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inventi.ons in the history of mal)., and J)lucb bey.ood the genius 
ofa IIottentot. He Ita. done, bowever, all that he found to 
be nece·ssa,"] by .a very rew compound words, · and by the 
clacking with the tOlJgnc. In' the first formation of his lan
guage, IJatul'c seems to ha.ve been his guide. .The'croaking of 
a frog is easily recognized in kraak ~~ kriJail'; tl,e lowing of 
an ox in 'l1Jn08; the mewling of a cat ill meau;; ,the llcighiJlg: 
of a horse in 11OJuZ; the breaking of the ' sea upon the shol'e in 
fltlr1'oQ; all of which are correspondent words 'ill the Janguage 
of this people.. )..{a.ny instances, besi'des these, sufficiently pro\'c 
that the names of ph)'sical objects were adopted.in imitation of 
tlle sounds prooeediug from such objects as thcy Wt.:fC mcant 
to express. III the origin of their Janguage they lIlight ))£'1'

haps be stm closer imitations. The enunciatiou of sounds is 
liable to undergo many alterations iu passing fi'om Olle ge.uc
ration to another, even among nations that bave the means of 
catching the nice inflexions of voice, an.d of handing tlll'lll 

down, in a \Tisi?le ·form, to pos~erit\r. 

'rhe gt:'uius of a 1allguage is frequ~nt1y .·discoverable JI\ tlu: 
application of new "'ol'd~ to new ideas.. The Hottentots who 
had ne\'er seen· nor hCclrd the rcpo~ . ?f a .gun before their un
fortunate connection with Europ~aD·s,.· had a new word to jn~ 
,·ent· in 'Order to expre's it . .. -'rhcy ·calJed it kaboo, and 1lro
nhunced the word in so ·e~pb~tie~'manner that it was s.carc<?ly 
pussible to mi~take their tn~a~i~g. Th~ ka. is. ·ihrown ·out witb 
a ~iron~Jl!llatiul stroke .. o! the·. tong~e;'i!)i!llitati()n of the 
.ou"a '~n bylhe~troke Of.til~Aili~,~jQst thecover~f0e 
pan; 11~ :,.itll;\1tit.~ .. etched li",s'jlfulll)iooth, and J')fIJlou~d 
suuod, tl,,; , b06 . ~oo('s fortb . tbe report • . ThiS I~n~at .first 
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uppears t() he of such a uature as to make it illlpo!'i~ibic tor 
an European ever to 8Cqllil't~; the difTiculty, uowcvt'r, which 
is chiefly occasioned by the nction of the tongue, is soon 
surlllounted. 1-.fost of the Dutch peasantry in the distant 
districts speak it; and many of them are so very much ac~ 
eustomcd to the use of it, that they introduce into th,eir own 
language a motion of the organ of sJ)cech sufliciently distinct 
to shew from whence it was procured. 

Notwithstanding the inhuman treatment that the Hottentoh 
ex p~rien('e from the Du tch farmers, the Jatt~r could ill dis
pense with the assistance of the former; and, were tHey sen~ 
sible of their own interest, and the interest of their 'posterity, 
instead of oppressing, they would hold out to them every 
encouragement. '1'0 guard their numerous herds; to drive 
them from place to place in search of food and , water, some-
times on plains which produce not a shrub to screen them 
fi'olll the scol'ching rays of an almost vertical sun at one part 
o(tbe year, or to afford them u shelter from the cold winds, 
frost, and snow that happen in the other, would 11I agree 
with the trrnpcr or with the constitution of thc colonists; yet 
should tlJe present system of oppression continue, the time 
cannot be fur di!!lant when their own children must take upon 
them the charge now 'committed to Hottentots. The prit.·c of 
sla,"es is too h~gh. In tbe whole district ,of Graatr R<>ynct 
there at:e not more than six or se,'cn bUll~red lJla<'ks, or about 
one to cacho fa,~i1y; but it cont":li~ls aJ)ol1t 10,000 Hottelltots 
great and small; ·. The total \lumber ·()f this people in the 
w.hole cO\Ori:Y':lI;~y'beabol1t fifteen thollsai,d. Broken up 
.a.id tlispersed as ·l!let"rip.,soHl,i. ·"atioll no\V arc, few ~fthdr· 
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ancient usages arc retaineu among them. 1f they eler had a 
religion of any sort, all .traccs of it are now lost: dIe), marry 
witllOu't allY kind of ceremony, and inlel" their dead in the 

same manner; but they shave the head 011 t~ic death of' a. 
Chief. or near rcJ.alion. One custolll, howc\'cr, still remained, 
whieh seemed to be pretty generally observed: ~his was that 
of shaving t.he heads of young girls as sOOn as the first symp
toms of matur;ty began to appear; at the same time all tile 
orDaments ,worn on the neck, legs, and arms are ff'Olo\red,. 
and the body for once in their life clean washed and scoured; 
and, during tIle contjuuaocc of the pctiuc]ical sJmptoms" 
they are restl'icted to a milk diet, and not suffered to mjx in 
the company of men. 

On the morning of the 29th of August we left the Z"art· 
imp's rlve~, and, proceeding to the eastward about twenty 
illHes, crossed a ford of the Sunday river, and encamped upon 
its bank. At this place it was broad and deep, and without any 
perceptible current. 'l'he whole course of the river as far as 
we traced it was . buried in thick woods that extended Irom 
fifty to a hundred yards from the margin of the water UpOIl 

each bimk. The trees consisted chieily of the Karroo mi
mosa, 3.: 'species of "hus, and a .narrow-Ieafed willow. The 
weter was considerably impregnated with salt. At the feet 
of the bills, indeed, near, w·hich It flowed, were abundant 
hea·ps of a: white ..• aline sub.tallCe of a light. and frothy Datlae; 
and frGm the · under surfaaes !)f the p~jecting .trata of rotten 
saild.ston·eweresuspended a great:qiWltity of saline &taiacti.tes, 

" .. ' . . ' 

whose. bases. were. tiilged. of a greenioh coJor, perhaps frpm their 
being,jmpregnated .,rith a solu\lonof Cdppenisorgr<ieDvitrioJ. 
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On Ole hanks of this river we were disturbed in the night. 
for the first time, by a troop of elephant. that had intended to 
quench their thirst near the place where we were encamped; 
but, finding the ground already occupied, they turned quietly 
away without molesting us. The following morning we pur
sued them by the traek of their feet into an extensive 
thicket, in the depths of which several of these huge 
uJlimals made their appearance at a distance; but we were 
1I0t lucky enough, after a chace of many hours, to kill any of 
them. 

The following Jay we travelled near thirty mile's ovc'c a wild 
uilinhabited part of the country, covered chiefly with sbrubby 
plants of'the same na.ture as those that grew so abundantly. 
between Graalf lleynet and Zwart-kop's river, but in general 
tallel', and of more luxuriant growtb. We crossed in fact an 
arm of the same forest, through which a mad had been Cljt 

just wide enough to admit the waggons. .Beyond this forest 
the face of the country was bcautintlly marked with knoll. 
and dells, finely chcquer(>d with clumps of evergreen trees 
nnd patches of shrubbery. Between the swells were lev.el 
meadows co\'cred with gl"ass .of a coarse ,rushy nature. and en
riched 'w.ith copious springs of good water. In the c\'cning, 
we encamped on the Bo.ye,wnon's river, and ~he .next day pro· 
cccded easterly to the lIassagui-boscft river, whose source is 
in a small hanging forest on the declivity of the Rit:lberg. 
'I'his long range of hills began here to spread allo oi\'ioc itself 
into a <'I1unrhet' pf. inferior elevations thfll cOP'(inucd to th~ 
rastern cKtl'emily'of the. colony, where they In,;! themsel\'es ill 
lilO hi(,h banks of the 'Great Fish~rivf'r, n .. 
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On"the I-l<l~sagHi-bosch ri\'<'rstood thcscconcl hahitation that 
had occurred ill tilt' Jast three (lays' journey, and we were here 
infl)f lllC'd that. there was no other to the eashnud. The conn

try that lies between the Sunda.y rirer and the eastern limit of 
the COIOlIY, and hetweeJi ~he R ,le/bag alld the sea-coast. is 
called the ZtIll1'e Veldt, or sour grass ·plains. 1n its appear
ance it js t11c most beautiful dj"isioll "in the whole district. 
hcing well wooded and watcred~ llu\' ing a great depth of good 
wi), and a tllickcovering of grass. Till the sbault:rul rupture 
bct~'een the peasantry and the Kuffel'S, occasioned entirely by 
the injusti('c an~ tyranny of tllC former, Zuure Veldt was one 
of the bcst-pe"pli~d divisiolls in the district, but sillee that 
time it has been nearly abanuoncu. 

It now became: necess~\ry to make some arrangement fur our 
projectedjoomey into the country of the Kaffcrs. Scn'ral tCCllll1 

of oxen 'for the waggons and re lays had indeed already beell sent 
to us, accordi[}gtoappointmentJ by the Hume rs,who had also as
.sembled to the number of thirty or fprty persons, aU ("."'pectin,!.; 
to aecompanyus 00 the intended expedition. 'Vhen ltwas first 
made kl,lOW1"J to th~ two members of the council that it might 
he necelfflary' for us. to proceed into the cou'ntry of the KuU"c.'.rs, 
as far .as the res<deilce of their kjog, they immediately proposCt\ 
8S a necessary 'precatitiqn for': securjty, to take along with 
tis ,a ' p~rty of twenty a-rm'ed m~o. It w~. in vain to convin'ce 
tbem I,",ttwenty armed. men ·jn the beartof a ·coun.hy which 
could.bripg ,almost a8 ma~y d;ousaodsj"to tbe field, were no 
better def¢i'!d;tban four; .tilRi :by p\ultiplying our. nnrobe .. 
w~ sbould pf<>bi!blYl\lu1t.iplytb" ·<\anger of gjving offence; 
that th~ Ka~el'$ :"fl'Cllot to be considered -in(h6~me light 
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as the Bosjcslllans beyond the Sncuwbcrg, in expeditions 
against whom they Lad been af!custoHlcci "to join; but tllat 011 

the contrary, as tar lUi the best Rccounts eould be depended 
on, thqy were a mild, rational, and in sOUle dt'gree a civil
ized people, wllu lmd on all occasions afforded protection to 
sllch colonists tra,'clling in their coulJtry as had made ,propel' 
applications to their .soYereign tor it. The story of 'some 
Dutch fanner having been murdered ill Kaflcl'~land, where he 
had gOlle for the sake of exchanging trinkets: for cattle, had 
got hold of tht~il' minds, and it was 110 easy matter to makc
them cOlJceive the c1ificl't'lICC hctwt~cn Olll' going oHicially. in 
the sCITicc of gorcrnrnellt, to 'he Kafier king, and the case 
of a man clandestinely entering the country with a view of 
~arrJi ng on an illicit traffic with its sul~jectso From the mo
IllGllt th~se men wt.'re informed of Ollr intentions· they had 
daily tcazed the landrost with their proposal of twenly meu, 
till ut length it was found. necessary to silence their appIi,ca. 
tioll hy ~ayilJgt that jf they had any apprt;11Cllsions 3~ to their 
personal' saft~ty they were at fuU liberty to return to Graafio 

Ueynet. Though nothing more was said 011 the subject, there 
was reason to su prose .that the farmers had be-ell asse.lII,bled 
hy the Hemraaden for the purpoijc of accotDpan~ing us . To 
a Du~ch peasant a jaunt from. home, on a hunting exc\1rsipn~ 
or to e·xplore. new regions, i~ supreme felicity: but any sate 
opportt:lnity of getting into the Katfqr co·.untry, so abundant 
in cattle,. was not to be re~istedo Some of the farmers it was 
absolutcJy necessary to · take along wit.h. us, as none of o,ur 
own party: ~.ere ~qllainte.d with a , single step of the cou.otry . 

. Those tliat·:.e~ed ·to be the m~st proper for this purpose .~ere, 
an-old manfrom:Upr<:r.Zuure Veldt, aut! Rell,burg, oue of tho 
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.companions of Jacou Van Uecnen, who, a few years before 
had ·proceeded alollg the cf'slcrn coast in search of the u nfor
tunate pass('ng(~rs and crew of the Gros\'enor Illdiaman that 
,vas wrcdu'd on .the shore of the liamboonas. This at least 
was the ostensibJe obicct of that journey. 

Rensburg was 011 many a~counts n desjrable companion on 
the prE-sent occas.ion . . He was well acquainted with the coun
try: llc was an ··e~ce1lent rnarksmal~; and he was accolllpa
nied .by an · old Hottentot Ihat was still better; from thi , 
man ' he . genorally Tf'ckoned upon a beast for crery ball. 
Two or three others ,juined us in the evening :1t the place 
of our encHlllpmellt, .under pretence of lookillg after the 
oxen which they -had furu,ished for drawing the waggons; 
and the first nj'ght that we passed in Kaffcr~land, the nUlIl· 

bel' .of peasants, that ha'd co~tfived to smuggle themsch'cs 
into that co.un~y, amounted to ten. 

We had not travelled many m!!os beyond the Hassagai. 
bosch river till the appearance of the whole surface of the 
country .;n . flames indicated .our app~oach to some of t.he 
Malion. of tbe KaBe .. , We. pitched our tenls in fact at 
nigM on the ·banks of the · Karetlw" ·""'idst several hundreds 
o.f ~ese people~ wl~o, ':(,,n. ~ur '~rlv~~ing, came swarming out 
of the. thick shruhbery .tliat skirted the river, A pariy of. 
\Vomen·· ~re th.e fil'st who. -advanC'f;d to: salu~~"' us, laughing. 
and dancing, r'1urid the ·. waggons, · ~lJ<\putting nn all the 

cOI>"ingm"ll~ra " tb!'YCQulc:\j~:!,~(with a view 9f. pro
curing". from ' us .:~me ... tob~~o , tujd brass, buttofl'!, .. t:>ood 

! .' , .. !. '.. . . ." • 

bllmoll1',· ilnimafiQui ,and ... ... ~licCrfol turD of .mil11l.· ... b:<i!UllCd 
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congpicuously in all t.heir countenances. They a.ppeared 
to us to be modest without rese1'\'e; extremely CUriOUS 

without being trouhlesome; li\'ely but not impudent; and 
sporti"e 'without the least shadow of Jasci\'iouslJess. Theil' 
personal charms, it is tru£', were not of n ycry captivating 
nature, though, getting ovcr the prcjudice of co"lor, , ... ·hich 
was that of a dark glossy brown verging on black, sc\'cml 
or them might be accoUlitcd as lIan<1solllc. The rapid move
ment of their dark sparkling ('yes guvP. animation to tlieir 
countenances; tllci .. teeth were beautifully white aml re
gular; they had neither the thick lips nor the riat noses of 
African negroes; and the whole cuntour of tht: lace and 
]lcad was equally well formed -as that of EUl'opeans. But 
the most striking feature "in their charact.er was a (legree of 
sprighlliness, acth'ity, and ViYllcity , that distinguished them 
frol11 the womcu of most nations that arc but little advanced 
in civilization, and who nrc generally reservcd to !itrungers. 
llol1(lcring upon the country of the Hottt'ntots, their manners, 
tlu .. :ir persons, and· their whole character, seemed to ~c as 
widely removed from this phlegmatic race ~lS the equatol' is 
from the pole. 11he Hottentot young women had much the 
advantage, ho\'Vever, of the KatTers ill p,?int of figure. The 
latter . were mostly of low stature, vcry strong~Hmbed, and 
porticttIarly muscular ill the leg; but the 'good humor that 
constantly ·beamed uI)On th,r,ir countenances made ample 
amend. for any defect in their personal accompli.hments. 

The meri/ ,.oil tbe contrary, were· the . finest ·figures I ever 
behdd:' th,ej'''e!1i taU, 'robust, and muscular; t~cir habits of 
life l>ad indueed, a: JlwlIleSfl 'of carriage, and an open, manly 

. ., ' . . 
1I 
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licmcanor, whieh t added to the good nature that ()\'el-sp reud " 
their "features, shewed thcU1 at ouce to be ~q':laJ)y uncon
scious of fear, suspicion, aml treachery. A yo'Ung man about 
tU'('lIiy, of six feet t en inches high, was oqe of the linest 
figures that perhap!; was ever · created" He wa:s a .perfect 
Hercules; and a cast from his body WQu.ld not ha\'c dis
.~rac('d the pedestal of tbat deity in the, FarnC'se palace. 
]\:laI1Y of them, 'had indeed" Yf;:ry much the appearance of ., .. 
bron~e .. ,pgures~' ' Theil' skip, which was Ilcarly hlack, (l1Id 
tbcir'.sBbrt curhng 113ir, werc rubbed over ''''itl, a solutioll of 
Ted o~hre, and the tint it produc("d on the clark g lt)und was 
very far hom ha,~j ng nny disagreeable rHC.~ct. SOIl)e few 
were c.overed with skin-cloaks, but the greater part \",ere 
entirely ·llik~d. ' 1'~c womell wore long cloaks that ('xtclHicd 
bc10w the ~ai( of th~ icg,; and' their heads were: covered with 
leather-caps ornamented with beads, wilh shdls, and wilh 
pi~~' of 'polislled c.opp~r and iron, that Wf're disposed in a 
'variety ~f fOI'ms; but the fashion of the cap was m~arly the 
same in alJ. 

'We"distrih.uted a quanti,1y of tobacco' among tllc wo01('n, 
who 'carried, i1i as a ' wclc~e ',preSent- ,.to 'their fathers and 

. hJl.~ban·da," who had !lot ' prove~d ~'uc~' "slicccssful pleaders a~ 
'·;tb.ti, . .f~lliales. · :"In 'th~ ',e,vel'll'ng ' tbey se'nt us , in retu.rn some 
b'"Sk<its of rniIk.Tlros';basket. · ;'erc made from a species 
of cypi~,: ,: . stt'oogreed.v. gt;'~s · tli,;t gl:,,';" j"l!.c springs 
. ofZtiu'~'Y'J.j,i ·· ·· "hc . worli;~~~ip ';w'a.s :~;~e~dingly c1ever . 
• ndnC~f,, ~ ;W.·.l:<'xiu;ei~ .~i9,~e~;tli;'t ·ti\ey . wer~ ~~blc 
or· ~n~,~!~~~~:. ·~~*<~Nti~'~~:i;~~.~'::';' :~;C women :~~"~~?~~' ' ~s 
",~t mil :.lllakmg·Qftl"",e\ :t)a.keto · Iva. une, U.rti··c;f · thelf 
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employment; and they seemed f,(; fct'l a pleasure it) our 
admiration of them. Thf')' were all ne~r1y made uftCI' 

one model, which in shape was that of a common beebive. 
}\s the)' arc never washed nor deaned, the milk thrown 
into them almost immediat.ely coagulates, j(] which state 
it is always used by this people, and never pure and sweet 
<IS taken from the animal. l\'Ir. Vaillant's assertion of their 
washing their milk-baskets Wilh urine, in order to make it 
speedily coagulate, is wholly without foundation, and may 
he reckoned as one of those happy inventions of his brilliant 
falley which are profusely scattered through t.he pages of his 
entertaining book. lJaving no bread, nor vegetables, . 110r 

roots, but such as groW' spontaneously in tlJe country. and 
seldom killing allY of their cattle for the sake of the flesh~ 
the necessity of taking something solid into the stomach. led 
them, perl lapS, to adopt this manner of drinking t.heir milk; and 
the best proof of its nutritious quality, in stich a sta.te, wa~ 
the general healthy appearance and vigor of their persons. 

Towards the setting of the sun the whole plain was co\'cred 
with catt.1e, which in "ast herds were b,'ought in from every 
(Juarter at the signal of command, given by a particula,r ·kind 
of whistling noise made with the mouth; at another whistle 
the milch-cows separated from the berd J and came forward to 
ha\'c their milk drawn trom them. 'l'his operation, and the 
management of the .dairy, form a part of the employment of 
the men. .In the morning a different kind of whistle sen.t 
them out to · gr"zc. 111 fact the Kalfers and their cattle 
seemeu perfectly to understand each other. 

n 
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Though at this place t.hel'e could not be fewer lIlan three 
hundred Illen and women) cxclus,i\'c uf a lI11merous troup of . 
young bOJs rind g irls who were ordered by their parent~ 
to k{'{'p at It <listi.1I1ce; Jet not a but of any kind was to 
be sct.m. Their dwellings were all concealed i~ . the midst of 
the slll'ubbery, consisting only of a fe w Jiving twigs, whose 
tops were bent and illte.r~vU\'cn illto each other, fo rming a 
frame, of the shape of a parabola, about five fc( ~ t high . and 
eight in diameter. These frames were l'lldcl'y co\'ned over 
,\·ith branches of trees and long gri.lSS, and were c\·idcutly. 
intended only as tcmporary abo<1e~. 

A chief of the name of Toole!! paid us a, visit, drank a few 
glasses of wine whiclJ IlC ,seemed ,'cry much to relish, Hlill 
leeeh'cd a small present of beads and tobacco; but the 
(jhj~ct tbat seemed most to engage his attention was (lie 

. wis~ to. pro~ure for lfill'lsclf a pair of breeches. A lIlung 
our party were a few tolerable stout and tall IDen, yet none 
ttf their breeches would admit of Tooley's thighs. He was a 
strong muscular man, of six feet in height, and remarkably 
well made. He ' was good-humored and cheerful, uut did 
!lot appear to be possessed of much intellect. He de~lilled 
entering into any conversation that Jed to the purport of our 
journ~Y" and said that his brother Mal/oo, who was one of 
i)ieJlrst oCthe Kaffer chiefs, ,wollid talk to us on that subject. 
:A'o express was therefore sent for Malloo, who was at a little 
distance'"" , the >q>per' part of tl.e ,river. <It was not long 'be
foreheDlllll~ 'lri' appearance,foUowed b; & third cbief of the 
name' of EIiIIM: ,'. ' 

. .. . ." , 
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In n com'crsation with these chjcf~, tIley were :t"Lcd 
,,'bcther they were lIot ucquaintcd wilh the trl~at.Y that 
had bcc~ made a long time ago hCln'cen the Chris tians 
nnd _ Kaflcrs, a.nd rene wed at the conclus ion of the l<ttc 

hostilities, which treaty had fixed the Great .Fish rirer 
as the line of dema'rcat.ioll betweell the two nations? Alal
luo, who spoke for the rest, re plied, lIlat 111cy knew it 
" cry well. If so, it was <lcmanded why th~y Ilad iufringed 
that treat)' by passing the said riH:r and taking posses
sion of the country belonging to the colonistM, to the great 
injury of the latter, who had been obligecl to qui t their 
11ahita tions r )\.{alloo replied ill a manner tJlat shewed he 
was prepared to answer-that there were no habitations 
in 1hat part of tllC country where they had fixed therriseh'es; 
alld as to tlH-'ir moti ve for passing tbe boundary, he could 
only say~ for his own part·, that he had comc over for oue of 
the rcasolls tha t had carried tllc co]onistsjirst after the treaty 
into thc Kafier country, which was tha.t of hunting fOL" 

gatu<-:. 

"Vllat this cLicf slated in his reply was perfectly con"cct. 
The Dutch peasantry have not oniy gone into the Kaffer 
country si nce the Jear "1795, to hunt for .the larger sort 
of game, paI:licularly the hippopotamus, which abolluds in 
all the great rivers of that ('(IuLllr)" but a1l those who 
dwell ncar the extremity of the colony, near the Great 
Fish river, hare always u~cd, and !olill continue to consider, 
the KatTer side of the river as their own, have sown, and 
planted, and driven oyer their cattle to graze. ·Some of· the 
iuhabitants of Bl'ltyntje"! Iloogtt: had c\'cn gone a~ong~t the 

R 2 
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Gho1Joquas, a trihe of peopl{' produced bel ween Ra.ffel's and 
Hottcntot~, hut living under the fonHcl'; had taken posses
sion of the choicest part of their conntry, well watered by two 
plelltiful ~trca1ll~, the Kat nnd the Kaalma; had laid out the 
ext('nt of ground that each meant to OCl'UP), i 1)lanted vines and 
otherfruits ; and, making tllem~e"'cs certain that tllC ayaricious 
alld unjust \' iCW5 of the government would keep equal pace with 
their own, joi~ed by t\\'ent.y or thirty names that they con
trived to llluster frum different paris of the colony, they had 
the audacity t.o petition Sir James Craig to grunt them, as 
an "indemnification for their Josses b.y thn ]losjesman!:l and the 
Kaffcrs, a small piece of ground on the Kaapll<l; and that 
it would still further oblige thcm if he could extclld it. to the 
Kat river. This small pir.cc of ground is only ahout C.vc·and
forty miles beyond the present boundary. The d<lrill~ ano 
impudent falsehoods on wlli<:h the letter was grounded wt'rc 
easily 5een through hy Sir James Craig, and thcir petitio!) 
was ,'ery properly rejected. The eyes, In fact, of Ihe culo
ni$ts bare long been directed towards the two rivers, the 
Kat and the Kaapna. A native voyagt'r in this counlry, 
whose mind seemed only to be occupied in hunting clcph:lOts, 
"hooting sea-cows, and collecting gold dust, couhl not pass 
without noticing this parl of Kafff;!r-land. In a journal, 
.. hich ha.. been published by Captain Rio, it is observed: 
,', We came to a vast plain ext·ending as far as a river callc~ 
" Kaapna, or fine meadows, which ~ame it ~jghly merits 
U from itS. · d~)jghtful situatioD . . The wholo country is jd"h~r. 
u. sec.ted· with.::. 1."'-ivulets eapM.ble of overflowing the Rtljacent 

" meado~s,. a~~ : p()SResses .every requisite for becoming a 
" ·most (~e~d; ·~nd ,charming settlement." ~uc.h ~ de.Scrip-

" -



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

tion was sufficif'ut to send a DUlch farmer as far as the 
Tambookies, if he could only ue persuaded there woul,} 

be no personal danger. Such are the views of those peopl(', 
who ha\'c neither sense of honor, regard for truth, or feelings 
of justice or humanity to Jircct their proceedings. 

The chiefs were told, that if some few of tbe colonists had 
been so imprudent as to transgress the treaty, they bad done 
it contrary t.o the express ol'dcrs,alld without the knowledge, · 
of government: that the colouy was now in . the possession of 
a great and. powerful sovereign;" the king of .Englund: that 
one of his first chiefs had deputed us to say, lila1 the es(a~ 
blished boundary should be obscn"ccl on the part of the 
colonists; but he expected also that. all those chiefs, who 
lmd spread themselves over tIle country of the colonists, 
with their families, aun dependant.s, and cattle, would, 

witllout any further deJay, quietly alld peaceably return 
into their own coulltry; and, as a proof of the good intentions 
and friendship of the English government towards the 
Kafier natiulI, we were now on our journey to their great 
(·hid~ or king GaiA-a, carrying for him a present from the 
English governor nt tlJC Cape. 

On hearing this, the KatI"er chiefs wfre apparently uneasy; 
and it was ~oon discovered that they not only were 011 bad 
tcn~s with the king. but that they had been obliged to fly 
therr country in order to avoid tbe effects of his displeasure. 
'riley now ~gan to change their former tonc, and to entreat' 
. that an intcrtt'ssion ~hol1ld. be made for them with their king, 
Ioind rr3.Ve 8. promise. On conditi,oU ·of a· me5SCllgcr of peace , 
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being scnt to thclll t immediately to return into their OWII 

country. Such a messenger is known hy this people from 
his laying his lIassagni or spear on the gl"Oulld at the distance 
of two hundred paces from those to whom he is sent, and by 
advancing from tlit'lll'c with extended arms. Being assured 
that every attempt to bring .about an amieablc aJjustment 
between the king and the fugitive cllicfs would be tried, and 

that from the apparent willingness, on their part, to a rccolI~ 
ciliation, there could he .Jittlc doubt of succes~, they rc~ 

ccived each a small pre!:icnt, consisting of tobacco, kujv('s. 
flints, and steels, timler-boxes, and a f( :w gla ~s beads. 
These are t.he sort of articles which the Dulch iillll}('r~ iJay (: 
been in the habit of exchanging for tilt·ir "aJuable brccJ of 
cattle. 

The three chiefs 'were all stout, well-formed men; but 
Etonic in particular might be accounted hau<i5uIIIl!: he h:ltl 
a lively pleasing countenance, that always wore a ~lIlile, his 
eyes were vivid and active, his teeth were wllitc as lhc 
purest jl'ory, and his nose was not in the least flattl'll (,;u, 
but exactly of the same form as that of the Eurpprall. 

In their dress they had nothiJlg particular to uisl-illguish 
. them from those they commanded, t except a slender brass 

cbain which hung susBended on the left side, from a wreath 
ofsmall polished copper beads that encircled the upper part 
of the ·bead~ They wore iong ·doak~· of calves' skins, which, 
being weU stretched and dressed, were ·very light ano pliant. 
Broad ring. iin.ory, ellt oulof the solid tusk of tbe elephant, 
werewom Dp<>n the left arm, abo.ve the elbOlv. .Bra~.elets of 

.:opper and of ';~on.urrol1ndcd their wrists, and rings of ,these 
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metals were also worn all the lege; abo\'c the ankles. Cla~s 
beads surrouudcd tlll' ir .n~cI;. s ; und many of the men had 
porcnpine quills stud.: through the ear. Some few had a 
pail' of the wings of the Nnmidi<J1l crane fastened one 011 
each side of the head Gy a leather thong: and others had 
cows' lails hOUlld to the leg a little helow the knee. 

Neither had the wives of the chiefs allY dist.inction of dress 
from t.he rest of the women. TLcy all wore caps, ' made of , 
~ kin s , sltting close to t.he llcaJ, <1:110 hanging b(:hind, and down 

e:1<'h side, in long divided flaps. Each seemed to have uecow 
rated their dress, wit.hout any fixed order, as caprice had sug-
geslcd, or as tlleir circnmstances would a llow. Small .beads 
of C[lppCr, rings o r iron, h r~uss buttons, old "nee-buckles. or 
whatsoC\'Cf mctallic material had fallen into ' It.eir hal1<1~, 
fOllnd a. plllce on !;otne part of their dl't'~8. Some had a brass 
button stuck iu one car, alld in the other a string of glass 
bt.'au~ Of a shell. They had 110 change of habit, but each 
carried he.r whole wanJrobc auout ht'r pt~rson . SOP1C had 
not fe wer than fifty different string~ of ne<.:klaccs about the 
neck; a number of rings round their legs and arms of 
copper and iroD; and on their calf-skin cloaks were stitched 
sever eLl rows, from top t9 bottom, of old buttons, .as various 
in shape, size, and fashion, as a button~lOaker's card. Some 
lmd lestooos of small cYI'I"",a sbells rOllnd their caps; others 
had ':mado them into bracelet.. and necklac,es. Suspended 
from tbe neck most of them calTied the .hell of a small land 
tortoise. (tbe te.#ttdo pusi/la.) wbich b~ld a quantity of red 
or-hre. and a thin piece of leather to rub it upon tbeir faces. 
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The young boys were perfectly naked; and the only orna
me nt about them was a small tuft of the long white hair from 
the rump of the springbok, which was stuck upon the crown 

of the head. 

On the second of September we ,kirlcd thc hanks of the 
Kareeka, towards the sca.shorc, perpetually passing thl'ou~h 
multitudes of Kaffen; a nd their herds of cattle. or the tatter 
the collected opinion of the party was, that there could 110 t 

have" been fewer seen, ill the course of this flay 's journey, 
than fhe t.llOusaud head . Among thc .. c were oxen of rcm:uk
-able size and strengt.h, "ast nUQlbers of cows, in general 
much larger and handsomer than those of the c olo ll), . sOUle 

. of them not unlike the Aldemcy cow; others WiTe without 
horns, small and stroug, resemblillg the black car,tIc that 
.come down from the IIighlands 'of Scotland . The horns of 
the large oxen were twisted with great pains into a ,'ariety of 
.shapes. "rhe points of some were brought to meet under the 
neck; others were drawn into straight lines projecting hori
Eontally frouil each side of the head; some had one horn 
:pointed directly into .the air, and the other to the ground; 
.and othe~, rising par~lHe1 from their bases, had tht:ir ,.points 
..turned baok. ,vhich ,gave thew , the appearance of huge 
.n!elopes. Some had I"~ge circ<llar pieces cut out of the 
dewl~p . ; .otbers '~ad this ".;part ~ut into' strings,. and hanging 

'int,\&!lels. Nut' ,,. sbeep nor ,goat were to he seeD. The 
i\:~:iD t:,.et. never breed any 'o£these ,animals. ' Dogs in in
:n".bIe q:,!",iltities.I,Iiade tbei"!'I'I",.rance, hut.o miserably 
p.,pr thati:(:w!'¥ l'oinCul .to: "I00k at , them. Tbeyseemcd 
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to L(.~ a small kind of cur. They had no horses:. Dogs: (lud 
t:atllc were the only animals they possessed. 

A rising eminence between the l~o!'j(;'sman and Karccka 
.ril'crs; w]licll at this place w(~rc not \'cr)' djst~lllt, commanded 
a beautiful view of the surr()unding count.ry, and a great ex
tent of Sl'a·coast. From titl' sC elevated plams a su(ldcn de
pression of the earth dcscclIlb lonard'S the Sl;a-shore, and par ... 
ticularly between the mouths of' the two abore-mentioned " 
rivers. The ground has beft' been J'ent and t.orn into vast 
chasms, separated by high ridges of rude anJ massy rock. 
The glens were choakeJ up with thick, tall shrubbery, and 
tile smaller kind s of the trces of the country., These wild 
nIH} (Jismal. dells, of lUany miles in extent, were considered 
by Hdlshcrg, the persoll before mentioned, as the nursery of 
clcplLants, wilerl', he asserted, he had once seen in. one troop 
bctween four and fi\'C hundred of these enormous brutes, 
scouring the plains, and making for the forests . 

. Several of the persons wiih me pretended to bayc bef!!neye
witnesses to the manner in. which elephants . perfor1l?'ed the 
connubial rites .; and they im'ariably asserted that.. agreeably 
to the old . accredited story, the female went dq\vn on her 
knees to receive th~ male, which, however, . is not · ·the fact. 
The manner in which t~is . huge animal contri\.'.Od . to propa
gate the species i. a subject that has longengage.dthe c1oset
naturalists of Europe, and· \vhich . bas prouuced ·m~ny strange 
opiuions,ancl hypotheses. Some· imagined that, notwjthstand
,ing the 'grossnes'-of the body, . the feclings of'this animal 
· .... erc so delicate, and·otbers,that it. seIlS<) of slavery ,was AO 

. ' • 
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powerf~l, that shame in the ona, instance, and indignation i~ 
the other, were impedlments to the ir indulging, in a domesti
<lilted state, in thQ gratifications of love. Such-like hypothe
ses, founded Qn. false suggestions of travclleci, have of lat~ 
been most completely set .,aside by facts performed in the 
presence of many hundred spectators. Sever.l English gen
tlemen, r.esident ill. the interior parts of India, have bred ele
phants. In a Jetter from one of these gentlemen to his fcicud , 
datCd Tipperah, J ulyl1, 1793, and no" published, the whole 

. ~i . ' " '. 

,process' of cQurtship, consummation, and time of gestation,. 
a:fe minutely -slated. Front this le tter the fol/owi'ng arc points 
"that appear to be most unquestionably ascertained . 

. First: That-tame elephants will procreate in their domestic 
state,-.aoc:i:. perfarm the act of love without shame, and with
out -{feting an;)' seuse of delicacy beyond other brute animals . 
.. , ': .. ; .. : 

. Sccpndly : Tbat the period of gestation is about tweuty~ 
one~ntb •. 

. ; ~ .. . 
.... ":.:- .. " .. 

Tbi~I.Y. : That they. COpUlate .mvanaDlY in the same man
Ilet as" ~::horae: with a .mare, but with much less vigor. And, 
. . ... y)~~:::".... .' . 

: . ;:.l!'~~,. 'I.',Il&Hhe t;,niaie. w,i!hgain receive the male in five 
· .. ·'·,,·, '· '·'·l;·' ure dU .' " , . , 

or .~:,~=' " ,r;; e ~ery; 
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t'cry short, the marks of exuberant imagilJ r:.!iutl ')lrl)n~11'y ap
peared. He jntitlc~ it l'clion and Ossa. 

U As in Jove's war. by rebel gi.tnts pil'd. 
u Enormous Pdion towcr'd on Ossa wild, 

U Bl'hndlJ" thus, the Pelion of our wood, 
" On slct!k P.',wru . broad as Ossa. stood;' ~,. 

Tile gigantic elephant is a harmless animal in comparison to 
the lion, the leopard, woh'es, and by:'cllas, and other beasi~ of 
prey with which this wile! and rugged part of the country 
ubounds; and these even arc much Jess dreaded than a nest 
of the most atrocious villains that ever djsgracc~1 and "dis .. 
turhed society, which these thickets conceal. 'fhe gang coo
sjst~, of sc\'cn or ci~hl Dutc.h peasants, ancl a body of armed 
l1ottt'!llols which they retain in their service. They have no 
fixed hahitation, but roye ahout from place to place in the 
wooJ~. They li\"c by the plunder taken frum the Dcigh~ 

houring peasantry, and from unfortunate sufferers by ship
wrt~(; k, which frequently happells 011 thil') wild coast. They 
are nil outlaws _; awl rcward~ have been offered hy govern~ 
ment for tnking them dead or aJi,'e; hut the peasantry are so 
much afraid of them that none dare approach the place. 
TJlis gang is supposed to be ~Iltimntcly connected with the 
cmignlllt Kaffers, and to have instigated them to continue 
their abode in tlw colony. 

On the mOT(1ing of t.he third of September, 35 we were pre:
p3.ring h) p,:oceed, 've hud a visit from the f()lIr chief's, Tatchoo, 

;,.Commu, Yaloosa, and FJamboo7lo, ha,·ing each with him a detach
ment of llis vassals';'", :· ~rheJ at once confesseo their fears of re'" 

s g, 
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nsccnt·~· w:.l.m.:n wa!'; n~:.rr a in'ile ~.1~.',~~~J~.:,;;.~pt; ~v:as . unable to 

he lllOV.c;"tl a step higller. After ' all 11011r':i ti"~ali(bruiSing and 
fatjO"uing the oxen to JlO , P.~~4>()SCt ,~hcJ:,hid , re'cuursc to t.he 

o "' " ,. "1 "i ' ,_, 

method that· ovght in the fits.t :·4nS~Jk{,(.: tn ba.~hbee~ 'auoptct\. 
Tlle reserved " ~xel~ '\'(~re .,,'y~\._~~ - , bcfq~, ~~Ie otiJcrs,.:~~n~. tll.U51 

bY ,doub!e teams, the waggon~, :wprt\a~ "las.t'· drawn o~.t J)f this 
hortible· : c~asm; : -90t., howcv~i'~itliout prodncing an jns~a:nl'e 
of.bmtality alld:,y,uelty · th.t'~iI1 <caredy he .1ip~~dt" 
exist itl it COUDtfj' ', that" htis -nny'.: pn:~tension s fo dvilj'~\tjQu . 
" llIi}e tlJC ponr animals Wl'Te s tr~}Ggling amI tealil~g .on their 
kllccs~ and .l:xcrting their !'trcllgth ,tq:;llw utmost to. drau' up 
the waga;o ll ; , the o~\' n ('f of olle ' Jt}he h~aids,"' enTaged at ' their 

.. " '.. ' "'?' ~ .:\ ". , . 
want of sU('C('SS, d'rew ol1 e :'vf its caSe ,adarge ' ~h)Oked" kl1'~fc 

\ri th a ... lmrp point, and fixing 011 oIl6"of tllAe ox~~ for 'tllf~ ob~ 
jcct 011 wliit'h he might gi\" c ,'Cll t to his~f~';'y, cnt him ,vith SC~ 
n .: ral ga slH's across the rins, ill the flank, and iu the tk ... hv . . . ~ 

part of \h l~ thigh, some of them from "s\x .. to sC\'elllnchcs IUllg-, 

and ::;0 dcep t.hat when the anima.l ·walked they op,fl1ccI two 

inc ht"i ill width. The si ze of' the WOlilltiS is nO.t mbi~~i()q.t>d 

loo!'t' !y f(lr the ~akc of exag,~e r:ltiol1 , but is given ' fro,~ act~al 
lIH.'a!' tII'CI1l('nt. Tile ri IJs were lit.eraHyJajd hare; a~ld·· tf;te bt'ood 
ran down ill streallls ; yet ill this cOlltiition theVO()l~ beastf:"as 
ohligc j ' to tlraw ill the waggoll fur the spa~~ '&{;',~~ hours, 
alter lun·jng rece ived such brutal tl~C'atl1lent; , 1l)' li.v.%f the 
fr:l ~ hcs a . large piece · of fl esh was vcry . Df,mrly'" t~'k~J1 out 
o , '" ' .. "', ... , ' . 
of the thick part of the tliigll: alJd had it"liij")~.~.i{for the ir--: 
ritablc state , ~r mind into which the sa\'age couduct,."o( tb~ 
Icllow h~ thrown rue , hut more particularly k st it ,sho~~d 

:W.c lll tv give a kindpf ("ouulcnance to his hrUlality, J stlould 
11il,·e asked hini ' to hare ' cut 'it cl'llir('lr out, HS il could . . 
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not materially ha\'c cncreascd the pain to the beast; not for 
the sale of p rO\·j llg the delicacy of an Abyssinian b('cf-~tcak, 
q uivering \l'il~, litC, hut tu lJave obscrn:-d the progress of the 
\touud . I n three or four oays the ga:-;hl's were skinncJ OYer, 

and appeared to gi\·c the animal little uneasiness) but the ci
calri ces would always remain; and f!'OlU t.l)('~c sort ofscilr~ 011 
the hodies of matH' of the oxen, it. is to be 1can~d t.hat cUltirw 

" ~ 

is a. practice but too common among them, 1I0l\\'it!.stalldillg 

that 1110st of the peasantry or tbe party SCl'fllCtilo be shocked 
at it. This wns the second instance of the kiud that J had 
occasion to witness in !lIe ('Qurse of this tour ; tIll' otl~fT wr;,," 

perhaps tlte Iliore crud, as it was cx(" rc iscd 011 parts of I,he 

hotly more s ll ~c('pl ihlc of" pain. IlHIlH·ly. the J1o~e and lh,~ 

tongue, In tile lalttr instance the 'lIlilHal hl'lloweJ llHlst 

hidt'ously, hurst from the yok{~, alld plungi ng into the thick
ets, rna.d(~ his · escape. E\'en in the ll('ighho urllo()(1 or the 

Cape, where, frolll a more extended civilization, O IW would 

expect a greater degree or humanity. !-ic\'cral atrocious act-; (II' 
the kind are notoriolls. One orlhe inhahilnnts, hcttcr known 
fi,otn his wealth aud hi s viligari ty than from an)' good quality 
he possesses, boasts t.hat he can at any lime start his te1lIH 

011 a full gallop h)' whetting hi~ knife olll)' Oil the side of 11 11: 
waggon. In exhibiting this masterly cxperilll(,lIt, tl!c effect 
of a long and constant perse"erance in Lrutallty, to some or 
his 1Hcllfls, the wagg.Q1l was o"crturIl<.'d, and one of the eorn~ 
pany, unluckily unt the proprietor, had his I(~g broken. ]Jot· 
ten tot's HolJalld's kloof, a steep pa ss over the first range of 

mountains beyond tllc promolltory of thc Cape, has been the 
scone of' lIlany an illstance of this sort of cruelty. 1 hayc . 
heard a ft.,Uow " boast tbat, after cutting and slashing one of " 
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his oxen in this kloof, till an cntiye picce of a foot sql1aH~ dill 

not remain ill the whole hide, hc stabbed him to the heart; 
and the same person is said, at another time, to have kindled 
a fire under the belly of Hn ox, because it could not draw the 
waggou up the same klnof. 

If, inderd, after lashing these poor creatures with an 
enormous wllip, the plileglll of a Dulc1l hoor so tar gets the het
tcr of his passion, on st.·eing that his beast is eomplcte1y 
cxham,lcd, tbat lIlsteail of drawing his knifl" or kindling a 
fire uud t'l" ill its belly, Ilc tlllyokes it, the chances arc still tell 

to one the animal nc\'cr ris(,s more. The moment it is left 

alone a flock of the Egyptian \'u )tures, and the still more 
yoracions vullurinc c.rows, arc sure to tear it in pieces, making 
it undergo a most cruel ano l)rotractcu d(.'ath. 1 saw an instance 
of this kind that was really shucking to the feelings of huma· 
nity. 011 the only great and public road, leading from Cape 
Towll towards Rondcbosch, a road that .at least a thousand 
people, or Olle llescriptiol1 ur another, pass ill the course of 
the day, r. l)hsl'fvCO au ox lying, in the midst of tlJC way, 
:md within two miles oCtIle town, with 1'<:).rt oftlie bowels torn 
out of' the belly. The third day after this I passed the same 
way, and the ox was still alive with its head erect, and the 
bowels lying on the ground beside it; and thus it might have 
Jain to linger away with pain and hunger, perhaps as many 
€lays more, had I not requested the chief officer of the police 
to send a person and dispatch it. The habitude which the 

, people of this colony necessarily acquire in -witnessing in
~~ta.IlCES of cruelty on human as wei) as brute creatures, can
not fail to produce a tendency to hardness of heart, aud to 
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stHie feelino-s of tcudcrness and benm'olence. In fact tLe 
~ 

rigour of jUisticc is rarely softened witII the balm of mercy. 
AU criminals, condemned to suffer the punishmeut of uealh, 
arc afterwards hung in chains dose to the public rond, to bu 
eatcn by the crows and. vultures . . And, under the old govcrn~ 
meut, when a sIan~ had been guilty .of murdering a colonist, 
implacable raneoul', not satisfied with putting in prac tice 
c\"ery species of torture that malignant and diaholical inge
nuity could invent, as long as any signs of life remained in 
the criminal, sentenced him to be lorn Jimb from limb, and 
the se\'eral parts to be hung upon post., erected fur the pur
pose in the most puhljcparts of the high road. MallY of 
!Such posts still remain, rather as deplorabJe memorials of 
what vindictive malice could in,rent, than as examples for 
preventing similar crimes. 

As it was our intention to examine the mouth of the Great 
'Fis}) fiver, the boundary of the colony to the eastward, it was 
thought adv~sable to sen (~ forward, in the mean time, two inter
preters to ' the Kaffer king,.c,arrying-!,with them a SIll all present 
it}' the nanle of the' go\'erqor of :the Cape, in order to obtain 
permission, as embassador! from "the f;aid governor, to enter his 
territories, ~od to ·, . . '. '. . . -to ··him. By this step we 

~ere no.t 9n1i:-more his protec;tioo, but it wouJd 
also,sbew 'hi';' th"tth~ , witl. them in,the tiDle of 
the' 'g~"erll9r Van ,n the year,1793, 
W,$i ' tJ!,ld i.cr~d by the The Jist.,lce 
fromtb\O,pl.i:e wbere;"o ' his resid",,';';;,:;'as 
calculilt~tc.:oeaj("i~i1ry ' the eigl1th ,# i'iherc'" 
i'ore ..vii. fix;.,a~fQr Ole ' tomc~t~;il!c, j(:tilfer.lzind 
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~\t a crrulln spot, well Imown to them and to om guide !ten=-
berg, which was a lournev of two da ... 's· {lisla.nee frolll Ih( ~ 

Kaner court. 

On the fourth, therefore, tbc jntcrprdcr~ proceeded to the 
eastwanJ, arid we dil'ectl'o our route towards the moutt; of the 
Great I'ish J'iv('r. The country over which we passed n'w; per
fectly flat; and in those parts where the Katli.~rs had not yet 
been, there was abundance or long graM.. On apJ'foachhlg 
the sea-coast we observed a long train of fires, anel, supposing 
thclli 10 have been made by a party of Kafters st.'lt.ioncd 
tliere, we turn~d a .Jittlc out of the way .towartls. the quarter 
from whence the smoke proc~eded; but being to leeward of 
it, and the wind cncrcasing, the waggons were. in the midst of 
the fire before we were aware of being so close upon it; and 
the smoke was so thick and acrid, that it was impossible to 
sec the length of the team . The oxen, being burnt in the fect, 
became unmanageable, and galloped off in great confusion, 
the dogs howled, anu there was a general uproar. The smoke 
was suff~cating; the flames blall:ed up 011 each side of the 
waggons, creating no smali degree of alarm, as Ulost of· them 
contained a quantity of gunpowder. The oxen, however, ei
ther by sagaci~y, or by chance, had set their heads against 
the wipel, and soon .g~l1~ped through it. : '!'ile flames. ron in 
all directions among th~ Icing dry grass · ~ aud heathy plants 
with incredible celerity; The face of the couutry for sc\'cral 
miles was ~. · sbcct o·r firc, . ;~ii(l., .tlie air ·wa,s .obscured 'with a 
cloud oflnu,k,;, '. We bad y~t a cou.idcrablc extent of coun
.\ry to pass ' ~in~ng' bh'c~ ashes, beyond which we I'resel~~ly. 
reacheQ theinouth "~(Jh~ preat Fiihri"." where we pilil"'" 
ouf\Cn!s /,()( thenigl!t . ... . 

T 
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Like all the Arrican rivers that uisclllHgc: themselves into the 
sea 011 tile eastern coast, the mouth of the Grci:tt Fish river was 
nearly sanded up. The quantity, huwever, of water brought 
(loWIl hy its stream, is sufficient to keep open a cOllstant 
challucI, which, at the lowest ebb, seemed to be dee) Cl1o\1O'h . ~ 

in c,"cry part for the admission of large boats. 'Vithiu the 
bar of ~and it ,vas from thre~ to 'four llUUdl'cd yards in width, 
and appeared to be very <leep. 'rhe Portuguese, in their 
earliest " ojages, discovered this river, and gU\'C to it the 
name of Rio · lufant.(~; and, pCf!'uadcd that it might admit of 
being made a I'lal!c of security for their shipping within the 
bar, they built a fort upon th~ left bank, anJ kept there a 
sroan establi~hrnent for a ~hort time; Lut the subsequent dis
covery of Rio de la Goa, farther to the north-east, promi:iing: 
more solid advantages, induced them to abanuon Rio Infallle. 
The banks descended with a fine smooth slope froIll the ele
vated plains on each side, and were covered with grass to the 
water~s edge. The shore On the KatTcr side was bt'autifully 
skir~ with thick coppice wood. Towards the evening a 
vast number of If.ippopotami, or st'¥ows as they arc.cailcli by 

the Dutch, appeared with their head's abo\'e the slIrface; but 
keeping dose to the opposite shore, they werc too far to be 
~.ily hit with musquet balls. ,:' :Several of the paths of these 
a~~~~ls led frOIO various· pa~~s.~f the rive~ to a spring bffrcsh 
wate. about a mile distant.:, .; 'Tn this spring it seems they proc 
cee<j:iidhe night-time .tfJ ;oriiik; the water, ,of the river, for a 
c~q-iible di.tao~e. ~rrilllth~mi>ut~,being as salt as the 
sea, i :~ClX ··a}sogr~ dtiri,n,if'tbe night in , the reeds,. and 
bro..,..; :a.UiQng the 'bubbCfy. Short-sighted m .. uw~ld be 
apt t'1 aiWgl/- . ilI.eProvl~ence of Nature, atid 'a\i6t,e ht'l' , of 
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baying COllllnittC'd a mistake, in placing this unwicldJ mis
'Shapeu animal in an element where it cannot possibly exist~ 
and in which are nut to be found the means of its sustenance, 
as its food does not consist of any thing which the rivers or 
waters afford. 

The latitude of tbe month of the Great J'jsh river we found 
to be SSo 2.')' south, and longitude 2r 37' cast, which makes 
the direct Jislauce from the Cnpe to he six: hundred miles. 

The coast to the north-eastward, as far as could be seen 
from the high hillocks of sand, was wild and rocky, and witb
out bay or indentation. 

The well-clothed plain:i of Zuure Veldt, wh~n inhabited 
by the Dutch, abounded with a variety of game, especially of 
the antelope tribe ;, but since .the late incur~ions of the Kaf~ 
fers they hayc mostl,. been destroyed or chascu ioto some 
other part of the country. The manner in which these people 
hunt i~ not only destrucp"e to all kinds of game, but it so 
~uuch frightens those aniihals that may chance to escape, as 
to cause. the~ to abandon the placeo. A large party, consi~t
jng s~metim~ of se,"eral hundreds, men, women, and chil .. 
dren, surround the plain on \vbich they may have obsen~ed a. , 
llerd of antelopes. . As soon a. they have formed the 
circle · each proceeds towards the centre of it, narrowing 

. the diam~terJ aDd cJosing upo·n . each other, till the ob
j""ts ofth~ir pUrBuh arc complel!"ly fenced in. Antelopes, 
~nd particularly· ,that species called ' the 'pringbok, are li1;e 
.;a""'I', .whkb alway • .f().lIow'lrl .. ~re .one kads. A. soon. there-

T~ 
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fore, as t.he hunters ha\'c approached within a certain Jistance 
of their game, an opening is made in the circle for the ncar~ 
est uuimab to pass. All the rest follow in a line; nllu while 
by rushilJg together in their eagerness to pass tile), rct;Jrd 
each other, the men, armed with spt."ars, close in upon the 
Jine and make dreadful havock among them. By this kind 
of hunting, scarcely a springb.uk is now to be m('t with ill 
Zuure Vddt . . ,Yc fouud, howc\,er, in the "neiglibourhood of 
the close country bordering on the Great }'ish ri\'er, the 5t.(:ClI

bok, the boschbok, the ridbok, and the orabie, auti shot se
veral lUJrtelJee!;is. This is one of th~ finest ilnimals among the ' 
l!Unwrous family of the alltelopes. The ma.1e i!J ahout sc\'en 

feet aUlI a half long and fh'c Jcet high, and tllC female six and 
a half feet long and four feet high: the horns brullch out of a 
slllgle !runk that projects about two inehcs from the fore. 
head . The 'mouth, and indeed the whole heau, rcst:mLlcs
that of the-bovill? tribe, from whence it has obtained in the 
Systcma NutUTex" the specific name of babatis. The fic~h is 

. remal'ka hly good, and reseillbles very nearly that of Leef ; 
ami is carefully salted by the boors. 

All the deep chasms or ravines. Jl:i\h which the p~dills of 
this p.rtof the country are inte'niiCt'-d, and the banks of all 
.tbe rivets, the sides of the knOllS; :arid the range of hills that 
terminates this division to ':the ·northward, arc cOl/crcd with 
coppiCe,. wood, consisting gc~C'ra~ly. of taU" luxuriant shrubs, 
out o(",\Uch 'however silfllng lip,' s.ometimt..:;ingly, and fre
quentIy'J2cIUin.Ps, large and~tif>rlfotest trees '0f:.a.j,se 
the i;eeJ&i/Jt·",,:as the roo.tlofty; . ilO.d 'being he,,, dise9tangled 
from .. tb~pe~~ul'1II.li~hen· tbat cramped i.ts ,gr9~!1!inthe 
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great forests of Vall Staaclcn's ' river, was eminently di ~ tin. 
guished for its beauty and elegance. An euphorbia, throw
ing uut a number of naked ~lrnlS fl'om a straight tr~llk thirty 
or forly lect high, held also a distinguished place among the 
slirubl)cry. But one of the largest and most sllCwy trees , at 
this titHe in the height of its bloom, was tbe KaUer's hcan
tree, the crythrilla corallod~lldrum, !iO called from the color and 
resemhlance of its' large clnstcrs or papilionaceolls tlm'tefs ~o 
hralH.:hcs of reel coral. N umhers of beautiful binls, such as 
slUull pal'oqucts, tuuracos, woodpecker:;, and llIany others, 
wcrt~ iluttering about these trees fur the sake of the sweet 
juices that arc generated in the flowers. The coral-tree, like 
JIlauy other c1a:t:;t.ling heauties, has its imperfection; the Jcm'cs 
arc dcciduou'i, and the hlosSOIH :O; , like those of the almond, 
decay before the )'OUllg leaves have burst their buds. Thi~ is 
lIot the ca!olc with the Hottentot,!; beau: the clu~tcrs of ~carlct 
fluwers intermingled with the slllail and elegant rlark-grecn 
f'oliage, gave it a remarkahle pre-eminence among; the .tall 
trees of the kloofs, ami the thick shrubbery on the sides of 
the swells. It is the ,African ligQum vitre, tlte guqjn~um, 

~~fJ'''m of LinllC-cus, and the Ilclwtia speciQsa of the 1101,tus 
Kt:i~!t,.'nsi8. The wood, however, is uot sufficiently hard to 
be converted to ~hc, same pUl'posc~ 'as lignum vitre, nor is 
the tree large' ellougl~ to make it of any partic~lar usc. The 
seeds of this leguminous plant arc eatcn by tile Hottentots, 
and are sometimes .also u~t:d by the colonists." Two gcuera 
of the 'pal!ll :tribe were freiluently .met with j Olle, the z01llia 

cycac).i.'f, or· ;K~~r's, ·breadwtree, ,growiog on the plains; a~d 
the other;,;, ii180' a. s,p~c~es of'. the, saIne genus, skirting the 
'/Jrj~g, an(hjvuJ~~ i "l.\l.ef!Jljt ~f the latter was calleu wild 
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coffee, and sUbstiluted by the peasantry for this berry. Tile: 
streiif:::;a 1,t'giTla: also, now in full and beautiful blooI?' grew 
every wlH'w ill wide-spreading patches ·in the vicinity of the 
Greal l"ish river, but not one of the new species, discovered 
about twenty miles to the northwaI'd of Zwart I\.op's river, 
ct?uld be found among them. The cerulean blue ncc
tarium of the ~egin::c was uniformly faded, and its color 
seemed to uecay by a short exposure to Ihe weather, which 
did no~ appear to be .the case with that of violet blue .of the 
teretifolio.. The seed of the rcginm is eaten both by the Kar
fers and Hottelltots~ A great ~'ariel'y of bulbous rooted 
plants were now springing out of the ground; and several 
species of those elegant families the gla(/4'olus, il'ia, mora;a, 
and the iris, were in fun hloom. 'fhat singular plant the 
tamm elephartlopus, ~o called from a protuberance thl"OWI1 

from the root r~scmbling the foot ~f an elephant, was met 
with only io . this part of the country. Scrcr~J species of 
:Nranth.emum and gnapltalitlm decorated the grassy plains 
with their briHiant colors of red, yellow, and silky white. 
The Dutch in the coJ""y ha,-e given to tbese flowers tbe 
name ·f.!! ffl{){'J'f yearl.' dill'aiifm; but ill Europe we extend the 
idea to everiosting' 

.In two day.' traveUingafterlei\ving the mouth of the river, 
and skirting ils banks,. "eeame.to Ihe first ford. The. moment 
we ; began to descend Ih~heigbt. tow~rd~ tbe)evel of the 
river an ed,aordinary ;nCW!i"'· of.tem~ture \Vasfe)t; 

and jo : t;1i:P~e Ofal1h,;,u~i~l#> :. ~~iii:Deter, whi.ch 'toDd 
at DOon.at'~! . IJII4"",~,!ded : ~,'102" in ' tho shade, , '!.t",bieh 
point;t remaiJie<L .at · the·. ford of the river • . forlUur·; l!olllS. 
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'then exposeu to the uin"'ct rays of the SUII lllC tcmpl'ratnfC 

was incrcasccl ouly four degrees. The wind was clue l1f)rth 

aud remarkably strong; and the stJ'l'um of air was so hcatc(t 
that it was scaredy possible to bear exposure to it for allY 

]ength of time. At nighl. it blew a hurricane, and obligcl1 us 
to strike the tcnts. It may he remarked lilat tlle meridian 
altitude of the sun on that day was only fiftJ-one Jcgrecs, and 
that the geneml surface of the country, from which the wind 
blew, was covered with thick -shrubbcr.y; that on the pre ... 
ceding night, near the same place, the thermometer was dowu 
to 52Q; and that on the jollowing day, on the same spot, and 
with the same wind, but Jess strong. il ascended no higher 
than "7)0. These circumstances render it vcry difficult to ac
count in any satisfactory manner for so high a degree of 
temperature. 

The following day we passed the Great Fish river, thougb 
not without some difficulty, the hanks being lJigl1 and stf."CP, 
the stream strong, the bottom rocky, a.nd the water deep. 
Some fine trees of the willow of Babylon," or a variety of that 
species, skirted tl1e river at this place. The opposite side pre .. 
sentcd a "cry beautiful country, well wooded and watered, and 
plentifully cO\re red with grass, among which \'Vas growing in 
great abulldaTIce a species of indigo," apparently the same as 
that described by Mr. Masson under' the speci6c nallle of 
c(1ndicana. 

The first night that we passed io the KalTer country we 
pitcbed ODr tetilli ,neiu"R small stream 'caUed KOWS/IO, whicb 
falb into tbeGreat"'Fisb T\ver. On the following day we 

2 
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IHlssed the \"illngt's of !!{ulloo and Toole!J~ the two c11icrs find 
brothns we had st'en ill £uure Veldt, ciclightflillj' silllotcd 
on t,'"O ellliufUCCS on the banks of the said s1.f<'Clllilet. ,rc 
also passed sc\~eral villages situated in the ,-alley through 
which the Guengka and its hranciles meander, aUtI the }I('<x t 
day we carne to it rl\'cJ' of very considerable magnitude c.alled 
the Keisknmma. Though no part of tile colollY tiJrougl l 
whicl1 we had set passed could be compared to tl:at p llrti ull 
of the ' Ka·ifers' 'country which lay bcl\n~Cu the en:;lt F ish 
river and t.hc Kciskalllma; and thoJIgh the 11l1ts of \~hich th{' 
"mages were compo!icd uppcHren to be pc-rf'l'C't. and in good 
order, yet no vestige of human jndu~fry was yet "isibJf', 
nor any traces, except the buildings, that. migllt lead to a 
5UI)Po:;ition that the country was inhabited. ]n fact, during 
the two days we bad travelled in Kaficrland not a human 
being had ma.de its appear~nce, e~cept one of. our interprct.ers 
w.ith a Kaflt~r chi·ef, whom we met at. the close of tllc second 
day, and who had been dispatched hy the king to invite and 
to conduct us to his place of residence. 

That p.art of the Keiskarnma w}lcre we llad cncampc() was 
not fordable ,by waggons: but, had it e.ven aumiucu a passage, 
the couutry on the opposite si<l'c \yas so very mountaillous and 
wooay, that, so far .f.rom ·making tbe attf:mpt with , .. ·hecJ
·carriages, it was 'scarcely p~~bie by borses. . Jt was there
f'lr~ , CIlncJuded to send forward.; on the folJowipg day, thriie 
od;)~ If<ittcutots with' afe';"presC!lts.a~ii;toproc("'d from 
the, pia:ce. "of :ou,r . .,ncampm<inf:on' ,~o~back. Thollgbtho 
di.taintie :,~in ~hc Keiskalflm". to ,the residellce ~f the., king 
-was ;notmonHhi.n 6fteCD'miJ"", it, took u. above iQOfbour. 

,-, .. " .: . . . 
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illl'irling. The hills were Illostly con~rcd wilh thid, under

wood, and on the plains were sn many straggling tree" of 
the thorny mimosa , J'ust (listanl cllonrrh from each other for 

• 0 

their 'spreading hranches to meet and annoy passengers, 
that ,ve were ohliged to quit the direct l'oau, which was no 
more than a foot-path,· (','cry moment. III the cOUl'se of tlae 
journey we passed a number of "illages containing each from 
teu to thirty huts, snme of which were dcscrt{',d, but others 
"cry populous. A great crowd of people of aJ.t ucscri ptions 
flocked down on every side, and followed 115 along tIle !'oad. 
The weather being warm, the men had thrown aside their 
cloaks and were entirely naked. But the women reserved 
their daaks of calf-skin and close leather caps, which, with 
tht: heat of the weath(~I') and the exertion~ they made to 
gratify their c uriosity by the sight of the strangers, seemed 
to incommode them not a little. 

On 8.rridng at his place of residence, we found that tJle 
king, not having expected llS until the foHowing day, had 
gone to his grazing village situated about ten or twelve miles to 
the northward, in cOllseqnence of some intelligenc.e he had re
ceh'cd of the wolves having committed great depredations 
among his young cattle on the preceding night . . A mes
senger was . therefore immediately dispatcbed after him; 
and .in the mean time the king's mother, a. weB.looking 
woman, apparently ·about five-and-thirty, amI his f'J.ueen, 
a very , pretty KalTer girl. about fiJtec". with their female 
attendants" to ' lh" number .o.f fifty or sixty. formed a circle 
·rounu u~, · . a~t1 ::f!ri·~~.:a,~oured t.o entertain us with thdr good~ 
humored'rid Ilve(,....,;;Dv.:r~atioll. 'rhich would havebe,m th .. 

v. 
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morc agreeable', had it been conveyed directly, instcad. of 
t.hrough the medium of a Hottentot jnterpreter. It was not 
long hdlwe Gaika, the king, made his appearance riding 
on an ox in full 'gaUop, attellded by five or !'! )x of his people. 
Our hllsiness commenced with little ceremony under the 
shad~ of a spreading mimosu. He requl~stcd that we might 
all be scated ill a circle on the ground, 1I0t as any mark 
of civility 011 his part, but that it might the more dis
tinctly be heard what each party had to say. The manner, 
how,ever~ ~n which he received us sufi1cic~tly marked the 
pleasure he derived from the visit: of the nature of this he 
was already aware, and entered immediately UpOIl the suhjeer, 
by expressing the satisfaction he fclt in having an opportunity 
of explaining to U5 that none of the Kaffers who had passed 
the b9undary establisbed between the two nations \~·crc to he 

.. considered as :his subjects: he said they were clliefs as well 
as himself, and entirely ind1>pendent of I,im; hut tlmt hi. 
ancestors had always held the first rank in the country, 
and .their supremacy ha,d been acknowledged on all occa
sions by the colonists: that all those Kaffers and their 
chiefs, who .had afany time been desirous to enter unller the 

. protection · of his falllily, had been kindly received; and 
that tbose who cbose rather ' to remain independent had 

,·""ell permitted to do so,without being considered in the 
I,~gbtofenemie •• , He· then, mf~rmed U8, that his father died, 
aad ;jeft, liim.,when very young, under the guardianshipllbf 
Z.&nibi,~~ : oil~ of bis first Clliefs ..n,d <. ... iI· brother; who had 

acted. ~~!~n~diJtiDt? lUsiJl~~tfi ~t tI.athaving r~fused 
,to, resil!'(~.l>ilD · bls , rigbt : btfe9l1J'ing 'lit yearso{discretion,· 
w. fatll¢': ~"': bad .he~ed ' themselves ill. · 1(~fay6r, . and 

2 
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by their assistanee he had obliged hi, uncle to fly: that 
this man had then joined Klwula, a powerful duet' to 
the northward, and with their united fi)rces had made war 
against Idm; that he Im.d ueen victoriolls, and had taken 
Zamuie prisoner: that be had never been at war with, 
nor to his knowledge had ever given the slightest offence 
to, the chiefs of the oLher side of the Keiskamma, but, 
on the contrary, bali always endeavoured to conciliate 
their good.will: yet, tbat since his friends and sabjccts 
had supported him in the assumption and maintenance of 
his right, lie had obsented a disposition in those chiefs to 
willidraw thcmselvC's from his friendship: tbat the people 
of Manoo and Tooley particularly had committed great 
depredations Oll the cattle of his subjects; and that, when 
lIC sent to them a civil message to enquire if any had by 
chance stray.cd into their territories, to llis great surprise 
lie was informed they had quitted the country; that he 
had more than once, since that period, sent to them his 
proffers of friclldshi p, hut that tbf!y had detained, and, 
as he supposed, put to death his messengers: that still 
to R\'uid .giving them any pretext for commencing hosti .. 
litjes, he had strictly forbid any of his subjects to molest 
their haoitations, or even to pass the Kciskamma. 

From the accounts we had received from the boors respect .. 
iig thcs,c pCO'ple, we were surprized to , find so much good 
sense and prude-nce ill a very young m.an ami a Katrer. 'Ve. 
c~l'lained .to .hi~ tIle tlature of our 'v:isi~ and submitted fOf 
I,is cc",.i<leratign the ,jx following 'proposal.: 

t l e 
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1. That he should send a messenger of peace and friend ~hip 
along with olle of our interpreters to the Kaffer chid;;
now residing in the culony : 

,2. That none of his subjects, on any pretence whate\'er, un
Jess sent exprcssly_ by' him, should pass the boundary 
established between the Colonists and Kaffcrs : 

s. That nonc· of his subjects should' have c.IlY intercourse 
whatever with the Colonists; and that,1, any of the lat
ter should be found .in any part of his tcrn'torics, he woui{l 
send thehl , under a strong guard to Graaff UeYllct :. 

4 . That, shouJd any ship be stranclcd on the KafJer coast, 
he would afford to thp. unfortuD<l:te paSRtmgers and crew 
hospitality and protection, and that he would conduct 
them in safety to Graaff Reynet 

s. That any blacks, Hottentots, or baBtaaras, found in his 
territories, should he taken up and sent to Graaff Reynet. 

6. And that he should keep up a friendly intercourse with 
the landrost, by sending annuaUy, or oftener, if neces
sary, one "fhi. captains, bearing a brass gorget with the 
an[~s of his Britaun~c Mateatv,enlZraven UDon it. 

To all these he readily 8greild, e3:cept to ihe latter part of 
the third !¢ide, observing tha.! lie did not think it right fpr 
K"ffe", t!>make prisoners of men sQsuper,i.~ to ·ihemselve. as 

, • " • . ' • 1(, ' ' 

Christians,j:erec; .but be p1'Qmilied tn.:give intelligence tn·the 
Jandroot, wbeJ:i!:Vilr .nt i;hQUI<l~ui~' ~ith in h~ terP.tQl;ies. 

, , " . " ., . .' , 
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It is a. commun iu<:a, industriously kept up ill the colon,', 
tlml tile K a!ft'rs are a sa\'agc" treacherous, a.nd cru~l jJcoplt! ; " a 
chanH.: tcr which appears to be as f~lJse as it is ullIncl'itt'd. 
Their nwtil'ra tion towards the col()nists, and to all white 
peopl e, IliI ~ shewn itself on many occasions; and if the itlha~ 
bitants or the bordering parts of the colony had any . se~.3e ~ 
sham.c or feeli ngs of gratituuC", instead of assisting to propa
g1\tc, they would endeavour to suppress, such an idea. They 
know \(' I'Y well that ill tile height of a war into which this 
people wa!\ iniquitously driven, the lives of their wives and 

children that fell into the hands of tl~ .Katrcrs were spared, 
whilst thei r WO (J1{'n were murdered" promiscuously by the co
loni sts. Another instance of the different manne"r in which 
the Dutch and the Kaffers- conducted th~mscJvc!l , tinder 
the same circuIllstances,. will sene to she", which of the 
two nations most deserves. the character thrown upon the 
latter. 

In the montIl of February 1796, a ' vessel from India under 
Genoesc colours was wrecked 011 the coast of tllC colonJ 
between the Bosjesrnan and Sunday rh·ers. The peasantry 
from various partS of the coas4 from Lang&-kloof to Kaffcr
land, Bocked down to the wrc..'Ck, not for the huma'ne pUTpose 
of givjng assistaI?-ce. to the unfortllnate 5uiferers, but to .plunder 
them of every thing that could be got on shore; and it is B 

llo,wrious fact, that tbe onJy Dutchman who was anxious· t.o . ., . 
secu~ WDle property for the captai(1 and offic.ers, had his 
brains d~b~d .out with an iron bolt by one ofhi. neighbours.:· 

In June 1797, the.ffercules, an AmericRII ship, "!1ls strande(i.; 
. : .,-- ' ."' . 

iletween the mouths of the K"isltamma and the Beeka. By 
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the time tllat the crew, consisting of about sixty persons, Ilad 
got on shor(" tll("J found thclDse1ve.s surrounded by Kaffers, 
and expected immediately to be put to death by thrse 

. ", .. ages. Instead of which, to their no small degree of joy and 
surprise, the chief gave orders for an ox to be instantly kjlJed, 
and tbo flesh distributed among the unfortunate- sufferers. 
'rhere is, however, one temptation which a Kaffer cann~)t re
sist-the sight of metal buttons; and those who suffcrcll ship

wreck, ' and ~bo bappcncd to ha.ve ,any of t~~e articles about 
their persons, had them cut off witho\.1r'~nHlch cer~monJ . 
. Tbey were deerived of 110 other pari' of their propcrty; am! 
they were conducted ju salety to the rt'sidcnce of liomc of 
the colonists, from whom a demand was made of five rixdol
Ja.r~ for the captain,:and an equal sum for - the whole of the 
cre,w, "as ,a full compensation, for their trouhlc-a very motle
. ~te ~~dJri.~~ demand .; and it were tb be wished that the ex
, ..8.l;DplC; of-the' Kaffcra .. wAS observed on other coasts, that pre-
tend to a greater degree of civilization thaD prevails on those 
"f Southern Africa. 

HMioga.rranged with the king the business that brought us 
intO K~6.'er~land, · we marle,bim.a present, consisting of sheets 

, ?f c~~, b~s.-w.ire; glu.ss.~.~~~d~,. ~njves t~~ skinning anjm~ls, 
. 1ookm~-gla.se., BlDb, steel,,· and.tmde,.-blj~e., and a quallt.ty 
oftobaceo . . Hi~ motbe~ alsO .Felieived a p~nt of the same 
D .. t~re,." :!j:xcept this Jl\dy; ~:l(the otherwQmen kept inltbe 
~C~~D~~~ririg the cOD~sati".!l, .aa, dld >al~o Zambie, tbe 
un¢W~j~P"f"",~o"'llItMp' ;a 'pri;ion.er at Jarge. in .. the 
vill~, :\!. ~1'4!lng·, kj,l)g·. ; treattiiil.ai . of this mlln .. <iid :. him 

. gr*"iiii<ii" )i.'AIIIri$ . ,,*~I6i:att~dant., his . cl\~~Bud bi. 
"i>; wi:VeS,';, .. ~ ·re8lA:>~e'Uolii!D' · ... jtb II~ ·mlll:li.'J1P¢y III the 

.: . . •.. ~ .... .... . ' '.' . . . 
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rest of his suhjects, (,.Keept that he was always ohligcu to rc 
side in the same village with the king. 

Gaika was a young man, at this time under hventy years 
o~ age, of an elegant forlll, and a graceful and manly de
portment; his height about fi"c fcct ten inches; }Iis face of 
a deep bronze colour, approachillg nearly to black; his skin 
soft. and smoolh; his (~ycs dark brown, and fun of animation; 
his teeth regulal" well-set, and ,,,bite as the p\\rc~t ivory: his 
countenance open, hut more rnarkcq with the habit of re
flexion than is usually observed in that of a Kaffer; be had 
the appCal':lDcc, indeed, of possessing in all eminent degrc~, 
a solid understanding and a clear head: to every question 
that related to their manners, cUlStoms, laws, and ,'arious other 
points, he gave, without eOlbarr:lsSmcllt or rcsen'(', direct and 
unequivocal answers; and it is to him I am principally in
debted for the little inf9Tmation 1 am enabled to gi\'e con
cerning the Kntfer nation: \Iis understanding was not more 
strong than his dispo!;ition appeared to be a.miable: lIe seemed 
to be the adored object of hi' subjects; the name of Gaikn 
was in every mouth, and it was seldom pronounced' without 
symptom' of joy. He had one wife only, very youug, and, 
setting aside the prejudice against color, very pretty, by whom 
he had a little girl~alled Ja.a. Like the chiefs in the colony, 
he wore a brass chain suspended, D.n the left side, from a 
wreatb of copper beads that encircled be. head: on hi, .<m 
he had five large rings eDt out of the solid tusks of eJephants, 
and round hi. Deck wa. a chain of beads; his cloak was faced· 

. with skins of leopards; but he threw .this dressaside, and, like· 
the ""I of \!is peop.Je;apPeated eDtiieJy naked 

. 'I. ; •. "' .. 
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'1;he qneen had nothing to distinguish ")if'r from the other 
';"omen, exc<:'pt that. her cloak seemed to ha\'c had more pains 
bC'itowl'd upon it iu the dressing, and had three rows hclJill~ 
of brass-buttons extending fl'om tire hood to the bottom of 
skirts, and so dose that they touched each other. fJ 'he res l 

of t he worn,en were contented with a .few of t.hese ornamell ts 
straggling over different parts of the cloak. This weighty 
cUl'ering seems \1ev~r laid aside by the fcrmdcs in the I;ottcsl 
weather; ~~t th~y weal' "nothing wh'atsoc\;('I'", nndc:r it, ('x('cpt 
the litt1e"~pron that the Hottentot women tI ~ke such p",in!' to 
decorate. 'The Knifer Jadies are not however Jess an ..... iow; to 
appear 5m~rt about the head! 'Their skin-caps wen.~ orna
mented with buttons, buckles, beads, or ~hcIls, according as 
fancy might suggest o.r tl)(~ir \Vard~obe could supply . 

.. Though the country between the KeiskatnOla and the resi
dence of .the .king w.as rugged, poor, .and mountainous, it here 
began to assume a "ery different appearance. 1'he knolls of 
grass were well covered, and the hanging woods on the steep 
sides of the high mountairis to the uorthward were extremely 

. beautiful. ~h~ :villagc ~t Wili.ch he nQw Jivc·d, was but. a 
temporary .residence. 1t was "3itnatcd upon the KooqtulfIie, 
a small 'ftreani that f-cJl.into the· K eiskamma, and con~istcd of 

:~ut.forty or fifty · buts of.the "fopn · of beehives. That which 
iJ~ to be destined for }he .use · of the queen stood at 
·i:\!tlh¢adof dJe. viIlage; wasllOrnewhatlarger than the rest, 
a~d · ii.n"hed>in • neater m.Dner ~ it y<". · iibout ten feet in 
d;";';~tet"Ji#d. ~ight feet high; :'f~);liis are first .. h.~dby 
frame. of: .w9ii.'Ii':an<l~~~w.i~dlhlatibed over with .&;kind' of 
mortar !,om~Ci;t .o(claj.and .tlie dung of catt!l';,;;io!!d,wben 
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this is sufficiently dry, a neat covering of rHatting is wl)rk~·d 

over the whole. Such huts are completely watcr·tight. and 
\1.ery warm. 

rrhe"K<1;ffers having always been rcpl'cscnted as agriculturists, 
we were a little disappoiuted jn"uot meeling with gardens and 
(:ultivated grounds about .their habitations; not a vestige of 
whic~l had any where appeared. On putting the question to 
Gailca, he repJi~, that having been engaged in war for t.he two 

,,), . 
or three yeal:s hist past, .during which he had lIot been able to 
fjx at anyone place above a mont~J or two at a tirpe, they had 
consequently been under the 1Jcccs~ity of Sl1spcu(Jiug their pur. 
~lIits of agriculture; tbat in time of peace they always planted 
millet, and seve"ral kinds of vegetables ; and that nothing could 
give him an equal degree of pleasure to tllat of seeing the 
kcaic, now an instrument of war, converted into an utensil of 
husbandry; but .that at present be was just on the eve of an~ 
other cam paign. IIe'seemed much pleased when the landrost 
told him, that if, on his return from his expedition. llc would 
scud (0 Graaff Reynet, he should b.e supplied with corn and 

.. di·tferent gard.en.s~ds; and he .appeared to anticipate the 
". h~p·pincss .. ~hat }~!s pcople would experience,. after the fatigues 

and" .hoITo~ .' ~f ~y:a~; .. in returning to l,he.if . .ancient habits of 
pe~iiefulindustr:Y'r . . 

\Tlle countrY iuhabit~p . l)y the peoJlI~ wl\pm the colonists 

distiDii~~" .bythen~meof Kaffen;, .i~baqn'l;;d 011 tll.e south : 
.by the- .$O!i~~t; .onlbe·easi:; by;.tribe of the same kindqf: 
pooplew~Ii ·4iII\'iWn!cl~e'i T,amli~qki .. ;01; Ihe north, ·by: t¥: 
SI\~"ge 'Bos}~~~;~' '''' . ~~'~~I, hy t~e . colony of t~e · 
.: . . :_ . . , . '. I • • .. .. . . '.n ... ,, ', " .' ." e" •• • • • • •• • , 

vO.£. ":l.. ". " . 
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Cape. 'With th t; Tamhookics they ]i,'c on friend1j tel'm~; 
but; like [he Vul"h peasantry, they hal'c declared perpetual 
war against the llosjesrnans. .'l'hei)' e~pedjtions, however, 
against these savages are not attended with the same success 
us t.hose of the coluui,l,ts. The Hosjesmans ca.re as littJe,'for a 
Uassagai as ', ihey dread a lUlisquet., 'file principal weapon 
used by the Kafrers is an iron spear from nine inches to a fuot 
ju 1c..~lIgth, fixed at ~hc end of a tapering ~~haf\: about four ieet 

,long. Such au instJ"umcllt is called hy the Hottclltots a has
:tiA .. Olai; but 'the Kaffcr mUlH~ i s omkollloo. · l'ri tllfowing this 

.· 0 , 

.spear they gl'nfl P it wilh the palm .of the hand, and raising the 
.. arm nboyc the hcc:ul, alld giVIng the shuft ~ quivering motion 
. to filld the proper poiut. of equilibrium, it is deli\-ered with the 
fore--finger and the thumb. At the distance of fi'fty or sixty 
paces they' can throw at a mark with a tolCl'able c1egree of 
exactness; but beyond tb.t distance they have no kind of 

·ee~tainty. It ~ppears to be a very i~diffel.·en·t sort of weapon, 
_.nd easily to be· avoided. In battle they recei,'~ the point of 

,'the ' hassagai upon ao ' omlshield. about· foilr feet. in depth, 
made from the hide of a bullock. Tbeirotherweapoll, the 

. Reerie, · is .Iess formidable than .. th~ hassagar; ' tlljs j's :a stick 
about tw.o. feet aAua half long;' wi th i. r!,"lld kpob at tbe end 

:. a~~ut ·two · inches j.~ .. ~:~~,n~~~~~~,~~:~ver'y · w.e~ghty, being the: 
,1,<;>0.1 of some shrubi:·:, Thef:.t~!,<}t iIi Ille same~anner as .the 
~'6 ..... gai, . "oda~e .v~'ytiJi~~tl:\\i.').ining birds ;,pd .the swaller 
(iiPrt;'<if ante)oll,es. par.~k~Ia\>Ji4hi. . Ii,¢tl.~!!9~~; .· The .mall 
I' . .. . . '. . ' • • . " .•.. • " ... ... ,J; <" .. " ',j;'"/''' . " 

',~'W ' oJ::~;;~~~,~:oeweS;ln ;~ ~=. " .. : .. ~:iI\~ t'b;,ir agric.ul~.~te, 
''aa$'~mi1ut-fol';dibliiiil '' t:t ' ., " .. ji ' seitsioinlio '''' 
... , .~~ • . .. ':, '1: ?" "" ': .... . ... .. ' . .... .. · , gf.~~~_i .. ·"\$"'., . . ,\ .. ~. J>O . : : -', ........... ... -~ 
1ie~;~Ir:tai1ated;tl!" ;rc;;:-"'~tlle >vea ' :"V~' . . " ,. " .... . ;., ,oR .. ". !\Pr. .... . . . .. PO"'",," .. .. ~ 

··~-"···~.~·>~:·side ;jjf,{~\K!>i,;k;unu~,·1Ii ::..~C;..iiictly. 
' • • " , . . ., _I . ..r .. i?l. . ~~... . 
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the same as on the west. Gaika is the acknowledged ~()\'e

reign o\'e'r that part of the country which lies to the eastward 
of the Ti,'er. The few chiefs who live among his people are 
ubedient t<? lJis· commands, and consider themselves as his 
captaills. Among tllc emigrant Kalfers. each chief is inde
pendent, though the inferior nn.es look up; in some measure, 
to those who 3l'6 more powerful than thcm~clves. These de
tal'hcd hordes seem in their gO\"crumcnt to resemble the an· 
ciellt ~Ians of the Highlands of Scotland, 

Evel'Y Kaffcr js a soldier and a bordslluiu. The first is not 
a professioD, but take'n' UI; occasionally as t.ilf~ state;: of which 
be is a m(:mber, luay demand his scrv'ices. 'Var is riot made 
I)y them for extension of territory or indi\'idual aggrandize~ 
ment, but for some (lir("ct insult or' act of injustice against the 
whole, or ..some member, of the community. His habits and 
way of life arc better suited for the herdsmJ,lD than for the 
warrior. From the natu~e 'probably 'of his food, which is 
chiefly milk, bis manners are mild and gentJe, at the same 
time that the exercise of the chace, which from pleasure he , 
foJ~ows ' as weB, as for ' p~ofit" , gi \'C~ him an ,erect deportment, 
and ~~ ~~4~ess ,3:nd'op(~lIne!lls ' of expression that indicate no· 
thing, like: ,f.c(lf,;' :, ::'fbis ill fact is an iru:pression on tlle 'mind 

. ' , f _ ' .' " 

which Cirnha.rdly~be ',"~id'. to exist in thato'f a Kaffer, III 
tirile , \>f , pe~Ce ' Ji" ,'leild. ' the true pasioraJlife ; hi. cattle '" 
is his,,<)nly.care: ,herai<elj kills one for' bi~ own COnsUl)lption, 
except " o~~\,~tp,~ "p'articu}ar oocasi6n> " Vbcn a ,stratig~r :: f;i"r 
distincti~~,~t~.it!\ )a .Kaffer ~hit:;f, lu~ , se]ects from hi!; berd th6 
Mte, t o~/l!.ii\il'~il:4~~~ 'it " ,jth his "i,itors, 'l'I.1e cvcningtbat, 
;~ dei,.rt~df;d({rtl:f,~~r,~l,.'g~&ih(,~itJg. cnri",ityh"d bro~ght " "' .. -:, (, .. ', ~.:,:, :" ''''',:'x' '2- • ' 

" ,.' " " , 
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together about rt thousand people t,o see the stra,ngers. Before 
they returne(1 t.o ttwit houses. the king ordct~d."tour oxen to he 
slain,l'nJ tile flesh to be , di~trihuted 'among,',tbeni. For our 
party be intended a · prcs~nt of ~lll'ee oxcii '; bu~ t~cSe : h~ ob~ 
s(:Tl,t'd must 00 selected from his herd \vith -hts own, 'hands. 
The who)(> man"Hgemcnt of the,' .c;attle' IS I,eft , to the ~ent ' an,1 
they (~asily render thcU'~ .un~ommon·lY cxpGrt in" c9m:pr(~11encl
ing their ineat~iijg. : 'l'he :,lior'ils ofthe'ir " gl'eatc~t favorites al'c 
·t,visted .. i'n tbe.i'r ,Das'ccnt state i"nto very whimsi.caJ forms. These 
are . ~ffe~,ted by gfasping tile young ham .with .hQt' hun~, tHi it 
. becimles soft. in whidl 'State' the direction wished for is O'iren 

. , " : . . ' 0 
to it. Those of tllc OX " oil which tljc king rode 'were Jaid 
along each side of the neck with the points just touching tho 
shoulders. .r 

Am"o~g their "cattle was::a". Particular breed different from 
any I, haa seen in the , colony. They were sbort.-legged, 
'hort-necked, gener~ny. , of a , black :J ,n,d , white col<>r, and 

their horns we.i'e only" frQni·:fou~·. tQ . ~.ight inches · jn ' 1ength, 
curved lowards '; 'ahd tbeir extremities; 'wMch 'werc nearlv of 
the same thkkneSli#atti;eToots.!,oi.l,tedto the ears. Tilesc 
homs had ' no ,c<>nooctilJll " rltll the : .kll!l,,:.but were' attached 
merely to' tb';skib~ , ~~iUo:~;' ' that they, might be 
turned round ' ;nany, Qrrk~il~.r'..L When , full grow,, ' they 
atrik~ ' against the 8nilll~l'.f##os it . ;';~~"t 'l1i¢y· we[e . , 
consider# "'! , ~xcell~'itb~st~ ._ :fot::;,r4~~,~t ~:forbe.,:ri~g " 
burthel1s. ;?/l'hu vorletyof tbecQ!b~¥'!:P!i :1jarl ' nbtthe, dor" 

, .. '.' .) ' " , . .., .. , .. ", . _,. .• .(1 .. • '. " ." . , . , 

... 1 tuft wblilli' ·theloose-horDed :Oj i!it'iAb-v •• itiia j,File&cnbild . .; 
to possess. 
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While the men are employed ,ill rearing and attending: thf'! 
~attle, the womeu arc engaged ii,' the affilirs ,of the hOllse, and 
in coH.iv!iting the ground. 'fhes!', with tlJt~ manufactUlc of 
b~skels with the CYPCTllS gra~s. and of earthern pots for 
boiling their' ,meat or corr~. which arc the chief part of their 
household utensi,l's, the making their skin-cloaks, and nursing 
their child~e'n, furnish-sufficient employment for the women. 
They. are -said to be exceedingly., prolific: that twins are 
almost a~ freqllent as single births, alld. tbat it is no uncom
mon tiling for\ a woman to have tlJree at a tillie. Their 
childreli, soon after birth, arc s.uAcred to ' craw) about per
fectly 'I<lkecl; ail,d' ,at six or seven nJOntits they are able to 
run. A cripple or deforin~d person is never secn~ Tbe 
Dutch have an idea that if a Kaff'er child should be born 
imperf(:c.t, the parents · immediat~ly strangle it; arid, that 
if the motlier should die in childbed, or before the infa~t . . 
can walk \~ithout sllpp"ort, it n"105t be interred alive with her; 
als(~, that ·jf twins· arc h.orn one of them must perish. Goula's 
mot~ler seemed shocked nt questions of this nature being put 
to -her; ··and assured me that a woman who could suffer such 
ail uD~~tural crime to be ·commitied, .as that of ,the murder of 
all infant; would be driven oot.o£ society . . A high degree of 
civilization .may i~~eed dull theJeelings of nature, and policy 
may.sometiIAel; sil~~lly approve. of cri~es co.mmi.tted against 
it; but a ·savageistnost ·I,ikely t6 leel the force of parental 
affection ill its fullest extent. . . . . . . . . , 

,., . 
, . .' .'; .. . :. \ .. . 0 ., . 

. The':'l;:!~()~ ili\er,i1ap.a~y:. natil>n!ln the face of the earth, . 
·Iaken collelitlv~i"ctha;~can produce so fine a . race of men ~ . . . ', :. ' . ,', .... :.- .. } ., . ..,. ... . . . . . 
tb!>:Kaffers': they:'!!:~m~lIi ~Iout, . muse.ular, Ifell made, elegant , . .. . . ... ··0 _, ._ • ..,. .. ... , , . ,_ ,.~.... . .. : , . . 
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figures. 'rile particular causes to which -they are indebted for 
their fine limns and athletic strength of boo,)' I do not pre
tend to develope, but, it may .· be observed, ,that they are 
eXf'mpt from n~any of those ~U5es that;:_ ~n: . .m~re civilized 
socieli e!J, contribute to impede and cramp: th,e growth of 
the body. Their diet is extremely !simple; ' their e~ercise 
that of the most salutary nature; their Ihllbs aI:e. 'hot encum
bered with clothing •. 'the 'air ' they brea.the is pure; their rest 
is n~t 'disturbed by ,-ioleut . love, :nor. their ,'minds ruffled 
by jealousy; they are free fi'oin those' ]jce~t'ious appetite ... , .. 
w'liich proce(!d fi'cqucntly more from n dcpra\'cd imagination 
than a real natural want: their framc" is not shaken and 
enervated by .the ~se of intoxicating liquors, for they HI'(' 

not acquainted with them; they e~t when .. they are hungry, 
and . ~teep :. wben nature demands . it: .," '' ''ith s'uch a , mode of 
lifc,J,mgoor. and listless~ess .and m~lllnchoIJ 'have little to ao. 
The .tountenance of a Kafth is indeed alwa)'s cheerful ; a nd 

'his whole derileanor bespeaks content and peace of:\uinu . 
. ' .. ' . :' . ' , .. : .'. ::,: .' .... ,:" ; . ... .:.:' .,:.}/:;. ': 

Thoughblack,or. vcry nearly SO; they lia+·e not 'one line 
of tbe '~l\'ih~ negro i~ the sh;':pe a nd , turo ··of tbeii' person. 
The cam,patative · . , ".' , . :be a little pcr-

J,>\exedi(i,,,""dnging ~he . the cbain, which 
.li!;' -has., soiHgenibusl), . , all the 
' link$'from tbe . ' . . 
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~ Grecian countenance. In short., had not Nntlll'c hestowed 
upon him the dark-co.loring principle that alJatomists hayc 
disc.O\·cl'ed to be uwiJ)g t? a ccrt4'tin gelatinous fluid ly ing 
between the epidermis and the cuticle, he might ha\'c. ranked 
among the finsl of Europeans. 

Among other causes that may ha"ve contributed to keep lip 
the tall and athletic stature of the Kan<'I's arc their frcf]uent 
inter-marriages with strangers. The principal article of tllcir 
trade with the '~al]}bookie n:-ltiou is the exchange of cat tle for 
their young women. ' ~lmost c\'cry chicf has 'l'a lllbookie 
wives, though they pay much dearer. for thelll tllan for those 
of their own people. Po)ygam.y is allowed in its fulJest 
extent, and without any inconvenience resulting from the 
practice, as jt is confined nearly to thc chiefs. Tllc circum
stances of the common people will rarely allow them the 
illdulgence of more than on~ wife, as v,'omen are not to he 
obtained without purchase . . The females being considered as. 
the property of their parents. arc i.nvariably disposed of 
by sale. , The co~mon .pri·ce of a wife i.s aD ox or a cou[>le 
of cows • . LOve · wi~h them 'is a vet;y .confined passion., takiJlg ' 

but littlebol,d on the mind . . When an offe .. . is made for 
the 'pure,hase · of ·a daughter, she feels · little inclinati,!n 
to refuse~. she, consi.ders ,herself as ,an artide .~n 'the market, 
and is neither surprised. 'nor unhappy, nor', interested, 011: 

being told that she i. about to ·bc ;d",p(>sed of, There i. 
110 pi'ev-ie;u,s' ;,courtsllip, no excha.f.ige:,('of ", fine sf!n.timents, 
110 ilice~li~ .. n(>r little kind .a~e!'t\On,. which catch the 
~fi,c\ioli'/ 'liitIl:J\~b)11e hes,l',t.",;'lt , ,,'auld be unjust 
~t,.tli\ll , ~"i\le3i41W~~~ Jbeo;.Wirlt· sensuality. A Knifer 
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woman is botb chaste and modest; yet, in many poillb of 
her conduct, ill which .she .differs frO,m females of more 
polished nations, the ' latter part Qf h~r c~aracter might 
be called in question., j f, for .ins~~Qce, a young "oman 
should be a:sked if she is married; not . :content with gh' ing: 
the simple negative, she l.,Il.aUy ',. ',~bTows . open "her cloak 
and displays her bosom; and, as she . has seldom any otlic) 
co\'cring beneath, she perhaps may dis{,(H'('1' at tIll' S<I I Ill' 

time, though J.1Ui~ltentiouaHy, inore of her secret charms. 

In~tanccs of infidcljty'are sai.d to be vcry rar~ ; anu. 
when they do, occnr, art:: ac.cidcntaJ rather than premefli
tated. The punishment is "a fine, and, if the m'Hl dlust'.o; 

it, the dismissal of his wife; .but should a husband surprise 
his wife in the act of ad.uhery, tl~e law would justifY hinI 
ill putting the parties tQ .deuth. ,: T~le laws . by which their 
ftocicty' isgovc.rned .are ~ery . .si~pl~, 'and grouudeJ less 011 

.deep policy than on "plain ~atur81 principles. If a murder 
~hould. appc.ar to be ' PT~'m~d·.i'~te~i th~ perp~tratilr is in
stantly. put to death. :· ' lf ~ .~: !1i'llji should , kill another in hi, 
o\Vll defence;' 'Tti '.' . ,~ . ;quarret; .' (.it bi' ad;id'cnt~ he must pH)' 
to '(h~ . rel~Libit~'.'6( the . ' ' ;" ". , 'as '.'a: : 'coinpen~utj()Jl for 
~hejr 1~·rti. ~ · .ct;~~. )in~ : . '. !'s>eitller' agreed ' to among 
tlle" .. e).e" ·' bjc .and ·.cld.n..of the horde. 
J~ ·d~.i'~g : tillS. . ····deceased· held ' in the socieu', 

.," , , ~ . 
8ru1' . the <>illy. objects taken 

the J.ives 
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punishment than that of restitution. ' 'l'hey know nothing of 
the practice of imprisonment for any crime. 

The ancients were of op'i~ion that the face was always the 
imlex of the mind. 1\1odern fphysi.ognomists ha\'e gone a 
step farther, and pretend, that a fiuc ' form, perfect in all, 
its parts, cannot contain a crooked or an ' imperfect niind. 
J udglllg tbe mind of a Kaffer by such a rule, it would not 
be pronounced deficient in talent. The experiment o( 
giving h11ll a suitable education has not yet heen made; 
hut there art.: perhap~ no unlettered people on the faca 
of the earth whose manners and opinio~s . have '"more the 
~Ippcarance of ci\'ilizatio~ tha~ those of the Kaffcrs: they 
ar<.' no contemptible artisans. Though they have no know~ 
ledge of smelting iron from the ore, yet when it comes. 
to their Imnds in a malleable state, they can shape it to 
t.heir purpose with wonderful. dexterity. En~ry man j!S' his 
own artist. A p'icce of stone 'Serves for his hammel", and 
another for the anvil, . ~nd with these alone he will finish 
a spear, or a chain, or a: 'meta'llic bend that would ' not 
disgrace the town of Birmingham. The shafts of their 
spears are als!,) :neatly made. Many of the ornaments of 
COpp~I' oucli'ron,with whieh they adorn their beads, are 
li,r fl'~in bCing void of taste. 'fbe article ' tbat · furnishes 
their dress is prepared and put togetlier. With .some clegree 
of iugcl1uitj·. Calves' . &kins : only .'are · ~~ed" for ·this purpose:, 
whell fii'!\t)'l:keii fromlile ~l1imal ihcy ,are ,fixcdto thegrouod 
wilL w"?~~i.pt~, <l>X~~dcdllS (au". they will bear, ~d, 
,veIl scr.l;,:.t~.ir#;~~~ 1"!rtofthellesll .rema.ins "J'''" them. 
J":Oooll as lhey ,~~,jIii\i,~cllYi.~rj' ;!phlivc lost the poweiof 

' ~Ol'; 1. ' . ' ' . • . .. .~. , . 
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(.'ontrciction, tllf' Y arc bt'a ten with stones till they bt'comc soft 
'. .' 

and' plian t. J II this state the illterior siJe is scraped with 
sharp stones, ~Ild smeared wit,h red ochre, till .a 1.lap, like that 
on cloth, is raisf'd' on~r the whole f<lllrfi:icc: they are then ('ut 
into proper shapes, and sewed together exadly in the same' 
manner that the shoemakers of E~ro'pe stitch together two 
pieces of leather. Their bodk~o is a piece. of poli!o;hetl iron,. 
and tll<\. ti,tread is . the fii?t'es of the tendons of the long dorsal 
muscle takell "from. "3"110 U5 anirimls;' 'those in a wild stdtc are 

' pteferi~d, ' a ~ flirnisbiug a Oluch stronger tl~rt'ac\ thau slIeh 
as arc dOlltcst ic(ltcd. The Ilnt\"eu tots sew togclbc r Ihl'ir ' 
!ihccp-skins n:ith the same matcri'al ; and the colonists, fol~ 

lowing the example of the ~1atives, ha\"c recourse to t.l, e same 
article ·as a subst~tu.te fo.r flaxen tint'ad, which, wllen the EIH!
fish t9ok ; .~bssesslo~ of ·~he settlement, bore a profit on the 
pri~ co~t ·of a thous~nd p~,~cent. 

The pr.ogress of their ·agl·iqulture, as obser\'ed by the king, 
had lately bee~ cheeke.d by ~nt.ernal "dis~elltio~l~J ~niJ the f' tl
croachments ofB r·ival power. They seem ·bowever to be mu ch 

,more inc1.l~cd to· the pa~toral than the agricultural ]ifL',~a 
circumst~rlce wbl~h ~.HI materi,~.Hy. ·retard their adranccmcl!t in 
civilization·, . ,'l'be · husbandmaQ..fioos leisure· to sit down and 
re.B~ct:;· th~ ·h·etd.s·ina~". i~ . ~:Y~f~~t~ti~nary~ but wanders fron~ 
p)ace~place inoearchpf)Qiidfor his cattle_ . Tlle c1Jace 
empl';y.', t\>egreateSt 'po~' !i»','the tiQl<i, \vl;ieb ,the Kaffers 
ba.,,~t6':j~~; ; . IDtb~ir c';~iitt¥;tl;~.~~iie~ :kinds .rifgame. 
,;arUc~'l';\~;:."l~nhartt ., ';Iidi;~~;'lMtiitl; . areb!'j:~verv .r: , _., .... !1i . . ~, .. .. .. :, 1.,: ' .. , .... ,. ~, ... ;, .. , •.• ,. .. , .• " . . ' . . .. . :. , •. .. . , . • 

ftcilrile ,; !! .. ..;a .' IWfliO<¥trkltnc;;r'i{\~""b"k is ntiw1ii,l>ti'found 
. ;. .. . ~ ... ,."., .~ ... :I .I.·· ... . -, > ~ '.! .. :::-~.~~~ .". ".' .. ' .. '.") , .; ;;..1",'··. 

tbere~ ; '~'.w.~ .. ~ .. ,li ... · iii · ~J ... .. ' ·" :'tIIe :~ai1l5. 
. . . ,'., " . ,,:~~! .. , " , .,,')I"CP . gg.. .. . .J:~", . . r . 
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ftntl avoiding the woods, ~'ere easily enclosed by tile I\Ull1e~ 

rollS hunting parties, anu whully destroyed or frightened awa.'". 
The elephant and the buffalo rell also III the woods by the 
IIassagai, but morc frequently by deep pits" made in the 
ground across the paths that Jed to their usual ha.unts. 111 
this manner they sometimes took the hippopotanlt1S; but the 
usual gait of this animal, when not disturbed, is .so cautic)us 
aud slow that he generally detected the snare that was laid 
tor him, and a\'oided it. The murecertain method of destroy
ing him was to watch ' at night behind a bush close to his 
path; aoel, as he passed, to wound him in the tendons of the 
knec~joint, by which he 'was immediately rendered lame and 
unahlc to escape from the n.umerous H assagais ·that afterwards 
assailed him. Numbers of this huge animal stili remain in aU 
t·IJ( ~ ir large rivers; indeed th("y seem not ,'cry solicit.ous about 
llcstfOying it. The tusks, though of the finest ivory, are too 
SHHlll ful' the t.,sual purposes to which they apply thi" ar.ticle : 
and they seem to have less re1i~h for grease than either the 
lJottentots or 1he colonists. The spoil~ of the chace arc al
,,:a'ys hestoweoupou .their pe~sons. the tusks of the cJephan~ 
furnish them '~.itll j"()l'y.rings;fi)r the arm ; the Icopard supp1ie:s 
l.is ~kin to OTllumellt the fi'OJ1·t of the· cloak; and the skill ·of 
the tyger-cat is ii.cd by the wowen as l'ocket-lUmdkercbicfs. 

Be~irl.csthe illicit · tnid""that ·the .. Dotch (aflDel'll I,ave caJ'~ 
rie.d ;~~ .~i~~l ·.t~is peo"p~~~~ ~·ci~,sisting:.~t"ei~h~s: ~f .1Ton, copper, 
glass,bl;,;~; ,~nd ·,, ':(ew, <ithcrtrirun·g '·jlTt:icle~, given to them ill 
excllangi :f~. ~~9!rc.ittle;tbe ~JI'ers . liav" lJO kind of COlIl; 
lIieree \';th: ~~y,:~~:.'natii>ilex<:ept , thejr eastern neighbours 
tl$ :Tam b6;;li(~$;:;~ ~~illd:JitiJi~Jll,$be you "g gi rl. IV" ieb th~'y 
p.i.i;lil.~d fromth;.,e'1Xi~J.W'~8':\lr¢,ullplied by themwitb 'a 

.. .. . .. ... '.. .,. . , ." .. ,.'. ,. ;"' ·'.:ti.~!~ · ., 
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8mall quantriy ofjl'Oll in cxclll.lnge for cattle. It has been sur
po&ed that thc~'l'ambookie,!;,audothernu.tions farther to tbe cast~ 
ward, possessed the art uf outaining iron from the Ol'C ; but it is 
-much 1I10re probable that tlwy arc supplied with it by the 
J>urtugucse settlers of Rio de fa Goa, not far fwm which their 
cotllltry i9 s.ituatcd. The only metals known to the Kafi<.'.l's . 
'He irou amI copper; and their only medium of exdJange. 
and the ooly article of commerce they posses!;, is their cattle. 

'l"bere- 'are perhaps few nations beside the Kaffcrs, that h;'I\'c 

not contrived to draw some advant,ngc~ from t.he poss('$sion of 
a 'sca~coast. 'They ha\re uo kind of fishery whatso(,l'cr cit/ IeI' 

with nets or boats. Whether they retain any remains of 511-

verstition that might have bet.'D attached to some of the va
rious nwdific:ations' through which the l\tlahometan, as well as 
.the ChrIstian, J'eligion. has uDd~rgo'De in its' progress thl'Oug!t 
diJl"erent ·countries, and whiehforbid. them the use of fish; 
or whether their mode of life 'h ... hitherto prevented them 
from thinking on tl).e ,means. of ,obtaining a li,'clihootl frOill 

the waters, 'J ca~not t;alte upon ' me to decide; but it i~ 
a fact that thei i!C~rtely' know wbat kind of'. creature a fish 
is. Thewbole·.extilnt ohbeir 'eoast, . which is washed by the 
. lea and .i:nterse¢t~;bY .~be :~~~)~of severa) targe rh'crs, docs· 
Dot ·po.oe .... oio,~ ·~n%~""'. nor any thing that resem
bles. a lIoating vessel;; . . 'I'M,> ~rt . • pace of bme, perhaps; 
which theyha~e~~{>u\d'th"t ~t of"frl"a they now inba
bit, bali. iIQ~: ~~t ~u~c~n~ly~i#iI"(t#nlto the uature of 
dee . ~'l(\>:CiilMt. ,tlie.r ' ''~; ., iiwlmilbark; 

p ·· ·· ·"' \~~i~~·~~;~~ ' . . 
~~~',~,.. :, " " er.t.~ qw fragilcll'l,truC~ 
"~,-",,, . " " ~ 'P;~i~:1'~~ 
"' '' , . .. ' r } .:.": •. , :- :. ';,~~ . 
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The Kaffcrs mo~t certainly arc not the Aborigin('s of t.he 
southern angle of A.frica. ~un'oundcd on alJ s;des by pC'oplc 
that differ from them in every . point, in color, in f{'a 
ture~, in form, in uispusilion, ill rnaUIH~rs, and jn language, it 
would be absurd to consider them as indigenous to the slJIall 
spot dley now possess. ''''ere I to speculate upon their ori!. 
gill, I should have little hC!o.Iitatiou in gi\·ing it as my opinion 
that they are descended from some of the tribes ~f those wan
dering Arabs known by the name of .Rrcinills. These people 
are known to have penetratpd into almost evel'Y part of Africa. 
Colonies of titem have found their way evcu into the islands 
of South Africa, where more serious djfncliities would occur 
than in a journey over hlnu to the Cape of Good Hope. By 
:-skirting the ned Sea, and turning to the ~outhward along the 
sea-coast, the g reat desert of sand thatdiviuf'S Africa into two 
parts is entirely uyoiJed, alld the passage lies over a country 
habitable as t~u' as is known in every palt. Their pastoral 
habits and manners, theil' kind and friendly reception of 
strangers. their tent-shaped houses, the remains of that grand 
feature of hlamism, the circumcision of male chiJdren, which 
is uuiversally practised among all the Katfer llOrdes, aU 
strongly denote their affinity to the 13eduin tribes. Their 
countenance is also truly Arabic; they differ only in colur, 
which varies from deep bronze to jet black, but that of the 
latter is most predominant. If they had the smallest resem
blance to the African negroes, ,either ill their features or con
formation, they might be supposed,to owe their dark corn
plexion i'o an intercourse in theiT passage through the country 
with these:people, but there is noUbe least appearance of this 

. having b""n the .Cllse. To the Ethiopians or Abyssinians they 
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bear a Jl1uch stronger r(;'senJblanc~. The anllC'xC!d pOl'lrai1, 

rlr3wn from nature by ~ir. S. Daniell, ,viII shew better than 
<Illy description which I can gin\ the head-dress and the 
countcnanct: of a Kaifer, wiJo!'c features, I "ppn:: lu·nd. wili 
not lfI!t0usidcrcd as defidcnt ill point of sY"llu('lry, nor as iu
dicating any waut of intelligence. 

CirCtlUlci!jion of male children is llTli\'crsally praCli·w cl ~111lf)ng 
the Kuffel's, and is indcac1 the 'only exterior Illark tlltil ~ e( ' lIl s 

to remain of a rehgions or sacn ~(l ins titulioll . The Kant'r 
considers 11, Ill) \\'Cl'Cl', .,UJ!-!Tely as a duty wili t: 1L 1)(-' owes tu the 
memory of his an,cestors, a prescripti ve ClI~ttlill h:mdt·d d owli 
to him as an examp1e. \fhjch' l:)~ is honnd 10 f( )JlOIL He nei· 
tht'r a .... cribes the pl'actice"cif 'it to a priuciple of' ('kallliJl e~s. 
from whence in alrproba'biFtY 'i't ,. ~erjH·d irs oric-in , nor t.o alJY 
other cause 01' moti,'e, 'but , cOlltf;.nts hilllSl,lr hy pleadin,£!: 

ancieut \l:mge. A circumcis()f' is '3 pror~!:, :-,;j()n, amI J /J{:lIc\'(: 

the only one that exists ,among .the',Katfers. 'l'1J{ ~ tiute or 1'(:1''' 

forming tbe operation is ge~-crall'y at the age or eight or llillG 

,years. 'fhose wl~~ f~lIo~v ,the proJcs~i(Jn travel fr ' llli \·jllagc to 

"illagc, in qu~~~ ~ f!.f" ~~s~ncs",. cutting H1I tl l(' wale eJJilJn:n 
who may be o(a~])1:~~ .p,gt:: .:, DUJ'ing tile j irnc they n :IHain 

in a village. wJ!i:$.::·#i#i:';.~~el:g~i· or ten day~, to S('(~ that t.heir 
patients are ~?,~ '~~~>~i~,e in"itt'd to fe'lst !> a~tl cntcr-

" t ti " "llAA~ 'I':~'~tt" ;n', tammen s tOlU:: . . '. ,J:O~ .. ~".~', : 
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open to th root where they unite; from thence ~he instru
ment is passed down each 'ide to the framum, close along the 
edge of which the whole prepuce is divided into t.wo part t 

and entirely removed at the nuder sid. After the operation 
the boy adopts a small bag of lrather wbich exten little 
beyond the glans penis, fitted sufficiently tight to re n on 
without binding, though OIlle wear a heh to which the cover-

• ing is attacbed by a tring, 'fhe proj eting end of the purse 
or bag has a small shank about an 111ch in length, hy which 
it may more conveniently be drawn off; thi very slight and 
in dec nt covering, with the rlog , and other ornamental · ap
pendage , constitute the whole of. a Kaffefs summer dl'ess. 

He docs not wear any covering on llis head, which natuJ'c has 
clothed with the same kind of cuding hair as that of the Hot .. 
tentot. The circumstance of their having short hair hould 
seem to militate against the supposition of their Arabic origin; 
but their intermi:ture with the Hottentots and other neigh
bOUl'jng nations alollg th coast, might have produced this \Ta

riation ii'om their supposed origin; ana when a twist is once 
got into the hair, in a warm climate, it seems to increase 
with every generation. 'The Bastaards, or thQsc who an~ pro
duced between an European and a Hottentot, have strong 
curling hair, and are, except in color, f.ylike the Kaffer~. 
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wllo~ the inquiry j~ made, which was fHI' froIU bcinl2: our cnse 

in the pre-sent iusl."llcc. Thcldngbeing~lskcd if they hauany 
belief in a supernatural pO\\'l~r, and, jf so, what were their 
11otiollS co[)cel'Ding it? rcplieo, that they believed in the ex
istence; or some invjsible POWCl" that sometimes brought good 
and sometimes e"il upon th<..'m; it was this power that caused 
men to die suddenly, or befure they 'aITin:·d al'ycars of maltl

rity ; that raised the wind, and made thunder UIHl light.ning to 
frighten, and sometimes to kill them; that led the sun across 
the" world 10 the da)' ~ and the moon by night; and that made 
all .those things which they ('ould neit.her understand nor imi
tate. I then shewed him my watch; all(1 from his great SUl'~ 
prise it was clear he had never seen one before. On exalllin
ing attenti\·cly the mo\'emeuts, and observing that the motion 
was continued in his ow'n haluJs. he loo~ctl at the surround
ing ~pectators, amI pronounced cmphaticnl1y the wonl./cl'gas, 
wbich was echoed back with a nod of the head from the whole 
crowd. Concerning this woru the Hottentot interpreter (:ould 

,gN no other information than that it wa~ some influence of the 
.dead O\'cr the Ji\·ing in instigating and directing the actiolls of 
the laUer. He callcu it a ghost or spirit, and said it WIlS the 
l\:affer way of swearing. Jt 'uppeared that jf a Katier swore 
hy a dcr.eased relation, his ·oath was considered as invjolable. 
A pfo:mis~' ~as always held sacroo:"when a pit'ce of m.etal was 

·,'br.Oken. ,belween the parties; a.practicenot u~likc the breaking 

ofa.sixPe,n.?e between' ~,w,o pa~~,rig . lo\'ers, ~til! .~ept \lP in some 
'Countriplace' of f:uglaud. 'nia~.ihcs~,pid.pJelm\'t) not Qewil
tiered .tt;c;i.f. ',Jmaginat.ions sofa'f' ¢itb.;metapl1ysical ideas ·of'the 
im",uttalityof the soul, u., t~e ·rou.~'cl'vilir:c(~ p.r.tpf m~~~ind 
bas exercised the reasoning .faculties on this .ubj~~ '~ tbat . ' .s. . ." .... .... .. . . 
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their notions have been little directed towards a future state 
of existence, were clearly to be collected from his replies to 
various questions l)ut to him on those topics; but as lilLie 
information was likely to be gained on such abstruse points 
throug.h the medium of a Hottentot interpreter, the. co~versa
tion was turned to other subjects less embarrassing, and such 
,as came more immediately before the senses. 

Their skill in music is not above the lcyd of that of the Hot
tentots. They ha~tc ill fact no other instruments except the tW() 

10 usc amollg the latter, and a small wbjstJe made of the bone 
of some animal,and used sometimes foJ' gidng the necessary in
structions to their cattle 'when at a distance~ ; They seldom at
tempt to sing or to dance, and their performances of both are 
miserably had. A Kaflcrwqmun isonJyserious when she dances, 
and at such tim<:s her eye.s are constantly fixed on the grounu t 

and }Ie r whole bodysecms to be tJJrown into cOn1'ulsi\'c motioas. 

A greater degree of amusement appears to be Jerivcd by the 
women from the practice of tatooing, or marking the body by 
raising the epidermis from the cuticle; a custom that has been 
found to exist among most bfthe uncivilized nations inhabit
ing warm countries, and which may probabl:)' owe its origin 
to the paucity. of ideas to.keep the mental faculties ill exercise, . . 
and the want of means for the proper em.ployment of time. By 
slightly irritating the surface of the body. it;cllDvey. to the fecl
ings a plea~l\r&Qle sensation. J n Kaffe,l'land' it has passed into a 
~""ral f"~hi~Jl; :: Jilvery woman has", "",~skin; and their!"" 
~Cnr)jl y jt;thIs~"$c.Qi¢llY.e.tereised\iiltiveen the breasts 1IJ14 
·00 .,the arn~51 

"bJ.. 1., 



TRAVEI.S IN· 

The te1llpcr:lte manner in which these people live, tliei'i- ' 
simple diet alld tht: ir duly "proportioned quantity of cxcrc~SCt 

suhject thelll to few complaints. A limited number of sim
pks COI1JP()St~ the dispensary of all nations where physic is not 
a prores~i()u . The Kaffcrs make use of very few' plauts, and 

• these ' arc chiefly employed in embrocatiolls for sprains and 
bruises. The mother of Gaika was so soli citous tu proc ul"C 
from us a quantity of conllllOO salt, to be used as a purgati\tr, 
that she sent a person to 01:11" wa'ggons, fiftccn miles di~tant, 
for' a small quantity of this article. They do not SCC.1ll to he 
suh5ect to any cutaneoll :O> diseases. Tht~ small-pox WtiS once 
hrought alllong them hy a \' ('ssel lliilt was strandt,cI 0 11 their 
t.:oast, al111 the disonJer is suiu to "a\' ( ~ carriccl oft' grcu t t)lHT1-

bers. The marks of it were apparent. 011 tll( ~ faces o j'man,v 
of the eldcl' people.' They have IH.'ithcl' termented I l1lf di
stilled. liquors· to impair the constitution h.Y an improp(~r I h ( : 

of tliem. Tile- only two intoxicating cuticles of" hich they 
ha\"e any knowledge arc tobacco and hemp. The ct\cct:o:. 
produced from sllloaking the latter arc said to be fully as nar
cotic as those of opium, In the usc of this ,hug, as well a .. 
of tobacco, the oriental custom of drawing the smoke th rough 
,,'ater by means of the hookar, tliougb in a rude and less ele
gant manner, is still retained ' oy the Katrel~. The bowl of 
their eartbell-ware pipe is attached to the end of a thick reed 
whic'b passes obliquely through 000 side of an eland's born. 
ThiS born being filled· w.itb ,!,af.eT, the mouth'is .applied to its 
OpeD"",!. and .tbe smoke drawn,out,of the'reed is <J ualified and 
J'Codered ' leuacrid by its p~;""tougbthe water, '·.The 
Ho~tent(>ti dill\l,l'II . v\!r.y . ~ l aWri __ Il'y' fr()m . the Kaffe( 'in 11", 
cOoat~UCtioD oNt;; WpO~ · He,' r.edu~es the " ~4I.1> ,:~lengt1L 
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-~f. two inches, that two senses may at the same time recei\'e 
.tlle benefit and the gratificatio'n resulting from the practiu! 01 

-smuking. 

Few are the dietetic plants eulti,·ated u.Y the Kaffcrs. The 
.millet., called hy botauists the }to/ells ''19rglwmJ and a 'very large 
species of water~Jndon, seem to be the mo~t important . .arti
cles of their kitchen garden. Tile ~ami(J ciwrli,~, a. species of 
palm, grows wild in almost every part of the country, and is 
sometimes uSl'd, as a substitute for millet, to mix with milk 
a~ a kind of funnel),. P(cparatofY for thit; purpose the pith 
of the thick stem is buried .in the grouud for a month or five 
.weeks, till it u(.'comcs soft and short, so ,as 'casily to ,be r.e
.duccd to a pulpy c.onsist.ence. They cat also .the roots of the 
iri!:l edlllt.<;, auJ !.cyt'ral killlh of wild berries and leguminous 
pJaliLs. 

Had the Kaflcrs been more generally employed .in ti1)ing 
.the ground, tlwy would prohably before this ha\"c obtained a 
more compett~nt knowledge of the gell~l"d.l causes by which the 
vicissitudes of the seasons are produced. At present they 
know little more of astrollomy than that tile lUOOU in about 
thirty days will have gone through nil her . different phases; 
and that in about twelv.e mouns the same seasons will return. 
Their only chronology .is kept by the .moon·, and is regist.ered 
by notches in pieces of wood. It seldom ex.tends beyoud oue 
generation -till .U1C old series i/oi cancel1cd, ·and some grea t C'-CIlt, 

.s the death o( a favorite chief, 01" .tbc gaiuing of a vict.,fY 

."nes ·fur: ·l\·'ut;'l'.· :"'1a ., . ,.. 
z2 
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Not the least vestige of a written character is to be traceu· 
among -them; but their language appears to be the remains 
of something far beyond ,that of a s:wage nation. In the 
('nul1 (' iation it is soft, fluent, and harmonious; it has neither 
the monotonous mouthing of the savage, nor the nasal 110r 

guttural sounds that prevail in a~nfost all the European 
tongues. It is as different from that of the Hottentots 
as tbe latter is froll) the English. In a very few words, 
and these are .gcnerally proper names, they bave adoptcd the 
lJalatial clacking of the tongue used by the Hottentots. 
The mountains and rivers in the country, for instance, 8till 
retain tJu:jr Hottentot names; a circumstance which affords 
at least a prcsurnpti\tc proof that tllC Katlers were intruders 
upon this nation. It is siugular enou,gh that Iooth the one 
and the other should have obtained' a ualBC that I1 crcl' be
longed to them. The word Ko.ifer could not be prolloullced 
by one o( this nation, having no sound of the letter n in bis 
Janguage . . A · Kq[fl'ay, among the Indians, IS an infidel. a 
])sgan,. and was a geueral name applied by the early voyagers 
to those peopJe, jn wbam they did not perceive any features 

of a particu),i< ·religion; but the origin of the name of Hot
tentot serms not yet to ha\'e been ascertained. The KatI'ers 
call tlwlllselvcs Komdt, which . ~ord is prouounced by the 
Hallentots ,vith ' a · strong paliltiBl stroke of the tongue on 
tbefirst syllable. I am ignorap(!f the Kaffer.1anguage bears 
.ail ·analogy to any dialect, of· tb~ Arabie; ·but their word 
<liang f<lr the Bun, and some , otlil<rs" ,"Jlpearen to have an 
orientalderiva.tion. The f'ljlo,!iDj\lit~ specimen of ,the 
KaIf~ "' .... Wlse. .wi,tll . the .FillHii,inoUS .wards .ili. jha;\'of 
~. . . . 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

the Hottentots, may serve to shew how little rescmhlance 
they bear to "ach other. The hyphen. in the latter. e,· 
presses. the dental, and the circumflex the palatial, action 
"I' the tongue on those syllables over which they are placed. 

KAPFER. lJ OTT E NTOT. 

The Sun, Eliang,. Surrie. 
The Moon, Inyango, ki. 
The Stars, lmquemqueis., Korc. 
The Earth. Umc4bo, Koo. 
Air or light, ' Amaphoo,. K(')m. 

Fire, Leaw, Ei. 
Water, Amaanzee, Kiim. 
Thunder, Ezoolo, hoonoo. 
Lightning, Leaw Ezoolo" hoonoo-ei. 
Wind. Oomoi, qua. 
Rain, Impboola, TookaL. 
The Sea, Ooloanje, hurraD .. 

A Man. Abaantoo, Q.!!aina. 
A Woman, Omra .. , Q.!!aisha. 
An Ox, Incabai, MOOD. 

A Dog, Eenja, Tocna. 

T ... day, Emenie, Baaa.i. 
To-morrow, G·amtzo, Q.!!iitrie. 
One, £ooye, ~,.. 

Two, Zimbeenie,. Kam. 
Three, Zintate, gona. 
Four, . ZeenE;' haka. 
Five, Zincano, .' _ .. go ... 
·Six, ,Zintantaat, 


