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than the reft, thought of looking out th€re for 
;rleJf. 

the neft 

Having, in confequence of the bird's direCtions, dug up 
the bees-neft, or otherwife come at it, and plundered it, 
they ufually, by way of acknowledgment, leave it a con~ 
fiderable portion of the wotft part, or that part of the 
comb in which the y6ung bees are hatching; anti which, 
however, is probably for the bird the moO: delicate morfel, 
and indeed \ is by no means looked upon as the worft, even 
hy the Pattentots. I was informed by my Bo!hies-men, as 
well as by the colonifts, that a man who makes it his con
l\am Im/inefs to go after the bees, !hould not ;;t firO: be too 
grateful antI generous to this officious binl, but leave for 
it only juft as much as win ferve to itimulate its appetite; 
by which means it will be induced, in hopes of obtaining 
a more iiberal reward, to difcover another fwarm of bees, 
if there be any Cuch in the neighbourhood . Though there 
are plenty of wild bees round about Cape Town, yet hath 
the bird itfelf and the peculiar property it has of difcover
ing honey to others, were entirely unknown there; nei-
ther coukl I, when I firft heard it fpoken of at Groot-Va
ciers-bolcb, confider it in any other light than that of a fa
We; elj,ecially as at the fame time I faw a lad who was 
out after one of thefe bird" [ail in the objeCt of his pur
{nit. In this cafe, however, there was great reafon to lay 
the blame on the clofenefs and compaCtnefs of the wood, 
and the greater than ufual !hynefs of the bird. My Hot
tentots from BujJd-jaagts-l'ivier and Zwellendam aifured me 
'fi",:e, that they had likewife been acquainted with this 
.bird at the places juft mentioned, where they were born,. 

but 
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but owned at th'e fame time, that it was there uncommon as 
well as ihy; nor did it (lirett them to the honey fo readiJy and' 
diftinc:tJv, as in the tratt of country where we then were 
in the defert, and near the river t'Kau-I'kai, or Great 
f/i(cb-river • 

. By collating this laft remark with my accO\lnt 'of the 
cuculus indica/or, or honey-guide, irtferted 'in the Pb;;qfo
phica/ 'i'ronjaClions, Vol. LXVII. page 3'8 and 43, it will 
appear, that a geographicai 'error lias been fuffered to take 
place there; probably in ronfequence of their being obliged, 
as my account was written in Englilh, to alter this pa{f.-'gc, 
fa as to make it approach nearer to the idiom of the Eng
lith language. 

Though I had frequently in the defert, and once at A.r;
ler Brun/jes-b()()Jlie, feen this bird, which, on acconnt of 
the fingul.r property it is endned with, iscaIled 'hy the 
colonifis honing-'Io/zer, or the honey-guide, and, indeed, 
had not unfrequently reaped the fruits of its 'fervices, yet 
I hM not an opportunity of ihooting it till I was on the 
r.lad to return home, when lone day purfuoo it, the little 
creature all the while fiying before me with its cheering 
note of cherr, cberr. This, however, offended my Boillies
men not a little: and though I had previoufiy promifed an 
ample reward, confiiling of glafs beads and tobacco, to my 
ZweUenda11/ Hottentots, on condition that they would .ffitt 
me in -catching and ihooting a "oni"g-~zff, yet I found 
them too much the bird's friends to betray it; a circum·, 
fiance that gave me great pleafure, as it fhew.,d that thefe 
people were in general polfelfed of good and grateful hearts; 

though 
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though ingratitude, I am very forry to fayit, is a crime, 
by no means rarely to be met with among meri. 

While I refided in the interior part of Africa, I was 
fi,ewn a bird's-neft, which feveral farmers alfured me was 
that of tbe bee-cuckow. It refembled the nefts of certain 
titlehes, which are found in thofe parts, and was formed of 
tine {breds of bark, interwoven and plaited together in tbe 
fhal'e of a bottle. Tbe neck or aperture of it hung down
" ;ml, , and a plaited cord, made of the fame kind of bark 
as the nefi, hung, as it were, in a {wing, crofs-wife, over 
and below the opening, being faftened by both ends to tbe 
brim of this fame aperture, and was certainly intended for 
the bini to reft itfelf and moft upon. 

The following defcription of this bird was drawn up 
from the two which I {bot, and which were fuppofed to 
be hens; for the cock is faid to have its neck (capijlrum) 
encirded with a black ring: 

Roftrum craJliuJculum, vcr/us bqjin fuJcum, apice luteum. 
Angulus oris uhue infra oculos extell/ us. Nares . pojll'e1/1£ 
ad baJin Rofui, /upremdJ vicindJ, ul carinula dOIJali /altelll 
fepararentllr, ob/ong£, margine prominlllo. Pili aliquot ad 
bqjin Hoftri, prdJcipue in mandibula in/eriore ; Lingua plana 
("b(,,.ittata. Oculorum lridesferrugimo-grife:e; Palpebne 

• . .'lo 

nuddJ, nigrdJ. Pedes nig,.i / ean/orii; Tibire bre·vis, Ungues 
remteS, nigri. Pileus 'ate griJeus e pennis brevihus latitt/CH
lis . Gula, Jugulum, Peetus, ferdide alba, cum ali'l1lo v i
, 'ere v i.r 1/olabili ;1/ peBore. Dorfum & Uropygium ferru
gilleo-griJea. Abdomen Crilfumque alba. Femora teeta 

-/,<onllis albis, macula longitudinali nigra notalis. Alarum 
Teetrices Superiores, cn11le! g rijeojuJcdJ (xu ptii } /l111112is 

(! /irplOl ,. 
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,,-6. aliqllai, qUttl fiiwi1tJieibus fiormanl. macu/ull' fiavam ill 
la,; ~ar)" 
~ bumeris cxiguam a p/umis jeapu/arioul j"'pe leCloIII; 

TcClrices infra alam a/bitke. barum SupremlE ex albido nigro
que. maculallE. Rcmiges Primarii 8. R. Secundarii 6. R. 
Omnes jupra fujci, jubtus cinerea fujci. Alul:e grifeo:fuJcI11; 
Cauda cuneiformis, . reClricibu! 1 ~: barum dute inlermeditC 
longior" ang'!ftiores, jupra &' infra tCr:uginojo-fi!/c£; pro:xi-
1II1E dUIE fuliginrflE, margine interiore albicanteJ; Du,e 
utrinque bi! proximlE alblEf!pice fufclE, & e.~teriu! ad bajin 
macula lligra nolallZ : extima ulrinque .re/i'lui! brevior, Alba 
apice fufca. macula nigra vix ul/a ad balin. Alre con'.l;/.-"cattC 
caudte parlem quartem altingunt. Longitudo ab apice 
Rqj/ri, ad extrema'" CaudlZ circiter jeplem ,mcias pedi! AlI
g licani exp/ci. Roftrum a baji juperiore ad apicem je11li
uJlciaie. 

Since my defcription of the eucu/us indicator was. print
ed in the Pbil. 'J'ranj. 1 have -{cen in LOBO'S Travtis to 
Abyflinia, publi1hed by LE GRAND in 17 ~8, (a book to 
which 1 was referred by M . . B. BERGI us, one of the direc
tors of the bank,) and a gentleman of extcnlivc reading, 
the following account, which deferves to be quoted here 
verhatim. 

" The moroc, or honey-bird, is fumi1hed with a pecu
liar inftinCl, or facuIty of difcovering honey. They have 
here multitudes . of various kinds, fome are tame like ours, 
and form their combs in hives : of the wild ones fi)lne 
place their honey in hollow trees, others hide it in holes 
in the ground, whiCh they .·keep· extremely clean, and at 
the fame time cover fo carefully, that though they . an,·. 
rommonly in the highway, they are feldom found, \llliers 

by 
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4\' the moroc'! affillanoe. The honey thltS · prepared un
der t,Tfol1nd, is to the full as good as that which is made 
in hives : I have only found it a little blacker; and cannot 
'hell' imagining it to be the fame, with that which St. JOH" 
lived on in the wndernefs. When the moroc has difco\,er
cd an y honey, he repairs immediately to the road-fide, and 
when he fees a Irave1ler, fings and claps his wings, makin)'; 
m:1I\)' motions to invite him to follow him; and when he 
percci ves him coming, flies before him from tree to tree; 
till he comes to the· place where the bees liave ftored 
their trealure, ·;'nd then begins to fing melodioufly. The 
Abyffin takes the honey, without failing to leave p'~rt of 
it for the biI'd, to reward him for his information." 

There is good reafon to fuppofe from this palfage, that 
the 1/Ioroc of Abyffinia and the bee-cuckoo, which I have 
defcribed above, are one and 'the fame bird; 1>11\ if this 
be the cafe, it !hould [eem, that Father Lono himfelf had 
not been all eye-wilnefs of this lingular kind of chafe, or 
elfe that he has not given an accurate defcription of it. 
Neither, indeed, have I ever found the honey which has 
been made under-ground, blacker' than that which comell 
out of the hives; but on the contrary, full as good a' any 
other honey whatever, that in the defert particularly hav
ing a finer flavour than any I ever tafted. Though as de
licacies did not greatly abound here, and I was obliged to 
live chiefly . on animal food, I cannot place an y great de
pendence upon the nicenefs of my tafte at that time. My 
Ilottentots, aIid 'even two of 'the colonifts-; ate likewife the 
'yollilg bees and the honey-comb itfelf, or the nell:, looking 
upon it as the moll: delicate part of the whole. The honey 
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here w.< fine :ibd melloW, and' appeared, without having 
undergone any purification whatever, -to ' be tblerably free 
from wax.-I neither faw nor heard of anyone in all Afri
ca that kept tame bee" excepting in the country abont Con
.!tantia, where a young lad, the fan of a ' coloniit, ufed 
fomctimes to fet out empty chefts and , boxes, into which 
a wild f"'lIrni would , enter ' without .fail "in the fpace of a 
few days and fettle; ,but ,the 'hh'e WlIS generally taken al
moil immediately by ' tbi. 'greedy amateur, and was like
wife partlY"ilolen by liquorifh fiaves, :,among whom thofe 
who weve natives of Madagafcar had oa particular knack at 
finding wild bees and hUlley. As in the trad's of connt ry 
lait-mentioned, befides other flowers, ' there grow in par
ticular many different fi>fts of heaths" the c:ulture, of bees 
might in thefe places be carried to ,Ii VeTY" great ,height. 
Near 'the ' Cape ) found the wild honey of an'.ihferior quali
ty. Whether this proceeded from the great abundance of 
heath in the above-mentioned diilricts, or from my being 
more faftidious and nice w.nen, )' was' anhe ,latter place, I 
am not' able to determine, ,,' 

Th:e jtrbua Capenjil; "'hich I, enu'merateda little above at 
page 180 among the animals in the r~il.\S'of whote fubtcrra
nee"s dwellings the bees, in''defaul~'of .rreesfit for their pur-, " 

pofe; build their tlefts, is' defcribed by:Dit.J, R. FORSTER ill 

the' S)vedifhTianfa.ftions ~f6i,t"77 8;"p-ag'eio8, with fome'rc
m$"Df mine annexed, I.- 'e. page "I1"l1.' "On' "'this head 
likewife, the reM~:rn:i1 ccMult-tb'e rompuatlo-t\ referred to 
above, called NMl;i.D.yrrijlit_ ,&Jli' tog.et!i¢r''i'll'ithM. PA L

!.:As's tie Mritium 'Gmere; ' pligeJ.,e.,.:" in:iwhiebl;OOok it,was> , 
~fterwards ' referred to"utlder thc' <lenornmation' of'the "'UI ' 

Cajer. 
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Caller. By the colonifts it is called berg.JhaaJ, or /pring
IJClflS, (the mountain or hounding harc),and lives upon 
roots and other vegetables, his principal haunts bcmg in 
the vicinity of Stellen-bQ!ch and Cmndeuo. It is nearly of 
the fi ze and t:olour of a common hare, hut its hinu legs, 
by means of which ,it is faid to be able to take a leap twent y 
fcet in length, are mnch longer and Henderer; its fore legs, 
on the other hand, are extremely thOft, the anima"l felJorn 
fupporting itfelf upon them, being generally in a littin,", 
]lofl:.ure, and ufing thenl as hands to convey the food to its 
mouth. It is likewife abl.~ with great expedition, by means 
of its fore paws, and"Mth the aj]jltance of its long pro
jecting teeth, to dig holes for itfelf and p.frages under 
ground; though it does not hy any nlcans experience the 
greateft degree of fccurity in this afylnm, on account of 
the dykes and Cllts made by the colonifts to their corn
fields and plantations, which Jikewife find their way into 
there fubterraneoJ1s pafrage. ; fa that the j erbuilJ, which 
are thus in danger of being drowned in their own ·habita
tions, arc obliged to evacuate them with the greateft pre.
cipitation, in confeqJ1ence of which they are frequently 
l'ur[ued and taken . . 

Where the inhabitants ·ofthis cOJ1ntry have an oppor
tunity (that of a neighboming mOJ1ntain, fat: inftance) of 
making the dykes . and Huices here allooed to, they do not 
omit by In¢;ms .of .them to drQwn · the moles likewife, as 
they are ~alle!l."wllich infeft.: '· t»is colony; ·and which are, 
in fact, a kiodof·. r~t . withlhort tails. The oneJort is leIS 
than the . other, but is moft C01l}mon round about the Cape; 
and from the white. [pots on its 'head .is called bleejiJlol, and 

C c z " 

19-., 
I i;6. 

J:;.n ll~rr · 
~ 



196 

1;776· 
Ja1'l1lo3fY· 

""""-' 

.(l. VOYAGE TO THE 

i , the mus CllfJefljis of Mefih. PEN'" ANT, SCHREBER, andPAL
L.' S, and the long-toothed marmot of Mr. BROW N, page 
1 I~, Plate XLVI. which plate exhibits a coloured rcpre
fentl\!ion of this animal; but the figure, which is the fame · 
with that in. the compilation we have frequently refen-cd 
to, as well .s\Vith that in BUFFON'$ SUPlllement, T{lm. I I I. 
is not remarkably good. 

The ·other fpecies, which is c."IIled the zlmd-moi, is til t 

mU! Africanus of Mr. PENNANT. This is ·in e'Vcry part 
ihaped like the former, .but is without any fpots; and 
though of a l110ufe colour, is of a lighter hue, its ta.il being 
in proportion cqn:llly ihort "jtbu-.0f the other, hm fl:,,
tenderl both:lt top and underneath, though furniihed with 
hairs ftanding out in the fame manner. It bears a great, 
Tefcmblante to the fi gure of the mil! talpmu! in P .'LLAS 
~nd SCIf1ElI,ER, but differs from that arumol · in .having " 
comprdfed tai l, as I have juft before mentioned; as IikewiJc 
\Vith !:efpea to its body, which I have found to meafure a 
foot :It ·the higheft.tMUgh even tllen it was twice or thrice 
as big as ·the mur Ca~n.l;I .. or me 1mIJ uzlpinus. Thefe two 
different !pecies, the mu!. Ca.ffilr 'and the mus CafMnJis, are 
very trollblefome vermin, p;lJ1lcuI.iIrl.)j .. 6tl ..,.:chard, and vinc
yonls; and are ca\lght with fnlires,. . ..micb fa1L.apon them at 
the,aperrures·onh~bplm,-a,rild arelik.eWRe{""iueDt1y killed 
with,:pifulls, "·hicli:Jhoot'~m thro"l.giN be ,bOdy;, Oft ,theit 
·tol1diq -in the· .aigirteft mllQDC!" ·a thread :tied 10 the trigger. 
The mar 'Cafferi,,<jJllIrticularl.,._wid4y,;oind <II'i>alfy in its 
make, 'and:is'.coilfeq~ ·ilir!r iii .. ~Rni~ .. 1Iiaking its ef
cajle' with di&:.lttf w!aiiii,~·~,"';7" ,D~ itnrdt; though,· 
on theuherluimd, 'I\llu:ait's,]aid (~d, op, it, ~ the 

anteriur 
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anterior part of its bod y aboue to the right and left with 
. great ~iv.ity and 31ertncf.s ~ lU on~er to fa~en upon its cnc
lny wIth Its teeth. In thls particular 1 i\.ave, as well as 
many of the colonitts, difcovercd a great refemblance be
tween the rhinoceros and the [mel-mole;' which, indeed, 
proceeds merely from the fmallne fs of the e'yes and obfcurity 
of viii on in both thefe animals. 

The .talpa Ajiatica, LINN. the talpa Siberica of PE!<

NANT, SEBA, and KLEIN; the talpa "at/rea of BRIS SON, 

PALLAS, and ScHREDER; and the variable mole of BROW!', 

arc olle and the liune animal, which comes from the Capt; 
ami which not only has- been erroneoully attributed to Si
beria, but lik.ewife, on account of the number and !hape 
of its teeth l\eing unknown, has been hitherto improperly 
referred to the mole genus; though, in faa:, it belongs to 
that uf the jbre·w or lorex, as plainly appears from the 
following defcription of the teeth, which 1 made after a 
fpecimcn I brought home from the .Cape preferved in fpi
fit'. Dentes Juperiores anteriores z cuncati, approximati. 
D. inferiores anteriores 4 fubulati, horl)m intermediis bre
'C'/oribu.'. D. laterales in utraque maxilla utrinque 7, ho
funl duobus feu 3; bus prioribus fimpliciufculis, acutis, 
in!erioribus feu polrer. 2 feu 3; bus furcath', cu[pide ex
timo mlljore. This animal may therefore for ·the future 
be called, Sor-.x oureus, caudiz nulla, rqJlt:o nudo brevi, palmis 
fub 4 dafly/i)', plantis sda8ylis. I fay Jub-te1ra-dafiylis, as 
this creatw;e h .. , .Oll the outCule ,of .its three crooked claws 
which il:allctl¥,llind ·ea,choth.er, a very fmall fpur, or thorter 
kind of claw proje6ting, . .w.hich the naturalifts above
mentioned did not obferve,and which might ealily induCe 

them 
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them very imp~operly to " Igment the catalogue of the 
all im:u creatioll ')'ith one animal more than really exifts 
in it. 

This creature is five or fix illches in length, its filO11t 
is {hort and wi;hout any h:lir upon it, llotwithfianding 
which the upper lip is hairy. , Tile colour, which ill 
other refpects is exceedingly beautiful", is continually vary
ing, as SCHREB};R has remarked, page 563, between green, 
brown, and gold. In PETE!, BR OWN'S Illuftrations of 
Zoology, page 1 10. Plate XL Y. ther,~ , is a tolerable co
loured drawing of this animal; the caft, however, of thi s 
colour borMring upon gold, is no~ expreifed with a fuffi
cient degree of accuracy and beauty ; neither is the leaft 
notice taken of the fourth fmall or extenlal claw. 

To the query , which M. PALLA~.,, (d~ Murium t;;enere) 
propafes at page 154, in the not~s'- 1 anfwer, that this 
creature, in fact, has eyes, but they are fa {mall that they 
,,'ere not eafily to be difc~rnfd in th~ animal jult after it 
was /hot; and in the fpe<;imen 1 have ,prefervcd 'in ipirits, 

, '. ' . " .. ', . 
could not be feenat all till I bad ftrippcd the !kin from 011' 
the 'head. 'They are placed ' in the center of a ftrait iinc, 
collceived to be drawn from'A~e lloftril;: \~:tJle ears. Again, 
th~r; latter arc in the f~me l1prizont:qJiI].e w~~~ ,t~e. fauces, 
the .;>~rt\1Ies .qf ~l1em .. ,b~i~g , ;pretty ,~i~~: :e.*Wj\lly, but 
mtt,;?a11Y" ~lmofr .IJD~rc~pti»le .. , Thl~ , C{e~ture .h;>.5. ~o laps 
to it('ears. 

",/,,: ~ ,,( .- . -'. .. "" , . " ," 

. It ,'till be lll~ft.' f~il~~le ,~~_~J?js .pla~l9:·~AuW.~rate and 
gl~~ ,:~ f~.erd¢f~!i??<?llpf ... ~1.>:~ ,-MIilf\l? ",~~~ftr ,~JI toge
th~~ . p~lY~, I)l~Y!:', j~jt ~~~; !'i#Ifl.~ll)g (ev,eral ot~r 
al11iijiUs, and ,P¥t1y as by' ,follO~vjIfg l11e order oJ Il!y jQnr-

7 lml 
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. nal in this particular, I Ihoul<1 be liable (0 make frequent 
repetitions. 

The bartbeifl, of which I have a1readt ma,k frequent 
mention in the courfe of this work, (viz.J>agc f2g, 131, 
Z 70, 345, Vol. I. and page 4, I z, I 3, I 8,V41. 11.) is the moll: 
common of all the larger gazels which are to he met with at 
Agter Bruntjes-hoogte, or indeed in the whole colony, and 
in all probability in any part of Africa. Thefe animals 
mo!Hy keep together in herds of different magnitudes, 
though one does noCunfrequently fcc them wandering 
about in a folitary 'fiate. I have often had octafion to hunt 
and Ihoot them, ,md made the drawing annexed (vide Plate 
1. of this Vot)frbm one that I had jull Ihot. Without 
wit11ing in tlie Ieaft to depreciate the labours of others, I 
find myfelf neceffitated to refer my readers to this, 'IS be
ing the onlyfigurc hitherto publillied, which exhibits the 
l.al1: refemhlance of . this animal. 

The greatell: height of this animal, which is from the 
fore feet to the withers, fomewhat exceeds four feet. 
The h'ifllS, (which are common to both fexes,) meafured 
alon~e exterior ·curvature, arc from fix to nine inches 
long,. and ofa hlack colour allover, being of the fame 
nature in general as thofe of the gazel kind. The colonift, 
nake Ii.;'lldfo'me fpoons of them, : thotigh the gnu's horns 
are reckoned to have the finell: grain, as well as the blackdl 
hue, and Iikewife to take the beft polilli. With refpet[ 
to other parricillars, the horns of this animal 1land upon a 
fmall protubdance of the cranium, with their hafes almoll: 
qulte clofe together,diverging.as they goupwardscontinually 
h10re and more from each other, as far as to one third of 

their 
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their whole leni' th; when proceeding farther on ro t\~O 
thirds of their );lOle length, they lean a little inwards or 
towards each otJ,er, at the fame time making a bend back
wards ; fo that (the ul'pcrmGIl or tall divilion, which is 
fmooth and ev~", goes hack\\-ards very nearly in a hori
zontal direction, yet I" that the tips tutn a little down
.. ",rds. Thefe horns from their hafes upwards, as far as 
to two thirds of their length, are cmbofled in the form of 
rings, which are ahout eighteen in number, and ncar the 
bafes of the horns are not elevated more than half a line 
or a line l'bove the furface beneath; but higher up, or 
ncar and upon the curvatures of the hams. thefe rings are 
notonly much larger, viz. from a quarter' to half an inch, , 
hut likewife Teem to be more irregular, fame of them 
forming knobs, while others take a' fpirahurn. All thefe 
rings or elevations are fmooth in other refpeets, but be
tween them there is a number of longitudinal furrows. 

The predominant colour in the hartbeeft is cinnamon 
colour, but the forehead is oovered with black hairs, which, 
with a fmall admixture of browe, lie in a w hi,rl. ywo 
inches below this hegins an oblong black fpot, wl&tl1 ex
tends quite down to the noftrils; the knver '.!ip aHi:>, and 
the fore part of ,the ihon1ders are covered with black hairs, 
as are likewife tl1e,;mterior pat,t of doe fore legs .quite dOWIl 

to the hoofs, thefe ,black hairs being at the fame .. time car
riedtound them, aQd riling behind up to the fetlock-joints. 
This black colour.isdifpened nearly lu 'the ["ine mantler 
on the fore parts <)f 'th,elJind ,;Iegs, and,kt""eenthe fet
lock-jOints and the hOofs 'behirnL ' A goad deal of ,the 
hindmoft part of the haunch is covered with a wide 'black 

fircak, 
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,fireak, which reaches down to the knee, as may be fcen 
in the figurc annexed. There arc twe narrow ftripes, 
which take their rife one beh ind ea<.:h car and afterwards 
run together all along the ridge of th e !lec' . Fron) hence 
a dark hrown ova l fpot extends ov(;r the W l olc rid ne of th e 

" hack, terminating \\' ith its broader and obtll(er end juH: 
ahove the tai l, which is flender, and, at the firft glance, 
has the appC:1.rance of an ar.., · ~ tail. The hairs of thi s begill 
high up, hei ng hlacK, and nearl y of the nature of briftles, 
and rather poi nting ontwanls than hanging dow;. ); the 
outcrmoft, which 'are the longeft, being fcareel y fix inches 
long. The upper and hind parts of the haun('hes are of a 
p:1.1c yellow colonr, as \\Tll as the anterior and upper edge 
of them, the in lide of them, and the hell y, The polterior 
parts of the fore legs arc likc\yifc of a fl.1 l1\cw11at Hghtcr 
hue than the cinnamc>n colour above-mentiolled, which 
covers every other part of the animal. 

T here is :l pore one line in diameter, an inch or an inch 
"nd a half below and before the internal ,angle of the eye. 
Fro~hiS pore, ,vh ich i::; the aperture of a carunde that 
lies ) 0"', there is {ecreted a matter almofr like C3r-WJX, 
which obferved my Hottentots kept ill a piece of {kin , 
as a rare" and excellent medicine; on the dried fk..in of the 
animal; tilis pore is fcaredy to be difcerned. Thi~ , perh aps, 
is the r6ifori,' that fo great and accurate a zoologifi as M. 
P ALL AS makes' no mention of this pore, as he made his de
fcriptions t:hiefly from the dried Ikins of this animal; amI 
:1' to the Jive 'l\.'artbeeft which he faw, he could not fo ealil y 
come at it, fo as to take notice of its pore. The rudiments 
of a beard or whilkers, mentioned by M. P ALL." as being 
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on each fide of he black fpot on the under lip, may like
wife be {een or he {kin of the h.artbeeft .which I brought 
home with me This animal is rlefcribed \>y M. PALLAS, 

in Fofe. I. p. 12, No. XVI. and Fafe. Xli. No. XIII. p. 
16 of his Spic legia Zo%gica, under the denomination of 
the antifope buba/is; but in the Syjlema Natura, it has been 
previoull y taken notice of by the name of capra dorcas, 
wherefore I choore to keep this fpecifie name, for the fake 
of avoiding confufion; af the fame time in conformity to 
the well-founded opinion of M. PALLAS, referring the dor
cas to the anti/ope or gazc/ genus. The buba/is of the an
cients was probably the fame animal with our hanbeef!s, 
and fo is the vacbe de Barbarie, dcfcribed in the Mem. pour 
fervir a r Hiji. des Al1imaux, Part II. p. 24. The figure g iven 
there, Tab. XXXIX. is, it is true, not a perfeCt 1ikenefs of 
the allti/ope dorcas; but being very indiJlhem Iikewifc i .. 
other rcfpeCts, may, with fome degree of probability, be 
fuppofed to reprefent this animal. The defcription, how
ever, contained in the following paffage, I. c. docs not cor
refpond quite fo well .with the hartbeeft's hair, viz. Poil 
roux, plus pdle vers /a poitrine, que vers Ia' racine,'/iifque 
de meme grqJfeur vcrs Ie point que vel'S la racil;e. ~t feems 
to be merely this palfage thatItas occ:ifioned M. IluHoN, 

. Tom. XII. p. 296; under the 'artic\ebubl1l, tei confound the 
hartbeeft with the animal WhichKoLBE dined the elk; though 
at the fame time he evidently gives a different defcription 
of the .Jatter, viz. that it is ' of. an alII colour, '&c. &c. 

The hair of the hartbeeft is. particularly fiite,,;and aoout an 
inch in length, and in other refpeCl:s.refembling that of harts 
alld gazels. The ears are covered with white hair on the 

infidc: 
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infidc. This animal has no teeth, cxcept~ng in the lower 
jaw. Thefe are eight ill nurnher; thofe .{n tlte middle are 
the broaden, and thev ;\rc likcwife bfOJdC),l at the t\) ') th:Ul 

• • 
they arc near the bafe; thus in number, s well as other 
properties, entirely rcfembling the teeth 0 the gnu. The 
legs are rather fiender, with linall fetlocks and hoofs. M. 
PENNANT, in his SynopJis of i!.!..wdrupeds, p. 37, and 411 his 
H i//ory oj 'Jtuadrupeds, p. 90, calls this be,it the ccF!.'ille an
li/o/>e; ar.d fuppofes that M. FORSKAL, by the baker uaJcb 
of the Arabians, which he places among the anim:t!s of ;[ 
genus hitherto undetermined, means this creature. .Me 
HOUTTUYN likewiCc, by the defcription and nlifcr:thIe draw
illg he has given us in Vo!. III. p. 2 I 3, Plate XXI V. pro
babl y mealls the bartbe'!fl. One may ealily fee that this 
fig ure has fome affinity with the tt'lllamaqama of SEBA, 

Vol. J. Tab. XLIII. which is likcwife very properl y referred 
to by M. PALLAS for the hartbeeft; but I now find that Mr. 
PJ' NNANT looks upon this to be his Senegal antilope: the 
defcriptiol1, however, docs not feeill to agree fo well with 
the figure of Seba there referred to, as withM. D E BUFFON'S 
of tfJibOba, Tab. XXXII. fig: z, t~ which he refers like
wife. he 1keleton and cranIum gIven by M. DE BUFFON 
in Vol XII. Tab. XXXVII and XXXVIlI. under the deno
mination of thofe of the bubal, belong to the hartbeeit; and . , 
from hence . it appears, that the horns are apt to vary in 
this animal. ' May not, therefore, the Senegal and cervine 
.ntilopes of Mr. PENN ANT be, in faa, one and the [.,mc 
animal? Indeed, though I have found the horns of the 
hartbeeit differ from each other pretty much in their ex
ternal [urface, yet it appeared to me that the pofition of 
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them w,s "cry c nlbnt in the very confideroble number of 
them th,t I hay' fcen in Africa. The head of the fig ure 
here annexed, is rather too fman ill proportion to the 
body ; a milh which h , ppened, in the reduCtion of the 
drawing from a l,rger to , Je!l"r fcale ''. 

The large head and high fore-hand, together with the 
afinin:~ ears and tail of the hanheeft, render it one of the 
le,ft h,ndfome of the whole tribe of antiloJlC" Its pace, 
when at full fpeed, appears like a heavy gallop; not with
ftanding which, it runs as faft as any of the other large an
tilopes. When it has in the leaft got a-head of its pur
fuers, it is more apt than almoft any other gazei to tHm 

round frequently while it is flying, and, .Jllaking a n,nd, 
ftare them full in the face. I h,ve already made mention, 
,t page 132 of this Volume, of its falling on its knees, like 
the gnu, when it goes to butt any one. The flefh of it is of 
a fi ne g r,in, and rather dry, but yet of a r ather ag reeable 
high flavour. It is at leaft not fa warfe and dryas that of 
the bunte-bol<. M. DE BUFFON, who, at page 298, feems 
defirous of feparating the hartbeeft from the gazel, goat, and 
all other genera, will, perhaps; nO\,1 be induced, by ,~p.rI has 
been j uft mentioned, to allow that itOllght rather t~ be re-
ferred to the gaze! or antjlope kind. ' ",. " , 

Eland, or Kallp/e Eland, (the' Cape ~/.t)- "'idi, i>bite· r. Vol. 
ll. is a name given by the coloilifts ··to'31p!ities dfgazel which 
is fomewhat larger and c!umfier, 'though, lipon' the whole, 
handfomer th'!Il the '/)(ittbttjl . I h:tve already, had''Occafion in 
VoL r. page I 31,lind V<il. II. page Ttl, 9'6jtI6i l'30, to make 

• T his def<:8 is remedied in the 'prefcJ\t c:diui)n .. 

mention 
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.mention of this animal, and have g iven b defcription and 
drawmg of 1t 111 the .Swedifh TranfactionJ. for 177 9 . 111 
one of the places above referred to~ I have }nentioned, that 
it is called by the Caffre s empo!os ; 1 have J linc" fo und in 
ll1Y nlanufcript notes, that it is likcwifc c'fed by the Dane 
nation pqIJo, and by the Hottentots l'gann. There has not 
been hitherto given any fatisfaCtory defcription or drawi n."; 
of this rare animal, as before this it had never been feen 
by any natmalift. 

I\Ir. P >: NNANT, in the new edition of h is excellent tlif
tor y of Quadrupeds, Vol. I. page 70, h as perfectly well 
cQl:1preh ended my meaning in the Swedilh Tranfa,'tiol1s ; 
but, as well as M. PALLAS , in his Spieil. Zoot. Fa]eie. XII. 
p. I I , has been led by KOL BE into the error of fi xing 
the babit i:~tion of the Cape elk in mountOlinOlls tracts ; 
(vide Fafc. I. Plate XVI.) an error, which h as occafi oned 
that great ·zoologift, M. PALLAS, who had before in Fare. 
I. I. c. made mention of tills animal by the namc of 
OlyX, to change it for that of orcas, (vide FaCc. XII. p agc 
5, 11,17 ,) and afterwards gave the name of ory:¥.: to ano
thert ,~nimal; a circumfiance . which it were to be w i01Cd 
could Ge avoided, on account of the confufion in wh ich the 
multit4ue of names, and more efpecially the alterations of 
them, ffiqft, necelfarily involve the fcience of Batmal h i(
tory. ARer alJ, however, the fact is this, that the el k 
antilope, like the other Jarge fpecics of the gazel k ind, lives 
on the plain~ .a"d in vallies, infiead of the high monntains, 
whither Kq~ has {ent .it, and up which this animal in 
particular would in all probability be too beavy an t! un
widdy to cEmb •. The Comte de B UFFON, Tom. XII. Tab. 
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LX V I. p. 378, ~as delineated the horns extremely well,. 
but has very improperly afcribcd them to the coudou (llelgis 
kocdoe) which i ~' quite i different 311illlal, and of which we 
11,all lay more I~ereafter. 

The figure at\llexcd at Plate I. Vol. 1I. I had an opportu
nity, in nly journey homewards, of drawing fL:om a live elk, 
which had been caught while it was yet a fawn; but though 
it was not quite grown up, and though it was permitted to 
go loofe day and night without the lea!1: re!1:raint or confine
nlcnt, yet it never went away, hut kept very ncar to n)al1-
kind, and about the farm: whence it appears, how cafy 
it would ue to domc!1:icatc this fpecie. of gazel, which, in 
its tame nate, might be more fcrviceable than either horfes 
or oxen, and, in a great lneaf ure, perfonn the offices for 
which hoth thefe animals are ufed; efpecially as this bea!1: 
is f .. id to keep up its Reili without taking much food, for 
the moit part contenting itfelf with l1lfubs and hufhcs, 
which the land is more inclined to prod!)ce than grafs. It 
appeared to me, that the hair in the fore-top and on the fore
head was longer in this than in the tllfee old ones which I 
Caw iliot; on the other hand, thi~ wanted the fmall)'leva
tion, or knob, which the others, and particularly\ one of 
them, had between and behind their horns. . ) 

This ,be.it i. of an aili-colour" ~clinillg ."little towards 
blue, excepting the following parts, whicJt ,are quite black, 
viz. the ,tuft at the end of the tail, the 1kin "'etween the 
fetlocks and the hoofs, .and the thin e~ca: .. ,~'\fle, which 
extends from the nape of ,thejl1limal:s,~ AjI9,fjlg the fpine 
of its back. 

The 
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The horns of this creature, wl:i:cniUs:flhl grawn, are two 
feet long, and of a dark bri:)\vn colouii b¢iri~: t .. -iiled, or form
ing a very confpicuous wreath half w;ry up ,")[11 the bafe,- in 
WhICh they have three fides and three .ritlgcs or ribs} fcpa
rated by the fides from each other; -the -horns afterwanls be
come round and ilraight, excepting that the ti ps of t hem arc 
g radually turned a little foward§ -and inwards. The hi nd
moil ridge near the bafe becomes, in the middle of the 
writhen part of the horn, the middlemoft ridge, and the 
nloft raired; but at its termination again becoming the hind
moil, gradually decreates, and vaniilies at the back of the 
tIpper half of the horn. The illterior and anterior edge 
is the moil obtufe of any, and in fame is quite rounded 

• 
off; the exterior and anterior likewife terminates at top, 
outwards and forwards, fOlllcwhat higher than the others. 
At the bottom of al l, near the bafes of the horn, there "1'
pe,.,s feveral irregular fcabrous amI oblique rings, which 
are tolerably well cxpreffed in the figure of the tobacco 
horn given in Plate I. Vol. I. fig. 3; but after this, the 
fibr~s of the horn take a fpiral form, running over and 
paral:-el with the above-defcribed twiiled angles and fides of 
the h<tn, though ill feveral places a half ring or fGlhrons 
inequ~ity goiug acrofs them is difcoverable. The foreh ea<1 
of this animal is fiat, and tolerably broad at top, in propor
tion to what it is lower down abont the eyes, where it bo
comesvery~aITow. It has a foretop !landing erea, the length 
of its whole forehead. Its nofe is iliarp and pointed. Its 
breall is co~red with -a pa/eare, or loofe [kin, with long h air. 

This animal has a great deal of fat, efpeciall y about the 
heart: from an old male which we gave chafe to and iliot, 
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"-e got {nch a qhantity of fine and tenner fat, a5 we ccmld 
with nifficulty get into a box that would hold about ten 
pounds of buttyr. As at the commencement of our jour
ney homewards through the defert, the hounds we had 
with us had unluckily-devoured our ftock of butter, a far
mer, who ftill accompanied us, ihewed us how to prepare 
the fat from about the heart of the elk, and to ufe it for 
tlreffing viCtuals with, and' for eating on brea{l in the {;imc 
manner as is generally pracUfed with goofe-g reafc and 
hogs-lard. The tafte of it alfo was very fimilar to thefe, 
and to the full as good; and, indeed, if I may be fuppofed 
to have been able to form any judgment of the matter at a 
time. \\'hcn we were fo {harp fet, and in abfcllnte 'want of 
any thing eIfe of the kind, it was ' rather better. The 
l>reaft is likewife extremel y fat, and i. always' looked upon 
as a great delicacy. The fieih is univerfaJly"'af a finer 
grain, more juicy and better tafted than that of the bart
be'!ft. When the elk-anfilopes are hunted, they always rUll, 
if poffible, agailllt the wind, even though the hunter himfelf 
ihould come from that fide, 'and attempt to drive them hack. 
I have "m yfelf feen a molt evidentinftance of this, when 011 

a hunting party with three others. In faG!:, it is fl\'npofed, 
that belOg very fat and purfy, they 'nnd if ealier io fetch 
their breath when they run againll:·tru; ,.vlild; -:'TheY moft
Iy keep together ' iii large heMs, ''afid ' were Juppofed to 
migrate now and tl).eil to thefOuthward; --Hketne fpring
boks, _when any greal' drought; '<lr faihfre -wltli ' refpea. to 
rain and water, happens 'ihici:he' iriteH~'Ot'~eth parts 
of Africa. , jitlU)efore our-<fepaftUr€froin: Agter Brsmtjes
h~gte, fome Hottentots arrive<1 there with the news, that 

they 
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,they had [een, between the two f/ijcb·-n'viers, an infi nite 
llumber of elks, which ju!t at that place turned back again 
:md made towards the north. This piece of intelligence 
was in probability very trlle; for 011 our retnrn homc
,vards, we found fevcral fpots, which hefore were g reeD 

ami covered with herbage, grazed oil:' quite bare, and al
molt as much beaten and trampled under foot, as a pl ace 
of encampment for cavalry. It was ima);ined, that fu eh 
brge h erds as thefe, either would not deign to make way 
for any huntfmen on horfeback, or elfe that the foremoft 
of them could not avoid making fome refiUance, on ac
connt of thofe in the rear preffing upon them. If this 
were the cafe, it would have been a great misfortune for 
our fmall party to have met with this army of quadrupeds, 
as they would, in all probability, h ave jnmped over our 
heads and trod us under foot, in cafe we had not had time or 
room enough to h ave got on one fide out of their way. The 
m ale elks, which are rather aged, and confeql1ently How and 
tard y, keep apart from the reU of the henl; and are generaIll' 
fo fat and heavy, as, in cafe of being chafed, to tire imme
diately on the firU onfet. And indeed; of the elk fpecie" 
the males are always the faitelt and largelt in the h erd, and 
have evidently a fuller neck than the others ; it is like
wife thefe, that the hunter fingles Ol1t and is fure to come 
up with fiift. I have been alfured by feveral people, that 
fome of the .younger and fleeter, but at the fame time fat
ter fort ·of .bucks, will fometimes, when they are hard run, 
drop down dead <luring the chafe ; and :that melted fat, as 
it· were; ·together with the blood, would at that time guO) 
'out of their noftrils. 
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Being on a Imnting-party on our way home, and ob-
1crvillg a young buck of the e1k-antilope {pecies, a farmer 
who was along with us, fent off his {on, a lad about twen
ty years old, as being the lighteft, as well a$ the heft 
mounted of us all, to give chafe to it ; ' and by w doing, pro
cured me likewife no {mall degree -of ple.fure, as long as 
I could get to view the chafe, which was for the fpace of 
more than a quarter of an hour. In confequcnce of their 
diftance from me, and the . great rate at which they wem, 
the legs of the horfe, as well as , thofe of the elk, being 
fcarcely perceptible, both the fportfman-aml his game feem
ed to fwim, or fail, as it were, over the hills and plains, 
while they were mutually endeavouring to get to the wind
ward of each other. In faCt, the young huntfman had 
more than once the advantage in this, pGlint; but in order 
to prolong the pleafure of me chafe, andbuoyOd up by 
the ambitious hopes of being able to tire out his game, and 
afterwards drive it back to us, he purpofely negleCted feveral 
opportunities that offered,of jumping' off his horfe, (as the 
[porternen here are wed to 'oo) and ihooting the flying loe. 
Befides, ,the air WIlS now .liOlerably '~; and in this cafe, the 
animal in general does OQtftrive fo pertinacioufiyto get to the 
windward of its purf uers,as at' other timesrio that1<here have 
beeu inftanees known eYf fpirited an't~~(pKttiuoo:who, 
to their fmgular fatisfaCtion,:a6 wOllHtOr;fl1.e fakeof ,greater 
convenience, have hUllted -dki and,ot~,gazels. -;md driven 
them back, forrnany ,miles tqgtthelyif~:t~p1ains, 

on to their ,own door-$obe&re-~~ ,Jaii~.n.e.t~ iI:'worth 
while to firetheil' .pieOes;,at'fbtllllr' ,~<,w '; _mtoouc 
fportfman; in the fpace eYf aboJ'lttwo;I\Wl'S<he<Jl}l1les .bac.k, 

" wearied 
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,,,eaned and.confufed, and pleading in his1excufe that, hav
'ing fired at the beaft and wounded it, though not mortal
ly, it had efcaped .into a cluCe thicket, while he was occu
pied in adjufiing his faddle, which had got loofe; together 
with other e1Mes Qf that nature. He Iikewife added, th at 
while he was chafing the animal, he could plainly perceive 
a bloody froth e.:fuding from.its neck, along with the white 
foam which appears on moil: animals on theil' being hard 
run. This exfudation, or fweating of hlood, does not ap
pear to me in the leafr hnprohable; however, I will not 
by any means pledge myfelf for the truth of it; as, being 
fo very unufual a circumftance, it muft have been feen at 
a [malleI' diftance, and confirmed hy the teftimony of feve
raJ, befure it could be .thought credible. Every body, how
ever, in. this country was firmly of opinion, (and, as it 
appears to me, . not without feafon) that although game of 
this kind, and hunted almoft as Jlard as this, might deal'e 
for the prefent, they would )lowever foou after grow ftiff 
in their joints and die ;01' at 103ft be fo difabled, that the 
next. time they were chafed either by fportfmen or wild 
beafrs, they would the .. eafier bea>me a prey 10 them. The 
cafeis quiteotherwifewith horfes, which arc prevented by their 
mafiers from drinking. or from being Gtherwife oooled too(oon, 
WheIHhcy"u'Invann. ~ever'helefs, almoftall horfes which 
have <been.:mJ,ich .u1j::d in hunting, are pcetty Inuch Ij,avin-
00, ·and,~m.~. ·arever:y ftijf in their joiots, and 1I0w in 
tbeir " ~~n. previoully ',$O their being .taken out a 
bwuing' '"IIPiI't,they ,have.il>eeo.. rode.out a little, and their 
limbs, by,tbis;'~ans,~.pliable.QJJe of ' our com
pany had . .alarge,horie,· ',but .as thin ru; a grey-honnd, which 
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was very much foundered; This horfe, however, when 
it hat! got warm, was one of the (wifteft 1 ev:er,fet eyes on . 

Neither are thefe hunting-partics without their difficul
ties, and even lbnger for the hunters themfelves; as belides 
tI"t they cannot help fomctimes being carried .by.theirhorfes 
through· coppices and thickets, (in which cafe iheir legs are 
fcratched, and the !kirts of .their· coats torn by the hufhes) 
and are obliged to leap over pits. and rivulets, neither can 
they entirely avoid linking now and then into the holes 
and fubterraneous paffages, which. are dug in the earth by 
the various kinds of animals I have defcribed above. In 
chaling the elk-antiinpe near little F!/h river in our way 
home on the firft of February, I had the misfortune to 
have my horfe, which was galloping full fpeed, link into 
the ground with his fore feet; in confequence of .which he, 
as it appeared to me and my companions ' in me chafe, 
tumbled over head and heel, (gat over de kop.) I m y
felf was thrown, with my gun in my hand, to a great 
diftance from him, and wasparticulady hurt in hath my 
wrifts, of which I had not the perfe6t ufe for a long time. 
The gun, though it was .<:Qc\l'ed, did not go off in the fall. 
As foon as my hone .came. up, he galloped . home again to 
our waggons, which were infight, fa that I had the ad
ditional mortification of being obliged . to .. return on foot; 
a circwnftance, which, in the 'cafe of . hunting the buffalo 
or . me lioIl, might bave beell: " attended.,.wi!h~U wone 
confequences. My ,.companiol\S,;.,were",fo ·"eagel';"and . in
tent on the .. chm" . mat ,the,y,:a,ll ;;\~'! GIl . wifuwa;,giving 
themfelvcs the ·tro1-lble, to ,fce",~~er ,L'II(an/ed any ,help 
or BPI' 

The 
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The elk-anti/opes, however, arc none of them fo fleet as 
the bartbegls; the hide likewife of the neck,· particularly of 
that of the male, is thicker and tougher than either the hide 
of this latter or that of the common ox; and is looked up
on,· next to . .the·butfalo'shidc, to be the find! for halters for 
oxen, traces for waggons, field-OlOes, and filch like ufes. 
The female has horns; like the male, but fmaller; though 
they, as well as thofe of the male, are ufed by the Hot
tentots, both nlen and women, for tabatea-pipes, in the 
manner I have ·before mentioned at page 230, Vol. I. (fee 
likewife Plate I. fig. 3. of the fame volume.) There is no 
porus febaceus, or ceriferus, at the corner of the eye of this 
animal, as there is in the eye of the gnu and of the bart
bee)l. 1 obferved a very lingular circumfbnce in the lall 
elk we filot, which was, that on each fidt of its eight front 
teeth, there was a cartilaginous procefs exactly refembling 
a tulk. Thefe proceifes were fomewhat flexible and daftic; 
in fact, they did not feem at all adapted to maftication, fq 
that it was difficult to conjecture for what purpofe they were 
inten.dcd by nature. In the live young elk that I made a 
drawing ot~ it did not·. once enter into my thoughts to 
examine how things . were fituated with refpect to this 
procefs. 

Koedoe is the name given by the colonifts to a beautiful 
tall gaze/with long and !lender (hanks, which . is larger, 
though much .Jefs c1umfy and heavy, than the elk-anti/ope. 
The horns,tOQof.the koedoe, . befides that the fpiral twift on 
thenNs .mO~.decply embofied, . aad is embellifhed with a 
fingul~l1.y. prDmiuent edge,or rib, are twice as long as the. 
horns of $he elk. M. DE BUFFON, who has feen the horns. 
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only of both thefe animals, has, as I have already men
tioned, mifcalled the Gape-elk by the name of <TJudau; 
which however properly belongs to the animal · r am now 
defcribillg, whofe name he has, illftead of this,· diltorted 
to (OI1Mma; a circumftance which · pmbably· procetdcd 
frOI\\ the letter to which M. 'BUFtON> teiero ... ·hl1vihg been 
ill written, or elfe from his having made'" mift.lte inread
ing it; fo that either in one cafe or ··the other, they turned 
the ·letter u in caudau topfr turvy, and made an If of it. 
He was obliged to alter the .termination alfo, otherwife we 
fhould have had twO very dilleren! animals with the fame 
name. By this means, likewife, the e/k-afltilape ran the 
rilk of wearing the long ftatel), horns of the lIoedoe. 

Neither has M. HOUTTUYN been mOre fortunate in his 
Natuurlyi# Hiflorie, Vol. ·m. p. z 67, in which 'he daffes 
them with the fheep. Exrel>ting the horns, the whole of 
the figure he has given in Tab. XXVI. 1. c. is good for 
nothing. Our great countryman LINNA:US has been fa far 
milled, as to .refer to it in 'his Syflem af Nature for the 
figure of the flVis ,jlrLpjictr'M ;!hough the body they 
have put to the homs (which, howeVer, never belonged to 
it) is certainly not like tllllt''Of a · lh~p. A better figllre is 
given in the Nauv. ·D4crip. du Gap de B. F.jpera1ICC, page 
41). +9., .the author· of which' affures us, that it .was taken 
from the life.·' fu·the mem tittie ··r m\lft ronfefs, that I 
had · no cognizant'C>whatever tJfi1he beard": ·f will not ven
ture, hoWcver; to (\ifputethe poibt!,ei'y·;.ti!nilcitiiill,.. 'It!.J faw 
thefe animalsati've bnMwice,iit'-1!f~af:;m"'Hut1tiog 
(!I,peditions. thlNgh, indeed; .· thatt*-,-#t"J1eItgm,t''diII'!tnt:e; 
M •. 'P>u.LASt who liaibexa~:,tti ;had' of 'li,itt:ii'ldoe, ' re-
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'Porks in Spic. I. p. 1-17, that the "oedoe has no beard, 
and therefolle cannot be the capra anonyma .of KOLBE. 

Mr. PENNANT, who in his H(/Iory of ~ladrupedI, Vol. 1. 
p. 77, has accurately defcribed the Koedoe under the name 
of · the jlripsd antjlope from feveral !kins of this animal, 
and who refers tjJ ·the above-mentioned figure in the Nouv. 
De/eript. du Cap, as being a good one, is quite filent with 
rcfpeCt to the beard. I have fame time before a/ferted in 
the Sweclifh TranfaCtions for 1779, p. 157, that the male 
of the liotdoe had no horns; a circum france which had 
not been remarked before by any zoologift, and which I 
would wHh to confirm in this place; with the additional 
remark, that the poruI ceriferuI, which in a number of ga
zelr to placed below the eye, is wanting in the koedoe. 
Concerning this point I a/fured m yfelf, by infpecting the 
body of a fawn of one of the .animals immediately after 
it was {hot. 

The predominant colour in this fawn's !kin, which I 
brought home with me, is a rully brown; the ridge of the 
back is likewife partly inclined to brown and partly to white; 

"but the firipes which go from it -downwards, to the number 
of eight or nine, are wbite; the hind part of the belly is of a 
white colour, which extends itrait downwards on the fore 
part of the · hind legs in lhe form of a white lift, terminat
ing a hand's breadth above the hoof.; but directly above 
them on all the four fcct ·there is a white fpot, compofed, 
as it were, of·two·; the fetlock-joints are extremely fmall, and 
the part below .eaCh 1)f them·is of a brown colour. On the 
breaft · again, there are 1ike'wife fame dark brown marks. 
The forehead aou the foi:C part of the nofe are brown, 
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the lower lip is \vhi'te, and there is fome white bn the up
per lip, on the knees, lnd on each fide 9f ' tnt' fore legs'; a 
,white llripe half an inch long runs fon.faril 'from ihe in
ternal angle 'Of each eye, and thefe ftripes ' ollnofi' meet to
gether jult above the nofe; upon each 'of the cheek-bones 
there are two 'fmall white fpots; ' tne inrier "edges: of "the 
ears are covered with white 'hairS~' Klid' tlfe "l'per part of 
the neck is adorried With ~br6wll ntanc' ':n inc,li 19n9, 

From the tall andflender form of the Roedol, I had'con
ceived it to be a very fwift-footed anitnal; but I )lave been 
"ifured by two colonifis, that in this refpea 'it is not only 
very milderate, but likewife foon tires; fo that it is more 
eafil y overtaken by the hounds than any other gaze!: on 
the other hand, the males with their long horns '"cfcnd 
,themfelves with great fpirit 'againfi their foe, when 1:i'; come, 
' to c10fe quarters with them.. I cannot by any ineans fup
pofe, that the large horns of the male are the caufc of its 
'running fo fiowly; for the 'female, which is free from this 
burthen, is not looked' upon to be fwifter of foot than the 
male': fo that I 'cantlot ' conceive the reafon, why nature 
,has deYaied 'her 'the' powCfof extricating herfclf from dan
:gcr,-'both ,by mean's of her head and of her feet. 

On the z9th of January" 'being oli our way homewards, 
,\ve caine very,'c1(ife" upon feven or eight koedoes, one of 
'which, nOt, placing any ' de~ndence on its legs, fled for 
ref\;~:1ntd the'!iver,where)it got entangled in the weeds 
'aild 'gfafsthat' Boatee' on <th,!'{urfuci, "anCl' 'waS ' feiz~ and 
'worried,'tO delrth' liy'\b'Ur 'hOliiftls\; " ~fterwafas two of our 
~tots: fwam<lOie,' ;,arlil;,lCUt"(,ff''lfe'lllt'aI flice$' fr&m'it. 
'j -fOilhi:l'thelleih iriUclilof Jrtie'1ime niitu'ie ~-ith''that' of the 
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lJartbeff!, but the marrow· was, at leaft in· my opinion, ex
iremely delicious. The koedoe is faid to live more on 
1hrubs and bulhes, than any ot the other gazels I have be
fore mentioned. A fpartfman, in whofe prefence I was 
making mention of ·the cartilages of the elk-antilopc which 
reremble tuiks, informed me, that the koedoe had pro
~e(fes exa61:ly of the fame kind. 

Another of the larger kind of gaze/ at the Cape, is 
known by the name of gemJe-bok, or cbamois. How im
proper an appellation· this is in many <efpe61:s Dr. FORSTER 
has already taken notice, in his Voyage round tbe World, 
Vol. 1. page 84. The horns are very well delineated in 
BUFFON, Tom. XII. Tab. XXXllI. Fig . 3. and there is a 
beautiful figure of the whole animal in the Nou'il. Defeript. 
page 56, where the name of paJan, which had been given 
it by M. DE BIIHON, is retained. M. PALLAS, who, in 
his Spic. Zool. Fafc. I. pag. 14. hath called it the alltilope 
bezoartica, has thought proper to alter the name in his 
Fafc. XII. page 16 and 17, to that of antifope oryx. Mr. 
PEN~ANT has defcribed this gaze/ under the denomination 
-or Egyptian, vide his Synopjis of ~adrupeds, page 25; and 
his H!f/. of ~adrupeds, p. 67. M. HOUTTUY N Iikewife 
by his Fig . I . Tab. XXIV. which LINNJEUS refers to for 
his capra gazeUa, probablY meant the Cape chamois. In 
all probability, this animal is peculiar to the north-weftern 
part of the colony; for in the traCts of country I travelled 
through, I neitherfaw nor heard any thing of it_ At Cape 
Town, however, the horns are not· very fcara. · I have one 
\lI1der·my care ·in the cabinet of the Royal Academy, which 
is of a blacltilh colour, about three feet long, and almoft 
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perfdUy firait, the lower half of it at the filme time being 
di1l:ingui£hed by twenty or more craggy wayy rings pr<>,
jeeting above the furface. The upper half is fmooth, and 
goes ofr tapering by degrees to a £harp point, the diameter 
of the bafe b~ing about an inch and a half. In other re
fpeCts, this creature is defcribcd both by Mr. PENNANT, 

and in the above-mentioned compilation, as beiI.g of an 
.£h colour fomewhat inclining to red; the belly, legs, and 
face are white; but the fpaces ju1l: before and round about 
the horn,together with the fore part· of . the upper extre
mity of the nofe, and the lower part of the forehead, are 
black, or hlack bordering 1lpoll brown; there .Ifo goes 
from the eyes to the chin a brownifh black firipe, which 
is connected by another of Ihe farne kind wilh the above
mentioned fpol on the ,m,fe ?nd forehead. This animal is 
likewife faid to be of :a dark tolour on the fhoulders, a little 
on the fore part of the legs, on thofe parts where the bell)' 
terminates in tbe fides, . on the ,tail itfelf, and .11 along tbe· 
hack andJhe neck. The tail feems to reach to the hocks, 
nnel the hoofs appear to he ,.of no uncommon lcngt h; fo, 
at leaft,. they arc repnefented in the figures alluded to 
ahove. 

KOLBE'S defcription of. rus elk (qlle.d the e!elld- tbier in 
the German edition, 'po 14-5,) anfwer. \letter in j(llne fort 
to this ;f{{lzcl than to that which is achlally known at 
the Cape by this name, and of whilOh I have · given a 
.1efcriplioD; but whichever of ~hefe two, it is ·thatKoLJJR 
means, his delCdptiOQ . ill faulty . ·at ~ evel)t.s, .~u" the 
weight he mentiQlls. viz. 400 Ib, is U!).<ler tbj:l ·real ,>.veight 
of · me animal. . BIlt be that as it ,will. , 1~1'll isi. the molt 
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l:nanifeft · ahfnr<1ity in KOLT~ F.'s affcrtioll, that an a:1im:iJ of 
fnch a weig ht as thi s 1l1ould he cmght in a {j)ri n.s~ wi th ;, 
fJuall con:l, and drawn 111' into the air. 

The blaamv-bok is a1fo one of the large fpecics of c~,' '''r.', 
',,"hieh, probahly, are onl y to he tiHllld in the f:une diHri ..:-t 
\Vjth the ... 'Jazel juil defcribed; excepting , perhaps, a till6 ~c 
nne, which may happen now and then by grc:lt chance to 
Ihay from thefe parts: for at Krakeel-ri" 'er, I Lmnd !i,c' 
had prefcrved a /kin of this anilna!. The eolom of th' , 
creatnre when alive is {.1id to rcfelnhle tInt of hlue velvet, 
but when it is cl c:l.d it is of :l. IC:ld colour. There is a 
beautiful fig ure of it by the l1:lmc uf the 7zeiran, to he 
feen at p. 58 of the compilation I have frequently refcrrc<1 
to. On this fuhj eCt the reader may Iikewifc turn to Mr. 
PE N N" A NTIS blue' altti/ope, and M. PALL ,\S'S anti/ope / euco
l'btCa; being thus called hy the latter gentleman, from the 
circumftance of its being marked with a Jorge \vhite fpot 
jult before and beneath each eye. The hairs on the belly are 
long and white; the tail is !hart; the horns go backwards 
~,a curve, being decorated with about twenty-four rings 

' ·to three-fourths of their height; but the uppermoft quar
ter is finooth, and goes off tapering by degrees to a point. 

The bttnte-bok, (the painted DC pied goat) called by Mr, 
PENNANT the barnejfed anti{ope~ and 'by M. PALLAS an/i
lope /criPltI., I have already mentioned in Vol. I, page 129, 
as being fomewhat lefs than the bartbed!; and again at 
page '1.77. as being larger than the b()/cb-bok. The bunte
bok is not to be fotmd any fartber to the eaftward' of tbe 
Cape than Zwellmdam; but a farmer who had been in the 
couutry of 'f'ambuki informed me, that he had !'here again 
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feen bunte-baRs, though fomewhat different from the above
mentioned. 

The gnu, which I have defcribed above at pagesl 3', 151, 
and 175, and have given the figure of in Plate II. of this 
,"olume, 1 reckon, \V ith frill greater confidence than I did be
fore, among the large gazels of Africa; finee induced by the 
arguments I have made ufe of to thi~ purpofe in the Swedifh 
TranfaCtions, the great Englifh PLiNY, whofe admirable 
Hiltory of Quadrupeds I have fo often quoted in thefe fheets, 
has likewife thought proper to refer the gnu to the gaze! 
kind. 

To the (maller African g{/;~els, (which, indeed, has been 
already treated of) having no porns ceriferus underneath 
the eye, belong the following: 

The bqfch-bok, or anlif"" • .Jjlvatica, cornibus ereilis juvtri
guelris fpiralibus, corpore fuJco, alba macula/a, cauda brroijJi
mao This .nim.lIhave alreadyfpoken of at page 270,VOJ.!. 
and have given the figure of it in Plate VI. of this volume. 
As the fpeeific difference of the other gazels which are 
better known than this in the refpeCtive defcriptioll5 of each 
of them, or may be found in fome of the authors there 
quoted, I ehoofe to omit the infertion of them here, in 
order to avoid prolixity; particulary as it would be of no 
fcrvice, excepting with refpetl: to the making out of tbe 
nomenclature of the whole genuo_ 

The fpring-boH, or the bounding goat, (vide page 83 to 
page 90, and Plate V.·of this VOlume) is called by M. PAL
).AS, in his Fafc. XII. page 1.5, the ilntik>pe pygilrgus. 

Befides the gazels above-mentioned, there are feveral 
others of wbich I am not able to give the zoologifrswgood 
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an account as they may require' of me. I conceive, ncvcr
'thelefs, that the enumer;.~ing of them here will not he 
wholly ufelefs,. as by this· means the attention of naturalift, 
and travellers· ltl,¥ qe turned to them in a particular man
ner, fo that fome light may at length be thrown on this 
principal branch of zoology, which has been hitherto fo 
much involved in. <larImef.. Thefe animals are the fot
lowing. : 

The ree-bok is a gregarious anima!, t,m·feet in height. 
The predominant mlour of it is an aili-colour, f0mewhat 
refembling that of a hare, but a little inclining to red ;. the 
belly and anus are white, as well as the lmdcr part of the 
tail, which is very iliort;. the horns are black, quite Ilraight, 
and in polition, form and fubO:ance, very like thofe of the 
.~emJe bol<, but are harely a foot long, and proportionally 
very fmall, confequently very taper at the end and 111arp
pointed; for which rcafon the Hottentots frequently keep 
them by them, and ufe them as awls or bodkins for tho 
pnrpofc of boring holes, when they make or repair thei .. 
:{hoes or cloaks. Tp...e hair lik.ewife of this creature feems 

tObe fofter and finer than common. The fie!h of it i, 
dry, and is accounted. worfe than that of any othcr.gozel. 

This animal was not uncomnl0u in 1lotleJ1!alS Holland., 
Artaquas-kloof, and Lange-Hoof. . J muO: own,)lOwever, that 
I have drawn up the account I have juO:givcn of this animal, 
from memory only, as I had the. misfortune to lofe the 
original defcriptioll, together with the drawing; In a 
journey like mine, loires of this kind :11'C not to be won
dered at. At times, when I was wet through with hea\-y 
thowers of rain, or in confequcn<e of having forded a ri-

ver, 

1716. 
January. 
VyV 



~ ~ ~ "" . 

1 ~ I\ \i;lrY " 

'-"""'-' 

A v 0 Y A '0 t 'I'b Tin 

wr, a popel" or two that 1 had ahotlt me,' 'n1nft noceffal"i1y 
hayc heen in the [,me predicament, The overturning of 
our waggon likcwifc, cfpecial1y at night, I' wh1th happene·<1 
J.t two different times, was of no great fervice to my col .. 
leuions, particularly to my infeCts. 

The "iet, or reed ree-bo!.:, I Caw but once, and then ' I 
hod but a hafty glimpfe of it, as it ran by me, This was 
during m y rcfidence at Agter Bruntjes-boogte, ana it was 
there only that I heard any mention of this creattlre. It 
generally keeps concealed 'among the reeds and marihy 
places, and is thought to reCemble a little the animal laft 
defcribcd, from which two circumftances it has obtained 
the name it bears. It is, however, twice as big as the 
ree-bok; they are monogamous, or keep only in pairs, and, 
if I remember right, the females are faid to be without 
horns. 

Notwithftanding all the prefents and offers I have made 
to my correfpondents at the Cape, they have not yet ful
filled their promifes of fending me the !kins of thefe two 
animals, which are probably a Cpecies of the capra or GA:: 

ZEL genus, hitherto entirely unknown. 
The v/aij/een-bok was the name given at Agter Bruntjes

boo,,~te to animals (probably of the gazel kind) two feet in 
height, which uCed, in Come fort, to herd together on the 
vlahtens, or plains, though for the moft part difperfed and ' 
at a diftance from each other. 'I ' likewife fin" this crea~ 
ture twice on my jOlirney homeward' through 'the'defert. 
Though, when at a certain diftanee, it 'did not ~ppear in 
the leaft fuy, it always took care, however, not to' 'tetany 
of us ' come within gun-fuot of it. It tnlift 'canfequetltly 

be 
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be hunted down on horfeback, except the ground is too 
ftoney and rough. The colour of it was "very paJe-red or a 
moufe-colour, (colore m.uino) on which account it was like
wife £aid to be called by fame the bleck-bok, or vaal ree-hol. 
It is more c1umfy -and unwieldy than the ret-boll, and in its 
form more refembles the animal commonly called the jleen
bok at the Cape • .. 

The· animals called by the coloniUs jlecn-bok, glys-bok~ 
duy"er-~l, and lJipJpringer, are abont two feet high, be
ing probably of the gaul kind, and are not uncommofll 
near the Cape. But for this very reafon, and in confe
quence of my having been frequently impeded hy my bo
tanical refearches; I deferred the inveftigation of theiC ani
mals till it was too late, as my departure filr Europe look. 
place much fooner than I expected . It is fame confolation. 
to me, however, to reflect, that this Iofs may eafily be re-· 
paired; =d, indeed, more than repaired, by fomebocly elfe : 
perhaps we may expect that favour from Mcms. FORSTERS,. 

who, when at the Cape, were engaged in making. draw
ings, . together with accurate c1efcriptions of thefe quadru
peds; for which reafon Iikewife, I even thea conlidcretI 
m y refcarches into this matter as being. the morc {uper
fiuous. In the mean time, however. I mult "bferve, that I an1; 
perfeCtly oonvinced that thefe animals are of fpecies dillinct 
from each other, the females of which have no· horns ;. amI. 
if I remembe£ right;. they ha'le all a pOrtiS cedfems below 
the eye, .eiocc;pt, according to what I " 'as told,. the duyker-. 
110ft. X¥ fiefu· ·too of !lris laft animal was alio·faid to be "cry 
dry ~ t""gb,._.wh<;o £omp:l1'cd with t)lat of the· others,. 
which. 1 ta!U:d gf. and which appeared to me,_ with rcfpcct 
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to the high flavour and drynefsof the meat, to bearlOlm: 
rcfcmblance to the fleth of the hare • 

The jleen..bok is of arcMin. colour, with a white fpot 
over its eyes, and's probably a vari6ty of Mr. PENlW'ANT" 

red antilope. Hift.ofQuacJrupeds, page76. 
The g.rys-bok is of a greyi/h colour, with black ears, and 

.a large black fpot round the eyes, being probably the A. 
Gri1Jmlia. Spiei!. ZooL 1. p . . 8. Tab. 1lI. 

The k/ipJpringer is of a light red colour, inclining to yel
low, and intermix.ed with black ftreaks; the tips and edges 
of its ears are black. The tails of thefe .animals were very 
rhort .; the horns of all the males, if I rememb~r right, are 
r"ther lhOl1:cr than their ears, being in fome meafure frraight, 
and atthe fame time round,fdiooth, /harp-pointed, black, and 
franding at a great difrance from each other, though pro
babl y they vary in their p<>fition. The klip'!pringer has ob
tained the name it bears, from the circumftance of its run
ning with the greateft volocity, and making large bounds 
even on the fteepeft precipices and in the moft rocky places; 
Co that, like the other two, it cannot be eaftly caught with 
hounds. In this relj>ect it refembles Mr. PENNANT'Sjiv1!t 

anti/ope, I. c. As for the duyker-bok, or diving goat, I 
have only had a lingle glimpfe of it. The colour of it 
{eemed to be dark brown, and its manner of running in the 
higheft degree lingular; as the animal would make. a bound 
.at intervals, riling in its leap with its ntck erect, and in its 
defeent bringing it down between its legs, ~nd then conti
nuing its courfe on the ,grr;lUnd.. 'this, perhaps, ampDg the 
bu/hes, had the appearance of diving. and g~'ie rife to it. 
J)ame~ 
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ApeJ, nr haboons, refide in confiderahle numbers in the 
woody part of the mountain, at the foot of which runs 
little Yifch-rivie,.. They are faid to have 10llg canine teeth 
or miks, and to. be very fwift of foot, nimble, Hrong, and 
<lifficult to kill, fo that they will fometimcs even force the 
tigers to quit their hold, and part with their lives to the 
hounds at a dear rate. On this account the colonilts are 
not very fond of hunting them. One day, however, when 
feveral baboons made their appearance very near the farm 
where we were lodged, ' I perfuaded my hoH to fet his dogs 
upon them. One of thefe haboons, which feemed rather 
in years and inaCtive, and perhaps was not able to reach 
the mountains fo foon as the reft, took refuge in a low tree 
-down in the ' plain. My piece was at this time loaded with 
what they call Jlcen-bok l11ot, or {hot about the fize of a 
common pea; and with thefe, at the diltance of fifteen 
paces only, I hit the animal in the left breaft; not with
ftanding which, the creature, though rportally wounded, 
w'as able to ftay in the tree feveral minutes, and during 
th\t time did not utter ' the leaft cry or groan. At laft, 
when it was obliged to quit its hold on the tree, the 
<logs fell upon it before it came to the ground. I now 
found that there was very good foundation for what I had 
been formerly told, viz. that there ,vas no fpeeies of hunting 
in which the dogs fuew fo much fury and malice as in the 
{Ohafe of monkies or baboons ; ours having wounded the 
animal in a moll: terrible manner, before they could be 
made to 'l}Iit it.. The' head of this 'creature very much re

:femi>led ' that of a dog, and its tnfks were about half an 
-inch long; the colour c.f the hair was a J'ellow,fu brown; 
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the tai l waS nearly as long as the body,and was terminated 
by a tllft of h air, fa that in this refpeGt it refernbled the tail 
of the lion. The whole length of the animal from head 
to foot Was five feet; its colour was the common baboon 
('olonr, or a mixture of yellow and brown~ It is probable, 
that this baboon is the jimin cynocephalus of the Syflema 
Nat",·d'; though the cauda jloccoJa of this · animal is not 
taken notice of in the dijJerenNIl jpecifica, as the tails of 
fuch monkies as are . kept in a ftate of ·confinement are 
ufually cut filort by their keepers. In the courfe of my 
journey I accidentally faw a young baboon or two with crop
ped tails, which were kept chained up, and were faid to 
be natives of tho Cape colonies; but they had not a dog's 
nofe and large tufks like this, fG that they probably form
ed a diftinct fpecies ; neither had they fueli a dark colour 
as Mr. PENNANT defcribes in his utjint baboon, which he 
fuppores came from the Cape. The fkin of the monkey 
I had that, had been too ill ufed by the dogs to be worth 
preferving; but curious to know, what this animal, in· fa 
many refpects refembling the human race, fed upon in}l..!$ 
wild ftate, I opened his ftomach, and found it filled with 
a fubftance like fpinach, cut fmall and ftewed: this ani
mal, in all probability, eats likewife certain ·bulbs and roots, , 
like the Bo/hies-men; though at that ·time at ·le.ft, its diet 
did not appear to confift of a mixture of different fubftances, 
neither fruit nor berries of any fGrt bei11g to be fouod in 
thefe ~s, at leaft not in that quantitY lIa to deferveto be 
ranked among the articles on whiCh thefe'animals fub4fited. 
They were not in the leaft fufpeded :of Iiving,upon .,u\imal 
food; 1>efides, it 1$ well };.nowD, that m;my ·fort. -of 1IlOIl-

5 . ties. 
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. I.'.iei., wilen in ·a frate . of confinement, are fed only with 
vegetables, and upon filCh food are brilk and lively; for 
which reafollt as one can fcarcely entertain fo ill an opinion 
of M: DE BUHON, coniidering him as a naturaliil: and author 
of a confiderable number of large volumes on the fubjea of 

• zoology, as to fnppofe him ignorant of the circumil:ance of 
moil: of the monkey tribe obferving in general a vegetable 
diet, or of the great refemblance between the vifeera of 
thefe creatures and thofe of man; for this reafon I fay, it 
;.. difficult to conceive, what could induce th,is celebrated 
author to aff'ert, that animals which have only one flomach 
and 1hort inteftines, are obliged, like man, to fc-ed upon 
fie1h? LeI {mimaux qui liont qui'un I!/Iomac, tt Ie! in
II!/Iins courtI, Jimt forceI, comme I'bomme, a jt nouYrir de 
cbair. (BUFFON, Tom. VU. p. 36.) 

In faa, muft it not likewife inevitably follow from this 
pofition, that the rhinoceros and horfe, which,· in like man
ner, have one flomach, with inteftines very iliort in pro
l:l>rtion, ihould be obliged, .like man, to live upon fie1h I 
Mrr. DE BUFFON, indeed, in order farther to enforce his 
opinion, advifes us, 1. c. to compare the bowels of ani
mals with each other: but to fay the truth, it is, very un
fortunately for him, precifeJy this CDmparifon, which when 
mad4! between man, t1~e ape, the rhinoceros, and the horfe; 
or ag~n, . ~tw~ the diminutive fruaivorous ape, jaimiri, 
Tom •. XV. II1ld .th~ carnivorons aninaals tjle (01l%U(11 and 
lynx, Torn. IX. 0.: tAe · wolf, Tom. VlI. militates ag.inil: 
hi~. ,· W,e)ikew.ifj: 141<1 tlJis leal'llecl authOr, who is him
thlf, ~~ tonderof~al than uf vegetable food, at 

pa&e3.1,.,;&QII.r.b,e.fQlJow:ing pag~s uf 1;om. Yll. urging in 
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the il:rollgeil: manner the indifpenfible neceffity that mall
kind is under of taking animal food; anc! in one phce he 
hrc:lks out ill this manner, " Were man reduced to the 11e

c(/jily of IiviJ~~ on bread and veg etables a/one, h" would 
/caF[C~V be able to Ji'P}>ortlife in a ~veak anti Iqngu!JI,il,:; con
dition." From affcrtions like thefe one is aln10it induced to 
fufpcct, that this ample and voluminous hiil:ori. n of the 
animal kingdom, has acquired but a flight and fuperfi ci al 
knowledge of the human race; and that, preferring elo
quence and paradox to folid argument, h e is at any time 
more likely to adopt faHhood and error, than to arrive at 
truth: for, allowing that the B romj)Js, who live without 
animal food, arc rather, as M. DE BUFFON will have it, a 
particular fect thall a peculiar race of people, ftill, however, 
they are men, who live and propagate their fpecies, and 
are certainly by no means in a weakly and debilitare<1 ftate, 
I have been told, that a g reat part of the poor in China 
fubfift, and that tolerably well, upon rice alone, The lower 
dars of inhabitants in the South-Sea, (the Tataus) and even 
thofe of the higher d aff"cs, ufed to beg m eat of us, as it 'l'as 
a great rarity with them; and though many of thefe could 
very felctom get at an y fiih, and even that bnt in fm all 
quantities, they nevertheJefs throve very well on this chiefly 
vegetable diet, and were fo ftont anJ robuft as, not to men
tion other proofs of their ftrength, for the fake of a glafs 
bead or a n ail, frequentl y to <Iifpute with each other which 
of them lhouJd carry fame of u s carnivorous Europeans 
on their backs over places; which we could not have other
wife palfed without being wet-ihod. . This 'office. they per
formed fo well, as never on(;e to ftumble in pretty rapid 
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fire.ms with rough gravelly bottoms, though at the fame 
time the water reached up to their middles, and we fate a
firide upon their fhoulders with our guns it! our hands. 
The wretched i!land, called Eajler IjIantl, is a very con
"incing proof, that human nature can acclifiOln itfelf to be 
content with very little nourifllment; for thongh we wa1k
cd '1uite acro[, the i!land, and explored a confidera!>le part 
of it, we could fee no luore than one little boat, which, by 
the by too, was very much patcherl up and cabled; neither 
could we find timber enough to mak.e another like it; fa 
that I do not know what could induce Capt. COOK to a/linn 
that they had three or four boats. Neither did we obfcrve 
an y kind of fifhing-tackle in the leaft, nor an y figns, that 
the inhabitants were ufed to get their food from the fea or 
its {here. They had, indeed, fome cocks and hens, lmt 
as t heie were but fmall and very tame, and at the fame 
time fu far from being numerous, that we fcarceJy f..'1W 

fifty of them in a place containing feven or eight hundred 
r>&.;ple, we may with great propriet y affcrt, th at there 
:.v:":e many perfons in this i!land who fnbfil led ;:Imoft, if 
not ,]Uttc,. without animal food of any kind whatfoc\'cr. 
There were fame roots there, it is true; but as thefe were 
!lot extremely plentiful, and are held in abhorrence in tl:c 
other illands, I do not know, whether the rc;;;.(ons given. 
b y Capt. COOl< are fufficient to i nduce olle to fuppo(c, that 
the inhahitants of this i!land ufed them as food; and in 
cafe they .did, they would fddom be able to make a I:(ood 
meal of them. It is true, that thefe people.- were ollnoft 
all of them ·lank and lean; ,but then it mna he confi dered 
liJr.ewife, that there was al(o. a. very great fcartity of vege-

tables ; 
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,,,6. t ahles ; as the vegetable· produce ·of the whole country 
.I ;\I\U,II'Y· 
~ .hardl y confilted of twenty plants, amoog which the pifang, · 

yams, fweet potatoes, and the fugar canc, were the chief 
articles which it appeared to me they could make ufe of. 
On the other hand, thcfe people were agile, and as 
fwift as goats, and fcerned to be very healthy. Their 
ft rength was not put to the trial; but that their "egetable 
food (lid not make them tardY in the performance of the 
C yprian rites, an efietl which M. DE BUFFON, at page 33, 
feems willing to attribute to it, the reader may be eafily 
convinced by pcrufing Dr. FORSTER'S defcription of the 
Melfalin.-like temperament of the womCII. One of thefe, 
who had {wam to our !hip, when it was at a great diftance 
from the !hOTe, was faid, within the fpace of a few hours, 
to have fuffered the embraces of feventeen of our failors 
and marines, before Ihe fwam again to land. 

By way of farther refuting M. DE BUFF ON'S alfertion 
with refpetl to the indifpenfable neceflity of an animal diet, 
that in the Society Iflands the inhabitants had no great I[ u
perfluity of meat for themfelves, much lefs had they!any 
fi!h oi: flefl1 to beftow on their dogs; fo that thefe creatures, 
which, according to M. DE DUFFON, particularly came un
der the denomination of carnivorous animals, might very 
properly be faid to be fed almoft, if not entirely, on vege
table food alone. I had ·no reafon; however, to look upon 
them as being feeble and weak; though, on the other 
hand, the roaftedones which now and ·then appeared at 
our table, as well as· at thofe of ,the ·'Principal -inhabitants, 
were convincing jll'Oofs of their 'being .fat and in good con
dition. Mor-eover, /inee our bounds in' .Earope"wltiCJh 
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certainly belong more properly than man to the clafs of 
carnivorous animals, are often nouri{hed for a long time 
together extremely well with nothing elfe but flour and 
water, why ihould not feveral forts of vegetables fuffice 
for mankind? The fiaves and the Bofilies-men at the Cape, 
who are engaged in the fervice of fuch farmers as do no
thing but g raze {heel', and confequently have little or no 
hutter-milk, and at the fame time live in parts where the 
game has been previoufiy defrroyed, Me yet kept by their 
mafrcrs in good condition, almoft entirely with bread and 
other preparations of meal and flour ; for they are very 
careful not to lavilli their fileep on their Daves, thefe {heel' 
being very frequently the only articles by which they can 
g et a little ready ca{h and pay their taxes. In THOMAS 
GAGE'S voyage to New Spain we find, that the poor lived 
on maiz and a fort of pbaJeolus, or kidney-bean; though 
thofe which live nearcr the town, now and then, at leaft 
on Sundays, got a little meat. 

'In ULLOA'S Voyage, Tom. I. p. 248, 249, we read as 
fo~ows: " The poor people here have nothing to live up
on hut papas; thefe roots frand them in the ftead of all 
other nourifhment. The Creoles prefer them to fowls 
and the fineft fle{h meats." Who is there that does 
n ot know, how great a part cacao beans make of the ' 
food of the inhabitants in the cOlmtry where they grow; , 
and how (oon people of wafred and reduced conil:itutions, 
b y means of them, recover their fle{h and ftrength? Nay, 
we have "" 'inilance of a thip's crew, which. for two months 
had nOlhing but chocolate fOl' their food, aud were very 
hearty aM ·wclllWitll'it. 

Now, 
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Now, notwithftanlling that there arc nlany [uniHe's in 
t ' pper Egvpt which live entirely upon dates, (vide HASSEL" 

.<<...U IST, p. "501) not to lllention feveral other fimilar in
, bnec" yct I will not Jook upon them as abfolutely con
.dulive with rcfpect to M. DE BUn-ON himfelf; 3~· this .u
-thOI:' "at page 53, "1. c. advances, that ab1linellce from ani
~nlal food wottld dcfl:roy the hunlan race; or, at leaft in our 
: climate, would render it unfit for the propagatiOll of its 
. {pecies, farther f.,'ys, " It is poffible, indeed, that a vege
table diet may be practicable in .. the [outhern countries, 
"'v here the fruits are I"iper, the herbs have nlore fubfiance 
-in thenl, the ruots ar~ more fucculent, "and the feeds con
tain nl0re nouriihment." Setting afide this gentleman's 
1I1ay be,!. rather choofe, by inftances brought from Europe 
ami our own climate, fully to refute his delufive doCtlincs 
with refpeCl to the abfolute neceffity of an animal diet. I 
cannot, however, help remarking, en PaJTant, in contra
diCtion to this author, that he has ' the leiS rcafon to COI1-

fider a vegetable diet as making a man unfit for propaifa
tion, . as the vegetable kingdom produces the greateft qtliin
tity of fubftances which promote venery. Befidcs a great 
many plants belonging to the clafs gynandria, . togt:ther with 
feveral others which might be enumerated, we have cho
colate and falep, which are .known even by the more ig
norant 'part of mankind to be. polfelfed of apbrlJdijiac qua
.lities: peas Iikewife, turnips, cabbage, and other flatulent 
vegetabl~, are looked upon as pofillffing thefe virtnes in 
fume degree, and· that ·.llOt. without .foundation nor unWal'
ranted by experience. This .pbilofopber, . indeed;' who is fo 
much prejudiced againft vegetable.diet, :,might.'Mve learned 

even 
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'tv:en from the molt illiterate, that certain vegetables exalt
ed by fermentation, as in the cafe of good wine and ale, in 
proper dofes, augment, in this particular, the indination 
as well as the faculty. As to the greater <legree of per
feCtion afcribed by M. DE HUFFON to the plants of the 
fonthem Countries, in comparifon with thofe which grow 
in Europe, it is repugnant to all probability, as well as to 
what we know for certain of the ceconomy of nature, which 
brtngs t6 as great perfeCtion the root, fiem, leaves, and 
feed of a plant f11e had intended for the Alps, as of one 
which ihe has planted under the line itfelf. 

One cannot in particular help wondering the more, that 
M. DE BUFFON ihould take it into his head, that the plants 
which grow in the fanthem climates, have more fuhftance in 
them than thofe of France; as, according to the teftimony of 
OLAfSON and feveral others, a bulbel of the lichen Ijlandicus, 
or Iceland mofs, a plant produced in the molt northern part 
of Europe, is adeqnate to two bulbels of wheat; and, as 
M. ~E BUFFON Iikewife fuppofes, that the roots in the 
foutl'!crn countries are more fucculcnt than they arc in the 
north, are we to take it for granted that he did not find 
the turnips in Burgundy fufficiently juicy? 

But the faCt is, that as far as a knowledge of phvfiology 
and botany, and. above all mature refleCtion, joined with a 
habit of method and arrangement, are requifite in order to 
enable a man to form a Tight judgment concerning the food 
of animals, this · great naturalift has in this ·' place, as 
well as in many others, happened to enter· upon a fub
,iecr, of. which he ·is . entirety ignorant: of this we have 
fufficient proofs,.· in the·detrafung afperfiolls he has thrown 
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out againft LINN£US, and his fyftem of botany, aJthoug~· 

this fyftem has been received by all good naturalifts. M. 
DE BUFFON, therefore, would have clone better, had he 
kept to his ufual admeafurcments and prolix defcriptions of 
animals, their ikins, fkeletons, and horns ; takirig care, how
ever, for the future, to Inakc his obfervatiol1s in a Jnore 
accurate manner than he has done with refpett to the horn s 
of oxen; on the fubject of which he has happened very 

• 
unfortunately to make a capital blunder, as I ill all be obliged 
to thew more at large a little farther on, when 1 come to 

treat of the cameloparda/is. 
In the mean while, let us finil11 the <ii/cuffion of the 

quefiion, in how far a lnan, at lea:l1: in France or Europe, 
(au moins dans ces pays, vide BUn-ON, 1. c.) may be ful'
pofed to linger on through life in a weak ant! debilitated 
fiate, or to be inC':tpacitatcd for the propagation of his fpc:cies, 
by liring on \'egetable food, fueh as is likely to be found 
in thefe countries, e. g. potatoes, turnips, turnip-rooted 
cabbage, carrots, onions, af})aragus, fcorzoncra, fkiI~ct !' , 

the lathyrus tuberofus, fa!lads, and cabbages of all1;1lllis, 
artichokes, peas, beans, bread, .puddings,- and all the other 
various preparations of meal or .com, t.:hefnuts, almond~, 
apples" pears, and plums of all .forts, melons, purupkjns, 
cncumbers, olives, oil,figs, · gf'!)JCS, berries, of all forts, 
wine, beer, &C. 

The very mention of thefe feems to be a fufficient proof 
of the abfW"~lity of .M. DE Bl,JF.FON'~ .opinion; hut as he 
poffibly will not.giv.eup, t}lepoint; w\tli\gut gppd authority 
being produced to the CO)ltrary~ 1. will·'firft of all refer l)im 
to his juftly celebrated countryman TOII&N:t;~OII1:'s .·exccl-

lent 
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~~t obfervations in the Levant, viz. that the food of the 
inhabitants of certain diftricts in that part of the world wn
fifted almoft entirely of bread, figs, and grapes, with fome
times raw cucumbers. Farther, M. DE BUFF ON might have 
learned from LINN£US'S Amamitates AcademictC, Tom. f. 
p. T 37, that the atbletd! of former times, whofe principal 
occupation was wreming and fighting, for which purpofe 
a ftrengthening diet was doubtlefs requifite, lived chiefly 
upon figs before it was the practice to eat flefh. We arc 
likewife told, \. c. that the 'poor, who' were fet to watch 
the fig-trees and vineyards, grew plump and fat in the 
fpace of two months by feeding on thefe fmits, joined to 
a very fmall quantity of bread; and that the foxes, which 
h ad an opportunity of creeping into places of this kind, 
u(uall y got fo fat upon' this diet, as to be ufed b y fome 
pcople as food. 

I have feen a great number of Dalecar/ialls, who wrought 
for a long time together at a hard and bboriolls hufinefs, 
fllhfi\t almoft entirely upon haity-pu<lcling and heer, with
out d'en a morfel of hread; neither 'was this in the ]calt 
m nfidered hy them as hard fare. I have alfo met with many 
poor cottagers in Cp -Iandia, who for l long time together 
even wanted hread, partica1larly for their children, fa that 
they were ohliged to hring ·them up upon pancakes anr1 
frumcnty made without milk. 

Thofe who in the ' ahove-mentioned pi'ovince or dfe
where h ave an opportunity of adding a little milk to their 
'Vegetable food" maY·' ncv~rthelefs be confiderc<l as living 
·nearly on a vegetable diet;' as, according to M. GEoFFRo r·, 
'the cODftitnent parts of milk are aJmoft . entirely the f.1me 
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with thofe of vegetables. According to the accounts give!, 
me by the Englilh, many of the poor people in Ireland Ji"vc 
on potatoes only, with now and then a little milk; and a 
perf on who {everal years ago relided for a long time in Ruf
fia alfnred me, that the common people in Come places 
there lived entirely upon {our-crout and groats; and Iikc
wife upon {our bread, raw cucumbers, onions, (alt, qua/r, 
and tradalma, a dilh confifting of oatmeal dried in the oven, 
and mixed up with water: fo that out of thirty thoufand 
pea{ants belonging to a certain' nobleman who lived on the 
borders of Mufcovy, there were very few who had the 

-opportunity of tailing either flelh or fiih tour times a ycar. 
M . DE BUFFON may fee, moreover, in HALLER, Tom. Vl. 

Lib. XIX. a long lift of fuch authors as have produced 
proofs and injl:an<;es th;lt· 'mankind in Europe muft necef
farily be able, and actually are able to go without animal 
food: and indeed, why Ihould it not be fo, as the fame 
glutinous matter which is fo peculiarly nourithing in the 
animal creation, is likewife . found in vegetables 1 <[fpcci
ally as, . to ,?mit mentioning many other inftanccs, it li s well 
known, that the people who are condemned to work in the 
gallies, 'as well as many others, can make'1hift with a cer
tain portion of bread and wat\lr ,only;and likewi{e, that 
the inhabitants of the 'Apennme Mountains live almo.ft en
tirely upon che{nuts, 

The utility of a diet conlifting entU>ely of- vegetables in 
the 'hypochond~fis, obftinate ' gouts, and other ftubborn 
al1<l pertinacious diiim:leno:' has. ~er,· ;of late been 
plJll;ed in avery clear:tight by . Or," W~ . GitkNT; in hi. El
/(1) on tbe Atrabilious C01!/iitutiOil;:J!; '399>andcUlq'"lR which 
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;.inftances are given of its having not only greatly improved 
' the patients' health, and given them frdh ftrength and vi
gour, but likewifc m'ldc them younger than before. In 
the lame book too we are informed, that this diet may be 
fafdy had recourfe to by perfons faradvanced in years ; 
and that it needs to be continued for the fpace of fix weeks 
onl y, or two years· at the fartheft. 

~ 

The camelopardalis is, asI have faid above at p. 149 of this 
volume, the talleft of all quadruped&when meafured in front; 
and though it is only found in thofe parts of the Cape colonies 
that lie fartheft towards the north-weft, merits, however, 
an accurate defcription, efpeciaUy in this place, along with 
the other animals of Africa. The lateft and belt accounts 
concerning the real form and other properties of this beait 
have beca given to the public by the prefent Commandant 
at the Cape, Major GORDON, who Ihot one of thefe crea
tures in the diftriCt of AnamarpJas; in confequence of 
which, the public has been gratified with a very good 
d(awing and defcription of it by M. ALLAMAND, in his 
edition of M. DE BUFFON' S Hiitory of Animals, Suppl. DE 

LA GIRAFF.E, p •. 46. Of this defcription I Ihall herepre
fent my reader witll an abfuaCt. 

The height of thisarumal, when,it holds its . neck Itrait 
and ereCt, is, ,from the ,gown of the head to the ground; , 
fifteen feet two inches ; the leng~h of it, from . the chelt 
to the anus, Jive,. feet feven inches ; from the top of the 
Ihoulde~s to We ground ~bout ten ' feet'; . but from the loins 
only eight Jet<t. ~wo inches; : • difference which proceeds 
.partly frop:l ,J¥elt;ngth of. tl}~ lhoulder-blades, which are 
two feetJollg, . .'wd p;u-t1y,. from a /harp pracefs of the firfi ' 
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vertebra of the back, which projeCts above a foot beyond:
the rclt. From the brealt to the ground it meafmes five 
feet and a half; the neck, which is decorated with a nlane 
like that of the zebra, is fix feet long, and confequently 
twice the length of the catncl's; the head is above two 
feet ill -length, and fomewhat relemble, the head of a 
Iheep; the upper lip is rather larger all(1 thicker than the 
.un.der, but Loth of them are covered with {tiff hairs ; the 
eyes of this creature are large and" beautiful; its fore teeth 
fmall, and eight in number, amI are only to be found in 
the -lower jaw, though the animal has fix grinders on both 
-fides of each jaw. DireCtly before the horns there is a 
knob, which proceeds from an elevation of part of th e 
cranium, and projeCts two inches above the furface; and 
behind them,or in-the crag <>fthe neck, there are two fmaller 
<>nes, which .Ie formed by the fubj acent g lands ; -the horns 
:are feven inches long, i. e. a little fhorter than the ears; 
they rather incline backwards, and arc a little bro,dcr apd 
rounded off at the ends, where they are encirded with lo~g 
-hairs, which reach beyond the horny part, forming a ttift. 
In fine, the horns are covered, like th,;{e of other animals, 
with a cutaneous and hairy {ubltance; but the interior fu1>
-itance of them is {aid to releml!!e the heart or boney part 
.of the horns of gazels and oxen, and to be proceffes of 
-the {cull i~felf. 'On the horns of this beaft, when aged, 
'lhere have been -obferved {mall irregular elevations, 
which M. ALLAMAN-D {uppofc. to be tbe fhoots of future 
~ranches . 

The _ colour of this ~ is a ,white -ground, -with- large 
.red,Ufh fpots ftandingpretty .clou, to each -other; which 
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fpots, in the more aged animals, incline to a dark-brown' 
or black, but in the others bonIer UPOll the yellow. The 
tail is fmaHand fl ender, . and is terminatecl by a large tuft 
of very Cpaffo an,1 mofily black fetaceous hairs ; the fore 
parts of ·tlle hoofs arc much higher than the baek parts. 
This creatl/re .has no fetlocks, as all other hoofed animals 
have. 

"fhis animal when it goes fail: oaes not limp, as forne 
have imagined, hut fonlctimes paces, and fometimes gal- · 
lop, . Every time it lifts up its fore feet it throws its neck 
back, which on other occafions it holds ereCl::; notwith..: 
Hamling thi s, it is hy no means flow when purCued, as M. , 
DE Bl1FFO N fuppofcs it to be, but, on the contrary, it rc
'Illires a fleet horfe to hunt it. 

In eating the grafs from off the grmmel, it fQ!l!~)imes 
hends one of its knees, as horfes do; anum pluc~~lteaves 
and fmall branches from high trees, it brings its '%re feet 
about a foot and a half nearer tlun common to the hind 
feci. A camelopard.lis which Major Gordon woulJded in 
the • leg, fa that it could not raire itfelf from the ground, . 
neverthc!efs di,1 not Ihew the leaft ligns of anger or ,·e
fcnunent; but when its throat was cut, fpurnctl againft 
the ground with a force far beyond that of any other ani
mal. The vifeera refemblcd thofe of gazds, but this ani
ma! had no porus ceriJerus. The flefll.of the youn l ~ ones 
is very good eating, but fometimes has a thong fbvuur of 
a certain Jhruo, which is fU]lpofed to be a fpecies of lIIi-
1IIofa. The Hottentots are particubrly fond of the mar
row, and .cbiefly for·the fake of this hunt the beafi, .'\lel . 
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kill it with their poifoned arrows. Of the ikin they make 
velfels, in which they keep water and other liquors. 

M. DE BUHON, who has very unadvifedly taken it into 
his h ead to declare war not onl y againft LINN .<:us, bnt likc
wife againfi his difeiples, has, in a prolix introduction to 
his Dilfertation upon the camelopardalis, (Giroile, Tom. 
XHI.) in a peculiar manner infultecl the memory of Dr. 
HASSELQ'pIST, a nlan whofe merit has nlOne confpicuous 
in feveral different fciences . Scbo.ol-boy, pedant, blunderer, 
&c. are the terms, as reproachful as unmerited, in which 
M. DE BUFFON fpeaks of a m an, who at too early a pe
riod, alas! for the interefis of fcience, yet crowned 
with the applaufes of the literati of Europe, fen a victim 
·to his zeal for natural hifiory. I could fincerel y have 
-wilhed to have avoided this difplay of M. DE BUF FO N'S un
generous conduct, that it might' not reach to the know
ledge of an y others (befides thole who are already acquaint
·ed with the fact) in how far, on oceation of the defcription 
-of the .bove-mentioned animal, .he has forgot the langm ge 
,of a gentleman; but my refpect for truth in general, 'and 
a wilh to throw. light on m y prcfent fubj eet, the hiftory 
-of animals, forbid me to be filent on this head. 

The re"{pea likewife which I jliilly bear to M. HAS
SELQ.UIST, on account of his merit, and. full conviction 
of. his inIKltence, call upon me .·to defend him; and that 
more particularly from the reproaches he ·h.s fufiain
cd for not h.ving mentioned . in his clefcription of his 
camelopardalis, whether thoe horns of -this animal fall off 
·or not. If it be a f.ult in Dr-. ,HAS.8.£!'Q.uIS'l'-not ' to have 
mentioned what he could not poffibly fee, .and.not to have 
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. 4efctibetl, 'like M. DE' BUFFON, in the 'compleatefl'manner, 
what he could not poffibly know, I muft then confefs my
felf faulty on the fame grounds; as, though in faet I was 
allowed to draw up a defcription of the dried head of a 
camelopardalis 'at the Cape, yet I could not obtain per
miffion to faw in pieces or diffeet the horns, as they were 
promiCed by the governor to a particular friend of his in 
Europe. It is much to be withed, indeed, that M. DE BUF

FaN had followed Dr. HASSELQ..UIS·T'S example in this re
fpeet, in which cafe his Natural Hijlory would have been 
much thorter, much more uCeful and authentic; and, 
what would have been frill better, our oxen and cows 
would have kept their horns on their heads in the waY ' in 
which nafure has ordained they {hould, viz. withoilt their 
falling off every third ycar, in conformity to the ignorant 
affertion of M. DE RU,'FON, Tom. IV. p. 459, and of the 
edition reviCed by Mr. ALLAMAND, 1'. r 76. He there fays, 
" Ainfi la caftration ni Ie fexe ne changent rien it la erue 
& a la chute des dentes: cela ne change rien non plus a 
1:1 chute des cornes, car cIles tombcnt egalement a trois 
:Ins au taureau, au boouf & :l. la vache, & elles font rem
placLes par u'autres comes qui, commc les"fecondes "dents, 
ne tomhent plus; ceUes du breuf & de la vache 'devien
nent fel1lement plus groffes & plus longues que celles du 
taureau. L'accroiifement de ces fecondes carnes ne fe fait 
pas d'unc maniere uniforme; & pai' un devcloppcment ega}; 
la premiere .. annee, c'eft a dire, la quatricmc· annce de Page 
de boouf, illm poutre deux ,petites corn.es 'Pointue., .nettes, 
unies, & termint.!S versla tete par une efpece de bourrelet, 
I'annee fuivante· 're bourrelet s'eloigne de la tete, pouff~ par 
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un cylindre de collie qui fe forme, & qui fe termine auffi 
par un autre bourrelet & ainfi de fuite, car tant que rani
mal vit les carnes croilfent." For the fake of fuch per
fans as have not had an opportunity Of being better ac
quainted with M. DE BUFF ON and his works; I will jull: 
take occ:>.lion to obferve, that tlus is the celebrated man, 
who, after a nlinute inveftigatioL1 of ,every concomitant 
circumfbnce (in conf"'lucnce of which he ·has likewife 
favourt"<i liS with .a particular defcription of the whole pro
cefs) thought hlmfelf authorifcd to advance, ~hat a comet; 
having {truck againll: the fun in its comfe, beat feveral 
pieces out ·of it, of which the planets were formed, and 
has belides calculated the preeife time which each of thefe 
celeftial bOdies refpedivcly took to cool. But quite enough 
has been faid of" blunder, which the rooft illiterate cottager is 
able to reCtify, in cafe it iliould happen to miflead any 
raw fchool-boy, totally unacquainted with natural hiftory. 
But as we are upon the fuhjed of horns at prefenl, I can
not help requefting M. DE BUFFON to inform me, how the 
fmalleft elk's horns, Tom. XII. Tab. XL vr. could grow 
from the fize which, at page 3 a6, under the article ma
=mel, they are faid to be of, (viz. not quite fix inches 
long;) howthefe, I fay, coukl grow foquickly, at page 357, 
~ 5 8, in the· article~do", to the, length of two feet! if, in
deed, the nice adrneafurements of M. DAUBENTON, page 
377, 37 8, MCXCIX. M. C. C. are in' CYeI'y refped to be 
depended upon. Neither can I better comprehend, why 
Mefth. DI: BUFFOR mel DAUItENTON make uk of the fame 
horns for two quite diaierent animahs~ ' by ~oing "llich, they 
have .induced two ·other moJogifuj . certainly in other re 
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fpeelS'; tbe " gre~teft ' and 'moft accurate in Erirope; 'in like 
manner to"refer. to horns of one and the fame fpecles, foe 
two different animals.;' though this, indeed; is not fo' much 
to be 'wondered;at, thefe gentlemen' being too compl.ifanl to 
harbo\lT'fuch&degree of miftruft with refpect to the Hif/.ire 
Ntzturelkr 11$; .. in fact, was in this cafe neceffary; neither 
could they eaftlY 'fufpect fopalpable a ·rniftake in this great 
work of Meffrs. DE BUFFON and DAUBENTON, concerning 
which, however, I fear, that many people will pafs the 
fame judgment, as M. DE BUFFON has done on .sEBA'S 
tbifaurus. But I mull: write a treatife conlifting of many 
volumes, were I to continue to diffect M. DE BUFFON'S 
work; I Oull therefore content myfelf at prefent with 
making, as brief! y as poffible, a few remarks on the ca
meloparda/is and the viverra icbneumon, (the giroJ!e and 
mangoufl of BUFFON,) on account of the defcriptions of 
which M. HASSEL<lUIS,. has been fo ill ufed. 

M. DE BUF/'ON has not been able to point Ottt, much 
lefs to demonftrate, any blunder committed by HASSEL
<lUIS,.; but why does he then blame this learned and 
highly deferving academician I! It is, indeed,· aftoniOling, 
that he 010uld confider HASSEL<lUIST's defcription. as pTO

lix, when,in fact, the fame animals are treated of in one and 
the fame Tome of M. TIE BUFFON'S own ' writings; one of 
them in at .leafttwice, aad the. other twelve· times IlS diffufe 
a m.nner~ ·notwithftanding which, this'ame ·volume is 
ilill farther·fwelled out with admeafurements of the vagina 
and urethra of. the rat. r. it;poffible b:ereto refrain' from en
quiring,'whatis t~e ufe 'of all 'this I fince the animal alluded 
to bas noiliing'ti:traordinitry in ,the proportion of this part; 
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and ttands in no need of any affiftance with cefpeCl: to its 
copulation. and never has any occafion either for the cathete,. 
to be applied, or to be cut for the ftone. The very cat itfelf, 
an aninnl which every old woman has it in her power to mea
fure and examine in her chimney corner, has likewife been 
obliged to undergo the molt minute and tedious admeafure
ments in the Jiifloire NalUrelle, though at the fame time, 
on account of the beautiful engravings, which, more than 
any thing elfe, threw a light on this work, the learned 
world, according to 1\1. DE BUFF ON'S own cOl1feffion, 10 C. 

page 9, might have been very well fpared thcfe triiles. 
M. HASSELQ..UIST'S Latin, which M. DE BUI· FON fays is 

no Latin at all, is neverthelefs perfeCtly good, an.l exactly 
fuch as is required for the purpofes of fdence, concife, ex
preffive, and eafily comprehended by anyone who h as 
ftudied the language, and may even be underftood by any 
fchool-boythat has made the lealt progrefs in thisdcplrtmcnt 
of learning. It is not HASSELQ..UIST'S fault, Ihat his defcrip
tion as it is quoted by M. DE BUFFON, I. c. page 7 and 8, 
from negligence, ignorance, or malice, has been fo hadl y 
copied from the original edition, fo that e. g. from it may 
be concluded, that the animal's teeth and tongue are round, 
and are placed on its head together with its horns, &c. 
How was itpoffible for 'tbis ·rimlmftance to efcapethe cri
tical eyes of the great BUFPoN, fuppofing indeed, that he 
underftands Lati!l; and, as he expreffes-it at page J 5, 1. c. 
is capable of feizingthe genuine -knowledge of nature by 
means of ill 1)1/4 itIImedi-'e del!efJ1rit (!I coup d'oeil du 
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In 1hort, 1 am forry that Dr. {-IAsSELQ..UlST'S defcription 
lhopld ,appe4r dry to M. DE DUHON; but I cannot hell) 
thinking, that if it had been ftuffed and feafoned with un
juft anq ill-~at.urcd cr~tidfms , with conjeCtures and miftakes,. 
even though it h ad been compofed in the Frellch language, 
and ill the moft tumid and high-flown ily Ie, moil lovers of 
truth and natural kllowlcdgc would ha,'c found it in the 
high eft degTce ,difguftful. The reader needs only compare 
Major GORDON'S dcfcription with that of 'Melfi-s . D E BUF

.'ON and DAuBm';ToN, in order to be convinced of the in-
, fignificancy and futility of all th eir tedious ded\lCtions and 

c'llcubtions. 
H"d M. DE DUHON taken the pains to underftand, and 

made ufe of I-!,'SS ELQ..UIST'S Latin defcription, inftead of 
quoting it, merely for the purpofe of critic;fing it right or 
wrong, h e would have known, that the head belonging to 
the {kin defcribed b y M. HASSELQ..U IST, was fom fpan s, or 
at leaft two feet long; and confequelltly, that the defcrip
«ions of OPPIAN, HELJODO RUS , and STRABO, are by 
no means adapted, as M. DE D U F F 0 N affirms they are" 
to give a tolerably juil idea of the came!opardalis, or 
giraire; for, according to thefe, a giraffe, of th e fize of 
a camel, h as a head not above twice as large: as that Of an 
ofirich: a.creature which would certainly m <J,ke a figure in 
Prince P 'H' " .'s collection of monfters. (Vide BR YDONE', 
Tour, Vol. I. page 93.) We are, however, too well ac
quainted with, at),d have too great an ' elteem 'for" the ex,
tenfive,genius and !e",!"nj~g ,o! the , Count l?,E BUFFON, in 
~he lean t() fufpeCt him to be of the fame tafte; although, 
befide,HI;I~ cirqunlhlIlce above alI tIded to concerning the 

head. 
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head, he terms the ·camelopardalis atone. and :the·fametime 
the handfomelt, and, with .refpeGl: · to its legs" the mdft 
enormoufiy difproportionate animal in the whole' creation; 
thou~h other people are apt to conrKler that oaly as beau
tiful which is proportionable. M. DE BUFFoN .. mlght like
\Vife have learnt from Dr. HASSELQ..UIST'S accuratedefcripo 
tion of this quadruped, that aeitherthe head nor legs are 
fo difproportionate, as he 'imagines them»tohe. 'In fine, 
Major GORDON <lid not tind this animal fo tottering,fioth
ful, and unwieldy, as it has pleafed M. DE BUFFoN, with
out any authority, but that of his own prolific imagina
tion, to repl:ef~llt it in tlle·defcription he has given of it. 

With regard to the 'ZJiverra ichneumon, or the 111angoz!ll, 
I !hall only fay, that at the Cape I had an opportnnitY"of 
comparing M. HASSELQ..U1ST~S· defcriptiGn of it with the 
creature itfelf;' and found it remarkably accurate. This 
fame gCIideman having obferved in a note, that the French, 
when in Egypt, are accultomed to beltow French names on 
the natural objeGl:s of which they have no knowledge, and 
confequently ' have in all .probability given the name of 
rat depbaraonto .this .animal .; M. DE BUHON confiders this 
remark as an .a\t3Ck Upon the French nation. ·But if M. DE 
BUFFON means by this, ~oexcite 'his countrymen againft Dr. 
HASSELQYIST,. \le"ffipll: p21'don me .. when I tell him, that 
I am too well acquainted with ,t'he~l'Qfity and difcern
l1lentof , the Fren$ nation in .general'·'. to-(uppofe that his 
deJires wQplg be ' gratitied. ' . .'For~y, ·.'parti;l can have no 
i.h4ucement on ·the.fCQl;OC«. any,~:ptie4iled:ion to take 
~"'.f!:ASSEl;QJllS~'5 ,part:againftU.\l:m1a~P.FoN; ... aslllbfu)fe 
wl}va,re ,occupil:d. . inenligQ.tming~1~1Illd uianltind 
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hy the promotion of'fcience, are, as heing fellow-labourers, 
to' be confidered likewilC as brethren and fellows of a com
munity, in which it is necelfary for each to affill: the other 
in 'promoting the objea: of their common purfuit; in a 
word, they are countrymen and fellow-citizens of the com
monwealth of literature. , After all, whether there is any 
foundation for this obfervation of Dr. HASSELQ.UIST or no, 
in neither cafe can it in the Jeall: .ffea: the reputation of 
the French merchants who are ufed to vilit Egypt, whe
ther they are faid to give French or Latin names to the 
fubjea:s they fee, or whether they take the pains to Jearn 
the Arabic, Turkiih, or Coptic names of them; !l:ill lefs 
could it have been M. HASSELQ.UIST'S intention by any re
marks of his, to call: a reflection upon a whole nation. 

To conclude, if M. DE BUFFON had read and taken the 
pains to underll:alld M. HASSELQ.UIST'S book, with any other 
view than that of criticiling LINN ""US and his difciples, he 
might have .alily found by it, that HASSELQ.UJST'S manu
fcripts were feized in Egypt after his death, being after
wards redeemed by the munificence of a great queen, and 
through the confpicuous love and zeal for feience of the 
fame exalted perfonage, were ordered to be printed in the 
manner mentioned in the preface; and that confequently, 
the author himfelf could not put the Jall: hand to his work; in 
which cafe, indeed, he poffibly"either from memory or from 
his notes, which \vere' loft by his untimely death, might 
have added the defuiption of the interior part of the gira.§'e's 
horn, which M; DE .BUFFON'feems to have fo very much 
at, heart;, ' Perhaps>, likewife,M.HAsSEL~UlST, in ordel' 
to 1'Ieaiie :;M""Il8' "lII1FJON, would, have , iOmewhat cur-

tailed 
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tailed his defcription of the mangoufi; though. as I h,,'e 
faid before, it is much {honer than it is in the R iftoife 
Nalurelle. 

I h,,-e doubtlefs fuid fufficient at prefent, to convince a 
man of M. DE BUFFON'S great genius, that even 'he, with 
his {uperior talents, is cap"ble.or committing blunders, 2nd 
at the fame time has in particular done .great wrong to 
academicians o( the higheft merit: and that if, on the con
trary, he 1hould rather fhew that he is touched with com
paffion for their fufferings, and' is at the fame time happy on
every occafion to vindicate their reputation when attacked, 
h e would give manifeO: · proofs of that magnanimity and 
candor which, in a great man, ought always to go hand 
in hand 'with his talents, and which would moft affuredl y 
add to the efteem which every -lover of literature entenains 
for them. 

Of the Ilg'er-brifcb-kat I have made mention above, and 
had an intention of defcribing it in this place, (together 
with the reft of the African animals) from the {kin of this 
creature which I brought home with me; but find that it 
has finee heenfo accrlf.nely defcribed and delineated from 
the live fubjeCl: -by Dr. FOI\STE~ in thePhilofoph. Tranfac:t. 
Vol: LXXI, ·for ,the year r78'1, that I can refer the reader 
to it with the ~ateft :pieafure.·. " .-. 

On the 2 yft of Jal1U2f¥; " as ·1 h2ve. mentioned above at 
page ' ,x 69, . we rook." our ·depamlre -from. Agter Bruntjes
boogt.. 'In the afternoon ,we .arrived· at Great Yijcb-ri'IJier, 
where we ·again<refo~{,to'.uy ,mu;. luck. · in the .purfuit of 
fotI-cUWJ; ·for I ' 'was dettttnined ~11Ob.;to' depar~ lluk of · the 
countl'y, ,before 1 kad oiwIe- as aa;w:aQ: .. an l m'CRiglltionof 
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this large, though not unktl0wn animal, as I had of the 
"'t,wo-btJrned rl;inoceros. On OUf arrival at a certain fpot upon 
Yi(ch-:-rivier, -we found fevcral farmers from the province we 
hadjull left, who had arrive,! there before us. In their com

. pany, likewife, came to this place a hufbandman, or, as they 
are ufually called here, a corn-boor, from the country near 
Cape Town. When we urll faw him he was fieeping un
der a filady tree, by the fide of a perfect beauty, who waS 
clad in a light fummer <lre(, : 110 wonder then, that fo un
common and romantic a feene appearing on a fudden in a 
defert, fuould immediately chafe away alI thofe images of 
defolation and wild horror, which the ravage and dreary 
afilCct of thefe plains had begun once more to excite in 
lnine and my friend's imagination: and I would not anfwer 
for him, that he would'not foon have forgot ail his botany, 
had he fufi'ered himfelf any longer to be carried away, by 
the firll: delightful and charming impreffions made on him 
by the contemplation of foperfect a produC'tioll in the chief 
of the three kingdoms of nature. On our entering into 
converfation with them, our voluptuous corn-boor and his 
beautiful fpoufe informed us, that they ' had juft been to 
pay a vifit to their relations at Agler Bruntjes_hoogte, where 
having experienced for the fpace of fix months the fweels 
of the cafe anJ. convenience attending a l'aftorallife, when 
compared with the dru<lgery of that· of the ' hutbandman 
and wine-dreifer, they had given up all thoughts of their 
former bufinefs, fo that they .intended to felI their vine
yard and corn-farm near ' the Cape, and to look out for 
fome , fpot·. in thefe parts, proper to carryon the grazing 
bufinefs; " 0Ur ,·converfatiDn on this fubjeCt was now In-
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terrl1 pted by the arrival of another farmer and a little hoy 
of their party, who informed us, that forne wild bcaff, 
probably a tiger, h ad jl1ll: before come upon one of the 
hounds hy fh:alth, and torn it to pieces, while it was drink
ing ont of the rivl:r, on the ve ry fpot \\'here our informer 
tolcl us he had juft been laying down for an' aftemoon's 
nap, haring fitcn from it onl y half a minute -before. They, 
as well as we, h a,1 only heard the ' dog g ive onefingle 
fClu cak; after 'which it was found quite dead. So that in 
all I'rob. bility the wilt! bcaft had, previoufl y to lhis, lain ' 
in wai t for the li ttle boy, in order (as they f.1id) purfuant 
to its ufuai cuil:om, to kiH h itn in. a il y infidious man
ner, and then, aft<;r a !hort interval, to return and carry 
him o f[ 

In the mean while, this· incident put u s all inll:antly into 
an a1arm, ann occafioncd us to take to our arms in order 
to revenge ourfelvcs. Accordingly, fcvcral couple of hounds 
were put upon the fcent in a thicket clofe by the liver fide, 
where the ' wild beall: ftill lay concealed, while we poll:ed 
ounelves ronnd ahout. The honnds, which followed the 
fcent with greateagemefs, ·foon drove the tiger out, and 
that only forty or 'fift y : paces ,from our beft fhot, a little 
old farmer, who fuot him fiying, as ·it were, while he was 
fpringing from the ground. The ball was found afterwards to 
have ·"ntered at the upper edge of the'anus, a ~d to ha·ve made 
its way throngh the whole length of the body, .till at laft it 
came ant at 'the aitimat'smouth-;· 'as '. ,great part of the palate 
was miffing, and the RmlaindeE of.i t, d<lfe .by the fore reeti)., 
was bloody, without · the(e<l:nte.:~" hbwever, blJing 'damaged 
iii tacleaft. I <laonot know whet11er 'tlm·ca'«aplaieed 

from 
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from any particular polition of the animal, or rather from 
1,he eircumfiance of the ball, in confequcnee "f the rcliH
ance it met with, having gone out ·of the right lille. On 
tile body of this wild beaO: we If,unu a little f."j,tob~fca, to
tally unknown to naturaliO:s, which they 101<1 me was 
u[ually met with on the eareoff"s of tigers. They likc
wife informed me, that a peculiar fort of ft.y, much larger 
than this, in all probability likewife of the bippoboJca kind, 
fublificd on the body of the lion. 

The animals which I and the coloni0:5 in this part of 
Africa call tigers, are of that kinu which arc reprefented 
in Tab. XI. XII. and XIV. Tom. IX. of M. DE Bu HON'S 
work, under the denomination of pantbers and leopards. 
At the Cape I have likewife fcen fcveral Ikins of the ounoe 
of M. DE BUFFO N, which, by fome of the colonifis, was 
diftinguiOled from the former by the name of leopard, and 
was faid to live chieft.y in the mountains, and .to be lefs 
common, bold and daring, though more treacherous and 
deceitful, than the animal ufually called tiger at the Cape, 
or the pantber of M. DE BUFFON: to which, however, it 
is equal in point of lize, though the /kin is not fo beauti
ful, nor fa much coveted, as it is more !haggy, and cover
ed with longer hairs, neither is it fo much fpotted nor fa 
gloffy. 

Both thefe forts, when they happen to come in the way 
of lix or eight .hounds of the CO\Ilmon fort, which, in faCt, 
arc ufed by the colonifis for this purpofe,~ are eafil y caught, 
or c1fc ,torn in pi~es ll¥ the,m, . I faw at one farmer's only at 
Gantze~eragJ, abol,lt fo~lrteen or fifteen furs of tigers, as 
thH -;.(~ ~~ll.~Q. · W4k):l w~re · faid .. to haVe been ta)l.en .and 

, K k 2 killed 
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killed within the (pace of three years, by the common dogs 
belonging to the farm; noW an(l then, however, a dog o( 
two had loft their lives in the confliCt, or elfe had been 
very much wou.nded. 

I was told, that a nave who looked after his maller's 
cattle, had been attacked ' unawares and by Ilealth on the 
plains between 'liger-mountain and the Cape, by a tiger, 
with which he had long Itruggled and rolletl about upoa 
the grol1nd: at length, however, the tiger was overpower
ed by the nave, who, not\\'ithllanding the dangerous wounds 
he had received, recovered. This, though bordering on 
the marveHous, is not abfolutely incredible ; for when re ... 
venge, or the ureau of inllant death, is added to a man'5 
natural ftrength and vigour, he is a1moft capable of per
forming lupernatural things. . I ' r.ecolleCt, moreover, to 
have read, in lONSTON'S 'l'baumatograpbia Naturalis, that 
a man of the name of POLY DAMAS, was able, unarmed, to 
kill a lion. The tiger, however, that we fuot at this 
place, feemed to me to be rather dangerous to grapple with. 
It was thought to be aid' and ·about the ufual lize. I can
not find in my note-book, whether I had taken any notes 
of the meafure; but I think I remember that the be.1l was 
two fect high, but ·much lotiger in proportion than • dog 
of the fame ~ight. 

Very earl y in the afterno'on, the hunting party above
mentiOned went away; ana about an hour before dark there 
arr,ived a .hord of caifr"':" , Tbey".bad got within three hun
dred paces of .us, ~ befoo.'JWe ~,ef,ed,djem,, " being to the 
num~ of abeut ~ne :huildl'ed~t!all'meo';'.'.;.nd 'c.ch·C;£ them 
armed ,~ a few bqffogilis-~ ''or ~ 00tIpte':Qi ·*'""i ..... ii' 'FI:oey , 

marched, 
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m,arched, moreover, direCUy on towards our waggon, not 
wIth the carelefs gait of ordinary travellers, but with mea
fured fi:eps, . as it were; and, in {hort, with an ~lmoft af
fected pride and fiatelinefs in their deportment, as they 
approached nearer to us. Upon the whole, we could not 
well have received a vifit on this fpot more unexpected, nor 
of a more alarming nature; indeed, it occafioned a vifiblc 
eonfiernation in feveral of my Hottentots, at the fame time 
that it puzzled my friend and me, to think. in what manner 
we !honl,l receive this nation fa on a fudden, fo as to avoid 
1luring the unhappy fate which, as I have already mentioned 
uefore, at page 154 of this volume, attended HF.UPPE NAE H 

and his fuit. In cafe of an attack, myllottentots were too few 
ill >.lumber, and too cowarcUy to be dependecl llpon; fneh 
of them as were of the Bofhies-man's race, and had come 
with us from ZOlldagJ-rivier, would probably have ailllted 
in plundering our wag-gon, had they found a convenient 
opportunity; and who knows, whether- they were not in 
fecrct intelligence with the Bothies-men, who were at this 
time in the f.rvice of the Calfres, and belonged to their 
party. They had long pre/fed me to leave Agter B"ulItjes
ho~~te . At lealt I had hints given me afterwards; that this 
viiit of the Calfres was not accidental, but was paid me in 
confequence of fome intelligence given them by certain 
Hottentots at Agter Brtil1tjes-boogu. -However, I had not then 
time to go illto fuch deep tpeculatior"!.s on the fubject, being 
entirely occupied by the apprehenlion, left the party und~r 
m y com~,,~d; bY<i~e ftballefiappearanc:e of cowardice or 
a difpofitton: tD rnatmy; fu'o'ulrl CaU -forth -the "fual enter
prifing fpirit,"of<othe ;Caffres. I was very fenfible that my 
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friend and I, mounted on am horfes, .wQuld have ueen " 
matt:h for them, in like lUa.l111C( .as the tyvq, __ men were wtro 
revenged HEUPPEN1\.ER's- dea~h; but, in this caf~, we had 
not a moment to lole, much lefs had we any,fparetime to 

fetch om horfes from pa!tme. 1 therefore I;efolvedil1-
!tantly to carry matters with as high a hand as itwas pofiiblc 
for me to a/fume in the 1j.tuatioll we. were in, efpeciaUy as 
I .knew from experience, :that . by tbis means the Indian, 
might fometimes . be kept .in .awe · juft like children. Ac
.cordingly, I began with my .own Sollm lots, threatening 
with ·the inolt terrible Dutch oaths my memory furnilhcd 
me with, to !bopt the .JiI:,ft..·.n'an · through the head, who 
1hould flir a foot without 'leave; or once · open his mouth 
to the Cafl'res; or, in fiill;, !bouldnot, at the fmalleft nod, 
perform what I might think , fibtP . command. My com
panion, on his part, · taking a handful of bullets, put them 
into a loaded gun of an uncommon length which he had 
brought with him; in the mean time frequently addrefl~ 
ing. hirnf~lf to me, and . making. it 04t to be a very eafy 
matter.,{an<}·of. the feafibility .of which there could be no 
doubt) to kill with·it the "'hoi!: body of Caffres at a fingle 
Ib.OI, ·in cafe they 'Ib.!)l.Ill\.~ to behave in ·a hoftile man
ner; and at ·the falW,:l.i\ne; ;io-Order togive .fome proba
hilil yto lhis gaj:<!!IIladc.: di!lqat. qmit to prattife a few ma
nreuvres in the~,~~a!o,:ftyle • . While Mr. IM
~F;LMAN was thu.s ,., wilh·.:,)lj$, l,oog guitiall doubt, 
making a , . and 

'I ,:was ;. ~~i~~::~=:'~=t::;~ I, ..... ·L! ' 
?'1'!~ 

Upt')~iit were, iuco ,"""!i11'~~i.j,l~~. ~~~.io 
their 



CAPE {)F GOOD H·OPE. 

their front. A Hotlentot interpreter in one ()f the wings, 
f~emed jufi going to open with a long harangue; when I 
put a.Juuden itOI' to his fublime oratory, by accoiting him 
with a .few rough compliments ill the Swediih language, 
and turning my back upon him. 

This haughty and uncivil reception, which would only 
havcferved to irritate any other than Hottentots and Calf!"es, 
011 the contrary, from the very h.eginning, abafed their 
pride, fo that they ltoou like a parce]of <;>rderly, or rather 
intimidated, fehool-boys, and waited for my quel1:ioning 
them; upon whieh we, in quality of the principal fons· of 
the company, ordereu our interpreter to aik them what 
nation they were of 1 Whence they came? and whither 
they were going 1 For the ,purpofe of making this exami
nation, I called out JAN SKEPER, the molt alert and intel
ligent of all my Hottentots, and had the fatisfaCtion to fee 
h,im fly to me like a fja/h of lighming; a proof of his 
obedience, which, indeed, was at this time very agreeable to 
me; as it was requifite in order to excite in .theCi!Ilfcsa high 
opinion of our authority 'lnu power: but the frill higher 
ideas, and even dread which he had ·conceivedof tlus nation, . 
put his whole body into a tremor. fo . thatev~n his teeth 
chattered in fuch ·, manner, thatl!e;coulu;not .. utt:er a word. 
This unlooked for cowardly behaviour,th.r.eatened to [poil 
my whole .pIan;for whicprc;¥,o .. l4 , both :from .indignation, 
·and in . order to dilguife the . ..1;l1*n of his trem bliHg, I 
threatened.hilllvel1' hardy . and: ~fted him ;ill .J~le rougpelt 
manaer.", .d,;mn nQ.t; cer~ain" . .twwever; 'whe~r the Caffres 
were;;!!"'~;~p.;~~ ,~ , l~ed;Ji>.emto be ; 

., .. how-
~. 
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ho\\c"er that be, fome of them fixed thci( ,eyes upon him 
and laughed. 

Whenever the interpI;Cter of the Caffres offered, which lw 
di~ ieveral times, to enter into a private conv,er(atio,n with my 
Hottentot, I conftantly took G.J.re to prevent it. " In fine, the 
~ccount they gave .of.therpfelvcs 'vas, " that tlley wereCafti"t.:s , 
from Konops-rivier, and were' com~ hither merely with a 
view of meeting with us, and to fce whether ,,,e had 
brought with us a great dc-al "f iron and copper to e,,
.change for their cattle; for they knew from report, that 
we were C0111e from a great diftance, and had long refided 
in thefe plains." 

In .the mean while,.:.,tllls propolition of theirs with 
refpeel: to the traffieand cattle, appeared to me extremdy 
fufl'icious, inafmnch as I could not. at that time perceive that 
they had brought any live frock along with them; an(l 
thofe which their herdfmen and boys brought to this place 
afterwards, con lifted merely in a few milch cows and young 
jl:eers, ~I\On which tbey fet an amazing high price, and 
in aU .wob",biHty, intended them for their own fupport 
.during their march. 

In arder ~o prev"nt , their .litting down without being 
previoufIy './)I:f:d, I told .,tho;m without delay by means of 
~he interi>~~er~!:AAatt).ley,had my leave to fit down, whilft 
I gav~ .\DY anfw-ero!!, .the :lubJe~ of their propofed COI11-

merce.. AccordingJythC1y, f~ th.e)Ilfelve~ down in the fame 
~nler ""th~ c".!!'e, ~,;ll~;: ~~ .~!1f;'eChi!lfs in front of the 
"ell· Iaike!l.lI,Cv~~~:~y;;o'f th\lOO' ~l!rl! cap
.tWls,.or .commanQen.: '"..ad .. thec,tbJ,ee' iilmnaft :beiPg ./IlCn-

,tipped 
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tioned hy name as 'fuch, I gave each of them a. g<Nd.piece 
'of tohacco; telling them, at the fame time, . that ·.;this was. 
the way the company's fons chote to receive their friends 
the Cojfre .cafr/.ains; but that · we had already exchanged 
our iron 'J\nd copper in thefe very plains with· fomeother 
Caffre friends; that, however, I imagined that they had 
not ·taken their journey in vain, in cafe they <;;illed at Agter 
Bruntjes-boogte, where they would get el19ugh of thefe 
commodities from the farmers fettled there. 

When they faw that, il~ order to get . tobacco, nothing 
more was nccelfary than to he a captain, they prefented to 
me fever.1 others of the party; as being likewife. (Ku-t'kois, 
or captains, and a!ked for tobacco· forthem; buttfie fcheme 
not fucceeding, they themfelves laughed heartily at the 
captains of their own cr.eation. 'Neither did tbey filew the 
lea11: inclination to di11:ribute to thefe pretended chiefs, any 
part of the prefents that had been made them. However, 
in order to keep the real chiefs in good humour, l ·Ukewife 
gave them afterwards a handful of dry hemp, wlu,h they ac
cepted as a valuable prefent ; 'and mixing.it with fome tobac
co, fmoked it with a high relifil, while we were. talking toge
ther. The pipes out of which they fmoked, \Ilerj; circulated 
merely among the chiefs, had ftems ab?"e .. fo~_ feet ,long, 
from 3~4ths of which the pith had ... beep .. -~akf:ll out, but 
by whatmeaqs-I am entirely.ignopnt;': .. Where this .. hollow 
part or the pipe feemed;to ter¢i!';tte, . a ; ~wl~hree inches 
long but. very natrow, · .appeou;e? ~t9be- fi..l!-ed}at.,the ,bottpm 
of 't~~.t~ti:\>eiog ".1i:.~pi.."<ii>'nl' ~<\ ~"W:ith;'h;l,.nd:or 
collat.i.,~~~:;-',~e-.w'!I' J,as!h~~· ;{hy~". of !a;¢;lft . are in a 
thiP., .. ,5t~ . th~, f~,;u , bore": and fi~~ : ot th~ howl, one 

VOL. II. L I mar 



f 776• 
January. 
~ 

A V 0 Y AG 'E TO T,:IIE 

may venture to conclude,' tlplt··thefe c.d'reI,w~ but indif
ferent (mokers compared >to the Hottentots, . 

When they heard that we i~ded to ·hu~,~.(t' .. ..c<IW, 
and 'that · ·'thefe ·animals w,ere rather unco~ ase well as 
fuy in 'thefeparts. they told us, that about K~;river, 
Ihefe creatures wore·,feim to come up out of the river .in 
ihe ·very middle of ·the day, and both to f1eep and graze 
in the fields there;. ,where, in 'falt, for the fake of defending 
themfelves from·the attacks of their enemies, they were col
leCted in as great fillmhers,anhe,·pebble-ftones I altually faw 
fcattered by the/ideo~ I(!ftb-rivier, on the fpot on which 'we 
then ft. 'Though tbis.COlDpBrifon was, it mutt be own
ed, in tHi?iWe Qriental .ftYle1 yet it is probable that thefe, 
animals . were ;really, to :he ' found , in great Illlmbers about 
the river. above-mentiol'led; and ~at . they were far from 
'being Ihy, but. grazed and f1epi; on land in open day, as 
the Caf&es informed us ; for, in confequence, of the un
C\lltivated flate in which. they 'were, and particularly as 
theyhad:n9t,the ufe ofd jre-arms" the~ people muit ne
ceifarilY 'M oblig1ld~giw. ~)'tQ anin\alsof fuch ftrength 
and magnitude. '" 

When it"gfCw d:al't.$e:~~ ftoodup, aod without 
any 'kind ofOrdeF, or ta1dnllleave{ w.ent tQwaros a large 
bufh,at the .a~;. ofa .. ,~u~~ from ,·us, .where 
they ~~ti a: gJrir.jt4.'~~;~ich, ~",toolt up,tb.eir re
pofe"''''', the n~; ;·;'s.Ii<I~y::,:after ~,ji~4 a,:hideous 
!&Ii . ;~,~t~iaDii,~ ·~ured".that it . ' .. ded ... 'ng , . . '"'" ,' J 't ~1v,;~.· .. ,:. ': ,;-: ;' ·-~r.; . , .. ~. -. 
fiii!i!ii ' rome··'i .... at:'~Aw....l.l. ;~I.';"' ... ·' . ,:,,,.,,~_.;;,w. " "A_ • 

. ' . . ~ .. , . 'i,~ , , ~,V',.~ .• g ," ,'t. ~-~1:~c<t~4oI -
l~.~"Nand ;;.I'~;'''·~~(~/ltil~:f,!·md 
tlii: 1Jtjft.; \.which .~ '-\fdW .. . :tiiO"'ftpy."' .. iOii .... ,-. , '. . 'O·l .• ' , · -~l'J';"'.Qot~~· 
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ill;' right fide; "witn' its left fcltiIleg bound 'r;ver its 'head ;' 
neither was any Other binding Ill' faftening"necc1fary, as the 
anim2.llaY'tolerii:My fti:ll; "though not yet deail; whi1e' 'five 
or 1ilC,pOOple ~'fl:ood by; :md m3de "feveral indfioo5 'with 
their h:l'tragais into its ,ftomach, whiCh thefafterwaros took 
ounhrilligh ali open,ing they made f~r' that purpofc in the 
eheft. I 'do lint know whether thiS 'way of flaughtering 
beafts is pratl:ifed bt any other nation ;"it certainly appear
ed 'to he a very cruel one, thOilgh 'Whi~ tliis bufinefs was 
difpatehing, a good de:!! of mirth and bug'llter fee/ned to 
pafs between thofe who h'I'hhe man"g-em!mt of it. ' The 
whole of this operation, h~"':ver, did not take up a long 
time, the animal's pain tetmirianllg with its life in ab<iut 
two minutes aftei'the lirft 'iricilion'had been made. Imm~ 
,liately after this they fet abOut flaying the 'beait piece-meaf, 
with the affiftance of their hatragais, and cuning the hide 
,into fiices of different forros and lites. Thefe were Iike
wife intended to be eaten, a. I .fterw:ll'ds learned' from One 
of my Hottentots. who the next day got' a :brOiled pioc. 
of it, in exchange for a little ' tobacCo ';' '':rid 31ruti!dine, 
that when an ox or cow'shire 'was well dre'lfed, vii, firft 
boiled in water and' thenln miitr,' if 'i. by'M ,/nearis 'aciln
temptible difu. 

Whliewe Were fta.ldtrig,td feethe\i'feaft ':il\IUghtered~ we 

tdoknotftif~ati'=' '~iIIt~' ;ii~h:~'e~. ;~~~;;~!5~' excluuve of thofe' 'fb'at ~~~I~~were 'piled 'Up 
ni ' 'thiids:; "who 

~~~l~:~~~~b;Y'~" :~:, :~fo~C~~~I~ 
.'Are; ~ 'l'tid'eed;' tliey dt\l'OOt (tern 'n,' pardi<: 
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\ean regard to our being prefent: however, as it was grown 
"ery dark, we thought it moft advifeable not to make a 
lung ftay. We had fcarcel y got horne, before their inter
preter caine along with two Calfres to borrow our pprridge 
pot. This meJTage our Hottentots interpreted to us in a 
fiJrrowfuJ tone, adding, that the Caffres "fually kept what 
they borrO\ved, elfe we muft have a (rus./e) or difpnte with 
them. As our porridge pot was abfoll1tely a trcafure to 
\lS, and was particularly ufeful to our Hottentots, for the 
purpofe of boiling and melting their fat, &c. and the 
cattres probably could not have withftoocl the temptation 
Of keeping it, I thought it was :l.S well to have a rusje 
with them at firft as at bft. I endeavoured to pacify them 
however, by a civil ,tilfwer; and fent them word, that if 
the company's fons had two porridge pots, they woul,] cer
tainl y" lend one of them to their friends the Caffres ; hut 
that we were then hungry, and were going to drer., OUi 

viCtuals that very night: to which I added, that fome ikill 
was requifite in order to drefs viCtuals in our pot, fo that 
they might not be fpoilcd; for which reafon, 1 would my
felf take care to have their meat dreJTed for them the next 
morning, as foon as ever ' they f.houJd fend it to my Hot
tentots. It is true, they fuffi:red themfelves to be put olf 
with this compliment'; but we could not tell for all that, 
whether they might not take it in their heads to fend J 

f.howeD,·of darts in:·ihe night;' before 'we were aware of it, 
through .the tilt of- our waggon,;:.in the ' fame manner a~ 
happened to HEt'iP~E* AEli, "whore ·ftQry 'I bavc 'related at 
page J54 ·of this' Vollrtne'; on'~ft.icli·,.aOCdnilfi'VefJlrtified 
that pari of our waggon With' aur ;faddles; aIid-dle:·fidns ·Of 

beafts, 
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beafts, and defend~' p\lrfelves 6n. the fides with bundles of 
paper, clothes, ·and pieces of dried rhinoceros's hide;. Two 
guns, with their muzzles pointed in a proper llOfition; were 
placed at each end of the waggon, fo that we could directly-,. 
on the firft rupture, difchargc four piec:es; IDQreovcr, in order 
to increafe the alarnl and terror of the enemy, we were 
then, as well as at the firit arrival of · the Caffres on the 
preceding day, prepared 10 tlirow, ,if necetTary, powder
horns and large cartouches inro "the fire, which was .lbo~t 
(:i~ht or nine paces uifbnt from us: we were likewife on 
this occcafion to ha"e filled our pockets without delay with 
loofe gunpowder, in order to keep up frol1'l OIl\' fire-arms, 
a brilker, though leis effectual fire, and a continual report, 
with a view to frighten the enemy at a diftance. We 
confidercd our horfes and oxen too, which, according to 
our connant ~om, ',,"erc tied to the waggon all around it, 
as a kind of intrenchment, having particular rcafon to 
expect, from the !hynefs of our horfes, previous . notice · 
of any attack; fa that upon the whole we fiept tolerably 
fecure: and though, even after fueh ample. preparations 
for our defence, we thought Durfelves happy to cfeape 
being attacked by the enemy, yet ftill we could not help 
wifiling that we had been able to gratify our friends with 
an account of an atTault on the part <,>f the Caffres. 

t cannot help thinking, however, that the inftaoces we 
have of the deceitful d:!jXJfitions of the barbarians in gene
ral, and of the fudden tranfitions which are fometimes 
made by tlie!ll. from- a ftate of peace ' and· tranquillity to , 
that of ~pirie andfiaughter, arc fufficient'to juftify all our 
fufpicions, and. ihe precautions . we took with refpect to· 

t.hem; 
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them; and I am inclined to' confider 'ihebeing maffacred hy 
thefe fellows, a' onefpecies of the fudden death, againft 
which we' are taught to pray in the Litany. I have lately 
been informed by a letter from Mr. IMMELMAN, dated from 
the CalX>, z 5th of March, I7 8 I. that the Coffres at that 
time were laying wafte every thing they could meet with in 
the difiricrs belonging to the Chrifiians: among others 
PRINTSLO, myoId worthy haft, and the 6rft I had at 
Agter Bruntjes";'oogte, had had the mortification to fee his 
new houfe burnt to the ground by there barbarians, after 
having loft his numerous herds of cattle, out of all which 
he had bdm 'able to fave' no more than fix oxen. A wo
man, of tli~ name of 'KOETS]E; had with great difficulty 
efcaped the purfuit of thefe barbarians, having heen obliged 
to leave one of her children behind her, ,which had been 
pierCed through the body with feven ha.i5. The lofs 
of the Chrinians in the article of cattle, is faid to amoullt 
to twenty-one thoufand; while, on the other hand, they 
could not meet with the third part of that nt1mber of cattle 
belonging 'to the Caffres, who, Mr. IMMEL MAN tells me, 
were kd on by the Captains MOSAN and KOBA. I cannot 
fay whether it was either6f thefe that paid us a vifit, aR I 
forgot to lake down their names, and therefore cannot re
member thein {o','" to oo'certain of them. Juft after mid
night it rained, wiih thunder and lightning. 

The next moming (being the z zd) at ten o'clock, the 
whole party of C'ilftii:swent ',~w;ly ,\Tithout taking leave, 

", , .. " , .'.' 
after having; und!!ii ' pt~tenCe <ijf(c!ilitrg!WmiI<Jh row, tried 
to get a fight of' allfhe'itori 'iUld:~f:I\tiilcll" '{My fup
pored l,had brought with ine :hciwevet;' tlar4 ;11nig'ht not 

lead 
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}ead them into temptation, I ihewed them nothing but 
plants and infects, which I told them were the o .. ly com
modities I had of any moderate value; thefe, however, I 
fuppofed they would hardly take in exchange for their 
cow, which we otherwifc, on account of the ftore we fet 
by the milk, would have been glad to have bargained with 
them for. 

After tlus they bent their courfe towards Agler Bruntjes
boogte, and were met on the road by three farmers, viz. 
J ACOB POTGIETER, with his fan FLIP, and his fon-in-Iaw 
FRANS LAB ESKAN]E, who were coming with three Hot
tentots, according to agreement, to ftrengthen our party, 
and to enable us the better to 'block up and fuoot the 
fea-cows. 

As the colonifts are ftrictly prohibited from carrying on 
an y kind of commerce with the Hottentots and Caffres, and 
as befides thefe peafants, not without reafon, fufpected the 
Caifre'; defigns, apprehending at the fame time, that they 
wonld at Ieaft ftrike a terror by their arrival, in thofe whom 
the y left at home behind them, they at firft endeavoured 
to dilruade them in a friendly manner from going to the 
town; and afterwards had recourfe to threats, which fuc
ceedefl better; atruring them, that in cafe they would not 
go their way peaceably, they would make a great havock 
amnng them with their fire-arms; which, in fact, as they 
were on horfeback, they might do without danger, by fuc
ccfiively difpatehing them in fmall parties, in the fame 
manner as I mentioned at page t 43 and t 54 of this vo
lume, and of which the Caffres were not ignorant. 

As 
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As to the external appearance of thefe Caffin, I found 
them not fo tall in general as the Gonaquas HotteJltotJ, ~U1d · 

the Calfres I faw with that people ; neither were they 
nearly fo much adorned with copper and beads: they \vere, 
however, full as rabufi and manly. 

While I was waiting for the arrival of the three farmers, 
aud there was no particular natural fubjcCl: ahout this fi)ot 
that required peculiar attention, I fet about digging in the: 
earth after antiquities. I hall before this, during m y firfi 
refidence near Groote Vijcb -rh.Jier, obfcrvcll heaps of ilone s. 
Jarger than thoic few] had feen ncar K rai.'a/- r ivicr, and 
colnrx>fed of frones fllual to them in bulk. They were 
from three to four anll four feet and a half high, and the 
bafes of them rneafllred fi x, eight, and ten fect in dianlcter. 
They likewife lay ten, twenty, fift y, t\'l/O hundred paces, 
and even farther afunder, hut conftantly between two par
ticular points of the compafs, and f..:onfequentl y in right 
lines, and thofe always running parallel to each other. 

llikewife found theCe heaps of fiones in ·a confideraLIe 
nun1ber, and knew from the account 1 had on this [uujcCt 
from the colonifis, that they extended in this manner lcvc
ral days journey frOln this fpot, in a northern direction, 
through uncultivated plains, into the 8me/c Vlaklcns, as 
they are called, where they are [.,id to be met with in a 
ftill greater numher of parallel lines. Thefe monuments 
are therefore confidered as irrefragable proofs, that this 
tmel: of country was formerly inhabited . by a race of peo
ple, who were more .powerful and numerous than ei
ther the Hottentots or .Caffrcs, whoCe JepukhraJ . rites .. as 

well 
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well as other cuftoms, and above all their inconccivahlc 
{loth and idlencf.,;;, are too well known for them to be fu f
I'c6ted of fuch large, and, to all appearance, ufcleis under
takings. 

In the mean while, in order to clifcover the intention of 
thde heaps of frones being colle6ted together, many con
jeCt ures were formed with various degrees of probability: 
thus 111ueh, however, is certain, that they could not have 
heen colle6ted together by any other than /laves. But 
whether this was done by a people bending beneath the 
yoke of fupcrftition, or elfe under that of monarchy or of 
al1 oligarchy, I ihall not pretend to determine. In the 
Hrft cafe it is probable, that they conceived thcmfdves 
hound to make offerings like thefe, of ufclcfs toil and troll

Lle, to their tyrannical gods ; or in the latter cafe, were 
compelled to pay this tribute to the pride and vanity of 
fome tyrant, who even after death, for the f.lkc of immor
talizing ::md procuring vain and itnag inary honours for hi ~ 

dufi, contrived in this manner to wafie the ftrength, anll 
cxllOnft the forces of his furviving flll~e6ts . Under the 
influence of which foever of thefe caufes the fron es hayc 
been accunullated, they are certainly the rclicks of il)n1C 
early period, in which, whether fmarting under the fcourge 
of fuperftition or that of a tyrant, lOme populous nation hos 
dwindled away to a few fcattered herdfmen, or dfc ha, 
been degraded to the prefent race of Caffres, Hottentots, 
Eolbies-men, and favages. 

In fome few heaps of frones, I obferved that the founda
tions only kad been laid, or perhaps the frones had beell 
carried off, till the remainder was level with the furface of 
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th e eorth. As thefe feemed moll: c.onvenient for the pur
pore of cxplorin p; the ground, 1\1r. IMMELM AN and I rode 
Bearly three miles to one of them, which was in the vici
nit)' of Koks-craal, in order, as I ['lid before, to fearch af
ter antiquities, or any relicks whatever of antient times, 
concerning which I \vas in hopes of getting inforn1:1tion. 

A bar of iron, two fcet long, which we had t3.ken \vith 
us in order to dig up bulbs and roots with it in the courfc 
of our journey, was the only inftrument we had fit for our 
purpofe; and we had not an opportunity of taking any 
1110rc hands with us by way of afiifting U !:-, than the young-eft 
of our Bothie:;-llku, a frout, wining, and alert young felhny. 
\Vc J11Ct, ho\...-cvt:r, with itnpc<lin1cnts not to be overcome, in 
large {toncf, piled 'up dofe together, f() that '''' ith our united 
ftrellgth we could not get luore than two feet deep into the 
rentre of the heap, and that not without g reat labour and 
trouhle; and at bil found nothing more than fome rotten 
lJirs of trees, and fomething that appeared to be a piece of 
:l vone quite mouldcrcd away. The Hottentot who before 
this, induce,} by the tQbacco which we promifcd him, had 
affii1ed u s, though not without fileering 11S a good deal, 
~tl1d ridiculing u s in his own language, ' '' hich we di ll not 
underHand, at bft fairl y burft out a laughing, and began 
likewifc, with an air of great indignation, and morali zing 
on the matter, to turn his back upon the work. To thi s 
m"y be added, that this diftriCl: was very much note,l for 
haroouriPg Iiolls; and that. our horfes, which we had t"rIl
ed out upon the paftures, with their heads and legs tied 
together, had firayed away, and were miffing a long time 

before 
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before we rould find them again an1011g tlw I.mihcs on t!: ic) 
"dangt: rmls ij){)t. 

III the llufk we got home to onr waggon t ~\lld ,,;ere not 
a little plcafcd ,vith the punctuality of the tlllTl' brrncrs 
before 11}okcn oft who were now come, ag rccalJly to th<.:ir 
prumif~, to affilt. liS in hunting the fC~l-COW: thoug h at 
the fame time J was, and am 11ill exceedingly n:xcd at 
having lllifkd the opportunity of exploring, in a proper 
l11alllllT, and with a fuHicient degree of acc uracy, the hc~ps 

of nOllc :; oc(;urring in thefe parts ; an illveftigation v.,hich 
would probabJ y throw nmch light on the nature of 111an
kitHi in general, and n10rc particularly on its prifhnc con
dition in this part of the world. ,There was a vague repurt 
propagated here, that a farmer had found on a fpot Ileal' 
the cliftritl: of Calndcuo, [orne anticnt fione ruins. This 
flory 1 fhall make no comment upon; yct) together \\" ith 
the heaps of frones fo often mentioned, it form s a fllhjecr 
worthy of a particular and dofe inveftigation: and this 
could not be done by anyone better than IVIajor GORDOI\', 
'who, being a melnber of the regency at the Cape, and a 
man of great genius and an inquifitivc turn of mind, would 
certainly have as great a clailu to the gratitude of the pHh
lie by his fuccefsful labours on this fubjec1, as he has al
ready by clearing up the remarkable hifiory of the Ctl lflc/O

partialis . 
Jacob K oks-craal, which I have mentioned before, and 

put down in my n1:lp, is a place which is ill general paif
able with waggons ; and from the fitllation of the moun
tains near it, and other circum fiances, is faid to be the key, 
as it were, to the northern part of Africa. It is r eporte,\ 

III m 2 to 

., ( , ~ - - , 
1776 . 

J. " lll~: \' . 
",--..I 



268 AVOYAGETOTHE 

1;76, to hJ.ve obtained the name it now bears from the circum
Jllnllary . 
..,.,.....; fiance of] AeOB KOK, my friend at Zeekoe-rivier, who, with 

feveral others, had intended to make a long journey a great 
way up the country, h;lVing been detained for feveral 
months by an unufilal flooding of the water; which indeed 
was fo great, that the force'~of the fiream even prevented 
them in their attempts to erofs it on a float of wood. On 
this, as well , as on the preceding night, we had thunder 
and rain. 

On the next morning, being the 23d, we fet off from 
hence, in order to go to another part of the river. This 
day I for the firft time perceived that my lazy Bofhies-men 
run fafter and hold it out longer, than I fhould other
wife ever have fuppofed. The farmers, who had lately 
joined our party, and who were better apprifed of this eir
cumftance than we, as well as of what was to be expected 
from thefe gentry, obliged fome of them to carry our arms, 
and at the fame time follow as faft as we rode; our pace 
in general being an ordinary trot, which we now and then 
changed to a gallop, for feveral hours together, over dif
ferent kinds of ground. Once or twice, indeed, we made 
a little ftop; but twice at other times, having taken our 
arms from them and carried them ourfelves, we went the 
fafter, by which means we foon got fomewhat a-head of 
them, 'but did not wait long before they came up to us, 
In fhort, I found then, as ' well as afterwards, that even 
the oldeft of thefe fellows would run about' twenty miles 
in the fpace of three or four hours, without appearing to 
be extremely fatigued by it. The farmers moreover affured 
me, that they knew of Bo1hies-men, who could hold out' 

In 
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in this mantler all day long; and had, by this means, ran 
uown, and with their own hands deftroyed, n1an y elks or 
hart-beefts, efpecially when thefe creatures had been pre
vionlty wonnded. Indeed, molt of the people belonging to 
this nation arc obliged, for their fupport,to acquire this fwift
ncfs of foot; to which, befldes their manner oflife, and their 
education from their infancy, cannot but difpofe them. 

\J'y"o..J 

Towards evening, after having loft Ollr way feveral 
times, "ve came by a number of by-roads to a pit in the 
river, which our Hew guides, the farmers, knew ufcd to 
be frequented by fea-cows. For this reafon, all the dif
ferent ways, by which thefe animals might come up from 
the river, were befet by us feparatel y, our hunting·party 
confifting in the whole of feven perfons ; viz. five of us 
Chrifiians, togethu with my Hottentot and another belong
ing to the farmers. Befides this, the relt of the Hottentots 
were ordered to go to the windward and to the luore open 
places, and by (macking their whips and making other noifes, 
to frighten and drive the animal towards us, as foon as it 
ihould make its appearance: in confequence of which mea~ 
fnres it appeared to us, that, when at length obliged to go on 
ibore in queft of its food, it muft neccifarily come to the 
hiding-place of fame one of the hunters. Everyone ofthefe 
places were jult at the edge of the river, between the reeds 
which grew on the dry parts of the river, or on thofe ijx>tS 
which the water had left, and at the fame time clofe to the very 
narrow paths which the animal had made for itfelf at each 
place: in confequenceofwhich difpofition, it would inevitably 
,pafs not above fix inches, or a foot at molt, from the motlth of 
the fportfman's piece. Confequently our whole dependence 

was. 
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was npOll two circUl11'fiances, viz. th at our guns Olouhl not 
mi{s fi re, and tbat the 1hot Hlonld not fail to prove 11lOrtal. 
In [he former catc, the li)ortfman mu il: have inevitably paid 
lor his temerity with his lilt:; though in the latter he had 
1'('a[on [0 hope, frunl infiances of Wh;lt had hl:Rpcned to 
others, that · the fire, together with the report from the 
piece, as well as the ball it{elf, would confufe the animal, 
fo as to prevent it from immediatcl y making towards its 
enemy. 

The banks of the pit, which we then befet, were in 
moa places aeep and perpendicular, and the pit itfelf was 
~Imoa three quarters of a mile long: but my poa, and that 
of my fellow-traveller, happened to be at the diaance of 
not above thirty or forty paces from each other. To thefe 
very places too, after we had waited at them an hour and 
a half, in the moa profound filence, the enormous animals 
did not fail to rcfort. They had alread y, while on the 
other fide of the river, got fcent of the Hottentots, and 
))ow 111ewed by their fwimming up and down and blowing 
themfclves, as well as by a 1110rt but acute and piercing 
grunt, or neighing noife, that they had a great fufpicion of 
there palfes. I believe Mr. IMMELMAN was not Iefs eager 
and anxious than myfelf, e~ch of us expeCting every 
moment to have a bout with a huge enormous be.ft, which 
we knew had given certain proofs of its being able to bite 
a man afunder. Yet were we each of us at times no lers 
fearful, left the other fhouJd have the honour of killing 
game of {uch confequence. ~ hippopatamw, however, 
left us, and had made its appearan,c;e in the fame Ill2lIner, . 
where the farmers were ftationed; notwithftanding which, 

3 at 
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at that very inll:ant we heard it fhat at by one of the 
Hottentots. 

The fable darknefs of the night, and the glittering of the 
Hottentot's piece, together with the loudnefs of the report 
from it, occafioned by the weight of the charge, and the vi
brations of the echo prolonging the found aiong the neigh
houring chaili of mountains, all confpired to compofe a 
moll: awful and fuperb fpeeloade, which was ll:ill heightened 
by the expectation of feeing an animal fall fuperior in 
bulk to the elephant. This fublime fpeCtacle was imme
diately followed by a ridiculous kind of farce performed by 
a troop of baboons, which, from their calling and anfwcr
ing each other along a firait line, we could difcover to 
be encamped on a fieep rocky mountain in the neighbour
h ood, with regular out-pofts in the trees on each fide of it. 
After an interval of a {Oouple of minutes, filcnce again took 
place till two 'o'clock, when the other Hottentot fired his 
picce, and another alarm, though 'of fhorter duration, went 
through the baboons out-pofts and head-quarters. 

The next morning, for the arrival of which we ardently 
longed, in order to fatidy our curiofity, our Hottentot 
fportfmen related to u s the following particulars concern
ing ,the adventures of the nig'ht. Involved in darkncJS, 
C<lvered up to the eyes in reeds, and 'Overfhadowed with 
braridies of trees, th!'y (:o\lId <irily get a' glimp[e of the 
animal, 'and ecinfequendy coUld n'ot anfwer for their fhots 
having taken place ': md one of them acknmvledged, that 
he was"a little cJilfUfe(l, as" he could ,riot well fee what 
he'vas'ibOut ~' ,,00 ' forth{ 'lame reafcin" fired his piece 
too [ocin, .oefuic'''tne ariimal' hoid well rifcn out of the 
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,,"ater; the other, indeed, had had· an opportunity, botlt 
with the hall and /hot that made up the dlarge, of wound- ' 
ing the animal, which went on its road and paired directly by 
him; but he could not fee which part of the animalJ>rcfented 
itfelf before the muzzle of his piece. As foon as he had 
fired, he flank away, and directly afterwards heard the 
beafr take to the water. The rell: of the Hottentots had 
obferved one of thefe animals, probably a different one 
from this, run up on a /hallow along the river fide, and 
thus make its efcape, without their having been able to 
prevent it. After this we ftaid here till the afternoon, ill 
hopes that the wounded animals would uie and . rife to the 
top of the water, but we fraid . in vain; and to as little 
purpofe would it probably have been, had we waited frill 
longer, as there ' grew by the fide of the river a great 
number of trees, to the roots of which thefe creatures, it 
.is faid, in the agonies of death, makethemfelves fall:, by 
means of their long and crooked tulks. On the 'other 
hand, fuppofing thefe two fe.-cows to be bm flightly 
wounded, they would be cautious how they made their 
.• ppear.ance; and, . indeed, in all probability, it wonld have 
been a dangerous fervice to the fportfmen who fl)ol1ld have 
ventured to have followed them any farther. Befides, the 
water had now, iri ·the ·{pace of a few houl'8, .rifen ron
Jider:.bly, and had overflowed many {pots fit for lying in 
.ambufu; for which reafon we departed to another hip
popotamus-pit, Iefstban tb.i$. . Here too we laid, by 
.way of {nare, a large .b!unde'tbufSiwhich the farmers had 
.brought with them fw·that ·pII1'pOfe;the HOttentots OOCl1-
.pied one poft, Mr. IMMELMAN and LAIII!SCAN]E guarded 
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CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 

another; the oldeft of the farmers, POTGIETER, with his fon 
FLIP, ftationetl themfelves at the third, and placed me in 
the middle of them. Juft in this part, 'the banks of the 
ri ver were of a confiderable height, and the river itfelf 
was dried up, near an extenfive fhallow, where it was 
fpread out into a little plain covered with pebble-ftones , 
and gravel. We three then fet ourfelves down c10fe by 
the fide of each other, in a path made by the fea-cows, 
making ourklves pretty certain, as the place was fiat, and 
confequently it was light here, of being able. if any hippo
potamus iliould chance, to come upon the !hallow and look 
about it, tb fee it plain eonugh to k.ill it, with a volley of 
three iliot. But, to t1!e great endangering of our lives, 
we, on a fudden, found the animal much 'quiCker in its 
motions, as well as bolder than we had thought it: for 
while I was fitting half alleep and moralizing on the 
fubjetl, ftruck with ihe confideration, that we, with our guns., 
had at that prefent moment thedomini.onover Job's Leviathan 
or Behemoth, while on the other hand, ,the flies, ,or fmall 
mufquitos, had the dominion OVcT us, (fa much, indeed, 
that I was obliged to wrap my f'lft! up in a handkerchief,) 
a fea-cow came rufhing upon us out of the river, with a 
hideous cry, as fwift as an arrow out of a bow; at the 
fame time, I heard , the farmer <lall out, " Heer JifuJ I" 
but"fnrtilllately at the very illftalit. be. difcharged his piece, 
which flafhing full i<:I the animal's fac.e; contributed, per
haps .• more than' tl!e ,ball,:' to ,m~ke itftart back; when 
fettillgup ,.anotllerc<:ry~ , kA_ itfelf'into the water again 
with,lI8;"gr$t pecipitati.l!l!J':U it-came out. 
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