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hrrc?c, hut heing jlS unmanageable [IS ever, she ran on 

Shark Point; where she lay half an hour, when the tielc 

flowing, she ,,,-cnt oft· wiLhout the smallest ~a:nagc, and by 

the greatexcrtlon of the master of the Congo, was brought 

to all anchor two miles within the point. 

"~e had now visitors arriving hourly, all of whom pre. 

tended that they were sent bv the Mafook of Embolllma, 
. 

to see the ycssels safe lip the river. and each of these gen-

tlemen assured llS that all the others were jlUpo~tors, and 

onl.,· came on board to get brandy, so that I had a elitlieult 

task to keep clear of otfcl1cling them, and at the same time 

Hyoid imposition. I however succeeded in getting rid of 

them all, hy telling them that. they should remain on board 

until we reached the town, when the Mafook would decide 

who were {md who wcrp. not impostors, and doubtless would 

punish the laUer. I'rom them we learnt that an e'press had 

been sent from Cabcn<ia to notify our approach, and that 

on this intc\ligellcc all the Portuguese vessels at Embomma, 

had precipitately left it, alld '1uitted t.he river, passing us 

no cloubt. in the night. I Iwd however expressly dedared 

to the Malcmba and Cuhenda people who visited us, that 
• 

J should not in any manner interfere with the slave traders, 

of whate\'er nation they might be. 

The transhipping the stores and pro\'isions being finished 
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on the 18th, the double boats were loaded and every thing 

ready to proceed up the river, but there being only a very 

faint sea. breeze this day , we were ohliged to cO lltinne at 

anchor. The M.afook Sina, 01' chief king's merchant of 

Embommn, came on board this Jllorning, but as I had been 

frequelltly deceived by gentlemen Mafooks, J received him 

so cavalierly that he quitted tIle Congo, and went on board 

the transport, when: hi~ qualil y being ackuowleilgcd ~y 

several natives then on hoard ~ Ill~ selll hack his jnterpreter 

and head man to mc, alit! 011 iilldin,!:'!' tllClt JJC was really the 

persoll he pretended to he, j desired t111': transport to 

salute him with four guns, which made up for m'y first bad 

reception, and he \·jsitcd me in the afternoon, brjnging with 

11im it retinue of twenty ra scals, all of whom lie c\pectcd 

to he gorged with brandy; and :) !:; J kllew he had grea t. in

fluence at Embomma I cndc:~"ourcd to grati(y cven his im

moderate wish, and lent him the Congo's jolly hoat to return 

to Embomma, and my own boat cloak to keep him warm. 

The 19th, there being no·sea breezc, we continued at the 

s~me anchorage, but the next d~ were morc lortunate , anti 

succeeded in .~ett.ing the Congo up abreast of Halcyon 

island (Zoonga Campendi). The banks of the rirer, along 

which we passed sometimes within a stone's throw, arc en

tIrely covered with mangro"e, intersec ted by creeks, t~e first 

N 
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of which of any consideration after passing }'uma, is J\:anga

"emba, (Alligator's pond of Maxwell), which seems to be a 

large ex panse of water, but accurding to the natives, goes hut 

a little way inland. The next considerable creek is that 

whose entrance cOlltai ns the three islands ca lled b'y Maxwell, 

Bonnet, Knox, and Halcyon; the fir~ havjng its name from 

a clump of trees, ano is ca lled by the natives Zoonga, 

Casaquoisa; Knox's island the natives describe as a penin

sula. The eastern part of the entrance of this creek forllls 

an excellent little haven, where tIte Congo was n(\w ao

chored, entirely out of the strearn of the river in five fathollls. 

This inlet., the natives :my, goes up to the town of Loocansey, 

the distance from the mouth beillg ahout three hours rowing 

of a boat . 

.T uly 21. This morning we sent a part'y to haul the seine on 

one of the bank~ \vhich lie close to Knox's island, and took 

great abundance of fj !jll of four spccie~ ; one heing a ,,~'pal'l(s 

of a large size, a mullet a (.Sm'muletu:;), awl an old wife 

(Bal/istes). A brig under Spanish colours, with 12 guns and 

50 men, cleared out from the JJa\'annah, arrived this day ill 

the river for slaves; her nominal mate, but realcaptain (named 

Sherwood) and a number of their crew being English and 

lri 'h, thc..ugh pretended Americans, left no doubt of her 

being.either English or American propert'y. 
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'fI,a precariousness of the sea bree,"cs hy which alone we 

could get the Congo up the river, and the necessity of my 

losing no time in endeavouring to arrange matters at Em

homma, made me determine on proceeding thither in the 

sloop's double-bo"t; and J "ccordingly 'Iuilted the Congo 

with the Naturalists (except Mr. Cranch, who preferred the 

ar(:omlllodations afforded by the Congo), at 4 o'clock in 

the evening, keeping within hoat's length of the shore; we 

found llO currellt until n~aching the point named Scotsman's 

Head, where it fan 3~ miles an hour; and the breeze being 

vtT.Y weak, we harely stemmed it. In the hope of meeting 

a counter current on the opposite shore, J now crossed the 

stream, an~ it being dark when we reached it, I anchored 

on ont: of lht": .hanks in six feet, entirely out of the current. 

This evcnillg's sail alon,a: the iJank~ was particularly agree

able, the lofty mangroves overhanging the llont., and a 

variety of palm. trees vibrating ill the urccze; illllllcnsc 

flocks of parrots alone broke the silence of the woods with 

their chattering, towards sun-set: and we learnt that those 

birds make a daily journey across the river, quitting the 

northern bank in the morning to feed in the Indian corn 

plantations 011 the south side, and returning in the evening. 

July 22. The shoals and low islands near which we an

chored are composed of a border of sand and clay, with a 
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muddy swamp in the middle, the islands being covered with 

reedy grass. .By the natives they urc named .~{onpanga, 

or louk-out. They were covered with fishing eagles, terns, 

""hitc herons, and other beach bii'd s, of which several were 

shot, and Dr. Smith collected no lewer thall thirty new 

species of plants. Our bearings at anchor were, west end 

of Tall Tree island nearly shllt in ,,·ith the north shore, west, 

and the entrance of Maxwell's river, N. E. 

At noon we hau a light brc(!7.c from 'V. S. 'V.; weighed 

and Tall alollg t.he edge of the shoals in one and two f~ltholll s ; 

at four, a fresh breeze; and being past the low reedy 

islands and shoals, we fall alonocr the bank uf the ll1un(rrove 
'" 

land, nearly touching the trees in :3 or 4 I:,thollls until 7 

o'clock, when tile darkll(,!;s obliged us to ullchu[' iu 2 fathoms. 

July ~3. At day light, we !ound that we hall anchored 

within 20 yards of a dry shoal; beillg al~u close to the 

iSh-lOLl Hamed Draper's island hy Maxwell, and Zoonga 

Kampenzey or Monkey island by the natives; bearings as 

enl ered in yesterday's journal (by mistake). The land, for 

about .~$ mi les west of the entrance of l\ laxwcll's river, is 

thickly con:rcu wnll palms intermixed with the m:mgrove, 

auel other trees; and here a great quantity of pall-n wine is 

made lor the Embomma market. Hordes of Negroes came 

down to the bank as we passed, and learning that we had 
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one of their countrymen on board returning Irom slavery, 

they greeted us with cheers, atter their lashion, and clapping. 

of hands. .1 great 'luantity of shell fisll, of the Mya genus, 

are taken out of the mud round Kampenzcy island hy the 

natives; and the fish, stuck on woodell skewers, as the 

}-'rench do frog's, and half dried, are an object qf traffic; 

their state of half putrefaction being entirely to the taste of 

the Negroes. 

!lavou!" of the 

In a raw state they arc uneatable, huving no 

oyster, though confounded with that fish by 

the EII,~lish who ha\'c visited the river. 

A[ noon, we weighed with a light breeze at S. W., and ran 

along the main hank until opposite the entrance of l\fax

well's river, when, h.v the advice of a .native on board, we 

attempted to pnss between tile two easternmost of Drapcr's 

islands, hut found them joined hy a bank with only 6 feet, 

where deepest; and keeping too dose to the eastern island 

we grounded in 2~ feet, but shoved the boat ofr without 

difficult'y; and b'y sending the gig ahead, passed round the 

-shoals through a very winding channel in 2, 3, and 4 

fathoms; then ran along the south side of Monkey's 

island of the chart (Zoonga Chinganga of the nativcs), and 

the islands east of it, in 6, 7, 8, and 9 lathoms. Here we 

lost the mangrove tract, and the soil becamc a stiff clay, cut 

into perpendicular low cliffs at the margin of the river, 
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cm'f'red with high reedy grass and scattered palm trees. 

'Ve pa:':'icd two NC!!l"o dBagcs, and at 7 anchored 'within it 

Il~W yards of the hank in 8 fathoms. 

July 24. At: daSlight, haying a light brcc7.c at S. \V., we 

weighed and ran along the edge of Slocking island, corn

pn~r.d (as ycsterda y) of reed.v grass and thinly scattered palms: 

at 8. the breeze dying: away, an('hored in a lillie cove in 0 

teeL, dose to the Negro village of Peter Mesougy, where we 

purcha~cd a fi.~\r Ic",.-Is. Here, in searching for something in 

tllC boats' cahin, 1 put m.Y hand on a snake coiled up on a 

bag of c1otllcs; on killillg it with a cutlass, it pro"ed to be 

a water snake, and apparently 1I0t venomous; though the 

lIatives asserted that its bite is mortal. 

At nOOIl, we weighed with a light westerly breey,e, and 

crossed the channel na mert -( J\.J am halla rhTr" (not dis

tinguished hy any other name than "Boat's channel" by 

the natires); the middle of it is filled with dry shoals, the 

channels between which arc rery winding, sO that. we kept 

the gig constantly ahead, and had from 1 to :) {,.thoms 

water untn we gained th(~ slJOrc of Farquhar's island, 

where there is 7 "nd JO lathoms close to the bank. Here 

\Vc saw the first plantation consisting of Inuian corn 

about 2 feel high, and tohacco. In cros~ing the channel, 

a hippopotamus was seen, and, from the shoalness of 
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the water, it must h<J'(c been walking on the bottom, 

the head only appearing above the surface. The na-

lives tell us that the irregularity of soundings which we 

found is caused by the!ooic animals assembling in a spot and 

making holes with tJleir feet. Two womell, an old and a 

young onc, came OIl hoard from one of tll c plantations; hy 

their dress and ornaTllents the), appeared to he of a superior 

class; ] therefore gave them .somc heads alld a glass of 

rUIH, which they s\vaJlowcd a-:, greedily as tile mell; and, ill 

return , the old lady otfered, through our interpreter, to 

lea ve the young one Oil hoard , pOll!, m 'amuscr; a c ivility 

whidl, under existing c ircumstances, 1 thought proper 10 

decline; though the young Jady seel tl cd much chagrilled at 

such <I ll insult. to her charm s. At ;i o'clock the sea breeze 

set in frcsll, and we agaill ('rossEd tile channel: and at 7 

anchortd on the bauk of the cast end of Slockiug is.laud in 

2 fathoms. 

July 25th. At. day-light we observed the l"e liche rock bear · 

ing W. by S ., and thelleacon rock N. B. I visited the Fetichc . 
rock, which is a collection of masses of'tIle olde::ot granite, 

mixed with quartz and mica, funning into the I'i\'cr per

pendicularly, and entirely isolated, the land behind it being 

a plain with reedy grass and some corn plantations. It 

eompletely commands the passage of the river, being 'abolll 
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l~ mile distant from the opposite bank. Some of the 

nati"es on hoard cOllld not be prevailed on to accompany 

me ill the boat, dreading the whirlpools oil" the rock, as 

much as the ancients did Charybdis; a few very insignifi

cant eddies, close to the rock, were however now the only 

signs that some whirlpools may exist in the rainy season, 

and the current, which here ran strollger lhan in any other 

part of the river, did lIOt exeecd 2-;- miles an I,ollr. The 

prospect of the river from the sumlllit of the rock is ex

tensive, but jn no otiJer respect prcpos:-.cssi ng, the hills 

which bound the "jew l)f~ illg naked, cxn:pt a few Adansonia, 

and apparently" of the same formation as the l'etiche rock. 

Just as we rcached the rock, tll"O hippopotami Irere ob

served ahout 100 yards from the shore, with their heads 

ahove the water, snorting in the air; a ball fired at them 

sent them ofl: 

M'Gonza Checla hills, the middle hill N. E. 6 miles. 

The three hills in the fore-ground are those named 

Tunkloo inthc chart of Maxwell, and a is his Fingal'S shield; 

they have tbe same appearance on all bcariugs, and con

sequently arc nothing like the representation in the chart . . 
b Taddy Enzazzi (lightning stone). 
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FelicIte rock south t mile. 

~ ~ .;;.W;;> '~:< • . a a /; ' , ' ~!" l!"!:'~"! I 'I,r:'~'!!!'! ' ! ! " " - '! I I"'~ b 

a a Pillin, and corn plantations. Fdichc rock E. by S. b Breadth of the 

riYer, about H milt'. c Reedy island. 

On the very summit of one of the M'Gonza cheela hjlls, 
named Fingal's shield in the chart of Maxwell, is a very 
singular pyramidal stone, which has all the appearance of 
an artificial building, resembling a watch tower or a light
IIOUSC, but is a natural block of loose granite with another 
perched upon it. It is called by the natives T"ddi enzazzi, 
or the lightning stone, and is held as an object of great 
veneration. It was sketched by Lieutenant Hawkey, and 
appears to rise out of the circular summit of the hill, as under. 

o 
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At S, weighed with a fresh sea bree7.e, and at Q anchored 

opposi1e the ,illal'c of Lombee, where the I"lIb or king's 

merchant rc::; idcs, who ,;as to accompany me to the Chenoo, 

or king of' Embommo. 

Simmons, a black man whom I had received at Deptford 

froni Sir 11. Popham~s flag-ship for a. passage to his country, 

here first met with some of his f'unily. His father and brother 

came on board the :sloop. The transport of joy at the meet

ing was lllurh n~orc strongly expressed by the father than 

by the SOil, whose European ideas, though acquired in the 

school of sl::n'ery, did ll~t seem to ass illlilatc with those of 

Negro s(lciety, and he persisted in wcaring his European 

jacket ancl trm'r"scrs; he howc\'cr went un shore with his 

friend s, and throughout the night the town resounded with 

the !'iouncl of the drum and the songs of n;joicillg. The 

story of this man, which J haa bcfi)fC never thought of en .. 

quiring into, ilnd which ,,,,"as partly related by his thther, 

adds one blut more to the character of .European slave

traders. I1is father, who is called Mongova Seki, a prince of 

the iJlood, and (Oo,uIl sc1 1or to the king of Embomma, entrusted 

him, when eight nf tell years old, to a Liverpool captain of 

the name of --, to be educated (or according to 

hi s expression to learn to make book) in England; but his 

conscientious guarJian founo it Jes~ troublesome to haTe 
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him taugilt to make sugar at St. Kitts, where he accordingly 

sold him; and from whence he contriycu to make his escape 

and get on board all English ship of wal', irom which he 

was J)aiu ofl" On the reduction of the fleet. During our 

passage he -performed, without any signs of impatience or 

disgust, the.mclljal office of cOOk'S-lllate . 

. Iuly 26th. LOlli bee is a village of abollt a hunured huts, 

and here is Ildd the 11l'lrkct of' the baBY-a or King's town, no 

tr~lding operat.ion whatever being carried 011 at the Jatter: all 

1rading vessels also anchor opposite lJombce. The ren son 

assigned l()}' the market heing held here is, that as a great COll

'Course of C(llllll.ry people fh:::qucnt the market, if any dispute 

were to arise between thelll and the hunza people, t.he banza 

wnuld ~'1l1l great risk of being burned, and the person of 

the Chenuo Jlimsc1f w·ould Ilot he safe. j\lr. Sinllnons t.his 

. forenoon paid us a visit, iu so complete a metamorphosis 

that we could with diHiclllty recognize our late t'ook}~ maic; 

his fatller haying .dressed him uut in a silk ('oat embroidered 

with sih;er, which seemed hy its cut to havc adorned the 

person of a stage t()P in the days of Sir Hogcr de CovcrJcy ; 

this piece of finery won, over his own dirty bau,l'all and 

l"rowsers; 011 his head a blaek glazed hat with an enormous 

grenadier feather, and a silk sash', which I had gi"cn him, 

. suspending a ship's cutlass, finished his costume. He was 

brought to the boilt by two slaves in a hammock, an umpl'ella 
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held over his head, preceded by his father and other mem

bers of his filmily , and followed by a rabble escort of l?() 

muskets. His father's present to me consisled of a male 

goat, a bunch of plantain~, and a duck. I had now no 

small difficulty in keeping the sloop from being constantly 

crammed with visitors, every Fuka, which appears to be a 

common title of honour, having his Iinguistcr, (linguist) and 

his two or three gentlemen, all equally \'oracious for brandy, 

and without whom it is impossible he eQuid move a step. 

The market here we found miserably supplied, being ouly 

able to procure a few fowls, a dozen eggs, and some plan.-
o 

taios, in exchange for beads, that made them come dearer

than in a London market. The staple article of trade I,ere 

seemed to be salt, ill which there were both wholesale and 

retail dealers, the former havi ng 40 to 50 baskets, which he 

sold to the latter by the basket, who retailed it to the con

sumer by the handful, two handfuls for a money mat. 

At four o'clock the sea breeze setting in, we ran up and 

anchored before the creek of the banza, in 8 fathoms, close 

to the shore, saluting with four swivels. Here I found 

a hammock sent by the Chenoo, to convey me to his pre

sence; but it being ~oo late, I sent his majesty an excuse 

by the Fuka Sina, who 'appeared to be extremely angry, 

because I could not visit the Chenoo in the dark. 

July 27. At ten o'clock 1 quitted the sloop, withtbeNatu_ 
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ralists and Mr. Galwey, and with an e~ort of four marines; 

the hammock I found to have some resemblance to the 

native palanquin of ·India, but in a miserable dirty plight, 

so that I ordered it to follow; and after the walk of an hour, 

for the first IniJe over a plain, covered with reedy grass, ex

cept in some spots where Indian corn and a kind of }trench 

bean were planted, and which is under water in the rainy 

season, and then over a fatiguing hill, we reached the banza, 

at the entrance of which I got into the hammock, and was 

set down under a gl'eat tree, the ground having been swept 

clean. Here the first objects that called our attention were 

four human skulls, hung to the tree, which we were told were 

those of enemy's chiefs taken in battle, whose heads it was 

the custom to prcsen'c as trophies; these victims, howen~r, 

seemed to have received the COliI' de grace previous to titf" 

separation of the head, all the skulls presentlllg compound 

fractures. After wailing half an hour under the tree, 

we were led to the Chenoa's habitation, where, in a court 

formed by a fence of reed mats, and which was crowded 

with the king's gentlemen, I found a .eat prepared of three 

or four old chests, covered with a red velvet pall, an 
• 

old English carpet with another velvet pall being spread 0" 

the ground-. Having seated lIlyself, in about five minntcs 

the Chenoo made his appearance from behind a mat screen, 

his costume conveying the idea of punch ill a puppet. 
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show, being composed of a crimson plush jacket with enol', 

m!"'s gilt. r>uttons, a lower garment in the native style of red 

velvet, his legs muffled in pink sarsenet in guise of stock

ings, and " pair of red Morocco half-boots ; on his head an 

,immense highwcrowncd hat embroidered witll'gold, and sur

mounted by a kind of curonel of European artificial 

flowers ; round his neck hung a long string of ivory heads ~ 

and a very large piece of unmanufactured coral. Havinp; 

seated himself on the right, a ma ster of the ceremonies with 

H long st.:'lfr ill his hand cllC]uired into the rank of t.he g<'l1-

demcn, and seated them according)y. Th,:! ooctors (1\fcssrs. 

Smith and Tudor) having the first places, and then Mr. G\11-

wey, whom they stilcd chief mate; the se~ieant of marines 

they metamorphosed into a hoatswrlin, hiking all the titles 

of officers irom the trading vessels 10 which only they had 

been accnstomed. 

All being seated (the crowd of king's gentlemen squatting 

on bullocks hides,) I explained to the Chenoo, by Sim

mons, the motives of my mission; stating that" the king 

of England, being equally good as he was powerful, and hav

ing, as they already had heard, conquered all his enemies, 
• 

and made peace in all Europe, he now sent his ships to' all 

parts of the world, to do good to the people, and to see 

what they wanted, and what they had to exchangt:; that 

for this purpose I was going up the river, and that, on my . 



CAPTAIN TUCKEY'S NARRATIVE. 103 

retllrn to England, English trading vessels would hring 

them the objects necessary to them, and also teach them to 

build houses, and make cloth," &c. NC. These benevolent 

intentions were however fi.t.r bcyulld tllcir comprehension; 

and as little could they ·be made lo undersland that curiosity 

was also onc of the motives of our visit; or that a ship could 

C'ome sHch a distance fbr any other purpose hut to trade or 
• 

to fight; and for two hours they ruug the dumgcs all the 

questions" arc you come to t.rade," :lIHl " arc you come to 

make war." At last, however, they appeared to be convinced 

that I came (b1' neither purpose; and on my assuring them 

that though I did not trade myself, 1 should not meddle even 

with the slave traders of allY lIalioll, they expressed their 

satisfaction by the freqllent performance of sakilla, one of 

the chief men first starling up and making gestures with his 

arms, like a. fugle man at exercise, and all the company 

~triking their chests at the tcrmi'IUtion of every motion. 

This ceremony they afterwards repeated whenever any 

thing was said that pleased them; and with redoubled 

""ergy when I shook hands with the Chenoo. The keg 

of spliced rUfUwhich I had brought as a part of my present 

to the Chenoo, was nO\~ produced, together with· an 

English white earthen-ware wash-hand basan covered with 

dirt; into which SOllie of the liquor was poured and dis-
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tributed to the company; the king saying he drank · only 

winc, and retiring, as he told me, to order dinner. The 

moment he disappeared the company began to 'scramble 

for a sup of the rum, and one fellow, dropping his dirty 

cap in the bason, as if by accident, contrived to snatch 

it out again well soaked, and sucked it with great satis

faction. 
• 

While dinner was preparing we walked over the banza, 

accompanied by some of the chief men. It is situated 011 

a small plain on a summit of' a hill, and consists of about 

.~o dwelling places or tenements, each composed of two or 

three huts, within a square enclosure of reeds matted; the 

huts are composed of the same materials, and consist of 

two sides and two end pieces, which they call walls, and 

two other pieces for roofs; so that a house, ready to put 

together, may be purchased for the same price as four fowls, 

and in five minutes mayobe made ready for occupation; tbe 

entrance is by a square door in one of the sides, just large 

enough to crawl in at, and opposite to it is a window; both 

of which openings are closed at night with shutters of ~ 

same fabric as the walls. The Chenoo's tenement differs 

in n'o other respect from the common ones, than in contain-. 
ing one large apartment, a little better lighted and aired, 

and in being surrounded by a double fence, forming a 



CAPTAIN TUCKEY'S NARRATIVE. 105 

succession of ·outer and inner courts ; of which the sketch 

underneath will give a sufficiently just idea. 

~ ~ """ • . "" .. "" .pc< '';: , 
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The grand entrance, being All opening in the outer fence about three feet 

high. 
h. The audience seat. 

ecc. The women's huts. 

d. The grand apartments. 

eee. Huts. 
f. Heap of stones for Fetichc. 

gg. Fences or screeDS. 

M . Young trees in5ide the. outer fcnce. 

Besides a larg~ heap of common stones opposite the grand 

entrance of the Chenoo's tenement, a feliche was seen 

in every bole and corner, consisting of sculptured figures 

ill wood and sb,>ne, one exactly resemhling the figures we 

see in England of Bacchus astride on a barrel, with the 
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addition of a long pipe in his mouth and a spear on his 
• shoulder. The two figures of men below, representing two 

war fetich~s, the one armed with a musket, and the other 

with a broad sword, wit] serve to shew in w"hat a low state the" 

art of sculpture is among these people, which indeed could 

hardly be otherwise where writing is utlerly unknown. In 

no one shape whate"er do they seem to have profited by 

the multitude of missionaries that flocked to Congo in the 

16th and 17th cenluries. 

Our repast was laid out in the gland apartment, where 

some chests covered with carpets served for seats and to-. 
bles. A few pla"'s and mugs of earthenware, and some 

Venetian gilt glass were placed on the table, together with 

·a few silver spoons and forks, evidently of }'rencb worlj;

manship. The meals conSisted of a soup of plantalDs and 
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goat's flesh, a fowl cut in pieces and broiled, and roasted 

plantains in lieu of bread; a ~arge silver tankard filled with 

sweet palm wine, and a bottle of the rum I had l?rought, 

were placed as our bevera~e. 

While we were at table, I learnt that the Chenoo held a 

palaver in another part of the tenement; wllcrc Simmons 

was most strictly questioned with respect to the motives of 

our visit, and obliged to swear in the most solemn manner 

of the country, to the truth oj: his assertion. This pataver 

being finished, the Cheno".,cnt to Ille, to say that htlowould 
• again speak to me; and we accordiilgly were ali scated in 

tl1e audience cOllrt as before, with the addition of an 

olrl man, who. we were told, was the Chenoo's uncle, and 

wh" seemed to be a chief counsellor. After again tiring me 

with questions as to my motifcs, the old man, starting 

up, plucked a leaf from a tree, and holding it to me, said, if 

.. you come to trade, swear by your God, and break the leaf: 

on my refusing to do so, he then ·.,lid, swear by your God 

~u don't come to make war, and break the leaf; on 

my doing which, the wh,?le company performed a grand sa

/rilla, and the assembly broke up; the King retiring into an 

innet' hut" where the present I had brought was carried;· 

for on my yrst telling him that I had brought him 11 present 

• It consisted of a piece oifUl0iture colton, sOrne beads, a plated tan kurd and 
gobltt, aDd a silk umbrdh\. 
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from the King of England, he begged it might not be pro~ 

duced until all his gentlemen were dismissed. 

While we were seated in the audience comt, the King's 

women (of whom he has fifty), ,vere peepirfg out of one of 

the squares,< and before retiring, the King very politely . 

offered me the choice of all his daughters, while his courtiers 

as civilly proferred their wives; so that I began to fear 

I should find myself in the same dilemma as Frere Jean (in 

Contpere Malthieu); fortunately, however, the gentlemen 

who aacompanied me were not so fastidious as the Frere's 

companions. 1 however learnt that the ladies, though ap_ 

parently nothing lotli to change husbands, resisted all soli

citations to consummation during day-light, under the ap

prehension that the fetiche would kill them. The langullge 

of the men in offering tlieir women was most disgusting 

and obscene; bcing composed of the vilest words picked up 

from English, }' rench, and Portuguese. The faces of many 

of the women were by no meaus unprepossessing, and their 

forms extremely symmetric. Among the men we saw orte 

marked with the small-pox, anoth~r with a short leg, and a 

third with a withered arm. Great numbers of the boys had 

a large knot at the navel. A cutaneous disorder seemed to 

be very general, and, like the itch, chiefly on the wrists; 

and the hands of several of the men were perfectly bleached 

as if from a scald. 
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July 28. This morning the Chenoa returned my visit 

on board the sloop, accompanied by half. a dozen of his 

sous and gentlemen; his modesty was much greater than that 

of any of our inferior visitors, expressing himself perfectly 

satisfied with my present, and only hoping that, when 

I came down the river, 1 would build him an English house, 

I .. ave him a boat, anel give him a musquet; with the latter 

request I complied immediately, to his great satistaction. 

I learnt from one of his sons, who spoke tolerable English, 

that a palaver had been held all night, at which th!! Fuka 

Sina and all the traders insisted that our intentions could 

not be good, and that the King should order the sloop to 

quit the banza, and not let me ascend the river. The King, 

"however, and the court party, would not listen to his 

suggestions, saying, they were satisfied I came to do them 

good, and that I might" go where I pleased. Indeed 

the King now repeated the same thing, adding, that 

if I came to make the country (signifying to form a settle

ment), as the Portuguese had done at Caben"da, he would 

grant me all the land I required; in short, we parted the 

~st of friends; and on his landing I saluted him with four 
• 

swivels, the report of which (though they had heen warned) 

struck all the crowd on shore with such a pany:, that they 

ran off precipitately, tumbling over each other; which 
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shewed us at least that we had little to fear from the warlike 

disposition of this people. 

This morning I dispatched a canoe to the Congo, with 

instructions for bringing her up the river, and employed the 

afternoon in' sounding the river. 

On the following morning (29th),.I visited the Chenoo, at 

his request, unceremoniously, taking only two marines. 

found him seated on a mat, in a court of his tenement, dis

tributing palm wine to a family party consistillg of about 40 

men and boys, of alJ ages; a seat being placed for mc, he 

sent for a slIIail box Iilll of papers, which he requested me to 

read, and which I found to be all Portuguese. generally cer

tificates of the Chenoo's good conduct; and une JetteI' from . 
• 

the governor of St. Paul de Loando, complaining that the . 

Sonio men had killed some of the missionaries, and cut off 

a Portuguese trading pinnace; its date 18IS. After a 

palaver of half an hour, in which I was obliged to repeat 

my assurances of not coming to prevent the slave trade, or 

to make war, the Chenoo led the way to a pen in which 

were six fine cows,. a young bull and a calf; and one of the 

largest and fattest cows was selected as a present for me. . . 

This animal, I found, had been introduced by the Portu

guese, and ,.,..s now considerably multiplied, though no care 

whatever seems to be taken to encrease them, the cows in 
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calf being indiscriminately killed with the bulls; nor do the 

natives make any use of their milk. The Portuguese, we 

also understood, had brought several horses, but none now 

remained. Ncar the pen was an 181b. carrolladc, 'with 

which I had been saluted OB first landing, and which I now - . , 

learnt had belonged to an English yessel, burnt at the Tall 

Trees some years , ince by the slaves on board her, and that 

the rest of her g.uns (which had been fisbed up by the Sonio 

,nen), were now in the possession of the Fuka Sina, who 

offered to sell them. 

July 30. l'rince Machow Candy, known to English 

traders as Fuka Candy, (he being Fuka of Market l'oint 

when the English traded here), pai,1 me a visit; and, as he 

is considered as having great influence, I gm'c him a piece 

of chintz. - He is a mulatto of French extraction, and said 

to ha,'e made a gr<:/lt fortune by trade, while he fillerl the 

office of Fuka of the Point. 

July 31. This day and Wednesday, I employed in taking 

a sketch of the reach of the river . • 
Aug!,st 1. This forenoon I was visited by Mr. ~herwood, 

the ostensible mate of the brig- under Spanish colours, 

and who had been an old slave trader out.of Liverpool 

in this river. He was -accompanied by four Portuguese 

masters of trading vessels now at Cabenda, and part of those 
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that had quitted Embomma, on intelligence· of an English 

King's ship approaching. Their visit was for the purpose 

of assuring themselves if I ~eant to interfere with the slave 

trade, and desired to show me their papers. I declined 

however looking .at them, decl.,.-ing explicitly that I should 

not meddle with trade or traders in any manner, which 

seemed to satisfy them, and they went off, as they ~aid, to 

bring their vessels back from Cabenda. The Fuka of the 

Point and all the trading men seemed to be also rejoiced at 

learning this declaration, as they had still doubted, it seems, . 

my assurances made to themselves. There seems to be no 

reason to doubt but that the chief slave trade to this river 

is bona fide Portuguese. Two persons of this nation visited 
• 

me, saying they were from Rio Janeiro; I endeavoured to 

learn en passant the amount of the trade, and by coml>ining 

their answers with the accounts of the catives, think it may 

be averaged at 2000 slaves a year. 

The price of a slave at this time, as stated by the natives, 

is as foUows 

\l Muskets. 

\! Casks of gunpowder . 

. 2 Guineas (1 fathom each). 

12 Long Indians (10 fathoms each). 

2 Nicaneas (6 fathoms each). 
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I Romaul (8 fathoms). 

1 Fathom woollen cloth. 

1 Cortee, or sash of cloth. 

2 Jars of brandy. 

~ Knives. 

5 Strings of beads. 

I Razor. 

I Looking-glass. 

1 Cap. 

I Iron bar. 

I Pair of seizzars. 

1 Padlock. 

I have no doubt however but that slaves are now sold 

for one half this valuation. 

The Congo this evening succ~eded III getting up to an 

anchorage under Leyland island. 

August 2d. I this morning shook hands with the Chenoo, 

giving him, as a parting token of fri endship, one Hlthom of 

scarlet clotb, an amber necklace, two jars of spirits, and some 

plates and disbes. We found a seat placed in the audience 

court for us, and tbe Chenoo seated opposite on a mat witb 

fifty or sixty of his friend s ranged 011 each side. On being 

told that I came to take leave, he retire!] with me into the 

grand apartment, where he endeavoured to persuade me tn 

Q 
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defer my Jepartnre, until he consulted his great men ; bur 

in fact 1 suppose he was sorry to lose his claily bottle of 

spirits; for as he sent me every morning a botlic of p~11ll 

wioc, I returned him one of rum. l;'inding I was deter

mined, he ceased al1 solicitation, and gave me three of his

sons , ano two pilots to a(,company me to Binda; 1 had also 

engaged four boys as a boats crew, finding them extremely 

useful, in saving my own people a great deal of trouble· 

by goin g backwards and forwards with t11C Naturalists . 

In returning froIU this visit, \ ... ·c pa~scd a hut in which 

the corpse of a woman was l)'ing, drest as when ali\·c; in

side the hut, four women were howling, and- outside,. two 

men standing dose to the hut, with their faces leaning 

against it, kept them company in a kind of cadence~ pro

ducing a concert not unlike the Irish funeral yell. These 

marks of sorro'\.:~ we understood, were repeated for an hour 

for four successive days after the death of the person. This 

scene induced me to enquire for the burying ground, and 

the natives at first seemed very unwilling to let us see it; 

after a little persuasion, howe"er, two or three of them led. 

us towards it, and we found it not above .200 yards from 

the banza, amongst a few rugged trees and bushes, and 

over-run with withered grass. Two graves were now pre

paring for ge1lt/eme7l , their length being nine feet and theic· 
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breadth fire, At this time they were nine teet deep, but 

\1'e were told they would be dug to the depth of 'he tallest 

palm. tree, preserving the same length anJ breadth as at prc-

5ent; the soil, we observed, '\-'as a superficiallaJcr of black 

earth 18 inches deep, and all the rest a compact yellow 

clay ; the grave. are dug by the same hoes that are useJ to 

till the groun(l, and the excavation· is carried on in the 

neatest ~anner. Oue of the old graves had a large ele

phant's tooth at each end, and anuther, which we under

stood to be a child, had a small tooth laying on it; all had 

broken jars, mugs, glass-bottles, and other vessels stuck on 

them; some shewed that there had been young trees planted 

rOllnd them, but all were dead except one plant of the 

Cactus qlladrangularis. The graves seemed to be indis

criminately dug to all parts of the compass, and no atten

tion appeared to have been paid to them sin"e their first 

being filled in. 

Simmons requested a pwce of cloth to envelope his 

aunt, who had been dead seven years, and was to be buried 

in two months, being now arrived at a size to make a genteel 

funeral. The manner of prescrving corpses, for so long a 

time, is by enveloping them in cloth money of the country, 

or in European cottons, the smell of putrefaction being only 

kept in by the quantity of wrappers, which are successively 
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multiplied as they can ue procured by the relations of the 

deceased , or according to the rank of the persun; in the 

case of a rich and vcry great man, the bulk acquired being 

only limited by the power of conveyance to lhe grave; so 

that the first hut in which the body is deposited, becoming 

too small, a second, a third, even to a sixth, encrcasing in 

dimensions, is placed o,·er it. 

Aug4st 3d. This morning at daylight, I rowed the sloop 

ronnd Booka Embomma island to the south entrance of the 

creek, where I anchorcd to wait for the Congo coming up 

with the sea breeze. 

The reach of the river formed by the main land and the 

island Booka Em bolnma on the north, and the islands lIeka y 

(Molyneux) and Booka (Leylancl's) on the south, is a uason 

surrounded by eleva ted hills composed of primitive granite, 

or schistus; in general the first formatioll is naked of trees, 

and the second cOI'ered with brush wood, and large trees in 

the crevices of the rock. The hill. are all extremely rugged, 

forming deep hollows, separated by natural causeways, and 

much resembling, but on a greatly Jarger scale, the roa,d 

which passes the Devi]'. Punch Dowl between Portsmouth 

and London; the flattened summit on which the banza 

stands is, as we observed in the groves, an under stratum of 

compact c:ay covered with black mould, on which the ridges 
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marked that it had been cultivated; and there can be no 

doubt but it would becapahlc of producing the finest wheat. 

The plain, which we passed over to "each the foot of the hills 

in going to the banza, is equally proper for the production of 

rice, and would prohably afford boo crops a year; one by 

the natural walering in the rainy season, and the olher by a 

very small degeee of labour, ill introducing the river water 

IIpon it in the dry season. 

The Booka Embomma, which is separated from the main 

land by the creek named Logan by Maxwell, is entirely of 

schist us, except an exuberantly fertile level tlmt borders the 

creek; this latter is about 5 yards broad, and has Sand 4 

lathoms depth up to a ledge of rocks, which crosses it near 

its south f!lltrancc, and through which there is an opening 

barely capable of admitting a ranoe. The only part of 

this reach, in which the current has any consiJcmble torce, 

i~ at the east side of Zoooga Booka, where it runs in little 

whirlpools over the rocky bottom ahout 3 miles an hour; 

the stream in the mid-channel (where the depth IS 15 

fathoms) is from l~ to .2 miles an hour, and in shore on 

both sides it i~ often stagnant; and sometimes a smaIJ COUB

ter current is experienced. The island .BoukaEmboltlllla 

would be the most eligible place thus far lor a settlement. 

The trees we had occ~ion to observe here are generally 
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of a soft spongy nature, unnt for fuel while green, and 

useless as timber; one species only afforcling a wood as 

hard as lignum vita:, and proper for the same purpose; 

the largest size we found it arrire at, was that of a man's 

body. 

The miscellaneous information I was able to collect here, 

I shall ghoe without attention to arrangement of tbe matter, 

" .. -hich my time at this moment does not permit. 

This is the winter of the country, the thermometer in the 

day selUom rising above 76, and at night, when there are 

occasionally (not always) heavy dews, falling to 60. The 

mornmgs, from sun-rise to 9 or .10 o'clock, are dark, 

hazy, and sometimes foggy. The winds in the morning 

are often light frolll south to S. W.' The sea breezes set 

in very irregularly from noon till 4 o'clock, from west to 

W. S. W.; they have seldom any considerable force more 

than once a week, and arc stronger after a hazy morning, 

succeeded by a hot sun; they die away from snnset to 

10 o'clock. The natives feci the changes of temperature 

very sC"erely, shivering with cold when the sea breeze sets 

in fresh. 

Salt is the great object of trade at the Market point, and 

is made near the river's mouth, and hrought up by canoes 

in baskets of the substance that covers the trunk of the 
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palm trees, of about 7lbs. each, one of which fetches 

about two falhoms of blue baft. Thc other objccts of 

petty traffic are palm oil and palm nuts, from which 

the oil is extracted. Indian corn, pepper (chiefly bird 

pepper), and mat sails for canoes. The small mOlley in 

use is little mats of the leaf of thc bamboo, about 18 in

ches square, 20 of which will purchase a fowl. The name 

of Zaire is entirely unknown to the people of Embornma, 

who ea]) the river" Moicnzi cmmddi," the great river, or 

literally thc river that absorbs all the lesser ones; this title 

must however be derived. from its rccciviJlg tributary 

streams higher up, as we ('ould not understand that there 

.is a stream of any consideration thus far; and the only 

springs We observed were two very insignificant ones ISSU

ing from a rock ncar the hanza; lhcn~ is also said to be 

good rock water at the Market point, and at Tall Trees; 

and while at anchor at Sherwoo(rS creek , the natives 

brought us a cask of excellent water from a creek near 

Kelly's point. The river water is at this season but little 

muddy, and after being boiled and allowed to deposit ils 

sediment, is lI"t found to afleet the people. 

There are several varieties of the palm trees here, three 

of whieh afford palm wine; the first, the sweet kind, is given. 

by that named Moba, and the second by the Mosombie ; 
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the liquor is extracted as in the West Indies. The sweet 

wjne is allowed to ferment, and produces an intoxicating 

hc\'crage; when quite fresh it is very pleasant and whole .. 

some, taken moderately, keeping the body open. The 

Masongoi tree also affords a palm winc, considered of supe

rior quality; an inebriating liquor is also proriuct;d from 

Indian corn, and nailled baamboo. 

The cultivation of the ground is cntirely the business of 

slaves Hnd women, the King's daughters and princcs~ wjvc.~ 

being constantly thus employed, or in collecting the fallen 

branches of trees for fuel. The only preparation the grountl 

undergoes is burning the grass, raking the soil into little 

ridges with a hoe, and dropping the Indian corn grains 

into holes. The other ohjects of cultivation that we saw 

ncar the hanza, were tobacco and beans of 1 wo sorts. Fruits 

are vcry scarce at this til;l('.:, the only ones being long 

plantaills, small biller urange" limes and pumpkins. There 

are no co<..:oa lIut trees, nor, according to the Jlatives, is this 

trf!C fOllnd in the country. The onl'y root wc saw is the 

5wetl/'assa\'a~ which the natives eat raw and roasteu. Sugar 

canc of two kiuds was seen. 

The only vegetable production of any consequence In 

commerce is cotton, which grows wild f!1ost luxuriantly; 

but the natives have ceased to gather it., since the English 
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left off trading to the river, the Livcrpool ships formerly 

taking off a small quantity. 

The domestic animals are sheep spolted black and white, 

with pensiIe ears and no horns, goats, hogs of a small breed, 

a few dogs resembling the shepherd's dog, and cats. The 

black cattle brought by the Portuguese cannot be consi

dered as fully established, no care heing taken of them, 

though, from thcir vcry fine appearance and their excellcnt 

meat, no part of the world seems more prop~r for their 

multiplication. Common fowls of a small breed, and 

Muscovy ducks are the only domestic poultry 

The wild animals of whose existence we have any cer

tainty, are elephants in small numbers, this hilly country 

being unfavourable to them. 13l1ffaloes, which are said to 

be abundant. Antelopes, of which a few hal'e been seen; 

wild hogs, the skeleton of the head of olle heing found . 

Tigers and tiger cats, the skins heing seeu wilh the nati"cs. 

Monkeys in abundance, (Simia sepllUs). The hippopo

tamus and alligalor appear to be numerous. The only 

sRecies of fish we have seen to be peculiar to the river is 

a kind of cat-fish, and ,ome small ones resembling the 

bleak. 

Among the birds are the grey and other parrots, the 

toucan • ..the common royston crow, a great variety of king

R 



122 CAPTAIN TUCKEY'S NARRATIVE. 

fishers, and many of the falcon tribe. A species of water

hen is also very numerous. 

Insects (with the exception of ants,) are not numerous. 

there being no common flies, and very few musquitoes; 

some moths. and beetles. 

The natives speak of a large species of snake, and some 

of the early catholic missionaries make mention of them 

from twenty to thirty feet in length, but we have seen no 

other reptile than the water snake which I killed in the boat, 

and small lizards. 

The nati\'cs arc, with very few exceptions, drest in Euro

pean doathing, their on1), manufacture being a kind of 

caps of grass, and shawls of the same materia)s; both are 

made by the men, as arc their houses and canoes, the latter 

of a hi,fih tree, which grows up the river, and appears to 

be a species of the ficus, resembling lhat of the ficus reli

glUsa, These vary in their size, but they appear to be 

generally from twenty to twenty-four feet long by eighteen 

to twenty, and even twenty-four inches wide. Their drink

ing vessels are pumpkins or gourds, and their only cooking 

utensil earthen pots of their own making, in which the,V hoil 

or stew their meais, but more generally boil them. They 

take no wild animals for food, a rew birds excepted, but 

they are very inexpert in the use of the musquet; and their 
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natural indolence seems to suppress any fondness for the 

chace. Their musical instruments consist of a large drum 

and a kind of guitar, or rather perhaps" lyre, of which the 

following is a representation. 

Some pams have been taken, and no small degree of 

lab.our bestowed, in collecting the materials It" this instru

ment. The body is · of wond mueh lighter than deal; the 

bridge and the eleven ba·rs which it supports are of iron; 

they are confincd by " strip of bamboo fixcd to the body 

Of frame by strings ofleather; and they rcst also on a picce 

of skin. The circular ornament is part of the brass frame 

of a print or looking-glnss; and the circles are french 

brass buttons with the head of IJouis XVI. on them. The 

tones are soft, and by no means unpleasing. 

Both men and women shave the head ill ornamental figures, 

according to fancy, and the brides arc always close sha,·en 

Wore they are presented to their busbands; this operation 
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being performed on them by an old woman . The women 

seem to consider pendent hreasts as ornamenle:tl, the young 

girls, as soon as they begin to form, pressing them close to 

the body and downwards withal with bandages. They also 

sometimes file the two front teeth a'way, and raise cicatrices 

on the skin as well as the men. 

The common ceremony of closing a bargain, of giving a 

rec~ipt or an assurance, is by breaking a leaf, which is 

considered as then ir~evocab)e; and this ceremony we found 

necessary to perform with the selicI' of e\·ery fowl. 

Excepting one knife, which was stolen by a boy, we met 

with no instances of theft; and 011 olle of the great men 

being informed of the loss in this case, the whole of the per

sons present were called under the great trce, and asked 

individually if they had taken it; when a boy confessed 

and produced it. 

There !>cing now a general peace m the country all the 

mcn go enlirely unarmed, except when they go down the river 

in canoes, when there is usual1y a musquet in each canoe. 

Among the number of their superstition·s is that of refrain

ing from diflercnt kind, of lood at certain times and OCca

si,ms; thus the men will lIot eat the flesh of a fowl until a 

woman has tasted of it, to take otT the feliche, as they 

express it. Pumpkins and eggs are objects of similar · 

superstitions; and when we killed the cow, the king sent 
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one of his men to take the fetiche piece, as we learnt, lor 

the Ganga or priest; and they seemed to know the be.t 

piece, carrying otr one of the hind quarters. 

The two prominent features, in their moral character ~Ild 

social state, seem to be the indolence of the men and the 

degradation of the women; the latter being considered as 

perfect sla"es, whose bodies are at the cntire disposal .,1' 
their fitthers or husbands, and may bc transferred by eithcr. 

of them, how and when th_cy Jnay please. The intriguing 

with a man's wife without his knowledge is however punished 

by a fine of two slaves; and if the adulterer cannot pay, 

the husband ~ccms to he aUlhorised to murder him. 

Both men and wOlllen rise at daylight, and aftcr washing 

their skins, those who pretend to gentility rub their 

shoulders and bodies to the waist with palm oil, which, 

though it keeps their skil1~ smoolh, gi\'es even to thp. women, 

who otherwise have not. the ~amc natural effluvia as the 

men, a most disagreeable smell. 

There are much fewer mulattoes among them than might 

be expected from their intercourse with Europeans, two 

only having yet been seen by us. 

The mode of salutation is by gently clapping the hands, 

and an inferior at the same time goes on his knees and 

kisses the bracelet on the superior's ancle. 
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TlJc'y IHll'C no other manner of reckoning or keeping an 

account of time than by moons; so that beyond half a 

dozen moolls not one of them can tell the lapse of time 

since any event may have happened. The day they divide 

into morning or breakfast, noon or grand time, and evening 

or supper. The sea breezc was insufficient to bring the 

Congo up either this day or the 4th. 

August 4. This forenoon I lancled on the mam land 

opposite Booka F,mbomma, and fuund it COlli posed of 

very rugged bills, chiefly granite, with n' J''y ]juJe wood. An 

Adansonia here measured 4'2 feet in girth at the ground, 

and carried nearly the same circumference to the height of 

30 feet. Where the boat anchored we found a regular tide, 

the rise and fall heing 13 inches, and the current little or 

nothing during the risco 

August 5. Got the Congo up to a good anchorage on 

the south shore, opposite Chesalia island, where, finding we 

should be nlUch retarded by persevering in the attempt to 

get higher, from the precariousness of the sea breezes, I 

ordered her to bc moored, and directed Mr. Eyre, the 

purser, to remam in charge of her; together with the sur

geon, a master's mate, and 15 men. 



CHAPTER IV 

Progreti up the River a. far as Yellalla, or the Cataral' .. 
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CHAPTER IV 

AnoUT themiddl~ of the day we proceeded up the river in 

the -double boats, the transport's long boat, two gigs, and one 

of the punts, having with me the lieutenant, master, one mas

ter's mate, the fOUT scientific gentlemen, and Mr. Galwey . . 
We found the river running between two high ridges of 

barren rocky hills, c.hiefly mica slate, with~asses of,!uartz 

rising above the surface j the slate J'unning out in points, 

an4 the rocks under water forming strong ripplingl:i and 

little eddies. In some spots, where the current has been 

turned aside by the rocky points, the river has deposited 

its mud, and formed little strips of soil covered with reedy 

grass, and some few little' spots of Indian corn. Off these 

places anchorage is always found on a good clay bottom in 

from four to eight fathoms, a boat's length from the grass; 

besides these narrow strips we this day counted several 

little vallies between the hills, forming the mouths "f the 

ravines, the largest of which is named Vinda Ie Zally, and 

extends two miles along shore. In those vallies were some 

corn IUId manioc plantations, and many palm trees.. ' The 
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two rocks named by the natives Sandy, or Zimda, are ,of 

late; that named 0 car, by Maxwell, has a very large tre~ 

ttpon it, the other only bru h wqod; they are separat d 

by a space of about 50 yards. On the north shore, nearly 

opposite the e rocks, is a hanging precipice, to which may 

be given the name of Lover's Leap, though in a sense dif

ferent from that of Leucadia, this being the place of 

executio'n of the adulterous wives of the king of Bomma, 

and their paramours, who are precipitated from the summit . 
into the river. 

The rocks t which Maxwell has given the little appro

priate name of Scylla, lie close to the north hore, and form 

two masses ' of sl,ate above water; about 20 yards beyond 

them tbe rippling denotes ano~her rna s under water, but 

on which there is six fathoms depth. " 

At seven o'~lock the breeze failing, we anchored 'on the 

east entrance of the creek off the Gombac j lands, c10 e to 

the grass, in six fathom . 

Aug. 7. In the mornin " it being calm, I went in the gig 

through the creek of Gom bac, and found, though extre'me

ly narrow, that it had a depth of five to ten fathoms. There 

are but two i lands, the separation marke.d by Maxwell be

tween the two western ones being only a cove; they are 

mere rocks of slate with a good many trees. From th,em I 
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landed on tb.e main, and ascended the hills that form 

~e Fidler's Elbow of Ma.xwell, which are also composed 

. entirely of slate, with vast masses of quartz on the surface, 

an.with only thinly scattered hushes of a shrubby tree, of 

.which the natives' make their spoons. These spoons are 
. . . . 

made with great neatness, and not inferior in any respect to 

the same utensil illrnany parts of Europe. Their knives, 

too, are not to be despised, but the blades are not always 

made by themselves; -though they always prefer their own 

'hafts and'sheaths: . These ~rticles I're here represented. , 
,., .. -,"-, 

. ' ''J,'he ant_hills Ivere .. hue extremely numerous, but now· un

~.lt fI!t'wg.thattJiesc insccis shift their habita

~lis ~:~:~ "·': .• season; thos\t-011 the ground \u(vc 
, ~, ..... ~ . . . -~ ,'. '., ' .. 
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exactly the shape of a mushroom, consisting of a round co

lumn 18 inches high, surmounted by a domed head two feet 

ill diameter. 

We this l]lOrning observed a CUfJOUS optical illusion, 

caused doubt!e" by the state of the atmosphere and the . 
shadows of the high hills, the boats appearing to be placed 

011 the pinnacle of all elevated mass of water, from which 

the descent was rapid 011 every side, so that in looking up 

the river the current seemed to be running up hiU. By 

moonlight the reach we anchored in much resembled Loch 
• 

Tay in Scotl:md. The rise of water iu lhe wet season was 

here observed on the rocks, haying worn two grooves, 

the ·first S feet above the present level, and the second and 

faintest 9~ feet. The nature of the hills, as ~ell as their ap

pearance, prove that they do not absorb any ofth6waterthat 
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falls in the rainy season, the whole of which is carried direct 

to the river by gullies and ravines, with which the hills are 

all over furrowed, and in which the only luxuriant vegeta. 

tion is found. 

We got a few very small shrimps from a /ishennan, which 

he had just taken in a cotton scoolYnet, very well made . 
• 

At 11 we o'clock weighed with a light breeze at west, and 

crossed over to the south side of the river, to near the hanza 

Sooka Congo; the Mafook of which sent his interpreter 

and gentlemen to ask for a bottle of brandy, which, not 

intending to stop near him, I did not tllink necessary 

to supply. vVe cOlltinued our course along shore until 

we reached the Diamond Rock of Maxwel~ ncar to which, 

and to the south shore, we found the current too gtrong to be 

overcome ·with the sails and oars, and we aJlchored a 1ittle 

to the west of it. In the afternoon, hon'ever, the breezes 
• 

frosheued, we got through the channel, and at 7 anchored 

about 4 miles west of Condo Sono. 

The rock called Boola Beca in Maxwell's plan, is by the 

natives named Blemha (the husband), and the rock named 

the Tinker, to the east of it, is an islet. The largest and 

westernmost of the three rocks named Weird Sisters, the na

tivescall N'Casan (the wife); they lay nearest to the· north , 
shore,. which, according to . the natives, is all foul. The 
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Diamond Rock, they name Salan Koonquotty, or the strong ' 

feather, alluding probably to the strength of the current, 

which is doubtless much ericreased in the rains. it being now 

a bout S-i- miles an hour, running directly on the rocks, and , 
f9rming a strong upward eddy on its 'ves~ side, where 

the ground is very foul ,md shoal, so that no vessel should 

attempt this ehan,nel without a breeze sufficient to ensure her 

going over the current. 

On the summit of one of the hills which we passed close 

under, were upwards of twenty monkeys, which, had we 

not seen their ·tails, we should, from their great size and 

black faces, have taken for negroes. 

Aug, 8. , The41ills which surround our last night's station 

are more barren than lower down, the strips of reedy grass 

and vallies less numerous, the palm trees are no longer seen, 

nor is there any cultivation whatever on the banks. · Seve

ral persons came on board this morning from banza N oki, 

and frolll them we received the first coherent information 
• 

respecting the obstruction in ' the river, higher up, by what 

they state to be a great cataract named Yellala, only one 

day's march from Noki. 

At 10 weighed with a light breeze, and with the aid of 
the oars reached the spot named Condo Sono, wjlere the 

European slave traders formerly transacted· their bUS~8, 
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but wbere. there is n~w not ' a single hQt. I immediately 

sent Simnlons to the Chenoo of oki, to request he would 

send me a person acquainted with the ri"er higher up; but 

on his return in the e ?ening, I found that nothing could be 

done without my own presence, and the usual dash ' of a 

present of brandy. 

August 9. I went this ,morning up the river in the gig, 

. and found the d~fficulties encrease every mile, from the 

:eI?city .of the current, and the ledges of rocks; the 

barrenness of the hi1Is also became g~eater" and the only 

trace of inhabitants was di covered in a, few miserable fish

ermen, who tak~ some .smaIl ·fi h in scoop nets off the rocks 

and dr.v them. 

August 10. Ther~ being every prospect that we houId 

not be able to proceed m~ch further in the boats, and. find-

. ing that there we~e many Mandonzo men at oki, who e 

country is situated very far up the river, and who e manners 

and language ,were described to me as totally differinO' from 

those ()f Congo, I this day paid a visit to the Chenoo Gf 

N oki, to end avour to ascertain these fact , and to procure 

guid . We were led two hour's mo t fatiguing march 

e reached the banza; ometimes scrambling up th 

perpen~icular hills, and over , great masses 

hiatus, sometimes getting on pretty smooth~y 
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along their summits of hard clay, thinly cattered with 

bru h wood, and sOlnetimes descending into vallics covered 

with a rich :5oil and ex~berant vegetation, the high and now 

withered gras I choaking up ihe little plantations. In two 

of tho e vallies we found banza , differing in. nothinO' from 

t~at of Bomma, except that the roofs of the huts formedthe 

segment of a circle instea<J.of a triangle; clo e to them are 

two runs of water in ravines. At length we reached the 

banza, which is situated on the lev.el summit of the 

highe t hills amidst p~lm-trees, and plantat~on of vegetables, 

among t which we were gratified with t~e ight of young 

cabbage ' in great perfection. In a few minute I wa 
. . ' 

u hered into the presence of the Chenoo, whom we found 

seated with two other Chenoos, in much, more sayage mag

nificence, but les of European manner, than the king of 

Bomma, the seats and ground being here covered with lions 

and leopard kin, the treading on which, by a subject of the 

highest rank, i ~ crime puni hed with slavery; and the care 

with which they stepp d clear of them in pas ing to and fro, 

evinced that they never lost ight of the penalty. ' The Che

noo, besides his red cloak laced, had on his head an en rmous 

hig~l cap of the white:fj athers of the heron. One of the oth~r 

kings was covered with an old hat, and the third was wrapped 

in .a velve.t mantle, and on his 'head a coro~et, with a larg~ 
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button of coloured gla s, which had evidently bce~ procured 

from a theatre. The assembly was composed of about fifty 

'persQns squatte~ in the sand. Simmons having explained 

,my wi hes and the motiv€s of the expedition, the Chenoo, 

with.Je deliberation or que tloning than I had been plagued 

with at Bomma', granted two guide to go far a& the cata

ract, beyond which the ountry was to ,them a terra inc<?g

n ta, not a single person of the banza having ever been 
, . 

beyond it. The pa]ave! being over, the keg of brandy I 

had brought was opened, and a reater cramble than . \ 

even at Bomma took place for a up of the preciou liquor; 

and, towards the conc~u ion; One having been unable to 

catch a share,. hi neighbour, who had been mare fortunate? 

and who had kept it, 'a 'lon as, he could hold in hi breath, 

(as they alway do), very gel! rOll I pat a portion of this 

mouthful into the other' mouth! 'rhe Chen ap logized 

for havinO' nothing dre t to offer ~s to eat, but directed a 

small ,pig to be carried to the boat, which on killing we 

found to be mea Iy and unfit to eat. 

We saw no women durin this au~i nee, but a COll

siderabie portion of the u embly wa" compo d of boy of 

all ages down to four or five, and tho e young urchin were 

observed to pay the utmo t attention to th di~course of the 

'lDen, and to e press their approbation by clapping thcir 

hands. 
T 
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On our return we were c0I?-ducted by a lave merchant 

of Simmons' acquaintance, by a road at fir t much more 

plea ant than that we had come, being along the summits 

of hill which are highly fertile, and in gr at part cultivated, 

but in the rno t car les manner, The v getables we saw 

were manioc, Indian corn, a species of hrubby 

French beans, cabbages or green , groun 

quantity, and bird pepper, The fruit c 

papaw , and plantain , all 'at present immu."\"~'fl"l: 

Our conductor led us to his town (for 

perty calls hi re idence his town), where w w re aO'ree· 

ably urprised to find , a repast prepared, consi ting of a 

stewed fowl; a <Ii h of stewed bean, and a ava bread 

named Coanga. he t w were however 0 highly pep

pered that our O'entlemen, not accu tomed to uch warmth 

of sea oning, could carce swallow them; a bottle of 

pirit , in which onle ani eed, had been infused, was also 

set before us. The remains of our repa twas erved to the 

manne. The water ~rought to us issued from a rock, its 

temperature 730
; the barometer at the banza fell two inches 

lower th'an at the river side, which, according to Leslie's 

scale, give the elevation about 1300 £ et. 

While at our repast, the back round of the court in 

which we were, was filled with women and girls, separated 
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by a space from the mcn and boys. Though not one of them 

had ever seen a white man, they did not scem to feel any 

timidity, but on the contrary we had abundant opportnnity 

of discovering that, as far as depended on themselves, they 

were perfect Otaheitans in their manners. One woman we 

saw spinning eotton for a fishing net exactly in the manner 

the French women do while tending their sheep . 
. ,", 
. The latter part of our journey, as we again approached 

the river~ was even worse than our rpad going, being 

obliged to ascend and descend a succession of hills, uf 

smooth rocks, so nearly perpendicular, that it required 

almost the legs of /lies to cralrl over them, and here 

the natives had greatly the advantage of us, the soles of 

their naked fcet seizing hold of the rock, while our shoes 

slipped ovcr them and "threatened U~ every momcnt with a 

full that would not have been withu"t danger; at length wc 

re~ched the boats 'at 4 o'clock extremely fatigued, though 

the distance of the banza is not more than three miles in a 

direct line from the river, but by the circuitous route we 

took, could not be less than seven or' eight. 

The most striking features of the country we passed 

over are the extreme barrenness of the hills near the river, 

the whole being still composed of slate with masses of 

quartz, and sienite, the latter becoming the main for-
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mation! as we advanced to the S. E. with perpendicular 
, , 

fis ures from thre inches to t inch in bre' dth, filled witli 

quartz. The summit of the hills and the vallie are of stiff 

cl y and vegetable monld extremely ~ rtile. 'Ve did not 

iee the smalle t trf.C of any thing alcar ous, 'nor the signs 

of an v other metal than iron . 
.,; 

AuO'ust 1. We had no vi itor 

women came to the ri er's side, opposite the br. 

market, having ~ inO'l fowl, half a dozen 

small basket of bean to en; we were oon 

olde twa a princes of the blood in her own right, and 
, 

that con eq uently be njoyed the privile e of choo ing 

her hu band and changing him a often as be liked, while 

he was confined to her alone, under penalty, if a private 

person, of bing, old a a ,lave. Thi lady after O'etting 

for her fowl and other. article twice their valu , offered 

her elf and her three companion , (who; we wer a ured, 

were the Chenoo's daughter) for hit: , to whoever would 

take them on board the boat, and seemed to be much di _ 

appointed at the apathy of white men, when they found 

their advances tr ated with neglect. 

In the afternoon a couple of small he p, a goat, and 

a few fowls were brought for ale; but for one of the fOfmee ' 

the owner had the con cience to ask a full piece of blue ba 
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and two caps, which co t SO shillings in England, makinO' the 
, 0 

meat considerably above a shilling a pound; so that we were 

obliged to confine ourselves to the purchase of a goat for 

four fathoms of printed cotton. Indeed, from the very little 

spare provi ions the natives seem to have at thi season, I do 

not think it would be possible to procure daily sub istence 

for fifty mer\. in passing through the country. ' Towards 

e\rening two men vere sent from the Chenoo as guides for 

Yellala, but one of tbem having evidently never been there~ 

I sent him back. A Mandingo slave man was brought to 

me, bound neck, and heel with small cords. Hi answers 

to the que' tions put to him were, " that he was three moons 

coming from his country, ometimes on rivers,. sometimes 

by land; that his own country was named M'intolo, on the 

banks of a river a . broaJ as the Zaire, where we were 

at anchor, but so filled with rocks, that eve! canoes could 

not be used on it; and that he had been taken when walking 

a short dis lance from his father's house, by a slave catcher, 

who had shot him in the neck with a ball, the cicatrice of 

the wound still r .maining ; and that he had been about two 

years from his countf)." Although his reckoninO' of the' 

lapse of time could not be depended on, he evidently had not ' 

been long caught, for he spoke the Congo language but very 

imperfectly; nevertheless, as he understood 'enough of it 

'. 
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to make himself intelligible, I thought he might be of usc 

and purchased him, giving an order for his valli" to be paid 

on hoard the Congo, and taking care to explain to the 

natives my motives for buying him, as well as that I gave him 

hi3 liberty on the instant, and only considered him as a ser

mnt ; and finally, that if we arrived at his country, I would 

reslore him to his friends. When this was explained to hilll 

he expressed not the least mark of satisfaction, and pcnnit-

ted the people to take off the cords which had served to 

hind him "ith apparent apathy; indeed our pcople seemed 

to hayc lIlore satisfaction in pCrfill"lI!illg, than he telt ill un· 

dcrgoing, this operation. In condudiHg this bargain, J had 

a specimen ortlle tedious manner of doing husiness amongst 

the natiyc traders, the intervention of the ~fafook, Mam· 

bouk, and a broker, being necessary between me and the 

seller ; and each 'Of these fellows expected two fathollls 

of baft, and as much brandy as they could drink. This 

roundabout way of trading, and the indecision of the sellers, 

must, I should snppose, han; been a great draw back on the 

pro/its of the slalT trade, by the time it kept them on 

the coast ; for I am assured, that though fifty slaves may be 

brought to llJarket in a day, not three are usually sold. 

The same huckstering is indeed visible in every branch of 

their trading with Europeans; the possessor of a single fowl, 
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Of a -root of the manioc, examininO' the articles offered him 
. 0 

fifty times, giving them back, taking them again, exchanging 

them for something else, and after putting patience to the 

test for an hour, often takin~ up his goods and marching off, 

because he could not get twice or thrice what he first asked. 

Aug. 12. At nine this mornir,g we weighed, and with the 

aid of the oars. and a track rope at times, got the boats up 

along the south shore, until we came to a large sand bank ex·

lending two-thirds across the flver ; here we crossed over to 

the other side, and ran along it as far as a little island named 

- - . - - - - - Here we fourid the current so rapid, that with 

it strong breeze and the oars we could not pass it; besides, 

ha\'ing obsen-cd when up here in tilf~ gig, that the north shore 

above this islanu was extremely foul , I crossed over, and 

after considerahle difficultysuceeeded if. getting to an anchor 

in a fine little cove named Nomaza, entirely out of tIle l:ur

rent. In crossing the river we passed ~e\'cnll whirlpools, 

which swept the sloop round and round in spite of her oars 

and sails, alld not without some danger to so low and deep 

laden a boat. Thcse vortices are formed in an instant, last 

but a few moments with considerable noise, and subside as 

quickly. The punt got into one of them and entirely disap

peared in the hollows, so that the depression of the vortex 

must have been three or four feet. The schooner could not 




