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parrs: - this latter is in a ftanding pofition, two feet and a-half. It
v~ confifted of three larger perfeitly diftinét globes, almoft
equal in fize, and of a fmall lobe befides, which projected
to about a foot from the concave fide of the liver, at the
middle of its upper edge. No gall-bladder, or any traces
of it, was to be obferved. In this the rhinoceros refem-
bles the horfe.——Juft before 1 finifhed the diffection of this
animal, I opened its ftomach, which was very much dif-
tended, in order to examine what it ufually fed upon. The
contents of the ftomach were entirely without {mell, and
perfetly freth and {weet, confifting of roots and {mall
branches of trees mafticated, fome.of which were found as
big as the end of a man’s finger. This creature, as it ap-
peared, had likewife eaten a great quantity of fucculent
plants, among which I thought I recognized two or three
that were harfh and prickly. The whole of this mafs dif-
fufed around a very ftrong and not difagreeable aromatic
qdour, which in a great meafure took off the ftench which
arofe from the putrid vifcera. Might it not be fome pe-
culiar herb, or, perhaps, the root only of an herb, with
which I was entirely unacquainted, which produced the
greateft part of the aromatic flavour? In the excrements
of this animal, which were four inches in diameter, and
in other refpeéts refemble thofe of a horfe, though they are’
of a much drier nature, there is ufually feen a quantity of
bark and fibres of trees, a circumftance that the hunters pay
attention to; and by that means are able to diftinguifh it
from the dung of the-hippopotamus, an animal that feeds
only on grafs. Ithruft'my hand into this creature’s mouth,
which was half open, and found the tongue perfeétly foft,
‘which
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which is in diret contradiction to the common notion, viz.
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uod lambendo trucidat, (that he kills by licking with his ‘v

tongue.) I was likewife not a little aftonithed to find no
fore-tecth in any of the three carcaffes of the rhinoceros,
although one of thefe beafts feemed to be old; and, in
fat, this animal has little room for fore-teeth, as the
mouth goes off {o fharp at the fore part, that in that placc
it is only an inch and a half broad. Befides, it has no oc-
cafion for any teeth there, as the lips, like the 1kin, are
of that extréeme hardnefs, that it is able to clip off the tops
of plants and fhrubs with them; and that with fo much
the greater eafe, as the under jaw goes within the upper;
fo that this fpecies of rhinoceros is probably capable of
laying hold of its food with its lips, and conveying it
into its mouth, with the fame cafe and dexterity as Dr.
ParsoNs obferved in the common rhinoceros on a fimilar
occafion.

At that time I could not poflibly feparate the flefh from
the other bones, for the purpofe of examining them. I

~was in hopes, however, that, by the time I returned, ‘the
cagles and wolves would fave me that trouble. And this,
indeed, was fo far the cafe, that I had it in my power to
carry home with me the cranium of the leaft rhinoceros,
which I diffeted, very nearly in a compleat ftate. It is
from this {kull that I had the annexed drawing made ; and
this part of the animal is of too much importance, for the
defcription of it to be omitted here.

Both jaws being clapped together in their proper joint,
give nineteen inches for the height of it in the back part;
and, meafured at the fore part from the tip of the nofe,

Vou. I, P fifteen ;
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fiftecn ; the length, meafured from the tip of the nofe to
the hindmoft part of the cranium, is in a direct line
twenty-three inches, or fomething lefs than two feet.

With a view to avoid being prolix in my defcription, I
refer my readers to the figure annexed in Plate I1I. of this
volume, whence they will be able readily to conceive the
proportion, &c. of the other parts. It is on the fore part
of the os frontis that the leffer horn is fixed ; it will, there-
fore, probably, be eafily perceived from the annexed draw-
ing, that the /agstzal future is obliterated, and that the os
occipitis is terminated by a flat furface, along which it goes
ftrait down in a perpendicular line to the condvloid pro-
cefles, one of which is feen in the figure.

The cavity in which the brain is contained, does not ex-
tend much farther forward than the ofa dregmatis. 'The
other bones by which it is encompafied are tolerablv thick,
fo that this huge animal has but a {mall brain in propor-
tion to its fizc; the cavity for containing this organ be-
ing barely fix inches long, and four high, and being of an
oval fhape. In order to knew the capacity of it with the
greater certainty, we filled it with peas, which we after-
wards meafured, and found to amount barely to a quart.
With a view to difcover the proportion. between the brain
of the rhinoceros and that of a man, I likewife filled a
middle fized human fcull with peas, and found that nearly
threc pints were requifite for this purpofe. On the other
hand, the cavity of the nofe in the rhinoceros is of a con-
fiderable fize, which probably does not a little contribute
to the quicknefs of this animal’s fcent. At leaft, phyfiolo-
gifts ufc to explain the fuperiority of hounds in this parti-

cular,
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cular, from the circumftance of the tunica fchneideriana, or

<the nervous membrane appropriated to this fenfe, (when
it 1s expanded and extricated from all the folds which it
makes in the cavity of the nofe, with the greateft art con-
trived for this purpofe,) being fo extenfive as to cover the
whole body of the animal ; while on the other hand, this
membrane, in the human fpecies, is capable of covering
only the head.

Six dentes molares only, or grinders, were obferved on
cither fide of each jaw, belonging to the two oldeft of the
rhinocerofes thot by us, and five only in the leaft or
youngeft, as the annexed drawing of its cranium fhews;
vet quite back in the mouth we difcerned the marks of two
more on each fide, the foremoft of which had begun to
make its appearance, but the hindmoft was almoft entirely
included in its focket. Hence it follows, that an aged and
full-grown rhinoceros has fourteen teeth in each jaw, in
all twenty-eight,

In the anterior part of the os palati, this animal appears
to have a tooth-like procefs, which in the {cull that 1
brought home with me is loft. Confidering the diftance
of it from the lower jaw, it {hould {feem that it can hardly
ferve any purpofes of a tooth. I have to thank M. PALLAs
for this piece of intelligence ; who, when I had tranfmit-
ted to him this engraving, was fo good as to fend me the
beautiful figures of the cranium of a rhinoceros, tranfmitted
to him by M. CampEr for the 4f/a Petropolitana.

The dotted lines drawn about the cranium, thow pretty
ncarly the fituation of the horns and lips.
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As 1 have mentioned above that the rhinoceros may be
killed by a fingle fhot, it follows that the hide of this ani-
mal is not fo impenetrable as has been fuppofed. Bon-
t1us has long ago remarked, that this beaft is ufually kill-
ed with powder and ball. M. DE BUFFON probably did
not pay attention to this paflage, when he afferted, on the
authority of GERVAISE, that its hide cannot be penetrated
by any ball, excepting only about the ears. To thefe,
however, M. pE Burrox- {eems, of his own free will, to
have added the eyes and the belly. It i3 true, indeed,
that leaden balls will fooner be flattened againft the fkin
than pierce it ; but that balls or cylinders made of iron
(des lingots de fer) fhould not be able to make the leaft im-
preflion on it, feems to be another addition of M. pE Bu¥-
FON’s, equally abfurd with the former. It frequently be-
comes neceflary for me to correct in this manner, the vo-
luminous works of this illuftrious author ; which, indeed,
merit this correftion fo much the more, as the errors in
them, being in other refpeéts not unfrequently dreffed up
i an elegant ftyle, have, in fadt, impofed on many with
charms which ought to be the attendants on pure genuinc
truth only, and unadulterated nature, It is thereforc pro-
bable, -that the {portive genius of M. pE BuFFoN, mutt at
times have operated in impofing likewife on its owner ;
but I am willing to hope, that this gentleman being &y
profefion the interpreter of nature and truth, will on this
account fee with the greater pleafure, any ftri¢tures and re-
marks which are neceffary to preferve the icience of nature
from falfehood and error.

For
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For this reafon I fhall proceed, without any farther cerc-
Jmony, to inform the reader, that the hide of the rhinoceros,
as well as that of the elephant, is capable of being pene-
trated by javelins and darts. I ordered one of my Hotten-
tots to make a trial of this with his haflagai, on one of the
dead rhinocerofes. Though his weapon was far from be-
ing in good order, and had no other fharpnefs than that it
had received from the forge, vet, by means of a certain
manceuvre, it received fuch an impulfive force, as at the
diftance of five or fix paces, to pierce through the thick
hide of the animal half a toot deep into his body.

The Hottentot or Caffre hunters are accuftomed to f{teal
both upon the elcphant and the rhinoceros while they are
afleep, and give them {everal wounds at once. After this they
follow the traces of the anmimal for onc or more days, till it
drops down with weaknefs or dies of its wounds. Generally,
however, according to their own account, they poifon one or
two of their darts immediately, before they attack an animal
of this fize ; in which cafg, they have no occafion to wait fo
many days, as they otherwifc would, before their prey falls
into their hands. A farmer told me, he had {fecn an clephant
in this manner wounded and dead within twenty-four hours.

As to what regards the one-horned rhinoceros, M. bt Buy-
FON, in Tom. XI. changes his opinion three times in thc
fpace of a few pages. In page 177, without quoting his au-
thority for it, M. pE Burron confiders the hide as being fo
tough, as not to be penetrable cither by the firc-arms or fide-
arms of the hunter, (#/ du for nf du feu du chafeur.) I page
181 again in the notes he quotes, approves and much com-
mends the account given by M. Mougs rclative to this point,

whiclx
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which yet is in contradiction with the former. This, how-
ever, he feems again to have forgot, when, in page 193,
(without producing any authority for it) he aflures us, that
javelins (les javelots & les lances) are not able to pierce this
animal’s fide.

M. pE BUFFoON, not content with afferting that the hide
of the rhinoceros is impenetrable, in page 176, will not
even allow it the leaft portion whatever of fenfibility, (prive
de toute fenfibilité) and this merely without quoting any au-
thority, or having any other foundation for the affertion,
than what his own imagination has furnifhed him with.
And yet, had M. pE Burron but paid a moderate degree of
attention to the clear and diftinét account drawn up by Dr.
Parsons in the Pbil. Tran/. which he himfelf has quoted,
it would feem that he muft have been of a different opinion.
In that paper it is mentioned, that the rhinoceros emitted his
penis, when he was tickled under the belly with a wifp of
ftraw. M. bk BUurroN too remarks himfelf, that the rhinc-
ceros is fond of waliowing in the gnire like the hog : but I
will leave it to others to judge, how this accords with the
abfolute infenfibility he attributes to the hide. And, indeed,
when even the thick hide of the elephant is affected by the
ftinging of flies, how can we fuppofe that of the rhinoceros
to be abfolutely infenfible ? Again, the {kin at the bottom of
a man’s foot, though thicker than it is in other parts of the
body, is neverthelefs by no means void of {fenfibility. More-~
over, the {kin of the rhinoceros, however tough and clofe in
its texture, has, at leaft about the groin, veflels, blood, and
juices, adapted for the nourithment of infects, which, indeed,
actually do nourifh them; this beaft being infefted with a

kind
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kind of acari, which I'have difcovered on its pubis and groin,
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and have drawn up an account of them, inferted in the VIIth \ca~w

Tome of Memoires fur les Infeéfes.  Neither does the thick-
nefs of this animal’s hide prevent it from per{piring.

This creature, which at all other times appears to be of
a grey colour, foon becomes black when it is hard hunt-
ed. This proceeds from the duft and dried mud fticking
to the animal’s {kin, and moiftened by {weat.” Befides that
I have been affured of this fa& by others, I think I once
myfelf faw a manifeft inftance of it, in the cafe of a rhi~
noceros, which was purfued by fome other {portfmen, and
very unexpeétedly paffed within the diftance of forty or
fifty paces of my waggon, fortunately for me, without
perceiving it, or doing it any damage. This Dbeaft was
much darker coloured than any I ever faw, the number of
which, however, in all, did not exceed eight.

From the figure of the rhinoccros referred to above,
and from the defcription I have already given, it fol-
lows, that M. pr Bu¥rron, in his notes to page 186, ac-
cufes Kor.BF, without any foundation, of having defcribed
the lefler horn as being placed in a ftrait line behind the
other, and upon the animal's forehead. 12 175 zmpofivle,
fays he, that the two borns fhould be placed fo far from each
others for in the korrns which are preferved in Sir Hans
SLOANE's mzfeum, there 15 onky the djtance of three inches
between the larger horn and the fmallcr.  In falt, this emi-
nent naturalift {feems rather too hafty in the foregoing re-
mark, and forgets that every animal’s nofe is placed near
its forehead; fo that while onc horn is fixed on the rhi-
noceros’s nofc, the other may be very well fixed, and ac-

6 tually
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Deni,, tually is {o, on the forehead. A figure {o plain and fimple
r~ a5 KoLsr’s (vide the French edition) might have fufficed te
prevent miftakes on this fubject.

In fine, it is neceflary to inform my readers, that what M.
pE BurroN advances concerning the copulation of the onc-
horned rhinoceros, viz. that it is performed croupe a croupe,
is not in the leaft applicable to the rhinoceros bicornis; but
in all probability, this opinion is not true with regard to
cither {pecies, as in the two-horned rhinoceros which I ex-
amined, the penis was placed as forward under the belly as
it is in a horfe; though, confidered with relation to thc
different bulk of the two animals, it is much Thorter. In
the animal which I diffe¢ted it was no more than feven or
eight inches in length, as may be feen in the {pecimen 1
brought home with me. In a rhinoceros, which had the
appearance of being old, it was not much larger. M. DE
Burron, after Dr. PArRsoNs, defcribes the penis in the one-
horned fpecies as being ftill thorter. Befides, he does not
fay a word concerning the fituation of this member, but
founds his conjeéture on the fubject of this animal’s copu-
lation, merely on the circumftance of its having been ob-
ferved to bend its penis backwards when it ftaled, in which
direction confequently the urine was emitted. But this,
perhaps, was owing to an accidental and vicious conforma-
tion;- or it might be done out of cleanlinefs, efpecially as
we know that the rbinoceros bicornis, at leaft has a very
acute imell, and feems to love cleanlinefs, from the cir-
cumftance of its chufing certain places near the bufhes to
ftale upon. It is poffible, indeed, that the animal may have
a kind of muftulus erettor, for the purpofe of occaflonally

altering
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altering the direction of this member. But I am afraid of D
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«tiring my reader’s patience, by dwelling {o long on the ‘v

{ubject of this quadruped; 1 fhall therefore at prefent only
make mention of it, juft as it may happen to occur in the
courfe of my journal. Mr.IMMELMAN likewife was at length
tired of ftanding by and feeing me diflcét this beaft, and
therefore {et out before us on his road home, with a view
to repofe between whiles, and cool himfelf under fome
fhady tree.  In order to go, as it appeared to him, a ncarer
wav, he rode over a hill overgrown with bufhes. From
this {pot a rhinoceros rufhed out upon him, and he would
certainly have been trampled to deathh by this huge crea-
ture, or elfe have been taken up by it on its horns, and,
together with his horfe, thrown up into the air, had not
this latter -in his fright made a fudden ftart, and by feveral
fide leaps carried his rider through the bufhes, out of the
fight and fcent of the animal.

Here it muft be obfetved, that the rhinoceros’s eyes arc
{funk into its head, and are but {fmall when compared to
the bulk of its body ; on which account, it is reported to fee
but indiftinétly, and that only ftrait forwards. But to make
amends for this deficiency in fight, its organs of {melling
and hearing are fo much the more acute; at the leaft noife,
therefore, more than ufual, this creature, taking the alarm
and pricking up its ears, ftands clapping with them and
littening. Above all things one muft take care, even when
one is at a great diftance, not to get to the windward of
it; for in that cafe, it feldom fails direétly to follow
the {cent, and attack the object of its purfuit, as it was
very inear doing by Mr. IMMELMAN. - This gentleman,

Vour. IL Q having
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" having with great difficulty made his efcape, ftruck into a
"~ by-path, in order, after pafling through a little dale, to,
get into the ftrait and plain road. In this road he over-
took me, on a {pot whither I had retired to fcreen myfelf
and my horfe from the burning rays of the {fun, and was
overlooking my drawings and memorandums. - He was {till
{fomewhat out of breath in confequence of his adventure,
at the time he gave me an account of it; and I, for my
part, could not help in fome meafure envying his good
fortune, in having at {o cheap a rate feen this huge un-
wieldy animal alive, together with the motions it made in
the cumberfome hide in whicl it was incated : but, indeed,
he himfelf had feen {o little of it, that we {oon came to an
agrecment to ride up together on the other fide of the very
hill,in which he had juft been put to flight by the rhinaceros,
From hence we thought we fhould be able to defcry this
creature on the plain; but that we might not be betrayed
by the effluvia of our bodies, in cafe he fhould return again
to the thicket, we threw fome duft into the air, in order
to determinc more accurately which way the wind was,
and thus be able to diret our cowrfe precifely in oppofition
to it. And indeed, we had not been, long arrived at the
fpot before my horfe began to be a little fhy, and at length
was quite reftive, behaving juft 2s he had done before
when 1 firft rode him up to the carcafes of the two
rhinocerofes. ‘This circamftance I took notice of to my
companion, confidering it as a fign that, in all pro-
‘bability, there was a rhinoceros near the fpot; but
he went on, faying, it was impoffible, as it (hfl.L not
ftrike him juft then, that there might be morqﬁ}xan
onc
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one in that vicinity, We therefore advanced ftill nearer, ncf;i;:i; )
till being but fifteen paces off, I heard a ruftling noife ‘o
like that of an animal raifing itfelf up leifurcly on its legs.
Immediately upon this appeared a rhinoceros, with its horn
projecting over one of the bufhes. I now thought it high
time for us to turn back immediately, and made figns to
my companion, that it might be done as filently as poffible.
He too had perceived the fnout of this animal, and we rode
away as foftly as poffible; our horfes’ feet, neverthelefs,
made a crackling noife among the dry branches which had
tallen from the trees, and with which the narrow paths
between the bufhes were every where covered. On this
account, we did not neglect during our retreat to look be-
hind us, in order that we might make off as faft as poffible,
in cafe the rhinoceros fhould have been alarmed by the
noife, and have been induced to purfue us. What I call
paths were merely tracks made by the buffaloes and rhino-
cerofes forcing their way through the thickets; but among
thefe likewife we found many blind paths, i. e. fuch as
terminated on 2 fudden in fome high and impenetrable
bufth. Into a place of this fort we might in our flight
eafily have firayed, and there have been caught by the rhi-
nocerosy, as it werey in a trap. This adventure made us
afterwards fufpecét, that every bufh harboured a rhinoceros;
and induced us for fome time to give up all thoughts of
reconnoitring among the buthes with fo much affurance,
an animal that did not appear as if it was to be trifled
with. |
1 thiak we may infer from the preceding relation, that
this rinoceros was different from that which put Mr, IMMEL-
Q 2 MAN,
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MAN to flight; as likewife, that this latter did not purfue us,
by rcafon that, in confequence of our having rode up to-
it full in the face of the wind, it could not get fcent of us;
befides, this animal did not hear our talking nor the crack-
ling of the branches, with a {utlicient degree of certainty
to engage it to make an attack upon us: and in fine, it
appears, that it had with great forecaft chofen a thick and
high bufh, by way of entrenchment, on that fide of the
buth, from whence the wind prevented it from getting
{cent of any thing. If 1 may form any conclufion from
my horfe’s ftopping, it would feem, that he had got {cent
of this benft as far off’ -as the diftance of forty or fifty paces,
though the wind avas very moderate from that quarter.

On our way homewards {for {fo we always called our
waggon, or encampment in the defert) we came within
piftol-fhot of a herd of e/k-antilopes, probably the fame with
thofe we had given chafe to in the morning without fuccefs;
but what was very fingular, they at this time hardly thewed
the leaft fear. The males, which were of the fize of an or-
dinary galloway, appeared much more bulky ‘and corpulent
than their females, and feemed to run rather heavily.

In the evening we received an unexpe&ed vifit.  This
was from eight colonifts, who were come hither from Casz-
debo with four waggons, and had.brought with them two
of their wives, and a couple of children. = They were go-
ing to the falt-pit before-mentioned near Zwarzkops-river,
in order to fetch falt from thence ; but having been told by
us of the violent drought they would meet with in their
way thither, part of them only went with two waggons,

that being fewer of them, they might be lefs 'liable:__-éﬁ?i'uf—

7 fer
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fer for want of water, Thefe people informed us, that
that very day they had chanced to awake a rhinoceros
juit by the road fide; but that the beaft, probably {cared
by the noife and buftle it heard from different quarters at
once, ran by them without doing them any hurt. They
related to me, however, an inftance, in which a rhinoceros
had run up to a waggon, and carried it a good way along
with him on his fnout and horns. They likewife inform-
ed us, that the diftemper among the horfes had already
begun to commit ravages in the diftri¢ of Camdebo, where,
however, it otherwife feldom ufed to make its appearance
till the month of April. 'The reafon of this, probably,
was the univerfal drought that prevailed this year.
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Fourney from Quammedacka to Agter Bruntjes-

N the 21ft at nine in. the. morning we left the pool at
Quammedacks, which we had by this time drank dry,
and arrived at noon -at Little Yifeh-rivier, where we again
pitched our tents..;; We here found a herd of #pring-boks,
a couple of whm_]:!, we fhot.: At five o'clock this morning
the thermometer was at 52 degrees, at twelve at 82, and at
half paft three at gs :degrees. :The evening was very
much overcaft. . In this traét of-country there was a great
drought.on both fides of ithe river, but {till greater farther
on towards the north, where the. foil ' was :more gravelly,
and produced 2 greater quantity - of ﬁmuﬂ,qﬁ& plants,  In
the fpaces between thefe, befides Thrivhsiand Budlies, there
was {ometimes to_be found: a Jittle dry every where
elfe, the ground was.as, dry,and:bare; 28 ﬁ»»high:'- road with a
{,layey bottom. Between ten and eleven:o'clock at night,
we heard the roaring-of a lion ; -and. tvhuugh: it only roared
twice, the, animals. WE bad with uswere very reftlefs the
whole night thropghouts

On
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On the 22d carly in the mornin g, we crofled Little V7/ch-
vivier, it being fuppofed, that where we then were, it would
not be fo well worth our while to look after the Aipposa-
sy or fea~cow, an animal that is bigger than the rhino-
ceros, and Hves both in the water and on dry ground,
(vid. Plate 1V, of this volume.) This, in fad, having fcen
the rhinoceros, was what I now chiefly laid out for.

Between nine and ten o'clock, being ‘on our march, we
faw two large lions. They were about three hundred paces
from us, in a little vale. The inftant they perceived us,
they betook themfelves to flight. Being very defirous to
have a nearer view of thefe animals, we rode in purfuit of
them, all the while fhouting and calling out after them.
Upon this they mended their pace till they got down to the
fide of the river, which we had juft crofled, and there hid
themfelves in the thickets. Urged by their curiofity, two
of our Hottenmts likewife followed behind us, one armed
with a couple of haffagais, and the other with a gun.
We ourfelves. were without any arms whatever, but I
imagine we ran no rifk in this chafe, as we could eafily
have tuened back. and fetched our arms, in cafe the lions
had thought. proper to purfue us. In running they had a
kind of fideling pace, like that. of a dog, accompamed now
and then with a- fhght bound. Their necks were all the
while fornewhat raifed; and they feemed to ook afkance at
us over their fhoulders. One-of them had a mane, and con-
fequently was a male; but both of them were nearly of an
equal fize, .and; feemed to be mnﬁderably higher and longer
than our: ﬁdme-horfes, which were of the fize of common
'gauaways Neither our hmfes,”nor feveral gazels which

were
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were on the fpot, {eemed in the leaft afraid of thefe lions,
though they were as near them as we were. As the lion
feldom or never attacks his prey openly, it fecms that he
does not firike the other animals with any high degree of
terror, except when they take the fcent of him, which
nature has rendered highly difguftful to them.

This day likewife we fcared a male oftrich away from
its ncft, which was in the middle of the plains. This
neft, however, confifted of nothing but the ground itfelf,
on which the eggs lay fcattered and loofe. Hence it fol-
lows, that the oftrich does not leave its eggs to be hatched
by the fun, but likewife, at leaft in this part of Africa, fits
upon them herfelf: we may alfo infer, that the male and
the female fit upon them alternately. 'The Hottentots too
affured me of this fat, which has hitherto been unknown
to naturalifts.

$o that THEVENOT is in the right when he afferts, that
the oftrich lives in monogamy, or with one female; though
he is quite alone in this affertion: and the practice is con-
trary to the cuftom of the larger kind of birds.

i1 do not pretend by any means to determine the exact
number of eggs laid by this bird ;. thenumber of thofe we
at this time found was only eleven; tqhey were all frefh, and
probably were to have had feveral more added to them.
Another time two of my Hottentots: fcared another oftrich
away from its neft; out of which they took fourteen eggs,
and brought them to me, having left fome behind, which
did not feem to them to be quite {o frefh ; . {0 that perhaps
fixteen, eighteen, or twenty; is the h:gheit amount, of the
number of eggs laid by this bird : and yet it appears.to me,

that



CAPE or GOOD HOPE. 121

that it muft be very difficult for the oftrich to cover fo o T8
many with its body. A brood of young ones, fcarcely two \.t,c-c:\;
feet high, which I faw in the diftrit of Roode<Zand, feem-

ed to me to amount to fome fuch number; but the oftrich-

chicks which T had taken on the 16th of this month at
Kurekoi-ku, were - about 2’ foot-in height. May we not
likewife concrude frdm hcnce, “thdt the oftriches in Africa

have no fét times’ for la‘j mg‘ their eggs ?

Some of my more"obﬁ,mng readers may, perhaps, won-
der how I am able to affure them, that it was a male of-
trich which I {fcared away from the neft. ‘To this I an-
fwer, that in all this jpart of Africa it is looked upon as an in-
difputable fa&t, that{uch of thefe birds which are malcs, carry
white feathers in their tails and wings, while their backs
and bellies are covered with black. ‘The females, on the
contrary, carry black feathers only in their tails and wings,
while thofe on their' bodies are of an afh-colour. This
likewife accords with the diffeétions made of this bird in
Europe, (Vide BurroN, p. 429.) What ferves farther to
convince me, that the cock oftrich affifts the hen in hatch-
ing her eggs, is, that in the neft which I have been juft
{peaking of, there were found feveral white feathers, as
well as 2 number of black ones, both of which would na-
turally fall into it whilft the birds were fitting. Nature, per~
haps, has found it the more neceffary to order both fexes of
the oftrich mutually toaffifteach other in hatching their eggs,
as the frame of their bodies is large, and they are furnifhed
with many ﬂomaths, and at the fame time are craving be-
yond maty others of the feathered race ; fothat they could
not ‘bear the ufual courfe of fafting during the whole time

Yo, Ii. R of
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of fitting, nearly {o well as the females of other birds.
The authors who have defcribed the young of the oftrich;
as being covered with fmall grey feathers, are perfectly in
the right. With a plumage of this colour, even their necks
and thighs are clothed ; parts, which in the' full-gmwn
birds, arc deftined to be naked, wlulc ‘thie" reft of their
bodies are adorned with feathers. ~The moft beautiful
and curled of thefe compofe the tail of the oftrich, and
confequently it is chiefly for the purpofe of adorning
our heads with them, that we deprive this bird of its life
or freedom.

In this colony, however, I did not fee oftrich feathers

made any other ufe of, than to bruth away the flies; for
which purpofe, whifks were made of them of a confiderable
length as well as breadth,” with' ivhich a flave or two were
employed in driving away thefe animals from the table,
while the family were at their meals. ‘The Hottentots,
who eat all forts of ﬂefh, éat likewife that of the oftrich ;
but the eggs T have i'een ufed by the dolonifts, and that
even at the Cape, for panczkes and “aumelets. While
we were tt‘avellmg through the defert, We found it an-
fwer beft to fupple our throats with hém’ jaft before we
took our chocolate or tea; and l:kemf“ o ¢ larify our coffce
with thcm, or €lfe to Itew them, of 1 pans; in our
porridge-pot, having’ pre‘vim'g ra ‘fhito it a little fat ;
a dﬂ'hl ‘had learnt to prepare in' Sweéden by the name of

coarfer niature and ﬁﬁcker oonﬁﬁenﬁe, and it the " fame
time
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time more filling and lufcious. One of the largeft fhells
of the oftriches eggs, kept in the cabinet of the Royal Aca-
demy, I found, on examination, to weigh cleven ounces,
to be fix inches and a half in depth, and to hold five pints
and a quarter liquid meafure. It is of the fhape of a com-
mon egg. 1 never found the weight of the frefh eggs ex-
ceed this in any extraordinary proportion ; {0 that when M.
PE BUFroN (in page 426, 427)computes the weight of one
of thefe eggs at fifteen pounds, this bold affertion of his feems
to require to be mentioned, only in order to be confuted.—
I have already, in Vol. I. page 130, related the method
of hunting the oftriches in this country ; but that this bird
contents itfelf barely with hiding its head, when it finds it
cannot make its efcape, is a matter which I do not remem-
ber ever to have heard mentioned at the Cape; but even
were it a fact, fill PLiNy’s explication of it is not more
abfurd than M. pe Burron’s manner of accounting for it,
L c. page 448. Children, indeed, who play at hide and
fcek, are apt to imagine that they are concealed, when they
cover their heads, fo that they themfelves cannot fee. I

have likewife frequently obferved turkey-poults merely hide

their heads, {o as.not to be able to fee any thing, when
they were warned by their mother’s cries of the hawk’s
approach. ‘How then can one expe&t a greater degree of
confideration in.a bird, in other refpects very ftupid, and
which is in danger of its. life?

M. pE BurFoN, page 448, calls the fkin of this creature
very thick; -butiin this sefpedtitis but equal at' the beft to
oat’s or-galf’ s-fkin 4o that-how far the Arabians can ufe
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it for harnefles and fhields (l. c. page 443) does not feem
to deferve a ferious inveftigation.

The cry of the oftrich, according to the defcription I
have had given me of it in Africa, in {ome refpects refem-
bles the roaring of the lion, but is fhorter, or, in other words,
not drawn out to fo great a length. In thiscafe, its cry muft
neceflarily be hoarfe and rough, as well as fill the breaft of the
hearer with anxiety and terror; and confequently the pro-
phet Micas, chap. i. ver. 8, has not unaptly compared it
to the voice of a mourner ; if in faét by the word no» in
this and other places of holy writ, the oftrich is meant, and
not a kind of owl.

The young of this bird have no cry at all; one, at
leaft, a foot and a half high, which on my return home-
wards I brought with me alive to the Cape all the way
from Honing-klip, did not, during the whole time, viz.
twenty-four days, let us hear any thing of it. This was
trampled to death by my horfe, juft before. my departure
from the Cape, otherwife it might have eafily been brought
to Europe. 1t ate a great deal, and was not nice in its
food.

There were feveral large tame oftriches in the governor’s
menagerie at the Cape. - Without fﬂemmg to be impeded
by their weight, they ‘would run along: with any body what-
foever, and would moveover jump up and perch upon the
fhoulders of all fuch as would fuffer it. . In confequence of
having made this obfervation,as well as-of fimilar inftances
to be found in authors, I c'anﬁot, dmlbt, Jbut that oftriches
might be brought to bear burdens and the like, fo as to
become ufeful to mankind.

The
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The inftance which is given us by Apanson of a young
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oftrich, not properly trained up to this employ, is there- \J

fore not capable of raifing in me the fame doubts as arc
entertained by M. pE Burron on this fubjett. And yet
we read in this illuftrious author, 1. c. that Firmius, who
reigned in Egypt in the third century, was drawn by
oftriches ; and that in foar, in Africa, an Englifhman was
feen riding on an oftrich, on which he ufed to take jour-
nics, &c. 1 have converfed with yeomen at the Cape,
who had brought up oftriches fo tame, that they went loofe

to and from the farm, and were obliged to feek their own’

{food ; but at the fame time were {o voracious as tc {wal-
low chickens whole, and tramiple hens to death, in order to
tear them to pieces afterwards and cat them up. At a cer-
tain farm they were obliged to kill one of thefe oftriches,
as he had taken to trampling fheep to death.  Qucre, Docs
not the oftrich eat fnakes likewife ?

Thefe large birds were, as it appcared to me, chiefly to
be found in {uch tracéts of country as partook of the pro-
perties of the carrow, and produced fucculent plants. I
faw but one of them in the four diftrit, as it is called, of
Lange Kloof; but this might very probably, like the ele-
phant in the fame diftri¢t, of which I have already given
an account, Vol. I. page 315, have got out of its latitudc.

Another kind of large bird, which 1 have mentioned
before, as being in the governor’s menagerie, viz. the ca-
Juary, was not a.native of Africa.

This had been a very warm day, and though it might
feem that I ought by this time to have been inured to heat,

vet in confequence of it, I was feized with a violent head-
ach,



146

1775:
Decembcr

A VOYAGE ro 7TRHE

ach. I found great relief, however, by wathing my head
in running water in great 77/ch-rivier. Two of my Hot-
tentots likewife complained of being affeted in the fame
manner, but were foon made eafy by giving them a little
hemp to fmoke. I had forgot to look at the thermometer
this day till ten o'clock in the evening. Even at that late
hour it was at 78. At dark there fell a few drops of
rain. This night we did not hear the lions roar in the leait.
Very carly on the 2 3d we proceeded again on our journey,
to look out for the fm-caw.r,,_hear fome other pit belonging
to great Vifeh-rivier. There was now again a great fcarcity
of meat in the waggon; for which reafon my Hottentots
began to grumble, and reminded me, that we ought not
to wafte {fo much of our time in looking after infeéts and
plants, but give a better look out after the game. At the
fame time they pointed to a neighbouring dale over-run
with wood, at the upper edge of which, at the diftancc of
a mile and a quarter from the fpot where we then werc,
they had feen feveral buffaloes. = Accordingly we went
thither, but though our fatigue was leffened by our Hot-
tentots carrying our guns for us up a hill, yet we were
quite out of breath and overcome by the heat of the fun,
before we got upto it.  Yet, what even fiow appears to me
a matter of wonder is, that as foon 4s we had got a glimpfe
of the game, all this languor left us .in an inftant. In
fact, we each of us ftrove to fire before the other, {c that
we {eemed entirely to.have loft ight of all prudence and
caution. When we advanced to ‘within twenty or thirty
paces of the beaft, and. eonfequemly ‘were, perhaps, like-
wife in fome degree adtuated by our fears, we difcharged
our
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our picces pretty nearly at the fame time; while the buf-
falo, which was upon rather lower ground than we were,
behind a thin feambling bufh, feemed to turn his head
round in order to make towards us. In the mecan while;
however, the moment we had difcharged our guns, we
had the pleafure to fee him fall, and dire&ly afterwards
run down into the thickeft part of the wood. This in-
duced us to hope, that our fhot had proved mortal: for
which reafon, we had the imprudence to follow him down
into the clofe thickets, where, luckily for us, we could
get no farther.,  'We had, however, as we found after-
wards, only hit the hindmoft part of the chine, where the
balls, which lay at the diftance of three inches from each
other, had been fhivered to pieces againft the bones. In
the mean while our temerity, which chiefly proceeded
from hurry and ignorance, was confidered by the I{otten-
tots as a proof of {pirit and intrepidity hardly to be equal-
led ; on which account, from that inftant, they ever after
appeared to entertain an infinitely higher opinion of our
courage than they had ever done before. Several of our
Hottentots now came to us, and threw ftones down into the
dale, though without fuccefs, in order to find out by the
bellowings of the beaft, whither he had retired : afterwards,
however, he feemed to have plucked up his courage, for
he came up at laft out of the dale of his own accord to the
ikirts of the wood, and placed himfelf {o as to have afull
view of us on the {pot, where we were refting ourfelves
fomewhat higher up: -his intention was, in all probability,
and in the opinion of our old {portfmen, to revenge him-

felf .on us, if we had not happened to fee him in time,
and
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po72%  and fired at him direftly. What, perhaps, in fome mea-
\~~v fure put a ftop to his boldnefs was, that we ftood on higher
ground than he did: for feveral veteran {portfmen have
affured me of it as a faét, that they know from experience,
that the buffaloes do not willingly venture to afcend any
hill or eminence in order to attack any one. The third
fhot, which afterwards was obferved to have entered at the
belly, was fatal. This occafioned the buffalo to take him-
felf down again into the vale, dying the ground and bufhes
all the way he went with his blood.  Though ftill hot
upon the chafe, yet we advanced with the greateft caution,
accompanied by two of our Hottentots, through the thin
and more pervious part of the wood, where the buffalo
bad taken refuge. He was adyancing again in order to
attack fome of us, when Mr. IMMELMAN, from the place
where he was pofted, thot him in the lungs. Notwith-
ftanding this, he had ftill firength enough left to make a
circuit of a hundred and fifty paces, before we heard him
fall : during his fall, and before he died, he bellowed in
a moft ftupendous manner; and this death-fong of his in-
fpired every one of us with joy, on account of the victory we
had gained : and f{o thoroughly fteeled is frequently the hu-
man heart againft the fufferings of the brute creation, that
we haftened forwards, in order to enjoy the pleafure of feeing
the buffalo ftruggle with the pangs of death. Jhappened to.
be the foremoft amongft them; but think it intpoffibiz for
anguifh, accompanied by a favage ﬁercenefs, to be painted inr
ftronger colours than they were in the countenance of this
buffalo. 1was within ten fteps of him when he perceived rae,,
and, bellowing, raifed himf{elf fuddenly again onhislegs. 1had
reaton
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reafon to believe fince, that I was at the time very mych
dfrightened ; for before I could well take my aim, I fired
off my gun, and the thot miffed the whole of his huge
body, and only hit him in the hind legs, as we afterwards
difcovered by the fize of the ball. Immediately upon this
I flew awyay like lightning, in order to look out for fome
tree to climb up into.

Notwithftanding the tedious prolixity it might occafion
me to be guilty of, I thought the beft and readieft method
of giving my reader an idea of the nature of this animal,
and of the method of hunting it, as well as of other con-
tingent circumftances, would be to adduce an inftance or
two of what occurred during the chafe.

My Hottentots cut up the buffalo with their ufual alacrity
and ardour; but as they had a great way to carry the fleth to
thewaggon, they took it thither in a rather unufual way. This
was as follows: they cut outlarge {lips of fleth whole and en-
tire, with holes in the middle, wide enough for them to put
their heads and arms through, and loaded themfelves with it
in this manner before, behind, and on every fide of themj
the meat ali the while dangling about their bodies in a
manner ludicrous enough, though not much adapted to
create an appetite in the {peétator. In this way, thcir
hands being entirely difengaged, excepting that each man
carried a ftick, they clambered up the brow of the hill that
ov?.rhunﬂ tlic vale, and thus walked on towards the wag-
bc,ﬁ, whitier one might trace them all the way by the
buood,,

Ih the mean while the Hottentot, who was our princi-
pd fhot, had, at no great diftance from this place, fhot
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an elk-antilope, in confequence of which we repaired thi-
ther, in order to carry off the beft and fatteft part of the
flefh. Before we got back to the waggon, darknefs came
on, with thunder and lightning ; and, to add to the terror
of the fcene, we heard the lions roaring very loud. In-
deed we had good reafon to fear, that thefe wild beafts
would throw themfelves in our way, in order to fhare our
prey with us. Neither fhould we, in fact, in the total
darknefs in which we were involved, have eafily found our
way back to the waggon, if the Hottentots whom we had
left with it, had not been thoughtful and confiderate
enough to fmack the large ox-whip from time to time
by way of fignal. Atlength, when we arrived at the plain
where the waggon ftood, we faw the fire they had made.
We had hardly got home, however, before there came on
a heavy fhower of rain, which continued the greater part
of the night, and put out our fire ; while the tilt of our
waggon was in great danger of being carried away by a
violent fouth-eaft wind, with which the rain was accom-
panieds at the fame time that the rain not only entered
the waggon by the fides of the tilt, but likewife penetrated
through the tilt-cloth, fo that we were not a whit better
fheltered there, than the Hottentots under their cloaks.
During -all this, we frequently heard the roaring of the
lions, as well as the yelling of the hyznas; fome of which
latter ftole away a ftrap belonging to the ta(:\%ing of pur
waggon, together with a good quantity of the fiafh whigh
the Hottentots had hung up at the diftance of a few.pacuz,
from the fpot where they lay.

This
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This day the thermometer at five o'clock in the morning
was at 74 degrees, precifely at noon at g9, and in the af-
ternoon it rofe to 100.

On the 24th I was induced to ftay a little longer on this
fpot, by the hopes of fhooting a gn#, which had been
feen ranging by itfelf about this part of the country.

T°Gnu is the Hottentot name for a fingular animal, which,
with refpect to its form, is between the horfe and the ox.
The fize of it is about that of a common galloway, the
length of it being fomewhat above five, and the height of
it rather more than four feet. The proportion of the
parts to each other may be beft fecu by the figure given in
Plate 11. of this Volume, which reprefents this animal in the
attitude into which it puts itfelf when it is going to butt any
one; in confequence of which, we have been able to give
a proper idea of the pofition of the horns, and the manner
in which they lay, as it were, flat upon the head : while,
on the contrary, in a drawing which accompanies Profeflor
ALLamaND’s finc defcription of this cregure, and which
has been copied in a compilation, entitled, ¢ Nowvelle De-
Jeription du Cap de B. Efperance, the horns appear almoft
as if they grew out of the mane itfelf.

This animal is of a dark-brown colour all over, exccpt-
ing the tail and mane, which are of a light-grey ; the fhag
on the chin, under the lower jaw, and on the breatt is black,

kewife/fare the ftiff hairs which ftand up ercét on the
f chead dnd upper part of the face. It is fomewhat fin-
1l hat M. ALLaMAND, who was the firft that defcribed
thys {pecies of animal from one which was brought from the
ape to Holland, found the colour of its mane and body
S 2 extiemely
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extremely different from what I have defcribed it to be
above, and from what I have obferved in Africa, and which
may likewife be feen on the fkin of this animal I brought
home with me. This difference probably proceeds from a
diverfity of age, climate, or other accidental circumftances.

At firft fight one would be apt to pronounce, that the
onu moft refembles the ox kind; but with rcfpect to the
following particulars, this beaft may likewife be referred to
the capre in general, or to the genus which the great zoolo-
gift, M. PALLAs, has feparated from them under the deno-
mination of antilopes.

1. The legs of the gux are as fmall as thofe of the an-
tilope, or the gazel kind; and, like them, have {mall fet-
lock-bones and hoofs.

2. The gnu refembles the antilopes and capre in its hair,
inafmuch as this is fhort, juft as it is in the hart kind. In
its fhag, the gnu refembles the capre morc than oxen.
With refpect tg its mane, it is manifeftly diftinct from
thefe latter animals; but fomewhat refembles anothcr large
capree, or antilope (the antilope oryx) by the colonifts called
the Cape-elk, (vide Plate I. of this Volume.) With regard to
the tail, it does notin the leaft refemble an ox’s tail, but ra-
ther that of a horfe; and in this point fomewhat coincides
with another large antilope, viz. the hartbeeit, (vide Plate 1.
of this Volume.) This laft-mentioned antilope, according to
the accounts given me by feveral perfons at thg Cape,. iplls
upon its knees when it is going to butt any one j<and pp-
bably the gnu refembles it in this point likewife,"as Na.
ALrLAMAND remarked of the gnu which was broughtto

I Hollagd,
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Holland, that it fometimes fell on its knecs, and butted
againft the ground.

3. The gnu, like many of the hart and antilopc kind,
has a vilible finus, or porus febaceus, or ceriferus, hHelow and
juft before each cye. This finus, which has not been re-
marked by M. ALLAMAND, is (juft as in the hartbeeft,) about
onc line in diameter, and encompafied with a little tuft of
black hair. Pores of this kind, or apertures in the {kin,
which excrete a fubftance of the nature of ear-wax, are
not to be tfound, as far as I have been able to learn, in any
fpecies of the ox kind.

4. The noife made by the tame calf of a gnu, which
I have frequently heard cry, did not in the leaft refemble the
bleating of the common fawin.

5. I did not find that the flefh of this animal had any
thing of the flavour of beef or of buffalo’s flefh, but was
rather like that of the other antilopes or gazels about the
Cape ; it had, however, a finer grain, and was more juicy
than the fleth of the bartbeeft, and confequently was
much more delicate than beef.

6. I find from the diffection I made of a fawp of a gnu,
that its vifcera refemble thofe of the other antilopcs which
1 had examined, more than the vifcera of the 0%, but that
they bear no refemblance whatever to thofe of a horfe:
{fo that this circumftance is fufficient entirely to overthrow
the*Conjectyke, of thofe who imagine, that the gnu is pro-

that thefc animals are almoft always feen in large herds,
and,

I33
1775:
December,

s



134

1775

December.

L a'e ¥

A VOYAGE To THE

and, as far as I can learn, are in Africa to be found onlv
in Camdebo and Agter Bruntjes-boogte ; from whence it is
only a few years ago, that one of them was carried to the
Cape, and from thence to Holland : confequently, the gnu
then wandering in thefe parts was, probably, an old buck.
which did not care to keep company any longer with the
herd it belonged to, or had been accidentally feparated
from it.

As this that was feen here kept upon the open plains,
and we could not fteal upon it by creeping towards it from
among the bufhes, I endeavoured to overtake it on horfe-
back. And indeecd, at firft I got almoft within gun-fhot of
the animal, when it thewed its vicious difpofition in making
various curvets and plunges, flinging out behind with one
or both legs, and butting againdt the mole-hills with its
horns ; but immediately upon this, it fled with confider-
able velocity in a direct line over the plain as far as the eye
could difcern it: and I cannot help thinking, but that this
was one that was become furious, as the other gnus I have
chafed fince would frequently f{top to look back at their
purfuers, as foon as they had gained ground of them in
any confiderable degree. What contributed not a little to
this gnu’s having efcaped from me was, that the ground was
rocky, and that an ardent defire for diffecting this animal
induced me to pufh my horfe on too faft at firft; fo thatin
a very little time it was quite out of breath,xand all*gver
in a tremor. -

A confiderable number of eagles and birds of pray thﬂt
feed upon carcafes, were feafting on and fighting foNthe
elk-antilope we had fhot the day before, and had alreidy

confur[{ed
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likewife {carcd a jackal away from the carcafe. I could \rav

not at this time pretend to chafe it, as my horfe was not
recovered from the fatigue of purfuing the gzy. This day
we likewife faw a numcrous herd of guaggas, which not
unfrequently made their appearance in thefe deferts. Scarce-
ly a day paffed without our fecing a great number of Jarz-
beefts between the two Vifeh-rivers, and /pring-boks by the
hundreds and thoufands at a time.

It was now the 24th of December, a period which the
Chriftians all over the world ufually fpend in mirth and
feftivity. My friend and 1, though in the midft of a de-
fert, and feparated from the reft of mankind, were defirous
of partaking of this religious jubilee; we therefore over-
hauled our ftock of bifcuit, and found that on occafion of
this great holiday, we could afford to give out two to each
man. As to the reft of our fare, we treated ourfelves with
an oftrich-egg, part of which was ftewed in our porridge-
pot, the remainder being boiled up with fome coffee, a
fmall bafon full of which was diftributed to every one of
our company. The third difh confifted of a piece of elk’s
fleth, This day at noon the thermometer had been at 84,
but towards the evening fell to 76.—At night our Hot-
tentots faftened a piece of meat to a long ftout ftrap in fuch
a manner, that if the wolf fhould come and attempt to
{fwallow t17 meat, he would be caught fait by the ftrap
till, they cduld lay hold of him -and kill him; but the
bgaft was not at that time in this part of the country, and
confequently we could not difcover how far this new in-
veiition of theigs was practicable.

On
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On the 2 sth the thermometer rofe to 100 degrees. We
now rcpaired to a _fea-cow hole, (Zecko-gat) near Vifch-ri=
wicry to look for the bippopotanmus. '

On the 26th the wind blew agreeably cool, and the ther-
mometer at noon was not above 79. This day we over-
took feveral farmers from Agter Bruntjes-boogte, who were
come into this ncighbourhood for the purpofe of hunting.
I could not help {miling, though at the fame time I was
covered with confufion, at thefe good ruftics viewing us fo
narrowly as they did from head to foot; while, on the
other hand, I could not but allow their as well as our {ur-
prize, at this unexpeéted vifit to be extremely natural. Infact,
they found me with a beard which had not been touched
fince the end of the preceding month, without a ftock, and
with my waiftcoat open at the breaft, my hat flapped, my
hair braided into a twift, my fide-curls hanging down
ftrait and fluttering in the air; a fine thin linen coat, with
a white ground variegated with blood, dabs of gunpowder,
and fpots of dirt and greafe of all kinds; but at the fame
time decorated with fine gilt buttons, a third part of which
were fallen off, and a great many of them dangled about
Joofe and were ready to follow the others. Asto the other
part of my drefs, my breeches, for the fake of coolnefs, were
turned up at the knees, in the manner in which they are
frequently worn by the boors of this country ; and after the
{fame guife, and for a fimilar reafon, my ftookings, which
were woollen, were gartered below my knces,\at the fime
time that they hung down loofe about my anklegg wl&&
my feet were fet off with Hottentot fhoes, made to ‘t{{a“}

up
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up with ftrings, of the famé kind With thofe reprefented
in Plate 1. Vol. I. Fig. 4.

Mr. IMMELMAN, who, in fa&, ‘was a handfome young.
fellow, with large dark eye-brows and a fine head of hair,,
at this time wore a beard five weeks old, which was now
beginning: to durl in a very confpicuous manner. As to-
the reft of his appearance, he figured on horfeback in a.
long night-gown, with a white night-cap, large wide boots,,
and, if I remember right, was juft at that time without
ftockings, 4u’order to keep his legs the cooler. It may be.
neceflary here, perhaps, to make fome excufe both for our.
beards and our drefs. As to our beards, we had both of.
us in a merry mood, formeda refolution not to touch a hair
of them either with razors or {ciffors, till. we fhould either
get into company again with the Chriftian laffes, or fhould:
have an opportunity of diffe¢ting a hippopotamus. Added
to this, we wifhed to try how a long beard would become
our juvenile years. ¢ Itis a prefent made to us by nature,
faid we to each other, let us keep it by way of experiment,
Our beards, perhaps, prevent our catching cold, and getting:
defluxions and the tooth-ache in cold nights; at leaft it is
probable, that in this climate they defend the face from the.
{corching rays of the funj; and who can tell, what refpet
and confideration it may acquire us from the beardlefs-tribes
we are likely to meet with in the courfe of our expedition.”
Thys refolutron of ours, which we pertinatioufly adhered
to gave}pﬁ'e in the mean while to many ludicrous conver--
Liions, but I muft confefs, that we fclt ourfelves delivered
frogn a very heavy burden, when we got rid of our beards..
Again, as to our clothing, it was entirely adapted to the
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warmth of the climate and our 6wn convenicnce ; neither

Ay was there any danger of its leflening us in the cyes of our

own Hottentots, o1 of thofe we might expect to meet with in
the defert. ~ As for my woollen ftockings, I wore them prin-
cipally with a view to keep off the flies, as well as to pre-
ferve my legs from the bites of ferpents, “and-from being
torn by the branches of trees. Mr. IMMELMAN thought
that boots were more convenient, and would anfwer this
purpofe better. Being am African by birth, he was not
afraid of being fun-burned; on which account likewife, in
order to keep his hair out of his eyes, he generally rode
in his night-cap.

On the 27th at {fcven in the morning the thermometer
ftood at 60 degrees, the preceding night having appeared
to us extremely cool. At noon' the thermometér was at
95. At five in the afternoon it had fallen to 83, when
there came a fhower of rain with thunder and lightning.
At nine in the evening the thermometer was at 79 degrecs.

On the 29th I forded over Great Vifch-rivier, and exa-
mined feveral fea-cows fculls that lay on the other fide of
it, and found them perfectly accord with the defcription
and delineation given of thefe parts by M. DE Burron.

I now began to be incommoded by a flight pain and fwel-
ling in the fore part of the breaft, juft at the edge of the
fternum, which gave me great uncafinefs; but it went off
in the fpace of a few days, and in all probability was only
a fore-runner of the gout, the {ymptoms of which ha%
ready begun to appear in a flight pain and fenfaticg
burning in the foles of my feet. ~This diforder, which Yell
particularly heavy on a-botanift, and one who was trav{el-

ling
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ling through extenfive deferts, I had probably brought up-
on myfelf, by having undergone too great fatigue. At
leaft one of our horfes was affli¢ted from this very caufe
with a kind of-gout or tendernefs in the feet, together
with a {welling in the paftern-joints, as foon as it got home
to the Cape.. Fhe day before we had eaten our laft bifcuit,
our patience, in confequence of waiting {o long to fce the
hippopotamus, . was almoft as near being exhaufted as our
bread ; we, therefore, the next day came to a refolution
to go again into a Jand inhabited by Chriftians.

On -the 29th. we were conducted by our Bofhies-men
from Great to tht@ Vi ﬁ.b-rﬂ;zer This tra& -of country
was thinly covered with thorn-trees (mimo/a nilotica,) which
fhaded the ground and kept it cool; {o that being in fome
meafure covered with grafs, it exhibited an agreeable ver-
dure, and at the {fame time harboured a confiderable num-
ber of /fpringers, quaggas, and bartbec/ls, of which latter
we {hot a young female. The mufcdles and fibres of this
creature retained a convulfive motion and twitching, even
for feveral minutes after the animal had been cut in pieces.
I muft confefs, that.I never, cither before or fince, have
obferved any thing of the kind in the hartbeeft, or any
other animal.

T 2 CI’IAP.
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C H A P. XIV.

Refidence at Agter Bruntjes-Hoogte.

HE firft place where we took up our lodging was-at

an old elephant hunters, of the mame of PrinNTsLO,

who was the firft that had migrated here, and at the bottom

a high mountain had pitched upon the fineft fituation for

a farm in the whole diftrict,; and, 1 had almoft faid, in all

Africa. ~ The thermometer in the ‘morning as well as
in the evening was about 6o degrees.

On the zoth the thermometer within doors was at
6o degrees at feven in the morning, and in the evening
at 67.

‘The 31ft, which was New Year’s Eve, and fell upon a
Sunday, . was celebrated with a pfalm or 'twe, and after

-that with a game at cards. They affured me, that the

winter-months of July and Auguft were colder at that place
than at the Cape; fo that the fnow lay on the ground for
a couple of days together, about two inches decp; but that
their fheep and cattle, then as well as at-other times, were
kept out of doorsuin the open ‘airy-and in the day-time
were driven abroad:to;goin queft of their own food.
January,
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Januvary, 1776. Agter Bruntjes-hoogte, where we werce ]::33?&.
now arrived, is rather a flat traét of country, which takes A~
in the upper part of Kleine Vifch-rivier, and is {eparated
from Camdebo by Bruntjes-boogtens, or the Bruntjes-hills,
and with refpet to the latter place (Camdebo) are fituated
agtery, or behind them. The Swecuwberoen, which lic to
the north of Carmdebo, are {o called from the fnow with
which in the winter-time the higheft of them are faid to
be covered, and even to remain fo during part of the fum-
mer; fo that they are, probably, of the fame nature as the
Rogge-veld and Bokke-veld mountains, and perhaps com-
pofe a part of the schain formed by them. The lower
Sneeuwbergen, or Snow-mountains, arc inhabited the year
-throughout; but on the higher range of hills the winters are
fevereenoagh: this circumftance, is faid to make the colonifts
removeinto the plains below in Camdebo. The inhabitants,in-
deed, of the more diftant S»eexw-mountains are fometimes
obliged, according to report, entirely to relinquifh their
dwellings and habitations, on account of the favage plunder-
ing race of Bofhies-men,of which I have made fome mention
above, in Vol. I. page 198; who from their hiding-places,
fhooting forth their poifoned arrows at the fhepherd, kill
him, and afterwards drive away the whole of his flock,
which perhaps confifts of feveral hundred theep, and forms
the chief, if not the whole, of the farmer’s property.
What they cannot drive away with them they kill and
wound, as much as the time will allow them, while they
are making their retreat. * It is in vain to purfue them,
they being very {wift of foot, and taking refuge up in the
ficep mountains, which they are able to run up almoft as

nimbly



142 A VOYAGE TOo THE

1776.  nimbly as baboons or monkies. From thence they roll
w) down large ftones, on any one that is imprudent enough to
follow them. The approach of night gives them time to
withdraw themfclves entirely from thofe parts, by ways
and places with which none but themfelves are acquainted.
'Thefe banditti collect together again in bodies to the amount
of fome hundreds, from their hiding-places and the clefts
in the mountains, in order to commit frefh depredations
and robberies.  One of the colonifts, who had been obliged
to fly from thefe mountains, was at:this time pafling to
Agter Bruntjes-boogte with his family, fervants, and cattle,
in order to look out for a new habitation. He informed
us, that the Bo/ies-men grew bolder every day, and feemed
to increafe in numbers, fince people had with grcater éar-
neftnefs fet about extirpating them. It was this, doubt-
lefs, which has occafioned them to colle& together into
large bodies, in order to withftand the encroachments of
the colonifts, who had already taken from them their beft
dwelling and hunting-places.  Aninftance was related of
the Bofhies-men having befieged a peafant with his wife
and children in their cottage, - till ‘at length he drove them
off by repeatedly firing among them. ' They had lately car-
ried off from a farmer the greater part of his:cattle. Not
long before this, however, they had f{uffered a confiderable
defeat in the following manner. Several farmers, who per-
ceived that they were not able to get at thé Bofhies-men by
the ufural methods, thot a fea-cow, and teok only the prime
part of it for themfelves, leaving the reft by way .of bait;
they themfelves, in the mean while, lying in ambuth.
‘The Bofhies-men with their wives and children now ‘came
I down
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down from thcir hiding-places, with an intention to feaft
{fumptuouily on the {fca-cow that had been fhot; but the
farmers, who camc back again very unexpectediv, turned
the feaft into a fcene of blood and flaughter.—Pregnant
women, and children in their tendereft years, were not at
this time, neither indeed are they cver, exempt from the
cffets of the hatred and {pirit of vengeance conftantly
harboured by the colonifts with refpet to the Bofhies-nan
nation; excepting fuch, indeed, as arc marked out to be
carried away into bondage. Does a coloniit at any time get
fight of a Bofhies-man, he takes fire immediately, and {pi-
rits up his horfe and dogs, in order to hunt him with more
ardour and fury than he would a wolf or any other wild
beaft. On an open plain, a few colonifts on horfeback are
always fure to get the better of the greateft number of
Bofhies-men that can be brought together, as the former
always keep at the diftance of about a hundred or a hundred
and fifty paces, (juft as they find it convenient) and charg-
ing their heavy fire-arms with a very large kind of fhot,
jump off their horfes, and reft their pieces in their ufual
manner on their ram-rods, in order that they may fhoot
with the greater certainty ;-{o that the balls difcharged by
them will fometimes, as I have been aflured, go through
the bodies of fix, feven, or eight of the enemy at a time,
efpecially as thefe latter know no better than to keep clofe
together in a kgody. It is true, that, on the other hand,
the Bofhies-men can fhoot their arrows to the diftance of
two hundred paces, but with a very uncertain aim, as the
arrdw muft neceffarily firft make a curve in the air; and
fhould it even at that diftance chance to hit any of the far-
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1776.  mers, it i not able to go through his hat, or his ordinary
m linen or coarfe woollen coat.

In the diftri&k of Sneeuwberg the land-dro/l has appointed
one of the farmers, with the title of wveld-corporal, to com-
mand in thefe wars, and as occafion may require, to order
out the country people alternately in feparate parties, for the
purpofe of defending the country againtt its original inhabi-
tants. Government, indeed, has no other partin the cruel-
ties exercifed by its fubjeéts, than that of taking no cogni-
zance of themj; but in this point it has been certainly too
remifs, in leaving a whole nation to the mercy of every in-
dividual peafant, or in tact, of every one that chufes to in-
vade their land; as of fuch people one mightnaturally ex-
pect, that interefted views, and an unbridied {pirit of re-
venge, fhould prevail over the dictates of prudence and
humanity. I am far from accufing all the colonifts of hav-
ing a hand in thefe and other cruelties, which are too fre-
quently committed in this quarter of the globe. While
Jome of them plumed themielves upon them, there were
anany who, on the contrary, held them in abomination,
and feared left the vengeance of hcaven fhould, for all
thefe crimes, fall upon their land and their pofterity.

It is true, that no endeavours have as yet been made to
polith the Bo/bies~man natives, and make them better men,
‘and more ufeful to the colonifts ; but if we may form any
judgment from .the difpofition of thofe: who have been
hired into the colonifts fervice, or have been made flaves of,
and have not run-away, this feems not impoxfiible to be
effected. Yet, perhaps, the fentiments that are commonly
entertained to their difadvantage, as wecll as the cruelties

which
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which havebeen hitherto practifed upon them,cannot but lay 1776

'many impediments in the way of an attempt of this nature. %
If what I have been aflfured by many be true, the Hottentots,
who originally refided at Agzer Brunijes-hoogte, lived peace-
ably with the Chriftians who firft migrated thither. They
ufed likewife to perform the kindeft offices for the latter,
and would frequently go unafked in fearch of a ftray lamb,
or the like, belonging to the Chriftians, and take it home
to them; but at length they had withdrawn themfelves,
and now live concealed in holes and corners up and down
this part of the country like other Bofhies-men. Yet, be-
ing fewer in number, they are not altogether {o bold and
daring. Their complexions being rather of a yellow caft,
they are confidered as of a different nation, and have con-
fecquently been called Chinefe- or Snefe-Hottentots. The
chief abode of thefe fugitives is on each fide of the two
Vifch-riviers. Many of them that I faw had been good
ferviceable flaves. While we, like them, were ftrolling up
and down between the two Zi/ch rivers, we came occafion-
ally to the very fpots, where the traces of their extin-
guithed fires were plainly to be feen, with other marks
of their having been encamged there: and it would not,
in my opinion, have been* difficult for them to have
harraffed us and done us much mifchief; but whether it
was their ftupidity, the mildnefs of their difpofitions, or
their fears thag’withheld them I know not, but they cer-
tainly did nof do it. If, indeed, the mildnefs of their dif-
pofitions Zlone influenced them in this matter, their con-
du& is by no means juftifiable; for viewing it in this light,
one may juftly fay, that they commit a crime againft them-
Vou. II. U {felves,
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felves, in leaving the colonifts at peace, to purfue them and
make flaves of them at their own leifure.

Another and more confiderable part of this yellow-{kinned
nation, is difperfed over a tract of country cleven days jour-
ney in breadth, and fituated more to the north than to the
north-eaft of the 7z/ch-riviers, near a river called Zomo, whcere
fome of them arc {aid to be occupied in the grazing and
rearing of cattle. Small parties of Chriftians have, indeed,
travelled through this country, and fhot elephants there
unmolefted ; yet they have thought it neceflary for their
greater fecurity, to fhut themielves up at night in their
waggons, as in a caftle.

The more confiderable rivers which run through the
country of the Snefe-Hottentots, are faid to be only the fol-
lowing. 7Kamfi-t'kay, ¥ Nu-t'kay, Little Zomo, Great Zomno,
at which latter another country belonging to a different na-
tion commences. ‘Thefe rivers are reported to flow from
north to fouth and fouth-eaft, down towards the fea, whi-
ther they probably run all together through the country call-
ed Caffer-land. From #'Kau-tkay, or the great fith river, to
*Kamfi-t'kay, or the white river, they reckon feven days
journey ; every day’s journey being reckoned at above forty-
five miles, or eight hours brif driving of oxen without ftop-
ping. From thence to #Nu-fkay, or the black river, it is
reckoned one day’s journey. From hence to Little Zoma,
or the little #azery-eyed river, it is two da7s journey ; and
from this to Great Zomo, or the great Wéte}'y-e_’ye, it is half
a day. In this river, which is one of the. largeft,
there is faid to be a great number of green ftones, fome of
which the perfon who gave me this information, carried

with
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with him to the Cape, and fold them to a dealer there, j;fu?i} .

‘who fold them again, and made prefents of them to travel- A~
lers. They were, in all probability, of very littlc value.

On the other fide of Zommo dwells another nation, who,
by the Snefe-Hottentots, are called Tambukis, and are {aid
by them to refemble themfelves in complexion and drefs,
but to be a powerful and warlike people. Adjoining to
this nation, towards the north, there is, according to them,
a ftill more warlike and intrepid people, whom they call
Mambukis. Such colonifts as have vifited Zomo-river,
have obferved, about two -days journey to the northward
of it, 2 mountain that threw out a great quantity of {fmoke.
The Snefe-Hottentots informed me, that the Tambukis had
furnaces there for the purpofe of fmelting a {pecies of me-
tal, which they forge and make into ornaments of various
kinds, hiring the Snefe-Hottentots to carry in the wood
which they ufe in thefe fmeltings. I have frequently feen
the Snefe-Hottentots at Bruntjes-boogte with ear-rings of this
metal, and of the form exhibited in Plate I. Vol. 1. fig. 8
and 9. In external appearance they refemble piftole gold ;
but from the affay made on one of thefe rings by M. Von
ENGsTROEM, counfellor of the mines, they appear to be
merely a mixture of copper and filver.

That fingular animal, the wzicorn, which is ufually re-
prefented like a horfe with a horn in its forehead, has been
found delineatpd by the Snefe-Hottentots on the plain fur-
face 02‘;{*41 fomewhere in that country, though in as
an unc and artlefs a ftyle, as might naturally be ex-
pected from fo rude and unpolifhed a pcople.  Jacos Kok,
that great traveller and attentive obferver of nature, whom

U 2 I have
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1776. 1 have had occafion to mention béfore at page 351, Vol. I.
AT my only informer on this fubje¢t. The Snefe-Hotten-
tots told him, that by this fketch they meant to reprefent
an animal, which, in point of refemblance, came neareft
to the horfes on which he and his train rode, but which
at the fame time had a horn in its forehead. To this
they added, that thefe creatures were rare, extremely {wift
of foot, furious and dangerous; fo that, when they went
out after them they did not dare to attack them at clofe
quarters, nor appear before them on the open plains, but
were obliged to clamber up fome high clift or rock, and
there make a clattering noife; by which means they knew
that the beaft, being of a curious difpofition, would be en-
ticed towards the {pot, when they might, without danger,
deftroy it by means of their poifoned arrows. It fhould
feem, that a rude and barbarous people like the Chinefe-
Hottentots, could not eafily invent, and, by the mere force
of imagination, reprefent to themfelves {uch beings, and
at the fame time fo circumftantially relate the manner in
which they hunted them. - Still lefs credible is it, that thefe
favages {hould have been able to preferve any remembrance
of the records and traditions of- former times concerning
this animal. Neither is it any wonder, that a fketch of the
unicorn fhould be feen here only at one place. For, gene-
rally fpeaking, a man fees little or nothing in pafling
through this country, which is only refoﬁqd to for the
purpofe of hunting elephants. Now I have] n1ppened to
touch upon the fubje&t of the elephant, it is wortis while:
to remark, that even this, the largeft of all animals on the
face of the globe, which is fo common and fo much fought
after
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after in Africa, and fo frequently tamed, and at the fame
time {fo much ufed, and confequently fo well known in
Afia, has been hitherto, as it were, unknown, and the
{ubject of much difpute with refpeét to an effential point,
I mean the manner of its copulation, as I have related above
at page 326, Vol. I. It is therefore not fo much to be
wondered at, that we fhould know nothing of an animal
lefs in bulk, and much lefs common. And though I thould
object to the teftimony given me by my informer, as well
as to that of the Chinefe-Hottentots, in regard to thie uni-
corn, vet the exiftence of it thould not on that account be
looked upon as a fable, notwithftanding it is not known to
thefe more modern times.

It is but a few years fince the camelopardalis, the talleft of
all quadrupeds, when meafured at the fore part, has been
made freth mention of by naturalifts ; this too has been the
cafe with the gm#. A reprefentation of this remarkable ani-
mal, the camelopardalis, {feems likewife to have been given us
by the antients; but who, till thefe our times, ever confidered
it in any other light than that of a fiction, a monfter, or, at
leaft, a monftrous medley, exifting only in the imagination ?
When we confider, moreover, that the Aippopotarmus, which
in all probability is a larger animal, though fomewhat lower
than the elephant, has been hitherto very little known ; as
likewife that, till the prefent moment, we have been almoft
utter ftrangers g¥eén to the rhinoceros bicornis, may we not ex-
pect that thgré will be a time, when the unicorn and all other
beafts amiinfeéts, animated by the Creator of all things, but
unknown to us at prefent, will be brought out of their holes
and hiding-places into the light ? The following extract of
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a letter from M. PaLLAs, dated the 14th of December,

w~ 1778, which, on account of the good fenfe and inftruc-

tion with which it is replete, I fhall take the liberty of in-
ferting in this place, will ferve to confirm us in the idea,
that the unicorn is a real, and not an'imaginary animal.
¢ Quod monocerotem in interioribus Afticae partibus eti-
amnum latere fufpicionem moves, id quidem mihi haud in-
expeétatum ; - certoque jamdudum perfuafufus fum, non
ex nihilo apud veteres illam fuiffe famam; fed vel cafu
unicornes antilopas, de quibus in XII. Fafciculo Spicilegi-
orum dixi, anfam dediffe, vel peculiarem forté fpeciem
unicornem, nobis hucufque ignotam, antiquitus innotuiffe,
quando interiora Africe itineratoribus Europeis erant fre-
quentiora. Si non incidifti forfan in locum relationis Lu-
dovici Barthema, ubi Monocerotes duos Mecce ad templum,
in theriotrophzo vifos; defcribit; vide illam, quefo, in
Vol. 1. colleétion. Ramufii, p. 151. Neicio quid hominem
excitare potuiffet ad fingenda; quz ibi retulit, quaque non
ita malé cohzrent.
I have not as yet been able to procure a fight of the
Collettiones Ramufii referred to by ‘M. PaLLAs #—With re-
fpe&t

#® The pallage in VARTHEMA here referred to is'as follows :

“ Da unaltra banda del di&o tempio ¢ una murata, nellaquale fta dentro dui unicorni
vivi& li fe monftrano per cofa grandiflima come ¢ certo.  Li quali diro come fono fadi,
Ef maggior fadto como un p o di trenta mefi & ha uno corno nella fronte, el quale
corno fie circa tre braccia di longheza. L’altro unicorno fie comésferio un polledro de uno
afino, & ha un corno longo circa quatro palmi. El colore del dikdwnimale fic come un
cavallo faginato fcuro: & ha la tefta come un cervo & ha ¢l collo noﬂqpolm longo con
elfchuna crina rara & curta che pendeno ad una banda: & ha la gambaVogjle & afciuta
came un capriolo: el pedefao2 umpoco feffo davanti & longia & caprina: & ha certi peil
dalla banda di dietro veramenti quefta moftra de eflere un ferociffima & deferto animale.
Et quefti dui animali furono prefentati 2llo Soldano della Mecha, per la pui bella cofa

<h’ hoggi fe trovi al modi & per piu ricco theforo liquali furono mandati da uno Re de
Lthiopia:
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{pect to other particulars, I have been’informed by the co-
lonifts at Agter Bruntjes Hoogte, that the tract of country
lying between them and Zomo, or the Tambukis, confifted
in a great meafure of very extenfive and barren plains;
that the farther they went to the north, the lefs they knew
of the vegetables produced by it; that there grew in thefe
parts a kind of blood-tree, 8c. that if one travelled from
the upper part of ¥Vi/ch-rivier more to the fouth-eaft, or the
Cagfire fide of the country, one would come to a river called
Konap, which was fuppofed to run into Vifch-rivier; but two
days journey farther on, going from Konap-river towards
the north-eaft, there was a river, called Kajfi-kamma,
which derived its fource from a mountain known to the

Ethiopia: zoe da un Re Moro, el quale li fece quefto prefente per fare parentato con el
dito Soldano de la Mecha.”

“ On the other fide of the temple there is a court-yard encompaffed with high
walls, where we faw two unicorns, which were thewn as great rarities, and indeed are
fit {ubjeéts for admiration. The form of them is as follows. The larger one refem-
bles a foal of two years and a balf old, and has a horn in its forchead about three cubits
in length, The other unicorn was lefs, being nearly as big as a foal of a year old,
and had a horn about four palms long. The colour of this animal is that of a dark
dun horfe ; its head is like that of a ftag, its neck of a moderate length, furnifthed with
fome thinly fcattered fhort hairs that hang down on one fide : its legs are long and flen-
der like thofe of a roe; the feet are fomewhat cloven in the fore part, and the hoofs are
like tholt of a goat. It has on the back part of its legs a great quantity of hair, a cir-
cumftance which gives this animal a fierce appearance; though, in fa@, the beait is
tame and gentle in Its nature, Both the animals were prefenred to the Sultan of Mec-
ca as very great rarities, and which are to be found in very few parts of the globe, by
an Ethiopian King, who fought for the Sultan’s friendthip.

T'he preceding paflage is extralted from the original, in the library of the Prefident
of the Igoyal Society, The book itfelf, the title of which is as follows, Jtinerario de
Ludovice de Varthema, Bolognefe, ne lo Egyptoy ne lo Suria, ne la Arabia, &c. (Venezia,
1517, 8vo.) is extpefnely fcarce, and does not appear to have been.feen either by
Ni. PaLvras, PI’} SPARRMAN, or his German commentator Mr. ForsTer.
The tranflatig: of this paflage is made from Ramusio, who has modernized this au-
thor, or Mther re-tranflated him from a Latin verfion, which is itfelf a tranflation only
from’ the Spanifh ; fo that the Italian origival muft have been loft for fome time.
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colonifts by the nate of the Bambus-berg, or Bamboo-
mountain, from the circumitance of a fort of reeds or bam-~
boos growing aupon it, which were very much prized by
them for the purpofe of making handles for their long
whips.

Groote-riviery, or Great river, is {aid to he the largeit ri-
ver in Africa, and to be no otherwile known than fré¢m
the accounts of the Hottentots. It is reported to contniﬁ a
great number of fea-cows or river-horfes, which were very
bold and daring ; fo that it cannot, without danger, be na-
vigated for the purpofe of farther exploring the country.
It is fuppofed to lie direily to the northward, at the dif-
tance of eight or ten days journey from the Sneeuw-bergen.
It was faid to rife in the eaft, and run ftrait on towards the
north. It is probable that this river foon after turns off to
the weft and the fouth, and is the fame Grooze-rivier which
I have inferted in my map, on the authority of M. HENRY
Hor’s Journal of an Expedition made to the Difiric? of Ana-
maquas, publifhed.in a compilation called Nowvelle Defcrip-
tion du Cap de bonne Efperances which I quoted above. This
river, however, muft not be confounded with another of
the {ame name, which empties itfelf at the eaftern fhore
of Africa and the Caffre coaft,

The country of the Caffres lies to the eaft of Great
¥ifeh-rivier, next the coaft. Its inhabitants, the Caffres,
have no notion of the breeding of theep, bmploying them-
felves only in rearing horned cattle, and, lik he Gonaquas
Hottentots, wearing cow-hides, which are well rsbbed gnd
drefled with greafe, till they become foft and pliable. Their
houfes, or huts, are faid to be {mall and fquare, compofed
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of rods, and covered with clay and cow-dung, which gives
them the appearance of fmall ftone houfes.

The weapons of- the Caffres are merely fhields made of
fole-leather, and haffagais, or that kind of javelin confift-
ing of a flender and light wooden fhaft, headed with a
broad and rather heéavy iron plate, which I have delineated
in Plate II. Vol. L. fig. 1 and 2, and have mentioned at
page 9 of this volume, as being made ufe of by the Gona-
quas Hottentots. =

The nation is governed by many different chiefs, who
probably have all‘the property of their fubjeéts vefted in
themfelves, and at*the fame time have an abfolute unlimit-
ed authority over them. As far as I could underftand,
their ftate and power are hereditary. It is faid that they
are frequently at war with each other, and that they al-
ways kill the prifoners théy have taken. But if a chief
fhould chance to fall into the ememy’s hands, he is not put
to death, but is fent back ‘again with admonitions to be-
have himfelf more peaceably for the future. The occa-
fion of their wars is‘generally the fame as in other parts of
the globe, viz. cither a'want of the common fentiments
of humanity in one of the contending powers, or their ar-
rogant and rapacious difpofition, or elfe fome bone of con-
tention which they cannot on either fide perfuade them-
fclves to give up, without fhedding their own blood and
that of their fellow-creatures. It is ¢ven faid, that a ftolen
or firay calf; or one grazing upon territories of a neigh-
bouring” ountry, and other matters equally trifling, will
fometimes be fufficient to fet two or more nations together
by the ears. Neither of the parties, however, carries their
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revenge fo far as to extirpate the other, but is fatisfied- when
the adverfary yields the day and fues for peace.

The Dutch colonifts have, by means. of the following
incident, of which I do not remember exactly the year,
infpired the Caffre nation with no fmall degree of terror.
A man of the name of HEUPPENAER, made an expedition,
at the head of a fmall party of farmers, into the Caffre
country, in order to thoot elephants. The Caffres, who
took a fancy to the iron-work of their waggons, and fome
other articles they had with them, camg in a body,.confift-
ing of feveral hundred men, and threw on a fudden {uch
a number of darts among the colonifts, that the major part
of them were killed; a dart likewife pierced through the
tilt of a waggon and killed HEtPPENAER, Who was fitting
in it. The blame of this 'was in & great meafure thrown
upon HEUPPENAER, Who was too high-fpirited to thew any
fear, and, agreeably to the advice of his companions, takc
to his weapons in time. . Oneof them, who was faid ftill
to be living in the colony, had efeaped, though half drown-
ed, by hiding himfelf for the fpace of twenty-four hours
under a large water-fall. Two others found an opportu-
nity of riding away, and afterwards harraffing the Caffres a
long time on the plain, by jumping, whenever they came
near a party of thefe {avages, off their horfes at intervals,
in order to take a better aim, by which means they killed
feveral at one fhot. This fracas, and the manner in which
it was revenged, have taught the Caffres ever fince, to lay a
greater reftraint on their defires for the iron-work. of the
colonifts waggons.

In



CAPE oF GOOD HOPE. 155

. In Lange-kloof 1 met with a farmer who was juft come htn-;u?ﬁ; .
back alone from this country, and had brought with him \~~y
feveral elephants teeth. In return for fome tobacco with
which he had prefented a Caffre prince, this latter had or-
«dered his fubjects to fhew him the places where the ele-
phants were to be found.

In my map I have called a trat of country fituated to-
wards the mouth of Groote Vifch-rivier, by the name of
King Ruyter’s Craaly in commemoration of a Hottentot
king, or, as he was ftyled by the colonifts, a Hottentot cap-
tain, called RuyTER. I have met with feveral Chriftians
who had paid a vifit to this remarkable man, and related
to me his life and adventures, which in brief are as fol-
lows. While he was in fervice at a farmer’s at Rogge-veld,
he happened to have a quarrel with another Hottentot his
companion, and murdered hirn; and as he was apprehen-
five of being, agreeably to the laws of the colony, hanged
for this ation, he ran away. After a variety of adven-
tures, he arrived at length in that part of the country which
lies near Bo/bies-man’s-riviers where by his intrepidity, he
raifed himfelf to be the chief of a party of Bofhies-men,
or Hottentot rangers. At the head of thefe he fubdued
{everal other tribes, and afterwards had the art to make
them take arms againft the Caffres, by exciting in them a
miftruft of each other; and at the fame time infpiring
them with a high opinion of himfelf, as being of fo great
importance- to them in the capacity of their chief or leader,
that they could not poffibly do without him; efpecially as
he fupplied them with plunder, and taught them a method
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of rearing their cattle, better in both cafes than ever they
had been accuftomed to.

While by fuch conduct he rendered himfelf highly
formidable to the Caffres, he took care, by infliting the
punithment of death on his fubjects for the leaft fault, or
even on the leaft fufpicion of a fault, to exaé (and for a
long time to enjoy) the moft fervile fubmiffion and implicit
obedience from the fimple uncultivated mortals he had col-
lected together in order to tyrannize over. He ufed fre-
quently with his own hand to put to death one or more of
thefe flavifh vaffals, and would immediately throw his jave-
lin through the body of auy of his attendants, that hefi-
tated at his nod to difpatch the man whom he had marked
out as the vi¢tim of his revengeful and cruel difpofition.

Exclufively of the didtates of .a falfeand ill-judged po-
licy, perhaps the natural turn of the tyrant’s mind induced
him to be guilty of thefe cruelties ; but when the Chriftians
reproached him with the barbarity and blood-thirftinefs of
his difpofition, he replied, It was in a lucky hour that
I conveyed myfelf out of the reach of your authority. You
would have hanged me for having killed my antagonift as
if I had committed a crime, when at the fame time, to kiil
an enemy is reckoned a laudable and manly a&tion.” To
the colonifts he always behaved as a true and faithful ally;
and in return for the tobacco and other articles they pre-
fented him with, ufed to help them to make flaves of fuch
ftraggling Bofhies-men as did not live under his jurifdic~
tion. By keeping the Caffres at a proper diftance, he not
only ferved his own turn, but was likewife extremely “ufe-

ful
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ful to the colonifts. But however cautious he was to main-
tain peace with his more powerful neighbours the Chrif-
tians, yet it is faid,that when he was in the meridian of
life, and at the zenith of his power, hdlkeceived them with
an uncommon degree of pride and arrogance; which, as
my informer exprefled himfelf, they could not eafily digeft
from a vagabond fbeep~fkin prince. He fucceeded, how-
ever, in keeping up his importance with them as well as
with his own people. At prefent, old and infirm, and
barely direCtor of a more inconfiderable and freer fociety,
confifting of about two hundred people, he is wont to re-
ceive his old Chriftian acquaintance in the moft friendly
manner, and, with tears in his eyes, to afk for tobacco,
no longer by way of tribute, but as a prefent, which he
is willing to receive from their bounty.

The defpotic and tyrannical conduét by which this chief
made himf{elf {o famous, and for fome time fo powerful
and fo much feared, is probably the occafion of his being
reduced to the low ftate in which he is at prefent; and it is
imagined, will bring him to a fill more abjeét and lower
condition. This great man may, perhaps, at laft come to
the miferable fituation of the lion in the fable. Another
caufe of his prefent degradation is as follows. His {ub-
jects, weary of the ambition and fevere difcipline of their
chief, took the opportunity of deferting him, at the time
when he was gallantly marching at the head of them againft
the Gaffres. - Being no longer fo {wift of foot as he was in
his youth, he was not able to make his efcape, and was
confequently taken prifoner; but being recognized as a
chief, his life, according to the cuftom .I have before men-
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tioned, as being eftablifhed among the Caffres, was {pared,
and he was fent back to his people; yet not without me-
naces of having his eyes put out, if ever he fhould rife
againft them in arfls in future. This misfortune, and the
falutary leffon given him by his enemies, were not efficacious,
however, as foon as he had again collected together a num-
ber of his people, to divert his hoftile intentions againft the
Caffres. It was faid, that he had lately endeavoured to
{pirit up another petty Bofhies-man chief againft them, and
had received from him promifes of affiftance, as foon as he
could get iron to head his arrows with, and make the other
neceflary preparations. ‘They were apprehenfive, and not
without reafon, that the old tyrant in this intended expe-
dition of his would meet with that death, which, tired of
himfelf and his adverfe fortune, he feemed to be in fearch
of. He had, according to a cuftom prevalent among the
Hottentots, appointed the youngeft of his three fons to be
heir to his poflfeflions and throne. Neither of the three,
however, was fuppofed to inherit the father’s talents and
abilities in a fufficient degree, to be able to eftablith himfelf
on the throne.

The refpective methods of fighting of the Caffres and
Hottentots are very different. The Caffres, as we have
mentioned above, make ufe of darts, which they cannot
employ with any effe&t at a greater diftance than twenty
or thirty paces. Of thefe darts they do not carry with
them into the field more than three or four; {o that.they
are foon difarmed, in cafe their antagonifts are beld and
nimble enough to pick up thefe weapons as foon as the
Caffres have thrown them out of their hands. The Caffres,

IMOTEOVET,
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moreover, ufe a fhield made of thoe-fole leather, and large
¢nough to cover the whole of their bodies completely, on
their thrinking themfelves up into-a rather fmaller compafs.
1 have feen a baftard Caffre go through his exercife with thefe
weapons ; from whence I conclude, that when they are in
actual engagement, they fhift their bodies continually from
one fide to the other, fo that they cannot eafily be hit,
taking care all this time to keep their bgfagass or darts in
rcadinefs, to throw at the unguarded part of their antago-
nifts. The Bofhies-men, on the other hand, who are with-
out any fthields, are more than a match for the Caffres, as
long as they can keep them at a good diftance from them
by means of their bows and poifoned arrows, which, though
they do not immediately make fo painful a wound, as the
haffagais of the Caffres, are yet more dangerous in the
end.

It was in confequence of this circumftance, that Ruy-
TER’s Bothies-men beat the Caffres for fo long a time. It
has therefore been a matter of wonder, that the Caffres have
not learned the ufe of the bow and arrow, in like manner as
their encmics the Bofhies-men. This manner of fighting
does not feem to require great courage, nor indeed does it
appear calculated to give either nation a difpofition to it.

If I may be allowed to judge from two inftances,. the
flaves of the Chriftians are of a much more warlike turn.
Thefe, confequently, when they elope from their mafters’
fervice, are fure to be well received and protefted by the
Caffres. At leaft, a Caffre prince, notwithftanding that he
had a handfome confideration offered him, had juft before
our arrival in thefe parts, refufed to deliver up two flaves
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1776 "belonging to the Chriftians ; alledging, by way of giving a

3::2’.) reafon for his refufal, that they were his beft warriors.

Before I proceed, agreeably to the order of my journal, to
{peak of Apter Bruntjes-boogte, where Ilived for fome time,
I muft juit mention the following particulars relative to a
province immediately bordering upon it.

Camdebo is an arid, flat, Carrow-/ike tract of country, in-
habited by Chriftians, who are chiefly employed in rearing
cattle. ‘This diftrict is faid to extend as far as the fouth
fide of the Sneeuww mountains. From the information and
accounts that were given me, I have laid down in my map
two differcnt roads, by which people may go to the Cape
through Camdebo, both from Agter Bruntjes-boogte and from
the Sneeuwsergen. The north road is faid to go to An-
thon veld, Kau-veldy, and Bokke-veld. - The fouthern way
goes downwards to Olipbant’s-rivier, and {o along that to
the high road, by which I went myfelf, and which I'have
laid down in my map. You may likewife turn out of this
fouthern road before, and go by Platte-kloof, Hex-rivier,
and {o on to the Cape. = The inhabitants of Camdebo and
Sneeuwberg have likewife, it is {aid, found out a by-road,
though rough and intricate, down by the fide of Zondaos-
rivier to Zwartkops-riviery in order to provide themielves
with falt at the falt-pits defcribed above.

Thefe two roads through Camdebo, &c. are, it is true,
the neareft from Bruntjes-boogte to the Cape; and in fa&,
the only road that people take. But the trats of country
through which they are carried, are faid to be but little in-
habited, very arid, and deficient in refpect to pafturage,
and ftill more fo in the article of water; particularly that

year,
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year; which was fuppofedto be thie drieft in the memory of ;gjﬁ; _
man, fo that fome particular watering-places were entire- ‘v
ly dried up. 1 was told of a traveller, the greater part of
whofe oxen had, on occafion of this circumftance, fainted
and died upon,the road. Confequently, our beafts, which
were top” few in pumaber to be able to relieve . each other
much, iwy-this time wearied out, -and not ufed to put up
with the';#ry bufhes of the Carrow country, were
the more hllua}lyr to perith, had we not, on the fcore of
thefe confiderations, fuffered ourfelves to be entirély dif-
fuaded from travelling by thefe roads. 1 was likewife
obliged to give up all thoughts of vifiting Sneewwderg and
Camdebos on..account of the diforder among the horfes,
which was {aid at'this time to be very rife, and had already
reached almoft: as fav.as to grer Bruntjes-boogte. In this
place, moreover,  there were. pany birds, infeéts, and ani-
mals which I had not feenin other parts, and which gave
me fufficient employment... Befides, my prefent hoft, who
wifhed to keep me with' him for the.fake of two people
who were fick: in his houfe, was extremely ¢ivil to me, and
affifted me greatly in my refearches; and, together with one
of his {fons-and his fon-in-law, accompanied me afterwards
on a.-hunting-party dowir 7% _[cﬁ-wwer, which lafted for a
fortnight, and of .which T {hall give an account hereafter
Having fo many fubjects to employ myfelf upon, I was
almoft tempted to remain here during the. winger,. in order
to makea trip. the. following fpring to the Tamobwuki mines,
and at the fame to go. in queft.of the unicorn, . In fa,
both Mr. IMMELMAN and.myfelf endeavoured to perfuade
Vor. Ilv ¥ feveral
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feveral farmers to equip themfelves for this undertaking.

\~~~ This fcheme they had no great obje&ion to, but could not

give me a pofitive anfwer on the fubjet; and indeed, af-
ter a more mature confideration of the matter I found, that
1 had neither money nor gunpowder fufficient for the pur-
pofe, not to mention many other good reafons which pre-
yented mie from putting it into-exetution. 1 was therefore
obliged, though fore againft my will, to give up all thoughts
of this excurfion; though afterwards 1 was not very forry
at havmg met with the difappointment, being pretty well
convinced, that another year’s fatigue would not have con-
tributed much more to my fature happinefs.

-In the mean while, after an abfence of five years fpent
in travels and voyages to various parts of the globe, I ima-
gine it will {carcely be neceflary to make any excufe for
turning my thoughts likewife towards home. Happy if
my humble endeavours fhould excite other naturalifts to
purfue the fame path with greater fuiccefs, and make us ac-
quainted with the remaining curious and remarkable ob-
jects, which are doubtlefs ftill to be found in the fouthern
parts of Africa.

Confequently, Agter Brunijes-boogte is the northernmoft
part that I vifited of the whole colony; and, in my opinion,
it ‘is likewife the moft pleafint. Theére was ftill remain-
ing on the ground, a more meadow-like verdure than is
ufually feen in this country; a verdure:that owed its exift-
ence to the fhelter that was afforded to the foil by the thorny
branches of the mima/a nilotica, and was ftill further en-
livened by the numerous yellow bloffoms of that plant,
The great quantity of beautiful vernal lilies, together with a

peculiar
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peculiar parajitic plant of a blood-red huey (defcribed by 1'775
me in the Swedifh Tranfact. for 1776, page 307) which LA~
were now {pringing out of their beds covered with a more
verdant and luxuriant herbage than the other parts of this
country, muft doubtlefs in the feafon for their bloom-
ing, add ftill more to the {plendour of this delightful feene.
This, however, was not a liftle augmented by a purling
ftream, viz. Little Vifch-rivier, which winds through this
fpot in {portive .meanders. On its banks, befides corn-
fields, were feen {cattered up and down orchards and kit-
chen-gardens recently laid out, and fome of them cut
through with drains. Plantations, which though as yet
inconfiderable, feemed, however, to promife every thing
to time and induftry. ‘The houfes, far from intimidating
the traveller by their {plendid appearance, with the con-
ftrained pomp . of antichambers and drawing-rooms, were
rather in the ftyle of plain and fimple cottages; but, on
the other hand, were environed with the animated embel-
lithments of fheep and cattle, and inhabited by people in
ealy circumftances; who, not with interefted views, but with
open arms received me and my companion, juft arrived
from the dreary and inhofpitable defert, and charmed us
with their kind and friendly behaviour.

‘The fuperior degree of fertility, and the more delight-
ful verdure which 1 found here, ought, perhaps, to be af~
cribed to a ridge of mountains on the eaft fide of Little
Vifch-rivier, which was interfected by beautiful green vales
inter{perfed with woeds. Thefe mountains, by collefting the
clouds together, caufedthem to fall in refrefhing fhowers of
2ain on the banks of the river that ran at their feet: aatl
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‘the fuperior degree of fertility occafioned by, thefe circum-
ftances, invited not.only the antilopes and other animals of -
the chafe to this fide of the country, but likewife induced
various kinds of beautiful birds to refort to it, and build their
nefts in the trees that grew on the banks of the river.
What contributes not a little to this fertility is, that the
land is frefh, that is to fay, not yet. worn out by being too
frequently and too clofely grazed off by:the numerous
flocks and herds of the Chriftians, vide Vol. p. 251, 252.
All the colonifts who follow the grazing-bufinefs, and
particularly thofe at 4gzer Bruntjes-hoogte, lead an eafy and
pleafant life. One of thefe boors ufually puts to his plough
eight or ten of his fat, or rather pampered oxen; and it is
hardly to be conceived, with what little trouble he gets into
order a field of a moderate fize; and in confequence of
his feeding fo great a number of cattle, how eafily he can
render it in the higheft degree fertile.  So that, always {ure
of a rich harveft from a {oil not yet worn out, and ever
grateful to the culture beftowed upon it, he may be almoft
faid merely to amufe himfelf with the cultivation of it, for
the bread he wants for himfelf and his family; while many
other hufbandmen muft {weat and toil themfelves almoft
;--‘ death, both for what they ufe themfelves, and for that

“WMiich is confumed by others, who frequently live in eafe

‘and indolence. By his extenfive paftures, and by throwing
a fufficient quantity of land into tillage, he rears.a confider-
able number of horfes, which frequently are ufed only a few
days in a year, for the purpofe of treading out and threfh-
ing his corn. With pleafuire, but without the leaft trouble
to himfelf, he fees the herds and flocks, which conftitute his
riches,
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riches, daily and confiderably increafing. Thefe are driven  1776.
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to pafture and home again by a few Hottentots or flaves, s/
who likewife make the butter; fo-that it is almoft only
with the milking, that the farmer, togcther with his wife
and childrep, concern themfelves at all: To do this buflnefs,
however, . he has no occafion to rife before feven ot eight
o'clock in the morning ; and notwithftanding his having
enjoyed his bed fo long in the morning, he can afford,
without negleting any thing of confequence, to allow him-
felf an afternoon’s nap, which the heat of the climate ren-
ders more agreeable than it is in our northern regions:

That they might not put their arms and bodies out of
the cafy and commodious pofture in which they had laid
them on the couch, they have been.known to receive tra~
vellers lying quite ftill and motionlefs, excepting that they
have very civilly pointed out the road, by moving their foot
to the right or left. Profeffor THUNBERG, who has Had
greater opportunities than I had of exploring the ajarmer
Carrow diftriéts, (vide Vol. I. page 246) where the inhabi-
tants were ftill .more indolent,. has given me an account
much to the fame purpofe.

The leaning of ghe;g apms on the table at meal times, is
a cuftom very common with the colonifts, and confidered
by them as a very laudable one, and in this particularly I
followed my hoft’s example ; but I. could not fufficiently
admire the inventive fpirit of idlenefs, exhibited in the vo-
luptuous pofture in which they univerfally indulge them-
felves when they {moke their pipes. Sitting on 2 bench
or a chair without elbows, with their backs moderately
bent, they lay their left leg over their right knee, and upon

the
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the left knee again thus raifed, they reft their left elbow,

w~ae while with 'the hand on the fame fide they fupport their

chin, or one of the1r cheeks, at the fame time holding
their pipes in their months. Their right hand is then at
diberty to grafp the fmall of their left leg with, or elfe to
convey now and then to their mouth a cooling draught of
tea. Let the reader reprefent to himfelf feveral people fit-
ting together in this pofture, and he will readily conccive
what an elegant ﬁgure they would make in a group. 1
never faw any of the fair fex, howeyer, .in a pofture of
this kind. Among a fet_of beings fo entirely devoted to
their eafe, one might naturally expect. to meet with a va-
riety of the moft commodious eafy chairs and fofas; but
the truth is, that they find it much more commodious to
avoid the trouble of inventing and making them.

I remarked as a very fingular circumftance, that a wealthy
farmer at Agter Brunijes-boogte, who had plenty of tim-
ber to fell, had neverthelefs only a ricketty elbow-chair in
his houfe, and a few {canty ftools of the moft fimple con-
ftruction, made of a. ﬁugle board," with four rough-hewn
ill-thapen legs. _What, however, was ﬁﬂl more fingular
was, that notwuthﬁan(hng that one of the{c fools had loft a
leg, yet it was frequently m&dc ufe cxf to the endangering of
the perfon’s limbs who fat wpon it, without either the
maih;er of the houfe or, any of his thrae fons, who~were

otherwife all alert enough at the chafe, having ever once
thought of mendmg it.. Nor did ﬂge

ighabitants of this
place exhibit much Jefs Iunphmy m moderation, or to
fpedk more prope{;ly, - s.atd penury in their drefs

4han in their furmture, ammﬁ&' wlnc.h, therefore, were

in
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in any wife correfpondent to the large flocks and herds
poficffed by thefe graziers, and the plentiful tables they
could afford to keep in- confequence of thefe poffeflions.
The diftance at which they are from the Cape, may, in-
deed, be fome excufe for their having no other earthen-
ware or china in their houfes, but what was cracked or

broken; but this, methinks, thould not prevent them from.

being in poffeffion of more than one or two old pewter pots,
and fome few plates of the fame metal; {o that two people
are frequently obliged to eat out of one difh, ufing it befides

for every different article of food that comes upon table.
Fach gueft. muft bring his. knife with him, and they
frequently make ufe of their fingers inftead of forks. The
moft wealthy farmer here is corifidered as being well dreffed
in a jacket of home-made’cloth, or fomething of the kind
made of any other coarfe cloth, breeches of undreffed lea-
ther, woollen ftockings, a ftriped waiftcoat, a cotton hand-
kerchief about his neck, a coarfe callico fhirt, Hottentot
field-fhoes, or elfe leathern thoes, with brafs buckles, and
a coarfe hat. Indeed it is not in drefs, but in the number
and thriving condition of their cattle, and chiefly in the
floutnefs of their draught-oxen, that thefe peafants vie
with each other, = It is likewife by altivity and maunly ac-
tions, and by other qualities, -that render a man fit for the
married ftate, and the rearing of a family, that the youth
chiefly obtain the efteem of the fair fex; none of whom
likewife were ever known, for the fake of vying with each
other in point of drefs, to have endangered either their huf-
band’s property or their own virtue. . A plain clofe cap, anda
coarfe cotton gown, virtue and good houfewifery, are look-
4 ed
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ed upon by the fair fex as fufficient ornaments for their

perfons; a flirting difpofition, coquetry and pzint, -would
have very little effe& in making conquefts of young men,

brought up-in fo hardy a manner, and"who ‘have had fo
homely and artlefs an education, as the youth in this place.

In fhort, one may here, if any where in the world, lead
an innocent, virtuous, and happy: life.
When in company with thefe plain artlefs hufbandmen,
I ufed frequently to ftart fuch queftions and fubjects of
converfation, as tended to give them a proper {enfe of the
happinefs of their fituation, and make them fet a higher
walue upon it, than they ‘pethafe had done before. In-
deed, I thought I could not more properly or more agrea-
bly employ the little Dutch I had learned, than in per-
fuading  the good people among whom I {ojourned, to be
content with their lot, and confequently to be happy. One
day, when I was urging this point, I received the follow-
ing pertinent, ‘but kind reply, from a difcreet fenfible wo-
man, who was daughter to an inferior magiftrate at Zzwe/-
lendam, and wasm arried to a yeoman in this place.
¢ My gool friend, faid-the, you talk like a prudent fen-
fible man; 1 am quiteof your opinion, and wifh you every
happinefs that can atténd you : “why need-you wander any
longer up and down the ‘world in queft of happinefs ? You
find it here, and are welcome to enjoy it among us. You
have already a waggon, oxen, and faddle horfes; thefe
are the chief things requifite in order-to fet up a farmer;
there are yet uncultivated places’enough in this neighbour-
hood, proper cither for pafturage “or -tillage, fo that you
may choofe out of an extenfive tract of land the fpot that
pleafes
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pleafes you beft. . Here are people enough, who will fend
you-that part of their-eattle to keep which they cannot
conveniently look after themfelves, on conditions that you
fhall: have. the -young-ones produced by them for your
trouble. Inthis way,smmany young beginners have acquired
a competency in;a few: years. With your knowledge of
diforders -and. plants, you miay render yourfelf ferviceable
to your neighiours, and now and. then get a heifer or a
calf. In fhorty I will wenture to prophefy, that you will
foon have cows and fheep in abundance. Yet there is ftill
fomewhat wanting, which is moft effential to your hap-
pinefs; this is, a prudent and difcreet wifc: take my ad-
vice and look .about you, and I will take upon me to
affurc you, that you will not long be without one in this
country.”

This advice, fo confonant to the voice of nature, and
coming with fuch kind intention from the fair fex, could
not but.greatly affeét me : it is remarkable, however, that
the poor woman who gave it me, had herfelf a bad hui-
band.

As a farther proof, that it is not {o much to the diffe-
rent degrees in which nature has fhed her bounty over the
place a man lives in, as to:himfelf and his fellow-creatures,
that he ought to impute his felicity, I had the chagrin to
fee the peace of this happy fpot interrupted by the jarring
of two neighbours., _

Haying now, fer fome time departed in my narration from
the order of my journal, I will here refume it.—1I ftaid at
Agter Bruntjes-boogte till the 214t day of January. During
this time my oxen, which before were very lean, had got
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];n?uya% into good condition ; and.we ourfelves took care, by drink-.

s~ ing plentifully of butter-milk, and: by deing honour to the
good fare fet before uws. in great abundance by thefe worthy
ruftics, to .malke ounielves amends fopithe huanger, thirft,
and other hardfhips we. had: fuffered: for-a whele month in
the defert.. Among other delicaciesy we were entertained
on the. 3d of January with.a difh;ds deligious.as.it was fin-
gular, taken from a. coupls of fcore.of calves: which, had
been caftrated that day. The women’tooate-af this dith
witheut blufhing. 1 have already mentionedy that I had
had on. my way hither fome lttle tendency to. the gout;
and at this place it increafed fo much, that on the 8th and
gth of this mounth I could fearcely ftand on.either foot. A
ftiffnefs with which the finews and articulations of my. feet
were affeted, and which was attended with an acute pain
and dry: heat diffufed over the fkin itfelf; ‘occafioned-me to
think of the vapour bath, as being a powerfully emollient
remedy. The quick relief I had: feen. afforded by artificial
warm baths to two gouty. patients in Africa, as well asthe
benefits arifing in fimilar diforders from the ufe of natural
warm baths in.this.country, addedito my not;being able to
bear either the pain oz lefs-of time: occafoned:by this dif-
aeder, induced me likewife. foon' o mmake:the experiment
on. myfelfy. and thereby eatirely overcome both the com-
Plaint. in: my. foot, andithe common prejudice, that the gout
will not bear water.:

The apparatus: wag. 0 thh--flll_li:;a.a&_i, waple.and; egfy as.the
gemedy. My foet-wereplacedit wiggia day for thuee or four
hours at a mmw*mm] ick. Maem&axub of warm-.watar,

in: which the fteam: amkl:heat-were.confined hy. means: of

cloths,
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cloths, and kept up by the addition of heated ftoncs. At 775

intervals I likewife put my foot down into the water, but m
this did not feem to produce fuch {peedy and evident re-
lief as the vapour did, but rather produced a {welling in
the feet, with fome degree of {pafm. Within a few days
1 was emtitely recoveredy  and about the fame time had the
pleafure of reftoring, by means of this bath, a farmer’s
wife, who had befides a bad habit of body; in fome de-
gree to the ufe of her feet; though for feveral weeks before,
by reafon of the pain and {welling in them, fhe had not
been able to fet them on the ground.

Since my return to my native country, I have not been
able to perfuade any gouty perfon in fimilar circumitances
to make ufe of this remedy; though I can now likewife
appeal to the univerfally as well as juftly celebrated Dr.
Tissot; who, in a cafe he has given to the public, en-
deavours to oppofe the prejudices entertained againft luke-
warm pediluviums in the gout. (Vid. Efas fur les Ma-
ladies des Gens du monde, p. 142. Laufanne, 1772.)

The farmer’s wife above-mentioned; was one of the two
patients on whofe account I was obliged to.make a longer
ftay in this place, as I'have already intimated. The other
was a boy of ten years of agey who kept his bed upwards
of fix months with a fiftulous ulcer in the thigh,. accom-
panied with a hectic fever and great painy all which were
{uppofed to have proceeded merely from his having jump-
ed from off a waggen three feet high. The part affticted
with painy which afterwards began to ulcerate, had been
drefled ever fince, purfuant to'a method:as commonly prac-
tifed in this country as it is prejudicial, with hot and irritat-

Z 2 ing
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ing cataplafms made of aromatic herbs.  But after I had

\~ enlarged the wound, and had drefled it for a confiderable

time with a falve compofed of honey mixed with a little
oil and melted wax, the patient’s diet all the while confift-
ing only of wort, milk, and greens, with now-and then a
little bread, .1 was able to extract a {plinter of a bone threc
inches long, and three fingers. broady after which the wholc
feemed difpofed to heal very faft.

Notwithftanding that by. fimple and wvery eafy reme-
dies of this kind, the lives of the African ruftics might
be for the moft part faved, and the calamities attendant
on lifc Le mitigated; yet in this fimple and truly paf-
toral way of life, fo univerfally celebrated for its felicity,
and in the midft of their delightful parks and meadows,
ftill they are fo far unfortunate, that, when they are at-
tacked by any diforder, they are either entirely ignorant
of the remedies beft adapted to the cure of it, or for the
moft part apply them very improperly; and at the .{fame
time are at the diftance of many hundred, and, indeed,
one may fay, fome thoufands of miles from thofe, from
whofe advice alone and affiftance they have reafon to ex-
pect relief: and in fo far at Jeaft is this much-vaunted
paftoral way of life,, with «all -its.fimplicity and concomi-
tant ignorance, lefs to be prized than our more populous
and. better regulated  focieties in tewns and cities, where,
befides the advantages redounding to mankind from all the
other fciences, that of medicine in.particular remarkably
contributes to the happinefs gnjoged by mortals in this life.

..t appeared to me very. fingulary that. the colonifts had
very little, and, indeed; ¥ may fay, no knowledge atall 'of

one
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one of the commoneft and moft troublefome difordérs of
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any they were fubject to, which was worms.  Adults, and A nu

even elderly perfons, feemed to be more univerfally trou-
bled with this complaint than children; particularly with
the tape worm, the fymptoms of which were likewife often
plainly to'be difcovered in-men of the healthieft appearance.
Befides a great' number of the more ufual fymptoms, which
afcertain the prefence of thefe animals, moft of the patients
complained of an oppreffion at the breaft, and an anxiety
about the heart (bor# quaal en benaauwde borfl,) for which
reafon the greater part cf them, fome of their own heads,
and others in purfuance of the advice of quacks at the
Cape, kept themfelves weak and low by a {pare diet and
remedies againft the confumption of the lungs, and often
kept on pertinacioufly in this treatment of themfelves;
though the longer they continued it, the worfe they grew.
Nay, under an apprehenfion of their lungs being difcafed,
they had even given up their beloved brandy; though at
the fame time they owned they never had obferved that it
was in any ways prejudicial to them, in refpect to the
principal complaint. Having, therefore, during the op-
preflion on the cheft, the fwoonings, or the difficulty of
refpiration with which they were feized, been perfuaded
by me to take a {up or two of i, efpecially when the vir-
tues of it were heightened by wi/de alfies (a kind of worm-
wood) being infufed in it, and they having always found
inftant relief for the time, their joy can hardly be con-
ceived, which was not lefs .(as -they fometimes jocofely
confefled) on account oftheir being able to enjoy the
{fweets of this delicious remedy, than of the effect it had

in
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r;n?u?aérl- in relieving their complaints; they likewifc rejoiced in
w~v fnding themfclves able to ftand this proof of their lungs
not being affedted, as in confequence of their fear on that
account, they would hardly have ventured to follow my ad-
vice, had I not, on the firft {ufpicion I had of their dif-
order, informed them of moft of their complaints before
hand, by reckoning up the {vmptoms ufually attendant on
worms. Garlick, the buds of the wifde a/fies above-men-
tioned, falt, oil, ox-gall, and aloes, were, of all vermifuges,
the eafieft to be procured here; and were given them, to-
gether with fome refin of jalap which I had brought with
me ; but two of VERki1RA%S relations rafhly attacked their
worms with garlick, both taken alone and mixed with every
thing they ate, and by this means foon voided a number
of worms, and got rid of all their complaints. One of
them faid he had difcharged part of 2 worm with legs and
feet, which was grey at top, but yellow under the belly
like rups, or caterpillars, which are changed into chryfalifes,
and afterwards become butterflies. He had likewife ob-
ferved the exuvie, or fkins, ‘of this kind of worm in his

ordinary evacuations.
- Befides the fatisfaction 1 found in being ufeful, and
thewing my gratitude to thefe hofpitable ruftics, by giving
them my advice on this, as well as on other occafions, as
well-as by the diftribution of fome medicines which I had
brought with me, and always gave away gratis in the
courfe of my journey, I by this means likewife got more
into their good graces, and procured afiftance more readily,
and more authentic inférmation, than I perhaps could have
done with money : fo that the flender flock of medical
know-
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knowledge I was pofitfled of, proved of greater fervice to
me than I could have imagined; not to mention the afto-
nifhment and veneration which it excited in thefc good peo-
ple, and which often reminded me of the proverb, dazns
le pa:is des aveugles les borgnes font rois.

The canfe, why worms are fo common a diforder in this
colony, I dare not undertake to explain. It may be fuf-
pected that in many people they are hereditary, and are
increafed by a copious milk diet. Others, perhaps, were
infefted by thefe animals, by means of the foul and. putrid
water which they were for the moft part obliged to put up
with in their hunting expeditions, and in their journey to
the Cape ; the men in particular, appearing to be troubled
with this complaint.  With refpcct to thefe country peo-
ple, there does not feem to be much room for attributing
thic diforder to fith, as in the frefh water and rivers of thefe
regions there is hardly any to be found. When, however,
thefe ruftics get to the Cape, they generally take care not
to want for frefh fith. The towns-people, on the contrary,
who live a good deal upen frefh fifh, are not in proportion
fo much troubled with worms; but then they have pure
water to drink ; milk is rather fcarce with themj; while,
on the other hand, they do not ufe to ftint themfclves in
the articles of wine and {pirituous liquors.

On the gth I rode out a hunting along with two farmers,
being chiefly in queft of the gn#, the animall have defcribed
at.page 131'0f this Volume. In thefe parts we found large
herdsof them, and fhot a female gn# quite through the body 3
notwith{tanding which, fhe ran, though toftering, to the
diftance of eighty or an hundred paces from us before fhe

v fll,
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fell. Being mounted on flcet horfes, we were able to ride by
them all, and feparate one of the herds from the reft, fromx
whence we drove away a calf, which we took home with us
alive, It was of this that I afterwards made the diffection,
to which I have referred in page 133, for the proof of what
I thereadvanced. The height of this animal was twg feet, and
the length fromthe ears to the tail meafured nearly the fame;
the tail itfelf was fix inches long,.and very hairy, with white
and briftly hairs at the tip. To conclude, the predominant
colour in this animal is a very pale or light brown; the belly
is white, the nofe black; there is a black circle round the eyes;
it is likewife black about the ears, and its forchead is of a
dark brown colour; the maneis black, two inches long, and
rather of a briftly nature, being fet off on each fide by hairs
equal to its length, which cover the neck, and which are
twice as long as they are in other parts of the body; the
beard too inclines more to grey, or is of a lighter colour
than the reft of the animal’s body. I had likewife pre-
vioufly feen and examined another tame one of the fame
fize, which was intended for a prefent for the governor:
it was feared, however, that this, as well as the young
hartbeefts which they were endeavouring to bring up tame,
would be fubject to a kind of furer or madnefs. The cry
of the young gnu was fometimes o7/¢, and at other times #-
vond, a good deal refembling the momje of the colonifts
(meaping mifs,) and their ufual contraction of the words
goeden avond, or good evening; fo that in the dark, the
found might eafily be miftaken for the voice or falutation
of achild. The: roaﬁed ﬁeﬂl of this gnu-fawn, the anij-
mal being extremely young, was foft and flabby,

On
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On the day I have mentioned we likewife fhot a gragga,
which was almoft entircly devoured within a few hours
by birds of prey, after having, according to their ufual
cuftom, begun with the eyes.

An animal of the height of cighteen inches was known
to the farmers here by the namé& of the grey jackal, as it
approaches pretty near the common jackal in fize, as well
as in the fhape of its head and body; but to judge from
the teeth alone, as far as I can recolle¢t them - at prefent,
the grey jackal feems rather to bear the chara&eriftic marks
by which the v/verra, or weafel kind is diftinguifhed in the
Syflesn of Nature, Edit. X1I.

The hair with which the grey jackal was covered, was
a mixture of light grey and black; {o that this creature was
of a dark ath colour all over, excepting towards the tip of
the tail, which, for the length of three inches, was quite
black; it was befides pretty bufthy, and reached down to
the animal’s heels. The hairs, indeed, over the whole body
were pretty long and foft, but on the back they were about
twice as long as in other parts, {o that they appeared to
form a brufth or comb: for which reafon, this animal may
for the prefent be called the viverra criffata. 1 {ay for the
prefent, as well on the account that the ftuffed {kin of this
creature was ftolen out of my waggon by fome hounds
with which we had been out a hunting, before I had time
to draw up a more accurate defcription of it, as likewife be-
caufe it is very difficult as yet to define the genera belong-
ing to the order of fere. I made a drawing of the grey
jackal’s liver, and on going to examine it with this view,
I found it divided in a fingular manner.  The right lung
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1776 likewife had four lobes, and the left three. The ftomach
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W~~~ had nothing but ants in it, or, to {peak more properly, the
white termites before-mentioned; yet, that it may not be
fuppofed . from this circumftance, that the animal here
{poken of belongs to the genus of the myrmecopbaga of
LINN&US, it may be proper to mention here, that the cha-
racter of this genus is the total want ‘of teeth; and that,
exclufively of our Swedifh bears, the Hottentots them{elves
are likewife very fond of this food.

This day we hunted another .animal, which was called
the onkjes jackal, and feemed with refpect to thape and fize,
in fome meafure to refemble the grey jackal, but was of a
deep brown colour. It now made its efcape from us by a
fubterraneous paffage. It has obtained the name of onkjes,
in confequence of its digging up, and feeding upon, thc
bulbs and roots of flowers. The oxkjes jackal, moreover,
is fuppofed to be more common than the grey; and is, per-
hdps, a kind of badger. Neither this creature nor the
former were, as far as I could find, known to any body but
the farmers in this neighbourhood.

The common jackal, or the jackal properly fo called,
nearly refembles our European fox in its form, manners,
-and difpofition; and here, at leaft,'is not known to aflemble
im packs, for the purpofe of hunting. Neither iswhat authors
have advanced concerning the hideous cry and voracity of
the jackal applicable to this. quadruped, thefe qualities being
probably peculiar to the hiyzna and wild deg, with which
‘animals it has been by fome means confounded. : A couple
of fking which I biought home with me, three feerrin
length, with a tail fomewhat above a foot long, entirely

correfpond,
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correfpond,y with refpet to hair and colour, with M. Dau-
‘BERTON'S defeription of the chacal, (Burron, Tom. XIII.
p. 268) excepting the {pots on the forelegs; and likewife
refemble M. ScHREBER’s coloured plate of the canis mefo-
mely or capifche febakalt, Tab. XCV. p. 370. This is like-
wife Mr. PERNANT'S jackaly Vol. 1. p. 242.

The predominarit coelour in this animal is a reddifh yel-
low, the legs in particular are of a pale gold colour; un-
der the belly, and on the infide of the legs, the colour in-
clines to white; the nofe and ears are of a reddith caft; the
head grey; the back part of the neck, together with the
whole back, are covered with a large dark grey fpot of the
fhape of a lancet, with the point towards the tail; which
{pot, as M. DauBENTON has well remarked, is compofed of
black and white circular fitreaks of hair intermixed; the
tail is partly grey, and partly of an umber colour, but at
the tip black. 1 remember that once I faw the fur of a
foetus of a jackal, which was of a very fine yellow colour,
and inftead of a blackifth grey had a dark brown fpot upon
its back. _

The ratel, fo called in Africa both by the colonifts and
Hottentots, I have given a drawing of in the Swedifh Tran{-
aétions for the vear 1777, p. 147. Tab. IV, and at the fame
time defcribed it by the name of the wiverra ratel. (1 have
likewife annexed a figure of it at Plate V. of this Volume.)
By the colour, it thould feem to be the very fame {pecies of
animal which M. pE LA CAILLE faw about Picquet-berg, and
has mentioned at page 182, bythe name of the dlereau puant;
though this author did not himfelf obferve any difagreeable
odour in the animal, and I, for my part, have never heard
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the leaft mention made of it ; at the fame time that M, DE LA
CaiLLE does not fay a fingle {yllable concerning the fingu-
lar ceconomy of the animal, and moreover - defcribes the
claws as being fomewhat {maller than they really are, par-
ticularly on the hind feet. Les deux trous oblengs a I'ou-
verture de la gueule, dans lefquels la.peau rentre, according
to the obfervation made by M. DE LA‘©AILLE, appear to
deferve a more accurate inveftigation and defcription.

In SCHREBER on the mammalia, p. 450, Tab. CXXV.
there is a defcription and drawing of it under the denomi-
nation of the finkbinks, or the viverra Caqpenfis; though,
in my opinion, the claws and tail in this figure are too
fhort, and the head too thick and clumfy, and too black
underneath. M. ScHREBER mentions his having heard,
that this animal is fond of honey; a circumftance con-

firmed by the following account, which 1 have before in-

ferted in the Swedith Tranf{actions.

In this part of Africa there is to be feen a confiderable
number of hales and fubterraneous paflages, fome of which
are aftually inhabited, while others have been previoufly
formed, but fince deferted by the yfrix criflata, a fort of
mus jacwlus, or the jerbua Capenfs, the jackal, the mole,
the fus Aithiopicus, with feveral fpecies of viverre. Juft
within the apertures of thefe cavities, and of the fubter-
raneous paflages which are blocked upin part by the ground
having given way, the bees moft commonly ufe to make
their nefls, efpecially as trees fit for their purpofe are fel-
dom to be found. - The ratel, a fort-of weafel or badger,
by.nature deftined to be the adverfary of the bees, and the
unwelcome vifitor of their habitations, is likewife endued

with
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with a particular faculty for difcovering and attacking them 1776

within, their entrenchments. His long claws, befides af- o
fifting him in digging the dark fubterraneous paflages
which ferve him for an afylum, are likewife of ufe to
him in the occupation he is frequently employed in of un-
dermining whole colanies of bees. As a man placed at the
maft-head can eafieft defcry a fail or land at a great diftance
about fun-fet, fo probably this time of the day is the moit
convenient for the ratel to look out for hi?fupper; for he
is faid likewife to be particularly attentive to his bufinefs
about fun-fet, and will fit and hold one of his paws before
his eyes, in order to modify the rays of the fun, {o as to
render them inoffenfive to his organs of fight, and at the
fame time to have a diftin& view of the objet of his pur-
fuit: and when, in confequence of peering in this manner
on each fide of his paw oppofite to the fun, he fees any
bees fly, he knows that they are at this time going ftrait
forward to their own habitation, and confequently takes
care to keep in the fame dire&ion as that in which they
fly, in order to find them. He has befides, the fagacity as
well as the Hottentots, the Caffres, and the peafants of the
Cape, to follow a little bird, which flies on by degrees with
the alluring note of cherr, cherr, cherr, and guides its fol-
lowers to the bees’ neft. This felf-interefted betrayer of
the bees, to which I have many times been obliged for the
honey I have eaten in the courfe of. my travels through the
defert, is the little euculus indicator, which I have defcribed
and given a drawing of in the Phil. Tran{. and propofe to
make mention of a little farther on,

As
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As the ratel’s hairs are (Hff and. har(h, fo its hide is
tough, and the animal itfelf 1s difficult to'kill. © The co-
jonifts and the Hottentots both affert, that it is-almoft im-
poflible to kill this creature, without giving it a'great num-
ber of wviolent blows.en the nofe ; on. wiieh account they
deftroy it by fhooting it, or plungmgla ‘knife inte its -body.
The fhortnefs of the ratel's legs will fiot permit him to
make his efcape by flight, when purfaed by the hounds;
he is able, however, to extricate himfelf from their clutches
by biting and fcratching them in®a violeént degree; while,
on the other hand, he is perfe@ly well defended from the
affaults of their teeth by the toughnefs -of his hide: for
when a heund endeavours to bite him, it can lay hold only
on the ratel’s tough hide; which in this cafe inftantly fepa-
rates from the creature’s body or flefh, as: it ‘is reported to
lie loofe from the fkin, as though it were within a fack;
fo that when any body catches hold of him by the hind
part of his neck, and that even pretty near his head, he is
able to turn round, as it were, in his fkin, and bite the
arm of the perfon that feizes him. It is a remarkable cir-
cumftance, that a number -of hounds, which colletively
are able to tear a hion of a raoderate fize in pieces, are faid
fometimes to be forced to leave the ratel only dead to ap-
pearance. - This report feems to be confirmed by the cir-
camftance of M. pE LA CAILLEs dlereau puant’s ftill be-
ing alive, after the hormds had dragged it away to the wag-
gon. ‘Thus far, however, is’ certain, that-on the fur of
fhie ratel 1 have bmught home. wzth ‘me, there, is fcarcely
the.mark of a bite to hc*feen, thcughng had been attacked

and worried by a number of hounds. Is it not probable,
that
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that nature, which has deftined the ratel for the deftruc-
tion of bees, may have beftowed on it a hide fo much
tougher than thofe fhe has given to other animals of the
viverra kind, merely for the purpofe of defending it from
the ftings of thefe infe@ts > Or may not this creature’s food,
which confifts of" wax and honey, make it {o tough and
difficult to kill ?*

Thofe beées nefts which are built up in trees, are in no

danger whatever from the ratel. In the firft tranfports of

his rage at having fought after thefe bees in vain, he ufes
to gnaw or bite the trunk of thefc trecs; and thefe bites
are fure marks for the Hottentots, that a bees neft is to be
found up in that trec. I fhould myfelf have harboured
many doubts concerning all thefe circumftances attributed
to the ratel, had I not obtained wvarious accounts of this
curious animal, entirely correfponding with each other,
from many experienced farmers and Hottentots living in
different parts of the country.

As T was not fortunate enough to catch a ratel myfelf,
I muft be contented with giving fuch a defcription of it
here, as I have been able to make from this creature’s {Xin.

The fore teeth, {ix in each jaw, moftly of the fame fize,
flat at top, probably in confequence of being worn away;
canine teeth, two in each jaw, very ftrong and large when
compared with the fize of the animal, but obtufe, (proba-
bly likewife in confequence of their being worn away ;) the
grinders, about fix in number, had, as well as the others, a
yellow cafty pérhaps from the animal feeding upon honey.
“The tongue was tharp, and the papille fharp and turned

back, a8 in cats.
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2 7&?3 ‘I'he /eos arefhort; toes five on each of ‘the fore feet, armed

A~ with projeting claws an inch and a half long, but thofe of
the hind feet no more than half that length.  Thefe claws
have a tharp edge, which half way up the fore part of it
is double, or rather excavated with a deep furrow; a cir-
cumitance that apparently greatly affifts the animal in dig-
ging. ‘There is nothing .like ear-}aps ‘tobe feen on this
creature, excepting a trifling rim round about a rather large
aperture, in which is placed the organ of hearing.

Colour; the forehead, crown of the head, nape of the
neck, fhoulders, back, and tailare of an ath colour; the
nofe, and the part round the eyes, and on the cheek-bone,
the ears, the lower part of the neck, the breaft, belly,
thighs, and legs, are of a black hue inclining to brown ; as
are likewife the extreme limits of the afh-coloured pait juft
mentioned, which are moreover feparated from the black
colour by means of a light grey lift an inch broad, running
from the ear quite back to the tail.

Size of the fkin : From the tip of the nofe to the tail
forty inches ; length of the tail twelve inches; that of the
claws, taken togethet with the whole phalanx, or all the
toes of the fore feet, one inch and three quarters; of thofe
of the hind feet one inch.

Two other {mall animals, which probably likewife be-
long to the viverra genws, I had only a hafty glimpfe of
in this colony. The one we faw and gave chafe to be-
tween the two Fiflr rivers, made its efcape from us, how-
ever, by running into a hole‘under ground;:and feemed
to be fomewhat lefs than a cat, though longer in proper-
tion. The colour of it was a bright red. Of the other

fort
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fort I faw two at once in the vicinity of Niez-bout-kloof,
when they inftantly ran out of my fight, and hid themfelves
in a bufh. - They appeared to be of a coal-black colour, and
vabove a foot high; yet I am not certain, whether they were
not onkjes jackals, the animal I have already made mention of
at page 176 of this Volume. The former of thefe likewife,
I mean the light or rofe-coloured animal, might be, for aught
1 know, the erda, or vulpes minimus farenfis of M. SK10L-
DEBRAND, the Swedifh conful at Algiers, (vide the Swedy/h
Tranfactions for 1777, page 265) not being able during the
chafe, to attend toits cars {0 accurately as I could have wifhed;
and at the {fame time having been informed, that there was
a very {mall animal, with long ears, which lived under ground,
and was not unfrequently feen on the plains in Camdeto, but
was difficult to catch, efpecially as it never went far from
its hole. In this point likewife, it anfwers to the defcrip-
tion of the 2erda quoted above; but this again feems in-
confiftent with the account given of it by Mr. Bruce, who
fays it lives in paim-trees, (on the fruit of which it {ubfifts,)
in Libya, to the fouth of the Palus Tritonidis. (Vide Buy-
FON’s Animal Anonyme, Supplement, Tom. III. page 148,
Tab. XIX.) It is poflible, indeed, that this creature is to be
found in Lidya ; but I have been informed by M. Sk1oLDE-
BRAND, that Mr. BRuck had previoufly f{een this animal
in Algiers, (where both thefe gentlemen were confuls to-
gether) and had employed the fame painter as M. SkioL-
DEBRAND did, to make a drawing of it; and hence it is,
that on comparing the two figures, viz. of the animal
Afrom Libya, and of that from Algiers, it plainly appears,
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1776.  that they are taken from each other, or elfe from one and
\Jmmwj the fame original.

Many of M. SKJOLDEBRAND’s friends, and among them
M. NICANDER, one of the fecretaries of the Royal Academy
of Scicnces in Sweden, have feen a figure of the zerda re-
prefented in its natural fize and colour, many years ago,
in M. SK1oLDEBRAND' fuperb colledtion; but could not per-
fuade this gentleman to ornament the $wedi{h Tranfactions
with it before, as, the animal having unfortunately ef-
caped from him, before he could examine its teeth, and
other particulars, he had waited a long time, though in
vain, in hopes of procuring fome better information from
Algiers with refpeét to thefe points. M. SKIOLDEBRAND
could not find at the bottom of this creature’s large and beau-
tiful ears, which were of a rofy hue, any traces of a perfora-
tion; indeed thefe perforations would eafily be filled up, and
would confequently become very inconvenient to an animal
like this, which is obliged to burrow and live under the
fand. He {uppofes that providence has made good this
defect, by {fome membrane lying not very deep in the ear.
Mr. PENNANT follows M. SKIOLDEBRAND in the account he
gives of this animal in Vol. I. p. 248, at the fame time
referring it to the dog genus.

The bee-cuckow, (cuculus indicator) which I made men-
tion of juft above, in defcribing the raze/ at p. 181, deferves
to hayé more particular notice taken of it in this place. It has,
however, nothing remarkable in it with regard to its fize
and colour, as, on a curfory view, it appears in thefe points
not to differ from the common fparrow ; excepting indeed,

8 that
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that it is fomewhat larger, and rather of a’lighter colour,
with a little yellow {pot on each fhoulder, and the feathers
of its tail dathed with white.

It is, indeed, merely with a view to its own intereft,
that this cuckow difcovers the bees-nefts to man and the
ratel race, as it is extremely fond both of honey and bees-
€ggs; and it knows that when a bees-neft is plundered,
fome of it is fhed, which confequently falls to its thare, or
clfe fome part is left by the plunderers as a reward for its
fervices.  Neverthelefs, the way in which this bird com-
municates to others the difcovery it has made, is as fur-
prifing as it is well adapted to the purpofe.

The morning and evening arc probably its principal
meal times; at-leaft it is then that it fhews the greateft
inclination. to come forth, and with the grating cry of
cherry cherry cherr, to excite, as it were, the attention of
the ratel, as well as of the Hottentots and colonifts. Some-
body then generally repairs to the place whence the
found proceeds, when the bird, all the while continually
repeating its cry of cherr, cherr, flies on flowly and by
degrees towards the quarter where the fivarm of bees have
taken up their abode. The perfons thus invited accord-
ingly follow, taking great care at the {ame time not to
frighten their guide with any unufual noife, or by means
of a large company, but rather, as I have feen done
by one of the fhrewdeft of my Bo/bies-rmen, to anfwer it
now and then with a foft and very gentle whiftle, by way
of letting the bird know that its call is attended to. I
Aeave obferved, that when the bees-neft was at a good dif-
‘tance, the bird, for the moft part, made long ftages, or
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flights, waiting for its {porting companion between each
flight, and farther exciting him; but flew to fhorter dif-
tances, and repeated its cry more frequently, and with
greater earneftnefs, in proportion as they approached nearer
to the bees-neft. I likewife {aw, with aftonithment, what
1 had been previoufly affured of by others, viz. that when
this bird has, in confequence of its great impatience, got
too far a-head of its followers, efpecially when, by reafon
of the roughnefs or unevennefs of the ground, they have
not been able to keep pace with it, it has flown back to
meet them, and with redoubled cries, denoting {till greater
impatience, has upbraided them for being fo tardy. Fi-
nally, when it has come to the bees-neft, whether this be
built in the cleft of a rock, in a hollow tree, or in fome
cavity in the earth, it hovers over the fpot for the fpace
of a few feconds, a circumftance which I myfelf have been
eye-witnefs to twice; after which it fits in filence, and for
the moft part concealed in fome neighbouring tree or bufh,
in expeétation of what may happen, and with a view of
coming in for its fhare of the booty. It is probable, that
this’ bird. always hovers, more or lefs, in the manner juft
mentioned, over the bees-neft, before it hides itfelf, though
people do not always pay attention to this circumftance :
at all events, however, one may be affured that the bees-
neft is very near, when, after the bird has taken one to
fome diftance, it is on a fudden filent. In a place where we
halted a couple of days, my Hottentots were conducted by a
bee-cuckow, that was ratherfhy and ob{curein its exprefiions,
backwards and forwards feveral times to one and the fame
{pot, till one of them, who was more attentive to the bird
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