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Eh‘an the reft, thought of looking out thére for the neft
atlelf.

Having, in confequence of the bird’s direftions, dug up
the bees-neft, or otherwife come at it, and plundered it,
they ufually, by way of acknowledgment, leave it a con-
fiderable portion of the worft part, or that part of the
comb in which the young bees are hatching; and which,
however, is probably for the bird the moft delicate morfel,
and indeer, is by no means looked upon as the worft, even
by the Fottentots. I was informed by my Bofhies-men, as
wcll as by the colonifts, that a man who makes it his con-
{tant bufinefs to go after the becs, fhould not at firft be too
gratetul and generous to this officious bird, but leave for
it only juft as much as will ferve to ftimulate its appetite ;
by which means it will be induced, in hopes of obtaining
a more liberal reward, to difcover another {warm of bces,
if there be any fuch in the neighbourhood. Though there
are plenty of wild bees round about Cape Town, yet both
the bird itfelf and the peculiar property it has of difcover-

ing honey to others, were entircly unknown there; nei-

ther could I, when 1 firft heard it {poken of at Groot-Va-
ders-bofeb, confider it in any other light than that of a fa-
ble; efpecially as at the fame time I faw a lad who was
out after one of thefe birds, fail in the object of his pur-
fuit, In this cafe, however, there was great reafon to lay
the blame on the clofenefs and compactnefs of the wood,
and the greater than ufual thynefs of the bird. My Hot-
tentots from Buffel-jaagts-rivier and Zwellendam aflured me
fince, that they had likewife been acquainted with this
hird at the places juft mentioned, where they were born,

but
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but owned at the fame time, that it was there uncommon as
well as fhy; nor did it dire&t them to the honey fo readily and
diftin&ly, as in the tra&t of country where we then were
in the defert, and near the river ¢Kaqu-fkai, or Great
Vifch-river.

By collating this laft remark with my account of the
cuculus indicator, or honey-guide, irtferted in the Phio/o-
phical Tranfactions, Vol. LXVIL. page 38 and 43, it will
appear, that a geographical ‘error has been fuffered to take
place there; probably in confequence of their being obliged,
as my account was written in Englith, to alter this paffage,
fo as to make it approach nearer to the idiom of the Eng-
lifh language.

Though I had frequently in the defert, and once at 4¢-
ter Brunifes-hoogte, fecn this bird, which, on account of
the fingular property it is endued with, is ‘called by the
colonifts boning-wyzer, or the honey-guide, and, indeed,
had not unfrequently reaped the fruits of its fervices, vet
I had not an opportunity of fhooting it till 1 was on the
road to return home, when I one day purfued it, the little
creature all the while flying before me with its cheering
note of cherr, cherr. 'This, however, offended my Bofhies-
men not a little : and though I had previoufly promifed an
ample reward, confifting of glafs beads and tebacco, to my
Zwellendam Hottentots, on condition that they would affift
me in catching and thooting a boning-wyzer, yet 1 found
them too much the bird’s friends to betray it; a circum-
ftance that gave me great pleafure, as it fhewed that thefe
people were in general pofleffed of good and grateful hearts;

though
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though ingratitude, I am very forry to fay’it, is a crime,
by no means rarely to be met with among men.

While I refided in the interior part of Africa, I was
fhewn a bird’s-neft, which feveral farmers affured me was
that of the bee-cuckow. It refembled the nefts of certain
finches, which are found in thofe parts, and was formed of
finc fhreds of bark, interwoven and plaited together in the
fhape of a bottle. 'The neck or aperture of it hung down-
wards, and a plaited cord, made of the fame kind of bark
as the neft, hung, as it were, in a fwing, crofs-wife, over
and below the opening, being faftened by both ends to the
brim of this fame aperture, and was certainly intended for
the bird to reft itfelf and rooft upon.

The following defcription of this bird was drawn up
from the two which I fhot, and which were fuppofed to
be hens; for the cock is faid to have its neck (capifirum)
encircled with a black ring:

Roftrum craffiufculusn, verfus bafin fufcum, apice luteum.
Angulus oris #fque infra oculos extemfus. Nares. pofireme
ad bafin Roftriy fupreme vicine, ut carinula dorfali faltens
[epararentury oblonge, margine prominulo. Pili aliquot ad
bafin Rofriy precipue in mandibula inferiore; Lingua planc
Jubfagittata. Oculorum Irides ferrugineo-grifcee ; Palpebre
nude, nigre. Pedes nigri [canforii; Tibie drevis, Ungues
tenues, nigri. Pileus late grifeus ¢ pennis brevibus latiufcu~
Zs. Gula, Jugulum, Pectus, Jordide alba, cum aliquo vi-
vere vix notabili in pectore. Dorfum & Uropygium ferru-
yineo-grifea. Abdomen Criffumque #/ba. Femora tecta

Fennis albisy, macula Jongitudinali nigra notatis. Alarum
Tectrices Superiores, cmnes grifeo-fufca exceptis fummis
aliguot,
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aliquot, qua Ravis apicibus formant, maculum flavam i
himeris exiguam &f a plumis [capularibus Jepe tecian.
Tectrices intra alam albide, barum Supreme ex albido nigro-
que. maculate. Remiges Primarii 8, R. Secundarii 6, R.
omnes fupra fufci, jubtus cinereo fufci. Alule grifeo-fufie;
Cauda cunegﬁ;rmi.r, veltricibus 12 : barum due intermcedie
longiores angufiiores, fupra & infra @rugingfo-fufee ; proxi-
me due fuliginofe, margine interiore albicantes; Duc
utrinque bis proxime albe apice fufea, & exterius ad bafin
macula nigra notate : extima uzringue reliquis brevior, Alba
apice fufca, macula nigra vix wlla ad bafin, Ale comjilcate
coude partem quartem attingunt. Longitudo ab apice
Roftri, ad extremam Caude circitey [eptem uncias pedis An-
glicani explet. Roftrum a bafi fuperiore ad apicem [enmii-
unciale.

Since my defcription of the cuculus indicator was print-
ed in the Phil. Tranf. 1 have deen in Loso’s Travels to
Abyflinia, publithed by L GrAND in 1728, (a book to
which 1 was referred by M. B. BERGius, one of the direc-
tors of the bank,) and a gentleman of extenfive reading,
the following account, which deferves to be quoted here
verbatim.

¢« The moroc, or honey-bird, is furnithed with a pecu-
liar inftin&, or faculty of difcovering honey. They have
here multitudes of various kinds, fome are tame like ours,
and form their combs in hives : of the wild oncs fome
place their honey in hollow trees, others hide it in holes
in the ground, which they keep extremely clean, and at
the fame time cover fo carefully, that though they.are.
commonly in the highway, they are feldom found, unlefs

by
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bv the moroc’s affiftance. The honey thuls prepared un-
der ground, is to the full as good as that which is made
'in hives : 1 have only found it a little blacker; and cannot
help imagining it to be the fame, with that which St. Joux
lived on in the wildernefs. When the 720roc has difcover-
ed any honey, he repairs immediately to the road-fide, and
when he fees a traveller, fings and claps his wings, making
many motions to invite him to follow him; and when he
perceives him coming, flies before him from tree to tree,
till he comes to the place where the bees Have ftored
their treatuire, and then begins to fing melodioufly. The
Abyflin takes the honey, without failing to leave part of
it for the bird, to reward him for his information.”
There is good reafon to {uppofe from this paffage, that
the moroc of Abyflinia and the Jee-cuckoo, which I have
defcribed above, are one and the fame bird; but if this
be the cafe, it thould feem, that Father Loso himfelf had
not been an eye-witnefs of this fingular kind of chafe, or
elfe that he has not given an accurate defcription of it.
Neither, indeed, have I ever found the honey which has
been made under-ground, blacker than that which comes
out of the hives; but on the contrary, full as good as any
other honey whatever, that in the defert particularly hav-
ing a finer flavour than any I ever tafted. Though as de-
licacies did not greatly abound here, and I was obliged to
live chiefly on animal food, I cannot place any great de-
pendence upon the nicenefs of my tafte at that time. My
Ilottentots, and even two of ‘the colonifts, ate likewife the
'youhg bees and the honey-comb itfelf, or the neft, looking
upon it as the moft delicate part of the whole. The honey
VouL. L. Cc here
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!;J‘Z::.}" here was fine ahd mellow, and appeared, without having

w~~s undergone any purification whatever, to be tolerably free
from wax.—I neither faw nor heard of any one in all Afri-
ca that kept tame bees, excepting in the country about Con-
ftantia, where a young lad, the fon of a colonift, ufed
fometimes to fet out empty chefts and boxes, into which
a wild fwarm would enter without fail in the fpace of a
few days and fettle; but ‘the hive was generally taken al-
moft immedjately by this greedy amateur, and was like-
wife partly ftolen by liquorith flaves, among whom thofc
who were natives of Madagafcar had a particular knack at
finding wild bees and honey. As in the tracts of country
laft-mentioned, befides other flowers, there grow in par-
ticular many different forts of heaths, the culture of bees
might in thefe places be carried to a very:great height.
Near the Cape 1 found the wild honey of an'inferior quali-
ty. Whether this proceeded from the great abundance of
heath in the above-medntioned diftriéts, or from my being
more faftidious and nice when: I was at the latter place, 1
am not able to determine. -

The jerbua Capenfis, which I enumerated a little above at
page 180 among the animals in the ruinsof wholfe fubterra-
neous diwellings the bees, in default of trees fit for their pur-
pofe, build their nefts, is’ defcribed by Ds. J. R. FORSTER in
the Swedifh Tranfactions for 177 8, page 108, with fome re-
marks of mine annexed, 1. ¢c. page 119. 'On this head
likewife, the reader thay confult-the compilation referred to
above, called Noww.: Defcript. &8 together-with M. PaL-
LAS’s de Murium Genere; page 8% in which sbook it was--
afterwards referred to under the denomination’ of the mus

' Caffer.
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Caffer. By the colonifts it is called bergdhaas, or fpring-
baas, (the mountain or bounding hare)yand lives upon
roots and other vegetables, his principal haunts being in
the vicinity of Stellen-bo/ch and Camdebo. 1t is nearly of
the fize and colour of a common hare, but its hind legs,
by means of which it is faid to be able to take a leap twenty
feet in length, are much longer and flenderer; its fore legs,
on the other hand, are extremely fhort, the animal feldom
fupporting itfelf upon them, being generally in a fitting
pofture, and ufing them as hands to convey the food to its
mouth. Itis likewife able; with great expedition, by means
of its fore paws, and:with the afliftance of its long pro-
jecting teeth, to dig holes for itfelf and paflages under
ground; though it does not by any means experience the
oreateft degree of fecurity in this afylum, on account of
the dvkes and cuts made by the colonifts to their corn-
fields and plantations, which likewife find their way into
thefe fubterraneous paflages; fo that the jerbuas, which
are thus in danger of being drowned in their own habita-
tions, are obliged to evacuate them with the greateft pre-
cipitation, in confequence of which they are frequently
purfued and taken..

Where the inhabitants of this country have an eppor-
tunity (that of a neighbouring mountain, for inftance) of
making the dykes and fluices here alluded to, they do not
omit by means of them to drownthe moles likewife, as
they are called, ;which infeft: this colony, and which are,
in fact, a kind of . rat with fhort tails. The one fort is lefs
than the other, but is moft common round about the Cape;
and from the white {pots on its head is called dleg/mo/, and

Cc 2 15

January.



196
1776,

Janaary.

A VOYAGE TO THE

is the mus Capenfis of Meflrs. PENNANT, SCHREBER, and PAL-
Las, and the Jong-toothed marmot of Mr. BrRowN, page
112, Plate XLVI. which plate exhibits a coloured repre-
fentation of this animal; but the figure, which is the fame’
with that in the compilation we have frequently referred
to, as well as with that in BurroN’s Supplement, Tom. 111.
is not remarkably good.

The other fpecies, which is called the zand-mo/, is the
mus Africanus of Mr. PENNANT. This is in every part
thaped like the former, but is without any fpots; and
though of a moufe colour, is of a lighter hue, its tail being
in proportion cqually fhort with thi# of the other, but flar-
tended both at top and underneath, though furnithed with
hairs ftanding out in the fame manmer. it bears a great
refemblance to the figure of the mus felpinus in PALLAS
and SCHREBER, but differs from that animal in having »
comprefled tail, as I have juft before mentioned; as likewiifc
with refpe& to its body, which I have found to meafure a
foot at the highefl, though even then it was twice or thricc
as big as the mus Capenfisy or the mus talpinus.  Thele two
different fpecies, the mus Caffer and the mus Capenfis, are
very troublefome vermin, particularly in orchards and vine-
yards; aud are caught with fnares, which fall upon them at
the aperturesof theirholes; and are likewife frequently killed
with, jpiftols, which fheot thiém through the body, on theit

touching in the ﬂtghteft manner a thread tied to the trigger.

The mus Caffer is particularly unwielity vand dlumdy in its
make, and is confequently flow in ranming, making its ef-
cape with difficolty when it is found near its nef; though,:
on the other hand, when it is laidold on, &t throws the

anterior
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anterior part of its body abour to the right and left with
‘great adlivity and alertnefs, in order to faften upon its cne-
my with its teeth, In this particular I Bave, as well as
many of the colonifts, difcovered a great refemblance be-
tween the rhinoceros and the fand-mole; which, indeed,
proceeds merely from the fmallnefs of the €yes and obfcurity
of vifion in both thefe animals.

The talpa dfiatica, LINN. the talpa Siberica of Prx-
NANT, SEBA, and KLEIN; the falpa ‘aurea of BRrissow,
PaLLas, and SCHREBER; and the variable mole of BRowN,
arc one and the fame animal, which comes from the Cape ;
and which not only has- been erroneoudly attributed to Si-
beria, but likewife, on account of the number and fhape
of its teeth being unknown, has been hitherto improperly
referred to the mole genus; though, in fa&, it belongs to
that of the /hrew or forex, as plainly appears from the
tollowing defcription of the teeth, which I made after a
{pecimen 1 brought home from the Cape preferved in {pi-
rits.  Dentes fuperiores anteriores 2 cuneati, approximati
D. inferiores anteriores 4 {ubulati, horam inzermediis bre-
vioribus. D. laterales in utraque maxilla utrinque 7, ho-
rum duobus feu 33 bus prioribus fimpliciufculis, acutis,
interioribus feu pofter. 2 feu 33 bus furcatis, cufpide ex-
timo majore. This animal may therefore for the future
be called Sorex aureus, cauda nullay roftro nudo brevi, pahnis
Jub 4 daltylis, plantis § dackylis. 11ay fub-tetra-daélylis, as
this creature has, on the outfide of its three crooked claws
which ftand behind each other, a very fmall {pur, or {horter
kind of claw projecting, which the naturalifts above-
mentioned did not obferve, and which might eafily induce

them
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them very impsxoperly to augment the catalogue of the
animal creation yith one animal more than really exifts’
in it.

This creature is five or fix inches in length, its {nout
is fhort and without any hair upon it, notwithftanding
which the uppér lip is hairy. The colour, which in
other refpeéts is exceedingly beautiful, is continually vary-
ing, as ScHREBER has remarked, page 563, between green,
brown, and gold. In PETER BrowN’s Iluftrations of
Zoology, page 110. Plate XLV, ther¢ is a tolerable co-
loured drawing of this animal; the caft, however, of this
colour bordering upon gold, is not exprefled with a fuffi-
cient degree of accuracy and beauty ; neither is the leait
notice taken of the fourth fmall or external claw.

To the query which M. Parras (de Murium Genere)
propofes at page 154, in the notes, I anfwer, that this
creature, in fat, has eyes, but they are {o fmall that they
were not eafily to be difcerngd in the animal juit after it
was fhot; and in the fpecimen I have preferved in {pirits,
could not be feen at all till I had ftripped the fkin from off
the head. They are placed in the center of a ftrait iine,
conceived to be drawn from the noﬁnls to the ears. Again,
thefc latter are in the fame horizontal lme with the fauces,
the apertures of them being pretty wxdg cmma,lly, but
mternally almoft imperceptible.  This creature has no laps
to its ears.

It wﬂl be moft fuitable in this. place. to-enumerate and
give a “farther defcnpbon of .the Afnc;n &Lazels all toge-
ther,  partly as I have _juft been, d;:fmbmg {everal other
animals, and partly as by followmg the order of my jour-

7 nal
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.nal in this particular, I fhould be liable fo make frequent
repetitions.

The bartbeefl, of which I have already made frequent
mention in the courfe of this work, (viz.)page 129, 131,
270, 345, Vol. I.and page 4,12,13, 1 8,V$. IL.) is the moft
common of all the larger gazels which are to be met with at
Agter Brm{;'e;-boagte, or indeed in the whole colony, and
in all probability in any part of Africa. Thefe animals
moftly keep together in herds of different magnitudes,
though one does not unfrequently {ee them wandering
about in a folitary ftate. I have often had occafion to hunt
and fhoot them, and made the drawing annexed (vide Plate
I. of this Vol.) from one that I had juft fhot. Without
wifhing in the leaft to depreciate the labours of others, I
find myfelf neceffitated to refer my readers to this, as be-
ing the only figure hitherto publifhed, which exhibits the
leait refemblance of this animal.

The greateft height of this animal, which is from the
fore feet to the withers, fomewhat exceeds four feet.
The hgrns, (which are common to both fexes,) meafured
along~ (& exterior curvature, are from fix to nine inches
long,- and of a black colour all over, being of the fame
nature in general as thofe of the gazel kind. The colonifts
rmake handfome fpoons of them, though the gnu's horns
are reckoned to have the fineft grain, as well as the blackeft
hue, and likewife to take the beft polith. With refpeét
to other particnlars, the horns of this animal ftand upon a
{mall protuberance of the cranium, with their bafes almoft
quite clofe together, diverging as they goupwardscontinually
raore and more from each other, as far as to one third of

their
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'775- their whole length; when proceeding farther on to two
w thirds of their ;f:mlc length, they lean a little inwards or
towards each otler, at the fame time making a bend back-
wards ; fo that lgthe uppermoft or laft divifion, which is
fmooth and even, goes backwards very nearly in a hori-
zontal direftion, yet fo that the tips turn a little down-
wards. Thefe horns from their bafes upwards, as far as
to two thirds of their length, are embofled in the form of
rings, which are about eighteen in number, and near the
bafes of the horns are not elevated more than half a line
or a line above the furface benmeath; but higher up, or
near and upon the curvatures of the horms, thefe rings are
not only much larger, viz. from a quarter to half an inch,
but likewife feem to be more irregular, fome of them
forming knobs, while others take a {piral turn. All thefe
rings or elevations are {mooth in other refpetts, but be-

tween them there is 2 number of longitudinal furrows.
The predominant colour in the hartbeeft is cinnamon
colour, but the forehead is cavered with black hairs, which,
with a {mall admixture of brown, lie in a whn'lil Two
inches below this begins an oblong black {pot, Whi':d ex-
tends quite down to the noftrils; the lower lip alfo, and
the fore part of the fhoulders are covered with black hairs,
as are likewife the anterior part of the fore legs quite down
to the hoofs, thefe black hairs being at the fame time car-
ried round them, and rifing behind up-to the fﬂﬂOCk-_}Ollltb
This black colour is- difperfed mearly in‘the fame manfier
on the fore parts of the hind legs, and between the fet-
lock-joints and the heofs behind. A .good deal of the
hindmoft part of the haunch is covered with a wide black
ﬁrcuk,
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Jtreak, which reaches down to the knee, s
in the figure annexed. There arc twd\ narrow ftripes, m
which take their rife one behind each ear] and afterwards
run together all along thie ridge of the neclt.  From hence
a dark brown oval fpot extends over the whole ridge of the
back, terminating with its broader and obtufer end juit
above the tail, which is flender, and, at the firft glance,
has the appearance of an afs’s tail. The hairs of this begin
high up, being black, and nearly of the nature of briftles,
and rather pointing outwards than hanging down; the
outcrmoft, which are the longeft, being fcarcely fix inches
long. The upper and hind parts of tlic haunches are of a
pale vellow colour, as well as the anterior and upper edge
of them, the infide of them, and the belly. The pofterior
parts of the fore legs are likewife of a fomewhat lighter
hue than the cinnamon colour above- antlonul which
covers every other part of the animal.

There is a pore one line in diameter, an inch or an inch
and a half below and before the internal angle of the eve.
Frogn this pore, which is the aperture of a caruncle that
lies ow, there is fecreted a matter almoft like car-wax,
which A obferved my Hottentots kept in a piece of {kin,
as a rare and excellent medicine; on the dried fkin of the
animal, this pore is fcarcely to be difcerned. This, perhaps,
is the reafon, that fo great and accurate a zoologift as M.
PaLrLas makes no mention of this pore, as he made his de-
fcriptions chiefly from the dried fkins of this animal; and
as to the live Hartbeeft which he faw, he could not {o eafily
come at it, fo as to take notice of its pore. The rudiments
of a beard or whifkers, mentioned by M. PaLLas as being

Vor. 1L Dd on
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on each fide of the black {pot on the under lip, may like-
wife be {fecn on/he fkin of the hartbeeft which I brought
home with meJ This animal is defcribed by M. PaLLas,
in Fafc. I. p. 1l2, No. XVI. and Fafc. XIH. No. XIII. p-
16 of his Spicylegia Zoologica, under the denomination of
the antilope dubalis; but in the Syfema Natura, it has been
previoufly taken notice of by the name of capra dorcas :
wherefore I choofe to keep this fpecific name, for the fake
of avoiding confufion; at the fame time in conformity to
the well-founded opinion of M. PaLLas, referring the dor-
cas to the antilope or gazel genus. The bubalis of the an-
cients was probably the fame animal with our hartbeefts,
and {o is the vache de Barbarie, defcribed in the Mem. pour
Servir a PHif}. des Animaux, Part 11 p. 24. The figure given
there, Tab. XXXIX. is, it is trug, not a perfet likenefs of
the antilope dorcas; but being very indifferent likewife in
other refpects, may, with fome degree of probability, be
{uppofed to reprefent this animal. The defcription, how-
ever, contained in the following paflage, 1. c. does not cor-
refpond quite fo well with the hartbeeft’s hair, viz. Pos/
rOUX, ”p!zz: péle vers la po;}‘{’irze, que vers la facirze?dpf'gﬁw
de méme groffeur vers le point que vers la racine. Nt feems
to be merely this paflage that Has occafioned M. Burron,

‘Tom. XIIL p. 296, under the article dwbal, to confound the

hartbeeft with theanimal whichKoLsEecalledtheelk ; though
at the fame time he evidently gives a different defcription

of the latter, viz. that it is of an afh colour, &c. &c.
The hair of the hartbeeft is particularly fine,; and about an
inch in length, and in other refpects refembling that of harts
and gazels. The ears are covered with white hair on the
infide!
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infide. This animal has no teeth, exceptrng in the lower
jaw. Thefe are eight in number; thofe in the middle are
the broadeft, and they are likewife broadel) at the top than
they arc near the bafe; thus in number, s well as other
propertics, entirely refembling the teeth offthe gnz. The
legs are rather {lender, with fmall fetlocks'and hoofs. M.
PENNANT, in his Synopfis of Quadrupeds, p. 37, and 4n his
Hiflory of Quadrupeds, p. go, calls this beaft the ceravine an-
tilope; and {fuppofes that M. ForskaLr, by the daker uajch
of the Arabians, which he places among the animals of =
genus hitherto undetermined, means this creature. Mr.
HouTtTtuyn likewife, by the defcription and miferable draw-
ing he has given us in Vol. 1IL. p. 213, Plate XXIV. pro-
bably means the bartbec/i. Oue may eafily fee that this
figure has fome affinity with the zesnamagama of Sgsa,
Vol. I. Tab. XLIII which is likewife very properly referred
to by M. Parras for the hartbeeft; but Inow find that Mr,
PENNANT looks upon this to be his Senegal antilope: the
defcription, however, does not feem to agree fo well with
the figure of Seba there referred to, as with M. DE BUFFON’s
of tHg thoba, Tab. XXXII. fig. 2, to which he refers like-
wife. he fkeleton and cranium given by M. pE Burron
in Vol{XII, Tab. XXXVII and XXXVIIL. under the deno-
mination of thofe of the dudal, belong to the hartbeeft; and
from hence it appears, that the horns are apt to vary in
this animal.  May not, therefore, the Senegal and cervine
antilopes of Mr. PENNANT be, in fact, one and the fame
animal ? Indeed, though I have found the horns of the
hartbeeft differ from each other pretty much in their ex-
ternal furface, yet it appeared to me that the pofition of
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3;.{7&;(?,-. them was very cgnftant in the very confiderable number of
“~~~ them that I haye {cen in Africa. ‘The head of the figure

here annexed,|is rather too {mall in proportion to the
which happened, in the reduction of the
drawing from alarger to a lefler {cale ¥,

The large head and high fore-hand, together with the
afininé cars and tail of the hartbeeft, render it one of the
leaft handfome of the whole tribe of antilopes. Its pace,
when at full {peed, appears like a heavy gallop; notwith-
ftanding which, it runs as faft as any of the other large an-
tilopes. When it has in the leaft got a-head of its pur-
fuers, it is more apt than almoft any other gazel to turn
round frequently while it is flying, and, ygnaking a ftand,
ftare them full in the face. I have already made mention,
at page 132 of this Volume, of its falling on its knees, like
the gz, when it goes to butt any one. The flefh of it is of
a fine grain, and rather dry, but yet of a rather agreeable
high flavour. It is at leaft not fo coarfe and dry as that of
the bunte-bok. M. DE BUFFON, who, at page 298, feems
defirous of feparating the hartbeeft from the gazel, goat, and
all other genera, will, perhaps, now be induced, by “2:«{' has
been juft mentioned, to allow that it ‘ought rather t¢, be re-
ferred to the gazel or antilope kind.' i)

Eland, or Kaapfe Eland, (the Cape eik) vide Plite I. Vol.
I1. is a name given by the colonifts to a fpecies of gazel which
is fomewhat larger and clumfier, though, upon the whole,
handfomer than the barzbeef. 1have already had-occafion in
Vol. I. page 131, and Vol. II. page 70,96,1 165130, to make

* This defe is remedicd in the prefent cdition..

mention
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mention of this animal, and have given h defcription and
drawing of it in the Swedith Tranfadtion? for 1779. In
onc of the places above referred to, I have mentioned, that
it 1s called by the Caffres empofos; 1 have lfince found in
my manufcript notes, that it is likewifc cagled by the fame
nation poffo, and by the Hottentots Zgann. Therc has not
becn hitherto given any fatisfactory defcription or drawing
of this rare animal, as before this it had never been {ecn
by any naturalift.

Mr. PENNANT, 1n the new edition of his excellent Flif-
tory of Quadrupeds, Vol. 1. page 70, has perfectly well
comprehended my meaning in the Swedifh Tranfactions
but, as well as M. PAvLras, in his Spicil. Zool. Fajcic. XII.
p- 11, has been led by KoLsk into the error of fixing
the habitation of the Cape c¢lk in mountainous traéts ;
(vide Fafc. 1, Plate XVI1.) an error, which has occafioned
that great zoologift, M. PaLLAs, who had before in Fafc.
I. 1. c. made mention of this animal by the name of
oryx, to change it for that of orcas, (vide Fafc. XII. page
5, 11, 17,) and afterwards gave the name of oryx to ano-
thet' .Qnimnl; a circumftance which it were to be wifhed
could Le avoided, on account of the confufion in which the
multit§de of names, and more efpecially the alterations of
them, muft neceflarily involve the {cience of natural hif-
tory. After all, however, the fact is this, that the clk
antilope, like the other large fpecies of the gazel kind, lives
on the plains and in vallies, inftead of the high mountains,
whither KowBE has fent it,- and up which this animal in
particular would in all probability be too heavy and un-
wicldy to climb. The Comte de BurroN, Tom. XII. Tab.

XLVIL
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LXVL p. 378, pas delincated the horns extremcly well,
but has very improperly afcribed them to the coudou (Belgis
kocdoc) which is quite a different animal, and of which we
thall fay more ILereaftcr.

The figure ai‘-\;nexcd at Plate I. Vol. 1I. I had an opportu-
nity, in my journey homewards, of drawing from alive elk,
which had been caught while it was yeta fawn; but though
it was not quite grown up, and though it was permitted to
go loofe day and night without the leaft reftraint or confine-
ment, yet it never went away, but kept very near to man-
kind, and about the farm : whence it appears, how eafy
it wonld Le to domefticate this {pecies of gazel, which, in
its tame ftate, might be more ferviceable than either horfes
or oxcn, and, in a great meafure, perform the offices for
which both thefe animals are ufed; efpecially as this beaft
is faid to keep up its flefh without taking much food, for
the moft part contenting itfelf with fhrubs and bufhes,
which the land is more inclined to produce than grafs. It
appeared to me, that the hair in the fore-top and on the fore-
head was longer in this than in the three old ones which I
faw fhot; on the other hand, this wanted the {fmall glecva-
tion, or knob, which the others, and particularly, one of
them, had between and behind their horns. YB

This beaft is of an afh-colour, inclining a little towards
blue, excepting the following parts, which are quite black,
viz. the tuft at the end of the tail, the fkin between the
fetlocks and the hoofs, and the thin erect. mane, which
extends from the nape of the animal’s neck alm;lg the fpine
of its back.

The
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The horns of this creature, when it is-fifl] grown, are two
feet long, and of a dark brown colour; béing twifted, or form-
ing a very confpicuous wreath half way up from the bafe, in
which they have three fides and three ridges or ribs, fepa-
rated by the fides from each other; the horns afterwards be-
come round and ftraight, excepting that the tips of them arc
gradually turned a little fowards-and inwards. The hind-
moft ridge near the bafe bécomes, in the middle of the
writhen part of the horn, the middlemoit ridge, and the
moft raifed; but at its termination again becoming the hind-
moft, graduallv decreafes, and vanithes at the back of the
upper half of the horn. The interior and anterior edge
is the moft obtufe of any, and in fome is quite rounded
off; the exterior and anterior likewife terminates at top,
outwards and forwards, fomewhat higher than the others.
At the bottom of all, near the bafes of the horn, there ap-
pears feveral irregular fcabrous and oblique rings, which
are tolerably well exprefled in the figure of the tobacco
horn given in Plate I. Vol. I. fig. 3; but after this, the
fibrgs of the horn take a {piral form, running over and
paraliel with the above-defcribed twifted angles and fides of
the hgn, though in feveral places a half ring or fcabrous
inequdlity going acrofs them is difcoverable. The forchead
of this animal is flat, and tolerably broad at top, in propor-
tion to what it is lower down about the eyes, where it be-
comesverynarrow. It has a foretop ftanding ered, the length
of its whole forehead. Its nofe is tharp and pointed. Its
breatt is covered with a paleare, or loofe {kin, with long hair.

This animal has a great deal of fat, efpecially about the
heart: froin an old male which we gave chafe to and fhot,

2 we
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we oot fuch a ghiantity of fine and tender fat, as we could
with difficulty get into a box that would hold about ten
pounds of buttgr.  As at the commencement of our jour-
nev homewards through the defert, the hounds we had
with us had unluckily: devoured our ftock of butter, a far-
mer, who ftill accompanied us, fhewed us how to preparc
the fat from about the heart of the elk, and to ufe it for
drefling victuals with, and for eating on bread in the fame
manner as is generally practifed with goofe-greafe and
hogs-lard. The tafte of it alfo was very fimilar to thefe,
and to the full as good ; and, indeed, if I may be fuppofed
to have been able to form any judgment of the matter at a
time, when we were {o tharp fet, and in abfolute want of
any thing elfe of the kind, it was' rather better. The
breaft is likewife extremely fat, and is always looked upon
as a great delicacy. The flefh is univerfally ‘of a finer
grain, more juicy and better tafted than that of the haii-
beefl. “When the elk-antilopes are hunted, they always run,
if pofiible, againft the wind, even though the hunter himfelf
thould come from that fide, and attempt to drive them back.
I have myf{elf feen a moft evidentinftance of this, when on
a hunting party with three others. In faét, itis fi\ppofed,
that being very fat and purfy, they find it eafier fo fetch
their breath when they run againft the wind. - They moft-
lv keep together in large herds, 'and were fuppofed to
migrate now and then to the fouthward, like the {pring-
boks, when any great drought, or failire Wﬁh ‘refpect- to
rain and water, happens‘in the interigr ‘or 'novéhern parts
of Africa. ~ Juft before our depitture from Apter Bruntjes-
hoogte, fome Hottentots arrived there with the news, that

they
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they had feen, between the two /Zi/ch-rtviers, an infinite
number of elks, which juift at that place turned back again
and made towards the north. This picce of intelligence
was in probability very truc; for on our return home-
wards, we found feveral fpots, which before were green
and covered with herbage, grazed off quite bare, and al-
moft as much beaten and trampled under foot, as a place
of encampment for cavalry. It was imagined, that fuch
large herds as thefe, either would not deign to make way
for any huntfmen on horfeback, or elfc that the foremoit
of them could not avoid making fome refiftance, on ac-
count of thofe in the rear prefling upon them. If this
were the cafe, it would have been a great misfortune for
our {mall party to have met with this army of quadrupeds,
as they would, in all probability, have jumped over our
heads and trod us under foot, in cafe we had not had time or
room enough to have got on one fide out of their way. The
male elks, which are rather aged, and confequently {low and
tardy, keep apart from the reft of the herd; and are generally
{o fat and heavy, as, in cafe of being chafed, to tire imme-
diately on the firft onfet. And indeed, of the elk fpecies,
the males are always the fatteft and largeft in the herd, and
have evidently a fuller neck than the others; it is like-
wife thefe, that the hunter fingles out and is fure to come
up with firft. I have been affured by feveral people, that
fome of the younger and fleeter, but at the fame time fat-
ter fort of bucks, will fometimes, when they are hard run,
drop down dead during the chafe; and that melted fat, as
it were; together with the blood, would at that time gufh
out of their noftrils.

Vour. I Ee Being
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Being on a hunting-party on our way home, and ob-
ferving a young buck of the elk-antilope {pecies, a farmer
who was along with us, fent off his fon, a lad about twen-
ty years old, as being the lighteft, as well as the beft
mounted of us all, to give chafe to it 3’ and by fo doing, pro-
cured me likewife no fmall degree of pleafure, as long as
1 could get to view the chafe, which was for the {pace of
more than a quarter of an hour, In confequence of their
diftance from me, and the great rate at which they went,
the legs of the horfe, as well as thofe of the elk, being
{carcely perceptible, both the {fportfman and his game feem-
ed to {wim, or fail, as it were, ovcr the hills and plains,
while they were mutually endeavouring to get to the wind-
ward of each other. In fa&, the young huntfman had
more than once the advantage in this point; but in order
to prolong the pleafure of the chafe, and buoyed up by
the ambitious hopes of being able to tire out his game, and
afterwards drive it back to us, he purpofely neglected feveral
opportunities that offered of jumping off his horfe, (as the
fport{imen here are ufed to do) and thooting the flying foe.
Befides, the air was now tolerably calm; and in this cafe, the
animal in general does nat ftrive {o pertinaciouflyto get to the
windward of its purfuers, as at other times; fo that there have
been inftances known of fpirited and expert {portfimen who,
to their fingular fatisfaction, as well as for'the fake of greater
convenience, have hunted elks and-other gazels, and driven
them back, for many pailes together, fvom the open plains,
on to their own doorsy before they have:thought. it:worth
while to fire their pieces at them: . But €0 geturn to our
fportfman; in the fpace of about two heurs he cames back,

3 wearied
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wearied and confufed, and pleading in his'excufe that, hav-
ing fired at the beaft and wounded it, though not mortal-
ly, it had efcaped into a clofe thicket, while he was occu-
pied in adjufting his faddle, which had got loofe; together
with other excufes of that nature. He likewife added, that
while he was chafing the animal, he could plainly perceive
a bloody froth exfuding from its neck, along with the white
foam which appears on moft animails on their being hard
run. This ex{udation, or {weating of blood, does not ap-
pear to me in the leaft improbable; however, I will not
by any means pledge myfelf for the truth of it; as, being
fo very unufual a circumitance, it muft have been feen at
a {maller diftance, and confirmed by the teftimony of feve-~
ral, before it could be thought credible. Every body, how-
ever, in this country was firmly of opinion, (and, as it
appears to me, not without reafon) that although game of
this kind, and hunted almoft as hard as this, might efcape
for the prefent, they would however foon after grow ftiff
in their joints and die; or at leaft be fo difabled, that the
next time they were chafed either by {portfmen or wild
beaits, they would the eafier become a prey to them. The
cafcis quiteotherwife with hor{es,which are prevented by their
mafters framdrinking, or from being etherwife cooled toofoon,
when theyare warm. Neverthelefs, almoft all horfes which
have been much wfed in hunting, are pretty much {pavin-
od, and fometimes are very {tiff in their joints, and flow in
their - pacess»¢ill, previoufly to their being taken out a
hunting agpiny they have been rode out a little, and their
limbs, by thisumeans, rendered pliable. One of our com-
pany had a large horfe, but as thin as a grey-hound, which
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was very much foundered. This horfe, however, when
it had got warm, was one of the fwifteft 1 ever fet eyes on.

Neither are thefe hunting-partics without their difficul-
ties, and even danger for the hunters themfelves; as befides
that theycannot help {fometimes being carried by their horfes
through: coppices and thickets, (in which cafe their legs are
fcratched, and the fkirts of their coats torn by the buthes)
and are obliged to leap over pits and rivulets, neither can
they entirely avoid finking now and then into the holes
and fubterraneous paflages, which are dug in the earth by
the various Kinds of animals 1 have defcribed above. In
chafing the elk-antilope near little Fi/b river in our way
home on the firft of February, I had the misfortune to
have my horfe, which was galloping full {peed, fink into
the ground with his fore feet ; in confequence of which he,
as it appeared to me and my companions in the chafe,
tumbled over head and heel, (gat over de kop.) 1 my-
felf was thrown, with my gun in my hand, to a great
diftance from him, and was particularly hurt in both my
wrifts, of which I had not the perfe& ufe for a long time.
The gun, though it was cocked, did not go off in the fall.
As foon as my horfe came up, he galloped home again to
our waggons, which were in fight, {fo that I had the ad-
ditional mortification of being obliged-to return on foot;
a circumiftance, which, in the cafe of hunting the buffalo
or the lion, might have been .attended .with fill worfe
confequences. . My . companions. were -fo eagerand . in-
tent on the chafe, thatthey.all :rode:on without.giving
themdelves the trouble to fee whether I wanted any help
or BeE.

The
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) The elk-antilopes, however, are none of them fo fleet as
the bartbee/is; the hide likewife of the neck, particularly of
that of the male, is thicker and tougher than either the hide
of this latter or that of the common ox; and is looked up-
on, nextto.the buffalo’s hide, to be the fitteft for halters for
oxen, traces for waggons, field-fhoes, and {uch like ufes.
The female has horns, like the male, but fmaller; though
they, as well as thofe of the male, are ufed by the Hot-
tentots, both men and women, for tobacco-pipes, in the
manner I have -before mentioned at page 230, Vol.I. (fee
likewife Plate I. fig. 3. of the fame volume.) There is no
porus febaceus, or ceriferus, at the corner of the eye of this
animal, as there is in the eye of the gn# and of the bart-
bgeﬁ. 1 obferved a very fingular circumftance in the laft
clk we fhot, which was, that on each fide of its eight front
teeth, there was a cartilaginous procefs exactly refembling
a tufk. Thefe procefles were fomewhat flexible and elaftic;
in faét, they did not feem at all adapted to maftication, {o
that it was difficult to conjecture for what purpofe they were
intended by nature. In the live young elk that I made a
drawing of, it did not once enter into my thoughts to
examine how things were fituated with refpet to this
procefs.

Koedoe is the name given by the colonifts to a beautiful
tall ggzel with long and {lender fhanks, which is larger,
though much lefs clum{y and heavy, than the ek-anrilgpe.

The horns too of the 4oedoe,. befides that the {piral twift on.

theni-is more. deeply embofled, and is embellifhed with a

fingularly prominent edge, or rib, are twice as long as the,

horns of the elk. M. pE BurFoN, who has {een the horns
only
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only of both thefe animals, has, as I have already men-
tioned, mifcalled the Cape-e/t by the name of ewudou;
which however properly belongs to the animal T am now
defcribing, whofe name he has, inftead of this, diftorted
to condoma; a circumftance which - probably proceeded
from the letter to which M. Burron refers, having been
ill written, or elfe from his having madé a miftake in read-
ing it; fo that either in one cafe or ‘the other, they turned
the letter # in cowdou top{y turvy, and made an » of it.
He was Obliged to alter the termination alfo, otherwife we
fhould have had two very different animais with the fame
name. By this means, likewife, the ek-amti/ope ran the

rifk of wearing the long ftately horns of the &eedoe.
Neither has M. HouTTuYN been more fortunate in his
Notuurlyke Hiftorie, Vol. 11I. p. 267, in which he claffes
them with the fheep. Excépting the horns, the whole of
the figure he has given in Tab. XXVIL 1. c. is good for
nothing. Qur great countryman LINN£Us has been fo far
mifled, as to refer to it in his Syffem of Nature for the
figure of the ovis firepfeeres; though the body they
have put to the horns (which, however, never belonged to
it) is certainly not like that of a fheep. A better figure is
given in the Noww. -Deferip. du Cap de B. Efperance, page
41, 42, the author of which aflures usy that it was taken
from the life.- In the mean tithe I muft confefs, that I
had fo cognizance whatever of: the beard: 1 will not ven-
ture, however, to difputethe point very ténacioully; as I faw
thefe animals alive but twice:in the courfe of 'my hunting
expeditions, though, indeed; thatwas at nio great diftance.
M. ParLas, who had examined the head of 4 koedoe, re-
marks
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rmrks in Spic. I. p. 1—17, that the 4oedoe has no beard, J'n“u*fv
and therefome cannot be the capra anonyma of KOLBE. \~~J

Mr. PENNANT, Who in his Hiffory of Quadrupeds, Vol. 1.

P. 77» has accurately defcribed the 4oedoe under the name
of the ffriped antilope from feveral fkins of this animal,
and who refers to the above-mentioned figure in the Noxv.
Defeript. du Cap, as being a good one, is quite filent with
refpet to the beard. I have {fome time before afferted in
the Swedith Tranfaltions for 1779, p. 157, that the male
of the koedoe had no horns; a circumitance which had
not been remarked before by any zoologift, and which I
would wifh to confirm in this place; with the additional
remark, that the porus ceriferus, which in a number of ga-
wels #8 placed below the eye, is wanting in the Zoedoe.
Concerning this point I aflured myfelf, by infpecting the
body of a fawn of one of the animals immediately after
it was fhot.

The predominant colour in this fawn’s fkin, which I
brought home with me, is a rufty brown; the ridge of the
back js likewife partly inclined to brown and partly to white ;
“but the ftripes which go from it downwards, to the number
of eight or nine, are white ; the hind part of the belly is of a
white colour, which extends ftrait downwards on the fore
part of the hind legs in the form of a white lift, terminat-
ing a hand’s breadth above the hoofs; but directly above
them on all the four feet there is a white {pot, compofed,
as it were, of two; the fetlack-joints are extremely {mall, and
the part below each of them is of a brown colour. Onthe
breaft again, there are likewife fome dark brown marks.
The forehead apd the fore part of the nofe are brown,

the
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the lower lip is white, and there is fome white on the up-
per lip, on the knees, and on each fide of th# fore legs; a
white ftripe half an inch long runs forward from the in-
ternal angle of each eye, and thefe ftripes almoft meet to-
gether juft above the nofe; upon each of the cheek-bones
there are two fmall white fpots; ‘the inner edges of the
ears are covered with white hairs, and the upper part of
the neck is adorned with a brown mane an inch long.
From the tall and {lender form of the 4oedoe, 1 had con-
ceived it to be a very fwift-footed animal; but I have been
affured by two colonifts, that in this refpeét it is not only
very moderate, but likewife foon tires; fo that it is more
eafily overtaken by the hounds than any other gazel/: on
the other hand, the males with their long horns “defend
themfelves with great fpirit againft their foe, when he comes

to clofe quarters with them. I cannot by any means {fup-

pofe, that the large horns of the male are the caufe of its
running fo flowly; for the female, which is free from this
burthen, is not looked upon to be fwifter of foot than the
male: fo that I canhot conceive the reafon, why nature

‘has denied her the power of extricating herfelf from dan-

ger, ‘both by means of her head and of her feet.
On the 29th of January, being on our way homewards,
we came very clofe’ upon feven or eight Zoedoes, one of

-which, not placing any dependence on its legs, fled for

refuge into the river, where it got entangled in the weeds
and ‘grafs that floated on the furfice, ‘and was 'feized and
worried to death by bur hounds. * Afterwards two of our
Hettentots fwam’ to ‘it," and ‘tut 'off fevéral flices from it.

1 found the fleth mitch 'of the fame nature ‘with that of the

bartbeeft,
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bartbeefl, but the marrow was, at leaft in my opinion, ex-
tremely delicions, The koedoe is faid to live more on
fhrubs and bufhes, than any ot the other gazels I have be-
fore mentioned. A {portfman, in whofe prefence I was
making mention of the cartilages of the elk-antilope which
refemble tuiks, informed me, that the 4oedoe had pro-
cefles exaltly of the fame kind.

Another of the larger kind of gaze/ at the Cape, is
known by the name of gem/e-bok, or chamois. How im-
proper an appellation this is in many refpects Dr. FORSTER
has already taken notice, in his Voyage sound the World,
Vol. I. page 84. The horns are very well delineated in
BurrFoN, Tom. XII. Tab. XXXIII. Fig. 3. and there is a
beautiful figure of the whole animal in the Noww. Defcript.
page 56, where the name of pa/an, which had been given
it by M. pE BuFrFoN, is retained. M. PaLvas, who, in
his Spic. Zool. Fafc. I. pag. 14. hath called it the antilope
bezoartica, has thought proper to alter the name in his
Fafc. XII. page 16 and 17, to that of antilope oryx. Mr.
Iismgmq'r has defcribed this gaze/ under the denomination

“of Egyptian, vide his Synop/is of Quadrupeds, page 2535 and
his Hif}. of Quadrupeds, p. 67. M. HoutTuyN likewife
by his Fig. 1. Tab. XXIV. which LiNnN&us refers to for
his capra gazella, probably meant the Cape chamois. 1In
all probability, this animal is peculiar to the north-weftern
part of the coleny; for in the tracts of country I travelled
through, I neither faw nor heard any thing of it. At Cape
Town, however, the horns are not very fcarce.. I have one
wndermy care in the cabinet of the Royal Academy, which
is of a blackifh colour, about three feet long, and almoft
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1776 perfecily ftrait, the lower half of it at the fame time being

m diftinguifhed by twenty or more craggy wavy rings pro-
jec&ting above the furface. The upper half is {mooth, and
goes off tapering by degrees to a fharp point, the diameter
of the bafe being about an inch and a half. In other re-
{peéts, this creature is defcribed both by Mr. PENNANT,
and in the above-mentioned compilation, as being of an
afh colour fomewhat inclining to red; the belly, legs, and
face are white; but the {paces juft before and round about
the horn, together with the fore part of the upper extre-
mity of the nofe, and the lower part of the forchead, are
black, or black bordering upon brown; there alfo gocs
from the eyes to the chin a brownifh black ftripe, which
s conneCted by another of the fame kind with the above-
mentioned {pot on the nofe and forehead. This animal is
likewife faid to be of a dark ¢oelour on the fhoulders, a little
vn the fore part of the legs, on thofe parts where the belly
terminates in the fides, on the tail itfelf, and all along the
back and the neck. The tail {eems to reach to the hocks,
and the hoofs appear to be.of an uncommon length; fo,
at leaft, they arc reprefented in the figures alluded to
above.

KOLBE’S defcnptm of his elk (called the eknd-thier in
the German cdition, ‘p. 145, an{wers Detter in fome fort
to this gaze/ than to ‘that which is adtually known at
the Cape by this name, and of which 1 have - -given a
defcription; but whichever of thefe two it is that KoLsr
means, his defcription  is faulty at all events, and the
weight he mentions, vize 400 b, is under the real weight
of ‘the anumal. But be that as it willy there is the moft

' manifeft
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m'lmfef’( abfurdity in KoLer’s affertion, that an animal of
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Linuary,

fuch a w eight as this fhould be caught in a fpringe with @ e

fmall cord, and drawn up into the air,

The bdlaauw-bok is alfo one of the large fpecies of gaxed),
which, probably, are only to be found in the fame diitriét
with the gaze/ juft deferibed; excepting, perhaps, a fingle
one, which may happen now and then by great chance to
ftray from thefe parts: for at Krakeel-rivier, 1 found thev
had preferved a fkin of this animal. The colour of this
creature when alive is faid to refemble that of blue velvet,
but when it is dead it is of a Jead colour. There is a
beautiful figure of it by the name of the Zzeiran, to be
fecn at p. 58 of the compilation 1 have frequently referred
to.  On this fubje&t the reader may likewifc turn to Mr.
PENNANT's blue antilope, and M. PALLAS’S antilope lewco-
phea; being thus called by the latter gentleman, from the
circumftance of its being marked with a large white fpot
jult before and beneath each eye. The hairs on the belly are
long and white; the tail is thort; the horns go backwards
with.a curve, being decorated with about twenty-four rings
“to three-fourths of their height; but the uppermoft quar-
ter is fmooth, and goes off tapering by degrees to a point.

The bunte-bok, (the painted or pied goat) called by Mr.
PENNANT the barngfed antilope, and by M. PALLAS anti-
lope [cripta, 1 have already mentioned in Vol. I. page 129,
as being fomewhat lefs than the Aarfbee/l; and again at
page 277, as being larger than the do/ch-bok. The bunte-
bok is not to be found any farther to the eaftward of the
Cape than Zwellendam ; dbut a farmer who had been in the
country of Tambu#ki informed me, that he had there again

F f2 feen
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w mentioned.

The gnu,which I have defcribed above at pagesr 32,152,
and 175, and have given the figure of in Plate II. of this
volume, 1 reckon, with ftill greater confidence than I did be-
fore, amang the large gazels of Africa; fince induced by the
arguments I have made ufe of to this purpofe in the Swedifth
Tranfa&tions, the great Englifh PLiNy, whofe admirable
Hiftory of Quadrupeds I have fo often quoted in thefe fheets,
has likewife thought proper to refer the gzu to the gazel
kind.

To the fmaller African gazels, (which, indeed, has been
already treated of) having no porus ceriferus underneath
the eye, belong the following :

'The bofch-bok, or antilope [ylvatica, cornibus ereftis fubtri-
quetris [piralibus, corpore fufco, albo maculato, cauda brevilfi-
sna. 'This animallhave already {poken of at page 270,Vol.1.
and have given the figure of it in Plate VI. of this volume.
As the {pecific difference of the other gazels which are
better known than this in the refpective defcriptions of each
of them, or may be found in fome of the authors there
quoted, I choofe to omit the infertion of them here, in
order to avoid prolixity ; particulary as it would be of no
fervice, excepting with refpect to the making out of the
nomenclature of the whole genus.

The /pring-bok, or the bounding goat, (vide page 83 to
page 9o, and Plate V.-of this volume) is called by M. PAL-
LASy in his Fafc. XII. page 15, the antilope pygargus.

-Befides the gazels above-mentioned, there are feveral
others of which I am not able to give the zoologifts fo good
6 an
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an account as they may require of me. I conceive, never-
‘thelefs, that the enumerating of them here will not be
wholly ufelefs, as by this means the attention of naturalifts
and travellers may be turned to them in a particular man-
ner, fo that fome light may at length be thrown on this

principal branch of zoology, which has been hitherto fo-

much involved in darknefs. Thefe animals are the fol=
lowing :

The ree-bok is a gregarious animal, two.feet in height.

The predominant celour of it is. an afh-colour, fomewhat
refembling that of a hare, but a little inclining to red ;. the
belly and anus are white, as well as the under part of the
tail, which is very thort; the horns are black, quite ftraight,
and in pofition, form and fubftance, very like thofe of the
gemfe bok, but are barely a foot long, and proportionally
very {mall, confequently very taper at the end and fharp-
pointed; for which reafon the Hottentots frequently kecp
them by them, and ufe them as awls or bodkins for ths
purpofe of boring holes, when they make or repair their
thoes or cloaks. The hair likewife of this creature {eems
“fo be fofter and finer than common. The flefh of it is

dry, and is accounted. worfe than that of any other gazel.
This animal was not uncommol i Hottentots Holland,
Artagua.r-k!oqﬁ and Lange-kloof.. 1 muft own, however, that
I have drawn up the account I have juftgiven ot this animal,
from memory only, as I had the misfortune to lofe the
original defcription, together with the drawing. In a
journey like mine, loffes of this Kind are not to be won-
dered at. At times, when I was wet through with heavy
fhowers of rain, or in confequence of having forded a ri-
VEr,y
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ver, a paper or two that T had about me, muft neceffarily
have been in the fame predicament. The overturning of
our waggon likewife, efpecially at night, which happened
at two different times, was of no great fervice to my col-
lettions, particularly to my infects.

The siet, or reed ree-bok, I {faw but once, and then 1
had but a hafty glimpfe of it, as it ran by me. This was
during my refidence at Agzer Bruntjes-hoogte, and it was
therc only that I heard any mention of this creature. It
generally keeps concealed among the reeds and marthy
places, and is thought to refemble a little the animal laft
defcribed, from which two circumfitances it has obtained
the name it bears. It is, however, twice as big as the
ree-bok; they are monogamous, or keep only in pairs, and,
if 1 remember right, the females are faid to be without
horns.

Notwithftanding all the prefents and offers I have made
to my correfpondents at the Cape, they have not yet ful-
filled their promifes of fending me the fkins of thefe two
animals, which are probably a{pecies of the capra or Ga-
ZEL genus, hitherto entirely unknown.

The vlakficen-bok was the name given at Agter Bruntjes-
boogte to animals (probably of the gazel kind) two feet in
height, which ufed, in fome fort, to herd together on the
viaktens, or plains, though for the moft part difperfed and
at a diftance from each other. I likewife faw this crea~
ture twice on my journey homeward through the defert.
Though, when at a certain diftance, it did not appéar in
the leaft thy, it always took care, however, not to let any
of us'come within gun-fhot of ‘it. It ‘muft ‘confequently

' be
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be hunted down on horfeback, except the ground is too
froney and rough. The colour of it was a very pale-red or a
meufe-colour, (colore murino) on which account it was like-
wife faid to be called by fome the bleck-bok, or vaal ree-bok.
It is more clum{y and unwieldy than the ree-dok, and in its
form more refembles the animal commonly called the ffeer-
bok at the Cape.

The animals called by the colonifts ﬂem-baé, L£7y5=boky
duyker-bok, and klip[pringer, are about two feet high, be-
ing probably of the gaze/ kind, and are not uncommon
near the Cape. But for this very reafon, and in confe-
quence of my having been frequently impeded by my bo-
tanical refearches, 1 deferred the inveftigation of thefe ani-
mals till it was too late, as my departure for Europe took
place much {ooner than I expected. It is fome confolation.
to me, however, to refleCt, that this lofs may eafily be re-
paired; and, indeed, more than repaired, by fomebody elfe :
perhaps we may expect that favour from Meflrs. FORSTERS,
who, when at the Cape, were engaged in making draw-
ings, together with accurate defcriptions of thefe quadru-
ped-s"; for which reafon likewife, I even then confidered
my refearches into this matter as being the more {fuper-
fluous. Inthe mean time, however, I muit obferve, that lam:
perfectly convinced that thefe animals are of {pecies diftinét
from each other, the females of which have no-horns ; and,,
if I remember right; they have all a porus ceriferus below
the eye, except, according to what I was told, the duyker-
bok. The flefh too of thislaft animal was alfo faid to be very
dry and tough, when compared with that of the others,.
which I tafted of, and which appcared to me, with refpeét
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to the high flavour and drynefs of the meat, to bear fome
refemblance to the flefh of the hare.

The fleen-bok is of a reddifh colour, with a white {pot
over its eyes, and is probably a variety of Mr. PENNANT'S
red antilope. Hift. of Quadrupeds, page 70.

The grys-bok is of a greyifh colour, with black ears, and

a large black fpot round the eyes, being probably the 4.

Grimmia. Spicil. Zool 1. p. 8. Tab. 1L

The Mip/pringer is of a light red colour, inclining to yel-
low, and intermixed with black ftreaks ; the tips and edges
of its ears are black. The tails of thefe animals were very
thort; the horns of all the males, if I remember right, are
rather fhorter than their ears, being in fome meafure ftraight,
and at the fame time round,{mooth, ftharp-pointed, black,and
franding at a great diftance from each other, though pro-
bably they vary in their pafition. The klip/pringer has ob-
tained the name it bears, from the circumftance of its run-
ning with the greateft volocity, and making large bounds
even on the fteepeft precipices and in the moft rocky places ;
fo that, like the other two, it cannot be eafily caught with
hounds. In this refpect it refembles Mr. PENNANT’S /20if?
antilope, 1. ¢. As for the duyker-bok, or diving goat, I
have only had a fingle glimpfe of it. The colour of it

feemed to be dark brown, and its manner of running in the

higheft degree fingular; as the animal would make a bound
at intervals, rifing in its leap with its néck eredt, and in its
defcent bringing it down between its legs, and then conti-
nuing its courfe on the ground., This, perhaps, among the
bufhe;s, had the appearance of diving, and gave rife to jts
name.

Apes,
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Apesy or baboons, refide in confiderable numbers in the J;nfi-}__
woody part of the mountain, at the foot of which runs ‘A~
Tittle Zi/ch-rivier. They are faid to have long canine tecth
or tufks, and to be very fwift of foot, nimble, {trong, and
difficult to kill, fo that they will fometimes even force the
tigers to quit their hold, and part with their lives to the
hounds at a dear rate. On this account the colonifts are
not very fond of hunting them. One day, however, when
feveral baboons made their appearance very near the farm
where we were lodged, I perfuaded my hoft to fet his dogs
upon them. One of thefe baboons, which feemed rather
in years and inactive, and perhaps was not able to reach
the mountains {o foon as the reft, took refuge in a low tree
down in the plain. My piece was at this time loaded with
what they call feen-bok fhot, or fhot about the fize of a
common pea; and with thefe, at the diftance of fifteen
paces only, I hit the animal in the left breaft ; notwith-
ftanding which, the creature, though mortally wounded,
was able to ftay in the tree feveral minutes, and during
thit time did not utter the leaft cry or groan. At laft,
when it was obliged to quit its hold on the tree, the
dogs fell upon it before it came to the ground. I now
found that there was véry good foundation for what I had
been formerly told, viz. that there was no fpecies of hunting
in which the dogs thew fo much fury and malice as in the
chafe of monkies or baboons; ours having wounded the
animal in a moft terrible manner, before they could be
made to quit it. The head of this-creature very much re-
fembled that of a dog, and its tufks were about half an
4nch long ; the colour of the hair was a yellowifk brown;

Vou. IL. Gg the
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U by a tuft of hair, fo that in this refpect it refembled the tail
of the lion. ‘The whole length of the animal from head
to foot was five feet; its colour was the common baboon
colour, or a mixture of yellow and brown. Itis probable,
that this baboon is the fimia cynocepbalus of the Syflemna
Naiture; though the cauda focco/a of this animal is not
taken notice of in the differentia [pecifica, as the tails of
fuch monkies as are kept in a ftate of confinement are
ufually cut fhort by their keepers. In the courfe of my
journey I accidentally faw a young baboon or two with crop-
ped tails, which werc kept chained up, and were faid to
be natives of the Cape colonies; but they had not a dog’s
nofe and large tufks like this, {o that they probably form-
ed a diftin& {pecies ; neither had they fuch a dark colour
as Mr. PENNANT defcribes in his urfine baboon, which he
fuppofes came from the Cape. The fkin of the monkey
I had fhot, had been too ill ufed by the dogs to be worth
preferving ; but curious to know, what this animal, in fo
many refpects refembling the human race, fed upon in his
wild ftate, I opened his ftomach, and found it filled thh
a fubftance like fpinach, cut {mall and ftewed : this ani-
mal, in all probability, eats likewife certain bulbs and roots,
like the Bofbies-men; though at that time at leaft, its diet
did not appear to confift of a2 mixture of different fubftances,
neither fruit nor berries of any fort being to be found in
thefe parts, at leaft not in that quantity as to deferve to be
ranked among the articles on which thefe animais fubfifted.
They were not in the leaft fufpected of livingwpon animal
food ; befides, it is well known, that many forts of mea-

5 kies,
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kies, when in a ftate of confinement, are fed only with ipad
vegetables, and upon fuch food are brifk and lively; for u-::.;
which reafon, as one can fcarcely entertain fo ill an opinion

of M. pE BurroN, confidering him as a naturalift and author

of a confiderabl¢ number of large volumes on the {ubject of
zoology, as to fuppofe him ignorant of the circumftance of

moft of the monkey tribe obferving in general a vegetable

diet, or of the great refemblance between the vifcera of

thefe creatures and thofe of man; for this reafon I fay, it

is difficult to conceive, what could induce this celebrated
author to affert, that animals which have only one ftomach

and fhort inteftines, are obliged, like man, to feed upon
fleth ? Les gnimaux qui »n'ont quiun ¢flomac, et Jes in-

teflins courts, font forcés, comme Phomme, a fe mnourrir de
chair. (Bur¥oN, Tom. VIL p. 36.)

In fadt, muft it not likewife inevitably follow from this
pofition, that the rhinoceros and horfe, which, in like man-
ner, have one ftomach, with inteftines very fhort in pro-
portion, fhould be obliged, like man, to live upon fleth ?

pE BuUFFrON, indeed, in order farther to enforce his
opinion, advifes us, 1. c. to compare the bowels of ani-
mals with each other: but to fay the truth, it is, very un-
fortunately for him, precifely this comparifon, which when
made between man, t8e ape, the rhinoceros, and the horfe;
or again, between the diminutive fructivorous ape, /@iirsy
Tom. XV. snd thofe carnivorous animals the coxguas and
inx, Tam. IX, or the wolf, Tom. VH. militates againft
hima.,. We likewife find this learned author, who is him-
{elf, perhaps, fonder of animal than of vegetable food, at
page 32 and the following pages of Tom. VIL wging in
Gg 2 the
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the ftrongeft manner the indifpenfible neceffity that man-
kind is under of taking animal food; and in one place he
breaks out in this manner, * Were man reduced to the ne-
ceflity of living on bread and wvegetables alone, be would
Jearcely be able to fupport life in a weak and languifbiny con-
dition.”  From aflertions like thefe one is almoit induced to
fufpect, that this ample and voluminous hiftorian of the
animal kingdom, has acquired but a flight and {fuperficial
knowledge of the human race; and that, preferring elo-
quence and paradox to folid argument, he is at any time
more likely to adopt falthood and error, than to arrive at
truth : for, allowing that the Bramuns, who live without
animal food, are rather, as M. pE BurroN will haveit, a
particular fect than a peculiar race of people, {till, however,
they are men, who live and propagate their fpecies, and
are certainly by no means in a weakly and debilitated ftate.
I have been told, that a great part of the poor in China
{fubfift, and that tolerably well, upon rice alone. The lower
clafs of inhabitants in the South-Sea, (the 7asa#s) and even
thofe of the higher claffes, ufed to beg meat of us, as it was
a great rarity with them; and though many of thefe could
very {eldom get at any fifh, and even that but in {mall
quantities, they neverthelefs throve very well on this chiefly
vegetable diet, and were {o ftout and robuit as, not to men-
tion other proofs of their firength, for the fake of a glafs
bead or a nail, frequently to difpute with each other which
of them fhould carry fome of us carnivorous Europeans
on their backs over places; which we could not have other-
wife pafled without being wet-thod.. - This effice they per-
formed {o well, as never once to ftumble in pretty rapid

ftreams
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fireams with rough gravelly bottoms, though at the fame aLiﬁ}.

time the water reached up to their middles, and we fate a- A~
ftride upon their fhoulders with our guns in our hands.
The wretched ifland, called Eaffer Ifland, is a very con-
vincing proof, that human nature can accuftom itfelf to be
content with very little nourifhment ; for though we walk-
ed quite acrofs the ifland, and explored a confiderable part
of it, we could {fee no more than one little boat, which, by
the by too, was very much patched up and cobled ; neither
could we find timber enough to make another like it; fo
that I do not know what could induce Capt. Cooxk to affirm
that they had three or four boats. Neither did we obferve
any kind of fithing-tackle in the leaft, nor any figns, that
the inhabitants were nfed to get their food from the fea or
its fhore. They had, indeed, fome cocks and hens, but
as thefe were but {mall and very tame, and at the fame
time fo far from being numerous, that we {carcely faw
fifty of them in a place containing feven or eight hundred
ople, we may with great propricty affert, that there
wepe many perfons in this ifland who {fubfitted almoft, if
not quite, without animal food of any kind whatfoever.
There were fome roots there, it is true; but as thefe were
not extremely plentiful, and are held in abhorrence in the
other iflands, 1 do not know, whether the reafons given
by Capt. Cooxk are fufficient to induce one to fuppofc, that
the inhabitants of this ifland ufed them as food; and in
cafe they did, they would fcildom be able to make a good
meal of them. It is true, that thefe people- were almoft
all of them lank and lean ; jbut then it muft be confidered
likewife, that there was alfo a very great fcarcity of vege-
tables 3
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tables; as the vegetable produce of the whole country

Tardly confifted of twenty plants, among which the pifang,

vams, {weet potatocs, and the fugar cane, were the chief
articles which it appeared to me they could make ufe of.
On the other hand, thefe people were agile, and as
{wift as goats, and fcemed to be very healthy. Their
firength was not put to the trial ; but that their vegetable
food did not make them tardy in the performance of the
Cyprian rites, an efte¢t which M. pE Burron, at page 33,
feems willing to attribute to it, the reader may be eafily
convinced by perufing Dr. ForsTER’s defcription of the
Meflalina-like temperament of the women. One of theic,
who had {wam to our fhip, when it was at a great diftance
from the fhore, was f{aid, within the {pace of a few hours,
to have fuffered the embraces of feventeen of our failors
and marines, before fhe {wam again to land.

By way of farther refuting M. pE BurroN’s affertion
with refpect to the indifpenfable neceflity of an animal diet,
that in the Society Iflands the inhabitants had no great (u-
perfluity of meat for themfelves, much lefs had they any
fith or flefh to beftow on their dogs; fo that thefe creatures,
which, according to M. bE BuFFon, particularly came un-
der the denomination of carnivorous animals, might very
properly be faid to be fed almoft, if not entirely, on vege-
table food alone. 1 had no reafon, however, to look upon
them as being feeble and weak ; though, on the other
hand, the roafted ones which now and then appeared at
our table, as well as at thofe of the principal inhabitants,
were convincing proofs of their ‘being fat and in good con-
dition. Moreover, fince our hounds in .Europe, which

certainly
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certainly belong more properly than man to the clafs of my.
carnivorous animals, are often nourifhed for a long time wu
together extremely well with nothing elfe but flour and
water, why fhould not feveral forts of vegetables fuffice

for mankind ? The {laves and the Bofhies-men at the Cape,

who are engaged in the fervice of fuch farmers as do no-

thing but graze fheep, and confequently have little or no
butter-milk, and at the {fame time live in parts where the

game has been previoufly deftroyed, are yet kept by their
matfters in good condition, almoft entirely with bread and

other preparations of meal and flour; for they are very
careful not to lavifh their theep on their {laves, thefe theep

being very frequently the only articles by which they can

get a little ready cafh and pay their taxes. In THomas
Gagr’s voyage to New Spain we find, that the poor lived

on 7naiz and a fort of pbafeolus, or kidney-bean; though

thofe which live nearcr the town, now and then, at Jeaft

on Sundays, got a little meat.

In ULroa’s Voyage, Tom. I. p. 248, 249, we read as
foows: ¢ The poor people here have nething to live up-
on but papas; thefe roots ftand them in the ftead of all
other nourifhment. The Creoles prefer them to fowls
and the fineft fleth meats.” Who is there that does
not know, how great a part cacao beans make of the
food of the inhabitants in the country where they grow ;.
and how foon people of wafted and reduced conftitutions,
by means of them, recover their flefh and ftrength ! Nay,
we have an inftance of a thip’s crew, which for two months
had nothing but chocolate for their food, and were very
hearty and well with it.

Now,
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Now, notwithitanding that there are many families in

\w~~ Upper Egypt which live entirely upon dates, (vide HasSEL~

QUIST, p. 501) not to mention feveral other fimilar in-
ftances, yet I will not look upon them as abfolutely con-
«clufive with refpect to M. DE BurronN himfelf ; a§ this au-
thor, -at page g3, 1. c. advances, that abftinence from ani-
smal food would deftroy the human race; or, at leaft in our

:climate, would render it unfit. for the propagation of its

{pecies, farther fays, ¢ It is poffible, indeed, that a vege-
table diet may be practicable in'the fouthern countries,
~where the fruits are riper, the herbs have more fubftance
in them, the roots are more fucculent, -and the feeds con-
tain more nourifhment.” Setting afide this gentleman's
may be, 1 rather choofe, by inftances brought from Europe
and our own climate, fully to refute his delufive doétrines
with refpeét to the abfolute neceflity of an animal diet. I
cannot, however, help remarking, ez pajant, in contra-
diction to this author, that he has the lefs reafon to con-
fider a vegetable diet as making a man unfit for propaga-
tion,. as the vegetable kingdom produces the greateft quan-
tity of fubftances which promote venery. Befides a great
many plants belonging to the clafs gynandria,  together with
feveral others which might be enumerated, we have cho-
colate and falep, which are known even by the more ig-
norant part of mankind to be poflefled of apbrodifiac qua-
lities: peas likewife, turnips, cabbage, and other flatulent
vegetables, are looked upon as poffeffing thefe virtues in
fome degree, and that not without foundation nor unwar-
ranted by experience. This phsfepber,. indeed, who is fo
much prejudiced againft vegetable diety :might have learned

€ven
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even from the moft illiterate, that certain vegetables exalt-
ed by fermentation, as in the cafe of good wine and ale, in
proper dofes, augment, in this particular, the inclination
as well as the faculty. As to the greater degree of per-
fection afcribed by M. pE BUFFoN to the plants of the
fouthern countries, in comparifon with thofe which grow
in Europe, it is repugnant to all probability, as well as to
what we know for certain of the ceconomy of nature, which
brings to as great perfection the root, fiem, leaves, and
feed of a plant the had intended for the Alps, as of one
which fhe has planted under the line itfelf.

One cannot in particular help wondering the more, that
M. pE Burron fhould take it into his head, that the plants
which grow in the fouthern climates, have more {fubftance in
them than thofe of France; as, according to the teftimony of
OuarsoN and {everal others, a buthel of the Zichen Ifandicus,
or Iceland mofs, a plant produced in the moft northern part
of Europe, is adequate to two bufhels of wheat; and, as
M. e Burron likewife fuppofes, that the roots in the
foutlern countries are more fucculent than they are in the
north, are we to take it for granted that he did not find
the turnips in Burgundy {ufficiently juicy ?

But the fat is, that as far as a knowledge of phvfiology
and botany, and above all mature reflection, joined with a
habit of method and arrangement, are requifite in order to
enable a man to form a right judgment concerning the food
of animals, this great naturalift has in this-place, as
well as in many others, happened to enter upon a fub-
jeét, of which he is entirely ignorant: of this we have
fufficient proofs,-in the detraéting afperfions he has thrown

Noi: U. H h out
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out againft LINN£US, and his {yftem of botany, although
this {yftem has been received by all goad naturalifts. M.
pE Burron, therefore, would have done better, had he
kept to his ufual admeafurements and prolix defcriptions of
animals, their fkins, {keletons, and horns; taking care, how-
ever, for the future, to make his obfervations in a more
accurate manner than he has done with refpect to the horns
of oxen; on the fubject of which he has happened very
unfortunately to make a capital blunder, as I {hall be obliged,
to thew more at large a little farther on, when 1 come to
treat of the camelopardalis.

In the mean while, lct us finifh the difcuflion of the
queftion, in how far a man, at leaft in Francc or Europe,
(au moins dans ces pays, vide Burron, L c.) may be fup-
pofed to linger on through life in a weak and debilitated
ftate, or to be incapacitated for the propagation of his {pecies,.
by living on vegetable food, fuch as is likcly to be found
in thefe countries, e. g. potatoes, turnips, turnip-rooted
cabbage, carrots, onions, afparagus, fcorzonera, ikirgrets,
the lathyrus tuberofus, fallads, and cabbages of all knds,
artichokes, peas, beans, bread, puddings, and all thc other
various preparations of meal or corn, chefnuts, almonds,
apples, pears, and plums of all forts, melons, pumpkins,
cucumbers, olives, oil, figs, grapes, berries of all forts,
wine, beer, &c.

The very mention of thefe feems to be a fufficient proof
of the abfurdity ef M. pr BUFFON’s opinion; but as he
poflibly will not give up the point without good authority
being produced to the contrary, 1 will firft of all refer him
to his juftly celebrated countryman TOUBRNEFORT’s-exccl-

lent
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\esit obfervations in the Levant, viz. that the food of the
inhabitants of certain diftricts in that part of the world con-
fifted almoft entirely of bread, figs, and grapes, with fome-
times raw cucumbers. Farther, M. pE BurroN might have
learned from LINNZEUS’S Ameenitates Academice, Tom. 1.
p. 137, that the atbletz of former times, whofe principal
occupation was wreftling and fighting, for which purpofec
a ftrengthening diet was doubtlefs requifite, lived chiefly
upon figs before it was the practice to eat fleth. We are
likewife told, 1. c. that the poor, who were fet to watch
the fig-trees and vineyards, grew plump and fat in the
fpacc of two months by feeding on thefe fruits, joined to
a very fmall quantity of bread ; and that the foxes, which
had an opportunity of creeping into places of this kind,
ufually got fo fat upon this diet, as to be ufed by fome
people as food.

I have feen a great number of Dalecarlians, who wrought
for a long time together at a hard and laborious bufinefs,
fubfi}t almofit entircly upon hafty-pudding and beer, with-
out e¥en a morfel of bread ; neither was this in the leaft
confidered by them as hard fare. Ihave alfo met with many
poor cottagers in Up-landia, who for a long time together
even wanted bread, particularly for their children, fo that
they were obliged to bring them up upon pancakes and
frumenty made without milk.

Thofe who in the above-mentioned province or elfe-
where have an opportunity of adding a little milk to their
vegetable food, may-neverthelefs be confidered as living
nearly on a vegetable diet; as, according to M. GEOFFRO’,
'the conftituent parts of milk are almoft entircly the fame
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with thofe of vegetables, According to the accounts giver
mc by the Englith, many of the poor people in Ireland live
on potatoees only, with now and then a little milk; and a
perfon who feveral years ago refided for a long time in Ruf-
fia affured me, that the common people in fome places
there lived entirely upon four-crout and groats ; and like-
wife upon four bread, raw cucumbers, onions, falt, gza/s,
and tradakna, a difh confifting of oatmeal dried in the oven,
and mixed up with water: fo that out of thirty thoufand
peafants belonging to a certain nobleman who lived on the
borders of Muifcovy, there were very few who had the

-opportunity of tafting either flefh er fifh four times a year.

M. DE BUFFON may fee, moreover, in HALLER, Tom. VI.
Lib. XIX. a long lift of fuch authors as have produced
proofs and inftances that mankind in Europe muft necef-
farily be able, and atually are able to go without animal
food : and indeed, why fhould it not be fo, as the fumc
glutinous matter which is {fo peculiarly nourifhing in the
animal creation, is likewife found in vegetables? dfpeci-
ally as, to omit mentioning many other inftances, it/is well
known, that the people who are condemned to work in the
gallies, "as well as many others, can make fhift with a cer-
tain portion of bread and water only; and likewife, that
the inhabitants of the Apennime Mountains live almoft en-
tirely upon chefnuts.

The utility of a diet confifting entirely of vegetables in
the hypochondriafis, obftinate gouts, and other ftubborn
and pertinacious diforders;: has, moreover, -of late been
placed in a very clear light by Dro Wi GraNT, in his Ef-
Jay on the Atrabilious Confiitutiony p. 399, and-feq. in which

inftances
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Jnftances are given of its having not only greatly improved
‘the patients’ health, and given them frefh firength and vi-
gour, but likewife made them younger than before. In
the fame book too we are informed, that this diet may be
fafely had recourfe to by perfons far advanced in years;
and that it needs to be continued for the {pace of fix weeks
only, or two years at the fartheft.

'The camelopardalis is, as 1 have faid above at p. 149 of this
volume, the talleft of all quadrupeds whenmeafured in front;
and though it is only found in thofe parts of the Cape colonies
that lie fartheit towards the north-weft, merits, however,
an accurate defcription, efpecially in this place, along with
the other animals of Africa. The lateft and beft accounts
concerning the real form and other properties of this beaft
have been given to the public by the prefent Commandant
at the Cape, Major GorpoN, who fhot one of thefe crea-

tures in the diftriCt of Amamaguas; in confequence of

which, the public has been gratified with a very good
dfawing and defcription of it by M. ALLAMAND, in his
edition of M. pE BurroN’s Hiftory of Animals, Suppl. DE
LA GIRAFFE, p. 46. Of this defcription I fhall here pre-
fent my reader with an abftract.

The height of this animal, when it holds its neck ftrait

and erect, is, from the.crown of the head to the ground,.

fifteen feet two inches; the length of it, from. the cheft
to the anus, five feet feven inches; from the top of the
thoulders to the ground about ten feet; but from the loins
only eight feet two-inches; a difference which proceeds

partly from the length of the fhoulder-blades, which are
two feet long, and partly from a fharp procefs of the firft’
4 vertebra:
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vertebra of the back, which projects above a foot beyond-
the reft.  From the breaft to the ground it meafures five
feet and a half; the neck, which is decorated with a mane
like that of the zebra, is fix feet long, and confequently
twice the length of the camel’s; the head is above two
feet in length, and fomewhat refembles the head of a
fheep; the upper lip is rather larger and thicker than the
ander, but both of them are covered with {tiff hairs; the
eyes of this creaturc are large and beautiful; its fore teeth
fmall, and eight in number, and are only to be found in
the lower jaw, though the animal has {ix grinders on both
fides of each jaw. Directly before the horns there is a
knob, which proceeds from an elevation of part of the
cranium, and projects two inches above the furface; and
behind them,or in the crag of the neck,there are two fmaller
ones, which are formed by the fubjacent glands ; the horns
are feven inches long, i. e. a little fhorter than the ears;
they rather incline backwards, and are a little broader and
rounded off at the ends, where they are encircled with long
hairs, which reach beyond the horny part, forming a tuft.
In fine, the horns are covered, like thofe of other animals,
with a cutancous and hairy {fubftance 3 but the interior {ub-
ftance of them is faid to refemble the heart or boney part
of the horns of gazels and oxen, and to be procefles of

the fcull itfelf. ‘On the horns of this beaft, when aged,

there have been -obferved fmall irregular elevations,
which M. AuLamanp fuppofes to be the thoots of future

branches.
The colour of this bealt is a2 white ground, with large
reddith fpots ftanding pretty clofe to each other; which
{pots,
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fpots, in the more aged animals, incline to a dark-brown

or black, but in the others border upon the yellow. The
tail is fmall and flender, and is terminated by a large tuft
of very cparfe and moftly black fetaceous hairs; the fore
parts of the hoofs are much higher than the back parts.
This creature has no fetlocks, as all other hoofed animals
have.

This animal when it goes faft does not limp, as fome

have imagined, but fometimes paces, and fometimes gal--

lops. Every time it lifts up its fore feet it throws its neck
back, which on other occafions it holds ereét; notwith-

{tanding this, it is by no means {flow when purfued, as M..

vk Burrox f{uppofes it to be, but, on the contrary, it re-
quires a fleet horfe to hunt it.

In cating the grafs from off the ground, it fometimes
bends one of its knees, as horfes do; and 1 plucking Teaves
and fmall branches from high trees, it brings its fore feet
about a foot and a half nearer than common to the hind
feet. A camelopardalis which Major Gordon wounded in

the leg, fo that it could not raife itfclf from the ground,.

neverthelefs did not fhew the leaft figns of anger or re-
fentment ; but when its throat was cut, fpurned againft
the ground with a force far beyond that of any other ani-
mal. ‘The vifcera refembled thofe of gazels, but this ani-
mal had no porus ceriferus. The flefh of the youn;r ones
is very good eating, but fometimes has a ftrong flavour of
a certain fhrub, which is fuppofed to be a {pecies of 7ui-
mofa. The Hottentots are particularly fond of the mar-

row, and chiefly for the fake of this hunt the beaft, and.

kill
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kill it with their poifoned arrows. Of the fkin they make
veflels, in which they keep water and other liquors.

M. pE BurroN, who has very unadvifedly taken it into
his head to declare war not only againft LINN£Us, but like-
wife againft his difciples, has, in a prolix introdudtion to
his Differtation wupon the camelopardalis, (Girafe, Tom.
XHI.) in a peculiar manner infulted the memory of Dr.
HassELQuisT, a man whofe merit has fhone confpicuous
in feveral different {ciences. School-boy, pedant, blunderer,
&c. are the terms, as reproachful as unmerited, in which
M. pE Burron fpeaks of a man, who at too early a pe-
riod, alas! for the interefts of f{cience, yet crowned
with the applaufes of the literati of Europe, fell a vi¢tim

to his zeal for natural hiftory. I could fincerely have

‘wifhed to have avoided this difplay of M. pE BUFFON’s un-
generous conduét, that it might not reach to the know-
ledge of any others (befides thofe who are already acquaint-

ed with the fact) in how far, on occafion of the defcription

of the above-mentioned animal, he has forgot the language

of a gentleman; but my refpect for truth in general, and

a wifh to throw a light on my prefent fubje&, the hiftory
of animals, forbid me to be filent on this head.

The refpect likewife which I juftly bear to M. Has-
SELQUIST, on account of his merit, and a full conviction
of his innovence, call upeon me to defend him; and that
more particularly from the reproaches he -has fuftain-
ed for not having mentioned in his defcription of his
camelopardalis, whether the horns of this animal fall off

or not. If it be a fault in Dr. HassEnQUIsT -not  to have

mentioned what he could not poffibly fee, and not to have
defcribed,
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defcribed, Tike M. pE BUFFoN, in the compleateft manner, 1775
what he could not poffibly know, I muft then confefs my- \~o
felf faulty on the fame grounds; as, though in fat I was
allowed to draw up a defcription of the dried head of a
camelopardalis ‘at the Cape, yet I could not obtain per-
miffion to faw in pieces or diffet the horns, as they were
promifed by the governor to a particular friend of his in
Europe. It is much to be wifthed, ,@ndeed, that M. pE Bur-
roN had followed Dr. HasseLQuIsT’s example in this re-
{pect, in which cafe his Natural Hiftory would have been
much fhorter, much more ufeful and authentic; and,
what would have been ftill better, our oxen and cows
would have kept their horns on their heads in the way in
which nature has ordained they fhould, viz. without their
falling off every third year, in conformity to the ignorant
affertion of M. pE Bu¥FoN, Tom. IV. p. 459, and of the
edition revifed by Mr. ALLAMAND, p. 176. He there fays,
« Ainfi la caftration ni le {¢xe ne changent rien 4 la crue
& a la chute des dentes : cela ne change rien non plus a
la chiite des cornes, car elles tombent egalement a trois
ans au taureau, au beeuf & a la vache, & elles font rem-
placles par d’autres cornes qui, comme les-{fecondes dents,
ne tombent plus; celles du beeuf & de la vache ‘devien-
nent feulement plus groffes & plus longues que celles du
taureau. L’accroiffement de ces fecondes cornes ne fe fait
pas d’unc maniére uniforme, 8 par un developpement égal;
la premiere année, ceft a dire, la quatrieme année de Page
de beeuf, il lui pouflfe deux petites cornes ‘pointues,.nettes,
unies, & terminées vers la téte par une efpece de bourrelet,
Pannée fuivante ce bourrelet s’eloigne de la téte, poufl¢ par
VoL, Il I1 un
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(o776, un cylindre de corne qui fe forme, & qui fe termine aufhi
ey par un autre bourrelet & ainfi de fuite, car tant que Fani-
mal vit les cornes croiflent.” For the fake of fuch per-
fons as have not had an opportunity of being better ac-
quainted with M. pE BUFFON and his works, 1 will juft
take occafion to obferve, that this is the celebrated man,
wha, after a minute inveftigation of every concomitant
circumftance (in confequence of which he has likewife
favoured us with .a particular defcription of the whole pro-
cefs) thought himielf authorifed to advance, that a comet,
having ftruck againft the fun in its courfe, beat feveral
pieces out of it, of which the planets were formed, and
has befides calculated the precife time which each of thefe
celeftial bodies refpectively took to cool.  But quite enough
has beenfaid of 2 blunder, which the moft illiterate cottager is
able to rectify, in cafe it fthould happen to miflead any
raw {chool-boy, totally unacquainted with natural hiftory.
But as we are upon the fubjet of horns at prefent, I can-
not help requefting M. pE BUFFoN to inform me, how the
fmalleft elk’s horns, Tom. XII. Tab. XLVI. could grow
from the fize which, at page 326, under the article mq-
xames, they are faid to be of, (viz. not quite fix inches
long;) how thefe, I {ay, could grow {o quickly, at page 357,
358, in the article condow, to the length of two feet? if, in-
deed, the nice admeafurements of M. DAUBENTON, page
377> 378, MCXCIX. M. C. C. are in every refpe& to be
depended upon. Neither can I better comprehend, why
Meffrs. pE BurroN and DAUBENTON make ufe of the fame
horns fortwo quite different animals;: by doing which, they
have induced two other zoologifts, certainly in other re
fpeéts
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f?e&s’: the greate(t and moft accurate in Europe, in like
manner to refer to horns of one and the fame {pecies, for
two different animals ; though this, indeed, is not {o' much
to be wondered:at, thefe gentlemen being too complaifant to
harbour fuch a degree of miftruft with refpect to the Hiflorre
Naturelley as;- in fact, was in this cafe neceffary ; neither
could they eafily fufpect fo palpable a miftake in this great
work of Meflis. pE BurrFoN and DAUBENTON, concerning
which, however, I fear, that many people will pafs the
{fame judgment, as M. pE BurroN has done on SEBA’s
thefaurus. But I muft write a treatife confifting of many
volumes, were I to continue to diffe¢t M. DE BUFFON’s
work ; I fhall therefore content myfelf at prefent with
making, as briefly as poffible, a few remarks on the ca-
melopardalis and the wvwerra ichneumon, (the girgffe and
mangoufi of BUFFON,) on account of the defcriptions of
which M. HasseELQuisT has been {o ill ufed.

M. pE Bur#oN has not been able to point out, much
lefs to demonftrate, any blunder committed by HasseL-
QuisT; but why does he then blame this learned and
highly deferving academician @ It is, indeed, aftonifhing,
that he fhould confider HasseLQuisT’s defcriptions as pro-
lix, when,in faét, the fame animals are treated of in one and
the fame Tome of M. pE BUFFON’s own writings ; one of
them in at leaft twice, and the other twelve times as diffufe
‘a manner; notwithftanding which, this fame volume is
ftill farther fwelled out with admeafurements of the vaging
and urethra of the rat, Is itpoffible here to refrain’ fromen-
quiring,'what is'the ufe'of all this ? fince the animal alluded
to has nothing extraordinary in the proportion of this part,
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and ftands in no need of any affiftance with refpeét to its
copulation, and never has any occafion either for the catbeter
to be applied, or to be cut for the ftone. The very cat itfelf,
an animal which every old woman has it in her power to mea-
fure and examine in her chimney corner, has likewife been
obliged to undergo the moft minute and tedious admeafure-
ments in the Hifoire Naturelle, though at the fame time,
on account of the beautiful engravings, which, more than
any thing elfe, threw a light on this work, the learned
world, according to M. pE BurroNn’s own confeffion, I c.
page 9, might have been very well fpared thefe trifles.
M. HasseELqQuisT’s Latin, which M. pE BurroN fays is
no Latin at all, is neverthelefs perfectly good, an.l exacily
fuch as is required for the purpofes of icience, concife, ex-
preflive, and eafily comprehended by any one who has
ftudied the language, and may even be underftood by any
{chool-boythat has made the leaft progrefs in thisdepartment
of learning. It is not HassELQuisT’s fault, that his defcrip-
tion as it is quoted by M. pE BuFroN, 1. c. page 7 and 8,
from negligence, ignorance, or malice, has been fo badly
copied from the original edition, fo that e. g. from it may
be concluded, that the animal’s teeth and tongue are round,
and are placed on its head together with its horns, 8&c.
How was it poffible for this circumftance to efcape the cri-
tical eyes of the great BurroN, fuppofing indeed that he
underftands Latin, and, as he expreffes it at page 15, L. c.
is capable of feizing the genuine knowledge of nature by
means of & vue immedigte de Pefprit & coup doeil du

genie #

In
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In fhort, I am forry that Dr. HassELqQuisT's defcription | '77%

Thould appear dry to M. DE BurroN ; but I cannot help 33‘-'233
thinking, that if it had been f{tuffed and feafoned with un-
juft and ili-natured critici{ms, with conjeGtures and miftakes,
even though it had been compofed in the French language,
and in the moft tumid and high-flown ftyle, moft lovers of
truth and natural knowledge would have found it in the
higheft degree difguftful. The reader nceds only compare
Major GorpoN’s defeription with that of Meflrs. pE Bur-
roN and DAUBENTON, in order to be convinced of the in-
fignificancy and futility of all their tedious deductions and
calculations.
ilad M. pE Burron taken the pains to underftand, and
made ufe of HasseLQuist’s Latin defcription, inftead of
quoting it, mecrely for the purpofe of criticiing it right or
wrong, he would have known, that the head belonging to
the fkin defcribed by M. HasseELQuisT, was four {pans, or
at leaft two feet long ; and confequently, that the defcrip-
tions of OpP1AN, HELIODORUS, and STRABO, are by
no means adapted, as M. pE BurroN affirms they are,
to give a tolcrably juft idea of the camelopardalis, or
girafle; for, according to thefe, a giraffe, of the fize of
a camel, has a head not above twice as large as that of an
oftrich : a creature which would certainly make a figure in
Prince P*##’ colle€tion of monfters. (Vide BryDONE's
Tour, Vol. I. page 93.) We are, however, too well ac-
quainted with, and have too great an efteem for, the ex-
tenfive genius and learning of the Count pE BUFFON, in
the leaft to fufpeét him to be of the fame tafte; although,
befides the circumftance above alluded to- concerning the
head,
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head, he terms the camelopardaiis at one and the fame time
the handfomeft, and, with refpect to its legs; the moait
enormouily difproportionate animal in the whole creation ;
though other people are apt to confider that only as beau-
tiful which is proportionable. M. pE BurroN might like-
wife have learnt from Dr. HAsSELQUIST’s accarate ‘defcrip-
tion of this quadruped, that neither the head nor legs are
{o difproportionate, as he imagines them to be. In fine,
Major GorpoN did not find this animal {o tottering, floth-
ful, and unwieldy, as it has pleated M. pE Burron, with-
out any authority, but that of his own prolific imagina-
tion, to reprefent it in the defcription he has given of it.
With regard to the vwerra ichneumon, or the mangou/l,
I fhall only fay, that at the Cape I had an opportunity-of
comparing M. HasseLQuist’s defcriptien of it with the
creature itfelf, and found it remarkably accurate. This
fame gentleman having obferved in a note, that the French,
when in Egypt, are accuftomed to beftow French names on
the natural objets of which they have no knowledge, and
confequently have in all probability given the name of
rat de pharaon to this animal ; M. pE BurroN confiders this
remark as an attack upon the French nation. But if M. pg
BurrFoN means by this, to excite his countrymen againft Dr.
HasseLeuisT, he muft pardon me when I tell him, that
1 am too well acquainted with the generofity and difcern-
ment of . the French nation in general, to-fuppofe that his
defires would be: gratified. For sy part, I can have no
inducement on the {core of any natianal predilection to take
Dy HASSELQU1sT's partagainft M. ps Burron; as allithole
who are occupied in enlightening themfelves and mankind
8 by
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by the promotion of fcience, are, as being fellow-labourers,
to be confidered likewifé as brethren and fellows of a com-
maunity, in which it is neceflary for each to affift the other
in promoting the objet of their common purfuit; in a
word, they are countrymen and fellow-citizens of the com-
monwealth of literature. After all, whether there is any
foundation for this obfervation of Dr. HASSELQUIST Or no,
in neither cafe can it in the leaft affet the reputation of
the French merchants who are ufed to vifit Egypt, whe-
ther they are faid to give French or Latin names to the
fubjeéts they fee, or whether they take the pains to learn
the Arabic, Turkifh, or Coptic names of them ; ftill lefs
could it have been M. HAssELQUIST’s intention by any re-
marks of his, to caft a refle¢tion upon a whole nation.

To conclude, if M. pE BurroN had read and taken the
pains to underftand M. HasseLQUIST’s book, with any other
view than that of criticifing LINN£Us and his difciples, he
might have eafily found by it, that HAsSELQUIST’S manu-
fcripts were feized in Egypt after his death, being after-
wards redeemed by the munificence of a great queen, and
through the confpicuocus love and zeal for fcience of the
fame exalted perfonage, were ordered to be printed in the
manner mentioned in the preface ; and that confequently,
the author himfelf could not put the laft hand to his work; in
which cafe, indeed, he poflibly, either from memory or from
his notes, which were loft by his untimely death, might
have added the defcription of the interior part of the girafe’s
horn, which M. pE BurFroN feems to have fo very much
at. heart. Perhaps, likewife, M. HassEnQuisT, in order
to pleafe M. pe BurpoN, would have fomewhat cur-

tailed
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tailed his defcription of the mangouft; though, as I have
faid before, it is much fhorter than ‘it is in the Hfﬂoiz“é
Naturelle.

I have doubtlefs faid fufficient at prefent, to convince a
man of M. DE BUFFON’s great genius, that even he, with
his fuperior talents, is capable of committidg blunders, and
at the fame time has in particular done great wrong to
academicians of the higheft merit : and that if, on the con-
trary, he fthould rather thew that he is touched with com-
paffion for their {ufferings, and is at the fame time happy on-
every occafion to vindicate their reputation when attacked,
he would give manifeft proofs of that magnanimity and
candor which, in a great man, ought always to go hand
in hand with his talents, and which would moft affuredly
add to the efteem which every lover of literature entertains
for them.

Of the tiger-bo/ch-£at 1 have made mention above, and
had an intention of defcribing it in this place, (together
with the reft of the African animals) from the {kin of this
creature which I brought home with me; but find that it
has fince been fo accufately defcribed and delineated from
the live fubjet by Dr. ForsTER in the Philofoph. Tranfaét.
Vol.' LXXIL for the year x781, that I can refer the reader
to it with the greateft pleafure.’

On the 21t of January,: as I have mentioned above at
page 169, we teok our-departure from Agler Bruntjes-
baogte. ‘In the afternoeon we arrived at Great Vifch-rivier,
where we again refolved. to try our luck in the purfuit of
Jea-cows 5 for I 'was determined :not:to depart out. of the
country, before I had made as accurate an inveftigation of

this



CAPE or GOOD HOPE.

this large, though not unknown animal, as I had of the
Ywo-borned rbinoceros, On our arrival ata certain {pot upon
Vifch=-rtvier, we found feveral farmers from the province we
had juft left, who had arrived there before us. In their com-
pany, likewife, came to this place a hufbandman, or, as they
are ufually called here, a corn-boor, from the country near
Cape Town. When we firft faw him he was {leeping un-
der a fhady treg, by the fide of a perfet beauty, who was
clad in a light fummer drefs : no wonder then, that {o un-
common and romantic a {cene appearing on a fudden in a
defert, fhould immediately chafe away all thofe images of
defolation and wild horror, which the favage and dreary
afpeét of thefe plains had begun once more to excite in
mine and my friend’s imagination: and I would not anfwer
for him, that he would not foon have forgot all his botany,
had he fuffered himfelf any longer to be carried away, by
the firft delightful and charming impreffions made on him
by the contemplation of fo perfect a produéiion in the chief
of the three kingdoms of nature. On our entering into
converfation with them, our voluptuous corn-boor and his
beautiful {poufe informed us, that they had juft been to
pay a Vifit to their relations at Agter Bruntjes-boogte, where
having experienced for the {pace of fix months the fweets
of the eafe and convenience attending a paftoral life, when
compared with the drudgery of that of the hufbandman
and wine-drefler, they had given up all thoughts of their
former bufinefs, {o that they intended to {ell their vine-
yard and corn-farm near ‘the Cape, and to look out for
fome fpot.in thefe parts, proper to carry on the grazing
bufinefs.” . Our. converfation on this fubjet was now in-

VoL. 1L Kk terrupted
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i-26.  terrupted by the arrival of another farmer and a little bov
t::z, of their party, who informed us, that fome wild beafS,
probably a tiger, had juft before come upon one of the
hounds bv ftcalth, and torn it to pieces, while it was drink-
ing out of the river, on the very {pot where our informer
told us he had juft been laying down for an afternoon’s
nap, having rifen from it only half a minute before. Thev,
as wcll as we, bad only heard the dog give one fingle
fqueak ; after which it was found quite dead. So that in
all probability the wild beaft had, previoufly to this, lain
in wait for the little bov, in order (as they faid) purfuant
to its ufual cuftom, to kil him in a {ly infidious man-
ner, and then, aftcr a fhort interval, to return and carry

him off.

In the mean while, this.incident put us all inftantly into
an alarm, and occafioned us to take to our arms in order
to revenge ourfelves. Accordinglv, feveral couple of hounds
were put upon the fcent in a thicket clofe by the river fide,
where the wild beaft {ftill lay concealed, while we pofted
ourfelves round about. The hounds, which followed the
fcent with great cagernefs, foon drove the tiger out, and
that only forty or fifty paces from our beft thot, a little
old farmer, who fhot him flying, as it were, while he was
fpringing fromthe ground. The ball was found afterwards to
have entered at the upper edge of the gnus, and to havemade
its way through the whole length of the bodys, till at lait it
came out at the aninzal’s mouth; asa great part of the palate
was miffing, and thie remainder of it, clofe by the fore teeth,
was bloody, without thefe latter, however, being damaged
in the leaft. 1do mot know whetlrer'this cam be explained

from
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from any particular pofition of the animal, or rather from
she circumftance of the ball, in confequence of the refiit-
ance it met with, having gone vut of the right line. On
the body of this wild beaft we found a little bippobo/ca, to-
tally unknown to naturalifts, which they told me was
vfually met with on the carcaffes of tigers. They like-
wife informed me, that a peculiar fort of fly, much larger
than this, in all probability likewife of the 4ppodo/ca kind,
fubfifted on the body of the lion.

The animals which I and the colonifts in this part of
Africa call tigers, are of that kind which are reprefented
in Tab., XI. XII. and XIV. Tom. IX. of M. DE BUFFON’s
work, under thc¢ denomination of pambem and !copard.r.
At the Cape I have likewife {een {feveral {kins of the cunoe
of M. pE Buv¥ron, which, by fome of the colonifts, was
diftinguifhed from the former by the name of /eopard, and
was faid to live chiefly in the mountains, and to be lefs
common, bold and daring, though more treacherous and
deceitful, than the animal ufually called tiger at the Cape,
or the pcmtbcr of M. pE BurroN: to which, however, it
is equal in point of fize, though the fkin is not {fo beauti-
ful, nor {fo much coveted, as it is more fhaggy, and cover-
ed with longer hairs, neither is it fo much {potted nor fo
gloffy.

Both thefe forts, when they happen to come in the way
of fix or eight hounds of the common fort, which, in fact,
are ufed by the colonifts for this purpofe, are eafily caught,
or elfe torn in pieces by thepn. 1faw at one farmer’s only at
Ganize-craal, about fourteen or fifteen furs of tigers, as
they are called, which were faid to have been taken and

Kk 2 killed
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killed within the {pace of three years, by the common dogs
belonging to the farm ; now and then, however, a dog of
two had loft their lives in the confliét, or elfe had been
very much wounded.

I was told, that a flave who looked after his mafter’s
cattle, had been attacked unawares and by ftealth on the
plains between 77ger-mountain and the Cape, by a tiger,
with which he had long ftruggled and rolled about upon
the ground : at length, however, the tiger was overpower-
ed by the {lave, who, notwithftanding the dangerous wounds
he had rcceived, recovered. This, though bordering on
the marvellous, is not abfolutely incredible ; for when re-
venge, or the dread of inftant death, is added to a man's
natural ftrength and vigour, he is almoft capable of per-
forming {upernatural things. I recolle&t, moreover, to
have read, in JoNsTON’s Thaumatographia Naturalis, that
a man of the name of PorLypamas, was able, unarmed, to
kill a lion. The tiger, however, that we fhot at this
place, feemed to me to be rather dangerous to grapple with.
It was thought to be old and about the ufual fize. 1 can-
not find in my note-book, whether I had taken any notes
of the meafure; but I think I remember that the beaft was
two feet high, but much longer in proportion than a dog
of the fame height.

Very early in the afternoon, the hunting party above-
mentioned went away, and abont an hour before dark there
arrived a hord of Caffres. They had got within three hun-
dred paces of us, before we diftovered them, being to the
number of about ‘ene hundped, all"men; ‘and each of them
armed with a few Aafagarsy or @ couple of #wries. ' They

marched,
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marched, moreover, directly on towards our waggon, not
with the carelefs gait of ordinary travellers, but with mea-
fured fteps, as it were; and, in fhort, with an almoft af-
feCted pride and ftatelinefs in their deportment, as they
approached nearer to us. Upon the whole, we could not
well have received a vifit on this {fpot more unexpected, nor
of a more alarming nature; indeed, it occafioned a vifible
confternation in feveral of my Hottentots, at the fame time
that it puzzled my friend and me, to think in what manner
we fhould receive this nation fo on a fudden, {o as to avoid
fharing the unhappy fate which, as I have already mentioned
before, at page 1 54 of this volume, attended HEUPPENAER
and hisfuit. In cafe of an attack, my Hottentots were too few
in number, and too cowardly to be depended upon ; fuch
of them as were of the Bofhies-man’s race, and had come
with us from Zondags-rivier, would probably have affifted
in plundering our waggon, had they found a convenient
opportunity ; and who knows, whether they were not in
{ecret intelligence with the Bofhies-men, who were at this
time in the fervice of the Caffres, and belonged to their
party. ‘They had long prefled me to leave Agzer Bruntjes-
boogte., At leaft I had hints given me afterwards, that this
vifit of the Caffres was not accidental, but was paid me in
confequence of fome intelligence given them by certain
Hottentots at Agzer Bruntjes-boogte. However, I had not then
time to go imto fuch deep fpeculations on the fubjett, being
entirely occupied by the apprehenfion, left the party under

my command, by the {fmalleft appearance of cowardice or
a difpofition to mﬂtmy, fhould call forth the ufual enter-

prifing fpirit of the Caffres. I was very {enfible that my
friend
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friend and I, mounted on our horfes, would have been a
match for them, in like manner as the two men were wlo
revenged HEUPPENAER’ death; but in this cafe, we had
not a moment to lofe, much lefs had we any {pare time to
fetch our horfes from paifture. 1 therefore refolved in-
ftantly to carry matters with as high a hand as itwas poffiblc
for me to affume in the fituation we were in, efpecially as
I knew from experience, ithat by this means the Indians
might fometimes be kept in awe jult like children. Ac-
cordingly, I began with my own Hotientots, threatening
with the moft terrible Dutch oaths my memory furnifhed
me with, to fhoot the firft..man through the head, who
Thould ftir a foot without leave, or once open his mouth
to the Caffres ; or, in fine, thould not, at the fmalleft nod,
perform what I might think  fit. to. command. My com-
panion, on his part, taking a handful of bullets, put them
into a loaded gun of an uncommon length which he had
brought with him; in the mean time frequently addrefi-
ing himfelf to me, and making it out to be a very eafy
matter (and of the feafibility of which there could be no
doubt) to kill with it the whole body of Caffres at a fingle
fhot, in cafe they fhould:offer to behave in a hoftile man-
ner; and at the fame time, in order to give fome proba-
bility to this gafconade, did not-omit to practife a few ma-
neeuvres in the true legerdermain ftyle. - While Mr. Im-
MELMAN was thus with. hxs long guny beygad all doubt,
making a tremendous. ﬁgtug,m the eyes of the Gaffres, and
ronedwith: mrlgxm' :apd the. fmwﬁ fnien
I'gould poﬁmmmmw@, hey- ca §
upy'as it were, into a clofe bodyy with ghree
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their front. A Hottentot interpreter in one of the wings, 1776.
feemed juft going to open with a long harangue; when I m
put a fudden flop to his {ublime oratory, by accoﬁmg him
with a few rough compliments in the Swedith language,
and turning my back upon him.

This haughty and uncivil reception, which would only
have ferved to irritate any other than Hottentots and Caffres,
on the contrary, from the very beginning, abafed their
pride, fo that they ftood like a parcel of orderly, or rather
intimidated, {chocl-boys, and waited for my queftioning
them; upon which we, in quality of the principal fons of
the company, ordered our interpreter to afk them what
nation they were of ? Whence they came? and whither
they were going ! For the purpofe of making this exami--
nation, I called out JAN SKEPER, the moft alert and intel-
ligent of all my Hottentots, and had the fatisfaltion to fee
him fly to me like a flath of lightning; a proof of his
obedience, which, indeed, was atthis time very agreeable to
me ; as it was requifite in order to excite in the Caffres a high
opinion of our authority and power : but the {till higher
ideas, and even dread which he had conceived of this nation,
put his whole body into a tremor, {o that even his tecth
chattered in fuch a manner, that he could not utter a word,
This unlooked for cowardly behaviour, threatened to {poil
my whole plan; for which reafon, both from. indignation,
and in . order to difguife the rgafon of his trembling, I
threatened him very hard, and accofted him in the rougheft

mannger.: Jd.am not certain, hcrwever, whether the Caffres

were. pot. mm'e .ﬂnrpn-ﬁghwi than  1withed them to be ;
¥ how-



250
17560
Januury.

o/

A VOYAGL To THE
however that be, fome of them fixed their eyes upon him
and laughed.

Whenever the interpreter of the Caffres offered, which he
did feveral times, toenter into a private converfation with my
Hottentot, I conftantly took care to prevent it, In fine, the
account they gave of themfelves was, * that tliey wereCaffres
from Ka:mps rivier, and were come hither merely with a
view of meeting with us, and to fee whether we had
brought with us a great deal of iron and copper to ex-
change for their cattle ; for they knew from report, that
we were come from a great diftance, and had long refided
in thefe plains.”

In the mean while, .this propofition of theirs with
refpe&t to the traffic and cattle, appeared to me extremely
fufpicious, inafmuch as I could not at that time perceive that
they had brought any live ftock along with them; and
thofe which their herd{fmen and boys brought to this place
afterwards, confifted merely in a few milch cows and young
{teers, upon which they fet an amazing high price, and
in all probability, intended them for their own fupport
«during their march.

In order to prevent their fitting down without being
previoudly afked, I told them without delay by means of
the interpreters, that they bad my leave to fit down, whilit
I gaye my aniwer on. the. fubje@ of their propofed com-
merce.  Accordingly they fat them{elves down in the fame
order as they came,: viz. the three Chiefs in front of the
zeft. 1 afked, neverthelefs, how many of them were cap-
tains of commanders :. aud the. three foremoft being men-

tioned
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of tobacco; telling them, at the fame time, that this was ey

the way the company’s fons chofe to receive their friends
the Caffre caprains ; but that we had already exchanged
our iron-and copper in thefe very plains with fome other
Caffre friends; that, however, I imagined that they had
not taken their journey in vain, in cafe they called at Agzer
Bruntjes-boogte, where they would get enough of thefe
commodities from the farmers fettled there.

When they faw that, in order to get tobacco, nothing
more was neceflary than to be a captain, they prefented to
me feveral others of the party, as being likewife £Ku-2kais,
or captains, and afked for tobacco for them ; but the {cheme
not fucceeding, they themfelves laughed heartily at the
captains of their own creation. Neither did they fhew the
leaft inclination to diftribute to thefe pretended chiefs, any
part of the prefents that had been made them. However,
in order to keep the real chiefs in good humour, Ilikewife
gave them afterwards a handful of dry hemp, which they ac-
cepted as a valuable prefent ; and mixing it with fome tobac-
co, {moked it with a high relifh, while we were. talking toge-
ther. The pipes out of which they {moked, were circulated
merely among the chiefs, had ftems above four feet long,
from 3-4ths of which the pith had. been taken out, but
by what means I am entirely ignorant. Where this.hollow
part of the pipe feemed to termipate, a bowl three inches
long but very natrow, appearedto befixed at the bottom
collary “in the «fgne way asi the fays; of ra - maft are in a
fhip. - Erom - the. fmall' bore and fizg.of this bowl, one

VouL. Il. L1 may
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76 may venture to concludey that thefe Caffres were but indif-
January.
“~J ferent {mokers compared to the Hottentots.

When they heard that we intended to-hunt the /ea-cow,
and that thefe animals were rather uncommon as well as
fhy in thefe parts, they told us, that about Komap-river,
thefe creatures were feen to come up out of the river in
the very middle of the day, and both to fleep and graze
in the fields there; where, in faét, for the fake of defending
themfelves from the attacks of their enemies, they were col-
lected in as great numbers as the pebble-ftones I adtually faw
fcattered by the fide of #ifch-rivier, on the {pot on which we

¢k ‘Though this comparifon was, it muft be own-
edy in thé true Oriental ftyle, yet it is probable that thefe
animals were really to be found in great numbers about
the river above-mentioned ; and that they were far from
‘being thy, but grazed and flept on land in open day, as
the Caffres informed us; for, in confequence of the un-
cultivated ftate in which they were, and particularly as
they had net the ufe of fire-arms, . thefe people muft ne-
ceffarily ‘be obliged to giwe way to animals of fuch firength
and magnitude. -

When it grew dark, the Caffres ftood up, and without
any kind of order, or taking leave; went towards a large
bufh, at the diftance of a: miufket+fhot from us, where
they ‘made a great. Gre; near which they took up their re-
pofe for the mghﬁ‘ Shmtly a&er we: heard a_ hideous

the béalt, -which had beers felled. mha Mmm
I !tS
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its right fide,  with its left fore leg bound over its head ;

9-59

tlﬂ'

neither was any other binding or faftening neceffary, 2s the o

animal lay tolerably ftill," though not yet dead; while five
or fix people ftood by, and made feveral incifions with
their haffagais into its-ftomach, which they afterwards took
out'through an opening they made for that purpofe in the
cheft. 1 do not knmow whether this ‘way of {laughtering
beafts is practifed by any otheér nation; ‘it certainly appear-
ed to be a very cruel one, though while this bufinefs was
difpatching, a good deal of ‘mirth and laughter feemed to
pafs between thofe who had the management of it. The
whole of this operation, however, did not take up a long
time, the animal’s pain terminating with its life in about
two minutes after the firft incifion had been made. Imme-
diately after this they fet about flaying the beaft piece-meal,
with the affiftance of their haffagais, and cutting the hide
into flices of different forms and fizes. Thefe were like-
wife intended to be eaten, as I afterwards learned from one
of my Hottentots, who the next day got a ‘broiled piece
of it, in exchange for a little’ tobacco s and affured me,
that when an ox or cow’s hide 'was well dreffed, viz. firft
boiled in water and then in milk, it is by'no mieans a con-
temptible difh.

While we were ftanding to fee the beaft flaughtered, we
took notice that il the f{pears and Waffagais, exclufive of
thofé that were ufed in killing the animal, were piled up
together in the middle jﬂﬂ Before onie of the chiefs; who
was f wfervedw ¢ very bily in Hfuing 'out his orders;

ng obeyed without 'delay by ‘thofe who
he fire. ' ‘Tndeed, they did not feem o pay the
L1-2 leaft

oy
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leaft regard to our being prefent : however, as it was grown
very dark, we thought it moft advifeable not to make a
long ftay. 'We had fcarcely got home, before their inter-
preter came along with two Caffres to borrow our porridge
pot. This meflage our Hottentots interpreted to us in a
forrowful tone, adding, that the Caffres ufually kept what
they borrowed, elfe we muft have a (rusye) or difpute with
them. As our porridge pot was abfolutely a treafure to
us, and was particularly ufeful to our Hottentots, for the
purpofe of boiling and melting their fat, &c. and the
Caffres probably could not have withitood the temptation
of keeping it, I thought it was as well to have a ruge
with them at firft as at Jaft. 1 endeavoured to pacify them
however, by a civil anfwer ; and fent them word, that if
the company’s fons had two porridge pots, they would cer-
tainly lend one of them to their friends the Caffres; but
that we were then hungry, and were going to drefs ous
victuals that very night : to which I added, that fome {Kkill
was requifite in order to drefs victuals in our pot, {o that
they might not be fpoiled ; for which reafon, I would my-
{elf take care to have their meat drefled for them the next
morning, as foon as ever- they fhould fend it to my Hot-
tentots. It is true, they fuffered themfelves to be put off
with this compliment ; but we could not tell for all that,
whether they might not take it in their heads to fend a
fhower of darts in the night,” before we were aware of it,
through the tilt of our waggon, in the fame manner as
happened to HEUPPENAER, whofe ftory I have related at
page 154 of this volume; on which account we fortified
that part of our waggon with our'faddles, and the fkins'of

beafts,
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beafts, and defended ourfelves 6n the fides with bundles of
paper, clothes, and pieces of dried rhinoceros’s hides. Two
guns, with their muzzles pointed in a proper pofition; were
placed at each end of the waggon, fo that we could direétly,
on the firft rupture, difcharge four pieces; moreover, in order
to increafe the alarm and terror of the enemy, we were
then, as well as at the firft arrival of ‘the Caffres on the
preceding day, prepared to throw, if neceflary, powder-
horns and large cartouches into "the fire, which was about
cight or nine paces diftant from us: we were likewife on
this occcafion to have filled our pockets without delay with
loofe gunpowder, in order to keep up from owy fire-arms,
a brifker, though lefs effe¢tual fire, and a continual report,
with a view to frighten the enemy at a diftance. We
confidercd our horfes and oxen too, which, according to
our conftant céftonm, were tied to the waggon all around it,
as a kind of intrenchment, having particular reafon to

cxpeét, from the fhynefs of our horfes, previous -notice-

of any attack ; fo that upon the wholc we flept tolerably
{fecurc: and though, even after fuch ample preparations

for our defence, we thought ourfelves happy to clcape

being attacked by the encmy, yet ftill we could not help

withing that we had been able to gratify our friends with

an account of an affault on the part of the Cafires.
 cannot help thinking, however, that the inftances we

have of the deceitful difpofitions. of the barbarians in gene--

ral, and of the fudden tranfitions which are fometimes

made by them from a ftate of peace and tranquillity to-

that of rapine and {laughter, are fufficient to juitify all our

fufpicions, and the precautions. we took with refpect to

them s
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726 them; andIam inclined to' confider the being maffacred by

i~ thefe fellows, as one {pecies of the fudden death, againtt
which we are taught to pray in the Litany. 1 have lately
been informed by a letter from Mr. IMMELMAN, dated from
the Cape, 2s5th of March, 1781, that the Caffres at that
time were laying wafte every thing they could meet with in
the diftri¢ts belonging to the Chriftians : among others
PrinTsLo, my old worthy hoft, and the firft 1 had at
Agter Bruntjes-boogte, had had the mortification to fee his
new houfe burnt to the ground by thefe barbarians, after
having loft his numerous herds of cattle, out of all which
he had been able to fave no more than fix oxen. A wo-
man, of the name of KorTsjE, had with great difficulty
efcaped the purfuit of thefe barbarians, having been obliged
to leave one of her children behind her, which had been
pierced through the body with feven haff#ffais. The lofs
of the Chriftians in the article of cattle, is faid to amount
to twenty-one thoufand; while, on the other hand, theyv
could not meet with the third part of that number of cattle
belonging to the Caffres, who, Mr. IMMELMAN tells mc,
were led on by the Captains Mosan and Kosa. I cannot
{ay whether it was either of thefe that paid us a vifit, as I
forgot to ‘take down their names, and therefore cannot re-
member them o as to be-certain of them. Juft after mid-
night it rained, with thunder and lightning.

The next morning (being the 22d) at ten o'clock, the
whole party of Caffres went away without taking leave,
after having, under pretence of feiimg* milch cow, tried
to get a fight of all the iron ‘and‘copper ‘Which' ﬁ‘xey fap-
pofed I had brought with me: however, tha¥' might not

lead
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lead them into temptation, I fhewed them nothing but
plants and infects, which I told them were the ouly com-
modities I had of any moderate value ; thefe, however, I
fuppofed they would hardly take in exchange for their
cow, which we otherwife, on account of the ftore we fet
by the milk, would have been glad to have bargained with
them for.

After this they bent their courfe towards Agzer Bruntjes-
hoogte, and were met on the road by three farmers, viz.
Jacos PoTGIETER, with his fon Frip, and his fon-in-law
FraNs LABESKANJE, who were coming with three Hot-
tentots, according to agreement, to ftrengthen our party,
and to enable us the better to block up and fhoot the
fea-cows.

As the colonifts are ftrictly prohibited from carrying on
any kind of commerce with the Hottentots and Caffres, and
as befides thefe peafants, not without reafon, fufpected the
Caffre’s defigns, apprehending at the {fame time, that they
would at leaft ftrike a terror by their arrival, in thofe whom
they left at home behind them, they at firft endeavoured
to diffuade them in a friendly manner from going to the
town; and afterwards had recourfe to threats, which fuc-
ceeded better; affuring them, that in cafe they would not
go their way peaccably, they would make a great havock
:imong them with their firc-arms; which, in fat, as they
were on horfeback, they might do without danger, by fuc-
ceflively difpatching them in fmall parties, in the fame
manner as 1 mentioned at page 143 and 154 of this vo-

lume, and of which the Caffres were not ignorant.
As
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As to the external appearance of thefe Cafies, I found
them not {o tall in general as the Gonaquas Hotientols, and.
the Caffres 1 faw with that people; ncither werc they
nearly fo much adorned with copper and beads : they were,
however, full as robuft and manly.

While I was waiting for the arrival ot the three farmers,
and there was no particular natural {fubjeét about this {pot
that required peculiar attention, I fet about digging in the
carth after antiquities. I had before this, during my fir{t
refidence near Groote Vifch-rivier, obferved heaps of ftones
larger than thofe few I had feen ncar Kiakee/-rivier, and
compofed of ftones equal to them in bulk. They werc
from three to four and four feet and a half high, and the
bafes of them meafured fix, eight, and ten feet in diameter.
They likewife lay ten, twenty, fifty, two hundred paces,
and even farther afunder, but conftantly between two par-
ticular points of the compafs, and confequently in rigit
lines, and thofe always running parallel to each other.

I likewife found thefe heaps of ftones in a confiderable
number, and knew from the account I had on this fubjeét
from the colonifts, that they extended in this manner {feve-
ral davs journey from this {fpot, in a northern direction,
through uncultivated plains, into the Swe¢fe Viaktcns, as
they are called, where they are faid to be met with in a
ftill greater number of parallel lines. Thefc monuments
are therefore confidered as irrefragable proofs, that this
tract of country was formerly inhabited by a race of peo-
ple, who were more powerful and numerous than ei-
ther the Hottentots or Caffres, whofe fepulchral rites, as

well
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well as other cuftoms, and above all their inconceivable Ja’“?u?;?;.
floth and idlenefs, are too well known for them to be fuf~ ‘v~
pedted of fuch large, and, to all appearance, ufclefs under-
takings.

In the mean while, in order to difcover the intention of
thefe heaps of ftones being colleCted together, many con-
jeétures were formed with various degrees of probability :
thus much, however, is certain, that they could not have
been collected together by any other than flaves. But
whether this was done by a people bending beneath the
voke of fuperftition, or elfe under that of monarchy or of
an oligarchy, I fhall not pretend to determine. In the
firft cafe it is probable, that they conceived themiclves
bound to make offerings like thefe, of ufelefs toil and trou-
Dle, to their tyrannical gods; or in the latter cafe, were
compelled to pay this tribute to the pride and vanity of
fome tyrant, who even after death, for the fake of immor-
talizing and procuring vain and imaginary honours for his
duft, contrived in this manner to waftc the {trength, and
exhauft the forces of his furviving fubjects. Under the
influence of which foever of thefe caufes the ftones have
been accumulated, they are certainly the relicks of ifome
carly period, in which, whether fmarting under the fcourge
of fuperftition or that of a tyrant, fome populous nation has
dwindled away to a few {cattered herdfmen, or elfe has
been degraded to the prefent race of Caffres, Hottentots,
Bofhies-men, and favages.

In fome few heaps of ftones, I obferved that the founda-
tions only had been laid, or perhaps the ftones had been
carried off, till the remainder was level with the furface of

Vou. 1L Mm the
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the carth., As thefe feemed moft convenient for the pur-
pofe of exploring the ground, Mr. IMMELMAN and I rode
nearly three miles to one of them, which was in the vici-
nity of Koks-craaly in order, as I faid before, to fearch af-
ter antiquities, or any relicks whatever of antient times,

concerning which I was in hopes of getting information.
A bar of iron, two feet long, which we had taken with
us in order to dig up bulbs and roots with it in the courfc
of our journey, was the only inftrument we had fit for our
purpofc ; and we had not an opportunity of taking any
more hands with us by way of aflifting us, than the youngeit
of our Bothies-ew, a ftout, willing, and alert young fellow.
We met, however, with impediments not to be overcome, m
large ftones piled up clofe together, fo that with our united
firength we could not get more than two feet deep into the
centre of the heap, and that not without great labour and
trouble ; and at laft found nothing morc than fome rotten
bits of trees, and fomething that appeared to be a piece of
a bone quite mouldered away. The Hottentot who before
this, induced by the tebacco which we promifed him, had
affitted us, though not without fneering us a good deal,
and ridiculing us in his own language, which we did not
underftand, at laft fairly burft out a laughing, and began
likewife, with an air of great indignation, and moralizing
on the matter, to turn his back upon the work. To this
may be added, that this diftri¢t was very much noted for
harbouring lions; and that our horfes, which we had turn-
ed out upon the paftures, with their heads and legs tied
together, had firayed away, and were miffing a long time
before
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before we could find them again among the butlies on tiis
“dangerous {pot,

In the dulk we got home to our waggon, and were not
a little pleafed with the punctuality of the three farmers
before tpoken of, who were now come, agrecably to theix
promife, to aflift us in hunting the fea-cow : though at
the fame time I was, and am ftill exceedingly vexed at
having mifled the opportunity of exploring, in a proper
manner, and with a fuflicient degree of accuracy, the heaps
of ftones occurring in thefe parts; an inveftigation which
would probably throw much light on the naturc of man-
kind in general, and more particularly on its priftine con-
dition in this part of the world. . There was a vague report
propagated here, that a farmer had found on a fpot near
the diftri& of Camdebo, fome antient ftone ruins. This
ftory I fhall make no comment upon; yet, together with
the heaps of ftones fo often mentioned, it forms a fubject
worthy of a particular and clofe inveftigation : and this
could not be done by any one better than Major Gornon,
who, being a member of the regency at the Cape, and a
man of great genius and an inquifitive turn of mind, would
certainly have as great a claim to the gratitude of the pub-
lic by his fuccefsful labours on this fubject, as he has al-
ready by clearing up the remarkable hiftory of the camclo-
pardalis.

Facob Koks~craal, which I have mentioned before, and
put down in my map, is a place which is in general pafi-
able with waggons; and from the fituation of the moun-
tains near it, and other circumftances, is faid to be the key,
as it were, to the northern part of Africa. It is reported
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to have obtained the name it now bears from the circum-
ftance of Jacor Kok, my friend at Zeekoe-rivier, who, with
feveral others, had intended to make a long journey a great
way up the country, having been detained for feveral
months by an unufual flooding of the water ; which indeed
was fo great, that the force of the ftream even prevented
them in their attempts to crofs it on a float of wood. On
this, as well-as on the preceding night, we had thunder
and rain.

On the next morning, being the 23d, we fet off from
hence, in order to go to another part of the river. This
day 1 for the firft time perceived that my lazy Bofhies-men
run fafter and hold it out longer, than I fhould other-
wife ever have fuppofed. The farmers, who had lately
joined our party, and who were better apprifed of this cir-
cumftance than we, as well as of what was to be expeéted
from thefe gentry, obliged fome of them to carry our arms,
and at the fame time follow as faft as we rode; our pace

in general being an ordinary trot, which we now and then

changed to a gallop, for feveral hours together, over dif-
ferent kinds of ground. Once or twice, indeed, we made
a little ftop; but twice at other times, having taken our
arms from them and carried them ourfelves, we went the
fafter, by which means we foon got fomewhat a-head of
them, but did not wait long before they came up to us.
In fhort, I found then, as well as afterwards, that even
the oldeft of thefe fellows would run about' twenty miles
in the fpace of three or four hours, without appearing to
be extremely fatigued by it. The farmers moreover affured
me, that they knew of Bofhies-men, who could hold out’

in
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in this manner all day long ; and had, by this means, ran
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down, and with their own hands deftroyed, many elks or ‘=

hart-beefts, efpecially when thefe creatures had been pre-
vioufly wounded. Indeed, moft of the people belonging to
this nation are obliged, for their fupport,to acquire this {wift-
nefs of foot; to which, befides their manner of life, and their

education from their infancy, cannot but difpofe them.
Towards evening, after having loft oyr way f{feveral
times, we came by a number of by-roads to a pit in the
river, which our new guides, the farmers, knew ufed to
be frequented by fea-cows. For this reafon, all the dif-
ferent ways, by which thefe animals might come up from
the river, were befet by us {eparately, our hunting-party
confifting in the whole of feven perfons; viz. five of us
Chriftians, together with my Hottentot and another belong-
ing to the farmers. Befides this, the reft of the Hottentots
were ordered to go to the windward and to the more open
places, and by fmacking their whips and making other noifes,
to frighten and drive the animal towards us, as foon as it
fhould make its appearance : in confequence of which mea-
fures it appeared to us, that, when at length obliged to go on
thore in queft of its food, it muft neceflarily come to the
hiding-place of fome one of the hunters.  Every one of thefe
places were juft at the edge of the river, between the reeds
which grew on the dry parts of the river, or on thofe fpots
which the water had left,andat the fame time clofe to thevery
narrow paths which the animal had made for itfelf at each
place: in confequenceof which difpofition, it would inevitably
_pafs not above fix inches, or a foot at moft, from the mouth of
the {portfman’s piece. Confequently our whole dependence
was
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1776.  was upon two circumflances, viz. that our guns fhould not

lc;:::,; mifs firc, and that the fhot ithould not fail to prove mortal.
In the former cale, the {portiman muft have inevitably paid
for his temerity with bis lite; though in the latter he had
reafon to hope, from inftances of what had happened to
others, that' the fire, together with the report from the
piece, as well as the ball itfelf, would confufe the animal,
fo as to prevent it from immediatcly making towards its
enemy.

The banks of the pit, which we then befet, were in
moft places fteep and perpendicular, and the pit itfelf was
almoft three quarters of a mile long: but my poft, and that
of my fellow-traveller, happened to be at the diftance of
not above thirty or forty paces from each other. To thefe
very places too, after we had waited at them an hour and
a half, in the moft profound filence, the enormous animals
did not fail to refort. They had already, while on the
other fide of the river, got fcent of the Hottentots, and
now fhewed by their {wimming up and down and blowing
themfelves, as well as by a fhort but acute and piercing
grunt, or neighing noife, that they had a great fufpicion of
thefe paffes. I believe Mr. IMMELMAN was not lefs eager
and anxious than myfelf, each of us expelting every
moment to have a bout with a huge enormous beaft, which
we knew had given certain proofs of its being able to bite
a man afunder. Yet were we each of us at times no lefs
fearful, left the other fhould have the honour of killing
game of fuch confequence. 'The bippopotamus, however,
left us, and had made its appearance in the fame manner,.
where the farmers were ftationed ; notwithftanding which,

3 at
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at that very inftant we heard it fhot at by one of the
Hottentots.

The {able darknefs of the night, and the glittering of the
Hottentot’s piece, together with the loudnefs of the report
from it, occafioned by the weight of the charge, and the vi-
brations of the echo prolonging the found along the neigh-
bouring chain of mountains, all confpired to compofc a
moft awful and fuperb fpeétacle, which was ftill heightened
by the expectation of feeing an animal fall fuperior in
bulk to the elephant. This fublime f{peftacle was imme-
diately followed by a ridiculous kind of farce performed by
a troop of baboons, which, from their calling and anfwer-
ing each other albng a ftrait line, we could difcover to
be encamped on a fteep rocky mountain in the neighbour-
hood, with regular out-pofts in the trees on each fide of it.
After an interval of acouple of minutes, filence again took
place till two o’clock, when the other Hottentot fired his
picce, and another alarm, though of fhorter duration, went
through the baboons out-pofts and head-quarters.

The next morning, for the arrival of which we ardently
longed, in order to fatisfy our curiofity, our Hottentot
fportfmen related to us the following particulars concern-
ing the adventures of the night. Involved in darknefs,
covered up to the eyes in reeds, and ‘overfhadowed with
branches of trees, they could only get a ghmpfc of the
animal, and confequently could not anfwer for their fhots
having taken place : and one of them acknowledged, that
he was a little confufed, as he could not well fce what
he ‘was #bouts’ and for ‘the fameé reafon fired his piece
too foon, Before ‘the animal had well rifen out of the
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water; the other, indeed, had had an opportunity, both
with the ball and fhot that made up the charge, of wound-
ing the animal, which went on its road and paffed direttly by
him ; but he could not {ee which part of the animal prefented
itfelf before the muzzle of his piece. As foon as he had
fired, he flank away, and directly afterwards heard the
beaft take to the water. The reft of the Hottentots had
obferved one of thefe animals, probably a different one
from this, run up on a fhallow along the river fide, and
thus make its efcape, without their having been able to
prevent it.  After this we ftaid here till the afternoon, in
hopes that the wounded animals would die and rife to the

top of the water, but we ftaid. in wvain; and to as little
purpofe would it probably have been, had we waited ftill

longer, as there grew by the fide of the river a great
number of trees, to the roots of which thefe creatures, it
is faid, in the agonies of death, make themfelves faft, by
means of their long and crooked tufks. On the other
hand, fuppofing thefe two fea-cows to be but flightly
wounded, they would be cautious how they made their
appearance; and, indeed, in all probability, it would have
been a dangerous fervice to the fportfmen who fhould have
ventured to have followed them any farther. Befides, the
water had now, in the fpace of a few hours, rifen con-
fiderably, and had overflowed many fpots fit for lying in
ambufh ; for which reafon we departed to another hip-
popotamus-pit, lefs than this. Here too we laid, by
way of fnare, a large blunderbufs, which the farmers had
brought with them for that purpofe ; ‘the Hottentots occu-
pied one poft, Mr. IMMELMAN and LABESCANJE guarded

-another;
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another; the oldeft of the farmers, PoTG1ETER, with his fon ]: n?jfr-
¥Lip, ftationed themfelves at the third, and placed me in e
the middle of them. Juft in this part, the banks of the
river were of a confiderable height, and the river itfelf
was dried up, near an extenfive fhallow, where it was
{pread out into a little plain covercd with pebble-ftones
and gravel. We three then fet ourfelves down clofe by
the fide of each other, in a path made by the f{ea-cows,
making ourfelves pretty certain, as the place was flat, and
confequently it was light here, of being able, if any hippo-
potamus fhould chance to come upon the fhallow and look
about it, fo fee it plain enough to kill it, with a volley of
three fthot. But, to the great endangering of our lives,
we, on a fudden, found the animal much quicker in its
motions, as well as bolder than we had thoughtit: for
while I was fitting half afleep and moralizing on the
{ubjeét, ftruck with the confideration, that we, with our guns,
had at that prefent moment thedominionover Job’s Leviathan
or Behemoth, while on the other hand, the flies, or {mall
mufquitos, had the dominion over us, (fo much, indeed,
that I was obliged to wrap my face up in a handkerchief,)
a fea-cow came rufhing upen us out of the river, with a
hideous cry, as {fwift as an arrow out of a bow ; at the
{ame time, I heard the farmer call out, “ Heer yefus I
but-fortunately at the very inftant. he. difcharged his piece,
which flathing full in the animal’s face; contributed, per-
haps, more than the ball, to make it ftart back ; when
fetting mp another.cry; -it threw itfelf into the water again
with as great precipitation as it came out.
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