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'11lCnaciuct tOllt', other5 whose co-operation was doubtful, to 
~ 

assemble ill ,lnllS without. delay. Their 6rst movement was 
to stalion lhcllIsch'es ncar the ford of the Sunday River, just 
:It the entrance of the ,rjllage; and to send from thence to the 
Laudrost a threatening message, tllat, unless he would com pI} 
with all the rtt'l11anns they were about to make, they shoul<l, 
in the first place seize IIpon iJis person, and either haH,!;' hilll 

before his own dot)r~ or deliver him over to some of the hoors 

aO'aill~t whom he hall, 011 a former occasion, heen the instrtl-
'" Ulcnt of obtaining a decree of outlawry, alld who were nQ\\' 

lidng with llie KatIers. The Lallorost, by means of a few 

drao'oolls \~'ho lud:ily happened at this time to be slatiollcd at 
~ 

the dros<ly, for the purpose of' forwarding dispatches tlJn)ugh 
the country, was not only enahled to hold this unuiscipliuc(1 

rabble, though tell tiLllCS the number of his forces, at d('fiallc~, 

'but also scnctiy to Cllll\'CY to tlie govcl'I1lJlent at thc Cape 
-speeuy iiltclligcncc of the rebellious conduct of the fanllcrs of 
I,is district. 

Lord lfacarhH:'Y hatf been aulliol'izeJ by his Majesty's il1~ 

·~truetions to grant a free pardon fvr their lIIisdemeullors, anJ 
to remit the arre~lrs of ground~l'cllt due to the Treasury, 
~mounting to two hundred thousand rix-uollars. These gm. 
cious. ~lldulgcncics, that appeared to make son}e impression 
for the .lDomcut, were hmvev'cr 500n forgotten, and it now he­

came obvio~s that nothing s:hort of a military force could 
J{cep them "in a'u)' sort of order. . And as, at this time, the . .' , 
Cape ,,'as perf~ctly secure from fmy attack of a foreign 
cnemy,.Gcncrul Duudas thought it.'expcdient to tlil'cct that a 
.1ctaebUlCnt, composed of It squadron of tlragoons, a few com .. 
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panies of ill ran try, a nd tilt' greater part of the Hottentoi curp<:: , 
should march into the district under the command of Hri g;adicr 

General Van(iclcul'. The rebellious boors , now coIlecl('1i ill 
\"Cry considerable numhers, had sta tioned themselves bctWl:ell 

the dl'osy antI Algoa. Bay, whcre they had formed a. kind o r 

camp, <Ind, to a certain d( ~grec, according to the new tern) 
Wllit:h their Cape I;'ie llds had taught them to adopt~ had nrgfl­

lIi~crJ their forces. 

Hut as tIle courage of tllCsC people t1i!;plays itself only Oil 

particulul" occasions, su(;h a:-; ill acting 'lgain.'tt t1cli.' l1 celC:'ss 
llottcnloL:>, the mUlucnt they heard tha t troop~ were ad­
\'aocing, they thought proper to disperse, Icaving, ill the haud ... 
(If a Ileutral person, a most hum hie peti tion, in which they 

aeknowletlgcd their errol', Clnd sllPlllicatcd forgi \·enc~s. 'r o t.his 

addr('s~ the GCllcral \'cry properly I'ctul'lled a verbul answer, 
~t <.ltillg, that he could holJ no ('olllllnmicatioll with I'cbeb , 

unlil thf'y had \'oluntarily surrcllucrco thcmsch'cs to hi:; dis­

cret ion. and ,bill theil" arms at his feet; tlmt, for th is purpose, 

he sho uld name a eertain place and cl~.r; find that all sllch 
CIS should not appear at the time ,and place np»oiuted. would 

be considered in the light of re bels and lrditors to his h-Ia­

jesty's gO\'cfUmcnt, and would be pursued accordingly. 

On the day fixed, the majorit.Y of the rebels (")beyt·d the SUlU­

mOllS : and never surely wus exhibited sneh a ruotJ(,y gJ'Oup of 

armed cavalry so whimsicully equipped. The greater part 

w('l'e such ulJcouth beings, so very 

II _Huge of bulk, . 
n 'V:lllowing un\"ieldy, enormous in their gait," 
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that it WAS morally impossible for the by.standcrft to ohsen'(' 
the gravity of countenance which the occasion required; and 
the awkward manuer in u'hich they dismounted, with the dif­
ficulty that some of them experienced on account of the pro­
tuherance of their bellies, in grounding their arms, w('.re 
sufficient to throw the most serious off t~cir gnard. The 
{Jeneral selected Dine of the ringleaders, and sent tllcm under 
an escort ou board of his Majesty's ship the Rattlesnake, tht"n 
at anchor in Algoa Bay; ()n the rest he le,-icd a certain fine 
towards defraying tile expellees of the expedition, whiel! their 
absurd ami rebellious conduct had occasioneu. 

Before this termination of disturbances, which, if 5uitcretilo 
extend to the other districts of the colony, might have bet'n 
attended with morc serious consequences, General Dundas ac­
cepted my offer to proceed through the district ofZwellendam, · 
for the purpose of cutting off any comrnunicatioo with Graatt' 
Reyriet, and particularly with a view of preventing any sup­
plies of gunpowder from reaching the rebeJs; at the same time 
to send up to the Cape certain pe:rsons, who had shewn thclll­
Belves active in promoting discontent in Zwelleuclam, alld wht) 

were known to be disaffected, not only to the British go\'ern­
ment, but to every other thnt laid them under the restraint of 
laws .. t .. This journey, the extent of which was intended to be 
con6ued to the borders of the Cam taos river, dividing the two 
distri~tS of GraaffReynet and Zwellendam, was prolonged, by 
unfo\'eSejlD' circ,uuistaoees, iota the country inhabited by the 
Kah: aod it tb"8 afforded the principal part of the remarks . -. - " . . 
and observ.&tiona which are contamed. ill the pre.ent chap-
1or. 



SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

On the 8th of March 1799. I joined Lieutenant (no IV Cap­
tain) Smyth. of the corps of engineers and Aid-du-Camp of 
General Dundas, 'witb a seljcant's party of dragoons at t.he 
lOot of Hottentot Holland's Kloof. which is UIC only pass 
leading to the eastern ports of the colony, over the high chain 
of mountains that terminates the Cape isthmus; which chain, 
at a few llliles to the southward of the Kluof, forms the east­
ern boundary of the extensive bay Fa/fi(', 

The first river we had occasion to c~s, beyond the moun~ 
tnins, is called by the Dutch the Palmict, the name they give 
to a strong boggy plant that gro,'''s abundantly in this and 
some otller rivers (If the colony, probably from its resemblance 
to some of tbe palm trihe. ] f I mistake 1I0t, it i:; a species of 
A co)'ns. Fur ('ight months in the ycm this riYer scarecly con .. 
ta ins a drop of water, hut is moslly impassable the other four; 
which is also the case with the BOlt river ahoul len miles be­
)'ond the Palmiet.. Both of these pcriodical sta'eams are un­
safe in the winter season, and fatal accidents have happened 
to persons attcmpting to cross them when full. Amung these 
may be mentioned that of ~[r. Patrick, assistant-surgeon to 
the 8th Light Dragoons, whose horse being unahle to stem 
the stream, was carried do'wn the river, and the rider perished. 

The country alfords tolerably good pasturage. and Ivill yield 
onc tnoderatc crop of grain in tbe season without manure. It 
is. thinly inhabited, consisting principal1y of grazing farms 
which belong to persons who hold estates UpOIl the Cape side 
of the mountains. The first house-that occurred in our route 
,yas o.ear ten miles beyond the kloof, which, by losing our way 
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ill I he clark aCI'OSf; the wide heath, t\"e did not reach hefore 

midnight. 

The !)th of l\.[arch ,,"tiS the hottest and most Opprt's:sivc clay 
I C\Tf CXllcricnced ill Southern Africa. I had no thennouH:' 
tcr willi me, hut 1 afterwards Icamt that, during the whole day 
nC3rl)" the temperature in Cape Tawil was 104Q of Fa:lrcn­
hcit's scale. ]n the whole of this day's march, of about 
twenty miles, we were not ahle to procure a drop of water for 
the horses, eXCl'pt once just after starting, nor C\'CIl any shade 
from the scorchillg rays of the SUll; for trees in this priTt of 
the country are as rare u!o> Doctor Johnson found tbem to he, 
of as great an age as himself, in Scotland. The horse 011 

which I was mounted was so l.Buell overcome by the beat, 
that it literally dropped uown under me, amI was Ull<lble to 
carry me auy farlher. 

'Vearied amI exhausted we reached, nt length, the hovel of 
a shoemak(,f, near which we found a few puddles of muddy 
water, stagnating in the clayey bed of a rivulet, but it was so 
much imprt'gnatcd with earth and R~tliS that the hor~cs, thirsty 
as they were, would scarcely touch it. At this plllec we con. 
trived to pass the night, but we experienced a most. uncom­
fortable lodging . . Unluckily for us it happened to be Sunday, . 
and, the shoemaker being known to all his Ilcighbours, li\'ing 

witbin the :.circuit of twenty miles, and particulal'ly to his 
nea1'est neighbours of three or four miles, to be a; jolly good fel­
low(who always kept a glass of wine, and a .trong "'pie to 
regale hi. friends, the house was crowded with people. There 
wcr~but ·two apar.tlllcnts, onc ·of which was filled witb the 
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company; the other we cteupietl. This, it sCtllH.'ll, wa:·; 1H :1(1 ~~ 
to unswer the fUllI'-ii)ld I'urposr of ocd-chamber, "'!)~·k-s !Jr.p, 

(.'elinT, and storehouse, Tile heal of' the wt'athrr, the d'.b ~ I1(' ''~ 
of the room, which had only one sinaI! aperlu/'c to adm it. tLt' 

light, <HIded to the mingled odoul's arising from stinking k:t­
ther, hUllches of onions, butchers' meat ~\\" anninfl' with flirs. n . 

fHIIlCS of jobacco, dregs of wine and gin and C~IJlC hrandy, 

standin~ in pools 011 tht' claycd tloor; ill a word, such "ll eOI1-

H O'rel'alilill of fUlIl and pc!'t ilenlial vallOUI'S," was sufficient 
00. 

to nauseatt' stomachs much less squcul1Iish than ours. Nor 
was the sense offtding: less anlloyed by an innumerable qu.all­

tity or hugs, flcas, and 1I1usquito('s. rcrhaps, indeed, it might 
he con sider~d as ati. ad\'atltage ill h:lving two or three scnse~ 
tormented at once ; as the pain affecting onc might, in a eer· 
tain tkgrec, be ocauencd hy the acuteness of feeling in an­
other. How often, in the course of this night, did I bless my 
good fortune, in having used my waggon for my lodging house 
in all my former long jonrnit,s through this miserable country; 
iuhabitt:d by a still morc miserable race of mortals! H(HV 

many steeples8 night.s, and nauseous scenes, hm'c I not 
avoided by adopting such it plan! 

To add to our prescnt uncomfortable situation, the guests 
,'{ere perpetually interrupting us in their application to the 
wine ca~k, or the brandy bottle. Our patience, at length, 
being quite c ..... haustcd, we resolved to barricade the door. 
This. however, failed of success. The votaries of Bacchus 
were not 5,0 easily to be disappointed of theil' weekly libati,ons. 
After several fruitless attempts to force the door, they thought 
of trying the window: bl1t this small pigeon-holc, bcing much 

VOL. 1. S D 
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too narrow in its Jimcnsions to admit the huge carcase of alii 
African boor, obliged them to. have recourse to the e'xpcdient 
of sending in a. thin Hottentot girl; but, on·, account of the 
peculiar sllape of the women of this nation, the lower part of 
the body refused to fullow where the head had passed, .and she 
stuck fast in tbe window. 'L'his produced a prodigious bUTst 

of boisterous mirth; the girl, however, after a great deal of 
squeezing and pushing, effected the purp'bsc, and procured 
for the- tumultuous boors- a supply of their favorite liquors. 
To prevent a return, we barred in the window, and having thus 
con:apJdely made oUl1iCh'cs masters of the cellar, t.he boors, af­
ter scveml ,'ollies of imprecations, accompanied-with thunder­
ing assaults, sometimes at the door, and then at the wjndow, 
thought fit about midnight to Jeu\'e the honse, in search of 
another jovial neighbour at the distance, perhaps,. of eight el' 

ten miles. This scene would have afforded an excellent sub­
ject for the pencil of Ostade, who, if we may form a concJl1,.. 
sion from his pictures, must have been witness to many of 
the same kind. 

The noise of the Bacdlanalians was accompanied hy a 
storm of thunder; and the rain, that fell in the couJ'sc of the 
night, had rendered' the air the next morning cool and refresh­
ing. It was the ·first shOlVer tlIat had fallen in this part of the 
country for near (our months, and the effects of it on the 
ground ",.ere very · setlSibly percei.cd in the course of four 
days. 

At this 8eason:ef the year, . wb<;i:. the ' (l'!rth i. tlloroughty 
healed, the rdpiditywith. ·whicb vegetation p'ursts forth, . after 

1, 
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rain, is .almost incredible. Among the earliest of such plants. 

as by the brilliancy of their flowers eapth-ate the sight. arc 
the various species of the oxalis, the yellow star-flower, and the 

three-colored Lachenalia, with two or three other species of 
the same genus. But one of the most singular among the 
small plants, that blossom in the beginning of winter, is the 

septas, whose Ilam~ is derived from the regular septenary di­
vision of an the different parts of ii'uclificatlon, and is re­
markable for being the only plant, yet discovered, in the 
seventh class and seventh order of the Linnrean System. 

The refreshing coolness, occasioned by the rain, permitted 
-us to (':xtend our march to the river Zondcr End, or Endless 

River, ncar the banks of which the Dutclt East India Com­
pany had reservc(l, for its own usc, an extensive tract of land 
called the Sweet Milk'., Valier,. It is bounded Oil the north . -
side by a range of hills that were once well covered with forc.,t 
tn:es, hut these have long been c,ut down, few of any magni. 
tude now l'cmaining, except in the deep chasms where they 

arc scarcely accessible. The country, on each side of the riYer, 
is extremely pleasant, and tolerably well inhabited, in compa­

ri501l at least wjth other parts; the dwellings heing seldom Te· 
moved fr!Jm one another beyond the regulated distance ofthr~c 
miles. A few of the small kind of antelopes still remain, as 
1'eeboks, sprillgboks, griesbok,'I, and duykers, .l!:~:ul plenty of hares 
and p ... tridl,""; but the large bontebok. are almost totalJy 
dcstr'Oyed, or dr:i~'o!l to some other _part of the settlement. I 
observed, on 'a former journey, that in the ncighbuurbood of 
this rlYer was once to be found the Lc.ucopluza or blue ante .. 
lope; but that, for nlany years past, it had beeu lost to the 

Sn2 



TRAVELS IN 

colony. I understood, however, that a few months heJul'c we 
e\'Bcuatcd the Cape, a small herd of this beautiful animal had 
agnin made its appearance among the wooded hills behind 
Sweet J\.lilk'~ VaHey, where, instead of suffering them to remain 
unmolested, at least for some time, that their numbers might 
increase, the farmers were lying in wait for thdr destruction'. 

Close to this river is the establishment of the Ilernhi.iters or 
]\1ora"jan missiouaries, which I hall occasion to lIotice on a 
former journey. These worthy Ulen, by the protpctioll af~ 

forded them uncit'f the .British gm'crnment, and by its libera­
lity, through General Dundas, in enahling them to enlal'ge 
their territory, had cOlisiderably extended their society of 
Hottentots; whom they not only instructed in the principles 
of the Christian religion, hut by example, as well as pre­
cept, taught to feel, that their value in 8?cicty was proR 
portioned to the benefits they were able to render to the 
community py useful labor and the example of good con­
duct. 

These men have clearly shewn to the world, by the d](xts 
of this institution, that there is not among Ravages, in general, 
that invincible aversion to labor which some have been in­
clined to suppose. 'rh~e, i~dced, whose daily subsistence 
depends On the chace, may contract a dlSpositioD to rambling 
and to a: frequent change of place, but the precarious supply 

. of food ·obtained :byhunting i. not the re.ward of sluggish in­
dolence, but oHoil, of lassitude, and. anxiety. The fewer tbe 
wantsth~t mao· baa. ,to gratify, tbe.'1ess 'inclination will he reel 
to exelt hi. corporeat.powers. ' In a .IJlere savage state, if tbese 

' . ' . . . . . , . . 
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wnn ls could be supplied without any dloTt, tht, p rcti\)minuHt 

pleasures of Jife would consist in t'atill~ olld SJCCpi llg. Tht~ 

propensity to inact ion CUll ouly ue o\"crcomc by giring til t: 

laborer all i.nt.crest ill the product of' hi~ labor; by makin ;,!: 
him feel the weight amI value of pruperly. The colonisb of 
the Cape pursued 110 such plan witli regard to their conouct 
towards the Hottentots. Haviug first hdd out the irrcs istilJlc 

cbarm that spirituolls liquors alltl taLateD arc found to pos­
sess among all people in a rude state of society. they took the 
advantage of exchanging those pe ruicio\ls poisons fol' the 

only mean~ tbe llativt.~ enjoyed of subsisting themselves and 
thei r 1~.lIlJi1ies ; and, howe\"cr cxtJ'aordiullry it may appear, 
in$;tcad of instruc ting and encouraging II rnce of men, of 

willing anti intelligent minds, to rellcw the means of subsist­
ence, of which tlley Imd deprin·J 1hr.m, they imported. at a 

vast cxpcnce, a Humber of }"IuJay slaH~s , not more expert, 
anl.1 milch kss to be depended on, tiJan the Hottentots i 1.0 

whom, indeed, they arcn prcferrl'.d lhc ::.tupid lJ<'.gl'oes or 
1\losambiquc and )1:adagascar. 

" ' hather it happened fj·om real ignorance of the char:lCtrr 
of these flath·es, or from strong prejudice!:! jmbibed against 

them, or from an adhercnce to a narrow polky, 1 emll10t prc­
tend to determi.)c; but., from the inquiries 1 ha\'e llIHdc, it. 
does not appear they have at any ,;eriod expt'l'icnced a 

treatment equally favorable to that of the JlJeanest slayes. 
Not many years ago it was thought expedient, Ji) r some pur­

pose or other, to 8~semble a considerable number in or near 

tile town, but the business for which they were coilectcd, 

dwindling into a. job for the emolument of the pr.~ons \'r'hu 
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had the management of it j and as the Hottentots were 
neither paid, clothed, -nor fed, they exhibited a scene of filth, 
misery, and wretchedness; they became a nuisance to the 
town, and were in conscqueuce disbanded . 

. The colonists were ready to predict a similar fatc to the 
< attempt of Sir James Craig; of forming them iuto a corps; 
but their predictions ended in their disappointment. "Nc"cr," 
observes Sir James, " were people morc contented or more 
" gratefl,d for the treatment they now recciyc. 'We hayc up­
" wards of three llUndrcd who l)a\'c been with us nine montl1s. 
'! It is, therefore, with the opportunity of knowing them well, 
" that I venture to pronounce them an intelligent r(lce of 
"men. All who bear anns exercise well, and understand 
" immediately, and perfectly, whatever' they are taught to 
'" perform. l\fany of them speak English tolerably well. 
" vVe were told that so great was their propensity to drunkcn­
" ness, we shou1U neyer be able to reduce them to order or 
" discipline, and that the 'habit of roving was so rooted in 
" t.heir disposition, we must expect the whole corps would 
" desert, the moment they had rccej,!cd their clothing. ''''itlt 
" respect to the first, I do not find they arc more givcn to 
'''. the ,·ice of drinking than our own people; and, as to their 
.. , pretenlled propensity to roving, that charge is fulJy con- ' 
... , luted by the circ;instance of only one man baying left us 
" since I first-adopted th~ meR,'s.ure of assembling them, aDd 
" l,e was urgCd .ID this step from :h.aving .accidentally lost hi • 

.. " tirelock':'~'<Of . ~JI the quall'~~s," he ' further observes, 
" that can be nseribCd to a HotttDtot, .it will little be .. C1-

... . 1lCctecl 1 should e~paliateup"n their cleanliness; and·yct 
'. . , . . . 
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" it is certain that, at this moment, our Hottentot plFadc 
" would not suffer in a comparison with that of some of our 

" regular regiments. Their clothing may, perhaps, have sur .. 
" feTed morc than it ought to have done, in the time since 

" it was issued to them, rrom their ignorance of the mealls or 
" prcserving it; out those articles, which arc capable of 
" heing kept dean hy washing, together with their arms and 
u 3ccotltrcmcnls, which they have been taught to keep 
" uright, are always in good order. Thryarc now, likewise, 
" cleanly in their pe rsons ; the practice of smearing them­
" sch'cs with grease being entirely left off. 1. have frc­
" qucntly observed them washing themselves ill a rivulet, 
" where thC'y could hare in \'jew 110 other ohject hut clean .. 
"liness." It will be no Jess satisfactory to the rC<ider, than 
it is grati(ying to myselr, in tll\ls having an opportunity of 

adding, in support of my fonner dc..'scriptiou of the moral 
character of this people, tbe opinion of such high "no respect­
able authority. 

None felt more sincere regret and uneasiness .at that article 
in the treaty of peace, which ceded the Cape to its fOflner 
owners, than these worthy missionaries. From the malignant 

spirit of the boors, tl,ey had every thing to apprchcn'l. The 
friends of humanity, however, will rejoice to learn, that this 

asylum for an innocent and oppressed race of mell continuC8 
to receive the countenance and protection of the present 

government; the two leading members of which appear to be 
actuated by views and sentiments very uiffercnt ii'om thosB 
of the majority of the people, over which they arc appointed 
to rule. It is obvious, indeed, to every man of commoQ UU, 
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dCI'$landing. that an institution so encouraged cannot fail to 
prove of infiuite advantage to a colony where u~efullabo r 

is so much wanted. If any example were capable of rous­
ing the sluggish settlers, that of six hundred people 'being 
~ lIhsisled on the same space of ground, whieh Cl 'Cf.Y iudi­
yidual family among them occupies, fin' they had notlting 
more till \'cry lately than a common loan farm of three mile ... 
jn diameLer, would be sufficient to stimulate thom to habits 
of indu,try. 

Olh~r mIssionaries, but of diRe rcnt societic:';, have lately 
jlrocecdcd to very Ji ~tn llt parts oftllt·~ colony, aud some C\'('11 

much beyon,d it, hoth among the Kafters to the eastward, 
and the 130sjesman IIottentot~ to the northward. The latter 
they represent as a docile and tractable people, of innocent 
munners, and grateful to their benefactors beyond expression; 
"but the Kaffer~, they sa.y, arc a volatile race, extremely good 
bumoured, but turn into ridicule all their at.tempts to con vert 
them to Christianity. Mr. Kichercr, a regular bred minister 
·of the reformed church, and a gentleman of mild anci per­
suasive manners, proceceJ,:.·d , alone and totally IlnprotC'cted, 
·into the midst of the Bosjcsman hordes on the !O kirts of the 
-Orange River. He considered, that a solita-rJ being without 
.arms, or any visible means of doing injury to his fellow mor­
tals, would be recei-ved without suspicioiI, aud might enter 
into the society of the ·most sa"age hordes without danger. 
The event proved his coujectUl'Cs to be right. He lived in 
the midst of a 'tribe, the most needy and' wretched that he 
·cou1U discover, ' for' many yeu.rs ·j". Bhared with them every ·in .. 
,conveDience; and suffered a tot.l privation of all. , the com· 
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forts, and ycry frequclltly even of the ncc~ssarics , of lifl: ; 

with a weaJ,; const itutioll, he hraved the vicisSlt udl'S o r an nn­

steady d illlatc in scanty clothing, in tcmpornry hu ts aIHI 
hovels that wcre Ilcither proof against wind nor water, and 
oftimcs in the open air; 011 deserts wild and naked as those 
of J\rabia; hc learned their la nguage; instructed lhem in 
the bcnc"oknt doctrines of Christianity; anel cuueavoured, 
with entillisiast ic zea l, to a ssuage li l(j r mist:rahlc lot in this 
lite, by assl :ring: t"CIll that there was H Another and a het/ e!' 
,~ ,vodd;" in a \I md, he bt.Talllc ~t\ lH U t.~h altached to tllI~ IllG"I. 

indigent <.111(1 tlr plorablc race II I' human b~ill g~, wllO pOS~it' ~ ..... 

lIotlting thC'y Gill call tll( ~i r ow n, hut Ii\,(' frolll Jay to day Oil 

the: prCCa ri011 :o. ~ p u j!S 01' the dmce. and comlllonly on Ihe 
Spolltallcom ]lroJUl'ts of a !Janen soil, l ita t it was not without 
ditlic.uily, a lld great tl i s lre~s to llis ji. ~ clill "~:'., he muste red rc­
:-:olulioll to lear !Iimsdf from his little tiock: lingeri ng under 
!.l diseasc that tlJrcalcllcd to terminate in a commmption, he 
could not he prc\'ailcd upon to Jesert them, when lIrgcJ 
by his ti-iends to accept of a vaCil llt Ji'"ing of one of tile 

colunial cllluchcs, which was oflcrcd to him hy the go· 

vcrlllnent. 

'Vhen one rcfL:'els for a moment on the toils and hardships, 
the dallgers a nd the difficulties, that these religious enthusiasts 
voluntarily undergo, wilhout any prospect of reward, or even 
reputation, in this wodd, it is impossible to withhold Rchllira. 

tion at a conduct so scemingly disinterested, and whose mo· 
tires appear to be under an influence so different from that 
hy which most human actions are governed. 'Vhatt' \'cr de­
gn~e of merit lllay be due to this class of missionaries, the 

VOL. I. 
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pl'<lc1ical piJi!o!'nph('r ,,;ill , 1I111(1lc:-.t iolJal>ly, give the prelCrence 

10 the plan or till: ]\.Ior<l\'jalls, which unites with precepts uf 

rcli~ioll ~md moralit.y a spirit or useful labor; ann wlio!.t! 

grand aim is to llwke their di~cirJcs eomfortahlc ill tj ii~ 

world , as a token 01' <'anH'st of th11 t happinc;-,s which t.hey flrC 

taught to expect ill tile world to cOllie. But ;tlkr all tile toit 
alld anxiety whidl the wortby character abon~ llWll liolll'd 

cheerfully 1Il1cicrw(,lIt in the eallsc of sufli:ring 11ll!1l:lJIily. 

what. Hlwst his fl~clings he, if Ill' still he h Yi ng, alit! happt' II.'( 
to peruse the following letter, to lind thaI. his only rcw:Jrd is 

llmt of bring l"OllSidLTl'd hy the yill' Il('opJ(~ of tile Cape a.i 

tile abettor uf IHlIJ'der, and that hc has h(,(,l1 with olllcr:-; ti le 

innocent rau sc of fiftren of his ino jJcllsin: di::-;ci l)lcs heilllY ill-," 
llUmanly LHitcilcrecl in cold blood by those n.'lllurscl('~s (,0· 

JOI)ists whu dare to call tllcmsclr('s by the sacred name of 

Christians. This lettcr, which just reached me as the prescnt 

work was going to I)ress, will serre to :-.hew, .. 1lI01W other beb • a 
I shall haH: occasiun t.o slate, of wilat delihcrall~ and blood-
thirsty ruffians the peasant.ry of the Cape ure composed. 

It stat.es that, "on the 6th of' nr,cC'llllwr 180'], .. bout fbe 
H m"ening, three nosj{~smans came t.o the h6"1l'::lC of the Bur.~t.'1' 

4( COnl(dis Jansen; having wit.h them tllJ"(~(~ pack.oxcl1 (t/I'fJa!.!,"­

u os~cn.); tbe said Jansen immedialciy r(' ported it to t Iw COUI­

" mandant (Veld-Cornet), who in'Stulltiy St'ut an milled party 
" (commamlu) to his lJOuse. On the foHuwing clay, being the 

H 7th, there came twelve more to them, harillg three guns 

U and three pack-oxen; all the" rest wr.re well armed with 

U hows, arrows, and " ha~sag-d.y8. " The commandant Be~er 
u went himself to Jansen's in the morning to ask tbe rea'50tol 

1 
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,. uf their coming then') whell he d isco\'CiTd lhat (' i ~~ i\~ :,r 
" them 'I cre ]\-ur o/Uls all Ii S('\,(,1l Ho~cs l1lall ~ . n l'ill"::. <I :.kcd 

H hy the pa rty what t hey ClI llIe to do, thl',Y silid lll al th '.\' 

H were come to bcp; a lit t le l/(w/w. th('//I /I) a nd tobacco. 'i'be 
, ; c Oll1lllandall L iHld the ~ all 1C i.tII SW(' f , hilt h,' Iflllh' l"sfooti. l Id " 

~, ':'''.1/10 'J ll cs / ion f hf'lIl ~II dU" ('~I" Ihal he hroli! . .:,/tl tllI'ln io 0j!(1/ 

~. nlld('·,.~i(jJ/ (hy ho rrid tort llr('~ 110 douht ), that t hl')' C:HnH~ to 

•• e x,HuillC how t lw ir Em lls (jl !UII/;'I'I/) were to be att ;l(' kt'd ; 

" a nti al ... o t ,} see i f t ll<'rc w:!~ water ('I\ I HI!..!,h to c Ollie w i tll a 

.. p:Hu l II·VO) I. J k:in~ a .... kq\ who 1':1(\ Sl" lIl the UJ , thcy a a ­

•. :-;\\Trl'd 'friikr awl ti l<' En~li :-, h 11I 1:-.:, io ll:1r)' A/rhITI'r, ill onk r 
,. to SI)Y tile 1 ) l act ' ~ ' a lH ] n 'tl:!11 to tlJ(,~ 1,/,(((// wlwl'l: /\ ;c/t('l'cr 

.: a nd 'l'riil('j ' \\'o\1!d \\ ai l Ibeil' ret um, 10 f'u rt li"h t!Jelll with 

.( 1llIl S(llId~ , po\\'dcJ', and ball. On o <.: ill).; a"ked how they 

H w('rc 10 execute it ~ they f.ln swI'J'i'd, uy att ;\t'],i ng the fa l'lll ~ 

h hO Il ,'; ( '~ hy t.wo ,llld two at the :-o ttili e l illie, so that they 

" (' ould lIot nss ist one ClllotlH'1'. Al.I , T ill,: 1'11' '1'1':1'. :-0 \\ ' y. 

. : 11 .... \0"1-: S II OT D!,: ,\J) (douilgcs(' /lI.'lJ/fll) . Il AV l N{ : I'lH ~T E .\ ­

" TOI~ T F. 1l Till S CO r-:t'TSs r o ;-;: nt l,l i\l 'l'1l1:i'lJ. The hat wh ich 

," Triila g:I\T to t\,C captaill we Ila\'(! got; il i§ a Illaek one 
" with a :sil\'c r band, alit I a cane with a bl3SS iwad, on wl lich 
" is cllg ra\'(~d "Captain Kau wiuliu lIb." J\f:!rk now wit.h 

" what murderous intentions is this 'J't'iilc /' inspired against 
" us! '1'0 have us all Illits:-,a crc u ill Ollr hOllses 1" 

The account. (if this transaction is thus given by Duron , 
Van P--, the priratc secretary to Goverllor Jallsc lI s. 

·u A Hottentot capt.'l.ill ,~ of the name of K ouwi/l.J/Oub, bear-
4~ jug the .distinguishing mark of his rank (a stiek, ou the 

.'3c~ 



TRAVELS IN 

" brass 11ead of which were cngraven the arms of hi~ j\Ia­
H jcst.Y). [10(1 furnished, moreover, with a passport signed by 

" ant! of the members of Government, went, flccolllpanicd 
" h)' fifteen Hottentots, to procure a few 1<:' <1\'('5 of tobacco 

" in the plains of Sncuwucrg. The hoors, rc(~olkcling, per­
" haps, that three years ago these faithful !';ohliNS hau !'ctTC'd 

" the Covernment by keeping them in order, thougli t it a 

" favorable opportunity to rc\"engc thcmselvt,s 011 thc~c UII­

" Imppy creatures. Lcd all hy a Vl!/d corlld, of the name of 
" IJnrgers, they s{'izell the whole company. wlm :-i USI)I.:ctt'd no 
" ill; and, notwit.hslall{ling all the proof.<j in their f:'\\,or, it 

" was agreed that they were criminals, and lllat they llIust 

" be treated accordingly. Tile Boorish. Cow't (!f .lusticc re­
" solved, therefore, to hind them to a tn'C', and to lIran' ii'om 
u them hy torture a confession of crimes, of which a thought 
" had nev{~r entered into their hcads; to reiterated blows 
" and inhuman to~tures they held out promises of forgi\'c­
" ness, if they would confess all that was required of tllCm; 

" and by these means they forced from them the unfortunate 
" declaration that they came with an intention to plunder 
" the neighbourhood. The only concern of lite Court was to 
" write down a confession, which the application of the tor­
" turc aDd the hope of being set at liberty had wruug from 

" these innocent victims. The boors put t heir names to this 
" declaration, as an attestation of the truth, and made an 
" end of the business by voting for their death. The sen­
u tence was instantly put in execution, aod the poor Hot~ 
« lenlots were shot. A whole half year has passed away 
.. SiDce this event, and justice hitherto has not interfered, I 
.. should not dare to say wherefore." 
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As this chapter is OlClIIlt to cxcmpli(y til e dml':lclcr oj' ti ll' 

Dutch hoors of the (';Ire !Se ttlement, J sIJ a ll c~tract aLlotilel' 

ins tance of tlu::ir !5(i\1J.gc brutality, recorded in a pumphiL"l, 
wrill('n oy ti le a1.)(J\·c-ll1cutio!1cu gcntkman. wlikh, if possible, 
c'luals, if 1Iot exceeds, in its atrocity, any thing: of the ki nd 
which history lHls Imudcd down. " D c.'S '!ue les Anglois 
" ,H'oicnl (lui lt{~s Ie 1(Irt, \ill colon 1I0lUm (~c "Fl'fI'eira, (Ie ftl­
" milll! Vortugaisc, S'CIl rcnuit Ie maitre, ct ell prit possessioll. 
" pour lors, cc qui du r{t jllsqu'an J'arri \'{'e du dclcwhrllJcnt 
" (Iue \e GotH'CrnClIlclit y a cn\'ny t~ SOI.1S les orul'C.'s <Ill ~-I:.tjor 

" Von Gillell, et qui y ('oll1l1landc cn cc liloment. Ll'S 
u C'ani'l'~, croiant que la dC'rnierc pai x avoit iillie tou t d{:m{:h'~ 

" (~ lItrc l' lI X, ellyo yhcnt till<' hetc:l tucr a u IHHI\' l'aU command­

" ant du jint, <;O llllIl C unc mar<}ue J 'amitic ct ti c I'ecollci lia­

" lioll ; Ie Cuffre Ie lit ('lluJuire par UII lIottc lltot ; l't Ferre ira 
" pal' I'c(:onnoisscllH:C Sf: sa isit elll ('alfre. Ie bl'lflct tou t t;i( ; 
I ' athleha Ie pilU\'I'C Ilot.ic lltot :1 un <ll'iJrc, lut (!uupa lilt mol'­

" crull dl! ia c/tllir de sa Cltiss{', ic (u i lit lIUII/!!c:t' tOlll crue, ct Ie . ,. 

" l'clacha cnsuite." 

" As soon as the English had abandoned the rort (a t Algoa 
, I nay) a boor nallled Fcrrci ru, of a Portugu(.'zc !illllily, mad:.: 
H himself master of it, and kept possess iull t ill the arrival of a 
II dctadllllcnt of troops wiJi ch Go\'ernment sen t thithcr, UIl ­

" d(~r the command of l\l;.ljo f Yon Gilten, who is stili tlte fe, 

H The Kaffers, fully persuade{i that the lute peace had put 
" nn end to all disturbances betwcen them, sent lo lhc fl CW 

u commanuer of the fort a bulJock to he ;. Iaill , as thc test 
" of rcconciliation and friendship. The Kaflel' !Scn t 011 the 
., occasion put himself under the guide of iI J Iottentot ; nn(\ 
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•. l'erreira, In waJ of returning the kind intenli (m, IHid hold 
.• of the 1\.;t lll'l' und broiled hilll nlh:e; bound the poor lIot · 
U h?lltot to a tree, Cill It piece '!f .tll'SIt out r{ his tlti,!::h, 1I!adC' 

" !tim ('(/f it m.t, aud t hell I'dl'l.lscc\ him !" 

The Jir;)l (/:1 ) ';-. 1Iiordl Iwyu nd the Swed. 1\lilk's "alkv ,,"'(1 :-0 

al'ro~s a lall!c' lbt coulltry, the road winrlilw :doll '" the ri !rht 
.~ C' ..... 

bank vI' the J:ncllcsf' Bin'!'; a f!i1l::C \\'1105(,: ,i.lIacy \\"a~ <Ie­
t('ded by crossing: il the Il f'xt cby, just where it f~mn!j a 
('ollflu(,llt'c with, llIHl or course <:ntl" ill , tile HI'nad Hirer. 
The latter, in tlw winlt·J' month .. , i .. a n\st volume of \\"aln 

~nt1J cjeIlt to tioal a ~lljp of tlie lillt', but, in Sllrll lllCr, not mon' 

than ankle deep. The distallce from thi" f in'!' to Z\\TlIcn­

dam, tllC ~('al of the f .andro::t and capitoll of t hc di~,trjct !-.o 

(:~illt'd, is only about nine Illill'~ , over a country thal lS capahle 
of an cxtcIl5i,'c cullir'ltioll l hut. which is sufil~ n.xl to rellJain 

almost entirely an t1llprodUeli\'c dl'~crt. 

l \ S we kncw [hi" to he tllc ouly \'illngc that would occur 111 

the course of our long jOllrney, we thoughl it prudcnt tu halt 
a day, iri order to refresh the borscs, 10 have their shoes 

!emon'd or rCllc\vcd, and the sadJ lcs repaired ; tlnCI' \\'hich 
we ('ontillued our maf('li, for three easy clays, to a tolcl"ably 
good i'arm-ho(}se called tlie IJagcl A-rani, situated at tlie foot 
of the Attflfl'lnS 1\loqt: The cOlintl'Y we had passed was little 
,calculated to excite any degree of interest: the dwellings, as 
lIsual, were thinly scattered; the land under no rpcrular S\,5-. a _ 

tcm of tillage, e:\hibiting a barren waste, without a single 

t.ree, or (\,{',II a shruh, that hy its ~i~c or beauty would arrest 
.the attention of t.he tr~l\·cller; yd the soil of the greater .part··· 
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of the couili ry appeared to be superior ttl ll10st Ilf 11\:, CfWlI . 

lands in the yjetnity of Llll! Cape. ril ' I'C tou ii. :-' < ',~r\ 'i l y i" 

o!J.,crnthle of t.he Ulo"t ordinary game of til e COlin try. ~twl \ 

as smail afll,dopes, hares, partridges, aiHi the sc n:raJ SpeCIL' . ..; 

or bu~la:·d :s. 

I~rolll t11is place it was our intentioll to cross tIle fjr~t chain 

of flIotllltaill~ which runs parallel. or !}('arly so, wit.h the sea­

('IJas r. )I C";OUS, howner, to this und l'J'lakinfT, it was foull(l o 
Ilc(:(' ~sary, in cOllformity to til{'. ill!-;trudiol\S Ilmd r('(: ;-in'lI, 
10 I.ake iuw custuuy, and to sl'm( lip to the' t'~!p:.', it certain 

boor wll( ) was known to han' held cOllimunication with the 

rebrls of (;raaff HCYllel ; and strongly suspected of hewing 

ass isted tbelll with ~ullpowdc r. ]~J escorting til is person to 
the J.androst of the distrid, two {inc Y(llIng llH'tl of the nth 
Li ,d lt Ura')'uoIlS unfortunately lost their lin:s. 011 their ]'e~ n ~ • 

turn towards the drosdy a ,"ioknt Lhuudn-stonn arose', dur­

in rr whicb tIle rain d escended ill sitch torrenb as Lo Jill, to I1 w 
~ 

IJrilll, a s lI:all rivule t that we h:'HI pas ... cd the day IH'/()re witll­

(lnt Ob~C ITillg a single drop or water ill its cil<lllllel. The 
lIoLlcntot, who led tbe l(>r<~mo~t pair 01' oxen in the tralll , 

finding himself ullable to withstand .tIll: rapidity or the cur­

rent, let go the rope and cfkcteti his escape as well as 'he 
c:ould. The O~Cll, being thLls lefl without a guide. turned 
their heads ill the direction c[ tIJe stream. 'l'lw W;lg~O ll was 

llpsct; two of t he ,young tII efl, who nni'()rtlluntrly cOllld not. 

swilll, werc seen lIU more; and Captain Smyth, wit h IIIe resl, 
Ilad a \'Ny narrow escapc. 
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"'c t'ro :;~cd the mountains, over the Attaquas 1)ass, on the 
l8th of i\Larell, and entered the Lange Kloof or Long Valley. 
,Here we mel ,,-ith, at almost every farm, an excellent \,inc­

'lard of the ~[llscatel and Persian grape, both at this time 
fully ripe ; we obscn'ed also extensive plantations of tobacco, 
ami a variety of fruit trees. Tbe oranges were large and re­
markably good. Notwithstanding the great plenty, and the 
good quality of the grapes, the inhabitants made little wim', 
and that little was execrably bad. The distance, indeed, 
Irom a Illarb~t , ~nd the badness of the roads, hold out litt.le 
encouragelllenL Lu Lite fanner, either for extending the (luun­
tity or impro\"iHg the quality of this article. Uaisills, hcing 
a morc transportable commodity, arc more the ol~jcct of their 
attention than wine. The making of these requires a very 
simple process. The bunch of grapes is first jnllncrscJ ill a 
strong solution of wood ashes, ano afterwards laid upon a 
stage covered with rush mutting, until it he thoroughly tlrir.d. 
The bruised grapes, the undel'srowings, the stalks and ex­
pressed husks, with the Ices or dregs of new wille, arc thrown 
together into large vessels until they fcrment, and are then 
distillcd into a sort of brandy. }"rom tra:;h like tlli::; is most 
'of the ardent ~pirjt manufactured which is sold in the Cape 
-under the name of Brandcw!Jll, and which, from its cht'a]l­
,ness and bad quality, not only po.isons the bodies, but also 
corrupts the morahl of the lower -orders of the town, and the 
.country fanners. . 

OUl' march along the Lange Kia,!! was delightfully pleasant, 
~fJ'le road Was ext.fclllc~y good, the -counh:y cheerful, being 
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mosll.Y covered with grass or shruhhy plants, c _\l!ihitill~ fHlIll 

a distance a continuallce of verdant lawlis, which arc 110t fre­

quen t in this COIOIl Y, by much the ,greatel' portion of tIle sHr­

face Lcing either extcnsive wash.'s of' karroo almos t without 

a ,,'-cs tigc of vcgctatif)IJ, or naked rtI n,!res of lllountuills. 1 Iere 
too tllcre was a suflic icncy of wat('1' to utlmit. of farm-houses 
being placed al the regulateli dist:mfc or three miles. The 
sloping siues 01' tll(.~ \'allc), wen,: OH"CI'CU with :~ great I'::tricty 
of splendid heaths, in the height of their hlossom, of the shrub 

called g l! itiiu) of' t.he SIIO \\'Y and cn.::rlasliug S fra lltht'lllUIIl , ~1t1" 
a profusion of oliU'f pla\lts that the l'ye or a butanist wouhl 

lm\'c feasted UpOIl with <:\\'iditJ. lillt lhe nat me of our ex­
pedition wouhl onl), admit or a glance ill pass ing . 

JIaring proccctictl ululIg the },loof "10 that part which IS 

nearly opposite td Pk:u.c llbcrg '.'i 1 lay, we JOlllld it necessary 

1:1 halt a Jew ~la'y!' in onkr 10 rcrr('~ lIlhc horses, In the mean 
lime 1 crossed t.he mountains, agreeably to my instfllct!CnS, 

and. assemhled the wood-CULlers ill the vicil;iLy of the hay, to 

cilter into a coutract with them 1"01' a supply of timher for the 

public sen'ice at the Cape. ludcl'cucicnt ol'lhe wallts of the 
goYcrnmcnt, it was considt!rcd advisea blc, at this juncture, to 
furnish these people wilh employmcnt, in order to kcep thcm 
at houle; for, such is the nature of an A fri(call.boor, that, hav­

ing.nothing particular to engage his attention, llC is glad of 
an ex.cuse to ricle to the distance of eight or ten days, whcther 
it be to a church or to a vendue, to hunt elephants s>r to 

Illllllder tbe Knlfers. 

\lOt. [. 
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In justice, however, to the '~trmers of Plettcnberg Bay 
district, it ought to be stated that they arc the only class of 
pcoplf', in the whole colony; whieh deserves the namt: 01 being 
inuustriolls. To fell the large , ~rt~f's , that arc now only to be 
procured in deep glens, and tt~~1 to drag them out, is a work 
ofJabor and toil; anJ Ihcir profits arc so trifling, that few of 
them arc enabled to purchase sla\'cs, and of course are reduced 
to the necessity of working themselves. 

The extent of the forests, beginning at l\fossel 1kty, and 
running ca~tward parallel to the sl'a-coast, is at least two 
hundred and fifty English miles, and the breadth fJ'om the 
feet of the mountains to tbe sea is ten, fifteen, and in some 
places twenty, miles. A great part of this tract is composed 
of Jarge and beautiful plains, intcrscdcd by numerous rivcrs, 
and abounding in lakes fuJI of cxcellent fish. The ground is 
weB calculated either fOT pasturage or tillage, and capable of 
.complete irrigation. Was this long tract or country, together 
with tllat which is comprehended between the north range of 
mountains and the west co.'lst, and from Saint n(~lclla lla.y 
to the Cape, inhabited by iudustrious fiullilies, a 1I11I(:h greater 
mllss of people than ·is at present contaillcd within the widl:ly 
extended limits of the colony might be subsisted with iu­
finiteJy more comfort thall they now are, and. all abundance 
of corn and cattle, wine, am.I other. necessaries,. migh_ he 
supplied, pver and above, for a garri-son of five thousand 
mcq, and {or a fleet cQntaining 3D equal' number of SOli Is. 
But, in order to make· the country produce sllch a supply, 
it wuulo be necessary to introduce a new r,acc of inba.biq:1Ots" 
or to change the nature of the old ones. 
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1 li.il\·C frequently had occasion to notice th~ ahundance or 
iron ore thtlt. occur!; in almost every part of Southel'll Afri('a, 
liomc of which is ~o rich itt metal as to contain fro m sc\'('/l1 v 
to eight), per cent., and to obsen'c that the total want of j 'u~'l 
r endered it useless. lJere, ~·owevcr, ill t.llc \'i ci nily of the 
forr.~ts , that nbjcclion is removed; and tht orC'5 Illight, in all 
probability, he melted to a<inHltagc, as all kinds of imn work 
3rt..' prodj~iuw.Jy dear at tht..' Cape. \Vc were told that, in 
the Jleighbourhood of tIle Knysna, another large mass of 
Hal j,'e iron had heen d iscorcrcd, similflr to that which 1 men. 

tiolled to ha,-,c scell in the plains of the 7.lIu n:: Veldt, and 

which 1 tlt("H supposed llie Kaners to ha ,'c carried th.ilhcr 
from the sea shore, J paid lillie attelltion to tile report at 
t ha t tiuH'-, Hor did W(l go out of om way to look. at it; but 

si nce Illy re lul'Il to tIn! C:11'lf.!, the Ji:scov{' ry of a third mass, ill 
au extraordinary ~itual"ioll, the YC'ry summit of Table :f\.loun~ 

t.:till, excited a stronger degree of curiosity, 1 imagined tht,,; 

first to Ilavc been tIle flat part of an anchor, although it Wa.1; 

d estitute of allY p :J.rticula r shape: but ill this of 'fa hie :Moun~ 

tain, wllich might w~igh frolIl onc 1/Ullllred and fifty to one 
hundred and sixty pounds, there appeared some faint traces 
of the shape of the flook, or the broad part of the arm which 
takes hold of the grollnd, It was fOlillO half buried in saud 
and quartz pebbles, every part, as well under . as above 
ground, much -corroded, m)(l the cavities filled with pebbles, 

which, however, (lid not appear to be ·component parts of the 

mass, not beillg angular, but evidently rounded by attrition . 

.Ih, in the first instance, I suppose the Kafle rs to have -carried 

t.he mass into the si tuation where it was discovered; so a1so, 
S D 2 



388 TRAVELS IN 

with l'cgarci to the latter, 1 am indinr.d to think it must have 
been .bronght Up011 the summit of the mOllntain by the native 
Jloth'IlLoL'), as to a place of safety, 'when Bartholomew Diaz,. 
~r some of the C!riy Portuguezc' navigators, lauded first ill 
this country. Olbers, howe\'er, ,vho ha\'e scell and examined 
the mass, are of opillion that it nlUsl han~ hC('1l placed ill its 
l,resent sjluation at a period long all tecedent tn the discovery 
of the Cape of Good Hope by Europf'ans. Dc lilal as it 
may, the resemblance it bears to part of an allthor, witli the 
Neptunian appearances of variolls parts of Southern Africa, 
which arc parti'cu]arJy slriklllg in the formation of the TaGle 
Mountain, press strongly on the recollection the beautifllJJ 
observation of the J,atin poet: 

CC Vidi ego, quOd fuerat quondam solidissima tellus 
" Esse fretum. Vidi faetas ex ~quorc terras, 
u EI procul a pelago conchoc jacucrc marinoc 
" Et vetus inventa est in montibus anchor;!; summis," 

H The face of places, and their form s, decay; 
g And that is solid eanh that once was sca : 
U StU in their tum, TCtt't:3ting from the shot't:, 
" Make solid land what ocean was before ; 
I{ Far from the shore are shells of 6&he~ (ouo(I, 
u .And rusty anchors fix 'd on mouJJtain.ground." 

It may be obsefl'eu, by the way, that Mr. Drydcn has re­
versed the idea of the poet in the first cOllplet of his transla­
tion, and continued the l$ame in his second, making only 
the land to gain on the sea, instead. of contrast.ing it with 
tile opposite effect of the sea encroaching on the land, Ob­
scrl'ing this to a son of my ingenious and learned friend 
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Doctor Tytlcr, a hoy of twelve years of age, he requesLed 
to have the Latin Jines, aua immediately im.Hl un;d till'. 

followillg stanzas. : 

U Turn'll into' rca I'"e seen the earth 
" Dissolved in the wave, 

u And from the sea new Ili lls ,pring forth, 

" And their uroall backs upheave • 

.. And f~r from ocean's utmost bounds, 
" SI,c1b have discover'd hccn, 

" And all the mps of rising ground, 
" (olll fusty anchor~ seell." 

In our return over the mountaius from ])Iettcnbcrg's Bay 
little occurred to attract attention. The SJlarmmmia in the 
wo...J<i:-, wil h its large iCll.YCS of light g~eell, contrasted witb 
the dark ami slend er foliage of the yellow wood tree, and the 
sli(i darker Eckbcrgia, with the lofty summits of the naked 
mountains ri~ing far abore them, aITorded s(,COf'Ty for the 
pcncil extremely picturesque ami heautiful. The fibres of the 
ba.rk of the Spa.l'lIL((ItIlia make an cxcdknt kind of hemp, 
supcrior in st.rength to that of the .llibisC/l.'), whkh 1 noticed 
on a fonner vj!';it to t.his hay. Saplings of this trce the seconu 
year ri~c in a clear stem to the height of si x (cet, so that in 
the evcut of any future estahlisiJlllcnt being wade at I)lct­
ten berg's Bay, tha Sparmmmiu may heCOUle a 'vcry uscf"u! 
plant. The Gal'dellia 'TllIlJIlx.'1'gi(J, 01" the wild Cape Jessa­
mine, being in the height or its hlossom, ga\'c out so pOlVel"­

ful a scent, that, in thc cvcnillg~ it could be pr rC<.,jvcd at the 
distance of several miles. The N.1Jmpluta {'em/ca. and an­
other species of a . smallt~r size with spr.ar.sllilpcd Ica\"cs~ 
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(foli.is !ta&latu), and rose-colored petals, ornamented the mar .. 
gins of the J\eUJ'boom River; ann the Trnchrndo",:/ia with the 
AleJl'ilJ Uvaria were comlnOIl in all the boggy grounds. The 
stately , .... Ilite Strelit;"iaN, which are fbunJ oilly ou the bunks 
of the Pisang River, were alS{) now in flower. The 1'I'oi('(t 

CmndijloTcr, on the summit oC the mountains, rcsembled, in 
their size and aprearance~ old stunlt.;d oaks. Heaths al~o . 

were ,'cry large, ami bulbous rooted plants in great abund­
ance. \,y e found, likewise, growing among the rocks, nUIn­

bers of that .singular plant the Tamu.'i Ekpho71r;pcS, so called 
from the resemblance of its large tuherous JOot, rising above 
the surface of the ground, to the fc.)ot of' the elephant. 'rhi~ 

district affords, in filet, a riel. field for tile naturalist. .Let 
his favorite pursuit be what it may, botany, ornithulogy, or 
.zoology, he may here jndulgc his inclinatioll . The' g reater 
part of thc forest trees sti ll remain unexamined. Tile hirds 
arc nllmerous, and have nut saiow;{1J been nttacked: by allY 
other collector than 1\11". Lc Vaillant, of whom l\fr. 1\fecding, 
for many years the postholdcr at the bay, speaks as being an 
excellent shot at small birds, and a most indefatigable pur­
,suer of them. Of nnimals, from the little tailless dlls or 
Cavy, and the pigmy Antelope, to the huge Elephant, the 
,voods of ~itsikamma .furnish great variety. The Plain of 
Rartebcests abounds with that noble species of the antelope 
tribe fi'om which it takes its name; ' and every thicket 
is filled with the beautiful Bosbok, or Bush deer, re­
markable for its spotted haunches, and still more so 
from the near resemblance of -its cry to the barking of a 
dog. 
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On rcaching our quarters in Lange Kloofwc were agrcra.bly 
surprizcd to find tha.t the shoes of all our horses l.ad bc(~n il..!­

movC'u, and new ones placed on such as w<lnted them. This 

had been a m<lttcr of serious consideration frolll the first day of 
our expedition; Ji))'. as the horses of the colony arc nc\'cr shod, 

except those in the hands o f' the English, we could hardly 
. flatl.cr oursch-cs that we sllOuld meet with any pC'l'son in the 

interiur of the (~ollntry, capable of undertaking such an ope­
ration. A Y'Jung mall, however, horn deaf and dumb, with­
out ever having seen a horse-shoe bt:fol'c, made several new 

ones, and replaced otbers with as much care and neatness, as 
one that had heen brought up to tbe bm;illcss of a farrier. 

This ingrnions 'young man, the only one I can l1alcly say that 
I en:r met with in the course of my tra\'cls in this country, 

supported, by his laiJor, a worthless, drunken father, and a · 
number of brothers and sisters. 

Nothing of morn(,flt occurred until wc reached the borders 

of t.lle C'allltoos Hiver, which divides the district of ZwcJJcn~ 
clam from that of Graatr Ht-'YllCt. n eill'; p:lssahlc only h.Y 
waggol1s at one furd, wc encamped there, as the fiJO),t cligilJle 
situation ibr. keeping open a communication hetween Brig<\.4 
<lier General Vandclcur aud the Capc. Scarcely, howe ver, 
had we arriycd. when au ,cl:prcss froIll the General directed us 

to proceed to Algoa Bay. 

The country bet.ween the Camtoos RiVet and this bay is ex­
tremely rich and beautiful. Like a gentleman"5 park, or pica. 

sure g~oullds, in England, the surface is diversified with-thick· 
cts au:ii Imots of statc1y trees,. planted, however, by the spon. 

I 
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1ancous and free lJand of nature. The knoBs are covcr~d with 
thick grass," hieh, tor waut of cattlo, to cat it off, is suffered to 
rot upon the ground, or is partially burnt off towards the end 
of summer to make room for the young blade~ to shoot up with 
fhe earliest rains of winter. It is greatly jo be lamented that 
!'o one a country should he sutlcred to remail) in total ne­
glect. A jew indolent boors .gl'asp the whole district, which, 
when in POsst>ssion of the rightful owners, the Kaflcrs alld til(' 

J lottcntots, some tllifty years ago, maintained many thowmnd 
taruiiies by the numben of their cattle it was founo capahle 
of supporting. The ~1Uall game, which her,e are plentiful, gra­
miuc()us roots, the bulbs of the iris, of the wild garlick, and of 
dIe Cyallel!a, tile filaments and anthers of whose stamcns bear 
a reliJarkable res.emhlancc to the fingers and nails of' the hu­
man hand, together \\·ith the seeds of the Strelib::ia Regilla~J 
and a variety of wild berries, were the chief articles of sub­
sistence of the Hottentot trihes, and milk was the principal 
food of the ".ffers. 

A few days before our arrival at Algoa Bay, General Vall­
deleur had subdued the rebellious hoors ill the manncr 1 ha\'c 
already described in the beginning of this chapter. and had 

. sent tlie ringleaders on board his Majesty's ship the ltattlc­
-snake, to be.convcyed to the Cape, to take their trial there by 
their 'own laws, before Jheir own court of justice. D<:,siraule 
as it might have been to punish the leaders upon the spot by 
'martia-) Jaw, as an example to a rebellious people, the General 

',-resolved to_ t~.Y once more what, lenient measures might effect, 
concluding that, in the event of their own countrymen finding 
thew ' guilty, the colonists must at least acknowleil1e the ' . ' . 
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justice of the decision; whereas in tile olilcr cn ~l.'. n~ it 
gt'llCraiJy happen '), tile public arc more ready to blame 

the sC\'crity of martial law than t.o ackno wledge the ni­

m inality of those UpUI1 whom it is inflic ted. The General 

llaYi ng Hills got rid ofthe rehel chiefs, and thereby put an end, 
as he thought, to further ciisturbances, concluded that little 
now femaincu to be done hut to collect his scattered forces 
from the diftt~rcnt parts of the district, and to assemhle them 
at head-quarters in HruYllljcs ]JOl)gtt~ ; pa1't of'wllich 11 (' llU' ant 

to embark 011 hoard the Hattlcsnakc. and the fCmainder to 
scud O\'cr land, by ca~y llIarciJts, to the Cape:, 

]11 cross ing the cou nlry lim B Algoa Hay (u the northward, 

in ordn to put his pia u ill t'Xt't: utitlll, tu our 11 0 less ~ urprizc 

t han mortificatio n, we 1'1.' 11 in with a large purty of Ho ttentot:;, 

so di sguised , and tlr(,s~cll O\lt in such a whimsical and fan­

tastica l llIaUIWr, that \\'t ' were totally at a loss to conjecture 

what to llwkc of tbclil . Some wore lawe three cornered 1181.:;;, ., 
with g reell or blue hrcceh rs , the l"l's t of t.be body naked; 
some lmd j ackr ls o f clot.h o\'cr their shecp-skin l'()\'cring, a mi 

others had sheep-sk ill s thro\\"n O\'cr linen s l,irt5. Thc \\' () HII~ n 

were laden with ~) lIlldlcs, and tbe nlr n W(:I'C ull a rllled with 

musqucb. 'Vc SOOll ci isco"cred, which indeed tlley readily 

CtlUfcsst'd, that they had becn plund ering the boors. A Hot­

tentot, among t.he many good qualiti('s he pOSSl'S~(,s, ilas olle 

which hc is master o f' ill an eminent dl'gl'cc,- I 111 ('1111 a rig id 

udiJerence to truth , \Vhcll accused of a (Time, of which he 
has been guilty, wi th native simplicit'y he always states (he 

fact ~;~ it imppC'l1co ; hut, at the ~amc t imt', he has always a 

ju'St.ification ut hand for \VImt. he has dOlH'. 1o'rol1l Is ing amI 
'~ l('alillg, the predomina llt lind inscpanlb1c " icc;s of the ( 'o\HJi ~ 

,'or .. J, 
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tion of slu\-ery, the Hottentot may be considered as exempt. 
In tbe whole course nfmy travels, and in the mid~t of the nu­
merous attendants of this nation, with which] was constantly 
surrounded, I can with safety declare that I never was robbed 
or deccil'ed by any of them. 

On making in(]lliry into the particulars of tile 11llplC'asant 

transactio!1 that hll.{J taken place, one of the BOUclltots, called 
Klaas Sltmrmflll, or Nicholas the IJcll1lS1na1i, whom lhc'y hall 
~c1ectcd for their chief, stepped jorwaf(I~. nnd, after humoly 

entreating us to hear him out without interruption, hegan " 
10110' oration, which (~ontainetl a history of their calamities ami 

~ . 
suficrillO's under tilt! vokc of the boors; I be;r ill'lliSlicc, ill first ". . 
tkpl'ivlng thclIl of their count!".y, and then forcing their ofr-

spring into a state of sh.n·ery; their cruel treatllIent on e\'cry 
tilight occasion, which it became impos!'!ihlc !()I. thc llI to bear 

any longer; ami the resolution the)' had tilcrcfc)fC taken to al-'· 
ply for redress bciore the Eng1i>;h troops sbould leave the 

country. That tl11:! il· e.np\oyers, sllspecting their intention, h;l(l 
cnde,t\'oured to prevent such application bYl:onfinillg Some to 
the house, thrcat{~lling to shoot utlier3 if tlley attclllptt'u. to 

escape, or to puni!>h their wi \·cs and children in their abscll(,('. 

And, in proof of what he au l'allced, he called out n young Hot­

tentot, whose thigh had oeen pierced through with ~ large 01115 .. 

quet ball but two days before, which had brcn fired at him by 
his master for having attempted to leave his sen·ice. H This 

., act," continued he, " among many others cqually cruel, re­
M- solved llS at once to collect 'a sufficient force to deprive Yhc 
.. boors -of their arms, in whicb we ha\'c succeeded at every 
.. house wl)ich. bas fallen in our way, We have taken thei .. 
"' !I~pedluolis clothing in lieu of, the w.ii~' d lie for Om' 

2 
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" sen'ices, hut we II<I \'! ' ~ tnrll('d none, nor il ~j ll rcd tlH ~ pcr<;;olls 

•• of an,", tIJOngh," added II(" s l l<lk in .~.lli s heaci, .. we h:.l\T )"l'1 

" a great deal of our hl ood to avenge." 

Such a rrncontre at this (il ll(, was extl'cmcl)' ~lIl haITaSS I ! I '''' o 
and the more w a!i it <1 PI)('arcJ thc~w were a H'ry sllIail part of 

their countrymen that were then ac lualh- arlllinr,. themsch'es . . ~ 

'lgainst the hoors, and plundc ri n~ tlH'ir hO llses. T hey informr rl 
11 '=, IU On-~O\·(' I'. that some of tlH'ir ('otlutl'ymcll, not wiIlJll .~ to 

throw thc lIlscl res on the protection of r,tra ngers, had £led alllOlIg 

tIl e l\aJlcrs ; hut that tiJ(" g rea test part were on the road to Algoa 
]by , to lay t IH..: ir unhallll.Y sitn:lt inn herore the 1!:n,glish (~cl1 C'raJ. 

Tile (;OfllH'rlioll that had long ~ubs ist ed between the hoors 
and the I l ol.ten lot~, a (~onncction that was kt'pt up by vio­
lenc(' and opprt'!isioll Oil one ~i d c) and hy want of cllcrgy and 
patient su ilcring 011 the oi lier, seemed now to be completely 
clissoln'd . The f:ll'tlH'1' we a{h-anced) the more seriously 
alarming: was the slate of the coulltry. The bours, it seems, 
unable to 1'('slrain their savage temper, which tile penalty 
le\'ied upon them hy the General had, with the assistance of 
a snpic, wrought up in to a rnge, determined to Wl'c:tk their 
ycng('ancc 011 the p (lOr Hottentots, according to thei r commOI\ 

pra~t.ic(' , whenever infuriate passion seizes them. The mpre· 
scntations '1l1<1dc to us hy this party ,,·'ere more than confirmed 
hy Ollr own nhsernltiolls in our progress Lhrough tbe coulltry. 
:Amouft the Ilumerous instances of cruelty to which we l>Ore 

~ 

w~tness, the following were. particularly striking. 

\Ve hat1 scarcely parted from these people, when, stopping 
at a house to feed our horses, we hy accidellt observed a young 

3 >: '" 
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lIuttentot woman wilh a child ill her arms IJ jll~ ~trctched on 
tllf! ground in a most Jeplorablc cOllditioll . She h:.td been cut 
fhml head to fuot with one of those inteJ'llai wbips, llIade from 
the hide of a rhinoscel'o~ or sca~ cow, known by the name of 
.<;£(1II00C,I; , in slich a barbarous and unn H'rci fuimallflcr, lilat there 
was scan·el .... a. ~pot on her whole hody free from titripes; !lO!' 

lm~ the sides of the Httle inJ~mt , ill cling ing to its mother, 
l'scapcd t be strokes of the u)'utailliollstt.'I', 'Vith ditl iculty we 
Ilad 11('1" rcmu\'eu to a situation where medical assistallce could 
be givcl' : but tht~ fever ran so lligh, rmd the body was hruised 
to such a degree, that fijI' sc\'cral days there w t:f C little !Jopes 
of her recovery. It was a punishment, [lr inadequate to the 
crime, to keep the mllUmau wretch 011 oread ami watel' wJ U) 

had been guilty of such unmanly cruelty, until the J ~ltc of the 
sufferer was decided. Owing to a good con~titution she gra­
dually recovered ; and the fellow was suflcrcd to depart , aner 
making bera pecuniary compcnsation; had the wounds pro\'ccl 
mortal, the perpetrator would, no doubt, ha\'c atfurdNi the 
first instance of retributive justice fol' the numberless casc~ 
of murder that have been committed with impunity on this 
unfortunate race of men. The only crime ~,lI cgcd against her 
was the attempt to follow hor husband, who was a mung the 
number of those of bis countrymen that had detennillcd to 
tbrow themselves upon tbe prol£ctiun of the English. . 

''1;-

The next houae "ebalted at "pon the roan presented liS wilh 
a still more 'horrid instance of brutality, We observed a fine 
Hotteotot boy; about eight years of age, sitting at the corner 
ei the bou",,_ witll'a pair of irpn rings clenched upOD' his leg., 

oithe weight of teD Or twdvc pounds ; and they llad remaiuen 
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in one situatioll f{lr such a length of li ll ie, that 1.11('), "ppC'an:d 
to he sUlik i il~O the It'£". thL' IlltlSclc hClIlg tumefied both ;1Il/we 

ami below the rings. Tl j(~ poo r crcature was so 1ll'lIumbrd and 

oppressed wilh the \I' eight, thai, heing unable 10 walk with ('<t'ie, 

llC crawled on t.l le ground. JL nppc;lretl, on illlluiry, that the)' 

had been riveth'd to hi s h'~ mort' t.hall tell Ilionths ago. " 'hat 
wa~ to be uone ill a C<l;;C or such W<l llton and tl f' iilwl'Utc crUR 

city? It was .i!can~cly ill humall nature to behold nn innOC'I'llt 
boy for ever maimeJ ill so barharous a OIanllC'r ; ,mel a t tile 

same lime to look IIpOIl tht.: coltl hlooded perpetrator witllOut 

feding a sentilllent of 1Iorl'<)I' mingled with c.xa~peratiotl,-a 

sen timent that sel' lIled to say it would .'icn'c the eansc of hu­

manity to rid the In)l" ld or Slid) a monster. The [\·lbw shrnnk 
from the inquiries ofthc indignant General; he had. nothing to 
allege against him hil t that he had always been a worthless 
ooy ; he had lost him so many sheep; he had sl<'pt wilen he 
otwht to watch the cattle, ana such like fri\'olous clU\rg:t~s of 

e " 
a lIt~gativc kind. the amount of which, iftrllc, only proved that 
his own interest had sometimes been neglected by this child. 

Determined to make an c.xumpJc of the author of such un­
paralleled brutality, the General onlcred him instantly to yoke 

his oxen to his waggon, and, placing the boy by his sid(', to 
drive directly to head-quarters. Here he gave orders to the 
filiTier of the 8th regiment of J.ight Dragoons to suike oti' the 
irons from the hoy, an operation that required great nicely and 
attentiun, and to clench them as tight as be could on tile legs 
of his master, who roared and bellowed in a most violent man­
r,ef, to tile inexprcssihlc satisfaction of the by.standcrs, and, 
"hove all, to that of the little .ufferor just relieved Irom tor-
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mellt. ]·'or tile ,rlJOle of' th~ first night his lamrnlation ... Wt'l't~ 

il}cessanf; \\·jlh a Stentorian \'oicc a lhon~(IIHl times he yoci­
ieratl'd, u .~J/ln God! is rial ('('71 m(lllicrr (JIll CIII,;.~,tioll 1J/CII.W;/i II' 
" hrl1ldelcJl 1" H ,My God! is tl lis a way to tr<.:al Christians ~'. 

11is, IJOw(~,'er, were not the Hg'Onics of bodily paill, but l1H~ 

bursts of rage and n:sclltlilcut on being put Oil a IC\'cl with 
onC', as t.he boors call t hem, of thcZ'l,!!(/rlt: Nut ie, ht'l\\'een whom 

alld the Chl'i:;I;an. Ahm:ch tlwy cOIlCl,jrc !III: l\ill{'H' IlC'e to IH' 

fully as great as between t.h('ms('h'('~ and their eattlf ', alld 
whom, indE'( ~d, they lJJo~l cOllllllonly hOllor \\ ilh ll.e appella­
tion of Z: .. ;i.'(Jl'le rn', bJa<.:k cattle. J 1,H'illg roared for threl' daJ~ 

:1.IHI as many nights, at (irst to the gn'al :tlllll SC IIWII1, hut aHcr­
wards to the no less annoyance, of the whole camp, Ill ~ was 
suffered to go a.bout his busincss 011 paying a penalty in 1l101H'Y, 

for the benefit of the boy, whom he had abuseJ in so ~IJalJ1eflll 

a manner. 

Another lnstance occurred, since our departure from AI)!;oa 
Ray, which strongly marked the little relllctance t.hat is klt 
by the African boors in tl,e shcoding of l1U1l1,\II hlood, C\·('U 

of Christian JI![en.~c", f(ll' whom the)' "frcct so great a vcnera­

tion. On lea"ing the bay it was dis{'onTcu tlwt three fine 
yOWlg lads of the S1st regiment had deserted with their 
arms; and as these deserters koew that the troops were to . , 
m~rch that morning towards the upper part of the country, 
Van Roy, from whose house we dep;utcd, concluding they 
might return, inquired of ihe.Gencral what he sho~lld do ill 
case of such an event? The answer ' was, " Secure them, to 
" be sure."-~' But if tlle~ s~ould resist ?"-" You aau!;t taJ\,e 

" them at aoy rate; you aDd YOUNOU. aud people about the 
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H hotlse arc more than sunicient. to do that." The following 

d:lj' the man callie galloppillg <l1"ter tiS, pule and li'ig!ttcll ~" , 

and ready to siuk into the ground. llc hud sllOt the th ree 

dc.~ertcn ! IH' had bl'cn obllgnl to do it, as he said, in his own 
(kfl'Il C' t' , and for the protection of his f:.llnily, whom they in­

tClakd 10 murckr. "II' SOU ca n make that appt'Uf to have 
U be('11 the case," tbe General told him, " you arc justified 
" in what you IllIn.: dOIll' ; hut tlH~ fact is so extraordinary, 
H .lwt a very rigitl inquiry will be madc into it." It is wou~ 
(krful huw rapidly t.h <.~ lelJow's countenance hrightened up, 
011 il l';Hing there was some palliation in favor of' what he II<\u 
done. Jt. was l' vidl'llt he !(,!t lIt'ither remorse nor compunc­
tion in lton'jug tl l'~lro)'l'd t hn:c or bis 1i..:llnw-cl't'aturcs, but 
W., s. apprl'lI( ll si,·c (July of wlmt might have been the conse­

<}lIcnt:cs to himself'. 

The GCfwral immediately rode back to his house. He 
{iHlud the dl'ad hudic:; lying 011 the groulld, just where they 
had fallen, one at lhc distance of ten 01' twelve yards from the 
duor, the oilier two at forty or fifty. The fi rst had cviJclIlly 
bcen Sl lot throug!1 the urc<ist, but hoth the others through tlte 
back. J<'wm these c in:ulUstnnccs it was strongly conjectured 
that Van Uo ... and )Ii s SO ilS had waited at the door, with their 
loaded musquels, the appl'oarh of' these unfortunate men ; 
that. on the first being shol. the other two had attempted to 
make their cscaJ-lt.~; in doing which they afforded the Dutch­
men an opportunity of taking a cool and surc aim. The 

thmily, of course. told the same story as the master : Whnt 

then rcmainr.d to be dune? Desertioll IJad already b('gun, 

and thrc~tcnC' d to becomc vcry general. It was) therefore, 
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deemed ad"'jsabJc to let the matk'r rest; and 10 :-, ulHmOIl 

the troops ill the IIcig liuourhoorl to attend the fUlleral of the 
unfortunate men, whose fate might operate H5 a check to lt~ 

further progress. 

It would seem, by th(:' end which this sallie Van Roy W;'I~ 

doomed to make, that, as our imlHortal poet has {indy ('x· 
pressed it, 

" -Even-handed justice 
u 'Retums lh' i nf:Tl~,li" n! ,' of OUT poit.Oll't1 chalice 
41 To our own lips." 

He, in the subsequent wars between the boors Jlld Hollen ­
tots, was shot through the head in his own h01lsc : which 
was afterwards burnt to the ground; his property plun­
dered and destroyed, and his family reduced to cxtrt'IllC 

poverty. 

The sanguinary character of many of the African coloni~h 
may be owing, perhaps, in a certain degree, to the circlIm­
stance of their having been soldiers in Gf'rman rctTilllcn tl; . ~ 

l!Ierving abroad; where the least relaxation li'om a rigid S)'S-

tern of discipline is followed up by the greatest severity of 
punishment. The soldier, having sen'ed out the tillle of his 

engagement, which at most is five years, is at liberty to de­
mand his discharge. If 'he is able to read and write, how­
ever indifferently, he usually "finds employment, as school­
master, in .. boor's family; if not qualified for such a situa­
tion, he either engages as a sort of servant, or hires himself 
to some butcher of the town," "who sends him to tbe cltrcllli-
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tics of tbe colony to collect 511('('p and c<ltlic. (\I all these 
situations lie has the opportunity of making an intilllale ac­
quaintance with the hoors, which generally leads to his mar­
riage with one of their daughters. The pare:nts of the girl 
spare him a few sheep and cattle to comuwnce with, on con­
dition of their receiving half the produce as interest, until he 
c::m repay the capital; he looks out for a plllCC, as it i ~ caned, 
no matter where, whether within or without the limits of the 
colony, and b~liltl" for himsel f a hut: with his cattle are con­
signcd t 'J 111m, at the same time, and on the same t('fIlIS, as 
lie suppose's, a few little Ilottcntot cllildren to look after 
them; and on tllese little creatures, in the plenitude of his 
power, s ul~j ('c l to uo control, he cxe.rl'iscs Ih~ sallie sererity 
of punishlll(:nt tl13t his own irregularities had incurred when 
he was in the nlnks. 

l~rom the harbarous trcatment of the boors towards the 
Hottentots in t.heir service, of wllteh we had oursf'h'cs been wjt~ 
flcsses in so many instances, it would ha\Oc been an act of the 
greatest lnhumallity to attempt to force these poor cn'atures 
back again upon their old masters; yet a very serious diffi~ 
culty arose, how to dispose of them. Part of the troops, that 
compostd tb~ detachment under General Vandcleur, con­
sisted of the strength of the Hottentot corps, ot.herwise caHed 
the Cape regiment. This body of men had been partly 
formed under the Dutch gm,'ernment, and, in fact, were the 
only serviceable troops that opposed the Briti,h forces in the 
pass of l\{~ysenbcrg, where they acted with spirit, though un; 
fiupportcd. After the capitulation, General Sir James Craig 
found it et:pedient, for many reasons, to take them lnto the 

- VOL. 1. 3 F 
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British S<.'I'\"I('(', alld to increase their numbers. J fc CO\1-

sitlcrecl ill the first place, that, fl'Om tlJcir rooted alltipathy to 
the boors, they could always be employed as useful agents 
to quell any (listurbanccs tllilt might arise in the distant dis­
tricts. He saw, also, that lht'Y were eapahle of being 
formed iuto excellent sol{fiers. In short, after an experience 
of near two :years, the character he gU\'C them was that of an 
orderly, tractable, ann I"ithflll body of mell; ready on all 
occasions to obey the orders of their officers with ch(:crfuluf'ss 
and alacrity. And they have since shewn fhclllsch'cs highly 
desen·jug of the favorable testimony of Sir Jumcs Craig. 
During three JeRI'S' service in tl1c tlistant di::;Lric t of Gruaf 
Heynet, in the" course of which time they were required, by 
an unfortunate and unavoidable train of C\'e.llts, to act a~ainst 
their own countrymen and comrades, they nc\'cr shrunk from 
their duty, and, jf I recollect rightly, one single man ou]y 
deserted in the whole COl'ps. 

A Hottentot is capablc of strong attachments.,; with a 
readiness to 8cknowledgl", he pos!Scsscs tIle nlind to fed, tile 
torce of a benc\'olent action. I nc,'cr found lhat allY little 
oct of kindness or aUention was thrown away upon a Hot· 
ten tot ; but, on the contrary, I 'ha\'e frelillently. had occasion . . 
to remark the joy that sparkled on' his countenance, whenc\'cr 
an opportunity occurred to enable him to discba"ge bis debt 
of gratitude . . I give full credit 'to all that .Monsieur I.e 
Vaillant h ••• aid. with regard to the fidelity and attachment" 
lie experienced from tbis raee of ",en; of whom the na~ur.1 
character and disposition. ·seem tp approach IIcarer to those 
of the Hindlls than of any other nation. . 

2 
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'Ve had little douht that the greater number of the Hot­
tentot men, who were a~scmblcd at the bay, after rccei\1l1lg 
favorable accounts from their comrades of the treatment th~y 
experienced in the llritish service, would enter as volunl(,t'l's 
into this corps; but wilat was to he done witl. the old peoJll ~. 

the women and the children? Klaas StuHJ'lllan found no dif­
fi~lIlty in making a provision for them. u Hcslorc," says he, 
" the couutry of which Ollr fath<'fs lmt'e been despoiled by 
" the Dutch, and we hare nuthing more to ask ." ] CIl­

lleavourccl to convince hilll how Jittle a(hant<tgc they "'cn~ 

likely to (lcri\'c from tbe possession of a country. without 
allY othl~r properly, or the m{~am; of deriving a sub~jstencc 
li'OIn it: but he had the hetter of the HrgtJl1I(,II~. "'Vc lired 

" "cry contentedly," said Ii!', U befurc these DlJteh plun~ 

" derel's molested us; and why should we not do so again, 
" if left to ollrsclycs? Has lIot tile Groot Batll. (lhe Great 
u ~iaster) gi\'cn plcnty of grass-roots, and berries, and 
" grashoppcrs for ollr use; and. till the Dutch destroyed 
" them, uhundulIt'c of wild uuimals to llUnt? And will they 
H lIot return and mulliply when these destroycrs are gone?" 
" rc prc\"uilcd, hQwe\<-er, upon Klaas to deliver lip their arms, 
.mo, in the mean time, to follow the tmops until some aro. 

rnngement could be made for their future wei Hire. 

Proceeding on our march, along: the banks of the Sunday 
RiYcr, and alllolig the vast thickets that almost entirely 
covered this part of the country, \ve fell in witb a prodigious 
llumber of Kafters with""their cattle, belonging, as they told 
us, to a powelful chief named Congo. This man waa at the 
head of all the othe< emigrant chiefs who had fled li'om the 

SpQ 
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Kaffer country. eastward of the Great Fish River, on account 
of some enmity subsisting between them and their King 
Gaika, with whom I had, in vain, attempted, in company 
of the Landrost, to bring about a reconciliation two years 
b efore . As the positionl1e now occupied not only encroached 
Ycry much upon tile territorial rights of the colony, but was 

:tlso far within the line actually · inhabited by the Dutch 
boors, we deemed it expedient to endeavour to prevail upon 
him to mm'c towards the eastward; and for this purpoSf', we 
sent a me~sengcr to request that he wl)uld give us the meet­
ing. The answer brought back signified, that he did not core 
,to come alonC', and that he desired to know, if we had any 
ohjections to .receive him at the head of a certain number of 
his people. ' The messenger being told he 'might bring \llith 
him any number of his attendants not exceeding tliirt,Y, he 

shortly made hi:i appearance at the head of a party to that 
amount, each armed with a hassagay or spear. 

On being told bow necessary it was, for tlle sake of Pl'('· 
serving tr~uHluillity, that he should quit his present statiOlI 

among the boors, he replied with great fil'mness, that the 
ground he then stood upon was his OWIl by inheritance, for 
that his father had been cheated 'out of it by a Dutch Land­
rost of Graaf Reynef; t,hat, hqwcver, being desirous;<Jf re­
maining in friendship with' the English, he would remove 
eastward in the cou....,·of tbro,_. days ; but that it was impos. , 
.ible for him to cross tlie Great F;,h River, as' there was a . . ,. . ' . ~ , . 

deadly hatred, or .. as ho ,expressed ,it; there '''''' blood betw"" 
Gaika and himoilf ;:". and ' that ·(hik .. w.as then mo"" too . 

powerful for him. 
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The dccilil'd tune in which lie spokt', at the head of his 
small party, when surroulldld hy British troops; hi:; prcpos. 
scssillg C()Ulltenance, and tall muscular figure, could not rail 

to excite a strong interest in his faror. An open and manly 
deportment, frce from suspicion, fear, 01' embarrassment, 
seems to eharactcrize tlJC Kafier chids. Though extremely 
good~humourcd, bcnc\'oicnt, aJld ho~pitable, they are neither 
so pliant nor so pi..lssin~ as the Hottentot. The poorer sort 
are somrtimcs led to seck for service among the boors, ann 
engage thcmsel vc~ for so many mOUlls ill consideration of so 
many head of cattle ;' and they nc\'(' r suffer thelllseives to he 

duped out of their hire like the easy Hottentots. The con­
\"crsation with Congo ('Bocd hy recommending him to with­
draw his people and their .:attle frolll the banks of the SUIl­
day River, tu which he gave a kind of reluctant assent. 

The whole of the party that accompanied ihis chief were 
tall, upright, and well made men; affording a clear proof 
that animal food is by no means nt~cessary to promote the 
growth of the human species ; or to add stl'ength of fibre to 
the muscular parts of the body: on the contrary, reasoning 
from the gClleral make and stature of the Dutch boors. who 
gorge th(,lII sel"t~S with animal food floating in fat, from morn­
jug ti}1 night, one would he apt to concillde~ that so far from 
being necessary, it is not e ..... en condueire to strellgth of 
mU!!lcle; but that its only tendency is to produce a Jaxity of 

the fibres a lSlu(roish hahit of body, and extreme corl)ulency; ':::>::':1 • 

for the Dutdl boors, though of a monstrouS size, POS I)CSS 
neither strength nor activity. PC'rhaps, indeed, these two 
qualities may be considered as correlatives, and that the de. 
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1ct't of the ,former may be more owing to a W3Ut of the Inttl'r 

than to the Ilrtture of their food. Thos(", perhaps, who b:H'C 

been acclI.':ltolllcd to obserre the peasantry on the lIortlt-west 
coast of Ireland, a tull, strong, aud brawny mcc of men, 
suhsisting on hUller-milk and potatoes, will t.biuk it UIlI1t:t"{'S­

sary to produce the Kafiel's as instances of the ahovc remark; 
it may serve, however, to shew that diJfcr(>HCt~ of climate liaS 

no power to alter the gem'raJ principle, alld that the sanlt: 

cause produces the same t'ffcct ill the northern parts of .Euwpc 
and in the southem corner of Africa. 

Milk in.a curd leu st"te is the principal food of the KatTcrs. 
To lilis they sometimes add a few gramineolls roots, h(,fries 
of various kinds, the seeds of the Stl'elit::ia Rt'giwf, and the 
pith of a large palm to which botanists have given the nallle 
of Zamia. 1 observed also large tuberous roots, each the 
size of a man's head, of a spongy substance and an austere 
pungent taste, but I was not able to trace the plant of wllich 
they were the roots. They rarely kill any of their cattle UIl­

Je~s on particular occasions. They l)ossess no other (lolUcslic 
animals to yielri them food. In tile wbole Katier country 
there arc neither sheep n'or goats, pigs nor poultry. They cul­
thate no kind of grain nor vcgetabl('s 011 this side of t.he 
Great Fish Ri\'cr, and very little on the other sitlc; but the 

Katfer tribes, Inore to 'the westlfanl, Bre ,'cry considerable 
borticultuf.i!:tS. The commissioners, sent out by the British 
government in the year 1S01, to el:ldcavonr to procure a sup­
ply of draught oxen, found extensive fields of a species of 
Holeu. near the city Leetakoo, the eapitaI.of a tribe of, Kaf· 
feTS calle,l the Raoshoof11JEls. situate at the di.d.anc~ of sixteen 
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days' j ourney beyond the Orange Ri ver, in the di rcC'tioll of 
north-cast hom the Cupe. 

T he tribe of Congo i1ppcarcd to oc vcry prolific; children, 
in swarms, i s~ n cd from the thi t'kcts; and slI t'h as were u,:dcr 
the age 'of eight or nine yeaN were pcrl<:ctly naked ; they ex­

l,i bilcd no appearances of bc jn~ scantily fcd, but, a ll the 
(:ontl'ary, were plump alHl healthful. 

Just the reverse was the condition of t.heir (l og:s . These 

an imals were the most lea n a nd misera ble looking creatu res 
] ever heheld, and their numbers sccmc,1 li ttle inferior to 
those of the children. It is a fortunate Ci rCl1lHst ancc for the 
l\:aficrs, and equally so for the colonists, who arc no less 
foud of cl ogs tlmn the ti.muer. that, notwithstanding the heat: 
of the climate, tl lc canine madness, with its concomitant and 
remarkable sy mptom the hydrophobia or dread of water, is 

totally unknown. Qne of the gl'calr.st nuisan ces in Cape 
'1'0\\, 11 is the number of <logs that prowl about the streets 

(acK nowledging no mastcr) particularly by nigllt, wilen they 
(lui t their dens and lurking places, ill q ues t of the oOids of 

butchers' shops. In this respect, howe'ver, they are uf' usc, 
f,)r ·the lazy Du tchman cOllce i\'('s he IJas done his part lIy 
,~asting them out of the slaughter-house into the strcct. 
Be fore thc English brought in a ga rrisou of five tlJOlIS2nd 
UlCll, the head, the heart., the li\'cr, &c. were all included 
among the offals; bu t an increase in the consumption having 
caused an increase in the price of butchers' Illeat, these parts 
cJf the nnimal ha\'e, of latc, been sold as well as t.he CarCR!lC; 

a lld the dogs have consequently less to clear away. Not 
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many y<.'ars ago the wo)\'CS and hyenas descended from their 

dells in the Table :Mount8'io, and disputed the spoil with the 

dogs: and Cl'cn now they s~ometimes advance ncar enough to 
be scented hy the dogs, ' · ·whe~ the town resounds '''ith tbe 
hideous howlings of the latter the whole night long. 

The circumstance of Southern Africa being free from the 
cnnine madness, and also from the small pox, would lead onc 
to conclude that neither the one nor tIle other of 1iH'SC dis­
eases wa~ of spontaneous o:rigin: uut that actual hiting in 
the one cast', and actual contact in the other, were necessary 
for their production. 'Vhalcver may have been the cause 
that first created those diseases, it ~hould seem such calise 
has not yet existed here, or that the dimate is lllllu\'orable . 
for its operation. Twice since the foundation of the colony 
the small pox has been brought into it, and hoth times has 
committed dreadful havoek among the settlers. That such 
will al"\\;.ays be the fa1.aI effects, may readily be imagined, 
among 110 gross a people, unprepared for the reception of the 
disease, and ignorant how ·to treat it; but it is not 50 easy 
to conceive in what manner they got rid of it. J believe it is 
uow forty years since the· ·last time it made its appearance. 
All the old Kafi'ers, l observed, were strongly l)Jarked with 
it; the disease, as I obser\'ec1 in the second . ~hapter, was 
brought among tbem bf'a shipth.! was stranded on tbeir 
coast; but I shoultl-. conclude it lias visited them,ince the 
time it was I .... tbrought into Cal";Toivn, as the~bief Congo, 
'lVbo could mit; :ivhen, we saw hi.ll!. be "!?ofe thirtYJ'e., .. of 
"ge. was marked ' witb ti,e smali'pos . . It is rather sil%ulat 
that a dist8Be,wbidl iSsul'poscd 10 have originated. in t'l.e 
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llorlhcrn parts of lhi:; continent, and from tllenee 11isscmi­
natcu into every corner of the world, should ncitllr r be ell­

demic in the southern extremity of the same r.ontinclll, hOI" 

its contagious cficcls, when carried thither, of permanent 
duration. 

I am aware that some mouern anthor.I) have traced the 
origin of the small pox to Arabia, where it was r.nmmon at 
the time of the Hight Irom Mecca; hut I thillk Dr. Mead'. 
opi nion more probable, that, at a much (~arJicr period, it pre­
,-ai led, along with the plagur, in Ethiopia and other inlaid 
countries of Northt·J'Il Africa. For had n disease of so con­
tagious a nature been endemic ill Arabia, in the beginning 
of the seventh ccnfm)" when the inhabi t;] nts of that country 
\rere the carril'rs of the eastern, and the conCluerors of the 
western world, its hallcfuJ effccts would ~OOller bayc been 
experienced ill forei gn nations. 'fhat the SaraCC115 ani 
Arabians were the IBeans of uisprrsing it through the world, 
thcre ('an be littl e dOllht. The Chinese, arcording to thcir 
own DllIHlIs, had it from liH! latter in the tenth cefltury; and 
as D octor lVlend has ollscn'cd, in the br:gillning of the t\\-clft.h 
century, it gained vast ground by means oCtile wars waged hy 
a confederacy of the Christian powers agaiust the SnTaccns 
for the recovery of the HoJy Land: "This beillg:~. says the 
Doctor, .. u the only visible rccornpcllce of their religious cx­
"peditio"ns1 ),vl.lich they brought back to their respect i\'(.' conn­
"tries." 'flie Ethiopians being a race of pr:oplc allllof;. t un­

known, .1nd shut out from all commerce with the rest of the 
worlcl /;"will account for itti long confinement to its native 

soil. 
VOL. I. 
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That canine madness is not owing to heat of climate, as 'l'e 
are apt to suppose in England, may be inferred from its non­
existence in Egypt, in the islands of the East and the 'VC!\t 
Indies, and other tropical situations, as well as at tIle Cape 

of Good Hope. 

From the banks of the Sunday River to bead-quarters in 
Bruyntjes HOOgle, little occurred that was worth), of notice. 
The observation I formerly mad~ that men amI other ~nill1als 
in Southern Africa appl':'I1' to increase "in tIH.' ir bulk, In propor­
tion to tIle elevation of the country of which they arc inha­
hitants, was forcibly exclIoIplificc.l in our journey 'i'om the 
Zuurc Veldt to llruyotjes Hoogte. 011 the plaing of the fonner, 
stretching along the sca"coast, sCJdOIll subject to Jong drought,. 
and well covered with grass, the cattle arc gcncrdlly lean and 
of a diminutive size, and sheep can scarcely exist. On the 
heights of the latter, where half the surface of the ground is 
Ilaked, and the grass found ouly here and there in tnfts, they 
have the finest axeD, without exception, in the whole colony, 
and sllcep equal to those of the snowy moulliain~. Nor are 
these heights less favourable to the growth of the hunlnn 
species. There is scarcely a family in which some part of it 
has not arrived to a very unusual size. But of all the mon­
strous beings J ever beheld, in the shape of a human creature, 
was a wO,man of the name of Vcm' VOlWe11 ~ So vast was her ,. 
bulk that, :oIthollgh in perfect health, free from r"eumatic or 

. ,~ . 

other local complaints, aAd IInder forty yearsoUige, she had 
not been able to walk f.,.. the last .twel ... years·Ofho, life; nor, 
what was still more exlraordinal'}', to raise hersclLIo a~tittWg 
posture upon the bed without the belp of a stick. tied by the 
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middle witb a string, and suspended from the rouf. 1 r er Brill, 

above the elbow, mca~lJI'cd '23 Dutch inchc~, 01 2:;; ElICl·li~lt. 
" 

in circn.mfcrcllce. Y ct, in this helpless and deplorable situa-
tion, l\fadcmoiselle, for "h(' was an 1III1Hllrri\!d lady, cOll!ri vl'd 

to fulfil the end of her creatioll, by brillgill~ i1Jlo 1hc worltl :\ 

fine healthy child, the fi,th cr of whieh was snid, bllt whet.her 
hy way of joke I canoot pretend to say, to 1)(: all. J::nglbl' 
ofiicer. The fate, however, of this cxtraordinar.y person, as 
I have since been infurmed, W(j5 attclHkd with H'l)' lllt'lan­
choly circumstances. In the suhsequent wars hetwcl'1I the 
boors and the Hotten lots, thf~ hOllse ill wllicb she li vc(l l\":I~ 

attacked and set on fire. All tI le rc~t of the fam ily etl(~tlcd 
their escape, except this uuiortunate creal un;, whom tllCY 
foulHl it impoffih1c, OJ} account of bel' size, (0 get through 
the door, and were therefore under the II rc('ss ily of leaY ing to 

perish in the flames. 

llaving ('olkctetI the fOf('C5 that had Lecn st.ationed along 
the h'lllks of the Great f ish Hiver, we ~ct out upon our return 
to .I\lgoa Bay. On approaching the Sunday Hi\'('r, and per .. 
cci"illg thal tbe Kaffers hafl made 110 preparations lor ucpal't­

'ing, it was thought advisable to rellt~w the llIessage to their 
chief Congo. In the meau time the troops and the waggolls 
proceeded ou their march. After wailing some time, the mes .. 
senger relurned 'Without being able to speak to the chief. 
'Vlmtc\'cr reluctance Congo had discovered to quit the station 
he had taken up among the colonists, it ne\'er entr\'cd into 
our calcl;t1ations tbat he would be rash and imprudellt enough 
t:l) continence an attack against a large body of fegular troqps. 

·Such, however, was the step he chose to take, at the insti-
5 u ~ 
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gation, as we afterwards found, of some of the rehf"1 bOOTS~ 

who had fiet.! amongst his people, in preference of appearing 
befure the General ill llruyntjes Hoogle. Just as we came 
up with the main body a sudden alarm was ra_sed in the rear. 
A Il ottcnlot driver of one of the ,'vaggons was killed by a 
hassagai that had becn thrown at hiln by some per:;on posted 
jn ambush. K a tfcrs began to appear in great numbers on all 

the heights, collecting, apparently, with a view to attack us ; 
and several lv.ere observed dose upon us lurking ill the buslJes. 
Being at tbis awkward junr.t,nrc in a narrow tlefil(~, choaked 
almost with brushwood, and surrounded with Kaffcrs. we 
found it IIccessary to discharge two or three rounds of grape 
(rom two field-pieces, in order to clear the thickets. 

The situation of the ('onntry became more and more cm­
barrassing. It was a point that required some management 
to prevent a junction between the. Kaffer~, urgcd hy thc rebel 
boors to this act of aggression, and tbe dissatisfi ed H.ottentots, 
that were m'cry where flying from the pcrsecutions of their 
masters. To get the laUer down to' the plains ncar Algoa 
Bay, as speedily as possihle, was the most advisable rucasll :"e: 

accordingly, accoropanicq by a few dragodris, I took charge 
of the Hottentots and their. cattle, and we pursued our j our­
Dey to the soqthward; whiltit the Genl'raJ marcl\cd back illto 
ti,e Zuure Veldt, in order to pick up a party of infantry that 
had been stationed there, with a view of cu tling off a retreat 
of the boors into the K.ffer country. . 

Whether it bappened that, in paasiog through the w'1Ods, we 
had picked up lOme 'of the cattle belonging to the Kaffen, Ot 
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that they hall a design upon those of the H(ltt.cntot~ that \r('n: 
driven hefore U~, is not certaill; but Oil our arri; al , towards 

t.he c"cllillg, at Zwart Kop-'s Iti\'cr, a number of tl u.! Kalkrs 
wt~rc ohservC'c11urking among the thickets. About the middle 

of the uight, the ccntincl, which we had placed by way of pre'. 
caution, gave the alarm of an encmy. IJ pon this a serjeant 
o/" dragoons ouscrrillg sorncliling morc in the llark , rusllcd 
in to the bushes, and, /iring his pistol, b1'CJught a mall to the 

grouliJ. It was a young well-looking KatieI' about six kct 

lligh. Il (' made g l'ea t cllorts to remain all his fee L, but w('ak­
cnr tl h y loss of blood, he was suon unable to st.and without 
supporl. On examining bis wound, we found the hall bad ell­
tered just below the shonltler blade, and passed through the 

n~ht hreast. 'Vitll some difTiculty we COlltri\'cd to 5tOP tile 
JlC nwrriIag£' , and to hind up the wound, after washing it well 
with milk and water. l<'rom tile distortions of countenance, 
and lllC large drops of sweat that ran over hi~ iJorly, it. was 

ycry evident that he suffered a violent degree of pain; hut h~ 
lleithl'f ycntcd a sigh nor a groan, nor could he bc prc\'aikd 
upon to open his lips, although spokell to in his own language 
by a Hottentot interpreter. "Ve caused him to he carried 
into a clean straw hut, and milk in a curdled state to he 

brought to him, but he refused it. At an cady hour in the 
morning I went to the hut to inquire after the pa.tient 's health, 
but he was g<>ne. The l..'ojTl'oy, or infidel, at the poillt of drath, 
thought it safer to crawl into the woods, than to rem'lin in 

the hands of Christians. 

From Zwart K,?p·s nivcr we proceeded to a pJa iu tilat is COll­

tiguous to Algoa 'Ba.v, where, to our great as tolli:;hment, we 
found , the whole (If the b(I(lts and their 1i.unilics assembled,. 

1 
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' rho had heclI piuuJereu by the Hottentots. with their cattle 
~lIld ,raggoD!' ~lU rl the remains of their property, waiting our ar .. 

ri\'a l ; in order, <IS they said, to cJaim protection againft the 

IJcatheJJ .'t. 1 t W<lS a pail !fuJ situ3tion to be thlls placed be .. 

lWCt' lI two pa r li e~ , each claiming protectioll~ and each vowing 

ycngcancc <lg<linst tlJC other, without possessing the means of 
l et'ping them :1 !,) llIHlcr. ~ly whole strength consisted in about 
i l (IUlell dragoons ; the Hottentots, great alld 5mull, amount('d 
tt) upwards of five hUlH.lred ; and the boors, with thei r filmilics, 
toallO tltonc hundred and fi fty. l;'ortunatel)' the RattlesJ1;)kc wa~ 

stiH in the bay, and I ohtained Ii'om Ca ptain Gooch twenty 
Hfmcd seamen ; and, the more c:fi(.'ctualJ.v to keep the cOllteud~ 
ing parties in onlcr, 1 caused a swivel gun tu be mounted on 
a post immediately hetweell the boors and the 110ttt l1· 
tots. 

In tllis state, atter many days of anxiety, in which none 
passed without quar.rels and bickcl'ings between the buors and 
Hottentots, I rccr.ivcd a letter from General Vandc1eur, ~tating, 

that the Kaffcr •• instigated by the rebel boors, had been led 
to the hold measure of attac}>. iug his ca.mp ncar 13o~jesman':i 
Rh-er, for the sake, as he supposed, of obtaining Q ~upp)y of 
gunpowder; that the latter had kept ,up a pretty brisk fire 
from behind the bushes, but that the KaHers, filH.ljug it useless 
to oppose their long missile weapons agaInst mli·s~uetr~, I'e· 
tired for a momeut but soon appeared .again, rushing forward 
upon the open ploin. \rith the iron part only of the IIas­
-sagai in their hands. That, hO\veVer, after ~ver8·1 rounds , , 
of grape from the field-pieces. and the fire of the infantry, 
by which numbers w",rekilled, tbey, rtireated into the 
thickets. . . 
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These people soon perceived of how much ~rcaler ad\'ant-

3g(~ was a short wCQPon to a llJllscuiar arm, Ihan d IOIlp; mi')siic 
spear, whose slow motion through the air makes it c<.Isi l\, to 

be an)itied. Tile hlade of the !loman ~word, whir.1I once ~:on­
qU{'I'eu the world. was only about fifteen inches long, and 
silch a sword· would, perhaps, at this awful moment. be well 
~uitcd for the nervous arm and the bold und im'iudlJlc spirit 
of a Briton. 

The $amc 1rttcr gave nn accollnt of an unfortunate aff:dr 
that happened to I .icutrnan t <..:humney and twenty meu uf the 
81s1 regiment. ThisofTiccr had been detached towards Illc s(.'a­
coast, and wus returning to the camp at I~o~csman's niver, 
when his party was surprizcd among: tile thickets by a large 
parI y of KafT'ers, who attacked theIll halld to hand with the 
jrou purt of tllCH' ] lassagnis, tll(~ wooden shafl being previ­
ously broken utl'. This young officl~ 1' {Icfc lldcd himself bravc!y 
till !o.ix lecn of his party were killNI. The rcmaining fouf, with 
a Dutch boor, got into a wnggoH that accompanied the {Jc~ 
tachrucnt, and arriycd ~a fc at the earnp. Poor Chumney was 
on hOT!:icback, and when the waggon set out had three Has· 
sagais stickj"ng.in his body. J.·jouillg himself morta lly wounded, 

am1 perccivjng that the whole. aim of the enemy was ,lirected 

towards him, he made a sign to the wnggol1 to drive off; and 
turning his hor'5e, he set off in a contrary direc.t.ion, pUl'sued 
by the whole body of KaOers; affording thus an oppurttillilY 

fOT the small remains of his party to save their ii\'es by flight. 

']n this situation of aH~lir~ the-rebel boors, associated with· 
the Raffer., contrived to circulate a report among the lIot-
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tC'ntob at Algoa DilY, that it was the intention of the Eng-
1ish to put thelll on board ship, and to scud them to the Cape. 
Such an jell-a created 110 small degree of alarm among these 
poor creatures; ami I obscn'cu 011 the following morning, 
tllnt n great Humher had titolen away in the night; and, as 
we aftenvards found, had joined the Kaffcrs. This malicious 
aud ill-judged conduct of the boors was the cause of all the 
subsequent mistortunes that betel thCl11sches and their COlln­
trymen, and ultimately brought on their own destruction. 
1·'01' it 110t only defeated our intention of carrying into effect 
such arrangPl1Icnts as were likely to have reconciled tIle two 
parties to each other; hut it was, likewise, the means of 
bringing together an united force of Kaflel's and IJottenlots, 
whose first step was to drive all the boors out of their society, 
to plunder them of the rest of their cattle, set fire to their 
houses, and put sc\'eral of them to death. Having cleared 
the whole of the lower part of Graaf Rcynd, theyad,'allced 
into the district of Zwcl1cndam. Their whole hatred was 
levelled against the boors. English dragoons, travelling 
alone with dispatches, have frequently been met by large 
parties of these plunderels, and suffered to pass without 
llll\lestation. E,'cn a house, which they discovered at PJet~ 
tenberg's nay to belong to au Eoglish gentleman, they lcft 
undisturbed, whilst all the rest that feB in their way were 
burnt to the ground. 

The same honse, howe\'er, was afterwards plundc,red by a 
parly of boors who had been collected by the magislrales of 
Zwcllendam to clear ' the district of the Kaffers and Hotten •. 
lots. These unprincipled men, eilher out of revenge, or from 

.. 
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an irrC'!'.i stillle impulse to llIi sdlid: hroke open tilt''! how",. 

carrif'd away dotbing: alld en'l} tbing that was IHlrtahk, 

Il r.tnk all the wine lind ,o; pirits tll!'j' ('011111 liml, <lud lII<l.dc 
til( 'm~t'h' ( : s l.:omplt:tcly inloxic;l1cd . Ydll l(' vn)' mell who 

cOlllmitted those l'lwrmit i<'s \\'('rc'~ at that moment, under thl~ 

impression that thtir (h"art'st ( 'olllwctio!ls {if it W(,I'I.: possible 

~'ny thing could he ocar to !' Ilch Int'n), tlle;1' win's, and ('hil~ 

drcn, were massacred by the. {'nemy. into whose hauds they 

knew tLcm to have fidll'lI. They had UCCII TIIet, it seems, 

a few days bctorc, ill a narrow pass hy a part.y of Kuffers 

and Hottent.ots, and, as ustial. 011 pcrcci\'ing thc cllnny. 

mounted their hor~('s auu galloped away a s fa st as they (~ould, 

leaving thei r wives and chiIJn.'1l and \rag~oll!; in the posses­
sioll of the robbcrs. 

No outrage )lOt' injury werc offered to the prisoners, bl1t~ 

( JI) thc cuntrary, as on all similar occasions, they were treaW(l 

with resprct. They cyen dispatchcd a H ottentot aner the 

fugitive boors 10 say, lhat if they chose to ransolll thcir wh'cs 
<111<1 chi ldren for a small 'Iuantity of powder and Icad, and a 
dm:cn b('ad of caule, th<'y should instantly bc dclin:'fcd lip. 
1t is naturallo suppose that, under such c ircums1atlCl'S, the 
tics of kindred affection would have superseded nil cOll~idera· 

,ions of prudence, and havc stifll~J re,SC Utl:n cllt; and lhat a 

proposal, which held out sHch casy terms for the rccorcry 

of their wives and childrrll, would ha,\'c bel'lI s('i7.~cl with 
aviuity. ' This, howe\'cr, was not the enlOe. An A{i'iean boor 

has no such teeiing" ; his pa5~ions, uncontrolled by the 

powers of reason or reflection, nre always PI'l'dOlllinullt. One 

;)f the party, recognis illg the Hottentot, thos scnt to them, 

\ ' OL. J. 
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to ha\'c C)J1CC' IwclI in his sen'icc, and fccolle(:l ing he was now 

slulIliing hdiwc 1 h('11\ in the shape of all enemy, and ddi.'IH'C­

less, fired at OI1(:C with wge and H'\'C'llge, snatclied up his ' 

musqlll't in his hand, amI shot him dead UPOII the spot. JII­
teJ/igcllcc of tllis atrocious act was speedily cOllveyed, by the 
(:ollJpanioll of the deceased, to the Katrers and Huth'ntots ; 

and it was reported, and believed. that they liaJ il'i conse­

quence put <Ill the women anu rhildren to deatll . And uu­

del' tili s illlpressioll, as I IUl\'c just (lhsl'I'I'l'd, the liusbands 
and fatilC'rs of these womt:1J and cllildren brok~ 0PCIl l\h. 
Callender's house, ancl were dancing, in a state of illtoxica­
tiou, upon th(~ greell. " The prisollers, IlOwcvcr, were gireu 

lip, notwithstanding the murder of the IHl'ssl'ngC'J"; fix thc.v 
dj~Jaincd, as they told them, to takt.\ u\\"ay the h\'f's of the 

innocent; unt {hat they should soon filld au o~portunity of 
avenging the dt~ath of tiJeir countryman UPOTI their hll!;bands9 

together wilh the Illany injuries and opprc~siolls under which 
they had so long uecn laburing. 

It is painful to dwell on sul~jects that disgrace human na­
ture, but as the atrocitie,~ of the African coloni:-.ts ha\'c 

I1itherl0 escaped the punishment of tbe Jaw, all tlmt can be 

done is to cxposc them to tllc horror and det~tation of man­
kind. The following act stated orlicially to governlD<'ut by 
Mr. Vander Kemp, a missionar.v in Gl'aaf Reynt't, is eno.ugh 
to make one silU(lder at . the name of a Cape boor. This 

• 
zealous and intelligent man, on finding the 'Kaffers were not 
disposed to profit by his instructions, established . himsclf 
undtr the sanction of go\'crnmcJlt near the Sunday River. 
in order to trv bis success with the more tractable Hottentot .. 
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His litlle rillage soun Iwc:nllc :111 as.~ Itlill {ill' the jl()or fug-i~ 

th'cs, who, afkr l IH'II' !"ki nnishcs with th~ hours, bad n)l)~ 

CC'lIll'd lh {'m scln'~ ' ;nllon ~ ttll : r()d~~ and thic..:kcts. 'l'ht'v now . " 

fJt.d to 1\lr. Ymaln Kl' lI1P as to a place of s(,(:lIl'il ),. and tu 

olle on WllOtn, Iw il1 g. as lil<'y ('olls idcI'C 'd him to hl'7 ill lilt , 

S(' ITit:e of the liriti . ..,!J gm'{' I'IlIlH'lJt. they cou ld place 1I1l~ 

hOUl1(kd <':01l1lll;,' I1I:('. AlUong oUu:rs, onc poor fellow with 

lli:-; wite alld ehiltl, ill his way to thc n'isllllll, called at n. 
hoor's house ill l .. aI:g{l 1,11101' Dr the llaBle of V~IIJ Hoy, a rc~ 
lalion of the mall who !- hot Ihe tllree dl'serter~~ to ask filr a 

Jillie Illilk fur llis wile and child, who Wt' l'l' nearly e xll<lust( ,cl 

wilh hunger. 'J'lIe uuft.'clillf,! IIHlII<;tl~ r seized the man, and 

hringing a loaded JnIlSfttlCt, ordered a Hottentot in his scr~ 
vice to shoal liilll: Illc J lotlc lltut oh!>tiuah:ly persisting to 

rcfuse, the exaspl~ I':lI l'd boor snalcilcu the gUll mul shot II is 
own servant dead upon the spot, and then cau~('(l the other 
Hottentot with his wile and ciJild to be murdered! Jt~ 

ohsen'cs 1\Ir. Vander Kemp, atmciolls deeds like these arc 
to pass with impun ity, the unrurtullalc Ifutlcnt.ols7 Clut kllOW~ 
ing whom to trust, will be dri\'cn to desperation, and a gene~ 
ral insurrection wiH be the consequence. 

It is,. indeed, muth less surprising that lilis nation should, 
at length, be roused to a spirit of ven'gcance, tban t!Jat it 
should so long and so patiently have endured every species of 
Injury. As pretended frienns, and masters, the boors ilare 
alwa.ys treated them with injustice and oppression: as ene­

mies, with barbarous inhumanity. In their expeJitions 
~gainst the Bo5jcsmans, of which I have spoken at large in 

.a former charter, their chief aim is to wuruer the IIICIl, and 
SH~ 
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make tIle c1lildn'o l)larcs. I cannot COII\' t'y a Letter idea ill 

what lIIanllcr tlleY have been 3('cuslolucd to couJuct their 
hostile e<jtc(litiolls against the Kafi(' rs, tllan by inserting a 
few mticlcs of the instructions, proposrti hy the Landrost of 
one of the districts, to be given to the cOllllllandant. 

" Article 1sl. No IIl1nccc~sary cruelty to be excrciscJ 011 

" the pl'isoll(.'("s, on pain of {'xclIIplary punishmellt. 

" Article 2d. 'fhe women and c11ildrcn, ami f."'I'ccinl(I' 
" those of the Kaficrs, that may happen to fall ill to tile hands 
U of the C'}mmando, arc noL to be mal-treated, nor the child­
" fen taken away; , but, on the contrary, to Le safely rc­
" turned by a proper person to their rcspecti,"c families, 
" after the late example shewn b.y tlte .Kaflera at Plcltenbcrg's 
"Bay." (This alludes to the circumstances I have already 
related.) 

" Article Sd. On the conquest of any kmal (village) the 
" huts are not to be set on fire, as usual; as there is e\'cf.Y 
" reason for supposing that, to this practice alone, the 
" burning and plunderlllg of our farm~houses are to' be 
" ascribed . 

.. Article 4th. TIlt) dead ca,·ca .. ' of tlu tn<my 8r< not to be 
" violatcd, a. bas usually been tbe pmclic~ of tbe evil-dis­
.. pooed part of the Commandos, by cutting them witk kAjV~, 
" laaAmg them zvitJ& waggon' -whip., and " kacki'llg them witk 
" .tontS; as such conduct tends only to exasperate the enemy, 
u and induces them to commit ~u,der. 

2 
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" Article 5th. It is nnl, pCrlHlps, ad\'i!Sauk (i ;r tlw h()or~, 
" in thl' fi'· ... ' illslmu'c, \0 take away the cattlc of tllv I~a{rt'rs; 

" bt'cuusf', hy doillg this, tile ('Helll), will always be templed 
h to llO\'cr round t he CUlfllJlflm/o ill ol'der to wat.ch a ra\'ol'­

" able opportullity to retake them; hesides, to g ilaI'd a ('011-
"sitll'rablc number of ('<.iLllc, hy requiring mallY me-n, 
" w('ak-ens the Commmll/o; they ought thcrc:ftJrc to confine 

II their opcl'atiolls t.o the pursuit of the ('W' IIIY, <wei to f'xpcl 

" them the Coulltr.r, by wili('h lite rdwlt: (!f' Iheir ca'th~ will, (if 
" (:OllJ'$C, }rlll illlo lite halfds of tlte bOU1'S." 

This curiolls production C'ollcludcs hy ohscn'ing that, 
II although all the abo\'e points ha\'c been rcpc:lLcdly urged 
" to the Commandants, it will avail nothing ullless Lhey be 
" enforced by the govcrnment." He might have added, 
that, removed as t.hey were out of the reach and inspeclion 

of governmcnt, no recommendatioll nor urders wonld be at­
tendcd to by men who were so completely under the do­

minion of their brutal passions. I should not ha\tc ventured 
to gi,'c the fourth article of tllcse extraordinary instructions 
as authentic, had it not appeaJ'ed before me as an official 
docuUlcnt. The British government was much too mild and 
moderate for a ~et of In(~n of 50 odious a character a~ their 
own countryman has here described them, in the articles of 
llis instructions. Such men will never . become ci\,jlizt'd until 
they are "ruled with a rod of irun." The 1II0st lenient 
measures, replete with every indulgence, have been tried 
without success. Not one sentiment of gratitude ever escaped 
them for a full pardon of aU their offences, an.d the rcmis!lion 
of a large Jebt; on the contrary, rebellion raised its hend ill 
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the sallie momcnt that iIHlulgcllcc was exl<'n{kd. SO C (l ~\ ~ 

sciol1s, indced, arc tllt'Y of tht'ir wiek(~dncss. that, wh('ne \"l' l' 

tlwy escape punishmcnt, tht,,)' condudl' t lmt the gn\'e r nlJ)t~HI. 

IH) lonp;er pOS~l' SSt 'S the pow('r of inflicling it, w:d that il 
"'pim's them ollly becanse it is convenient to let tlll'lll alone. 
Yet to what a wretched etlilliilitlil mlgllt they he reduced , 

by forbicldi,lIg them ull access to the Cape, und dCJlri\'ill~ 

them of gunpowder. 

lIowever' desil'able it mi~ht have heen 10 ajJjJrd H'lld and 
punish the rebds, who had instig'ltcd tIle Kalli.'rs t.o act.o; of 

JlOstility against the Bl'itish troops, yet it was hy no )BeallS 

advis<lbJc, in order to obtain that point, to wage .<111 unc<]lIal 

contest "lit.h savages ill tllC I1mlst oj' impellC'trable tllickl'ts, 
,""hose destruction would have added little lustre to the Bri­

tish arms, and been advantageous unly to the \'cry people 
who had urged them on. General V ;,lOdelctlf, therefore, \'cry 

.prudently withdrew his forces, and mardJed tlll'm down tu 
Algoa Bay, where part of them were elllbarked Oh hoard the , 
Rattlesnake, and the rest iutended to proceed to the Cape by 
easy marches. Subsequent events, however, dcluJcd their 

de.parture, and rendered the presence of troops necessary at 
Algoa Bay until the evacuation of the colony. 

Having delivered over the remaining Hottentots, on the 
return of tbe Gene ... "I, ' and finding I .could be of no further 
use, I set out for the Cape, wiJtr,f'., after 'a journey of six­
teen days, performed with two b~rsc., 1 arrived ~ tbe 8th 
of JUDe. 
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l .. ittlc occurred on the Ilolllcwaru journey that WiiS worthy 
of oh~cn· alioIl, unkss it was the "isihlc dlange that had taken 
place ill the heha\'jour of tiLr- people of Zwellcndam. '''I,ile 
the boors of Graaf Ucyuet were still in arms, the iniJaoitallts 

of IJ.i .'i lJ<'ighbouring clistrict appeared to be wa\'ering, but on 

hearing: of tlwir complete reduction. they now prct('uu(!d to 
c:olldcOlIl tlwir conduct. \Vhalercr the real sentiments of the 

('olollists wight he with regard to tllC 13ritish government, 
this \\ a~ !lot their last att{'mpt to C!fl~ct their urariciuos de· 
signs 01} th(' C<lulc of the K:.tflt:I'i:, hy commellcing hostilities 

;;\g:aim;t the lIlagistrates and the small fi.m'e Icft iii Graaf 
lkJIlt't f\JI' 1.1u::ir protection. But th~sc (Jisturbanccs were 
mcrd'y lllc.al, and had plunder ollly for their ol~iecL All the 
other e1i-Miets n:ttmined quiet; <.Iud long bc'~)rc thc intelli­
gCHt'C of a gc..'Jwntl ,W;tCC had reached this country, the 
people were t>O much recollciled to the British govcru­
mellt, a!; lleither to t.'xpcct Hur wish for a return of their 
OWII, 

In fact there is no natural lie between tl~e Cape and ,the­
United l)rO\'inccs, The greater part of the colonists, being 
the descendants of soldiers ill German r('gimcllts, compbsed 
of Prussians, Hanoverians, Flemings, &lnd Poles, and of l"rench 
refugees who took !->helter here aftcr the revocation of the 
edict of Nallb:, hal'c neither knowledge ot~ nor fitlnily con­
nections in, the slates of the Bataviau repuhlic;. nor have 
they nny distinct idea of Vaderlalld, a word, however, that is 
conslantly in tbeir mouth.. All they know is, tbat tbe Cape 
beJpnged to a compauy of merchants·; that this company was 



TRAVELS IN 

their so\,crf'iO'I'I: and t.lwl they uscd to sec a flno> witll tilrf'c 
~ ~ 

hroad Lwrixoll till stl';PCN, red, white, ann bluti, flying upon tile 
castle, instead of the ~'pillllekop, or spider legs, as tll{~'y call(,d 
th£' British (,1I~igli. A few ,Yt'ars more would therdtll'c, i~ all 

prohabililY, ha\'e l't'lldC'fcd tilem, or the gn'atcr p<trt of thf':lll, 
, '('ry indifl"-'fcnl as to the g(}\'crnm,cnt under which they were 

to remain. 

Some littJe rejoicing might, howe\'er, naturally he supposed 
to take place 011 8~eillg once agaiu the ~arnc fl<~g h()j~t('d 011 

the castle walls, whidl they had "IWllJS hecn accustomed tf) 

look at; and they would have shewll tbemseln.'s a H:-ry 
worthless and despicable people not to have testiiied their 
feelings of joy on such an occasion. These r~joicings, how~ 
c\'er, were neither general nor tumultuous, nor of long dura~ 
tiOI); they were rhiefly confined ' wit1Jin the castle walls, 
The recollection of the miserable condition of the colony at 
the capture, and thl!,general prosperity. that had rapidly .uc­
ceeded it~ seemed fo,rcibly to ha:ve operated 'at this moment. 
FroOl n state of. pO\'crty, and almost ,general hankruptcy, 
they were no,'v grown i.ndi':idually rich. Instead of ncar half 
a million sterling, that for the last sev,cn . years l~ad . anuually 
been expended in the colony by the army, the navy, and 
English settlers, they nolY began to consider tbat half of this 
sum might annually ,be take!) .. out of their P"1'kets for the 
maintenance' of their (u(ure, gar~son . Little ~re, indeed, 
was taken to conc~al th':isucl>.'l'0u[d probably be the eveDt, 
under tbe 'present , e~hau.ted ' .tale of the finance. of the 
Bata~ian gO\'ernmeot, ·' 
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Thry saw likewise tilat tilli se ttlement, though il'Hnillally 
restored tn the Hata\'iun rcplIlJlic. WilS actually to Iwcomc a 
colony of I,'ranee. or t his tllcy had many conrincing proufs. 
The. comlllandant of the tl'OOP5 was a }'rcllchllltlU of Sl\'i~s 
cxlrnction, a nu hal f of the o1ficers were Frcneh. Ayalin: 
of the Cape', who Imd lteld an employ of considcmhlc illl-

Ilortancc under the o ld (l'OVCrn nH'nt. h<1 I'pcnilf(Y to be ill lful~ a ~ 

tllitl at the time when the ddilliti\'c trea ty of' peace was 

signed, made applieatioll to the State Dircctof.V fo!' a ycry 
high ~ i l l1 flt ion at. the Care, which, howeve r, tIH'Y t hougllt 
pro{lf' r 10 re fu se. J1 e WClll to l\u'ls; obtained all audience 
of "Uuon,qmrl(', o r I,i .. millister, ill cOllscqulmcc of whidl all 

(mIn' W;lS sent 10 the Slale GorcrInuent to n:\' i~e tlu;'lr mo­

I ir es or refllsal. 

A notlier ins1..\11cc or Frrl1ch influence prc \'ailing at llie 

Cape was too ~triking to he overlooked. i\ Swiss g<" lltlc lI1an, 
who Ilad !ilkd a high a nd honorable ~ta lioll in the service of 
the E nglish .E.ast India Company in Bengal, but for some 
rca::;on ~or ot l l<'r hatl heen di!;missctl, ra~scd throug h the Cape 
on his rctOm to }:ngland. ami became cnallloUl'cd of its at­
tractiolJs . II is wife, ill his ahscllce, beill~ JJalidsOIHC :lUd 
much youuger than himself, engageu the att.entions o f :J\.Jr. 

'l'allcyrand, and li ved with him as his mistress, until the 

l"l'cnch government had fOlIl~tl it cOllvrnicnt to pass a. re­

solution tltat theri' t~'as a God, and therefore that relig ion 
requ ired some deccncy to b~ observed , when tbe apostate 

Bishop of Autun fonnd no difUculty in obtaining a t.li ~ pcn~ 

~ation fmm the Pope to marry hcr. The hushand, 011 his 
lTturn to ,Europe, proceeded tn Paris, where 1\ir. 'l'alleyrand, 
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to prevent His hecoming trouolesome, recommended him to 
accept of n high appointlilent at tbe Cape of Good Hope, 
whcfe, ' J understand, he arrived within a month after the 
('\'aclllltion, not as plain Mr. G-, latQ of the English East • ,.J 
India. Company's service, but as Momiew' Le G-, ·Con~ 

sriLJel' prit'~ rtl iniime de la ~publique Batave auprt1s dtt, Gvuvcr. 
neur et Comeit au Cap de BonneE'sperance4 

It also appeared, from tbe conduct of the three commis­
SJoners that w~rP. ~ent out t() arrange certain poiuts ,with the 
British government, that French interest was likely to pre­
dominate at the Cape. These gClltlemen~ though calling 
thcmsf'Jves Dutch, .made a haru .struggle, hut without sue­
cess~ that th~ minutes of their joint trans3ction-; and corre­
spondence with the commissioners that were appointed on the 
part of tbe Britisb government, should be kept in lhe f'rencll 
language. In sliort, every st~p that was taken by the new 
go\'ernmC:llt clearly evinced that, although the llata\"ian flag 
might be 'suffered to . fly, Fre;nch influence \""as likely to pre~ 
vail. J ... nng. inqccd, before the peace, it was become pretty 
c\lident that: Holland ' .. 'as not in n condition to make any 
511cccsiful ;itruggle tp defence of her. illtegrity or "fxistcuce, 
atld that an incorporation ,,·jth· Belgium,. and .becoming a de· 
p~rtrnellt of I'ran~e, would, in , all probability, be the final 
Eut/ltJtlflllifl of Lll(~ir Hi,.,h Alig?llV;{Sscs, the U nited ProviDccS~ 

, Tbese and other <on.ider.ti~n.produc";d a gloominess and 
melanrholy on the minds of tli~f ,\letter ~i'po,ed part of , the 
coloUiJ;ts iliat \ffirdeied on dllSpolldency. ' When the day of 

cv~cu.tion arrifi:d; tl\o castle anlt ,the r:oa<llo," '1;I)e,!!',i!aif. ~v"rc 
'I 
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lined with spectators; 110t drawn t(~gctLer fo '~ tlle 'iake (If ex­
pressing a boisterous joy usual 00 such Qccasion", but to t<lkc 
a n't'elancholy farewcl of tacir best frienrl s. As'. G CIll'fa I 
Duooas passed along wilh the Commissary General de 1\.fist 

- ,an~ ';tbc Gov'ernor Jansens, a dead sileuce. prc\'ailed ; "not a 
'Wotd' nor a murmur was heard. And the friendly and affec­
tionate lcu\'c the Commander!; in Chief of the two garrisonli 
took of each ot.her, after the delicate aud tr.rinJ!; situation ill 
which, for the two last month~, they had been placed, ill con­
sequ·cnce of the order from England countermanding the 
restoration of the set tlement, wa~ highly honoraule 1:0 their 
feelings, both as men and officers. Few places, I believe, 
lla,'c heen ceded by one power to anotht.:r with more regularity 
and less commotion, than what happened at the restoration 
of tile Cape of Good 1I0pf , by General Dundas on the part 
or his Majesty's Govcrnmeut~ to the representatives of tilt· 
Batayian ll(:public. 
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