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]t may be ohsCI'\'cd that the sizes markcu in the above list 
arC', as nearly :IS could be guessed, 5u<:h as tlley rUlI ill ,:!cnl~­
TaJ, uut of both t.he GccltJouls alHlIIdalltc of tl'Cl'S may hI: 
m et with, from sr\'cllty to nindy feet in length, and '"cry 

proper for ships' tnnsls, span;, and other timber used in ship 
·building. 

BrtwC'f'n the foot \If the DU'y\'i\,~ kop ntHl Plcttcnbcrg's 

~Hl'y. the latter of which is about fifty milts tu the eastward 
of 1he former, I.h(' country is beautifully woo"ed, a nd in ter. 
~c('1<:d with 1I11mbl'r1t,ss rindcts, issu ing out of tbe forests: 
there are al so sc\'t'raJ uroad dl'f'P rivers, O\'CI' n .. iJich it is He­

{:essary to puss tn hoal.... Some of these terminate in Jarge 
s li('els of water, furlllilig beautiful lakes, whose margins ,Ire 
findy frillgt'd with wood. Olle lake is sufiicit:ntly curious, 
h;\\'ing neither illld nor out)ct, and tile watcl' is grvcner than 
UIlY part of the oceall, not ~alt, but $0 slightly saline as 
~(,<lfcl'ly to be pt>rccptibly 30 to the taste. Onc of the farm~rs 
told nil', \\' it Ii ;.;rcat trinmpll, thal he had puzzled the Go\'cr­
lIot' Vall PklLl"llucrg. with rcsp(X·t to lhe water of t.he GTeen 
lake, by askillg him WllCIlCC the color proceeded. The go­

"ernor Ilad m .... de him fur anSWf"f, that it came from the sur-" 
rounding shrubbery, bC'illg' grt'(~ll matter \\'Hshcd away uy the 

rains. Upou tbis the pea sant she\\"(~d him some of it i'l a 

gbss, where it <lppcHl"ed ckar and colorless. There is a tra­
,Iilion ~IOJOng tile H0ttelltOl"s, that this Jakp., !lOW six or sc\"en 

miles in circumference, was, 110 vcry long time ago, a beal1ti­
itll gl't'Cll mcadow, ,1Il el jt is ~till said to ue! increasing in size. 

If the quantity of watrr thrown ill by the rains, and its 

~)flDgS, should exceed the quan tity thai. luray rscOlpe by ab-
Q<.!2 
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sorption and c\'aporatiun, the Grecn lake win or,e uay, oy its 
great pressure, hreak down the harrier that now di\'iucs it 
from the sea, which has evidently heen tile case with its 
Drighhoul'ilig lake the Knysna. This, in fhet, is now uccoOJc 
nn arllJ of the sea, iuto wIljell tIlc tide sets lhrollgh a narf(H'I' 

passage or portl.ll, as into a oock. This }Jl.lssagr, though IHl rw 

row, and not quite clear of rocks, appears to he capahle of 
aumitting small vessels; and witbin there is pknty of decp 
'vater stretching out into a hason of sc \'Cral miles in width. 
The surround.iug hills arc clumped with li.ll'c,st trc('s, and their 
sloping sides arc rlathed with sIlrubhery (.)OWII to tile water's 
edge. The lake is studded with a number of Hat islands, 
covered with verdure. The arms of the Kilysnu strelcll illto 
the deep vaBics at the feet of the llIountains, and arc there 
lost in impenetrable forest5. The ,,,hole (~oulltry is boldly 
marked, and most magnificently dothcd, aud lIIay be (:011-

sidered, beyond comparilSon, as the grandest auo most beau­
tiful part of Southem A/he,a. 

I 
The farm-houses in this part of the country were also in a 

better style than they arc usually met wilh at so great a d i:.­
tance from the capital. ~ejllg near the sea-coast, the pro­
prietors illcur the ex pence of burning shells into li'me, aud of 

'White~washing aU the buildings. A sort of chalky Jil1l ('s tollc 
was also here observed in large masses, lying upon the sur­

face, but was not used for lime. To almost c"'ery hOllse was 
attached, generally in a grove of trees, a small enclosure with 
ornamented waHs, scn'ing as the family burying-ground. The 
decorations usually bestowed on those mansions of the d('ad, 
appeared to 1181'e much more engaged the attention tban 
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those of the Hving. In the interment of the dead; the Dutch 
have no kind of service or ceremony. 

Close to the usual landing-place of Plcttcnberg's bay ha\'e 

Ja idy been erected a urat and spGlciolls dwel ling-house ; a 
mUg'Jzinc for the reception of timber, two hundred feet in 
length; and a strong and commodiolls building fur the recep~ 

tiull of troops. The intention of tht Dutch go\,crnmt nt \'Va,s 
to f()rnl all ('~tablis!.rn('ut Iiere, for tlle purpose (Jf (Ieriving 
li'olll it a supply of timber, to answer their d('malJ(h; for that 

article ill the C'ape. Strung pJ't:jndic('s, hOWC\'N, have ]ollg 

heen C'utertained ag~linst the Cape tilllbe!', though perhaps 
without sufii<..:icnt grounds. rcw woods wili stalLd the effec ts 

oC alternate exposure to hea\' y rain ~, dry winch.;, and a scorch. 
jn .~ ~Wll ; wlwrc !o>ul'h ex posure has ht:t'll guarded aguinst, one 

of the sl irrhle:st of the woods, the Gedhout, has becn known o 

t.o rf' lnaill for morc than a century, without shewing any 

sy mptollls of decay. 

I n the forc~ts, ncar this bay, a creeping plant grows if) great 
plenty, whose interior bark, clrawn off in fil.m~s of forty or 

fifty feet in Icngth, seems to be all excellent suh.~1jlutc for 
1Jcm l" Tile JJottCllto ts twist these librC's into vcry st.rong 

cordage. The bark of another native l~laHt, a species of Hi­
biscus, nutde vcry exccllcnt hemp. The leaves of the plant 

were deeply divided, like those of th.e Cawwuillus, a species 

of the same genus, cultivated in India, for the purpose of ob­
taining hemp from tho bark ; but the stem of the African, 

H ihiscus had small spines, and the flower was Jarge, and of 
a .11Jphureous yellow color. 
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Among the useful trees of the forests, \VC noticed a SpeciCi 

of \~ild fig, that grew to a. very considerable size, and bore a 
fruit resembling ill shape and appearance the Bergamot pear. 
h hod a pleasant subacid "flavor, and was greedily de\Toured 

by rlle birds. 'fhe leaH'S were ohlong-ovate. A species of 
Sah"ia, or sage, grew wiltl, rllld was much esteemed i())' it!; 

hcnling qualities, wllcn applied to green wounds. A species 
.also of Solanum was in high reputation for the same purpose. 

The 1t:aI resembled that , of tobacco, on which account it was 
known by the name of wild tob"cco; the upper side of the 
.Je.af was durk gn:clI, and smooth, 1I11~ under side white, and 
woolly; tJIC stelll woody und priddy. 'fhe wuolly s i~e of 

,the leaf a[lplied to a swelling or ~athcring, quickly Iwillgs it 
to a bead, and the green side afterwards as quickly (Jeuls if. 

1. had an opportullity of seeing these effects ill more than OllC 

instance. Not fiu from llletlcnbl'rg's hay, along the I)(mks 
ofa small Th'ulet. I met with a whole forest of the Strelitzia 
Alba, whose tall and ta.pering stems, like those of the .An'ea 
nut, or l\1ountuin ('U"bhage, were J·cg1.lla,r and well propor­
tioned, as ' the Corinthian shaft. ]\lany of them ran to tile 
height offive and twenty or thirty feet, wit.hout a )('a f. Jt 
is sufficie.ntly rcmark~,hlet ,that the three Strclilr.ias of Afl'il'a 
should be found jn tbree distinct situations, and at great 
distances front cadi otilcr; .and still more S0, that the 
white species should grow so \'cry abundantly along the 
Fide of ,C?n~ stream of water, aod not ,n single plant be found 
ncar "any "'i?( ,t:he . rest in die same neighbourhood. Jo'rOIn 

the great resen!blance of this plap! to ' the Banana tret', the 
"peasimtry callit the Wild Plantain. But the most c1egant 
plant · that oC,curred )0' the whole forest was t,he native vine 
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of Africa. This creeper ran to th~ vcry summits of the 
highest Ged-hout trees, anel hore a fruit in size and appear­
Rnr.(~ not unlike the l\fordlc cherry, seldom more than two 

OJ' tlm~e in a cluster, of a ,"cry agreeable und delicate subacid 
flavor. The )C3\"CS of this ""inc arc shaped like t.llOse of thr: 
ivy, dark green, and ~mooth on the upper, ancl ratller woolly 
on the unuer, surface; not deciduous, but c\'crgrcen. 

I,'rom III etten berg's bay we returned to tllC wcshvard, cross­
ing many dc('p anfl dangt.'rous rivers. Of these, the Kayman, 
or Crocodiles' rirer, was by much the most difficult to pass 
with wa(T{rons, the banks on either side bein(r screral hun-

;:">~ ;:, 

<Ired feet IJigll, steep, and rocky. Jt is confidently us~ertetl, that 
the animal, whose name the river hears, occasionally appears 
ju it, though nOlle of thc people who accompanied me could 
testily to have seen any other species of that gCTlus trequent .. 
ing the waler, except Iguanas from six tn h~n feet in Icngt'h. 
]1\ the Nile only the crocodile is found in so high a latituue 
as 31° or 32°; uut the Tricltccll,,~t or Lamantin, frequents both 
coasts of Africa, from the ]\·1editcrrancan to the Cape point, 
sometimes, though very rarery, entering the IDOlltllS of t!le 

rivers. 

The Kayman's river SCllura:tes tlle (livision of Ph.:ttcnhcrg's 
b~l'y from the Autiniequns lallel, a tract of country which the 
Dutch government kept c.'icltlsively for its own usc, both on 
account of the grand fOrests that were hore easily accessible, 
and the ex.cellent pasturage it aff(Jrded for tlleir cattlc,at all 
st'asl)OS of the yf'ar. The mOl1ntains here, being ncar the sea, 
attract the l'arors, ~nd cause a greater llualltity of rain to 
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falJ than in any other part of the colony. This (livision i:; 
tcnninatcd to the wcslwi,lrd by the great Brakke ril'cr, which 
ri$Cs 'in the forests above-mentioned, and~ running directly 
south, discharges itself into l\1.uscle bay. 

The general landing-place of this bay is upon a sandy 
beach, at the head of a small COl'C, into which nlllS a rivulet 
of water slightly impregnated with 1)alt. This .stream does 
not appear to be capable of filling abol'c n dozen butts of 
water in a day. A m~gazine for the reception of grain is 
erected ncar the lauding-plact. It is a strong stone build­
ing, one hundred and fifty feet in length, alld \vill conveni· 
ently hold ten tho~sand bushels of corn. The price of tI lls 
.article delivered hC'rc is about twenty-two rix-dollars tbe 
load o.f thirty-one 'Vinchestcr hushels, 01' at the ratl! of two 
shillings and ten pence the bushel. 

'fhe .bay abounds with , excellent fish of various kind, with 
muscles that are large and of a strong flavor, and with 
oysters of an excellent quality; m,ld, in the winter l11o.lltllS, 

, the black whale is I'ery plentiful, 

Great quantitie5 of the common .. aloe grow llpon the plain!i 
that surround Muscle bay, The inspissated juice of this 
plant 'was once an article that afforded a considerahle profit 
to those who .were nt the ,troubJe of collecting and 'prepal'ing 
it, but the price ·i~ no.,v reduced 80. low, about 'thrt'cpencc the 
pound, that ·it ~~ ::~,o longer Co~s·i.4~red ~ an o.~jcct 'vorth~ 
the attention of .the\ inhabitant8, Three pounds arc as much 
)1' one person ,~!l tOI1~!'t and prepare in one day, 
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On the fifth we crossed Gauritz ri\'cr, the ",'estern limit of 
the division of ?\Iosscl bay. 
called tbe Sink of the Colony. 

This river may properly he 
A Il the waters that ba\'c thci~' 

origin within the distance of one hundred aHfI fifty miles to the 
eastwul'(J, and a!O far to the westward, upon the Grcat Karmo 
and the mountains to the northward of it, meet in one im· 
lI1ensc chasm of the Zu"al'tcberg or chain nearest the sca~ 
shore, and arc rlisc1,argeu through the channel of the Gaurilz 

rirer. The sudden nntI copious inundations of this river aTC 

~llllost beyond cn:A..libility. The ruins of a. house arc still to 
he seell, that is said to hare bp€' n destroyed by a swelling of 
tllc ri\'~ I', though the site cannot be much Jess than a hundred 

fcet 3ho\'c the level of the channel; at this time all its nu­

merous branches scarcely supplied it with water sufiicicnt to 
calise a current. 

J.'l'om 'Gauritz we procceded to one of its branches, the 
l'alsc river, Ilcar which we observed a great variety of brown 
and 'yellow ochres, and an abundance of that curious !'Olone 
3.]rcauy mentioned under the name of Paint stOIlC. 

On thc sixth we passed severa] rivulel.;; whose united 
strcam.'i torm the Kuffel' Kuyl's rivef. In advancing towards 
the Cape, the country became better inhabited; neat houses 
stood 011 the ' banks of all the rivefs, ~nd the gafdens, and 
vineyarils, and fruiteries, W('fe lUore extensi\'e, and kept in a 
better state of culture. The surface of the country inter­
jacent betw.een the rivcrs was very irregular, t.he soil dry clay 
ancl".chalk, and was fit tor little else than a sheep pasture. It 
produced a great quantity .of slul1bs, among which was one 

VOL. I. IL It 
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called the GWIJ'rie lJo,w:h, (Royena?) from whose bcrrit.,~, nnu 
those o'r the Ardui1Ut, some of t.ho farmer.s had made a sweetish 
wille~ flot unlike that which in Europe is procured froUl the 
Sambucus or alder. 

The forests of Plcttcnhcrg's bay, and the Autinicquas land ,. 
Imd ceased to clothe the feet of the mountains from the point 
directly north of Mossel bay. Another clump now appeal'cd, 
about twenty miles to the eastward of the Drosdy of Z,,·e1-
lendam, called the Grooh'ader's bosch. This wood, in t.he 
early stages of the coJony, contained as gl'eat a ,,'ariclyof 
large timber tn'es as the others, but being so much nearer 
to the Cape, is now stripped of most of the wood that wa~ 
valuable. 

From Grootvader's bosch a beautiful l'alley stretches along 
the feet of the mountains,. as far almost as the Drosdy. This 
village is compos.cd of about twenty houses, scattered over 
a fertile valley, with a perpetual stream of water flowing 
down it. The habitation of the Lalldl'ost stands at the head 
of the vaJley; is a "ery comfortable buildillg, and has an ex­
teosive garden attached to it, surrounded with plantations of 
oaks, and well stocked with a variety of jj·uits. 

The. district of Zwellendam is composed cniefiy of that 
truet ofeouotry lying between the Rlack mountains and the 
Sea-eoast, ' and 'stretches to the eastward, 89 'th.r as tl}e Cam­
toos river, wh~rt? "Graaff Reynet first beg;'lls. The number of 
families contained,,:hdt are between five and six hundred; 
and the whole p"pum.tioo of whites amounlslo abouttbree 

", 
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thousand. The number of Hottentots, in the whole <listricl, 
docs not exceed two to cadi family; and that of slaves iii 
about five', 

Zwcllclldam aili)l"(ls no great supply· of cattle to the Cape 
market, and st.ill kS$ so of sheep. Hon!ies arc brought up for 
sale ill considerable lHlInhers. Tile rC\'CIlUC of the farmers 

is principally derived fr0l1l timber, grain, butter, soap, a1l(1 
(!I'jed li·uits. To a naturalist. this ui~tricl is the least inter­
c:.; ting, except in botany, and ill thi~ department it offers an 

ample field. Of the number of those who have made that 
hranch of sciC'lJce their particular pursuit, and who have 
yi5itcd this col OilY, IlOlle !lave sutlicicntly attended to tl10 

uali\'e forest trees, so as to be able to assign them their places 
in tbe prcrailing s),strlll of arranging the ,'cgctable part of 
tl,lC creation.. Few antelopes, except the Uecbok, Steenbok, 
and Duyker, nrc HOW remaining in t11c district of Zwcllcn­
dam. J'ormerly the l;ontc'bok, the Scripta 0'[ the Systema 
Nulllf'{l', was almost as mttllcrous 1l(,'Hr the Drosdy, as the 
Sprillgbok still continues to be in the Sneuwbcrg. At pre­
sent they are rarely seen in troops exceeding a dozen . At 
one time also in the \'icinity of ZwcIJcndam lveTC a few of 
that elegant SpeciCfI of antelope, the Leucop/uca, or blue an­
telope, "n animal that iM now no longer to be met with in the 
whole colony, at least none have been seen or beard of these 
tell years past. Hares and partridges are plentiful in every 
part of the district. The woods of Autinicquas land abound 
with a variety of birds, both great alld small. 

nIt 2 



TRAVELS IN 

On the twclrth we entered the district of Stelicnbosch, hy 
crossing the r~'('1' Zonder-cnd, and proceeded" to Zocte lVIelk 
'Valley, a patch of' excellent land belonging to government, 
and latelj converted by it into a station lur earnl!'y. 

Proceeding up the valley through which the Endless river 
meanders, we halted, Jate in the cl1cDing, at a place called tIle 
BavjanJs kluof, where there is a ~mall establishment of 1\fol'a­
, -ian missionaries, or Hcrn1Jiiters, so caJled fj'om a \"iIJa o'c ill o 

Saxony where an asylum was offered to them after thei r ex­
pulsion froIll J\1uTm·ja. TIIl:sc people hare uccn sc\"craJ 
ycars in this colony, for the express IJurposc of instructing the 
Hottentots in the doctrines of Christianity, but had IDel with 
little encouragement, in the object of their mission, under the 
Dutch government. 'fhe number of thcir prosciytes hayc in­

creased of late to such a degree; that they have tound it nc­
~cssary to .send to Europe for morc teachers or the gospel. . 

Early iu the morning I was awakened by the noise of some; 
of the finest voices I ever heard, and, on Jooking 0111, 

saw a group of female Hottentot.s sitting on the ground. It. 
was Sunday, and they had assembled thus carly to chaullt the 
mDrning hymn. They were aU neatJy dressed in priuted cut­

toD gO\VDS. A sight so yery different frolll what we had hitherto 
been ' in the habit of observing, with regard t.o this unhapp'y 
class of .beings, could not fail of being grateful; and, at the 
same ti'm~, ' it ~xcited a greater degl'ee.of .cllriosity as to tIle 

. nature of the ~'es.tablishment. · The good' fathel's, who werc' 
tbreein Dumber, ·were well disposed .10 satisfy every questwn 
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put to them. They were men of the middle age, plain and 
uecent in their dress, cleanly in their persons, of modest man­
ners, meek and humble in their deportment, but intelligent 
and livel), in conYcrsatiun, :-:calous in t.he cause of their lHis~ 

• 
sion, but free from higotry or enthusiasm. Every thillg 

ahout the place partook of that neatness and simplicity. which 
were the strongest features in the outline of their character. 
The church they had constructed wal! a plain neat building; 
their miIl for grinding corn was superior to any in the colony; 
their garden was in high order, and produced abuudance of 
vegetables for the use of the table. _l\lmost en~rJ' thing that. 
had been done was hy the labor of their own hands. Agree­
ably to the rules of that society, of' which they were members, 
each had learned some useful profession. One was wen 
ski lled in every branch of smith's work, the second was a 
shoemaker, and Uw third a tailor. 

These missionaries h:wc succeeded in bringing togcthet' 
into onc society more thall six hundred Hottentots, anel their 
numbers arc tlaily increasing. These live in small huts dis­
persed over the ,'alley, to each o.c which was a patch of ground 
for raising vegetables .• Those who Jlad first joined tIle society 
had the choicest situations at the . upper end of the "alley, 
near the church, and their houses and gardens were "cry neat 
and comfortable'; numbers oftllc pOOl' in England nul so good, 
and few hetter. Sueh of the Hottentots as chuse to Icaru 
their respective trades, are paid ror their labor as soon as they 
can earn wages. Some hire thcUlsch'es out by the week, 
month, or year_ to the neighbouring peasantry; others make 
mats and brooms for sale: 80mc breed poultry, and others. 

1 



3(0 TRAVELS IN 

find means to subsjst OJ tliClr cattle, sllccp, and horses. 
:Many of the women and children of soldiers, belonging to the 
.Hottentot curps, reside at Bavian's kloof, where the)' arc 
much more likely to acquire industrious Imbits than bv re­
maining in the camp. 

On Sundays they all regularly attend the Iwrfol'mancc or 
(li\,inc service, and it is astonishing how amhitious the'y are 
to appear at church in ncat and dean altire~ Of the three 
buudl'ed, or thereabouts, that composed the congrcgation, 
about half were Jre~~'': u in cuarse prluteo cottons, ami the 
other half in sheep-skin dresses; and it i.lppcarcd, 011 incluil')". 
that the former were the first that bad b~cn brought witllill 
the pale of the church; a proof that their circumstances nt 
least had sutTered nothing from their change of life_ I)crsua~ 

sion and example had cOllvinced them, that cleanliness iu their 
persons not only added much to the comforts of lite, but was 
one of the greatest preservatives of health; and that the little 
trifle of money they had to spare was much better applied 
in ' procuring decent covering for the body, than in the pur~ 
chase of spirits and tobacco; articles so far from bcillg IIC~ 
cessaries, that they might justly be considered as tlw most 
pernicious c,-ils. 

The deportment of the Hottentot congregation, during di­
,·ine service, was truly devout. , ~'he discol1r~e delivered by 
one of the fa.thers was short, .but replete with good sense, 
pathetic, and .Wf,-u suited to the ,occasio·ll' : tears flowed abuJl~ 
dantly frolllthe . .,ye. of those . to: whom it was particularly 

. . addl'Cllsed . . The females sung in a stile that was plaintive and . ' - . . 
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nffcctin~; and their "oices were in grnenti s\r('ct and har­
mOnious. Not more thou fifty had been admitted as In l' l1l ­
bers of the Christian faith, hy the ceremony of bapli ~ rn . 

There tlppcarcd to be DO \'iolcnt zea] on the part of the fil­

th{'r~, which is the case with most other missionaries, to swell 
the catalogue of converts to C,hriatianitYt being more solicitous 
to teach their trades to sot'1i;:-: as might cbuse to learn them. 
Adopting the idea of the ij)genious Count Rumford, their 
lirst gr(,Ht o~ject seemed to be that of making men happy, 
tha t they might afterwards become virtuous, whit-h is ('er­
tainly much sounder philosophy than the converse of the PI'O­
Jlosi tion. 

It would be supposed th.t men like Ihese, so truly respect­
able in their missionary character, and so irreproachahle in 
their conduct, would be well received and eucournged in any 
country; yet such is the brutality and gross depravity of the 
pt:asalltry of this colony, that a part.y, consi:sting of about. 
thilty, had {,Iltercd into a confederacy to murder the t~.r:I 

teachers, alill to seize and force into their !(crdce all the Y9" 
Uottentots that might be found at the place. These h~~ 

wretches had actua lly assembled at a neighbouring house, go'" 
the Saturday evening, intending all the following day, in the 
midrlJe of divine ~crvice, t.o. carry their murderous purposes 
jnto execution. Luckily for the missionaries, 'they had in· 
timiltion of what was gOiD~ on through a Hottentot, who de­
scrted the service of onc of the intended assa~sins for that 
purpose. rhey bid their apprehension!! before Sir James 
'Craig, who, in cODsc,quencc, issued his injunctions, ill a letter 
tu the ove"eer of Ihc,·post of Zoete lIfelk valley, that no in-
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habitant should in any shape -Iuolest the Hcrnliiiters, on pnin 
of incurring the heaviest displeasure of the g~vcrnment. The 
letter :lfI'jn'd on the very day they were assembled, and the 
POltJ'OIlS, on llcaring it read, sneak~d off each to his own 
home, and the missionaries since that time ha\'c continued to 
f'."H']'cise their functions unmole:-~ed. The cause of the farm­
ers' hatred to these peo-pl~ ,~, ·.:tbeir having taught the Hot­
tentots the usc of their.libtrty, .and the value of their labor, 
of which t.hey had long been kept.in ignorance. 

At the poiui of a 8111a1l detached mountain, to the ~outlt~ 

ward of llavian's klouf, is a warm spring, whose 'waters arc 
pretty much used by invalids fTom the Cape. They are 
strongly chalybcat~ like, those lIcaT Olifant's ri ver, and rise 
out of the same kind ..of black turfy ground, in which were 
large masses of a brown ponderous iron stone, tllnt .apparently 
con\ain~ from 60 to 70 per cent. of iron, Tbc Dutch go­
retDOlent had caused a house to be erecteJ, fur tile aCCOnl­

IPodation ·of such as might be inclinen to use the waters; 
~f~: is now in so ruinous and filthy a state, that the appl'ar­
~Dfitismuch bettercalculateJ tollash~ 1l the progress orthe 
!\i!lCase, . ·than the convalesccnce of the patient. Most of the 
~~li5b who ha\'e used the baUl have taken their lodgings at 
a .fann house, about a mile from the wells, w here there me 
comfortable :3ccommodations for . a few persons. The tem­
perature of the waters, where they .first break out of the 
ground, is .114' <>f I'ahrenhc\t, but in · .the bath they are re­
duced to 110·. ·. They are chieftyiecomillended for rheumatic 
complaints and debilitated constitUtions: 
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From the bath w..e pl'occedf'd to the westward, ert)~s t 'd a. 
steep salldy hill, called the lIon /!(I{'cl .. , and, ell 1 he SC\'CIl ~ 

teenth. descended the Hottentot's I fulland "s kloo1: a ditlieult 
pass across the great north and south chain uf mountains, U Ul 

jnfinitely kss so than either the DU.Y'·il's kop, or the Ka y­
man's river. 

from the [lOrtal, or entrauc.'c of the kiool~ is ,3 grand ,,~e'\~ 

of the Cape pcninsula, tIle sweeping sllOl'cs ur the two great 
haY llit ' and the inte rmediate dreary isthmus appcming like a 
6ca of sand, and elllivened onlJ by a fel\' neat f~m).l houses, 
scattered o\'el' the forc-gronnJ, at the fc(~ t of the great chain 
of moun ta ins. The middle of the isthmus is inhabited only 
by a lew poor pcoV1c, who gain a subsistence by collecting 
the sterns utilI roots of the shrubs that grow in the sand, and 
sCllding them ill small carts to the Cape, where they arc sold 
for fuel. The distnll(,C from Hottentot's Holland's kloof to 
Cape Town is about thirty~six miles, or an em;y day's journey, 
wi.iciI we made Oil the eighteenth of January; 1I0t sorry tu 
Ila,-e brought to nn end a ,!icnm months' tOUf, ill the course of 
,,·hich many personal inconveniences and difficulties had OC~ 
cUl'rcd, to he borne nnd smtnounted only by a determination 
to gratify c.llriosity at the e'pence of comfort. 

VOL. ( . 
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C H A i'. V. 

Skr/tim maJc on a Journey intD tbe COllT/try t{ thf Namaaquas. 

THE breaking up oftbe south-east mOIlSOOIl, which generally 
bappens towards the cud of April or the bt.·girming of May, 
is a seasor.! of tlJC year that, vf' all others, is WOI'~t calculated 
for UlHlertaking a journey through the sandy deserts of 
Southern Africa. Shoul{l the change of the monsoon not ha\"e 
taken place when the traveller sets out, the long drought 
which always prc-cedes it will have parched up and destroyed 
vegetation to such a degree, that his cattle would be in dan­
ger of perishing from scarcity of food, and still more so from 
want of. water: and, should the contrary be the case, he i,S 
equaJJy unfortunate. as not only for some time be will find JlO 

pasturage, hut must also have to contend with all the iucon­
vClliences of lttormy weather, and perhaps be retarded for 
week. together by the swelling of the rivers. 

'Veighty as these objections ~ppearcd to hf', it \\'as thought 
expedi(,'~t to commeuce a journey. to the northern parts of the 
colony~ . al~ng the western coast, at thc "ery momcnt when 
the hreaking up of the summer !Bonsoon was expected. It 
was the teDtu of April when I' ,et' (QT)vard fron; Cape Town, 

. with a co\'ered 'll~iiggon, aridJ'~eive stout oxen, ' in good con~ 
. Clition~ a single borse, 0 slare, .8 '~'aggoner~ 'and Jf'~der~ ' ',rho 

, . 2 
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IHt<l accompanit-'(l llIe on the other jOlll'nies, lIud an at.ldil ional 

Holtentot to attend the oxen for relays: for it must not be 
:m ppolH'ci, that tile same team of oxen should be able to draw 
daily '(U' a length uf timt'. The farmers, who live only at tile 
(Iistallee of ten (Ia,vs' journey from the Cape, sdJom come 
up with less than· a couple of tl'ams of bullocks to use al­
t<Tnal!'ly. They al~o travel at night~1 for the: sake of cool­
)Ie!)s, and that their c:1ulc may gt'a..:c or brow:le during tile 
tlay. 

J.\ut for tht' bell cr ('OU\"CJlICIICC of thost~ who tnn'ellcd on 
the publ ic sf:n'ice, go\'CrnmClll imposed a l.;iud of tax on tile 

fanners, by obliging lhem to furnish V(JUI"~l'aJf.'i, or teams of 
oxeu, frce orallY expellee, whellcver they should be demanded. 
1t wa>; considered as a sufiici<:nt recomp<'ncc for this service, 
tllat they were supplicd by tbe gO\'Cnmlcnt, without 
)ltlreilasc, with powdcr and hall , to carry 011 their expedi­
liolls against their enunics, the llu!Ojesmans. III the present, 
as well as 011 tbe former lour, I availed myself of this prj\'i~ 

Jege of HIH.:iC'1l1. usage ill the coJony, and nCH'j" met with a 
refusal, 01' e\' CIl a reluctant compliance with the demand, 
wllich, iildecd, was always requested !lot as a matter of right, 
hut of' fanlf, 

As nOlle of my Hottentots weI'C acquainted with one ste(l 
of the northern tour I was about to undertake, we had to 
depend entirel.V on the information of the farmel's as to the 
wad and most cOllvenient baIting places. The first day 
brought us to Koeberg, about eighteen miles from the Cape; 

.. 2 
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and the $(,(,01111 to Groclie kl()(l, ahout sixrc('. llllliics farther on 
a deep ~all,Jy wud, which prored a hard Jay':s drag for it d07.CH 

oxell. 

Groene kloof is n di\"ision of the, Cape district, COIiSlstlllg 

of se\'{!ral clumps of slllall hills, that cross, the sandy slip, 
extendillg along the western coast. OlJ the dales that lie 
within these hills are copious springs of good water, and ex­
cellent paiilll~agc for cattle and horses. None of the ground 
near the Cape can be considered as remarkably productive in 
Q'rain; it rCf1uin-s manure, or to lie fallow for two or thrt'c 
" ."cars, and c\'cn thell ~flol'ds nothing that in England would 
he considered as a crop. It appears from the returns of 
grain, which the farmers arc obliged to deli\'cr annually to 
gm'ernmcnt, that the avcr.lge produce is under tenfold. In 
places close to the town, the returns are much less, the 
ground being worn out by a continual succession of crops 
of grain. 

Among the hilts of Groene kloof are considerahlc numbcr~ 
of Stecnboks, D,uykers, and Recboks, amI a few Hartebeests, 
but frequent "isits of sportsmen from the Cape hu\'e made 
them vcry shy. Hares, korhaen~t grouse, and partridges, were 
5uffic,ienlly plentiful. 'Various ,species of the liliaeeol1s tribe, 
particularly of the amaryllis. and other bulbous rooted plants. 
were now in bloom. but the ,long drought had left little ver­
dure on the sides of the I,m.. ' At tbi' se~n of the year that 
refreshingtind(only to be l\lPkeif l'or intbe neigI1bourhi>~ 
of spring' and, r,v.le,ls. 
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The house of Slahf'l't, the Tt'a fontry", is the Ilext usual 

~Inge heY'lIJd GrDCIl(: kloot'. As this fumily holds a di:)lin­
gttis!.cd place in the pa~e of a French traveller in Southern 
Africa, the rcrat:ity of whose writillO"s has been caJled ill 

~ 

qU('~tiol\, curio~ity" was naturally excited to make some in-

qHirics from them (·.oncernillg tilis author. Ile \n:iS well 
known tn the filmily, and had heen rccci\'{.'d into their IJOu!:'t: 
at tbe l'('col!lllJendation of the fisc'll; but the whole of his 

transactions jn this part of llH' COHlltr)" wherein bis owu 
II<.:roislIl is so fully sct forth, tI,ey assert to he ~o many fabl'i­

cations. The story of shooting the tygcr, in whi<:h his great 
courage is contrasted with the cowardice of the pcas;wt.rJ, I 
l'CHd to them out. of his hook. They laughed \"l'l'y Il('ltl'liJy, 
;lIld asslHt'd me that. although th(~ story had some fOlln<intion 
ill f:lct, the animal IHul heen shot through tile body by a 

.''ild/-roar or trap-gHn, set hy a Hottentot, and was expiring 
under a bush at the time they found it,. when the valiant 

J'rcllchrnan di~chargcd the contents of his l-nusC']uct into tflo 

tyger and c\ispatched ~ljl1l, The first buok which he pub­
lished, of his Travels to the Eastward. contains much correct " 
information,accuratc(les(.'rtption, and a number of pointed and 
just obsen·ations. The sale of the copy of these tra'\'els encou­
rdged, it seems, the making of a second. the materials of which, 
slight as they were, !eCDl to ha\'c chiefly been. furnished by 
the pub1.ication of an English. traveller, whom he pretend~ to 
correct; aud by an account of an expedition to· the· north .. 
ward •• ",,1 out by the Dutch g{)verumcnt of the Cape in 
search of a .tribe of people reported to wear linen clothing. 
The faOlily oc" Slabert assert that he left Zwartlalld in July. 
travelled to the Orange ri~er • . alld returned at tbe beginnulg 
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of the following Dccelllbt'r, at which time, in Jlis hooJ..., he is 
conducting his readers 10 the northward, as fllr as tile tropic. 
The inventive faculties of the Abbe Ilhilippeaux, who is tIl(' 

l'eal author of the work, supplied what he conceh'cd 10 h(~ 

wauting in the tra\.'eller's remark!', ' and in (he two abo\'\'­

mentioned publicatioll f; , 

From the house of Slabcrt we cl'uss('d onT to Salchmha htiy, 

and made a lew obs(>n'utiolls 011 this conunoflioliS iulet of I he 
sea, which will hereafter he Ilotict,n. 

Tlll~ general surf~lce of the country, het\\"(,(,11 the Berg: ,.i\'cr 
anti Saldanha bay, is flat tlllti sandy, ('un'red, howe\'er, \rilh 
n continued forest of shruhbery ; but thinly inhabit.ed, 011 ac­
count of the scarcity of frc'lh water. The soil, though santly, 
is uncolUDlonly fertile; the usual returns 011 wheat being from 
fifteen to twenty fold. Barley yields frolll thirty to finly. 
They usc 110 manl1re, and in some places tbe soil is so loose 
and sandy, that e\'cn th{! operation of plouglJing is unneces­

sary. Gardell phUits of all kinds thrive relllarkabJy well. 
It is curious enough to 800 putupkins~ rudons, cauliflowers, 
and other vegetables, growing luxurinntly in sheer sand .. At 
one place they were rooting out' sugar canes, that had over­
.pread a garden, w give place for a plantation of tobacco. 
The grea.y appearance, and the adhesive quality, of the 
.andy soil that covers the surface of tbi. part of tbe country, 
arise probably from loamy or n' 'y' particles that render it 
80 particularly mVl)rnble tpvegetati,m. " From the cbalky 
~aases of .tQn~ that lie JIf certain 'depths and some-
tlln", appcarabove. ,lbt;f""ndy surface, m. pe.hf.po be! 
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clis('ngaged, by some simple or comhincd' action of the a ir 
and the saline bodies in th e ~;.I1ld, that spf'cies of ai.:riform 
acid contained in chalk, which !cIte ('xpcrim~nts ha ve she wn 
to be the kind of aliment 1II0st congenial to the na t. ure 
of plaots. 

Notwithstanding the fe rtility of tIlt' ground, and the farility 
of tillage, an inconsiderahle quantity of grain is produced, 
owing to th l~ distance and the hea,'y roads to the only mar­
ket in the ('olony. Draught oxen arc scarce and dear in the 
neighbourhood of the C:1pc. and \'Dst numbt:'I"S are annunl1y 
des troyed, io transporting the art icles of necessary cOllsump· 

tion to ·Cl.lpe Town. There is a curious parug n'! ph in the 
\iillutcs of the rrocccdings ill the gO\'crnmcllt of Van Hie .. 
bcc~ , the founder of the colony, which shews the extreme 
scarcity of cattle in the (.>arly stages of the settlement, before 
some elaring ach'cntul'crs pene trated beyond the great ranges 
of mountains. It states, that thc captains of four Eng fis:l 
ships hiWillg arri\'ed ill the bay aDd prescnted the govf;' l'nor 
and council with pipcs, glasses, brandy, and other acccpt:-1Llc 
articles, the governor in council resolved, in order to shew 
thnt the Hollanders were not wanting in gmtitude and ci­
"ility, that the ox ' belonging to the Company, which fwd 
died, not of disease, but frolU hunger, should be divided 
into four quarters, and that one should be sent to the captain 
()f eueb sbip. 

The baYi",f SI. Helena i. ahollt fifteen mil.·, to the northward 
of Hootje. bay. It resemhle, in shape the Taule bay, than 
which it is a little more ()pen and exposed to the northerly 
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a:Hl north-w(,sterly wiuds, b'ut is said to hare better anchol'in,q 
ground. There is n small spring of fresh water at the p()illt 

of t.he' hilly peninsula that rllllS along the coast from S~I)(,lallhll 
bay. 'l'bc J~('rg river, though all imulcIIso mass of water, i'!j 
,'-0 sanded up at the l1Iouth, that boat8 can ent.f:'r it Qnly at 
higll wHtcr. Th('rc still 1't'lIIain a Ie'\\, IJippopntiil1li tmnml,., 

the low('r part of thi~ rin.w, but thf''y are n~l'y shy, nnd coml! 

up at ni).!:hts only, to the place where the water hegins to be 
fn·sh. The Dutch government, in order to prcscl'\'t:! this ani­
lIlai ill the cOlollY, impost'd a line of a thousand guilders on 
any }lcnioil that shonld put IIIlC oi th(,111 to dC'3th. Came of 

n('ry kind js n~ry plelltiful towards tht' mouth or the rinT. 
Till' two lar(ll~ untt'lollt's. tile h;Jrlebccst, auel the 'TCUl~hok, lin' a 0 

l;cca!:>ional yisilors uf this part of tile country. 

Al the distance of fifteen miles frolll the mouth of the ri\·t:I'. 
] ('_r()s~ed it iu a boat, alld flo:HCd over the waggoll with a 
cask. The road on the opposite side was ItO heavy, and so 
(rreat the extent of country uuinhabited, on account of the 
~., . 
deep santly surface, and the scarcity of watt'.r. that it wa~ 

uark before the waggon could arrire at tile place whcre It W3:i 

proposed to halt for the night. The driver, though all iuha­
bitant ·of the country, Jost his wRy over the uniform surface 
of sand and bu:;he~, and we were three hoUl'S dragging back .. 
ward.s Hnd forwards before the house could be discol'ered, 
though · close UpOII it the whole. time. ' /t .·was a wretcht'Q 
hovel of rusbel, standing in the ru'idst afa sandy plain. The 
night wa. very· cold, andtbere "' ... ·neither food nor shelter 
'ior the horses, nor,·.water for the cattle . . ' 'fhe shifting of tbe , . 

... il~-drit\S had . chasked up the 'brinY"'pl'ing, 8ndlhe 'inha-
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bitants fwd been obliged for some time to fetch theu' ,\'atcr 
frolll the lkrg river, a distance at Ie::l~t of twelve tHill's. At 
the hazard, therefore, of losing om' way a seeond lime, I 
determined. to proceed to the 11('xt hahitation, which was salll 

to be about t()ur miles fiutlicr. On arriving there, at mid­

night, it was found to he \'Cry Jitlle better than the other. 

The house and its illiHihilalits wore evident marks of pOl'crt)". 

A cow or two, a little com, a few sheep and goats, consti­
tuted the wlwlc of th( ~ il' possessions whidl, Ili()lIgh in Europe 
would t:omprehcntl both wealth and comfort, arc incapahle ' 
of confcl'rillg' ill this coulltry eitiJer the one or the othel'. 

11 was on these miserable plain~ that the Ahb{~ de Ia l'aillc 
terminate!! tile mC'asurcllI ('nt or Iii!> Lase rrom tlH~ C"pe, in 
order to mcertain the icngth of a degree of the 'JlIcridian in 
the southerll parullcls of latitude. Uespeeting this gr~at 
mathematician and a~trol1omcl', and hi" arduous ullucl'lakiu!. ... , 

the learned author of a 1\lathematical ilictionary, latdy pllh­
lished, has the following remark: U Having, thus executed 
" the purpose of his voyage, and no presell t opportunity 
,~ offering for Ilis returll, he thought of employing the vacant 
" time in another arduous attempt; no less than that of tak­
" ing the measure of the earth, as he had already done that 
" of the heavens. 'rhis, indeed, had been done before by , 
" different sets of learned men, both in Eur6pe and America; 
" some determining ~he quantity of a degree at the eqnator, 
" am\ others at the arctic cirdc: but it had not as yet been 
" decided, whether' in the southern parallels of latitude the 
" ~amc dimensions obtained as in the norlhern. His labors 
" were rewarded" with dip. satisfaction he wished for, ha\'ing 
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U uctermiJlcd a distance of 410814 feet ii'om a place called 
" Xlip j (JJI/t'Hn to the Cape, by memlS of a base of :JHS02 f(~ct 

u three times actually Hlt'aSnrec.l : wh.cllce he disco"creo a 
" new scnet of nature, lIamely, that tLc radii of the parallels 
" in south latitude are not the same length as those of the 
" cOITcspouding parallels in north latitude:' 

If the observations of the Abbe be correct, and I bdic"c 
they have never been called in question, the result uf them, 
giving a larger Lulk to the 30utllt': llI hemisphere of tbe earth 
than to the northern, may, perhaps, he sufficiently satisfac­
tory to account for the equipoise of tht; globe without huy­
ing recourse to a southern t:onlittC111, which many learned and 
ingenious gentlemen imagined to exist, in ordel' to cOlllliel'­

balance the great quantity of mountainous land ill high 
IJorthern· latltude~. 

The oxen for relays having followed the waggoll alone, 
without the Hottentot who IJud the charge of them~ his com­
panions began to grow uneasy .abollt llim. Ha,-ing had a 
violent beadach the precooing evening, occasioned by feple- · 
tion, he had asked me for an emetic. At tirst he took three 
grains of tartarized antimony, which produced no dleet. 10 
the course of flaIl' an hour, I gm'c hjm three morc without 
.uc~. The tbird time he .wallowed • double dosc, which 
anslVered the purpose. His companions concluded that he 
must have died on the road from the elfect of the mcdicint', 
and were continually Tepea~ing in my hearing, that it was 
pity I had givenhilp flO much. Though perfectly at· ease 

_Illy.elf with respect to aoy harm that woald !l(l1he to the 
1 
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Hottenlot, having had former expericllce of the strengt.h of 
their stomachs, yet it was 110 easy matter to convince the rest 
of it; and his absence was also a "cry serious inCOnn~i!icllcc. 

III the morning, howel'cr, he made his appearam:c. He had 
fitfJcu asleep, it sr.cmed, about t.he middle of the preceding 
(lay, and had not awaked till night. Though n~r.y dark, and 

unacquainted wit.h a single step of 0111' route, he had found 
liS Ollt by lollowing the tract of tlH~ \nlggon, a btlsiness in 

wlJich a Ilottentot i:-; uncommonly dever. There is not an 
anilUa~ alllong the multitude which range the wilds of' Africa, 
jf he he at all acquainted with it, the print of whose feet he 
will not easily (Iist.illguislt. Alit! though the. marks by which 

hi:'l judgmeut is directed are cxcccdingl.v nice, yet they are 
constant in allimals ill a state of !latun', but domesticated 
allimals arc li'lhle to many <lccidental ,,·ariatiollS. He will 
distinguish the wolt~ j{)J' instance, from thc dOl'IJcstic ung, by 
t.he Iar!"Cncss of the ball of the foot, and the cornl>arativcly o 
smallness of the toes. The print of Ilis compfmionlol' feet !le 

will nl any time single out among a thousand. The 1)L~asalltr'y 
arc also t.olerably expert in tracing gallic hy the marks or 
t.heir teet; it is, in lilct, a part of thdr educlltion. An 
African. boor gains a sort of reputation by being clever 01' 

ltet spoor. This is the method by which, on moonlight nights, 
they hunt down the poor 13osjesmans. 

At the eastern extremity of the sandy plain, I was for~ 
tunate enough to procure fresh oxen, to enable me to pass 
the northern point of the Picquct. berg, a clump of moun~ 
tains probably so named from their position ' in front of the 
great chain. Grain, fruit, good tobacco, .and a limited Dum~ 

1"T2 
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bel' of c.aU1C'. nrc the produce of the filrillS at the fcet of 
these JllOUJ 11:, iilS. At one place thc;y were distilling all ardellt 

spirit of no di!'Jagl't'cablt: flavor from water-melons, the largest 
,dJicil to Illy recullection I had crer sten. . . 

Tile deep sandy plains were succeeded hy still decper 
saudy hills, O\'l' r which tIle waggoll made hut H'I)' slow pro­
gress, the wilet'ls sinkillrr to the axc's every momen t. These , . 
Jlills, or rather mountains, of sand, extended neal' thirty miles 
heyond the point of the l>jcguct berg, bct()rc they attained 
their greatest cic ... ali.on, where a \'cry curious auel grand spec .. 
tacle presented i,bt:lL .4.lung the SUlllluit, which was stweral 
lnilcs in width, ro~e (Jut of the COtlT5C crystallized sand anel 
fragments of sandstone, a multituue of pyramidal columns, 
some of which were several hundred feet ill diameter, and as 
many in height; these, viewed ii'om a distance, had the re­
gular appearance of works of art. The materials wert:: also 
san~stone,. bound together by veins of a firmer texture, con­
taining a portion of iron, The cavernous appearance of these 
peaked columns, that had hitherto withstood, though not 
entirely escaped, the corroding tooth of tirHe, and the vicissi-

. tudes of de\·ouring weather, P!oclaimcd t,heir "ust al~tiqt.litj' ; 
and the coarse sand in which their bases were hurjcd, and the 
fragments of the same matel'j~ that were scattered o"cr the 
surface, and Dot yet, crumbled ~way, were sufficiently demolJ­
strative that these pyramids bad pnee been united, making at 
that. time . one ,?onnected mountain, similar to the great 
northern range. Out of the mOilJd"red remains of these 
mountains had be~' formed the in~fiorJtills of sand, while 
the tiner particles, waf ted by the ·,vi~os and the torrents; .have 
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rcstr.d on tbe plains that stretch along the sea coast. Tlw 
united streamlets of water alllong these hills compose a shed 

of considerahle extent, called the Vcr/oorC1l l.!ailc,lf, 01' the J'or­
]01'0 lake. It had some resemblance to the Knysna, lH.'.ar 

J)Jcttcnhcrg's bay, but was totally devoid of the appendages 
that beautify the latter. Inslead-of grt'CIi knoll!i, skirted and 

capped by forest trees, the Forlorn lake was s\I\Tounded uJ 
b'IITcn mounlnins of sand, crowned with maS!ic.'; of naked rock. 
The margin of the lake, hOWC\'N, WWi belted with 
ground, and s~emcd to be tolerably well inhabited . 

It was three loug days' journeys before the hills of sand 
were left behind, alld a new sort of country, still sandy, pre· 
scntcd itself <llong the banks of the Olijrmf", OJ~ Elcphailt's 
l'i"cr, whit.:h, like the Berg, is one of the few rivers in the 
'Colony that is llC\'cr entirdy dried up. It receives a: constant 
supply from the numerOllS rills that descend from the great. 
northern chain of mOllJltains, altmg the feet of which it flows, . 
till their discontinuance in a connected range., between the 
thirty-first and thirty-second <icgree of Jatitude. Here they 
brunch out into a number of rugged hills and detached 
masses, ~Il at length they mingle with the Karma plains • 
. After the breaking up of the ehain of monntains, the Ele­
lJhant's ri\'er lurns off to the w('stward. and falls into t.he sea, 
in latitude Slll' north. The mouth of thi5 river-is contracted~ _ 

rocky, and t; hal1owt and seldom ~afc to be entered by boats. 
'lithin, it is navigable neal' thirty miles up the country, . 
which is, however, wild, and almost uninhabited, O1rillg tn, 

th~ ~carcity of.fresh water. 
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On the banks of the river, neal' the place where we crossed 
it, were sel'era) "cry exec,lIent farms. Rice ''''3S here pro­
duced of a large heavy grain, and white as snow. The mul­
titude of bird s attracted by it was said to require a number of 
people to guard it from them. TIle small Loxia Astrild is 
particularly troublesome. The immense flocks of this species 
of Grossbcak may in some degree be conc('iveJ, from the cir­
cumstance of tbrec-and-sixty having been suot at one dis­
charge of a small fowling-piece. 

On the twclJl'~'-firs t I atteluptccl, wilh sixtl~CIl fresh oxen in 
the waggon. to cros.'i the great chain of mountains; which was 
effected in about eight hours. The .passage had not UCCIl 

made at this place for a length of time by allY wagg:on, yet as 
the usual circuitolls road would have occasioned the Joss of a 
whole day, I considered it as an ohject worth the trial. 

This part of the chain of mountains was exceeuingly grand 
omd lofty, and the road .scrpentizing through the narrow passe!' 
whose massy sides rose into lofty pinnacles, was dreadfully steep 
nnd rugged. On appl'OaclJing tile !'!l1mmit, the same kind of 
pyramidal relUains made tbcir appearance, ill the midst of a 
suduce of sa lid and fragments of rock. These peaks wel'e, some 
of them, a thousand feet high, 'and of such vast bulk, that 
each might be considered as ,. 8 separate mountain. They' 

Jorm the very highest ridge of the great chain; but the extent 
of the summit wliieh I had to cross might be considered at 
least 6,'c miles ,in width. The-grot.,t:sque munner in which the 
resisting fnlgment.~ , grew out of .-this surface, or rolling from 
the upper ridges, liad .. tumbled on each olhcr,Jorming natural 
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cham hers, arcl !e's, colunnades, and SlollC'hclIgcs, to ti le lna~lli­

tude of which, nlat on Salishury Plain ",oultl appear but a ... a 
cottage by the side of that city's great cathedral; all ol"tlW"f' 

~o wasted, and corroJed, and cavcJ'Ilous. thc skeletons ollly of 

what tiley once were, struck the mint.! wilh the same l;;ind of 

melallcholyawe, that the: cont.emplation of the remains of an­
cicnt. grandeur generally inspires. Scated in thc midst of 
these alltique ruill~, my mind was in ,'ain busied in trying to 
form some estimation of the measure of time that. lmd passed 
away in cticctillg thc general depression of the mOlllltain, and 
(~ql1ally vain was it to attempt a calculation , in how many 

~lges yet nnuol'll, the stupendous masses, of at least a thou­
sand f{~c t high, of solid rock, would dissoh'c, and "learc not 
" a rack behind." 

I could be at no loss, llOwc\'cr, to comprehenu, wIlcnce 
proceeded the sandy plain~ that stretched alollg: the western 
coast of this coulltry, to a distance y~t untravellcd. This 
rauge of mountains alone, taken at two hundred miles iH 
length, fivc miles in width, and the general deprcssion at a 
hundred feet only, \ .... oulcl have supplied material::; to c.over 
uniformly to the depth of three feet, a 1;lain of thirt)'-tlirct' 
thousand square miles. A farther idea suggested itsclf~ that 
all the sand of the sea shows probably owed its origiu to the 
remains ofwom-down mountains, scattered hy the wjuds, aUf} 

borne down by torrents into the" bosom of the deep," and 
thence tbrown back upon its shores. This theory seems to be 
established by facts. In Africa the whole coast is sand, 
from lhe Cape of Good Hope to the Gulph of lknin, U1Hkr 

the cquinoxiailine, an extent through which it is more than 
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probable, the ~ tnlt i ficd mountains of sand.slolle continue to 
• l'lm; whilst, on the opposite continent, the rocky shore ex-

tends ii'om tbe line to the suuthernmost Cape, because the 
\dlOle of tbe mountains there arc composed of durabk 
granite . 

. On approaching t.he upper part of the mountains, the wca ~ 

ther b(~CmllC suddenly buisterous, and to a perfect calm and 
mild atmosphere succeeded, in the course of a few hOUTS, a 
violent hun-kane Illat roared through the \'aultcd rocks, and a 
cold and picreing air. Y ct in this e1evat.ed situation, a small 
spring of' waler had tempted a peasallt t.o {~ rect his coUarrt', 

~ 

al'ound which was just as much ground as was suffic i(',nt to 
afford a supply of bread to its possessor. Solitary am{ 
wretchcu as the hoyel appeared to b(', it was crowded. with 
persons of both sexes, in the height of gaiety. The Owncr of 
the place 11ad. just returned fr~ll1 the Capp, and had brought 
.with him a supply of bl'O.uuy, with which they were makinfT . ~ 

Inon-y. The I)oorest peasant, on his annual visit to the Cape, 
llc\'cr fails to Jay in, among other artic1es of purchase, a cask 
of sopie, and this liaS little rest day or night till it be ex­
Jlau~tcd. Friends and strangers arc equally welcome to it as 
long as it will run. Among t~le ' present company were two 

men ,vholl1, fl'Olll their cOllntenanpes, I could perceh'e to be 
Europeans. They had beeD long enough in the country to 
forget their' own language, but 110t. to have learned that of the 
Dutch, so tbat ip fact tbey scarcely bad the menns of makin<7 

. . . . ' ~ 

themsC'lves inteUigible to anyone .. .. The.onc was an Irishman~ 
the other Eoglish; ~Dd boih were prohably deserters fro~ tbe 
army or the uavy "'he . fir~t h~d taken up the .prore.sion of 
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a waler U:.'j:'I'l', 01' discO\'cn~r of water, and had shcwll ~mg'H' ity 

enough to cstahlish a sort of reputation in the country. By 
speaking little, looking wise, and frc'lucnt application to the 
('yc of a double convex. lCIl~ , which liaPP<'llcd to have an air­

bubble within it, 11(' hat! pl'acliseci with great success on the 
n C'(l ulity antI ignorance of tht' Dut'c11 fanner!o>, and had ob­
tairwd limB them, by this uIHI other means, a pair of horses, 

and sc\'cral hundred .. ix-dollars of paper mone),. The lighting 

of tll(~il' pipes at the Sl!ll by me,H\s .of Itis glass, and the pel'­
"S1I<l5ion that tlte air-hubble within it was a drop of waleI' that. 
J){)ss('s~cd dIe sympatlldic t'Jllality ofahl'ays tumiug towarJs its 
killdl'ccl ('!i.'nlCnt, had sudl HII' irresistihle efiect on the ' rud(~ 
minds of the )\friC'an hoors, that the Irishman, like a true 

<lllack, SOULt learned to appreciate his consequence so highly, 
a~, nen'!' to pay a yisit tu uny funTlcl', in onlcr to examiue 

the s t~te of his water, without a previous fec. Obscrving me 

I~\l gh at the credulity of the people gaping at his mount~­

hank tricks, he took occasion to speak to me apart, begging, 
4i.1I· GO(l's !'akc, I would not detect the impo~ture, as he was 
1l0W in slich good practice that he was able to keep an assist­
nut. Surprise ceases at the credulity of mt'n born and edu~ 
ellcd in the wilds or Afi'ica, on reflecting to what extent the 

imp()stors of I~UI'opc ha\'c slicceeded, in living upon the foUy 
{)f those who hare bren weak enough to listen to .them. 

Animal lUagnetism Iaa-s raisl:d many a quack to a state of 

grandeur, at the expenee of credulity; and the nonsense of 

the 1..'irgula tii1:inatQ1'ia, or divining rod has still its VOa 

taries. 

There neyer perhaps was a set of men so void of resources 

in O\'crcoming diffl(~ultics , as the Dutch farmers of the CapC'. 

rOL •. 1. , ; l' 
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The inanit.,> o r their minds and the indolent habit of. 
their hod ies ;HI' Ilot even surmounted by .se lf-interest. Their 
jO'llorallcc cannot he a matter of wonder, hut we often find ill 
" Europe unlctkrcd men POliSCSSCU of grt~at t<llcnts and ingc-

llUity. No printing-press has ),ct f~ulld its wax to the Cape 
of Good Hope, except a small one for cards or hand-hills. 
They contrirc. indeed, to publish a sort of almanac, hut tha t 
of the current year has somewhat sufIcrcd in its repu tation, 

by ha";ug statt'd au eclipse of the moon t.o fall on the day 
preceding th/~ tilil. ana to he invisihle, when , 1I1JI'uckily for 

the almanac-maker, it happened at its proper tiIHe', "isihlc, 

uno nearly total. 

The descent to the eastern plain was sel'era} llUndred feet 

Jess than had been thc, asccllt of the opposite face of the moun~ 
tain. The country was now rough and stOIlY, hounded by 

a high ridge of wall-sided rock, from five hUlldrrd to a tholl­
:;U1l0 feet in height. The summit was a broad belt, of that 
kiud ,~f surf~ce lormer),)! spoken of under the namr. of Karma. 
A parbal d e ration still higher than this surface, is callf'd tile 
BokkevcJd's mOllntaiu, and resembles,. ill its appcu1'ancc and 

,})fuducc, the mountains of Snc[Jwbcrg. ' In ascending the 
Bokk\,'\"cld, the south-cast monsoon thrcatened a ciJanO'c. 
• . 0 

'fhe .!"illtl ha\'ing blown strong from tllat (IUafter for th1'ee 
t1ays, suddenly cllallgC(~ to ,the porth ward, alld tIle contention 
}lro(i'UCCJ: iuecssant peals .of tll,undcr the whole day, hea,'Y 
r'4io, and the largest ha.ilst<?1:l~s , ,~ ever ~w. Some of them 
Ineasurcd six .. ~n~~ ' of au i~c,I:1 'i~~ ' d~airieter; 8ud a peasant 
who lived on th<l/ligbest part, asserted that they fell near bis 
llOu5O as large a. pulJets"gg.. On the wl·ather ·clearing up 

. at night, tbe temptr.!ure of the air had decreased .from 78', at 
0000, to 40' of Fahrenheit's ~calc, 
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J n the COI1r!'(' of a \'cry few days after the rain, the :iurfacf' 

of the 130kkncld hecame one verdant carpet of herbaccou" 
plants, ellibroidered by a multitude of the humble,,,.Yct beau­
tiful, Owli$, some red, sOllie white~ and others ycIJow. GiUlI! ' 

of 1ll0st kinds is \'er.y abundant in this district, particularly 
hares, bllstards, and partridges, which we daily saw in tholl ­
:mllds; and they wpre so vcry tame, that we had no difficulty 
in procuring whatever qualltity we wished rOl'. 

The (livir.;ion of O"de/' or 1~owc,' Bakkcvcld, 1wing tile rc­

mot.e!:lt in the colo II)' 011 this side, and Donlering UII the coun­

try inhabited by those Maroon Hottentots, ('alled Bosjesmalls, 
it. became 1It.'CCSSal'j", ,in ordel' to proceed to till:. northward, to 
make 1:111 addition to my people, not ollly as a protection 
;:lgainst till.! savtlg<:s, but as guides o\'er all uninhabited desert 
of the ~amc nature as the gn:al Kal'l'oo leading to Graafr Rey­

Bet. 1.0/lW, the I,.'(' ld Cummalldnnt, readily oftCI'CU his st:rvicl-s, 
out he was totally nnac(luaint.ed with the desert tlwt skirted 
llis tlj:-;trict. A lIoltcntot, however, was soon found, to whom 

were known all tIle places where watel' was llIost likely to be 

met wit-h, and he was glad of the occasion to act as guide. 

Ha\'ing procured a second waggon to carr,)' the necessary 

provisions and grain for our horses, we set forward at an early 
hour in the IllUmillg, in order to · arrive at the steep edge of 
the mountain before dark. From this precipice, which in 
tmllly' parts is not less than two · thousand feet, the Karroo 
plains bcneatl~ appeared a<; a vast sea, and the horizon was 
interrupted' onl): by a few di~tant hills, r.i~itlg out ofthc -dre,ar1 

; ' . . 



TRAVELS IN 

waste like so many islands. 'Vc descended the precipice 
where it was least steep, and haying reached in saf(~ty the 
bottolll, lust before dark, we Jokrd ti"csh oxen into the wag­
gOlls, and launched forth upon the desert. About midnight 
we halted upon the Thorn river. which unc~pcdedly ran in a 
considerable stream, but tlK~ water was salt as brine. A 
lipring neal' tbe I'i\'cr called the Slillk fOllteyu, threw out watcl~ 
that was saline to the taste, and had a most di6gusting fetid 
smell. The thunder stonn and heavy I'ain, that fut' a whole 
day had continued on the Uokkevc1d, had not extended to­
the Karroo. The surface was dry and UU5ty, as in the middle 
of summ<>f, and the few shrubby plants that arc pccHliar to­
tbis sort of country, generally of the succulent kind, were so 
parched and shrivt'lled, that \-·egetatiou seemed for a length of 
time to have been suspended. 

We were be,e visited by a party of Bosjeslllans, headed uy 
·a captain ·I:or chief. This man was well known to the com­
mandant, having been of signal 8CrVK!e to him in expeditions 
against bis o~~'o' country·men, whose' marauding way of )ife he 
had been prevailed upon to quit, with bis whole horde, on 
promise of tbe pardon and protection of the government. II 
;. notv fifteen years sillce they bO,d ' tuken up their abode on 
the edge or lb. Karroo, wher. they had lived peaceably and 
ioduitri,ous\y ever SiD(!e. He. said that, by making pro· 

:~r ov.crt.ures to his coun-tr'yme~, -he had 00 doubt but many 
llOrees might be,,!>rollgllt to live quietly in : ih. service of the 
iiorm_ for that:tlieir distresses; iii' their prescot way of lile, 
,.~re great aod grievous. 
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Early on the Illorning of the tweJlty-seventh, with fr£'~h 

teallls of oxen, we proceeul'(l to a;):,,, the desert. The Wind 
still continued at south-cast, and Llic wcathcl' was remarkably 
warm for the season of the year, the thermometer standing at 
;)gO at sun-risc, and at SO<> in the middle of tilt! day in the 
~hade. The wi.lggons raised a cloud of dust tlmt was almost 

insupportable. Except one solitary ostrich, not a livillg crea­
ture of any kind appeared the whole day. Ha\'illg lr<l\'cJlecl 

ncar eight hours, ollr 11 oltelltol guide pointed out a plaec UIl­

clcr a small clump of naked hills, where water, he said, frc­
"ucntly lodged in the cavities of rocks. lie called it tile 
Lielrw kU!JI, or Lions' dCIl. After a lOllg search, a little water 
was disco\'el'cu in a cavernous rock, fresh and sweet; and \Vitll 
this we replenished our ,,'essels. Under one of the ridges of 
bills was a c1!:,lnnel COl'ere£! with small pebbly sand, wllich ap­
peared iu severa) places to. hu\'c been sCl"atched with hanos 
ill search of watcr; and thousands of the impressions of the 
tcet of ,-arious nn-tclopes, qURchas, and zehras, were mark('d 
on the sanu, uut none of lions, of which the'uame of the place 
S('clllcd~ to imply it to· have been. the resort. 

00 the twenty-cighth we entered a narrow pass among the 
. Jlill~ lha,tlay behind the Lions' den, which hiHs arc considered 
os the COlllm~nCeml..>llt ot'the Na.maaqua country. The sur­
lace contiuued to be hroken intu hill and dale, but both were 
dcsti~l1tc of plan.t.s, except im1eed. that along the stony sides 
of lllO!!!t of the hi.Us were grCMving vast multitudes of a tree as 
unsightly ~5 ·it WW~ (:m~jous. It was . 'a specie., of the aloe, 
calk" .by botanists the Diehot.ma, fwm the division. and sub. 
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di\'isiOD of cadi urallc ~ 11 into pairs. Each of thcs£' Sllhd ivi­

sions is terlll inated by a tuft of Jca,"cs, and t.he whole forms 
a large ilemisl)ucrical crown suppOl"lcd I1pon a tapering lnln!,. 
which is generally of large diameter, but short in proportion 
t.o 'be ,'ast c ircum ference of the crown . This has heen said 
sometimes to amount to many hundre~1 feet. The largest I 
met with was about one Inmorrt\ feet. It is called in tl H ~ 

cou ntry the K{Ju/';c,- boom, or quiver t ree, its pithy bnlJle!H" 

being employed by the ]~()s.i csmalls Holtellt ot~ as cases !Ul' 
their urrows. In some of the passes of tll1..~ hills were thill ly 
scattered serer.a ) spr.cics of the geranium, muong which was 
01)(', whose branches were armed with stroll ll" sl) ines; aud also 

~ 

a tree Cotyledon, all the individ uals of'w hicll appeared old. <l I l t! 

!'ituntcd not unJike the ~Htifi cjal dwarf trec!S ill\·cn lcll and 1' \1 1-

timteu by the Chinese. 

Two mountain geese directed. us by t.heir fl ight to a spring 
of' water, about twenty miles beyond the l .ions' clen. Though 
snfH cicntly copious; for 'our present ncccssitic~ , yet it wa" 
strougly. impregnated with sah. At the distance oft en ll1il l'~ 
Iwyond this ~pot we urri\'ed at the bed of'tl le lJarlC'iJct'st 
river, which, from the .\'Cl'y lofty mimosas that &kirt~d its 
banks, and entirely buried it wi(~.jn thei r extended branchc~, 
promised a plentiful stream. It. bappened, however, at th is 
time, to be perfec tly dl'y, The experiment of digging was 
made ;n ' the ,. bcd of the ri""~; and, at five feet under the 
pebbly and .crystallized .and, 'the fr;ogn;en'ts apparently of 
decolUposed .gJ1luite, we disco~eied a stream of clear frt'Sb 
water,; and-from' ~'lriou. eXi'cii~c~ts afterwards made ill. the 
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sandy beds of the rivers of the Namaaqlla country, I am in­
clined to think, that subterranean l'treams of 'IIt'atel' pass un­
der most of them in this part of Africa. 

Near this ri\'er was sit.uuted a Kraal or llOrcle of Namaaqua 
Hottentots. Their flocks of sheep, which were hrought ill 

towards the c\'ellillg, might perhaps amount to three thousand. 
They possessed also a' few cattle, and a ht'rd of small hand .. 
sOllie goats, that were spotted like the leopard. The .sheep 
were totally tlifft.·rcnt from the breed usually met with in. the 
colouy. J Ilstcad of the short., broad, and curling tails of these, 
those of tlte Namaacluas were lung and round Ii~e the com~ 
mon English sllecp. The rams had !:Imal1 straight horns. The 
cOV('ring was a sort of hair, short, straight, shining,. and ~pot~ 
ted, ~lIId mostly bay and wliit('. These, ill all probability, 
W(TC the indigenous shcep of the country, the broad-tailed 
onts having been brought into tbe colony from the northward. 
Thc tlsscrtion of ~'Ion sic ur Vaillant is without any kind of 
foundation, when he say~, tha.t broad· tailed shc{!p trans­
l'iantl..-u into the Nal1laaqu,\ country lose that part of their 
character, and obtain long round taiJs. There arc Dutch pea­
sants who ha\'c Jiyed in this country thirty ycars,.yct ha,'e not 
a long· tailed sheep ill their whole flock . . I could not hold 

"lilY conversation with the~e people through the means of my 
IJotlClltots, the language spoken by the one being perfcct.ly 
unintelligible to the other; uor could they speak or undcr­
~land a \ford of Dutch. 

Our next encampment was at the house or hon.') of a Dutch. 
pe.lsaut, situat.ed <"It the entrance of a narrow defile between 
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two ranges of mounlains. The figure that presC'lItrd it self at. 

the door migl:l truly be said to represent a being of a differ· 
cnt country Jrolll that which we had left behind. 1t W3!t a. 
tall olJ man, with a thin sallo,,' \tisagc, and a beard of ding!' 
black, which, extending to the CJ~S, where it met the straggling: 
hair of tIle forehead, obscured the face like a ,·isof. Never 
was a fillcr figure f()f the inhubi ta nt of ~ black tower or ('11-

(:hanted castle, ill the page of a romance. Not accustomed 
to reCcl\'e ·~trangcn;, he sC'Cmed, Oil our arriv3i, t.o hf' solll{,­

'v hat agitated. In one corner of the chitnlll',Y uf his h(wei. 
which coulJiste.o of olle llpal'tmclll, sat an 01<1 IloHI~lltOt wo­

wan, over whose head J~d passed at least a c(,l1tl1l'.\' of ycal".';. 

To her natural sallow complexion was snpc/'.1,J(Jdcti no ~lIwll 

<luantit.y of soot, so that slJ{~ was at h-ast liS black as her 

bearded master. A icmalc t!ilavc next mmic her up'pcaranc(', 

of a ,)ieee with the two fi.mner. 'J'he filggot IH'l'''f' lltly craekled 

on the hearth; a qmu-te r of a sheel) was laid on the coaJ..; to 

broil; and the repast was speedily SCI'\'cd up 011 the lid of an 
old chest, for want of a table, ano co\'(~red ''''ith a renmant of 
the same piece of 'cloth worn a~ a petticoat hy t.he ft.'mall' 

slave, which, it seemed not unlikely, had also once bt.'C,ll 1..'111-

ployed in the same sort of ser"ice, 

It tUfflCU out in conversation, lhat the old gentleman had 
long resided ill this sequestered spot fal' removed from all 
society; without wife Of c1lild, relation or friend, or any hu­
man being to converse with or confide in, except the old Hot­
tentot ·and the .• lave, who were his only inmates, and a tribe 
of Hottentots living in straw h~ts without. With the ap­
pearance of wretcbcdDes. and extreme poverty, he possessed 

2 
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immense herds of sheep and cattle, and had scvcrallarg{'. sums 
of money placed out at illlpfcst. He was lit.erally wha.L the 
world has properly called a miser. Injustice, however, to the 
old' man, he was one of the ci"ilIest ercaturcs imaginable. On 
our return we were much indebted to him for the assistance of 
llis cattle, which he very obligingly scnt forward to fall in with 
OUI' waggolls on the n:tidst of the Karroo desert. It is singu~ 
lar enough, that a brother and a sister of this man, both aIel, 
and both unmarried, should each ha\'c their habitations in se­
parat.e and distant corners of these mountains, and live, like' 
l1im, entirely in the society of Hottentots; they are nearly re­
lated to onc of the richest men 'in the Cape. 

On the twenty-ninth,we crossed :.L chain of mountains to the 
west and, proceeding to the northward between it and another 
much higher, we came at night to the head oftbe defile, where 
it. was found impracticable for the waggons to make any fa:-­
ther progress. 'Ve therefore encamped near a clear and co­
pious spri1lg of water, called the FleuMs fonte!ITl. The moun­
tains, within the defiles of which we now were, are called in 
the Narnaaqua Janguage, the Klmmies, signifying tIle cluster 
or aggregate. That which headed the several passes, or where 
as a center they an terminate, is a very high peak, not less 
than four thousand feet above the plain, on the western side. 
where it sloped gently to the sea-shore. These mountains, in 
their nature aud composition, differ from a11 others in the co­
lony_ Except the high point just mentioned, tbey are neither ' 
peaked, ·n:or tabular, nor stratified, but are composed of 
large rounded lDas~S of grantte, a whole mountain sometimee 
oonsisting otily of OQ~ n .• ked rock. To two of this sort, from 

. c •. _ ' . 
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their similarity 10 tl;ose fcmarl,aule !7.tone:s already noticed nn~ 
cler the 1l~1lt ("~ ol'tbe 'Pearl .wd the Diamond, but t(,11 tim(;~ 

their si:;,(', as a point of dist inction in the chart, I gave the 
uame of the K amaaqua })(',u!s. 

, 
The }oa:;c fra O'nlC'lI ts of stone on , the 5idcs of the Khamics o 

herg, whethN detached pieces of granite, 01' greasy quartz, or 
flinty pebble!'; , had almost ill\'ariably that side whirh lay lied 

the grouud, tinged of a blue or green color, but mostly of the 
'latter. The \'eins that ran through tlw mountainous mas'iCS of 
granite were gcncraJJy filled with semi-transparent quartz, 
among whieh were both mctalJic cryr;talli:t:atiolls and arbori. 
zatiolls. In scn ::tal places were curious tlat rocks, colored 
red and yellow, which might be taken up in such large rlag~7 

.and were so easily cut with a knife, that t.hey had obtained 
the name of plank-stollc. In the veins of tiJis stone were also 
metallic plates of a pyramidal form, and it greenish color. All 
these appearances iudicated the existence of abundance of 
copper in the Khamies berg. In fact, this is the·commence­
ment of what arc called the Copper mountains, frum the 
(}uaotity. of Malachite that is said to be strml'cd ovcr their 
surface. In these mountains is also iounu, in large bloeks, 
that species of stone to which mineralogists. iu Europe have 

. '" given. the name of Prehnite. '~hJ8 stone ·possesses most of the 
ch.aractcrs of Zeolite ; but ha"'jng some others from which it dif­
~~ri~ it was considered as a new species. Some speci.mens are 
extremely. beautiful; they are generally of .&0 apple green 
ground : marked with white, · pale 'yellolv, 'orbrownstripes. or 
spots, The only use ()r ornament' io .. which the Dutch apply 
4,'is thAt to whi"hit is Jeast sliit\lll, namely, tbe~",*ting it . ..... . '. .. 
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into tobacco-pipes, as the heat soon (lcstroys the colors: and, 
·if carried to red nest', the furm also; for, Jike ~t!~lite, it. pO')­

scsscs the character of intumescence hy strong heat. it migbt 

be maouf~lctured into vases, little infnjor to the Derhyshirl' 

spar which, though much less esteemed than it d~scr"es, be­
canse too common, has certainly few rivals in the lapidary 's 
workshop. 

'Vc attempted to ascend the highest point of the Khamics 
hel'g 011 horseback, but before we had gaincu the g<'I:l'l'aJ 

sum mit out of which it rjsc~, we were bll1'ied in a thick mist , 

-w hich shortly became heavy ruin; and tile thermometer from 
:)10 at the botlom of the mountain, had desc('ndell to .34". 
"\""c took shelter in the solitary hO \-Tl of a Dutch pew~ant, tllat 
stood on t.he sloping summit of the mountain . Cold as it. 
was, the man and his family had no other habita.tion than a 
hut made of rush l1Iatting, and fashioned after the manner r)f 

the Namaaqu3s, which will presently be noticed. Though 
riel) as to the numl){,1" of his shcep and cattle, he could have 

DO other comf()rl in life. except, Jike the misel' at the foot of 
the mountain, the gratification a.rising from knowing hmv 
much he was worth. Fearful that the weather mig~t become 
worse, and that from tifc cnc l'casing cold the rain might be 

converted into snow, we thought it prudent to g ive up the at­

tempt of proceeding higher, and to make 11m best of our way 
down. It frequently happell ' that the snow begins to fall on 
this mouutain early in May. The inhabitants are then obliged 
to quit · th~ir elevated situation, and to establish themsclves 
for the \Vi~ter on the plains below. Neither the distance of 

the Khamiesberg from the sea, which is only about fifteen · 
x x 2 
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milcs, nor its height, are sufficient to account for the early ap­
proach of winter, and the deep snows that faU there. Perbllps 

as this point is the tennination of the peritllllical winds, and 
the eommcncement of those almost invariable breezes that 
blow bet ween the tropicst and extend five or six degrees be­
yond them, called the trade windf, the frequent squalls anr! 
commotion in the air occasioned at the point of meeting, may 
IJave a tendency to lower the temperature. To the northward 
of the Khamies berg, on the sandy plains of the Namaa'!ua 
couDtry, :it is said that rain nC\'cr falls. " rhatsoevcr clouds 
may 'be borne from the ~p.a, or fornl~d in the atmosphere. arc 
immediately attracted to this cluster of mountains. 

In that part of the Namaaqua country, lying between the 
Khnmies and the Groote, or Orange rivert water is rarely met 
with t except in the periodical streams that flow from the 
mountain under beds of sandt in which the natives, whcn 

such existed, uscd to dig deep wens, and cover them Ol'er to 
prevent evaporation, These plains arc now desola~c and U1I­

inhabited. AU those numerous tribes of Namaaquas. ollee 
possessed or vast herds of cattle, are, in the course of less than 
a cent.ury, d~indJed away to four "hordes, which arc not ,'ery 
numerous, and in' a great JDeas~re ' are subservient to the 
l)ut,ch peasantry, who dwell a~ong them. The latter, wi", 
hate seized upon tb~ choicest .partof their country, allo\v 
them ~ere<:t their huts in . the neighbourhood of their farms, 
on condition of their furnishing a 'obrtain Dumber of people to 
protect th~ircattle against tbe att'a,iiks. ilfBo'jesmans, or wild 
beasts of pre? A dozenyearsmi>re;and probably a shorter 
perIOd, will seC :~he, . remains of t~e Nama~q~~. ,n~tion. in a 

1 
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state of entire scn'itudC'. Such arc tllt;! effects of an cnrroach­
ing!pCasantfy, sanctioned by the low policy of a government 
that could dcsc,SJld to employ agents to effect the purchase of 
whole herds of cattle for a cask of brandy. To this goycrn­
ment was so little a concern of stich great magnitude, .. that it 
authorized those agents, fOl' the greater con"enicnce of trans­
porting their brandy, to make an expensive road across a 
point of the Khamies berg, which still bears the honorable 
name of the Compauy's road. The government having fixed 
110 limits to their colony, nor their subjects to their avaric~, 
the laUel' found it still more convenient to settle themselves 
in the midst of the harmless Namaaquas, who considered 
them as the most acceptable neighbours in the world. For a. 

bottle of brandy, which cost sixpence, they willingly exch:mged 
an ox j and such is still the infatuation of this people for the 
lIoxious liquor, that they "fill even 110W excl~angc a sheep for 
the same quantity of it. 

How great soever may have been the avaricious designs of 
the first settlers of the Khamies berg, and the degree of blame 
imputable both to them and the government, it is but justice 
t.o remark, that the present inhabitants have much the ap­
pearance of being a harmless and honest set of people. Those 
beroes in infamy, whose characters, as drawn in the page of 
the Frencb tmveller before alluded to, seem not to be in the 
smaUcst degree O\'erchargeJ, have most of them met the fate 
they so well . descrI'ed. Pinaar, and Ber~lr!J' the Ba.taard. 
Pili and j(loas, aDd many ot\)crs of the same stamp, have 
murdered one anotAer, or have fallen by the hands of their 
own Hottentots. . . .. 
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'1'hough the Nama.qua Hottentots vary but little iR 
physical character from the other tribes of this nation, their 
Jangimge is widdy different. It is ob\·jousl.", howel'cr, of'the 
same nature, and abounds with the clapping of the tongue 
peculiar to the Hottentot. They are of a taller stature in 
general than the eastern tribes, and less robust. Some of the 
\\lomen were elegant figures, and possessed a consi(krablc 
:,hare of' vi\·ncity and acti\'ity; and they had the same con­
"ormation of cel'tain palt"S of ~hc body a'l: the llosjcsmallr; 
women, and other Hottentots; in a Jess degree, however, tha~l •. 
.is usual' in the !«wmer, but morc remarkable than in those of 
the latter. Like the Hottentot women of the East, the most 
ornamental part of their dress was the little squal'c leathcr 
apron, to which, in addition to the border of shells 01' be-ads, 
were appended six or eight chains, in pairs, whose points 
dragged on the iroulll] ; the npper part of each chain was 
copper, the lower of polished iron. They arc supplied to them 
by the DamQTas, a tribe of people to the northward, which 
will shortly be noticed. 

The huts of the NnmaufJuas ditTer vr.J'y materially from 
those erected by the Hollentots of the colony, or by the llos­
jesmans, or by the Ka.trcl's. They are perfect hemispheres, 
'Covered with matting made of sedges; and the frame-work, 
or skeletons, arc semicircula-r stiCks, half of them diminishing. 

tram .. the centre or upper part, ru.d the "'tller hlf crossing 
, these 'Dt· right ang.1es .; forming thu~ , a tru~· . represcntation of 

Ihe pamilels of ·Iatilude and meridians, 0.0 an artificial globe. 
They are In general from ten . t~,.i.\rcl,e· ket in diameter;. and 
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so commooious, that many of the peasantry of the Khnlllico;. 
bC'rg have bf'cU induced to adopt them. 

These people, like the Kaffcrs, pay the greatest atlention 
to their cattle; and, after the manner of that nation, they 
gi,:c to the horns of their oxen artificial directiolls, confining 
the sbapc generaJly to the spiral line, something like the 
Koodoo antelope. Thuse of the KhalDics berg, in the pos­
session both of Dutch null Hottentots, arc Jargc boney caUle, 
not in the least degree inlcrior to those of Sneuwhcrg. The 
people too in their pe rsolls are equally robust with' those of 
<..;raaff Reynct. An okl Namaaqua Hottentot woman is a 

fiO'lIn~ that the most serious could lIot behuld without lau!!h-" ~ 
tcr, and un old Dutch woman of this part of the country 
without pity, the first being remarkable for the prominencc.s 
or the body, the latter from its want of points nnd ullinter­
rupted. rotundity. The breasts of the former arc dbgustillgly 
large and pendant; the usual way of giving suck, when the 
child is nllTicd on the back, is hy throwing the brc;ast over 
the shoulder. 1n this formation of their persons, they agree 
'with the Latin Satiri:'lt's description of Ethiopian womcn on, 
the borders of Egypt: 

It In Mcrae cr:n~o majorcm infante m:unillam." 

In the women of ancient Egypt, enormous protuberances> 
of the body were vcry common, and have been attempted to. 
be accounted for, . by various authors, from a variety of causes . . 
Though one .of these causes may prohably exist in tbe im.· 
purities ()f t~e water, yet the essentia1 difference in the effect~ 

. produced on a. Hottentot a~d Dutch woman, clearly shew .... 
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that different predispositions arc inherent In tllC different 
\'arjetie~ of the species. 

1t should seem, howevcr, tllat some principlc does exist in 
jhcse highly elevated situations of Southerll Africa, which 
~hecls its influence on the animal, and even on the vegetable 
part of the creation. The withered stem of a liliaceous plant, 
apparently the same as that found on the banks of the Orange 
river, was seven feet long, and cro~ncd with an umhel of morc 
than fifty fiowrets, each having a peJuncJe or foot-stalk of 
eighteen inches in length, making the diameter of the umbel 
to exceed that of three feet. The bulb, of which 1 could but 
conveniently carry a few, was as large as the human head. 
Of this enormOUi: lily the people gave an account, not unlike 
that of thc ·fictiti'ous Upas of Java, rendered famou s by a re-
1ation of it inserted in the notes to Doctor Darwin's fanciful, 
yet classic, poem of the Botanic Garden. They say, with re· 
gard to the lily, that the juice of its bulb is a strong poison; 
that the leaves occasion sudden death to the cattle which may 
<:hauce to eat tbem; and that if small birds should happen 
to perch on i~s blossoms, they 'instantly roll off lifeless to the 
ground. A felV of the bulbs of this specious plant arrived 
s':Ife in England, where they h~ve blossomed 8S freely as in 
their nati,·e soil. Another species of amaryllis, called by 
botanists tbe disticha, common on all, the mountainous parts 
of the ·colony, was DOW on ·the:\\.hamills berg .throwing out 

. it$ 10llg b~)~ave. in opposite p!!irs, foJ;tDing . the shape· of 
a r"n . . Both~:~ulb, and .. t.he I~v~ of thi~ plant, have bee .. 
ascertaiu-ed . t.b.: t;;e,., wilhout .1\1>1 ;.preparation, . most virul~nt 
poisons. that act , ~Ii theanUnal ' 'J"tem •. wlWt~~k";;'into 
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it by the slomach or the' olnod. The farmers pull up the 
root and Icavel' wherever tlH''!y find. them growing. It was 
said that the juice of this hulb. mixed up with tlle mangled 
body of a certain species of spider, furnishes the Bosjesmans 
with poison for their arrows, more deadly than any other 
they arc ar.quainted with. This spi{ler should seem to be 
peculiar to the w('~tcrn coast of the country, at least I ~ver 
met with, nor heard of it, on the other side. Its body, with 
tbe legs, which arc short. is three inches in rliamctt>r, thp­
former black and hairy, the latter faintly spotted; the beak 
red. ] llivcs under ground, constructing Ol'cr its hole a cover 
composed of the filaments 15pl1n f)'om its entrails, and earth 
or Jung. This covel' is made to turn on a joint. 'V hen the 
aninlal is watching {(n' its prey, it sits with the Jid half open, 
ready t~ sally out upon ~uch insectlS ;is SCI'\'C it fol' food. 
On the approach of danger it closes tbe co\'{~r, [lnd in <l. 

short time cautiou!-ily opells it again to scc if the enemy ha!J 
n;lrcall'd, 

The Nnmnaqua Hotlentots seem well acquainted with 
poisonous substances, though they now make usc of none. 
The how and arl'OW, their ancient weapons, ure become use .. 
Jess. The country they now inhabit is almost entirely de .. 
scrted by all kind:; of beasts that live in a state of nature, and 
tllC dread of Bosjesmans prevents them from ranging far over 
the country in quest of game. lo'ofmcrly, howe\,cr, the kloofs 
of the Khamics berg aboundcu with clall(is and hartebeests, 
gernshoks, quachas, and y,ebras, and were not a Jittle ior .. 
miflablc on account of the number" of bra!'ts of prey that rc· 

svr\ed thither . . A few days befol'e OUI' nrrirul at the foot of 
VOL. 1. y , 
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the mountain. a lion h:.h] occasioned some liule stir ill the 
country, njljch had not yet entirely subsided. A Hottentot 
bclOIl, rilifT to OIlC of the farlllcr:-; li:.lJ endeavoured for sume 

.-' ~ 

tiuw, jlJ "ain, to dri\'c liis master's catt.lc illto a pool of waleI' 
cllclospd hetween two ridges of rock, when at Ien~th he 
espied a huge lioll couchillg in the lIIidst of the pool ~ terri­
fied.at the llllcxpectct) sight of a IJ)Oll slt?r, whose eyes sCC'llled 

to be fixed upon him, he installtJr look to his heels, lca\'ing 
the cattle to shift fol' themselvl's. In tloing this he h:i.d the 
presence of mind to break through the herel, concluding that, 
if the lion slJOuld pursue, he might content himself WI th the 

first beast tliat came ill his way. 111 this, hOlrCl"lT, he was 
mistaken. The lion rushed thr011gh the herd, lIl<.Jking tli­
rect.ly after the Hottentot, wllo, 011 turning round, and per­
ceiving t.hat the lIlunster had singled Ilim out for a meal, 
breathless and half dead with terro!', scrambled up the stem 
of one of the tl'l!C .• Aloes, in j'he trunk of whieh had luckily 
been cut out a few steps, the mc,rc rt'3dily t.o COllie at SOIllC .,. " 
birds nests that its brallches supported. At the same mo-
ment the Jio'l~ made a Rpfing at him, I)ut, missing llis aim, 
fell upon the ground. In surly siJell(:~ he walked rOllud the 
tree, casting every now and then a dreadful look towards the 
pOOl' Hottentot, who had crept hc'hihd the finches ' nests that 
happened to have been constructeu ill the tree. 

There i~ in this part of Afrie. a S1l1all bird of the Loxia 
genus, which li\'es in a st,ate of society with the rest o~its 
-species, in the sa~~ manner as t~e locust-eating thrush men­
tioned in the account of a former journey. Like this bird,. the 
linches also COllstruct a i,hole republic of nests in pne clump 
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Ulld under one cureI'. Each nest, however, h;:l ~ a sC'IKlrak 

<'ntrance on the lIlHlcl' sid£', and ims II ' ) eOmlllUlli{~aliClIl \\"ilh 

its neighbllur from within. Somet.imes oue of these clumps 
of Ilests will C'xtend a space of tell fed in <1iame1<T, and CO !J­
tHin a pOPlllation of sen'raJ llUndred indiriduals. The lllllC 

dicltotoom, heillg tile ollly plLlnt. met with on the tlill'i of this 
country appro<l('ilillg to tll(' si7.c of a tr<~l" e\'cl:pt the mimosa. 

which gl'ClWS only on the borders of periodica l ri"crs, if; gene­
rally the l' e~('lt of tll('sc gregarious hirds, where llw)' construct 
tlleir t('mporary (hvcllings, when "llature calls upon t.hem to 

fulfil the end of thei r creation. 

1l was on OIlC of these edifices that the Hottentot 8CI'{'Cnca 

llimsclf ti'om the !.ight of' the lion. ] faring remained silclIl. 
and Illolionlcsf-: for a length of time, he vcnt.ured to peep O\'cr 
the side of lhe ncs!~ hoping that thc lion had takcli his de .. 
partllre; when, to his grcat tcrrol' Hlld ast(Jni ~hment, his ey('s 
met t.hose of the animal, to use his o\\"n cxprc~sion, " ftils!Jjng 
.. fire at him." III 8hm!', the lion laid himsel f don;u tit the 

toot of the t.ree, and stirred 110t from t.he place 1()1" tour-anu­

t.wenty hours. He then J"(~turuc(l to the spring to queuch hi~ 
thirst, and, in the mcan time, the HoHentot oC!:icended the 
tree, and scampered . to his home, which was not more than 
a mile distant, as fast as 'his feet could carry him. The per­
severance of the lion was such, that it appeared afterwards 

he had returned to the trec, and from thence had hunted 
the· Hottentot by the scent within three hUlldred paces of 
the house. 

YY2 
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It seems to be a faet well establislJecl, that the lion prcte.l~ 

the flesh of a Hottentot to that of any other creature. Be 
bas fi"Cqucutly been singled out frolll a parly of Dutch. The 
1attcr being disguised in clothing, and the former going gcnc~ 
raJl.y naked, may perhaps account. for it. The 11OrsC, Hext 
t.o the Hottentot, seems to be his favorite food; but on the 
sheep, perhaps on account of his woolly covering, which he: 
is too indolent to unease, he seldom deign' to fix his paw. 

From the Cape to the Khamies berg, very ]jute occurs ill 
the animal kingdom to interest the nutural historian, espe­
cially one who may have made a previous journey to t ll(! 
eastward, where almost the whole tribe of quadrupeds pe­
culiar to Southern Africa may be met with. In a Namaaqua 
hut I observed the skin of a jackal, with a hlu.ck hushy tail, 
tha.t seemed to be different from any 1 had seen 011 the other 
side of the continent. Jt was covered with thick fnr. The 
dogs of the Namaaquas were of the same sort as those of the 
Bosjcsmans; and it was here obsen'cd of them, that thcil 
tails, contrary to the description of Linnoous, gil'en as the 
specific 'eharactn to the domestic dog, were almosl in:· 
variably recurved 'on the right side. 

In our descent of the mountain, we werc dri,,'cn to seck 
shelter from the violcllcc of the rain in a mix.cd hordc! of 
BastaarJ. and Nama.quo,. The cllicf,was of the former 
description . . ·10 IIi. younger days he .h~j\j.~n a great Ilfl-cr 
of .the chace; im~ hi. matted hut ~.j)L~i.played a 
ranetv of the .slcio.s of anllnals ·. that .... ~· .. bewr" hl~ 
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piece. He boasted that, in one excursion, he had kil1rd 
seven cameloparualcs and three white rhinosccros('s. Thl' 
latter is not ullcommon 011 the skirts of the colony behind the 
llunlalll mountain, and seems to be a variety only of the 

African two-horned rhinosceros. It diflcrs from it in color, 
which is a pale carnation, in size, which is considerably 
larger, and in the thiuness of ih skin; all of which may per­
haps be the eflects of age. Of the figure and character of 
the common two-horned rhinosceros of ·Afri(:<1, which is alto­

gether different {"!'01lI that of India, em"crcd with its hide of 
mail, ] hayc not seen any just representation, except in the 
drawings of :Mr. Daniel; 1101' is any mention made of that 
species, or ,'al'icty of a species, which, in a jO\lrncy to the 
llooshuano.!5, this gentleman, since the prescnt sketches wcre 
first published, met with sufficielltly common, and of which 

the annexeu print may be con!Sidcrcu as an nccuratc repre­
sentation. From what J conld collect, by cOlllparing the 
two descriptions, it is the same animal as that which our old 
sportsman calico the white rbinosceros. The skin of all the 
h"'o~lwrncd species of Africa is comparatively smooth, ha\'ing 
none of those folds which in the Indian species are sO rcmark~ 

able. The head is of a singular form and construction. 
It is strictly a pille. 7Uf~' a nose-horn: these excrescences 
growing directly upon the nose. The eyes allSo lIlay be said 
to be placed in this organ,. beillg immcdia_tely under the root 
of the larger horn; and t.hey are so minute that olle would 
bc~pt t9 they cOllld not be of mllch use to so 

'. 
large an 
this 

I)amre, always pl'Ovidcnt, has remedied 
by placillg them in projecting 

in ·all directions like thuse oft! .... 
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little COllllclcIJl1. 1 Jao. the eye been placed in the usual part 

of the ti tcC', ju~t helow the forehead, whieh is vcry large, the 
yisual rays would ha\'e embraced only, about ISO d(~grc(~s, or 
half of the hnri:lon ~ whereas, in their present position, they 
lliWC a lIlueh grcalcl' rtmge, the c reature heing able, ] should 
suppose, witllOut moving its head, to sweep a portioll of tlu: 
lJOJ'i zon equal to o:'-t l~ast 260 degrees. 

The people composing thjs little society seeillcd to lin: 
"cry happily together. They had hor8es; and cattle, <llHl 
'Sheep, and gal'Jclls of no IIlconsidcrablc extellt, well slocJ;;cd 
with pnmpkills, onions, and tobacco. 

'Vc met also, at this k.raal, one of t.lle nation above men­
tioned uuder the name of j)amaras. }'rom his appearance I 
took him to be a haller, and he was unquestionably of t.hat 
race of people. He rcpl'cselltcd the Damaras as il v('ry poor 
tribe; that their country ~~Iong the sra~coast produced no­
thing for tllC support of cattle; "nd that their whole exist· 
cnee depended on exchanging eoppt'r rings antl bea(l sl, which 
t.hey thcmsel\'('s manufactured., with the B riqu1I8 10 tile {,:lst, 
and the Namaaquas to the soulh~ From the Orange river 
to the Tropic, under which these people live, rUlls a chain of 
ln01lntai.ns, wbicll, from the variou j:!, accounts of travellers, are 
so abundant in copper orc, that ·it i.s ,every wh~re found upon 
t'le, surface. J'rom this ore, it .... secms, ;tbe are in 
possessien of tl.lc art of .metal. J:fbis 
man's account ·.pf t,he process . as salis .. 

f .. ctory as 1;im(ile.:, They from the 
. wood of a certaia lliimosa,·of : . . 
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hy f;ll1othcring it wbell hurn ing clear. with saud. T iley break. 

the ore into small pieces. Thus prl'parcd, they Jay tile ma­
terials in alternate stl'~) within a small enclosure 01' stolll':-, 

on a clayey botto lll. They seL (ire to the charcoal , and Glo\\,­

it with sc \'cral bcllo\\'s, ('aciJ made li'olll the skin of a g<'nl5-

bok cOllvPrtl'{l into a sack, with the hol'l1 of tIle !'aIJIC anil1J:1I 

iixcd to olle end Ii) !' the pipe . This is all that. is lleC(~SSa1"'y 

to procure the Uletal froUl the sort of ore lhC'y wake usc of; 

heing t!Jat species called by mineralogists ritn.'oll" cOPlwr ore. 
II is in fad mincr<lli~cd \\"illi sulpltur, wllie!. a moderate heat 

wi ll dissipate, and leave the eoppC'f ill its pure IIlChlllic statl', 
Such kind of ore is even lIlore fu ::. ihlc than pure copper. The 
mc tal thus obtained is then ll1ullufactul'ed into c1mills, rings, 
alld bracelets, hy llICllllS or two pieces of sto,nc 1 hat SC I'\'t.' as lL 
haillmer and ,HI\·il. and the workmanship would be 110 (Jisgract! 
to illl arti ~<lII furlli :shcd with much better took The links of 
the c1Hlins, ho\\'C\"(:I', arc all 0pell. as well as the rings, which 

shew that they have not yet disco.vcrc(l the art of suld(!rillg. 

or joilling togethcr pieccs of the same metal hy !lIe inter­

position of a second, or a composition of a sorter nature than 

those to be ullited. 

As a nation of artists, and aC(luaiutcd wit.h metallurgy, 
they are, from all accounts, thc poorest on tlll~ face! of ti le 

earth. They keep no kind of cattle. Tht.:ir COUll try , ill lact. 
js so totally barren and sandy, that liD cattlc couJd exist 
upOil it, Thoug\l the Damaras are ol}\' iously ti le same race 

of people· a~ :~~r.iAffefs .. , aod these, a~ has ill it rormer ellap-..• ' ... "~\ . . '.' 
tcr been cQri .... <~ .. ... .' . '1-> 0f Arabic oL'igin, ),t·t tlle~e is. no ne-
cessity of trnc'i~~ . .... , t t:h.k·.k to a more refined natilJll, In onk'r 

1 



TRAVELS IN 

to account from whence they might have obtained. the art of 
reducing copper ore into a metallic state. The accidental 
discovery is full afoi likely to have hapJFIHxl, as the l)hcnician 
~tory of the invention of glass relnted by Pliny. 

The three tribes of Kaflel's above-mentioneu have each a. 
different lang uag0) though they arc all of the same nature, 
and hare evidently been derived from the same sonrct', This 
must be the case among every people who want a written 
l~haracter, especially when they become di"id~d into tribes, 
and cease to comlliunil.:ate with each other. The cli1i'(, J"cnt 
families of IJottentots all speak a diticrcnt langl1a gt'~ which, 
howevcr, is ,,-cry ob \, jously. perccin::d to have been deri ved 

from one conUllOt. origin. 

Having (h:jed Otll' clothes, we tool, leave of the kl'a~l. and 
continued our descent of the mountain . It was !Iio'ht before n 

we gained the plain, where. we once more cnjo)'l!d a d ear sky 
nlld a brilliant moon. .The foHowing mOlliing the thermo­
.meter was down to thc~rccr.ing puint, and the wbole SUrJi lCC 

·.of the country was covercu',vith a ho~1' frost. 

I'rom this place we -made the ·bt..-st of our way to the nol.:kc­
'",!elU, returning nearly by tlle ,same route that had brought us 
.to it. At the edge of the desert the Bosjcsmans' captain paid 
us a ,.second "isit, witti the people of hi5 kraal, and a whole 
-string of Namaaqua Het·tentvts, generally ' women., whose 
llusbauus un~ -children were " in .. tile .ser\,ic'c . of the Dutch 
.farmers; Oue <>f' .the.eappcarcdto .be · the. oldest woman I 
l.,d CI·er beheld. ':Muoh UI()!'O. tb.ll" century of· YCl\fS had 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 353 

certainly passed o\'er her llcad. She produced her eldest daugh- . 
teT, ,\'ho headed Jhe generations. On being asked whclilt-' I' 
heT memory conld carry her back to the time when the 
Christians first came among them? she replied, with a shake 
of the head, that she had very strong reasons to remember it, 
for dlat before she had ever heard of the Christians, she knew 
110t the want of a bellyful, whereas it was now a difficult 
matter to get a mouthfu1. The condition of the whole horde 
certainly appeared to be very deplorable; but I feci a hap­
piness in adding. that, by means of this captain and two or 
three' well-disposed farmers, several hordes of the outcast 
Bo~jesmans hal'e since been brought in, and obtained by 
public subscription a consiticrable quantity of sheep and 
llOl'lled cattie, of which, it is to be boped, they will speedily 
sec the advantage of increasing the llumbers. 

On the morning of the fifth of May, after dropping the 
commandant at his · own house, . I proceeded inland to the 
eastward, ancI, passing over a rough slony country, reached 
in two days the foot of the IJantam mountain. The in­
habitants at this time were in a state of alarm, 011 account of 
the Rosjesmans. A party of' these people had carried off, 
into the kloofs of the mountain, several sheep and oxen, after 
se\'erely wounding two Hottentots with poisoned arrows, one 
through the upper part of the arm, and the .other in the ankle 
joint. The former .eewed likely to do well, but the latter 
wa!! in a very dangerous way. The pohit of the arrow had 
broken "If and stUCk in the bone. The'leg iras swollen as 
high as the knee, aodgaogrene appeared to harc. commenced 

'round the wou~d. . The !,cople nut knowing ·iu what manuer 
VOL. t. z " 
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t.o treat it, 1 directed them to apply poultices of bread, 
onions~ and oil, and to wash the wouud well with a solution 
of ammonia pl'crparata, and to gillC him plenty of dncgar to. 
clrink. At the end of four days, which it took me in round­
ing the monntain, the patient was no worse, but the· wound, 
on the contrary, seemed to put on favorable appearances 
the other was nearly well. 

'fhe Bosjesmans have hem generaUy represented as " 
pc9p1e so 'M'oge aDd blood-thi"ty in their nature, t.hat they 
uever spare the life of any Jiving creature which may fall int{) 
their hands. To their own countrymen, who have been taken 
prisoners by, lind continued to live with, the Dutch farOlers, 
they have certainly shc,,'n instances. of the most atrocious 
cruelty. These poor wretches, if retaken by their country­
men, seldom escape being put to the most excruciating tor­
tures. The party above-mentioned, having fallen in with a 
Hottentot at 80me distance from any habitation, set him up 
'0 the neck in a deep trencb, aoo wedged him in so fast with 
.tones and earth that he was incapable of moving. . In this 
situation he remained a "hole night, and the g,,,ater pa,t o£ 
the ",Uowin,; day; .... hen, luckily, 80me of his compa_i""" 
,....ed the phw;e and releaaed him. The po ... fellow stated 
that he had been UDder the necessity of keepiog hi. eyes and 
mouth in perpetual motion the whole liay, to prevent the 
erovll fr<m devouring him. 

The habitatiom tb&t COlllpose tie divisicon of the Hantam, 
.Jj;, scatIIrseA J'QDnO · tho feet . o61!Iat lIlOIIm&..m. .. Thefaoe of 
tAc coumry is silliilar to that oi the Sneuwberg; MId the breed . 
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of cattle and of sheep are equally good ; tbe horse. 10 gene­
ral much better, but they are subject to the same enuemic 
disease tilat prevails in most parts of Graaff Reynel. It is 
here, however, very partial, for while it rages at the foot of 
the mountains, there is not the smallest danger on tbe flat 
summit, on which account this part of the mountain is 
appropriated to the public use, each inhabitant ha"ing the 
privilege of sending thither eight horses during the sickly 
season. 

As in the Sncuwberg, they arc here also very much infested 
with locusts. One troop of these insects, in their Ja!!t stage 
of existence, passed on the wing along the eastcm side of the 
mountain, when we were encamped there. I·'or several hours 
they continued to hover in the air B!4 they passed along, at 
such a height as not to ue individually distinguished; but: 
their immense numbers formed a kind of fleecy cloud, that 
completely took oft'the I'Udiated beams of the sun, and made 
it appear as when !Seen through a mist. Like a thin cloud, 
also, they cast a confused shadow on the ground. In the 
Bokkeveld "nu the " Kbamies berg. for the two last yean. 
tbese insects hal'e beeu particularly troublesome, After rc­
peated experiments to get rid of tuem, they at last bit upon 
one that at least saved their corn, This they effected by 
making fires of sour acrid plants, by the smoke of which they 
were driven·away_; ha"ing, however, repeatedly extinguished 
the fires by the myriads that tie" into them, " 

Leaving the Bantam. and proceeding south-elIIIterly, I 
.sceoded the heigbl!l of nQggevcld, that are separated only 

E z 2 
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from the former by a narrow chasm or opening. These 
I,eights "rc so called from a sp<cies of rye-grass that is found 
very plentifully in most of the hollows, and on which the 
cattle, during the summer season, in a great degree subsist. 
In some places the Roggeveld presents to the noxt lower 
terrace, which is the Bokkeveld and Karroo plains, perpendi­
cular faces of stone from two to four thousand feet in height. 
Y ct fhuD this great elevation, 011 the eastern side, the descent 
is scarcely perceptible" The Fish river, whose course is 
easterly, and which rises on the very snmmit of the monntain, 
scarcely ha-s any current, but is a series of (Ieep holes con­
nected by periodical streamlets. The great inequality of the 
summit of the Roggeveld gives it th" "ppearance of a chain 
of mountains rising out of the general surface of a mountain. 
Of these tlle Kom, or Ctlp mountain, is the highest. Accord­
ing to the information of a neighbouring peasant, who as· 
listed €olonel Gordon in determining its altitude, it is fifteen 
hundr.ed feet higher than the Table mount"in, or five thousand 
feet above the Karroo plaiDS .. . l""or sc'icral months in the 
year the Rogge\'eJd is entirely uHder snow; the inhahitants 
are then obliged to descend upon the Karroo with all their 
cattle, where, in temporary dwellings. of· rushes or straw, 
they remain till the spring. 'rhi~ dh·is.ion of Stellellbosch is 
conoidered to produce the bost breed of horses in the whole 
colony .. 

The ·coa. to the e.st~ard of the· noggeveld is inhabited 
by different hor~6s of Bo.jeamaM~· ' One of these, called the 
Koran ... , dwelling ' on the rigjlHia.nk 'of the Orange river, 
directly east . from the ' Roggeveld. is r.epreseri\<:d ... . & very 

1 
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formidable (('ibo of people. The few that I had all oppor­
tunit.y of seeing were strollg lusty mCli, apparently of tile 
same tribe as the Namaaquas. They are considered as beillg 
more cme], alld at the same time morc daring than any other 
tribe of this nation. They possess a few sheep and cattlc, 
but hare the same wanucring inclination, aud the same pro­
pensity to the d,acc and to pluDder, with the other Bosjes­
lUans. The Dricqu<t Kaficrs, who inhabit the country close 
behind them, arc vcry considerable sufferers ffom such daring 
neighbours. Of o:hcsc people, the Koranas not only carry 
off large herds of cattlc, but they also seize and make slaves 
of their children, some of whom 118VC been brought into the 
colony, and purchased by the farmers in exchange for cattle. 
'The Bricquas, with their hassagais, h.n:c little chance of 

standing against poisoucll arrows. The shic1ds too of the 
Koranas arc enormously large, ano so thick that the bassngai 
cannot penetrate them. I saw one made from the hide of' 
an eland, that measured six. feet by four. These people 
make regular attacks, in large parties of four or five hunul"rcJ. 
Though very good friends among each other while POOl', 

from the moment they have obtained by plunder a quantity 
of cattlc, they begin to quarrel about the division of the 
spoil; and they arc said to carry this sometimes to such an 
excess, that they continue tbe fight and ma8sacre till, like the 
soldiers of Cadmus, very few remain in the field, . 

n -suoquc 
fI Marte cadunt aubjti per mutua "flIlnera fratrts." 

The miserably bad roads, the nakedness of the ,country. 
and the very few ani{1Il\ls that are found in a state' of nature, , , 
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upon tIle Roggeveld mountain, make it a disagreeable, un­
interesting, and tedious route for one who travels with no 
other view than that of gratifying curiosity. Crows, kites, and 
vultures, ·are alm""t the only kind. of birds that are met with. 
Of the last., I broke the wing of one of that species called 
'by Ornithologists the Condor, of an amazingly large size. The 
spread of its wings was ten feet and one inch. It kept 
three dog. lor some time completely at bay, and having 
,at length seized oue of them with its claws, and torn away a 
Jarge piece of flesh from its thigh, they all immediately re­

treated. 

Having proceeded fer twelve days along the summit of the 
Roggeveld, till I fell in nearly w.ith the track that had carried 
me on a former journey to Graalf Reynet., I descended to the 
Karroo plains, which, in this part., employed me three day. 
'iD crossing. These plaiDS 'are every where of the same na­
ture, presenting to the traveller" a scene of dreadful uni­
.. formity; where abarreo '\evel is bounded only by the 
'" horizon 0; where no change of prospect, or variety of images, 
." relieves the traveller Jrom A scnlfe of toil and danger; 
'" of ·whirlwinds, which, in a moment, may bury him ill the 
"'sand; <lnd of Ihirst, which tbe \Veal thy have given half 
' .. their pos .... ions to allay." ' 

~i!oii!g tb~, .tUi .plaiDs, on the ' west side, are several 
dlUllpo~~, 'ii;~<moobtain., e.iclo,ing meadows and vallies, 
~e~'''j~l!@grass, thata!iii'il!lso called the Bokkeveld, 
but ' (ji~~bt:~;' from ,the · ~t~ hy tbe names of Little 

. &ioklr.e ... lit~,,()ijId Bo .. ~¥eld, These are ramifications of 
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the Great Chain mentioned ill the former part of this clltlpter; 
and the \'allies and meadow!; wit.hin them app~ur to ha,'c 
been the beds of Jakes, in which there still remains a number' 

of springs and swamps, that never fail to furnish a copious 
supply of water in the ycry drtest seasons. The ground is 
productive of good grass, and yields abundant harvests. The 
cold in winter obliges the inhabitants to drhlc theil' cattle 
upon the Karroo plains, but not to quit their houses, as js 
the case with those of the Roggeveld. 

On thc twcnty-seventh of :May I repassed the great chain 
of mountains, through a ' ravine called the Eland's kloof. 
Here once more I had an opportullity of contemplating the 
ycnerable ruins that lay scattered around, strongly dis­
playing the havoc of old Time. The road over this part 

of the mountains was much better t.han 1 had any reason . 
to expect from the representations of the peasantry. rn~ 

decu at this time it was hy much the best of the foul" 

passes through which I had now crossed this great range 

of mountains. 

The Olifant'. river runs along ti,e feet of the great chain on 
the west side, ~nd is hemmed in between it and a pal"allel ' 
range of high hill" called the Kardo"",. From one of these 
i.,ues a plentiful spring of chalybeate water, of the tem­

perature of 108° of Fahrenheit's thermometer. The Dutch 
government caused a house to be erected at this placc for the · 
accommodation of such .as might be inclined to usc the waters, 

bol, like all the public buildings of the colony, it bas been 
suffered to go out of repllir. 
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On HIe west side of the Kardollw lies the division of the. 
Four-.imd-twcnty Rivers, extending from thence to the banks 
Qf the Berg river. This part of the country to the sea-shore, 
.including Zwartland, consists of a fiat extended plain, \'cry 
fertile in corn, grass, and fruits, and being well watered, is 
more populous than most pat'ts of the {".nlony. 'Vitli a pro­
per degree of labor and management in the culture ·()f the 
land, by plantations and inclosures for shelter, warmth, ana 
moisture, that part of the colony alone, which lies within the 
great range of mountains, would he fully sufficient to supply 
with ettl the necessaries uf life the town and garrison of the 
Cape, and all the .hipping that will probably e,'er frequent 
its ports. 

Crossing tile Berg rh'cr, I entered Zwartland, ,...·hcr<:, in 
consequence of a shower of rain, the inhabitants were busily 

' employed in ploughing the' ground, which the long drought 
'his year had hitherto prc\'entcd ,them fl'Om entering. In this 
division there is no scar-cit»' of water in springs or wells, but 
it is universaJJy, and so strongly, impregnated with salt, as 
not only to be disagreeable', but almost impossible to be 
taken by those who hare not been IOllg accustomed to it. 
ny ,uch it is ,preferred to the purest water; tbis beiog ae­
.counted insipid and tasteless. An old man in tbe Bokke­
veld, who, fmul his iufancy till a few years past, had lived in 
:Zw.artland, ne\'cr missed an opportunity of sending thither a 
feIV bottles to be ' filled with the briny water for his own par­
.ticular use; the pure stream. of the mountain, as he asserted, 
.1I0t being able to quench his thirst. Similar instance. of 
JJabit, or of fai,ey,. "ppear in ancient history, Some of the 



SOUTHERN AFRI'CA. 

princesses of the Ptolemy f.1mily would drink no otlier water 
but that of the Nile, though it is sometimes 80 strongly im­
pregnated with nitrous and other salts, as to possess a pur­
gati\'e quality; and superstition directed the same water to 
be carril~d from Egypt into Syria and Crecce, for the sole 
purpose of sprinkling in the temple of Isis . 

. Leaving ZwaJ'tland, and its saline springs to those who. 
could relish them, I directed my route across the Tiger berg 
to tlJC Cape, where I arri\'cd on the second of June, without 
haying experienced any of those inconveniencies which the 
seaSOll of the year seemed to threaten. 

VOL. I. 
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C HAP. VI. 

MuttllantDul Obscrvations, made on Q military Exptdi/;on to the KOffi,. 
Frontier, in/ended cbiejJy to Jh~J) the Cbarader and Disposition of tlx 
BODrI. 

FROM the moment tllal .the departure of the Earl of 1\1a­
cartney for England was made known in the djstant parts of 
the colony, the ignorant and misguided boors, excited by that 
party of mischievous, and not less ignorant, persons in Ca pc 
Town, who had long shewn their hatred to good oruer, seemed 
to think that with his Lordship had departed all authority 
-und the ·means of bringing them to legal punishment. Their 
restJess and turbulent minds aud, above ltll, their avaricious 
and iniquitous ,-iews upon the llarmless Katfers, could no 
Jonger brook restraint; and they determinl'd, ut a select 
meeting, as one of them ousen'ed in a Jetter to his friend at 
dle Cape, "Now that the old Lord WllS gone away, to prove 
" thern~ch'es u'ue patriots." 

The fil~t act of their patriotic spirit was an attempt to take 
'by ,Tiolence, out of the hands ·of justice, a criminal whom the 
LaDdrost, or ·chief magistrate of the district, bad forwarded, 
.under the •• cort of a dragoon, towards the Cape. His crime, 
whicb was an ..Ct cJfforgery on or:pha .. property committed to 

!!be care of a constit1lted board in the Cape called the We .. -
Ail",,,,,r; or ,c'-ber ' ror managing the -effects of miliors and 

1 
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and orphans, had been fully prO\°co against him b('furc tlw 
provincial court of' judicature; hut being one of the patriotic: 
party, and a \'{.')'Y distinguished character ill all the disturh­
ances that had taken place in this district, he was considered. 
as too yaillahle a subject to be taken . off by a regular course 
of justice. AccordinglJ, about fourteen boors, each armed 
with an enormous musquct used for killing elephants and 
other wild heasts~ were dispatched upon the Karroo, (ll' great 
(Iesert, on the meritorious enterprize of restoring the culprit 

to the society of which he was a member. The dra o-oon 
' , " 0 , 

howcycr, into whose custody he had been cOlllmitted, thought 
proper to demur, and told them, in a very resolut.e anti spirited 
manner, tllat s()oner than surrender him into their hands, or 
suffer him to be taken out of his, he should cCI'tainly blowout 
his brains. But the IAtndrost's secretary, who had also beon 
sent in joint charge of the prisoner, no less frightened than tbe 
boors wcre at the determined manner of the dragoon, pre­
vailed upon the latter, if not. to relinquish the criminal, at 
least to suffer him to be con\'eyed back to the drosdj', and de­
livered up to the Lalldrost; to this he reluctantly assented; 
the courageous boors keeping at a proper distance from the 

waggon. 

Hadng, however, proceeded thus far, without displaying 
any extraordinary exploits of patriotism, the shame of their 
failure seemed to require that tbey should go a step farther. 
With the assistance of a schoolmas~er, whom they found no 
difficulty in persuading to be of their party, they issued circn. 
)a;: letters to their brother boors, entreating such as th~y knew 
to be well disposed to act with them, and commanding, in a 
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