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multiplicity of objects; for in vain did the eye wander in search 
of tree, or lofty shrub, or hlade of grass, or living creature. On 
every side a wide spl'eading plain. barren as its southern bound
ary, the Black l\iountaills,prescntcd nothingbuta dl'car.y waste, 
H a land of desolation." On approaching the ril'cr Ghamka 
the face of the country challged a little fur tbe bt,tter. Large 
mimosas skjrt~d its banks, among whi<.:h were also mingled- a 
species of wiIJow with a narrow serrated leaf, a dws, and the 
lyceum afrum. A cOII~u1crablc stream of water rolled over the 
bed of the r.i.\"er. !lcl'c we meet with hares, partridge!', mouu.

tain geesc, ·and wild dllCks of two kinds, in great abun~aucc. 

The blue schist us broke out on the banks of the ri vcr, and still 

continued to run directly cast and. west in parallel ridges. 

'rhat part of tlle Lion's ri-ter "'here we were encamped wa~ 

o'istant only about .twch'c miles fmm a chasm or k1l?of in the 
Z'wartebcrg, in the very mouth of which was said to be a fartn~ 
house, and several others bt'hi~ld the mountains. As these 
I,ouses all belonged to the district of GrnatfReynet, the land
l'ost was not with,out hopes of pl'Ocuring the 10110 of fresh 
teamsofbulloeb. Many of our own had already died,olhers 
were left on the desert, and" the rest were quite exhausted by 
the effects of the cold •. of bi'd water, and little food. We 
thererorc quitted' the drrect road, and turned olf toward. 
ZlVartebcrg. A few mires bef(>re we arrived .at the kloof, a 

party of.,=n, mouDted on .horseback, were observed to be 
nntking f<l~ 1 tht waggon. iD full gallop. In coming up with 

I ••. . 

tl\e ,nrst,they, *,pt ohort and fired a discharge of Dlusquetry . 
.'r~Y·. londed· ii8f.i~.; , rode upto . .!he second, and fired a second 
:;;\>IJeY" ~ this' *be1liipeatedbefore~"el'y ivDg~on, and tlum. set 

~O£. I. ' . . 11 
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oU' i" Jull gallop the same way they bad approached, and were 
out ofslgbt ill a few minUtes . . This maDcmi\'rc was intended 
Its ·a fHllute in honour,of t~e 'landrost; and such a welcome rc

t.:eptioll, so very different from that he had experienced on a 
former occasion, from the inhabitants of the first division of 
llis district, was no bad omen of the change of sentiments, or 
of conduct at least, that had take~ place :since his expllision. 

After' a jounley of nine days over a dreary ~lId barren desert. 
the traces 'of human industry, though in a wild sequestered 
COrDel', heml'l;lcd ·in by huge barren mountains, had no )cs~ 

l'l1alms thall' the discovery of land, after a long sea-\'oyagc, 
to tlle weary pas~cnger. , lVe found here 110t only a most 
JHendly ,reception', ~ut "also ~uch refreshments as we began to 
be in want qf: .. ,t:wo .kinds of \~'ine, the produce of tile plac(', 
.vere verytoletable. "various sorlsof fruits, all of good (lua
lily. 'l'he Ql'anges were already ripe and gathered, and the 
peach and almond troo. were iu fuB b!<>ssom. Vegelables 
w.el'e unusually luxuriant in tb~jr grmvth: some of the cauli-

. '. ' . . 
,/lowe,. ,measured eighteen ,inches in diameter. , The rapidity 
of VCge1AtiOll; .at this place, . al;l?~";ft,d tbe more remarkable 
on account of it. situation ,at the feet of. mountains whose 
.umm~s .were ~uried. jn ,6nO~l" ' : It, 'ras. ·ho~l."el'cr, exposed only 
to the !Warm ·norlh"alld, co!,'pl.iely ,screened from .11 othet" 
... iDd~. " Thethermom~ter, <\uril;g the three day. we remained 
I~, .. : ... Ue\~ lower tII,~, 46-, ~~ : lbe'I\)l)eti,me that the 

, - .. . ' , ' , . ~ \ . ' , . . . ~ ,.. .. " '. " . , 

.. p~mlleeoftJJe w~tberiQ~~l!ted ... ;"".~ ,rost e,'cI"] night 
at Ille distanCe, pEa ,very ' fc~wi,1eiiQu. ,t/lIi · d_t. ' 

The ,Olist~s oftm:m~l)Sdon. aphe .... ~ ' ~L~~v{a~l!.!hc 
",otbet of "lllceD children; ",as a taI~!,.~I~t...~~!flool<lDg, 

!if 
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and active woman; and all the people, who made tbeir ap. 
pearance fi'om the Black Mountains, were of a stature much 
exceeding the co~mon size of man. The peasantry of the 
colony have always been rcprc~ented as a gtgantic race or 
men. Lhring nearly in n state of nature, with the ad\tsn tsgc 
of having at all times within their Teach a 'supply of food, 
procured without bodily exertion or the fatigue of ,labor, they 
sometimes attain the greatest possible size, to which the hu .. 
man species seems capabl~ of arrivhag. 

From this pia"" may be seen to the northward, across the 
Karroo plains. the chain of ":iOuntains w~ich forms the high .. 
est step or terrace that ha, yet been ascenilcd by Europe.n 
travellers. The desert rises towards them in ' a fine swell that 
i!:i clearly perceptible to the eye. Au a"ttcmpt to' estimate the 
height of the Nieuwtleld lrlo,u1Jiaills, by ha"ing merely pa.ssed 
over the country, can be considered as .little better than 80 

guess. I should suppose, however, from attending to the 
general slope of the cOllntry to the northl1'ard, as weJl as the 
suddeD elevation from one terrace to another. that the sum. 
mit of this screen of mountaimr cannot .be less than ten thou
sand fcet abore the level of the sea. Snow falls UpOD ' them 
to the depth of five or six feet, and continDes to bury th"\1 
for as"' many month;;:' 'The inferior range of .zwarteberg was 

, , 
at tbis time, for a considerable ,distance from the ,ulnmit, 
cuvered . -.,:ith snOw. These mountains. ·were a.ppareotly CODJ
p~sed 'of the same materials as thma, already passed; but the 
detach~'hiiIts. ' ",ear their base; consisted entirely ';r that, spe
cies' of r,ock ~1Jed: by' Mr. Kirwan th~; amygdaloid, wbicb i. 
nearly allicdt6N)ie!,: ~rie , tbo.f ' themil1erl of Derbyshire 

'., , ' .:. ." .. ~ '." . . ..... . . 
bave c1\ftinguishe!l b1'~1iameoUoad.otont. The, rounded 

,~. .,'. . ., ~ .. ... ' 
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P\"hbies~ embedded in this argillaceous matri~, \V'ere almosf 
inl"ariahly tinged with It bright grass-green cOlor. ', The sub
stratum of the mountain"s 'still continued to be a blue anti 
purple-colored schi.lu •. 

Having cOInplctcd our stock of pl'Ol'ision~, and procUTf'd 
from the inhabitants.of Zwart.b,·rg the loan of sixty stout 
bullocks, ~e .oocc" mo~"launched upon the wide desert, and 
proceeded; on 't\letw'enty~tllird, ri'ear thirty miles to a spriug 
of water calle~ 'die Skutet jontF.!!,I, and the following day en
camped ou tbe banks of the Trnka or lIIaiden river. The little 
'.Yater it contai,:,cd was hotb muddy and salt, and the san,) 011 
its banks was covere4 with a thin peUic1e of nitre, out of which 
\vas growing ,abunda.nce of the salso1a before mentioned. 

At .uo-rise thiStilOrning the thermometer was down to five 
degrees beiow tbe freezing point. This great diminution of 
te~~ni.·t~rc "appeared the more extraordinary, as no change. 

~ither "in the dire.ctionor the, strength of the wind, had taken 
p)ac~ . . The ,air was clear and serene, without a cloud ill the 
sky: .nd the [,cather appare~t1y the 'aol~ . it had been for se
yeral day. in every' r .. pe~t" exceptin the degree 'of tempera
t~re. ,The snow, on the In.OU~~Jl. ,could have 1,ad little in
ftuenee. T4eBlack , l\oIoUn~i}''; 'onl{ ~vere 'near, and they 
were ,to leeward; ~he light ~ ;'indtb~thle"'behlg ' from tbe 

'_ ',' ~ :. " . "" •• 1, , i. ', ', _ , '; . . ' . " ; '. 

"~4 ( in whicll' <juar!'efsl"'fC!IIy>a, c hill\l~k" 9CCui'red for t.l)e 
.pace:1i£ ~n ,h,II,Ddred miles. 

o\\\l!~;m~-fif~:~~~kjr0d ·thtiJmil)<$ ,m tbe(;I;r~a.~t 
1.\'''- ,1)lib"p~c !;'h~iC'~""'''4 i>r Boo;) r'l'<;r;"~:,,,afper-

' , . ' . ' .... 
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teeliy drit'd up, and in the evening arrived at the Great Loory 
/ollte.lln, in which was only a very small quantity of water 
standing ill holes, and thjs was muddy, salt, qnd bitter. As 
there was neither 11crbaceolls nor shrubby plants, and as, since 
onr departure from Zwarteberg, the oxen had ,scarcely tasted 
vegetable food, for, independent of tile little time allowed them 
to bro\\;se,J" tbe de~ert otiere<i only tlw shrivelled -stems of th~ 
mcsclDbryanthcmum tribe, it \\o"as thought adviseabJe t9 con· 
tihue our journey, though in the dark, jn search of a better 
phlt:C for the l'cfrt'~hmf:"nt of our cattle; .and as there was I'ea.so~ 
to suspect th'''lt jt,would be some lit,le before we slJUulJ meet 
with water, we filled o~r casks with the execruble mixture of 
the Great Loory fonteyn . In the middle of the Ilight we 
arrived at a place where once had tlowed a rill of water, and 
where still were growing clumps of nliRiosas, patches of the sal
soja, and a few otber succulent pla·llls. " These, like some ani :.. 
mals that are said to have the faculty of supplying their own 
nutriment, are capable of existing for a length of time by the 
juices which their own roots throw out. Our oxen devoured 
th.em witt~ grca\ a\'idit)': and the horses made a hearty m~ 
on the branc.bes of the mimosa, 8t fhe expenee of a consider-. . 
able quantity: of blood which the strong. sharp thorns drew 
from. their ~outlls. ~rll~ acrid juices of the .·succulent plants, 
aod tbe'so~r bl'l'~';ge of Africa, oblige tbe cattle to make use of 
variups corre~tiv('s . ; :':and in the cb<»:cc of these they are not 
very 'piC<). Old rags, pieces of leatber, skins with the hair on 
them; dried ,,"000, bones, and even small pebbles aod sand, 
arcgn:e'Jil~:4~Y,!I;re~ by tnel11. ·. Mrican .borses very .com

~nly e~.~~h~ir?",h .~ung; and riuinbershave been destroyed 
ill""""''l''CnOll' ~f: \jI,kii!g ·;nto th .. stomach vast quantiti,el of 

, . . 
lIioty:Sand .. 



Ffom 'the Lillie Loqr,vfQJl1e!l", the plaee where we halted (0' 

fne,·tefrcs!lInent of our cattle upon the shrubbery that greW' 

there, we ~Hlvnllccd on the foUowh~g day nC~lr tbirty miles 
(j>ret a bed of ,olid clay; aud late at night pitched our t{'.nt in 
the midst ora meadow covered complete]y with herbage kuee
deep. A tnl'n~tion so sudden from unbound~d barrenness, that 
on every side ·had appeared on the preceding day, to a vcrdallt 
In·eadow clothed hy,the most luxuriant vegetation, fdt more 
like enehantment than reality. The hungry cattle, impatient 
to lIal.isf.r the cra vings of nature, made no.smail havoc in lihc· 

-rating thcrm1elvp.s from tqe ynke~ and traces. The naUle of 
this spot wa'LDf Beer Vaile.,/; it was; a plain of sCH'ral milc!i 
in diameter, strelchiug lliong the feet of the Black l\oIol1otains, 
and seeml.>Q t.o bethe reservoir I)f a number of periodicalri,"crs, 
whose sources are in-the -mountains of ].I-iett'vcldl t of 1t7.nft'l'~ 
6erg;and .c..litd~boo, One of these running at this time with 
A cODsifte'rahte current, was as salt as brine. To the taste it ap
peared 10 b~.al strongly impregnated as the water of the Eng-
1ish' Channel; thut is to say, it might contain about a thirtieth 
-}ian: of' its ,weight of salt . . Ahotber river, with little current, 
called the KarlJokIJ, joined' the .• alt river .at the head of the 
valley. the waler o{which 'W'ls' perlcctly fresb, ,but cOlllbined 
<W1lh earthy matte~, ' The . 'II~of the. "aUey was entirely 
ebYered "ilh two' or ·thl:eC/: '''''''iesOf coilrse rushy "arasscs; . r~ . 
sndallthe sirntrir" and 'Iprit.g.:were buried in large 'Clumps 
'Of the ari<~'pl!ngmite,i orO\imlnon "",d. !J'he streams thai 
fel~ ini!>lhe~tlily,.~~ fitl.l;f!jPi¥~ ~it'b .tail";in'losa .. which, 
ilt tlaeirtbnllHl\c;e.,·'llread :<Ji!Iopito~1(f<iJ't)stof evergroeos, 

Soch ~ dtliglift'"t.po'tjjatJieniid,'f "f a balT!l!'~:oltOrd~ 
"It~lie!ter. a1lafOOdiaDd '''ater,~,ti!o~(lI:iHjf'"wacting . oo 
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it the native inhahitants of the 8urrounding·connhy; and here 
accordingly we met with vast variety of garnet particularly of 
the antelope family, three different species of which \Vt~ Jwd uot 
before obsen'cd. These were the spring-bol. or leaping .. mlt 
lope, the PHgarg,a ·of the 5:lf$(('ma l'laiura:: the gems-bok Q.r 
pa.~all. of UI1:Uon, the EP"~llptian onlelope of Penna Ill, and tlH.~ 

(Jr!l,r: of the 8!JsJema NatuJ'a:; and the kOQduo or the jtl'('pJ)ice

,'QS of Pallas, and st"iped antelope of Pennant. 

The. spring-hok is a gregarious animal I1C\'CI' met with but 
in large herds, SODle of which, . according to the accounts o( 
the peasantry, will amount to the numher of ten thousmld. 
'fhe Dutch have given a name to this beautiful cJ'eature indi. 
cativc fif its gait. The strength and elasticity of the -muscles 
arc so grcat that, 'whcn closely pursued, he will spring at a 
single Icnp from fifteen to five-and-twenty feet, ] ts llsUal 

pace is that ora constant jumping or springing, wit~an tlv~ 

tour leO's stretc;hcd ont, and ofr the ground at the same timc~ o . 

and at C'·Cfy spring the hair on the rump diridcs or shed:;, 
alld~ faBillg back on each side, displays·. a surface of snowy 
whiteness. The swiftest dog in ,·ain attempts to approach the 
old ones; but the j'otmg kids, which were DOW numerous, .are 
frequent'y caught afLcr a hard cbace. Both old aud young 
are excellent veniso'u; :lod vast numbers'are destroyed by the 
Dutch farmers, not only for the sake .of tbe flesh, but also tOr 
tile skins, of . ·~hich they make sDCklt for holding provisions 
and .o·tli~r articJcs, cloth"it.g ~or tlle~r sla.ves, . aud, at the time 
of the ~.p,t~~ by the Euglish, for thqnselves al,o and .chil
<lren. Tbe- ,·poverty and ·miserahle caudition of the colony 
"'''Te then . 8<>~,.q~t.. -J~t all tl.eir "\\\Derous tlocks .lIl1il.,\1l'rds 
w~ illSuilicietit .to :;pi.i~lIre 1bo", peceni clothing .. 
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The gemsbok is also a vcry beautiful aIJimal, tint] of a si?c 
much larger tlHm the springbok. It has uone of that timidity 
which gcnt:rally marks the character of the antelope; but., on 
the contrary, if dosely pursued or wounded, will coolly sit 
dowu on its iHHIIIChcs, and keep bOoth Spoftsman and dogs at 

bay. lts long, straight, sharp~pojnled horns, llsed in defence 
by striking back with the hearl, make it dangerous to approach. 
Dogs are yery frcqu~ntly kiHed by it; and no peasant, after 
wounding the: anima1, will ventllre within its reach till it be 
dead, or its ~trength at least exhausted. The flesh of the 
gemsbok j" rt'ckone .. l to he the best vcni~on that Africa pro~ 
duces. 

The koodoo is still farger than the gcmsbok. and tlie most 
timid perhaps oftbe Antelope ,tribe. The usual size of the 
male i. six feet io length and four feet teo inches high. The 
bOTns of the male, for the female has nonc, are more beauti
ful than those of any other species yet known of the numc
rou~ family .of antelopes; they are. twisted in a spiral form, 
and ron from three to four, feet ill length. but are apparently 
i1-1 adapted for the convenience of th.e animal whose resiticncc 
i. mo.t1y in the woods and ,thickets among the ra"ines of the 
mouotaios. ' The'g,:,und oH~e,Pody is that of a bluish mouse 
colour; transversely marked wi~ wh,ite stri.pcs; on the face 
are alsu, two -white oblique bapdii. ' A black..!).,ne .. adorns its 
n~k. and along the spine th~re i:'a ri.;lge.ofwhite hair.; the 
throat from tbe chiD 1.0 the cbest'is furhisbed with a crest of 

, • . ' ,. .". \ . ." :110." 

browD).ai~ ;tbe lIe.h ,js dryion~ wi~".?utfl.\'ollr_ 

The bed. of sa rid. upon the margin of the ,-alley; were all 
Covered with saltpetre ... wbite as snow _, ,'f1!e~oductiou of 
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this substance has certainly a.n influence Up011 111{ ~ it'Ull'cra

tUI'C of the air, causing a cOlIsi .. h:ra.blc degree of cold. A flll1 

liou,r after tile sun had risen the thermometer :stood, jn th l' 
shade, at 26\ or six degrees below the fi·ec:.-:ing point. At Lit. 
tie Loury tontcyn, \.,.hcrc the soil was hal'll, dr.v, and slolJe.\' ~ 
it was ten drgrccs abQ\'e freezing; and about the ~amc time 
o.n the preceding moming. on the banks of thc 'l'rl1ku, where.: 
there was a)so much nitre, the mercury was ti\'c degrees he
low the freezing point. The wcath('r during the tllrcc Jays 
was perfectly c1ear, and the wiud had not shifted a POIllt. 

Tllat the grc~at ('h~ngcs ill the temperature" of the air UpOI1 

thc desert, whilst 'the weather apparently remains the samc, 
ari,sc from some IDeal rather than general callSC, is pretty evi
dent fi'om <lJlothcr circumstance: in travelling at night upon 
the Karroo, if the wino should happen to blow upon the side, 
it is vcry COrInnOIl to pass through alternate currents of hot 
anti cold air, whose difference of temperature is most sensi
Illy fell. '","Ilether the cooler col,umns of the atlllusphcrc may 
lJa\'c been owing to the suhjacent beds of nitre, whidl fre
quently occur on the Kar1'oo plains, or to some remote!' cause, 
1 have not .grountls sufficiently strong to dctcnlline; but a 
variety of circumstunces seem to favor the former suppo
sition. 

It.1 looking through the exhalations of these beds of nitre, 
a meteorological phe~lOmelfon, of a different nature, was also 
bere accidentally obse:rved. ,In marking, about sunrise, the 

beariog by a :c.(),i.pass ·Qf a cone-shaped .hill that was con
.idcn.bly elevated· above ·the horizon, a peasant well aC
qu~illted with' tit~ ;~&Uli'iry otJ~er'1ed ·t'~at ~t must either be a 

VO[" . !. 1 , 
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new hill, or that tlH.! only one whiclJ stoou ill tllat direction,. 
at the distance of a IOJlg dals journey, must ha\'e g reatly iu
creased of late jll its dirneltsiolls. Being directed to j urn 
his £',}('s fhHlI lime to time towards the quarter un wJli eh it 
stood , he ~rCt.·iv('d. · with amazement, that, m; the day atl
Yalll'cd, tile hill gradually slIlIk tOWaI\]'-: the horizoll, and at 

length totftll)" disappeared. Tbe errors uf sight, occasioned 
by the refractive power o'f the Hil', are so singular, and some
times so very extraordinary, as hitherto to have precllldcd the 
applicalion of any gencml t.heorem fur their correction, as it 
is not Jet. Qsccrr(tincfl t'vcn througll what medium rays of 
light, in their passage, sufier t.he greatest and least degree of 
refraction. '''ere this pre~isely known, obser\'aliolls un fhe 
subject might lea4 to a more intimate knowledge of the nature' 
"f the different currents of air that float in the atmo~phel'e, 
and which without doubt are the cause of ~xtraordinar'y ap~ 
pearances of objects viewed throl;lgh them. A gentlcman~ 
(tbe late Mr. Hamsdell,) to whom the world is much indebted 
for iJis many ingenious and useful inventions and uiscoveri('s. 
once proposed to determine the refractive power of (liiferent 
liquids and aeriform fluids; but he :dicd before he had com
pleted a course of cl:pe~imeots' on this subject, which is not 
less important than carious . 

.our cattle being well Tefreshed on tl,e meadows of Dc Beer 
Valley, we ao"anced about, twenty milc,s, ,'anuellcampcd for 
tbe'night on tbe \lank. of Hottent<\t:. Tlyer, In the narrow deep 
cbannel of wbi~b Were only a few '~gnarit pooJs ohDuddy 
",.ter, H.,,:e,';i;e were 'lnethy sOl)le of the illhabitants;:ofCam
deboo, who,beiog apprised of the approach of ththindrust. 
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hat! come a journey of t,,·o days, and brought with them s~ ~ve~ 

1'al teams uf large i~lt oxell to hasten his arrival at the Drosdy. 
where he was inforllled th~ orderly and "cll~disposed part of 
the district WfTe anxiously expecting him. 

On the twent.r-cighth we pitched our tcnte; at the Poort, gO 

called from a narrow passage tlirough a range of hills that 
hranch out from the mountailis of Camdeboo and nm acro!;s 
the desert. The plains were here a little better covered with 
shrubhery, and abounded wilh duikers and steen-hoks, whole 
·heros of spring-boks, and qua.chas and ostriches. 

A heap of stones, piled upou the banks of a rivulet, was 
pointed out to me as the grave of a Hottentot; and On en
quiring, frml\ our people of this nation if the d\;!ceased had been 
some chief, thcyint'onncd me that with them 110 distinction \'Va!' 
conveyed after ,leath; and that the size of the heap depended 
eutirely upon the trouble that the survh,ing friends chose to 
give thCIl1SelVCS. The intention, it seemed, of the pile was 
vCl'y different from that of the monuments of a similar kind 
that anciently were erected in various parts of Europe, though 
they vcry probably might have proceeded, in a mOl'c remote 
antjquity, from the same origin, wlJich was that of prevent
ing the wolves, 'or jackals, or other ra'\'"enous beasts, from tear
ing up and mangling the dead carcase, The progressive re
finement of society convertf:".d, at length, the rude heap of 
stones, originating in nec~ssity, iDto the sculptured marble) 

the usele.s. ftatterer of vanity. 

"1rhough tire : 1'C1,~~~ .may be oonsirlered as the entrance into 
(!amdcbo(), tlte ,;fil~,~ l.~it.;ttjon· is Jwch'e miles beyond it, 

l 2 
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and the secono ten miles beyond the first. No others appearcci 
either to the right or to th? Jeft, and the surface of the coun
try was .illst as barren and naked as any part of the Karroo. 
The third farm-house we passed was fifteen or sixteen miles 
beyond the second; and this was the Jast that occurred till we -reached the Drosdy, or the residcufc of the Jandrost, which 
was about tell miles farther. It was late jn theevcning of the 
thirtieth before we arrived at this ,-jllagc, at the entrance of 
which the lalldrost was received by a body of farmers on horse
back, who welcomed him hy a discharge of sc\'cral platoon~ 
of Dlusquetry. 
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C HAP. II. 

SkctchCJ mad~ OIl a yournry into Ih~ Country of the Kaffers. 

IMMEDIATELY after our arri\'al at Graatf Resnet, the Pro
visional Lunura!)t, in his list of grie\'anccs under which the 
Jislrict was then laboring, represented the deplorable ~tale of 
some of its dependencies from the incursions of the tribe of 
people known by the name of KafTers. Certain chiefs of this 
nation. he said, with their families, antI vassals, and cattle, 
were ovclTuuning the whole country: some had even advanced 
as far as the burders of the district of Zwcllcndam; others had 
stationed themselves on the banks of tbe Sondag, or Sunday 
river, within fifty or sixty miles of the Drosdy; hut. that the 
gl'<.'at bulk of them were in that division of the district called 
the Zml1'c.vcldt, or Sour Grass plains, which stretch along the 
sea-coast between the ~unday and the Great Fish rjvers: that 
an inhabitant of Br~y"tj6s lloogte, allotbcr division of the 
uistrict, who, d~ring the late di~turbances that had prevailed 
ill G mall Reynet. had on all occasions acted a busy 'part, had 
now sent him a letter" demanding that. a command should be 
givep to him of a detachmcllt of the farmers against a party of 
Kalrers who had ' passed the bOrders . of tbi. di vision of the 
district with·thlu or four thousand head of cattle: that he, 
the pro'visi~Dal ~,drost, had', from certain intelligence of the 

. coming of tilt 1i~.1;U~11alldro.t, fortunately withheld hi. answer 
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to the said Ictter; as in the prcsf'nt ~tatc of affairs, he would 
not ha"e dared to gi,"c a refusal. To all the measures itHlrcd 

of the leading party, this ",poor man. had been compelled tu 
give hig assent; he had in tilet heen forc~d by the anarchist~, 
as a sanction to their procccrlingt'iJ to ta;k~ upon him the title 
of an office, the dutie~ of which he 'was ,neither qualified, nor 
indeed suffered, to perfurm. 

f)'he first busl.ness, therefore, of the Ian drost, after his arrival 
at the Dros.dy, was to stop the prC'parations of the fanners lor 
commenc'jog hostilities against t.he Raffers, by making it pub
licly known that it was his intention to pay a visit to the chief;; 
of that nation, and to prevail on them, if possible, to return 
quietly and peacC'ably lIltotheir own country beyond the set
tled· limits -of-the Great Fish 'rh'cr. 'This, no doubt, was an. 
unwelcome piece of intelligenc~ to the writer of the letter, . , 
and to those of the. intended expedition who were to share 
with bim the plunder of the Kam,,~' cattle, which, in fact. 
and not any laudable Rl<ltNe for the peaceamJ welfal'e of the 
district, was the msin.pl'ing tbat op.erated QD the minds of 
those wf,o badcoJisertted to take liP ~rms against thcm: '1'0 
the avaricious and. covetouS ' dl~PQSit~~:',:of tb~ ·colonists, and 
their )~centious,'(}()nduct, ,,:as q.~,i~g ·:~ ' serj~~s rupture with this 
lltition in'tbe yeat 179~;W!li"b, ~~~iitiitla.ted . wit), the almost 
tOtal expulsion of the. foiml1" . ffillif· ~wneQf the best divi
.iolls of the district:. and~I~ti'gh : Ii. i!.e .~me year the 

treatlwas",,¥\Vedwbicblix&.t'J.b~9~~':l'i~b river to 'be 
the II";". of d""'ilr~tldD b~t~:tIl!t-t.l!q.·:~ioll" and iD<:on~ 
seq neoge whtteoithel{,'lifels.re,~~imtiiiheir proper tirii>t., 
yet fo"! of tIie<;j)/oni.l8had ,tbe~ufiilertcelo ret .. ", toi'heir 
r • .• .... . 
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fi:)rmer possessions, particularly those in the ZUUfC Veldt; a 
circumstance, no doubt, that induced the Kaffers oncf': more 
to transgress the fixed boundary. So long as they J'cIlHtiru' d 

in small numbers in these forsaken parls, and during the con
fusion that existed in the affairs ofGmaff RCYllct, little notice 
11ao heen taken of' their encroachmellts; but of late tlley Ilad 
poured over in such multitudes, and had made such rapid 
advances towards the interior ;lIld inhuhiLctl pArls of the 
district, "]e\'yiug at the same time ('olltrihulious of oxen aud 
sheep on tbose colonists whose habitatioIls they appl'oached 
in their passage through the country, that their incursions 
became every day more serjously alarming. 

As soon therefore as the landrost. should ha\'c held a meeting 
of the inhabitants for the purpose of admini~tcrillg to thcm 
the oath of allegiance to Hls l\lajcsty, of reading his commis
sion, appointiDg the Hcmraadcn or members of the Council, 
and settling some other nr.ccssary busines~ at the Drosdy, it 
wa~ resolved to proceed to the spot where the Kafrers had 
posted tllemselves in th(~ greatest numbers; and, should it be 
found necessary, to continue ~be journey from thence to the 
residence of their king; at the same time to pass through and 
examine as many parts of the c()untrJ. uncler the jUrJsdic
tion of Graaff' ReYllet, as could be done without too great an 
expenditure of time; .and particularly to visit the bay that 
waS said to be formed where the Zwa·rt-kops, river falls iuto 

lhe sea. 

In the mean ti.m~ I bad an .oppprtunity of looking round me 
and taking. a C~~O~? ·~ttw ·· ~f that di"ision of Graatl' Reynet, 
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properly so calleu. It occupies about ten miles on every side 
of the "ilIage. On the north and east it.fiirt.ermiuated h.Y lhc: 
,')"7Wlf1i.,hcl'g OJ' Snowy .mountains, and on .the soutL and w('st is 

inclosed hy tl,Je division of. Camdenoo. It contains only 
twcnty-six fiunilies, twelve of whom in~labit the Yillage : the 
rc~t are scattered oyer a wild barren country almobt destitute of 
tree or shrub, anfl very little Dettcr than the Karrno desert. 

The Sunday rh'er, in 'its passage from the Snowy IIHH.1Il tai"..,. 

winds r()\l~ld the small plain on '~' hich the Drosdi is placed, 
and furnishes it with a copious supply of water, without which 
it ,voldd produce nothing. The .whole·extent of this plain is not 
morc.lllan two square miles, and it it! surrounded by mouutains 
two thousand feet in hcigb~~' from whose steep sides pn~j {'ct, 

like .&O many lines of m'Ji,$onry, a g~cat number of sand-st.onc 
strata; 80 that the heat of summer, increased by the confincn 
situation 'and the reflection of the sun's rays from tllC rocky 
siqes of these mountains, is intensely great; whilst the cold of 
'winter, fr?ID their great heigllt, and the proximity of the Snowy 
mount.ains; · from whence, the northerly winds rush .with great 
'violence through the 'kloat' that admi'ts the Sunday river, js 
almost intolerable; ' not. -merc1y on account '.of the decreaseu 
temperature. hut from th~ totali';;p""ibii'ity of stirriug abroad 
:d'uriug' tbe cont~t;luarice ~f 'tllcse ,w,inds: ·whlc:h i~l whirling 
~adies ~.rry round the 'pIa"; ':'" constant c1oud~ red ,.earth 
.~d sand. 

~;,.:jl1~~l' ,~fGr,a'!tfR:~~~~t.,}~i~}:~'d~.$2' q', .~~~~~, 
longiilra;. ,,~~~.,<la~t. aDd '~h" ~di,'\;'~ii(rqN .. Ca pe 'lpiil!!,,:\>ottt 
5OOIIi\1~i; ltCoD.i.t8 !,r!lif ~~seiribl~geof 11I,!~~;~~~ 
at son;" di$ui.ii.<;(fruin .ciicl.l&Lbcf:.in ',twolineS;,~~~ J!i kind 
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of street. At the uppeT cOlI stanrls the house of tlle blHlrost. 
huilt also of mud, and a few miserable hovels tha.t wcn~ 
intenued as offices for the transa.ction of pu blic business: mO'it 

of these had tumbled in; and the rest IV('I'C in so ruinous a 
conuition as not to be habitable. The jail is composed of 
mud waBs, and roofed with thatch; and so little tCllabk, 
that an English deserter, who had been shut up in it , as a sus
piciom~ charJcter for having amused the country people with 
an account of a com'crsatioH he hud held wi th some FI'(!I)ch 
officer, made his escape the fin..t night through t.he thatch . 
The mud walls of all the buildings arc e¥ca,'utcu. and tile 
floors undermined by a species of lernl('S or white 3nt, which 
destroys cvory thing t.hat ralls in its way except wood; and 
the bats tilal lodge in the thatch come forth at ni ,ghts ill such 
numuers as to extinguish the candles. and make it almost im
possihle to remain in a room where there i~ a light. 

The village< is ~hicfly inhabited l.?y mechanics. and sudl as 
hold some petty emplo'yment uuder the landrost. 1t~ appear
ance, is as miserable as tbat oj'the poorest vil1ilgC, in England. 
"rhe necessaries of lite arc wllh difIiculty procured in it; 
for. tl~ough there be plcnty of' 3'mblc land, few are found in
dustrious enough to (;ultivate it. Neit.he:r milk, nor butter, 
nor cheese, Dor ,~egetablcs of any kind, are ' to he harl npon 
all'y terms. There is ,wither butcher, nor chandler, nor grocer, 
nor baker. Every Ont~ J~lust provide for hinlf;elf as wf'll as he 
can. Thev have m·'i.ther wine nor beer; and the chid hcve. 
raffe of th;"inhabitauts' is the w~ter ,itlie S~nday river. which, 

3 " 

in the sl1mm~r. 8easo~,. ·.i s',.~trol)gJ..v im'prrgnat"d with sal~. Jt 
l,"ould be difficult , to !ay ~what ,tlle nlOtives ('ould llUve been 

VOL.!. K 
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that induc d the choice of this place for the rcsidenco ' of the 
lan.dro 't. It could not proceed from any personal comfort Of 

eonvenieneethat the place held out; perhaps tho$e of the 
inhabitants have chiefly been consulted), being the situation , 
nearly central with respect to the district; though it is more 
probabJ that .some interested motive, or a want ofjudgmeut,. 
or a contradictory spirit, H'lllst ha\'c operated in assigning so 
wild, so secluded, and so unprofitable a place for t1 e seat oE 
the Drosdy. 

€)u the pleventh of August we set out from Graafl' Reynet 
00 our pmj,ected e~pcditionj aecompanied by two bernraaden 
whom the Iandrost thought it ad visable to take, as he in ... 
te1lded to assemble the farmers of the distant divisions of his 
disltict as he passed through them,. to read his commission. ' , 
administer the oath of allegiance, and to proclaim such patts 
of his public instructions ~s might particularly rel~te to the 
respective inhabitants. I He thought by doing this to spare 
them the tro~ble and expenee of a long jOlllrney to the 
Drosdy. 

0ur first route Jay directly to the southward towards tllC sea
coast, through a country as sandy, arid, and sterile as any part 
of the Great dese~t, and cqualJy ill supplied.with watcr. 'I'W(} 
farm-houses only were pasHed on the first day's journey, whidl 

. WclS iIi the di~ision called Camdeboo, a Hottentot wprd, sig ... 
fying green elevatioos, a term applied to' the projecting but .. 
tresses which support the Snowy 1\lountains, and which are 
mostly co\·erep. with "erdure. The farmers here are entireJy 
graziers; and to enable them to feed their numeroUl~~rds 

2 
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ca~h oc-cupics a vast extent of country. Notwithstanding the 
barren aspect ,.of the pJain~, tlie bullor·ks \h:I'C brgc alld in 
excellent, coo'clition, ~nd the sh~ep ,~'cre in toJrrable good 
or.cJ.cr; but the broad-tai"lcd breed of Southcm Africa IWCIllS 

to be of a very inferior lind to those of Siberia .and orien(al 
Tartary: they are long~l~gged, small ill the hody, rCll'larkably 
thin ~D the fore quarters .and ncross the ribs: ha\'e vcry little 
intestine 01' net fat; · the whole of' this animal substance bein,., 

" ~ 

co'JIeeted upon the bind part of the thigh, hut particularly ou 
the tail, which is short, broad, tla.t, nn~cd ' Cln the under sitle .. 

and seldom less ill weight. than fil',e of'six POUIlUS : sometimes 
more than a dozen pound!': ·,vilcn "melted, it retains thlj con
sistence of fat. "egctabJe oiJs," ~lJid in tJlis state it is ti'c~lucutly 
used as a sllhstit.utc for butter, an~ for making soap hy boil
ing it with tllC lie of t.be asllcs oJ the salsola. This sp{~cics of 
the sheep is marked with every tin.t of color; some arc black, 
some brown, and others bay; hut the greatest numh{'I' are 
spotted: their necks arc small , and extended, and their ears 
long anrl pellduloll~: they weIgh from sixty to sC\'cnty pOUIHJS 

each when ta~en from their' pasture; but on their arriyal at 
the Cape are reduced to about forty; and the)' are sold to 
the butch.ers 'who coUect them upo'o the spot for six Of eight 
-shillings. a-piece: The.annexed is a ,'cry accurate portr<lit of 

a South African sh~.p .. The priccof a bullock is about tlVeh'c 
rixdollars. or forty-eight .hil!il1~ and the a,'crage weight is 
aq~ut fqur II.u~4red pounds. The graziers sddom kill all ox 
for theif.;~O:,,!,~-: cQnsumption, unless it he ., to lay up in s~lt. 
Their ~.i~r~);'l" .i' DJutton .. and goats' flesh. The African 
g(~at is '. t~(di.ri~.f,~f the ~pcdcs T c\'er s~w, and so wonder
.(~Y prot;&: that' ;1 ' i~caosidemd as the 1I.IO't profitable ani-

K .2 
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mal for home , consumption, that can be kr.pt. They get 
twtmty weeks with 'young, and sdtlom have Jess than two at 
a birth, \'(:ry commonly tlirec, and frequently tuur. The 8esh, 
though much inl~rior to mutton, is thought quite good enough 
for t.be Uottenwts in thp. service oft.ht" f"<trIner; and the choice 
pieces. \\'(.'11 soaked in the f .. it ~f shet'ps~ tails, arc served upon 
Lis own. table. 

The wool of the sheep may more .properly he considered 
as a strong friz7.1ed hair, of wlii(..:h th(,y make no kind of usc 
exc~pt foT' :stuffing cushions or matl'~scs. They neil-her wash. 
nor shear their sheep, but sl)ffer t.lli ... Ilairy coat.illg to drop off 
OIl its own accord, which it usually docs in the mOlltlis of 
Scptembf't' and October. The skins are used only as dothing 
tor the Hottento:ts, aprons foJ' their children, bags fOl' holJing 
various articles, and O-ther household purposes. 

A hog is a species of animul_ scare.c) known in the district. 
No otlJer rcason than jndolenc~ can be assigned for the want 
of it. To reed hogs tbere , would be a necessity of plan Ling, 
and to this kind of labor they seem to ha\'e a mortal antipathy_ 
It requires indeed ~ore tba:n usual exertion to throw a little 
corn into the ground for their 6wn hread. Many are not 
even at the trouble of doibgthis,' but prefer the making a 
jOUl:ncy of , .. ·eral days to exchange 'their cattle for as much 
coro as they may stand in need of. To potatoes tbey have an 
a"enio"; a~d; accordirig ,to their, report, .tbe Hottentots even, 
WhOse. s,toffiaebsare .not v~rj ~ic~;refu~ to eat them . . It i. 
curious .~u.Ougl1 tluit t!Iis salutary root (tbough of a poiso1IOus 
nature iDlt;; taw state) has been geDerlllly rejected .!illirst by 
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most nations. Strong plt·judices existed ag:.tiustit when first it 
was' introduced into England, where the pri\'ation of it at this 
time would be one of the greatest calamities tllat could bcful 
the country. 'rhe same reasons which pre\'cnt them from breed
ing hogs operate against their keeping poultry: these would 
require grain, and this Jabor. Of wild Jowl, such as ducks aud 
geese, they can procure in most parts of the co.untTy almost au)' 
quantity, at the expenee of a little powder aoJ sllot. The larger 
kind of game, howeycr, are gen~raUy the obje,cts of the Dutch 
farmers. They ha,·c penetration enough to calculate that the 
same quantity of powder 'required to kill a duck will bring 
down an antelope. Of this tribe of deer, that sp~cies men
tioneu in a former Chnptcr l1ndt~r the name of the spring-bok, 
is met with on the plains of Camdehoo in sucb vast numbers 
as are almost incredible. A thorough-bred sportsman will kill 
ii-om twenty to thirty every time he goes out. This, howel'er, 
he usually docs by a kill~ of poaching. He lies concealed 
among the thi~kets near the springs or pools of water, to 

which the whole hero, towards the close of the clay, repair 
to -quench their thirst, and by discharging am.ong them his 
enormous piece loaded· with several bul/ds, he sometimes 
hrings down three or four at a thot. Ostriches ,.we met wiLh 

on the same ,vJains in great pleJltJ~. aDd ofte,I} refreshed 'our 
whole compimy with the spoils ofitheir riests. 

On the twelfth, in the space of twentyll1ilcs,. we saw only 
tWO farm-lid-uses; one of which' '''as des~rted ii'om scarcity of 
water; arid tbefoJiowing day ",ealso pa.sed tl';-o habitations. 
'Having ~rossed ·;tbe ,'~uDda'y river nin'e times since onr depar
ture from GraalfReynet, aed e"ery time in great danger of 
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o\'crturniug the waggolls, we now quitted it a1together, and 
encamped on the arid .. ,vlain at a distance from any walt'r. 
'fhis part of the di~trjct is called the Zwart R.uggcu.y or 
black ridges. Except the sInall plain of our encampment 
there scarcely occurred, in the distaTlce of forty miles, a 
hundred yards of )c"cI ground. The roads Ol'er the ridges 
were execrably bad, constantly ascending or dcscrmling, 
covered with large fr~gl1\cllts of loose stones, or carried Q"er 
ledges of finn rock. 

'1'hough vegetation in general ,"'as tllinlj' scattered oyer 
the stony surface, stulltC'd, and l:Ulguid, Jet some of the 
eminences were tolerably v.·cU clothed with a species of eu
phorbia, whoBe luxuriance of growth shcw(~d it to be con
genial to the ~oil .~,id the situa~ioll. The lean's wt~re ('feet, 
hexangular, and armed \'i'ifh a row of double spines along 
each edge. It appcareu to be the same spccit-'s of which 
I\{r. Patterson has ' giv;'n a drawing;'but itis not here con
sidered as a pojsono~ts pJant, as he has reprt'SclltecJ it, 
though a vcry obnoxious one, as by its spines it prc\'ents the 
eatUe from picking up any little herbage that Illay be grow
ing about its roots. Another speci~ of euphorbia. scarccJ'y 
rising aho\'c the surfac~ of 'th~ ground, is bore also \"f::fy 
,common . . l;'torn a' central ciIro.na is'sue, as so many radii, a 
'tlunlber of round intbricaf:ed' ,' Jea:ves, containing, ,jike all the 
restof this . genus, a white Jllilkyfluid: the ,:entrai part of a 
fuUgro;v'J · pl~';t' lnclo,es not lil8sth;'n a . pint. The oxen 

, , 1\ ' . ' , " " , ' .' , 

piercif (:th~ .. ~~.~. ~ith thcit'ihcisive .teeth. and drink the 
inilk; .ild' it!s theopinil'n,of the ··mimers that t!><'y.hecQme 
fat by fedlirig upO;n it. 'I'bough '!(1ssa.l,i.ngenftbliJitl,c 'fluid 
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that is usually produecd by this tribe of plants, it possesses 
that quality to a HTy considerable degJ'ee; .Y(~t 110 :-.orl of 

illcolJ\"cnience is known to attend the usc of it to the cattle. 
The p<:asantry collect. jt for another purpose. 'Vhcn warmed 
over the fire, aod stirred round with a soft ochraccolls stone, 
it takes the consistence of tar, and in that stale is considered 
as an excellent grease for tbe axes of their waggoll wheels. 

'Ve passed, on the fomteent.h, a Ilarrow opening, called 
the Pourt, through a long range of hills n1\lJling ~ast and 
west, and extending each way beyond the I"each of tile ('yc. 
Tue approach to the chasm was beautifui aud magnificent 
in the highest degree. I f'or the space of three or fOllr miles, 
on the northern sille, the road serpellt.izec1 through a lalJ 
!oIhrubbcry divel'sifi( ~d with some of the most elegant anu ~ho\\' y 
plants or Southern Africa. Among , the~e were uow in the 
hcigl1t of t~cir blossoms a great variety of the cl'asslIlu, a 
beautiful scarlet cutcl;l/cioll, many species of the aloe, SOllh: 

tllrowing out their clusters of flowers acro!ts the road, and 
others rising above the rest in spikes of blood-red blo!tsoms 
not kss than fIfteen feet ill height, Ati'ican brion,V clasping 
C\'ery bush with its "ine-like leaves, and a beautiful pl<lnt 
resembling the jessamine, whose dusters of \vilite flo\V{~rs 

scented tlle whole country. The road ,through the shrubbery 
was composed of a smooth, yellowish, sandy earth without 
a stone, and did not contain in any part the length of a 
hUlldred~ard. in a straight line. The Riet berg. or Reed 
mouuta;n it;i. th~ back ground, blushed to the very summi.t with 
a wood or t~lt :slljooth-slcllllllCd aloes ·tiearing loog spikes of 
pin,k-colored jlower.. 
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Having passed the k1oof, or poort, we cross('(1 a plain of 
six or seven miles in width, and encamped on the 'Vulga f(}ll~ 
/~yn at the tcet of another range of hill. parallel to the Rict. 
berg, and still more thickly covered with frutesccnt plants. 
Here we started a herd of fourteen large bufralocs that had 
been rolling in the spring. They 'Were very shy, and scam
pered an--ay at a great rate into the thickets which co'\"crecl tile 

·sides of the hills. .FOT three days' journey ti'olll this place the 
road layover a country . that was finely market1 with bold 
hills, plains, gradual swells, and hollows; but it was wholly 
coveted with a forest of shrubbery . Sometimes, tor the dis
tance of tcn or twchrc miles, the!'e was not the least opening 
to allow of our turning a yard out of the path either to the 
right or to the left; aJ)d from the heigllts, where the hUl:Ihcs 
were less tall, the ·eye could. discern only an llllintcrrup1 cd 
forest. Nothing could be more beautifu.l nor more illtcrt.'st~ 

ing than these grand and cxtcnsire coppiec woo(l~ ullpcarco to 
us .for the greatest part of the first clay's jounlfY ; but the ill~ 
convenience they occasioned towards the evening, whc'n we 
wished to JIUit, was seriously felt. Th(~re was not a sufiicient 
space of clear ground for the tent Hnd ,,,aggon~, nor to lllake fast 
the oxen; ano, what was the. \~orst of all, not a drop of water. 
Tbe weather·l~ad, been. very su1try t . the tpennomctcr fluctuating 
generally frum 75." to SO'in the "h';'i:ie during the day;yet t],e 
cattle had only tasted water once in three days. The two nights 
w,hen they were Il)lJoked it was necessary to bind' them fast 
U; the ,waggoDs, that they 'mlgpt ri~t stray into the thicket, 
where they wl'!uJd', infallibly h~v¢ .been lo.~ or d~vo"l"!'d by 
lions. T!.eprintlly( the feet ofihi~' destructive ' animal were 
every whe~ : :~!i ,.on the rpad, and every night, we beard 
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them roaring around ~s; nnd, in addition tt> these, Our eilf!'l 
were assailed wilh the \'luiol1s cries of .. multitllrlc of fero· 
cious b('asts lll3t nightly prowl the woods ill quest of pTe)'. 

The roaring of liolls, the helluwing of huilulo("s, the howling 
of wo]\'CS, the yelping of jackal 'I, ~ucl the tilllid IOW11lg of our 
oxen, were parts in the lIocturnal concert that ('ould not .il(' 

said to produce mllcil harmony to liS who were eucHl1Iped in 
the midst or a tOfest of Wlli('h we could disccl'll no (~Jl(1. 

On the slope (~ f a hill, fO\\'anls the southern n.~rg(! of tllc fo
rC!it., I di~tingtlj !" lu~(1 among- flip. clumps of fl'ut.esct'llt pJall1s 
~c\'eral tlou'('fS of a sll'dit::id; ,\"lJich. 1 took Jor granted to h,~ 

the '1'(":;;'/([" but 011 a Hearer approuch it turned out to be a IIC\\" 

spceies dit1i.~ rillg remarkably in the foliage from the two al
rca{~.y kUOWl). Instead of the broad plantain-like leaves of 
these, those of the new species were round, a little comprcsst'u. 
half an inch ill diameter at the h:Jse, tapering to a point at. 
the top, and from six to ten feet bigh: the flowers appc.lf('d 
to he the same us those of the rrginre, the colors perhaps a 
little dceper, particularly that · of the nectadum, which was 
of a beautiful \'iolet blne. I procured half a. d(lZen roots. 
which 1 sellt down t.o the botanic garden at the Cape; alld 
the plant i.'i now in England, and like·ly to become as COUl

mon as . t.he othcl· species. A beautiful plant of the palm 
hihe was growing near the itrelitzia, from the pitb of which 

the Hottentots were said t.o make a kind of bread. It ,,"'as a 
species otzQmia, apparently a vadety of the L"'!Jcadis described 

by Mr. M.assJ)n. The leaves were of a glaucous color and 
tanceolate; .th"e· .. Joaflcts nearest the ba~c pointed with one, . '.". 
those about t.he' midd·le with t.wo,. and those at the extremities 
·with three, :-;trong spines. 

l'OL. }.. I. 
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On the ct'(,-Iling of tile scn'u.tccnth ~'C cncamJ)cd 011 the 
,~erdant hank of a beautiful lake in the miust of :a wood of 

frutcsccllt plants. 1 t wa~ of an 'oval form, about tbrec mi"it·s 
in cirC'lI111ferl'llct:. On the \1T!'i1cm side was.·'a. ~ll e lving bank 
of green turf, and r~und tile other . pnrts of the buson the 

ground, rising more abruptly, nnd to a gr{,flter height, was 

covt'n:d thickly with the sam~ killd of arhorcolls and SI1CCU~ 
lent plants as h~d . been' ObS:CfV,cd to gron' most commonly in 
the thicket5- of the 'adjoining country. The water "was pet"
fectly clenr, but salt as brine. It was one of' those salt-wattT 
lakes .which abound in Southern A fricR, where tIley arc called 

::out pa~ls hy the colonists. The O!lt: in question, it seelllS, is 
fhe most filmous in tile c_olony, and is rcsortt'd t.o hy tllC 
inhabitants from very distant parts of the· country, 1<11' the 
purpose of procuring s-ait for their . own consumption or 
for sale-~ It is situated on a plain of considerable cJc\'ation 
·above the level of the· sea. The greatest part of the bottum 
of the lake \Vas ~O\-'ered with oue continued body of suit like 
a sheet of ICC, the cry~tals of which were so nnited that it 
10rmed a :-o}id .mass as~ hard as rock. The margin 01' shore of 
the ~son was like thesaudy ;bea.ch of the se..").· coast, ·with 
sand.5t9ne and qua·ria· pebble-5, thinly·.scattered over it, some 
red, some purple, and otb,OriI grey, , Beyonu the narrow belt 
'ohand rouhu the inilrgiD,the'liheet .of salt commenced with 
a · tl~in· porous cru~t, increasirig i~.' lhickllessahp~!idi.ty a~ it 
advaneed .towards the mid(ll~;,I)f the la\.:lI!" 'l'\lC , .. ,lt that i. 
takiiri:!t:I)i1 . .for ust, iSget\era'!I'y':~; }!p . with pick." ... 
wherii\tti': 'about(our "'tD"" .. l.nc~Jhick; whi.ch .is at no 
great ~i8~~'.ri01Ui:I1"'~~inofth.~ jake; , ' Th~~\~~i>~ss " 
iu the 'll/iddle IS not ,kDO:WDi!.4\'l"a.l)t,tty , Qf .~.~neralJy 
temainitlg i!i · that . p~. ;, :,fhO'dry. ' ~l!tll""'.f.ciiI'f ~ind. of 
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5umlUer agitating the water of the lake produce Oil {lie 
margin a fine, light, powdery salt, like flakes of snow. Thi .; 
is equally beautiful as the refined salt of England, and i~ 

"much sought af~cr by the women, who always cOlHmission 

their husbands to bring lwme a (Juautit.y of snowy sa lt. f!)i' 

the table . 

. In endeavourillg ~ account for the great accumulation of 
pure crystallized salt ' at the bottom of this lake, I should 
l.ave concch·cd'the following explanation suffic.icntly sat.i s.fa c

:tory, had not some local cir('ulluitances seemed to militate 
stronglY agai'.1st it. 'fhc water of ,the sea, on the coast of 
Africa contains" a very high proportion of salt. During the 
'strong soulh-('3St winds of summer, tItn spray of' the sea 
is carried t.o a \'cry considerable extent into the country ill 
the shape of a thick mi!Jt. The powerful and com billed 

d1-('c~ of the dry " lind and the sun carryon a rapid cvapora~ 
.tion of the a<l"cQuS part of the 'mist, and of course a discn· 
gagcmr:nt of tht? saline particles: these, jll their fall, arc 
l'ecc'i"cd on the ground 01' Oil the foliage of the ' shnJbbcry. 
,Vhen the rains COTllDlc.ncc thc,y arc .clguiu, taken up in ~'joll1~ 
t'iuh' and c arried into the. salt plin, towards which the COHn
tty~on · C\rer>· ::·8i'dc' inclines',· The quantity ()f. salt tuus se'pa
r.~tedtirdm 'ilie s¢a, : and bornc .'upon the laoo, . is m~ch more 
cdO .. iderlibl& tHan at the.·· first . thought it might seem to be. 
At '. tbe':distance ·of se\~cral miles ·from the 'sea-coast, the air,. 
i,,:"valitit,:g.!\gainst the wind, 'I~ perceptibly oaline to Il,e lips. 
It Icaf,ti~;~'''I.~in/1 feel .ulioll rhe. clothes, ' ''\I(} gives to thellO 

, , . " ,J'"',,,," '. , ', . 

• Iso a ·si\ll/i'i;.'.tii.ot>;; .·.: Thc ostrich fell;tbcf 1. Ifore in my: bat , ' " ~ ~J~ !' " " , " '. 
iilwaS' h\n;g " jj· ~~t.e.dlfcad,' w.hcri ncar tI,e sc,,~s~ III a 

[; .~ 
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south-rast wind, ~nd recovereo it:'.df im:ucJiatcly wliell the 
",'ind shin-eel. ]11 short. the air betomes 50 mm:h obscul'ed 
\fill! the sillinc particles that ohjects :can ,only be distin
guishp\J through ' j,t at ,"ery 'short distances, And as these 
winds pl'C\'ail fur seven or <;ight mouths in the year, the 
wind call ea).;iJy concci\'c that, in' the lapse of agrs, the 
cluantity of salt carried UpOIl '· the surrounding' country, and 
wafted annually from : thence" into the COru~UOIl iCSC1TOIf', 

might bave accumulated to the preseut bulk. 

Were tllia, however, actually the case. it would nahlrally 
follow that alJ the reservoirs of water in the proximity of this 
sea--COf\st should contain, more or less, II portion of salt. 
Most of tbem in fact do so. lletwcen the one in question 
and,' -the sea J ' a distance of six miles, there are three other 
salt,: lnk.s, two of "",bien are on a plain within a mile of the 
strand. None of these, however, deposit a body of salt 
except in very dry summers wben the greatest part of the 
water is e,'aporated. " One i. called the ned Salt ' pan, the 
crystal. of salt produced, in it being alway. tinged of a ruhy 
color witbiron. Thi. lake i;, aoout l",ice the size of that 
above, deocribed, All the\IC 'B1nIuld 'seem to favor the suppa
oltionoftbeslOtt beingbNlligll1;;f&m the sea, wereit not that 
c~, to the .idC.,ftb~lakil:*.produees tbe greatest quan
lity ,iI;uiagoant poOl or '..alley/ the water Dbrhieh ii, per
_fieob.i" A';oilitr,stroiJg~N!1!j'rnt ag.UDsttbell'ypotb~ , 
1il#i,-,.~ti,r;. tlie cir<lli\n.~~.;qilf!?i'!r'l\&vingdiscovet~ 
em ,.t4fiijj,:·: IltOe "' .evetaJ : 6i{i ~"rl.i';i,rHi~ 'Same ~kilid :lie-

. ;~" 'I" .:~, """ ~~"" "; ' ,~··". " , ~· .. ~1l\~~5\!~ :~: c.' , ., • ••. ". : • 

Iiil>d , tI#9~~i\~~~: #~t~ 'lrJt,UinCe ' oft;;;o.Jilr.~red , 
mile. ~:!lje '~$t;:ijj~'d~ al).e1evation tb~1dd: pot ', 

i"',;) .
'~~.~' 
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be less than fi\'c or six thousand feet. 'rhe soil too on all 
sides of the Zwart-Kop's salt pan was deep ,'r.getable earth, 

ill some places red and ill others black, restilig !lpon a bed of 
day, and without having the smallest yestige of salt in its 
compo!Sition . . That salt ill a soil was inimical to and destruc

li\o·~ of vegetation was well knowD t<,> the ancients. In the 
metaphorical lllanuer of the eastern nations in treating things 
as well as ideas, it was usually ordained, after the destmc-
1-ion of a city, to " throw salt" upon it that nothillg afterwards 
might gmw there: ' The sbruul>cl'Y, bowever, upon the 
banks of this salt lake was beautifully luxuriant · to the \70ry 
water's edge. 

A cause, then, less f{,lDote remains to be adopted; and 
the only conclusion l\ccms to he that ei.ther salt-water springs 
must exist towards the center of the lake, .or th.c' water that 
rests in it mu~t COlli"; in contact with a stratum of sal gem or 
rock salt. The latter supposition' is perhapo the only satis
factory way of accounting for the saltness of the sea; aud , if 
the subterranca,n strata of this su.bsta.nc'c be among the num

ber of.those that are most commonly !fIet with in the bowel. 
of the. earth; as. bas beeu . supposed,. the 'effects that exist 
may :casily be conceived to arise froin it. Tbe salt of Poland 
aIo.oewould .probably be .more than sufficient to. salify the 
N~rtherll AtJaritic. ... .. . 

We ha:ppent;<t to visit the Jake. at a verY u"favorable season, 
when. it ,iru fuli of' water. About the middi." it was three 

. ' " ,, ~, -'."f. ':. '.',: ;." •. •. '. , 

Ue\ deCJ~t'~~!:~~t~y clear to p~:ceive sev"",J veins'1(l\
d!"k f~rrugii!~c _ . .. .. ·m~~t""g ""V&rIOUS dlrec~1O~s .the 
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sheet of salt. 'l'ht~SC were in aU pl'obability spriugs wllOsc 
action had impeded crystallization, and brought upa quall
tily of oehraccous matter. I caused a hole four feet ill depth 
to be dug in the sand close to the e,dge of the water. 
The two first fret were through sand like that of the St:<l

.shore, in which were mingled 'smull shiuing cl'ysta'}s of salt. 
'The third foot was considerably hinder and more compact, 
and came up in flakes that required SOUle tlegree of force to 
break. " nd the last foot was so solid that the spude would 
!:iCaT.Cely 'pierce it; and onc~fifth part of the mass at least was 
pure 1'»lt in crystals. The water nq,w gushtxl in pt'l'f'et.:tly 
dt:ar and ~s snit as brillC. 

Allotlie~ object of natura·) .history 'was tliscon~red about 
nve: ~Hcs north-west from the sult ·:tp'an. . This 'vas -on tht~ 

, , ' , 
side of a small hill ,down whieh ran a slre.amlet of clmlyh('ah~ 

,yater fl'ODl it ' spring .. ~itl1atcd about midw::ty of the as('ent . 
Imn~edi~t.e]y bdmv the ~pl'ing the slr('am I'<tll through a 

chasm of ~\'e" o~ six feet dC'ep" in ' the midst 'of a mound of 
bJack boggy 'earth whi;ch 'sef med , t~ ' hare ,been \'ol1litCt l 
ont o~. Jhc spring. '.:: 'fhe In9Un~ ,vas c(lmpletdy :-dcstitute 
of any kind of ';,cgetation. aM ' so light aud lumelil'd lhat 
it w<>.Old Il<'8rcdy 8!lppoit" iIl~" l\ieigl;t of "a man. The 'water 
w¥ cJe~l', b,ut"t~le b~,u,om.' af..~e :chan.nel was con!rcd with a 
d""p ' o,t~nge~ eohjl'~! ,.edi~D:t' ,0( , a ' gcllltirious c6,n';"lello •• 
~.9!~pr'mtl)l /.!'~" lii'~~¢~Yip~rlof,~bog ~, .. otlsi~g 
outA;~]:i.tMce; '.; n , .01ll~ ~lac~.:j,~~;!., a~d .in oil.ers&!:""il • 
.. 1ii<;1'-;':-t~.;"atl,~ 'tq , 1l>elf~~~~jhllt of 81\lm';~(~Jien 
, ex~;w ftl~'1I~ii,9t; .~ paililjeit: ~e1led outi~;\!'"ti.rge 
boll .... 'llli&itr. ~;\~bi(;lI~~ilternlil partl1~ 1i~!~ 'red. 
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friable clay, and the intt'J'ior sllrf~lCC was cO~llctl oyer \\'ith fl. 

black glassy l>cllicle. The smt'll given out was at first sliglltly 
sui phlll'cous and afterwards bituminomi. (J reat quantities of a. 
clark, red, ochraceous earth was thrown out f!'Om the bog ill 
small heaps like mole-hilk This .when taken between the 
fingers became oily anu adhcsiyc, and the colol' brightened 
to that uf ,'ermilion. Both the reel, the green, and the yel
low substances, when boiled in water, dero~itcd a smooth . . 
clayey sedimellt, unctuous to the feci, taslicss <l1H1 colorless. 
The water had itnbibeu a strong aciu, and 'had dissoheu pal'l 
of the copper kettle ill which it was boiled, as appeal'ed by 

this qlcwl ' being urought down on piects of polished iron. 
The impregnated water clJangeJ the coJor of blue paper. 
The want of chemical tests prevented any farther cxperi~ 
tncnts; but I ilflagine the suhstanccs were sulphuric acid iu 
cOlOhinatiou with clay forming alum, and the same acid in 
ullion with iron, com'posing grl'en "itriol or copperas, which 
the mixture of bituminolls m' other heterogcl\co~s matter had 
prc\"ent,cd froUl 'forming itself IIlto regular crystals. 

The water of the spring was of tbe same temperature:1s the 
sun'otl~di~~g atmosphere; but a' farmer who was with us Qs~ 
ser~eu 1><>s;ti"cly thm fifteen yea,.. ago, when last he was ~Il th" 
S'PC)t, : the ,water was thr~\Vn out \varm .to a considerable 
d~grec. Hl'S assertioll'~ however, was liable to some doubt, 
P¢tiodif;81 hot springs pre pheoOlllen8 in nature not fi'c~ 

qllcnt!~' i~~c"er~ met ~\·hll. It is jtl~t ,possible thut n portion 
of ~n.a\\lmr,d sulphuric ¥,i\l cODling in its disengaged state 
ill cDnlact wiUdhc water might occasionally raise its telll'pe
I~ure . ; . but tlle ·iilfu~tion o(tlic ~asantry on allY ,;ubject, 
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and in all cOllUtrics, should be rcceiYed ' ,with a degree of 
caution. Those of Afi'irQ, I. have gcncral!.r_ obseM'ed, nrc 
m'uch . disposed to tM !maivCl:lous . . Befor .. : I- ascended the .. ," ', ' ., , . . 
hill in question I 'vao" 1014 that the suffocating smell of sul-
phur constantly given "ut was Ican;ely to be 'supported, and 
that there \~as ' ulway's 'a proc.ligio~s snioke~ b.oth of whi.ch 
"'ere palpable fal.elooods. 

W .. ' fQu';d :encall1~d ootha !JOrdets of-tloe.··salt-watcr lake" 
fa~.er ~nd'}lil whole family, con"sisting of so~·s a'n<l daught.ers, 
aod. gl"'dndchBdrcn ,; :of oxeu, COW~t sheep; goats, and dogs. 
Ile was movitig to a new habitation, ; and, in addition to his 
1i\'e-:-stocK, carried with him I,lis whole property iu two wag
go~J. :' 'H~ adp'ised ~s to" ~e ·,fast our .oxen to the waggons. 
a~two· n(bi • . horseS bad been derourcd on the preceding night 
by'lions . . ' This powerful and treacherous' animal is n:ry com
':mon,in the thickets:-abqutthc salt pan; tJ'eacherous., because it 
seldom rillik~fall open attack, but, like the rest oflhe feline 
genus, -iies in ambush till it can conveniently;splillg upon its 
prey. Happy for tbe pe"santrYt,tbe ~ottentots,l,M tboseimi; 
inaJ. tbat ate tbe objects of its destruction, were its noble and 

·.generousnatur", tbat so ot't'llas,firedtPe Imagination of poets, 
realized, and ·· if big royal pa-,l: di(ru)ined .to.tain itself 'in the
:hi6pd .ofaoy ~Ie"ping creature ! . Th~ lion, in fact, i. QilO 'of 

. ; ...... ' ,,' . , " . ' c. " 

: tJi~tlnO$~,Jndolllnt of all ·tbe ·'~t. of'prey, nnel np~r give~, 
. ". ...' , . ' tI( 

JrinJsclfthetroublc of a pursuit.IJ'i!Ie"s batd presoe<l -ifi,th hUJ. > 

gefi'i'9~1 .'-aUr'; ilrrival at; ,,-,f8!'iii~h¥',;;,i'\l tbe .bink.; 9.f ·tbt 
Zwa1't.,~'~g:~riv4ir. ;~ Ii~n' ~-i~~m,f.b"t by~ lra~:,!n ; 
aIId.b~~e\'')ire :9f :~~!q.tl1-'ntots bad . brougl,t .. ~~ a 
larg<> inall\ ,fii1jf~I~:; :I'i>iliJuiiD,\] ( t.ho bo, c~tTt'r ()f~:c liuf/c1lla, 
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Naturlr) is the strongest and the fiercest of the bovine genus, 
Nature seems to have designed him as a model JOT producing 
('xtraordinary powers. The horns at the base are each twcl\'c 
Of thirteen inches broad, and are separated only by a narrow 
channel, which fills up with agt~,. and gives to the animal a 
forehead completely con'red with a rugged mass of horn as 
hard as rock. From the hase they diverge backwards, and 
a"re inc~T\'ed towards the points. which are gcncralJ,V di~tant 
front cacl~ other about three· feet. Ahout th(' hf'ight of a 
(;olllmon-sjzed ox; the African hufi'alo is at least twit;c its 
bulk. The fihres of its muscles arc like so mallY bundles of 
COI'!)S, aud '. th~y arc cO\'cred with a hide little inferior in 
l;trength and thickness to that of the rhinosceros. It is pre
ferred by tbe peasantry to the skin of all other allimal~ fur 
cutting iuto thongs to be used as traces and ha1'llc!\~ for their 
carts and waggons. :1'hc flesh is too coarse-grained to be 
good; yet the farmers generally salt it up as food for their 
llottentots. It is curious enollgh that the teeth of this species 
of buffalo should at all times be so pelfectly loose in the 
sockets as to 'tattle and s.hake in its head. 

T~le 'lion frequently mea~l1res his strength with the buffalo, 
and alivays gains the advantage. This, l.iowc\'cr, he is said to 
a~~aIDplisb by stratagem, being afraid ~o attae[( hinl ou tho 
op~n plain. He lies ~aitiQg in ambush tm a cori\'e'oieot op-: 
portuni.tJ offers for springing upon the buffalo, and ti.iug hi. 
fangs ,Jft :"b~s ·throat; then ' striking h~: paw into the animal's' 
face;: he ;.tir~round tbe head ··an<t pin. him to the ground 
b.v. ~ie :ho~i ·bolding · bim ill that situation till he e"pires 
Ip,.;f·i)~of j,r9«r: <~ch abattlew9ulcl furojsh • graild sub

j"'?'M'iiJepo.ve""~:~'lIlaJttti&'pencii. 
,YO.t.:. J '. " 
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If the Dutch lta\,c h{'{'n tou indolent to domesticate t.he 

quacha a!td the zebra, it is less a matter of astonishment that 
no attelllpts have b(~en .. made ·ou the ficl'ce ~nd powerful buf~ 
falo. Ally otber nation, having possession .of the Cape for 
one hundred' and fifty ycars;' \vou.Id certainly have effected it. 
A male, if taken very young, anu' suffered to rlln among the 
cattle, would in all probability 1l3vc intercourse with the 
cows; at least t.he other ,species of the oOl'inc tribe. when 
dom.e~\icated~ 'have ~een' lound ,to mix together without any 
diffic,uhy. Sucu a connection would produce a change in 
the preSt~nt urccd uf l:attlc In the colony, and" without doubt 
f{)f the better: a worse it could not well be than the (';Olll

Ulon long~lcgged ox of the country. 

On the evening of the eigllteenth we arrived at Zrx;art-kop's, 
ol'-Algoa-bay, and found his 'l\1ajesty's brig, the Elope, wbieh 
had been sent expressly by AJrniral Pringle to meet us, rid
ing at anchor there. Here we rcmaiJled for a few days, in 
order to 'make such observations on the bay, the coast, and 
the circumjact:nt country, as we deemed t~ , be neces~ar'y, and 
the Fesult of which will hereafter be given. 

At .the distance of fifteen miles w the westward of the bay, 
~:. Close, to, t~~ .sea--shore, we were ,~grecably surprized in 
tmleting. with '. :" aTge forest of many thousand acres of groupd ,. -. . ' " . ~ . .', 

covered' l'ompleteIY ' with, ~r""" ",f ,'arious kinds aDd , ilimen.-
sion(;,:~~~e , .• ~, C~i.~mo~ '. ~::::th~ " ·8!el:foW.t" .:ot yeitow .,~o~, 
(tQZui , :efq~at"f) . erroneoialy c.ul~: i by 'fhunberg ,t,~ iJez 
<rocea • . '.l'h,?"trees !!row to t~e am8Eibg si.eot~!tet in 
diameter; .,~dto tbe heiglll . of thirty or f0rtll~'Of'~rQnk, 
clear of bran.c1>es. The , wood jJ . .e..viceab'lii'lOr';'lii!iily . pur-
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poses, but will not bear exposure to weatlier. Next to I be 
yellow w.ood · is the YZC1' /tout, iron-wood, (n siclcrv'1~II'OIl,) 

growing to the size of three feet in diameter, the trunk straight 
and very high. The wood of this tree is c1mc-grained, POIl

rierolls, and of great hardness. llit~c:agai lwul (the clIl'tt'.'iia 

fagiuca of the llul'tus Kl'WCllsis) is a beautiful tree, which 
grows to the size of the jroll~wood, and is used for naves, 
tcllies, aDd spokes of waggon wheels, and for most. imple
ments of hushu!ldI'Y. The grain of this wood is somewhat 
closer and the ~ol()r darker than those of plain mahogany. 
Stink houi, or stinkillg wood, takes its name [rol11 an offensi\,c 
excrementitious ooor, which is exhaled fi'om it while green, 
and which it retains till perfectly seasoned. It grows ·to · the 
size of the gc:clllOltt, and is by many dcgrc('s the best kind of 
wood that is produced in the colony. The grain and the 
shaucs arc not uulike those of walnut; and many specimc!ls 
from old trees make exceedingly beautiful furniture. It ap
pears to be well calculated for use in ship-building, eithcr as 
lmccs, beams, timbers, or plank. The stiuk hout is the nati\'e 
oak of Sout.h Africa, alld I believe the only spccics foulld 
at least in the southern part of thut c·ontincnt. It may 
thercf~re .slOt improl>eJ'ly be call ell the (.J,UCl"CllS Aji·icQ.llQ: Sc
ve:ral .. pthef timber-trees of. \'ast size were gro.wing hcre, and 
in ·6thcr -places almlg t!Je southern coast, tho·number of which 

. · l)fO<;~lred ,by us wnouilted to more than for(y')iifferent kintls, 
~:t \~i)i'ttli a ·~ist will be giycn in a future Chapter .; yet in Cape 

,. . .. ., ': .. ,~ .. ' .' . 
TowO"-:t:llere .is a general complaint of a want. of woud ;.snd the 

:" . ' ) . c·· 1f · ..,.: . ' • . .. .. . . . . 
,:;;, clti:8.~",gaiW,':d.erua.nd o!&lxhulldred p~r CCI.' ,t. profit has bt'en 

. , , in",de thcrcfOi~ut'iipean ·~81~, . 
~~. 



TRAVELS IN 

In ndtiition to the forest-trees, we also U1d with 8 great 
"ariety of ~mall coppice wood; and the ",hole coast, for more 
than a day'sjourncy to the westward of Zwart-kopJs bay, was 
skirted with a belt of thick bru~hwood almost down to the 
wa1m's edge. '{'he g~catcr part of the forests of South Africa 
appears to 'be cllcumhcred witQ a species of lichen that covers 
nearly the whole.foliage,ahd hangs from the branches in tufts 
of a foot to three feet in leDg~h. This lichen was 'observed par
ticularly to be growing upon the geel /wut, and evidently im
peded the growth of its branches. 

In the midst of all these forests the miserable hm'els in wllich 
the graziers live are the pictures of want and wretchedness. 
F~. low mud-walls, with a couple of sql13re holes to admit 
the~ligh't; aDd a door of wkker.work, a few crooked polt's to 
tupport. a thatch of rushes, slovenly spread over them, serves 
for the dwellirig of maDY a peasant whose stock consists of sc~ 
.vera) thousand sheep l!nd as many hundred head. of cattle. 
The oxeu in this particular pasture were not so large. nor fat 
as those farther up in the country, nor wctC the sheer' nearly 
80 good .~s ibose of Camdeb~o . . One principal article of their 
rev~nue is butter. . An African OO.W, ei.thcr from its beiug of a 
bad breed, Or from tbe nature ofits food, or tbe effects of the 

,'c1ilPate, or perhaps tTom )0 cOnjbination of these circum.tiln
.c~, gives but;,a very omaU;quautity of poor milk. ·· Four 
q!oulrtl a-~ay i. cODsider!)d · ... ..,methitig extraordi~afJ" ,apd 
ab!,Il~.' I!alfd~ g:uantityls. tli~ '~,~av.<;~ofa cow ·at the 

" •••• • • . . , • • • • j, •• " • • " • • ~. , '. 'J ' 

very: ;~ of;gerp>iI,k. r~" b~. ,is ~imes ·tQkif.i"'y 
g~;):M .the; ~itOujt>;f~l'):\l~j~hewhoJe m,AA~:m~tbe 
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churn without suffering it to stand and cast the cream, 
operates generally against its bt:' illg so; and the management 
of the dairy bring cntl'ustcd to the care ora Hottentot, whose 
cleanliness is not the most prominent feature in her character, 
does nut enhance its goodness either ill idea or reality • . 

The country about Zwart-kop's bay seems to be well 
adapted fiJI' t.he cultivation of grain. >"-J'he rarmcr~ here gi.e 
themselves no trqublc to manure the laml, yet reckon upon 
a return of twenty-til'C, thirty, and Cyt'll forty, for one, espe
cially if a stream of wilter cau occasionally be turned upon 
the ground. On stiff clayey land a small quantity of sheep's 
dung is sometimes employed to prevent tile fragments ii'om 
clogging together, and to make their part!4 Jess tenacio1:ls. 
The little \'alue, they attach to manure is obviolls from the 
beaps of dung that. arc piled up about the houses in those 
places where the cattle, in order to presene them from beasts 
of prey, are pent up at Ilights . . These consist of circular or 
sq uarc spacc'i, shut in by dead branches of the thomy mi· 
mosa, wbich are called kraals, a name thf'J ha\'c also th01.ight 
proper to translei' to the collected huts of the Hottentots or 
Kalfers. The beds of some of these kraals were not Ie .. ,tban 
tlV"lve feet ,deep of dung, unmixed with any otber '.Illaterial; 
-but this is nc;.ither the only nor the least otfensi\'e nuisance with 
,vbich the hovel of R'Dutch peasant is usually ~rro~nded. 

Th~ great fertility of the landin tliis part or ib.' colooy is not 

IlOweveia~l !;!ldJl£Cmeot ,f?' t.bof_nne, to. ~xt,end thecultivation 
of gram ~'yoJld'iliepte.o:nt hmltcdquantl~y, as he can have ,no 
demand forllis 'i',toduce uoleils a tegulai' coasting trade "'lire 
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t'slablishecl. They would be "ery glad to lind a market for 
t.heir grain at a fixed contract price, 'C\ren as low as two shill
ings anJ eight-pence for a Winchester bushel delivered at 
Zwart-kop's bay. The ,vhc"at of the "Cape is it large full grain, 
weighing llsually from sixty-oue to sixty-fi\'c pounds a ·bu~hel. 

Immediately after the capture, a small cargo was sent to 
.Europe, wl.ich sold in J\iark-lane mnrkct at a higber price 
than the best English ,,,heat that appeared on the !)UlnC day_ 

The valley' through wh'iell Hie 7.wart-kop's river Ulcnnders 
in i'tS course to the hay, is u ftrl.ile tract of ('auntr:y, the 
greater part of it capable of being laid under wat('r. Jt i~ 

twenty mile!; in length and between two and three in widt]J. 
The hills, that on each side rise with au cas.y slope, exhihit. 
an ' unbroken forest of evergreen plants holding 'a middle rank. 
in' p(~int of size, between shrubs and trees. The tree crmsu/a , 
,everal il pccics of the aloe, of the euplwrhiu, and other S tH.:cll-

1~J:lt . plants, were also mixcd with lbc· shl'ubLcrXl and grew 
iUh remarkahle ' exu.berancc. The wlJOle of this beautiful 
,Ii~.f is divided 'betlvcen fOll'r families, each having llOt less 
tba~~ ~\"b .. dl~usand acres of land indepcndeJ"t of the cndosing 
hi1ls::~. wii6 wood. Yet. not ~-at~8fied with the possession 
of'thi8 : ;~~rUlous . q\ln.nt.lty~. theyJ ),8."ve madc 's(wcral attempts 
~. ,b\un: ¥.~n the: forest, ·that rthe .. ~tt1e might , more .. com'e~ 
\I',enUy 'ci>\ile at the tufts 'W ,fj>atehes of sweet gras', that 
aho';lidwl~il it: Hither~9 'illl 'their endeavours have proved 
m'ii~." 1\.e·~oment tli~t~~ceqJeiit;ipl~nts, p~iticuJarly 
the pt;cilo),t!!W~"~horbi?~,~iii! ;;i1~, the expanded 
~ir mtl\~'~~t'~J!;;'I'ih,~'J~lli;; '~nd~if;eir jai~s;; i"Jh-
109 Ollt ,ijl1i~ .. ~_&tii1)(u.sltea ;the-fire. 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

In onc part of t.he vallt'Y thel'e is a morass of consid ~'r'lhlc 

cxtput, wlJich however, by clltting one single drain, might IJ{: 

converted iuto a very beautiful meadow, The vast numbers 
of the Egyptian and the 1\1ouutain goose, of teals, and several 
other. species of ducks, that harbonr ill the reeds 'by \vhich 
the swamp is covered, are incredible, and the damage which 
the farmers sus~ajll by them 1n their crops is sa)cl to be very 
considerable. I ha\'c seen indeed a field literally covered 
with them; anf! they were too bold to be driren away by 
shooting at them. The buffalos also descend from the thick
ets hy night, and commit great depredations among the corn. 
These huge animals arc, however, much more easily chased 
away than tile geese, and make a-precipitatc retreat ·at ~he 
report eVcn of a musquet . . 

This marsh 01' morass concealed also a species of antelope, 
or goat, called the 1'icl-bok, 01' rcerl-goat, which does not ap
pear to be described iu the 8..Vlltcma Naturt£. ]n color and 
size the male has a considerable resemblance to the .leltcophcea 
or blue antelope .. : .. ~)ts hol'lls are from nine inches to a '"·foot 
in length, diverge a little towards the points which: are bent 
forwards, and are annulat~~ about onc-fou~th of t~e length 
from the base. A crest of short hair runs from the throat to 
the chest, which circulti~tance may probably .ssign it a 
place in the goat· geDus"~ . . TKe distinction however between 

these two genera seems to bq.,a,r.!>itrafY and not drawn . by na
ture.· 'fpe ~e4 JOat is a v~ 1are~ animal, and kn.own on~y, 
in few parts o(~ colony. Anothetspecies .of antelo~ .j . 
very comniOn i~'::~he neighb<>urhood ofZwart,Kop'. baYl)t;8 
Iro~w~ by the a:;'ttt~t~t n"0;1".'of "rabie. Except iq c~lo ... and 
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:-;iz€', beillg of a dar}.;cr brown and a little Jarger, it hore a con· 
siderabJc rcscJr~blancc to the steenbok: it is markrd on the 
face with two yellow Jines. Here also we met with that bcau~ 
tiful little animal the royal Dn'telope of Pennant, and the .P.'1g~ 
ma:a of tht' s.lj.~tema NatuTff. EXCE'pling the pigmy .musk-deer, 
the royal antelope is 1 he smallest of the buofe,l quadrupeds: 
the height is from nine to twelve inches; the sides of a light 
brown pussirig into ,an ash-colored bluc ou the back: the horn~ 
are about au inch and half long, erect and parallel, bluek, 
polished, and shining like marble: its habits arc mild and ill
nocent. The oosc/dmk or ,rood-deer, the antelopr ''';!lh.:(//icfI. 

with its white-spotted ' haullches, was common among tbe 

thickets, and the griC!;bok, the steenbok, and. the ciuikcr, werl~ 
equ'aUy p.lcntiful upon the plains . . 

Of bir,h, beside the ducks and gec~e ulready noticed, 
there was a great variety of water-fowl, such as flamingos, pe
licans, and several species of cranes. Partridges, phcasanL", 
and bustards wel'e ;llso abundant. 'l'he bird which at the 
Capi is, ~Ied a pheasant is in fact a tetrltO 01' grouse, with 
rema'rkabry strollg spurs on the legs, hnd two spurious ones 
just bel~~v the ~nce joint.- In ' addition to the two species of 
b~.tard .. khow~ in the colony·;!fj. the Dame of korltna1lS, at 
'.tliis' ·pll\CC we prOcured .. thirdi ,\a.ich appeared to be by 
liiiiqll~e. fi~",st bird we bad. ilfih~'iio met within Southem 
A:@~:.i,;aild , ~hich, thol/gh~~fienttYCoDlmon, is not des
erI~,,, .. ;tbe .S!I,t£maNiitlif'¥jj/\ Lt .is .C<illed bere the wilde 

p<I~;'~i:~i!a~"ck~ anamec.oJsialon;(;th another I"rge 
and el~t'~i~;:!~ardeiipfi>007'ina or balearic cratie, . 'fhe 
birdin·:q~~Ii',ju, >,pecic$ of.otit, aud is nearly lls.largc as 
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the N,o,rfolk bli~~. ,,111~, feat:hers oflhe neck are long, \Try 
thick;"and I(lOoe,iikeihO~Of a domestic, fowl" of a bright 
chemut .9"lor Olit)leiii:>p~~ part, and an ash-culored blue 

":,mder ,heithroat ~d ~, tho brc.~t. ,The feathers of the back 
be.iutifullyundulated ,.iih blaekatld ~roWIl Iin"',tbe helly 
while';',' ,th. ' tail fealhels from si.tee.i' 'to twenty in' 'number, 
mark~d .SWss with alterrlate bars ,oflll.¢k a'rid white; ,the 

" sprelldoftbe wiligs ,seven feet, and the whole length of ihe 
bird three feet and an half. It is generally met with ill the 
ueigbbourhoo~l of farm-houses ; arid-"to an appearance might 
very easily be domesticated,: th~ ' .6esh is ',exccec)il!gly good, 
with ' a hig~ /javor of ~e" , InjM'vi!;j;t)itY,oftl.c woods we 
saw a grcatnumbcr of thejalcoserp' .. !ariJs, callJll, ri~icu- , 
J6usly en.ough, the 'secretary bird, from the long feathers of its' 
crest bei'ng sii'ppose,d ·to rc~emble the p~,ns that it was . the 
custom for merchants' ,clerks to stick in the hair. The sera 
pentarilts i~ th~ a vO~fcd. enemy of snakes, .. ~n ~vhich account. 
I.e is considered, OOt1\'&Y the Colonists aqdd,leHottentots, as 
a sort of ,privileged bird. .of the sev,eral kinds .of 'malles 
whie,h they hereell)l~erate, one only, was c~nsidered : asi "in. ' 
noxw~;· t~lis . . wa·~/~the boom . stange . . or · trce:snake, ·~~·.:;. ~alled 
from it. , Qeing fo~,!~coiled ' , br3J1ches of 

i, ten, feet if) , ,thick, ,and of 
a blacl,. , It is 

: saI~'r,pf' lprocuring il. 
~pili* " jl1lg<en! ... 1 consists 

~;~!~~r~~l~~~i:g power ,,"scribed ",their ,reach hS 

"<~a~~;;d!~'~ ,;,~. ' lDeans~ ·. l.las '+ . Wben:,afnct. is 
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stated of so extraordinary a nature. that the generality ofman
kind could not have observed it, individual te9l,imony is not 
alway. of'sufficient force to establish general belief. In the 
southern part of Africa, where snakes . are every where met 
with jn great ~bundancE:, the .fact with regard ,to their fasci
nating power over birds is so well kho~n that very few of the 
pcru;antry 'will hesitate to -vouch fOJ" , the' tr~th of,it from per
sonal observation; ,but ,r have never heard it supposed here 
that the influence of the charm was extended to the human . . , . .,' . 
spe.~les~ · a,S has been asserted, seemingly on good authorities, 
to be the case jn parts uf Arsia and North America. The 
most formiJauJ~ species of this VCUOIDOUS tribe of animals ill 

the colou,., of the Cape is the hooded suaJ\c, ",·hich they cull 
the cobra capella. · The Hottento.t., though well acquainted 
with se~eral ',;egetablff ' antidotes against the . poison, of ser
pents, are ~~ry . inuch · afraid of ·this pal'ticuiar species. The 

. toost ap'proved remedy among' the Dutch is the slange ~tcen or 
snake-stolle, wblch they hoid to be infallible. This antidote 
8ppeats.to be in :fact nothing more than .a piece' of firm bone 
vf .onle animal made into an oval shape,.8nd bumt round the 
edges ·so a~ to ·.·)~il\'e .8. whJtish ,8pO~ ,in '~.:~iddic . . Tlle. c~~)Un
try-people;.<who purchase. thi!\rc!n.~dy ·tinder the . idea of its 

, being a sl;l)ne ta.ken· out of tll~,h""'d,ofa ce,iBin spccies of scr
:.,p.,nt, weie .very mucb as~l#'Ol' : being told th'at it "'Is 

. ·: ~Dtya ,plece o.f b911~ r~,d :'~~!e ·sq. on . . finding .tbat thi •. 
' rili.\JlQCe~~oOd ·th~lr te.t'·\<ltUle::~iOfl .. ~r~hii;~!d~ .... st .. ", 

. ,.' ,' . .,;" ,. " " '." . ' .... , . " ~ '~. ::~\. 'k '," '., ·,." . ~ , ,~ , 0-

.~~;~a~,;tl"'t:'!!r.tl!ro"''''~Pti! ~~\~;tlie.urfac~ "'btu: 
·m~;i'D" .. ~t)'; ,: 'l'<>J~1~[ii;.~tIi" bone mayP!i:' .. o . 

. . 1~bJ~'~~'W~~:1~iLiii(~iF~~j~: ' " · ~sc' ' ~i.~Jt~/;/·:for . en . ' ". '.', ,"< o;:, :"d 6" ,~ .. . ,., . ..• ', . · ,'",L·" ' , J·, ,, ;~' ; ' · ' .. · ,1 po : ~" \."";'(';~ l ~ " 
. ... 'h' L :"."" ,., .. ~. ;"I" " ",., .. :" ,,~· . . h"·" · d · :· .· ·~· .. }"'~Jl,." I· l ." W lew tell,wl!" . ."..,..!:f .",. . . ·ma e ... "",.·."a I at. 

" . " " . .' . .• . '," '''~ ~.: " ..... , :, •• ..:.: ... ; .. , , <, ", .. ~1~1'~;:}" _"\;;:'"' " " " " 
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tubes, as common sponge for instance, might perhap:; b~ 

o(lually efficacious. 

About twenty miles to the westward of ~wart-b.op's bay I:. 
another wide, open, unsheltered indentation in the (:oast, 
called Camtoos bay, into which full the Kromml, rl\'er, t.he 
earntoos river: Van Sroaden's river, and several ot.her i~ferior 
s,treams. " At tbe mouth of the Kromme ri\-cr two or ' three
ships may rille ' ~t ancnor in tolerable good shelter from most 
winds except the south-east. The cQu.litry that surrounds this 
large bay is covcrc'd with thick brushwood, and in places with 
clumps of fOL'est-trees. · Near the mO,uth of Vau Staaden's 
river we found, ill the steep sides -ora deep glen, 8cveral spe
cimens of a lend arc. 1 t was of tbat species known by the 
l)ame of galena, or lcad mineralized with sulphur. 'fhe l~lasses 
had no appearance of cubie crystallization., but were granu
lar and ~Ulorphous in ~ome specimens, and the surfaces . in. 
othe", were made lip of small facets. Tbis sort of galena i. 
sn01ctimes called by miners white silt-'CT' Ol'l:, o.n account' ·ofthe 
large proportion it has been found to contain of that metal. 
1 t is well known that alJ galcnas contain morc .or Ips!, of si1. 
vcr; aud it has b~n' observed that those whose coafiguratiOll 
is least di,ti.';"t ' have the , greatest proportion'" the bclero
gcn~ous :mot;i\ ha~ing" d,is,tul'.bed and ollstructed the natural 
arrangemellt~f tb~: piliticf~; whicliwotildbe that of a ma
thcmal1<;al ~Ilhe'ifptiif;;ct)y :pure" , 'rhe vein of the ore .. a. , ... , .. , .' ' . ', ' ' .. , . 
about"tli~'iIl,cbeS ,vide and ,an ' inch i!>ick, and it app~.red , 
to increi;se\.~~?;iQ ;width and . lhic~ness .as it advanced UD

der the.i~~\:4~:!Ock' w1,ili n:~ich ' it',wascorel'ed., . The 
gtt;'~t< o( ,,;;it!#'~~'.,;:::~~rtlJzil ,).a~d,stone of ~ ycUo,wilh 

. . N~·:2 .''':." ,~··· . 
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tinge, cellular and fibrous, harsh to the feel, illid easily bro-
ken. • ..• < . . ........ _ 

Some experiments ."e~ foi-mer~y, made, rn :'a,roogb' \vay, at 
the Cape of Good Hope, upon.spedmensoflhis ideuticnl vein 
of lc"d·ore, by -)lajor· Van Dben, aD .officer!n :tllO Dutch ser
,ice, and· thereBult of these proved iitp ··be uncommonly rich 
"in silver. According to ~his ·gentl~tlli~s-s~tement ofthe a!;say~. 
two hundredpouDikof ihe o're contain one hundred pounds 
of pu.reJ#<1l1i!li.' oiigbtourices of silver. Shouldthjs on a more 
aco",ra:t.dritllhirn oulto betl .. case, it may hereaner p,,>ve a 
. valuable ac4·\1.isjtiu'~ :~~. , the colony. Lea.d m.ines~ it is true, are 
generally very deep below Ihe smface of the ground, and the . 
working of them is hothtroublesome and expensive. Hut here 
a vei,n, of.ric~': ~t~ ~ s~lC~i~g ' it&el£ ~t. the slU1ace,. gives reason
able g~.ind~!or: ;~~umiDg ".tli"t t~ . large body oflhe mine 
Ulliy not .lie at any ·great deptb; and if ·soit woold .be worked 

. advantageously. '" The' siirrouiidingeountry is particularly fa
,von.ble for ' thelirosecution of sucb an .un·dertaking. Wood 
isin such . both for building .ana lor fuel, that it 
wouJd net ' . ' " . " :·Tw.o streams of water 
unite . . . tb{ · .. , . . would suppo!'t 

with · that nlight be re

'Qu:ired to :au'I"\' ,o:~';£~" ",otl\h~~Z~~;f1'~:~.~~ ·ofthe Gline 
Staitden's river j,~ ." 
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bers. An old Hottentot, who on former ,Occasiofls had ~Cl"\"cd 
8S interpreter between the landrosts of·. Oraa,if Reynet and 
the K.affer Chiefsl had, according to- appointment, Joined us 
with his sui·te, consisting of abo.u~ half a dozen, -of his COUI1-

trYIlJell. The landrost, on his joining .US1 illvesteu Lim with 
his staff of office, a long stick with a bT'a~~ head on ~hich was 
engrave"" the king's anns. . By suc~i a st"dll~ m the tiD1~ of the 
Dutch governme,nt, a Hottcntet was constituted a captain ,; 
and, hy' the number they created uf these-captain~, the ruin 
of their rcspecti\'c hordes was much·> facilitated. But these 
captains are now. no more;' they and t~cir tribes JJDVe en
tirely disappeared. and our old Capta;,,'RaaWeak CGnlloands.i1l 
Graalf Reyuct without a rival., . . 

Twenty years ago, if we may credit the travellers of tnat 
Jay, the country heyond Camtoos river, w~lich ' was then the' 
eastern limit of the colony, abounded with kraa1s- or viHages 
of Hottentots, ()lit' of whiel> the inhabitants came to .meet 
dIem bybundred. in a 'groupe, .Some of these village. might 
still have been expected, 10 .... 'flUlin inbhi.remote'a"d not very 
popu.lous par~ of the· .Glony. . Not one • . however. was 10 be 
wund .. , ,.There i. not in fact .ill.!b" w~.0Ie, extonsife district 
of (3raifflteynet a siogle horde of ifidep,mdJ,ntHottentots; 
and""rbapiRot~'C\i~of individuals who afe not "elually 
in tlie .;"' •. iCeofth'; ,~h. 'I1l(i.e "weakpe&pJe; the mos~ 

, ' .. , . ,.,. '. ' '" ' '''., . . 
heliiJ ..... ,anti' ,ift their , preSent c01i!litjOD .perhap' the mos~ 
w~.Jt.t1iehumi.n rate, , "iipM :tiilt:O~ tluiir pt>oseosioll8. 
their..\~~; :~, their.libertY~ h&V~' ~tiuled upon their mi
'seiable d""\o';~~. or .~ist"iit:etO. ",hiehthat Of,larery 
!llik"t~~~;O£;~i!Jn,es.,. , It i. a CQ#hi.,n.. 
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however, 1I0t likely to continue to a very remote postcrjly. 

The name of Hottentot will be forgotten or remembered only 
tiS ,that of a. deceased person of little notc. Their numbers of 
J~te years ha\',e been I'Upidly 01) the decline. It bas generally 
been obscl'\'ed that wherever E .llr?peans have colonized, the 
less cidlizcd natives have always; dwindled away, and at 
length totally disappeared. Various causes have contributed 
to the depopulation of the Hottentots, The impolitic custom 
of bording .together 'in families, and ' of not rriarrsing out of 
thei,o"mvn kraaJs, has 110 doubt tcnded to enervate this race 
of Il'len, and to ,reduce them to Ulcir prosent degenerated con
dition, wbich 'is .th~lt of a languid, Jistlcss, phlegmatic people, 
in whom the prolific powcr~ of, n~ture seem to he ncarJy ex
hausted. , To this .may be added their extreme pon'fly, scmI .. 
tiness o1';f.ood, and continual dejection of mind, arising frolll 

the. crucl :treatment they receive from an inhuman 3.lHJ Ull

feeling peasantry, who having discovered themselves to be rc. 
lDov.ed 110 too great:a dis.tance from the scnt of go\'crIlmellt to 
be awed by its authority, have hitherto exercised, in' the most 
wanto.ll and b~rharOus manner, a~ ~lute p~wcr over these 
poor w~tches, ,wbom'tbey,had reduced to the neces.ity of de
peD~ing upou 1h.1" , fo:r ,a, mo~l of bread, Tberei. scarcely 
an, instanCe.(lf crjlelty,'~i<.l : to, li(i,vti 'bcen comniitted against 
,lhe:.la<";'iJi, lne:west~IIi~,~: wa"d," that could not find a pa-, 
raUd Jrom tbe Duron fanne~r"Qf'ti.e , remote: districts of tbe 
cGJ~liy',tbWIII~tlie l~ottent';t~'j~iheir scr~~y", ,: neatingand. 

," .' . " •• •. of ' • '. .' " '. . ""'. . ' " " 

cuttibg' :<I'it.l>,:!h"I!~. o..f , !,be , ;h\~" C1f. ~~,~w" or rhinos¢i1-
r '" ,ruc;o\\J"' : ~~nil'b~''M>;;;~\.tbese :Hort of wbi ' " ~ :.>: . .;, .. . ~. ff,. .. , .. :~:~., .... ~ n·.:!i';~·· ··,: ~~·· " ,,4 ... ·~ .. ~P ." 
whIch ~)l~ll,~~!",! ~",;~, ~a lD.trU"jI:Jl,~j~g 

u b ,-"e~': iili~,:" 'v 'aliD08 '''':ICad. Fir: : "iiiBaI1','-' to g , .~t;:. , .. ;". ~ .... y ..... ; . .".J ., .. \.".' . o<'~ I::',-", . ,~," '.LlQfi 
, . .•. '" •.• ,., .... J' ".,;.0 !!" .... < ..... , 
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toto the legs and thighs of a Hottentot is a punislllnCIlL not 
unknown to some of the monsters who inhabit the neighbour
hood of Canlloos ril'cr. And though death is not unfre
C)uently the consequence of punishing these poor wretches ill 
a moment of rage, yet this gives little concern to the farmer; 
for though they arc to all intents and purposes his slaves, yet 
they are not transterable property. It is this circumstance 
which, in his mind, makes their lives less valuable, and their 
treatment more inhuman. 

In otrenccs of too smallUlOmcnt to stir up the phlegm of a 
Dutch peasant, the coolness and tranquillity displayed at the 
punishment of his sla\'c or Hottcntot is highly ridiculous, 
yet at the same time indicative of a savage disposition to 
unfeeling cruelty lurking in his heart. lIe flogs them, not 
by allY given number of lashes, but by time; and. as lht'y 
have no clocks nor substitutes for tItem cal)ablc' of markinfJ' 

~ 

the smaller divisions of time, he has invented au excuse for 
the indulgence of one of his most favorite. scnsuaJitics, by 

floggillg them till he .has smoked as many pipes of tobacco 
as he may judge the magnitude of the crime to desel'\·c. The 
government of Ma]acce:t, acc()l'din~ to the manuscript journal 
of an illtelligcnt officer. in the expeditiori against that settle
meni, h~s ad~pied, ;the same custom of }logging .by pipes.: and 
the fiscal o{cbief magistratc, or SOme' of his depl1.tics, art.: thc' 
smokers ,Oll such oc'casi6ns. 

Bya ·~!Wo.o.of the' old governiilent, as unjust as it was' 
inhulllall~ ·:a .~\ w .. .. llm .. d .to daim as his property. till 

. . .'. .",~ "o':. 
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the age ."f the-and-twcnty, all. the children of tbe Hottent.ots in 
hi. ,ervice to wbom he had given in dielt infancy a morsel of, 

. " , j.',. : . , . 

me:lt. At the expiratioDoftbispetiod tl1~ od4~:are ten to OliO. 

tbat the sla'-e i. not emancipated: A lJotten!P-t'k",dws nothing 
of. his age; "lIe bikes no note of~.tiine!.T.' 'And', though the spi. 
Tit that dictated this humane J~~' t.;x~nd~d its henrficence in 
furor of the Hottentot by directing: ~lie- f.irmer to register the 
birth of such children as he ,may il1t~nd to make his sla\'es, yet 
it seldQIl) ,h,,"p,pens,.-emovedas maoy of them are to the distance 
of.tel'l' or, twelve d~ys' journey froD} the D(osdy, tha.t th.e Hot
tentot has an upportun},ty of inquil:illg w.~}en his scTvittK1e will 
expire: and indeed it ls<a chance if he thinks upon or e\'en 
knows the existence of stich a resource. Should he be fortu
nate enough to escal't' at the end of the period, the best part 
of his lifl\<'!Jas::beenspent in ,a Imilitless servitude, and h" is 
tumcd"adrift -in ,die ' declilili ', of life , (for a Hottentot begin' 
to g."Ow .. ,olc\ at thirty) ,without any earthly thing he can call 
hi. :owiJ; except ,the sheep's skin , upon his back, 

cOI~dltjQn, ()1 tho~e who ~gage _th'~n\selves frolll year to 
' <lftbe ' ather.If tl)fJ lia,'e 31-. ',' 

'., . 

" ' . . 
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Those l\ ho are unmarried and free are somewhat h,~ttcr in 
their situation than the others, though lIot much. The piti
ful wages they agree for arc stopped upon every fril'ololiS oc
casion. If an ox or a sheep he missing, the Hottentot must 
replace them; nor would lie be suffered to quit his sen'ict: 
till he has earned the value of tllcm. An ox, or a couple 01" 

cows, or a dozen sheep. worth forty or fifty shillings, arc Ihe 
usual wages of a whole year; and it frequentl y llappcns that 
a bill for tobacco or brandy is brought again,;t him to the 
full amount of them. 

]n such a situation, and nnder such cirCulll~tance5, it may 
(·;l sil.y he snpposed that the Hottentot has litLle ill(lucemt'Bt 
tu engage in marriage. Those who do so hal'c seldom more 
than two or tllrc~ children; and many of the women are bar
n 'lI. 'J'his~ lJOwc,·cr, is not the case when it Hottentot wo
Blall is connected with it white man. The fruit of such a:l 

alliallce is not only in general numerous, but are beillgs of a 
vcr)' diJlt~r('nt llHtUl:e from the Hottentot, men of six teet 
high and ~lout in proport.ion, alld women well made, not ill
feuture<i, smart, and actirc. These people, whom thc Dutch 
call1)(lsl(1al'd~, generally IIHury, with each other, or with persons 
of' colOl't but seldolll with Hottentots, 'iO that it is provable 
tllis mix('u bre~d in a short time will supplant that from which 
t.hey are uescended in t.11P female line. 'f.he Hottentot girls ill 
the service of tlJC eolonists arc in situations tou dependant to 
dare to nject the profiered embraces of .the young peasantry. 

It has freq.Q6ritly bccn observcd'!ithat a savage who dances 
tlT)d sings must:~ ·.havpy. \Yitu bim these opcrati9U$ call 

, 
VOL. J, ' o 
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only be the effects of pleasurable sensations fl oating III his 
loind: in a civilized sta.tc, they are nrts. acquired by StUUY7 
follo,,""ed by fashion, and practised at 'appointed tlIHCS, with~ 
out having ~DY ' reference to ' the passions . . If dancing and 
singing were the tests hy which ,the h!lPpiness of a Hottentot 
was to be triod, he wUl1hl ue -f9und 'aplOng the most miser
able of all llUman beings; I ~ean~ those Hottentots living 
with the farmers of Gmaff Reynet in a 8tatc of bondage. 
It is rare to observe the muscles of his face rc1axcd into a 
smile. A depressed melancholy and deep gloom constantly 
o,"ersprcad l1i& cnUlltcnallt;c . A CllOliaqua ill31l and a young 
Hottentot girl from Sncuwberg, both of them in the servi.ce 
of onc of the farmers who crossen the desert Wilh us, were 
the only two I had hitherto met w.ith who seemed to have 
31)Y taste· for music. They ·had ditl'erent instrum.cnts; one 
:was a kind ·" of guittar with three strings &trcteheu O\'cr a 
piece o( hollow wood "jlh a long handle; il was called in 
their language gabou'ie. The other infirumcnt was :extremely 
simple: it consisted of a piece of sine\v.i . ..or intestine twisted 
into a small cord, and fastened to a hollow stick about three . . .'. 
feet in length, at one .end to a small peg, which, :,by turning, 

,. brings 'the .Iring to the' proper ~![ee of\ellsion; and at lhe 
'other (0 a piece :of ,quill fi~ed 'int!>':i'the ·stick. The.Jones of 
.this instniment are prod~cedbY. applyillg th<>;,mout\l, to t.\le 
quill, and are vari~d according as!hc vibrat~ry m'S/ion il 
,giv:.:,Jit(> the. qUill;.pd string hy illspiration or . expiratioi: 

R ~nds~!<e . Ih~.~{M't . ~urmur. o~,'jistanl m usi~ .~~t 
" CI?~~. : I.:~ ·~:.· 1~e :!~t,.; , ". , ~~~. ~~y*~lStl~IC~ ~le. · ~1t1~ 
ma<k :f?-\It bY~.~I<:>f~I1~ , 'flilS tnstrumellt ~ ~aslfdl<:<l~11e 
,gow.. 2 
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Of the very few Hottentots in the district of Graaff RCYll<>t, 
who, besides our interpreter, had preserved a sort of inde
pendance, and supporled themsc\ves, part1y by' the chac(', 
.ewcl partly from the labors of their children who were in scr
"itudc, was a ~mall party of four or fire old flIen who paid 
us a visit Ileal' tht~ wo.uds of Bru!Jlltjes -lioog/f. These men 

carried the ancient weapons of their Jlalion, bows, and 
quivers charged ,with poisoned arrows. The bow was a plain 
piece of wood from the g'lcrrie bo~ch, which is apparently a 
specic~ of rhus ~ and sometimes the I1asliagai wood is nscd 
lor the sam"c purpose. '1'he stling, three feet long, was com
posed of the fibres of the dorsal muscles of the spring-bok 
twisted into a cord. The stem of an ~Ioc furnished the 
quiver. 'J'he arrow consish~d of a reed, in one extremity of 
which was inserted a piece of highly-polished solid bone 
from the Jcg of 'an ostrich, round, and about five inches ill 
Jength; tllC intent of it seemed to be that of giving' weigln. 
strength, ' and casy entrance to this part of the arrow. ,To 
the end of the bone was affixed a small sharp piece of iron of 
the form of nn cquilatcml triangle; and the same strinO' of 
,~ ~ 

sinews that ~ound this tight to the Qone, sen'ecl also to ~OU~ 
tain the poi;o~ be~wecn the threads and over the surface, 

whicJl".''5J1S applied" in the consistence of wax or 'Varnish. 
Hle ;(~~ng tied in also at the sa~c time a piece of sharp 
['luill l~~illted \owards the opposite end of the arro,,', wJlich 
\~'as, not only meant to increase the difficulty of drawjng it 
o'~,t, but also to rankle and tear the iiesh, and to brillg th~ 
poi~6>~1 . JllOI'C",~~, 'contact ~ith ,the.Jjlbod; TiJe whole ~ngth. 
~f~ ,tl}c a'l'fow ',t,~~ ~~rely two feet. ' There' arc severa:! plants 
iii ' South .Urrea from ·whid, .the Hottentots are .aid to .ex • 
. , " . o:l 
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tract ·their poisons by maceratiug the leaves 01' branches, and 
inspissating tile juices, .. citbcr by boiling or by e:xp~surc to . . 
the hrat of' the snn; but the poison taken from tile heads of 
su'akes, mi .n~d with ~hejuices of certain bulbo~s,-rootcd plants, 
is wlmt they mostly dcpclId upon. Thiti i;arty of 010 mc'n 
lmd hilled 'a hartd)ccst with a poispncd ::UTO\~' h.v w()u~dil\g it 

in the thigh. The anirnalllad run about half !.Hl lionr after 
-receiving the wO\lnd before it idt They inl11.~.eJiat.el.\~ Clit 

away , the " fl~h round the wound, and s£lueeze out the blood 
fvom , the c:~~case, after which they know from experience that 
the 'flesh taken into. the stomach will 00 thelll ' no : injury 
though the animal was killed with a poisoned wcnpon. 

The ancient man.ner~ and primitive ch'ara~.tcr of tllis extra
ordin~ry ~ac~ of men are, 110 doubt, much cha,ngc(1 siner: 
their coo'Qection with the colonists; and th~\ nearer they are 
fOUlld to t.be capital and those parts which arc most iuha
,biteq. by Europeans, the less of course they retain. of them. 
If ot any time they t.:omposed societies governed by. fixctl 
laws, swayed. ·b,r. customs; and observant of religi.ous ceremo

nies) lDB;oy of which, as related among the fa~le$: of ancicn't 
voyageffi, and re~,jvcd by sotp,e lDoder.{l . trat"'cllcrs, arc so .. 

'~bsurd and so extremely" ~ud1cr.()us' , ~to }~rcate the ,st.ri;mgest 

~oubtsoi their having ""fi~~isted,. they have .now so' co~. 
' , ' " '.: " '/' 'iI:'; l~ , 
pletel"Jost . tbe... that no! a single trace remains · Iiebill~ 

~?r;ii;;~~~h:or':i~;:v:~t::t~~: i::::~3 
tbe>~:~a~;; ~n~~.eY. :~~7hem,;e}ves ,~~ .na\n"/~."~ 
the : ~~ ,. )l;f 3 1!S ·ki!!;l!; a~utcb wora. W~~~~", ~t · ll~' IJS 
deriv"tUt~:: or·'lir.: wMtti ,jJ;-was first gi"en, I'~"ci';DDt bellD 
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able to trace. '~·ltcn the country w~_s first disco\"("n'd, (lnd 
when th t) were sprcad OtTr tllC southern ' angie ()f Africa, as 
an independent people, eiH:h horde had its particular Ilame; 

hut that by which the collcclirc body as a ' nation was dis
tinguished, ~lId which at this moment they brar' among them

selves in e\'ery l~'.lI't of the country, is (:J.uaiqlla'. From li,-jug 
together ill parficular claus. ano in hltcr times, from mixing 
with diflcrcllt pc()plf', the Hottentot.s of OI1P. district diffcr 

vcry cOllsirl~rabl.Y from tho~c of anotlll.!r. The part of the 
country we IlO.W were in, bl'ill.g the last that was <.:olonized, 

was inha hitcd most probably bJ such as had retained more 
of their original dUlractcr than the otbers; a.nd it is those 
in particular to whom the following rt:rnarks are meant to. 

apply. 

Low as tll('Y are sUlIk in the scale of humanity, their cha
rader seems to ha\'e been generally much traduced and mis

l·cpre~cnted. It is true there arc I)ot many prepossessing 
features in the appearance of a Hottentot, but milny amiable 
;tno good qualities have been obscured by the ridicu"lous and 
F.~ls9 accounts with which the world has been abused', ' . 'l'hey 
~rc a mild,: quiet, .and timid peop1e; perfectly harmless, 
honest, fl\ithfnl ; aM, though extl'emely pblegmatio, they are 
nevei~t~less kind .and affectionate to eaell other, and bJ no 
PleaDs incapable of strong attachments . . A Hottentot will at 
~ny time sbam his lust morsel with his cqmpaniops" They 
have little of that kind of art or· cunning that savages . 
.",. ~. ',' . 
giinerall;r,p~.~ss. Jf accuse~?fcrime. of which they have 
!ken guilty ... \1#j generally at once .divulge tbe truth.. They 
~ldom "Cluari~fkmon2 ' th~msch:es or make use of .. pro~oking 
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language. Though naturally of a fearful and cOlVardly dis
position, they arc seldonl ba"ckward in undertaking ad\'entu

rou~ alld, dangerous exploits jf led all by their superiors; and 
they suffer pain witl~: great patience. They 'are by no means 
tleficicnt in talent, but they possess JittJe exertIon to ca~l it jnto 
action .: ,ihejr indolence was in fact the principal cause' of their 
ruin; . in a Hottentot. it bccomcs' a real disease, whose ollly 
remedy seems 1.0 be that of terror. The palns of hunger arc 
insufficient to effect the cure. Rather than to take the trou
ble of i)fo"c'tiring food by the chace, 01' hy digging . the ground 
for Toots, th~y win cheerfully fa st the whole day provided they 
may he allowetl to sleep. J nstances frc(lUentl'y occurcd in 
the course of our journey, when our Hottl'ntots han! passed 
the. day without a morsel of food. rather thall give thcmsch'\~s 
the trouble of walking half a mile to procure a sheep. Y ct 
patient as they are of hunger, they are at tl)e same time the 
,greatest . gluttons upon the face of the earll ,. Ten of nul' 
'Hottentots ate ' the whole carease of a mjdclling.siZ(;fl ox, 
except the two hind legs, in tb,:ce days; but they had very 

-little sleep du.ring, the time, an~ haP. fasted the two preceding 
days. With them the word, is to eat or to sleep. 'W,ben 
they cannot indulge in the : grati6cation of the' one, l11C), 

' generally find immediate reliefin the arms of the olher. ,. 

l'heipnanner of cating'strong(ymarks the voracity'oftheir 
" , . " , ,< 

,apjWt,i,re. ", Ha"iug cut from 'the animal . .. large steak, they 
bigiti!:.iith. the knife ~t ODe "dge, and by passing it round iil 
• ~~,""an.~e(t\II , tbeyc<;>~to the.iJ>#Idle, they ll!·od~,. 
.trill{oti~tOij!,>t..o, oiltl'~ Y~.Jtl'lellgth. acC'<ir<!ing!o 
the _4';~~~~oli!aniUl:U is 'pres<mtLy cDtinto 



SOUTHERN AFR!CA. 

:mcl\ strings; and while some afe clJlpl()y('(~ III this business, 
and in suspending thelll on the branches of the shruhhery, 
others arc engaged..1ll broiiin"g the string~ .coiled round aud 
1aid upon the nsh~s~ " As soon as the .m.ear is just warmc(l 
through they take' it off the fire, grasp it "ill both han(15, and 
applying one end o(the string to the mouth, soon gc~ . .thl'otlgh 
a yard of flesh. ' The .ashes of the green wood that adhere to 
the meat sen"c, a~. a s.ubstit~le ttl!' iialt. " 'hen a string" of 
meat hi"! s passed"through tlieu hands, they free them of the 
tat a~d ashes .by ··rubbing them over different parts of' their 
body; and the grease and dirt aPI)lied from time to 
time', and which arc thus suffered to accumuJah~ in this state 
perhaps for a whole year, sometimes meJtiug by the 'side of a 
Jarge fire and catching up all the dust nnd dirt that may be 
floating in the air, CO'l'er ut length the !:>urraec ' of the body 
with a thick blaek coating that entirely conceals the real na
t.ural color of the skin. This is discoverable oniy 011 the 
face and hands, which they kt"t~ r sumewhat c1eaner than t.he 
othn parks of the budy by rubhing them occasionally with, 
the clung of cattle, ~hic~ , ta~cs up the grease, wben pure 
water would have no dfcct. 

Thc dre", ofa Hottentot is ,"cry simplc. It consists chiefly 
.- '. '*. ' 

of a 'b~lt inad_!!i~f a thong Clit from the skin. of some alliro,,/. 
From this h~lFls suspended in f~ODt a kind of ,case ~lade of 
tbe skin of the jackal. The 'hape is that of a ninc-pin cut 
through the middle longitudinally; the convex alld hai;y 
&i,de of l~pch is uppermost. The intention of this case.,is to 

~ecei\'e .t~~'~:tr~s 6f the body:' for w~ich most nati~m~ ho:'e: 
~gr~ed 10 adop'ling some sort of co\'ermg; but few, W110 .• ,.., 
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not entirely naked, ha\'c hit upon a less effectual plan for 
~ucl) '8. pnrpose than that of the Hottentot. ]f the real 
cksign of it orig!.Il.alco in an i~ea of decc~cYt it' would seem 
tltnt he lJas wide1y . ,~Jssed his 4}m, as it ' j~ certainly one of 
tht' most immodest objects, sit~~ted ~s he 'has thought fit to 
place it, that could well ha\'e been contri,'ed . From the 

. . ~ 

hack part of the belt or girdle h~l1gs Ii picce of stifl" drird 
~k in, reaching scarcely to the middle of t91f ,~IJiglJ, which is 

eut . into tl~e: ~h~e of nn acute isosceles !ri~nglc wjth tbe 
point ., uppermost. Some wear a couple ' of such· pieces. 
Thi's corttrj"anct:; f:\S 3: co"cr~ng is no better than the ' other; 
for when he waU,s quickly or ,musters up a rUlluing pace, it 
fiic!S ,i'olB one side to the otLcr, and flaps hackward~ and 
fo;'wards in such a manner -ns to conceal 110 particular part of 
the body, :which i,nd'eed does not seem to have bCC,Ll the pur. 
POsc "t3xactly for which it is wurn . Nature having ' gi\'cll to 
most animals a tui) to fan themsclvps in hot wrather and to 
J~,sh away troublesome insects, and luwing leit tile 11u,ttt'ntot 
without one, h~.s ingenuity has contrived an artifici al"appca
dage ,,'"ith a "jew to its a11lHvcring th,~ same Cltel. 'l'hC's,e 
article!!!. constjtute the whole?~ ,their summer dres:s. A gr<:at 
beau will prohably fasten a ~;'&raceJet of brads or a ring- (~t 
copper ro~.d bi's wrist: bll~ suell :tr,inkets arc more. PI'Oj)('r1y:' 

tb~ ~rnaments ·which belo~~ to thp other sex. 

The, Hottentot WOlI\Cn , fond·offirier.v like those of most nn~ 
ti~n~/9Y_' thcir,.j':Pnio~l~rate rage for dress ,accelerated t.he r.t.!·i~ 
~f t~ei~ ,~u.h.e;llds, . w\lich thel::th~~~.eI.~~ har! hro~to,\f,j 
at strong~" rag","or ardeotsl'lfltsand tobulX'j).' . :J;Il~ two 

... ,! ," ". ". " .'" . '. • , 
artiCl~,·bf!isS~l1-ttob •. aDd.11:I/!I!Ibead., were exchi!n!.~ (or thdf 
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cattle-lhings useless; worthless, and e\'cn ,pernicious, fur what 
'vas their ooly support, the very soul of' their exi~ tcn~: ('. 

The thongs of dried skins that had hitherto encircled their 
legs from the ankle to the knee, as a protection against the 
bite of poisonous animals, ,vere now despised "aud thrown 
away, and glass beads or copper chains were substituted ill 
their place. Thus \'t"hat had been adopted as a matter of 
necessity ~ud prudence passed into an affair of ' faahioll. 
)rheir Decks, al'm~ and legs were loaded with glass beads; 
hut the largest and most splendid of these omaments were 

..ct'stowcd upon the little ·apron, about seven or eight inches 
wide, that hangs from tIle waist and Teaches bareJy to the 
middle of the thigh. Great pains seem to Le taken by the 
women to decorate, and thereby draw the attention towards, 
this part of their persons. Large metal buttons, shells of tile 
cypr .. ca genus with the apertures outwards, glass beads of 
difh:rcnt colors, and any other articles which are shewy, ale 
attached to the borders of 'this aproll. Those who either 
'(.'annot afford to wear glass beads, or who have 110 taste for 
the fashiQn, .wea~ 3\1 " ~lpr()n of a different sort, which has a 
·\"Ct:'l1.: odd appearance: it is part of the skin of an all·imal cut 
.,it;I:to threads :\V,hich. hang. li'kc a tassel o~ fringe bct\veen tho 

tbigh~~ l~chiJ~g a!.~()ut half-way to ~he knee, a.nd leaving ~be 
""terior' and iijll terior part. of too ..tbigh entirely bare. -.-The 
thongs of suclian apron arcgcnerytlfj'too-tLi;' and felV to 8n

."ertl;e purpose of'conecalment. .In.\>oad. of the tail which 
has been;1!dopted by the llIen, the .. ,f,;men wear a sheep's 
:.~in whi~;~~lrl~Y co~e ... tlui l'6~terii:r I'a~ of ,!heho<iy 
{rom thelf",'$~~ ,~~,~~?t }II?,~~. 81!~ );Jst.,:,,,fo el~~~ ~ 
.~t the extcflol':;.~f:t, .•. ~f.·,*he},\l'li.b . l'b., ~rat~lijg ,.of. tb" 

1'OL. \. .... . . .1>' . -
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tlricd skill <'lIlJJl)llJI Ct · .... tlu' approach of a Holll'lllot lady lnng 
hetore she m<lkes her <Jppcarancc. The rc!;.t of the body is 
naked. Some, howc\:cr •. ,,:'ear skil1~caps on their heaus made 
up into ditlcrclll shapcfoi, and ornumentcJ us caprice I11<Jy 
dirrct. Ju tl:e ",iutc'r months boLh 5CXCS C(H'er thcmsclrcs 
with cloaks madc of 8kin5. 

The cust.om of ' greasing the body and wra pping it in skins 
has been a COll~taot t~eme of abuse against this race of people 
by most trarellel's who hare wr.itten on the subject. There 
are always two ways of representing things, and the pOOl 

llott.entot has been unfortunate enough to hUH! his cbaracte-r 
painted in the very worst ljght. To co\'el' the body with 
som~ unctuous matt(:!r ·in a bot climate where water is ex· 
tremely, scal'ce, is the only and a \'ery natural resource to 
prevent tbe skiri from being shrivelled and parched by the 
scorching rays of the sup, and indeed has been the practice 
of most nations' situa.ted' in or'Yncar the torrid zone. The oil 
~t ran so profusely down ".A~ron's beard even to the skirts of 
his garment," was in an prol)'f'abiJity animal fat; for during 
.the forty years tha~: .he and Moses occupied the thoughts of 
the Children of I.rael in the desert with a promised Jand, it 
i, not "ery likely · theY .had' ·"Qy .m~ans of procuring a supply 
of vegetable oil; andtbollgh "'>me, lato celebrated historical 
;painters bav.e clothed these leaders of the Children of Israel 
in hig!i,.colilred garments ' triIlImed ,.Itn. fringe and lace, 

it tll"Y~dollbtedif they badany~t!Jtir Clothing tban ti~ch 
a. ~c ',*,.11)' .:~~beJf· .beep, arid~res. and goats, w ppIJed 
tbeil>" wlth. .'lfthe :practiCl/of'i,mearing tbe . body with rat 

, .. , " .. ' ", .. "'" " 1rore ~d~clili '!>()\ith America, there \V9uld ;'!i<l~,probabJj be 
~ . , , .. ~ 
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such numbers of o~iects in the streets of Rio de Janeiro and 
St. Salvador laboring under that most disgusting and dreadful 
disorder the elephantiasis. The Hottentots know nothing of 
such a complaint; nor did I perceive that any kind of cu· 
taneOllS disease was prevalent among them. 

'fhe person of a Hottentot while Joun'g is by no mean~ void 
of symmetry. They are clean-limbed, wcll-pt'opo'rlioned, and 
erect. Tbt'il' hand~. their ft)ct, am' all their jointsareremal'kably 
'Small. No protuberance of muscle to indicate strength, hut a 
hody as delicately fimned as tllat of a woman, would perhaps 
to a physi~gnolJlist lIlflrk an inactive and effeminate mind. 'I'hc 
fa<..:c is in byCncral extremely ugly; but it differs rery materially 

in different families, particularly in the nose, being in some re. 
markahJy flat, and in olhers considerably raised. The color 
of the eye is a d(;cp chesnut: t.his organ i~ long and narrow. 
relllO\'cd by the broad base of the nose to a great d-istd.ncc 
from each other; and the eyelids at the extremity next the 
nose, instead of forming an angle, as in Europeans, are rouuded 
into each othr:r exactly like- those of the Chinese, to whom 
indced in many other points ·they bear a physical resemblance 
that· is sufficicmtly striking. Their cileck,-bollt's are high ·and 
prominent, and with the narrow-pointed chin form nearly a 
triangle . . ·'lflejr teeth· ·arc beautifully white. 'fhe color of 
t1H~ skin is that o~ a yellowish brown or a faded leaf~ but \Try 
diifcl'eDt from the sickly hue of a person in the jaundice, 
which ,it ··has been descl'iht~d to resemble:' many ·indeed are, 
nt'arlJ' ~9 .. wY:ite as l!uropcans, . The hair is ,of a very singul~r 
nature: it ·dQes: .not cm'er .tbc ·"·holc surface of the scalp, bdt. 
gro,,"l in: slil~li' t~rt~·:;.u ,·~;,io. distancC$: from· c.ach other, anti . 
J.h~i:J.;el)t short;'lias 'til·~ a[lp'c3J~a~Cc n.nd fed ,of it I13ftl slloc .. 

:r~ 
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It did not appear to us that the IIottf'ntots were subject to 
any particular discases. l . itt', if Bot taken away hyaccid ent 
or violence, seems to be generally tcnnillatcd oy a gradual· 
occay Bnd ex haustion of' natur(', whi(:h mostly takes plac(;; 
at an emlier period of existeJJce here 111<.l1l in other countries 

of an t:'qual tl:mperaturc of climate. It is rare to meet with 
a Hottentot with sixty years upon h is heau; but it is also 
equally rare to sec a cripple 01' dei()rllIcd person among them. 

There ,He not. among tbern any who professedly practise the 
Ilt'ali,,!; art; evcry olle is his OWH pll),sician. The colonists, 
imkcd, in this respect arc not beth'r J>l'Ovidcd Lilau tIle Hot
tt~lltotS. In the whole extensi\'e district of Graaff Reyuet 
there is but one apulhccary, and hi~ resilience is at the Drosdy. 

j\feJicill(,; and al;t.l'Onomyarc two sci(,l1ces that may be snp

posed to bave dated their origin fi 'om the first dawn of c\vili:.-:a
tion; by OIlC, men were taught to restore the "ital functions 
that. had losl their tone, and to repair tLc injured frame; by the 
ot)JeI', they informt>u themsch'es of the Jitfcrcnt periods of 
seed-time and harvest. ~ as the HoLteutot~ arc acquainted 
with the first. they are still less so witb the second. They have 
a name for the sun, another l()r the InoOU, and a thi rd for the 
stars : but this st::cms to be the extent of their astronomical 
knowledge. The di,'ision of time, as markeu by the motiou 
of tlle heavenly bouies, was too subtle an operation, and rc .. 
qui red too much observation and profouud thinking. to)' the 
carcles'il and inattentive mind of a Hottentut. The period 
of a da..)' may almost be said to be the extent of his reckon .. 
ing7 and when he has occasion to refer to any particular .. time 
of the day, like other Dations who arc w.it.h_out lDachjne~ for 



bru It, with thi diffi1rence, that it i curled and twist d into
I'mall round Jumps about the size of a marrow~fat pea. 'Vhen 
suffered to grow, it bCl.ll s in the neck in hard twisted tas e)s" 
not 'Uulike some kinds of fringe. 

Some of the women when younO', and previ u to child
bcarinO', arc so well form d that they might serve as model 
of perfection in the human figure. E,'ery joint and limb i 
round~d aod well turncd, and their whple body is without 
an angle or disproportionate protuberance. Their brea ts are 
round, firm. and distAnt, t,ut even in thc formation of these 
there is omcthing peculiar: the nipple is unusualJy large, and 
surrounded by an areola, that, like a second 'Oipple of larger 
dimensions, i considerablyele\'ated above the general surface 
f the breast. 'rheir hands and feet are remarkably small 

and delicately turned; and their gait is not deficient in easy 
and graceful movements. Their charms, however, are very 
fleeting. At an early period of life, and immediately after 
the first child, their breasts begin t-o grow ioose and flaccid" 
and, as old age appr~aches, b come . tended to an enormous 
size; the belly protrudes; and the posteriors, swelling out 
to incredible dimensions, give to the spine a degree of 
urvature inward that make it appear as if the os coc ... 

cygis, or bone at the lo\ver extremity of the spine, was elon ... 
ted and bent outwnrds, which however is 110t the case, 

rl1le mass tllat' cover the posteriors has been found on dis
,Section tQ be pure fat. Some otber striking peculiarities' in 
the contQnn tio of Hottentot women will be noticed hen 
~king of tile Dojesmans, who seem to be the tr e abori .. 

gi Of 'the couatry, unmixed with any other tribes of 





110 TRAVELS IN 

marki'ng the Ji,-j lSions of time, he will point out the place in 
ine llC'm"(,lls Ilbout wllicb -the sun was then iii hi!!; course. 

The periods that have past. he can express only by sa),iug 
Uwy were before or after some memorable eveq,t. The seaGOll 

of lhe year i. u~lIally indicated by being so many moon. be
fore or after uyntje.'i tyd, or the time that the rools of the ;1';.'i 
eduti:s are in season; a ~ime particularly noticed by him, as 
these bulbs 'once constituted a cODs~derable pU1't of his v('g('~ 
table, f~-. : ' Iknow not how far the numerals in his language· 
})focecd, but tlOue of those of OUl' party could tell heyond 
tiu, 110r could any uf them put two numbers together hut by 
ll10 assistance ofthl'ir fingers. Y ct tIley arc very far from he
ing a stupid I?Cople. They learn the Dutch language with 
great f~cility. They are excellent marksmen with the gun: 
and they aTe uu£ommonly clever in finding out a passage ove,' 
a desert uninhabited country. Whatever track they may at 

any period ~f lheir lire have made, lhey wi.lI tread their former 
fOOtitt.'ps O\'el' again. By the quickness of l~ei(eye tlley CUll 

di.cover decr aDd other .orts of.game .jvh~ ·ve~y far di.tant: 
and they at<l equally expert · in~iti'g·.·.a:: bcc to its nest. 
They no" sooner hear tI~e .bumnling"::~ftt1i~·:"insCct than they 
"lllat. the,,,,,,lves on the gropnd~i.a.i.di\1Il"iDg caught it with 
~hecJe, fullow it to fl!l ·.jQ~~jbll< .<llsuince.The organ of 
"g~'t, no dQubt, is .irengtl#d 'n"d improved by exercise. 
Seamen on board ,IiiI" ·\Vill . lli~&'ver obj.cct. at ""a the m()
niCilt 'tUcy.appcar. ab<>~e lbe Jiorizon;. and, :Ii>ng beto!'e th<'Y 
beOOtile~i"b'eti> a. RBs.ellg~.;;YI1i 

. l:~pt:"'t~b~pre~atiori of.poisun" In 1~~1~ .~~sanrl 
U'''''VI!, •• UI1IIlCII:11U8trumtots, ·colU\ie · c.artben . ...,. ·~"d '10· sc W . ' " . '. .. ' .. .. " . .. ' . .' 



SOUTHERN AFRICA III 

ing together the skins of sheep for their winter garrnrllt s with 
sinew!! or 'the intestines of animals, the ]lotteJ\tut~ nlDY he ~aid . . 
to be entirely ignorall't of arts ana manntlicturcs. Some in
\'en~inn ' however app.~rs to have been exercised in the con
struction of their language, and particularly in its art,ieula. 
tion. Of all the methods that uave been adopted ill lan
guage by diffcl'cnt nations for the purpose of exprcssiug ob
jects, and com·eying ideas in a dear and unequiHic:uJ :man
ner, none 'is more extraordinary than that which has been hit 
lIpon by the IIottt~ lltots. Almost all their monosyllables, and ' 
the lcauing syllable of compound words, are thnm·-n out of 
the mouth with a sudden . retract,ioIl ~f .the tongue (rom the 
teeth or· the palate against one of which it IHld been pressed, 
according to the signification of the word about to he uttered ·; 
for the same :iound, with the dental, will have a very differ ... 
cnt meaning with the palatial, retraction of the tongue. The 
noise made by the dent~l i"i exactly that which is sometimes 
used to express jmpatience or disappointment, but the pala
tial is much more full and sonorous, and not dnlike the dack
iug of a hen that has Y0'fg chickens. , !his sound is not an 
Insulated mo .. ementprecedmg or following a syllable, but is 
thrown out at the same moment of .time,· and iocorporat~d 
with it. All languages in their infancy consisted probably of 
simple· or lDonos·yllabic .sounds; but as tJle.se, being few. in . , 
number, ·could convey· .only a ,·ery.lim.ited nU£p.ber of idt!llS, 

rccour.se ·was ·had to joSe.xion of. voiCe and COIJ.l position ·of the 
simple ;'so~lids to make 'the \'ocabu.iary Glore copious. 'l'he 
divisi~n · ofl~u<:b .• imple sound. iI)to their clements, and by tne ' 
variou~ corilhiri .. tions.bfthese elemet\ts to form an almost uuli
in.i~hlUmbej.:of;;~c'~ul)<l" .was one pf the /lIost ~Qndcrful 


