
TRAVELS IN 

C HAP. II. 

Importanc8 oj'the Capeoj' Good Hope (onsic/fred as a Military Station. 

W liEN the Prince of Orange had departed from Holland. 
and the suhsequent affairs of that nation had rendered it. suf • 
.fiCiclltly obvious that the majority of the inhabitants of the 
United Provinces were inclined to adopt the' -re\r61utionary 
principles of France, it became a measure of precallition, in 
our government, to talF immediate possession ofth.e Dutch 
colonie~. Among these the Cape of Good,' Hope claimed the 
earliest attention, being considered as a settlement of too 
great importance to be trusted in the hands of the Dutch 
colonists, althoug}~ it was weUknown that the principal as 
well as the majority of the civil and O)ilitarY9fUc(:1fswere in­
debted to tbcir Prince for the sihlati()n$t4e'y~':lj()yed in that 
colonial government. 

Anexpediti9n was. aceC)fdh1g~yselltout to take possession 
Qfthe . Cape,~ot ho~ever. in a hostile l1lann~r, .• ~Q~tohglilit 
in sec t;lJ'ity for, &nd'h,l the name of, the P'fi:tl9~ , :Qf! ' Or~nge~ 

'''0' _,,' "',' ", ,'" \, ',', " " ' ._,' ,:" :o',.,'.' ,.':, ':,' ": " :",:.'-:::',',: ;',' -,,';tt::', ~:'.·r 

whohildfQrnisbed .. 1etteJ:S. da~ed from .Lotld(j~, .. ~t<>:th~~'J~fect. 
But therllisguided·peopleof tbe colonY,hft.Vi,bgr~c'i¥~d, onty 
imperfectaccQunts .. o£.aff~irs in HC)na~4,.·and,t¥i~ih~:to ex .. 
pect 3.' J:~rencb. forcea't the 9~ bad already '. ei:~aced ille 
principles ofJac~binismo 'Wl~~' ~ .. ffe~~. ~~ .. t~~:~9l!e to be 
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(lreaded on account of thc conslIlllmateignol'Hllce of tlJ(~ 

bulk of the scttlers. Somc French emissaries, those assid nous 

disturbers of the peace of mankind, who, slmkc~lil\C, have 
crept into every society and,porner of the world, poisoning 
the ~prings of harmony and good order, found little .difficulty 
in urging a people, already so well disposed, to carry their 

• 
llew principles into practice. The few officers of government 

who were supposed to be attached to the cause of the Stadt­

holder, and fi'iends to the old system, were completely sub­
dued; ~nd the weakness of' the governor favored the views of 

the disorderly citizens. They became clamorous to dee1aJ'(~ 
themselves, by some public act, a ii'ee ,lod independent J8-

puhlic; they prepareJ to plant the tree of liberty; and es .. 
tablish{!d til. .convention, 'whose first object was to make out 
pt(}acribed lists of those who were either to sufler death by 
the new-fashioned mode of the guillotine, \vhieh they had 
taken care to provide for the }J\lrpos.e, or to he banished out 
of the colony ... It KalfllQst needless to state that the per­

sons, So Illur}ted out t(jh~ tilcvicti1ll5 of an . unruly rabble, 
. were the only worthy pc()ple in" tlle .. a,ettiemellt, anc! Inost of 
thein, m<,;mbers Qf gqvermncnt. 

rfllC .....• slaves,·· wll<>se •• · •.. nu.Jnhets ()f grown •. ··inen., •.. ·a~.·.I ha'·c····be1-Orc 
observed.,au'cabopt:fiveto .one of male 'v hites who Ilfl,rc,ar-

rive~ .• ~t'f~::\~g~ .. ~ •.• ; ..... ···~~tlt·ilY" ihad .•. al~p/t~~i~,\.~edt'~ngktodrcide 
u .•. ,.pq ................•.. p.:.·.· ••. ~.~t ... · .. hi ..... ..••....... :.· .. ,.D.,.il.· ...... :.te.·, ... j.{) ........•• ~.' .................... · .... : ~.· .. oe.\ ...•. · .. ' .... · ...••....... ~ ....... ~ .. ·l.·d ........... ,.) .. ·n .. ·.ft ... : .. e. .. ;··.:Pf! .•.•....•. n .. ·.d.·;e.rl:t ....... .•. b .•... · ..• · .•. l1 ... · ... ·~-g ...... ·.l.le .... rs, whe.ll 
... " ........•.... t, ; "',' . ",\ . -" .;,~.L_,,:,:: , ,' _,," ,>,:"'" :'\ :"""':':" , ,', """_'1" ,,,(0,·,.°, ' '' ,'':':::'' . '' • :,', ,'I' ,,- ', ' " ' ' 

: tbe"t~ap'(if\ j, · ,: ~~ •. .th~I!" ;i~.:Wn, ~,,~qipation ,'s1\ould arrive, 
.. , ,1j~:" " ",/t,_,', : 4i~\: ,;":.,,, : , ,-\-, ~ ',_if' ")",'. . ',,',C,:, ':;:.I,t! :~:,_,:, .i', ,:,:~' " }"',~, ',':,::'- :,' ,:':"1: '~':'~:~''-~ ::'''',: 'i.'>_':., ':,:', ,.;:\."; -','-",: ' ,'::~','" t l,::'~\ " :,~",f? ' ~;~ ":_':':.:, ", :~' '.\' ':, ",' '; '::" .,'," " ,:: ';, '_,' " ." . .' :.::" ,:'" ,_,' ",.,' , ',', .' ,,' ,',.' " ' , ,c.,:: .. :,' 

< '~iicl~:' . ' ct j':~~·y6':~~.~(6ftheii· ·ma&terson theble~~ 
:.0'· ·"-is·> cS.£l ), ·v,··;an:)t;.,;:MJi,:(j;~'f;t"il?i.; ,6 ... ..l/?;he): .. ~·lin··QlIcnafile ·.n'l'btb't~40 ., ,~, ,'\N,;;.... , ~~"""' ..... ,"',.~'''. ~~~''~'J!I:.'''~~: .. Q\"M, ,_._",)~,'''''. ,,~ ... ',' --.,' ,)""A',_" .,~,:".W::':' , 
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man, they were encouraged to hope could not be rerv 
distant. 

In this state of things the British flc€'t appeared before the 
bay. The governor called an,f!extraordinury council to de­
liberate upon tbesteps t() be takt~n in this critical junctnre. 
Some were 'inclittedtothl'ow the settlement under the protec­
tion of the 13.titishflag, but the governor and the greater num­

be~~.influenced, and perhaps jnt.imi<J.~li~ed, h.Y the. citizens, 
listelled· to the absurd proposals of l'csi.s'ling the English force 
and, if successful, as they doubted not tbey would he, of set­
ting up immediately a fl'coanel independent republic of tbcir 
own. They talked of the thousands and tell thousands of 
courageolls boors who,. on. the signal of alarm being given, 
would flock to the Batavilns.tatldard·; so ignorant were they 
of the nature and the numberoftheirval~ant cohntrymen. 'rhe 
burgitercat1uiry, a. militia of country boors, Who were then ill 
the: vicinity of tbetown, '''ere immediately called out, and a 
fcwhundl'cdsreluctantly obeyed the summons ... 'fhe,~on­
duet and tbecowardice of this undisciplinea·rab.bl~,. whose 
martial spirilhad··hitherto been tried~91y in"th~ireipeditions 
against the nativ~ Hottentots,nlightf~l\SH.r·\have been fore­
seen.A few shotfrumtheAtri,~~if?asbipofwar, striking.th~ 
ro.ck1F()f~~u~enberg,~ooncle~re(}tllatimportantp~.ss'i~~~. 
ca\lsridt~et~gular··.tt09~s .to .••. ·retreat. toYl{ynberg;,.wbi~hl$·\a •• 
to~g'9·~'o(.lall~'pr()je(:tlvg fro:m the east si~:~·~(,~~~:'fa~l.,.e 

. \/;-;,.",0,,: _;"_,_':--",":,',' ," _.0'::',',"" -,:.'. _ -__ ,"",""<,":',,>,,~"",'_':",'.':, :":,,~ ',',.:',' 

MQQnt~inra.n~ ,<ttbp~t ·ei,ht:mi1es .fl'Om.Q~l~~;rtO!\fn" .f. · ~~~:"~~~~ 
tent()~.'a~r~~<f)tilr .loitered '.a~Qut· the·· rQc~s'~.tl;~<~i~a' . ·· , ... ' ..•. '. '<>' ~\·s-
chief .. but;,."beHig ·.spee.djly,,:di~lo~ged)\\{~l~ , i~~~~;{;.;.".~:,.', .. /i};:~~lPOll 
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"rynbcrg; after which thc brarc burgher cavalry scampered 
away to their respective hu·mes without. once stopping to look 
behind them. 

'fhc British troops~ led on by Gcneral Sir James Craig, 
lmder the orders of Sir Alured Clarke, marched to attack tlw 
enemy on their elevated post; and having, by the assistance 
of the sailors, brought his guns and artillery to bear UpOl1 

them, a few shot caused them to retreat within their lines. 
'rhe English encamped on the spot from which they had 
dislodged the enemy; who, finding it in vain any longer tu 
oppose a feeble resistance,sent, dn the mid<lle of the night, 
a flag of truce to propose a capitulation, which was acceded 
to an'd, the next day, concluded between the two parties. 
l\:1ost' of the members .of the government that were well 
disposed to the Prince of Oral1gt~, and had conducted them­
selve!:i. witbpropricty,were con tinned iu office; and thus the 
phinsof the JacobinnartywcI;e, foJ' the present, completely 
defeateg. 

When the ll~~sof this .·m·~tlt\, firstrellclm(lEnglalld, the 

ae~uisiti!911?f •. fijJ· ••• valuable .• a settl~lllent .. \Vasc()nsid~red of the 
U~l,~()s~ 'it1l·~bttanc~t().the. British~Plpi(e;.4ndparticula rl y to 
the~8.s~ 'I~~i~:.'~IIi~a~y, asQ~i~lg:.~h~grand out-work and 

a· ... e'~1l1pl~t~.:·:"~'~~~:i,·t9">frriF ••. ;·~11.s~.;.~s.essions '. in India. So 
f{j~" ;*:;.,i.~:·;';,!'~3)~ "" ' ;' ·~I;:, !~i'~~,.~!':~;;~~P~7SS7d with an opinionef 
.£hc', " ···fat,~ciij".~~!:1;?~!91.~JO .the nation .at].a~~ 

,~~p~,, !j~., ..... . · :~p!que8tion\V:~,$'i!j~~ 
··'~4j~'!.~"I·p~i$~~s .•. cntru~t~4::~~t~ 
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tbemanaO'cmcnt of thc first politicafand commercial intCI'Cst5 o 

of the empire-- Under what tenl1re it should be held i 
'Vhcther the Cape should be considered as a foreign depel!''' 
dcnr.y of the crown, and subject to the same regulations as aU 
the other colonies are; or, as.:1 post to be .. annexed to the 
possessions which are under the 'administration of the East 
India Company? Those who held the latter opinion as a mat­
ter ofrightql1oted the charter granted by Queen Elizabeth, by 
which tbe Company arc allowed the privilege of a free and 
soletrade into the countries of Asia, Afrk~a, and Amcric3, 

or any of them beyond the Cape QfBmma EsperalJza, to the 
Streights of :Magellan.Th'o~e~ who were incl~ned to think 
that the charters of t.he East JndiH. Company gave them no 
claim to tlle Capc,broijght forward the charter they received 
from Charles the Second, in \vhich no mention whatever is 
made of Africa. 

While these qtlestionS\vere iIlagitatioll, two general plans 
floated in the. lllilldof Mr. ~undas (nowLor~:t\~e~YiUc); 

. both of which wercsQconceivcd as to 9t)l!lbin~tbe'.iI)terests 
'of the pub'iewith those of t.h~EastlJldiaCompan.Y. One 
~qftheseplans s\1pposedtheq~pe .. tobqJlf()reign .depcndency 
oftheCro\Vl1, anditldtlded.\s~~lt.ptovisi()lls .and. J'eg{~la,tions 
~s.w:ere com pati ble~vith .• t.1lc·.<itJt(}(estsarid thecbatt~~¢a:" :F. 
".l1eg.~ of the Enstl,n(liii'qompany: the.()tlter .. ip~e~te&tl~e 
tetrit?rial p~ssf~ssi01~;,illth~. ]j~a~ India .• f~'p~~r~'.'\~.~;~,~~" 
posed ··spcb regulah9flSiuswere caJc.oia~~(j,;,~~r··rc~~~~t':~e 
general ·commercial~ro~,p~'·ity· .•. of .i~I,~e~tJ,~i~~'., · .:~ .••........... ::' ,'F: ",fjd, 
in the m~ll·· timef .. u~;til'.o'neQl' .a~her.~;}il~~; ~g~fr "::'~ .. ~abe 
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adopted, the settlement was to be considered as dependent 
on the Crown, and to he administered by the executive power, 
us constitutionally responsible to Parliament. 

Every precaution was also taken that the rights andprivi­
leges of the East India Company should sutler no infringe­
mcnt. 'rhe exclusive advantage of' supplying the Cape with 
India and China goods was immediately and unconditionally 
granted to the.rn. And the regulations adopted in conse·· 
quence by the Earl of Macartney, and the vigilance that 
was constantly employed under his government, pl'eveuted 
and defeated every attempt to undermine their interests, and 
were productive of a source ~of considerable pro·fit to the 
Company. 

!twas, in fact, . the well known integrity of his Lordship's 
character. and the able and decided measures employed by 
him, on. various t~yrtl~occasions, .. for promoting ·and com bin­
ing the lntel'el)tsoftll~E4~t.Indi~ COflJpanywiththe honor 
of the Crown,.andthe cOlu,IJlerCialpro$perity of the13ritish 
empire, that determined theministerinhis ci)oiceofhtJII as 
~ovf?rn~r.~ol· •••• tl1~important .. acqujsitiOtl.:~n(l.his L~dshjp 

, .. w~~,~~~~r4ip,1j'.uolninatcd, withQtlt··· •. his kllowJedge, whilst 
a~~{lt.l.}n;p,t:t~l~'s.~~ipt} ... in Italy. 

."'.I''''~'''''.'IlI·''''. ~itherby h, 
tW::;.tnef imilbti~~:, "1~""~.·"'UP· , .... ,.......... WOll1p~: 

:."., ",: ';':" ':':"'~ ~'_',:~,1."?t_ 
4?_j~Jja~;t._ t>erp~tIJ:I'.1 •• ~ •.• ·V.~(j ;~.~~ 

_flQ;'Sr:Q.i~O.:"ijl.r .• w~it]~· l,iJ)jMthti~~n~ 
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and. in framing such regulatiopsas appeared to . be best cal·, 
cuhlted tc)r promotingtbepro,sperity of the co)on,y,, ; securing 
,die interests of the East IndiaCompany,an'd exteriding the 
commerce and naYigati9u of BrItain. Its importance, ill 
lilCt, was deemed of such magnitpde,. that it was a resoIutioll 
of the millistet' froni whichhene\1er meant to recf'de, "Tlult 
" no forei,gnpo'Wcr, <directJy or indirectly, slJOuJd obtain pos­
" seSSi()110(tile .Cape of Good Hope, for, that it was the 
" l>ltysical g'tlQ1'6Ilteeof the British terl'itOt'ies in India." Its 
political importance, indeed, c01.l1d bcdoll.bted . by llon.e.; . its 
commercia) advantages were beHeved hy all. 

Yet, after every prccautiori that had been employ~d for 
securing the prjvileges,i1l~c~sjng ~hecon\'t'l\iency,. ancipro­
mating the interests,., of the . East IndiaCompanyj'n this 
settlcment, it. was but tooappa.re.nt that :aninclination pl'C­
vailedin some of the . Directors ' to disparage or undervalue it. 
What 'theirmotiyeS~llay have been, I do . riot prete1'ldto de~ 
termloe;llor will.'I .·s1.1ppo$e that alJody of .. lllell; ~,~bQhave 
alwaysbeenrerilark~bJe for actjng :ul?OB; ,Oie:' b~&a~lb~~js of 

D[ttiopal prosperitJ"~ould,jn . t~e,,pr~n;til1st~ncc, · s() far dei.! 
" 'il1t.¢ ~fi'om their •. lsllar ,lin'eof· ..•. C,()~l~U~f, > ,,_fi : t~ i l;>end to the in­
f1uence of any little .i~.~lousy ,abo~tJ)~trollage otprcrogat,ve" 

· Wh('!.~l , •• the welfa .. e '.?f'- ;H~e .· ' ·. pull~~C ','Vf)5 · s.o . nearJy . co;~lcerl'le~) 

... ::~~~~~~tJ~if~E:S:)I;I!'-ii.i~ 
. stal}ee·\tliat .t .Qul.d.··J1In.e,· •. ()perat~d .. ,s6.' .• 3$ .. t.~.·:. ph)atlC¥::~~~C~~ .• 
able grou~dsf()r~ .'ella~g~ . in the 'Opfil~~, ::';!~ei~~tWg~J-r~l~i~i;: ~f 
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the East India Company, in the courseoftbelast twenty 
years, with regard~o the value of the Cape of Good Hope: 
many have occurred to enhance its importance. 

'rhat. they did consider it of the utmost consequence, to .. 
wards the end of ,tbe American war, is sufficiently evident 
from the condllctthey adopted at that time. The moment 
that a Dutch war was .found to . be inevitable, towards the 
close of the yea.r: .1780, Lord' North, wbosescJltiments on this 
point were in perfect agreement with those of the Dit'ectofS, 
lost no time, in cOlllmunicati~g to the secret committee of the 
East JndiaCo~p~ny thc.infol'tnation of it; in order •• that 
they mIght take or suggest such measures, without delay, a8 

the event might render most conduciv.e to their interests. 
The chairman and deputy chairman, who, if I mistake, not, 
at that time, .were M r, Devaynes and Mr', Sullivan, lost not 
a moment in'consul.tingwith such of tlleir officers as happened 
to be then .inLondon'i.8l1d were supposed to be qualified to 
gi\'e good information. 'Tbel'ssultpf'lheir'deIiherations. w~.s.a 
proposal, iIl.tbe eventof:aDut<i~",ar,to ·.·.t~kep08sessiol10f 
the Capeof..G.oqdHopeta/iameasure of.theutJ\l()stimpott-
'an~e t<>J~~ ,East .• 1u4ia ·Company'si~oncerns.; 'and 4\$' this 
ProPOAAl.~,t< •. ~1le/,~~nCtll'renCe of·· ..• the.: •. ~~nis.ter~ .... a .• sq uadron was 
,ilJiJlledi~t~,.,;~~t9bedunderthe cpmmand.pfQol1lmodore 
"Job,p~tl · ·· " ······'~j~'tA~r1,illtldf!r.his.·cOnyoytheit()utward-bound 

,,\.,,'., , _,,:~\_:: ! ,O:'<'. :":;;' : :':,::~iJfl~i:"·''': ·_''~ :: ',''_ . .:,:: \ ',,;''';{' ~'/':'''' _."'::.".;.,', .,'" , ",' :' •. ,_ .","",. ,:: _ _' ,',' 

'.~~f~ ". ":;· .. '. .·.~~1tcl~ •..•.. ~qi'~.~~f~b.lifle~lS.,iq;pC)rta.Praya .Ba~, •. 
:ti~.~~·'.· '-), \1~~: <"·i:~~';~'*l.rtli·~~~Plpef()ugbtan jn~~': 
:Ci.~v; .. '. . . ". \: · ;tbj··p&;Da~;.'*;&·reachthe cit\':'·: 
'h;'·~l}~\!:./, ;'c " ,~".,;,<;.· . i" " \1 .....• . •...• ... .•... ..•. . .•. ' ..••• ....,~ 
(.~,O:ooa", ··.fui~,.Ji!}J~" .:'ijlt~of,se¢urilvd\.t:. 
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theAfimmodore did not think it pt~dent to' make the attack, 
)-6t contented himself ,witb the capture of a fewputch India­
men in Salda~hallay ; whilst the French Admiral,haYlng 
refitted : aD(l .rcfre8bf}tlbi~' ~q#.ad,'~n,tltthe_ Cape, proccf!ded . to 
Mauritiu'~,an~ ::ftom ,~hence td thelndian Seas with-his ships 
and . m~n~'jn.ft.~~ : ·higll~~t' order ; a circtimstan ce tila t was at­
tellc;t~<l .\rith ·n{)$m~:ldegree .of detriulcntand annoyance to 
thetr~g~a.nd >possessions of the East India Company, as 
w~»)is 'ofcxp~nce . and . inconvenience to the Crown. For the 
Jaihlre~ in the grand o~ject of t9isexpedition, not only gave 
the enemy the vast advantage of landingalld refreshing their 
seamen and ti'OOP$~ who were sOQntecrQ~ted by t!lf~ invigorat;.. 
ing effects · of a tetnperate climate'· and abundance of fresh 
provisions, fruits. ~and vl.i~etables; but.It like~ise eml.bled him' 
to >keep afleetalmqst , ~9nstantly at sea, by tbeprovisioQs 
arid naval stQres itrec~ved from the C;;tpe through Mauriti~ 
hyagents residing attbe fOJ'mel'place. Their own islandsll 
Mauritiusan4 Bourbon furnish no sllch supply,theirprod~­
tions not"beiug adequate to theconsumptipno(,tbeinliaQi4ntS . 

:.--- - . - . ;,- .. , .. ' ... .. '. ',' , . - . . ," 

and theganisons. 
' . - " .- .' , " 

·The French, hi fa~t, .:,llay~; aI~~t~:·:~~9~t~ived to l'efitaf3 
'provision . theirships,alldto , seoa"th~ir .·. a1"ll)alllcnts supplied 

'Wi~' atorE'S.to< thelpdiaqSeas{rotl1 the . Capeof~ejp~la:()p~~ 
, :a~, itDot,bet}~ .. f()r ' ,~be , ~upplies . furnished. .Jt~Ul , ~9i~.:;~e~~~ 
. merit,: ' .toget~er wi\~h, Jhe -possession of . tbcAArb<tn,r '(,i :~~. 

:~1~1j;~tJa)J~~;it;;~:~~~.~ 
the ,tnalinerbe~U<J~. 
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It was not, indeed, without a ,fuUconvictiQu .of its great 
utility to EngJand, as well as of encumbrance to . tb~.Dutch, 
by the .enormous expence it occasioned,. that l\{t.~I?undas 
was induced" in the consideratioll~onthe treatyl)~tyv.e'en 
Great Britain and Holland, transmitted to the Britisba'ffibas~ 

.. . . . ' .. ,i,. ' •. 

sadorat the Hague in 1787, to propose to them the o':ceasion 
of certain stations· in India, which were to themoflittk 
weight, eith<'trin apolitical Q1' commercial point .of view. 
The reasoning employed on thi~ occasion was," . That the ' 
" Cape was invaluable in the bands of a Olal'itimepow~r, be­
" ingre~Jlyand truJ.rthekey to India, which no bOIS~ilefieet 
" could pass .or repass,. as the lcngthof the previQusvQyage, 
"eitherfrom India or. Europe, must have disabledsucll :a 
"fleet,~n a certain degree, before it could reach the Cape­
"tliafitwas theillterest of ;aollanditself that the Cape and 
" .. 'rrinc()tn,~let}~hould • belong to. Great'Britaiu; , because HoI .. 
", 'JaA.:I " I.t1.~.~' ~j~~~,b~tbe. alJy, ofBritainor of France in 
" Jridia;#~a)~~l1$~"~t~tBrittUnonJycall .be .. an usef~l 
~' •..•. ally of HoUand ,i'ntbe~~s~t'l~ttlltr']}l1tcb Were~Qt.ble 
"ito ... pro~,~F, •• · .• tlj~~r ... sett1en~~~~s :;jiJ~itllatq u~r~r, ' alld;~~)tajn 
~ •••• ,.funi',celll~~~~t •••... t() • theil' ..•.• p,r~teC~Clo __ that~~~ ,pap~ , ,'and 
~." T~~al~:,· •. ~~~?~ot •• c.omme.feit)l •. · •• ~tablis~m~.·· .• :.at)d·.that 
~~:":~~~J.'~'i~~~,~~: ,:p~.:t~em'V'~);,~~r!:~~~~, ~~~:.~lpensive 
(,~' .• ,,~~.; ...•. ·t~~r::q~'i,"~~~,t.',tl.at;,t~';:,,~r~~l;<~~'tl~~~<.':'t()i.:.t>~o~ect the 
~f)" "'," ' ,i~b~'!'(l,.t~f\\:.~'4~ttljec::qfafenceof the 
,cr. .~lii':i~j,:~.;tdl"m.it~~~ ,) '. . 
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ha~ea choice of their own . . In his]etter. to Mr •.. Dundas. 
q~~d October 1797, bf)ob~erves,".Thep9werand infl uenee 
f' . of Holland ap.pearto nlt} so irretrievable, that it is impos­
" sible sbe cane.\ttragain.bold an independent possession of 
c, the Cape ..... I~de,e~,~ef()~e tfic.·war, •.. she •. was neither rich 
It, enougb.'t(); ,qlai,tlt,e,ln itsestabusbments, .. uor. strong enough 
" .to~o~i~~ople,.and, J believe, had it not been for our 
"co~Cluest"f;th~ 'country, it would soon have attempted to 
"~tnei~dependent..As Holland islikeJy to be .in future 
"les8pC)~erful at home, and cOllsequently less respectable 
"···abroad, and as . the Cap~ would be abuTthen to her, not 
" easy to bear, itwouId not be against her interest. to,,:. ave it 
" in our hands, .. Jorjnsucbeaseshemigbt derive, wi · ; ]~QY 
" expe~e, .alltheadvantl~es ofitsor.igi~al inttmtix ._ .. ;~hic~ .. 
" was that .ofa:~l~()frefllesbment for b~r codhnel'ceto 
" the.;.e~tward;~1l4 ' 't~ere~re . other ·circumst·anceswhich, 
"~~.6qenowJ~· ••. asitpationdispassionateJyto. consider, ...•. I 
" haver~~soJltoiqlagine,would Jead her.to adopt~hiss,ell .. , 
.' tim~nt·i,'th.~ .. trench .. ('!ho"t() . . l~Jl"'·· 
~'g.\la.ge of tr.ut~,attd~xperiefi(!e, . of 
" ·pre.tended ·t:(lSnll()Jl~ht¢Si,'.;re,i~tl.~.;le%t~~.t;.U'I"'''''''' 

'.·· •• 0.'-'4.0. ies) .•... can ouly,. 



. . ~ 

S OUTHE RN . .AFRICA.. 

," syst.em, and adopt such measures as wiIl$but them out of 
" Indiaentirelyt'and render the possession ~f the Cape an{l 
" of the isles -of France and Bourbon of as little use to them 
" as pO$sible:~ 

Whatever might have been the feelings of the Dutch with 
regard to the Cape, under the old gpvernment, I bavehigh 
authority in saying that Holland neve .. did expect, and j(~­
deed bad scarcely a wishfOJ;,tncrestorationofthis colony at 
a peace; well knowing that,'~~~y'~oult1ibe allowed by the 
English to 'enjoy tbe ad va,ntages.' of~reftesbi~g 'an4prpvision­
ing,tbeirsbips~' with6u t .thecxpence oflllaintaining:tt. In 
fact they are utterly unable ,.to'support agarrispn sufficient 
for itsdefencc'; alld so conscious were'they of it that a pro .. 
position was made, on the part of Scbhnmelpenninck, to 
declare the .C~pea.free . port,to~pJaccd i~q,deratly flag 
ex~pttb~ir/()~~l./ Btl!tbe " onLl "'Mwertbat;~fIolland pos­
seils~~in framing!:... "of··... .'. • •.. ,' :,1Vas.;~ere na~e ; 
and allthe territ~ries .•.......•.... ,.. . restore · the~ata .. 

blic;w~re virtu~Uy . .9.ptyof 
le .··~,uf)lerlC)r tueirsettIe-

com­

:'\Vhich, with 
~,ti!OOj~~·>;~tilve iDlrooeei1lett for the de. 

these thea 
. rdenwbicb' 

.' ... .. ........ . ' •• ' .. }"/ .... .':.i 
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I have stated thus much with regardio the opinions that 
11ave hitherto been hcldof t'he.illlportance. of .tbe Cape of 
Good Hope to the British trade 'and settlements in India, at 
a time when we were made to feel the inconvenience of its 
being in the possei~i<>llofan enemy, or even of a neutral 
power, .. he'ca.nseavery~ensible .change of opinion appears to 
bave~~nplace fr0tnthevery nloment it became .ade­
pendel.ty.'oiftheBritish Crown. For it is very certain that 
the:pJtCctorsoftheEast India Company did not only assume 
an'l\ffccted indifference, . with regard t~. this settlement, but 
ernpJoyed agents to' depreciate its value in the House of' 
Commons, .. and en~eavQured to discourage the retention of it 
in the most effectui\l manner thcypossihlycould bavethought 
of, by shewing. 'and. Pf9~ingt() tll~.wotl9, .• ·.a$tbey,itna.giped 
they .. had~9\l~(t~~~ t¥~,~ss~sion of t~~~~apewa~·?~llQ u,'i 
wha~oe\'er .·,iQ,,' titelreOQlme,rce, . or thelfconcerns· mlndla: 

"',,' .. ~i'< i,,'~, ... ,>," ,',:' , ,',: ' ,"':",',::. , ~ ,,': "", '_,_ "" ,-. .,,'. ,: " ' ,:' " , . 
Witb , tbi~\l.ie~tbecomm~n~ersnf all tbe ships in theirelD-
ploy 've~,r.id~e1l; intbewost positiveterms,t?,t~~9,at 
the Cap~~~~tbe~"in ..•••• t~~ir .• outward •• ,or •.....•. t~~!~J:~,r~~~·~~~~ib~und 
passage, cx¢eptsuch"op~het~t~;~R~~.~~~ere'~estmed 
to supplyt.he~ettlemelltw~~hl~llia.., 'gO,~~ 

defeated itselt: 
Cfn~~·tutron· '~Engli$h,~~en; 
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in time ofwar~ constitute frequently more than two-thirds of 
the crew. These., po Of creatures, whose cbief sustenance is 
rice, oil, al1dv~getables, are ill calculated to suffel',a 10ng 
pri~ation()f their \tsual diet, and still Jess so to bear tb~qold 
of the $outberuocean, especially in the winter seasoll·. ' /By 
tllem the Cape was Jooked up to as a half-way house, where 
a stock of fresh.sllpplies was to be had, and where the d¢lay 
of a felV days ha.dt;twonderful effect in recruiting theirhealtb 
and spirits~ 'A.Jldth~ evcntvery, SOOl~ shewed that sllch a half­
way house,tp"such,people, w~si~4ispensablyriecessal'y; for the 
Directors were obliged to ,co~.~}.~~rmall~their Qrder as far as it 
reg~rded th(Jse$~ips tb~t'W~r~'<p~'·igat~9 'by the black natives 
of India. 

When~verjtl1~S"bappeIl~d that ••.• govemment "Was under the' 
necessity()f;s~Pcli~gouttl'oop~in ships.·navigated by Lascars, 

: a.gr~~~r. ,.~~g~ .. B~sic~~essandlll()rtalityhas prevailed than 
in sbi~e1l~iJ'el'y"IIt~~~~~d, ,~~ , ~~r()~eans; and under such cir­
CUlIlstance~ ~it . wobld' ,~.e;1\i8~Jy~timil1al,toattempt to run 

. . , . . India witb.R~t·st~p:pi'ngat 'S(nllC interrnediate 

·· .. ,.¥b~ .•...•.. ~r9()ps' • •• 8;n d 
!Ut!Ul~'~\>\';i. .. •• "' •. ' 'U'''''''~'''. , .ln~~(l~rtopre­

' r¢Jg:Ul16tltS •. as they 
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lieved not an officer nor a man could possibly have survived 
the voyage to India.. Yet the same ships, after being pro­
perly washed, scoured, und fumigated, and the, crews com- .' 

r pletely refreshed, carried on other troops to their destination 
without the loss of a single man. 

How far the conduct of the Dir~ctors was, compatible with 
the interests of the East India Proprietors, who have con-;­
signed them to their management, I shall endeavour to point 
out in the subsequent pages, and to state some of those ad­
ltantages that would bave resulted to the British nation in 
general, and to the East India Company in par~icular, by 
annexing the Cape to the foreign possessions of England; 

r and the serious cODSeque~pes that must infallibly ensue from 
r its being in the possession of an enemy. Opinions On this 

subject, it would seem, are widely different; on which ac­
collnt a fair and impartial statement of such circumstances as 
may tend to elucidate a doubtful point, may not be deemed 
impertinent, and may ultimately be productive of good, by 
assisting those, to whose care the best interests of the conntry 
are cO~JIlittedt to form their judgment on facts locany col- I 

lected, and brought in some order together under one point 
of view. ' It is not unimportant to p,remisethat such facts 
were eit1Jer taken from authentic, and official docwnents, or 
fell immediately under my own observation. 



·. { 

SOUTHERN AVl.fCA. 

meat, but to extend the acceptation of the word to tbat of a . 
military dep6t, or place suitable for ool1eeting and fonning, 
so as always to have in readiness, a body o( troopl, either 
~Jonging to his Majesty's regular regilDents, or to the ana~ . 
of-the East India ComPfny, fitted and prepared for foreip 
service, and seasoned for the clima.tes either ef the East or 
the 'Vest Indies. 

A very ge~l notion seems to ha",e beet, entertained in 
this country in all our former ",'ars, by people who consider 
only the outlines or 'Superficies of things, and such, by the 
way, constitute by far tue largeR. ~rtion. Ofmankiod, tbat if 
the minister can contrive to furnish money, the money will 
8Upp]y men, and these men will fOI1D an anny. It is true 
they will so; just as a collection of oak tim&er brought to 

a doek-J'&l'd "ill fpnn a ship. But a great deal of labor is 
~ in the seasOning, hewing, arld shaping of such tim .. 
ber, aDd a p* deal of jud~t and practice still required 

• to arrange and adapt the aeteral ~ to each other, so that 
they may act in concert together, -ani forin a com I'lefe whol~ 
that sbaIl be eapabte of perfor. ,J the effects tba~ were . 

be pnKt~. TirQs It it als9 in the formation of 
'''IY .. '=7._."..... to ~ ~ther a bod,. of men 

haods. ~y must ~ Classed and 
~ ....... _ .... :. __ t.ilJI'_~· to · a certain way OfUfe; ex .. 

_,, ___ t;:".<::JlOiIi-tiOIlS of Md.y, until ,;W..,.". theY, must 
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possible effect of aggregated strength. They m.ust also be 
taught to preserve their health and ~trength by babits of 
temperance and cleanliness. and to talte care of tKetnselves in 
the ,varions circumstances that may occur of situation and 
climate. 

• 
Such a bo~.Y of men, 'formed and preparedr may properly 

he called soldiers. And no small degree of attention aud 
~dPent is required , to bring a body of men to ,such a state 
of" discipline. Yet it is highly importa!lt that aU troops, in­
tended to be sent on foreign service, slwuld at least be partly 
formed, and instructed in the art of taking pro~r care of 
themselves, previous to their embarkation. Being ~ce ac­
customed to habits of cleyliness and regularity, they are less 
liable to faU ft sacrifice to the close conbement and want of 
room in a ship; and the incoDv~ieneiee ~ a lolg sea voyage. 
will -always be less f~lt by penons~tbn8 prepared than by dw 
undisciplined recruits, who are apt to be heedless, slovenly, 
and irregular. 
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practice before they will play with their usual freooom 
the chest. And these effects, adverse to promp~ A'1·~._""I 

getic .action, will · generally ' be proportioned to 
of the:> voyage, and the privations to which men 
8ariJy submit. • 

The vefy able and intelligent wdter ot' the Pt,ecis. 
mens militaires, or Epitome of military e'lJents, sceQl$ to 
the defeat of the Russian column, commanded 
Hermann, in the affair at Bergen . where it \vas 8.lllJaRt 

pieces, to their marching against the enemy a"LJ lIU"w,. 

landing from a sea-voyage, ulthougb it ____ ...... ,.., 
long. He observes that, "by being 
" transports,. and other inconveniencies ex 
" not only a. considerable number of indO 
" ened to such a degree that they are" . 
" ¥ice, but whole corps sometimes nT'f~!il.Al11' 

" vantages-the extreme inequality of SU"j!\Ra,... . in suc~ . 
. " cases, prevails between the individ parts 
" of corps, is, at once, destructi \'el' ~~~~_irrf~2:ated and 
" combined impulse .. " 
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'rives under incurable disease. . I think I have he.ard that 
no morc than three out of five are cakuJatcd upon as able 
to '.!nter the lisbon theirarrivaFin India; and that of those 

. who may chance to arrive in tolerable health, a great9 pro­
POl'tJ n may be expeded . thdiei~l the seasoning, from the 
ileuili ating '~ffccts of allot climate . . ' India i~, perhaps, the 
worst . l1ace 'ipihewhole , world for forming an European 
recnilt ',nto 8lso1dier. U nahle to bear the fatiguc of being 
exer~ise • llisspirits are moreover depressed by observing 
how littl exer~iQJ:l . men of the same rank and condition as 
hinlsclf a . acc'~~tomed . to make. ' It cannot, therefore, be 
denied tha, as 1011g as' it shall be found necessary to recruit 
our large a miesiri India with European troops; it would 
be a most esirable objfft ,. to be , in . possession of , some 

~iddle ~tatio~ to ' breakth~ l~ngtl~of the . ~ea~voyage; a st~­
bon whtch a~ the, s~me tlmeen]oys a mIddle temperature 
of climate, betoonlhe extremes of heat and cold, to season 
tl1e body andapt. it to sustain an increased quantity ,of the 

one ort-beother 

The Cape of 'flood Ilppe ~min~ntty ' p()illtSo.ut' such a 
\ ... .. . .... ' ", ' .' : . '··.·. ' ·1 . . ·.' 

stati~m. 'Its geo~ra.phical , posi.ti()n9~2.l~~.j glQbeis so com-
manding a feature,\thatthebateip~l'~ct:jqnof . a map"with. 
out , any ,other info~atioP(tl;t~~t .. /~~~pce __ .> ohtl'ude.its ,jm.~. 
paf~ance and val u~ ;~.~ ;~his · .r~p~~t/ ~ts ;d istlmcef~o~~the 
coast of Braz.il i& . th~·:· ·,::t)Y~Qf amo~th ; . frouid1.t ,Dutcb 
colouieli ·()f .. Su:tjilau.. " l?~tit~r~ra~ > &fbic~" .~ ~i : ~ii.q.~.bb'; 
wi tht1i~ .. West India .' isl~tld$; ' .• ~ix ·Weeks' ; ·thc.·satbe i;to't)j'ilnkl 

'. , , ~ ,-} . ~ ':, - ':'," " ", ': ::" .' :''- ': , ' ,:'- ,' ':~- ' _ :'<";_ ' .,'-: - , , :' , .. ~ ,,:'.,' ; . . ' " , .:0.; "/ " • / ~<.- ," : ;':.::" :\.: .-i' :;' ~" '. ~~/.<_ ,. :, 
Sea' and ' iwDlnon~bs '· t()~b~'icQa8t$ :bf ' M:.'labq;t " : j "oro-. ", ' . . ..... . , ';- ' < . ....' > " :,"i> " : " ,',." . ., , 
mandel.With~h~ , ":east '. a.nd,-' ~ll~: :"'~.~' '~d~~ . Q~;:~ , ',a~and · 
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the adjacent islands, it commands a ready corrullllUleatioIl at 

all season::; of the year. A place so situated, just half way 

between England and India, in a temperate and wholesome 
climate, and productive of refreshments of every description, 
would naturally be supposed to 110M out such irresistible ad­
vantages to the East India Company,. not only by its bappy 
position and local ascendancy, but also by the means it af:' 
fords of opeIling a. new market and intermediate depository 
for their tl'UdeallcicolllIllodities, tbat they would have beell 
glad to purchase, at any price, an acquisition of such im­
mense importance; and that such great advantages as it 
possessed, however they might be blinked by some or un ... 
known to others, would speedily· have forced ·ageneral con­
viction of their ,ralue, in spite of real ignorance or affected 
indifference. 

One might also have supposed that the possession of the 
Cape of.Opod Hope wou1dllavesuggested itself to the East 
India Company as . ~. pI~ct}whichwouldha;ve removed many, 
if not all, oftlie,difficult.ies.thatQccurred to them,on the 

renewal. of their pl'ivilegesin 1793, when. a dcp6t for their 
~c .. - •. ·." ._in Jlritninwasin cpntemplation. The principal re-

. • for~~lchdt!P9sitoryoftroors,as contained 
1"1.1i;~"~J·te.IJfte:w·· . •. ·,IUa'l1slor.~#itJhlndja{ were the fo1. 

· .• ·\)C;)·Ulf)41W·· s recruits should 
~en ,or'·t~i7·fU1It¥. o:t>.(~ea.nSje .. at this period 

w;Il~.rt!>Ujl.d:; to·.··.··atColrnIllOdatc itself 
~~\~~tl,i~~ij.;$)!o,t'. ell,mal:e""'..;uuu·:,tbe 

Q,Q,f:4t'fje;\.etuPOwerC:ld ..• to. trans(erio 
~,!;}~t~~ .4~!pe1t;ia.l~.,:;~\lpJ:t;p~Jn~ml.y:.I!l.~" .iij.~~gjen:t youths as might 
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" he found guilty of misdemeanors and irregularities ap­
" proaching to crimes-thatthe said Qfficers of police 3ndothers 
104 should be. authorized to engage destitute and helpless young 
'" uwu in a sCfvice,whcre they would have a comfortable sub­
" sistence,. 'und an ho~ourable e.rnployment-tbat the young 
" men so procured should bt' retained. in Great Britain, at the 
" dep6t:, for a certain time, in order to ~(be instructed ill such 
" branches of education as would qualify for the duty ofa non­
~, commissioned officer, and in those military exereises which 
" f(}rm them for immediate sCI'vice in the regiments in India." 

N'ow of all the places on the sprface of the globe, for the 
.. .. .. 

establishment of such a depot, the Cape of Good Hope is pre-
eminently distinguished.· In tl.~ first place, there would be 
no diffieulty in conveying them thither. At all seaso.ns of 
the year, tbe outward baundsbips of the COIllpany, prjvate 
traders, Pfwhalers, sail from England, and the more they 
were distribut~d among the ,ships the greater the probability 
WOQld be thatnollc of them died 011 the pasl;age. There..is 
not, perhaps, anyplace on the face of th~ earthwbichin 
every respect is so suitable as the Cape for formingtb,el'rt into 
soldiers, 1 tpossesses,among ·other .. good .·C}ualities, t~ree 
advantages that are invaluable~bealthiness of climate­
cheapneas . ot'etlbsist<mce-::-and.afavQurable situation ii1r 
speedtitlterco~r8ew,ith mos~parts of the wodd, and~ar­
ticularly with India.· Isha11make a fe\V .. remarks on each of 
these points; 

fro estahlish the fa<:tof the healthiness ofits~itnt{te~1 "~:9,itr 
(!onsider it as necessary~oproduce~opie$9f~h.el'egtl;.IAt.~~mS 
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of deaths in the several regIments that, for seven years, 1,ave 
been stationed at the Cape of Good .Hope. Such dry details 
furnish ,rery little of the useful and less of the agreeable. 
They might,illdced, serve to shew, on a comparison 'with 
other returns sent in from different foreign stations,ilow very 
trifling was the mortality of troops in this settlement. It .will 
be sufficient, however, for my purpose to observe, that Lord 
Macartney, in <order to save a vast and an unnecessnryex­
pence to the public, found it expedient to break up t.ile 

hospitalstaft~wbicb, in fact, was become perfectly useless, 
there being at that time no sick whatsoever in the general 
hospital, and so few as scarcely worth the noticing· in the 
regimental hospitals;· and the surgeons of the regiments ac­
knowledged that those few under their (,Alre were the victims 
of intemperance and irregularity. At this time the strength 
of tIle garrison consfsted of more than five. thousand men. 

Sbort1yafterthecaptul'C, it is true, a considerable sickness 
, prevailed amongtlleBriti$h,troops, and great numbers died, 
a circumstancetbat was noticed,.' and at the same tim~ fully 
explained"b~ General Sir James Craig in his letter to Mr. 
DundilStabou£tbreeUlonths .afte'r tbe cession <)f thecoJony . 

. H¢;· <:iQ~F~es·tht\tthesoldiers(}tthe ,Dutch .East India Corn­

pa"r'~)iJ ·;~~lige,d'tot'tl1'nisb.theirown.'l>«l(llng and blankets, 
as 'W¢11~"i'.Ii~i~Wj~~~~8arY~llrrison· alldcamp . furniture; so that, 
wben'~~;i~I' :~: . ::.tlY'iti'~ '.~be.eapitulatioQ •. not a single 
a~~cl~:"~~::~'\·i, ;. :: :\~~! [:QQl.tl~·'~Qlairned .. ·; afld as the 
,~~,,,~~· ••• a~· .. ~~·~~)~~~,t~t~~~~~~i,~9,';~:~',rU.}~~~;terialst.the mcll ..• . were 
,'p~~rged \~"l~p~ :tlJ~~t~~ ;,~g~s.~~.J)~s it} fhe .. great l>arrat1k~ 
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until a8upply of blankets and camp uten,U$ of every kind 
could be sent out fi1lID England. 

Invalids from Indiareeoverv'eryqttick'y at the Cape. 'The . 
scrrantsof the Eas,t ;In:dia C()mpany are anowed .00 proceed 
thus far on feavc()f abfet1ce wi~bout prejudiee to their rank; 
nnd here th('!ygenerallyexperience a specdyreoovery. The 
two Boy I'bgiments, whom I have alr~ady menti<med to have 
suffered severely on the]>Rssage from England in ships na\·i­
gated by I.lasGars~and who1anded in fact at the height of a 
malignant and contagious ,disease, '. rapid1y recovered; and, 

-in the course of t\VO years, f!'Om b~irig a parcel. 

boys, unable to carry theirmusquet~, u.:;'.;al:.lln::><.,",W~ 

regiments t fit for service ill any part of the world. 
orders, indeed, for ,tbe· finalevacuation of the Cape ,vere 
countennanded,,:theS4th regiment, , whi(~h two years Before 
hadexcite.d the pit:Y ofeveryon.e who sawtheru,enfeebled 
as they were by disease, and unfit, from their tencleryears, 
f()r the fatigues of".soldicrs, was now a very e.s~lltiatpart()f 
dw strength ofttle garrison.'," .' ' 

..... ;,.., 

It. may, thcrefore, .,.I 'tbit;tk,)d¢ :'satelY;collduded,. that. the 
. climate of the Capejs .~ototlJY <~1\)~ri()~s,but that it is ' p~'1~­

tictllarly favoul'abl~ ;JorfQrtnill:~ ' Y~~hgand raw recruits';lin~o , 
soldiers/ " .A.n~ itw:~ul4: · ~pl>t1.~1"~ .~pte()ver"thatttij(.~~~ry .·. 
effects .•.. {)f tll:is', cHmat,e: ~' a'l'~ ·.:n()t .Jnerely lQca~" ;':b.~t.,X~p~~ ,.theit~: 

.~~:=~~e~~'~;~~b;~\~,_ • . 
the rawrecrlli~ "~4',,t~~tl~aso~~ ' . a9l(lietijlfot::6tb~,, ;;~i~t¥iof : 

• .... , " "", ,,","1',,, ,', , ,' ',,' " ,'., .. , .... 'I, ' , I "~ ''' ''''.',, !~,'';:_\~',J''' "~ !,': ~''''(',~ ,' _ \! ; .':';: ':':\~'::' ;'' .:·\' .. j "',~:"'~::,~··~ .. H;; ;;~:'~ '.' . : · , ', ' :" ,' 
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India, and the still more t.rying situation of the ,·oyage thither. 
Thc constitution would seem to acquire, by a few years resi­

dence at the Cape, a strength and vigour which not only en­

l~ble it to surlllount the inconveniencies of the sea, but, 
contrary to what usually happens, to sustain the fatigue of 

long aud cOl1tinucd marc1les in a hot climate, immediately 

after disembarkation. 

The truth of this observation was made evident by a num­

ber of instances which occurred dllrillg the seven years that 
the Cape remained in our possession; but in none more 
strono-Iv than that, ill the go,'ernment of I.ol'd l\lac31't.nc)r, 

Ov 

when thl'ce almost complete J'cgiments of infantry, the 84th, 
t.he 86t.h, and the Scotch bdgadc, were embarked and sent 
ot1~ at a few days' notice, under thc command of l\lajor-Ge­
~neral Baird, to join the army of India against Tippoo Sultaun. 
This reinforcement, cOlls'isting of upwards of two thousand 
men in theirshoes~ arrived to a man, and in the highest state 
of health; took the fieldthe.day after their 1anding; marched 

into the ~{ysore country j . co-operated with the Indian army, 
and contributed very materially towards the conquest of 
Scringapatatn •. 'Ilhe very man (MajOl· .. Gel,lcral Baird), uutlet 

whosec()tnmandibey s~iled from theCapehtlt ~ few months 
bcfore,led,tbep1oQ.to sto,rm' this celebrated .. capital of the 

MySQ1·~.king4~~·;, 

On~/·'ru~~~~~i~v~·.i~ttpp()s~d •• itbat.U~e •..••. facility· and. success of 
tb .. owi.~gre(~f~~c~t;n~;t~.in~('.~ildla,\e,~plll pI jfied .. in . th is rc .. 

Ii,· .. •.• ••.. :. •.. • .• i """ " .:. ••.....••. ••.• ...•. .' " '. ..••.. 

:llntl'~ab~eil)s,taHc~,,' ur4~1~:.J"1~~~'i:~tal~~eclQJl tbe. min d sot til e 
. Di)~ctoi'$·'bfijle .•.•. T~stln(liA.·~o~pat;l.y J\~ indelihle valu€on 
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t he Cape, "B'y possessing and impl'O"lllgthe nilrantages or 
H seasonillg and preparing our troops at the Cape," obscr\'c~ 

I~()r<l Macartney in 11is letter to Lord l\lclvillc Oil the import .. 
ance of the settlement, uatcd April thl~ 25th, 1801, " I had 
H it in my power, almost at a mOlllcht's notice, to send to 
" :Madras, uncler the command of · l\lajOl'~Gcneral Baird,. 
" about two thousandetfccti\re men ill the highest health, 

" vigor, and discipline, who cmiiwlltly contributed to the 
4' capture of Sel'ingapatam, and the t()tal~\rbvcrsion of the 
" power of TipflOo .... 

It aid not secm,bDlNwer. to 11aVl~ maeJe a-ny sud~ impressiolt 
on the East I ndiaCompany; at Jeast their conduct afut opinions 
did not indicule any clu,:(lge inconsequence of it. Nor cou1d 
tllt~'ir inflexible indifference be roused by the :multiplied iu­
stances which occurred of the solidadl"antages. c\'cry one of 
'which clearly demonstrated the importance, of having a suitable 
station for the seasoning and training of young tPoopsto act~ 
on any emergency and at a short notice, in tbeir service, and 
for the protection of their \tast posseSsions in India~ Had not 
the very striking instanceabovc ,l'ccited.bcCmoonsidered as 
sufficient to stamp the \'alueoftbe .Cape~ tIle reinforcement 
of troops tbat .\-vassentfrom .theJlc(.c, 'toaccompanythe ex­
peditionof Sir llOll.le I>opharn tQ thc ·Rcd Sea, it migbtbe 
supposed, would have.forccdconvlCtioll of the ilnportll"ce of 
sutb.·astation .. ·On this occasion wel'~ emba,,~ed; i.at :.llt\()st 
a momerlt)5warning, tweh'~lHmdred ('fiec.tiv:ell~~'m, , 'Cf1)'~P08~d 
of detachments 'OfartiUery,cavafry , .and· il>filritri;·::~W~ :$)j 
arrived to a Ulan, atCossir, np9ft,irl'the. It~d ~I,' :~,, ', fr()lll 

. whence tb~y were foundS9publc :9f, illlnrcd~,~~~#; ~~i{1j:ng 
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long and fatiguing marches, notwithstanding the heat of tht 

climate, the heaviness of the ground, and the scarcity 0 : 

water. The 61st Regiment, Sir Robert Wilson observes 
landed at Cossir after having been \1.car s.\xteen weeks or, 
board, without having one sick mall, though the strength 01 

the regiment exceeded nine hundred men . 

A thousand difficuJties, ~t appears, Wf'l'C started in Eng;-· 
land with regard to the sailing of thisexpediti?n, by peoplt 
who derive theil' information only from defective books, and 
not from local knowledge. The 'season o(the lV[onsoon wa!) 
stated to be unfavorable f(l )" the .navigation of the Red S~a, 
and the deserts by which it was bordered wert.~ IJCld to be 
totally impassable. But to vigorous and determined minds 
few things are insurmountable, "'rhe man (Lord Melville) 
" who projectcd,and persevered in, the expeditioll to Egypt," 
s~wvery dearly . tbat the expedition to the Red Sea. could 
{lot fail undcrprop~rcautionalldmanagemcnt, and the event 
proved that he was rJght~ ' .. 

Having thu$sutllciently sbewn, as I concei\'c, the import-
2nc~of thcCapeas a. military station, 01' depositary of troops, 
as fatlJ,S .re:gardsitbehealthiness of the climate, and the effects 
produc~cl ;cnt¥ '<:opstitution of soldiers, by being seasoned 
andex~l'ei~,:;~;· ~~rttilJJethe.re,l :sballnow 'proceed to state 
the.<?0Ul~~~~f,~i;:~ri'~~1/;~~i?e11~ea.t.whicb tbe soldier can be 
.s.u~~i~t~ ~tl ' ~~;i.~:,:~~~~~;~P~1 ~l~saYiDg ·tllat . mllst 'necessariJ:t · 
ens'e . bQfbJ.6 'GQ,·~iijj¢nt ~i1ddiC· East ··l .nd'ia Com ~.v, by 
JeQ4w~ .· ~r ' ~e.c~its .·.··.·fp ! 1·6~!.cllP~to.· •. :be,. trained tor •. • ervice 
d'tller,'i~ ;'ihe. ·Ea$t ',.,dled WestJndie$~ "( Arid .. as some ' 'of bis 
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1\?Iajcsty's late ministers, in discussing its merits ClU the question 
of' the peace of A miens, justified the surrender on the ground of 
its being an expensi\'e settlement, I shall be mort' particular o~ 
this head, in order to prove to them, what indeed I imagine 
they are now suff}CientJv convinced of, how much they had . ~ 

mistaken thesllhjcct: and that the cant of economy was hut 
a poor justification fbr the sacrifice of a place of such im­
portance. 

The Cape of Good Hope is the only military station that 

we ever possessed, and perhaps the only garrison t,h~t existst 

where the soldier can be subsisted for the su.m ;obf llloney 
which is deducted out of his pay in <:ollsi<ieration of his being 
furnished with a daily:lration or fixed proportinn of victuals. 
In other places, government, by feeding the soldier in this 
manner, sustain$ a very considerable loss; tlmt is to say, the 
ration costs more money than that which is deducted from 
his pay; butit is' a necessary loss, as the soldier could not 
possihly subsist himself out of his pay in any part of the 
world, unless in those places whcreprovisioIlS arc as cheap as 
at the Cape of Good Hope. Here each ' ration costs the go..; 

;vernment somcthing less than sixpencc, which was the amount 
of the tstoppage deducted in lieu of it. 11ut each individual 
!oldier 'could not have supplied his own ration for eiglitpcnce 
or nincpenre at the H;ry leaat,. so that the gain m'ade bYgovern .. 
ment,infurnishing the rations, wa~ also a saving, 'Rs w,eHas a 

great accom'IDodatioo, to the soldiers . . At 'hOmc, a·n~jn<lif .. 
ferentJ*rtsahtoad, as I 11a\'cbccnjnfofn.eC:l, .'tt~¢ :'t.tion 
stands the' government iQ different SUlll~ '':'fr()~':-t~''l,:~~~e to 
half-a-crown. . .. . . ' 
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At the Cape of Good Hope, some twenty years ago, two 
pound of butchers' meat cost one penny; at the capture by 
the English the price had advanced to one pound for two· 
pence; yet, notwithstanding the increased demand, occa­
sioned by the addition of fi\.'c thousand troops and near three 
thousand semnen, frequently more than this number, with a1l 
the various attempts. and combinations that werc practised 
(and, on a certain occasion in the year 1800, very unwisely 
countenanced by high authority) to raise the price of this ar­
ticle, the contract for supplying the garrison was nevC'l' hig:lcr 
than at the rate of two and five-eighths pounds for sixpel\ce. 
Two ponnds of good wholesome bread might be generally' 
purchased f01' twopence. Even in the midst of a scarcity, 
which threatened a famine, bread rose no higher than two­
pence the pound; and all kinds of' fruit and vegetables are so 
abundant, and so cheap, as to be within the reach of the 
poorest person. A pint of' good sound wille may be pro~ 
cured at the retail price of threepence; and were it not 
for the circumstance of the licence for selling wine byrc­
tail being farmed out a.s one source of the colonial revenue, 
a pint of the same wine would cost littie more than three­
hal fpence. ' 

'lIne farming Ollt of the wine licence was a subject of griev­
anceto.~~}i()ldier,as it. compelled him to buy bis wine ill 
smnllquatlti~'ie~ at the Jicensed hQu$es., when the civilians all(l 

bous,eke~f~rs,~ercaU9wedtopurchase it in. casks of twen ty 
gallqn$~iat'tll~ ;~~te ,~f.itiv~i()r8L"( .1'ixd()IJar~ the cask, which is 
jllst ·l\})C)ut ·balf.theft~t ... ilprice .. h~was. obliged' to. pay. for it. 
Yet, ve"ati()~s'assuchal'egtl1ati()n appeared to ··be~ it was 
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stillsufficielltly cheap to enable the soldier to Jmrchasc fully 
as' much as was USCflll to him.. Numbers of the soldiers, itt­
deed, contri,'ea to save money out of their pay. The 9Ist 
regiment of Highlanders, in particular, was known to hiwa 
remitted a good deal of money to their families in Scotland; 
and many of the serjeants of the different· regiments, at the 
e"aeuation oftbe colony, had saved from one to two hundred 
pounds in bard money. 

In the year 1800 the government, in order to bring a Jittle 
more money into the treasury by·· the wine licence, 'dir~8t-e9' 
by proclamation, that the retail sellers should demand frC).l:g;, 
the soldicr the increased price of eightpence the bottle, in­
stead of sixpence, which, ~pwever, they 11a4 prudence enough 
to decline. 'rhe sum broug~lt into the government tfeasury 
by tolerating this monopoly, avel~aged about s'eventy thou­
sand rixdollarsJtnnualJy. But in the event of the Cape fall­
ing again into ou!hands, which sooner ortateJ' must happen, 
if it be an object to !;~cure our Indian possessions, it would 
be wise to supply this part of the' reveuue. by some other 
means. 

Government .hkewlse de\'ive4othetprofits besides those 
which accrued from the cheapness of the rations. 'rhe D~ .. ' 
pu ty~,PaylUaster-Genetnld l'ew .. hillso~ hisMaj~sty'6Pay .. 
masteJ's-Generalin Eitglancl, hlexclJ.ange for th¢ •. · . 
reney oftbec<i}ony,iu wblehaU the COou'D!!4ellt 

ordinar'ye~.~nc.e&of the·garris()U were paid. 
in fact,any"6tbcrcircu}atiligme4iuHl than ••• : ..•.... C::(~1,'Q.P.~ 
reney whicb Was sanctioned by tile Engl~: , ... 
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tion. The hard money that was brought intO' the colony 
from time to time, for the purpose of paying the troops., 
always found . its way to India and China, which 'made it 
extremely difficult for the Paymaster to collect the ne(?ossary 
sums. . But so tenacious was Lord 1vlacartney in adhering to 
the principle of paying the soldiers in ~pecie, that, notwith­
standing the difficulties and the deJay which sometimes o(;~ 

cnrTed in procuring it,be chose rather to let 'the troops g\) 
in arrear~ than pay them in paller with the highest premium 
addcdt.,it, to pte,'ent tbepossifiility of a suspicion entering 
a ~()ldiees mind, that he tn.\g~tbe cheated.. , 'l'he . premium 
which Go~ernment bills bore in ex cha ngeJOr paper currcncy 
fluctuated from fivc 'to thirty per ceut., but was axed, for the 
greater part of the timet at twenty per cent. They wouldi7:: 
indeed, ha\?c advanced to a. mueh higher rate; for the mer-: 
chant, unable to make hisremittances to any .great extent in 
colonialprodtlce~ . or in . India goods~\VhiGbt if permitted, 
Jnighthayc been ' itlJu~j()U~to the interests of the East India 
Com pany, wa's, un~er iI~nec~ssit'yof purchasing these bills. 
JAll'dMacariney ,b()\feVer, considered iiexpedien t to fix the 
premium at twetlty .pereent.~ cieerning it right that .goverll~ 
ll)e~tif.bilJ.ssh~uld, : ,bear the high~st pretni~mof bills· that 
migb~ ., ~}.i~{lle ,:111~rket; :h~t,at the~IllcHUl;t!,put to plioceed 
to s~~t"~>~t~ .· "".' :,~;'~~ .. ·,, ~(:or~QPpre$$iy~: . ~tl~rto theo)Cr .. 

~t·;nl~:'itAl·';~:t ': i!,' · ·~i.'UUi ;,~,Qut4·'1Mv¢#~~i*; .. ·.(f·, 'rtwn t() ,,'" .. ' , ...... , ... ,' .. "X. , , .... ,m.,.,., .... , .. " ... ," " ...... , .... , "' .'" ...... ' ".' ... .. ,..,t>t .. {l(>,. 



their scarcity. To hU\Te issued them at par with the papcr 
,currency to be trafficlwd with for the bellcfit o~' illdjviduul~), 
when that profit cO{Jld fairly and ho11 orablybe npplied to the 
public ser\Tice, would be a criminal n~glect in those who were 
entrusted with thegovcrOlilcnt. The merchant, no doubt, 
took carc tocovcr the per centagepaid on his remitta'nccs by 
a proportionate advance on his goods; and thus the exchange 
migiltopel'ate as a trifl~ng indirect. tax on the genera!' COIl­

sumer of foreign articles, which theincrcascd prosperity of 
the colony ,-ery well enabled them to pay. 

The amount of bills thus l]l'awn for the coutingeu'fant1 ex- ' 
traordinal'Y expe~ees of the army, ,from the 1St of October 
1795. when thecolony ;was·takcu, to the 28th of JuJy1802, 
the time it should lla\'c beencvacuated, as appears from the' 
Deputy Paymaster's books, is l,045;814/. 148. 1 d. UPOll 
part of which (fol· 'part '"as orawn at l)'ar for specie) the profit 
derived tohisf:Majesty':;; gO\~~rmnent amounts to the, sum of 

' 115,7191. S8; lei. . . .. . 

Anoth{'r source orprofitt·wbh;b" migbtl~a\rebeen ;,-ery con .. 
$iderablc, ,Vas derived fl'Omtlle. iinpo"iati()i1of specie. The 
payor. the ~?ldiers,asrbay~ Ol1Serveq. ~,bove~ was invariably , 

, m,dein~'rdmoll~'y',~nd .. ~Qt , iu ;papcr curl'enc;y.~,j .,l~be , 
Spa~isll~oll~t:\V#~ jsspedin <payment' to the tropps~tthe, 
rate " ~r::ti!~ ,s#nilng~ · ,~te~litlg; . Whjch wasa}way.s ;' ~ ·' ..... s;t.,.",uu_:.a..,. 

value :~t:'~~" ~a;p~;'alld~" I .' j~l~l,gitl t,;,1 t ,mig~( U'.~', •• ',,' . ~ .. ,,·...,~1 . ... 

chaSedQ#4 :~~(1?ut ~atfq\n··;8'hilljn;gs' . a(l,~ ' £C;Itt'; I rl··)~' ~uc;et 
th us a' pr()fitdfJ~ot~ : tb:l.~ ;1ttt~n , per~~ilt, '·, • 
as, on t hee~;traor'liIif*~;os, ;pfdi~ '~1!ll{1r ;t "1.,, ': UC ,,~M;iI 
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,t1ms imported amounted to 103,426l., 18s. 3d. l.!pon which, 
supposing the whole 'sent olft by government, which I under­
stand was not exactly the case, tbough nearly so, ' the,profits 
must have been 15,514l. at home, besides an additionalp.rofit 
of 7101. ISs. 3d. aris,ing from a small quantity of specie 
bought in the Cape. As government, however, did not send 
out a sufficient supply fl~om home, the Paymaster was some .. 
times under the necessity of purchasing hard money at tt 

lligber rate t.han fiye shi11ings ~he 'donar, and consequently 
suffered a loss, as this was the invariable rate at which it was 
issued to the troops. About four th~usand pounds of copper 
money were sent out, in penny pieces, which were circulated 
at twop~nce, from which there was consequently another 
profit derived o,f 4000l. This was done by the advice of the 
police magistrates, who were confident that unless this no­
minaland current value should be put upon it, the foreigners 
tradipgto India would carry it as well as the silver out of 
'the colooy. 

Shortly.aftertbe capture'of the Cape. General Graig, ·find. 
ing<~ , .impossihl~ ~<:)Tai~e, up<?ubiUs, a sufficient sum of 
naper . ·~.efta.y ·tl1eex.tra.Qrdjn~ries of tbearmy, 

........ ' 'Qol~ ' ~()fstam .anew paper 

, ...... .,..: ... R' •.•. .. ilf(')ve.rr'n\'l~n t, to. the amoun t 
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By taking these sums together, name,ly, 

Profit on bills drawn L. 115,719 3 1 
on specie imported 
on copper money 
on paper money circulated 

16,~24 13 3 
4)000 0 0 

17,500 0 0 

We have L. 153,443 16 

which may be considered as a clear gain to the government,. 
(independent of the '5a\'ing (}n eacn ration,) and, con'6e­
quently, a lessening of the expenditure that wa~ occasioned 
at the Cape of Good Hope. 

As this expenditure~as publicly been declared of such 
enormous magnitude at to overbalance all the advantages re· ' 
suIting from the possession of the settlement, and we l1ave 
already seen how important these adva}1tages are, when con-, 
sidereclonly in one point of view, it may not be amiss to 
point out, inns correct a manner as the nature of the subject 
will admit, the exact sum expend'ed ill any one year, in the 
military department, at the Cape ofOoodHope..ThCf' year 
I shall take is from May 1797 ,to May1798~ when the gar­
rison was strongest; cOl1sisting of 

The
2
:!tl LiglltDragoons. 

rj~he 8~lh 't' 
H6th '" I t'.,t 

, " nntl1fY 
, 91st)'" ' , 

,Scotch Brigade 
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In that year the estimate was made· up, according to the 
following extract: 

1. Subsistence of the non-commissioned of­
ficers and priva~es of the two regiments 
of dragoons and four regiments of in­
fantry, for one year, aecording to the new 
rate of payment, deducting for rations 
and hospital charges, 55,729 2 6 

2. Clothing and contingent expenees for 
ditto, 28,133 13 2 

s. Full pay of the commissioned officers of 
two regiments of dragoons, and fourregi­
ment~of infantry for one year, according 
to the latest regulations, 43,667 14 8 

4. Staff officers and hospital establishment 
of one inspector, two physicians, one pur· 
,-eyor, four surgeons, two apothecariqs, 
and nine hospital mates, 11,178 2 6 

5. Commissary-General's department, in .. 
eluding engineers, which alone amounts 
to 17,2251. 168. 5d. - 107,794 10 11 

o. ' .Ordnance department, including arti11ery 
expenees, 

7,- DeputyQ!l~rter-Master Generarsde­
parttn~ntf "iijcluding .. lodging money to 

.. officer~. whicharnqunt~ . toabout,4000i. 
1~nd l;>,atana :f()l1J:~for,200daY8 about 

. .. >:-,,_'.":":- ' :/,,\,',::~( -: J" ""-': "">-, :,;:-,::, ''''' .,':.', ' 

._.{. in tl~\1~lel 

13,.536 14 4 
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Or, we rnay, perhaps, be able to come still nearer the 
truth, by taking the total expenditure of the ' whole ~e,eQ 
ycars, thus: 

.Amount of bills drawn by tbe Deputy Pa,-. 
master General for paper and specie, 
for the pay and subsistence of the non­
cotl'lmi~sionedofficersandprivates, and 

·fQf .. theextraordinaries of the army for 
" .- J 

'seven years, 1,045,814 14 I 
Specie impol'too and \)cug\)t (about) lll,~ (} {). 

Clothing and contingen~l: expences at · the 
rate as above specified -per year, 196'~~i 12 2 

Full pay of the commissi<JPedofficers of six 
regiments, as above, for seven years, 505,674.2 8 

Ordnance·department for seven years, 129,757 0 4 

Total amount L.1,789,181 9 S -----_. 
wbich total amount, divided by seven, . gives 255,5971.. 7 s •. 
for the annual average expencemcu-rrec\hrthe military de .. 
partment at the CapeofGood' lI'Ope~ > But it would be· the 
beigbtof absurdity to.ay, tba:tevent~i&; sum,moderatea.s it 

. is,: :was&D ·,· add,~nalexpence . to~overnment in consequence 
ot ·tbe-vtu~::·~bf. thi. settlein~Dt; since 'it is bot'Qnly'co1n;" 
posed '·. oftlle _expenc~~ •.•. of •.... maintaiping . thegarJ'i&Qnt .•• an~:t~~ 
contingen(!i~' : "dextraQrdinaries of tlw ,.~;1.t, " b~,t.i~ ':;~~;--; 

:~u~!i;;:~;~~~~d~.~~~ 
»~'ffl~n'f~,: e\~~hea.~~~· iPJ\\\\~ .&Uiij.(b~,'~~~";~·'~~\ 



SOUTH E R'N AP R. leA. 

as at the Cape of Good Hope, and, as I have shewn, at a 
much greater expcnce, it is certainly not fair tocbarge this 
Bum to the account of the garrison of the Cape.E'ten in 
peace the commissioned officers would have receivediheir 
half pay t which ,alone would amount to a sum from 100,0001-
to 150,000/. 

There are not, therefore, any grounds for- considering the 
Cape in t~e light of an expensive settlement. In fact, tbe 
sums ofmooey, which have been expended there, dwindle into 
nothingup()n a comparison witb those in some of the "West In. 
diaislands, whose importance isa featbel'whenw.eighedagainst 
that of the Cape of Good Hope. Viewingit onlyas.a 'Jloint 
of security to our Indian possessiotl$, and asa nursery. for 
maturing raw recruits into complete soldiers, the question of 
expence must. faU to the ground~ Of the several millions 
that a;e annually raised for the, 8\lpport of government at 
home,an·d its 'dependencies abroad, a 8malLfraction of one 
of these millions mays~relybeal1owed for the maintenance 
of a station whoseadvalltagesare incalcnlable. One single 
fact will sufficiendypro\'ethefaHacy of holdingQut the Cape 
as an expensive garrison. The.priceof..gi)Odbread was one 
pel:lny~poundt of good mutton and fresh,peef twopence, 
of~4:$&~~dwineJittlemore tbanoneshilUngthe gallou, 
of .fmit~l1~~,~~.able$.of;~ve~yde~ription ... a "mere trifle. 

If in,stJ~!~.t~·1,~~ , ~~f~~na~f~?~.,,,he .•...•. ~arri.son be at .. 
tenped~~~~:,~~; ,~~~,~~~!.)'~~~/.f,~~t.)e~.'t .• ~~t.,wIth thega... 
,eJ'iulJeot 'au":earwP*(~:i~?'.tWbp.tiQ:w:.~o'~ny.,unfa~r9rable' 

:~;,< ';'; ,'", .,~\ - ':'<,''''';, "",-,',~'l: :';,' ,., : >:'::': ',':Cj ":-:'-':," ',:," ~ ::,", r':':"-':~':'::"f';"":.f~;,?,:_-': :>:;i ,';':: ~ .:,: ',, :',',,',"::,,'i,',:" :, :" ~ . __ : ?,~"",_,::,(\,,~ ,~, 1,' ~'<:' : :_ ~ ' ,~_ :-- ', ',":-- :. :':"',:' ",.,' ,; "', '-:" i .," ,},.",', ,-, '. ~ ".:,',"', >' -.,:'" -,' : 

tiw~tii •. A\neej,itl'tll~" \j1*I.~: i~~lft' ~<ilt" .'~.ll·PQlVel'S:; ... ~; \~n ... 
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trusted to weak and corrupt governors, and numerous and 
.unnecessary appointments are created, every station, what .. 
c,'cr the local advantages may be, will become expensive. 

But the expenditure necessary for tlle support of the gar ... 
rison of the Cape, triflingeyen in war, could be no object 
whatsoever in time. of peace. The fortifications, which were 
in tbe;mostruinous condition when the place was taken, 
being 6nished in a complete manner, would require no fur­
tber expenee than that of merely keeping the works in repair, 
wbich might amount, perhaps, to an anllual s~ of five 
thousand pounds. The contingencies and: extraordinaries of 
the army could not, at the utmost, amount to twenty thou- . 
sand pounds ; so that twenty-five or thirty thousand pounds 
would be the extent,ltof the contingent and extraordinary ex­
pences of the Cape in time of peace; a sum that, by proper 
management, and a prudent application of the revenues of 
the colony, might easily be defrayed out of the.public trea­
sury, and It~ve a wrplus adequate to all the demands of the 
civil department, together with. the necessary repairs of public 
works and buildings. 

It may be necessary that I should give the grounds upon 
,vbich l~lculate.Froll1 a review of the colooi,al revenues, 
I find ' thattbeaverage in the Dutch Government hi ten 

years~~fom 118~ t() 1794, . was little more than(.(~,OOO fix­
dollars"y~~rl~, but tbatby· the regulations and, newiluposts 
madebY~rtheDutchC()mt1lissariesGen~al. in·17~3,· the 
amount ill thefoUowing·.year was .211,568 rixcloHal\S •. They 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 199 

afterwards experienced a considerable increase, and from the 
first year of Lord Macartnefs administration they rose gra-
dually as follows: . 

From the 1st Oct. 1797 to the 30th Sept. 1798, 
they were R. d. 322,512 7 5 

1st ditto 1798 to ditto 1799 360,31200 
] 5t ditto 1799 to ditto IBOO 369,596 0 0 
1st ditto 1800 to ditto 1801 450,713 2 4 

And it is here not unworthy .of notice, that from" the mo­
ment of. the preliminaries of peace being known the.Y fell, 
tIle last year's produce being only 

From 1st Oct. 1801 to 30th Sept. 1802 389,901 6 0 

And in the following year, as far of it as was expired, they 
were still less productive. , 

In their state of progressive improvement under the British 
Government, without a single additional tax being laid but, 
on the contrary, some taken -of I' and others nl0dified, arrcal'S 

oflll.nd7tentremittedand again accumulating, I think that 
undertli~13rit~h flAg'veI11igbt~withoutany dangel' of ex· 
agge~ati~tl~ .: ; ~~~()n uponallet : an.nual . revenue of half a 
)lliUip~ . r.,i~d,,~f~~,·q.r; time,.rlt9nd~4·t~-ousand pon Dds currency. 

~!;l~~;.~~r~~~:1;,~;:i:;;~;,7; . 
W()rk8·- .a~d~. ~.ui~t\·in~, · .. ·,!e~ti,···e'~·~~ '~~ .. ~dtn,i,nist~ati.OllS.· •. ()r.·Lord 
:M. · .. · : ~eartney .and :. l.,if.:ut~narlt;.G~~,,~a,l . ~})und8:~; .•.... at .... thC3 ·· Jllost 

. ' .. '-
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a.bout 300,000 ri~danar8 or 60.0001. . Suppose then the can .. 
tingencies and extraotdiuaries ·ot' the army' to be 50,0001.. 
the whole sum ·re(luired would be 90,0001. or 450,000 r~­
dollars, the exact arnountof the colonial revenue at the. cl~se 

• ",'. ,,' ". i , 

of the year 1801. 

The poilltofview, in which the importance, of the Cape 
next presents itself to aUf consideration"is its local position, as 
bcingfavou'rabl~ for distributing troops to. any part of the 
globe, and especially to our settlements in the east, with faci­
lity and clispatch; which is not by any means the least a~~:ong 
those advantages it possesses as a military station";,tm .. 
portant as the considerations.are of healthfness of climat9a~d, 
cheapness of s~bs1stellce wberea dep4t of troops, is intended to 
be formed, its . value in. these. respects would very materially 
be diminished by great distanceJrom; or (1i~culty of convey· 
ance to, those places where their services are most likely to be 
required. 

The longer the voyage the lesseffectivewiU the troops be 
on their arrival; and dela'yisda~geroll8,even to a proverb. 
Perhaps it is not sayingio~, muc;h,.Jhat we are indebted in .a 
very high degroo to lheC~pe,Joitbe conquest ofl\fys;oreapd 

theorertbr~r.ofTipPO<l+~QtJllerely from tbe~i~f?I'C~entll 
thatwe~ •. ~~. &QlIr thence ·tojoin . the Indian~J'myi,-ttl()ugh 
tooy.;eminc.utly ront?~utedoo.;the COnq\lestgf~ripga~t~mt 
but from •• the .. speedy· .. intelligence •. o~t41i~ed~ftbe<'trat~.ctiQn8 
carrying an~t . the.Jsleof Fr~n~ "it~'h()?$eiluen~\~:~~earri.v~' 
of the. Sultaun's.ag~n,ts' •• dfW~i~tls#lCY"';~~~~~f.~.ttJy: jgn()~9t 
in lodia,but \Vhicl:at.:.I?y,th~rvig~~~¢~~#~p~a~tiQnaf~d 

i' ',) 
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Macartney, '"ere detected andcommnl1icated totbe Govcr­
nor-general of' Bengal. "I received," the Marnuis of "C c1-
]cs)ey ohserrcs in his .dispatch to the Court of Directors, "on 
" the 18th of}une 1798, a reguiarauthentication of the pro­
"' clamation (of the Governor of the 151e of }\ance) in a. 
" letter from his :Excellency the Earl of 1vlacartnc,v, da ted the 
" 28th of March." And he acted, on this intelligence, with 
that prudence, promptitude, and spirit, for which the charac­
ter of the noble Mal'quis is so (~mincntl'y distinguished. Tilt: 
object of TippOo was to gain time in order that he might 
~trengthen his position and augment his forces. But the, 
rapid movement of our troops towards his capital,assoon as 
his hostile views were confirmed, frustrated his plans, and ef~ 
fected the total subversion of his country. Both the moment 
of attack and the reinforcement from ,the Cape were acknow­
ledged to be important; in either of which a failure might 
have proved fatal to the campaign, and would, at all cvents, 
bave postponed the day of victory. 

'rhe almost incrcdihlcceJcrit.y, with which t.wclvehundred 
cffecth'c men joined the Egyptian army hI high health and 
spirits from the Cape of Good Hope, is another ill stance that 
mustforceconvictiou of its vast impoltance as a military sta­
tion.. '1!he advan~agesjndced that are afforded by its geogra­
phicalpQsitioq9£acquiringandconveying intelligence with 
respec t., tqt;P¢ 'i~~i'~s"prll.~ig~bQUl'iQg 'I:1ations; .. or of tra ns port­
in~ .t.r~OP'at. '~re···~Y"ht);~~ap~ " prt)~ariqus(Jr depending on 
cb~nce ~i,. there •. beh,g ' s~~c~lY ' ~ '~teek,j~itbeyear ...••. i n .. which 
.. E~gli$ll ... 'i~,~v.l)al~rs·.or . rb(}t~'lta~tl~en, •• 'I~t' ••• Sb.ip~·of ·.neu tral powers, 
·dqin(j:t.o\lca at .·tlleCape.,,:espechdlY()Dtbeiroutwttrd·bound 
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voyage. ..Aua few of thcse are unwilling to engage as trans. .. 
ports. 

It appears from the books of the Custom-house, and trle re­
turns of the Captain of the port, that there suiled from the 
( " ,ape 

In 1799 
1800 

1801 
1802 

lOS ships 
109 ditto 
130 ditto 
131 ditto 

being, in four years, 473 ships, 
besides the men of war and coasting ycssels. Of these 82 
were Americans, 66 1?anes, 24. Portugucze, 15 from Ham­
burgh, and 6 Swedes, "4; from Prussia and Bremeli, and the 
rest English. 

The Americans, for some years past, have been establishing 
a very considerable carrying trade from the eastward on the 
ruins of the Dutch commerce, and have acquired 110 small 
portion of the India and China commerce. The ships of this 

nation have always found it convenient totollch at the Cape, 
l)artly for the sake of refreshing their crews, but with a view, 
at the same time, of disposing of the w bole or any part of 

their cargo to advantage. This cargo is gencral1ylutllber, or 
it is composed of what they quaintly term notions, from tile 
great varie\y and assortmcnt()f goods which thcytakeafan:cy, 
or notion,may·succced.ln payment of such a cargothe,fal'c 
g1ad to getbHls on. India f'orhardmoneYt which. tb<.'y ,carry 
to China to purcha.se teas, llankeenst . ~~d ' pOl~91~h~. }'I'om 
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the C<lpe to India they are always glad of the oPlmrtunity of 
being employed as tl'ansperts. 

'J'he f)ifuation is pretty much t.he same with regard to the 

Dalles. But t.he assistance of neither the one nor the ot.her 
could possibly be 'wanted, provided the numerous fleets of our 

Ea!"t India Company were permitted to touch at the Cl.ipe. 

\Vithollt the least inconvenience to their commercial concerns, 

these ships might transport from England to-the Cape a con­
stant succession ()f raw recruits to be formed there into com­

plete soldiers, from whence they might take on board as many 

of the latter as should be wanted to reinforce their arones 

serving in India. 

The possession of the Cape is also important in.,lOother 
point of view, .Foreign nations trading to India may be said 

to he at the mercy of the power which holds this grand out~ 
work. 

To Rngland, however, its real value consists more in the 

drectual security it is capable of affording to her trade and 
settlements in India, than to any advantage that might be 

taken of annoying or interrupting the commercial concerns of 
other l)a.tions. 'rhe' unbounded credit of the East India COIll­
pany" the imnl,cusi~y of , its capital employed, the superior 
<]ua]ity, .:orBI'itisIlm~:nu,(cl(~.ture~, and the Jow rate at which 
they Ga~b~atf()r<1ecl :in: f<)reign 'lnar.kets, wiU~Jwayscl1sure to 
'thcrH th~b\~st>pal'ttif: tl~e '. ,tra(je toiudia, and China,audgive 

, t~)Enghuldapreferenc~ ·beforetheotl;el: "maritime ' powers 

(lfEu I'ope" or, that of America '"No ua,ra'llower, t.herefore, 
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except Franc£', could feel any jealousy, nor entertain reason­
able gl'Ounds of objection agnil~}st ~he Cape becOining a set" 

tlelllcnt of the British Empire. They were all alloweu to trade 
and to refresh on the same terms as British subjects, with this 
sillgle exception, that an additional duty of 5 per cent. was 

payable on an goods hrought into the Colony in foreign 
bottoms. 

The possession of this settlement, at an cady period of the 
war, so completely excluded e,'ery hostile power from the 
Indian seas, threw so great an increase of cOlllmCf~ into our 
hands by that exclusion, left us in such quiet and undisturbed 
dominion in the castern world, and gave us so many solid 
advantages ullexampl~Jl in any former war, that one would 
suppose it a moral impossibility for the l?ast India Company 
to be unmindful of the source from whence they sprung. 13ut 
things that are apparently of little value in themselves,. arc 
sometimes magnified by intense observation, swe1J into im­
portance by discussion, and become illdispf>.nsable by conten­
tion ; whilst objects of' reaimomcnt lose their magnitude 
when slightly vie\Vcd, or seen only at 'a distance, grow little 
by neglect, and useless without a quarrel. 'thiS: observation 
Illay probably be applied to l\lalta and the Cape of Good 
Hope. Respecting the importance of the latter, the French 
seeli1 tolltl.ve avoided any discussion in the late ' negodution 
fOt" lleace. Thei.r\'ie~\'s were, no doubt, wen known 'to our 
Government, and might have induced, it, : in theverY,,' first 
sketch oftllc conditions , of peace, to propdtlc',thar tH~" qape 
of Good Hope should 'be restored totheDutch, '?r :-~ede;. 

elared a free port.T~ela:tter~ howev~r'i,h~,ppeni~g~'~ just 
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what France could have 'wished, was, on further conRidel'u­
tion, restored in fun s(wcreignty to its ancient possessors. 
Frallcf', fiuding that her purpose would be completely (111-

swel'ed when once it was rescued out of the bands of the Eng ... 

lish, made no objection to this arrangement. Ceylon she 
considered a~ a less important sacrifice, although she knew it 
to be a much greater to Holland than that of the Cape. Tlw 
latter has always been an expensive settlement to the Dutch, 
whilst fi'cnn the former they derived a considerable ren'nue. 

Had the Cape been demanded on tbe pal't of England, there 
can be little doubt tbc }'rellch would have been equaJly eager 
in cont{~sting the point in regard to this settlement as to 
l\:lalta, knowing their vast importance to us as point.s of se­
curity. 

I llave no intention to discllss the comparative yalue of 
these two stations to England, considering them both to. be 
essentially lleCeSl'laryto her independence as well as to the 
protection of her commerce ann settlements, so long as the 
restless and ~t'ggralldizing spirit of the French Go\'ernment 
shall continue to disturb the peace of Europe. It may not, 
however, be improper to end,eavour to point out, and to com-
paresnnle:9f the inconveniencies that would necessarily have 
resultedt~()ur tradcaud settlements ill the East ltl<.tics during 
the late,,,ar,t't~IIli{;1ithcroneor tbe.other of ihest· pJaces being 

in tbe bands.ot'ltl1ambitiousenetnv. 

In tllefirst.~la~~~itlJl.~.be«9tlsidered,as a general prillci pIe 
that bas,.lQog"JjeenroQted inthe:French Goyernment, ,and 
fl'Qm whiqhitislikeJyneycl'tod,~pa~t, to aim at thcoyeJ'throw 
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of our power ill India, and to endt.'uvour to erect upon its 
ruins an empire of their own. ''I'o accomplish this point, ~1l1l1 
jn consequence thercof~ in the language of the present Corsi­

can ruler, '4 To strike a blow at England which will he fol­
" lowed IIp with its complete destruction," they know there 
are but two roads to take: the one ~y getting possession of 
Egypt and Syria, wh(,J'e they might collect and SC(lson their 
troops for the grand expf:ditioll, eith('1' by sea 01' land; the 
othm' by occupying the Cape of Good Hope. Kllowing the 
latter to be a. desperate attempt, they were induced to make 
an experiment on the former. Had they, or their forced <ally, 
the Dutch, kept. posse3sion of the Cape, there is no rea. for 
supposing that. the same fleet which sailed for Egypt, might 
not have sailed from sOf~1e other port, to this station; or that 
they could not have slii-;ped out from time to time almost any 

number of troops they might hm'e thought proper to send. 
These troops, when seasoned and prepared at the Cape, {t)r 

a warmer climate, could easily ha\'e been transported to the . 
Isles of France and Bourbon, wherc the l."1'ench ,,,-ould not 

only continue to draw supplies from the former, and to \'ictual 
aod provision tbeir ships of war and transports fi'om thel1ce, 
as in tile Amcrican war, but where they could not filiI to lJavc 
received a material reini(m~cmcnt to their shipping from the 
Dutch,: for it may be recollected, that the fieetunder the 

command ofAdmil'al Lucas reached Saldanha ,l~ay, in spit~ .. 

of the obstacles\rhicb the Southern j\ tJantic prescnted,by the 
Cape beingihcn -in ·-our lIa·nels. Thisflect . conlbined'~ith 
that of theFI'ench wOllldhave r('q\lir{'d~'oa"al f~rce,otiour 
part, in the Indian seas tlwt might llotlla\'l~ :bceilq""ii~>,con­
vcnieut for us to sparc. His possible,~lso, th~Yil1ighthavc 
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eluded the vigilance of our force, as their object would Hot 

have been so much to fight us, as to have put in execution 
a plan that many are inclined to suppose floated in the 

wind of 13uonapart.e when he took the road of Egypt, though 

he was soon convinced of the futility of it by that route, 
without at least double the number of troops .: his whole 
army being barely sufficient to keep the conquered country 

in subjection. 

Among mUIlY reasons, which led to this conjecture, was 
the work of AI,.. An'llfctil Dllpcrron on India, wliich, after 

being withheld from publication for fifteen years Oil account 
of the infcmnation it contained, and of which it was supposed 
the English might avail themselves, was hastily issued irom 
the prc':;s on the sailing of this memorable expedition; being 

intellded, most probably, as a guide for the officers on their 
arri,'ul in India. This intelligent writer, who, to a lnind 

capable of obserration and deep reflection, adds the great 

ad \'antage of local knowledge, fixes 'on the coast of lHalabar 

as the foundation and corner-stone of their long projected 
emp,ire in India. The considerations which inducp. him to 

give this coast the preference are, arnongothers, tile facility 

of possessing the passes of the neighbouring mountains, and 

of th~" sscc\lringthe " internal commerce' of Hindostan-tbe 
opportut\ityit '~'0!-lld ,afrordofentering)nto an alliance with 
the Mahratt~s;;' ,~~btl.l;n ' lle cOQsiders as a \varJik:e and f~lithfllI 
peoplc.-thee~~.f','in-t~l'c9t~r$ethat might ,be maintained ti'OIH 

thi~toa~t'i.withttiePer~~,~trJ, gulr,"h,the Hed Sea,thc hIes of 
I';raJ)cean~] Bo~rbo~, :1\(.d8gas'car; . and the Cape of Good 
lI~pe: ' .' , " " , , 
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Thrsc are certainly important considerations, and (IC­

Illallllcd all the \'igilance anciattentioll of our Government in 
j IJdia. ErenCl small force of .. FI'l'llCh troops. had tht:y been 
throwu upon the coast of l\rlalaba~, at the "Ny moment when 
our t;')l'CCS were drawn off into the J\f.ysore, against the Sul­

taull's army, might ha\"c proved fatal to our possess10ns on 
this ('oast. The usurper would, no doubt, have obtained bis 
reinforcement from the Isle of I;'raucc, and probably without 
our knowledge, rendering, by their means, the COIHlllCst of 
Scringapatam doubtful. U: in sllch a state of things, the 
}'rcJl('h forces c~uld have gaine(l a footing at Bombay, GOii, 
or G uzzarat, and intrigued themsch'es into an alliance, with 
thel\lahratta powel's. though it might not have' reali~ed their 
p}'(~ject of an Indian empirc, it would, at least, have been 

destructi rc of our pos\essionsill the west of the peninsula, 
the holding of '''hieh, indeed, J\fr. Allquetil cotlsiucl'sas fatal 
to our power in India. 

On this slll~ect his OPlOlOQ is not singular; 'before the 
o\'(~rthrow of the l\Iy&ore kingdom, there were, many of OUI' 

own countrymen, wbose sentimJlltsinthis respect accorded 
with his; and who, like himse1t~ have flot only a pmf(mnd 

knowledge ·of Indian politics, but are well acquainted with 
the physic'll and mora) character of the nath'cs, their several 
connections and relations; and who, at the same tirne,pos" 
scss the advantage ~hat local information soemit1ently a.ffords. 
f"1'here<\uction of theSultaun, it istr~f;!, .hascoutribut#d in 
no small degree to our s('clIrity .. olithel\i}llabar cuastfhas 
consolidated our power in Southernludia,. an~rel)d~.~d the 
~lllllctl0nof foreign forces . with the J\lah ratta .dli~f$.tri,o~ dif:" 
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fieult, if not altogctller impra~!cable. On the northern parts 
of this coast only are we vuldiahle in India by sea. 

Supposing, however, the views of the enemy, on the ]\fa­
labal' coast, to have failed, . th(}) would, at least, have been 
cnabled, with the ~ssistanec of the Dutch, to annOy and cut 
up our Indian and China trade by the multitude of eruizing 
'VcslCls sent out from their islands of I~rance and Bourbon, 
and from the Cape of Good Hope. Even under every dis­
advantage, thc,.l,'rench frigates and the nest of privateers 011 

the l\-Iauritius station did mueh mischief at the commence­
ment of the late war, and although they had few reInforce­
ments from France, it required five years, with a. very active 
and powerful squadron from the Cape and from India, before 
they were all taken and destroyed. 'Vhat then must have 
been the case, if, instead of the English possessing this im­
portant stat.ion,it had been an enemy's port tor assembling, 
refitting, and refreshing the combined fleets of the french 
and Dutch? It is unnecessary to obsene, that neither of 
these powers would have 1.(Hlnd much difficulty in reaching 
the Cape with single ships, when we have an .instance of a 
whole fleet of Dutch ships arriving there notwithstanding 
they wCl'cfiftcen weeks on theirp~~sage. This single fleet, 
acting from the Cape, migbt hav~heenpr~4uctive of much 
inconvt~nien~\f,.,~~pel~ce,an~'il)j~l·.y 't?En~laut1,and espe­

ciallyt,!> it~e't~:a.~e~f' :tbe~~~~illl<ii~C()rtlJ)any . "'ete, in­
deed,t{Je lt~l'eltch~Ml~I,I)~tqhf,6k¢e}'lupa~t(jper naval force 
at.tp is,pJafe,.· it is .. ·.~~~re~el,Y.:4?u.b!fuJ ~~d,.Y. ()~ the homew~ .. d .. 
p~u.~d . ,f1~~tso:r the,:Fj,~s~;ln#:i~9omp~nywo(11d eve~}'eacn 
:Elp~~nH:1~ \()T· if:: th~y dill, it would be under a'l.exp~nce of 



uo TRAVELS IN 

convoy so enormous, that the pwfits on the cargoes would be 
inadequate to meet it; but otYthis we shall have occasion to 
speak more particularly intbe next chapter, Such are the 
dangers to be apprebended in consequence of the Cape being 
beld by an enemy. 

The principal disadvantages that would result to England 
by leaving Malta in the possession of France appear to III be, 
in the first place, the power it would give thew of excluding 
our ships from ttlat port,the best, undoubted1y~ in the Medi­
terranean, and of increasing their force thereto the complete 
annihilation of our ~lediterranean trade; and secondly, the · 
means it "ould affOl'd of facilitating their views upon Egypt, 
by enabling them to tbrow into that country a force suffi­
cient to conqueri~I,·and. probably to renew thcirproject 
upon India. < 

With regard to tbe extent and importance of the Mediter­
ranean trade I speak with diffidence, but I am not appre­
hensive of hazarding much by saying that it admits not of a 
cOjllparison with that of India and China" thollgh1 perhaps, 
too ,raluable to be altog~thet relinquished. In this respect 
then the value of1\lklta i&cer~ainly less important than that 
of the ,Cape of. Good. H?~e. . .•.. Dut the second ppint is of a, 

more. serious natur~,' .. Some,' howcver, are of opinion. that 
although the $ubjugation'Qf Egypt may at any time beac ... 
complishcd by tlie'Frencb,throughMalta,yet,in$.uclrait 
event, wcbave every reasontoexpecttbat the vigila~~~d 
activity of a .. BritishfJeet,anqtbe'V.I~ .. ~r . i~~t~h!'~d,.ers~ 
might alwayse.nableus , 'odi~p~~ifi\:~~~rn 'i~~""ge of 
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Syria. But that., adinitting even they should succeed in rol­

lecting at Suez an army equal' to their wishes, the difficulties 
of transporting ~his army to India would be alrJ;lost ipsur­
"mounta.ble. If it be meant by those who support this 
opinion that the attempt is to be made by sea, whilst the 
Cape remained in our possession, I have little hesitation in 

agreeing with them that it must certainly fail. During the 
Jast war, when their troops had marched to Suez, they had 

not a single ship in the Red Sea that dared to carry the 
French flag, 1fO~', with the Cape and Ceylon in our hands, 
could they at a~y future period have a fleet of any destrip­
tion without our permission. 

But we Wlll even allOw t11em to have assembled at Suez a. 
fleet of their own ships, or of the country coasters, sufficient 

to take on board their armament. destined for the 1\Ialabar 
coast. The next question is, where, or in what manner, are 

they to victual and to provision such a fleet for a month.,or 
five weeks passage, and especia11y in the supply of the ':in~ 
dispensable. article of water? The fountains of Moses, it is 
tl'ue, furnish asupp)y of waterat all seasons of the year,but 
they are situated at twelve miles distance fi'o(Il SU~i.Walcr 
maybe, likewise, and is, collected in .• :tankS or reservoirs 
near ,tbe'tQW'Il' but it soon grows fetid. The .difficu)ty, how­

evert . ()f. :v~~tq,~l1ipg, and watering .s\lcb aft~et,though great, 
isn~t iilsn~m~un~;;t.)I~~ : ,~ndtherefore . maybe . ~llowed to be 
got OV~~ 

.: ........ !.h~ .• ·d.~~~~$,.ij~!:i~~i~#, .. Q~;;*~~: :~(l , .~~.;;, •. in .·.·.w~ijch-. : ;it·.·ap-
;Pi!!!),J.lot .. ~~,~~~ ,th~····'jjfte.~~ ;',tt)l~d~;hi~~w,e~~., . Jost .be!~een 
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the time of the French entering Egypt, n.nd thf! signing of 

the definitive treaty of peace, is the next obstacfe that pre~ , 
sents itself, and which may also be snrmounted. But as the 

113"igation down this sea CUll only be perfonned six months 

in the year, on account of tho periodical winds which there 
prev.ail, \Vecan always know, within six months, when such 

a fleet would attempt to pass thet:Hlrrow strait of Babel­

mande!, and be pl't'pared accordingly. This strait is com­

p]etelycomman~ed by the ishmd of Perim, against which 
there is no other objection but (he want of water. If, how­
ever: we have allon"ed tho }'rench to surmount. so many dif­

ficulties before they can arrive at the s~raits of IlahelmandeJ, 

we may surely give ourselrcs the credit of bejng able to 

overcome this single ob.tFction against the island of Pedm. 
A reservoir to collect and presen'e rain water might be con­

structed; or, by digging below the level of the sea, fresh 

water would, jn all probability, be obtained; Of, at any rate, 

water might be transported thither from the continent, suffi­

cient for the supply of the small garrison .that would be ne­
cessary to protect the strait. Tht; possession of this island, 
,vith a few frlgates, is said to be competent to the destruction 

of all the craft that could possibly he collected and sent 

down fr<>m Suez and all the other ports of the Red Sea. 

Little, ,:therefore,is to be apprehended from the designs of 
thef~e~,cbon _ llldi;a''.· ~y the way of the Red 8ea,80 long as': ' 

we can': .. coJDmaod the str~it and victual the force neces- · . 
fiaTY t~'·,'~'e. iita~ionedt])ere;adrantages which . tbe ~ p(lsse'ssiQn 
of the Capfapd of CeyJon' \vould always enable :~~:" to . lp~ke 
use of. . .. .. ;, 
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But if through the Cape the French can contrive to as­
semble and victual a large armament ill the Indian Seas, ,\'e 
must have an innnense force to prevent such an armalJlCllt 

from co-operating with a body of troops that may previously 

hare been thrown into Egypt and Syria, a plan which tbey 
probably intended to have carried iuto effect, had not the 
ambitious views of Buonaparte put us on our guard, and 
rendered the present war both just and necessary. Such a.. 

plan, by means of such a peace as the last, might e'asily b(' rea­
lized 10ng befoteany intelligence of it could reach India, or allY 
force be sent out from England to cobuteract it, were JV[alta 
and the Cape of Good Hope accessible to the french; but 
with the latter in our possession the attempt woult! be 
madness. 

'Vhat the consequence might be of an attempt entirely by 
land, from Greece or Syria to India, is not quite so certain. 
If the em perot' Paul had Ii ved to carry ill to exeCll tion his 
wild but dangt~rous scheme, of assembling a large body of 
tl"OOpS on the eastern borders of the Caspian Sea, to act in 
concert with the French, it is difficult to say where the mis­
chief of their qui.xotism might have entlcd. The minds of 
men, int(}xicated with power a11d maddeped by ambition, are 
not to be mpasured by the same motives which commonly 
guide thtlact~Qns . of mankind.,. It. is certain that neithee 
.Paul~or';Bug~~~ar,teregatdedi~h~gfeat waste of men that 
s\,chaproject';;iw(}n19;bi~ve'79c~asioned. '. They must have 

... 1\llown ',~bat ·QY~Q~~~~~~~~J9n'".'~~ie;~r~j9~.'."· could .•... th~y"hQ.ve 
tU~~ es~re:~f'l\ '~~lJ:§tt}~~<·;"~~Pply"pfl?r-?Yision~ f9J;sHya~~ ,a 

.... _ .. " ',-,',', ,',",' "- ',,-
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combined army; but such knowledge would not have pre­
,'ented them from making the experiment, the lives of their 
people being objects of little consideration \vith them. H~ 

like the host of Xerxes, they should be compelled to feed o:.} 
gras:, and the shrubs of the thicket, or, like the 'army of Cam­
byses, in its march against the Etiliopians, be reduced to the 
still more dreadful necessity of killing every tenth man to 
feed the rest, what remorse would such calamities occasion 
'in them-east of that man, who could deliberatdy put to death 
by poison the companions of his victories, for .. no other fault 
than the misfortune of being disabled by sickness? 

Yet, although vast numbers would necessarily perish ill 
such an enterprize,lthe result might, nevertheless, be the 
means of shaking our security in India; and this would be 
considered asa most ample compensation for any loss the 
enemy might ::iUstain in the expedition. The obstacles that 
}lave been urged against it were, perhaps, equally great and 
numerous when the Macedollian hero undertook to march his 
army across the same countries; yet he overcame them all. 
And if Alexander could succeed in penetrating into India, 
why not Buonaparte, since military skill.and tactics are now 
so mucb ,,~uperior ampng 'Europeans to what they were in his 
day., ",~ilst they 11ave remained nearly stationary in thella .. 
tiOD$ ,"~ ;the E~st ? ,No sufficient reason can,perhaps, be 
assigned, why theone, with the same or with increased.U1ea,ns, 
and with talents, perhaps, not le~s suited t08{)ply these 
means to .tbebestadvantagf'", tshould not beabl~tb ' proceed 
to thesamelen~th.that· tile .. otherdid, 
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That no part of his army would ever return is e~tremcly 
probable. When a considerable proportion had perished by 
fatigue, by sickness, and by famine, the rest, in all human 
probability, hy change of climate, manner of Jiving, and by 
intermarrying with a new people, would produce a new race, 
and that race would cease to be Frenchmen, just as the suc­
cessors of Alexatlder ceased to be Greeks. An army for such 
an expedition must, in the outset, be immense, to afford 8. 

sufficient number of men to maintain the conquered countries 
through which they must pass. The farther they proceeded 
the more numerous would be the enemies left in their r~ar ; 
and on their a;pproacb to India, there is no reason for sup­
posing that the native powers would welcome their arrival, 
jealous, as they now must be, of admitting new European 
visitors, after the dearly bought experience tl'tey have already 
had of their old friends from the same quarter. These, how .. 
ever, are contingencies that amount to no security of a failure 
.in the main object of the expedition, namely, the destruction 
of our empire in the east. Weshal1, perhaps, come nearest 
the mark by considering the most serious, t and probably the 
only, obstacle that would impede their progress in the coun­
triestha;t.Jie between Syria and India, to be occasioned 
by . the~~~tdiffi8~lty of procuring' provision~ and trans­

porting~he;paggag~~nd . ammunition that wou 1d be rc­

quir~~~<f,~~i •• ~~;:::!.e~~Ill:J.~I~)j': ..... Buteven these are difficulties 
whicb,lbl'\~~ce,r;l.terpr;~£i~g·:~{Iogp . d~termined . Jllind, would be 
sutI)1ou~ted •. · 

¥fhet~r .•.•• ~g~iF~nch .. ·re~ll)':iin~~nped. .•• t~'lllarcll ·.ao· •..•.. arUly by 
]~~tl~i:l)tbe e.v;~nt:Qf thekbavingre",,~edAcre,nd gotpos .. 
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session of Syria, seems to be doubtful; but it is pretty evi­
dent they entertained hopes, at one time, of being abJe to' 
co-opel'atc with the Sultaun of l\f,ysore by the Red Sea, 
111ougl> it does not appear that any previous plan had been 
concerted for transporting their troops from Egypt to India. 
The 'whole 'expedition, indeed, should seem to have been, in 
tbe fil'stinstanee, a momentary thought, without: any further 
plan or design than that of diverting the original intention of 
an armament, which was l'alintingJy called the Army of 
England. The fact secms to be, that the power and tIle 

<-

influence of J3uonaparte, who had the command of thisa,i'fuy, 
lwd rendered him the object of jealousy and hatred to the 
Directory, who were equally glad with himself to have an 
excuse for changing the "current of these vast preparations 
from a hazardous, almost hopeless, enterprize, whose failure 
would hav(>, ended in equal disgrace both to the Directory 
and their general, into a romantic expedition that had the 
sanction of the old government for the attempt, and, at all 
('Ycnts, ""as more promising; of success than the pretended in­
raSH)!) of the British islands. The fame of Buonaparte re­
quired, in faet, to be supported, at that time, by some new 
and signal adventure ',:hich might be the means of rescuing 
Ilim frorn th~ scr-ondary part the Directory had reserved tCJf 
him, by the cnmmantl of a pretended expedition against their 
only remaining enemy. In this sitnation some of his friends, 
it is supposed, snggested to hinl the conquest of Egypt, 
which had long heen anobjcGtof the I"rench Goverrimctlt 
llnder thehlonarchy. ThebrilHancy ofsucba conq~est\Vas 
well suited to tIlC enteq>Tizing spirit and ambitiousYlthv8 of 
thc Con::can. It is 8uppos-ed, also,lhat thcmcJlloir;which 


