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have been generally found very weak and weary, fo that
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foxe people have ventured forth on foot to thoot them. \~u

Sonle Hottentots, who are trained up to fthooting, and often
carried out by the farmers for this purpofe, are particu-
larly daring in this point; as they are {fwifter in running,
and at the {fame time, not without reafon, fuppofe that
they have a lefs fufpicious appearance than the white peo-
ple in the eyes of the elephants-and other animals; and,
on account of the rank odour they have, (fomewhat like
that of game) which proceeds from their fkin-cloaks, their
greafe, and their bucku powder, are lefs liable to be dif-
covered by the {cent.

When the elephant finds himfelf wounded, he is faid
not to offer to defend himfelf from his enemies, and fome-
times not even to fly from them, but to ftand ftill to cool
himfelf, and fprinkle himfelf with the water, which he
now and then keeps in referve in his probofcis. When-
ever he comes to a piece of water, and finds himfelf warm,
he fucks up fome of it, in order tq fprinkle himfelf with
it. It is already well known to naturalifts, that the ele-
phant’s haunts are generally near the rivers; neither are they
ignorant of the care and regularity with which, in Afia, thofe
that are rendered tame, are taken to'water in-order to be wafh-
ed: {othatitdid notfeem at allincredible to me, that the ele-
phants ‘fhould fometimeés be found, as I am informed they
often are, in: the dry torrid fields of Africa, quite faint and
dyingvwith thirft. - One perfon:affured me, that in a marthy
place] e, mote prapelﬂy 1] peakmg,fa place full of land-{prings,
{ fonbetn pramid). ié Kad obferved pretty diftinék traces of ele-
phants baviag lath there, Al the accounts I'could collect,
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agreed in this, that thefe animals, when hunted, endea-
voured, with the greateft care, to avoid muddy rivars,
probably that they might not ftick faft in the ooze ; while,
on the other hand, they induftrioufly fought out the larger
rivers, over which they {fwam with great eafe. For not-
withftanding that the elephant, from his feet, and the
pofition of his limbs, does not feem to be adapted for
fwimming when heis out of his depthin the water, his body
and head being entirely funk wnder the furface, yet he is in
lefs danger-of being drowned than other land animals, as he
carries his Jong trunk raifed above the furface of the water
in order to breathe, and-can fteer his courfe in it by means of
this appendage; which at the fame time forms his nofe or
organ of {mell, and is endued with a great olfactory power. It
has confequently been obfetved, that when feveral clephants
have {fwam over a river at the fame time, they have all
found the way very well ; and have been able at the fame
time to avoid running foul of -each other, though their
heads and eyes have been all the while under water.

It is merely for the fake of the teeth that the elephants
are hunted by the colonifts, though at the fame time they
contrive to preferve the flefh for their {fervants, viz. their
ilaves and Hottentots. And as the larger elephants teeth
weigh from one hundred to one hundred and fifty Dutch
pounds, which ‘may be difpofed of to government for as
many gilders, {o that a man tay fometimes earn three
hundred gilders ‘at ‘one-fhot; it is no wonder. that the
hunters of -elephants are often Yo extremely venturefome.
A -peafant (now' dead) who' had: hunted a'large elephant
over the mouth of Zondags-rivier, where -it ‘is: véry - deep

and
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and broad, was bold enough to purfue it with his horfe, N
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and got over very fafe, though he carried with him his \=u

hea\f}r gun on his thoulder, and could not {wim himfelf.
It was {aid, however, that he got nothing by this bold
and daring adlion, as the elephant took refuge in a clofe
thorny thicket, where the hunter neither could nor dared
to creep after it.

It is only on the plains that they can {fucceed in attack-
ing the elephants; in the woods, where the attack cannot
be made etherwife than on foot, the chace is always more
dangerous. The hunter muft take great care to get on
the lee fide of the animal, or againft the wind; for if by
means of the wind he once gets {cent of the hunter, he
rufhes diretly on him, endeavouring to Kkill him, efpe-
cially if (as frequently is the cafe) he has ever been hunt-
ed before; and thus has had an -opportunity of knowing,
from experience, how dangerous and bold thefe marki-
men are. More than one of thefe daring men have, by
this means; been brought inte the greateft danger. Dirk
Marcus, the man I mentioned before as living at Hagel~
craal, gave me an account of one of his adventures of the
chafe as follows :

¢ Once-on atime in my youth, faid he, when from a
hill covered with bufhes near a wood, I was endeavouring
to fteal upon an . elephant to the leeward of me, on a
fudden I heard from the lee fide, a frightful cry or noife;
and though at that time I was one of the boldeft of ele-
phant-hunters in the. whole country, I cannot deny, but
that I wasin a, terrible taking, infomuch that i belicve the

hair ftood quite an end on my head. . At the fame time it
Tt 2 appeared
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75 appearcd to me, as though I had had feveral pails of cold

=~ watcr thrown over me, without my being able to #u
from the {pot, before I faw this huge creature {fo near sne,
that he was almoft on the point of laying hold on me with
his trunk. At that inftant 1 fortunately had the prefence
of mind to take to my feet, and, to my great amazement,
found myfelf {o fwift, that I th_o__ught I fcarcely touch-
ed the ground: the beaft, however, was in the mean time
pretty clofe at my hecls ; :but having at laft got to the
wood, and crept away from him between the trees, the
elephant could not eafily follow me. - With refpect to the
place I was in at firft, I am certain that the animal could
not fee me, and confequently that he firflt found me out
by the fcent. It may be thought, indeed, that, out of
revenge. at leaft, 1 ought to bhave. fired my piece at this
faucy intruder ; buty in faét, he came upon me fo unex-
peétedly, that in my firft fright I did not think of it; and
afterwards, my life depended upon every ftep 1 took ; and
at laft I was too much.out of breath to attempt any thmg of
that kind, being in fact very glad to get off {o well as I
did. Befides 1:doubt mauch, whether a ball lodged in the
chett, would have gone through the pleurainto the heart ;
the fureft method is, to fire. the ball in between the ribs,
quite flanting through the lungsor cheft.”

Another of thefe bufh-fightitng gentry, Craas VeLx
by name, according.te all accourits, was not f fortunate,
Being once upon a-plain under the fhelter of a few fcame
bling.thorn-trecs; . {(wamufls Nilosica) lre thought he- fhould
be able to fieal:upon -an elephant W»WMM Apety
but was difcovered, purfued, and ovoitaken:by the animal,

which
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which laid hold of him with his trunk, and beat him to
Iexeh. This, however, is the only inftance in the me-
mory of man, of any of thefe hunters having met with a
misfortune in the exercife of their profeffion; excepting
another peafant of the name of Ruvroen CHaMrHER, in
whofe fide an elephant made a deep hole with its toe, as
(without fecing the man) it was lifting up its foot in order
to ftep over him. I examined the fcar left after this wound,
and found a deep depreffion of four of the ribs, which
were ftill fra¢tured, and of which the man complained a
good deal upon any change of weather. ‘This misfor-
tune had happened to him many years before, near Zwar /-
kops-rivier, where, with two of his companions, he lay
fleeping in the open air, by a fire that was almoft burnt
out., ‘Thefe, very huckily for them, awoke a little before
the arrival of the elephant, and crept away among the
Buflies; but the faddle-horfes belonging to all the three,
which, indeed, were tied to a tree, had their backs broke
in feveral places. ‘The elephants, which were four or five
in number, were paffing on their way very leifurely, at
tie time when they did this mifchief.

From what has been already related, it follows evident-
ly, ‘that the élephant-hunt,  fo circumftantially defcribed by
M. DE LA CAILLE, in his Yournal Hiflorique du Voyage fast
au Cap de B. Efperance, p. 158, 1509, 160, 161, 162, as
being undertaken by the colonifts with lances, can be no-
fhmg elfe but'a ftory, with which fomebody impofed upon
the ‘good ‘abbé’s’ credulity ;” and which, when I'was at the
Cape, el people thiat knew a little niore of the matter,

were gracelefs énotigh to make a‘jeftof.  Neither is there
much
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much more probability in the account given by this author,
of a misfortune that happened to an elephant-hunter js.
this country. The ftory runs thus: Once on a time thkree
brothers, natives of Europe, who had already made a hand-
fome fortune by following this profeflion, had, each of
them being on horfeback and armed with a lance, attack-
ed an elephant by turns; which, however, at length, laid
hold on one of the horfes that had ftumbled, and threw
him, together with his rider, up into the air, a hundred
paces from him ; then taking up the latter, ran him through
the body with one of his large tufks; upon which the ani-
mal held him up with exultation, as it were, thus impaled
and fhricking in a horrid manner, to the two other horfe-
men, his unhappy brothers. It is not extremely probable,
that an elephant could throw a horfe a.hundred paces from
him, any more than that a man fhould be able to cry out
and fhrick, when he was pierced through, and fpitted on
the thick tooth of an elephant. But in the abb{’s defence
it muit be remembered, that this ingenious aftronomer did
not intend to print.any hiftarical account of the Cape ; the
fhort remarks he made upon this {fubject, being not pub-
lithed till after his death.

The elephant’s manner of copulating is a point hitherto
much contefted ; for, notwithftanding the great number
there are of them in India, many of which are apt to be
in rutt in fo high a degree as to run mad in confe-
quence of it, {till nobody has ever been able’to make them
copulate. - Several authors have explaingd, the /matter in
this way ; that the elephants. were too. modeﬁ«ta fuffer any
human creature to be witnefs of their UNioR, {a gipcum-

ftance
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ftance which thefe animals have always reafon to be ap-
TRehenfive of,) though the male and female are Doth thut
up together in the fame dark ftable. Others again have
gone fo far as to affert, that the elephants are fo {hy, as
not to {uffer any of their own kind to be prefent at their
copulation. And many have endeavoured to explain the
continence of thefe animals in their domefticated ftate, from
the confideration of their magnanimity and pride, fup-
pofing them to have too much fenfe, as well as greatnefs
of foul, to wifh to multiply their race, and thus debafe it
by bringing it into the world in a ftate of bondage to
mankind. But fince we know, that elephants, previdus to
this, fuffer them{elves to be brought to obey bv compul-
fion, and, indeed, to a greater degrce of fubjeftion than
almoft any other animal, it fhould feem that we cannot,
with any reafon, beftow our approbation on this latter
opinion.

In all probability, therefore, this repugnance in a point
to which nature, on the other fide, vifibly encourages all
her creatures, proceeds from the peculiar make of the
elephant, rendering it partly unfit for the performance of
thefe rites; an impediment which nature, perhaps, found
it neceffary to fet up againft the too great increafe of thefe
gigantic animals; as, were it otherwife, by defolating and
laying wafte the whole extentof the warmer climates, they
would bring' on the deftruction of their own {pecies.
Moreover, as nature does not operate without means, may
not the continence of the elephant, whether implanted in
it by mature, or whether it be the mere confequence of
its form; or other accidental circumftances, may not, I fay,

this
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this continence be the means employed by nature for the
promotion of the growth and firength of this animw,
which are fo confiderably beyond thofe of any otHer?
Elephants (excepting {fome males, which, being either too
old or too young to contend with their ftronger rivals, are
hunted away by them) always keep in herds; {o that while
{ome few are, perhaps, prevented from copulating in the
early part of life, and confequently from being enervated,
it is, probably, as I faid before, the peculiar formation of
their bodies which, after all, proves the greateft obftacle
in this point; ‘for the parts of generation in both fexes are
placed abeut the middle, juft under the belly, and thofe
of the male are very fhort in proportion to its body.
From this peculiarity in their formation moft authors have,
without fufficient foundation concluded, that the females
are capable of admitting the embraces of the male in no
other manner than lying on their backs. Nay, although
no one has ever been able to fay, that he had been an
eye-witnefs to this, yet that great naturalift, M. BurroN,
Tom. XI. p. 63, looks upen it as fo incontrovertible a point,
that he affures us, he fhould not once have doubted of it,
even if the travellers DE FEYNES, TAVERN1ERS, and Bus-
sys did not accord with him, which, however, they do in
this particular. - He therefore objelts likewife againft
Ariftotle, and that with {fo much the greater reafon, as
this -author defcribes  their copulation as. differing in no
other way from that of other quadrupeds, than merely in
the female’s lowering her loins ‘on. this eceafion. ' Never-
shelefs, in arder to determine this: fingular. qu&&mt thh
more: certainty, 1 let flip-no opportimity: of: internog:

2
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on the fubje@t every clephant-hunter I faw. To this ..

ydery they all agreed in replying, that with refpedl to the
above-mentioned argument, they were moit inclined to
approve of the common opinion, if they had not been
differently informed by two of their companions, Jacos
Kox and Mancus POTGIETER, who had actually {feen
clephants copulate. I met, however, only with the for-
mer of thefe hunters, who told me, he had likewife him-
felf been of opinion, that the female was obliged to lie
on her back on this occafion; till at length; being out
along with PoToIETER hunting of elephants, he had occa-
fion to think otherwife. On a certain {pot they came to,
they could reckon about cight elephants, which, on ac-
count of the fmall fize of their tufks, they took for fe-
amales, excepting two large ones; which, making feveral
circles round one of thefe that they took for females; (the
only one, perhaps, in rut) frequently, in all probability,
by way of carefling her, fruck her with their trunks,
till at length fhe threw herfelf down upon her knees, and
keeping the {pine of her back in a fliff and extended po-
fition, brought her hind feet quite clofe to her fore feet,
or fomewhat beyond them; {o that fhe almoft, as it were,
ftoed upon her head. In this forced pofture they faw
her wait a long while together for the carefles#of the
males, who, in faft, likewife endeavoured to perform the
matrimonial rites, bwt from jealoufy hindered each' other,
whenever either of them began to mount. After two
hours had thus elapfed, the patience of our hunters be-
gan tatire; and the rather, becaufe, on account of the un-
even anad ftoney. nature of the ground, which, however, had

YoL. I Uu no
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no wood upon ity and of a river being between them,
they could not dare to advance and fire at thefe animalc
I will not diffemble, that though I have not the leaft oc-
cafion to doubt the veracity of my informer, and though
what he told me is by no means impoffible, I yet find
great difficulty in this matter. But on the other hand,
the fame may be faid of M. pE BUuFFoN’s, or the common
opinion; firft, as they have not been able to confirm it
by the teftimony of any eye-witnefs, nor even by any in-

dtance of this kind in other quadrupeds properly {o called;

that is, in fuch animals as have fome degree of affinity with
elephants ; fecondly, as the female’s lying on her back
can hardly be more convenient for the male, efpecially as
the vagina, according to what I am told, goes from the
fore part backwards; thirdly, it is befides well known,
that the older elephants, on.account of the unwieldinefs
of their bodies, chiefly ftand when they fleep, in order
to avoid the trouble and difficulty of lying down and get-
ting up again. TAVERNIER, indeed, in his third volume,
informs us, that the tame females when in rut make
themfelves a kind of bed, and lay them{elves in it on their
backs, at the fame time inviting the male elephant by
a peculiar cry, &c. but as the author did not fce this
himfelfy,and that befides it is entirely contrary to the mo-
defty and diflike to .copulation for which the female ele-
phants have always beén remarked, I cannot do otherwife
than leave M, TAVERNIER’S relation and different opinions
touching the fubjed, to the teft.of future experience .
With
_* Compare with the foregoing account that givéﬂ_'lrz Woir with refped
fubject, in a book juft publifhed, called « The Life and Adventures of John
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, With regard to the time that the female elephants go
‘%ith young, I could get no information; but thuat their
cubs fuck with their trunks, is confirmed by the obferva-
tions of many. The female elephants have, moreover,
been feen followed by two or three cubs at a time, though
of very different fizes, viz. from three to cight or nine
fect high ; but the largeft of them, which confequently
was almoft full grown, was, neverthelefs, to the great afto-
nifhment of the huntfman, fuckled by the mother. And
when it {o happens, as is not unfrequently the cafe, that
by a female being fhot, an infant-cub has been deprived of
its mother, and at the {fame time been feparated from the
other elephants, it has endeavoured to aflociate with the
hunters and their horfes, in the place of its deceafed mo-
ther, and followed them wherever they went. With re-
gard to this, feveral farmers affured me, that they could
get fome milch-cows from the Hottentots in the way of
barter, or take fome from home along with them, to rear
the clephant’s cubs with, in cafe they had any tolerable en-
couragement given them by the governor: but, perhaps, in
defect of milch-cows, which, in fadt, are rather difficult
to be had there, they may bring up the young elephants
with gruel or porridge, or elfe with decoctions, or other

pher Wolf, with his Voyage to Ceylon.” This author pretends to have had as much
experience in regard to elephants, as the gencrality of jockies in England with refpect
to horfes ; and-pofitively afferts, that the female lies on her back on this occafion, at
the (ame time ﬁ'_.y;ing._a_ circumftaptial defcription of the whole procefs. In the Addi-
tions to the Hiftory of the Elephants which M. ps Burron has given in his Supple-
ment,, Toem. IH. (ed. in 4t0) and*Tom. VL p. 165, (ed. in 12mo) a M. BiEs
defcribes the copulation of the clephants in Ceylon, inthe fame maoner as farmer

Kok daes hére.
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preparations of thofe herbs which it has been remarked,
that the elephants principally chufe to feed on.

According to the accounts of authors, and to what [
could learn both from <he Hottentots and coloniits, ele-
phants have no fcrotumj but their young fucklings might
probably, neverthelefs, undergo a certain operation, ane
thus might be domefticated to greater advantage than thofe
that are now ufed in India; for by means of this opera-
tion, as well as by habit, they would infallibly be lefs nice
in their food, lefs riotous and unruly, more hardy, and not
in the leaft fubje& to the fury that fometimes feizes them
in the rutting feafon. Byt though fooed feems more difficult
to be got for elephants in India, than it poflibly could be at
the Cape, yet I doubt whether it would be worth while
for many private people in that colony to keep them; but
it certainly would be very proper for government to endea-
vour to tame fome of thefe animals, and ufe them in its
fervice. In India an elephant has an hundred pounds of
rice-groats it daily, raw and boiled, and mixed up with
butter and fugar; befides, this they give it arrack and
pifang, (vid. BUFFON,; Ps 433;) but ag this animal in its
favage ftate gets neither butter nor arrack, this, perhaps,
is to the full as unneceffary as to have it ferved out of
golden veflels, and be waited on by noblemen, as is done
in Pegu. M. pE BU¥FFON, p. 143, fuppofes the con-
fumption of provifioh by a wild elephant to amount to
150 pounds of grafs and roots daily; and in the Memoires
pour ferviy a PHif. des Animaux we find, that in the laft
century, an elephant in the menagerie at Verfailles, was
reckoned to be very fufficiently fed with 8o pounds of

bread,
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br‘cnd, two buckets of foup, and twelve bottles of wine
¢hery day. This clephant died in its 17th year, but would,
perhaps, have lived longer, if it had not not been fed quite
fo plentifully; as otherwife the age of an elephant is
reckoned 150, 200, and even 300 years, or more. Per-
haps a young one brought up at the Cape, would be con-
tented with diftiller’s wafh, grains, cabbage, and other ve-
getables, together with parboiled barley, malt, or wheat.
Wine being not very wholefome for them, might be very
well difpenfed with; but as by promifing it liquors, this
animal may be made to exert itfelf to a greater degree
than ufual, it might not be amifs to give it a few bottles
of wine now and then. However, as wine in this colony
is at a very low price, the expence with regard to this ar-
ticle 1s likewife tolerable: neverthelefs, it cannot be de-
nied, but that even at the Cape it muft be difficult to find
fo large an animal as this in provifion; but, on the other
hand, it muft be remembered, what great advantages may
be gained by keeping them; for befides that the elephant
1s extremely docile, fenfible, and obedient, its ftrength is
very confiderable. It is faid to be able with its trunk, to
lift two hundred weight on to its fhoulders from the
ground without the leaft difficulty, and to carry goods to
the amount of three thoufand two hundred weight with
eafe and pleafure. 1t is likewife able to pull up trees by
the roots with its tufks, and break the branches off with
its fnowt (vid. BurroN, L. ¢. p. 41, 42;) nay, with this
fingular inftrument it can ‘untie knots with- great readinefs,
open locks; and take up the fmalleft piece of money from
the ground.

¢« But
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“ But to give an idea (fays M. de Burron) of the fer-
vice this animal is capable of doing, it is fufficient to mé.i=~
tion, that all the cafks, facks, and packs which are fent
from one place to another in the Indies, are conveyed by
clephants ; that they are capable of carrying burthens on
their backs, necks, tufks, and even in their mouths, by
means of a rope, one end of which is given to them, and
which they hold between their teeth; that being endued
with as much intelligence as ftrength, they take care not
to break nor do any damage to the parcels entrufted to
their care; that they take them from off the beach into
the boats without fuffering them to be wet, layving them
down gently, and adjufting them in their proper places;
that when they have put them into the place where they
were ordered, they try with their trunks, whether they
{tand {fafe or not; and if a cafk is in danger of rolling,
they will go and get ftones of their own accord to fet
againft it.”

So that it is no wonder, that an animal of fuch great
utility fells in India for mine, or ten, nay, cven as high as
thirty-fix thoufand livres (vid. l. ¢. p. 43.) Thefe animals
would be found particularly ferviceable in bringing timber
from Houtniquas and Grost Vaders-bofch, and in tranfport-
ing goods between the Capi and Bay-FaLso; efpecially
as, according to BUFFON, p. 42. they can with great eafe
perform a journey of fifteen or twenty leagues a day, and
twice as much if you puth them on. They make as
much way in their walk as a horfe does in his ufual trot,
and in running as a horfe does in a gallop, (1. ¢.) “When
in fome places they are difturbed by the hunters at the

3 Cape,
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Cape, and find no woods there to fhelter them, they do
il {top before they get feveral days journey from the fpot
where they were.  As the elephants in this colony are
now become more wary, withdrawing into Sitficamma and
other woody tracts of country where they are difficult to
get at, or far up the country on the north fide of Fi/ch-
rivier and into Cafferland, people have lately been lefs in-
clined to hunting them than they were for feveral years
back; efpecially as they are obliged to fell all the ivory to the
company, which pays by the pound lefs by one half for
the {mall tufks than what it does for the large ones: for
which reaton, the peafants frequently {muggle the {mall
tuiks to the Cape in their butter-tubs, with a view to get
fomewhat better payment for them trom the private mer-
chants. Many years back, when the elephants were to be
found near the Cape, nine or ten people (feveral of whom
were living when I was there) particularly diftinguifhed
them{elves by their fuccefs in thooting thefe animals, though
not without undergoing fome danger and hunger, and the
greateft difliculties for many months together ; after which,
on the other hand, they would in an equal, or perhaps
much fhorter period of time, as freely and prodigally {pend
what they had earned in thefe expeditions, which might
be from an hundred to three hundred rixdollars a man.
‘The confequence of this was, that a confiderable num-
ber of elephants have been extirpated : neverthelefs, it is
agreed on all hands, that this is a mere nothing in com-
parifon of the number of thofe that efcape; as fometimes
one fees them in flocks to the amount of feveral hundreds
or even thouiands, though, perhaps, one is not able to

thoot
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thoot above one of them: {fo that they, probably, herd
together in infinitely greater numbers about the more re~
mote and unfrequented rivers in the other parts of Africa,
where, perhaps, they do not only find an afylum, but even
exercife dominion over mankind; while the people that
inhabit thofe parts are without the knowledge of gun-
powder, an article of fuch various utility, thc invention of
which people are fo univerfally of accord to find fault
with, the great ufe of which, however, in the confervation
and civilization of our {pecies (though I have never heard
acknowledged by any one) it does not appear to me diffi-
cult to percetve; a great many Negroes, for want of pow-
der and fire-arms, being obliged to make their dwellings
under-grourd, merely on account of the elephants; by
which, however, they have often the mortification of {ce-
g their plantations defhroyed.

The Hottentots that I took into my fervice near Zondags-
riviery told me, that in a hunting party, {fome of their ac-
quaintance had got an elephant’s cub for their fhare,
which followed them to their craa/, where they had killed
it, and feafted on its. leth., The mother,who probably had
at length traced it out by the fcent, went at night, when
it was dark, to the craal, and; by way of revenge, de-
ftroyed and turned every thing fhe found topfy turvy.

Both Negroes and Hottentots lay {fnares for thefe animals
by means -of pits which they make, covering them over
neatly afterwards, in places where the elephants are ufed to
pafs, but the quantity caught by this method is very inconfi-
derable. 1 have alfo been told, that the Hottentots are
fometimes adventurous enough to throw poifoned.darts at

an
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an clephant, after which they muft have the patience to
foilow the animal feveral days by the fcent, before the
poifon 1s capable of fpreading over its huge body, and of
caufing it to fall.

The Negroes, who, according to certain private infor-
mation I have received, mutually buy and fell the tail of
the elephant at the price of its weight in gold (or, accord-
ing to M. DE BUFFON, p. 63,) exchange it in the way of
barter for two or three flaves, induced by fome fuperfti-
tious notion, have the boldnefs to cut it off from the body
of the living animal. The Hottentots, however, fet no
more value upon it than they do upon the tails of the buf-
falo or other animals, which they carry in their girdles,
as tokens of their dexterity and {uccefs in hunting.

I brought the tail of an elephant home with me. The
ikin of it being firipped from the tail itfelf a foot, is two
inches broad, and about the thicknefs of a thin ox’s hide.
Probably on the body of the animal, when alive, this tail
was {carcely thicker than a man’s thumb.

From the tip of it, and near it to about a foot higher
up, on the outfide, grow fome &iff fmooth hairs, of a
glofly black colour, and fourteen or fifteen inches long, in
all to the number of about one hundred and eighty, of
the thicknefs of middling packthread or iron wire. Thefe
hairs are not hollow, but of a homny nature throughout
their whole fubftance ; a great many of them, however, are
tough, and will bear to be doubled or tied in knots with-
out breaking, and can fcatcely be fnapped afunder by the
firength “of 'a man, and would therefore be ufeful for
making beards-to fithing-hooks; though fome of them,

Yor. L X % on
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1775 on the other hand, are very brittle. The greater part are

wﬂ rather flat than round, and many of them very uneven
and a little twifted, while fome are thicker towards the
point. Perhaps thefe hairs are not to be found upon every
elephant, but only upon the large and old ones; as feveral
of my acquaintance, who have feen thefe animals in the
menageries of Peterfburgh and Paris, could not recollect
having obferved thefe hairs, juft as I have been defcribing
them, and fhewed to them at the time.

Foffil elephants teeth, perhaps, are feldom to be had at
the Cape; probably from their not having dug deep any
where thereabouts, and from the Hottentots having long
fince catched up and carried away fuch as, after the death
of any elephant, may have been to be found near the {ur-
face, and likewife from the Caffres being accuftomed to
make bracelets of {fuch as they can procure. Seafaring men,
however, who have vifited the eaftern coaft of Africa, have
informed me, that they have ivory there either for barter
or for fale, in a much greater quantity than it is probable
the barbarous inhabitants could themfelves procure by
hunting. This likewife accords with what I think I re-
member to have read in fome old writers of voyages. A
farmer told me, that when he lived in the diftrict of Cango
in this colony, he had found fome elephants teeth, not in
the leaft damaged, three feet uader ground, which he
imagined had been buried there in former times by the
Hottentots as a treafure, It is likewife poffible, that they
might have been buried by degrees, and in procefs of time
by the winds raifing the fand and duft near them, and af-
terwards were farther covered over by the mowld preduced

by



CAPE oF GOOD HOPE.

by decayed trees and vegetables. As likewife people at "
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the Cape are very little ufed to pry into the bowels of the ‘A~

earth, there perhaps ftill lie buried, from the like caufes,
in feveral fpots thereabouts, a hundred times this quan-
tity of elephants teeth, It has, however, much more puz-
zled the philofophers with their fyftems and conjectures
to explain, how elephants teeth and bones, as well as the
remains of the rhinoceros, fhould get to the cold latitude
of Siberia, where, by the name of relicks of the Mawm-
mouth, (an imaginary fubterraneous animal,) they are dug
up in greater quantities than any where elfe.

In the mean while, till this matter is cleared up, as after
the whole is mefe conjecture; M. pE Burron, for inftance,
(fee his Supplement, of late refuted with great folidity by M.
MARIVETZ, Pbyfique du Monde, Tom. 1.) modifying the earth
according to his own fancy, and, after having previoufly
brought it to a {welling heat, fuppofing it firft began to
cool at Siberia and near the pole, at which time the crea-
tion of elephants, &c. took place ; others again drowning
it in a deluge, in order to have an opportunity of carrying
thither by the torrent the rhinoceros and elephant from
the warmer climates of Afia: I, for my part, could wifh,
that thefe great men with their fyftems, would allow them
quietly to take their own courfe, and to get to Siberia on
their feet. No eafier method at leaft, none more natural,
nor more confiftent with the conftant practice of other
migrating animals can poffibly be thought of. Whois
not, for inftance, acquaifited with the pertinacious migra-
tions from time to time of the lemings (mus lemmus,) where

they muft in the end be frozen and famifhed to death, in
XX 2z cafe
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eafe they chance to efcape in the mean time, being made a

v~/ prey to ravenous animals,- or being drowned in croffing

rivers.

"The smus migratorius feu accedula of M. PALLAS, is ano-
ther inftance of this difpofition in animals to migrate. Of
the migration of antilopes, efpecially of the /pring-boks,
downwards to the Cape of Good Hope, 1 fhall have occafion
to make mention farther on. The more confiderable
peregrinations of locufts, indeed, will, perhaps, be of no
avail, as examples in the cafes of quadrupeds; but thofe
produced above are fufficient to make it probable, that ele-
phants likewife are {ubject to migrations, either from fome
motive equally unknown with that of the lemings, or for
certain reafons which offer, as it were, of themfielves to
our conjettures: for inftance, a confiderable increafe in
the number of thefe animals, their want of food, the in~
conveniencies attending an unufually dry and hot feafon,
their being molefted by mankind, or affrighted by the
eruptions of volcanos and earthquakes in their native {oil..

I put the too great increafe of the elephants in the fir{t
place, on account of the almoft incredible number one fecs
at the Cape of Good Hope, as wcll as the many centuries
this animal is {aid to live. If moreover we affume the
hypothefis, that the fouth-eaft part of Afia, which is at
prefent inhabited by a numerous and prolific race of men,
viz, the Chinefe, had been as favourable to the in-
creafe of elephants, mote efpecially in the firft ages of the
world, which are fuppofed to have been the moft fertile
in all the produions of nature ; it will naturally follow;
that the numbers of thefe animals. would, fome 'time_l.\on

ather, .
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other, have received fo great an augmentation; that the
fcarcity of food, and the mutual confli¢ts between different
herds of clephants, muft have obliged fome of them to feek
their fubfiftence elfewhere.

Dry and hot fummers would naturally have increafed this
deficiency of food for elephants, and accelerated their re-
moval; and at the fame time, for the fake of coolnefs, de-
termined their courfe towards the north, and finally to Si-
beria. I am very ready to believe with natural philofo-
phers, that this latter country was formerly not fo cold
as it is at prefent; but cannot {fuppofe it to have been by
any means warm enough to harbour elephants, excepting
indeced in {fummer time, as it is well known, that our
Lapland fummers, though fhort, are yet extremely warm.

Swarms of elephants having thus, for one or more caufes,
left their native habitations, and by degrces, or, perhaps,
by a hafty and fudden removal, having arrived at a great
diftance from it, in more fevere climatcs, and been there
overtaken by a cold autumn or winter, it would be no won-
der, if they had got out of their latitude, and fpread them-
felves fill farther into Siberia and the neighbouring coun-
tries; and there having perifhed, have been buried at greater
or lefs depths by earthquakes, by the falling in of fteep
mountains, and by rivers changing their courfe, and at
lenigth have left to inquifitive pofterity evident monuments
of their migrations.

A journey of about twenty-five or thirty degrecs, or
about one thoufand one hundred and forty .miles, between
China and Siberia, cannot be looked upon as long for ele+

phants,
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phants, as I have already obferved at p. 334, that thefe
animals can with eafe travel to the extent of a degree, or
twenty leagues in a day, or fometimes twice as much : and,
indeed, according to L’4frique de MaARMOL, Tom. L. p. 58,
when they are put to it, they will make, in the fpace of
ope day, fix days journey.

By the account I have given of the elephants at the Cape,
I find that 1 have been induced to dwell with fome pro-
lixity on the hiftory of this animal. I would therefore wifh,
in order to make it the more complete, to quote from different
naturalifts and writers of travels fome remarkable paffages,
which tend greatly to illuftrate the underftanding and dif-
pofition of the elephant.
¢ In India they were once employed in launching of
fhips. One was directed to force a very large veffel into
the water; the work proved {uperior to his ftrength; his
mafter, with a farcaftic tone, bid the keeper take away this
lazy beaft, and bring another in his ftead; the poor ani-
mal inftantly repeated his efforts, fradtured his fcull, and
died on the {pot.” (PENNANT'S Hiff. of Quad. p. 155,
from LupovrH. Com. in Hift, Aibiop.)

“ In Delii an elephant, pafling along the ftreets, put his
¢rupk into a taylor’s fhop, where feveral people were at
work; one of them pricked the. end of it with his needle.

‘The beaft paffed on, but. in the next dirty puddle filled

his trunk with water, returned to the thop, and fpurting
every drop among the people who had offended him, fpoilt
their work.” (PewN. / ¢ from Hawmirtan's Hiftory of

the EasT~INDiES.)
¢ An
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“ An ¢lephant in 4dfimeer, which often paffed through e
the bazar or market, as he went by a certain herb-woman, E‘:\m-\.)

always received from her a mouthful of greens. At length
‘}}e was feized with one of his periodical fits of rage, broke
jrom Dhis fetters, and ruvnning through the market, put

/the crowd to flight ; and among others this woman, who

in hafte forgot a little child fhe had brought with her.
The animal, recollecting the {pot where his benefaétrefs
was wont to fit, tcok up the infant gently in his trunk,.

and placed it in fafety on a ftall before a neighbouring .

houfe.” (PENN. from TERRY’s Poyage.)

¢ Another in Dekan not having received the arrack it
had been promifed by its cornac or governor, by way of
revenge killed him. ‘The cornac’s wife, who was an eye-
witnefs to this, took her two children and flung them be-
fore the elephant, faying, Now you have deftroyed their
father, you may as- well put an end to their lives and
mine. It inftantly ftopped, relented, took the greateft of
the children, pladed him on its neck, adopted him for its
cornac, and never afterwards would permit any body elfe
to mount it.” (BurroN, Tom. XL p. 77, from the Mar~
quis DE MONTMIRA1L.

If the elephant is of a revengeful ddpofition, it is like-
wife equally remarkable for gratitude. A foldier at Pon-
dicherry, who was accuftomed, whenever he received the
portion that came to his fhare, to-carry a certain quantity
of it to one of: thefe animals, having one day drank rather

too freely, and findihg h¥nfelf purfued by the guards,.

who wete going to take him to prifon, took refuge un-
der the elephant’s body and fell afleep. In vain did the

4 guard !
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ard try to force him from this afylum, as the elephant

A~y proteéted him with his trunk. The next morning the

foldier, recovering from his drunken fit, fhuddered with
horror to find himfelf firetched under the belly of this
huge animal. The elephant, which, without doubt, per:
ceived the man’s embarraffiment, careflcd him with his
trunk, in order to infpire him with courage, and make
him underftand, that he might now depart in fafety.
(BurrFoN, p. 78.)

A painter was defirous of drawing the elephant which
was kept in the menagerie at Verfailles in an uncommon
attitude, which was that of holding his trunk raifed up in
the air with his mouth open. The painter’s boy, in or-
der to keep the animal in this pofture, threw fruit into
his mouth ; but as the lad frequently deceived him, and
made an offer only of throwing him the fruit, he
grew angry; and, as if he had known, that the painter’s in-
tention of drawing him was the caufe of the affront that
was offered him, inftead of revenging himfelf on the lad,
he turned his refentment on the mafter, and taking up a
quantity of water in his trunk, threw it on the paper on
which the painter was drawing, and fpoiled it. (Mesm. pour
Jervir a PHift. des Animaux, par Meffieurs de I’ Adcad. des
Sciences, Part 1IL)

On the 4th we came to Lzemn—éo_/i'b a little wood fo
called, on a river of the {‘a.me name, from the circumftance
of its having been formerly in a peculiar manner inhabit-
ed by lions. At this time there lived here a flave of each
fex, for the purpofe of tending a few cattle belongmg to
a farmer, and of preferving the corn-ficlds from the in-

loads.
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roads of the gazels. The flave’s hut compofed the whole | '775;
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of the buildings on the premifes, befides an open fhed, A~

under which we took our night’s lodging.

On the sth we entered into S#¢ficamma, where we vifit-
‘ed the three firft farmers that lay in our road. Asin this
province there were various unknown plants, and no natu-
ralift had been there before us;’'we ftaid there till the
12th, when we took our departur’?, and fet off for Zee-
koe, or Sea-cow-river; and finally, from the 15th to the
conclufion of the 'mont__hgl took up our lodging in a farm
fituated at the lower or fouthern ferry-place of this river.

On the eaftern fide of Leenwen-bofch the country may be
faid to be a champain or open country, the long range of
hills, by the fide of which we had travelled all the way
from the Cape, terminated here, or elfe running on to
the north. - This traét of land feems to come under the
charaéter I have given of the Sweet grafs-fields and plains

towards the fhore. The fame may be faid of the hither
part of Srtficamma, which, efpecially near the fhore, was

extremely low and {fandy.

The myrica cerifera is likewife to be found here, as
well as at the Dayven, or Doves, as they are called at the
Cape. The greenifh wax-like and tallowy fubftance, with
which at a certain time of ‘the year the berries are cover-
ed, and which is probabiy formed by infedts; being ufed
by the inhabitants ‘for making candles, which burn rather
better than thofe prepared from tallow.

On the plains I faw mumerous herds of the antilope
dorcas, (ox.bartbesft, vide Plate I. Vol. 11.) ‘4nd likewife faw
the ’gnomexre, or little gazel, I {fpoke of at p. 279.

Vou. L. Yy The



346 A VOYAGE T0 THE

o  The interior part of Sitficamima is aid to confiflt of an im-

A~/ penetrable foreft. Two Hottentots, who withed to penetrate
through it from the Houtniguas ide; are faid to have been
obliged, after having made a fruaitle(s attempt during ten o1
twelve days, to turn back ggein;happy to have reached home'
in fafety. = They pem#ed % great Humber-of elephants,
with feveral broad beafi “, tracks made by thefe animals,
but which extended on yfmm north to fouth, {0 as to ter-
minate and lofe themfelves in thick woods either near the
fhore; or at’ the range of mountains which feparates Si-
Sficamme from Howniquas. Buffaloes are likewife found
there in great nufnbers. “

Kramwe—nwa' itfelf at its mouth, or where it empties it-
felf into the fea, is very broad and deep; fo that thips might
lie at :ﬁnchor in qt yery canunodxmﬁy, if the {ca-breezes
and t'im furge, ‘which, probably, are ¢very day ‘varying the
#hape of this coaft, had not blocked up the mouth of it.

*. Zeekve-rivier, which in feveral places had been deep
enﬁug‘h to harbour a great umber of thofe large animals
called /en-cows,:: (brppnpammm amp.&z&tm, Plate IV. Vol. 11.)
from: V»Ihmh it derives its name, we now-found fo much
choaked up with fand near the fea-fide, that we could
go over it dry-fhod R
. In Kromme-yivie y the firbge "':tha"'liveﬁ"on the {fpot had
bmght thafe I&nhﬁﬁ&"ii' tys "‘kr, ‘that I faw them

mming up and ¢ e in broad day-light, and
often fick their pofrils i :ﬁsut t:f the water, in order to
blow themfelves ' & D

On the' hmghts m\:ﬁr ”&e upper ‘farin on Zeckoe-rivier
grew theé bread-tree (brovd-boorm) oF the Hottentots, g}xfco-

VEIP s
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vered by Prafeflor THUNBERG, and of which he has given N 75

a defcription and drawing by the name of Cycar Caffras in 3:’1:;
the Nova difa Reg. Soc. Sciemt. Up/. Vol. 1I. p. 283.
}Tab V. The pith or -marrow (medulla) which abounds
in the trunk of this little palm, is collected and tied up in
dreflgd calf or fheep-fKinsy anq then buned in the earth for
the {pace of {everal weeks, till it bemmes fufficiently mel-
low and tender to be kneaded up with water into a pafte, of
which they afterwards make {mall loaves or cakes, and bake
them under the athes. -, (For a fuller defcnppnn of thzs vide
1. ¢.) Other Hottentots, not guite fo nice, ner. endued
with patience enough to wait this tedious method of pre-
paring it, are faid to dry and roaft the marrow, and after-
wards make a kind of -brown frumenty of 'it, This ¢ycays
grows likewife near the Drie Fonteins in Lange-kloof.

In all Sitficasmma there were but eight farms. - Among
other rare and carious vegetables, it is faid there is a kind
of fig-tree in the woods here, which is of a lofty gigan-
tic growth, with undivided leaves; and the fruit of it is as
good, if not better, ‘than that produced from thofe which
are cultivated in our gardens.

At Slangen-riviery two 'years before my arrival in thefe
parts, a fhip is faid to have fent a boat afthore, the crew
of which filled feveral caflss with water 3 and ‘afterwards,
going directly on'board the fhips, fet faui befare any of
the colonifts could éome ap'to fpeak with them. Having
had an opportunity of: tﬂhpg obfervations.on, and of laying
down onmy ‘map‘along kradkiof the coaft ‘between Sizfi-
camma ' and Zondags-vivier, and being obliged to beftow
names on two remarkable -points  projeCting. from it, I

Yy thought
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thought proper to name them after two experienced Swedifh
navigators, who at the fame time have deferved the ap-
probation .of the public by the charts they have given of
the African .coaft, I mean the Captains EXEBERG and
BurTz. The former ‘has given the world a good chart
and defcriptioni of Fable and Falfe-bays. 'The other in his
later voyages has added to the obfervations made by the
former gentleman upon thefe places, and has extremely
well laid down the coaft between Mofel-bay and the Cape;

during the penod ‘that, “being on his return from China i
the SWEdJﬂl Eaﬁ-lndmmnn, the Stockbolm Slhtt, he had
the mmforrtune to be detained for a confiderable length of

Itlmc by contrary “mds, in confequence of his fhip’s hav-

ing loft her rudder. Captam Burtz likewife kindly com-
mumcatéd té: me the views of the country as'they are feen
from the fea, which are placed at the top of my map.
The little ifland which I have placed near PoiNT EXF-
BERG I have, in fa&, never feen myfelf, but thought it
rlght, at all events, to lay down 'on’that {fpot; as Captain
BURTZ was induced by an old Portuguefe chart, that gives
a tolerable idea of the coaft, to conclude, that the bay called
1n it Bay-conjlant, where there is*“a" little *ifland near the
pomt, is the fame inlet that X have laid down near Krommie-
rivier ; fo that, bein»g'---on ¥ | '-peﬁibly ‘might not be
ﬁtuated fo as to fee ¢ né from the continent.
Here it is likéwil “to “rematk, that all the
5 . charts _'fem ‘coaft'of Africa hitherto
known, are faulty i fig TM éxtent of-it to the ‘eaft-
ward much’ 1efs than”$t eéall ', 5, anid than I found* it 10
be in my journey dv@‘ﬁnd. * I'am likewife fenfible, that
man’,
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many navigators have, in the courfe of their voyages, taken
notice of the fame error ; and among them Captain Coox,
at the time when, being on his return from his firft voyage
)101md the globe in the Endeavour, he fell in with this
coaft unawares. Moreover,. «during our ftay near Sea-cow-
river, a fhip was feen one evenmg under full fail making
dire@tly for the fhore, and did not tack about till the was
almoft too near. I afterwards learnt at the Cape, that
this was a Dutch, veflel; and that from the chart the car-
ried with her, fhe had not expeéted to come upon the
coaft nearly fo foon, nor had fhe perceived it till juft be-
fore fhe had tacked about. My hoft, who, while the vei-
fel was hovering about the coaft, had rode along with me
to a part of the thore higher than the reft, could diftin-
guith the fhip’s crew from thence; but it feems that none
of them faw us, probably on account of {fome mift or ex-
halation proceeding from the land.

I remember to have.read fomewhere in an Englifh Ma-
gazine an account of the. Doddmgton, an Englith Eaft-India-
man, having fuffered fhipwreck on an ifland or rock fituated
in 33: deg. or, more, probably, 32 : S. lat. near the
caftern coaft of Africa. This account rnentions, that two
perfons rowed in a fkiff from the wreck to ‘the continent,
where, as foon:as they: amved, whlch was tewards the
evening, wearied: out: m{h hard: labour, they turned the
boat topfy turvy; and. cmpt m;der it:in order to go to reft;
notwithftanding which:they were in, great danger from the
wild beafts, (probably, the @wna,r or, t:gm—wo[w.r) which
endeavoured: to fqueeze them{'elves in: under the boat in

order to get at them.. The next morning they met with
the
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the wild inhabitants of the country, (ia,all kelihood the
Bo/bies-men) who took from them a brace of piftols and their
clothes ; though after a little cenfideration, and on the
failors earneftly entreating them on theirknees, they fuffer-
ed them to keep thcn' bqati apd. Parss and return to theu
difattrous ifland, as mbgn"‘afyiumi wheme they at length,
together with. fome’ ‘mare of the crew, proceeded in a bark
made out of the wreck to the. northward, - and came to a
nation that abounded, in cattle and ¢lephants tegth, (pro-
bably the Gaﬁ'res) where they were very kindly received,
8c, ‘On recolledting my{elf, and comparing this account
with one I had from the g.ulomﬁs, it appears to me that
this ﬂnp was wr&cked nght before the mouth of Zondags-
rivier s a8 about twenty. or thirty years ago, a {moke was
feen proceeding from the ifland fitwated there. A farmer
of th.r.: name ‘of VEREIR A, Who at that time was a hunting
of elepham;s mn th:.s diftrict, had bought of the Hottentots
a piftol and a piece of red cloth, ‘which they faid they had
got of fame peopie who had. mme to them from fea. The
colamﬁs hkawafe mformed me,. tl;at a year after this event,
a dogger was {ent from the Cape, at the requeft of the
Englith Eai’c-lndm company, in erder. to. {earch for the
above-mentwned zﬂands, and the goeds tha; were left
RACKy #8 they thought

cGuting; his tcom It per-
labpur to bmld a boat at Zo#-
arch forthefe fmall iflands;- but

ng from  the fea to find them, it
would be neceffary that-fomebody. thould have previonfly
obferved the true latituide on the continent dizedly. oppo-
fitg

dag5~r:wer, with a‘w._,,
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fite to them; after which, by making fignals Ly fires, the

fame place might eafily be difcovered. I often faw the )

above-mentioned iflands from Posxnz Padyon in the harbour
of Krakekamma.

The farm near Sm—cm-ﬁ'wr, where we took up our
head quarters from the 15th to the 3oth, belonged to an
honeft old colonift; by | natmn, if 1 remember right, a HefTian.
He was a fenfible, aétive, ingenious man, and confequently
had got his farm into the beft order; upon ‘which he
had built many more tenements, than 'we had feen on any
farm we had hitherto vifited in the whole courfe of our
journey. ‘The main body of the houfe alone confifted of
fix rooms. He had a great number of Hottentot fervants,
as well as cattle ; but had laid the fmmdatmn of his for-
tune by hunting elephants. Having been a great traveller
himfelf in his youth, he wifhed to render us every fervice
that lay in his power; oﬁ‘enng to affift us with a good
Hottentot guide, who was it the fame time an excellent
fhot, as foon as he heard that we mtended to expofe otr-
felves to all the dangers and hardﬁnps that might arife in
the courfe of an expedition of ‘one hundred leagues, be-
tween that place and Emng:e.r Hoogte, for the fake of bota-
nizing and hunnng * But, unluckily for us, thf: corn-har-
veft was now 117pmach1ng""':t'_ beginning 6n ‘the 23d of this
month ; befides  Which, " mmwn of his " Hottentot labourers
were laid up with ‘a bilious' feve

- ¥wias therefore’ abliga_d m Wt tﬂl the harve{t ‘Was over,
and to' forward it with ait the aff ée my F Sttentots could
give. ‘1t the mean time’ he' del&gated to me the province
of attending and curimg the fick, and that with the greater

confi~
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confidence, as I had juft before made two female Malabar
ilaves belonging to a neighbour of his, find their legs again,
who, out of mere idlenefs, had kept their beds for feveral
days under pretence of illnefs. Three flaves of the fame
nation, likewife belonging to- this neighbour of his, alfo
recovered by my -affiftance from a bilious- fever; one of
them, who had but juft before fallen ill, was cured by a
ftrong decoction of tobacco; the only emetic I juft then
had at hand. - She bore, however, {everal tea-cups full of
this (hfgu{’cmg liquor” before it operated. The other two,
who had lain above twelve days, at laft got over the difor-
der by an-alteration in- their diet; but two other flaves,
who were likewife Malabars, had juﬁ before died here of the
famhe fever. A violent bleeding at the nofe was faid to have
fupervened a Thort time before death, and immediately after
it the’ gall guﬂled out in great quantities through their nof-
trils ; a ctrcum{tance, to which the affiftants, very injudici-

'ouﬂy keeping the frefh air from them with the greateft

care, by covering them up with ‘the bed-clothes and fhut-
ting the doors quite clofe, did not a little contribute.
‘With the'Chriftians: the- diforder was at the height on

the third ‘day, but with the flaves and Hottentots on the
'ﬁfth or feverith.

T obferved that ‘the Hottertots complained much of a
pain in their’ ‘heads and Hiecks;” and fometimes in their
fhoulders. This piin’vanifhed 4nd moved downwards into
their arms and legs, - (fﬂ“‘thm they: were not ‘able to ftand)
as foon as the dxﬁ')rdvé? ¢hanged for the better; which-moftly

_happened after'the admitiiftrdtion of emetics. Ina Chriftian

girl the crifis came on with+violent pains in the feet. .
The
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The pulfe was, it muft be owned, tolerably high ; thof
that tried venefedtion, however, obtained no relief from it,
and were, notwithftanding, troubled with a bleeding at the
nofe in the courfe of the diforder. The whitcs of the eyes
remained yellow.a long while, excepting in fuch as had
vomited {fufficigntly, -and by that means a metaftafis of the
pains was made from the neck to the legs and fect. The
fick Hottentots belonging to my laft hoft Jacos Kok, who
had been juft captured, and, by pafling into his fervice,
had made too fudden a tranfition from their favage man-
ner of living, bore very dangerous dofes before they could
be made to vomit, For this purpofe, befides the tobacco,
I made ufe of vimum esneticum, [eu aqua benedicla rulandi,
which I prepared according to the Difpenf{ary of the Lon-
don college for 1762, viz. two ounces of croc. antim. lot.
in a bottle of commen Cape wine.

Though fixty drops of this was {ufficient to caufe a pretty
violent vomiting in a Hottentot girl of fifteen years of age,
brought up from her infancy amaeng the Chriftians, and
likewifle in feveral adults, that made ufe of it at the Cape,
yet four ounces had not the leaft effect on three Hottentot
girls of about the fame age, whom I had under my care all at
one time; I was obliged, therefore, to force them to fwallow
pieces of fhag tobaccoin fubftance,andto drink {everal bafons
of the tobacco deco&ion, before 1 could bring them to vomit.

To two flender and diminutive youths, who were newly
captured, I gave, by degrees, feveral fpegnfuls of the aqua
benedidia - above-mentipned, till each of them had taken
about ‘twe ounces of it, after which it began to operate.
A youth of abeut twenty years of age, who had been very

VoL L Zz lately
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w7 lately caught, took eleven grains of -gummi gutta, but did not

v feem to feel the leaft effe@t from it; upon which I gave him,
aswell as to an old Hottentot newly captured, fortyand above
vears of age, (both of them lean and {lender) feveral tea-
cups full of the agua benediéia, which was now very thick
and full of fediment, taking care at the fame time to fhake
up all the crocus of antimony from the bottom of the bottle.
At firft 1 trembled myfelf for the confequences which might
enfue from fuch large dofes, but found that they had very lit-
tle effect, till 1 let the patient fwallow, all at once, a foot at
leaft in fubftance of tobacco cut in pieces, and drink feveral
large bafons full of aftrong infufion of tobacco, and at the
fame time fwallow down the tobacco of which the infufion
was made. Nay, [ was obliged into the bargain, to empty
Mr. IMmMELMAN’s {nuff-box into the throat of the younger
of them, in order to encourage the vomiting : the opera-
tion was for all that very moderate in this cafe ; otherwife,
the more bile the patients vomited, the fooner they got
well, viz. in the {pace of about two or three days.

A fat bouncing Hottentot' woman, who had been feveral
years with the Chriftians, either feigned or fancied herfelf
fick. 1have great reafon to helieve, that fhe pretended to
be {o, in order to have the pleafure of fwallowing the pieces
of tobacco, and the tobacco decoétion, which I fo liberally
diftributed on this occafion. Here it muft be obferved, that
I placed the fick in the thade near the front door, and ad-
miniftered the medicines myfelf, in order to be able to
judge the better of their.opeération ; but muft confefs, that
I was amazed to find thefe people’s ftomachs require fuch
large dofes of fo bitter and ftrong a poifon, as is tobecco.

Though,
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Though, in fa&, it is to the full as aftonifhing, to fee the .
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colonifts, particularly fuch of them as have becn bred in A~

India, eat greedily of fo pungent and fiery a {ubftance as raw
capficum, juft as if it was a piece of bread or a fweet-meat.
As a prefervative for the health, I made every body in the
family take a {poonful of vinegar, with frefh rue, fafting;
after which, nobody was attacked with the diforder.

On the 29th, the Hottentots in the neighbourhood afk-
ed the permiffion of their mafters to have a ball and dance,
in compliment to my Hottentots, who had rendered them
the effential fervice of affifting them in getting in their
corn, and were now fhortly going away. Their requeft
was granted, and as {foon as the moon began to thine, the
ball was opened al frefco. About twenty perfons of both
{exes joined in this dance, which was kept up till paft mid-
night with the greateft {pirit; and, indeed, I may fay,
without the leaft intermiflion. The ball, however, did
not finith with this ; but they went afterwards under co-
ver, and, fitting all round in a ring, kept {winging the
upper part of their bodies backwards and forwards with a
flow and even motion, finging all the while in a dull mo-
notonous manner. A drefled fkin was ftretched over a
kettle, on which they drummed with their fingers, in
unifon with the voice. _

The Hottentot woman, who had made or fancied
herfelf fick, in order to get fome of the tobacco decoction,
feemed to be the principal perfon that had the direction of
the dancing, as well as-the mufic, vocal and inftrumental.
Should the reader wifh for a more particular defcription of
this dance, I can fay little elfe concerning it, than that

Z 2z it
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1775 it is not to be defcribed, at leaft mot in all its dif¥erent

?\m° figures and movements. Neithery ihdeed, do I conceive,
that it was confined to any particular rules ; the chief in-
tention feeming to be, to, put the body into motion : for
which purpofe, every body hopped and jumped about both
by themfelves, and occafionally with each other; and doubt-
lefs with the fame intentions they wreathed, twined, and
twiited their bodies into every droll and uncommon atti-
‘tude their fancy led them to.. Though, perhaps, a Hot-
tentot might be induced to form the fame opinion of our
moft fafthionable dances. In the mean time it is pofli-
ble, that the Hottentot dance I have been endeavouring to
give fome idea of, was not totally without art in its kind,
as my Hottentots from Buffefiagts-rivier {aid they had never
feen fuch a one before, and that they were not capable of
joining in it. - Our hoft ‘and hoftefs, who likewife looked
on for a time, pointed out to me, however, two of their
country dances ; one was called the baboon-dance, in which
they imitated baboons or apes: this, as well as the others,
was diftinguifhed by a thoufand grimaces, the performers
now and then, moreover, going upon all fours. The other
was called the bee-dance, in imitation of a fwarm of bees.
In this every performer now appeared to make a buzzing
noife. In this manner the ball continued "till day-break,
when the greater part of the dancers were obliged to re-
turh to their daily labours.

I likewife at this time faw an inftance of the polygamy
practifed by the Hottentots, a practice, however, which is
faid to be very rare among them. ~An old Hottentot had
married two wives, and feemed in a manner very proud of

the
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the pofieffion of them, as doing credit to his manhood. I
was informed, however, that the ladies very ofteu quar-
relled, and not unfrequently came to blows; and that when
their fpoufe went to part them, they ufed both with one
accord to fall upen him, and wreak their vengeance upon
his hair~—In thefe times, when the Hottentots for the
greater part are flaves, it is not to be wondered at, that
their manners are fubject to changes. In the mcan while
I could not get any intelligence to be depended upon, how
far polygamy had been formerly more or lefs practifed.
The marriage ceremonies among the Bofhics-men, are faid
to be no other than fuch as are inevitably neceffary and
agreeable to nature, viz. the agreement of the parties and
con{fummation.

My hoft and hoftefs, who twenty years before had lived
nearer to the Cape, viz. at Groot Vaders Bojch, told me
they believed the report, that a mafter of the ceremonies
performed the matrimonial rites, by the immediate con-
{perfion of the bride and bridegroom with his own water,

was not without foundation; but that this was practifed.

only within their craals, and never in the prefence of any of
the colonifts. My Hottentots, whom I frequently queftioned
upon this {ubjeét, chofe neither to confefs the fact, nor ab-
folutcly to deny it, fo that probably this ufage is ftil re-
tained in {ome craals.

That the funeral ceremonies are alike with every diffe-
rent tribe of Hottentots, we are well affured, as likewife that
they are conducted in the following manner. The deceafed
is thruft either naked or with his cloak on, into {fome hole
in the earth, or f{ubterraneous paflage, where they gene-

rally
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_rally become a prey to fome wild beaft. However, they

\~~~ ufually {tuff a large bundle of brufh-wood, or bufhes, in-

to the aperture of this hole or paffage.®

I was very afliduous in my enquiries, in how far it was
true, that the Hottentots fecluded from f{ociety fuch as were
old and helplefs. The only perfon that could give me any
inftance of this cuftom being practifed, was my hoft. 1In his
younger days, being out a hunting in Krakekamma, in com-
pany with one VANDER WaAT, with whom I was likewife
acquainted, they obferved in the extenfive defert plains of
that diftri¢t, a little narrow {lip enclofed with bufhes and
brambles. Their curiofity being excited, they rode up to
it, and found within it an old blind female Hottentot, who,
at firft, as foon as fhe heard the Chriftians coming, en-
deavoured to crawl away and hide herfelf; but afterwards
made her appearance, though with a very four afpect: fhe
confefled, however, that fhe had been left to her fate by
the inhabitants of her clan. But neither did fhe defire
nor receive any affiftance from thefe Chriftians, nor, in-
deed, had they made any enquiries whether this was done
with or againft her confent.

Calling afterwards at the craal the belonged to, all the in-
formation they got there was, that the old woman had ac-
tually been left there in that manner by them. With
refpect to any conveniencies fhe might have about her,
they could perceive nothing, but a trough which contain-
cd a little water.,

Another cuftom, no lefs horrid, which has hitherto been
remarked by no one, but which I had fully confirmed to
me, 1s, that the Hottentots are accuftomed to inter, in cgfe of

6 the
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the mother’s death, children at the breaft alive. That
very year, and on the very {fpot, where 1 then dwelt, juft
before my arrival, there had been the following in-
ftance of it:

A Hottentot woman at this farm had died of the epidemis
fever. The other Hottentots, who did not imagine that
they fhould be able, neither did they chufe to rear the fe-
male infant fhe had left behind her, had already wrapt it
in a fheep-fKin alive, in order to bury it, together with its
deceafed mother; when they were prevented from accom-
plifhing their purpofe, by fome of the farmers in the neigh-
bourhood. The child, however, died foon after of con-
vulfions. My hoftefs, who at this time was rather in
years, informed me, that about fixteen or {feventeen ycars
before, fhe had lighted upon a Hottentot infant in the
diftri® of Zwellendam, which was bundled up in {kins in
the manner above-mentioned, and tied faft to a bufh,
near where the child’s mother had been newly buried.
The infant had fo much life left, as to be in a condition
to be recovered. It was afterwards brought up by Mrs.
Kok’s parents, but died at the age of cight or nine ycars.
From feveral inftances of this kind related to me by others
it follows, that children are never interred alive, or ex-
pofed, but when their neareft relatives, who are their
natural guardians, are dead: fo that I think we may con-
clude from this, that even fuperannuated people are never
expofed, but in cafe of their having no children nor near
relations to take care of them : and as thefe cafes may oc-
cur but feldom, it is not to be wondered at if this prac-
tice /fhould come to be lefs in vogue, and if confcquently

we
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we fhould not fo often hear of it.” In the mean time, what-
foever it be that has given rife to this cuftom, yet we
that have the happinefs of being in a more civilized ftate,
have certainly not without reafon accufed the Hottentots
of inhumanity on this occafion, - 8till, howevery they de-
{erve rather to be pitied, than to be reviled-and loaded with
reproaches on this account; for ‘on refleCting a little, we
thould, perhaps, find, that tob many perfons, €ven in-our
boafted civilized {focieties, are left aimoft deftitute and un-
affifted; or, perhaps, are entirely abandoned to their dread-

ful fate. Indeed I fear, that if we were fairly and ftrictly

to compare the failings and crimes of the Hottentots with
thofe of civilized nations, the iffue would turn out very
little to the honour of either, and fiill lefs to that of the
Iatter. And in fa&, if we impartially confider the con-

duct of mankind in a general view, we fhall not, per-

haps, find great reafon to flatter it : neither, indeed, would
this be the way eflentially to ferve our fellow-creatures,
as felf-love and flattery, “it is allowed on all hands, renders
us dangerous enemies to ourfelves; and the cafe is juft the
fame with regard to mankind in general.

On the 3oth, orthe day after the ball,: we prepared for
our departure. Our hoft,' who had hitherto entertained
us in a remarkably hofpitable manner; was even more
than commonly careful to provide us with every thing
that he thought we thould want on our journey. With
this view, he lent me a couple of good ferviceable draught-
oxen, in the place of two of miine; one of which could
not be made ufe of, on account of its having been bit by
a ferpent, nor the other by -reafon of its being in acvery

bad
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bad condition. He likewife, as I mentioned before, com-
plimented us with his beft Hottentot, whofe name was
PLATTJE, and whom he had always taken with him him-
{elf, in {feveral hunting parties he had made up the country,
to earry his arms for him, and affift in killing the game.
Our hoftefs, who was very well apprized that we fhould
not often find a table ready {pread for us in a defert of an hun-
dred z«urs in length, and that game did not-always abound
there, made up an excellent viaticum for us, confifting of a
box full of bifcuits, ten pounds of butter, and alarge wether
cut in pieces and falted in its own ikin; which, after being
taken off, was tied up again at each cnd with the meat in it,
{o as to ferve for a fack. The reft of our provifion confift-
ed of two loaves of coarfe bread, together with a bag of flour
for my Hottentots, who at this time were three in number.
During our abode here we found a vaft number of in-
fe&ts; and many {pecies which we had not feen before.
Among all thefe, what moft excited my admiration was z
zermes. On a warm day, about the conclufion of the
month, (1 forgot to fet down precifely the day) there came
out of the earth in feveral places thoufands of white in-
fects, in fhape fomewhat refembling ants.  Some of thefe
were about half an inch long, and had each of them four
wings, with which they foon began to fly about, and
fwarm round each other in the air like cphemerz, though
they were not obferved to copulate. When caught, their
wings came off remarkably eafily, efpecially if they
were not taken the greateft care of. Their bodies were
milk-white, and extremely foft, fo that one could
cafily fqueeze a white liquor out of them. During this,
Vor. L Aaa 1 like-
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ot 4 likewife faw thoufands of fmaller infeéts or ants, but with-

.~/ outwings, making their way out of the holes the former had
juft made in the earth. Thefe feemed very eafily enraged,
and were apt to bite; the heads were likewife larger in
proportion, and their jaws were more pointed and fharper
than thofe of the former. I colleted a fufficient quantity
of both forts, in order to prefent them to my entomological
friends, and particularly the largeft of them to Baron pe
GEER, who has-adopted them, in Tom. VII. of his Me-
moirs, p. 47. Plate XXXVIII. Fig. 1—4. by the name
termes Capenfe. This illuftrious author has the greater
reafon to call them by the name of termes, as he himfelf,
as well as Mr. FrisH, has difcovered a termes with the ru-
diments of wings.

It was at the diftance of a mile and a half from the farm,
on rather a woody {pot, that I difcovercd the Zermes Capenfe,
and obferved them piercing the ground in feveral places, and
with great impatience making their way through the furface.
As I was at that time taken up in attending my Hottentot
patients, the greater part of thefe animals difappeared by
the next morning, when I got back to the place of their
transformation ; fo that I could make no farther obferva-
tion on the ceconomy of thefe infets, which, in all pro-
bability, is highly wonderful. Neither can I fay with
any certainty, whether this #ermes Capenfis be the fame
fpecies with the white ants, (as they are called) which
build and inhabit thofe dark-grey hillocks of earth from
three to four feet i}igh, which I mentioned before, that the
fugitive Bofthies-men in Lange-kloof frequently explored to
no manner of purpofe: for feveral times, when I hadl an

8 opportunity,
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opportunity, or gave myfelf time to break into them, (and
that not without {ome trouble) in order to examine them,
I had the mortification to find the birds fled. But in the
ant-hills or clumps of earth of about a foot high, which
I explored on the mountains in Falfe-bay, 1 found a grey-
coloured kind of termes, or, as it is there called, pifmire,
fomewhat different from the white unwinged ones de-
fcribed above: but this was loft in my collection while I
was abfent on my voyage round the world, fo that I can-
not with any precifion determine to what fpecies it be-
longed. The {ame difagreeable accident happened to me
with refpect to another very diminutive {pecies of termes,
or white ant, which I got a fight of twice in the road be-
tween Bofbies-mans-rivier and Vifch-rivier. This ferimes
was not greater than our Zermes pulfatorium, or death-
watch; and, as well as I can remember, was very like the
white ant of the Eaft-Indies, or the termes fatale. Contrary
to all expedtation, thefe made their way out of the hard
ground, coming to be our guefts in confiderable numbers,
whenever we happeri# to fet our butter-tub, or any thing
fat or greafy belonging to our provender-cheft on the ground.
The winged ants firft-mentioned (zermes Capenfc) my
hoft had feen in a much greater quantity ; he likewife in-
formed me, that the Bo/bies-men and other Hottentots, who
were obliged to feek their own food themfelves, foon grew
fat and in good condition by eating thefe infects.  For this
purpofe, they were faid fometimes to boil them in their
earthen veflels, in the manner they ufually did grafhoppers;
and at other times to eat them raw, as I at that moment
faw -imy hoft’s Hottentots do with refpect to fome few which
Aaa 2 flew,
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flew, or rather were driven by the wind into their mafter’s
grounds; where the people being then bufy in getting in
their corn, neither could, nor, indeed, as they had plenty
of other food, did they need to {pend their time in catch-
ing thefe infects. As my hoft’s only fon likewife tafted
one of thefe winged' ants, I was induced to follow his
example. It feemed to me merely to feel cold in the
mouth, without any particular tafte; though with greens
it would, probably, make as good a difh as {eago, or crabs,
thofe fcorpion-like infects, which we have accuftomed our-
felves to eat in Europe. Inone part of Carnivliu near the
Danube, where they are ufed to collet ephemiera by the
cart-load for the purpofe of manuring their land, an in-
fect-eating race like the Hottentots would, doubtlefs, make
as good a feaft upon them, asthey do in Africa upon ants
and locufts. Whether the moft mifchievous fpecies of
tersnesy, the termes falale, Svit. Nat. or, as they are called,
the white ants of the Eaft and Weft-Indies, whether thefe
naturally inhabit the Cape, 1 cannot determine with any de-
gree of certainty; though it has beefbften afferted, that the
white ants fometimes come thither with the Eaft-India
thips, and neftle themf{elves in there for fome time. Mr.
IMMELMAN’s parents told me, that a brick floor, laid upon
the bare earth in the lower part of the houfe, funk all at
once to the extent of about four feet {quare and two feet
deep: and it was found, that this unexpeted mine proceed-
ed from fome white ants, which had made their nefts be-
neath the flooring, and from thence likewife had begun
to form avenues to the pantry. However, they deftroyed
at once the whole colony of thefe unwelcome gueft}, by

pouring



CAPE oF GOOD HOPE

pouring boiling water upon them. Otherwife people are
wont, according to the accounts I have received from thofe
who have been in the Eaft-Indies, to drive away thefe in-
fects with petrolaeum, and other firong-{cented oils.  Rot-
ten fith, which are faid to be as Lad as poifon to pifmires,
would likewife, probably, clear the houfcs of the zermes.
Though, perhaps, the ftrongeft poifon for thefe infects is
arfenic; as a fmall pinch of it only ftrewed in any place
in the vicinity of them will, according to M. CHANVE-
LoN, in his Voyage to Martinico, kill many millions of
them in a few hours.

The damages caufed by the white ants, as they are call-
ed, (whichy howcver, perhaps, confift of many different
fpecies) may be pretty well gueflfed at from what has been
faid already. It, however, deferves likewife to be men-
tioned, that merchandize to an infinite amount are deftroy-
ed yearly both in the Eaft and Weit-Indies by thefe ver-
min. In the fpace of a few hours they are able to eat
into a chefty, and, as it were, cut to pieces all the linen,
filk, clothes, and books in it; on which account, people
in thefe countries are obliged to have their trunks and mer-
chandize flung upon ropes. It is likewife, perhaps, capable
of multiplying its fpecies more than any other infect;
for Profefflor LiNN£vUs very kindly fhewed me a female,
which he had juft before received from the Eaft-Indics,
and which was an inch and a half long, and of an extreme
bulk, and confequently capable of laying millions of eggs.

Though I could not learn whether the more noxious
{pecies of white ants are natives of the Cape or not, yct

it is/very well known, that Africa, atleaft that part of it
near
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near Senegal, is peftered with them. In fo fhort a {pace
of time as between the evening and midnight, they have
been known to form a vault or covered way of carth or
clay, which they have gone in queft of and prepared
themf{elves, as other obfervers have remarked. This arch~
ed way reached from the floor.of M. ADANSON’s chamber
to the head of his bed, (fee his Yoyage au Senegal.) They
moreover not only began to cut his fheet and mattrefs in
picces, but even had the impudence to fall foul on M.
Apanson himfelf. A Hottentot with a good appetite,
would here have had a fair opportunity of putting in exe-
cution the Zx zalionis *.

The locufts, likewife, fometimes afford a Righ treat to
the more unpolithed and remote hordes of the Hottentots ;
when, as fometimes happens, after an interval of eight,
ten, fifteen, or twenty years, they make their appearance
in incredible numbers. At thefe times they come from
the north, migrating to the fouthward, and do not fuffer
themfelves to be impeded by any obftacles, but fly boldly
on, and are drowned in the {fea whenever they come to it.
The females of this race of infelts, which are moft apt
to migrate, and are chiefly eaten, are faid not to be able
to fly; partly by reafon of the fhortnefs of their wings,
and partly on account of their being heavy and diftended
with eggs; and fhortly after they have laid thefc in the
fand they are faid to die. It is particularly of thefe that
the Hottentots are faid to make a brown coffee-colopred
foup, which, at the fame time, acquires from the eggs a

* In Vol. LXXI. of the Phil. Tran{. may be fcen a more circumftantial and com-
plcte account of thefe infets, by M, Smeathman,
fat
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fat and greafy appearance. Several different people agreed
in giving me this account, and at the fame time informed
me, that the Hottentots were highly rejoiced at the arrival
of thefe locufts, though they are fure to deftroy every bit
of verdure on the ground : but the Hottentots make them-
felves ample amends for this lofs, by falling foul on the
animals themfelves, eating them in f{uch quantities as, in
the fpace of a few days, to get vifibly fatter and in better
condition than becfore. My hoft in particular informed
me, that being one locuft-year on a hunting expedition on
the other fide of Fi/ch-river, the Hottentots in thofe parts
explained the abundance of thefe infedts as proceeding
from fome great mafier conjuior a good way to the north-
ward, having removed a ftone from the mouth of a cer-
tain deep pit, out of which he had let loofe thefe animals,
in order to be food for them. The intentions of nature,
however, in the production of locufts, is hardly anfwered,
bv their fometimes ferving to fatten a few Hottentots. But
I over-ran too haftily the very extenfive traéts compofing
the fouthern promontory of this quarter of the globe, to
be able to point out with any degree of certainty, any
other ufes accruing from the migration of the locufts thi-
ther in {fuch great numbers. I will venture, however, to
throw out a conjeéture, which, at leaft, can do no harm;
namely, that according to all accounts, wherever the
fwarms of locufts alight, the vegetables are fometimes en-
tirely confumed and deftroyed, appearing as it they had
been burnt up by fire. Perhaps, the ufe of thefe creatures
is the fame with that of fire, which latter is applied by
the Jolonifts and Hottentots to the purpofe of clearing

their
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C O NT E N T S

c 0O A P X

Journey rrom Sea-cow-rivir To LiTTiE SUNDAY-RIVER,

Set out on their journey. Camtours-river, Defcription of the Hottentot
Capt.Kies, wF]xo istreated {ans ceremonie by theauthor’s Hottentot Plattje.
A farmer’s account of the great drought, and of a hoard of Caffres he had
met with on the road. Galgebofch. No water tobe had. Van Staade’s
river. Are vifited by fome Gonaquas Hottentots. Defcription of the
perfons, drefs, &c. of thefe people. Throw their javelins at a mark.
Not remarkable for dexterity in this point. A grain called holcus
forgum yields an inebriating liquor. Their waggon in danger of being
blown into the air, from their having inadvertently fet fire to the grafs.
Caroufal of hunters. The falt-pans. Defcription of the cimex para-
doxus, or leaf-infe®. Mr. Immelman fpits blood. Is in danger of
being toffed by buffaloes. Guinea-hens. Appearance of the banks of
Sunday-river. Hire feveral Bofhies-men to attend them in their expe-
dition. Give chafe to an uncommon fpecies of wood-fwine. Delcrip-
tion of thefe animals. Hottentot or baftard Caffres. Their dance
and fong. Voluptuous practices of the youths of both fexes during
dancing. Envenomed wound. Curious milk-bafkets. Method of
milking. Circumcifion praétifed by thefe people. Conclufion of the
milking by finging and dancing. The author turns conjuror. Baftard-
Caffre conjuror well paid. Fox-tails for warm weather. Buffalo-

lice, p. 37.
C H A P XI.
Journey rroM LiTTLE SunpAYS-RIVER TO BOsHIES-MANS-RIVER,
LConcerto of lions, Their foaring defcribed. Preparations made againft

an altack from thefe bealts. Animals fear the lion by inflind, and per-

ceive him at a diftance, even when he dogs not roar. Lions few in
a1 number,
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number, compared with other animals. Not fo bold fince the Dutch
have introduced the ufe of fire-arms into that part of Africa. De not
immediately kill a man, except in cafe of refiftance. Neither do they
attack any animal openly, except irritated or very hungry. Meafure
the length of their leap, when they have miffed their prey by leaping
over it or fhort of it. Lurk chiefly near rivers. Scared away by the
noife made with an ox-whip. Singular efcape of 2 Hottentot from a lion.
Lion frequently betrays marks of -cowardice. Inftance of a lion being
fhot with its prey lying under it untouched. In general content with
wounding its prey, if 1t be a human creature,  The caufe of this in-

-veftigated. Ludicrous fituation of a farmer purfued by a lion. Great

ftrength of this animal. Not ftrong enough, however, to overpower
the buffalo, without having recourfe to art. Artful expedient of one

for carrying off a buffalo. Inftance of a buffalo’s kcePing'ﬁve lions at
bay. Lion eafily torn in pieces by a dozen farmer’s dogs. Horfes.
fond of huuting lions and other ficrce animals. The chafe of the lion

defcribed. Colonifts hunt them with great eagernefs. Not hard to

kill with guns. Its hide tender and penetrable. Their principal Hot-

tentot mark{man fhoots a buffalo. - Defcription of the buffalo. Its ears

by the.Hottentots ftiPpofcd to be torn by evil fpirits. = A treacherous
and cruel animal. s ¥ond of lying down in the water, or wallowing in

the mire, Buffalo-calf. The calves might be brought uptame. The

fiefh good eating. Cannot be fhot with balls of lead alone. The

game wantonly deftroyed in great abundance by fome fportfimen. Glut-

tony of the Hottentots. Amufe themfelves with cracking jefts on

their mafters, in their own language. Smoke cow-dung in default of
tobacco. Idle in the higheft degree, and difficult to govern, p. 73.

C H A P XIL

Journey FRoM BOSHIES-MANS-RIVER TO QUAMMEDACKA,

Sneezing-wood in Niez-hout-kloof. The honorary degree of doétor con-

ferred on the author in his abfence.” Butterfly-hunter in danger of
being impaled like the infe&ts he had caught. A buffalo-hunt. Nafti-
nefs of the Hottentots. Painc their cheeks black when they go a court-
ing. Amorous combat between two tiger-cats. " Oitrich-chicks.
Rank water. Ridiculous neatnefs of a Dutchman. Defcription of the
fpring-bok. Leaps very high, and expands the white lift on its back,
when purfued. Very fwift. Quammedacka well. Look out thére for
the two-horned rhinocergi: Kolbe sever faw this animal in reality.

The
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The author’s cruelty to fome birds dying with thirft. Alarmed all

t long by a lion. The raw root nfy a fpecies of purflain very good
carmcr as is that of the da-t'’kai. Hottentots fhoot two rhinocerofes.
The manner in which they informed the author of it. The defcription
and anatomy of the rhinoceros. The author and his friend in great:
danger from one. Meet a herd of elk-antilopes, and afterwards with
a party of colonifts, p. 117.

C H A P XIII.
JournEey FrROM QuaMMEDACKA TO AcTER Bruntyes-HoocT:.

Hunt-a couple. of lions.’ 'Oftriches. neft, . The male oftrich affifts the
- female in the a& of: ;nc;ubatlon. : Thiﬁ bird's'fedthers made ufe of for
chafing away the flies. - ufed thkes} &c. but not equal
to thofe of hens in good @not*hide their eggs when
purfued. Buffon cnnmfcd o’ﬁ thi# h e& as’ wci! as with refpeét to his
account of this bird’s fkin. ~Tts*¢ry like the lion’s roar. Alluded to
by the prophet Micah. The young have no cry. Oftrichs become
very tame. Might be brought to bear burdens. = Chiefly found in the
carrow countries. Hunting the buffalo. Ludicrous fcene of the
Hottentots loaded with the flefh. Difmal fituation of the author, when
benighted, at a diftance from his waggon, in a ftorm. Defcription of
the gnu. Its claflification. The gnu met with here very vicious.
Manner of keeping Chriftmas-eve in the defert. Meet with fome
colonifts. Ludicrous defcription of the drefs and figure of the two.
travellers. Hippopotamus’s fkulls, The author mdx?pofed He and
his party begin to want bread. Convulfive motions in the mufcles of

a dead hart- becﬂ. p- 139.

C H A P. XIV.

Resipence AT AcTER BrunTjEs-FoocTE.

Arrival at Agter Bruntjes-Hoogte.  Cattle out of doors all winter, Cold
in thefe parts. Ravages committed by the Bothies-inen here.  Havock
made among- thém by the colonifts. Snefe-Flottentots. Their com-
plcx:c}n and 1 temper.  Geographical obfervations on the country they
inhabit. The Tambuki filver mines. Difquifition concerning the

unicorn, The country of the Caffres. Their government and wars.
The
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The maffacre of Heuppenaer and his party in this countey. King
Ruyter's craal.  Ruyter’s hiftory, tyrapnical heliaviour and wars. Com-
parifon between the refpective modes of fighting of the Hottento8 and
Caffres. Slaves of the Chriftians more warlike than either, and much
eftcemed by the Caffres. Defcription of Camdebo. Roads from thence
to the Cape. Plan formed for extending the journey. It proves abor-
tive on many accounts. Delightful ficvation and fertility of Agter
Bruntjes-Hoogte. Happy lives of the farmers there. The foor made
by them an index to the road. Commodious pofture of fitting. Ex-
treme moderation in fucniture and drefs. Their yirtues, Friendly pro-
pofal from a female, New cure for the gout. Advantages of the me-
dical art to mankind, 'Worms univerfally miftaken here for pulmonary
complaints. The gnu, The.viverra criftata, or grey jackal, onkjes-
and common jackal. Defcription of the ratel. Its manner of plunder-
ir}g bees nefts. Very difficult to kill. The zerda, or animal anonyme
of Buffon. Bruce's mitake copcerning it re@ified. Defcription of
the honey-guide.  Mi&ake in the Philofl Tranf, refified. The jerboa
Capenfis. The bleefmoll; or mus Capenfis. The zand-moll, or mus
Caffer, refembles the rhinoceros. The talpa Afiatica, or variable mole,
more properly the forex aureus, defcribed. Anfwer to Dr, Pallas’s query.
The gazels of this country defcribed. The hartbeeft and elk-aptilope, the
fat of this latter very fine. "They migrate to the fouthward in great
droughts. Chafe df anelk-antilope. The beaft fweats blood. Dangers
of the chafe in this country., The author’s horfe falls with him. The
koedoe, or coudou. Pleafant miftake of Buffon concerning the name.
The Cape-chamois, or gemfe-bok, fomewhat refembles the elk of Kolbe.
The blaauw-bok, bunte-bok, and gnu. The ree-bok, riet-ree-bok,
vlak-fteen-bok, fteen-bok, duyker-bok and klip-fpringer. A baboon
hunt—the dogs thew more malice againft this animal than againft any
other. Strictures on Buffon’s opinion concerning the neceffity of a meat-
diet for man. Defcription of the camelopardalis, Defence of Haffel-
quift againt Buffon. Pleafant opinion of the latter concerning the

horns of oxen. Buffon convicted of fetting the horns on the wrong
head, p. e48. '

CHAP.
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C H A P XV.

Jourxey FroM AcTter Bruntjes-HooeTe To THE TWO VISCH-RIVERS,
AND REeSIDENCE 4T THOSE PLACES.

Departure from Agter Bruntjes-Hoogte. Beauty in a defert. Shoot a
tiger. Inftance of a tiger got the berter of by a flave. Unwelcome
vifit from a large a’i"ty of Caffres, Preparations for their reception.
The conference. 'F heir method of flaughtering their meat. Heaps of
ftones, probably antique monuments. Kok’s-craal. Amazing {wift-
nefs of the Hottefitots. Blockade of the fea-cows in their pits. Great
danger fgom one of them. . Cry of this snimal defcribed. A fea-
cow fhot by one of the’_par?r in his fleep. Her calf carried off and
flaughtered. Defcription of it, The hippopotamus lives entirely on
herbs and grafs, Is fometimes feen in the fea, but cannot drink the
falt water. Copulation, fize, and method of catching thefe animals.
Not flow in their pace. Medical virtues of their fkulls. Anatomy of
the calf. Leaches of a new fpecies about it anus., Difquifition on its
different names. Propofals for catching and keeping thefe animals
alive. ‘'The waggon in danger of being overturned by a rhinoceros in
its flight. A rhinoceros hunt. A Hottentot coward becomes bold
from fenfibility. The fine fcent of the Hottentots accounted for. Two
of the Hottentots in the author’s train fhoot a rhinoceros a fleep. Hot-
tentot bribe. Inftance of their peculiar turn of mind. Lovein a defert.
Drowfinefs the effect of love, Recipe for that paffion, Billet-doux of
a forefter, p. 3oo.

C H A P XVL

Journey BACk 7O THE Care,

Rhinoceros hunt. Dangerous ride in the dark. Diabolical yell of a pack
of hyznas. Congé of a Hottentot. Plettenberg’s colony. Artifice of
a hippopotamus to breathe in the water. Another of a colonilt to cheat
the government. The golden age reftored among the Gunjeman Hot-
tentots. The riches of a female Gunjeman. Simplicity of their dier.
Zwartkops-river. Boldnefs of three young lions. Damaquas Hotten-
‘tots.. The fea-cows go to fea with the tide. The company fecared by
a buffalo, and loft in a wood. The travellers return to their old hoft,
J. Kok, Inconvenience of feather beds, Red wine and oyfters. Scorched

5 ferpents.



viii

C O NTE N T &

ferpents. The bulla-achatina. A country in flames. Wagenboom-
river. The author lofes his way on horfeback in a dreadful ftorm of
thunder and lightning. Method of converting grapes into raifins.
Famine arifing from the drought, Revifit Artaquas-kloof. The au-
thor’s collections hurt by the waggon’s overturning there. Valfche-
rivier, Great f{carcity of ploughthares in Africa, and of wrought iron
in general. A battle royal between a Hotténtotand his wife. A receipt
to promote union in the married ftate, The imaginary gold-mine.
The aloe plant difcovered by a Negro flave. Method of preparing
the gum from it. The geitje, a highly venomous lizard, Dreadful
confequences of its bite. Cured by a flave. Conjectures on its origin.
Defeription of this animal. Syftematical defcription of the lacerta
Capenfis, A very large fpecies of lizard, and very difficult to kill.
Defcripiion of a fingulat anonymous ‘gquadruped. A farm®r murdered
by his flaves. Surprizing efcape of his fon. Cruelty of the colonifts
to their flaves, and borrid punifiments inflicted on them. Public exe-
cutions only ferve to-irritate the reft. Different difpofitions of the
flaves of different nations. Peculiar turn of mind of the Bugunefe.
The author returns by the way of Roode-zand, A lske newly difco-
vered at Sneeuwberg. Brandy made from a fpecies of cadtus. Arrival
at the Cape, p. 350.

A VOYAGE
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JOURNEY FRoM SEA-COW-RIVER 10 LITTLE
SUNDAY-RIVER.

1775
ecember,

eaftward from Zee-koe-rivier, and the next morning \_~aw/

O N the 11t day of December we fet off on our journey

from Cabeljaunw-rivier, which was the laft place we
came to that was inhabited by chriftians., At noon we
reached Camtours-rivier, where we baited.

Here a Hottentot captain, or rather a patriarch, exercifed
dominion over about half a hundred people, but was ftill in
his way a fovereign. He was a little old man, of the
name of Kies. I fhould at firft fight have been eafily
tempted to confider him as reigning merely oyer women,

Vou. I B as
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as at that time the company, in which we found him {fmoking
his pipe confifted only of females; for the men (except-
ing fome few who lay ill of a putrid fever) were all out,
fome of them to hunt a lion, which had lately committed

ravages among their cattle; and the others, it was faid,

were gone to a great diftance, in order to gather a certain {uc-
culent plant, which they made ufe of for chewing, either for
the fake of pafling the time away, or on account of its
being of a pleafant tafte, and having the property of af-
fuaging their hunger. Captain Kiks, therefore, abfo-
lutely denied our requeft; which was, that he would let us
have fome of his Hottentpts by way of guides, who might
likewife be a neceflary afliftance to us, and reinforcement
of our company in the journey we were going to make
through the wildernefs.

In the meanwhile, I could not help being rather athamed
of the rude behaviour of my third Hottentot or mark{man,
PrLaTTJE; for though I had hitherto never feen him at all
blunt in his behaviour, But had remarked, on the contrary,
that he had always addrefled thefe Hottentot patriarchs with
fome kind of refpeét, I now obferved, that immediately
on our coming into the prefence of a perfon of fuch great
authority, without the'leaft bow or ceremony of any kind,
he went uninvited and fat himfelf down by the fide of
him, at the fame time filling his pipe out of the other’s
pouch, and calling about him for milk to drink. This
behaviour, neverthelefs, did not feem to be at all taken ill;
on the contrary, they immediately brought him a cup of
bagged milk. - I obferved at this time, as well as on my
return hither, that Kiks like Captain RUNDGANGER, of

whom



CAPE ofr GOOD HOPE.

whom I made mention at page 240, of Volume 1. always had
his captain’s ftaff in-his hand or elfe clofe by him ; and this
ftaff, was every way as plain and fimple as RUNDGANGER’s:
but though K1es was much better circumftanced with re-
gard both to the number of his pegple and of his cattle,
yet he as good as dwelt with his couft and the reft of his
fubjets in the open air; his palace confifting only of a
few poies fet up flanting in the earth with a ragged mat
thrown over them, which of courfe admitted the wind
in Yeveral places, and let in the rain in wet weather.
This fhed, thus open on three fides, and in a great mea-
fure at the top, was, however, ufeful enough at that
time of the year, and in that warm climate. The win-
ter, or more properly {peaking, the rainy feafon, wouldy
probably, oblige them to provide themfelves with a better
dwelling.

That fame day we continued our journey, making to-
wards Loory-rivier, where we took up our abode at night.
Here we met with a farmer, who in ‘his -ox-waggon had
followed the courfe of Zondags-rivier all the way from
Camdebo; a country of that kind which I have defcribed
at page 246 of Volume I. under the-denomination of Carrow.
He informed us, that this year, in which the drought was
unufually great in all parts, it was remarkably {o there,
as {carcely a drop of rain had fallen there in the fpace of
eight months; but juft as he was leaving thofe parts, he
had had feveral thowers along the courfe of that river.

' He, therefore, diffuaded us from taking' that road, as it
was, for the greater part of it, entirely unbeaten, arid, and
rugged; and likewife, becaufe both water and game were
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extremely fcarce there. In confequence of this latter cir-
cumitance, as his provifions were almoft entirely {pent, he
was juft going to knock one of his draught-oxen on the
head, by way of procuring food for himfelf and his fuite,
when two hartbee[tiéby great good-luck came up direétly

‘to the waggon, in order to take a view of it, one of which

he immediately fhot. _

This fame peafant had unexpetedly met on this road
with about an hundred wandering Caffres. Their patri-
arch or chief, had propofed to {leep the firft night along
with the farmer in his waggon, who, on the other hand,
fhould fleep with him in his tent the night following.
Phis the farmer not confenting to, the Caffre patriarch
was {o far from taking it ill, that, on the contrary, he had

killed an ox, and prefented the farmer and his fuite with

fome fine pieces of beef. The boor likewife informed
me, that the Caffre cattle were uncommonly fat and in
good condition; at which he was the more furprized, as
they were not turned out till noon, and driven home very
early.' He, moteover; obferved, that the Caffres fondled
and talked to their cattle a good deal as they ftood in the
craalj- doubtlefs, in the {ame manner as the Arabians do
to their horfes; which net a little contributes to making
them thrive and rendering them brifk and lively, and at
the fame time more intelligent and tractable.

On' the 3d 'we baited' at noon near Galge-bo/ch, a little
wood which" was ‘mich frequented by lions, and ftill more
by buffioes.’ Trvwas confequently more than ever- in pain

for my cattle, a5, though: there was very good paftyrage

on the fpot; they had: flolen away from it, and were
mifling
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miffing for feveral hours.” .In.the mean time, we. were .
apprehenfive, that they had.been fcared away from the ._,f“:.t:r
place by lions; but the faft was, that being very. thirfty, .
they had ftrayed into a dale towards a pit full of very
muddy water, where they were found. My Hottentots were
of opinion, that cattle would find .out water by the fcent
at a very great diftance. . I have heard fome colonifts fay,
that they {ufpected the fame of the Hottentots, as they can
find water upon .oceafion better than any colonifts; but this
cannot proceed from. any -thing elfe than the Hottentots
greater affiduity in this point, and being more accuftomed
to wander about the fields, by which means they have ac-
quired a particular ‘fkill in tracing out.this neceflary arti-
cle of life from certain peculiarities of fituation, and vari-
ous other circumf{tances.

Indeed, we could get nothing fit to drink ourfelves ; .and
it was late at night before, thirfty as we were, we got to
a land-fpring ; - which, to our great vexation, we found
dried up; fo that there were only here and there in the
mire a print of the buffaloes feet deeper than ordinary, in
which we obferved a little moifture. We therefore dug
deeper holes with our hands, anggwaited with all the pa-
tience we, were mafters of, till-the water was collected in
them, and could be taken out:by means of {mall ba-
fons. But befides that it was as thick as hafty-pudding,
it had acquired fo rank a tafte from the buffaloes that had
laid and wallowed in it, that even the Hottentots made
wry faces at it; and our horfes began to. blow and fnort at
the {trong buﬁ'almfcent which affeted their noftrils, even
before they tafted the water. Our thirft, however, obliged

us
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palTs. . us frequently to fip a little of it juft as it was; for when

w it was :made into coffee or tea, it was ftill more intolerable.
To fearch about elfewhere ‘at this time when it was dark,
was not only impoffible but dangerous, on account of the
lions. At break of day we.difcovered fome traces which
led us to the fountain-head of :this land-fpring, which had
been clofed up. by the trampling of the buffaloes feet; we,
therefore, made hafte to dig it open again, when we found
fome more tolerable. water to quench our thirft, which
was actually infupportable. =We  frequently made ufe of
fugar-candy’ as a tolerably good palliative for our thirft,
during our "tmvﬁs-._m.fmis--.hot and fcorching climate; but
this did not relieve us.for any long time together. At g
-o'clock in the evening the thermometer was at 04, and
the next day, . being the 4thy.at day-break, a good deal of
dew having fallen, 1 found it'zo degrees lower.

We now purfued our journey, taking the lower road
by Van Staades-rivier, which at that time was brackifh
and rather deep. = For want of proper precaution in our
Hottentots, our oxen turned back before they got half
way.over the river, and at the fame time were thrown
into confufion and difoggder; fo that it was a difficult mat-
ter, to {ave both them and the waggon from finking.
When we had got to the other fide, and were baiting our
cattle, we were vifited by . eighteen Gonaquas-Hottentots,
from a craal which was juft in the neigbourhood

This nation ¢onfifted of about two hundred people,
who were .all ' graziers,. and at that time dwelt there in
two feparate villages. They are certainly a mixture of
Hottentots .and Caffres, as their language had an affinity

with
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with that of both thefe nations; but in their utterance,
which was like that of human beings, in the #natural
blacknefs of their complexions, in the great ftrength and
robuftnefs of their limbs, and laftly in the height of their
ftature, they bore a greater refemblance to the Caffres, fe-
veral of whom they likewife had at that time among
them. The cloaks of the Gomaquas are likewife made of
drefled cow-hides, like thofe of the Caffres. Thefe cloaks
are very fupple; a quality that proceeds partly from being
rubbed a good deal, which I myfelf faw performed with
ftones on the infide of them; and partly from the great
quantity of greafe, which, being mixed up with bucku-
powder, is rubbed into them. Both fexes are adorned
with, and fet a great value upon, brafs rings, which they
wear on their arms and legs, as well as brafs plates of
different fizes and figures, which are faftened in their hair
and ears..

With refpect to beads, which, {peaking of in a general
way, they call fintela, the fmall red ones are much more

coveted than the reft; thefe are called Jenkitenka, (Scethe-

{pecimen of the Caffre’s language, which I have annexed
at the conclufion of this journal.)) The genuine Caffres
had, in this point, exatly the fame tafte ; but many of
them had got ivory rings, of the. thicknefs and bread
of about half an inch, and of fuch a fize as to be ftrun
upon: the arms above the elbows. Thefe, however, are
worn only by the men ; for which reafon a Caffre, who
had fold me his bracelets, feemed extremely diftrefled, {fay-
ing, that he was now naked about the arms like 2 woman.
Befides that both the Caffres and Gonaquas are very impor-
tunate

7

1775.
December.

N



8 A VOYAGE To THE

1775.  tunate beggars, they are likewife exceedingly unreafonable
December. ; . 5 g
v~ in their dealings, as when they make their payments,
they are very apt to afk for a handfome prefent into the
bargain.

Both the Gonaquas and Caffres differ from other Hot-
tentots in this particular, that they make ufe of circum-
cifion. ‘This operation is performed on youths of different
ages, as they are accuftomed to wait till they can perform
it on feveral at a time.

The Gonaquas women make ufe of almoft the fame kind
of apron or veil as the Hottentot females do. The men
are much more naked and lefs covered about this part than
the males among the Hottentots, inafmuch as they cover
with a little cap, or cafe, made of the fkin of an animal,
the extremities only of what modefty fhould teach them
to conceal entirely.  This focket, refembling the extremity
of the thumb of a glove, is fometimes faftened with a fmall
thong, or the finew of an animal, to fome ftrings of beads
or leathern belts, which they wear for ornament’s fake
round their waifts. Some individuals are feen with lions
.or buffaloes tails hanging on thefe fame belts, as trophies
of their courage in having killed thefe beafts.

By reafon of the nakednefs of thefe people, of which 1
_g:ve juft been giving a defcription, it may be thought that
‘they have.as little modefty as covering : but the fatt is,
that very few of them could be induced, even by prefents,
to take off their little cafes, in confequence of my wifh to
‘be perfeily convinced that they were circumcifed. Indeed,
{ have been told by a farmer, that in Cafferland one does
not unfrequently fee even grown up girls without any co-

vering
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vering whatfoever; and that in certain dances, it confti-
tutes part of the folemnity for the youths of both fexes to
make fuch oblations to love in the prefence of every one,
as by the laws of decency and of civilized nations, are con-
fidered as facred to the married ftate”alone.

The Caffres feemed to me to refemble very much in
appearance the Mo/ambigue {laves, whom I had feen at the
Cape; and, perhaps, thefe nations border upon each other;
the former being probably defcended from the latter, or the
latter from the former.

The Gonaquas Hottentots, who at this time paid their
refpects to me, came chiefly with an intent to beg tobacco.
They were all of them armed with one or more of the
javelins, which they call bafagais, (vide Plate II. Vol. I. Fig.
1, 2.) as well as witH fhort fticks, to which they gave the
name of 4irris, With one of thefe I faw a lad very near-
ly hit a {fparrow-hawk in its flight. But they took fo bad
an aim, when they threw their javelins, that, though they
tried very often, they could not hit a handkerchief which
1 had fet up between two fticks, at the diftance of twenty
paces, by way of mark for them, and at the fame time as
a prize for him that thould hit it. This want of dexterity,
certainly proceeded from their having neglected to practife,
as they lived too far from the Bofhies-men Hottentots, and
Caffres, and too near to the Chriftians, to be able to ex-
ercife any hoftilities againft the former, or to dare to do it
againft the latter. In the mean time they were very bufy
in examining narrowly each others javelins, andin feeling for
thejr proper-balance. They threw them, however, with
a great deal of force; and, as I have been told by feveral

YouL. IIL. C people,
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pel7%:. people, are able to pierce a man or a gazel through the

\~~v/ body at the diftance of twenty paces. I then fhot at a fheet
of paper with a fowling-piece, and as they appeared to be
very much amazed at the holes that were made, and at
the fame time to be very defirous of keeping the paper,
they took it without any ceremony, but thortly after offer-
ed to give it me again for a morfel of tobacco.

The Gonagquas Hottentots moreover were graziers, and
in fome fort tillers of the ground, as the Caffre nation is
likewife faid to be. The kind of corn which they fow, is
the bolcus forghum, which is likewife ufed in the fouth of
Europe, and known to yield abundantly. The colonifts
call it Caffer-corn. The fralks thoot up to the height of
a man, and as thick as a rufh. - They terminate in a pedi-
cle or branchy ear, a foot and a half long, with feeds of
about the {fame fize as thofe of rice; two or three of thefe
ears generally yield three quarters of a pint of corn. The
time of {fowing this feed, is faid to be in Auguft or Sep-
tember. But in the beginning of November, while I yet
remained in Sitficamma, 1 {aw it already fit for cutting, at
a farmer’s who fet little ftore by it, giving it only to
his cattle. The Caffres ude to bruife this corn between
ftones, and make it into. loaves, which they bake under
the embers.

They mofily, howewer, nfe to ferment it with a certain
root and water, till it produces a kind of inebriating liquor.
They generally confome their whole ftock, which, how-
ever, is not confiderable, immediately in the antumn. The
Caffre prince PaLoo, whom the colonifts:called king Pra~

RAOH,
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RAOH, is faid to have killed himfelf with drinking this
liquor.

On feveral accounts we haftened our departure from
hence. Our courfe was now to the north, over plain level
fields, for the greater part covered with a dry arid grafs to
the height of about two feet. Our guide took us firft to
a well of lukewarm water, and afterwards at night to ano-
ther pool of water; at the bottom of ariver that was dried up.
Both places were very acceptable to us as well as to our
cattle, though the water was none of the beft. Near this
latter fpot we took up our night’s lodging.

It was not without difficulty, that we could colleét wood
enough round about the neighbourhood to boil our tea-
kettle ; and after all, we ran a great rifk of having an end
put to our whole expedition by a fire. ' A Hottentot, in
looking for fomething with a piece of lighted wood,
happened to fet the dry grafs on fire, which fpread in
it almoft as if it had been oakum; fo that had we not been
very quick in fopping the progrefs of the flames, and
moreover mutually affifted each other, we fhould {oon have
feen the whole diftri¢t in one continued flame, and our
waggon would have been entirely demolifhed in the con-
flagration, and blown up into the air; for there was not
only a good deal of coom about it, but it alfo contained
many inflammable matters; fuch as the fail-cloth tilt, dried
herbs and paper, a cafk full of {pirits, and about twenty
pounds weight of gunpowder. The wind blew hard from
the fouth-weft, the thermometer at eleven at night being
66, 3nd the next day about dawn at 64, ‘When we faddled
our horfes and put our oxen to the waggon. At nine we
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. got to little Zwari-kops river, and fet off from thence about

\.»N four in the afternoon, and at fix o’clock arrived at great

Zwart-kops river.

On the road we had feen large herds of the wild affes,
called quaggas, and of bart-be¢fls; as likéwife, for the firft
time, fix female buffaloes, with two youngones. Thefe came
from the fea-fide, from whence our guide fuppofed they had
been forced to make their retreat thus at'nodn, either on
account of the lions or of flies.

We had not yet been able to get within reach of any
game, fo that our falted wether had hitherto been our
only refource. Fhis, nits fkin bag, had already acquired
a pretty ftrong haut gout, in confequence of the warmth
of the weather. Mr. IMMELMAN, who was nice in his
eating, and not ufed te put up with falted meat, efpecially
when it was rather tainted, had, from our firft fetting out,
it being now the fifth day, fuffered much from hunger.
For our finall ftock of bread would not at this time afford us
above two ‘bifcuits a man per diem, each-bifcuit weighing
about an ounce and a half.

‘At this Zwart-keps river, where we were now arrived,
and intended to pafs the night, we found twe farmers had
got in before us, who: were come tither in order to get
falt and hunt. ' Indeed, they had already thot feveral heads
of game, whith they had hung up in large {lips and fhreds
on the bufhes, waggons, and fences, in order to dry it in
the fun, in the fame manner as the Hottentots did the ele-~
phant’s flefh nearDsep- rivier, as Imentioned before,Volumel.
page 313. From this flefth there was diffufed round about
the fpot not only 2 crude and rank fmell, but likewife a

putrid
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putrid ftench from fuch parts of it as had-arrived at the
ftate of putrefaction; and the farmérs wives and children,
together with the Hottentots who had accompanied them,
with a view to affift them as well:as for their own pleafure,
were employed in feafting upon it, and {leeping, and fcaring
away 2 number. of birds of prey, which hovered round
about them and over their heads, in order to fteal away the
fleth. This horrid {peftacle of fo many carnivorous hu-
man creatures, awakened in me a lively remembrance of
the cannibals in New Zealarnd, and had like to have entirely
taken away our appetites for a meat fupper, fo that we
refolved to bear with our hunger that night as well as we
could: but at laft comes our guide, very opportunely, with
the thoulder of a harz-bee, which we immediately cut,
and dreffed it in our pot with dripping; a difh which was
called by the Hottentots by the name of the inftrument
(#nora, which means. a knife,) with which it xs cut in
pieces. Our mouths watered at the fight ofg
eat it with an excellent appetite, which was"
fpoiled by any refle¢tions fimilar to thofe I have 3
tioned.

On the 6th, at break of day, my guide and I took a
ride, . in order to .cut up the bgri-decf he had fhot, and
loaded one. horfe with as,much as he could carry, in order
to lay-it up im the waggon, by way of making provifton for
the journey.

The 7ulbagia, a {mall hexandrous plant, called by Lin-
n&ZUs after M. TULBAG, governor at the Cape, grew here
in great abundance ; though I had never before feen more

than a fingle {pecimen of it, and that was on the road
to

I3
1775
Dcccm:bcr.
= " 4



14

1775
Dcccmber
| W

A VOYAGE TO THE

to Zwelendam. Here 1 likewife {faw, for the fir{t time, a
fmall kind of onion, with fpiral leaves ; caught an ampbi/~
bena; and drew up the defcription of a cleome junceay
which I have inferted in the Acéta Societ, Upfal. Vol. Il
page 192.

The farmers here, as well as fome others, who were
going to the Cape beforc me, were fo obliging, as, at my
requeft, to take with them the packet of herbs I had al-
ready collected; otherwife, I thould not have had room
enough in my waggon for all my colletion.

The tide was very vifible in this river. The wind blew
ftrong from S.S. W. At noon the thermometer was 71 in
the fhade, and in the evening, after the moon was up, at
64. -On the 7th, at half paft five in the morning, the
thermometer was at 52.

We now proceeded on our journey, going northwards,
and in our way, a good mile and a half from the river,
_yath the capital Zous-pan, or Salt-pan. By this

'places are diftinguifhed, where there is a quan~
¢ finary falt produced.

This falt-pan was an extenfive plain, covered over with
a level and continued cruft of falt, upon which, in feveral
places, there ftood a little water; fo that there could not
be a more natural refemblance of .a frozen lake than this,
This by confequence, being contrafted with the warmth
of the weather and furrounding trees and flowers, would
certainly at firft fight have ftruck me with the.greateft
amazement, had I not been previonly informed of the zeal
caufe of the pheenomenon, = Towards the fides the cruft of
falt was thin; and juft there one might perceive,. that it

2 was
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wag diffufed over a loamy and clayey foil. But a little
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farther towards the middle, I found it was above two fect \ o

deep, without being able to difcover the bottom of it, or
any watér. underneath it. The colonifts who worked here
with poles, imagine that the cruft of falt extends many
fathoms below the furface.

This falt-pan was about three miles in circumference,
and of an oblong fhape. After there have been feveral
warm days together, there is formed in different places on
the cruft, a hoar froft, as it were, which is the fineft and
ftrongeft falt, and is with great reafon fuppofed by the co-
lonifts to exceed that of Luienburgh. Indeed, the whole
of it feems to be quite fine and pure : and it appears to
me, and is allowed by others, to give a better tafte to the
butter and meat that is preferved in it, than any that
comes from the other falt-pans to be met with in Africa;
as Saldanka-bay, between Zoet-melk and Gawrits rivers,
and in certain places behind the Snecuwbergs, *or fnowy
mountains.

My Hottentots were occupied in collecting a ftock of the
fimeft falt, as much as I thought we fhould want for the
purpofe of falting our meat, and fuch fkins of animals as

I might with to preferve. In the mean time, I myfelf

made a rich eapture of many reptiles and infeéts hitherto
unknown ; fome of which were ftuck faft and dried up in
the cryftals of fzit, while others were dying, or had juft ex-
pired, im confequence of the vifcid faline matter with which
they ‘were in contact. Many infeéts were hkewife drown-
ed ip the dear water or briny liquid, which, after it had
rained, was collefted in certain places in the incruftation

of
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olzzs: of falt. We were obliged to wade a good way into it; and al-
w1~/ though the {ult dried and cryftallized upon our legs and feet,
till at night we found water to wafh it off with, yetnoill ef-
feéts enfued from it: a circumftance which I thought proper
to mention, for the encouragement of fuch as may hereafter
colleét infets in this or other places of the fame nature.
That peculiar infect, the cimex paradoxus, which 1 have
defcribed and given a drawing of in the Swedith Tran{-
a&tions, (Vol. XXXVIIL p. 235,) *Idifcovered at this place,
as at noon-tide I fought for fhelter among the branches of
a thrub from the intolerable heat of the fun. Though
the air was now extremely ftill and calm, fo as hardly to
have fhaken an afpen leaf, yet I thought 1 {aw a little
withered, pale, crumpled deaf, eaten as it were by cater-
pillars, flittering from the tree. This appeared to me fo
very extraordinary, that I thought it worth my while
fuddenly to quit my verdant bewer in order to contem-
plate it; and I could {carcely believe my eyes, when I
faw a live infe&, in fhape and colour refembling the frag-
ment of a withered leaf, with the edges turned up and
eaten away, as it- were, by caterpillars, and at the fame
time all over befet with prickles. Nature, by this pecu-
liar form, has certainly extremely well defended and con-
cealed, as it were in a mafk, this in{e¢t from birds and its
other diminutive foes; in all probability with a view to
preferve it, and empley it for fome important office in
the fyftem of her ceconomy; a fyftem with which we
are too little acquainted, in general too little inveftigate,
and, in every part of¥it; can never fufficiently admire with
# See likewife Plate VL of this Volume,
that



CAPE oF GOOD HOPE.

that refpect and veneration which we owe to the great Au-
thor of nature and Ruler of the univerfe.

At night we came to Kuga, a little river, the water of
which was brackifh ; but fome good and frefth water was
found in a well hard by it.  Here likewife we had a hafty
glimpfe of two hares, which feemed to refemble the ordi-
nary hares of Europe.

My companion, who was fubject to a fpitting of blood,
happened hcere to be much troubled with this complaint; a
complaint to which thc animal diet he had been accuftomed
to during the whole journey, together with the fatigue he
had undergone, and the fcorching heat of the fun, had necef-
farily difpofcd him. Bleeding, together with a little faltpetre
and the water from this {pring, were the only means, (and
thofc not ill adapted to the purpofe,) which we fortunate-
ly had at hand for his recovery in this defert place. Upon
the whole, I took as much care of him as I poflibly could
on an open plain, with no other canopy than the fky.
The finenefs of the weather, together with the coolnefs of
the night, and above all his utter averfion to all fick-
nefs, circumftanced as we were, I believe did not a little
contribute towards his {peedy recovery. The next morn-
ing, however, when, in order to make a trial of his ftrength,
he walked a few hundred paces from our baiting-place,
his life was in ftill greater and more imminent danger.
This was from a herd of young cattle, which, by way
of experiment, had been left in this place, under the
care of a flave, and being at that time unufed to the fight
of any human creature befides, had like to have gored
him to death., Thefe fierce animals then, making a femi-

Vvoui. 1L D circle
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circle about Mr. IMMELMAN, advanced continually nearer
and nearer to him, fo that he was obliged to retire back-
wards. According to the old faying, “ a curft cow has
fhort horns;” this we found in a manner verified on this
occafion, for a heifer without horns was the foremoft and
moft vicious of them all. I therefore haftened thither with
my loaded piece, with an intention of difcharging it among
them, and at the fame time, repeating the firing as often
as I was able, to cover our retreat. In the mean time, how-
ever, it came into my head firft to try a milder method, which
I had heard of, when in Europe, as a certain defence againit
the attacks of wild and vicious bulls; and which, in fhort,
was no more than te hold your hat before your face, andon a
fudden uncover it at intervals, at the {fame time, with a quick
pace, advancing upon them, and ftanding ftill alternately.
With this method we fo far fucceeded, that the heifer with-
out horns, as well as the reft of the herd, was very much
fcared. Juft after this, one of my Hottentots was attacked
by the fame herd, but efcaped them by the lightnefs of
his heels. Afterwards, on our returning this way home,
we were informed, that the owner of the herd had been
obliged to remove it from hence, as a lion had begun to
infeft thefe parts.

Two hartbeefts came likewife this morning early very
near our waggon in order to furvey us, but unluckily juft
at that time we had ro gun ready charged. At 12 o'clock
1 found the thermometer, when placed in the thade under
our waggon, at 83.

In the afternoon we fet off again, directing our courfe
to the eaft, and came to a place on the lower part of Zosn-

dags-rivier,
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dags-rivier, known by the name of #Nuka £ Kammia, which,

19

1775-
ecember.

I believe, fignifies grafy water. We here found the re- \ v

cent traces of a lion, and took proper precautions againft
it, in cafe we fhould go down to the river. In the even-
ing we likewife thought we faw in the thickets an elephant
at a good diftance off. ‘Thefe animals are faid to affemble
in great numbers in the thorny thickets, made by the
guaijacum afrum and the mimofa nilotica, which afford
them a kind of afylum..

We now began to find the Guinea hen (numida meleagris)
in thefe parts. They kept together in flocks, and confequent-
ly were very fhy and cautious. I obferved they flew low and
ftraight forwards, like our partridges. They appeared to get
the greateft part of their food on the ground, but at night
they perched together up in the trees; fo that I once killed
fix of them at one fhot, and feveral more were wounded,
which, however, efcaped in the dark. Their fleth was dry,
and much inferior to that of the common hen.

Of Sunday-rivier, which at this part made a great many
windings, the banks to us were extremely high and fteep,
and indeed quite perpendicular; confifting, to all appear-
ance, merely of the fame dry and clayey materials as the
furface of the earth exhibited on our fide. In the upper
part, the bank appeared to be quite plain and level; but
it is difficult to conjeture, whence this diffimilarity in the
banks of the river fhould arife, unlefs one of them had
been thrown up by an earthquake; or that the river by de-
grees had made its way to the fide of fome flat hill level
at tgp, and undermined it, till the part that hung over fell
down, when it would neceffarily be quite level and per-

D 2 pendicular;
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pendicular; as, in fact, it is at prefent. At night we had
rain, with a fouth-weft wind.

On the gth at five o’clock in the morning, when we
departed from hence, the thermometer was at 62 ; and at
half paft three in the afternoon we arrived at Zowdags-ri-
wier's-drift.  'We had, neverthelefs, gone out of our road
on purpofe to chafe two buffaloes, one of which made its
efcape though wounded, and the other leaped into a clofe
thicket, where it was neither advifeable, nor indeed pofii-
ble to follow it. In the mean time, to my great aftonifh-
ment, we could fee from the top of the bufhes the ani-
mal piercing through the thickeft of the wood with the
greateft eafe, juft as if he was merely running through a
rye-field. We likewife faw a Koedoe (the antilope flrep/i-
ceros of PALLAS.)

Soon after our arrival at this part of Swnday-rivier, we
were waited upon by three old Hottentots, who {eemed as if
they came to pry into our bufinefs in thofe parts. They werc,
properly {peaking, of the race of Bo/hies-men, though of
the more civilized fort, who, even in their own language,
diftinguifhed themfelves by the name of good Bofbies-mcn;,
probably from the circumftance of their grazing a few
cattle, and not living by rapine like others of their coun-
trymen. My guide explained their bufinefs to me, which
was to beg tobacco, and to complain of their diftrefled fitua-
tion; the farmers havin g been with them, and having carried
off all their young people, fo that they were now left alone
in their old age to look after themfelves and their cattle.
I ordered my interpreter to tell them in reply, that we, as

they
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they might very well perceive, were no farmers, and ftill
lefs kidnappers.

I muft here inform the reader, that many of the iggo-
rant Hottentots and Indians not having been able to form
any idea of the Dutch Eaft-India Company and the board
of direction, the Dutch from the very beginning in India,
politically gave out the company for one individual power-
ful prince, by the chriftian name of %az or Jobn. This
likewife procured them more refpect, than if they had ac-
tually been able to make the Indians comprehend, that they
were really governed by a company of merchants. On
this account 1 ordered my interpreter to fay farther, that
we were the children of ¥an Company, who had fent us
out to view this country, and colle¢t plants for medical
purpofes. I likewife bid him give them to underftand,
that we had an amazing quantity of powder and ball, to-
gether with five ftand of fire-arms, as they themielves
faw; that we intended to fhoot a great deal of game, and
it would be a great pity if they could not come along with
us, and partake of the abundant {poil of fleth, which
would otherwife be fuffered to lie as food for the birds and
beafts of prev.

This ftory, patched up in hafte, with a mixture of truth
and falfhood, feemed to have made a deep impreffion on
thefe Hottentots. It was, indeed, touching.them in a ten-
der part, to talk to them of fo much meat, and to pity
their emaciated ftate, without letting them obferve, how-
ever, that it was more for my own advantage than theirs,
that I was fo defirous of their company. That fame
night then, there not only came to me three middlc-aged
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men to offer their fervices, but I even faw the three old
fellows above-mentioned, with great cagernefs and diligence
peeparing their fthoes, in order to be ready the next morn-
ing to follow us in our expedition.

Having given my guide to underftand, how f{trange this
conduct of the Hottentots appeared to me, when 1 com-
pared it with the account they had given of themielves
at firft, at the fame time that from this circumitance I ap-
prehended they would prove falfe; befides, that I doubted,
whether we fhould be able to find food for fo many as fix
of them, we being five in number ourfelves, which in all
made eleven perfons ; he replied, ¢ Pfhaw! this is always
the Hottentot’s cuftom to lye the firft word they fpeak; and
as for victuals, we fhall get game enough to eat, I'll war-
rant you,” The latter part of his reply gave me fome
fatisfattion; for as to the Hottentots cuftom of lying at
the firft word, I was pretty even with them in that re-
ipect, with my pretended relationfhip to jan Company.

On the roth in the morning we {et out on our journey,
being in all eleven perfons. The fix ‘newly-arrived Hot-
tentots did not underftand a word of Dutch, on which ac-
count we were obliged to make ufe of the three others as
interpreters; though, in general, we made them under-
ftand us pretty well by figns, and fome few Hottentot
words we had learnt the meaning of, and could ourfelves
pronounce with the proper clack againft the roof of the
mouth, Still, however, Mr. IMMELMAN and I could not
be otherwife than anxious about the procuring of food for
fuch a number of people, when, in cafe of a {carcity, we
expected to hear them grumbling againft their Mo/es and

Aaron,



CAPE oF GOOD HOPE.

Aarony who had enticed them into the defert; for the
buffalo which we had chafed the day before got away from
us, though the bufhes in more than one place were ftained
with his blood. Upon this, however, we foon obferved,
that our voluntecr corps, the fix laft Hottentots, made no
difficulty of eating, without any preparation whatever,
the ill-tafted beans of a wild fhrub, (the gugiacum afrum.)
I thought I could fhew the Hottentots another fubftance
likewifc, which might ferve to appeafe their hunger in
cafe of neceflity. This was the gum arabic, which they
might gather in many {pots thereabouts from the mmo/a
nilotica ; but this was a {pecies of food very well known to
them, and which they had often tried. When in want of
other provifions, the Bofhies-men are faid to live upon
this for many days together.

This day I faw, for the firft time, a herd of bo/ch-var-
kcns, or, as they are likewife called, wilde-varkens, (wood-
fivine, or wild-fwine) in their wild uncultivated ftate; for
[ had hitherto only feen one of this {pecies of animals in
the menagerie at the Cape. It was confined there with a
ftrong iron chain, as it was very wild-and vicious. M,
PaLLAs, who in his Spicil. Zool. Fafc. 1. p. 11. and Mi/cel.
Zool, p. 16. has defcribed this animal by the name of aper
Aithiopicus, and given a figure of it, farther informs us in
his Spicil. Zool. Fafc. XI. Additam. p. 84. that one of them
killed the keeper of the menagerie at Amfterdam. One
may eafily conceive that this creature is very. dangerous,
if onc only takes notice of its large tufks, (vide Tab. V.
l. c¢.) Thefe are four in number. Two of them proceed
from the upper jaw, and turn upwards like a horn, .confift-
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