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'175' this latter is in " franding polition, two feet ano a ·half • . It 
December. f fi d'ft' n " ~ cnnlifred 0 three larger perfe~,ly 1 m~, globes, .lmo', 

equal in Iize, and of a fmall lolle befides, which projeCted 
to about a fnot from the concave fide of the liver, at the 
middle of its upper edge. No gall-bladder, or any traces 
.of it, was to be obferved. In this the rhinoceros refem
bles the horfe.-Juftbefore I finifued the diffecrion of this 
ajlimal, I opened its fromaeh, which was very much dif
tended, in order to examint what it ufually fed upon. The 
c.ontents of the fromach were entirely withont fmell, ami 
perfeCtly frefu and f weet, confilhng of roots and {mall 
branches .of trees mafticatec.l, fome.of which were found as 
big as the end of .a man's finger. This creature, as it ap
peared, had likewife eaten a great quantity of fucculent 
plants, among which.I thought I recognized two or three 
that were harih and prickly. The whole of this mafs dif~ 
fufed around a very frrong and not difagree.ble arom.tic 
Qdour, which .in a great meafure took off the french which 
ar!lfe JrolU the putrid vifcer..Might it not be fome .pe
culiar· herb, or, perhaps, the root only of an herb, with 
which I WaS entirely unacquainted, which produced the 
greatefr paJ:t of the aromatic flavour ·I·· ln the excrements 
of this animal, which were four inches , in diameter, allli 
jll other ref peets refemble thofe of a horfe, th'ough they are' 
.of a much drier l1ature, there is ufually feen a quantity of 
bark and fibres of trees, a 'ciJ:cumllance that the hunters pay 
attention to; anll by that mea)1s are able to diftinguiih it 
from the dung .of the,,ruPpopota1!tUs, · all animal that feeds 
~y on grafs. I thrufhny hand into this creature's mouth, 
ill'biCh was half open; and found the tongue perfeCtly foft, 

which 
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which is in direct: contradiCtion to the common notion, viz. 
. ,§(yod /{{",bendo trucidat, (that he kills by licking \f.ith hi s 

tongue.) I was likewife not a· little aftoniihed to liml no 
forc-teeth in any of the three carcafft::s of the rhinoceros, 
"although one of thefe beafts feemed to he old; and, ill 
fa{t, this animal has little room for fore-teeth, as the 
mouth goes off fa iliarp at the fore part, that in that plare 
it is only an inch and a half broad. Befides, it has no oc
(;afion tor any teeth there, as the lips, lH::c the fkin, art: 
of that extreme hardnefs, that it is able to clip off the tops 
of plants and filrubs with them; and that with fo much 
the greater eafe, as th~ under jaw goes within the upper ; 
fo that tllis fpecies of rhinoceros is probably capable of 
laying hold of its food with its lips, and conveying it 
into its mouth, with the fan1c eafe and dexterity as Dr. 
PARSONS obferved in the common' rhinoceros on a fimilar 
occafion. 

At that time I could not poffibly feparate the flefh from 
the other bones, for the purpofe of examining them: I 
was in hopes, however, that, by the time I returned, the 
eagles and wolves would fave me that trouble. And this, 
illdeed, was fo far the cafe, that I had it in my power to 
carry home with me the cranium of the leaft :rhin~ceros, 
which r diffe{ted, very nearly in a compleat ftate. It is 
from .this ikull that I had tile annexed drawing made; and 
this part of the animal is of too much importance, for the 
tl~fcri ption of it to be omitted here. 

B.oth jaws being clapped together in their proper joint, 
gi ve nineteen inches for the height of it in the back part; 
<\"d, meafured at the fore part from til .. tip Qf the noCe, 

Vo L. II. P fifteen; 
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1 
'mb' fifteen; the length, ' meafured from the tip of the nofc to 

)tcem er. 
~ the hindmoft part of the cranium, is in a direct lil1l! 

twenty-·three inches, or fomething lcfs than two fect. 
\Vith a view to avoid being prolix in n1 Y dcfcription, I 

refer my readers to the figure annexed ill Plate 111. of this 
\'olume, whence the-y will be able readily to conceive the 
proportion, &c. of the other parts. It is on the lore part 
of the os jiM/is that the le/fer hom is fixed; it will, there
fore, probably, be cafily perceived from the annexed draw
ing, that the fagittal future is obliterated, anti that the or 
oeelpili! is terminated by a flat furface, along which it gaes 
!trait down in a perpendicUlar line to the condyloid pro
ce/fes, one of which is feen in the figure. 

The cavity in which the brain is contained, does not ex
tend much farther forward than the qffa bregma/is. The 
other bones by which it is encompa/fed arc tolerablv th ick, 
fo that this huge animal has but a fmall hrain in propor
tion to its fizc; the cavity for containing this organ be
ing barely fix iuches long, and four high, :a.nd heing of all 

oval fl1ape . In order to know the capacity of it with the 
greater certainty, we filled it with peas, which we after
wards mcafured, and found to amount barely to a quart', 

\Vith a view to difcover the proportion-. between the br~iTt 
of the rhinoceros and that of a man, I likewife fill ed, 
middle fized human fcull with peas, and found that nearly 
three pints were reqllifite for this pnrpofe. On the other 
hand, the cavity of the nofe in the rhinoceros is of :l COI1 -

lidcrable fize, which probably does not a. little contribute 
to the quirknefs of this animal's fcent. At leaft, phyfiolo-
1;ifts ufe to explain the fuperiorit )' of hounds in this parti-

cular, 
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(ular, from the cirClimfiance of the tunica jcbncideriono, or '77;' 

Decem ber. 
~hc nervous membrane appropriated to this fenfc, (when ~ 
it is expanded and extricated ·from all the folds which it 
makes in the cavity of the nofe, with the greateft art con-
trived for this purpofe,) being fa extenfivc as to cover the 
whole body of the animal; while on the other hand, this 
nlcnlbrane, in the human [pecies, is capable of covering 
only the head. 

Six denteJ' rno/ares only, or grinders, were obferved on 
either fide of each jaw, belonging to the two oldeil: of the 
rhinocerofes /hot by us, and five only in the leail: or 
youngcn, as the annexed drawing of its cranium ih ews; 
yet quite back in the mouth we difcerned the marks of two 
more on each fide, the foremoft of which had begun to 
make its appearance, but the hindmoil: was almoil: entirely 
included in its focket. Hence it follows, that an aged and 
full-grown rhinoceros has fourteen teeth in each jaw) in 
all twcnty-eight. 

In the anterior part of the os palati, this animal appears 
to have a tooth-like procefs, which in the fcull that I 
brought home with me is loft. Confidering the diftance 
of it from the lower jaw, it /hould feem that it can hardly 
fcrve any purpofes of a tooth. I have to thank M. PALLAS 
for this piece of intelligence; who, when I had tranfmit
ted to him this engraving, was fa good as to fend me the 
beautiful figures of the cranium of a rhinoceros, tranfmitted 
to him by M. CAMPER for the ABa Petropolitana. 

Th.c dotted lines drawn about the cranium,fhow pretty 
nearly the fitllation of the horns and lips. 

P z As 
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As I have mentioned a;bove that ~~ ·~l>inocerot may be 
killed by a flngle iliot, it follows that the h.ide of this ani, 
mal is not fo impenetrable as has been fuppo,ied. BON

TIUS has long ago remarked, that tlus beaft is ufually kill
ed with powder and ball. M.DE BUFFON probably did 
not pay attention to this palfage, Whel) he .lferted, on the 
authority of GERVAISE, ~\J.at its ~de, can,Dot be penetrated 
\iy any ball, excepting onl y about the ears. To thefe, 
however, M. DE BUFFO-N · (eems, of his own free will, to 
have added the eyes l\Ild the 'belly. It is true, indeed, 
that leaden b~s 'III·ilI fooner be flattened againfr the fun 
than pierce it; but that balls or cylind~rs made of iron 
(des lingots de Jer) fhould not be able to make the leaft im
preffion on it, feerns to Qe .another additi.on of M. DE BUF

FON'S, equally abf9rd with the fOmler. It fi'<lqlU'ntly be
comes necelfary for me to correfr in this manner, the vo
Inminous 'works of this illufbious author; which, indeed, 
merit this correCtion fo much the more,. as the errors ill 
them, being in other re(peets not unfrequcntly drelfed up 
in an elegant fryle, ha·ve, in fall:, impofed on many with 
charms \vhich ought to be the attendants 9n pure genuine 
truth only, and unadulterated ngtuff\. It is therefore pro
bable, ·that the fp,orlive genius of M. 1>£ BUFFON, mutt ot 
times have operated in impofing Iik.ewife on its owner; 
but I am willing. to hope, tnat this gentleman being by 
proJdJion the interpreter of nature and truth, will on thi& 
account" fee w.ith ili,e greater ple.fllre, any ftridures and re
marks which al'!l 'l1-ffilrr to preferve the fcience of nature 
from falfehood and eqol'. 

For 
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For this reafon I Jhall proceed, without any farther cerc- 'm· 
, D~ccmlKr. 

-+nony, to inform the reader, that the hiuc of the rhinoceros, ~ 
as well as that of the elephant, is capable of being pene-
trated by javelins and darts. I ordereu one of my Hotten-
tots to make a trial of this with his hafI;tgai, on one of the 
dead rhinocerofcs. Though his weapon was far from be-
ing in good order, anu had no other iharpnefs than that it 
had received from the forge, yet, by means of a certain 
manreuvre, it received fu<.:h an implllfivc force, as at the 
diftance of five or fix paces, to pierce through the thick 
hide of the animal half a toot deep into his body. 

The Hottentot or Caffre hunters are accllftomed to fical 
both upon the elephant and the rhinoceros while they are 
afleep, and give them feveral wounds at oncc. After this they 
follow the traces of the animal for one or more days, till it 
drops down with weaknefs or dies of its wounds. Geneflllv, 
however, according to their own account, they poifun one or 
two of their darts immediately, before they attack an animal 
of this fize; in which ca~, they have no occafion to wait fo 
many days, as they otherwifc would, before their prey falls 
into their hands. A farmer told me, he had Cecil an elephant 
in this manner wounded and dead within twent y-four hour~ . 

As to what regards ~he one-horned rhinoceros, M. D E Bl' F

FON, in Tom. XI. changes his opinion three ~imes in t11 (; 
fpace of a few pages . 111 page 177, without quoting his au
thority for it, M. DE BUFI'ON confiders the hide as being Ie, 
tough, as not to be penetrable either by the fire-arms or filk
arms of the hunter, Cn; du fer IIi tlu jL-u tlu cha.fli:ur.) In page 
18; again in the notes he quotes, approves and lunch com 
mends the a(count given by 1\1. f-fOUHS relative to this poillt, 

\\ h\l h 
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' 775 ' which yet is in contradiCtion with the former. This, how .. 
DI:(Clilber. . • 

~ ever, he [cems agam to have forgot, when, 111 page 195. 
(without producing any authority for it) he alfures liS, that 
javelins (Ies javclots &' les lances) arc not able to pierce this 
animal's fide. 

M. DE BUFFON, llot COlltellt with alfertillg that the hide 
of the rhinoceros is impenetrable, in page T 76, will not 
even allow it the leal1: portioll whatever of fenfibility, (prive 
de loute jenjibilite) alld this merely withollt quoting any au
thority, or having any other foundation for the alfertion, 
than what his own itnagination has furni111cd him with. 
And yet, had M. DE BUFFON but paid a moderate degree of 
attention to the clear and dil1:inct account drawn up by Dr. 
PARSONS in the. Pbil. 'l"ranj. which he himfelf has quoted, 
it would feem that he muft have been of a different opinion. 
In that papcr it is mentioned, that the rhinoceros emitted his 
penis, when he was tickled under the belly with a wifp of 
firaw. M. DE BUFFON too remarks himfelf, that the rhinc
ceros is fond of wallowing in the .mire like the hog: but I 
will leave it to others to judge, how this accords with the 
abfolute infenfibility he attributes to the hide. And, indeed, 
when everi the thick hide of the elephant is affected by the 
fiinging of flies, how can we fuppofe that of the rhinoceros 
to be abfolutely infenfible? Again, the /kin at the bottom of 
a man's foot, though thicker than it is in other parts of the 
body, is neverthelefs by no means void of fenfibility. More
over, the ikin of the rhinoceros, however tough and clofe in 
i.ts texture, has, at leail: about the groin, velfels, blood, ~nd 
jnices, adapted for the nouriihmellt of infeCts, which, indeed, 
~c'l:uall y do nourifh them; this beaft being inftHed with a 

Grd 
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kind of acari, which I have dilcovered on its pubis and groin, 
-and have drawn up an account of them, inferted in the VIIth 
Tome of" Memoires Jur les InJectes. Neither does the thick
nefs of this animal's hide prevent it from pcrfpiri.ng. 

This creature, which at all other times appears to be of 
a grey colour, foon becomes black when it is hard hunt
ed. This proceeds from the dult and dried mud fti cking 
to the animal's /kin, and moiftened by fweat. - Befides that 
I have been affured -of this faCt by others, I think lance 
myfelf faIV a manifclt inflance of it, in the cafe of a rhi
noceros, which 'vas purfned by fOlne other fportfmen, and 
very unexpeCterll y paffed within t-he diftance of forty or 
fifty paces of my waggon, fortunately for me, without 
perceiving it, or dojng it any (bmagc. This beaU \ V:lS 

Il1uch tbrker colourcci th an any] ever faw, the number of 
whit:h, however, in all, did not exceed eight. 

From the fi gure of the rhinoceros referred to above',. 
and from the defcription I have already given, it fol
lows, th at :tv!. OF. HU F FO N ,. in his notes to page 186, :le'
cufes KOl.BE, without any fonndation, of having dcfi:riucd 
the kHef horn as being placed in a {trait line behind the 
other, anel upon the animal's forehc:lcl. it ii imprd/ibk, 
j;y, he, tbnt Ibe two horns /;'ou'" "If prace(/ Jo far from wcb 
o/ber; for in tbe i'on!! tf.lbicb ()re j Jrf;/i:r i.-'ed in SlIt H ANS 

SLO A N E'S mujeunl', there I'S on!y tbe dJltmcc of three' im:bcs 
between the larger born Of:ri tl)l." / mall(..T. In fact, thi s emi
nent naturalifi feems rath er too haily in the foregoing rc
n1ark, and forgets that every animal's nofe is placed ncar 
its forehead; fo that while one horn is fi xed on the rhi
noceros's nofc, the other Inay be very w('l1 fixed, ;;nd :lC-

6 tmll'i 
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tuall y is [0, on the forehead. A figure fo plain an(l /imple 
a $ KOLBE'S (vide the French edition) might have fufliced t<
prevent miftakes on this fuhjeCt. 

In fine, it is neccff.l.ry to inform Iny rea(ler~ , that what :M. 
D£ BUFFON advances concerning the copulation of the onc
horned rhinoceros, viz. that it is perfonned croupe d croupe, 
is not in the leaft applicable to the rhinoceros bicornis; but 
ill all probability, this opinion is not true with regard to 
either {pedes, as in the two-horned rhinoceros which I ex
amined, the p~nis was placed as forward under the belly as 
it is in a horfe; though, confidered with relation to the 
different bulk of the two animals, it is mnch 'illorter. In 
the animal which I diffeCted it was no more than feven or 
eight inches in length, as may be feen in the fpedmen I 
brought home with me. In a rhinoceros, which had the 
appearance of being old, it was not much larger. M . nE 
BUFFO N, after Dr. PARSONS, defcribes the penis in the one
homed fpecies as being ftill fhorter. Bclides, he does not 
fay a word concerning the fitllation of this member, but 
founds his conjeCture on the fubjeCt of this animal's copu
lation, merely on the cireumftance of its having heen ob
[erved to bend its penis backwards when it ftaled, in which 
direCtion confequently the nrine was emitted. But this, 
perhaps, was owing to an acCidental and vicious conforma
tion; · or it might be done out of c1eanlinefs, efpeeially as 
we know that the rhinoceros bicornis, at leaft has a very 
~eute fmcll, and feems to love c1eanlinefs, from the cir
cllmftance of its chuting certain places near the bufhes to 
ftale upon. It is poffible, indeed, that the animal may have 
a kind of 111ujCU/us erea~r, for the purpofe of occdti)nally 

altering 
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altering the dired-ion of this member. But I am afraid of 1775 -
. D 1:(\,ml.O(. 

,tiring my reader's patience, by dwelling fo long 011 the ~ 
fllujcct of this quadruped; I ihall therefore at prefellt only 
lllake mention of it, juil as it may happen to occur in the 
(:ourfe of my journal. .Mr.IMMELM AN likcwife \Ya~ at length 
tired of ftallding by and feeing me diffect this heali, alld 
therefore fet out before us 011 his road h0111e, with a view 
to repofe between whiles, and cool himiclf ullder fi)l'nl~ 

ihady trec. In order to go, as it appeared to him, a nearer 
W:l. y, . he rode over a hill overgrown with bufhes. FrOllt 

this fpot a rhinoceros rnfhcd ont upon him, and he would 
certainly have been trampled to death by this huge crea-
ture, or elfe have been taken up by it on its horns, and, 
together with his horfe, thrown up into the air, h;td not 
this latter in his fright made a fudden ftart, and by feveral 
fide leaps carrie,\ his rider through the buihes, out of the 
fight and fcent of the animal. 

Here it muft be obfetved, that the rhinoceros's eyes arc 
funk into its head, and are but [mall when compared to 
the bulk of its body; on which account, it is reported to fee 
hut indiftinctly, and that only ftrait forwards. But to make 
amends for this deficiency in fight, its organs of fmelliog 
and hearing are fo much the more acute; at the Ieafi: noife, 
therefore, more than ufual, this creature, taking the abrm 
and pricking up its ears, ftantls clapping with them and 
!iltening. Above all things one muft take care, cvell when 
one is at a great diftance, not 't,o get to the i,vindwanl ot 
it; for in that cafe, it feldom fails directly to follow . . 
the . . ~nt,· :md attack the object of its purfuit, as it wo> 

very 'i'near doing by Mr. IMMELMAN. This gentleman, 
VOL. II. Q haying 
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'C7 ; ' having with great difficulty made hi' efcape, Itruck into a 
D.ccmber. ... 
~ b)'-path, in order, aher pafling . through a little dalc, to_ 

get into the ltrait and plain road. In this road he over
took me, on a fpot Whither I had retired to fcreen myfclf 
and my hortt; from ~he hurning rays of the fun, anu wa~ 
overlooking my drawing, and men)orandums . . He was Hill 
fim1cwhat out of breath iii' coniequence ,of his adv,e·ntnre, 
:tt the time he gave Inc an account of it; and. I, for nly 
part, could not help in fome meafure envying hi. good 
fortune, in having at fo cheap a rate feen this huge 'ill
'. .... ieldy animal alive" together with. the motions it nladc in 
the cumbt:lf01ne bide in which' it was inca~ed: bilt, indeed, 
he himfelf had feen fo little of it, that we foon Call\e to an 
agreement to rille up together on the other fide of the very 
hiU,in which he hadjult been put to flight by the {W.nOCCfOS. 

from hence we thuugh\ we fhould . be abl~ t9 defcry this 
creature on the plain; but that we might not' be betrayed 
by the effluvia of our bodies, in cafe he fi1.Ould ret'lm again 
to the thicket, we threw [qme dult into . the ",ir, in order 
to determine more accurately which w~y the wind was, 
and thus be able to <lireCi 9W 'I'\Irfe wecil",ly in oppofitioll 
to it. And. indeed, . we ,had not beellJ(mg "l"r1ved at the 
fpot before my hone began to be a li!Ue /,hy, and atlength 
was quite reltive, i1ehavillg jult ~s ~c:-... had done before 
when I ijrfi ro<J.e WI)1 l!p., to tbe .careafes of the two 
rhiIlOCero[es. Thi.s ci,r~mftance' 1 took notice of to my 
companio~ cODudering ' it as a fign tbat, in all pro

·babili\y, there was a. ·rhinoceros Ilear the fpot; but 
he weut· on, {'lying, it "I,V;jS . i,¥;poffible;. as . it e Oi4;,,~t 
firike hil)1 juft then, tha.1 there might . be mo~an 

one 
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one in that vicinity. We therefore advanced flill nearer, ,:,;. 
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till belllg but fifteen paces off, I heard a ru!tling noife ~ 
like that of an animal raifing itfelf up leifurel y on its legs. 
Immediately upon this appeared a rhinocetos, with its hom 
projeCting over one of the bu{hes. I now thollght it high 
time for us to turn· back immediatel j', and made fig ll s to 
my companion, that it might be done as filentl), as pomble. 
He too had perceived the {nout of this animal, and ",e rotle 
away as Coitly 'as pemble '; our horfes' feet, neverthelefs, 
made a crackling noife among the dry branChes which hal! 
fallen from the trees, and with which the narrow paths 
between the buihes were every \vhere covered. On rhis 
account, we did not neglect during our retreat to look be-
hinu us, in order that we might make off as fall: as poffihle, 
in cafe the rhinoceros lhould have been alarmed by the 
~lOife, and have; been induced to purf"e us. \ Vhat I call 
paths were merely· tracks made by the buffaloes and rhino-
corofes forcing ·their way through the thickets; but among 
thefe likewife we found many blind paths, l. e. fuch as 
terminated on a fudden in fome high and impenetrable 
buill. . Into a place of this fort we might in our flight 
eafily have fltayed,· and there have been caught by the rhi
noceros, as it. were;' in a trap. This adventure made us 
afterwards· fu{peel:; that every bufh harboured a rhinoceros; 
and induced lit for fame time to give up all thotli(hts of 
reconnoitring ' among the bufhes with fa much aifllrance, 
an animal that .' did riot appear as if it was to be trifled 
with. , 

1 th'i!IIl< ·.we may. infer from the preceding relation, that 
this r~os was different from that which put IvIr. 1M M £ L-

Q 2 MAN, 
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J:-:; . MA N to fl i,'2.ht; as likewife, that this latter <.lid not purfue us, 
.I)'"c.-mbcr , ., 
~ by n..:afon that, in confequence of our having rode up to .. 

it full ill the face of the wind, it collid not get fcent of us; 
hefic1~s , this animal did not hear our talking nor the crack
ling of the brallclics, with a {utficient degree of certainty 
to engage it to nl'uke an attack upon us: and in -fine, it 
appears, that it had with great forecafr <;hofen a thick all (I 
high bulh, hy way of entrenchment, on that fide of the 
buih, from ,vhence the wind prevented it from getting 
[cent of any thing. If.l may fDlm .. any conclufion from 
my horfe's ftopping, it would feem, that he had got fcent 
of this beait as far off .as.the diftance of forty or fifty paces, 
thOllgh the wind ·~vas v·ery moderate from that quarter. 

On our way homewards (for fo we always called our 
waggon, or encampment in the .defert) we came within 
pifrol-fhot of a herd of elk-anti/opes, probably the fame with 
thofe we had given chafe to in the morning without fuccefs; 
hut what was very fingular, they at this time hardly fhewed 
the leaft fear. The males, which were of the fize of an or
<linary galloway; appeared much more bulky and corpulent 
than their females, and feemed to run rather heavily. 

In the evening we received an 'llnexpe<$ted ,vi fit. This 
was from eight . colonifrs, who were,come,hither from Cam
debo with four ·wag'gons, . and had : brought .with them two 
of their wives"and a cOllple of chil(lren. . They were go
ing to the fait-pit before-mentioned near Zwartkops-river, 
in orrler to fetchralt . .from thence; hut having been told by 
us of the violent drollght JI)I:Y .would meet with in their 
way thither, part gf them . only went with two w~ons, 
that being fewer of them"they might be lefs liable . .,Tuf-

"' ' 7 fer 
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fer for want of water. Thefe people informed us, that D " "b' eeen! cr. 

that very day they had chanced to awake a rhinoceros ........ --.J 

juft hy the road fide; but that the heaft, prohal>1 y ieared 
by the noife and buftle it heard from different quarters a.t 
once, ran by them without doing them any hurt. They 
related to me, how,ever, ,an in1l:anc~, in which a rhinoceros 
had run up to a w~ggon, and carried it a good way along 
with him 011 hi~ fi10Ut and horns. They Iikewife inform-
ed us, tha.t . the difteropel: among the horfes had already 
begU\l to commit ravages In the diftrict of Camdepo, wher~, 
however, it otherwiCe feIdom ufed to make its appearance 
till the roonth of April. The reafon of this, pro\>ably,. 
was the univerfal drought that prevailed. IWs year. 

C HAP. 
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C HAP. XIII. 

Journey from " Qiwmmedacka to Afft(r Bi1mUes-
. iiQffgie.., 

' :7 ;' O.N the u1t.Ilt~ ~ine..itl the. 'lnorning ·\~i~ft ·tlle pool at 
December. - ' 
'-"" ~ammedac~. which ;w~had by this time dram. dry, 

and arriyed.Ilt .. .JlDOl). :a.t Little ·ritch-rivier, .where.,we .. again 
pitched ou': !e!lts:.Ab\W.e;hereJil:!lnd,a ,herd ,(lf'JPril'lg"boks, 
aC9~pleof wh~,,,,e ·fuot. ,,·.At ' fiveo!dOcl<"~s 'trierlling 
the thennometer,W2S .at 5 z degrees, at t'weJ·ve at 8~; ' and at 
half paft three ,at ·:95.i ~grees . ••. T>he 'evening was 'very 
much ov~~aft • .• ,)n t.~s,,fraCb Ofi()Ountry there was a great 
drought . .ol). po~lJ.:. f!de~ Ofi,~,.A'I.er, bu!JtilLgreater farther 
on t\?}VWds ,t!le 'IlQ,rth, wJiere>the .• fuil; v.:aS' ;~.·gravelly, 
and produced;;' greater;' q~tity, ' of: ~ll,lli~;i'ptaBts . . In 
the f paces be~ween thefl', befules fu~1!II_\~l\\~Hhes, there 
was . fu~etilUl:S ,.to> be' fWl!lil.i:i"·J~Wer~~:j'i;Wery' where 
e1[e,t~ ground ''''~;JI~i.,9r.Y;,iwd':biU'ti.',~)t.'.b!'g'1i; road :'with a 
clayey. bottom • .. ~j:.clJ;1 ten ;and·ieleven~·o'clook"t night, 
we hW\JtR-r rO¢l,lgll.if;a liop; ., aml,t<hongbi'lit only roared 
twice, the; .. ani~aI,s; :,*f'>,~ ·,Wi$ .. U.s·'~:~$f~Uef~ the 
whole. ~g4t .~lmil:'g~\.1)!P' 

bn 
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On the zzd early in the morning, we croffeu Little Yifcb- ,,,5, 
rivier, it being fnppoJt:cl, that where we then ,'rere, it would n~. 
not be fo well worth pur while to look after the bippolo-
mus, or fea-cow, an animal that is bigger than the rhino ... 
ceros, and lives both in tIle \vater and' on dry grounu, 
(vid. Plate IV. of this volume.) This, in facr, having feell 
the rhinoceros, Wa& what I now chiefly laid out for. 

Behvcen nine' and ten o'clock" bej,~g 'on bur march, we 
raw two large lions_ They were about three hundred paces 
from us, in a little vale~ The inftant they perceived us, 
they betook themfelves to fught_ Being very defirLlus to 
have a nearer view. of. thefe animals; we rode· in purfuit of 
them, .all the while fuouting and calling out after them_ 
Upon this they mended their pace till they got down to the 
fide of t»enver, which we had juft HofiCd, and there hid 
themfelves iIJ..the thickets. Urged by their curiofity, two 
of our Hottentots Ilkewife followed behind us, one armed 
with a coupre of . haffi.g~s, <lnd Ille other with a gun. 
W. ourfelves. were without any arms whatever,. but I 
imagine we ran HI) rilk in this chafe, as-'we could eafily 
have turned . back , andJetched our arms, in cafe the lions 
had thought . proper. to purfue us. In running they had a 
kind of fldeling p~e,. lik.e that of a dog, accompanied now 
and then wit~ . a·; flig~tboul1d. Their neckswcre all the 
\Vhile fomewll<\\; talfe.\, and tl\ey feemed to look alkanee at 
us over theidhmllders. One .of them had a mane, and con
~quently was a,!ll;Ile; but .botll,.oftlie)n wereneiU'ly of an 

, , " ' -1 ' 

equal Ijze, , ~ {e<;mod to ,be. conHderably higher and longer 
thap,' ou~ .{addl~-hoffes, wm.ch were of the fize of common 
'gal!P\V~Vs: '- Neither our bOifes,: nor feveral gazels which 

were 
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'm· were all the fpot, [eemed in the lea!t afraid of theCe lions, 
D C(t'moer. . 

""""",,,-, though they ,vere as near them as we were. As the hoM. 
Celdol1l or never attacks his prey openly, it feems that he 
does not !trike the other animals with allY high degree of 
terror, except when they take the fcent of him, which 
nature has rendered highly difgu!tful to. them. 

This day likewife we feared a male o!trich away from 
its neft, which was in the middle of the plains. This 
nell, however, confi!ted of nothing but the ground itfdf, 
on which .the eggs lay fcattered and loofe • . Hence it fol
lows, that the oftrich does not leave its eggs to be hatche,! 
by the fun, but likewife, at 'Ieaft in this part of Africa, fit; 
upon them herfelf: we may alfo infer, that the male and 
the female fit ·ppon them alternately. The Hottentots tOD 
afi"ured me of this fafr, which has hitherto been.,wlknown 
to naturalifrs. 

So that THEVENOT is in the right when he a1ferts, that 
the oftrich lives in monogamy, or with one female; thongh 
he is qllite alone in this a1feruon: and the practice is con
trary to thecHftom of the larger kind of birds. 

I do 'not pretend by any m~.ns >to , determine 'the exact 
number of eggs laid by ,thi6bird; "Hle,ll,\ID:l""r of thofe we 
at this time found w.as only .eleven .;~j,~v,,,"eall frelh, and 
probably were to have 'ilacj. . feve_~i:mme , a4ded to them. 
Another time 1\"0 of my HQttentDlSl fcaiced"'another olmch 
away from its nefit. qut of w)tich thCytook fourteen eggs, 
and brollght themto ,~e, b,a,\in,g;ieft fo~e. behind, which 
did nPt fee!l) , td .t1!~ :tR be)qujts,(ofre1Jl ( f\1.tha!.P"~!>~ps 
Hxteen, eig~tee!l" ~rJ~entn?S, the Jiighe,~ ; ap1q.l!~p~ Jhe 
l/llmber qf egg$)afd QYJW5 blr4: and yet It appe~;,r0 me, 

. . , that 
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that it ronft be very difficult for the oftrich to cover fo 
inany with its body. A brood of young ones, fcan.:ely two 
fect high, which I faw in ' the diftriC1: of Roode4Zand, feem
ed to me to amount to fome (uch number; uut the ofirich
chicks which I had taken on the ) 6th of this month , at 
'Kllrckoi-ku,:"were : abcl1'(': foot -in height. May we not 
likcwife' 'coriCl'tlde frbm .hence(.ililif the oftriches in Africa 
hav~ nofet :timcs ' for hyiiiS- th~ir eggs? , . . ~ . . ~ 

Some of my more"Obferving reauers may, perhaps, won-
der how I am able to :iffure them, that it was a male of
trich which I fcared away from the neft. To this I .n
[wcr, that in all this IY.lrt' of Africa it is looked upon as an in
difputable faC1:,that1u'ch of thefe birds which arc males, carry 
white ,fcatherS in their tails and wings, while their hacks 
and bellies arc covered \vith black. The females, on the 
contrary; carry'black feathers only in their tails and wings>, 
while thofe on their' bodies are of an alb-colour. This 
Ii kewife acmrds with the diffeCtiofi$ made of this bird in 
Europe, (Vide BUHON,p. 4:z9') What ferves farther to 
convince me, that the cock oftrich' affifts the hen in hatch
ing her eggs; is, that in the neft which I have been juft 
fpeaking of, 'there were {OIDlCl feveral white feathers, as 
well as a number of black cines, both of which would na
turally fall inio it whilfr the birds were fitting'. Nature, per
haps, has "round'ifthe mOre neceffary to order both fexes of 
the oftrich mumaUy toartifreach.other in hatching their eggs, 
as the frame "Hhdr 'bodies is 'large, and they ate 'furnilbed 
with 'manyftbni'acliS}' and:;t the fame time are craving be
yond m'aI1Y 'cJth'ers ' ofthe'featheted race; fothat they could 
noibeaT"'the 'ufua! courie Of fafting 'during the whole time 
~~a R cl 

IZI 
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'me of fitting, nearly fo well as the females of other birds. 
D('cembtr. '- . . 
~ The authors who have defcribed the young of the oHrich; 

as being covered with finall gr~i" feathcrs, al'e perfeCtly in 
the right. With a plumage of this colour, even their necks 
and thighs are clothed; parts;' which in 'the ' full-grown 
birds, arc defiincd to he 1IOked, wlliIc 'tJie" fell; of their 
bodies are adorned with ' featJ{ers ~ " The mOJ.l:beamiful 
and curled of thefe com,Pole 'the tail of the oftrich, and 
confequelltly it is chidl}; for '''the'':purpofe of adorning 
our heads with th~m, that ' ''Ie depi'ive 'this bird of its life 
or freedom. 

In tliis ~olcillY, htnvever, I did not fee 'oftrich fcathers 
made any other ufe of, than ',to brulh ;i\\"ay the flies; for 
which purpofe, 'l'I,i1k's 'were''made of them of a confiderable 
lellgth ?s weli is 'breadtli,'\vftli'tvbich'i'lla'lie"of'two were 
employed iri driving ' away thefe animals from the table, 
while the family were ~t 'their " ineals. The Hoitellt6ts, 
who eat all forts' otfle{h;' eat 'likewife :fhat Of the oHrich ; 
but the ~gg~ "I kave ,re~nufed; ' by the' coloniftsj ' and that 
even at -'tlie 'Cipe, f'or <panCakes atid "auihelets. While 
we ' "ere' tta~ellillg through the ,defert; "we\founil it an
fwer 'bell to fupplc 'our thr6i1tSM'ith ;'~'; lilft " before we 
tookour choC61ate' 01' tC:i{ilF\a' ilk~Wltr , "'-@.Ifify ourcoffee 
with tIiem; ' or \!ife io ft~'ih~m/Itor.~\il,:&t7,palls, in our 
P&rfidge-pot,hav,iIlg;~r~\'iOtinYffir~il1i4litb it a' little fat; 
a difu ~ pa4 , lean'ii-to " Pre1liie ;,)tt"~\\iealiii")',y ,tlie name of 
oe/ifs );;;.;M}; 

,. rt.~ ;-'0:'" . 
Oftri.di~ " ' s'1ite)~lil\ll)~;;i~}~"'~_e 'iVa .' "but 

noi <'·~4il~>1~~~~. ;~~~~~~~:,~~i~~it~·:;·~~~i~L:it · ."~l;of a 
roarrif natUre 'and ,~ei' ' tOi16irence, 'uidat"i:he "( iune 

time 
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time mo,.e filling and lufcious. One of the largefr iheJls '71$' 

Dtccmber. 
of the ofrrichcs eggs, kept in the cabinet of the Royal Aca- ~ 
deroy, I found, on examination, to weigh cleven ounces, 
to be fix inches and a half in depth, and to hold five pints 
and a quarter liquid me.fure. It is of the ihape of a com-· 
mon egg. I nev.er found the weight of the freill eggs ex-
ceed this in any extraordinary proportion; fo that when M. 
DE BUFFON (in pag.e 426, 4z7)computes the weight of one 
of thefe eggs at fifteen pounds, this bold affertion of his fcems 
to require to ·be mentioned, only in order to be confuted.-
I have already, in Vol. I. page 130, related the method 
of hunting the o!l:riches in this country;. but that this bird 
contents itCelf barely With hiding its head, when it finds it 
cannot make its efcape, is " matter which I do not remem-
ber ever to have heard mentioned at the Cape; but even 
were it a fa6l:, fiill PUNY'S explication of it is not more 
.bfurd than M. DE HUFFON'S manner of accounting for it, 
I. c. page 448. CWldr"n, indred, who· play at hide and 
feck, arc apt to imagine that they are concealed, when they 
mver their heads,. fo that they themfelves cannot fee. I 
have Iikewife frequently obferved turkey-poults merely hide 
their heads, fo as ,not to· be .able to fee any thing, when 
they ;were :w...ned' by their morher's cries Qf ·the hawk's 
;xpproach • .. ~()~ .then,can one eKpe6l: a greater degree of 
wnflderation in,.a:,.:bi~in other refpeCts :very ftupid, and 
w Weh is in danga, of its life! . 

M. DE. BUFFtl~pagie '4+li,callS thelkin, Of this creature 
very ~ck; · q~t'll).~hjs,~~it';s but equal at the beftto 
goat~ or ;...uf'$~~ . ;. '. (b i,h!\t ,btlw ; ,far tilt: Arabians. can ufe 

· )iz · it 
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it for hameffes and !bields (I. c. page 443) does not feem 
to defervc a ferious inveftigation. 

The cry of the oftrich, according to the deferi ption I 
have had given me of it in Africa, in fame refpects rcfem
bles the roaring of the lion, but is !borter, or, in other words, 
not drawn ont to fo great a length. In this,cafe, its cry mnlt 
neceffarily be hoone and rough, as well as fill the breaft of the 
hearer with anxiety and terror; and confequently the pro
phet MICAH, chap. i. ver. 8, has Dot nnaptly compared it 
to the voice of a mourner; if in fact by the word n)Vl ill 
this and other places of holy writ, the oftrich is meant, and 
not a kind of owl. 

The young of this bird have no cry at all; one, at 
leaft, a foot and a half high, which on my return home
wards I brought with me alive to ··the Cppe all the . way 
from Honing--k/ip, did not, during the whole time, viz . 
twenty-four days, let uS hear any thing of it. This was 
trampled to death by my horfe, juft before my departure 
from the Cape, otherwife it might have ·eafily been brought 
to Europe. It ate a great deal, and was not nice in its 
food. 

There were fevera! large tame ofrriche.s .in the governor's 
menagerie at the Cape. ' .' Without' fee!fJ~.gto . be impeded 
by their weight, they.·wol\ldrun al<ling:.with any body what
foever, and would moveover jump \Ip':and perch upon the 
!boulders of all foeh . as wouldfldrer.ir . . : In confcquence of 
having made this ·obfervatiOn,.'as .\Velbis-of fimilar inftanccs 

. to he fuund in .author\;, I can!1-o~~Mitbi; "bu.Hh"t olJ:riches 
might he brolight,'to~'be::tr,b\l{dim~ : arid .~he. like, . fo as to 
become ufeful tom.d. " " . 

The 



CAP E OF GOO D HOP E. 

The inftance which is given us by ADANSON of a young 
oftrich, not properly trained up to this employ, is there
fore not capable of raifing in me the fame doubts as arc 
entertained by M. DE BunoN on this fubjea. And yet 
we read in this illuftrious author, 1. c. that FIRMIUS, \",'ho 
reigned in Egypt in the third centurj', was drawn by 
oft riches ; and that in Joar, in Africa, an Englifhman was 
fcen riding on an oftrich, on which he ufed to take jonr
nics, &c. I have converfed with yeomen at the Cape, 
who h ad brought up oftriches fo tame, that they went loofe 
to and from the farm, and werc obliged to feek their own' 
fooel; hut at the fame time were b voracious as to [wal
low chickens whole, and trample hens to death, in order to 
tear thetn to pieces afterwards and cat thein up. At a cer
tain farm they were obliged to kill one of thefe ottriches, 
as he had taken to trampling fheep to death. Quere, Does 
n ut the oftrich cat filakes likewifc i 

Thefe large birds were, as it appeared to me, chief! y to 
be found in fueh traas of country as partook of the pro
perties of the carro'w, and produced fuewlent plants. I 
hw but one of them in the four diftria, as it is calle,!, of 
J.alJge Kloo/ ; but this might very probably, like the ele
phant in the fame diftria, of which I have already g iv~n 

an account, Vol. I. page 3 I 5, have got out of its latitude. 
Another kind of large bird, which I have mentioned 

hefore, as being in the governor"s mClugcl'ie, viz. the (a

IUaJ:>" was not .a .n,ative of Africa. 
":(hi5 had .been a very warm day, and though it m ight 

fcem that I ought by this time to have been inured to heat, 
yet in confequenee of it, I was feized with a violent head

aell. 
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acb. I found great relief, however; by waihing my head 
in running water in great rijclJ-1'iv;er. Two of my Hot
tentots likewife complained of being affected in the fame 
manner, but ,Vcre foon made eafy by giving them a little 
hemp to fmokc. I had forgot to look at the thermometer 
this day till ten o'clock in the evening. Even at that late 
hour it was at 78. At dark there fell a few drops of 
rain. This night we did not hear the lions roar in the 1call. 

Very carlyon the "'3d we proceeded again on our journey, 
to look out for the fen-cowI,near fame other pit belonging 
to great Vifcb-rivier. There was now again" great fcarcit y 
of meat in the waggon; for which rcafon my Hottentots 
began to grumble,and reminded me, that we ought not 
to walle fo much of our time in looking aftCr infects and 
plants, but give a better look out, itfter the ,game. At the 
fame time they pointed to a neighbouring dale over-run 
with wood, at the upper edge of which, at the dillance of 
a 'mile and a quarter from the fpot where we 'then were, 
they had feen feveral buffaloes. Accordingly we went 
thither, but though our fatigue was lelI'enedby our Hot
tentOts can'ying our gnns for us up a hill, ;yet we were' 
quite out of breath and overcome by the heat 'of the fun, 
before we got up to it. Yet, what even,liow appears to me 
a matter of wonder is, that as foon liS ~ had got a gIil,llpfe 
of the game, all this languor left us ,in an inftant. In: 
fact, we each of us ftrove to fire before , the other, fa that 
we feemed entirely t<>, have loft fight -.,t:, 'all ,;prudence and 
caution. , :When we adVanced ,to ,~, twenty or Ulirty
paces oUhe beafr, and :C9hfeqri~ ;'Were, perhaps, like
wife in Jome degree a6tu:itcd by-oUr ;fears, we difcharge<l' 

our· 
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ollr pieces pretty nearly at the fame time; while the Imf
'faIn, \rhich was upon rather lower grounu than we were, 
behind a thin feambling bufh, feemed to turn his heaQ 
ronnd in o.nIcr to make towards tIs . In the lucan whilc~ 
ho,,-evcr, the moment we had difcharged our gUllS, we 
had the pleafure to fee him fall, and dircCUy afterwards 
nlll down into the thiekelt part of the wood. This in
duced us to hope, that ollr fhot had proved mortal: for 
' ,Ilicll reafon, we had the imprudence to follow him down 
into the clole .thickets, where, luckily for US, we could 
get no farther. We hau, hO\VeVCf, as we found after
wards, on1 y hit the hindmall: part of the chine, where the 
hall" w hieh Jay at the difiance of three inches from each 
other, had heen fhivered to pieces againlt the bones. In 
the mean while our temerity, which chiefly proceeded 
from hurry and ignorance, was confidered hy the Hotten
tot; as a proof of {piri! and intrepidity hardly to he equal
lcll; on which accoWlt, from that inftant, they ever after 
appeared to entertain an infinitely higher opinion of our 
conrarre than they had ever done before. Several of ollr c. , 

Hottentots now came to us, and threw :!tones dmvn into the 
dale, though without fueceCs, in order to find out by the 
bellowings of the beafi, whither he had retired: afterwards, 
however, he fcemed to have plucked up his courage, for 
he came up at laft out of the dale of his own accord to the 
jkirt~ of the wood, ,and placed himfeJ£ Co as to have a <full 
view of us on the {pot, where we were refiing ourfelvcs 
lome"ha! higher up: -his intention was, in all probability, 
;mu in the opinion of our old fportfmen, to revenge him
feJf.Oll ·l1S, if we had not happened to fee him ill time, 

and 
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and fired at him direCtly. What, perhaps, in fame mea
fure put a ftop to his boldnefs was, that we ftood on higher 
ground than he did: for fevera! veteran fportfmen have 
alfured me of it as a faCt, that they know from experience, 
that the buffalQes do not willingly venture to afcend any 

< - " • 

hill or eminence in order to attack anyone. The third 
fuot, which afterwards was obferved to have entered at the 
belly, was fatal. This occafioned the buffalo to take him
felf down again into the vale, dying the ground and bulhes 
all the way he went with his blood.:' " TllOugh ftill hot 
upon the chafe, ye~ we advanced with' Hie greatdt caution, 
aGcompanied by two of our Hottentots, through the thin 
and more pervious part of the wooel, where the buffalo 
had taken iefuge. He was adY~!ll'iqg " again in order to 

' . . " . r"; .~ ', , •. . "' .. ;,.: h'·. . . . 
attack fame of us, when Mr.lll'IlI'IELMAN, from the place 
where he waS pofted, fuot him in" tne lungs. Notwith
ftanding this, he had ftill ftrength en'ough left to make a 
circuit of a hundred and fifty paces, ' before we heard h"im 
fall: during his fall, and before he died, he bellowed ill 
a moft ftupendous manner;' and this death-fang of his in
fpired everyone of us with joy, on account of the vitl:ory we 
had giUned: and fa thoroughly fteeled "is frequently the hu
man heart againft the fufferings of the orute creation, that 
we haftenedforwards, in orden" enjoy the pieafure of feeing 
the buffalo ftruggle with the pangs of death. T happened to, 
be The foremoft amongft them; but think it impoffi blo for 
anguifu, accompanied by a fa-vage fiercenefs, to be I'ainted in 
ftronger Colours than they were i,n' the' countenance "f thIS 
bu~o. I was within ten ftepsofhim when he perceived r.le, 
and, bellowing, raifed himfelf fuddenly again on his Jegs. 1 had 

reaton. 
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re.fon to believe lince, that I was at the time very milch 
frightened; for before I could well take my aim, I fired 
off my gun, and the iliot miffed the whole of his huge 
body, and only hit him in the hind legs, as we afterwards 
difcovered by the lize of the ball. Immediately upon this 
I flew a'il"Y like lightning, in order to look out for fame 
tree to climb up into. 

Notwithftanding the tedious prolixity it might occaCta,," 
me to be guilty of, I thought the beft and readieft method 
of giving my reader an idea of the nature of this animal, 
and of the method of hunting it, as well as of other con
tingent circumftances, would be to adduce an inftance or 
two of what occurred during the chafe. 

My Hottentots cut up the buffalo with their ufual alacrity 
and ardour; lmt as they had a great way to carry the ftcili to 
the waggon, they took it thither in a rather unufual way. This 
was as follows; they cut out large flips of fleili whole and en
tire, with holes in the middle, wide enough for them to put 
their heads and arms through, and loaded themfelves with it 
in this manner before, behind, and on every fide of them; 
the meat all the while dangling about their bodies ill a 
manner ludicrous enough, though not much adapte'l to 
create an appetite in the fpeCtator. In this way, their 
hands being entirely difellgaged, excepting that each man 
carried a frick, they clambered up the brow of the hill that 
ov.t'.Jtlllg q1c vale, and thus walked on towards the wag
gCf, whit';,er one might trace them all the way by the 
.1:'':'00(l;.. 

,n, the mean while the Hottentot, who was our prin(i
.P~ iliot, had, at no great difiancc from this place, ihot 
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3n elk-mttilope, . in confcquence of which we repaired thi
ther, in order to carry off the belt and fatteft part of the 
flefh. Before we got back to the waggon, dorknefs came 
on, with thunder and lightning; and, to add to the terror 
of the fcene, we heard the lions roaring very loud. In
deed we had good reaRm to fear, that thefe ,.1Id beafts 
would throw thcmfelvcs in our way, in order to {bare our 
prey with \l S. Neither {bould we, in fact, in the total 
darknefs in which we were involved, have ealily found our 
way back to the waggon, if the Hottentots whom we had 
left with it, had not been thoughtful and confiderate 
enough to fmack. the large ox-whip from time to time 
by way of fignal. At lengtb, when we arrived at the plain 
where the waggon ftood, we faw the fire they had made. 
We had hardly got home, however, before there came on 
a heavy fl10wer of rain, which continued the greater part 
of the night, and put out our fire; while the tilt of our 
waggon w'ls in ,great danger of being carried away by a 
violent fouth-eaft wind, with which the rain was accom
panied; at the fame time that the rain not only entered 
the waggon by the fides of the tilt, but likewife penetrated 
through the tilt-cloth, fo that we were not a whit better 
lheltered there, than the Hottentots under their cloaks. 
During ·all this, we frequently heard the roaring of the 
lions, as well as the yelling of the hyrenas; fome of which 
latter ftole away a ftrap belonging to the tacl;ling of ?ur 
waggon, together with a good quantity of the li~l whlrh 
the Hottentots har! hung up at the dillance of a fe"·~Dacl', 
from the fpot where they lay. -



CAP E 0 F GOO D HOP E. 131 

This day the thermmneter at five o'clock in the nl0rninl! Ins· 
...... D ecenlbc: r. 

was at 74 degrees, precifely at noon at 99, and in the af- ~ 
ternoon it rofe to 100. 

On the 24th I was induced to fray a little longer on this 
fpot, by the hopes of lhooting a gnu, which had been 
feen ranging by itfclf about this part of the country . 

'l'Gnu is the Hottentot name for a fingular animal, which, 
with refpeCt to its form, is between the horfe and the ox. 
The fize of it is about that of a common galloway, the 
length of it being fomewhat above five, and the height of 
it rather more than four feet. The proportion of the 
parts to each other may be befr {cell by the figure given in 
Plate 11. of this Volume, which reprefents this animal in the 
attitude into which it puts itfelf when it is going to butt any 
one; in confequence of which, we have been able to give 
a proper idea of the pofition of the horns, and the manner 
in which they b y, as it were, flat upon the head: while, 
OIl the contrary, in a drawing which accompanies Profelfor 
ALLAMA N D's fine defcription of this cre!lure, and which 
has been <:opied in a compilation, entitled, "Nollvelle De
fcriptioll du Cap de B. EJPerallce, the horns appear almofr 
as if they grew out of the mane itfelf. 

This animal is of a dark-brown colour allover, except
ing the tail and mane, which are of a light-grey; the ihag 
on the chin, under the lower jaw, and on the breafi is black, 

t
. ikewife re the friff hairs which frand up ereCt on the 
£ . ~,ead nd upper part of the face. It is fomewhat fin

.' J! hat M. ALLAMAND, who was the fufr that defcribed 
t . s fpecies of animal from one which Was brought from the 

ape to Holland, found the colour of its mane and bOlly 
S ~ extl cmel y 
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" 175, extremel y different from what I have defcribed it to be 
D",OD''', d f h bfi d ' f ' l' h ~ ahove, an rom what I ave 0 ervc III A nea, ant WhIC 

may lik.ewife be feen on the {kin of this animal I brought 
home with me. This difference probably proceeds from a 
diverlity of age, climate, or other accidental circumibnces. 

At fidt light one would be apt to pronounce, that the 
gnu moll: refembles the ox kind; but with rcljleet to the 
following particulars, this beall: may likewife be referred to 
the capra; in general, or to the genus which the great zoolo
gilt, M. PALLAS, has fcparated from them under the deno
mination of anti/opes . 

I. The legs of the gnu are as fmall as thOle of the an
tilo!,e, or the gazel kind; and, like them, h ave fmall fet
lock-bones and hoofs. 

~. The g nu rcfembles the antiJopes and capra; in its h air, 
inafmuch as this is iliort, jult as it is in the hart kind. In 
its (Jug, the gnu refembles the capr" more than oxen. 
With re(peet 1'4t its mane, it is manifeltl y di ltinet from 
thefe latter animals; but fomewhat refcmbles otnothcr h rge 
caprt/!, or antilope (the anti/ope oryx) by the colonilts calbl 
the Cape-elk, (vide Plate J. of this Volume.) With r egard t'J 
the tail, it docs not in the leaft refemble an ox's tail, but ra
ther that of a horfe; and in this point fomewhat coincides 
with another Jarge .ntilope, viz. the h artbeett, (vide Pl:,te I. 
of this Volume.) This bit-mentioned anti lope, according to 
the .cconnts given me by fevera! perfons at t~~apc'''''\lIlS 
upon its knees when it is going to butt anyone, "<,nd p'p
bably the gnu refcmbles it in this point likcwifc,""s J\>i... 
ALLAM AND remarked of the gnu which was br<lugh\ro 

I Holla*d, 
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Hollana, tbat it fometimes fell on Its knees, and butted 'm' 
D tt'l'nJ[,cr. 

ag ainft the ground. ~ 

3. The gnu, like many of the hart amI antilopc kind, 
has a vifihlc jimts, Of porus /ebaUllS, or cerif~rus, l)clow and 
juil: before each eye. This finus, whidl has not been rc'
marked by M . ALL AM A" D, is (jufl: as in the IlJIt becft,) about 
one line in diameter, and cncompaiIed Wifh a little tu ft of 
black h J.ir. Pores of this kinu, or apertures in the lkin, 
which excrete a fubftance of the nature of ear-wax, arc 
not to be found, as far · as 1 have been able to learn, in any 
fpecies of the ox kind. 

4. The noife made by the tame calf of a g nu , which 
I h ave frequently heard cry, did not in the Ieafl: rtfemble the 
bleating of the common fawn. 

5. I did not find that the flelll of this animal had any 
thin)~ of the flavour of beef or of buffalo's flelll, bnt was 
rather like that of the other antilopcs or g lZels about the 
Cape ; it had, ho\,-ever, a finer g rain, :~ n4. was more juicy 
than the fl cfh of the hartbeefl:, and cOllfequentl y W.1 S 

n1uch more delicate than heef. 
6. I find from the diffection I made of a !"awol' of a gnu, 

th:lt its vifccra rcfemble thofe of the other antilopcs which 
I had examined, more than the vifcera. of the ox, but that 
they bear no refemblance whatever to thofe of a h orfe : 
fo that thij cin.:umil:ance is fufficient entirel y to overthrow 
thtf(~onjcch e, of thofe who imagine, that the gnu is pro-
(1 f eed bv e copulation of a horfe with a cow. 

W t makes it !till leis credible, that the gnu fhould be 
th offspring pf fnch a!1 intermixtllre as I have mentioned, 
1S, that thef\! anim.als are aimoft alw:lys ieen in large herds, 

am], 
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and, as far as I can learn, are in Africa to be found onlv 
in Camdcvo and Agler Bruntjes-boo,r:te ; [ron1 whence it is 
only a few years ago, that one of theln '''las carried to the 
Cape, aud from thence to Holland: confequcntlr, the g nu 
then wandering in thefe parts was, probabl y, an old buck. 
which did not care to keep company any longer with the 
herd it belonged to, or h ad been accidental! y fcparated 
from it. 

As this that was feen here kept upon the open plaill$, 
and we could not ftea! upon it by creeping towards it from 
among the builies, I endeavoured to overtake it on horfe
back. And indeed, at firft I got almoft within gun-iliot of 
the animal, when it O,ewed its vicious difpofition in making 
various curvets and plunges, flinging out behind with one 
or both legs, ami butting againft the mole-hills with its 
horns ; but immediately upon this, it fled with confider
able velocity in a direCt line over the plain as far as the eye 
could difeern it: and I cannot help thinking, but that this 
was one that was become furious, as the other gnus I have 
·chafed finee would frequently itop to look back at their 
purfuers, ~s foon as they had gained ground of them in 
any confiderable degree. What contributed not a little to 
this gnu's having efcaped from me was, that the ground was 
rocky, and that an ardent defire for diffecting this animal 
induced me to pUill my horfe on too faft at firft; fo that in 
a very little time it was quite out of breathA and a\)."~ver . . . 
111 a tremor. 

A confiderable number of eagles and birds of I'F~Z tI~! 
feed upon carcafes, were feafting on and fighting fo",the 
dk-antilope we had /hot the day before, and had alre}"ly 

confull{ed 
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can fumed almoft all the fleih we had left behind us. I '775' 
. De,el1l~l'. 

likewife feared a pckal away from the carcafe. I could '-""J 
not at this tin1C pretend to chafe it, as Illy borfe was not 
recovered from the fatigue of purfuing the gnu. This day 
we likewifc faw a numerous herd. of quaggas, which not 
unfrcquently made their appearance in thefe deferts. Scarce-
ly ·. thy palfed without our feeing. great number of bart-
befjls betwecll the two Fifch- rivers, and Jpring-boks by the 
hundreds and thoufands at <l time. 

It was now the 24th of December, a period which the 
Chriftians allover the world ufn.lly fjJend in mirth and 
feftivity. My friend and I, though in the midft of a de
fert, and feparatcd from the reft of mankind, were dcfirous 
of partaking of this religious jubilee; we therefore over
hauled our ftock of bifcnit, and found that on occalion of 
this great holiday, we could afford to give out two to each 
man. As to the reft of our fare, we treated ourfelves with 
an oftrich-egg, part of which was ftewed in our porridge
pot, the remainder being boiled up with fome coffee, a 
iin.ll bafon full of which was diftribntcd to everyone of 
our c~)Inpany. The third di{h confifted of a piece of el.k.'s 
flC01. 'fhis day at noon the thermometer had been at 84, 
but towards the evening fell to 76 .-At night Qrlr Hot
tentots f.ftened a piece of meat to a long frout Hrap in fuch 
a 11lanncr, that if the wolf 1110uld come and attempt to 
fW'1!!9w th", meat, he would be caught fait by the llrap 
tilh they ,Add lay hol<l of him -and kill him; but the 
b(:ait ~}'.::..s not at that time in this part of the country, and 
cOIfequcntly we could not difcover how far this new IIl

ve:uion of theWl; was practicable. 
On 
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I i]) ' On the ~ ~th the thermometer rofe to 100 uegrccs. \Vc 
.Oecember. . 
~ now ITI"ire<l to a Jea-cow h ole, (Zee~o-gat) near Yijcb-ri, 

':)i( l", to look for the bippopotamuI. 
On the 26th the wind blew ag reeably cool, and the ther-

1110lnetcr at noon was 110t above 79. This day we over
took fcvcral fanners from Agler Bruntjes-hoogJe, who were 
come into this neighbourhood for the purp01e of hunting. 
1 could not help finiling, though at the fame time I was 
-covered \vith confufion, at thefe good runics viewing us fo 
uarrowly as they <.lid from head to foot; while, all the 
other hand, I could not but allow their as well as Ollr fllr
prize, at this unexpeCted vifit lu be extremc1ynatural. In faCt, 
they found me with a beard which had not been touched 
fincc the end of the preceding month, without a fioek, and 
with my waificoat open at the breaft, my h at t\appeJ, my 
h air braided into a twifi, m y fide-curls h anging <.lawn 
fuait and fluttering in the air; a fine thin linen coat, with 
.a white g round variegate<.l with blood, dabs of gunpowder, 
and fpots of dirt and greafe of all kinds ; but at the [.,mc 
time decorated with fine gilt buttons, a third part of which 
were fallen off, and a great many of them dangled abollt 
loofe and were ready to foIlow the others. As to the other 
part of my orefs, my breeches, for the fake of coolnefs, were 
turned up at the knees, in the manner in which they are 
frequently worn by the boors of this country ; and after the 
fame guife, and for a fimilar Teaum, my fi kings, ~ich 
were woollen, were gartered below my knees, at the-~'11e 
time that they hung down loofc about my aIlk ' ; Wl~ 
my feet were fet off with Hottentot 1hocs, made to 1 aw 

up 
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up with firings, of the fame' kipd·. ,Hili thofe reprefented '775' 
D r.(('Il1Ler. 

;n Plate I. Vol. r. Fig. 4. ~. 

Mr. IMMELMAN, who, in faCt~ 'was a hanctfomc young . 
fellow, with large dark eye-brows and a fine head of hair, . 
at this time wore a beard fiye weeks old, which was now 
beginning' -to' 'mld in a very confpicllollS manner. As to · 
the reil: of his appearance, he figured on horfeback iil a , 
long night-gov.rn, .with a white night-cap, large wide boots). 
and, if I remember right, was jllfi at that time without, 
il:ockings, ';n'·order to keep his legs the cooler. It may be. 
neceffi,ry here, perhaps, to make fome excufe both for our. 
beards and Ol1r dref.. As to our bearcis, we had both of. 
us in a merry mood, formed 'a refolution not to touch a hair 
of them either with razors or fciffors, till. we ihould eithe!" 
get into company again with the Chriflian laffes, or ihould· 
have an opportunity of diffeCting a hippopotamus. Added 
to tbis, we "'iibed to try how a long beard would become 
our juvenile years. "It is a prefent made to us by nature, . 
faid we tD each other, let us keep it by way of experiment. 
Our beards, perhaps, prevent our catChing cold, and gettinK 
dcfluxions and the tooth-ache in' coM nights; at lean. it is 
probable, that in this climate they defend the face from the. 
fcarching rays of the lim; and who can tell, what rCipea 
and confidcration it n1ay :lequire us from the heardlcfs,tribes 
we arc likel y to meet with in the courfe of our_ expedition." 
Thj1:i n:::folntron of ours, which . \re pcrtinationfi y adhered 
tol gave ,l'ffe in the mean while to many ludicrous conver-· 
.',tiogs, / but I niuil: confers, that we fclt our(elves delivered. 
fr~ a very ·heavy burden; when we got rid of our beard, .. 
Again, as to OUr dothing, it was entirely adapted to the. 

'vOL. II. T warmth 
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177 5· warmth of the climate and our ' b' ... ·n convenience; neither 
D~cembcr. . 
"""" was there any danger of its ldfening us in the eyes of our 

own Hotteritots, 01 of thofc we might expect to meet with in 
the defert. As for my woollen flockings, I wore them prin
cipally "ith a view to keep off the flies; as ,wen as to pre
ferve my legs from the bites of ferpents j"li,ri/l.·from being 
torn by the branches of trees. Mr. IMiilE'uIAN thought 
that boots were more convenient, and wOll1d an1wcr this 
purpofe better. Being art ' :Afric~n 'by 'birth, he was not 
afraid of being fun-burneil; on whielic'atcount Ilkewife, in 
order to keep hi. hair ol1t bf his eyes,' he generally rode 
in his night-cap. 

On the 27th at feven in therriorning the thermometer 
ftood at 60 degrees, the preceding night having appeared 
to us extremely cool. At noOO' Ole 'thermometer was ' at 
95. At nve in the afternoon it had fallen to 83, when 
there came a 1110",er of rain with thunder anel light ning. 
At nine in the evening the thermometer was at 79 degrees. 

On the 29th I forded over Great Vifcb-rivier, an(\ ""
mined feveral fea-cows fculls that lay on the other 1i<le o f 
it, and found them perfeCl:ly accord with the deferi ptio" 
and delineation given of thefe parts byM. DE BUFFON. 

I now began to be incommoded by a flight pain and fwel
ling in the fore part of the breafi, juft at the edge of the 
fternum. which gave me great unealinefs; but it went off 
in the' fpace, of • few days, and in all prohabUitl was ~11Y 
a forecrunner of the gout, the fymptoms of WhKl,l had 11-
!'eady begun to apPear in a flight pain and (en[;l!i,,~ " 
burning in the foles of my feet. "'ThiS diforder, which 'fell 
particularly heavy on a' botaniil, and one' who was traJ,el-

ling 
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ling through extenfive deferts, I had probably brought up- D'~;~\;... . 
.on myfelf, by having undergone too great fatigue. At~· 
leaft one of our horfes was afflicted from this very caufe 
with a kind of· g~ut or tendernefs in the feet, together 
with a fwelling in the paftern-joints, as foon as it got home 
to the Ca~'''{liAe . day before we had eaten our laft bifcuit, 
our pat~n.% .• in,.confequence of waiting fo long to fcc the 
bippopot0!?ZUJ; .. >yas 4jl;\0!t i's ,l¥'ar being exhaufted as our 
bread; we, therefoie, >;~he ne,xt day came to a refolution 
to go again into i'.,li!!ul' inhabited by Chrifti:l11s. 

On the 29t9 •• ;We.: •. w:er,e c<lWlUcted by our Bolhies-men 
from Great to Lit\\!' Vifcb-rivier. This tract -of country 
was thinly covered' with tho.rn;,u·ees (mimoJa miotica,) which 
fhaded the groW¥l,;'nd kept'it cool; fo that being in fome 
meafure covered with grafs, it exhibited an agreeable ver
dure, and at the fame time harboured a confiderable num
ber of jpringerJ, ' quaggas, and bartbeij1s, of which latter 
we {hot a young f"lll.le. The mufclcs and fibres of this 
creature rctaint:d a· convulft.ve: r~otiOD: and twitching, even 
for feveral minutes aftcr the animal had been cut in pieces. 
I muft confers, that.! never, either before or fince, have 
obferved any thing of th,e kind in the hartbcelt, or any 
other animal. 

T ,. C HAP. 
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RrJidcnce at Agter Bruntjes-Ho(lgte. 

T HE firftp1ace where we-took up 'our lodging was -at 
an old elephant hunters;·of the.arne of PHI " T SLO, 

",howas the firft thathad migrated here, and at the bottom 
a high mountain had pitched<,upon tbe fineftfituation for 
a farm in the whole diftricr; i anll, >1 had almoft faid, in all 
Africa. The ' thermometer in the ·morning as well as 
in the evening was about 60 degrees. 

On the 30th the thermometer· within doors was at 
'60 degrees :tt 'feven in ' the morning, and in the cycmng 
at 67. 

'The 31ft, which was New Year's Eve,and fell upon a 
Sunday" was celebrated with a p{alm or" two, and after 

_ that with " g"ffie at cards. Theyalfured me, that the 
wintex-,lIlotlth. of July-and Auguft were colder at that place 
:than,-..r .the Cape; foThat the lilOW lay on the ground for 
a couple of <lays together, about two inches deep; but that 
:ther.. fueep and c~ttle,. then -as well_as a!<otlier times, were 
¥e.pt out of doors 'iirt the ' open ,aiJ'v and in the day-time 
were driven abroad .tD:go-m.queit' of their own food. 

January, 
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January, 1776. Agter Bruntjes-boogte, where we were 
now arrived, is rather a fiat tract of country, ·which takes 
in the upper part of Kleine Vijcb-Yivicr, al1<l is feparated 
from Camdebo by Bruntjes-boogtem, or the Bruntjes-hills, 
anu with refpect to the latter phce (Camdebo) are fiwated 
agler, or behind them. The Sl1eelI71Jber.~en, which lie to 

the north of Camdebo, are fo called fi'om the fn ow with 
which in the, winter-time the highell: of them arc faid to 
be covered, and even to remain fo during part of the {um
mer; .fo that they are, probably, of the fame nature as the 
Rogge-veld and BokRe-'Ueid mountains, and perhaps com .. 
pofe a part of the »chain formed hy them . The Im';er 
SJZet'uwt'crge1t, ()r Snow-mountains, arc inhabited the year 
·throughout; hut .on the higher range of hills the winters are 
fevere enough: this circumftanee, is faid to make the eoloni{\s 
remove into the plains below in Camdebo. The inhabitants, in
deed, of the more diftant Sneeuw-mountains are fometime, 
obliged, according to report, ,entirely to relinquiih their 
dwellings and habitations, on account of the f.wage plunder
ing race of Boi1:1ies-men,of which I have ma,le fome mention 
above, in Vol. I. page '198; who from their hiding-places, 
{hooting forth their poifoned arrows at the (hepherd, kill 
him, and afterwards drive away the whole of his flock, 
which perhaps confi{\s of fevcral hundred fueep, and forms 
the 'chief, if not _ the whole, of the farmer's ' propert),. 
What they cannot drive away with them they kill and 
wound, as mUch as the time will allow them, while they 
:lre making their retreat . . It is in vain to purfue them, 
the'y being very fwift of foot, and taking refuge up ;n the 
freep mountains, which they are able to run up . Imon as 

nimuly 
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nimbil' as baboons or monkies. From thence they roll 
down large fiones, on anyone that is imprudent enough to 
follow them. The approach of night gives them time to 
withdraw them{e1ves entirely from thofe parts, by ways 
and places with which none but themfelves are acquainted. 
Thefe handitti collect together again in bodies 'to the amount 
of fome hundreds, from their hiding-places and the clefts 
in the mountains, in order to commit frefh depredations 
and robberies. One of the oolonifis, who had been obliged 
to fi y from thefe mountains, was al) :this time pailing to 
4~/er Bruntjes-boogte with his family, {ervants, and cattic, 
in order to look out for a new habitation. He informed 
u<, that the B'!foies-men grew bolder every day, and fcemed 
to increafe in numbers, fmce people had· with greater ear
neftnefs {et about extirpating-them-.·, It 'WaS this, doubt
lefs, which h as occafioned them ' to collea together into 
large bodies, in order to withftand the encroachments of 
the colonifts, who had already taken from them their beft 
t1welling and hunting-places. , An,inftance was relared of 
the Bofhies-men ' 'having ' beftege,d a peafant . with his wife 
anti children in their cottage; . till at length he drove them 
otf .by.repeatedly firing among them'. ' They ~ad lately car
ried otf from a farmer the greaterpartoef his ,cattle. Not 
long' before this, however, they had futfered a confiderable 
defeat ,in the following manner. Several f2rmers, whci per
ceived that they were not able to get at the Boiliies-men by 
the ufual methods, -·iliot a {ea-cow, and took only the prime 
patt of it for themrelves, leaving the reft by way ·of bait; 
they ·themfelves, · in.' the mean while, lying in ambulh. 
The Bolhies-men with their wives and children nQw·Jcllme 

I down 
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down from their hiding-places, with an intention to fea Ct 
fumptuoufl y on the fea-cow that had heen 0,0t; but the 
fanners, who came back again very uncxpc,ledj y, turned 
the feait into a fcene of blood and f1aug hter.-Pregnant 
women, and children in their tendereft years, were not at 
thi s time, neither indeed are they ever, exempt from the 
effects of the hatred and [pirit of vengeance confhntly 
harboured by the colonifts with refpeet to the Bofhies- :nll 
nation; exceptin-g fueh, indeed, as arc marked out to he 
carried away into bondage. Does a colonil1 at any time get 
fig ht of a Bofuies-man, he takes lire immediately, and fj>i
rits up his harfe and dogs, in order to hunt him with more 
.nlour :md fury than he would a wolf or an y other wild 
beaft. On an open plain, a few colonifts on horfeback are 
always fme to get the better of the greateft number of 
HoO,ies-men that can be brought together, as the former 
always keep at the diftance of about a hundred or a hundred 
and lifty paces, (juft as they find it convenient) and charg
ing their heavy fire-arms with a very large kind of fhot, 
jump off their horfes, ami reft their pieces in their "fual 
malU1er on their ram-rods, in order that th'ey may fuoot 
with the greater certainty; . [0 that the balls difcharged by 
them will fometimes, as I have been affured, go through 
the bodies of fix, [even, or eight of the enemy. at a time, 
efpccially as thefe latter kllow no better than to keep c10fe 
together in a ~ody. It is true, that, 'On the other hand, 
the Bofllies-men can 0,00t their arrows to the diftance of 
t\,VO hundred \laces, but with a very uncertain aim, as the 
arn3w rouft neceffarily firft make a curve in the air; and 
fuould it even at that <litbnce chance to hit any of the· far-
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mel'S, It IS not able to go through his hat, or his ordinary 
linen or coarfe woollen coat. 

I n the difirict of Sneeuwberg the land-drl!/l has appointed 
one of tl)e farmers, with the title of veld-corporal, to com
mand i!'l. thefe wars, 'and as occafion may require, to order 
out tbe country people alternately in feparate parties, forthe 
purpofe of defending the country againftits original inhabi
tants. Government, indeed, has no other. part in the cfuel

.ties exercifed by its fuhjects, than that of· taking no cogni
zance of them; but in tllis point it has been certainly too 
remifs, in leaving a whole natimt to the mercy of every in
dividual peal ant, or in taCt, of e"ery one that chufes to in
vade their land; as of fuch people one mightnaturally ex
pect, that interefted views, and an unbridled fpirit of re
venge, Ihould prevail over the di6tates df pvudence and 
humanity. I am far from .cculing aU.rhe colonifis of hav
ing a hand in thefe and other cruelties, which are too fre
quentl)" committed in this quaI;ter of the globe. While 
.iome of thcm plumed . themfelves upon them, there were 
~any who, on the contr,lry, held them in abomination, 
aad feared left the vengeance . of . heaven' fhould, for aU 
thefe .crimes, faU upon their land and their pofierity. 

It is true,that no endel!vours hl!ve as yet been made to 
polilhthe BI!fo;q-man natives, and make them hettcr men, 
~d more uf~ful to the · colon i fis ; but if we may form any 
judgment from .the difpolition of thofc' who have uccn 
hire'! into .the. colonifis fcrvice, or have been illaue naves of, 
.and have not .. run · away, this fcems not impoi~ible to "Qc 
effeCted. Yet, perhaps, the fentiments that arc commOnly 
entertained to their difaclvantage, as . wdl as the j;;r.uelties 

which 
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" 'hich have been hitherto I'raClifcd upon them, cannot but lay 
'many impediments in the way of an attempt of this nature. 
Jf what I have been alfured by man y he true, the Hottentots, 
who originally refiued at Agler Brunljes-booglc, lived peace
ably with the ChriIHans who firft mig rated thither. . They 
ufed likewife to perform the kinucft offi ces for the latter, 
and would frequently go unafked in fearch of a ftray lamb, 
or the like, belonging to the Chriftians, and take it home 
to them; but at length they had withdrawn themfelves, 
and now live concealed in holes and corners up and down 
this part of the country like other Bofhies-men. Yet, be
ing fewer in number, the y are not altogether fo bold and 
daring . Their complexions being rather of a yellow caft, 
they arc confidered as of a different nation, and h ave con
fequently been called Chinef e- or Snife-Hottentots. The 
chief abode of thefe fugitives is on each fide of the two 
V!{ch-r;v;ers. Many of them that I faw had been good 
ferviceable flaves. While we, like them, wcre ftroHing up 
and down between the two Vijch rivers, we came occafion
ally to the very fpots, where the traces of their extin
guithed fires were plainly to be fcen, with other marks 
of their having been encam~d there: and it would not, 
in my opinion, have beerf'ldifficnlt for them to have 
harraffed us and done us much mifchief; but whether it 
was their ftupidity, the milllnefs of their difpofitions, 01' 

their fears th'\Y'withheld them I know not, but they cer
tainly did nofdo it. If, indeerl, the mildnefs of their dif
pof!tions 1O.0ne influenced them in this matter, their con
duct is by no means jultifiable; for viewing it in this light, 
one may iuftly fay, that they cotnmit a crime againft them-
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felves, in leaving the colonifts at peace, to purfue them and 
make flaves of them at their own Jeifure. 

Another and more confiderabJe part of this yeJlow-fkinned 
nation, is difperfed o\'er a II'ace of country cleven days jour
ney in breadth, and fituated more to the north than to the 
north-ealt of the Yijcb-nvierJ, near a riverealled ZOlnO, \Vhere 
fame of them are [aid to be occupied in the grazing and 
:rearing of cattle. Small parties of Chriftians have, indeed, 
travelled through this country, and Ihot elephants there 
unmolefted; yet they have thought it neeeffary for their 
greater feeurity, to fimt them[elves up at night in their 
waggons, a:; ill a came. 

The more confiderable rivers which' run through the 
country of the Snefe-Hottentots, are faid to be only the fol
lowing. I'Kamji-t'kay, I'Nu-I'kay, Little ZOlnO, Greal Zomo, 
at which latter another country belonging to a different na
t ion commences. Thefe rivers are reported to flow from 
north to fouth and fouth-caft, down towards the fea, whi
ther they probably run all together .through the country call
ed Caffer-Iand. From I'Kau-fI<ay, or the great fifh river, to 
I'Kamji-I'kI1;Y, or the white river, they reckon feven days 
journey; every day's journey.being reckoned at above forty
fi ve miles, or eight hours brUt driving of oxen without ftop
ping. From thence to t' NIt-rNay, or the black river, it is 
reckoned one day's journey. From hence to Little Zomo, 
or the little Watery-eyed liver, it is two d.·,s journey; and 

.A. 
from this to Great Zomo, or the great Waterr·eye, it is half 
a day. In this river, which is one of tlI~. largel):, 
there is faid to be .a great number of green llanes, fame of 
which the perf on who gave me this information, carried 

with 
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wid, him to the Cape, and fold them to a dealer there, 
'who fold them again, and made prefcnts of them to travel
lers. They were, 'in all probability, of very little value. 

On the other fide of Zomo dwells another nation, who, 
by the Snefe-Hottentots, arc called 'l'ambukis, and are faid 
by them to refemble themfelves in complexion ana drefs, 
but to be a powerful and warlike people. Adjoining to 
this nation, towards the north, there is, according to them, 
a ftill more warlike and intrepid people, whom they call 
Mumbukr!. Such colonills as have vifIred Zomo-river, 
have obferved, about two ·days journey to the northward 
of it, a mountain that threw out a great quantity of fmoke. 
The Snefe-Hottentots informed me, that the Tamlmkis had 
furnaces there for the purpofe of (melting a fpecies of me
tal, which they forge and make into ornaments of various 
kinds, hiring the Snere-Hottentots to carry in the wood 
which they ufe in there fmeltings. I have frequently (een 
the Snefe-Hottentots at BruntjeJ.·boogte with ear-rings of this 
metal, anti of the form exhibited in Plate 1. Vol. 1. fig. 8 
and 9. In external appearance they refemble pillole gold; 
but from the a/fay made on one of thefe rings by M. Von 
ENGSTROEM, counfellor of the mines, they appear to be 
merely a mixture of copper and filver. 

That fingular animal, the unicorn, which is ufually re
prefented like a horfe with a horn in its roreheai.!, has been 
found dclineat by the Sncfe-Hottentots on the pbin fur-
face of a k fomewhere in that country, though in as 
all. unc and artlefs a ftyle, as might naturall y be ex-
pected from fa ntde and UI'lpolifhed a people. J Aeon K OK, 

that great trawller and avellt ive ouferl'cr of nature, whom 
U 2 1 have 
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I have had occafion to mention before at page 35 I, Vol. I. 
is my only informer on this fubje61:. The Snefe-Hotten
tots told him, that by this iketch they meant to reprefent 
an animal, which, in point of refemblance, came nearei1: 
to the horfes on which he and his trull rode, but which 
at the· fame time .had a horn in its forehead. To this 
they added, that thefe creatures were rare, extremely fwif! 
of foot, furious and dangerous; fO that, when they went 
out after them they did not dare to attack them at clofe 
quarters, nor appear hefore them on the open plains, but 
were obliged to clamber up fome high clift or rock, and 
there make a c1atteri.)!'!: noife; by which means they knew 
that the bealt, being of a curious difpofition, would be en
ticed towards the fpot, when they might, without danger, 
dcltroy it by means of their poifoned arrow,," It fhould 
feem, that a mde and barbarous people like the Chinefe
Hottentots, could not eafily invent, and, by the mere force 
of imagination, reprefent to themfelves fueh beings, and 
at the fame time fa circumi1:antially relate the manner in 
which they hunted them.. Stilliers credible is it, that thefe 
favag~s fhould have been able to preferve any remembrance 
of the remrds and traditions of. .fonner ·times concerning 
this animal. Neither is it any wonder, that a /ketch of the 
unicorn fhould be feen here o:1ly at one place. For, gene
rally fpeaking, a man fees little or nothing in 'Failing 
through this country, which is only refoN."«, to for the 
purpofe of hunting elephants. Now I have "tnppened to 
tOllch upon Ihe fubjOCl: . of the £Ieph.nl, ;t is wo'm. whi!.,. 
to remark, that even this, the largeft of all animals on 'the 
face of the globe, which is fa common and fa muchfullght 

after 
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after in Africa, and fo frequentl y tamed, :ind at 'the fame 
lime fo much ufed, and confequently fo well known in 
Afia, has been hitherto, as it were, unknown, and the 
fubjcCt of much difpute with refpeCt to an drentia! point, 
I mean the manner of its copulation, as I have related above 
at page 326, Vol. I. It is therefore not fo much to be 
wondered at, that we fuould know nothing of an anima! 
lefs in bulk, and much lefs common. And though lfuouJ,l 
objeCt to the teftimon y given me by my informer, as well 
as to that of the Chinefe-Hottentots, in regard' to tlie uni
corn, yet the exiftence of it filOUld not on that account be 
looked upon as a fable, notwithftanding it is not known to 
thefe more modem 'times. 

It is but a few years fince the came/opardalis, the talleft of 
all quadrupeds, when meafured at the fore part, h as been 
made frefu mention of by naturalifts; this too has been the 
cafe with the gnu. A reprefentation of this remarkable ani
mal, the came/opardolit, feeins likewife to have been given us 
hy the antients; but who, till thefe our times, ever confidered 
it in any other light than that of a fiCtion, a monfter, or, at 
leaft, a monftrous medley, exifting only in the imagination? 
When we confider, moreover, that the bippopotamus, which 
in all probability is a larger animal, though fomewhat lower 
than the elephant, has been hitherto very little known; as 
likewife that, till the prefent moment, we have been almoft 
utter ftrangers.9'~n to the rbinoceroJ ";corniJ, may we not ex
peCt that th9!'E will be a time, when the unicorn and 011 other 
bca.fts amri;lfeCts, animated by the Creator of all things, btlt 
unk'n'own to us at prefent, will be brought out of their holes 
anti hiding-places into the light? The following extraCt of 
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a letter from , M; 'PALLAS,. dated the 14th of Decemher, 
1778, which, on ' account of the goo<l fenfe and inftmc
tion with which 'it is replete, I thall take the liberty of in
ferting in this place, will ferve: to confirm us in the idea, 
that the unicorn is a real, and not an ' imaginary animal. 

" Quod monocerotem in interioribus Afticre l'artilms eti
amnum'latere fufpidonem moves, id quidem mihi haud in
expectatum ; . certoque jamdudum perfuafllfus fum, non 
ex nihilo apud veteres illam fuiffe famam; fed vel cafn 
unicomes antilopas, de quibus in XII: Fafciculo Spicilegi
omm dixi, anfam dediffe, yel l",culi.rem, fo\te fpcciem 
uniComem, nobi~ hucufquc ignotarn, antiqnitus innotuiffe, 
quando interiora Africre itineratoriblls .Burop..,is erant frc
quentiora. Si nOll illcidifti forfan in locum relationis Lu
david Barthema, ubi Monocerotes<iuos Mecc", :ad templWil, 
in theriotroph2eo vifos; defcribit; , vide illarn, '1u",fo, in 
Vol. I. colle8ion. Rarnufii, p. 151. Nefcio quid hominem 
excitare potuiffet ad fingenda:; 'lure ibi Tetulit, quaeqne non 
ita male coh",rent. 

I have not as yet !>een able to procure a fight of the 
CoJ/et1iones Ramujii referred to by 'M;PALLAS,".-With re-

, fpeet 

-,. Th. patrage in V AR.THEM·A 'ben 'nleirCd to i,'~sfo1!O'Ws: 
" Da un altra banda del diC10 tcmpw c una murata, nella.qule fta dentro clui unicorni 

vi"i& Ji (e monftrano per cofa_gr~ditJjma come e certo. Li quail diro come fono faai. 
E1' m.,gi1;)r laao como un poUedro di trenta mefi & ha uno corno nella fronte , el quale 
corne fte circa tre hncci. di longheu.. L'altro unicornolie (;om~cfio un pollcdro de uno 
anM, at ha un corno lango circa quatro palmi. EI colore del die\(}.. .. ni male fie come un 
caval1 o.fagi.nato (curo: & ha I. tdta come un ceno & ha,·d:coUo n;""~.olt? longo COil 

elfchuna CfJna rafa & curta chc.pendeno ad uoa banda : & ha la gamha loltlJle & aCciuta 
coifne un capriole' : eel pede t'lIo~.urrpoco fclTo danntl 1r longia c caprina: & lla'o:et.ti. ~l 
d&ll. banda di dietro vcn.roenti qJ.te#.a-maftta «k dfert un feroc iffima &.dekrto aniniale. 
Et quefH dui ammali furona prefentati ;lila Solcftno della Mecha, per I .. pui bella coCa 
<cis.' hoggi (e trovi al modi & per piu ricco the(olo liCluali furono mandati d. uno Re de 

- lthiopi3: 
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fpea to other particulars, I havebeen'~nformed by the co
lonilts at Agler Brunt}es HoagIe, that the trna of country 
lying between them and Zomo, or the 'lambukis, confifred 
in a great meafure of very extenfive and barren plains ; 
that the farther they went to the north, the lcfs they knew 
of the vegetables produced by it; that tliere grew in thefe 
parts a kind of blood-tree, &c. that if one travelled from 
the upper part of rifcb-rivier more to the fouth~afi, or the 
Caij"re fide of the country, one would come to a river called 
Konap, which WaS fuppofed to run into rljcb-riviey; but. two 
days journey farther on, going from Konap-river towards 
the north-calt, there was a river, called KaiJi-kamma, 
which derived its fource from a mountain kn9wn to the 

Ethiopi:t: zoe d. un Re Morc, el qualc Ii (cee queflo prefente per fare parcntato con d 
cliClo Soldano ae la Mecha." ' 

.. On the: other fide of the tel:nple thea j. a cour t-yard encompafTed with high 
walls, where we Caw two unlco~ns. which were £bewn as grt::H rarities, and indeed arc 
fit rubje8:s (or admiratioll . The (arm of -them is .. ·followi. The larger one reCem_ 
hies a foal or two year5 apd a balf Qi4. .a.nd has a born in its forehead about three cubits 
in length. The other unicorn was le(s, being nearly as big as a. foal of a year olu, 
anu had a horn about four palms long • . The ·colour of this animal is tbac of a dark 
dun horfe i its head is like tb;!t of a itag. its nj:ck of a moderate kngtlt, fumifbcd with 
(orne thinly [c2ttered (hart hairs that bang doWn on one fide : in legs are long and Ilcn~ 
der like thofe of a roe; the feet are fomewbat. cloven in the fore part. a.nd the hoofs are 
like thofe of a gOlC, Ie has 011 the back pa~t of its legs a great quantity of hair, a c. ir_ 
cumAance which gives this animal a fierce appearance; though, in faa, the bean is. 
tiline and gentle ill Its nature. Both the animals were prefcnred to the Sul tan of Met. 
n a5 very great rarities, and which are to be found in very few parts of the glo~, by 
an Ethiopian King, who fought for the Sultan's fricndiliip. . 

The preceding paWagc is extuBcd froOl the original, i.n tbe library of the Prefident 
of ttJe Royal Society. The book itfelf, the ride of which is :l5 follows, ltilllrt1ri~ til 
LuJ~":Jic' J, J'arthfmll, .Iolot/lift, nf fg A'g)pto, nl!JJ Sl4rill, nllo Arn/Jil1, l$c, (J'fluzi4. 
'5' 7, 81'0.) is !..XVdnely fcarce, and d~s not appcOlr to ·have been . (een eithe r by 
M, PALLA S, i'!', SPA-IU,MAN, or his Gennan commentator Mr. F OUT!I. . 
The tranJlatjp:1 of this paiiage is made from RAMU SI O, who has modtrnized this au_ 
tl'ru:o) tlr ~er re-trannated him (rom a Latin vernon, which i. itfelf a tranib.tion onty 
Crom' tJic Spanilh i fo that the l~ origiUll mutt: bue been 10ft for fome time:. 
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' 776 • . colonifis by the name of the BambuI-berg, or Bamboo
J:ulIurr· 
Vv-...I mountain, from the circumltance of a fort of reeds or bam-

boos growing .upon it, which .were v~y mnch prized by 
them for the purpofe of making hmdlcs for their long 
whips. 

Groole-rivicr, or Great river, i. faid to he the largeft ri
ver in Africa, and to be no otherwifc known than {rim 
the accounts of the Hottentots. It is reported to contail\ a 
great number of fea-cows or river-horles, whidl were v<ty 
bold and daring ; fo that it cannot, witl;lQUt danger, be na
vigated fur the purpofe of farther exploring the country. 
It is fuppafcd to lie diredly to the uorth,vaJ:d, at the dif
tance of eight or ten days journey from the StJI!euW-bergel1. 
It was faid to rife in the eaft,. and rUIl .ftraitontowards the '. ,-

north. It is 'probable that tlris rivet (oon ,after~rns off to 
the weft and the fouth, and is tpefame.Groole-rivier which 
I have infclted in my map, all .the authority of M. HEN RY 
Hop's J ournal of an Expedili~n . ffl?de ,to tbe Dijiri8 of Ana
maquas, publilhed, in a compiliWoncalled Nouvelle Difcrip
tion du Cap de bon,ne EJperlJnc~ . which I quoted above. This 
river, . however, muft not Pc ooafounded with another of 
the fame name, which ~pties itfelf at· the eaftern iliore 
of Africa and the Caffre coaft. 

The country of the Caffees lies ·ro the eaft of Great 
Yif~b-rivier, .next the coaft. Its inhabitants, the Caffee., 
have no notion of the breeding of ilieep, . b~'pI~ying them
felves only in rearing horned cattle, and, likcNhe GontJquas 
Hottentots, wearingcow-hides.which are wen'rnbl?ed illd 
dteJfed with greafe, tillthey become foft and pliable. -'rheir 
houfes, or huts, are faid ·to be fmall and fquare, compafed 

3 of 



CAP E 0 F GOO D HOP E. 153 
of rods, and covered with clay and cow-dung, which gives ",6. 
• ] :l.nIIUY· 
them the appearance of fmall ftone houfes. ~ 

The weapons ofethe Caffres are merely ihields made of 
fole-Ieather, and halfagais, or that kind of javelin confift
ing of a fIender and light wooden fhaft, headed with a 
broad and rather'heavy iron plate, which I have delineated 
in Plate II. Vol. 1. ' fig. [ and ~, and have mentioned at 
page 9 of this volume, as being made ufe of by the Gona
quas Hottentots. . ., 

The nation is governed by many differerit chiefs, who 
probahlyhave ill't\ie property of their fubjects vefted in 
themfelves, and aitfue fame time have an abfolme unlimit
ed authority over ·them. As far as I could underftand, 
their ftate and pOw'er are hereditary. It is faid that they 
arc frequentl y at 'War With each other, and that they al
ways kill the prifoneri"the'y' have ' taken. But if a chief 
ihould ch:ince to fall intd tire enemy's hands, he is not put 
to death, but is fent ·back·1igirln · with .admonitions to be
have himfe\f more peaceably" for the ·future. The acca
fion of their wars is ·generruly the {.,mc as in other parts of 
the globe, viz. either a 'wantof the common Centiments 
of humanity in one of the contending powers, or their ar
rogant and rapacious difpofiti6n, or elfe fame bone of con
tention which they cannot on either fide perfuade them
felves to give up, without /h edding their own blood and 
that 6f their feHow-creatures. It is even Caid, . that a ftolen 
or !\ray calf,.. or one grazing upon territories of a neigh
b'lUri!}g"~ountry, and other matters equally trifling, will 
Cometimes be fufficient to fet two or more Iiations together 
by the ears. Neither of the parties, however, carries their 
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revenge fi, far as to extirpate the other, but isfatisfied.when 
the arlverr.~ry yielus the day and fues for peace. 

The Dutch colonifis have, by means of the following 
incident, of which I do not remember exacHy the year,· 
infpired the Caffre nation with no fmall degree of terror. 
A man of the name of HEUPPENAER, made an expedition, 
at the head of a fmall party of farmers, into the Caffrc 
country, in order to thoot ~lephants . The Caffre" who 
took a fancy to the iron-\vork of their waggons, and {(,me 
other articles they had with them, came in a borly,.confifi
ing of {everal hundred men, and threw on a Cudden Cnch 
a number of dans among the colonifis, .. that the major part 
of them were killed; a dart likewife .. pierced through the 
tilt of a waggon and killed HEUPPENAER, who was fitting 
in it. The blame of this 'was inll' Sft,t meafure thrown 
upon HEUPPENAER, who was toohigh-fpirited to thew any 
fear,. and, agreeably to the advice of his companions, take 
to his weapons in time. , One.'of them, who was Caid fiill 
to be living in thecolony,had efllllped, though half drown
ed, by hiding himCelf for the fpace .of twenty-four hours 
under a large water-fall. Two others found an opponu
nity of riding away, and afterwards harraffing the Caffres a 
long time on the plain, ,.by jumpil'g, whenever they came 
bear a party of theCe favages, off their horfes at intervals, 
in order .to take a better ailn, by which means they killed 
feveraJ at one thot. This fracas, and the manner in which 
it was revenged, have taught the Caffres ever 1<oce, to ~ay a 
greater reftraint on their deilies· £Or. the iron-work, of t,b.e 
~onifts waggons. 

ill 
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In Lange-k/oof I met with a farmer who was jufr come 
'back alone from this country, and had brought with him 
feveral elephants teeth. In return for fome tobacco with 
which he had prefented a Caffre prince, thi s latter had or
,dered his fubjects to !hew him t.he places where the ele
phants were to be found. 

In my map I have called a tract of country fttuated to
wards the mouth of Groote V!lcb-rivier, by the name of 
Kin,'S Ruyter's Craa/, in commemoration of a Hottentot 
king, or, as he was ftyled by the colonifis, a Hottentot cap
tain, called RUYTER. I have met with feveral Chrifrians 
who had paid a viftt to this remarkable man, and related 
to me his life and adventures, which in brief are as fol
lows. While he was in fervice at a farmer's at Rogg e.JUeld, 
he happened to have a quarrel with another Hottentot his 
companion, and murdered him; and as he was apprehen
five of being, agreeably to the laws of the colony, hanged 
for this action, he ran away. After a variety of adven
tures, he arrived at length in that part of the country which 
lies near Bqfbies-man's-rivjer, where by his intrepidity, he 
raifed himfelf to be the chief of a party of Bo!hies-men, 
or Hottentot rangers. At the head of thefe he fubdued 
fevera! other tribes, and afterwards had the art to make 
them take arms againft the Caffi-es, by exciting in them a 
mifrrui!: of each other; and at the fame time infpiring 
them with a high opinion of himfelf, as being of fo great 
importance- to them in the capacity of their chief or leader, 
that>"ey could not poffibly do without him; efpeciallyas 
hC fupplied them with plunder, and taught them a method 
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of rcoring their cattle, better in both cafes than ever they 
had been accuftomed to. 

While byfuch condua he rende~, him{elf highly 
formidable to tlie Caffres, he took care;! by infliaing the 
punia1ment of death on his fubjeas for the leaft fault, or 
even on the lealt" fufpicion of a fault, to exaa (and for a 
long time to enjoy) the moft fervile fubmiffion and implicit 
obedience from the iimple uncultivated mortals he had col
leaed together in order to tyrannize over. He ufed fre
quently with his 'own hand to put to death one or more of 
thefe flavia1 valfals, and would immediately· throw his jave
lin through the body of all y of his attendants, that heli
tated at his nod to difpatch the man whom he had marked 
out as the viaim of his revengeful and cruel difpolition. 

Exclulively of the di~ates oLafalfu~ .. nd ill-judged po
licy, perhaps the natural turn of the .tyrant's mind induced 
him to be guilty of thefe cruelties; but when the Chriftians 
reproached him with the barbmty and blood-thirfiinefs of 
his dif pofilion, he replied, ." It' w'IS in .a lucky hour that 
I conveyed myfe1f out of the reach of .your authority. You 
would have hanged me for having killed my antagonift as 
if I had committed a crime, when at the' fame time, to kill 
an enemy is reckoned a laudable and manly aaion." To 
th<: colonills he always behaved as a true and faithful ally; 
and in return for the tobacco and other articles they pre
fented him with, ufed to help them to make flaves of {uch 
ftraggling BoJhies-men as did not live under his jurifdic
tion. By keeping the Caffres at a proper difrance, he not -only ferved his OWIl turn, but was lik.ewife extremely ,,(e-

ful 
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ful to the colonifis. But however cautious he waS to maiu- '176. 
Jaauuy. 

t'ain peace with his more powerful neighbours the Chrif- Vv-...J 

tians, yet it is faid. , that when he was in the meridian of 
life, and at the zenith of his power, h*"ceived them with 
an uncommon degree of pride and arrogance; which, as 
my informer expreffed himfelf, they could not eafily digeft 
from a vagabond jheep-jkin prince. He fucceeded, how-
ever, in keeping up his importance with them as well as 
with his 'own people. At prefent, old and infirm, and 
barely director 'of a more inconfiderable and freer fociety, 
confifting of about two hundred people, he is wont to re-
ceive his old Chriftian acquaintance in the moft friendly 
manner, and, with tears in his eyes, to aik for tobacco, 
no longer by way of tribute, but as a prefent, which he 
is willing to receive from their bounty. 

The defpotic and tyrannical conduct by which this chief 
made himfelf fo famous, arid for fome time fo powerful 
and fa much feared, is probably 'the occ.fion of his being 
reduced to the low ftate in which he is at prefent; and it is 
imagined, will bring him to" il:ill more abject and lower 
condition. This great man may, perhaps, at !aft come to 
the mifcrable fituation of the lion in the fable. Anuthel' , 
caufe of his prefent degradation is as, follows. His fub
jeets, weary of the ammtion and fevere difcipline of their 
chief,. took the opportunity of deferting him, at the time ' 
when he was gallantly marching at the head of them againft 
the Gaffrcs. ' Being no longer fo fwift of foot as he was in 
his youth, he was not able to make his e{cape, . and was 
conle<\<lcntly taken pri{Dl)er; but being recognized as a · 
chief,. his life, according to the cuftom 1 have before men-

tioned, 
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tioned, as being c!l:,blifi1cd among the Caffres, waS fpareq, 
and he was fent back to his people; yet not without me
naces of having his eyes put out, if ever he fuonld rife 
againlt them in arills in future. This misfortune, and the 
falutary lelron given him by his enemies, were not efficacious, 
however, as foon as he had again collected together a num
ber of his people, to divert his ho!l:ile intentions againlt the 
Caffres. It was faid, that he had .]ately endeavoured to 
fpirit up another petty Boiliies-man chief againlt them, and 
had received from him promifes of affiltance, as foon as he 
cou.Jt1 get iron to head his arrows with, and make the other 
necefiary preparations. They were apprehenfive, and not 
withont reafon, that the old tyrant in this intended expe
dition of his wou.Jd meet with that death, which, tired of 
himfelf and his adverfe fortune, he feemed to be .in fcarch 
of. He had, according to. cllftom prevalent among the 
Hottentots, appointed the youngeft of his three fons to be 
heir to his pofieffions and throne. Neither of the three, 
h owever, was fuppofed to inherit the father's talents and 
abilities in a fuffieient degree, to be able to eltablifu himfelf 
on the throne. 

The refpective methods of fighting of the Caffres and 
,Hottentots are very different. The Caffres, as we have 
mentioned above, make ufe of darts, which they cannot 
employ with any effect at • greater dift.nce than twenty 
or thirty paces. Of thefe darts they do not carry with 
them into the field more than three or four; ' fa that. they 
are foon dif.niled, in ca£e their antagonifts are beW . and 
nimble enough to pick up thefe weapons as foon as the 
Caffres have thrown them out of their hands. The Caffres, 

moreover, 
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moreover, ufe a !hield made .,f !hoe-fole·leather, and large 
enough to cover the whole of their bodies ·completely, on 
Iheir !hrinking themfelves up into·a rather fmaller compaf,. 
I have feen a baftard Caffre go through his exercife with thefe 
weapons; from whence I condude, that when they are in 
actual engagement, they !hif! their bodies continually from 
one fide to the other, fo that they cannot eafily be hit, 
taking care all this time to keep their bajJagais or darts in 
readinefs, to throw at the unguarded part of their antago
nifts. The Bo!hies-men, on the other hand, who are with
out any !hields, . are more than a match for the Caffi-es, as 
long as they cari keep them at a good uiftance from them 
by means of their bows and poifoned arrows, which, though 
they do not immediately make fo painful a wound, as the 
hajJagais of the Cafi;res, are . yet more dangerous in the 
end. 

It- was in confequence of this circumftance, that Ruy
TER'S BoChies-men beat the Caffies for fo long a time. It 
has therefore been a matter of wonder, that the Caffres have 
not leameuthe ufe of the bow and arrow, in like manner as 
their enemies the Bo!hies-men. This manner of fighting 
docs not fcelll to require great courage, nor indeed does it 
appear calculated to give either nation a difpofition to it. 

If I may be allowed to judge from two inftanccs, . the 
/laves of the Chrifiians arc of a much more warlike turn. 
Thefe, confcquently, when they elope from their mafters' 
fervice, are fure to be well received and protected by the 
Caffi-es. At leaft, a Caffre prince, notwithftanding that he 
had a handfome confideration offered him, had jnn before 
our arrival in thefe parts, refnfed to deliver up two flaves 
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.,,6. 'belonging to the Chriilians; aJledging, by way of giving a 
b nuuy, . . 
.~ reafon for his rcfufaJ, that they were hIs heft warnors. 

Before I proceed, agreeably to the order of my journal, to 
-fpeak of Agler Bruntjes-boog te, where I lived for fome time, 
I muft juft mention the following particulars relative to a 
province immediately bordering upon it. 

,Camdebo is an arid, flat, Carrow-like tract of country, in
habited hy Chriftians, who are chiefly employed in rearing 
cattle. This diftrict is faid to extend as far as the fouth 
fide of the Sneeuw mountains. From the information and 
accounts that were given me, I have laid down in my map 
two different roads, hy which people may go to the Cape 
through Camdebo, hoth from Agler Bruntjes-boogte and from 
the Sneeuwbergen. The north road is faid to go to An
tbon· veld, Kau-veld, and BoUe-veld. ..The fouthern way 
goes 'downwards to Olipbant's-rivier, and fo along that to 
the high road, by which I wentmyfelf, and which I'havc 
laid down in. my map. You may Iikewife turn out of this 
fouthern road before, and go by .plotte-"'oo}; Hex-ri'Vier, 
and fo on to the Cape. The inhabitants of Camdebo and 
Sneeuwberg have likewife, it is fai!!, found out a by-road, 
though rough and intricate; dO\llll by the fide of Zondap
.. ivier to Zwartkops-rivier, · in order to provide themfelves 
with fait at the falt-pits' defcribed above. 

Thefe two roads through Comdebo, &c. are, it is true, 
the neareft from Bru'1tjes-boog te to the Cope; arid in fact, 
the only road that people toke. But the tracts of t;Duntry 
through which they are ,carried, are faid to be but little in
h.abited, very arid, and d¢ficient in refpect to pafturagc, 
and ftill more fo in the article of water; particularly that 

year, 
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ye~i ' w~h was (uppof~~o hi' me, drieft in the memory of 
man, fo ,that fotrle particular watering-placeswet:e entire
ly dIjed up. I was told of 'a traveller, the greater part of 
.whofe oxen had; ':on occafion of this circum fiance, fainted 
and' died upon.,the 'road. , Conl.equently, our beafts, whiclj. 
.wex;e t<;lO 'few ~.auA>l>er tOibe able ,to.,relieve , each other 
much. , >by:~i& ,ti,me ~ out, ,and ·not· ufed to put ;'p 
WIth , th~i!i~' builies of the Carrow country, were 
tlj.e, m,ore, ~ltely , ~perJili, had we I)ot, on the (core of 
thefeC9nfid~,jol)" fuffered ounelves ·to beentiI~ly 'dif. 
fuaded , fromtraveUing by ,thefe roads. I was likewife 
obliged to give~p all thoughts <)f vifiting Sneeuw3erg and 
Camdebo. 01L,.account of tilt:. diforder among the hones, 
which was-faid 'at·,this ·!iIne to be very rife, and had alre~dy 
reachedalmoit as raVe as to"4glerc BruntjeJ.,ooogtt, In this 
place, ~oreover, " ,tj1et:e' ,!¥ere",l)lany, binis, infects, aud ani
mals which .l 'Aad not"in<>ilierp,arts. and whiCh gave 
me fufficient ,titpploy,Ill!!n.t':'"" Befides, my preCent.hoft, who 
wi/hed to k:eeRm~ .wilh' . .h4n:!or: :!he .fake of ~wopeople 
who were fick; illl;l~s : houl.e;~~s ,extreI!!ely_ c~vil to me, anll 
affifted me greatly in m, refearches; and, together with one 
<)f his fons .:and his fon-iti,,.law, .acco~panie~l me afterwards 
ona ,hunting"]Jarty doWn: rijehrrivi,,:, 'which ' !afied for a 
foitnight,and of ,~h liliallg;.ve;m accoum-hereafter. 

HayiugJo"trlany {ubjects to employ myfelf:upon, .I was 
almoft, te\llpt¢ to .,ell1ain here dlUing the, w~r,. in order 
.to ,make a trip, the, fo!IQ~il1g fpnng .to the"':(a,mbltii mir;es, 
;lIldat the fame . to .go" in,.que,\1:,,of the.'micorn,. , In fact, 
both ~r. 1MlIJELJoIA'N. an4,.)illy1l:1f etl<lc;avDlu;ed to r.erfuade 
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fevcral farmers To equip themfelves for this undertaking. 
This CeI,eme they had no great objecHon to, but could not 
give roe a pofitive' .nfwer on the fubjeCt; and indeed, af
tcr a more mature confideration of the matter I found, that 
I had neither money nor gunpowder fufficient for the pur
pore, not to ',rncl1tion many other good reafom which pre
vented me 'from' putting it intoexetution. I was therefore 
obliged, though fore againft my will, to give up all thoughts 
of this excllrfion; though 'afterwards 1 ,,'as not very forry 
at havmg met with the difappointment, being pretty well 
convinced, that another .year's fatigue would nat have con
tributed much more to my fattire happinefs. 

, In the mean while, after an abfence of five years fpent 
in travels and voyages to various parts 'of the globe, I ima
gine it will 'fcarcely be neoel!2ry to make an yexcufe for 
turtling my thoughts IikeWife 'towards hOme. ' Happy if 
my humble endeavours lhould "excite other narur.lifts to 
purfue the fame path with greater fuccefs, and make \IS ac
quainted with the remaining cmions and remarkable ob
jects, which are doubtlefs ftiH 'tf) 'befuund in the {outhern 
parts of Africa. 

Confequently, Agter Brurt1jes.&ogte isthe northemmoft 
part that I vifited of the whole colony; and, 1n my opinion, 
it -is 'likewife the moft PIeaflint. ' There was frill remain
ing on the ground, a more meadow-like verdure than is 
ufually ken in this Country; a verdure ·that awed its exift
eoce to the lhelrer th:tt ms afforded-iothe foil by the thorny 
branches of \hemimoja miotita, and was lOll further en
liveried by the numerous''i'ellow 'b101foms of that plant. 
The great quantity of beautiful vemallilies, together with a 

peculiar 
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J*~\)liar parajitic planr of a blood, red. hl:le,~ (defcrjbed by 
me. in ·the Swediih Tranfaa:. for 1776,. page 307) which 

. werl' now fpringing out of their beds Covered with a more 
verdant and luxUl'iant herbage than the other parts' of this 
country, muft doubtlefs in the feafon .for their bloom
ing, add full morQ t\llbe fplendour ofthis delightful fcene. 
This, how~ver, · .was !Jot a .little augmented »y a purling 
fiream, viz •. Little yifth-ri'l.lier, which winds through this 
fpot in fpqrtive .• meanders. On its banks, befides corn
fields, were feen fcattered up and down orchards and kit
chen-gardens . recently laid out, and fome of them cut 
through with drains. Plantations, which though as ·yet 
inconfiderable, feemed, however, to promik every thing 
to time and induftry. The houfes, far from intimidating 
the traveller by their fplendid appearance, with the con
lhaincd pomp . of antichambers and drawing-rooms, were 
rather in the .fiyle of plain and fimple cottages; but, on 
the other .hand, were cnvironed with the animated embel
lilhments of theep and cattle, and inhabited by licople in 
cary circumftances; who, not wit\linterefted views, but with 
open arms received me and my companion, juft arrivee! 
from the dreary and inhofpitabledefert, and, .charmed us 
with their kind and friendly behaviour . 

. The fuperior degree of fertility, and .the more delight-· 
ful venblre whic)J. I found here,·. ought, perhaps, to be aC
cribed to. a ;ridge. of mountains on the eaft fide of Little 
Y ijch'l'i'I.Iitr, whi<:llwas~terfeaed by beautiful green vales 
interfperfed .with w~. Thefe DJO\Ultains, by colltcting the 
clQJlds· tIl~·ller. caufed.t~m .tOfall in refrefhing .fho",ers ,of 
tl!iu on the hanks of the river that ran at their feet: am! 
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the fuperior degree of fertility occ.lioned by, thefe circllm
fiances, hlVited not only the antilopes and other animals of , 
the chafe to this lide of the country, but likewiCe induced 
various kinds of beautiful birds to reCort to it, al?d build their 
nefis in the trees that grew on the banks of the river. 

What contributes not • little to this fertility is, that ,the 
land is frelb, that is to fay, not yet. worn 'O\it by being too 
frequently and too clofely grazed ,off by , the numerous 
flocks and herds of rue Chriftians, vide Vol. ,po Z.I I, 252. 

All the colonifts who follow the grazing ' bufineCs, and 
particular! y thofe at A,gter BruntjeJ-hoogte, lead an eafy and 
pleaCant ,life. , One of theCe boors uCually puts to his plough 
eight or ten of his fat, or rather pampered oxen; and it is 
hardly to be conceived, with what little trou!;>le he gets into 
order a field of a moderate fize; and in confequence of 
his feeding fo great a number of cattle, how ;,afily he can 
render it in the higheft degree fertile. So that, always fure 
of a rich harveft from a foil not yet worn out, and ever 
grateful to- the culture beftowed upon it, he may be almoft ' 
faid merely to amufe, himfelf with the cultivation of it, for 
the bread be wants for himfelf and 'his family; while many 
other hufbandmen muft fweat and toil themfelves a1moft 
~eat4' both for wh'at th~y ufe ,tpemfelves, and for that 
, 'eh, is confumed by ,others, who frequently live in cafe 
an ' indolence. By his extenfive paftures, and by' throwing 
a, fuffident quantity "nand into tillage, he rears,a ·confide ... 
able numherof horfes, ,which frequently . are uCed only a few 
<!~ys in a year, for the, pilrpofe of treading out and threlb
iog his corn. With ple;Utire, :bu~ without the leaft trouble 
Jo' himfelf, he fees the heros and flocks, which cao.ftitute his 

riches, 
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riches, daily and confiderably increaling. Thefe are driven 
to pailure and home ';gain by a few Hottentots · or /laves, 
who like"'ife make the butter; fo ·that it is almoft .only 
with the milking, . that the famier, . together with his wife 

'. .". 
and chillI rep, conc!:'F".themfelves at all; To do this bulTnefs, 
however" he has ' no. occafion to rife before {even or. eight 
o'clock in th~ . mOrning; and notwithftanding his having 
enjoyed his beq fo lopgin the morning, he can afford, 
without negleCting aliy thing of confe'quence, to allow him
fdf an afternooi,'s nap, which the heat ofihe <Iin.,ate ren
llers more agreeable than it is in our northern regions: 

That they might not put their arms and bodies out of 
the eafy and commodious pofture in which they had laid 
them. on the couch, they have been .known to receive tra.
vellers lying quite ftill and motionlefs, excepting that they 
h ave very civilly pointed out the road, by moving their foot 
to the right or left. Profelfor.THtINBERG, who has had 
greater opportunities than I had of exploring the Y.i.arn1er 
Carrow diftriCts, (vide Vol. I. page 246) where the inhabi
.tants were ftill ·more indolent, . has given me an account 
much to the. fame purpofc. 

l :\)e, leajli l1g ?r-Wej~. arwson the table at meal times, is 
a' cuftom very common ~ith the colonifts, and confide red 
hy them as a very laudable one, and.in this lJarticularly I 
followed . my hoft's example; but 1. could neit fufficiently 
allmire,the invent.ive fpirit of illlenefs, exhibited in the vo
.JupttlOUS . poftu~e. in which they.univerfally indulge them
felves when they' fmoke their pipes. . Sitting on a bench 
or a chair . without elbows, .with tbeir backs moderatel y 
P!'nt, they lay their left leg, over their right knee, and upon 
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the left knee again thus raifed, they, rel1: their left elbow, 
while with ' the hind on the fam~fide they fupport their 
chin,- or one of th~ir cheeks, at the fam~ti~r,e holding 

, their , pipe~ i~ '~har ~,9J1ths. Their, ~ightJiaI\di£ then at 
:liberty to j1;rafpthefinall!Jf their left lc;g,,:\~lh, or elfe to 
coqvey now arid t_~to their mOll~, a '~~ng<lr;lught of 
'tea. Lettl'ie' ,readei"reprefent to I~j"~lffeveralpe9ple iit-

,'. ',,' .. ~ •... ,..... . ,. - . J" .. -, 'e " 

ting together in this pofture, , ~nd he "wiUre;u,ljly conceive 
what an elegant figure they "woilldil1oke in, ",_group. 1 
never .fawaAY o( the f~ rex, howeX,er,.in 'aP9!l:urc of 
this kind. Among a fet ,:?tb~!ngs.(o ent,irelY devoted to 
their eaf~one might nat~~yn.peCl: to meet with a va
riety of the molt commodiQll~ eafy chair~ and fofas; Imt 
the truth is; that they find it much mOre commodious,.tD 
avoid thetrot.ble of inventing,arid making them., 

- ," _, .• , '. .,. . ' . -t-'!' ,',' " " ,.," .r ., ~ . ' . 
J 'retp.a,rked as a very fingutarWC\lmibin~,tl);it, awealthy 

,fanner ' at Agler BrzlJ1(jes-boOgU, who had plen_ty of tim
ber to fell, had neverthelefs only a !jcketty elbow-chair in 
his houfe, aliefa fe\y fcantY;J\ool~ cif the molt f1l,l1j>le con
-firuCl:ion, mad~ of a finglc;War!I; with f!>uc rough-hewn 
"ill-Ihapen legs. What," h?weye~; was Ml ,more fingular 
was, that il6twithftandipg ,th,at'<~wu)($~, Aools had 19ft a 
leg, yet it was: frequently m~,~¥-~ tjie el)dangering of 
t\ie ,~rfon's .TIm.bs :w,hp fat upOp ~t, . )Vit~out either the 
Ib~~r.0f the ho~fe 'OI;, ;my of his three, ~ns. w.h<Twere 
-otherwlfe all 'alert ,ellDugh at the chaf~, h;I',)Dg -ever -once 
.t~oughtof men~l~g ,~\ " , N'1~ dig,~ ~,~biWits (Of this 
p1~ exhib!t~\lf9, '~~i;r~l(!,~Y ,~ mOOe~atiGn" or to 
f~~; lllore, pro~Y' Jlp.~~'i~penury_111 ,thelT.dref~, 
:tl;l;lO }ll'theJr furwture:; ,J¥:lij;.. ~, Y(b,icl;l, therefp~, .,were 
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polte«"ed by thefe gra~iers, and the p~ntiful tables they ~ 
could afford to keep .in· confequence of thefe poffeilions. 
The <lift.nce at whk:h they are from the Cape, may, in-
deed, be ·Uimie excufe for their having no other earthen-
ware "t china in -their houfes, but what was cracked or 
broken; · but this; methinb, fuould not prevent them from 
being in jicftreffio'n of ·too.re than one or tWo old pewter pots, 
and fOlne few plates of the fame metal; fo that two people 
are frequently obliged to eat out of one dilb, uling it belides 
for every different article of food that comes upon table. 

'Each gueft. muft bring his.:knife . with him, and they 
frequently rruike ufe of theirfinge~s inftead of forks. The -- . 
moft wealthy fanner herds'c!IDfidered as being well dreffed 
in a jacket of home-l1}ade'.c1oth; or fomething of the kind 
made of any other coarfe -cloth, breeches of undrelfed lea
ther, woollen {tockings, a ftriped waificoat, a cotton hand
kerchief a1>out his neck, a coarfe callico thirt, Hottentot 
field-tho.s, or elfe leathern !hoes, with brafs buckles, and 
a coarfe hat. Indeed it is' not in drefs, but in the number 
and thriving condition of their cattle, and chiefly in the 
ftoutnefs of their draugllt;oxen, that thefe pe.fants vie 
with each other. " It is llkewife by aCtivity and manly ac
tions, and by other qualities,- " that render a man fit' for the 
marriedftate, and the rearing of a family, that the youth 
chiefly obtaiti the' efteem of the fair "fex; none 6f whol);1 
likewlfe wei'i 'everknown. for the fake of vying "(ith ea.ch 
other in point of drdS,tobiive ~d;lDgered either their huf
band's property or therr own'\'lrrue . . . A plain c10fe cap, and a 
co.rfc·c()tton gown, viltue and good hoUfewifery, ate look:-

4 . ~ 
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'7'.' .ed 'upon by the fair fex . as fufficient om.meors for their 
.Janulry. 
\J'vV perfons; a flirting' difpofition, coquetry and Nffit, ·would 

have very little 'effeCt in malting conquefts of yeung men, 
.brought up';n fo hardy a manner, ·and: : who 'have had fo 
·homely and artlefs an education, as the youth in this place. 
In Ihort, one may· here, if any where 'iil . the world; lead 
.an innocent. virtuous, and happy' lire .. 

When in company with thefe plain .artlefs huibandmen, 
Jured frequently to fiart fuch queftions and fubjeCts of 
.convetfatidn, as tended to give .them,,,, 'proper fenfe of the 
happinefs of their fituation, . and ·make them fet a higher 
,value upon' it, than th .. y ',l>ethafls had done before. In
. deed, I thought lcould ·not more properly or more .agrea-
1>ly employ the 'Utrle Dutch I had learned, than in per
Juading ' the .good people. among whom I fojourned, to be 
.content with their lot, and confeqtrently to be happy. . One 
.day, when r was urging this point, I received the follow
ing pertinent, '·but kind reply, from a difcreet fenfible '1'0'

.man, who was daughter to an inferior magifirate at Zwel
lend am, and "'asm arried .to 'il yeoman in this place. 

" My good friend,. faid ·lhe, you ·talk like a prudent fen
lible man; I am quite,ar yout opinion, and wiib you every 
happine[. that can attend you':'; 'wliy-need'you wander any 
longer up and down 1:he 'wotld in 'quefi of happiDefs? You 
.find it here, and are"weJcome to enjoy it amoDg us. You 
have already a waggon, oxen, aDd fiI.ddle hO!'.fes; thefe 
are the chief things requi/ite in OI'der·ttlf'.fet 'up a farmer; 
.ther.e are yet uD&\ltivated\l>I_ii"eQ~h in this neighbour
hood, 'proper eithe'r'for '~i<iIg~r'-Or . tillage, fo that yoa 
;l'(liy cb.oofe ,Ol1tofan extcnftVe reaCt of .land the :{pot that 

plea[e. 
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pleafes you beft. . Here are people enough, who will fcnd 
you ·¢'at par): of their ·.cattle to keep . which they cannot 
conveniently look afrer 'tilemfelves, . on conditions that you 
ihan. have . the " yO\l1!g~ones produced by them for your 
trouble. IQctb.is.M''&Y' 'tliany young beginners,have acquired 
a competellC!' ;'n ·.a'·~~.;!~. . With your knowledge of 
dilorder~ '~9; ·~tS" YllU,may Tender· yourfeJ{ fervice.ble 
to your n~u.rs, .. anit .now and . then . -get a heifer or a 
calf. In fuOl'tJd .wlll:Yenture .. to prophefy, ,that .you will 
foon have COWS an4: 1heep in abundance. Yet .there.is.ftill 
fomewhat wanting, which,is moft c!fcntiai to your hap
pinels ; this is; a pmdent and 'difcreet wife: take my ad
vice and look . about you, and I will t,ke upon me to 
,,!fure ypu, that you will not long be without one in this 
country.~ > 

Thb advice, fa confonant to the voice of nature, and 
coming ,vid.> fuch .. kind. intention from the fair fex, could 
not bUL.greatly affeCl: me: it is remarkable, how'ever, that 
the poor woman who gave it 111e, had herfelf a bad huf
band. 

As a farther. prqof,. that)t -is. not fo much to the diffe
rent degrees in which 'na~e_ has 1hed ·her bounty over the 
place a man lives in, as.to,hiD)feJf and his fellow-creatures, 
that he ought to impute his felicity, 1 had the chagrin to 
fee the pe~ of this happy fpot inte)'rupted by tbe.jarring 
of two nejg!:>!;lgurs,:., 

.Ha,ving nGw .. flA':~e.,li,l):Ie dI'Parted ~n my narration frpm 
the order of my·journ'llo. J ;will,here ~fume it.~I fraid at 
Ag!er Bl.'linljes-hQogletill ¢.e. ~lft :day ofJanuary. During 
this ·time. my oxen,. which before :we~e. very lean, had got 
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• "Ii. into good condition.; :m<iwe ourfelV'es .. took calC, by drink-. 
JiollOaty . 
~ ing plentifully ,of ,hutllCl:...milk, and, by, doing hooour to the 

good fure fet ·befone us, in, grel¢ abun<lan.(;e,by thefe woolly 
fUftics, to ,m,a&e ' oudi:lYe~. amlllld""~th!:,,hlliBger, thirft, 
and other hardlhips '~e,. had! fuffi:~e~h.iQ\'_~ "."hole ,month in 
the <klett. , . Amongiotht)l;. defu;acies;Z:1iI(e,.,,4'lre' eIl!!!Ortained 
,on tI)e , ~dof;j"t\uacy with""dUhi • . Cl:lW.CIII~as,'tt )'lIlIS fin
gular, taken from a, oollpio;"ot'!'icore,of cl!lV;C&; which, had 
been calhattld ,that day. "The 'wmnew,too~':Qf this dilh 
W,Wl'lUt blulhing. 1 h~ll':'3lready,. ~edj" that I had 
had, on, my w,ay hither 1ilIDC !ilule teudenc)I,,'to , the gout; 
and at this place it increafed,fo.,much, that' on the 8th and 
9th of. this month I could-fcar.cely fiand 'Ofu:ither foot, A 
fulfild's '>rith whkh the finews and articulations of my, feet 
""ere aife6ted, and which was attended with an .ac.lll~.pain 

arul'. dry' neat diffu/ed'over the. fltin . irfeli, .'OCQIuoned"me to 
think otthe \lapour barh, as . being a powerfully · emolbent 
.remedy, 'Fhe quick relief I : had; reen alfurded: by"artificiol 
warm·.baths ,to .tWD, gouty"paieots 4r MriClio as,wella&the 
benefits"arifing Ur fimilar ,difOl'ders. from the ufe of natural 
warm baths in.thi.,'OOullt11',adil_k>to moy.f.1lQt;heUlg able. to 
bear ei~her the pain <CIO,W~ .~,occ;olio .. ed',by_t\1is dif
Qt<Ier • . induc~me. Iik:e"'ife,::{c:mi'!.~6'.m~;the experiment 
OIIJim.y.lelf; ,an(hhereby, entir.eli ,avero<>me both , the: COlU

~r.in' my, foPt.- andithecommon;prejladice, ti1lat ,the gout 
will not· bear Water.r, 

Tdleappal'ahlS< WlItfl'O ~fl~.a~~'am, e!!fY ""Xhe 
r.emedJ>. ,. My. £ea't~)lt~iQ.dao/for.l;ht>ee-or rour 
~ at ati~;\lI:Hai~~\aCib£" .. -tub:{)fwarm~wl!IiIIf, 
ill-' •• h the 'ftelKu;i :IIiiil:lYl/ot;w4oo,oooJlneci !:ty,;_s.of 

cloths, 
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doths, and k.ept np by the addition 'of heated ·frones. At 
intervals I likewife put my foot down into the water, hut 
thi~ did not :Ieem to produce fuch fpeedy and evident re
lief as the vapour tIid, oot rather produced . ll f welling in 
the feet, with .fome .degree of [pafm. -Within a jew :days 
I was et1JI;iMy recoveredj:" ;md about the fame time bad the 
pleafure tlf,:rettoring"h,y .. meanso£ this bath, a .farmer's 
wife, who' had befidesa bad habit of body; in fome de
gree to the:u(" of'her feet; . though for feventM'eeks before, 
by reafonof the pain and fwelling in them. lhe had not 
been able to fenhem on the gmund. 

Since my return to my native 'country, I have not heen 
able to perfuadeany gouty perfon in limilar circumftances 
to make ufe of this remedy; though I can now likewife 
appe:.:1 to the uOiverfally as well as julUy celebrated Dr. 
TISSOT, who, in a cafe he has giveo to the public, eo
deaVours to oppofe the prejudices entertained againfr luke
warm pediluviums in ehe gout. eVid. E./Iili fur I .. Ma
ladits des Gens du ;,zonde, p. I4Z. Laufanne, I77Z.) 

The farmer'll wife aOOve.mentioned, was 'one of the two 
patients on whofe aCCOllI1t.l wa~ obliged to ·nuke a longer 
flay in this place, as I ' bilve already intimated. The other 
WllS a boy of ten yean of. · age; who,kept his bed upwards 
of fix montbs with a fiftulous· ulcer in the thigh,.,.accom
ranied with ·a· he&ic fevtr and great pain,. , all w bicb" were 
fuppofed to have proceeded merely . from bis having jump
ed from oft' ~.,~ three feet high. The part afllifud 
with pain. which aftQrWalXls .began ,to ·,ulcerate, had been 
«e!fed ever fmce,. .purlUaot la'a method~.commonly prac
tifed' in this Country as it is prejudicial, with hot and irritat-
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ing cat,plafms made of aromatic herbs. But .fter I had 
enlarged the wound, and had ·oreifed it for a confiderahle 
time with a,falve compofcd of. boney mixed with a little 
oil and melted wax, the patient's diet all the while confiil:
ingonly of .wort,· milk, and greens; with now' and then a 
little . brea<l.· l was,ahl" to extract afplin~' of ·o; ,boIle three 
inchc.s, long" and' three ·nnger&broado after·.which the,whole 
rcemed 'lifpofed to .heal v.ety fuO:. 

Notwithfianding that b¥ .. fimple ,.and , 'Very eafy reme
dies. of this. kiod, the live$ of the, African ' ruO:ic. might 
be for the moO: part faved, and the calamities attendant 
on life 1><; mitigated; yet in this fimple and truly paf
toral way ' of life, fa univerfally celebrated, for its felicity, 
and in the . midil: of their delightful parks and meadows, 
frill they are fa far lmfortun.te, that,. when they · are at
tack.ed by .any diforder, they ·are either entirely ' ignorant 
of the remedies beO: adapted to the cure of it,or for the 
moil: part apply them very. improperly; and at the .,fame 
time lire .at the cliftance <;>£, lIIany hundred, and, indeed, 
one may fay, fame thoufan<ls1lf ,. miles from thofe, from 
whOle advice alone aoo affifiance,,they have Teafon to ex
pect reli.ef: and ill fo far>, at,l~j.l:,. is : tbis much-vaunted 
pa(toral way of life, > with ,all , ~t •. ,.umplicity and concomi
rant ignorance, lefs to. be 'prized than our more populous 
aDd'i~tter ,· regulated ,(Qcieties in town;qUlu' cities, where, 
befules the advantag.;s"euounding to, mankind , from all the 
other (dences, ,that ,of.rocllicioe, ;i.o '~11ar''remarkably 

cO\\tributesJo thehap~s~Q)lc4'!l1i)mprtals in .. this life; 
""J.t l!ppeare</ ' to:Dlc(y{!ft\sfiQg»!ar*, tbat , the colooilts ·,had 

very little, and, 'indecd" f ,may. iay-, no knowledge .• t) ~ll 'of 
one 
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one of the commoneil: and inoil: troublefome diforders of 
any they were fuhjeCt to, which was worms. A,lults, and 
even elderl y pcrums, fccmed to be more univerfally trou
bled with this complaint than children; particularly 'with 
the tape worm, the fymptoms of which were likewife often 
plainly !()'bedifcovered' in, men of the healthicil: appearance. 
Befides a great' number 6f the more ufual fymptoms, which 
afcertain the prefence of thefe animals, moil: of the patients 
complained of an oppreffion at the brcaft, and an anxiety 
about the heart (botji quaa/ en benaauwde botjl,) for which 
reaton the greater part cf them, fome of their own heads, 
and others in purfuance of the advice of quack. at the 
Cape, kept themfelves weak and low by a filare diet and 
remedies againft the confumption of the lungs, and often 
kept on pertinacioufly in this tre~ltment of themfelves ; 
though ,the longer they continued it, the worfe they grew. 
Nay, under an apprehenfion of their lungs being difcafed, 
they had even given up their beloved hrandv; though at 
the fame time they owned they never had obferved that it 
was in any ways pnjl\dicial to them, in refpeCt to the 
principal wmplaint. Having, therefore, during the 01'
prellion on the cheft, the' fwoonings, or the difficulty ()f 

refpiration with which they were feized, been perfuaded 
by me to take a fup or two of it, .. efpccially when the vir
rues ofit were heightened by ';:odde aljie! (a kind of worm
wood) heinginfu(ed in it, and thev having 'always found 
in!tan! relief {oellie :.time, their ' joy can hardl y be con
ceived, which was ' not :Iefs ,-{as · they fometimes jocoiCIy 
mnfelferl)- on account of , their being "able to enjoy the 
fweets of this delicious remedy, than of the effeCi it had 
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ill relieving their complaints; they likewifc rejoiced in 
finding themfclves able to ltand this proOf of their lung .. 
not being a$feded, as in eonfequeuee of their fcar on that 
account, theywBtlld h.r<Uy have ventured to follow my ad
vice, had I not, on the firit {ufpicion I had of their <IiI:' 
order, informed them of moit of '~heir complaints' hefore 
hand, by reckoning up rhe {yml>t~ ufu..uy attendant on 
warms. Garlie'k, the buds of the lIIilde offes above-men
tioned, falt, oil, ox-gall, and aloC$,were, of aU vermifuges, 
the ealicit to be procured here; and were given them, to
gether with fame relin of jalap'which I had brought with 
me; bllt twa of VERtlIlA'S relations m/hly attacked their 
worms with garlick, both taken alone and mixed with every 
thing they '\te, ami by this means foon voided '. number 
of worms, and got rid of all their complaints. ' One of 
them faid he had difeharged part of a worm ' with legs and 
feet, which was grey at top, but yellow under the belly 
like rups, or caterpillars, which are changed into chryialiles, 
and afterwards become butterflies. He had likewi!"e ob
ferved the exuvi~, or fkins, ,of this kind of worm in his 
ordinary' evacuations. 
" Befides the fatisfa8ioo 1 found in being ' ufefill, and 

1hewing' my gratitude to thefe hofpitable milles, by giving 
them my advice iln this, as well as on other occafions, as 
weB 'as ,by the diftribution offome medicines which I had 
brought with me" and always gave ''''''y gnatis in the 
courfe of my joumey~ ' I by this' meabi lik:ewifegot mere 
into their good'graces,:,and ~;aiTJ.ftance more readily, 
and more authentic in&'itma'tion, than Jperhaps could ,h~ve 

done with mOJley: fu ,thiit the fiender 1tock of medical 
know-
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knowlalge I was po£fdfed of, proved 01' gr<oatcr {ervice to 
Ine than I could ·have imagined; not to mention the afto
nifhment and veneration whkh it excited in thefc good po<>
pie, and which often reminded me of fhe proverb, dans. 
Ie pais des a'Veu;;les /" b.rgnes /onl ro;s. 

The c31lfe, why WORnS arc fo common a diforder in this. 
colony, I dare -not undertake to explain. It may be fuf
peetcd that in many people they are hereilitary,. and are 
incre.fed by- a copinus milk. diet. Others, perhaps, w(Jre 
infefte,l by thefe animals, by means of the foul and. putrid 
water which they were f0r the moft part obliged to put up 
with in their hunting expeditions, and in their journey to 
the Cape; the men ill particular, appearing to be troubled 
with this complaint: With refpeet to thefe country peo_ 
] lle, there docs not fecnl to be much room for attl~ibu.ting 

tile difonler to fifh, as in the fren, water and rivers of thefe 
regions there· is hardly any to be found. When, however, 
thefe ruftics-get to the Cape, they generally take care· not 
to want fi)r frefh fifh_ The towns-people, on the contr" ry, 
",.'-ho H ve a good deal upon frelh 6th; are not in proportioIl 
io much troubled with worms ; but then they have pure. 
water to drink; milk is · rather fcarce with thCln.; while, 
on the other han,l, they·do 'not Ilfe to frillt thcmfdves in 
th't.~ articles of wine and fpiritllous liquors. 

On-the 5th I 1"mle Ollt " hunting along with two .farmers, 
bejn,~ Chiefly in quell: of the gnu, the animaU ha"e defc,i bed 
aq>a~e 1 31 'of this Volume. In thefe parts we foul1,llarge 
hen-Is or-them·, and !hot a fcmale;fllllqllitc throug h the body·; 
notwithftanding> which, fhe ran, though-tottcri,,?;, to the 
<lift.nce of eishty or an hundred paces from us before ihe 
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fell. Being mounteiI on fleet horfes, we were able to rive IJy 
them all, and feparate one of the· herds fmlll the reft, from 
whence we drove away a calf, . which we took home with us 
alive. It was of this that I afterwards .made the.qiifethon, 
to which J have referred in page 133_ fqr rhe proof of what 
J there advanced. The height of thi~ .aninlalwas.tW;{l,t"eet, and 
the length from the ears to the t.aUI1leafure4A~fl ythefame; 
the tail itfelf was fix inche.long, .and very hairY, .with white 
and brifily hairs at the tip. To "(;Oj1cll!de, the pr.eduminant 
colour in this animal is a very .pale. or light brown; the bell y 
is white, the nofe black; there is a black circle round the eyes; 
it is Iikewifc black ahoot the ears, an<l its forehead is of a 
dark brown colour; the Inane is black, two inches long, and 
rather of a hrilUy nature, IJeing fet off on each fide by hairs 
equal to its length, which cover the neck, and whicll arc 
twice as long as they are in other parts of the body; the 
beard too inclines more to grey, or is of a lighter . colour 
thall the reft of the animal's body. I had Iikewifc pre
viouily [eenand examined an.other tame one of the fame 
fize, which was iQtended for a prefcot for tile governor: 
it was [earen, however, that . this, as well as the young 
hartbeefts .which they were end~ilyouring to bring up tame, 
would be fubjeCt to a kind of. fUlCQ.r or madnefs. The cry 
of tbe young gnu was fometimes onje, and at other times n(/
vond, a good deal refFmbling the nonje of the colonifts 
(me~g mifs,) . a,,<.Itlieir ufual coimat\lon of the w\lrds 
goede;' .~vond, or gOQdexening; [0 .. mat ; in the dark, lhe 
ij,und lIligbt eafIlY~~"'\!;fm. fOl' t~e ; y.Dice Qr ·fa.\utation 
oJ a child. TheJ"."affi,.iJ.~Qlorthis. gnucfawll' . the ·ani
mal being extremely yo~. was foft and flabby. 

On 
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. On the day I have mentioned we Iikewife lhot a quagga, 
which" was almoft entirely devoured within a fe'w hours 
by birds of prey, after having, according to their ufna! 
cuitom, begun with the eyes. 

An aninf.! of the height of eighteen inches was known 
to the fiirmers 'here by 'the name' of the gTly jackal, as it 
approaChes pretfynear the common jackal in fize, as well 
as in the Ib.pe of its head and body; but to judge from 
the teeth alone, as far as I can recollea them at prefent, 
the grey jackal feems rather to bear the charaaeriitic marks 
hy which the viverra, or weafel kind is diflinguilbed in the 
SrJlem of Nature, Edit. XII. 

The hair with which the grey jackal was covered, was 
a mixture of light grey and black; fa that this creature was 
of a dark alb colour all over, excepting towards the tip of 
the tail, which, for the length of three inches, was quite 
black; it waS befides pretty bulby, and reached down to 
the animal's heels. The hairs, indeed, over the whole body 
were pretty long and foft, but on the back they were about 
twice as long as in other parts, fa that they appeared to 
form a brnlb or comb: for which reaum, this animal may 
for the prcfcnt be called the viverra crif/a/a. I fay for tbe 
prijent, as well on the account that the itu/fed /kin of this 
creature was ftolen out of my waggon by fame' hounds 
with which we had been out a hunting, before I had timc 
to draw up a more :accurate defcription of it, as likewife he
caufe it is very difficult as yet to define the genera belong
ingto the order of fer",. I made a drawing 'of the grc) 
jackal's liver, and on going to examine it with this vic,,", 
I found it divided in a flngnlar manner. 11,e right lUll)!; 
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Iikcwifc had four lobes, and the left three. The ftomach 
had nothing but ants· in it, or, to fpeak more properly, the 
white termites hefore-mentioned; yet, that it .may not be 
fUl'pofed , from this circumftance, that · the animal here 
fpoken of belongs to the genus of the' myNtrecopbaga of 
LINN~V', it may be pmper to lncntitiil'bere,th;lt the cha
racier of this genlls is the totai ,want.·of ,teeth; . and that, 
exc1ufively of our Swedilh bears, :the Hottentots themfclvcs 
are Iikewife very fond of this food. 

This day we hunted another ,anim;li,· .which was called 
{he onkje! jackal, and feemed with refpeCt to ·!hape and fizc, 
in fOlne meafure to refemble the grey jackal, but was of a 
deep brown colour. It now made its e[cape from us by a 
fubterraneous paffilge, It has obtained the name of onkjes, 
in confequence .of its digging up, and feeding upon, the 
bulbs and roots of flowers. The onkjes.jackal,moreovcr. 
is fuppofed to be more common than the grey, and is, per
haps, a kind of badger. Neither this creature nor the 
former were, "" far as I could find, known to any body but 
-the farmers in this neighbourhood. 

The common jackal, or the jacial properly fo caUed, 
·,uoarly refembles our E\lropeanfJ>x jnits form, mannen, 
and difpofition; and here, atleafl:t 'is not known to afi'emble 
ia'·packs, for the purpafe of hunting. Neither is what authors 
'hi':ve .advanced concerning the hideous cry and vorocity of 
th~;.kal wicable to this. quadr.uped, thefe qualitie.;being 
·probably pecuJiartO theby~and, "'ild ,dog, Wlith::which 
:;animals it hlts· bt:en 1t;1; rom~:means, .~fotinded, . ' A couple 
:Qi ,1ki~ whicll Ib~t iuilme With . me, Ihm: . ' in 
length; with, of t:w:li:>mewhat abo've a foot long, entirely 
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correfpaRd, with refilCCt to hair and colonr, with M. D_w
"BI;I\'1'I)N·S <lefmption of the chacal, (RUFFO"., Tom. XIII. 
p. 2611) e!K13epting the {pots on lhe fore legs ; and Iikewifc 
refemble M. SCHlIE-BER'S coloured plate of the canis mefo
mel, or cof>ifc"befthiikolt, Tab. XCV. p. 370. This islikc
wife Mr-. F£~NANT's}ackal,.Vol. 1. p. 242. 

The -pred<mlfnant'OOlour in this animal is a rec1difh yel
low, the legs.-;n particular are of a pale gold colour; un
tier the belly, and -on the -infide of -the legs, the colonrin
dines to wbite; -the nofe and ears arc of a reddifu caft; the 
head grey; the -back part of the neck, together with the 
whole back, are covered with a large dark grey fpot of the 
ih.pe of a lancet, with the point towards the tail; which 
fpot, as M. DAU-BEl':TON has well remarked, is compofed of 
black and white circular fireaks of hair intermixed; the 
tail is partly grey, an.1 partly of an umber colour, but at 
the tip black. I remember tliat once r faw the fur of a 
fcetus -of a j ackal, which was ofa very fine yellow colour, 
and inftead of a blackifu grey had a dark brown filOt upon 
its back. 

The I"alel, fo called in Africa both by the colonifis and 
Hottentots, I have given _a drawing of in thc -Swedilh Tranf
aCtions for the year 177-7, p. 147. Tab. IV. and'at the fame 
time defcribed it by the name of the v;verra rate!. (I have 
likewife annexed a figure of it at Plate V, of -this Volume.) 
By the colour, it fuould feem to be the very farne {pecies of 
animal which M. DE LA CAILLE faw abont P;c'luet-belg , and 
has -mentione.!-afpage 1 82, by the name of the blereau pUtJfft; 
though this author did not-himfelf obferve any difagreeable 
odour in the animal, and I, for my part, have never heard 
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the lealt mention made of it j at the fametime that M. DE LA 

CAILLE does not fay a fingle fyllable concemingthc fmgu~ 
lar reconomy of the animal, and moreover ' defcribes the 
claws as being fomewnat fmallcr than they, 'really are, par
(icularlyon the hind feet. Les deux ~,obloQgs a 1'0u
verture de Ia gueule, -dans IefqucIs la .pe'iu' rentre"aocording 
to the obfervation made by M. DE , 'LA:'.t;AILLE, "ppear to 
deferve a more ,accurate mveftigaiion aad defcription. 

In SCHREUR on the ",,,,,,malia, p. 450, Tab. CXXV. 
there is a dc{cription and drawing of it "nd~r, the denomi
nation of the fiinkbinks, or 'th'e viverra Capenjis; , though, 
in my opinion, the claws and tail in this figure arc too 
Jhort, and the head too thick and dumfy, and too black 
underneath. M . SCHREBER mentions his having heard, 
that this animal is fond of honey; a cirrumltance con

.firmed by the following account, which I have before in
ferted in the SwedlJh Tran[.,ttions. 

In this part of Africa there is to be feen a confiderable 
number of holes and fubterraneous palfages, fame of which 
are attually inhabited, while others have been previoufly 
formed, but finee deferted by the hJIlrix cri/lafa, a fort of 
"'tll j<lCIIItIl, or the jerbua Capenjis, \he jackal, the mole, 
the IttS .Jl.lhiopicuJ, with {evera! '(pecies of viverr.e. Jult 
within the apertures of thefe cavities, and of the fubter
J'aA(lOUS palfages which are blocked upin part hy the ground 
having given way" the bees moil commonly ufe to make 
their nefts, efpecially' as trees fit forthei!- purpofe are fel
dam-to be found,. ' The raid, ',a' rort .. ~f w43fel or ,b;Klger, 
by.,.nature deftined to be th~atlVi:r:faii''9f the bees, and, the 
unwelcome vifitor of their habitations, is likewife endu«l 

with 
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with. a ~lar. f;l!:ulty for difcovering al\4 attacking them 
wit~ , tbeil:mtrenchment$. His long claws"befides af
fiilillg him in digging the dark: fu~erraneous patfages 
which feeve him. for an afylum, are likewife of ufe to 
him in ,the OCC~/l he is frequently employed in of un
denuiiling ,whole)~s,of bees. Au man placed at the 
maft~head can.~"!ie~y a fail or land .at a great diftance 
about fun~~. , to, PlPpably this ti~ of the <\;Iy is the molt 
convenien~ fonte J;ateJ to. IQOk out for hiS-rupper; for he 
is faid likewife ;t,? ,be ,~icnlarly attentive to his bufinefs 
about fun-fet, ~nd will fit and hold one of hi~ paws before 
his eyes, in .·order to mOdify the rays of the fun, fo as to 
rcnder them inoffenfive to his organs of fight, and at the 
[.,me time to have a diftinct view of the object of his pur
fuit: and when, in confequcnce of peering in this manner 
on each fide of his paw oppofite to the fun, he fees any 
bees fiy, he knows that they are at this time going ftrait 
forward to their own habitation, and confequently takes 
care to keep in the fame direction as that in which they 
fly, in order to find them. He has befides, the fagacity as 
well as the Hottentots, the Caffres, and the peafants of the 
Cape, to follow a little bird, . which flies on by degrees with 
the alluring note of cher:r, cherr, cherr, and guides its fol
lowers to the bees' neft, This felf-intercfted betrayer or 
the ~ to which J have many times been obliged for the 
hOlley I have eaten in the courfe of"my travels through t~c 
defen, is the little&ucuius indicator, which I have defcribed 
ane;! given ~ .~wing9f in th\l .• Phil. Tranf, aQdproPQU! te) 

make mention of a ~t1e farther Ol). 
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As the ralef,s hairs are Jtiif anik 'har!b, fo its hide is 
tough, and the ' ,"1j~ai itt"lf is diffi()U1t toidtill, " The (Xl-

100i0:5 and thc ' Hott,ento~ 'bi!th 'a!fettj ' that it'is ,almoO: im" 
pofiible to kiil thi5:creature, without giVIng'it a 'great num
ber of yiolent blowdm. the nofe; "QI11~h 'ICCOMt they 
deO:royjtby {hooting ,it,or phlI)ging;jl'1Cpife into. iU ,body. 
Thefudrtnefs of the ratel's ,legs w,llf'.fiot' permit hi.m to 
make his efcape by ifligh't, "'l.leri~ 'by1:he houoo.; 
he is able, however, toextrimlte ,,,lmfe:lf .fromtheir clutches 
by bitin"g and fet'atching man in~ lj ,NiQi¢ijt ,ljegree; while, 
on the, other ~and, he is perf~" well defen~ from the 
.iraults of their teeth ,by the,tot,lghnefsof hls l,iue : ' for 
when a haunu endeavours to bite him, it can lay hold only 
on the raters t01,lgh hide; which in this cafe inftantly iepa
rates '{r-om the creature's body or 'fieth, as ' ,it is report~ to 
lie loOfe from the !kin, as tMughit were, Within a fack; 
fo that when anybody catches hold of him by the hind 
part of his neck, and that even pretty 'near his head, he is 

, ' 

able Ie tum round, ,as It w~; , in his !kin, and bite the 
arm of rlle perron thit 1eizefhim. It is a remarkable cir
cumO:ante, 1:hat a number :,ofhounds, which colleCtively 
are able to tear a lion of a m04l:f~tll fize in pieces, are faid 
fometimes ~o be forced . to leave:the '.ratel only dead to ap
pea£~ce. : This ,xmx>n [eems to 'be confirmed by the cir
eumftanre of- M. D£L."" CAILLE'S Menau ,puant's frill be
ing alive, afted'he ,hGl'!lld. 'bad dragged , it .~w"'Y to the wag
g=. 'Thlls far, '~yer, i~: oe~aj~;'~h~ 'cm the fur 'Of 
~e mell h"AVf; ~)\t: h9~, ~~tp~~.~.; i': fcarc,ely 
~k, of )\bitetQ. ge,~f~~i,~had beenca!taCked 
aOOworried by a : numbeI' 'of hounds. . Is it not proba!>Je, 

that 
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that t'latttre, which has deflincd the ratel ' for the dellruc
rion of bees, may" have beftowed on it a hid" fa much 
tougher than thofe fhe has given to other animals of the 
viverr. kind, merely for the purpo(e of defemling it from 
the ftings 'of there inleels? Or may not this creature's f<;od, 
which ' confilh cit ,viet and honey, m.ke it 10 tough and 
difficult ' to kitl1i ," 

Thofe bees fiefts ' ~hich are built up in 'trees, are in no 
danger whatever from the rate!. In the firft tranij>orts of 
hi s ''''ge at havil1g fought after thefe bees in vain, he ufes 
to gnaw or bite the truak of thefe trees; .nd thefe bites 
arc fure marks for the Hottentots, that a bees nell is to be 
found up in that tree. I lhoul<l myfelf have harboured 
many doubts concerning all thefe circumftances attributed 
to the r.tel, ' had I not obtained various accounts of this 
curious animal, entirely corr'efIJOnding with each other, 
from many experienced fariners and Hottentots living in 
clifferent parts of the country. 

As I \Va< not fortunate enough to catch a ratel myfeJl~ 
I muft be contimted with giving fuch 'a dcfcription of it 
here, as I have been 'able to make from this creature's r"in. 

The fore teetb, fix iit" each jaw, moftJy of the fame fize, 
flat at top, prohably in confequenc~ of being worn away; 
ranine teetb, two in each jaw, very ftroog and large when 
compared with the fize of the animal, but obtufe, (prob.-, 
Illy like",ife inronfequence of their being 'worn away;) the 
grimu"/, abotit' Itx'irinumber; had, as welt anhe otbe"" a 
yellow catj :'pIihaps ' from the 'animal feeding upon hailey. 

'The trmgw was fharp; arid 'the papillz fharp and turned 
ir.Iclt, ~ in cats. 
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The '<:,:s ,relhort; toedivc on each of --the' fore feet, armed 
with projeaing claws an inch and a half long, but thofe of 
the hind feet no more than half that length. ' Thefe daw. 
have .lharp edge, which half ""y up the fate part of it 
is double, or rathe,' excavated with' a"deep' furrow·; 'a cir
cumllance that apparently greatly affifts' !lhe aninul' in dig
ging. There is nothing . like e,r-hps,rr&'be feen on this 
creature, excepting atrifting rim rOlind":ibout a' rather large 
aperture, in which is placed the· "''t'gan of hearing. 

Colour; the forehead, 'crown of" tbe head, nape of the 
neck, Ihoulders, back, ,nd tiil ·are of an 'afri colour; the 
nofe, and the p,rt round the eyes,· and all the,cheek -bone, 
the ears, the lower part of the neck, the· .. breaft, belir, 
thighs, and legs, are of a bl.ck hue inclitiing to brown; as 
are likewifethe ·extreme limits of the 1I1h-cokrored 'paitjuft 
mentioned, 'which are moreOver feparated '{rom": the ,'bJack 
colour by means of a light grey lift an inch ,bro.,l, running 
from ' the ear quite back to the tail. 

Situ of the j!<in: From the tip· of the nofc to the tail 
fony inches; length 'Of the·taihwelve inches ; that of the 
clawS, taken together with the whole phalaJix,- or all the 
toes of the fore feet, one inch and three qoorters ; of thofc 
of the 'hind feet one inch. 

T","o other fmall animals, which probahly ' likewife be
long to ·thevivn7a genII!, I ·' had only a ·hafty glimpfe of 
in this' C!'llony. The one 'lYe {'IV and gave chafe to be
tween the two Filb rivers, ' milde its 'efcape 'f«mf ,us, how
ever, by runtiing into a hole'ubder groundii'alld feemed 
to' be"lOmewhat 1efs tblon .-a cat,"though .. lorig'er in' proPer
tion. The coloue of it Was a bright reel. Of the· other 

furt 
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fort . 1 CaW' two at once in the vicinity of Niez-hout-kk!of, 
when they inftantly ran out of my fight, and hid themfelves 
in a bul11. · They appeared to be of a coal-black colour, and 

,above a f<,lOt high; yet 1 am not cenain, whether they were 
not ollkjes jackals, the animal I have already made mention of 
at page 1.76 of this Volume. The former of thefe likewife, 
I mean the light or rofe-coloured animal, might be, for aught 
I know, the zerda, or vulpes millimus Jarenjis of M. SKIOL
llEBRAND, the Swedifh conful at Algiers, (vide tl,e SwediJb 
'Iran/aCiions for 1777, page 265) not being able during the 
chafe, to attend to its cars Co accurately as I could have wifhed; 
and at the f"me time having been informed, that there was 
a very fmall animal, with long ears, which lived under ground. 
and was not \Infrequently Ceen on the plains in Camdebo, but 
,,'as difficult to catch , efpecialJ y as it never went far from 
its hole. In this point likewife, it anfwers to the defcrip
tion of the zerda quoted above; but this again feems in
wnfiftcnt with the account given of it I>y Mr. BRUCE, who 
fays it Jives in palm-trees, (on the fruit of which it fubfi·fts,) 
in Libya, to the fouth of the Palus 'l1ilonidis. (Vide BUF
FON'S /Il1imal /Inonyme, Supplement, Tom. 111. page '148, 
Tab. XIX.) It is poffible, indeed, tbat this creature is to be 
found in L ibya; but I have been informed by M. SKIOLDE
B~AND, that Mr. BRUCE had previouily leen this animal 
in /Ilgiers, (where both thefe gentlemen were conCuls to

gether) and had employed the Came paintcr as M. SKJOL
DEBRAND did, to make a drawing of it; and henGe it is, 
t.hat on comparing the two figures, viz. of the animal 

.from L ibya, and of that from Algiers, it plainly appears, 
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that they are t~en frQm each other, or elfe from one and 
the iQrne original. 

Many of ~. SK.lOLDEBRAND'S friends, and ,among them 
M. NlCANDER, one of the fecretaries of the Royal Academy 
of Sciences in Sweden, have feen a figure of ,the ",erda re
prefented in ,itsllatural lize , ana , colout" 'many years ago, 
in M. SKlOLOEBRANO'S fllperb colleGtioJ,l; but could not per
fuade this gentleman to ornamenqhe 5wedifi, Tranfaetions 
with it before, as, the anim;il having unfortunately cf
eaped from him, before he, could examine its teeth, and 
other particulal's, he had waited'.a ,long time, though in 
vain, in hopes of procuring fome Letter information from 
Algiers with refpeet to thefe points. M. SKIOLDEBRAND 
could not find at the bottom of this creatu!;C's large and beau
tiful ears, whic~ were of a rofy hue, al!Y t~es of a perfora
tion; indeed thefe perforations would eafily be JlIled up, and 
would confequently become very inconvenient to an animal 
like this, which, is obliged to burrow and live under the 
fand. He fuppores ti).at providence has made good this 
defect, by fame membrane lying not very deep in the ear. 
Mr. PENNANT follows M. SKIOLD,EBRANoin the ,accowlt he 
gives of this aninial in Vol. ~. p., :>48, at the fame time 
referring it to the dog genus. 

The bee-cuckow, (cutu/us indicator) which I made men
tion of)uft aboye, in defcribing the r~te/ at p. 181, deferves 
to har e,more particular notice taken of it in this place. It has, 
however, nothing remarkable in it with regard to its fize 
and colour, as, on a curfory view, it appearsjn.thefe points 
not ,to differ from the C9mmon (parrow ,; excepting indeed, 

'8 that 
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that it is fomewhat larger, and rather of a'lighter colour, 
'hth ,a little yellow fpot on each fhoulder, and the feathers 
of its tail dafiled with white. 

It is, indeed, merely with a view to its own intereft,. 
that this cuckow difcovers the bces-nefl:s to man and the 
,'atel race, as it is extremely fond both of honey and bees
eggs; and it knows that when a bees-neft is plundered, 
fame of it is filed, \vhieh confequently falls to its filare, or 
elfe fame part is ' left by the plunderers as a reward for its 
{crvices. Neverthclefs, the way in which this bird ('.Om
municates to others the difcovery it has made, is as fur
priling as it is well adapted to the purpofe. 

The morning alld evening arc probably its principal 
meal times; at, leaft it is then that it fi,elVS the gre.telt 
inclination to come fortb, and witb tbe grating cry of 
cherY, cberr, cherr, to excite, as · it were, the attention of 
the ratel, as well as of the Hottentots and colonifls. Some
body then generally repairs to the place whence the 
found proceeds, when the liit'd, all the while continually 
repeating its cry of cherr, cherr, flies on 110wly and by 
degrees towards the quarter where the fwann of hees haw 
taken up their abode. The perfons thus invited accord
ingly follow, taking great care at the fame time not to 
frighten their guide with any unufn.l noife, or by means 
of a large company, but rather, as I have feen dOlle 
by one of the filrewdell of my Bqfoies-men, to anfwer it 
now and then with a' foft and very gentle whiftle, by way 
of letting the ,bird know that 'its call is attended to. I 
-kave' obferved, that when the bees-nell was at a good die
'tanee, the bird, for the moll part, made long Ilages, or 
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flights, waiting for its fporting companion between each 
flight, and farther exciting him; but flew to iliorter dif
tances, and repeated its cry more frequently, and with 
greater earnefinefs, in proportion as they approaChed nearer ' 
to the bees-neft. I Iikewife faw, with aftoniiliment, what 
1 had been previoufly affured of by others, viz'. that when 
this bird has, in confequence of its " great impatience, got 
too far a-head of its fuUowei-S', efpecially when, hy reafon 
of the roughnefs or uneverinefs , of the 'ground, they have 
nbt peen able to keep pace with ' it, it has 'flown back to 
meet them, and with redoubled cries, denoting ftill greater 
impatience; has upbraided them for being '[0 tardy. Fi
nally, when it has come to the bees-neft, whether this he 
built in the cleft of a rock, in a hollO\v tree; or in f0111e 
cavity in the earth, it hovers over th~ 'fpot C,for the fpace 
of a few fecomls, a circumftanee' which I royfelf have been 
cye-\vitnefs to twice; after which it fits in filencc, and for 
the moft part concealed in fome neighbouring tree or bufll, 
in expeCtation of what may happen, and with a view of 
coming in for its iliare of the booty. It is probable, that 
this ' bird always hovers, more or lefs, in the manner juft 
mentioned, over the bees-neft; before it hides itfelf, thaugh 
people do not always pay attention to this circumftance : 
at,.u events, however, one may be affured that the bees
neft is very near, when, after the bird has taken one to 
fome diftanee, it is on a fudden filent. In a place where we 
halted a coupl~ of days, my Hottentots' , .. ere conduCted by a 
bee-cuckow, that was ratherlhy and ohfenre in itsexpreffions, 
backwards and forwards feveral times fo one and the fame 
fpot, till one of them, who was more attentive to,the bird' 

than: 


