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CHAP. I
Impafiam'e of the Cape of Good Hope considered as a Military Station.

WHEN the Prince of Orange had departed from Holland,
and the subsequent affairs of that nation had rendered it suf-
ficiently obvious that the majority of the inbabitants of the
United Provinces were inclined to adopt the -revélutionary
pxmcxplcs of France, it became a measure of precaution, in
our government, to talg immediate possession of the Dutch
colonies. Among these the Cape of Good Hope claimed the
earliest attention, being considered as a settlement of too
great importance to be trusted in the hands of the Dutch
colonists, although it was well known that the principal as
well as the majority of the civil and military officers ‘were in-
debted to their Prince for the situations they ‘éflmjréyed in that
colonial government.

An cxpedmon was. accordingly sent out to take possessxon
of the Cape, not howcver in‘a lmstxle manner, but to hold it
in security for, and ‘in the name of, the Prince af Omng’e,
who had furmbhed letters dated from Londq ia thm: effect.
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dreaded on account of the consummate ignorance of the
bulk of the settlers.  Some French emissaries, tlxc?gac assiduous
disturbers of the peacc of mankind, who, snake-like, have
crept into every society and corner of the world, poisoning
the springs of harmony and good order, found little difficulty .
in urging a people, already so well dlspostd to carry their
new principles into practice. 'The few oﬂxcels of government
who were supposed to be attached to the cause of the Stadt-
holder, and friends to the old system, were completely sub-
dued ; and the weakness of the governor favored the views of
the disorderly citizens. 'Lhey became clamorous to declarc
themselves, by some public act, a free and independent 1¢-

public; they prepared to plant the tree of liberty ; and es-
tablished a convention, whose first object was to make out
proscribed lists of those who were either to suffer death by
the new-fashioned mode of the guillotine, which they had
taken care to provide for the purpose, or to be banished out
of the colony. - It is almost needless to state that the per-
s0NS, SO marked out to be the wctlms of an unruly rabble,
were the only worthy pcople in- the settlement, and most of
them.members of government.

- The slaves, wh@sc numbers of grown men, as I have before
obser\'bd, are about ﬁve to one of male whxtns who ha\e, ar-

| ,eﬁﬁble ngb‘f , of |
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man, they were encouraged to hope could not be verv
distant.

In this state of things the Butxsh fleet appeared before the
bay. The governor called an- extmordnmr) council to de-
liberate upon theé steps to be taken in this critical juncture.
Some were inclined to throw the settlement under the protec-
tion of the British flag, but the governor and the greater num-
ber, mﬂucnced and perhaps mtmndated by the citizens,
listened to the absurd proposals of 1csw"hng the English force
and, if successful, as they doubted not they would be, of set-
ting up immediately a free and independent republic of their
own. They talked of the thousauds and ten thousands of
courageous boors who, on the signal of alarm being given,
would flock to the Bataviin standard ; so ignorant were they
of the nature and the number of their valiant countrymen, The
burgher cavalry, a militia of country boors, who were then in
the: vicinity of the town, were immediately called out, and a
few hundreds reluctantly obeyed the summons. The, con-
duct and the cowardice of this undxbmplmed rabblc, ‘whose
martial spirit bad lutherto been tried only in their expeditions
against the natwe IIottentots, mlght f:asﬂy have been fore-
seen. A few shot from the America Shlp of war, striking the
rocks of Mmsenberfr soon c]aeared that important pass, amd,_
‘caused the regular tmops to retreat to Wynberg, whwh vs"a‘ :




SOUTHERN AFRICA. 165

Wynberg ; after which the brave burgher cavalry scampered
away to their respective howmes without once stopping to look
behind them.

The British troops, led on by General Sir James Craig,
under the orders of Sir Alured Clarke, marched to attack the
enemy on their elevated post; and having, by the assistance
of the sailors, brought his guns and artillery to bear upon
them, a few shot caused them to retreat within their lines.
The English encamped on the spot from which they had
dislodged the enemy ; who, finding it in vain any longer to
oppose a feeble resistance, sent,:in the middle of the night,
a flag of truce to propose a capitulation, which was acceded
to and, the next day, concluded between the two parties.
Most “of the members of the government that were well
disposed to the Prince of Orange, and had conducted them-
selves with propriety, were continued in office ; and thus the
plans of the Jacobin party were, for the present, completely
dcfcatef,}.

When the news of this ev ent ﬁrst reached Eng]and “the
acqmsmon of w valuable a settlement was consndemd of the
utmost xm ‘ortanca to the Brltlsh empue, and partu,ulanl _y to
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the management of the first political and commercial interests
of the empire-——Under what tenure it should be held
Whether the Cape should he considered as a foreign depen-
dency of the crown, and subj‘cct\ to the same regulations as all
the other colonies are; or, as a post to be.annexed to the
possessions which are under the ‘administration of the East
India Company ? Those who held the latter opinion as a mat-
ter of right quoted the charter granted by Queen Elizabeth, by
which the Company arc allowed the privilege of a fiec and
sole trade into the countries of Asia, Africa, and America,
or any of them beyond the Cape of Buona Esperanza, to the
Streights of Magellan. Those, who were inclined to think
that the charters of the East India Company gave them no
claim to the Cape, broyght forward the charter they received
from Charles the Second, in which no mention whatever is
made of Africa.

While thése questions were in agitation, two general plans
floated in the mind of Mr. Dundas (sow Lord Mdv:llc)
both of which werc so conceived as to combnw the interests
“of the public with those of the East India (ompany One
‘of these plans supposed the Cape: to be a foreign dependency
of the Crowt, and mcludcd such provxsmm and reguiatxons
as wele ”ompatlble thh the mtcrests and the ¢ z‘artered*"pn-
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adopted, the settlement was to be considered as dependent
on the Crown, and to be administered by the executive power,
as constitutionally responsible to Parliament.

Every precaution was also taken that the vights and privi-
leges of the Kast India Company should suffer no infringe-
ment. The exclusive advantage of supplying the Cape with
India and China gouds was immediately and unconditionally
granted to them. And the regulations adopted in conse-
quence by the Earl of Macartney, and the vigilance that
was constantly employed urder his government, prevented
and defeated every attempt to undermine their interests, and
were productive of a source of considerable profit to the
Cumpany

It was, in fact; ‘the well known integrity of his Lordship’s
_character, and the able and decided measures employed by
him, on various trying occasions, for pmmanng and combin-
ing the mtemats of the East Indla Company with the honor
of the Crown, and the commerclal prosperity of the British
Vemplre, that determined the minister in his choice of him as
trm’cmor for this important acquisition : and his Lmdsh:p
g ingly nominated, without his knowledge, whilst

e

iabse t on public service in Italy.

at that time, either by lus

b Cape would be-
perpetuity to Eng-
rawing up ipstructions
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and in framing such rerrulatmns as’ appeared to be Lest cal-
culated for promoting tbe prosperity of the colony,. securum
the interests of the East India Company, and extending the
commerce and navigation of Britain. Its importance, in
fact, was deemed of such magnitude, that it was a resolution
of the minwster ‘frVQm which he never meant to recede, « That
“ no foreign power, directly or indirectly, should obtain pos-
« session of the Cape of Good Hope, for, that it was the
“ physical guarantee of the British territories in India.”  lis
political importance, indeed, could be doubted by none ;. its
commercial advantages were believed by all.

Yet, after every precaution that had been employed for
sccuring the privileges, ingreasing the conveniency, and pro-
moting the interests, of the East India (A)mpany in this
settiement, it was but too apparent that an inclination pre-
vailed in some of the Directors to disparage or undervalue it.
What theu' motwes ‘may have been, I do not pretend to de-
termine ; nor will T suppose that a body of men, who have
always been remarkable for acting upon the broad basis of
national pmspenty, could, in the _present instance, 5o far de-
" viate from their usual line of cuuductf‘m to bend to the i m-‘

fluence of any little )calnusg about patbbnage of prerogative,
when the welfare of the pubhc was so nearly concerned.
The o;mmems of mcn, it is troe,’ when gmuuded on mm'alf
events, are, sometimes ﬁwltlve, and yield to cm:umstanc_
it were difficult, however, to assign any even
stance that could have opemwd 30 as to prodt
able grounds for a ‘change in the opinion_ of thi
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the East India Company, in the course of the last twenty
years, with regard to the value of the Cape of Good Hope:
many have occurred to enhance its importance.

That they did consider it of the utmost consequence, to-
wards the end of the American war, is sufficiently evident
from the conduct they adopted at that time. The moment
that a Dutch war was found to be inevitable, towards the
close of the year 1780, Lord North, whose sentiments on this
point were in perfect agreement with those of the Directors,
lost no time in communicating to the secret committee of the
East India Company the information of it; in order, that
“they might take or suggest such measures, without delay, as
the event might render most conducive to their mterests‘
The chairman and deputy chairman, who, if I mistake not,
at that time, were Mr. Devaynes and Mr. Sullivan, lost not
a moment in consulting with such of their officers as happened
to be then in. London, ~and were supposed to be qualified to
give good mformatxon "The result of their ‘deliberations was a
proposal, in the event of.a Dntch war, to take possession of
the Cape of Good Hope, as a measure of the utmost import-
-ance. to‘_tbe East India Companys concems, and as' this
the concurrence of the minister; a squadron was
i patched under the command of Commodore
i nder his convoy their outward- bound
refmsb_ments in Porta Praya Bay,
m he fnught an inde-:

1 “Vmach the Cape
ate of security that
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ﬂ?ﬁé’mmodoze did not think it pfﬁdent to'make the attack,
Jpit contented himself with the capture of a few Dutch India-
men in Saldanha Bay . whilst - the French Admiral, havmg
refitted and refreshed his squadmn at the Cape, proceeded to
Mauritius, and from thence to the Indian Seas with his ships
and men in. the hlghest order ; a circumstance that was at-
tended with no small degree of detriment and annoyance to
the tradxe and ‘possessions of the East India Company, as
well ‘as of expence and inconvenience to the Crown. For the
failure, in the grand object of this expedition, not only gave
the enemy the vast advantage of landing and refreshing their
seamen and troops, who were soon recruited by the invigorat-
ing effects of a temperate climate and abundance of fresh
provisions, fruits, aund vegetables, but it likewise enabled him
to keep a fleet almost constantly at sea, by the provisions
and naval stores it received from the Cape through Mauritiyg,
by agents resxdmg at the former place. Their own islands %
Mauritius and Bourbon furnish no such supply, their produc-
tions not bemg adequate to the consumption of the inhabitants
and the gamsons

The Frencb in fmct, have always cqntrwcd to refit a”ﬁ
provision their ships, and to send: ‘thelr armaments supplied
with stores to the Indian Seas from the Cape of Good Hopc
Had it not been for the supphcs furnished from’ tbts settle-
'ment, together with the possession of the harbour of :
malée, it would havc been utterly 1mpossxbha for Su;
have supported his fleet, or maintained the contestﬁwit&
the manner he did.
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It was not, indeed, without a full conviction of its great
utility to England, as well as of encumbrance to the Dutch,
by .the enormous expence it occasioned, that Mr. Dundas
was induced, in the consxderatlons on the treaty be*tween
Great Bmtam and Holland, transmitted to the British. ambas—
sador at the Hague in 1787, to pmpose to them the ‘cession
of certain statlons in India, which were to them of little
weight, either in a political or commercial point of view..
The 1easonmg employed on this occasion was, ¢ That the
“ Cape was invaluable in the hands of a maritime power, be-
“ ing really and truly the key to India, which no hostile fleet
“ could pass or repass, as the length of the previous voyage,
“ either from India or ‘Europe, must have disabled such a
« fleet, in a certain- degree, before it could reach the Cape—
« that it was the interest of Holland itself that the Cape and
- Trmcomalée should belong to (n‘eat Bma.m “because Hol-
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have d choice of their own. - In his letter to Mr. Dundas,
dated October 1797, he observes, « The pewer and influence
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‘of Holland appear to me so xrretnevable, that it is unpos-

sible she can ever agam hold an mdependent possession of
the Cape Indeed, before the war, she was neither rxch‘
enough to mmntam its: estabhshments, nor ‘strong enough

1o govem 1ts people, and, I believe, had it not been for our
‘_conquest of the country, it would soon have attempted to
become independent. As Holland is likely to be in future

:,_!ess powerful at home, and consequently less respectable
"

abroad, and as the Cape would be a burthen to her, not
easy to bear, it would not be against her interest. to ;Qave it
in our hands, for.in such case she might derive, wit,
expence, all the advanﬁé.ges of its original intentigg,
was that of a place of refreshment for her cofimerce to
the eastward “and ‘there are other circumstances ‘which,
were shc now’ ‘in'a situation dispassionately to consider, I
have reason to 1magme, would lead her to adopt this sen-,;
tuuent. The I"rench (who, to speak of tlzem;xu the lan-~




SOUTHERN AFRICA. 173
“ system, and adopt such measures as will shut them out of
“ India entirelyy and render the possession of the Cape and
< of the isles of France and Bourbon of as little use to then
“ as possible.”

LA

‘Whatever might have been the feelings of the Dutch with
regard to the Cape, under the old government, I have hi-é'h
authority in saying that Holland never did expect, and in-
deed had scarcely a wish for, the restoration of this colony at
a peace; well knowing that they would be: allowed by the
Enghsh to enjoy the advantages of refreshmg and provxsxon—
ing their ships, without the ‘expence of mamtammg it. In
fact they are utterly unable to support a garrison sufficient
for its defence ; and so conscious were they of it that a pro-
position was ‘made, on the part of Schimmelpenninck, to
declare the Cape a free port, to he placed ynder any flag
except theu' own. But the only: power thatﬁHolland pos-
sessed, in frammg the’ treaty of peace, was fmere name ;
and all'the territories that were nominall y réstored 'the Bata-
vian Repubhc were wrtually gwen opto France. A5 a pr’oof
qf the superior. hght in wlnch the Dutch consxder their settle-

: n ‘ ' their coffee; pepper,
ey have com-
“war, which, with
eeded for the de-
ﬁ'dm these they
f‘iburden which
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I bave stated thus much wnh regald to the opmlons that
bave hitherto been held of the importance of the Cape of
Good Hope to the British trade and settlements i in India, at
a time when we were made to feel the inconvenience of its
being in the possesswm of an enemy, or even of a neutral
power, because a very sensible change of opinion appears to
bave taken placa from the very moment it became a de-
penden(:y on the British Crown. For it is very certain that
‘the Dxrectors of the East India Com pany did not only assume
an. affected mdnﬂ'erence. with regard to this settlement, but
employed agents to- depreciate its value in the House of
Commons, and endeavoured to discourage the retention of it
in the most effectual manner they possibly could have thought
of, by shewing and pro'fmg to_the world, as t‘oey unagmed
they bad done, that the possessxon of the Cape was of no use
‘whatsoever to their commerce, or their concerns in India:
With:this view the commanders of all the ships in their em-
ploy were f@”ﬂndden, in the most pomtwe terms, to touéh at
the Capetzﬁ her in’ thexr outward or the;r hom ward bound
passage, oxcept such, on the retun woyagg, as were destined
to supply the settloment with Indian goods.

But " this ill-judged and '
Though -*tpe strength and

G raer d.efeated 1tself
n“‘of Enghsh sﬁame"’
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in time of war, constitute frequently more than two-thirds of

thé crew. These poor creatures, whose chief sustenance is

rice, oil, and vegetables, are ill calculated to suﬂ'el a long

, pnvatmn of theu' usual diet, and still less so to bear tbe cold
of the southem ocean, especially in the winter season. . By

them the Cape was looked up to as a half-way house, where

a stock of fresh supplies was to be had, and where the delay

- of a few days had a wonderful effect in recruiting their health
~ and spirits. And the event very soon shewed that such a haif-
‘way house, to such peop]e, was mdepensablv necessary ; for the

Directors were obliged to cout érmand their order as far as it
regarded those ships that were pavigated by the black natives

of India.

Whenever it has. happened that government was under the
necesmty of sendmg out troops in ships navigated by Lascars,
‘a greatet degree; f sickness and mortality hab prevailed than
in slnps enurely mmmed by ~Europeans ; and under such cir- f
cumstances it would : wghly cumma] to. attempt to run
‘from Europe to Indla wztho‘ t stcppmg at somc mtel medlate
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Arives under incurable disease. I think I have heard that
more than three out of five are calculated upon as able
anter the lists on their arrival-in India; and that of those
may chance to arrive in tolerable health, a greas pro-
n may be expected to die in the seasoning, from the

portl
debilifating effects of a hot climate. India is, perhaps, the
worst Ylace in ‘the whole .world for forming an European

recruit §nto aysoldier. Unable to bear the fa'arrue of being
exercisedyy his )splrlts are moreover depressed by observing
exertion men of the same rank and condition as
himself af accustomed to make. It cannot, therefore, be
denied tha} as Iong as it shall be found neccssary to recruit
our large aymies in India with European troops, it would
be a most Wesirable ob)ept to be in pmscssmn of some
middle statxo\ to break the length of the sea-voyage, a sta-
tion which atRthe same time enjoys a middle. temperature
of climate, bet¥een the extremes ot heat and cold, to season
the body and a ‘pt it to sustain an incrcased quantity of the
one or th&; other

The Cape of Hood Hope eminently. pomts out such a
station. Tts geogfaphlcal pos;tmn on the globe 18 50 com-
manding a feature, \that the bare | mSPﬁ : f" of a map, with-
out any other mfg,}matmn, must. at once obtrude its im-
pm'tance and value m ﬁus re:spcxt Tts' dlsrance fmm the
coast of Brazil is the voyage of a month; fmm the Dutch
colomes of Surmam, Demarara, Berbice, and Esmqhbbo,
with the West India 1slﬂnd5, six weeks; the same to the R
Sea ; and two months 0 the vo&sts of Malabar oro-
mandel. With the east and the west coasts of Afitca and
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the adjacent islands, it commands a ready communication at
all scasons of the year. A place so situated, just half way
between England and India, in a temperate and wholesome
climate, and productive of refreshments of every description,
would naturally be supposed to hold out such irresistible ad-
vantages to the East India Company, not only by its happy
position and local asgendancy, but also by the means it af-
fords of opening a new market and intermediate depository
for their trade and commodities, that they would bave been
glad to purchase, at any price, an acquisition of such im-

mense importance; and that such great advantages as it |
possessed, however they mlght be blinked by some or un-
known to others, would speedily have forced a general con-
viction of their value, in spite of real ignorance or affected

mdifference.

One might also have supposed . that the possession of the -
Lapc of Good Hope would have suggested itself to the East
India Company as a place which would have removed many,
if not all, of the: dlf’ﬁcultxes that occurred. to them, on the
,renewal of their pnvﬂeges in 1798, when a depdt for their
recruits in Britain. was in contemplatwn The principal re-
gulatxmmpropmd for such depository.of troogs, as contained
m «: Historic ,«Vzew of Plans for. Bmm Indza, " were the fol-
i 1 gﬁ of th 3 Cqmpanys recruits should

n.or ,-because, at this period
accommodate itself
ﬂfggchmatewtha.t the
Hwered to transfer to
digent youths as might
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“ be found guilty of misdemeanors and irregularities ap-
« proaching tocrimes—that the said officers of police and others
“ should be authorized to engage destitute and helpless young
 uen in a service, where they would have a comfortable sub-
“ sistence, and an honourable employment—that the young
“ men so pmwred should be retained in Great Britain, at the
* depot, for a certain time, in order to-be instructed in such
“ hranches of education as would qualify for the duty of a non-
« comimnissioned officer, and in those military exercises which
« form them for immediate service in the regiments in India.”

Now of all the places on the surface of the globe, for the
establishment of such a dep6t, the Cape of Good Hope is pre-
cminently distinguished. ' In the first place, there would be
no difficulty in conveying them thither. At all seasons of
the year, the outward bound ships of the Company, private
traders, or whalers, sail from England, and the more they
were distributed among the ships the greater the probability
would be that none of them died on the passage. There.is
not, perhaps, any place on the face of the earth Which in
every respect is so suitable as the Capeé for fermmg them into
soldiers. It possesses, among other good qualities, three
advantages that are mvaluable—-—-healthme»s of climate—
cheapness of mxbsxstcncc—-—and a favoumble situation for
speedy mtercourse with most parts of the world, and par—
ticularly with Indm. ~ Ishall make a few remarks on each of
these points.

To establish the fact of the heal thmess of its chmabe, 1do
consider it as necessary to produce copies of the regular returns
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of deaths in the several regiments that, for scven years, have
been stationed at the Cape of Good Hope. Such dry details
furnish very little of the useful and less of the agreeabic.
They might, indeed, serve to shew, on a comparison "with
other returns sent in from different foreign stations, how very
trifling was the mortality of troops in this settlement. It will
be sufficient, hbwe‘ver, for my purpose to observe, that Lord
Macartuey, 1in order to save a vast and an unnecessary ex-
pence to the “public, found it expedient to brecak up the
hospital staff, which, in fact, was become perfectly uscless,
there being at that time no sick whatsoever in the general
hospital, and so few as scarcely worth the noticing in the
regimental hospitals ; and the surgeons of the regiments ac-
knowledged that those few under their care were thu victims
of intemperance and irregularity. At this time the strenwth
of the gamson cons:sted of more than five thousand men.

- ‘Sh‘ortlyf ‘a’fterﬂ the capture, it is true, a considerable sickness
_prevailed among the British troops, and great numbers died,
a circumstance that was noticed, and at the same time fully
“explained, by General Sir James Craig in his letter to Mr.
Dundas, about three months after the cession of the colony.
He: absarves that the soldlem of the Dutch Easf Indm Com-
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until a supply of blankets and camp utcnsxls of every kind
could be sent out from England.

Invalids from India recover very quickly at the Cape. The
servants of the Bast India Company are allowed to proceed
thus far on leave of abfence without prejudice to their rank ;
and here they generally experience a speedy recovery. The
two Boy regiments, whom 1 have already mentioned to have
suffered severely on the passage from England in ships navi-
gated by Tascars, and who landed in fact at the height of a
malignant and contagious disease, rapidly recovered ; and,
in the course of two years, from being a parcel of  weakly
boys, unable to carry their musquets, ‘hecame-& ™\ ty fine
regiments, fit for service ia any part of the world. When the
orders, indeed, for the final evacuation of the Cape were
countermanded, ‘the 34th regiment, which two years Before
bad excited the pity of every one Who saw them, enfeebled
as they were by disease, and unfit, from their tender years,
for the fatigues of soldiers, was now a very essentxal part of
the strength of the gamson |

It may, thcrefore, I thmk be aafaly cancluded that the
climate of the Cape is not. only. salubnous, but that it is par--
ticularly. f«woumble for formmg ycmng and ; raw recruits into .
soldiers.  And it would appear, moreover, that the salutary
effects of this’ chmate are not merely Jocal, bu ‘bat their
seasomng aﬁcacy is’ extended beyond the hy wphere( of
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India, and the still more trying situation of the voyage thither.
'The constitution would seem to acquire, by a few years resi-
dence at the Cape, a strength and vigour which not only en-
able it to surmount the inconveniencies of the sea, but,
contrary to what usoally happens, to sustain the fatigue of
long and continued marches jn a hot climate, immediately
after disembarkation.

"The truth of this observation was made evident by a num-
ber of instances which occurred during the seven years that
the Cape remaincd in our possession; but in none more
strongly than that, in the government of Lord Macartney,
when three almost complete regiments of infantry, the 84th,
the 86th, and the Scotch brigade, were embarked and sent
off, at a few days’ notice, under the command of Major-Ge-
neral Baird, to join the army of India against Tippoo Sultaun.
This reinforcement, consisting of upwards of two thousand
men in their shoes, arrived to a man, and in the highest state
of health ; took the field the day after their landmg; marched
into the Mysore country; co-operated with the Indian army,
and contributed very materially towards the conquest of
Seringapatam. The very man (Majm~General Baird), under
whose command they sailed from the Cape but a few months
before, led them on to storm this celebrated. capital of the
Mysore kmgdqm,,._

One ‘might have “upp@s&d that the facility and success of
,th\rowmg rein rcemants "d\jm,xmmplnﬁad in this re-
stamped on the minds of the

:mmkable mstam:e, ‘would h
'Dmctm‘q of the East India Company an indelible value on
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the Cape.  « By possessing and improving the advantages of
“ seasoning and preparing our troops at the Cape,” obscrves
Lord Macartney in his letter to Tord Melville on the import-
ance of the scttlement, dated April the 25th, 1801, « 1 had
“ it in my power, almost at a moment’s notice, to send to
“ Madras, under the command of Major-General Baird,
about two thousand effective men in the bighest health,
vigor, and discipline, who cminently contributed to the
capture of Seringapatam, and the total subversion of the
« power of Tippoo.”

1t did not scem, however, to have made any such impression
on the East IndiaCompany ; at least their conduct and opinions
did not indicate any chahge in consequence of it.  Nor could
their inflexible indifference be roused by the multiplied in-
stances which occurred of the solid advantages, every one of
which clearly demonstrated the importanee, of having a suitable
station for the seasoning and training of young troops to act,
on any emergency and at a short notice, in their service, and
for the protection of their vast possessions in India. Had not
the very striking instance above recited ‘been considered as
sufficient to stamp the value of the Cape, the reinforcement
of troops that was sent from thence, to accompany the ex-
pedition of Sir Home Popham teo the Red Sca, it might be
supposed, would have forced conviction of the unportame of
such a station. On thxs occasion were cmbmked,: at almost
a moment’s warning, twelve hundred eflective men, camposed
of detachments of artillery, cavalry, and mfuntry, who 2l
arrived to a man, at Cossir, a port in the Red Sea, from
“whence they were found capable of immediately s:tsuxmng
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long and fatiguing marches, notwithstanding the heat of the
climate, the heaviness of the ground, and the scarcity o
water. The 61st Regiment, Sir Robert Wilson observes
landed at Cossir after having been near sisteen weeks or
board, without having one sick man, though the strength ol
the regiment exceeded nine hundred men.

A thousand difficulties, it appears, were started in Eng-
land with regard to the sailing of this expedition, by peoplc
who derive their information only from defective books, and
not from local knowledge. 'The season of the Monsoon was
stated to be unfavorable for the navigation of the Red Sea,
and the deserts by which it was bordered were held to be
totally impassable. Bat to vigorous and determined minds
few things are insurmountable. * The man (Lord Melville)
“ who projected, and persevered in, the expedition to Egypt,”
saw very clearly that the expedition to the Red Sea could
not fail under proper caution and management, and thc event
proved that he was rnght

Having thus sufficiently shewn, as I conceive, the import-
ance of the Cape as a military station, or depositary of troops,
as faras mgards the healthiness of the climate, and the effects
produced on the constitution of soldiers, by being seasoned
and exercmsed a short time there, I shall now proceed to state
the compm vely small expence at which the soldier can be
subsnsted oh th! ystat'wrg, and the saving that must necessarily
ensie bo’kh to. Go\emment and tbc East India Company, by
sending their recruits to the Cape to be trained for service
either in'the East orithe West Indies.  And as some of his
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‘Majesty’s late ministers, in discussing its merits on the question
of the peace of Amiens, justified the surrender ou the ground of
its heing an expensive settlement, I shall be more particular on
this head, in order to prove to them, what indecd I imagine
they are now sufficiently convinced of, how much they had
mistaken the subject; and that the cant of economy was but
a poor justification for the sacrifice of a place of such im-
portance.

The Cape of Good Hope is the only military station that
we cver possessed, and perhaps the only garrison that exists,
where the soldier can be subsisted for the sum of money
which is deducted out of his pay in consideration of his being
furnished with a daily“ration or fixed proportion of victuals.
In other places, government, by feeding the soldier in this
manner, sustains a very considerable loss ; that is to say, the
ration costs more money than that which is deducted from
his pay; but it is a necessary loss, as the soldier could not
possibly subsist himself out of his pay in any part of the
world, unless in those places where provisions are as cheap as
at the Cape of Good Hope. Here each ‘ration costs the go-
vernment something less than sixpence, which was the amount
of the stoppage deducted in lieu of it. But each individual
soldier ‘could not bave supplied his own ration for ‘eightpence
or nincpence at the very least, so that the gain made by govern-
ment, in furnishing the rations, was also a saving, as well as a
great accommodation, to the soldicrs, . At home, and in “dif-
ferent parts abroad, as I have been mformed ‘the ration
stands the govemmcnt 1 different sums from tcu ice to
‘half-a-crowa. o |
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At the Cape of Good Hope, some twenty years ago, two
pound of butchers’ meat cost one peany; at the capture by
the English the price had advanced to one pound for two-
pence ; yet, notwithstanding the increased demand, occa-
sioned by the addition of five thousand troops and near three
thousand seamen, frequently more than this number, with all
the various attempts. and combinations that werc practised
(and, on a certain occasion in the ycar 1800, very unwisely
countenanced by high authority) to raise the price of this ar-
ticle, the contract for supplying the garrison was never higher
than at the rate of two and five-cighths pounds for sixpence.
"T'wo pounds of good wholesome bread might be generally
purchased for twopence. LEven in the midst of a scarcity,
which threatened a famine, bread rose no higher than two-
pence the pound ; and all kinds of fruit and vegetables are so
abundant, and so cheap, as to be within the reach of the
poorest person. A pint of good sound wine may be pro-
cured at the retail price of threcepence; and were it not
for the circumstance of the licence for selling wine by re-
tail being farmed out as one source of the colonial revenue,
a pint of the same wine would cost littie more than thlcC-
‘halfpence.

'Ihe farmma out of the wine hccnce was a subject of gnc\—
ance to _the &soldler, as it compelled him to buy his winc in
small quantatxes at the licensed houses, when the civilians and
housekeepem were allowed to purchase it in casks of twenty
gallans, at the rate of five or six rixdollars the cask, which is
just about haif the retall price. he was obliged' to pay for it,
Yet, vexatious as such a tegulation appeared to be, it was
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still sufficiently cheap to enable the soldier to purchasc fully
as'much as was useful to him.. Numbers of the soldiers, iu-
deed, contrived to save money out of their pay. The 91st
regiment of Highlanders, in particular, was known to have
remitted a good deal of money to their families in Scotland ;
and many of the serjeants of the different regiments, at the
evacuation of the colony, had saved from one to two hundred -
pounds in ha,rd money.

In the year 1800 the government, in order to bring a little
more money into the treasury by the wine licence, chreeted
by proclamation, that the retail sellers should demand frq_xm,-v
the soldier the increased price of eightpence the bottle, in-
stead of sixpence, which, however, they had prudence enough
to decline. - The sum blought into the government treasury
by tolerating this monopoly, averaged about seventy thou-
sand rixdollars annually. But in the event of the Cape fall-
ing again into our hands, which sooner or later must happen,
if it be an objeci’;to secure our Indian possessions, it would
be wise to supply this part of the revenue by some other
means. " o |

Government likewise derived other profits besides those
which accrued from the cheapness of the rations. The De-
puty-Paymaster-General drew bills. on his Majestys Pay-
masters-General in England, in exchange for the paper:cur-
rency of the colony, in: which all the contmgent audlﬂxtra{
ordinary expences of the gartison were paid. There was ’ir,
in fact, any other cn'cuiatmg medium than this ¢
reacy which was sanctioned by the Lnglwh at;,t,he
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tion. The hard money that was brought inte the colony
from time to time, for the purpose of paying the troops,
always found its way to India and China, which made it
extremely difficult for the Paymaster to collect the necessary
sums. - But so tenacious was Lord Macartney in adhering to
the principle of paying the soldiers in specie, that, notwith-
standing the difficulties and the delay which sometimes oc-
carred in procuring it, be chose rather to let the troops go
in arrear, than pay them in paper with the highest premium
added teit, to prevent the possihility of a suspicion entering
a soldier’s wind, that he might be cheated. The preminm
whieh Government bills bore in exchange. for paper currency
fluctuated from five to thirty per ceut., but was fixed, for the
greater palt of the tlmc, at twenty per ceat. They would,’i.‘
mduad have advanced to a much higher rate; for the mer-
chant, unable to make his remittances to any great extent in
colanial produce, or in India goods, which, if permitted,
might have been injurious to the interests of the East India
Company, was under the necessity of purchasing these bills.
Lord Macartney, however, considered it expedient to fix the
premium at twenty per cent., deeming it right that govern-
ment bills should bear the hxghest pretmum of bills that
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their scarcity. To have issucd them at par with the paper
currency to be trafficked with for the benefit of individuals,
when that profit could fairly and honorably be applied to the
public service, would be a criminal neglect in those who werc
entrusted with the government. The merchant, no doubt,
took carc to cover the per cenfage paid on his remittances by
a proportionate advance on his goods ; and thus the exchange
might operate as a trifling indirect, tax on the general con-
sumer of forcign a:tmlos, which the mcrcach prosperity of
the colony very well enabled thcm to pay.

The amount of bills thus drawn for the contingent and ex- -
traordinary expences of the army, from the 1st ot October
1795, when the colony 4as taken, to the 28th of July 1802,
the time it should have been cvacuated, as appears from thé
Deputy Paymaster's books, is 1,045,8144. 14s. 1d. upon
part of which (for part was drawn at par for specie) the profit
derived to his' Majesty’s government amounts to the sum of
115,7191. 8s. 1d.

Another source of profit, whiph"might have been very con-
siderable, was derived from the importation of specie. The
pay of the soldiers, as 1 have observed above, was mvanably
‘made in hard money, and not. in paper currency., The
Spamsh dollar was issued in payment to the troops. at the
rate of five slullmos sterlmo', which was always its nominal
value at the Cape and, Limagine, it might have beer :pnr-
chased and sent out at four shdhrms and fourpe; ‘ king
thus a pmﬁt. of more th.m fifteen per, cxem: onth
as on the em.tmonhnams, of thc army. + The
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thus imported amounted to 103,426/. 18s. 8d. Upon which,
supposing the whole sent oyt by government, which I under-
stand was not exactly the case, though nearly so, the profits
must have been 15,514/ at home, besides an additional profit
of 7101. 13s. 3d. arising from a small quantity of specie
bought in the Cape. As government, however, did not send
out a sufficient supply from home, the Paymaster was some-
times under fhe necessity of purchasing hard money at a
higher rate than five shillings the ‘dollar, and consequently
suffered a loss, as this was the invariable rate at which it was
issued to the troops. About. four thousand pounds of copper
money were sent out, in penny pleces, which were circulated
at twopence, from which there was consequently another
profit derived of 4000/ This was done by the advice of the
police maglstrdtes, who were confident that unless this no-
minal and current value should be put upon it, the foreigners
trading to India would carry it as well as the silver out of

¢

the colony

Shortly aftéi' tlie capture of the Cape, Geueral Craig, find-
ing pt 1mp0351ble to YTaise, upon bills, a suﬂiczcnt sum of
paper currency to defray the extraordmanes of tiue army,
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By taking these sums together, namely,

Profit on bills drawn L.115719 3 1

on specie imported - 16,224 13 3
~—— On copper money - 4,000 0 O
——— on paper money circulated 17,500 0 0O

‘We have L. 153,443 16

which may be considered as a clear gain to the government,
(independent of the saving on each ration,) and, conse-
quently, a lessening of the expenditure that was occasioned
at the Cape of Good Hope.

As this expenditure has publicly been declared of such
“enormous magnitude as to overbalance all the advantages re- '
sulting from the possession of the settlement, and we have
already seen how important these advantages are, when con-,
sidered only in one point of view, it may not be amiss to
point out, in as correct a manner as the nature of the subject
will admit, the exact sum expended in any one year, in the
military department, atthe Cape of Good Hope. The year
- 1 shall take is from May 1797 |tlo May‘17?_98, when the gar-
ison was strongest ; consisting of
o

_ rhez:t:} Light Dragoons.

The 84th)
“,imhL Infantry
. o Olst
Scotch Brigade,
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In that year the estimate was made up

following extract :

1‘

0. Ordnance department, including artillery

Subsistence of the non-commissioned of-
ficers and privates of the two regiments
of dragoons and four regiments of in-
fantry, for one year, according to the new
rate of payment, deducting for rations
and hospital charges, - - -

. Clothing and contingent expences for

ditto, - - = - - -

. Full pay of the commissioned officers of

two regiments of dragoons, and four regi-
ment#of infantry for one year, according
to the latest regulations, - -

. Staff officers and hospital establishment

of one inspector, two physicians, one pur-
veyor, four surgeons, two apothecaries,
and nine hospital mates, - “

. Commissary-General’s -department, in-

cluding engineers, which alone amounts
to 17,2250 165, 5ds = - =

_ expences, - - - -

7.

Deputy Quarter—'Master General’s - de-
partment, mcludmg lodging money to
“officers, which amounts to about 40001
‘and bat and’ fomge for 200 days about

60@01 in the w‘]f'ﬁ"";

195
according to the

55,729 2 6

28,133 13 2

43,667 14 8

11,178 2 6

107,794 10 11

18,536 14 4

25,000 0 o

Total amount of one yeur’s expence L 290,339 ﬁ 1
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Or, we may, perhaps, be able to come still nearer the
truth, by taking the total expenditure .ofr the whole seven
years, thus:

Amount of bills drawn by the Deputy Pay-

master General for paper and specie,

for the pay and subsistence of the non-

commissioned officers and privates, and

for the extraordinaries of the army for

‘seven years, - - 1,045,814 14 ¥
Specie imported and bong\\t {abom) -~ 111000 ¢ ©
Clothing and contingent, expences at the

rate as above specified per year, - 196,:93‘5 12 2
Full pay of the commxssxgped officers of six “
- regiments, as above, for seven years, 305674 2 8
Ordnance department for seven years, 129,757 O 4

Total amount L. 1,789,181 9 &

which total amount, divided by seven, gives 255,5971. 7.
for the annual average expence incurred in the military de-
partment at the Cape of Good Hope. But it would be the
helght of absurdity to say, that even thm sum, moderate as it
is, was ap addttwnal expence to Government in consequence
of the capture “of this settlement ; since it is not only com-~
posed of the expences of maintaining the garrison, and the
contingencies and extraordinaries of the army, but it in~
cludes, likewise, the pay, the subsrstence, anﬁ ﬂm c!mhmg
of an army of five khousand men, Now', -t '. 00 Just
bave been fed, clothed, and paid in svy cther place, as w&l}
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as at the Cape of Good Hope, and, as I hava shewn, at a
much greater expence, it is certainly not fair to charge this
sum to the account of the garrison of the Cape. FEven in
peace the commissioned officers would have received their
half pay, which alone would amount to a sum from 100,0008

to 150,0001. \

There are not, therefore, any grounds for considering the
Cape in the light of an expensive settlement. In fact, the
sums of money, which have been expended there, dwindle into
nothing upen a comparison with those in some of the West In-
diaislands, whose importance is a feather whenweighed against
that of the Cape of Good Hope. Viewing it only as a point.
of security to our Indian possessions, and as a nursery for
maturing raw recruits into complete soldiers, the question of
expence must fall to the ground. Of the several millions
that are annually raised for the support of government at
home, and its dependencies abroad, a small fraction of one
of these millions may surely be allowed for the maintenance
of a station whose advantages are incalculable. One single
fact will sufficiently prove the fallacy of holding out the Cape
as an expensive garrison. The price of good bread was one
penny & pound, of good mutton and fresh beef. twopence,
of good sound wine little more than one shilling the gallon,
of fruit and wegetables of every descnphon a mere trifie,

Ifin sm,:@i ; e mamtenance‘of the garrison be at-
N ”stxest with the gos

 to any unfawmbla‘
full powers are. en-
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trusted to weak and corrupt governors, and numerous and
Ainnecessary appointiments are creaicd, every station, what-
ever the loeal advantages may be, will become expensive.

But the expenditure necessary for the support of the gare
rison of the Cape, trifling even in war, could be no object
whatsoever in time. of peace. 'The fortifications, which were
in the most ruinous condition when the place was taker,
being finished in a complete manuner, would reguire no fur-
ther expence than that of merely keeping the works in repair,
which might amount, perhaps, to an annual sudf¥ of five
thousand pounds. The contingencies and extraordinaries of
the army could not, at the utmost, amount o twenty thou~
sapd pounds; so that twenty-five or thirty thousand pounds
would be the extent “of the contingent and extraordinary ex-
pences of the Cape in time of peace ; a sum that, by proper
management, and a prudent application of the revenues of
the colony, might easily be defrayed out of the public trea-
sury, and leave a surplus adequate to all the demands of the
civil department, together with the necessary repairs of public
works and buildings. |

It may be necessary that I should give the grounds upon
which 1 calculate. From a review of the colonial revenues,
I find that the ‘average in the Dutch Government in ten
years, from 1784 to 1794, was little more than 1()0,000 Fix-
dollars yeaﬂy, but that by the regulations and: rxew xmpasts
made - by the Dutch Comumissaries General in’ 1793, the
amount in the’ followmg year was 211,568 rixdollars. They
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afterwards experienced a considerable increase, and from the
first year of Lord Macartney’s administration thc_y Tose gra-
dually as follows :

From the 1st Oct. 1797 to the 30th Sept. 1798,

they were - - - R.d. 822,512 7 5
1st ditto 1798 to ditto 1799 - 360,312 0 O

1st ditto 1799 to ditto 1800 - 309,596 0 O
1st ditto 1800 to ditto 1801 - 450,713 2 4

And it is here not unworthy of notice, that from' the mo-
ment of the preliminaries of peace being known they fell,
the last year’s produce being only

From 1st Oct. 1801 to 50th Sept. 1802 389,901 6 O

And in the following year, as far of 1t as was expired, they
were still less productive. ‘

In their state of progressive improvement under the British
Government, without a single additional tax being laid but,
on the contrary, some taken off and others modified, arrcars
of Jand-rent remitted and again accumulating, I think that
under. t’he British flag we nnghl without any danger of ex-
aggemtmn, reckan upon a net annual revenue of half a

Trixdol v,"qr one hundred thousand pounds currency.
The annuai average. expenditnre, mcdudmg ‘salaries and con-
tingencies of departmcms, with the necessary repairs of public
works and bmldmgs, were, under the administrations of Lord
Macartney and Lieutenant-General Dundaa, at the most
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about 500,000 rixdollars or 60,0004 Suppnse then the con-
tingencies and extraordinaries “of the army to be 30,0007
the whole sum required would be 90,0004 or 450,000 rix-
dollars, the exact amount of the colonial revenue at thgz close
of the year 1801. |

The point of view, in which the importance of the Capeé
next presents itself to our consideration, is its local position, as
being favourable for distributing troops to any part of the
globe, and especially to our settlements in the east, with faci-
lity and dispatch; which is not by any means the least among
those advantages it possesses as a military station. Im-
portant as the considerations are of healthiness of climate andt
cheapness of subsistence where a dep6t of troops is intended to
be formed, its value in these respects would very materially
be diminished by great distance from, or difficulty of convey-
ance to, those places where t,hclr services are most likely to be
requiréd. '

The longer the voyage the less effective will the troops be
on their arrival ; and delay is dangerous, even to a proverb.
Perhaps it is not saying (oo much, that we are indebted in a
‘very high degree to the Cape for the conquest of Mysore and
the ovenhrow of Tippoo; not merely from the remforccments
that were sent from thence to join the Indian army,. though
they. emmenﬂy contributed to the conquest of Sermgaputam,
but from the speedy mtelhgence ubtamed of the tratsactions
carrying on at the Isle of France in col sequence f the arrival
of the Sultaun’s agents, 6f which they were e xreiy“xgnarant
in ladia, but which, by the wg; ance z aud precaution of Lard
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Macartney, were detected and communicated to the Gover-
nor-general of Bengal. ¢ I received,” the Marquis of Wel-
lesley observes in his dispatch to the Court of Directors, ¢ on
“ the 18th of June 1798, a regular authentication of the pro-
“ clamation (of the Governor of the Isle of France) in a
« letter from his Excellency the Earl of Macartney, dated the
« 98th of March.” = And he acted, on this intelligence, with
that prudence, promptitude, and spirit, for which the charac-
ter of the noble Marquis is so eminently distinguished. The
object of Tippoo was to gain time in order that he might
strengthen his position and augment his forces. But the
rapid movement of our troops towards his capital, as soon as
his hostile views were confirmed, frustrated his plans, and ef-
fected the total subversion of his country. Both the moment
of attack and the reinforcement from the Cape were acknow-
ledged to be important; in either of which a failure might
have proved fatal to the campaign, and would, at all events,
have postponed the day of victory.

The almost incredible celerity, with which twelve hundred
effective men joined the Egyptian army in high health and
spirits from the Cape of Good Hope, is another instance that
must force conviction of its vast impoitance as a military sta-
tion. 'The advantages indeed that are afforded by its geogra-
phical posztmn of . acquiring and conveymg intelligence with
respect o the affairs of nelghbounng nations; or of transport-
ing troops, are by no wmeans’ p)*ecarmus or dependmg on
cely a week in the year in which

chance ;. - there: bemg
Enghsh ‘awhalers or mercha‘mmen, or sb:ps of netitral powers,
do-not touch at the Cape, espécially on their outward  bound
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voyage. And few of these are unwilling to engage as trans-
ports.

It appears from the books of the Custom-house, and the re-
turns of the Captain of the port, that there sailed from the
Cape

In 1799 - 108 ships

1800 - 109 ditto

1801 - 130 ditto

1802 - 131 ditto

being, in four years, 473 ships,
besides the men of war and coasting vessels. Of these 82
were Americans, 66 Danes, 24 Portugueze, 15 from Ham-
burgh, and 6 Swedes, 4 from Prussia and Bremen, and the

rest English. '

The Americans, for some years past, have been establishing
a very considerable carrying trade from the eastward on the
ruins of the Dutch commerce, and have acquired no small
portion of the India and China commerce. The ships of this
nation have always found it convenient to touch at the Cape,
partly for the sake of refreshing their crews, but with a view,
at the same time, of disposing of the whole or any part of
their cargo to advantage. This cargo is generally lumber, or
it is composed of what they quaintly terin notions, from the
great variety and assortment of goods which they take a fancy,
or notion, may succeed. In payment of such a cargo they are
glad to get bills on India for hard money, which they carry
to China to pmchabe teas, nankeens, and poxwimn. hom
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the Cape to India they are always glad of the opportunity of
being cmployed as transpeorts.

The situation is pretty much the same with regard to the
Danes. Dut the assistance of neither the one nor the other
could possibly be wanted, provided the numerous fleets of our
East India Company were permitted to touch at the Cape.
Without the least inconvenience to their commercial concerns,
these ships might transport from England to-the Cape a con-
stant succession of raw recruits to be formed there into com-
plete soldiers, from whence they might take on board as many
of the latter as should be wanted to reinforce their armies

scrving in India.

The possession of the Cape is also important in another
point of view. Foreign nations trading to India may be said
to he at the mercy of the power which holds this grand out-
work.

To England, however, its real value consists more in the
effectual security it is capable of affording to her trade and
scttlements in India, than to any advantage that might be
taken of annoying or interrupting the commercial concerns of
other nations.  The unbounded credit of the East India Com-
pany, the lmmcnsxty of its capital employed, the superior
quality. of British manufactures, and the low rate at which
they can be afforded i in forexgn markets, will always ensure to
them the best part of the. trade to India and China, and give
to England a pleference ‘before the othex maritime powers
of Em'ope',‘ or that of Amcrwa. ,‘,.No naval power, therefore,
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except France, could feel any jealousy, nor entertain reason-
able grounds of objection agaiust the Cape becoming a set-
tlement of the British Empire. They were all allowed to trade
and to refresh on the same terms as British subjects, with this
single exception, that an additional duty of 5 per cent. was
payable on all goods brought into the Colony in foreign
bottoms.

The posscssion of this scttlement, at an carly period of the
war, so completely excluded every hostile power from the
Indian seas, threw so great an increase of commerge into our
hands by that exclusion, left us in such quiet and undisturbed
dominion in the eastern world, and gave us so many solid
advantages unexampled in any former war, that one would
suppose it a moral impossibility for the East India Company
to be unmindful of the source from whence they sprung. But
things that are apparently of little value in themselves, are
sometimes magnified by intense obscrvation, swell into im-
portance by discussion, and become indispensable by conten-
tion ; whilst objects of real moment lose ‘their magnitude
when slightly viewed, or seen only at a distance, grow little
by neglect, and uscless without a quarrel. This observation
may probably be applied to Malta and the Cape of Good
Hope. Respecting the importance of the latter, the French
seem to have avoided any dxscubszon in the late negociation
for peace. Their views were, no doubt, well known to our
Government, and might have induced it, in the very first
sketch of the conditions of peace, to propose that the Cape
of Good Hope should be restored to the Dutch, o 'i?be de-
clared a free port.. The lattcr, however, happemng to ‘be just
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what Trance could have wished, was, on further considera-
tion, restored in full sovereignty to its ancient possessors.
France, finding that her purpose would be completely an-
swered when once it was rescued out of the hands of the Eng-
lish, made no objection to this arrangement. Ceylon she
cousidered as a less important sacrifice, although she knew it
to be a much greater to Holland than that of the Cape. The
Jatter has always been an expensive settlement to the Dutceh,
whilst from the former they derived a considerable revenue.
Had the Cape been demanded on the part of England, there
can be little doubt the I'rench weould have been equally eager
in contesting the point in regard to this settlement as to
Malta, knowing their vast importance to us as points of se-
curity.

I have no intention to discuss the comparative value of
these two stations to England, considering them both to be
essentially necessary to her independence as well as to the
protection of her commerce and settlements, so long as the
restless and aggrandizing spirit of the French Government
shall continue to disturb the peace of Europe. It may not,
however, be improper to endeavour to point out, and to com-
pare some. of the inconveniencies that would necessarily have
resulted to our trade and settlements in the Fast Indies during
the late war, imm mther one or the other of these places bemg
in the hands of & ambitious enemy.

In the first pldcc, it may be consxdered asa vencral priuciple
“that has. long been rooted in the I'rench Governmont, and
“‘fz om whxch it is likely never to depart, to aim at the overthrow
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of our power in India, and to endeavour to erect upon its
ruins an empire of their own.  To accomplish this point, and
in conscquence thereof, in the language of the present Corsi-
can ruler, « To strike a blow at England which will be fol-
“ lowed up with its complete destruction,” they know there
are but two roads to take: the one by getting possession of
Egypt and Syria, where they might collect and scason their
troops for the grand expedition, either by sea or land ; the
other by occupying the Cape of Good Tlope. Knowing the
latter to be a desperate attempt, they were induced to make
an experiment on the former. IHad they, or their forced ally,
the Dutch, kept possession of the Cape, there is no reasén for
supposing that the same fleet which sailed for E(rypt, might
not have sailed from soipe other port, to this station ; or that
they could not have slxpped out from time to time almost any
number of troops they might bave thought proper to send.
'These troops, when scasoned and prepared at the Cape, for
a warmer climate, could casily have been transported to the
1sles of France and Bourbon, where the French would not
only continue to draw supplies from the former, and to victual |
and provision their ships of war and transports from thence,
as in the Amecrican war, but where they could not fail to have
received a material reinforcement to their shipping from the
Dutch; for it may be rccollected, that the fleet under the
command of Admiral Lucas reached Saldanha Bay, in splto ”
of the obstacles which the Southern Atlantic p:escntcd by the
Cape being then in our hands. This flect combmed with
that of the French would have required a naval force, cm our
part, in the Indian seas that might not have been qmte con-
venient for us to spare. 1t is puss:ble, also, they m!ght have
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cluded the vigilance of our force, as their object would not
bhave been so much to fight us, as to have put in execution
a plan that many are inclined to suppose floated in the
mind of Buonaparte when he took the road of Egypt, though
he was soon convinced of the futility of it by that route,
without at least double the number of troops; his whole
army being barely suflicient to keep the conquered country

in subjection.

Among many reasons, which led to this conjecture, was
the work of Mr. Anquetil Duperron on India, which, after
being withheld from publication for fifteen years on account
of the information it contained, and of which it was supposed
the English might avail themselves, was hastily issued from
the press on the sailing of this memorable expedition ; being
intended, most probably, as a guide for the officers on their
arrival in India. This intelligent writer, who, to a mind
capable of observation and dcep reflection, adds the great
advantage of local knowledge, fixes on the coast of Malabar
as the foundation and corner-stone of their long projected
empire in India. The considerations which induce him to
give this coast the preference are, among others, the facility
of possessing the passes of the ncighbouring mountains, and
of thus sccuring the internal commerce of Hindostan—the
opportunity it would afford of entering into an alliance with
the Mahmttas,‘ whum he considers as a warlike and faithful
people: -—-ﬂl(‘ easy,}mtcxcmxrsf, that might be maintained from
this coast with the Persian. rulph, the. Red Sea, thc Isles of
l*rdnce aml Bourbon,*Madagascar, and the Cape of Good

Hape.
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T‘wso are certainly important considerations, and de-
manded all the v igilance and attention of our Government in
Tudia.  Even .a small force of French troops, had they been
thrown upon the coast of Malabar, at the very moment when
our forces were drawn off into the Mysore, against the Sal-
taun’s army, might bave proved fatal to our possessions on
this coast.  The usurper would, no doubt, bave obtained his
rcinforcement from the Isle of France, and probably without
our knowledge, rendering, by their means, the conquest of
Seringapatamn doubtful.  1f; in such a state of things, the
French forces could have gained a footing at Bombay, Goa,
or Guzzarat, and intrigucd themselves into an alliance. with
the Mabhratta powers, though it might not have realized their
project of an lndian empire, it would, at least, bave becn
destructive of our pos’gessious in the west of the peninsula,
the holding of which, indeed, Mr. Aunquetil considers as fatal
to our power in India. |

On this subject his epinion is not singular; before the
overtbrow of the Mysore kingdow, there were- many of our
own countrymen, whose sentiments in this reqpect accorded
with his; and whao, like himself, have not only a profound
knowledge of Indian politics, but are well acquainted with
the physical and moral character of the natives, their several
connections and relations ; and who, at the same time, pos-
scss the advantage that local information so eminently affords.
The reduction of the Sultaun, it is tree, has Lonmbutﬁd in
no small degree to our security on the Malabar coast; has
consolidated our power in Southern India, dnd rendc" ed the

junction of foreign forces with the Mahratta chiefs more dif-
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ficult, if not altogether 1mpragmc‘1ble “On the northern parts
of this coast on]y are we valnérable in India by sca

Supposing, however, the views of' the enemy, on the Ma-
Jabar coast, to have failed, they would, at least, have been
enabled, with the assistance of the Dutch, to annoy and cut
up our Indian and China trade by the multitude of cruizing
vessels sent out from their islands of France and Bourbon,
and from the Cape of Good Hope. Kven under every dis-
advantage, the I'rench frigates and the nest of privateers on
the Mauritius station did much miscbicf at the commence-
ment of the late war, and although they liad few reinforce-
ments from France, it required five years, with a irery active
and powerful squadron from the Cape and from India, before
they were all taken and destroyed. What then must have
been the case, if, instcad of the English possessing this im-
portant station, it had been an enemy’s port for assembling,
refitting, and refreshing the combined flects of the French
aud Duteh? It is unnecessary to obscrve, that neither of
these powers would have found much difficulty in reaching
the Cape with single ships, when we have an instance of a
whole fleet of Dutch ships arriving- there votwithstanding
they were fifteen wecks on their pabsatre. This single flect,
acting from the Cape, might have heen productive of much
mconvemcn(;c, expence, and. mjul Yy to England, and espe-
cially to the trade of the Dast"lpdm (ompany Were, in-
deed, the l‘rench and Dutch to keep: up a proper naval force
at this piacv’, it is xtmmely',doubtf’ul if arfy of the homeward-
bou:gdl fle ff”‘ts’ f the East India C'ompany would ever reach
England, or if they dul, it would be under an espence of
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convoy so enormous, that the proﬁts on the cargoes would be
inadequate to meet it ; but of this we shall have occasion to
speak more particularly in the next chapter. Such are the
dangers to be apprehended in consequence of the Cape being

held by an enemy.

The principal disadvantages that would result to England
by leaving Malta in the possession of France appear tosbe,
in the first place, the power it would give them of excluding
our ships from that port, the best, undoubted}y, in the Medi-
terranean, and of increasing their force there to the complete
annihilation of our Mediterranean trade; and secondly, the:
means it would afford of facilitating their views upon Egypt,
by enabling them to throw into that country a force suffi-
cient to conquer ity.and probably to renew their project
upon India. i

With regard to the extent and importance of the Mediter-
ranean trade I speak with diffdence, but I am not appre-
hensive of hazarding much by saying that it admits not of a
comparison with that of India and China, though, perhaps,
too valuable to be altogether relinquished. In this respect
then the value of Malta is certainly less important than that
of the. Cape of Good Hope. But the second ppint is of a
more serious nature. Some, however, are of opinion, that
although the subjugation of Egypt may at any time be ac~
complished by the French, through Malta, yet, in such'an
event, we have every reason to expect that the wgﬂanm and
activity of a British ﬁeet, and the‘valor of ' British sol : ers,
might always enable us to dzspuw mth{'the‘ - passage of
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Syria. But that, admitting even they should succeed in col-
lecting at Suez an army equal to their wishes, the difficultics
of transporting this army to India would be almost insur-
‘mountable. If it be meant by those who support this
opinion that the attempt is to be made by sea, whilst the
Cape remained in our possession, 1 have little hesitation in
agreeing with them that it must certainly fail. During the
Jast war, when their troops had marched to Suez, they had
not a single ship in the Red Sea that dared to carry the
French flag, tior, with the Cape and Ceylon in our hands,
could they at any future period have a flect of any descrip-
tion without our permission.

But we wit even anlow them to have assembled at Suez a
fleet of their own ships, or of the country coasters, sufficient
to take on board their armament destined for the Malabar
coast. The next question is, where, or in what manuer, are
they to victual and to provision such a fleet for a month or
five weeks passage, and especially in the supply of the ‘ins
dxspensable article of water? The fountains of Moses, it is
true, furnish a supply of water at all seasons of the year, but
they are situated at twelve miles distance from Suez. Watcr
may be, likewise, and is, collected in tanks or reservoirs
near the town, but it soon grows fetid. The. difficulty, how-
ever, of thuallmg and watering such a fleet, though great,
is not ihsy untable; and therefore may be allowed to be
got over.

le dangemus navxgat n of the Red Sea, in which- it ap-
peass, not fewcr than ﬁfteﬁn,: '.-m"d shlps were. lost between
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the time of the French entering Egypt, and the signing of

the definitive treaty of peace, is the next obstacle that pre--
sents itsclf, and which may also be surmounted. But as the

navigation down this sea can only be performed six months

in the year, on account of the periodical winds which there

prevail, we can always know, within six months, when such

a fleet would attempt to pass the narrow strait of Babel-

mandel, and be prepared accordingly. 'This strait is com-

pletely commanded by the island of Perim, against which

there is no other objection but the want of water. If, how-

every we have allowed the French to surmount so many dif-

ficulties before they can arrive at the straits of Babelmandel,

we may surely give ourselves the credit of being able to

overcome this single objgction against the island of Perim.

A reservoir to collect and preserve rain water might be con-

structed ; or, by digging below the level of the sca, fresh

water would, in all probability, be obtained ; or, at any rate,

water might be transported thither from the continent, suffi-

cient for the supply of the small garrison that would be ne-

cessary to protcet the strait. The possession of this island,

with a few frigates, is said to be competent to the destruction

of all the craft that could possibly be collected and sent

down from Sucz and all the other ports of thc Red Sea.

Little, therefore, is to be apprehended from the designs of
the French on India by the way of the Red Sca, so long as
we can command the strait and victual the force neces-

sary to- ba stationed there ; advantages which the possessmn

of the Lape and of Ceyltm would always cnable us to make

use of.
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But if through the Cape txe French can contrive to as-
semble and victual a large armament in the Indian Seas, we
must have an immense force to prevent such an armament
from co-operating with a body of troops that may previously
have been thrown into Egypt and Syria, a plan which they
probably intended to have carried into effect, had not the
ambitious views of Buonaparte put us on our guard, and
rendered the present war both just and necessary. Such a
plan, by means of such a peace as the last, might easily be rea-
lized Jong before any intelligence of it could reach India, or any
force be sent out from England to counteract it, were Malta
and the Cape of Good Hope accessible to the French ; but
with the latter in our possession the attempt wou]d be
madness.

What the consequence might be of an attempt entirely by
land, from Greece or Syria to India, is not quite so certain.
If the emperor Paul had lived to carry into cxecution his
wild but dangerous scheme, of assembling a large hody of
troops on the eastern borders of the Caspian Sea, to act in
concert with the French, it is difficult to say wherc the mis-
chief of their quixotism might have ended. The minds of
men, intoxicated with power and maddened by ambition, are
not to be measured by the same motnves which commonly
guide the actions of mankind. It is certain that neither
Paul rmr Buonaparte regarded the great waste of men that
‘such a projec vaould have -occasioned. - They must have -
known ‘that by no precaution nor exertion could they have
‘made sure of a - consta. it supply of provisions for so vast a
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combined army ; but such knowledge would not have pre-
vented them from making the experiment, the lives of their®
people being objects of little consideration with them. Ir,
like the host of Xerxes, they should be compelled to feed oa
grass and the shrubs of the thicket, or, like the ‘army of Cam-
byses, in its march against the Ethiopians, be reduced to the
still more dreadful necessity of killing every tenth man to
feed the rest, what remorse would such calamities occasion
1n the breast of that man, who could delibérately put to death
by poison the companions of his victories, for no other fault
than the misfortune of being disabled by sickness ?

Yet, although vast numbers would necessarily perish in
such an enterprize, the result might, nevertheless, be the
means of shaking our security in India; and this would be
considered as a most ample compensation for any loss the
enemy might sustain in the expedition. The obstacles that
bave been urged against it were, perbaps, equally great and
numerous when the Macedonian hero undertook to march his
army across the same countries ; yet he overcamc them all.
And if Alexander could succeed in penetrating into India,
why not Buonaparte, since military skill and tactics are now
so much superior among Europeans to what they were in his
day, whxlst they have remained nearly stationary in the pa-
tions 4 ‘the East? No sufficient reason can, perhaps, be
assxgned why the one, with the same or with mcreased ‘means,
and with talents, perhaps, not less suited to apply these
means to the best advantage, should not be able to proceed
to the same length that the other did.
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That no part of his army would ever return is extremely
probable. 'When a considerable proportion had perished by
fatigue, by sickness, and by famine, the rest, in all human
probability, by change of climate, manner of living, and by
intermarrying with a new people, would produce a new race,
and that race would cease to be Frenchmen, just as the suc-
cessors of Alexander ceased to be Greeks. An army for such
an expedition must, in the outset, be immense, to afford a -
sufficient nuinber of men to maintain the conquered countries
through which they must pass. The farther they proceeded
the more numerous would be the enemies left in their rear;
and on their approach to India, there is no reason for sup-
posing that the native powers would welcome their arrival,
jealous, as they now must be, of admitting new European
visitors, after the dearly bought experience tley have already
had of their old friends from the same quarter. Thesé, how-
ever, are contingencies that amount to no security of a failure
in the main object of the expedition, namely, the destruction
of our empire in the east. We shall, perhaps, come nearest
the mark by considering the most serious,. and probably the
only, obstacle that would impede their progress in the coun-
tries. that he between Syria and Indla, to be occasioned
by the great dlﬁ‘ieulty of procuring provisions and trans-
‘bagaawe and ammunition that would be re-
| arm) But even these are difficulties

: entarpﬁzmg aud determined mind, would be

porting the
quired
surmounted..

Whether the ‘French really intended to march an army by
1ami, in the event of their havmg redwced Acre. and got pos-
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sesston of Syria, seems to be doubtful ; but it is pretty evi-
dent they cntertained hopes, at one time, of being able to
co-operate with the Sultaun of Mysore by the Red Sea,
though 3t does not appear that any previous plan bad been
concerted for transporting their troops from Egypt to India.
The whale expedition, indced, should seem to have been, in
the first instance, a momentary thought, without any further
plan or design than that of diverting the original intention of
an armament, which was vauntingly called the Army of
England. The fact seems to be, that the power and the
influence of Buonaparte, who bad the command of this army,
had rendered him the object of jealousy and hatred to the
Directory, who were equally glad with himself to have an
excuse for changing the “current of these vast preparations
from a hazardous, almost hopeless, enterprize, whose failure
would have ended in equal disgrace both to the Directory
and their general, into a romantic expedition that had the
sanction of the old government for the attempt, and, at all
events, was more promising of success than the pretended in-
vasion of the British islands. The fame of Buonaparte re-
quired, ‘in fact, to be supported, at that time, by some new
and signal adventure which might be the means of rescuing
him from the secondary part the Directory had reserved for
him, by the ecommand of a pretended expedition against their
only remaining enemy.  In this situation some of his friends,
it is supposed, suggested to him the conquest of Egypt,
which had long been an object of the French Government
under the monarchy. = The brilliancy of such a conquest was
well suited to the vntczprwmg spitit and ambitious views of
the Corsican. It is supposcd also, that the memonr winch



