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" The nature of the vegetation is here, as well as every 

where else, the truest criterion of the climate. }o'ew of the 

undoubtec1ly indigenous plants can be called tropical; on the 

contrary, the flora of the island is poor in some families which 

occupy a large portion of tropical vegetation in general; 

snch, for instance, as the Composita, whiJe it is much richer 

in othcrs chiefly found in temperate climates, as the Labiatd!. 

Fcw of the plants of the hotter rcgions of Africa are fOllnd 

here; .but a much greater numher of species similar, or 

allied to, those of the temperate extremities of this continent, 

and of the Canary islands in particular. The nllmber of 

these encrease in ascending frolll the low grounds to the hills 

of second magnitude, where they are succeeded partly by 

European and partly hy othcr Canariall plants to the height 

of 3000 leet, which was the greatest eJevntion I reached.n 

H St. Jago, though elljo)'ing tlJe genial influence of a tro. 

pical sun, seems to be poor in indigenous plants, as is 

indeed usually the case with ishnds at any considerable dis

tance from a continent. But though nature is not here 

spontaneously productive, she has adopted every plant, 

which has heen brought to the island either by accir.ient or 

design. Thlls the most prevalent species are exotic, lind 

'chiefly iritroduced from the other Portuguese colonies, par

ticularly from the Brazils and the Malabar coast. The 
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Jatropha curcas, probably first brought here for its seeds, 

which alford a good oil, forms thickets in th" vallies and on 

the sides of the hills; tl,e Anona tripetala is also common 

in the same wild st..'lte, and in similar situations. The Justicia. 

malabarica corers all the fields and bottoms of the vallies. 

The Al'gemollc me:ricfllla is dispersed in every direction; and 

the Cassia occideniolis is scattered amongst the rocks ro~nd 

POI'tO Praya. Three species of Sidu, the canar;e""i,, being 

most abundant (and even more so than in the Canaries) 

and one species of 1~[lIlva, also yery prevalent, are probably 

from America. 

" The principal indigenous plants in the lower region, are 

a species of ];Jimusa, whjch I have nameel !!Jalldulosa; a Con. 

,'olvoills, which is doubtful, and may also he American; 

a Zizyphus .resembling the vulgaris. Spcl'macoce 'Ce7'ticilata, 

said to be common in the W cst Indies and Africa: .Momar

die", ~e"cgalt:llSis, and Cmodiospennwn hirsutllm, both of Sene

gal, and Lutu, jacoba:us. In ti,e hilly region some indige

nous plants cover large tracts, resembling, by this character 

of aggregation in one place, the vegetation of temperate 

climati'S. A new species of Penni,etum covers all the hills, 

having no other resemblance to tropical grasses, than its 

height and ramified stems. Among the many Canarian' 

plants, I looked long for the family of E"pilO,'bia, so, preva.. 
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lent in the Canaries; but at the height of. about 1600 feet 

1 at length found the ,ides of lhe hills and ,mall vallies co

vered '~ith large hushes of a Th.'lmalea, resemhling the pisca

toria, hut the identily dillicult to be established. A Sider

o.rylon,l was told, forllled thickets (>n t.he highest mountains, 

but 1 saw only one sterile plant resembling the .iVarmlllana 

of Madeira, 

" I haYc, in the following table,'" divided the vegetation of 

St. Jago into two regions only, and doubt if the plants of 

the Pico de San Antonio differ sullicicntly to form a third. 

I must however observe, that a two days excursion, in the 

dry season, and in one of the least fertile parts of one island 

only, is by 'no means sullicient to estahlish a physical ar_ 

rangement of the flora of the islands in general, where such 

difference of localities exist as in the hurning peak of .Fogo, 

and the wooded mountains of the island of San Antonio. 

Indced, from thelitt!c I had time to'observe, I am convinced 

that a botaoist would have h;s lahour well repaid should he 

give a sufficient time to the examination of the vegetable 

reign of these islands ; nor can I help being surprised that 

no one has yet turned his attention towards them." 

With respect to the cultivated vegetables, Dr. Smith ob

serves, " Cultivation is only. seen in the glens or ravlOes, 

. * Inserted in Professor's Smi'th', Journal. 
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which are warered by rills from tbe mountains. In the 

upper and wider part of the valley of Trinidad. wc first met 

,,.itb plantations of Indian corn, cassava, sugar can~, Arum 

e .• culellli,m, and' pine apples. Cotton and indigo had also 

been formerly planted in some spots of the valley, but being 

neglected, a few plants run wild are now only to be seen. 

On the sides oftbe brooks grow luxuriantly the tig, lemon, 

orange, papaw, (AlIona triloba,) custard apple, . ( A1Iolla 

africulla,) the tamarind, guava, plailltain, and banana, 

(Cassia.!i,tula,) and prickly pcar ( Cnetll .• nplllltia). Ncar 

one of country houses we saw some Aila1lthll,~ glandulosa 

Ximcllia mnel';cmia, and a few grape vines. Besides the datc 

palm, which grow~ ill ahundance ill the sands 'ucar Vorto 

J>raya, SOIll~ tall cocoa palms are scattered here and there, 

and bcar ripc fruit at the clcvation of 800 feet above the sea. 

A singlc palmyra (Bu"{{'\.<I/s.flahcllijorllli .• ) was seen. 

On some spots of the ele¥atcd grassy hills, roots and 

vegetables are culti,'ated with great success; .we saw nQ 

traces of other Cerealia than Indian corn, out were told that 

wheat succeeds perfcctly when sown in the dry plains in the 

rainy season, as does rice in the lowest and wettest grounds; 

but the islands being 'Supplied with com from America, in 

return fc,r their salt and mules, the indolent inhabitants do 

not think of cultivating either. The inhabitants we .con-
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versed with were entirely ignorant of any tree affording dra

gOll's blood, though the Drac(1'na draco is said to be found 

in these islands, as well as Madeira and the Canaries. 

The deep valley of St. Domingo, on the cast side of the 

island, which we saw beneath us ii'um the mountains, and 

that of Ribeira on the south-west side, we were assured 

are better watered, more fertile, and 1I10re extensively cnl

tivatcd than that of Trini,fad:" 

Dr. Smith remarks ofth" geological features of the island, 

that" the Cape Verdes, like all the African Atlantic islands, 

are of sub-marine volcanic origin, anu mostly of the ba~ 

saltic formation. :Few of them sceln to have had snper

marine erllptions~ and perhaps the con~ of Fogo, which 

rises above 7000 feet, and still smokes, is the only one. 

The forms of the four high north-western islands, and of 

~rava, as represented in the charts, lead to the belief that 

they do not difter essentially in structure from the basallie 

mountains of St. Jago, and it is probable that Mayo IS 

similar to the inferior region of the latter island. 

" The .outh-east and south coasts of St. Jago are sur

rounded by steep and often perpendicular rocky cliffs of a 

few fathoms in height, from which the land rises towards 

the mountains, in a generally flat surface, with a few 

hills covered by loose fragments and furrowed ·with ravines. 
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" The valley of Trinidad, the largest and deepest .avme 

in the south side of the island, commence; at the sandy 

beach of Porto Praya, and runs S. S.''I'. and N.N.E ., with 

its upper extremity bent to the E . N .E. until it is lost 

m sloping hills. It is generally covered with volcanic 

fragments. 

" The central ridge of hills follows nearly the largest 

diameter of the island from S.E. to N.W., but nearest to 

the eastern coast, with sloping sides to the west, and having 

many steep basaltic rocks, and well watered vallies or 

ravines 10 the east. The peak of St. Antonio rises above 

the other mountains in an oblique, ~onical, sharp-pointed 

lorm, to the height of about 4500 feet. 

" The sea rocks round Porto Praya expose five strata to 

yiew ~ 1st, or lowest, a cortglomerat, passing into pumice tufa; 

2d, pumice ; 3d, a thin layer of porou. basalt; 4th, columnar 

basalt; and 51h, or uppermost, a basalt-like substance, 

which from its concentrical and globular forms, seems 

to hare been in a semifluid statc . . Farther inland, the 

basaltic strata sometimes contain oli~il1 and augite, and more 

rarely amphibo!e. About a league up the valley, on its 

western border, are huge rocks; which cause a bending in 

its direction, and which are composed of a deep red quartz, 

with crystals ofJeltspar; about two leagues up are found 
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loose masses of lava, the cells sometimes empty, sometimes 

tilled with crystals of meso/ype. To the west, I observed at 

some oistancc a discoloured appearance, not unlike a lava 

stream, and not far distant from some conical hills, in the 

direction of the Peak of Fo!¥'; but the stinted time dirl not 

~dmit of examining if these were the vestiges of an eruption . 
• 

In two or three places I met beds of a compact ftlspar, 

mostly decomposed into a white earth. I was also told of a 

bed of shells among some hills, not far distant from the place 

named Toara, but which the same reason prevented me from 

'f' " n:n ymg. 

The island appears to be scantily supplied with birds, 

cither as to species or nl1mbers; those seen were threc spe

cies of fn/co; t~c first a fishing cagle, common at Vorto 

Pray a ; the second ash-coloured, of a large size, seen only on 

shore; and the third, which was shot on shore, Hcarly 

rcsembleu the sparrow-hawk. The small birds, of which 

specimens were shot, were a fine king fisher ( A/cedo), vcry 

comni0n; the common swift (Hirunda apus;) a sparrow 

differing little from the European house sparrow; a bird 

resembling the lark; and a very small warbler, the only 

one that appeared to have any song. Some covies of 

Guinea fowl . were seen, but too shy to be shot at; and 

t.he common quail was also seen. Tbe greater tropic bird, 
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( Phaeton etho'us) bre~ds in the crevices of the elevated 

rocks near the shores, but was n(lt at this time numerous. 

}'ish are tolerably abundant in the bay, alld the seine may 

be hauled with good success, either in a sandy cove on the 

west.side of the east point of tile bay, or on the beach west 

of the town; the latter appearing preferable, the former 

being subject to a sudden rise of surf, when the sea breeze 

blows fresh. Of nine species of fish which we took, three 

only were familiar to us, viz. a young white shark, (Squalus 

carclw1'ias) barracoota, or harracuda, nnd grey mullet. The 

olhers we were pre\'Cnlerl from examining by a mistake of 

the cabin steward, who (supposing they were selected and 

put hy for the purpose) caused these specimens to be ,h'est 

for dinner. Although the most rigid catholics, th~ inhabi

tants seem to make lish a yery smail. portion of their ge

neral food. a single boat alone goiug out to fish in deep 

water; and the few fish we observed on shore were taken 

as we understood by hook and line from the rocks. The 

Governor, howerer, on learning that we had hauled the 

,ein" with success, let us know that it was customary to pay 

him tlIC cO!Ilpliment of a dish of lish, which through 

ignorance we had ~mitted. Of crusbceous fish, IVe only 

took a prawn four inches long, a few small crabs among the · 

. rocks, and a species of land crab. The testaceous mollusca 
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conceled among the rocks were not numerous, consisting of 

1Jatella, buccina, tm'bo, t1'oc/tii, ano dead shells of cones. Two 

species of sea egg ( ecltillus) were also found on the rocks. 

The insects seen (t.esi(les the common fl.Y of a small size, 

and neither numerous nor troubicsume,) were several kinds 

of grasshoppers (g':Vlli) , fhree or four species of co/l,opteraus 

insects, among which was a small beetle (Scarabcrus), and 

some moths and butt~rt1ies . The only reptile seen was the 

common stone lizard. 

Porto }>raya has been so often visited by our navigators, 

that it may be supposed they hm'e left liltle rOOIll for new 

nautical obscn'ations; the directions for knowing the bay 

arc indeed so minute and various, 35 to confuse rather than 

assist a :-;trangcr: it seems howc\'er to have heen forgotten, 

that one markerl nlld I'l'ominellt teature i!; a better guide 

than a number of trivial appearances, which may change 

with the position of the ob,ervcr. 

It seem, to me to be <]uite suflicient to inform the naviga

tor, that the S.£. point of the isla lid is seen as a very long 

and very low point in cOIlling from the north or south; that 

to ·the west of this point, three or four miles, is a bay with a 

brown sandy beach, a building, and a grove of date (not 

cocoa-nut)'" trees; that this .first bay must not be mis-

• This mistake is made in, all the directions for Porlo 'Praya tbat I h.ave seeo ; 
the trees nrc however sufficic..ntly different in appearauce, ~o render the cor
I'~.tion nl'ODtr. 
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takcn f(" that of Porto Praya, as its cast point is surrounded 

by rocks that. do not alwl/,~s break; that aOer passing this 

hay you may kcep along shore towards Porto Praya withiu 

I ~ lIlile, or in JO fathoms. This last bay is first distinguished 

by a battery of earth or brown stones on its west point, off 

which the sea a/wallS breaks to some distance. In standing 

on, round the cast point of the bay, (which is safe, and 

should be rounded in seven or eight fathoms, or within a 

cable's length,) the brown sandy beach opens, on which is 

lirst seen a house or shed, then a grove pI" date (not cocoa

nut) trees, and shortly after the tort itself. 

" :itll respect to anchorage, it may be proper to observe 

that a large ship should lay well out, and near the east shore, 

in order to ensure her weathering the west point of the 

hay, should the wind be light, or thr to the east, as is often 

the case. The best hirth I conceive to he with the flag-staff 

of the fort N.W. byW., the east point of the bay E.S.£. 

and the S.W. point W.S.W. in SCl'cn or eight fathoms. 

The ground is coarse sand and gravel, that does not hold 

well, consequently it re<Juires a good scope of cable to bring 

the ship up ill a fresh sea breeze, It is also advisable to 

drop a kedge anchor to the west to steady the ship, and 

keep the ·hower anchor clear, when 'at times in the forenoon 

the wind is light from the west. 

There is always some surf 'on the beach. so that it is 
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proper to have grapnels in the boats going on shore. When 

the surf is high, there is,a · good landing place at a rock east 

of the town, where a path-way is seen. It is also very 

necessary to be cautious in' carrying sail in boats, the putfs 

of wind from the high lands being very dange~ous, as we 

experienced by the overseuing of the gig, by which Lieu

tenant Hawkey was nearly drowned. Two other boats 

were also 'nearly lost in the surf, by which unlucky ac

cidents my own watch and four otliers were totally spoil

ed, causing, in our situation, a very serious and irremedia

ble e,·il. 

Refreshments tor a ship's crew are by no means to be 

procured at Porto Praya on reasonable terms; for lean 

bullocks of 2501b. weight they at this time expected 40 

dollars; for long-haired African sheep, 4 dollars each; 

milch goats, 2 to 5 dollars; pigs of 501b. (a long-legged and 

long-sided breed), :; dollars; large turkies, 1-;- dollar each; 

small long-legged fowls, 6 for a dollar. A few Muscovy 

ducks were seen in the country, but no geese. For bullocks 

or. sheep, bills or cash are alone taken; but all other stock, 

as weli as fruit and vegetables, which usually belong to ne

groes, may be most advantageously procured in exchange 

for any articles of wearing apparel, or for blankets. Monkeys 

are otferjld for sale by every negro, and unless a prohibi-
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tion i, iss ued, the seamen will always fill a ship with these

mischievous animals. The only specIes here is the green 

monkey (Cercopitltecll' sab(/!,ts). 



CHAPTER II 

Passage {rom POrto Pra),il. to tht> Mouth of the Zaire, 
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CHAPTER II. 

HAVING completed the Congo's caulking in the evcnmg 

of the 10th, I should have quitted Porto Praya the following 

morning, but it being Holy Thursday, consequently a great 

festival 'vith Catholics, all the free inhahitants, drest in their 

best attir~, were occupied the whole day in church ceremo· 

nies, which not permitting them to attend to worldly 

concerns, we couJd not get our husi ness settled on shore, 

and were therefore obliged tll defer sailing until the next-day, 

.in the afternoon of which we again got tt) sea. 

10 compliment to the rcligiOIl of the place, we this morn

ing, it being Good }Iriday, hoisted the colours half-mast, the 

fort having done so, and the Portuguese "csscl~ putting them- . 

selves in mourning hy topping theil' yards up and down. 

At sun set the Peak of Fogo was seen nineteen leagues 

distant. 

A moderate trade-wind between N. E . and E. N. E. conti

nued until the 18th, when in latitude Tk', longitude 18° W., 

welost it, and got into the regionoflight variable breezes and 

very snltry weather, the thermometer rising in the afternoon 

to 82' and 84'; the temperature of the sea being 80° Bud 81 0; 
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during the nighls con stant faint lightning without thunder. 

l\blly porpoises (Ddp";""" piwcellfl), thing fish, and 

tropic hirds were now seen, and a swallow rested on the 

yards when ~50 miles distant from . the land. From 

the 15th to the 19th the sea represented a continual succes

sioll or riplings, and 011 t~ying the current with a boat, 

it was tlllmd to sel to the S. E, at the rate of i of a mile all 

hour, nearly agreei ng with our clll:onOmC(crs. 

The towing net, which "l:.l S kept constantly overboal'd,gavc 

liS ff})" the first time on the 18th, great liurnbcrs f}f perfect

ly tJiaphullous crustacea, resembling insects of glass; the)" 

wCl'eoffolir d illt~ rcllt species, and considered by 1)1'. Smitll, 

as belonging to the gelllls ,"'C!jllllTUS, (La l\Jarc,* p.1::>6.) 'Ve 

also took a sma}) squalus, of a species new to us, and which 

Ji'om the form of its teet lJ may be nallled ""'qua/us S('1Tato. 

On the 19th the first deluge of rain was experienced in a 

heavy squall from N. E., and was the commencement of that 

succc~si on of squalls, calms, and rains, which would seem 

to be enlaiicd as all everlasting curse 011 this region of the 

AlIunt;c; in consef]uencc of which, from this time till we 

l'asseo the mendian of Cape Palmas, our progress was ex

ceedingly slow, never exceeding 40 miles a day, and some ... 

times making no progress at a1l. The winds, when the~e . 

Similar cru~tacea were taken during the rfs t of the passage in gll!ater or less 

IlIUnUCr5 unJil we made the contincnt of Africa, 
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were any, were b~t\\'cen E. N. E. and S. " ' ., hut mostl'y 

southerly. Our only amusement now was t.he taking of 

sITar-ks, all of the white species (cfll'charias), except OIlC of 
• 

the bJue (g/o ucus) , and the only one seen durill g tho pas

sage; the largest of the fonner was a male, ten feet lon g, 

the latter a. female ' impregnated, ~C\'en t~ct IOllg; she was 

unattended either by pilot-fish o r sucking-fish, while the 

white sharks had many or both accolllpanYlIlg or at

tacheu to them. It was uhsened of the pilot.fish (Jasto-

1"'lsteu.;; (Luct(Jr), that they took especial care to keep out 

of the way of the shark 's mouth, generally playj ng o,"er 

the hinder part of his head. The .'ihark was also observed 

to Hft the head abm'c water a nd seize ol~iccts f~oating, with

· ouL any, change of position. Olle shark was seen to leap 

out of the water and seize a small albi con:'-while it was itself 

in pursuit of a tl)'jn~- fi sh. 

The firs t bonitos (,-"'co mber pda11lis) were seen on I.h~ 25th, 

in latitude 50 53., and many . cavally or shipjack sported 

after showers of rain, while flocks of tropic and other ocea· 

nic birds hovered over the riplings they caused, in order to 

seize the flying fi sh frightened from their dement. 

On the 26th , in latitude 6" 16'., longitude 13" 45', the tem

perature of the sea at the depth of 220 feet was 640 , that of 

the surface being 80", and of the air 81 
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Since the commencement of the rains every additional 

precaution was taken to guard against the cdects of the

da",p sultry weather on the people; thel Were never 

exposed to the rain when it could be avoided, and when 

unavoidably wetted , they wcre obliged to put on dry dothes 

as soon as possible, occasionally receivj~g a small glass of 

spirits when shifted. The humiclity of the air between 

decks wus dried up by freqnent fires, alld the bedding often 

aired. The large <Juantity of water I had .hipped in 

the river enabled me t.o afford a proportion' fur washing the . 
people's dothcs twice a ,reck, until 110W, when the rain 

water saved by the awnings was put hy for the purpose. 

J'rom the \"(~ry commencement of the voyage, 1 had much 

difficulty in .foTcing the uhser"ance of general regulations lor 

cleanliness, and Ihe consequent prcscl'\'atioll of hcalth on the 

tmnsporl.'s crcw ; lor the mast er alII] Jmites, like the genera

lit), of merchant sea men, cOlIsidcrill~J' all slich rcO'ulations as 
~ " 

useless, took no steps to enforce 'them, HOI' could I even get 

the hamHlocks hrou~ht on deck after ollr arri\'al in the' 

WartH latilUde!;, lIutil [ had recourse to coercion, and the 

punishment at the gangway of one of the most refractory 

of the crew, which effectually broke up the confederacy 

that see:ned to have been formed to resist all my · orders on 

this subject. 
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The I;urrents, from leuving P orto Praya until in latitHdc 

G' , longitude l 5', set to the south and S. E.; they then 

chang"d to the N. E. and E. N. E., with various degrees of 

velocity, from 8 to 40 miles a day, and retained this direc

tion until we made Prince's I sland. 

The winds until the 5th of May, when we crossed the 

Illcritlian of Cape Palmas, at the (iistanee of 15 ] caguc~: 

from that Cape, were very light and variable, between south 

and S. W. The greatest heat of the atmosphere was 85' in 

a clear calm at 2 1'. M., and the least 74.' after heavy raill; 

the rain water as it fell heing at 75". ~Thc various trials of 

the temperature of the sea gave Letween 81 0 and 82(1 at the 

surfhce, and 63' to 64' at the depth of 200 Ii,thoms. A large 

sllOal 0f the bottle-nose porpoise or dolphin of naturalists, 

(Delphinus de/phis ) was scen; Hock, of tropic birds, and a 

few lIlcn~of-war birds (Pclicanlls wj1lila) now also accompa

uied our course. It was observed that the former bird 

fishes in the manner of the gull, flying low, and seizing 

its prey only at the surface, and often sitting Oil the water; 

while the man-of-war binI soars yery high, hovers on the 

wing like thc kite, and dalls perpcndicularly on its prey, 

diving "after, and carrying away, the lal'gc5t flying-fish jnto 

the air. 

After passing Cape Palmas, the light southerly air was 



44 CAPTAIN TUCKEY'S NARRATIVE . 

• t1tcceded by muderate breezes from S. S. W. and S. W', 

with which we stuod close hauled across the Gulf uf Guinea; 

but the strong N. E. currents prevented our making any 

southing. TJle weather, iu crossing the Gulf, was always 

extremely cloudy, with frequent <lrops of rain, and much 

less snltry, the tlwrmometer varying between 800 and 780 
• . 

May Gth. Until this time the Naturalists were obliged to 

content themselves with the small animals the towing net 

aflorucd tlJ(~Ill, but they were now gratified by the capture of 

albicorc alld bonito, many of both being taken hy the 

grains and hook. The most apparent distinctive characters 

of these two species of the Scom/H..'r are the following. The 

albicorc (.Sc(Jlllbcr tlt.1jIllIllS ) has 14 rays in the first dors;:u 

fin, 8 smatl f~t1se fins 011 the back, and tIle salllC number on 

the under side; the dorsal, ana), aIHI fal;;e fins are strongly 

tinged with orange, the unde r part of the siues of the fish 

marked with transverse whitish stripes, the palate studded 

with bVlley points. The foremost dorsal fiD of the bonito 

(Sc. pc/alll;s) has 16 rays, the Jalse fin s arc eight on the 

back , alld unly seven beneath. These fins have no orange 

tinge; the lInd~r sides are marked longitudinally with four 

black stripes, an~ the pal'lle is quite smooth. 

If the esteemed tUft ny-fish of the Mediterranean and the 

alUicore of the Atlantic be the same species, there Beems to. · 
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be an enormous difference in tlJCir sizes. The lunny

iish arriving at the weight of 8 to 12 ewt. while the largest 

albicore I have ever seen taken in the Atlantic weighed but 

160Jbs. and the most common weight was hetween 30 and 

40lbs, and these latter were evidently full grown fish, 

Oil the 11 th we had full moon, and the same day and the 

Ilcxt, such heavy'rains fell, that I leared the wet season had 

already set in ~u the Borlh of the line, we being un this day 

'a,oN 11'°)' .Ill~:; r . au( 2" ~ . By a rain guage made on board, we 

found that, on the morning of the ] 2th, between 1 and 

4 o'clock, the water that fell from the heavens was equal to 

:3,~o inches. On this day tlied Joseph Burgess, seaman, of 

the Congo ; on opening him, his death was found to have 

bccn occasioned b'y a disease of the heart caused b'y the 

, ancient rupture of a' blood ,'esse\. 

Though the rains lasted hut two uays, seven of tlle trans· 

pOlt'S crew were already attacked by fevers, more or 1ess 

serious, all of which were to be tra('cd to Iheir slceping on 

the wet decks, and to the neglect of changing themselves 

after bcing exposed to the rain during the day, The almost 

inevitable bad consequences Clf carelcssness in thesc res

pects, ma'y be estimated b'y the state of the thermomcter at 

night i'n various pans of the ship, In t.he space called 

between' ,deck; -where the people slept, it was 88°, in my 

cabin 79' or SOO, On deck 73° to 77°, The great evapo-
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ration from tbe decks, &c. after rain, being found to lower 

the thermometer a degree or more belo\\' the temperature 

of the rain in falling. With respect to my own people, I 

obliged them to wear flannel next their skin, in addition to 

the other precautionary regulations; and the good eff~ct of 

these precautions was fully evinced in the continued good 

health of the cre,Y, one or two only (and tbese were proved 

to have neglected them) being slightly attaked with symp

toms of fever, which gave way by irnmctliatc bleeding, and 

gentle cathartics. 

May 14. The bird nameo booby (PelfCa1l"S Slltll) now fre

quently settled on the yards in the dusk of the evening, and 

two of them were taken ; the external characters of tllesc 

hirds seem by no means to authorise their being placed in 

the genus of Pelican. Of tIle two individuals now taken , the . 

largest mea,med I B inches from the point. of the bill to the 

extremity of the tail , am] weighed seven ounces; the 

plumage a rusty brown, deepest and rather glossy on the 

upper side of the wing quill {cathers, the c rown of the head 

only being of a dove colour, liglltest towarus the forehead. 

The upper side., of ti,e wi"g quill fcathers black, the under 

side a dirty white; the bill conical, slightly curved; the 

nostrils very open, being two wide longitucJinal slits on the 

Bides of, and about the middle of the uppcr mandible ; the 

eye a dark brown approaching to black, surrounded by a 
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~ircle of minute white feathers; three t""3 full webbed, the 

fourth toe behind very small, alld quite free; bill and legs 

black. This specimen on examination proved to be a full 

grown male. 

The second specimen, 'which was «Jund to be a young 

female, was somewhat less than the first; the do\'e colour 
• on the crown of the head was deeper, nearly mixing with 

the general brown; and the circle of minnIe feathers round 

the eye was hlack ; it differed in no other respects from the 

male. These birds were observed generally in pairs; they . 
fly close to the water with the neck stretched out and the 

tail spread. 

On the Wtl!, at day-light, Prince's islanll was in sight, 

bearing S.E. 12 or 14 leagues; our approach to it the pre

ceding day harillg been delloted h'y great nnmbers of fish

ing birds, apparently different species of gulls. 

The SWClrlllS of alhicore round the ship were no\v such 

as almost to justify the hyperbole of their obstructing the 

ship's way; and twenty a day was the lIsual success of our 

fishery with hook and liuI;, the flying-fish found within them 

serving as bait. 'llhe proportion of bonito appeared to be 

small, not one being taken to IO albicorcs. The flying fish, 

in endeavouring to escape from their cruel ehemies., 

skimmed the surface like flights of birds, and it" was ob-
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scn'cd, that wben they rose in tbe dir~ction of the wind~ 

t.he)' could reaeh a considera.ble dislallce, but when against 

the wind, they dropped again ahnost immediately; whell 

the risc was in an oblique direction to tlte wind, they some

times described a considerable cl~r~c, until th ey got before 

the wind, and this without any assistance from the wings, 
• 

the only mo\"cmcot of these memhers heing at the moment 

of their quitting the WItte r, when the.v Imu for a fe ,,~·· instants 

a flui ck riuttcdng motion. Four difle rcnl ~ pcc i\~~ of these 

fi sh we re taken. 

After passing Ca pe Palllws and entering 11)(~ Gu]f of 

Gu inea, t"he sea apllclll'cd of a whitisll colour, g row ing more 

:0;0 until lIJaking Prjll ce~ islanJ , and its luminous1 1), also 

cncrcasin,g- , so that. at night t.he ship see med to he sai ling 

in a sea uf milk , In order to disco\'cr the cause of these 

appearances, a bag of buntiug, thc mouth cxtended by 

a hoop, was kept o\'cl'board, and in it were collcctcd 

vast numbers of a nimal s of various killds, particularly 

p el lucid .':J~{J lp(c, with ilUlumcrablc liule c J'lIs ta Cl'01l5 a nimals 

of the Sc!/Iam .• gen us attac hed to titCIIJ , tu whieh I think 

the whitis l. coiOllr or til C watc l' Illay be principally a~crihed. 

Of C,mccrs, we reckoned 13 different species, eight having 

the shape of crabs, and fi,'c that of shrimps, and none more 

than a quarter of an inch in lengtb.; among them the Cancer 
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Julgens was con"spicuous. In ~mothcr species (when put into 

the micr?scope by candle lighl), the luminous property 

was observed to be ill the brain , which, whcn tllc animal 

was at rest, rcscmblcu a most hrilliant amethyst about the 

sj;.:c of a large pin's Ilcad, anti from which, whell it moved, 

darted flashes of a brilliant sih-ery ligh!. Heroes, beautiful 

holothurias, and various gelatinous anillJals were also taken 

lip in great nUillhers. illdeeo the (;ulf of (Juill(.!a appears 

to be a most prolific region in lhcs, ~ sort of allimals; and r 
ha\'c no.douht hut the marine entolllolugist 'would here be 

ahle to add jmmctlseiy to this branch of natural history. 

As it ''''"as ~ollild impos~ible to prescrrc the far greater 

number of these animals hy reasoll of their delicatc orga

nizatioIJ, the spirit of willc dissoh'jng SOUle, all(t extracting 

the colours of others, alld as most ur tl}l'llI rC(lllirc the aid 

of a microscope to describe thelll, a great portion of them 

were lost 011 us,frorn the want of a person either to describe 
• 

OJ draw them from that instrumellt. 

Light baffling winds hom south to S.W. kept us in sight 

of Prince's island until the 18th, when a ' hard squall from 

the S. E. brought to our vicw that of St. Thomas, which at 

day-light on the 19th hore S. hy W., distant 19 leagues .. We 

were again pla,·ued with .Iight winds for two days off tllis 
o • ' 

island, when another· squall Irom the S. E. fan us clear of 

II 
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iL to the west; but the wind soon returning to south, and 

blowioO' fresh, we were unable to wp.ather it, and I thonr:ht " . ~ 

it advisable to stand otfto the W. S. \Y. ill the hope of making 

southing; accordingly we cfossed the line in this course 

on the 25ti, nnd in the meridian of 4.;.0 E. 

Irom the time of our making St. Thomas, 'we experienced 

a current setling to the \V. N. \V., encreasing in velocity as 

we went to the westward , until on the line it set 33 miles in 

~4 hours. }'inding we made little SOli thing, the wind still 

hanging obstinately at south, we t.acked on the 24th to the 

eastward, and on tllc ~7th passed to the ~f)llth of St. Thomas, 

within 5 leagues, Ollr latitude being 0" 17' S., so that we had 

gained but 45 miles southing in 6 daY~t owjng to the ~trong 

northerly currents, although in this track the latest chart of 

the Atlantic marks a strong southerly current. 

While in sight of the two islands above mentioned, the 

weather was so very cloudy that we could see little 

more than their outlines. Toward~ 1h·c so uth end of 

Prince's island are two whitish ravines; but whether this 

colour i~ from the nature of the ground, or from the excre

ment of birds (of which there are immense numbers round 

the island) we could not ascertain. St. Thomas, which we 

approached within 7 or B miles, appears to be wooded up 

to the summit of what is rather impfIJperly called the Peak. 
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of St. Anna, being liltle conical, bUl rather a round topped 

Ulountain, of the probable elevation of 7 or 8000 feet, with 

a gap in t.he summit. Off the north end, the rock or islet 

named .lIIono Cacada (significant I suppose of its being co

vered with the dung of birds), leaves a considerable open 

spaee between it and the main island. 

Our chronometers gave the longitude of thc north end of 

Prince's island 7·; the variation, by the mean of m'l,II.Y 

ob~ervations, 21· 22' W. The .ame watch makes the N. W. 

point of St. Thomas in 6· 31', and Rolle's island, at the 

south end, in (j·44'; lhe variation at this elld of t.he island 

22 0 7'. 

The winds now carne mure westerly , bill were at the 

same time so light, that ollr progress was most tiresomely 

slow; I therefore uetenn"jned t.o JHukn the continent, in 

the hope of finding land and sea brccJ.es in shore; and nc

eordingly we first saw it on th~ morning of 3d of .June, 

and at noon were three leagues off shore in Hj j"tholl1s, 

latitude observed 2· 10' S. ; the lund very low and entirely 

covered with wood. 

The atmosphere for the two days before making the land, 

had bee·ome 00 saturated with moisture, that the hygrome

.tel' at noon marked 5', and the thermometer stood at 71' . 

.4t ·1 o'clock in the evening a dew, little less penetrating 
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than rain, began to fall, and continued the whole night, 

with so sensible a degree of cold, that in,tp-ud of 'mellin,s; 

under an equinoctial sun in the lightest. . c1oathing, as 

our gentlemen expected, they were glad to resume their 

woolens. 

The albic()re~ which had accompanied tiS in vast shoals to 

the edge of sountiin.!!;s, and were laken in such numhers, 

that besides being (,OIlSlllllCd fresh to satiety, the crl.;\\'s of 

both ycsscls pickled and !jalted se\'eral barrels, IlOW cntir.ely 

disappc.m;(l , ;lnd with them the ~ea hirds j the wbile {'olour 

of the water chan cred to the oceanic hlue hefore we strllck 
'" 

sot1nding~ , (he IJlarinc animals much dccrcnscd, and the sea 

lost a great purtion of its lullliuosily. 

j-'rolll the :;<1 to tile 8th \rc were plagucd with light airs, 

ycerin.!{ toward~ midllight to the west as far as S. ·'V., and 

havillg it)!" au llOur 01" (wo sutticient strength to send the 

... hip t.wo or tl.lrcc miles an flolJr, tilen again dying away to 

Jight air!-:, wili<.:h in the morning veered to south and S.S.E. ; 

these variations being the only signs of the mutual fe-action 

of the land and sea on the atmosphere; and indeed we ex

perienced ~jJ!ljlar variations morning and evening since 

making IJriuce'~ island. 

The natllre of this part of the coast is doubtless the cause 

of the want of more marked alternate bree"cs from the land' 
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and sea: here the land is very low, anu entirely overgrown 

with ,,"'00<1, which causes the alrnosplwrc over it to preserve 

nearly an equal temperature day an(l night ~ this temperature 

by rea.son of the great tvaporation from tile wood (which, 

as I before ohscf\.'cd, saturates thc atlllo~phere with moisture), 
• 

seems even for the ~reater part of the 24 hours somewhat less 

than thatofUlcsca; ami hence t1lcligllt hreezes t.hat hlow from 

the land , or hctwecn south and S. E. f()f 18 hOHrs of the 24, or 

from six o'dock in the morning uHtil mirlnight, when the 

evaporation having ceased fiJr some hours over the land, the 

temperature becomes a little higher than that of the sea, and 

produces it siJort and weak breeze' frolll the latter. 

The general range or the thermometer while in with the 

land liaS ato A.1\1. 71".; at ~1'. M . 7:3".; at!)P.M. 70'.; 

the temperature of tlle sea at 2 P. 1\1. i ~o. The hygrometer 

varied durjng the day ti'mIl :j" 10 J:)O. 

The dredge was put o\'l; r board, and hro4ght up two or 

three spedes of ,-chilli, SOllie small caneJ'i, bits of coral, &c. 

\Vhile in soundings no fish were seen, nor any birds except 

all occasional solitary tropic bir<l or pair of boobies. 

Thc longitude of the coast in the latitude of 2° 10' S. our 

chronometers make 9' 40', and b.\, 0 and II 9° 51'. The 

bank of soundings stretches' off about 10 leagues from the 

land, deepening regularly as follows. 
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Fathoms. 

Ahaut 9 miles off shore, 16, oozy sand, 
18 ditto, so, brown saad. 
24 ditto, 47 , ditto and brokel' shells. 

28 

30 

ditto, 67, ditto. 
ditto, no bottom at 1~0, 

Although we took every advantage of the variations 

of the wind, to stand ofI' and in shore, the l,ightness of 

the breezes, and a daily current of fifteen miles to the 

north and N. N. E. permitting liS barely to hold ollr 

ground, I determined again to stand off out of sOll ndings, 

in the hope of losing the current and getting fresher brecZ'es. 

III both respects I was, h(l\\'c,,'cr, disappoilltetl; If)f though 

the current became more westerly as we wen t otr shore, iUs 

"cJoeity encreased at the same time to SO and 40 miles a day, 

The winds still remaining vcry light in the morning from 

S. S. E., and from S, S, tv. ill the evening, while the trans

port heing extremely leewardJy, and both she and the Congo 

sHiiinO' vcr}' ba(H)' ill li[!'ht , .... iuns, our pf{wress was slower 
~ "" ~ 

than c"cr, J II thi, cboice or diflicultics I again ,tood in for 

the klOd, hoping, that as we were now past the low land to 

thc north of Loango, we should meet more regular Jand and 

sea breezes. We ill consequence made theland on the 18th 

in .S" 24'; thus having ,gained but 75 miles southing in 

.I5 days, by working out of soundings. 
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In this most tedious fOl'tni l'l'ht we {(wnd little to amuse LI S : 
'" 

birds and fishes seemed to hare forsake n this regioll; 

a sing le swaUow or martin being the only one of the former 

seen ; the to\"ing Het, however, again afforded us abundance 

of marine animals, amongst whidl were many of the paper 

nautilus (Al'gouaula <'mlcata) , with the li vi ng animals, Wllich, 

ill contradiction to the opinion of the French naturalists, 

proved to be perfec t Octopi. * 'Vllcn f(Hty leag ues from the 

laud, several floating patches of reeds and trees passed liS, 

J)l'oring, if OUf chronometers had not shewn ii, the existence 

of a strong western curren t. The day we made the' land a 

dea(! albatross ( V iulliedea i'.mll/lIS) , was pi cked up f1 oa ti~l g in 

a putriJ state: which seellls to shew thal tllcse birds wUlldcr 

farth er toward s the equatorthall js generally supposed. The 

same day it whale(apparcntly a spccirs of (lie J>!Jy~cta, h:wing 

large hUlllps behind the hack fill ). slruck our rudder with his 

tail in rising, and one of tllese fi sh rose direcdy under the 

Congo; and, according to the expression of those on boaru 

her, lifted her allllost alit of the waleI'. These ,,"illlals 

indeed were now extremely numerous. 

This day a vessel was seCh for the first time since leaving 

1'orto 1'raya; from lIer warlike appearance an·d superior 

' L'animal .qui (orme ccttc coquille or pellt i lrc un poulpc L:t Marc, Ani_ 

mliUl sans V('rt~bres, p. 99. 
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sailing. SJIC was at fir ... ! supposed to be a ship of war; 

hilt 011 approaching liS she hoist.ed English lI)cn:hunt colours, 

and keeping haH~glln :;hot to willdward, We were unable ttl 

speak her; nor did ~hc seem to have any desire to COlll

municate with us. This circumstance, to(Tclher with 
.~ 

her apparent foree and preparation for defence, having IH 

gun~ rUIl out of her between-deck port s, with the tompions 

out, left little doubt of her heing employed ,in a forced and 

illicit slave trade. Her anchor a-cock-hill, and her tackin~ 

'\i'ith the variatiolJs of' the wind, prun'd her to hi; working 

aJoil iT shore to llIe ,"ioull!. 
.~ 

TJIC land and sea hrccze~ , tlu)lIgh now more regular ,as to 

time, (the fill'llier se tting in ahouL f('lul' in the morniug 

from N. E. to S.E., and the latter li'om two to f(Hlr in the 

c\Tning: fronl S. \". ) we're so l~lillt and of so short duration, 

that neither atfol'dc(l us a run of morc than tcn miles, while 

thc current setting onc IIlile an hOHr to lhe north, we rc~ 

maint~d in sight of~fa'yumlJa h<.l)' until the 24th, anchoring 

whenen..:r we f<Hlud we lost groulld. 

The lalld 10 Iht north of tl,is hay presents an undulating 

line, Cape :\JayullIlJa hcing the highest point, and forming 

a little hunllllu·,k. }'oillt l\latooly, the south ruint of the 

bay, .<."Iso forming a hummock, descending gradualJy to the 

,;outlt into a line of low even land. The Light of the bay 
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is also low land, with a saddle hillock ill the centre of the • • 
back gl'Ound. The whole of this land is covered with wood, 

but is proved to be inhabited by the ~lUmerous fires seen 

on the shore, and which were probably illtended as signals 

for us to land~ 

We now, whiJeat. anchor on a sandy bottom, took a 

good . number of fish of the Sparlls genus, named by the 

seamen sea-brearil, and ljght~horscmell, the latter, from a 

reddish protuberance on the back of the head (fancifully

thought to resemble a helmet); they were taken with the 

hook c1osetolheground, and baited with fresh pork orthei. 

own livers; the largest weighed 18Ibs., and though rather 

dry and insipid, were infinitely prefcrable to the albicore 

and bonito with which we had been surfeited in the gulf of 

Guinea. Sea birds had also entire! y disappeared, with the 

exception of an occasional tropic bird, ancl a few of MotILer 

Ca"ey's chickens (storm petterel). Numbers of insects of 

the genus TipuZa were taken from the surface of the sea. 

The w!'ltther, though nolV much less damp than when we 
-made the land to the north, was still very hazy, and the 

cold "ven encreased, the thermometer in the day never 

risi!lg above 73°, and falling in the night to 67°. As the 

moon approached the full, the current diminished, aod on 

the 24th a more favourable sea breeze than we had hitherto 
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experienced, carried us along shore until the evening, when 

we anchored in ten fathoms. The land south of l\fayurnha 

to 30 50', has an agr~eahlc appearance, rising in a serjc~ 

of three or four gentle ch~\'ations from the sea inland, the 
;-

farthest and .hi"hest not deserdn" the nallle of hill; the . ~ v 

whole covered with wood, except in some spots which 

were bare of woou, and resembled spotit of burnt-up grass. 

A sandy beach margins the sea, which breaks in a surf 

that must prevent the access of an European' boat, ulIless 

some of the many projecting points gin~ shelter to cuYCS 

where a landing may be efiectcd. The soundings arc here 

,'cry regular~ a1tering about a fhthom in a mile, and the depth 

at six miles ofl' shore ten thtllOIDS. The bottom is extremely 

various, but sand predominates, .,fown, blnck, white, wit~ 

sometimes quartz pehhles, small lumps of yellow ochre, bits 

of corals, alld fragments of sl1ell5 of the cockle and ,"enus 

genera. 

~ever did lover wait more anxiously for the hour of as

signation witll his mistress, than we now d it! for that of the 

uSlIal setting in of the sea breeze, en which alone we found 

we must depend to fi';lish this eternal passage, for the land 

winds were so famt as'uot to render us the smallest service, 

and the currents the day after new moon returned with ell

en;"sed velocity; 



C,\PTAl~, TUCKEY'S NARHATIVE. 09 

On the 28th wc had rcach~d tbe latitude of 4' :30', awl 

Sound tbe land wc passed trom 3' 50', more picturesque than 

to the north; the varict,v of elevations being here greater,and 

the clear spaces more numerous; these we were however 

1I0W led to think thc signs of barrellncss rather than of fer

tility, baving, wben viewed near, the appearan~e of tracts of 

naked reddish clay. 

'V c were now opposite to Loango bay, the reel hi11.~ on the 

north side of wl/ieh (forllled by clay of the appearance above 

mentioned) we ancbored off, in lfi fathoms mud, at about 8 

miles di.,tance. The l\ext afternoon, when the sea breeze set 

iu, we weighcd; but itagain dying away, we fOlNld ourselvcs 

carried towards the land by the current, and again let 

go tbe anchor in 12 t"thoms; bllt before the ship brollght 

lip wc '.rere in 8 fathoms Gn a reef 0[' l'or,ks, O\"Cl' which the 

current ran to tbe N.N.E. two miles an hOllr. The sonth 

point of the bay (Indian Point) hearing S. E. The sea 

breeze freshening, we cut our cable, and lcm-jog the stream 

anchor behind us, made sail and deepened gradtwUy over 

the rocky bottom until in 12 filthoms, when it again became 

soft and mud. 

This reef is in abollt latitude 4' SO' (an ohserl'ation 

at.nOQll possihly erring 2 or 3 mile., the horizon being bad), 

and it lays ,eyen miles off shore; towards which latter 
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we sounded for three cables lengths, and found 7," fathoms, 

nor.is it probable that there is llIuch Jess until near the shore, 

between which and the ship Illany whales were seen sporting, 

and they doubtless would not go into very shoal water. 

The position of Loango bay is most erroneously laid down 

in the latest charts, the latitude of Indian Point being 4'S7' 

(we were in 4· 39' at noon of the 29th, by good observation, 

when the pitch of the point bore E. t S. true bearing). 

The description of the land however in Laurie and Whittle's 

chart is suffidently exact, anti particularly so with re

spect to .Indian Point, which strongly rc,.mblcs the Bill 

of Portland , but of a ,~reater length. The north side 

of the bay is formed by reddish land of moderate eie",,

tion, with !'a,·ine. or fissures resembling chalky cliffs dis

coloured by the weather. These high ·Iands descend gra

dually to the low land at the bottom of the bay; Indian 

Point also falls gradually towards the south into Jow land , 

entirely covered with wood. Here the water was tirst ob

served to have a deep red tinge as if mixed with blood, but 

on beillg examined in a glass was found perfectly colourless; 

the bottom however seems to aoeount for this appearance, 

being a soft mud composed of a reddish cla'y without . 
the smallest mixture of sand, and so smooth that it might be 

laid on as paint. The only fish taken since we have been 
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in muddy ground were two toad fish (Diodon) and several 

eels, one of which measured in length 4 leet 10 inches and 

in circumference 7 inches. 

On the 30th June we anchored in the evenmg off Ma-
• 

lemba point, in 15 fathoms, and on the morning of the 1st, 

were surprised by a visit from the Mafook or kipg's 

merchant of Mulemba, accompanied by several other negro 

gentlemen, and a large cOI·tege of attendants in all Euro

pean built !'JUr-oared boat and two canoes, one of which 

latter preceded the boat to announce the great man, and 

the officer in her introduced himself by letting us know, 

that" he was a gentleman, and his name was Tom Liver

pool." The first question put by the Mafook on his 

commg on hoard w;:ts " if we wanted slaves;" nor cou1d we 

for a long time convince him in the negative, observing 

that we were only merchant ships, and particularly f!'Om 

our numerous boats. Having at last made him understand 

the motives of the expedition, and informed him that no 

nation but the Portuguese were now permitted.to trade in 

,laves; he very liberally began to abuse (he sovereigns of 

Europe, telling us that he was over-fun with captives, whom 

he 'would sell at half their value, adding, tltat the only 

vessel thaC had visited Malernba fodive years was a French 

ship about a year before this time; and according to him, 
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the Portuguese gore-rnment had prohihited theil' suhjecL' 

Irolll trafficking in slaves to the north of Cabenda, where 

there were now nine yessels hearing their colours, anti one 

Spaniard. The Mafook however acknowledged that they 
• 

sometimes sent their bOllts from Cabenda to Malcrnha to 

prOGUfC stares, and indeed we sawall European boat 

sailing between the two ports. ~'rom the description uf 

the rcsscl boisting Spanish colout's at Cabcnda, there could 

he no doubt ofhcr being the ship we passeu on tlte 18th. 

The l\faf<lOk finding we did not ¥t-ant slares, on~rctl to 

~upply us with fre~h prorisiolls; and as I knew ,vo should, . 

as usual, be obliged to anchor in the evening Hot f~ll' frolll 

our present slation, ] accepted his offer of sending his boats . 
UI) ~horc ft.)r that purpose, he himself desiring to remain on 

board for tile night with eight of his ofiicers, doubtless in 

the expectmion of hayillg a glorious dose of brandy, which 

in facl they swilled until tl",y could lIO longer stand. 

The drcs!Sc :; of lhese gentry ·were a singular mccney of 

European and naliYe ('(,stU[lle; the l\1afook had on a red 

superfine dUlh waistcoat; his secretary, an English ge. 

I",.-al's uniforlll coat on his ulherwise naked body; a third 

a red cloak "dged with guld lace like a parish beadle's, &c. 

&". The nati"e portion of the dress consisted of a piece of 

decked or uther cvtlon cloth folded round the waist, and 
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u little apron of the skin of some animal, which is a. mark 

of gentility, and as such is Hot permitted to be worn hy 

menial attendants. A striped worsted cap, or else onG of 

their own manufacture and of very curious workumnship, 

on the head, completed the useful part of their dress. Their 
• 

ornaments consisted of rings of iron and copper on t!lC 

alleles and wrists, welded Oil so as not tu be taken ofl': 

and many of the copper ones having rai5ed figures tol erably 

executed . . This metal we understood ""as abundant. in 

their country. Besides nec.klaces of bcad<;, the general 

neck orllament was circles 01' rings of the bristles of the 

elephant's tail, called by them 1Il0rfil, and which seemed 

10 be multiplie(1 in proportion to the puppyislll of the 

wC~lfer, the graver 01' middle aged men having but one 

or two, while some of the young ones had Sf) man)" that 

they could with diiliculty move the he,,,!, amI reminded 

liS of our Bond-street bloods with their chins hid in all 

enormous cravat. 

All were loaded with fetiches of the most heterogeneous 

kinds; bits of shells, horns, stolles, wood, rags, &c. &c.; 

but the most .. prized seemed to be a monkey's bone, to 

which they paid the same worship that a good catholic 

would do to the os sacrum of his patron saint. The master 

fetiche of the Mafook was a piece of most indecent ;cull'-
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ture representing two men, surrounded by the tips of goat's 

horns, shells, and other rubbish, arid slung O,",!T the shoulder 

with a belt of the skin of a snake. The features of 'these 

sculptured figures, instead of being Negro; as might be 

expected, were entirely Egyptian; the nose aquilinc and 
• the forehead high. The canoes are of a single tree; each · 

had five men, who worked thcm with long paddles standing 

up. At night our visitors were satisfied with a sail in the 

'tween-decks, where they all huddled together, and from 

which they started at daylight to light their pipes and 

resume their dcYOtlons to the br<mdy bottle . 

. As I had expected, we were obliged to anchor, by the 

failure of the sea breeze opposite to c" benda, from whence, 

in the forenoon, a boat came off with another cargo of lten

tlemm; but, as I had been quite sufficicntly plagued by my 

Malemba guests, 1 excused myself from not being able to 

receive them on board; the sea breeze being about to set 

in, and as there was no appearance of the Malemba boat 

bringing off the stock , I, much against their inclination, 

sent off my visito," in this boat. 

The information we picked up respecting the coast from 

Loango Bay to the mouth of the Zaire, proved, as we 

expected, that it is very erroneously laid down in the ,¥ost 

recent charts. The only river between Indian Point and 
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Cabenda is the Loango-Lollisc, and is that marked )fi the 

charts by the name of Ki{( .'onp,·o, being by our observations 

when at anchdr nearly opposite to it, 5° 17 /. Its opening is 

between two high lands, and appears to be wide and clear. 

The country is divided into petty sovereignties, tributary 

to the king of Loango; the northernmost of these states, 

after passing Laongo bay, is named Boal, to which suc

ceeds Makongo, of which Malemba is the port; then that 

of N'Goy, whose port is Cilbenda, and which extends 

along the north side of the entrance of the river Congo. 

The king of Makongo, or Malcmba, resides inland at a town 

named Chillgel(, (e\·idcntly the Kinhcle of the charts,) but 

which is not situated on a river. From our visitors I pro

cUff,:d a vocabulary of their language; the), all speaking 

English to he perfectly understood, and several of thelll 

}'rench still more correctly. 

While at anchor this day, I sent two boats in shore to 

look for the bank of Bele, said hy Grand 1',.(. to be situated 

south-west of Malemba, and which, according to him, 

shoals suddenly from seven fathoms. The boats, however, 

could not find any bank, IJut on the contrary, the water 

shoaled very regularl'y from where the ship was anchored 

in 15 fathoms to 5 fathoms within about three miles of the 

shore, all soft m,uddy bottom. One of the natives on board 
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assured us that he had been on the bank in question, with 

Mr. Maxwell, and that it lies within a shalt Jistance of the 

shore, and ncarer to Malemba than Cabenda. 

Having weighed with a tolerable sea breeze, we were 

enabled to stand along shore until eight jn the evening, 

when being in 8 fathorns; the anchor '\"as let go, and the 

current was found running N.N.'V. 1i mile an hour; an 

officer being sent in shore to sound, reported that the 

water shoaled very gradually to Ihrcc j"thoms within half 

a mile of the shore, ncar to which is a lcugthened reet: 

with the sea hreaking violently, but which seems t.o sh.clter 

the heaeh withi" it, and thereby affurds landing to boat •. 

The coast from 4· 50' is moderately c1cmted, forming 

reddish gray cliffs, similar to those ncar Loango bay; 

nntil past Cabenda, "hen the coast descends to low land 

covered with wood, (apparently the mangrove) and our 

view this day terminated on t.he Red 1'oint of the charts, 

(Chabaroca point of the natives) which they informed us 

was the entrance of a little ri\'cr. 



CHAPTER III 

P"<:,~"ge up the River to the place where the Congo was Il'ft, and from whence 

they proceeded in the double-boRts. 
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to be guarded in our intercourse 'with them; that, by 

sh'ewing we are prepared to resist aggression, we may. leave 

~o hope of success, or no inducement to commit it: 

" In doing this, it is, however, by no means necessary to 

exhibit marked appearance of suspicion, which would 

probably only serve to induce the hostility it seemed to 

fear; it is, on the contrary, easy to combine the shew of 

being guarded, with marks of the greatest confidence. 

H In the event of the absolute. necessity of repelling 

hostility for self-preservation, it will certuinly be more 

consonant to humanity. and perhaps morc effectual in 

striking terror, that the first guns fired be only loaded with 

small shot. 

" Although we may expect to find the idea of property 

fully known to all the people we shall have intercourse 

with, it is not to be the less expected that they will be 

addicted to theft, the punishment of which in savages has 

been one of the most frequent causes of the unhappy ca·· 

tastrophcs that Imve befallen navigators; it is therefore 

urgehtly advised, not to expose any thing unnecessarily 

to the view of the natives, or to leave any object in their 

way that may tempt their avidity. 

" III the distribution of such presents as may be entrusted 

to those going on shqre, great caution is requisite to 
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asccltain the rank of the persons, to whom they are given, 

and to proportion the value acocordingly, ill: order, as much 

as possible, to prevcnt jcalousies. 

"A great cause of t.he disputes of navigators with UIl

cirilized pcople is in unauthorised freedoms with their 

females; and hence every species of curiosity or familiarity 

with them, which Illay create jealousy jn the men, is to be 

strictly avoided; taking it for granted, that, ill a state of 

society ",-here the favours of tho women are considered as a 

sajeable or transferahle commodity by the men, thc latter 

,viII be the first to offer them. 

" As one of the objects of the expedition is to view, and 

describe manners, it will be highly improper to interrupt, 

in any manner, the ceremonies of the natives, however they 

may shock InuDanity or create disgust; and it is equally 

necessary, in the pursuits of the different Naturalists, to 

avoid offending the superstitions of the natil'es in any of 

their venerated objects. Hence, in inhabited or enclosed 

places appearing to be property, permission should be first 
• 

sought to cut down trees (particularly fruit-bearing ones,) 

which, as well as animals, are often held sacred. When DO 

superstitious motive interferes, a few beads will, probabJ y, 

always purchase tbe required permission,. 

" As it is' probable that the different pursuits of the 
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scientific gentlemen may be as well carricd uU'in company 

as if separated,. it is therefore strongly recommenued to 

thcm to keep together as much as possihle for their mutual 

support aud safety. Should they however think p~oper to 

separate in their excursions, it is to be understood that the 

two or tllree marines, who will alway~ he appointed to ac .. 

company them, are to remain with the gentleman having 

the direction on Jeaving the vessel; and, in order to avoid 

the possibility of any dispute for precedence in this last 

respect, the succession in which the Lords of the Admiralty 

have given me the names of the scientific gentlemen, is to 

he considered as the established rule, viz. Mr. Professor 

Smith, Mr. Tudor, Mr. Cranch; and when it shall be thought 

necessary to send a midshipman or other petty officer to 

command the escort which may accompany the naturalists, 

he is strictly directed to comply with thc wishes of the gen

tleman having the direction of the excursion, as far as his 

ideas of safety will authorise. 

" The health of the pcrsons accompanying the naturalists . . 
in their excursions will of course be a particular object with 

those gentlemen, hy taking care not to expose them unne

cessarily to the sun ;n the hottest hours of the day, or to the 

rain, if shelter can .be had, and by carrying them as little a. 

possible into swampy' tracts. 
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" It is most particularly enjoined to every person who 

may bean shore to return on board, as soon as possible, on 

seeing the signal for that purpose." 

The scantiness and short duration of the sea breezes and 

the current kept us nearly stationary, until the 5th, when in 

the afternoon a fresh sea breeze sprung up at W. s. W. with 

which we stood to the south, and soon shoaled our water 
• 

from 22 to 13 fathoms, which depth we carried without 

alteration until 8 o'clock, when we deepened to 18 fathoms, 

and Ihe next. cast had no ground with 150 fathoms of line; 

whence it was evident. we were in the deep channel of the 

river Congo or Zaire, and thus had overshot my intention, 

which was, in consequence of the expec.\.ed yelocity of tbe 
• stream, to anchor on the edge orlhe bank, and take tbe next 

sea breeze to cross it. 'We bad now howeyer no alternative . 
but to stand on, and the breeze lasting for near an hour, 

carried us across Lhe fathomless channel, and we struck 

soundings in 23 fathoms on tbis side, as suddenly as we had 

lost them on the other; tbe wind at tbe same time failing, 

we ancbored in that depth, and found no current whatever; 

indeed in tbe deep channel of the river it must ba,~ heen 

insignificant, in comparison with what we bad been led to 

c>:pect, certainly not above two. miles an hour. 
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At daylight 0(, the 6th we found Cape Padron bearing 

S, h. E. ~ E., and Shark Point S. E. ~ S.; tile latitude at 

noon in the same situation being Ii' 5'. At noon weighed 

with a pretty fresh sea brceze, amI ran in for the land 

bdwcen the above points, until within half n mile of the 

shore, when we had 20 fathoms water. We then bore up 

towards Shark ))oint, and immediately lost soundings, nor 

did we auain get bottom with the hand Icad unlil it snd-
<> 

{lenly struck the ground ill J fi\thoms; the anchor with the 

('hain cable was immediately let go, but finding the ship did 

not bring up, and 'vas drifting irom the buoy; I concluded 

Ihe chain had snapped, and directed another anchor to be 

let go; but beiore this was done the ship was in :36 j"thoms 

and still drifting; hath the chain and c~hlc were now ,·cered 
• 

away, and she at last urought up; hut fearing she would 

again go adrift, the kedge anchor, b;cked by t~ smaller one, 

was run out. ~rhc Congo sloop, which had let go her anchor 

in4 fathoms, also drove, and fell along side or us, but without 

any other ill consequence than the loss of her anchor and 

cable, ,· ... hich, by some mismanagement, \\:a5 sutfered to r\ln 

out end for end. '''hen the ship had brought upwe found that 

she tailed on a mud bank with but 7 fathoms, while under 

the chains was 14, and under the bows 36. Where we first 

let go the ancbor in 4f fathoms, there was no current what-
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ever, uut at the place to which we had <!rifted it ran 2~. 

miles an hour to the N. N. W.; but it was here also con

siderably affected by a twelve hours tide, being almost still 
• 

water at 5 o'clock in the cveninl)' and (j the next mornin~r. 
~ 0 

On heaving up the chain we found that the anchor had 

broken at the crown. In the forenoon , while lvuiting for 

the sea breeze, the Mafook of Shark Point came on board 

with half a dozen of his myrmidons, and though the must 

ragged, dirty 100king wretch that can he well concci\red, he 

expected as much respect as it prince; first complaining that 

the side ropes were not proper for a person of his quality 

(they were only covered with canvas); then insisting on a 

chair and cushion on the quarter deck; with the latter of 

which being ullable tn comrly, he was satisfied with spread

ing fin ensign over the f()nner. Seating himself at tire Iaf

fareJ, he certainly made a very grotesque appearance, having 

a most tattered pelisse of red vclvet, edged with gold lace, 

on his naked car.case, a green silk umbrella spread over his 

head, though the sun was completely obscured, and his 

.tiek of office headed with silver in the other hand. It 

being our breakfast hour, he notified his desire to be asked 

into the cabin, to partake of our meal; but he smelt so 

offensively, and was moreover so covered with a cutaneous 

disorder, that my politeness gave way to my ~tomaeh, and 
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he was nbliged, though with great sulkiness, to content 

himself on deck. To bring him into good humour, I how

e,'cr sqluted him with one swivel, and gave him a plentiful 
• 

allowance of brandy. He seemed indeed to have no other 

object in coming on hoard than to get a fe\v glasses of this 

liquor, which he relished so wcllthat he staid on hoard all 

night and the five following days. From him we learnt that 

there were three schooners and four pinnaces (all Portu

guese) at Embomma, procuring slal·cs. He also a11irmed 

that the transport could not, at this season, ascend 

than the tall trees, on account of· the little watcr 

channel. 

hj erher 
" 

in the 

At ~ P. M. of the Bth, a fresh sea breeze coming in, we 

weighed , but the moment the ship came abreast of Shark 

I>oint; she was takell by the current and swept right round; 

with difficulty her head was again got the right way, and 

she rounded the point in 4~ fathoms. We then stood on 

S. S. 1':. hy compass, carrying a regular depth of 7 and 8 

fathoms for about 2 miles, when finding her go astern, blow

ing a frc:;h breeze with all the studding sails set, let go the 

anchor in 8 fathoms, and veered .10 fathollls of chain. 

Shark Point. hearing W. h. S. ahout 2 miles. At S o'clock, 

found the ship drh·ing. anel that through the neglect of the 

men '1ttending tbe lead; she was already in 16 fathoms, and 
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the sea breeze heing still fresh, we loosed and set all the sails, 

and Jet go anotiwr anchor, which brought her up. Dltring 

the nig ht the wind remained light. at S, 'Y. , and the ~ hir was 

steered as if under wa)', tholl ,gll rjding taught with all sail 

set. The Congo, wiLho.ut ditii('uit,Y. weill over the current, 

and mig ht have nm up to the Tall trees, had her signal not 

been made tu come to, and she accordintrly anc hored 01'-
~. 

posite Sherwood's Creek. 

At four o'clock this afternoon, a schoon er appeared off 
. 
the poillt, hoisted Spanbh colours. and fired a g un; after 

laying tl) for some time, she hoisted the fO,val colours of 

Spain, fired a shot., which ft.'11 ))( '<IT t.he trallsport, and ran 

in and anchored. A boat was immed iately sCllt from her 

to ask whal we ,yel'e, and on hcing illfo~'med, they made 

some exc use for firing the shot, intend.:d, as Lhey sn id, to 

assure the colours: their. vessel, by their account, wa ::; from 

the Havannah for slaves ; but it was perlectly evident, Irom 

their answers to my questions, that she was illic itl.Y em

ployed in this trade, and prepared to carri it on by force, 

being armed with 12 guns, and full of Illell: this was indeed 

put out of doubt on the return of her boat on board , by her 

"getting u"ndcr way and again running out of the river; 

doubtless frolll apprehension of the sloop of war, which they 

were told was gone up the river, ·This vessel was destined 
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10 take ofr 5~O slaves; her hurthen being: 180 Spanish 

tOilS : 

The sea breeze setting in fresh at ~ P. M . on the 91h, Rnd 

lindiI~g the ship under all sail go ahead of her anchor, we. 

weighed, hut, though the current was running scarcely three 

mile:s iln hour, she at first barely stcrnmed it, and soon went 

astem; deepening the watcr so rapidly, that tindingwe should 

be out of soundings before we could bring up, 1 had no aJ

tcrnati\"c but to rUIl out again and try to anchor under Shark. 

Poillt; hut so little effect had the sails, even when going 

with the ('urrcnt, t.hat she drified hodily on the Moena 

1\10c5a hank, on which I was just about to Jet go the anchor 

ill 7 fathol11s, when the sea breeze uecuming suddenly and 

providcntial1y very strong, we got her to stay, and again 

just fetchcd Shark Point, where the wind again failed, and 

,~'C were driven rounel hy the current, and again obliged to 

~talHl out. TlJc wino howc\'er once more freshening at sun

set, after ilia king a short tack otl', we stretched in, and were 

f~)rtHllatc en(mgh at 7 o'dock to get to an anchor under 

Shark I'Oi,lt in 44- falhoms; an attempt, which J should 

have considc:'ed higLly imprudent had I 1I0t examined the 

hank, and lal<en accurate marks; nor indeed had I any other 

alternative hl,t that of finding myself off Cabenda in the 

mornillg had I kept to ~ea. 
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The three succeeding days, there being either no sea 

breeze, or ollly such as was too weak to attempt any thing 

with our brute of a transport, we were obliged to remain at 

anchor, rolling guunel in, from the ground swell 011 the 

bank; consC?ling ourselves however that, of the three evils 

whioh threatened us, we had escaped the two worst, either 

being obliged to anchor 011 the ~IJazea bank, or heing 

nrivcn by the cUJ'rcul to tlte northward, God knows where. 

Our Shark Point visitors were now succeeded by the 

1\lafook of Market Point and a gCllt/ollfln from Embomma, 

w],o told us he was sent by the G rcal Mafook of that placc 

to accompauj' us lip the river, in order that no nccident 

,hould happen to us; and though I would very gladly have 

lorcgone the pleasure of their company, I could o.ot refuse 

receiving them on board. I huwcv~I' endeavoured to make 

them dearly understand Ihat they were not to expect the 

same attentions on board a King':; , .. flip (1 was sorry to be 

obliged to disgrace the name by applying it. 10 the detestable 

transport,) which they had been used to receive from slave 

t.rarlers; and the uniforms of the officers, and the marines, 

seemed to give them the pr"per feeling of our cOllseqllence, 

Several of the Sonio men who came on board wer~ Chris

tians after 'the Portuguese fashion, having becn converted 

by missionarie; of that nation; and one of thelll was 
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evell 'I',ali lied to lead his fellow negroes into the path of sal

vation, as appeared from a diploma with which he was fur

nishcc!. This man and another of the Christians I",d been 

taught to write their own names and that of Saint Antonio, 

and could also read the Romi,h litany ill Latin.. All these 

conycrts were loaded with crucifixes, and satchels containing. 

the pretended reli cs of saints, certainly of equal efficacy 

with the Illonkey's hOone of their pagan brethren; of this we 

had a convincing proof in each vociferating invocations to 

their respective pa.trons, to send li S a strong wind; neither 

~hc fctiche or Saiut Antonio having condescentlcd to hear 

their prayers. The Christian priest was howc\'er somewhat 

loose in his practical morality, having, as he assured us, one 

wite and five concubines; and added, that St. Peter, in con

fining him to one wife, did not prohibit his solacing himself 

with as many handmaids as he could manage. All our vi

sit<~rs, whether Christ.ians or idolators, had figures raised on 

their skins, in cicatrices, and had . also the two upper front 

teeth fil ed away on the near sides, so as to form a large 

opening, into which they stuck their pipes, and which is so 

pcrfectly adapted to the purpose that I thought it expressly 

">fDlCO fur it; until on enquiry I learned, that, a. well as 

the raised figures on the skin, it- was merley ornamental, 

and principally done with the idea of rendering tbemaelves 
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agreeable to the women, who, it seems, estimate a man's 

h~auty by the wideness of this cavity, ''lhich in some measur

cd near an inch, the whole of thc teeth, alld particularly the 

tWO front ones, being enormously hroad, and very white. ", ' 

Our Sonio visitors were almost without exception sulky 

looking vagabonds, dirty, swarming with lice, and scaled 

over with the itch, all strong symptoms of their having bc;,:~ n 

ci"ilized by the Portuguese, and in their appearallee a.id 

manners forming a striking contrast, not unimportant to the 

~tudy of national manners, to our Malemba guests, who 

were chearful, clean, drest even to foppishness , and cho'lued 

their g lasses with us; in short, quile gentlemen a.ta P'l'llJl.r;aise, 

the nation with which they have had most interconrse . 

Some canoes brought on board a few pigs, goats, fowls and 

cg,gs. for sale, hut the prices they asked n'ere so exorhitant, 

that for fear of spoiling the market up the river, by their rc

ports of our facility, I confined myself to the purchase of a 

lew fowls and eggs. The value Lhey here set on our differ

ent articles for barter was by no means in the proportion of 
• 

their respective English prices; for an empty bottle, 

a looking-glass, or knife, im oiced at 3d, we got a full grown 

fowl, while for a bunch of bearls that cost Zs. lOd. they 

offered but two; Ilnd for 1\ smull goat, they wanted tour 

fathoms of blue ball. We bowever purchased I(ll" a mere 
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trifle, a fresh water turtle weighing 4OIb., which, when drest, 

we found equal the grecn turtle. 

The method of closing a bargain, and glnng a receipt. 

is by the buyer and seller breaking a blade of grass or a 

leaf between them, and unti l this ceremony is performed, 

no bargain is legally concluded, though the parties may have 

posses.ion of each other's goods; this we only learue,l b.y 

experience, for having bought, and, as we thought, paid for 

a couple of fowls, they were imlllediately slaughtered for 

dinner, but the owner taking advantage of the omission of 

the ceremony, pretended that he had not concluded the 

bargain, and insisted on anuther glass, which we were 

obliged to give him, but profited by the !esson. 

During our forced detention at Shark pvint, the Naturalists 

made some excursions on shure, ano were gratified in their 

respective pursuits, particularly D~. Smith, who procured 

rmUl) illteresting plallls. Mr. Craneh shut some birds, 

amongst which were an eagle, an anhillga, several varieties 

of the king fisher, a toukan, and many smail birds. Near 

the shure, these gentlemen saw, dose to a place whe;e had 

been a fire,. human skulls alld other human bones. Ob

serving the natives take cOllsideraule nUlllbers of fish with 

nets, we sent two hoats to haul the seine at day-light of 

the 11th. On the outside of the point they were entirely 
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unsuccessful, not taking a singlc fi sh, but on the inside, III 

one haul, thirty large fish were taken, some weighing 60lbs ; 

these were all of one kind, of the Spar" .. genus, and named 

Vela by the natives. They were found to be excellent in 

taste and firmness, much resembling the . cod. The only 

other species taken were a single large cat fish (LophimJ 

and a few small mullets. 

July 12. J now determined to lose no more time in the at

tempt to get the transport lip the river, but to extricate my

self from this exquisitely tantalizing situation by the imme

diate transhipment of the provisions and stores to the 

Congo; for which purpose the double boats, and all the 

ship's boats were hoisted out, on the evening of the 12th, 
• and the double boats being put together and rigged, the 

whole were next morning loaded; when therefore the sea 

breeze set in at two o'clock in the afternoon, I took my leave 

of the transport, with the Naturalists, leaving the master and 

purser to see her discharged, or get her up the river if an 

opportunity offered. I had now the satisfaction to find the 

double boats answer my best expectations in their fitness 

for this service; for though the breeze was very light, and 

the current running round Shark point three miles an hour, 

they without difficu~ty doubled this, to liS more redoubtable 

promontory than that of Good Hope to our early navigators, 
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lind in two houf> and a half we reached the Congo sloop, 

laying about ten miles frOlll t.he point. 

The berth she oecupiell I found was about half a mile 

Ii'om the south shore, ncal'iy opposite Sherwood's creek, 

(Fuma of the natives). The CIllTent here at its maximum ran 

3-i- miles an hour, but was subject to ycry great irregularities, 

apparently from the combined effects of a regular tide, and 

of eddies formed by the points of land or banks. These 

effects were frequently so great as to entirely overCOIllf': the 

stream, and create perfect slack water of n1rious oUl'ation 

from half an hour to five minutes. The rise and fall of 

tide by the shore, as marked on the roots of the mangrove, 

was 2~ feel. The water thus high is too hrackish for usc, 

and though pel'fectly colourless in a glass, has thc·samc red 

appearance as we reutarked off Cabenua, 

Hitherto tbe river has presented no appearance to inspire 

the idea of magnitude cqual to that of a river of' the 

first c1ass; unless we were indeed to consider the estuary 

formed between the Sonio and Mocnn Mazea shore, as 

the absolute embouchure of the river, than which certHinly 

nothing would be more erroneous; the true mouth of the 

river being at Fathomless Point, where it is not three miles in 

breadth; and allowing the mean deptl1 to be 40 fathoms, 

and the mean velocity of the stream 4.!. miles an bour it . " 
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will he erident that the calculated ,'ohlllle of water carried 

to the sea has been greatly exaggerated. 

The'pelJinsula of Cape Padron and Shark Point, which 

forms the south side o( the estuary, has been evidently 

fonned by the combined depositions of the sea and ri,'cr, 

the external or sea shore heing composed of quarlzy sand, 

forming a steep beach; the internal or river side, a deposit 

of lllud o\'crgrown with tlte nrangro\,c; und both sides of 

the river towards its mouth is of similar formation, inter

sected by Jlumerous creeks, (apparently forming islands) 

in which the waler is perfectly torpid. This mangrove or 

alluvial tract appears to extend on both shores about 

~even or eigllt miles inland, where the elevated and pri

milive soil t.hCII occur,, : and the outline of which is frequently 

caught £i'om the rirer, through vistas furmerl by setting lire 

to the mangrove, or (wer the creeks. This mangrove tract 

is entirely impenetrable, the trees growing in the water, 

with the cxception of a few spots of sandy beach. Small 

islands have in tlJallY places been fOl'lTIed by the current, 

and doubtless in the rainy season, when the stream is at its 

maximum, these islands may be enlirely separated from 

the banks, and the entwined roots keeping the trees toge

ther, they will float down the river, and merit the nalTle 

of floating islands, At this season however, they arc 
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reduced to occasional patches of a few yards of brush 

wood, or reeds, which, gliding gently down the stream, 

conve'y the idea of repose rather than the ru.h of a might)' 

flver. 

Lilltenant Hawke'y proceeded up the creek opposite to 

which the Congo was anchored, and describes it " as di

viding into two branches, one having a direction E. by S. 

and the other W. by N., .hc former of which he fol

lowed, and found it extremely torluous; after passIng 

twenty reaches in directions almost opposjtc, . llc reached 

the primitive land, composed here of sandy precipitous 

cliffs; the soil in ~ome spots bare, in ot,hers covered with 

wood, particularly with the Adansonia or boabab. Here 

we met with the excrement of elephants, I.vgers, and olher 

animals both herbivorous and carnivorous ; the skeleton of 

the head of a wild hog was picked up, and an antelope was 

seen! on the sandy beach close to a pond of stagnant fresh 

water were many birds, where the river turtle had deposited 

their eggs.>' 

Many canoes visited the Congo, with pigs, goats, fowls, 

and eggs for sale, but being almost as exorbitant in their 

demands as at Shark 'Point, we did little business; some 

trading canoes with 10 to 20 men in eaeh, going up and 

down the river, also stopped along side to satisfy their 
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curiosity. Their general cargoes were salt, ant! palm nuts, 

from the latter of which they extract oil. The salt is pro

cured from the north shore, in the district of Roolam bem ba, 

ncar Fathomless Point. In one of these canoes were also 

an elephant's tooth and a boy tor sale. 

}i'rom the natives who were on board we learnt that tile 

King ofSonio resides at Danza Souio, on a fi-esh water river, 

the entrance of which is the creek marked in J\Iaxwel\'s chart 

" Raphael', cre"k," and that" boat would be twelve hour, 

aseelltiing to the town , though the current is trifling. 'Ve 

also now learnt how the human bones came in the place 

where Lhey were seen by t.he Naturalists ncarShark Point. 

and which, without an explanation, might have lecJ to the 

supposed cannihalism of the natives; we were ho\vcn;'r 

assured lliat they were the remains of criminals, who had 

suffi"ed ti.r t.he crime of poisoning, this spot being th~ pJae~ 

of execution of a certain di!lotrict. 'Vhen a common lIlall is 

convicted of this crime, his head is first severed, and hi~ 

body then burnt; but the punishment of a culprit of su

perior nmk is much more barbarous, the members being 

amputated one by one, so as Iv preserve life, and one of cae), 

sent to the principal towns of the kingdom, to be there 

burnt. The trial is allVays by a kintl of ordeal. 

This alternoon the transport weighM with the sea 




