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inventions in the history of man, and much beyond the genius
of a ‘Hottentot. He has done, however, all that he found to
be necessary by .a very few compound words, and by the
clacking with the tongue. In the first formation of his lan-
guage, nature seems to have been his guide. The cmakmw of
a frog is edsdy recognized in kraak or kraaie: the Iowmg of
an ox in 'mnoee ; the mewling of a cat in meaw ; ‘the neighing
of a horse in hake ; the breaking of the sea upon the shore in
hurroo ; all of which are correspondent words in the Janguage
of this people. Many instances, besides these, sufficiently prove
that the names of physical objects were adopted in imitation of
the sounds prooeeding from such objects as they were meant
to express. In the origin of their language they might per-
haps be still closer imitations. 'The enunciation of sounds is
liable to undergo many alterations in passing from one genc-
ration to another, even among nations that have the means of
catching the nice inflexions of voice, and of handing them
down, in a visible form, to posterity.

The genius of a language is frequently . discoverable m the
application of new words to new ideas. The Hottentots who
had never seen nor heard the report of a gun before their un-
fortunate connection with Europeans, had a new word to in-
vent in order to express it. They called it kaboo, and pro-
nounced the word in so empbatxc'a manner that it was scarcely
pussmle to mistake their meaning. The ka is thrown out with
a strong palatial stroke of the. *ton,gue, in imitation of the
sound given by the stroke of the' flint against the cover of the
pan; and with outstretched hps, a full mouth, and pw}cmged_
sound, the.bes seads forth the report.  This language at first
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appears to be of such a nature as to make it impossible for
an European cver to acquire ; the difficnlty, however, which
is chiefly occasioned by the action of the tongue, is soon
sumnounted. Most of the Dutch peasantry in the distant
districts speak it; and many of them are so very much ac-
customed to the use of it, that they introduce into their own
language a motion of the organ of speech sufliciently distinct
to shew from whence it was procured.

Notwithstanding the inhuman treatmment that the Hottentots
experience from the Dutch farmers, the latter could ill dis-
pense with the assistance of the former ; and, were they sen-
sible of their own interest, and the interest of their posterity,
mstead of oppressing, they would hold out to them every
cnconragement. To guard their numerous herds; to drive
them from place to place in search of food aud water, some-
times on plains which produce not a shrub to screen them
from the scorching rays of an alinost vertical sun at one part
of the year, or to afford them a shelter from the cold winds,
frost, and snow that happen in the other, would ill agree
with the temper or with the constitution of the colonists; yet
should the present system of oppression continue, the time
cannot be far distant when their own children must take upon
them the charge now committed to flottentots. "T'he price of
slaves is too high. In the whole district of Graaff Reynet
there are not more than six or seven bundred blacks, or about
one to each family ; but it cnrit;;ins about 10,000 Hottentots
great and small, The total number of this people in the
whole coleny’ may bé about fifteen thousand. Broken up
and dispersed as thetnbt's of this nation now are, few of their-
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ancient usages are retained among theuwr.  H they ever had a
rcligion of any sort, all traces of it are now lost : they marry
without any kind of ceremony, and inter their dead in the
same¢ manner; but they shave the head on the death of a
Chief, or near relation.  One customn, however, still remained,
which scemed to be pretty generally observed : this was that
of shaving the beads of young girls as soon as the first symp-
toms of maturity began to appear; at the same time all the
ornaments worn on the neck, legs, and arms are removed,
and the bod y for once in their life clean washed and scoured ;
and, during the continuance of the periodical sympioms,
they are restricted to a milk diet, and not suffered to mix in
the company of men.

On the morning of the 20th of August we left the Zwart-
kop’s river, and, proc:eeding'to the eastward about twenty
miles, crossed a ford of the Sunday river, and encamped upon
its bank. At this place it was broad and dcep, and without any
perceptible current. The whole course of the river as far as
we traced it was buried in thick woods that extended from
fifty to a hundred yards from the margin of the water upon
each bank. The trees consisted chiefly of the Karroco mi-
mosa, a species of rhus, and a narrow-leafed willow. The
water was considerably impregnated with salt. At the feet
of the bills, indeed, near. which it flowed, were abundant
heaps of a white saline substance of a light and frothy nature ;
and from the under surfaces of the projecting strata of rotten
sand-stone were'suspended a great quantity of saline stalactites,
whose bases were tinged of a gréenish color, perhaps from their
being impregnated with a solution of copperas or green vitriol. -
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On the banks of this river we were disturbed in the night,
for the first time, by a troop of clephants that had intended to
quench their thirst near the place where we were encamped ;
but, finding the ground already occupied, they turned quietly
away without molesting us. The following morning we pur-
sucd them by the track of their feet into an extensive
thicket, in the dcpths of which several of these huge
animals made their appearance at a distance ; but we were
not lucky enough, after a chace of many hours, to kill any of

them.

The following day we travelled near thirty miles over a wild
uninhabited part of the country, covered chiefly with shrubby
plants of the same nature as those that grew so abundantly.
between Graaff Reynet and Zwart-kop's river, but in general
taller, and of more luxuriant growth. We crossed in fact an
arm of the same forest, through which a road had been cut
just wide enough to admit the waggons. DBeyond this forest
the face of the country was beautifully marked with knolls
and dells, finely chequered with clumps of evergreen trees
and patches of shrubbery. Between the swells were level
meadows covered with grass of a coarse rushy nature, and en-
riched with copious springs of good water. In the evening
we encamped on the Bogiesman’s river, and the next day pro-
cceded easterly to the Hassagai-bosch river, whose source is
in a small hanging forest on the declivity of the Rictberg.
This long range of hills began here to spread and divide itself
into a mumber of inferior elevations that cortinued to the
castern extremity of the colony, where they lost themselves in
the high banks of the Great Fish-river.

2
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On the Hassagai-hosch river stood the second habitation that
had occurred in the Jast three days’ journey, and we were here
informed that there was no other to the eastward. The coun-
try that lies between the Sunday river and the castern limit of
the coloiy, and between the Rietberg and the sea-coast, is
called the Zuure Veldt, or sour grass plains. In its appear-
ance it is the most beautiful division in the swhole district,
heing well wooded and watered, having a great depth of good
soil, and a thick covering of grass. Till the shameful rupture
between the peasantry and the Kaffers, occasioned entirely by
the injustice and tyranny of the former, Zuure Veldt was one
of the best-peopled divisions in the district, but since that
time it has been nearly abandoned.

It now became necessary to make sonrc arrangement for our
projected journey into the country of the Kaffers. Scveral teams
of oxen for the waggons and relayshad indeed already been sent
to us, according toappointment, by the farmers,who had also as-
sembled to the number of thirty or forty persons, all expecting
to accompany us on the intended expedition. When itwas first
made known to the two members of the council that it might
be necessary for us to proceed into the country of the Kaflers,
as far as the residénce of their king, they immediately proposed
as a nccessary precadtion for security, to take along with
us. a party of twenty arm'e'd meén. It was.in vain to convince
them that ‘twenty armed men in the heart of a-country which
could’ brmg almost as many thousands into the field, were no
better defence than four; that ‘by multiplying our numbers
we  should Imrbahly multiply the danger of giving offence ;
that the Kaffers were not to be considered in fhe same light
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as the Bosjesmans beyond the Sncuwberg, in expeditions
against whom they bad been accustomed to Join; but that on
the contrary, as far as the best accounts eould be depended
on, they were a ild, rational, and in some degree a civil-
ized people, who had on all occasions afforded protection to
such colounists travelling in their country as had made proper
applications to their sovereign for it. The story of some
Dutch farmer hbaving been murdered in Kafler-land, where he
had gone for the sake of exchanging trinkets for cattle, had
got bold of their inds, and it was no easy matter to make
them conceive the difference between our going officially, in
the service of government, to the Kaffer king, and the case
of a man clandestinely entering the country with a view of
carrying on an illicit tratliic with its subjeets.  From the mo-
ment these men were informred of our intentions they bhad
daily teazed the Jandrost with their proposal of twenty men,
tifl at length it was found nccessary to silence their applica-
tion by saying, that if they bad any apprebensions as to their
personal’ safety they were at {ull liberty to return to Graaff
Reynet. ‘Though nothing more was said on the subject, there
was reason to suppose that the farmers bad been assembled
by the Hemraaden for the purpose of accompanying us. To
a Dutch peasant a jaunt from home, on a hunting excursion,
or to explore new regions, is supreme felicity : but any safe
opportunity of getting into the Kaffer country, so abundant
in cattle, was not to be resisted. Some of the farmers it was
absolutely necessary to take along with us, as none of our
own party were acquainted with a single step of the country.
"T'hose that secmed to be the most proper for this purpose were,
an-old man from Upper Zuure Veldt, and Rensburg, one of the
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companions of Jacob Van Reenen, who, a few yecars before
had procecded along the eastern coast in search of the unfor-
tunate passengers and crew of the Grosvenor Indiaman that
was wrecked on the shore of the Hamboonas. This at least
was the ostensible objcct of that journcy.

Rensburg was on many accounts a desirable companion on
the present occasion. He was well acquainted with the coun-
try: he was an excellent marksman; and he was accompa-
nied by an old Hottentot that was still better; from this
man he gencrally reckoned upon a beast for cvery ball.
Two or three others juined us in the evening at the place
of our encampment, under pretence of looking after the
oxen which they had furnished for drawing the waggons;
and the first night that we passed in Kaffer-land, the num-
ber of peasants, that had contrived to smuggle themsclves
into that country, amounted to ten.

We had not travelled many miles beyond the Iassagai.
bosch river till the appearance of the whole surface of the
country in flames indicated our approach to some of the
stations of the Kaflers, We pitched our tents in fact at
night on the. banks of the Kareeka, amidst several hundreds
of these people, who, on our advaﬁcmg, came swarming out
of the thick shrubbery that skirted the river. A party of
women were the first who advaneed to salute us, laughing
and dancing round the waggnns, and puttmg on all the
coaxing - manmara t.hey wuld ;nvﬁnt, with a view of pro-
curing” from ‘us mme tohacm ‘and bmss buttons. Good
humour, animation; and & clu.erfnl turn of mind,. bsamcd
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conspicuously in all their countenances. They appeared
to us to be modest without rescrve ; extremely cunous
without being troublesome; lively but not impudent; and
sportive without the lcast shadow of lasciviousness. Their
personal charms, it is true, were not of a very captivating
nature, though, getting over the prejudice of color, which
was that of a dark glossy brown verging on black, several
of them might be accounted as handsome. The rapid move-
ment of their dark sparkling eyes gave animation to their
countenances : their teeth were beautifully white and re-
gular; they had neither the thick lips nor the flat noses of
African negroes; and the whole contour of the face and
head was equally well formed as that of Europeans. But
the most striking feature in their character was a degree of
sprightliness, activity, and vivacity, that distinguished them
from the women of most nations that are but little advanced
in civilization, and who are generally reserved to strangers,
Bordering upon the country of the Hottentots, their manners,
their persons, and their whole character, seemed to be as
widely removed from this phlegmatic race as the equator is
from the pole. The Hottentot young wemen had much the
advantage, however, of the Kaffers in point of figure. The
latter ‘were mostly of low stature, very strong-limbed, and
particularly ‘muscular in the leg; but the good humor that
constantly beamed upon their countenmances made ample
amends for any defect in their personal accomplishments.

The men, on the contrary, were the finest figures I ever

beheld :" they were tall, robust, and mascular; their habits of

lite bad induced a firmpess of carriage, and an open, manly
2
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demeanor, which, added to the good nature that overspread
their features, shewed them at once to be equallv uncon-
scious of fear, suspicion, and treachery. A young man about
twenty, of six feet ten inches high, was one of the finest
figures that perhaps was ever. created. He was a porfect
Hercules ; and a cast from his body would not bave dis-
graced the pedestal of that deity in the Famese palacc.
Many of them had indeed very much the appearance of
bronze. figures. Their skin, which was ncarly black, and
thell‘.ﬁh{n't curling hair, were rubbed over with a solution of
red ochre, and the tint it produced on the dark giound was
very far from having any disagreeable efifcct. Some few
were covered with skin-cloaks, but the greater part were
entirely naked. The women wore long cloaks that extended
below the calf of the leg; and their heads were covered with
leather-caps ornamented with beads, with shells, and with
picces of polislicd copper and iron, that were disposed in a
wvariety of forms; but the fashion of the cap was nearly the
same in all.

‘We distributed a ﬁuan‘tii y of tobacco among the women,
who carried it as a wclcome present to their fathers and
husbands, who had not pmved such successful pleaders as
'I!:he females. 'In the - evemng they sent us in return some
baskets of milk. Tlicse basi\.ets ‘were made from a species
of cypem, a strong reedy. grass that. grew ia the springs
of Zuaure Veldt, The workmanship was' exceedingly clever
and neat, ‘and “the fexture so cldﬁ hat - they were cap’able
of containing ﬂ;p thmnfm Auid. ‘_.'I‘hc women mfmmed us
wat ‘the making of these baskets Was one part-of " their
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cmployment; and they seemed to feel a pleasure in our
admiration of them. They were all nearly made after
one model, which in shape was that of a commen bechive.
As they arc never washed nor cleaned, the milk thrown
into them almost immediately coagulates, in which state
it is always used by this pcople, and never pure and sweet
as taken from the animal. Mr. Vaillant’'s assertion of their
washing their milk-baskets with urine, in order to make it
speedily coagulate, is wholly without foundation, and may
be reckoned as one of those happy inventions of his brilliant
fancy which are profusely scattered through the pages of his
entertaining book. 1laving no bread, nor vegetables, nor
roots, but such as grow spontaneously in the country, and
seldom killing any of their cattle for the sake of the flesh,
the nccessity of taking something solid into the stomach led
them, perhaps, to adopt this manner of drinking their milk; and
the best proof of its nutritious quality, in such a state, was
the general healthy appearance and vigor of their persons.

Towards the sctting of the sun the whole plain was covered
with cattle, which in vast berds were brought in from every
quarter at the signal of command, given by a particular kind
of whistling noise made with the mouth ; at another whistle
the milch-cows separated from the herd, and came forward to
have their milk drawn from them. 'T'his operation, and the
management of the dairy, form a part of the employment of
the men. In the morning a different kind of whistle sent
thein out to graze. In fact the Kaffers and their cattle
scemed perfectly to understand each other.

VaLi I: 13
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Though at this place there could not be fewer than three
hundred men and women, exclusive of a numerous troop of.
young boys and girls who werc ordered by their parents
to keep at a distance ; yet not a hut of any kind was to
be seen. Their dwellings were all concealed in the midst of
the shrubbery, consisting only of a few living Ltwigs, whose
tops werc bent and interwoven into each other, forming a
frame, of the shape of a parabola, about five feet high-and
eight in diameter. These frames were rudely covered over
~with branches of trecs and long grass, and were evidently
intended only as temporary abodcs.

A chief of the name of Toolcy paid us a visit, drank a few
glasses of wine which he scemed very much to relish, and
received a small present of beads and tobacco; but the
- object that scemed most to engage his attention was the
wish to procure for himsclf a pair of breeches. Among
- our party were a few tolerable stout and tall men, yet none
of their breeches would admit of Tooley’s thighs. He was a
strong muscular man, of six feet in height, and remarkably
well made. He was good-humored and cheerful, but did
pot appear to be possessed of much intellect. Ie deelined
entering into any conversation that led to the purport of our
journey, and said that his brother Malloo, who was one of
the_ first of the Kaffer chiefs, would talk to us on that subject.
An eXpress was thereforé sent for Malloo, who was at a little
distance ‘on the upper part of the river. It was not long be-
fore he made his appearance, followed by a third chicf of the
name of Etonie.
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In a conversation with these chiefs, they were ashed
whether they were not acquainted with the treaty that
had been made a long timc azo between the Christians
and Kailers, and renewed at the conclusion of the late
hostilities, which treaty had fixed the Great Fish river
as the line of demarcation between the two nations? Mal-
loo, who spoke for the rest, replied, that they knew it
very well.  If so, it was demanded why they Lad infringed
that treaty by passing the said river and taking posses-
sion of the country belonging to the colonists, to the great
injury of the latter, who had bcen obliged to quit their
habitations 7 Malloo replied in a manner that shewed he
was prepared to answer—that there were no habitations
in that part of the country where they had fixed themselves ;
and as to their motive for passing the boundary, he could
only say, for his own part, that he had come over for one of
the rcasons that had carried the colonists first after the treaty
into the Kaffer country, which was that of hunting for

gamec.

What this clief stated in his reply was perfectly correct.
The Dutch peasantry have not only gone into the Kaffer
country since the ycar 1793, to hunt for the larger sort
of game, particularly the hippopotamus, which abouads in
all the great rivers of that country, but all those who
dwell near the extremity of the colony, near the Great
Fish river, bave always used, and still continue to consider,
the Kaffer side of the river as their own, have sown, and
planted, and driven over their cattle to graze. Some of- the
inhabitants of Bruynijes Hoogt¢ had even gone amongst the

' ' R 2
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Ghonaquas, a tribe of pcople produced between Kaffers and
Hottentots, but living under the former; had taken posses-
sion of the choicest part of their country, well watered by two
plentiful streams, the Kat and the Kaapna ; had laid out the
extent of ground that each meant to occupy; planted vines and
otherfruits; and, making themselves certain that the avaricious
and unjustvicws of thegovernment would keep equal pace with
their own, joined by twenty or thirty names that they con-
trived to muster from different parts of the colony, they had
the audacity to petition Sir James Craig to grant them, as
an indemnification for their losses by the Bosjesmans and the
Kaffers, a small piece of ground on the Kaapua; and that
it would still farther oblige them if he could extend it to the
Kat river. This small picce of ground is only about five-and-
forty miles beyond the present boundary. The daring and
impudent falsehoods on which the letter was grounded were
easily seen through by Sir James Craig, and their petition
was very properly rejected. The eyes, in fact, of the colo-
nists bave long been directed towards the two rivers, the
Kat and the Kaapna. A native voyager in this country,
whose mind seemed only to be occupied in hunting clephants,
shooting sea-cows, and collecting gold dust, could not pass
without noticing this part of Kaffer-land. In a journal,
which has been published by Captain Rio, it is observed :
# We came to a vast plain extending as far as a river called
* Kaapna, or fine meadows, which name it highly merits
« from jts delightful situation. The whole country is idter-
« sected with rivulets capuble of overflowing the adjacent
“ meadows, and - possesses every requisite for becoming a
“ most convenient and charming scitlement.” Such a dcécri p-
<)

-
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tion was sufficient to send a Dutch farmer as far as the
Tambookies, if he could only be persuaded there would
be no personal danger. Such are the views of those people,
who have neither sense of honor, regard for truth, or feelings
of justice or humanity to direct their proccedings.

The chicfs were told, that if some few of the colonists had
been so imprudent as to transgress the treaty, they had done
it contrary to the express orders, apd without the knowledge,
of government : that the colony was now in the possession of
a great and powerful sovercign, the king of England : that
one of his first chiefs had deputed us to say, that the esta-
blished boundary should be observed on the part of the
colonists ; but he expected also that all those chiefs, who
had spread themsclves over the country of the colonists,
with their families, and dependants, and cattle, would,
without any further delay, quictly and peaceably return
into their own country ; and, as a proof of the good intentions
and friendship of the English government towards the
Kafler nation, we werc now on our journey to their great
chief, or king Gaika, carrying for him a present from the
English governor at the Cape.

On hearing this, the Kafler chiefs were apparently uncasy;
and it was soon discovered that they not only were on bad
terns with the king, but that they had been obliged to fly
their country in order to avoid the effects of his displeasure.
They now began to change their former tone, and to entreat
that an intercession should be made for them with their king,
and gave a promise, on condition of a messenger of peace
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being sent to them, immediately to return into their own
country. Such a mcessenger is known by this people from
his laying his hassagai or spear on the ground at the distance
of two hundred paces from those to whom he is sent, and by
advancing from thence with extended arms.  Being assured
that every attempt to bring about an amicable adjustment
between the king and the fugitive chiefs would be tried, and
that from the apparent willingness, on their part, to a recon-
ciliation, there could be littlc doubt of success, they re-
ceived each a small present, consisting of tobacco, knives,
flints, and steels, tinder-boxes, and a few glass beads.
These are the sort of articles which the Duteh furnmers have
been in the habit of cxchanging for their valuable breed of
cattle.

The three chiefs were all stout, well-formed men; but
Etonie in particular might be accounted handsome : he had
a lively pleasing countenance, that always wore a smile, his
cyes were vivid and active, his teeth were white as the
purest ivory, and his nose was not in the least flattened,
but exactly of the same form as that of the Europcan.
In their dress they had nothing particular to distinguish
them from those they commanded,.except a slender brass
chain which hung suspended on the left side, from a wreath
of small polished copper beads that encircled the upper part
of the bead. They wore long cloaks of calves’ skins, which,
being well stretched and dressed, were very light and pliant.
Broad rings of ivory, cut out of the solid tusk of the clephant,
were worn upon the left arm, above the elbow. Bragelets of
copper and of iron surrounded their wrists, and rings of these



metals were also worn on the legs above the ankles. Glass
beads surrounded their.necks ; and many of the men had
porcupine quills stuck through the ear. Some few bad a
pair of the wings of the Numidian crane fastened onc on
each side of the head by a leather thong: and others had
cows' tails bound to the leg a little below the knee.

Neither had the wives of the chicfs any distim,tion of dress
from the rest o{ the women.  They all wore caps, made of
skins, sitting close 1o the head, and hanging behind, and down
each side, in long divided flaps. Each scemed to have deco-
rated their dress, without any fixed order, as caprice had sug-
gested, or as their cireninstanees would allow.  Small beads
of copper, rings of iron, brass buttons, old knec-buckles, or
whatsoever mectallic material had fallen into their hands,
found a place on some part of their dress.  Some had a brass
button stuck in one ear, and in the other a string of glass
beads or a shell.  They had no change of habit, but each
carried her whole wardrobe about her person. Some had
not fewer than fifty different strings of necklaces about the
neck ; a number of rings round their legs and arms of
copper and iron; and on their calf-skin cloaks were stitched
several rows, from top te bottom, of old buttons, as various
in shape, size, and fashion, as a button-maker’s card. Some
had festoons of small cyprza shells round their caps; others
had ‘made them into bracelets and necklaces. Suspended
from the neck most of them carried the shell of a small land
tortoise, (the testudo pusilla,) which held a quantity of red
ochre, and a thin piece of leather to rub it upon their faces.
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"The young boys were perfectly naked ; and the only orna-
ment about them was a small tuft of the long white hair from
the rump of the springbok, which was stuck upon the crown
of the head.

On the second of September we skirted the banks of the
Kareeka, towards the sca-shore, perpetually passing through
multitudes of Kaffers and their herds of cattle.  Of the latter
the collected opinion of the party was, that there could not
have been fewer seen, in the course of this day’s journey,
‘than five thousand hcad. Among these were oxen of remark-
able size and strength, vast numbers of cows, in gencral
much larger and handsomer than those of the colony, some
of them not unlike the Alderney cow ; others were without
horns, small and strong, resembling the black cattle that
come down from the Ilighlands of Scotland. 'The horns of
the la.rcre axen were twisted with great pains into a variety of
shapes. The points of some were brought to meet under the
‘neck ; others were drawn into straight lines projecting hori-
zontally from each side of the head; some had one horn
pointed duecdy into the air, and the other to the ground;
and others, rising parallel from their bases, had their points
turned back, which gave them the appearancc of huge
antelopes. Some had large circular pieces cut out of thc
dewlap ; others ‘had this part cut into strings, and hanging
in tassels. Not a sheep nor goat were to be seen. The
Kaffets,m ﬁmt-. never breed any of these animals. Dogs in in-
jnumea-abie guentitics made their appearance, but so miserably
poor that it was painful to’ look at. them. They seemed
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to be a small kind of cur.  They had no horses. Dogs and
cattle were the only animals they possessed.

A rising eminence between the Bosjesman and Kareeka
rivers, which at this place were not very distant, commanded
a beautiful view of the surrounding country, and a great ex-
tent of sca-coast. From these clevated plamns a sudden de-
pression of the earth descends towards the sca-shore, and par-
ticularly betwecn the mouths of the two above-mentioned
rivers.  The ground has here been rent and torn into vast
chasms, separated by high ridges of rude and massy rock.
The glens were choaked up with thick, tall shrubbery, and
the smaller kinds of the trees of the country. These wild
and dismal dens, of many miles in extent, were considéred
by Rensberg, the person before mentioned, as the nursery of
clephants, where, he asserted, he had once seen in one troop
between four and five hundred of these enormous brutes,
scouring the plains, and making for the forests.

Several of the persons with me pretended to have been eye-
witnesses to the manner in which clephants performed the
connubial rites ; and they invariably asserted that, agreeably
to the old accredited story, the female went down on her
kneés to receive the male, which, however, is not the fact.
The manner in which this huge animal contrived to propa-
gate the specics is a subject that has long engaged the closet-
naturalists of Europe, and which has produced many strange
opinions and bypotheses. Some imagined that, notwithstand-
ing the grossness of the body, the feclings of this animal
wera so dclicate, and others, that its sense of slavery was so

“YOL. 1. 8
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powerful, that shame in the ona instance, and indignation in
the other, were impediments to their indulging, in a domesti-
cated state, in the gratifications of love. Such-like hypothe-
ses, founded on false suggestions of travellers, have of late
been most completely set aside by facts performed in the
presence of many hundred spectators. Several English gen-
tlemen, resident in_the interior parts of India, have bred elc-
phants. In a letter from one of these gentlemen to his fuiend,
datéd Tipperah, July 11, 1793, and now published, the whole
-process of courtship, consummation, and time of gestation,
are minutely stated.  From this letter the following are points
that appear to be most unquestionably ascertained.

‘First: That tame elephants will procreate in their domestic
state, _and_- perform the act of love without shame, and with-
out feeling any sense of delicacy beyond other brutc animals.

‘ Sc&qndly': That the period of gestation is about twenty-
one months |

Thar&iy aj: they.copuiate mvarianiy in the same man-
ner as a horse thb a.mare, but with much less vigor. And,

t‘_' ; sportive, @.ncy of’ that cclebrated‘ gwtmmq
-of a mock-heroic poem, inrwhichy! thmlgh
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very short, the marks of exuberant imagiuation stronely ap-
pearcd. llc intitles it Pelion and Ossa.

¢ Asin Jovc’s war, by rebel giants pil'd,

¢ Enormous Pclion tower’d on Ossa wild,

« Bebadur thus, the Pelion of our wood,

¢ On sleck Peauree, broad as Ossa, stood,” &',

The gigantic elcphant is a barmless animal in comparison to
the lion, the leopard, wolves, and hywnas, and other beasts of
prey with which this wild and rugged part of the country
abounds ; and these even are much less dreaded than a nest
of the most atrocious villains that ever disgraced and dis-
turbed society, which these thickets conceal. The gang con-
sists. of seven or cight Dutch peasants, and a body of armed
Ilottentots which they retain in their service.  They have no
fixed babitation, but rove about from place to place in the
woods. They live by the plunder taken from the ncigh-
houring peasantry, and from unfortunate sufferers by ship-
wreck, which frequently happeus on this wild coast. They
are all outlaws; and rewards have been offered by govern-
ment for taking them dead or alive ; but the peasantry are so
much afraid of them that nonc dare approach the place.
This gang is supposed to be intimately connected with the
emigrant Kaffers, and to have instigated them to continue
their abode in the colony.

On the morning of the third of September, as we were pre-
paring to proeeed, we had a visit from the four chicfs, Tatchoo,
Conviea, Y alovsa, and Hamboona, having cach with him a detach-
ment of his vassals. -They at once confesscd their fears of res
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ascont, whicn was near a inile ‘in"lcpgth, Hut was unable to
be moved a step higher. Alter an hour’s trial; brumng_ and
fatiguing the oxcn to no purpt)sc theg, had recoursc to the
mcthud that ought in the first dnstancg, to havé" bee(a adopted,
The reserved oxen were. ;led beﬁ)r‘g\ the others,"and thus,
by double tcams, the waggons were, af last: drawn out of this
horrible ‘chasm ; not, howcver, without producing an instance
of bmtahty and, cruclty that “will scarcely be supposed to
exist m a LOUI'}tT‘y that has any pretensions to Clhh&;tu}u
While the poor animals were strugg 2ling and tearing on their
knees, and L\(itmn' their ktluwtll to the nt{nost to. draw up
the w annom  the owner of onc 'Df the tvaxri‘s , enraged at their
want of success, drew outof its Lase a- hrge cmoked kuaife
with a sharp point, and fixing on oneof the oxen for the ob-
ject on which he might give vent to his?fd‘r_y, cut him with se-
veral gashes across the ribs, in the ﬂ:_mk, and in the fleshy
part of the thigh, some of them from six“to seven inches long,
and so deep that when the animal walked they opened two
inches in width.  The size of the wounds is not wentioned
loosely for the sake of cxng;_-;m'utioﬁ, but is given from actual
weasurement.  The ribs werce literally laid bare, and the blood
ran down in strecams ; yet i this cmxdluon t“heépcsm bf-‘u.bt was
uhlurcd to draw in the waggon for the spacc oftﬁame hﬁulb,
after having reccived such brutal treatment. B’y two of the
gashes a large piece. of flesh was very neﬂrly taken out
of the thick part of the thigh: and had it not becﬂ for the ir-
ritable state of mind into which the savage c.ondm.t of the
icllow had thrown me, but more particularly Jest it shuuld
secni to give a kind of countenance to his brutality, 1 shﬁuld
have asked him to have cut it cntirely out, as it could
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not materially have encreased the pain to the beast ; not for
the sake of proving the delicacy of an Abyssinian beef-stcak,
quivering with life, but to have obscrved the progress of the
wound. In three or four days the gashes were skinned over,
and appearcd to give the animal little uncasiness, but the ci-
catrices would always remain ; and from these sort of scars on
the bodies of many of the oxen, it is to be feared that cutting
15 a practice but too common among them, unotwithstanding
that most of the peasantry of the party seemed to be shocked
at it.  This was the sccond instance of the kind that I had
occasion to witness in the course of this tour; the other was
perhaps the more cruel, as it was exercised on parts of the
body more susceptible of pain, namely, the nose and ti:
tongue. In the latter instance the animal bellowed most
hidcously, burst from the yoke, and plunging into the thick-
cts, made his. escape. Even in the neighbourhood of the
Cape, where, from a more extended civilization, one would
expect a greater degree of humanity, several atrocious acts of
the kind are notoricus.  One of the mmhabitants, better known
from his wealth and his valgarity than from any good quality
he possesses, boasts that he can at any time start his team
on a full gallop by whetting his knife vnly on the side of the
waggon. In exhibiting this masterly experiment, the effect
of a long and constant perseverance in brutality, to some of
his friends, the wageon was overturned, and one of the com-~
pany, unluckily not the proprietor, had his leg broken. 1lot-
tentot’s Holland's kloof, a steep pass over the first range of
mountains bevoud the promontory of the Cape, has been the
scene of many an instance of this sort of cruelty. 1 ha\'elﬁ_
heard a fellow' boast that, after cutting and slashing one of
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his oxen in this kloof] till an entire piece of a foot square did
not remain in the whole hide, he stabbed him to the heart;
and the same person is said, at another time, to have kindled
a fire under the belly of an ox, becausc it could not draw the
waggon up the same kloof.

If, indeed, after lashing these poor creatures with an
enormous whip, the philegm of a Dutcl: boor so far gets the bet-
ter of his passion, on sceing that his beast is completely
cxhausted, that instead of drawing his knife, or kindling a
fire under in its belly, he unyokes it, the chances are still ten
to one the animal never rises more. The moment it is left
alonec a flock of the Ilgyptian vultures, and the still more
voracious vulturine crows, arc sure to tear it in picces, making
it undergo a most crucl and protracted death. 1saw aninstance
of this kind that was really shocking to the feelings of huma-
nity. On the only great and public road, leading from Cape
Town towards Rondchosch, a road that at least a thousand
people, of one description or another, pass in the course of
the day, I observed an ox lying, in the midst of the way,
and within two miles of the town, with part of the bowels torn
out of the belly. The third day after this 1 passed the same
way, and the ox was still alive with its head erect, and the
bowels lying on the ground beside it ; and thus it might have
lain to linger away with pain and hunger, perhaps as many
days more, had I not requested the chief officer of the police
to send a person aund dispatch it. The habitude which the
- people of this colony necessarily acquire in-witncssing in-
atances of cruelty on human as well as brute creatures, can-
“not fail to produce a tendency to hardness of heart, and to
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stifle feelings of tendcrness and benevolence. In fact the
rigour of justice is rarely softened with the balm of mercy.
All criminals, condemned to suffer the punishment of death,
arc afterwards hung in chains close to the public road, to be
cateu by the crows and vultares. © And, under the old govern-
ment, when a slave had been guilty of murdering a colonist,
implacable rancour, not satisfied with putting in practice
every species of torture that malignant and diabolical inge-
nuity could invent, as long as any signs of life remained in
the criminal, sentenced him to be torn limb from limb, and
the several parts to be hung upon posts erected for the pur-
pose in the most public parts of the high road. Many of
such posts still remain, rather as deplorable memorials of
what vindictive malice could invent, than as examples for
preventing similar crimes.

As it was our inteution to examine the mouth of the Great
Tish river, the boundary of the colony to the eastward, it was
thought advisable to send forward, in the mean time, two inter-
preters to the Kaffer kmg, carrying with them a small present
in the name of the governor of the Cape, in order to obtain
permission, as embassadors ﬁ‘om the said governor, to enter his
territories, and to pay‘abur respeoﬁs to him. By this step we
were not only y more lfkcly to.secure his protection, but it would
also shew him that the trcaty maﬁe with them in the time of
the gwemor Van Pieﬂcnbe‘;wtj id renewed in the year 1793,
was' held sacred by the Lugim? gavertm:ent The dlstauce
from the p}ace where WO DOW: wem 10 ﬂiat of his resﬂenca was
caloulated to be a journey of ﬁ&fc days ; the e:ghth day there+
fore was fixed ou for the interpreteis to meet g i K affer-land
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at a certain spot, wcll known to them and to our guide Reps-
berg, which was a iournev of two davs’ distance from the
Kaffer court.

On the fourth, therefore, the interpreters proceeded to the
eastward, and we directed our route towards the mouth of the
Great Fish river. The country over which we passed wus per-
fectly flat; and in those parts where the Kafiers had not yet
been, there was abundance of long grass. On approaching
the sca-coast we observed a long train of fires, and, supposing
them to have been made by a party of Kaffers stationed
there, we turned a little out of the way towards the quarter
from whence the smoke proceeded ; but being to leeward of
it, and the wind encreasing, the waggons were in the midst of
the fire before we were aware of being so close upon it ; and
the smoke was so thick and acrid, that it was impossible to
sce the length of the team. The oxen, being burnt in the fect,
became unmanageable, and galloped off in great confusion,
the dogs howled, and there was a general uproar. 'The smoke
was suffocating; the flames blazed up on each side of the
waggons, creating no small degree of alarm, as most of .them
contained a quantity of gunpowder. The oxen, however, ei-
ther by sagacity, or by chance, had set their heads against
the wind, and soon.galloped through it. - The flames ran in
all directions among the long dry grass ‘and heatby plants
with incredible celerity. The face of the country for several
miles was a shect of fire, and the air was obscured with a
cloud of smoke. - We had yet a considerable extent of coun~
try to pass among black ashes, beyond which we presently
reached the mouth of the Great Fish river, where we pitched
our tents for the night.

VOL. I. T
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Like all the African rivers that discharge themselves into the
sea on the castern coast, the mouth of the Great Iish river was
nearly sunded up. The quantity, however, of water brought
down by its stream, is sufficient to keep open a constant
chanucl, which, at the lowest ebb, seemed to be deep enough
in cvery part for the admission of large boats. Within the
bar of sand it was from three to four hundred yards in width,
and appearcd to be very deep. The Portuguese, in their
earliest %oyages, discovered this river, and gave to it the
name of Rio Infanté; and, persuaded that it might admit of
being made a place of sccurity for their shipping within the
bar, they built a fort upon the left bank, and kept there a
small establishment for a short time ; but the subsequent dis-
covery of Rio de la Goa, farther to the north-east, promising
more solid advantages, induced them to abandon Rio Infanté.
The banks descended with a fine smooth slope from the elc-
vated plains on cach side, and were covered with grass to the
water’s edge. The shore on the Kaffer side was beautifully
skirted with thick coppice wood. "Towards the evening a
vast number of Hippopetams, or seascows as they are called by
the Dutch, appcared with their heads above the surface; but
keeping close to the opposite shore, they were too far to be
easily hit with musquet balls. - Several of the paths of these
ammals led from various parts of the river to a spring of fresh
water about a mile distant. . “To this spring it scems they pro-
ceed in the night-time to ﬂrmk the water of the river, for a
consaﬂemb]e distance frmn t-be mouth, being as salt as the
sea. %ey also graze durmg ‘the night in the reeds, and
brnm among . the shubbery. ' Short-sighted man would be
apt to arrsign the Providence of Nature, and agcuse her of
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having committed a mistake, in placing tbis unwicldy mis-
shapen animal in an element where it cannot possibly exist,
and in which are not to be found the means of its sustenance,
as its food does not consist of any thing which the rivers or
waters afford.

The latitude of the mouth of the Great Fish river we found
to be 83° 25 south, and longitude 27° 37" cast, which makes
the direct distance from the Cape to be six hundred miles.

The coast to the north-eastward, as far as could be seen
from the high hillocks of sand, was wild and rocky, and with-
out bay or indentation.

The well-clothed plains of Zuure Veldt, when inhabited
by the Dutch, abounded with a variety of game, especially of
the antelope tribe ; but since the late incursions of the Kaf-
fers they have most]y been destroyed or chased into some
other part of the country. The manner in which these people
hunt is not only destructive to all kinds of game, but it so
much frightens those animals that may chance to escape, as
to cause them to abandon the place. A large party, consist-
ing sometimes of several hundreds, men, women, and chil-
dren, surround the plain on which they may have observed a
herd of antelopes. ~ As soon as they have formed the
circle each proceeds towards the centre of it, narrowing
.the diameter, and closing upon. each other, till the ob-
jects of their pursuit are completely fenced in. Antelopes,
vand particularly that specics called the springbok, are like
sheep, which always follow where one lcads. As soon. there-

T 2
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fore, as the hunters have approached within a certain distance
of their game, an opening is made in the circle for the near-
est apimals to pass. All the rest follow in a line; and while
by rushig together in their eagerness to pass they retard
cach other, the men, armed with spears, closc in upon the
line and make dreadful havock among them. By this kind
of’ hunting, scarcely a springbok is now to be met with in
Zuure Veldt. 'We found, however, in the neighbourhood of
thie close country bordering on the Great Fish river, the stecn-
bok, the boschbok, the riethok, and the orabie, and shot se-
veral hartebeests. T'his is one of the finest animals among the -
numerous family of the antelopes. The male is about seven
feet aud a half long and five feet high, and the female six and
a half feet long and four fect high : the horns branch out of a
single trank that projects about two inches from the fore-
head. The mouth, and indeed the whole head, resembles
that of the bovine tribe, from whence it has obtained in the
Systema Nutwre the specific name of bubalis. 'I'he flesh is
‘remarkably good, and resembles very nearly that of beef;
and is carcfully salted by the boors.

All the deep chasms or ravines with which the pliins of
this purt of the country are intersected, and the banks of all
the rivers, the sides of the knolls, and the range of hills that
terminates this division to the northward, are covered with
coppme wood, consisting gencrally of tall luxuriant shrubs,
out of which however sprang up, sometimes singly, and fre-
quently i m clumps. large and beaptiful forest trees : of these
the geelfmu‘t was the most lofty; and being here dzseumngled
from the peadulous lichen” that cramped its growth in the
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great forests of Vau Staaden’s river, was eminently distine
guished for its beauty and clegance. An euphorbia, throw-
g out a number of naked arms from a straight trunk thirty
or forty feet high, held also a distinguished place among the
shrubbery.  DBut one of the largest and most shewy trecs, at
this time in the height of its bluom, was the Kafler’s bean-
tree, the erythrina corallodendrwm, so called from the color and
rescinblance of its large clusters of papilionaceous flowers to
branches of red coral. Numbers of beautiful birds, such as
siall paroquets, touracos, woodpeckers, and many others,
were fHuttering about these trees {for the sake of the sweet
juices that arc generated in the flowers. The coral-tree, like
many other dazzling beautics, has its imperfection : the leaves
arc deciduous, and the blossoms, like those of the alinond,
decay before the young leaves have burst theirbuds.  This is
not the case with the 1lottentot's bean : the clusters of scarlet
flowers intermingled with the small and elegant dark-green
foliage, gave it a remarkable pre-eminence among the .tall
trees of the kloofs, and the thick shrubbery on the sides of
the swells. It is the African lignum vite, the grrqjaqum
Afrum of Linnwus, and the schotia speciosa of the Hortus
Kewensis, The wood, however, is not sufficiently hard to
be converted to the same purposes ‘as lignum vitae, nor is
the tree large enough to make it of any particular use. The
seeds of this leguminous plant are eaten by the Hottentots,
and are sometimes also used by the colonists. Two geunera
of the pal_m tribe were frequently met with; one, the zamia
cycadis, ot Kaffer's bread-tree, growing on the plains; and
the othcr, also a. spec:es of the sajne genus, skirting the
springs and Tivulets : the fruit of the latter was callcd wild
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coflec, and substituted by the peasantry for this bery. The
strelitzia regine also, now in full and beautiful bloom, grew
cvery where in wide-spreading patches in the vicinity of the
Great Jish river, but not one of the new species, discovercd
about twenty miles to the northward of Zwart Kop’s river,
could be found among them. The cerulean blue nec-
tarium of the reginx was uniformly faded, and its color
seemcd to decay by a short exposure to the weather, which
did not appear to be the case with that of violet blue of the
teretifolia. 'The seed of the reginw is eaten both by the Kaf-
fers and Hottentots, A great variety of bulbous rooted
plants were now springing out of the ground ; and scveral
species of those elegant families the gladiolus, ivia, morea,
and the #ris, were in full bloom. That singular plant the
tamus elephantopus, so called from a protuberance thrown
from the root resembling the foot of an elephant, was met
with only in this part of the country. Several species of
zeranthemum and guaphefinm decorated the grassy plains
with their brilliant colors of red, yellow, and silky white.
The Dutch m the colony have given to these flowers the
name of seven years' duration ; but in Europe we extend the
idea to everlastings

In two days’ travelling after leaving the mouth of the river,
and skirting its banks, we came to the first ford. The moment
we .began to descend the heights towards. the level of the
river an exla‘aordmary increase’ of tempera.ture. was felt ;
and ‘in the course of an hour the, themameter which stood
at noon, gt mﬂ, h&d asmnded te 102° i in the shade, at whzch
point it remained. at the ford of the river. for four hours
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When exposed to the direct rays of the sun the temperature
was increased only four degrees. 'I'he wind was due north
and remarkably strong ; and the stream of air was so heated
that it was scarccly possible to bear exposure to it for any
length of time. At night it blew a hurricane, and obliged us
to strike the tents. It may be remarked that the meridian
altitude of the sun on that day was only fifty-one degrecs, and
that the gencral surface of the country, from which the wind
blew, was covered with thick -shrubbery; that on the pre-
ceding night, near the same place, the thermomecter was down
to 52°; and that on the following day, on the same spot, and
with the same wind, but less strong, it ascended no higher
than 71°. These circumstances render it very difficult to ac-
count in any satisfactory manner for so high a degree of
temperature.

The following day we passed the Great Tish river, though
not without some difficulty, the banks being high and steep,
the stream strong, the bottom rocky, and the water deep.
Some fine trees of the willow of Babylon, or a variety of that
species, skirted the river at this place. The opposite side pre-
sented a very beautiful country, well wooded and watered, and
plentifully covered with grass, among which was growing in
great abundance a species of indigo, apparently the same as
that described by Mr. Masson under the specific name of

candicans.

~ The first night that we passed in the Kaffer country we
pitched our tents neara small stream called Kowsha, which

falls into the Great "Fish river. On the following day we
’ 2
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passed the villages of Malloo and Tooley, the two chicfs and
brothers we had scen in Zuure Veldt, delightfully sitaated
on two eminences on the banks of the said streamlet. We
also passcd several villages situated in the valley through
which the Guengka and its branches meander, aud the next
day we came to a river of very considerable inagnitude called
the Keiskamma. Though no part of the colony through
which we had yet passed could be compared to that portion
of the Katffers’ country which lay between the Great Yish
river and the Kciskamma ; and though the huts of which the
villages were composed appeared to be perfeet and in good
order, yet no vestige of human industry was vet visible,
nor any traces, except the buildings, that might lead to a
supposition that the country was inhabited. In fact, during
the two days we had travelled in Kaflerland not a human
being had made its appearance, except one of our interpreters
with a Kaffer chief, whom we met at the clese of the second
day, and who had been dispatched by the king to invite and
to conduct us to his place of residence.

That part of the Keiskamma where we had encamped was
not fordable by waggons : but, had it even admitted a passage,
the country on the opposite side was 50 very mountainous and
woody, that, so far from making the attempt with wheel-
carriages, it was scarcely passable by horses. It was there-
fore concluded to send forwards, on the following day, three
or' ﬁmr Hottentots with a few presepts, and to proceed from
the: place of -our encampment ‘on’. homhack Though the
distance: from the Keiskamma to. the residence of the . king
was ot more than ﬁﬂearr m:lcs, it took us above fan hours
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m riding". The hills werc mostly covered with thick under-
wood, and on the plains were so many straggling trees of
the thorny mimosa, just distant enough from each other for
their spreading branches to mect and annoy passengers,
that we were obliged to quit the direct road, which was no
more than a foot-path, every moment. In the course of the
journey we passed a number of villages containing each from
ten to thirty huts, some of which were deserted, but others
very populous. A great crowd of pecople of all descriptions
flocked down on cvery side and followed us along the road.
The weather being warm, the men had thrown aside their
cloaks and were entirely naked. DBut the women reserved
their cloaks of calf-skin and close leather caps, which, with
the heat of the weather, and the exertions they made to
gratify their curiosity by the sight of the strangers, seemcd
to incommode them not a little. '

On arriving at his place of residence, we found that the
king, not having expected us until the following day, had
gone to his grazing village situated about ten or twelve miles to
the northward, in consequence of some intelligence he had re-
ceived of the wolves having committed great depredations
among his young cattle on the preceding night. A mes-
senger was thercfore immediately dispatched after him;
and in the mecan time the king’s mother, a well-looking
woman, apparently about five-and-thirty, and his queen,
a very pretty Kafler girl, about fifteen, with their female
attendants, to the number of fifty -or sixty, formed a circle
yound us, and &hdeavoured to entertain us with their good-
bumored and iwely mnversa,twn. which would have been the

an. I. L
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more agrecable, had it been conveyed directly, instead of
through the medium of a Ilottentot interpreter. It was not
long before Gaika, the king, made his appearance riding
on an ox in full gallop, attended by five or six of his people.
QOur husiness commenced with little ceremony under the
shade of a spreading mimosa. IHe requested that we might
all be scated in a circle on the ground, not as any mark
of civility on his part, but that it might the more dis-
tinctly be heard what cach party had to say. The manner,
however, in which le received us sufficiently marked the
pleasure he derived from the visit : of the nature of this he
was already aware, and entcred immediately upon the subject,
by expressing the satisfaction he felt in having an opportunity
of explaining to us that none of the Kaffers who had passed
the boundary established between the two nations were to be
considered as his subjects : he said they were cliefs as well
as himself, and entirely independent of him ; but that his
ancestors had always held the first rank in the country,
and their supremacy had been acknowledged on all occa-
sions by the colonists: that all those Kaffers and their
chiefs, who had atany time been desirous to enter under the
~protection of his family, had been kindly received; and
that those who chose rather to remain independent had
“been pcrmitted to do so, without being considered in the
Tlight of enemies. He then mformed us, that his father died,

and Jeft him, when very young, under the guardianship¥of
IZn.mhze one of Ius first chiefs and own brother, who had
acted as mgent during his mhlmty ;. biat that having refused
to resign %o him 'his right on’ mm’ing ‘at years of discretion,’
‘his father’s’ fnends had shewed' themselves in .his fayor, and

2
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by their assistance he had obliged his uncle to fly: that
this man had then joined Khouta, a powerful cluet to
the northward, and with their united forces had made war
against him: that he had been victorious, and bad taken
Zambie prisoncr: that he had never been at war with,
nor to his knowledge had ever given the slightest offence
to, the chicfs of the other side of the Keiskamma, but,
on the contrary, had always endeavourcd to conciliate
their good-will: yet, that since his friends and subjects
had supported him in the assumption and maintenance of
his right, he had observed a disposition in those chiefs to
withdraw themselves from his friendship : that the peoplc
of Malloo and Tooley particularly had committed great
depredations on the cattle of his subjects; and that, when
he sent to them a civil message to cnquire if any had by
chance strayed into their territorics, to his great surprise
e was informed they had quitted the country: that he
Lhad more than once, since that period, sent to them his
proffers of friendship, but that they had detained, and,
as he supposed, put to death his messengers: that still
to avoid giving them any pretext for commencing hosti-
lities, he had strictly forbid any of his subjects to molest
their habitations, or even to pass the Keiskamma.

From the accounts we had reccived from the boors respect-
ifig these people, we were surprized to find so much good
sense and prudence in a very young man and a Kaffer. We
mpiame(l to him the nature of our visit, and subinitted for

his consideration the six following proposals :
e
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1. That he should send a messenger of peace and friendship
along with one of our interpreters to the Kaffer chiefs
now residing in the colony :

2. That none of his subjects, on any pretence whatever, un-
~ less sent expressly by him, should pass the boundary
established between the Colonists and Kaffers :

3. That none. of his subjects should have any intercourse
whatever with the Colonists ; and that, jf any of the lat-
ter should be found in any part of his territories, he would
send them.under a strong guard to Graaff Reynet :

4. That, should any ship be stranded on the Kaffer coast,
he would afford to the unfortunate passengers and crew
hospitality and protection, and that he would conduct
them in safety to Graaff Reynet

5. That any blacks, Hottentots, or bastaards, found in his
territories, should be taken up and sent to Graaff Reynet.

6. And that he should keep up a friendly intercourse with
the landrost, by sending annually, or ofterer, if neces-
sary, one of his captains, bearing a brass gorget with the
arms of his Britannic Maiesty engraven upon it.

To all these he readily agreed, except to the latter part of
the third article, observing that he did not think it right fpr
Kaffers to make prisoners of men S0 su periai' to themselves as
Chnstmns were ; but he promised to - give ‘intelligence to-the
landrost, whengver any should he met with i in his territories.
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It is a common idca, industriously kept up in the colony,

that the Kaffers are a savage, treacherous, and cruel people; a
character which appears to be as false as it is unmerited.

Their moderation towards the colonists, and to all white
people, has shewn itself on many occasions ; and if the inha-
bitants of the bordering parts of the colony had any sense of
shame or feclings of gratitude, instead of assisting to propa—
gate, they would endeavour to sappress, such an idea. They
know very well that in the height of a war into which this
people was iniquitously driven, the lives of their wives and
children that fell into the hands of the Kaffers were spared,
whilst their women were murdered pmmrscunusl y by the co-
lonists. Another instance of the different manner in which
the Dutch and the Kaffers conducted themselves, under
the samc circumstances, will serve to shew which of the
two nations most deserves the character thrown upon the

latter.

In the month of February 1796, a vessel from India under
Genoese colours was wrecked on the coast of the colony
between the Bosjesman and Sunday rivers. The peasantry
from various parts of the coast, from Langé-kloof to Kaffer-
land, flocked down to the wreck, not for the humane purpose
of giving assistance to the unfortunate sufferers, but to plunder
them of every thing that could be got on shore ; and it is a
nogerious fact, that the only Dutchman who was anxious to
secure some property for the captain and officers, had his
brains dashed out with an iron bolt by one of his neighbours.

In June 1797, the Hercules, an American ship, whs stranded
between the mouths of the Keiskamma and the Beeka. By
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the time that the crew, consisting of about sixty persons, had
got on shore, they found themselves surrounded by Kaflers,
and expected immediately to be put to death by these
~savages. lnstead of which, to their no small degree of joy and
surprise, the chief gave orders for an ox to be instantly killed,
and the flesh distributed among the unfortunate suffercrs.
There is, however, one temptation which a Kaffer cannot re-
sist—the sight of metal buttons; and those who suffered ship-
wreck, and who happened to have any of these articles about
their pemana, had them cut off without' much ceremony.
They were deprived of no other par of their property ; and
they were conducted in safety to the residence of some of
the colonists, from whom a demand was made of five rixdol-
lars for the captain, and an equal sum for the whole of the
crew, .as a fuil compensation for their trouble—a very mode-
rate and just demand ; and it were to be wished that the ex-
ample of the Kaffers. was observed on other coasts, that pre-
tend to a greater degree of civilization than prevails on those
of Soutbern Africa.

Having arranged with the king the business that brought us
into Kaffer-land, we made him a present, consisting of shects

~ of copper, brass-wire, glass-beads knives for skinning animals,
_loakmg—glasses, flints, steels,and tinder-boxes, and a quantity
of tobacco. His mother al§o received a present of the same
naturc. Except this lady, all the other women kept inithe
b&th rround aum}g the con%rsatmn,as d1d also Rambie, - the
mw.}a ! h""surpcr, “ho was t‘hep @ prisoner at large in the
village: he j.j;oung kmgs trea‘tmaat of this man, d:d him
great bmwr. ‘AL g ﬁﬁ'me.l’ aitendants, his. ¢ w'ie, tmd his
six wives, were mmred to him, with as mugh lber
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rest of his subjects, except that he was always obliged to re
side in the same village with the king.

Gaika was a young man, at this timc under twenty years
of age, of an elegant form, and a graceful and manly de-
portment ; his height about five feet ten inches ; his face of
a deep bronze colour, approaching nearly to black ; his skin
soft and smooth ; his cyes dark brown, and full of animation ;
his tecth regular, well-sct, and white as the purest ivory : his
countenance open, but more marked with the habit of re-
flexion than is usually observed in that of a Kaffer; ; he had
the appearance, indeed, of possessing in an eminent degree,
a solid understanding and a clear head : to every question
that related to their manners, customs, laws, and various other
points, he gave, without embarrassment or reserve, direct and
unequivocal answers ; and it is to him I am principally in-
debted for the little information 1 am enabled to give con-
cerning the Kaffer nation : his understanding was not more
strong than his disposition appeared to be amiable : he seemed
to be the adored object of his subjects ; the name of Gaika
was in every mouth, and it was seldom pronounced without
symptoms of joy. He had one wife only, very young, and,

setting aside the prejudice against color, very pretty, by whom
he had a little girl'called Jasa. Like the chiefs in the colony,
he wore a brass chain suspended, on the left side, from a
wreath of copper beads that encircled his head : on his arm
he had five large rings cut out of the solid tusks of elephants,
and round his neck was a chain of beads; his cloak was faced
‘with skins of leopards ; but he threw this dress aside, and, like:
the rest of his peeple, appeared entirely naked
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The queen had nothing to distinguish her from the other
women, except that her cloak seemed to have had more pains
bestowed upon it in the dressing, and had three rows hebind
of brass-buttons extending from tlre hood to the hottom of
skirts, and so close that they touched each other. The rest
- .of the women were contented with a few of these ornaments
straggling over different parts of the cloak. This weighty
covering seews never laid aside by the females in the Lottest
weather ; but they wear nothing whatsoever under it, exeept
the little ﬁpron that the Ilottentot women take such pains to
decorate. The Kaffer ladies are not however lIess ansious to
appear smart about the head, Their skin-caps were orna-
mented with buttons, buckles, beads, or shells, according as
fancy might suggest or their wardrobe could supply.

Though the country between the Keiskamma and the resi-
dence of the king was rugged, poor, and mountainous, it here
began to assume a very different appearance. The knolis of
grass were well covered, and the hanging woods on the stecp
sides of the high mountains to the northward were extremcly

‘beautiful. The village at which he now lived, was but a
temporary residence. It was situated upon the Kooguanie,
a small stream that fell into the. Keiskamma, and consisted of
about forty or fifty huts of the form of beehives. That which
sm&d to be destined for ‘the use of the queen stood at
the bead of the village; was somewhat larger than the rest,
and ﬁnislwd in a neater manner: it. ) about ten feet in
dmmetcr, and elght feet lugh. -d Thém hits are first ,shaped by
frames of' waod, ‘and a&grwards daubed over mth a kind of
mortar composed of clay and the dung of cattle 5 and, when
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this is sufficicntly dry, a neat covering of matting is worked
over the whole. Such huts are completely water-tight, aud
very warm.

The Kaffers having always been represented as agriculturists,
we were a little disappointed in not meeting with gardens and
cultivated grounds about their habitations; not a vestige of
which had any where appeared. On putting the question to
Gaika, he rep]u.d, that having been engaged in war for the two
or three years last past, during which he had not been able to
fix at any one place above a month or two at a time, they had
consequently been under the necessity of suspending their pur-
suits of agricultyre ; that in time of peace they always planted
millet, and several kinds of vegetables ; and that nothing could
give him an equal degree of pleasure to that of seeing the -
keerie, now an instrument of war, converted into an utensil of
husbaundry ; but that at present he was just on the eve of an-
other campaign. IHe seemed much pleased when the landrost
told him, that if, on his return from his expedition, he would
send to Graaff Reynet, he should be supplied with corn and

- ditferent garden-sceds ; and he appcared to anticipate the

" happiness that his people would experience, after the fdtlgues

and - horrors, of war, in returning to their ancient habits of

pcacefui mdustry‘

‘The c(mh'try' izihahited by the p'edple'whom the colonists
d:stmgu:sh_by the name of Kaffers, is bounded on the south.
by the seaj '“"‘Qast. on the east, by a tribe of the same kind of
) a' e sg]w:s Tam?mokws ‘on the north, by the'

ﬁmvnge Bos]c‘sma?ﬁ%. “Apd on. ﬁm wcst, by the colony of the'
" voL. X,
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Cape. With the Tambookies they live on friendly terms:
but, like the Dutch peasantry, they have declared perpctual
war against the Bosjesmans. Their expeditions, however,
against these savages are not attended with the same success
as those of the colonists.  'T'he Bosjesmans care as little for a
Hassagal as they dread a musquet. The principal weapon
used by the Kafiers is an iron spear from nine inches to a foot
in length, fixed at the end of a tapering <haft about four fect
long. Such aun instrument is called by the Hottentots a has-
sagai, but the Kaffer name is omkonfoo. In throwing this
spear they grasp it with the palm of the hand, and raising the
aarm above the head, and giving the shaft a quivering motion
" to find the proper point of equilibrium, it is delivered with the
fore-finger and the thumb. At the distance of fifty or sixty
paces they can throw at a mark with a tolerable degree of
exactness ; but beyond that distance they have no kind of
certainty. Itappears to be a very indifferent sort of weapon,
and easily to be avoided. In battle they receive the point of
‘the hassagai upon an'oval shield about four feet in depth,
made from the hide of a bullock. Their otli.erIWeapon, the
keerie, is less formidable than the hassagai; this is a stick
ahout two feet and a half long, with a round knob at the end
_about two- mche.s in dmmetar, and very: wc:ghty, bemg the
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the same as on the west. Gaika is the acknowledged sove-
rcign over that part of the country which lies to the eastward
of the river. 'I'be few chiefs who live among his people are
obedient to his commands, and consider themselves as his
captains. Among the emigrant Kaflers, each chief is inde-
pendent, though the inferior ones look up, in some measure,
to those who are more powerful than themseclves. These de-
tuched hordes seem in their government to resemble the an-
cient clans of the Highlands of Scotland.

Every Kafler is a soldier and a hordsmziu_. The first is not
a profession, but taken up occasionally as the state, of which
he is a member, may demand his services. War is not made
by them for extension of territory or individual aggrandize-
ment, but for some direct insult or act of injustice against the
whole, or some member, of the community. His habits and
way of life are better suited for the herdsman than for the
warrior. From the nature probably of his food, which is
chiefly milk, his manners are mild and gentle, at the same
time that the exercise of the chace, which from pleasure he
follows as well as for profit, gives him an erect deportment,
and a boldnﬂss and openness of expression that indicate no-
thing hke fear; This in fact is an impression on the mind
which can ltardly he said to exist in that of a Kaffer. In
‘time of peace he leads the true pastoral life; his cattle
is his only care : he rarely kills one for his own mnsumptmn,
except on some particular occasion.  When a stranger of:
dlstlnt‘lt(‘?ﬂ isﬂ:ﬁ a, Kaﬂ'er chief, he selects from his herd the
; 'I-ll; with his visitors. 'I'he evening that
f"}‘lﬂgc m“' the king, curiosity had brought
& x 2 "
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together about a thousand people to see the strangers. Before
they returned to their houses the I{ing.ordercd four oxen to be
slain, and the flesh to be distributed among them. For our
party he intended a present of three oxen; but these he ob-
served must be selected from his herd with his own ‘hands.
The whole management of the cattle is left to the men, and
they easily render them uncommonly expert in’ comprehend-
ing their incaniyg. . 1113 horns of their greatest favorites arc
-twiste'rl'.i‘n their nascent state into very whimsical forms. Tiiese
are effected by grasping the young horn with hot irons till it
'becomes soft, in which state the direction wished for is given
to it. Those of the ox on which the king rode were Ilaid
along each side of the neck with the pomts just touching the
shoulders. -

~ Among their cattle was a particular breed different from
any I had seen in the colony. They were short-legged,
short-necked, generally of a black and white color, and
their horns were only from four' to elght inches in length,
curved inwards ; and their extremitles, which were nearly of
the same: thickness aj at the roots, pmnt,e.d to the ears. These
horns had no. mmncctwn with the skull, but were attached
merely to' . the skin, “and . %0 :h}ése ‘that they might be
turned round in' any- direction..! When full grown they
strike ‘against the animal’s’ ’faée-\ as it walks. ’_I'hey were,
considered’ as _excellent ‘beasts' for’ rid : "
burthens. Thiﬁ variety of the camm"} the, dor-
sal tuft whc‘& ‘the loose-horned: o ofiAbyssinia is describiec
to possess.
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While the men are cmployed in rearing and attending the
cattle, the women are engaged in the afiairs of the bhouse, and
in coltivating the ground. These, with the manufactwe of
baskets with the Cyperus grass, and of earthern pots for
boiling their meat or corn, which arc the chief part of their
household utensils, the making their skin-cloaks, and nursing
their children, furnish sufficient employment for the women.
They are said to be exceedingly prolific; that twins are
almost as frequent as single births, and that it is no uncom-
mon thing forya woman to have three at a time. 'Their
children, soon after birth, are suficred to crawl about per-
fectly naked ; and at six or seven months they are able to
run. A cripple or deformed person is never seen. The
Dutch have an idea that if a Kaffer child should be born
imperfect, the parents immediately strangle it; and, that
if the mother should die in childbed, or before the infant
can walk without support, it must be interred alive with her;
also, that if twins are born one of them must perish. Gailka’s
- mother seemed shocked at questions of this nature being put
to her; and assured me that a woman who could suffer such
an unnatural crime to be committed, as that of the murder of
an infant, would be driven out of society. A high degree of

civilization may indeed dull the feelings of nature, and policy
may sometimes salently approve of crimes committed against

; but a savage is most likely to feel the force of parental
aﬂ'ectmn in 1ts fullest extent.

taken csﬂactwai%\“that can produce s0 “fine a race of men as
the Kaﬁ'er& theyare: t&il stont., musc::]ar, well made, elegant
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figures. The particular causes to which they are indebted for
their fine forms and athletic strength of body I do not pre-
tend to develope, but, it may. be observed, that they are
exempt from many of those causes that, in more civilized
societies, contribute to impede and cramp. the growth of
the body. Their diet is extremely simple; their exercise
that of the most salutary nature ; their limbs are not encum-
bered with clothing ; the air they breathe is pure; their rest
is not disturbed by violent. love, nor their minds rufiied
by jealousy; they are free from those licentious appetites
which proceed frequently more from a depraved imagination
than a real natural want: their frame is not shaken and
enervated by the use of intoxicating liquors, for they arc
not acquainted with them ; they eat when they are hungry,
and sleep when nature demands it. : With such a mode of
lifc, languor and listlessness and melancho!y bave little to do.
The countenance of a Kaffer is indeed always cheerful ; and
his whole demeanor bcspeaks content and peace of. mmd

Though black, or very uear!v 80, they hme nnt one line
of the Afvican negro in the qhape and turn of their person.
The campamtwe anatomist might | mdeed be a little per-
p‘aexed in arrangiog the skull cf‘ B Kaffer in the chain, which
‘he has so ingenionsly put together, comprel:mdusg all the

"links from the most perfact Euiﬁéean to the Ourang-Outang,

and ‘from it thmugh all ‘th Imke}'ﬂlbm The head DFB.
Kaﬁ'e: ls mt ‘more dancawd : -

ﬁncly rounded ; I_‘:_ul 'aa tcoméi&. a3 ﬂ:lt‘ profile xef‘ A’ Re;fmaa or

2.
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a Greeian countenance.  In short, had not Nature bestowed
upon him the dark-coloring principle that anatomists have
discovered to be owing to a certain gelatinous fluid lying
between the cpidermis and the cuticle, he might have ranked
among the first of Europeaus.

Among other causes that may have contributed to keep up
the tall and athletic stature of the Kaffers are their frequent
inter-marriages with strangers. The principal article of their
trade with the Tambookie nation is the exchange of cattle for
their young women. Almost every chief has Tambookic
wives, though they pay much dearer for them than for those
of their own people. Polygamy is allowed in its fullest
extent, and without any inconvenience rvesulting from the
practice, as it is confined nearly to the chiefs. The circum-
stances of the common people will rarely allow them the
indulgence of more than one wife, as women are not to he
obtained without purchase. The females being considered us
the property of their parents, arc invariably disposed of
by sale. . The common price of a wife is an ox or a couple
of cows. Love with them is a very confined passion, taking
but little ‘hold on the mind. When an offer is made for
the purchas(;'-of a daughter, she feels little inclination
to refuse ; she: considers herself as an article in the market,
and is neither surprised, nor unhappy, nor interested, on
being told that she is about to be-;diﬁfiosed of. There is
no pi revious -courtship, no exchangé “of - fine sentiments,
no hice faeimgq, nor little kind atteations which catch the
aﬁecnans, ain a h the. heart. . At would be unjust
at;ithe same timg ﬁ‘e‘@m them mt:h sensual:ty. A Kaffer
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woman is both chaste and modest; yet, in many points of
ber conduct, in which she differs from females of more
polished nations, the latter part of her character might
be called in question. If, for instance, a young wowman
should be asked if she is married; not content with giving
the simple negative, she uwspually ihrow'; open her cloak
and displays her bosom ; and, as she has seldom any othe
covering beneath, she perhaps may discover at the same
time, though unintentionally, more of her secret charms.

‘Instances of infidclity ‘are said to be very rarc; and,
when they do occur, are accidental rather than premedi-
tated. The punishment is a fine, and, if the man chuses
it, the dismissal of his wife ; but should a husband surprise
his wife in the act of adultery, the law would justify him
in putting the parties to death.  The laws by which their
society is governéd are very simple, and grounded less on
deep policy than on ‘plain natural principles. Ifa murder
should appear to be pre.medxmtad the perpetrator is in-
stantly put to death.. If a man should: kill another in his
own defence, in'a quartel, or by a(udcnt, he must pay
to the relations of the deceaséd, 'as 'a compensation for
their loss; a certain’ ﬁm, whicli i§. either agreed to among
th(‘mselves, or séttled by the: !;hléf iud ‘cldexs of the horde,
In doing this, the vah:w that the deceased held in the society,
and’ the family left. behmd him, are the o,nly objects taken
into' consideration. A’ chgef has no lmwer over the lives
of his subjects "’shou}d he by damgn, or' iy fhe heat of passmn,
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punishment than that of restitution. They know nothing of
the practice of imprisonment for any crime.

The ancients were of opinion that the face was always the
index of the mind. Modern physiognomists have gone a
step farther, and pretend, that a fine form, perfect in all
its parts, cannot contain a crooked or an umperfect mind.
Judgmg the mind of a Kaffer by such a rule, it would not
be pronounced deficient in talent. The experiment of
giving him a suitable education has not yet been made;
but therc arc perhaps no unlettered people on the face
of the earth whose manners and opinions have more the
appearance of civilization than those of the Kaffers: they
are no contemptible artisans. Though they have no know-
ledge of smelting iron from the ore, yet when it comes
to their hands in a malleable state, they can shape it to
their purpose with wonderful dexterity, Every man is his
own artist. A piece of stone serves for his hammer, and
another for the anvil, and with these alone he will finish
a spear, or a chain, or a metallic bead that would not
disgrace the town of Birmingbam. The shafts of their
spears are also neatly made. Many of the ornaments of
copper and iron, with which they adorn their heads, are
far from being void of taste. 'The article that furnishes
their dress is prepared and put together with some degree
of ingenuity. Calves’ skins only are used for this purpose :
when fipst: taken from the animal they are fixed to the ground.
with wmﬂm pc'gs, cxbencl&.d as far as they will bear, and
well suaped, 0 thatno part of the flesh remains upon them.

As soon as they am . fﬁmpm}y dry to have lost the power of
VoL. 1. “ X




162 TRAVELS IN

contraction, they arc beaten with stones till they become soft
and phant. In this state the interior side is scraped with
sharp stones, and smeared with red ochre, till a nap, like that
on cloth, is raised over the whole surtace : they are then cut
into proper shapes, and sewed together exactly in the same
manner that the shoemakers of Europe stitch together two
pieces of leather. T'heir bodkin is a piecc of polished iron,
and the thread is the fibres of the tendons of the long dorsal
musele taken from various animals ; those in a wild state are
’preferrcd as furnishing a much stronger thread thau such
as are domesticated. The Ilotfeutots sew together their
sheep-skins with the same material; and the colonists, fol-
lowing the example of the natives, have recourse to the same
article as a substitute for flaxen thread, which, when the Eng-
lish took possession of the settlement, bore a profit on the
prime cost of a thousand percent.

The progress of their agriculture, as observed by the king,
had lately been cheeked by internal’dissentions, and thc en-
croachments of a rival power. They seem however to be much

. more mclmed to the pastoral than the agricultural life,—a
clrcumstance which will materially retard their advancement in

civilization.. The husbandman, finds leisure to sit down and
reﬁect the herdsman is, neverstatmnary, but wanders from
place to place in search nf’ food for his cattle. The chace
cmp!nya the greatest ‘portion 'of ‘the m:whmh the Kaffers
have to;rs re In 'ehe:r cou"ﬁ'ywﬂm_ ar,ger kmds of game,
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and avoiding the woods, were easily enclosed by the nume-
rous hunting partics, and wholly destroyed or frightened away.
The elephant and the buffalo fell also in the woods by the
Hassagai, but more frequently by dcep pits made in the
ground across the paths that led to their usual haunts. In
this manner they sometimes took the hippopotamus ; but the
usual gait of this aninal, when not disturbed, is so cautious
and slow that he generally detected the snare that was laid
for him, and avoided it. The more certain method of destroy-
ing him was to watch at night behind a bush close to his
path ; and, as he passed, to wound him in the tendons of the
knec-joint, by which he was immediately rendered lame and
unable to escape from the numerous Hassagais that afterwards
assailed him.  Numbers of this huge animal still remain in alil
their large rivers ; indeed they seem not very solicitous about
destroying it.  The tusks, though of the finest ivory, are too
siall for the usual purposes to which they apply this article ;
and they scem to have less velish for grease than either the
Ilottentots or the colomsts. The spoils of the chace arc al-
ways bestowed upon their persons. The tusks of the elephant
furnish them with ivory rings for thearm ; the leopard supplies
his skin to ornament the front of the cloak ; and the skin of
the tyger-cat is used by the women as pocket-handkerchiefs.

Besxdes' the illicit trade that the Dutch farmers have car-
ried on with this people, ccmmstmg of’ pwces of iron, copper,
glass-beads and a few other trifling ‘articles, given to them in
exchange__fp‘r. thqm'—catt]e ‘the. Kaﬁ'ers have no kind of coms
merce with ‘any ot ay T'i'atmn exnept the:r eastern neaghbours
thgs Tambookie :m.ddmou 1o, the youun girls which they

pnmhase fmm ﬁmé mﬂm »ﬂdﬁzx am supplied by them' with'a
Re 25
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small quantity of iron in exchange for cattle. It has been sup-
posed that the'Tambookies, and othernations farther to the cast-
ward, posscssed the art of obtaining iron from the ore ; but it is
much morc probable that they are supplied with it by the
Portuguese scttlers of Rio de la Goa, not far from which their
country is situated. The only metals known to the Kaffers
are iron and copper; and their only medium of exchange,
and the only article of commerce they possess, is their cattle.

There are perhaps few nations beside the Kaflers, that have
pot contrived to draw some advantages from the possession of
a sca-coast. They have no kind of fishery whatsoever either
with nets or boats. Whether they rctain any remains of su-
perstition that might bave been attached to some of the va-
rious medifications through which the Mahometan, as well as
the Christian, religion has undergone in its progress througlh
different countrics, and which forbids them the use of fish;
or whether their mode of life has hitherto prevented them
from thinking on the means of obtaining a livelihood from
the waters, 1 cannet take upon me to decide; but it is
a fact that they scarcely know what kind of a creature a fish
- is. The whole: extent of their coast, which is washed by the
sea and mteraectﬁd 1)3! the moutbs of several large rivers, does
~ not possess.a smgie boa.t, nog, canee, nor any thing that resem-
bles a floating vessel: The: dhlbrt space of time, perhaps,
which they have occupied thet part of ‘Africa they now inha-
bit, h&ﬁ mt yet Bﬂﬁtﬁcnﬂy Wmnae& them to the nature of

' rust themselves npon a frail bark.

" 'u m whw o a§ *npk*
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The Kaffers most certainly are not the Aborigines of the
southern angle of Africa. Surrounded on all sides by people
that differ from them in every point, in color, in fea-
tures, in form, in disposition, in wanners, and in language, it
would be absurd to consider them as indigenous to the small
spot they now possess.  Were 1 to speculate upon their ori-
gin, I should bave little hesitation in giving it as my opinion
that they are descended from some of the tribes ef those wan-
dering Arabs known by the name of Beduins. These people
are known to have penetrated into almost every part of Africa.
Colonies of them have found their way even into the islands
of South Africa, where more serious difficulties would occur
than in a journey over land to the Cape of Good Hope. By
skirting the Red Sca, and turning to the southward along the
sca-coast, the great desert of sand that divides Africa into two
parts is entirely avoided, and the passage lies over a country
habitable as far as is known in cvery part. Their pastoral
habits and manners, their kind and friendly reception of
strangers, their tent-shaped houses, the remains of that grand
feature of Islamism, the circumcision of male children, which
is uuiversally practised among all the Kaffer hordes, all
strongly denote their affinity to the Deduin tribes. Their
countenance is also truly Arabic; they differ only in color,
which varies from deep bronze to jet black, but that of the
latter is most predominant. If they had the smallest resem-
blance to the African negroes, either in their features or con-
formation, they might be supposed to owe their dark com-
plexion to an intercourse in their passage through the country
with these people, but there is not the least appcarance of this
-having been the case,” 'To the Ethiopians or Abyssinians they
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bear a much stronger resemblance. The annexed portrait,
drawn from nature by Mr. S. Daniell, will shew better than
any description which I can give, the head-dress and the
countenance of a Kaffer, whose features, I apprchend, will
not l*ousidercd as deficient in point of symmetry, nor as in-
dicating any want of intelligence.

Circumcigion of male children is universally practised among
the Kaffers, and is indeed the only exterior mark that scems
“to remain of a religious or sacred institution.  The Kafler
considers 1t, however, werely as a duty which be owes to the
memory of his ancestors, a prescriptive custom handed down
to him as an cxatmple which he is bound 1o follow. He nei-
ther ascribes the pracuce of it to a principle of cleanliness,
from whence in all- probabrhty it.derived its origin, nor to any
other causc or motive, but COIltf‘lltb himscll” by pleading
ancient usage. A circumeisor is a profession, and 1 helieve
the only one that exists among the Kaffers.  'The time of per-
forming the operation is gencrally at the age of cight or nine
years. 'Those who follow the profession travel from village to
village, i quest of' bt}sm(‘f-m, cutting all the male ehildren
who may be of a: pmpﬁ age. During the time they remain
in a village, whlch maﬁ bsq e:ghl: or ten dayvs, to see that their
patients are doing weill, t’l&eyﬁxe invited to feasts and enter-
tainments frmuhwm ‘to'dousel

To pex‘ﬁxﬂ;jilﬁhﬂ?mmatxqq of circumcision nothing more is

r %ﬂm%e ﬂpnn of a blade of
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open to tbe root where they unite ; from tlvence ‘the 1mtm- oty
‘ment is pasch down each side to the f'r’aanum, éhae along the s
‘edge of which the whole prepuce is divided into two parts, -
-and entirely removed at the under side.  After the ¢ [
the boy adopts a small bag of leather which extent
beyond the glans penis, fitted sufliciently tight to re
: thhout binding, though some wear a belt to which thecgv
ug i$ attached by a string. The projecting end of the p
~or bag has a small shank about an inch in length by W
ut may more convemently be drawn off

pcndagcs, constitute the
‘He does not wear any cov:
“clothed with the same kind o
tentot. The circumstance hair st :
seem to militate against the of their Ar&bicﬁigiﬁ, he
‘but their inte Hottentots and other nelgh-
{"{bouring nation g the coast, 1

Hﬁgot into the hair, in a warm
“with every genera.tlon. Tha Basta
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whom the inquiry is made, which was far from being our case
in the present instance.  The king being asked if they had any
belief in a supernatural power, and, if so, what were their
notions concerning it? replied, that they believed in the ex-
istence of some invisible power that sometimes brought good
and sometimes evil upon them ; it was this power that caused
men to die suddenly, or before they arrived at years of matu-
rity ; that raised the wind, and made thunder and lightning to
frighten, and sometimes to kill them ; that led the sun across
the world in the day, and the moon by night ; and that made
all those things which they could ncither understand nor imi-
tate. 1 then shewed him my watch; and {from his great sur-
prise it was clear be had never seen one before.  On examin-
ing attentively the movemeuts, and observing that the motion
was continued in his own hands, he looked at the surround-
ing spectators, and pronounced emphatically the word feegas,
which was echoed back with a nod of the head from the whole
crowd. Concerning this word the Hottentot interpreter could
get no other information than that it was some influence of the
.dead over the living in Instigating and directing the actions of
the latter. He called it a ghost or spirit, and said it was the
Kaffer way of swearing. It appcared that if a Kaffer swore
by a dcceased relation, his oath was considered as inviolable.
A promme was always held sacred when a piece of metal was
"broken between the parties; a practice not unlike the breaking
of asixpence between two parting lovers, still kept up in some
country places of ¥ ngland That these pﬁaple have not bewil-
dered their imaginations so far mtb metaphys:ccd ideas of the
immortality of the soul, as the more civilized part of mankind
has exercised the reasoning faculties on this subject, aaad that
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their notions have been little directed towards a future state
of existence, were clearly to be collected from his replies to
various questions put to him on those topics ; but as little
information was likely to be gained on such abstruse points
through the medium of a Ilottentot interpreter, the conversa-
tion was turned to other subjects less embarrassing, and such
as came more immediately before the senses.

Their skill in music is not above the level of that of the Hot-
tentots. They have in fact no other instruments except the two
in usc among the latter, and a small whistle made of the bone
of some animal,and used sometimes for giving the necessary in-
structions to their cattle when at a distance.’ They seldom at-
tempt to sing or to dance, and their performances of both are
miscerably bad. A Kaflerwomanisonlyserious when she dances,
and at such times her eyes are constantly fixed on the ground,
and her wholc body seems to be thrown into convulsive motions.

A greater degree of amusement appears to be derived by the
women from the practice of tatooing, or marking the body by
raising the cpidermis from the cuticle ; a custom that has been
found to exist among most of the uncivilized nations inhabit-
ing warm countries, and which may probably owe its origia
to the paucity of ideas to keep the mental faculties in exercise,
and the want of means for the proper employment of time. By
slightly irritating the surface of the body, it.conveys to the fecl-
ings a pleasurable sensation. In Kafferland it has passed into a
geoeral fa&hi&n “Every woman hasa tatooed skin ; and theirine

genvity in this way is chieflv exereised between the breasts and
-on the arms,
vOL. 1. 4
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The temperate manner in which these people live, tlieir
simple dict and their duly-proportioned quantity of cxercise,
subject them to few complaints. A limited number of sim-
ples compose the dispensary of all nations where physic is not
a profession. The Kaffers make use of very few plants, and
these are chiefly employed in embrocations for sprains and
bruises. The mother of Gaika was so solicitous to procure
from us a quantity of common salt, to be used as a purgative,
that she sent a person to our waggons, fifteen miles distant,
for a small quantity of this article. T'hey do not seem to be
subject to any cutaneous discases. 'The small-pox was once
Lrousht among them by a vessel that was stranded on thewr
coast, and the disorder is said to have carried ofl’ great num-
bers. The marks of it were apparent on the faces of many
of the c¢lder people. They have ncither termented nor di-
stilled liquors to impair the constitution by an improper use
of them. The only two intoxicating articles of which they
have any knowledge arc tobacco and hemp. The cflccts
produced from smoaking the latter arc said to be fully as nar-
cotic as those of opium. In the use of this drug, as well as
of tobacco, the oriental custom of drawing the smoke through
water by mcans of the hookar, though in a rude and less ele-
gant manner, is still retained by the Kaffers. The bowl of
their earthen-ware pipe is attached to the end of a thick reed
which passes obliquely through one side of an eland’s horn.
This horn being filled with water, the mouth is.applied to its
open-end, and the smoke drawn out of thereed is qualified and
rendered less acrid by its passagE‘hhmugh the water.: The
Hottentot differs. very awnaﬂy from the Kaffer in' the

construction of his plpo.. H.e reduces the'stem 1o tbe length
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«of two inches, that two scnses may at the same time reccive
ihe benefit and the gratification resulting from the practice of
smoking.

Few are the dietetic plants cultivated by the Kaffers. The
millet, called by botanists the holcus sorghum, and a very large
specics of water-maclon, scem to be the most important arti-
cles of their kitchen garden. 'I'he zamia cicadis, a species of
palm, grows wild in almost every part of the country, and is
sometimes used, as a substitute for millet, to mix with milk
as a kind of furmety. Preparatory for this purpose the pith
of the thick stem is buried in the ground for a month or five
weeks, till it becomes soft and short, so as easily to be re-
duced to a pulpy consistence. They eat also the roots of the
aris edulis, and several kinds of wild berries and leguminous
plants.

ITad the Kaflers been more generally employed in tilling
the ground, they would probably before this have obtaincd a
more competent knowledge of the general causes by which the
vicissitudes of the scasons are produced. At present they
know little more of astronomy than that the moou in about
thirty days will have goue through all her different phases;
and that in about twelve moons the samc seasons will return.
'Their only chronology is kept by the moon, and is registered
by notches in picces of wood. It seldom extends beyond one
generation till the old series is cancelled, and some great event,
as the death of a favorite chief, .or the gaining of a victory
serves for a new wra

z2
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Not the Jeast vestige of a written character is to be traced
among them ; but their language appears to be the remains
of something far beyond that of a savage nation. In the
enunciation it is soft, fluent, and harmonious ; it has neither
the monotonous mouthing of the savage, nor the nasal nor
guttural sounds that prevail in almost all the European
tongues. It is as different from that of the llottentots
as the latter is from the English. In a very few words,
and these are generally proper names, they have adopted the
palatial clacking of the tongue used by the Hottentots.
The mountains and rivers in the country, for instance, still
retain their Hottentol names; a cir¢umstance which affords
at least a presumptive proof that the Kaffers were intruders
upon this nation. It is singular enough that both the one
and the other should have obtained a name that never be-
longed to them. The word Kaffer could not be pronounced
by one of this nation, having no sound of the letter R in his
Janguage. A Koffray, among the Indians, is an infidel, a
pagan, and was a general name applied by the early voyagers
to those people, in whom they did not perceive any features
of a particular religion ; but the origin of the name of Hot-
tentot seems not yet to have been ascertained. The Kaflers
call themselves Koussie, which .word is pronounced by the
‘Hottentots with a strong palatial stroke of the tongue on
 the first syllable. I am ignorant if the Kaffer language bears
an-analogy to any dialect of the Arabic; but their word
eligng for the sun, and some: cthérs, appeared to have an
oriental derivation, The foﬂowmg Jbrief specimen of “the
Kaffer ltwgnsge. with . the syi:mmmous words in, that' of
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the Hottentots, may serve to shew how little resemblance
thcy bear to each other. The hyphen, in the latter, ex-
presses. the dental, and the circumflex the paiatial, action
of the tongue on those syllables over which they are placed.

KAFFER. HOTTENTOT.
The Sun, Eliang, Surrie.
The Moon, Inyango, ka.
The Stars, Imquemqueis, Koro.
The Earth, Umclabo, Koo.
Air or light, - Amaphoo, Kom.
Fire, Leaw, Ei.
Water, Amaanzee, Kam.
Thunder, Ezoolo, hoonoo.
Lightning, Leaw Ezoolo, hoonoo-ei.
Wind, Oomoi, qua.
Rain, Imphoola, Tookal,
The Sea, Ooloanje, hurroo.,
A Man, Abaantoo, Quaina.
A Woman, Omfaas, Quaisha.
An Ox, Incabai, Mnoo.
A Dog, Eenja, Toona.
To-day, Emenie, Hasai.
"To-morrow, Gamtzo, Quitrie.
One, Eenyé, Quz.
Two, Zimbeenie, Kim,
Three, Zintaté, gna.
Four, Zeené, haka.
Five, Zincano, - gosé,
Six, Zintantaat,



