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have been generally found very weak ant! weary, fa that . 'm·. 
J'.;ovrmb, l. 

fO'l/e people have ventured forth on foot to {hoot them. v-, ..... 
Soule Hotlentots, who are trained up to {hooting, and often 
carried out by the fanners for this purpofe, are particu-
larly daring in this: point; as they are fwifter in runnjng, 
and at the L1me time, . not 'without reafon, fuppofc that 
they have a lefs fufpicious appearance than the white peo-
ple in the eyes of the eleph:it:lts ' and other animals; and, 
on account of the rank odour they luve, (fomewhat like 
that of game) which proceeds from their Ikin-c1oaks, their 
greafe, and their bucku· powder, are lefs liable to be dif
covered 1>y the fcent. 

When the elephant finds himfelf Wounded, he is faid 
not to ofrer' to defend himfelf from his enemies, and fome
times not even to fiy from them, but to frand frill to cool 
himfelf, and fprinklc himfulf with, the Water, which he 
now and then keeps"in refcrve ·in his probofeis. When
ever he comes to a piece 'of water, and finds himfelf warm, 
he fucks ' up fome of it, in' order tq' iprin·kle. himfelf with 
it. . It is already well known to .natllralifrs, that the ele
phant's haunts,are generally near the rivers; neither arc they 
ignorant of rhe care art<LtegUlarity with which, in Alia, thofe 
that are·rendel'Cd·tam~ are taken tt)'\vater in order to be walh
ed·: . fa wtitdid not.feem at allcincredible to me, that the e!e
}>haUfs '1houlil,·fortret;mes be found, as lam infonned they 
often are" .~"die<ii'Y tomO fields of Africa, quitefuint and 
ci~.lm.tltti1lri ' (')~vett()nalfured mejthat in a marihy 
~~eplilpeltyfpeaking-,;a1l1ace' fullof-1and-fptings, 
{jmlmt!."jl'MIiIJl} hl!biiilwtifetiVedfl'retty d!ftin& traces of ele
,.....tg'·~g'italil't:iiere. \'AIIAhe· acoounts'Jf<lQuld collect, 

"\'0 L. I. T t agreed 
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1773 - a'~'\"('cd in this that there animals,. when hunted, endea ... 
!' ( ·n'~ Ol b("f .• ,",> ' , 

~............. \,oured, with the gre:tteit. care, to- aw,id' muddy rivt'rs, 
probably that they might not frick faft in the ooze ; " ',,ile, 
on the other hand,. they inuuftrioufly fought out the larger 
rivers, over which they [warn with great caw' For not
withlbnuing that the elephant, · 'from his feet, and the 
pOlltion of his limbs, does not teem to be adapted for 
{,rimming when he is out ofllisuepthin the water,his body 
and head being entirely:funk tinuer the furbee, yet he is in 
lels danger.·of being drowned than other land anima!:" as he 
carries his long trunk railed above the [urface of the water 
ill order 'tCf'breathe, 'aqu'can 'fteer his courfe in it hy means of 
this appendage; which at the fame time forms his nofe or 
organ of fmell, and is enuued with a great olfactory power. It 
h as ·confequently· been obfcl:'1ed, that when feveral 'c!ephants 
have fwaro over a 'river at the f'\111c time, they have all 
found the way very well; and have 'bcen able at tbe fame 
time to· avoid 'running foul of ,each other, though their 
heads and eyes have been all the while undet water. 

It is. merely for the '·(akc of the teeth that the elephants 
arc hUllted"by ihewlonifts, ' though at the fame time they 
contrive to preferve ,the fiefu for their fervant~, viz. their 
flaves and Hot!entot~ .And. ' :\& tb:e ' jarget. elephants teeth 
weigh from one hundred· f,O .. ~ne ,hu.ndred .ndfifty Dutch 
pounds, which ·may be ;difpdfed 'oLto ' government for as 
manY 'gilders, fo tll"! ." 1l'i1ln· tttay ,fometimcsearn three 
hundred gilcter.;· . .at '·_;1hot; ' it is ·no wonder"that .• the 
hua,ter& of.elephants .. ,:u~,.~n fa 'extremely:, 'V~,urefume. 
A ' 'poiafant:-(now\ 'dead).· who' had , jJ.~, a 'Iarg¢,~phant 
over' the mOuth of ZQn"*,gl-"i'Ilier; ;.re" ie;-is,.,~,, ~ deep 

and 
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and broad, was bold enoug'h to purfue it with hi s hor[e, . ' '''; 
N OVCIDo(r . 

"n.d got over very Cafe, though he carried with him his ~ 
he~y gun au his fuoulder. and could not [wim himfelf. 
It was [aiu, however, that he got nothing by this bold 
and daring a61ion, as the elephant took refuge in a clofe 
thomythicket, whe,'e the hunter neither could nor dared 
to creep after it. 

It is 0I11y on the plains that they Tan fuccccd in attack
iug the elephants; in the woods, where the attack cannot 
Ue made Qtherwif<: than on . .foot, the chace is always more 
dangerous. The hunter muft take great care to get on 
the lee fide of the animal, or againil the wind; for if by 
means of lhe wind he once gets [cent of the hunter, he 
mlhes direttl y on him, endeavouring to kill him, efpe
cially if <as frequently is the cafe) he has ev<:c been hunt
ed before; and thus has had an ·opporturuty of knowing, 
from experience, how dangerons and bold thefe markf
men are. More than one of thefe daring men have, by 
tlus means; been brought into the greateft danger. DIRK 

MARCUS, the man I mentioned before as living at Hage!
croat, gave me an .account of one of his adventures of the 
chafe as follows : 

" Once·on a ·time in my youth, (aid he, when from " 
hill covered with bufues ne~r a wood, I was endeavouring 
to ~eal Upon an . elephant to the leeward of me, on a 
fudden I heard f.roj;l1 the lee fide, a fpghtflll cry nr llOife ; 
and,(,hough :at that time I · was one of the boldeftof elo
phan,kl}.\!flt~rs , inlh~ . whole country, I cannot deny, but 
that;l ·1'!!!~,iE)!i, terrible.,taking .. infolllUch·that i believe the 
hair ftood ':QUi~,an en>! OIl, my head. . At the fame time it 

T t ~ 
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"2:.i.;,,,. appeared to me, as though I had had feveral pails of cold 
~ water thrown over Jl1.C, without my being able to ~il 

from the fpot, before I faw this huge creature fo ncar ~:ne, 

that he was ahuoO: on the point of layimg hold on me with 
his trunk. At that inJ.tant 1 fortunately .ha4 the pre[enre 
of mind to take to m-y feet, .aad, to .my ·great~azetnemt, 

found m yfelf fo fwift, that I thoJlght I fCilXcely touc~ 
cd the g round: the beaft, however, was in the mean time 
pretty clofeat my heels;. ; but having at laO: got to the 
wood, and crept away .frow him ~"'een the trees, the 
elephant could not . e • .lily follow me. . With refpea to the 
place I was in· atfuit, . tam certain that the animal could 
not fee me, and confequently that he fidt found me out 
by the feent. It mllY ~ thought,. indeed,. t.hat, out of 
revenge. aL leait, 1 .. ough); ·to .have; ·fued .. mY -l'ieceat this 
fauey intruder; . but; ·in. fact, he came-upon me fo .unex
pectedly, that in my· Jir.O: fright J. did not think of it; and 
afterwards, my life depended upon every ftep I took; and 
aUaO: I was too much. out- of breath .tp attempt .BY thing of 
that kind, ,being .. in faa· ·ve""!, glad to get off (0 well as I 
did. BeM ... l:<loubt rauch,whether a ball lodged in the 
chelt, wouldbave gone through -~h.e pleura into the heart ; 
the fureftmethod is,to .fj~ , tP,-·b,.ll . In,,between tile ribs, 
quite fianting'throughthcHuRgI'orm.;ft." . 

Another of thffiv bulh-figJ;itibg gentry, eVA-AS VOLK

by .name, accoNling{to all ~.ts.; was· not !O .(ortunate. 
~ing once uPOI)o .,;>.,:~;oin;,under the Ihelt~of, ...... ,(c~ 

Q4!1g.~m-t~,{~. fo{iJQtlcll) ' h;e~yt',;~:~M 
be able to fteaJ'Upon -a/). . elephant ;.;;~;:~~~""'fJl6it". 
but,W<IS,.difto:wwed, purfued, . ,atid ,~~~a!t 

which 
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which laid hold of him ,vith his trunk, and heat him to ' n;. 

'C.J&\h. This, ho,;cver, is the only inftance in the mc- ~. 
mory of man, of any of theCe nunters having met with a 
misfortune in the exercife of their profe1fion; excepting 
another peafant of the name of ' RULOPH CHAMPHER, in 
whofe fide an 'el~phailem-;iaea 'deep hole with its toe, as 
(witl1oUt feCingthe mail) it wis lifting up its foot in order 
to ftep civer him. 1 examined'the fcar left -after this wonn(I, 
and found a deep depreftion of four of the ribs, which 
were frill fraC1:uierl, -and of which-the man complained a 
good deal upon :my cb'mge of we.tber. This misfor-
tune had happened-to him many years hefore, near Zwm'!-

kops-rivier, where, with two Of hi. companions, he laj' 
f1 eeping in tbe open air, by' a fire tbat was almott burnt 
out. Thefe, very luckily for them, awoke a little before 
the arri\la\> of the- erephant, and crept away among the 
15uil\cs; but the [addle-horfes belonging to all the three, 
which, indeed, were tied to' a-tree; had their backs broke-
ih feveral -Places. The elephants, wbich were four or Ii"e 
in number, Were pafting on their way very leifurcly, at 
tlie time when they did-this mifchief. 

From what has been already related,- it follows -evident
ly; that the elephant-h1mt. -fo circumftantially rlefcribed hy 
M. DE LA C~ILLE, in' hi~ Journal Hif/orifjll( dri Voyage fail 
atiChp' iR B,;-EjIMrance, p. ISS, 159,160,161,1-62, as 
beihg undeltaltenb'y the coloilifur with Iimees, can be 110-

tliihg:-elfe hUe ?' ftory-;''Wifu wbich fomebody impofed upon 
the '~'i.bbes' CredtlIitYr"'''ndwhii:h, whl!lr r was at tlie 
Cape;'~~" ~ple''tiiii:t Knew a Iittleniote-'of' the matter, 
''\1m"i:' ~le:rs"enOtigfi to inalte-a-jeft-6f. Neither isthere 

much 
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. '''S' much more probahilitv in the account given by this author, 
I\on"mlt.c l' . . 
~ of a Inisfortune that happened to an elephant-hunter/ J,,j,, 

this country. The fiory runs thus: Once on a time tltree 
brothers, natives of Europe, who had already made a hand" 
lome fortull c by following this .profeffion, .had, eaell of 
them being on hor{eback ·and ,¥med ,with a lance, attack" 
ed an elephant by turns; which, however,at length, .laid 
hold on one of the horfes .tIlat had fiumbled, and threw 
him, together with his liger" up into the air, a hundred 
paces from. him; then taking up thdatter, ran him through 
the body with one.of his large tufks; upon which the ani" 
mal held him 11p with exultation, as it were, thus impaled 
and Ihricking in a horrid manner,to the two other hor!e" 
men, his unhappy brothers. It is not .extremely probable, 
that an elephant could tIlrow a horfe a . hundred paces from 
him, any more than that a man .lhould be able to cry out 
and fhrick, when he was pierced thrOl'gh, and fpitted on 
tile thick tooth of an elephant. But in the abb,,'s detence 
it m\llt be remembered, that this ingenious afironomer did 
not intend to prinL .• my hiftorical account of the Cape; the 
fhort remarks he .made upon this fubjeCi, being not pub" 
!iOled till .after his death. 

The elephant's manner,of copulating .is a point hitherto 
much contefted .; . fo1',. nQtwitbftanding the great number 
there are of them in . ~l(1ia, many .of which are apt to be 
in rutt in fohigh' a . degree .as .to .~m . mild i~ confe
'luenceof it,ftilLnobody ,h~ ever been abJerJQJ;lIilke t,beJ}l. 
copul~. , Several author$ll.ve explain~d , th~ ,ipa~f , i!> 
this way; that the,.eleph;mts, were ,.t~ w?4ejl,:t9lf~, .;j/ly 
huroan .cre.ltUfe to be wiUlefs , of tb~, uniDl». ;{~:~,im-

fif'.,.JlcC 
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fiance which thefe animals have always 1'ea(on to be ap- 'm· 
"~:henfive of,) though the male :md f~malc are lJOth 1hut !-~~. 
up 'together in the fame dark ftahle . Others again have 
gone fo far as to affert, that the elephants are ft, Ill\', as 
not to fuffer any of their own kind to be prefent at their 
copulation. All<f many have endeavoured to explain the 
continence of thefc animals in their domcil:icatc(l1l::l.tt!, frOlTI 
the confideration of their 'magnanimity ' and pride, fnp-
poling them to have too much fenfe, as well as greatner., 
of foul, to willi to multiply thei'r'l'ace;.nd thus ckbafe it 
by hringing it into the ,,'orld in a ftate of hond'gc to 
mankind. But fince we know, that elephants, ·prc\'ions to 
this, fuffer themfdves to he brought to obey hv com;ml-
fion, and, indeed, to a greater degree of fuhjection than 
almoft any other animal, it fhould feern that we cannot, 
with any reafon, befioVl' . our approhation on this bt:er 
opmlOn. 

In all probabiliry, therefore, this repugnance in a point 
to which nature, on the other fide; vilibly encourages all 
her creatures, proceeds from the pecnliar m,kc of th e 
elephant, rendering it partly lmfit for the pe1'formanre of' 
thefe rites ; an impediment which nature, perhaps, found 
it neceffary to fet up againft the too great inereafe of there 
gigantic animals; as, were it otherwife, . by defolating and 
laying wafte the whole extent of the warmer climates, they 
would bring ' on the 'deftruCl:ion of their own fpi'i.·ies. 
Moreover, as "nature ~oes not operate without means, may 
not the' COntinence of' the elephant, whether implanted ill 
it by ~",; or whether it be the merc 'cotlfeqnence of 
its"foJ'lJl; 'of"other"accidental circumftances, may not, I£,y, 

thi:; 
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. 177 j· thi$ continence be the means employed by nature for the 
I\ 'H"CmDcr. . . • . ~ ~ 
...",...., promotlOn ot the growth and ' ftrength of tius anlt~\i<'., 

which are fo confiderably beyond thofe of any otlier? 
Elephants (excepting fame males, which, being either too 
old or too young to contend with their ftronger rivals, are 
hunted away by them) always keep in herds; fo that while 
fame few are, perhaps, preveilted from copulating in the 
earl y part of life, and con.fequenHy from beingenerV:lted, 
it is, probably, as.' I faid before, .· the peculiar formation of 
their bodies which, after' aU, proves the gre.teft obfbcJe 
in this point; . for the parts of generation in both fexes are 
placed aoouLthe, middle,'- juft under the beUy, and thoCe 
of the male are very ·thon in proportion to its body, 
F'rom this peculiarity in their fOEmation molt authors have, 
without fuflicieat ,fmmdatiml condudl'd, tha1>., theJemales 
are capable of-admitting the embraces of the male in no 
,other manner than lying on their backs, Nay, although 
no one has ever been able to fay, that he had been an 
eye-witnefs to thiS; yet that great naturaJift, M , BUFFON, 
Tom, XI, p. 6,:;' looks upon it as 10 incontrovertible a point, 
that he '~ures us, he ,ihould not once have doubted of it, 
-even if the travellers DE FUNES, TAVERNIERS, and Bus
Sys did not accqru w.ith hito" which., hGwever, they do in 
this particuJar. . -Hethet:efore objects likewife againft 
Ariftotle, and tha~,;w.ith fo $ueh' the greaterreafon, a& 
this ,-author defcribes thei!< ropulation' as, differing in no 
other way from thilt -<it otber:' quadrupeds,: thantDen:l,j!-m 
the.female's lowering her loins 'on , this oooaflOll; ," l\l;e~~ 

,thelcf." in_order. todetennine this ',iiilg.il'3l' ;"l~t:Wjth 
more, ,(JCJ'tainty. I let f1iil'\Do. opportl1!litJ' oj'~';ng 

~ ~ 
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·on the ful1eCt every elephant-hunter I faw. To thi, 
¥Sery they all agreed in replying, that with refpeel: to the 
ab<7Vc-mentioncd argument, they were molt inclined to 
approve of the common opinion, if they had not been 
uifterently informed by two of their companions, J Acon 
KOK and MARCUS POT01ETER, who had aCtually fcen 
elephants -copulate. I met, however, only with the for
mer of thefe hunters, who told me, he had likewife him
felf been of 9pinion, that .the female was obliged to lie 
on her hack 9n this !>Ccafton; till at. length, being out 
along with POTOIETER hunting of elephants; be had occa
lion to think otherwife. On a certain fpot they came to, 
they could reck9n about · eight elephants, which, on ac
count of the fmall lize of their tufrs, they took for fc
males, excepting two large ones 1 which, making fevera! 
Circles round one 9f thek that they took for females, (the 
only one, perhaps, in rut) frequently, in all probability, 
by way of carcUing her,. arock her ,Hth their trunks, 
till at length ihe threw herfelf doWn upon her knees, and 
keeping tl,e fpine of her hack in a ftijf and extended 1'0-
fition, brought her hinu feet quite clofe to her fore feet, 
or fomewhat beyond them; fo that ihe almoft, as it were, 
ftood upon her head. In this forced poltllre they [."v 
her wait a long while together for the carelfestof the 
1Yl<!iIes, who, in faCt, likewife endeavoured to perform the 
matrimonial rites, btlt from jealoufy hindered each', other, 
whenever either .of . them began to .mount. After two 
ho'U:a;·had tillis, elapfed, the patience of out hunters be
gan .t&~. ,;mel the rather, becallfe, on account of the Ull

evell.~ft0'*Y, nature of the ground, which, however, had 
YOLo r. {J u 110 

l {i;
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I ii ;'· no wood upon it, and of a river being between then-l, 
:-.J()\""mber. 
~ they could not dare to advance and fire ~t thefe allim~~ " 

I will 'not diifemble, that though I have not the leall: oc
cafioll to <-1ou1)t the yeracity of Iny infonllcr, and though 
what he told me is by no means impoffible, I yet find 
great difficulty in this matler. But on the other hand, 
the fame may be faid of M. DE BliFFON'S, or the common 
opinion; firft, as they have not been able to .confirm it 
by the tell:imony of anyey,e-witneC" nor e,:.en by any in

.fiance of this kind in other .quadrupeds properly fo called; 
that is, in fuch .anin:iaIs as have fome degr~e ' of affinity with 
elephants ; fe<;ondly,as the female.> lying on her back 
can hardly be more convenient forJhe male, efpecially as 
the vagina, according to what I am told,gocs from the 
fore part .backw,ards; thi~dly., it is. belides well known, 
that the .. older. elepbl"lls, on .jI(OCo~t .. of the unwieldine[, 
of . their bodies, . chiefly ftand when they fieep, in order 
to avoid the tronble and difficulty of lying down and get
ting up again. T .AVERNIEl,{, indeed, in his third volume, 
informs .us, that the . tame females when in rut make 
thcmfeJvcs a kind ofhed, and lay themfe!ves in it on their 
backs, at the fame time invitin.g the male . elephant by 
a peculiar cry, &c. Qut . as the . author did not fce this 
himfelfll'and that belides· i( is . e~1irely contrary to the mo
defty and diilikcto,' ''9pulatioll fQr which the female ele
phapt~ have always .bee~' r~mark.ed~ I cannot do otherwife 
than leave M, TAYE!tl'lIER,'S relation and differellt{)pinions 
touching the (ubjeCl:, totjo.e teft,of f.uture experience.". 

With 
.. C-ompare with th~ foregoing account that fiiYen"by WOLl' 1Iithr~:~ thi," 

\uhjea, in;l book juft publillied, called U The LIfe and Advcntures of]Oilit' Ch~iA:o~ 
. 'l!J~r 



CAP E 0 F GOO D HOP E. 

I With regard to the time that the female dephants go r-: vl\~~~bf"T. 
~ith young, I could get no infonnation; hnt th;.tt their ~ 
cubs fuck with their trunks, is confirmed by the obferva-
tions of many. The female elephants have, moreover, 
been Ceen followed by two or three cubs at a time, though 
Qf very different fizes, viz. from three to eight or nine 
fect high; but the large!l: of them, which confc(juently 
was almo!l: full grown, was, neverthelef." to the great afto
niiliment of the huntfman, fuckled by the mother. Anci 
when it fo happens, as is not ullfrequently the caie, that 
by a female being iliot, an infant-cub has been deprived of 
its mother, and at the fame time been feparated from the 
other elephants, it has endeavoured to a{fociate with the 
hunters and their horfes, in the place of its deceafed mo-
ther, and followed them wherever they went. With re-
gard to this, feveral farmers atfured me, that they could 
get fome milch-cows from the Hottentots in the way of 
harter, or take fame from home along with them, to rear 
the elephant's cubs with, in cafe they had any tolerable en
couragement given them hy the governor : hut, perhaps, in 
dcfea of milch-cows, which, in faa, are rather difficul t 
to be had there, they may bring up the young elephanh 
with gruel or porridge, or elfe with decoCtions, or other 

phc:r. "rolf, .with his V0r,agc to Ge)-Ion." This 3,uthor pretends to ha\'c had all milch 
expcrie]lc(.· in regard to e ephan;i, as the gencra !i~ ¢ j ockies in Enr;l an~ with n'fjlCct 

' to 'horfe~ ; and,porrtively ' afTem, that,the female hes on her back on thiS occlifion. ~t 
~he fame .ti.me &,i.J!.ing,a , ~i.rcum'h.Pti al de~cription of the whole pro:cfs •. Ill,lhe A,ldl
tionHO"me Hiftory of tbe Elephants wh1ch M. DE BUfFON has gwen In IllS Supple 
tne.tf.o ,'~"Dl. IJ~ . (ed.)n +~) and·Tom. VI. ,p. ,6~, (ed. in 12mo) a M. Mu s 
defcribes the , copulation cf the d ephams in Ceylon, In -the {arne maImer as farme r 
XOK d6&lohe. 

" 

U \I • preparations 



33 2 

17 7i· 
N ovember. 

~ 

il VOYA.GE TO THE 

preparations of thofe herbs which it has been remarked, 
lhat the elephants prillcipilly chuf" to feed on. 

According to the accounts of authors, and to what J 
could learn Loth from 1'he Hottentots and colonilIs, ele
phants h ave no j,:rotum; but their yawlg fuckling. might 
probably, neverthelefs, wlderga a certain operation, anti 
thus might be domefticated to greater advantage than thofe 
that are now nfed in India; for by means of this opera
tion, as well as by habit, they would infalliW y be lefs nice 
in their food, lefs riotous and unruly, more hardy, and 110t 

in the leaft fubjeCl: to Ihe fury th.t fomelimes feizes them 
in the ruttiug feafon. But though food leems more diftic"lt 
10 begot ·for elephants Lll1ndia, than it poffibly could be at 
the Cape, yet 1 doubt whether it would be worth while 
for many private people in that colony to keep them; but 
it certainly wonld be very proper for government to endea
vour to ·tame fame of thefe animals, and ufe them in its 
fcrvice. In Indi. an elephant has an hundred pounds of 
rice-groats it dail y, raw and boiled, and mixed up with 
hutter and fugar; belides, this they give it arrack and 
pifang, (vid. BuFFON, p. 43;) but as this animal in its 
favage ftate gets neither butter nor arrack,_ this, perhaps, 
i5 to the full as unnecelfary as to ·4ave it ferved out of 
golden velfe!s, and be waited on by noblemen, as is done 
in Pegu; M. DE Bll,l'F<>N, p. 143,' fuppofes the con
fumption of provifion · by a wild- ·elephant to. amount to 

150 pounds of grafs .3flq roots daily; and in the Memoire, 
pour jeroir a /' Hifi·. des A1fimaux we find, thaHn the laft 
century, an elephant i~ the menagerie at Vei'fililles,' was 
Ieckooed to be very fuffi<;ielltly fed with 80 pounds of 

br!\%l, 
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b~c:\d, two buckets of roup, and twelve bottles of wine Nf)~.~ :;~~r. 
cf.ery day . This clcphant died in its 17th year, but would, ....-v-v 

perha ps, have Ii ved Jonger, if it hall not not been feu quite 
to plentifully; as otherwife the age of an elephant is 
reckoned ISO, 200, and even 300 years, or morc. Per-
haps a young one brought up at the Cape, would be con-
tented with dittiller's wafh, grains, cabbage, and other ve
getables, together with parboiled barley, malt, or wheat. 
Wine being not very wholefome for them, might be very 
well difpenfed with; but as hy promifing it liquors, this 
animal may be made to exert itfelf to a greater degree 
thall uCnal, it might not be amifs to give it a few bottles 
of wine now and then. HoweverJ as wine in this colony 
is at a very low price, the expenee vdth regard to this ar-
ticle is likewife tolerable: neverthelefs, it cannot be de-
nied, hut that even at the Cape it muft be difficult to find 
kl large an an imal as this in provifion; but, on the other 
hand, it muft be remembered, what great advantages mal' 
),e gained by R,eeping them; for befides that the elephant 
is extrenlely docile, fenfible, and obedient, its ftrength is 
very con fidera!>le. It is faid to be able with its trunk, to 
Ii ft two h unclred weight on to its Ihoulders from the 
ground without the leaft difficulty, and to carr~· goods to 
the amount of three thollfand two hundred weight with 
eaiean(\ pleafure. It is likelVife able to pull up trees by 
the roots with it'" ttllks, 'and break the branches off with 
its film>t (vill. BUFFON, I. c. p. 4I, 42;) nay, with this 
fingnlar" lnfirun1ent it can- l1ntic knots with" great readinefs, 
OpCIl l<ldla)' and take up the fmalleft piece' of money from 
the ground. ' 

" Bnt 



.>3+ 
' i; ; , 

No~'~ mu..'r , .......,......, 

A VOYAGE TO THE 

" Rut to give an idea (fays M. de BUFFON) of the fer
vice th is ;lllim;\l js capable of doing, it is fufficient to me-;,::'· 
tion, thJ.t aU the caflu, racks, and packs which arc {CIll 

fron1 one place to another in the Indies, are conveyed by 
elephants ; thot they are capable of carrying burthens on 
their hack s, necks, tulks, and even in their mouths, by 
ll)CanS of a rope, one end of which. is given to then1, and 
which they hold between their teeth; that being endued 
with as much intelligence as ftrength, they take care not 
to break nor do any damage to the parcels entrnfted to 
their care; that they take them from off the beach into 
the boats without iufiering them to be wet, laying them 
down, gently, and adjufting them in their proper places; 
that when they have put them into the place where they 
were ordered, they try with their trunks, whether they 
ftand £,fe or not; .and if a calk is in danger of rolling, 
they will go ..,d get frones of their own accord to fet 
againfl: it/' 

So that it is no wonder, that an animal of fuch great 
utility fells in India for 'nine, or ten, nay, even as high as 
thirty-fix thoufand Iivres (vid. I. e. p. 43') Thefe animals 
wocdd he found particcdarly ferviceable in bringing timber 
fronl Houtniquas and GI"f).t Yaden-bolch, and in tranfport
ing goods ,between the CAPE and ,BAy-F ALSO; cfi)eciaIly 
as, according to .BVF.F!).N, p. ,po they can with great eale 
perfOl'ID a journey of' fifteen or t.wenty leagues a day, and 
twice as much if you puih them on. They make as 
mnch w.ay in their walk as a harfe does in his ufual·trot, 
and in funning as .a horfe does in a gallop, {J. c.) '. !·When 
jn jOlll~ places they are difturbed by the hunteis ~~ the 
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Cape, and find no woods there to ihelter them, they do 
1,.1t itop before they get (cvera! days journey from tile {pot 
where they were. As the elephants in this colony arc 
now become more wary, withdrawing into Si~ficamma and 
other woody tracts of country where they arc Utfflcult to 
get at, or far up the country on the north lidc of V{/ch-
1'il·i!!,- and into Cajjer/and, people have lately been leE in
dined to hunting thenl than they were for fevera} years 
bock; efpeciony as they arc obliged to fen all the ivory to the 
company, which pays by the pound lefs by one balf for 
the fin all tuiks than what it does for the large ones : for 
which reafon, the peafants frequently fmugglc the fmall 
tulk s to the Cape in their butter-tubs, with a view to get 
fomewhat better payment for them from the private mer
chants. Many years back, when the elephants were to be 
found near the Cape, nine or ten people (feveral of whom 
were living when r was there) particularly diitinguiOled 
thrmfdvcs by their fueccfs in fhooting thefe animals, though 
not without undergoing fome danger and hunger, and the 
greateit diiIieulties for many months together; after which, 
on . the other hand, they would in an equal, or perhaps 
much fhorter period of time, as freely and prodigally fpend 
what they had earned in thefe expeditions, which might 
be from an hundred to thre.e hundred rixdollars a man. 
The confe'lucnee of this was, that a confiderable num
ber of elephants have been extirpated: neverthelefs, it is 
agreed on all hands, that. this is a mere nothing in eom
parifon.oJ the number of <thofe that efeape; as fometimes 
one fees them in. flocks to the amount of fevera! hundreds , . , ' 

or even . th,OUlimds, though, perhaps, one is not able to 
fhoot 
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,:;; . lh""t .lbove one of them: fo that they, probably, herd 
N" n: tnber. 
~ together in infinitely greater numbers about the nlorc rc ... 

mute and unfrequented rivers in the other parts of Africa. 
where, perhaps, they do not only find an .fylUID, hut even 
exercifc clnllinion over mankind; whiie the people that 
inhabit thole parts are without the knowledge of gun
powder, an article of fueh various utility, the invention of 
which people are fo univerfally of accord to find fault 
with, rhe great ufe of which, however, in the confcrvation 
;lnd civilization of our fpecies (though I have never heard 
acknowledged by anyone) it does not appear to me diffi
cult to perceive; a great many Negroes, for want of pow
der aJi.d fire-aIms, being obliged to make their dwelling,; 
under-ground, merely on account of the clephants; by 
which, however, they have often the mortification of fee
ing their plantations delb·oyed. 

The Hottentots that 1 took into my fervice near Zondags
,ivier, told me, that in a hunting party, fome of their ac
quaintance had g<ilt aQ. cleploaitl's cub for their Ihare, 
which followed th.em t() their crt.Nil1, where they had killed 
it, and i""fred on its. fteib. The mOlher,who probably had 
at length traced it out by the fcent, went " at night, when 
it was dark, to the craaI, and; b.y way of revenge, clc
ftroyed and turned every th~fue found topfy turvy. 

Both Negroe$ and'liottentll!lis lay [nares for thefe animals 
'by means ·of pits which they make. covering them over 
neatly afterwards. inpJaces' wh.ere,the elephants""C ul~ to 
p;$, but the quantity caught by tI>is method is.very il}confi
derable. I ha"e. alfo been· toW, that the~otten~ are 
dOwetilues adventurous euough tn, throW poifOIlOiJ.,~d,artS at 

all 
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an elephant, after which they mult have the patience to ,,,,. 

j""w.mbu. 
foamv the aJlimal feveral days by the fcent, before the ""-..J 
poifon is capable of fpreading over its huge body, and of 
c.\1ling it to fall. 

The Negroes, who, according to certain private infor
mation I have received, mutualIy buy and fen the tail of 
the elephant at the price of its weight in gold (or, accord
ing to M. DE BUFFON, p. 63,) eXChange it in the way of 
barter for two or three flaves, induced by fame fupcrlti
tions notion, have the boldnefs to cut it off from the body 
of the living animal. The Hottentots, however, fet no 
more value u]lon it than they do \1pon the tails of the buf
falo or other animals, which they carry in their girdles, 
"s tokens of their dexterity and focce!s in hUllting. 

I brought the tail of an elephant home with me. The 
{kin of it being ftripped from the tail itfelf a foot, is two 
inches broad, and about the thickncfs of a thin ox's ,hide. 
Probably on the body of the animal, when alive, this tail 
was fcarcely thicker than a man's thumb. 

From the tip of it, and near it to about a foot higher 
up, on the outfide, grow fame ftiff fmooth hairs, of a 
glairy black colour, and fourteen or fifteen inches long, in 
all to the number of about one hundred and eighty, of 
the thicknefs of middling packthread or iron wire. Thefe 
hairs are not holIow, but of a horny nature throughout 
their whole (ubRance; 'a great many of them, however, are 
tough, and win bear to be doubled or tied in knots with
out breaking, and can (catcely be fnapped ·afunder by the 
ftrength "'j)f ' a man, and would therefore be ufeful for 
making ~s· to fifhing-hooks; though fame of them, 

YOL.l. X X UIl 
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'm' on the other hane!, are vcry brittle. The greater part are 
N ovember. 
~ rather flat than rowld, and many of them very uneven 

and a little twilted, while fume are thicker towards the 
point. Perhaps thefe hairs are not to be follild upon every 
elephant, but only upon the large and old ones; as feveral 
of my acquaintance, who· have feen thew animals in the 
menageries of Peterfuurgh and Paris, could not recollect 
having obferved th~fe hairs, juft as 1 have been dc[cribing 
them, and ihewed to them at the time. 

Foffil elephants teeth, perhaps, are feldom to be had at 
the Cape; probably from their not having dug deep any 
where · thereabouts, and from the Hottentots having long 
fince catched up and carried away fuch as, after the death 
of any elephant, may have been to be found near the [ur
face, and likewi!e from the Caffres being accufromed to 
make bracelets of [ncb as they can procure. Seafaring men, 
however, who have viiited the eafrero coaft of Africa, have 
informed me, thilt they have ivory there either for barter 
or for fale, in a mubh greater quantity than it is probable 
the . barbarous inhabitants <:.auld themfel yes procure by 
hunting. This 1i.k.ewUe _ds with what I think I re
member to have read in fome old writers of voyages. A 
farmer told me, that when. he lived in the diftria of Canga 
in this colony,. ile had found fome· elephants teeth, not in 
the leaft damaged, thNe. feet UDder ground, which he 
imagined had been, · buried theR: in former times by the 
Hottentots as a treafure.· It is likewi[e poffible, that they 
might have been buried· by degrees, and in· procefs of time 
by the 'Winds Tailing the faDd· .and' duft )leal> tlJell:\, . and af
teI'W¥ds 'were ~ CQvesecl. ovlll';lay the IIIQ\jjd"f)\'Jlduced. 

by 



CAP E 0 F GOO D HOP E. 339 
by decayed trees and vegetables. As Iikewife people at "'5· 

NOllt'rnbcr. 
the Cape are very little ufed to pry into the bowel, of the ~ 
earth, there pcrhaps ftill lie buried, from the like caufes, 
in fcvera! -fpots thereabouts, a hundred times this quan-
tity of elephants teeth. It has, however, much morc puz-
zled the philofophers with their fyftems and conjectures 
to explain, how elephants teeth and bones, as wcll as the 
remains of the rhinoceros, fhould get to the cold latitudc 
of Siberia, where, by the name of relicks of the Mam-
mouth, (an imaginary fubterraneous animal,) they are dug 
up in greater quantities than any where elfe. 

In the mean while, till this matter is cleared up, as after 
the whole is mele conjecture; M. DE BUFFON, for in,itancc, 
(fce his Supplement, of late refuted with great foMity by M. 
MARIVETZ, Pby,quedu Monde, Tom. I.) modifying the earth 
accordin,\( to his oym fancy, and, after having previoul1y 
brought it to a fwelling heat, fllppofmg it firft began to 
cool at Siberia amI near the pole, at which time the crea
tion of elephants, &c. took place; others again <lrowning 
it in a deluge, in order to have an OPportllflity of carrying 
thither by the torrent the rhinoceros and elcphant from 
the warmer climates of Alia: I, for my part, could WiOl, 
that theCe great men with their fyftems, woul<l allow them 
quietly to tnke their own conne, and to gct to Siheria on 
their feet. No eafier method at le.ft, none more natllral, 
nor more confiftent with the conftant practice of other 
migrating animals can poffibly be thought of. Who is 
not,. for inftance, acquaiflted with the peninat,ious migra
tions from time tonme of the leminKs (mus.lemmus,) where 
tIJeY-ITiult in" the -end be frozen and famil11cd to death, in 
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. '775, cafe they chance to efcape in the mean time, being made a 
l'i: ofembcr. 
~ prey to ravenous animals, · or being drowned in crofiing 

rivers. 
The m us mixralorius feu accedula of M. PALLAS, is ano

ther in fiance of this difpofition in animals to migrate. Of 
the migration of antilopes, efpeeially of the fpring-boks, 
downwards to the Cape of Good Hope, l 'jhall have occafion • • 

to make mention farther on. The more confidcrable 
peregrinations of locufts, indeed, will, perhaps, be of no 
avail, as examples in the cafes of quadrupeds; but thofe 
produced above are fuffieient to make it probable, that ele
phants likewife are fubjeCt to migrations, either from fome 
motive equally unknown " 'ith that of th~ lemings, or for 
certain reafons which offer, as it were, of themfelves to 
our conjectures: for initance, a. confiderable increafe in 
the number of thefe animals, their want of foo(l, the in-· 
conveniencies attending an unufually dry and hot {cafllll, 
their being molefied by mankind, or affrighted by the 
eruptions of volcanos and earthquakes in their native foil. 

I put the too great increafe of the. elephants in the firfi 
place, on account of the almoft incredible number one fees 
at the Cape of Good HOi'" as well as the maoy centuries 
this animal is faid to live. If moreover we .trume the 
h ypothelis, . that the fouth-eaft. part .of Aba, which is a\ 

prefent inhabited by a D)llllerous. and prolific ' race of menj 
viz. the Chinefe; had been as favonFable to the in
creafe · of elephants, more efpecially in the· fi:rfi ages of the 
world, which are fuppofed to Ilave been the JllOtt . fertile 
in all the productions of nature; it : Wilrnaturally: follow; 
:hat t:bc.llumbers of there anunals., would,. fome' 'till)e 0)1 

otH"£, , 
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other, have received· fo great an augmentation; that" the 17'/)". 

. Novtmber~ 
{carclty of food, and the mut:1.lal conflicts hotween different ...,.,......; 
perds of elephants, mufi have obliged fome of them to feek. 
their {ubfiftence e1fewhere. 

Dry andhotfummcrs· would naturally have increafed this 
deficiency of food for elephants, and accelerate'<-! their re
mova!; and at the fame time, for the fake of coolne{s, de
termined their coune towards the north, and finally to Si. 
beria. I am yery ready to believe with natural philofo
pher" that this latter country was formerly not f6 colel 
as it is at prefent; but cannot fuppore it to hav<l been by 
any n1eans warln enough tQ harbour elephants, excepting 
indeed in fU1111nCr time, as it is- well known, that our 
Lapland fummers, though Ihort, are yet extremely warm. 

SwalIDS of elephants-having thus, for one or lnore caufes, 
left their native' hahitations, and by degrees,. Of, -perllap$., 
by a hafty and {udden ,removal, having arrived at a great 
difiance from it, in more revere climates, and been there 
overtaken by a cold auttlUll1 or winter, it would be no won
der, if th~y had got out of their latitude, allll {prcatl them
felves ftill farther into Siberia and the neighboming coun
tries; and there having periihcd, have been buried at: g reater 
or lefs.depths by earthqu"kes, by the · falling in of ftee!, 
mountainS, and by rivers changing.thcir courfe, and ;It 
leiigth have left to inquifitive pollerity ovident monuments 
of their migntions. 

A j~urne)' oCal1011tt-:'''!'nty-five or thirty degrees, or 
about on~·tbo\lfand one hupdred and forty .miles, between 
China and'Slbhia,c-;;r;ii.ot be looked upon as long for· ele

phants" 
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'775, phants, as I have already ob{'erved at p . . '134, that there 
I'/o" .. b« . • aI . h ' I h f d ~ anlm s can WIt caie trave to t e extent 0 a egree, or 

twenty leaglles in a day, or f'ometimes twice as n1l1ch: and, 
indeed, according to VA/rique de MAR MOL, Tom. I. p. 58. 
when they are put to it, they will make, in the fpace ot 
Olle liay, fix days jOUl,'ney. 

By the account I have given of the elephants at the Cape, 
I find that I b,ave been indll<ocd to dwell with fome pro
lil\ity on the biftory of this animal. I wOllld therefore wiib, 
in order to make it tbe more complete, to qllote from different 
natlllalift. and writers 'or travels (orne remarkable palfages, 
-which tend greatly to illultrate tbe underftanding and dif
l'ofitiqll of tbe elepbant. 

" In In<\i;I ·they were once .employed in launching of 
lbi~. One WllS direCted to force a ve.ry large velfe! into 
the water; the work proved (Ilperior to his ftrcngth; his 
mafter. with a f.rcaftic tone, bid the keeper take alVay this 
lazy beaft, and bring another in his ftead; the poor ani
mal illftantly repeated his efforts, fraiJ:ured his fcull, and 
died on thl> fpot." (PENNANT'S HiJl. of 9J.JJad. p. 155, 
from LUDOLPH. Com. in HiJl. Ailhiop.) 

" ID Delli an elephant, palfUlg along tbe ftreets, put his 
uUlJk into a taylor's ibop, where f~veral people were at 
work; one of them pricl\.edJt\e eriII of it with his needle. 
The .beaft ~4 0':'; blJt 'ifl" ,t).),e next dirty puddle filled . , .. . " " , . 

his trunk with :wate" rpturnei\' to the fuop, and fpurting 
<;:very drop among t-hl' people )V,ho Q,ad offenlied him, fpoilt 
~\J,~ worl<,.fl, (Pl:!!IN. · I. ~, ~o\tl . a4~ILT~N's ifiitory of 
,tIul E;,,"$T-~IIP1~s.) 

'I An 
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" An elephant in AdjiJteer, which often paJ'fed through ' 775' 

Novemb-cr. 
the bazar or market, as he went by a certain herb-woman, ~ 
always received from her a mouthful of greens. At length 
~e was feized with one of his periodical fits of rage, broke lrom his fetters, anti running through the market, pur 
the crowd to flight; and alnong others this woman, wha 
in hafte forgot a little child ihe had brought with hel'. 
The animal, recolleCting the fpot where his benefaCtrefs 
was wont to fit, took up the infant gently in his trunk, 
and placed it in rafety on a ftall before a neighbouring . 
hour e." (PENN .. from TERRY'S Voyage.) 

.. Another in Dektln not having received the arrack it 
had been promifed by its (ornac or governor, by way of 
revenge killed him. The cornac's wife, who was an eye
wimefs to this, took her two children and flung them be
fore the elephant,. faying, Now you have deftroyed their 
father, you may a9 · well pUt an end to their lives and 
mine. It inftantly . ftopped, relented, took the greateft of 
the children, plilCed him on its neck, adopted him for its 
cornac, and neVer afterwards would permit any body elfe 
to mount it.~ (BVFFON, Tom. XI. p. 77, from the Mar
quis DE MONTMIRAIL. 

If the elephant is of a revengeful dnpofition, it is like
wife equally remarkable for gratitude. A {oldier 'at Pon
dicherry, who was accuftomed, w~enever he received the 
portion that came to his.ihare, to ·carry· a certain quantity 
of it to one of: thefe animals, haVing one day drank rather 
too freely, and . fiildijlghimfelf purfued by the guards, . 
who \vete, .going . to ·take him to prifon, took refuge un
der the e\tphmt's body and feU afleep. In vain did the 

4 ' guard ; 
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.o m, guard try to force him b'om this afylum, as the elephant 
"."mb", n d h' 'h h ' k Th ' I ~ protC\:.LC 1m Wlt IS trull . e next mornIng t le 

foldier, recovering from his drunken fit, lhuduered with 
horror to find himfelf ftretchcd undcr the belly of thio 

hnge animal, The elephant, which, without doubt, per·', 
ceived the man's emb.rraffinent, carefi'cd him with hi. 
trunk, in order to infpirc" him ' with courage, and make 
him underftand, that he might now depart in f.lfety. 
(BUFFON, p, 78,) " 

A pointer was defirous of drawing the elephant which 
was kept in th~ menagerie at Verfaillcs in an unC011l.mOll 

attitude, whjch was that of holding his trunk raijed up in 
the air wfth his mouth open. TJ1e painter's boy, in 01'

d,er :to keep the animal in this lJOfturC, threw fruit into 
his mouth; hnt, as the l;ld frequentl y deceived him, and 
made , an offer only of throwing him the fruit, he 
grew angry; and, as if he h ad known, that the painter's in
tention of drawing him was the caufe of the affi'ont that 
was offered him, inftead of revenging H1mfelf on the lad, 
he turned bis re[entment 011 the nlafter, and taking up a 
quantity of wate,r irl his trunk, threw it ' on th c paper on 
which the pai';terwas drawing, 'and [poile~ it, (Mmi , pOllr 
jervir a i'HiIl. des Animollx, par MejJieiJrs de l 'Acad. dt.r 
Science.r, Part Ill.) 

On the 4th we 'came ,Jo :w.~tt7POfcb, a little wood [0 
called, on a rival' or the tame name,' from the circumftance 
of its havingheenf?rm~rly'i.~ apec,u)iar manner inhabit
ed by lions. At ~is time th~r~ livell here a £lave. of each 
fex, for the l'urpote of.t~l)ding ,,)~w ~attle ' belonging to 
"farmer, ,;md of prefervlng the rom-fields from tpe in-

i.,oads, 
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roads of the gazels. The flave's hut compofed the whole N:!.;':ba. 
of the buildings on the premifes, belides an oJlCn thed, ~ 
under which we took our night's lodging. 

On the 5th we entered into Si!ficamma, where we vilit
led the three firlt farmers that lay in our road. As in this 
province there were , v~ious unkn~~n plants, and no natu
ralill: had been there , before uS;flwe llaid there till the 
I zth, when we took our :departut~r and fet off for Zee
kot, or Sea"cow-river; and finally, from the i 5th to the 
conclulion of th~ 'month; took up out loogiIlgina, fann , . " . / ' 

lituated at the lower' or'fouthern ferry-place of 'this river. 
On the call:ern lide of Leeuwen-boJcb the country 'may be 

{;lid to be a champain or 0JlCn ,country, the long range of 
hills, by the lide of whicp. we had travelled all the way 
from the Cape, terminated here, or elfe running on to 
the north. , This traCt of hind {eems to come under the 
charaCter I have given of the Sweet grafs-fieldsand pla,io.> 
towards the fuore. The 'fame may ,be faid of the ' hith~' 
part of Si!ficamma, Wilich, .efpecik)lynear the /hore, 'was ' 
extremely low 'and fandy., 

The "I)'rico ctrifiro' is, likewife to be found ,here, as 
well as at the DUyVen, or Da"es, as they arc called at the 
Cape. The greenith 'waii:~like and tallo,~y fubll:ance, with 
which at a certain. ti,me 0r. :!!>e yeaf the ,berries are COYef
ed, and which is Pr~l:iabl¥'f9fmea by infeds; being nfed 
by the inhabirants 'lorm~ing , candles; whiCh l.mrn "'ther 
hetter than thofe pfi:~f,rojntallow; , 

On the plajjlS. 1. faw-,,:troriie~ns ' lJeids ofth"anti/oj>e 
dorcas, (9l:, bartbe~,vi(le Plate'l; Vol. 1I.)and,likewife faw 
the rnOl1ittie, Of little gazel, I , fpoke of at p. 279. 
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The interior piirt 'of SitjiotiHima is faid to ronfiO: of:m im
penetrable [erell. ' Two Holtentots, who willied topenetbtc 
through it from the llollt l!jqU(1S flde; are f.id ,to h,,,e been 
obliged, after 'having made' . fruitiers attempt during ten 01 

twelve days, to tllhl;baak;jg"iitj.'Pmppy Ie have reached home' 
in ,fafety. ' T'her pe~~: ';Ii great' tilimber ,of elephants, 

:~:~v~~~~~'x~~:~~:~~~: ~:t:~~!e a:n~mt~;~ 
minMeaoo lofe 'themfe}ves in' tbi«k wOOds either,near the . ",' . '. . 
ihore, , or' at': the, tinge of, mouptairts ,which [eparates Sil-
./icc,"i'!u; ftom :P/Oti.tiiiquaj" " Biiffi\loes are 'likewife found 

" " c,," ' / _'p ', '",,.,,,' ,_," . . ' 

theTi:::iii .• t ni1fub¢r$o 
<, ~ ,- , " " : " 

Krdinme-riwi!,. itfeJf at 'its mOUth; or Where it empties it-
felf inlri ~~f~ ;~s ;'Vertbt?~d.lliIddeep; fothatlliips might 
lie 'at: <fu.cltoir-m ;;lr"etY,'<iemm:odi,,,,fly, if ;the -fea-breezes 
~;,<{t~f~i.ei:'Whlcb;probablY, afe -every day 'varying the 
~pe of 'this toafr, had not blocked up 'the mouth of it. 
~'Z.e~ri'!lik~, ' which in feveral ' placeshad been cleep 
enoUg'h' ~ 'harbOur a great*,mbeii't,f ' tWe large animals 
called feOcc'riw.s .. ;{l>iPPPMIflWf,lJIitiipbibi,us, ' .J'late-IV. Vol. II.) 
fr~~\l~~derl;'~ ,'i\i;, n3intiy .\ve ' noW',found fo much 
~hoi1ked'; lip ' with ' '[and 'Jleat ' the;fea.iI1&:, ·that we could 

go q.yeHtdi'y: 1l;iOd. , '" " ',, , , 
', ' In Kro1nmtl!HW~ll"th.e !'lI1Ii~"tl;\i!t4;;'I\ed:hn the JiJOt had 
'h~$hith9~ .. :a~~~;·~~\i{i_~ithat I fa,~ , them 
f~ihg lij> '~Mt ''do.W\!:~.:j:I~'.iri btoaddayclight, and 
of tell frick thcir~\filii'3~~t ~Hfte;,water. in order to 
li1O", them(eil1~§' 6i-~l~*:e:~~~ 

" 'QDthe !'h~l~hts" ,~i;'~I:\lpper: fatin ' on "Zee!<Oe·jooivj", 
grew tJre'brea;j~fr'el "{bfiJiJ<f,;lJoo'in)'iJf the Hott~itOts; ~ifco~ 

'verp~~ 
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vere!! ~Y Pmf.etror T~I!I,N~I'RG, al)d of "'1"!ic~ ~c has given No~;~,\~,. 
a de1i:r-1pllon ;lIlP drawmg hy.the naJUc of Cyea.r Caffra, in v,,-, 
the NQ'I;a 4(1a· R,eg, Soc, Sciml. Up! Vol. II. p. ~83. 

rab. V. The pith o~marrow (medulla) which ahouritl~ 
ill tbe trunk pf lbis lit;tl~. !palm, is.cal!wed ~Ild tied \II' in 
<1rtffll<l~.ILorl1!.t!e~~ip.s,.an4· ~l:\.en 'b~ied il) the eartb for 
the fpace pf -WI~rn. '~f!I<.s,; ~ till ·;~t~P9iTie§ rufflci~ntly mel-
low and Wilder tl:! l>~ I>n~edl!p' With 'wafur lnto a pafrc, of 
wbich they ~fl.er~s ,~'ik~ [Q1!1)1.19aVps Pr ~~~,s,' ~)d pake 
thcmun<ler the ~\11I'P. ':: (FOI; a fu)!.er!jefcriPti9J;lpflljis :vjd!, 
l. c.) . Oth!'r FiQttej)to~; nqt qui,te fa nice;,:nor ; end4~J 
with patience enaugb . ~o 'wait this lfidiot/s method 'of p.re,. 
paring it, arc f~d 'to .m· ~p r'?'ill tp.e marrow, and after-
wards make a kind of · brpwn ·frumenty .of '·it. Thist)'ca,r 
grows likewife near .the Dr;e Fonteins in Lange-kloo/. 

In all Sitjica,mna there were but eight falins •. ' .. Among 
other rare and curious. vegetables, .it is [aid Ibere' 'i~ a. kind 
of fig-tree in the wood~' h~l ' whic!) is of a' :I<1£iy gigil.i).
tic growth, with undivjii~ i~~v~s; ano;! the 'fruit of it is as 
good, if not better, ,t~,$~t 'pt:oduced ft:om .thofe which 
<Ire cultivated in o\lr gaF4~g.s; · 

At Siangen-riv;er, ·two_ ye.~rs befOl'.e IUY arrival in thefe 
parts, a ibip is faid ~o ha~ ':Ceht· a boa~ ,a/llore, the crew 
of which filled ("Y,~i!I;i?l~:'!Y~h .w3tef,$:. ~ · ;)fterw.rds, 
going direCU'Y· ()p. I'~1!j:j; ~>.'$l1~~ ~ :(er(alhl),e(Qre ' any of 
the <olonifts Cow.d ;~~.l~pi~,~~lt with nfi,m;, H"ying 
had an'Opportunit)f5, 4If~~g,,~~;ltI~r.0?' ~, of jaying 
down oo ''l1ly · ~ap·'a1~g~l.o,f ,{~ '~i\:;':~c:n Srtji
eafHma ~~ Zon~gs""~i""ii~lit1'W.oeiilg'· o~~·~ .. to befrow 
1l3n;)es ori! J\yo '·re~ark.pb!e '~!8 ·,: projeC\ing, from it, I 

y Y. thought 
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thought proper to name thcm after two experienced Swedifh 
navigators, who at the fame time have deferved the ap
probation .of the public by the charts 'they have given of 
thc African coaft, I mean tbe Captains EKEBERG and 
BURT'Z. The fOrmer ' has 'given the world a good chart 
and 'defcriptiori'Of 'ifdb7e 'and Fd!fe-bdys"; The other in his 

.', \ ' .- c;' . ,'. -,' -" . " .' 
later voyages , has audet\ , to 'the 'obfeI'Vations made by the 
'former gentleman upon ,'tbefe" 'piaces, and 'has extremely 
well laid,do"", ihe cbaft between Mufti-bay and the Cape ; 
during the p~ri?d · tl\.at,· 'being 1m his 'return from China ill 
the Swedi1h E:lft-lridiaman, the Stockbolm Slott, he had 
the ' lrii~tiittunejg: bi;' detained for a confiderable length of 
iime by contrary w'nds, in ronfequence of his fhip's hav
ing lQft 'l1er rUilder. Captain BURTz likewife kindly com
munlcit~d ·t6" inetfre views'df 'ttlecountryas ,they 'are feen 
frOlrt the: rea; whicK ~re placed at the 'top afmy map. 

', The little' illand which I have placed near POI N T EK F, 
BERG I 'have;' in fact, never feen ' myfelf, but thought it .. ~ . - . . ', ' . ' ", ", "-

right, ' at all events, to liy ddwn"oo that fpot; as Captail' 
BUR,TZ, 'vas indnce~;bJ ah:ol,i-!>ortuguefe chart, that gives 
a toler~blC idea' of ille coan,' to'cdn:tlude, th:1t'the bay called 
'in it Bay"conjl';'II, \ivhere there)f 'a "littI6 ' ifiand near the 
point;' is the (ameiriiehhat',I: h ave J;Ud down 'near Kromme
rivier ; : (6 t~ar: b'e!#.g;:i!ii;~".J :cilOail)iy 'might liot be 
fit~ated [0 a~ ' tP :rek~tht~~llfi~\tiiWief',fi&n'the continent • 
. 1i~reit i~ liik'eW'ft~}rtWfi'~i!:'1~"' rematk, that · all the 
map~ 'lind ' c.h:irts1i §tt·;-illei'\~em:: i!6~ft ·of. Africa hitherto 
kpown, .ii'e ' fitiitt "'rlf'~trt1f{t'6e; fxte\i:t~'ittb the 'eafl
wird' mti~4':\~~ thili,~tt~ft ;gi' and''th:iri I' flii.lnd' it: 10 

be in my jouffie\i 6~\:ti~a: '· : h.ri likc\vifli 'flinfibfe\ that 
mat;l:1 
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many navigators have, in the courfe of their voyages, takw N'm, 

o'Vember. 
notice of the fame error; and among them Captain COOK, ..,..,..., 
at the time when, being on his return from his firft voyage 
~'ound the globe in the Endeavour, he feB in with this 
coaft unaware&. " MQfeover, .,during qur ftay ncar Sea-cow-
river, a fhip w~s fcenone eveni~g, unper full fail making 
direct! y for the fha,e, .and did no(t.ack about till Ihe was 
a1moft ' top, near. 1., afterwards 'learnt at: the Cape, that 

" . 
this was" D.utcJl,yelfel; ~d th,at fr~m die :(Obarffhc car-
ried with , her, fhe, h~d nq~, "I'xpedCil to ,come, upon the 
coaft nearly fO e' (oon, .. nor bad fhe , percelved ittil1j':'ft be
fore Ihe had tacked about. My hoft, who, while-tbe ver
fel was hovering about the coaft, had rode along with me 
to a part of the filore higher, than , the , reft, could diltin
guifu the /hip's crew fro\ll thence; but it fcems that none 
of them faw us, probably on account of forne rn'ift or ex
halation proceeding from .the land. 

I remember to have,creq,dJornewhere in aq. EllgIifil Ma
gazine an account of the,DoMington, ',IIJ, E,nglUh . .&!il.-lridia
man, having fuffered .fhipwreck on an lllandoi rat lf, fitu.ted 
in 33 ':, deg. or, more"J>rqbably, 3~ f So • . lat. near the 
caftern coaft -of Africa. , 'This account ' mentions, that two 
perfons rowe~ in a ikiiI flC:om the ,.wr!";~ ,t9 ,the .COJ;ltinent, 
where, as {opn ',as, *F;~~ivJ.d,., . Wh!\~ : \v~, rQwards the 
evening" ,wear,ied' out'i"1~.,;~c;I 'I'J:boUi:,,: theY t~rned the 
'\Jo~ topf y IU1'''Y" ,a,q.d crePf'~l;il<!er.it , iri .{)f(\er to -go to reft; 
not,,,,uhftanding whi~i \jley' ,w.erein, grc.atdunger fr9rn ,thc 
wild .~s" ,('Probal:!)y ,,,$~ h.~jJqs. .. 9r ,tig(rrwpliJeJ) wbich 

, ". ".r '~" • ," _ . . " .,., ,;' •. ".... 

ende~vQIl~~d AO {queez~then)felves in uMer 'the boat in 
ordp'tq g~, ;",t them. ,The next morning they met with 

the 
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,'m' the wild inhabitants of the country, ,JiQ;.aU,lilo;e],ihood :lM 
No"mb~, , ) 1 k f ..... 1~ f -"'~I d' h ' ~ B~!Z;/t:S-71tell W 10 too rom L..4eU1 :~ ~~~.~:Q IJU,W ~ qn >_.tf..\eJ:f 

clothes; though after a littl~ CO,\lM~ratiDn. and Oil t4~ 
[ailor> carneftly entreating them 9ll t)).eirkQees. t,hey fufferc 
cd then) to keep t!Mi/' ,~,~\,,~~ : !J,'!l:'~ " wd .!~t):U'n \Q their 
di[afirous i{!,al,1\I,~.~l~l'\~l~~"' 1r~~~, *l1Ily atlength, 
tog<4hior wid,>, fo~~ 'rtl.%4.if'~wqce~, \P!'~~ed, jn a wI;. 
l1lade o)lt of the' wreqts.1Jb~,AQr!:J;\l"ar~ , :;Ind came to a 
nation tll,.t .l'Y~U~e,4" ip ~~",ln4,c*p!?-~'~ tc~tb, (pro
bahly ti)(::Fof\i'es~ ,;'r~c;r~ tp.,~;y ,'re~e,y;1)' km~ly(~eived, 
&c. "Oil. ~ec01\eamg :my(clf, ,andQQlUparing this account 

.. ' . " , " ., • . , ." , " ., ,,- ,j" .. • . '~ " ~"" •• 

with o~~J~I,ji\qJr~,!,- 'i:h~ ,iUoriifr .. ,it appears to me that 
this nlip '~s :~reck~ , right Pe,for~, the tnaut)l of ZomJags-
1'Jvier; J"l ab\>u't ·t\yelJ~Yo{ , tb4ty }I!'ars ,ago, a Cmpke waS 

. .' " -'J' " ., ' , ', " . . - . 

f~l ~~~f;;J~9m . th<:).~,,/l.t\1.;ltl;1I ,~I'/!., A farm~r 
ofthF1i~'9f ~/Ii"Ji:IR"" .,\Yp.o at tha\ t.ime w~~ .n h!lnting 
of el~phal);\~'}j\ this diftriCJ, ha~ hought of the }iottentots 
apifti>l. an4 · ~ .pjeceof red cloth" ,whichth~yfa,id they had 
get of, fOq:i~,pe.;¢e;~ho 1,~;~~e ,i.!? ,thelJl fr;om Cea. The 
co19,n¥t?~~,iffJri{9.~ill~, ~!;r~'f\ "ayel\1' ~fter this event, 
a dD§g~ ~~.ir,~!t"~,0the,~,:Y~Fat the" xequeft of the 
J;:1)glilP, ,-!>#:'In\t~ ,, !lqmp.anYI ·l..11 ' :e,*ler, ~¥,.~ for the 
al>.">:,,~m.en~~e9, tl1a(1ds" .. ~l~!" tl!:e,c~~i;;}iI>.iII: were left 
the,r.e;~'i~'~:'#~ ;~~~5~~\ii!ey t~O\jght 
ol};2;P~l'9, ~,\ ,\\?!P,fjy~ :f,~liIl~~,;\f,o,l~H . n. t per
hapf~1!0t1.1d ftilll"'Y; (QJ\~,;~li!iJ.l1' ,to puild;1 -h9"t a,t ~pn
~ags.~~i<!)~~r, wi~h ;~:y!%!\~p.;fpr,~~{e.fmaJl in~jI~; ,p.ut 

. III .order fW:P5?P!e,.~,~~IP: ,~}leI~~,~,~!l/*~\llJ , )t 
w0!4? ;b~ ; ,I?:~p~f:iry t~'{Wl?~Jio,dy, .IltQ~lia¥~~,~j.wfl.o/ 
obferved. th~ tme .la,tltude, oll ·the continent ~~t.,qt>PII-

iit.; 
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fite to them; after which, by making fignals by fires, the , 'm· 
. NOI'f"mbc:r. 

fame place might eafily be difcovere<l. I ' often faw the ~ 
above-men6oned iflands from Point Padron in the harbour 
,of Krakekamma. 

The farm 11ea1" Sea"CoW-river, where we took up our 
head quamrs' fronftlie ' 15th to 'the 30th, belonged to an 
honelt old coloniftj ti"y nation, if I remember right, a Heffian. 
He was a ' f,,'lfihle, aCtive; ingenious 'man, and confequently 
had gotbis "farm,' intO the ' beft order; upon 'which h e 

~ ' . I . ,' ' ,. : . " . . ~ - . r ' ~ . 
had built many moret{:nements,"than 'wc nad'feenon any 
farm we' had hithertO "vifitoo. in the wh'o!e"cautfe' :iJf our 
journey. The main body of the houfe aione c6~fifted 'of 
fix rooms. He had a great number' of Hottentot lervants, 
os well as cattle; but :had iaidthe fimndation of his for
tune by hunting elephants; Having been:, gieat traveller 
himfelf in his y<>uth, be wiibed to render 'tis e"~ry fervicc 
tha! lay inbis power ;off'ering to affift u£ \titli a good 
Hottentot gllide, who·w.rs' 'at ,the ' fametirrte an excellent . ',' .. ,,, ,"'. ',.,' -'''' .-' ,.'-,~ ; -: . ,'.' ,.' -" ," .,' 

fhot, as ' foon as he heiird 'that' we ' intended :toexpofe our-
felve, ' to all the dangers arid' har4fhil.'s· 'th.t'i'iIight a:rire in 
the courfc of 'an 'expedit<ion:"of 'one hondred 'leagues, be
tween that place an'd' :Bnmry'f Hoo%le, [oi' lli{(ake of hOta-

, , ,' . - , --; ,. ",~ . ", - ' . --",,' ,. 
nizing and ll\ intlrig. ," 'But, :\Iruuckily for;;.s;' tne com~har-
veil: was noW apprilaciliin'g;~itbeginni~$ .otC~l,te~:?d oft!:is 
month; befides'(wruCi1; ')nIin¥4"6i'ls" fI6tferiiiOtiaoourers 
were laid u WiiH. 'abi1i(ffitf&i\,1~ ' ,. , 

. lWils th;refore;I'>I)Ug.M' ttl~ Wiilf' ~If.rhe' hiJ\;e!Iwas over, 
an<l ·to'furwaTd'lt'Wid:i'al.'f'tlli,;i'~m~h&;'.h~:jfGft1ihtors co'uld 
give. ' lili itnemean ;'tini~Jhc" &l~~t~d'to ik;;~ tbeprovince 
of attell.d;n!fnrtl'l t:ufi-rtg the : ficlt~:'-add'th'iitWitli. tbe greater 

confi-
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t~O:'~~':er. ron lldcnce, as I had jufr before made two female Malabar 
'"""'" jhvcs belonging to a neighbour of his, find their legs again, 

who, out of mere idlenefs, had kept their 'beds for feveral 
days under pretence of iIInefs. Three flaves of the fame 
nation, like\vife belongirig' to this 'neighbour of his, 31fo 
recd'Vered bynly ' affifrarice ftrim' a biliolis' fever; one of 
them, who had but juft before fallen 'ill" , was cured by a 
ftrong decoCtion of tobacco, the only ,emetic I juft then 
had at hand. ' She bore,nowever, feveraJ tea-cups full of 
this difguftillg 'li'qu6r' before it operated. The other two, 
who had l:iln :above twelVe' days, at Jaft got over the difor
del' by an,c alfebitioll in'., their ' diet; but two other flaves, 
who were likewife'Malabars, had jufi before died here of the 
fame fever. Avidlerit bleedi,ng atthe nofe was faid to have 
fllpeA;"hed lI'thbrt'time'before -death; ' and 'immediatel y after 
it the gall 'gui'treaout in great quantities through their nof
trils; aclic"lmfrimce, to which the allifrants, very injudici
oully keePi,dg- the frelll air from them with the greateft 
care, by'covering thenilip ,with ,the bed-clothes and Ihut
ting' tli:iidoors"quite Clofe,' :\lid not a little contribute. 

With ~ne"Chfjftiii-n~" thediforder was at the height on 
the third 'day;' '\lU1:'wiih' the 'ilave's' ahd Hotteritots on the 
'fifiii or' feveritli ; 

l obfetved 'tlj'af"''tne :iiottit!ri>ts 'complained much of a 
pain : iii 'thHt' 'b:e:idS'~(ili'lf>m&.~\(' 'atid , 'fometimes in their 
ihawHers. This"pruri"Wifltbe\!',I!id moved downwards into 
thei?:atmsanaltg~; k:(~l\~' they ' were not ' able to. ftand) 
as '!bon ;,sthe dilOw~~~ 'for the better; 'whichi illoftly 
h~ppened afiei'1he aplrtfhlfua'tiott(,f emetics; In,," Chriftian 
girl the clifis eame'bif With' 'Vi6Ientpaiiis in the feet. , 

The 
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The pulfe was, itJ)l\I~ be owned, tolerably hio-h; thoCc ,,,,. 
~ "S.wc",ber , 

.,bat trietl vcncfectian, how.ever, obtained no relief from it, 
1ltld were, notwithftand.ipg, trp1lpled with a bleeding at the 
.nofe in the ~ol!ffe '1'f tlle difordcr. The whites of the eyes 
remain~ · y~w , . 1011g .w\li'ie, .excepting in fuch as had 
,v!lII1ite4 {nf\lci!!D.tl,y. '!Ud py that means a metaftalis of the 
]lains was m;l\ie ffPm the neck. to the legs and fect. The 
lick Hottent~s .~ging to my laft hoft J~COB KOK, who 
had been .jull: ciloP~red, and, by palling into his fervicc, 
had m:jde tQQ fU~f\ a tt'a\liitioI:t from tl~ir faHge man-
ner of living, bore very dallgerous dofes before they could 
pc made to vomit, For t!lis purpofe, befmes the tobacco, 
I made ufc of vil4~m emeticum, leu aqua benedic7a ruialldi, 
which I prepared accoroipg to the Difpenfary of tIle Lon .. 
. don college for 176z, viz, two oU\lq:s of eroc. <HIlif/l. lot. 
in a bottle of COmJPon Cape ""ille. 

Though lixty drops of $.is was fufficief\tto co)lfe a pretty 
violent vomiting in a I:-Io~entot .giJi. of fifteen .years pf age, 
brought up frpm her,ipf'\llCY' 'Iffi<jI1g the GjJ.ri(tiaps, and 
likewife in feveral adult,s, · tha!: mad~ ufe of it at the Cape, 
yet four ounces !lad Ilo, t~ :)eaft elf~Ct on three~otlcnt()t 
girls of about the (ame age, 'Whpl~ lb"1l'lpder my aare.a11 at 
one time; l.w,as'Ohliged, therefore, t()·fw:ce ·them 10 fwallow 
pieces of ihagtQbaGC(J·in fup~l:;mce,<m<lto drilll<.feveraI bafons 
of tbe topae<;o q~iop, l~ore 1 ,coull! Pring them to vomi t. 

To two ·Gender ·anO diI:nin!1tiYIil youths, who were newly 
captu1'ed, I gave, by dCgNe$" Jeve"" ({lOql1fJl.\s of the aqua 
benedia1J ·.~m.entij.l~ ,,-JilICl\lCb ' of ~hem had taken 
abollt ,"hlV" ounCCli of it, afler , wll!ch it began to operate. 
i\ yo~th. . oi.about · twent,., years of age, who had been very 

Vox.. I. Z z btelr 
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. ,,,,. latel y caught, took eleven grains of -gummi gutto, but did not 
~. feem to feel the leaft cffeC1: from it; upon which I gave him. 

as well as to an old Hottentot newly captured. fortyanll above 
years of age, (both of them lean and fiender) [""eral tea
cups full of the aqua benediaa. which was now very thick 
alld full of {ediment, taking care at the fame time to fhake 
up all the crocus of antimony from the bottom of the bottle. 
At firli I trembled myfelf for the confequences which might 
cllfue from.Cuch large dofes, but found that· they had very lit
tle effeC1:, till I let the patient {wallow, ' all at once, a foot at 
Ieali in Cubllance of tobacco cut in pieces, and drink feveral 
large bafons full of a '!kong infufion of tobacco, and at the 
fame time Cwallow down the tobacco of which the infufion 
was made. Nay, {was obliged into the bargain, to empty 
Mr. IMMELMAN'S [nuft'-box ·into the tbroat of the younger 
of them, in order to encOurage the vomiting: the opera
tion was for all that very moderate in this cafe; otherwifc, 
the more bile the patients vomited, the Cooner they got 
well, viz. in the Cp1ce of about two or three days . 

A fat bouncing Mdttentot 'woman, who had been fcveral 
years with the ' Chriftians, either feigned or fancied herfdf 
fick. I have great reafon to believe, that fhe pretended to 
be fo, in order to have the pleaCure of'fwal!ciwing the pieces 
of tobacco, an(! the tobacco deooC1:ion, which I fo liberally 
difuibuted on this occafion: Mete it mutt be obCervcd, that 
J placed the fick in the /hade near the front door, and ad
miniftererl the medicines myfe!f, in order to be able to 
judge the better of their -operatiOn ; but muft con fefs, that 
J was amazed to find thefe people's ·ftomachs require fuch 
large dofes of , {a bitter and ftrong a poiCon, as is ' tob •. cd!. 

Though, 
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Though, in faa, it is to the full as altOnin,ing. to fee the 
colonifrs, particularly fuch of them as have been "red in 
India, eat greedily of fo pungent and fiery a fubltance as raw 
capficum, juft as if it was a piece of bread or a [,,,·cet-meat. 
As a prefervative for the health, I made every body ill the 
family take a fpoonful of vinegar, with fren, rue, fafling ; 
after which, nobody was attacked with the diforder. 

(l)n the29th,the Hottentots in the neighbourhood a!k
cd the permillion of their malters to have a ball and dance, 

• in compliment to my Hottentots, who had rendered them 
the elfential fervice of allifting them in getting in their 
rom, and were now fhortly going away. Their requolt 
was granted, and as foon as the moon began to ihine, the 
hall was opened aI frefco. About twenty perfons of both 
fexes joined in this dance, which was kept up till palt mid
night with the greatelt fpirit; and, indeed, I may fay. 
without the lealt intermiffion. The ball, however, did 
not finiili with this; but they went afterwards under co
vcr, and, litting all round in a ring. kept [winging the 
upper part of their bodies backwards and forwards with ;, 
flow and even motion, finging all the while in a dull mo
notonous manner. A drelfed {kin was frretched over a 
kettle, on which they drummed with their fingers, in 
uni(on with the voice. 

The Hottentot woman, who had made or fancied 
herfclf lick, in order to get fome of the tobacco decoCtion, 
[eemed to be the principal perfon that had the direaion of 
the dancing, as well as.-.the mulic, vocal and inltrumenta!. 
Should the reader wiih for a more particular defcription of 
thi~ ,dance, I can fay little elfe concerning it, than that 

Z Z 2 it 

35.5 
I n) " 

N cwtltl Let. 

~ 



3 -6 . , A V 0 Y AGE TO THE 

,:;;- it is not to be defcribed, at leaft Rot in. ail Its dnferen.t 
No\ emb('r. 
Vy<v ligures and movements. Neithe., ihdeed, do I conceive, 

that it was confined to any partictilar 1''Ules i the chief in
tention fceming to be, to, put the -body into -motion: for 
which purpofe, every bod y_ hopped and JunlPed -about both 
by themfel"e" and occ:diohally with each Othet; and doubt
leis with the fame intentions they wreathed, twined, and 
twitted their bodies into every droll and uncOmmon atti
tude their fancy led them to. - Though, perhaps, a Hot
tentot might be induced to form -the fame opinion of our 
moll: f.O,ionahle dances. In the mean time it is poffi
ble, that the Hottentot_ dance I have been endeavouring to 
give fame idea of, was not totally without art in its killd, 
as my Hottentots from BuJJeijagts-rivier faid they had never 
feen fuch -a one before,. and tllat they were not capahle of 
joining in it. . Olir hoft -and holtefs, who likewife looked 
on for a time, pointed out to me, however, two of th eir 
country dances; one w-as called the baboon-dance, ill which. 
they imitawd baboons or apes: this, as well as the others, 
was diftinguithed by a thou{and grimaces, the performers 
now and then, moreover, going upon all fours. The other 
was called the bee-dance, in imitation of .fwann of bees. 
In this every pertOrmer now appeared to -make a buzzing 
IlOife. In this manner the ball continued ' till day -hreak, 
when the greater p:in: of the -dancers were <lbliged to re
turn to their daily labours. 

I likewifc at this time raw an inll:ance of the polygamy 
pra6tifed by the Hottentots, a pra&ice,- however, which ;s 
faid to be very Tare among -them. ' An old Hottentot hat! 
married two 'wives, ari(\ Jeemed in a manner very pt'Olld of 

the 
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the po6effion of them, as doing creuit to hi, manhood. I "2';!i,,. 
was infunned, however, that the ladies very ofte,. quar-~ 
relied, and not unfrequently came to blows; and that when 
their fpoufe went to part them, they ufeu both with one 
accor<l to fall upon him, and wreak their vengeance upon 
·his hair ....... Inthefe time., when the Hottentots for the 
greater part are OaTes, it is not to ·be wondered at, that 
their mannen; are fubject to changes. In the mean while 
I could not get any intelligence to be depended upon, haw 
far polygamy had been formerly more or lefs practifeJ. 
The marriage ceremonies among the Bofhies-men, are faid 
to' be no other than fuch as are inevitabl y ncceifary and 
agreeable to nature, viz. the agreement of the parties and 
confummation. 

My holt anu holtefs, who twenty years before had lived 
nearer to the Cape, viz. at Groot Vaders Bolcb, told me 
they believed the report, that a mailer of the ceremonies 
performed the matrimonial rites, by the immediate con
{per/ion of the bride and bridegroom with his own water, 
was not withom foundation; but that this was practifed 
onl y within their craals, and never in th.e prefcnce of any of 
the colonilts. My Hottentots, whom I frequentl y queltioned 
upon this fubject, chofe neither to confefs the fact, nor ab
folutcl y to deny it, fo that probably this ufage is itilll'e
tained in fome ,craals. 

That the funeral ceremonies arc alike with every diffe
rent tribe of Hottentots, we arc well aifured, as likewife that 
they.re conducted in the· following manner. The deceafed 
is thruft either naked or with his cloak on, into fome hole 
in lbe 'e;utll, Dr fubtel'raneous palI;1ge, where they gene-

rally 
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N::'7~ber. rall y hecome a prey to fOlnc wild beaft. However, they 
~ ufually fluff a large bundle of brua,-wood, or bullies, in

to the aperture of this hole or palfage.-
I was very affiduous in my enquiries, in how far it was 

true, that the Hottentots feeluded from fociety fuch as were 
old and helplefs. The only perfon that could give me any 
infiance of this cufiom being practifed, was my hofi. In his 
younger days, being out a hunting fn Krokekommo, in com
pany with one V ANDER W AT, with whom I was likewife 
acquainted, they obferved in the extenfive defert plains of 
that difirict, a little narrow ail' enelufed with bullies and 
brambles. Their curiofity being excited, they rode up to 
it, and found within it an old blind female Hottentot, who, 
at lir11, as foon as ihe heard the Chrifiians coming, en
deavoured to crawl away and hide herfelf; but afterwards 
made he .. appearance, though with a very four afpeet: ihe 
confclfed, however, that ihe had been left to her fate by 
the inhabitants of her dan. But neither did 1he defire 
nor receive any affifiance from thefe Chriftians, nor, in
deed, had they made any enquiries whether this \Va> done 
with or againfi her confent. 

Calling afterwards at the craal llie helonged to, all the in
formation they got there was, that the old woman had ac
tually been left- there in that manner by them. With 
refpect to any conveniencies llie might have about her, 
they could perceive nothing, but a trough which contain
ed a little water. 

Another cu11om, no lefs horrid, which has hitherto been 
remarked by no one, but which I had fully confirmed to 
me, is, that the Hottentots are accu1tomed to inter, in c,fe of 

6 the 
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the mother's death, children at the brcaft ali r e. That 
very year, and on the very fpot, where I then dwelt, juft 
before my arrival, there had been the following in-· 
fiance of it : 

A Hottentot woman at this farm had died of the epidemic 
fever. The other Hottentots, who did not imagine that 
they Iho"ld be ahle, neither did they chufe to rear the fe
male infant {he had left behind her, had already wrapt it 
in a {heep-flcin alive, in order to bury it, together with its 
cleceafed mother; when they were prevented from aCCOffi

plifi1ing their purpofe, by fame of the farmers in the neigh
bourhood. The child, however, died foon after of con
vulfions. My hoftef. .. , who at this time was rather in 
years, informed me, that about fixtcen or fcvcntecn yean 
before, fi,e had lighted upon a Hottentot infant in the 
diftrifr of Z1ve/lendam, which was bundled up in flcin s in 
the manner above-mentioned, and tied faft to a bufh, 
near where the child's mother had ·been newly buried. 
The infant had fa much life left, as to be in a condition 
to he recovered. It was afterwards brought up by Mrs. 
KOK'S parents, bllt died at the age of eight or nine years. 
From feveral inftances of this kind relateel to me by others 
it follows, that children are never interred alive, or ex
pofc(l, but when their neareft relatives, who are their 
natural gplrcHans, arc dead: fo that I think we may con
duele from this, that even fuperannuated people are never 
cxpofed, but in cafe of their having no children nor ncar 
relations to take care ohlicm: and as thefe cafes may oc
cur but feldom, it is not to he wondered at if this prac
tice 'filould' come -to be lcfs in vogue, and if ConfC'l"cntLy 
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, . ·m,. we frlOuld not fo often hear of it. In the mean· titoo, what-
j" O~C lll uer. 

~ foever it be that has given rile to this <;)lftom, yet we 
that have the happinefs of being in a 'more civilized ftate, 
hJ.\'c certainly not whhout rcafon accufed the Hottentots 
of inhumanity oil this oci;;afioll, " Still, however,· they de
ferve rather to b~ pitied, than to '~ revl1ed'alld loaded with 
reproaches on this account; r()r '6n 'l'~ea;i:lg 'a. little, We 
ihould, perhaps, find, that t06 many perfons,even "in ' our 
boafied civilized focieties, are 'left almotl;delhtute a!!\d un
:dlified; or, perhaps, are entirely abandoned to their dread
ful fate. Indeed I fear; ·that if we were fairly and Hrimy 
to compare the f.ilings and crimes of the Hottentots with 
thofe of civilizerl nations, the iifue would turn out very 
little to the honollr of either, and frill lefs to that of the 
latter. And in fact, if we impartiaUy con'fider the con

.rluct of mankind in a general view, we ihall not, per.
haps, find great teafon to flatter it: neither, indeed, would 
this be the way eflentiallyro ferve our fellow-creatures, 
as Cdf-Jove and flattery, 'it· is aJlll'Wed on :\11 .hancl5, renders 
us dangerous 'enemies to ourfelves; and the ·cafe is jt!ft the 
fame with regard to mankind in general. 

011 the 30th, or the day after the ball,' ,ve prepared for 
our departure. Out haft, · who had hitherto entertained 
us in a remarkably hofpitable manner; Was even more 
than common1y careful ' t6 . ptovide us with every thing 
that he thought we ihould want on our journey. WitJJ, 
this view, he lent me a couple of good fervilOeable draught
oxen, in the place of two of mine '; ' otle ,of",.hi!!t :«lIWi 
not be made ufe of, on accOunt of iis having'.beert:·.it ·p,y 
i ferpenr, nor the other by , reafOll of its .beiI'lg ,irl ;lI'\Y<t1'Y 

bad 
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bad condition. He likewife. as I mentioned before, com- '775 · 
November. 

plimented U S with his beft Hottentot, whofe name was ~ 
PLATTJE,. and whom he had always taken with him him-
felf, in feyeral hunting parties he had made up the country; 
to Qarry his arms for him, and affill: in killing the game. 

Ou .. hoftefs, who was very well apprized that we Ihould 
not often find a table readyfpread for us in a defert of anJlUn
d .. ed UlIr! in length, and that game did not· always abound 
there, made up an excellent viaticum for us, confifting of a 
box full of bifcuits, ten pounds of butter, and a large wether 
cut in pieces and falted in its own fkin; which, after being 
taken off, was tied up again at each end with th.e meat in it, 
fo as to lerve for a fack. The relt of our provifion conlift
cd of two ·Ioaves of coarle bread, together with a bag of flour 
for Iny Hottentuts, who at this tin1e were three in 11U111ber. 

During our abode here we found a vaft number of in
fcas; and many fpecics which we had not feen before. 
Among all thefe, what moit excited m y admiration was a 
termeJ. On a warn) day, about the conclufion of the 
month, (I forgot to fet down precifeJy the day) there came 
out of the earth in feveral place'S thoulands of white in
leas, in lhape fomewhat refe.mbling ants. Some of thdc 
were about half an inch long, and had each of them four 
wing', with which they foon began to fl y ahout, and 
fwarm roulld each other in the air like ephcmcrre, though 
~hClY were not obferved to copulate. When. caught, their 
win,gs .. carne off remarkably ealily, c/j)ecially if they 
~~~ not .):ali;en the gr~t~ care of. Their bodies ,vcre 
luilk -w~.te, .and ext~mely foft, fo that one could 

.~mH rqru;.ez~ :a ,white liquor out of them. During this, 
Yo j. . I. A a a I like-
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'm· Ilike'Wife faw tlwufands of fmaller infeds or ants, but with-
No,~mbu. 

""'" out wings, making their way out of the holes the former had 
juit made in the earth. Thefe feemed very eamy enraged, 
and were apt to bite; the heads were likewife larger in 
proportion, and their jaws were more pointed and iliarper 
tlian thofc of the former. I collected a fufficient quantity 
of both forts, in order to prefent them to my entomological 
friends, and particularly the largeit of them to Baron DE 

GEEII, who has ·adopted them, in Tom. VII. of his Me
moirs, p. 47 . Plate XXXVlll. Fig. 1-4. by the name 
termes Capenfe. This illuitrious allthor has the greater 
reafon to call them by the name of termes, as he hil1lfelf, 
as well as Mr. FRISH, has difcovcred a ternlCS with the ru
diments of wings. 

It was at the difrance of a mile and a half from the farm, 
on rather a woody fpot, that I difcovercd the lern,,! Capen/e, 
and obferved them piercing the g round in feveral places, anci 
with great impatience making their way through the furface. 
As I was at that time taken up in attending my Huttentot 
patients, the greater part of thefe animals difappeared by 
the next morning, when I got back to the place of their 
transformation; fo that I could make no farther obferva
tion on the reconomy <if thefe infeds, which, in aU pro
bability, is highly wonderful. Neither can I fay with 
any certainty, whether this 'ennes Capenji! be the fame 
fpecies with the white .ants, (as they are called) which 
build and inhabit thofe dark-grey hillocks of earth from 
three to four feet high, which I mentioned before, that the 
fugitive Boiliies-men in Lange-klo.! frequently exploretl to 
no manner of purpofe: for feveral times, when I ha~1 an 
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opportunity, or gave myfelf time to break into them, (and " "'l 
. t'l.ovctnber. 

that not wlthollt finne trouble) in orner to examine them, ~ 
I had the mortification to find the birds fled. But in the 
ant-hills or clump' of earth of about a foot high, which 
I explored on the mountains in Palfe-bay, I found a grey
coloured kind of termes, or, as it is there called, pifmire; 
fi,mewhat ctifrerent from the white unwinged ones de
fcribed ahove: but this was loft in my coll~ion while I 
was abrent on my voyage round the world, fa that I can-
not with any precifioll detcnnine to what fpedes it be
longed. The fame dif.gree.hle accident happened to me 
with refpeCl: to another very diminutive fpecies of ternlCS, 
or white ant, which I got a fight of twice in the road be-
tween Bq/bies-mans-rivier and r ifch-rivier. This tennts 
was not greater than our termes puljatorium, or death
watch ; and, as well as J can remember, was very like the 
white ant of the Ean-Indies, or the tannes Jatale. Contrary 
to all expetlation, thefe made their way out of tlle hard 
ground, conung to be our guefts in confiderahle tlUnlUers, 
whenever we happe. to fet our butter-tub, or any thing 
fat orgreafy belonging to our provender-cheft on the ground. 

The winged ants firft-mentioned (terntes Capell/e) my 
holt had fcen in a much greater quantity; he likewifc in
formed me, that the Bojbies-Inm and other Hottentots, who 
were ouliged to Ceek their own food themfelves, fo(m grew 
fat and in good condition by eating thefe in["..:1s. For this 
purpofe, 'they were faid fomctimes io boil them ill their 
earthen v.efrels, in the man'ner they ufually did graihoppers; 
and at other times to eat them raw, a, I at that moment 
faw .my hoft's Hottentots do with re[peet to rome tCw ",hidl 
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N 
1775b' flc'w, or rather were driven by the wind into their mafter's 

o"cm cr . 
...,.,.."., grounds; where the people being then bufy in getting in 

their com, neither could, nor, indeed, as they had plenty 
of other food, did they need to fpcm! their time in catch
ing thefe infeC1:s. As my haft's only fon likewife tafted 
one of thefe winged' ants, I was induced to follow his 
example. It fcemed to me merely to feel coM ill the 
mouth, without any particular tafte; though with greem 
it would, probably, make as good. a dith as feago, or crabs, 
thofe fcarpion-lik.e infects, which we have <lccullometl our
felves to cat in Europe. Tn one part of Carn/olia nca r tIll.; 
Danube, where they are nfed to colleCt epbemertr by the 
cart-load for the purpofe of n1anuring their land, all in
feC1:-eating race like the Hottentots woulJ, doubt!efs, make 
as good a feaft npon them, as they do in Africa upon ants 
and locuft, . Whether the moil mifchievolls fpecies of 
terme.r, the tenneJ falale , Sy ft. Nat. or, as they are called, 
the white ants of the Ean and Weft-Indies, whether thefe 
naturall y inhabit the Cape, I cannot, "~:termine with any de
gree of certainty; though it has bee~ften a{[ened, that the 
white ants fometimes mme thither with the Eaft-India 
fhips, and neftle themfelves in there for fome time. Mr. 
IMMELMAN's parents told lne, that a brick floor, laiel upon 
the bare earth in the lower part of the haufe, funk all at 
once tothe extent of about four feet fquare and two feet 
deep: and it was found, that this unexpeC1:ed mine proceed
ed from fome white ants, which had made their nefts be
neath the fiooring, and from thence likewife· had begun 
to form avenues to the pantry. However, they dcftroyed 
at once the whole colony of thefe unwelcome gueft~, by 
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pouring boiling woter upon them. Otherwife people arc 
wont, according to the acc.ount:- I have received from thoft: 
who have been in the Eafi-Indies, to drive away thefe in
feCts with petrolreum, ami other Ihong-fcented oils. Rot
ten filh, which are faid to he as had as poifon to pifmires, 
would likewife, probably, dear the houfes of th e f ' rllIeS. 

Though, perhaps, the firongelt poifon for thefe infeCts is 
arfenic; as a fmali pinch of it onl y fircwed in any place 
in the vicinity of rheIn wm, according to ~f. CHAr\VE
LON, in his ro),OXc to A1ar!inico, kill maIl)' millions of 
them in a fe w hOllrs. 

The damages caured hy the white an~_s) a"o.; they arc call
ed, (which, howl:vcr, perhaps, coufi{\: of man y different 
fpecies) may be pretty well gucffed at from w hot has been 
faid alrc:1dy. It, however, ucfcrvcs likcwife to be men
tioned, that merchandize to an infinite amount are dcftroy
ed yearly both in the Eafi and \\'elt-Inrlie3 by thefe ver
min . In the fpace of a few hours they are able to eat 
into a eheil, and, as it ,vere, cut to pieces an the linen, 
,filk., 'Clothes, and books in it; on ,"hich account, people 
in thefe countries are obliged to have their trunks and Incr
chandize flung upon ropes. 11 is likewifc, perhaps, capoble 
of multiplying its fpecies more than any other infeCt; 
for Profeffor LINN ",us very kindly {hewed me a female, 
which he had jufi before received from the EaO:-lndics, 
and which was an inch and a half long, anel of an extreme 
bulj, and confcquently capable of laying millions of eggs . 

Though I could not learn whether the more noxi",:; 
fpecies of white ants are natives of the Cape or not, yet 
it i, Jyery well k.nown, that Africa, al.leaO: that part of it 
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'175- near Senegal, is pefrercd with them. hI fa Ihort a iil,ace 
Novl: ll lbl:r. 
~ of time as betiveen the evening and midnight, they have 

been known to form a vault or covered way of earth or 
clay, whidl they have gone in quelt of and prepared 
themfcll-es, as other abfervers have remarked. This arch
ed way reached from the floor -of M. ADANSON'S chamber 
to the head of his bed, Cfee his Voyage au Seneg-al.) They 
moreover not only began to cut his Iheet and mattre[, in 
pieces, but even had the impudence to fall foul on M. 
ADANSON himfclf. A Hottentot with a good appetite, 
would here have had a fair opportunity of putting in exc
clltion tht:: kx ta/ion;! ~. 

The loeufis, Jikewife, fometimes a£fold a Il.igh treat to 
the more unpoJilhed anu remote hordes of the Hottentots; 
when, as fometimes happens, after an interval of eight, 
ten, fifteen, or twenty years, they make their appearance 
in increc1ible numbers. At thefe times they cume from 
the north, migrating to the fouthward, and do not fuffer 
themfdves to be impeded by any obltacies, but fl y boldl y 
Ofl , anu are drowned in the fea whenever they COlne to it. 
The females of this race of infeCts, which arc molt apt 
to migrate, and are chiefly eaten, are faid not to be able 
to fl y ; partl y by reafon of the lhortnefs of their wings, 
and partly on account of their being heavy and diftended 
with eggs ; and lhortly after they have laid thele in the 
fand they are faid to .die. It is particularly of thefe that 
the Hottentots are faid to make a brown coffee-colqjlred 
fonp, which, at ' the fame time, .acquires from tht: eggs a 

• In Vol. LXXI. of the Phil. Tra.nf. may br fern a more circumfhntial and 'com~ 
p!ctc account of tbeft: inf~&,; by Mr.. Smcaduna.o. ' 
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fat and greafy appearance. Several different people agreed ' 775· 

in giving me this account, and at the fame time into~ed ~. 
me, that the Hottentots were highly rejoiceU at the ""'frivol 
of thefe IOCII115, though they are fure to ddiroy every bit 
of verdure on the ground: but the Hottentots make thcm-
felves ample amends for this lof5, by falling foul on the 
animals thcmfclves, tating them in fuch quantities as, in 
the fpace of a few <lays, to get vifibly fatter and in better 
condition than before. My haft ill particular infoffilcd 
me, th:l.t being one locnft- ycar on a huntillg expedition on 
the other fide of FijCh-river, the Huttentots in thofe parts 
cxpl:lincd the abundance of thefe infeCts as proceeding 
from fome great mq/ler conjuror a good way to the north-
ward, having retnoved a none fronl the u10uth of a cer-
tain deep pit, out of which he had let loofe thefe animals, 
in order to be food for them. The intentions of nature, 
however, ill the prorluCtion of loenits, is hardly an[wcreel, 
by their f()mctimes ferving to fatten a few Hottentots. But 
lover-ran too haftily the very extenfive traCts compofing 
the l(mthern promontory of this 'lUClrter of the globe, to 

be "l,k to point out with any degree of certainty, any 
other ufes accruing from the migration of the locuits thi-
ther in (ueh great numbers. I will venture, however, to 
throw out a conjeCture, which, at leafi, can do no harm; 
namel y, that according to all accollnt~, wherever the 
fwarms of IOCllftS alight, the vegetables are fometimcs en-
tirely confumed and dellroyed, appearing as if they held 
been burnt 1'1' by fire. Perhaps, the u(e of theCe creatnres 
is the {.,me with th"t of fire, which latter is applied by , . 
the ' ·olonifts and Hottentots to the purpofe of cJe"ring 

their 







~ 
~ 

. ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~ 

~ ~ 

~ 
~ 

@ ~ 

~ 

~ 
~ ~ 

\. 
to.. 

~ 
~ 



A 

v o y A G E 
TOT H E 

CAP E OF GOO D HOP E, 
TOWARDS THE 

ANTARCTIC POLAR CIRCLE, 

• N n 

R 0 U N D THE W 0 R L D: 

UtlT CHIEFLY INTO Till. 

COUNTRY OF THE HOTTENTOTS AND CAFFRES" 

FRO M -T HEY EAR 177Z, TO 1776. 

B Y AND R E W SPA R R MAN, M. D. 
fl.OFESSOR OF PHYUC AT STOCKHOLM, n:LLOW OF TH E ROYAL ACADEMY OF 'CIENCU 

IN SWEDEN, AND lHHEC'rOlt OF ITS (;AlIlNET OF NATURAL HISTORY. 

TRANSLAT!.D FROM THE SWEDISH ORIGINAL. 

WITH PLATES. 

I N TWO VOL U M E S. 

VOL. lI. 

LON DON: 

'IUNTED FOR G. G. J. AN j) J. ROBINSON" PA TER .. NOST~R-1l0W • 

.u. DC' .. xxxv. 



[ Ul ] 

c o N T E N T s. 

C II A P. ¥. 

JOURNEY fROM SEA-CaW-RIVER. TO LITTLE SVNDAY-RJVE&. 

Set out on their journey. CamtlJur5-river. Defcription of (he Hottentot 
Capr. Kies. who is treated fans ceremonje by theamhor'sHonentorP1artje. 
A farmer's account of the great drought, and of a hoard of Caffres he had 
met with on the road. Ga1gebofch. No water to be had. Van Staade's 
river. Are vifired by fome Gonaquas Hottentots. Defcription of the 
pecfons, drefs, &c. of thefe people. Throw their javdins at a mark. 
Not remarkable for dexterity in this point. A grain called holcus 
forgum yields an inebriating liquor. Their waggon in danger of being 
blown into the air, from their having inadvertently fet fire to the grafs. 
Caroufai of hunters. The faIt-pans. Defcriprion of the cimex para
doxus, or Ieaf. infetl. Mr. Immelman fpits ,blood. Is in danger of 
being tolfed by buffaloes. Guinea·hens. Appearance of the banks of 
Sunday-river. Hire feveral Bolhies-men to atrend.them in their expe_ 
dition. Give chafe to an uncommon fpecies ofwood~fwine. Defcrip
tion of there animals. Hoccemot or baftard Caffres. Theif' dance 
and f\Jog. Voluptuous practices of the youths of both [exes during 
dancing. Envenom~d wound. Curious milk-balkers. Method of 
milking. Circumcifion practifed by thefe people. ConcluCton of the 
milking by finging and dancing. The author turns conjuror. Bafrard~ 
Caffre conjuror well paid. Fox-tails for warm weather. Buffalo
lice, p. 37. 

C HAP. XI. 

JOURNEY n..ot-t: LITTLE SUNDAYS-RIVER TO BOSHIl:S-MASS-RIYER • 

.concerto of lions. Their roaring defcribed. P~Farations made "gainll: 
an a!tack (rom there bea[ls. Animals fear the lion by inHinCl:, ami per
ceive him at if, di.itance,t even when he ~ not roar. Lions few in 

a:J .. number, 
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number, compared with other animals. Not fo bold nnee the Dutch 
have introduced the ufe of fire-arms into that pan of Africa. Del not 
immediately kill a man, ('xcep' in cafe of refiftance. Neither.do they 
anack any animal openly, except irritated or very hungry. Mt'afure

r 

the kngth of (heir leap, when they hia'e miffed their prey by leaping 
over it or Olon of it. Lurk chiefly near rivers. Scared away by the 
noire made with an ox-whip. Singular d cape of ;1 Hottentot from a lion. 
Lion frequently betrays marks of ·cowardice. loft-anee of a lion being 
fhot with its prey IyinES under it untouched. In general contcnt with 
wounding its prey, i('!t' be a human crellture.-· The caufe of this in

-velligated. Ludicrous fituadon of a farmer purfued by a lion. Great 
firength of tllis animal. Not, ftrong enougll, however, to overpower 
[he buffalo, without having recourfe, [0 art. Artful ex~dient of one, 
(or c:lrry~ng , off & ~uffa~~ !ntb.llce,o( a bufFalo's keering 'five Jions I.e 
bay. Lion ea1ily torn ,In pleces J~y a .dozen farmer s dogs. Horfes , 
fond of .hulltiflg)~ns an'd .. other ~crc.c il:nimals. The chafe of the lion 
dcfcribed. ColoriUts hun~ Ihem ,Wlca great' cagernefs. Not hard to 
kill with gum. Its hide tender ... nd penetrable. Their principal Hot
tent?t markfm~q !hOOl' a buffalo.,· . Defcription of the buffalo. Its ears 
by .the. H~ttcn.toU f~pofcd ~o 'be.. torn by evil fpiri ts • . A treacherous ' 
and crud an~mal./:~·fond of lyiqg down in the water, or wallowing in 
the mire. Buffalo-calf. The calves might be brought ,up, came. The 
ftdh good eating . . Cannot be !hot with balls of lead 'alone. The 
gaffiC wantonlydeftroyed in great abundance by fome fpordinen. Glut
tony of the Hottent~ts. AQiufe themfdves with cracking jells on 
thdr maClers, in their own laaguag(,. Smoke cow~dullg in defauh of 
tobacco. Idle in the .higheft. degrcc) and difficult to govern, p. 73. 

C HAP. XII. 

JOURNEY FR.OM BOSHIE$~MAN$~J.IVE-Jl TO ~AMMEDACJC.A. 

Sneezing-wood ic Nie'z-hout-kloof. The honoriry d~grce of doc.'lor con
{erred on the author jp his .bfC'nce. ' Butterfly-hume'r in danger of 
being impaled like the infca, he had caught. A buffalo-hum. Nafti. 
nefs of the Ho{£cntocs. Paine their cheeks black when they go a COUrt

ing. Amor.ous combat · between tWO tiger-cat,. ·Oflrich-chicks. 
Rank water. Ridiculous neacnef!. of a Dutchman. Defcription of [he 
fpring.bok~ Ltaps very high, and expaods the white lift on its, back. 
when purrued. Very {wift • . ~ammedacka well. Look out thhrc: for 
die tw~horned r.binocc~~· Kolbe acv.ci faw (his animal in reality. 

The 
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~he author's cru~lty to fome birds dying with thirft. Alarmed all 
Dl~t long. by a han. The raw roo~ of a [pecics 'of purOain very good 
eatIng, as IS that of the da-t'kai. Hottentots, thoot tWO rhinocerorc:s. 
The manner in which they informed the author of it. The deCcription 
and anatomy of the rhinoceros. The author and his friend in great , 
danger from one. Meet a herd of el~-antilopes, and afterwards with 
a party of colonifts, p. J ~7. 

C HAP. XIII. 

JOURNEY FROM Q£AMMEDACEA TO AOTl!Jt. BllUNTJES-HOOCT! , 

Hunt"a couple., of ,Jions;': ' .Oib'iche~(~ft, ,_ The Ulal.e oftrich affifts the 
female in the act D,n ~<;l1bation~·>T>~i3 ~q'~f~fJers made ufe or for 
c-haflng a~a:y' tb'e t1ic!.l . · Eggtuftdl ~~~:t~;: &c. but not equ~ 
to thofe of hens in' good~~;<r.~~.~~9h1o'rhide their eggs wh~n 
putfued. Bu.ffon, c'ririci~ed', ?~ "t.~~~jta; as'w.eH as with refpea to his 
account of thIS blrd's fk1O. Id";(:f1,lJke tbe hon ',s roar. Alluded to 
by the prophet Micah. The: young have no cry. Oftrichs become 
yay tame. Might be broQght to bear burdens. Chieft.y (ound in the 
carrow countries. Hunting the buti'alo. Ludicrous fccne o( the 
Hottt:ntots loaded witP the fiefh. Difmal fituation of the author, when 
benighted, at a diflance from his waggon, in a ftorm. Defctiption of 
the gnu. Irs daffiflcation. The gnu met with here very vicious. 
Mann!':r of keeping Chriftmas-evc in the defC'rt. Meet with', fame 
co}onills. Ludicrous defcription of the drer!! and fiO'ure of the two, 
travellers. H ippopotamus's fkulls. The author indifpofed. He and 
his party begin to want bread. Convulfive motions in the mufdes of· 
a dead hart· bed!:. p. J 39. 

C HAP. XIV. 

R ESJD~:NC.E AT AOTER BRU NTJES-HOOGT£. 

Arrival at Agter Bruntjes-Hoogtr, Cattle out of doors aU winre r, Culd 
in thefe parts. Rav:\gescommittl"rl by the BofuiC's-tnl"n hert'. Havork 
made a.mong- thlm by ihe colonith. Snefe-J-lonenrors. Theil' com
plexi<}11 and temper , GeograFhicaJ obfervat>ms 011 the counlry they 
IOhaba. The Tamuuki tilvt:f mlnes. Difquifition concerning the 
unicorn . Th( country of tL(;; Catfrcs. Their go'Zcrnmcnt and w:ml. 

' 1' 1, 
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The roalTacre of Hc,l,Ippena.er and ~i~ P~ft Y. in this couctr:y. ~~ng 
Ruy.rer's cr~~. Ruyt(r'~ hi fhvy, t),ranoical qcliaviollf anq wars. Com
pari (oo between ~~e r~rp-eaiye O1qdes of 6gh~i {l.g of the Hott cnto~ and 
Caffres. Slaves of the:: Chrij'tiq lls I1l.QrC w.u"\ike than eirha J and much 
efieemed by the Cafffl:~. Defc:ription of Cajndebo. · Roads from thence 
to the Cape. Plan formed for ~i[endjl)g tJ1c j ourney. Ii proves ~bor
rive 011 many accounts. Ddiglli:(ul "lituation and fert ili ty qf Agt.er 
Bruorjes-Hoogte. Happy lives of the fanuers there. The foot matl e 
by them an index to the "road. Commodious pofture of fi tting. Ex
treme moderation in ~tniture an$l drcf:t. Their vi,rtucs. Frit:ndly pro
pafal from a female. New curc for the gour. Advantages 'of the me
dical art to mankind. Worms univ~r.fally mifraken here for pulmonary 
complaints. The gnu.. T-he,1, ,iverra crRlata,or- grey jackal, onkjes
~nd common jack~. I?e(criptio~ . ?f P\e r~tcl. Its i):1an~~r,of plunder:
Ing bees: nefts: Very dl~~rt ~JtilJ. The zeroa, or anImal anonyme 
of Buffon. Bruc·es ":rriHbke, .co;apceming -it t:eClified. Defr.ription of 
the honey -:guide •. " l?I ~~.~; .. l~ t1!c;:: Ph~~CTranf. reEdfied. The jerboa 
C1penf1.&. The "bl~rm~fl, C?r ,nJ\~s. ~apenfi5. The zand-molJ, or mllS 

Calfer, re~-mbles 'the r~inocei"Os. The ~~lpa AGatica, or variable mole, 
more properly the forn aure~sJ d~fqibc:::d. An(wer to Dr. Pallas's query. 
T-he gazel.~ of t~~~.s:o,Uf!trt de~crib~. !he hart.beeft and e1k-aptilope, the 
fat or .. this latter ~,e."ry 'fiQt:. 11hey' migrate to the fouthward in great 
droughts. Chafe ofan-elk-antilope. The beaO: fweats blood. Dangers 
of the chal"i: in this p~untry. The author's horIe faJl s with him. The 
koedoe, or coudou. PleaCant mifiake of Buffon concerning the name. 
The Cape-chamois, or gemfe-bok, fomewhat refc:mbles (he dk of Kolbe. 
The blaauw-bok, bunte-.bok, and gnu. The ree-bok, rier-ree-bok, 
vlak-fteen-bok, fteen-bok, duyker-bok and klip-fpringer. A baboon 
hunt-the dogs fhew more malice againft this animal than againfr any 
.other. Strictures on BufFon's opinio!) conccrninf; the neceffity ("If a meat
diee for man. Defcription of the camelopardahs. Defence of Haffel
quift againfl. Buffon. Pleafant opinion of the Jatter concerning the 
horns of oxen. Buffon convicted of fetting the horns on (he wrong 
head, p .• 48. . 

C HAP. 
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C HAP. XV. 

]OVlKEY PltCM AOTER BRt1NTjES-HOOGT& TO THe TWO VlSCH~RIVnSJ' 
AND Il%SIDENCE AT .THOSE PLACES. 

DepartUre trom Agter . Bruntjesw~oogte. Beauty in a deren. Shoot a 
tigtr. lriftailc'e of a ti~r got t~e better of by a nave. Unwelcome 
vi fit froin a large part;" of c'~Ies. Preparations for their reception. 
The confererice. . TheIr method of n~ughterjng their meat. Heaps of 
fto"nes, prob"bly antique mon,uments. Kok's-craal. Amazing [wift
nefs of the Hottcntou. Blodtidc 'of th~ fea-cows in their pits. Great 
danger fitim one of'them. ,. Cry C£ ~ thii t&Jlimal defcribtd. A fca
tow thoi by oQc of the paItt ip,·hia fieep.. He,! calf carried off and 
fiaughtered. Defcription o( it. The hippopotamus lives entirely on 
llerbs and grafs. Is fomctim~ . feen in th.e fe., ,but cannot drink -the 
faJ,t water. Copulation, fize, and mr=thod of catching thefe animals. 
Not flow in their -pace. Medical virtues ~f their 1kulb. Anatomy of 
the' c"alf. Leaches of a new fpedes about' ita anus. Difquifition on· its 
different names. Propofab for catching and keeping thefe animals 
alive. The waggon in danger of being overturned by a rhinoceros in 
its flight. A rhinoceros hunt. A Hottentot coward becomes bold 
(rom fenfibiliry. The fine fcent of theHouentots accounted (or. Two 
of the Hottentots in the authors train 1hoot a rhinoceros a Oup. Hot
tentot bribe. Inftance of their peculiar turn of mind. Love in a defcrt. 
Drowfinefs the effeCt: of love. Recipe for that paillon. BilIet~doux of 
a forefier, p. ,300. 

C HAP. XVI. 

]OVRNEY BACK TO THE CAPE. 

Rhinoceros hunt. Dan~rous ride in the dark. Diabolic~1 yell of a p:lck 
of hyrenas. Conge. ot a Hottentot. Plettenberg's colony. Arti fice of 
a hippopotamus to breathe in the water. Another of a colonill to cheat 
the government. The golden age reftored among the Gunjem:m Hot~ 
tentOlS. The riches of a female Gunjeman. Simplicity of their diet. 
Zwartkops-river. Boldnefs of three young lions. Damaqu!s H otten

"tots,,·; The fea-cows go to rea with the tide. The company fcared by 
a bUlfaloJ and loA: in a wood. The travellers return to their old hoft, 
]. Kok. Inconvenience of feather !;tcds. Red wine and oyfiers. Scorched 

S ferpenu. 
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rerpent!. The bulla -aehann.. A country 1ft Allnes. Wagtnboom~' 
river. The author loft, hiJ way on horfeback in a dreadful ftorm of 
thunder and lightning. Method of ' conVerti~g grape,s into railins. 
Famine arifing from the drought, Revifit Arcaquas-kloof. The au
thor's coUtaians hurt by the waggon'J overcurninB there. Valfche
rivier. Guat fcarcirr of ploughfbarcs ~n .Afric~, and of wrought iron 
in general. A b~rle royal b~tween J. "Hotttntound his wife. A receipt 
to promote union in the" married frate. The imaginary gold-mine. 
The aloe- plant difcovered by • N:~gro nave. Method of preparing 
t he gUm from it. "The geitje, .'a bighly venomous lizard. Dreadful 
confequences of its bite. Cured by a ,flave. Conjeaures on its origin. 
Oefcription of this .animai. $¥fte.n.1~ucal defcrlption of the lacerta 
Capen tis. A very large (pede. Of'11iurd j and, very difficult to kilL 
Dcfcripliun of a (ingular Inonymvus 'quAdrur~d : .A (armtr murdered 
by his Oaves.. Surpri-zing efcaJ! qf~b,i4 fon. Cruelty of the colonifts 
to theLr Oavel, and hOrrid punlfh~nts i'n8ic9:ed on them~ Public exc
cutiOM oniy (c;tVe tO o' irritate ''the : cell. Dilferent difpofitions of the 
Slave, of different "adons. PecuHar turn of mind of the Bugunefe. 
The auchor re[Urns by thc.way of Roode-nnd. A lake newly difco
vered at Sneeuwberg. Brandy made from a. fpecics of cactu.. Arrival 
at the Cape, p. 35? '. 

A VOY AGE 
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TOT H E 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 

C HAP. X. 

JOURNEY FROM SEA-COW-RIVER TO LITTLE 
SUNDAY-RIVER. 

O N the 1ft day of December we fet off on our journey 1m· 
. . . December. 

eaftward from Zee-Roe-rtVler, and the next mornmg ~ 
from Cabeljauuw-rivier, which was the laft place we 

came to that was inhabited by chrifiians. At noon we 
reached Camtaurs-rivier, where we baited. 

Here a Hottentot captain, or rather a patriarch, exercifed 
dominion over about half a hundred peop/~ "but Was frill in 
his way a fovereign. He was a little old man, of the 
name of KIES. I Ihould at firft fight have been eamy 
tempted to confider him as reign~ merely over women, 

VOL. II. B ' as 
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'775' as at that time the company, in which we found him fmoking 
December.. . 
~ Ius pIpe collfilled only of femaj.es; for the men (except-

ing fame few who lay ill of a putrid fever) were all out; 
fame of them to hunt a lion, which had lately committed 
'ravages among their cattle; and tile others, it, was faid, 
were gone to a great diftance, in order to gather a certain fuc
eulent plant, which they made ufe of for chewing, either for 
the fake of pafiing the time away; .or on account of its 
being of a pleafant taite, and having the property of af
fuaging their hunger. Captain KJES, therefore, abfo
hitely denied our requeft; whieh was, that he would let us 
have Jome of his Hottentpts by way of guides, who might 
likewife be a neceffary afiiftance to us, and reinforcement 
of our company in the journey we were going to make 
through the wildernefs. 

In the meanwlrile, I could not help being rather afilamed 
of the rude behaviour of my third Ho.ttentot or markfman. 
PLATTJE; for though 1 had hitherto never feen him at all 
blunt in his behaviour, but had remarked, on the contrary, 
that he had always addreffed thefe Hottentot patriarchs with 
fame kind of tefpeet, 1, now obferved, that immediately 
on our coming into the prefence of a penon of fuch great 
authority, withm\t the 'leaft bo~ or ceremony of any kind, 
he went 1lllinvited and fat himfelf down by the fide of 
him, at the fame time filling 'his pipe out of the other'S 
pouch, ,and calling about him for milk to drink. This 
behaviour, neverthelefs, did not feem to be at all taken ill; 
on the contrary, they immediately brought him a cup of 
bagged milk. l ,obferved at this time, as well as oJ! my 
return hither, that KIES lik.e Captain RUNDOANGER, of 

whom 
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whom I made mention at page 240, of Volume 1. alway·s had J) e~~~tl. 
pis captain's fiaffin ' his hand ordfe c10fe byhim; and this ~ 

. fiaff, was every way as plain and fimplc as RUNDGA NGER'S: 
but though KIES was much better circumfianced with re-
gard both to the number. of ?is pei/'Ie and of his cattle, 
yet he as good as dwelt wIth hIs coutl and the relt of hIS 
fubjects in the open air; his palace confining only of a 
few poles fet up flanting in the earth with a ragged mat 
thrown over them, which of coune admitted the wind 
in 'feveral places, and let in the rain in' wet weather. 
This filed, thus open on three fides, and in a great mea-
fure at the top, was, however, ufeful enough at that 
time of the year, and in that warm climate; The win-
ter, or more properlY 'fpeaking, the rainy feafon, would, 
pro'bably, oblige them to provide themfelves with a better 
·dwelling . 

. . That fame day we continued our journey, making 10-
wat ds LoorY-;'ivier, where we took lip bur abode at night. 
Here we met with a farmer, who in his 'ox-waggon had 
fonowed the courfe of Zondags-rivier all -rhe way from 
Camde/Jo; a country of that kind which I have defcribed 
at page, 46 of Volume I. under the-denomination of Carrow. 
He informed us, that this year, in which the drought was 
unufually great in all parts, it was remarkahly fo there, 
-as fcarcel y a drop of rain had fallen there in the fpace of 
eight moillhs; but jnlt as he was leaving thofe parts, he 
had had feveral fuowers along the coune of that river. 

He, therefore, diifuaded ns ;from taking thaFr6ad, as it 
was, for the greater part of it, entirely unbeaten, arid, and 
rugged; anu likewife, becaufe both water and game were 

B z extremely 
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'm' extremely {carre there. In confequence of this latter cir-
Deetmbh. . .- . 
'-""'" cumftance, as hIS provlfions were almoft entirely fpcnt, he 

was juft going to knock one of his draught-oxen on the 
head, by way of procuring food for himfelf and his fllite, 
when two hartbeeft~by great good-luck came up direCtly 
'to the waggon, inoi;tler to take a view of it, one of which 
he immediately'filot. 

This fame peafant had unexpeCtedly met on this road 
with about an hundred wandering Caffres. Their patri
","ch or chief, had propofed to fleep the firft night along 
with the farmer in his waggOn. who, on the other hand, 
filould fleep with him in his tent , the night following. 
This the farmer" not confenting to, the Caffre patriarch 
was fo far from 'taking it ill. that, on the contrary, he had 
killed an ox, ',i\lld:prefented the farmer and his fuite with 
forne fine pieces of beef. ' The boor likewife informed 
me, that the Cafire cattle were uncommonly fat and in 
good condition; at which he was the more furprized;" as 
they were"not turned out till noon, and driven home very 
early: ' He, riloi-eover; <obferved, that the Caffres fon<Ued 
ahd talked to their cattle, a good deal as they flood in the 
craalr doubtlefs, in the ' fame manner as ti).e -Arabians do 
to meir horfes;. which not a little contributes to making 
theIit thrive aild: renderingfuem brifk and lively, and at 
,thefamc'titne more intelligent' and traCtahle. 

dil, the '3d 'we bt;ted' at noon near GaIKe-b~(cb, a little 
wood whith 'wu' tni:;ch frequented , by lions, and ftill more 
by buffiitoesl" , ~t~:· confequently more than ever- in pain 

, • ~ . , C" • 

'for my 'cattle, as;'though there ' was very good paftVrage 
on' the. {POt; t)ley ' had ', ftolen away from it, and were. 

miffing 
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miffing for . feveraI.. hourk, ,In , the mean , ~e', . ;,,we·., were '1'5' 

. ,' - • <"-, ' - " . ... . , . December. 
apprehenftVe, thatther l].a<\., b~n feared . away, frgrn. the vvv 
place by lions; butthe,faltw!iS>; that being verYthirftjr, . 
they had firayed into a dalt1 ;;towards a pit full of very 
muddy water, w\lere ~Yi~~Jound. l'4y Hottentots ·were 
of opinion, that ca~),v~ .• fiQd P!l;, ",ater by the fcent 
at a very great dift.nee;: ,l. 'ha;ve., hearq :fon:>e c,olonifis fay, 
that they fufpeCtedthe ,fatne 'QftheH~en,tots,. as they can 
find water upon :oocafi<lU Ijetter than, anycolqhifis;but this 
cannot proceed from, :my ,. thingslf!'1 ~aJ;I tj:l.e Hottentots 
greater affiduity in this .point; and'. beingll!ore .ccuframed 
to wander about the fields, . by . whi~h n:>ean~they have ac-
quired a particular '{kill in , traQl)g. out,,,this ' neceifary arti-
cle of life from certainpec~ies. '''f,, ; :fii1J,ation, and vati-
ous other circulnftances. 

Indeed, we. could get nothing fit to drink ourfelves; ,and 
it was late at night . before, thirfty as we were, we got to 
a land.rpring; · which, to our great vexation, we found 
dried up; fo that there were only .here . and there . in the 
mire a print ' of the buffaloes feet deeper than ordinary, in 
which we obferved a little moifiure. . We therefore dug 
deeper holes with our hands, a.waited with. all the pa
tience we, were mafters of, till" the , w,ter , WaS colleCted in 
them, and could be taken . out '" uy means of (mall ba
fons. Btlt befides that it was as .thick"s hafty-pudding, 
it had acquired fa rank a tafte from th~ bl!ffiUoes that had 
laid and wallowed in it, that e.ven t~djotte!ltots made 
wry faces at it; andour,horfes ,l>egal) iI?: h:i,?w,,\U14 fnort at 
the !trong buffalo-fcent which affeCted ,their, (\(Jftrils, even 
lX>fore they·tafted the water. Our thirft, however, obliged 

us 
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US frequently to fip .a little of. .it juft. as it was; for when 
it was ,made into coffee ortea, . it, was ftill more intolerable. 
To -{earch about elfewhere. 'at this time when it was dark, 
was not only impofiible but dangerous, on account of the 
lions. At break of 4aY'Y~" c;lifcoye.red fome traces which 
led ns to the fountail)"head 'Q:(~his laud-fpring, which had 
been elofed up ,by the tramplilfg-Qf the-\mffaloes fect; we, 
therefore, .made .hafte to dig~t0P!'n again, when we found 
fame more tolerable . water,· t!> quenq,. our thirit, which 
was actually :infupportable.We . frequently made ule of 
lilgar-<:andy as atolerably, •. ,gQPd palliative for our thirit, 
during ourtravels· .. in"this·hot and £corcilillg climate; 1mt 
this did nOLrelih~e . \IS £or any long time together. At 9 
·o'clock in the; . ev~g., the ~hermpmeter was at 64> ·and 
the .'¥'XJ: day, .~g .the4tht;,llt day-break, a good deal of 
dewhaving:I:allen, I fonndieIO degrees lower. 

We now ,purfued our journey, taking the lower road 
by Van Staades-rivier, which at that time wa, brackiftl 
and rather dee,p. . For W4Ilt of proper precaution in our 
Hottentot~ our oxeij. ,turned ba<;k before' they got half 
way ,over the river, . and at the fame time were thrown 
into confufion and dif"~; fo that. it ~as a difficult mat
ter, to fave . both .. th!!ffi fUld the ' w"ggon from finking. 
When , ",.e!?-ad got to~~ ot;berfule, and were baiting our 
dUtle, we were ,.yifited ,. by ,. eighteen Gonaquas-Hottentots, 
from ,3, craal whic4:was jnit .in the neigbourhood 

This ,nation . ,9'),Ilf,tfied . of . about two hundred people, 
who we~e .. aJIg!'lp.ers, .. and ~t that · time dwe.lt there in 
tw<> .feparateyljl.ages. They are certaihly a mixtur; of 
Hottentots .and Cwes, as their language had an affinity 

with 
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with that of both thefe nations; but in their utterance, ' 771 , 

hi h Ii 
Dcc"mbc:r. 

W C was ke that of human beings, in the fltilural ~ 
lilacknefs of their complexions, in the great frrength and 
robufrnefs of their limbs, and !amy in the height of their 
ftature, they bore a greater refemblance to the Caffres, fe-
veral of whom they likewife had at that time among 
them. The cloaks of the GOflaqua; arc Iikewifc made of 
drelfed cow-hides, like thofe of the Caffres. Thefe cloaks 
arc very fupple; a quality that proceeds partly from being 
rubbed a good deal, which I myfelf faw performed with 
ftones on the inlide of · them; and partly from the great 
quantity of greafe, which, being mixed up with bucku
powder, is rubbed into them. Both fexes are adorned 
with, and fet a great value upon, brafs rings, which they 
wear on their arms and legs, as well as brafs plates of 
different lizes and figures, which arc fafrened in their hair 
and' ears.· 

With refpea: to beads, which, fpeaking of in a general 
way, they call jinteia, the fmall red ones are ~ucli more 
coveted than the reft; thefe are called·/tnkitenka, (See the ' 
fpecimen of the Caffre's language, which I have annexed 
at the conclulion of this journal.) The genuine Caffres 
had, in this point, exaCtly the fame tafre; but many of 
them had got iv?ry rings, of, the. thicknefs and bread~. 
of about half an mch, and of fnch a lize as to be frrun~ 
upon· the. arms above the elbows.. Thefe, however, are 
worn only by the men; for . which reafon a Caffre, who 
had fold me his bracelets, feemed extremely diftrelfed, fay
ing, fhat he was now naked about the arms like a· woman. 
Belides that both the Caffi-es and Gonaquas are very impor-

tunate 
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'775, tun ate beggars, they are likewife exceedingly unre.fonable 
I~. in their dealings, as when they make their payments, 

they are very apt to afk for a handfome prefent into the 
bargain. 

Both the Gonaquas and CaftTes differ from other Hot
tentots in this palticular, that they make ufe of circum
cifion. This operation is performed on youths of different 
ages, as they are accuftomed to wait till they can perform 
.it on feveral at a time. 

The Gon.quas women make ufe of a!moft the fame kind 
of apron or veil as the Hottentot females do. The men 
arc much more naked and lefs covered about this part than 
the males among the Hottentots, inafrnuch as they cover 
with a little cap, or cafe, made of the ikin .. of an animal, 
the extremities only of what modefty fhould teach them 
to conceal entirely. This focket, refembJing ·the extremity 
of the thumb of a glove, is fometimes faftened with a {mall 
thong, or the finew of an animal, to fome firings of beaus 
.or leathetn belts, which they ,wear for om.ment's fake 
,round their waifts. Some individuals are feen with lions 
.orbuffaloes tails hanging on thefe fame belts, a~ trophies 
of their courage in having killed thefe beafts. 

By reafon of the nakednefs of thefe people, of which I 
,aave juft been giving a defcription, it may be thought that 
"'ey have . as little modefry as covering: but the fact is, 
·that very few of them could be induced, even by prefents, 
-to take off their little <afes, in confequence of my willi to 
·be perfectly convinced that they were circumcifed. lndeed, 
I 'have',been . told . by a farmer" .th .• t in·Cafferland one does 
not tmfrequently fee even grown up girls without ally co-

veting 
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vering 'wharfoever; and that in certain dances, .it conili- 'm· 
. D ecem ber. 

tutes part of the fol emnity for the youths of both fexes to ~ 
make fuch 'obLations to love ill the prefence o~ everyone, 
as by the laws of decency and of civilized nations, are con-
fidered as facl'ed to-the married ftate·alone. 

The Caffres feemed . to me to refemble very much ill 
appearance the ·M'!fatnbjque fiaves, whom 1 had {een at the 
Cape; and; \ perhaps, thele nations border upon each other; 
the former being probably deCcended from the latter, or the 
latter from the ·former. 

The Gonaquas Hottentots, who at this time paid their 
refpects to me, carne. chiefly with an intent to beg ,tobacco. 
They were .allof -I·hem armed with one or more of the 
javelins, which theycall,baffagais, (vide PlateII.Vol. 1. Fig. 
I, z.) as well as witlf fuort frick., to which they gave the 
name of kirris. With one of thele 1 raw a lad very near
ly hit a fparrow-hawk in its flight. But they took fo bad 
an aim, when they· threw their javelins, that, though they 
trieu very often, they could not hit a handkerchief which 
I had fet up ,between two fticks, at the diftance of twenty 
paces, by way of mark for them, and at the fame time as 
a prize foc him that fuould chit ·it. This want of dexterity, 
certainly proceeded from their · having neglected to practiCe, 
as they lived too fir from the Bofuies-men Hottentots, and 
Caffres, and too near to the -Chriftians, to be able to ex
erclle any hoftilities againftc the former. or to dare to do it 
againft the latter. Inthe mean time . they were very bufy 
in examining narrowly each others javelins; and in feeling for 
their proper.c·balance. ,They. threw ·them; .. :however, with 
a great deal of force; and, as 1 have been tolu by feveral 

VO·L. II. C people, 
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D'~b... people, are able to pierce a man or a -gazel through the 
I"yo..,J body at the diftance of twenty paces . I then iliot at a fileet 

of paper with a fowling-piece, and as they appeared to be 
very much amazed at the holes that were made, and at 
the fame time to be very defirous of keeping the vaper, 
they took it without any ceremony, 'but ilic)l"tly after offer·· 
cd to give it me again for a monel of tobacco. 

The G0110quOS Hottentots moreover were graziers, and 
in fame fort tillers of the ground, as the Caffre nation is 
likcwife faid to be. The kind .of com which they fow, i. 
the bokus forgbu11l, which is likewife ufed in the fouth of 
Europe, . and known to yield abundantly. The colonifrs 
call it Coffer-corn. The ·ftalks /hoot up to the height of 
a man, and as thick. as a ·r.n!h . .. They terminate in a pedi
cle or branchy ear, a foot and a balf lOng, with feeds of 
about the fame fize as thofe of 'rice ; two or three of thefe 
ears generally yield three quarters of a pint of corn . The 
time of fowing this feed, is faid to be in Augufr or Sep
tember. But in the beginning. of November, while I yet 
remained in Siijicoml11a, I faw it already fit for cutting, at 
a farmer's who fut little ftore by it, giving it only to 
his cattle. ThfJ Co.ffr.es .ufe ,to bruife thii .com between 
frones, and make it .into.' loav"", ' w,hich they bake under 
the embers. 

They moftly, hQweooer. 1lfe to ferment it wjth a ·certain 
root .arul wallef'. tili .qlIooucesa !tind of inebcillting liquGr. 
They genenUy 'CODfame their 'Wbole ftock, which, how
ever, is not ooniider.abie, immediately ,,.·the aUIumn. The 
CafI'ie prinoe 1'.\1.00. wlaom ·the 'ClPlonift"iClilled tin~ Pfl A~ 

J-M>H, 
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IlAOS, is faid to have killed him(elf with drinking this J) ' 775 ' 
CCclllber. 

liquor. '-->--.J 
On feveral accounts we hafiened our departure from 

hence. Our courfe was now ' to the north, over plain level 
fields, for the greate..o 'part covered with a dry arid grafs to 
the heigbt of about two feet. Our guid.e took us firfi to 
a well of lukewarmwa1!Cr, and afterwards at night to ano
ther pool of water, attbe bottom of a 'river th;tt was dried up. 
Both places , were very acceptable to us as well as to our 
cattle, tbough the Water was none of the beft. Near this 
latter {pot we took up oUr night's lodging. 

It was not without difficulty, that we 'could colleCt wood 
enough round abOut the neigbbourhood to boil our tea
kettle; andoftet all, we ran 0 great rifk. of having an end 
put to our whole expedition ' by a fire. ' A Hottentot, in 
looking for fomething with a piece of lighted wood, 
happened to (et , the drygra(s on fire, whicb fpread in 
it almoft as if it had been oakum; (0 that had we not been 
very quick in 'ftopping tbe' progrefs of ' the' flames, ' and 
moreover mutually·affifted each other, we Ihould (oon have 
(een the whole diftriCt in one 'continued flame, and our 
waggon would bave been entirely demolilhed in the con
flagration; ,and blown up inta the air ; fot there was not 
only a good deal of coon'i about it,but it alfocontained 
many inflammable matters; fuch as, the f:ili-cloth t'ilt, dried 
herbs and' paper, a ca~ full of (pirits, amI about twenty 
pounde weight of gunpOwder. ' The windblcw 'b.ard from 
the firoth-weft, ' the thdmometer Oat ele*n -at' iiight being 
66. ill.! 1M nelItday about dilWn at 6.j.;-1fhen we CaddIed 
our -RonQ and p\1tOUT ~xen to the waggon. A t nine we 

C z got 
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got to little Zwart-kop! river, and fet ofFfrom thence, about 
four in the afternoon, and at fix o'clock arrived at ' great 
Zwart-kops river. 

On the road we had feen large heros . of the wild affes, 
called quaggas, and of barl-oujJr,; as likewife, for the firlt 
time, fix femaie buffaloes, with two young ones. ' 1'heie came 
from the rea-fide, from whence our guide fuppoCed they had 
been forced to make their retreat thus '1<,no6n, either on 
accourit of the lions or of tiies, '. 

\V c had not yet been ' able to get within reach of any 
game, fa that our falted ' wether had hitherto been our 
only relOurce. This, ' in itil tkin bag, had already acquired 
a pretty ftrong haut gout, in confequence of the warmth 
of the weather, Mr. IMMELMAN, who was nice in his 
eating, and<not"ufed to put up-willi falted meat, efpecially 
when it " wasTa~her tainted, had, from our fint ,fetting out, 
it being now'the fifth day, fuffered much , from hunger. 
For oudmall Itock of bread would not at this time afford us 
above two 'bifcuits a man pet diem, ' each.bifcuit weighing 
about an oUuce and- a half; ' 

At this Z<vart-kops river, where we were· now arrived, 
and intended to pars the night. we 'found two farmers had 
gQtin before us, ,who-,_re' eome·tMther in 'order to get 
faltand hunt. "lndeed,.they"·hllid 'alretdy {hot feveralheads 
of game, whkh they had hl,l~ .\:IP in large ·fli ps and · /hreds 
on the bulbes, w<iggons, and fences, ' in order to dry it in 
the fun, 'in 'the fame'manner 'as' the Hott~ntot6' did, the ele
phant's'flelhnear Diej>-yjv;u.. as-I menlionedbefore, Volume!. 
pige 3 1 3. ! From 'this, llelb there 'was di1fufed round a,b<>ut 
the fpot not oIiJy a ' crude and ,rankfuleU. ®t· likiewife a 

putrid 
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putrid. jlench from fuch parts of it as had· arrived at the D . n;~. 

~ct'mucr. 

ftate· of putrefaction; and. the farmer~ wives and children, ~ 
together .with the' Hottentots who had accompanied them, 
with a vlew: to affill them as weU'as for their own pleafure, 
were employed in feilling upon it, aud fleeping, and fcaring 
away a number. of birds of ' prey, which hovered round 
about them,~d .ovenheir heads, in order to fteal away the 
flelh. ThiS horrid fpeetade of fo many carnivorous hu-
man ·creatures, aw~kened in ,me a lively remembrance of 
the cannibals in New Zea/alld, and had like to have entirel y 
takelT away our appetites . for a meat fupper, fo that we 
refolved to bear with our hunger that nighf as well as we 
could: but at laft comes our guide, very opportunely, with 
the fhoulder of a hart~/Jefll, which we immediately Cut, 

and drelfed it in our pot with dripping ; a dilh which was 
called by the Hottentots by the name .of the inltrument 
(t'nora, which means a .knife,) with which it IS cut in 
pieces . Our mouths watered at the fight 
eat it with . au excellent appetite, which 
f poiled by any .reflections fimilar to thofe I have 
tioned. 

On the 6th, at break of.. day, my guide and I took a 
ride, in ord!::r to cut up the .hart-b~fIl . he had l11ot, . and 
loadedone,horfe with as,much as he could carry, in order 
.tolay.·,it up, ill the ,waggon, by way of making provilion for 
.me jOUJ1ll}j!. 

The.J~ia, .a. fmallhexandrol!s plant, called by L n,
'N,.£\JS ,aftef M .. TVLBAG, gov~rnor at the Cape,grew here 
ingreas: ' !!pl)!l4a~ ; .thol!gh I ha~ never before feen more 
than .a .J'lllgie ,fpecimen of it, and that was on the road 

to 
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to Zzwlleltdam. Here I likewife faw, for the licit time, a 
fmall kind of onion, with fpiralleaves ; qught an ampb!!
h!pna ; ~nd drew up the defcription of a cleome juncelJ' 
which I have inferted ill the ACta Societ. Upfal. Vol. III. 
page 19" 

The farmers here, as 'well as fome othe~s, who were 
going to the Cape before me, w~re fo obliging, as, at my 
requelt, to take with them the packet of herbs I had al
ready colleCted; otherwife, I fhould not have had room 
enough in my waggon for all my colleCtion. 

The tide was very vilible in this river. . The wind blew 
Jtrong from S. S. W. At noon the thermometer was 71 in 
the fhade, and in the evening, after the moon was up, at 
64. , On the 7th, at half paft five in the morning, the 
thermometer was at 5'" 

We now proceeded on our journey, going northwards, 
and in our way, a good mile and a balf from the river, 
we . tbe capital Z ottt-pan, or Salt-pan. By this 

,I.(:os ;"'e diltitiguiihed, where tbere is a quan-' 
falt produced. 

lall-t,an, was an extenfive plain, covered over with 
a le"el and continued cruft 9f fait, upon which, in feveral 
places, th.ere ftood a little .w,ater; .Jo that there ,could not 
be a more natural r~fem1>bQce , of. •. afrozen lake than ·dm. 
Tbis by. co~(equenc\io "bejOg ~l1'aft~ with ·tbe warmth 
of the weather 'and f'iJT?undillg trees .and fiow~"" _~ 
certainly at £ii-It. uiJ:tt, hlj'\(e firud me. witb the .greateft 
arria:z.em~nt, had I 9,'!! been pre:;iQ,u!lY iuformed of the ·reaI 
caufe of the ph~(l, " T!lw,~.ds~~,U4I:t .tl;le r;;I'Uft,of 
fait w~ thin; and jU{t tl;l~e ODe ' mjgb,t perQci~ .. >tbat it 

was 
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"'36 dHfufed over a loamy and clayey foil. But a little 'm· 

Dccembe •• 
farther towards the middle, I found it was abovc two fect ...,..,.., 
deep, without being able to difcover the bottom uf it, or 
any water. underneath it. The colonifts who worked here 
with poles, imagine that the cmit of faIt extends many 
fathoms below the furface. 

This falt.p.n was about three miles in circumference, 
and of an oblong !hape. After there have been feveral 
warm days together, there is formed in different places on 
the cruft, a hoar froft, as it were, which is the 6nefi and 
ftrongeft faIt, and is with great reafon fuppofed by the co
lonifis to exceed that of LUllenburgh. lndeed, the whole 
of it feems to be quite fine and pure: and it appears to 
me, and is allowed by others, to give a better talle to the 
butter and meat that is preferved in it, than any that 
comes from the other fait-pans to be met with in Africa; 
as Saldanka·bay, between Zoet-melk and GawritJ rivers, 
and in certain places behind tbe Sneeuwbergs, ' orfilowy 
mountains. 

My Hottentots were occupied in coUecting a flock of the 
~ft (alt, as mueh as I thought we (hould want for the 
purpofe of falting our meat, and fueh (kim of animals as 
I might wilh to preferve. In the mean time, I myfelf 
made a ·rich capture of many reptiles and infeCts hitherto 
unknl>wn; fome of which were fiuck faft and di'ied up in 
tbecl'\'lbls of fait, while othe .. were dying, ",. had juft ex
pi-red. ;,. oonfeql1ence of the vifcid (aline matter .... Ith which 
they ·were ';11 comtact. Many infects were likewife drown
ed il' cthe de ... water ,or briny liquid, ;,i,hid" after it hod 
rained, was ooUcD:eQi i~ certain places in the incruftation 

of 
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"'5- of faIt. We were obli('cd to wade a good way into it; and al-
.December. .:.> 

"""'" though the e,lt dried and cryl1:a1lized upon our legs and fcet, 
till at night we found water to walh it ofi" with, yet no ill ef~ 
fects enllled from it: a circuml1:ance whith 1 thought proper 
to mention, for the encouragement of [neh as may hereafter 
collect infects i., this or other places of the f"me nature. 

That pec\lJiar infect, the cimex paradol(us, whith 1 have 
defrcibc>d and given a drawing of in the Swedilh Tranf
actions, (Vol. XXXVIII. p. 235,) "I difcovered at this place, 
as at noon-tide 1 lOl1ght for Ihelter among the branches of 
a Ihmb from the intolerable heat of the fun. Though 
the air waS now extremely l1:iJ1 and calm, fa as hardly to 
have Ihakcn an afpcn leaf, yet I thought I faw a little 
withered, pale, crumpled leaf, eaten -as it were by cater
pillars, Rittering from the tree.- This appeared to me fa 
very extraordinary, th"t I thought it worth my while 
fuddenly to quit my verdant bl'>wer in order to contem
plate it; and I could fcarcely believe my eyes, when I 
faw a live infect, in Ihape and colour refembling the frag
ment of a withered leaf, with the edges turned up and 
eaten . away, as it - were,by caterpillars, and at the fame 
time all over befet' with f1!ickles. ,:Natnre, by this pecu
liar form, has ·certainly -extremely ' wen defended and con
cealed, 0$ it were in a maik,· ·thii,cin(e19:from birds and irs 
ot.!'!er diminutivefaes;in an probability With a view to 
preferve it, and empIGy it for fame important·Qffice in 
the fyftem of -her ·OilCOnOmy; a fyfiem -with which we 
2re too little :acquainted, in general -too little invell:igate, 
:and, in every partof('it; ' can never fuflicjentlyadmire with 

• See t~kew~ Plate VII. of tbis Volume. 
that 
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that re[peCl: and veneration which we owe to the great Au
thor of nature and Ruler of the univerfe. 

At night we came to Kuga, a little river, the water of 
which was hrackifh ; . but fome good and frefh water was 
found in a well hard by it. Here likewife we had a hally 
glimpfe of two hares, which fcemoo to rcfemble the onli
nary hares of Europe. 

My companion, who was fubjeCl: to a [pitting of blood, 
happened here to be much trouhled ,vith this complaint; a 
complaint to which the animal diet he hat1 been accufiomcd 
to during the whole journey, together with the fatigue he 
had undergone, and the fcorching heat of the fUll, had Il o<,ef
forily difpofed him. Bleeding, together with a little falt!'etre 
and the water from this {pring, were the only means, (and 
thofe not ill adapted to the purpofe,) which we fortunate
I y had at hand for his recovery in this defert place. Upon 
the whole, I took as much care of him as I pollibl y could 
on an open plain, with no other canopy than the fk y. 
The fincnefs of the weather, together with the coolner, of 
the night, and above all his utter averfion to all lick
ncfS, circUluftanced as we were, I helieve did not a little 
c'Ontribute towards his fpeedy recovery. The next morn
ing, however, when, in order to make a trial of his fircngth, 
he walked a few hundred paces from our baiting-place, 
his life was in full greater and more imminent danger. 
This was from a herd of young cattle, which, by way 
of experiment, had been left in this place, under the 
care of a flave, and being at that time unufed to the fight 
of apy human creature helides, had like to have gored 
him to death. Thefe fierce animals then, making a fcmi-

Vo L. II. D circle 
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D 
' 77S;_ circle about Mr. IMMELMAN, advanced continually nearer 

ecem u.;r. 
~ and nearer to him, fo that he was obliged to retire back-

wards. According to the old faying, "a eurft cow has 
1110rt horns;" this we found in a marwer verified on this 
necafion, for a heifer without horns was the foremoft and 
molt vicious of them all. I therefore haftened thither with 
my loaded piece, with an intention of difcharging it among 
them, and at the fame time, repeating the firing as often 
as I was able, to cover our retreat. In the Inean time, how
ever, it came into my head firft to try a milder method, which 
I had heard of, wlien in Europe, as a certain defence againft 
the attack.. of wild and vicious bulls; and which, in {hort, 
was no more than to hold your hat before your face, and on a 
fudden uncover it at intervals, at the fame time, with a quick 
pace, advancing upon them, and ftanding ftill alternately. 
With this method we fo far fucceeded, that the heifer with
out horns, as well as the reft of the herd, was very much 
fcared. Juft after .this, one of my, Hottentots was attacked 
by the fame herd, but efcaped them by the lightnefs of 
his heels. Afterwards, on our returning this way home, 
we were informed, that the owner of the herd had been 
obliged to remove it from. hence. as a.lion had begun to 
infeft thefe parts. 

Two hartbeefts caDle ..iikewife this. mooning early very 
near our waggon in oll<kr to furvey us, but unluckily juft 
at that time we had 1'1> gun ready charged. At I ·" o'clock: 
I found the thermomet~, when placed in the iliade under 
our waggon, at 83' 

m the afternoon we fet off again, directing our courfe 
1.0 tll~ caft, and came to a place on the lower part of Zan

dags-rivier, 
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da,~s-rivier, known by the name of t'Nuka t'Kamma, which, '775 , 

b I, fi 'fi December. 
I e .eve, .gm es gra./lj water. We here found the re-~ 
cent traces of a ]ion, and took pro~r precautions ag:l.inft 
it, in cafe we fhonld go down to the river. In the even-
ing we likewife thought we faw in the thickets an elephant 
at a good difiance off. Thefe animals are faid to .!femble 
in great numbers in the thorny thickets, made by the 
guaijacum afrum and the mimoJa nitotica, which afford 
them a kind of afylum. , 

We now began to find the Guinea hen (numida mekagris) 
in thefe parts. They kept together in flocks, and confequent
Iy were very fuy and cautious. I obfervecl'they flew low and 
ftraight forwards, like our partridges. They appeared to get 
the greatefi part of their food on the ground, hut at night 
they perched together up in the trees; fo that I once killed 
fix of them at one fuot, and feveral more were wounded, 
which, however, efcaped in the dark. Their flelh was dry, 
and much inferior to that of the common hen. 

Of Sunday-rivier, which at this part made a great man}' 
windings, the banks to us were extremely high and fieep, 
and indeed quite perpendicular; confifiing, to all appear
ance, merely of the fame dry and clayey materials as the 
furface of the earth exhibited on our fide. In the upper 
part, the bank appeared to be quite plain and level; but 
it is difficult to conjecture, whence this diffimilarity in the 
banks of the river fuould arife, unlefs one of them hacl 
been thrown up hy an earthquake; or that the river hy de
grees had ,made its way to the fide of fame flat hill' level 
at t9p, and undermined it, till the part that hung over feU 
down, when it would ncce!farily be quite level and per-

D 2 l'endicular; 
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' '' ib' pendicular; as, in fact, it is at prefent. At night we had 
~ccm er. 
~ rain, with a fouth-weft wind. 

On the 9th at five o'clock in the morning, when we 
departed from hence, the thermometer was at 62; and at 
half paft three ill the afternoon we arrived at ZondagJ-ri
",ier'J-drift. We had, neverthelefs, gone out of our road 
on purpofe to chafe two buffuioes, one of which made its 
efcape though wounded, . and the other leaped into a c10fe 
thicket, where it was neither advifeable, nor indeed po!li
ble to follow it. In the mean time, to my great aftoni!h
ment, we could fee from the top of the bullies the ani
mal piercing through the thickeO: of the wood with the 
greatei. cafe, juft as if. he was merely running through a 
rye-field. We likewife faw a Koedoe (the anti/ope jirepji
&erOJ of PALLAS.). 

Soon after our arrival at this part of Sunday-rivier, we 
were waited upon by three old Hottentots, who feemed os if 
they came to pry into our bufinefs in thofe parts. They were, 
properly fpeaking, of the race of BojhieJ-11IC1Z, though of 
the more civilized fort, who, even in their own language, 
diilinguillied themfelves by the name of good Bq/bieJ-111fn ; 
probably from the circumftance of their grazing a few 
cattle, and not living by rapine like others of their coun
trymen. My guide explained their bufinefs to me, which 
was to beg tobacco, .and to complain of their diO:reff'ed fitua
lion; the farmers howing been with them, and having carried 
off all their young people, fa that they were now left alone 
in their old age to look after themfclves and their cattle. 
I ordered my interpreter to tell them in reply, that we, as 

they 
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they might very well perceive, were no farmers, anu ftill '775, 
Dc:cenlber. 

lcfs kiunappers. ~ 

I muft here inform the reader, that many of the igJ¥l
fant Hottentots and Indians not having been able to form 
any idea of the Dutch Eaft-India Company and the board 
of direction, the Dutch from the very beginning in India, 
politically gave out the company for one individual power
ful prince, by the chrilhan name of Jan or Jobn. This 
likcwifc procured them more refpeCl:, than if they had ac
tually bt-cn able to make the Indians cOInprchenu, that they 
were really governed loy a company of merchants. On 
this account 1 ordered my interpreter to fay farther, that 
we were the children of Jan Company, who had fent 11S 

out to view this country, and colleCt plants for l1u:dical 
purpo[cs. I likewife bid him give them to l.mderi1:and, 
that we had an amazing quantity of powder and ball, to
gether with five frand of fire-arms, as they themfclves 
t~l\V; that we intended to iliaot a great deal of game, and 
it would be a great pity if they could 110t come along with 
us, and partake of the abundant fpoil of fieih, which 
wOl!ld otherwife be fuffered to lie as food for the birds and 
beaits of prey .. 

This frory, patcheu up in hafte, with .a mixture of truth 
and falfhood, feemed to have maue a deep impreffion on 
thefe Hottentots. It was, indeed, touching. then;. in a ten
der part, to talk to them of fo. much meat,. and to pity 
their emaciated ftate, without letting them obferve, how
ever, that it was more for my own advantage than theirs, 
that I was fo defirous of their company. That fame 
nigot then, there not only came to me three middle-aged 

men 
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' ''So men to olkr their ferv.ices, Imt I even faw the three old 
Dectlnhf'r. . . 
~ fellows abovc-n1cntioncd, with great cagcrnc(-; and lhhg ence 

Plll'paring their !hoes, in order to be ready the next monJ
ing to follow us in our expedition. 

Having given my guide to underitand, how itrange this 
wnduct of the Hottenlots appeared to me, when I com
pared it with the account they had given of themfd"es 
at (irit, at the lame time that from this circumitance I ap
prehended they would prove falfe; befides, that I doubted, 
whether we filOUld be able to find food for fo many as fix 
of them, we being five in number ourfelves, which in all 
made eleven perfons; he replied, "Plhaw! this is always 
the Hottentot's cuftom to lye the firit word they fpeak; and 
as for victuals, we !hall get game enough to eat, I'll war
rant you." The latter part of his reply gave me fome 
fatisfaction; for as to the Hottentots cuftom of lying at 
the firft word, I was pretty even with them in that rc
fpect, with my pretended relationihip to Jan Company. 

On the J oth in the morning we fet out on our journey, 
being in all eleven perfons. The fix ' newly-arrived Hot
tentots did not underftand a word of Dutch, on which ac
co~nt we were obliged to make ufc of the three others as 
inte'1'reters; t)lough, in general, we made them under
fund us pretty . wcll />1 _ flgns, and· lOOle few Hottentot 
words we -had !earnt the meaning of, and could ourfelves 
pronounce with thll proper clack againft the roof of the 
mouth. Still, howev.eF, Mr. IMM·ELMAN and I could not 
be otherwife thall anxious about the procuring of food for 
fuch a number of people, when, in cafe of a fcarcity, we 
expeCted to hear them grumbling againft thei~ Mo!e~ and 

Aaron, 
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Aaron, who had enticed them into the defert; for the '775, 

buffalo which we had chafelI the day before got away from ~. 
,is, though the bu!hes in more than one place were ft~ 
with his blood. Upon this, however, we foon obferved, 
that our volunteer corps, the fix !aft Hottentots, made no 
difficulty of eating, without any preparation whatever, 
the ill-tafted beam of a wild !hrub, (the guaiacum of rum.) 
I thought I could !hew the Hottentots another fubftance 
likewifc, which might ferve to appeafe their hunger in 
cafe of neccffity. This was the gum arabic, which' they 
might gather in many fpots thereabouts fro.m the mimo/a 
ntfOlica; bur this was a f pecies of food very well known to 
them, and which they had often tried. \Vhen in want of 
other provifions, the Bo!hies-men are fl.id to live upon 
this for many days together. 

This day I faw, for the firft time, a herd of bo/cb-var
icm, or, as they are Iikewife called, wi/de-varkens, (wood
[wine, or wild-fwine) in their wild uncultivated ftate; for 
I had hitherto only feen one of this fpecics of animals in 
the menagerie at the Cape. It was confined there with a 
fhon g .iron chain, as it was very wild -and vicious. M. ,. 
P ALLAS, who in his Spicil. Zool. Fafe. II. p. 1 J. and Mifcel. 
Zool. p. 16. has defcribed this animal by the name of aper 
Aitbiopicus, and given a figure of it, farther informs 11s ill 
his Spicil. Zool. Fati:. XI. Addifam. P,S·4. that one of them 
killed the keeper of the menagerie at Arnfterdam; One 
may calily conceive that this creature is very. dangerous, 
if one only takes notice of its large tuCks, (vide Tab. V. 
I. 0,) There are four in number. Two of them proceed 
from the upper jaw, and turn upwards like a horn, .confift-

ing. 


