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S 
-m b' but, as ill fummerthey have nothing elfeto fuftain themfclves 

t ptcm et. 
~ with, ther content themfelves with browzing on the fiuubs 

olld bulh es ; and notwithftanding this, do not by any means 
{3re ill. The larger kinds of cattle cannot make fo good a 
filift with mere fiuubs, but arc obliged to feck for reeds and 
other green vegetables in the rivers; for which reafon, where 
the inhabitants of the Carrow live in fueh low litu.tions, 
they remove in the fummer up to the ridges of moun
tains and hills, where they find the ufual [ummer climate, 
with roin at intervals, plenty of grafs, and cool refrcfi1-
ing hreezes. In the winter, it is [.,id both to hail oml 
fnow on divers uf the mountains; on which account the 
colonifts leave them at that time, in order to enjoy in the 
Carrou', or lower fituations, the benefit of a mild winter, 
.<:companied with rain and a delightful ·verdure, as 1 have 
defcribed it above. Allured hy the fame advant3gcs, the 
wild harts or gazell] likewife come down into the plains, 
and arc followed by the beafts of prey. To the difterent 
forts of corn the Carrow climate is j(, far unfavourable, 
that in cafe they are fowed in the winter or the rainy 
feafon, they are Cas I have been informed by the inhabi
.tants, who haVe)l\ade many attempts of the kind) apt to 
be rotted by . the ... too . great abundance of water; and if 
put into the ground. in, fummer, they call not fpring up 
on .account of the great drought. Notwithlbnding all 
thefe natural difadvantages" however, to the hOllour of the 
forecaft and diligence. of man · in a Hate of civilization be 
it fpoken, one very frequent! y .fees, eVel),"in tqe parch.cd 
2nd dry Carrow .plains,·,. fields of cor/), ~i.tcbencga~s, 
and vineyards, verdant and flourifiling in the higheft· ge-

gree; 
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grec; while the wild plants around them die, or Janguit11 . 17i,. 
September. 

With drought. This remarkable appearance proceeds \".ryV 

from the water being brought down at pleafure franl the 
ncarcft InOltntains, and carried a11 over their fields and 
plantations. 

What arc termed by the colonifts the Zuur-veldcn, or 
Sour7jidds, are fuch as liefomewhat higher and cooler 
than the [hore, and thus are .better fupplied with rain th an 
the other plains; which, however, abound more in gra[<; . 
Thc ditferent forts of grafs ' here are likewife perennial, and 
coarfer than thofe of! the former; at the fame time that 
their blades have a hairy ' roughneH. in t hem, and arc 
hroatler. The" cattle in thtfe tracts of country arc fome
\yhat given to chew uh\\'holefi)l).1c fuhfbnccs, fuch as thongs 
of leather; chalk;. l and~ bones; and arc even accufiomed, ill 
bilnre of c,-ery"thing e1fe of the kind, to gnaw each others 
h orns . Thi::; circonlfiancc, which iccms to denote an acid 
ill the fiom:tch of the cattle, 11'lay, probably, -lnlVc given oc
c.lim) to the ' appellation hcftowed OIl thcfc plains. Some of 
the Caffre plains are !oit! Iike",i!c to pofli.:fs this acit! quali
ty in fo ,> -high a {lcgrcL', as to occaiioll thet.:attlc at n ight, 
when {hut. up in their {talls, to gna"r~ each ' other's horns, 
by which',means their h orns ha\"c tlie iap.pea'tance:·of carveu 
\,,'ork ~ n cil'cumftance which olight'i'thetefoie,::-by no means 
to be .i·afcrih;:d, as -it · has ,been;' ·to the m~i"n'ual operations 
of tac Caff,c.;·-h'crdfmen, or "to the effects of ';maginatioll 
onlv.,. 

To .co.ncluclef"'wi~;n!fjJed to the Zultt-vdden, i.t is re
marked liJ!"'line".'roionifts, thatlhere lil':!efs milk in 1'1'01'01'
:'~I~I ·,I> .. f c. ';rilqfe ,'as well as better butter than ill the Zoct-
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' 775- WIdell, though in thefe latter places the cattle get fatter. 
s."., .. b<,_ .J: .u u ) " """"'"' By th e Sweet7,e«ls (Zoe/-ve",en are .meant 1uch places as 

do not correfpond to the defcri l'tions given above of the 
ZII"'- and Ca'-row~veJd. Snch filOts as are low, rather 
fand y, and' lie near the {hore, are given as in fiances of the 
Zoe! plains; as the ZullI' again are Honing-kli 1', Houtni
quas-Iand, and the greater part of Lange-kloof and Callie
land. 

For the pmpolf; of fceding Iheep, the Carrow is can Ii
dered as the beft land, and ltie -Zutit'"f)elden the lean:, if at 
all, fit. For cattle it has beeil fonndto anfwer better, when 
thev could be removed off 1lOd all from one of thefe kinds , 
of land to the other. The conftant and unequivocal expe
rience of the colonifts, with regard to this ,point, agrees with 
the refuit of the praCtice of the Hotterttots _; -though tlus, in 
faCt, bas its origin almoft entirel y in prejudice; tor as {oon 
as any of thein, or of their cattie, fall {ick amI die, or any 
other misfortune happens to, or even anI y threatens them, 
they immediately remove their flation. This, perhaps, 
is one of the principal caufes that the cattle of the Hot
tentots, in fame meafure, keep up to their original'ftandard; 
whilft, on the ct1tiir'ittj;i': thofe of the chrifrians--degene
rate to a fll'ialle{rti&~'.ind -that chiefly in thofe parts which 
lie nearer to :tlte't:npei --;and therefore -have been longer 
inhabited andcultiv:ittd. 

'It _ has likewife 'been rem!itked, beyond a 1hadow of 
dou))t, that fuch places ,as-berore abou.llded<in grafs, and 
were_ very fertile in 'ciii;n, -and the ~",;fue kitdlen
garden, are now fi!ll'erl''olrdm!fiderabIY'l;{o~tJi.t .is ~d, 
that they muft inailiott time be giV'en up; :.J,·'l'Ale-,nw,o-

cero!-
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ceros-bulh (a fpecies of jloebe) a dry fhrub, which is other- s 1mb' 
, ~ptem er. 

wife ufed to thrive on barren tracts of land, now begins VvV 
to encroach more and more on fuch places as have been 
thoroughly cleared and wltivated. When I a/ked the 
country people the reafon of this, they would lay the 
blame on their fins. Their confeienees, probably, inform-
ed them, that there was great reafon for fo doing. One 
of their fins which moO: merited this punifhment, as 
having contributed moft to the evil, might, in this cafe, 
be reckoned their want .o.f kn<;,wing how to drefs properly 
the foil they.occupied, and to manage it to the beft advan-
tage. As the gronnds that are newly broken up are, in 
everycountTr., . and' in all parts of the world, more fertile 
than they ,can b.e .~ed to be after fome time, it is no 
wonder, . that ···the ,.c\ands in Africa at prefent require more 
drcffing andtnanuring than tl,e colonifts think proper to 
beftow on them, bnt which is abfolutely neceffirry, in or-
der to keep the~ up in that degree of heart.and Urength 
'which they have before, during a period .of rnany ages, 
had time to acquire. 

indirect contradiction to the euftom and example of the 
original inhabir-. .nts the Hotte.!)t~ .;,~~,polonifts turn thei.r 
cattle ,out conllantly into the {~. l~~lii' ~d that too 111 

.:1 mucngreater qlll'J,llity thanu~" o ~~it)1ere in tl,e time 
of ,theHottelj.t~ 1 as tl>!;y keep ~t. ~lY'Jl , number fuBi
cleot for~'~wn ufe,, :~upikewife 'enough ,to fuppl y the 
more pl~.~}lJ.,,*, ~f;~.i.l,enJll'lerous inhabitants of Cape 
TGw.Ii, :~ ,~jf~:'t~~ rviCbl"i\li%:of .$c thips in theil' 
~~~~fffl~;:the~~;~i!:i9.6 "Wit)1 frefh, and even 
;;v;itb..a~1:01IiflOns, . In,,oonfequence of the fields be-

. . Kki ~ 
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t i i :;· in CT thw; cm ltinuallv QT:1zc(l off, anel the ('Tcat ino'care of tl le 
Seplt-Tnhrr. ,,:) • u . b 

~ C:1ule fecdillg on them, the g raffL':; and. herbs \"hich tilde 
;1T!in uh mott covet arc prevcllt ed continually more awl 
more fron1 thriving and tak.ing ruot ; \\'hilc:, all the con
trary, the rhinoceros-buill, \~'ll! ch the clttIc always pal'=' 
hy and leave untonched, is {nftered to t=tkc root free and 
unmolcfhxl, and encroach (Hl -the pbcc of others : f() th:\t 
thi s ought to appcar the leis 'fhangc to the colonifh, as 
thb pUllifll1ncnt ti:n their fins (as they caU the rbiiJoc(.'/,os
huill,) together with {cvel'al other dry' barrell 111ruhs and 
bUnlCS, is found in gr~ater ~l.unndancc than any when.: elk 
ncar their f:ll'ms, the place where ,.the cattle are chicH)' 
"ii"eu to feed. Natwithtbnding theft: inconveniencies, the 
colonifrs remain immoveable in their 1lone houfcs; while, 

. on ·the . contrary, the Hottentots (arl~L:,,-t.his./>.was the cate 
in fanner times) on the leaft panic remove their huts 
and cattle to ~mother place, 10 that the grafs is flO where 
eaten off' too clofe. Together with thls diminut'i0n of 
]Jafiurage, there is another rircumft:1l1ce which contributes 
not :l little to the degeneracy of the ureed; this is, that 
the calves, on account of the great quantity ' of .·butter 
made, (whicIl riev~,}j'as;the calc with the ·Hottentots) are 
reared up with le~ . riiJ1I!: · · thall formerl y. '. In the · mean 

) ' .. ~ .. ", , , '-~' ." •. " . 
time, if theyg<;" I?Ii,' ·in'~~~ manner, Ah". prefage of the 
couiltry peopl,, "may ,chance t~Jlrov¢ tme, viz. that many 
{pots that are now '1nhalii\ed· 'and cultivated" .,I)111i1: ue. re
linqtiHhed and {llffe~ed .to ,lie , wafte . . ,Bllkc.i:t.)'may . like-
..' -, - .' ., .... ' . ~, . " 

wife l~al'peIl, that ti~' ,:md re~pl~y-a~~~A-!~{tore ,to 
the fall tI:e heart all!iJ;~.fiflen,g~q; . whj9i·~~)~lp.~ll..4hi\ye 
oepTlVcd It of; and that .the .grafs ~l herb, .. ge.":I\1~y; . in 

-{neil' 
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th eir turn, h ave an opportunity of extruding the Ihruhs and Sq~~~~~l ;!: !" . 
hufh es, after h avil1g n :c('ivcd the protection of the fhc:lttT ~ 
:ll!d {ha(k of thefe lattLr; and after haying, b y undergo-
ing a k ill(\ of putrefaction, In:u1c thcm1i;lvcs a foil Inorc 
krtil c :llld l)cttcr adapted to thc..:ir natl1re. ]t i:s alJ{) not 
improb;ll)1e, that the galn,e, finding more fccurit y frorn 
th e tj )()rtfm cn here th:m formerly, may refurt hith cr ill 
p;n.::lt Ilurnhcrs : alld it i:; \yell knowlJ, tb at in ft:t:dillg: tht:y 
mak e :l rnnrc c'lull divifion between tli.;,: g rais and bllnll.: ~ 

Iholl the ordinary' cattle do; nay, it may happen, that the 
g-aztll's dung an(l ()thcr accidental circnmfbnccs, \\·hich peo-
pl e here have negleCted to nuke trial of, m a y come to cx-
t irp:l tc the r hij10cCFOJ'-bufh ill it~ turn . The animals \vhit:h 
ocell I" onl y in Africa are, in my opin ion , as much ddigncd 
1'( 11' the plants peculiar to thi s dimate, as the plants are for 
the "" illlals, The reiJZ--tieer, for infhnce, an animal dellin-
cd bY nature for the climate of Lapland, and for the mor, 
with whkh it is covered, by hotanifts called (icben.. rOl1gi-
lentS, is in that pbrc domcfiicated with the greatefi ad
\';mtagc ; where, ho\revcr, cattle would thrive very ill. 
The elk, anotl,er of nature's kiqd pr~(I+1tS to our climate, 
was formerl y confidcred as a fii: fu~je¢;(fo.r the chace only, 
(which, in f"ct, was the chief enli>lqr,nlelft "'of moll na-
tions; an<1 even Mthe moll favage )ill1-QUf more confi-

. ~. l' ~ ,., 

llerate cOlmtryinen and truly: zealous patdots, ,the Barons 
'. "" , '" .",..r,. • 

AJ,STROEMl\(W. by ,pr?I'Ofi11Z premi~l!,1S and by other me-
thod~ , .~I1~,e~~~3j!~~thj! , l.tat~ly~H~ng, and fwift
footJ,~ ~!,I*~}~l!,~~! ,~~~!ft,;w1~~e!eby more fen'lCc-
able''fo' 'the"oollntry It'lnhabllS, lnduced by thefe exam-
pli:~; thi' Afiih~ cOloiIifts ought to t~ke it into ferious 

confidcration, 
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'771' confitieration, whether by extirpating the game, they are 
s~. not in reality laying wafte their country, and rendering it 

a defert. 
It is faid, that a farmer once attempted to deftroy and ex

tirpate all the rhinoceros-bun,es on hi~ lands by fire, but 
that they afterwards grew u.!' , again more vigorous than 
ever; fo that, as well with re(peCt to the effeCts of the in
dufuy of man as to the more immediate operations of na
ture, it is not at all till likely , that future ages may fcc thi, 
part of Africa entirely changed and different from wbat it 
is at prefent. 

Gatlrits-rivier is likewifc called Goutf's-rivier, probably. 
from the refemblance in found between' thefe' two words ; 
or eJ:fe fromthe ·l"!ter word being more.e¥Y to pronounce, 
and not with any ' reference to galli, 'to' which it might 
otherwHe reem to allude. This river, which, farther to 
the ·nm;thwanj, is likewite caUed Olijanfs-rivicr, is one 
of the maft confiderable in this part of Africa: and though 
it was at that ti<pe in a great mea(urc dried up, there was 
yet aftrong<:U'qent, and it was .. dangerous to ford~ver, as it 
w~notonty ~ryJ;!W''';dpretty deep at the fording-place, 
but made '&~~;~llere; fo that we fllould have 
been 'badJy .. ~;~,~e·~l1ad not fO~.llnately happened to, 
.have been tPlii. ~~t:!il~ tim~~ 

:I'heball1ts ~f 4'ie " ri~","t!~>ettreniel{ high arid qllitc 
• "l"j,j. '._' ~_ "" _ . . ~. ,. " . 

perp.eadicul'al:, :eX~i~Kl',*.;~e ,pfate~~.e the pa(
r. '"e"Was. The '-"';:liY times':£< _:~ ' Idenl ' and' 
~eXpefudlY ;1$' ;;Tf;;~~ ' , :. " ';~; ;" · "l.liets!(~etl 
while . th · . are .' ~ ':~: 'r: ~~,\"'lit~1l':~.4i~~ii';~em. . ey '. p;Iil!llg , '. . 'it; . . ,' q~IlJI!l' .. " ; ' ~ '. , 
'or carry them out to fea. A peiit'.Jit;\~1hl1~gf;Hrri~;" &:-. 

fore 
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fore made a halt at night near the ford of this river, had, ']7;, 

cd fl b a!h 
Se-ptember. 

by an unexpcct ooding, een w cd .way and loft, 'JVV 

with his wife and children, and the waggon in which 
they were /leeping, 

The reafoll of thefe {udden floods is partly the hafty 
melting of the fnow on the various high mountains which 
lie to the northwards, an,d partly the f.\.Iing of heavy 
rains in the extenfive Cafr~field, lying to the north of 
this fpot; ill which plain Oliphant! or Gauriu-rivlcr, by 
means of <livers fm,aJl branches, has its fouree, as is partly 
ihewn in the map:" 

Going fr0ri! Qauriy~rivier, and afterwards from HOlling
klip, which is a parrow vale, we kept to the right, in order 
to get to MqjJft bay;,illid fo over the Brak rivers to the Hout
niquas fore~"~ "; ;:we~aving been particula\'Jy ad>Jifcd not to 
go as yet to t.ange-kloof, as, on account of a great drought 
and deficiency qf rain then fubfilling in thofeparts, our 
cattle would ruil 'the riik of being famifued. 

The Brak rivers have got this appellation ' from the 
quality of their waters, which are braokiih or faltHh, in 
confequence of the fea coming up into them, and occa
floning in the cattle which are not' ufq'd~ them a troublefome " 
diarrhrea. Of this circumftance;1 "~:'ignE>ront, and con
feq.uently my oxen ~!Vere attackecl 'witifthlscomplaint; by 
which ,they ,were fomW;!l debilitated; 'thatl was obliged . . ",. -' -' ~ """'. ' .' . ,. 
to. leave 1\1\~r~O? oIf:~J1HI, :tiH apeafao~in'.Houtni1I1aI 
drove thlthej<Wl!li," a ~tbi' 'h;ii Men' to bung 1t off. 

., Ju~,}~~i~l~~t~es;~:ro~ weft~varo of little 

" ~~~Wo{~~~~~~::ri~:e:~e~s,:a~a~a~ ~; 
, S' plants, 
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17;)' plants. , and in p:l.rt covered with J. hoar Jrofi. This ,vas 
S"ptcillber. 
~ miitakcn hy the coloni!ts for fa!tpetre, but was, in faCt, 

nothing more than fine fea-falt. \Vhen this kin,l of hoar 
hoi! appeared ill greater ahundance than COlnnl0n, the 
neighbouring inhabitants looked on it as a certain fign of 
;Ul impending fan of weather. 

I vifited MQfTe!-bay all horfeback. This harbour, th01l,<;], 
it lies rather open to the eafrctly ,,,"inds, and is not re
torted to hy 1hips, except in cafes of extreme ncccflity, 
Juight, however, in many refpects proye very ll feflll, \\TrC 
it better known. 

On a !tone hereabouts is engraved an iilfcri ption as fol
lows: Captain SWENFINGEH, of the Danifh ':fhip thc K roh' 
Pl'inJefs, 1752. The inhaLitants infomled us, that th e 
fhip here alluded to .had been driven' in there by a Ilorm 
and nm aground; and that fame of the failors h aving 
fwam ,lhorc and got a couple of lines, by means of them 
a !tout rope had been Ilretched from th e filip's nUll to the 
{hare; llpon .this, whi ch thus had a floping: direction give1l 
to· it, . a large nletal ring was hung, to which everyone of 
the crew feparately was tied fall, and Hid on fllOrc one af
ter the other, when. theJ1l1g was immediate] y brought hack 
again to the 1bip .;by, .. meailsi of a line. When the Ilorm 
\Vas over, pait of the-lading \Vas faveo, . antI taken to the 
Gape in waggons..,· ,:the ' <»~ntry people who lived Ile:trdt 
the [Pot affured me, :that fhips~ui'd frequently manreuvrc 
at the mouth of the~,har156#i~~! as ,though they were in 
feareh of thepar!, 'yb#,:,c0uld ' npt ' righ~y ; t~U . where to 
lookfor.it; one in~tar;wa$ij@i.d-to~Y~\~lii'~feveral 
g lUlS as fignais of diftrefS, before fhl! :v&iii'ff&:r ifi." .. The 

rearo!! 
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rc,foll of this \Vas [llppofed to be, that the place is ealily ". ~ .:;:.;" . 
mi1bkcn, as from the charts people are induct:u to look ......,.,.........,; 
for an iihnd here; which, however, is, in faa, nothing 
1l1OrC than a low inconfillerablc rock, which at flood lies 
fur the greater part under water, and nll~(t nccdr.1fily ap-
pear to the fhips that are running into it as if it was join-
c(l to the land; ' and in{leed;~-it ,vas partly thi s circu mfiancc 
Ih at \\"as tllc occatioll of Captain SWF.NF1NGF.lt·S misfortune: 
alld it is litid, ~hat 011 the wbole waft oetween Falje-
liay and Mqjfd-bay there ·ls no anthorage to be founcl. In fact, 
it 1cclns as if go-vernn1ent Wi01Cc1 to keep n:1xigators in fome 
deg ree in the dark with ref pea to M rfJd-boy , as a (tore-houre 
": ith a tlag-ftaff, which the captain of a Daniih vcffd had 
ereCted there, was dcftroycd inlmcdiately' after his departure 
from the place; :md at the fame time, all buildings prohi-
hitecl within light of the harbour. This conduct is cor-
uiuly nOt fonneled on the foundefl: poli cy'; for a morc a( -
curate knowkdgc of }'fqUet-bi,~I', may be the future m,e:ms 
of faving fume vcn~'l, which n1:ly by firefs of weather he 
forccu to rUIl into it. Being convinced of this from di-
vcrs confic\cf':ttiol1s, and no one having given any (k{(:rip-
tion (at kalt in print) of this harbou~, I think it m y 
duty, till farther information is gh-en on this [ubjeCl:, to 
commuuicatc the: refult of my obie.rv'"a,tiollS, however im
pcrfea, upon it._ There ·wa6 ·:ni>t a bOat ··tobe found ill 
the hay, therefo~e ! .(3)illrt ~ve .the fuundings. By means 
of the eompafii ),,4i1!d\ l)r'qllght . withme I marked out th e 
11101'0. here, ha~~~i·in~eftig.atetlit; partly on foot amI part-
ly on· hbrr~k; as ·far as,is indicated b y the dots in the 
map. · The Dancs who ran aground here afrured the in-

\: 0 L. J. L I hahitants, 
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o. ' 77'b- haLitll1ts, that there was a good Candy bottom for an-
"""i,l ern l'r. 
'-""'" ehora!,;e; and that the fi11all Lend or inlet to the umth-

wcfi, had (\epth of water fufficient to Cont~in a 1hil" 
For the purpofe of getting acquainted with the har

bour, fuppofing the reader to have acquired a previous 
k.nowledge of the latitude, and to have compared it with 
the linal1 portion that I have -pricked out on 1\1y map, it 
may likcwifc he of ufe to \lim to be informed, that the 
north, or nurth-weft ihore, ·is without ani ro('ks or nonc~ , 

being compofed of verdat\t hills covered with Ihrub; "lid 
buihef., excepting jnft at each of the fpot~, where Heerl" 
and Kleine Bra/' rivers empty themfelves ; the fand there
abouts having been raifed up to fame height by the fca
wind, fa as to have encroached on the verdure of th e pro
fpeCt. The fouth-weft (hore, on the contrary, is very 
!tony and mountainous ; though juft at the water-fide it is 
low, one plaqe excepted, which, at a very fmall dithncc 
from the water, appears with a rock-head, as it is called, 
or a"Focky hill, flat on the top, which at the rca-fide is 
perpendicular. 

It is, probably,no~ _ dif\i.cult to land here with boats 
in fair weather ;bm:~, tWs time, the bay was greatl y ag i
.t/'ted by _a -wilid ft:i:!m the (ea; and the height of the ,,-:t
tel', which cOJ"ti!lu\!d£'l;V:ell ill t1J.e 4fte\inOQn, , prevented \I S 

frum catc\lingoyIl:Cir~, '~4i!;b. '~"wetei!lf9l'med, might 
otllerwife have beei!~l:Q€~ yvilh~tll:~9~lace.' 'watering muft 
be,very a tediousiall,d;~iI:iilsbl.j;finefs;btll,ip~;'re fituated 
here at , prefent; fol' ,thei'e;is ,onlr" 9nI::' ''\i~Ni:~fidel'able 
riU of freth water here; ' whiC\l 'Nus tlqW,j, (l:~ '~e a!;ave
mentioned inlet, where the anchoring-place is ; -'but at the 

dillance 
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difrance of.·a f~w froncs throw from tl.l~ ftran~, is the well- Se~t:~Jher. 
fpring itfelf, of fueh a width and depth, as to give one ~ 
reafoll to fuppofe, . that one n)ight fill with cafe a couple 
of hogihea(ls at a time willl freih, clear, and well-tafied 
Water. By properly purifying this water, .. aI)d making a 
conduit for it, there Ipig4t poffibly ~)l:ill an alteration 
made for the hetter. Indeed, I-know mauy in fiances, where 
b y digging a tolerably deep .pit ncar a filOre, particularly 
if it u'erc [andy, .freJh water has been abforbed into the 
pit and filled it. ' . Thi;; Jikewife renders credible an account 
that I hca,rd ·from fome pea(ant5 in Houttz;quas, that being 
on a. hunting. party _. ncar the mouth ef Brak-rivicr, and 
finding themfeJves . 'extremely thirfiy, it came into their 
heads to make an~xperiment, alld friek a reed to the 
depth of a foot and a half into the fant! ncar the level of 
t11c fea, when, contrary to their expectation. in a filOrt 

_,',ft'k" ' 

t ime they "'ere enabled to fuck up througll ·cheir . lw!\ a 
!juantity of freili and well-t.ned water. 

'. r' • . '.10' ,'2 C HAP. 
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C HAP. VII. 

JOUl7lfJ through the HoutniquaJ. 

" ". HOU'fNJ'1Z.UAS rand, which is .a woody tracr' of 
Sq ,t ~ mbtr, _ ~ , 

.....,..........,; conntry, IS fuppofed to conlmence to the caftward 
of Groote Brak-rivicr, and to extend to Keurebooms-ri<i.:ici", 
which empties, itfelf into Algoa-bay. To the northward thi; 
difuiCt is entirely 1eparated from Lange Kloo!, by a long 
and very hiqh range of luountains, extcn~ing fruln caft. to 
weft. Along .the fide of thefe mountains fnll s a \nJod, 
to the trees, herbs, and general properties of which, the 
defcription I gave uf Groot Faders BoJcb is equally ap
plicable . 

. On the weftern fide of Keerom-rivicr, or the hither fide 
of Houtniquas, . bet},'een the wood jult fpoken of and the 
fea-iliore, there ai·", extenfive plains .of indiJfcrcllt g ro tS . 
There are like,,1fe lll.~the vales near the iho.re,. fame wood v 
traCts of land and: ftr~';"'s' of fref\l water; . [~ that two far~ . . , . 

mers have lately. ".Ql'lrle .a:,new ,[ettiement here, who will . ' .. .. -.. ~. . . . . . 
f.ind,no difficulty in, gt,t.ti~,: thcir Iivelih,ood",in"Jhc fame 
manner as thcother, .iar!l1¢~s <;Io~~-whRhave . .':fet,themJeJvcs 
down in the uppcr<l!'dIVore ' cxtt!Jlfiv;~ ,,fjdeL9f t!!e {oreft, 
by felling of timber, and at the fame time ther~:may , fow 

corn 
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Corll nnu rear cattle fuffiderit to anfwer the demands of their S(;l~~b~r. 
famil ies. The tra8 of country lying' between K aroM and Vv-.....J 

Ktllrebooms-riviers, makes the internal part of lloutniquas, 
ond is faid to be almoft entirdy covered with woods. This 
part I had no opportw1ity to viii!, and therd'ore wos obliged 
to be contented with putting down ·on the map the farms 
and rivers as well as I co\dd conceive thenl from an ac-
( ount, which, however, was not \'cry an'orate or di fhnCt, 
g iven me by a farmer, who had travelled a good deal in 
th at diftria. 

KeerolJl-riv ier (or Turnabout-rh'cr) in which the fmaller 
hr::mches Zwart-rh,'ier al1(1 ~)"al..·!ld':ku 0 1CCt, has obtained 
its name from the circum ihlllcc of the perrOll who firft 
tr:wcllcd this way, h~lsing bCCI1 ohliged to tnrn hack at 
th is ri\"cr, on account of the tlcnfc and ~lmoft inl.pcnetra ... 
hIe (orefts th at grew cycry where ho' the Iide of it. 
K~ ·l(rdloo1l1s -,.ir::h'r is perhaps 1{) ~:1Jkd, after ':1, tree of the 

falOe nOl11e (the fophora capc,!jis, 1. . N".) On thi i ·kind of 
, , . . . ..•. 

tree thn c is fonnd a g reat qU:lIltity of g um, rcfelnbl~~g 

th at of the cherry-tree, but not fo 3.dhcfi ve. J have h 01r'(1-
Iy evcr fcen a tree of this kind any where elfc, exceptin;; 
a few at Bay Fal!o and in C011f/all!ia dithia. 

A!,·on-bay is f.'tid not to have been once viftted by the 
fhips, finec Houtniqnas has heen inhabi!'ed and cultivated . 
It was thought, however," that the hal'ixll1r was Ycr" fi t 
for \lie, and con~eriient'hoth (or wooding and watering, of 
both which artide'f there I}. a great abundance. It is pretty 
much expafcrl: . to ' the:' {e~~i.vinds: ; thotlgh, on the other 
hand, tlie~ ,,,fuels 'do'· not blow with fuch violence here os 
at ~he Cape: ., i 'could get no farther oral information with 

rcfpca 



s,;[.:!;",. refpec1 to this harbour; but a defuription of the co,n that 
...,.".....; I I",'e met with, fays, that the weftem· creek hes 111 lat. 

33 deg. 55 min. and that from the outernlon point a reef 
extends about a mile out; and that in the place, where the 
bay bends in two leagues to the weft, fuips may lie at all
chor in good ground, well iheltered from the north-eaft. 
north-weft. and fouth winds. There is, however. in this 
fame ddc.ription an erroneous obf<'1"vatioh, viz. that 110 

other than brackiih or faIt-water is to be got at MQl1d-buy. 
Algoa-bay, which I have briefly mentioned above, I hav~c 

been o1Jli~ed to he content with laying down in my map, 
merely in confe'luerice of fome hint. given by M. AD a LPHI!S 

Bu R TZ, captrun of a Swed ifh EaO::-Incliaman, on the autho
rity of fome old chart. The defcription of the coan before 
referred to, moreover mentions. that Algoa-bay is a deep in
let, where there is abundance of wood and frdh water ; 
and 31fo that in failing into it, one finds from twcllty- t(H!r 

to ten fathom of water, with J. reef extending a le:tg ue into 
the fea; which, however, if there be occafion for ir, n1ay 
be avoided, by running rounel to the north of it. 

Inafinuch as the bays above-mentioned (fettil1)"; afille 
another in Krnkekam,,;a) (cern very well a<1al't"cl f()r ufc, 
ot leaft for that. ·of (mall craft. ihe (hipping and naviga
tion between the!1l and ,'the Cape ' ougbt ' to . be very con
fiderable. 

However extenfivt 'the 'roIon,.: Is;: yet it cannot be con
fidered at prefent itlliiiy (;1her·lighi".thaii' tb.t of. a propor
tionably 1arge but'~e:i~li~6Dfuit,PtiyC boiIy;;m- ';'hich·the 
circulation of traele ~ v~ 'flowand }luggJ.fll,i aii.ilietween 
the more cliftant members and the beart. or :'tne int~mal 

I proognces 
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provinces and the Cape, there is only once a year a cireu- '775, 
. . . . September. 

btJon of cOl~m,,)(ht .. s, by means of the onhnary waggons ; ...,.,..; 
but if this body, thus half. fritl.ed as it were, had air g iven 
to it, by openin~ all the harbours, trade, . manufaCt ures, 
and ag riculture. ,""ould doubtlefs have new life infufed into 
them. A farmer, for infrancc, has a hundred hours" h.nl 
driving to get .his timber ·from M q[fel-bay to the Cape, amI 
a frill longer and more hborious journey from Houll1iquas. 
The leventy. or eighty rixdollar< he can get for a load of 
it, drawn by ten ox~n, (including the It:lling of it and 
bringing it in) hardly pay him for his time and trouble; 
but at the fame time his com modity comes to the towns-
men at the Cape dear enough at th at price; as a fpar about 
twent y feet in length and one in diameter, comes to fi ve 
rixdollors, and fo in proportion for boards and planks. 
F rom hence it may eafily be imagined, that building is 
extremely cxpenfive at the Cape; and that eonfequcntl y 
man y people mufi fet themfeh'cs ,lawn content without 
tho[t; c()1\veniencics of life, for which, ho\vever, the coun-
t ry has fufficient materials. T he fanner mufr, therefore, 
necefE.rily bu y again, at fo much a dearer rate, his own 
timher, wrought up into c.alks, waggons, and other ne-
cclE,ry articles of joinery work; as he is obliged to carry 
them all ,the way by land to and from the Capt:, merely to 
have the iron work .put on them, fuppofing that in other 
refpeCt~ he is able, !,r has .proper tools for making them at 
home, The . COl1lpany,,~*lf, therefore, is Iikewiie forced 
to aUof (eve¢ pu.blic;lmiJ<Jings:at the Cape for fiore-houf.s, 

• " ~ an explanation of this word f.~e p"ge 131; 

and 
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, ' '''be' and w have the g reater part of their timber brought from 
~(' pt .. m r. 
~ lJtlI(I7 .. :ia, 3.nd fome of it direCtly from Europe; ill which 

lattel' pi::lce, as is well known, it muft be paid for in {pecic ; 
h)r which n lelllS the nation fuffcrs a g~at ]o[s, i ll:lltnuch 
,s the colony ,u:tually has within itfelf at Sitjicamll:a a thick. 
impervious foreft, from whence the beft kinds of trees, 
many of thenl indeed very rare in Europe, mIght to bc't 
and in CtC! might with cafe, and to the g reat at!va:1tage of 
the com.pan y, he fetched for f:l1c. By a navigation elLl
blifll ed between the ahove-mentioned ports, not on ly would 
the tranfportation of tim her be h cilitatcd, btlt likewilc all 
other articles produced in the country. The farmer::, who, 
fo r infiance, lnight put their corn and butter on bOJ. rd of 
barges in Krake);amwa-bay, woulll by that means :lV()id a 
journey of four hundred yurs over hnd (i ncluding both 
going and returning) which gencfJlI y tak.es them up 1i.:\·~
ral weeks. Every pCJf;lI1 t for fuch a journe y :I') r1 :i:-. h ~\~ 

two or three Hottentots, one to lead th e oxen, and either 
one or two to dri ve the !jure team ; bcJidcs which, his wife 
often goes with him, either for the pUl'pofi::: of having her 
children baptized ~t the Cape, or elfe for fear of hl'ing at
tacked by the Hottentots in her hulliand', ab{cncc, TIIII" 
taking it at -the loweil, an.d reckoning only three pcrl()JlS 
and twenty ox-en for tttirty days, it {lands a g reat many 
farmers in ninety days work , of them[dves and men, :lIlt! 

fix hundred of their catt)~ in order to make one turn with 
their butter to mark~i' .~ . fo in proportion for {uch as 
;arc lefs dfft;mt. ·.Hei1t:ejr)s eviilenr, th~ many thoufand 
flays work . arc unriece1farijy ,,Joft and thrown away ' eyery 
year in leading to the Cape, : which, 1;>.1. meanhof , thc'.na-

vigation 
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vigltion I fil,cak of, migrht be much more 11fofitablv hc- ~ Iii ),· 
.; " el' t '!/II )cr. 

flowed on the orchards and the vin eyards, the corn fic]d ~ .......,...-....; 
and the pafturcs. Inrluftry, trade, and \vc:u' tb, \\'ou10 in 
that cafe flow of thcmfelvcs, as it wcre, into tlu.: ir I1mv dc-
j eft harhours, and convert them into marts, and, pcrhap<; , 
Jbplc towns. 

Flax is faid not to thrive well in this climate; but hemp, 
which is cultivated both hy the Hottentots and the co1on il1s 
m erely for the purpofe of rcplcnil11ing the pipes of the fOf

fne r with it infiead of tobacco, I have fcen fu ccecd very 
,,,'ell, and in a vigorous fiate; ('onfeqncntly, were there 
any indufiry in this part of the worlel, the people in the 
country, as well as thofe in the town, might work it l1p 
into fh ceting, facking, fJ.il ... c1oth, cordage, and other art i
d c:- , to th eir OW11 evident advantage and that of the com
pan y ; or, ill olle word, with a great faving to the whole 
nation . 

l\Ianufall:ories of every kind might likewife be c!bLlifh
cd at thefe harbours and other fuit :.tblc places : for inftance, 
for the purpofe of working up the wool of the countrY, 
(which is now quite thrown away,) at leall: into coarle cloth 
and Hockings ; thefe being at prefent bought at a \'Cr y dear 
rate by the company, for the ufe of its flaves and the gar
riion. 

The towns-people, illdeed, and farmers of the colon)" 
get the woollen· goods they want at a rather cheaper rate 
from the {hips belonging to foreigners ; . bnt Iikewife b y 
that means, pay in a manner a heavier tax to the foreigner 
than to .the company; which, however, might get a Jtlln 
equal and even fuperior to this, if it bought up the wool 

VOL. I. 1\1 111 of 
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1;;-,. of the countrv's prouuce on its own account, and, after rua-
Sl'j,tClllbcr. ' 
~ nu faLluring it, fold the goods fo manufactured at a rcaum-

able price. I did not find more than one farmer who knew 
how to turn his wool to any account. This ,vas a Ger
man, who taught his wife and fenlale naves to fj)in it", 
and make tolerable good flockings of it. On the other 
hand, I have fcen tn;:my of the farmers, that lived at a 
g reat difb.llCC from the town, go without fiockings and out 
at the elbows, though at the fame time they were in pof
feflion of lcycral hundred iheep. This proceelled as much 
frOll} the dearnefs of wool, as frOln their diftancc fr0111 the 
town; and it is for the fame feafon, that the yeomen in 
tome places here and there in R oggeve/d, let their children 
run about juO: like the Ilottcl)tots, with nothing but a 
Iheep-Ikin hanging over their Il1ouldcrs, and without a rag 
of linen on their backs. 

For want of artizans and mechanics, many of the more 
difbnt farmers are obliged to lllake and fllend their own 
fhoes and dothes, as well as they can, themfclvcs ; and 
n1ake ihift with a few cracked veffels of carthcn-W3re, 
which they have been fo lucky as to bring all the way home 
from the Cap<:, without farther damage, for the uic of 
their houihold. 

There is not a {hadow of doubt, but that the colony is 
able to maintajnall the artizans an,d manufacturers it has 
oct afion for. The 'tr~,tl:s' pfcount.ry ne.rell: to the Cape 
have, on account of t.h9' >~ter ' vent they have for their 
commodities, not otllyJleen able tQ cl,lltivate wine and corn 
fl1f1icient for their oWnufe imd that of the town, bu~ Iike
wife in filch ql\~\ltities, . as t~ (e.l\9 a great <\CaJtOi!'.UfOpe 

. and 
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and the Ifle f.e France. In th~ fame proportion might the 
culture of the lands be increafed roul1{l abollt lh<.: harbour3 
above-mentioned, or oth~r marts properly Jitllatcd for the 
purpofc. Thoufands of plots of Jan,l, which, on account 
of the long way it is from them to the Cape, arc now left 
in tlu:ir original nate, would hy thi s means produce as 
1n1lch corn ai1{j wine, as would be fufficient to exchange 
with the wares of the artificers and trades· people in th e 
town. lk fides this, t~lC auvantages arifing from the graz
ing of rattle would rather increafc th:m diminitl), if the 
fhaw and paftnrage were m:maged better for the advantage 
of the cattle, than they are at prefent. 

J\ s, agreeable to the fcheme propofed above, man y of the 
jonrnics now made to the Cape might be avoided, a g reat 
m any oxen might be difpenfed with, which are now kept 
merely for this purpofe; and in their fiead milch cows 
migh t be kept to increafe the quantity of milk, butter and 
cheefe, in order to anfwer the confulUption of an increaied 
numher of people. 

With regard to the threilling of corn anti manuring the 
hmd, operations which at prefent arc either ill-performed, 
or elfe entirely neglected, there is much to be noticee1, with 
" view to prevent that deterioration of the arable bnd and 
pafinrage, which is obferved to take place in [nch fpot s 
as have been cultivated for any length of time. The pllnt
ing of olive and mulberry-trees, together with the im
p.>rtation and proper management of [uk-worms, would 
probably, li)tewue, be ufeful acquifitions to the colon ic" 
ferving to ?-ugment its population, as it would induhitably 
be a peculiar advantage to the company to find the people, 

M m ~ who 

I i7' . 
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::;CI;l:~b(f' who bear the burden of al1 the taxes paid b.the co]onics, 
~ hy means oftheic and other inftitutions, more flourifhing and 

,,"call hy, and at the fame time exceedingly multiplied for 
the defence of the country. By thofe methods the company 
would in time be able, in forne nlcafure, to collett fronl 
the Cape that force, both military and naval, which is fo 
highly neeeff,ry for the defence of its more opulent fcttlc
nlcnts in the Eaft-Indies ; and which at prefent, in a 111:111-

ncr ntterly tlifgraccful to the Dutch Eaft-India compan y 
and to human naturt:, is recruitcd by thc mean low '\'11<:s 
:lI1d artifices of crhnps and kiJnappcrs in Holland, ""hidl 
I fhall expatiate upOn hereafter. 

Divers priva,tc perfons, againft whofe intcrefts it will 
fcem at firft to militate, that the navigation from the bays 
which I have juft been recommending, 1hould take place, 
\ri ll, probabl y, fllld many fpecious reafons to urge agaillft 
it; but thefe will he e"lily overthrown by {lleh a, kllow 
the natnre of affairs in this country, and arc patriotically 
inclined towards the compan y. It is to hc . fcared, indeed, 
that many who have had th,e direction and govcnlllH': llt of 
the colony, have either not underfiood, or elfe have not 
troubled their heads with any thing that did not rcfpeet 
their own emolument; or elfe have thought that pru
dence required, that the colonias fhould be oppreffed and 
kept in -poverty, in order to prevent them from J"evolt
ing. But it is neceffary only to know the colony a little 
better than they do, , in oider to difcover, in the moft 
dear anel evident manne~, that iheir great fore fight and 
"aution would, in this cafe, be carried too far. " More
(l1"Cr, the beft and fuunddf principles "of policy t~~ch " us, 

that 
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that it is not their wealth anu ftrength, but all invidious" .I.'1 7)b· 
~Cjhem cr. 

anel oppreffive government, that can induce the colonifts to ~ 
think of revolting, in hopes of a change for the better. L et 
the members compofing a flate be wealthy, and they will 
In:1k{; lI ie of all their fircn gth and power to 111aintain the 
authority and confcqucnce of a government on which their 
own entirel y depends. By cunfequtnce, the ftrcngth and 
)lower of colonifts is dangerous only for tyr:mts and t:x-
t(;rllal enemies; while, on the other h and, their weak -
nefs peculiarly tends to the advantage of the lat ter. But 
enough has been [aid upon this fllhj ect, and it ib fit that 
1 111O\lld return to my account of Houlniqllas land. 

The :mimals to be found there arc eleph ants, lions, ti
gers, tiger-cats, wolves or h y.:enas, h1ack monkics, a k ind 
of badg-er, bufij.loes, hart-bcefts, hofch -bok s, gn01ncties, 
g rys-bob, and hares . 

. The elepbants arc now, by being i110t at continually, in 
a g reat mea(urc expelled from .f/O!l/n iqllfls, and have t:lken 
refuge on the other fide of K ellrf/;oOmJ-ri l' il'r , in the 
wood )" and a1moft entirely nnexplon:d country of SiUi
Iwmma. 

'The lions- arc extirpated from Hout niquas, at k:lft', they 
now mak.e no conftant abode there; and thofe t h:1t now antI 
then go thither from Sit fikamma, or from the otl~er fi de 
of Lange Kloofi mountains, are foon difcuvered and 11lOt. 

The tigers, or more properl y leopards , (for they feem ra
ther to belong to that fpecie s) are not fo eafil v extirpated, 
as tbeirlurking-places in the forells are hardl y to be feulld. 
In thefe parrs, indeed, 0lle rel<lom hears of their having 

the 



Z7° A VOYAGE TO THE 

In;:> the cour:lJ!'c to attack nlankind; though one cannot reckon 
Stp:cmbcr> ~ ... 
VI"" olle's !Clf abfolutcly [lfe from their depredations. 

'K either u'oivt's nor black 11Jollkiu are very common 
h ere. I have already tolu the reader what I know con
cerning there an imals. 

The fort of badger to which [ allude, is called by the inha
bitJ.I1t s berg-varken, or mountain-pig . Thefe animal s arc 
faid to be fcnll1<llikewife nearer the Cape, and have a long, 
extremely harO), ano fom cwh at blac:kifh coat. I w,as tolu, 
that they arc auout a foot and a h alf high, anc1 have their 
ho!~s and hiiliug-placcs unucrn cath fiones, ;\nu partiCll
larl y on the tops of 1110tmtains, from whence they never 
peep out but of nights. [had not the good fortune to 
fcc aay of them. This animal. muft not be collfounded 
with the aard-t'arkel1, or earth-pig, which, probahly, 
is a fpedes of mflnis (the lczard ccail/clIx of BL'FFON,) 

and \\'hich is [lid to he found in confidcrable llmnlJlTS 'j n 
the diftrict of Zwnrtlartd. 

There have been, in all likelihood here, fonnerly bart
beifls, as Hartbuji-driji, a fmall ftream in this part of the 
.country, bas its name frOlu thofe anilnals. 

The brifcb-bock (or wood-goat) Plate VI. Vol. II. is a f]lecics 
of antilope or gazel, which has been hitherto nnknown to 
all the cultivators of natural hiftory, whether ancient oc 
mouerii, till I defcribed it in the Memoirs of the Swediih 
Acauemy for the year 178o, quarter 3d, by the name of 
antilope fylvatica. This animal has obtained the name it 
goes by, in confequence of its being the only one amohg 
the g azels in Africa, which may be properly faitiito live 
in the woods and groves; excepting, however, Mr. Pen-

nant's 
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nant's anti/ope royal; unlefs, indeed, this little animal be s lii~: 
tplcn lUC"r . 

the fame with the gnome/ie of the colonifts, or belong to v-v-v 
the gazel genus. 

Groot Vader-bolch and Holttlliquas-bolch, were the only 
forofts in which I faw and gave chace to the Imfch-bok. 
In other places, whether nean:}' to or farther ffOlU the 
Cape, it is hardly to he found, if not fomcwhcrc in 
SiljikallJ1Jla. It would, perhaps, be not dif..'grceablc to 
zoolog ifh, to find in this place a defcription of this fare 
[pecies of ga;;:;e!; and though I had no opportunity to 
111akc (.\ drawing of it, othcrwifc than froll1 a couple of 
thefe creatures {kins, "and from the obfervations I could 
lnake on it while it ,"vas running by me; yet I am apt to 
bclievl:, that it 111ay be pretty well depended on, and that,. 
at lcaH, it will be fufficient to affiit the zoologifts in their 
fyfteOl:lI'ic refearehes. 

\Vit" rcfpea to its lize, the bofch-bok is fomcwhot 3boyo 
two reet and a half high. From feeing it run, and from 
what J can conclude from the fkins, it appc3.rs to me, that 
the body of this animal, when compared with the whole 
height of it, or with the length of its legs, is fome,,-ha~ 

more bulky than that of the other kinds of gaze!. 
The meafure of the tIrdfe" Ikin, from which both the 

lIefcription and dr",,,ing are chiefly taken, was as follows: 
The horns ten inches and a half long; their c1iftance from 
each other at the bafe one inch; the diitanee between the 
tips ~s well as the middlemoft parts of them three inches 
and- a half; the ears were half the length of the harm, 
or five i!1cl)e~; the breadth of the forehead from eye to 
eye threehlches; from the eyes to the horns onc inch; 

from .. 
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1775· the courage to attack nlankind; though one cannot reckon 
Stplembtt". 
\.r\-V one's kIf aoiolutcly fafe from their depredations, 

1\eithCl" wolves nor black monkies are very C0111mOn 
here, 1 have already told the reader what I know con
cerning thefe animals. 

The fort of badger to which I allude, is called oy the inha
bitants berg-varkt!/t , or mountain-pig. Thefe animals arc 
faid to be found likewife nearer the Cape, and have a long, 
extremely harih, and fomewhat hlackifil coat, I was tultl, 
that they arc about a foot and a half high, and have their 
holes and hiding-places underneath ilones, and partie'u
larly on the tops of mountains, from whence they never 
peep out but of nights, I had not the good fortune to 
fcc any of them, This animal. mult not be confounded 
with the aard-varken, or earth-pig, which, probably, 
is a fpecies of man;s (the !czard ecat/feux of BUFI' ON,) 

and which is f:,id to be found in confideraole numbers ·in 
the diilrict of Zwartland, 

There have been, in all likelihood here, formerly bart
he'lf/s, as Hortbc'lf/-drijt, a [mall ftream in this part of the 
country, has its name from thofe anhnals. 

The bolch-bod (or wood-goat) Plate VI, Vol. II. is a fpecics 
of antilope or gazel, which has been hitherto unknown to 
-all the cultivators of natural hiltory,whether ancient or 
modem, till I defcribed it in the Memoirs of the Swcdifu , . 
Academy for the yeqr 1780, quarter 3d, by tht;:.name of 
antifope fylvatica. This animal has obtained th~ name it 

" .'. .. . ~ ' " "', 
goes by, in confeqnence of its being theonlyoj},e ampng 
the gaze!s in Africa, w:hich may be properly (~,~live 
in the woods and groves; excepting, however; Mr. Pen-

nant's 
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nant's anti/ope royal; unlefs, indeed, this little animal be 
the fame with . the gnometie of the colonifts, or belong to 
the gazel genus. 

Groot Vader-boJcb and Houtniquas-boJcb, were the only 
forelts in which I faw and gave chace to the bofch-bok. 
In other places, whether nearer to or farther from the 
Cape, it is hardly to be found, if not fomewhere in 
SitjikaJllnla. It would, perhaps, be not difagreeable to 
zoologifts, to find ill this place a defcription of this rare 
fpecies of gazel; and though IlIad no opportunity to 
make a drawing of it, othcrwife than from a couple of 
thefe creatures [kins, and from the obfervations I could 
Blake on it while it was running by me; yet I am apt to 
believe, that it may be pretty well depended on, and that. 
at leaft, it will be fuffieient to amft the zoologifts in their 
fyftematic refearehes. 

With refpeet to its fize, the bofch-bok is (omew-hat aboye 
two feet and a half high. From feeing it run, and from 
what 1 can conclude from the ikins, it appears to me, that 
the bod y of this animal, when compared with the whole 
hcight of it, or with the length of its legs, is fomcwha~ 
more bulky than that of the other kinds of gaze!. 

The meafure of the drcffed [kin, from which both the 
,lefcription and drawing are chiefly taken, was as follows : 
The horns ten inches and a half long ; their diftance from 
each other at the ·bafe one inch; the diftance between the 
tips). well as the · rniddlemoft parts of them three inches 
and ,(half; th~ears were half ihe length of the horn s, 
or live ifl'ches; the breadth of the forehead from eye to 

.,.~" - '( -, '. 
eye ' three iItclies; from the eyes to the horns one inch; 

from 

Iii) ' 
Ser:Ch1b('r. 

~ 
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<' I 77 )b' [ron, the honls to the nafc fix inches and a half; from the 
"o:-p!('m et. 
~ horns to the rump four feet; from the top of the back to 

the hoofs thirty-three inches ; frol11 the bending of the 
knees to the hoofs one foot; the hoofs themfelves about 
an inch. The dl-eficd ikin ' of .3 j ictus, of which 1 took 
the 111cafllfc, was .ahout two fect in length . A pajr of 
bofch-bok's horns, which 1 hrought home with J11C, arc 
ten inches long , and the _bafc of each five inches wide. 
But on .the fk.uU of an auimal of this fpecies, urought 
home uy Profcffor TnUN UEHG, the horns were thirteen 
inches long . From the dimcn1ions of tIlde 1>3.rt5, a COll

clufion Ina), ue drawn with l'f.::fpcCt to tho1e of the remain
der, as well as with refpeet to the Ji ze of the animal in 
general. 

This fPCl:ics of gJzcl is monogamous, or keeps in pairs. 
The female i ~ , accordjng to all accounts, difiing uifh ecl ii-Olll 

the other fex in having no horns, in the loins being of a 
lighter colour, and in not having in thefe parts the long 
hairs, and efpccially the white ones, which \YC arc about 
to mention in the defcription of the male. 

The horns' of this are black, in fome meaftlre trian
gular, and at the [,me time wreathed, fo that both th e 
fides and angles have fomewhat of a fpira! tum. A t bot
tom they are rather rough,.in confequence of a fet of 
almoft innumerable wavy rings; which, ho\vever, are not 
elevated much above the furface. At top they are .conical 
and Iharp-l'ointoo, and in that part as fmooth as .though 
they had been polifued. In a pair I brought with me, the 
extreme points or tips :ire light-coloured and tranfparent. 
As to the pofition of the horns, they are almoft in the 

fame 
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fa~e line or horizontal plane witli ~he forehead, incl~ning s\.;~~btt. 
a httle forwards, and at the fame tIme, by means of the ~ 
twi It they make, receding from each other towards the 
middle, and making with this part a lit. bend backwards, 
ii) that the tips point fomewhat forwar •. ' The three an-
gles or ridges, that feparate the three fides juft mentioned, 
torm a f pira! in the following manner: 

The foremoft is very much rounded and cylindrical, be
g inning inwards, and ploceeding more and more forwards, 
t ill, coming fideways and a little outwards, it difappears in, 
and is confounded with the fmooth conical tip. The fecond 
is a little raifed, and mofrly rounded off in the external part; 
but internally forms, as it werc, a furrow, in conjunCtion 
with the forcmofi. This latter angle or ridge, moreover, 
goes off at firfl: ftrait forwards from the forehead; and af
tcrwanls running fideways, outwards and backwards, at 
lengt h joins the above-mentioned conical tip direClly at the 
back part. The .third angle has afharper edge, which, be
ginning externally and at the back part, towards the middle 
of the hom, runs backwards and inwards, and afterwards 
terminates inwards and fomewhat forwards, in the fmooth 
tip like the others. 

The teeth of this animal are like thofe of other gazels. 
It has no fore teeth or inciJores except in the lower jaw, where 
it has eight. Thefe are broader than the other teeth, be
ing fmall at the roots, and broad and {quared off at the 
top. Of the middle ones, which look towards each other, 
the ihtetior fides are perPendicular; but the exterior ones 
oblique, and all the reft have a proportional inclination, 
at the fame time decreafing ' in fize; fo that the outer
moft, both to the right and the left, are the finalleft. 

VOL. I . N n There 
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co 17i5
b
' There is no porus carifentI in this, as there is in othel' 

."lcptem er. 
~ gazc]s. The hairs on the head are very Ihort and fine; 

afterwards they become more rough and mgged, refcm
bling goats hair Jil!ore than that of gazcls or harts. For
wards on the qit, bre.ft, fides, and belly, they arc an 
inch and a hair -or two inches long. On the ridge of the 
neck, and fo on all along that of the back, they arc three 
or four inches in length, fo as to form a kind of malle 
there, terminating in a tail about a finger's breadth long. 
On the hind part of the thighs and buttocks likewifl', the 
Ilairs arc eight inches long; the legs and feet arc flcndcr, 
and covered ".ilh fllUrt haas; the fetlock-joints arc [mall; 
the nofe and under-lip are decorated with black whilkers 
about an inch long. 

The predominant colour in this animal is dark-brown, 
which occupies the principal part of the fides, the back, 
the upper part of the tail, the upper part of the eheft and 
fore ribs, and thc fore part of the belly. A ftill darker brown, 
bordcring upon black, is difcoverable on the outfide of 
the {houlders, and fome part of the fore ribs. The fore part 
of the nofe, from the eyes to the muzzle, is of a foot
colour. The cars are likewife as black as foot on the ont
fide, but on the in fide grey; and both outwards and in
wards, covered with hairs ftill /horter than thoCe on the 
head; excepting half the fore part of the lower edge, 
where the hairs are white and half an inch long. 

The edges of the upp<':r lip are white, as well as the 
whole of the lower lip and mandible, behind which _ the 
white colour terminates in a point towards the top of the 
wind-pipe. On each cheek- bone there are two large 

round 
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round white fpots, one an inch beneath -an,1 behind the eye, 'm-
Sq' ( ~m btr . 

'he other an inch below and fomewhat forwarder than the I../vV 

former. A frill larger rouno white fpot, two inches broad, 
is difcoverahle on the fore part of the neck, fomewhat he-
low the top of the wind-pipe. Nine inches helow thi s, 
jun above the fore ribs, there is-another white fpot, meafur-
illg fix inches acrofs, and an inch and a half in height. 
This, in the fkin of the fretus I fpoke of, was fome-
what hollowed out, and thus refcmblcd a new moon; 
but in thi s fkin, the upper round fjlOt, jufr c1efcribed as 
l)ci ng on the fore part of the nc~kt was not to be {t:cn. 
The fur of this creature is, moreover, white betwe<.'n its 
fore legs, and fomewhat on the fides of the fh olll<lcrs. 
The fore legs, from the knees to the paHerns, arc li ke-
wife white on the infide; and where it borders u1)on the 
IIro,,"n part, inclines to a dirt y yellow. On the outfide of the 
fore legs, near the knees, there is a long oval white {pot; 
antI en the fame fide, jun above the pafrern-joint, there 
is a little cinnamon-coloured fpot. 

The hind legs, on the infide, from the pafrerns to a lit
tl e way above the bending of the knees, arc marked with 
a white frreak narrower than thofe on the fore !egs. The 
p,ftCfIlS of the hind legs arc fpotted with white on the 
fore parts, exaClly like thofe of the fore legs. The -back 
part of the belly or the groin is white. Divers {mall 
white fpots, from nine to twelve in all, are feen on each 
of the haunches and on the fides near them. A narrow 
line of long white hairs extends from the neck all along the 
back and tail, in the midft of the long brown.hairs which 1 
have defcribed above. From the chine of the back to the 

N n z fides 
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' n; ' fides run five white parallel fueaks, which, though they 
s~, arc not difcovcrable but by a clofe infpelti~, it was cer

tainly proper to mention, in cafe fame individual ihould 
be met with, on which thefe marks might be more dif
tinCt, and in confequence of which fame people might be 
induced to take it for a diftinCt fpecies. 

11 is generally faid,. that goats are bad gardeners; and 
this in a certain uegree is true of this wood-goat, or, as it is 
called, bolch-bot:. At Groot Yaders-brfch, the people com
plained much of the mifchief done by this creature in the 
vineyards and kitchen-gardens there. It Iikewife fhcwed 
a great deal of craft and artifice in avoiding the fnares an(1 
traps fet for it, as well as the ambufcades of the fportfmCll. 
I myfelf fat up a whole night in a vineyard on the watch 
for this animal, without getting the lea!\: glitnpfc of it; 
though it had, according to all appearance, paid us a vilit 
incog. and made off undifcovered. 

As the boJch-bok runs but flowly, it fometimes happe"', 
that he is caught with dogs. When he fees there is no 
other refource, he puts himfelf in a pofiure of defence; 
and whe,n he is going to butt, kneels down. The colo
nifts are not very fond of hunting him in this manner, as 
the beall:, on .this occafion, generally fells his life at a very 
dear rate, by goring and killing fame of their bell: and 
moll: f pirite<j hounds • 
. T9screature's ~qrns, wJji<;h,aJ;!i).ls chief defence,fomc
times alfo prove its balle, .by, being entangled in the bufl,es 
and fu1all branclles of trees, whi<:;h thus flop the beo,ftin 
i!s1light. In , fome meaf';re .to , avpid, this, it carries, its 
nofe hqrizontally and ,fuait JOrw-al'd while it rtlllS; f9, that 

its 
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its horns lie, as it were, direlUy on its neck: notwith- 'n;o 
Stptembrr. 

!tanding which, their horns are generally worn away a '-r-.J 
little on the fore part, and thus acquire fome degree of 
polilb. In fine, this fpecies of · goat is fwifter in wood-
bnds than the dogs, which likewife fooner lofe fcent of 
him there. 

The female, which is without horns, and on that ac
count rUns about in the forefts more free and unimpeded, 
does not fuffer hen elf fo eafUy to be hunted out of the 
woods, having there, as well as on the piains, a more 
certain defence againft the dogs in her legs, than the male 
has in his horns, efpecially as Ibe is not fa bulky and 
heavy ai the male. Her breafi is faid to be very plump 
and fleihy, but the flelb in general is not very tender; in 
that point refembling that of the butUt-bok, or guib of 
BUHON, Tom. XII. tab. 40. 

By the wreathing of their horns, the form of their bodies 
and white fpots, it Ibould feem moreover, that there was 
fome diftant aflinity between thefe two forts of gazels; but 
by no means great enough, for them to be merely vadit:ties 
of the fame fpecies. Befides the difference in their colour 
and fpots, which is too relilarkable for them to be confider
e(i as one and the fame animal, (not to mention the length 
of the bofch-boA's horns in proportion to its body,) I have 
neverfeen the ·buntc-bok! live otherwife than in large herds 
on the plains, and thefe were at leaft half as high again 
as the -bolch-bole, or· of the · fame flze· with the hartbeijl. 

The cry of this animal; as . I have feveral times, efpe
cially in .the evening~, . heard it. in Houtni'luas, fomewhat. 
refembled the interrupted; Ibort, low, and rather hoarfe 

growling 
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S 
' '''b· growling of a <log. Yet, as I was informed by levera! 

eptem cr. ' 
'-""" people that the cries of the Cape tigers, or rather leopards, 

pretty much refemb!ed this, I am uncertain whether the 
noile I heard always proceeded from the boJch bok. With
out doubt, it appears fomething extraordinary, that the 
cries of the tiger and a gazel fhould be like each other; 
but, perhaps, the tiger may have the gift of being able to 
imitate bofch-boks, in order to lead them aftray; jnft as 
the bJtena has the power to imitate, for a 1im,ilar pllrpofc, 
all kinds of animals. Nay, there is Iikewife fame refem
blallce between the cries of a lion and that of an {J,1ricb ; 
though between thefe animals there is much lefs affinit y : 
~nd, indeed, there is no foundation for any conjeCtures con
cerning the caufe of this fimilituele. 

The gnometie, called alfo the t rwetie, is a little animal 
of the hart or gaze! kinel, of the fize of a hare, an<l is, 
perhaps, the cervlls Guineenfis of LI N N"':US, the alliliopt 
yoralof PENNA N T, and the chevrotain de Guiltee of Bu.-
FON. I have frequently perceived the traces and other 
In3.rrt of this diminutive creature, hut had 110t the good 
fortune al'1:ually to fee more than one of them; and that 
only in a hafty manner, as it was bounding about in a 
grove at Sitjicamma. 

Of bares there are at leaft two different forts in Houtl1i
quaI, and in the other parts of Africa. The one is almoft 
the fame with onr common hare; but of the other I find 
it difficult to pronounce, .whether it be abfolutely the {arne 
with the lepus Capenfis, ·S)!/I. Nat: cauda longitudine capitis, 
pedibus rubris, or not. The feet excepted, the charaCle
riftic marks are the fame; for the feet and body' of this 

3 were 
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were of the fame colour as our common hares are in fum.. 177, · 
. • . September. 

mer ", and the taJ! was almoft of an equal length wIth ~ 
the hare, as mentioned in the S)!flema Na/ura!. I found 
it moreover broad at the bafe, and diminiiliing by degrees, 
io as to terminate in a point. Underneath and on the fides, 
the tail was as white as chalk, but above there was extended 
alol1g it a ftripe as black as a coal. This defcription I drew 
up from a young leveret of this fpecies, which was brought 
to the Cape alive, and was the only one that I have ever feen. 

The buffalos (vide Plate II. Vol. I1.)- were of a fort en
tirely different from all hitherto known by this name, 
which is fu/ficiently manifeft from the defcription I have 
already inferted in the Memoirs of the Swediili Academy 
for the year J 779. It is true, I had no opportunity in 
Houtniquas, either to fee or {hoot any of them; but I fre
quentl y met with the freih traces of them. Such danger
ous neighbours nlade it rather unfafc to botanize here; 
for though the buffalosdo not abfolutely go in fearch of 
mankind or the brnte creation on purpofe to do them mif
chief, except they are previoufly irritated, neverthelefs, 
their pervcrfc difpofition and great ftrength of body ren
der them extremely dangerous, when one meets them in 
the narrow paths, called buffalo-roads, where the wood on 
each fide is frequently fo thick fet, as not to allow one to 
make way either to right or left. In a journey that Dr. 
THUNBERG, fome years before, took into Houtniquas, one 
of his company had very imprudently tied two of his horfes 
together, one behind the 'other, and drove them before 

• In dle col4('r climates of Europe, the common bare is white in winter. 

him 
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'775, him on a narrow path. The owner of them had juft time 
s~. (and that was all) tofave himfelf, while a buff.lo meeting them 

gored the horfes to death, and trampled them into the duft. 
But it will be more appofite to our purpofe, to g ive the 
hiftory and defcription of this beall: farther on in the order 
of the time, when I became better acquainted with it. I 
likewife once taw a tiger-W/)od-cat and agrys-bok, and (hall, 
perhaps, find a better opportunity to make farther men
tion of thefe alfo. 

Of the feathered tribe I found in Houtniquas a new fpecic, 
of tantalur, called by the colnnifts bagedqJh, and alfo badclde. 
This latter name has, in fame meafure, the fame found as 
the bird's note; the bird itfelf, which was faid to be con
fined to this province, I have found likewife in great num
bers about Zwart-kops-rivier. This fame bird is called by 
the Hottentots 'ta 'kai 'kene, a name which, if rightly pro
nounced with three fmacks of the tongue againft the roof 
of the mouth, a ftranger will find more difficulty in uttering 
than the bird's own language. It lives chiefly on bulbs 
and roots, which with its crooked bill, it is faid to dig up 
out of the plains with great eafe and readinef.,. There it 
is (hy and difficult to corne at. In the evenings I always 
faw them upon fame tree in the woods at rooll:, and in 
this fituation, one morning at fun-rife, I had the good 
fortune to ilioot one of them. 

The bill of this bIrd 'was five inches long, black at the 
tip and lower nib, at d,e"upper nib red. The neck Was of 
an aih-colour: the' back the fame, and at the fame time had 
a caft of green with a little yellow. The wings were dark 
beneath, and· above of a blue colour inclining to black; the 

leifer 
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)eifer coverts of a violet-colour. The tail .. which Was 'm · 
S~ptcmber. 

wedge-lbaped, was about twice the length of the bill, and ~ 
the bqdy was fomewhat larger than that of a hen. The 
thighs were of an alb-colour; The feet and legs, as well 
as the membrane between the claws, was blackifh; in other 
rerpc~s, this bird had all the charat!erifiic marks which be-
long to the tantalus. The colonifts aifured me, that it was 
a fign of rain, when thefe birds aifembled in great fiocks, 
alld· fiew againft the wind. 

The ftate of !he weather in Hcutnjquas was faid to be as 
follows. In March and April it rains here moft; and, 
on the contrary, in the months of May, June, and J~lly, 
(which about .the Cape and elfewhere arc the winter 
months, and are attended with copious rains) it is here quite 
dry, though frequently rather cool and bleak. The north
welt wind at this time prevails here, as well as at the Cape; 
fometimes the wind' veers about to the north, and' brings . 
with it the warmth of fummer; a change which frequent~ 
Iy occafions the milch-<:ows in Houtniquas to grow iliff in. 
the joints.. I was aifured, that it never rained when this 
north \Vim1- prevailed, probably . on· account of the chain 
of mountaius, which extends from eall: to weft, proving a 
barrier to keep the clouds on the other fide; or elfe by vir
tue of their attroction, detaining thefe condenfed' vapours 
on their fummits. I went through the· wood- diredly a
crofs it, w.th the intention· of afeeildlng ' the· mountain,. 
whence I might have a view of Lan.reKlooj; but .foundthe 
fQot. of the mountain. every where fo thick over-run with 
high and {ijff perennial gr-aifes "and. bulbes, as to be abfo~ 
lutely impenetrable. 

VOL. I. 0o. IDut ... 
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'm, Houtltiquas and Lange Kloof, however, communicate with 
Scp~mb~r. If _,' • 

""'" each other in one place, by means ,of a vel)' bad 'road over 
a mountain lower than the reft, near TrakuPiku. I did 
not go quite on to this place, but , f~lV from Zwarle-rivier 
the {moke of a chimney near 'i'rakutfiku, and from the in
formation I thus acquired, gave this river in fome meafure 
its true fituation in my map. 

The badnefs of the road, and the want of a proper guUe, 
together with the enfeebled ftate of my, oxen, more parti
cularly prevented me from going from this place to viiit 
Algoa-bay; which, hO'Yever, I wHhed much to do. Hc
fiues, we <:ould not venture to quit our waggons and make 
the trip to that bay alone on horfeback; as almoft ' the 
whole province was involved in riot and drunkennefs, by 
means of a hogfuead of brandy th;q had been carried thi
ther; and my Hottentots, ' likewife, by the fame means, 
had been thrown into a ftate of licentioufnefs and con
fufion. There being no fulls in thofe parts, a peafant there 
had wrote to the Cape for a quantity of the above-mention
edliquor, in arder tt>tprn a penny by retailing it out; but 
had in ,the mean whileunfort~ately drunk it himfelf by 

, , 

the wholefale, foas, to be Iright and day in the highcft dc
~e intoxicated with it: and, indeed, in his fury, would 

I' ,. 

brave Alot ,mYcoa:lpal!ion ,!lea,q on the fpot, had I not been 
11!q!Wy,llear at~,4~0 prevent him. In another place, where 
o~J.andklr<J. i!-l OI/le(:~ a worth y man, and of. a very 
gentle'<lif~A~~~ purdiafe qf/qmeoi. thisJame 
brandy, he tumadlUs'wi(e, with a (:hiljlin arms, 'and ·t~ 
0Ih~ chilQren fom~~*er,~, of~)n t~ middlCof 
tbe night. The Jaws of ho(pitality, andperh~ps m~rehen-

lIOn 
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fion of meeting with fome refinance, had, however, fo much ' 771, 
. . . . . September. 

weight With him, that my comparuon and I wen: left 10 ~ 

peac.,...nd quieUlefs: In another place hereabouts, a pea-
fant had been balking in the fu'n and drinking, in com-
pany with a parcel of Hottentots, who, when he had got 
his fiM, was not orily well flogged by this Pagan crew, but 
was upbraided by them for having been ufed to fleep with 
his houfekeeper. a Hottentot's widow, who was fuppofed 
befides to be in another way nearly related to him. I my-
felf faw this man with a terrible wound on his head, of 
which, however, he was a:Jhamed to tell the caufe. I like-
wife had the pleafure of feeing his miftrefs, dizened out 
with brafs and leathern rings on her anns and legs, and 
with beads about 'her waift and neck. She was clad in the 
ufual manner with a theep-fkin pel/iff'; and a well-greafed 
raw leathern apron, was well befmeared with foot befides 
g reafc, and could bO:ift of as broad and flat a nofe as any 
Hottentot lady whatever. With all thefe perfedions, how-
ever, the feemed to me 'to be rather a cure for love, than 
an incentive to that paffion: notwithftanding this, it is 
not uncommon for the ,white people here (particular! y men 
who are more licentious in their m. nners than the other 
fex) to be' criminatin this Ji!lint. That the Hottentot wo-
men are complying in this particular'" dOes , nor only con-
tradict their general character ' of indifference in matters of 

. <:' -, ... ." • 

love, b~ ilio that zc:,.J, : which I', have" ahI'ibtttell ~o them, 
in t""" riPrt'o~"ht~Th'~irduties i tOwarits;'their own T i r- ' . 
nation: , 

Tneir,dlet, which. wnen 'they are"ili 'the fervice of the 
Cbriftians; ' is more plentiful an<f of a more ltrengthening 

o 0 " quality" 
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' n<, quality, and, perhaps, the incitement of. the example of theCe 
s~. latter, may have its effeCt in making tome 3.Iteratiol1 in the 

llature of theCe females, Add to this, that out of t~" fo
ciety of·their llatioll, they :do not feel themfelves bour.d to 
cbferve that rigid virtue :and fimplicity of mallllerS, which 
they otherwiCe would, any more than the religi<in of 
the Chriftians; neither can it indeed be required, that f uch 
a Ol1e Ihould always be proof againlt flattery, promifcs, 
prefents, and, perhaps, the threats, which a malter, of whom 
file frands in awe, may · think fit to 'employ, in 'oreler to 
fati sfy his unruly defires. The pledges of lov<:, proceeding 
from fuch 'a union,have hair a1ipoft, if not quite, as woolly 
and frizzled .. the genuine · Hottentots ; but their com
plexion and features, partake !'lore or lefs of both the 
father and motlier. They are iikewife, ' as it appears to 
me, more bulky and lufty than tke Hottentots are in gene
ral; they are better refpected too, and at the fame time 
more confided in, and more to be depended upon, but at 
the fame time prouder and more conceited than the others. 
Neither" thefe, nor apy other illegitimate children, arc ever 
baptized, or, indeed, enquired after by ¢,C Chriftian mi
nifters at the Cape, except.in cafe that i'ny one Ihould pre
fent himfel! as the ~ather, a.n\W"ake ~ {>Oi.ll.t pf the child's 
being baptized, aIldthus.give the . t:the right of in
heritance . . 

1 Caw two brother. iril:be viciqity of Hoitentots Hoilant/'.s. 
Batb, the i{fueof'a ~\m\iri Il)d qfa j)aftartl n~gre~: 
of the fecond or third g~tiori. · . O~e of tl.1e f9ns, at this . 
tim!!, aboUt thirty years of '.age, feeme4,iioi ~ be tlig)it~ in 

. tke 



C 1\ P E 0 F GOO D HOP E. " 8 • - .) 

the company of the Chriftian fariners, though, at that , ''''~. 
. ::'epl".n ,,';~. 

time, he had not been baIltiied. The other, who was the -""'I"V 

eJdel'""brother, in order to get married and fetlled ill life, 
as l:!'e then was, had ;been obliged to ufe all his infiuenL'e, 
and probably even 'bribes, ' to get admitted into the pale of 
the church by bap1iflIl. For my part, I cannot com pre-
hentl the reafon why the divines of the reformed church 
at the Cape are fo fparing of a facrament, which others, 
particularly the Papifts, have en~voured to force, as it 
were, upon the heathens' withfire :-i~a fword, and all man-
ner of cruelties. The cloth does not, as far as I know, 
receive any benefit from the chriftening of children at the' 
Cape, at leaft no particular bimefit from the baptizing of 
illegitimate children; 'fuch conduCl:,.therefore, cannot fairly 
be afcrihed to any retrofpeCl: to felf-intereft, nor indeed to 
abfolute remiffnefs and neglect; a difpofition which would 
hut ill fuit with that -fpirit of charity and univerfal bene
volence, fo peculiarly enforced 'by :thedoCl:rines of Chriiti-
anity. Farther, if the. clergy at the Cape think by ' this 
means to diminilh the number of unlawful conneCl:ions 
with the heathen women, they will find that this ftroke 
of policy will not anfwer their, pUrpofe : indeed, the letting 
fuch numbers of infants box!nof ChrifriJu:l parentS ~ulfer in 
their {piriNaI intereftii, is ;i fuangely cruel method :oC pre
venting 1\Il' _ It istruc;i • great ,many ,of -tpe whites have 
iO umth.. pridi:r'lIS!O~~~,!~;f;u: '!S}l,esr: 1P'~k power, 
thebfaCks or tne1r co1.f1ipri1ig;~91AlDiXlp~ ~iththejrblood : 
~ it'~~~, !(l:ue; :t~f~~}rrii!1mty 'O,'lght to ope,:,tc 
10 far with: <the · clergy> ;as , to prevent them from belllg 

,{hamed 



z86 A V 0 Y AGE T ,O T !I E 

'171- ' alhamed to fee their black fellow-<reatlu"e 'walking cheek 
S~pternber. . . 
~ by jowl wlth them on the road to he.wen; 

This puts me in mind of an event. which I had before 
feen mentioned fomewhere (and. if J remember right'; in 
the Hijloire Pbilojop1Jifjut Politi,!"e) ;IS' baving happened not 
a long while ago in Batavia; I 'enquired, thereforc,"con
cerning the truth of it, of thofe tbat had lived at that place, 
and found feveral agreeing in the follOwing account. 

" There was a cil;izen in Bllli1IJia, who had often im
portuned the minifters of his church to baptize his illegi
timate child, Lut had always' found them inflexible. " Well 
and good! iays the man to them at laft, it (eems as if you 
alone wiJb¢ to fuu! the door of heaven, the keys of 
which' you imaglrie Y0l1.have in)our potleffion: but the 
Mahometan priefti of the Malays" are not fo'Churlifh and 
riiggardly of (alvation as you are ; they having already I'ro
mifed me to incorporate my (on this very day into their 
church, at:\d make him a ttu.e Mutrulrnan: for forne kind 
of rciligi<W I ;un detertnincd my child fuaU be of, as I hold 
th~t, ~n'" well-r¢gulateilfocii:t1.n.o man ought to be without 
areligion." The C/lriffian prieO:s,however,no foonerfaw that 
preparations werem~{orcircnmcifiOll~ than they haftcn
cid; by~q!JlWftepng the·:{~t of baprifm, todeprivc 
th~ ~etanchUrcb Of a:{'~' which they had juft be
fore ,rej~ as, iI1egiti~, ) .M<i ii,nee that time, they are 
fai;d ,tq be kfs ti.aclt~~~the dOOl'Sof~eaven to 
baAat:d$;· ' 

Her!: (olloWs anDth«~8.l!&Cif t ... ~tira1if;:ofita1tein the 
white Pel>ple in this cok!nt,with.rClgluu to lovem~ters. I 

paid 
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paid a vilit to a European, who had fettled in Houtni'l" 's . . ' ' n; o 
• ..,cp!elll her. 

He was a good IIveJy haudfome fellow, about the middle I..r.-V 

age, and, 1 believe, . of good extraCtion. He had fervell 
uutlf'"t fevera! different potentates in Europe, and had 
il~~ved them all a:.fair pair of heels. He gave ' me the 
hift'.l"ry of a great many fmgular adventures of his, but the 
moft lingular of them all, in my opinion, 1 was eye-wit-
nefs to my(e1f. This was, that he had married two years 
hefore an ugly (oaty Mulatto, the daughter of a Negrefs. 
She had been the miftrefs of another farmer who was 
dead, and by wbOm !he had a couple of haft.rds. Thefe 

.1 faw at that time likewife in the houfe, grown up and un
baptized. But what feemed to me the moft lingular cir
cumltance in the whole affair was, that tllis muft have 
been ahfolutely a love-match; for though he had got a 
few cattle with his dingy fpoufe, yet the houfe, which he 
likewife had with her, was certainly not a palace. It was, 
in faCl, a miferable cottage, though pleaCandy enough 
fituated in the ikirts of a fol:'6ft. The walls were made 

• • 
of rceds tied together, and fupported by a fe·", upright 
chumps of wood, interfperfed with Come rough boards, 
fueh as are generally .ufed for fences. This ItrnClure was 
plaiftered over wjth a thin and ragged Covering 01 clay . 
There loVere but two roomsip it, and P9verty (eetried to 
have taken full poaetIi.cn . of them .both. In the inner 
room, the m~s: ~R J,ar .. ill .~ 1I P\ltridfever. Tho 
outer apartm~ ~}!'~th • .CQri)mOn~hamhcr for 
all the reft of the J~lii~f t'bat were ·in health, I can beft . ,. , - .' 

dei<;ti~ It ·w.:~lii;i~,JUbre'th'a!l twit yards in breadth, 
4 ~ 
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' n;o and ahout fix long, with a peep-hole at one end of it, and 
f,1";ll(:lllber. 
~ a [mall broken window at the other; not to fpeak of [e-

vera! other apertures, which occ"fioned a draught of air 
that delivered my friend and me from all apprehenlio\ls of 
danger from the contagion of the putrid fever, but .t>'the 
fame time prevented us from keeping a can\lle .ligl,t for 
any length of time. The rain, which had wetted us I() 

the ikin when out of doors, now followed us into the 
haufe, dropping from the eaves; a fign that the roof 
could not boaft of any great fuperiority over the walls. 
Our bed was on. the damp loam-floor; a piece of fail-cloth. 
the relicks of an old waggpn-lilt, ferved us and our land. 
lord himfelf 'both for hed and bed-clothes; as for pillows, 
there were none but what we brought with us, which con
lifted merely of . o.ur dripping-wet faddles. We /hall now 
drop the fubjeet 0'( .the amorous intercourfe of the white 
people with the blacks, in order to give, in 0 few words, a 
general idea -of the houfes in Ho!'tni'lUQS, that poitcrity 
may from hence be .able to judge Of the future mcreow 
of the. colOpy. . " 

There Was orily oJle .wooden hou(e on the borders nf 
. .\ ' . 

this foreft, arid this was long and fpacious,.<with but one 
room in it, and built with logs cI¥t. down the middle. 
Another w~ lik~ th~t, j)lfi A.eKri~ compofed .of ftraw 
and wy, . but .not quite (0 .~(parerjt, ; this belonged to a 
young beginner. · A tlW"d ,~i'! ,:we .faw was hkewifc of 
clay, but well-built. ~1, .. ~d .l!ea,tly f'urnjf).led; being 
£he prOperty of . a cl.t-vef, · h\dilftriou§, well,bcmaved ruan, 

.,;,'" " • '-- ,. ,,"!' 

DI'l\~ YVES h¥ ruu:ne., 'YP'Q hadlil<~'Yife built himfeli a 
mill, 
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mill, and fcvcral other conveniencies. The refl: were all Sc~t~;;bcr. 
of clay or mud, and were partitioned out into two rooms, ~ 
in tQ.1> I:lme manner as 1 have in general defcribed the co-
10~S houfes at the beginuing of this journal. 

· ,,,.,., :~t was faid to be at that time, not above twenty years 
finc,\, Houtniquas was lirft known, and twelve years fince 
it hegan to be inhabited by the coloniits, who did not re
pair thither ill any confiderable numbers till of late years. 

1 mentioned, that the confufion and difturbance occa
fioner! by the introduction of the hoglhead of brandy, had 
reached even to my Hottentots; and that on this account 
1 was ohliged, much againft my will in other refpccts, to 
make haite with them from thefeparts. 'My companion 
had been imprudent enough, at their earneft requeit, to 
indulge them with a [up or two of this precious liquor; 
the confequence of which was, that' they became furious, 
and broke out into ' the mait abufive language, becaufe 
they could not have 'any more of it. At length, we were 
forced to try what bl()\vs would operate upon them; which 

, , 
had this e/feC}, that the next night, by way of revenge, 
they took to their heels and ran away. We,.,on our parts, 
mele to one of the two Hottentot craaJs that were at the 

'I ' ,"; " ", , 

hither end of Houtn/f~uas, in otdcr to {oarch for them. 
o • • ",," ', . ,, ' ,. , •• • • " • 

I n the firft thet'ver~ l1\'t.\tQ be found,neiihe,\didthe peo-
ple chufe to give ,us · :ijiy 'explici!)l1formatiOl1,'l;Ol1cerning 

,. -,' " .-., " ,.,., ·,·9·" " '" ',;' -/ ,,'" "" .. _/" ':',,, -. 
them; butt~~1!; w~'?'lD7 ,~~~;?,the~"an~ ,~<i~:~o climb 
over the Jenc~, or ~~!:J1~~,,:yfb~l'l' 5hey:kept t~~r cattle, 
they l~~ all~~~lf~~~/m!fl~t ,;,Of}s:e.,upon· ~, . We dire~ly 
put ou1'felv~ Ul a· poft'(U'e of' d~fence, as ,f we were gomg 

VOL;". J;>p to 
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, '''': to Ihoot 1Xl'h the dogs an~l their mafiers. This occa!ioned 
Scprem .. er. . 
~ tltc Hot';;ni. ots to call th~ir dqgs .oft which obe yed immc-

.1i .• tc],' , We then went into their \loufes w,thout d~lay or , ~ 

moicfiat ion, (ome of which werc built of ftraw in a fqnare , , 
form, with /belving ropfs, like the cottages of the II! .. ,,,, 
In one of thefe cottages, on a little bench, we foun.; our 
Hottentots fafi a!leep. W e contented ourfelve, with gent
ly reproaching 'them on the fcore of their mifconcluct ; 
but at the fame .time, witi) an air of autllOrity, command
ed them to return to their dnty. They, on their fide; 
without anfwering us or oiferil1g to gainfuy us in the le,ft , 
foll"wed us as quietly ;\S if they h ad been our l'fifoncrs, 
They took lea,veof their countrymen and countrywomcn 
by Ihal;inghi\!lds with caOh other, in the Dutch fa/bion, 
tho,:,gh wit)i~!t9~\llg; at tpe :f~rhe tim.e with great cor
dIality, ;uld' a del\! ;pf. talk on both fides . The women 

, .- '>' . 
feemed as if they 'wanted to keep them, and I do Ilot 
doubt but that till' fellow~ wo\1l<! ·t(ave been ea!il y prevail
ed on, i f .olir .. guns 'h3£\ 'been <mt be. the way. Indeed, 

, . . '" .. ' 
with ¢p;,tt :,to:-roy~.~~t.oU, I w~ as much afraid of 
the tem~~i.i>f<tnCfwomen ~sof ,the in~o~iCllting quali
ty of thehrandy; 'and therefore\n~ ,j.bmUchthe more 
~jlfie to getaWay ffl?ln,'qus place, :~~¢~ ,btherwife might 
for ma1)y yeiin::~llV'~~.i'~~~~nt to the attentive 
-Ceanrh "all" . 6bl:~~r "'~tiift .. 
a:')o \ .. ~ ~ • . . '!~~0.'rT~:"l\,,:/'" . . 

OUt a"'" ,,'" '~t.i;.., ,,,-,,,,".';;1.'-,.; ' :.;.! , f oct b ' : ,". ,epartUrl: '_~ .. ,. , "i"~' '""g""l!ng () , 0 er, 
~1.it before I goun:'~' ,. ' ., ' ~ 'With, my' jqWrial,' I will 
fetdown the ~\)fi~:~"~l1ii'~' , ~e .wnib of Sep
tember Jufi elapfed. 

The 
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The rainy days were the 8th, 9th, 16th, 20th, 21ft, s<p:;~b.,. 
24th, 25th, 29th; and the laft of thefe days was remarkable ~ 
for Ji)U!h-eaft winds and rain. . The thermometer was for 
tl~moft part early in the morning between 49 and 50, 
J.': ·the miildle of the day between 76 and 80, and ill the 
cye;·.ing at fun-fet between 50 and 60. 
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Journey through Lange Dat. 

'77'· 0 N the 9th day of OCtober we departed from Houtniquas, 
Ottobcr. 
~ retUmiIlg over the great and little Brak rivers to 

Geelbek-rivier, from whence to Hagel-croal and Artaquos
"'oof, whither we went the next day: there were two 
roads . . The , Pp,t:,. :>\V,~ich was ,.better cleared and more 
beaten, ·tJ:wugh .:ti41ll.er to the weft · of the !aft-mentioned 
river, we fent our : ~aggon by; .and took the other road, 
though it was hilly, ourfelves, bciItg advifed fo to do, as 
it was a ne~~r wayan hone back. .By a. trilling negleCt, 
one. oftJ;J;llofes .. <I;great:deal; and . we, . by loitering a little 

. " , " " ,-,!< • -' , ' ,' " 

on the ro!'d, .,~er.e .~ppointed of our night's lodging, be
ing oveltaken},-y. the ,darknefs and rain; fo that, .although 
We were 'te~rth,~:larm. w.hither we. were going, and heard 
thl" bllfki,Qg. qt;;~eft;,,~s!,.";9,d . th~is#lwlng . of their cocks, 
wejYf~~"P4~~~i~J;litm'~*'i.'fhe fpot . .. After many fruit
ler,~;~.,*~I:~d ;:~!':~$ti~)1eroads that led to the 
P,~~9~r~n~ o~i).er.J?~~~Tt~/!:17,!'f .. :toq)<."llS IIlt.o thickets, and 
~Y:" ~aJ~ft ,!he~~llftS':of..;mount;uns,-'.,we at laft 
!h1:!)1~~f .~~ haq,hit , u~ '~e; ;rigjltro~" .\V,hen we found 
.m' Qy, V-Y\ ll ',riyer dee.perthan any .we h'ad,;hitl:!-erto, in 

our 
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our bewildered fituation, ventured to crofs. . It is Ime, we 
were not afraid of being foufed a little by going through 
the \"ater, as the rain had made us almoit as wet as we 

.~v~1 could be; but neither of us chafe to be the firit to 
v~",urc over, for fear of there being forne hole or oozy 
Iwt \n our way. I therefore drove before us over the 
n \··."f, 011 the fo rlorn bope, as it were, an old horie that I 
led ' Ii hand along with me. No fooner had he got over 
thali h o fet off full gallop, and freed himfeJf in an in
Hant j h,m the confinement in whi!Oh we had kept him the 
whole day; while we, wet, cold, and hungry (having eatcll 
n othing all day long but a Ilight break fait) were obliged, 
after feveral more unfuccefsful attempts, to paCs the night 
in the open air, expo{ed to the wind and rain. That we 
l1light not fo eafily be att~kcd unawares by tigers, we got 
away from the river and vale, which was full of bulhes, on 
to the mountain, and there took the faddles off our horfes 
near a bulh that itood quite feparateand alone. Hard
hy was a precipice, which we fortunately perceived tinlC 

enough to be able to be ;upon our guard againfi: it. Having 
tied our horfes halters round their fore legs, a method very 
('ommon in Africa, we then let thcln feed on the other 
fide, with a view, that if any liOll fhoul~;comc upon us, 
h e might firit find employment with them;. iIfld at tl}c 
fame time, that if a waif ihot)ld mak.e it.s appe",,,,,ce, the 
horfes ihould not run oft: ..The feafon ofthjs ,J;lI;\lC3ution 
will appear by referring -tQ .pag~ .~,60. " . 

In the night, IVhen 'w~,,t"elt. ''l:urfell1es a1rpoit ftiff with 
wId, we ,wandere<l up "Qc\, dowti, '\nd. frequentl y rell <lown 
on the top of .the motlntain, which was grcafy and ilipc 

pery, 

293 
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pery, in confequence of the rain. With regard ' to our 
IituatiOll in other ref peets, it was difficult to fay, whether 
it .gave us more comfort or vexation to · hear, as WO fre
quently did, the farmer's cocks · crow. As foon aSi,Qvcr 
the day began to dawn, at about five o'clock, we fa,f:;:ed 
our horfes withou! delay, and eafuy found' our ""y to 
the farm called Hagel-craat,. which was only at the dif
tan.ee of n few gun-fhots from us. DIRK :MARCUS, the 
maficr of it, a hearty old fellmy, as foon as we accoficd 
him, began to praife us highly for indufuious young men 
who were up before him ·; but afterwards, wh en he was 
made acqnainted with the · difficulties· we had undergone, 
he heartily pitied us, though he couk! not help at the 
fame · time 'ierioufi'f chiding us for not being accnl10med 
to fmoke; "li'm that-.cafe-we might, at a · juneture when 
it was· moft· wanted! , have had about us the means of 
making a fire, as well as of appealing our hunger, and 
palling away the tedions hours ' with· a pipe. Alie!" this, 
he gave US ·.an' account· of a great m'.ny' a,iventllfcs he had 
met-with in I:!is: elOcupfions into. the interior part of the 
rounttyj ,. where hC'had acquired a to.lerable competency hy 
fhootingelepllams. The information .and advroe he gave 
;US ""ere .'both uJ"ful and' agreeable. 
T~' ; ~QrtJt1; map· :.{~~ his peoPle after the led horfe, 

,WJi!.jfnlilJ!,efltiCneA:;!~i iPittl.llg , run · ' away from me; and 
:1f~W ' ;w:tl'f ~k<>l2i.:;diifoirt~'iWhich wason ·the' Isth, at 

~' ~f1ckin \t,p.e?~gt,;; lle: ,lent vs feveral from 
.c:g:~ , to help .. tJi: ~~r W:llggel1over ' .rhe very hilly 
~~~ .41'1titp<tl!~>¢; ~' At:.4iX';we·' amv.ed::at, Paarde
er~ :iF~iLIlinV~:f,, '~'; where We refted till ,the next 

mormng:t; 
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morning, or the r 4th. By noon we reached ZajJi'aan
craal, at which place the long and tirefome vale of Artaquas 
end~. Here, accordinglo previous agreement, we turned the 

_~'1il we h.d borrowed loofe, which went home of them-
1fhl;"s the fame way we had brought them. The vale juft 
mcri, ioned, is reckoned among the diftriCts which are cold 
and Jour in the higheft degree, and at the fame time is 
collfidered as unfit to he inhabited. Here there is ['lid to 
grow a herb, called by thecolonifts p- grafs, and which, 
as far as aile may 'truft to their defcriptionof it, is, proba
bly, a fpecies of eupborbia. This is (.idto he frequently 
eaten hy young cattle brought from other' countries, which 
thereby get a dyfury, or ftoppage of urine, that often 
proves mortal. In the urine as well as the urethra of thefe 
animals, a fuhftance refemhling little lumps of 'cheefe has 
been obferved. The only means hy which they have 
fometimcs been fa fortunate as to fave the life of an ani
mal attacked with this dife.Ce, has been by hunting and 
driving it about for forne time without inrermifiion, in or .. 
der to attenuate, concoct. and expel the coagulated matter. 

In time of war or inteftine commotion, a 'pafs fa nar
row as Artaquas-klooJ, muft neccJfariJy he of great import
:mee, as a key to the whole tract of country lying to the 
eaftward. In Lan.r;e . ./dooJ, likewife; ' and Kromme-rivier, 
man y impediments might be bid ,in the "way Of an army 
that was marching ,that way;, The ' tra6t of-dand round 
a-bout Zaffraan-m:uli ,tbraitOll'to Lante-iiooJ, is of the kind 
I have'defcri-bed above under fue;denomination ,Of CarrtJ'lLJ. 

In the 'haufe, at Zaifraa1l--crilll/-,oWe {u!fered 'udnconve
menee, which is faid to be veryoommon ilil ,the Ct1fTfJWi. 

5 This 
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This was the common houfe-fly in fuch prodigious quan
tities, as a1nlOft entirely to cover the walls and ceiling. 
I n faa, they did not ceafe for a mom~nt to· molefl: 'I;, by 
fwarming and buzzing about in our "eyes, ears, nofcs\lJ'nd 
mouths, fo that it .was not poffible for uS to keep i l.f'i~,c 
houfe for any timet"gether: notwithltanding which, all old 
flaye, who at thatrime lived. there quite alone, was ovliged 
to !leep in the l11idtt of this ,nett 'of' ~ie.s every night. In 
other trow of this country moleRed by Hies, I faw thefe 
troublefome infeas taken ' ·v.ery 4exteroul1y in the t"llow
jng malmer. · , All o"er the <;ciling' 'are · hung liP: bunches 
of herbs, . On w hieh the Hies nre fond of lcttling ; a per
fon then takes a linen net or vag of fome depth fixed to 
a long handle, and putting it round every bunch, ihakes 
it· about, fo' that:the flies fall down. to the bottom of the 
bag; where, after ' feve,r,1 applications of it ill ' this man
ner, they are killed by the pint or quart at a time, by 
dipping the bag into fCalding-hot water. In certain parts 
of the Carrow, where the flies ' abound molt, it is faid, 
that there is a buih which exfudes a humour fomewhat of 
the nature and confifience of tar. This, by its adhefivc 
quality, 'detains the flies, which are very fond of feltling 
on the plant, 'and by this means dei\:roys them. There is 
another' fh.Wb '.,freqn¢ntlr :found in '.the, Cllrro'IC, which 
grows hett'.li.ke~ 'iond 'is:.~ Canna-bofcb ; whence the 
wh6~e ~6njf couril>;:t,~bQlltS' bears the name of Cmt
lf4'i, ,aritI not. . Canaii~A7Jtiltrifi;;.v; ME. M~SON has called: ;t 
l.il~tPe 'i'bilolophi&Q"'~miifoaion~ • .:rln faa, from the ex
lfi~ " aroUght that Pre!{ajls.hexe,-,. inftj:adof the Land.of 
prtlini/e;, Mi-•. 1.iAsoNWould"have ,dane better to have '{:ailed 

it 
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it the Land of AjJlic7ion. A road between ArlaqU(lI and 
Lange-k/oo/, inclining more to the fouthward than that by 
whidl we went, pafies over a high and freep mountain, 
~~vl~f.>h, from the circumftance above-lnentiOllcd, is called 
C~/,~a's-booKte, or Canna's-hcights. 

Having examined this fame Canna··fhrub I found, that 
in Hri~'l: propriety, it." formed a new fpecies of/a!/o!a; for 
which rc.,fon, in my manuCeript defcriptiolls of plants, I 
have called it Sa!/ola cailra, lobiI minulis /ubrollindis, car
m!!iJ, cOllc(lviI, imbricatiI. The le.ves · have a bitter faIt 
taite, and burned together with the whole fhrub, produce 
very firong afhes, excellently well adapted for the purpofc 
of making foap; for which reaion, particular attention is 
paid by the Carrow farmers to the culture of this plant. 
ln the parts of the flower, the C4Hl1a-fhrub fa far differs 
from the generical character of th!, fa/fola in the ['"th edi
tion of the Genera PkznfarutJI, inafmuch as this fpecies 
has a little obfolete )lyle; -with t,,'o or three brown jligmas. 
The remaining parts of its charatl:er were, Slaflf. }i/. bre
~.iJ]: Anther,e cordal"', Calyx perianth. perfljlens, Cap/II/a 5 
va/vis, I /ocularis, and Semen I cochlealllm, as in the fa/
fa/a, or rather refembling a wateh-fpring coiled up. 

It was curious to fee. how the only ·flavethat was then 
at Z:Ufraan-craal, and, 'who had.. ~he abfel.ute management 
of the farm; how ,fkilfl\lly. , .. fay, iwitb-Jbe"aIliHahce of 
two Ifottent<!.t6 .. who ,~·tI.~·,f>If (from ,the plaee;', he had 
brought tile water itl;~.S!'0au4:~nnels . down to. the fields 
of wbeat (of which. the o¢ars~'that · time .. were peeping 
forth,) ..... \vella. to the gat'den' ~ <atid had made· dams at 
thefe places, fo· that they might. be overflowed and water-
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! ~~; . cd whenc,'cr it was' rcquifite, by which Ineans they aD-
~ )'l~b~r, ~ 

....,..,...., peared clad with a delightful verdure. In every other 
part the earth was as much parched up, an,I as <lry as, the 
high road; on which accoum, having fet out upod, .. ur, 
journey at night, for the fake of taking the benefiF:'f 
the eoolnefs of the air, we were foon obliged to ' turn 
back and nay till morning, as we were not able to d if
tinguilh the road from the other pal~S of the field s and 
commons. 

The next morning we continu.ed our route, and after 
paffing over Moraj.r-rh-ier, came to Canna-river, hy othcp~ 
called Kleindarn-rivier, where we baited. All the verdure 
onr oxen 'll1d horfes could find here conJifted only ill " 
linall quantity of a reed (arunda phragmites) Hill !cft in 
the -above-illehtitmed river, the .greater part of it having 
been previoully confumed hy the cattle belonging to for
'mer travellers. It happened, however, that we ilaid longer 
than we ought to have done ilia place that was eaten fo 
bare, in order to regale ourfelves with ·a meal of Ollr own 
cooking, compofed of Ii kind of Il partridge that I had jnir 
Ill01, as for the laft three days we had had nothing to fatisfy 
the cravings of our appetites hut -our Hottentot's coarfe 
ammunition-bread and a little tea. It fell to my lot to 
pluck the hird, and'Mr. 1>.IMItLMAN undertook to drefs it; 
and, indeed,he fh~ved h.mfelf a perfeCt mafier ill the 
art, Hewing it ill ""'1I1i1nfUiN 'flJjficit of water, and a little 
jheep'sCtoil fat, wh~h OUr Huttentots had get at Za.#'raal1-
craal for their own <eating; to that it would be no eafy 
matter to defcribe the highly agreea1>!.e fenfarions convey
"d by this delic<lte dilh to the organs both of talt<e and fmell. 

Hut, 
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But, ~s ill-luck would have it, we had neither of us rc
men}bered to draw the fowl, till in order to divide it equal
ly l<{:twcen us, we cut it in two; when the fauee, which 
w~.'juit before had found delicious in the high eit degree, 
bel~me quite naufeous. The Hottentots laughed heartily 
at our omiffion, and frill more at our delicacy, and at the 
fame time licked it up every drop. 

The delay oecalioned by this meal eaufed us to he over
taken b y darknefs, before we could reach the next farm; 
in con{equenee of which, we got into a labyrinth of bufilCS 
and briars for want of being able to ICe the road. We 
were therefore obliged tn ftop, and prepare to fuffer hun
ger and thirit, together with our bcaits, till the next mOlll

ing, :md he almoft frozen to death into the bargain; for 
though it had been reeking hot the preceding daY, the 
night was nevertheleC. extremely cold. About midllight, 
however, the moon fuone, and enabled us once nlore to 
fi n( l the rOde], when we foon came to a faml near Kkinc 
Donz-,.i~"f!Y, called Zandplaat. 

It was not without the greatt:ft afionifhmcnt, that we 
hehc1d the ,;ext morning the ronlidcrable number ;lIld un
paralleled fatner, of the Iheep here, when we e0l11l'ar«1 .hel11 
with the horrid drought and aridity of the land. In this part 
-of the country, when they are going to kill a /hecp, th e:: 
alwa"s look Ollt for the leaneft 'in the whole flock, as th e 
rell: are intolerably fat. The tail alone of olle of thde 
fileep (which is thick and ,of a triangular Ihapc, heing 
from a foot to a foot and' a half in length, and j'J1netilll l',. 
aho,"e fix inches thick near the mmp) will weigh hom 
.eight to twelve pounds; and moftJy conftfts of a del icate 
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kind of fat, which hy filme people is eaten with hread in-
1read of hutter, and is ufed for dreffing viCtl1als with,. and 
iometimes even for making candles. 

Here, as being produced in the Carrow and in a wa!'m ----
diftrict, the wine is f:lid to be gGod; but I can form .. no 
judgment of it myfdf, as the farmer had already fold or 
confumcrl all he had made. On the other hand, in Lanx~ 
Kloof, as being a Jour diltriCt, not a drop of wine can be 
made. 

Some Hottentot wives had got their huts built near this 
farm; and a Hottentot lad, who W3S, in faCt,. in the fer
vice r>f the farmer, had at that time lain for feveral days 
in their quarters, affliCted with a bad diforder, which feem
ed to have a great affinity with the putrid fever epidemic 
here, and confequentiy would not bear bleeding. I was 
forced, however, to undertake this operation, in order ta 
ref cue the lad from the clutches of his malter, who had 
an Imlimited confidence in venefeCtion, and had already 
whetted his knife on purpofe to perform it. The patien~, 
who either could not or elfe would not give any account 
of the Itate in which he found him(elf, had,. previous to 
the'bperation, a fmall pUlfe; and during it was taken willI 
a llniverfal tremor, ,upon which, after his arm was bound 
up again, (uperveiled ' convulfive twitchings. So that, ill 
fact, we left our patient in' a much weaker coudition than 
we found him in, though.'1 had. been very (paring in taking 
blood from him. My" ·holt, ·neverthelcfs, was very well 
(atisfied, and would not be per/iIaded but that the tr ... roor 
was going off; at the fame time he bade his wire gi,ve me 
for my trouble the beft of every th.ing they had 'n the 
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houfe. In the fpare of about half an hour, however, they 
came and told us, that the poor lad was at the point at 
deatll. I cannot deny, but that I reproached myfelf in
term.lly, with having been in a manner the inftrurnent of 
l1is death; I did not however omit, in order as it ,vere to 

diibllIthen my confcience, to reproach my haft bitterly, 
as baving been the principal caufe of fending the foul of a 
Hottentot into etemity. But the good man feemed fa much 
troubled, and took it fa to heart, that I was actually going 
to comfort him, when he at hft broke lilence with a deel' 
figh, and anfwcred me with fome warmth, faying, Th~ 
devil a bit did he care for the Hottentot or his foul either, 
fa that he could but get another ox-kader in his fread, 
as he muft foon drive to the Capc to difpofe of his butter. 

In the lncan time we went to fee the ceremonies prac
tifed with the corpfe. In fact, they confut in this; the 
Hottentots Ihake, jolt, pummel and cuff their dying coun
trymen, as well as fuchas are juft dead; at the fame time 
/brieking and hollowing in their ears, and cafting a world 
of reproaches on them for dying. Neither do they for
get betides to endeavour, by bir words amI promifcs, 
to perfuade them notto leave this world; as if it depended 
on a man in the agonies of death, to die or not, juft as he 
pleafed. I now faw this ceremony performed to a hair on the 
youth I had let blood, by two Hottentot old women. Indeed, 
I was afraid, that by their perfeverance in this pious work, 
they would quite fuffucate the fmall fpark af life which, 
at leaft j.uft. af\;er our ar",iVa!, was perceived in him; bur, 
on the contrary, the patient came a little to himfelf, fo 
that it appeared, as if by their /baking and jolting, they 
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had put the languid circulation, and confequently the vital 
powers into proper motion again. My hoft and I, how
ever, 011 our fides, did not negleCl to get fome bran.!y as 
fooll 2S poffible, in order to moiften his lips and nofe with 
it. I ;afterWards heard here, on my return from my tour, 
that this {woon came on the youth in confequence of their 
having let him run out of the houfe during the fren~ 
produced by the fever; as Iikewife, that low and fatigued 
as he was at that time, yet in the fpace of ten or twelve 
days he had grown quite ftout and hearty, infomuch, that 
he had run away from his mafter during the journey to 
the Cape, in which I mentioned that my hoft intended to 
make ufc of him as ox-leader. 

There was an otter extremely well ftuffed, which I now 
$rep in the cabinet of CllTiofities belonging to the Academy 
of Sciences, but which being a rarity in thofe parts, my 
landlord intended as a prefcnt for the governor, and had 
kept it hid up in a private place for that purpofe: he now, 
however, gave it to me by way of recompence for bleed
ing the lad, fo thankful was the 'limple boor, and fo much 
charmed with this operation. 'This otter feemed to be of 
the fame fpecies with our European otter, ami to differ 
from it only in lize, and in being of a lighter colonr. The 
length of the body, meafuring from the nofe to the root 
of the tail, is two feet and a half, and the whole length 
of the tail rather more than ',eighteen inches. This animal, 
in all probability, Ii"es chiefly on a kind of round crabfilh 
'1nd frogs ; as in the frclh watdr of all the African rivers, 
that I have laid down in my map, two f011s ,of filh ' only. 
that I know of, arc to be fonnd, (and thefe too in a very 
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trifting quantity) viz. a very fmall kind of gilt-head, the 
fpecies of whil;h I have forgot to defcribe, and the CYPl'illlls 
gonofyncbus, about the fize of an ordinary herring. 

On the J 7th we went from the arid Carrow diltriel: into 
La"~'e KlooJ, (or the long dale) which commences at Brak
rrvler. By way of reinforcing my tealn, I was obliged to 
lmy another pair of oxen here, at eight rixdollars a head. The 
farmer's wife, who leemed to be the chief manager here, 
warranted them to be without fault or bkmilh. As one 
of them, however, -when we .drove from hence, was 1(,)011 

found to be rather lan1c in 'One of the hind legs, v:c began 
to harbour fame fufl'icions of the fair vender's h onen),. 
Her neighhours at lean allllred u s, that with refpeCt to the 
dependence that was to be placed on her word, the ox 
might have been lame of all four legs, without our having 
an y rcafon to blame any thing but our own crednlity. We 
\Yere likewife over-reached with regard to a horfe that we 
left here, by this fame hoftefs of oms and h er hulband. 
Sh0l11y after this the¥ Temoved to the Cape, with a "iew 
to {!'o into the eotnmer:cial line there. Thev were neVCf-o • 

theldi; at this time, hofpitable to the fu1left extent of the 
word; at the farne time, eating- themfe1ves with :;m appe
tite that aoonifhed us, As hofpitality is .commonly pr:1r

. tifed, and, indeed, is a leailing ·feature in the <:haraCter (If 
the cbuntrypeople here, fo it appe",rs to me from fe,'eral 
'Cir<:umftanoes, that <leeeit inct·heir dealings is likewifc \Try 
prevalent in ,the eolOl\y; ,··and :hy nome.ns confidered in fo 
low and d.efpicable .a ·light; as it is with lIS, or as it really 
defet'V~ to be. 

In 
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In the neighbourhood of Bral<-riv;er, as weU as in other 
places in L01Zg e.Kloo/, they made great complaints concern
ing the .p- grafs mentioned above, as growing in 'o1rla
qua;r Kloo!; .though nobody <x>uld, with any degree of cer
tainty, point out any particular herb as coming uuder that 
denomination. 

In this part of the country I was confulted by a mar
ried woman, who, through ignorance, as well as impa
tience, had pulled away piece-meal her uterus, which was 
ill a prolapfed ftate, without any bad confequcnccs eniuing. 

Ncar the fouree of Keureboam.r-rivier: there was a fann, 
from which, by a ll'Oublefome foot-path, one might go in 
a day to Algoa-bay in Hout1Ziquas. Pott-rjvier is likewife 
called Cbamika, a name, which, as there was no room for 
it in the map; I thought it was proper to mention here 
for the fake of future travellers. As Mr. IMMELMAN and 
I being on horfeback, had rode to a good diftance before 
the w.ggon, we loft our way, it being then very dark; 
we had the -good luck, however, ,at length, to come up to 
a farm, not far from the I.ft-mentioned river. We found 
the farm inhabited only by fome 'Hottentots, who were left 
there hy a colonift in order to look after it. They were 
[0 crofs-grained, as not to anfwer either in Dutch or Por
tug uefe Mr. IMMELMAN'S .enquiries about the road, al
though he promifed to .gi,<e them fomething to drink, and 
though, as we were afterwards aifured, they perfeCtly un
dccftQ()d both thefe languages·; ·.but, to make amends, they 
jabbered a gteat .deal to lls:in their own, of which, how
e,'cr, we could not comprehend a fjUable. I do not know 
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whether this behaviour proceeded from a wicked difpofi
tion, the found:ition of which is to be fought for in the ge
neral depravity, as it is called, of human nature; or whe
ther it might not rather be confidered, as a well-founded 
grudge harboured in the breafts of thefe people againft the 
Chriftian colonifts. We fince heard of many inftances, in 
which the fame thing had happened elfewhere to other 
Chrillians, who, by way of putting a trick on thefe poor 
kllows, pretended to be ignorant of the Hottentot language; 
and by this means heard unfufpeCted the anfwers of the 
Hottentots, confifting in mere impertinence and fcoffing 
jcfts, which they threw out againft the Chriftans with the 
higheft glee, and, as they thought, with impunity, till the 
latter pulled off the mafk in order to avenge themfclves. 

As we .could get no information from thefe Hottentots, 
we endeavoured to find the way again ourfelves, as well as 
we could: but juft as I imagined I had hit upon it, and as 
J was rilling acrofs the river juft mentioned, my horfe fank 
all at once in the ooze ·quite up to the faddle. J imme
diately threw myfdf off on· the bank; but we found it a 
difficult matter to drag my horfe out of this quagmire; and 
afterwards were Obliged, together with our waggon, that 
came up afterwards, to wait for the dawn of the t(}lIowing 
day (the 22d) before' we . could· find tneright fording
place, when we proceeded to the river Xukoi, or, as it is 
pronounced, t'Ku-t'koi, 

This name, whichfigllHies.head or mafter. has proba
bly been beftowed up«mthis river, as being the firft branch, 
oe rather the fource of the great river · of I'Cam-fNaJi, 
which again runs ·into that of tC'amtour. The farm at 
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Kuloi river is ~~d..d'll~nlure •. , ,¥r.QDl the mountains there
abouts we faw .tll" fea, without; being able to get the leaft 
glimpfc of .the, forelts of. Houlniquas, on ~ccount of .. ther 
mountains fuuated between. Neither had anyone tried 
to go down from "~~e into Hout;niquas. 

We ftaid in LtCinge X/oof till the '3 I ft, or laft day of this 
month ,inclufively. 

At Apies-ri'llier I. fawan olc;!' Bojhies-man with his wife, 
who, I was informed . by farmer Po Yerejra, had, a few 
months before, reigned over above a hundred Bolhies
men; but they . were . now tranllated by the farmer from 
that priucdJ', or rathel' patriarchal dignity, to that of being 
fhepherds to :l few hundreds of Il,eep. 'With regard to 
other matters, he gave them the higheO: commendations, 
as being quite , different from· ,J!).e HO.ttentots in general, 
alert and. exa¢l in their bufinefs, and likewife as,being well 
contented with their lot, and fuiting their, inclinations to 

their fortunes. It is poffible, indeed, that this ancient 
couple, in con~quence of their gooclc fenfe andellpericnce, 
might aCl:uallyfind a greater an.d tnQl'Ilfnbftantial blifs in be
ing plared at the head.pf a ~~;ibeep, than when they 
were on their throne (\jrmJ111ded JI1,.thei.l;,fubjeCl:s. I will 
even admit tbe, f"fme!"s, ,aJIertion, ,~at ,~, iheep throve 
better under t\le.~ qf; ,~:,~u~ and confequently 
more enlightened~.~'?yet.~ it is a.deed that cries 
to heaven for vengean~~y~gl.,.t:C:a,l'e, aw h,ole community 
of its hea.<1 a%!'l gov,~~.,,~~,:fak:.1< . of ,ti>me' ''Id ... ",nrage 
and, \ltility _iI;l.g,,~~\tp '" t1~, of iheep,the pro
perty, ,·~t·a viI" ,peaf"!l~ . !~Ybi!,. (jlw .. ,. tlIQn!!lVeJ;, ,as, we rode 
illoDg. ,(ef~y j9-Lmt~;K!oofl n~ qt;,fugitive Hot-
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tentots of both fexes, who were now no longer purfued, 
partly on account of their age and infirmities, ond partly 
beca"fe it was not worth any colonift's while to lay hold on 
them, as they would be . liable to be demanded back by 
their former mafters. One of thefe that. I paired on the 
road, a very old man, died (as I was told) the day after of 
weaknefs and fatigue. Moft of thefe fugitives carried a 
thick ftout ftaff, generally headed with a heavy gritftone 
of two pounds weight or more, rounded off, and with a 
hole bored through the middle of it, in order to inCreafc 
the force of the frick for the purpofe of digging up roots 
and bulbs out of the ground; and at the fame time for 
piercing the hard clay hillocks, which are formed to the 
height of three or four feet, by a kind of ants, (urmes) a 
fpl.'Cies of infect of which the Bofhies-men's food in a great 
meafure confifts. It gave me no fmall pain, to fee the 
poor old fugitives frequent! y wafting the remains of their 
ftrcngth on thefe hardened hillocks in vain, fome other ani
mal, that feeds on ants, having worked its way into them, 
and confumed all their provifion before hand. 

I was at a place in Lange Kloof, where feveral Hottentot 
fugitives came to beg tobacco· of our hofts. ·Theyacknow
ledged, that they had come over the mountains from Hout
I<ziquas, where they had, ·indeed,. had· a very good mafter; 

(but faid, that they chofe to go:hOI\le··to their own colmn'y : 
and, indeed,- fUlce the death . j)f· one · of their companions, 
were more' particularly ~bligot\to· remove from' thence. 

At KraltllHl-rifJiertMgromtdW'as very .fton:y, and there were 
agreatmm}"heap'ofpebble'4loneS;three{)rfoUrfeetin height, 
that had lain· tHere · time out of mind; fo tha~ no conjettures 
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could be formed, to what end or on what occaGon they had 
been laid up together. 

In a vale near this fpot I faw feveral large pits, w'th a 
fuarp ftakeplaced in the middle, intended as fnares to catch 
the larger fort of game. I and my horfe were very near 
being caught in one of them onrfelvcs. 

In the mountains near Klippen-drift lives, it is [;,id, a 
Tace of Hottentots, which, from the place of their abode, 
are called Mountain-Hottentots. Thefe are, without doubt, 
the fame kind of Bofuies-men, that fteal and make their prey 
of cattle, and, in other refpeCl:s, live on game and the na
tural produce of the fieldo, as I have defcribed above. The 
farmers hereabouts, on that account, did not dare to let thcir 
cattle feed at any diftance from their farms. 

At Zwarte Kloof, a farm between ' Krakkeel and Waxen
booms-rivier, they .fuewed me a Hottentot girl, about ten 
years old, who,. though born and brought up in their fer
vlee, had got, as they faid, even at that tcoder age, the 
Hottentot way of eloping. She had run away for a fort
night together, and in all this time had lived on nothing 
but the wild produce of the .. fields and woods; and yet h ad 
kept up her fleih, and returned ·home plump and in good 
condition. On her re,J:urn, ihe gav:e . an account of her
felf to the following • . purport •. · '.'T,hat Ihe had wandereel 

to a great ·diftance, . and.oltlle •. -at.the· fight of a huge. beaft, ' 
(which, on her givingfol iilltherdefcription of it, was fup
pofed to have been a liop) i~ was fo terribly frightened, 
that fue immediately·.ma~the bell.·of her way· home. 

About WagenboolnJ-rivier . there is found, · according to 
aU accounts, a Iizanl as black" as a cOal. about a foot in 

length, 
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length, which we fllppofed to be very venomous, as the 
Hottentots tdtilied the greatcft dread of them. This crea
ture-is faid, however, to be very rare. The heaps of ftones 
lying near this fame river, are the peculiar abode of great 
numbers of thofe little animals whlch are defcribed by 
M. P ALLAS, by the name of cavia Capenjis ';', and by the co
loni[ts are called daffis, or badgers. Thefe creatures, which 
have fome affinity with the ordinary marmots, and arc 
about the fame lize, are eaten by many people, who look on 
them as a delicacy. They are likewife eafily made ex
tremel y tame, and are found in many other places in the 
African mountains. The little Daffin iflands on the weft
ern coaft of A Ii·ica, take their name from them. 

On thofe places in the mountains, ,vhere thefe creatures 
dwell, there is found a fubftance called here D"ITen-pifs. 
It fcfembles petrolreum, or rock-oil, and by many, that 
have icen it, is actually confidered as Cuch. It is likewiie 
ulcd by fame people for medical purpofes, and by them is 
fuppofed ' to have greater powers than is conliftent with 
any degree of probability. Finding that this fubftance did 
not ftand the fame proofs as petrolreum, and at the fame 
time that it waS found only in places frequented by the 
dqJfeJ, I had fufficient reafon to conclude that it proceeued 
from this animal, and that it is moft probably the mcn
ftruaJ excretion of the creature;" as obfervations made on 
a tame female of this fpePes, ha'le given room for fueh a 
fufpicion; .and as belides .tlie, daf.'s excremehts are often 
found in this fubftance, and {eldom any where elfe. 

The 
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A VOYAGE TO THE 

The river of <roree Fountains, (Drie Fonteins) the bft 
in Lange Kloof, is the origin of fome great river in 
Sitficamma. 

The temperature of the air for this month of OCtober, 
approached as nearly as pomble to that of the preceding 
month, or September. The rainy days were the 9th, 
loth, 19th, ~oth, 2zd, 23d, 26th, 27th, lnd 28th. 

C HAP. 



CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 

C HAP. IX. 

Journey from Lange Dat to Si!ficamma, and from 
thence to Sea-cow River. 

O N the 1ft of November we fet out for Kromme- 'm' 
. . . . Novemb~r.. rrvrer, or the Crooked-river, fo called from the Clr- Vv-.J 

cumftance of its running with many turnings and wind-
ings through a very narrow dale. This river was very 
full of ooze, and in other refpeas was inconvenient to us, 
as we had to crofs it eight times before we got to Fffin-
bolcb, which was the ' following day, or the ",d of No
vember. 

The name of Effin~bolcb is given to a kind of woody 
traa along FJlCn-rivier, which, as well as the wood, has 
taken its name from the elfe or afh-tree. This tree makes. 
an entirely new genus, and is defcribed by me in the Tranf
'1.aions of the Royal Academy of Sciences, by the name of 
'f!kebergia Capcnjis, in compliment. to SIR CHARLES Gus-· 
TAVUS. EKEBERG,Mem~. of .. the Royal Academy of 
Scie.nces, and Knight of the,,~er of Vafa, who was the. 
occafion .• of my ma19ng tlil.is ·voyage; and who, by his 
zeal for. natural hillory, and the great pains he has bee" 
at in promoting it,. is highly deferving of this diftinttion. 

TM 
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'77;. The tract of country round about this place is confidered 
No\"tnlber . 
......,......, os Jour. A farmer had lately chof~n this fpot to cultivate 

and live in. For the prefent, a hut compofed of l~aves 
and ftraw was all the houfo he had. Here I found and 
made a defcription of many trees and fhrubs, which I had 
not {een before. Here were, likewife, in greater numbers 
than elfewhere, infects of that peculiar genus firft defcrib
ed by Pi-ofeifor THUNBERG, by the name of pneumora, in 
theSwediih Tranfactions, Vol. XXXV!.p. 254. This fpe
cies, to which likewife muft be referred the Gr. papillos. 
FABR. is compafed of I. pn. immac. (gryll. unicoi. LINN :) 

z. pn. mac,,!. (gr. vari./.s. LINN. and FARR.) 3. pn. fex 
gUll. (gr. inall. FABR.) They are from two to three 
inches long, and their abdomen, one fingle fmall gut ex
cepted, is found empty, and at the fame time quite pellu
cid, and likewire blown up and diftended; on which ac
count they are called blaazops by the colonifts, and are 
faid to live on nothing but wind. In the day time they 
arc moftly [dent, but in the places haunted by them, one 
fomctimes of an evening hears the noife of them from all 
fides, which is tremulous and tolerably loud. They arc 
e.lily allured by any 11:rong light in .the. dark, and then are 
ealicft caught ; but very rarely. appear at that time. A 
perron aifured me, the~ might c;;>fily be brought out of 
their-hiding places by a noif~, . or by talking to them, as 
it were, and going 'to me~t, them; but when he made the 
experiment in my priOfencc.\t, .failed •. 

On the 3d we haited ~ ~e next (arm, which was on the 
other fide of Diep-rivier. Several Hottentots of the Bofhies
man race, who were in the farmer'$ fer'Cice, had their huts 

8 near 
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near the farm. Thefe huts were made of firaw, but were 
now, for the greater part, covered belides with large ail's of 
elephant's fleih, which was cut out zig-zag , fafilion in 
,firings or Ilips of the thicknefs of two, three, and four 
fingers breadth, and hung together to the length of {e

veral fathoms. Some of thefe were wound· round the 
huts, while others were ftretched from one hut to the other 
for the fake of drying them. At this time the men, wo
men, and children here had no other employment than 
that of fieeping, fmoking, and eating elephant's flefil. 
And though I had eaten dog's fleal in the South-Sea, yet 
the· looks and flavour of the prefent entertainment, were 
fnflicient to take from me all curioiity and delire of tall:
ing that of the elephant. l31efides, at this time it was not 
freib, bnt had been ·4ried for fome days in the fun; fo 
that had I ~all:ed of it, my opinion could not by any means 
have been depended on; and I f110uld have drawn upon 
myfelf the mntempt of the colonifts into the bargain, who 
look upon it ~ofi as horrible an aCtion to eat the fleal 
of an elephant as that of a man; as the elephant, accord
ing to them; is a very intelligent animal, which, when it 
is wounded and tfuds that it cannot efcape from its cnc
nlies, ,in a manner weeps; ..fo .. that the tears run down its 
cheeks, jllft~ as with,-!he human 'fpecies when in forrow 
and ,,,miCtion. " I waS defrrous .· of riding out upon the 
'Plains whqe the ,elepl;l:mts' l>.a!l beenihot, in order to fee 
the 'ikeletors of · tlle;ri ;'P~;l was affured, that all their 
bones, . had' been already dhigged oft· the premifes by the 
wolves;' 

VOt;"L , . Ss This 
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, 'm, T his which they were now feafting upon they fifp-
~o\·ember, 
v-,'V pored to he a )'oi.mg male, ' M ·the t\lfks 'were tather of tlHO 

Jinallcit, lJeing no more than 'three' feet long, and it.la..geft 
grinders not above four inches in : breadth ; while tht 
g rinder of an elephant whlch I got 'from ' fVlne other ele
phaht-hunters' at th,n::'pe, ' 'and nu,I' preferve'in the cabi
Ilet of the Royal ' Academy 'of Sciences, is nine inches 
broad, aild weighs fonr poundS and a half; though it bears 
evident marks of having heen the fartheft tooth in the 
jaw, and of not being gro,'(in to its full fize, ' having been 
cnelored in the gum to about , two-thifds of its breadth. 
The diftailte ftom the root ft)' the 'top of the tooth, or its 
elevation above 'the' focket, feems to have been three 
inches. The ears of the elephant ihOt at this place, were 
reported to have ' reChed·ffo!n ''th~ 1!\0l11dtrs" of· a middle
fizea Hottentot doWn f6 the ground. · One of t!i.e fOre legs, 
which Iiad been 'brought to the farm, lay ,there as yet un
dilfeCted. ' The hide WaS not near {o' compaCt 'and elofe as 
thofe of the rhinoceros and hiptxipotaniti~l. but tlie tex
ture of 'it feenled to b,r compofetl" m larger tubes and 
blood-velfels';' at tlio!" 'fatril';' tln'li,ihat"the external ' ftirface 
of it was more uneven,' wrinlded, arJit-klititty,' anti there
fore canllot be ufe~ffoi r/iakirlg \VI'i~' is":afe ~tbe hides of 
the animals juft mentiodi~''' ''; I '·Tlil!~, ..... iI'sltillrhtift rot'lnd, 
meafuring v~ry litti~; ffi.ore~¥~ 1:1~hlic iegi "which \vas 
hardl}' one foot indl.3l'iletet~" nil'!'·toei1h<>uJd :'be,;~~ir~ 
five in number; ht1t ~tl'ittl~'aif~hati!~~d.i. 
ing to , the dbfcrVatibn:il'f'ltJiC BUnfNi;":II'~~tt" p. ' 6$. 
In' this fpecimtin f"ronhd' (jilly,~~\ji;t~~~df,~,~i&t 
feemed to ' have been ,oil ;th~ outfii!e"cf the ~"'''iiiilhhe' 

fmaUeft 
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. ~ were but one inch each in diameter. The /kin N'm· 
. I ovember. 

·lMlderthe foot, did not feem .. to be thicker or of a firmer ~ . . 
tnrure than that of the .O:$er parts of the body. 

It WAS fupppfed, that the elephant which was /hot here, 
bild ~n qri~ ayray frol1l its herd by. fome other males 
ftronge.t: .tban itfelf.out f,lf Sitjicamma, in the thick f" refts 

.:Af whi<lh the elephants. fillY find an afylum; or, to fpeak 
mare'~lY, befortifi«I againil; the .«acks of their cne
·.mies: for .as: (0 LaNce Klooj; and other· places which the 
Chriilians .had, llI;gllpctp iQ.habit, thefe "':Iitpals were obliged 
immediately tQ:~~ fcomthem. The chace of the ck
,Phant here mentiQaed .was, according to the account given 
iby .the hunters th~felves, (a couple of farl1lers) carried 
on in the folJowing .. n>anner. 

On the vf>ry eveniflg 011 whicl). they faw this huge ani
mal, they i~~ely. refQlved.to pllffue it on horfeback ; 
.though they were.fo f'lf frorp .\>eing ikilful and practifeu 
<elephant"hunters, til,tthey neyer before fet eyes upon one 
of thefe. l!Ili~s • .. . TlUs probably, however, according to 
'their defl'riptiGIl' was JlO>le[s than cleven or twelve feet 
high; while, on tl;l-e other hand, the. largeft of this fpecie, 
are faid to reacll-to,·\!+eheight of fifreen or fixteen feet " . 

. Thflir~ .th!?'lgll.;'¥' much , unufCli. as their riders to 
"'AA ftgh~ " P!f ·.ti!ia~ ~a1, yet did not flinch in the 

, bit,: !. !Iihe.,allilJl;d" ,likewi:!e. : did oot feem to trouble him-

.... '· ... ,hi,("i"ct.' the A(ri can in 

conccming them. 
and mentions an 

Iiff'! .. ~"'iO"'y. Vide WO L.~ 'S 
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I- i') _ fel t abo ut t'hem, lill they came witllin fixty or fevent}' 
t\ ovcl1l lu:r. - . 
VvV pact s of him; \",rhen (lne ot them at that infbmt, after the 

uCllal manner of the Cape huntfmen, jumped oft" hi s h...-fe, 
~nd, fccuring the bridle, fell upon one knee, and with 
his left hand fixing his ' ramrod, upon which he relted his 
piece, into the g round, took his aim and fired on the ele
phant, which then had got about f0l1y or fifty paces fa1'·
ther off: for in this country, when they hnnt .the larger 
kind of animals, they generally choofe tl) take ;'he oppor
tunity of fhooting at the diftance ·of one hundred and fifty 
paces; partly beeaufc they load their pieces in fueh a man
ner, that the ball, in their opinion, has the gre.teft effe8: 
at that cliftanec; and pattly at this diftanee, they can get 
time to mount their horfes again, and make off, before 
the wounded animal can come up-to them to take his. re
'\!Cnge. Our fportfman had fcarcely got into the faddle, ami 
turned his horfe's head round, before he found that the 
elephant wa< at his heels. J uft at that inftant the creature 
had jet up a fharp ilirilJ cry, which he thought he felt 
pierce to the very marrow of his bones; and which catlled 
his horfe likewife to make feveral hafty leaps, and after
wards fet off galloping with an incredi!:>.l .. f.,yiftncfs. In the 
mcan while the huntfman·hadtl\<>:prllu,ucc .ofmind to rille 
his horfe up an afcent, ~;ng.$ilt ,elephants and other 
large animals are flow and , (lnwiclilly _ going up hill. in 
proportion to their w,eight. but tjle contrary m .gQing ,down 
hill. On this account~. gaiioped .<>if wi~::'lI¥r:greatej\:. 
feCllrity, and at the .farlj!' $ne hiScogli\Ml04~$e- more 
le:if\ire to advance to one- u<.Icof: J~;~pb.aRt;" 'WJ1I'..e ,,·he 
thought he -could eaflef1;direcflii,, ' lboi:. atJ,t~ : ~and{ 

larger 
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larger arteries belonging to the lungs of the animal. This, N 'm -

• i OVtmb~T_ 

h~ever, did not hit any dangerous part, as the hor(e was '-"V'o,J 

unrtdy and pulled at the -bridle, which the man had hung 
over his right arm, at the time that, in the fanlc manner as 
the former; he had jumped off his hor(e and fire,\ hi> 
picce. The elephant, -which now turned upon this latter, 
was foon tired of punuing him, as he had an opportunity 
of riding from it up a ftill fteeper hill than his companion. 
Aftcnvards the two hunters found it an(wer better to hold 
each other's hones, fa that they fhould not get away, while 
each of the fportfmen 'fired their -pieces by turn... The 
elephant, even after the third ball, ftill. threatened ven
geance; but the fourth entirely cooled his courage: how-
ever, he did not abfoilltcly drop till h e had recci,-ed the 
eighth. Several experienced hunters of. elephants have 
neverthele(s aff'urcd _ me, that one fingle ball is fufflcient 
to bring an elephant to the g.-oulld, 1mt for this purpofe 
it is neceff'ary" 

1 ft. That the hare of the piece be large enough to ad
mit of a , ball weighing about three, or leaft _ auove two 
ounces. 

zdly, That the piece -be well ftocked, which will ena
ble it to bear a higher charge; for it muft be ou(crvc,l, 
that the fnrmers, _ for_ the purpofe of hUllting the-eJephailt, 
fe:r-cow. -rhinoceros; anti even the buifulo, gcncrall y chufe 
and .. -pay a ~,good -price fOJ; the old-faihioncd Swediili and 
Danilh--mutkets, which at prcfent, _ on accollnt of their 
grea.t-:weig~t: -and "cllimiinHs, are uo longer _ in ufe; but 
they gerietail'Y< -pu~.;a,_ftronger ftock to them than they- had 
beforEl:i -:iif;~(hat ,they may beat· a charge fa much the 

higher 
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higher without recoiling.. His in confequence of the 
weight of the piece, that the fportfinan hardly ever offers 
to fire off his gUt" withoutrefting .on his ramrod in the 
manner before ·mentioned. Still Icfs .doesaoyone venture 
to difcharge his piece, while f1l:ting on his horfe, as both 
the horfe and its mafter have ufuaHy a t·remor upon them 
in confequence of hard tiding. 

3elly, It is requifite for the ,1hooting of elephants·, that 
the ball be compofed of about gne ·part of Ii", and two 
parts of.lead; for a ball made of lead alone is always quite, 
or, at leait, in fome meafure flattened, againft the thick and 
very tough,. hides of the luger kind of animals, and ,by 
·this means miffes its intended effect,as I have myfelf {cen 
ill the cafe of the rhinoceros. Again, if there be too great 
a mixture of tin in the ban, this wiII be too light and brit
cde into the barga.in; fo that, as I have likewife found by 
experience, it will fly afunder in the feam, when it bits 
.g.inft Iheboney parts of the body of any largebeait. Se
·vera! people have ·atfured me, .that with muikets of this 
kind highly charged, and tin -bans, they could make a hole 
through a plough-fuMee of a tolerable th.icknefs. Indeed I 
·never faw this done, but do not look upon it ,as incredible; 
as when I feemed to doubt ."CIt ·Ute .~. feverai people of
fered to 'lay me a wage"M' ~t;,; ,.' Oi\ 'tbe' otherh"nd, I was 
~he more inclined to 'helieveit, "'3$'Iknewlhat ~lth ·a, rnere 

leaden piftol buRet,,, perfcm, has lOmetimes. jboLt1irough 
" .. breaft-plate. I have,~ many 41ortfulelii~" ", 
:AS' a fact wdI 'imlSwlJ!." among \:hei.\i,i'(t~r;i'~'I1I'llen 
>they\ haye .gGi: a" 'opportuJlity .{}f",.- ,~~,!.~· ;l2iter 
ki~ '~f~s amoDg :,,~;«..l zebiV~iiiit\fiQaKgas 

'that 
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that have fiood clofe together, the hall, when it did not., '77;' 

,,,n"t'n.bcr. 
hi,\upon any' of the boney parts of them, has p.ff"ed thl'Ough ~, 
fou? or five of thefe animals at a time. 

4thly, It is neceff"ary above all'things to hit the elephant 
on the heart, or fomewhere near it, where it is a great 
chance but that the 'baUmeets with fome large blood-veff"C]. 
by which' means the animal"foon bleeds to death. It is 
thereforc the more requifite to have a large piece, as the 
wound made by a fmhll ball; may eafily happen to be dofed 
up with f.I ' Or clots of blOOd; not'to 'menrion the elafticity of 
the hide and mu{cillltr fibres, 'which in the elephant, rhi
noceros, and marty ' other large animals, is proportionally 
greater than in ' the fmaHer kind of game; and in confe
quence of Which, the wound made by the ihot is the eafier 
contracted and iliminifhed: 

A man famous for fhoOting of elephants, told me, in
deed, that the beft way to ' come at the heart of this ani
mal, ,va. t'o kvel the piece at that part of its fide, which 
is generally 'in contaCt with the tips of its ears; but to 
judge from the beautiful dra\'ving of ihis creature in M. 
BurVON'S work, the ears feem 'too illort for' the direCtions 
given me by my informer to be of any tlfe; except, in
deed, 'thaCthe African elePhants ihotlJd have fomewhat 
lOnger eari th'nn "thiitdf M; BUFFON; or that the ears ill 
ttl~ "l:ir~";'lltiij"" ver1 old :t!limals, ate proportionably much 
more' len~; 'than' nl'the young oile reprefented in the 
{\.&It~e4Jietitj6ned:" 
" w#iUft h'~~e:'~b"'trol'n ' experienCe," th'at the hlintfmen 
anb~ ~lij"d'~'noftb take ahri 'lt 'the elephant's 
~''' ~;Wm~;W~i1:ds' 'tOO frtriUl fo be eitrly hit, and is 

J more .. 
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Olure0,'cr well defended by a thick and hard cramm1\. 
:I'his likew;fe correfponds· with what · is ·previou/ly knu"'D 
' r ith r"gani to this animal; but from what has becn faid 
above, it is evident, that two or three hundred people 
could not poffibly have any trouble in fuooting one ele
phant, (a faa which however is reiated by M, BUFFON, 

page I I , from BOSMAN'S. V<;>.yage to . Guinea, page Z54,) 
unlcis the fire-arms, as well . as the fportfmen, arc mifer
able indeed: much lefs does , it .·require. 'a whole army, as 
.the former author fuppofes it does, to' attack . a h erd of ele
plunts. In faa, this, in Africa, .~ often attempted by a fingle 
.llllntfman,' when provided w,;th a fieet horfe ufed to hunt
ing, and who at the fame time finds the elephants on the 
.p1ains before him. . I.n fa doing, he har<Uy runs any greater 
rilk than· when he has only one of thefe animals to a.ltack. 
In this cafe, the youngelt elephants aTe. wont to ft y firlt ; 
hut one or two of the old ones, who have the ftrongelt 

.teeth, and are the · very identical animals the ljJOrtUnen 
willl.to have .to· do with, (ometimes, perhaps, will run 
after him; but as, they , are foon weary .and turn back again, 
the flJOrtfman ·tul'\lSujJOn them again, and always finds an 
opportunity of {hooting fame of tbem. 'When one of thefe 
bealts is hit ,only upon tb,e ,,- Ilip, . it; is generally faid, 
lhat he has received :~~t'ae1,h of,.· the ·!tuntfman, ' 3S .he 
is rem;lered lame by it, .and ,in .~Hlquence of this may ex
pea from them ~ ,more da,l!gel'Qus ,:wound .before ,he can 
be· able to get ·off. · . ,The larger theelephan!:1s,,fecth ,ar:e"and 
~\U> plder the ~$ 'al'Ie,themfe!ves.:th~, hea,!,ier awLfiower 
likcwife .they ' ar., faid to be, ',al}(L~~it lllDJ'Cl ll,ifficult'1<> 
efcape.2 "When the fun ,h,u. ' thoae ' extrcmelv lhbt;-, ~ 

have 


