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ing, however, of a fine ivory-like fubftance. In a head
of this animal falted and dried, which I gave to the Royal
Academy.of Sciences in Sweden, the tufks or horns ftand
nine inches out of the jaws, and meafure full five inches
in circumference at the bafe. The two other tuiks, which
come from the lower jaw, project but three inches from
the mouth, being flat on the infide, and correfponding
with another plain {urface fimilar to it in the upper tuiks.
‘Thefe the beafts make ufe of not fo much for biting, as
for goring and butting with. A little pig of this {pecies,
which I afterwards caught at Vifch-rivier, and had it tied
up, thinking to bring it alive along with me, had already
got this, trick, fo that I was foon obliged to let it be
killed. It was terribly vicious, and quick in all its mo-
tions; and though at that time not abfolutely dangerous,
yet my Bofhies-men were very much afraid of it. ¢ We
had rather, faid they, attack a lion on the plain, than an
African wild boar; for this, though much fmaller, comes
rufhing on a man as {wift as an arrow, and throwing him
down fnaps his legs in two, and rips up his belly before
he can get to firike it, and kill it with his javelin.” The
dwelling-place -of - this fame fpecies of wild boar, to which
the avenues feemed to- be very narrow, is under-ground.
I have been told indeed, that the lo/ch-varkens go down
into them backwards, and place themf{elves there in a row
one behind the other; but this is not very likely, for pro-
bably: thefe paflages arewidened lower down. Thus much,
hewever, is: certain, that people do not dare to attack them
in their hales, for fear of their coming out on them on a
{udden.

The
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The body of this animal is fmall in comparifon with its
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head, a conformation which facilitates its burrowing and gy~

living under-ground. Necither would it be advifeable for
a man on horfeback to approach too near or to hunt
this animal, as it will often turn round on a fudden, and
ftriking with its horns at the horfe’s legs, afterwards kill
both him and his rider. This day I purfued feveral pigs
with the old fows, with a view to fhoot one of them, but
in vain ; neverthelefs, the chafe of them afforded me peculiar
pleafure. On af{udden the heads of the old ones, which were
before of a tolerable fize, feemed to have grown ftill larger and
more fhapelefs than they were before; which momentary
and wonderful change aftonithed me fo much the more,
as my hard riding over a country full of bufhes and pits,
had hitherto prevented me from giving fufficient attention
to the manner in which it was brought about. The fe-
cret, however, confifted in this; each of the old ones,
while they were making off; took a pig in its mouth; a
circumitance that alfo explained to me another fubject of
my f{urprize, which was, that all the pigs which I was juit
before chafing along with the old ones, vanifhed all on a
fudden. But in this action we find a kind of unanimity
among the wood-fwine, in which they refemble the tame
{pecies, and which they have in a greater degree than many
other animals, It is likewife very aftonifhing, that the
pigs fhould be carried-about in. this mmner-bet-ween fuch
large tufks as thofe of their mothers, without being hurt, or
crying out in the leaft. I{aw the fame done, however, on two
other occafions, as I was chafing them. The cry of thefe

VouL. IL E young
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725, young ones was like that of our common pigs, as I found in
Wy fome we afterwards caught.

I have it from pretty good authority, that one JosHUA
DE BOER, a farmer in Camdebo, had fucceeded in obtaining a
brood of thefe wood-~{wine, which had been coupled with the
ordimary fort; but as the perfon who told it me had not
fufficiently informed himfelf concerning the circumftances,
I could not get any farther infight into the matter. This
experiment having failed.in Holland, as mentioned by M.
PaLLAs, is no reafon why it thould not fucceed better in
other places. 1 obferved ‘a peculiar circumftance on my
return home through Lange-kloof, which was, that two
tame pigs at a farmer’s in that province, not only went
down on their knees to graze, but even fucceflively chang-
ed this pofture to that of ftanding, with the greateft cafc.
This faculty the animal feems to have acquired in its {fub-
terraneous -caverns, and it proceeds from the creaturc’s
neck being ‘too. ﬂwrt to be conveniently lowered to the
ground. -

The Aftican wood-fwine are likewife diftinguithed from
any othef {pecies of fwiney by four peculiar caruncles or ex-
¢refeences.  Twe of thefe ' ure. broad and flat, being
abotit -two -incles over both 4n '“letagm “and breadth, and
are placed at he dm éf &''hands -breadth juft before
and undersseath-the eyes.  Tife ‘sther two are fpherical,
an inch ’h!gh, ‘andlare: tuated on ‘the nofe’ st/ three inches
diftarioe, ina Mgh‘t ‘ditve frdtn behind” the §aws. The
®ail is flatted -at the'tip;: ﬁﬁd Wi “appendage they néver
fail, cither ol or'oung, ‘& holl gaite eredt in the alr

duting
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during the whole time that they are purfued. With re-
fpect to tafte, I found the fleth very much refemble that
of the ordinary pig; but ncver obferved the animals them-
felves to be of that dark hue afcribed to them by M. ParLas,
and which M. VosMaER has given them in the coloured
figures he has publithed ; thofe that I faw being only of
a bright yellow-colour, like the greateft part of our do-
meftic {fwine.  Neither did I hear any body in the colony
call them baarz‘!oof)er.r, as M. VosMaAER pretends they are
termed : though, on the other hand, 1 have frequently

heard the Hottentots call them Rgunaba, and have likewife.

been informed by them, that thefe creatures are fond of
wallowing in the mire, and are wont to grub after the.
root of a fhrub of the mefembryanthemum kind, which
they call da-fkasi.

At night we came to the upper part of 7Kwresoiy or
Little Sunday-river. We fixed our refting-place at the
diftance of a few gun-thots from a clan of baferds, or
Hottentot-Caffres, who are the offspring of the mixture of
both thefe nations. They chiefly {poke the Caffre lan-
guage, but had neither the large lips, robuft; and eafy
form, nor the black complexion  of the Cgffres. They
appeared to me not {o {fwarthy as my own Hottentots, and
] fuppofe, that they originate only ‘from a fet of people,
who having acquired fome cattle b)r fervitude among the
Caffres, had formed . theinfelyes into this- feciety.  The
iris 'of ' their'eyes was of ‘a very: dark brown hug, and al-
mofiy-if not quite 23 dark-as the pupil. ‘They had a great
quantity: of : cattle, and feemed:to live very happily in their

E 2 way.
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porrs:.. way. As foon as ever they had taken their cattle up from
\w~/ pafture they milked them ; an occupation they intermixed
with finging and dancing.

We feldom fee fuch happinefs and contentment as feems to
be indicated by this feftive cuftom, in a handful of pcople
totally uncultivated, and fubfifting in their original favage
ftate, in the midft of a perfet defert. Mr. IMMELMAN
accompanied me, in order to behold with his own eves
the real archetype of that ftate of paftoral felicity, which
the poets are continually occupied in painting and defcrib-
ing., We announced ourfelves here likewife as being the
children of the company, and were received by them with
a friendly fimplicity and homely freedom, which, how-
ever, by no means leflened them in our thoughts as men.
They prefented us with milk, and danced at our requett s
at the fame time giving us to underftand, that our fame,
as being a fingular people with plaited hair, as well as fim-
plers and viper-catchers, had reached them long before
our arrival.

We were fpectators of their country dances, in which
there was very little either of agility or art. While their
feet were employed in a. kind of ftamping and moderately
flow movement, every one of them between whiles madc
feveral {fmall gentle motions: with ‘a little ftick, which they
held in their: hands. ﬁHJphczty which prevailed in
their dances was Jequﬂ;ﬂ confpicuons in their finging, the

| ‘ eing: al wdrds ufed-to the tune of one of
‘thexr country dances, ‘which: I took down in writing at
the time, Maijema, Masiernas. buby bub, zbu.&; The former

7 part
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part of this was chaunted repeatedly piamo by an elderly
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matron, who was anfwered by the young mcn and maids A~

m the latter words, fung faccato by way of chorus. It
muift be confeffed, that this concert was not well adapt-
ed to fatisfy a nice ear; but however, it infpired a certain
degree of joy and chearfulnefs, and was by no means dif-
agreeable.

They had another kind of dance, which confifted in
taking each other by the hand, and dancing gently in a
circle round about one or more perfons, who were placed
in the middle of the ring, and whofe movements were
brifker and quicker; yet we could not help laughing,
though at the {fame time we were not a little hurt, to fee
the poor infants pop their heads alternately in and oyt of
the bags hanging at the backs of their mothers, who were
likewife dancing; fo that we had great reafon to fear that
they would break their necks. But what was ftill more
ridiculous was, that theie little Hottentots were far from
thewing any diflike to this treatment; but, on the con-
trary, were {o well pleafed with it, that they fufficiently
ihewed their difpleafure by crying, when their mothers, who
were foon tired with carrying them on their backs, wanted
to fet them down, or go out of the dance.

Befides the pleafures which thefe daily dances may be
fuppofed to afford them, they have at their greater fefti-
vals the more delightful enjoyment of voluptuous love,
which, at thofe times, the youth of both fexes, by their
laws,_have full opportunity given them to purfue.  For it

is faid, that the unmarried part of the cqmp.a_ny,_ in the
very
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poI75:,.. Very middle of the dance, withdraw to a private place in

wm~ couples fucceflively and at different intervals, without giv-
ing the leaft fubje& of offence and {candal, and without
having any occafion to blufh when they return again to the
company. I have purpofely faid only, that opportunity is
given them for this purpofe ; as I could not learn, whether
their laws, together with the opportunity, allowed the ac-
tion itfelf, which, asI have mentioned above, the Caflies
permit themfelves to tranfaét in the prefence of the whole
company that is dancing.

This remiffnefs of their laws, however, in allowing them
opportunities of this kind, feems to be in direét oppofition
to the rigorous ftriétnefs of thefe- fame laws in the follow-
ing particular. Any young woman whatfoever, who, after
fuch dance, fhall prove pregnant, fhall be put to death,
together with h,f_;r paramour ; unlefs, which indeed is ge-
nerally the cafe, the oldeft people in the clan mitigate the
punithment, by commuting it into a perpetual union ; or-
dering them moreover, to forfeit an ox or a cow to feaft
the whole community with, by way of atonement for their
crime, - In this latter article of the mitigation of the de-

cree, it is not dxﬁicxi'.lt to pﬁ‘Cﬁl‘Vﬁ the felfith motives of the
foaety ; but it is, perhaps, not {o eafx from this ﬁrange
edi¢t m?qlf, 0 trape out thp mtenuon of the primitive in-
ftitutpr of ﬂit. ides,. wbovcpuld have fuppofed, that
among: | th#fe arﬂeﬁr. ¢n, another cuftom thould pre-
vail, which' (hould fackifi ':ﬂ;e virtue and innoggnce of the
fair. fex to'the: mtarﬁhd vl.ew& of a parent or guardian ?
A Hottentot, whaiat that time dwelt in thofe parts, affured
1€,
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me, that on any Hottentot’s paying a ftipulated price to a
girl’s relations, fhe was obliged to fleep with him; but that
neither did the law ordain, nor had there been any in-
ftance known, that a young woman fhould be delivered
up into the arms of a Chriftian, or white man, on any
confideration whatever. The Hottentot added, that for his
part, he had not entered into any union here of the kind,
as for two, or at moft three nights enjoyment,- it would
have coft him the price of a cow; a price, he faid, that
would have made him dearly repent his bargain,

This Hottentot, who explained to me the circumftances
I have juft been mentioning, and at the fame time gave me
many other curious anecdotes and relations, I had the greater
reafon to believe, as he had the appearance of being a
ferious and difcreet man, and indeed was known to be
fuch by my guide. He had been brought up in a village
near the Chriftians, in‘the fervice of whom he had always
been y and at this time, with the affiftance of the baftard
or Caffre Hottentots belonging to this craal, he had caught,
and then had in his cuftody, three old Bofhies-women with
their children, with an intention to take them home to his
mafter for flaves. His ma‘ﬁe‘r had gwen him a gun, but
he was at that titte quite out of - powder, _cﬁmfeg}:!eiatiy he
was put to his thifts for food, ‘both for” himfelf and his
captives. * 1 therefore gave h;m fome ‘potvder, as I con-
fidered, that, fo'far from havmg any effe i rivedng the
chains of tﬁéﬁa Mappy peop?é g o wem’bd raxhe,r tend to
make them ﬁt lighter. He tﬂd me hkewr&?e, ﬁmt his fe-

male captives had “threatened to ‘bewitch Bit ; ‘but that
he
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he had no faith in witchcraft, and had an equal contempt
for their menaces and their favage manners.

A baftard Hottentot, who had accompanicd him in this
expedition, had been wounded in the fhoulder with a poi-
foned arrow. The poifon had been fucked out of the
wound immediately. The tumour had not abfolutely a
bad appearance ; yet the wounded man was by no means
well, and was him{elf in doubt whether he thould get over
it or not. Nothing was'laid upon it but the bruifed leaves
of the Hottentot fig-tree.

| 'I“_hey' keep their milk in leathern facks, of which I have
given a defcription above, never eating it till it is curdled ;
but the veflels they milked it into were bafkets of a pecu-
liar kind, compofed of roots plaited together fo curioufly,
and in fo clofe a manner, that they would not only hold
milk but éven water. Thefe veflels would be as neat as
they are light, if the Hottentots did not always negle to
wafh them. “Indeed, moft of thefe bafkets had acquired
fuch an appearance from the milk being encrufted upon
them, as at firft induced us to fuppofe that they were be-
fmeared ‘with cbw-dung, in order to make them hold the
hqudr the better. “Burl have fin nqe tried bafkets, that were
qmte new and clean, particularly one’that 1 had brought
horhe w;ﬂi"tﬁe ’fﬁm! fbunﬂ that ' without'any kind of daub-
mg, thBy d.td nbt ’féak in'thé leaft. Thefe milk-pails, or
- ; mofty of e ﬂmpeof that delinedted in Plate 1.
Vol LA ig. Y. ‘hoidmg‘ from 7 pint and a half to*four gallons ;
ﬁ%"ﬁeﬁdes‘ thE’ éﬂvam:;gb of ‘being very light, they have
wife 'thaf of their rits beihg' fufficiently pliable.

No
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No cows of the African breed, whether they belong to
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the colonifts or Hottentots, will {uffer themfeives to be A~

milked, without their hind legs being firft tied together ;
as they otherwife never fail either to kick the perfons who
milk them, or get away from them. The interpreter, I
have been juft {peaking of, defired me, therefore, to ob-
ferve here, as being an uncommon circumftance, thatfeve-
ral of the cows belonging to thefe baftard Caffres, allowed
themfelves to be milked without being tied up.- I likewife
remarked, that the cows here, whether tied up or loofe,
were, for the moft part, too fhy and.wild to {uffer them-
felves to be milked, except their calves were with them,
and had previoufly fucked them a little. The herd{men
themfelves in this place were alfo defirous that I fhould
take notice, as a matter of curiofity, of the mannerin
which a cow, who had brought forth a dead calf, was at
length induced to be milked. The artifice ufed for this
purpofe, confifted in letting her always put her nofe in the
ikin of her dead calf juft before the was miltked.
Circumcifion is practifed by, thefe Hottentots as- well as
by the Gonaquas and Caffres, and is performed upon youths
at that period of life, when, to ufe their own expreflion,
they become half-men..; Yegtithey generally fuit the time
fo, as to have an opportunity of performing the operation
upon feveral at once. |
- The next. morning, being the 1 rthy, we were waked by
the Hottentos finging and dancing ; and with this rejoicing;
ory at.Jeaft, appearance of happinefs and.delight, it:feems
that this fimple race of people always 'begin and con-
Vou. IL " F clude
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clude the day. We likewife paid a vifit to them that
morning, but foon found it more prudent to return to our
waggon again ; as a great number of them now came to
pay their refpeéts to us, and at the fame time became more
troublefome than ever, by importuning us for tobacco. |
do not know whether 1 fhould look upon 1t as a mark
of the greateft fimplicity; or as a witty and ingenious
compliment in one of them, who defired my inter-
preter to tell me, that he had never feen a waggon be-
fore, and therefore withed me to inform him, whether
mine had grown up in the fame ftate in which he then
faw it.

In the mean while, in order to obtain a truce from their
tirefome practice of peftering us for tobacco, we excited their
aftonifhment by ihewing them our watches. I even at-
termpted to acquire fome refpeét from thefe people, as not
being without fome knowledge of magic. This, it may
well be fuppofed, did not proceed from any mifplaced am-
bition, but rather from motives of prudence, and with a
view by this means of curbing their growing defires, which
might probably terminate in fome bold attempts on the
iron-work of our waggon, &c. For this purpofe I bid
thefe Hottentots, annd at the fame timie my own, endeavour
to tzke fome gmickfilver with theirfingers out of a parcel
of it which I had brought with me. The various attempts
they made fill proving abortive, excited in thietn the great-
¢t aftonithment, and proved an inexhauftible’ fubje& to
them.of converfation and langhter. . Afterwards, to their
utter mmazempent, I ok out feveral globules of quick-

7 filver,
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filver, having previoufly, unperceived by them, rubbed
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my fingers over with tallow. Neither did I omit aftonifh- \ A~

ing thefe fimple {wains, with the wonderful magnetic pro-
perties of the necdle belonging to my compafs. I remem-
ber, indeed, having read fomewhere of a certain great
commander, who, being in America, in order to intimi-
date the natives, and make them behave peaceably, fet
fire to fome brandy, which they took for water, at the
fame time threatening to fet fire to their rivers and burn
them up; but I had no occafion to have recourfe to ex-
tremities, as the miracles 1 had before performed, feemed
already to have deterred them from attempting any hotti-
lities.—It was particularly from thefe baftard Caffres, that
I got the Caffre words, which are to be found at the end
of this volume.

The government of this community, was {zid to be chiefly
vefted in 2 man, who at the fame time was pointed out to
me as being the richeft among them. He held this office
by inheritance, and appeared to be a {ober, fedate, mid-
dle aged man. His manner difcovered no particular pre-
eminence or authority; on the contrary, he had more
trouble with the milking thap any of the reft. So that
riches, even among the uncultivated Hottentots, are attended
with uneafinefs and togable,

There was another perfon here, whofe bufy manner,
continual chatrering and gefiiculation, plainly denoted, that
he was a man inoffice, and of {fome confequence.- In fact,
he was the forcerer (asthey term it) of the community ;
and cendfequently, by virtue of his office, was mater of the

F 2 cere-



306

1775,
December.

A/

A VOYAGE TO THE

ceremonies, high prieft, phyfician, and cow-leach ; and
of himfelf, independently of any office whatever, an arch
Charlatan 3 who, by his drolleries and ridiculous antic gef-
tures, cndeavoured to diftinguith himfelf from the reft,
and was perpetually exciting the young pcople to dance.
As I was not ignorant, that the Charlatans in the better
informed and more enlightened -focieties of Europe, frc-
quently, by means of their defpicable talents, thruft them-
{felves into offices of the higheft importance and the ac-
quifition of riches, I do not in the leaft wonder to hcar,
that this fellow, befides being univerfally refpeéted, was
in pofleffion of a greater ftock of cattle than any one among
them. 1 was likewife informed, that for delivering a cow,
which had a difficult fabour, he ufually had an heifer for
his fee ; and that at every feaft, the beft and fatteft picce
fell to his fhare.

In the northern climates I had been ufed to fee fox tails
worn to keep out the cold. Here I faw, for the firtt time,
the tails' of the-jackall, or African fox, made ufe of in
warm weather ; as the Hottentots wiped the {weat off their
faces with them, for this purpofe carrying them about with
them fixed upon thort fticks.” Having now fufficiently con-
templated the mmanners of thefe people,: we proceeded on our
journey ; and, as in the mean time#iir guide had given us
the flip, and thet an old, ean, dnd loufy buffalo, we made
a trip to the place where it lay, and loaded our waggon
withuthe beft part of ‘the meat, leaving the remainder to
the haftard Hottentots, the birds of prey, and the hyznas.
The lice that we found upon this buffalo, ‘were of 2 new

fpecies ;
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fpecies ; (fee the defcription, together with a drawing of | '775.

them, in Mem. jur les Infeétes, Tom. VII.) ()
We afterwards drove higher up, along Kuwurano:- rivier,

and found the water there almoft motionlefs and brackifh.

We had the tops and grafs of the reeds growing in this

little ftream cut offy, to fodder our horfes with at night.

At night, the wolves which probably had got {cent of the

meat in our waggon, gave us to underftand by their howl-

ings, that they were not far from us.

CHAP
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Fourney from little Sundays-river to Bofhies-mans-
river.

N the 12th our guide took us firft to the caft and

then to the fouth-eaft, over a champain country,
that we might bait and. water our cattle at noon. This we
did at a land {pring, which had been very much trampled
under foot by the buffaloes, and wlrich had no outlet.
But at the diftance of an hour’s ride from thence, we found
better water, and came .to a refolution to put up the fol-
Jowing night not far from the {pot, in order to be ready
in the morning to look out after the buffaloes ; as it is in
places juft like thefe, that they particularly come out into the
meadows to graze ; but, on the contrary, in the day time,
on account of the heat, they generally chaofe. to keep in
the woods.

It had not been dark two. phgurs, before we heard the
roaring of lions,. which at times appeared to be pretty near
us. . This was, the ﬁ;;it time that I bad heard this kind
of mu@c, and, as.there were feveral performers, it might
be pgqperly ca.lled 2 concerto of lions. . . They. continued
roaring the whole mght, whence my guide concluded, that

they
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they had affembled on the plains in order to copulate, and _
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carry om their amours, by fighting and attacking each other \au

after the manner of cats.

To defcribe the roaring of the lion as nearly as ¥ can, I
muft inform the reader, that it confifted in a hoarfe inar-
ticulate found, which at ‘the fame time feemed to have a
hollownefs in it, -{fomething like that proceeding from a
{peaking trumpet. The found is between that of a Ger-
man U and an O, being drawn to a great length, and ap-
pearing as if it came from out of the earth; at the fame
time that, after liftening with the greateft attention, I could
not exactly hear from what quarter it came. The found
of the lion’s voice does not bear the leaft refemblance to
thunder, as M. pe Burron, Tom: IX. p. 22, from the
Voyage of BouLLAYE LE Govuz, affirms it does. In fadt,
it appeared to me to be neither pecuBarly piercing nor tre-
mendous ; yet from its flow profonrged note, joined with
nocturnal darknefs, and the terrible fdea one is apt to form
to one’s felf of this animal, # nyvade one fhudder, even in
fuch places, as I had an opportunity of hearing it in with
more {atisfa&tion, and without having the leaft occafion for
fear. We could plainly perceive by our animals, when the
lions, whether they roared.er not, were reconnoitering us at
a {mall diftance. For inthat cafe the hounds drd not dare to
bark in the leaft, but crept quite clofe to the Hottentots ; and
our oxerr and horfes fighed deeply, frequemtly hanging back,
and pulling flowly with adl their might at the firong firaps
with which they were tied upto the waggon. 'They likewife
laid them{elves down upon the ground and fleodup alternate-
}y, appearing as if they did not know what to do with them-

felves ¢
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perzs:  felves; and, indeed, I may fay, juft as if they were in

v~ the agonies of death. In the mean time, my Hottentots
made the neceffary preparations, "and laid each of them
their javelins by the fide of them. We likewife loaded all
our five picces, three of which we diftributed among thofe
of our Hottentots who {poke Dutch.

Fires and fire-brands are univerfally reckoned, and, in-
deed, were faid by my Hottentots, to be a great preferva-
tive and defence againft lions and other wild beaits ; they
could, however, themielves mention inftances, in which
the lion had leaped forward to the fire, and carricd oft
fome one of them, who had been fitting round it and
warming themfelves. - The animal too has fometimes taken
its prey to fo fhort a diftance, that the poor wretch’s com-
panions have plainly heard it champing and chewing his
fleth. The Hottentots defired us who were placed in the
waggon, not to be in too great hafte to fire in cafe a lion
fhould take a leap among them, for fear that in the dark
we might at the fame time hurt fome of them. They had
concerted matters fo, that fome of thcm fhould rather at-
tempt to pierce him through with their haflagais or {pears,
while at the fame inftant.the others fhould endeavour to
cling about its legs.

They looked upon it as a certain fadt, and I have fince
heard the fame from others,;that a lion does not imme-
diately kill the perfon he.has got. under him, unlefs he is
excited.to do fo by the refiftance he meets with.  Atlength,
however, it is reported, the royal tyrant gives the coup de
grace on the vigtim’s brealt with. a hideous roar. On this
occafion I muft do my Hottentots the juftice to fay, that

they
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they did not thew the leaft fear; though they conceived
the old and commonly-received notion to be abfolutely
true, that both lions and tigers would attack a flave or a
Hottentot, before they will a colonift or a white man.
Confequently, Mr. ImMELMAN and I had no fuch great
reafon to be in fear for our-own perfons, unlefs more than
one lion fhould come to attack us, or that we fhould dif-
charge our pieces too precipitately and mifs him; for in
fuch a cafe, the lion always ruthes on the mark{fman. In
another refpect, however, we that lay in the waggon and
at a diftance from the fire, were moft liable to receive a
vifit from the lions; or at leaft to fee our horfes and oxen,
which were tied up to the waggon, feized by them.
Otherwife, for the fingularity of the fpectacle, I fhould
have been glad to have feen an attack of this kind, if it
had not coft me more than a couple of my oxen. In
fuch a cafe, indeed, my horfes would probably firft have
fallen a prey to this rapacious animal, as it is generally
fuppofed, that the lion gives them the preference.

Among our oxen there was one which at this time, as well
as fince upon other {imilar occafions, appeared extremely dif-
quicted and reftlefs.- It had befides, a fingular and afto-
nithing habit of making an inward noife, which cannot
be defcribed ; and this was the cafe likewife with the ftone-
horfe, in his own peculiar way. This, in fa&, was fufli-
cient to make us keep ourfelves in readinefs, though it
happened not to be abfolutely neceflary: however, we
quickly got accuftomed %o it, and feveral times laid our-
{felves down to fleep, void of care, leaving our beafts to figh
on unheeded. 1t is, indeed, a wonderful circumftance, that
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the brute creation fhould have been taught mcrely by nature
to be in dread of the lion; for our horfes and oxen were
all from places, where I am certain they could have no
knowledge of this dreadful adverfary of theirs: f{o that
in this we muft admire the bounty of providence, which,
while it has fent fuch a tyrant as the lion amongit the
animal crcation, has likewife taught them to difcern and
dittinguith it with trembling and horror.

One would fuppofe, that the roaring of the lion would
prove ferviceable to the other animals, as being a warning
for them to betake themf{elves to flight; but as when he
roars, according te all report, he puts his mouth to the
ground, fo that the found is diffufed equally all over the
place, without, as we have already mentioned, its being
poffible to hear from what quarter it comes, the animals
are intimidated and {cared to fuch a degree, as to fly about
backwards and forwards in the dark to every fide; in con-
fequence of which, fome of them may eafily chance to run
on to the very {pot from whence the tremendous found
actually proceeds, and which they meant moft to avoid.

A writer, ‘in ether refpects extremely rational, who
ftyles himielf Qgficier du Roi, afferts, in his Voyage a I'Ije
de France, &c. p. 63, that in Africa: there are found
whole armies of lions; afat ef which, he fays, he was
informed, by three perfons of confequence in the govern-
ment, - whofe names he -mentions.

This author, as well as his informers, and thofe, if fuck.
there be, who have given any credit to him; may be eafily
made to conceive the palpable abfurdity of the idea by
this fingle confideration, that to fupport armies of lions,

it
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it would require a greater quantity of quadrupeds and
game, as it is called, than is to be found not only in Afri-
ca, but in all the world befides. In order to confirm this
affertion, we may appeal to a witty obfervation made by the
Indians, and reported by LAFiTau. ¢ It is a very fortu-
nate circumitance, faid they, that the Portuguefe are as
few in number as they are cruel in their difpofitions; juft
as it is with the tigers and lions with refpeét to the reft of
the animal creation, or otherwife there would foon be an
end of us men.”

With regard to the teftimonies of the perfons of confe-
quence here appealed to, I muft beg leave to obferve,that we
may at any time, without the leaft hefitation, call in queftion
any pofition which militates againft common fenfc. Be-
fides, in the Eaft-Indies, knowledge and the appearance of
truth are not always abfolutely infeparable from authority.
1 myfelf have heard a man belonging to the council at the
Cape, relate to ftrangers the moft ridiculous abfurdities con-
cerning the eountry in which he lived.  Stories of this kind
often orignate from the farmers and yeomen, who come
from a great diftance, and who often find their account in
amufing their rulers with pleafing tales; which, the more
wonderful they are, with the greater avidity they are fwal-
lowed. Another fource of thefe falfe reports is in the de-
praved difpofition of mankind, who are very prone to im-
pofe as much as they can on the credulity of the weak
@and fimple. Admitting it to be true, that the Romans
introduced into their public fpeftacles a great number of
lions, which, indeed, they might eafily colle&t from the
extenfive trats of country they poffefled in Africa and

G 2 Afia,
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Afia, vet it never can be confonant either with truth or pro-
bability, that armies of lions fhould be found in thefe quarters
of the globe, where only, accerding to the very probable pofi-
tion of M. pEBUFFON, they exift. So that when a later writer,
the Abb¢ pr MANET, in his defcription of the northern
part of Africa, affirms, that the fame kind of lion is like-
wife found in America, we may fafely confider this merely
as a hafty affertion, which is not warranted either by the au-
thority of others or by his own experience : indeed, this
author’s teftimony is much more to be credited when he in-
forms us, that the ¢ Negroes in the northern parts of Africa,
are ufed to catch lons in pits, but do not darc to eat any
of the fleth, for fear left the other lions fhould be re-
venged on them.” In this particular, however, I have not
found the Hottentots or inhabitants of the fouthern parts
of Africa equally fuperftitious, as they told me, that they
ate the fleth of lions, and looked upon it to be both geod
and wholefome. They likewife informed me, that the
lions as well as hyzenas, had been formerly much bolder
than they are at prefent, as they ufed to feize them at
night, and carry them off from their cottages: at the
{fame time they affured me, that alion that had once tafted
human fleth would never after, if he could help it, prey
upon any other. They added, that for the fame reafon
they were obliged to fix benches up in trees to fleep on ;
{o that they could not {o readily be caught unawares by the
lions, and might likewife the eafier defend them{elves when_
they were attacked by them.

So that, in fact, they were obliged to acknowledge, that
with the affiftance of the Chriftians and their fire-arms,

they
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this fierce animal ; while, on the other hand, I could not \ A~

but agree with them, that the colonifts themielves were a
much greater {courge to them than all the wild beafts of
their country put together; as the Hottcntot nations, fince
the arrival of the colonifts in this part of the world, have
found themfelves reduced to a much narrower {pace in their
poffeflions, and their numbers very much decreafed.

In thefe times, at leaft, the lion does not willingly at-
tack any animal openly, unlefs provoked, or extremcly
hungry ; in which latter cafe he is faid to fear no danger,
and to be repelled by no refiftance. The method in which
the lion takes his prey, is almoft always to {pring or throw
himfelf on it, with one vaft leap from the place of his
concealment ; yet, if he chances to mifs his leap, he will
not, as the Hottentots unanimoufly affured me, follow his
prey any farther; but, as though he were athamed, turn-
ing round towards the place where he lay in ambufh,
flowly, and ftep by ftep, as it were, meafures the exact
length between the two points, in order to find how much
too fhort of, or beyond the mark he had taken his leap.
One of thefe animals, however, was once known to purfue
an elk-antilope with the greateft eagernefs and ardour, with-
out any one getting to fee the end of the chafe. It is fin-
gular, that the foxes in Europe, according to M. COLLONN’S
Hifl. Nouv. de P'Univers, Tom. IV. p. 20. when they have
leaped fhort of their mark, and their prey has got away
from them, meafure the length of their leap, in the fame

manner as the lion does.
It
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It is particularly near rivers and fprings, that the lion
finds it beft anfwers his purpofe to lie in wait. Any ani-
mal whatever that is obliged to go thither in order to
quench its thirft, is in danger, tanquam canis ad Nilum,
of becoming a vi€tim to the irrefiftible power of this
blood-thirfty tyrant.

It {hould {eem, that in cafe gazels, and other fuch ani-
mals had fcent of the lion when he was near them, as
ftrong as it appeared to be in my horfes and oxen, they
might eafily avoid the danger. I do not know how the fact
really ftands; but it is poffible that the lion, like the fport{-
men of this country, may know {o well how to chufe the
place of its concealment, that the wind may drive its effluvia
from the fide whence it might be perceived by its prey.

Following the example of other travellers in fuch tracts
of this part of Africa as are infefted by lions, we always
took the precaution to make loud cracks with our large
ox-whip, whenever we were going to pafs a river. Thefe
cracks of a whip, which, in faé, make a louder noife, and
a greater vibration in the air than the difcharge from a
piftol, nay, are heard much farther than the report of a
gun, is looked upon as a very efficacious method of {caring
away wild beafts. Thefe large whips feem, therefore, to
have contributed not a little to the greater degree of dread
which, fince the arrival of the colonifts, the lions have of
mankind.

The lion’s method of taking its prey, as defcribed abovg,
is not, however, probably, fo univerfal as to be without
exception. Soon after my arrival at the Cape, I heard

6 {peak
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fpeak of a married woman, who fomewhere in the Carrow Tikmer,
country was Killed at her own door by a lion, which like- e
wifc ate up her hand; though others, indeed, thought fhe
camc by her death in a different manner. Several farmers
related to me the following fingular freak of a lion in
Carmndebo. _

¢ A few years ago a farmer on horfeback, with a led
horfe in hand, met with a lion, which had laid itfelf down
in the public road where the farmer was to pafs. Thus
circumftanced, he thought it moit advifeable to turn back,
but found the lion had taken a circle, and laid itfelf in his
way again; he was therefore obliged to turn back again,
and {o alternately backwards and forwards. Whether the
lion was {cared away by feveral more travellers coming up
or no, 1 cannot fay that I recolle¢t; for I find, that I have
forgot to make a minute of the ftory, probably, becaufe
I did not think my authority fufficiently to be depended
upon. The following occurrence, however, I think I
may relate, as being tolerably well authenticated, and ferv-
ing to fhew the cowardice and infidious -difpofition of the
lion.

¢« An elderly Hottentot in thc fervice of a Chriitian,
near the upper part of Sunday-river on the Camdebo fide,
perceived a lion following him at a great diftance for two
hours together. Thence he naturally concluded, that the
lion only waited for the approach of darknefs, in order to
snake him his prey; and in the mecan time, could not ex-
pect any other than to ferve for this fierce animal’s fupper,
inafmuch as he had no other weapon of defence than a
ftick, and knew that he could not get home before it was

dark.
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dark. But as he was well acquainted with the nature of
the lion, and the manner of its feizing upon its prey, and
at the fame time had leifure between whiles to ruminate
on the ways and means in which it was moit likely that
his exiftence would be put an end to, he at length hit
on a method of faving his life, for which, in fact, he had to
thank his meditations upon death, and the fmall {kill he had
in zoology, (or, to {peak plainly, his knowledge of the na-
ture of animals.) For this purpofe, inftead of making the
beft of his way home, he looked out for a klpkrans, (fo they
gencrally call a rocky place level and plain at top, and hav-
ing a perpendicular precipice on one fide of it,) and fitting
himfelf down on the edge of one of thefe precipices, he
found, to his great joy, that the lion likewife made a halt,
and kept the fame diftance as before. As foon as it grew
dark, the Hottentot fliding a little forwards, let himf{elf
down below the upper edge of the precipice upon fome
proje¢ting part or cleft of the rock, where he could juit
keep himfelf from falling. But in.order to cheat the lion
fill more, he fet-his hat and cloak on the ftick, making
with it at the fame time a gentle motion juft over his head,
and a little way from the edge of the mountain. This crafty
expedient had the defired fuccefs. He did not ftay long
in that fituation, before the lion came creeping foftly to-
wards him like a cat, and miftaking the fkin-cloak for the
Hottentot himfelf, took his leap with fuch exaétnefs and
precifion, as to fail headlong down the precipice, directlx
dofe to the fnare which had been fet up for him; when
the Hottentot js faid, in his great joy, exultingly to have

called
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called out, #FZaifi, an interjection of very extenfive im-
port and fignification.”

This is not the only inftance of lions in Africa being
enfnared in the midft of their leap. In the out-houfes
and wafte grounds about farms, where a lion has been
upon the watch for fome animal and miffed it, or where
they have other reafons to expect him, they fet up the
figure of a man clofe by the fide of feveral loaded guns;
fo that thefe difcharge themfelves into the body of the
beaft, at the very inftant that he {prings or throws him-
felf upon the drefled figure.

As this is done with fo much eafe and fuccefs, and as
they hardly ever think it worth while in Africa to take
lions alive, they feldom give themfelves the trouble of
catching them by means of pit-falls. From all the moft
credible accounts I could colle¢t concerning the lions, as
well as from what I {faw myfelf, I think I may {afely con-
clude, that this wild beaft is frequently a great coward ;
that is, very deficient in point of courage comparatively
to his ftrength: on the other hand, however, he often
fhews an unufual degree of intrepidity, of which I will
juft mention the following inftance, as it was related to me.

¢ A lion had broken into a walled inclofure for cattle
through the latticed gate, and done a good deal of damage.
The people belonging to the farm, were well affured of his
coming again by the fame way; in confequence of which,
they ftretched a line direétly acrofs the entrance, fo thick
fet with loaded guns, that they muft neceffarily difcharge
themfelves into the lion’s body as foon as ever he fhould
come, which they firmly expeted he would, to difplace
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the line with his breaft. But the lion, which came in
the day-time before it was yet dark, and probably had
fome fuipicions with refpect to the line, ftruck it away with
his foot; and without betraying the leaft fear in confequence
of the reports made by the loaded pieces, went on fteadily
and carclefs of every thing, and devoured the prey it had
left untouched before.”

M. BurroN (Tom. IX. p. ¥.) tells us, on the authority
of MarMoL and THEVENOT, that the lions, which in the
more cultivated and inhabited parts of Barbary and India,
are ufed to experience man’s {uperiority, fometimes {uffcr
them{clves to be intimidated with a few ftrokes of a ftick
(and that even by women and children) from carrying off
their prey. This accords with feveral accounts that I heard
at the Cape, of {laves who had had courage enough, with
a knife or fome other weapon ftill more infignificant, to
defend their mafter’s cattle, which had been attacked in the
dark by a lion.

It is fingular, that the lion, which, according to many,
always kills his prey immediately if it belongs to the brute
creation, is reported frequently, although provoked, to
content himfelf with merely wounding the human fpecies ;
or at leaft, to wait fome time before he givé® the fatal blow
to the unhappy vi&tim he has got under him. A farmer,
who the year before had the misfortune to be a fpetator
of a lion’s feizing two of his oxen, at the very inftant he
had taken them out of the waggon, told me, that they
immediately fell down dead upon ‘the fpot clofe to each
other; though, upon examining the carcafes afterwards,
it appeared that their backs only had been broken. In

feveral
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feveral places through which I paffed, they mentioned to
me by name a father and his two fons, who were faid to
be ftill living, and who being on foot near a river on their
eftate in fearch of a lion, this latter had rufhed out upon
them, and thrown one of them under his feet; the two
others, however, had had time enough to fhoot the lion
dead upon the {pot, which had lain almoft acrofs the
youth {o nearly and dearly related to them, without hav-
ing done him any particular hurt.

I myfelf faw, near the upper part of Duyven-bock-rivier,
an elderly Hottentot, who at that time (his wounds being
ftill open) bore under one eye and underneath his cheek-
bone the ghaftly marks of the bite of a lion, which did
not think it worth his while to give him any other chatftife-
ment for having, together with his mafter (whom I alfo
knew) and feveral other Chriftians, hunted him with great
intrepidity, though without fuccefs. The converfation
ran every where in this part of the country upon one BoTa,
a farmer and captain in the militia, who had lain for fome
time under a lion, and had received feveral bruifes from
the beaft, having been at the fame time a good deal bitten
by him in one arm,. as a token to remember him by; but
upon the whole, had, in a manner, had his life given him
by this noble animal. The man was faid then to be living
in the diftri¢t of Ariaquas-kigof.

I do not rightly know how to account for this merciful
difpofition towards mankind. Does it proceed from the
lion’s greater refpet and veneration for man, as being equal
to, or even a mightier tyrant than himielf among the
animal creation? or is it merely from the fame caprice,
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por7s.  which has fometimes induced him not only to {pare the

A~ life of men or brute creature$ who have been given up to
him for prey, but even to carefs them, and treat them
with the greateft kindnefs ? Whims and freaks of this kind
have, perhaps, in a great meafure acquired the lion the
reputation it has for generofity; but I cannot allow this
fpecious name, facred only to virtue, to be lavithed upon
a wild beaft. Slaves, indeed, and wretches of {ervile minds,
are wont with this attribute to flatter their greateft tyrants;
but with what thew of reafon can this attribute be beftow-
ed upon the moft powerful tyrant among quadrupeds, be-
caufe it does not exercife an equal degree of cruelty upon
all occafions ?

That the lion does not, like the wolf, tiger, and fome
other beafts of prey, kill a great deal of game or cattle
at one time, perhaps, proceeds from this, that while he
is employed in attacking one or two of them, the re-
mainder fly farther than it accords with the natural indo-
lence of this beaft to follow them. If this be called genero-
fity, a cat may be ftyled generous with refpect to the rats;
as I have feen this creature in the fields among a great
number of the latter, where fhe could have made a great
havock at once, {eize on a fingle one only, and run off
with it. The lion and the cat likewife, very much re-
femble each other, in partly {leeping out, and partly paffing
away in a quiet inactive ftate a great part of their time,
in which hunger does not urge them to go in queft of
their prey.

From what I have already related, and am farther about
to mention, we may conclude, that it is not in magnani-

Iity,
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mity, as many will have it to be, but in an infidious and
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cowardly difpofition, blended with a certain degree of ey

pride, that the general charater of the lion confifts: and

that hunger muft naturally have the effect of now and then
infpiring fo ftrong and nimble an animal with uncommon

intrepidity and courage. Moreover, being accuftomed al-

ways itfelf to kill its. own food, and that with the greateft

eafe, as meeting with no refiftance, and even frequently to
devour it reeking and weltering in its blood, it cannot but
be eafily provoked, and acquire a greater turn for cruelty
than for generofity : but, on the other hand, not being ac-
cuftomed to meet with any refiftance, it is no wonder that
when it does, it fhould fometimes be faint-hearted and creft-
fallen; and,as I have already faid, fuffer itfelf to.be fcaredaway
with a cudgel. Here follows another inftance of this fact.

¢ A yeoman, a man'of veracity, (JAcor Kok, of Zes-

koe-rivier,) related to me an- adventure he had in thefe
words : One day walking over his lands with: his leaded
gun, he unexpeltedly met with a lion: Being an excel-
lent fhot, he thought himfelf pretty certain, in the pofi-
tion he was in, of killing it, and therefore fired his piece.

Unfortunately he did not recollect, that the charge had been-
m it for fome time, and confequently was damp;- fo that his-

piece hung fire, and the ball falling fhort, entered the ground
clofe to the lion. In confequence of this he was feized with
a panic, and took directly to his feet; but being foon out of
breath, and clofely purfued by the lion, he jumped up on

a little heap of ftones, and there made a ftand, prefenting:

the butt-end of his gun to his adverfary, fully refolved to

defend his life as well. as he could to the. utmoft. My
friend
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friend did, not take upon him, to. determine, whether this

had, however, fuch an effe¢t upon the creature, that it
likewife made a ftand : and what, was ftill more fingular,
laid itfelf down at the diftance of a few paces froma the
heap of ftones feemingly quite unconcerned. The {portf-
man, in the mean while, did not dare to ftir a ftep from
the {pot; befides, in his flight he had the misfortune to
lofe his powder-horn. At length, after waiting a good
half hour, the lion rofg up, and at firft went very {flowly,
and ftep. by ftep, as if it had a,mind to ftcal off; but as
foon as it got te- a greater diftance, it began to bound
away at a great rate, It is very probable, that the lion,
like the hy®na, does not eafily venture upon any creature
that makes a ftand: againft it, and: puts itfelf in a pofture
of defence. It is well known, that it does not, like the
hound, find out its prey by the {cent, neither does it openly
hunt other animals. At leaft, the only inftance ever known
of this, is that whichk I have mentioned before, in Vol.
L. p. 307. in which it is fpoken of as having hunted an
elk-antilope : though it might poflibly be, that this wild
beaft was reduced by-extreme hunger to fuch 'an extraor-
dinary expedient., The lipny neverthelefs, is {wift of foot.
Two hunters informed me,, that an imprudent and fool-
hardy companion of theirs, was clofely purfued by a lion
in their fight, and very neatly overtaken by it, though he
was mounted on an excellent hunter.

The lion’s ftrength is: confidgrable. ‘This animal was
oncg feen at the Cape to. take an; heifer in his mouth, and
though the legs of ¢his latter dragged on the, ground, ‘yet

feemed
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feemed to carry her off with the fame cafe as a cat does a
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rat, It likewife leaped over a broad dike with her, with- \wau

‘out the leaft difficulty. A buffalo, perhaps, would be too
cumberfome for this beaft of prey, notwithftanding his
ftrength, to feize and carry off with him in the manner
above-mentioned. Two yeomen, upon whofe veracity I
can place fome confidence, gave me the following account
relative to this matter.

¢ Bceing a hunting near Bo/bies-man-rivier with feveral
Hottentots, they perceived a lion dragging a buffalo from
the plain to a neighbouring woody hill. They, however,
foon forced it to quit its prey, in order to make a prize of
it themf{elves; and found that this wild beaft had had the
fagacity to take out the buffalo’s large and unwicldy entrails,
in order to be able the eafier to make off with the flethy
and more eatable part of the carcafe. The wild beaft,
however, as {foon as he faw from the {kirts of the wood,
that the Hottentots had begun to catry off the flefh to the
waggon, frequently pecped out wpon them, and probably
with no little mortification.” The lion’s ftrength, however,
is faid not to be fufficient alone to get the better of fo large
and ftrong an animal as the buffalo; but, in order to make
it his prey, this fierce creature is obliged to have recourfc
both to agility and ftratagem; infomuch, that ftealing on
the buffalo, it faftens with both its paws upon the noftrils
and mouth of the beaft, and keeps fqueezing them clofe
together, till at length the creature is ftrangled, wearied
out, and dies. A certain colonift, according to report, had
had an opportunity of feeing an attack of this kind ; and

others had reafon to conclude, that fomething of this na-
ture



56 A VOYAGE ToOo THE
1775:  ture had paffed, from feeing buffaloes, which had efcaped

Im' from the clutches of lions, and bore the marks of the claws
-of thefe animals about their mouth and nofe. They affert-
-ed, however, that the lion itfelf rifqued its-life in fuch at-
‘tempts, efpecially if any other buffalo was .at hand to
refcue that which was attacked. It was faid, that .a tra-
«veller once had .an opportunity of feeing a female buffalo
with her calf, defended by a river at her back, keep for a
long time at bay five lions which had partly furrounded
her, but did not (at leaft as long as the traveller looked on)
dare to attack her. I have been informed from very good
authority, that on a plain to the caft of Kromsme-rivier, a
‘lion had been gored and trampled to death by a herd of
cattle; having, urged probably by hunger, ventured to
-attack them 4in broad day-light.

This the reader will, perhaps, not fo much wonder at,
-when he is told, thatin the day-time, and upon an open
‘plain, twelve or fixteen dogs will eafily get the better of alarge
lion. There is no neceflity for the dogs, with which the
Jion is to be hunted, to be very large and trained up to the
dport, as M. Burron thinks they fhould be, the bufinefs
being perfectly well accomplifhed with the common farm-
‘houfe dogs. When thefe have got pretty near the lion,
the latter, from a greatnefs of foul, does not offer to fly
any farther, but fits himfelf down. The hounds then fur-
round him, and, rufhing on him all at once, are thus,
with their united ftrength, able to tear in pieces, almoft
in an inftant, the firongeft of all wild beafts. It is faid,
that he has feldom time to give more than two or three
flight ftrokes with. his paws, ‘(each of which ftrokés is

inftant
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uxftant death) to an equal number of his affailaats. M.pE |
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BurroN afferts alfo, that the lion may be hunted on horfe- A~

back, but that the horfes as well as the dogs mutit be train-
ed toit: this is probably a mere conjecture of that ingenious
author, as he does not mention his informers on this point.
In Africa, the colonifts hunt the Jion with common hunting
horfes ; indeed, I do not know how they could eafily be
able to get horfes trained up only to the chafe of the lion.
It is faid, that hories in battle, or in other dangerous
enterprizes, {uffer themfelves more willingly to be capari-
foned by:their riders than at other times; a circumftance
which I think I have likewife remarked in thefe animals,
on expeditions, where the danger, indeed, was not {o great,
as in hunting the buffalo and rhinoceros, when they have
paffed rivers, and gone up and down fteep places and pre-
cipices with the greateft alacrity. Our horfes, the very
fame as had feveral times, in the manner above-mentioned,
fhewn their difquietude when the lion happened to be in
the vicinity of them, and which were not in the leaft train-

¢d to the chafe, once exhibited .a {pirit in the purfuit of,

two large lions, equal.to that which they had fhewn at
other times in chafing the timid gazels. Though, in fadt,
hunting horfes feem to partake much more of their mafter’s
pleafure in the chafe: I remember in particular, at Agter
Bruntfes Hpogte, 1 rode a-horfe.which, by a tremulous
found iffuing from. its cheft, cocking up its ears, and prancipg
and capering, difcovered, in an unequivocal manner, its
ardour for the chafe, whenever it came-in fight of the
larger kind of game. - . There have even been inftances of
hunting horfes; who, when the hunter has jumped off

VoL. IL I their
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o077, their backs in erder to difcharge his piece, but has miffed

\~~ his mark, have, in their eagernefs for the chafe, not al-
lowed him time fufficient to mount again, but followed
the game alone for hours together, clofe at its very heels,
in all its turnings and windings.

The chafe of the lion‘on horfeback is; in fat, carried
on in the fame manner as that of the elephant, which I
have already defcribed in Vol. I. p. 31 g5 but as various parti-
culars, hitherto unknowh, concerning the lion’s difpofition,
may be learned from it, a defcription of it here will, per-
haps, not be fuperfluous ; “and, in cafe 1 fhould be too mi-
nute and circuimnftantial, Tfhall hope for the indulgence of the
candid reader ;  particularly of {ich of them as are fport{fmen,
and are com{tious with ‘what high glee and fatisfaction they
are wont to defcribe, ‘with the utthoft minutenefs and pro-
lixity, every turning and ‘winding of a poor timid hare.

It is only on the plains, that the hunters venture to ‘go
out on horfeback after the lon. If it keeps in fome cop-
pice, or woody on 'a rifing graund, they endeavour to teaze
it with- dogs till it comes out; they likewife prefer going
together two or more 'in mumber, in order to be able to
affift and refcue-each other; in cafe the 'firfk fhot fhould
not take place,

‘When the hon fees ‘the'honters ata- great diftance, it is
wnivérfally allowed, that He takes to his heels as faft as
ever he can, in order to get outof their fight; but if they
chance to difcover him at a {mall ‘diftatice from them, he is
“hen faid to’ walk off in a furly tianner; - butwithout putting
R in ‘the leaft hurry, as'though he was” above thew-
ing any fear, when e finds himfelf difcovered or hunted.

He
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He is thereforc reported- Ekewife, when he finds himfelf WL
pur{ued with vigour, to be {oon provoked to refiftance, or \ =~
at leaft he difdains -any longer to fly. Confequently he
flackens his pace, and at length only fidles flowly off ftep
by ftep,. all the while eying his purfuers afkaunt; and fi-
nally makes a full ftop, and turning round upon them, and
at the fame time giving himfelf a fhake, roars with a fhort
and fharp tone, in order to fhew his indignation, being
ready to feize on them and tear them .in pieces. This is
now precifely the time for the hunters to be upon the fpot,
or clie to get as {oon as pofitble within a certain diftance of
him, yet {o as at the fame time to keep at a proper diftance
from each other; and he that is neareft, or is mo® advan~
tageoufly pofted, and hasthe beft mark of that part of the
lion’s body which contains his. heart and lungs, muft be
the firft to jump off his horfe, and, fecuring the bridle by
putting it round his army- difcharge his piece ;- then in an
inftant recovering his {feat, muft ride obliquely athivart his
companions; and, in fine, giving his-herfe the reins, muft
truit entirely to the {peed and fear of this latter; to convey him
out of the reach of the fury of the wild beaft, in cafe he'has
only wounded him,.or hasabfolutely miffed him. . In either
of thefe cafes, a fair opportunity prefents it(elf forfome of the
other hanters to-jumyp: off theirtiorfes diredtlys- as they' may
then take-thetr aim and:difcharge-their pieces with greater
coolnefs and certainty. Should this thot likewife mifs, (which,
however,  feldaini happens,). the third: {port{man ‘rides after
the lion,+ which' at that'inftant i8"iry parfisit of the firft or
the feoondy: anedy: {prieging: off - his~ horfe;: fives “his piece,
as-{oet1 as e hisegor:within:a proper’ diftance; and -ﬁnf-:liis a
1 o {uffici-
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fufficiently convenient part of the animal prefent itfelf,
efpecially obliquely from behind.  If now the lion turns
upon him too, the other hunters turn again, in order to
come to his refcue with the charge, which they loaded
with on horfeback, while they were flying from the wild
beatft.

No inftance has ever been known, of any misfortune
happening to the hunters in chafing the lion on horfeback..
The African colonifts, who are born in, or have had the
courage to remove into the more remote parts of Africa,
which are expofed to the ravages of wild beafts, are moftly
good mark{men, and are far from wanting courage. ‘The
lion, that has the boldnefs to feize on their cattle, which are
the moft valuable part of their property, {fometimes at their
very doors, is-'as odious to them, as he is dangerous and
noxious. They confequently feek out thefe animals, and
hunt them with the greateft ardour and glee, with a view
to exterminate them. When the lion, therefore, comecs
upon their grounds, itis much the fame as if they were go-
ing to fight pro @rys et focis ; and I have heard feveral yeo-
men at Agrer Brumijes Hoggte, when I was out a hunting
with themy merely exprefs a wifh to meet with the lions, in
cafe there were any in that neighbourhood, without men-
tioning a word about fheoting them ;.a fign, that with re-
gard to that part of the' bufinefs they were pretty fure of
their hands.

The lion is by no means hard to kill. 'Fhofe: who have
had occafion to thoot feveral of thefe animals, . have affured
me,. that while buffaloes -and the larger {pecies-of antilopes.
will now and then make their efcape and run fairly off

with
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with a ball in their bowels, or in the cavity of their abdo-
men, of which 1 myf{elf have feen inftances, the lion, on the
contrary, on being fhot in this manner, will be thrown into
a vomiting, and be difabled from running. But be thavas
it may, it is natural:to- ~fuppgfe, that a well-directed fhot
that enters the heart or »1un<rs, ﬂmu,lg_gu@ce to kill the lion,
as well as the ele;ahant and even;m&;er greature : thercfore,
as M. pE BUFFON achmw‘![_edges, that the lion’s hide cannot
withftand either ball or dart, it is inconceiveable how it
fhould come into-this author’s head to affert, without hay-
ing the leaft authority for it, that this furious beaft is hard-
ly ever to be killed with a fingle fhot.

The hides of lions are looked upon as being inferior to,
and more rotten than thofe of cows, and are feldom made
ufe of at the Cape, excepting for the {ame purpofc as horfes
hides. I met with a farmer, however, who ufed a lion’s
hide for upper leathers to his fhoes, and fpoke highly of
them, as being phable and lafting.

The next morning, being the 13th, we were Iucky
enough to fhoot a buffalo fatter than the former. (For a fi-
gure of this animal, vide Plate I1. of this volume.). This was
a great treat for my Hottentots, and, indeed, for myf{elf, as
the flefh of the other was grown putrid in.confequence of
the warmth of the weather, and the bad quality of the meat
itfelf. Befides, I had now a befter opportunity of drawing
up a defcription of this beaft, which has been hitherto un-
known, and at the fame time of making a rough draught
of it,.. Immediately after the report of the gun, we {aw the
buffalo fall upon its knees; he afterwards, however, raifed
himfelf up, and ran fever or eight hundred paces into a

8 thicket,
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thicket, and directly upon this, with a. moft dreadful bellow-

A~/ ing, gave us tounderftand that it was all over with him.., All

this together formed a {pectacle, which moft {portimen would
have been highly delighted to have been prefent at.  This
creature, as well as moft of the larger kind of game, was
fhot by the Hottentot whom my friend and: boft at Seq- cow-
ztver had fent along with me, by way. of-being my guide
and markfman. Even fome of the beft huntfmen among
the farmers are obliged, for the moft part, to make ufe of
Hottentats by way. of bufh-~-hunters:; as in their fkin cloaks
they do nat excite the attention of the wild beafts, {0 much
as the Chriftians do in theirdres,  They are likewife ready
at any time when; there is occafien for it, to go bare-foot,
and crawl foftly upon their bellies, till. they come within a
proper diftance of the animal. ;, Moreaver, when the buffalo
at. length i xs 1rn£at¢d, the. Hoﬁ:tenmts can mugch eafier efcape
from the danger which threatens: them, than-aChriftian. I
myf{elf, on another occafion,. {aw two Hottentots run with
amazing {wiftnefs, when a buffalo. was in parfuit of them.

It was not:without the greateft difcontent: on the part
of my: Hottenttm, that I.made a.draught;-and took the di-
menfions of this buffaloy: thus: preventiag:them,. in the
mean while,. from falling aboa:;;d of thexflethu - Neither did:
they. afterwards; delay ope/moment:to, out-a few flices off
and. broil themi: . They: lewife Jaid two benes-on .the fire
ta: breil,, for the: fake of. the ‘marrow: . After this they:
began:to, take. out, the.entrails,: whi
teftimony.of, my. Hotm 24 fi ' gk .of-
amoxs. the buffalolsy me mmhm ambmkc
up.maresroom, 3nd:indeed  gave; us Be:digtie steoubls: in

clearing
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clearing them away; for the diameter of this creature’s plII%

body was full three feet. Py
Upon the whale, the {ize of the buffalo was as follows:
the length eight feet, the height five and a half, and the
forelegs two feet and a half long; the larger hoofs were
five inches over; from the tip of the muzzle to the horns
was twenty-two inches. ‘This animal in fhape, as may be
feen in the plate, very much refembled the common ox;
but the buffalo has much flouter limbs, in proportion to its
height and length. 'Their fetlocks hang likewife nearer
to the ground. The horns are fingular, both in their form
and pofition; the bafes of them are thirteen inches broad,
and are only an inch diftance from 'each other; by which
means, there is formed between them a narrow channel or
furrow, in a great meafure bare of hair. Meafuring them
from this furrow, the horns## up in a fpherical form,
with an elevation of three inches at moft. In this
way they extend over a great part of the head, viz.
from the nape of the meck to the -diftance of three
and a half inches from' the eyes; fo that the part from
‘which they grow-out, does not eccupy a {pace of lefs than
eighteen or twenty inches in circamference. From hence
bending down on’ each ‘fide of the nedk, and becoming
more cylindrical by degrees, they each of them form a curve,
the convex part of which is turned towards the ground, and
the point-up in the airy which, however, at the fame time is
generally iniclined backwards.  The diftance between the
points of the lioms is froquently above five feet; 'the colour
of them is Klatk 3 and the furface to within about a third
part of thiens imeafared fsom the Dale, is very rough and
craggy,
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Do 7% CYaggy, with cavities $ometimes an inch deep. Neither

W~ thefe cavities, nor the elevations which are formed between

them, appear to be at all accidental, as there is a tolcra-

ble fimilarity between thefe excrefences, though they are

very different in different buffaloes. The ears are a foot in

length, fomewhat pendant, and in a great meafure covered

and defended by the lower edges of the horns. The edges

of the ears are notched and fhrivelled up in divers ways,

which probably proceeds from the wounds thefe creatures

frequently receive-in their battles with each other, aml

from the rents they get in the briars and almoft impcne-

- trable thickets through which they pafs together, with 6ther

cafualties of that nature. Though feveral Hottentots have

been induced from thence to imagine, that the buffaloes

“belonged to certain {fupernatural beings, who marked thefe

animals in this manner.gﬁtheir own cattle. By way of

naming thefe beings to me, they madeufe of the word
duyvely, which means devil.

The hairs of the buffalo are of a dark brown colour,
about an inch long, harfh, and, on fuch males as are ad-
vanced in years, very thin, efpecially on the middle of the
fides of the belly; hence they appear at {fome diftance as
if they were girt with a belt; .and what contributes not a
little to this appearance is; that the buffaloes in general are
very fond of rolling in themire. . - The hairs on the knees
are in moft buffaloes fomewhat longer than thofe on the reft
of the body, and lie, as it were, in: whirls. . The eyes are
{fomewhat  funk within:their. prominent orbitsv,. ‘This, to-
gether with the near. fitwation of them to.:the bafes of
the horns, which hang fomewhat :over its:'pendant dang-

ling
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ling ears, and its ufual method of holding its head inclined p 2%
to one fide, gives the buffalo a fierce and treacherous af- v
pect.  The difpofition likewife of the animal feems to
correfpond with its countenance. He may in {fome fort be
called treacherous, as he is wont to hide himfelf among the
trees, and ftand there fkulking till fomebody happens to come
very near him, when he ruthes out at once into the road,
and fometimes attacks them. ‘This animal likewife de-
ferves the appellation of fierce and cruel, as it has been
remarked, that, not content with throwing down and killing
the perfon whom he attacks, he ftands over him afterwards,
in order to trample upon him with his hoofs and heels, at
the fame time crufhing him with his knees, and with his
horns and teeth tearing to pieces and mangling the whele
body, and ftripping off the {Kin by licking it with his tongue.
'This, however, he does not do all at once, but at intervals,
going away between whiles to fome diftance off.  Notwith-
ftanding all this, the buffalo will bear to be hunted; though
fometimes he will turn and hunt his purfuer, whofe only
dependence in. that cafe is upon the fiviftnefs of his fteed.
The fureft way to efcape from him is to ride up fome hill,
as the great bulk of the buffalo’s body, like that of the ele-
phant, is @ weight fufficient to prevent him from being able
to vie with the flender and fine-limbed horfe in {fwiftnefs;
though, on the ether hand, the buffalo, in going down-hill,
gets on much fafter than the horfe; a fact to which I have
more than once been an eye-witnefs.

The buffalo -is faid to be:of a very hot nature, by rea-
fon -that, -according to- the moft authentic information I
could ‘procure, ‘when thoroughly warmed in hunting, he

YovL. IL K throws
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throws himfelf into the firft water he meets with, whe-
ther it be frefh or falt. One thing is certain, and that is,
that he frequently, and feemingly with great pleafure, wal-
lows in the mire; and from this circumftance it is fup-
pofed he could not, with any profpeét of fuccefs, be tamed
for the voke, as when he was weary and warm, he would
throw himfelf into the neareft water, or be guilty of fome
other tricks.

Mr. HEMMING, the fub-governor, had, during my rc-
fidence at the Cape, endeavoured to tame a buffalo; but
it was faid, that this animal was too wild, and at the {umc
time too ftrong and ungovermable to be confined by any
yoke or harnefs whatever; .or to be kept in order and fub-
je€tion by the tame oxen, which were trained for that pur-
pofe, and along with' which hie was t0 be yoked.

“+0n my return through Krakekamma 1 faw a buffalo-
calf, as tame as any of the ordinary calves with which it
was grazing. It had been taken foon after it was brought
into the world, having theé navel-ftring hanging to it; but
notwithftanding "its* being o *’young, it made great refift-
ance to the people whe caught it. A fortnight afterwards
it ‘had already acquired {fo much ﬂi’%ngt"h, that the owner
of it, a ftout lufty man, Found it qult to lead it along.
In fack, it was fomewhat' tﬂﬁe‘t and much fotter than other
calves of the fame age.” “THe colour of it was a very
light: brown, the hairsdong and rough, and on theé back
lying in whirls; in the hape of the neck thefe fame hairs
incdined forwards, whlle thofe' on ¥lie forehead Wére turn-
ed backwards; on the lip, “fome “of theﬁ:*wm ”iéﬂg and
fiffs5and indeed, they weére of 4 'cofifiderable 1ng#h on the

whole
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whole of the lower jaw, and under the belly. The fore-
part of this creature appeared to be low in proportion to
the reft of its body ; the head was large, and the ears long
and pendent; the legs fhorter than thofe of an ordinary
calf; and its afpe¢t fulky and treacherous. The owner in-
tended to prefent it to the governor for his menagerie.
For my part, I do not in the leaft doubt of the poffibility
of breaking buffaloes for the yoke, provided the calves
arc taken very young, and are put to it at an early period,
and for a long time together. By a properly adapted
{paring diet, and frequently milking the cows, thefe ani-
mals might, after feveral generations, lofe as much of their
ficrcenefs as might be thought neceffary, and yet retain fo
much of their native vigour as to be ftronger than the
common oxen. It would be a curious experiment; to cou-
ple the male or female buffalo with a common bull or
cow. Moft of the wild buffalo~-calves that I have feen
were, like the tame one I have juft defcribed, of a
light brown colour; and the younger they were, the paler
was the colour. « I have already obferved, under the date
of the gth of this month, with what ftrength the buffalo
preffed into the midft of the clofeft thickets; in this the

bealt is aflifted by the broad part of its horns, which, at

the fame time that it ferves to pierce through the prickly
bufhes, is of -ufe in guarding and faving its eyes.

The fleth of the buffalo is coarfe and not very fat, but
full of juice, and of a. high and not difagrecable fla-
vour.. . The hide is thick and tough, and is in great re-
queft with the;farmers for thongs and harneffes. Of it
we made. the anly halters that can be depended upon for

K 2 fecuring
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Mol Sier. fecuring our horfes and oxen; fo that thefe beafts cannot

A~ get Joofe by fnapping them afunder, which they are other-
wife apt to do, when the lions and wolves make their ap-
pearance in the neighbourhood. ™ Every fuch halter fhould
be a finger and a half in breadth, and about three vards
long, and arc fold a good way up in the country for a
quarter of a rixdollar apiece.

The hide of the buffalo we had now fhot, after it had
been dreffed in fome fort by my Hottentots, by being
ftretched out and falted a little, and afterwards half dried,
ferved to make a pair of new four-plaited traces for my
waggon. We obferved, that the ball had hit the lower
part of the neck and entered the lungs, where, though it
did not {feem to have ftruck againft any bone, and though
i1t 'was alloyed with the ufual’ quantity of tin, it was yet
found to be pretty much flattened. In other buffaloes that
we fhot fince, I have fometimes found the balls, though al-
loyed with tin, fhivered into feveral pieces againft the bones,
in the internal parts, or at leaft, very much flattened. Itis
not, therefore; worth while to fet about thooting the buffalo
with balls made of lead only, for they will feldom be
able to penetrate into thofe parts where they are likely to
prove mortal. Befides, being poffeffed of the degree of
hardnefs requifite, a ball'fHould be'of a tolerable fize, in
order to kill fo large an animal as the buffalo. The lcaft
that ought to be ufed for this purpofe, thould weigh two
ounces and a quarter.

I have fpoken of the buffilo; a3 being an animal hi-
therto unknown. So, in facty I-prefume to'call it, a5 1 am
the firft that have given a defeription and: drawing of it,

which
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which I have done in the Swedifh Tranfations, by the
name of the dos Caffer. My readers will, perhaps, excufe
me for making ufe, in a great meafure, of the fame words
in both places, and for being here more diffufe and cir-
cumftantial.

In M. pr'BurroN, Tom. XI. p. 416. Tab. 41. we find
the horns only engraved, as they were brought from the
Cape by the Abbé pE 1.A CAILLE.

The Abbé pE MANET, Tom. II. p. 129. gives us a few
lines concerning a fort of. buffalo, which feems to anfwer
this which I call the bos Caffer. Mr. PENNANT, in the
laft cdition of his Synopfis of Quadrupeds, Vol. L. p. 29.
{peaks likewife of this fpecies of buffalo.

My Hottentots fhewed fo much diligence and zeal both
in cutting up and eating this beaft, that the encourage-
ment and ftimulation, which is otherwife frequently ne-
ceffary to fet their fluggith and heavy fouls in motion,
would on this occafion have been quite fuperfluous. They
drove the waggon then up to the place where the beaft lay,
and loaded it with the beft and fatteft part of the flefh. The
raw hide, which was of confiderable weight and extent,
was tied under the waggon till it fhould be wanted, and
the two remaining legs or marrow-bones were faftened to
each fide of the body of the waggon. Notwithftanding
this, our Bo/bies-mien had each of them loaded themfelves
with a quantity of flips of fleth made up into bundles.
‘Thus covered up to the eyes and cars in meat, we made a
fingular appearance, which might have given any traveller
that-had bappened to pafs that way, the idea of a walking
fle(h-market. - As we proceeded on our journey, a fwarm

of
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of other carnivorous animals in a confiderable number,
viz. ecagles, falcons, and common hawks, were fcen foon
atterwards to occupy our places about the buffalo’s re-
mains; though we faw none of them either in the trees
or flying about in the air, till we had got to the diftance
of a few gun-fhots from the {pot.

We had {carcely got half an x#r on our road, beforc we
faw a great number of guaggas, with a huge fat Cape-elk ;
and befides this, on the open plains, two male buffaloes
came within feventy paces of us.

It was fingular enough, that thefe latter did not.fcem
to perceive gither us or out waggon for a long while, till
we made an intolerable noife with laughing and talking ;
when at length they looked up at us, but ftaid, notwith-
ftanding, a good while before they betoak themfelves. to
flight. |

My Hottentots, who faw I was fond of hunting of dif-
ferent forts, the chafe of flies and butterflies not except-
ed, thought it very. firange that I thould now neither fhoot
thefe animals myfelfy, nor fuffer them to do it. They,
however, owned at length, that I was perfectly in the
right, in confequence of my reminding them, that they
werg covered up to the eyes in buffal’s fat; and that the
flefh with which they hadalready loaded the waggon, both
infide and out, would be quite putrid before they could
cat it all up; that they ought not to put themfelves on a
level with fo voracious a beaft as the wolf, of which they
often expreffed their hatred -and abhorrencey: ap- account
of its killing and wounding every thing it met with ; “and
finally, that thefe buffaloes, if they were fpared at prefent,

I and
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and not fcared away, might prove extremely ufeful to
fomebody elfe; perhaps, indeed, to ourfclves on our return
home. This moderation acquired me afterwards a great
deal of refpet from many of the colonifts, as with
great reafon, they were very much difcontented with the
capricious conduét of feveral fportfmen, who, merely for
the pleafure of fhooting, are guilty of wafting the trea-
fures of nature in the moft unjuftifiable manner; and by
unneceflarily deftroying the game, {poil their own {port in
future, as well as that of others. For when they now and
then make a little hunting cxcurfion (as they term it) they
feldom or ever return from the purfuit of a herd of game,
before they have made a great havock among them, though
the carcafes are afterwards left to rot on the ground. It
is true, at every fhot they take they leap off thcir horfes,
to d1fch"u'ge their pieces; but mounting again immediate-
, load their guns, at the fame time that they are conti-
numg the purfuit of the gazels. Inthe mean time, I could
not help pi¢turing to my imagination, the pleafure which,
on the other hand, fuch a fhot as I had had that day,
would have given me in the South Sea, when T might have
treated myfelf #nd my famifhed mefs-mates with fome ex-
cellent high-flavoured roaft beef of buffalo’s flefh.
We took the oxen out of the waggon, and baited a con-
fiderable time at the river Keft;__/f kunni aati, which, in the

Hottentot language, bears pretty nearly the fignification of

Let not the ugly drink bere. 'This river is by the colonifts

otherwxfe called Little Bofbies-mans-river.
The ﬂeih as well as the marrow of the buffule, was in
itfelf ‘very delicate ; but both Mr., IMMELMAN and I could
not
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not help being difgufted with it at times, as we faw the
Iottentots cat fo immoderately and greedily of it. For
whole nights together the flefh-kettle was kept boiling on
the fire, and frequently they broiled fome more of the
flefh between whiles. As foon as any one of the Hot-
tentots was awake, he was immediately prepared to eat
both boiled and roaft.  Sleeping or waking, as one may fay,
they had always either meat or a pipe in their mouths; and
befides, as they found leifure and opportunity, viz. the two
or three firft days after we had fhot any game, feveral of
them were particularly careful and diligent in fkimming
oftf the fat from the pot. Befides, however affliduous they
were in befmearing their bodies with it, yet I was always
obliged to exert my authority as their mafter, in order to
make them put a Tittle of it on my fhoes and bridles, which
would otherwife have been cracked in pieces, or parched
up by the drought of the weather.

In their difpofitions my Hottentots were, particularly in
the evenings, merry and talkative, and that fometimes in
a high degree. I have every reafon to believe, that Mr.
IMMELMAN and I were not unfrequently the fubjets of
their gibes, jokes, and laughter. ~Pcrfinadeg as we were of
this, it was juft as well for us that 'we did not underftand
the language; efpecially, as now we counld not be more
hurt than if we imagined they abufed us in thought
only; and in that cafe, we were far .from being fo
{queamifh as a certain officer, who firft punithed a fol-
dier for a fault he had committed, and afterwards, mere-
ly on the fufpicion that he muft infallibly have had“the

impudence
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impudence to take it amifs, ordered a certain mumber of _ 1775
lafhes to be given him into the bargain. \::;-'fj '

In the defert in particular, a great deal of management
was requifite, in order to keep in with the Hottentots ;
fo that thefe people, who are very much inclined, on cvery
little whim that takes them, to run away, might not, in that
place, defert us. On the other hand, not to give room by
too much lenity, for any great degree of negleét and im-
pudence, we were twice under the neceflity of trying what
effect blows would have upon them, and we found that
they anfwered the purpofe extremely well. Prudence,
however, required, that the offender’s crime, his remifluefs
and neglect of duty, for inftance, thould be reprefented,
as being likewife a great offence againft their own comrades,
and punifhed accordingly ; who by this means, as well as by
that of hemp, tobacco, and commendations properly diftri~
buted, were prevented from taking the delinquent’s part.
Having learnt by experience, that the Bofhies-men in our
fervice were extremely flothful and entirely independent on
me, as long as they had by them any tolerable quantity of
hemp or tobacco for {moking, I grew very fparing in my
treats, giving out only enough for two or three pipes at a time,
and none at all to fuch as had negle€ted their duty. Indc-
fault of tobacco or hemp, they ufed to fmoke the dry bark of
{fome trees, mofs, leaves, horfe-dung, or that of the rhino-
ceros; to which they added, when they could get it, the ftem
of fome old wooden pipe, ftrongly impregnated with thie oil
of the tobacco that had been {moked in it, cutting it into
threds, inorder to meliorate, by the delicate flavour of the
tobacco, that of the ingredient above-mentioned.

Voy. Il L I
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peris:  In thofe places where we happened to ftay feveral days,

“r~~s fome of the Bofhies-men in our train laid themfelves up
night and day in perfet repofe, without giving them-
fclves the leaft trouble about any thing. I therefore re-
fufed to give them the leaft morfel of tobacco, till they
had procured me fome curious and uncommon infect or
fnake. By this contrivance 1 obtained a few rare articles;
but for the moft part, their indolence was fuch, that they
would not give themfelves the leaft trouble to look after
any thing of the kind; till they were, as they termed it,
very bungry for tobacco.

CHAP
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Journey from Bofhies-mans-river to Quamme-
dacka.

EXT morning, being. the 14th, at five o’dock, we

proceeded on our journey. Bo/bies-mans-riviery which
we had juft quitted, had no current; and though it is very
deep in feveral places, yet it was brackifh and had a falt
tafte, and was faid to be always fo in fummer. A little
farther to the eaft, we had to go through a vale covered
with wood.

This vale is called Niez-bout-Rloof, from a kind of tree
which is faid to excite {neezing, if it be rubbed and then
{melled. We were not fo fortunate as to find this tree,
but from the defcription that was given me of it, I thould
imagine it belonged to the order of lmentace. A dricd
piece of this wood that was fhewn to me, had almoft en-
tirely loft the property above-mentioned, neither had it
any particular tafte. This tree is faid likewife to be found
at Bruntjes-hoogte, though very rarely.

As it may be a ufeful piece of intelligence for future

ers, 1 muft juft mention here, that fomewhat more
than half a mile to the left of the road, therc is good watcr
L 2 19
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to be found in a vale called PKur-r'keija-tkei-t'kafibina, whis
ther by a road that went over two hills we {fent our oxen
and horfes at noon to water, while we ftopped to refrefh
ourfelves. In the evening we arrived at Hafagai-bo/ch.
The other part of the road, together with the adjacent
country, was full of fteep hills; fo that we were fre-
quently obliged to lock the wheels of the waggon, and
at the fame to difmount, and lead our horfes over the pre-
eipices.

As this day in my abfence, an honour was conferred
upon me at Up/a/ far exceeding my moft fanguine expec-
tations, viz. the degree of doctor in phyfic, an honour
heightened by the flattering proclamation by which it was
accompanied, I muft take this epportunity of making my
grateful, acknuwleﬂgmmts for it, to S1& CaARLES LANNE,
and the then promoter, profeflor J. SiprEN, who at that time
compofed the whole faculty of medicine, and who by their
kind recommendations obtained permiffion of the moft
illuftrious chancellor for this purpofe. ‘This inftance of a
Swede being, though .afar off in a diftant defert, prefent
to the remembrance of his countrymen, will, probably, be
no fmall encouragement to fuch of our compatriots, as may
in future travel for the promotion of fcience; for which
reafon, I thought proper to make mention of it here.

Early the next morning, being the 1 3th day, we quitted
Hafjagai-bofch, which in itfelf is merely a little infignifi-
cant grove, and derives its name from a kind of tree to
be found here, as well as in many other parts of the coun~
try. In the vale below, the water is tolerably good-
though very fcarce and ftagnating. The diftri&t round

about,
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about, was of the kind called Soxr. At noon we arrived
at Nieuw Faars-drift, where the thermometer ftood at 8o
in the fhade. The water here was likewife good, and in
fome places very deep. The adjacent country had a de~
lightful appearance, being adorned with great numbers of
the mimofa nilotica s a tree we have had occafion frequent-
ly to mention before, and upon which we at this time
caught a great many curious infects. My fellow=traveller,
while he was running with his net after a butterfly, was
very near falling into a pit; in which a fharp pole was ftuck
upright; and in that cafe, in all probability, would have
fhared the fame fate as our infeéts, by being himfelf {pit-
ted through the body. This pit-fall was, probably, made
by fome of the Caffres or Hottentots wandering about
thefe parts, for the purpofe of catchmg a very different
kind of game.

In the evening we came to Kurekoiku, or I'Kurekoi #Ku.
In our way thither, we faw a great number of buffaloes.
Out of thefc I fet out to hunt on horfeback, a herd con-
fitting of feventy or eighty beafts, old and young toge-
ther. As I took with me only a light piece loaded with
a leaden ball, my intention was merely to get a bit of roaft
veal, which, for the fake of change, we longed for very
much. But I was difappointed in my views; for the old

ones made a circle round the calves, fo as quite to fhelter:

them from me when I jumped off my horfe, in order to
difcharge my piece. Some of the oldeft of them in par-
ticulay, putting themfelves in a pofture of defence, came
feeWards to meet me; by which means, they gave the
others an opnortunity to get farther off: at Iaft, however,

I fired
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pers,. 1fired among the herd, when immediately, on hearing

\~~ the report of the gun, they all made a full fiop, and ftared
at me. 1 was not at that time perfectly acquainted with
the nature and danger of buffalo-hunting, otherwife I fhould
{carcely have ventured to fet about it in the confident manner
I then did; but very luckily for me, the ball did not hurt
any of them; otherwife, probably, the whole buffalo corps
would have turned round and hunted me down the craggy
hill, up which I had juft before purfued them clofe at
their heels; in which cafe, I fhould not {fo eafily have
got off.

The hurters do not fuppofe it poffible to kill the game
fitting on their horfes, partly ‘on account of the weight of
their pxeces, and_-partly fmri’; th_e motion occafioned by their
horfes; ‘but chiefly’ afon, that both“the horfe and its
rider are fomewhat i a*"’tremor, in confequence of the vio-
lent exercife they have juft before undergone in purfuit of
the game ; while, on the other hand, by jumping off his
fteed, and fuppomng his” gun with his ram-rod, in the
manner before mentioned, the fportfman acquires a great
degree of ftcadinefs and certainty in his aim.

We ftaid at Kurekoiku till the evening of the 16th, in
order to wafh our linen ourfelves and dry it in the fun.
We were, indeed, at that time very {lenderly provided with
this afticle, as at our firft fetting out we had been too lavifh
of this and our other apparel to our Hottentots. Our chief
inducement to this act of liberality was, together with our
clothes, to get rid of a colony of difguftful animals, with
which our driver in particular, in confequence ofshis
{etting in the front feat, had ftocked our waggon. We

after-
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afterwards did not fuffer the Hottentots to wear any other

79
1775-

ccember,

clothes than their own pellifics, as in thefe the vermin \ A~y

kept themfelves more quiet, and were more eafi ly picked
up by the Hottentots, in which cafe, (the broiling part ex-~
cepted,) they underwent the fame fate as the prifoners of
the Cannibals. Whether they did this, however, for the
fuke of gratifying their tafte or revenge, is a queftion I
willingly leave to be determined by the philofopher, who,
fhut up in his chamber, explains every phanomenon in
nature from certain accidental occurrences. At leaft, the
Hottentots themfelves gave us no infight into this matter;
as when we propounded this difficulty to them, they gave
us no other anfwer thzm, So maar, Baas! This is our way,
Mafter! In the mean time one may perceive from this, that
men who are once funk into a certain ftate of filth, degra-
dation and mifery, will not only bé eafily familiarifed with
it, but likewife, without the intervention of any other caufe
in particular, fuffer themfelves to be more and more debafed.
The two Hottentots, however, which I had in my fer-
vice, {feecmggs by their defire to earn and wear our Euro-
pean clothes, already inclined to rife from the ina&ive and
debafed condition into which they were plunged. It even
flattered their ambition, that in confequence of the European
drefs we had given them, they might, perhaps, be taken for
a kind of baftards, and confequently might be fuppofed to
have fome European blood in their veins. They had, how-
ever, not the leaft notion of taking care of their clothes, but
wore them even in the defert as long as they would hang on

thgir backs ; and, indced, until, in order to prevent the
VErmin,
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vermin they were covered with from fpreading any far-

\~~ ther, we obliged them to throw them away entirely.

On the fame day on which they arrived at Brumijes
Hoogte, where they expefted to meet with a number of
{fmart girls of their own nation, they painted their nofes,
their cheeks, and the middle of their foreheads, with foot.
A young Bofhies-man, the only young man amongit all
thofe whom 1 engaged in my fervice at Zondags-rivier, {ct oft
his perfon in the fame manner. Excepting this, 1 could
not obferve that they even took any pains to infinuate them-
{elves into the good graces of the other fex ; but am rather
inclined to fufpect, that the firlt. advances in the way of
courtfhip, moftly came from the woman’s fide.

This day, while we were bufied in running after infels,
botanizing and wafhing,. {everal of our Hottentots went a
huntmg, and in the courfe of their {port, had come with-
in fifty or fixty paces of two lions, that were lying on the
ground, but they had the prudence not to fire at them.
The lions, likewife, as foon as they perceived the Hotten-
tots, had ftolen away as {oftly as they. The Lgight of the
thermometer, at noon, was 84 degrees.

In the evening we took our departure, and in our way
met with and hunted a confiderable number of buffaloes ;
one of them, which was wounded in the breaft by a ball,
efcaped from us though clofely purfued; but a female
which was fhot in the cheek, quite through a large vein,
fell at laft, after having ran to fome diftance.

This day my friend had an opportunity of feeing an
amorous combat betwecen two tiger-cats, and one of‘Qur

3 Hotten-
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Hottentots caught four oftrich chicks alive, which we fed
for {feveral days with fucculent plants, till they died in con-
fequence of the jolting of the waggon.

That {fame evening we got to Hevy, and there baited all
night. It was merely arocky vale, in which there were fe-
veral pits of ftagnating and brackith water. From the flat
fummit of 4 mountain there dripped a little freth water, of
which we could hardly colle¢t a quantity fufficient to quench
our own thirft. ~ All the plants round about (except the
fucculent ones) were dried up like hay.

On the 17th, at five in the morning, the thermometer
was at 60, and at two in the afternoon at 8o degrees.
Towards evening we departed, and got before night to
Quamimedacka Well.

This place is fituated at the diftance of two hours (uurs)
from that which we had juft quitted. A boggy pool of
water, which at that time was partly dried up, from twenty
to twenty-five feet acrofs, was the only watering-place to
be found in a tra& of country of confiderable extent ; upon
which account this was fo much the more reforted to by
wild beafts, and {melt {o ftrong and rank of the buffaloes,
rhinocerofes, and other animals that wallowed in it, that, at
the diftance of feveral feet, our cattle, and particularly our
horfes, perfectly fhuddered at it. Their thirft, neverthelefs,
compelled them at laft to fip a little of what was collected
in the prints made by the feet of the ]arger kind of game.
On a plot of ground a little higher than this bog, we difco-
vered traccs of 2 water-fpring gently trickling down, and dug

d- abmlt it. From hence we got, it is true, fome water
not quite f{o rank as the former, though it ftill retained a
Vou. IL M perfectly
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peirs:.. perfedtly muddy tafte, and a blue caft, leaving on each

v~ fide of the linen, throngh which we ftrained it, a deep and
indclible ftain of mud. On this occafion I could not help
being ftruck with the remark, that habit and the charac-
teriftic turn of any nation, will generally get the better of
the plaineft ditates of common fenfe. My friend Mr. Im-
MELMAN pertinacioufly followed the laudable Dutch cuftom
of thoroughly wiping the bafons or veffels with a clean
towel, every' time that water was fetched in thém; though
at the fame time they were perfectly clean, or at the
moft, perhaps; were ftained with the hundredth part of
a grain of fugar, or elfe of coffce or tea-grounds, and he
was juft going to drink dirt out of them, I may fay by
the ounce. _ _

This evening 2 herd of about two ‘thoufand /fpring-
boks coming to dfink out of the well, by the fide of which
we had pitched our tents, made a halt at the diftance
of two hundred paces in otder to take a view of us ; when
I fired among them with a long gun, which was loaded
with three fmall balls."  And théugh one of thefe balls, as
I afterwards found, hit a doe, ahd-went quite through her,
fo as to pierce her Hver, 'diaphragm, ‘and one lobe of her
hings, fhe yet ran fome hundredsof pacés; before fhe be-~
gan to totter, juft after which fhe fell. She foon got up
again, however, and fkipped to the ‘diftance of ome hun-
dred and fifty paces farther, till fhe was caught faft in a
thicket; where we overtook her and killed her.. With a
larger ball, in all probability, the Ipting-bok would not be
found fo difficult to kill, efpecially if it hit an¥y of the
greater blood-vefltls,

This
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This animal, ‘which is called by the colenifts jpring-bok,  1775:

)
a term in the Dutch language fignifying the Zaping or Dv?::;
bounding goat, 1 have already made mention of in the Swe-
difh Tranfactions for 1780. The defcription, however, of
{o remarkable a creature, muft not be omitted in this place.
This, if not the handfomeft, is at leaft one of the hand-
fomeft, gazels in the-whole world; being, like the gazel
kind in general, is diftinguithed by its beautiful fiery
eyes; fo that in fome parts of the eaft, it is reckoned,
and not unjuftly, as the greateft compliment that can be
made to a handfome woman, to tell her that fhe has eyés
like a gazel. Vid. Profp. dipin. Hiff. Zgypt. (1. 232.)
Mosks (in Numbersy Chap. XIV.) feems by his Di/chon to
have meant this animal, as the feventy interpreters tranflate
this word by pygargus; the fignification of which (wrepygium
album, or white rump) beft agrees with this fpecies of ga-
zel. Priny (VIIL. 53.) makes mention likewife of a py-
gargus; fo does JuvENAL (Sat. XI. ver. 138.) According
to my tafte, this was the handfomeft gazel I had feen in
Africa, as, in fa&, it was the moft common; which latter 1
conclude from the circumftance of my having feen it in thefe
places in much greater numbers, than all the other {pecies
put together. Hitherto, indeed, I had feen no more than one
of them in their wild ftate, viz. on the plain near Bo/bies-
mans-rivier 3 it between the two Vifch-riviersy I have feen
them {pread over the plains in herds of different magni-
tudes, as far as the eye could reach; and putting together
what I have obferved in the courfe of a day’s journey on
horfcback, . their .numbers amounted to feveral thoufand.
I'hofe that I fhot among to-day, were collected clofe toge-
M2 ther



84 A VOYAGE To THE

ty7s.  ther into onc herd, and, on hearing the report of my piece,
wn~ direétly formed a line, at the fame time making a circular
‘movement, as if they would furround us, but immediately
afterwards flew off to a different fide to that which they came
from. In the Bokke-Velds, as they are called, thefe animals
are found in great numbers, and fometimes at Roode~Zand.
A great many of this fpecics are kept in the governor’s me-
nagcrie. And yet, though as beautiful as it is common, therc
has not been hitherto any tolerable drawing given of this
animal; and much is ftill wanting, to the perfection of its
hiftory and defcription. Ox this occafion I cannet help
exprefling my aftonifhment, that the mammalia, or quadru-
peds, the chief branch of the principal kingdom of nature,
a branch, indeed, which comprehends man himfelf, fhould
be fo little known, and neverthelefs fo little ftudied by him.
By the neglect of this ftudy have lions, tigers, and other wild
beafts, at leaft in Africa, without controul committed their
ravages in the animal kingdom. Nay, they have, as
we have already rémarked, confined man himfelf within
certain limits, fo that he even cannot help trembling for
fear of them in his own habitation.

As to this gazel in particular, it deferves, as indeed do
all the works of the Creator, to.be confidered with all the
precifion and minutenefs of which the fubjeét is capable,
that in it we may the hetter learn to know and adore the
great Mafter of the Univerfe.

It appears, indeed, that {elf-love,” which ufually has fo
great a fway with us, fhould induce us to take this ftep;
for thefe gazels ought, for the general advantage of man-
kind, to be made tame, and tended in the places where

they
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they now go to graze expofed to the ravages of lions, of 775
which animals, in faét, they feem to be the peculiar pro- ‘o~
perty ; and may be aptly termed, according to the expref-
fion of the Hottentots, their -flocks of fheep. In the
mean while, it is incumbent upon me to give prévicmﬂy to
this, a tolerably accurate defcription of this animal, and
communicate to.the public’ what information I have got
concerning the nature of it and its manners.

The height of it is two feet and a half; from the tip of
the nofe to the horns are {even inches; from the horns to
the earstwo; from the ears to the tail three feet three inches;
the tail itfelf being fomewhat lefs than a foot long; the
length of the ears-is fix inches and a half; that of the horns,
meafuring them along their curvatures, is feven inches;
the thicknefs of them at the bafe is two mches three quar-
ters; and the diftance of them from each other at that
part onc inch. ~ After that they. feparate, as is thewn in
the figure (vide Vol. II. Plate V.) more and more, till at
about three-fourths of their length they ftand at the dif-
tance of five inches from each other, ‘when they turn in-
wards; {o that the tips of them at laft come within threc
inches and a halt of each other. This appears to me to
be the moit general way, in which their horns are bent.
In the fame animals of this kind in the governor’s mena-
gerie 1 obferved, however, that they varied greatly, info-
much that fome of thefe creatures horns were bent
forwards, like the mggwer of Burrown, Tom. XII. Tab.
XXXIV. In others again, they were turned back., This it
,is the more neceflary to. mention, as otherwife, by fuch
variations in the horns, zoologifts might be induced to

make
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make feveral. fpecies out of one. Inlike manner, I beg
leave to remark on this occafion, that in both fexes of this
{pecies of ‘gazel, the horns are fimilar both in fize and
thape; as M. PaLvas, Spicil. Zoolog. 1. p. 10. mifled by
K zMpFER, {uppofes the female to have very fhort horns,
or none at all. . In fa&, it is from a female that I made
the foregoing defcription. This fame female I got ftuffed,
and have it at prefent in the cabinet of the Royal Aca-
demy. In anfwer to the query put in the Spicil. Zoolg.
Faferewl. X1, p. 15. 1 will juft mention, that the Comte
DE BUFFON knew nothing at all of this gazel; and that
the foba’s horns, .as well as thofe of the zzeiran (vide Fa/-
ciewl. 1. p. 10.) are, befides the pofition of them, too large
ever to have belonged to this gazel.

To conclurde, the horns of this beautiful animal are of
a deep black colour; and from the bottom of them to
fomewhat above the middle, are adorned with rings raifed
above the furface. From hence they are quite {mooth and
plain, terminating in a fharp point; which, as it was faid
before, are turned inwards. The rings here {poken of are
in number about fourteen, being raifed a line or two above
the furface, and inclining, as it were, forwards and down-
wards. On the fides, where the horns are fomewhat flat-
tened, thefe rings are lefs obfervable; and between each
ring there is a number of fmall longitudinal #rie. There
are no pori cerifers under the eyes of this animal.

The predominant colour in this animal is brown of va-
rious {hades, or a light ruft-colour. .This fame colour oc-
cupies a fpace of two inches in the forehead, juft in thg
front of the horns, and goes between them over the nape

of
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the front of it only excepted; in the fame manner it ex~ \~J

tends over the back, the fides, the outfide of the haunches,
and the whole hind leg; but makes only a narrow ftripe
in the front of the fore leg. To the breadth of an inch or
two, the'pof’ccrior moiety of the ridge of the back is white,
which colour is continued over and round the anus, the infide
of the haunches,and the whole belly, the hind part, infideand
outfide of the fore legs, the cheft, and the fore part of the
ribs, whence it proceeds in a narrow ftripe all along the neck,
extending over the remainder of the head, except a dark-
brown lift on each fide,of the breadth of an inch, which paffes
from the corner of the mouth over the eves to 'the horns.
A ftripe an inch and 2 half broad of the {fame deep umber-
colour, extends from the fhoulders to the haunches, form-
ing thus a boundary between the fnowy whitenefs of the
belly, and the rufty colour of the fides. The hairs likewife,
which encompafs the white part of the back and of the
anus, are of afomewhat darker brown than the reit.

The tail, at leaft at the lower part, is not thicker than

a goofe-quill, and underneath it is quite bare, being cover-
ed on the outfide only with very fhort hairs; excepting,
indeed, towards the tip, where there are a few dark-brown
hairs fromx one to two inches and a half long, which are
difpofed in the manner exhibited in the figure.

The ears are of an ath-colour, in moft places covered
with very fhort hairs, and in fome quite bare; feveral fine
grey hairs, moreover, occupy the bores of the ears at the
Fore part and the whole of their edges. On the infide,
they are moftly bare. The eye-brows; and a few fhort

whifkers
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whiikers with which ‘this creature is.furnithed, arc black.
The hairs in general are very fine and denfe, the length of
them being about half an inch. But the dark-brown oncs,
which border on the white on the hind part of the back,
are from two to three, or threc and a half inches long. Of
about the famc length are the whitc hairs, which grow
neareft the dark-brown ones juft mentioned ; but the mid-
dle part of the white ftripe, confifts of fhort hairs like the
reft of the body.

- The intention of the long brown hairs is for the moft part,
and in a great meafure, to cover the dazzling white part of
the back juit mentioned, the brightnefs and purity of which
fcems by this means to be preferved; fo that the animal,
by the expanfion of this colour to the breadth of fix, cight,
or nine inches, may, on certain occafions,” be able to makc
a more {plendid appearance.

This expanfion particularly takes place when the animal
takes a high leap, which it never fails to db when it is pur-
fued. Without any other view than that of contemplating
this peculiar property of the /pring-bok, 1 have frequently
rode full {fpeed after whole herds of them; when it was no
lefs pleafant than curious, to fee them jumping over cach
others heads to the height of two yards, and, indeed, fome-
times much higher. Some of them would take three or four
high leaps together in immediate fucceffion, but did not feem
to get on a whit fafter than the others; which, in the mean
while, kept on an even running pace, interfperfed now and
then with a moderate leap or two. With their loftieft bounds
they made fiill lefs progrefs. In this fituation too they
feemed to be f{ufpended, as it were, for fome time in the

I air,
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air, in order, pefhaps with a kind of oftentation, to look
qver their fhoulders at their purfuers; and at the {ame
time, by the expanfion of the white part of their backs
to throw out 2 kind of menace, which, upon any other
adverfary than man, may, perhaps, have the intended
effect.

The pofition of their bodies, when they made the
higheft leaps, was various, Sometimes we faw thefe ani-
mals with their backs bent convex, their heads downwards,
and all their four feet brought clofe together. Sometimes
their backs were hollow, fo that their bellies bulged out
beneath ; by which means the nape of their necks and their
rumps were brought pretty near to each other, while the
fore feet and hind feet were fo much the more f{eparated
for 1t.

When hunted, thefe animals fuffer themfelves foon to
be difperfed, {fo that in a fhort time I had not more than
two or three of them to purfue. Otherwife, as {foon as
the whole flock had got to fome diftance they would all
make a ftand, and turn round to look at their purfuers.
It is pretty nearly in this pofture that the animal is repre-
fented in the. drawing hereto annexed, at the fame time
fomewhat cxpanding the white hairs on its back and
rump. :

To conclude, /prinp-boks are cxtremely {wift of foot; fo
that it requires a good horfe, and one that is by no mcans
deficient in point of wind, in order to overtake them. In other
refpeéts they are not very fhy, fometimes allowing a {port{-
nan cither on foot or on horfeback to come within reach of
Them. Their flefh is very palatable, and has a more juicy
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and delicate tafte, though at the fame ‘time lefs flavour
than that of other gazels. I was informed, that in fuch
years as are attended with great drought, the /pring-boks
repair in incredible numbers to the fouthwards, making to-
wards the colonies at the Cape, and keeping ftraight for-
wards on their road till they are ftopped by the {fea, when
they turn back to go home by the {fame way as they came,
and moft commonly with feveral lions at their heels.

Mr. PENNANT calls this animal the white antilope. M.
PaLLAs gives it the name of the antibpe pypargus. 'The
Syflema Nature mentions an animal by the namc of capra
cervi-capra ; and it might be {fuppofed, that the {pring-bok
was meant by it, as a drawing by Mr. HousTox 1s referred
to, in fome meafure anfwering to it; but other circum-
ftances feem to clath with this idea, particularly the figure
in DoparT; which, however, is referred to as being a good
one, not bearing the leaft refemblance to this creature.
The name of cervi-capra, moreover, as denoting an inter-
mediate genus between the deer and the goat, is applicable
to the whole race of gazels or antilopes.

After we had fhot the /pring-buck, we were obliged to
ftay at {o miferable a watering-place as this Quawnmmnedacka
five nights longer, as the two-horned rhinoceros (74inoce-
ros bicornis) was faid to have its principal refidence in thefe
parts. The longing defire I had to fhoot this remarkable
animal was fo much the greater, and the lefs to be won-
dered at, as it had hitherto been only known to naturalifts
by the double horns, which at various times had been
b%ught_ into Europe, and preferved in different cabinets.

KOLBE,
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KoLBE, indeed, pretends to have feen the rbinoceros bicor-
nis; butas, befides giving a fabulous account of it, he has in
the drawing he has given of it, reprefented the tail almoft as
bufhy as that of a {quirrel, it is certain, that this author, on
this as well as many other occafions, is merely the echo of cer-
tain ignorant inhabitants of the Cape, whofe relations can-
not be depended upon. I was fo much the more defirous
to anatomife the fewo-borned rbinoceros, as the inveftigation
of the internal parts of the one-horned animal had been
cntirely neglected, though this creaturc had been more
than once brought to Portugal, France, and England, and
had been kept there alive for fome time; and upon the
whole, has been tolerably well drawn and defcribed, parti-
cularly by Dr. ParsoNs, in the Pbilofopbical Tranfallions.
The reader may fee, likewife, on this fubjelt, an extract of
my journal, in the Swedifh Tranfactions for 1778, p. 307.
with a figure of the rhinoceros. With what fuccefs my
wifhes were crowned, I thall now proceed to relate.

On the 18th day at {feven in the morning, the thermo-
meter ftood at 6o degrees; at three in the afternoon it
had rifen to 84. This day I had a good opportunity of
thooting feveral rare and uncommon fmall birds, which in
this arid diftri¢t, where water was fo {fcarce, were obliged
to come hither in the hotteft part of the day, and venture
their lives for a few drops of water,. which they werc in
want of, as well for themfelves as for the young-brood they
had left in their nefts. Though they could not but be
frightencd away by my gun, and indeed fome of them were
wounded by the fhot, and at the fame time they could but
too well fee their deftroyer, yet they came again, hopping
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by little and little down to the water-fide,in order to dip their
bilis into it with all hafte, for the fake of quenching their mn-
tolerable thirft; feeming all the while with a ceafelefs chirp-
ing to lament their dangerous fituation, and at the fiune time
to upbraid me with my cruelty. This fpectacle, affecting
as it was of itfelf, ought at this time to have made a fill
greater impreflion upon me, as, on account of the heat of
the weather and the badnefs of the water I had to drink,
I felt a thirft almoft equal to theirs.  Yet, thought I to
myfelf, on the other hand, what a mere trifle are a few
birds compared with the populous fortified towns, which,
merely from a defire of dominion, my betters make no
confcience of affli¢ting with hunger and thirft both, in the
higheft degree !” and thus went on inventing many fpeci-
ous arguments, which coft feveral more birds their lives ;
and' all this, merely with a view of finding among them
{fome one that was rare and curious. So prone are men to
commit acts of cruelty and tyranny, and at the {fame time
to find excufes for their conduct.

About the middle of the following night we were awaked
by the roaring of a lion, which brought to our recollection,
that we might be as mere a trifle for thefe ravenous beafts, as
the birds I have juft mentioned are in the eyes of naturalifts.
Our oxen and horfes appeared now much more difquicted
than they were on a former occafion, whenthey heardfeveral
lions roaring at once; neither did our dogs now dare to bark,
but with their tails between their legs crept clofe to the
Hottentots; who on this occafion were very active in keep-
ing up a good blaze, as.they-took it for granted, that a lion
at that junéture was reconnoitring us at no great diftance,

and
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could be defcried at-a pretty good diftance in the dark, they
looked for them very attentively, in order that they might
be able to difcover from which fide they had to expeét
the wild beaft, and prepare themfelves accordingly to re-
ceive it.

Mr. IMMELMAN's fituation and mine, which this gentle-
man, determined by motives of convenience rather than
of prudence, had chofen the evening before, was extreme-
ly critical.  We had quitted the waggon, as being juft at
that time too hot and fultry a place to {leep in; and made
our beds on the other fide of the very fame bufh, near
which the Hottentots had encamped themf{elves round about
a large fire. 'We had alfo till this inftant {lept there clofe
by the fide of each other, and of our fire-arms; but not-
withftanding the danger there was to be apprehended from
{corpions and {erpents, and the inconvenience of lying on
a plot of ground which was uneven and full of ftumps of
trees, we now found it more advifeable to creep clofe into the
bufh, and keep our guns ready in our laps; for to go at this
time from hence to the waggon would have been extremely
dangerous, and to pufh in among the Hottentots near the
fire would have had acowardly appearance,and, in fact,would
have been, without a metaphor, a dirty piece of bufinefs.
During all this the lion, according to all appearance, had
that very night drank out of the well, which was hardly a
ftone’s throw from us; though it was either not hungry
enough, or elfe had not f{ufficient courage to attack us.

On
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On the 1gth the thermometer was at Go degrees, and
the fame day at twelve oclock it rofe to 84, and at three
in the afternoon to 9g, being hung under the tilt of the
waggon. I found about this fpot a kind of pur/lain, fome-
what toughcr than the common cultivated fort, and having
very {fmall leaves one or two inches long, and thofc of a light
green colour, (foliis linearibusy marginib. ad rachid. ycvolutis,
caule berbaceo, fuperius fubquadrangl.) As1had brought with
me a pint and a half of vinegar, in cafc of our being feized
with an inflammation of the brain, proceeding from our
heads being ftruck by the perpendicular rays of the fun, 1
put a {mall quantity of it, together with u little {ugar, to the
herb above-mentioned, in order to treat myfelf with a little
fallad, which, however, was tough enough, and ate almoft
like grafs. One of my Bofhies-men, who faw me prepare this
difh, gave me to underftand by figns, that I began at the
wrong end of the plant, and dug up the root of it, which,
though I ate it raw, was better tafted than the plant it-
felf; being nearly fhaped like a carrot, and of a white
colour, a palm and a half in length, and an inch and a
half in diameter, (fufiformis, albid. [efquipalm. diametro
Sefquiunciali.

On another occafion I learned from this Hottentot, who,
contrary to the cuftom of his nation, was very communicative,
that the root of the da-#4ai, (p. 27. of this Volume) a thrub
of the mefembryanthemnsm kind pretty common here, eaten
raw, was, in fa&t, very well-tafted, yielding a fweetith fub-
ftance, which might be fucked or otherwife {eparated from
the more woody and fibrous parts in which it was contain-
£d. I fet the greater value upon by this difcovery, as fome

events
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events might cafily happen, which might make it ne-
cgffary for us to have recourfe to this plant, in order to
keep us from ftarving. The African colonifts, who are
not ncar fo forward to inveftigate the virtues of the plants
of this country as by cncroachments to increafe their pro-
perty in the country itfelf, were as yet ignorant of the ufe
of this roet ; neither were the Hottentots, who followed me
from Zwellendam acquainted with it 3 and the Bofhies-men
themifelves were at this time-too idle to dig for the root,
when they could gorge themfelves, as it were, with flefh.

The Hottentot who was our beft fhot, had turned out
this morning before dawn to go a hunting, together with
two of the others one; of whom was conftantly his ar-
mour-bearer, in order that he himfelf, being difengaged
from the incumbrance of his arms, might have a fteadier
hand, and be more at liberty, when he found it requifite,
to creep on all fours and difcharge his piece, or clfe in cafes
of danger to make a precipitate retreat from the vengeance
of the enraged animal. At times, likewife, he often fent
the man who carried his aris to reconnoitre the beaft, and
follow its traces.

The three Hottentots I mentioned as having gone out
in the morning, came back in the evening, and fet them-
felves down quite {pent by the well to cool themfelves. 1
afked them feveral times, if they had fhot any thing? to
which after fome time they anfwered, ¢ to be fure there was
a great {carcity of game in thefe parts;® and at lengih gave
me indirectly to underftand, that they had-fhot two rhino-
cerofes. 1 mention this trifling incident in fo circumitantial
“a manner, as it affords an inftance of that {pecies of referve

4 peculiar
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peculiar to the Hottentot nation, which feveral colonifts
had told me of, and I myfelf have likewife experienced.
When, for inftance, any thing remarkable happens, a Hot-
tentot endcavours to avoid, if he can, mentioning it for
fome days; and when at length he does {peak of it, it is
with a kind of circumlocution, or, as the colonifts call it,
with a draz, a fort of twift or winding. And indecd,
for the moft part, the Hottentot comes out with his intel-
ligence fo late, that inftead of being of any ufe, it ferves
only to vex one. In the mean time, however, I was ex-
tremely well pleafed with the news of the rhinocerofes be-
ing fhot; and only wifhied that my Hottentots had been fo
kind as to have told me in time, that I might have gone
back with them and feen the animals alive. However, I
have had an oppertunity of this kind {everal times fince.

On the 20oth betimes in the morning, Mr. IMMELMAN
and I rode to the {pot where the rhinocerofes lay, and were
attended by four of our Hottentots.

In our road we fawa great many quaggas and bartbee/ls,
and at the fame time chafed a wood-fwine, but chicfly {pent
our time in reconnoitring a herd of e/k-antilopes (antilope
oryx, Vol. IL. Plate 1.) fo that we did not arrive at the
fpot where the rhinocerofes lay till ten o’clock.

It was about the fame time the day before that thefe
beafts were killed, each of them with one fingle fhot,
which penctrated into the very middle of their lungs.
They-lay at the diftance of about a mile from each other,
both of 4hem being proftrate on their belly and knecs,
avith their hind legs brought forwards, and fupporting

iheir bodies on each fide. The firft thing I did was to

draw



CAPE ofr GOOD HOPE.

draw and take the dimenfions of the lefler of thefe animals
in this pofition, which I afterwards, from feveral others
that I had an opportunity of fecing alive, altered to the
attitude of walking.

In order the more readily to form an idea of the fhape
of this animal, and the mutual proportion of its parts, the
reader may turn to the figure annexed in Plate III. Vol. 1.
To this purpofe he muit reprefent to himfelf the leflfer of
thefe beafts, eleven feet and a half long, feven feet high,
and twelve feet in the girt.  And when befides this he
confiders, that, with refpeét to fize, it ranks among four-
footed animals the third from the elephant; and, excepting
the horns, has been hitherto abfolutely unknown, with other
circumitances which will eafily occur to his refleétion, he
will, perhaps, in fome meafure, be able to conceive, what
a feaft the fight and examination of this creature muit
have been to a naturalift.

The circumftance which firft and chiefly excited my
attention was, that in the hide of this beaft there were
none of thofe plaits and folds, which we find in the defcrip-
tions and figures publifhed of the rbinoceros bicornis, and
which give it the appearance of being covered with a har-
nefs. It was only on the hide of the leffer of thefe ani-
mals that we could obferve a fmall fold or plait, and that
merely at the nape of the neck; but this {feemed to proceed
from the pofition that we found it in, viz. with the head
leaning againft the ground, by which means it was carried
fomewhat backwards.

Confidering it in other refpeés, the hide was half an
inch thick on the back, but fomewhat thicker on the fides,
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though lefs compact there. The furface of it was {cabrous
and knotty, and not much differing from that of the ele-
phant, but of a clofer texture; and when it is dry, ex-
tremely hard. It was of an afh-colour, excepting about the
groin, where the fkin is not near fo thick, but is almoit
quite {fmooth; and of the colour of a man’s flefh.

The muzzle or nofe converges to a point, not only
above and beneath, but likewife very vifibly on the fides,
nearly as it does in the tortoife. The upper lip is fome-
what longer than the lower. The eyes are {mall, and funk
in the head.

Though the horns have been diffufely defcribed by others,.
yet, in order that the reader may form a juft and adequate
idea of them, it is requifite in this place to make various
additions to the defcriptions: already given. They are of
the fame fhape, and in fome meafure of the fame fize in
both fexes; yet it appeared to me, that the fize of them-
was not always proportioned to the body. Neither, indeed,
is there any conftant proportion obfervable between the
foremoft horn and the hindmoft; though the foremoft is
always the larger of the two.

The hindmoit, efpecially in the older animals, is moft
commonly obferved to be worn away in different parts,.
which is never the cafe in the foremoft and larger one.
This, in fome meafure, confirms the affertion of the Hotten-
tots and the colonifts, that the rhinoceros makes ufe of the
fhorter one only for the digging up of the various roots,.
which are {aid to compofe great part of its food; it being
endued with the power of -turning the larger horn at that
time, on one fide out of the way. 1 was even informed,

that
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that when the animal walks carelefsly along, one may feeits v~

horns waggle about, and hear them clath and clatter againft
each other. 'What feems to add farther confirmation to this
account, concerning the truth of which, however, I am not
without my doubts in many refpects, is an excavation or ca-
vity in the bafe of the horns; particularly that of the fore-
moft, which, like a glenoid cavity, by means of certain arti-
culations, is adapted to, and inclofes a round protuberance of
the fcull. It was with great difficulty that we cut the horns
away from it through the finews and cartilages, by means
of which they were attached to the cranium, and of which
the remains are ftill to be feen on the horns I have brought
home with me. Had I previoufly had the leaft hint of
the horns being moveahle, 1 fhould certainly not have
omitted to inveftigate the degree of force with which the
muficles and tendons, ftended for the ftrengthening of the
joint, and keeping the horn fteady and eret, were capable
of acting. Of the elder of the rhinocerofes which we had
juft fhot, and whofe harns I have preferved in the cabinet
of the Royal Academy, the hindmoft horn is very evidently
much worn away. I have likewife found the {fame appeat-
ance on another rhinoceros-horn, which was put up for
fale at the Cape. Butin the younger animal, which I dif-
fected, and which I particularly allude to in the prefent
defcription, no marks of this kind were obfervable. The
{hape of the rhinoceros-horns are univerfally conical, with
the tips inclined fomewhat backwards, as is fhewn in the
annexed plate; and may be feen {till more diftinétly in a

0 2 figure
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figure given by Mr. KLEIN, which reprefents a pair of
rhinoceros-horns of the natural fize.

With refpect to their fubftance and texture, thefe horns
feem to confift of parallel horny fibres, the extreme points
of which on the lower half, efpecially on the pofterior part
of the foremoft horn, and on the greater part of the hind-
moft, proje¢t in many places; {o that the furface in thoic
parts is full of inequalities, and in fome places feels as
rough as a bruth. The upper part of the horns is fmooth
and plain, like thofe of oxen.

The anterior horn belonging to the leffer of the rhino=
cerofes that we-had fhot, was a foot in length, and five
inches over at the bafe. On the larger of thefe animals
this horn was half as long again, and feven-inches in dia-
meter meafiired at the fame part.” This rhinoceros, how-
ever,” did not exceed the other in bulk, in proportion to
the fize of its horns. Indeed, in the cabinet of the Royal
Academy of-Sciences, there is preferved a pair of horns bc-
longing to the rkinoceros bicornis, the foremoft of which is
twenty-two -inches in length, and the hindmoft fixteen.
The diftance between thefe horns is fcarcely two inches:
They differ likewife from.the horns I faw in Africa, and
from thofe I brought with me, in being of a lighter colour
and ftraight, and at the fame time flat'on the fides ; {o that
the hindmoft horn particularly, has pretty ftharp edges on
the upper part, both before and behind. Thefe horns
moft probably came from the northern parts of Africa, as-
they were purchafed at Naples by Baron EMANUEL. DE
GEER during his travels, and were by him fent to his fa-

ther,
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ther, the late Marfhal pE GEER, as an additional ornament
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to his noble mufeum, together with which they were pre- \Aav

{ented by the Marfhal’s illuftrious widow to the Royal Aca-
demy of Sciences. -

This animal may be faid to be totally deftitute of hair,
though there are a few fcattered dark briftly hairs about an
inch long on the edges of the ears, with a very few be-
tween and round about the horns. This is likewife the
cafe at the tip of the tail. ‘This is about an inch thick,
diminifthing by degrees from the root to the tip, which is
fomewhat enlarged- in the fore part, and particularly in the
back part, and at the fame time rounded off, but is flattened at
the fides. It isdirectly on the edges produced by this con-
formation, that there are to be feen fome ftrong fiff hairs
an inch, or an inch and a half in length. Such of them as
ftand towards this-creature’s hard and rough body, are vifibly
worn down and ftunted.

The feet, as may be {feen in the figure, are not much
widér than the legs. In the fore parts they are furnithed
each with three hoofs, which do not projeét very much,
and of which the middlemoft is the largeft and moft circu-
lar. The foles of the feet, like thofe of the elephant, are
covered with a thicker and more callous {kin than the other
parts ; and are, if we except the edges, (which are compofed
of the hoofs) together with a fiffure in the heel, f{omewhat
of a circular form. _

I chofe the leflfer of the rhinocerofes for the purpofe of
making the diffeftion, as well as a defcription and drawing
of this animal. I.and my people, making five in all, were
not able to ftir the carcafe, when, with a view to get at it

with
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with greater convenience, I endeavoured to lay it on its
back. This, however, proceeded in a great meafure from
the lazinefs of my Hottentats, and their backwardnefs to
aflift me. In the pofition, therefore, in which this un-
wieldy creature lay, we cut up its left fide, and took a large
flip from off its thick hide. This could not be effetted
without a great deal of trouble, and repeatedly whetting
our knives afrefh,

Though the animal had lain above twenty-four hours,

and an ecchymofis was formed about the wound, yet the

fleth had hitherto been preferved from putrefaction by
the thicknefs of the hide. A piece of this flefh we broiled
immediately, which tafted a good deal like pork, but in my

-opinion was much coarfer. In the mean while, we cut

through the ribs thh an axe, and what with hacking and
tearing together, we at laft contrived to empty the cavity of

:the abdomen. I made drawings and defcriptions of thefe

parts, and took. the dimenfions of them as {peedily as pofli-
‘ble; after which we took out the diaphragm, and a naked
Hottentot crept into the carcafe, in order to take out the
lungs and heart.

As the animal had received its death-wound by a fhot in
the large blood-veflels of the lungs, thefe parts were al-
ready affected with fome degree of putridity. The lungs,
liver and milt had not been long expofed to the open air,
before they began to fwell and effervefce. The violent
heat of the fun at nﬂpn, the great drought, and the ftench
of the carcafe, rendered this ‘operation in a fhort time ex-
tremely dangerous »s well as difgufting, In the mean
while, I made the follawmg obfervations.

The
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The vifcera of the rhinoceros bicornis, in my opinion, pellS:
moft refemble thofe of a horfe. Sothat this animal, not- \~\~J
withftanding its being furnithed with horns, by no means
belongs to the ruminating tribe, but rather to the clafs of
thofe whofe fat is of a foft nature like lard, and not hard
like tallow.

The ftomach does not bear the leaft refemblance to that
of a horfe, but rather to that of a man or ahog. It was
four feet in length, (as I have lately found in my notes,
fince I gave the defcription of this animal in the Swedith
Tranfactions) and two feet in diameter ; and to this vifcus
was annexed an inteftinal tube of twenty-eight feet long,-
and fix inches in diameter. This inteftinal canal was ter-
minated three feet and a half from the bottom by a large
ccecum, if I may fo call a vifcus, which at its upper end
was the fame width as the ftomach, viz. two feet, and above
twice the length ; that is eight feet and a half, lying on the
ipine of the back, and attached to it at both ends, after-
which it is contrated into a re&tum f{ix inches in width,
and a foot and a half in length.

The kidnies were a foot-and a half in diameter; and
the milt {carcely a foot broad, but full four feet long The
heart was a foot and a half in length, . and the breadth not’
much lefs. The right lobe of the lungs had an incifion in if,
but was in other refpeéts undivided and entire, - being two
feet in length: The left was fubdivided into two lobes,
the {maller of which was néxt'the bafe of the heart. The
liver, when meafured from rightto féft, . was found to be
three feet and a Kalf ifi breadth ; butin dépth, or meafuring

fxom above dewnwards, as it hangs ia the animial when -
this



