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thot houllds the river, about eight miles above ol1r last night's 

st.ation, '1\-°here I hope to procure a couple of canoes to pro

ceed up the river, as far as my llIeans will permit. 

The river here expilflds to three miles in width; the .banks 

have in some places low strips of soil and sand, with cliffs of 

clay slate, large masses of which are also scattered in the. 

river, but do not in the least impede its na.\'igation. In other 

parts low hills of gentle descent come down to the margin of 

the river; their summits day, entirely bare of trees. Here 
• 

w,e also found considerable masses of fine blue lImestone; 

and a quantity of chalk was brought to us by one of the na

ti,'cs, which we were told was procured from hills Oll the 

opposite side of the river. 

The population is here more considerable thIn what we 

have seen lon"er down. The gentlemell's lowns forming 

a con tinned chain of buildings from the spot where we 

landed. ]>rovisions seem to be also more plentiCul. Several 

goats, pigs and fowls, with manioc, ground-Iluts, and peas, 

having heen brought to us for sale, as were also mats . . 
Amongst the croud that surrounded our tent, tw8 or three 

of the foollloo" or gentlemen oilly had any European clothes. 

The women were here the most horribly dirty looking 

wretches that can be conceived; equalling the New Holl.n

clt'fs in filth, and nothing superior to them except ill the 
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mere article of covering: their nakedness. The huts were 

stil1 or the same formation as below. The palm trees were' 

more abundant. Fish very plentiful, and of several species 

unknuwn, excepting that one was a sllIall hream; they take 

them with poLS, having neither nels, hooks, uor lines. 

The great encrcase in the number of Pari ... dogs de· 

notes an encreascd stock of provisions; though it would 

appear, from their being half starved, like those of all Indian 

bazilr, that they were not well fed: they never ' oark, but 

howl like a jackal; they hal'e pricked cars, 

Sept. 5 ] disco .... ered to-day,that tllc Inga men were de

termined to .stay here t()r Illy return, vcing, as tiley asserted, 

afraid to go back thelllsel\'es, 

}'inding it impossible to gel canoes without the inter

ference of the Chc'noo of Y align, I sent forwards one of the 

bTack men (the guide of lnga,) with a piece of chintz, as a 

present to he divided among his great mep. Having given to 

the interpreter and to my other Embomma Illan i.~ dress of 
• 

chintz each, they amused us by pert<.rming Songa, which is 
• 

a kind of war dance, and a hunting dance, a pantomime, 

and a love. dance. III the war dance, the performer, with 

a sword, looks about fro,m si«e to side a3 if expectillg the 

enemy; at last he sees them, fjuurishes his sword half a 

dozen times tow.ards the quarter in which they. arc sup-
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posed to appear; advances; his eyes glowing fire; returns 

trium phant; while the spectators are clapping their hands 

and striking their breasts in turns; he then squatted dowll. 

The only presents IIlade by Europeans concerned iu. the 

.lave trade, were brandy, musquets, and powder, all pro

moters of civilization and encourager~ of population. 

A f(>Dmoo waited on me with a present of a goat, for 

which I ga~e two lathoms of chint' and a necklace, and 

he promised to procure me two canoes at day-light tbe 

following mOfllinillg. 

Dr. Smith made an eXCUrSIOn along the bank of the. 

ri\'.er to the northwar~, limestone and day slate alternating. 

The "'''"omen braid their hair, and in this tilate it looks . " 

well; but when the braiding is un<lone, horridly frightful, 

like a black mop" 

Alligat"Jrs arc so plentiful hereabouts, and so frequently 

carry ot!' the women, who at daylight go down to the river 

fur water, that while they are filling their calahashes, one 

of the party is usualLY employed III throwing large stones 

intn the rirer outside of them. Here I learn' that they 

have two crops of Indian corn a year. 

Several instances have oeGurred which shew the minute 
• 

divisions of property: three or four people"have usually a 

share in\l goat; and evcll a fowl is seldom without two 
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owners. . The division of the price usually creates a dis

pute, if there shouid happen to be an odd bead. 

Sept. 6th. After a constant battle with the natives from 

daylight, and after using e.\·ery possible means, by threats, 

persuasions, aDd promises, I at last, abOfl two o'clock, 

got the canoes, which I was to have had at daylight, under 

way, having first paid eight fathoms, and given a present of 

two fathoms of chintz each to four different gentlemen. 

As tl\e canoes, though promised to carry twenty men 

each, would barely hold eight, I was obliged to walk along 

shore with a part of the people. About three miles from 

the placl! of departure we passed two small rapids, but the 

other side of the tivcr was clear. 

We came to a bay in which were ten hippopotami; as 

the canoes could not venture to come on until these huge 

creatures were dispcrsed, we were obliged to tire v'lllies at 

them Ii-om the shore, and although many shot evidently 

told,' not one of tbe beasts seemed in the least to be af

fected by them. The noise however, together with the 

exorcism,ofour old guide. dmve them away. 

Tile rive!C "'O.V, for tbe 6rst time, bore a inajestic appear

ance,. having the land o.each side moder-atdy elevated, 
• 

with little hills .. f lime-stone fu~r back, but still 'almost 

without wood. 
, 
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At six P. M., after having rounded a rocky peninsula, 

we anchored in a fine bay named Covinda, formed by this 

and another rocky peninsula a little higher up. The night 

presented a beautiful picture of repose; fine scenery, the 

moon. the still,ness of the water. Alligators most abundant . . 
Sept. ith. The morning set in with light rain. Here 

we observed the river to have risen three inches in the 

night, the total or highest risc by the rocks sixteen iilches. 

Some women brought us a large quantity oflime.· Bought 

a goat lor two and a half fathoms of chint". The people 

very civil. Set off at eight A. M., rounded the marble 

peninsu.la, and opened Ollt beautiful scellery, equal to (lilY 

thing on the banks of the Thames; the bare stone rock in 

many places resembled ruined castles over-hanging the 

fiver; sC"era] fine grassy cOveS. Purl'hased a large bunch 

of plaintains for lei- fathoms. 

The teeth of both men and women were notched thus, 

Wwc;). Saw a large flock of ducks, the precursors 

of rain. 

Many marble promontories now jutted out on this side, 

round some of which the current sets three miles and half 

an hour. As it is necessary to .ke a long circuit rounn the 

bays by land, I hired ~nother canoe where we stopped to 

dine at one o'c1ock, for four fathoms, to carry the rest of 



CAPTAIN TUCKEY'S NARRATIVE, 211 

the people, We were however tired of this mode of con-
, . 

veyance, the inconv~nience of sitting being hostile, besides 

lhe' tedious rate, the paddles giving three strokes, and then 

waiting until the canoe had lost her way, so that they did 

not go two miles au hour, I)or had our persuasIOns any 

cffect in making them get on a bit taster, 

During our dinner a hoxing match took place between 

two of the canoe men ' about a little salt, at which they 

both 'handled their tists with much science; and after 

druhhing each other heartily, the others interfered, and the 

husiness being made up, both the combatants performed 

Songa, 

,At four, reached one of the rocky promontories, round 

whicb the current set so strong, that the canoe men refused 

to attempt passing it, neither wuuld,they cross the river to 

get out of the current, pretending they were at War withthe 

people on the other side" I was therefore under the neces

sity of attempting to haul the canoes up the stream by the 

rocks with our OWII people; and had succeeded in getting 

one of them past the obstruction into still water, when, by 

the neglect ri one of the men, the stern of the second canoe 

stuck fast in the rocks, aoo the current taking her on the 

broadside. broke her -right in two, 'and several of the ar

ticles that were ill her sunk, and ,others were swept away, 
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all1on~ -:hich were two swivels, my sword, a bundle of 

umbrellas, and all bur cooking utensils.,,&c. 

All. was now confusron among the canoe men, who lirst 

rail off, and then, after a long delay, came back again, -but 

nothing could induce them to go forward. I was therefore 

by this unlucky accident obliged to bring baekthe canoe 

which I had got up past the rocks ; Rnd to hire another to 

enable us to cross the water; which I effected withoilt any 

assistance from the canoe men, who -could not be prevailed 

upon to touch a paddle; though, when I landed on the 

opposite side, I found they were pf'rlect lriends with the 

people of tbis shore; consequently the story of enemies 

was nothing more than a pretence of the canoe rascals to go 

no further. Here I paid them their wages, and we en

camped in a beautiful !leassy cove, from which both ends of 

the reach being shut in by land, presentell the appearance 

of a mountain lake. During the 'night hippopotami were 

heard in great abundance. 

Sept. 8th, In the morning the Zan'zy canoe man would 

neither go up himself with his canoes, nor would he let the 

people of thIS side of the river hire -me theiroennoes, until 

he was paid for the one that was broken,' threatening them 

with war if they afforded me any assistance; and as 1 had 

but little merchandize left, I wished to pay him on our 
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return at Inga. . I was however at length, after three hours 

palavering, obliged to give him a piere and two fathoms, 

with which he set off; but the canoe men of'this side had 

now gone off, and after three hours more paJavering I at 
. , 

last procured six men to carry our baggage by land this 

day, and until to-morrow night, for which I paid them a 

piece of check and a bunch of bead.. At length we set ofr 

at cleven o'cloc.k, and at noon reached Masoomly, where 

the bearers lived, and where they laid down their loads, and 

set off to get their dinners; nor could I assem b!e them again . 

for two hours. We now passed over a very hilly country, 

with some fertile spots both on the summits, on the sides, 

and in the vallies, but the general feature is still that of 

extreme barcnness, .and a total want of trees, except in the 

ravines and round the great towns, which are here very 

numerous. The 'barren hills are composed of cia .• slate, 

lime-sl:<Jne'in different states, with sOllie little quartz; red 

ochrey hills. Half past three, we reached the river about 

ten miles from our last night's halting place; the reach 

runnjng S. S. E. aad forming a fine expanse or sheet of. 

water ·from· four to five miles in breildth, free from all 

rooks, and having a counter-current 011 this side. TIle 

DePth shore rises gently from the river till it terminates in 

here hills; it is lined by a fine sandy' beach, behincl which, · 
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and at the foot of the rise, is a line of trees. The southern 

shore is steep and rocky. 

Horrible face with the leprosy. 

Natires extremely abstemious, a little raw mamoc and 

water and their pipe, for a day: devour all the meat you 

will give them. 

The wind always from the westward, inclining up the 

readles, so that there is always either a free or leading 

wind; and yet the natives have not the least notion of 

applying sails to their canoes: indeed the wars of neigh

bouring tribes render the water intercourse as limited as 

that by land. 

Si.e of their canoes. 

Their distribution of time consists of a week of four days, 

or a sona ; the first day of which is named Sonll, and on this 

day they refrain from working in the plantations, under the . 
superstitiuus notion that the crop would fail; theJ however 

perfonn any other kind of work. The second day is named 

Candoo, the third Ocoo1/ga, and the fourth Cainga. The 

munth, or Gonda, is thirty days; the year, M'Voo, consists 

of the rainy and dry season, that is to say several Gondas. 

They believe in a good and evil principle, the former 

they call - - c - - and the latter Codian Penba, . both 

supposed to reside in the sky; the fonner, they say, sends. 
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them rain, and the latter withdraws it; however, they invoke 

their favour in the dry season, but it does not seem that 

they consider them .. in any o\l;er, manner influencing 

human affairs; nor do they offer them any kind of worship. 

Their ideas of a future state seem not t<1 admit of any 

retribution for their conduct in this world; good and bad 

going equally after death to the sky, where they enjoy a sort 

of Mahommedan paradise. 

Sept. 9th. In the mowing some rain. Set off at eight, 

A. M. through a country more fertile, and having' more land 

prepared for cultivation. The manner of preparing it is 

first by cutting down the long reedy grass, and placing it 

in small heaps, which are then covered with a layer of 
• 

mold, ann then set fire to; in the little spots of ashes thus 

formed, the Indian corn and ppas are planted, and the 

manioc in the unmanun;d places between them; these 

ashes are the only kind of manure made usc of. Thsy 

never burn do\Vn the .Iong reedy grass until it has shed 

its seed, so that the next rains bring a' stronger crop 

than before. '- -' - - - - very soon blossomed, as well 

as the long reed ; grass twelve f~et high, and the thorny 

sensitive plant. 

Passed some fine lime-stone spnngs, the first we had 
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At ten, reached the gentleman's town of Vooky filou, 

where our bearers had a long pahll'er for palm wine, which 

I was obliged to purchase at a high rate before they would 

stir .. step further. Uufortunately 1 happened to spill 

some of it at the foot of our gentleman guide, on which hc 

set off in the most vio1ent rage, taking aU his men along 

with him; and I now learned that, next to pointing a 

mtisquet, the spilling of palm wine was the grossest insult 

that could be offered to a gentleman. It was full two 

hours, and after making an ample apology for my acci- ' 

dental impoliteness, and a present of three bunches of 

beads, that be deigned to shake hands with me, and call 

his men back. 

The housfs here are larger than below. 

Two gentlemen with heavy iron chains find rings on 

their legs and necks . 

. At two P. M. we reached the head of a deep reach· 

named Soondy N'Sanga, running W. by N. and E. by S.; 

here we stopped . to din~. After dinner I wished to pro

ceed, hut our bearers refnsed, asserting that they had al. 

ready walked ~wo days. 

Finding all persuasions useless, I was obliged to pitch 

the tent at this place, and with Dr. Smith and Lieutenant 

Hawkey walked to the summit of a hill, where we perceived 
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the river winding again to the S. E: but our view did not 

extend above three miles of the reach: the water clear of . 

rocks, and, according to the information' of all the people, 

there is no impediment wh~tever, as far as they know, above 

this place. ' 

And here we were under the necessity of turning our 

back on the Tiver, which we did with great regret, but with 

the consciousness of having done all that we possibly could . 

On my return to the tent, I found that the bearers said 

they would not calTY back the luggage unless they got 

aeother piece; and I was at last obliged tei give to each 

of the two head men two fathoms of chintz and beads. 

Plenty of bees: the natives eat the wild honey when it 

comes in their way . . 

The risc of the river was marked at 3-/;:; inches. 

The natives appear to be less civilized as we go on, 

totally ignorant of the relative value of European goods; 

exorbitant in their demands. 

EDlployed Peter to buy palm wine and fowls with the 

beads which I gave him. . 
Sept. lOth. At eight A. M. set out on our return; our 

stock, two pieces ofbaft, two pieces of chintz, it few beads ;" 

no brandy, no sugar, nor any thing else. 

Dawson taken ill, and reaching the ' top of the lirst hill, 
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was obliged to be carried; got a canoe for him for four 

fathoms; and put all the baggage into her, though lIO 

small; another palaver ~bout sharing the fathoms; at last, 

after three hours waiting in a burning heat on the beach, 

(therm. 860
) we got the canoe off with one man besides 

Dawson. Set. off ourselves to return by land to 

Went a different road from that we came, through the 

ra"ines of barren hills.; lost three hours over the ·only fine 

place ,vc have .seen for an European tmvn, being a plateau 

of ten mile::) jll extent, desccn(ljng gradually into a plain of 

double that size, all fertile. l'ine apple plants growing 

dose to the path; which descends gently through a small 

grove to the river side, at - - - - - ., which we reached at 

- - -, and found the canoe but' just arrived, having 

been nearly swalllped oy her smallness. Here we were 

therefore obliged to ehange her for a larger. The gentle

man l,>1Iide was iu a great passion at Hawkey for touching 

his kissey, and also at our people for carrying the fowls 
• 

with their heads downwards. Gave one umbrella for six . 
fowls, anrl another for a small goat. 

Inhospitality of the fellow with palm wine: . obliged Ie 

give my handkerchief, baft, beads, &c. Tantalizing state 

\Vith the palm wine, alld not allowed to touch it for half an 

hour. 



CAPTAIN TUClmY'S NAHHATIVE. ZIU 

Sept. 11th In the lllOrnjn~ got two canoes for six fa

tllOIDS to go down to Yanza, wll(::re we had left the Inga 

men. lIalf way down we /'H1nu one of the hippopotami 

dead, lying on a bank, .in a putrid statc. The I,eople of 

this part of the riycr h;iving bccll .f1~tl.';llCd from eating it . 

At Elllbnmma a good hippopotamus is worth a - - - -; it. 

flesh is sold in the markets. 

J-Jerc our hoatmcn wanted to slop, pretending lhey were 

unacquainteu with the river below. I punished them by 

carrying them six miles lower down. 

The rapids we had before becn obliged to haul the canoes 

over were now smooth, the river rising about six inches 

a day. The velocity must be greatly increased in the rainy 
• season, but still the canoes are said to work 011 it. Total 

rise as marked by the rock. eleven leet. The clouds 

charged, and the barometer falling; temperatur" of the 

river decreasing; at Condo Yango it was 77' , and now but 

74'; the lime stolle springs 73' 

At one, stopped to procure mcn 10 carry our things to 

luga, the luga men having returned thither without waiting 

fOl us. 

Sept. 12th With great difficulty got a foomoo and four 

of his boys to go down for two fathoms each, paid l>efore 

hand, and a cauoe to ferry us across the cr-eek to Condo 
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Yango. A long palaver about a pig detained us tiU nine 

o'clock. Discovered that tbe barometer was stolen. P'ur

chased ten fowls for empty bottles. Found the river so 

greatly risen that the creeks we had crossed in our way 

upwards, were now tilled, and we were pl5liged to go high 

up and cross them on fallen trees. 

A t<l1oon we dined at the brook Sooloo Looanzaza, and at 

three encnrnped at Cainga to wait for Dawson, who was 

obliged to be supported by two men. I now found that 

besides the barometer we had lost our silver spoons, great 

coat, remnant of cloth, &c. In the night we were driven 

out of the tent by ants. 

S<;PI. 1Sth. This mornmg we found that our bearers 

had gone off during the night, and ·Ieft Us in the lurch •. 

Got a foomoo and four men of Cainga to go on, for two 

futhoms each; ascended the Mango Enzooma hill, the 

high~st yet passed, covered with fern; and the transition 

from it hetween the mica and clay slate. 

At ele,'en reached the brook Looloo: at three got to 

Keilinga, where we could procur" nothing by . purchase. 

Here we found the Mafook of ' luga, who informed us tbat 

a goat which we were carrying was fetiched at Inga, and 

that we must not carry it there on any account, dead or 

alive. or even a bit of its skin; we therefore exchanged ' it 
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it for two
o 

fowls. which we left for Dawson's use, and 

pushed on. 

At live we arrived at Inga, where the lnga men had re

ported that one half of us had been drowned in canoes, and 

the rest killed by black bushmen. Greeted with hacalla 

moudela by the people, but greatly shochd on learning the 

deatbs and sickness on board the Congo. 

Sep. 14. Sent off Mr. Hawkey with ten men and as many 

loads of baggage: though ill m'yself~ I intended to proceed; 

but Dr. Smith and.two of our people are too ill to be moved; 

remained therefore this day, and passed it 1lI0st miserably. 

After dark, the corpural of marines arrived with intelli

gence of Galwey's death. oJ passed a miserable and sleep

less night, and at day-light mustered the boys with the 

intention of procccd.ng ; but atter paving them two t"thoms 

each, the usual price, they refused to go without recci'"ing 

three. Gave them three; being very weak myself and wish-
• 

ing to gel on before the sun became too hot, I set ofl" with 

Dr. Smith, leaving Mr. Hawkey behind to bring on the peo

pie; at ruron he joined me, and from him I learnt that he had 

a terrible business to get the people off. 

Four of the bearers of the sick men ran away and carried 

off a j:ameen of brandy and a case of preser"ed meai: a 

sqWlbble° for salt. Could nol get a single fowl for eight 
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bunches of bcads. Terrible march ; worse to us than the 

retreat Irom Moscow. 

Arri"cd at Cooloo at five P.M. Hospitality of these peo

ple. Got a goat Irom the Chenoo, lowls and eggs; all ran 

cheerfully to assist us; brought us grass for our beds; water; 

,'to'oud for our fire. . 

At dark Dawson arrived; Inga men left him on the re

turn of the pcople. Butler did not come in. Passed a good 

night; it rained hard, but the tent kept it out. 

Sept. 15. At day-light. sent two men IJ> wait for Butler. 

Dr. Smith very ill ; Dawson better. 

Having arranged e"ery thing f{Jr the men, I sel offat eight, 

A. M. leaving 1\Ir. Hawkcy to bring up the sick. Heached 

the river at clcven. Thank God lor his great mercies in 

bringing me on thus liu! 

}'mond 110 canoes; waited till two o'clock, when I learnt 

that the Chenoo of Bibbi, in whose district the landing place 

is, had forhidden his people to furnish any more canoes; 

according to some, on account of the commanding officer 

on board the Congo having ill treated onp. of the canoe men, 

who went down with the sick; while others said it was be-
, 

cause he was not paid his customs for using his landing place; 

and I was told I must send my interpreter to him with a 

present before any canoes would be given. A. I knew this 
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would occupy' the whole of the next day in palavering, and 

as Dr. Smith, Dawson, and Butler, were so very ill, that an 

llOurs delay in reaching tbc ship might prove fatal, I sei~cd 

all the canoes, ~nd a foomoo. 

Sept. 16. Unablc at day-lightto procure any canoe men; I 

sct off with our own people, and at 3 P.M. reached the·Congo. 

·Terrible repo;t of the statc on board: coffins. - - - - -

Sept. 17. At day.light sent off aU the sick in double hoats, as 

well as the people who had been up with me, to the transport; 

hired .fifteen blaek men to assist. in taking the Congo down 

the river below Fetish rucks. The river hordered hy a level 

plain, Jimr miles deep, to hills of little elevation. Good 

place for" settlement 

Mangroves commence at the east end of TaU Trees island. 

Muddiness uf water and red colol1r hegins at the - - - -

land, whieh latter is a bar of sand covered wilh day, and 

under water when thc river is at its heighth. 

Extraordinary quiet rise of thc river s~ews it, I think, to 

issue chiefly from some lake, which had received almost thc 

whole of its water from the north of the line. 

Commencement of its rise was first observed above Yel

lala, on the lst of September; on the 17th of September, at 

Tall Trees it had risen scven fect, but the velocity was not 

at aU encreased. 
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Hypothesis confirmed. The water - - - - - - -. 

Mistaken idea of anchoring ships out of the ('urrent for 

nny length of time; the current always creating a cur

reot of air. 

Palm wine in the dry season only. Palm trees, when two 

years old, be<.;in to give out wine. 

Sept. 18 Reached the transport; found her people all in 

health; her decks crowded with goats, f')lvls, pigeons, pump-" 

kins, plantains. flaskets of' palm wine; in short, the greatest 

appearance of abundance. 

The difference of almosphere perceptible between this 

place and Embomma. Fresh sea breezes. 

l\Iangro\"c trees tit for '? 

1\0 fish hut cal-fish. Pew hippopotami below Yellala. 

Quartz sand in va st quantities on the banks of the river; 

must come from a great di:;tancc. 

Mallca),a - - - - - - child, child-birth. 

DiH"rent foods fetished. Children fetished for eating the 

food which their fathers had been forbidden to eat. 

Women fetished for eating meat the same clay that it is kil

led-with the 'lien. W hen a lIlan applies II)'a Gangam for a 

domestic fetish, he is at the sam~ time instructed from what 

foods he must abstain; some from fowls, others from 

plantains. 
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·Lindy N'Congo resides at banza Congo, far inland to 

dIe south. 

In war the Chenoo of Embomma musters 1000 muskets; 

fire into the enemies hOllses at night. Cut off the heads of 

the prisollers and burn the bodies. All the women sent 

away before a war is begun. Some l'oomoo makes up the 

business, and each party k;'eps. the trophies, and puts up 

with the losses. All the men of a Chellooship obliged to 

go to w~r. Commanded by'the Macaya, next brother to 

the Chenoo, and civil magistrate; Mambouk, relative ofihe 

Chenoo, war minister. 

Clleno" of lnga dead, blind man SUI>stltuted. 

Dress. Old' men, long thin 'aprons; yonng men, cat

skins; tyger c.at most valuable; each costs a piece; com

mon cat skins at Embomma for six fathoms 

Canoes made of camba ./iana (bombax) 

Spoons, and mouth pieces of pipes made of lemanzao, 

and pacabanda. 

Flocks of flamingos going to the sonth denote the 

approach of the rains. 

;!'HE- END. 
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and we began to form a more f"vollrable idea of the vege
tation of the island, than its first appcl.Irance from the 

yesse) seemed to promise. The shOl'e was covered with 

COllrolt'olll,\' soldunella, resembling ipOJ/lfl'a; and half a 

dor.en unknown plants, which were succcs3ivclX found 

gl'o\\'ing among the palms, made us 50011 regret, in our joy, 
that we had so ~hort a time to stay here. \Ve took a \'iew 

of the structure of tbe rocks, which Oil this side the tuwn 
, 

form a perpendicular precipice, and c\'cry where along the 
COllst consist of tive or six strata in the f()liowing order. 

1st. Conglomerate. ~u. Tllf~l of pumice-slolle. 3d. Vu

mice-stone. 4th. A stratum consisting of an uniform and 

somewhat blistered substance. 5th. Basalt. Gtll. The 

uppermost stratum, which is similar to the 4th, and by its 

concentric t{lrlllation, glohules &c. madt' it e,·idenl that it 
had been ill a fluid statf' . It rc~cJJlblf'd the same corres

ponding stratum ill the Canllric:;. \rc wellt into the town, 

wbich eOllsists of a few rO\ .... s of miserable huts, !ooiluated on 

a Hat rock, ahout <III English mile in circumference, and 

surrounded hy the lower part of Ihc valley of: Trinidad . 
.!\iw;t of the inhahitants here, as indeed on the whole island, 

iJre negroes. A Ithough we diseovercd notlling but naked 

rocks and withcred fields, whcl'c\'cr we turned our eyes, 

yet many ,Iitlcrcnt sorts of fruit, poullry, &c, were otlered 
to our \'iew, which prun's, that the interior of the country 

must hm'e a dif}crent appearance. \Vc dcscendtxl and 

crossed tlie uther valley of I'"llIIs, travelling over level and 
scorehed plains; in order 10 join our comrades of the fish
ing party. The flight was f"st approachin!!:. We made 
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SECTION I 

Noticesfrom E;lgland to ourdepm'/urefrom St. ,Tngo. 

ON the 22d of }'ebruary, I set out from Charing-eros> for 
Sheerness, to which port the vessels helonging to the ex
pedition had proceeded some days ago. Paul Hafgaard , 
with several others, accompanied me till I gal into the 
coach. People who were nearly strangers to 'me, here 
bade me farewell with tears in their eyes, and looks that 
expresseu their doubt of seeing me any more. VOII Buch 
accompanied me.as fal' as Sheerness. It was for the first 
time I saw this part of the Thamcs. lts beautiful wind
ings, and the ~ar): ing scenery on and oround its waters, 
afforded us great plca~ure. The view from Shooter's hill 
is of an immense extent. At Rocr.ester, the Medway dis
plays its greatest beauty. During our whole journey, 
those hills of Kent, which terminate in the ehalk hills of 
Dovcr, were seen by us. On the other side of Rochester 
the country hecomcs more level, barren, and uniforlll. 
Orchards of cherry trees, for which this county is cele
brated, 'were seen 'on all sides in great number. The rich 
hut distant treasures I was going to enjoy occupied Illy 

thoughts. 
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On the 2.'1d, in the morning,l took leave of Von Bueh, 
and went on board. I had been expccted for some day". 
Captain Tuckey came on board a lew hours afterwards; 
on the 25th wc weighed anchor. An unsteady wind 
carried us to the Dpwns, where we anchored, and re
mained there the 26th and 27th. On the 28th we passed 
through the Downs, and round Beachy Head. On the 
29th we were 'Cruising with variable wilJds. The S. W. 
wind at last prevailing, we were ohliged, on the 2d of 
March, to. anchor in the harbour of Plymouth, on the 
identical spot where Napoleou Bonaparte had been in the 
Northumberland. Here we remained to the 6th. On the 
3d, Galwey, Tudor, and myoelf wcnt on shore to see the 
beautiful tountry-seat of Lord l\Iount Edgecombe. The 
prospect from the highest hill has greater variety, and is 
more heautiful, thaI) any J had seen in England. The 
great number of limestone.cliffs projecting in groups into 
the sea; the numerous bays; the two rivers that empty them
selves into the harbour; the three different towns of ,Ply
mouth. Stonehouse, and Dock; the·great number of ships 
of eommerce and of wa"'; the hills of Mount Edgecombe 
covered with wood,-and all this, comprehended in one 
view, forms a most striking, jiveJy, and picturesque land
scape. The immense 13reak-water, which is constructing 
across the h.rbour, is now nearly finished. 

On the 5th. Lieutenant Hawkey accompanied us again 
on shore to see the men of war in the harbour. We went 
on board the three-decker St. Vincent, which had lately 
left the dock-yard. and is considered as the most ·perfect . 
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vessel that ever was built. She carries 128 guns, Such 
an immense machine, for the first titDe seen floating on the 
water, makes a striking ilnpressioll. The cabins are ·as 
large as baH-rooms, with galleries as spacious as balconies. 
The construction of the pump.works (qu. chain-pump ?), 
and of the powder-room' is remarkable. I was refused 

. . 
entrahce into the dock-yards as being a forp.igner, though 
in the :English service. In the house of Lieutenant Taylor 
I waited patiently lor the rettlm of' the other gentlemen, 
and amused myself in the mean time with reading the 
travels of Brucc. We passed through Stonehouse town, 
where they arc breaking down a I'Ock of limestone in order 
to level the groune! for the conl'enie/lcc of the increa.ing 
lowns ill the vicinity of Plymouth. We visited. the 
castle, &c. On returning, ,rc dined ill Stonehouse. I was , 
somewhat tempted to rCl1Iain on shorc during the night, 
but gave it up, awl retllrned on hoart! late ill the evening. 
On the 5th we put to sea again, ant! the wind proving 
contrary, we anchorec,.l ill the evcning of the .6th in 

. the harbour of J'almouth. The 7th, all went on "hore. 
Tudor and myself hiret! horses with the intenlion ·to 
travel about in the country, to see. mines, &c. Pass
ing through Penryn we arrived in Truro, which is one 
'Of the mining towns in Cornwall. On the way we saw 

• 
a furnace for melting tin, the construction of which was 
'very sitnple ...... witkout ' bellows. I dined in com-
pany with two Dutch ordnance officers, who ' had made 
all the campaigns of Napoleon, and having been at last 
taken prisoners at Beresina, had been sent to Archangel, 
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where they wer" detained a year &Dd a hali: They were 
nOw ordered out to Batavia in a rotten frigate, which is 
here repairing. 

From Truro we proceeded to the .mines iu its neighbour
hood, hy the way of Sherwater. I descended qne of the 
~opper-mines to the depth or" auout 56 fathoms. The' 
shafts, as also .the adits are very narrow. Only B few 
men w{'re at work in each of them, making constantly 
use of the pick-axe. The steam engines are i,! high per
fection, and indispensable 011 account of the vast quan
tity"of waler in the mine . These engines have therefore 
been constructed in several places. The appearauce of 
the COLIn try is that of a v'ast heath. The formation seems 
to be prillcipaUy mica and clay-slate, with lilrge veins of 
quartz, in which th" ores of tin alld copper occur betweell 
alld at the side of each other. Long ranges of stones 
heaped upon one another are to be seen: The friend. of 
:Ttidor ill Truro detained us till late ill the evening. 
. 011 the 8th, in the e"ening, we made an excursion . . 

to St. Maws, situated in the neighbourhood. It is an ,in- ' 
'considerable fishing-town; but it is probable, that, before 
the growing importance of Falmouth, it ~'as aconsiderable 
borough, because it has the right of sending two members 
to Parliament, who however at present may be ~d to be 
chosen by the Marquis of Buckingham . . The manners of 
the inhabitants seemed to indicate that the loot , is not 
much frequented. 

March 9th. The wind,veering towards N.W. we-weighed 
anchor with hopes that the S.W. wind has now leftU5. 
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March 10th. We nrc off Scilly. The wind ehallged 
again to S.W. 'Ve made the signal in vain for pilot., 
they having already returned to l.'almollth. In the morn
ing of the] 2th we anchored, for the second tirn~, between 
Pendcnnis and St. Maws. 

March 19th . .'\11 this time we have heen detained i" 
the harbour of Fahnouth, pardy from the SlOl'II1Y weather, 
alid partly in order to take in wa~er and prm'ision s, and 
to tit the Congo with new rio·trio!!. "'~ e wciO'hed nnchor 

O~ '-' 0 

in the lnorning. 1 IIH\'c written twice to Von Bueh ~U1(1 

to Haigaard, to whom I have given a commission to ~cnd 

HII my letters 10 St. I-felcna. A strDlIg gale ii·om N.B. 
has to-day (the ~Oth) carried u, to the 40' 17' latitude, and 
60° longitude. The weather js HOW almost calm. The 
Congo sails almost a:s well as t.he trallsport. 

March 2.-'")lh. ror the f"il'sl fire days we have heen faYOUf-. . 
ed hya sleady N. E. \vin<i, which lICJ S carried II ~ to the 
latitude of Cape I'inisterrc. 

April 1st. Till! \ .... ind haring been very fanmrable, 
brought us yestcrday within sight of l\Iadeirn, which we 
passed on ils easlern side; allli to-<),y I expect to see 
oncti more myoId fricnds Palma, and the Peak of Tene

riflc~ TkO weather, al is usual in the yicinity of these 
islands, has continued lor some days very squally. Un
fortunately we arc tv pass, as it would seem, the Callaries, 

without stopping before we "rri,'c at St. Jago. Being 
again sO near to a place, where the last ycar I enjoyed so 
many delightful hours, which I never must forget, they 
were now as forcibly recalled to my memory as when 
present, but witb l feeling of regret that they lle,-er mOTe 
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can be renewed. I had reckoner! for certain on beillg 

able to fill up several dcficiencc. in the ubservations that 
have been made all these islands. }'or the last few days 
we have seen hill little that could be consi,lcrcd as re
markable on the oceall. A I1urnberof porpoises tumhling 
about the ,,'essel; two large hirds, the species of which, 
at "the distance we observed them yesterday, could not he 
determined; some Medus"" probahly lIfedllsa prllllcida, . . 

but of which we have not been able to calch any, wert: 
all of the animal creation we got sight of. On hoard the 
Congo I saw a. small whale, also a small turtle covered 
with two or three species of Lepas, nollieh we dissected, 
and a small species of Cancer, prohahly Ihe Cal/cerjidgen. 

of Sir Joseph Ballks. 
On the 3d, at day-hreak, the majestic ridge of rock 

that skirts tl,., shores of Palma was discorrred. We passed 

its western side, at a distance of li"om twu to three leagues 
from Vttnte·oc-fuen-zabientc. The lWO highest summits, 
particularly that of Roche de la Mllstaehos, were covered 
with snow, and irradiated by the retleeted heams of the sun 

a glittering light from the upper region of the air. In the 

course of the aflcrnoof! we came in si.!!.'ht of 'I'ino, lheugh 
it was invcloped in a oense foggy air. I considered its 
gr~atest height to he a little more than 4000 feet. W ~ had 

not the ple2sure of seeing the Peak of 'l'eneriffe again. 
The weather is now very agreeahle; the temperature 
between 15' and 20' of HeaulllUr. We have a favourable 
wln,l , which, however, has not Jet changed to the tro
pical or trade wind , but is more inclined to the N. E. 
The night was star-light. Galwey ahl! my-relf amused 
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ourselves hy studying the constellations, of which the 
northern ones will soon leave us. The sea begins to ex
hibit a greater abundance of animals. Cranch is at length 

preparing to fish up whatever he can catch. In the I",t 
few days we ha\'c const.antly seen and caught a great 
number of J'ortugucse men-of-war (Holo/lw!"i" physalis) ; 
also a small eatable I'rlilla(which I sketched); a Salpn " 

which emits light, and a Medusa, with four telltacula. Ou 
board the COllgo I saw a Loligo liIt/gar'ili, and a fragment 
of a small Nalltilus, covered by a species of Lepn.,. 

The Congo has for some days heen sailing at a slow 
rate, and is now again taken in tow. Cranch, I fear, by 
his absurd conduct, will diminish the liberality of the 
Captain towards us. He is like a pointed arrolV to the 

company. 
"lwiI5th. To-day the deep a"'lI'C coiour of the water 

has suddenly changeu into a di~rk sea-green colour. Last 
night we crossed the TropIC of Cancer. The latitude 

to-day at noon is 22°, 

A pril 7th . The water of the sea has again resumen its 

usual colour. The anomalous temperatare of the sea, its 
green colour, and the great number of 1lIollusca. that were 
seen, seemed to indicate that we were in s01:Juuingi), hut a 
line of onc bundred fatboms )vas tri~d witbou!. success . . 

A prilll'th. We got'" .slght oftbe i.lapd of Rona"ista, and 
passed its S. E. side at the distance of .... leagues. Its 
appearance resem bled that of the castel'll Canar,ies. Its 
height can scarcely be greater than theirs, bllt none of its 

higher bills had a volcanic form. 
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April 9. In the morning we were under the island of 
Mayo, which appeared to be lower than HOllavista; and 
sObn after we got sight of St. Jago. It is only a few days 
since theCaptain informed us that we were to tOllch at Porto 

Praya, though we had reason to suppose this to be the 
plan long ago. All eyes were therefore with double 
eagerness hent towards the island as we approached it. 
After ha\'ing for so IOllg time seen nothing but the hem"en 

and the ocean, c\"cn the barren rocks, which were the first 

objects that JIlet Ollf sCflltini:dng eyes, tonveycd all 

agreeable impression: though, in looking through the 
telescope, it was with d iflicult.v I could djscover the least 

vegetation, and scarcely expected on these rocks a richer 
harvest than in the deserts of Lonv.oeolo last year. This 
island appeared much higher than either of the two we had 
.lust passed. ]n itsgcllcral formation it res.cmbles the Ca

nanc~. It is surrounded P.v a perpendicular wall of rock 

without any strand, and it rises gradually lip to the smnllljt: 

of the hills. The highest llIountain is abollt the middle or 
the island. Its shape is t.hat of an oblique cone, the tOI) of 
which rears its head above the clouds, appearing at. a dis. 

tance. like a hlaek spot. The harbour 50011 opened out 
between the rocks, in the form of an half circle. On both 
sides hatteries have been erected, but merely for tile sake 
of appearance. Guns without carriages, negro. soldier. 
having n;lIskcts without locks, and the barrels tied to the 
sto"ks with twine, constitute the defence of the harbour. 
At the bottom of this circular inlet is situated the princip.1 
sea-port town of the island, which is nearly in the same 
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condition as the batteries. It is built on a flat rock, with 
the third and principal battery in frollt of it, surrounded 
by a continuation of the valley la Trinidad, which on -each 

side of the town forms a level plain, overgrown with groups 

of the date-palm: and tp.nninating ill a sandy beach. A 
rock situated towards the western hatter.v, -torms the west 

side of the entrance.. In the harbour were two vessels, 
one of which having English colours, IlHll! C 11 ::; hope for a 

conveyance of letters to Englanrl ; but we were afterwards 

informed that this ves!'iel was t'll he ,"cry much delayed in 

its passage, being previollsly destined to touch at Lisbon. 
A.t 12 o'dock the 'anchor "ias dropt, Hnd we were jmmedi

ately ready to go on shore. It had been signified to us, 

that the expedition ,vould have to remain here two days 

only; we were therefore anxious to mak e the best use we 

could of our limited time. ~Iost of the officers,· Tudor, 

the ~arc1cncr and my~clt~ went on shore. Our plan was to 
ramble ahout in the ncighhourhond the \ ... ·hole of the after

noon , afterwards to join Fitzmaurice, Galwcy and Cranch,. 

who had ~et out on a fishing-party in a small bay situ[!ted 
to the eastward ; then to· return ,vith them on board ; and, 

before day-break the next morning, to make an excursion 

to the higher mountains of the island , and not 10 return till 
the last moment of our allotted time. Unfortunately, in 
consequence of this plan, we had Dot provided ourselves 
with mOf{' apparatus than would be necessary for all ex-

• 
cursion of a few hours only. Captain Tuckey and the rest 
waited upon the G","ernor. Lockhart alld myself SOOI1 

found of course objects enough to attract our attentiou: 
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signals. in vain ~ fur a boat from the cast battery, under 
which thc ships were lying at anchor. We ran back to the 
town anel down to thc' other place of landing, hoping to 

find them there, but were now inforllled, to our great a!:i

tonishmcnt, that the boat, which had brought us un shore, 

had been upset in the surf \ .... htm going out agai"l, with all 

the ,DiRecrs. Captain Tuckey succeeded in reaching the 
shore hy swimming , and esca ped with the loss of his s\\'ord. 

Licut. Hawkey's foot was entallgled in a rope, and he was 
wi til mllch difficulty and alillost lifeless brought on shore 
by Captain Tuck e'y and a negro . . The f~lt purser wisely 

saved himself on the bottom of the boat. Thlls they all 

got pretty well off~ btlt their fright had made thelll forget 

us entirely . \Ve were therefore once more obliged to 

retun) to the towlI;,llId take tip our Jodg ings at a kind of 

publi c-house, kept hy a f~lt negro woman, to whom we 

left the care of providing fur our dillner, of washill g our 

linen, &('. \V c were hetter U(,CollIIllodatco than we ex

pected . Hef(lTC Jay break we were UpOIi U", alert, look

ing out for the landing of thc gentlemen ti'om the ship, 

with instrllm(:(llts, books, &c. fur our cxcur~ion to thc inte· 

rior of the i&land . We waited impatiently till tcn o'dock, 
but were disappointed , In the mean while we took a walk 
round the town, and descended into the plain to the cast 
side. Here are sC\'cral wells, one of which in particular 
supplies the town with water. It is about threa 1(tthorm decp, 
and its water was the temperature of 7(jo of .Fahrenheit. 

A great nnmber of 'haU~naked negro men and women 

flocked down to fetch water from this well. Tudor, ill his 
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journal, speaking of the latter, observes,. ~hat their whole 
ligure, their lmnging breasts, and other personal accom plish
lnents, maoe our youn,g gentlemen o(the party dream of the 
Vcnuses we should ha,"c to admire in the kingdom of Congo; 

No boat was yet to he seen. ,,'-e had hired a negro cor
poral tor our guide, and that 'vc might not loose morc tim6 
we determined to sct out on our inland journey, tho.ugh 
without instrulIlents, and thougb .our hoxes, which were not 
calculated for a I"ng tour, were already filled with plants. 
Our plan was, if possihle, to proceed this evening to the 

foot of Pica ~lntonio (tlw highest mountain in the island), 

and having re posed oursdn:s in sOllie hut during the night, 

to ascend the summit the tollowing morning; then to cross 

the mountain in a S. W. direction, down the valley Publico 
Grande and Ci,·idad; and lastly, to return by the road 

. leading to EI '.latheo. That part of the island, through 
which we had to pass, is untortunately the most level. 
l'rom the elitE; ncar the sea, rising perpendicularly some 

scores of feet, large tracts of land, scorched by the sun, ex
tend themselves upward.. They are intersected by level 
barrancoes, of which the valley la Trinidad ,js the largest, 
running from two and three Ica,gues from the harbour up 

to the mountains i'l a W. N. W. direction. Through this 
valley, as being the most fertile, we took our way. Its 
lower end i, horizontal, and at lirst. sandy and naked. 
Some solitary trees of a "'limosa were the, first pleasing ob
jects that occurred; and soon afterwards we obsen'ed, for 
the first time, a huge Adansonia, divided into three large 
trunks, thick in proportion to thcir height, with be.nded 
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branches, and , the fruit (Calbufera?} hanging on long 
stalks, Though destitute of leaves, the sight of such a tree 

-maile an agreeable impression, and the fruit 1 found to be 
refreshing. In the upper -part of the valley luxuriant 
thickets of Jatropha curea" and thorny Zizyphi, covered 
with ripe and somewhat acid fruit, were found growing. 
After these follolted lofty fig trees, Annon", with ripe fruit, 
&c. Our first stay was at a hut on the horder of the valley, 
wherc we refrc,hed ourselves with delicious goat's milk. 
The scenery becanie more and more delightful. Shadowy 
mimosre, omnges and fig-trees increase in number. A mul
titude of small F,-ingilld:, an Aleedo with tropical plumage, 
and many other birds /luttered about us. The valley con
tin'ued to expand itself. New plants .occurred in quick 
sllccession, and different kinds of cultivated trees became 
more and more frequent. For the first time we discovered 
a whole thicket of Cassiajistula with ripe fruit, and for tbe 
'first time bad Tudor the striking sight of EmU/nus, CactUJ 
oJlUntia, &c. Of all the plants I have hitherto seen, none 
appeared more interesting to me than Asclepias pracera, 
which bere Ift'ws half wild like the shrubs in a thicket. 

-All-at once' we were called from out of the vallcy by 
Tudor. - -It'. !eemed that our guide, John Corea, had no 
great iocljmitioo'of venturing too far, without partaking 
of some n;freshmentj and that he had discovered a conve
nient1spot.for us to eat, our dinner. A fowl, with the root 
ofceasava ,and same eggs, supplied us with a very good' 
,meal. ",While,lt -was p,:epariog, ,,;e took a ramble up the 

riaingJl'OWld to the westward; anerwards, having finished 
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our. meal, we p.-oceeded on . our jonrney. in the valley, 
which, froID the eminences, was scen mo.t t!o its advantage. 
A part of it, which was wider th~u usual, was planted with 
indigo. caSSIlva, and sugar-canes of light green colonr, and 
interspersed with groups of Pi~ang, oranges, Anno""" &c . . 
mixed 'with solitary tall cocoa-palms. Farther . on, the 
valley winded np the mountains, and lott itself on' their 
eminences. We had soon descend&d and pursued our 
way between the gardens along a rivulet, that ran from 
the upper end of the valley, and after having watered and ' 
fertilized this beautiful spot, here lost itself: We found 
tl1e inhabitants "ery hospitable and good-natured. A rich 
farmer ihvited us into his house to drink tamarind lemon
ade; on arriving.at it, we soon observed that it indicated 
a wealthy uivner. He was governor, it seemed, of this dis
trict, and possessed a greai part of the valley and the 
above-mentioned plantations. Here we saw the only 
vi,le;9ard which had yet occurred, and a large Ailantll ... · 

in flower. 
The harranca now became narrower. We proceeded 

along it. eastern bank across its lower part.,nd upwards 
Oil a gently rising and naked ground. It grew 'dark ·be
fore we had advanced further than three leagues . . The 
numerous objects in OUf way, and the tardiness pf my fel
low travellers, ,had much delayed us. We came to aOQ

ther barranco well watered aud fertile, and soon arrived .at 
a group of houses, where we were weUreceived; -enter
tain"d as usual witb goat's milk an'd cheese; and had .mats. 
fur our sleeping upon. 'I'he name of this place. is iPq>J"'" 
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Close to the houses was a .teep rock, upon which ·I·found 
several interesting plants, and among them a beautiful new 
£O:ve"dula, and several others met with in the Canaries. 
Below was a clear spring, overshadowed by Pisangs and 
cocoa-trees. Its temperat.ure was one degree higher than 
the well at Porto, though we' had ascended' to the height of 
about 1000 feet: . 

At day-break 'we heard a shot from ~he harbour, which 
made us doubtful whether we should proceed on our jour
ney, but not perceiving, on looking through the telescope, 
any blue flag hoisted, we continued leizurely to walk up- . 

• wards. We had not advanced fur when the appearance of 
the country became entirely changed. After having for 
some tinle seen nothing, on the other side of the cultivated 
ground, but. tracts of land scorched by the sun, and in 
some places overgrown with Spermacocc 1Jerticillata and a 
few Sidte, it was .an unexpected sight to, perceive the. hills 
covered with grass, from one to t.wo feet high, being a 
species of Panis.tum whose tropical nature was discovered 
by its ramifications. Innumerable herd~ of gnats, sheep, 
and .cattle "ere feeding all around .. It had struck' me 
tlmt of the·.whole family of the Euphorbia"",£, which are 
peculiar to a great pint of the African countries, from the 
Ca.naries to the Cape of Good Hope, the Jatropha only 
is .• here to be 'met witb, and this too is a foreign importa
tion. ' 'Inthe small level valleys on the sides of the grassy 
·lIlOIfIttainsl· I Pl'rceived groul's of a shrub, which had 
someuuog hew in its appearance, aDd on approaching' it, 
lfolll1ci at Jtyt an Eupkorbia, ~t ·bore so n~ar a resem-
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blance to piscatoria, as scarcely to be distinguished from it. 
I lilet successively with several old acquaintances Qn the 
hills, as for instance, a Bupthaimum seric<mm; mosl ofthelll 

. however, in the Canaries, are growing in the lowest region. 
Another beautiful view opened to the east. The valley 

of St. Domingo lay under our feet, belween perpendicular 
rocks. South American and tropical fruit trees, planta
ti,ms of sugar and . other vegetables, in various places, and 
at the bottom a rivulet, formed by several streams spring
ing from the ste~p rocks around, afforded a most delight
ful view of contrasting objects. We had now reacbed tbe 

. ridge of the mountains, and followed it for some time over 
valleys and bills partly covered with high gruss, and inter
spersedEuphorb;lf, latrophacurcas, and some solitary Mimosa. 

The day was already far advanced, and O!' seeing tbe 
Peak again before us, we found the a.scending it would 
take the remaining part of our time, and that the way we , 
had followed, tbough it was the most commodious, was 
at the same time the longest. We resolved, tberefore, 
to limit our farther journey to tbe ascent of one of tbe 
conlcal bills that surrounded us, in order 10 take as ex
tensive a view of the i'sland as possible; and tben to n.. 
turn. Corea was dispatched to the nearest shepherd~ 
hut to procure U8 some milk. We gave up our Ii .. t pkln 
with less regret; by considering tliat we had brought · no 
barometer with liS; · but in return we missed many ' in
teresting plants; the number of w'hich continued increil8iug. 
as we walked on; We had soon reached the summit ;of 
the nearest. hill tq the ll'ft; and to . theS\luth-.... est;· it~·· 
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level land through which we had travelled, comprehend
ing the whole barranco of Trinidad down to. Puerto, was 
spreadi'ng itself under our feet. Farther on to the west 
somenills were seen, between which another barranco was 
winding its course down t<l Pltblieo grande.' The ridge 
of mountains runs in the directio.) of the longest diameter 
of the island from S. E. to N. W., but it runs nearer the 
sea and with steeper declivities at the N. E. than at the 
opposite side. The valley of St. Domingo isone of the 
deep barrancos to this side, and thcre arc prohably mo'e 
of them farther on. Thei.· st.eep side towards the ridge 
of the mountains, as also. the Pi co Anlonio itself have a 
complete hasaltic appearance. No trace of real vol
canoes w"re to be seen. The hills to the W.S.W. have a 
more volcanic fonn, and it is in this . direction. that the 
high peak of the island of Fogo is'Situated, hut this we 
untilltuuatcly cOl1ld uot discover through the clouds. 
Pico Antonio is very stcep at its western side. At the 
opposite side it would be easy to ascend it; the highest 
summit perhaps, only' excepted. Its perpendicular height 
is scarcely more than ' 5000 feet, and from the place 
l!Ihere we. slood, about 3000 feet. Pico occupies about 
the middle of the' ridge of the mountains,.which is con
tinued to the N. and N. W. by mountains more round
ed, .Ilutn,ot much lower. Its geological features, to con
j:1~4!' trQm the structure of the mountains, do not in any 
f\I"'QtiaI .wint deviate from those of the grand Canaria. 
All tile· spepmens of minerals which I collected, .are prin
c.iPll!llf i~!~e i\8 ·thoae foond in .the latter island. 
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A~ordiDg to the notices which are to be found on some 
maps, there . can be no doubt 'that the f.:>ur islands to the 
N.W.N. are of the same submarine .volcal)ic nature. 
Mayo and Bonavista may \le compared wi\h the 10wer 
part of St. Jago, and Fogo is in all l.ikelihoocl the only 
volcanic one. The clifIlate of the island is delightful, 
and considerjng its situation within the tropics, it is re
markablytemperate. Of this the nature of the vegetation 
gave evident proofs. There were found very few tropical 
plants in proportion to the number of those which are 
common in temperate countries. The temperature which 
has· been given for its wells probably does not much differ 
from the mean temperature (isothermo. ) of tbe island 
It was with difficulty I could dmw ' the information from 
the iuhabitants tha~ it is IlOW about a month or six weeks 
since the rainy season commenced. The Adansoma, 

Jatroph", and ZizipllUs were already stripped of their 
leaves, and the Mimosa was producing lIew ones. Alm(lst 
all allnual plants were decayed by drought. The rainy 
season was said to last from five to six months, and to 

continue to the end of September. The atmosphere, after 
being heated in traversing the continent of Africa, is after. 
wards fully saturated in passing over the sea, and arrives 
at this i><land in a humid state, so that the fog comesd",wu 
at the slightest degree of cooling. . The mountain., even 
those of less height, are almost cODstantly covered )I'iIh. 

clouds. At the height of 1400 to . 1500 feet, the ap
pearance pf the country -is .QOmpletely changed. TIie. 
hills are covered ~ilh grass of a vopical form IIDd "IagN-
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tude. A number of small streams spring up in the · bar
rancos and 'water the valleys. "The cultivation is extended 
with success to the tops of the hills. This sudden trans
ition was, as usual, very striking in the plants, which in-·. 
duced me to represent in a table their physical and geo
graphical distribution." Whether the still higher parts of 
Pica Antonio might possess a third physical.di,·ersity we 
could not determine, but this is hardly prol;able. The 
whole number of the different plants collected did not 
exceed eighty, among which' about a dozen' are new' 
species, and perhaps one ncw genus. We did not see .nny 
of the green monkeys that inhabit the steep hills in great 
number, but many of them were brought on board by tb(: 
inhabitants. It was near 1100n.· We waited a long while 
for Coren,llnd' sent Lockart to fetch hiul. Corea return
ed !>y another road, and we waited again a long while for 
Lockhart, but resolved at last to leave a direction for hini 
to'follow, and to hasten back on 'ollr return. At Faaru 
we hired two jack-asses in order to save tiioe, and gallop-" 
ed off by a 'shorter way 'actoss the plain. But I almost 
swore never more to make use of these animals, bec8\tse 
by being obliged to beat them continually, our arms were. 
as muc'h fatigued as our feet would have been by running. 
Lockhart arrived nearlins soon as ourselves . . The officers 
alid .themarines w.ere on shore; ond on being infotmed that 
the ,'~.els were not to put to sea until the wind was fall', 
ft-iwalkeci quietly back agaill to the town, to·remain there 
.tt*iD1l'tbetlimirt. It wa.: OD. the' eve of Mnunday Thursday. 

~. ' . " ". . 
s,:e .-'1'czIl,t~'t the end ol 'tbe, Sectiom , 
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A procession with wretched music mo,'ed ronnd the mar
ket-pl.ace. W ~ utiderstood ·from 'the officers, that seve~al 
curious circumstances bad taken place. ,Tbe governor bad 
peen washing the feet of some of tbe poor inhabitant •. 
Judas Iscariot was banged in effigy, ,and bad received 
some hard thumps by way of chastisement, and so forth. 
The governo, had invited Eyres and Galwey to dinner, an 
hospitality whicb proved to be ratberinterested, he bimself 
and the noble lady, his consort, begging as presents for 
every thing they saw or could imagine to be on board the 
sbip. All the provisions that are brought to market, pass 
ill a manner through the hands of the governor, and their 
price is enhanced by the duty, whicb is applied:to the de
fraying the expenses formaintliining tbe garrison and the 
civil government. The colony probably doe"not,afford any 
revenue. to the government, nor c1,arge il with any Ilx· 
penses; for which reason the communication with the 
mother-country is.very little, or none at all. Alin.,s! all 

ihe inhabitants oftbe lower classes are black people. Eyres 
came the following morning· ashore, in order to fetch .the 
remainder of the ,provisions, consisting of goats, sheep, 
fruits, &c. to which we added' a quantity of onmges, 
peaches, &c. ' Captain Tuckey, Hawkey, and Galwey 
had been at the 'end of La Trinidail, and i~ anotber swlill 
barranco 'whi~b 'is the country-seat' of the gOO'erilbr~ 
Cranch had been rambling about the plain, and ' shOt a 
Dumber of birds. Fitzmaurice, and Galwey, on the firSt 
morning, bad been very successful in fishing' in the bat; 
but the boat ""~ upset, by which they loetthe lialil!i. 
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The last of these misfortunes happened to }'it.zmaurice 
and Galwey in the morning of the day of our departure. 
As they were going on shore with a view of making triw 
gonomctrical obsesvations, the boat was again upset. 
The instruments nearly escaped being lost, and the gentle
men saved themselves at the expense of some bruises only. 

DlSPOSlTIO GEOGItAI'IIICA l"alltarll"fll quas legi in insuLa 
Sli. Jacobi die oX" el .ri-· · Calend. Aprilis; circa porlltnl. 
Pray'" in convalle Trinidad ci monlibus Pico SI. Anlonio 

cO'ifiniblls a~ altitudinem cireiler 3000 pedum. 

A. Regio itiferiol': ' arida, 1500 ped. circiter alta. 
I. P lantce tropic(c. 

a. Propri{c. 
Mimosa glandulosa. MS. 
Convolvolus jacob",us. do. 
____ alfinis eriospermo. do. 

Boerbavia suberosa. sp. nov. - do. 
-_ depressa. ditto do. 
G I yeina punctala. do. 
Smilacina anomala genns forte novum. do. 

b. Senegalenscs. 
Adansonia digitata. 
Achyrantbes tomento"a. MS. 
Spermaeoee vertieillata; ctiam in Jamaica. 
Momordiea Senegalensis. 
Cardiospermnm hirsntnm. 
Sonebus goreensis 

. K k 
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c. Introduct" Am.ri.an.e 1Ium quasi i1ldigena: 
proparles tropicas. 

Jatropha curea •. 
Anona tripetala. 
Tribulus cistoides. 
Argemone mexicana. 
Solanum furiosum? 
Datura mete!. 
Cassia oecidentalis. 
Ipomea pilosa. 
Eclipta erecta b. 
Malva ciliata ? 
Sid a polycarpa? 
-_. repens? 
-- micans? . 

d. Introductte Asiaticce num .quasi indigena. 
J usticia malabarica. 
Calotropis procera. 
Abrus preeatorius. 
Plumbago. 

ll. PlantfE ZonfE temperatfE. 
a. P.r0p,·ifE. 

MS. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

Herniaria illieebroide •. sp. nov. MS. 
Zygophyllum s!ellulatum, sp. noy. do. 
Lotus jaconreus. 
Zyzyphus insularis. - MS. 
Antirhinum molle. do 
Borago gruina. do. 
Lavendula apiifolia, sp. nov. do. 
Polycarpia glauca, do. do . . 
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b . Canarienses. 
Siderilis punctata ? 
Heliotropium plebeium. Balik,. Herb. 
Lotus glaucus. 
Eranthemurn salsoloides. 
Sacharum 'l'enerifa:. 
Physalis somnifera. 
Polygonum salicifolium. 
Sida Canariensis ? 

c . Boreali-:-Ajricana, '1"'" simul CanarionlC'. 
Cucumis colocynthis. 
Aloe perfolia tao 
Tamarix gallica, var. camlriensis. 
Phrenix dactylifera. 
Cenchrus ciliatus. 
Celsia betonicrefolia. 
Comelina africana. 
Achyranthus.argcntea. 
Corchorus trilocularis. 

d . Capenses. 
Sarcostemma nudum. 
Forskohlea candida. 

B. Regio {;uperior .. Itumida grall/inosa; iDter altis 1500 
3002 ped. et forsan lid summll cacumina usque. 

a. Propria . 
. Euphorbia arborescens, sp. nov. 
Pennisetum ramosum. 
Campanula jacobrea sp. nov. 
P<>lygala? 
Lotuslanatus sp. nov. 

.. 
MS. 

do 
MS 

1I1S· 
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Spermacoce? llive7'S. genu.li. videter. MS. 
};'estuca? 

b. Canariellses. 
Bupthahnum sericeullJ. 
Thymus thcrebinthinaceus. . 
Sidcl'oxylon lIlarmulana? (Madeira) 
}'cstuca (rracilis. 

" c. 4~feridiollali-Europea!, q1.ue cti-a1Tl in CnJlfll'iell. 

Silenc gallica. 
Oxalis corniculata. 
Sisymbrium nasturtium. 
Centaureum aUlumnale. 
Anagallis certllea. 

Radiola milligrana. 
Gnaphalium? 

d. Capenses. 

Crotalaria procumbens. 
Hed yotis mpensis. 

c. Alnericanre introductce? 
Evolvolus lauatus. 
Tagetes elongata, 
Indeterminabiles absque.florc et fi'Uctu. 
Compositre annure, (duo) 
Liliacea. 
Convolmlus. 
Trutex. No. 90. 
Ceuchrus. 
Crypsis. 
Bilabiata. 

MS. 
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SECTION 11. 

From St. Jago to the Mottth 'if" tlte River Zaire. 

WE weighed anchor about noon of the 12th, the wind 
blowing fresh from off the island. At 5 o'clock, the fog at 
the hori2on having disappeared, we got sight of the peak 
of Fogo, which reared itself above the skies. Though at a 
distance of 14 leagues, the sun, which was setting behind 
the island, afforded us a distinct and beautiful view of its 
form. The height of the peak probably is not less than 
7000 feet, which is considerable for a spot of so small a 
circumference. The following days we proceeded at a 
moderate rate towards S.B. till the 19th, when the wind 

. dying away, veered somewhat to the suuth. We had 
caIrn weather and squalls alternately. Thus we found 
onrselves in that miserable region which has been so much 
spoken of as exposed to an everlasting calm and violent 
rains. The wind that accompanied them generally blew 
from the south; which ohliged us to tum tbe ship's lJead 
towards the coast of Africa. The horizon was constantly .. 
foggy. In the eyening dark clouds arose from the east, 
and fiashes of lightning gleamed al\ the night. The west 
was generally clear, sometimes with scattered dark clouds, 
which at the setting of the sun, being tinged with an in-
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finite nuiety of co1ours, presented 3n interesting nppear~ 

:wee never witnessed in the northern hemisphere without. 
the tropic. The other parts of the canopy of heaven were 
mostly bright, except when they were overcast with a 
squall. The wind that preceded and lollowed the latter 
was seldom strong, hut the rain fell in such torrents and 
in such large drops, as to keep the surface of the water 
smooth. We had not any opportunity of making ob
sen·ations on the uepth of the sea. The polar-star was 
sinking low towards the horizon, and it was with di/licult.v 
we could discover it for the fog, in order to hid it farewell, 
for God knows how long a time. New cOllstellations 
,,.ere making their appearance towards the south. The 
hright.glimmering stars of the Cross and the beautiful 
(arm of the Scorpion, were seen in the course of the night. 
The heat during the day was intense, but I did not feel 
greater inconvellience from it, than 1 had expericnce:d 
upon former occasions. The evenings were cool and 
agreeable. During the last fourteen days I was oCl'upied 
with examining the plants I had collected in St. Jago, 
alld this employment being now finished, I am about to 
make some sketches of the phy8i<:al objects of that island. 
On the evening of the 28th, l'itzmaurice and myself set 
Ollt in a boat to make obsen'ations on the current. The· 
sea waS I]~tc smooth, hut a gentle swalling from the west, 
a"d an uncommonly dark cloud from that 'Iuarter, indica
ted all approaching change in the state of the weather. In 
the night I was awakened by the motion of the vessel, and 
Oil arising, I saw the Congo ag-ain tak.en in tow, aod the 
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vessels proceeding with a brisk agd cool westerly wind. 
We are now at the distance of 14 to 15 leagues (Jlliv from 
the coast of Africa. ShoulrJ tht' wind continue as it is, we 
shall soon reach the latitude of Cal'e Palma., and probably 
then be out of this hot and tedious pacific ocean,. and ap
proach the line, when, I suppose we shall Iwve to go 
!hrough the usual ceremony of being shaved by Neptune. 
Our whole party continues to be cheerful and agreeable. 
Poor Cranch is almost too much the object of jest. Galwcy 
is the principal banterer. 

April SO. To day we had the most violent squall we 
yet had witnessed, and the Captain himself owned that he 
had never seen a horizon so dark as that, to~vards which 
we were now sailing this afternoon. At the horizon flashes 
of lightning crossed each other in the deep darkness, 
which soon surrounded us. The rain, falling in torrents, 
and accompanied by !lashes of lightning in rapid succes
sion, approached OIS. We could no longer gaze at this 
dreadful phrenomenon, but were obliged to retteat into the 
cabin. Alier somewhat more than the half of the squall 
had passed us, we ventured up again, and enjoyed the 
most sublime scene of the whole heaven beautifully illumi
nated by flashes of lightning. It generally darted forth 
{rom two points, now rising like spouts of water, now run
ning in zigzag, and spreading itself into illllumerabJe 

branchi~g shapes. No lightning I had seen if! Europe 
bore any resemblance to this. 

From !he th~rd to !he tenth of May we had a southeriy 
wind, that carried u~ far into the Bay of Guinea. Innu-
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mcrable shoals of fish ol>difterent kinds, bllt rhiefty AlbicoTc 
and BOllitos, were swimming in all direr-tions. Every day 
some of them werc caught. Flocks of birds belonging to 
the tropical regions and -now and then some men-of-war 
birds we." seen. From the lOth, the weather has been 
frequcntly calm; but the squalls have somewhat abated. 
To day a man died on board, who had been sick a long 
time. On opening him, a quantity·of coagulated and ex
tra"asate" hlood was . found in tbe pericardium. It was 

not without some emotion tllat I witnessed for the first time 
a burial at sea, Tuckey read the prayers, and two sailors 
in white shirts lowered him over the side. The common . . 
story that the sick recover, when tbe ship comes in sound-
ings, was not i~ his case verified. 

14th. In the aflernoon we had the very amusing sight 
of a great multitude of fishe" tlying over the surface of 
thewaterand chased by albieores, which hurried after them 
with the swiftness of an arrow. The chase took place close 
to the vessel. 

15th A 'number of brown - - - indicated that we, were 
not far from land; and on the 16th in the morning, we 
came in sight of Prince's island, at the distance of about 
ten leagues. This island had a singular appearance. Steep 
rocks of a cubical and conical form aro.e towards N. E . 
and E., SOllie of which, on the side we passed, were per
pendicular, and white as chalk. It is difficult to assign a 
reawn for tliis white colour. Their forms prove that they 
are basaltic ro"ks, but no white substance, as far as I know, 
occurs in su~h large masses in this formation. Some of the 



PROFESSOR SMITH'S JOURNAL. 25; 

gentlemen supposed this colour to be owing to the multi
tudes of water-rowls which fr.equent these rocks;. but the 
number is scarcely conceh'able that would be requisite to. 
supply matter for covering rocks of the height of 2000 to 
3000 feet, and of s~h a suhstanee as to make it .appear at 
so great a distance. The next two or three days we endea
voured to get to the westward, ill order to pass St. Thoma. 
on the west side, that we might not make the coast of 
Mriea before we· had passed the latitude of Cape Lopez .. 

May 18. This day we got ~ight of the island; and on 
the 21st we passed its north-west side, at the distance of 
two or three leagues, and were now arrived at the lowest 
degree of the northern hemisphere. The island is uncom
monly high, its ridge of mountains rising in a peak (St. 
Anna), which cannot be of less height than 8000 feet: yet, 
on looking through the telescope, we discovered the moun
tains covered with trees up to their very summits. What 
an in"iting sight! how many .new:and interesting objects 
the natural hi.torian has passed for centuries, without be
stowing a moment's notice on them! We know little or 
nothing oftbese islands, thougb they are',ituated as it were 
.in the midst of a track whicb bas been forages one orthe 
most frequented Ly vessels of all nations, while immense 
collections of plants and animals have been brought toge
ther from Australia, China, the East Indies, and South
Amenca. For the last eight days we made a cruise, which · 
was perhaps unnecessary, in order to pass to the westward 
of St. Thomas. How 1 could h~ve wished to have spent 

these days on .the i&land ! 



258 PROFESSOR SMITH'S JOURNAL. 

May 23. In the course of this morning we crossed the 
line. All the sons of Neptune were now busy in their 
preparations for a visit from his Tritons; who' soon made 
their appearance with their hair dressed with hempen tails, 
their backs striped with tar, their head& covered with large 
caps, and gave notice to the Captain of the arrival of the . 
God of thc Sea, which was instantly announced by the 
sound of fifes and drums. 

(Here follows a long detailed account if the ridiculous ceremoni .. 
performed on Ihose •• ho for the first time crolS the Equator , 
whicll ,- nelD and amusing as tl,e,V were to Dr. Smith, do not 

delerve insertion here.] 

We continued to steer towards the west till the 26th, but 
tbe wind veering more and morc to the eastward, it was 
resolved to try the other course along the coast. The sea 
is here uncommonly abundant in fish. The whole surface 
is often put in motion by the flying-fishes, when chased by 
others. Their number is immense. Shoals of them con
stantly surrounded the vessel, and at night they giv~ out a ' 
w!'ite light, resembling that of the moon, when reflected by 
the sea. It was also chielly at night that we were enabled 
to catch, wi~h the net, tbe greatest number of mollusca and 
crustar-ea. Many different substances contribute to make 
the surface of tbe sea light. Some parts of the bodies of 
most of the crustacea have certain glittering points, ilUd 
two or three species of crabs were perceived to give out tbe 
most brilliant light. The points, which are to be seen on 

. the mollusca are larger, bbt less bright. But that luminous 



PROFESSOR SMITH'S JOURNAL. 269 

appearance which diffuses itself over the whole Burface of 
the sea, arises from a dissolved slim)' matter, which spreads 
its light like that proceedIng f,,!m phosphorus. The most 
minute glittering particles, when highly magnified, had the 
appearance of small and solid spherical bodies. 

May 28. We saw for the first time this day one of those 
floating islands, often mentioned, and which pl'Obably 
come out of one of the rivers of Africa. The Captain per
mitted us to put out a boat, in oreler to eXc~TlIinc it. It 
was about 120 'eet in length, and consisted of reeds, re
sembling the DOllflX, and a species of Agroldisl among 
which were still growing some branches of .Iustida .; and in 
the midst of these were seen a number of anilllals (&piIC) ? 
}'or many days past the seawwat.er has been uricommonly 
cold. We were probably in soundings, though we could 
not reach the bottom with a line of 120 fathom.. I am 
often up at night fishing tor marine animals, of some of 
whjeh I make sketches. 

June 2d. We this day got sight of the continent of 
Africa for the .first time. The land was very low, but 
we did not" approach it sufficiently near to be able to 
describe its appearance. The 3d and 4th we continued 
under the land with a southerly wind .. The Captain re
solved to stand out again to the westward, which course 
we followed, cruising till the 14th, but found that the wind 
was veering more and more against us, and becoming 
the steady tropical westerly (? easterly) wind. We stood 
in a second time for the coast, and got in sight of it on 
the 18th . . In the morning we descried a large vessel. All 
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on board believed it to be one of His Maje'ty" ships, which 
,~crc known to be station~d here for· the preventing of 
the slave trade. All were immediately. blisy wilh writing 
letters. On coming up, howe,'er .. we felt no slllall disap
pointment on bei/lg informed that it was an East India
man going to St. Helena. I had indulged a hope of 800::b

iog my poor mother's anxiety on my account. \Ve were 
now at a distance of two or three leagnes from the coast, 
of which we had a distinct view. The shore consists of 
black perpendicular rocks, with yellowish streuks rnnning 
in the s<\JTle direction, and mixed with larger spots of the 
same colour; and Jo,",rer uo\'\-'n resembling beds of pumice
stone. Behind these rocks a broad ridge' arises covered 
with tree., some of which scattered here and there greatly 
over-topped the rest. In some places we obserred plains 
of considerahle extent, and of a yellowish colour, pro
bably owing to the dry grass; we observed also clouds of 
smoke, proving that the clistom of setting dry grass on (ire 
i~ even here prevalent. Several leaves and pieces of wood 
floated past on the water. About the p'arallel of Cape 
Yamba, and at some di.tance from the shore; is a conical 
hill, the height of which, though it is the highest part of 
31) exlensi,-e ridge, did not appear to exceed 1000 feet. 
The JOllgit!lde of this coast ~ very erroneously marked 
on the charts, so ·that according to the most recent, and 
we may suppose the best, it appeared from several good 
lunar observations, we should have been sailing hiland to 

a considerahle distance. 
June 14th. A dead albatros (a bird rarely to · be met 
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with so far to the north,} was .fished up. On the goth, a 
'yhale was 'swimming .close to the vessel. For the last 
eight or ten days the weather has been humid and foggy. 
The Captain now communicated to us his instructions re
lative to OUf. conduct in our future excursions. They are 
such as to afford a satisfactory proof of his liberal conduct 
towards us. We have two Congo negroes un board, both 
of whom speak English. One of them, named Ben," acts 
as my servant; but as Ben · left his natire country when 
'twdve years of age, and as the other is hut very little ac
quainted with the English language, we have no\ profited 
luueh by their information. 

We have for some days past been proceeding at a re
gular but slow rate along the coast. The sea-breeze ge
nerally ~ets in at noon from S.\V., and carries us somewhat 
forwards to the south. We now auchor in shallow water 
at the distance of two or three leagues from the shore. 
The country here is very low, and thickly corcrcd with 
wood : The coast has a sandy beach, on whi('h we c:1l1 
distinctly see the breakers, and hear them roar at night. 

June 23. We anchored at a distance of three leagues 
from the shore, and had a beautiful view of it. 'fh0 thick 
forests, which rise in two, and ·sometimes three successive , 
n,nges behind otle another, varied by plains covered lVitl\ 
grass of a light green colour, though they present an in
teresting 'appearance, nearly resemhling that of the woody 
shorel of the Danish islands, indicate at the same time, as t:,r 
as may be judged at a distance, a great uniformity of the 
country itaelf. aad of its uatural productions. By lookill!, 
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through the telescope I did not discover any difference, in 
the form or colour of the trees. Some of them scattered 
ahout towards the beach appeared higher than the rest, 
and were probably' palms of the cocoa tribe, The pieces 
of wood which we have fished up, do not present any 
variety in their appearauce, Ben asserts that the banks 
of the river Congo are perfectly similar to this shore, 
WhlMes (probably Physeter , , ' , ) are seen daily swimm
ing near the vessel. We catch every day a number of 
Sparns resembling Pagrus, Its flesh, though dry, has a 
very good taste, On the 28th we had passeu that vast 
trael- of lanu, the appearance of which has been here de-, 
scribed, extending from Cape Mayambo through Malambo 
anu Guilango down 10 the bay of Loango, In the two last 
days the aspect of Ihe country has changed, The trees 
,10 not limn thewselvcs into forests, but are scattered in 
groups only, or ,tHnu singly, having uncommonly large 
tOp8. These groups might be ' discovered from a great 
distance, c,'en when the whole country presented itself 
only as a blue line, bordered by ,a gently rising ground 
apparently naked, with hanks of a greyish white colour, 
which probably are banks of clay that have liIllen down, 

To-day we made several,atternpts before we could weigh 
the anchor, The current was very strong, and the bottom, 
wbich before consisted of a sandy clay, Was here uncom
monly uneven, with banks of coral rocks and mud alter
nately, Although the sea-breeze blew fresh, the vessel 
made not the loost progress. On weighing the anchor for 
the fourth time, we found it now to be so difficult, that 
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we were ohliged at last to cut the cable. To-day, the 
29th, in the afternoon, we are again under sail. We have 
IlScertaineti that we already must have passed the southern 
point of the bay of Loango, although this point on all our 
charts is placed much /i,tthcr to the southward. Thc 
weather is clearing up and the heat is again encreasing. 
The nights ar .. resembling those we had in the bay of 
Guinea, the atmosphere being clear, except at the horizon, 
where it is foggy. The sea-breeze enables us to ge,t to 
the southwards; and we shall soon see a new hemisphere, 

. with ncw constellations appearing at night. Thc' sea
kreeze generally continues until midnight, but is not fol
lowed by any.land-bree~e at all, the weather continuing 
calm until the sea-breeze sets in again at noon, or some
what later. This may be partly explained by supposing, 
that by the returning current of the air in the higher regions 
of the atmosphere; the eqilibrium is restored; a supposition 
which is the more probable from the far.!, that the fog, 
which had been driven together towards the shore; . as 
soon as the calm.comes on, again covers the heavens, which 
before wcre clear; but the principal reason of the want of 
the land-bteeze may probably be this, that the great cur
rent of air setting from the two coasts of this nartow. part 
of Africa towards the interior, is deflected towards the 
north, where the continent is greatly extended. and where 
the heat is much more intense. 

Some days ago the sea had a colour as of blood. Some 
of us supposed it to be owing to the whales, which at this 
lillie approacl. the coasts in order to bring forth their 
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young .. It is however a phenomenon which is generally 
known, has often been described, and is owing to myriads 
of infused animalculre: I examined' some of t~m I"ken 
in this blood-colOlued water: when highly magnified, they 
do not appear larger than the head of a small pin. They 
werc at first in a rapid motion, which however soon 
ceased, and at. the same instant the whole animal separated . . 
into a number or small spherical particles. The sea has 
.. gain assumed a reddish appearance; but this is probably 
owing to mud, that has been dissolved. We have of late 
not had any sick on board. When wc were in the bay of' 
Guinea, several symptoms of a putrid fever were dis. 
covered; hut this disorder, as also a peri pneumonia that 
frequently_ occurred, and sometimes was very violent, 
were easily cured, 

July lst. This morning we found ouroelves near the 
coast at the large mouth of the river Loango Luisa, on 
the south side of it. 'fhis river is called Caconga in the 
chart; and in the place where Laango Luisa is marked, 
no river exi,ts. The coast before u\ haLl perpendicular 
cliff •. towards the sea. Its banks consist of a reddish 

substance, which, as far as may be judged from a piece of 
about one footin length, which wastaken up with the anchor, 
is a hardened chalky clay or marl. Their upper part, 
which is flat, is over-grown with scattered groups of palms 
and other solitary trees. The bay of Malarnbo is situated 
lower down within the banks. The harbollr of Malambo, 
as also that of Cabenda, which is next to it, were fo"!,erly 
the principal trading-places of the French on this -coast. 
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At noon we went all upon deck on hearing the Captain 
hailing some candes lhat were in sight. They soon came 
along-side. This circumslance, more than the aspect of 
the country, reminded us of the place in which we were. 
On 'looking at the hollow trunks of which their canoe. 
were made, each push~d forwards by two or three naked 
negroes, who stood upright .in them, the figures resembling 
those I had seen in South-sea voyages were brought to 
my mind. TIll' canoes were from twelve to fourteen feet 
in length, and fro 111 one to one foot and a third in breadth, 
and about as much i .. depth; the upper part of the side. 
were somewhat bent outwards, the bottom was flat, and 
bot.h eIWs pointed. The oars were made of a rounded . . 
flat piece of wood, fastened to a staff. A halt~dressed 

negro addressed us in English, and appeared very much 
pleased by being aqswered in the same language, and in
vited on board. . JJe called himself Tom Liverpool, and 
said he was the interpreter of tl,e Mafook, whose visit he 
came to announce; bnt he appeared to be greatly astonish
ed.on beiug tolcl that we were not come for the sake of 
trade . . The Mafook came soon after in an Eur .. pean 
boat, bearing a small white flag, and he had an umbrella 
over hi. head. He welcomed ·us in the English language. 
They were all invit.ed into the cabin, and the conversation 
became general, . partly in broken English, and partly in 
somewhat better Fren.eh. They were very much alarmed 
on hea~irig from us, that hereafter .no other nation except 
the'Portuguese, could carryon the slave-trade with them; 

and. on&of tbem, con~ideriDg the King of Engla~d as the 



266 PROFESSOR SMITH'S JOURNAL 

calise of it, broke out into a violent passion, abusing and 
calling him" the devil." The inhabitants of Malambo, 
who were formerly wealthy, since the abolition of the slave 
trade, have become very poor, because their town was 
little more than the general market-place for the disposal 
of slaves, having 'no other source o~ profit, t.han what th(lse 
slaves from the interior and the trade of the harbour affor

ded them. 
After having refreshed themselves wilh a glass of hrandy, 

and with great appetite partaken of our biscuit, filling their 
pockets with it at the same time, it ~as resolved that the 
Mafook, with some of his gentlemen, should remain on 
board during the night, and that in the mean time~e boat 
should be sent on shore, and return with refreshments the 
next morning. They now put on their court-dresses, which 
they had brought with them. One appeared in the coat 
of all American officer, another in a red waistcoat, a third 
in a sailor's red jacket, the Mafook himself in a red cloak. 
All uf them had a piece of coloured -stuff Wnlpped round 
their loins, and a skin worn as an apron. Their legs were 
nakeQ. Those, who called themselves. gentlemen, wore 
caps of several sorts, mostly red caps with tops, but the 
Mafook and two others wore round caps, that we.., made 
in the country itself, and neatly embroidered.' They were 
presents from the king, who -gives them on appointing 
anyone to the office of Mafook. The Mafook (Tamme 
Gamma) had worn his cap six mQDths only, hnt his prede
cessor, who was with him and retained the title, had ";om 
his cap for ten years. On showing them the _ pla~ in ;the -
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voyage of Grandpre, it was fonnd that Tatu Derpollts, at 
that time Mafook of Malambo, who is represented on thi~ 
plate, was .the uncle of Tamme Gomma. But the luxuri
ous • - - - and polite manner with wbich Grand prc was 
received b.y th" former, was very much contrasted with the 
poverty of the latter. Tamme Gomma was ·a man of the 
middle age, tall and well ~ormed, with an interesting and 
noble countenance, ",hieh resembled more that of an Amb, 
than of a Negro. This was the case with several of his re
tinue. He wore oyer his shoulders a riband with a fetishe 
of some inches in length and breadth, representing two 
figures in a sitting posture, each of them holding a globe 
in their.4fms: they were tolerably well executed. Grandpr6 
observes of these figures that they have European features, 
and the resemblancc struck us immediately. They had high 
bare foreheads, aqualine noses, painted white; and bore 
some resemblance· to the Egyptian, and in some parts to 
the Etruscan figures. Those of the hetter sort of people 
wore skins of a kind of tiger, bllt the rest ,,'ore simply 
skins of calf. All of them wore round their necks pieces 
of-cord twisted from the hair of elephants' tails, and ahove 
the wrist a thick ring of iron or copper, with figures, the 
execution of which proved that tbey have some skill in 
working these metals. Most of them how.Cl·er wore rings 
of iron. Tbey told us, thdt both these metals were abund
ant in the interior, \)ut that the country produced no gold 
dlHt. We showed them samples of beads and small 
looking-gllUlses, &c. in order to be informed of what value 
they considered. thein to be, which, as merchants, they un-




