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multiplicity of objects: for in vain did the eye wander in scarch
of tree, or lofty shrub, or blade of grass, or living creature. On
cvery side awide spreading plain, barren as its southern bound-
ary, the Black Mountains, prescnted nothingbuta dreary waste,
¢ a land of desolation.” On approaching the river Ghamka
the face of the country changed a littie for the better. Large
mimosas skirted its baunks, among which were also mingled a
specics of willow with a narrow serrated leaf, a rhus, and the
lyceum afrum. A considerable stream of water rolled over the
bed of the river.  Here we micet with hares, partridges, moun-

tain geese, and wild ducks of two kinds, in great abundance.
The blue schistus broke out on the banks of the river, and still
continued to run directly east and west in parallel ridges.

That part of the Lion’s river where we were encamped was
distant only about twelve miles from a chasm or kloof in the
Zwarteberg, in the very mouth of which was said to be a farm-
house, and several others belind the mountains. As these
houses all belonged to the district of Graaff Reynet, the land-
rost was not without hopes of procuring the loan of fresh
teams of bullocks. Many of our own had already died, others
were left on the desert, and the rest were quite exhausted by
the effects of the cold, of bad water, and little food. We
therefore quitted: the  direct road, and turned off towards
Zwarteberg. A few miles before we arrived at the kloof, a
party of men, mounted on horseback, were observed to be
making for, the waggons in full gallop. In coming up with
the ﬁrst, thcy stopt short and fired a discharge of musquetry.
'I‘hey londed agn.m, rode up to ilie second, and fired a second
volley this they mpeated before every waggon, and then set
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off in {ull gallop the same way they had approached, and were
out of sight in a few minutes. This manacuvre was intended
as a salute in honour of the landrost ; and such a welcome re-
ception, so very different from that he had experienced on a
former occasion, from the inbabitants of the first division of
his district, was no bad omen of the change of sentiments, or
of conduct at least, that bad taken place since his expulsion.

After a journey of nine days over a dreary and barren desert,
the traces ‘of human industry, though in a wild sequestered
corncr, hemmed in by huge barren mountains, had no less
charms thau the discovery of land, after a long sea-voyage,
to the weary passenger. We found here not only a most
friendly reception, but also such refreshments as we began to
be in want of. - Two kinds of wine, the produce of the place,
were very tolefable. Various sorts of fruits, all of good ua-
lity. The oranges were already ripe and gathered, and the
peach and alnoud trees werc in full blossom. Vegetables
were unusually Juxuriant in their growth : some of the cauli-
flowers. measured eighteen inches in diameter. . The rapidity
of vegetation, at this place, appeared the more remarkable
on account of its situation at the feet of mountains whose
summits were buried in snow. It was, however, exposed only
to the warm -north, and mm{.ﬂctely screened from all other
winds. - The thermometer, during the three days we remained
hre, was never lower than 46" at the same time that the
appearanee of the weather mdicated a severe frost every night
at the distance of a very fow miles on the desert.

The mistress of the mansion, at the age of smgy, ‘and the
enothey of sixteen children, was 3 tall, s(m'ight. “well-looking,
2
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and active woman ; and all the people, who made their ap-
pearance from the Black Mountains, were of a stature much
exceeding the common size of man. The peasantry of the
colony have always been represented as a gigantic race of
men. Living ncarly in a state of nature, with the advantage
of having at all times within their reach a supply of food,
procured without bodily exertion or the fatigue of labor, they
sometimes attain the greatest possible size to which the hu-
man species seems capable of drriving.

From this place may be seen to the northward, across the
Karroo plains, the chain of mountains which forms the high-
est step or terrace that has yet been ascended by European
travellers. The desert rises towards them in- a fine swell that
is clearly perceptible to the eye. An gttempt to estimate the
height of the Nieuwveld Mountains, by having merely passed
over the country, can be considered as little better than a
gucss. 1 should suppose, however, from attending to the
general slope of the country to the northward, as well as the
sudden elevation from one terrace to another, that the sum-
mit of this screen of mountains cannot be less than ten thou-
sand feet above the level of the sea. Snow falls upon them
to the depth of five or six feet, and continues to bury therp
for as many months. ‘The inferior range of Zwarteberg was
at this time, for a considerable distance from the swmmit,
cuvered with snow. These mountains were apparently com-
poset"l of ‘the same materials as those alrcady passed ; but the
detached hﬂfs, tiear their base, consisted entirely of that spe-
cies' of rock eﬁlled by Mr. Kirwan the amygdaloid, which is
neaﬂy allied to'the amne that the miners of Derbyshire
bave distinguished by thtname of -toad-stone. The rounded

u 2



52 TRAVELS IN

pebbles, embedded in this argillaceous matrix, were almost
invariably tinged with a bright grass-green color. The sub-
stratum of the mountains still continued to be a blue and
purple-colored schistus.

Having completed our stock of provisions, and procured
from the inhabitants of Zwarteberg the loan of sixty stout
bullocks, we once more launched upon the wide desert, and
proceeded, on ‘the tt\?'ént;y-ft};ird, hear thirty miles to a spring
of water called the Sleutel fonteyn, and 'the following day en-
camped on the banks of the Traka or Maiden river. The little
svater it contained was both muddy and salt, and the sand on
its banks was covered with a thin pellicle of nitre, out of which
was growing abundance of the salsola before mentioned.

At sun-rise this morning the thermometer was down to five
degrees :heio_vif the freezing point. This great diminution of
temperature appeared the more extraordinary, as no change,
éither in the direction or the strength of the wind, had taken
place. The air was clear and serene, without a cloud in the
sky, and the {veathcr apparently the same it had been for se-
veral days in every' respect, except in the degree of tempera-
ture. The snow on the monntama could have had little in-
fluence. The Black Mountaips only were near, and they

were to leeward ; the light wind that blew being from the
west,,rm which quarter scarcely: a. hdlov;k “occurred for the
space of an handred miles.

Ou the fwent§-fifth we skirted the bunks of the Traka &bout
fen. mﬂ.%, passeﬁ the Glma*ka or Boor's river, which was per-
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tectly dried up, aud in the evening arrived at the Great Loory
fonteyn, in which was only a very small quantity of water
standing in holes, and this was muddy, salt, gnd bitter. As
therc was neither herbaceous nor shrubby plants, and as, since
our departure from Zwarteberg, the oxen had scarcely tasted
vegetable food, for, independent of the little time allowed them
to browse, the desert offered only the shrivelled stems of the
mesembryanthemum tribe, it was thought adviseable to con-
tinue our journey, though in the dark, in search of a bhetter
placc for the refreshment of our cattle ; and as there was reason
to suspect that it.would be some time before we should meet
with water, we filled our casks with the execrable mixture of
the Great Loory fonteyn. In the middle of the night we
arrived at a place where once had flowed a nll of water, and
where still were growing clumps of miniosas, patches of the sal-
sola, and a few other succulent plants. " These, like some ani-
mals that are said to have the faculty of supplying their own
nutriment, are capable of existing for a length of time by the
juices which their own roots throw out. Qur oxen devoured
them with great avidity : and the horses made a hearty meal
on the branches of the mimosa, at the expence of a consider-
able quantity of blood which the strong sharp thorns drew
from their mouths. The acrid juices of the succulent plants,
and the sour ber bage of Africa, oblige the cattle to make use of
various correctives ; ‘and in the choice of these they are not
very pice. Old rags, pieces of leather, skins with the hair on
them, - dﬂed wond bones, and even small pebbles and sand,

are gl‘ﬁt‘dﬂg’ devoured by them. African horses very com-
moniy eat ﬂmr own dung; and numbers have been destroyed
in consequence ¢ of! tp.kmg into the stamach vast quantities of

flinty sand,
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From the Little Loory fonteyn, the place where we halted for
the tefreshment of our cattle upon the shrubbery that grew
there, we advanced on the following day mear thirty miles
over a bed of solid clay, aud late at night pitched our tent in
the midst of a meadow covered completely with herbage kuee-
deep. A transition so sudden from unbounded barrenness, that
on every side had appeared on the preceding day, to a verdant
meadow clothed by the most luxuriant vegetation, felt morc
like enchantment than reality. The hungry cattle, impatient
fo satisfy the cravings of nature, made no small havoc in lihe-
rating themselves from the yokes and traces. The name of
this spot was De Beer Valley ; it was a plain of several miles
in diameter, stretching along the feet of the Black Mountains,
and seemed to be the reservoir of a number of periodical rivers,
whose sources are in the mountains of Niewveldt, of Winter-
berg, and Camdeboo. One of these running at this time with
& consiterable current, was as salt as brine.  To the taste it ap-
peared to be as strongly impregoated as the water of the Eng-
'ﬂ:: Channel ; that is to say, it might contain about a thirticth
paft of its weight of salt. ~ Apother river, with little current,

called the Karvoka, joined the salt river at the head of the
valley, the water nf which was perfectly fresh, but combined
with earthy matter.  The surface of the valley was entirely
ebvered with two or three: spames of coarse rushy grasses;
and all the swamps and springs were buried in large clumps
of the arttnde phrugmttas or common reed. The streams that
felt into the valley were ﬁnelyslane& with tall mimosas, which,
at their confliséiice, spread out mto ﬁfm*ﬂat of evergreeas.

Buch & delightful spot in the midst of a barren desert; afford-
ing shelter, and food; and water, could ot fail of attracting te
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it the native inhabitants of the surrounding cotintry ; and here
accordingly we met with vast variety of game, particularly of
the antclope family, three different species of which we Liad not
before observed.  These were the spring-bok or leaping ante-
lope, the pygarga of the Systema Nalure : the gems-bok qr
pasan of Buffon, the Egyptian antelope of Penvant, and the
oryr of the Systema Nature ; and the koodoo or the strepsice-
ros of Pallas, and striped antelope of Pennant.

The spring-bok 1s a gregarious animal never met with but
in large herds, some of which, according to the accounts of
the peasantry, will amount to the number of ten thousand.
The Dutch have given a name to this beautiful ereature indi-
cative of its gait. The strength and elasticity of the muscles
arc so great that, when closely pursued, he will spring at a
single leap from fifteen to five-and-twenty feet. Its usual
pace is that of a constant jumping or springing, with, all the
four legs stretched out, and off the ground at the same time,
and at every spring the bair on the rump divides or sheds,
and, falling back on each side, displays- a surface of snowy
whiteness. The swiftest dog in vain attempts to approach the
old ones ; but the young kids, which were now numerous, are
frequently caught aficr a bard chace. Both old and young
are excelient venisou ; and vast numbers’are destroyed by the
Dutch farmers, not only for the sake of the flesh, but also for
the skins, of which they make sacks for holding provisions
and othier articles, clothing for their slaves, and, at the time
of the capture by the Euglish, for themselves also and chil-
dren. The .poverty and miserable ¢oudition of the colony
were then so fgregt,iha.t all their numerous flacks and herds
were insufficient to procure them decent clotbing.
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The gemsbok is also a very beautiful auimnal, and of a size
much larger than the springbok. It has none of that timidity
which gencrally marks the character of the antelope ; but, on
the contrary, if closely pursued or wounded, will coolly sit
down on its haunches, and keep both sportsman and dogs at
bay. Its long, straight, sharp-pointed horns, used in defence
by striking back with the head, make it dangerous to approach.
Dogs are very frequently killed by it; and no peasant, after
woundmg the animal, will venture within its reach till it be
dead, or its strength at least exhausted. The flesh of the
gemsbok ix reckoned to be the best venison that Africa pro-
duces.

The koodoo is still Jarger than the gemsbok, and the most
timid perhaps of the Antelope tribe. The usual size of the
male is six feet in length and four feet ten inches high. 'The
horns of the male, for the female bas none, are more beauti-
ful than those of any other species yet known of the nume-
rous family of antelopes ; they are twisted in a spiral form,
and run from three to four feet in length, but are apparently
ill adapted for the convenience of the animal whose residence
is mostly in the woods and thickets among the ravines of the
mountains. The ground of the body is that of a bluish mouse
colour, transversely marked with white stripes ; on the face
are also two white oblique ba;nds. A black mane adorns its
neck, and along the spine there is a ridge of white hairs ; the
throat from the chin to the chest is furnished with a crest of
brown. hair; the flesh is dry and wlthout flavour.

The beds of sand, upon the margin of the valley, were all
covered with saltpetre as white as snow. . The production of
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this substance has certainly an influence upon the tempera-
ture of the air, causing a cousiderable degree of cold. A full
hour after the sun had risen the thermoweter stood, in the
shade, at 26°, or six degrees below the freczing point. At Lit«
tle Loory fonteyn, where the soil was hard, dry, aud stoney,
1t was ten degrees above freezing ; and about the same time
on the preceding morning, on thc banks of the Traka, where
there was also much nitre, the mercary was five degrees be-
low the freezing point.  The weather during the three days
was perfectly clear, and the wind had not shifted a pomt.
That the great changes in the temperature of the air upon
the descrt, whilst the weather apparently remains the same,
arisc from some local rather than general cause, 15 pretty evi-
dent from another circumstance : in travelling at night upon
the Karroo, if the wind should happen to blow upon the side,
it is very common to pass through alternate currents of hot
and cold air, whose difference of temperature is most sensi-
bly felt.  Whether the cooler columus of the atmosphere may
have been owing to the subjaccnt beds of nitre, which fre-
quently occur on the Karroo plains, or to some remoter cause,
I bave not grounds sufficiently strong to determine; but a
varicty of circumstances seem to favor the former suppo-
sition.

In looking through the exhalations of these beds of nitre,
a meteoroloycal phenomenon, of a different nature, was also
Lere accxdentally observed. - In marking, about sunrisc, the
bearing by a compass of a cone-shaped -hill that was con-
siderably elevalml above ‘the horizon, a peasant well ac-
quamted with the couritry chserved that it must either be a
VOL. I. 1
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new hill, or that the only ove which stood in that direction,
at the distance of a long day’s journey, must have greatly in-
creascd of late in its dimensious. Deing directed to turn
his eyes from time to time towards the quarter on which it
stood, he perceived, with amazement, that, as the day ad-
vauced, the hiil gradually suuk towards the horizon, and at
length totally disappeared. The errors of sight, occasioned
by the refractive power of the air, are so singular, and some-
times so very extraordinary, as hitherto to have precluded the
application of any gencral theorem for ther correction, as it
is not yet ascerfained even through what medium rays of
light, in their passage, suffer the greatest and least degrec of
refraction. Were this precisely known, observations on the
subject might lead to a more intimate knowledge of the nature
of the different currents of air that float in the atmosphere,
and which without doubt are the cause of extraordinary ap-
pearances of objects viewed through them. A gentleman,
(the late Mr. Ramsden,) to whom the world is much indebted
for his many ingenious and useful inventions and discoverics,
once proposed to determine the refractive power of different
liquids and aeriform fluids ; but he dicd before he had com-
pleted a course of experiments on this subject, which is not
less important than curious.

Our cattle being well refreshed on the meadows of De Beer
Valley, we advanced about twenty miles, and encamped for
the night on the banks of Hottentot's mmr, in the narrow deep
channel of wluch were. only a few stagnant pools of muddy
water. Here'we were met by some of the inhabitants'of Cam-
deboo, who, being apprised of the approach of the landrost,
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had come a jouruey of two days, and brought with them seve-
ral teams of large fat oxen to hasten his arrival at the Drosdy,
where he was informed the orderly and well-disposed part of
the district were anxiously expecting him.

On the twenty-cighth we pitched our tents at the Poor¢, so
called from a narrow passage through a range of hills that
branch out from the mountains of Camdeboo and run acress
the desert. 'The plains were here a little better covered with
shrubbery, and abounded with duikers and steen-boks, whole
herds of spring-boks, and qua-chas and ostriches.

A heap of stones, piled upon the banks of a rivulet, was
pointed out to me as the grave of a Hottentot; and on en-
quiring from our people of this pation if the deceased had been
some chief, they informed me thatwith them no distinction was
conveyed after deathi; and that the size of the heap depended
entirely upon the trouble that the surviving friends chose to
give themselves. The intention, it seemed, of the pile was
very different from that of the monuments of a similar kind
that anciently were erected in various parts of Europe, though
they very probably might bave proceeded, in a more remote
antiquity, from the same origin, which was that of prevent-
ing the wolves, or jdclsa]s, or other ravenous beasts, from tear-
ing up and manglmg the dead carcase. The progressive re-
finement of socicty converted, at length, the rude hcap of
stones, originating in necessity, into the sculptured marble,
the useless flatterer of vanity.

Thoueh the Puort.may be considered as the entrance into
Camdeboo, the st babitation is twelve miles beyond it,

I 2
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and the second ten miles beyond the first. No others appeared
cither to the right or to the left, and the surface of the coun-
try was just as barren and naked as any part of the Karroo.
The third farm-house we passed was fifteen or sixtecn iniles
beyond the second ; and this was the last that occurred till we
reached the Drosdy, or the residence of the ]andmst which
was about ten miles farther. It was late in the evening of the
thirtieth before we arrived at this village, at the entrance of
which the landrost was received by a body of farmers on horse-

back, who welcomed him by a discharge of several platoons
of musquetry.
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CHAPD IL

Sketches made on a Journcy into the Country of the Kaffers.

Inm EDIATELY after our arrival at Graaff Reynet, the Pro-
visional Landrost, in his list of grievances under which the
district was then laboring, represented the deplorable state of
some of its dependencies from the incursions of the tribe of
people known by the name of Kaffers. Certain chiefs of this
nation, he said, with their families, and vassals, and cattle,
were overrunning the whole country : some had even advanced
as far as the borders of the district of Zwellendam ; others had
stationed themselves on the banks of the Sondug, or Sunday
river, within fifty or sixty miles of the Drosdy ; but that the
great bulk of them were in that division of the district called
the Zuure-veldt, or Sour Grass plains, which stretch along the
sea-coast between the Sunday and the Great Fish rivers : that
an inbabitant of Bruyntjes Hoogté, another division of the
district, who, during the late disturbances that had prevailed
in Graaff Reynet, had on all occasions acted a busy ‘part, had
now sent him a letter, demanding that a command should be
given to him of a detachment of the farmers against a party of
Kaffers who had passed the borders of this division of the
district with three or four thousand head of cattle : that he,
the provisional lapdrost, had, from certain intelligence of the
coming of the actual landrost, fortunately withheld bis answer
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to the said lctter; as in the present state of affairs, he would
not have dared to give a refusal.  To all the measures indeed
of the leading party, this poor man had been compelled to
give his assent : he had in fact been forced by the anarchists,
as a sanction to their proceedings, to take upon him the title
of an office, the duties of which he was neither qualified, nor
indeed suffered, to perform.

The first business, therefore, of the landrost, after his arrival
at the Drosdy, was to stop the preparations of the farmers for
commencing hostilities against the Kaffers, by making it pub-
licly known that it was his intention to pay a visit to the chiefs
of that nation, and to prevail on them, if possible, to return
quietly and peaceably mnto their own country beyond the set-
tled limits of the Great Fish river. This, no doubt, was an
unwelcome piece of intelligence to the writer of the letter,
and to those of the intended expedition who were to share
with him the plunder of the Kaffers’ cattle, which, in fact,
and not any laudable motive for the peace and welfare of the
district, was the mainspring that operated on the minds of
those wlio had consented to take up arms against them. To
the avaricious and covetouns dlspoutm of the colonists, and
their licentious conduct, was awing a serious rupture with this
nation in"the year 1793, which’ temmated with the almost
total expulsion of the former: from some of the best divi-
sions of ‘the district: and’ !:htmgh in- the ‘same year the
treaty was_renewed which fixed: the G‘r,j "jlﬁ‘iqh river to be
the line of demarcation betwsea tlie two #ations, and i in con-
sequence whereof the Kaflers retired within their pro per Limits,
yet few of the calomsts bad the' mnﬁdence to return to their

o
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former possessions, particularly those in the Zuure Veldt; a
circumstance, no doubt, that induced the Kaffers once more
to transgress the fixed boundary. So long as they remained
in small numbers in these forsaken parts, and during the con-
fusion that existed in the affairs of Graafl Reynet, little notice
had been taken of their encroachments ; but of late they had
poured over in such multitudes, and had made such rapid
advances towards the interior and inhabited parts of the
district, levying at the same time contributions of oxen and
sheep on thosc colonists whose habitations they approached
in their passage through the country, that their incursions
became every day more seriously alarming.

As soon therefore as the landrost should have held a meeting
of the inhabitants for the purpose of administering to them
the oath of allegiance to His Majesty, of reading his commis-
sion, appointing the Hemraaden or members of the Council,
and settling some other necessary business at the Drosdy, it
was resolved to procecd to the spot where the Kaffers bad
posted themselves in the greatest numbers ; and, should it be
found necessary, to continue the journey from thence to thc
residence of their king ; at the same time to pass through and
examine as many parts of the country, under the jurisdic-
tion of Graaff Reynet, as could be done without too great an
expenditure of time; and particularly to visit the bay that
was said to be formed where the Qwart-kops. river falls into

the sea.

In the mean t.i-_if:;u.a I bad an opportunity of locking round me
and taking a cursory view of that division of Graaff Reynet,
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properly so called. It occupies about ten miles on every side
of the village. On the north and east itas terminated by the
Sneuwlerg or Snowy mountains, and on the south and west is
inclosed by the division of Camdeboo. 1t contains only
twenty-six families, twelve of whom inhabit the village : the
rest are scattered over a wild barren country almost destitute of
tree or shrub, and very little better than the Karroo desert.
The Sunday river, in its p-aséage from the Snowy mountains.
winds round the small plain on which the Drosdy is placed,
and furnishes it with a copious supply of water, without which
it would produce nothing. The whole extent of this plain is not
more than two square miles, and it is surrounded by mountains
two thousand feet in height, from whose steep sides project,
like 8o many lines of mamm‘y;a grcat number of sand-stone
strata ; so that the heat of summer, increased by the confined
situation and the reflection of the sun’s rays from the rocky
sides of these mountains, is intensely great ; whilst the cold of
winter, from their great height, and the proximity of the Suowy
mountains, from whence the northerly winds rush with great
violence through the kloof that admits the Sunday river, is
almost intolerable ; not mercly on account of the decreased
temperature, but from the total impossibility of stirring abroad
during the continuance of these winds, which in whirling

eddies carry round the ‘plain a constant cloud of red earth
and sand.

The. village of Graaff Reyuet. is in, latitnde, 82° 11" sonth,
]onmtudﬁ 26° cast, ancl the ;d..‘, ance fmm"ﬂape '10!#]; ng’om
500 miles.. .. It consists of an assemblage of mud. lxw aced
at some distance from cach other, in two lines, fording ;
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of street. At the upper end stands the house of the landrost,
built also of mud, and a few miserable hovels that were
intended as offices for the transaction of public business : most
of these bad tumbled in; and the rest were in so ruinous a
condition as not to be habitable. The jail is composed of
mud walls, and roofed with thatch; and so little tenable,
that an English descrter, who had becn shut up in it as a sus-
picious character for having amused the country people with
an account of a conversation he had held with some French
officer, made his escape the first night through the thatch.
The mud walls of all the buildings are escavated, and the
floors undermined by a species of fermes or white ant, which
destroys evory thing that falls in its way except wood ; and
the bats that lodge in the thatch come forth at nights in such
numbers as to extinguish the candles, and make it almost im-
possible to rewnain in a room where there is a light.

The village is chiefly inhabited by mechanics, and such as
bold some petty employment under the landrost. Tts appear-
ance is as miserable as that of the poorest village in England.
The necessarics of lifc are with difliculty procured in it;
for, though there be plenty of arable land, few are found in-
dustrious enough to cultivate it. Neither milk, nor butter,
nor cheese, por vegetables of any kind, are to be had upon
any terms. There is neither butcher, nor chandler, nor grocer,
nor baker. Every oné must provide for himself as well as he
can. They have neither wine nor beer ; and the chief beve-
rage of the inhabitants is the water of the Sunday river, which,
in the summer season, _idl_ﬁt'roug]y impregnated with salt. It
would be difficult to say what the motives could have been

vOL. I. K
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that mduced the choice of this place for the residence of the
landrost. - 1t could not proceed from any personal comfort or
convenience that the place he1d ont‘,’,perhaps thqge of the
inhabitants have chiefly been consulted, being the situation
nearly central with respect to the dtstnct though it is more
probable that some interested motlve, or awwt of _)udgmeut
or a-contradictory spirit, must haye operatcd in asslgmng SO
wild, so secluded, and so unproﬁtable a Place ﬁr the seat of
the Drosdy. ; :

Ligh ]
o 3

On the elexenth of Augusf we set out ﬁ‘@m Gmﬁ' Revnet

~on our projected expcdltmh, accompame& by two bem: aaden

whom the landrost thought it'advisable to take, as he in-
tended to assemble the farmers of the distant thvlsmnqbf his
district as he passed thrdugh them, to W his - commusagon,,

‘administer the oath of allegiance, and to proé‘!aim such parts

of his public instructions as might pﬁ‘uefi}aﬂ_y relate to the
respective inhabitants. ‘He thought by doing this to“‘%pare
them the trouble and expence of a long Joumey &%thc

yhk
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Our ﬁrst route lay dxrccﬂy to the soutbwmd 'tongrds thz'_{f'
ceast, thmugh a counh'y as sand y, and a@%teule as ag p:

_verdure. Thewfarmefs here “
¢ them to feed their mume
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cach occupics a vast extent of country. Notwithstanding the
barren aspect of the plains, the bullocks were large and in
excellent condition, and the sheep were in tolerable good
order ; but the broad-tailed breed of Sonthern Africa seems
to be of a very inferior kind to those of Siberia and oriental
Tartary : they are long-legged, small in the body, remarkably
thin in the fore quarters and across the ribs : have very little
intestine or net fat ; the whole of this animal substance being
collected upon the hind part of the thigh, but particularly on
the tail, which is short, broad, flat, naked on the under side,
and scldom less in weight than five or'six pounds : sometimes
more than a dozen pounds ; when melted, it retains the con-
sistence of fat vegetable oils, and in this state it is frequently
used as a substitute for butter, and for making soap by boil-
ing it with the lie of the ashes of the salsola. 'I'his species of
the sheep is marked with every tint of color ; some are black,
some brown, and others bay; but the greatest number are
spotted : their necks are smal] and extended, and their ears
longand pendulous: they weigh from sixty to seventy pounds
each when taken from their pasture; but on their arrival at
the Cape are reduced to about forty ; and they are sold to
the butchers who collect them upon the spot for six or eight
shillings a-piece.  The annexed is a very accurate portrait of
a South African sheep. The price of a bullock is about twelve
rixdollars, or forty-cight shillings, and the average weight is
abaut four hundred pounds. The gragiers scldom kill an ox
for theip.awn consumption, unless it be to lay up in salt.
Their g!gmrq.L fare is mutton and goats’ flesh. The African
goat is. thﬂ !ﬁnm uf the species T ever saw, and so wonder-

fifity prolific that it is considered as the most profitable ani-
K2
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mal for home consumption, that can be kept. They go
twenty wecks with young, and scldom have less than two at
a birth, very commonly three, and frequently tour. The flesh,
though much inferior to mutton, is thought quite good enough
for the Hottentots in the service of the farmer ; and the choice
pieces, well soaked in the fat of sheeps’ tails, ave served upon
his own table.

The wool of the sheep may more properly be considered
as a strong frizzled hair, of which they make no kind of use
except for stuffing cushions or matresscs. They neither wash
nor shear their sheep, but suffer this hairy coating to drop off
on its own accord, which it usually does in the months of
September and October. The skins are used only as clothing
for the Hottentots, aprons for their children, bags for holding
various articles, and other household purposes.

A hog is a species of animal smrcel_y known in the district.
No other reason than indolencé can be assigned for the want
of it. 'To feed hogs there would be a necessity of planting,
and to this kind of labor they seem to have a mortal antipathy.
It requires indeed mere than usual exertion to throw a little
corn into the ground for their own bread. Many are not
even at the trouble of doing this, but prefer the making a
journey of several days to éxchange their cattle for as much

corn as they may stand in need of. To potatoes they have an
aversion ; and, according to their. report, the Hottentots even,
whose. stomachs are not very nice, refuse to eat them. It is
curious enough that this salutary root (tlmugh ofa po:sonous
‘nature in its raw state) has been geoerally rejected at first by
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most nations. Strong piejudices existed against it when first it
was introduced into England, where the privation of it at this
time would be one of the greatest calamities that could beful
the country. The same reasons which prevent them from brecd-
ing hogs opcrate against their keeping poultry: these would
require grain, and this labor. Of wild fowl, such as ducks and
geese, they can procure in most parts of the country almost any
guantity, at the cxpence of a little powder and shot. The larger
kind of game, however, are generally the objects of the Dutch
farmers. They have penetration enough to calculate that the
same quantity of powder required to kill a duck will bring
down an antelope. Of this tribe of deer, that species men-
tioned in a former Chapter under the name of the spring-bok,
is met with on the plains of Camdeboo in such vast numbers
as are almost incredible. A thorough-bred sportsman will kill
from twenty to thirty cvery time he goes out. This, however,
he usually does by a kind of poaching. He lies concealed
among the thickets near the springs or pools of water, to
which the whole herd, towards the close of the day, repair
to -quench their thirst, and by discharging among them his
enormous piece loaded “with several bullets, he sometimes
brings down three or four at a fhot. Ostriches we met with
on the same plains in great plenty, and often refreshed our
whole company with the spoils of their nests.

On the twelfth, in the space of twenty miles, we saw only
two farm-houses, one of which’ was deserted from scarcity of
water ; and the following day we also passed two habitations.
Having crossed '-'tﬁq.S-qnda'y river nine times since our dépar-
ture from Graaff Reynet, sad every time in great danger of
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overturning the waggons, we now quitted it altogether, and
encamped on the arid plam at a distance from any water.
This part of the district is called the Zwart Ruggens or
black ridges. Except the small plain of our encampment
there scarcely occurred, in the distance of forty miles, a
hundred yards of level ground. The roads over the ridges
were execrably bad, constantly ascending or descending,
covered with large fragments of loose stones, or carried over
ledges of firm rock.

Though vegetation in gencral was thinly scattered over
the stony surface, stunted, and languid, yet some of the
cminences were tolerably well clothed with a specics of cu-
phorbia, whose luxuriance of growth shewed it to be con-
genial to the soil and the situation. The leaves were ercct,
hexangular, and armed with a row of double spines along
each edge. It appeared to be the same species of which
M. Patterson has' given a drawing ; but it is not here con-
sidered as a poisonous plant, as he has represented it,
though a very obnoxious one, as by its spines it prevents the
cattle from picking up any little herbage that may be grow-
ing about its roots. Another species of euphorbia, scarcely
nsmg above the surfacc of . the ground, is here also very
common. From a central corona issue, as so many radii, a
'number of mund 1mbncat,ed leaves, containing, like all the
rest of this genus, a white milky fluid : the central part of a
full gi’own plant incloses not less than a pint. The oxen
pierceé’ ‘the romna mth their ‘incisive teeth, and drink the
milk ; and 1t is the opmmn of the ‘farmers that they hecome
fat by feedmg upon it. Though less astringent than the fluid
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that is usunally produced by this tribe of plants, it possesses
that quahty to a very considerable degree; yet no sort of
inconvenience is known to attend the use of it to the cattle,
The pcasantry collect it for another purpose. When warmed
over the fire, and stirred round with a soft ochraceous stone,
it takes the consistence of tar, and in that state is considered
as an excellent grease for the axcs of their waggon whecls.

We passed, on the fourteenth, a narrow opening, called
the Poort, through a long range of hills ruuning east and
west, and extending each way beyond the reach of the eye.
The approach to the chasm was beautiful and magnificent
in the highest degree. Tor the space of three or four miles,
on the northern side, the road serpentized through a tall
shrubbery diversified with some of the most elegant and showy
plants of Southern Africa. Among these were now in the
height of their blossoms a great variety of the crassula, o
beautiful scarlet cotelydon, many species of the aloe, some
tlirowing out their clusters of flowers across the road, and
others rising above the rest in spikes of blood-red blossoms
not less than fifteen feet in height, African briony clasping
every hush with its vipe-like leaves, and a beautiful plant
resembling the jessamine, whose clusters of white flowers
scented the whole country. 'The road through the shrubbery
was composed of a smooth, yellowish, sandy earth without
a stone, and did not contain in any part the length of a
hundred yards in a straight line. The Riet berg, or Reed
mountajn in the back ground, blushed to the very summit with
a wood of tall smooth-stemmed aloes bearing long spikes of
pink-colored flowers.
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Having passed the kloof, or poort, we crossed a plain of
six or seven miles in width, and encamped on the Holga fon-
teyn at the feet of another range of hills parallel to the Riet-
berg, and still more thickly covered with frutescent plants.
Here we started a herd of fourteen large buffaloes that had
been rolling in the spring. They were very shy, and scam-
pered away at a great rate into the thickets which covered the
sides of the hills. For three days’ journey from this place the
road lay over a country that was finely marked with bold
lills, plains, gradual swells, and hollows ; but it was wholly
covefed with a forest of shrubbery. Sometimes, for the dis-
tance of ten or twelve miles, there was not the least opening
to allow of our turning a yard out of the path either to the
right or to the left; and from the heights, wherc the bushes
were less tall, the cye could discern only an uninterrupted
forest. Nothing could be more beautiful nor more interest-
ing than these grand and extensive coppice woods appeared to
us for the greatest part of the first day’s journey ; but the in-
convenience they occasioned towards the evening, when we
wished to halt, was seriously fcit. There was not a sufficient
space of clear ground for the tent and waggons, nor to make fast
the oxen ; and, what was the worst of all, nota drop of water.
The weather had been very sultry, the thermometer fluctuating
generally from 75° to 80° in the shade during the day; yet the
cattle had only tasted water once in three days. The two nights
when they were unyoked it was necessary to bind them fast
to the waggons, that they might not stray into the thicket,
where they would infallibly have been Jost, or devoured by
lions. The prmts of the feet of tius destructive animal were
every where fresly. on the road, and every night we beard
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them roaring around as ; and, in addition to these, our cars
were assailed with the various cries of a multitude of fero-
cious beasts that nightly prowl the woods in qguest of prey.
The roaring of lious, the bellowing of buffaloes, the howling
of wolves, the yelping of jackals, and the timid lowing of our
oxen, were parts in the nocturnal concert that could not.be
said to produce much harmony to us who were encamped in
the midst of a torest of which we could discern no end.

On the slope of a Lill, towards the southern verge of the fo-
rest, I distinguished among the clumps of frutescent plants
several flowers of a strelitzia, which I took for granted to s
the regine, but on a nearcr approach it turned out to he a new
species diflering remarkably in the foliage from the two al-
ready known. Instcad of the broad plantain-like leaves of
these, those of the new species were round, a little compressed,
half an inch in diameter at the base, tapering to a point at.
the top, and from six to ten fect high: the flowers appeared
to be the same as those of the reginz, the colors perhaps a
little deeper, particularly that of the nectarium, which was
of a beautiful violet blue. 1 procured half a dozen roots,
which 1 sent down to the botanic garden at the Cape; and
the plant is now in England, and likely to become as com-
mon as the other species. A beautiful plant of the palm
tribe was growing near the strelitzia, from the pith of which
the Hottentots were said to make a kind of bread. It was a
species of zamia, apparently a variety of the cycadis described
by Mr. Masson. The lcaves were of a glaucous color and
lanceolate ; thﬁ ‘Jeaflets nearest the base pointed with one,
thosc about the middle with two, and thosc at the extremities
with three, strong spines.

VOL. 1. L
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On the cvening of the seventeenth we encamped on the
verdant bank of a heautiful lake in the midst of a wood of
frutescent plants. It was of anoval form, about three miles
in eircumfercnce.  On the western side wasa shielving bank
of green turf, and round the other parts of the bason the
ground, nising more abruptly, and to a greater height, was
covered thickly with the same kind of arboreous and succu-
lent plants as had been observed to grow most commonly in
the thickets of the -adjoining country. The water was per-
fectly clear, but salt as brine. It was one of those salt-water
lakes swhich abound in Southern Africa, where they are called
sout pans by the colonists. The one in question, it scems, is
the most famous in the colony, and is resorted to by the
inhabitants {from very distant -parts of the country, for the
purpose of produring salt for their own consumption or
for sale. It is situated on a plain of cousiderable elevation
above the level of the sea. The greatest part of the bottom
of the lake was covered with one continued body of salt like
a sheet of ice, the crystals of which were so united that it
formed a solid mass as hard as rock. The margin or shore of
the bason was like the sandy beach of the sea coast, with
sand-stone and quartz pebbles thinly scattered over it, some
red, some purple, and others grey. . Beyond the narrow belt
of sand round the margin, }thz shcet of salt commenced with
a thin porous crust, increasing i thickness and solidity as it
advanced towards the middle.of the lakes. The salt that is
taken: sout- Yor use s generaﬂy bmkcg up with pick-axes
where it ‘s’ “about four or" ﬁve mc’haa tlnek, which is at no
great dmf&nce from the’ margm of the lake. - "The ;lmskmss'
in the'middle is not known; a qnanntv of wawg ‘generally
temaining if that part. » The dry’ soutkmtéfy winds of
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summer agitating the water of the lake produce on the
margin a fine, light, powdery salt, likc flakes of snow. "This
is equally beautiful as the refined salt of Englaud, and is
much sought after by the women, who always commission
their husbands to bring home a quantity of snowy salt for
the table.

In endeavouring to account for the great accumulation of
pure cr_ystalhzed salt " at the bottom of this lake, I should
have conceived the following explanation sufficiently satisfac-
tory, had not some local circumstances scemed to militate
strongly against it. - The water of the sea on the coast of
Africa contains a very high proportion of salt. ' During the
strong south-cast winds of summer, the spray of the sea
is carried to a very considerable extent into the country in
the shape of a thick wist. The powerful and combined
effects of the dry wind and the sun carry on a rapid evapora-
tion of the aqueous part of the mist, and of course a discn-
gagement of the saline particles : these, in their fall, aro
reccived on the ground or on the foliage of the shrubbery.
When the rains commence they arc again taken up in solu-
tion and carricd into the salt pan, towards which the coun-
try‘on every-side inclincs. The quantity of salt thus sepa-
rated from ‘tlie séa,  and borne-upon the land, is much more
considerable than at the first thought it might seem to be.
At the ‘distance of several miles from the sea-coast, the air,
in walkin 1g against the wind, is perceptibly saline to the lips.
Jz lca’ﬁeé,""a‘ldump feel upon the clothes, ‘and gives to them
‘ ‘tagte,. . The ostriclr feather I wore in my: hat
dlways bung vtx wmw »Lhmads when near the sea~coast in a

L2
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south-past wind, gnd recovered itself immediately when the
wind shifted. Inshort, the air becomes so much obscured
with the saline particles that objects can only be distin-
guished through it at very short distances. And as these
winds prevail for seven or cight months in the year, the
mind can easily conceive that, in the lapse of ages, the
(uantity of salt carried upon-the surrounding country, and
wafted annually from: thence into tle common reservoir,
might have accumulated to the present bulk.

Were this, however, actually the case, it would naturally
follow that all the reservoirs of water in the proximity of this
sea-coast should contain, more or less, a portion of salt.
Most of them in fact do so. Between the one in question
and the sea, a distance of six miles, there are three other
salt lokes, two of which are on a plain within a mile of the
strand. None of these, however, deposit a body of salt
except in very dry summers when the greatest part of the
water 13 evaporated. * One is called the Red Salt pan, the
crystals of salt produced in it being always tinged of a ruby
color with-iron. This lake is about twice the size of that
above described. All these should ‘se¢m to favor the suppo-
sition of the salt being bwughzt from the sea, were it not that
close to the side of the lake: thﬂt produces the greatest quan-
tity is @ stagnant pool or w)‘ky, the water of which is per-
festly fresh. - Another strong m;gumeut against the hypothesis
abaw’e assumed is the cnrcumsﬁmcq nat‘mxr h&vmg d:scovered,

Al jou:pey, sevcu! sa’ft e ‘kind
‘mountains, at tﬁa amance of two fjsidred
“coast, aml ‘on_an elevation thaticould ot

|HA
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be less thau five or six thousand feet. ‘The soil too on all
sides of the Zwart-Kop’s salt pan was deep vegetable earth,
in some places red and in others black, resting upon a bed of
clay, and without baving the smallest vestige of salt in its
comnposition. That salt in a soil was inimical to and destruc-
tive of vegetation was well known to the ancients. In the
mctaphorical manner of the castern nations in treating things
as well as ideas, it was usually ordained, after the destruc-
tion of a city, to “ throw salt upon it that nothing afterwards
might grow there.” The shrubbery, however, upon the
banks of this salt lake was beautifully Juxuriant to the very
water’s edge.

A cause, then, less remote remains to be adopted ; and
the only conclusion scems to be that either salt-water springs
must exist towards the center of the lake, or the water that
rests in it must come in contact with a stratum of sal gem or
rock salt. The latter supposition is perhaps. the only satis-
factory way of accounting for the saltness of the sea; and if
the subterrancan strata of this substance be among the num-
ber of those that are most commonly met with in the bowels
of the earth, as has been supposed, the effects that exist
may casily be conceived to arise froin it. The salt of Poland
alone would probably be more than sufficient to. salify the
Northern Atlantic.

We happened to visit the lake at a very unfaverable season,
when. it;was full of water.. About the n:uddh. it was three
féet dPCP,,!. blit sufl ciently clear to percewe several veins of 5
darL ferrugtnwnﬁm_,_f or intersecting in various directions the




-8 TRAVELS IN

sheet of salt. 'These were in all proba];ility springs whosc
action had impeded crystallization, and brought up a quan-
tity of ochraceous matter. I caused a hole four feet in depth
to be dug in the sand close to the edge of the water.
The two first feet were through sand like that of the sea-
shore, in which were mingled small shining crystals of sali.
The third foot was considerably harder and more compact,
and came up in flakes that required some degree of force to
break, and the last foot was so solid that the spade would
scarcely pierce it ; and one-fifth part of the mass at least was

pure salt in erystals. The water now gushed in perfectly
clear and as salt as brine.

Another object of natural Dhistory was discovered about
five miles north-west from the sdlt pan. This was on the
side of a small hill down which ran a streamlct of chalybeate
water from a spring situated about midway of the ascent.
Immediately bclow the spring the stream ran through a
chasm of five or six feet deep, in the midst of a mound of
black boggy carth which seemed, to have been vowited
out of the spring.  The mound was completely . destitute
of any kind of vegetation, and so light and tumcfied that
it wonld scarcely suﬁppﬂ\:‘-,thgweiglft of aman. The watet
was clear, but the bowom of the channel was covered with a
.deep ‘orahge- colored s&damﬁu‘t of a gelatinous consistence,
void of smell or taste, o’ every: par). of thie bogwas oozing
out. 8 suhsia.nce, in some places y@uw and in others gnacn,
which was ausgere. oitaste ke 1)
_exposeﬂ o the’ ﬂa*tme'ﬂf a daridle. ﬁmeﬂed out mﬁa . ?nrge
hollow blister. of which she'esternal part had becolig
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friable clay, and the interior surface was coated over with a
black glassy pellicle. The smell given out was at first slightly
sulpburcous and afterwards bituminous. Great quantities of a
dark, red, ocliraceous carth was thrown out from the bog in
small heaps like mole-hills. This when taken between the
fingers became oily and adhesive, and the color brightened
to that of vermilion. DBoth the red, the green, and the yel-
low substances, when bojled in water, deposited a smooth
clayey sediment, unctuous to the fecl, tastless and colorless.
The water had imbibed a strong acid, and had dissolved part
of the copper kettle in which it was boiled, as appearcd by
this metal ‘being brought down on pieces of polished iron.
The impregnated water changed the color of blue paper.
The want of chemical tests prevented any farther cxperi-
ments; but I imagine the substances were sulphuric acid in
combination with clay forming alum, and the same acid in
union with iron, composing green vitriol or copperas, which
the mixture of bituminous or other heterogeneous matter had
prevented from forming itself mto regular crystals.

The water of the spring was of the same temperature as the
surrouading atmosphere ; but a farmer who was with us as-
serted positively that fifteen years ago, when last he was on the
sb’bt, the water was thrown out warm to a considcrablc
degrec. His assertion, however, was liable to some doubt.
Periodigcal hot springs are phenomena in nature not fre-
quentl¥; if'ever, met with. It is just possible thut a portion
of unsaturaggd sulphuric geid coming in its disengaged state
in contact with the water might occasionally raise its tempe-
yature ; but the information of the peasantry on any subject,
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and in all countrics, should be received with a degree of

caution. Those of Africa, I have generall ly observed, are

much ‘disposed to the ‘marvellous. = Before I ascended the

hill in question I was to}d that the suﬁ'ocatmg smell of sul-

phur constantly given out was scarcely to be'supported, and

that there was always a prodigious smoke, both of which
were palpable falsehoods.

We found encamped oa thic borders of the salt-water lake a
farmer and his whole family, consisting of sons and daughters,
and grandchildren; of oxen, cows, sheep; goats, and dogs.
Ile was moving to a new habitation ; and, in addition to his
live-stock, carried with him _his whole property in two wag-
gons. ‘He advised us to nffke fast our oxen to the waggons,
as two of his horses had been devoured on the preceding night
by lons. ' This powerful and treacherous animal is very com-
‘mon in the thickets'ahout the salt pan; treacherous, because it
seldom makés an open attack, but, like the rest of the feline
genus, lies in ambush till it can conv emently’ spnug Bpon its
prey. Happy for the peasantry, the Hottentots, and those.ani-
mals that are the objects of its destruction, were its noble and
‘generpus nature, that so oft tas fired the imagination of poets,
tealized, and if his royal paw disdained to stain itself in the.
‘blood of any sleeping creature! - The lion, in fact, is one of.
‘the most-indolent of all the' bﬁnsts of “prey, and never gives:
himseif the trouble of a pursuit uhless hard pressed \ﬂ,th hquﬁ_.
geri7On .our: amival at. a:farm }‘:E;,uw ‘on the banks- Qf thc
'Zwam;n viver; @ lion” hadqu;;"_, _gg shot by,a trapsgun ;

t1y aﬁarane of the. Hmmﬂuts bad brought dni';u a
large mule “&rﬁ‘niﬁ; This. gniindl {the Jos enfler of the Systcimg,
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Nature) is the strongest and the fiercest of the bovine genus,
Nature scems to have designed him as a model for producing
extraordinary powers. The horns at the base are each twelve
or thirteen inches broad, and are separated only by a narrow
channel, which fills up with age, and gives to the animal a
forehead completely covered with a rugged mass of horn as
hard as rock. Irom the base they diverge backwards, and
are incurved towards the points, which are generally distant
from each other about three feet. About the height of a
common-sized oX, the African buflalo is at least twice its
bulk. The fibres of its muscles are like so many bundles of
cords, and they are covered with a hide little inferior in
strength and thickness to that of the rhinosceros. It is pre-
ferred by the peasantry to the skin of all other animals for
cutting into thongs to be used as traces and barness for their
carts and waggons. 'The flesh is too coarse-grained to be
good ; yet the farmers generally salt it up as food for their
Ilottentots. It is curious enough that the tecth of this species
of buffalo should at all times be so perfectly loose in the
sockets as to rattle and shake in its head.

The lion frequently measures his strength with the buffalo,
and always gains the advantage. This, however, he is said to
accomplish by stratagem, being afraid to attack him on the
open plain. He lies waltmg in ambush till a convenient op-
portunity offers for springing upon the buffalo, and fising his
fangs it kis throat ; then striking his paw into the animal’s
face, he twem round the head and pins him to the ground
by, l‘.ohc horns, holding him in that situation till he expires
f;‘mﬂ Ioss of blood: - “Sucha batﬂe wonlfl furnish a grand sub-
jeot fmthe powers 'of & mastedh

VOL. I
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If the Dutch have been too indolent to dowesticate the
quacha aud the zcbra, it is less a matter of astonishment that
no attempts have been made on the ficrce and powerful buf-
falo. Any other nation, having possession of the Cape for
one huudred and fifty vears, would certainly have effected it.
A male, if taken very young, and suffered to run among the
cattle, would in all probability have intercourse with the
cows ; at least the other species of the bovine tribe, when
domesticated, have been found to mix together without any
difficulty. Such a connection would produce a change in
the prescnt breed of cattle in the colony, and without doubt
for the better: a worse it could not well be than the com-
mon long-legged ox of the country.

On the evening of the eighteenth we arrived at Qwart-kop’s,
or Algoa-bay, and found his Majesty’s brig, the Hope, which
had been sent expressly by Admiral Pringle to meet us, rid-
ing at anchor there. Here we remained for a few days, 1n
order to ‘'make such ohservations on the bay, the coast, and
the circumjacent country, as we deemed to be necessary, and
the result of which will hereafter be given.

At the distance of fifteen miles to the westward of the bay,
ang close to the sea-shore, we were agrecably surprized in
maetmg with a large forest of many thousand acres of ground
covered comp-letely with, trees, of various kinds and dimen-
smns ‘th& mayst, coinmon  was: Lhe geel-kaut or ye'llow wood,
(tagus. ciangafm ) erroneously called: by Thunberg the ilex
crocea.  ‘These trees grow to the amazing size of ten feet in
diameter; and to the height of thirty or fottg" for "nf trunk,
clear of branches. The wood is serviceable for many pur-
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poses, but will not bear exposure to weather. Next to the
yellow wood' is the yzer hout, iron-wood, (a sideroaylon,)
growing to the size of three feet in diameter, the trunk straight
and very high. The wood of this tree is close-grained, pon-
derous, and of grcat hardness. Hassagai hout (the curtesia

faginea of the Hortus Kewensis) is a beautiful tree, which

grows to the size of the irou-'wood, and is used for naves,
fellies, and spokes of waggon wheels, and for most imple-
ments of husbandry. The grain of this wood is somewhat
closer and the color darker than those of plain mahogany.
Stink hout, or stinking wood, takes its name [rom an offensive
excrementitious odor, which is exhaled from it while green,
and which it retains till perfectly scasoned. It grows to the
size of the geel hout, and is by many degrees the best kind of
wood that is produced in the colony. 'The grain and the
shades are not unlike those of walnut ; and many specimens
from old trces make exceedingly beautiful furniture. It ap-
pears to be well calculated for use in ship-building, cither as
knces, beams, timbers, or plank. The stink hout is the native
oak of South Africa, and I believe the only species found
at least in the southern part of that continent. It may
thercfore a0t improperly be called the Quercus A j}'icaﬂa Se-
veral other timber-trees of vast sizc werc growing here, and

in other places along the southern coast, thenumber of which
: --pmcured by us amounted to more than forty ‘different kinds,

of wh;Eh a list will be given in a future (.,h'lptel ;yet in Cape
Town. t"hem is a general complaint of a want of wood ; and the

'-;:extmwagam demand of six hundred per cent. profit has been
", made there for Buropean dealgr

we
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In addition to the forcst-trees, we also wmet with a great
variety of small coppice wood ; and the whole coast, for more
than a day’s journcy to the westward of Zwart-kop’s bay, was
skirted with a belt of thick brushwood almost down to the
water’s edge. 'The greater part of the forests of South Africa
appears to be cucumbcred with a species of lichen that covers
nearly the whole foliage, and hangs from the branches in tufts
of a foot to three feet in length. This lichen was observed par-
ticularly to be growing upon the geel hout, and evidently im-
peded the growth of its branches.

In the midst of all these forests the miserable hovels in which
the graziers live are the pictures of want and wretchedness.
Four low mud-walls, with a couple of square holes to admit
the Jight; and a door of wicker-work, a few crooked poles to
support a thatch of rushes, slovenly spread over them, serves
for the dwelling of many a peasant whose stock consists of sc-
veral thousand sheep and as many hundred heads of cattle.
The oxen in this particular pasture were not so large nor fat
as those farther up in the country, nor were the sheep nearly
so good as those of Camdeboo. ~ One principal article of their
revenue is butter. .. An African ¢ow, either from its being of a
bad breed, or from the nature of its food, or the effects of the
‘climate, or perhaps from a combination of these circumstan-
ces, gives but a very small quaut:ty of poor mt]k. Four
quarts a-day .1 is considered as somcthmg extraordmary and
ahout half the quantity is the' lmlai average of a cow at the
very itop of her milk. The butter is sofetimes talembiy
good; but the cugtom: ﬁf plnngmﬁ the whole milk/into the
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churn without suffering it to stand and cast the cream,
operates generally against its being so; and the management
of the dairy being entrusted to the carc of a Hottentot, whose
cleanliness is not the most prominent fcature in her character,
does not enhance its goodness either in idca or reality.

The country about Zwart-kop’s bay scems to be well
adapted for the cultivation of grain. The farmers here give
themselves no trouble to manure the land, yet reckon upon
a return of twenty-five, thirty, and even forty, for one, espe-
cially if a stream of water can occasionally be turned upon
the ground.  On stiff clayey land a small quantity of sheep’s
dung is sometimes employed to prevent the fragments from
clogging together, and to make their parts less tenacious.
The little value they attach to manure is obvious from the
heaps of dung that arc piled up about the houses in those
places where the cattle, in order to preserve them from beasts
of prey, are pent up at nights. - These consist of circular or
square spaces, shut in by dead branches of the thorny mi-
mosa, which are called kraals, a name they have also thought
proper to transfer to the collected huts of the Hottentots or
Kaffers. The beds of some of these kraals were not less than
twelve feet deep of dung, unmixed with any other material ;
but this is neither the only nor the least offensive nuisance with
which the hovel of a Dutch peasant is usually surrounded.

The great fertility of the land in this part of the colony is not
however an 2y ind %?ement for the farmer to extend thecultivation
of grain beyond'the presént limited quantity, as he can have no
demand for his produce unless & regular coasting trade were
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established. They would be very glad to find a market for
their grain at a fixed contract price, even as low as two shill-
ings and cight-pence for a Winchester bushel delivered at
Zwart-kop's bay. The wheat of the Cape is a large full grain,
weighing usually from sixty-one to sixty-five pounds a bushel.
Immediately after the capture, a small cargo was sent to
Europe, which sold in Mark-lane market at a higher price
than the best English wheat that appearcd on the same day.

The valley through which the Zwart-kop’s river meanders
in its course to the bay, is a fertile tract of country, the
greater part of it capable of being laid under water. It is
twenty miles in length and between two and three in width.
'The hills, that on cach side rise with an casy slope, exhibit
an unbroken forest of evergreen plants holding a middle rank.
in point of size, between shrubs and trees.  The tree crussuln,
several specics of the aloe, of the euphorbia, and other succu-
l@ﬂt plants, were also mixed with the shlubbcr_y', and grew
with remarkable exuberance. The whole of this beautiful
valley is divided ‘between four families, each having not less
than' five. thousand acres of land mdcpendent of the enclosing
hills cawred with wood. Yet not satisfied with the possession
of this- enarmous quantity, they have made several attempts
to burn' down the forest, that the rattle might more conve-
mmﬂy come at the tufts anﬂ%gm’iches of sweet grass that
abauﬂd within it. ~Hitherto all their endeavours have proved
fmmlﬁs ’ﬂm moment that I'gnsculent plants, partlcular!y

gFe euphorbms, becange b » the expanded
: ursfs open the stems; and their juices;. rush-
iv, extinguished the fire.
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In one part of the valley there is a morass of considerable
extent, which however, by catting one single drain, might be
converted into a very beautiful meadow. The vast numbers
of the Egyptian and the Mountain goose, of teals, and several
other species of ducks, that harbour in the reeds by which
the swamp is covered, are incredible, and the damage which
the farmers sustain by them in their crops is said to be very
considerable. I have secn indeed a field literally covered
with them; and they were too bold to be driven away by
shooting at them. The buffalos also descend from the thick-
ets by night, and commit great depredations among the corn.
These huge animals are, however, much more easily chased
away than the geese, and make a-precipitate retreat at the
report even of a musquet.

This marsh or morass concealed also a species of antelope,
or goat, called the riet-bok, or reed-goat, which does not ap-
pear to be described in the Systema Nature. In color and
sizc the male has a considerable resemblance to the leucophea
or blue antelope.: Its horns are from nine inches to a foot
in length, diverge a little towards the points which are bent
forwards, and are annulated about one-fourth of the length
from the base. A crest of short hair runs from the throat to
the chest, which clrcuugstance may probably assign it a
place in the goat genus. The distinction bowever between
these. two genera seems to bq arbltrary and not drawn by na-
ture. The reed goat is a véry rare animal, and known only
in few parts of#he colony. Another species of antelope is
very common in the neighbourhoed of Zwart-Kop’s bay., ,It is
known by the Hottentot name of orabie. Except in color and
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size, being of a darker brown and a little larger, it bore a con-
siderable resemblance to the steenbok : it is marked on tlic
face with two yellow lines. Here also we met with that beau-
tiful little animal the royal antelope of Pennant, and the pyg-
maa of the Systema Nature. Excepting the pigmy musk-deer,
the royal antelope is the smallest of the hoofed quadrupeds :
the height is from nine to twelve inches ; the sides of a light
brown passing into an ash-colored blue on the back : the horns
are about an inch and half long, erect and parallel, black,
polished, and shining like marble : its habits are mild and in-
nocent. The boschbok or wood-deer, the antelope sylvatica.
with its white-spotted haunches, was common among the
thickets, and the gricshok, the steenbok, and the duiker, were
equally plentiful upon the plains.

Of birds, beside the ducks and geese already noticed,
there was a great varicty of water-fowl, such as flamingos, pe-
licans, and several species of cranes. Partridges, pheasants,
and bustards were also abundant. The bird which at the
Capé is called a pheasant is in fact a fetrgo or grouse, with
rcmarkabi}r strong spurs on the legs, and two spurious ones
Just below the koee joint. In addition to the two specics of
bustards, knowa in the colony by the name of korhaans, at
this place we procured a third, which appeared to be by
sruch the finest bird we had ﬂﬁherto met with in Southern
Aﬁgm' _and which, though sﬂﬁcaently common, is not des-
in, t’he Systcma Naﬂmg_ "Ll: 18 called bere the wilde
and elegmf "bﬂ‘d, tbe ardea pavomna or halearlc crane. . The
bird in questiohis 8 ‘species of ofis, and is nearly as large as
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the Norfolk bustard. The feathers of the neck are long, very
thick, ‘and loasa, fike thnw of a domestic fowl, of a bright
chesnut  color on- the, nppeg part, and an ash-colored blue
uuder the.throat and on the breast. . The feathers of the back
beautjfully aundulated with black and brown lines, the belly
white'; the tail feathers from sixteen to twenty in number,
marked across with alterfate bars of black and white ;. the
*spread of the wihigs seven fect, and the whole length of the
bird three feef; and an half. Itis general!y met with in the
neighbourhood of farm-houses ; and to all appearance might
~ very easily be domesticated : the flesh is exceedingly good,
with a high flavor of game. , In tbe m;amty of the woods we
saw a great number of the fa!co serpentarius, caligd, ridicu-
lously enough, the secretary bird, from the long feathers of its
crest being supposed -to resemble the pens that it was the
custom for merchants’ clerks to stick in the hair., The ser-
pentarius is the avowed enemy of snakes, on which account
lie is considered, both by the Colonists and the Hottentots, as
a sort of privileged bird. Of the several kinds of snakes
which they here epumerate, one only was considered ‘as ‘in-
noxious ; this was the boom slange or tree-snake, %0/ called
from its bemg generally found coiled round. the branches of
trees ; .it. is from;;zx to. ten. feet in Iength, vefy thick, and of
a dark;ﬁtﬁd—!ﬂ lﬂ;{.,ﬁppmachmg nearly to black. It is
said 1o take as-aﬁod"f”m trees for_the sake of procuring its
food wﬂ:h‘ the, greater coa 'm hi h'm general consists

7 VoL L.
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stated of so extraordinary a nature that the generality of man-
kind could not have observed it, individual testimony is not
always of sufficient force to establish general belief. In the
southern part of Africa, where snakes are every where met
‘with in great abundance, the fact with regard to their fasci-
nating power over birds is so well known that very few of the
peasantry will hesitate to vouch for the truth of it from per-
sonal observation; but I bhave never heard it supposed here
that the influence of the charm was extended to the human
speties, as has been asserted, seemingly on good authorities,
to be the case in parts of Asia and North America, The
most formidable species of this venomous tribe of animals in
the colony of the Cape is the hooded snake, which they call
the cobra capella.  The Hottentots, though well acquainted
with several vegetable antidotes against the. poison- of ser-
pents, are very much afraid of this particular species. The
most approved remedy among the Dutch is the slange steen or
snake-stonc, which they hold to be infallible. This antidote
appears to be in fact nothing more than a piece of firm bone
of some animal made into an oval shape, and burnt round the
edges 5o as to leave a whitish spot in the middle. 'The coun-

' try.peaple, who purchase. this. mmedy ‘wnder the idea of its
. being a stone takeu out of tl‘m head of a‘certain species of ser--
-'-"_'_-'..I‘-penta were very much astonish ".‘,-0“ bemg told that it was
only a piece of bone ; and ¥ jore so ‘on finding that this
” "gubstam:e stood “their test G ﬁi ::l‘ 00K nﬂs&'ajf the aiangc steen,
whiﬁk?_was -that ef" thmwmg’.uut pithbles on &
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tubes, as common sponge for instance, might perhaps be
equally efficacious.

About twenty miles to the westward of Zwart-hop’s bay is
another wide, open, unsheltered indentation in the coast,
called Camtoos bay, into which fall the Kromm¢ river, the
Camtoos river, Van Staaden’s river, and several other inferior
streams. At the mouth of the Krommé river two or: threc
ships may ride at anchor in tolerable good shelter from most
winds except the south-east. 'The country that surrounds this
large bay is covered with thick brushwood, and in places with
clumps of forest-trees. Near the mouth of Van Staaden’s
river we found, in the steep sides of a deep glen, several spe-
cimens of a lead ore. It was of that species known by the
name of galena, or lead mineralized with sulphur. ''he masses
had no appearance of cubic crystallization, but were granu-
lar and amorphous in some specimens, and the surfaces. in
others were made up of small facets. 'T'his sort of galena is
sometimes called by miners white silver ore, on account of the
large proportion it has been found to contain of that metal.
It is well known that all galenas contain more or less of sil-
ver; and it has been observed that those whose configuration
is least distinct have the greatest proportion, the hetero-
geucous motal having disturbed and obstructed the natural
arrangemmt of the- particles, whlch would be that of a ma-
thematical cube-if perﬁact"ly pure, . “The vein of the ore was
about. thneﬂ ‘inches wide and an inch thick, and it appeared
to 1ncreﬂ,ﬂe . otlyiin width and thickness as it advanced un-~
der. the"sim_?_t ni"‘rocl-. w1th which it was covered. The
gangye of. mafm* as“ qqarwm wnd-stano of a yeliawxsh :

'KA
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tinge, ccllular and ﬁbrous, harsh to thc feel, and easily bro-
ken. AR o

Some experiments were furmerly made, ina rongh way, at
the Cape of Good Hepe, upon specimens of this idéntical vein
of lead-ore, by-Major Van Dhen, an officer in the Dutch ser-
vice, and the result of these proved it to be uncommonly rich
in silver. According to this gentleman’s statement of the assay,
two hundred pounds of the ore contain one hundred pounds
of pure lead ad éight ounces of silver. Should this on a more
accufate tnal turn out to be the case, it may hereafter prove a
valuable acquisition 1o the colony. Lead mines, it is true, are
generally very deep below the surface of the ground, and the
working of them is both troublesome and expénsive.  But here
a vein of rich ore, shemng itself at the surface, gives reason-
able gm\indﬁ for' presuming ‘that the largc body of the minc
may not lie at any great depth, and if so' it would be worked
advantageously " The surrounding eountry is particularly fa-
vorable for the prosecution of such an undertaking. Wood
1is in such abundance both for building and for fuel that it
would net be exhausted in ‘an- age. Two streams of water
unite in tile bottom of the glen. - The cuuntr}r would support
‘with mtth anﬂ com ‘any number of pdt}ple that might be re-
-‘_qmved to ‘carry:on thé: wark and the distance of the mine
is only five nnles fmm ‘the ‘mouth "of Van Staaden’s river in
C&ntom bay .
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bers. An old Hottentot, who on former occasions had served
as interpreter between the landrosts of Graaff Reynet and
the Kafier Chiefs, had, according to appointment, joined us
with his suite, consisting of about half a dozen -of his coun-
trymen. The landrost, on his joining us, invested him with
his staff of office, a long stick with a brass head on which was
engraven the king’s arms. By such a staff, in the time of the
Dutch government, a IHottentet was constituted a captain ;
and, by the number they created of these captaing, the ruin
of their respective hordes was much facilitated. But these
captains are now no more; they and their tribes have en-
tirely disappeared, and our old Captain Haasbeak commands in
Graaff Reynet without a ru'al - ; _

Twenty years ago, if we may credit the travellers of that
day, the country heyond Camtoos river, which was then the
eastern hmit of the colony, abounded with kraals or villages
of Hottentots, out of whieh the inhabitants eame to meet
them by bundreds in a groupe. Some of these villages might
still have been expeeted to remain in this remote-and not very
populous part of the eolony. Not one, however, was to be
found. Thete is not in fact.in the whele extensive district
of Graaff Bzynet a single horde of mdependent Hottentots ;
and perhaps not & score of individuals who are not actually
in the service of the. Dutch These weak people; the most
helpless, and in theu' pnesent camhtmn perhaps the most
wwtchﬁﬂg of the huma race, dup&& out of their possessians,

", ‘and: their liberty, have entailed upon their mi-
fuprir :éta,te of existenbe to which that of slavery
pmparison of happiness. It is a condition,,
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however, not likely to continue to a very remote posterity.
The name of Hottentot will be forgotten or remembered only
as that of a dcceased person of little note. Their numbers of
late years have been rapidly on the decline. 1t has generally
been observed that wherever Europeans have colonized, the
less civilized natives have always dwindled away, and at
length totally disappeared. Various causes have contributed
to the depopulation of the Hottentots. The impolitic custom
of hording together in families, and of not marrying out of
their.own kraals, has no doubt tended to enervate this race
of men, and'to‘r(laducc them to their prosent degenerated con-
dition, which is that of a languid, listless, phlegmatic pcople,
in whom the prolific powers of nature seem to be neaily cx-
hausted. . To this may be added their extreme poverty, scan-
tiness of food, and continual dejection of mind, arising from
the crucl treatment they receive from an inhuman and un-
feeling peasantry, who having discovered themselves to be re-
moved to too greata distance from the seat of government to
be awed by its authority, have hitherto exercised, in the most
wanton and barbarous manner, an absolute power over thesc
poor wretches, whom they had reduced to the necessity of de-
pending upon them.for a morsel of bread. There is scarcely
an instance of cruelty, said to have been committed against
the slaves in the West-India ulands, that could not find a pa-
rallel from the Dutch farmers .of the remote: districts of the
colony, towards the Hottentots in their scrvice. - Beating and
cutting with. thongs of the hide. of tlw. Mw or rhinosce-
TOS, AT tmly geatle: gnmhmnﬁ, thongh these sort of ‘whips,
which: thiy call shamboct, are ‘most. horrid instruments,: being
tough, pliant, and:beavy almost a8 lcad Firing small
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fnto the legs and thighs of a Hottentot is a punishment not
unknown to some of the monsters who inhabit the neighbour-
hood of Camtoos river. And though death is not unfre-
quently the consequence of punishing these poor wretches in
a moment of rage, yet this gives little concern to the farmer;
for though thiey are to all intents and purposes his slaves, yet
they are not transterable property. It is this circumstance
which, in his mind, makes their lives less valuable, and their
treatment more inhuman.

In offences of too small inoment to stir up the phlegm of a
Dutch peasant, the coolness and tranquillity displayed at the
punishment of his slave or Hottentot is highly ridiculous,
vet at the same time indicative of a savage disposition to
unfecling cruelty lurking in his heart. He flogs them, not
by auy given number of lashes, but by time; and as they
have no clocks nor substitutes for them capable of marking
the smaller divisions ot time, he has invented au excuse for
the indulgence of one of his most favorite sensualities, by
flogging them till he has smoked as many pipes of tobacco
as he may judge the magnitude of the crime to deserve. The
government of Malacea, according to the manuscript journal
of an intelligent officer in the expedition against that settle-
ment, has adopted the same custom of flogging by pipes ; and
the fiscal or chief magistrate, or some of his deputxcs, are the
smokers on such occasions.

By a resplution of the old governthent, as unjust as it was
inhuman, a peasnnt was.allowed to claim as his property, till
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the age of five-and-twenty, all the children of the Hottentots in
his service to whow he had given in their infancy a morsel of
mweat. At the expiration ‘of this period the odds are ten to one
that the slave is not emancipated. A Ifottentot knows nothing
of his age ; “ he takes no note of time.” And:though the spi-
rit that dictated this humane ]aw expanded its beneficence in
favor of the Hottentot by directing the farmer to registcr the
birth of such children as he may inténd to make his slaves, yet
it seldom happens, removed as many of them aré to the distance
of ten or twelve days’ journey from the Drosdy, that the Iot-
tentot has an upportumty of inquiring when his servitude will
expirc ; and indeed it 1s'a chance if he thinks upon or even
knows the existence of such a resource. Should he be fortu-
nate enough to escape at the end of the period, the best part
of his lifehas been spent in a proﬁtlcss servitude, and hc is
turned adrift in the decline of life (for a Hottentot begins
to. gmwl'_pld at thirty) without any earthly thing he can call
his own, except the sheep’s skin upon his back.

'The condition. of those who engage themselves from year to
year is httﬂﬂ better than that of the other. If tbcy Liave al-
ready Fam‘i‘hes, they’ crect Jbr -them_ Ilttlﬁ straw-huts near the
fa,gm-houae .. mged to: run about
the h_m:se of the pmsant,‘ g

ki

!'m‘hd‘ g f'ﬂns alone 1s
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Thosc who are unmarried and free are somewhat better in
their situation than the others, though not much. "The piti-
ful wages they agree for are stopped upon every frivolous oc-
casion. If an ox or a sheep be missing, the Hottentot must
replace them ; nor would he be suffered to quit his service
till he has carned the value of them. An ox, or a couple of
cows, or a dozen sheep, worth forty or fifty shillings, are the
usual wages of a whole year; and it frequently lmppcns that
a bill for tobacco or brandy is brought against him to the
full amouut of them.

In such a sitvation, and under such circumstances, it may
casily he supposed that the Hottentot has little inducement
to engage in marriage. ‘Those who do so have seldom more
than two or three children ; and many of the women are bar-
ren.  This, however, 1s not the case when a Hottentot wo-
man is connected with a white man, The fruit of such an
alliance is not only in general numerous, but are beings of a
very different nature from the Hottentot, men of six feet
high and stout in proportion, and women well made, not ill-
featured, smart, and active. These people, whom the Dutch
call bastaards, generally warry with each other, or with persons
of color, but scldom with Hottentots, so that it is probable
this mixed breed i a short time will supplant that from which
they are descended in the female line. The Hottentot girls in
the service of the colonists are in situatif)ris too dependant to
darc to reject the profiered embraces of the young peasantry.

It has frequently becn observed”that a savage who dances
and sings mustybe happy. With him these operations can
¥OL. 1.' 0
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only be the effccts of pleasurable sensations floating in his
mind : in a civilized state, they are arts acquired by study,
followed by fashion, and practised at appointed times, with-
out having any reference to the passions. If dancing and
singing were the tests by which the happiness of a Hottentot
was to be tried, he would be fmmd -among the most miser-
able of all human beings ; I mean those Hottentots living
with the farmers of Graaff Reynet in a state of bondage.

It is rare to observe the muscles of his facé relaxed into a
smile. A depressed melancholy and deep gloom constantly
overspread his countenance. A Ghouaqua man and a young
Hottentot girl from Sncuwberg, both of them in the service
of one of the farmers who crossed the desert with us, were
the only two I had hitherto met with who secemed to have
any taste for music. They had different instruments; one
was a Kind of guittar with three strings stretched over a
piece of hollow wood with a long handle; it was called in
their language gabowie. 'The other inftrument was extremely
simple : it consisted of a piece of sinew or intestine twisted
into a small cord, and fastened to a hollow stick about three
feet in length, at one end to a small peg,. which, by turning,
.brings the string to the proper degree of _genslon, and at the
‘other to a piece of quill fixed into:the stick. The.toncs of
this instrument are produced by applying the. mouth to the
quill, and are varied according as the vibratory métion is
given to the quill apd string by inspiration or expiratiom.,
1t mntfs like thf; famt murmurs of -distant music that
% mmea ﬁel‘ thc mr, ; hput any‘@'amtmct note. ﬁemg
made’ wt by thnt, mgan"" his instrument was called the
gowra, 2
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Of the very few Iottentots in the district of Graaff Reynet,
who, besides our interpreter, had preserved a sort of inde-
pendance, and supported themsclves, partly by the chace,
and partly from the labors of their children who were in ser-
vitude, was a small party of four or five old men who paid
us a visit near the woods of Bruyntjes Hoogté. 'These men
carried the ancient weapons of their nation, bows, and
quivers charged with poisoned arrows. The bow was a plain
piece of wood from the guerrie bosch, which is apparently a
specics of thus; and sometimes the IHassagai wood is usced
Yor the same purpose. The string, three fect long, was com-
poscd of the fibres of the dorsal muscles of the spring-bok
twisted into a cord. The stem of an aloc furnished the
quiver. ‘I'ne arrow consisted of a reed, in onc extremity of
which was inserted a picce of highly-polished solid bone
{from the leg of an ostrlch, round, and about five inches in
length ; the intent of it seemed to be that of giving weigln,
strength, and ecasy entrance to this part of the arrow. To
the end of the bone was affixed a small sharp piece of iron of
thc form of an cquilateral triangle; and the same string of
sinews that bound this tight to the bone, served also to cou-
tain the poison between the threads and over the surface,
which was apphed in the consistence of wax or varnish.
The strmg tied in also at the same time a piece of sharp
ruill pomted towards the opposite end of the arrow, which
was not only meant to increase the difficulty of drawing it
but, but also to rankle and tear the flesh, and to bring the
p()w:m more. _lg ‘contact with the bh‘)od The whole length
of the arrow was barely two feet. There are several pl.w,tg
in South Afnca from which the Hottentots are said to ex-

o2
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tract their poisons by macerating the leaves or branclies, and
inspissating the juices, either by boiling or by exposure to
the heat of the sun; but the poison taken from the heads of
snakes, mixed with the juices of certain bulbous-motcd plants,
is what they mostly depend upon.  This party of old tnen
had killed a hartebeest with a poisoned arrow by \mundmn i
in the thigh. The animal had run about half an lLour aftcr
receiving the wound before it fell. They Jmmedlatdv» cut
away the flgsh round the wound, and squeeze out the blood
from the carcase, after which they know from expcerience that
the flesh taken into the stemach will do them no injury
though the animal was killed with a poisoned weapon.

The ancient manners and primitive character of this extra-
ordinary race of men are, no doubt, much changed since
their connection with the colonists; and the' nearer they are
found to the capital and those parts which are most inha-
bited by Europeans, the less of course they retain of them.
If at any time they composed societies governed by fixed
laws, swayed by customs, and observant of religious ceremo-
nics, many of which, as related among the fables of ancient
voyagers, and revived by some .modern travellers, arc so.
absurd and so extremely ludwmus ai to ‘create the strongest
doubts of their having ever es.zsted they have now so com-
plet&iy lost them that not a single trace remains behm@,
The name ever that has been given to this. people isa fubricy
'Hottﬂﬁtot is a word that has no place nor meaning,in
T gb ; aud they . take atuihemndves the natne §
the adaa uf *its bmag a Dutch ‘word. th;nce at ’has 1ts'
derwutwnl ot by whom it was first given, 1§ fnwe ‘not been
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able to tracc. When the country was first discovered, and
when they were spread over the southern angle of Afvica, as
an independent people, each horde had its particular name;
but that by which the collective body as a nation was dis-
tinguished, and whicl at this moment they bear among them-
selves in every part of the country, is Quaigue. From living
together in particular clans, and in later times, from mixing
with different people, the Iottentots of one district differ
very cousiderably from those of another. The part of the
country we now were in, being the last that was colonized,
was inhabited most probably by such as had retained more
of their original character than the others; and it is those
in particular to whom the following remarks are meant to

apply.

Low as they are sunk in the scale of humanity, their cha-
racter seems to have been generally much traduced and mis-
represented. It is true there are not many prepossessing
featurcs in the appearance of a Hottentot, but many amiable
and good qualities have been obscured by the ridiculous and
false accounts with which the world has been abused. ' They
arc a mild, quiet, and timid people; perfectly harmless,
honest faithful ; and, though extremely phlegmatic, they are
mzverﬂ:eless kind and affectionate to each other, and by no
means mcapable of strong attachments. A Hottentot will at
any tie share his last morscl with his companiops. They
have little of that kind of art or cumning that savages
generally -pogsess.  If accused of crimes of which they have
been guilty,’ !hcy generally at once dwulge the truth. They
seldom quarrél among themselves or make use of provokmﬂ'
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lauguagé. Though naturally of a fearful and cowardly dis-
position, they are seldom backward in undertaking adventu-
rous and dangcrous cxploits if led on by their superiors ; and
they suffer pain with-great patience. They are by no means
deficicent in talent, but they possess little exertion to call it into
action : their indolence was in fact the principal cause of their
ruin; in a Hottentot it becomes a real disease, whose only
remedy seems to be that of terror. The pains of hunger are
insufticient to effect the curc. Rather than to take the trou-
ble of pmcﬁiring food by the chace, or by digging the ground
for roots, they will cheerfully fast the whole day provided they
may be allowed to sleep. Tonstances frequently occured in
the course of our journey, when our Hottentots have passed
the day without a morsel of food, rather than give themselves
the trouble of walking half a mile to procure a shecp. Yet
patient as they are of hunger, they are at the same time the
greatest gluttons upon the face of the earth. Ten of our
Hottentots ate the whole carcase of a middling-sized ox,
except the two hind legs, in three days; but they had very
ittle sleep during the time, and had fasted the two prece ding
‘days. With them the word is to eat or to sleep. W’hcn
they cannot indulge in the gratification of the one, ﬂu,y
generally find immediate relief in the arms of the ogher.

I'heu: manner of eating ‘strongly marks the voracity'of their
ap-pww- ,Having cut from the animal a large steak, !he}
begm ‘with the knifc at one edge, and by passing it round in
a spu-dl mnuer nil they come to the middle, they Emdfwa "}
string’ nﬁmf ane, two, or thiee yards' m"length, according to
the size of the piece.“The whole animal is presently cut into
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such strings; and while some are employed in this business,
and in suspending them on the branches of the shrubbery,
others are engaged in broiling the strings coiled round and
laid upon the ashes.” As soon as the meat is just warmed
through they take it off the fire, grasp it in both hands, and
applying onc end of the string to the mouth, soon get through
a yard of flesh. " The-ashes of the green wood that adhere to
the meat scrve as a substitute for salt. When a string of
meat has paSsed thloucrh their hands, they free them of the
fat and ashes by’ xubbmg them over different parts of their
body; and the grease and dirt applied from time to
time, and which are thus suffered to accumulate in this state
perhaps for a whole year, sometimes melting by the side of a
large fire and catching up all the dust and dirt that may be
floating in the air, cover at length the surface of the body
with a thick black coating that entirely conceals the real na-
tural color of the skin. This is discoverable only on the
face and bands, which they keep somewhat cleaner than the
other parts of the body by rubbing them occasionally with
the dung of cattle, which takes up the grease, when pure
watcr would have no effect.

The dress of a Hottentot is very simple. It consists chiefly
of a helt i‘mdg of a thong cut from the skin of sothe animal.
From this bélf is suspended in front a kind of case made of
the skin of the jackal. The shapeis that of a nine-pin cut
through the middle longitudinally ; the convex and hairy
side of whxch is uppermost. 'The intention of this case is to
receivé tl E;:m-ts. &f the body for which most nations have.
a,areed in adophng some sort of covering; but few, who are
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not entircly naked, have hit upon a less eflectual plan for
such a purposc than that of the Iottentot. If the real
design of it originated in an idea of deceucy, it would scem
that he has widely missed his aim, as it is certainly one of
the most immodest objects, sitnated as he has thouwht fit to
place it, that could well have been contrwed From the
back part of the belt or girdle hangs a picce of stiff dricd
skin, reaching scarcely to the middle of the thigh, which is
cut into the shape of an acute isosceles triangle with the
point uppermost. Some wear a couple of such picces.
This contrivance as a covering is no better than the other;
for when he walks quickly or musters up a running pace, it
flics from one side to the other, and flaps thl\.“dl‘{}b and
forwards in such a manner as to conceal no particular part of
the body, which i_ndéed does not seem to have been the pur-
posc ‘exactly for which it is worn. Nature having given to
most animals a tail to fan themsclves in hot weather and to
lash away troublesome insects, and having left the IHottentot
without one, his ingenuity has contrived an artificial appen-
dage with a view to its answering the same end. T'hese
articles constitute the whole of their summer dress. A great
beau will probably fasten aTrbT&LL]Gt of beads or a rm(* of,
copper Toypd his wrist: but such trinkets are more properly”
the ornaments which belong to the other sex.

The Hottentot woinen, fond of finery like those of most na-
tions, by their immoderate rage for dress accelerated the rm@
of their husbands which thcy themselve% had brought on By
as stmng'h mge for ardent spirits and tobaccoy - ’%ﬁ two
articles, brass buttans and glass beads, were exchanged for their
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cattle—things useless, worthless, and even pernicious, for what
was their only support, the very soul of their existence.
The thongs of dried skins that had hitherto encircled their
legs from the ankle to the knee, as a protection against the
bite of poisonous animals, were now despised and thrown
away, and glass beads or copper chains were substituted in
their place. Thus what had been adopted as a matter of
necessity and prudence passed into an affair of fashion.
Their necks, arms, and legs werc loaded with glass beads :
but the largest and most splendid of these ornaments were
dbestowed upon the little apron, about seven or eight inches
wide, that hangs from the waist and rcaches barely to the
middle of the thigh. Great pains secem to be taken by the
women to decorate, and thercby draw the attention towards,
this part of their persons. Large metal buttons, shells of the
cyprica genus with the apertures outwards, glass beads of
dificrent colors, and any other articles which are shewy, are
attached to the borders of this apron. Those who either
cannot afford to wear glass beads, or who have no taste for
the fashion, wear an apron of a different sort, which has a
very;odd appearance: it is part of the skin of an animal cut
dnto threads ‘which bang like a tassel of fringe between the
_ thighé, reaching about half-way to the knee, aud leavmg the
exterior and Eaterior parts of the thlgh entirely bare. «The
thongs of such an apron arc generalli toothin and few to an-
swer the purpose of concealment. Instead of the tail which
has been. -adopted by the men, the women wear a sheep’s
skin whidh: gﬁmpletely covers the podtermr part.of the body
#rom the warsg”@ ‘the calf of thc and just wide etwagh to
skfft the exterior, pu't oi &be Ltngh The’ fattlmg of: t’hxq
YoL. 1. L
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dried skin anvounces (he approach of a Hottentot lady long
befare she makes her appearance. The rest of the body is
naked. Some, however, wear skin-caps on their heads made
up into ditlerent shzipcs, aud ornamented as caprice may
dircet.  In the winter months both sexes cover themsclves
with cloaks made of skins.

The custom of greasing the body aud wrapping it in skins
has been a coustant theme of abuse against this race of people
by most travellers who have written on the subject. There
are always two ways of representing things, and the poos
Hottentot has been unfortunate enough to have his character
painted in the very worst light. To cover the body with
some unctuous mattér-in a hot climate where water is ex-
tremely scarce, is the only and a very natural resource to
prevent the skin from being shrivelled and parched by the
scorching rays of the sun, and indeed has been the practice
of most nations situated in or near the torrid zone. The oil
that ran so profasely down ¢ Aaron’s beard even to the skirts of
his garment,” was in all probibility animal fat; for duaring
the forty years that be and Moses accupied the thoughts of
the Children of Israel in the desert with a promised land, it
is not very likely they had any means of procuring a supply
of vegetable oil ; and though some: late celebrated historical
.painters bave clothed these leaders of the Children of Israel
in high-colored garments trimmed with. fringe and lace,
it my he doubted if they had an‘y nﬂiﬂn‘ clothing than such
as the *ms of their sheep, and @alves, and goats, sypplied
them with, ‘If the practice of :smeurmg the. bmiy ‘with fat
wore adopited i South America, there would not. pmbab] y be

2
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such numbers of objects in the streets of Rio de Janeiro and
St. Salvador laboring under that most disgusting and dreadful
disorder the elephantiasis. The lottentots know nothing of
such a complaint; nor did I perceive that any kind of cu-
tancous discase was prevalent among them.

The person of a Hottentot while young is by no means void
of syminetry. They are clean-limbed, well-proportioned, and
ercct. Their hands, their feet, and all their jointsareremarkably
small. No protuberance of muscle to indicate strength, but a
body as delicately formed as that of a woman, would perhaps
to a physiognomist inark an inactive and effeminate mind. The
face is in general extremely ugly 5 but it differs very materially
in different families, particularly in the nose, being in some re-
markably flat, and in others cousiderably raised. The color
of the eyc is a decp chesnut : this organ is long and narrow,
removed by the broad base of the nose to a great distance
from each other; and the eyelids at the extremity next the
nose, instead of formiug an angle, as in Europeans, are rounded
into each other exactly like those of the Chinese, to whom
indeced in many other points they bear a physical resemblance
that is sufficicntly striking. Their cheek-bones are high and
prominent, and with the narrow-poiuted chin form nearly a
triangle. Their teeth are beautifully white. The color of
the skin is that of a ycllowish brown or a faded leaf, but very
different from the sickly hue of a person in the jaundice,
which it has been described to resemble : "many indeed are
pearly as white as Europeans. The hair is of a very singular
nature : it dqes not cover the whale surface of the scalp, bt
grows in’small tufts at cettain distances from cach other, and

when'kept short. has fhe appearance and feel of a hard shiogs
‘)
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Tt did not appear to us that the IJottentots were subject to
any particular discases. Life, it not taken away by accident
or violence, seems to be generally terminated by a gradual
decay and exhaustion of nature, which mostly takes place
at an carlier period of existence here than in other countries
of an equal temperature of climate. It is rare to meet with
a Hottentot with sixty years upon his head ; but it is also
cqually rarc to see a cripple or deformed person among them.
There are not among them any who professedly practise the
healing art ; cvery one is his own physician.  The colonists,
mndeed, in this respeet are not better provided than the Hot-
tentots. In the whole extensive district of Graaff Reynet
there is but onc apothecary, and his residence is at the Drosdy.

Medicine and astronomy are two sciences that may be sup-
posed to Lave dated their origin from the first dawn of civiliza-
tion ; by one, men were taught to restore the vital functions
that had lost their tone, and to repair the injured frame; by the
other, they informed themsclves of the different periods of
seed-time and harvest. Lifile as the Hottentots are acquainted
with the first, they are still less so with the second. They have
a name for the sun, another for the mooun, and a third for the
stars: but this scems to be the extent of their astronomical
knowledge. The division of time, as marked by the motion
of the heavenly bodies, was too subtle an operation, and re-
quircd too much observation and profouud thinking, for the
careless and inattentive mind of a Hottentot. The period
of a day may almost be said to be the extent of his reckon-
ing, and when he has occasion to refer to any particular. time
of the day, like other nations who are without machines for
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bnmll, uith thas difference, that it is curled and twisted into
smtﬂ mund lumps about the size of a marrow-fat pea. When

~ suffered to grow, it hangs in the neck in hard tw isted tassels, .
- mot lmlﬁb some kmds of fringe.

Soﬂé of the womcn when young, and previous to child-
bearing, arec so well formed that they might serve as models
of perfe non in the human figure. E\ery joint and limb is.
' ' ind their whole body is without
_an angle or dupropqﬂﬁﬁa&;, | ""mbemnce. Their breasts are
 pound, firm, and distant, but even in the formation of these
there is something pecnhar the mpplc is unusually large, and

surronnded by an areola, that, like a second nipple of larger

dimensions, is considerably elevated above the general surface
#.of the breast. Thelr'hmds and feet are remarkably small

- and delicately turned ; %d their gait is not deficient in easy
g uﬂ graceful movements. Theu- charms, however, are very
ﬁequ% At an early penod of life, and immediately after

the {;rst child, their breasts begm to grow loose and flaccid,

uud, as uld age. pppmbt, become digtended to an enormous
m% belly p@ogndes. and the posteriors, swelling out

) y,qnctedlble dmwiom give to the spine a degree ofs

Y mvard& tlu% makm it appear as if the os coc- *
“or bone at the lower extremity of the spine, was elon- «
Qeut n!'tardg, ﬁvh:éh howevg:r is not the case.

' the posteriors has been found on dis- *
Mmther sb'ikmg peculiamxcs m
ottentot will be noticed |

m to bc)ﬁcvtrue
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marking the divisions of time, he will point ount the place in
the heavens about which ‘the sun was then in his course.
The periods that have past he can express only by saying
they were before or after some memorable event. The season
of the ycar is usually indicated by being so many moons be-
fore or after uynijes {yd, or the time that the roots of the e
edulis are in season ; a time particularly noticed by him, as
these bulbs once constituted a considerable part of his vege-
table food. * Iknow not how far the numerals in his language
proceed, but none of those of our party could tell beyond
five, nor could any ol thew put two numbers together but by
the assistance of their fingers. Yet they are very far from be-
ing a stupid people. They learn the Dutch language with
great facility. They are excellent marksmen with the gun :
and they are ancommonly clever in finding out a passage over
a desert uninhabited country. Whatever track they may at
any period of their life have made, they will tread their former
footsteps over again. By the quickness of their eye they can
discover deer and other sorts of game. when very far distant :

and they are equally expert in w&’tchmg @ bee to its nest.
They no sooner hear the humming of the inscct than they
squat, themselves on the ground,: ami, having caught it with
the eye, follow it to an mm&nble distance. The organ of
sight, no doubt, is strengthsmcd and improved by exercise.
Seamen on board ships will discover ohjects at sea the mo-
mont they appear above the hmmon, and long before they
beconie visible to a pnsaengar's eye.

Except in the preparation of poisons, makmw bows an
wrrows, musical instruments, coarse carthen ware, and inscw
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ing together the skins of sheep for their winter gnrments with
sinews or the intestines of animals, the Hotteatots may be said
to be entirely ignorant of arts and manufactures. Some in-
venfron however appears to have been excrcised in the con-
struction of their language, and particularly in its articula-
tion. Of all the methods that have been adopted in lan-
guage by different nations for the purpose of expressing ob-
jects, and conveying ideas in a clear and unequivocal man-
ner, none is more extraordinary than that which has been hit
upon by the ITottentots.  Almost all their monosyllables, and
the leading syllable of compound words, are thrown out of
the mouth with a sudden retraction of the tongue from the
teeth or the palatc against one of which it had been pressed,
according to the signification of the word about to be uttered ;
for the same sound, with the dental, will have a very differ-
ent meaning with the pulatiall, retraction of the tongue. The
noise made by the dental is exactly that which is sometimes
used to express impatience or disappointment, but the pala-
tial is much more full and sonorous, and not unlike the clack-
ing of a hen that has youpg chickens.  This sound is not an
insulated movement preceding or following a syllable, but is
thrown out at the same moment of time, and incorporated
with it. Al languages in their infancy consisted probably of
simple or monosyllabic sounds; but as these, being few in
number, could convey only a very limited number of ideas,
recourse was had to inflexion of voice and composition of the
simple ‘sounds to make the vocabulary more copious. The
division of;such simple sounds into their elements, and by the
various cof&biﬁ.&ﬁ{’!'ns-bf these elements to form an almost unli-
mited" numbei'"éf{nm'gannd 8, was one of the most wonderful



