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SECTION XXX. 

"'r III·; imporfarwe nf inl.rodut;in,g', 011 til is island, extt'lISi\,t! plan

tatioll~ or tr~e~. fOl' the 1)l'f))f)~I's uf timher and ftlt'l, lIa ... ht:t!1I SII 

fn:'(luf'-utly hrollf!bt In the notice:: flf Ih (' landllOhlel's, til rough the 

melliLlI~ of the SL Ilel c:: na R(>gisicr, that it sf'pmed sl:arcely requi

~ite 1.) all,] any thin,!..;" uwre u(>nJl this ~1I1~iect; particularJyas a 

spirit fM planting' has heclI cvinc("d, which llIay I~ad 10 grcHt 
improvemellts, and prove highl." hcnf'iicial to the prci'cnt, as well 

as fll'ure A"enerationo:.:. 
Latdy, JIOW~vt~ l', I lIl e t with a )lapEl' upon /\[1'. Curwen's 

plantations. I t is indeed t.ruly applicable to the cil'(~nmst.aH(,I·s 

oftlli .... island; and as it couiaills the r('sult of exp~l'ienceJ and the 
opiniotl~ of a respectable lmiivid lIul who has vt!ry lar'gt-Iy ellgag~d 
ill the impro,'cmcnt of Ilis estates by " 1Iiulling pluntatiofls Oil

»ullt,1/-iJu1dJ'el'f!ll-l1IlOuntflinpw.;lltl'f! lands, " I am inclined to think 

lilis communication will attract attentioll. 

The account nf~'J r. Curwen's plaJltations is pef~lIl irll'ly calculated 
to confirm t!Jut ltul(luble spirit ''v-hiclr has ltt:~11 awakenell, to 
stimulate exertion, and 1n impress fin the lIIilltJs: of those, who may 
entertain uoubts as to the advantages of convert in~ some (If their 
hill lands intf) plantations, that " no speculation can hold Ollt a 
mote flattering prospect." 

Btlt, the pro.<_pect here is far more promising than that inferred 
by Mr. Curwen. Ld anyone examine. and duly consider" the 

deductions which have been given in the Uegister for July. 1811. 

Dd 
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p. 17. let him (:olllpan: tJH! fact.'!' on wllich those dedtlctions are 

found ed-l et him look at tllose tret's. th~ growth of which lias 
heell recorded-311f1 li e will , I trust, find the rea~oning incontro
vert.ih1e: besides, ill regard to t11e trees that llave beelt lIoticed, 
of twenly-... ix years growth, jt is proper here to ubstrvt' , tllat til ere 

is not one 1hat lIas been treated as it ought to have hcen: they 
Ilavt'! all Lt'cn placetl foo much nsunf'ler, and tiH're l,y Jeprivetl of 

the atlvnntage 01" sliellering ~acl l uther, and of being «ll'Uwn up 
jnto straig-ht tirnher. Theil' stems have lW€1l d t' liuded of tlll::il' 

• 
hnlllches to the height ur 1~ or W teet; the soi l in which tIll!), 
grow liaS heen then.'uy too JlHH.: h exposeu to the sun's ra),s, aud 
from these canst's there l~ann()t l)f~ a douht tlley have l',cni\'etJ a 

eOJlslflenthlt clled.. Had they lwen I'laHtt~ d and t.l'e[ilt'd ~H.'conl
illg tn .Mr. MilicI', there is good l'~aS(J n to b e licve tlwy would 
sllc('ct"d beuer: !Jut t.akillg- till' UI as I:li ey ar(' .• th (,), lJl'e HOW valuahle. 

hoth for timlH'r and fuel. 
Mr. Cnrwell I::st.inmtt· ... Ilis In:t"s at sixty yeal's .~'ruw th , and 

their value at tllrce hlllHlred pounds pel' m:I'C. Tlll~ c)7;timatc 1 

ha,·c taken is at twenty years ouly; ami the vHlue (a t thil'i i ... land 
price of timber and fuel ) exceecJs te ll times that ."UIIl. What a 
vast encouragement is this to u speculation wlJicll is gt-Herally 

admitted in I~nglalld to be one of the most profitable, in wlli ch a 
1amlholder can engage! 

When it is considered also that a single individual (i\fr. Jollll!!s 
of Havod ) has formed the resolution of planting one million of 
trees annnally. ought nut this 10 stimulate the united tdlurts of 

the seventy Jallt1l10111el's ufSt. Helena ? who migllt assur(~dly, with 

ease accomplish O1ie ten-tit of-this numuer every Yt!ar. If such a 
l~solution were Hdopted by them, it wouhl J in the cour.';;e ofaiew 

years rend,::r St. Helena abundant in fuel; and in twenty yeurs~ 

Section XXVlll. 
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or less, there would he a flnfficient quantity of timber for all the 
various purposes required in Lmildin .~s and at tile f:mn .... 

The u~jt'd of pluutation.'I. is illd\ ~nl so illlpurtont ill every pomt 

of view, til e f'ertainty of success on this i!oi1il:1l11, so dearly esta

blished on the has is of facts, alld the atlv<llltageulls consequences 
that would Iw felt by the Lonl ... l>roprjd~,r~, as well as individuals, 

flU "Ny great dial it ,Iest rves tllC most scrinus attentioll, alltl in 

my opi nioll, IIUglit to l:aJl forth every possible exertion, both 

puhlic and private (lur sOllie years tu f'ome) ill order 10 restore 
wood to this IUllg ueglecteu alltl tlCIlUlled ~pot. 
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PART II. 

NARRATIVE OF THE MUTINY, IN DECEMBER, 18U. 

= 

Colonel BeatRoll's Rl'llflJ't to tlw lIrmnurable the Cuurt (:/ DiN'cto" fir the 

/fUllit.'1 (tf th e UI/ited East India CompaliY. 

HONOUltAULE ~IRS. 

A MOST daring mutiny having broken out in the St. Helena 
inflllltry, 011 the night of' tht' 23d lilt. for the avowt>d purpose df 

~eizing l{ly persoll, OHld suhverting tllis government, it, uecomes 
my duty to l;ty belore YOII a geuera) view of the ('a uses which let! 
to these licentious. ami highly criminal procet:dings; logether 
with a detail of every circumstance that occurred, as wen as th~ 
measures I adopted., from the commencement of tlte mutiny, until 
the surrender of the mutineers i which h~'ppily lell to the com~ 
plett' fe-estahlishment of.military subordination. 

Your HOllonrable Court is well aware of the state of St. Helena 
at the time you did me the honour to appoint me to this govern 
ment. On my arrival in July, 1808. I found a population of 
3600 ,living ~lUlost wholly upon the puUlic stores i and obtaining 
most of the ne!=es~aries of life in profusion, at prices not excec::uing 
one tb'ird of the prime cost. 'l'he con~equeDces of so unprecedented 

" ~ystE~ J.1l :(as might naturally lJe expected) were the neglect of 
cuJtivation,-the d~~]jDe ofindustry,-and an' i,n,amense auglDenta~ 
,non in the an~ual ~harges of the island. 
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Tqi. augmentation between the yearslSOOand 1808, had been 
gradually progressive from £51,030. to £04,961. per annum. 

The sums L51,030. IUld LI1-41961. are tbe "net charge.," Freight and contingent 

losses upon provisions, and stores, received annually from England, India, and China, 

being settled at the India-house, are not included in the island accounts. 

Lting freight from India at L30. per ton (which illelS tban the avenge in time of 

war) and adding this rate, and the cootingent expenee., to L114,961. in 1808, I find the 

actual charges of that year amounted to L157,356.; aod if the same proportion offreighl, 

&c. be Itdded to L51,OSO. in 1800, the total is L69,OOO.; consequently the charges of 

this amall island had risen from L69,OOO. in J800, to L]57,356. in 1808. 
This augmentadon of L 88,356. in the Ilnnual charges, originated chiefly, in a new 

and very C,'xtraordil'lary system, which had gradually crept in, nf feeding the population 
from the Company'. siores. Thc cau!le of thOle additional expenc('S being ascertained, 

it was easy to a{'['ly proper remediet; hilt in doiag so, I certainly could not expect to gain 

the good will of the St. Heleniam: this will nplain the" general dissatisfaction" 

alluded to . 

. It may ~ proper in this place to absene, that the dect of the measures introduced 

since 1808, h ... been to reduce the expences from LI57,35G. per annum, to LI04,B80. 

in lS12-thUl, producing a laving to the Honourable Rut India Company of L52,416. 

per aanum. Thill observation will be ilhllltrated by tbe follmng Stat.ment which was 
laid: before the Honourable Eut India Directon, in April, 18'14. 

Comparative P"'cew of St. H,len. Cho"'ge •• 1808-1812 . 
.. .... 

Total Cbarl':'c Total Charre Diff"ereocI, or 
1808. 181t, s.,.lIIg 

L . 1- L. 
Net Ch~I, per Island Account., 114,961 91,748 28,218 

.;l ~ ~..;.tion,;n Ii ... of freight, to "o'~ I ,:; = .M I from England, - - 5,000 ~,OOO '.000 t i § FreigLt from India and China, at Uo. 
'0< per ton. - ~ - ~ 5J/190 1.660 28,180 

(j i 1 LOt. upon arrack Ieagm, ~ 951 - . 951 
.- Lo. upon bed, pork, And lour cask" 6,l.64 2.511 2,511 --

To"" 157;856 1~,8S0 I 52,476 

nit .. -ring 01 LS2,416. in tbe annal charges, wu the effect of regul.tion. ,ad re. 

ttrictioD. upoB the iItue. ,Dd .Ie of proriIioGI &alb the Compact • .tore. i • of iD~ 
d .... , 1110 pIougb, aod aMD,....,... of Eaglillo h .. ,b •• chy, 'WlUc:b ba .. IocI ......... 
• ~e of cultbatioa. 
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I ',found ·. , garrison, as we.ll as many of the inhabitants, immersed 
in the gros!le!\t intemperance. from the facitity of obtaining. and 
tbeirescessive use of. spirituoo~ liquors; and I fuund that abuses 
obtai~ed in some of the dep.'1ftments. The measures I resorted 
to, in 'correcting so nlany existing evils, (and which have been 
hOnoured"by your entire approbation), must be in the recoll~c
tion of your Honourable Court. 
~ W'hil8t I was carrying {orwor,i my official duties, upon princi

pl'e:q \ of stne,t justice between the Company and individuals, I 
was often 8HSaiIed wilh reports of intended mutinies. These 
were som"etilnes cOD"eyed in anonymous papers, and drculllted • 
. no doubt, with a view of intimidating me fronl persevering in u 
system of reform, which had become necessary, and which I wa." 
firmly-resolved to pnr~ue. Althongh t.hese vile means, And some 
other eircum!;tances, evinced a general dissati~faction. yet; con
scion. of the nprightness of my conduct, I totally disregarded 
them, and those factious ftnd discontented men, who took th'e lead 
in these despicable .and seditions attempts, finding that their mea'h 
and .onbecoming artifice had not the desired effect, were apparently 
lulled for oiaRY ··1OORth. pli,t. Very lately, llOwever, wheo a 
temporary inconvenience was felt, arising from our reduced stock 
of, 8001',· and the total want of rice in the public stores, this 
8ccasion Wlis eagerly laid hold of, and became ' a plea for the 
... ival of 'n"reasonable demands, accompanied with menaoes of 
mutiny and ... hellion . 

:n.e; .... t<>fbread corn was the pr~teM.1l ca .. ", ·of dissati ... 
laetioir,,; "bu4i", bil'cumitanceR have . since clea'rly shewn that the 
""'~t.,{tlteft.teiviole\lt O"i89'I"'O, was ~compeJ this govem-
1IieIit ... · ~. ipIIita.~i t1he gaITi .on ; . 'an ol>ject ' tn "hich "err 
... .t..lt'llllidlei .. "'itn.lh deep and warn; ,iuWt!ot: . 

1fibeAi;! '1mptomsof ~""_ .. ppea,,,d on Sunday morning 
. Ee 
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the 22d of December: the particulars ""ill be found ill the fol
lowing General Orders; 

Janu!I" Town, 23d December, 1811. 

GENERAL ORDERS . 
.. On Friday last, wben it was reported to tbe Governor that 

no sUI_plies of potatoeR had been. sent to market, and that con
siderable inconvenience was, in consequence, felt by the soldiers 
in garrison, he instantly adopt~d the only measure which was 
practicable for removing that inconvenience. Accoruingly, a 
Proclamation· was issued, which, he has no doubt, win secure 
supplies of t.hat necessary artirle of food, in sufficient quantity to 
meet the imports of 1I0ur and rice that are hourly expected. 

(, The Governor's consilleration for the comforts of the soldiers, 

was again nlanifested, by the orders that were immediately issued, 
JW a Court of Inquiry to assemble. for the purpose of investigat
ing the real and true causes of the inconvenience complained of. 
00 SatUl'day evening he was furnished with the proceedings of 
the Court; by which be plainly perceived, that for want of pota
toes having been sent to market, and a premeditated design tu 
make complaiuts, a temporary inconvenience was created. Never
theless, he felt every inclination to remove jt; fOf. when it Was 
reported on Sunday morning, that there was no bread in the 
me ..... be immediately ordered twenty bushels of potatoes from 
Plantation-house farm to be sent to James's Town . 

. .. The Governor naturally hoped .that such dispositions, to 
relitve as much a8 lay in his power. uuder present circumstancC8, 
the wants or the soldiers, would have been received as testimeeies 
of lois solicitude to pm"",te .their courrorts. But bowdilfereot 
wao the reception! Som~ ef the men made ptWCh_ " ·die 

Appmdix, A. 
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_rket, at the accustomed price of potatoes sent from Long Wood 
(and they of COUrAe, must have considered them re .... onable); but 
lOOn after those purchasers returned the potatoes, nod said they 
were too dear, in which the whole garrison seemed to combine. 
This was, indeed, the fiNit complaint that occurred a~raillst the 
late reduced price of potatoes. If the soldiers will but look back 
to the difficulty they formerly experienced, and to the exorbitant 
rates that were extorted from them in procuring that excellent 
sub~itute for bread (so eagerly sought after, three years ago,) 
and compare the immense quant.ities that have been furnished 

them from Long WOrld, during the last two years, they mu.,t be 
sensible they have deriv~d peculiar advantuges from the late 
enlarged scale of cultivation . Those advantages are, at least, 

equivalent to former illdlll~ence,lii , which it is, at pr~!liient, iml,o'lsible 
to grant, of purcha.lOing rice ami peas froTII the Company's stores. 

" In all conntries, and in all .situations, temporary inconveni
ence:'! of this kind will occasiolJully ari .liie; and which no hnman 
fore.~ight can prevent. DiRapptlintments in the 3nival of flour 
from England and America, and of riet' from India. and other 
causes, have, nnavoidably, OCCBl'IiOlit'd a difference in the supplies 
to the ,e;arrison . Bwt. in the year 179b, wht'n th e corn crnps in 
England had failed , what was the ~t.ate of the Unitf'ti Kingdoms? 
The very first families there were glatt, and contented, to lise the 

only sub!'ltitute for bread corn that was procurahlt, and this Mtlb
stitute was potatoes. Are soldier1ii then, of all men in the world, 

whofte profe!'r.rion often 'e8d~ them to the Reverest privationR 
and hard!MJiPSJ to depart from their character, by murmurjn .~ and 
complaining, merely becau.e they cannot get an i"dNlg·clwe they 
were accustomed to; ·and aLa time too when there is no real 
waat .. f food, and whet! they receive their full rations of bread 
ontd meat ?--onght they not rather to prove themselve. worthy of 
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the name of soldiers; and 10 shew they are capahle, (and willing 
too,) of slistaining such privations as it may one -day be their lot 
to suffer? For sharpe! What a striking contrast to the conduct 
of thi. stationary garrison, is that of those brave fellows wllO are 
at present gallantly fighting in Spain and Portugal! No murmurs 
are heard of there, although the armies are exposf.d to the rigour 
of tbe seasons, to many privations, and to long and hatrassing 
warches. 

H The Governor is disposed to believe that thi!'; spirit of discon
tent, which was so strongly, and most improperly, manjfested 
from }-'riday morning 10 Sunday evening, eould not have been 
produced otherwise than by some few maJirinns persons, who 
have been but too successful in misleading others. This, indeed, 
may lJejustly inferred from SOUle of the men haviug actually made 
purchases of potatoef', aud afterwards l"eturneo tllelll i evidentty 
becaulile those advisers had persuaded them not tl) take tJlem at 
"the former price. of which there Hever before was the. smallest 
coml'lnillt.-This leu to nn inconsiuorate declaration that they 
must )IBve the potatoes lowered to four sllillings. What could 
reasonably be expected from sud. conduct? Could any set of 
men for a mowent. persuade themselves tluu th-is was a mode of 
obtaining their ends? 'Veak, indeed, Ulust that man ue wllo 
would yield to such oombiDation.-If be did, l,e would need to 
hide his face, and despise himself for ever. 

" AltllOugh the (:lovernor has deemed it proper, on this occa
sion, to declare these as his most deci.ded and UlUllterable senti
ments; ytt he must. at the same time, .assure every person on 
tb·is.islanu, that 11<: n~ver has been, D9r ever will be, inciiuedJo 
commit a !lingle act of oppression -to~rd8 allY ind·ividual. He will 
do the stricte.t justic'e to all. He .wm act 1R0st faidy and ~pr.gbtly 
bet·w~n tbem and .his bODo.rable emplQyers;he will pay the 
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utmost attention to every fair and reasonable r~presentation of 
the· soldiers tbruugh the medium of their officers; and will be 
ready at all times to extend any necessary indulgencE", as lit .. as 

may be consistent with the established regulations. Of c(,.Jmpatible 

with his duty ; but it must not be expected that he ""111 ever depart 
from these principles; and of whicll no reasonable mAn can 
complain. 

H 'Vith this view, he will issue immeiliate orders for assembli.qg 
a special COllrt of inquiry, in order to ascertain on what plea Of 

pretext. the mnrmurs that hegan on l~'riJay morning wt:re occa
sioned; amI he will afterwards adopt stich IILC3:iOUreS as he may 

deem l)roper. 
" The !'oldier!'i in thi!fj garrison should also be remindell that 

)O;imilar inconvenience to the pre.~ent (if it rno)' be so called} has 
not been uUfre(]11ent. ]n the Yl'ar 1747 ,)0;0 great was the distress 
for flour, rief', and meat on thio;; island, that the rations were 

limiteoJ to Italf a pound of meat per day, and to jive pounds of 
bread p~r week. 10' 1797, for similar reasons, the weeklyratiolls 
were regulRted at three pounus of bread, at two-pence per 
pound, and at eight pounds of potatoes, At a penny a pound. 
These facts appear on the records i but at those period~J even 
although the rations ll~ere reduced, no murmuring or dissatisfac
tion shewed itself; all descriptions of persons submitted to the 
existlng 'circumstances, because t.hey were unavoidable. 

" It gives the Governor siucere concern to be compelled to draw 
these (·omr,arisons. yet he trusts the future conduct of the soldiers 
(which he will do them the justice to say for these two years past, 
would have reflected credit 011 any garrison), may hereafter con
vince him, that the errors into which they have fallen, have only 

proceeded (rom the causes be has conjectured." 
C. R. G. HODSON, 

T(JW1~ Majur. 
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de.termined me not to lose a moment iu IH'epuring for the worst 
that rhuld happen. I ordered tlu~ Camperdown to sail imme
diately; the stronl( fort. of Lauuer Hill and High Knoll to be 

re-intorced: and I made the necessary arrangements for taking 
post at Plantation-house. whicla [ re~olved to defend in person 
against any attarkl; that might he made upon m~. 

To Cartain Benjalllin Hodson , of die artillery, an excellent 
officer. in whose judgment and daSCf(!tioli I had the most perfect 
connuenee, I directed the Town Major to auuress the following 
instructions. 

Tu Captain Betvamin llod.on, #1 the Artillery Corp'. 

SIR, 

I AM ~lirected by the (;O\'ernor to inform you t]lat you are imme
diately t~ take charge of the post at Ladder Hill; and to use 
your utmost vigilance in preventing any persons having commu .. 
nication with the men under your command; and if you should 
perceive any assemoJie.c; of men in garrison, or any appearance of 
commotion among the troops, you wiB apprise them if they do 
not immediately disperse and return peaceably to their quarters, 
that .rOtl will instantly open a 6re upon them; and which you are 
hereby ordered to do, in case of tl nOR-compliance with the notice 
yO\1 shall have previously given. 

You will keep up a constant communication with the com
manding officer in garrison, who will be enabled to give you in
forma.tion of what may be going 011 ill the fort; and of which you 
will make a signal to Plantation-house. 

Upon ti,e .m .. lIest apr •• ranee of tumult, you will immediately 
nre the general alarm; the volunteers will then assemble at their 
...... 1 Mation; IIIld .. itb whom the 6<>.emor will ptoceed to 
ft';.jt:roe your post, or aet.acoordiDg to circu.mstances. 
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When I deliyered tbese ord .... to the Town Major to be i.su"",, 
I opened a .ealed anonymous paper which doring the night was 
slipped under Mr. Doveton'. door. I was, at the same time, in
mrmed by th. Town Major tbat the regiment wa. prepared to 
mutiny, for the purpose of seizing ~y person, and sending me 00 

bourd the Camperdown! ' 
The following is a copy of tb. anonymous paper allnded to ; 

which was addressed" To the Govenlor and Council." 

JameJ's Fort, DeCf!m1' 22d, 1811. 
'" GENTLEMEN OF TilE COUNCEL. 

" HIS it still your intension to percevere in your oppression and 
" tyrannney to wards the troops in this garri~oll. ha~ hitherto 
"yon have done; if so, you can expect [lothing but an optn 
H rebellion. 

H I am. hereby autherized, by the troops of this i~land, to in
C( form tllis Councel, if they do not immeadatly soply "his garrison 
" with )jquor and provision!!. in the same manner 11ft!'! Govt'cnor 
" Brooks did ( .. hose regulations you have voilated) yon shall he 
H made answerable for what may follow, except you make your 
" eocape ge<MI from tbis ..,ttleUlenl. 

H It is in yo~ power to prevent the impendiug vengeance 
H which now baugs over your head's, and save the lives of maoy 
" poor souls, which will iDeYitable f"n a sacrefice.'· 

Tbis seditious paper was written in a feigned hand. Th. 
affectations of false orthography, and of bad style, are evidently 
intended te conceal it. author. 

'],'be receipt of this letter, and the Town Major's information, 

The Camperdown C1IUer .... .bircd.."" ~ Ccuqpany, &lUi ~bed . ." cu ,~, iII. 

180&. ~" S., '!II ~e~1y sent . to the Cape of Good Hope', and Soutb Amcricl:, on 
the pubiic.Rrvice. 
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hodie by what i. called the Governor's Path, I thou~ht it proper 
to sh~w. to such as might he watchful, that the violent 3nonVlllOUS 

Jetter, the writing on the ChllfdJ: ".A !lOt dilUter and fl blOOli// sup

ptr," and thaton tht' castle gate, "This "oui,e to It I on Christmas. 
day;" the one nJlnding to the festival dinner, and t.he otlaef to 
myvacatiug theC:lstle by being sent off the islancJ, had Pl'ollllced 
no apprehension in my mind. I therefore desired my horses to 
be brought to the Castle gate, where I mounted, passed slowly in 
front of the tnain guard, who were supposed to he concerned in 
the intended mutiny, and proceeded gently through the t.OWTI, 

stopping occasionally, and con.versing wit.h several persons I met. 
It seems that one of the most forward in the mutiny (llerwick, 
who has since been hanged) passed close to me. I did not 
observe him, but he was seen from a window, afh!f I had 
)lroceeded a few yards beyond him, to turn round, and, in the 
most contemptuous manner, by Ilis gestures, anci the adion of 
his clenched fist and arID, fully to express his uesperat.e inten
tions. This information did 1I0t reach me uutil after he was 

hanged. 
About five o'clock in tile evening, I arrived at 1>la1ltatioo

lwuse. I sent. fur Mr. Ford, the head oven.eer, to enquire re
garding the characters and disposition of the artil1ery and infantry 
stationed there as a working party. He assured me they were all 
good men, and that I might depend on them. Lieutenant David 
Pritchard, whom I had selected (0 take eharge of this guard, 
soon after arrived. I desired him to jn~pect their arms, and to 
get the men immediately accoutred. I had previously ordered 
supplies of Inusket and rifle ammunition to be sent, which arrived 

before sun-set. 
The men of the guard, consisting of 32, were th.n erdered 

inio Plantation-bouse; and as Captain Benjamin Hodson had 
Ff 
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The ·offioers. who are to act under your commaad·, are, 

Lieutenant and Adjutant Wiloon. 
Lieutenant DentaafTh. 

I am, Sir, yom' obedient Servant, 

c. R. G. HODSON; 
JUnwl'S Fort, Z3d Decembel', 181 L. Tuwn Major. 

To Lieutennnt Phillips, ofthe artillery, who has long ·been in 
the command of High Knoll, and in whom I also had an entire 
confidence, I sent the following instructions. 

To Lieutenant George J.I. Phillip" Commandiug Hig" Knoll. 

SIR, 

yo~ are hereby ordered and dirc~ted to be particularly attentive 
b,!th during dIe day and night, in watching the motions of men, 
or p~~ies ()f men. passing Of re-passing in the vici'lity of your 
post j or upon the Si,de Path; or upon the old road leading 
from James's Valley to Half-tree-hollow. 

If ,any party or parties Qf troops with arms, should pass in sight 
of High Knoll, and which you have good reason to believe are 

disaWected"you will open a . ~annonade upon them.J . ~pd dispers~· 

tbem. And upon the first appearance of such Rl'fties, you will 
instantly fire tbe general alarm. 

Twenty select artillery men ,win reinforc~ your post tbis, 
ev~J;llDg. 

I am, Sir, your obeilieni 8e!"Vant, 

C. ~. G. HODSON, 
Jam.,'. Fort, .2Stllkcnn.berJ 1811. Town Major' .. 

After.uing these 0!\Yn; ,1'·leIHl.e Castle, at four :b~~;Iil · 

the afternoon I 'but, contnwyta ·'lIty· usual" . .",.... ·I)("'$iiming 
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necessary for restoring military sulmrdinatio.Il, and the peace and 
order of this settlement. 

At the su.me time I considered it proper to make lin attempt to 
rescue his person f),om tiJe impr.lulillg danger. I tlJeFefore wrote 
a pent'il note to Captain Sampson, uirecting him to advance with 

30 chosen Dlen to form an amhm;cade on the left flank of the 
mutinolls column, aDO to commence the attack, by giving one 
fire in sueh a manner LIS to avoid Colonel Broughton, (who might 
be distiuclly seen IJY tht: lights the mutineers llao imprudently 
with them ,) anti immediately aftel' to rush upou them with the 
hayonet.. .Major Kinnaird was to support this attack. 

I had just g-iven the.'.'t' oruers when Major 'Vright arrived, ano 
informed lIIe the mutineers llad halted. within [)O ur no yards of 
~la.i01' Kinnair4!'s post; and haJ sent forward tn offer' tIle condi
tiolls Oil which they woulu surrender, The ltcgoeiations wefe 
intent.iollally protracted until day-Jigllt on the 24th; which lJav
ing It' '1IlilHt1ed in the uneon ,Iitional surrender 411' tlle whole party, 
the attt'lilpt to re,''it:ne Colonel Urollgilton became unueces.sary. 

The first propo~ls ... elit by the IIllltiJlet:!r~, Wt~ rt:!, "tllat griev-
ances mllst ue retire.ss ... !!, and a promise given, that the soldiers 
should have regular l~sues of spirits fmlll tile stores ;" to which I 
sent word hy M:ljnr Wrig.Jlt, "that T would grant nu terms; I 
could not treltt ",ilh rehels; and if they did not instantly sur
render) I woul,1 put every mall to the sword." 

Majur \Vright :iOOU after retnrlleu and told me tIle mutineers 
llopet! I would grail. terms: and it was ohserved by some per
sons around me, that the lite of Co]onel Brongllton would be in 
grellt danger jf the attack were made. '1'0 this observation I re
plied,. that the mutineers having possession of the Lielltenant
Governor would 'be no security to themselves; and a second 
m«fuage was returned, -apprising them of this resolution; and 
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been instructed to fire a general alarm, upun the first appearance 
of commotion, (which would soan bring the volunteers to my 
)lost) I \Vas certain, therefore, of being re-inforced long before the 
mutineers could reach me; and, under these circumshtnce!l~ I had 
no doubt as to the issue, being firmly detf'fmined not to yield a 
single point, nor to suffer my person to fall into their hands. 

According to information I have since received, the mutiny 
was not to have bruken out until the morning of the 25th . It had 
been seUled uy the mutineers, that when the troops paraded for 
relieving the guards, that the whole of the regiment. joined by 

the main guard on duty. after seizing their officers, should march 
to Plantation-house and seize me: but, providentially, the mea
sures I had adopted, made a change in theil' plan: and the ring
leaders seeing I was preparing, considered tllat no time should 
be lost, and therefore they commenced their operations within 
five bOllrs after I had left the castle. . 

At half-past seven o'clock in the evening, I received a report, 
that the mutinou[II. troops intended to proceed to Long Wood, for 
the purpose of getting possession of lome field-pieces and ammu
nition . Upon hearing this, although I did not know how far it 
might be depended on, I sent an express to the Lieutenant
Governor; in which I suggested the advance of some II.Jd-pieces 
10 oppose the lDutineers, if they should move in that direction. 
The Lieutenant-Governor lost no time in taking up an advanta
geous position with the field-pieces, manned by the guard at 
Long Wood; but, at the moment tbe advanced gun was loading, 
the mutineer •• urruunded him and his party, and look them 
prisoners. 

The particulars of their trausactions at Long Wood. and after 
tbey h.,p seized Colonel Brollgblon, will b. seeD in his narrative.

Appeodu,B. 
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It, was three-quurters 'past nine at night, when the general 
alarm fired. By tllis time, some of the volunteer riflemen, and 
volunteer artillery, to whom secret orders had bt-cn ~ent. had 
arrived; and by midnight, the J.llantation-house contained a 
garrison of 130 men, which I considered· sufficient to repel the 
most formidable attacks of mutinolls troops. On the ground-flool', 
el'ery window and door was guanled by three or foul' armed men. 
parties of rifle volunteers lay behind the parapet of the roof; and 
the rooms on the upper floor, were prepared to have been occu
pied at the instant tlAe mutineers approached. Mrs. Beatson and 
my children were placed in security against mnsketry, in one of 
the upper rooms. It had strongly been recommended to me to 
remove them from the Plantatio-n~house: but I foresaw, jf this 
were tliscovereu by the mutineer~. it might perplex me: and as I 

felt the strength of my position. my mind was perfectly at ease, 
although it might not have been so if dley hau been removed 
from my own immediate protection. 

After the alarm fired, a judicious movement was made from 
James's Town, of parties of artillery and infantry to reinforce me; 
the former under the command. of Major Kinnaird, and the latter 
under Captain Sampson, two excellent officers, who had both 
been extremely active in bringing back a Dumber of the soldiers 
to a sense of duty. Captain Sampson halted at Red Hill, about 
a mile from Plantation-house : and ~lajor Kinnaird, about twelve 
at night, had passed Plantation-llOuse, and took up commanding 
positions,_ in advance, with field-pieces~ and Captain Barnes's 
company, and some other artiHerymen, upon the roads on which 
the mutineers must pass, in coming from Long Wood. Captain 
Desfountain, with three guns and the volunteer artillery, occu
pied anoth ... · position in the rear of Major Kinnaird. 

Altbough Captain Sampson had expressed a confidence in hi. 
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men, yet I could not but entertain the strongest suspicions of the 
whole of the infantry.· I therefore gave positive orders, that if 
any troops advanced n~ar my post, without pennission. they 
shonld be fired "pon. 

About one in the mbming of the 24th, as no firing had been 
heard in> the direction of Long Wood. I began to entertain ap
prehensions for the !iafety of the Lieutenant-Governor; and auout 
the same time two Jights and a number of men were discerned. 
moving slowly along the side of a hill, two miles east from Plan
tation-house; which were sllppo~ed to hE'! tile mutineers advanc
ing with cannon. Major Doveton, commandant of the volunteers, 
immediately dispatched two active men of his ('orps tn gain intel
ligence. "Messr.;;. John Bag-ley amI Kennedy were selected for 
that purpose; but very ~oon after, a black messenger brought 
intelligence that Colonel Broughton and his party 'were taken 
prisoners. 

This inforraat.ion gave me at. first some uneasiness, on account 
of the danger to which my friend and ,colleague would be exposed 
in the intended attack upon the mutinolls troops: but there was 
DO alternative; for however m11ch 1 value the lite of Colonel 
Broughton, I eould not permit con ,~iderations of a private uatuTe 
to interfere with my public duties.; nor to deter me frolD carrying 
into execution the plans I had formed, which were imperiously 

• These suspicions were 1I0t ind~erl withoutju~t cnus~ ; for, 4rclii/JaldNimmo, who had 

been onl! of the mrn;t daring and active in ~ducing the !lo'd;er~ , and in anminiHcring the 

oath, and obligtttion. to seize tile Governnr, and stud him o/ftlle isla1ul., Ilad the audacity 

to range hillltleif among tile friends of tke Govertlot:',1 who eame to rei nforce Plantation. 

house. He hRd hoped by his influence to have turned those frkodll iuto foes; and 

seemed, at one timc, whcn thl': Long Wood JIlutineers approached, to be on the eve of 

making the attempt: hut perceiving ~~ ~as SUlpected, Dud closely wat~hed, by II. non

commi*'iioned officer, with a dra.rn 'nOrd, rmmediately behind him, be was thus deterred 
from putting ill! detign in execUtion.: . 
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that I would instantly order them to be fired upon, and the whole 
destroyed if they did not submit. Upon recerving tbis reply, they 
began to waver; and finally they proposed to Majors Wrigbt 
and Hodson, that all they would now ask, was my promise of 
pardon: but this I positively refnsed; and, at the same time. in
formed them, if they did not yield unconditionally, that Major 
Kinnaird had received orders to put the whole of them to death. 
It was now day-light, and seeing a superior force opposed to 
them, they at length surrendered. saying they would trust to my 
mercy. 

Of ahove two bundred men that sallied from James's Town, 
upon this mad and desperate enterpri. ... e, only 75 remained toge
ther in the morning; all the others seem to have repented, and 
returned to their barracks. 

The prisoners were put in close confinement at High Knoll. 
and the following General Orders were issued. 

Head Quarter!, St. Helena, 24th December, 1811. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

" The Governor had hoped tlIat tbe communication of his sen
timents in tbe orders of yesterday, would have bad tbe etTect of 
convincing the soldiers in garrison of his dispositions to render 
them the strictest justice on every occasion j and of his readiness 
to afford redress for any real grievances they may su.slaio. He 
coulcl hardly have supposed that so nnmerous a body of the corp. 
of infantry, exceeding 200 men. could have been so misled by a 
few discontented and factious perions~ as to commit acts of mutiny 
and rebellion in the manner tbey have d"ne, by the seizure of tbe 
Lieutenant-Governor, and by ayowiog an intention of also seizing 
tbe pe ..... n oftbe Governor.himself. From tbe CoDVetlatioDsLieute-
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nant-Colonel Brou.;htOD bad with these deluded men, it evidently 
appears there lias been too much puins taken, by some villains 
in this is1and, to misrepresent, or construe, every act of the Gover
nor, as tyrannical and oppressive. On the ('ontrary. he will venture 
to say, tbat no former governor had ever been so attentive to the 
comforts, as wen as to the improvement, of the lIIorQ~ character of 
the garrison. He has never ceased to do hls utmost to augment 
the produce of the lauds, by which alone can the necessari~s of 
life be redn('ed in price. and thereny come within the reach of a 
soldier's pay. It is true the issues of spirits have been disconti
nued; and this is by order of the Court of Directors. It is his 
duty to obey; and what the soldiers did d~mand, it is impossible 
to give. The garrison may recollect the shameful excesses that 
were committed lately, after the arrival of 12 casks of rum from 
the Cape, and the great increase of patit'nts in the hospital, which 
immediately followed; notwithstanding the soldiers were limited 
to half-daily rations of spirits. It was for these reasons that the 
Governor did recommend to 1\'Ir. Pringle, at the Cape, not to send 
the remaining casks; but, at the !!lame time, he requested him to 
send Cape wine, which is hourly expected; in order to give a 
trial and to asc~rtaiD if this substitute for spirits would be accept
able: if so, it would be provided in sufficient quautity to afford 
regular issues, at the rate of one pillt per day to each man ., It is 
also well known. when any soldier's term of service is expired. 
that the Governor IIB:i never, in any im;tance, refused his di~charge. 
Wherefore, if any are dissatisfied with tlu~ changes that have 
taken place on this establh.hment, they have it always in their 
power to quit it, when their term of service shall have been ex
pired. Nay, the Governor will even go further; for if tbere be 
any efi"ective men here who dislike th~ir situations, because they 
baVIt' ·not an opportunity of committing excessive intemperance, 
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he will readily accommodate them, by entertaining them and 
makillg' up the term of five years, for any of the India establish
ments, wliere they will have opportunities of satisfying their 

propens.itie,~. 

" It came to the knowledge of the Governor last night, that the 
infiu.try complain of some hardships in the nature and amount of 
stoppages. The circumstances that have been represented to the 
,Lieutenant Goyernor, as well as some particulars in a written 
statement in his posse,o;sion , are mattei'S that will be immediately 
attended to. In short every soldier may rest assured . that if real 
grievances are properly represented, there shall never be caU5e 

to complain of want of redrt.'ss-hnt at the same time the Governor 
must apprise the soldiers, that no menaces, no intimidating anony
mous paper.', like those that have been recently handed about, 
can ever produce a change in his conduct. He will do his duty: 
but will never permit a stain on his reputation and character, by 
yielding to mutinous clamour and unreasonable demand!'. 

C. R. (;. HODSON. 
Town JJJajo,-, 

The discomfiture of these rebels had not subdued tlJe lIlutillOllS 

spirit of tbeir associates; and it having heen reported that an 
attempt would be made to rescue the prisoners; I .sent instruc
tions to Colonel Smith to occupy two strong' positiolls which 
commanded, with cannOD. the barracks. and the roads leading to 
the interior.-At the sallie time were issued further orders to the 
troops. 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

To IAeut6tlant Colo1Ul1 Smith; 01" OJficer cOtmmanding JaTl&6s', Tote •. 

SIR, 

" I · Alii directed by the Governor to in(orm you ' tbat Captain 
Benjamin Hodson has been instructed to advan" ... from hi. post 
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at Ladder Hill, two guns to the first turning of the road; where 
they are to remain until further orders, ready loaded with grap~. 
for the purpose of firing upon any assemblies or parties of troops 
that may attempt to quit the barrack •. 

Immediately upon receipt of this, you will give orders (or 
occupying Saddle-hill battery with a captain of the Volunteer 
Corps, and the following detail: 

20 Volunteer Infantry (Rifles), 
20 ditto Artillery . 

.. You will direct him to load all tile guns on that battery 
with grape; and to depress them towftrd~ tile barracks Rnd Side
path; and to open a fire upon any parties of troops that may be 
observed in the act flf a!'semhling or moving. Tn case, however, 
tLis fire should not have the effect of retaining the men in bar
racks, and that they may attempt to move along the Side-path, 
or any where within reach, the commanding officer of the Saddle 
battery is tllen to advallce with the whole of his riflemen, and tl) 

hang upon , and harass. the flank of the troops in tlieir march; 
tnking care not to fire except from points i,tntnediately above 
the columns in motion; which will he a guide to the artillery at 
High Knoll, in the event of these operations taking place in the 
night. The officer commanding. has been instructefJ to cannonade 
the path in the direction he may ohserve the musketry upon the 
summit of the opposite ridge. You will further direct the officer 
in charge of Saddle battery to use every other means of ob.truct
ing mO'fements of troops on the path; and which might readily 
be done by taking with him tbe Volunteer artillery men, for the 
purpose of rolling down stones, &c. 

"If, neverthtdesl, the troops in motion should he abl e to 
advance, lhe captain of voluntee ... and his party are then to keep 

Gg 
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on their flank and to harass them in whatever directi()n they may 

proceed. 
I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

C. R. G. HODSON, 

Plunttftion-oouse, 25th December, 1811. Toton MaJor. 

25th De('ember, 1811. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

A considerable proportion of the st. Ht'lella regiment having 
been guilty of mutiny ami rebellion on the 1Iight (If the 2311 
instant, by outrageously seizing the Lieutenant Oo,'c:-rnol', aud 
avowing tlleir uespemte intention of att~11lpting to seize the 
Governor: it is therefore the Governor's po~itive orders that the 
men keep ill their barracks, and that the mai n guaru ~hall not 

get uuder arm8 without the sanction of the cornillandi ng- 4)fticer of 
Ladder Hill, who has been urdered to depress guns luaded with 
grape, and to fire upon the main guard if it shall presume to get 
under arms without his previous pp.rmi!Osion. 

<I Under the present state of affairs, the Governor deems it 
expedieot to notify to the troops, that if any non-commissioned 
officer or soldier shal1 be guilty of disobe-dience to his officers, ur 
shall evince by wordR or actions the smallest symptom of mutinous 
spirit, he will instantly be seized, tri~d by a Drum-head Court 
Martial, and hanged. 

By Order of the Governor, 

C. R. G. HODSON, 
Towtt MajQ1'. 

Orders were also issued on the 25th, for assembling imme
diately a General Court Martial. Nine of tbe ring.Jeaders were 
brought to.trial, all of wbom received sentence of deaU,. aut six 
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only were excuted in the evening: and finding that even these 
awful , and nf'CeSsBI'Y example.,;, had uot produced the desired 
effect; and that the St. Helena infantry still intehdeu to pro(:~t:d 
in acts of mutiny and rebellion. hy seizing their officers, in the 
expectation that this step would com~el me to yield to their 
demands, or rather demand (for the sole o'L!ject of the mutiny was 
to obtain i~~ue.s of spirits); I ueemed it expeditmt to I1nd eceive 
them by issuing further order .... 

Head Qua"ler8~ St. lh-Jellu, :l61}, })ecember, 1811. 

GENERAL ORDElts. 

It At a. General Court lUart.iaJ a~sembleu yesterday, the fol
lowing prio;oners were tried, upon a charge of mutiny, preferred 
against them by the Governor. 

Charge.-" H enry Sisel', TJlomf!.r;; Uerwick, A.rchibaJd Nimmo, 
"atH] RoheTt Anderson, privates, and Arthur Smith , 'rhomas 
H Edg'eworth, P eter Wilsey, and John Seager, eorporals in the 
H St. Helena regiment, nnd Richard Kitchen, gunner, in the 
H artillery. confined by order of'the Governor, on a charge of 

" mutiny ." 
Sentence.-" The Court having deliberat",ci on the evidence, 

u are of opinion that the prisoner~ CITe guilty of mutiny, the crime 
u they are charged with, in br~ach of t1le Articles of 'Var, do 
" therefore sentence, that the prisoners Sisell , Berwick, NimlDo, 
oJ Ander!<OOn . Smith, Etigeworth. \Vilsey, Se<'lger, and Kitchen, 
u shall suWer death, in sueh manner and at such time :.Bu..! plAce 
f< 8S the Governor and COIDlnallder in Chief shall direct." 

u We, the Governor and Council. approve the sentences awarded 
U against the whole of the prisoners, and order the imllll'uiute 
If execution of Sise)), Berwick, Nimmo, Anderson, Smith, aod 
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" Edgeworth, who are to be banged by the neck until they are 
U deatl ." 

" The sentences upon the other prisoners, Wilsey, Seager, .and 
<t Kitchen, are remitted," 

ALEX. BEATSON. 
E. S. BROUGHTON. 
w. W. DOVETON. 
RODEHT LEECH . 

.. It was the intention of the Governor that the execution, 
yesterday evening, of these unhappy men, should llave taken 
I.-hlce in presence of the whole of the garri~dnJ as~elDhled upon 
tbe Side-path: bllt as the trials lasted much longer than was ex
pected, anJ as the st.ate of affairs required that immediate exam
ples should be made,' they were accordingly hanged at :-.un-set, 
at High Knoll. The Governor sincerely hopes that these awful 
examples will prove a salutary lesson and warning to those who 
may still be inclined to persevere in the atrocious crimes of mu
tiny and rebellion; and that they may effectually put a stop to 
that spirit of disaffection and combination which lias, for some 
days past, infatuated a numher of the soldiers of the St. Helena 
regiment. , 

." ~be Governor has been informed, t.here are reports prevalent 
of further attempts being in contemplation for the purpose of sub
verting authority, seizing his person, and releasing the prisoners. 
he therefore thinks it again necessary. to apprize those who may 
entertain Ftuch illusive hopes. that any attempt will infallibly 
prove equally abortive, as that which was made on the night 
between the 23d and 24th instant; for whilst he is supportcc! in 
~e manner he has happily been, during the late conftict, it will 
be totally impossible to make any impression on the post be h ... 
occupied; and in regard to sucb hope. 88 were entertained by the 
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mutineers, at the time they had possession of the Lieutenant 
Governor's person, he trusts, be has already evinced the most 
fixed determination, that no feelings or com;idertt.tiflils of a privatf' 
nature sball ever deter ' him from discharging his public duty in 
that manner which his King and COlll1try expect from him. 
\Vherefore, if any farther attempt should be made, he shall. IUost 

assuredly, carry into effect the same orders as lie sent to Major 
Kinnaird on the morning of the 24th; which were. to advance 
upon the insurgentOli, and put the whole to the sword: and which, 
undoubtedly. would have ueen their fatc, if they bad not surren
rlered at discretion. 

C. R. G. HODSON, 
'Ii/tell JfoJor. 

As it was reported to me on the evening of the 26th, that 
murmurs and discontents, and a sulJenness amollgst the mutinous 
troops still continued (notwithstanding their violence was evi
dently abated, by the examples that had been made), I deemed it 
expedient, therefore to explain to thew, the dangers to which 
they exposed themselves, the madness and folly of their proceed
ings, and the total impossibilit.y of attaining their ohject, even if 
they were successful in" securing my person; and wbich 1 would 
take care to prevent. The.se sentiments were conveyed ill 
Evening Gen~ral Orders. 

EVENING GENERAL ORDERS. 

26th December, 181 J. 

There is no soldier 80 ignorant of military law as not to know 
that the crime of mutiny, wllich strikes at the foundation of all 
military subordination, is the most flagrant oWe"nee that he can 
possibly commit; it io, therefore, punishable with instant death. 



NARRATIVE OF THE MUTINY, &0. 

But wIlen to this greatesl of military crimes are added acts of 
open rehellion against a state or government, the union of both 
constitlltes an offence far more heinous than any that military 
Jaw ha~ singly provided for. The Governor, therefore, wi.en, on 
the morning of the 24th, he compelled a body of rebels and 
mutiJJeerR, consi. .. ting of 75 men, to surrender at discretion, might 
have been fully justified if he had ordered the whole of them to 
be instantly Jiang-eel. But lUI lie had received information that 
lIlany had heen seduced, or forced, by a few factious anel incorri
gible drunkards, he ,"efrained from punishment, and so dreadful 
an effusion of human blood. Nine only of the ring leaders were 
selected and tried according to the "forms prescribed by military 
law. The whole wel·e found gUIlty; but still to maniftst his dis
position to mercy, only six were ordered for execution. 

u It gave the Governor some degree of consolation , in the late 
unll8pPY ~tate of aWain, and disorganization of the 8 .. Helena 
infantry. to be inforI!led J that these awful examples have bee II 
admitted as perfectly just and necessary. The unhappy sufferers 
declared, that he din no more than hi. duty, and that they 
deserved their fate. The -dispositions manifested since those ex
ecutions. being symptom . .; of r~turnjng obedience, be most ear

nestly hopes, that on duly reflecting upon the enonnities that have 
been committed. el'en the disaffected of the regiment, which he 
believes to Le few, will soon be brou~ht to a sense of their errors. 

ff The Governor has alw reason to hope that the measures he has 
ado))ted. must have by this time, convinced the minds of all con
cerned in the late dangerous proceedings. that any attempt to 
intimidate him to swerve from Lis public duties, or to seize his 
person, can never avail; and be thinks it proper on this occasion J 

again to apprize those factious and malicious persons wbo may 
yet remain tbat, under sucb despicable leaders, in so bad a 
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cause, be sbould feel , in the post. he ba. occupied, the fuJlest 
confidence and ~ecurity. 

" He trusts, therefore, that those leaders may pf'rccive the folly 
and madness of tlieir conduct; and that no soldier may hence
forward he misled by them, or~educed to return to such unlawful, 
dangerous, and desperate acts, so that the peace and order of this 
small community may soon be permanently established ; nnd the 
dread ful con.seqllen ce.~ that jnlalliLly await the crimes of mntiny 
and rebellion may bf' a"ert~d. 

The Governor will ask those llduded mell what they could 
p ossibly ex peet, (>ven from complete .o;;ncces.o;; ?-'V ouJd the '''e iztlre 

of his person he of the smull l'st advantage ?-lVould his !'>lu;cessor, 

whoever he mig tlt Le, shrink Ij'nm Jlis duties ?_"rOlllll he yield 
to tht: tl ema nds of the rcht'is?- \\r oultl h e 1I0t ca rry into e tf~c t 

the orderN and regulations of the Company ?-\Vould the acr.om
plishment of tile avowed o~ject of the late mutirlY and rebellion 
secure the return of spirit~ to tJte j.,tunll ?-Undol1btedly not: 

for ~p;rit~ have bee1l ib; !Jalle for more than a century; the primary 
cause of all the disordet"S alld mntinie,,, that have taken p]ace; 
and therefore the reform that the (jovernor lIa,<; felt it his fluty to 
mak t':. will undoubledly be permanent , Yet if any perso",~ con
tinue dj~.<:;atified . because they are now df'!privccl of the'menns of 
destroying thdr heulth hy excesses. and of corrupting the minus 
and morals of all around them. and of tlH~ younger men who 
may from time to time. be sent to this island. they shull have thp 
Governor's free consent to chan1-:e their situation, in tht:' modes be 
has pointed out, in the orders of the 24tl. instant." 

c. It. G. HODSON, 
T Qt()1l Major, 

The GelleraJ Court MartinI which sat on the 2&th, ,e-assembled 
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on tbe,26th , for tbe trial of thr ... otber ringleaders, wbo were all 
capital1y convicted . Hewit alone was ordered for execution; and 
the sentences of the other two were remitted. This execution 
was conducted with great solemnity. The whole of the garrison 
were drnwn up on the lower parade; tbe prison .. ~ led along tbe 
front; tbe dead marcb was playeu; and immediately after tbe 
prisoner H ewit was turned off, the Town Major read to the troops 
these orders. 

GENERAL ORDERS, by the GOVERNOR and COUNCIL. 

'2rth])er.ernber, 181l. 
Parole,-PEAcE. 

" The Governor and Council most earnestly · JlOpe, that the 
necessary and awful examples which they have b een compelled 
to make. from tbe madness and folly of a few mali cious: persons, 
wbo bad artfully misled, or forced, Ii great nurober of the St. 
H elena reg iment to join in acts of opP.n mutiny and rebellion. 
will be sufficient to produce tbe happy elfect of restoring military 
subordination, and tbe peace and tranquillity of the island. 

n The Governor and Coun<:~l will soon take into considerRtion. 
the expediency of granting an amnedy to the remainder of the 
prisoners; and will also adopt such measureR all may tend to re
dress the grievances of which the mutineers complained to the 
Lieutenant-Governor, whilst he was their prisoner i and which 
complaint, until tbe morning of tbe 24th inatant, bad Dever before 
reached the ears of either the Governor ·or Lieutenant-Governor, 
otherwise they would uDdoubtediy have long since been atteDded 
to : but at tbe same time it muot be distinctly under~tood, that 
tbe existence of grievances, even of the great",t magnitude, could 
Of.er jUltify sucb daring, ·Dohn.!BI, Bnd d~tate proceedings 
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as tbose to which too mnny misguided men had resorted, on the 
evening of tbe 23d instant. 

By order oftbe Governor and Council , 

T. H. BROOKE, 
&crelary. 

Thisawful scene made a stron~ iml)ression; the mut.inons spirit 
was humbled; and subordination froID that moment wns eftec

tually restor~d. 
In order, however. to prevent a return of such disgraceful pro

ceedings. I gave orders to seize ond confine every man who had 
been active and forward in the late mutiny. Betwet"n 20 and 80 
have been put in close confinement, whom it is my intention to 
send off the island hy the first favouTRule opportuuity. On tbe 
30th of December, I granted an amne~ty to the remaind er of the 
prisoners who were taken in arm.... They were paraded at Plan
tation-house; and after admonj~hjng them upon their recent 
conduct, desiring them to behave in future like good soldiers. and 
telling them that I freely forgave them, although they haol taken 
up arms against me, .I ordered them to return to their (Iuty. 

On this occasion, after the order of peace, I deemed it proper 

to issue general orders. 

Head Quarter" 30th December, 181 J ) 

GENERAL ORI>EltS. , 
The Governor having ascertained that many of file ,0ldieTS of 

the St. Helena infantry, who were take1l in arm. 8gai nsl him, on 
the 24tb 'instailt, bad either bee.., misled by ... me faeliou. and dis
contented perso08, Qr fo(ced by a few desperate viIJaills, to engage 
in the atrocious crim~es of mutiny and rebellion, he is therefore 
pleased; in consideration of these circumstances, to grant an 

lIh 
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amnesty to the remainder of all those who were compelled to sur
render, with the exception of those only who have been notori
ously active and violent. r.rhese he has ordered into close COD

finement, until a favourable opportunity offers of sending them 
off the island, because, if ~uch characters were permitted to 
remaiu, they might again endanger its tranquiJIjty. 

The Governor trust., that the instances of clemency which he 
lias manifested towards the mutinous troops, on the late unhappy 
occasion , and the explanations he has: gone into, in the several 
orders he has issued, will prove his di~p05jtions to merr.y. and his 
readiness to do justice to all men: and that henceforward they 
may prevent the possibility of unfavourable impressions bein~ 
made on the minds of the soldiers by snch as may again attempt 
to mislead tbem. 

C. R. G. HODSON, 
Town Alajor. 

On the evening of tI,e 31st December, I had received all the 
reports of the commanding officer~ respecting the conduct of 
officers and men under them, from the commencement of the 
mutiny until it was subdued. I perused them with attentt<m: 
and heing satisfied that great exertions were made in the first 
instance: that the officers in garrison were watchful: and that 
to their continued efforts; to the fidelity and l"yalty of the artil
lery and volunteers, and to all those who came to re-inforce 
Plantation-house t.o repel the mutinous t~oop", who were-then 
advancing from Long Wood, may be ascribed th~ happy termi
nation of the mutiny: I therefore issued the following orden: 
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Helena bas maintained tbe character of good and faitbful soldier., 
against a cause that threatened this Government, as well as the 
Governor's penon. with imminent danger. 

To all the non-commissioned officers and privates of this ex
cellent corps, therefore, the Governor requests that these hill sen
timents may be conveyed by Lientenant-Colonel Smith, together 
with his warmest thanks for the essential aid be derived from 
their loyalty and zeal. 

The late occasion is the first that l,as occurred, by wQich 8 

judgment could be formed of tbe establishment of St. HelenB 
volunteers. It has funy demonstrated how useful and necessary is 
such Itn institution. Their loyalty is (he support of public autho
rity: their alacrity in re-inforcing the Governor; their determined 
spirit to stand by him to the last extremity; their eagerness to 
do their duty, and to guard , bis person and family, for several 
nights after he himself considered the uanger as past, will ever be 
remembered by him with sentiments of the warmest gratitude. 
He reque~ts therefore. that these his sentiments and his best 
thanks may be conveyed to an tbe officers. non-commissioned 
officers and privates of the St. Helena volunteers, by their worthy 
commandant and lender, Major Deveton. 

Th. guard at Plantation-house, commanded by Lieutenant 
David Pritcbard, (L'Onoisting of 32 artillery and infantry,) having 
been immediately under the Governor's observation, he feels their ' 
full claim to particular notice; and accordingly requests, that 
Lieutenant Pritchard and the non-rommi •• iooed officers and pri
vat .. of that guard, will .""ept bio best thank •. 

Where all the officerS are ""titled to praise, it i. scarcely 
necessary to discriminate; bllt tbeziiil and unceasing attention, 
displayed by Major David K.innaird'~ , tbrol)gbout the whole ofbi. 
arduous and variOWl duties, ' daring :tbe late tra~on •. '(liS well 



NARRATIVE OF THE MUTINY, &c. 

Head Quarte,.s, Stl Helena, Jan. lit. 1812. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

The Governor embrnces the earliest moment that circum ... 

stances have permitted of expressing to the officer", of this garri
son, the l.Jigh sen$e he entertains of their meritorious and active 
exertions on the night of the 23d of ])ect'mber, when the licen
tious spirit of u great portion of the St. Helena infantry was so 
strongly manifested; and which, a short time afterwards, sud
denly hllrst forth into open acts of mutillY and rebellion. 

Although the utmost efforts of tlle officers were insufficient to 

restrain tilt! outrageou~ conduet of the soldiers within the town; 
yet to their continued efforts, to tIleir zeal in the cause of govern
ment, and their respect for its authority, are justly to be ascribed 
the surrender of the mutineers, the return of military subordina
tion, and the maintenallce and preservation of the constituted 
authorities of the is1and. 

The Governor, therefore, feels lUuch satisfaction and plea
~ure. in thns pnblicly expre~~ing to the officers of St. Helena, his 
warmest approbation of their conduct: and he reqnests they will 
accept his best acknowlt;dgments and thanks fol' the signal and 
important services they have rendered. ' 

The uniformly steady conduet of the corps of artillery, who, 
almost to a mao, 'escaped the contagion that spread around them, 
deserves the highest praise. Their unshaken fidelity in every 
post they occupied. and the 'assistance they gave in rel!itoring the 
peace and order of this settlement, will best be seen by the reports 
of tbeir ollieers. The~<1 report., sball be speedily promulgated, in 
oo-rlj!r .that ·it may be known how well the artillery corps of St· 
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before as after they began.} have heen so trnly conspicnol1l1, that. 

no one can refll~e him that tribute of praise. and particular 
notice, to which he is so justly entitled. To Major Kinnaird 
therefore, to LiE'utenant-Colonel Smith , Major \Vright, Captain 
Sampil'on, and Cartain Henry Pritrhard , and LieutenRnt Hunter, 
and to all thos~ officers wlJO exert ed tliemseh'fs among the muti
neers. to persllade them to return to their dnty; 8S well as to 
Captain Benjamin Hodson, commanding the important po~t of 
Ladder Hill , and to Lieutenant Phillips in the command of High 
Knoll, the Governor 'eels particularly indebted, for their spiritetl 
exertions, and for the able manner in which they discharged their 
respective duties, from the commencement, until the lluPPY termi
nation of the Jate mutiny and rebellion. 

The assistance he derived from Town Major Hodson. and Cap
tain Henry Pritchard, his personal staff, and from Captain 'f. H. 
Brooke of the voit\nteers, entitles them to his warmest acknow
ledgments, and he thus publicly conveys to them hi. wannest 
thanks, with an assurance, that he will not fail more fully to point 
out their m{'rit~, as well 8!'i that of other officers. to the notice of 
the Honourable Court of Directors. 

Captain Samp!ion is requested to commnnicate to the non
commissiolled officers and privates of the infantry. who advanced 
under his commanu. to re-inforce Plantation-house; and Majol:.. 
Wright. to those of that corps, who acted on the late occasion, a.Ii 
good and faithful soldiers, the Governor's highest approbation of 
their conduct, aod bis sincere thauks. 

The Governor trusts that Lieutenant-Colonel Broughton, and 
Major Doveton, will readily admit of hi., thus pu~licly expressing 
the high sense he entertains of their cordial co-operation in over
coming tbe dangers with which this i.Jand was threatened. 
CoIanel Broughton' ... izure might be considered a" • providential 
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interference: it gave him I1n opportunity of remonstrating with 
the mutineers, of knowing their sentiments, and of discover
ing how sbamefully and fatally, those men have been misled by 
some wicked and designing villains. Although the Lieutenant
Governor was prevented opposing them in the first onset, yet this 
very circulOstance proved fortunate, and the arguments he made 
use of whilst a prisoner, no do-ubt contributed to avertthe effusion 
of blood; and ultimat~ly I~d to the suppression of those daring 
and dangerous Rcts, and to the perfect re-establishment of military 
subordination, in the space of foul' days, without the loss of a 

single innocent life. 
C. ll. G. HODSON, 

Town b[aJor. 

Such are the sentiment..; I entertain of those officer.,> and men 
who were officially employed in suppressing the mutiny. liut 
there are still some others, whose merit!o' and important services I 
could lI ot properly introduce ill military orders. and which I am · 
not less bound in duty than in gratitude to bring to t.he particular 
notice of your Honourahle Court. These are ~ome valuable 
friends (Doctor Baildon, Messrs. Jones, llraOazon, llalcombe, 
and Hollis) , who voluntarily came forward to suppurt me in the 
bour of dlUlger : and on whose zeal for the puLlic ~rvice, as weU 
a. personal attachment, I bad tbe most perfect reliance. 

Doctor Baildon h.d been on duty in tbe fort : and had oppor
t.unities, some days before the mutiny broke out, of hearing what 
was going forward. H.e had, indeed, ,reason to imagine the 
danger to which my person was ·eX:p?sed, was ,g-reater than I 
apprehended, for I declined Captain ,Pritchard's offer to aO<.'(lm
pany IDe, and l.ft the fort, on .tb. ,ev .... ng ,of the muti~y, .uuarmed, 

and atte!lded singly by lOy groom: .but the ~j .u.~g ' 
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some of those desperate mutineers might attempt my life, armed, 
himself (altbough, for some days, he bad Loeen extremely ill), 
and, unknown to me, followed; keeping at some t.listaoce, and 
carefulJy watching if any persons approad,ed nle. Nothing, 
however, occurred j and he arrived at Plantation-house aoout 
sun-set, on the 23d of December. 

, From this momt"nt, until the termination of the mutiny, he was 

constantly with me, employed in aiding in preparations for de
fence. in commnnicating my orders, in collecting information, 
and, in short, in discharging, in the most able manner, all the 
duties of a zea]ous friend, and an aetive staff-officer. For such 
uistinguished services 1 jeel great pleasure in thus recording my 
best ucknowledgments and thank!" ; and whilst I olschaq,;e this 
public duty, it isJlle to Doctor llailJon, that [should recommend 
him, in the strongest manller to tbe favour and lIotice of YOUT 

Honourclble Court. 
The Uev. Samuel Jones, Mr. Drabazon, Mr. Balcombe, and 

l\'Ir. HOJli1oi, have also rendered essential service i for as my 
person was the olJject of the mutineers. and suspecting, as I 
bave hefore stated, even some of those who came &0 assist me, I 
deemed it prudent not to rUIl the hazard of seizure, by vlacing 
myself hetween suspected troops and the mutineers, who were 
advancing: nor to trust the commnnication of order~ excepting 
to confidential persons. These gentlemeu eagerly aud anxiously 
assisted in .conveying, in the most pnnctnal manner, tilt' orders 
I bad occasion to give on the night of the 23d.:. and were also, 
froUl that. time, a strong acquisition to my guard , dnring- the 
whole period oftbe mutiny; being well armoo, and always .. eady 
to support me to the last extremity. They have ac('ontingly 
re-eslabli.hed their claims to my public acknowledgmellts and 
tbaoks, a. well as to the favourable consideration of your 
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Honourable Court, for their distinguished loyalty autl usl '10 

the cause of this govemm~nt. 

I have the honour to be, with great respect, 

HON:ORABLJI: SIRS, 

your most faithful and obedient humble Servant, 

ALEX. BEATSON. 
&. Hekna, January 4th, 1812. 

&tractfrom Colonel Beat80Jl" '1econd Letter to the Htmourable the C01I.rl 

of Director" upon the Subject if the Mutiny. 

II St.llfdena, 14th January, ]812. 

II Par.}. ON the fir~t instant, I had the honour offorwnrding 
by H. M. Sloop Acteon, a Narrative ofProceedjJ1~!IJ from the com
mencement of the late mutiny until the surrender of the mutineers 
on the morning of the 24th ult. I wa~ PTevented nt that time 
from saying more, as the Acteon was uuder orders not to anchor 
at St. Helena, and had lain to for only a few hours; but after I 
bad sent off my letters, Captain Cator, hearing of the late occur
rences, obligingly came to Plautation-house, and I had thus an 
opportunity of adding to my dispatch a copy of the General 
Orders of the lst of .January, by which yonr Honourable Court 
would have the grati6cation of obsemng I that I have been com
pletely succesMul in restoring military subordination and tbe 
tranquillity of the island. 

cc Par. 2. I have now the honour to forward a detailed account 
of every circumstance connected with the late mntiny.This 
document, dated the 4th instant, I deemed proper to have printed; 
fo~ the purpose of counteracting mn.representations froID disCon
tented persons who would gladly obstruct, by every mean. in 
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their power, all sort.s of improvement and reforms; and would be 
happy to see the old system revived of feeding themselves and 
the inhabitants from the Company's stores; as well as the return 
of spirits to the island . 

.. Par. 4. Your Honourable Court will perceive that the 
measures I pursued, during the late mutinous combination, were 
calculated to give time to reason with the troops upon the impro
priety of their conduct; hy which I did not d~spnlr of bringing 
them back to a sense of duty; for, by occupying Plantat.ion-IJOuse 
witli a small bllt select number of men, I was prepared to give 
a severe check at the first omiet, and to rept!l the most formillable 
aitack that a mutinous body could make. Indeed when I took 
up that position, I knew not uut the combination was general, of 
which I had but too much reason to suspect from the conduct of 
the • ..,,,,Ie garrison: this will appear from the General Orders of 
the 23d December: lIor was it until the execution of six of the 
ringleaders, on the 25th, which 'Iuppily met with no obstruction, 
that the doubts entertained hy myself and those around me, were 

in some measlIre removed. 
" Par. 5. On that day I directed additional positions to he 

occupied, which commanded the barracks, and the roads leading 
to the country. The mutinous troops, in James's Town, were 
then so completely in my power, (wben I found the artillery un
contaminated), that if they had been ten times more numerous 
they Could not have forced their way to the interior, nor have 
committed any disturbance. The la!'!t execution took place on 
the 27th, IInder the cannon of Ladder Hill and of those other 
positions which kept the mutinE-ers 'in awe. and restored them to 
a seDse of duty; and from tbat moment, I am happy to say, the 
peace of this settlement was elfectually ,e-established." 

I i 
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B. ColonRl Broughton'. Narratioe ({the Conduct ttl the Mut6nee ... ,,-2Sd 

and 24th DecemberJ 1SI1, 

HAVING been detained on duty in James's Town, until past 7 
o·clock. I did not arrive at Long Wood till late ; and rellecting 
on the disorderly state oftbe infantry regiment, which had shewn 
il8elf on tbat day. I had sollie suspicion tbat an attempt migbt be 
made to seize on the artillery at Dead Wood shed. As I passed 
by Hutt's gate, wbere Mr. Hall, tbe Conductor, resides, I ac.
quainted him of my apprehension, and told him to go over to the 
shed and see that the guard was present. and to have the guns 
in Tf'adine~s. I hatl not be~1l at home three qnarters of an hour, 
when I received n letter from the Governor, (! past 9 o'clock) 
informing me tbat it had just been reported to him, that the 
mutineers intent1ed to seize the gun~ at Dea{1 Wood; one party 
was to march directly from the fort, the other from Banks·s. On ' 
tbe receipt of this intelligence. I immediately sent for Seljeant 
La8Sels, the non-commissioned officer in charge of the artillery; 
and as he did not come so soon as I expected, I proceeded towards 
the sbed and met bim-inquired if he had heard of the disorderly 
oondlfct of the soldiers, and of their intention to seize tIle guns 
tbat night: he replied •• that be had .i~st come frolU the fort; 
and that I lDight depend on it, they would not come that uight, 
-we might all go to bed in perfect safety: for he had heard, 
that tbey meant to make the attempt on Wednesday: aDd added, 
tbat when I sent for him, be was coming to acquaint me of their 
intention.' . We soon got to tbe shed : it was then about half put 
10 o'cloo\(; raining .md very dark .. I found Mr. Hall tbere with 
the gllard paraded, wbicb coDlliated of 2 seljeant,o, and 12 or 14 
artillef)'llleo. I told tbem that I expected to be attacked by 
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A, PROCLAMATION. 

St. HelRlla, 20t/l December, 1811. 

I T having been reported to the Governor and Council, notwith
standing repeated proclamat.ions regarding the produce of the 
farms being sent to market, that with only two exceptions. not a 
bush~l of potatoes has yet been furnished, whilst the Company's 
farm at Long Wood has, since thf' beginning of No\'ember, sup
plied upwards of one tlwusand Sel'en Imndrcd bm'hels to the 
gar1i.~on Rnd inhabitants; ano it being expedient, on account of 
reserving" seed for the ensuing crop. to discontinue the supp.lies 
from Long Wooo; it is become ahsolutely necessary to resort to 
tlle same measure 8S was adopted in Hie yeaI' 1797, at a time 
similar to the present,when the stock offlonrwas nearly expended : 
aurl accor<lin!rly 1t is resolved, that the sale of putatoes to the 
shipping shall ht! restricted IIntil further orders; insomuch, that 
an equal nnmLer of btu;lIels ouly, as shall appear to have been 
senl to the pnblic market, will be alJowed for exportation. 

Alii an encouragement to tlJf~ pJanter!'l, under present circum
stances, to furnish the market with potatoes, the Governor and 
Council have resolved to allow the sale price of potatoes; in the 
market to be eig"" shillings per bushel until further orders: ·and 
any person who shall be convicted of having demanded a higher 
price will be 1iab1e to such fine or punishment as shall be awarded 
hy the Governor and Cooncil. 

By Order of tlle (Jovcruor and Council, 

T. H. BROOKE, 
Secretary. 
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BOme mutineers j and hoped that they had no concern with them; 
and that they would do their duly in defending the guns, and 
.tand hy me: which they all assured me thoy would do, and 
tbat they had no concern whatever with the mutineers. The 
rour outer guns I ordered to be got ready as soon as possible. 
The tirst two, as soon as equipped, were sent to Dead Wood, to 
cover the road leading op from Banks's, which I placed under 
tlie charge of Setjeant Tunstall, ";itb 6 or 8 artillerymen, with 
orders to defend them to the last j and in case of being over
powered, to spike them, rather than suffer them to fall into the 
hands of the inutineers. Milch time elapsed before the other 
two guns were got out and equipped; and I expressed my dis
pleasure to the serjeant for tl.e very great delay, and his oot 
having the shot, portfires, &c. at hand: he ,seemed confused and 
muddled; contiuued to say it was unnecessary trouble, as he was 
certain no attempt would be made that night. As soon as the 
first gun was ready, the men from Long Wood, (working party) 
consisting, I think, of 2 matrosses, (one of them an un6t}, and 3 
privates of the infantry, joined; and I think fell in with th .. 
-gnn; we then proceeded to a spot within 50 yards, of the tele
graph ~ where the road is narrow, and nearly 100 yards in length 
were commanded. Here I placed this gUll, and ga.ve orders to. 
load with grape: tbe gunner replied. that no ammunition had 
yet come. I ran back 00 yards, and met a. man witb it, and 
hurried to the gun; hut when in the act of loading, tbe mutineer~ 
rusbed upon us, and made me and the party pr,isoQers: we had 
Dot time to spike the gun. Mr. Hall was in my rear about 20 
yards, with a six-pounder, coming up to form on the road where 
I had placed the first guo; aod ... iog me a prisoner, he instantly 
~piked, that gUD, and rail back to the sbed (about 200 yards). 
-:.piked all tbe goos there, and afterwards went to Dead Wood, 
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wIIt're the two first guns wcr. pOskd-these he found ·in pos
session of the mutineers; but nevertl1eless contrived to spike 
them. Dy this fortunate circumstance, the mutineers got only 
one three-poundt!f. 

On their obtaining' possession of my person, they told me, 
• they did flot mean to do· me, or any penon the smallest injury: 
all they wanted was the Gov.rnor's person,-whom they would 
take, and send on board the Camp.rdown-that he sbould no 
longer ue Governor of tbe hiland, as he was a tyrant-would not 
redress their grievanceR nor do tlJem justice-that I must be their 
Governor, and must go along with them to Plantation-house! I 
admonished them upon the lllipropriety of their conduct; and 
advised them to 'rt!turn, and behave as good soldiers ;-tlu:tt if they 
had any grievan(~e!ll. thi!'J was not the way to obtain redress ;-they 
should romplain through ·their officers ; hnt jf they per~i~ted in 
Boeh unlawful conduct. every man of tlJem would be punished 
.ith .death . 11te Governor, I said , had done no more than hi'J 
duty in obeying the orders of the Conrt of Directors; and that 
even if they succeeded in getting posS{!ssioo of hi~ person, (which 
,,&11 veryimp.robable) whoever was placed in charge of the govern
ment, would act, just in the same manner as he had done: so 
thattbey would be .s far from obtaining their ends as .ver. I 
toM them, tbeir h&yisg me 'in their power;wouJd be no security 
wbatever to tbem; as my hf. was of no consideration when the 
safety of the government was 'in danger; -that the Governor was 
a good marr,-IM soldier's friend, and did ju.tice to ev.ry man. 
Many of them then call.d out, • No·! No 1 we have often com
plained, but Dever could get red ..... / -I .replied, that they had been 
misled ·by some villain,.; that none ·of their grievances had ever 
come 10 the Governor's kn ..... ledg.; and asked them,what tbeyhad 
to complain of. Some -called' ent' that h. meant·to starve them, 
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baving neither written for flour, rice, nor spjrit~; that be brought 
chinamen and black!it to the islund to eat up all the provi~ions; 
-that even for the Festival Dinner, he would no:.t .lIow t.he pur
chase of spirits trom the captain of the Camperdowo, although it 
was "roposed by Mr. Leech ;-tbat they were put under heavy 
stoppages for their undress .uniform. for nankeen. wings. leather 
st9(:ks, .tufto;;, &.c. when tlley coulU. Imve them for nothing frolD 
the Company's .tores ;-that a fter paying their mess, they had 
nothing left to purcha,~ vegetables, or tI,e smalJest ~ecessary: 

I told them, that they had been quite misinformed ;-that 
both flour and rice were shortly expech:d ; and 81" soon as it 
arrived, they would be alluwed to purchase the usual quantity : 
but, froID our , .. tof..'k of Bour oeing' low, it ,was fouod necessary to 

limit each l)el'son's allowance. so u.s to meet the arrival of the. ex .. 
pected supplies :-tlois they were perfectly satis.fieu with ;-tbat 
spirits were not sent for, WaJ by order of the Court of Directors; 
but that tloe Goveroor bad st'nt to tbe Cape, for wine; and that 
spirits had been, procured for the Festival Dinner. As to the 
stoppages which bad ' been made on account of dress, I saitl, it
wou)d ~ enquired into, and tllat the Governor had never been 
informed of it. Alany excla.imed , • we have been deceived, anti 

are sorry we have gone so far-the Governor is a goou lIlan ; but 
it is spirits we want; and had we spirits"less br~ad would do.' I 
continued to advise them to returu to iheir duty, aDd behave 
themselves as obedit:ot~ good soldiers. This seelltt!d to have some 
e/fecl : aDd as tbey reached tb e shed, they asked me to write in 
their favour to Mo,jor Wrigbt. I weot into the .erjeant's barrack, 
aDd "rhile gettiD"g the pen and paper, some of the most violent 
called out, • No letter"! No Jonger delay! Bring him out! (meaning 
me) he must /(0 with U8 to Plantation House!' They had now heen 
Dp'Wan\s of an hour ill getting the three-poWlder gun equipped 
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with ammunition, &c. &c. ",ben they proceeded; and· ... 19ot to 
Long Wood gate, I asked them to wait until my hone came, a9' 
also two lantbom. with lights; -to which tbey did not object: 
and during our stay at the gate, I again addressed them, and 
pointed out the enonnity of the crime they bad committed
Mutiny and rebellion, I said, were punishable with death , and 
nothing could possib1y save them; and if they would return to 
their barrack~, and give up their advisers and leaders, I would 
"recommend them to the Governor's clemency. c No! No! they 
said, we must have spirits: It was now about one o'clock, when 
the party consisting of about 120 men, and the three-pounder 
gun proceedt'd. I was placed in the centre, under the charge of 
Anderson, a private ufthe light company. Sisell, a private gre
nadier. appea.-ed the most active, and the leader. Corporal 
Smith was viol..,.t, and threatened to take Mr. Hall's life, for 
spiking the guns, gnd not giving up the keys of the magazin,e. 
After passing Hutt's gate, and half way to tbe Alarm-bouse, I 
found an opportunity of telling one of the servants who carried 
a lanthorn, to make tbe best of hi. way to tbe Governor, and 
inform him of my situatioll, and the strength of the mutineer.; ; 
-to give the Janthorn to one of my party, a prisoner with my!'ielf, 
and to go back a. if returning to Long Wood. By this stratagem, 
he got cJear oW from the mutineers. and carried the tirst notice to 
the Governor. Two other men I afterwards sent, were made 
prisoners. Tbe nigbt was dark, and at times ligbt rain, wbich 
caused much delay in getti,ng 011 the gUD.. At one place it was 
overturned-tbis caused a halt of nearly balf an bour; -and 
during tbat time, mucb conf .... on and quarelling took .place 
amongst the mutineen, whicb gave ·an opportunity to Matroo. 
Smitb (wbo bad boen forced) to ~,and to <:any oWlh. Pouch, 
cOntailling 16 roaud! of grape for the gUD, .. hieh Will all the 
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ammunition they had, excepting one or two rounds: and Matross 
Clarke also succeeded in escaping with two hoxes of. tuhes, &c. 

&C. and got back to the shed. 

The mutineers reached Major Pierie'. valley about half past 
three o'clock: here they halted, and hegan to abuse the men in 
the reBr for not coming to the front to assist in dragging the gun 
up the hill; and said that if they did not f;ome, t.he gun would 

be turned upon them. This caused much abuse alid fighting; 
and a few men went from tile rear to tlle gun. At this time~ 
Major Wright came with a message from the Governor, desiring 
them to surrender unconditionally,-wllich they refu!led. The 
Major went back to the Governor, and soon after returned with 

Major Hodson, and again delivered the same meRsllge; uut in 
vain; the infatuated mutineers stiB demanLied a pardon and issues 
of spirits; and on no other terms would they surrender. The!re 
officers agAin went back to the Governor, who stiB continued finn, 
and replied that unless they surrendered unconditionally, Major 
Kinnaird had received final orders to put the whole of them to 

. death . This message was again deliverecl by Major Hodson :-
mostoftloem submitted immediately; but about eight or ten of the 
most daring, ran up the hill a few yards with their firelocks cocked, 
and presented at Major Kinnaird's party, and were about to fire, 
when M~jor Hodson aDd myself ran up to tloem, and told them 
they ·were mad, in drawing destruction on t~eDlselves, and the 
men who had surrendered ,:-advised them also to surrender with 
the others, and trust to the Governor for mercy. They sullenly 

CIlme down and submitted. 
It was now day-light, and the prisoners in number 76, were 

secured and marched to High Knoll: but a great many of the 
mutineers left their party between tbe Alarm-house and tI,e lime 

..r their surrende •. 
KIo. 
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" I have got a key," and immediately I heard the dOOT knocked 
open with a thirty-two-pound shot that he had taken from the 
pile that stood near the spot. They had taken out a barrel of 
ball cartridges, and Were .upplying themselves when I got there. 
I immediately put my hand on the barrel, but three of them 
c1}srged their bayonets on me, and toM me they would run me 
through if I attempted to prevent them. They then proceeded 
up the valley as fast a. po"ible. I ol>served that part of the 
garri""n, which had been collected by the office ... , coming down 
the upper street. I proceeded to the foot of Ladder Hill, met 
them, and gave orders for them instantly to repair to the Gover ... 
nor at Plantation-house. Major Wright having proposed to 
foHow the mutineers, and try if he could persuade them to come 
back, I approved of the suggestion, and ordered him to proceed 
after them. I then returned to the main guard. and got toge
ther what men I could, and placed two twdve.pounder carro
nades, loaded with grape, between the church and h1"3.rden-gate, 
looking up the town. Things remained in that state until the 
morning of the 24th instant. 

E. C. SMITH, 
IAeutenant- Colonel. 

N. B. In the above report I have omitted muel. abuse and 
scurrility I vented by the mutineers. 

D. Maj"r WTlfJhf. Hoporl, 23d December, IHII. 

To Colonel Llle:cander B~at&on, Governor, ~c. ~c. 4"c. 

SIR, 

I N compliance with your orders, I ,end you the following state
iIIent· of tl.e· different tran'actions which took place on the even
illg"tibe 23d instant, and the morning oftbe 24th. · 



NARRATIVE OF THE MUTINY, &c. 

I was much indebted to Mr. Hall, the conductor, for hi. cool, 
steady, and soldier-like conduct on the nigh! of the 23d, and par
ticularly in spiking the two guns after they were in possession of 
the mutineers. 

E. S. BROUGHTON • 
.st. Helena, zstl, December, 181 I. 

c. IMutt1mnt-Cnlonel Smith's Rep()f'll!fOccllrrenCC8, tvhicll to()k place in 

Gtl1"fiIon, on tlte Evening 'if the 23d In8lant. 

As soon as I wa~ informed there was a disturhance in barracks. 
which was about a quarter before 9 o'clock, and Captain Pritchard 
came and spoke to me. concerning the ammunition chest in the 
guard room, I directed him to go down and have tht' ammuni
tion destroyed by throwing water upon it. I then sent for all 
the keys of the magazines, ehe!'ts, and laboratory, which were 
brought by Serjeant Clench man, and secured in my house. I 
the" went down to the guard, and told the officer I wished to 
apeak to the men a few minutes. I went into their guard room 
and told titem, that I was one of the committee which sat that 
day, ond that the GOfernor would arrange every thing to-morrow 
(or tbem, and I doubted not to their satisfaction. They made 
answer~ H It is too late nowJ and that they. would not stay:' and 
immediately rushed out of the guard. I used all my endeavours 
to persuad.e them to fall in: b\)t the lDutineers, at that iustant, 
came on tbe Ilarade, and surrounded me. I tried to persu~~e 
them to go back again; they said. H No! they came for ammuni
tion,- an(l ammunition they woultl .have:." Some of thern jflllJle

u;.lely went in .tbeoflic~rs' goard, rooDl an<\ b,rok.e.open the chest; 
but finding aU the amm\lnitioD iD it ,spoiled, !her 'ran d.o,", to 

the laboratory and demanded the keys. One ofth.em <:ailed out, 
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On the evening of the 23d, hetween 8 and 9 o'clock, Seljeant 
Russel called me aside from Captain Knipe'", door, and told me 
lie did not J ike the appearance of the well; that they were assem
bling in parties uhout the stret't, and in uarracks. I went up as 
fltr as the bridge, where I met with sOllie officers, and enquired if 
they saw any thing suspicious or incorrect , and related to tbern 
what I beard. They said, they saw nothing improper j and then 
went with me to Colonel Smith (the commanding officer) to report 
the circumstance, and from thence to the mens' barracks, and re
mained there some time. There were in barracks two of the 
light infantry company, whom Captain Sampson found intoxicated 
and noisy; hut they became quiet and went to their cots. Every 
tbing seemed perfectly regulnr; and the "fficer of the barrack 
guard, and Serjeant-major Honeyburn, told me tbey had not 
observed Bny thing improper or suspicious. I then left the bar
racks, accompanied by the other officers, and remained at Captain 
Cole's. We had not long been there, before a report came, that 
the soldiers lJad got out of barracks, and were coming down the 
street. We immediately proceeded towards the barracks, and 
met the men with charged bayonets, rushing down the avenue: 
we endeavoured to stop thelD, but in vain. 

Finding our attempt. to stop them "sele •• , we collected tbe 
whole oftbe men in bnrracks, and all the out-layers, and brought 
them to the foot of Ladder Hill, where I left them: bllt upon 
hearing the mutineers had gone up Side-path (with permission 
from Lieutenant-Colonel Smith) I followed them, and overtook 
the main body of them, a little past tbe turn at tbe Alarm-house; 
where I stated to them tbe impropriety of their conduct, and en
deavoured all in my power to pe_ade them to return to their 
barrack ... wbicb they positively refused: and finding.I """Id· not 
bring them back. I qnitted ti)em, and joined the party at Plant.-
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tion-house. After reporting to you my un.uccessful attempts to 
bring the mutineers to a sense of their duty, I proceeded, in 
obedience to your orders. to inspect the positions occupied by the 
troops at the outside of tbe Plantation-house enclosure : after re
porting whicb, I was about to assume the command, when I was 
called back hy dle 'Town Major, and informed, it was your wish 
that I should meet the mutineers, who had possession of the Lieu
tenant-Governor's person, and once more point out to them, the 
folly and madness of their persevering in snch outrageous con
duct, and to advise them to surrender. This command I executed; 
and prevailed on the TIlutineers to lta1t in a deep vaHey, where I 
knew they would be completely commanded by our troops and 
gUlls. When here, I endeavoured to prfvail on them to acquaint 
me with tlle nature of ~heir grievances, in order that I might lay it. 
before you : but no one in particular would come forward and 
speak. At length, seeing Robert Kelly of the grenadiers near 
me, I desired him to declare what it was they had to complain of, 
promising him that be should not be considered as a principal ill 
the mutiny in consequence of his speaking. He began, by .tat
ing the hardships tlJey were nndE"f on account of dress, ornaments, 
&c. &c.; but wa$ interrupted by illany of his a$sociates, who 
called out to him, " Speak the truth, Kelly, you know it is not 
that;" upon whith he turned away, saying, as he retjred. u the 
men neVeT had a more comfortab1e oress than they have now." 
What I .at length understand to be the real cause of complaint, 
r ·reported to you that night. 

As I continued to be employed by you in treating with the 
mutineers, I had no opportunity of remaining with the troops in 
command, until after the surrender: but from time to time I gave 
.uch intimations to Major Kinnaird, a. appeared to me neces-
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oary, and pointed out to him wbat I considered to be tbe most 
advantageous positions for him- to occupy. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

youI' most obedient Servant, 

J. A. WRIGHT 
Jam8S's 7burtI, 3011, D~ctm!JtrJ 1811. Major. 

E. ft-flljor Kinno.ird'tt Report. 

ON Monday, the 23d of December, 1811, I came on the duty of 
field officer of the week; and the preceding day I happened to 
be left senior otlif!er in garrison: and had occasion, at different 
times, to report to the Governor" symptoms of dissatisfaction 
evinced by the men in barracks. Until near seven o'clock that 
evening (Monday) I had been detained on a court of enquiry_ I 
had heen directed to correspond with the officer commanding at 
Ladder lIiH; and having mnde a few arrangements with the 
artillery in town, at about a quarter past nine o'clock, I went to 
my house to answer a letter from Captain HodsoD, at Ladder 
Hill: at the same time sending back a confidential person to in
form me of any extraordinary occurrence in barracks. 

I had not finished my letter when the messenger returned, and 
informed me, the men in barracks were turning out. I dispatched 
my letter to Captain Hodson; -and in hastening towards tbe 
barracks, Serjeant-major Evans and several orderlies came to me. 
One I sent to inform Colonel Smith and the officer of tbe maIn 
guard. At the foot of the trees, 1 came in sight of the mutineers, 
and observed tlaem make a momentatj halt; then, in the m'ost 
tumultuous manner, they rushed down the street, ·passing me 
oppOlite the Siaughter-hoose. -In their rear were Major Wriglit, 
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Captain Braid (giving bim .four .file from the rEar oftbe columa) 
to jOin Colonel Smith for the present. in order to coll.ct all the 
men he could, and to send me a reinforcement. After mounting 
my borse, I look a light in my hand as a signal to Captain 
Hodson. pass.d my party, and bad ammunition ready on tbeir 
arrival at Ladder Hill; where they were halted, and served with 
four bundles per man. From this .post, I sent Lieutenants 
F. Seale and Thorn with ten fil •• as an advanced guard. with 
orders to wait my arrival at Red Hill gate. or obey what orders 
they might receive from the Governor; and to inform him aod 
tbe commanding officer of High Knoll of their arrival. The steady 
appearance of the men at Ladder Hill. seemed to inspire my party 
with con6detlce. I also assured them there was nothing to be 
apprehended from the guns of the East Brigade, which s •• med to 
be the object of the mutinoe ... ; being confident Mr. Hall would 
spike them, as n. measure I llael recommended to him in the 
morning. On leaving town, there remained Lieutenan.t-Colonel 
Smith, Captain Braid, Lieutenants Hunter and W. Seale on the 
main and Barrack guards, with about 80 men, including the 
marine and laboratory departments; about 40 more joined. 

Opposite High Knoll, I was met by Captain Pritchard. returu
ing with orders from the Governor. At Red Hill gate. Major 
Hodson waited my arrival, with orders for posting the detach
ment. My .dvance party had been sent on to tbe gate leading 
10 Major Pierie's. From the rear I counted off twenty file to 
guard the Francis Plain-patb, leaving Captain Sampson in com
mand. At Plantation-house gate. I took teo 61e, who. with 
Captain Barnes. I posted on the road leading to C •• ODS. where I 
found a field-piece, and a detacb,ment of volunteer .... liII.,y. With 
what re",'liDed I proceeded toward • . t/le advanced party; &Del 
upon tbe 1'OIId. Captain De8fountaio of the voJIlPleen. with a 
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field-piece, was po,ted in a commanding situation. At Major 
Pierie's gat. I found the advanced party: and there, with the 
troops I had with me, I occupied a strong position; and with the 
advance, proceeded to the ravine, taking possession of the only 
paS!!: by whieh , on that road , the mutineers could advance to 
Plantation-hollse. 

Having made these {lrrangement~. I sent Lieutenant Thorn to 
inform the Governor of the position I hau taken up. Some time 
after, a servant of Colonel Droughton'g came in with intelligence 
of the approach of the mutineers. and of their having taken his 
master prisoner. I immediatety sent Lieutenant Thorn to the 
Governor to inform him of this, and of my intention to withdraw 
my party in advance, with my reasons for so doing. Major 
'Vright soon came to me; and while consll11ing on the measure 
proposed, Mr. Ilaildon, who had ueen sent to me from thc Gover
nor on the saMe subject, cnme up. Major \Vright went to meet 
the mntineers, who were then near the place J before occupied in 
the ravine. Four men, as an advance from the rabble, fell into 
my chain of sentinels, answering. when challengp.d. « Friends of 
Colonel Broughton ," saying, "Tllt~y wished to propose te-rms to 
the Governor :" and having them sufficiently within the pass, I 
challenged them from the edge of the hill, and ordered them to 
halt. A correspondence hetween them and ~he Governor, through 
Majors Wright aod Hod.on, bro"!:ht on day-light; during which 
time the detached parties joined me 011 the brow of the hill , look
ing down on the mutineen, who were within pistol shot. 'Vhen 

'all had joined, the froot e"tended from Major Pierie'. garden 
wall, to the fence . rllnning parallel with it, in an oblique direc
tioo j sbewiog the mutineers only the right . .PrellJuming on their 
Dumber, they became clamorous, aDd made a shew of advancing. 
Ua¥iRg tbeo sufficient light to discover the rabble below, I 

LI 
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brought up the left: and two field-pieces were placed so as to' 
enfilade the only road by which the mutinee", could approach. 
Seeing their pf'rilous situation, they gave up Colonel Braughton. 
who, on coming up, was received with presented arms. 

The mutineers still retaining their arlils, I was apprehensive 
they might attempt a retreat: to prevent which, I ordered Cap
tain Sampson (who with a strong detachment bnd been in reserve) 
to adva~ce over the fence to the right, where he Jllld complete 
command of the pass in their rear. The manner of their surrender 
becoming a question. I again sent Lieutenant Thorn to the 
Governor for instructions, keeping my party fully prepared to· 
carry into effect, the former decided orders I had received, should 
it be(:ome necessary . Major Hodson, who still remained with 
thelll (Major Wright having gone to the Governor), at last 
succt't'dcd in persuading them to lay down their arms and accou
trements. 

Major Wright, returning from the Governor, brought order. 
that the artillery only should escort the prisoners to High Knoll : 
and there lodge them under the care of Lieutenant Thorn. These 
orders I obeyed, and made a report to the Governor. 

DAV. KINNAIRD, 
Major St. Helena Arlilkry. 

F. Extractfrom Captain Benjamin Hod.",,·, Report. 

To the Honour.ble Col<mel Alezander Be.lIon, O""ermw, 4-c. 4-c. 4-c. 

HONO~RABLE SIR, 

H AORBEABLV to the instructions I received from you on Monday, 
23d December, 1811, I proceeded to Ladder Hill, and t<>Ok the 
command. As I suppORd tbi! intention of the motilteer. wOllld 

. . 
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Captains Sampson and Cole, who, taking the Blann from my 
messenger, had preceded me up the street, and caused the halt I 
observed. 

I ran to the foot of the trees, and had two pi!'tols discharged. as 
a signal to Lander Hill to 'nre a general alarm~ which wa~ in
stantlyobeyed. 1 'then directed Lieutenant Thorn to hasten to 
tbe barrack~, BAd order the drummers to beat to arm~, to collect 
the artillery, and march them to Laddt"r Hill corner. Coming there 
with Major \V right and Captnin Barnes (the other officers having 
retllflled to n!' ... ist in as~embling the men ill barracks) " I found 

Cap1ain Pritdulrd and several men (outlayers), had joint!d us. I 
served Ollt. to this party a small qnantity of ammunition, intend
ing tu tilllow the lHutineers down the street. hearillg they had 
gone to tlu .. ' maiu ~lIarc.l.. I was soon informed, however. that
they had retnrned , and proceeded up the Side-patll road. l\lajor 
Wright determined to t()lInw tltem alone. as 1 had to proceed to 
Planlation .. honse, with what men I could coHeet. Captain Barnes 
was ~t'nt to cummunicate tht: same to Colonel Smith, the com ... · 
manding officer in ~arrison. The seniur officer in barracks ~oon 
joinetl me at Ladder Hill corner, with all ihe men he could 
colled. The whole were assembled withont regard to corps, and 
migllt amount to (including officers) l:.!O .. All the oflicers had 
juined, nnd we marched from town in less than half an hour from 
tbe first hreaking out oftbe mutineers. 

Having that day seen the orders given to Captain Hodson at 
Ladder Hill. and received orders for my own guidance. ( was 
desj,rou8 of sendiug a messenger, before the column, to intorm 
Captain Hodson of my approach, and to proceed on to tllC Gevernor 
with the same .. .. inteUigence: nnd Captain Pritchard, die Gover
nor'saiq·de7camp, hanusomely offered his se .. y.j~es on the occasion. 
I diMCte.d Captain Sampson to proceed with the party, and 
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be to seize this post, I distributed what men I had, te the guns 
pointing on the road leading to the town; the wbole of tbe men 
I expected, bad not at this time arrived. About twenty minutes 
before ten o'clock that night, I heard a great shouting in several 
parts of the town, and two or three muskets were dh.charged in 
the upper part of the street below the officers' barra('ks. I im
mediately fired a general alarm; and at that moment was rein
forced with a party of artillery men I expected from Banks's 
guard. 1\ly detachment now con!listed of two lieutenants, one 
volunteer. one serjeant-major (invalid), one drill-serjeant, nine 
serjeants. six corporals, nineteen gunners, two drummers, forty 
matrosses of artillery, and two privates of infantry (telegraph 
officers.) At the instant the alarm was mad~, a very heavy 
shower of rain came on, and t:au,CJed such darkne.liis. that I could 
not distinguish any object in town, to which I could direct 8 fire. 
I remained with the men at tIle guns, endeavouring to discover 
what Toute the mutineers ha,1 taken j and when the rain cleared 
oft; I ohserved a large body of men moving all the road leading 
to this post. I concluded they were mutineers marching to attack 
me, and prepared the men tu receive them with firmness, and 
was on the point of firing on them with grape shot, wben Lieu
tenant Wilson advised me to wait a little, untH they came into a 
more open part of the road, where I could. bring more guns to 
bear on tbem; and by that time I might be able to """,rlain 
whether ·t.bey were mutineers, or friends: particularly as a lant
hom was seen moving very quick in their front. My advanced 
picquet shortly after challenged Major Doveton, tbe commandant 
ofvoJunteers, who informed me that the party advancing were 
friends proceeding to join the Governor, and that the mutineers 
had gone to .Deadwood shed. Captain Pritchard then arrived 
with the same intelligence, and soon after Major Kinnaird (who 
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rode with " 1.lltl,orn) and Captain Hodson. the Town Major. 
came ~nd offered me a reinforcement 'from the party that was 
approaching: which however I declined, as it was not at aU 

. probable that the mutineers would attack me on tbe town ,id •. 
After sel'ving that party with musket ammunition, I made dispo
sitions to rtceive au attack from the country side, aod remained 
with the men at their quarters the whole night. 

In the morning I was informed the mutineers had surreudercd 
at discrdion; but as I was desired to ke~p my station, I moved 
a ten inch howitzer loaded with canister shot; which, to check 
any rapid advance that might be made, was placed about one 
hundred yards on the road, on the outside of tile works. As the pass 
is very narrow. a. single discharge would make great slaughter; 
and throw any body of men into confusion, aod this in a situation 
where my guns. on the inside ofthe works, would have full eHect. 

The next llay I received an ord~r from you to advance two 
guns on tbe first turning of (he road. above the soldiers' barracks. 
with directions to fire 011 any party that might attempt t.o force 
their way out of the uarracks. In obedience to that order, two 
at inch howitzers, being the two most disposable guns I had, 
.were advanced under the command of Lieutenant Wilson; and, 
at the same time, I pointed as many guns to the parade. opposite 
the main guard, a. could be brought to be"r on that point . 

. This, I trust, you will find to be a correct statement of the oc
currences of the mutiny whicb commenced on the night of the 
23d ef December 1811" as far a' <'Oncerned tbe post whicb I had 
the bonour to command. 

I have the honour to remain, HonourabJe Sir, 
your very obedient Servant. 

B. RODSON. 
Lod.ur Hill, Dt.. 51.1811. 
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G Captain Samp6on'. Report. 

To CU/Ynel Alexander Beat.on, G()1)emor, «te. 4'c, 4"<:, 
SIR, 

HAVING received a letter from the Town Major, dated the 
29th of December, 1811, directing me to state, for your informa
tion, tbe circumstances of the night of the 23d instant. as far as 
they came witbin my knowledge, I send you the following 
Report. 

At half p .. t eight o'clock on the evening of the 23d, Major 
Wright sent for me, hy Sergeant Russell of the grenadien, a con
fidential non-commissioned officer, who informp.rl me, tbat he had 

every reason to believe the troops mettnt to rise in the coune of 
the nig-ht. In my way to Major Wright's, I met Mr. Doveton, 
who told me, be had po~itive information to the same effect i and 
requested me to gn to the barracks, and let the soldie'rs know, 
that meB!I;nreS wonld be adopted on the 24th, much to their satis
faction. Major Wright. aotl some other officers of the regiment, 
with Captain Cole of tile artillery, and myself, hurried up to tlle 
barra cks. I went into the rooms occupied by my Company, and 
perceived an unusual agitation among the men. I enquired what 
wall! the matter, (:lJld infonned tbem, as Mr. Doveton had requestedJ 

f that meal"ures would be adopted the next day. much to their 
satisfaction,' and ordered them to bed. My explanation appeared 

.,"to satisfy the whole of them, with tho exception of Berwick and 
Anderson, privates, who were intoxicated, and whom I forced to 
their cots. After this, while we remained, every thing was quiet. 
I enquired of Captain Knipe, bow tbe grenadiers were ? he re
plied , • perfectly still, and at rest for the night.' All the officers 
then quitted the ba.,....,k., and went down tbe town: but keeping 
OD the alert. MeJor Wright and myself went with Captain Cole 
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Wben we got to the tank at the foot of High Knoll, Major 
Hodson met U~, witb orders from the Governor to divide our 
IOrce. Major Kinnaird went furward with about 40 men, and 
40 were left with me to guard the foot of High Knoll, should the 
mutineers advance by that route. The following was the order 
of my l>os.ition, Captain Knipe with 12 men at the heRd of the 
road leading from Mrs.lIarper's; Lieutenant Torbett in atlvance. 
to flank the above road, the wall under which his party was 
posh·d. forming a breast work ;-Lieutenant Chadwick, low down 
on the left of the tank, on the opposite flank; another picqnet, 
still fllTther Oil the left of Lieutenant Cbadwick. to watch }"'ranei~ 
Plain, liihould they ero.s ... that way. At this time a field-piece 
arriveu from High-Knoll, which I put under Lieutenant Mason's 
char,l.{e, with men to work it whom I could depend on , and placed 
in the hest situation to rake the road. Th~ rest of tile men -' 
ordered a little in the rear, to act as oecaR-ion might require .:
and having made the~e arrangements, I was fully satisfied tbat 
my post could not he forced by the mutineers. 

About four o'clock in the morning, the Reverend Mr. Jones 
brought me orders from tl1e Governor in writing: but as I had no 
light to enable me to read them, Mr. Jones ini(nmed me of their 
substance. viz. thatI was to march thirty chosen men toPlantation. 
house, where I should receiTe orders: he likewise informed me, 
he beHeved it was wished that! should attempt to rescne Colonel 
Broughton, and that if we succeeded, every man would receive a 
reward of £20. When I got to the Plalltation~housa gat., I 
there met Captain T. H. Brooke of the volunteer corps, reported 
onlers from the Go~eroor similar to those I received by Mr. 
Jones; but that I was to wait for further instructions on that 
head. Captain Pritchard (aid-do-camp) then onlered me to join 
H.ajor Kinnainl;'whom I found in a very strong position, within 
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to his house; and we had nut been there more tban five minule. 
before we were informed the men were rising. I met my orderly, 
who told us tbe troops were breaking out of barracks. Major 
Wright, Captain Cole and myself; bnrried up to .top them; and 
when arrived Dear the barracks, we met them coming down with 
charged bayonets. Major Wright called out to ... , to resist them, 
Bnd drive them back to the barracks. In a moment we met, and 
stopped the bead of the colomn: but as the rear charged th~ 
front, and pressed forward with great impetuosity, it was impos
sible to preyent their proceeding. 

Major Ki:nnaird with some other officers then joined; and it 
was dett"rmined to make a general a]ann. Majors Wright and 
Kinnaird went do" n ufier the Dlutineers, and I was directed to 
go to the barracks aDd c-ollect what men I could. In passing up, 
I met several, gOiRg to join the mutineers j but with the assist
ance of other officers forced them back: and when in the barracks 
I observed every officer zealous and active. 'fhe outlayers were 
joining us very fast; so that in auout twenty minutes I was at 
tbe head of 100 meD well officered. I then marched from the 
barracks, expecting to meet them before they left town; but as I 
marched down the street, they went up Side-path. When I got to 

Ladder Hill corner, I there met Captain Pritchard with a few men: 
aDQ on consulting with Major$ Wright lind Kinnaird, we deter
mioedt" march directly to Plantation-house to the as.istance of the 
Governor, as we were informed that Joe was their object. Major 
Wright got a oorse and rode aft ... the mutineers to endeavour to 
bring them back,while the <Ietachment advanced to Ladder Hill. 
Here we procured ammunition. Major Kinnaird tben ordered 
Lieulleoants F. Seal and Thorn to advance to Pl.ata\ion-house 
with. 20 men, and infurm the Go'fernor we were on the _ .... , 
with <me Intndre<i men. 
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pistol shot of the mutineers. Our force then amounted to aoout 
90 rank and file. and, I believe, ten officers. Major Kinnaird 
took me to reconnoitre, and I observed it would be impossible for 
the mutineers to escape, as they were completely impounded·; 
and in the worst possible position they could have chosen. From 
this time, being under the ' command of ~lajor Kinnaird, r have 
nothing to communicate but what YOll will be informed of by 
that ollicer. 

I have the honour to remain. Sir, 
your obedient and humble Servaut, 

C. SAMPSON, 
JalM" , Fort, SOth December, 181}. Captain of LifQ1itry. 

H. Captain Braid' a Report. 

ON Monday, the 23d of December, 1811, I was on ti,e duty of 
Captain of the day; and in the evening I determined, in company 
with Captajn Barnes, to remain at the house of 1\-fr. Everton, near 
the barracks, where we could have the earliest intelligence of 
whatever might occur; and from which situation we could, in 
some measure, observe the conduct of the men in barracks. 

At about a quarter before ten o'clock, we perceived an unusual 
bustle and noise in one of the barrack rooms opposite to us : and 
it soon became evident, that the men of the St. Helena regiment 
were turning out into tbe Barrack Square, with arms and ac
coutrelllents. 

We proceeded towards the barrack gate, and were joil)ed by 
~lItenants Thorn and F . Seale. 'rhe gate was locked; but woe 
cOMld easily ~rc.iv. the muti"eel'1\ were a.""mbling rapidly 
in';d.. I in,otautly <lispatched Lieu~naDt F. Seale (who voluD~ 
leered his Bel'Vjcel to give information of these circumstances to 
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]~ieutenant-Colonel Smith, the commanding officer ~ to Major 
Kinnaird, tile fi e lc.l ... ottict'r on dul.y; :md fI) order the main guard 
immediately u1Hler arms. 

Our repeatedly calling for the gate t o be opened, .ud for t.he 
ufficer of the barrack gnard. Lieutf'nant lV. Seale, to appear. was 
of no ava.il: it was lmt too apparent tile guard, officer anll all, 
were now prisoners to the mutineer~ . However. Olll' incessant 
application fcu' nclmittanee, and the as,"iurance th c·y now IHut of 
their motions hein~ (list.~overeJ , ~eelU to have pressf':d them 10 a 
udcrmillation nf venturill~ out. soouer lhall tllt::y intended; and 
",llih .. tlJeir numuers were mudl helow what tlu~y expected to 
coIled. 

'file wicket being opened, alJolil on~ tJunJrecl of them rushed 
out: the whol~ appeared fully Ih·essp.u anu arme.1. We remon
strated with tll ese c.Jdutled men as tht'y passed ; hut. 1.0 no purpose . 

There were ""Iso many straggl t: I's foHnwing- to jt)in tlH~m, most of 
whom were ,<;:tllt to t11C barracks. 

On the way dowu the street W~ mt't Majors Kinnaird and 
'Vright. and many otlier officers. The general alarm was made. 
and all the men of both corps wllo coulll be found, were assem
bled at the toot ofL.dder Hill, and marched oft' into the country, 

Major Kinnainl onlered me to remain with Lieutenant Colonel 
Smith, to coUed all the force l\'e possibly {'ouM, aOI\ to send 
him R reinforcement to Plantation-honse. I immediately joincl\ 
Lieutenant "Colonel Smith on the lower parade, and communi
cated to him the order I had received from Major Kinnairo , 

Upon enquiring into the ~tate of tile main guard, I was asto
nished to finel no opposition hau hef'n made to the approach of th e 
mutineerg ; no attempt to defend the magazin~; and in short, 
tJlat the main guaru 'Were not even under arms at the moment. I 
had the names of the men of this guard called over, whon it. 

111m 
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appeared twenty-five had nbsented themselve., and joined the 
mutineers. 

In going the rounds, I found the castle gate opell at 12 o'clock 
at night: anti there being no officer for the castle duty that night. 
I had two serjeants placed there and the gate locked. 

The good conduct of ]\ir. Everton on thnt night. deserves to be 
noticed. 

ANDREW I.lRAlD, 
St, He!t:no, 28th December, un t C(l/Jtaifl (ff Art iller!!_ 

I. Captoin DaT1IC.~·8 Report. 

ON the night or" the 23d iustant, Captain Braid and myself 
haying stationed ourselves at the house of Mr. Everton, directly 
opposite to the l)arra~k windows (If the light company, that we 
might be in perfect rendines!'! should we be called upon , were 
informed, about twenty minutei Lefore ten o'doek. by Everton 
(whose vigilance deserves great prais~ ) that there was a violent 
tumult in tbe barrack!!!, and that tile soldiers were attelupting- to 
force their way through the gates. Captain Braid and llIyself 
immediately went there, and were directly joined by Lieuteuant 
F. Seale and Lieutenant Thorn. Lieutenant Seale was instantly 
dispatched by Captain Braid to inform Major Kinnaird, the main 
guard, &c. &c. of what had taken place. In less than five min utes 
after we had got to the gate, the wicket was opened, and about 
" hundred men, most of them fully armed and accoutred, rusbed 
out. It was in vain for three of us to attempt opposing force to 
this body, and all lhatwe could .ay to indyc. them to desist from 
their mad and di!o1graceful "enterprize, was useless ;-decJaring 
throughout" we want our rights, attd will have them bt;fore we 
co"'" baclt."-They proceeded down the street very quickly!
we followed, using our. utmost endeavours to persuade every 
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straggler following them to r~turn to his Larraeks; in !'ome m
stances we were successful. Near the gate leading into the 
paraue lIetore the officers' barracks we joined l\Iajors Wright and 
Kinnaird. Captains Sampson and Cole, ann others. I .. ientenant 
Thorn was dispatcllcd by Major Kinnaird with orders to the 
barracks; flS was Captain Sampson by Major \Vright. Two 
pistols were fired by Major Kinnaird, as a signal to (~aptain 
Hodson at Ladder Hill, who almost instantJy mad~ the general 
aJarm. It was then determined to collect all the men we could. 
at the hottom of I~adder Hill road, where we found Cnptain 
Pritchard with " few Dlen. Having been joined by Captain 
Sampson and Lieutenant Thorn, with aU the men they ~vu)d 
find, we proceeded to Ladder Hill ; Capt.in Pritdlard having 
been previously ordered by Major Kinnaird to hasten to the 
Goverllor, to inform him he was marching to Plantation-h(~)Use 

witll a con.iderable force. At Ladder Hill we received four 
bundles of baH cartridge for each man.; . and· spare ammunition 
was carried by six: black men. Aftt'r reaching Red Hill house, 
where we met the Town Major. we were detaebed in parties to 
variuus positions. With 20 men, I was ordered to take post on 
the road leading to Cason's Gate, which I did; and found there 
a nelli-piece (a thre~ pounder) with two volunteer officers, Lieu
tenants Wright and Blake) and 24 black ,al'tillerymen. I took 
charge of the whole, and disposed them so as to command every 
approach to my post. A little bet'Jre day-light. I was ordered 
with my party and g"ns (another three pounder, with Lieuteflant 
D. PritclJard, having joined) to march uown to the main body, 
under Major Kinnaird, which was drawn up in line, near Major 
Pierie's lower house, upon a small flat on the b,.ow of a hill look .. 
iog down upon the mutineers, who were within pistol shot of us. 
1 fell in, with both field-pieces on the left flank, so as completely 


