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the rock which on ly needs the requisite machinery to crush out, at anything 
from 10 'dwts. to I oz. per tall, no conclusive f;vidclIl':t" ha~ yet been o rr~rcd to 
support these statements by specimens which ca~ be submlt~p:l ~\.-\,.u~a!ysis. In 
1889 howe\'cr long before Europc~ns turned thel( c')'eS 111 this dlre<:t:.on, the old 

• J umbc o f Ko~kota told me that the quartz in his country con l aine~ ~Old , and 

\ 

, 

soon afterwards he en tered into an agreement with the A fri ean .Lakes Company 
that this gold should be worked. The Lakes Company tu rned o\'er their 
agreement to the British Sou th Africa Company, on whose accoun t prospector,. 
have entered the Marimba district. 

Specimens o f something vcry like' cinnabar were once submitt~ to Mr 
Sharpe and myself for examination. They came from the coun~'y to the west 
of the Lower Shire. We attempted an analysis but although there st.'Cmed to 
be traces of mercury in the pan we could not authoritatively state that t~ 
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PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY 5 I 
• substance was cinnabar. Since that time no further specimens ha\"c reached us. 

It is beyond dispute that the country of Katanga is rich in copper and also 
possesses gole!. TI1I! copper of Katanga, however, is widely spread in a currency 
of ingots Q,"er South Central Africa. Malac'hitc also comes from that r<..-gion. 
There is no rcason why this copper should not also be found in the same 
formation to the cast of the river Luapula and Lake 1\fwcru. 

Specimens of lead and of graphite hilve been shown to me, but I was 
unable to identify the districts from which they were obtained, though I 
understood that some specimens of graphite came from the hills to the west 
of the Lower Shire. 

1 ron orc is nearly everywhere abundant. Excellent hrematitc iron comes 
(rom the Upper Shire district. We have actually used some of this iron-have 
had it smelted and worked by native blacksmiths-for making the parts of a 
t,!" urr nnd such other relatively si mple things which were within the scope qf 
native blacksmiths or Sikh artizans. . 

Garnets are found in the stream valleys of Mlanje. On the same mountain 
beauti ful quartz crystals are met with and person~ seeing them . for the first 
time arc often deluded into the belief that they ha\·e obtained diamonds. No 
trace of the blue diamond day has ever yet been met with irl Central Africa l 

There nrc no deposits of rock-salt, so far as I am aware, but !>nlt is obtained 
rrom the brnckish mnrsh called by the name of Mwcru which lies between the 
great lnke Mweru anu Tanganyika; also from the marsh country in the West 
Shire district. and from the brackish Lake Chilwa! 

But salt is also obtained both good and ab!..mdant-though rather dark in 
colour-from the ashes of grasses and other plnnts growing on the mountain 
plateaux ai d in the vicinity of rivers and lakes. On the whole, in one way or 
another British Central Africn may be considered to be well supplied with salt 
manufactured by the natives, which is a fnvouritc article of commerce and is 
c\'cn n good dcal used by Europeans, who in their cooking, if not on their tables, 
at any rate in their kitchens, use it in preference to the imported article. 

I Clmtnander Cullen supplies Ihe following note :_" In the upper walen of the LinlilJe ril·cr 
iC~ltml Angonlllnd) the ronnalion is the 5llme u that ol the Vaal RIVer Valley: and as garnet~ and 
crystals are found in it, if il were properly worked it _m$ prol~ble iI mighl prove dillnlondiferouli.'· 

I Mr. Sharpe dCllerihet III follow. the way in which Ihe natives e~tract salt {rom Ihe l\Iu·eru 
s"A1Imp :_" The nMivet dwell;n/: found the /:rtat Mweru Mil 5"''l!.nlp take the 5alt.impre(::l\Ilted earth 
ruuCld the lake shore .nd put it into funnels made of clO$l:ly wo,·eo grass rope. Titey then ]lOUr in 
WlI.lu nnd stir up the SIll! earth. The waler lakes up Ihe Wt And fillering through the gnu...~ funnel, 
Clrn ... the ult in .ohttion ;nlO pot .. placed below. The water is then c, .. porated and cakes of pure 
>alt n,e lel'\. " 

APPEN DIX • 
THE COAL OF NYASALAND 
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' HISTORY 

BRITI S H CENTRAL .A. FRI CA only comes within the domain of ,,'rittcn 
history q uite recently, T~nganyika and much o f Nyasa scarcely fo rty 
years ago. It is just barely possible that the south ene! of L.1.ke 

Nyasa. and it is certain that a po rtion of the river S hire which Rows from 
it, werc known to the Portuguese explorers at the latter end I'J( the si:decmh 
cen tury. The unwritten history, the history whicb can be deduced from 
researches into language, examinations of racial type, native traditions, and 
arch;:eological researches, ex tends back into the usual remoleness connected 
with the rno\'cments o f the hj.lman gen us, though in no pa rt of the world 
is it so indefinite or is there such scanty and s light material QIl which to 
construct theories. 

It may be tha t something of this kind occurred. Vn tjl further facts 
come to light, the tendency of such little knowledge as we at pres(..nt possess 
of the past history of the evolution of man is to lead us to believe that he 
was developed from the pithecoid type somewhere in Asia. not impr.obably in 
India. ' It would seem, at any rate, as if the earliest · known race of man, 
inhabiting what is now British Centra l Africa, was akin to the Bushma n­
Hottentot type of negro. Rounded s tones, with a ho le throug h the centre, s imilar 
to those which are used by the Bushmen in the south for weighting their 
digging sticks, have been found at the south end of Lake Tanganyika, and 
s~jmens of them were brought home thence by me and g iven to the British 
Museum. 1 lJave heard that other examples of these " Bushman " stones have 
been fou nd nearer to Lake Nyasa, but 1 have not seen the alleged specimens. 
I n one ins tance I alighted on a curious tradition, which would make it appe.lr 

I At lilly momel\i Ihis Iheory, which III prt!lerll hold!; the field, I1l11y he Il lliet by unlooked·for 
discoveries in Afri.-an ~tology. Quite retently n disco.·cry of the most clltmordinary imllOrt:a1\Ct: 
and inte:6t hll$ bt:en UltiJe by Dr. Fonyth Major in Madngascnr, an Wand whieh ..... united to Africa 
in the early IlII.1t of tl e tl., tiary epoch. This consiItJ of the fossil remains of .. monkey. like form cnll<!d 
I\'UiJ/'t"JIo,nfl, a form ioternltdiale betwem the Cehld:J: and the Old World mo"key.. The Cebidx are the 
Amerie'lO I1l\»lke)'ll,,, Iype .. hieh is connected willI the Lemurolda by tmnsiti()TlAI form.. Mr. R. Lrdekker 
doouCCII from these dilCO\"eries that the prilllal ~ock of the monkeys h&d its home in Africa; that fronl 
Ihe Airit;&n continent branched off the Celoitb:, ..... hk h f01.lnd their way to Ameri~, and thc le Iingerl;."(i, 
.. hile Ih~y bec;:ame exlinguished in Ihe Old World; and the Simiid:~, or Old World monke)·s, whicil 
in turn I.'ue rise 10 the anthropoid apes and man. So far Il$ we yet know ~·idenee preponderates in 
favour of the IlI1lhropoid 1lpt5 h&,;ng arisen in Southern Asia, whence they pene\l"ll.ted Afric.t aDd Ihe 
fanl OUS discovery by Dr. Dubois, in j3\"., or Pilluca,,'''rvplIs "ICtw, a foml nhnOlit intermedrtAbet .... ~n 
the IInlhl'OJlOiu Ape and the human species, would lead U$ to iullltoinc that man likewise oriJ,.'ID:lted in the 
Asiatic continent, which ~"'ed as II distributing centre. The lowest known form. of man livin!: 
at the preacnt time, or only re.:ently extinct, are found in T.smania, AUlItmlin, South Eulern Alia 
and Cent. .... 1 and Southern .,urIC:a. At the _ me time further disco\"l;'ries may equlI.lly well show that the 
devel0I'IDI'"Ill of the anthropoid IIpe int" man took plnu in l\frica, Il gueAA once hat.anled II)· Darwin. 
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that until recently the Bushman type was lingering on the upper plateau of the 
~1lanje motilltain mass at the south-cast corner of the Protectorate. The 
Mananja llati~es of that district assert positively that there used to live on the 
upper part of the mountain, a dwarf race of light yellow complexion with hait' 
growing in scattered tufts, and with that large development of the buttock! 
characteristic of the Bushman-Hottentot type. They gave these people a 
specific name, "Arungu," but 1 cl)nfess that this term inspired me with some 
distrust of the value of their tradition, a.s 
it was idcntic."l.l with 't he word for "godS."1 
The resemblance, however, may have been 
accidental. They declare this people to 
have been found on the top of Mlanje 
until quite recently. Similar n1mnurs were 
collected by a Portuguese officer stat;r)lled 
at Mlanje, and by him communicated to 
me, quite independently of my own re­
searches, and the same idea occu rred to 
him as to myself, that the traditions 
referred to a Bushman type. T have at 
different times exhaustively searched. or 
,,-,lused to be searched, the upper parts of 
the Mlanje mountain ; but although traces 
of human residence in some of the caves 
have been reported, no definite proof of 
the ex istence of any people differing from 
the model't l t}lpt: was discovered. That is 
to say, traces of human habitation in thuse 
caves and hollows consisted chiefly of 
fragments of pottery, which is certainly 
not a characteristic sign of Bushman 
habitation. It is probably known to my 
readers. hO\\'cver, that real undisputi..x1 l'OkTitAIT OY " VOUNI: RUSmlA:<I 

liushmen arc found ( I have seen them 
myself) in South Western Africa, in the same latitudes as the southern 
part of the British l >rotectorate under review. Bushman tribes \\ere disco\'ered 
by Serpa Pinto and other explorers ' as far north almost as thfJ 14th pamllcl 
soutb Jatitude, in the coun tries near the Upper Kunene river. 

Here and there, in Nyasaland, one meets with faces and forms amongst the 
natives which suggest a cropping out of the Hottentot type, as though the 
present Bantu races had, on their fi rst invasion of thl:!sc countries, absorbed 
th~ir Bushman predecessors by intermarriage. This Bushman- Hottentot 
mIxture, however, is "P.t nearly SO apparent as it is in the Basuto and 
certain Kafir tribes of Sou th Africa. I ndeed when South A frican negroes 
COme to Nyas:tland for work and one is able to contrast them with the 
local natives, one is struck at once by the resemblance they offer to 
Hottepiots, in their paler skins, more prominent cheek bones, deep set eyes 
.Ind .laitcned nose. It is evident that the Basuto - Bcchuana people 
especially hal6C much mingled with the Hottentots in times past. It wou ld 
seem from the researches of Mr. Theodore Bent in the ruined cities of 

I MUl'J.llliU_. god. A.rungu "" Rods. Yet thill is nOI Ihe ordinary phmll which ~ Mi·lllnglI 01 
IIH·l'1.Inl.'I1, II. h il is A,ol1l,," in the mOl\: northern dilliccli. 
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Mashonaland that those earlier settlers from Southern Arabia. who mined 
for gold some two thous."nd years ago and Ics:.. in .south Central Africa. 
were only acquainted with native inhabitants of ,t llushman· ]-Iottent type, 
to judge by the drawings, engravings and models they liavc left, intci cd to 
depict natives Cnb1<l.ged in the chase. 

The evidence which I ha\"c quoted at length in Illy book o n Kilimanjaro,l 
and in the prefatory chapters to the Life 0./ Livillg-stoffe, derived from a com· 
I><irati\"c s tudy of the Bantu languages, leads me to believe . that the invasion 
of the southern half of Africa by big black negro races, nowadays so familiar 
to us, was relatively recent in the history of man-perhaps not much mo{c than 
2<XX> years ago. Some cause, such as the dense forests of the Congo Basin . 
must have checked thei r descent o f the continent from the S udan. They 
may also have been held back (or a long time-especially on the eastern s ide 
of the continent where the forests cou ld never have been in recent times a 
serious ohstac1e- by the sturdy opposition of the prior inhabitants of Bushmiln­
Hottentot type. Be that as it may, I do not think the black negroes, the 
present inhabitants o f Sout h Central Africa. have been in possession of those 
countries from time immemorial, and in their own traditions they vaguely recall 
:l descent from the North. 

It is possible that when the Sab:l!al1s and Arabs t raded with South-ea:.t 
A frica, during the first half of the Christian era. one or another of them may 
have penetrated into the cou ntries round Lake Nyasa. With this proviso, 
however, as to the possibility of such a journey having taken place, it must 
be stated that as far as we know, the Arabs did little more in regard to British 
Central Africa than to settle on the coast of the Ind·ian Ocean, or to estabJj<;h 
a trading dep6t at Sena, on the Lower Zambez i. c-

It would seem to me as though 3000 years ago the distri bution o f races 
in Africa had stood thus. The southern half o f the continent, fro m a little 
north of the Equator to the Cape o f Good H ope, was very sparsely populated 
with a low Negroid type, of which the Bushmen and Hottentots, and possibly 
the pigmy tribes of the Congo forests,! are the descendants. The North and 
North-east of A frica, frOlh IHorocc') t9 Egypt a nd Egypt to .Soma li land, was 
peopled mainly by the I-I amites, a race akin in origin and language to the 
Serllitic type, which latter was certainly a higher development from a parent 
Hamitic stock. The I-I amites themselves. however, obviously o riginated \lS a 
superior ascending \'aricty of the Neg-ritic species, from which basal stock 
had been derived in s till ellrlier times the Bushman- Hottentot group. whose 
lalllS"uages---especiall)' that o f the H ottentot-are thoug ht by somt' authorities 
to show remote affinities in st ructure to the Ham itic tongues. Westward Cof 
the H amitcs, and a earlier divergence from the orig inal Ncgritic g roup, were 
tM true black negroes. more closely allied in orig in perha ps to the Bushmen­
Hottentots than ~o the more divergen t I-Iamites. But 3000 years ago, I am 
inf:lined to believe that the true negroes were bounded in their distribution 
by the northern limits of the Sahara Desert, the ·Atlantic €kean, the great 
liirests .of the Congo Basin , and either the Nile Valley or the Abyssinian 
Ij ighlands on the EasL Here and there these diff'erent sections of the Negritic 

"Stoek tIlling led, producing races superior to the pu re negro, like the oNubians, 
the Somalis, and the Fulbe, wh ich dwell more or less o n the bordlpTland between 
the negro and the I-Iamite. When the true negroes invaded the southern half 

I r.u lo.'ililNa/~ EXf41/t;M. Pi>- 47S-4Bl . 
• T ht:se Ilttter much mixed I am sure ,,·ith the black llefJ"oeL 

• 
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of the African continen t, some 2CXX> to 3000 ye.'lrs ago, they carried with them 
:uch culture, domestic animals, and cultivated plants as they had derived 
indirectly from Egypt. I should think that in Nyasaland and along the shores 
of Lake TanganYika, the history of negro culture has been retrograde, until 
the coming of the Arab and the European. In one or two places on the shores 
of Lake Nyasa old pottery has been dug up at a considerable depth below the 
.!Iurface, with trees of great g irth· and age growing over these remains. The 
pottery has been found imbedded in the sand of an ancient shore-line of 
~yasa, now covered by about 5 feet of humus. in which baobab trees are 
strongly rooted . From the approximate age of the trees, tl.nd tht: time it 
.. hould have taken to accumulate this vegetable soi l, some of this pottery muSl 
have been 500 or 600 years old. One large pot thus found has been deposited 
by me in the British Museum. These few remains exhibit evidences of greater 
sk1ll and taste than is shown by the pottery at the present time in the same 
districts.. Resea rches founded on the study of languages. of religions, of 
traditions, and on the records of Portuguese t:::xplorers in \Vest Africa, would 
also seem to show that in Western Africa many of the negro States were in 
tl far higher state of culture 500 y~ars ago than they are now. 

The line of the migration of the Bantu negroes in British Central Africa 
will be treated of in Chapter X I., which describes their languages. I t will be 
sufficient to SilY, as regards history, that we may presume them to have entered 
into possession of these countries-dri\'ing ou t or absorbing the antet:edent 
Bushman race-about 1000 years ago. 

With the doubtful exception of the visit of an occasional Arab slave 
dealer, they had no contact with the outer world until the arrival of the 
I)ortugue~ on the East Coast of Africa, which is the first definite landmark 
ii, the history of this portion of the continent. Vasco da Gama, after rounding 
the Cape of Good Hope in '495, stopped at the Arab settlements of Sofala 
(near the modern Beira) and M~ambictue, and then ce passed onwards to 
Malindi (ncar l\1 ombasa) and India. On his return from India he further 
explored the South-east Coast of Africa, and (proba bly from information 
given by Arab pilots) entered with his little fleet th!! QueJimane River,' which 
was connected intermittently with the main Zambezi, and which, until the other 
day. was thought to be the only certain means of reaching the Zambezi abo\·e 
:t.s delta. T his river he called the " Rio dos Bons Signaes," or the" River -:.': 
Good Indications." The name " Quelimane," which he applied to a small 
village 1 2 miles inland from the mouth of the river ( the origin of the now 
important town of Quclimanc, the capital of f)ortuguese Zambezia) is stated 
by the Portuguese to have the fo llowmg: etymology. This village belonged 
~o a certain individual who acted as interpreter between the I)ortuguese and 
the nati ves. He appears to have been an · Arab, or a half Arab. In those 
days Portuguese navigators seem to have been acquainted with Ar:abic, a 
language which probably still lingered in the southern part of Portuga.I, where 
Moorish kingdoms ex isted tilJ the twelfth century. The name which the 
Portuguese applied to this indi~idllal was " Quelimane" (pronounced Kelimi'n] 
Now in the corrupt Coast Ara\,>ic .n Kaliman " is the word for " Interpreter."t 
ConscCijlently the name of the mOdern town QlIclimanc' i ~ sim piy td.-i\·e<4 

• On Jan. 2IInd, 1498. r In SIO"ahili Ihis b«om<!S Mkalilfllll"li. 
• I haw: taken the opportunity 10 gi\·e thi.! bit of etymolocy P.!I there has lung iltetl a mi9DPJ>re':a:r' 

"J ~ the corrttl lpelling of Q\ldiman~, which was thouliht wronl;ly 10 Ue derived from" Kili " 
whl.ch mlln. In S.ahili ., 01"1 Ihe hill." But there is no hill within Clght, miles of QueJimane. The lJUe 
[.al ll·e Iia.IIIC thil plaoc II "Cbu:\oo." 
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from the term " Interpreter," applied to this ,guide and go-bet ween of VascO 
da Garna. 

For some five centuries before the Portugut:se arri~d the Arabs of 
Southern and Eastern Arabia had formed or re-formed sett lements at ng the 

~ East Coast o f Africa from Somaliland to Sofa!,,} In the d irection of ritish 
Central Africa they were chieny established at MCMiambique, Ngoji (A n oche), 
and Sena on the Zambczi. They apparentiYl>foli nd no direct entrance into the 
Za mbezi River \\:hich cou ld be easily navigated by their daus, and preferred 
to use the Quelimanc River. This in exceptional rainy seasons at the qrcsent 
day becomes connected with the Zambczi river, by QverOow creeks, and 
possibly some centuries ago was the most northern bra nch of the delta. The 
Arabs wDulO seem, therefore, to have gone up this river past Quelimant:, and 
then to have travelled either by water when the ri\'er was full . or o\'erland 
at other seasons, to Sena, a settlement not far from the junction of the Zambezi 
and the Shire. From Sena aga.in they had overland commu nication to their 
settlements a t Sofala, ncar the modern town of Beira.' 

At first the Portuguese were received by the Arabs in a friend ly fashion, and 
several of the !)ortuguese were taken up by Arab guides from Quelimane to 
Sena. Before many years~ were over the Portuguese had dispossessed the 
Arabs, and driven them away. From Sofala to M~ambique they replaced 
them so completely, with the except ion of thei r settlements at Angoche,~ that 
they disappeared entirely and never returned, even after the tem porary decay 
of the Portuguese power which enabled the Arabs to reconquer the East Coast 
of Africa as far south as 'Kilwa. 

At first Sena, on the Lower Zambezi, was the headquarters of the Portu­
guese Administration, and from hence \·arious expeditions, during thee, sixteenth 
century, were sent southwards to discover the gold mines of Manika--expedi­
tiqns which were mostly unsuccessful , owing to the unhealthiness of the climate 
and the presence of tht! T setse fly. Another obstacle in the way of Portuguese 
en terprise was the kingdom of Monomota pa,6 a powerful empire of Bantu 
negroes, probably related in stock to the Zulus. The influence of Monomotapa 
must have ranged from the \·icinity o,)f the south end of L."lke Nyasa to the 
Limpopo River. Simultaneously with the first Portuguese" Conquistapores " 

1 I .,." re·formed ,. btc:ausc "'C :lre now practically cenain that lOme ractII of Southern Arabi-. had 
founded thei, aneicpt ICHlementA- poGibly in eonnecti01l with thc Phoo!nieians-in Soutll·eastem Africa, 
I\QI onl,. Q/1 the EDt Coasl wI far in Ihe inlerior of Mashooaland. TheI;C ~tlemenl5 were, il is IUPpvscd, 
dewoyed by tbe advent o f Ihe Bantu tribtti (rOOt Ihe Nonh , who were lar more fonnidablc ent:rnies to 
lackle Ihllllthe feeble Bilmmen and l'Iot!.enIOlS. It i~ poMible that the OlIthu of Ambia did not enlirel)· 
f{i\'e lip their African trade , though thcy had to quit the interior and confine 1bcir M'ttle menu; to Lbe ooast 
But whether o r no therc was I. pp in Arab enterprue in the early part of the Christian era, Ihere w:u .. 
j.: rcat revi, .. l in the tenth eenlul')', ami in the clc\'elllh c:entury II SIron!; AllIb kingdom Willi formed al 
Kil" .. (midway ~ween Za1'l&it.r .nd Moo;anlbique) which Clcrets..>d " kmd of sUzeraint,. o\'er Ihe olhe. 
KttlelllenlJl 01" Sull4r1llles. M~ucs were buill at Ihis period, Ihe remains of which IlIaY be seen at the 
prC5tnt day. 

, Beira wu the name I!i 10 Ihis place i>Ol many yea,. 1.1::0 by the: rort~"LtsC. when it 1'0'11$ 

fitJt founded , afler Col. r.;, .. d' Andrada'l elplotat ions of the Pun~ .. 'e riVI!1'. " lklm" is the name of 
one of thc princip:.l p1O" inc:ea of l'ort~l, and Ihe eldesl IOtl of the heir 10 the thrade of PortupllllwaY$ 
bean the ti:le of I' !'rinCipe <b lkira.' Belra is prGrtOlInced " Bay.rn" in I'Of(U~~. Conseqllentl)' 
with their 1WU<1 l>C!rvtrsil)" the l!:lli:tish IM:Ople M"e decided 10 call it "Br·l'R,' for ;t ;8 one of ou; 
national peculiaritus 10 devote all OIIr l.oest enl''IO' to II. mispronuncia tion of fOn!ign words. 

, I btliC\'c Ihe Arabs remained in poqo;:ssion of SeM until near the end of lhe .ixtetnth CO"ll uf)' . 
• Which rea lly remain unconquered to this day. 
t This name WIl5 <Je r;,'ed from the nath·e appellalicm of thc Makaranp ehit'f arid i, .I~rentl )' II. 

~ption (>{ ~ M wine.M\lt.apa" = · · Lord IJip\lOpotamus" j or · ' Mwana.Mulap.."_· ' Child of the 
IhppopotamuB. The hippopotamul we... much fC\'ercnced by lhe lribt$ of Ihc Central lambed, Illd 
Hi 10, to lOme «tent, st ill. 

'. 
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and mining adventurers came lion-hearted Jesuit Missionaries, resolved on 
t cpeating in the Zambczi countries the successes they had obtained in 
Chri lltianising the . kingdom of the Congo. Several of these men were 
martyred by the orders of the .Emperor of Monomotapa; but eventually 
they established themselves at Zumbo, on the Centra l Zambezi, at the COIl­

fluence of the great Luangwa Riv~r. 
The modern capital of T ete,' which is the most important town on the 

Zambezl, was not founded until the middle of the seventccnth century, and was 
merely a station of Jesuit Missionaries originally, though afterwards taken over 
by the j>ortuguese Government. At first, howe\-cr, the principal towns were 
Zumbo and Sella. 

(".Q\· r;J!.~OR' S 1I0USI:':, TR1'E 

The Portuguese soon penetrated northward of the Zambezi, in the direc.tion 
of th'! Maravi country and the watershed of Lake Nyasa. Here they.dis­
covered, or rc-discovered, from hints given by Arabs or nati\'es, the gold 
deposits of l\'f isale,t and for some centu ry or so afterwa rds these gold mines 
,\'crc extensively worked. Curiously enough, however, the chief mineral dis­
coveries of the Portu{,!uese at this time lay in the direction of silver, though 
at lhe present time we 1have ,,0 knowledge of any existing silver mines in the 
Zambe1.i countri~!. 
. In 16, 6 a Portuguese, named )aspar Bocarro,olTered to carry samples of 
Zambcz i si lver overland from the Central Zambe1.i to Ma lindi, a Portuguese 
settlement to the north of Momoosa, withollt going near M~ambique. The 

• I Tcte i5 the ",'Ime fo .... «d. Thc pluml "MlUele" means" a reed.bed." It is posaihle lhat this 
"ill~ .he c:tymolOl:)' of the name, u the shore is very rloedyabout that jW.rt of the 7.,ambeti. Ulil Ihr 
-n..Uve nIlme (If Tele i, ., N)'urlJ:",i." 

t N?-lars MiMic lie. wJlhin the BriUsi. Ij)htre or influence, .nd a British comp.:lny is IlUemllting 
In .... ork II~ Kold, 

• 
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motive of this offer lay in the fact that considerable friction existed between 
the Central Government of Mosambique, which was under the Vicero}'s of 
I ndia. and the Portuguese adventurers on the Zambczi, who st rongly objecled 
to the grinding mOnBPflies which the M~ambiquc Government sought to 
establio;h. Jaspar Bocar~o apparen tly journeyed from where the lawn of Tete 
now stands to the UPJX'T Shire River, crossing that stream near its junction 
wiLh the Ruo; and then, passing through the Anguru country in the vici nity 
of L .. ,ke Chilwa, he entered the Lujenda Valley, and so travelled on to the 
Ruvuma River, and thence to lhe coast at Mikinda ni .... From Mikindani he 
continued his journey to '-b lindi by sea. So far as reliable records go, this was 
the first European to enter what is now styled .. British Central Africa~ 

The Jesuit priests (roUl Zumbo had journeyed westwa rd int o the country 
of the Batonga or Batoka, I and northwards up the Luangwa River. They 

I Sir John Kirk. when Inl\'l:lIin" \\1111 U vin(;5lone, in 1859, diKoverrd gr(lVl;.'ll of fl'llil trff:l in the 
llato\. rountry .. hW:!l may ... e IIKII Introduetd by the Jl,'$l,l il" • 

• 
• • 
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transmitted rumours of a great lake (Nyasa), which they styled Lake" l\faravi" 
1"his rcally meant" a lake in the country of the Maravi," Maravi being' an old 
name (now nearlp ex tinct) of the Nyanja tri bes in the south-west of IVyasa­
land. But in the middle of the cight'ecmh cen tury the Jesuits wcrc expelled 
from all the Portuguese Domi nions by order of the Marquez de j)ombal; and 
after their departure from the Central Zambezi there was a {emporary diminu­
tinn of Portuguese activity. At the vcry end of the last century, however, the 
in terest of the Portuguese Government in i t~ East African possessions was 
revived by the Uritish Government havi ng taken po!:>session of the Cape of 
Good Hope a t the outbreak of the war with France. In tht year following 
the seizure or Cape T own l by an English rorce, Dr. Francisco Jose Maria de 
Lacerda e Almeida, a di stinguished scientific man who was a native of Brazil, 
and a Doctor or Mathematics at Coimbra University (Portugal ), addressed a very 
remarkable letter to the Portuguese Government, setting rorth that the results 
or the English in vasion or Capetown would be the creation of a great British 
South Arrican Empi re, which would , ir not counteracted in time, spread north ­
wards across the Zambezi, and separate the Portuguese Dominions of Angola 
and Mo«;ambiquc. This, I think, at the period and with the limited 
geographical knowledge then possessed by even a Portuguese University, 
was one of the most rc:markable instances of political foresight which can 
be quoted. The Portuguese Government was so struck with· Dr. Lacerda's 
arguments that it appointed him Governor or the Rios de Sena,! and 
authorised him to conduct an expedition . 1 a contra-costa "-across Africa from 
the Zambezi coun tries to Angola, establishing Portuguese Suzerainty along his 
route. 

It sho.lel be stated at this juncture that not nearly so many white Portuguese 
!:laq assisted in opening up the East A frican territories, as had settled in Angola. 
and on the West Coast of Africa. I n those days the Portuguese East African 
possessions were gene rally kni t up wi th their Viceroyalty of I ndia, and the 
pure-blooded j'ortuguese in the Zambezi countries were rew in number 
compared to the "Canarins" or Canarese. These people were half-caste 
nativcs or Goa, with more or less I ndian blood in their veins, and constituted 
the principal element in the Portuguese Zambezi settlements. They were ,'cry 
enterprising men, though they relapsed into semi -savagery, and as slave-traders 
and robbers had a record almost more e"jl than that or the Arabs. Ne,'erthelcss 
the European blood in their veins sharply distinguished these- Goanese from 
the unlettered black people, and of some or their journeys they kept more 
or less intelligent records. T wo Goane!:le of the name or Pereira, father and 
SOn, had gone gold hunting to the Ilorth of the Zambezi, and had evcntually 
pushed 0 11 with their a rmed slaves till they reached the Kazembe's country, 
near Lake M\\'eru. The reports which tlley gave of tfle Kazembe (a lieutenant 
or. satrap of .the Muata Vamo of Lunda) decided Dr. Lacerda to proceed 
tbther on his way across to Angola. His expedition numbered about 7S 
whi te PortugueJJC, and the two Pereiras accompanied it as guides. Dr. Lacerda, 
however, enly succeeded in reaching Kazembe's capital, ncar the south end of 
Lake 'Mweru, and eventually died there on the 18th October, 1798. After his 
~cath t~e expedition became \so disorganised that instead of continuing the 
Journey to AQgola it returned to Tete. 

1\t the beginning of the present century two hair-caste Portuguese, named 
Baptista and .'\maro Jose, crossed from the Kwa_o River in the interior 

I WJUch look p1a« in 1795. 
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of Angola to the Kazembc's country. ncar Lake i\'Iwcru, and thence to Tete 
on the Zambczi. In 1831 Major Monteiro and Captain Gamitto conducted 
a miSSion from Tete to the Kazembe. and some years su~uelltly Silva Porto, 
a Portuguese colon ist, of Rihe, in the interior of Benguela, is also said to Itavc 
rambled over much of South Central Africa; further, a certain Candid de 
Costa Cardoso claimed that he sighted the south-west corner of Lake N 'n 
in 1846; but none of these explorers, with the exception of Dr. Lacerda, 
poMCSsed any scientific qualifications, and their joumeys led to little or no 
geographical information or political ascendancy. Indeed, what is remarkable 
about Dr. Lacertla, to s.ay nothing of the other explorers, was the extraordinnry 
bad luck which prevented him from sighting any important river or lake. );e 
reached a point within a few miles of the large Lake 1\1 weru, and yet either 
never saw it, or thought it not worth mention. He heard vague rumours of 
Tanganyika and of Nyasa, but did not direct his steps in either direction , 
2nd, stranger still , he missed the recognition of the remarkable Luapula, which 
we now know to be the Upper Congo, though he must have actually bccll 
within sight of it 

The real history of British Central Africa begins with the advent of 
Livingstone. This intrepid missionary had gradually push<."(i his explorations 
northwards from the Caj.>C of Good Hope until he reached· the Central Zambezi 
in 1851 , accompanied by the celebrated sportsman Mr. Oswell. Impressed 
with tht: importance of his disco\'ery Livingstone returned to Cape Town, 
and with the generous assistance of Mr. Oswell, was enabled not only to send 
his wife and children out of harm 's way, but to equip himself for ~he tremendous 
exploration of South Central Africa, which he had determined to accomplish. 
Having perfected himself ;:1 astronomical observations, under the tuition of the 
Astronomer·Royal of Cape T own, Lh'ingstone started for the North and once 
more reached the Zambezi, near its conAuence with the Chobe. Thence he 
travelled up the Zambezi to its source, and across to') Angola and again back 
from Angola and down the Zambezi to its mouth , or more correctly speaking 
to Quelimanc, on the I ndian Ocean. This epoch·making journey had important 
and far·reaching results. Livingstone was sent back by the Brit" h Government 
at the head of a well-equipped expedition, and was accomplnied amongst 
others by Dr., now Sir John, Kirk, who, besides being medical officer, was 
the naturalist. of the expedition. 

After a journey to Tete and visits to the "Quebraba~o" Rapids for the 
purpose of determining the navigability of the Zambezi above Tete, LivingstoJle 
determined to search for and find the reported great lake out of which the Shir~ 
flowoo to join the Zambczi. At this date the Portuguese knew sca rcely anything 
of the Shirf' beyond its confluence with the Zambezi. They seem to have 
lost all remembrance o'r the one or two earlier journeys in that direction of 
Portuguese explorers. Consequently, before Livingstone and his party had 
ascended the Shire very far they found themselves in a country absolutely 
new to the white man. After several futile attempts to re<tch Lake Nyasa. 
in the course of one of which they discovered the brackish Lake Chilwa, 
which lies to the south·east of the greater lake, and Lake Malombe, which 

., I T~. :unne. of the "Shir~" ril:.:r "'"aJ fm:me~ly "'.rill!!.n by the I'Orluguoe ., Cherim ': t,)ronounce • 
. S~rfng ) ; IhlJl "'U !ale. ~Ull "'~l1~en ., Ch're, ' " 'llIeh If lh!! " eh" be I'ronmmo..d au In ,. church n 

fa!TI)' reprden~ the m.\we pronUDClI.lIon. Hut the I)O'IIUj,.'IIl'$ 1 prOfloul1Ce " eh" likt "Ih," mUCrO'lt 
t..ivlllgslon~ het. rd lhel!l ~I_~ <:! lh.~. ~i\·tr .. lhe .. Shirt," and Ihus lntnsc;ribed it in Jo:nglish. The: 
cornet nallve pronufICII.!lOG 15 Chm lCh«,ree), and che word mean. in Chin)'anja "a lleep bmk "_ 
N)"all;" )"Il chin, "Ihe rivtr with the ~ll'Cp blink,,· 

• 
• • 
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• is a widening of the Upper Shire, Livingstone and his companions finally 
rcached the southern extremity of Nyasa, near the site of the modern settle­
men t of Fort J Ohl\5ton, on the 16th of September, 1859, the first white men , 
as far as we, know with any certainty, who stood a ll the shor~s of Lake Nyasa. 
As the district in which Livingstone discovered this third greatest of the lakes 
of Africa was under Yao domination, he recorded its name as pronounced 
by the Yao, i L. Nyasa; but its I1"\OSt common appellation is Nyanja. This is 
lhe same word as Nyaoz3 farther north, and Nyasa, Nyanja, and Nyallza 
are derived fro m an archaic and widespread Bantu root -3117.a, which means 
" a broad water."l 

Li vingstone and his party extended their explorations of the western coast 
of L.1.ke Nyasa as far north as about 11'30 sou th latitude, a little more than 

"11& I'OINT 0:-' 1'1111. SOUTII SIi O ll.1I o r LAKE :-,' ,0.5,0. W llf.:- CI!; Till!; I.A K£ WAS I'III.ST Sr.K:': 

BY DII.. LI\' I :-.eSTO!\f. Mil) Sill JO liN KIRK I:': 1859 • 

half· way up the lake. Subsequently Livingstone travelled inland west of Lake 
Nyasa till he reached the watershed of the great Luangwa River, and it 
was upon hearing at that poin t of a not far distant lake that he resoh·ed. 
on his succeeding journey, to proceed aJnng the same route, and thus discovered 
the south end of Lake Tanganyika, Lake Mweru, the Luapu\a River. and Lake 
Bangweolo. Whilst L ivingstone and 'Kirk were exploring L1.ke N)'asa and 
t~c Shire Highlands, ~ howcver, they were joined by a Chri stian Mission under 
Bishop Macken'zie, which had been sent out from the two great l!:nglish 
Universities, and which ex ists to this day undcr the name of the" Uni"ersi ties 
Mission to Central Africa." These missionaries settled in the eastcrn p.1.rt 
Of. the S,hire lIighlands, just as the invasions of the Muhammadan Yao slave 
raiders were l>eginning, 

~ This root is (oulld e\'en among Ihe l;ll)re corrupl Dantu 10000eI CJC We\tem Eqml.lOfiD.l Afrrca.. 
ret 111511111CC, Ihe 1lI'o.d ellUlI.ry of the Clnlcroora jth'er i~ Cl\Ued in Ihe DUll]. tongue" Muanza.. .. 
and the -.me 'lame is /,lin!" to the Lo"tr COllgo . 
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Following on the Portuguese cxpe<:litions at the end of the 18th ccnturr 
to Kazembe' ,.; countTy, a gTt~at intercourse had ,;prung lip between the Babisa 
tribe, which in habits the district to the \\£".;t of the gn~at I"uangwa River and 
the Zan;o;ibar coast. The Babis .. had acquired guns from the Portu~uege, and, 
~rmed ill this wav. had asserted t h Clli.'iC!\·CS ctfectualh' :t;.!ainst tribes stilJ .armcd 
wilh the boll" and .;pear. They became all cl1tcrpr1si~g people and rc."olved 
to t rarle directly with the Coast. N"ot liking- the I'ortug"uesc, huwc· ... cr, they 
preferred to journey farther north , and trafficked \\'jth the :\rabs of Zanzibar . 
. -\bnu\ this time the Zanzibar Sultanate was increasing g-radually in power. 
It was an appanage of the Imamate of l\Iaskat (,0111;ln), and already the 
\Iaskat :\rab,; (who had replaced tht: I'ortu~ut:se in all the tradin~ scttll.'inents 
of Eastern ,\frica, bchl'cen the Rll\'llillil Rin:r and ::;,)mabbnd) had bt:~ull to 
push their slal'c and i\'ory trading- enterpriscs illlo the illterior o f Eastern 
Africa, especially in Ihe direction of Tan;.:-anyika. Attracted. I".oll'e\'cr, by the 
accounts which the Ba bi,.;a caral'ans ;.[;I\'C of rhe fcrtil e CLll lntry in which they 
dl\'CIt, ;lilt! struck Il'ilh lilt' t!ocilih' of tht.: s1aI 'e .~ hroll~IH d<)II'n bl' thl! Bahisa 
from the :\ya~a cOl1nlr ic,~, certain .-\rah,~ ,,("companied the Bal;isa caravans 
back to their place of Qrigin, which was, ,b I ha\'<.' ,.;aid, tile countries ly ing: to 
the we,.;( of the gn.:at LuangWi\ Hi n.:r. The ntlltL' they ("ilolrc£1 was from ports 
like Killra on Ihe East CU<l,.;t to Li ke :\yas,[ thellce ~c r(),~s :\yasa and sou th 
Irest or dtll.! wcst In lilt I.llbi,.;a C(lUntIT 

In the cour,.;e of these j<)\lrner,~ th~ ;\rah~ heGune ao.:qua in t<.::d wit'h that race 
of fine phy,sical dcn:loplllcnt and stubuonl character, the \"ao, who inhabit 
much of the hig-h country l~'in~ betll'c<.:!l th<.: Indian Ocean :mrl Lake !'iyasa, 
in the Yao they found willing: confcd<.:rate:< in the :<1a\T tr;'lde, and a people 
much inclined to :\iuhammOltianism, E ventually the plIOI' Babisa \\'e~ att,lcked 
and ellsla\'C{i by Ilcighbourill~ tribes who had been arllled by the Arab.~, and 
their importance p:l.ssed awal'. The Arabs and \'ao bchn:en them began to 
domi nate :\yasa land, ~ow the inhabitants of the bulk of ~salaild proper, 
with the exception of ito; north-II'est portion , bt:kHlged in the mifn to what may 
be called the 1\-nyanja stock. These people who an: referrt:d to by Portuguese 
<,f an earlier date as the Am:l.TaI'i, and who arc of the same race as the indigenous 
inhabitants of the Zambczi Valley betwcen Tete and Sella and of the: whole 
course of the S hire, arc of a si ngu larly 'dl)cile and peaceful d i-;position, devoted 
to ag:ri..:ulturc and timid in warfare - a race cOIl:<eq uently that is always falling 
under the domi nation of more JXlwerful and e lH::rl.{et ic tritx-s, Hefore wha t rna}' 
be called the Yau invasion of the Shire ll igh!ands the :\'yanja people had been 
oppressed by Zulu invaders Cf!1nillg- from the south-west. T he convul~i(\(ls 
which had been taking place in Zululand in the early part of this centu ry had 

, resulted in a most curious recoi l of the Zulu race 011 Cent ra l' Africa, It is 
probably not ma,lY centuries since the forerunne rs of the Z ulus swept down 
from Central : \frico, from the region of the great lakes, acrnss the Zambezi. 
into Southern Africa d rivi ng themselves like a wedge through the earlier Bantu 
invaders, the ancestors of the Basuto·lkchuana, and further. displacing and 
destroying' the feebler Hottentot people, !'."ow, howcver, with the Ind ian Ocean 
in front of them, and internal commotions a nd increase of pop,ulation com. ' 
pelling them to find more space for settlement, sections of them' began to tum ' 
their faces back towards the Zambczi. ' The foundat ion~ of the Matabele1 
kingdom were laid, and band after band o f Zulus crossed the tambezi abqut 

O r Amandabele, as il 0URh1 \0 be written hut that we English ]ovlr'inaccuraq in pronunciat~ 
.and spelling for its own 5Olke. J,l:<ta\x:le i.I the 5N:huana corruption or the Zulu "Amandabele," - J 
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182s-6,and in their raidgand conquests almost penetrated as far as the southern 
shores of the Victori,," N yanza, whil~t they were constantly heard of ull the east 
coast of Tanganyi~a. In the: west and south-west of Nyasaland they had 
founded kingdoms and enslaved the local inhauitants, when the Vao from tht: 
north-east hurlet! themselves 011 the fertile Shire districts. So that the unfor­
tunate Nyanja people wefe caught between Zulu and Yao, and suffered greatly. 
The British missionaries and eXp1n((,fs, ho\\'cn:r, saw little of the Zulu raiders 
ill those earlier c1ays.l ;-\t the bcgillning nf the "sixties" they \\"t!fC chiefly 
...:otlccrncd with the Vao im"asioll. After in val1l attcmptill~ to defend their 
\"yanja converts from the attacks of the Yao, the Ul1i\"cr~itie~ _Mission lost so 
many of it:-; mcmbcrs from sickncss. iind was additionally SlJ discour'::lg"cd 
by thc abandonment uf Dr. !.il·ingstollc's schemcs, that it withdrcw from the 
cou ntry for a time. L iving-.... tollc and hi s Expedition werc recalled by thc 
British Govcrnment at the ('nol of 1863, and quitted Zambczia in 1864. 

The fact was tbat the Briti ... " Gm'crnmcnt \\'as at that time di;;couragccl 
(rom anr further wurk in the Zamnczi cnuntrie :-; hy the fo]1owing obstacles: 
the political opposition shown by the Purtuguese;~ the acknowledged sway 
of the Portugucse ovcr the coast line which made II impossible to communicate 
with <tny British Possessions which might he founded in the interior; the 
unhealthinc.~s of the coast lands; and the SI...'Crning aLsence of any ca:-;y way 
into the Zambezi Ri ver, all the known ITI(}uths of which II'crl' cllrscd with 
dilngerou ... and shallow bar..... The {!::-;cO\'ery of the Chim!c muuth. 'which 
aftcrward:-; re\'olutionised the whole question, had not then becn made; or. 
it may he. the Chinrle branch of the Zambczi as an easily na\'igated ril'cr did 
not then exist. f(Jr there have evidentlr been great l111 ctllations in thl! Zambczi 
\)elta with regard to the cour,,;e taken by the principal hody (I f its water. 

Followt~;; tin Li\"in:~stone',; first j{)lIrncy across South Central .. Hnca. a g rcat 
;nterest had :-;prung up in France and Germany regarding the existcnce of the 
reported Central African lakes. The German :'Ifis"ionarics in the pay of the 
Church Missionary Society in East ,Hrica, had di:-;co\'crcd the snow mountains 
of Kenia and Kililllanjaro and had reportcd, from native infonnation, the 
existence of the Victoria Nyanza, of TangiLllyika and of Lake Nyasa. l- ore­
most amongst the A frican explorers of that day, and, at the lime. second in 
importance to Livingstone on ly, was a young lieutenant in the Indian .Arrny­
Richard Francis Burton-who, stationed at .\dcn, had attemptcd the explomtioll 
of Somaliland with a brother. officer named Spcke. Aftcr sume difficulty 
Burton had induced the Geographical Society and I-Ier )'1ajesty'~ Government 
to nrovide" him with the funds for all expedition which \ .... ollid ~tart from 
opposite Zanzibar to discover the great Central African lake or lakes. He 
chose Ueut. Spcke as his companion, and togethcr they discO\·erc<.! Lake 
Tanganyi~a> Speke afterward~ being ui"lpatchcd by Hurton to look for the 
g-reat lake of Ukerewc, which Speke declared with truth to be the main source 
of the Nile and wh,ich he named the Victoria Nyanza. Burton and Speke 
were the first E\lropeans to arrive on the shores of Lake Tanganyika. They 
~ .\plored its northern half, but not very much work was done in the way of 

. Uviniritone .owever came in ~ntact with them when he explored the western shOles or L.\;e 
;.;y~. '. • 
. ~ i~t if.mus' be tli51ioctly statC'd thltt throughout Ihe' whole COUfSe of Livingstone's lirst I\nd second 
la.mued' expediti_ though the PonuJ:l.te!le Government may hl\ve vie .... ed with dilotast .. the interest 
·~·lIlcad . by &I..knd in the Zambezi an4 the interior of East Centnl' Africa, the eOllrtesy and kindness 
~h~~ bf IbeJortuauese a~tiea to'. Living5tone anel the TeR (lr hi~ expedition were prat.ewortby . 
'") ,",,~, .... ~ pat"ticlitan of thia I¥: my Lift uf LitJin,f#Mft. 
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mapping beyond visiting the western shore and mak ing a rough outl ine of the 
northern portion of the lake. Prior to Burlon';o; journey, a young Frenchman 
started from Zanzibar for the I'ame purpose, but had beeu f'Qurdered on the way 
to Tanganyika, and after Burton's exped itiun a German doctor, named Ernst 
Roscher, had set ou t for Lake Nyasa in the rlis!;ui,:,~ of an A rab. He r~ched 
the eastern shore o f the lake at a plncc called Lt:scwa,oll the 19th Nc·vcmber, 
1859, two months after l.il-ingstollc's discoycry. On his attempted return to 
the coast, hO\\"c,-cr, he was murdered- by the \'ao, a murder which was to some 
ex tent :l\'cllgcd by the Sultan of Zanzibar. who brought influence to bear 
on the \' ao chiC'"r." to send the ostensible murderers to Zanzibar to be exeCllted . 
Another German trayel\cr of sUllle celebrity, Barnn yon der Decken, wh(l was 
the first systematic explorer of Kilimanjaro, had attempted to reach Lake 
:\" rasa. but sca rcely got half way. 

Meantimt: Li\·ingstorle, after a r ear's sojou rn in England, had managed to 
scrape together funds for an ot her Cen tral :\frica exploration . He was very 
desirous of resu ming hi s Journeys ill search of uther lake<; to the west of Lake 
.;\yasa. Tra\·clling- by Bombil)" and Zanzibar he fanned at Mikindani at the 
end of "!I.larch. 1866. H e was, [ bc1ie\·c, the first explorer to attempt taking 
with him natin::s of India as guard . .., or soldiers; but it must uc confessed that 
although the empluyment of Indians ;n Central Africa has si nce proved very 
sllccessful, the !\Iuhammadan Sepoys who accompanied ·Li\·ingstonc turned out 
litter failures, and were c\"t..:nlually sent back from j\:Iataka's. a town in the Yao 
country. Li\·ingstone also tried to int roduce the Indian buffalo. an experiment 
not repeated until my rdntrodu ction of this animal from India in 1895. It 
is interesti ng to note that Li\"ingstonc's buffalos passed through the tsetse Ay 
country, and , :,cemingly, \\·erc not affected by the bites o f that ins.ect, though 
they all subsequently died as the- result o f maltreatment at the hands of the 
Sepoys. 

Li\· ingstone again reached the shores of Lake ~ yasa, at its south-oo.!Stcrn gulf. 
on the Slh of ;\ug-ust , 1866: but being unable to cross ,\·itllout a dau he walked 
rig-ht round the southern end, ilnd thence tu rned hi ,; steps northwards. At 
:\larcnga·s town, near the south -\\·est comer of Lake :\"yasa, there were rumours 
of A.ngoni·Zulu raid s, which greatly scared the coast-men of Li ... ·ingstone's 
cara\'an, \\"ho consequently abandoned him here ; and to ex·euse them~cJves 
at Zanziho.r for their ac t of bad faith, they reported, with much corroborati,·c 
detail, the rledth of Lh·i ngstone at the hands o f the Angoni. 

Li\·ingstonc, after thc deserlion of these coast-men (who were native~ of 
the Comon .. Islands) pursued his way northwards, and reached the great 
Luang",a ri\·cr in Dccember, 1866: on the 28th of january, .867, he cros~d 
the Ch'lmbezi ri vcr, which issues fro m the Bangwe()lo marshes, under the name 
of the Luapu!;a. ilnd is in reality the extreme Uppcr Congo. On the 1st of 
April he reached Ih~ S(Juth end of Lake Tanganyika, and for the time being, 
believed it to he a :;eparate lake under the Ilame of Liemba: on the 8th of 
~ovember, 18u7, he oiscovered Lake Mwcru ; on the 18th of ,j uly , IR68, Lake 
Bangweolo. Returning from Bang-weok), he journeyed with an Arab caravan 
from Kazembc's town ncar the south end of Lake M weru, to the west sh~rw 
of Tanganrika, which he crossed to Ujiji, rcaching: that place in March, 186q!l 
After attempting in vai]] to organize a caravan for a journey round the north· 
end of Lake Tanganyika he recrossed the lake to the opposi~ side in july, 
And having joined a large party of A rabs a nd Swahilis, he wandered with them 
in the l\fanyema cfjuntry for lIlany month.". His object was the Lualaba river 
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(the lJpper Congo) of which he had heard much to excite his cu riosity, and 
which river, he believed, with occasional misgivings; to be the Upper Ni le. 
Hut so erratic were the wanderings of the Arabs to and fro in the Manvema 
conn try that Livingstone did not actu ally reach tht'! banks of the Lualaba' until 
l\'l arch, 187 " Resokcd to devote himself now to the tracing of what he 
believed to be the Upper N ile from its source 0 11 the ~yasa-Tangan.yika 
plateau to its en trance inti, the Albert ~yal1za, Living:stone dccided to return 
to Ujij i and renew his stock of trade goous and provisions. H i . .; journey from 
the Lualaba to U jiji was accompanied by indescribable hardships, which 
produced stich an effect on hi s con.<;t itut ;on that they cvcl1tually led to his 
death two years later. Soon after return in~ to Ujij i he mct Henry M. Stan ley, 
who had bccn scnt by the i'kw V(lr,(: lIi'rald to " find Dr, L i\'ing-stonc, li\'ing­
o r dead." 

Stanley's a rri\'al certainly added two years more to Li \' ing-stone's life. as 
by a series of accidents ancl frauds he found himself absolutely dest itute 
of resources after his retu rn to Ujiji. T ogether the two men made an ex· 
prorat ion o f tilt: north end of Lake T anrianyika, and tho.:n journo.:p::d eastwards 
to Unyatl),cmoc, half way to Zanzibar. Here !.i\·ing-st(J11e in..;j,.;to.:d ( ) 11 parting 
·company with Stanley. thoug-h the latter earne!:tly entreated him to retu rn 
to Eu rope; but wi th Living-stone the idea of finding- the ultimate sources of 
the :'\' ile had become almost a monomania. and he was rc.s,)l\-ed not to re turn 
to Europe ul1t il he had mapped the upper waters of the Chambezi and the 
Luapula . together with the river L ualaba, which took its rise in the Katang:a 
Highland s to the \\'e:>t. So he sta rted off once marc for Lake Bang\\"colo in 
August , 1R72, pa,.;sing- roun d the south end of Lake T anganyika, and reaching­
the eastern shores of Lal;e Ban~weolo in the month of A pril. 1 ~73. I\u t his 
race was rlm , and he died a t a village ncar the south end o f thai Il\ar.~hy lake 
on or about thc 1s t of l\-Iay, [g73. 

Meantime Nra,.;aland had not long re-mained without E n>!lish I"lsitors. In 
r 867 Lieut. Young- CUll(\ ucted an expeditiUll to t ile . south end (Jf J .<lke N}'asa 
to examine into the reports as to the murder of Li\'ingslv!l(' by the ;\ngoni. 
Young (who on ly died a fe\\' months ag-o) conducted this cxpcditi011 ill a most 
relTlar"ably successful manner. He left England in the middle (If May, 1(;67, 
reached the Zambezi with three European companions and a steel boat Oil the 
25th of July. jou rneyed with h is baggage in the ,.; ted boat (which \\"as named 
The Srarch l ) and in a Aotil la of smaller boats and canocs up the Zambezi and 
the S hire to the Murchison cata racts; conveyed the steel boat O\'crland to the 
Upper S hire ; reached Mponda's town at the sout h end of Lake Nyasa; 

'l oltected a mass of information which conc\usi\'el)' proved that Li\'ingstone 
was not killed but had started unmolested 011 hi s way to the \Vc,.;t: returned 
to the Zambezi, and reached Eng-land nt the beginning of 1868 after only eig ht 
months' absence. 

Young had beer. greatly helped in his transit of the Shire H ighlands by 
th.e Makololo ,~hom Livingstone had left behind in that dist ric t after his 
Withdrawal from the Zambezi in 1864. Those who have read the well-known 

. ~·.orks dealing with Dr. Living stone's explorations will remember that on 
¥lIS , ~rst journey of discovery up and down the Zambezi he had been accom· 
• paJ;lled .kry cer~ain faithful Makololo PQrters who had followed him from the 
Bar~tse country, on the U?pcr Zambezi. The so--called Makololo were a 
section of " the Bcchuan, people who, leaving Basutoland after tribal 

\ Afld ill still plying on the Shire. 
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disturbances, journeyed across the Kalahari Desert, and established thcmc;clvcs 
in the Barutsc country.' When Livingstone reached Tcte on hi s journey back 
to the East Coast in 1856 he left behind at that place the so·call<"1 Makololo 
(about 25 in number), who had followed him from the Uj)pc r Zamlx;zi. On 
his return in 18;8 he picked them up again and added to their numbers $e"eml 
others who followed him of their own free will all his second visit to lhe 
Darutsc country. 

These men were very useful to his expedition in exploring the Rh'er 
Shire. and were of a masterful nature, easily imposing themseh'es as supe rior 
beings on the. timid Mai'lanja people o f the Central Shire. Wher,.. Dr. 
Livingstone had to leave the country, anxious to put a check 0" the 
depredations of the Yao coming from the east, and the Angoni coming from 
the west, he armed these Makololo, and left them behind to protect the 
Mai'lanja nath'cs. The resu lt was that they very soon constituted themselves 
the chiefs of that cou ntry, and they subsequently played a most imJXftant 
part in checking the advances of the Yao and the Angoni, and in sturdi ly 
resisting any attempts on the part of the Portuguese to conquer the Shire 
countries. 

In 1874 Mr. Faulk ner, who was one of the party accompanying Lieut. 
Young, R,N ., returned to the Shire as a hunter of ~ig game. He was, I 
believe, eventually killed by the natives. He had a son by a native wife 
who now bears his name, and who was the first half·caste, so far as we know. 
bom in the Protectorate. 

Li vingstone's death cAused a tremendous enthusiasm to spl"i ng up for the 
continuation of his work as a Missiona ry and as an Explorer, Cameron 
completed Burton's and Livingstone's map of Lake T anganyika; $t:'lnicy, at" 
Ule expense of the Daily Tclpg-rnph, continued the exploration of '"the Congo 
from Nyangwc, where Li\'ingstone had left it, to the Atlantic Ocean; but in 
Nyasaland proper Livingstone's work was immediately continued by the Scotch 
Missionaries. The Livingstonia Free Church Mission was founded in 1874 
and sent out its first party of Missionaries with a small steamer in sections, 
for Lake Nyasa. in 1875. They were joined, in' 1876, by the Pioneers of 
the Church of Scotland Mis:.ion, who chose the site of the present town of 
.Hlantyre, and established themselves in the Shire Highlands, while the- Free 
Church applied itself to the evangelisation of Lake Nyasa, It is intcrcstin~ 
to note that the leader of thc first Missionary e.xpedition- Dr. Laws- who 
wcnt out in 187; . and the engineer of the first Mission steamer placed on 
Lake N}'asa (the IIa/a, which is still plying). Mr. A. C. S im pson , a re still aliw 
and \\·ell , and hard at work in Nyasaland, the one as a senior member of the 
!\1 ission he has sen'cd so devotedly for twenty-one years, and the other as a 
prosperous planter at Mlanje. 

Shortly aftcr t~le Church of Scotland Mi:ssion had established it!\Clf at 
Blantyre. a young ga rdener, named John Buchanan, was sent from Scotland to 
assist the Mission in horticulture. ~ 

In 1878 Captai.n Frederick Elton had been appoi nted Consul at Moc;ambique, 
and had obtained permission to conduct an expedition to L'lke Nyasa to report 

• llouuu;e i. 'lilted 10 be deril"~d from" Bahurutsc:" uu: name or another fI( tbe Be<:h\l:ln:l StI,11I' 
Th_ Ikdmana ern~ntJi who &ornetilll<::ll aLlied thenlJe\"u the: Mllkololo hlld conquered " he ' .. n't .... 
c:ountry, (rom its nIlIl\"C chier, or Baloi..ce. But .. ,. rn..lte-r o( (act Ihl.1le fano~ M.,1.ololo ",>lIen, whq 
ha,,·c pb.ycd Mlch a P(U1 in the hillOf)' of Nyuatand wcre: ,·cry (ew of them or Bechll:lna hll)lM.i " any "f 
Ihc:m"~ 11111\·"" or Baloi, or kindred mea of Ihc Upper Zambeli. 

• lie ....... the m s orinlrodllcine and plonlinl; the coffee: shruu in Cent..,.l .\Crier. . 

-. , • 
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" on the slave t rade. He was accompanied by Mr. I-I. B. Cotterill , Mr. Herbert 
Rhodes,1 and Captain Hoste. 

With the aid or.·the little Mission steamer Ila/a. Consul Elton explored the 
north end o f Lake N yasa, which he was able to show extended much farther 
northwards than had been supposed by Livingstone and Kirk. This northwa rd 
ex tension o f the Lake \Va!, further verified a few year,; afterwards by numerous 
observations for Latitude taken t.,r Mr. James Stewart, an engineer in the 
employ o f the African Lakes Company. Consu l Elton fi rst made known to us 
the remarkable Livingstone or Uk inga l\l o untains, at the end of Lake Nyasa. 
which attain an altitude, in parts, of nearly IO,OOCl feeL Unnappily Consul 
Elton died in Wunyamwczi on his way to Zanzibar. 

The Missions had not been long established when they found it im possible 

MAS"OALA II OUSE, N f:AIl IIUNn·IlE 

to conduct the na.ess .. lry trade with the natives (for provIsions could only 
be obtainl...-d by barter) and the transport sen-ice between the coost and Lake 
Nyasa, in addition to the ordinary l\'1i ssionary work ; so it was resoh·ed, in 
Scotland. to found a small Company for trade. and transport, subsequently 
styled" The African Lakes Company," which would be affiliated to the 
1\ l i5sions (in so far that its empluy~s should be required to do a certain amount 
of missionary work), but be conducted independently and on a commercial 
basi\;. Two brothers, John \-Villiam Moir and Frederick Maitland Moi r. were 
sent tCt Nyas..'\land a~ ~oint managers. They had been previously at work in 
the employ of th~ late Sir William Mackinnon, o n a road to Lake Tanganyika 
which that philan thropist intended to construct inland from Dar-es-Salam, 
opposite Zamibar. The headquarte rs of the Lakes Company were fixed at 

I Mr. l \,frl,ert Rhode5 .'ia:; a l>1"Othet or :-.ir. (M"· the RiGht JI()oollfllble) Cecil.l. Rhodes. and h:uJ 
c.:IlIe 10 t<.yllSD.l."d 10 ~ll1'o!. blj:: I,""anle. lie II,ccompllnif!<1 Consul t.\ton lUi r~ 1 as the north end of La]."e 
N)oLSa, IUId th,'n relurnl-d to \h .. Upper Shlre. "here he esta1.Jlt.!)C(] himself for some time shoqtilll; 
d~\)hanb. li e gaint<1 II ~r~"tI\ re\lUllition amongst the nlllh·es fot bfll\"er~' lind f.ir deaJiI\g .... i, 
"III '1"'''en 0( II)· Ihe older men a l I lC p~m dllY under the name {Jr " Rnu.' l ie " "liS bunted to unlth 
III 1180 by 11.e: Mehl .. nl,1 ~1!1"l: ... n fire or hi.!; hut - . 

• • • 
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Manda l~ 'l (now a subu rb of lllantyrc), about onc mile fro m the headq uarters 
of the Church of Scotland Mission . Mr. J ohn :r-,"Io:r built a substantia l house · 
there, which still endures; and as he wlIre spectacles he. was called hy the 
natives" Mandala," a name meaning" glass." Ttm, nickname was soon applied . 
to his residence, and gradually came to mean both the Afl ican Lakes Compar.y . , 
and the place where the), sctt!r.:d ncar Blantyre. ;o.'lal ~da la is now the official ! 
name of the headquarters uf the .A frican L;1kcs Companr and of an important 
suburb of Blantyre. 

'I'll.: Church or Scotland Mission in those day~-that is to say at the e nd of 
the scwntics- was under the direclion of two abk men, the Rev. Alexander 
Duff and the late Mr. I h:!lfy I Icnderson, the latter being the bu io; ine ....... manager ; 
and the principal lay member; but it had ntt<lchcd to it al!,Q certain l ... y 
members who were ei ther badly choscn, or who dC\'c1upcd into bad characters ' 
when they came into contact with African sa vag-cry. It i!; only ncccssary to 
specify nne of these-George Fenwick-whuse namt.: cannot Ix.' ignored in the 
hi .~wry uf this l'rott.:ct oratt.:. Tht.:st.: men snon beg:all \0 treat the native~ with 
g- reat harslwess. and taking: ;1( .lvanta~t.: of tht.: dread in \I"hich whi te men were 
hc.:ld, to bully ami extort, and raise thelTIseh"es almost tu thc position of ]ll.!tly 
chicfs. Indeed, in reviewing: all that has hap[Jcncd since Europeans settk-d 
ill this part ,)f l\friGl, I have been increasingly "truck with the rapidity with 
which !'uch members of thc white race as arc not of the best Class, can throw 
over the restraints of ci\'ilisation and develop into Sa\"1lgcs of unbridled lust and 
abominabk: cruc.:lty. Thcse lay members of the Mi ssion attempted to exercise 
a kind of jurisdictilfll OH!r the natives in the vicinity of the Mission stations, 
and so .~evcre wen! thcir punishmcnts that onc natin: was sentenced to death 
and wa!; shot, while other llati\'I~S actually died from the awfV I Aoggings 
they recei ved. Two Eliglish sportsmen, returning from Nyasaland, conveyed 
the ncws of thesc out rages to the consular authuritics in Portuguese East 
Africa; thc Forci~n O fflCc too k up the matter, and c\"cntually the Church 
tlf Scotland Mission sent nut commissioners to hold an enquiry into the 
cha~gc.~. l\"lr. Xnlll·.~, H . M. Vicc-Co~slll at Qw . .:li manc, rcpresented Her 
.MilJe.~ ty".~ Govcrnment nn thi~ cnquiry, which re.~llited in the charges being 
III gn:a t measurc PTO\·L'tt.t The ordained minister who was a t the head of the 
Mission 'II Hlant}'Tc rt.:sigm:d; thoug:h ill) blame \\'as imputed to him, as he did · 
lint possess lhe mCiins of controll ing: the actions of hi" subordinates. But after 
\\"hat had OCClllTl:rl he preferred to withdraw from the Mission ~ Mr. John 
Buchanan also 0\ \ this lillle left the Mission, and set up for himsel f ill­
dcpenden~I}'.' as a coffee planter. G!.:vrge Fenwick and other lay members 
or thc 1",bsslOn . whu wcre implicated in the deeds rcfl~rrcd to, were dismissed, . 
and the nr.~t-mcntioncd II"cnt to livc among: the nati\·l.!s as an elephant hun ter. 
111 1881 thc ]{e\·:-.. I). ( '. Scott and Alexander I lcthcrll"ick came ou~ to Africa 
and took. char;.!!.; o f the Church of Scotland Mis!'ilJll, implanting- on its work 
a v:ry dIfferent. chilractc~ to. the ill-fame which h;ld temporari ly clouded its 
carl ler days ('\I'111!.: to the llllsdeeds of its lay assistants_ The ind irect result , 
however, of the increasing- British sett lement in 1'ivas;lIand' was to induce Her ' 
Majesty's GO\'crnmcnt to c:it.lblish a British COl;~\11 for Nyasa, and in 1883 

. '1!'e ,:v;dc~cc I!~ll"",,,d 1,y lhi, C""'hli~,;o" ",uk"" "'cr)" painful readinj(. a nd further {~ .. tiatioll on 
lhl51uuJeet 1$ nellhcr n~"<X"",,,,)" "or desi rable_ 

~
. S<:c an cx«:lIcndy \\"rill,·n.l,,~,k ,""lied. A(r;,...,111_ by the Rc\·. Alc,,:,"dcr Duff (Sampsoll Low & Co.) . 

. r lhc )",.1 h",,,~s C,'er ..... rlll,'" "" AfrlCll. . 
~ litl v lhi~ lime ~IC AfriClln Lakc~ '_\mll"'-ny had I'IRCC<.llh<'i. ,,,,Bll st .... m«, TIw 1M? NJ"Zl#, 'on the 
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( 'apt. Foot, R.N., went to Want)'te with his wife and chil<!ten, takin"g. with hini 
.\1 r. O. Rankin as private ~ecretary. 

DUI lng all these-years the Makololo chiefs had become increasingly powerful. 
,\( first they hau seemed disposed to welcome the Briti . ..;h, but there were times 
1\ !1 .. :1l they became arr('gant and exacting in their demands. Still, on the 
Irholc, they were a \'uluabk: counterpoise I() the aggressive Vao, some of whom 
Ix; ... amc highway robbers and riAce. the Mis"ioll ami .'\[riean Lakes Comp<lnfs 
,-aravans. There were two of the l\.'lakololo chicf.~ s]Jl:c ially promincnt­
]{amakukanc and Chipat111a. Ramakllkanc was seemingly of real l\'lakololo 
ori<Tin, and had been the ,;011 of a ch ief or headman in the Barutse country. 
wh';', had accompank-d I.il"ing:stone back to Nyasaland, after his second visit 
In the Barutsc country. Chipatula was one of Lil·ingstone's old porters. 
Ratnllkukane was established al Katu ng:a on the Central Shire, and Chip"1.tllla 
at or ncar the modern Chiromo, whp.rc the river Ruo joins the S hire, and where 
the present Anglo- Purtuguese boundary funs. Rll111akuk<lne was, un the whole, 
frienrl1y to the Europcans. Chipatula chiefly concerned himsdf ill repelling 
the attempts of the black Portuguese from tho:; /;a1llbc~~. i to establish themselves 
as slal'e trarfers on the Shire. H e not only kcpt these half-Gblc.~ at bay, bllt 
e\'en extended his rule far down the Shi re towards the Zambczi. The George 
Fenwick of whom I hal·e made mention, after leaving the "crvice of the 
:'li~;sion had set up for himself as a trader and elephant hunter. He was a 
headstrong, lawless mall, whu inspired fear and admiration alternately, in the 
minds of the natives. lie had had scveral commercial transactioils in selling 
ivory for Chipatula, and I'i~ited that chief at Chiromo in 1X84 to settle accounts 
with him. B(.th mcn had becn drinki ng- spirits; Chipatula refused tIJ accept 
1'Lnwick's ·/crsion .,f accounts and applied upprobrious terms to him. FCllwick 
... :r,rled up in II rage and :;hut Chipatu la dead. Before the chiers astonished 
followers could take an)' action he rushed ou t of the hut towards the river 
.;hore, alld shouted to them, " Your chief is dead, 1 alll }four chicf !lOW," but 
seeing that the natives wel'e rather morc incl ined to avenge Chipatula's death 
Ihan to adopt his slayer as hie; succe!1lior, he gut into 11 can()C at the rivCI !'ide, 
and paddled across thc ril·cr to Malo Island. Here for three days he k-d a 
wretched existence attempting to defend himself from the attack.~ of thc 
n;.tives. He was a t la~t overcome and killed, and his head was cu t ("lrf, The ·, 
Ma·kololo chie f." then becarne quite inimical to the white scttlers. They shot 
;11 "nd su nk the little steamer Lad)' Nyasa, and they sent iln insolent messag: 
10 Blantyre, demanding that Mrs. Fenwick, the wife of the adventurer, should 
1J\' delivered over to them, together with an enormous sum as compensation 
fflr the death of Chipatula. Consul Foot finally succeeded, with the help .of 
Ramakukane, in restoring peace, and Mr. John Moir recovered the Lad}' Nyasa . 
('ollsul Foot, however, died not long afterwards from the effects of the fatigue 
;tIId anxiety he had undcrgont:!. Chipatula was succeeded by a man named 
' ·:Jau ri, also one of Llvingston<..'s men, but not friendly to the British; and old 
R;unakukane dit..-d. -The deme'lnour of the Makolol() as the years went by 
I)(""<:ame inqeasingly insolent and hostile towards the Europeans, English as 

Jl as PQrtuguese. 
In 1§81 'a fresh element of British influence had appeared on the shores 
Lik~ Nyasa, in the arrival of the Rev. W_ P. Johnson and Mr. Charles 

nson~ of the Universities Mission to Central Africa-that MiSSion .Wh~· " 
i~~. Ma~~pzie, had died near Chiromo on the Shire in, i.862. It .' 
m~~_~,.~t 't~ Universitie5 Mission had been found~at the in .ce 

.' .\, \ . 
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of I.iving'~tone, but after establishing itself in the Shire highlands in 1862 had 
been obliged to quit that country owing to the: h.()st:,iitics ShOW~l by the Vao. 
!:!incc that t ime the Missioll had concentrated lbel ( <t t.Zarl7.lbar, and had 
foun ded slatioTls fill the East Coast of :\frit:iI. That n':ilily g-reat rna1 , ~Iishop 
Steere, the third 'If the Mis.~if) t1ary bishops to Ct,;lllra] :\(rica, had sd h i$ heart 
Oil reopening work in ~)'asal "nd. He walkcd \>\'crland from lhe ~nd;an 
Oceall to the cast coa_~t uf tht: la ke. SlIb>'Cql1cntlr Li'lkc Nyasa was reached 
by the I<cv. W. I'. Johnson, accompanie<l by Mr. Char/r:s Janson . The latter 
fell ill, and died ,)11 tJll; shores of Lake ;-":yasa In hi" will he oc-queathed a 
s,lIn of !n(Jllcy f'Jr the construction of a i\1is-,;;on steamcr to be placed on the 
lake. Other suiJoicriptions were raised , and eventually tht: (.llIlrli'.r Jonson wa~ 
laun ched on Lake :'-:ya",L, where she slill t:si"ts. The Rev. Chauncey Alap les 
and uther reL;n1its fm)11 the l\'l ission had meantime juined Mr. J oh nson. HishofJ 
Stt:l'rt: had beelL SIH.:cc(:cbl by Bishop Sm}"thies,l \\'ho if anything ·.ook an 
incrt:ased interest in the e.~t'lblishlllellt uf his 'fission Oil Lake Nyasa, to which 
lakt· he piLid repeilkd \"Isits. Thc Hc\". C halllLCc-," :\'laples was made Arch. ..... 
deacon o f i'\Y;lsa.~ Seeing- the troublous condition of the Va!) countries, and 
the shores of LIke -" yasa, where thc lInfurtunate .\.n}'ilnja inhabitant,; were 
alternatdy raided br l\hgwang"\\"aril,~ Arabs ;l1ld Vao, tht: Univt:rsit ics Mission 
n:slllvcd to t:oilablish its hl:adqllart<Jrs on the Island of L ik':Jma, which is distant 
aboLlt t:i;.:-h t Hliks fr01ll tILt: t:ilSt (;OHst of I.akt: Nya";t, awl cun~'(lIK'ntly is not 
so subject to tht: attacks of the Mag:\\"an;,:-wilra ~) r Yao. 

"fht: I. iving-.~tuniil Missiun l1Iuk:r the able g-uirlancc of Dr. I<obcrt Laws, 1>1.1). 

had bL"t:1I (ur ycars makin~ steady pr(J'~ress on the west !':oast o f Lal.:e Nyasa . 
T h!,:i r first experimcnts at l"ap~' Milclc;tl"~ a prOlllollt,wy which d ivides the 
sOllthefll clld of th e.: lal(t: into two gulfs, were 110t vcry sllccessful. The settle­
ment of i.il·ing-stouia.- ll'ilich still exists but where.: only native adheren ts o f 
the l\1i ssion dwdJ al tht: prcs<:Ht time,-prm'cd to Ix: extremely unhealthy for 
Ellropeans. ;111(1 man)' missioll<trit:s diL'fl there. I k Lal\'s decided, therefore, 
to transfer lhe headquarters uf the /'vlissioll to Jtl11c1i1I1't:, about midway up the 
west coast of the lake, a plac<: in the middle of the .'\ tOIlg-a country. Here the 
Free Church Mission WilS confronted \\"ith a n immediate difficulty in the shape 
of the ;\n~ol1i-Z(Jlu of the interior, who were gradually exterm inating and 
enslil\'in!~ the indi;.:-ell()lIS people of the lake-coast, known as the Atonga, who 
\\Tre related,.iLl urig-in to lh<.; A-nyanja stock. The Free Church Mission ,· 
therefore, set itself to wurk to concil iate the Ang"olli. a nd obtained such 
Influence 0\ ~'r thclII. after Sllmc ycars, that they stopped to a great extent their ' 
fait \:; over the (;oa~1 PL·I)P\c· At any rate the I-.I issioll statioils served as a 
har?(.u r ~,~ reruge f"r the harried ;\tung-a, who were even tually able to recover 
th~'lr pl)~lt: {)l1 and assert thcmsdves against the jn v'lders. 

Ahout the end o f the seventies the Londoll Missionary Society resolved 
to take up Tallg:;lnyik a ao; 0\ sphere of work. Their journeys thither were made 
{J\'erl~nd fro!n Zanzibar; but when the}' decided to have a steamer placed 
011 1 an~:111)"1kil the), (1"1I11Id it .e.asier to send its sections by the Lake Nyasa 
rou te. I he c:o.;plurer. Jo.~cph. 1 hamsun, had reached the north end of Lake 
Nyasa in I Silo, and had journeyed .thence to Tan;.:-anyika. This · exploratil>n 

. 1 l)iL-d al ."'R on his "-:I)' I >;1C~ 10 El1l:]nnd in 1894, worn out by I~n yC3.ts uf inCtSsanl toile.nd pb)'lii:il "': 
fRUi:~c. ' . 

! !leeaon" l!i~h01' uf I.iknn,,, in 18<)" anti was ,lrow1\cd in ' 1.."lI<" Nyasa a (~monlhs aft~rwUd"bi :-
'h~,~'.inl:.'" hi. hol.1 in" ~I<."m. .. : .' ' ., . 

A ~L":Il"n uf III<: AnJ;QnL·Z,,1u. ~s'ah!o~h,~1 ta,t of I.ake Nyasa. 
Nan'L~llo)' L il"ir.gslOnc af1 ~, Ihe ASlWnnl11cr.Royal of Cape Town. 



HISTORY 

kId ;...,;sisted in fixing the relative posit ion of the two lakes and showing: that 
Ii).: I"nd transit between them did not much exceed 200 miles. Tnt: African 
l.akes Com pall}' \l1erc entrusted with the contract for conveying: the LondGJl 
.\l lssi~lIlary Society'.'! stea mer from Nyrtsa to T,lI1ganyika, an cnkrprisl:! SIICCCS!'I­
fully accomplished in i88S. Mr. J ames Stevenson, a director of the Lakes 
Company, was struck with the inca o f making a permanent roar! from lake 
to lake, and subscribed a sum 0(,'1 believe, /'1000 or £3000. for the purpose 
<If making preliminary surveys. T he Stevenson road. however. WiLS never 
com pleted, but the route it was to follow was roug:hly c1c;ircd for about sixty 
lIl]cs from Lake N yasa. The eng-incl:rs concerned in thi .'i wu; k died of fever, 
al10 furthe r o pe rations were checked by the uut break of war with the AraLs. 
The London Missionary Society did not, at fir.~t, think mu ch uf the Lake 
\:)'a,;,: route to Tan ganyika, but prcf<.!rred the on .: rland journcy from Zanzibar. 
They thercfore devoted thei r attention more to the middle portioll of the lake, 
t:~pcciahy the west cuast opposite to Ujij i, and c~tablished thl:ll1sdVl:S here 

f: 
the ,island of Kavala. T he unhealthiness of Ih i ~ pl ace, h('II'CVcr, and the 

ublcs which began to ari se on T anganyika after the first Hc1 :.:: ian expeditions, 
I from the subsequent upri .~il1g against the Gcrman~, uhlig-cd the London 

bsionary SUCif!ty'S ag-ents tu alter their plans. Thc}" transfcrrcd thei r 
~:ablishments to the south end of the lake, in urder to be brought int() more 
li rerl comm unication with the British settlements in Nyasaland. 

i The first serious danger \,'hich may be said tu h .. ve menaced the infaln 
lsettlements in Nyasaland, \Va!'i the; trouble with the Makolnlo chids. to which 1 
·ha\·c already referred. The next danger, and a much m()rc seri uus one, 
,( rese from the conflict with the Arabs who had settled at tIll' north end of 
Lake Nyasa. \Vh"n Livingston!:: and Kirk first cxplored Lake Nyas,a the), . 
prac,ically onl y found the Arabs established in a few placc.~-at om: or other 
of the ports on what is now the Portug'uest' coast of Lake Nyasa, and ill 
1\.0lakot<l 011 the western shore of the lake; 1 at Whlcl l btter place [.iving:stf)lle 
visitcd an .A. rab settlement under the control of a person called " J umbc;' 

:who was a Cvilst Ar.1b, and a representative or Willi of the Sultan of Z .. m:ibar. 
Jcmbe means" prince" on the m'linland op]XJsite Zan zibar, and the Sultan had 
110 doubt chosen as his represcntative a Inan who went to N yasa for trade 
purposes . principally, but who was of sufficiently g:ood s tanding- to c:..:crcisc 
Some ,;how of autho!ity, in the Sultan's name, over the Arabs. wanderin~ in 
those regions. \Vhen I use the term " Arabs ,. I mean both Arabs with white 

.skins of pure blood (and u:::ually natives of 'Oman or of Southern Arabia) 
':l11d every degree of in termixture and ty!-'c between the Arab and the negro, 
~u that some of our so-caned Arabs in Nyasaland are quite black. though in 
.lI ·e shape of their features or in their b..~ards, they may retain traces of the 
H~ le~mixture of a superior race. Hut all these so-called Arabs are sha rply 
dJ~tln.gllished from the ordinary n';!groes by dressing in Arab costume, using the 
..\ raolc language, and by being stricter and more intelligent in their practices 
" f th'! Muhamlfladan religion. 

The first interference of the Arabs with Nyasaland was merely to secure 
.! passage across the lake in thei r caravan journeys to the countries of Senga. 
Lu bisa, ~nd Luwemba, which journey!> were un~crtaken for ivory, or slaves, and 
~1:ld ,;:ommenced, as I have already relat~, by their following hack into South 
.cntral J~Jri~·.the .Babisa caravans that formerly traded with Zanzibar. :-rThe 
. : "NJ'II¥.Irolt.'I·~ tbe IIIItivl.'l' call it, the Aral.; having co:rupted the n3m" i~lo the ellier prunul .• 

:::,t,'>n qr .KG».... . . 
. ' .... , 
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. d h se1 . t \ stockades in the Seng;I 

Arab!', howc\'cr, soo~ estabhshc t em ves 111 ,s, rOI g. Then the), began 
country. through which the great Lllan,gwa RI\ er f10~s'kt! 1'\ 'asa the direct 
to adopt as an ahemativ!! route to the Journey across ~a .!) , . ann 
jounu.:y 'rr~m Zanzibar overland across the ~}'asa-Tang:atly'ka plat~~~,;ected 
gradually the ~Irong Arab domin ion on Lake Tangan~'I;\bccameThe Arab:'o 
with the scttlements in the Sengn country and 011 Lake Ny~ \\1 • an 

had also found " friend and ally III I' creTe, 
intelligent and enterprising chief of the Wa-~'Ulg~ 
people, who had his capi tal in the IHgh m?U!ltaI1l0~ . 
region to the north of Lake ~yasa. In their JounlC}S 
to and fro between Senga and the sea coast, by way 
of the Kyasa-Tanganyika plateau, the f\rabs became 
struck with the magnificent fertility and the wealth 
in cattle of the Nkonde country at the north end ?f 
Lake N rasa. A certai n Zanzibar Arab, named Ml01l,1 
appears to have commenced by trading in the country, 
and gradually proceeded to su rround hi s trade est.ab­
lishmcnts with stockades and by degrees take fOrci ble 
possession of this delectable land. 1\110z! had, '~'ith 
se\'er;!l other Arabs,established strongtradmg stations 
ill the Senga country, and was almost a prince among 
slave traders. But 1\1\01.i's schemes were not to be so 
easily accomplished. PriQ to his settlement in the 

~kondc counlrr, or simultaneous wi(h it at any rate, Ie Lakes COmp,Ul)' had 
obtained a fOOling at Karonga for the purpose of opening up communicat ion 
with Lake Tanganyika. 

Thc Lakes Company had employed amongst other Europeans two notable 
men to conduct the expedi tions which transported the London Missionary 
Socicty's steamer in sections from Nyasa to Tanganyika. These men wcre 
Lo\\ Montei th Fotheringham and John Lowe Nicoll. Mr. Fotheringham had 
becomc finally their agellt. at Karonga, on the north· 
west coast of Lake Xyasa, while 1\·l r. Xicollwas chiefly 

JOHN I.OWg 1'1001.1. 

employed on T;IIlg-anrika and in goi ng backwards and 
forll'ard~ octwCCIl Nyasa and Tanganyika. Fothering4 
ham \\"a~ a m'ln of ,"cry 1'Irong character and upright 
disposition, -;cvcrc occasionally with the natives in 
maintaining thc lal\'s which he laid down for the 
maintenanc~ of, or~cr, b~t of great bravery, and 
absolutely JtI~t 111 Ius dcahngs, No qualitics ensu re 
a . mal1 f,!"rcat\!r favour amongst the negroes than 
mingled firmnc~ ... and justice; and the natives of the 
!lOrth cllC.1 of Lake Xyasa, the l\Iambwc of the Nyas.14 
r anganYlka plateau. and the Atonga of \Vest ~lyasa, 
ca~e by degrees to look upon i\1 r. Fotheringham 2 as 
their natural leader and champion. The Arabs under 
~lIozi ~ga:n to press their rule on the :\konde fX.'Op!e. 
filc \\ ;mkonde looked to Fotheringham for ad"ice and protection I' II . 
I",n 

"
.. t fi I d·· I· I . r . • Q lerlll .... -, as a rs ISL1lC mec to mtenere III the quarrels, as he fea red that the 

I MtOl! means in S~hm ~'an almond Irec": b.l1 [CK t the .. . 
from \[UIOZl f:: II .orctrerl In Iht dialectl spoken in Iht Sen .... : B. rW .den,...hOll of lbe word I.l 

• Whnm the)" calii'd M{IDli,i, from In Africani.inl of ~-5I!Cond':.:ml"n. 

, 
• , 
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resul ts of a fight \~ ith the Arabs might seriously prejudice the Lakes Company's 
position, and cut off communication with Lake Tanganyika i but he was not 
long left the choice· of remaining neutral, for the Arabs appear to have come to 
the conclusion that the conquest of all the Nkonde country was impossible 
until they had first d riven Ollt the British traders and !\J issionaries; for two 
missionaries, the Rev, 1\1 r. Bail~ and Dr. Kerr Cross,l had already settled at the 
north end of Lake Nyasa in th~ service of the Frcc Church Mission. or 
courSe much of the fric tion that had arisen between the Arabs and the Lakes 
Company's agent came from the undoubted sympathy which the British t raders 
showed for the \\"an kondc in thc'ir hopeless struggle against the Arab forces, 
One fact may be cited in particular as an example of the atrocious way in 

GROUI' 01' II'A",KOSDY. tNO RTH S\'ASA) • 

whi,ch the Arabs conducted this war of conquest. The \Vankonde, who wer 
entirely and on ly armed with spears. had been defeated in an engagement with 
the Arabs, and took refuge on the banks of the Kambwe lagoon, on the shore 
of Lake Nya~a The Arabs surrounded them, set fire to the dry reeds, and 
compelled the wretched Wankonde to cnter the water, where hundreds of them 
were devourad br crocodi les, and large numbers were shot. stabbed. or 
drowned,! Se\'(:r al refugcc.~ from this and other fights found their way into the 
Lakes Company's station, which was then unfortified, Mr, Fotheringham's 
~e(u:"<ll to give them up and his answering the Arab threats by commencing to 
Olttfy Karon~a were no doubt the causes which decided the Arabs to make 

an attac~ on 'the Karonga station , Fortunately before this attack took place 

I Dr, Kerr C'ros. is J;till servinG as It llltdical missio~ in this (art of Africa, where he has done 
\ R'?Od &m~:mj.:St the: nath'('$, as "" til u having nuutd mto r<:OO\'try many sick EU~lleRIl5: , 

bQok For . faHhful deo;c.riJ)tion of these hQrror. see pp, So, 8 1, and tl2 of the !alt Mr, FotherinGham " 
~1hM1I1"'fP In "')'#la/mid (Sampson Lc:>.,.), 



• 

74 BRIT1SH CENTRAL AFR ICA 
• 

• r i\'OO. i\1r. Nicoll arrh·ed fro":l Talf'ganyika a,n~1 the 
rClllforccmcllts I,cre rcce r 5 h ~ 'usa brinfT1Il<1 Consu l (7i'\ c llI of 
r I t r //(lln retumed .rom out .) 0 ~ d ' 
Itt e ~ c~me d ' 1 A!fi cd Sharpe and twO other .... entleml!n who ha decided 
M~amb,quc, an I ' r. r • I e<tb t l e ~rabs 
~o come to the rescue of the Europeans t lrcaten y h 1 h tI . A b 

Karonrru was attacked and be;;icged for days t oug lC •. {a s ~\'~re 
11 : <:> lsed after desperate fighting; but eventually the Bntt~ 1 I~OSltIOn 

fina }' rcpu became uTltcn:1ble, and after comm unicating the 
news of his dangerous situation to the .~tanager 
at MlLIldala, l\1r. Fotheringham, !\''Ir. N Icoll, and 
the others who 'had joined them, decided to with­
draw with the Wankondc chiefs in to a part of 
the country where they would be better sheltered 
(rmn the Arab attack. They removed most of 
their goods in canoc::s, ab~ndoned the s tation at 
Karonga, and rcmallled 111 the cou~try. at the 
extreme north end of the lake untIl rem force· 
menls arrived. Amongst the volun teers who 
came to their aid, were Mr. Consul H awes .and 
Mr. John ~'l oi r. The arrival o f these s light 
reinforcements and the aid of fi ve thousand 
natives enabled i\1 r. Fotheringham to attack, 

JO II S \\'. \lOIN enler, and partially destroy ;\'llozi's stockade at 
;\[pata (in which altack both i\ l r. A lfred S harpe 

and Mr John !,'Ioir were ,,·ounded). But thc nati\'c allies abandoned the 
stockade after having IOt1ded themselvcs with loot and the whi tc..<l had to 
retreat without consummating their defeat of the Arabs by the destruction 
of all their stockades. After this all the volunteers returned to South 
Nrasa and Messrs. Fotheringham, Nicoll, and Kerr Cross lived for a time 
al Chirenje, to the nortlHI'c5t of Karonga, while the Arab5 regained to some 
extent thei r former position, though they never were able actively to assume the 
offensivc. Earl}' in l\"larch, more volunteers returned to North ~yasa . \Vith 
them camc ~Ir. John Buchanan (Acti ng Consul) and ) Ir. Fred Moir. joint 
manager. of the Lakes. Co. ;\Ir. Buchanan attempted 
I? nc<.;otlatc a peace WIth the Arabs, but the !legolia. 
tlOlh had no. result. ll ost ilities II'crc then resumed 
bu~ i\lr Fred !\Ioir was severely wounded, and agilil~ 
Ol~r lng to the \'acillation of their nati\·c allies thc British 
f:uled. to SCore any great success. 

\\ h;n the news of this figh ting at the north end of 
I;akc ;..; yasa rcach7d the Ouler world, several gentlemen 
\oluntccred to ~SSlst the L..kes Company, the principal 
among thc.<lC bcll1g Capt. Lugard,1 who was constituted 
~y t~e L1.k;s Company the Com mander of their forces 
~n. North Nyasa. Capt. Lugard was subsequently re. 
JOined by M T. Alfred Sharpe,~ by Mr. Richard Crawshay 
(\\'ho had also come to the country as a hunter), by Mr. Joh n :\fo ir, and others. 

: r.:ow Major ~ugaru, c.". • 
No" Hel MAJnl?;;" l}epul)· Com i~ II Cons I 

10 hunl tlcpbAnll ."d· me b h m . Cr An . ~. Mr. Sharpe originally callie 10 Nynsa land 
"'ilh Con~\l1 O'N('il] in It n;an'::er ea:~ of \hcedL.J,:~flCotn~nY'1 dj~l rt' .. he canlt: to tbeir "'i.~ISl. nee 
§(lUlh I f) '«Ol"l:! he returned .. ·ilh C. >f. Q 'n'~ re III. er helllg wounded .ml I'roc:eetIing lrl th L· 
up g'·e.land AI the head of II I ........ " II~._ .ul: ... ,,1 and fou.gtll 011\ Ihe 'e!il (){ Ihe campll ll.'ll, 1l1llrchinl: ... - um ...... or "tongA. 

• • • - • 
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~Ir. Frederick Moir, whose arm ... had lx.--en severely wounded, had returned to 
Scotland 0 recover his health. , -rom thence he succeeded in sendi ng out a 
7_poundcr gun, a3 it was felt the Arabs could only be adequately fought 
with artillery. But unfortunately, althoug h this gun ultimately reached its 
destination, it was not provided with the right kind of ammunition. Its 

)1R, Al.FIUtO SIIAII.I'R I S iSgo 

she~s merely d,'i l)cd round holes in the tough stockades which, being made of 
''\It cs and mud, did not otTer su fficient resistance for a real breach to be made 
~ good deal of damage was done to 'the Arab .. who wcre shut up in their 
o~~:essc ... ;mel much inconvenienced for lack of food, but the British, on the 
In Cr hand, suffered severely. havin<T olle of their officers killed and several 
fr:e ~r l~ss sev~rcly wounded, bc:ides the terribl e ill-health which resuhc:<l 
Lu f rtlghtlllg dunng the rainy season Amongst the wounded was Captalll 

ga w~o returned to Blantyre, got his wound partially healed, and then 

• • 

• 
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once more took ¢ommand at Kal'onga. Captain Lugard ~l1ally quitted XYa.!'a_ 
land in the spring of 1889. fi nding it impossib l~ to br~ng the A rab war to 
a conclu!;;on without disci pl ined troops and effic ,en~ art.llet)'. . , 

An attempt was made by Si r Charles Euan-Smlth, Her ~fnJesty s Consul. 
General at Zanzibar. to induce the Sultan of that place to mtervene, and to 
bring the waf to a conclusion by com l~lIing t.he Arabs to come to terms 
with the l3ritish. The Sultan accordlllgty d ispatched an c,w oy, but he 
commanded \"cry litt le weight in the cou nci ls, of t~e Seng~ Arabs, who 
considered thcmsekcs qui te independent of the S ultan. s authority. 

The conscq ilenccs of this war with the Arabs. which wa~ clearly knO\\"n 
by the nal;\'cs of ~yasaland to be a war for the suppressIon of the slave 
trade, aroused a good many expressions of ill-feel ing against the English on 
the part of the Muhammadan rao on the east coast or Lake Nyasa, Mr, 
John Buchanan, who had been .\ cting Consul si nce the departure on leave 
of Mr. Hawes, attempted to open up friendly relations with Makanjira, the 
Vao chid on the sou th-cast coast of the lake, He paid him a visit with the 
Rev. W. P. Johnson, in the 1\'\ ission steamer, the Charles j ll1tSOll, To their 
su rprise, howe\'er, they had no sooner landed than they were seized, stri pped 
of their clothes, and grossly maltreated T hey were imprisoned in huts, 
and Makanjira annou]lc(.'(\ hi" in tention of killi ng them, and would probably 
ha\'e done so. but fo r the persuasion of some Zanziba r .-\rabs, who represcnted 
that their death~ would certainly be avenged, and that the S ultan o f Zanzibar 
would hold them-the in tercessors-responsi ble, after wpat had occurred, if 
English SUbjL-ctS were killed in their presence, and wit hout remonstrance on 
their part. i\ lakanjira accordingly held his captin!s up to ransom. T hey 
were obliged to write to' the engineer of their steamer, which was in the 
offi ng, to ~cnd on short: an enormous supply of trade goods and ship's 
:H~rcs. \\ hell thes:c things arrin::d l\lakanji ra released them, though he 
nel thcr restored theIr clothes nor the pcrsonal property of which they had 
~n rob~d, i\ l r. Buchanan , the Acting Consul, had even been whi pped 
With a ~hlkotel by i\1~kanjira's orders-not scvcrely, bu t just with two or 
three stripes to show IllS contcmpt for thc British . 

. A fte~ a little \'acillation the Arabs of Tanganyika had decided not to join 
w]tl,' theIr fellow countrymen in the war aga inst the Briti sh a nd indeed after 
a .llttle. more. deliberation. tha~ ,seelio.n ,u nde.r the orders ~f T iputipu! had 
d~tcrmmcd to protect the British m]SSlonanes on L.'1ke Tanganyika from 
\']ul~I.,ee at tl~c hand:. of anr other Arabs who might, in consequence of thcir 
~pnsm!;r a~alllst ~hc ~crllli\ns, have resolved to assassinate all E uropeans 
111 the ,lIltc~]or. LlkewlSc the ,-\rab settlement at Kotakota which was under 
the thIrd ~n "u,ece~~ion of" Jumbes," who continued to be the 'WoN of the 
~ha~d of Zanz]b:~r, r~oh'ed, to remai n neu tral. Generally speaking it may 

sa] t~at at thiS erlS]S the mAucllce of the Sultan of Zanzibar was ~xercised 
slrollgl.J' 11\, favou.r of the British. Had hc not compelled leacc and a good 
un?ecdrst~nd11lg With thcm, all the Arabs of Central Africa ~vou ld have g lad ly 
UllI t 11\ a war to drive ll- ou t of L k ,,- I' I 
succeeded in doin ," a ',e I~ )'asa, anc would have doubt css 
it was found \'ery ~'ffi' a~ III t~ose days 0\\:11lg to d iffi culties with the Portuguese, 

T I I . I cu t to ]ml:lOrt supplies of guns and ammunition 
Ie gcn~ra . s]\tmtion in British Central Africa hefo I was .• ally 

connected wIth Its fortunes, was as follows. , re person 

~ A, ... hip of hipl'opoLamm hidc-, 
\\ hom, or COUI'St', Lht' HriLi5h will call II Tippoo.tib." 

• • • • 
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In ~hc Batutsc country, a strong kingdom of large extent) existed a ruling 
caste of Bechuana (who. had fir!>t organised the territories o,n the Upper 
Zambcz.f into a Iil-rge klllgdom, ~nd had been subseq uently dispossessed of 
power to !JOme extent by f,evolutlon) and tht! descendants of the old rulers, 
\\ho were of BalDi, or Balul, stock. These latter had replaced in sovereign 
power the J3e<:h.uan~ I kin~s. j~u.t otherwise. the go~ernmen l of the ~pper 
Zambeti countrlcs III their poh~lcal tendenCies tcmamed much what ]t was 
in the days when Li vingstone first discovered Barutseland. Eastwards of the 
Barutse coun try, the lands of the llashikulombwc, of the Batonga and Manika, 
remained in a state of utter barbarism, fiercely reca1citra\1t to European 
researches. Little was known of the coun try since the explorations of Kirk 
and Livingstone; Or. Emil Holub, an Austrian explorer, had been repulsed; 
i\lr. Selous, who had penetrated farthest into this part of Cent ral .4 frica, was 
3\t:\cked and obliged to fl y for his life; and Jesuit Missionaries had either been 
maltreated, killed, or expelled, in their attempts to penetrate these countries-. 
On the lower part of the great Luangwa river, the countr}' was harried by black 
chieftains from the Zambczi. who called themselves " Portuguese." on the 
strength of remote Goanese descent. I n the Scnga and Lubisa countries. 
Arabs and Swahilis were carrying on the slave trade. and gradually establishing 
themselves in the land by means of building stockaded town s. At the south 
end of Lake Tanganyika there were one or two missionaries settled and 
building. At the north end of . Lake ),lyasa a war between Arabs and Scotch 
traders had been goi ng 011 for two years. l\Iissionaries were peacefully at work 
in West Nyasaland, but on the east coast of the lake their work was 
paralyscd by the hostil ity of l\'lakanjira. The Yao, who, since Livingstone's 
first arrival in the country, had gradually conquered much of the Shire 
Highlands. and had established themselves at the south end, and along the 
~u th-east and south-west coasts of Lake Nyasa. were engaged, either in 
lIlcessant civil war amongst themseh·es. in attacks on their weaker neighbou rs, 
or in hostilities against the British . . In the Shire Highlands coffee-planting had 
al ready begun under Mr. Buchanan, who had been joi ned by two of his 
brothers, and under Mr. Sharrer, a British subject of German descent, who 
ha? established himself as a planter and trader in Nyasaland. In the Shire 
HLgrylands the missionaries of the Church of Scotland i\'I ission had acquired a 
consL~crablc in nuence, an innuence justly due to their high character and thei r 
devotion to the interests of the natives, but an influence whiet, at that time 
they were too much inclined to exercise with the view to governing the country 
~~cm~lves, independently of Consuls or other reprcscntati\'cs of Her Majesty. 
I he Tlval to the Scotch Missionaries, as a governing body, was the African 
Lak:s Coml>any, \\'hich was half hoping for a Charter. and was striving to 
obtaL.n from the native chiefs a concession of governing rights. Sometimes 
the .LI1terests of the Lakes Comp.'lny and the Mission were conRicting, and 
~tt LIl!rc;que~t~y the. t\~·o or ~hrce independent planters c?~ld agree with neith.cr. 
hhe UnLverSLtI~ MLssLon was supposed to hold the oplluon th;\t the war With 

\ e Arabs was unwise, and owing to iL ... friendly relations on the lake with 
~.c Arabs more or less attached to the Sultan of Zanzibar, that Mission 
f Ld not identify itself with any movement for the explL l ~ion of the Arabs 
h"n ~~·asaland. r\. French Evangelical :\1issiol1 had established itself in 
~'~e Barutse co~ntry: n.nd was acquiring:t. very .g.reat influence ~ .... er the natives.~ 

SCat of thIS MISSIon ho\\'e\'cr Inv Ln BntLsh South Afnca, and so far 
, i.ct., MakolQID. 

.' " 
I An inAuenC(: al",3)" nSl-d f",r disinLerested ami I)ro~r ends . 

• 

• • 
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as these Fn.:nch )lis-;ionaries had an}' politi~l. sel~timcnts at 51 11 th.cy were 
on the side of bringing the Harutse under Hr,'t,sh mfluence. 11~~ !uslory of 
Harut<;eland is only artificially connected with the .re~t ~f British CC!l~ral 
Africa by the fact that at present it is included ~\'lthlO the sa~e. political 

• sphere: Otherwise its history is mainly C?nn~ted III th~ past WIth that of 
British South Africa. and in the future It wl!1 unquestionably Ixx:omc an 
appanage of that portion of the Empir~.1 • 

The greatest difficulty which at that ume hampered the dc.vc1opment of the 
eastern part of British Cen tral l-Hrica, was the fact that l~ cou~cl onl~ be 
approach<.-d from the outer world through Portuguese East Afncan I ?s~sslons. 
In those days, anyone wishing to procced to Lakc Nyasa, and slmklog the 
o\'erland journey from Zam.ib..1.r, which was Icngthy, arduous, •. and of~en full 
of risk, landed at Quelimanc, a little to the north ':if the Z<lmbezl. delta, 
journeyed up the Kwakwa Ri\'er in small boat~ to a pO.lnt c~lIed M?l>f:la, tl~cn 
crossed overland, a di~tance of three or four nules, to Vlcentl, a tradmg station 
on the Zambezi. At Vicenti one was met by either of the African LakCl> 
Company's two stcamers, the j'"llt,1 Sh"1JC1ISQfl or the Lady J"/yasa, and so 
lra\'clled on lip the Zambezi and up the Shire, as far as the season of the year, 
and consequent depth of thc waters would permit, and thence overla nd 
to the British settlemen ts. This route. however, compelled travellers to land 
at the Portuguese port of Quelimane: and even assuming the K wakwa to be, 
like the Zambezi, an international walen\'ay, a fact which could not be asserted 
and maintained, it was impossible to reach thc waters of the Zambezi without 
q'Ossing a mile or SO of Portuguese territory. Xo arrangement existed with 
Portugal to secure us excmption from Customs duties or e\'en gravcr 
hindrances that might be pklced in ou r way by the local Portuguese authorities, 
and these authorities-bearing in mind that the boundaries of Portuguese and 
British influence in the Hintcrland had 110t ret been settled-were naturally 
\'cry jealollS of this immigration of British subjects, the said British subjects 
being nc\'cr too careful of Portuguese rights and susceptibilities, I t was this 
difficulty with the Portuguese which had caused Her Majesty's Government 
in ~863 to arrh'c at the conclusion that thc Zambezi cxpedition of Li vi ngstone 
must be recalled. It was ag-ai n this difficulty which hampered Her Majesty's 
Go\'ernmcl1l in thc "eighties," in preventing them from affording active assistancc 
to the traders on Lake Xyasa in their war with the Arabs and indeed in 
formulating an'y .dec,isi\"e policy in regard to Nyasaland. H ad' it ~en possiblc 
for vcssels of faIr SIZC and draught to cnter thc ri\'cr Zambezi from the sea, 
all ,the~ difficulties rrom overland transport would have disappearcd, Her 
l'1aJcsty s Go\"cr~lllle.nt had for s~:Hlle tim.e past maintained the principle of the 
freedom .of na~'lgatlon of the Zambezl, bUI although ships did occa..~iona lly 
ucc(.;xi In gellmg over thc bar uf the Kongone mouth-a bar on which at 

IQw tld~ thcrc lias ani), a depth of 5 to 6 feet of water-the enterprise was tou 
~IlCert alll to be often pr?secutcd, and the best proof of its impracticability lay 
~n tbe fa:t that t.he l\fncan Lakes Company had almost. abandoned this \\'a)' 
mto the ~ambczl , and preferred to par the heavy Customs duties of Quclimane 
i1nd su bmIt to all reason~ble re~trictions on the part of the Portuguese, rather 
than att~mpt to. commumcatc wLth the Shire by means of the Kongone mouth 
of the Zambczl- an attempt indeed which they could only make ~t fitful 

, \ \\'!,erea~, on Ihe OIt..-r ha~d, the hQ.torr or Ihe easlern haIr ot Urilish Ceolral Africa .:a51 of Ihc 
~;r~:, r..I\Cf, ha$ .1,,·aYI llO!Cn ml~ed "'II with lhat of ZlIll7.ih .. r aud the nonhern haIr of Ilorl'ugune Ellit 
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. tef\aJ~ and b\' .,pedall)' chartering occ.1.n·going steamers, as no establi .. hed 
S~eam;;I~;p Lille' \\ould hear of calling in at the Kong-one mouth as a matter 
of course. • . . . 

At this juncture a discovery of the greatest Importance was made, which 
eompletclyaltered the politica l aspect of the question. Mr. Daniel J. Rankin, _ 
an explorer who had originally proceeded to Nyasaland as private o;ecretary 
to Consul Foot, and who had al so acted ;n a Consular capacity at M~ambique, 
was enabled by lhe Royal Scoitish Geographical Society to institute an 
cxplOl'Rtion of the Zambczi delta. In the course of his journey he discovert. '<I 
the Chinde mouth of the Zambezi , which apparently was quite unknown to the 
Portuguese Government, though it had probably been first d';scovered by <j. 
portu"uesc planter who was working a concession in the delta. This planter's 
inforr:ation put Mr. Rankin on the track of his discovcry. which he announced 
to the world in the spring of 1889. : I t was brieR}, this, that the Cllinde mouth 
of the Zambczi possessed a bar short er and safer and simpler than that of any 
other outtet of the Zambczi, and with a minimum depth of water at high tide 
of 17 feet (as against. say, 10 feel at the Kong-one). At the lime l\'Ir. Rankin 
sounded the bar, I believc he found a depth of water all it of 21 or 22 feet, 
a depth which has several times since been recorded, but chiefly at that season 
of the year when the river was \'i ::; itcd by l\'Ir. Rankin, namel), when the 
Zambezi is in futl flood. Ordinarily the depth of water at high spring.tides 
is '7 to 19 feel. Xot only was the Chinde bar a far les$ serious obstacle 
than that of any other mouth of the Zambezi, but its channel from the sea 
into the main Za mbezi was easier of navigation th an the other branches of 
that river, In its far-reaching political importance, probabl r no greater 
discovery in the history of British Central Africa .has been made than that 
of the na\·igabilit}' of the Chinde River from the Indian Ocean tO' the main 
Zambczi. . 

. , 
{):- IIiK t: llI'IOY. )IOUTII O~· , lilt 1o\\IP&1,1 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE FOUNDING OF THE PROTECTORATE 

A
NY direct personal interest which I may ha\"c taken in the affairs of 
Nyas''l.iand dates from the commencement of 1884. . 

1 had returned from a prolonged examination ~f the western bas~n 
of the River Congo and my opinion \\'as invited at the Foreign C?ffice on ce:~am 
points connected with the proPOs("'C\ treaty with Portugal rcgulatlllg: the politIcal 
;utd commercial aITh.i rs of the LOII'er Congo. 

This trealy contained a clause providing that Portuguese political influence 
should cease in the direction of NyasaJand at the junction of the Ruo and 
Shire rivers. Ilad the treaty been ratified this clause wou ld 'ha\'e obviated any 
further frontier disputes with Portugal. north of the Zambezi; but owing to 
unreasonable opposition in certain (Iuarters it was not ra tified, and then the 
Herlin Conference was called to deal generally with questions affectin g the 
Congo and the :--'liger,and Zambezian affairs were postponed in their settlement. 
Thc Portuguese \\crc now frt;.'C of any obligation in regard to l\"yasaland, and 
being' an en terprising and ambitious people, determ ined once more to re ..... ive 
their scheme of a tran s-continental Empire from Angola to M~ambique, 
including the southern part of what is now Cen tral A frica. They were aided 
in these assumptions by the remarkable journeys of their explorers, Capello 
and h·cns. 

Lord Salh;burr's :\Iinistry, howc\'er, had succeeded to power, and in several 
spct..'chcs in the I louse of Lords the Premier could not conceal the interest that 
he fdt in the struggle goi ng on between the Arabs and the African Lakes 
Compa~l}', Of. his resolve to maintain Nyasaland as a country open to British 
enterprise \\'1\hollt the restrictions which wou ld result from its t ran sference 
to anr. other European Power. Owing to the difficulty about a direct water 
route 11lto the heart of South Cen tral Africa to which I have alluded in the 
last chaVlcr, I believe it was not the object of Her ~ I aje<;ty's ~r inisters in I t!8i 
~o establish an}" actu~1 Pro~ectorate over :\Iyasaland: they merely wished that 
It .should become nelt~ler 0ern~a!l nor Portuguese, but be ru led by its natil'e 
Illefs ... under the a~\'1ce, 11 mIght be, of a British Consul ,'but in any ca~ 

th.at It ~hotlld .remam open to the British traders, planters and missionaries 
Without let or hmdrance . 

• In !888 I ha~ retu~ned from three years of Consu lar work in the ~iger 
Coa~t ~ . r~tec lo~ltc, and III the stllmn:r of t~at year Lord Salisbury held a short 
;on\crSt~tLon '" lth m~ at ll atfi~ld III winch he developed his \'iews about 
Za111bezW>;. F rom thIS COl1\'crsalion I date, to a g reat ex tent, my own concep-
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!ion of -the policy to be pu rsued.! I n the autumn of 1888 j was offered and 
accepted the post, of Consul to ~}ortugucse East Africa. At ~hc bc~inn~ng 
of ISS9 it was decuJed by the ,Foreig n qfficc t~at I should travel In the interior, 
and report on the troubles which had ansen with the Arabs, and above all with 
the I'onuguese; and that in those dist rict.s admittedly beyond Port uguese 
jurisdiction I should take measures to secure the country from abrupt seizure 
by other Eu~opean Powers, by cOIu;iuding treaties of fricnds.hip with ~he n~tive 
chicf.~, in which they bound themselves not to transfer their go\'crmng rig hts 
to any European Power without the ~onscnt of Her !'.'lajesty's Government. 
Before starting for my post, however,. It was thought by Lo rd · Salisbury that 
I might. by personal intercourse with the Portuguese Authorities at Lisbon, 
suggest some mod"s vivendi with regard to the settlement of OU I conflicting 
claims. I, accordingly, spent some six weeks in Portugal. and in conjunction 
lI'ith Her Majesty's Envoy, .Mr., now Sir George, Pe tre, discussed the subject 
of ~yasaland at the Portuguese Foreign Office. A draft arrangement was 
drawn up, wh ich after some modifications was shown to the Portuguese Minister 
for Foreign A ffairs, and approved by him. It was then submitted to tht: 
English Foreig n Office, but as it did not provide for the excl usion of the Shire 
Highlands from the Portuguese Sphere it was not deemed acceptable by Her 
Majesty's Government, as the chief object of any such anangement at that 
time was to secu re the work o f the English missionaries and planters from 
interference. This arrangement might, however, have been modified in that 
respect without difficulty on the part of the Portuguese, but the fact was that 
the Govemment felt reluctant to push the matter to an immediate conclusion 
in the face of two obstacles, one being the want of direct water com munication 
lI'ith the interior beyond the Portuguese Sphere, and the ot her, the difficult), 
\\'hi:h would be experienced by the I mpe rial Government at that time, in 
findmg funds for incurring the great responsibility of administering the districts 
bordering on Lake Nyasa, a territory that did not then promise much or, indeed , 
an)' .I~fll revenue o f its own. Two things no\\" occurred to dispel Gm·ernment 
anXIeties on these accounts: 1\1 r. Rankin announced his di sco\'ery of the Cllinde 
mouth, and Mr. Cecil Rhodes arrived in England to obtain a Charter for his 
C~mpany. I made the acquaintance of Mr. Rhodes. and found him much 
~lsposed to interest himself in the extension of British influence across the 
Zambezi. A.s the resul t of several conferences Mr. Rhodes was able to assure 
the Foreign Office that his proposed Chartered Company would- find at least 
£/o,c:oo a year, for several years, for the development and administration 
~ I ~ya~alan~. Under these new circumstances, therefore, the Co\·emment 
oCr t Ju~t.rlied. III atlempting . to secure for Great Britain a. reasonable. amount 
G polI tical mfluence over those countries of Central Afnca, not ciaullcd by 
jcrmany, Portugal, or the Congo Free State. The form of Treaty that wai 

~ta" n up wa~ not, however, altered. as it was not intended to proclaim any 
ro;C!Ctorate, If more ind irect means o f political supremacy could be attained. 

h d t should, perhaps, be stated that the attention o f H er Majesty's COI'ernment 
~ !It.-en drawn in the spring of 1889 to the imposing expedition which was to 
E~m"nd~d ~y ?o.'Iajor Serpa Pinto !n P~rtugucse Zal.nbczia. .. 

xplanatlons had been asked for III Lisbon as to Its eventual destmatlon, , 
rtb.,I~\?at th~ conceplion was may be round in I\n I\r\ic!c in the 1iPIt$ or i\ugU51 :und, 1883, ,,,'hich ;t 
d,...,iti<> u\1~~hnJj: for 'Orne per,;on, to re.read now u it WllIi wriuen IU • time when such ;Uell.S as. Uriti~h 
the c.r",\~r:f u,dmg an eslablimment on the shorCf of Tan~n)'ikll .nd thruugh rommuniCllti_ bet ... ·t-en 

~-i:rpt had never tx:fure heen specifically enuncialed. 
6 • 
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but the 'Portuguese Minister for Foreign Affairs assured Iler ~lajesty·s. Govern. 
men! that Serpa Pinto would merel), proceed to th~ Portuguese estabhshments 
on lhe Upper Zambc1.i and on the LU:lngwa Rl\'Cr, anrl would )110t enter 
the debatable ground of the Shire Highlands. Consequently, as the 1 ortugucse 

.. claim to Zumoo and to the Lower Luangwa had . 1~O t been contested-or 
indeed their c1aim~ any\\ here whe re occupation o,r political suprem~c}' could ~ 
shown-i t was thought that if the Portugu~ did not attempt to lml~sc their 
rule on any new lands where our interests might be affected, no such direct step 
as the establishment of a Protectorate on OllT part should be unde~takcl1 unul 
negot iation., with Germany and Portugal had. more or less precisely, fixed 
the limits of our political inRuence. . 

I sta rtcd for Mopmbique in the early summer. of 1889· ,on my arn~'a ~ 
at that place the Foreign Office, at my request, appolllte.d Mr. \\ . A. Ch.urch~lI , 
Vice-Consul. so tha t I might be free to start on my Journey to the Intenor 
without leaving Consular matters unattended to. . Soon after I reached 
MOCia mbique there arri\·ed H.M.S. ~tar/'" a surv~y11lg vessel comma~ded 
by Lieut.-Commander Balfour. R.N. rhe Stark had Just returned from Chllldc, 
wherc it had been sent to \'erif}' Mr, Rankin's discoveries. T he Commander 
informed me that in his steam-launch he had p..'lssed up iluo the Zambezi. and 
had found the channcl all thc way deep enough for e\'cn the Sial'/" herself. and 
the Stork was a \'cssel drawing 13! feet. I felt that it wou ld be good policy to 
show thaI I had reached these regions of the interior, without necessari i)' 
landing on Portug'ucse territory, so I obtained permission from the Government 
to use the Stur/" for the C011\'eyance of my exped ition. At the sa me time thc 
authorities al .;\Jo\ambique were made fully aware of the purposes I intended to 
fulfil. namely the negotiation of a peace with the ,A rabs and the conclusion of 
Ireatie~ of friendship with the local chiefs, who were not under Portug uese juri,;­
diction. The GO\'ernor a"ked me pointedly if I intended to proclaim a British 
Protectorate. and I told him I was authorised to do nothing of the kind , so long' 
as l\ lajor Serpa I'into or other POrluguese explorers took no political action 
outside l'ortugue~e territory_ No difficulty whatever w;u; placed in my way by 
the I'ortug-uesc, whether or not they approved of my ex pedition. 1 th ink parti­
cular st rc<;s shou ld be laid on this fact, as had Porttto'al been animated b}' really 
h(~~tile intentions to Great B,itain, there were a hundred pretexts by which the), 
Inl j.,tht h;l\e ~.topped my j?urney_ So little need was there to presen 'e allY 
mystery ~bott~ m)' o~rat lons. that instead of procccd ing direct to Cllinde, 
I ca,lk-d III With the Stud at Quelimane, and there visitccl the Portuguese 
officlab. and communicat(.;:1 wi th the African Lakes Company_ The lork 
crosS(.'(1 the b.1.f of the Chlllde mou th withou t difllcult}'. on the 28th of J uly, 
1889· and stea1l1~d up the Chinde River in to the main Zambezi, to the 
un~un(k-d a<;t\ll11~hmellt of such fel\' inhabitants as were on the banks, for '" 
neIther they nur ~Uly other people had st.'C1l SO large a "essel enter the Zambczi 
before. :\ short dlstaltCC abo\'e the confluence of the Cllinde with the main Zmnbezi 
the Stork camc to anchor, ".nd we conti nued our journey in ~ flotilla of steam 
launch~ and ~ats. by which means we finally came up with the African 
Lakes ~omp~ny ~ st,eamer, the jamcs StCVCIISUII, ncar Moramb.:'lla, a very notable 
l~oulltall~, which IS Sltuatcd SOI}~C twcnt}' miles up the Shire Ri\·er. M)' expedi­
tIon con~Jsted of ~Ir. J. 1_ i\ICOI1, formerly of the Lakes Company'~ sen' icc.'" 
whom J ha~1 engaged at Qucl!mane as an as.sista1ll ; .'\Ii Kiongwe, illy Zanzibar! 
headman, I I ho had accompanied me on my Jou rney to Kilimanjaro, and whom J 

I 1\0"" Con~u121 ~10'f8mh;'1ut. • JUIiI re(uming frolll th.- Arah Wllr . 

• 
< 

• 



FOUNDI NG T HE PROT ECTORAT E 
• 

had re-enJ,!age<i at Zanzibar in 1889; and fifteen Makua., engaged with the con­
sent of the J'ortuguese authorities at Mcwrambique. The james Stl!umsoll was a 
'\'cr qcamcr of aeout forty tons burden, worl!:ed by a stern wheel, and wit)1 
~ir1Y comfortable cabi n accommodation, and an upper deck. In this steamer 
we pursued ollr course up the river. until we reached Serpa Pinto's camp, 
which was a little distance below the confluence of the Ruo . and the Shire. I 
had been startled, on reachi ng Quclimanc, to learn from the !'ortuguese officials 
there, that l\'1ajor Serpa Pinto. after journeying to Sena on the Lower Zambezi 
with his expedition, had suddenly, and abruptl)" deflected his course northwards 
to the Shire, and was apparently making for the Makololo cOuntry, and the 
Shire Highlands, Major Serpa Pinto had been 
apprised of my comi ng. and when the jm",'s 
Strvel/soll drew near he dispa.,tched an officer ano 
a boat, so that I might land and see him, 1 found 
Serpa Pinto su rrounded by a staff of white officers, 
and was informed that he had with him over sc\'en 
hundred Zulu soldiers,l 

SI!.RtlT,-MAJOk AU KIOSGWK 

The Major reccivcd me in a little hut, and aner 
insisting on my sharing his afternoon tea, we began 
to discus!> the Ix>litical situation, He informed me 
that he sought my intervention with the Makololo 
peOple, to persuade them to allow him to pass un­
hindered through their country, as he was on his 
way to Lake Nyasa in charge of a Scientific Expedi­
tion, "We go," he said, "to visit that Portuguese 
subject, Mponda, at the south end of Lake Nyasa,"~ 
I replied to Major Serpa Pinto, " If you are only in 
charge of a Scien tific Expedition, you need. at most, 
an escort of fifty soldiers; but the Makololo are sure 
to,"iew your journey with distl'ust if you altempt to 
brlllg so large an armed force into the country; 
moreover. your Go\'ernmen t has distinctly assured 
us that, the object of your mission was the Upper 
Zambezl, and not the Shire, Consequen tly, if you 
take an)' politica l action north of the Ruo which we 
consider, proviSionally, to be the Portug~ese limit, 
rOil \\~ll o~lige me, on my part, to go beyond my 
,m/lll;llate IIlstructions and effeetively pro.tecl the 
I~tcrests of Her Majesty's Go\'ernmcnt, J f you merely wish to pass throug:l 
~ country for scientific ptlq>ases we will travel together, and I will do 10)' 

t to, persuade the Makololo to offer no opposition," 
of M,aJor Serpa Pi!\to ~id not give any very definite rep!r to these rcmark ~; 
to :me, merely ~<:Itcratm~ his hope that I ,would prevail on t~le MakoJolo the:'cr 110 0pp0i:PItion to 111 '1 passage; otherWise he would be obliged to fight 

I proceeded 011 my way in the James SICVt'llSOIl, and soon afterwards 

~I'~r'?f thCk ,men " ere inhaLilanlS of C!OU:l.land and In)'D.mt.ne, but a fe .... of Ihcnl were 
2 i\ }' Zuhu, who had bt.'('11 rl!Cruileti in Sw;ttill.lld nnd in the "idnil}' of I">c!lal.""'" liar, 

tJ;1'I'lrer ~~" .re Ih~1 the PorluguC!\C had endea,'our~'C1 by melllU of 5e'llor CnrdOl':O, the onlr l'ortl.l~'se 
hal it ", .... had UI thai dale rtnched Ih~ shores of Lake NfAAa, 10 collelu(h: II. !relll), \\,Ih Mpo~., 
'1&0",1 ",'ll COllllllon I..nowledge thM .,ltfH'IU"h he had r<.'Cti"e\1 Ihe MiS!iioll in g fric-ndl)' WllY, h ... lind WI 
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we passed the junction of the Ruo and ,the Shire, and the ,steamer stopped 
at Chiromo on the Ilorth bank of the river Ruo. Here we fo?od a large 
native village, under two yot\ng chiefs. !\1 bc,~gwa ,apd ' l\fakw,ra, S?IlS ,of 
the Chipatula who had, been killed ,by Y·cnwlck. 1 here ,wa;;., an English 
trading station at ChlTomo, belongmg to two young Eng~lsh elephant 
hunters, named Pettitt. Whi lst the steamer stopped at Chlromo, I saw 
the two chiefs, and explained to them · that th:y were not to take any 
aggressive action against the Portugu~se, even If the. latter crossed ~he 
Ruo in force. In such a case as thls they were to IIlform the Actlllg 
Consul at Bl a"ntyre. From Chiromo we passed on up the River Shire, 
through the Elephant Marsh, but as we approached nearer to the Makololo 
settlement~ berond the Elephant Marsh, the captain of the james S Ievmsoll 
became greatly perturbed as to .the attit~de which might ?e observed by .the 
powerful )'1akololo chief, Mlaun. Mlaun was no more friendJy at that tllne 
to the Engl ish than to the Portuguese. Towards the English he had been 
vcry aggressivc on account of hi s not having been recognised as supreme 
chief of the Makololo. J-Ie had several times t ried to get hold of the two 
young chiefs of Chiromo, in order that he might kill them, and was furious 
with the Pettitts and with a Mr. Simpson, an engineer in the .service of the 
Lakes Company. for having intervellt!d to protect them. Mlauri in those 
days occupied a strong position at Mbewe, a place some little distance 
below Katunga, the termination of river navigation on the Lowcr Shi re. 
The set of thc current compelled all steamers to pass close ullaer the cliff 
of Mbcll'c. and they were therefore completely at the mercy of Mlau ri's guns, 
and ~ l1auri was frequently in the habit of fi ri ng at the .steamers to compel 
them to stop, and ei ther give him a present or await his good pleasure in 
other respects. He had been the leading spirit in the sinking of the Lady 
1\~'(l$f1 at the time of the disturbance following the death of Chipa tula, and 
not having been punished fo r this his tyran nical obst ructions to ri ver navigation 
were becoming unbearable. 

As we neared Mbcwe, we saw the banks lined with armed men. T he 
captain of the ja.IIII!S S/e'llclIson at first determ ined to steam by at full 
speed, but the natIves shouted from the banks that if we d id not stop and 
come to an. anchor they would fire on us. I therefore advised the captain 
to anc~\Or .1\l!J "essel at Mbc\~'c, and determined to go on shore and interview 
MlauT1! .wlth the double obJcct of protesti ng against his behaviour towards 
the BritIsh steamers, and cau li~ning him about falling out with the Portuguese. 
The ReI'. Alexan~lcr Hethe .... I,lck, of the Church of Scotland Mission. \vas it 

(ellow ~' ravell~r WIth me on ~ard .the failles Sh"IJ£1lso1l, and when he heard 
o( my lOtentlon to see ~l1aun, he k111dly volu ntccred hi s services as interpreter. 
I n. those days ~ could speak nothing but Swahili, and although this language 
mlg~t b:c p~rt1ally understood by MJauri, it was preferable to talk straight 
to hlln 111 hIS own langtmge-Chi-nyanja. 

. We land<:d ~mongst a jeering crowd of warriors, armed with guns, "ho 
\\~re rather mc1ll1cd to hustle liS, but c\'en tually we found our way without 
Im<;ad~'entll.re to the presence of Mlauri, who was scated in an open space 011 

a .chalr, WIth a gaudy . blanket wrapped round his loins, and a tall white 
c\umncy-pot hat on h ~s head. Hc was su rrounded by a semi~circlc ~f warrior~ 
and. headmen, and ~hrectcd. us to. be scated on some ricketty-looking tamp 
cham! placed opposIte to 111m, cVldcntly in readiness for OUf visit. On our 
attemptlllg to SIt on the chair,; the)' collapsed, and we fell to the -gFOIUld amid 
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h ut:; of derisi,'c laughter from the natives. After this 1 lost my temper, and 
s °s,e\'ere1r rated Mlnuri in Swahili that whether he understood the drift of 
:y words or not, he was convinced I was extremely angry. and being- like 
most of these negro chicfs-a coward as well as a bully, he became quite 
apolO!retic. When fresh and more secure seats had been brought for us I 
explained to him- through Mr. Hetherwick-firstly. that these attempts to 
obstruct the navigillion of the S~lire would get him into trouble \, j1h l ie .. 
Majesty's Government, and, secondly, that he had better not attempt to fight 
the Portuguese if they forced their way through his countr)', but should leave 
this matter to be decided between the two Governments. '?\'Jlauri replied, 
discursi\'cly, giving as hi s reason for annoying the steamers that he was not 
allo\\'ed to seize Chipatula's two sons, and that the English would not recognise 
him as paramount chief of the Makololo. Also that ~e felt cOlwinced that 
we were in league with the Portuguese, and that all white men were equally 
bad. He would, therefore, fight Major Serpa Pinto, unless the latter broke 
up his camp and retired to the Zambezi. 

I reiterated my advice to him, not · to pursue such a cour~, and then 
returned to the steamer, which was allowed to leave without fu rther opposition 
on the part of the natives. We soon reached Katunga's, which in !';Orne sense 
is the port of Blantyre, that pl~ce being about twenty·five miles distant Mcr 
the hills. At Katunga I was met by Mr. John Buchanan, th~ Acting Consul ; 
by the Re\·. D. C. Scott, of the Church of Scotland l\Hssion; Mr. John Moi r, 
the l\ lanager of the Lakes Comp.'1ny j and by a trader whom I will call Mr. S., 

,\(11,. JOIIS lIue IlA:':"S 

who was a British subject of German 
origin. I explained to these gentle­
men the end that I had in view, 
namely, to l:iccurc treaties of friendship 
with the Makololo and Yao chiefs, but 
not to declare a British Protectorate 
if possible, unless the Portuguese 
forced my hand, for I considered it 
better to leave the ultimate decision as 
to a Protectorate with Her Majesty's 
~ovemment, who would probablywait 
tLll they had fi rst negotiated a settle· 
ment of boundaries with the Portu. 
guese. Mr. Buchanan and Mr. Moir 
were delighted at the idea of the 
lTeatit;s. of friendship, but a violent 
OpposLtlon was declared thereto by 
Mr. S., the trader, an opposition which 
at the time, I was totally unable t~ 
understand, but which was made clear 
to me arterwarrh. by the discovery 
t~~t Mr. S. had, himself, attempted to conclude treaties with the nati\·c 
C Icfs, by which they were to yield to him their sovereign right:i. He had 
\lilt, ~I]l. to that time, succeeded in inducing them to do SO, but he wa_..; 
C~hntLng much on exploiting the ill-humour or Mlauri. It is not very denr 
~f ~t. were the intentions of Mr. S.-whether to start a Chartered Company 
m k IS O\\'n, or, having acqu ired a sovereignty over thc Shi re 1-1 ighlancis. to 

a e terma;. for himself with either England or Germany, I-:ngland being the 
• 

• • 
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country of his adoption, and Germany the land ~(. his birth. I do. not give 
this gentleman's name in full, because, when the ~3rLush p.rotectorate \\a5 finally 
declared, he accepted it , loyally. I only ~entlon. the .nddent here because 
it was one which rather prCi:ipitated our poli tical act ion. ~ . 

• A treaty of friendship was concluded by Mr. Buchanan at Katung~ with 
all the Makololo chiefs except l\11auri. Su bsequently, when J\<llaurL had 
ft..'eCived his first defeat at the hands of Ute Portuguese, he made a treaty 
also with Mr. Buc!lanan. . . . 

Mr. MoiT, the manager of the Lakes Company, had inVited me to be hiS 
g:uest at 1\13nd:\la, ncar Blantyre, and had brough! dow,n, a horse for m~ t~ 
ride. [n those days there wcrc only two horses 111 Brit ish Cen tral .A. frlca, 
one of these was ill, and the other lent to me was rather an unmanageable 
beast. It had evidently been bored by the long delay in treaty~making at 
Katunb"" and was desperately anxious to return to the plcasantcr climate of 
Blantyre: so that when I mounted at Katunga station, it instantly bolted , 
nearly beheading me in the low gateway which formed th.e entrance to. the 
"t:t.tion. Its frantic gallop was checked at the ascent to the hLlls, and I regamed 
command o\"er it; but soon afterwards the rotlen leather bridle came to pieces, 
and before I could clutch at the t\l'O ends they had fallen to the g round, the 
horse had put his foot on them, snapping them off, and there I was on hi~ 
back. without any means of controlling him. He realised the situation. and 
once more raced along the narrow path. I did not fall off, but entered 
Blantyre morc like nla7.eppa than a lI'ell-eonducted British official. In 
passing through the various archways and tunnels covered with very thorny 
roses, which di\'crsified the garden approach to Mr. Moir's house, I could 
only save myself from serious damage by lying as flat as possible on the 
horse's b..ck. with my arms round his neck. He made straight for hi s stable, 
and at the fortunately closed door came to a dead stop. I rolled off his back, 
bleeding and bruised. and have always regarded that firs t ride from Katunga to 
Blantyre as the greatest risk I e\'er ran in British Central Africa. 

, At Blantrre t reaties were concluded with the Yao chiefs; and I organised, 
With the help of Mr. J ohn Moir, my expedition to the north end of Lake 
~}'asa. Before leaving for the lake, I made arrangements with Mr. John 
Buchanan a~ to the course which should be pursued if the Portuguese attempted 
!o take forCible possession of the Shire Highlands, In such an event as this, 
L~ the Portuguese crossed the Ruo in force and gave any evidence of an inten· 
l IOn to occupy the country politically, Mr. Buchanan was to proclai m a British 
I'rotect~rate over the Shire province, between Lake Chilwa and the Kirk 
?o.lountams of Angoniland, the Ri\'er Ruo and Zomba Mountain, Th is step. 
however. was not to be taken and Her Majesty's Government was not to be 
pl~ged to a Protectorate over the Shire Highlands, unless there wa:; no 
opt Lon betwccn !luch a proceeding and passively admitting the Portuguese 
conquest of the cou ntry.L 

J' Subsequent to my departure the following events took plaee. Major SerRh 
I Into ackanccd northwards, along the west bank of the Shire and was attackC'a 
by the Makololo!. u.nder Mlauri. ?o.llauri excused himself fo; this action after· 
\l'ards b)' complalLlLLlg that the Portuguese on the cast bank of the !:?hire had 

h ',The I'roteclOI'Rlt " 'all prodainlC~d Scpcember 21, 1889, afler ' he new. or the first conRict bet .. "et:n 
:h:nll':;.'i:,e: r:ci:y I~h: ~::~~:. (at ) Ipata., just below Lhe Ruo) had reached Mr. BuchanJU1, who""'" 

I November 8, 1SS9. 
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been lhe a<l'g'ressors, and had raided some of his villages. His attack, howe\'er, 
was comp~teJy repulsed by !he ~ortugu~se, who in~ictcd upon him a very 
sangu inary defeat. · Up to !hlS yOlnt Major Serpa Pmto had not crossed the 
hypothetical boundary of Engltsh and Portuguese interests, which had been 
once or twice mentioned to be the River Ruo, and a line-more or less parallel 
with the confluence of the Ruo---drawn westward across the Shire. So far as I 
am aware Major Serpa Pinto neve, crossed this line, but when brought face to 
face with the question of doing so, and thereby bringing the Portuguese 
Government into almost open conflict with the British, he left the expedition 

~IASIA "SD MWITU. TWO 01' U\' ISIi!;TOSK'S MAKOLOLO 

~nder tl,lC charge of Lieut, Coutinho, and proceeded to Mosambique for furthe r 
\nst.ructtons. 1 In his absence, however, Lieut. Coutinho, who!le attitude towards 
~1a;ior Serp."l Pinto may be described in Lady Macbeth's lines-

" Infirm or purpose I Give 11Il the dagger ! ~ 

~'~sol.l/ed to conquer the Shire province. <Ind meet English remonst rances with 
" jaft (ucolllpli. .H ithcrto all the other Makololo chiefs had followed my advice, 
<Ol? h~d not joined Mlauri in attacking the Portuguese. j\'[]auri 's action was 
qt te ';;o~ated , but Lieut. Coutinho had established a camp on the other side 
o t ~c RLver Ruo, facing Chiromo The two youn .... Chiromo chiefs were careful 
togn'c no f ~. • dd 1 -- 1 1< and ' c,,:u~e 0 ollence to Lieut. Coutinho, who su en y cross<;\.> t lC lIO 
th . SC~7.cd Chlromo. The Makololo withdrew before him, and he destroyed 

CLT Village and erected very strong fortifications on the sma ll spit of land , 

• 1 Arrivillg there l>ecemlll:r 2S, 1889. 
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which is a peninsula, with the Shire on the one sid~ and the Ruo on the 

other,l k ~ I SI· d· · 
The Portuguese fo rces then marched up both ban S Ville ure, rl vmg 

~l1auri before them. Prior to his first defeat at the hands of the Portuguese 
• Mlauri had concl uded a treaty with Mr. Buchanan, but as the latter bad 

forbidden him to figh t with the Portugu,?sc, he was not encouraged, after ,his 
defeat, to take refuge at Blantyre, willther all the other Makololo chiefs 
proceeded. The Portuguese forces advanced as far ~ ~atunga,. and were 
making preparations to occu py Blant>: re, when the English. Ultimatum to 
Portugal brought matters t~ a stan,dstl1!. I !,a\'c always behc\·cd. that ,the 
Portuguese GO\'ern ment ill Lisbon neither : anctlOned nor approved this forcIble 
cn try into the district in dispute between England and I)ortugal, and that they 
c,·ell transmitted instructions to 1ajor Serpa Pinto and others not to cross the 
Ruo, if by so doing any connict was likely to ari5C with British interests ; but 
that their representative at M~ambique desi red a bolder policy and acted far 
beyond his instructions, and even in defiance of them: for at the time when the 
Portuguese Cm·erllment in Lisbon had assured Lord Sal isbury that Major 
Serpa Pin to had left for l\ 1 ~ambique, and that the expedition would proceed 
110 farther in the direction of the Shire Highlands, the Portuguese Go\'ernor­
General at M~ambique issued an official gazette announcing that the Shire 
pro,·ince had been annexed to the Portuguese domi nions, and appo inted Lieut. 
Coutinho "Covernor of the Shire." These acts were annulled by the Portuguese 
Governmen t after they were brought to their knowledge by the Ultimatum, and 
the 1'0rtugu(!.'\C forces were withdrawn to the Portuguese side of the Ruo, 
though they con t inued to exercise a strict control over the S hire navigation, 
~rcquently stopping- the British steamers and boats. At the same time, J think 
II !s only right. in historical justice to Portugal, to make it dear that although 
thiS strug"glc for the possession of l'\yasaland was a su ffi ciently acute question 
to the Portuguese, and one in which they were passionately interested, no such 
stTU,-!gie for priorit}, of rights was conducted with more fairness and even 
chh·alr}'. For instance, had Major Serpa Pinto been an unscrupulous man he 
lI'o~ld ha\·7, .on some pr~tcxt or another, stopped my small expedition, and 
whIlst det<lmmg me on tI~IS pretext, have marched ahead and arbitrarily seized 
the coulltry,before ,tTlythl1lg could be done to presen·e British interests. Again, 
e\'en after the. l~o~lugl1.CSC had ad'·a.nced as far as Katunga, and occupied both 
b.ll~~~ of. the SI\1rc mer, betwccn that place and Chi romo, they placed no 
obst.tcle 111 the war of my return. On the contrary, the following incident 
~cur.red bel\\ cell ~ n~r~lf <l,nd Lieut. Cou tinho, who had been apP9inted 
,Go~~rn~r. of Ihe :;Ime. \\ hen I pas~cd down that river on my return from 

1 <lng.lIl) Ika my boat ,,·as stopped by hiS orders and drawn into the bank by a 
1'0rtug.l~ese sergeant. I \\'as, a\ first, an noyed at what seemed to be an attempt 
to. arrc~t my progre~s tOll'ar.cis the c~ast, but fortunately. before J coulrt gh·e 
exprcs~l<:,n to. my allgry scntllnents, Lieu!. Coutinho had met me on the bank , 
and ralSIll'" hIS Int sa·,d .• I I"· I k lh I·be r . 

. ' b . .".' '.': la\e.a en e I rty 0 stoppmg you so that you 
Ilughl 110t miSs you r mall-bags whIch are here awaiting you. As you have had 

1 Chirorno I11tan~ ". hiC IiI) " fwm Ih ' d . 
mean5 "a ]ip." The chi. <>r li .• r" . ~ .v.o~ :romo, or ·]omo, ""hl(h in so ma ny Bantu languagC!i 
.' . lip ·'; "Chiromo" ml"llns "P L~~ t ShL-;.~~nJII h.has thc tffecl. of IUl alLl,.'1Tlentllt in·. !\I romo meant 
]_",,"lIllie the effect of _ diminu7;..c~ c:1:; uen:i :::,t .\",tfix:, wh,~ become. 5i,. in Zulu, hu in thai 
me,nhtr of l':lrl~'n1<;nl II)· the Sv.ui Em'o :'«lrneanl ".S]'i omo~ .!he ~ulu narn.e c.,,·cn .111 ~ we!I .. kno~-n 
the name of this place in B,itish Cenl I l.J. ~ tllc lip, but" otherwl$C Ldenueal In Of1j.,'ln WIth 
lll\d ]'Oftugal. I'll • rl<:lO, or. )·ar luch. hone or cont~mio]\ betv.een Eng1and 

, 
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a Ion'" and arduous journey in the interior, and are also. I hear, short of 
prods1ons, I have taken the liberty of making lip this small supply for your 
use on }'our way "to Quelimane." Therewith he handed in to the boat two 
hampers which conta ined not only a supply of champagne a nd other wines. 
but all !l~ rts of little luxu ries vcry g rateful to the jaded palate o f a travel.weary 
man. Then, giving me a letter to ensure my not being stopped on my way to 
Quelimane, he bade me f~rewell. Upon my expressl~ g my thal~ks very warmly, 
he said, " \Ve are both dOlllg pur best for our respectIve countries, and however 
much our political views may differ that is no reason why one white man should 
quarrel with another in Cent ral A (rica." This was indeed the ' keynote or the 
Portuguese demeanour towards me, then and thenceforth, and I reel it on ly jus t 
to place these racts on record, ror I have been orten vexed at the unjust 
aspersions which have been cast upon the I'ortuguese in the British Press. 

On my way up the Shi re to Blantyre I had encountered Mr. Al rr(",<l 
Sharpe, who was travelling up the river in his own boat. Knowing that a great 
deal or ground would ha\'e to be covered in trcaty~making. and that I shou ld be 
unable to reach all parts or British Central Arrica myselr, I desired to engage 
some one who might su itably represent me in such portions or this territory 
as lay outside my line or route, especially in \A!ntral Zambezia and the countries 
between ;\Iyasaland and the Barutse. The latter country had been placed under 
the British flag by Mr. Rhodes's agents acti ng ror the Chartcred Company, 

I had heard much or Mr. Alrred Sharpe rrom persons acquainted with . 
:\rasaland. He had taken a leading part in the war between the Arabs 
and the La kes Company, in which war he had been wou nded. M r, S harpe, 
II'ho had been trained ror the law, had hcld a Colonial appointment in Fiji for 
some rears, but when this appointment, in common with many others, was 
abolished at a timc when the state or Fiji finances compelled se\'ere retrench· 
rnents, he had been offered a Dis trict Commissionership on the Gold Coast. 
For a time. however. he preferred to travel and hunt in Cent ral A rrica. In 
1,890 Mr., Sharpe accepted employmen t under the British South Africa 
~ompally, In whose service he remained about a ycar, securing ror them many 
Important concessions north of tnc·Zambezi. Early in 1891 he was appo inted 
Ii .?!. Vice-Consu l in British Central A rrica. 1 It had becn arranged between 
Mr. Sharpe and myself, berore I quitted Blantyre ror the north, that he should 
proceed due wegtward to beyond the Portuguese dominions a \. Zumba, and 
secu~e to the British the Ccntral Zambezi, and that afterwards hc shou ld make 
~~eatICS along the Luangwa River and, northwards, to Lake Mweru and Lakc 
! an!:{anyika. A ll this he successrully accomplished. After p."lss ing into the 
~nlce of the British South Africa Company he made an expedition to 
J.\~tUllg~, but did not succeed in making a treaty, as the chief, Msi ri , though 
~)ressmg a desire to remain on rriendly terms with all whitc men, rerused ~~ 
.. ?me Subservient to any particular European Nation. S ubsequen tl ), M SIfl 
Similarly refused to ma ke a treaty with Captain S tai r's cxped ition, which repre· 
sentcd the Congd Free State and having assumed a hostile demeanour towards 
~he e)q~edition he was shot by the late Captain Hodson, who himselr was killed 
~mme(hately afterwards by l\1siri 's rollowers. H is country was arterwarcl5 
annexed to the Congo Free StatC,2 

~ ~UI ill ISg~: Dcll\jly COmmilSioner in 18g6. . ' 
• \In'~ S".I '.Ioe$ llQt desc""e much pit,.. lie Willi II. Slranger 10 the COU lll')' of Kalunga, hemg 1!Ilerely 
ho.d ~1D",ezl $la,'~ lmder \\ho by the aid of an anned rall"le of Wlln)'amwe~, f~bootel'5 an~ a.xm Arabs. 
~ted by ed OUla kIngdom (or hims.:lf in South Ccmlral .\frica. lIe ""'II.',a pcl'IilSle~l! ,1a\'e r.ud~r .~nd .... 'L'I. 

Ihe l~llIe o,'et' whom he roled. These lauer ra ll ied to the lklgilln D.uthonua after MSlfI I dCllth • 

• 
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)'1r. Joseph Thomson in 18<)0 came out with Mr. J . .1\. Grant,o,11 bclmlf of 
the Brllish South Africa Company. and supplemented Mr. Sharpes work by 
securing further treaties and, concessi<?lls in the central re<.:iof'1 o~ British Centra~ 
. \frica, but the main credit of havmg ~ured a,l1 th'~ portion o f our nell 
dependency to the British Flag emphatically bes wl~h t-, I r. Sharpe, who 
traversed the country with a following scarcely exceedl1lg fifteen to twcn,ty 
1111,:11, and, by the wcig~t of his ycrson3i inAoencc only, secured, these co~ntrle~ 
to British interests, besides addmg a great deal to our geographical knoll,ledge. 

In my journey from Blantyre to L."lkc ;.;r>:as.1. along th~ .upper SI~ Lre, m}' 
progrcss was beset with great difficulties OWing to the civil war which was 
raging between the Yao ch iefs, Mponda and l\'lsamara.. . . 

My assistant, Mr. Nicoll. took charge of that portion o f the e:o.:pcdltlOn 
which travelled by water, whilst I marched overl.and. As. we near~ the south 
end of the lake we were stopped by Ms.1.mara s forces III the belief that ~I'e 
were about to render assistance to Mponda. I managed, however, to pacify 
l\lsamara by making a treaty of friendship with him, and months afterwards I 
succeeded in patching up a peace between him and l\'Jponda. 

1\1 ponda'5 reception of us was rather doubtful. He denied. having concluded 
anr treaty with the I'ortugue:;c, but was averse to conclud ing even a treaty 
of friend~hip with Great Britain, at any ratc without the sanction of the Sultan 
of Zanzibar s reprcsentati,'c on the lake-the Jumbe at Kotakota. M ponda 
was a "ery repellent t}'J)C of Yao robber, alternately cringing and insolent. 
Had not the Universities Mission steamer arrived by good chance to gi"e me a 
pas~age to Likoma (where I was to see Bishop Smythies) I might have 
been robbed and murdercd by ]'\'I ponda. As it was my retreat to the Mission 
steamer was "cry like a fli gh t. However, I got away safely with all my goods 
and proceeded to the Island of Lilwma My objcct in seeing 13ishop Smythies 
was to obtain the use of the CllflrlCS JanSON for a period, in order to enable me 
to bring about peace with the Arabs. At that time the Lakes Com pany had 
<)Illy one steamer plying on the lake, the little llala-which besides being 
much ou t of repair, was too small for the conveyance of even my limited 
expedition. The Bishop was good enough to place his steamer at my disposal , 
for lho~g~ the UJliversities Mission then and always declared its intention 
of r~maHl!~lg absolutely neutral in political matters, they were anxiolls to do 
all III theIr power to assist me to bring about peace between the Lakes 
Company and the Arabs. 

\\:~ then cros~ to Banda\\'e on the west side of the lake. From this place 
:\"Ir. Nicoll proceeded direct to Karonga in the flnla, bearing letters from me to 
the ~ort~ ~)'asa Arabs. I remained some days at Bandawe, concl uding 
treatIes With l~le Atonga chiefs. Then the Cllnr/cs JmlS(m called in and took me' 
?~wn to a pomt fifteen miles dis~a.n l from Jumbe's capital at Kotakota, where 
tts cO'Tll.nander !anded my expedItIon on the lake shore. His reasons for not 
procccdmg to Kotakota arose from two considerations. O ne was that J umbe, 
after all, was. an Arab and might make common cause with the north-end 
Ara~ and seize the steamer. The second was that at that time Ule harbou r 
at Kot~kota was unsuT\'cycd and was not thought to be safe for steamer:; 
-of conSiderable draught. I must admit that I landed. with Ali Kiong"'e, my 

I 1 T~ late Mr. Josct, l1'Otn!lOll's claims 10 l'a.me and to our gratitude are 10 numerous lhat it is no 
II: Eo.n~%.'OOt'::lI.~u : ~h:llf I;"~ '~ M'j ~~rpe~e Irtllly .... hich Mr. ThomlOn made ",hh 
llritish lnlere!ill never to he rorgUl.ICn

l
. oya.ger pLrIy, wu .tone a Ulnscendcnl I.Icnefit III 

• , 
< 
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headman, and my small exped itio n of fifteen ~ I akua in some considerable 
trepidation. The Lakes Company half feared that Jumbc was going to join 
the Arab movement at the north end. At this time, too, all Arabs in Central 
Africa were much incensed a~ai nst Europeans by their quarrels with the 
Gennans and the Belgians. T he wa)' in which they would receive me, there­
fore was ,'cry dou btful. Makanji ra on tht.: opposite coast had recently stripped 
and' nagged a British Consul and held him up to ransom, and no measu res had 
been taken to a\'cnge this insult. After landing [lCaf the mouth of the Bua 
river I sent Al i Kiangwe ahead to interview J umbc and to delh'cr to him the 
letters that I had brought (rom the Sul tan of Zanzibar. On m9 journey down 
the cast co.."lSt of Africa I had s topped at ZRnzibar. and hRd conferred with the 
late Sir Gerald Portal, then Acting Consul-General a t that place, on the slfbject 

O.II1'5"IItTS 01" " 0 1'""OT ... 

() ~ my mission to Lake Nyasa. Mr. I'ortal (as he then \\'015) had interested 
hnnsclf \·er}' much in this undertaking to make peace with the A rabs, and 
urged the Sultan KhaUfa bin Said (whose OWI\ envo)' pre\'iously dispatched 
had been unsuccessful in bringing the lhabs to reason) to proyide me with 
the most authoritative letters to his representatives on La ke ),lyasa, notably to 
~hc jumbe of Kotako ta, who was the S ultan's osten sible wa/i, or representative. 
rhe Sultan Khalifa willingly gave these letters, which were most potent in 

e/Tcc,ting the subsequent results. ' 
• f Some hou rs after Ali Kiongwe had sta rted for Kotakota, a Swahili soldier 

o j umbe's came ru<:hing down into our camp, d ropped on one knee and scized 
me by the leg, as an act o f homage. H e then said .. , Master, do not be alarmed. 
§um~ sends us to greet the representative o f the great Queen and of the 
s~n'ld of Zanzibar, and he has told us to fire a salute of guns in your honour." . 
, only afterwards a tremendous fusi ladc commenced, much to the alarm of my 
poners. who had not unders tood the pu rport of j umbe's message. We then 
ran~ for Kotakota, Jumbe's men insisting on carrying me in a machilla.1 

ud was waiting to receive me as I entered the town. :\ large house 
an compou nd was set aside for my use_ Oxen were killed for mysel f and 

'-~~k~ilb. j~ t. Portlij!UC'Ie .... Qrd {Latill iVaxillal, which is ulli\-ersaIlY.PI)lied in Eulem Africa. 101\ 
chilr $]lIlIg on a p()le Ilnd corrit'<1 hy portL'B. 

• 
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my men, and quantities of provisions of all kinds were sent in for OUr 

su.,tcnancc. After a day's rest I had a long conversation with Jum bc, to 
whom [ exposed (m-nk!), the whole political situation. "As. ~n as. I had 
quitted the Shire River I had felt free to take. open tpohtlc~1 action, a<; 
after mr stay in Lisbon there had been a tacit understanch ng between 
the Portugue,;c and oursckes that although the Shi fe province and a portion 
of the cast coalit of Lake ~}'asa lI'ere territories not to be seized by either 
Power without arrangement. the west CQast of Lake Nyas'l was admitted]) 

open to British en terprise. I therefore 
advised J umbe, who was now practi ­
cally recogn ised by the Sultan of 
Zanzibar as an independent Prince. 
to place his cou ntry under British 
protection, and to mobilise a sufficient 
number of his men to compel the 
~orth Xyasa A rabs to agree to make 
terms of peace; and in the event of 
thei r not so agreeing to place this 
force at my disposal for their coercion. 
J umbe, in return for all these sen'ices. 
was to receive a subsidy of (,'200 per 
annum, The slave trade was to be 
declared at an end in his domi nion:-;. 
After one day's deliberation with his 
head men, J umbe assented to In)" 

propositions, Treaties and agrccmenl~ 
were sign(.-cl, the British Rag was 
hoisted, and the first portion of Bri tish 
Cen tral Africa was sccured. I should 
then have been picked up by the 
IIn/tt alld conveyed to the north, but 
unfortunately the lin/a. unknown to 
me. had been wrLocked in a storm, 
and she did not resume her voyages 
on the lake for several years after~ 
wards. Meantime I waited on and 
on at Jumbe's. treated by that chief 
lI"ith unwearied hospitality, though J 
used up almost all his stock of candles, 
and consumed all hissuppl ies of tinned 

1"1I 1! I..ATf. TA \IAKAlI ~UUl fru its. The only thing I could afTer 
J~"" OF ~OT"~OT" , UU OF ...... T"~ ~U1AN 0, him in return for a1\ his hospitality 

u,"" ...... ",. ..... ~It ~' .. SA \\"as a bottle of yellow Chartreuse. 
. . , J umbe wasa \'ery strict Muhammadan. 

especmlly on the subJcct of alcohol. but he suffered much from asthma. I-Ie 
;a~pe~lcd ~o ,me re'pc~tcdl}' fur med icine, and as I had no dru gs with me I 
lIas III despaIr: until It ,occurred to me tha t a small glass of Chartreuse might 
a~ ally rate dIstract Ius thoughts if it did not remedy the as thma. I gave 
h~m a taste of what he called .. the golden water." He at once declared 
hll~sclf cured. and the least I could do was to hand him the entire bottle. 
whIch hc "pent. I belic\'e. scveral mon ths in consu ming. It was the one 

• • • 
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h
' ., he told me afterwards, that he felt obliged to dcny to his head wife, 

tint.. . " I 
,the lady SIena.. '" 

,\1 la~t my dctoollon was becommg a Itule t,.'d IOUS, and I was \'cry anxious 
'bo;.! the missing steamer. T o soothe my anx iety, Jumbe sent for his 
~lC'Cromanct'r, \\'ho was to ascertain, by means of "rami" (sand), what the .. 

NO.T" S VA\A "'-AIlS: IIW),);A '0) .... 111 IS T IIII . U IKGROU)<, I) 

immediate f tid . d . . Th U lIl'e 1:\ III store for me 3:; Tf..-gar 5 steamer communIcatio n. 
ag c : romancer informed us that the small s teamer (the IIf1ln) had run 
Th~u i on th: rocks-. but the " Bishop's steamer "t would shortly call (or me. 
hee nformatlon turned out to be perfectly correct. and no doubt the 

romancer had other sou rces of knowledge than those which werc occult. 
IOt tbA "bibi 1.1 •• " 
I Tb - m"\1 Jill, ( i!rt::at l.wy", as $he II'U commonly called. 

Itltamcl ... t C"Grlts Jallltlll 1IS4.'i1 to be alwAY' Cll.l1cd hy the AnllJi;, "1~t;ml.a1.A~I.:ar," the " l:Ii~114lp'. 
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His news was true, for eventually the Charles jmlsOII, with Archdeacon Maplt:~ 
on board, came to fetch me and cOllvey me to Karonga. 

, found on arri\~a l here that 1\1 r. Nicoll had conc1udeu in my nallle a 
truce with the Arabs, and that the ground was prepared for negotiation 
I may brieRy relate that as the Arabs were very dL;trustful, I arranged to 
meet them in the bush midway between their nearest $tockade a nd Karonga, 
stipulating that they should only be accompanied by a small escort, and lthat 
I would only bring with me the sa me number of men. I was act.:ompallied 
by Mr. Nicoll, Mr. Monteith Fotheringham, and n few a rmed Atonga. Mloli , 
Kopakopa, B\\Oana 'Omari , l\1 salemu , and other Arabs. duly met me at the 
poin t agreed upon. After a brief discussion 1 read out to them the terms of 
the treaty which I proposed, and told them that if they refused it we 3hou ld 
prosecute the war to the bitter end until not one of them was left in the 
country. They accepted these terms almost without deliberation and the 
treaty was forthwith signed , and peace was declared. 

:\ bull was killed as a S<1.crifice, and the fl esh \\'as distributed amongst our 
men and the men who had accompanied the Arabs. On the following day 
the British flag was run up at Karonga, and the native chiefs from the 
5urrounding districLS came in and signed treaties, accepting British protectioll. 
On the followin g day the Arabs paid us a return visit at Karonga, signe9 
treaties of prot<.'ction and accepted the British !lag. l"1r. Cra\}'shay 1 then 
arrh'ed from Deep Bay with a large number of Wahenga chiefs in canoes, 
who signed t rea ties of protection. Thus protection treaties had now been 
concluded between J umbe's territory on the south-west of Lake Kyasa., and 
the extreme north-east corner of the lake. 

I was at this time much exercised about the want o f a secure harbour at the 
north end of Lake ~yasa. Karonga was an open roadstead , most dangerous 
for la nding, for it must always be remembered that Lake Nyasa is as rough 
at times as the British Channel. with heavy breakers on unprotected shore!'>. 
The existence of a secure harbour in Kambwe lagoon, 3t miles to· the north 
of Karonga, had not then been made known, or it may be that owing to 
various circumstance!' it did not then exist as a harbour which vessels of 
considerable draught could enter. After examinin g carefully the north coast 
of Lake ~yasa, 1 decided to secure the harbour of Parumbira, at the 
extreme northernmost corner of the lake. fo r the African Lakes eom pany. 
I accordingly· bought the land for them, and placed an agent· there to .!>uild 
and occupy. Sui>!;eq)Jenlly, however, by the Anglo-German Agreement of 
1890, the boundary between the two European Powers was drawn at the 
Rivcr Songwe. and Parumbira fell to Ger~llany. It is now thc headquarters 
of the German Government, un Lake Nyasa, and has been rechristencrl 
Langenburg. 

Only one week was occupied at Karonga in making peace with the ... \rath. ; 
securing North Nyas"by treaty ; choosi ng this harbour for the African LakCli 
Company; and arr<ingi my cara\'an for Lake Tanganyika. , Rut the reason 

I Mr. CIll"·slmy, originD.I'y a Liculenam in I~ Inn iskilling D"'GQ(lrls, had come 0lI110 Hrili~h Ccmro.J 
.\f. ica to shOO!. big (:l\me, and hatl joined Iht Laln.·s Compan)~1 fnrCl;$ u.s a ,·olunleer in Ihe W\l.r agaim.1 
Ihe Ambs. " flet" o.l".;n L\I~,,'ard had.captured I>e<:p Bay, an imllOrl.anl harloour on the north-Weill COIl 1 
~,f Lake Ny .... , u~t 1.1)' the. }\no.bli as the end of a ferry 10 the rIlSl &ide of Ihe Lake, Mr. Cno.,,-shay (ur 
!IOn'e mOf1thl " .... nuoned Ihl1 pile<! M 11. fort, I\nd kept the Ar:l.b!; out of Decl' BD.r. II ~ ncqllin:d A 

ctlll5iderntle Inf1I1O:~ amon~1 Ihe W"henga, and WIl'l of much H r.·ice 10 me in the tlIrty days or lilt 
l'roItctnralo!. Ulliit quile r~"Celltty he was Vice·Con~ul rur lhe north or I.ake NyllSll, but rtttrl-d (rom , .. 
Il-ppOinUllcnt nn "CQlUnt <If Hl ·hl'Aith. 

< 
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days, was that 1 was most ably seconded by Mr. J. L. Nicoll. My having 
secu red this gcntl~nan at Quelimanc as my second in command rea lly did 
more than anything t'lsc to secure the complete success to my mission. \Vc 
started f~r Tanganyika on the loth of November, 1889. T o obtain as 
much ten-itory for England as possible I journeyed at first in a northerly 
di~tion, and penetrated as far to the north-east as the southern shores 
of Lake J{ ukwa, a sal t lake of considerable size. Mr. :'\ficoll , Dr. Kerr Cross 
who had joined us) and mysclf, were lhe first Europeans to disco\'cr 

tne southern end of th is lake, The coun try all round Rukwa~ however, was 
';() desolate and inhabited by such a reprehensible set of sla\'e raiders, that 
I concluded no treaties with them. and wa.~ thankful LO eel my expedition 
out of thei r clutches withou t loss of goods or lives. Returning to the 
beautiful Nyasa-Tanganrika plateau, wc found oursch'es again among people 

LANCr.SIIURG, CAPITAl. 0 1' Gr.IIMA~ N\'ASAI-ASD 

who were warm friends of the British, and who everywhere concll1ded treaties 
with expressions o f posili\'c enthusiasm. The A-mambwe, especially, hat! cnme 
to look upon the British as their champions against thc Arab slavc traders, 
and \\cre almost frantic in thei r expressions of friendship . • Nevertheless 
the A-mambwe were \'cry quarrelsome amQnglit themsekcs. and when I 
reached the London Missionary Society's station at Fwambo. about thirty 
rniles from the south end o f Lake Tanganyika, I found thc Missionaries 
were in a serious fix, In the firs t place they had been for more than a year 

• CUI off from supplies and letters and were much delighted to get their mails 
and such supplies as I cou ld bring them, but they were still more seriously 
embarrassed Ix.-causc two chicfs werc fighting one another, and their sen'ants 
1~<l(1 left them ;'0 join the res;pcCl'ive sides to which they belonged., A 
l1t~!e good-humoured argument. howe\'cr, secured peace between thes::: rJ\'al 
chIeftains, who in turn concluded tre.'lties with us; and I reached the south 
end of Tanganyika with no further difficulty except occasional scares amongst 
!~y porter.; caused by the dread of Awemba raiders. At the ,south end of 
1 Mganyiki\ I was sz:rcctcd by Mr. A. J. Swann, who was the master of the 
lrlndon Mis'iionary Society'S stea mer on that lake. Mr, Swann threw hi.m~lf 
'heart and 50\.11 into nssist ing me in my projects. Unfortunately the MISSion 

, 
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s teamer was laid up for repairs, bulM r. Swann placed their sailing boat at 
my disposal. By means of this boat I visited all the chicfs on the south end 
o f Lake Tangany ika. made treaties with them , and fU lithrr penetrated ttl 
the settlements of Kabunda, a n Arab trader, who had almost consti tuted 
himself a native chief. it was important in those days to conciliate 
Kabunda, who had remained neutral in the waf t.et"'een the Arabs and 
Lakes Company, and who had a great influence o\'cr the native ch iefs.. Ne 
was really a BaJuch in orig in , not an Arab, and considered himself in some 
respects a British subject. He entertained Mr. Swann and myself with the 
greatest hospit.'llity. and assisted us to cnter into treaties with the chiefs of 
Itawa. in the direction of Lake Mweru. Th is being the lim;! of the journey 
which I had to perform (Mr. S harpe was working for me to the west), I 
decided to re turn at once to the Shi re Hig hlands, as rumou rs had reached 
me of war with tllc Portuguese. I t was a great disappoi ntll'rCnl for me to 
turn back at this juncture. as I desired to go to the north end of T anganyika 
and secure for England the north end of that lake,l but I felt it to be my 
duty to get through to the coast and send a report of the work already done ; 
so I reluctantly postponed the completion of a scheme, which was, as I 
hoped, to give us continuous communication between Cape T own and Cairo, 
either over international watenl'ays or along British terr itory. On my return 
journey, in which no unpleasant inciden t occurred, I found M panda, the 
\'ao ch ief a t the south end of Lake Xyasa, in a more reasonable frame or 
mind, and concluded a treaty wi th h im. I reached M~ambiGuc at the end 
of Ja nuary, 1890, telegraphed the result of my work to the Foreign Office, 
a nd subsequently proceeded to Zanzibar to make arrangements fOr the 
conclusion of treaties at the north end of Tanganyika. Not being able to 
return th ither mysel f. as my health was failing, I entrusted the task to Mr'. 
A. J. Swann, and sent up to him an expodition under the leadership of my 
invaluable Swa hi li hcadman, Ali-Kiongwe. Mr. Swan n's expedition was 
entirely successful. Treaties were made and the British flag was planted a t 
the ex treme north end o f Lake T anganyika. Unfortunately, however, hi" 
treaties arriv(.'d too la te to be taken into consideration at the conclusion of the 
A nglo-German Convention ; but Lord Sal isbury managed to secu re by that 
Convention facilities for the crossing of German te.rritory between T a nganyika 
and Uganda, which will be very important to us in future developments. 

In forwarding my report to the Foreign Office I proposed the term. " Brilish 
Cent ral Afnca" for the territories jus t b rought under British influence. Soon 
after my re tu rn to England in the early summer of 1890 the Anglo-German 
Com'cntion was signed , which, among other im portant gains to Great 
Britain, set a seal on thc work which the British South Africa Com pany, 
Sharpe, Nicoll, Swann , Fotheringham , Buchanan and I had done. This waC; 
followed by an aborti ve Com'ention with Portugal which, howcver, proved to 
be the oo:.is of a de'Vl ite understanding concluded with that Pd\I'cr in 1891 .. 
In the spring of 189 1 the British Protectorate over the copntries adjoining 
Lake Nyasa was prxlaimcd, and by the Convcntions with Germany and 
Portugal, the rcmainder of British Central Africa was declared to be an 
exc!usi" eiy British sphere of influence. 

After the conclusion of the Anglo-German Convention! ler Majesty con­
ferred on Mr. John Buchanan a C.M.G., and on mysel f a C.B. Mr. W . A. 
Churchill, who, during my absence in the interior, had done excellent work 

I With l.o.nd hunger rllf!fJt"~ vie,,' til mlll'p6"t. 

, 
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at M()(fambiquc, when matters had been in a most critical state with Portugal, 
\\' a~ promoted to be Her Majesty's Vice-Consul; Mr. Alfred Sharpe and Mr. 
AI('xander Carnegie Ross I (who had been British Vice-Consul at Quelimane) 
wtre eq ually made Commissioned Vice-Consuls; 1\1 r. J. L. Nicoll (who had 
remai ned 11 year at Tanganyika to strenb'1.hen the British position at the south 
end of that lake) was g iven an important post in. the Administra tion of the 
nell Protectorate; Mr. John Buchanan. when he ccased to be Acting Consul. 
wa., made a Vice-Consul; Mr. Crawshay, Mr. Swann , and Mr. Belcher (the 
Commander of the Universities Mis'iion steamer 0 11 Lake Nyas.1.)~ all subse­
quently joined the Administration of the British Central Africa Protectorate. 
~tr. Monteith Fotheringham, the agent of the Lakp.s Company at Karonga, 
\\ho had rendered me very great services, ptcferrcd. howc\'er, to remain in the 
employ ment o f the A frican Lakes Company, as he was subseq uen tl y offered 
the imJXlrtant post of manager at Mandala. 

In the autumn of 1890 Her Majesty·s Government began to consider the 
:.dministration of these new territories. It wa.'> finally decided to confine the 
.1ctual Protectorate to the regions adjacent to Lake Nyasa and the River S hire. 
and to administer that P rotectorate directly by a Commiss io ner under the 
Imperial Government, and further to place all the rest of the Sphere o f 
Influence, north I)f the Zambell, under the Charter of the British South Africa 
Company, subject o f course to certain conditions. I was appointed to be 
Com'llissioner a nd Consul-General to administer the Protectorate, and was 
chosen by the British South Afric.1 Compa ny as thei r Administrato r north of 
the Zac-lbezi, an unpaid post which I held for nearly five ye.ars.!I 

By an a rrangement between the Chartered Company and Her Majesty's 
Government, the former contributt..-d annua lly for a certain number o f years 
tht' su m of £ IO,OCXl per annum, fo r the maintenance of a police force to be 
used by me indifferently in the Protectorate and in the Comp..1ny's Sphere. 
The Company a lso met the cost of ad ministering its ow n Spherc of 1 nAuencc 
north of the Zambezi, and further agreed to provide us, by a rrangement with 
the Afr ican Lakes Compan y, with the free use of that Company's boats and 
.,teamcrs.4 

On my return to British Central Africa as Commissioner a nd Consu l­
General and Administ rator for the British South Africa Company's terrilorir.s 
to the north of the Zambezi, I appointed to my staff Lieut., now Captain, B. L. 
&.:Iater, R.E. (whQ took with him three nOIl-commi!;sioned offi cers· o f the Royal 
I~ ngillcers); 1\1 r. A.lexander Whyte, F.7..S. (as a practical Bot.mist a nd Natural 
Hi,-tary Collector); and, with thl: consent of the Indian Government, engaged 

I N(lW I I. M. CotIlui lit Hei r&. 
t lliow H. M. Vice_Consul at QueiiuulIle. 
I ( "referred to receive no pay from the Com[l"-ny,!;O that T might nOI in any way compromi5C my 

pnilllI)II as an (mpc",,1 Officer_ 
-4 i{0lla::h1y fipcaldng Ihe Compnny Ihus pledget! ilsclf 10 ~Il(!nd about £ ' ] ,500 " year on British 

~I"I Arrica. For the first IWU )·l'8rs, hOIl·ever, the 1I.\"eragc ~mount sllenl per annum did nOI reach 
Ih.'" lum, 001 in the third year il was d~led 1t(I"isable that I MO<l ld come 10 !;Orne ridinite agreement 
with .the COIn)lllny in "-,::ud to their II.l1nlllll conlrilM.·tion, which WlIS thcn fi"ed al £ 17,500. In addilion 
to th",.allo"'"lIilce o\Ir. Rhodes iN;rtW to pro, ide ns milch as£ to,ooo for the special puq)OSe ur conquering 
:~ du .. .r Mal<anjira, who \X'l"Iij"ently railil>d Ihe ~lIh·eutern portion of uur lerritoriOi. or this W ill a 
... ~ nVI!1" £4,000 ... ·u actually SpeDt. In 1894 this a"..ngemen\ came In an end. At the h~.1:innjn~ of 
tbe fmllncial y .... r 1595, the Compo.ny eensetl to ptp,·j,le all)' contribulion ",hatever tow,1(1s the IIdmm i~. 
111.1'''n of 1he I' rotectornle, and the TUlper inl GOlc91mcnl returned to Ihem I!, proportion of the amounts 
. Ir ... d)' cont ribuled. The Company in .S9s nnder\ook the administnll ion of 1\1 OIL n Sphere at it~ o,,·n 
up.:nse, lind the !'"totedOTl.te "'&$ thenceforth a.u.isled by o.mtribUlion5 from 1 i ~r i\l lIj~Iy'. Government 
'lfI1)_ 

7 
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Captain Ceci l Montgomery Maguire l (of the I-Iaiderabad Contingent Lancers) 
to ra;St'! a small force of Indian troops as a nucleus for OUf police force in 
Centra l Africa. Captain Magu ire was to start from l ilt.!;" and meet me at 
the mouth of the Ri\'cr Chinde. Captain Sdater and the rest of my sta ff 
were to leave England subsequent to myself and also meet me at Chinde. Ln 
the meantime I proceeded to Zanzibar and Mos:amhique, to make arrangement,> 
for the d isembarkation of 'my expedition a t the mouth of the Zambezi. In 
the au tu mn of 1890 Lord Salisbury had resolved to place two gunboats on 
the Zambezi, and these vessels. the Hemld and the Mosquito, were very ably 
put together at- Chinde under the superi ntendence of the Senior Naval Officer, 
Commander J. H. Keane, R.N., C. M.G., who manage,d to launch his gun boats 
without undue fr iction with the Portuguese. All the various sections of my 

MK U S01.llIE ItS or TIlE COSTtm:JP'T sow SE ItV I:.'" IS URITJS II CENTRAl. "'I'ItICA 

expedition a rri\'cd with delightful pu nctuality at Chinde, and with the a id of 
the two gunboats and the steamers of the African Lakes Company w<: con­
\'Cyed men, bellsts, and goods without accident to Chiromo. 

Uy the Anglo-Portuguese Conven tion of 189 1 we had lost a little territory 
to the west of tht: Shire basin, but had been allotted in exchange by the 
Vonugucse a portion of the right bank of the River Shire, below the Ruo 
J unction. This brought the British Protectorate almost within sight of the 
Zambezi. O n my jou rney up the river, therefore, in H .M.S. H erald, I had to 
fix the Anglo-Portuguese boundary acco rding to the Convention, and take 
over political possession of the Lower Shire Dist rict. 

\Ve had no sooner ar'rived at Chira mo in the mon th of July, 1891, than we 
were g reeted with the news that the Vao chief, Chikumbu ,2 liad att.lcked the 
British settlers who had commenced coffee-planting in that country. The 

I Captain M"i'Jire obtained from Ihe Indian Anny seventy vo\untei:rS, of whom about forly w et"t' 
M~\.Ii Sik~s. of til!" 2l~ And 32nd Pioneers, and the remainder Muhaml11adnn QI.\'IIl rymen from 11K: 
varK'nlS rq:lmenu QI II;uderabad Lanccl1l. ," n~rly all Oll r r.r!lt batch of hol'SCl dil:l.l of hone ~ickllesfi 
or l$el$e tiy. L~C: Cavalry became W;C\esl and WCTe evenlua lly sent back In Ind ia. We J;Ubsc:quentl)' 
decided 10 enj.. .. ge in {ulure nOlhing but Sikhs for our Indian Contingent . 

. I A recent arrival in Ihe !'oll.njt disl rict, who had developed by dq:rl'e$ into a p.· ... erful.Afrialn 
chl(,f. 

, 
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ill-feeling between Chikumbu and the British was of some years' duration. 
Chikumbu was a Yao who had settled amongst the peaceful Nyanja people 
of Mlanje, whom ~ he had been gradually subjugating until in 1890 they 
appealed to Mr. John Buchanan for protection. The old Nyanja chief, 
Chipoka, had died in 18<)0. and on his death-bed had, with the consent of 
all ~is sub-chiefs and subjects, tran sferred the sovereign rights of his country 
to the Queen, in order to pledge the British Government to the protection of 
the indigenous NyaT}ja people against Yao attacks. Two or three planters 
had just begun to settle in the ~lIanje d istrict, and although , they had paid 

II.M.5- "MOSQUITO," A U).IBItZI GU",' IIOAT 

relatively large sums to Chikumbu he continued to ex tort larger and larger 
pa}'mcnts from them; and at last, upon their refu si ng to g ive any more. 
committed various acts of violence. and stopped the natives working for them. 
Chikumbu was a very g reat slave trader and kept up a d irecct communication 
with the East Coast of Africa at Angoche, whither his caravans of sla\'e!> 
were generally forwarded. He was allied with l\'1atip\\'iri and other Van 
slave-trading chiefs . 
. . Accordingly Captain Maguire was dispatched two days after our reaching 

Chlromo, with a force of Sikh$" to bring Chikumbu to reason. The ca mpaign 
was not of long duration , though there were one or two d.ays of stiff fighting. 
Chikumbu Bed and his brother was taken prisoner. The latter was eventually 
released and appoi nted chief in q hikumbu's stead, upon his giving promises 
of good behaviour which have since been kept. After a considerable balli.ih­
lnent Chikumbu was recently allo~'ed to return, and I;\'e., now as a private 
indi vidual. 

, 
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Whilst Captain Maguire waS thus engaged I had to spend two months at 
Chiromo, settling a great many matters in cOllllt:Ctio n with the Lower S hife 
districts. I did not re<lch Zomba till the month of September 1891, and here 
I was joined by Captain Magu ire. After a brief rest we were both obli¥e<1 to 
start with a strong expedition fo r the south end of Lake Nyasa.owmg to 
troubles of a complex kind which had broken out between Mponda and other 
Vao chiefs, ami between Mponda and Chikusi, a chief of the Southern Angoni. 
We took with us a force of 70 Indian soldiers and 9 Zam:ibaris; also a 
7-pou nclcr mountain gun, and marched up the east bank of the Shire. 
Although we Mld come to mediate between the chiefs whose fighting was 
temporarily s topping communications on the Shi re and were not bent on any 
punitive measures except in rega rd to Makanjira, we were obliged to take 
considerable precautions against M ponda, who was uncertain in his attitude 
towards the British, and who waged these wars chieHy wi th the intention 
of secu ring slaves for the Kilwa I caravans which visited his country. T o 
avoid coming into collision with him unnecessarily we encamped on the­
uninhabited reed wilderness opposite his main t~wn on the east bank b f the 
Shire, about three miles distant from the south end of Lake Nyasa. Though 
some of these Yao chiefs had iTl\'oked our intervention at a distance, their 
attitude became suspiciously hostile upon our en tering their country with an 
armed force. Accordingly Captain Magu ire deemed it prudent to throw up 
fortifications round our camp opposite Mponda's town. These had to be 
erected with stealth as 1\1 ponda was con tinually send ing to enquire what 
we were doing, and we were anxious to avoid any attack on his part until we 
were capable of defending ourselves and our stores. Accordingly the defences 
of what Captain l\'1aguire callt.'(i, half in fun, "Fort Johnston," were constructed 
during the day-time in separate sections, which apparently had no con­
nection with one another. M ponda was informed, when he came to see 
what we were doing, that these pits and sections o f embankment were 
intended as sleeping shelters for the men. \Ve then took advantage of 
a moonlight night, when the moon was half full, to work almost tweh'e 
hours on end. and by the next morning our cam p was completely 
surrounded by mud and sand breastworks behind a revetement of bamboo. 
Before this point was reached, however, an engagement had taken place with 
one of our enamies. Makandanji, a chief who dwelt on the south-east corner 
of Nyasa, had tied up and imprisoned our envoys. His town was about seven 
miles distant from Fort Johnston. Captain Maguire resolved on the true 
Napoleonic policy of cru shing our enemies singly, and not waiting for them 
to c?me to terms as [0 a combined movement against us. H~ sudden ly fell 
on Makandanji and drove him out of his village, releasing our imprisoned "nen. 
and scattering Makandanji's forces, which were never again able to take the 
field against us. Mponda, however, instead of joining Makandanji, seized the 
opportunity to capture nearly all the runaways, whom he forthwith marched 
01T to his own town and sold a~ slaves to the Swahili carava~lS waiting there. 
Over seventy of the captives be had the insolence to drive through ou r cJ.mp at 
Fort Johnston. at a time when Captain Maguire was absent and I wa,<; left with 
only ten men. As soon as Captain Maguire was back and the little fort was 
compiet<.:d, I summoned Mponda to set all these slaves at liberty. H e decl ined 
to do so, and commenced warlike proceedings against us. We had timed our 
ultimatum for a day which was followed by full moon, and resolved to attack 

"il~, on Ike C!a.S1 COIst of Africa, .... 1$ formerly Ihe /,!Teal distribuling dCl161 of Ihe N)'II91 slaves. 
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'I t !tKht. Accordingly at nine o'clock, on the evening o f the 19th of October. 
'J S<} j:mc hour after the expiration of the term given for the restoration of the 
'la \'c~ , we fired a ~hell across the river into M l>onda's town, perhaps a quarter 
~r a mile distant. Mponda had no conception of the range of artillery fire, 
l r the efitfts of incendiary shells. The return fire of his guns and his muzzle· 
1~1ding can non was harmless, as we were almost beyond- their effective range. 
,\ fell' more shell!. soon ~t much o f M panda's town on fire. and he called for 
a truce. This was g ranted, but he only made use of it to withdraw with his 
women and ivory to a s trong place he possessed in the hills. His fighting men 
remained and we renewed the struggle, wluch we kept up till ll~ early mo~ning-, 
\\ hen we landed on the opposi te shore and drove the remainder of the defenders 
oul of 1\'l ponda's town , which we then destroyed. A g reat many slaves were 
found by us ill the town, and brought over to ou r camp, Many of these 
wretched people had come from vast distances in the interior of South Central 

. '011:1' JOHNSTON IN 1895 

Africa. The following day Ml>onda asked (or terms of peace,.and peace was 
cvelltu ... lly concluded. He then in form.cd us ns to the whereabouts of the slave­
trading caravallS: Captain Maguire pu rsued thesc people, captu ring scven of 
them and releasing large numbers of ' s laves, The terms of peace offered to 
MIKlnda were very fair, and ~e probably rather gained in power by coming to 
?n understanding with us. For fou r years afterwards he kept the peace ; then 
In tl.e belief that we were going to get the worst of it at the hands of Zarafi, 
he.unwisely wenl to war once more, with the I'esu lt that he is now temporarily 
eXiled from his cou ntry, 

Mai.:andanji,. the first chief with whom we had fought, acknowledged the 
supremacy of Zarafi, a powerful chief who dwelt on a ver)" high mountain 20 
miles to the cast of Fort Johqston. e knew little about Zarafi in those days, 
c:'(cept that he had not long succeedod his mother, a famous woman-chief called 
Kabutu. Zarafi, imag ining that we should follow the attack on Makandanji by 
an advance into his country, sent cnvqys down to treat with us for peace, Vic, 
therefore, on one day, concluded treaties with 1\1 I>onda. Zarafi. and l\'lakandanji, 
and seemed to have accomplished the pacification of South Nyasa . 

• • • 

• 
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Encouraged by this success, we then and there resolved to u~ldcrtake. the 
chastisement of Makanjira, who had, as atready related, Comm1l 1ed variOUs 
outra"cs un British subjects, and had recently robbed the U<nivcrsitics 1\1 issirm 
of a "'boat and killed some of their boatmen. We hired the A fdean LakCli 

C' Company's steamer DOli/ira, and mounted O Uf 7-pounder gun in the bows 
Arri ving suddenly off Makanjira's in the carly morning, we were s..lutcd by 
volleys from his fighting men. who were drawn up Oil the beach, and who had 
evidently been ex pecting ou r arrival. A shell · landed in the middle of thi" 
yelling crowd produced an impression on them which was absolutely novel, and 
there was soon flot one of the enemy in sight. After setting fire to a port ion 
of the town with other shells. I effected a landing with a sma ll number of 
S ikhs, whilst Captain Mag uire kept the enemy at bay by bombarding the town 
from the steamer. Vtle managed to land with only one or two casualties, and 
the S ikhs carried off two of Makanjira's cannon and set fire to one of his daus.1 

The enemy, however, came on us in such strength that we had to retreat 
to our boat, and should luobabl), have not escaped with our lives had not 
Captai n Magui re arri ved with reinforcements. H e drove the enemy back into 
the town, and completed the destruction of the dati. 

The next morni ng Capta in Maguire landed in force, and after hard fighting, 
in which sc\'eral of our Sikhs were scverely wounded, he capt ured al l Makanjira's 
defences. I joined him, and we then drove the enemy out of the ' huge town, 
which we completely destroyed. We also destroyed two or·three of their daus. 

After waiting a day in vain to see jf any person would come from Makanjira 
to treat for a peace, we steamed over to the opposi te side of the lake, where it 
was necessary to come to an understandil~ with Kazembe, who lked opposite 
to Makanjira and was a near relation. Lake Nyas.'l is at its narrowest opposite 
Makanjira's town. Its breadth here is probably not more than fifteen milC,!;, 
T he favourite ferry across Lake Nyasa, therefore. has generally been between 
these two points, the one on the eastern shore held by Makanjira. the other on 
the west by Kazembc. Ka1.embe was a g reat slave trader, but w.as not hostile 
to the British. H e had concluded a treaty with me in 1890, but it was 
necessary to warn him that the sla\'e trade could no longer continue. He took 
the warning in good part, and promised good behaviour in future. This promise 
was not faithfully adhered to, a ud the result was that Kazembe was ex iled from 
the Protectorate for a few months, but was su bsequently restored to power, and 
is now chief In Makanjira's place. 

After leaving K a1.embe's, we revisited Makanjira's coast in the Domim. 
Capt.'lill Maguire landed at a town belonging to Makanjira's headman, Saidi 
Mwazu ngu, in the sou thern part o f Makanjira's country, for the purpose of 
acquiring information . The people had not evinced unfriendliness as we 
approad.ed, and Captain Mag uire landed under a .Rag of truce. H e w.as 
received by all Arab '(who was said to have been a native o f Aden) with a 
show of courtesy, bLlt no sooner had he reached the veranda of the Arab's 
house than he was suddenly fired on by the Arab himself, who by some 
marvellous accident missed him. though only two or three yards distant. 
Captain Magu ire had landed with only six men; but, hearing the shot, I 
immediately disp.1. tched reinforcements to his assistance, and the town was 
soon taken and destroyed, The two remaining claus of Makanjira, in search 

, J\ .. dau " iJ an Arab sai ling \·et6C:I. IiOmetim~ of COll5idcrable aiU!. Spell phonelic:ally it .hol1ld 
he tla:<, bul the Hritish,.with their extraordinary racial perversity in maller, or spelliOG. prerer .ilhO',1 
rhyme or rl'QOoto 'pcll II .. dho'l'." 



FOUNDING THE PROTECTORATE ' 103 

• 
of which Ca ptain Mabruire had landed, were either not there or had escaped 
before our corn ing. 

We now returned to Zomba, leaving a garrison behind at Fort Johnston. We 
had nO sooner reached Zomba tha n we heard of trouble from Kawinga, a power­
ful "aO chi~r who lived 011 a hill which was at the north-eastern extremity of 
the Zom ba range. Jt was deemed advisable to dispatch an expedit ion against 
Kaw;n~a, and this was accompanied by Mr. J ohn Buchanan, C.M.G., who had 
become a Vice-Consul in the service of lhe l"rolectorate. Kawi nga's fortress 
pro\'cd however to be a much harder nul to crack than we had expected. A 
gallan t attempt was made by Ca ptai n 
Maguire and Mr. Buchanan to scale the 
hill in face of a heavy nre. Captai n 
Maguire was wounded in the chest, 
sc\·eral of our men were killed or 
wounded, and the force lYas pa rtially 
repulsed. though it had captu red nearly 
all Kawinga's positions except the 
highest. and had so far scared him that 
he treated for peace and obtained it 
Arter the conclusion of peace with 
Kall'inga, Captain Maguire considered 
it necessary to return to Fort Joh nston; 
to complete the building a t that place, 
and relieve the garrison. He was to be 
back at Zomba to spend Christmas wit h 
me, but I was doomed never to see him 
again. 

Uporl reaching Port J ohnston he 
had recei Jed information as to the 
locality wnere Makanjira's two daus 
were hiddcn. \Vithout waiting to con­
'>ult me, therefore, he started in the 
/)ol/l;n" with a small force of Indian CAPTAIN C£Cll. ~IO!'lTGOMRR\· ~IAGIIII'tI.: 
soldiers. He found the claus-in a little DIIlD DIlCIlJlaU 's. ' i9' 
cove close to where Fort Maguire is • 
noll' situated, a nd somewhat to the north of l\lakanj ira's main town. He 
lanocd with a smaJI force o f about 28 men, and was proceed ing to destroy 
and incapacitate the claus, when Makanjira, with about 2,()(X) men, attacked 
him. He retreated to the beach. 

Un fortunately a s torm had arisen which had wrenched his boat from he r 
moorings, and had dashed her on to the rocks. The DOII/im in endeavouring 
to approach as near as possible in order to come to his assistance, was blown 011 

to a sand-bank, and stuck fast within a short dis tance of the shorc. When 
he had lost throe of his men Captain Maguire told the others to en ter the 
W~ter and make for the DOlllim. After seeing them off, and with a few faithful 
SIkhs repulsing with the bayonet the onslaught of the enemy, he turned to the 
h'.3tcr. himselr, but just as be was nearing the steamer a bullet apparently struck 

1m In the back of the head and he sank. Just abbut this time the master 
o~ the .DollliY,l, Mr. Keiller, was woupded, and shortly after ~1r. Urquha rt , 
t c second engineer, was severely wounded. All the Indian soldiers except the 
three who had been killed reached the stea mer safely, and preparations were O\t 

• • • 

• 
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once made to defend the Domira from the aUack of Makanjira's men, who were 
at \'cry close range. After two or three days' incessant fighting. Makanjira's 
people put op a flag- of truce. His cnmys were re<:ch'ed on' board and offeroo, 
in return for a certain ransom (which was p.:'l id). to (;ease fighting and to assist in 
moving the Domirn ofT the sand-bank. an.d to give up the bodies of Captain 
Maguire and the dead sepoys. The negotiations were chiefly I.;onductcd by Dr. 
Boyce l and Mr. McEwan,2 in order that the two wounded Europeans might not 
be shown to the enemy. After peace had, seemi ngly, been concluded with 
Makanjira's envoys, the latter said that no effect could be g iven to the provision,,> 
of til is agreement until the white men had visited Makanjira on the shore, and 
as an extra inducement for them to come they promised Dr. Boyce that he 
should receive for burial the body of Captain Maguire. Owing to the two 
wounded officers being concealed in the cabin belolV, it appears that Makanjira':; 
envoys imagined Dr. Boyce a nd Mr. McEwan were the only white men on the 
steamer. They therefore made a point o f insisting they shou ld both come to 
S!!C Makanjira. 

No idea of treachery, scems to ha\'e entered the minds of the Europeans, who 
did not even think of insisting on J\'lakanj ira's leaving hostages on board, whilst 
they went on shore. T hey therefore started for thc beach with on ly a few 
unarmed atlendallls. One of these was Captain Maguire's orderly, an Indian 
r.,·luhammadan soldier. Soon a fter reaching the beach an Arab led th is orderly 
away from the rest of~the party. offering to sho\\" him Captain Maguire's body. 
So far as is known, after taking the orderly for a roundabou t walk he urged him 
strongly to return to the boat. wh ich the man did.s Dr. Boyce and his party 
were told that J\iakanjira was just a short distanCt! from the shore, in the bush, 
awaiting them. They were thu s led on to a distance of perhaps two miles from 
the lake shore j then they suddenly found themselves surrounded by a numbt."'J' 
of Makanjira's men , at the head of whom was Saidi Mwazullgu, a man half 
Arab and half Yao. Saidi ~ .. Iwazungu suddenly called out, ,. Makanjira has 
ordered the white men to be killed." His men then turned their g uns on 
the party. I\lr. McEwan was shot repeatedly. Dr. Boyce was shot several 
times, but did not die. They therefore threw him down a nd cut his head 
off. The Swahili servants who had accompanied this J?arty were not killed, but 
secured and subsequently sold as slaves.4 The Alonga steamer-boys were 
killed, or left for dead. One of these Atonga, however, whom the At"abs 
believed themseh'es to ha,·c killed, managed in spite of his terrible:; wounds to 
crawl by dl!grces,. to the lake shore, where he shouted for help. He was got on 
board the steamer, and ga,'e them an account of what had happened. Mean· 
time the survivors in the steamer heard the Yao shouting on the shore that all 
the white men were killed, and -::hat now was the time to attack the steamer. • 
The Sikhs beha"ed splendidly, but the hero at this crisis was Mr. Urquhart, the 
wounded eTrgillccr, who by dint of almost superhu man efforts, and bv worki ng 
at the dead of night. managed to get the steamer aRoat. After a 'five days' 
detention- nve days without sleep, in constant and incessant ddng(,l , and almost , 

• Dr. Boyce w .. II l'ar.i Doctor of Medicine, who had Leen engaged by me at Zanzibar as SulJ'!C'l 
10 tbe Indian o:>nlingent. 

• The lirlll en .. neer of Ihe /J{tml rtl . 
. I !he orderly, wilh the horror?f what had taken plaoe during the5t rew dll)·s. sut.equelll l)' went oUt nf 

h,s mmd, and 1I"as nel'er able to g1\"e II coberent aCOOllnt or t~ eircum5Wl«:S, oot it is helit.,,·ed t'-I th~ 
Arab did not wish II. (ellow :\Iuhammadan to be killed, and thererore induc:td the orderly to return 10 
the steamer. 

• Afttr the nlOSt tKlraordinary advtnturelthey ,uecee<h,d in reaching the e«ltI. 

c 
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Iri thout rood- the steamer noated off the sand-bank into deep water. The 
-.pounder gun was silently got ready by the Sikhs, and before the vessel 
~tcamed away, shell s were fired in rapid succession into howling crowds of 
Makanj ira's .men, who were dancing round camp fires, confident that a few more 
hours would \see the DOli/ira in their possession. . 

The death of Captain Magu ire took place on the 15th December, 189 1. 
;\0 news o( it reached 11IC IIntil Christmas Eve. just at the time when I was 
t!xpccting him to a rrive for Chnstmas day. I left at once for Blantyre, which 
I reached on the eveni ng of Christmas day, and there conferred with Mr. J ohn 
Buchanan and Mr. Fothering ham, the manager of tht· A fri can lAtkes Company. 
The latter at once pro ffered hi s co-operation in meeting the difficult situation 
on Lake Nyasa. We both started for the Upper S hire by different routes, and 
rc.lchcd Fort Johnston at the end of December. Here we found that the chief 
Msamara \\'ho li\'ed a little below Mponda on the west bank o f the S hire, had 
wmcd against us and with Zarall had sent a force of men to a ttack Fort 
Johnston , and although nothing more had come of the attack but a few wild 
shots, he had nevertheless been ra iding all rou nd the Fort. 

The bad news had brought vol untccrs hurrying lip from the south. Amongst 
them ca me l\'Ir. J. G. King. from Port Herald; Dr. A. Bla ir Watson; the late 
Mr. Gilbert Stevenson; and, a little later on, Commander J . H . Keane, H.N.1 

Fortu l'atcly Mponda had remained loyal , a nd althoug h for a few days the Fort 
and its garrison of wounded a nd exhausted men lay at his mercy , he had not 
only beel' neutral but had assis ted to defend the place against Zarall 's attacks. 
My arrival :.oon restored the morale of the S ikhs, who were literally in tears at 
Ihe death of their commander, but the Muhammacian I ndian sold iers had no t 
ra!lied from the feeling of discouragement caused by this disaster. Soon after­
"'ards they had, in fact, to be scnt back to I ndia, thoug h there were men 
amongst them who had striking ly distinguished themselves. It must be 
remembered, however, that they were all c.a\·a lry men , and not used to fighting 
on foot, or (;n board a ship, a nd all things considered behaved as well as might 
Ix ex pected. The Sikhs, however, throughout all thi~ crisis, never showed their 
!·terling worth more effectually. 

Another attac k on Makanj ira was impossible until we had got g unbvats a ll 
the lake. So I decided to restore our prestige by subduing those enemies who 
lI'ere nearer at hand and more vul nerable, to wit, l\1samara anQ Zarall. The 
chief fl1samara was captured and i'!lprisoned in the fort, together with some 
or hiS headmen, whilst an enquiry' was instituted into his culpability ror the 
~en~ raids. I regret to say that whilst in prison he poisoned himscl r but 
11 was rortunately done with the knowledge and connivance of his followers and 
consequently no sl ur was cast on the Administration for his death, his headmen 
Ihemsel"es asserting that their chief had committed suicide because he believed 
he was going to be hanged, an eventuality, however, of which there was little 
P~obabi lity. The war against Zarall was a more difficult matter. I was able 
\.\:,th the help of the volunteer officers and the Sikhs to capture all Zarall's 
~'lIages in the plains with relatively little loss of men; but to attack Zarafi 
In the hills was another matter. 1 While on our way thither, all Mponda's men 
who were acting as our porters ran away, and we were therefore compelled to 
"h'treat to Fort Johnston. Under the circumstances the flight of our porters was 
t e bes~ thing that could have happene4 to us, since we were embarked on an 
enterpnse far beyond our strength, although we did !lot know it at that timei 

I Arter..-ards made C.M .G. 

• • • 
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for another march would han! brought us to the base of Zarafi's hill. where we 
should probably h;we met with as serious a disaster as subsequently happened 
to another expedition. 

During all this crisis we were much helped by the Angoni, under Ch ifisi, 
f: wht) dU'elt at the back of Mponda's COUll try. Thel<e men came down in 

hundreds to assis t us in figh ting Zarafi. Unfortuna tely the Angoo i are not 
as brave as they look, and we subsequently found they were very broken reed!; 
to depend on in hard fighting. Zara-Ii had, nc\'erthelcss, suffered so muc~ at 
our hands by the loss of all his villages in the plains that he ceased his raids, 
and commenced negotiations for peace. No doubt these negotiations were ani)' 
intended to ga in time, but I welcomed them as a valuable respi te, and did not 
intend to take any further s teps against Zarafi until I could receive reinforce­
ments of offi cers a nd men. By the capture uf Zarafi 's low- ly ing towns I had 
prevented for some time to come any attempts on his part to obstruct the 
navigation of the Shi re; this end was still further attai ned by the im prisonmen t 
of the chief Msamara who subsequently committed suicide at Fort Johnston. 

I again returned to Zomba, determ ined to apply myself now to the o n­
sideration. of ou r financial posi tion, for s ince my arrival in Brit ish Central Africa 
in July, 189 1. I had not had a spare day in which to turn to accounts. U p ti ll 
this time it must be remembered that I had to be my own secretary and 
accountant, and the pressure of offi ce work was almost more than 1 could 
s tand. Captain Sclater was busily employed in making roads, and th is work 
was so necess<1.ry I did not like to call him off it for other purposes; Mr. Sharpe 
was not yet back from lea\'e of absence in England. 

I had j ust begun to settle down once more to office work at Zomba when 
another message a rrived with disastrous news. On the 24th F~bruary, 11:192, 
1 received a note from Dr. Watson inform ing me that after my departure a 
large force of Angolli had come down and placed their services at the disposal 
o f l\'Ir. J . G. King, whom I had left in charge of Fort J ohnston as chief of that 
s tation, a nd Mr. K ing Jlao resolved, then and there, to attack Zarafi, who had 
once morc become troublesome ; that the expedition had resulted in a vcry 
serious repulse at the foot of Zarafi's hill , in which but for the dogged bravery 
of a Naval Petty Officer, Mr. H enry Inge, lent by the river gunboats, nearly the 
whole o f the expedition must have been ann ihilated. He went on to relate 
that at the ~inning of the engagement Mr. King ha d been shot through the 
lungs, and that he himself (Dr. Watson) had been wounded in the fi ght; t11M 
some six Indian soldiers had been killed and several Swahilis ; that anoth(!T 
fourteen Ind ian soldiers were missing; 1 and that the 7-pounder gun which 
Mr. Inge used till the ammunition was exhausted, to distract the enemy from 
followi ng the defeatcd expedition, had had to be abandoned in the bu!>h. 
Fortunately at this juncture Commander Keane, R.N., was staying with mI', 
having onlY'1 uitted Fort Johnston a short t ime before. On -my il1Vitat;on he: 
returned there a nd rest~~d the situation as well as possible. 

J am g lad to say th,1t both Mr. King and Dr. Watson rCCQver~d from their 
wounds. The recovery or the formcr w«s quite extraordinary as he W(l!; 

practically shot through the lungs.2 Our ultimate losses were found to ha\"e 
consisted of the 7-poundcr g un, a few riAes and cases of a mmunition ; and six 

, These .ul~ueolly reached Fort Johll$l.on hy deviolls routl::l, one after more than thirtL~n dl)'S in 
the bush with IlOthLnI: bul gl'lllilli, Id.ves, .nd roots [0 eat. 

~ For ~r. alie .. '· .... I. he Will Vi~·C..msul III Chind,,: oUI to my , de.:p regr"t died Rt thAI plac<I 
-Oil l'i O'·CIIII.ocr jO, 1896. 
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Indian sepoys and three Zanzibari soldiers killed. This time may be taken as 
the nadir of our fortunes. The slave-trading chiefs at Chiradzulu began to 
gh'c trouble by committing highway robberies on the roads between ZOI.nba 
ann Hlant)'r~ and Blantyre and Matope. The Ndirande I people joined them in 
these dcpr(.-dations, and Matipwiri, a vcry powerful Yao chief who dwelt near 
the Portuguese border at the back of the MJanjc Mountain, together with 
Kawinga, st:',1 t out raiding parties from t ime to tillie to rob our ca rriers and to 
carry off slaves. Makanjira having received an enormous accession of strength 
and prestige from the death of Captain Magui re. crossed the lake to the opposite 
peninsula of the Rifu , and with the aid of the disaffected party there drove 
Ka1.cmbe from power as punishment fo r his alliance with the English. 
Kazembe fled to the south. Thus both sides of this narrow ferry were in the 
hands of the enemies of the E ngl ish. Makanjira's next attempts were di rected 
a<1ai llst Jumbc, and he began a war with him. which eventually terminated in the 
f~lowing year by Jumbe's loss of all his territory except hi s capital town . 
Fortunately the Arabs at the north end were not ready to recommence the 
war; and M ponda, who held the key of the situation at the sou th end of Lake 
~}'asa, remained faithful to us. Then Mr. Shnrpe returned from . leave of 
absence in England, and the terrible pressure of the official work on my 
shou lders was lightened. Moreover I received my first accountant in the 
person of Mr. William Wheeler, 
who assisted me in getting our 
finances ir.to order. 

Captain Sclater had been of 
great assistance to me through 
this trying time, and had made 
a rapid journey to the coast to 
obtain thJllgs that were wanted, 
and to engage somt: more men. 
Amongst hl~ recruits was 1\1 r. 
Wheeler, who had come to us 
from a position of accountant in 
the service of the Union Steam­
ship Company. 

i lul in March, 1892, after the 
disaster at Zarafi 's, the fortunes of 
the young Administra tion seemed 
certainly at their lowest ebb i and 
what distressed me much more at 

• this pcri-xl than our wars with the 
Yao, or any trouble that could 
be gi"en by the black men, was MR. \\' l1.I..IAM \\' Il F.Jel.f.I. 

the attitude of the white settlers 
and some of the lil1issionaries. It c;'\nnot be said that the Administration in its 
earlier days was uni versally popular amongst the Europeans, especially those 
~'ho dwelt in the Shire province. I The proclamation of the British Protectorate 

ad bcel~ followed by a wholesale g rabbillg of land; or, where it is not fair 
~ describe the acquisition of land as "grabbing," at any rate huge tracts 
ad been bought for disproportionate am unts from the natives, and there were 

I Xdi ' lll1d~ il II mOUlllllin Q,·cllooking Ill.nt)'rc. 
~ NI)w the chief llee<)Untlint of the Br~i$h Ql1trai Arrica Admini.!;lmlion . 

• 
• 
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many claims that overlapped and required adjustment. The settlers knew that 
1 was entrusted with the task of enqu iring into and settl ing their claims, and 
many of them anticipated with some accuracy that thei r claims would not be 
sanctioned, either wholly or even at all. They werc therefore di:>posed to 

• weaken my position as much as they could by cavilling at all my a <:ts, and 
making: all the capital they could ou t of my misfortunt:s. 111 regard to a 
certain Missionary Society in the Shi re l-lighland$, its hostile attitude was 
of more complex origin. It had acquired, and acquired by good means, a very 
strong in fl uence over the natives. It's rcprcsentat;\·cs were men of great 
natural ability who, whether conscious of it or not, enjoyed to the full the 
power of governing. S till they had not been appoin ted to admin ister this 
country b}, the Government, and it was impossible to allow them to take 
the law into their own hands as they were in the habit of doi ng, by holding 
informal courts and admin istering justice. Loth as I was to come illto conn iet 
with any Missionar), Society- as I have always been a sincere admirer of the 
results of mission work- l found myself inevitably at issue with certain mcn 
at Blantyre and elsewhere. I t is not worth while describing the ways in \ ... hich 
through misrepresentation in the Press, letters to the Foreign O ffi ce, and strong 
local opposition my life and the lh'es of my subordinates were made unbearable: 
for I suppose the same conflict ha<; occu rred with the commencemen t of all 
attempts to found an Admin istration among headstrong, sturdy pioneers. I 
merely refer to these foolish dead-and-forgotlcn quarrels because in a small way 
they enter into the woof of our history at this period, for I cannot too strongly 
asscrt , as a fact perhaps not sufficiently appreciated, that d uri ng my SC'venteen 
years' acquaintance with Africa the difficulties raised up again;;;! my work by 
Europeans have infini tely exceeded the t rouble givcn me by negroes or .. \rabs.. 

Captai n Charles Edward Johnson, of the 36th Sikhs. arrived in the month 
of J une to take the place of the late Captain Maguire. He soon brought order 
int'o our disorg'anised forces, and there accompanied him a sma ll detachment of 
Sikhs which proved a very useful rein fOr< . .'cment. Com mander Keane W<lS 

released by the arri\'al of Captain Johnson and received a C. M.G. in reward 
for his services. Before Captain Johnson could get an expedition read)' I was 
obliged to dispatch a small force under Mr. Sharpe and Captain Sclater against 
the highway ·robbers of M1. Chiradzulu. 1 _ 

At the beginn ing of July, 1892, we rc: . .'ceived a visit from Ad m.iral N icholson, 
who \\las commanding on the Cape St<i.tion. Being absen t at Fort Joh nston. 
I dispatch ... -d Mr. Sharpe to meet the Admiral at Chiromo, whilst I journeyca 
to Blantyre. As regards bad news, I had one hou r after I reached Blantyre 
which I sha11 always remember ;LS a kind of Job's experiencc. ,,,l ithin that 
one hou r arrived the following pieces of information. 1;irst came a messcnger ~ 
to say that a raid had bt.-Cll made by the Yao Oil the Blantyre-Zomba rCOld," 
caravan attacked and a qua ntity of goods stolen. Then came another message 
from Katunga. on the ~lire, with the news tha t Mr. Sharpe's boat, on his way 
down to Chiromo. haC: been capsized by a hipl>opotamus. and that l\'ir, Sharpe 
and all his comp'l.llion:; werc d rowned.! Lastly came the post with the news 

, Chirarhu/u is /I "cr), finc piclur~ue DlolHltRin about 5,500 fl. in height, mid"';!r between Zoml. tnd 
BlAntyre. The jilin sellJoo on thi~ mountain .;;in« Ihe l'ao Illids of 1861-:1 and -3 lI'cre "el)' Irollble.o/l1~ 

10 I.he firsl missioo:lrics nm11'Iauler'S, and g:t1'C II greal d('llJ of lIuno)'ancc in the enrly days of lhe l' dmir,i" 
11lI1101l. They ,,'ere dWFOughgoing sla\1:!.raiders, and wert' nol ·/ina"r subdued until lhe winter of 1893-. 

• Two Of th ree of Mr. SllarpC"'s 11K'll were !/rowned , bllt he (ortunately succeeded in s.imtTll.'" 
ashorc where he WaJ enmtually picked UI) by II. I1llUI'e CIlJlOo!. l ie lost, hOlltl'cr el'erything he had Wilh 
him, including 5Omt: ... luablo: gun,. ' 
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bat the New Oriental Bank, in which were invested a good proportion of ? ur 
}und~, had failed. I Following close on this tale of d isasters came Admi ral 
~icholo.;on, fortunat~ly accompanied by i\'1r. Sharpe, the news of wh~st.· 
untimely death had fa irly taken all the heart ou t of me. Probably AdmIral 
;\lcholson has never known to this day why I re<:cived him with so much 
clm.tion. . 

In May. ]892, Mr. J ohn L Nicoll had returned fre m leave of absence III 

En:::-land, and had entered the serviLe o f the Brit ish Central .A r~ica Admi l~istra­
lion. J l'e was appointed collector for the South :-.Iyasa. d,stnct_ to resLde at 

)lit. N1OOI.I.'S 1I011SI'; AT I'OliT JOH l'o'S1'O.'· 

ForI Johnston. In nearly three years' residence he effected a remarkable 
impro\'cment in affairs 011 the Upper Shire and at the south end of the 
lake. 'larafi 's raids were checked, tbe river was pol iced and rendered safe , 

• and Mponda was kept in Qrder. In the summer of this same year two 
Importan( exped itions arrived in the country. One was the dispatch from 
~ngland of three gunboats in .sect ions for Lake Nyasa and the Upper Shire. 
rh~ bo .. ts had been obtained by the initiative of Lord Salisbury, when 
the news fi rst arrtved of the disasters on the lake. consequent on the death 
or Captain Cecil Maguire. The Admiralt), undertook the charge of furnishing 
t(hC:l>C gunboats, and they were sent yut under the charge of Lieutenant 
now Commander) Hope Robertson, R.N.! The other ex-pedi.ti.on was that 

~ 'J."he ~k lubs..."'9uent1y )JIIid us in full, though ~ for aboul a )'ear afltrwaros. 
fa] h r ill~ sen'icn In conveying lh~ I:'mbor.t$ to lAke Nya_, brin~nR .bout their rapid and success­
Itobtr~TIIoCuon, and aflerwaros OO1lll1landin!; 1\lel1l on La\"" Nyua In ''llrious tl\m~igns, Ut\llenant 

I10n was pwmoted, and w.~ nl.d" A. C. M .C. 

• • • 
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under Major von Wissman n, who at the head of a large expedition was COn­
veying a steamer (named after himsel f ) to Lake Nyasa, on behalf of the 
German Anti-S lavery Society. • 

h1 the middle of 1892 our Customs Regulations r~ceived definite form. 
Mr. H. A. Hillier, who had joined the Administration in 189 1, wa!) Jnade 
principal Customs Officer at Chi romo, and the efficiency of ou r Customs 
service owes much to his organization. In 1896 he was made Director-General 
of Customs. In 1892 also the fi rst steps were taken to institute a Hu t tax. 
The question of the taxation o f the natives was in its in itial stages a 

TIl~ItS 1'1.A!'ITfW IIV Mil. S ICOI.L . "T JlO RT JOIiSSTOS (TWO \'£'\15' GROWTH) 

dIffi cult one to settle. In taking over the Lower Shire district on the west 
ban k of the t;hire from the Portuguese in the middle of 1891, the natives 
who had been accustomed to pay taxes to the Portuguese had asked me 
to assess their taxes, if possible, at a lower rate. On enqu iry I asc("rtained 
that they had paid a capitat ion tax of something like hatf-a-crown a h<;ad 
per annum, which tax was Icvied indifferen tly on men, women, and children. 
The chiefs o f the Lower S hire nativcs, however, were of opinion that they 
would prefer a Hut to a Poll tax. I=:s timati ng the average number of hut 
occupants at three, their furmer Poll tax would have resul ted in each 
household paying about 7s. 6d. per annum. I therefore proposed to 
compromise the matter by fixing the annual H ut tax at 6s. per annum 
and abolishing the Capitation Dues. The nat;\·es seemed well satisfied "·jth 

, 
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this l>roposal. Gradually, however. it became obdous that if the natives of the 
Lower Shire district were to pay taxes, the other natives of such portions 
of the Protectorate 'as we were obliged to administer at our own cost, should 
do the same. lFor a year, r talked this over with the leading chiefs of the Sbire 
province (the only po rtIon of the Protectorate we were then prepared to 
admin ister1 and got most of them to agree to the principle that the natives 
of the Protectorate should contrIbute, to a reasonable extent, towards the 
re\'CIH1C. The idea of taxing the natives, however, was s trongly opposed by 
the missionaries, and also by many of the t raders and planters, who believed 
it would cause discontent and would make nati\'e labour dearer, I still held 
to my \'iew, nevertheless, that those natives of British Central Africa who 

'rltJ~ N \' ASA GUNIIOA'I'S l!lo' N K AT4 H,\Y, WII.ST N ' -AIl,\ 

were unable to protect themselves from the incursions of slave raiders, or 
who by their own misconduct compelled the intervention of the Administration 
for the rr.ainte·nance of law and order, should contribute as far as their means 

• allowed,towards the revenue of the Protectorate, for it was not to be supposed 
~hat the British taxpayer, or the British South Africa Cnmpany, could continue 
Indefin itely finding subsidies for the support of the Protectorate; that the 
Protcrtorate must justify its existence _ by eventually supporti ng itself on its 
locally raised revenue, At a meeting"\vith some of the leading missionaries 
and plan ters at Blantyre, in the winter oi ' &)2, I agreed to propose to the 
Secretary of State that the Hut tax shoulc!. be reduced to 35. per annum, and 
eventually it was fixed in (he Queen's Regulations at that sum. 

The ol1ly other taxation incumbent on the natives was the taking oul f a gun license, for which the same sum was charged as in the case of 
'u~opealls and foreigners. namely, £, for fh'e years, or in the case of the 

natives, 4S. per annum. The payment of the I-I ut tax was at first confined 

• 

• 
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\1} certain portions of the Shire province. Gr~duall.y i~ was enforced through. 
out the Sh ire province. .\t the I?resCllt lime It . ' ~ enforced ~hrou~huut 
all lhe I'rott.'ctoratc with the e:.:ceptlon of that portIon 6f the \\ est Nyas.1 
district which is inhabited by the northern . \ngoni. who a t prescnt decline 
to pay taxe:! 10 the .\dmini;;lratioTl but on the ol l1(.'r hand remain quit.1 
and free from cj\'il war, and therefore do not compel us to go to the expen~ of 
administering their country. E\cntuallr. no doubt, by friendly arrangement tht: 
Il ut lax will be enforced even here. In all other parts of the Pro tectorate it has 
never been put in forc~ without. a I;' ropcr arrangement tJ:cing c~me to with the 
nati",! chiefs. 'l!xcept III such chstnclS as where the chlefs-\ ao or .A.rabs 
h:l\e "one to war with us. Then as one of the condi tions of peace or one of 
the r~sults of conquest. the Hut ta:>.: has been cventuall y enforced. T he 

• 
revenue derived from this sou rce in 1893 was about £ 1,639- In the financial 
year endcd March 31st, 1896. it amounted to [ 4,695 in valuc. 

in thc carly autumn of IS92 I commenced the lanel settlement, and by 
degrees every estate or land claim between the Lower S hire distr1ct and Lakes 
T anganyika and l\'1weru and the Cpper Luapula was visited and enquired into 
by Mr. Alfred S harpe, Captain Sclater or myself. Ad missible claims were 
divided into two kinds: claims to mineral rights, and clai ms to land with or 
without mineral rights.' In thc case of treaties conferring mining right-. 
the invcstigation \1 as relatively s implc. The chie f or chiefs alleged to . be 
thc grantors of such cOllcessions wcrc e:>.:aminL'<i and if thcy admitted making 
the ~r .. nt , and it could be ShOWll that they had received fair value for thc same. 
the ?,i nillg concessions were confirmed. I n regard to land, long occu~tion 
and improvcments were rcgarded as almost the best titles. l ' hcse qualificatioJl' 
h(mcvcr, applied to vcry few estates in British Central Africa, as in most ca>;c~ 

1 .lnaum~ihl~ cI .. ill~ ... cre thole .. hich oonre" ed lk>Veleign Tj~htJ or s;:rantall.ny mooopvly or \.-.' . 
'OC"IlIO.~enl .. nh the \'llnoll5 tre.tiu ..... \h }'o""ij;n !'O .. ·t IIIO " 'lIieli Great lJ rill.iu .... " 11 party. 

, 
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the ,t'ttlers had only arrived after ~he proclamation of the Protectorate. Only 
in .1~CS of vcry lengthy occupation and much cultivation or building were 
cl ail1l~ <;anctioned which were unsupported by prorx:rlr executed documents. 
En' lI when land had been purchased. and the sale on the part of the chief was 
nllt repudiated, and the d~ ()~ sale was authentic, the conccssion naire was 
requ ired to show what c?t1slder:ltlon had beeT.' paid, and if the ~rantor was not 
con"idcred to have recei ved fa ir val ue for 1m. land the g rantee had either to 
supplement his. first paym~l1t by.another, or the, area of his estate was reduced 
Ivan exten t fairly compatible with the sum paid. As land was of very little 
value before the establishment o f the Administration, and as undoubtedly !.he 
~ett !cr.; had conferred g reat benefi ts on the country by clearing and planting, 
laml was not rated at a high \':due in these settlemen ts. T hreepencc an acre 
was the max:i mum, and this o nly in ex:ceptionalJy f.woured di:-;tricts like Mlanje 
and Blantyre, Sometimes the va lue of the land was computed at as low as a 
halfpenny an acre, Except on very small esta tes the existing nati\'e villages 
and planta tions were ex:empted from all these purchases, and the nati,'cs were 
inrormed that the sale o f the surrou nding land did not include the alienation of 
their homes and plantat ions, T he fact is, that at the ti me the chief~ sold land 
til the Eu ropea ns they were very heedless of the results. A II the), desired was 
the immediate possession of the trade goods or money given ill pay ment. The 
tenure or the lan d in reality WilS t rib..l ; tha t i.~ to say theoretically the chief 
had no right to alienate the land, but he had assumed such right and his 
a~~umptiot1 was tacitly accepted by hi s people. I t was, ho\\,e\'cr, highly 
ll ecc~sary to secu re these people rrom the results of their chier s heedlc:-;.~ness, in 
many cases, as they were apt to become the serfs of the white man when he 
b~an to appear as their O\·er-Iandlord. One or the results or the land set tlement, 
then:/(, re, was to oompletely rree the nath'es from any dependenc), on thc white 
~elll.:r, by restoring to them the inalienable occupanc), or their villages and 
plantations. Moreover, in sanctioning the \'arious concessions in the name 
nf the Government we reserved to the Crown the right to make ra..cls. railways, 
(,r canals over anybody's property without compens..tion : the con trol of the 
water supply ; and where mining rights were included in the concession , a 
royalt}, on the produce of the mines. In each dt.'Cd (the (keels II'cre styled 
.. Ccrtificates o f Claim ") the boundaries of the propert), wcre set forth with 
sc<lulous accuraC)" and it was provided that all these deeds sh~uld be even­
tually supplemented by an authoritati"e survey made by a Government surveyor, 
a proccss which is fast being completed, On the whole the settlemen t ~I'as well 
actcJltcd by the Europeans, while it ga\'e distinct satisfaction to the !l.alrves, and 
\\ 'l'" approvea without mod ification by Her Majesty's Government. I hrou,ghout 
thl' lI'~o le settlemen t I believe I am right in s..ying that only o~le dispute 
~l~ard1rlg boundaries was brought into Court and not sett led almcably and 
III j"rmally in my offi ce, \Vhell all these clai ms had been arranged I conclud,ed, 
on l>chalf of the Crowll treaties with all the chiers of the Protectorate, securmg 
('r"wn control c .... er th~ remai nder o f the land, which the nati ves were hence­
f('Tlh unable to alienate without the sanction or the Commissioncr. in some 
C-h('~ large sums o f mOlley were spent by the GO\'ern1T!cnt in buying up the 
Il,hte land rrom the natives where it was deemed aClvlsable that a complete 
~(>11tro l ,Over its disposal should be cx:crcised. Ex:cept over a small .area o~ land 
I hn h IS ,absolutely Crown property, a percen~age on the sellI ng P rlCC or 
th ren t IS paid to the nati ve chief when portIons or the Crown I,wcis are 
let " r sold, 

8 
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I n the same year, 1892, the foundation of ou r Cou ru; of Justice was laid. 

A t my recommendation a number of officials were given warrants as magis­
trates by the Secretary of State, and were thus enabled to' administer justice 
to Europeans and other foreigners under the" Africa Orders in COtlllcil of 181)9 
and I $g3." I It was theoretically supposed that justice to nati"c~ only was ad­
ministcrl.>d by native chiefs, but in reali ty the native courts are practically held 
by British magistrates in the name of the local chief or as his representative; 
for o\'cr most of the districts the native chiefs have surrendered to us by 
treaty their justiciary righ ts. Still, in some districts, native chicfs are 
encou raged to · settle all minor cases thcmselves, and the nativcs are not 
allowed to go to the European magis\ratc except where the native chief cannot 
be relied on for fairncss. No native chief or British magistrate, howc\'cr, is 

TItK ""'TUNG" ~o"o IN l ' U :'''IH1!I'1':ITIl''TION 1)",'5 

allowed to carry out a death scntence on a nath'e without first referring the 
casc to the Com missioncr for consideration, and obtain ing his sanction to the 
verdici and "Cntence. 

As far hack as 1891 we had commenced road-making. Captain Sclater 
had begun to de"r a roadJrom Chi romo to Zoa, with the intention of ultimal't!lr 
carrying on this road to Mlanje in onc di rccion, and to Blnut)'re and Zomba ill 
another. It was found, however, to be of more urgent need to the community 
that the ro.'1d between Katunga and Blanty re should be made passable for 
waggons. ConSC<juently Captain Sclater undertook the reconstruct ion of the 
Katunga road ;' which proved to be a very lengthy and expensivc bus i nc!'~ 
and is 110t yet finally confpletcd. 

I n the summer of 1892 Captain Stai rs' expedition returned from Katanga. 
'Thai ~ only *,'plioo to nrilil;l, anti I!ritU;i, ))f{)tc<:t~ ,"bjeet~; that of IS93 ~a,e UII. in "irille 

,,r trtati .... alP!rudc:d, jllrooiClion O"er a.lI ~lIbjc<:tB or fortign St.a.tn \\'ilhin the limiu or Ihe PrQl~lij".tc. 
'II had I.e.:n priginally mllde l.1y the LAkes Complmy, 1.1111 it w'as linl" 1II0ro: IhlUl II rough lrack, 

without "ridges. antl a lmost ;rnllnJSII"'" rOl' "'lIggons. 


