








C HAP. Y. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION. 

IF froin the southern point of the Cape peninsula, which, 
however, is not the southernmost point of Africa, a straight 
line be drawn in the direction of east by north, it will cut the 
meuth of the Great .Fjsh River, the Rio d' l"Jante of the Por
tuguese, which is now considered as the eastern boundary of 
thp. colony. The length of this line is apout fiv.e hundred and 
eighty miles. 

If from the same point a straight line be drawn in the direc
tion of north, ith a little inclination wester]y, it will fall in 
with the lDouth of the River Kouuie, the northern boundary 
of the colony, at the di tance of about three hundred and 
fi~n miles from that point. 
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lln{'!~ Ii fronl the mouth of tbe Great Fish River' a ljne 
be dra wn in the direction ofllorth~north~west, to the dis

tance of two hundred and twenty .. ~"e mjles,"to a point behind 
the Snowy mountainsc,alled Plettenberg's Landma'l'k;and 
from tiJencebe ::conti,nued in a circular sweep iilwards to the 
mouth ofthe ,l{ive'rKoussie, np,vards of five hundred miles; 
these lines'will'circumseribe the tract of country which con
stitutes tbe colony of the Cape of Good Hope~ , 

By reducing this irregular figure to a parallelogram} it will 
'be found to comprehenq an area of at least one hundred and 
twenty' thousand square'; miles. And as it appears that the 
whole popu]ationofwhites, bJ~ckt;~aDd Hottentots, within 
this area., amou nts only toab<fltsixty thousand souls, thougb 
it cannot boast that 

U Every rood of ground maintains its- man," 

yet every, two square miles may be said tob~ve at Iea&t 
, one hllman creature, allotted to it. If, ther~fore, the Dutch 
.t home occupy ooe of the most populQUS countries in Europe, 
t~ey POS8~SS abroad the~o&trlcsert c.olony that is tjitai.nJy to 
be met wIth upon t~e f3.ceof the globe. But as. \as, IS less 
owing to the natural, d~fects of the country, than to the regu
]~tio~$lJnderw~jcb i~'l~as been governed,lthe comparative 
p<)p~Ja~ioa :with . the'Cxt~htof8Urfaoo 'ollght not to .be :taken 
as tht ,~st oftb'einttin&jc valoe-ofthe settl~nt,~" tpe po
pulatioll';:<iaay.tiountry.under 'awoderate clitna.te~,;.ill, In 
the naturill 'c~fsb' of tbings,alwaysrjse . t9Jf levjl',,rith , the 
means ofsubji'tcn~~>' AveJ'¥ grcatPartioti" ,~~~t{ of this 
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'Settlement may be ~onsidered as an tm pro fitable waste, unfit 
for any sort . ofculturc"or(~\'en ;to ' beelliployed as pasture for 
thC8UPP(~t:t'of Q'uttle. ·.,I.eyel plains" co~,Si~drig . of a ha,rd, im
pen;~b~abJe$l.lrfacc of clay, ,thinly sprjulded over witherys
talfi~edshQd,condemned to pel'petnai d·tought; all~ producing 
o~ly a few straggling tufts 'of acrid, ' ,s8:line~ ai1d~;Wcc.ulent 
plants, and chains of vast 'lhountains that ,~re ~lt~~' i6tan.r 

. naked, or cJoth;d in parts ':with sour grasses only, 'orsu~lt 
, plants as are 1l9'Xious(to animl!llife, compose at least one half 
of the colony of the C~pc. : :ri~e&ec~laimlof mouptairis and 

t~e interjaceotpluins~re ;~xte~le~ gen~)'aUj" in the di~ction 
of east and west, ex>~ept .. iudeedtb~~;. par'Cl!la~ range lvhicb, 

'beginning at False Bay~pp;p'~si.te ,to"the .Cap~ PQjnt:~,$tretches 
to the northward along thew~steI"Q , ci;)ast:~sJ~r::as. the mouth 
of Olifanes rivet', which isabollt 210 miles. 

The first great chain of mountains tbatrunseast a.nd west 

enclo~es, betweenitan~ tbe ,8<?~therli coast, an,irregular b~Jt 
of land fTomtw.enty to~h:t'yinnes inwidt:h,:indentedbyseve-

raJ bays, c()vet(uj' witb , a d~ep~n.d~rtj1e ' s9il~jnt~ecLed by 
nu,~erou$streaJlllets, ' iyen . clothed w.iUl \gl1lss :an<lstnaU ar- ' 

.• ,bore<,>\ls , o~ .• ,. 'fr'u~.~.n~ ·.· 1l1ant~t . ~ell· ••• w.o6de(l .• ~~ ... ' .·.~an'y ,parts' Wit1h 
f'?ft'~~s~ .•.• ~~tppl'ied •. ~tth.· rteq~entrAinst' .~fii·. ·~j·.oying"on ac
C~tt~~ '~( ·its . p~x~m,i~.t ;t,? ··the ', ~; . ~ '~()r~~~'ll:d ··.and ',eq uable 
te~~t;9~:'~;;ill~'.·~~~~:\Qa,::Hl~Jt ' ~taof the 

. c6!~~'. ..... ... " 

,~~~'I"f' :~'7" : ~~:..~au: 
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consists in many places of dou bJe and someti Illes treble range8~ 
The belt enclosed between it aud the first chain is about the 
mean width of that betwecn the prst and thesca; ofa surface 
"cry varied, composed in somc pi~rts of barren hills, in others 
of naked arid plains of clay, known to thcnativt's, and also to 
the c()loni~tit hy the name of Km'oo; and in others of ~hoice 
patches of well watered and fertile grouuus. The general sur
iace.(1f this belt hag a considerable elevation ab()\'c that of the 
first; the temperature is less ull'ifonn; and 1i'om the nature of 
the soil, as well as the difficulty of access over the mountains, 

which are passahle only in few places, this district may be 

considered as much~Iess\'alllable than the other. 

The tuird rangeofmou2tainsis the Ni~: v,veldfsGehergte, 
wbi~h, with the second, grasps theG reat Ka or arid. desert~ 
which is ullinhabitedby ahumancreato.re. ThiS esert, making 
the third step or terrace of Southern Africa:is greatly elevated 
abcive the second; is near 500 miles in length from east to 
'west, anq eighty jn brf;'adth; is scarcely 6\'er moistened'by a. 
shower afraiD ; exhibits a surfaCt; of chiy~ .thinly sprinkled 
over with sand)out ofwhicb.~fewshriveUed and parched plants 
bereandtbere meet ~he cye, faintly extendillg their half wi
thered fihr,esaJ?ug the.ground,andstFuggUng, as it wertt, ttl 
l)reserve theire~i5tenceagajns~ the excessive best of onesea~ 
,on. of tooyeat.ano :dn~ severe·froats.ofthe other .. 

ThecO\}l)t~l~ew~~gcends from the "estemeoast~.r4s 
theinterKu~ ;ill.succe$Sjtete~es, ~f which thenl~~.¢l~~tedJ 
called theRo~vt,iJd;falls irl,:",itb theJast .. men~t.lJ1.~e '~~jnof 
DlbUntains,~e:Nieuwv-c~dt# .r£hewhole . ~~~:~;9~ry tp 
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tlJenorthward is niuch more s~ndy, barren, ~nd thinly inha
bited, than to the eastward, in \vhichdirection it seems to m
crease in 'beauty ' andfertiIity with. the distance from the 
Cape. 

None of the mountains of the Cape settlem;entpGssess 
much, of thesublime or the beautiful, but the approach to the 
bases ill some part", and the9ntrance of the Kloofs, 'are aw- . 
fully grand and terrific; .sometitnestheir naked points of E·olid 
rock rise almost perpendicularly, like ~. wall of masonry, to 
the height of three, four, arldeven:fivetl~ousand feet, gene
rally in the same form as the Tabl¢ l\lountain Oll the Cape 
peninsula; sometimes theincHnatiorl of the strata is so great 
that the whole mass 'ofmotmfaitl appears to ha..ve ' its centre 
of gra\·jtyfallingwithout the base,and as if itinomentarily 
threatened to stre\v the plain with its venera.bleruins ~ in other 
places where the lower fragments haveglvell way, they are 
irregularly peaked and broken into a 'Variety of fantastic 
shapes . . Such isthegeneraloutline ' ~ftheterritory that is 
comprehend~dunder tbe llameoftheCapeof Good Hope. 

As 'the,best .soilfor 'vegetable growth,i&"~questIo(JabI.Y.pro-
. ~'~Qed, ft()IIl . ~ ·deeotJ)positi~Qfv.ege~blttll~~tcr, it amounts 
to.,,~,: •. ~~.~··., t() •• •. ' ~ay,,': t~t •. tbt.' ... ric~fl$,t .• '~il. :;~i!l · ,in'vJlriably be 
fOQ,~~ ... !h~rCv~.tati~~is ... t:n0~fa~:oq~t ',~~'~ ·most·lu",urian t ; 
t~~· !~1!;'aD~?~J&'l!~1l,t" ~~i9g ·~~cij~pdIY .~''< .ca\lse. andetfect. 

Si:'.:lljiE 
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Cape settlement by this scale, it would be pronouneed among 
the poorest 'n the known· world; for I nlay safely .vehture to 
tiay, that seven parts in tell of the above mcntionc(l surface 
are, for tile greater part of tbe year, and some of them at aU 
times, destituteoithe least appearance of verdure. The up
per regions. of all the chains of mountains are naked masses 
()f sRndst()i~e; the valleys at their feet are clothed with gtl~s8, 
,vith thickets, and sometimes with impenetrable forests. 'Phe 
infuriot hills 01* kllOl1s, whose surfaces are gcncl'aBy composed 
of loose ftagments of sandstone, as well as the wide sandy 
plains that connect them, are thinly strewed over with heath!ol 
aud other shrubby plauts, exhibiting to the eye an unifi)rm 
and dteary appearance. In the lowest parts of these plains, 
where the waters subside and,}ltering through th~i~a&i;{break 
out ill tprings upon thesl1rface, vegetation is somewhat more 
luxuriant. In such situations the farm-houses are gem'rally 
placed; and the patches of cultivated ground contiguolls to 
them, like the OOIeS in the sandy deserts, may be considered 
as so many verdant islands in the midst of a boundless waste; 
serving to make>,.the surrounding wilderness more drt~ary J;Jy 
comparison. Of such plains and knolls is the belt of land 
conlposed that lies between the first chain .of mountains and 
the sea-coasts. 

The soils,illge~ra], qn this tract of conn try, are either of 

stitt day, . into .'!bicll. tht~ 'is llopossibilit.Y of entering '~th a 
plougbtiUweUsollked by heavy rain~, or of a light andiLndy 
nature, comrn()ulyofa' ~d~i~b tinge,andabounding'\tithfltl\all 
tound qu~rt~ pebble~: : ; Seldom any fre~ .. bla¢k.~#getable 
mould appears, except in the sma.lJ?pat~Jl~ ~,g.~~~ri';groUitld, 

, '_.. ' ...." "" ~" ,' ...... ,' ;-;, .. :.'" ',,' -," , .. ' .. -; " .. ' .. " 
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,"ineyul'ds, and prchards, that surround fhebabitations~ where 
long culture, manure, and the fertilizing jnfille~ce of springs, 
or a permanent rill of water, have so far mellowed the soil as 
to admit the spade at all sealious of the year. 

But those vast plains, which are known in the colony hy the 
Hottentot name of Karroo, and which are intcrposedhetween 
the great chains ofmouutains, wear a still more dismal appear~ 
ance than the lower plains that are cbequered with patches of 
cultivated ground. Out of their impenetrable surfaces of clay, 
glistering with small L"l'ystals of quartz, and condemned to 
perpetual drought and·· aridity ,not a blade of gt'ass, and 
S(;at'cely a verdant twig, occurs tobrea.k tbebarren uni
formity. The hills, by which tlle surface of these plains is. 
sometimes broken, . are chiefly composed of fragments of blue 
slate, or masses of felt-spar, and argilJaceousironstorre; and 
the surfa.ces of these are equally denuded of plants as those of 
the plains. 

Yet, as Ibave already observed; wherever the Karroo 
plains are tillgedwith iron, and where water can be brought 
upon them, t.he soil is. found to be extremely productive. 1'he 
s;tnl~ etT~t is observable intheIleigh~l1rh()od of the Cape, 
wbe~thesoili~~olQured' w~tb.irOJl;0fw~hen m.asses of a 
brow~.;~hrace(). ·stb.ne(tbe.()xl~,~·.iroD··'ci>~ml1(\l·witb clay). 

lie ·j~··~~~., .• ·,t11~~.$~.~~aeet:· · •• ~.~y.· .••. ·~~~· ,·~~t:imes found •. in 
extensiv'sba~~;::"In'$~~~tu.~\ ~lje9est •. gr.p6S,8t).~<the. 
~$t. of •.• eve7.'~~~t.;~~~~~;~~;},~oaueed; .. ~~cb. may .t,e •. ~wing. 
p1"()ba~l,.;.\to.t~ ..• ~.~e$e.~~~.lt~· ki~ti •. ofdark ·.tm,,,n,, •. iran
s~q'J~~U'y'!COtltait1S~.nd. -w~JUt.,d~ver1$tn ehe .. 
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tnistryha\"(~ ascertaiucd to be particularly fa\rourahle to the 
health and l-jgour of plants. 

There is neither. a volcano nora volcanic product in the 
southern extremity of-Africa, at least' in any of those parts 
where I have~en, nor any substances that seem to have un
dergolle the action of fire, except masses of iron-stone found 
generally ,among the boggy earth in the neighbourhood 
of some 'of the hot springs, and which appear like the scorire 
of furnaces. Pieces of pumice-stone have been picked up 011 

the shore of Robben Island, and 011 the coast near Algoa nay, 
which must hal'e been wafted thither by the W8\'eS, as the 
whole basis of this island is a hatd and compact blue schistus, 
with veins of quartz running tllrough it, and that of the eastern 
coast iron-stone and grClnite. 

The climate of the Cape may be considered as not unfrienJly 
to ye#tation; but by reason of its situation, within the influ
ence of a kind .of l\!IonsooD or periodical 'Winds~ the rains are 
yery unequal, descending in torrents during the coldseasoll, 
whil,st scarcely a shower faUs to refresh the earth in the hot 
SllmRler months, when the ~ry south-east winds prevail. 
These win"! blasttbe foliage, blossom, and fruit, of all those 
trees' tbat~are not well. sheltered from' their baneful gusts, 
wbjc,h,for aboutJ)ixmonths,almo$t. constantly blowfro'lli1 

tha~' quarter ... ~oris' th(~ }~im~an constitll~ion bett~r pr~~«;~(l 
agalnsttbfpaUlfulscnsatton of the south"east \vluds~'tbe . 
Cape tbau/tltcpJants. ,Like the south-east Si{o~()Qr}ia!les 
they. relax and fatigue both the hodya~d tnilld~'."ll~er~ng 
them utterly incapable ofactivifJ Qrenctgy,,,[)pf.i~~ Jbeir 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 9 

~ontilluance the town appears to be deserted. Every door 

and window is dosed to keep out the dust and the heat, both 
lOf wbichdiminisb with the continuance of the gale; the air 
'graciuall.ycooJs, and every small pebble and particle of dust in 
the ' course of f(}ur-andntwenty hours is carried into the sea. 

The necessity of protecting the fruit groves, vineyards, and 
gardens f'1OIn these\\linds, has led those colonists who dwell 
()I) .the nearer side of tbefirst cbain of mountains, for they are 
110t much felt beyond them, to divide that portion of their 
grounds, so employed, by oak skreens, a plant that grows here 
much more>rapidly than iu Europe; but t~eircorn-Jands are 
entirely open. A Cape ' boor bestows no morelahor on his 
farm than is ~na\'()idable; and as grain is mostly reaped be
fore t.he south-east wiilds are fairly set ill, the enclosure of the 
arable land did not appear to be necessary J and was conse
quently omitted. 

. -

' The climate" of the Cape is remarkably affected by local 
. circumstances. In the summer months there are atleast from 
6 to 10 . deg.'eeS ()f Fahrenheit's scale in tIie difference of tem
perature betW'een.' Cape Town and Wynberg, whose distance 
~ 'onlyaboutseyen or eight miles, owing to the latter being 
.oot:t~. \'vindw,ardside()f the Table Mountain., and the former 
,td, ~bfiti'· ·ftQm ,; '\'hence"f\ls.Q, :the; r~y~ofthe meridian 
sup ~,'~~rn~'r#.upoJ) th{}to,,"n, .asfjl>In;tbe surface of a 
Co~cavq ' ffif~~ ;':lt~l,!lJe; ,\~ariaiioqofeIiUl~te, to which ,the rabi~ 
'V~l'ey .ia : ill.bJ~t;::: (J~~:'tjri~.' o(tSe.':Htjti~b ... officers". tq· •... ·o~e·rve 
th~~ tbo~wlt~ lived : ;fi)'lt . wer~eith~r •. in allOV~Q"()r.,,t the 
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funnel of a pail' of bellows, or under a water-spout. On the 

Cape side of the mouutains thc-tnel'lm>Illcter rarefy descends 

below .100
; but on theelevuted KtlrS'o() plains" , withtll the 

mountains, it is gClwraUy, in the winter months, bt'low tbe 
frcrzing point by night; and from 10 to SO in the uliddle of 
the day. 

1 think this intense cold of the Karroo plains, beyond what 
might be expected from their parallel of latitude or elcl'atioD, 
may satisticctodly be accounted for from the ingenioHs expt'ri

n}ents of l\1r. V un H u mboldt,on the chemical decom po~j tion 

of thcatmospherical air. Heprovt:'S that fat alld clayey eart~s 
are strongly disposed to attl'(~ct the oxygen fi'omthe atmo ... 
sphere, by which the azoticgas is ret loose .; and this 'gasfen~ 
tcring again into combination with the fresh oxygen,of the, ' 
superincumbent stratum, in an increased proportiou,fi.)[m~ 

nitric acid, from which saJtpetre is generated. . That sal~pf'tr~ 
is abundantly formco on those plains is an indisputable tact 
as I ba't'e'fuUy shewn iil the first chapter of t4e ~rst - )'oluuie '; 

and the consequence-of such fonnation , m~~t necessarily be a 
btreat diminution ot temperature In tbose; -,!)laces where the 
operation is most powerfuUycarr,ing on. l1enceperhaps 
mRy be explainedthoseco)umns of -cold air , through which 
"one frequentlypaases upon tllifKarroo plains. 

Thenorth-we&t 'windsof winter bavea ,ntoistandeold ,feel 
• - - ~ . - - • -', '>- . • ~ . 

even iriCape'l'own, wbcre, though the therUlometer se},4tJul'de-
8cends ,below 40°, and then, only, about .. , anhour :.i~J~sun
rise, all the -Engliah illhabitantJ were .-gi~ :/tq ;~p:coottlJtant 
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fires duringthe months of3' uly; August, and September. Even 
in October it isnot unusual to obs('nre the summits of the 
mountains to the eastward of thc Calle isthmus buried in snow 

Though it has heen usual tOilfonsidcr the year at the Cape 
as consisting .oftwo periods, catJed the good and the bad won.,. 
'Soon, yet, as these arc neither regulHr in their returns, nor cer
tain in their Cont.inuance, tbedi\'isioll into four seasons, as ifl 

.Europe, would appear to he much mOI'.Q proper. The spring. 
j'cckoaed Jh>lu the beginning of Septcmber to that of D~~cem
pel; is tbe rnost agreeable ::;eaSOll. 'j'he· summer, from De.
ceniber to.March, js the hottest. Th<~ ~utullm, from March 
to June, is variable weather, generally fine, and the Jatter 
part "cry pleasant. Anel the winter, from June to Septem. 
her, t,lwugh in general pleasant, is frequently very su)rmy, 
loainy, and cola. 'fhe two UlOSt. powedlll winds are theuorth
west and s.outh .. east. The first genemlly commences towarO$ 

.the cndol' 1\IIay, and blows occasionally till the end of 4.u

gust, and sometimes. through the month of September. The 
south"C~lstpr.~·don1inate8 the. rest 9f tbe year. aDd~ when the 
cloud shews itselfou thenlOuntain~ blows in $quall~ with 
~rea.t\'iolenoe. In the midst o.rone ·of these st(l1'l1lS the ap
'p~al'a;h~ofth6 heavenly bodies, as QPscl'v;t',dby the Abbe de 
l~;/C~iHe,.~ sit:~n&-e~nd terl~iHte.;' .~'·.Tb~·$~ll··lQok I~irger, .. and 
"'~~~i i{)·d~ucg;-' tll~.m()O.l) has,~·~~~~I~dng· tremor; 3ud 

"·t h C; ~~tl~)ts, l~\,~~;$()rtQfp(}tu'd , ti](~jAoflWti/' ..... £tf<!Gt$ A "f:~ 
a~tl1~S~'.~~lff,~qf :~p~l~n~;tc~ i~~c'~pe.~l~R~' .b,ut .are,J~ •. ~~~y 
1)4'rts •• o~the·.·.~Brl~>i'·q~~~!~·t~l~:,~rr~~k .•• ~tlc()m~a,l\\~.n;t~9f'~ 
~WJ1~1,.~it14 .. f.\~."pl'~babli ;~A~~rif:dQ,y.,J9qkin.i·~jWe ppjc~t~ 
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through a medium tlJat is loaded' with ~apor, ' alld" mo,-ing 
along with grea.tvelocity. 

The approach of winter is first observed by tlle sOtJtlJ-east' 
'winds becoming less frequent. less viO'lcnt,. and blowingcleart 

or without the fleecy cloud upon ' the mou~tain. Dews then 
begin to fall very heavy, an,d thick fogs han.g in tile mornings 
about the hills. The north-west winds feel raw and cold, 
and increase at length to a storm, with heavy ntin, tbunder, 

and lightning, continuing generally for two or' three days. 
'''hen the weather brightens up, the mountains. on the con .. 
tincnt appear with their tops buried in snow: the Table has 
also a sprinkling of snm,. or ;,ai,l about the summit. -At. such 

time~ the thermometer;"about sun-rise, stands in the town, 
at 40", and will probably ascend, towards. the middle of the 
day, to 70", making" l'ariation in tempel:a.ture of SO degrees 
in the course of five or six hours. The general standi(rd,. 
however, for the three winter months may be reckoned from 
50° at sun-rise to 60° at noon; a·nd in the very middle o~ 
summer it varies from 70° togo°,btlt genc~ny rests for days 
together at 83° or 84°. It has been knf)\~n: to exceed 1009 

in Cape Town; but instances of so high a degr.ce of tempera:!, 
ture bave been very rare., The heat of SUmD'Jer is seJdou), 
oppressive. The mornings" art sometimes close and sultry,. 
but the nights are alwayscooh " - 'fhe south-east hree. 
uSllally springs up towards the 111iddle of th~ day, and~ies 
away in ... 'the, evening. When these winds bJow!itli<vio
Je.nce, and r tbe ' 'cloud appears Oft" tpe "" m'OU'Jlt.f1iu,t',/dleir ,' 
greatest strength, is!hen thesUll has, ~~.!J~~:~, ,~' ~n1eridj~1\ 
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abnut 50 degrees, and they continue in · squalls till mid
night. From November to April a shower of rain scarl;cly 
e::ver fatl~. 

The b~rometer stands big her in the clear cold days of winter 
than ,intbe settled s~tene weather of summer. The height 
of the column of mercury ,'aries, in the former season, from 
29.46 to 50.55 inches. one point indicating a. storm with 
rain, thunder, and lightning ; and the other, settled fair 
w~.athcr. The changeable point is about 29.95 or SO inches. 
'fbe greatest range being: only 89 hundred' parts of an .inch, 
the' $J)g1~!ef!t alteratio.n in the state of the barometer is Slire 
to indic,;tea change of weather. The range of the mercury, 
in the &nmmer season, is still less, being scarcely ever above 
SO.10, ' Ol' below 29.74 inches. The south-east gales of wind 
seldom occasion a· change ofD)ore than 15 hundred parts of 
ail inch.. ~-Inppy for t~e inhabitants of Cape l'owll that by 
these \vinds a constant ~ircQ.lation of the air is kept up.during. 

tJle~,ummer mouths; without which, . notwithstanding the 
langu'or >ith~y occ~~ion" t~e reflected heat fl'Om~henaked 
frontpfi;the Table 'mountruu woul~ make the town msupporl-

'able., 

Mbstpf the.f3tt.Fdiseflses ~atprevair atn9Dg tbe' natives 
woul~' ; !I)~rt9 prQ~e~dratberfroD.l , theirha bits of Jjfe than 
from' ~ .real unhealtbinessin tb,e ~l!~ate. ; N,othing could 
affordi:$:tro~jer /~·~f · :~( thi5;;C~llclU~i9D, . :tba:n; tbe drC\lrn .. 
$~~ce · ofthe1~,:~t'~:~i!1g··~II·()~~~ ,$j~~·, ~~u in · tbe ,~r~l 
~l~~r¥ 1i~~pital·' for~Y!t~'.'~lIlp~jJ,; a'n~,.; .~ot~~~~~n.~iia . hUll .. 

d~·iJ;t ' ~h,J'egit,llent81bo&pitaI$Q",otfiv~ ... tb()Ui~~ troops; 
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and th>escts"ccording W tlle reports of tae surgeons, were 
¢61J~plaintsgcnc.ntlly brooght un by too free. an~se 'of .the 
wines and spirituous liquors of the countr)", 01* which tbcil 
payenabJed them to procure an excess. Tllc.5udden change 
of temj}en;tu~c, 'Csp~ciaUy from heai to ooid, may perhaps 
he one of . th{~ tallscsof C()'l1SI::lDlptl"C cOlUplaints which arc 
,'cry fteqt:tent inallc1asses and BgCS. t~l1t tileCOllH1H-)U d~')· 
ca~ to "'hich tiHJ)SC of the middle age arc ~ub.iect, is the 
dr~p5y. A cou.nnedand sedcut-cH'Y lite ; eating to cxeess. 
twice and eommoQly thrice a-day, of a;ninHlI food S\v.iuHning 
in fat, or made up into high-seasoTl(~ddishes; drinking ,raw 
.ardent spirits ;sllloking tobacC'o; ' and, lvhen satiated with 
jnduiging the sensual appetite, retiring in the.tniddlc<o( the 
day ,to sleep; s~ldom using~ny kind of t~xercis~;:, ~po nc\'cr 
such a$j might 'requiJ'e bodily ext~J'tion,-aTe the \J~ni!,l hahits 

. .. ~ 

in\,,·bichanati\'.c of the Cape is educated. An ap()~,xy or 
a schil'rsus liver arc the consequences of sllch jnt('mpdi~i1.W' 
The fonn~r is seldon~ attended. with i(llm~di~tc dissol~:\~~ 
account of the Jauguu1 state of the constlt.utlOll; .. d gene
taH~v termin::itcs ina dropsy, w1Jidl,sl~ort1yprovcsJata1. Tile 
diseases to which c~ildren am Dl(;$t'{ subjecta:rc '(~rul)tions of 

difit'l'ent kinds, and sore throats. N either the smaH-pbx nor 
the measles are endemic; 'the formf~r has made its appe.arancc 
buttw:f,;e orthrice si'l1oo: the ,establjsluncnt of the Colony; but 

the lattel' has· fonnd its ¥lay ,~uchmore frequently. G !'6at 

.callti{)nha.~alwaysbtcn useclby. thego\'crnment a.gajp~,t 

their being ,jl)~rOO~ced by .t(lreign sbipscal1ing at the~~;pc. 
lnstances(}flt)~i~;yare vcry r~rc,fCwexc~ed, ill~,.t~~iod 
(1f'sixty Jc~rs.1~he mortalityin CallC'fJ'Plv~,. :~~,, :qri the 
a '"erase ill. the lasteightY~a:(S.,'I" i, ~&i'~~~t ··.twoa.~da 
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half in a hundl·t~d'iamon,' the wbite inhabitanb, and tmdel' 
tlIr~e in a hund,red anwug the slaves. 'I'ho~e in tbe latter 

co'nditio9~.,wbo l~v'e iu the town, are in general welt ted, well 
cl()thed,'ltotlntlche~p~'d to the weather, nor put to hard 
Jabor. Qthers inthecl,untry, whose principal ff)().dcotlsists 

of bla.'ck. 6a.ndybread~ and the ofiuls of butchers' meat, who 
labo~ fro~n morning tonight in the flcld, and those also who 
follcn" the ardQous and daily task' of gathering wood on th'1 
exposed side5 of th~Inol.ultnins, Of in the hot sands, are sub
jectto biJiot;Js fevers ofwbich they sclJom recover. 

The$q~rcity of water in summer is much more UnfiLV(Jr

able tar~l; extendedcultivatioll than either the soil or climate. 

Tile torrents of rain that descend f(~r ahout four months in 
the ydlf, ddug;illg the whole country, disappear suddenly, 

leaving t:iC deep sunken beds of the' rivers nearly dry, or so 

f~r~M~ust~d tis to " b~ .~endered incapable of supplying the 
PUfl){j!i..es '(,f ir~igati{)".:; ... The periodicalriv\\lets, and the 
~Veat;Hs that issnef\l'OIn the mouhtaiu $prings,. are either ab
!lotbetr~re~:~p()I'a~~~ .', bt)fo~~ they arrive a t any great· distance 
from tuclr"sources::i:',:jn, the' wbole,compass :of this extcnsi rt 

~:. . -\.t.'.,> c., ' . :-,. . _.;~": - ' ", " .. :, ."; . '.,' ... ~:,. 

toi()tly;":6r)t'cansCftl'c¢lyXsay that, there is a single navigable 
ti~erj,i!fbe.bed$ indeed. of ~Il the riverii. in the. colony are 

'<'~'!i!1 ...• ' ..•..•.... ' .' . .., ..........• '.... '.' .'. . . ..• 

~U~k~!(·.itli~{a..r~Jt~!r~~blem.nne~,Jo6 very great depthbclow 
tbe'~er~!';~1).:fll~!J)f.theQO\Jnt'y; .. 60. tb4t whenever the 
bea;v'y·:,,~,>d¢~d .. < t'~., .. W4.\tera ..• ,ubs.ide into these deep 

~hanne~~:t· '~ij~~Y?" ·~:;'tl9.9Qn:t.,.(>f, .. ~hei~ •• "~foWness, allll~ 
'~~~~9~JlR";' ~'ii!" .. ' " ·,~\·~~,:~::;t~~\.,~~ty .~r;uk·,r~~): 1rp

" , >:. ·~J;;.::'~<, .. ,.~!j~)~~.·"~~~ltp,".-r£i~!,.~.~ea is 
., '/1-
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Whether the deep excavat~ons,tbat iormtlle':bedS':Of these 
-rivers, uluy be satisfactorilyexpll.iJ.1edby sup~ing the,tex. 
'lure of the adjacent materjals ~. have)'beell cit aJo08~ and 
-incoherent nature; ,or, whether A ,greaw1it.ntiquity than to 
many parts ()ftheglq&e may not be assigned to the conti· 
nent ofSputh Afric~ 'on the w110le surface of ,-rhich there 
appearstDibe a remarkable similarity, is a question on the 
llleri.sof which -one ·w,ould heSitate to 'give a prompt decision. 
Bq:,t,on.comparing the -great quantity of rain that annual1y 
faUs ,at the Cape, a quantity far e~ceeding that in most part.s 
of EUllOl1C, with the general scarcity of springs, the invention 
is naturally exercised in endeavouring to account for a phe
nomenon so unusual. 'The .f0t-lowing obserrations may per
'haps assist in explaining it 

AU the continued chains of mountains in Southern Africa 
areoolllposed of sandstone resting upon a base of gralljt~. 
'This granite base is sometimes elevated considerably above 
the genera'l,urface of -the country, and,sometimes its upper 
part is sunk as fclf beneatb it. In situations where tbcfoTnlel' 

,tiappens t{) be the case, numenms springs 8resute to be 
founo, as in the instance of Table. mountaitl,where, on every' 
-side, copiousstrf!ams of pure limpidwater,61tered through·' 
the immense ma~s of su.pcrincu1.ll~ntsandlltone, glide over' 
tn~irbpenetrabJe surface of grani~(~rnisbing an a~ples,p.~ 
pli'/,to the whole town, tbegarden~.and theadjacel1tf4~~ 

..•........ ' .....•... ' .' ..... . ..... -"", .' . . ..... \.,., 
Butili"aJJ-I~eplaces where tlle sandstone conti~~~. ',~.de--
scend beJQ*~~einface, and the tIpper pary()ft'~;~~'''a8t 
is sun,k bemmth!I~~gener,Ulevel~ftbe_~~.l~rt,A~~!:~Pring, 
that :make tbeir':PlJOra~ar<;,,~aaa? "~to 
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The reasoning tbat suggests it.self on these f~lcts will lead 
10 tIle iollowirlg cohclus10n :-that Jhe cisterns' or cavities in 
the sandstone mountains, being cQrrodecland ii"ctted away, in 
the lapse<ofngC!l, to a greater depth th4n the openings or 
>C0llduits which might, perhaps, at one time,ha,,"e given their 
waters vent, the springs can no longer find their way upon the 
surface., but, oozing imperceptibly between the granite and 
the sandstone, below .. thc generalle\'ci of the country, glide 
ill subtcl't'aneous sti'eams to the sea, 

I al'Il the more inc1inedi'1to this opinion from the experience 
'Of severai facts. 'Vhen Admiral Sir Roger Curtis directed a 
'Space of ground,tbetween the.Admiralty .. hduse and the shore 
of Table Bay, to be cnc1Qsecl as a. na\'al yard, tlie. workmen 
met with great imn~diment from the copious springs of pure 
fres~,water that rushed ouf of the boles, which they found 
necessary to sink ira the sand, for receiving the upright posts. 
It~is a well k90wn fact, tllat on almost every part of tIle 
isthmus thatc~'nnects the mountainous peninsula of the C.pe 
to the continent, fresh water may l>eprocuredat the depth 
of teUQr twelve'Cfeetl:ili~o,vthesandy surface. Eveuin tbe 
s.ide ofth.~rr.Yger Hills,. atanele"~tion'of twenty feet, at 
1~$t,<allo~·etlleg(!~SUrfa9f),of the. isthmus, when tbe 
W?~'~~w~.~rtviJfg -iJ.,l,eY.Ft~~a.fCli of. cqal, a copious 
s<.-. '.' '. " ··.·;W.¢f·,;f \( ... J,~olt~t.eijwithin . it, in the month of 

. ' ..... <'. ":' ... :':~~,,~:>,',_,: ',:;\::;' ,;; ': ',,<'>'_':',': :'::::/ : .':'~ " , ~ :,' .: .;,~~,~.~ i,' _::;'> ," , ',:',',:,':, , '<'. '_, <'-,;':_ ,_:' 

Febr" ":~.J';'~)(t. , .... , 'r.~~~:,:4t;.f~$~,;'~<Jl' of .. the year. 
A.~d ..••••........ , ./· ·· · ~'<;fb~f');.e,, ~tJ!p9~~o~·'yynberg, the, 
c,'ine. ··~ · ~:,;.", .. ' ?, r:.:~:);:~~M~~~~:.~:o(~#.ti· feet~b~w 
If.·. ···~" ... ,t;t su ..i" ( 
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I have already noticed, ill my journey to the Nqmaaqua; 
country, that clear~u~erra,neou~~treams w~.r~ e!cry wpere 
to be fOllnd,in that' district, under the sandy beds of. tl~e 
rivers. "-ater in abundance bas always~~n found by dig~ 
ging wel1s in Caperro~v.n. Indeed 'it wouJdbe an absurdity 
to suppose >that, in. a <!ountrywhere mountains abound, and 
those mountains for .,.more than two-thirds of the year hid 
in deuseclouds, there couldbe imy s,carcity of water. Pe
culiar circumstances, relating to. situation or surface, may 
c()nceal that water, but it will always be discovered at o.r 
l"lear the sea-coast~ 

'Vhen the Iate' Admiral Sir Hugh Christian ordered a well 
to be SUll¥ at Saldanha Bay,lby <;\irecting his att~ntion rather 
to the convenience of conveyin~i,thew~~er to the~hipping, 
than to the certainty of obtaining' it, he was led into ' .'. 
in iixiugupon the spot for theexperimcnt, which 
high a hove the level of the bay, and where the grou 
one solid mass of compact granite, that, after . 

blowing. "{> 'with gunpowd.er, fo~s .. e\'~ral months,.. Withlit.~,Le 
or no Pfospect of Ruccess, the ope~ation was obliged to .·~e 
abandoned. On the opposite side of tbebay, where the 
~hore ,is littleelevatediabove the~~~ll watermark, several 
springs.lrave spontaneo~~.y tmrst ,.o~\~·,t>fJheeaJ'th; but for" 
wantpfbeingproperly .opened.\~'ftbat ·· :the water may (~~: 
off .i~!ee~y,. th~.Y . al'esuff'eredk>, '~I'mte,and beC()llle~i.~ 
might})c~)lpe~ted froln .. thesoila~1!Jimate,·.a littleQ!~~~i!5b. 
·All circum~~~~~;\ibereare.· fully,as •.• ,favorable ..•. t\$· •. 8t;' ...... ~~r~ .... 
where the.t eng' be,stwa,ter .. i$fou'll<l.e{~,~LJ. ;~( .......... )~e. 
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These consideratIOns are. so 'obvious, that I should have 
t'houghtit u;r~llecessary, to have dwelt a Inolnent upon the 
S'ubject,,'yere- I not persuaded that a \'ery general opinion 
,prevai1§'~; *i~b reg~rd to the difficulty, if Il?t the impossi
~)ility, of supplying the sc\'cral bays of the colony w~th fresh 
water. I shall onlysuggcst, as another conclusion that may 
be drawn from wh~~t has been said,U1~t the great deptb of 
the commenceIllch't of the granite base below the sl11'face 
Dll:\'y, p~i'haps, octter account for the most co~siderable rivers 
of Northern An-jca losing themselves in the sanci, befon~ they 
reach the,/sea, than by supposing the ihterior parts of tbis 
cont.inentto he lower tht;tn the level of tbe ocean; a C(;ll

jecture that.has been held, but whichstrollgJy militates 
against the general ordcr observed throughoutthe universe. 

T~r two principaL rivers, on the western co.ast, are the 
13erg,or ~[ountain river, which takes its rise in the mountains 
that.~ncJoset,ll,e Vale of Drakenstein, and falls into Saint 
Helena Bay ;'a.hd the Oliplzant or 1:leph811t's :ajver,~~lidl, 
after collecting tIle strealIllets of the first chain~r lTlopntains 
it~" iits northerly c'Qurspal~9g their feet, empties,ltselfinto the 
~9.utheT'n Atlantic in 31°30' south. Though lJoth these rivers 
,'vepermanellt streams of water, sufficiently deep to be 

na.vig~'bJ~, .•. ·.by ,sJuaU·craft, .•. tQ: ltb~ 'djst~uc~~f ·about.twenty. 

miJ~.~,~:~,., t'-.l~.C~~;t'tt'f~~;''y.et ..• ~e · •• ~().~.tb ..••. Q~.fh~· •. f(jl'~e~ •. is.·.·choake~ . ' 
t.lp 'wilJjtla:,l;)~d ,\~.·~119: •. ,flntl· a<?r() • .tne/~~terJs '8.0 recf',,,r 
rocks. 
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Kll!ISlla, the KClll'bocm River,tbe Camtootf River,:I'.tbe Ztilart 
h:QPS ni,·cr. the Sunday Rive1',3nd the<Great Fisk River; the 
last of which tetmillates the oolorlY to" tbe eastward 

The Broad River;i$ discllarged into Saint Set1a6tian'g Bay,. 
which the Dtltcbconsider asidangerous navigation, though 
t.here ha,¥c been instaq~es pf their ships taking shelter there 
in t11enorth~west monsoon at no great:aistance from the 
mouth of the river, which is here a sheet of water m6re than 
a mile in width; but~ like every other river on this <;mfst, ex
cept the Knysna, it is crosse~lby a bar of ~and. Within this 
bar it might be navigated by small eraft about thirty miles 
up the country; an extent'te, how~~'cr, il~ which there are 
scarcely half a dozen farm-houses. 

'the Gauritz River is a collection of water from the preat 
Karroo plains, the Black Mountains, and the chain that ru'ns 
parallel, .nd nearest, to the sea~coa8t. ~he branches to the 
northward of tbiscbain are pe,~:~odical, butti flows, to the 
southward, throughQut tbe year, though, in the summer 
months,iwhha very weak current');~;I]n the·,rainyseason it.ii,s 
.considered as the most rapid and dangerous tiver in the whole 
,totODY. Its mou.th opens into the sea, where the coast is 
~~ight, and-it is cf()Ssed·byabarofsand which, in summer, 
i81e11~raU'y dry. . .. 

Tbe ':",~~.~~,,:;· ••• ·beiJ)g·.altogetber •.•. iatlf(!'rent .•• from t~e.,~~! 
rivers in the. ~l~nittwjllbe partiC91'l!'lY. notjc~d, .all.~~.·' ., ," 
.~f it given,il{i\~~,,~ chapterI,' to_hicIiI1ll9'~.kll.~:: 
refer the readeJ'.' 

I 
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,T~e. K~urhoQm Rt~'er, . like the Knysna, runs up into the 
m.i~st rortaH.:t(~rcsts, aud lDi ,~ht be navigated by boats to a 

, c(';mslder~2.~~ distance! b·ut. its moutb, inPJettt'uoerg's Bay, 
is c()nH}leteIY ' s,a[l,~J~ up by the almost pcriJetual tolling 
swell of the sea; " from the ": south-eastward upon the sandy 
beach. 

Th.··. e Camtoos Riv~~ is a collectio~ of waters from the same . . ~ .. . 

parts' of tlie country as, bufmore easterly than, the Gauritz 
River. · ·l~Ja))s jrl'fo a wide bay of the same name, in whir.h 
the onlY seture anchorage is oppos~te thc 'mouth of a small 
strearncalled the Kromme or Crooked Ri H:r. Though Cnm
toos Rh'er, just wi~~Jin tl{~ rtioutlJ, is a wide bason deep 
~nough t060at a ship of the line, yet the bar of sand across 
th~ mouth is fordable upontbe beach at high water, and fre .. 
qu~nt1y dry at low water. 

The~ :Zwart Kops River is a clear permanent stream of wa. 
ter flowing down;~ne of the 1l1O,st beautiful and Fertile valley,s 
in tbe colony; and is among tlle very few of those that,by 
f1a~ing, may bCj:;turned ,;, upon the contiguous grQunds. 
~i~~t~nant Rice, . ~·bom I ' have had occasion to mention, 
~ue:e~dedby a great deal of perse\rerapce in getting a boat 
hver:,the ;~bar, llgd ., saHed , abO'!J~ eight., miles up this vaHey, 
to ',whieb- 'distancetll'dj tbfi .tide ;t1ows. . ThewhoJe country . '" ... . ;/".,..... ' . ' ' •.. ~.. . . " . ' . . 

~n the vi,~~i~,oft~e~.j~e~~a!dthe <.bayof thesaiJJe name, in- . 
to"hich'>J.i~l' :"' .,~m~lt.e il\t)stter~ite .part~ .of'the colony; 
~. ~ :.:::,;,\",. . . , 
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midst of the Snowy MouDt, .. ins, and contiuues'i aj~Nnanently 
ilowing stream, broad and shallow in the middle part of its 
COUI'Se', and narrow and deep towards the mouth, which, like 
the rest, ischoaked with ;8 bed of 'sand. 

The Great Fisll River takes its rise beyond 'the Snowy 
~10Ul)tains, and, in its long course, collects amultitllde of 
streamlets, most of wllich are constantly supplied with watcr. 
On ea<:h side of its mouth isa\vild, rocky, and open shore, 
but the projecting cheeks form a ~maH cove or creek, which, 
it seems, 'was !r~i~lenteQ bJr tJu.~ Port'lgucZ(], ~ft}N>rt}y after , 

their discovery of the Cape; tho~tsh, from the boisterous ap
pcaranccof the sea, .11pmp, the bar- that-evidently crosses the ' 
entrmlce of the river, itis di·fficult to conceive how they dared; 
t.o tmst their ships in such an exposed sitnation,unlcss, in~ 

de(~d, they were so sIilall as to be a.ble, at high water, to cross 
the bar, in which case they might lie', at all seasons, mpcr
feet security . 

AU these rivers arc well stocked with perch, eels, and small 
turtle; and, to a certain distanc~ frOln :the sea-coast, they 
abound with almost every kind of sea-fish peculiar t.O this 
part of the world. 

Beside the rivers l.c'rcenumera~d, tbe whole slip of land, 
stretching along the sea-coast~bet~een the entrance ofF8.lse 
Ba:1'an<tthe Great Fish river, is intersected by streamJ~ts ' .. .... ';' .. ' ' ' ..... ,." ...... ,.t; ..... '..if:,. 
whose w~~.are . neither absorbed 7nor eva.rate,ti~·:~\(~; ., Jy . 
generaHy 1'U'nitl~~'b deep cbasmsas to b~ oflittle '\l~i:~o(,' J4~i, 

the promotion()~,~~~\Jl~ure ·by .~B.!~Qf. it'ig"t~ . " -,. 
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DIVISION,porULATION, AND PRODUCE~ 

When the Dutch East India Company >'perceived their 
settlement extending fa I' he,yond the bounds they had origi
nally pl'csc~j,bed, they found it expedient 'to divide the coun

try into districts, and to place over each a ci"il magistrate 
with the title of Landrost, \vho, with his council called IIem
raaden, . was uuthorized to~ettle petty disputes among the 
farllwrs, or bet~~cn them and the native Hottentots, levy 
tines within a certain sum, collect and applt""the parochial 
assessments, and enforce the orders and regulations of Go
vel'llmcnt. His district w~s distributed into 'a Dumber of 

suhdivisions, over each of whjch was apH~inted a Feldtwagt
meester or; country overseer? whose duty ' 'vas to take cogni
zance of any abuses fommitted within his division, and 
rel}ort the same to the Landrost, to adjust disputes aboL~t 
springs or water-courses, and to forward the orders of Go

vt'rnment. 

tittle as the authority was which Government had thus 
delegated to the Lti'ndrost and, his assistants, that little was 

:su'Jttttsometimes to abuse, sometimes to neglect, and very 

t~ftib to contempt. 

,tri$9;allly,~tem8 or4i;~rovincial judicature seem' Hable 

tn' the"~~~,o.: ()hJ~~~io'f1s .. ,: I~~oo much power be . confide~ , 
~.' ',;' t.lie ha,#.~k 'bf;" · . :'lri"~~llJ\teS,lbe tempta.t1,on ,to corruptjpn 

t " ' p~tio~~lf ........ ' @lIf~~;~~4:tJ("~ttemptt~ 'execute th~ Jaw 
f:, . ,, )~.~ '~he · PQ~~r '~9~1~ ,~·~~tI:-:a.m~~tJi .. ?f j~s~ice. The 
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latter was \:cry much the case in the.,; distaB;t 'puFts of the 
Cape colony. 

~ For want of such a power the la\V~ have certainly, in most 
cases, proved UI.,·ailing. The Eandrost bad on]y the shadow 
of authority . . '111e cou,ncil and the ,country' -()~erseers were 
composeod of farmers, who were always more re.ady to skreen 
and protect their brother boo~, accused of crimes, than to 
assist in bringing them to just~e. The poor Hottentot had 
little chance of obtaining redress for the wrongs he suffered 
from the boors. However willing the Landrost might be to 
TeCei,,~e his complaints, he possessed not the means of remov .. 
ing the grievance. 'ro espouse the cause of the flottentot ' 
was a sure way ~p. lose 'hispopu!arity. And tpe 'diystance . 

,from the capital ,vas a su~cient obstacle to the Pfeferring of 
,complaints before the Court of J uS\ice at the Cape. When
ever .this has bapp'cned, the orden of the Court of Justice met 
with .as little respect, at the distance of five or six hundred 
miles, as the orders of the Landl'Ost and his council. If a 

man. after being summoned, did Dot chuse to appear, there 
·"as ,no force,in the .co\&ntry to compel him ;' and they knew ' 
,lit would . be fruitleu to dispatch such a force from 
the Cape. &nce quJrders and the most atrocious climes 
.ere cOBlmitted witl\ impunity'; and the only punishmefty 

·"as a sentence of outlawry for ~empt ()f Court; a sent.~ce I 

ht was attended with Ii~tle inconvenience to the criUjmaf, 
who .stiu .continued to maintlin his ,ground in society, as jf 
no such 8eDteDce was hanging' o,~ him. l.~ de~'him, 

it is true" f!~ ~i?g his ?uaI .visits .to~~:~~.· he 
found no difti~uy; ~ cet~ U

O 

~. ~.""q .. 
. '/:.,' • . - '. ',' :.. :'4' '0 r· 

~ ,~. '-"""'-".". ... ,., .. 
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Jand divjded into almost as many squares by oak hedg s. The 
public walk runs up the middle, is well shaded by au avenue 
of oak trees, and enclosed on each side by a hedge of cut 
myrtles. The Dutch. of late years had entirely neg1ected 
this excellent piece of ground; but the spirit of improvement 
that has always actuated the minds of the English in all their 
pos es ions abroad, wiH no doubt shew itself at this place, 
and convert the public garden into a place not only orna
mental to the town but useful to the country. A part of it, 
in fact, bas already been appropriated, by order of the 
Earl of l\;Iacartney, ' for the reception of scarce and curious 
native plants and for the trial of such Asiatic and Euro
pean productions as may seem most likely to be cultivated 
with benefit to the colony. 

Of native plants, that which j the most cultivated, in the 
vicinity of the town, is the Protea n.rgcntea, the TVitteboom, 
br silver tree of the Dutch. Whole woods of it stretch 
along the feet of the eastern side of the Table Moun
tain, planted solely for fuel. The Conocarpa, atlother 
specie of Protea, the Kreupel boom of the Dutch, is 
also planted along the sides of the hills: its bark is employed 
in tanning leather, and the branches for fire wood. 'rhe 
graiuJiflora, speciosa et mellifera, different species of the same 
genu,. grow every where in wild luxuriancf', and are coBeeted 
for fuel, a are' al 0 the larger kinds of Ericas 01 heaths, phyl
lieal, Brunias, polygalas, the Olea Capensi', Euclea racemoso,. 
Sophora, and many other arborcous plants that grow in great 
abundance botb on the lUlls of the peninsula, and on the 
• 
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sandy isthmus that connects it with the continent. T he arti
cle of fu('l i. 0 carce that a small cart load of these plant 
brouO'ht to the town costs from five to seven dollar, or twen ty 
to eight-and-twenty shiJIinO's. In most familie a laye j k pt 
expre sly for collecting fire wood. He goes out in the morning, 
a cends the steep mountain of the peninsula, where waggon 
cannot approach, and 'returns at night with two small bundle 
f faggots, the produce of six or eight hours Lard labor, 

swinging at the two end of a bamboo carried aero s the 
~houlder. Some familie have two and even thre laves, 
whose sole employment consi t in climbing the mountains 
in search of fuel. The expence of a few faggots, whether 
thus collected or purchased by the load, for preparjng victuals 
only, as the kitchen, alone has any fire place, amounts, in a 
moderate family, to forty or fifty pounds a-year. 

The addition to the inhabitant of five thousand troops, and 
a large fleet stationed at the Cape, h s incr as d the demand 
for fuel to such a degree, that serious appr hen ions ha,·e be n 
entertained of some deficiency shortly happening in the up
ply of this n cessary articl . Under this idea the atten
tion of the English was particularly directed toward find
ing out a substitute for wood. The appearance of all the 
mountain in outhern Africa, being particularly fa 'orable to 
the suppo 1tion th t. fo il coal' might be found in the bowels 
of most of tho e inferior hills connected with, and interposed 
between, them and the ea, Hi E cellency the E rl of Ia
cartney, well kno jng ho v lu ble an acqui ition such a dis ... 

very would prove to the colony, directed a ,'carch to be 
made. Bo~ing rods were pre~red, and mcn tram the regi .. 
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ment J who bad laboured in the collieries of Englktld, were 
selected to make the experiment. JVynbet'g, a tongue of land 
pr~jecting from the Table fountain, was the spot fixed all, 
and the }Ods were put down there through hard clay, pipe
clay, iron-stone and sand-stone, in successive strata, to the 
depth of twent "·three feet. The operation of boring was then 
discontinued by the discovery of actual coa] coming out, as 
mmer x pres it, to day, along the banks of a deep rivulctt 

fiowin out of the Tygerberg, a hill that terminates the 
i thmu ' to t} e ea tward. The stratum of coaly matter ap
peared to Jie nearly horizontal. Immediately abo\'e it wcr 
pipe-clay and white sand-stone; and it rested on a bed of in .. 

<lurated day. It ran fL'Om ten inches to two feet in icknes; 
diifered in its nature in different parts: in some a e 

dug ont large ligneous block ~ in whicll the traces of t e bark, 
~ DOt and grain were distinctly vi ibl ; and in the very mid

dJe of these were imbedded pieces of iron pyrites, running 
through them in crooked veins, or lying in irr O'ular lumps. 
Oth r part of the stratum cOIlsistcd of laminated coal of the 
natur of turt, such as by naturali t would be call d Lithan

tllTa t and piece 0 curred that eemed to differ in Ilothiog 
from tbat specie known in England by th name of Bovey 
coal. The Jign ou part burned with a clear flame, without 
mue meU, and lefe' residuum of light white aslw like tho e 
of drjed wood. '1 he more compact earthy and stolley parts 
hurned les clear, gave out a sulphureou smell, and left be
llind a sJaty caulk, that soon contracted on the surface a deep 
.brO\ n ochraceou' ernst. The borer being put down in seve .. 

a} pees in hopes of meting with the main bed of coal, t 

general rc ult was as foUo : 
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In the bed of the rivulet: 

Coal 
Blue soapy rock * - . ' 
Whi te soapy rock -
Grey sand-stone with clay 

and-stone of chocolate brown 
Bluish oapy clay 

• 

Striated sand, red and white, containing clay 

... -

Here the operation was discontinued for the present. 

31 

.. 
Feet. 
2 

5 
22 
21 
14 
31 

33 

128 

Mo t of the European, and several of the tropical, frui 
have already been introduced into the colony, and cultivated 
with ucce . In every month of the year the table may be 
upplied with at lea t ten differp.nt sort of fruit, green and 

dry. Orange of two kinds, th~ common China and the mall 
Mandarin; fig , grape ,and guavas, are all 'ery good; pc c cs 
and a) ricot not bad. These, when in sea 011, are sold at tht; 

rate of one shilling the hundred. Apple, pears, omegranates, 
quince"" and mediars, thrive well and bear plentifu11y, but are 
not ,'cry good. Few indeed are at the pain even of rrrafti~lg 

. the trees, but sufter them to grow up from the ecd. 'rh ,. 
p,lum and herri s that are produced in the colony are of an 
indifferent quality. Gooseberries and currants are aid to 
have been tried, but without sucee s. The nectarine has not 
yet been introduced. Raspberri s are tolerably good, but 
Be rce; and trawberries are brought to n:arket every month 
of the year. Th re are no filberts nor common bazel nu , 
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but almond, walnuts, and che nuts, all of good -quality, are 
pI ntiful, a a r al 0 mulberries of a large size and excellent 

flavor. 

Tb market is likewise tolerably well supplied with most of 
the E.uropean n~getablcs for the table, from the farms that lie 

cattered along the ea tern side of the penipsula, in number 
about fort or fifty. On some of these farms are vincyard -
3,1 0 of considerable extent, producing, beside a upply for 
the market of green and ripc grapes and prepared rai -in, 
about sel'en hundred league 01' pipe of wine a-year, each 
containing 154 gallons. Of these from fifty to a hundred con
si t of a weet lusciou wine well known in England by the 
name of Con tantja, the produce of two .farms lyinO' close un-

r the mountain about mid-way between the two bays. 
The grap i the u cate), and .the rich quality of the wine 
i in part owing to the ituation and soil, and partly to the 
ar taken in the manufacture. - 0 fruit but such as is full 

rip, no stalk ar ufi'er{!d to 0 under the pJ'C s, precaution 
hat arc rarely taken by the other fanners of the Cape. 

The, in yard , rrurdens, and fruitcrit:-. are divid d into small 
, uare , all inclo cd by cut hedge of oak .. , quince trees, or 

m Ttl ,to break off the outh·ea t winds of summer', whi h, • 
from th it' ·trength and dryn 'S are found to be deleteriOll. to 
• cr t tion; ut the rain is raised on open grounds. The pro

duce oftbis article on the penin n)a j confined chic y to barley, 
. iell, in tlhis couutry, j prci<'rl'cd to oats tOr the feeding of 

llOr '. "Tone of the eommOll fiat"!'Carcd barley h yet }X,en 

iotroduc d,1>u that hexancruJar kind only j' kno D, hich ill 
mne 'part f l,nNl llc1 i called !Jeer and in other bin'. 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

is generally cu1ti,'ated beyond the isthmus and along the 

western coast, witllin the great north and south chain of 

mountains. The remote districts beyond these furnish a sup~ 

ply of horses, sheep, and homed cattle. 

The natural prod llctiOl1S of tile Cape Penin u la, in the v~ge
tahle kingdom, are perhaps more numerous, \'aried, and ele
gant., than on any other spot of equal extent in the whole 
world. Of these, by the indefatigable labors of 1\11'. MasRon, 

his Majesty's botanic garden at Kew exhibits a choice col

lection; but mUlIY are still wanting to complete it. ,Few 

countries can boa t of so great a variety of the bulbous rooted 

plants as Southern Africa. In the month of September, at 

the close of the rainy season, the plains at the feet of the 

Table :Mountain alld on the we 't shore of Table Bay, called 

now the Green Point, exhibit a beautiful appearan~e. As in 

England the humble naisy, in the spring of the year, deco

rates the green sod, so at the Ca pel in the same seaSOD, the 

whole sUiface is en Ii veiled with the large Uthorma, so like the 

dai y as to be eli tinguished only hy a Botanist, springing lip 

in mj'riuds out of a \'erdant carpet, not however of grass, but 

composed generally of the low creeping T'rifolium melit%~~s. 

The 01:aZis cerUlIa, and others of the same genus, varying 

through eyery jot of color fcom brilliant red, purple, violet, 

yello \', dOWll to snowy whitcJ1l' ,and the II.IJPo,l'is stellata or 
'Star flower with its regular radiated corolla, ,ome of golden 

. 'yellow, sOl'ne of a clear ullsullied white, and 01 hpr contain

ing in each flower, white, violet, a,~d deep green, are equally 
numerous, ,mel infinitely more beautiful. 'Vhilst the. e ure in

\'oIving the petals of their 'lJ~wy fiowret at the ~etting of the 
VOl •• II. F 
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sun, the modest I.lia Cinnamomea, of whieh are two ,'arieties, 
one called here the Cinnamon, and the other the evening, 
tlower, that has remained closed up in its brown calyx, 
and invisible during the day, now expands its small white 
hlossoms, and scents the air, throughout the night, with its 
fragrant · odour. The tribe of I.rias are numerous and cx~· 
trcmely elegant; hut none 'more singular than that species 
which bears a long uprigh.t spike of pale green flowers. The 
Iris, the llforlta, AntJwli:::a, and Gladiolus, each furnish a great 

variety of species not Jess eJegant nor graceful than the I:l'ia. 
That species of Gladiulus, which is here calied Afi'ieaner, is un
commonly beautiful with its tall waving spike 9f :;triped fiowers, 
and has also a fragrant sme}i' ; that species of a deep crimson 
is still morc elegant. A small yellow Iris furnishes a root for the 

table, in size and taste not unlike a chesnut. These small 
roots are called Uyntjes by the colonists, and that of the Apo
negeton distachioll, which is algo eaten, 'a latcr u.lJn{jes. Of those 
genera which botanists havc distinguished by the name of the 

liliaceous class, many are exceedingly grand andbcatitifuJ, 
particularly the Amarylli.'1, of which there are scv;ra.l species. 
The sides of the hills are finely scented with the family of ge
raniums; the differcnt speci('s of which, exhibit.ing such va
riety of foliage, once started an idea that this tribe of pl~nts 
.alone might imitate in tlwir lea'n:-s every genus of the n~g.eta
hIe world. 

The fhltescent, or shrubby plants, that grow in wiltfluxu- ' 
fiance, some on the hills,. others in the dcept!ba.stn~.,.pfthe 
mountains, and others on .the sandy iSlhrrllls~JUl'tl;isb 'a[l :endJess 
l'ariety for the labors of theb()tanit.~ ottbe~iitnbers ofthifl 
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class of ri'aturalists, who have visited the Cape'~ none have re
turned to Europe without having added to his colleetic)i1 

plants that were neither described nor known. Tbe eye of a 
stranger is immediately caught by the extensive plantations of' 

,the Protca A'J'gentca, whose silver (~olored leaves, of the soft te\.
ture of satin, give it a distinguished appearance CltlWng the 
deep foliage of Ole oak, and still deeper hue of the stOll\' 
pine. It is singular enough that although the numerous species 
of Pl'otca be indiscriminately produced on almost every hill 
of the colony, the silver tree should be confined to the feet or 
the Table l\{ountain alone, a circumstance that led h.l the 
supposit.ion of its not being indigenous to the Cape; it has 
never yet. however, becndiscovcred in any other part of the 
world. The tribe of heaths are uncommonly elegant and 
)bcautiful: they are met with equally numerous and flourish~ 

iug on the stony hills and sandy plains; yet, unless raised 

WfroUl seed., are with difficulty transplanted into gardens . 
. Doctor llonburgh found at least ISO distinct species between 
the Cape and the first range of mountains. Littlf~ inferior to 
the heaths are the several species of the genera to which 
botanists have given the names of Polygala, nr~nill, Diosma, 
&rbottia" Cliffortia, and A:;pal'agu~; to which might be added 

a v.f!~t variety of others, to be enumerated only in a work 
pwf~~d)'y ,vrittcllon the subject. 

The' peniDsul~ of the Cape affords but a narrow field for the' 
~nquirie$, of the~~I4)gi$t',Thcwooded kloofs or clefts intne 
~ountaitls stiU···give>sb,elter,to .. :tl~te,wremaining troops of 
W91ves"anrl hY~.Qa~tbat,ll~t~nult}yyears:ago were very troublt>-
,·,jo~~t6t;~t~wn'i 'fhe: latter, indeed, generally shuns the 
l:h~~~iC)Q~(Qf'tll~~,.;,\)ut t\Ul.former, even yet, sometimes ex .. 
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tends IJis nightJy prowl to the very skirt~ of the ton'n, elJticed 
by the dead cattle and ofiills from slaughter-houses that are 
shamefull v suffered to be left or thrown even at the l';ides of 

"' 
tile public n)(lus. In the caverns of the Table l\fountain, and 
.Illciccd 11} almost every mountain of tl1C colony, is found in 
considerable number a small dusky-colored unimal about the 
size of a rahbit, with short ears and no tail, called here the 
Das, and described in the ,S:I)Rtclfla ]\iaturce of LillllCCUS under 
the name of }I.III'Il.l.' Cl1pe71si.~, aud by Pennant under tll.:.lt of 
Cape Cay)'_ The flesh is used for the table, but is black, 
dry, and of an indifferent flavor. 'fhe Slecnbok, once the most 

numerous of the antelope tribe that inbabited the peninsula, is 
llOW neady exterminated orlt of this part of Afi7ica, though 
l?qually abundant with the other two beyond the isthmus. 
This animal is the Antelope G rimmca of Pallas, and theG ninea 
antelope of Pennant. The horses of the Cape are not indi
genous, but were first introduced from Ju\'a, and since that, 
at various times, from (]iift."rent parts of the world. The 
grizzled aud the black Spaniard iirst brought hithct" about 
twenty years ago, from South 1\ merica, where the breed now 
rUllS wild o\'er th2tt extensive country, are the horses that arc 
most esteemed for their beauty, their gentleness, and service. 

Though smaH~ and often "ery ill-fed, they are capable of su&i"" 
taining a great degree of hurd labor. Heavy waggolls, "ho,y
ever, are chiefly drawn by oxen. These are all indigenQIJs, 
except the bl'ced from a few EUfopean cattle that have lately 
heellintroouccd. The CapeQx 1s. distinguished by i~loug 
h>gs, high sh(,)UI~rs, and Jarge llOl:J:1S. 

Tbe larger klUds of Linls: :tbatb0·vertpu~,ct~¢~umlllit of 
the Table ~lo.unta..in, are vultures,> ~agl~.$,>kites,' >and c~~vi~, 
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that assist the wolves in c1ennsillg the outskirts of tIle town 
of a lluisance that is tacitly permitted by tLe police. DlIcks, 

teals, and snipes, are met with in the wiuter season ahout the 

pools and periodical lakes on the isthmus. Turtle doves, a 
tiJrllsh,calkd the Sprew, nn<l the }<'iscal bird, tbe LaJlill:~ eol
la/'l's, frequent the gardclls near the to\\"11. 

Thc market is constantly supplied with a "aridy of sea-fish 
that are caught jn the bay, and c\'ery where along the coast. 
The Roman,. a deep rose-colored perch, is cousidered as the 

best fish in the colony,. but i& never caught except ill f'alsc
bay, and on the eoast to the eastward of it. 1 t lifts one back 

fin with twcJrc spines, and divided tail; a silrcr band along 

eacb side of the back fin, tuming down to the belly, and a 
blue arched line orer the upper mandible connecting the two 
('yes. Next to the Homan arc the red and the wbite ISfl'{'lZ~ 

brassems, or Stone-breams. two ~pecies, or perhaps \'aricties 

only, of perch<;s. They are caught from one to thirty pounds 

ill weight. Of the same genus there are several other species, 
and all 'of them tolerably good. One ()f these eallecl the 

Cahcljau, with the root of the pectoral fins black, tail Ul.l~ 
divided,' an.d one back fin, grmvs to the weight of forty 

. P9~tlds: another, called the Hottentot's fish, from its dirty 
brCij\-ncolor,with one back fin,. and tail bifid·,. commonly funs 
abou~f{)\1r po~nd5 ~ auotb~l' perch, ~alled the Sih'cr-fish, has 
one back fin,an<itail bifid;. ground of arose-coJored tillg€', 
with five }()llgittld~nal silver", bands on each side, described 
probably as th¢pe).,£(l~,·illta:,litldaJourth species, called the 
,Stomprleus, .'Wjtb. one .ba~k 6l1and tail hifid,is dis.tinguished 

, .. bJ"$lltrAllsvet~e. bands.· of.black and. white spotsdowll. each 



"l'RAVELS IN 

side. The IIaJ'da, a species of Clupea, not unlike the eOnl

moo hcrrin,~', is considered as a good fish ; arid the Klip or 
}"()ck-tlsh, the Blcnnius 'ch;iparus, makes 110 bad fj·y. Another 
l~lellllilts, called the King Hock-fish, is sometimes caught 
with the i()I':l1el", to which, from its shape and resemblance to 

the il/UI'a'l1a of the ancients, naturalists,have given the specific 

name of Aluramoides. The E{(t, the Scomber traclwl'us"schad 
or horse mackerel, has agood davor, but is reckoned to be 
unwholesome food, and on that account seldom eaten. ~rhe 

Scombel' Scombcl', common mackerel, sometimes makes its ap

pearance after'bad weather in large shoals in the bay. The 
Springer is esteemed for the thick fat coating that lines the 

cavity of tile abdomen. The ~peerillg, a species of Anthc7'lna, 

1S a sma)) transparent fish wi'tIl a broad band, resembling a 
plate of silver, on each side. The' Knorlwen, a species of 
Trig/a, or Gurnard, with two strong spines 011 the fore part 
of each eye, and two ou the co\'er of the gills, is not :l bad 
fish; nor is the common Sole inferior here to that in Europe. 
Dolphins are sometimes caught in the bay after a gale of wind. 

That ~lnglllar specil~s of llyy fish, the electrical torpedo, is 
well known to the fishermen by tlJe frequent strokes they re· 
,ccive from treading on the small young ones that are often 

thrown upon the beacbin the winter season. Another species 

is used fortbe tabh~ and eaten by the English under the l)alUe 

of Skate. There is also1P some of the rivers of the country 
an elec=trical Silurus, hut it is not eaten; and the lJagre, '. a 

second species of Silurus, commonly caught in the baY1' is 
considered as poisonous. The SCQ1'pttlla Capensis,caUed 'here 
Jacob E'L'ertscm, is anrm, drytish, but not very c.ommdnJy 
used. A species of "cray .. 6.sh,anddifierent 50rtsof,crabs are 
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plentiful and tolerably good. Muscles of various kinds, and 

oysters, aboungon the sea-coast; the formel' of a high, strong 

flavor, but the latter fully as good as those of .Europe; they 

are, however, not to be procured in quanti tic!') near the Cape. 

A species of Asterias or Star-fish, and the paper l\-r"autillls, arc 

sometimes sent from hence to Europe to be placed in the 

cahin~ts of the curious; as is also that singular little allimal . :. '- -

called by naturalists the Syngllothll.'; l1ippocampwi, and SOIJH:~- · 
times sea-horse. 

!'ewshells or marine prqd uctions arc met with on this part 
of the coast of Africa that would bc considered as rare by the 

ml.turalist. Small corallines, madreporcs, ~pongcs,. and other 

productions of marine animals, are frequently thw"..-o up 011 . 

the slwrcs of the bnys, but such only as are commonly known. 

The shells that mostly abound arc of the llnivah'e tribe. The 

patdla. genus is the most plentiful; and that large, beautiful, 

pearly shell, the IIaliotis "Alicia:, is vcry C"ommon. C.'IPJ'(l!a, . 
Vulutt::~, and Cones, are also abundant. Ali these are .collected 

on the coast nea~ the Cape, and ~umt int.o hme, thel"e heing 
no liJIlestoncoo the whole peninsula, and none worth the la
bor of get6ng, and the expenditure orfuel necessary for burn

,ingit, in any part of the colony. 

Du~i~.g . thc . "'11lkt season whales are very plentiful in aU· 
the ba~r~f,&puth~rn Africa., and give to the fishermen a much 
eas:ierupp.art~ili:~y.; Qf: ~hlg tbem· than in the open ~ea. . ' 
They ar~. SJnal1~f: .#~~~)~. yul.u~ble .. th!1fl those of the Same 
.kind ... inthe .. nort~ ... n s~s; · p4~ ;~tdlj.c.ieptly; so .to .. haveengaged 
.~,~le . atten~ion()fa .(}~llnpany l~t$ly established here for carry.-
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ing Oita fishery in Table Bay. They run in general from 
£t't~ to sixty feet in length"a,nd produce from six to ten tons 
()f oil cacho The bone of such small fish is not very valuable. 
11 is remarked that all those which have Jet been caught 
lrcrc females; and it is supposed that they resort to the bays 
as plaees of shcltf.;l' to deposit their young. Seals were once 
plentiful on the rocky islands of }'alsc bay, as is still that. 
curious animal the penguin, forming the link of conn~ection 
between the f(~athered and the finny tribe. 

Insects of almost c\'ery desc)'ip~ion abound in the summer 

months, and particularly a species of locust which infests the 
gardens, deroul'illg, if not ~Fpt under, every green thing that 

comes in its way. 1\Il1~quitoes are less troublesome here than 
in most warm climates, llor docs their bite cause much, in
flammation; but a small sand fly, so minute as scurecJy to be 

\"is;ble, is a great t(}rment to those who may have occasion 

t.o cross mnong the shrubbery of tbe sandy isthmus. I .. izards 

of variouskjnd~, among which is tbe call1cleon, are '-cry 

abundant; and small land-turtles arc every where crawlino' 
• 0 

about in the high roads and on the naked plains. Sc()q~ions, 

scolopendras, and large black spiders, are 2tlllOllg the noxious 
insects of the Cape; and almost all the snakes of the country 

arc rcnomous. 

The ft,rst appearance of so .stupcndous a mass of naked 
roek as the Table ~Iountain cannot fail to arrest, for a time, 

the attentiollof the most indifferent obsen'er of nature from 
~n inferior objects, and. must particulal'ly interc14t 'tbut of 
the ,mil1cralogist. As a (h~sq .. ipti()lloftbisUlOuntnin will, 
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with f·ew rUrlatiolls, answer to thdt ofaJmost all the great. 
ranges ill Southern Afl'ica, 1 may not perhaps be thollght too 

tedious in entering il1ti; a detail of its form, (hmeusions, and 

com ti tUCll t pa rt~. 

The name of Table Land is given by seamen t.o every hill 

or mountain whose summit presents to" tbe eye of the oh
server a line parallel to the horizon. The llorth front of the 
Table ]\lunnt.aiu, directly facing the town, is a hOl'izonlalline, 

or Ycry nearly sg~ of about two miles in length. The bold 

t~lce, that ris~s," ahllOst at right angles to meet this line, is snp

ported, as it Werc, by a number of projecting butt\'e~ses that 
rise out of the plain, and fall ill with tile fi.-ont a little higher 

tIlan midway from the base. These, with the division of the 

front. by two great chasms, into three parts, a curtain fiallked 

by two bastions, the first retiring and the others projecting~ 
give to it the appeamnceof the ruined walls of some gigantic 

ftJl'lress. TllCic lyaUs . rise above the level of TabJe Bay to 
the beightof ~58~ feet, as deter,mined by Captain Bridges of 
the royal engineers, from a measured base and angles taken 
with a~ood theodolite. The east side, which runs otf at. 
right aoglc:sto the front, is still bolder •. and bas one point 
l.igiler .by several feet. Tbelrest sitler" along the sea ... sll<>l'c, is 
r~p~ \i1ltodee,() cbt\sms. and wOl!ll&wayinto .a number of 
P6id~~ ':m~~es. lll.anvancing totb.e tiouthward about four 
miles;·i\\e .~~Jt~ill ";cile$~ndshistepsor te,rrl,lccs, the lowest 

~w~~.~E~~;::~:t~~~!~ . 
. fmn.t, .. ·()Jle .:···~bO ... : ~viJ!j'~'.(MQ~D~.".·_ .. · , .~· ·91l . ., ... ", .... ;.:~ '" 
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depredations of time and the f91ce of torrents h.wiu,g carried 
away the looser Q;nd lesscol1),pa,pt parts, han! disunited' their 
summits, but they are still joined .Cl:~a vcry considerable de· 
vation ahol'e the co~nmon balie. The height of the first is 
SS15,and of the latter 2160 feet. The Devil's J.\;Io\1ntain is 
broken into irregular points; but the upper part of the Lion's 
Head is a solid mass of stone, rounded and fashioned like a 
work of art, and resembling ver'Y much, from some points 
of view, the dome of St. Paul's placed upon a high cone
shaped hill. 

These three mountains are composed of a multitude of 
rocky strata piled on each other in large tabu1ar masses. 
Their exact horizontal position denotes the origin of the mass 

to be neptunian and not volcanic; and that since its first 
formation no convulsion of the earth has happened in this 
IJart of Africa sufficient to have disturbed the nice arrange
ment of its parts. The strata of these postdiJuvian ruins, 
not being placed in the order of their specific gravity, might 
lead to the conclusion that they were deposited in successive 
periods of time, were it not for the cirCuIDstanc. of their 
lying close upon each otberwitbout any intermediate veins 
of earthy or other. extraneous materials. The stratification of 
the Cape peninsula, and indeed Qfthe whole colony, is ar ... 
ranged in .theiolJowing Qtder : 

Tbeshpreso(Tab1e Ray, and :the substratum of th~.J)lain 
on w hichijl~towJljsbuilt,compose~ bedof~,~ltl~~1lJP.ct 
.s~~istus, genentlJ, ..• pJaCt!djll.·fl~raneJ .. , rid~'in.'~"'4.~n ••. of 

· '~PiiJ,.west .andsoutb ... e~tf'~tireq'*~lltl~,m~'RjSj/~~ large 
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masses of a hard flinty rock of the same color, 'belonging to 

that class of aggregat~d stones proposed hyMI'. Kinvau to 
be called granitelles. Fine blue flags, with whitish streak~, 
are procured from Robben Island, ill the mouth of Table Bay, 
which are used for steps, and fo), paving; the terraces in front 
of most of t.he houses. 

Upon the Schistus lies a body of strong clay colored with 
iron from a pale yellow to deep red, and abounding with 
brown foliated mica. Embedded in the day are immense 
blocks of granite, the component parts of which are so loosely 
cemented together as easHy to be separated by the hand. Ti,e 
mica, the sand, and indeed the whole be(iof clay, seem to have 
been formed from the decomposition of the granite. Be
tween the Lion's Head and the sea are vast masses of these 
aggregated stones entirely exposed. Most of them are rent 
and.1 t~dling asunder by their own weight: others are com
pletely hollowed out so as to be nothing more than a crust or 
sbell; and they have almorit invariably a small aperture on 
that side of the stone which faces the bottom of the bill or 
the sea.-shore. Such excavated blocks of coarse granite are 
very cornmpn on the hi11s of Africa, and are frequently in
habited by ~una\Vny slaves. 

Resting on thegraniteancl clay is the first horizontal stra,
tum of tbe TalbleMountain, commencing at about fh'c hun
dred feetabQveth~ level of the sea. It is siliceous sand-stone: 
of a ~irty yell()w~E)~r.A~ovet&isisa deep brown.and
stone,cQlltaining calcito~ Qres'{)flroQ,rand veins "fhetaati~, 
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running through the solid rock. U pOll this rests it mass, of 
about a thousand feet irt height, of a whitish-greY shining 
granular quartz, mouldering a,~ay i~;:itnallY places by exposure 
to tbe weather, and in others passing into sand-stone. The 
summit qf the mountain has entirely undergone the transition 
into sand~stone; and the skeletons of the rocks, that have 
llitherto I'~istcd the ravages of time, are surrounded by 
Illyriads of oval-shaped and rounded pebbles of semitrans
parent quartz that were once embedded in them. Those 
pebbles having acquired their rounded form by friction when 
the matrix, in which they are still found buried, had not as
sumed the form and consistence of stone; and the situation 
of this stratified matrix on blocks of J>rimreval granite, clearly 
point out a grand revoluti6~ to have taken place on the sur-t 
face of the globe we inhabit. No organized remains, bow":' 
ever, of the Old World, snch as ~hens buried in the rock, 
petrifactions ef fisbes, or impressions of plants, appear on that 
side of the Ta.ble Mountain next the Town; but I ha.ve seen 
some rew arborizations in. the Schistus on the south side of 
the :Mou.ntain. 

'ro those whom mere curiosity, or the more laudable desire 
of acquiring information, may tempt to .make a visit to the. 
summit of tbe Table Mountain, tbebf~t and readiest access 
will be fmmd directly U{' the faceooxt to the town. The 
ascent lies through a deep, chasm that divides the curtain fronl 
the 1ef.~·"'ition.The length of this ravine is about tbree
fourtiss efaUlile ; the perpeudicu.lar cheeks a.t thero&t more 
thaa.atbotltoand feet high1 and dlf~&Ugleofascentabelltif(jrtJ-
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five degrees. The entrance into this deep chasm is grand 
and awful. The two sides, distant at the lower part about 

eighty yards from each otber, converge to the width of a few 
feet only at the portal, which opens upon the summit, forming 

two lines of natural perspective. 011 passing this portal, a 

plain of very considerable extent spreads out, exhibiting a 

dreary -waste and an insipid tameness, after quitting the bold 

and romantic scenery of the chasm. And t.he adrenturer 
may perhaps fecl strongly digposed to ask himself if sueh be 

all the gratification he is to l'ccei,'e for having undergone so 

great a fatigue in the ascent? rl'he mind, llOwcver, wiH SDon 

be relieved at the recollection of the gr'eat command given 
by the elevation; and the eye, Jeaving the immediate 

scenery, will wander with delight round the whole circum
ference of the horizOIl. On approaching the verge of the 

m'oontain--

" How fearful 
'1 And dizzy 'tis to cast aIle's eyes 80 low! 

.. .. .. . .. 
" The fishermen that walk upon the beacb 
" A ppear like mice; and yon tall anchoring barl:: 
" Diminish'd to her cock. • (I!t .. 

• ' .. .. «(The mw-muring surge 
" That ontbcunnutnber'didle pebbles chafes, 
,c Cannot be heard ~high'" 

Antbft:tlb~Sl~-, the.plainbelow. are, in fact, dwindled: 
away totlieeye~ft1le$~Cb~t()l' into littJene!!s and illsigni6 .. 
eance~< rrhe;;ft~~~i ,lr~'se,t9f,€l}pe ' Town, . disposed' int*o 
fo"lDaliCltJJhl,s,.::-.~~,:li~~"~~~:'P~"fa·b .. ics ", ~hieh·dbH-
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clren are accllstomed to make with cards. The shrubbery on 
the sandy isthmus looks like dots, and the farms and their 
enclosures as so many lines, and the more-finished parts of a 
plan drawn on paper. 

On the swampy parts of the flat summit, between the 
masses of rock, are growing several sorts of handsome shrubs. 
The Pemea mucronata, a taB, elegant, frntescent plant, is pe
culiar to this situation; as is also that species of heath called 
the Physorles, which, with its clusters of white {Jowers g~azed 
with a glutinous coating, exhibits in the sunshine a very 
beautiful appearance. ~fany other heath'S, common also on 
the plains, seemed to thri"e equally well on this ete'rated, 
situation a~ in a milder t'~mpcrature. The air 011 the SUlB ... ,' 

mit, in the clear weather of winter, and in the shade, is gene~ 
ra11y about fifteen degrees of :Fahrenheit's scale lower than 
in Cape Town. In the summer season the difference js much 
greater, when that weJl-kuO\vu appearance of the fleecy cloud, 

not inaptly caned the Table Clot/" envelopes the summit of 
the mountain. 

A single glance at the topography of the Cape a.nd the ad
jacent country will be sufficient to explain the cause of this 
phenomenon which b~so much the appearanceofsinguJarity. 
'£he moontainoqs peninsuJais.connected with a still IOOre 
mQuntainous cQntinent,otl wbichtbe.great ranges run parallel 
to, and at no great distance from, the sea-coast. 1Iltb~.~t 
of the summer ,season, when the south-eastmoouSO()~\bJows 
strong at sea, tbe water taken up by e,·apof.tioQ . is,~roe in 
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t,hc air to the continental mOllntains, 'where, being condensed, 
it rests on their summits iu the form of a thick cloud. ThIs 
cloud, and a low dense bank of fog On the sea, arc the pre
cUJ'sorsof a similar, but lighter, tlce~e on the 'rable Moun
tain, and of a strong gale of wind it) Cape Town .(tom the 
south-east. These cfleets may be thus accounted for: The 
condensed air on the summit of the tnountains of the con
tinen"frushes, by its superior gravity, towards the more rari
fied atmosphere over the isthmus,. and the vapor it contains 
is there taken up and beld im'isibJe or in transparent 801u

t.;{)tl. l?r{)Ul hence 1;"- ia ctll ..... ic,8 bJ' the south-cast n'il1d ta

wards the table and its neighbouring mountaio!o<, where, by 
condensation from decreased temperiiture and concussion, 
the air b no longer capable of holding the vapor with which 

it was loaded, but is obliged to let it go. rrhe atmosphere 
on the summit of the mountain becomes turbid, the cloud is 

shortly formed, and, hurried by the wind over the verge of 
the precipice in large fleecy \rOhlme$, rolls down the steep 
sides towards the plain, threatening n)omentarily to deluge 

the town. No sooner, however, dot,S h arrive, in its descent, 
at the point of temperature equal to that of the atmosphere 

in which it has floated o\'cr the isthmus, than it is once more 
taken npand " vanishes into air--to thin air." Every other 
partof~~le:be.p..)ispbel'eshews a de&r blue sky undisturbed by 

a .sj.t1gle •.• ··va.pQ.~~· 

Tbe.iP~~~i~~~;Cllpepcllinsulaisgrapes, wid) all the 
~urop~~p.ftd ··~i'.f.,W~.trQl}iGalfruit$, .. vegetables of every 
d.ctipti()n"~fleJ"f.orth~;.~~~;ofh~~~.alld. a. small .quantity 
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of choice wille. Of the other parts of the Cupe districr, 

wheat, barleYl pulse~ . a1Jd wine. 

lly a ff>gulatiou of the Dutch Gm'ernment, every hotlSC .. 

holder WHS obliged annually to gin~ in the number of his tiullily, 
the amount ofhjs live stock, and the produce of his tarm. As 
this ha4bcen done in a loose and !Slovenly manner, and as the 
augmentation of ten thousand souls to its forme!' populat1oll 
rendered it important to ageertain the means afforded by the 
colony for tbeir subsistence, I.JoniMuc:artnc), reql1ired that, for 
the future, e\1cry man should gin~ in his sr.atement upon oath. 
'Vhen this new regulation was made, the OpgaaJ/: for that 

year, had already been t~J.:en in the usual way, but, on being 
repeated, the numbers, in some articles, were fouud to 
exceed those in the fonner account in a threefold pro
portion. 

The following· is ,an abstract of tbe Opganjf for the Cape 
district in the year 1797, wben it was first required to be 
given in onoatb. 

Men 
Women 
Sons 
Daughters 
Smran~ 

.. 
Population. 

ow 

.. . .. 
... 

1~, 
IS54 
14tH 
l6.5S 
iS2 

, ~,(Jl)~,tilllla.,>'<iI. 
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Brought forward, Christiane G261 
l\fen sJa res 667.'3 
\Vomen slaves 
Slave children 

2660 
'2:358 

--Sla,'es 11,891 

Total population of the Cape district 18,1.5~ 

()f the abo\'e number of Christians or free peopie, 718 art 
persons of color, and one thousand, nearly, are Europeans. 

Stocle and Producc. 

Horses (his ~Iaj('sty's cavalry not included) 

HOl'llnl cattle 
8334 

20,957 
61,575 Sheep and goats 

Hogs 
Vine plants 
I.Jeggers of wine made (each HiO gallons) 

1\luids of wheat sown in 1796, 3464-
reaped 

Muids of barley sown in 1796, 887-
reaped 

Muids of rye sown ill 1796, 39-
reaped 

Qtla.ritity,oflandemployed in 
vinc.rardsa.pdgardeos .. ,.580 morgcIl 

Ingrain " ",:.,", - ' SOS9ditto 

758 
1,560,109 

7861 

32,962 

18,819 

529 

Total 3669, morgcnor 7.'3.'38 acres. 
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The quantity of land occupied, as given in, amounts to 
8018 moro-cn, or 16,OS6acres; but as laud tn('asUl'illg is VCI'Y eo 
little understood or attended to, this part of the OpgCl(/jj' may 
be considered as incorrect. 

The eommmption of Cape Town in the same .vC~lf was, 

I Hood of I '---:-r --
Head of Leggers IMUidS ofjMuids of! 

, Cattl~ Sheep. ~~. whe~l_ Ihrle!~ 
Army I 4562 22,812 '2000 110,000 19,4·60 
Navy 1810 0044 1000 I 6000 .. I It, 
Inhabitants I 5000 130,000 SOOO 116,900 10,000 

--' ---!- ,--'if' 6000 b2,900 .2y,4.60 ,Total consumption 11 ,372 ! 161,856 

The following table shews the number of marriages,christell
lUgS, and burials in Cape Town fi)f eight years. 

I 

Marriages. IChrjstening~ 
----f 

Years. Burials. 

I 1790 ISO S50 186 I 
: 1791 97 854 146 i 
j 1792 ]74 360 144 

I 1793 158 288 116 

I 1794 211 308 111 
179.5 213 808 145 

l 1796 249 257 HiS 
I 1797 217 364 J57 1. __ -_ 

1449·,2589 f----,... 

I'l) 8 years 1175 

Making 1'll;16. the excess ofchri6tenillgs.a~~>il>Urials in 
eight ycars. -As aU ... marriage$mu$tbe.~·f()l1nled,iu Cape 
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Town, the column of marriages arc those in the whole colon}, 
ny cO[lJ}lal'lng the a\'crage number of deaths with the popu
lation, it will appeal' that the mortality in Ole Cape district 
is about ~l:~-\.('l" in the hundred. Of the sla\'cs the mortality is 

rather more, but less, perl~aps., than in any other country 
where slavery is tolerated. 'rhe number, as we have seen, in 
the Cape district, is 11,891 ; and the number of deaths, on 
an average of eight years, was SSO, which is after the rate of 
three ill the hundred, 

\\~ilh respect to the natural produce of the Cape distrkt. 
what has yet been discovered is of little OJ' no importance, 
except its fisheries. The wax-plant grows abundantly upon 
the sandy isthmus, but the berries are \lot considered to be 
worth the labour of gathering. 'rhe collecting of sllt~ns to 
burn into lime, and of heaths and other shrubby plants for 
fuel, furnish (:onstant employment tOl' about one thousand 
slaves. The gl'eat destruction of the fniteseellt plants on the 
Cape peninsula and the isthmus will be \rery S(;VC,'ely felt in the 
course of a few years. The plantations of the si}\'er-trce~ on 
that brow of Table l\.fountain which is next to the isthmus. 
are experiellcing the same destruction for the sake of a tcm-
1,m'al'Y 'profit; and so thoughtless, or so indolcll t, a re the pro
pri~tors .oftheinnd; that little pains arc bestowed to keep up 
~l slle:<~e~$km f).f ymmg trees. No further triHls hare yet been 
llHld e f()ft.onl. 


