,
extremely harfh, and {fomewhat blackifh coat. I was told,
that they are about a foot and a half high, and have their
holes and hiding-places underneath ftones, and particu-
larly on the tops of mountains, from whence they never
peep out but of nights. I had not the good fortune to
fee any of them. This animal muft not be confounded
with the aard-varken, or earth-pig, which, probably,
is a {pecics of manis (the lexard ecailleux of BU¥¥oN,)
and which is {aid to be found in confiderable numben n
the diftri¢t of Zwartéband.

There have been, in all likelihood here, formerly barz-
becfis, as Hartbeefl-drift, a {mall fiream in this part of the
country, has its name from thofe animals.

'The bofch-bock (or wood-goat) Plate VI. Vol. II. is a {pecies
of antilope or gazel, which has been hitherto unknown to
all the cultivators of natural hiftory, whether ancient or
moderd, till I defcribed it in the Memoirs of the Swedith
Academy for the year 1780, quarter 3d, by the name of
antilope {ylvatica. This animal] has obtained the name it
goes by, in confequence of its being the only oné amaong
the gazels in Africa, which may be properly faid to- live
in the woods and groves; excepting, however, Mr. Pen-
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nant's antilope royal; unlefs, indeed, this little animal be _ 177
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the fame with the grometie of the colonifts, or belong to \~~u
the gazel genus.

Groot Vader-bofch and Houtniquas-bofch, were the only
forefts in which I faw and gave chace to the bofch-bok.
In other places, whether nearer to or farther from the
Cape, it is hardly to be found, if not fomewhere in
Sitfikamma. It would, perhaps, be not difagreeable to
zoologifts, to find in this place a defcription of this rare
fpecies of gazel/; and though I had no opportunity to
make a drawing of it, otherwife than from a couple of
thefe creatures 1kins, and from the obfervations I could
make on 1t while it was running by me; yet I am apt to
believe, that it may be pretty well depended on, and that,.
at leaft, it will be fuflicient to affift the zoologifts in their
{yftematic refearches.

With refpect to its fize, the bofch-bok is fomewhat above
two feet and a half high. From feeing it run, and from
what 1 can conclude from the {kins, it appears to me, that
the body of this animal, when compared with the whole
height of it, or with the length of its legs, is fomewhat
more bulky than that of the other kinds of gazel.

The meafure of the dreflfed fkin, from which both the
defcription and drawing are chiefly taken, was as follows :
The horns ten inches and a half long; their diftance from
each other at the bafe one inch; the diftance between the
tips as well as the middlemoft parts of them three inches
and a half; the ears were half the length of the horns,
or five inches; the breadth of the forehead from cye to
eye three inches; from the eyes to the horns one inchj

fxom



272

1775
September,

A VOYAGE TO THE

from the homs to the nofe fix inches and a half; from the

A~~~ horns to the rump four feet; from the top of. the back to

the hoofs thirty-three inches; from the bending of the
knees to the hoofs one foot; the hoofs themfelves about
an inch. The drefled {kin of a jfefus, of which I took
the meafure, was about two feet in length. A pair of
bofch-bok’s horns, which I brought home with me, are
ten inches long, and the bafe of each five inches wide.
But on the {kull of an animal of this {pecies, brought
home by Profeflor THUNBERG, the horns were thirteen
inches long., From the dimenfions of thefe parts, a con-
clufion may be drawn with reipect to thofe of the remain-
der, as well as with refpeét to the fize of the animal in
general.

This fpecies of gazel is monogamous, or keeps in pairs.
The female is, according to all accounts, diftinguiflied from
the other fex in having no horns, in the loins being of a
lighter colour, and in not having in thefe parts the long
hairs, and efpecially the white ones, which we are about
to mention in the defcription of the male.

The horns of this are black, in {fome meafure trian-
gular, and at the fame time wreathed, fo that both the
fides and angles have fomewhat of a {piral turn. At bot-
tom they are rather rough, in confequence of a fet of
almoft innumerable wavy rings; which, however, are not
elevated much above the furface. At top they are conical
and fharp-pointed, and in that part as fmooth as though
they had been polithed. In a pair I brought with me, the
extreme points or tips are light-coloured and tranfparent.
As to the pofition of the horns, they are almoft in the

fame
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fame line or horizontal plane with the forehead, inclining
a little forwards, and at the fame timc, by means of the
twift they make, receding from each other towards the
middle, and making with this part a litt}e bend backwards,
fo that the tips point fomewhat forwar The three an-
gles or ridges, that feparate the three fides juft mentioned,
form a fpiral in the following manner :

The foremoft is very much rounded and cylindrical, be-
ginning inwards, and proceeding more and more forwards,
till, coming fideways and a little outwards, it difappears in,
and is confounded with the fmooth conical tip. The fecond
is a little raifed, and moftly rounded off in the external part;
but internally forms, as it were, a furrow, in conjunétion
with the foremoft. This latter angle or ridge, moreover,
goes off at firft ftrait forwards from the forehead; and af-
terwards running fideways, outwards and backwards, at
length joins the above-mentioned conical tip direclly at the
back part. The third angle has a tharper edge, which, be-
ginning externally and at the back part, towards the middle
of the horn, runs backwards and inwards, and afterwards
terminates inwards and fomewhat forwards, in the fmooth
tip like the others.

The teeth of this animal are like thofe of other gazels.
It has no fore teeth or incifores except in the lower jaw, where
it has eight. Thefe are broader than the other tecth, be-
ing {mall at the roots, and broad and fquared off at the
top. Of the middle ones, which look towards each other,
the interior fides are perpendicular; but the exterior ones
oblique, and all the reft have a proportional inclination,
at the fame time decreafing “in fize; fo that the outer-
moft, both to the right and thce left, are the fmalleft.
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There is no porus cariferus in this, as there is in other
gazels, The hairs on the head are very fhort and fine;
afterwards they become more rough and rugged, refem-
bling goats hair more than that of gazcls or harts. For-
wards en the rg#, breaft, fides, and belly, they are an
inch and a half or t\m inches long. On the ridge of the
neck, and fo on all along that of the back, they arc three
or four inches in length, fo as to form a kind of mane
there, terminating in a tail about a finger’s breadth long.
On the hind part of the thighs and buttocks likewife, the
hairs are eight inches long; the legs and feet are {lendcr,
and covered with fhort hairs; the fetlock-joints are {mall;
the nofe and under-lip are decorated with black whifkers
about an inch long.

The predominant colour in this animal is dark-brown,
which occupies the principal part of the fides, the back,
the upper part of the tail, the upper part of the cheft and
fore ribs, and the fore part of the belly. A ftill darker brown,
bordering upon black, is difcoverable on the outfide of
the fhoulders, and fome part of the fore ribs. The fore part
of the nofe, from the eyes to the muzzle, is of a foot-
colour. The ears are likewife as black as {foot on the out-~
fide, but on the infide grey; and both outwards and in-
wards, covered with hairs ftill fhorter than thofe on the
head; excepting half the fore part of the lower edge,
where the hairs are white and balf an inch long.

The edges of the upper lip are white, as well as the
whole of the lower lip and mandible, behind which_ the
white colour terminates in a point towards the top of the
wind-pipe.  On each cheek- bone there are two large

round
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round white {pots, one aninch beneath and behind the eye, .
the other an inch below and fomewhat forwarder than the
former. A ftill larger round white {pot, two inches broad,
is difcoverable on the fore part of the neck, fomewhat be-
low the top of the wind-pipe. Nine inches below this,
juit above the fore ribs, there is-another white {pot, meafur-
ing fix inches acrofs, and an inch and a half in height,
This, in the fkin of the foetus I {poke of, was fome-
what hollowed out, and thus refembled a new moon;
but in this fkin, the upper round fpot, juft defcribed as
being on the fore part of the neck, was not to be feen.
The fur of this creature is, moreover, white between its
fore legs, and fomewhat on the fides of the fhoulders.
The forc legs, from the knces to the pafterns, are like-
wift white on the infide; and where it borders upon the
brown part, inclines to a dirty yellow. On the outfide of the
fore legs, near the knees, there is a long oval white {pot;
and on the fame fide, juft above the paftern-joint, there
is a little cinnamon-coloured {pot.

The hind legs, on the infide, from the pafterns to a lit-
tle way above the bending of the knees, are marked with
a white ftreak narrower than thofe on the fore legs. The
pafterns of the hind legs are {potted with white on the
fore parts, exactly like thofe of the fore legs. The back
part of the belly or the groin is white. Divers fmall
white f{pots, from nine to twelve in all, are feen on each
of the haunches and on the fides near them. A narrow
line of long white hairs exténds from the neck all along the
back and tail, in the midft of the long brown.hairs which I
have defcribed above. From the chine of the back to the

Nn 2 fides
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1775 fides run five white parallel fireaks, which, though they

S\t:ﬁ:" arc not difcoverable but by a clofe infpection, it was cer~
tainly proper to mention, in cafe fome individual fhould
be met with, on which thefe marks might be more dif-
tin&, and in confequence of which fome people might be
induced to take it for a diftint {pecies.

1t is generally faid, that goats are bad gardeners; and
this in a certain degree is true of this wood-goat, or, as it is
called, bofch-bok. At Groot Vaders-bofch, the people com-
plained much of the mifchief done by this creature in the
vineyards and Kitchen-gardens there. It likewife fhewed
a great deal of craft and artifice in avoiding the {nares and
traps fet for it, as well as the ambufcades of the {port{fmen.
I myfelf fat up a whole night in a vineyard on the watch
for this animal, without getting the leaft glimpic of it;
though it had, according to all appearance, paid us a vifit
incog. and made off undifcovered.

As the bo/ch-bok runs but {lowly, it fometimes happens,
that he is caught with dogs. When he fees there is no
other refource, he puts himfelf in a pofture of defence;
and when he is going to butt, kneels down. The colo-
nifts are not very fond of hunting him in this manner, as
the beaft, on this occafion, generally fells his life at a very
dear rate, by goring and killing fome of their beft and
rp_o_ﬁ {pirited hounds.

This creature’s horns, which arg its chief defence, fome-
times alfo prove its bane, by being entangled in the bufhes
and fmall branches of trees, which thus ftop the beaft in
1ts ﬂxght In fome meafure to aveid this, it carries its
nofe honzontally and ftrait forward while it runs; fo that

its
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its horns lie, as it were, diretly on its neck : notwith-
ftanding which, their horns are generally worn away a
little on the fore part, and thus acquire fome degree of
polith. In fine, this fpecies of -goat is {wifter in wood-
lands than the dogs, which likewife fooner lofe fcent of
him there.

The female, which is without horns, and on that ac-
count runs about in the forefts more free and unimpeded,
does not fuffer herfelf fo eafily to be hunted out of the
woods, having there, as well as on the plains, a more
certain defence againft the dogs in her legs, than the male
has in his horns, efpecially as fhe is not fo bulky and
heavy as the male. Her breaft is {aid to be very plump
and flefhy, but the fleth in general is not very tender; in
that point refembling that of the bunte-bok, or guib of
Burron, Tom. XII. tab. go.

By the wreathing of their horns, the form of their bodies
and white {pots, it thould feem moreover, that there was
fome diftant affinity between thefe two forts of gazels; but
by no means great enough, for them to be merely varféties
of the fame f{pecies. Befides the difference in their colour
and fpots, which is too remarkable for them to be confider-
ed as one and the fame animal, (not to mention the length
of the dofch-bok’s horns in proportion to its body,) I have
never feen the:dunte-boks live otherwife than in large herds
on the plains, and thefe were at leaft half as high again
as the bofch-bok, or of the fame fize with the bartbee/.

The cry of this animaly as I have feveral times, efpe-
cially in the evenings, heard it in Howiniquas, fomewhat
refembled the interrupted; fhort, low, and rather hoarfe

growling
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growling of a dog. Yet, as I was informed by feveral
people that the cries of the Cape #igers, or rather /eopards,
pretty much refembled this, I am uncertain whether the
noife 1 heard always proceeded from the bofch bok. With-
out doubt, it appears fomething extraordinary, that the
cries of the ziger and a gazel fhould be like each other;
but, perhaps, the tiger may have the gift of being able to
imitate bofch-boks, in order to lead them aftray; juft as
the Jyena has the power to imitate, for a fimilar purpofc,
all kinds of animals. Nay, there is likewife fome refem-
blance between the cries of a oz and that of an o/rich;
though between thefe animals there is much lefs affinity :
and, indeed, there is no foundation for any conjeétures con-
cerning the caufe of this fimilitude.

The gnometie, called alfo the crwetie, is a little animal
of the hart or gazel kind, of the fize of a hare, and is,
perhaps, the cervus Guineenfis of LLINNAUS, the antilppe
royal of PENNANT, and the chevrotain de Guinée of Bur-
roN. I have frequently perceived the traces and other
mari® of this diminutive creature, but had not the good
fortune actually to fee more than one of them; and that
only in a hafty manner, as it was bounding about in a
grove at Sitficamma.

Of bares there are at leaft two different forts in Howzni-
quas, and in the other parts of Africa. 'The one is almoft
the fame with our common hare; but of the other I find
it difficult to pronounce, whether it be abfolutely the {fame
with the /epus Capenfis, Syf. Nat. cauda longitudine capitis,
pedibus rubris, or not. The feet excepted, the characte-
riftic marks are the fame; for the feet and body of this

3 were
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were of the fame colour as our common hares are in {fum-
mer %, and the tail was almoft of an equal length with
the hare, as mentioned in the SyZesna Nature. 1 found
it moreover broad at the bafe, and diminifhing by degrees,
fo as to terminate in a point. Underncath and on the fides,
the tail was as white as chalk, but above there was extended
alohg it a ftripe as black as a coal.  This defcription I drew
up from a young leveret of this {pecies, which was brought
to the Cape alive, and was the only one that I have ever feen.

The buffalos (vide Plate 11I. Vol. IL.)- were of a fort en-
tircly different from all hitherto known by this name,
which is {ufficiently manifeft from the defcription 1 have
already inferted in the Memoirs of the Swedifh Academy
for the year 1779. It is true, I had no opportunity in
Houtniquus, either to fee or fhoot any of them; but 1 fre-
quently met with the frefh traces of them. Such danger-
ous neighbours made it rather unfafe to botanize here ;
for though the buffalos do not abfolutely go in fearch of
mankind or the brute creation on purpofe to do them mif~
chief, except they are previoufly irritated, neverthelefs,
their perverfe difpofition and great ftrength of body ren-
der them extremely dangerous, when one meets them in
the narrow paths, called buffalo-roads, where the wood on
cach fide is frequently {o thick fet, as not to allow one to
make way either to right or left. In a journey that Dr.
THUNBERG, fome years before, took into Howtniguas, one
of his company had very imprudently tied two of his horfes
together, one behind the ‘other, and drove them before

* In the colder climates of Europe, the common hare is white in winter.
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him on a narrow path. The owner of them had juft time
(and that was all) tofave him{elf, while abuffalomeeting them
gored the horfes to death, and trampled them into the duit.
But it will be more appofite to our purpofe, to give the
hiftory and defcription of this beaft farther on in the order
of the time, when I became better acquainted with it. 1
likewife once faw a #iger-wood-cat and a grys-bok, and fhall,
perhaps, find a better opportunity to make farther men-
tion of thefe alfo.

Of the feathered tribe I found in Houtniquas a new {pecies
of tantalus, called by the colonifts bageda/h, and alfo badclde.
This latter name has, in fome meafure, the fame found as
the bird’s note; the bird itfelf, which was f{aid to be con-
fined to this province, I have found likewife in great num-
bers about Zwart-kops-rivier. ‘This fame bird is called by
the Hottentots a *kas ’kene, a name which, if rightly pro-
nounced with three {macks of the tongue againft the roof
of the mouth, a ftranger will find more difficulty in uttering
than the bird’s own language. It lives chiefly on bulbs
and roots, which with its crooked bill, it is {aid to dig up
out of the plains with great eafe and readinefs. There it
is fhy and difficult to come at. In the evenings I always
faw them upon fome tree in the woods at rooft, and in
this fituation, one morning at fun-rife, I had the good
fortune to fhoot one of them.

The bill of this bird was five inches long, black at the
tip and lower nib, at the upper nib red. The neck was of
an afh-colour: the back the {ame, and at the fame time had
a caft of green with a little yellow. The wings were dark
beneath, and-above of a blue colour inclining to black ; the

leffer
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lefler coverts of a violet~colour. The tail, which was 2
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wedge-fhaped, was about twice the length of the bill, and \wA~v’

the body was fomewhat larger than that of a hen. The
thighs were of an afth-colour. The feet and legs, as well
as the membrane between the claws, was blackifh ; in other
refpeéts, this bird had all the eharaéteriftic marks which be-
long to the fantalus. The colonifts affured me, that it was
a fign of rain, when thefe birds affembled in great flocks,
and flew againft the wind.

The ftate of the weather in Howtniquas was faid to be as
follows. In March and April it rains here moft; and,
on the contrary, in the months of May, June, and July,
(which about .the Cape and elfewhere are the winter
months, and are attended with copious rains) it is here quite
dry, though frequently rather cool and bleak. The north-
weft wind at this timre prevails here, as well as at the Cape
fometimes the wind veers about to the porth, and brings
with it the warmth of fummer ; achange which frequent-
ly occafions the milch~cows in Houtniquas to grow ftiff in.
the joints.. I was affured, that it never rained when this
north wind prevailed, probably on account of the chain
of mountains, which extends from eaft to weft, proving a
barrier to keep the clouds on the other fide; or elfe by vir-
tue of their attraction, detaining thefe condenfed vapours
on their fummits. I went through the wood dire&ly a-
crofs it, with the intention' of afcending the mountain,.
whence I might have a view of Lange Kloof; but found the
foot of the mountain every where fo thick over<run with
high and fiiff perennial graffés and. bufhes, as to be abfo~
lutely impenetrable.

Yo, L 0o Howt~
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Houtniquas and Lange Kloof, however, communicate with
each other in one place, by means of a very bad road over
a mountain lower than the reft, near Trakudiku. I did
not go quite on to this place, but A{aw from Zwarte-rivier
the fmoke of a chimney near Trakudikuy and from the in-
formation I thus acquired, gave this river in fome meafure
its true fituation in my map.

The badnefs of the road, and the want of a proper guide,
together with the enfeebled ftate of my. oxen, more parti-
cularly prevented me from going from this place to vifit
Algoa-bay, which, however, 1 wifhed much to do. Be-
fides, we cuuld not venture to quit our waggons and make
the trip to that bay alone on horfeback ; as almoft the
whole province was involved in riot and drunkennefs, by
means of a hogfhead of brandy thag had been carried thi-
ther ; and my Hottentots, likewife, by the fame means,
had been thrown into a ftate of licentioufnefs and con-
fufion. There being no ftills in thofe parts, a peafant there
had wrote to the Cape for a quantity of the above-mention-
ed liquor, in order to turn a penny by retailing it out; but
had in the mean while unfortunately drunk it himfelf by
the wholefale, fo as to be night and day in the higheft de-
gree intoxicated with it : and, indeed, in his fury, would
have fhot my companion dead on the fpot, had I not been
Iuckily. near at hand to prevent him. In another place, where
our landlerd, in ether.re{peQts a worthy man, and of a very
gemledxfpoﬁuon,hzdm@de apumhaié of fome of this fame
brandy, he turned his wife, with a child in arms, and feveral
other children fomewhat older, out of doors in the middie of
the night. The laws of hofpitality, andperhaps an apprehen-

fion
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fion of meeting with fome refiftance, had, however, fo much
weight with him, that my companion and I were left in
peace-and quietnefs. In another place hereabouts, a pea-
fant had been bafking in the fun and drinking, in com-
pany with a parcel of Hottentots, who, when he had got
his fiMl, was not only well flogged by this Pagan crew, but
was upbraided by them for having been ufed to fleep with
his houfekeeper, a Hottentot’s widow, who was fuppofed
befides to be in another way nearly related to him. Imy-
felf faw this man with a terrible wound on his head, of
which, however, he was afhamed to tell the caufe. I like-
wife had the pleafure of feeing his miftrefs, dizened out
with brafs and leathern rings on her arms and legs, and
with beads about her waift and neck. She was clad in the
ufual manner with a theep-fkin pelifz, and a well-greafed
raw leathern apron, was well befmeared with {foot befides
greafe, and could boaft of as broad and flat a nofe as any
Hottentot lady whatever. With all thefe perfetions, how-
ever, {he feemed to me to be rather a cure for Iove, than
an incentive to that paffion: notwithftanding this, it is
not uncommon for the white people here (particularly men
who are more licentious in their manners than the other
fex) to be criminal in this geint. That the Hottentot wo-
men are complying in this particular, déés not only con-
tradict their general charadter of indifference in matters of
love, but alfo that zeal, “which T have’ attributed to them,
in the performance of their duties towards their own

nation. |
Their-diet, which, when they are in the fervice of the
Chriftians, is more plentiful and of a more ftrengthening
Qo 2 qualitys,
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quality, and, perhaps, the incitement of the example of thefe

‘s latter, may have its effe&t in making fome alteration in the

nature of thefe females. Add to this, that out of the fo-
ciety of their nation, they do not feel themfelves bourd to
obferve that rigid virtue and fimplicity of manners, which
they otherwife would, any more than the religion of
the Chriftians ; neither can it indeed be required, that {fuch
a one thould always be proof againft flattery, promifes,
prefents, and, perhaps, the threats, which a mafter, of whom
the ftands in awe, may- think fit to employ, in order to
fatisfy his unruly defires. The pledges of lovc, proceeding
from fuch a union, have hair almoft, if not quite, as woolly
and frizzled as the genuine Hottentots ; but their com-
plexion and features, partake more or lefs of both the
father and mother. They are likewife, as it appears to
me, more bulky and lufty than the Hottentots are in gene-
ral ; they are better refpected too, and at the fame time
more confided in, and more to be depended upon, but at
the fame time prouder and more conceited than the others.

Neither thefe, nor any other illegitimate children, are ever
baptized, or, indeed, enquired after by the Chriftian mi-
nifters at the Cape, except,in cafe that any one thould pre-
fent himfelf as the father, angynake a point of the child’s

being baptized, and thus give the infant the right of in-
heritance. .

I faw two brothers in the vicinity of Hotzentots Hollands
Bath, the iffue of a Chrifttan 'man 4nd of a baftard negrefs.
of the fecond or third gencratxon One of the fons, at this
time about thirty years of age, feemed not to be flighted in

the
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the company of the Chriftian farmers, though, at that
time, he had not been bajitized. The other, who was the
elder*brother, in order to get married and fettled in life,
as lfe then was, had been obliged to ufe all his influence,
and probably even bribes, to get admitted into the pale of
the church by baptifm. For my part, I cannot compre-
hend the reafon why the divines of the reformed church
at the Cape are fo fparing of a facrament, which others,
particularly the Papifts, have endeavoured to force, as it
were, upon the heathens with fire and fword, and all man-
ner of cruelties. The cloth doés not, as far as I know,

receive any benefit from the chriftening of children at the

Cape, at leaft no particular benefit from the baptizing of
illegitimate children; fuch condudt,. therefore, cannot fairly
be afcribed to any retrofpet to felf-intereft, nor indeed to
abfolute remifinefs and neglect; a difpofition which would
but ill fuit with that {pirit of charity and univerfal bene-
volence, {o peculiarly enforced by:the doétrines of Chrifti-
anity. Farther, if the clergy at the Cape think by this
means to diminifh the number of unlawful connections
with the heathen women, they will find that this ftroke
of policy will not anfwer their purpofe : indeed, the letting
fuch numbers of infants born of Chriftian parents fuffer in
their {piritual interefts, is a firangely cruel method of pre-
venting fin. It is true, a great many. of the thtes have
{o much pride, as to hinder, asfar as Jies:in their power,
the blacks or their 0ﬁéprmg from mixing with their blood :
but it appears to me, thatChriftian humility ought to operate
fo far with: the- clergy; as to prevent them from being
athamed
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afhamed to fee their black fellow-creature walking cheek
by jowl with them on the road to heaven.

This puts me in mind of an event, which I had before
feen mentioned fomewhere (and, if I remember right; in
the Hifloire Philofopbigue Politique) as having happened not
a long while ago in Batavia. 1 enquired, therefore,” con-
cerning the truth of it, of thofe that had lived at that place,
and found feveral agreeing in the following account.

¢ There was a citizen in Batavia, who had often im-
portuned the minifters of his church to baptize his illegi-
timate child, Lut had always found them inflexible. ¢ Well
and good! fays the man to them at laft, it feems as if you
alone withed to fhut the door of heaven, the keys of
which' you imagine you have in your pofleffion : but the
Mahometan priefts of the Malays, are not fo churlifh and
niggardly of falvation as you ar¢ ; -they having already pro-

mifed me to incorporate my fon this very day into their

church, and make him a true Muffulman : for fome kind
of religion 1 am determined my child fhall be of, as I hold
that, in a well-regulated fociety, no man ought to be without
arcligion.” TheChriftian priefts, however,no fooner faw that
preparations were made for circumcifion, than they haften-
ed, by adminiftering the facrament of baptifm, to deprive
the Mahometan chusch of a foul, which they had juft be-
fore reje&ed as ﬂlegmnmc - And fince that time, they are
faid to. be lefs backward in ‘epening the doors of heaven to

baftards.”
Here follows anotherinftanceof the depravityof tafteinthe
white people in this colony, with.regard to love matters. I
paid
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He was a good lively handfome fellow, about the middle A~

age, and, I believe, of good extradtion. He had ferved
undg® feveral different potentates in Europe, and had
ﬂl}"fw.d them all a fair pair of heels, He gave me the
hiftory of a great many fingular adventures of his, but the
moft fingular of them all, in my opinion, 1 was eye-wit-
nefs to myfelf. This was, that he had married two years
before an ugly footy Mulatto, the daughter of a Negrefs.
She had been the miftrefs of another farmer who was
dead, and by whom fhe had a couple of baftards. Thefe
I {aw at that time likewife in the houfe, grown up and un-
baptized. But what feemed to me the moft fingular cir-
cumftance in the whole affair was, that this muft have
been abfolutely a love-match; for though he had got a
few cattle with his dingy fpoufe, yet the houfe, which he
likewife had with her, was certainly not a palace. It was,
in fa&, a miferable cottage, though pleafantly enough
fituated in the fkirts of a foreft. The walls were made
of rceds tied together, and fupported by a few ul;right
chumps of wood, inter{perfed with fome rough boards,
fuch as are generally ufed for fences. This ftructure was
plaiftered over with a thin and ragged covering of clay.
There were but two rooms in it, and poverty feemed to
have taken full poffeflion of them both. In the inner
room, the man’s wife lay ill of a putrid fever. The
outer apartment; which was the common bed«chamber for
all the reft of the famiily fhat were in health, I can beft
defcribe. It was fomewdiat saore than twe yards in breadth,

4 and
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and about fix long, with a peep-hole at one end of it, and

~~~ a fmall broken window at the other; not to fpeak of fc-

veral other apertures, which occafioned a draught of air
that delivered my friend and me from all apprehenfiohs of
danger from the contagion of the putrid fever, but afthe
fame time prevented us from keeping a candle alight for
any length of time. The rain, which had wetted us to
the fkin when out of doors, now followed us into the
houfe, dropping from the eaves; a fign that the roof
could not boaft of any great fuperiority over the walls.
Our bed was on the damp loam-floor; a piece of fail-cloth,
the relicks of an old waggon-tilt, ferved us and our lande
lord himf{elf both for bed and bed-clothes; as for pillows,
there were none but what we brought with ws, which con-
fifted merely of our dripping-wet faddles. We fhall now
drop the fubjeét of the amorous intercourfc of the white
people with the blacks, in order to give, in a few words, 2
general idea of the houfes in Howiniquas, that pofterity
may from hence be able to judge of the future increafe
of the colony.

There was only one wooden houfe on the borders of
this foreft, and this was long and fpacious, with but one
room in it, and built with logs cleft down the middlc.
Another was like that juft . defcribed, compofed .of ftraw
and clay, but not quite fo tranfparent; this belonged to a
young beginner.: A third that we faw was likewie of
clay, but well-built, mtmay, and neatly furnithed; being
the property of a clever, induftrious, well-behaved man,
Dirk YVEs by name, who had likewife built himfelf a

mill,,
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mill, and {feveral other conveniencies. The reft were all o J77%
of clay or mud, and were partitioned out into two rooms, \\~J
in the fame manner as I have in general defcribed the co-
10.\?&5 houfes at the beginning of this journal.
»it was faid to be at that time, not above twenty years
fince Houtniquas was firft known, and twelve years fince
it began to be inhabited by the colonifts, who did not re-
pair thither in any confiderable numbers till of late years.
1 mentioned, that the confufion and difturbance occa-
fioncd by the introduction of the hogfhead of brandy, had
reached even to my Hottentots; and that on this account
I was obliged, much againft my will in other refpe&ts, to
make hafte with them from thefe parts. My companion
had been imprudent enough, at their earneft requeft, to
indulge them with a fup or twe of this precious liquor;
the confequence of wlhich was, that they became furious,
and broke out into the moft abufive language, becaufe
they could not have any more of it. At length, we were
forced to try what blows would operate upon them; which
had this effec, that the next night, by way of revenge,
they took to their heels and ran away. We,_ on our parts,
rode to one of the two Hottentot craals that were at the
hither end of Hom’mqum, in order to fearch for them.
In the firft they were not to be found, neither, did the peo-
ple chufe to gwe us any explu:at mfermatmn wncermng
them; but when we: Camé_itp the oth(er, and began to climb
over the fence, ‘or t“he' glaceu where they kept their cattle,
they let all their dogs out at. ance upon us. We direétly
put ourfelves ina peﬂ:ure of 'defence, as if we were going
Vo 1. P p to
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to fhoot both the dogs and their mafters. This occafioned
the Hot eniots to call their dags offy, which obeyed imme-
diately.  'We then went into their houfes w'thout d(.la} or
moleftation, fome of which werc built of ftraw in a fduarc
form, with fhelving roofs, like the cottages of the {ltes
In one of thefe cottages, on a little bench, we founé our
Hottentots faft afleep. We contented ourfelves with gent-
ly reproaching them on the frore of their mifconduét;
but at the {ame time, with an air of authority, command-
ed them to return to their duty. They, on their fide,
without anfwering us or offering to gainfay us in the leaft,
followed us as quietly as if they had been our prifoncrs.
They took leave of their countrymen and countrywomen
by fhaking bhands with each other, in the Dutch fathion,
though ‘without! bnwmg ; at the fame time with great cor-
diglity, and a dea,l ‘of talk on both fides. The women
feemed as if they ‘wanted to keep them, and I do not
doubt but that the fellows would have been eafily prevail-
ed on, if -our guns had been out of the way. Indeed,
with refpect to-my Hottentots, I was as much afraid of
the ternptetions of the women as of the intoxicating quali-
ty of the brmdy, and therefore made fo much the more
hafte to get away from ‘this pla.ce. wmch otherwife might
for many years have. W empk ment to the attentive
refearches and obfervatiofis of @ ‘hotauift.

Qtir departure took placs %@thcbegmmng of October;
but before 1 go on any farther “with my’ journal, 1 will
fet down the fiate of ‘the wéather for the month of Sep-
tefaber juft elapfed.

The
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The rainy days were the 8th, gth, 16th, 20th, 21t, (778,
2 4th, 2 5th, 29th; and the laft of thefe days was remarkable \wry~
for Jouth~eaft winds and rain. The thermometer was for
tlig)moft part early in the morning between 49 and so,
w/the middle of the day between 76 and 80, and in the

cvering at fun-fet between go and Go.
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C H A P. VIIL

FJourney through Lange Dal.

o N the gth dayof O¢tober we departed from Houtniquas,
Y ' returning over the great and little Brak rivers to

Geelbek-rivier, from whence to Hagel-craal and drtaquas-
#loof, whither we went the next day: there were two
roads. = The one,. which was, better cleared and more
beaten, though farther to the weft of the laft-mentioned
river, we fent our waggon by; and took the other road,
though it was hilly, ourfelves, being advifed fo to do, as
it was a nearer way on horfeback. By a trifling neglect,
one often lofes, 3 great deal; and we, by loitering a little
on the road, were dlfappomted of our night’s lodging, be-
ing overtaken by the darknefs and rain; fo that, although
we were near the farm whither we were going, and heard
the barking. of "the;.r dogs, and the crowing of their cocks,
' X 3 1:the fpot. - After many fruit-
np t‘O-.:__the roads that led to the
paﬁurqa, and csther b - took s into thickets, and
dxm&ly agmnﬂ thc _ __'P,h_iparts of .mountains, . we at laft
Ihcm&ht we had h1t upon ‘the nght road, when we found
in our wa.); a river deeper than any we had ‘hitherto, in
our
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our bewildered fituation, ventured to crofs. It is true, we
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were not afraid of being foufed a little by going through wA~u

the wyater, as the rain had made us almoft as wet as we
wg]l) could be; but neither of us chofe to be the firft to

“Vggure over, for fear of there being fome hole or oozy
ot in our way. I therefore drove before us over the
rivery, on the forlorn bopey as it were, an old horfe that I
led vi: hand along with me. No fooner had he got over
than e fet off full gallop, and freed himfelf in an in-
ftant tiom the confinement in which we had kept him the
whole day; while we, wet, cold, and hungry (having eaten
nothing all day long but a {light breakfaft) were obliged,
after {feveral more unfuccefsful attempts, to pafs the night
in the open air, expofed to the wind and rain. That we
might not {o eafily be attacked unawares by tigers, we got
away from the river and vale, which was full of bufhes, on
to the mountain, and there took the faddles off our horfes
near a bufh that ftood quite {cparate and alone. Hard-
by was a precipice, which we fortunately perceived time
cnough to be able to be upen our guard againft it. Having
tied our horfes halters round their fore legs, a method very
common in Africa, we then let them feed on the other
fide, with a view, that if any lion fhould .come upon us,
he might firft find employment with them; and at the
fame time, that if a wolf fhould make its appearance, the
horfes fhould not run off. - - The reafon of this .___Qr@qaution
will appear by referring to.page 160.

In the night, when we felt ourfelves almoft fiff with
cold, we wandered up and down, and frequently feil down
on the top of the mountain, which was greafy and flip-

DETYs
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Jxs.  pery, in confequence of the rain. With regard to our

WAy fituation in other refpects, it was difficult to fay, whether
it gave us more comfort or vexation to hear, as we fre-
quently did, the farmer’s cocks crow. As foon asigver
the day began to dawn, at about five o’clock, we fadxled
eur horfes witheut delay, and eafily found our way to
the farm called Hage/-craal, which was only at the dif-
tance of a few gun-fhots from us. Dirk MaRrcus, the
mafter of it, a hearty old fellow, as foon as we accofted
him, began to praife us highly for induftrious young men
who were up before him; but afterwards, when he was
made acquainted with the- difficulties we had undergone,
he heartily pitied us, though he could not help at the
fame: time ferioufly chiding us for not being accuftomed
to {moke; as-in that cafe we might, at a juncture when
it was moft wanted; have had about ws the means of
making a fire, as well as of appeafing our hunger, and
pafling away the tedious hours with a pipe. After this,
he gave us an-account-of a great many adventures he had
met- with. in his- excurfions into the interior part of the
country, where he-had acquired a tolerable competency by
fhooting elephants. The information and advice he gave
us were both ufeful and agreeable.

This worthy man fent his people after the led horfe,
Mh;ch I memmned a8 hsmng run’ away from mej; and
Wllm ‘we. took our ﬂmmﬁﬁm which was on-the 't 3th at
ten .o’plack ‘m . theymobnings> he -lent us feveral {tout
oxen to help .to. W“mar waggon over the very hilly
dale;.called Arraqﬂm%aﬁa At ix we armived: at- Paarde~
craaly a {mall river:fo called; where 'we refted till-the next

mMornings,
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morning, or the 14th. By noon we reached Zafiraan-
craaly at which place the long and tirefome vale of Artaguas
endg. Here, accordingto previous agreement, we turned the
*gﬁ;"l we had borrowed loefe, which went home of them-
ietves the fame way we had brought them. The vale juft
mentioned, is reckoned among the diftri€ts 'which are cold
and four in the higheft degtee, and at the fame time is
confidered as unfit to be inhabited. Here there is faid to
grow a herh, called by the colonifts p— grafs, and which,
as far as one may truft to their defcription of it, is, proba-~
bly, a fpecies of expborbsa. This is {aid to be frequently
eaten by young cattie brought from other countries, which
thereby get a dyfury, or fioppage of urine, that often
proves mortal. In the urine as well as the urethra of thefe
animals, a {fubftance refembling little lumps of cheefe has
been obferved. The only means by which they have
fometimes been fo fortunate as to fave the life of an ani-
mal attacked with this difeafe, has been by hunting and
driving it about for fome time without intermiffien, in or-

der to attenuate, concoct, and expel the coagulated matter.
In time of war or inteftine commotion, a pafs {o nar-
row as Artaquas-kloof, muft neceflarily be of great import-
ance, as a key to the whole tract of country lying to the
eaftward. In Lange-tioof, Yikewife, and Kromme-rivier,
many impediments might be laid in the ‘way of an army
that was marching that way, The traét of land round
about Zaffraax-crasl firait on to Lanee-kloof, is of the kind

1 have defcribed above under the denomination-of Carrozw.
In the houfe at Zaffraan~craal we fuffered an inconve-
nience, which is faid to be very common in the Carroww.
5 This
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This was the common houfe-fly in fuch prodigious quan-
titics, as almoft entirely to cover the walls and ceiling.
In fact, they did not ceafe for a moment to moleft w3, by
fwarming and buzzing about in our-eyes, ears, nofesjyand
mouths, fo that it was not poffible for us to keep ifthe
houfe for any time tegether: notwithftanding which, an old
flave, who at that time lived there quite alone, was obliged
to {leep in the midét of this neft of flies every night. In
other traéts of this country molefted by flies, I faw thefe
troublefome infects taken very «exterouily in the follow-
ing manner. - All over the ceiling are hung up bunches
of herbs, on which the flies are fond of fettling; a per-
fon then takes a linen net or bag of fome depth fixed to
a long handle, and putting it round every bunch, fhakes
it about, fo that the flies fall down to the bottom of the
bag; where, after feveral applications of it in this man-
ner, they are killed by the pint or quart at a time, by
dipping the bag into {calding-hot water. In certain parts
of the Carrow, where the flies abound moft, it is faid,
that there is a bufh which exfudes a humour fomewhat of
the nature and confiftence of tar. This, by its adhefive
quality, ‘detains the flies, which are very fond of fettling
on the plant, and by this means deftroys them. There is
another fhrub -frequently found in the Carrow, which
grows here likewife, and is galled Canna-bo/ch; whence the
whole tra& of country: hmabents bears the name of Can-
#d’s,  and not.Cangar’s-Landy'-as Mr. MasoN has called, it
in: the Philgfophical Tranfattions. ~In fa&, from the ex-
treme: drought that prevails-here, inftead of the Land of
Promife; Mr.MasoN would have done better ta have called

it
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it the Land of AfficZion. A road between Artaquas and 77
Lange-kloofy inclining more to the fouthward than that by v
whicn we went, pafles over a high and fteep mountain,
whyjh, from the circumftance above-mentioned, is called
(:f"n.xm s-hoogte, or Canna’s-heights.

Having examined this fame Canna-thrub I found, that
in ftrict propriety, it formed a new fpecies of /fal/fola; for
which reafon, in my manufcript defcriptions of plants, 1
have called 1t Saljola caffra, foliis minutis [ubrotundis, car-
120/15, concavis, imbricaris., The leaves have a bitter falt
tafte, and burned together with the whole thrub, produce
very ftrong afhes, excellently well adapted for the purpofec
of making foap; for which reafon, particular attention is
paid by the Carrow farmers to the culture of this plant.
In the parts of the flower, the Casna-fhrub fo far differs
from the generical charalter of the /a//o/a in the fixth edi-
tion of the Genera Plantarum, inalmuch as this {pecies
has a little obfolete /&yl with two or three brown /figmas.
The remaining parts of its charalter were, Stam. fil. bre-
viff. Anthere cordate, Calyx perianth. perfifiens, Caplula g
valvisy 1 locularis, and Semen 1 cochleatum, as in the fal-
Jfola, or rather refembling a watch-{pring coiled up.

It was curious to fee how the only flayve:that was then
at Zaffraan-craal, and-who had the abfelute management
of the farm; how ikilfully, kfays with the,. affiftance of
two Hottentots who- w net. far from the plaee, ‘he had
brought the water in, rﬂaﬁmmnnds down to the fields
of wheat (of whichithe arsat:that- time. were peeping
forth,) as well as to the gardens anid had made dams at
thefe places, fo that they might be overflowed and water-

YoL. L Qq cd,
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ed whenever it was requifite, by which means they ap~
peared clad with a delightful verdure. In every other
part the earth was as much parched up, and as dry as the
high road; on which account, having fet out upon,eur
journey at night, for the fake of taking the benefif of
the coolnefs of the air, we were foon obliged to turn
back and ftay till morning, as we were not able to dif-
tinguith the road from the other parts of the ficlds and
commons.

The next morning we continued our route, and aftcr
pafling over Mora/s-rivier, came to Canna-river, by others
called Kleindorn-rivier, where we baited. All the verdure
our oxen and horfes could find here confifted only in @
{mall quantity of a reed (arundo pbragmites) ftill left in
the above-mentioned river, the greater part of it having
been previoufly confumed by the cattle belonging to for-
mer travellers. It happened, however, that we ftaid longer
than we ought to have done in a place that was caten fo
bare, in order to regale ourfelves with a meal of our own
cooking, compefed of a kind of a partridge that I had juft
fhot, as for the laft three days we had had nothing to fatisfy
the cravings of our appetites but .our Hottentot’s coarfe
ammunition-bread and a littde tea. It fell to my lot to
pluck the bird, and Mr. IMMELMAN undertook to drefs it;
and, indeed, he fhewed himdfelf a perfect mafer in the
art, ftewing it in 2 guantum fuficit of water, and a little
fheeps-tail fat, which our Hottentots had got at Zafraan-
¢raal for their own eating; fo that it would be no eafy
matter to defcribe the highly agreeable {enfations convey-
ed by this delicate difh to the organs both of tafte and {mell.

But,
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But, as ill-luck would have it, we had neither of us re- ol
membered to draw the fowl, till in order to divide it cqual- \ "~
ly Ifetween us, we cut it in two; when the fauce, which
we*jult before had found delicious in the higheit degree,
became quite naufeous. The Hottentots laughed heartily
at our omiffion, and ftill more at our delicacy, and at the
fame time licked it up every drop.

The delay occafioned by this meal caufed us to be over-
taken by darknefs, before we could reach the next farm ;
in confequence of which, we got into a labyrinth of bufhes
and briars for want of being able to fee the road. We
were therefore obliged to ftop, and prepare to {uffer hun-
ger and thirft, together with our beafts, till the next mom-
ing, and be almoft frozen to death into the bargain; for
though it had been reeking hot the preceding dav, the
night was neverthelefs extremely cold. About midnight,
however, the moon thone, and enabled us once more to
find the road, when we foon came to a farm near Kline
Dorn-riviery called Zandplaat.

It was not without the greateft aftonifhment, that we
beheld the fiext morning the confiderable number and un-
paralleled fatnefs of the fheep here, when we compared #hem
with the horrid drought and aridity of theland. In this part
of the country, when they are going to kill a thecp, thev
alwavs look out for the leaneft in the whole flock, as the
reft are intolerably fat, ‘The tail alone of one of thefc
fheep (which is thick and of a triangular fhape, being
from a foot to a foot and’a half in length, and fometimcs
above fix inches thick near the rump) will weigh from
<ight to twelve pounds; and moftly confifts of a dclicate

Qq 2 kind
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kind of fat, which by fome people is eaten with bread in-

A~/ itead of butter, and is ufed for drefling vi¢tuals with, and

tometimes even for making candles.

Here, as being produced in the Carrow and in a warm_
diftri&t, the wine is faid to be good ; but I can form. no
judgment of it myfelf, as the farmer had already fold or
confumed all he had made. On the other hand, in Lauge
Kloof, as being a jowr diftri¢t, not a drop of wine can be
made. _

Some Hottentot wives had got their huts built near this
farm ; and a Hottentet lad, who was, in fa&t, in the fer-
vice of the farmer, had at that time lain for feveral days
in their quarters, affti¢ted with a bad diforder, which feem-
ed to have a great affinity with the putrid fever epidemic
here, and confequently would not bear bleeding. I was
forced, however, to undertake this operation, in order to
refcue the lad from the clutches of his maifter, who had
an unlimited confidence in venefection, and had already
whetted his knife on purpofe to perform it. ‘The patient,
who either could not or elfe would not give any account
of the ftate in which he found himfelf, had,® previous to
the®peration, a fmall pulfe; and during it was taken with
a univerfal tremor, upon which, after his arm was bound
up again, fupervened convulfive twitchings. So that, in
fa&, we left our patient in a‘much weaker condition than
we found him in, though Thad been very {paring in taking
blood from him. My hoft, neverthelefs, was very well
fatisfied, and would not be perfuaded but that the tremor
was going off; at the fame time he bade his wife give me
for my trouble the beft of every thing they had in the

houfe.
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houfe. In the fpace of about half am hour, however, they Rl
came and told us, that the poor lad was at the point of \~J
deat. I cannot deny, but that I reproached myfelf in-
ternally, with having been in a manner the inftrument of
his death ; I did not however omit, in order as it were to
difburthen my confcience, to reproach my hoft bitterly,
as having been the principal caufe of fending the foul of a
Hottentot into cternity. But the good man feemed {fo much
troubled, and took it fo to heart, that I was actually going
to comfort him, when he at laft broke filence with a deep
figh, and anfwered me with fome warmth, faying, The
devil a bit did he care for the Hottentot or his {foul either,
fo that he could but get another ox-leader in his ftead,
as he muft foon drive to the Cape to difpofe of his butter.
In the mean time we went to {ee the ceremonies prac-
tifed with the corpfe. In fact, they confift in this; the
Hottentots fhake, jolt, pummel and cuff their dying coun-
trymen, as well as fuch -as are juft dead; at the fame rime
fhrieking and hollowing in their ears, and cafting a world
of reproaches on them for dying. Neither do they for-
get befides to endeavour, by fair words and promifes,
to perfuade them not to leave this world; as if it depended
on a man in the agonies of death, to die or not, juft as he
pleafed. 1now faw this ceremony performed to a hair on the
youth I had let blood, by two Hottentot old women. Indeed,
I was afraid, that by their perfeverance in this pious work,
they would guite fuffocate the {fmall {park of life which,
at leaft juft after our arrival, was perceived in him; but,
on the contrary, the patient came a litile to himfelf, {fo
that it appeared, as if by their fhaking and jolting, they
had.
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oz7s:  had put the languid circulation, and confequently the vital

A/ powers into proper motion again. ‘My hoit and I, how-
ever, on our fides, did not negle& to get fome branly as
foon 2s pofiible, in order to moiften his lips and nofe with
it. 1 afterwards heard here, on my return from my tour,
that this {fwoon came on the youth in confequence of their
having let him run out of the houfe during the frenzy
produced by the fever; as likewife, that low and fatigued
as he was at that time, yet in the {pace of ten or twelve
days he bad grown quite ftout and hearty, infomuch, that
he had run away from his mafter during the journey to
the Cape, in which I mentioned that my hoft intended to
make ufe of him as ox-leader.

There was an orzer extremely well ftuffed, which I now
%keep in the cabinet of curiofities belonging to the Academy
of Sciences, but which being a rarity in thofe parts, my
landlord intended as a prefent for the governor, and had
kept it hid up in a private place for that purpofe: he now,
however, gave it to me by way of recompence for bleed-
ing the lad, fo thankful was the fimple boor, and fo much
charmed with this eperation. This otter feemed to be of
the fame fpecies with our European otter, and to differ
from it only in fize, and in being of a lighter colour. The
length of the body, meafuring from the nofe to the root
of the tail, is twe feet and a half, and the whole length
of the tail rather more than eighteen inches. This animal,
in all probability, lives chiefly on a kind of round crabfith
and frogs; as in the frefh water of all the African rivers,
that I have laid down in my map, two forts -of fith-only,
that I know of, are to be found, (and thefe too in a very

6 trifling
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{pecies of which I have forgot to defcribe, and the cyprinus \ A~

gonofynchus, about the fize of an ordinary herring.

On the 17th we went from the and Carrow diftriét into
Lange Kloof, (or the long dale) which commences at Brak-
rivier. By way of reinforcing my team, I was obliged to
buy another pair of oxenhere, at eight rixdollars a head. The
farmer’s wife, who {eemed to be the chief manager here,
warranted them to be without fault or blemifth. As one
of them, however, when we drove from hence, was foon
found to be rather lame in one of the hind legs, we began
to harbour fome fufpicions of the fair vender’s honetty.
Her neighbours at leaft affured us, that with refpect to the
dependence that was to be placed on her word, the ox
might have been lame of all four legs, without our having
anv reafon to blame any thing but our own credulity. We
were likewife over-reached with regard to a horfe that we
left here, by this fame hoftefs of ours and her hufband.
Shortly after this they removed to the Cape, with a view
to go into the commercial line there. They were never-
thelefs at this time, hofpitable to the fulleft extent of the
word ; at the fame time, eating themfelves with an appe-
tite that aftonifhed us.  As hofpitality is commmonly prac-
-tifed, and, indeed, is a leading feature in the charadter ot
the country people here, {o it appears to me from feveral
circumitances, that deceit in their dealings is likewifc very
prevalent in the colony ; -and:by no means confidered in fo
low and defpicable a light; as it is with us, or as it really
deferves to be.

In
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ol In the neighbourhoed of Brak-rivier, as well as in other

A~ places in Lange Kloof, they made great complaints concern-
ing the p— grafs mentioned above, as growing in 2r/a-
quas Kloof ; though nobody could, with any degree of cer-
tainty, point out any particular herb as coming under that
denomination. .

In this part of the country I was confulted by a mar-
ried woman, who, through ignorance, as well as impa-
tience, had pulled away piece-meal her uterus, which was
in a prolapfed ftate, without any bad confequences enfuing.

Near the fource of Keurebooms-rivier there was a farm,
from which, by a woublefome foot-path, one might go in
a day to Alvoa-bay in Houtniquas. Pott-rivier is likewife
called Cbhamika, a name, which, as there was no room for
it in the map, I thought it was proper to mention here
for the fake of future travellers. As Mr. IMMELMAN and
1 being on horfeback, had rode to a good diftance before
the waggon, we loft our way, it being then very dark;
we had the good luck, however, at length, to come up to
a farm, not far from the laft-mentioned river. We found
the farm inhabited only by forae Hottentots, who were left
there by a colonift in order to look after it. They were
{o crofs-grained, as not to anfwer either in Dutch or Por-
tuguefe Mr. IMMELMAN’s enquiries about the road, al-
though he promifed to give them fomething to drink, and
though, as we were afterwards affured, they perfeily un-
derftood both thefe languages; - but, to make amends, they
jabbered a great deal to us:in their own, of which, how-
ever, we could not comprehend a fyllable. I do not know

whether
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whether this behaviour proceeded from a wicked difpofi-
tion, the foundation of which is to be fought for in the ge-
neral depravity, as it is called, of human nature; or whe-
ther it might not rather be confidered, as a well-founded
grudge harboured in the breafts of thefe people againft the
Chriftian colonifts. We fince heard of many inftances, in
which the fame thing had happened elfewhere to other
Chriftians, who, by way of putting a trick on thefe poor
fcllows, pretended to be ignorant of the Hottentot language;
and by this means heard unfufpected the anfwers of the
Hottentots, confifting in mere impertinence and fcoffing
jelts, which they threw out againft the Chriftans with the
higheft glec, and, as they thought, with impunity, till the
latter pulled off the mafk in order to avenge themfclves.

As we could get no information from thefe Hottentots,
we endeavoured to find the way again ourfelves, as well as
we could : but juft as I imagined I had hit upon it, and as
I was riding acrofs the river juft mentioned, my horfe fank
all at once in the ooze quite up to the faddle. I imme-
diately threw my{elf off on the bank ; but we found it a
difficult matter to drag my horfe out of this quagmire; and
afterwards were obliged, together with our waggon, that
came up afterwards, to wait for the dawn of the following
day (the 22d) before we could find the right fording-
place, when we proceeded to the river Kukoi, or, as it is
pronounced, #Ku-ko:.

This name, which fignifies head or mafter, has proba-
bly been beftowed upon this river, as being the firft branch,
or rather the fource of the great river of rCam-£Na/i,
which again runs ‘into that of #C’amtowr. The farm at

VoL. L. Rr Kukos
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Kukos river is called dvanture. . From the mountains there-
abouts we faw the fea, without being able to get the leaft
glimpfe of the forefts of Howiniguas, on account of ether
mountains fituated between. Neither had any one tried
to go down from hence into Houtniquas.

We ftaid in Lange Kloof till the 311, or laft day of this
month inclufively.

At Apies-rivier 1 {aw an old-Bofies-man with his wife,
who, I was informed by farmer P: Verejra, had, a few
months before, reigned over above a hundred Bofhies-
men; but they were now tranflated by the farmer from
that priucely, or rather patriarchal dignity, to that of being
fhepherds to a few hundreds of fheep. With regard to
other matters, he gave them the higheft commendations,
as being quite different from the Hottentots in general,
alert and exadt in their bufinefs, and likewife as being well
contented with their lot, and {uiting their inclinations to
their fortunes. It is poffible, indeed, that this ancient
couple, in confequence of their good fenfe and experience,
might actually find a greater and more fubftantial blifs in be-
ing placed at the head of a flock of theep, than when they
were on their throne fyrrounded by their fubjects. I will
even admit the farmer’s affertion, that his fheep throve
better under the-care of  thefe ilkaftrjous and confequently
more enlightened perfonages ; . yet #ill it is a deed that cries
to heaven for vellgemc@f;@g;@aﬁréam a whole community
of its head and governoxy. for the fake of fome advantage
and utility accruing thereby, fo a flack. of {heep, the pro-
perty of .a vile peafant \—We, faw, morseves, as we rode
along, (efpedially in Lange Kloof ) numbers of fugitive Hot-

tentots



CAPE ofF GOOD HOPE.

tentots of both fexes, who were now no longer purfued,
partly on account of their age and infirmities, and partly
becaufe it was not worth any colonift’s while to lay hold on
them, as they would be liable to be demanded back by
their former mafters. One of thefe that I paffed on the
road, a very old man, died (as I was told) the day after of
weaknefs and fatigue. Moft of thefe fugitives carried a
thick ftout ftaff, generally headed with a heavy gritftone
of two pounds weight or more, rounded off;, and with a
hole bored through the middle of it, in order to increafe
the force of the ftick for the purpofe of digging up roots
and bulbs out of the ground; and at the fame time for
piercing the hard clay hillocks, which are formed to the
height of three or four feet, by a kind of ants, (Zermes) a
fpecies of infeét of which the Bofhies-men’s food in a great
meafure confifts. It gave me no fmall pain, to fee the
poor old fugitives frequently wafting the remains of their
ftrength on thefe hardened hillocks in vain, fome other ani-
mal, that feeds on ants, having worked its way into them,
and confumed all their provifion before hand.

I was at a place in Large Kloof, where feveral Hottentot
fugitives came to beg tobacco of our hofts. They acknow-
ledged, that they had come over the mountains from Hoxz-
Wiquas, where they had, indeed, had a very good mafter ;
but faid, that they chofe to go home to their own country :
and, indeed, fince the death of one of their companions,
were more particularly obliged:to remove from thence.

At Krakkeel-riviey theground wasvery ftony,andthere were
agreatmany heapsof pebble-ftones, threeorfour feetin height,
that had lain there time out of mind; fo that no conjectures
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ow7s:  could be formed, to whatend or on what occafion they had
\~~~/ been laid up together.

In a vale near this {pot I faw {everal large pits, with a
fharp ftake placed in the middle, intended as fnares to catch
the larger fort of game. I and my horfe were very near
being caught in one of them ourfelves.

In the mountains near K/ppen-drift lives, it is faid, a
race of Hottentots, which, from the place of their abode,
are called Mountain-Hottentots. Thefe are, without doubt,
the {fame kind of Bofhies-men, that fteal and make their prey
of cattle, and, in other refpelts, live on game and the na-
tural produce of the fields, as I have defcribed above. The
farmers hereabouts, on that account, did not dare to let their
cattle feed at any diftance from their farms.

At Zwarte Kloofy a farm between: Krakkeel and Wagen-
booms-rivier, they fhewed me a Hottentot girl, about ten
years old, who, though born and brought up in their {fer-
vice, had got, as they faid, even at that tender age, the
Hottentot way of eloping. She had run away for a fort-
night together, and in all this time had lived on nothing
but the wild produce of the fields and woods; and vet had
kept up her fleth, and returned home plump and in good
condition. On her return, fhe gave an account of her-
felf to the following purport. :That fhe had wandered
to a great diftance, and once at the fight of a huge beaft,
(which, on her givinga fatther defcription of it, was fup-
pofed to have been a lion) flie was fo terribly frightened,
that the immediately made the beft of her way home.

About Wagenbooms-rivier . there is found, according to
all accounts, a lizard as black as a coal, about a foot in

length,
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length, which we fuppofed to be very venomous, as the J775-
Hottentots teftified the greateft dread of them. ‘This crea- w~J
turesis faid, however, to be very rare. The heaps of ftones

lying near this fame river, are the peculiar abode of great
numbers of thofe little animals which are defcribed by

M. PaLvras, by the name of cavia Capenfis #, and by the co-

lonifts are called da/fes, or badgers. Thefe creatures, which

have fome affinity with the ordinary marmots, and are

about the {fame fize, are eaten by many people, who look on

them as a delicacy. They are likewife eafily made ex-
tremely tame, and are found in many other places in the
African mountains. ‘The little Daffzz iflands on the weft-

ern coaft of Africa, take their name from them.

On thofe places in the mountains, where thefe creatures
dwell, there is found a fubftance called here Dafen-pi/s.
It refembles petroleum, or rock-oil, and by many, that
have {cen it, is actually confidered as fuch. It is likewife
ufed by fome people for medical purpofes, and by them is
fuppofed- to have greater powers than is confiftent with
any degree of probability. Finding that this fubftance did
not ftand the fame proofs as petroleum, and at the fame
time that it was found only in places frequented by the
daffes, 1 had {ufficient reafon to conclude that it proceeded
from this animal, and that it is moft probably the men-
ftrual excretion of the creature; as obfervations made on
a tame female of this fpecies, have given room for fuch a
fufpicion; and as befides the dafs’s excrements are often
found in this fubftance, and feldom any where elfe.

* This animal is of the fame genus with the Guinea-pig, or cavia (sbaya.

The
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o7 The river of Three Fountainsy, (Drie Fonteins) the laft
w~~~ in Lange Kloof, is the origin of fome great river in
Sitficamma.

The temperature of the air for this month of Otober,
approached as nearly as pofiible to that of the preceding
month, or September. The rainy days were the gth,
zothy 19th, 20th, 22d, 23d, 26th, 27th, and 28th.

CHAP
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C H A P IX.

Journey from Lange Dal to Sitficamma, and_from
thence to Sea-cow River,

N the 1ft of November we fet out for Kromme-
riviery or the Crooked-river, fo called from the cir-
cumftance of its running with many turnings and wind-
ings through a very narrow dale. This river was very
full of ooze, and in other refpets was inconvenient to us,
as we had to crofs it eight times before we got to Ejen-
bofch, which was the following day, or the 2d of No-
vember. ;

The name of Efer-bo/ch is given to a kind of woody
traét along Efen-riviers, which, as well as the wood, has
taken its name from the efle or afh-tree. This tree makes
an entirely new genus, and is defcribed by me in the Tranf-
actions of the Royal Academy of Sciences, by the name of
f&Eke_zbergz'a Capenfisy in compliment to SIR CHARLES GUs-
TAvUs EKEBERG, Member of the Royal Academy of
Sciences, and Knight of the Orxder of Vafa, who was the
occafion of my making this voyage; and who, by his
zeal for natural hiftory, and the great pains he has been
at in promoting it, is highly deferving of this diftinction.

The
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The tract of country round about this place is confidered
as four. A farmer had lately chofen this {pot to cultivate
and live in. = For the prefent, a hut compofed of leaves
and ftraw was all the houfe he had. Here I found and
made a defcription of many trees and fhrubs, which I had
not feen before. Here were likewife, in greater numbers
than elfewhere, infeéts of that peculiar genus firft defcrib-
ed by Profeflor THUNBERG, by the name of pnewmora, in
the Swedifh Tranfacions, Vol. XXXVI. p. 254. ~ This {pe-
cies, to which likewife muft be referred the Gr. papilios.
FAaBR. is compofed of 1. pn. smmac. (gryll. unicol. 1LINN :)
2. pn. macul. (gr. varioks. LINN. and FABR.) 3. pn. fex
gutt. (gr. inan. FaBrR.) They are from two to three
inches long, and their abdomen, one fingle {fmall gut ex-
cepted, is found empty, and at the fame time quite pellu-
cid, and likewife blown up and diftended; on which ac-
count they are called &/gazops by the colonifts, and are
faid to live on nothing but wind. In the day time they
arc moftly filent, but in the places haunted by them, one
fometimes of an evening hears the noife of them from all
fides, which is tremulous and tolerably loud. They are
eafily allured by any firong light in the dark, and then are
cafieft caught; but very rarely appear at that time. A
perfon affured me, they might eafily be brought out of
their-hiding places by a noife, or by talking to them, as
it were, and going to meet. them; but when he made the
experiment in my prefence.it failed.

On the 3d we baited at the next farm, which was on the
other fide of Diep-rivier. Several Hottentots of the Bofhies-
man race, who were in the farmer’s fervice, had their huts

8 near
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near the farm. Thefe huts were made of ftraw, but were
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now, for the greater part, covered befides with large {lips of =~

elephant’s flefh, which was cut out zig-zag fafhion in
ftrings or {lips of the thicknefs of two, three, and four
fingers breadth, and hung together to the length of fe-
veral fathoms. Some of thefe were wound round the
huts, while others were ftretched from one hut to the other
for the fake of drying them. At this time the men, wo-
men, and children here had no other employment than
that of fleeping, {moking, and eating elephant’s flefh.
And though I had eaten dog’s flefh in the South-Sea, yet
the looks and flavour of the prefent entertainment, were
fufficient to take from me all curiofity and defirc of taft-
ing that of the elephant. Befides, at this time it was not
frefh, but had been dried for fome days in the fun; fo
that had I tafted of it, my opinion could not by any means
have been depended on; and I fhould have drawn upon
myfelf the contempt of the colonifts into the bargain, who
look ‘upon it almoft as horrible an action to eat the fleth
of an elephant as that of a man; as the elephant, accord-
ing to them, is a very intelligent animal, which, when it
is wounded and finds that it cannot efcape from its enc-
mies, in a manner weeps ; {fo. that the tears run down its
checks, juft as withithe human fpecies when in forrow
and affliGtion. 1 was defirous of riding out upon the
plains where the elephants had been fhot, in order to fee
the ‘fkeletons of them ; ‘bait-I was affured, that all their
bones had been alteady dragged off the premifes by the
wolves:

VorL. L Ss This
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1775 This which they were now feafting upon they fup-

\a"::’j pofcd to be a young male, as the tufks ‘were tather of the
imalleft, being no more than three feet long, and its largeft
grinders not above four inches in. breadth; while the
grinder of an elephant which I got ‘from fome other ele-
phant-hunters at the Cape, and now preferve in the cabi-
net of the Royal' Academy of Sciénces, is nine inches
broad, and weighs four pounds arid a half; though it bears
evident marks of having been the fartheft tooth in the
jaw, and of not being grown to its full fize, having been
enclofed in the gum to about two-thifds of its breadth.
The diftance from the root to the top of the tooth, or its
clevation above the focket, feems to have been three
inches. The ears of the elephant fhot at this place, were
reported to have reached from the fhoulders of a middle-
fized Hottentot down t¢ the ground.  One of the fore legs,
which had been brought to the farm, lay there as yet un-
diffeéted. ‘The hide was not néar fo compact and clofe as
thofe of the rhinoceros and hippopotamusdy’ but the tex-
ture of it feemied to be compofed of larger tubes and
blood-veffels; ‘at thé’fame time that the external furface
of it was more umneven, wrinkled, aﬁ“kl‘nﬁty, and there-
fore cannot be ufed for making I' 3,28 dre the hides of
the animals juft mentiorted. * THE ot was' almoft round,
meafuring very little more acroﬁﬂfﬁn the leg; which was
hardly one foot in dhameters: The-toes fhould be. -alwrays
five in number, but tﬁé‘%cﬁﬁ‘“‘m‘y iry"that r&fpe&, acdord-
ing to the obfervation of M.’ Buﬂd'ﬁg Tom. XL ‘p. 68.
In this {pecimen 1 found only four,” ‘tHe faegeR of which
feemed to have been on the outfide of the foot; “nd ‘the

fmalleft
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{mallet were but one inch each in diameter. The fkin
ander the foot, did not feem to be thicker or of a firmer
tesiture than that of the other parts of the body.
It was {fuppofed, that the elephant which was fhot here,
had been driven away from its herd by fome other males
fironger than itfelf out of Sitficamma, in the thick forefts
+0f which the elephants may find an afylum; or, to {peak
-more properly, be fortified againft the attacks of their ene-
-mies : for as. to . Laxge Kloof, and other places which the
Chrifhians had begun to inhabit, thefe animals were obliged
immediately to.retire from them. The chace of the ele-
phant here mentioned was, according to the account given
by the hunters themfelves, (a couple of farmers) carried
on in the following manner,

On the very evening on which they faw this huge ani-
mal, they immediately refolved to purfue it on horfeback ;
though they were fo far from being fkilful and practifed
elephant-hunters, that they never before fet eyes upon one
of thefe animals. - This probably, however, according to
‘their defcription, was not lefs than cleven or twelve feet
high ; while, on the other hand, the largeft of this fpecies
are faid to reach ta the height of fifteen or fixteen feet *

-~Their horfes, thouﬁ; as much unwled as their riders to
the fight.of this colefial animal, yet did not flinch in the
‘Jeafts . The animals . likewife, did pot feem to trouble him-
. L3 Tfthls'ﬁeik cafk,” ﬂie “Afiatic elephianits dre much inferior to the African in point
%mmik-ﬂm Wors, ¢ as misseteprt years.in Ceylon, where thefe animals arc
4 and who -had: opp of getrin thebc{t informatign concerning them,

“or friar *&Iis,ws great height, and mentions an
' ~,m,m¢b,m Iwght, as: a g«;at curiolity. Vide WoLr’s

Ss 2 fﬁlf
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worrs. felt about them, till they came within fixty or feventy
A~ paces of him; when one of them at that inftant, after the
ufual manner of the Cape huntfmen, jumped off his herfe,
and, fecuring the bridle, fell upon one knec, and with
his left hand fixing his ramrod, upon which he refted his
piece, into the ground, took his aim and fired on the ele-
phant, which then had got about forty or fifty paces far-
ther off :  for in this country, when they hunt the larger
kind of animals, they generally choofe to take vhe oppor-
tunity of fhooting at the diftance of one hundred and fifty
paces ; partly becaufe they load their pieces in fuch a man-
ner, that the ball, in their opinion, has the greateft effect
at that diftance; and partly at this diftance, they can get
time to mount their horfes again, and make off, before
the wounded animal can come up to them to take his re-
venge. Our fport{fman had fcarcely got into the faddle, and
turned his horfe’s head round, before he found that the
clephant was at his heels.  Juft at that inftant the creature
had fet up a fharp fhrill cry, which he thought he felt
pierce to the very marrow of his bones; and which caufed
his horfe likewife to make feveral hafty leaps, and after-
wards fet off galloping with an incredible fwiftnefs. Inthe
nmcan while the huntfman had the prefence of mind to ride
his horfe up an afcent, knowing that elephants and other
large animals are flow and unwieldly .going up hill, in
proportion to their weight, but the contrary in going down
hill. On this account he galloped off with, -the: greateft
fecurity, and at the fame time his corppaniots had the more
leifure to advance to one fide of the elephant; ‘where . he
thought he' could eafieft direct his. dbot at the. heart and.
larger
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larger arteries belonging to the lungs of the animal. This, g

'I‘;'rs-

vember.

however, did not hit any dangerous part, as the horfe was ‘wr~u

unrtly and pulled at the bridle, which the man had hung
over his right arm, at the time that, in the fame manner as
the former; he had jumped off his horfe and fired his
picce. The elephant, which now turned upon this latter,
was foon tired of purfuing him, as he had an opportunity
of riding from it up a ftill fteeper hill than his companion.
Afterwards the two hunters found it anfiver better to hold
each other’s horfes, fo that they thould not get away, while
each of the {portfmen fired their pieces by turns. The
elephant, even after the third ball, ftill. threatened ven-
geance ; but the fourth entirely cooled his courage : how-
ever, he did not abfolutely drop till he had reccived the
eighth. Several experienced hunters of elephants have
neverthelefs affured me, that one fingle ball is fufficient
to bring an elephant to the ground, but for this purpofe
it 1s neceflary,.
1ft, That the bore of the piece be large enough to ad-
mit of a: ball weighing about three, or leaft.above two
ounces.
2dly, That the piece be well ftocked, which will ena-
ble it to bear a higher charge; for it muft be obferved,
that the farmers,. for the purpofe of hunting the elephait,
fea~cow, rhinoceros, and even the buffalo, generally chufe
and. pay a 'good price for the old-fafthioncd Swedifth and
Danifth- mufkets, which at prefent, on account of their
great' weight and.clumfinéfs, are no lenger in ufe; but
they gererally: put<a ftronger ftock to them than they had
before, i order that.they may bear a charge {fo much the
higher
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higher without recoiling.. It is in confequence of the
weight of the piece, that the {portfman hardly ever offers
to fire off his gun, without refting on his ramrod in the
manner before mentioned. Still lefs does any one venture
to difcharge his piece, while fitting on his horfe, as both
the horfe and its mafter have ufually a tremor upon them
in confequence of hard riding.

3dly, It is requifite for the fhooting of elephants, that
the ball be compofed of about one part of tin, and two
parts of lead; for a ball made of lead alone is always quite,
or, at leaft, in fome meafure flattened, againft the thick and
very tough-hides of the larger kind of animals, and by

‘this means mifles its intended effe&, as I have myfelf feen

in the cafe of the rhinoceros. Again, if there be too great
a mixture of tin in the ball, this will be too light and brit-

tle into the bargain; fo that, as I have likewife found by

experience, it will fly afunder in the feam, when it hits

-againft the boney parts of the body of any large beaft. Se-

veral people have affured me, that with mufkets of this
kind highly charged, and tin balls, they could make a hole
through a plough-fhare of a tolerable thicknefs. Indeed I
never {faw this done, but do not look upon it as incredible ;
as when I feemed to doubt of the fact, feveral people of-
fered to lay me a wager of it.: - On 'the other hand, I was
the more indined to believe ity as'1knew that with a mere
leaden piftol bullet, a perfon has fometimes fhot. through

-a breaft-plate. 1 have heard many. fponﬂmman ity

as 2 fmﬁt well immwn‘ ammg theu‘ fiaternd w thﬁwhen
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that have {teod clofe together, the ball, when it did not
hl%‘lpon any of the boney parts of them, has paffed through
four or five of thefe animals at a time.

gthly, It is neceflfary above all things to hit the elephant
on the heart, or fomewhere néar it, where it is a great
chance but that the ball meets with fome large blood-vefiel,
by which means the animal foon bleeds to death. It is
therefore the more requifite to have a large piece, as the
wound made by a fmall ball, may eafily happen to be clofed
up with fat-or clots of blsod; not to mention the elafticity of
the hide and mufcular fibres, which in the elephant, rhi-
noceros, and many othér large animals, is proportionally
greater than in the fmaller kind of game; and in confe-
quence of which, the wound made by the fhot is the eafier
contraéted and diminifhed.

A man famous for fhooting of elephants, told me, in-
deed, that the beft way to come at the heart of this ani-
mal, was to level the piece at that part of its fide, which
is generally in contact with the tips of its ears; but to
judgé from the beautiful drawing of this creature in M.
BurroNn’s work, the ears feem too thort for the direftions
given me by my informer to be of any ufe; except, in-
deed, that ‘the African elephants fhould have fomewhat
longer ears than that of M. Burron; or that the ears in
the ' large “and very old animals, are proportionably much
miore fengthened, than' in the young one reprefented in the
wotk “Fbove-fentioned.’

“ 1 riuft have been’ from expetienice, that the huntfmen
at the Ggae-lmve fearnied not to take aim at the elephant’s
léad; “as - the “Brain is too fmall to be eafily hit, and is

X more-
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1775 moreover well defended by a thick and hard cranium.
November, S ; & 3 .

b~ This likewife correfponds with what is previowfly knawn
with regard to this animal ; but from what has been faid
above, it is evident, that two or three hundred peoplc
could not poflibly have any trouble in fhooting one ele-
phant, (a fa&t which however is related by M. Busron,
page 11, from BosMAN's Voyage to Guinea, page 254,)
unlefs the fire-arms, as well as the {fportfmen, are mifer-
able indeed : much lefs does it requirc.-a whole army, as
the former author fuppofes it does, to attack a herd of ele-
phants. In faét, this, in Africa, is often attempted by a fingle
huntiman, when provaded with a fleet horfe ufed to hunt-
ing, and who at the fame time finds the elephants on the
plains before him. . In fo doing, he hardly runs any greater
rifk than when he has only one of thefe animals to attack.
In this cafe, the youngeft elephants are wont to fly firft ;
but one or two of the old ones, who have the ftrongeft
teeth, and are the very identical animals the {port{fmen
with to have to do with, fometimes, perhaps, will run
after him; but as they.are foon weary and turn back again,
the {portfman turns upon them again, and always finds an
opportunity of thooting fome of them. When one of thefe
beafts is hit only upen the hip, it is generally faid,
that he has received earmeft’ of the hunt{fman, as he
is rendered lame by it, and in canfequence of this may ex-
peét from them a more dangerous wound before he can
be able to get off. Fhe larger the elephant’s teeth are, and
zhe older the animals are them{élves, the heavier and flower
Jikewife they are faid to be, and- find it meore .difficuit to
efcape. When the fun has fhone extremely oty they
have



