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l ii5- illg-, however, of a finc ' ivory-like fubftance. In a head 
D C'l't'mbl'r, 

~ of this animal faltet! and dried, which Igave to the Royal 
A~ademy of Sciences in Sweden, the tufks or horns ftand 
nine inches out of the j ;;~\V s, and meafure full five inches 
in circuplference at the bafe. The two other tu1k s, which 
COlne from the lower jaw, project" -but three inches from 
the mouth. being flat (m the inlide, and correfponding 
with another plain furface fimilar to it in the upper tufk.s. 
Thele the beafts make ufe of not fa much for biting, as 
for goring and hutting \\'ith. A little pig of thi s fpecies, 
which I afterwards caught at Vifcb-rivier, and hat! it tied 

• up, thinking to bring it ;11ive along ,"vith me, had alread y 
got this, trick, fa that i was foon obliged to let it he 
killed. It was terribly vicious, and quick in all its mo
tions ; and though at that time not abfolutel y dangerous, 
yet my Bofhies-men were very much afraid of it. "\V c 
had rather, faid they, attack a lion on the plain, than an 
African wild boar; for this, though much fmaller, comes 
ruChing on a man as [witt as an arrow, and throwing him 
down fnaps · his· legs in two, and rips up his 'belly before 
he can get to ftrik.e it, and kill it with his javelin." The 
dwelling-place ,of, this fame fpecies of wild boar, to which 
the avenues .feemedto: l!e . very narrow, is under-ground. 
I have ·been told indeed/ . tha~· -the befcb-varkens go down 
into them backWards, .aQaplare themfelves there in a row 
one behind the othet"; . but this is 'not very likely, for pro
bably, thefe .palfages are ·..,idened lower down. Thus much, 
however, j., certain, ,that people do not ·dare.to attack them 
in their holes, . for fear oftl1eir · coming out on them 9n a 
fudden . 

The 
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The body of this animal is fmall in comparifon with its 
h ead , a conformation which f3ciiitatcs its hurro'wing and 
living under-ground. Neither would it he auvifeable for 
:l n1a11 on horfchack to approach too nCar or to hUllt 
th is ~1I1 i l11al, as it will often turn round 0 11 a {\.luuen, and 
{hiking with its horns at the borfe's legs, afterwanls kill 
both him and his rider. This day I punued fevcral pigs 
with the old }(JWS, with a view to fhoot one of them, but 
ill vain; ncverthelcfs, the chafe of them afforded me peculiar 
pleafurc. On a fudden the heads of the old ones, which were 
before of a tolerable fi ze, feemed to have grown ililllarger and 
rnore fl.lapelefs than they ,vtre before; which momentary 
amI wonderful change aftonHhed me fa much the nl0re, 
as my hard riding over a country full of bulhes and pits, 
had h itherto prevented me fronl g iving fufficient attention 
to the manner in which it was brought about. The fe
eret, however, confifted in this; each of t~ old ones, 
while they were making off, took a pig in its mouth; a 
eircumftance that alfo explained to me another fuhjed of 
my furprize, which was, that all the pigs which I was jull: 
hefore chafing along with the old ones, vanifhed all on a 
fudden. But in this adion we· find a kind of unanimity 
among the. wood-fwine, in which they refemble the tame 
fpecies, and which they have in a greater degree than many 
other animals. It is likewife very . aftonifhing~ that the 
pi&" fhoul<l be <:arried ·about · in'. this manner· between fueh 
large tuiks as thofe of their' mothers,' without being hurt, or 
crying out in the leaft. I'faw the fame. done, however, on two 
oth~r t>ccafions, as I was cllafing them.. The cry of thefe 
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young ones was like that of our common pigs, as I found in 
/i,mc we aftenv.rdse.ught. 

I have it from pretty good authority, that one JOSHU.' 

DE BOER, a farmer in Camdebo, had fucceeded in obtaining a 
brood of thefewood-fwine,-which had been coupled with the 
ordinary iort; but as the penon who told it me had not 
{uffiqently informed himtelf concerning the circumltances, 
1 could not get any farther infight into the matter. This 
experiment having failed.in Holland, as mentione,\ by M. 
PALLAS, is no reafon why It fuould not Cucceed better in 
other places. I obferved :. peculiar circumltance on my 
return home through 'La,,%e-klooj,which was, that two 
tame -pigs at a farmer's in that province, not only went 
down on tl;e,ir. knees to graze, buteven fucce/livcly chang
ed this 'pdfture to -that of ftanding, with the greateft cafe. 
Tbis' factilty the animal f~ems to have acquired in its fub
t~rr.a.neous .c.verns, 'and it proceeds from the creature's 
neck -being :too thor! to be conveniently lowered to the 
grdUnd, ' 

\ll\e .'Africal1' ·WOOd-fwine are Ji\<ewife djftinguifhed from 
arrYO:dhet (pecilis- of''fwi~ by :foltr pectlliar "arundes or ex
ttrefeences. _ . 'two -:rof'thetl; ' II",.AlrQad" 1lodfiat, being 
"bollt -, two ,~, 0 ...... #ill' '-In'1ettgtb. -':and -breadth, and 
are p1a¢d"~~' illMllte\'(Jf~ ~\'b!ihd'. ;breadth jttft before 
and "'nd~e'~~;', ; ~~lre.- : two ore fphetK;al, 
Iillri'nth 'hightanif.~f4,t6it1td,<Sb '~-oote: at ' iftt-tll mches 
ilifiaffC*" :in),' ftt'<U~'i.r,_~;<behi!l<\'- !hI: ' j:i\its. "The 
tiil.' 'is --1l1llll\ld 'af:~'tlp(ll,j!~:,Oth~hiwendllt'e :fbieY:'lifflr 
fall" eidler' '0)4 ' or{~t: ;Ii!I" hOlIII \~~'tfi€l: 'in' th'e' .. !r 

'l\'Jting 
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during the whole time that they are purfued. With re- 'm· 
December. 

fpeel: to tafic, I found the flefh very much refemhle that Vyooo..J 

df the ordinary pig; but never ohfcrved the animals them-
lCive, to be of that dark hue afcribe" to them by M. PALLAS, 

amI which ::\1. VOSMAER has given · them ill the coloured 
figures he has publifhed; thofe that I fa w being only of 
a brigh t yellow-colour, like the greateft> part of our do-
meltic fwine. Neither did I hCdr any hody in the colony 
call them baartllMpers, as M . VOSM'AEJ< pretend, they are 
termed: though, a;' the other hand, I have frequently 
heard the Hottentots call them kaunaba, and have likewife 
been informed hy them, th"t thefe creatures are fond of 
wallowing in the mire, and are wont to grub after the· 
root of a fhruh of the mefembryanthemum kind, which 
thev call da-t'kai. 

> 

At night we came to the upper part of I'KI/renoi, or 
Little Sunday-river. We fixed our refting-place at the 
diltance of a few gun-thots from a clan of"oajlards, or 
Hottentot-Calf;-es, who are the offspring of the mixture of 
hath thefe nations. They chiefly fpoke tll€; Caffre lan
guage,but had neither the· large .lips, !Uhilft; andeafy 
form, nor the black compleJdon > of the Ct1ffres. They 
appeared to me not fo fwarthy.s my-own Hottentots, and 
\ fuppofe, that they originate only ' frotn a.fet·()f people, 
who having ,acquired fOlnee(jl.~ b~ Jervitudeamong the 
Caifr($, h~ ' f~.d > t1l$(eIJ:ll$>',<i#lOthis ·f~~. The 
iris·)of ' theilt 'ex"tvas of·'~, ,~;aalik'·btownh~, and al
mQib.,f,not 'Ql,lite' aitdjtrltiil> ihi,\pupil. -They had a great 
quantity> of > cattle; . and> :f~e,No live ·very happily in their 
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way. As foon as ever they had taken their rattle up from 
pafrure they milked 'them ;' an occupation they intermixed 
with finging and dancing. 

We fe1dom fee fuch happinef, and contentmcl1t as fcem, to 
be indicated by this feillve cufrom, in a handful of people 
totally' uncultivated, and fubfilting in their original tn' age 
nate, in the midfr of a perfeCt defert. Mr. IMMELMAN 
accompanied me, in order to behold with his own c )' es 

the real archetype of that frate of pafioraI felicity, which 
the poets are continually occupied in painting and dclerib
ing. We 'announced ourfelves here likewife as being the 
children of the ·company, and "'ere received by them with 
a friendly fimplici.ty . and homely freedom, which, how
ever, ' by no means lelfened them in our thoughts as men. 
Theyprefent~d us with milk, and danced at our requelt ; 
altbe fame time giving us to underfiand, tbat our fame, 
as being a finguJar people with plaited hair, as well as lim-· 
pIers and viper-catchers, had reached them long before 
our arrival . 

. We were·fpeCtators of their country dances, in which 
there was very little ,either of agility or art. While their 
f~t were employed in a lUnd C!f. ftampililg and moderately 
flow movement,,~eFyo~ 'Qf then:! .between whiles made 
{everal' rll\iill gt;!lt\e :;ino~\~ith '~.llitk frick, which they 
Iiekl in ' i4di,?"haQc;l~. i;:X;ll",~D,i~city which prevailed it; 
their ~~a~)"~~!III~#ftl:~ops in their · tipging, . the 
f.olJowmgl>emg':. ?I11;~::w~ ufed:to tb,e ~,u~ ,of one of 

·· t~ei~ , cotintry!lan~~1w~(;.\,lftook>' do.wn)n .. w.rit~g at 
the timej'-Maifjina,NtiiimfI4S/>"%/tup, hul!. '. , The former 
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part .of this was chaunte,d repeatedly piano by an elderly '775, 
Dtcc:mbcr. 

matron, who was an[wered by the young men and maids "-"'v-V 

in the latter wortls, fung jlaccalo by way of chorus. It 
mull be con felred, that this concert was , not weU adapi-
ed to fatisfy a nice ear; but however, it iofpircd a certain 
degree of joy and chearfnlnefs, and was by no means dif
agreeable. 

They had another kind .of dance, which cOl)fifred in 
taking each other by the hand, and dancing gently in a 
circle round about one or more perfons, ~ho were placed 
in the middle of the ring, and \~hofe ~ovements were 
brifker and qnicker; yet we could not help laughing, 
though at the f.~me time we were not a little hurt, to fee 
the poor infants pop their heads alternately in and Ollt of 
t he hag' hanging at the backs of their mothers, who were 
Iikewife dancing; fo that we had great re.fon t.o fear that 
they would break their necks. But what was frill more 
ridiculous was, that thete little Hottentots were far from 
fhewing any diOike to this treatment; hut, on the con
trary, were fo well pleafed with it, that they fufficiently 
Ihewed their difpleafure by crying, when their mothers, who 
were foon tired with carrying them on their backs, wanted 
to fet them down, or go out o( the dance. 

Belides the pleafllres which thefe " dai~y d,an<;!,s may be 
fuppoled to alford thetll~ t!,"cY,' h~ve , ~t their"greater fefri
vals the ,lPore ddightfn] enj9Y91~nt ' of i(olup~ous love, 
which, .t..thofe times, ' the :, y~:)Uth of botA fexe~ by their 
law§" ,have f9Il ,opponunity,.givcp. them to':p';'ffrie'. For it 
is faid" .. that the unmarried Part of the, Cq11lP,.~Y' in the 

very 
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'n<, very middle of the dance, wit)ldraw to a private place ill 
Ilcttmber. 'ff< 
~' couples fucceffivcly and at d, crent intervals, without g iv-

ing the leaft fubjeCt of offence ancI fcandal, and without 
having any 'occafion to blnOl when they return again to the 
company. I have purpofely faid onl y, that opportunity is 
given' 'tbem for this purpo[e; as 'l could not learn, whether 
their 'laws, together with the o!,portunity, allowed the ac
tion itfelf, which, as I have mentioned ahove, the Catrres 
permit themfelves to tr",nfaCt in the prof.rice of the whole 
company that is dancing. 

Tbis rem\l.fuefs of their laws, however, in allowing th em 
opportuniiies oftbis kind" fe~ms to be in direCt oppolition 
to the rigorous ftriCtnefs of thefe , fame law, in the follow
ing particular. Any yo\Ulg woman whatfocvcr, who, after 
f\lcll dance; fl1!ill prove pregniuit, jholl be put to death, 
togethell ,;.vifh h~~ para~our; unlefs, which indeed is ge
nerally the c.le, ' the oldeft people in the clan mitigate the 
p\lniJhment, by Commuting it into a perpetual union; or-

, . 
dering, them moreover. to forfeit an ox or ' a cow to feaft 
the whOle with, by way of atonement f<;>r their 
crime. ' ,In' arti~e , the mitigation .o~ the de-
q~ it , is, ' the llloti~es of the 
fociety; liut.it this ftrange 

. primitive in
',b"ve, fuppofed" , that 

~~;~~:~ cullom ,Jlw.llld pre-
oi .an<lin~e of the, 

"',' d' ) , , ~etlt ,Ql1 gJ.lif li-'ll. 

th;itJ iixli a'iVclt,ln.tholjt'; *,'~m. aff:w:ed 
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me, that on any Hottentot', paying a ftipulated price to a 
~i.rl's relations, fhe was· obliged to fleep with him; -Lut that 
neither did the law ordain, nor had there heen any in
fiance known, that a young woman Ihoul<l be delivered 
up into the arms of a Ch1;iftian, or white man, on any 
conlideration whatever. The Hottentot added, that for his 
part, l1e had not entered into any union here of the kind, 
as for two, ' or at moil: three Bights enjoy-ment,. 'it would 
have co!l: him the price of a cow; a price, he faid, that 
wonld have made him dearly repent his bargain. , . 

This Hottentot, who explained to me the circumftances 
I have ju!l: been mentioning, and at,the fame time gave me 
many other curious anecdotes imd rel~ions, I had the greater 
reafon to believe, as he had the appeararrce of being a 
fcri6us and difcree! man, and indeed was known to be 
flleh by my guide. He had 'been ' brought up in a village 
IIcar the Chri!l:ians, in ' the fervice of whom he had alw,ays 
1 'ccn; and at this time, with the affiftance of thebaftard 
(',r Caffie Hottentots belonging to this cfaal,he had 'caught, 
and then had in his cu!l:ody, three old BOIhies~woroe!l with 
thei r children, with an intention to take tbem"l,ome to his 
ma!l:cr for flaves, ' His m~iil:eT h:"dgiven'hiin '" .gUn, but 
1,e was at (llat tll'rie ql)\tc":o'lit of·;')lO,v~et, . <;ori,jCq~iy he 
was put to his Thifts . t?tftXid: ,J#n~ fur;~h~~f:;:ind his 
c3ptives. ' ,' I fherefore gtNehiqi 'fcilbe jlOtv(!et. ,'S 'I <::on" 

. ~. ".",.. .... "".- f ' " '.'- • ..:" ''':.' ' ':.'' .. ~.,. -'. " ~ . "c:'" "" ".,. ., 
fidged, t~at':(~',r.a(f~ :~~!'i~g, ~y~~ ~"cting }!u: 
chams of ~ t\h'!lapl'Y mbpYklt '''''~ J:~b,~rtCl<d · .to 
make th.,;n frt"!igt{kr. '1'i~ 't1iitl" me likciWit~\£it hil~'. 

:,.;1 .. , ~ ,' ' . " ""'·: ' > . " ' ~·'f "·~"" · '_ ,.;: ' :-""'!:'~··~-u'! ·.-·" . "." 
male -capt1ves had 'tl\reateu~ to ' \)eW.itttd,ilB; 'but that 

he 
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11e had no faith in witchcraft, and h ad an equal contempt 
for their menaces and their f.'wage manners. 

A baft."ltd Hottei-ltot, who had accompanied him in this 
expedition, had heen wounded in the fhouh1cr with a poi
IClned arrow. The 1'oifon 'had been fucked out of the 
wound immediately. ', The ttimour had not abfolutdy a 
bad appearance; yet the wounded man was by no mean, 
" :ell, and ',vas himfelf in doubt whether he Ibould get over 
it or not. Nothing was'laid 'UpOn it but the bruifc(lleavc. 
of the itOtienlo;jig-tre~. 

, They keep their milk in leathern facks, of which I h ave 
givc~ a c..leicription abqve, llt!ver eating it till it is curdled; 
bunhe velfels they"milked it into were balkets of a pccu
li~r 'kind, compofed ',of roots plaited together fo curioufl y, 
ana in 'fo 'ciore a manri~r, that they would not only hold 
rriiliti)uft\ven' \~ater. ' Thefe" velfcls would be as ncat as 
they are light, :'if 'the Hottentots did not always neglect to 
walb thep,. "" Indeed, ' moft of thefe balkets had acquired 
fuch an 'appearance "from the milk being cncmfted upon 

.- . " ,: -, ".- .,' . 
them, 'as at ' firft "induced us to fuppofe that they were be-

~" • ~. '1"' . _.~,. _l. , ", ' 
firieaf'ed"wit"- c6'\v'-'dung,"iri order to make them hold the 

4i~~~J:~~e~ie~~;a~~~~eot~~:~~:t;et~,;~~0:;;'~ 
liodif 'WitltlH!ef,rtilJllYbU't1t1;' fiiat'#it!filut 'any kind of daub
i~$;t~~{'d~;~ot'~ei&.~J'he'i~~ft. , Thefe milk-pails, or 
»¥{~ f7",9"6~~?'f~f,l'h:ip.~Mtliat (I,l!lineate<! in Plate 1. 
tot I; fi};f.,F ~(j¥iP~ 'li',pmt and a lilllf {O'i'bur gallOns ; 
~~liM";1:!nr':l'd\rfui~~ iir"l;ieing veri "lIght, they have 
Jffl;~fe 'tli'~t'~1htif I'ftUsbCllig ftil'licieiltJY' pliable. ' 

No 
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No cows of the African breed, 'whether they belong to D,;;;';h,,: 

the colonills or Hottentots, will Cuffer themld ves to be VY'V 

milked, without their hind legs being firft tied together; 
as they othcl'\I'ife never fail either to lUck the pertons who 
milk them, or get away from them. The interpreter, 1 
have been jullli,ealUng. of, defired 'me, therefore, to 01>-
ferve here, as being aU uncommon d..r~ftance, that -feve-
ral of the cows belonging to thefe baftard CafiTes, .allowed 
themfelves to be milked without being tied up; ' Ilikewife 
remarked, that the cows here, .whether tied up or loof ... 
were, for the moll part, too fbyand,wild to fuffer thein. 
je lves to be milked, except their calves were with them, 
and had previonfl y Cucked them a little. The herdfI'nen 
themfelves in this place were alfo deCU'Ous tl,at I fbould 
take notice, as a matter of curiofity, of the manner -:in 
which a cow, who had brought forth .•• dead calf, was' at 
length induced to be milked. The .. artifice ufed for thiS 
purpofe, confifted in letting her alwa.y& put hClf no(e in the 
jkin of her dead calf juft before. fbe ,w<ls milked. 

Circumcifion is praCtifed Ol' i.thefe Hottentots as: well as 
by the Gonaquas and Caffres, ' and ·is performed u~ youfus 
at that period of life, when. to We fueir own expreffion, 
they become half.men. :; V#Ptbe.y generally .{uit ·the .time 
(0, as tp .have an opportunity of perJUnmng tbe 'Operation 
upon .(everal·at once. 

Tbe I\I'J!ts~. beingfued ~th, . w.ewere ;waked by 
the Hottent<* .1ioging and d.nQng.; , and, :with: wi: I'!ljoicing, 
or, .. "~, appeat1aIlct: p£.hltppi~s .and,~elight.jt ;iCemir 
that this" (imple race of ' peOple calways , 'boginand con· 

, 
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elude the day. We likewife patel a vifit to them th', 
morning, but foon found it more prudent to retnrn to 0111' 

waggon again; as a great num ber of thenl now canlC to 
pay their rcfpcCts to us, and at the fame time became more 
troublefome than ever, by importuning us tor tobacco. J 
<lo not know whether 1 Ihould look upon it as a mark 
of the greateil: fimplicitYj or as a witty and ingenio\!:' 
compliment in one of them, who defired my inter
preter to tell me, that he" had never feen a \Vag~on be
fore, and therefore wifhed me to infonn him, whether 
mine had grown up in the fame ftate in which he thm 
faw it. 

In the mean while, in order to obtain a truce from their 
tirefome praCtice of peil:ering us for tobacco, we excited the ir 
aftooilhment by lhewing them our watches. I eyen al
l<Ompted to acquire fome refpea from thefe people, as 11 <11 

being without fome knowledge of magic. This, it may 
well be fuppofed, c;lid. not proceed from any miljJIAccd am
bition, but. rather from m0tivC5 of prudence, anel with a 
view by this means of curbing their growingdefires, which 
might probably terminate · ,in fume bold attempts on the 
iron-work of our w~, lice. For this !,orpofe I bid 
there HcJtteDlOlSi,anc:\·at (be finn;' time mt nwn,. endeavour 
to .take ;fome quidlfdver .with t'heiHmgers out of a parcel 
of it which 1 had brought . with me. The various· attempts 
they ,madeitili provi.Dg'abotti'le, excited in mell'l the great
dhaihmilhment,- ~d pro-.ed an iJlexmllfti&le i fubjed: to 
melra.<D c;on~ _ latJghter. Afte'l'Wllrds, ,'fOo'thoeir 
_ amaU!lllCIlt, I aIOIt .001; fewralgi~es rif<tuick-

7 f,lver, 
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lilver, having previouily, unperceived by them, rubbed 
my fingers over with tallow. Neither did I omit afioniih
j"g thefe fimple fwains, with the wonderful magnetic pro
pelties of the needle belonging to my compafs. I remem
ber, indeed, having read fomewherc of a certain great 
conlmancicr, who, being in America, in order to intimi
date the natives, and make them behave peaceably, fet 
fire to fume brandy, which they took for water, at the 
fame tinle threatening to fet fire to their ri vcrs and burn 
thelu up; but I had no occafion to have recourie to ex
tremities, as the miracles I had before performed, feemed 
already to have deterred them from attempting any hoO:i
litics.-lt was particularly from thefe balbrd Caffre" that 
I got the Caffre ,,"ords, which are to be foulid at the end 
of this volume. 

The government of this community, was [aid to be chiefly 
vefied in a J11aO, who at the [arne tilne was pointed out to 
me as being the richell: among them. He held this office 
by inheritance, and appeared to be a fober, fedate, mid
llle aged man. His manner difcovered no particular pre
t:!uinence or authority; on the contrary, he had more 
trouble with the milking .Ihap any of the rell:. So that 
riches, even among the ull~ljl~vated JIotteotots, ~re atteoded 
with une;>.(llle[s and tIWlble. 

Th,ere w.a,s another ~rfQn )le~, ",bo(e bufy manner, 
continual ch~ering and geilicw'!t;i9/:l, plaillly denoted, that 
be was a man in~ffi.ce, and of !Qrn,e ,cO)lfequence. , ., In fad, 
he Wili $e, fQ(cerer (as Jlllly,;tfrm jt) of ;the community; 
aIlIl C\>~~y, .py "~ue of )li~ oilice. was mafter of the 
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Ins · ceremonies, high prieft, phyfidan, and cow-leach; and 
Drceml,ef. . • 
~ of himfelf, 1ndcpcndentl y of any office whatever, an arch 

Charlatan; who, by his drolleries and ridiculous antic gef
tures, endeavoured to diftinguiih himfelf from the ren, 
and was perpetually exciting the young people to nance. 
As I was not ignorant, that the Charlatans in the better 
informed and more enlightened ··f()(.ieties of Europe, fre
quently, by means of their defpieahle talents, thrufl: them
felves into offices of the hlghefl: importance and the ac
quifition of riches, I do not in the leaf\: wonder to hear, 
that this fellow, belides being univerfally reti}ccted, was 
in poffeffinn of a greater Hock of cattle than an y olle among 
them. 1 was likewife informed, that for delivering a cow, 
which had a difficult bOOur, he ufi.lally had an heifer for 
his fee ;nnd that at every feaft, the beft and fatteft piece 
fell to his·thare. 

In the northern climates I had been ufed to fce fox tails 
worn to keep. out tke cold. Here I faw, for the firll time, 
the tails·" of , the ~jackaU, or African fox, made ufe of in 
warm weather' ; . as the Hottentots wiped the'fweat off their 
faces with thein, for this pUJ'pofe carrying them about with 
them fixed ujlon ·thort.fticks: ' Having now {ufliciently con
templated themanners"f'thefe ,people;'w~proceeded on our 
journey; .and, ·alI in the _ ri~r guide had given us 
·the flip; aoo· fuot an' old, ,~j."i1d loufy buffalo, we made 
a trip to .the .,pl_ "WbetiHt 'liIy, and loaded our waggon 
with·~cheft plitt « " the meat, leaving >the 'remainder to 
t·he' :\aftU'd.Hj>tteI1tors, the birds of prey; and ·the byoonas. 
The licethat·.!We fO\UldupoothisbufFaJo, 'were .of: a .new 

fpecies; 
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fpecies; (fee the defcription, together with a drawing of D '775~~ 

ecemoer. 
them, ill Mem. Jur les InJet7es, Tom. VII.) Vv-..I 

vVc afterwards drove higher up, along Kurano; · rivier, 
and found the water there almoft motionIcfs and brackilh. 
We had the tops and grafs of the reeds growing in this 
little ftream cut off, to fodder our horfes with at night. 
At night, the wolves which probably had got fcent of the 
meat in our waggon, gave us to underftand by their howl
ings, that they were Dot far from us. 

C HA P. 
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C HAP. XI. 

Journey from little Sundays-river to Bojhies-111ans-
. . 

nver. 

'775, 0 N the 12th our guide took us firft to the caft and 
December. ~ . 
~ then to the Louth-eaft, over a champam country, 

that we might bait, and. water our cattle at noon. This we 
did at a landfpring, which had been very much trampled 
unde.r foot by the I?uffaloes, and wlrlch had no outlet. 
But at the diftance of an hour's ride from thence, we found 
better water, amI call1e .to a refolutian to put up the fol
lowing nig\!t,.nat far. from.tb.e fpot, in order to be really 
in the marmng:lf> look out atter the buffaloes; as it is in 
places jult lik.e .thefe, that tbH particularly com~ O\lt into the 0" . .. , . 

meadows togJ:a~. ; hu(, ,9I1 .tbe .contrary. ,w .. tEe day time, 
on acCQJlnt af~. :b-ej!t,~ey~gel)Crll)ly.;I;l.\OPk to keep in 
the w~~. 

It h~.·nQt'\!F~Pt ~f,~t)l[e ; ~9Jll'~ ' before we heard the 
roaring .. 9.P~~, . ~Jiifl>,.!~~;iN1s ;:1\Ppeared to be pretty near 
lII': <tW.s" ~"" , ~e,,~ tpn~;fthat I had ~eard .this kind 
of Il),~ .. "an~~'f.~ w~e Jev,!;f'!l, per(a~~,s, it might 
be ;.PfQpedy ,S~d ·.ll: . "R'!cm~, AOiO'i's • .. ,Tb1'y .,continuetl 
roaring the whole, night, .. wl;len~i\llY guide concluded, that 

they 
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they had a/fembJed on the plains in order to ct""lIafe, and '775, 
'.1' nccem~r. 

carryon their amourn, by fighting and attacking each other '->-..J 
after the manner of cats. 

To defcribe the roaring of the lion as nearly as I can, I 
mnft inform the reader, that it confifted in a hoarfe inar
ticulate found, which at 'the fame time feemed to have a 
hollownefs in it,fomething Jilte that, proceeding from a 
fpeaking trumpet. The found is between that of a Ger
man U and an 0, being drawn to a great length, and ap
pearing as if it came from out of the earlh; at the fame 
time that, after liftening with thl! greateft attention, I could 
not exactly hear from wh<tt quarter it came. 'The found 
of the lion's voice does not hear the leaft refemblance to 
thunder, as M, DE BUFFON, Tom; IX. p . 22, from the 
Voyage of BOULLAYE Ll! Oouz, :rffirnIs' it docs. In fact, 
it appeared to me to be neither pectrliarly piercing nor tre
mendous; yet from it. flow prolonged note, joined with 
nOCturnal darknefs, and the t<l'rible Mea one is apt to form 
to one's felf of this animal, ,it made 'drle !budder, even in 
fnch places, as I had an opportunity of heiring it in with 
more fatisfadion, and without having the Ieaft occafion for 
fcar. We caold 'plainly perceivoe\ry'<J\lr anfuraIs, when the , 
lions, whether'theyroared ,or not, ,were ftJ<ionnoiteffrig m at 
a fmall diftance, For inlhar cafe the hotmds~..,otdare to 
bark "in the leaft, but o:epfquite c1ofeto the Hottenrots; and 
our oxen and horfes fighed 1leepty,' freiJ:"eiltlfh'anging back, 
and pulling fiawly with ail thei1"nlight at the' fttong ftraps 
1tilti which thq were tied upto the Wa~. ' 'nleyllkewife 
laid themfefves down trpontheground antHlCIodup ~Itemate-
1y; appearing asifthey did OOt'know .... hat to do with thern-

felves : 
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felves ; and, indeed, I may fay, juft as if they were in 
the agonies of death. In the mean time, my . Hottentots 
111ade the neceffary preparations, "and laid each of thenl 
their javelins by the fide of them. We likewife loaded all 
our five pieces, three of which we diftributed among thofe 
of our Hottentots who fpoke Dutch .. 

Fires and fire-brands are univerfally reckone.d, and, in
deed, were laid by my Hotten,tots, to be a great prefcrva
tive and defence againft liol1s Olld other wild bealts; they 
CQuld, however, themiClves mention inftanccs, ill whi<.:h 
the lion had leaped forward to the fire, and carried ofr 
fame one of them, who had been fitting round it and 
warming themfelves • . ,The animal too has fometimes taken 
its prey to fa iliort a diftance, that the poor wretch's com
panions have PlaiI.llY hear,d it champing and chewing his 
fleili. The Hottentots defired us who were placed in the 
waggon, not to be in too great hafte to fire in cafe a lion 
fhould take a leap among them, for fear that in the dark 
we might at the ~e time ,\\Uft fame of them. They had 
concerted matte~s fa, that f9me of them fhould rather at
tempt to pierce him -throu,gh. with their halfag~,or fpears, 
while at the , fume inftant·,the..others ,/h.o,Wd ·endeavour to 
cling about its legi. 

,They looMil qpon it,:Ii. •• c;ertain f44t, and I have fince 
heard the f,.me , frolll,;Qthe~s.;: ,th;.>,t" lion does not imme
diately kill the ,pe;fWdle.bas"got, under him, unlef. he is 
excited'Jo do fi> bytheJ:efiftan<;e,he meets with. At length, 
however, .'it.isrewrl'ed, ."the royal tyrant gives the coup de 
g1'.iI.e on the_:v@m:Sl>~eaft wi,ti!., a):lWf9,US ro¥.c . On this 
D!:ca[lOn I muft do tpy ~otte!1t~ . the juftice to fay, that 

they 
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they did not Ihew the leaft fear; though they conceived D'~;;;:';" . 
the old and commonly-received notion to he abfolutely Vv-..J 

fme, that both liollS and tigers would attack a /lave or a 
Hottentot, before they will a colonift or a white man. 
Confcqucntly, Mr. IMMELM AN and I had 110 fuch great 
reafi>n to be in fear for our <>wn perfons, unlefs 1110TC than 
one lion Ihould·come to attack us, or that we lhould dil~ 
charge our pieces too precipitately and mifs him; for in 
fuch a cafe, the lion always rulhes all the markfman. In 
another ref pect, however, we that lay in the waggon and 
at a diftance from the fire, were moftliable to receive a 
vilit from the lions ; or at leaft to fee our horfes and oxen, 
which were tied up to the waggoll, feized by them. 
Otherwife, for the lingularity of the fpectacle, I Ihould 
h ave been glad to have feen an attack of this kind, if it 
had not coft me more than a couple of my oxen. In 
fuch a cafe, indeed, my horfes would probably firft have 
fallen a prey to this rapacious animal, as it is generally 
fuppofed, that the lion gives them the preference. 

An10ng our oxen there was one which at this time, as wen 
as fince upon other limiiar occalions, appeared extremely dif
quieted and reflIefs. · It had belides, a fingular and afto
nilhing habit of making an inward noife, which cannot 
be defcribed; and this was the cafe likewife with the ftonc
horfe, in his own peculiar way. This, in fact, was fufii
dent to make us keep ourfelves in readinefs, though it 
l13ppened not to be abfolutely - necetrary: ·however, we 
quickly got accuftomed to it. and fevera! times laid our
felves down to fieep, void ·of 'care, 1eaving'our beafts to figh 
on lmheeded. It is, indeed; a wonderful eircumftance, thai: 

VOL. ll. G the 
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' ''I' the hrute creation iho"ldhave been taught merel y by nature 
Dtcc:mber . 
..,.,....; to be in dread of the lion; for Ollr hones and oxen were 

all from places, where I anl certain they COllld have no 
knowledge of this dreadful adverfary of theirs : fo that 
in this we mnft admire the bOllnty of providence, which, 
while it has lent fuch a tymnt as the lion among ft the 
animal creal ion, has Iikewife taught them to difcern and 
diltillguilh it with tremblillg and horror. 

One \\'olllt! fuppofe, that the roaring of the lion wonld 
Peove ferviceable to the other animals, as being a warning 
for them to betake themfelves to flight; but as when he 
roars, according to all report, he puts his mouth to the 
ground, fo that the found is diffufed equally all over the 
place, without, as we have already mentioned, its being 
peffible to hear from what quarter it comes, the animals 
are intimidated and {cared to -fueh a degree, as to fly about 
bock ward. and -forwards in the dark to every fide; in COII

{equenee of which, fame of them may ealily chance to run 
on to the ver.y {pot ' from whence the treme"dous found 
aCtually proceeds, and which they meant molt to avoid. 

A writer, -in other 'refpects extremely' rarional, who 
fiyles !limfelf Q{fi&ier tiu Rr», aff'erts, in his Voyage a N ile 
de .France, &c. p. 63, that in AfriCt , there are found 
whole-annies oC lions; a ·fad: of whiCh, he fays, he was 
jnformed, . by three -perfolll of confequence 'in the govern
ment, -whofe names he .mencions. 

This author, •• well as his informen;, ... nd thofe, if f\lel:.. 
there be, who aa'le given any credit to him; may be cafily 
made to oonceive the paIpoblD abfurditpof the jdea by 
this fUlgle confKlenuiaD, ' tmt to"fupport armie1 of liom, 

it 
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it would require a greater quantity of quadrupeds and 'm· 
DeccmbeT. 

game, as it is called, than is to be found not onl y in Afri- ~ 
ca, but in all the world befides. In order to confirm this 
a{fertion, we may appeal to a witty oblervation made by the 
Indians, and reported by LAFITAlJ. "It is a very fortu-
n.te circumftance, faid they, that the Portuguefe are as 
few in number as they are cruel in their difpofitions ; juft 
as it is with the tigers and lions with refpeCt to the reft of 
the animal creation, or otherwife there would foon be an 
end of us men." 

With regard to the te/timonies of the perfons of confe
quenee here appealed to, I muft beg leave to obeerve, that we 
may at any time, without the leaft hefitation, call in 'Iueftion 
any polition which militates againft common fenfc. Be
fides, in the Ean-Indies, knowledge and the appearance of 
truth arc not always abfolutely infeparable from authoritl'. 
J myfelf have beard a man belonging to the council at the 
Cape, relate to ftrangers the moft ridiculous abfurdities con
cerning the country in which he lived. Stories of this kind 
often orignate from the fanners :lnd yeomen, \"ho come 
from a great dHlance, and who often find their account in 
.muling their rulers with pleafing tales; which, the more 
wonderful they are, \"ith the greater avidity they are fwal
lowed. Another fouree of there falfe reperts is in the de
praved difjlOfition of m:mkind, who are very prone to im
pore as much as they can on the credulity of the weak 

",nd fimple. Admitting it to be true, that the Romans 
introduced into their public fpeaacles a great number of 
lions, which, indeed, they might eafily colleCt from the 
ext;mlive traCts of country they po{fe{fed in Africa and 

G ~ Afi~ 
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Aha, yet it never can be conConant either· with truth or pro
bability, that armies of lions fhould be found in thefe quartets 
of the globe, where only, accerding to the vary probable poli
tiOll of M. DE BUFFO"N, they exift. So that when a later writer, 
the Abb~ DE MANET, in his defcription of the northern 
part of Africa, aflirms, that the fame kind of lion is like
'rife found in America, we may rafely confider this merely 
as a hafl:y aifcrtion, which is not warranted either by the au
thority of others or by his own experience: indeed, this 
author's teilimony is much more to be credited when he in
forms us, that the" Negroes in the northern parts of Africa, 
:ilrc ufed to catch lions in pits,. but do not dare to cat any 
of the fleOr, for fear left the other lions fhould be re
venged on them." In this particular, however, I have not 
found the HOltentots or inhabitants of the fouthern parts 
of Africa equally fupetfiitious, as they told me, that they 
ate · the flelh of lions, and looked upon it to be both good 
and wholefome. They likewife informed me, that the 
lions as well as hyrenas, had been formerly much holder 
than they are at prefent, as they ufed to leize them at 
night, and carry them off from their cottages: at the 
fame time they alfured me, Chat a lion that had once tafted 
human flefh would never after, if .he could help it, prey 
upon any other. They added, that for the fame rcafon 
they were obliged to fix benches up in trees to fieep on ; 
fo that they cO\1ld not fo readily be caught un",".res by th .. 
lions, and might likewue the eafier defend themfelves when.. 
they were attacked by them. 

So that, in fact, they were obliged to acknowledge, that 
with the affifiallce of the Chriili.ns and their tire-arins, 

they 
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they are at, ,pr.efent, much leCs expofed .to tbe ravages of ' 775 , 

. . D cccm ber_ 
this ~ercc alumal; while, on the other hand, I coulu not ~ 
b\lt agree with tl1em, that the coloni!h themle)vcs were " 
much greater fcourge to them than all the wild beafts of 
their country put together; as the HottCHt~t nations, fince 
the arrival of the eolonifts in this part of t·he world, have 
found themfeLve; ,reduced to a much narrower {pace in their 
poifdfions, and their numbers veu much decreafed. 

In thef\', times, at Icafr, the lion does not willingly at
t"ck any animal openly, unlefs provoked, or extremely 
hungry ; in ,yhich latter c,afe be is faid to fear no danger, 
and to be repelled by no refiftance. The method in which 
the lion takes his prey, is almoft always to {pring or throw 
h imfelf on it, with one . vaft leap from the place of his 
concealment ; yet, if he chances to mifs his leap, he will 
not, as the Hottentots unanimou/ly afi'urcd me, follow his 
prey any farther; but, as thmlgh he were a!hamed,. turn
ing round towards the place where he lay in ambu!h, 
/lowly, and ftep by fiep, as it were, meafmes the exact 
length betw.een the two points, in order to find how much 
too {hoft of, or beyond the mark he had taken his leap. 
One of thefe animals, ho\vever, was once known to purfuc 
an eJk-antilope witl). the g,reateft eagemefs and ardour, with
out anyone gcttiag to· fee the end of the chafe. It is fin
gular, that the foxes in Europe, according to M. COLLa'"' N'S 

Hijl. Nouv; de /,Un;vers, T om. IV. p. 20. whel1 they have 
leaped /I1Qrt of their mark, and their prey has got away 
from them, meafure the length of their leap, ill the fame 
manner as the lion does. 

It 
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'175, It is particularly near rivers and fprings, that the lion 
D'''mb", fi d ' b fr f h' r I" , A ' """" n s It e an wcrs IS purpole to . Ie 10 walt. ny am-

mal whatever that is obliged to go thither in order ,0 
Quench its thirfr, is in danger, tanquom canis ad Nilum, 
of becoming a victim to the irreftltible power of this 
blood-thirfry tyrant. 

It fhould feem, that in cafe gazels, and other fuch ani
mals had fcent of the lion when he was near them, as 
frrong as ·it appeared to be in my horfes and oxen, they 
might eafily avoid the danger. I do not know how the ·fact 
really frands; but it is poffible that the lion, like the fportf
men of lh;, country, may know fo well how to dmfe the 
place onts concealment, that the wind m ay drive its effluvia 
fmm the fide whence it !Ilight be perceived by its prey. 

Following the example of other travellers in fuch tracts 
()f this part of Africa as are infefred by lions, we always 
took the precaution to make loud cracks with our large 
ox-whip, whenever we were going to pafs a river. Thefe 
cracks of a whip, which, in fact, make a louder noife, and 
1l greater vibration in the air than the difcharge from a 
pillol, nay, arc heard much farther than the report of a 
gun, is looked upon as a very efficacious method of fcaring 
.away wild Leafts. Thefe large whips fcem, therefore, to 
have contributed not a little to the greater degree of dread 
which , finee the arrival of the colonifrs, the lions have of 
mankind. 

The lion's rbethod of taking its prey, ' as dcfcribed aLov~ 
is not, however, probably, fo univerfal as to be without ' 
exception. Soon after my arrival at the Cape, I heard 

6 !peak 
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{peak of a married woman, who ulmewhere in the Carrow D':';::,s.;... 
country was killed at her own door by a lion, which like-~ 
wife ate up her hand; though others, indeed, thought Ihe 
came by her death in a different manner. Several farmers 
related to me the following fingular freak of a lion in 
Camdebo. 

" A few years ago a farmer on horiCback, with a led 
horfe in hand, met with a lion, which hac! laid itfelf down 
in the public road where the farmer was to pafs. Thus 
circumftanced, he thought it moft advifeable to turn back, 
but found the lion had taken a circle, and laid itfelf in his 
way again; he was therefore obliged to turn back again, 
and fa alternately lr.lckwan!s and forwards. Whether the 
lion waS feared away by feveraI more travcllers coming up 
or no, I cannot fay that I recollect; for I find, th at I have 
forgot to make a minute of the frary, probably, · becaufe 
I did not think my authority fufficientl y to be depended 
upon. The following occurrence, hO\-\:ever, I think I 
may relate, as being tolerably well authenticated, and ferv
ing to [bew the cowardice and infidious uifpofition of the 
lion. 

" An elderly Hottentot in the fcrvice of a Chriilian, 
near the upper part of SU1Iday-river on the Camdebo lide, 
perceived a lion following hin' at a great diltance for two 
hours together. Thence he naturall y concluded, that the 
lion only waite(! for the approach of darknefs, in order to 
:make him his prey; and in the mean time, could not ex
pect any other than to ferve for this fierce animal's fupper, 
ina(inuch as· he had no other weapon of defence than a 
ftick, and knew that he coulU not get home before it was 

oark. 



I!!~b", dark., But as he was well ~<Xl'1':i~ted with ~e natUre of 
~ the hon, and t,he manner of Its felzmg upon Its prey, and 

at the fanie time had leifure between whiles to rumin':te 
on the ways and means in which it was mol1: likely that 
his e"Hience would be put an end to, he at length hit 
on a method of faving his life, for which, in f.ct, he had to 
thank hi, meditations upon death, and the fmallikill he had 
in zoology, (or, to fpeak plainly, his knOWledge of the na
ture of animalS.) For this purpofe, inl1:ead of making the 
beft of his way home, he looked out for a klipkraltS, (fa they 
generally c.ill a rocky place level and plain at top, and hav
ing a perpendicular 'predpice on one fide of it,) and fitting 
h imfelf down on the edge of one of thefe precipices, he 
found, to his great joy, that the lion Iikewife made a halt, 
and kept the fame diftanee as before. As foon as it grew 
dark, the Hottentot fliding a little forw.ards, let himfclf 
dowo below the upper edge of the precipice upon fame 
projecting part or cleft of the rock, where he could jul1: 
keep himfelf from falling. But in.order to cheat the lion 
ftill more, he fet' his hat and cloak on the I1:ick, making 
with ,it at the fame time a gentle motion jul1: over his he.d, 
and a little way from the edge of the mountain. This crafty 
.expedient had the defired fuccefs. He did not l1:.y long 
in that fituation, before the lion came creeping foftly ta
wards him' like a cat, and miftaking the Ikin-cloak for the 
Hottentot himfelf, took his leap with fuch exactnetS and 
precifion, as to fail headlong down the precipice, direCl:l,.. 
.clofe to the fnare which had' been fet up for him; when 
the Hottentot is 1aW; in his great joy, exultingly to \lave 

Wled 
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calleu out, f katji, an inteIJ'eCtion of very extenfive un- ' 77$, 

DecrSl:l.ber. 
port and lig nification." ~ 

This is not the only inftance of lions in Africa beilJg 
enfnared in the midft of their leap. In the out-houfes 
and wafte grounus about farms, where a lion has been 
upon the watch for forne ::mimal and Inifrcd it, or where 
tbey have other reafons to expeCt him, they fet up the 
fig ure of a man clofe by the Iide of fevcral loaded guns; 
fo that thefe difcharge themfelves into the hody of the 
beaft, at the very inftant that he fprings or throws him
felf 'Upoll the drelrcd figure. 

As this is done with fo much eafe and fuccefs, and as 
they hardly ever think it worth while in Africa to take 
lions alive, they feldom give themfelves the trouble of 
catching them by means of pit-falls, From all the moft 
credible accounts I could colleCt concerning the lions, as 
well as from what I fa\v myfelf, I think I may fafely con
clude, that this wilu beaft is frequently a great coward; 
that is, vcry deficient in point of courage comparativel y 
to his ftrength: on the other hand, however, he often 
l11e\\'s an unufual degree of intrepidity, of which I will 
jnft mention the following inftance, as it was related to me. 

" 11. lion ~ broken into a walled inclofure for cattle 
through the latticed gate, and done a good deal of damage. 
The people belonging to the farm, were well alfured of his 
coming again by the fame wa y ; in confequence of which, 
they ftretched a line direCtly acl'Ofs the entrance, fo thick 
ret with loaded guns, that they muft neceff:1fily difcharge 
themfelves into the lion's body as foon as ever he Ihouhl 
come, which they firmly eXP\'Cted he would, to difplace 
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' 775' the line with his breaft. But ·the lion, which came ill 
n"'Nb« , . " dark hi I' ~ the day-tm1e be,orc it was yet , and proha y hac 

fame fU1pieion s with refpectto the line, ftruck it away with 
his foot; and without betraying the !calt fear in confe'luence 
of the reports made by the loaded pieces, went on fteadily 
and cardefs of e\'ery thing, and devoured the prcy it h~d 
left untouched hefore." 

M. lluFFoN (Tom •. IX. p. 7.) tells us, on the authority 
of MARMOL and THEVENOT, that the lions, which in the 
more cultivated and inhabited 'parts of Barbary and Inoia, 
arc ufcd to experience man's fuperiority, fometimes {lIffer 
themfClves to be in.timidated with a few ftrokes of a Itick 
(and that even by women and children) from 'carrying off 
their prey. This acCorils with feveral accounts that I heard 
at tbe Cape, ofllaves who had had courage enough, with 
a knife or fame otber weapon frill more in lig nificam, to 
defend tbeir maltel's cattle, which had been attacked in the 
dark by a lion. 

It is fingular, that the lion, which, accordin!; to many, 
always kills his prey immediately if it belongs to the brute 
creation, is reported frequently, although provoked, to 
content himfelf with merely wounding the human fpccies ; 
or at leaft, 'to wait fame time before he 'gi"~ the fatal blow 
to the unbappy victim he has got under him. A farmer, 
who the year before had the misfortune to be a fpectitor 
cif a lion's feizing two of his oxen, at the very infbnt he 
had taken them out of tbe waggon, told me, that thev 
immediately feU down dead upon 'the fpot clofe to each 
other; tbough, upon examining the careafes afterwards, 
it appeared that their backs only bad been 'broken. In 

fcveral 
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(cveral places through which I palfed, they mentioned to ' 715· 

b . I· DecC'mbtr. 
me y name a tat ,er and Ius two fans, who were faid to ~ 
b'e frill living, and who being on foot near a river on their 
efrate in fearch of a lion, this latter had m{hed out upon 
them, and thrown one of them under his feet; the two 
others, however, . had had time enough to {hoot the lio11 
dead upon the fpot, which had lain almofr acrofs the 
youth fo nearly and dearly related to them, without hay-
ing <lone him any particul;u' hurt. 

I m yfelf faw,. near the upper part of Duyvell-boek-t';v;er, 
an elderly Hottentot, who at that time (his wounds being 
frill open) bore under one eye and underneath his cheek.
bone the ghamy marks of the bite of a lion, which did 
not think it worth his while to give him any other chailife
ment for having, together, with h.is. mafier (whom I alfo 
knew) and feveral other Chriilians, hunted him with great 
intrepidity, though without fnceefs, The convcrfatioll 
ran every where in this parI of the country upon one BOTA, 

a farmer and captain in the militia, who had lain for fame 
time under a lion, ami, had received feveral bruifes from 
the beaft, having peen at the f'lme time a.good deal bitten 
by him in one arm,. as a token to remember him by; but 
upon the whole,. had, in a.manner, had his life given him 
hy this noble animal._ The man was [;li.d then to b.e living 
in the difuitt of Artaquas-k/tJo! 

I do not rightly know how ·to account for tbis merciful 
difpolition towards mankind. Does it proceed from the 
lion's greater refpett and veneration for man, as being equal 
to, or even a mightier lynnt than hi mfelf among the 
animal creation.? or is it merely from. the fame capJ'lce, 

H • which 
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'm" which has fomctimes induced him not only to fpare the 
December . 
...,.,...., life of men or brute creatures who have been given up to 

him for prey, but even to carefs them, and treat them 
with the greateft kindnefs? Whims and freaks of this kind 
have, perhaps, in a great meafure acquired the lion the 
reputation it has for generolity; but I cannot allow this 
fpecious name, facred only to virtue, to be lavifhed upon 
a wild beaft. Slav~s, indeed, and wretches of fervile minds, 
are wont with this attribute to fiatter their greateft tyrants ; 
but with what fhew of reafon can this attribute be beftow
ed upon" the moft powerful tyrant among quadrupeds, be
caufe it does not exerdfe an equal degree of cruelty upon 
all occalions? 

That the lion does not, like the wolf, tiger, and fame 
other beafts of prey, kill a great deal of game or cattle 
at one time, perhaps, proceeds from this, that while he 
is employed in attacking one or two of them, the re
mainder fiy farther than it accords with the natural indo
lence of this beaft to follow them. If this be called genero
fity, a cat may be ftyled generous with refpea: to the rats; 
as I have feen this creature in the fields among a great 
number of the latter, where fhe could have made a great 
havock at once, {eize on a lingle one only, and run off 
with it. The lion and the cat likewife, very much re
{emble each other, in partly fleeping out, and partly pafIing 
away in a quiet inaCtive ftate a great part of their time, 
jn which hunger does not urge them to $0 in queft of 
their prey. 

From what I have already related, and am farther about 
to mention, we may cOIll;lude, that it is not in magnaili

mity, 
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mity, as many wiII have it to be, but in an infidious and 'm· 
cowardly difpofition, blended with a certain degree of D~~. 
pride, that the general charaCter of the lion. confifu: and 
that hunger muft naturally have the effea of now and then 
infpiring fa ftrong and nimble an animal with uncommon 
intrepidity and courage. Moreover, being accuftomed al-
ways itfelf to kill its· own food, and that with the greateft 
eafe, as meeting with no refillance, and even frequently to 
devour it reeking and weltering in its blood, it cannot but 
be ealily provoked, and acquire a greater turn for cruelty 
than for generofity: but, on the other hand, not being ac
cuftomed to meet ,,,ith · any refiftance, it is no wonder that 
when it does, it iliould fometimes be faint-hearted and creft-
fallen; and, as I have already faid, fuffer itfelf to· be feared away 
with a cudgel. I-kre follows auother inftance of this faa. 

U A yeoman, a man 'of veracity, (JACOB- KOK, of Zee
koe-rivier,) related to me an · adventure he had in thefe 
words: One day walking- over 'his' lands with· his loaded 
gun, he unexpeaedly met with a· lion; Being an excel
lent iliot, he thought himfelf 'pretty certain, in the pofi
tion h e was in, of killing it, and therefore fired ·his piece. 
Unfortunately he did notrecbllea, that the charge had been · 
in it for fome time, and confequently was damp; fa that his' 
piece hung fire, and the ball falling iliort, entered the.ground 
dofe to the lion. In confequence of this he was feizerl with 
a panic, and took direCtly to his feet; but being foon out of 
.breath, and clofely purfued by the lion, he jumped up on 
a little heap of ilones, and there made a ftand, prefenting · 
the butt-end of his gun to his adverfary, fully refolved to 
defend hia life. as well. as he could to the . Ulmoft. My 

friend 
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'me friend did. not take upon him. ~o . det.f/nine, whether this. 

])"f;t"mber. ' ." ' , 
... 4',,, .... i polition and manner·.of his intir:mdate!! the liol): or not; it 

i)ad, however, fueh an e/fed upon the creature, that it 
likcwif~ made a fta/ld: and what was ftill more fingular, 
laid itfelf down at the dii1:ance of a few paces from the 
heap of ftoncs feemingly quite unconcerned. The fportf
mall, in the mean while, did not dare to ftir a ftep from 
the fpot; befides, ill his flight he. had the misfortune to 
lofe his powder-horn. At length, after waiting a goo(1 
half hour, the liOI) ' t;'Ofll ' up, and at firf!: went very /lowl y, 
and ftcI" by ftep, as if it had a, mind to ileal off; but as 
foon a5 it got to· a gre.atcr <ljft;u1ce, it hegan to hound 
away at a . great rate. It is very probable, that the lion, 
like the i)Y'lllla" does, n9t eafuy venture upon any creature 
that m,*1:S a, ftaW\"". agai.nft it, and: puts itfelf in a pofture 
of dete/lce. It is well. lu;tow/l, that it does /lot" like the 
hound, find out its prey by tha (cent, neither does it openly 
hUl)tother animals. AIle;>ft, the only ipftance ever known 
of this, is that wb,icb.· 1 have: me.ntioned before, in Vol. 
L p. 3r;7. in . which it is fllok.~n of as. having hunted an 
elk-anti/ope: tllO.llgl1 it ~ght pollibly be, that this wild 
beaft was reduce<!:by,.e,xtreme hunger to fucll an cxtraor
~inary expedient. , T)le IWll,;llevertbelefs, is fw,ift of foot. 
Two bunters ·i!lfl'J1lIl!!dlll!l •. tb.a/:an impn1<.Ient and fool
hard y compl\flio(,; of tA!iU'$,;w,as c,Iofcly purIued by a lion 
in. their ught, and, very l}e~dy, overtaken by it, though hy 
was mounte!! on an excellent hunte):. 

Thelion'~ ftrength is, collfl<lerable. This anima~ w.as 
0J)Q:Jeen at· the Cape t9: til.ke . an; hl:ifer il\ hi~ ,mo~~ •. and· 
though . the legs ,Qf ,th.isJ.au~r <It<\ggllCl on. tb.e, gr9.unP, 'yet 

fcemed 



CAP E 0 F GOO D HOP E. 55 
feetned'to carry her ott with the fatne .eafe as a cat does a ' 775, 

- . r. December. 
rat. It Itkewi.e leaped over a broad dike with her, with- '-"'" 
'out the leal1: difficulty. A buffalo,perhaps, would be too 
cumberfome for this beafr of prey,notw,ithfranding his 
ftrength, to feize and carry off with hitn in the manner 
above-mentioned. Two yeomen, upon whofe vCf:lcity I 
can place fame confidence, gave me the following account 
relative to this ·-matter. 

" Being a hunting near BqJbies--man-rivier with fevcral 
Hottentots, they perceived a lion dragging a buffalo frorn 
the plain to a neighbouring woody hill. They, however, 
foon forced it to quit its prey, in order to make a prize of 
it themfelveR; and found that this wild beafr had had the 
fagacity to take out the buffalo's large and unwieldy entrails, 
in order to be able the eafier to make off with the flefby 
and more eatable part of the carcafe. The wild be aft, 
however, as foon ashe 'faw from theikirts of the wood, 
that the 'Hottentots had begun to carry off the flefb to the 
wnggon, frequently peeped out upon them, and probably 
with no little mortification." The lion's ftrength, however, 
is fai,! not 'to be fufficient alone to get the better of fa large 
Ol"nd {l:rong an animal as the buffalo; ·btIt, in order to make 
it his prey, this fierce creature is obliged to have recourfc 
both to agility and frratagetn; infotnuch, that ,ftealin.~ on 
the buffalo, it faftens with both its paws upon the no{trils 
and mouth of thebeaft, and keeps '(queezing them dofe 
togerher, till at length the 'creature is ftrangled, wearied 
Out, and dies. A 'certain colonift, according to report, had 
had an opportunity of (eeing 'an attack. ,of this kind; and 
others had 'reafon to condude, that -fumething of this na-

ture 
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D:.'.,~b~. ture had paired, . from feeing buffaloes, which had efcaped 
~ from the clutches of lions, and hore the marks of the claws 

·of thefe animals about their mouth and nofe. They alrert" 
ed, however, that the ·Iion .itfclf rifqued its . life in fuch at
·tempts, efi,ecially if any other .buffalo was · at hand to 
rcfcue that which was attacked. It was faid, that . a ·tra
<veller once had an opportunity of feeing a female ' buffalo 
with her calf, defended hy a river lit her back, keep for a 

;Iong time at 'bay five lions which had partly furroundcd 
her, but did not (at leaft as long as ·the traveller looked on) 
dare to ' attack her. ,1 have been informed from very good 
"authority, that on a plain lu the caft of Krof111l1e-yivier, a 
,lion had -been gored and trampled to -death by a herd of 
cattle; having, urged probably by flUnger, ventlU'ed to 
;attack them ,in broad day-light. 

This the .reader will, pel'haps, not fa much wonder at, 
'When he is told, that in the day-time, and upon an open 
'plain, twelve or fixteen dogs willeaflly getme better of a large 
·\ion. Tbere.is no necefiity for tbe dogs, with which the 
lion is to be h.mte<!. to ,be very large and trained up to the 
.fport, as M. BUFFON thinks they Ihould be, the bufinefs 
being perfeCUy well acrompli1b.ed with tbe common farm
·boufe dogs. Wben thefe have got pretty near the lion, 
the latter, from a greatnefs of foul, does not offer to fly 
any farther, but fits himfelf down. The hounds then fur
round him, and, rulhing on bim all at once, are thus, 
with tbeir united ftrength, able w tear in pieces, almolt 
in an inftant, the ftrongelt of all wild beafts. It is faid, 
that he has (eldom time t() give more than two or three 
Jlight fuokes with his paws, ( each of which fuokes is 

infiant 
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;'1frant .<jeat)l) to "\l, equa!.n,umber pfl,is.a1f<j.ilants. M. OF. 'm· 

. , D«ember. 
BUFFON . affert~ alfo, that the lion may .be hunted on horfc- ~ 
back, but that the. horfesas well as the dogs ~uft be train-
ed to it : this is probably a mere conjecture of that ingenious 
~uthor, as he does not \men~on his informers on this point. 
In Africa, the colonith ~Ullt the .lion wit!} common hunting 
hOl-fes ; indeed, I do' not kno.w. hO\. they could eafily be 
able to get horfes trained up only to the chafe of the lion. 

It is {aid , that horfes in battle, or in other dangerous 
cnterpri"es , fuffer thcmfelves more willingly to be capari
fOIled hy ;their riders than at other times ; a circumfiance 
which J think I h ave likewife remarked in thefe animals, 
on expeditions, where the danger, indeed, was not fo great, 
as ill hunting the buff.uoand. rhinoceros, when they have 
palfcd rivers, and gone UP. and· dolOn fteep places and pre
dpices with the greateft abcrity. Our horfes, the very 
faIlle as had,.fevera! times, in the ma.nner above-mentioned, 
ih ewn their difquietude when the lion· happened to be in 
the vicinity of them, and which were not .in the leaft train
ed to the chafe, once exhibited .a {pir;'t, in the purfuit of . 
two large lions,. eq'lal . to that ,,!hich they had Ihewn at 
other times in chafing the timid gazels. Though, in fatt, 
hunting horfes· feem to partake much more oftl).ei~mafter·s 
pleafure .in the .chafe: I remember in particular" at .4gter 
B runtjes Hpogte, I rode a ·.horfe1whic)l, by1. a. ~emul\lUs 

found ilfuing from its cheft,cocking up its ears, and prancing 
and capering, difcovered, in' an unequiv\lCal manner, its 
ardour for the chafe, whenever it ca.me"in fight of the 
larger ,kind of .game . . ·.There have even been in(l.nces. of 
huhting holie., who, when the hunter ' h as jumped otf 

~L.II. I th* 
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'775,' their backs ·in 'Mdet- te ditCha!'ge his 'piece, but has mifihl 

ecc:m N. . 

~ his mark, have, in their 'e'gertle/:, for ·the chafe, not a)-
lewe<l him . -time f"m.eient to monnt again, but followed 
the game alone far hours together; c10fe at its very heels, 
in aU 'its turnings and windings. 

The chafe of the 'li01i '011 horfeback is; in fact, carried 
au in the fame manfler ' as that of til<! elephant, which I 
have alread y defcribed -in Vol. I. p. 3 IS; but· as ·various parti
culars, hitherto unkn.own, concerning the lion's difpofition, 
may be learned from it, a defcription of it here wiIl, per
haps, not be fllperfluous; ' 'and, in cafe I fhould 'be' too mi
nute andcircuuiftantial, 1 ·lllall hope for the indulgence of the 
candid reader; ' particularlY·of fuch of them as arc fjlOrtlinel1, 
and are confcious -with 'what' b'rgh glee and fati sbct;on they 
are wont 10 defcribe, "witn the ' nunoft minutenefs and pro
lixity, every tilrriing and 'winding ' of a poor timid harc. 

It is otil}, 'on' the pl:nns,that the hunters venture to 'go 
out on horfeback after the lion. If ·it 'keeps in fame cop
piCe, or wood,· on 'arifing grbunil, they-etld?vour to tcaze 
it with - dogs till it romes 'out, theylikewife prefer going 
together two or' more ' 'in humber, in 'order to be able to 
affiift ':lni! refcne ·each· ~i ·'n--dfu the ' firft Illot iliOllld 
'not take place. 

Wl\en the lion fees ··tlte'hltlrters ati 'great lIi1hnce, ' it is 
uttIverfiIly al\owed~ 'that' ·!1e ·:ta'kes to his heds as faft as 
(;vet"he can, in order to getouf'6ftheiT fight; btl! if they 
chance ro diftoVer him at a fmall 'difl:,nkdTCIIn them, he is 
t'heri raidio' walkoit"in a furlim~nnet .. <but 'iVlthbut putting 
'lrittffiiIf in 'the leaffhurrY;i ail'tfiotlgh.'titi 'iw:lS · ali&Ve iliew
':Jrigany fear, Whenfu! ffnds himYeJJ 'ili'froovefOO o.t'hru;'tcd. 

He 



He 'is' theiefopcreported" likewiCe; when Ire 6nds' himfelf '77" 
Detember. 

I'urfueci with vigour, . to be Coon provoked to renftance, or ...,.,-..J 
;(t leaft he difdain:s any longer to fly. Confeq1l'entl), he 
flack ens It is pace,· and' at length onTy neUes flowly off ftep' 
by flep" all the whileeyioghis purfuers alkaunt; aild n-' 
nally makes a full ftop, and turning round upon them, and 
at the fame time giving himCelf a thake, roars with afhort 
and' fharp tone, in order to fhew his indignation, being 
ready· to feizc on then, and tear them.,in. pieces. This ' is 
now' precifcly the time for the hunters 'oo be upon the fpOt, 
or elk to get as Coon as pofrthlewithin· a certain diftanee of 
him, yet 10 as at the farne time to keep at a proper diftatK'e 
from each other; and he that·is neareit, or is' moft advan
tageoull y pofted, and has -the ·beft mark of that paf! of the 
lion's hody which. cou\ains Iiis : heart and ' lungs, nmll: be 
the firft to jump. off his horfe, and, fecuring the bridle by 
putting it rmmd:his arm, ' di{charge his pi""e;· then in an 
inftan! r-ecovel'ing his 'feat, mull: ride obliquely ' athWart· his 
companions; and,-in nne, giving'. his.horte the reins; mnft 
truit emire) y 00 the fpeed and rear of this latter, to convey hint 
out of the reach of the fury ohhe·wildbeaft; in cafe he'has 
on)ywonndedhim"orbas,aD{ollltely mlifedhirn; , In eitber 

. of thefe·cafes, a filiropportnniryrprefents itfulf'fbr;{OI'1leof the 
other· humers tO' jump:01f tbei1",hOrfesdirt<Gla~ as rhe}" may 
then t·ake· tbei<r aim and'difllharg<>'lheir, piOOes'Wilb greater 
cDolnefs and certainty . 'Should,this/hot IikewiCe mn6, '(which. 
however, ' flildOili h~):,·th6 .third, CIIDrt(man 't·ides' after 
the' lioo;.' wl\klhl,;CIht.t'ltritant i$'irt ~(lrfUit ,of the' firft' or 
the ~,,_"ipriIrgilig; 'GftHris" ~"~" hlspiece, 
Ol8,'foell;<Ii >be_"giJt''''*h~'ai ,pr<'lM'' dift1ance; and findS . a 

I 2 Cl1ffici-
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'm' fufficientl" Convenient . part 'of the animal prefent itfelf, Dt(C:J\I~r. J 

~ efi'ccially obJi'luely from behind.- . If now the lion turns 
upon hi.m too, 'the other hunters- ttlrn again, in order to 
"orne· ~o his ref cue with the charge, which they loaded 
w,ith on horfeoock, while they,.were Hying from the wild 
beaft, 

No inftance has ever been known, of any misfortune' 
bappening to the hunters in chafing the lion on horfeback, 
The. African colon>ils, who are born in, or have had the 
courage to remove into the more remote parts of Afric.a, 
which are expofed to the ravages of wild heafts, arc momy 
good markfmen, and are far from wanting courage, The 
lion, that has theboldnefs to feize on their cattle, which arc 
tht: moft valuable part. of their property, fornetimes at their 
very doors, .,i~ · as .odiovs ,to them, J.ls he i.s d·;mgerous and' 
nOl<JOUS, They ronfequentl yJeek out thefe animals, and. 
hunt them "i.th the greateft ardour and glee, with a view 
to extenninate them, When the lion, therefore, comes 
upon their grounds,';t 'is much the fame as if.they were go
ing to fight pro arise et jDe;s; and I have heard fever.1 yeo
men at Agler Brumjes HtKJ{t4 when I was out a hunting 
with them, merely /!xprefs a willi: to meet with the lions, in· 
cafe there were 'any in thai: neighbourhood, without men
tioning a word about 1hooting., them ;. a fign, that with re
g~rd to that part' of the"'.bu6nefs they, were pretty (ure of 
their hands. 

The'lion is by no means hard to ltilI. Thofe' who have 
had occa1ion to 1h9Qt·ieverai of thefe, animals •... have affiu-ed 
me" that while buBaloes ·and the.'largel' .fpecietH)f aatiJopes. 
will now and then mac thejr--·c,!i;ape,aud:;rtm-falrlt 'off 

with 
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with a baU in their. bowels, or in the cavity of their abdo- ' 775 ' 
. • D~ctm Der. 

mcfl, llfwhich I myfelf-have feen inftances, the lion, on the ~ 
cl;mtrary, ou-being ihot in this nlanner, will be thrown into 
a vomiting, and .·be dit~bled [rmn running. But be 'th",bt>& 
it may, it is nat.~x:al : to:fupP¢"e, ;that a , welJ~directed fhot 
that enters thehea~t.<>r-l~ngs ... ;1}}Q)##JBi.w,f~:tb kill the lion, 
as well as tlwelel'hant.and 6v~J;~~ealure: therefore, 
as M. DE BUFFON ack1;O\i1.edg~; that the lion's hide cannot 
withftan(l either ball <iF dart, it is inconceiveable how it 
ihould come into. this author's head to aiThrt, without hay-
ing the leaft authority for it, that thi. furious beafi >s hard-
ly ever to be killed with a flng!e fhot. 

The hides of lions are looked upon as being inferior to, 
and more rotten than thofe of cows, and are feldom marle 
ufe of at the Cape, excepting for the fame pmpofe as horfes 
hides. I met with a farmer, howeve<, who \lfed a lion~s 
hide for upper leathers to his fhoes, and fpoke highly of 
them, as being pliable anel lafiing. 

The next morning, being the r 3th, we were Iu<;ky 
cno\lgh to fhoot a buffalo fatter than the former. (For a fi
g."e of this animal, viele Plate n. of this volume.} This was 
a great treat for my HQrtentots, and, indeed, for myfelf, a9 
the fielh of the other.was gOOWit ,putrid inconfequcncc of 
the warmth of the. weather, and the bad quality of the meat 
iti:lf. Beii<ies, . I had now a b!>fle~ opportunity Qf drawing 
up a defcription of this. beafi, which has been hithetto \In
known, ancb.t the f:amt;,time .of making a rough draught 
of it: ,: lmnwliately" a£tel:. ~ .• eport of.tbe gun, we Caw the 
buffalo .. fall ~,its i,;nees ; "he afterwards, however, raifed: 
hUnfeU' up" ~" ran f<;yea .or eigl!-t "h~U1dred paces into a 

8 thicket. 



'77;' tbicket, and directly upqn this,.w.ith;.a.moft·,dreadful bellow~ 
n ~ermher. ' ' 
~ ing, gave us to.underftand that it was alto.ven withhill1 . .. All 

thi. together formed .• f peCtacle, which D;loft.f portfmen ,,,,,,,Id 
have been .highly delighted to 11:We. beenWgent at. This· 
creature, as well as.moft .of.;JbeJa(get" .. .]ti!l9i~of game, was 
ihot by the Hotte!Jtpq~A9mmy (~' 'llld' ppft at Sea· cow
l:h:er had' fent alongwi1h ~~. by .w;>,Y ·Of ·.beillg .my guide 
and. markfinan. EVC1~. fome;of . the ·. beft h\UlI.jmel~. among 

the farmers are oblige.<l, .foF. ,w.e· molt part, to make ufe of 
l'!9Uentots by w .. ~" o£. bu(h,.huutcrs .;. a. in their ikin cloaks 
th.cy do not excite the .att~tjQn of .the wjld beaits,. 10 much 
as tbe Chrillians .w in thcirrlrefs, "1lln are lik.ewif0.road)" . . 

at, any .time wJu;n • .th~re . is occa,Cwu, f'lr it, to go bare · foot, 
and.o;.wl foft,ly. ,liP'll! theiJ; .. b",Uies,· till , they come within a 
~ ~p£ t"~ animal,. . ,. ~or,~v.er. ; when the buffalo 
a,t.~gth. is. irriratl;!4 .t.h~ ij'.litt<;;1tots <:an muc.lleafier cfcape 
fmmthe danger.whicb$reatenHhem. tballa:Ghri!!i.n. I 
myfelf, on anothe{ ~fiQn. . faw two/ Hottentots run witlL 
a:ll;OZing fwi.ftn.efs •• w;.Qro"!\'.,bufliilo .. wasin'1~llifllit . 9f them • 

.. :1~ .waf npt.;.wjthq"lt ,dW:,.greateft di[conten~on ,the· part. 
of. m!" .Hottent~_ tl¥otJ.,~, .ao9raugAt" and, took the di
meQfions . of tl:!js , buff~Q;' thW''' .Jm;V!lj,l~/t.I'j\'.hQI1lt . in the 
fIl1!an . while"f1l?~, tapipg aWa<:dllf, t#.'t~,(h. j Neilher did: 
tQy::¥, ;rl'te~~j\ ~a .. y , 9!!!MJlll!'i!~!:; tq,.!;W'-i>, few . ilil;Cs· QIf 
~ booiDI>~ •• :., :r~,~ . .laiot .. two POl1l'6', ('m .the ftre: 

to :J~t;.q.il.. ,Wr the;{~ .. gf,'J~<'-'lli\arro.wj . ,After, tbis· they' 
~,~<i.f~*,,' o.ut, tbI'M·#"~",~~:,i!I'~~g 10 the 
t~~y.:of' l1ly,~t~'Rl"~~,'thQie , ai , 
ampp. ~Q.b~~,Jl,ow~r ... ~~~~:~~~ 
up,"''''''''' ~m ~n~·;, i0.9* · : ..... ""'.l' .... " ,""''''''''-.~Qiii!;{ in ~.~-~-"" ,",,",,~ , ,~ ,7,7SYJ' ar.""'t'I"f~\ """""'~'-~.'-V\C~J 

clearing 
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clearing them aw:ty; for the diameter 'of this creature's 
bod y was full three feet. 

Upon the whole, ,the fize of the buffalo was as follows: 
the length eight feet; the height five and a half, and the 
forelegs two feet " and a half 'long; the larger hoofs wete 
fi"e inches over '; from' the tip of the mnzzle to the horns 
was ,twooty-two inches. ' This animal in fuape, as may be 
feen ill'the plate, very much refembled the common ox; 
but the btUf.tlo has much ftout<;r limbs, in proportion to its 
height and length. Their , fetlocks hang-'liltewife nearer 
to the ground. ThehdrnS:lre fingular, both in their form 
and polition; the bafesof them .. re thirteen inches broad, 
and are only an inchdiftance from each other; by which 
means, there is formed betw>eenmem' a narrow channel or 
furrow, in a great meafure bare of hair. Meafuring them 
from this furrow, the horns" cUp "in a -{pherical form, 
with an elevation of' three, -ifiches , at moft. In this 
way they extend over a great, 'part '<>£ the head, ' viz. 
from the nape of the nedt: to ,t,he 'diibnce ,of three 
and a half inches from' the eyes ,;' fa that the part from 
which they grow,out, do'es '1'IOl<Qccupy a fpace of lefs thau 
eighteen -or twenty inches ,jn dnmmrerence. ' From hence 
bending -dOwn 'on ' each, -:fide '- of the neok~ and becoming 
_:eylindriC:litiy degreei;"theyeach of thetn-furin a'curve, 
the convex-''J'Ilrt ofwhich ,i&'~ towar;;\s;the ,ground, and 
the pOOlotcup-m ,tI\e air,;, which, however,' at the, &me time ,is 
genera:ll y iri~ boK:itwaros. ' The <liftabce between the 
paima <dC' tb.e' -l\dInis -',ii', -fr~.lt"' ... lJaore:five -feet; ~tbe'COlour 
of tfItDv' ;i$,miiIIk'i ,:aad.d\e"furfa:tJD'Wittlind>out a third - . ' part,g" •• ,~j1iiNli:lhe ,bak,"M very rough and 

craggy, 
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1:'7 '.: cr:tgg'''', with cavities- fometimes an inch decp. Neither 
.De(enwer . .... , . 
~ thc::[\.! cavities, nor the elevations which ·are formed between 

them, appear to be at all accidental, as there is a tolcra
b1e fimilarity between thefe excrel;mces, though they are 
vcr)' different in different buffaloes. -The ears are a foot in 
length, i(Jmewhat pcndant,and in a "great meafure covered 
and ,Iefended by the lower edges oEthe horns. The-edges 
of the ears are notched and ihrivclled up -in divers ways, 
which probably proceeds from the wounds thefe cre.tures 
frequently receive · in _their battles with each other, and 
from the rents they get ill the bliars and almoft impcne-

_ trable ·thickets threughwhiclHhey pafs together, with other 
cafualties of that 'nature. Though feveral Hottentots have 
been induced from thence , to imagine, that the buffaloes 

,belollged ·to-,'oertain -.[upern¥ural .beings, -,who mai'ked ,thefc 
animals in this rnanner, *t.heir own cattle. By way of 

~, .- . 
naming theCebeings to me, they made ule of the wonl 
duyvei, which means, devil. 

The hairs , of the· buffido are of a dark brown colour, 
about an iQch long. -hacih, and, on fucb .males as are ad
vanced in years, very thin, efpecially on the middle of tbe 
fides of the beUy; hence they appear"at fomedifrance as 
if they were git:t with, a' belt;. "and "';bat coBtributes not a 
little to this ,appearance:;i:skthat the buffiIloes in general are 
very fOl\d oCrolling,int:~.mire. , The hairs ,on the knees 
arejn, moll: bnffaloea ,fomewhatlQng,r, than thofe.on the rell: 
of the body, and lie,' 'as it wererin;whids. , ~; ,The eyes are 
~niewhat.: funk , withl,n,\theit\ p1'ominent ,0rbirs. :;,>This, ~o
ge~Lwith the ,near, jj,matiQn;;of ,tb,em i~~the ,;bafes of 
the lumu, which hang_4Onlewhat,!ovel',jt$~_~ang-

ling 
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ling ears, and its uCual method of holding its hean indined 
to one fide, gives the buffitlo a fierce and treadlt:rous af
Ilea. The difpofition likcwiCe of the animal feems to 

correfpond with-its Coulltcnal1(;c. He may in tome fbrt. be 
called treacherous, as he is wont to hide himfdf among the 
trecs, and fund t\lere fkulking till fomebody h:(pl'cns to come 
verY' near him, when he ruihes out at once into the road, 
and fometimes, attacks them. -This anin1al liken-ife de
fcrvcs the appellation of fien.:c and unci, as it has been 
remarked, that, not content with throwing down and killing 
t he perron whon1 he attacks, he ftands over him at'terwarch:, 
1n order to trample upon bin) with his hoofs' and heels, at 
the fame time ernfhing him with his knees, and with his 
horns and tccth tearing to pieces and mangling the whele 
body, and ftripping off the !kin by. licking it with his tongue. 
This, however, he docs not do all at once, but at intervals, 
going away between whiles to fome diftance off. Notwith
Handing all this, the buffalo will bear to be hunted; though 
fometimes he will turn and hun.this purfuer, whofe only 
,lependence in. that cafe is upon the {wiftnefs of his fteed. 
The fnreft way to efcape from him is to ride up fome hill, 
as the great bulk of the bulfulo's body, like that of the ele
phant, is a weight· fufficient to prevent him from being able 
to vie with the fiender and fine-limbed horfe in fwiftnefs; 
thol1gb;oIT the'othe • • hand, the :bulfulo, 'in going down-hill, 
gets on muchc :fafter, than the ~horfe; a fact to wh.ieh I have 
more than once been an eye-witnefs. 
The~ ,bufiilJl1J:.'is .{aid ·to he-',Of. a very hot nature, .by rea

iOn ~tha$, :aq;ord:mg .tll , the, moft .authentic information I -could''Prot)Are, ,w.nen:··:thordUghly wa.rmed . in hunting, he 
VOL. II. K throws 
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'775, throws himfelf into the licft water he meets with, whe-
J) ~C'emb\!r. • ' . • . ' • 
~ the I' It be frefu or faIt. One tlung IS certam, and that 11, 

that he frequentl y, and fcemingly with great ple.fure, wal
lows in the mire; and from this drCumft1mce it is fup
pofed he could not, with any profpeCl: of toccefs, be tamed 
for the yoke, as when he was weary and w":irrrr, he would 
throw himfelf into the neareft witer, ' or be gllitty of fame 
other tricks. 

Mr. HEMMING, the fub-gdvernor, had, during my rc
fidence at the Cape, endeavoured to tame' ,,' buffalo; but 
it was bid, that this animal was too ,vild, and at the flme 
time too ftrong- and ungovernable to be confined h y any 
yoke orharnefs whatever; ,or to 1\:", kept in order and full
je£tion by the tame oxen,' which were trained for Illa! pnr
pv(e, and 2long'With'Wh1ch"he'wasto be yoked. ' 
-'<, .. On, my ' refilm ' through Krakekamma I'fa\v a buff.1Io
calf, as tame as any ,Of the ordinary c:i!veswith which it 
was 'grazing. It "had been taken foonafter it was brought 
into-the wnrld;haviIig' tWe 'navel~ftring' hanging to it; but 
notwithftanding jts"'bemg fo 'young, it maoe great refift
.nee to the people whO cilUghtit. "A fortnIght afterwards 
it 'had already acquired fo much ~grn';- /'hat the owner 
of it, a fiout hIlly man, l'6\'irrd 'it-"d\'ffit\llt'to!eaa it along. 
In fa&, it was fomewliM"t'aM;ahd rifu'Chftohtcr thk other 
£\d~es of the' fame' agt!'j" 11te , tolour "of it was ' a' very 
li~~' ilrown, the IY.IirS1'ongand' i'Oright ;and bri fhe back 
lying in whirls;' in the hope ,of the 'neclt' thefe fame hairs 
indint1d 'fotwards,' Mille th<lr~' ""<M'th" 'ffire'li'e\itt"were 't'ul'n
ci,l Wtk wards ;ort' the IIp;' ;-fcih~ ~~f\t!i~i7W~';~lli' "'1d 
tli'ft';;iIIld indeed,' thef~It\ '6f ';f'C0!iIideta~' 1tifg'tffon the 

whole 
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whole of the lower jaw, and under the belly. The fore- D,::~b". 
part of this creature appeared to be low in proportion to '-"'" 
the reft of its body; the head was large, and the ears long 
and pendent; the legs fuorter than thofe of an ordinary 
calf; and its afpeC1: fulky and treacherous. The owner in-
tended [0 prefent it to the governor for his menagerie. 
For my part, I do not in the leaft doubt of the poffibility 
Qf breaking buffiUoes for the yoke, provided the cal ve, 
arc taken very young, and are put to it at an early period, 
and for a long time together. By a properly adapted 
{paring diet, and frequently milking the cows, thefe ani-
mals might, after feveral generations, luCe as much of their 
liercencCs as might be thought neceifary, and yet retain fo 
much of their native vigour as to be ftronger than the 
common oxen. It would be.a curious experiment; to cou-
ple the male or female buffalo with a common bull or 
cow. Malt of the wild buffalo-calves tbat I bave few 
,,'cre, lik.e the tame one I have juft · defcribed, of a 
light brown colour; and. the youngt!1' they were, the · paler 
was the colour . . I have already obferved, under the date 
of the 9th of this month, "ith what ftrength the buffalo 
prelfed into the midft. of the doC eft thickets; in this the 
beall is aD;ifted by the· broad part of its horns. whicb, at' 
the fame time that it fer"es to pieKe through the prickly 
buOles, is of ·~e ill ' guaFding and faving its eyes. 

The flea, ~f the jmfijUo is ""arCe and .not very fat, bllt. 
full of juice,'. and, of a, high and not difagreeable fla
vour ..... , The"pi~ , i.s· .tbkk ';lI1d lough, and is ill great ie
quell W!th #1u:,'Z:u:~jl.(& ior:thongs and harneffes. Of it 
we macle,·:~ 9Qly' palter.; 'th~t Can be depended upon for 

K ~ f(':Cll li n~ 
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fecuring our horfes ano oxe,;; fo that thefe healls cannot 
get loofe by [napping them afunder, which they are other
wiCe apt to do, whert the tions ?-nd wolves luake their ap~ 
pearance in the neighbourhood. -, Every filch halter 111ou\(1 
he a finger and a half in breadth, and about three yard, 
long, and arc folel a good way \11' in the country for a 
quarter of a rixelolJar apiece. 

The hide of the buffalo we had now /hot, after it had 
been dreffed in fome fort by 111 Y Hottentots, by being 
Ilretched out and falted a little, ' and afterwards half dried, 
ferved to make a pair of new four-plaited traces for m)" 
waggon. We obferved, that the hall had hit the lower 
part of the neck and entered the lungs, where, though it 
did not feem to have ·ftnt<:k againft any bone, and though 
it 'was a:\lo)'ed with ·the 1.1fual' quantity of 'lin, ' it was yet 
fOund to be pretty mnch flattened. In other buffilloes that 
we {hot tince, I have fometimes found the balls, thoug h al
loyed with tin, fhivered into {everal pieces againft the bones, 
in the internal parts, 'or at Ieall, very much flattened. It is 
not, therefore, worttl'while to ret about {hooting the buff.-uo 
with balls made ' of lead only; for they wiJI feldom be 
able to penetrate into thoCe parts where ·they are likely to 
prove inortal. Betides, being pom,ffOO of the degree of 
hardriefsrequitite, a ball' ffioulcl be'Bf 'a tolerable fize, in 
order to kill fo large ai; animal as the buffirlo. The ' 1e.1t 
thahmght to be ufed for this purpofe, {howd, weigh two 
ounces 'and a quarter. 

I have fpoken of:the buffiill'i 'as ,being' an <ii'limal hi
theitO ,unknown. So, in ·fatt-;+prefnme'tO''tall-it,\is r ~jJ1 
the fi~ that have given a deJcripfioa' illtd ' draWiflg'Of it, 

\yhich 
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which I h:lVe done in .the Swedifh , Tranfactions, by the 
name of the bas CajJe". My readers will, perhaps, excufe 
me for making ule, in a great meafure, of the fame words 
in both places, and for being here more diffnfe and cir
cumltantial. 

In M. DE ' BuFFON, Tom. XI. p. 4,6. Tab. 41. we find 
the horns only engraved, as they were brought f1;Qm the 
Cape by the Abbe DE LA CAlI-LE. 

The Abbi DE MANET, Tom, II. p. 129. gives 'us a few 
lines concerning a fort of. buffulo, which leems to anrwer 
this which I call the bos Caffer. Mr. PENNANT, in the 
laO: edition of his Sy"oPfis of 'f},yadrapeds, Vol. -II. p, 29. 

fpea!,s likewife of this fpecies of buffuJo. 
My Hottentots .ihewed fo much diligence and zeal both 

ill .cutting up and eating this .beaft, that the encourage
ment and ftimuiation, which is otherwi!e frequently nc
ceffary to fet their /lUggial . and heavy fouls in motion, 
would on this occafion hav.e ,been quite fuperilltons. They 
drove the waggoD then up to the· place where the beaft Ja)" 
and loaded it with the ben and fatteft part of the ilefh. The 
raw hide, which was of confiderable weight and extent, 
was tied under the w;tggon till it filOllld be wanted, and 
the two remaining legs or marrow-bones were f:lilcned to 
each fide of tho ,body of the waggon. Notwithftanding 
til is, our Bqjh;es-men had each of them loaded tllemfelves 
with a quaQtity of /lips S)f ilefu made up into bundles. 
Thus covered up \0 the eyes and ears ill meat, we made a 
fingq!'\1"-, apw;>r:mce, ·,thich· might have given any traveller 
Ihat-had,.,bappe!;l¢., to, .P'!fs that way, the idea of a walking 
flefh-market. ,· . • >\S .. we proceeded 011 our journey, a fwarm 

of 
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I ii " of other carnivQrous animals in a confidcrablc number, 
December. 
Vy<..J , iz. eagles, falcons, and common hawks, were feen foon 

afterwards to occupy our places .bou\ She buffalo's reC 

mains; thOl1gh we faw none of them eith~ ill the trees 
or fl ying about in the air, till we had got to the diftance 
of a few gun-Ibots from the fpot. 

We had [carcely got half an uur on our road, before we 
raw a g reat number of quaggas, with a huge fat Cape-elk; 
and befule.s this, on the: open pLuns, ' two male buffaloes 
came within feventy paces .of .us. 

It was fingular ol1o)1gh; .that there latter dill oot · {eem 
toperccive ¢i~her. us or O\lt .. lv~ggqn for a long while, till 
we made an intolerable noife .with laughing and talki,ng; 
when at length they looked up"at us, hut fraid, notwith
Handing,. a. g()lQd ,while before .. they ',het\lOk themfel"es , to 
flight. . . . 

My Hottentots, who faw I was. fond of .hunting of dif
ferent furts, th.e chafe of flies and. butterflies not except
ed, thoughl it .veu .. ~e.that.I ilhou!.d now neither (hoot 
thefe anim,¥s .myfelf"nor . [ujfer . them to do it. They, 
however, own.ed· .at length, that I was perfectly in the 
right. in confequence of ,my remipding', them, that thcy 
were cov~red . up IX> the ey.es · inhulf~s faf; and that the 
~1h. withwhU:h they ~JIl.rell<ly :lo~ed thewaggon, hath 
infide and out, would he .quite:. putrid 1;>efmc they could 
cat it all up; that they ought not .to put themfelves on a 
level ~vith fo voracious a heafr 3S the. wolf, . of which they 
often expreffed . Ihl'ir · hatrc<l ' AA4 . ;Ibbql,T~\ P,ll' ,acCount 
of its killing and \vQunding I}VIo"'Y.' ~g< ,it ,~t) ""lb; , and 
finally, that there huffiUoe5~ \fth~y w~e tparedat¥cfen-r, 

I and 
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and nbt fcared away, might prove extremely ufeful to "';' 
. Dtcembrr. 

f"mebody elfe; perhaps, indeed, to ourfdves on our return ~ 
home. This moderation aC'luired me afterwards a great 
deal of refpect from many of the co!onilts, as wiih 
great reaum, they were very much difcontcnted with the 
capricious conduct of fevera! fportfmen, who, merely for 
the ple,afure of fhooting, arc guilty of wafting the trea-
fnres of nature in thc molt unjufiifiable manner; and hy 
unnccdElfily cleltroying the game, fpoi! their own fport in 
future, as well as that of others. For when they now and 
then make a little hunting cxcurfion (as they term it) they 
fcl,lom or e\'cr return from the purfuit of a herd of game, 
before they have made a great havock among them, though 
the carcafes are afterwards left" to rot on the ground. It 
is true, 'at every fhot they take they leap off 'their horfes, 
to difcharge their pieces; but mounting again immediate-
ly, load their gtms, at ihe 'fame time that they arc conti-
nuing the purluitof the gazels. , • In the mean time, I could 
not help picturing to m y imagination, the pleafllre which, 
on the other hand, foch a fhot ~s I had had that day, 
would have given me in the South Sea, when I mig1lt ha\'9 
treated m yfelf ''od' my famifhed mefs-mate,. with lome ex-
c'clIent high-fhvollr~droaft beef of buffalo's flefh. 

Vie took the oxen out of the \vaggon, and baited a con
fidcrable time at the river Keuj kunni aati, which, in the 
Hottentot language; t>ears pri tty nearfy the lignification of 
Let 110t tbe ugiydrink bere. This river is by the colonifts 

• . ' ',I' , , ,-"- ." C,· '. r.,' " 
othcrwife 'called Little Bqfo'zes-mam-ri,;er. 

~- < . .;-, ., ...... , - ', ' .'. ' • 

The ' fleth 'as ',veU' 'as the marrow of the hniFJIe, was 111 

itfdfver'y" delicate; but both Mr. IMMELM AN and I coulcl 
not 
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'm· not help being difgufied with it at tinws, as we faw the 
Dccelnhcr. r.' od ' I d j ' l f . T, ~ . Ilottentots cat 10 unm erate y an gree( 1 y 0 It. r'~r 

whole nights together the fiefil-kettle was kept boiling on 
the fire, and frequently they broiled fume more of the 
Helh between whiles. As foon a,s .ny one of the Hot
tentots Was awake, he was immediately prepared to eat 
both boiled and roal1. Sleeping or waking, as OIlC may fay, 
the)' h:1d always either meat or a pipe in their Inouths ; and 
bdilies, as they found leifure anel opportunity, viz. the two 
or three firfi days after we had fiwt any game, leveral of 
them were partieularly careful and diligent in fkimming 
ofl' the fat from the pot. Befides, however ,Ililluons they 
were in befmearing their bodies with it, yet I was always 
obliged t,o exert my authority as their mafier, in order to 
make them 'put a 'little oHt on my !hoes arid hridle,; which 
would otherwife have been cracked in pieces, or parched 
up by the drought of the weather. 

In their difpofitions my Hottentots were, particularly in 
the evenings, merry ,and'talkative, and that fometimes ill 
a high degree. I Ifave every reafon ,to believe, that Mr. 
IMMELMA N and I were not unfreql1ently the fubjeCts of 
their gibes, jo~es' ''.nd laughter. , Perfnadef as we were of 
this, it was juft \is well for 'us that" w~> ' did not underfiand 
t;he language; efpeciall-y, as now we" could not be more 
hurt than if we imagined they abufed us in thought 
onl y; and in that cafe, we were far . from being fi) 
fijueami!h as a certain officer, who firft punifiled a fol
dier for a fault he had committed, and afterwards, mere
lyon the fllfpicion that he muft infallibly 'have ha<l'-!he 

impudence 
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impudence to take it ami(s, orUere<! a certaiu nmnber of 'm' 

HeU'mbu. 
l.aOles to be given him into the h.rgain. ~ 

In the de(ert in partkular, a great deal of management 
was rcquifite, in order to keep in with the Hottentots; 
(0 that theCe people, who are very much inclined, on every 
little whim that takes them, to run away, might not, ill that 
place, defert us. On the other hand, not to give room by 
too much lenity, for any great degree of negleCt and im
pudence, we were twice untler the neceffity of trying what 
effet< blows would have upon .them, and we found that 
they anfwered the purpi::>fe extremely well. Prudence, 
however, required, that the offender's crime, his remiffilcfs 
and neglect of duty, for inftance, fhould be reprefented, 
as being likewife a great offence agairift their own comrades, 
and puniilied accordingly; who by tliii; means; as well as by 
that of hemp, tobacco, ,and commendations properly diftri
buted, were prevented from taking the delinquent's part. 
Having learnt by experience, that -the Bolhies-men in our 
{crvice were extremely f)othfuJ'""rid'entirely independent on 
me, as long as they had by them any tolerable quantity of 
hemp or tobacco for {moking, I grew very fparing in my 
treats, giving out only enough for two or three pipes at a time, 
and none at all to fuch as had neglet<ed their duty. In de
fault of tobacco or hemp, they ufed to Cmoke the dry bark ot" 
fome trees, mofs, leaves, horfe-dung, or that of the rhino
ceros; to which they adde<!, when they could get it, the 1l= 
of fame old wooden pipe, ftrongly impregnate<! with the oil 
of the tobacco that had been {moked in it, cutting it 'into 
ilir<><1t, in ,order to meliorate., by the 'delicate flavour of the 
tobacco, that of the ingredient above-mentioned. 
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n.%;Jbu. In thofe places where we happened to O:ay fevera! days, 
""""' fame of the Bofilies-men in our train laid themfelves up 

night and day in perfect rcpofe, without giving them
lelves the JeaO: trouble about any thing. I therefore re
fufed to give them the leaO: morfel of tobacco, till they 
had procnred file fOlne curious and uncomlnOll infect or 
fnake. By this contrivance I obtained a few rare articles; 
but for the moO: part, their indolence was [uch, that the)
would not give themfelves the leaO: trouble to look after 
any thing of the kind; till they were, as they termed it, 
very h\mgry for tobacco. 

CHAP'. 
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C HAP. XII. 

Journey from Bojhies-mans-river to Quammc
dacka. 

75 

N EXT morning, being. the 14th, at five o'clock, we ' n<' 

proceeded on our journey. BojbiCI-mans-rivier, which D~. 
we had juft quitted, had no current; and though it is very 
deep in feveral places, yet it was bratkilh' and had a {alt 
taile, and was ' faid to be always fo in fummer, A little 
farther to the calt, we ' had to go through a vale covered 
with wood. 

This vale is called N iez-boul-klaaJ, from a kind of tree 
which is faid to excite fneezing, if it be rubbed and then 
fmelled, We were not fo fortunate as to find this tree, 
but from the defcription that was given me of it, I lhould 
imagine it belonged to the order of lamenlae,", A dried 
piece of this wood that was fIlewn to me, had almoft en
tirely loft the property above-mentioned, neither had it 
any particular tafte. This tree is faid likewife to be found 
at Bruntjes-haogte, though very rarely. 

As it may be a ufeful piece of intelligence for future 
pellers, I muft juft mention here, that fomewhat more 
than half a mile to the left of the road, there is good water 

~ Z to 
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'm · to be found in a vale called t'Kur-t'keija-t'kei-fkajibil1a, whi:. 
December. . 
~ ther by a road that went over two hills we fent our oxen 

and horfes at noon to water, while we fiopped to refrefh . 
ourfe1ves. In the evening we arrived at Haffagai-bofcb. 
The other part of the roall, together with the adjacent 
country, was full of fieep hills; fo that we were fre
quently obliged to lock the wheels of the waggon, and 
at the fame to difmount, and lead our horfes over the pre
cil)ices . 

.As this day in my ,abfence, an honour was conferred 
upon me at Up/al far exceeding my mofi fanguine expec
tations. viz. the ' d~gree of doCl:or in phyftc. an honour 
heightened by the fJattering pro./amatio" by which it was 
accompanied, I, ~uft ~*et~ .opportunity of making my 
grateful:d~\':!igw~t5 ·f<Jiit, JoSl1l CHeAKL'" LINNE', 
and the then promot~,profetfor J. SIDRlN, :WhO at Ihnt time 
mmpofed the whole faculty of medicine, and who by their 
kind recommendations obtained permiffionof the molt 
illullrious chancellor for tb.is purpofe. 'This inftance of a 
Swede being, though . afar off in a diftant defetl, prefent 
to the remembrance of his countrymen, will, plobably, be 
no fmall encouragement to fuch of our compatriots, as may 
in future travel for the promotion 'Of. fdonce; for which 
reafoD, I thought proper to ·make mention of it here. 

Early the next morning, being the 15th day, we quitted 
1/qffagai-bojcb, which in itfelf is merely a little inlignifi
cant grove, and derives its name from a kin.l of tree to 
be found here, as \yell as in many other parts of the coun
try. 111 the vale below, the water is tolerably giio.:!. 
though very {carce and fiagnating. The difiriCt round 

ahout, 
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nbout, was of the kind called SO/lr. At noon \ve arrived 
at Niemv JaarJ-drijt, where the thermometer fiood at 80 
in the {hade. The water here Was likewife good, and in 
fame places very deep. The adjacent country had a de
lightful appearance, being adorned with great numbers of 
the mimoJa Itilolica; a tree We have had occalion frequent
ly to mention before, and upon which we at this time 
caught a great many curious infects. My fellow-traveller, 
while he was running with his net after a butterfly, was 
very ncar falling into a pit, in which a {harp pole was fiuck 
upright; and in that cafe; in all probability, would have 
{hared the fame fate 0$ our infect" by 'being himfelf fiJit
ted through the body. "I'nis ,pit.fall ,was, probably, made 
h y filme of the Caffres or Hottentots wandering' about 
thefe parts, for the purpofe ,' of catching ' a very ' different 
kind of game: , " "" " 

In the evening we came to .Kur.koiku, ' Or' I'Kurtloi t'Ku. 
In our way thither, we faw a grt;'t number of buffaloes. 
Om of thefe I fet out to hunt on horfebat k, a herd con
lilting of feventy or eighty beafts, old and young , toge~ 
ther. As I took with me only a light piece loaded with 
" leaden ball, my intention was merely to get a bit of roaft 
veal, which, for the fake of change, we longed for very 
much. But I was difappointed in my views; for the old 
oncs made a circle round the calves, (0 as quite to Ihelter ' 
them from me when I jumped off my ho'rfe, in order to 
,lifcharge niy piece. Some of the o1<1eft of them in par· 
ticular, putting themfelves in a pofture of defence, came 
t~ards to meet me; by which means, they gave the 
others an 0l'porttmity to get farther off; at blt, however, 

I fired 
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I fired among the herd, when immediately, on hearing 
the report of the gun, they all made a full fiop, and fiarc" 
at me. I was not at that time perfectly acquainted with 
the nature and danger of bulfJ.!o-hunting, otherwife I fhould 
fcarcely have ventured tofet about it in the confident manner 
I then did; but very luckily for me, the ball did not hurt 
any of them; otherwife, probably, the whole buffalo corps 
would have turned round and hunted me down the craggy 
hill, up wbich I had juft before purfued them clofe at 
their heels; in whicb cafe, I fhould not fo ealily have 
got off. 

The hunters do' not fupjl'ofe"itpciffible to kill tbe game 
fitting on their 'hones, partlY,"':on' ,account of the weight of 

tbeir pieC~~1, ~5i;rftrq\t,fTfl:~e mo:i~n o,~cafioned by tb:ir 
hone,S ; " b1i:t}~Jifitl,r1),~·~;that ~ bOth"the hone and ,ts 
rider are foniewnilt:'in 'i;"ffl;mor; inconfeqilerice of the vio-

. ,. , -. .' . ''' '' '~ , .. ' 
lent exercife they have'jul): before undergone in rurfuit of 
the game; while, {J,n thy other band. by jumping off his 
fteed; ahd fup\lOrtirig !\'is;': gun with his ram"rotl, in the 
manner before mentioned, the fportfman acquires a great 
degree of fic. dinefs and certainty in his aim. 

We ilaid at Kurekoiku till 'the evening of the 16th, ill 
order to wafh our linen ourfelves and dry it in the fun. 
We were, indeed, at that time very fienderly provided with 
this article, as at our fuft fetting out we had been too lavin, 
of this and our other apparel to our Hottentots. Our chief 
inducement to this act of liberality was, together with our 
dothes, to get rid of a colony of difguftf111 animals, with 
which our driver in particular, in confeqllence o1-·his 
Jctting ill the frollt feat, had ftocked our waggon. We 

after-
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afterwards did not fu/fer the Hottentots to wear any other 
clothes than their own peHiifcs, as in thefe the vermin 
k ept themfelvcs more quiet, and were more ealily picket! 
up by the Hottentots, in which cafe, (the broiling part ex
cepted,) they \lOderwent the fame fate as the prifoners of 
the Cannibals. Whether they did this, however, for the 
fake .of gratifying their tafte or revenge, is a queftion I 
willingly leave to be determined by the philof0l'her, who, 
{hut tlP in his chamber, explains every pha;:nomenon in 
nature from certain accidental occurrences. At leafi, the 
Hottentots themfelvcs gave us no infight into this matter; 
as when we propounded this diffi~ulty to them, they gave 
u s no other anf wer th~n; SQ maar, Baas! 'l'bis is our way, 
Majler! In the mean ti;;;~':~ne may }>ereeive fmm this, that 
'men who are on~~ funk'into a. ccrtain ftate of filth, degra
dation and mif\!!'y" will not only be eafily Jamiiiarifed with 
it, but likewife, without the intervention of imy other caufe 
in particular, fuffe1- themfelves to be more and more debafed., 

The two Hottentots, however, which I had in my fer
vice, fec, by their defire to earn and wear our Euro
pean clothes, already inclined to rife from the inaCtive and 
dcbafed condition into which they were plunged. It even 
flattered their ambition, that in confequence of the European 
drefs we had given them, they might, perhaps, be taken for 
a kind of baftards, and confequcntlY might be fuppofed to 
have fome European blood in their veins. They had, how
ever, not the leaft notion of taking care of their clothes, but 
wore t~cm even in the defert as long as they would hang on 
th9r ba~ks; and, indeed, until, in order to prevent the 
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' 775' vermin they were covered with from fpreading any far-
DC'ccmbt'r. • . . . 
~ ther, we obliged thenl to throw them away entirely. 

On the fame day on which they arrived at Brult/jes 
Hoogte, where they expeCted to meet with a number of 
flnart girls of their own nation, they painted their nofcs, 
their cheeks, ,and the middle of their foreheads, with foot, 
A young Boiliies-man, the only young man amongft all 
thofe whom I engaged in my fervice at Zondogs-rivicr, fet ofF 
his perfon in the fame manner. Excepting this, I could 
not obferve that they even took any pains to inlinuate them
felves into, the good graces of the otper fex; hut am rather 
inclined to {ufpeCt, th~t ,the JiJ'Q;.advances in the way of 
courtiliip, moftly cam~ fron)lhe woman's fide. 

This day, while we were bufied ,in running after infect" 
botani:zillg.~4. ~ing'i Je~",,1 afoUl'. Hpt;tentots ,went a 
hunting; and 'in ,me Cciurfe' of their fport, h,ad cOme with
in 'fifty or fixty paces of two lions, that were lying on the 
ground, but they had the prudence not to fire at them. 
The lions, Iikewife, ,. [CIon as they perceived the Hotten
tots, had ftalen away as foftl y as they. The,.ght of the 
thermometer, at noon, was 84 degrees. 

In the evening we took our departure, and in our way 
'met with and hunted a collfiderable n~lII\ber of buffaloes ; 
one of them, which was wounded in the breail: by a ball, 
,.,reaped from us though dofely purfued; but a female 
which was iliot in 'the. cheek, quite through a large vein, 
-fell at laft, after having Tan -to fome diftance. 

This day my friend had an opportunity of feeing an 
,amorous combat ,between two tigcr-cats, and one. of'-Q~r 

.3 Hotten-
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Hottentots caught four ofirich chicks alive, which we fed 
f~>r feveral days with fucculent plants, till they died in con
fequellee of the jolting of the waggon. 

That fame evening we got to Hcvy, and there baited all 
night. It was merely a rocky vale, in which there were fe
veral pits of fiagnating and brackifh water. From the flat 
fum mit of a mountain there dripped a little frefh water, of 
which we could hardly collect a quantity fufficient to quench 
our own thirft. All the plants round ahout (except the 
fucculent ones) were dried up like hay. 

On the 17th, at five 'in the morning, the thermometer 
waS at 60, and at two in the afternoon at 80 degrees. 
Towards evening we departed, and got before night to 
,~tammedacka Well. 

This 'place is Jituated at the dillance of two hours (uurs) 
from that which we had juft quitted. A boggy pool of 
water, which at that time was partly dried up, from twenty 
to twenty-five feet acrofs, was th,e only watering-place to 
be found in a tract of country of confiderable extent; upon 
which account this was fo much , the more reforted to by 
wiltl beafis, _and fmelt fo ftrong and rank of the buffaloes, 
rhinocerofes, and other animals that wallowed in it, that, at 
the diftance of fevera! feet, our cattie, and particularl yonI' 
horfes, perfectly fhUddered at it. Tl,eir thirft, rieverthclcfs, 
compelled them at laft to fip a little of what was collected 
in the prints made by the feet of the larger kinil of game. 
On a plot of ground a little higher than this bog, we difco
vered tnces 9fa water-fpring gent! y trickling down, and dug 
~fJilab.)ut it. Frolll hence we got, it is true, fome water 
not qnite' fo rank as the former, though it ftill retained a 
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D' mb·. p' erfe6tIy muddy taft\'; and a· ,blue caft, leaving on each 
( cem .r. 
~ l1de of the linen; through ,,,hich we ftrained it, a deep amI 

indelible Rain of mud. On this occafion I could not help 
being ftruck with the remark, that habit and the charac
teriftic tum of any nation, will generally get the better of 
ihe plaineR dicbtes of common fenfe. My friend Mr. IM
MELMAN i>ertinacioufiy followed the !aMah!e butch cuftom 
of thoroughly wiping the' 'bafons or velfels with a clean 
towel, every' time that water Was fetched in them; though 
at the fame time they were ' perfect! y clean, or at the 
moft;perhapsj were ftailled with the hundredth' part of 
a 'grain 'of fugar, ',or elfe"of coffee: or tea-g rounds, . and he 
Was juft .gOing to drink dirt out, of 'them, I may fay by 
the ounce. 

TI,lis 'eyemng ,*·,~ei'tli 'Of' aoouf tW\), 'tMorand: JPring
bold coming to drink out'of'the well, by tlie ' fide of which 
we had pitched' our tents, made a halt at the dift.nee 
of two hundred paces in otder to take a view 'of us ; when 
1 fired among themwiili i long gun; which Wns loaded 
with three fmall balls. ' , And though one of thefe balls, as 
I afterwards found" hit a doe, ahd' '\vent quite through her, 
fo as to pierce her liver, 'diaphragm, "'ai\d :One }()be of her 
lungs, lhe yet r:m forile h;:'n'dreils'Of'PifC~s; before file be
gan to totter, juftaf'ter :'whi<;}i flie·'(efJ. She foon got up 
again, however, and fkippeu fO"thd "ililtance of one hun
dred and fifty ,paCes faither, till fue was caught faft in ' a 
thicket; where we overtook her ' 'and ' killed' her. ' With a 
larger bill, in all probability. the ' rpiing~bok woUld nQt be 
found fo difficult to kiil, 'efpectally if it . h'it "ariy 'of 1h? 
grealet blood-veffel$. 

This 
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This animal,which is c'll1ed by the ¢oiO:llitbjpring-bok, D'~;~'" 
,a term in the Dutch language figllifying ·the leaping or ~ 
hounding goat, I have already made mention of in the Swo-
dith Tranfactions for 178~. The defcription, how,ever, of 
fo remarkable a creature, muft not be omitted in this plare. 

Tbis, if not theha!)dfomeft, is ,It leaft one of the hand
fomeft, gaJ;els in the'<whole world; being, like the gaze! 
kind in general, is diffihguilhed by its beautiful fiery 
eyes; fo that in fome parts of the eaft, it jsreckoned, 
and not, tmjuftly, as "th/! gl'eateft compliment that can be 
made to a hanlifolJle woman, to tell her ihat fue has eyes 
like a gaze!. V!d. Pro/po Alpiff. Hill • .£gypt. (I. z 3 z.) 

MOSES (in Number!, £.hal" XIV.)feems by his Difchon to 
have meant this animal, as the feventy interpreters tranflate 
this word by P.Jgargu!; the lignification of which (urof!ygium 
album, or wbite rump) 'beft agrees' 'with this fpecies of ,ga
zel. PLINY (VIII. 53.) makes mention likewife of a py
gargus; fo does JUVEN'AL (Sat. XI. ver. 138;) According 
to my talle, this was the , handfomell: gazel I had feen ' in 
Africa, as, in fact. it was the moll: common; which latter I 
~onclllde from the circumftanceof my having feen it in thefe 
places in much greater nwnbers, ' t!;tan all the ,other f pecies 
put together .. Hithet1:o, ,indeed, I had reell no more than one 
of them ,in their wild ll:ate, viz. on the plain near B'!fhies
mon!-ri<)ier; but between the two Vifcb-riviers; I have {cen 
them {pread over the plains in herds of different magni
tudes, as far as ,the eye could reach; and putting together 
,what.! hacV!i ,ob{ervedin the courfe of a day;s journey 011 

~!ic'ba~. , their , :nrim~tS' amounted to {everal thoufand. 
fhofe that,! fuoramong to-day, were coUected do{c .toge-

M 2 ther 
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'm · ther into OIlC herd, ano, on hearing the report of my piece, 
I>er<:enibcr. 
'-""""-' direCt! y formed a line, at the fame time making a circular 

·movement., -.as' if they would furround us, but immediately 
afterwards Hew off to a different tide to that which they came 
from.. In the Bokke-Velds, as they arc called, thefe animals 
are found in great numbers, and jhmetimes at R oode-Zand. 
A great many of this fpecies arc kept in the govemor's me
nagerie. And yet, though as beautiful as it is common, there 
has not been hitherto any tolerable drawing given of this 
animal; and much is fiillwaming, to the · perfection of its 
hifiory anddcfcription. Ol{ ·this . occation I cannot help 
expreffing my afionifhment, that the mammalia, or quadru
peds, the chief branch of the priocipal kingdom of nature, 
a branch, indeed, which comprehends man himfelf, fhoukl 
be fa little" known; a~d Iieverthelefs fo little fiudied by him. 
By the neglect of this fiudy have lions, tigers, and other wild 
beafis, at 1eaft in Africa, without controuI·committed their 
ravages in the animal kingdom. Nay, they have, as 
we have already remarked, . confined man himfelf within 
certain limits, . fa that ·he even cannot help trembling for 
fear of them in his own habitation. 

As to this gazel in particubr, itdefervcs, as indeed do 
:JI the works of the Creator, to be confidered with all the 
prccifion and minutenefs of ·which the fubjcct is capable, 
that in it we may the better learn to know and adore the 
great Mafter ·of the Univerfe. 

It appears, indeed,. that felf-10ve, which u(ually has fa 
great a fway · with tis, fhoutd induce us to take this fiep; 
for thefe gaze!s' ought, · for the general advantage of' ",'n
kim!. to be made tame, and .lended iIi · the places where 

they 
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they now go to graze expofed to the ravages of lions, of D':;;;,\~', 
which animals, in fact; tll"y fcem to be the' peculiar pro- '""'" 
'perty ; . and may be aptly termed, according to the expref-
fioll of the Hottentots, . 'their ' flocks of fheep.. In the 
mean ,,,hile, it is incumbent upon me to give prcviaufly to 
this, a tolerably accurate defcription of this animal, and 
communicate . to · the ' public . what information I have got 
concerning the nature" of it and its manners. 

The height of it is two feet and a half; from the tip of 
the nofc to .the horns arc feven .inches; froIP the horns to 
the e.rstwo; from the cars' to the ·tnil three feetthree inches; 
the tail it(elf being fomewhat lers thana foot long; the 
length of the cars-is fix inches and a h alf; that of the horns, 
Dlcafuring theln along their curvatures, is feven inches; 
the thick"efs of them at the bafe is two inches three quar
ters; and the difiance of them from each other at that 
part one inch. After that they . feparate, as is /hewn in 
the figure (vide Vol. n . . Plate V.) more and more, till at 
about three-fourths of their length th~y Rand at the dif
tanee of li.ve inches from each other, ·,,,:hen they turn in
wards ; fo th at the tips of then1 at 1aft come \\"ithin three 
.inches anll a half of each other. This appears tome to 
be the moil general way, in which their horns are bent. 
In the fame animals of this kind in the governor's mena
gerie I "bferved, however, that they varied greatl y, il1lo.
lnuch that fome of thefe creatures .horns 'ver~ hcnl 
forwards, like . the noguer of BUFFON, Tom. Xll. Tab. 
XXXIV. In .others .again, they were turned ba~k. This it 

)s ·the. mor« neceJtary to mention, as otherwife, by [uch 
variations in the horns, ' zoologifts might be induced to 

make 
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' ''', m"kc fe vcr,,}. fpecies outm ono. In-like manner, I beg 
~' leave' to remark on: this, ocCafi!lfi •. that. i~ both fexes of this 

Jpec~ of 'gazel; the horns are . fimilar both in iize and 
111ape; as M. PALLAS, Spicil. Zoqhg .1. p. 10. mined by 
K .£MPFER, fuppof.s the femaJe to have very fhort horns, 
or llone 'at all. '. In fact, it is from a female that I made 
the foregoing, defcription. . This fanie female I got ftuffed, 
and have it .at pref""t 'in the cabinet of .Ihe Royal Aca
dem y. ' .In anfwer to the query put in the Spitil. Zoo!og. 
Fafticul. XI. 'p. 15. I will jull mention; that .the Comtc 
DE BUFFON knew nothing at' alI of this g azel ; and that 
the loba's horns, .as .well.as ·thofe of tbe tu ii'an (vide FaJ
cicul. I. p. '0:) nre, beiiiles the pofition of them, too large 
ever to have belonged to this gazel. 

To concllllk, ·the homs';of .tbis ,bC;lutifui anim.al are of 
a deep black colour; and , froin ' the bottom of them to 
fomewhat above the middle, are .adome<.l with rings raifed 
above the furface. From hence they are ,quite fmooth and 
plain, temiinating in a fharp point ; which, as it was faid 
before, are turned inwards. The rings here fpoken of arc 
in number about fourteen, being raifed a line or two above 
the furface, and illdining, as it were, f<;>fwards .Ild down
wards, 011 the fides, where the horns are {omewhat flat
tened, thefe rings arc .Ie!;; obfervable '; and between each 
ring there is a number of 'finallJongitudillal j1rj",. There 
are no pori ceriJtri under the eyes :of th is animal • . 

The predomin'ant ·colour in' this animal is hrown of va
rious iliad"s, or alight rull-colour. , This fame colo~ur oc
cupies a fpace <if two inches ill .. the far.ebea4, juft in 'tb.1'. 
front of the horns, and goes .between them ov£r the DRpe 

of 
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or the neck, and the whl!le neck itlelf, a narrow flip in D,;;;'>';"'. 
the front of it only excepted; in the fame manner it ex-~ 
tends over the back, the fides, the outfide of the haunches, 
and the whole hind leg; but makes only a narrow linpe 
in the front of the fore leg. To the breadth of an inch or 
two, the polierior moiety of the ridge of the back is white, 
which colour is continued over and round the anus, the infide 
of the haunches; and the whole belly, the hind part, in fide and 
outfide of the fore legs, the cheli, and the fore part of the 
ribs, whence it ·proceeds in a narro,v £tripe aU along the neck, 
extending over the remainder 'of the head, except a dark-
brown lin on each fide,of the breadth of an inch, which palfes 
from the corner of the mouth ov~r the eyes to ·the horns. 
A liri!,c all inch and a half broad of the fame deep 11mber-
mlnuf, extends from the fhoulders to the haunches, form-
ing thus a boundary between the fnowy whitenefs of the 
l>tll )" and the ruliy colour of the fides. The hairs likewife, 
which cncompai's the white part at" the back and of the 
anns, arc of a fomewhat darker brown than the reit. 

The tail, at \eafr at the lower part, is not thicker than ' 
a goofc-qnilJ, and underneath it is quite bare, being cover
ed on the outfide only with very iliort hairs; excepting, 
indeed, towards the tip, where there arc a few dark-brown 
hairs from one to fWo inches and a half long, which are 
tlifpofcd ill the manner exhibited in the figure; 

The ears ' :Lre of an afh-co!our, in mali places covereo 
with very fhOl'! hairs, and ill fame quite bare;. feyeral fine 
grey ' hairs, ~oreover, ' occupy the bores "f the ears at the 
.forepart and the whole of their edges. On the in fide, 
they are momy bare. The eye-brows, and a few fhort 

whilkers 



D r lt;~he,. whifkcrs with which this creat'l;rr~ is , .. furnifh cd, arc l>lack .. 
V\...... The hairs in general are very fine and dcnfe, the length of 

theln being about half an inch . . But the dark-l>rown ones, 
which border on the white on the hind part of the pack, 
arc from two to three, pr three 3.11d a half inches long. qf 
ahout the f.:n~e length are the white hairs, which g row 
lleareft the dark·-brown ones juft tncntioned; but the mid
dle part of the white ftripe, coniifts of fhort hail", like the 
rcft of the hody. 

The intention of the long brown hairs is for the moft port, 
and in a great meaf~re, to -cover the dazzling white part of 
the back jult mentioned, the brightnefs and purity of which 
fcems by this means · to be prcfervcd; fo that th e aniln ;) ], 
hy the expaniion of this colour to the breailth of fi x, eight, 
o~- nine inches, may, 0!1 certain occafions, be able to make 
a more fplcndid appearance. 

This expaniion particularly takes place when the animal 
takes a high leap, which it never fails to db when it is pur
fued. Without any other view "!han that of contemplating 
this peculiar property of the fpring-bok, I have fre'Juentl y 
rode full fpeecl after whole herds of them; when it was no 
Iefs plcafant than curious, to fec thelll jumping over each 
"others heads to the height of two yards, and, indeed, fomc
times much higher. ;Som" of them would take three or four 
high leaps together in immediate fucceilion, but did not fccm 
to get on" whit fafter than the others; which, in the mean 
while, kept on an even nmningpace, interf perfed now and 
then with a moderate leap or two. With their Ioftieft bounds 
they made Itill \efs progrefs. 'In this fituation too th~T 
fcemed ,to be fufpended, as it were, for fome time in the 

J au, 
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air, in order, perhaps with a kind of oftentation, to look 
over their lhoulders at their purfuers ; and at the farue 
time, by the cxpanfion of the white part of their backs 
to throw ont a kind of menace, which, upon any other 
adverfary than man, may, perhaps, have the intended 
effect. 

The pofition of their bodies, when they made the 
high eft leaps, was various. Sometimes we faw thefe ani
mals with their hacks bent convex, their heads downwards, 
and all their four feet brought clofe together. Sometimes 
their back.s were hollow, fo that their bellies 1mlged out 
beneath; by which means the nape of their necks and their 
rumps were brought pretty near to each other, while the 
fore feet amI hind feet were fo . much the more [eparated 
for it. 

When hunted, thefe animals fuffer themfcJves foon to 
be dilj)erfed, fo that in a lhort time I had not more than 
two or three of them to purfuc. Otherwife, as fOOll as 
the whole flock. had got to fome diftance they would all 
make a {bnd, and turn round to look at their pur[ucrs. 
It is pretty nearly in this pofture that the animal is repre
fCllted in the. drawing hereto annexed, at the fame time 
f<m1ewhat expanding the white hairs on its back and 
rllmp. 

To conclude, Jpring -bokf are extremely {wift of foot; f<) 
that it requires a good horfe, ana one tbat is by no mc:ms 
.deficient in point of wind, in order to overtake them. In other 
r<fpcCls they are not very fhy, fometimes allowing a li>Ort!
In:).n either on foot or on"horfeback to come within reach of 

"them. Their flefh is ,'ery palatahle, and has a more juicy 
Vo j" II. N amI 
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and delicate taite, though at the fame ·,ime kfs flavour 
than that of other gazels. I was informed, th at ill filch 
years as are attended with great drought, the /pl'illg-boks 
r~pair in incredible nUDlhers to the [outhwanJs, nlaking: to~ 
wards the colonies at the Cape, and keeping ft"i ght for
wards on their road till they are ftopped by the fea, when 
they turn back to go home by the fame way as they came, 
and moft commonly with fevera! lions at their heels. 

Mr. PEN N ANT calls this animal the white anti/ope. M. 
PALLAS gives it the name of the (Inti/ope PRmxus. The 
SyjJema NatuYdJ mentions an animal by the name of u lf'ra 
cervi-capra; aiul it might be fuppofed, that 'he fpring -bok 
was meant by it, as a dra\\I"ing by Mr. HO USTO:\, is referred 
to, in forne meafure anfwering to it; hut other cirCtlnl
ftanees feem to elaili with this idea, particularly the figure 
in DODART; which, however, js referred to as being a good 
one, not bearing the leaft refemblance to this neature. 
The name of cervi ... copro, moreover, as denoting an inter
mediate genus between the deer and the goat, is applicable 
to the whole race of gazels or antilopes. 

After we had iliot the ./pring-buck, we were obliged to 
ftay at fo miferable a watering-place as this ~ta1J1mt'dacka 

five nights longer, as the two-horned rhinoceros (rbinoce
ros bico1"11is) was faid to have its principal refidence in thefe 
parts. The longing. defire I had to {hoot this remarkable 
animal was fo much the greater, and the lefs to be won
dered at, as it had hitherto been only known to naturalifts 
by the double horns, ·which at various times had been 
b'fuught into Europe, and prcferved in different cabi~et'. 

KOLBE, 
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KOLB E, inueed, pretends to h ave fcen the rhilloctros bicor- 'm· 
Dr-<::~ Iilutc • 

It;S; but as, befides giving a fabulous accouot of it, he has in 
the drawing h e has g iven of it, reprefented the ta il almcift as 
buOly as that of a fquirrel, it is certain, th at this author, on 
this as well as m any other occafions, is merely the echo of cer-
tain ig norant inhabitants of the Cape, whofe rclations can-
n ot be depended upon. I was fo much the more defirou> 
to anatomife the two-borned rhinoceros, as the inveftig ation 
of the internal parts of the one-horned animal had been 
cntirely negleCted, though this creature had been more 
than once brought to Portugal, France, and England, and 
had been kept there alive for fome time ; and upon the 
whole, h as been tolerably well drawn and defcribed, parti-
cularly h y Dr. PARSONS , in the Pbilojopbical 'l'ranfaaions. 
The reader may fee, likewife, on this fubjeCt, an extraCt of 
m y journal, in the Swedilli Tranfa6tions for 1778, P: 307. 
with a figure of the rhinoceros. With what fuceefs my 
willies were crowned, I !hall now proceed to relate. 

On the J 8th day at leven in the morning, the thermo
",eter Ilood at 60 degrees; at three in the afternoon it 
h ad rifen to 84. This day I hac\ a good opportunity of 
ihooting feveral rare and uncommon fm all birds, which in 
this arid dillriCt, where water was fo fcaree, were obliged 
to come hither in the hotteft part of the day, and venture 
their lives for a few clrop~ of water, - which they were in 
w ant of, as well for themfdves as for the young' brood they 
had left in their nells. Though they c"old llot but be 
frightened away by my gun, and indeed fame of them were 
woundL'tl by the !hot, and at the fame time ti1<!Y could bllt 
too well fer their dellroycr, yet they caiue again, h opping 

N " by 
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' 775, by little and little do\\'n to the watcr-fide,.in order to diptheil' 
D cc.'mber. 
~"""" biBs into it with all h:litc, for the fake of quenching tlH:ir in-
, tolerable thirft; fccming all the while with a ccafclc(-; chirl;-

ing to lament their dangerous fituation, and at the [;unc time 
to upbraid me with my cruelty. This fpecbde, aflecting 
as it '''as of itfelf, ought at this time to have mal1c a ftill 
greater itnprcffion upon me, as, on account of the heat of 
the weather and the badnefs of the water I had to drink, 
I felt a thirft almoft equal to theirs. "Yet, thought I to 
myfelf, on the other hand, what a mere trifle arc a few 
birds compared with the populous fortified towns, which, 
merely from .a . delire of dominion, m y betters make no 
confcienec of afflicting with hunger and tllirft both, in the 
higheft degree!" and tlms went on inventing many fpeci
ous arguments, which coft feveral more birds their lives ; 
al).d all this, merely with a view of finding among them 
fome one that was rare and curious. So prone afC men to 
commit acts of cruelty and tyranny, and at the fame time 
to find excufes for their conduct. 

About the middle of the following night we were awaka" 
by the roaring of a lion, which brought to our recollection, 
that we might be as mere a trifle for thefe ravenous beafts, as 
the birds I have juft mentioned are in the eyes of naturalifts. 
Our oxen and horfes appeared now much more difquieted 
than they were on a former oeeafion, when they heard feveral 
Iibg~ roaring at ·onc<;.; . neither did our dogs now dare to bark, 
but with their tails between their legs crept c10fe to the 
Hotteritots; \yho .on this ocdfion were very active in keep ... 
irlg \!l> a good blaze, . as ·they, tookit for granted, that a lion 
at that j\lllcture was J'(:connoitring us at no great diftance; 

and 
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and prooably would not leave the place without paying us 
a vilit. As they likewife believed that the eyes of the lion 
could be defcried at·a pretty good dilbnce in the dark, they 
looked for them very attentively, in order that they might 
be abie to difcover from which lide they had to expect 
the wild beaft, and prepare thcmfelves accordingly to re
ceive it. 

!\tIr. IMMELMA N~S fitu~tion and mine, which this gcntle-
111an, determined by motives of convenience rather than 
of prndence, had chotcn the evening before, was extreme
ly critical. We had quitted the waggon, as being juft at 
that time too hot and fultry a place to fleep in; and made 
our heds on the other lide of the very fame bufh, near 
which the Hottentot> had encamped themfelves round about 
a large fire. We had alfu till this inftant flept there clofe 
hy the lide of each other, and of our fire-arms; but not
withftanding the danger there was to be apprehended from 
fcorpions and (erpents, and the inconvenience of lying on 
a plot uf g round which was uneven and full of fiumps of 
trees, we now found it more advifcablc to creep clofe into the 
bulh, and keep our guns ready in our laps; for to go at this 
time frOtH hence to the waggoll would have been extremely 
dangerous, and to pufu in among the Hottentots near the 
fire would have had acowardly appearance,and, in fact,would 
have been, without a metaphor, a. dirty piece of buunefs. 
During all this the lion, according to all appearance, had 
that very night drank out of the well, which was hardly a 
fione's throw from us; th0l1gh it was either not hungry 
enough, or elfe had not fufl1cient courage to attack. us. 

On 
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On the 19th the thermometer was at Go degree" and 
the fame day at twelve o'clock it rofe to 84, and at three 
in the afternoon to 95, being hung u nder the til t of the 
waggon. I found about this fpot a kind of put/lain, fomc
what tougher than the common cultivated fort, and having 
very fmal1leaves one or two inches long, and thofe of a ligh t 
green colour, UoljjJ linearibuJ, marg inib. ad rachid. ;"(1,'oluliJ, 
caule berbaceo,/uperius /ubquadraltg/.) As I had brought with 
me a pint and a half of vinegar, in qdc of Ollr being· feized 
with an inflammation of the brain, proceeding li'om our 
heads being ftruck by the perpendicular rays of the fUll, 1 
put a fmal1 quantity of it, together with" little fugal', to the 
herb above-mentioned, in order to treat m yfcJf with a little 
fallad, which, however, was tough enough, and ate almoft 
likegrafs. Oneof my Bofhies-men, who faw me prepare this 
dilh, gave me to underftand by figns, that I began at the 
wrong end of the plant, and dug up the root of it, which, 
though I ate it raw, was · better tafted than the phnt it
felf; being nearly (haped like a carrot, and of a white 
colour, a palm and a half in length, and an inch and a 
half in diameter, Uujiformis, a/bid. /efquipalnz. dia11/elro 
/efquiunc;a/j. 

On another occafion I learned from this Hottentot, who, 
.contrary to the cuitom of his nation, was very communicative, 
,that the root of the da· t'ka4 (I" z 7 . of this Volume) a fhrub 
of the mefembryantbemum kind pretty common here, caten 
taw, wa~, in faa, very well-tafted, yielding a fweetifil fub 
fiance, which might be fucked or otherwife feparated,frmn 
·the more woody and fibrous parts in which it was contain:
£d. I [et the greater value upon by this difcovery, as fome 

events 
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cven!s might calily happen, which might make it ne
q:!f.u·y for HS to have rccourfc to thi s plant, in order to 
keep us from Harving. The African colonilts, who are 
not ncar fc.J fo rward to invcfrigatc the virtues Dr the plants 
of rhis countr y as oy cncroachnlcnts to inc:rcafc thdr pro
pert y in the country itfclf~ \\"ere as yet ignorant of the ufc 
of thi:) ront ; neither were the HottcIltots, who followed me 
frum Zwt'l/endam acquainted with it; and the Bo(llies- J11Cll 

th ·:ndi.:lvcs were at Ihis tim(. ... ~oo idle to Jig for the root, 
",hl ' ;} they could gorge themfelvcs, as it were, with fie/h. 

The Hottentot who was our beft illot, had turned out 
thi s morning before dawn to go a hunting, together with 
two of the others one; of whOln was con(bmly hi s ar·· 
m our- hcarer, in order that he himfelf, heing difcngaged 
frOln the incun1brance of his arms, lTIight h ave a freadier 
hand, and be n10rc at liberty, when he found it rcquifitc, 
to creep on all fours and difcharge his piece, or elfe in cafes 
of danger 1·0 make a precipitate retreat frOin thc vcngeance 
of the enraged :LI1ilnJ1. .At times, likewifc, he often {ent 
the man ,,,,·ho carried his arms to reconnoitre the bea{t, ~mu 
foll ow its traces. 

The three Hottentots I mentioned as having gone out 
in tllf: morning, came hack in the evening, and fet thcm
JClvcs down quite fpent by the well to cool themfelves. I 
aiked lhcm fevcral times, if they had ihot ::my thing ? to 
which after fome time they .anfwered, " to be fure there was 
a great fcarcity of game in thefe p~rts ;" and at lcnglh g:we 
me indireCtl y to underll:and, that they-had -!hot tWo rhino
ccrufes. I Incntion this trifling incident in fo circun11tantial 
'a manner, as it affords an infiance of that fpedes of ,-cferve 
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'775~_ peculiar to the Hottentot nation, which feve,,1 colonilt, 

eccmuc:r. 
~ had told mc of, and I myfelf have Iikewife experienced. 

'vVhen, for inltance, any thing remarkable happens, a Hot
tentot endeavours to avoid, if he can, mentioning it for 
fame days ; and when at length he does fpeak of it, it is 
with a kind of circumlocution," or, as the colonifl:s call it, 
with a draij, a furtof twilt ·or winding. And indeed, 
for the molt part, the Hottentot comes out with his intel
ligence fa late, that inltead Of being of any ufe, it ferves 
only to vex one. In the mean tin1C, however, I was ex
tremely well pleafcd with the news of the rhinocemfcs be
ing iliot; ;m<l only wifh~d that my Hottentots hall been fi, 
kind as to have told Ine in time, that I might ha\'c gone 
back with them and feen the animals alive. However, I 
have had an opportunity of this kind fever"l times fince. 

On the 2"Oth betinlcs in the 1110rning, Mr. IMMEU \'t,\ N 

and I rode to the fpot where the rhinocerofes b y, ~md \Vcrc 
attended · hy four of our Hottentots. 

In ·OUf road we f.1.W- a great many quaggas and hal"lbed/.r, 
and at the fame titne . chafed a Wood:f",ille, but chief! y /j)ellt 
our time in reconnoitring a herd of elk-an/dopes (antilope 
oryx, Vol. U. Plate 1.) fa that we did not arrive at the 
fpot where the rhinocerofes lay till ten o'dock. 

It was about the .fame time the day belore that thefe 
healts were killed, each of them with one lingle iliot, 
which penetrated into the very middle of their lungs. 
They.lay at the diltancc of about a mile frem1 each other, 
hath of '!hem being proltrate on thc~r belly and ~nees, 
f!.vith their hin{l legs brollght forwards, and fupporting 

' \h~ir bodies on each fide, The firlt thing I did was to · 
draw 
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draw and take the dimenfions of the Icffei' of thefe animal, 
,in this potition, which I afterwards, from fevcral others 
that I had an opportunity of leeing alive, altered to the 
attitude of walking. 

In order the more readily to form an idea of the Illa!,e 
of this animal, and the mutual pro]x)ftion of its parts, the 
reader may turn to the ligure annexed in Plate III. Vol. II. 
To this purpofe he mult reprefent to himfclf the !eirer of 
thefe bealts, cleven feet and a half long, feven feet high, 
and twelve fect in the girt. And when belides this he 
confiders, that, with refpcCl: to fize, it ranks among four
footed animals the third from the elephant; and, excepting 
the horns, has been hitherto abfolutely unknown, with other 
cireumltanees which will ealily oecm' to his reflection, he 
,vill, perhaps, in fonle meafure, be able to conceive, what 
a iealt the light and examination of this creature mult 
have been to a natmalilt. 

The circumltance which lirlt and chiefly excited my 
attention was, that in the hide of this bealt there were 
Ilone of thofe plaits and folds, which we lind in the defcrip
tions and ligures publilhed of the rhinoceros bicornis, and 
which give it the appearance of being covered with a har
nefs. It was only on the hide of the leirer of thefe ani
mals that we could obferve a fmall fold or plait., and that 
merely at the nape of the neck; but this feemed to proceed 
from the pofition that we found it in, viz. with the head 
leaning againlt the ground; by which means it w.as carried 
f0l11Cwhat backwards. 

Conlidering it in other iefpeCts, the hide was half all 

inch thick on the back, but fomewhat thicker on the fides, 
Vo L. II. 0 though 
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'775, though lefs comp~61: there. The furfoce of it was fe"brous 
December. oft< f 
~ and knottv, and not much ,II ering rom that of the ele-

phant, but of a clofer texture; and when it is dry, ex
tremely han!. It was of an .ih-colour, excepting about the 
groin, where the tkin is not near fa thick, but is almoft 
quite fmooth; and of the colour of a man's fleili. 

The muzzle or nofc converges to a point, not only 
above and beneath, but Iikewife very vifihly on the fides,. 
nearly as it does in the tortoife. The upper lip is fome
what longer than the lower. The eyes are fmall, and funk 
in the head. 

Though the homs have been diffufel y defcribed by others, 
yet, in order that the reader may form a juft and adequate 
idea of them, it is requifite in this place to make various 
additions to the defctiptions. already given, They are of 
the fame iliape, and in fome me.fm'e of the fame fize in 
both fexes; yet it appeared to me, that the fize of them ' 
was not always proportioned to the body. Neither, indeed, 
is there any conftant proportion obfervable between the 
foremoft horn and the hindmoft; though the foremoft is 
always the larger of the two. 

The hindmoft, efpecially in the older animals, is molt 
commonly obferved to lie' \vom away in different parts,. 
which is never the cafe in the foremoft and larger one. 
This,in fame meafure, cOll'firms the a{fertion of the Hottcn
tots and the colonias, that the rhinoceros makes ufe of the 
fhorter one only for the digging. uP ' of the various roots, 
which are faid to compof~ gte~tPart of its food; it being 
endued with the power of ' inmingthe larger .bom at that 
time, on one fide out of the way. I was even informed, 

th.t 
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that in the live rhinoceros the horns were fa mobile and loofe, 'm, 
. Del;cnlber. 

that when the am mal. walks carelefsly along, one may fee irs V'Y'V 

horns waggle about, and hear them cla/h and clatter againft 
each other. What feems to add farther confirmation to this 
account, concerning the truth of which, however, I am not 
without my doubts in many refpects, is an excavation or ca-
vity in the bafe of the horns; particularly that of the fore-
moli, which, like a glenoid cavity, by means of certain arti
culations, is adapted to, and indofes a round protuberance of 
the fcull. It was with great difficulty that we cut the horns 
away from it through the finews and cartilages, by means 
of which they were attached to the cranium, and of which 
the remains are frill to be reen on the horns I have brought 
home with me. . Had I previoufly had the leaft hint of 
the horns being n)oveaQle, I fuould ceminly not have 
omitted to inveftigate the degree of force with which the 
mufcles and tendons, tntended for the ftrengthening of the 
joint, and keeping the hom fteady and erect, were capable 
of acting. Of the elder of the minocerofes which we had 
juft fuot, and whofe horn& I have preferved in the cabinet 
of the RoyalAcademy, the hindmoli horn is very evidently 
much worn away. 1 h;lve likewife found tpe fame appear-
ance on another rhinoceros-horn, which WaS put up foe 
fale at the Cape. But in the younger animal, which I dif-
fected, and which I particularly, allude to in the prefcnt 
dcfcription, no roarl\:s of this kind were ohfCrvablc. The 
lbapc of the rhillOCeros-horns· are univ'erfally conical, with 
the tips itlClil1ed· fomewhnt ' bapkw"nls, as is /hewn in the 
annexed plate; and may befeeh (till ,nore uilii"CUy in • 
. 0 z figure 
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figure given by Mr. KLEIN, which reprerents a pair of' 
rhinoceros-horns of the natural fize. 

With refpect to their fubftance and texture, thefe hams 
fcem to confift of parallel horny fibres, the extreme points 
of which on the lower half, efpecially on the pofterior part 
of the foremoft horn, and on the greater part of the hind
moft, project in many places; fo that the furface in thole 
parts is full of inequalities, and in fome places feels as 
rough as a bruili. The upper part of the horns is fmooth 
and plain, like thofe of oxen. 

Tohe antedor hom belonp;ing to ihe leffer of the rhino· 
eerofes that. we, had iliot, was a foot in length, and five 
inches over at the bafe. On the larger of thefe anrmals 
this horn was half as long again, and· feven-·inches in dia
meter mcafured at the fame pari. . This rhinoceros, how
ever, did . not exceed the other in bulk, in · proportion to 
the fize of its horns. Indeed, in the cabinet of the Royal 
Academy of· Sciences, there is prc!erved a- pair· of horns he · 
longing to the rhinoceros b;corn;s, tlie fOFemoft of . which is 
twentYctwo · inches in length, and the hindmoft ftxteen. 
The diftance between thefe harm is fcarcely two inches; 
They differ Iikewife from. the horns r faw in Africa, and 
from thore I brought With me,..in becing (;f a lighter colma' 
ahd ftr.ight, and' at the fame time'·ilat··on the fides; . fo til,,! 
the himlmoft' horn particularly, has pretty iliarp edges on 
the upper part, both before and behind. Thefe horns 
mofi probably came froin the n.orthern parts of Africa, as' 
they were purChafed at N~ples by Baron EMANUEL . DZ 

GEER during his travels, and were ' by hIm fent to his fa~ 
ther, 
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ther, the late Martha! DE GEER, as an additional ornament ' 775 ' 

io his noble nlufeum, together with which they were pre- ~. 
fented by the Marthal's iIluftrious widow to the Royal Aca-
demy of Sciences. , 

This animal may be faid to be totany deftitute of hair, 
though there are a few fcattered dark briftly hairs about an 
inch long on the edges of the ears, with a very few be
tween and round about the horns. This is likewife the 
cafe at the tip of' the tail. This is about an inch thick, 
diminithing by degrees from the root to the tip, which is 
fomewhat enlarged, in the fore part, and particularly in the 
back part, and at the fame time rounded off, but is flattened at 
the fid es. It is directly on the edges produced by this con
formation, that there are to be feen fome fuong ftiff 'hairs 
an inch, or an inch and a half in length. Such of them as 
frand towards this 'creature's hard and rough body, arevifibly 
worn down and frunted. 

The feet, as may be feen in 'the figure, are not much 
wider than the 'legs. In the foreparts they arc furnithed 
each with three hoofs, which do not project very much, 
and of which the middlemofr is the Iargefr and molt circn
Iar. The foles of the feet, like thofe of the elephant, arc 
covered with a thiCker and more callous lkin than the other 
parts; and are; if'Y'e except the edges, (which are compofed 
of the hoofs) together ,with a ,,filfure.in the heel, fomewhat 
of a circular form. 

J chofe the !elfer of the rhinocerofes for the purpofe of 
maJUrig thc 'dilfection, as well as a defcription and drawing 
of ' this animal; I :and my people, making five in all, were 
not able to flir the ' carcafe, .when, ,with a view to get at it 

with 
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' 77; ' with greater convenience, I endeavoured to Jay it on its 
D~. back. This, however, proceeded' in a great meafure fror,n 

the lazine[s .of my Hottentots, and their backwanlnefs to 
allift me. In the pofition, therefore, in which this un
wieldy creature lay, we cut up its left fide, and took a large 
flip from off its thick hide. This could not be effeCled 
without a great deal of trouble, and repeatedl y whetting 
our knives afrelh. 

Though the animal had lain above twenty-fonr hours, 
.and an ecchymofis was formed about the wound, yet the 
flelh had hitherto been preferved from putrefattion by 
the thickne[s of the hide. A piece of this flefl, we broiled 
immediately, whie!> tafted a good deal like pork, but in my 
opinion was much. coarfer. In the mean while, we cut 
through the ribs with an 3xe, and What with hacking and 
tearirig together, we at 1.an contriv~d to empty the cavity of 
,the abdomen. I made drawings and defcriptions of thefe 
parts, and took. the dimenfions of them as fpeediJy as polli
'ble; after which we took out the diaphragm, and a naked 
Hottentot crept into the carcne, in .order to take out the 
'lungs and heart. 

As the animal had received its death~w9und by a Ihot ill 
the large blood-velfels .of tll.e lung~, t!.te[e parts were al
ready aft'eCled whh fome <:Iegre~ of E~tridity. The lungs, 
liver ",!d rru1t had .notbeeri. long e,x,pqfed to the open air, 
befOl'e they began to fwell and efferve[ce. The violent 

'he~ of tile fun at El.ll{>li, thegre'ltMonght, amI the ftench 
.of th<i carcafe, rC:Il~~.tl:lis ';~~¢O!l in a Ihqrt time ex
trerl!e1y d~gerous ~. w~ ~ .~\fg.qfiiDg. In the WeaIl 
while> 1 l!l~e the fo1!9wing .ob[erv\\tio~. 

The 
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The vifcera of the rhinoceros bicornis, in my opinion, D '775· 

ft
· r b !'cember. roo rClem Ie thofe of a horfe. So that this animal, not- ~ 

withftancling its being furniihed with horns, by no mems 
beldngs to the rnmillating tribe, but rather to the c1afs of 
thofe whofe fat is of a foft nature like lard, and not hard 
like tallow. 

The ftomach does not bear the leaft refemblance to that 
of a horfe, but rather to that of a man or a hog. It was 
four feet in length, (as I have lately found in my notes, 
fince J gave the defcription of this animal in the Swediih 
Tranf.,Ctions) and two feet in diamcter; and to this vifcus 
was annexed an inteftinal tube of twenty-eight feet long,
and fix inches in diameter. This inteftinal canal was ter
minated three fcet and a half from the bottom by a large 
caecum, if J maY 'fo call a vifcns, which at its upper end 
was the fame width as the ftomach, viz. tIVO fect, and above 
t\vice the length; thahs eigot feet and a half, lying dn the 
'I,ine of thc hack, and attached to it at hath ends, after· 
which it is contraCted into a rectum fix inches· in width, 
and a {(JOt and a half in length. 

The kidnics wcre a foot and a half in diameter; and 
the milt [careely a foot .hroad, .bnt full four fcet long. The' 
lieart was a ' fo,?!. and a half in length" .. ill ·the breadth not 
much Iefs. The right lobe of the hlilgs had an incifmn in ii, 
but was in other' refpeCts undivided anil ' entlre, · being two ' 
feet in length;' The !eft was fubdiv:iMd ' into two lolies, 
the fmalrer of. \vbidi ",as next ·tbe bafe of tlie heart. 'the 
Hver, wlien meaf'ured fmIn' riglit ,1O Tefl, . ,~as ·fduntl!(j lie 
tllree feet lind a i,;i!f iii IireildtIl; but in depth, or titeafuring 
j;l>mabove dawiiwards', as it hangs iii ' the. a'!1irtlai ¢!l~n ' 

tbis 


