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ADVERTISEMENT. 

TH F. Author is sensible that 11e owes his numerous and generous Subscribers some 

apology for the delay which has occurred in the publication of his work: a. delay, as 

vexatious to him as it must have been wearisome to them. But they who know the 

troubles connected with printing, and still more with engraving, will not be surprised; 

while to those causes he must add his absence from England during many months of 

t.he last year. Trusting in this, he subscribes him&elf~ 

Tfleir most obedient humble Servant, 

JOHN ROSS. 
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P,GE 

1, line 9, for IOlithtrl!J, read rwrthtrly. 
20, I. 1, for patient, read engint!t!r. 
22, I. 17, after m"tin!!, insert a comma. and conect the tWI) 

lint'S thu$: hatoi1&jf t~kt!,. advaflt4gtf oj' our de"'!! ilt 
j,.,ini"!{ thoi lkip. It W/16 loon, ,,"c. • 

33, I. J 5, for reif, read ~ifed. 
34, 1. 12, after w, insertfrom. 
35, I. 14, after Mali", Mad. insert in light. 
39,5 lines from the bottom, for delectable, read deteltable. 
43, la.,t line, after along, insert when. 
4:', 1. 8, after a1Ul, insert wm •. 
47, 4 lines from the hottom, after stream, insert out. 
48, I. 16, for wouiJ, read might. 
50, I. 2, for Jor, read '011. 

's1, 3 hnes from the bottom, lor looml, read /oonl. 
5~. 3 lines from the bottom, for again Will, read WII' agtJin. 
;;8, I. 16, for being, read ia. 
61, J. 7, for periipt!ction, read perspective. 
62, I. 13, after though, insert it 1l11;U. 

66, I. 14, for aM tMi,. h4ir, read while tAti,. hair UlfJII. 

67, J. 19, after spot, insert being. ' 
71, 1. 2, after and, insert Co.tcMflg. 
74, 1. 15, for taking, read mo.king. 
75, 1. 18, after t"iI. insert but. 
79, 1. 17, for .mmall, read leamen. 
8.5, 1. 6, for ltW8Cf'ipt ion, read de.rcriptioll.. 
89, I. 6, for that, read the sam".. • 
94, last line but.one, forrenored, read re,itJwd. 
105, I. 4, for IU, read whenever. 
105,7 lintll from the bottom, for_, readfre,h. 

PAGI. 

101, I. 9, after ptJ!Ji"/f' inllel't it. 
11 0, 1. 20, after roti .. , insert while. 
t 10, 3 linea ftom the bottom, for beech, read beac". 
114, 5 linea from the bottom, at'tef and, insert 10; after 

BootAu., insert being; and after mile, line 4 from tht> 
bottom, insert o.nd. 

123,1. 3, for 78° 59', read 100 59'. 
158, I. 22, for 76° 22', read 7oo 22'. 
188, 1. 1l)~ for unreeving, read vn7·eyi,;g. 
228, I. 5, for flCcorded, read rt!Corded. 
281, 3 linea £rom tbebottom, for WIJrt, read was. 
346, 7' lines from the bottom, here, and elsewhere, for 

funeral, read frmt!rt41. 
399,4Iinesliomthebottom,furemig-rQtions,readmigratio" •. 
418,1. 6, for in, read on. 
454, last line but one, dele to. 
461, 1.20, after w, add •• t?!'; and I. 21, after werl'. 

deleltope.oj: 
415, I. 6, for 8', read 60 • 

495, last line, for t!w, read tm". 
511,1.11, (or 12", read 12". 
584, last line but one, tOr (f4me; read men. 
598, 1. 20, for feint"!!, read wanting. 
621,1. 14, for were we, read we were. 
628, line. 18 and 25, for tractl, read ","k6. 

641, l. 26, for 10 h"., read to he. 
650,1. 10, for in.for/JI;ng ",, read mformiflK them. 
'658,1. 8, for /me, read once. 

1696, 6 liDeI from the bottom, for iD1Cltlldi, read facu.nu •. 



INTRODUCTION 

THAT the public shouldeJCpe~t some introduction to .the journal of a voyage which 

has attracted 80 much notice, is natural; but having placed at the commeaeement of . . 

the narrative, all those matters which ~1ate to . the original project, to the 'financial 

arrangements under which the expedition was undertaken, to the titting out of the ship, 

and the selection of the officers and crew , I have .lUlticii>a~,..if 1 may so say, in tbe 

work itself, much of that .. wbichis generallyreferred~,' In lAtrodllction, Hi books of 

this nature. 

That in giving an account of theilUlt voyage which has been underta~en for the 

discovery of a north-west passage, and of the last which will probably be attempted for 

some years to come, I ought to have sketched, at leat •. the h'\tJtory of the endeavours 

made to find such a passage to t~e westward round the northern shores of America, 

hlUl been the opinion of many of my friends, and of him in particular ()n whom I have 

most relied. 

But 80 much has been published on this subject, BQd by 80 many writers, long before 

my first voyage, and .8tillQlOr~during the years which have inter.vened between that 

and the present ~ne, thatle.an«ot but believe that ail1Vhointerest theinselves in this 

que$1;ibn, tnustbe ~fuHry.~nfonnM· reap~ting it as tbeycould deaire ; While perhaps every 

reader of this joumal if 8uiiciently acquainted with the &tjbjeet1eit~r from the interme

di~te voyages, 'thet'IUbliwt~t'UdN~W8" or that work 9f:Barrowwhich hu IODg 
been in circu1at_:iC)··~~JQella.1tetch>.pedlu()U8;u.it coUld:_ l>e. ~ 

',)" -"""., .' > 
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more than an abridged compilation, prolonging a work which has already (~xtended to 

a mueh greater length than I at first foref!aw. 

J have thought it best,' therefi)re, to refer to Ptircbas, Harris, Churchill, Barrington, 

to works in many hands, and always easy of access, but above all to Barrow's Chrono

logieal Hifltory, published in 1818, for such fuller information as I might have extracted 

from those writers, had I thought it expedient. Yet not willing to leave entirely ill the 

dark on this subject, those to whom such reading maybe neither familiar nor acce8-

sible, I will here give a condensed list sufficient for such a general purpose, from the 
J(j. ' •. ,"-, ," " '. ," " 

writers above named. 1t Will thus be 'the easier for those who are desirous of extrnd-

illg' their knowledge of this q~estion, to refer to any author or any voyage whieh they 

lllay fan~y; though I imagine that Barrow's sketch will be sufficient to satisfy mo!'t 

readers. 

It was in the ninth century that this problem seems to have been first propol:led; 

and" the first northern expedition by sea, of which we know,was that of Othervie, who 

sailed from Drontheim to the White Sea. ' Iceland was also discovered about the salm-
, ,. 

period,andsubsequently, Greenland, bytneatls of 0. voyage from that island in thl' 

year 970. 

1496 .John Cabot, sailed, and made an unsucce88ful voyage in the same quarter; and ill 

1498 Sebastian. Cabot went to the west coast of Greenland, and 1'ea-ched the latitude 

.(If 56°, hut without effecting the particular object in view. 

1500-1562 :GasilBr and Michael C()ttea.l made two l voyages to Greenland, and !lmrm 
that they reached the sixtieth degree of lati.tude:Th~y diaeovered the eb-aits of 

Gaspai~naseVen\l island~1ol7:ether with tbe-:str'llit';Vtdohw8.8 called 'Anian, hv 

them. 

l00S-1536 Ja~~earidAu'bert Cartier made several voyages for the purpose of ex

" pl~ring a new passage ta'tlie countries'from \thieh Spain derived her treasure, and 

" dl~y discovered tneGuI( brest. Lamence. 

]'624" ~,ste~an Gomez was employed by Snrifn t'Or"'I:l"~~e' 1)u~~' b~t, was ttfllilUCC€8!l

, ·ful; having only reached Labra:dot. 
lS4~';"~~dot.a > Corol1ada!tfied' to'lritfth~'eti.~:"itOfAntmf,bUt flaw nQtbin~ 

f~ lIJ~, " t:)' \ .\',' '->" •• , , '. ~ ~ • '" ,.,' ," " 

to""4ti$fy:l1j.m.··respectittg'lfs,j~~~:,; 

1627RCil.Je~J:hC'Wlle,: <it Bri&tOl, is said),mQ.kiilyt'sCollectiOn, toh.~'~ for the 

~~~i1f~~1f~b1-!~lt~', ;~ut'.~~ri:liib".~d~~tiW~;~b~tlt:r 



INTRODUCTION. III 

]553 Sir Hugh.WiUoughby sailed from England, and IS said to have discovered Nova 

Zembla; but, on his return, he was frozen to death in 4pland, with aU his crew, 

1.51)5-1557 Steven BUfough and Richard Chancelor made twp voyages, iuwhich they 

reached the Island of Weigatts, .and Nova Zembla, but without effecting It north

eastpassagc, which was the objectthefJe Davjgators had in vicw. 

1576 Martin Frobisher made his first voyage, discovering the strait which bear" hi)'; 

name, which was at one time supposed to have divided or cut off a portion of old 

Greenland: but this expectation was afterwards proved to be fallaci(}us, while it 

is now concluded that this imaginary. passage is probably nothing more than one of 

the openings on the west coast of Davis's stmit. 

157?"tThe !'lame navigator made a second voyage, and named Mount Warwick, to the 

southward of what bal' &;ince bet'n ('aBed Frobisher strait; but it does not appear 

that he made any advance towards the discovery of a passage. 

157 8 In this ye.ar he made a third voyage, which was \\nsucce$sful. After this, two 

brothers of the same name sailed to discover a north-west pas!:lage, but they 

never returned, nor is there any conjecture respeoting their fate. 

l5n) Edward Fentonsailed to discover a north-west passage, by the way of the Pacific; 

but he returned, without having even proceeded towards the oPjl'lct which be had 

in view, in consequence of his fear of the Spaniar<ls, by whom he f>-xpected to be 

taken or intercepted. 

] 580, Mercator, Pet, and Jackman tried, without success, w.penetrate through Weigah. 

&trait, and returned with much difficulty. 

1583 Sir Humphrey Gilbert, intending to discover tbe nor:th-west passage, sailed to 

Newfoundland. 

1585 John Davis made his first voyage, and discovered the strait which bears bis namt'. 

On the eastern side of this wide sea, so improperly termed a strait, he discovered 

and named what has retained bis appe11ativ~ of Cape Deso[ation~ and, on the 

western soore, Mount Raleigh, Cape Waltlingham, Exeter Sound, and some otllf'r 

places still bear the names which he gave them. 

,1686 In bif\!iSeCOnd voye.ge, thiseJlferprifliog and persevering sea,man exal1lined the 
,. '.' , , l . 

coast on the west side of the strait<betweenOwnberlapd .islandand the latitude of 
,"", ,I .,'" , 

. 66t0 n.Ql'tib.~ 

l087 Not ~~,'~yer/bf -'.1IV~¢ ,of succus, th~ ~vigator made,.8 thil·d 
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'''f'oyage, and affirms that ,he Teached . the 73d. degree of laiituqtk.';,,'ln .',tkil, he 

examintd the ~oa8t· wbi<:h be iladaeen before, giving names. to aome ot~· ,places, 

. ;.,bnt made no advanuwwards the solution oftheprobletn which"heiha4in 

vIew. The discoveries, however, which he ;made in ,the<coursecfmsthree 

voyages proved oLgre&;tcormnereial importance :r.inc~,to him m01iethan oy 

preceding tlr '8ll'bseqtlent navigator, has the whale fishery been lodebted. Let 

not his name'be slightly,passed over. In talent be has not had manYrlYals: and 

it i. ignOYbee,"probably, rather than ingratitude. which: fa.ila totha~hiUl foJ' 

thedebt8~ed him by British commerce. ~ '''.:' 

1588 The voyage of Maldonadq, has been so strictly canvassedl and so utterlydiscre

dited:iu'consequence, that if I name him in this chrollQJogicallist, it is but, f6r the 

sake of those who tuay have hf'.ard of hi:: voyage but not of the criticism.s which 

it has justly received. He did not ma.ke the north-west passage to which he 

pretends; beyond this I need not ao.y what it was that he asserted himself to 

have done. 

1592 Juan-deFuc&'Wassent to disco\'er the supposed strait of Aniall. By his own 

account he followed the coast until he discovered an 'Opening, up which he sailed 

in various dil'E!ctlOOS during t.enty days, after which he entered int'O :the North 

Sea.; ..... hen finding it to beaowide f'Or 30 or 40 leagues within the strait as to 

makebim suppose that it really wc:roldaff'ord that passage of which he was in 

&eareh, he conbeived that he had discharged his duty, and therefore returned. 

1694-1596 WilliamB'areUtz, in company with'~ othe1'8,.madethree.voyages; in thl' 

W ofwhich:he and half his crew perished: but these ,voyages lwero aU directed 

to the north-ecut passage, and he advanced n'O further than Weigatz strait, and 

tUenorth....wegt end, ·of NovaZemb4a. 

1602 GirorgeWeymouthsailed from England, but ke rea.dledll'O latitude higher than 

'64°,' anl'therefore made DO~i~erie.~ 

1605 James IlaU.ued to ~with"oehipt; and:eo'astedthe;};and up to 63°, 

"bQtmadebo disOOv~ty;' 

l~iOO7 1n tbeflle1.rS:t&e::~)ld~tw:o:mQ~~.t.o',~ ame,~,hut ,he only 

":~ ,669,'and"~:Wiikollt a~' 

1606 jobril(.ugh{sanoo/~:,di~~at~(,~,"' •• ,._hick""iohave 

ocCupied··~·'~~i:of.~ft~·.~~·~';~l:·~:.c.:anrmkin~ 
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at this time; and during iSO. man ypl'cvioD8 andsubsequentyeal'8! but he out y 

reached. the coast of Labrador; and rettrrneti, abandoning,the e.ntetpMe. 

1607 Henry Hudson's first voyage was to the east coast of Greenland, and he retumed 

by the way of S~wbergeu and Cherry island. 

1-008 .. 16101,.n these years, tbi. com.m.aader, whose name has had the good fortune of 

being perpetuated in no common manner, by. the results which gave rise to the 

incorporation of 80 opulent a. m61cantile company as that which belill'& his name, 

and by the enormous territory which haa fallen under their sway; made two other 

voyages. He then discovered the bay .which bears his name, but made nopther 

discovety. 

1611 In his/fonrth voya~ his men mutinied, and he k>8t his life, after he had penetrated 

to 73° north. 

1609·1611 James Poole made two voyages, and reached the 73<1 degree of latitude in 

Davis's straits, which was the nearest approach to the Pole that had been made 

down to that period. 

1611 Sir Thomas Button made a voyage for tho discovery of.a north-west passage, but 

it was without the expected suecess: his voyage was never published. 

1612 James Hall sailed on a fourtb voyage for the discovery uf a northwwest passage. 

He reached Ramelsford, in Greenland, in 67°, and was t~eJ:e killed by.a; savag~~. 

The new master decided on returning, without making any further effort. 

1614 Captain Gibbons sailed to discover a passage, butbaving been entangled m tll~ 

ice, he took shelter in a creek about the latitudtl of 57°, w\lel'e he remained five 

months; after wbicb, cQlltriving to escape, yet not without.considcl'8.ble damage, 

be retumed to England. 

1615 In tbis voyage Robert Bylot Wlt..q master; and W'J)l •. Baffin a.cted as the, mate and 

pilot. Their. success was not great, siuce they onlYfefl~ed as far as 6fl.) north, 

examining the coast of Davis's strait, 3.nd tracing the coast thence 1;0 Resolution 

island, where they abandoned t.beir.pu1'&uits;; reiurJling tQ England ill Septel'llber. ' 

1616 BylQt and Baffin again sailed, and circumnavigated the Qay iwhicb now bears 

the nt!U'Jle of ·the .latter, ·until· they .. ¢am,e w .8. .. loung. : which ) .. wat>· u~med. ~ir 

James Laneaster's sound, in lat •. 749,iO~.". TheB4rrat,i~Qfthil! voy~g~i$.~y im

~tj ·wb~b!J ~e~ i6.a. ref.-enco.:to .• clwt,whi~.is not·.gi\"e~ by Pln~d~an:d as 

·&rasl no'W~~·.~.tohe, •• ~,.p~:., ·TbertJ:\.\81EUi\l~f:lTts,h()wt!v~,whicb 
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probably give theee discoveries In the PKnC'l manner In which they were laid dll~n 

by Baffin: hut &I I have had occasion to reUlnrk AI some length at the end of 

thus Introduction, It is exceedingly mcorreet in tile longitudes, though !lufficuontly 

true In tJle latitudes, while thl' consequences of the (omlc~ error are of such Im

~rtanc(' IlS to ha,'c led me IIIwa delailed cnliei"AI on thl' quest.ion (If thIS ~t~ 

graph) 

Hll4-1616 Fotherby nuuie a \'oyage for the d~soo"ery of a north-west pM~, but 

WIthout su('ccas. 

Hilfl JIU1~ l\1unk, entered Hud&C)ll 's bay,ln tbili year, and .,isitcd Thomeld IIlltt , T(" 

tunllng w,thout SUCCe86. • 
1630-1 63 1 Luk.e Fox (commonly called norlh-we5t Fox), made an fluempt to penf'

tl1l~ by H.udson'll bay. but he added nothing to former di8CO'·C~rs. n.nd ",,

turned UD8Uecesdul. 

1001 JIlDCI sailed from Briswl, Slid auert.ed that he dlSCO\'ered that now well-Iwolo'd ' 

Ist.lIld to wlucb he ga\'e hiS name. Since my own voyage, in HUR, there hu\(' 

been doubta rspecting thui .. JamC&'s u;land;" Dnd the subject ill so rrmarkabtl' , 

not. leM than eomplicatcd, t.hat I must refer it to the end of this Introduction , 

where I have attempted to elucidate this 5Omc\\,hat troubleaome pu~('e of geography, 

and , Il8 r trust, witb some 8UCCeu. 

1633 Seven RUSSlan sailors, wbo appear to have been ihipwrecked at SpluLergeli . 

remained there one year. 

1636 The Rus&ians di6C01'ered the Lena and otber ri'l'n. in the north of Europe nnd 

AMa, t.he account of which will be found in Churchill'. colleetion of vOya~8. 

1640 Bemarda, a Spaniard, affirms that by a coasting \'o~ be sailed from the Pacllk 

through a 1Ii.ra.it, and reached an illt.hmull which diviacs the weat (rom the east se. 

at Baffin', bay, where be couJd see the sea on ead. side from the high land, which 

he aaceoded. 

1646 Forty-t.wo petaODS were wrecked at Spiubergen, and remwned there a year. 

1719-) 722 There are voyage. recorded to have been performed between theiKI years, 

by Knigbt., Barlow, Vaughan , and SCrogg.i but. very Uttle it; known of thelle 

nuiptol'l, except that lhey &ailed to dilCOver a oortb-weet pusage. AI no ac

eOWll of them wu eTe.r received, it must be presumed that they were loeL 

1719 John Munk..ailed 00. t'oyage of dilCoyery to tbe north, but hi. men all dlt~d 
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cx:cepung t"'o, and be wu unsuCCef!,.fuJ, as rar at any record of bun h .. arrm~d 

to uur dR.ya. 

I i1'l Behnug'a 8tnllt Waf dutcovcretl by the navigator of that nallle: be "'31 .ft~r· 

ward. wrecked on Bebnog'. "i1and, which he had dllCo\'ered, and there he dlf'd 

1741 Cbnst.opher- Middleton Iwled to Hudson's bay 10 the Furnace, for the dllCO\'try 

uf. north-west passage; hl8 fiulure led to a eontroveny betwetn him and Dob~ 

"lid also wllb the Admiralty, on which J need not here tillft'. 

li-lJ SIl[ RU5sIan sailors were left at SplLlbergcn, and reruam«i !.here to: years. 

li-ltJ..li46 The RU.9itan government employed severaJ offi.~, and traeed. by laud, 

uear!y the whole COMt of Europe and A,nlL, hl-tween ~(IV. Zen\bla and BehnDg' • 
• 

stnUl. 

l i·Hi Williaul l\luor and FraucLI Smith made an uUlIllcces&ful attempt m thlll weanp 

ilQlIlC PUI'lIUlt by the wl\y of Ilepulse ht.y ; tllIJi being one of the apec.ulabOnl, th~ 

~xecuuoll at wruch hns SUlce been rt>peated In our own urnes, and, at .U kno1t, 
• 

WILboUL &Ut:C(>fMI. 

lit~-1772 Hearne dlliCO\lercd lI eanle river, by mean. of a Journey by land, whICh 

has bten &0 often quoted III to be fallliliar to ever, one. 

177:l PhipPS (afterwards Lord M ulgrave) made an unsucces.ful attempt to rtacb tlwo 

Pole; UU5 \'oyagc 18 equally familiar, and 18 often quoted, the more 10, perhapl, 

un a.c:count of It, Ityle, Bud of the bonours conferred 00. hi. name. 

lfit; The Justly celehnued C.ptmn Cook (accompanied by CaptlUll Jarues Clerke), 

""ho hud already performed two voyages round tbe world, a\templed to dMicover 

11M! 1I0rtb-\.H~8L pouage, by Bebnng" 1iU"a11, which be entered ID AUg\Ut, 1779, 

and penetrated Lu a pomt wilich he named l cy CtllH!. in latitude 700 29' N, and 

III IOIl.gltude 198 20 W, where be found the ace Impenctnble, bewg a solid 

mau lell feet tluck aDd eXlendlllg Ilcr0A8 to the coesl or Asia, aground In 

twenty..,;even fULhom.. He returned to the SandWich itlllUlda, and there, '" II ""'ell 

known, be 100t lui Me In a cOOl.e&t wilh the nau\leI. 

17tlO Captains Clerke and KlDg made anolher unlucCfotuiful attempt 1Il. the &alOe 

quarter; but tbe furtheat point to which they ~ed ... , taL iff' 33 N. m 
• 

I U.a weat tong.\ude. 

1776 Lmute.Dllnt P icke.rtgiU was lent. out in the Uon bog to meet Captam Cook, by 

Be.ffin', buy: lie reached Lbo latitude of ~ 10", and bore up for Labrador, 

retunliog unsuCCClIful. 
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1777 Lieutenant Young, In Lhesame shi p, was s6nt for ule same purpose : he reached 

7~ 45' (Womon's I~nndll ) . nnd retunwo witbout making any further progress. 

1786--1787 The Danish Admiral J.owcnorB, sailed to {I re-dillcover " (liS the phrase IS) . 

East Greenland, but his \'clI&els bci ng damaged by the ice, he returned to Den· 

mark uUllucces&ful. 

I ifl9 Alexauder Mackenzic, aftcrwll.fds knighted, discovered th~ Mackenzie river by II 

land j ounley, and traced it to the Frozen Sea. His tediously-written journey 

has been read by C\'cry one conversant with voyages uno travels. 

li90 Mr. D uncan exumined Chesl.erfielcl IIllet ; his men mutinied, aud he returncd , in 

consequence, wilhout success. , 
1815-1818 Licutenant K otzebut" in a \'cssci named the Rurik, fitted out for discovery 

at the expense of the Russian Coun( 1l0ulO.m:off', proceeded round Cape Hom. 

and attempted the disco\'c'1' of the nonIH"'est pusilugu. by Ule wily of Bchrjn~'1> 

strrut. This he passed, and entered on the SCIl whic h WRshcl> the nurthcril 

shore of Ule American commellt; dlsco\'ering illso the sound which bears IU8 

name, and which had been passed unobserved by Captai n Cook. lie returned 

unsuccessful, as far as even the slightest all.erupt at Ii passage is cOllccnlCd. 

tllnce he did not s uccet:d in reaching Icy Cape. 

18 1H In this year I circu mnavigated Baffin 's bay, IUld by this means J'Cstored to Our 

charts, whence they had been expunged, the vo. luable discoveries of that great 

u8Yigator, whose name it bears: correcting them on ly where the imperfec tIOn, 

of his means, aud other circumiitanCe6, had left errors, of small 1U'1I>0I'tll.1l(;(: 

compared to what he had effected. I ne<:d not name here, whut else in it~ 

consequences to commerce, was the result of this my Arst voyage. 

HU8 Buchan made a fruitless attempt to reach the P ole j having failed, from circum~ 

stances beyond bis c:ontrol, he returned tn cousequcnce of the damage fiusLamoo 

by his ship. 

181g..1820 Parry in his 61'i1t voyage, between latitude 740 N I and 1130 W, discovered 

MelTilie island, North Georgian, IlOW called Parry 's islands, and Prince Regent 's 

inlet, and was the first t.o winter in theiiO rcgiOIlL 

182()..1821 Franldin, in hill Arlit journey from BudllOO'1i bay, by land, for thili purpose. 

tr.u:cd the conat of America bet.ween Hoorne river and Point Turnagain. 

1821·1822 Parry, in hili iecood myage, discoV'eroo the laud which he lwi ltrmed 

Melville peninsula, together with the strait which he haa no.med after hia ahip', 

the Pury and Itecla. 
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1822-1823 Franklin, in hi. IflCOnd journey, traced the caul of America between 

.Mackeru:ie river and Cape Back j while Dr. RichardliOD, 8epan~g from him 

for ,this pUrpoIIC, lurveycd the CORlt between lIeume and MackcDlie rivers. 

1822-1826 Parry, in his third voyage, penetrated down Prince Regent" inlet as 

it as latitude 7'P 30 III longitude 91° W. In tru • .,oyage tbe Fwy was I!f!. 

and he, in con!leq uence, returned unsuCce6l(UJ. 

1823-1826 Beechy,1U a voyage which occupied the period denoted in t.heie da&cl, 

passed through Behring'. I trait, and attempted to penetrate to the easl .. ro ; 
• 

he reached the 71° 23i latitude and the 15tr' 216 west longitude, lea.-ing 

about ISO milc! um:xplorcd betwe<!n his own and p rank lin's discoveries. 

1827 ParryJ In tblll year, made an unsuccenfu) attempt to reach the North P ole; 

It hllvmg been ImB:!;'med that a free passage to the equator might possibly be 

mude In that directlOli. 

The results of all lht'M" voyases show that the dillCOvcry ami HU"ey of the land 

bet\\l'ell Greenland nnd A~la had gradually &Chanced: AO that wbw my voyage Wail 

undertaken In 1829, thqe were only 150 mil~ on the west lude, oeaf Bebring'. s trait, 

and bOO uulet' on the east side, between Cape Gnrry and Cape Turnagain, unexplored, 

Ual'l l' lUay be said to Jillve made the firat important advance towards a passage, and 

Baffin the l!eCond. The latter WtlS found to be correct in bis latitudes, but his long)

tudeA were proved to be we reverse. The last of the8e statements on hilJ part &eeml! 

to ba\6 led to the unjust Iuppo&ition that he wal equally incorrect in eYery thmg j 

whence It happened, under some cnticismll which 1 have now no intention t.o.examioe, 

lhat all which he hu.d done was asserted to be mcorrect and Ca1.se. Hence WRII Jamea'i 

uilaml expunged frOID our charta, as 1 have remarh-d in • former note on hll 

yoyage; but fo.r more uncharitably as well aa improperly, the bay whic.h had &0 

long alKl 10 justly bonle hi ~ name, was equally oblilt!rated : as if th.i.. great uavL 

'-,"8tor had seen nothmg and done nothing. It i. not tbu. that men will be tempted 

to sacrifice tbeir time, their comfortl, tbeir fortune., and tbeir li-.e., in the servlee 

of mankind: but if fame mUlt hereafter be allotted or withheld by anyone who 

mhy usume the office of a judge, then let the men of aMity and enterpriss withdra"" 

uule!ll they are of that better 'P;rit wruch fill{ls it. reward in an approving conac.ielloo. 

If tbe name of B&ffi.n Wal re.tored to ita exalted place, as I trod it "'aI by DIy 

voyage ill 1818, I may now proceed to remark, that the results of my lat6 upelhuon 

C 



• INTRODUCTION. 

oou.si.st in the DI,;CO\ery (If Kmg W ilham's laud ; tbe Il!thmu li and pt'oinlluia of 

Doot.hill Felix; tJu~ J!Ulf of llootlua: the WCltero sea of King William, Bnd tht> 

true po!'illou of a Uonht'nl mngHcbc pole; Ilnd in regard to lhe question of " 

nonh-west p8§~ugC, It IS fully est.abh,hed tbat there is nODe through Pnnc(' Re

geRl" mlet, or to lhe 80ulhward of the latitllde of 74° north. Besides tbls'rany 

inlportallt Ilnd I1ltercstlll!! fnetl! regarding Magnetism and other branches of I!Clenct' 

IUtd nntuml knowlcd~ in the ('ouciusiou of the v~'o~e. The bl1nk~ of the IsnbPJ11l 

IlDd Alexander were rc.,wroo to tht'll' fonner position in the chart, aDd the lnw of 

coast fully ,'criflt,,! ; and !It'u' raJ harbour!' l<ur\t>yed Bnd d,lJ('o\'crcd. 

There remalDS, therefore, sulJ tilt- 1.'}Q IIllles to the westward, and to the eastward 

the space between Cap!' TUnlagalll and the {'Oa.-;l M'en by Sir Edward Parry. wtlich 

may be eatIRlIloted at 400 tllJlCi. 

It is not generally known tim' tilt' qut'Stlon of " R north-west passage." willch had 

been lying donnant I1'IRC(> the \'O~ lIJ:!e of Captain Vhi!'»!', WIlJJ, III 1 H 17, re\'I\'ed by Mr. 

William Score8by, a lu~hl~ glflt.'d and talented navigator, who then commaudNi It @hlP 

un the Greenland f18hery, lmt now Il re&!:leCtable o.nd useful m~mbcr of the Chu rch of 

Englaod, at E'I'wr. Tilts gentielUan, in a well penned letter to SIr JOA<'ph DanLa, 

represented that 80 J!"reat a chul'b"e had tak en place III lhe seasons and the pooil tlOn 

of the Ice III the Ar'('lIC RI'giollS> j that the Uflle had probably nrm'ed "hen the lo~

agatated proLJcm lllight be I>Oh·oo. 

Hi. object was, no douht, employment on this arduous> servIce, tlml lUi he had been 

tbe propvser he might sbare til the glory of tbe cllteq)rise. Why hIS service!> were 

rejecled dOCl not appear, but L have his own autbority for l8",ng that he would hllve 

accepted '1 any situation ill tbe UpOOltiOU which 0. gentleman could hold," He cwmOl, 

bowe\'er, be depri\'ed of the ment of bc.mg the promoter of Bll the attempts whIch have 

been made since lhat time, SIr Joseph Dunl.i'8 ll1gh reoounDeooation of his propOfill1 

to t.he Government waa attended to, and a circular Wal ..... rillcn to diacover wba.t ofucer 

of the navy had letTed most among ice. In the melUl time shipa were purchlUled, and 

were Dot ooly in a great state of forwardDees before I wu te1ecled to command 

them, but .U the junior officers were o.ppointed . TIle puraer and my nephew, 

thea only eevent.eeo year. of age, being the only indivjdunlll of my own selootiOll. 

1 believe ~ II DO inatance on record w'here an oftlcer wu appointed to coawnand 

audl ..... eoterprile wit.hOQt bia having been consulted as to \he qualitie& of the ahips ,he 
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wal to conduct; hilt WIth me It was not the case, and wben I arm'ed in London I wall 

concenleU to dl!eover that the ship" (by that time half fim8hed), were totally unfit for 

lIuch n service; hut my remOD!tranCH were too late, and I wu loki that it I dKi not 

cboose to accept the commlUld lOI11e one rille would; and RII I hnd left the DriTer, It 

WIl8 the only chance I had for promotion. 1 mURt here remark, howen" that I throw 

no l.lnme on the late AdDHrftlty on this account; til('lt IOrd5hl~ eonflulted, before [ 

1"81 .!'elected, pt.'Oplc well quahfkod to e'IY(' them mformatlon; bot theM people bad 
• 

• Iur~ to leU or atrcll~then. Rnd the tcmptlltlOll of ~mlllg 6 or ;0001., was lufficietlt 

to turn tbe IIcale; Blld I alonc, who had tb(' whole regpolllllbility. WIUI doomed to be 

the sufferer. The truth of my 1lJIo8('rti(!Il IB fuJly dcm~n!trntcd In the narrative of my 

tin;l \oyage, Ilr.d In the employment. 8uh<l{'(lu{'ntly, of slurl$ of a totally different cJau. 

Tl.Ieoflicers were 1111, certainly, a~ lI('amen and uan!,. .. ntors, well qualified, but none bad 

('ver wtnterc(i , or had IUlY consldl'rahle expt·rlcnce among lce: the sen'ice waa entirety 

/lCW tu them, and for till .. N'aion Ice mftl;t.ers and mn1eio were appomted, whORe 

UP l1110lli of course had much the nlUre IlelgiLt, but if I had had officers of my own 

M!leclIon, 1 could il(\\e found those II ho comiJ1Oed those quallues with experience among 

lce, el'cn lIIore llmll Dl) own; and J would certamly have employed Mr, Scoresby. As 

the results of my finit expeditIOn lune bc('n Ion!! bf.rore the public, ""d IU It hal been 

alluded to 10 the course of thla narrutlve, I need only renllll'it that it, lUI \<'cl1l18 the tub

lIequent vo~'ngea II hich precede my !ltst, prOH!S how much, or rather how entirely our 

humble t!lldeavouMi depend on Divine ProYldencc, which has Wisely put less Inthin our 

powerlhan in nny other kind of lIavip;atlon. Added to the dl&advllntageB wlliell I have 

mentlonLo(l, therr were olhcl'S which \lere beyond Ollr control, wiuch ieewed to OOIU

bllle ~mliit the success of thc enterptll;(l, nnd the (hsappointment creatL-d a feeling 

towards the commander, a!,,'1linst wilich notbmg but a consclOusncss that be bad aN'ay. 

done hUi duty, could have lIupported hIm; and WIHCh he now collfesliC8 made hml auio\ls 

1.0 prove that he could trent wah a far dlflerenl feeling all the abuse whit.b has been &0 

unsparingly, and he must wd unjustly attached to lus uame, The expeditions .u~ 

.requcnt to my first wereciosely watched by myself, WIth tlle new of canceting errors 

from whatever cause they might ariBe, and 1 1000 diAcoverecl that the ahiPl' ",hieh 

had been employed .ince 1817, had been far too largej ror \\'hile they carried pto 

V11lQ1U1 only in the aame proportions to thair crews, as a veuel balf the .i~ d. to her 

crew, they drew aUch an increased depth of water, Vil'l eighteen feet iftltead of eigbt, 

c2 
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81 to render navigation in them much more unnfe, at in the in"tance of the Fury, 

which ship was dama;ed because her depth WM greater than tllat of the ice. and when 

damaged had to be Imloaded and hovt! down, and during this proceu that OCCUpIed 

Sl''I'crai dll)'S, she ~ wrecked; whereas the Victory WlUI actually lrud on the ground , 

with all her stOreA, and :wbcn the tide fell ,be wa&dry (for she drew only seven rL't!t ), and 

her lcalt W1lS stopped. like the Fury, she earried two and a half years' provisIOns. 

~dc& coa1s for 1000 iloUM!; nnd had the boilcr and othcr parta or tht! machinery not 

given \\'1J~', there can ~ no doubt. but t.he services might have been perfonned, 8R far 

a5 tne navl!;tltion "as eoneemed, In fiftl"Cll months instcad of rour years and n. half. 

Baffin's ship, though only thirty tonj;, was far more fit than eit.her the Isabella, Fury. or 

Hecla . Sir Edward Parry's two voynges in that directIon, and Si r Jobn Frankhn 's Jour

neYf! to the P olnr Sea, hRd dn1!cted the eyes of the scientific world to Pnnce Hegent 's 

inlet, and with the exception of the late Major Rennell, there W8R no one that I convcl'1W!d 

with on the subject, who did not '-8.y, that if no pall8age Wall found bct"·cel1 Cape 

Garry and P oint Turnagain t.here could be nonc at all. The 'Major was indeed of oplIllon 

dUlt there was none there, and hill reasons for it were well ,ouuded . it wa&, how

e'\'er, obviou!I Ulat it became my duty, ill undertaking this enterprise, to decide that 

question in the first place, and then tnm m)' altc.ntion to the nut opening rurther 

north, and it WM an extraordmary fact that the first dillco\'ery we mad e was, tbat 

CreH\\oeli bay W&.8 at least t.hirty mlies deeper than where the lruld bad been luid down 

on the preceding voyage, even after it had been seen from both the s1up and the shore 

fot teveral day8, and ,t w all not until we actua.lly walked round it that we Wt!te certam 

that 00 pauage existed in that direction; proving how very deceiving Ule appea.rance 

of ice in 8 bay or p8Uage is, by iLs baving deceived all the officers of bolh Hecla Il.nd 

F~~aflcr, too, an experience of cight yean, Just as it had myaclf Ilnd the pilots of 

the hlibello., in J8 J8. Ne"etLhcless I detennined to follow my fn'it. plan, wluch wat; 

abo that approved 0( by Commander Rois, and Mr. Thorn, the second and tlurd in 

the direction . t shal1 lea.ve the rema.ioder of my proceedinga {or the reader of my 

Mlftlive, which i8 carried on in tha Ibape of a journal, which was written by my

del( aaily. 'Ibe &hip W8JI fitted out io a manner far .uperior to lllly otha', Illi 

sbe cOmbtned e~ry improvement wbi.cb had preyiOUlly been made, and ,be pnr 

..,Jion • ... eft! of tbe very be.t. quality ; and altbougb the fueling wu againlt her 

qalitia. • oon.eq\MnCe of t.h.e wuentable Jailure of the machinery, 8he proved 
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to he the 'ery bet~ vesael that 'KU ever employed on .neh a &emce. The msuu· 

mentA were chiefly my own j the tranlit wU :)6 inebet, and we theodolite 9 mches, 

both by Jones; and &eve ... l inatrumenta were lent by the Adnuralty and Coloma!. 

Secretary, .11 of which wen lost, excepting a dippulg needle, no" in the.- posie6llOU 

of Captain J . C. Ross, belonging to the Adnuralty ; two of the chrooometers were my 

own, one the property of Me88f'6. Parll.waou and Frodttbam, and thJ-. belonged to 

Mr. Murray : all of these performed well , but four of them werelOf!t with theabip. Com

mander, now Capt8Jn J . C. Rosa, who waueoolld in command, had dl.lringibe whole tune 

the chll~e of the tramut, and to IUDl beJoug all tbe observations made with it, and WIth 

a SixtY-SIX lOch telescope of 3. object glass, belongin; to me; but tbe.e obeervationt 

must, with the NltlurnJ History, also by 111m, fonn a pan of all appendix. ,.bieh wiU be 

published separate from the lIarrattve, In which are only the abtttacts, which wohld 

cootem the general reader. The sketches from which the drawinS- were made 

were taken by Mr. Ronald's Invaluable penpectlve Illstrumeot, and therefore ,"_.at 

he true dehoeations: these, al though tbey havt! been parlly redrawn by narding 

and Rowbotham, and engraved on steel by the first engn.."ers, whose namee WIIJ 

be found on the plawa, we.re origmaUy my own sketchet. but they are only offered 

to the public as faithful illustrations of ule work, being well aware that [ do not 

po&8eA8 such talents In that art aa couJd eDlbellish it, were the acenery even more 

favourable. Tbe Meteorological Table, which is gi."en in abstract. WIU be in fuU 10 

the AppendiX, as well as the. Dmnla! Variation, and a Dew theory of the Aurora 

Borealis : mdeed, the length of the nalT8.ti."e has M) muoh exceeded wbat I expected. 

that I have not been able to give any of the 6cleotlfic obrtenatiOlUl at full length ; u I 

have preferred gi\' ing Commander R.o&A's Journey&, In which will be found the mOtlt. 

remote and extended part of our discovery; and alao that of the preaent posItion of 

the Magnetic Pole. The methodlO which necessity pointed out for the pre9tMlUOD of 

the health and di&ciplioc of the crew will be found in fu.u; and at tbeend Will be found 

an Addenda, comprehending the conclllllion of our proceedings after our happy return. 

In ahon., our whole voyage, from its commencement until iu ~IUiiOllj witi be 

fuund a wonderful chain of providential circuma.tances, a.ffording an evidt':Qt proof 

that thoee who " go down iuto the ae& in .bipA," 4c.. are, of a1l others, the WOit 

dependent on the Divine aid, and the ID08t lbort-sighted of mortal'i whiie it must 

be no Ie. mauifeat, tbat if men tNlbll@'.' in r. Him who cannot .rr,'" will. 001, make 
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U~ of t.he mcanE- UlcrclfuiJ) put wltblll theu- power, there are no difficulties which 

cannot be t)\"ercolllc. and no case too desperate! 

• Jt is nOl uccc~ar) that J IIhould, III this Introol1cwoll, enter lllto a fonnal dlSCUlltlion 

respecting tilt' probabiht)' that yet remalllS of findmg n. « Non.h-welil Passage," to 

the lIortll\mro of thc ;4lh degree of latitude. :,uch remark8 as I have had OC:CtUIIOII 

to maL.(· on thiS subJ(·ct, \\1\1 be foulld In til(' t'Ourse of the followmg narratIve, 

w/l('r(!lcr occaSion for them chll.llccU to nnse: "hile, evell had I nubhl IHOrt- to ABy 

011 this great question tban J ba"c dune, Ilny iluch UIlIsertatlun has been IOIl~ s uVC .... 

!leded by tha.t of Sir Edward Jlar~. to \Ihlt'h I g-ladlv refer. 

Let Jl0 one Imppoae that I do not {'~lImal!' the liIenUj of that officer, both tlS a wnter 
• 

and a na'·l~tor. u hlghl) \\& the puLhr bas agrecd 10 do. W t' weft' once partllers 11\ 

the .-me punUlt. and have to!!:cLhcr uuder~un(' till' ~llIm' dnn(!rrg aud I h(' same itllXlf'ttes; 

" e h.,'e SillCf', .f IiCparm.ely , C1Lrnt.'d lUI tht. 511.IllC ,,[ldarl; II ILIt vccnn Ilild IN' , with storms 

and wil.; each 5t.ill pUI""IUlng 011" 1lbJt.ct ilnd (:ndca\ou'i~ ufter one lalllt'. If WI 

have tbuB been as n\'als, .t lIu Of:.-en U l"l\ai l'Y III "hid, Ilclthcl J<,alo.,"y L~)r d,sllke 

could evcr have intemuugled: I)J; well ollA"lit It IK' .. uppo ... ed I hal La Pcrolll't' "huuld hate 

the memory of Cook, or thllt tIll .. ~n:at lIl,ll', had he t.11t'1l In'cd, ~hould hill'£, blckened 

at the IUCCCS6 of the bold uud II11CUi(!tllt French bangalor. Bl"Olhcrlllllthl.! Sel'Vlce, 

we have boon such also lfi OIU' track of dl"'-' OVl.;f). 

aelyea wiLb imaguung or excltul~ Jl'aiOUSl(ll. and 

J f tl,l'rl' arc IIICII \\110 plca..e tht.m

dll;hke~ u lll(ollf! t.h"",c '" hu pUrilUe a 

common obJect., tbeJl" just pums.lnnc.Ilt will be to 1110" that. t.hc~· IlIlHl fluled. 

But alt.bough 1 do not t.hmk It needful to discuSi the qUef>tWll of t11l11 Po.sSH.gt!, 

may here make a fcw rema,.k" all the ~uLJcct "bidl nught. no\. very rc-.t.J.ly occur to 

my readers, or, not at least, to thOic ",10 hove not flillullUrlzcd themselves " 'ilh 

tblt great point ill geography, by j.JrcHOU,. reaulIlg. 
Before 1 left England on the present expedition, ,'anous hypotlu~l>elll were afloat 

relliCCtlng the probable place of the expeet.ed ptUila~. AU these were JUili6able, 10 

some manner or other, or in a greater or less degree; us hypot.hC8C6 muat e,'er be 

when t.hey pretend to no more, or WbCll, at lea&t., the evidencCII On wluch they rest., 

fall Ibort. of proof. On the aaserted, or imaginary, indicuuonii of 8ucb a pail-a.ge. Ul 

ODe d&recUou or in another, J had neve.r, myself, laid ally streit; though willing to 

li8\e11. to &Il, IJld desiroui, rather than otherwise. to Icave every one to the indulgence 

of bit own &peculatiolli or fancies, 
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If tllso I had then no hypotheail of my own, I thmk I may now safely say that 1 ban 

not gamed ally knowlNl ge by thi" voyag«:', which would JUBbfy me to forming Ollt; u

suredly at least, llo1m proposing a new scheme for the disco.ery of a north-weat paasage. 
Of the Imagined, r hoped for, or poiIIible, pas&a~c through Lancuter strait anti by 

thf' WDY of l\o'lelvlUe Islands, l know IlOthlng: more than Wall known before; nor have 

1 any cOIIJecturt'''. nor any hopes or doubtEl, to oRet ~lIpectlDg it, wbich J couJd add 

to what has alrcndy been amplv discussed. It was a ponion of thUI region to which 

we never gamed any H.C~8. lIIasmuch W5 tJle scheme which 1 had determined to 

follow WIUI n I.hflCrent one, Icadlng me JII anotber dlrectloo, aud becau.se we could 

neyer aftcrwanls cstrt('atf' oUI'8('I\"I"~ from the place wJt('re we had been Impnaoned, 

fronl thp. \'ery day, I almost say, when \Ie first trusled ourselves to lhls barbarous 

shore. 

Thus also, whether the lInpos"lbthty of passing northward by the way of the Pole, 

1;0 1I0W lully adulItted, or lIu t , <;lll{"{' lh(' faduN' of Parry';o bold attempt, trus too U! a 

question re"l)(!ctulC' \\ hlCh the cour~e ot my 011'11 navl~tlOD did not allow roe to lann 

,my additional cOJljl-'ctures. 

If now, t.he at.tempt Wlll('h I curried on, of WIIlCh, IHI far a8 Ii pSBiOage IS OODI.:erned, 

the tiulure 18 now before lh~ pultlic, haA given me 110 Dew hypoth<!tis to offer, Dor 

lUIy fresh schen~ to proJXffle, and If all, tbcrejore, 01 a posttnoe natule, Il8 hope II 

concerned, remallls as It WR:!, the Il( .. -gative result IS of muc h value on tbis question? 

lIldepcndently of all lILt: olher knowledge III geogrnphy or whatever else, wbieh has 

beell gamed hy thi~ Inbonous voyage, under tiw hard-earned honours wluch may be 

asslt!;llf:d to Il, or, posblbly, refused. 

That pomt 011 "Iuch our own attempt WIlS made, had formed one of the places of 

hope: J may call It one of the hypotheses, or rather a basis for one of those to which 

I have Just all uded. In this din-'clIon, alld with a vQgue, but justifiable and natural 

hope of 8ueceedlllg, was the Ilist e ffort of Parry made, 8S the preceding one had been, 

though under n different piau. und by talullg 8 very different eoune from mine. How 

he fu..iled iu both, from CRUseS beyond human prudence lO avert or ~ootrol, is well 

knOWI,l; lUld that hope, or that possIbility, still therefore remained. 

Trull hope is now extinguL8bed; and If it be, OIl all occo.aionl of lite III in this, a 

galU to demolish th08e hopes whIch only tend to delusion, tbemerit of thi, result at least 

belongs lO ou rprcsc:ut voyage. We navigated, orexaOlinoo by travelling on shore. tiM: 

• 
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only part of tbe&e lands !I'here the po!!8ible puaage in qUeition m.ght have existed : Rnd 

by lUeans of our Journeys the examination was made complete. 

How complete It WitS, the Journal, but, still more clearly, the appended chart wlil 

sho": yt' l tilt' result, though It was but to fail m fiuding this probleillatieaJ openlllg. IS 

IlIghl)' Ull.ertStmg j while It WIUI very talltah1.ing to us •• lId, as 1 really may lay, without 

mort' temper than the e ,'ent Justifies, proved in the end mortifymg. It is mort,fym~ 

to labour hard Wid su.tJcr much, under hopes 80 often held out, to be ever on some 

anllclpated brink of the discovery vllbjch should indenillify us for all those toil8, and 

place the crown of 8Uccea5 on our labours. and then at length to find that we han! not 

IllISSed that reward by having indulged m absurd or groundless cIpectatiolls, have not 

been striving ~Ww.t thnee obstacles: Liu' utterly Ifl ilunnounwblc natllre of which 

lDay console us for 11le disappointment, but hale been, III reahty, nearly wltllm 

reach of the expected object.. YCt as far (rom attallllllg It, for ever, al If ll'lOUlllllin,., 

had Intervened. 

It will be seen, on examuuug those documents, that the tract of land wilich s~araleli 

Pnnce Regc.nt'li inlet from tht: northero sea of America westward, nt the place of a Uf 

Invcstigatiolls, is not only vcry narrow, but II lurgely occupu::d by lakes, by which the 

lengtb o(the land itself" hicb sepanl.l.es the two seIlS,'S reduced to threemllcs. How httle, 

therefore, nature has bere done towards prc,euting s uch a pllSsage lJttween the custern 

aud western sea, or othcrwl.l'C, how nearly she lw& approached towards perllllltlIlg It. IS 

apparentj whue no one can be liurpnsed.lf we twlpft.en IlIdulged In hopei tbat it iLCtually 

existed. 

ThUi has It proved tbat there was aorne justification of the belief. or hypothe&a 

of tb(Mlt who had expected a passage somewhere in this quarter, though they ltad no 

groUndSOD which to point out its probable place. Yet I must not be suppolt:d to say. 

t.hat eVCD had we found an opening through th.i& low and 'lIlrrow tract, It t:ver could 

have been a "north-west passage" in the actual 8CllSC of that phnue. or ever could have 

been turned to l)urpoiCS of communication or commerce- The state,of tbe inlcUi by 

which we reached it. and nOl leas the nature and oondition of thOle aeu or OpeUlllgi 

through which Sir F4ward Parry might. bave rea.ched it bad he been more favoured 

by fortune, Q; <Buch, as he aDd 1 bave ShOWD, that all u,tillty of &.hie kind would be II. 

",ild bope, POt only at any gi.-en period. but for e,er. 

It Tem.aiwI, therefore, 1:0 say, since I need not lODger dwell on thil Iubject, that 

• 
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wrule my voyage and iu resulu have demolished -.II hypotMsea and hopes but thOlie 

which may atill be entertained ~pectiog lAneuier strait., and the -Polf', if, ibd~d. the 

lalter hl\8 .till an adnK:ate remaiUlnt!;, there are now fewer temptations than e1'er to 

ma.ke any freah attempt for 80Iving this problem. 

Tha at least iA t.rue, as far as an actual or pntcticai communication round the north 

cout of America IS concerned: yet how is it m~ trne now, tban "hen the problem 

was fi" .. propoted (I will not My by the early nangelOl"!l), but by those who again 

hrought forward thi!! scheme beror .. my finlt 'foyage, in 1818, and cauled it to be put 

IMo action during 80 many 8ueC~Slve <;f!aaons, under a counle of expenditure 10 

heavy I • 
It did not require more than my Ill'!lt voy~ne, it lICtlreely reqnired that to abow, 

that no commerce cOllld ever be attempted III thlll dlreebon. e't'l:n had AOme singular 

..: 'Xld fortuue pro\'ed thnt th(' American conunent did not extt>nd further north tban 

lI ecia /llitl Fury ~trult, or hild tcrnullutt>d lIluch bhort ofthls: ('ven, I may say, had tbe 

,I('tual Jla.~f18ge been effc(·ted by !!Orne III('ky ~hip. Mtrehants risk much 00 .commerce, 

II IS tnu', but thl',. are not ~vcn to hazard every' thing', in OPpo1"itiOD to tbe dictate. 

of common sense, Of In equal defiuncc of experience lind probabifity. They bue a 

I(lSt., alllO, by which thClf UIIIte<! body judges of every thing in ¢aSes of this ru.turej 

and that barometer 16 ,,"alioned at Lloyd'a Coffee-house, to be cons .. lted by all. 

Un whnt terms could such an inaumute be effected ; on what premium, even 

undel'thp fllvourable Clrcumstallces which I hue thus supposed? 'Vhere the 8um, 

"Ild therefore Ihe hazurd for each mlln 18 amnII, men will (to very far, under very alight 

hopei; but It 18 to be doubted If a premIUm, cven to the value of the entire ship and 

l·lI.rgo, would have filled the list handed to th08e who, bold and liberal as they are:, or 

hopefulll3 they mlly he, arc men of acute understandings, and of more information 

lhan 18 sometlluC! 6uspected. Commandel'8 there are, it is certain, who wouid have 

tri~, and tned any thing i for in auch men, thank- beueD, England haa neTcr beell 

deficient, and, I hope, never wilL As to our seamen, thert: is nothing which they ,,-ill 

oot uooerht.ke! or at least, ill my younger days, there ia nothing which they wouJd 

not have undertak.en, t.hrowing 0.11 their C8.re8, u they ever do, on him by whom they 

are conducted. MIlY It so continue uader thi. new era of ruing light and .~ing 

klluwledge! BUl more than this would have ~n wanted; and that, I .erily believe, 

would never hue been obtained. 

d 
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With resped to Rny future Ilttenlpt of t h'8 nature, my opinion, 1 pf'efl;ume, m"y be 

easi.ly extractNf fzom tlweeoe",1 tenour of the fbllowinp: journal, and from l'ariout.: 

flenlari.:a marie as occaSlllll ~ve fl lle to tht'nl, 811 well "I! from what J have jun Hid: 

SlIlce Ihe {'(lIl('!U!'IOZ}S from this urf' a lmost too obvIOus to requIre 8 distinct statement, 

If there an! IlOW no hopeI! of 11 m-~ul pflSSRg'f', as these ought to haW' e<>1tSf'<i 1011;': 

ago, J am Bware that it would be 8. matter ofJu!lt bOIl!'-t to 13riuun, could itA nnvl,tol'tl. 

who 11lil'l~ already eflecu-d flO much for ~mph~', com plett." the lll\\'i~"1ltioll and flTTrVe~' 

ufthe northern shores 01 AmerICA, Still mon' muy thIS be II JUfltifinhle, as Ii dHiml 

O~il'Cl, when it IS to their spint of I'llterpn"e and IIbilit~, thot the Il orid ('lI\e!' ne1lrl~ "'I 

that IS ~'et knO" '11 ~pt"<'tmg VlUololl!! ob.::eu", nnd (ilflicul, pit"(,{, of geog-nlphy, Stlff'I)' 

also It ill right. t.hnt 1111':' h(lld Spirit should n(ll fl:t t! for \\'11111 of thp Ill!'an!' of e).t."rtion, 

nor thelK' abiht~ and ('xperiel1el' nnd sMl'lle(' lie donmUlt , Of ('CI\!:>t' t o be cultl\'ult,c\ feu 

want of object.! capable of roUSIIl!! nmbltzon, and nf oceupat.lOuf: \I hich Ill!ly tempt 1m'II 

to make or maintain thcmseh~ I,ho.t mell enn bt>, "hCfl lIldue('IIl('llts un' held Out to 

them, 

W bere economy is put mlCl tlw balauec ag;un~ t all tillS, It IS a contcml'tzbl t' 1,.'rt>Tlom~ 

indeed; too nlllch 8S soch false economy has lJeeolll(' the rule uf an u!.:;(' wlucl! ha~ 

rendered our once li bE-ral, and IIpl('nd idl y liberol country, 11 fur othf'r Bntllin t han it onCI 

was. AltUI, that men cannot see how lIliscmblc is till' !;piht of m(!Il('~' maklne Ilnd 

money saving, how wr('tCh~ly dcbn~ed man bet.-o1U('S when ti ll!' foml~ his suit· pU1"Iuit. 

wben aU bi& notions of moral t.-oudllct are confined WIthin the base eOO(' of Franklin'li 

.. P oor1tichard j" to produee the eAi-'clI which it htul don(> in the country to willch ht' 

preached hi&--" religIOn," I mayeaU it, not merely its morolity, Not s ueh 1il the SplfJl 

of m y noble-minded friend , to whom the world is nov.' mdebted for thl' prooucLS of'th e 

present voyage: mB}' this example teach Englishmeu what they may be ogni n : for 

IUcb .; be is, have EngliShmen been, 

Let me be eltcused a remark into whicl1 gratitude and justice, not less than pure fij1d 

disinteretrted admiration bave led me: while I must conclude these ebscn-aliOIlS 'with 

• repetition of tbe suggestions wbieb 1 hnl'e offered in the commencement of my 

joumiJ. If I was unfortunate in my own Ilteam vc&iiel, this W8I not t he mil

btuoe fI the p lan, bot of the vessel itJJclf: yet. no, not of th e ship, ita llise or 

COoatliietiOll, but of ill wretched and diacreditable machinery, M y opinion re

nram. l1Daitered : a "elscl intended for d iscov'erica in the&(! regions ought not to 
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draw more than teo feet of water I IIhe ought. to be strong, as our own WUs and 

halldy also III point of rigging : and she ought further to bave ... team f:ogine,Ior 

occaaional sen'ices, tlle rea&oos for which I have asugned tn the begirming of the 

followiug narrative. 

I have Dot, III tne&e Duscellaneou8 remarkll on the '1ueatiOD of.. H north-Wftl 

p8illn~ge." glVt'1l Ijuch .ketcnf.'S of my gwgraph,cal d.lscoveries 8.1 1 ought perMP' 

to condense, In som(> form, In UUIl introduction, slDce no opportunity for it haa 

olfered In the JOMnlal, and Since a connected \'Iew of tbe facti ought DOt, ~ 

&&bly, be easily extracted from It, by rfndcllI not previously acquainted with the 

lubJoot, und lI.oove all with the precetlmg du.'covcn,s, made by myself IlDd my 

successors. 

it II IlD p<.lM.blc, Indeed. W uo tlllI' III worda ak,uu, and without reference to a 

c hart, to a PIClUft! of f!U!t.i; WIHCh saves mlllly .... ords, and also presents to ~ 

eye", hat 110 length or detail of language ever can do. Let the reader at least 

turn to t.hat chart, as It I" Ilere ~Wt:II, and, with Its wd, a few warda will eWeet 

all that II. neces8ary. 

It wtll thence be seen that the lost POUlt Ill. Pnllee Regent'8 inlet which Sir 

Edward. Parry had been able to attalll, WR II Cape Garry; and hence my own di .. 

cowerles may be marKt,<1 as commeuclllg at thlll pllico. If not wery exteulllive in point of 

space, they ure mllluLe IUld accuraLC: under ou r extraordmary detenbOll fOl' 80 long 

n tuuc, III so narrow a tract, they could not indeed have been enlarged, over a. 

('ountry \\ here trtHclling by land WOIi so complett:ly reatncted by it. mount.aioout, 

or rather IlIlIy lurlll, and far more by the Ice an~ IOnow with wlucb it was a1mo.' 

cleOlally cove red, as 1I0t lelis by the very lillort acuon of a few weelu when alooe 

any travelling \\U8 posSible. Th.! mmutcueA and that accuracy are indeed far 

~realer than the subject required; so that it may be but Ii wortbleta bout to aay, 

lhat they exceed iu thill respect any lblOg ever yet done by navigaton. 10 ew 

South WII.Ie.s. ~ucb work would have had a vu.lue. wbich it ne't'er can ~ 

here; but we had little else to do, and no barm at least waa prodUCed by thi. 

luperRuous care. , 
11le cbllrt WIU &bow that from the. point which 1 have named, our suney oC cbis 

shore extended to the 69th degree of latitude, and between tbe longitudes ()f 89 aad 99, 

~nninating at the place to which I have given the name of Point Franklin. Benet.t 

d2 
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atended through this portion of the Northern American continent, 80 u to give a oorre<'t 

draugbtofthe interior land, with lUi multifarioualak08 and rive .... oyer .. Ip&ee for wluch 

thecbart must be consulted, Since It cannot. be defined by words. Thus, further reaching 

to the westem shore of thai Is thmus to wluch I have givell tht! JUline BoothIa, it IUt~ 

defint'd dUll portion of the coast between the Illtitudes 72" 3D, and 09", and tlndler 

lon~lludcl! 1~'lOg between 89" and 99° w('IIL 
What It liM tlmA effected for the geography of tillS part. of the continent of AIUt'nCR 

1& therefore obvious; but I must further note in \,hat. ma nner t.hese d~overles conduct· 

tll that general problem, to whIch an lIu.crest., nex t III lelt8t to that of It " lIorth-"!.!I" 

passage" has been attaclH ... '<i; ,nwllcl~·. the completIOn of the coast Ime of the Nortlwru 

American coutwe_lll, from Bchrlllg'~ stl'llit to Baffiu's bay, a8 It had been dctenmnl·d 

by tJl/~ several nangators employed on this inquiry, nnder the more recent as Inut, 

re.Dlot.e voyages. 

1f, III tlte catalogue w)th IdllCh I halc commcncl'd tllI!l IIltroduCllon, I have HICU· 

tloned tJ1C several dllll.ant and uuconnectcd POUlts \\ JlLcb had k en noted, or th e COlU.I~ 

which had been more extcnsIH1y exammed, by Hearne and Mackcn1.u,:, U) tlto .. .! ll/i .. 

had preceded them III comulg from..the (~I\StWllrd through Behnng's "trait, Ilnd by tlw 

navigators and lrovdlen; IlltO ",cre emploYI·d Oil th{'f:e sen 'ices alter my first vOylt!.w. 

fIlLmely, Parry, Franklin, a nd Beechy, so Illay I now suy that the hnc of the AIllt:ncau 

northern &hore \\ Ilidl hat. thus been tnleed uy the ir Join t labou~, IS t ile follo\\ LIIg. T h,· 

dlarl mdeed shows It; but for thO&e to whom the eXlI.ffillllitiOIl a nd measurmg of chart •• 

ii a matler of some elTort, Bud for v. hom cloipeclally it IS difficult to tl"tlCe a11 ext.ent III 

miles, under the ratio which these bear to degree. of iOllgllude III those northern latl· 

tude&, the following verbal exph\natlons will be of use. 

Commencing at Behrmg'li f'tralt alid from the Cape DUlTow vf Beech y, the ('Gait 

has now been marked , by O\'*11S howen:r of nautical surveys only, and tuose or ('ou rse 

far from minute, wblle also not always boasting of much a.ccuracy,lhcnc~ to P uiut Back 

of Franklin. Here;, and III fill' lUI the mouth of ~ackenzle rivcr, beiqg the only disc()\'ery 

of tbat lravellQl', it II agalil laid down by RichardlQll to the exit of the Copper-mule 

river~ being Hearne'. sole discovery on the coait. Thence to Point Tumagwn, lie t.he 

dilCOv~ of Franklin j after which, in the progrcu elUllward u fu lUI Point Jan" 

~kli.D. t.beft it a blank. of 222 ·miict, which we hope wiU be filled up by Captall1 

Back. ShoWd thie expectatioo he gratified, the diacovcriei wlllch 1 have thul tract!d 
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will be united to our own ; when all that"iII be wanted to eomplele our knowledge 01 

the northem coast of America will tM! the space bttween the Banu"1and tJf P ... ry, anti 

Boothia Felix. Thus the progre •• and connexion of theee l!eyerai diteOveries bringa U" 

to Cape Turnagain, bein~ the nearest poiot. to1'to,.m which we had protracted our OWII 

myestigatiolls : end hence it appeltn that the blank which now remains on tbe c.barl 

Uetween that fX'iDt and the westemm06t land which we had either touched, or infer.red 

by lohe usual mod es ofobservntion, Illnount!J, in English miles, to 500. J hue elsewhen: 

sa1d, how much· J .N'grt ttf'd that Commnnder R OIl!'! was prevented from utendiog tht: 

lournf'Y<C \\ hlCb he undertook towurd the west, 80 far tu! to hut completed this oon

nexion, which " 'ould thus hnvf' left. nothing for futul'OJexamination between this point 

Illld Behring's straIt. but the other 8p1l('e!t already mentioned . 1 must,oo...eYer. admIt 

Ills plea, grounded on the diflieultv of carry ing Ot' procl!TIng prov~ion!!, rather thl\lI 

0 11 auy Imlx:di mf'IlLS olfen-d by the coulltr~ or the ciullate; unavoidably regretting, 

Ile\'crthciess, that w(' could not command the mean~ of completing this very Ihort por

lion of the coost, and of thus droll ill!: on ou r chnrt that line, of which perhaps the only 

Ioltll"fnctlun that clln toV!'r Ix> dCr1\'ed would be, that there IS, on a p iece of paper, a. 

black Ii li t' IIlst(',lti of a blank . But of such illlo!!inary joys does human happineu full 

often cOllo:ist: and what matter, if e,'en les!! than til is, the anatomy ,;)f a 8y's toe, or 

whll.te \·cr clse, lVill IK' rv(' to make men happy, ond proud of themselves 1 

{In whf.lt c l£le remallls unknown of the .>\merican coast , from the northernmOlt POint 

Ull this western shore which our voyage IHld as('~rtained. I need say nothing, sincE" I 

have not undertaken to analyze or describe the whole of this yet unsettled line. 'I"he 

chart itJlelf can bt> consulted for what remains hence to Lancaster strait; of the COh

tIlHllty of willch ooast J prelume there can be no douBt, since thill may be inferred from 

that of the eastern sho res examined by Sir Edward Parry and myself. Ortbe exceed

ingly uncertain Ilnd obscure nature of tha t land te nnoo Me)villf!i.stand" 1 have not the 

.mallest right to speak : und although I circumlllwigated Baffin', bay in roy finll 

voyage, thus restoring to that able and e.xtraordinary mall the hooours of wbich it had 

been attelllpted to rob h im, I will not say that there may not be in it an opening to the 

northward, Wld possibly at more pQints than ooe, and will therefore not ofI'er ' .IIY COIL 

jectures respecting the nature of nIl thia tract from Melville iJlands eYeD to Greenland, 

ita insularity, or rather insularities, or on what the extent, nature, lind conn 'Oh' of 

lbeiC iil:mdi lOay be, if, aa is presumed, they form & group of this kiud, 10 defined 
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Imd restricted too, as to lea\'e a wide IUld cleat oeean .. bout the northem pote. of tlle 

earth; If not a (( polar basin" ill the sense of one of the well-known 8poculations on this 

~bjeet. 

But t.he results of the present 'foyage, nut! a comparilon of that of Baffin with my 

original one, which 1 could not have.made at tlla! lime wilh the .ame con6dcnce as I 

now do, added to some furt.her invesLigatious into this subject which 1 could not then 

have ,-entured on, nnd m~ght probably not have had the confidence to propos6 wit1:.vut 

Ihe nc,,-~und8 of judgment which 1 have now acquired, h8.v~ led to ~me conclusions 

"hleh I must no"' state. To mytelf, they seem of considerable moment, not merely 8' 
they concem.t.he aecuracy, or o.hcrwisc, of (he nndent n.,riga-tors of the flees ill qu~ 

tion, but l\i tbpy relat.tl to the true ~phy of tho!lc regiOO8, 80 long obsoure, and 80 

long the source of error nnd ob5curity to m On!: mod~m voyagei'll, U to geogmpherfl and 

their labours j with the consequence of producing confusion and doubt in all that relates 

to the charts of these &eas, und to the true forms and relations of the land in {hia part 
of tbe ",·orld . If, io any manner, the examination and -analysis in question may seem, 

to the ignorant, to aUack tbe reputation of any of our modem disoovcrer8, let me 

as6ure them that there are no 8uch thoughts in my nlind ; as it is not my own 

opinion, that any thing on which I can defend the discoverie8 of the ancient nari

t;ators, ought, in the s lightest manner, to interfere with the claillls or diminish the 

menta oftho&e ",·bo hue receutly followed in the 81\me career. 

No one, of those at leut who flTe acqullin~d with the theory of nuigatioll, or with 

the acicocea on wbich it depends, can be ig llornnt of the difficulty which the ancient 

oaviga:tOl"S found io determining thei r longitudes. 1 need scarcely say bow little wu 

then k.nown even of p-.ctical matnetiJm, of such simple facts lUI tbe variation and tbe 

dip of tbe needle. and still less need 1 bere notice bow uncertain were the rueanlof 

determining Ie tbe loogitude." 

That Baffin sbould but have ahared in thi, general difficulty, i. no cnuae for 

IUrpriee; and thence it i. that I have treced thoae error. of his which 1 am about to 

uo\e. Dot to r.ucb obeervationr. as he might have made during a run of a few daya acroe. 

the head of \he 'bay bearing his name, but to the dtstanee and length of time which waa 

pused Oyer and occupied during hi, voyage t.hither from England j the latter amouo\ .. 

Iftg to lOme month", taDd the former beiDg only a few da,... 
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In consequence of thi. more than 'llIptcion, anee it W9.! \he unque8tionab~ source of 

all his subsequent erron. 1 have commenced by laying dowlllbe true loogltude. of Lbe 

east coast of this bay, as determined by thole modern Dlethods which leave but thtl 

slig hteet error; thence RSilUUling thia all the- basta, or .. point of departure," for all tb~ 

subsequent delA:rnUoa.bona which he has made, aud which 1 have here Wldertak.eu 

to correct. 

- -...u.aving fil'8tdetermined this, and thence assuming W8l the distance estimated by Wlll 

III his 8~ ... aCr0&6 ih bay is correct, since I do not. see bow be could here 

have committed an error of aoy posnible moment, it mUSl follow iliat he .had seen aU 

that land to the east of MelVille ilhuxls Md the nort'1 of Fury st.rait, which 1\'e have 

suppoeed to hav6 been first wiCovered by our recent navif,raton. 

The consequence of tlul becomes vcry remarkable on au iWipection of OUf present .nd 

Ilew charta. The strait of the Hecla and Fury, as In.id down by Parry, thu. prove:a 1.0 

be the Baffin'a IItrait of tbill nuigator; while we land now laid down by U8 aalying LO 

the eastward of Prince Regent's inlet, will turn out to be. James'. island, as named by 

Jum~, Further, that land to the southward of this island, of which we ha.ve trnced the 

eastern coast, but of which we have not c:a;aDuned we mItts, ahouid be the" three 

181"nd&" ofBa1l:i.u and hia Cumberland island: wllile it is to be bopedthat fu ture emmilla. 

tioo will \'erify hia usertions. 00 t.he same ground., our Ban'Ow'. aUlUt will be the 

lauCB.ater sound of Baffin, as our coust of North SomcnlCt, thus named by Parry, will 

pro\'C to be that which Baffin temled PrInce William's land. The oppoaed shore, the~ 

fore, which hu been called North Devon, will equally be the west aide of James'a 

i.land. 

Let it now be 8Uppoaetl that theee views are incorrect, and we will then see tbe ton· 

lie«ucncet\ which will follow; bit the&e, if I mistake not, will confiCUl the criLici'Dlj 

which I 11ID here making. Though Baffin', longitude is inoorrect on Lbe east aide of 

hi, bay, which be has placed ucarly foW' degrees too far to the eastward, it hall been 

found, 00 the weit.ide, to be 110 coincident with the observations of modem navigaton 

at that place which I fonuerly considered the entrance of Lancuter iOund, and hI. 

thlli nllm~ iu my chart of 1818, t.hat the result would be to uterminaie Jatuell' i&tand 

al~ther; which cannot be, without cooaidering Jtllne&'s accoWlt to be falsa. 

Haying thus palOsed aucb geogra:pb iea.l criticism on this ,ubject., as my voyag and 

the detluctioll& 1 htl\'e since made from them SCClU amply to justify, 1 must DOW turo to 
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the "'''eStern portion of these northem shores, t.hat I may compare the really pnuling and 

oblcure account. of Bernarda and Juan de Fuca with the recent examinations, or dis· 

covene., as they ba,"e not unnaturally been termed, which my followers and coodjutor~ 

have made on this part oCthe northern coost of America: still, however, disclaiming all 

intentioo to deprive them of their well-merited nnd hard-enrned honoun;. 

I think I have good reasons to suppose that these very early navigators effected their 

vo~'ages by pure coasting, as was the practice in the far more remote times. ot ~Ie 

1U1Clents, and, for the mOlt palt, of our Scandinavian ancestors, wiil • .,,,( nny regllrd to 

obiiervationa, for which they did fnot much care, 88 they bad little meana of malting 

those. Thus do I believe it possible that they passed through Behring' s strait, and held 

on their course even as far as that part of this cout which I have termed the isthmus of 

Uoothia; while r Gad, in tlleir accounts, a sufficient congruity with those of our modern 

discoverers to justify this belief. This is especially remarkable in the fact whi ch I 

noted in a former part of this Introduction, namely, that Bernards had sailed towards the 

cut.., to a certain longitude, and bad there ascended a land, not flU" from Davia'i strait 

or Ba.ffill's bay, whi,ch I have concluded, on good grounds,8A it seema to me. to have 

been the isthmus of Boothia, Supposing now that my views of the voyages of these 

tYo'O navigators are correct, it is plain that the.y had long ago effected, in some mallner 

at least. what bas since been perfonned by KoUebue. Beechy, Hearne.. :Mackenzie 

and Franklin i doing even more. since the last point to the eastward which they 

reachGd was that isthmUI which I have jUlt named. 

Thia subject. however, is 80 ob&eW'e lD itself, while the novelty of tbia criticilim, 

tldded to tb3.t obscurity, iS8ucb as to render all verbal 6lI:plaoations inauffic~l. that 1 

ha\'cCOIIst.ruet.ed a chart, here appended, for tho purpose of rendering it more intelligible. 

It wiU require some attention, even to consult and understand that chart j bUllhe follow. 

II\g ex.planatioll witl, I hope, render it ioteUigible to every reader. and at the same time 

.d~ual.e to the appreciation ofthia picceofgeographieal criticism. It will be seen that 

it alao lI;Cl'Veil to ilIU1trate those remarks on Baftio which I have just made i while 

hariDg aot.bing of the aame nalure to diacUN respecting Bernarda and De Fu~, I 

.. _ eutirol)' tNlt to tbil cbart, and the following eJ:plaoationl of it. 
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INTRODUCTION. '" 
Erpiatlatio" of the Clanrt. 

This draught, whI ch 1 have constructed from a comparison of our modern knowledge 

with the records of the old navigators in qu~tion, presents at one view the 'pace which 

eIlend, from Britain to Behring's strait. 

The black and shaded outline shows the fonn of the land as it is DOW known by the 

_ t(8earches of modern navigators. -The cfOl~.! l:o.t,. denotes the coast which was erroneoully laid down in longitude by 
" Baffin; and the difference between this line and the shaded coast OIl the east fide or 

his bay, is the brre81 error in his longitude of tbi, shore which 1 have noticed in the 
• preceding remarks. 

The red lillf!, where it reacbea along the eastern shore of Baffin's bay. repreaente his 

draught oflhat shore, but it is transferred further westward aceording to the realloD~ 

tude; while the lWIle line1 to the westward exhibit his notions of the land OD this side, 

according to the difference of longitude which he bas himself given: tbus denoting the 

breadth of his bay in longitude, together with the position of Jame!l's i8land, Baffin', 
Um:e islands, and Cumberland island. 

Again, the two lower pairs of red lines to the westward, represent the tcactl of De 

Fuca and De FOllte, as drawn in their charts. But as there is no opening on this pRrl 

of the coast, they must have gone througb Behring' •• trait, if tbey e ... er made Buch a 

pa.ssage as they relate: and the two upper linea are therefore meant to represent the 

track they must hue made to reach the isthmus of Boothia, wbich I have reason to 

believe they did, from the conformity of their dC8Criptions to what we saw. Bernarda 

must have equally paa.'Ied through Behring's liitrait; and thence tbetame linea may sen·c 

to represent his track also. 



EXPLANATION OF SEA AND TECHNICAL TERMS 
USED f ,V f CY SEAS . 

• 
I ceberg, an insulated mountain of ice. 

A field, Ii piece of ice 80 large that its extent cannol be &een. 

A }lOt, n piece of'llce of considerable size, hut the extent of which can be distingUlstwd 

A pate!" a number of pieces of ice overlapping and joining each other. 

A stream, n number of pieces of ice joining each other in a ndge or in any po.rucular 

direction. 

Loosl! ice, a number of pieces of ice near each other, but through which the lihlp t>1U1 

make way . 

Sailing ict, a number of pieces of ice at a distance 8ufficient to enable a ship to bt:il. t 

to wind ward among it. 

Brasla iet, ice in Ii broken state, and in 8uch small PieceS that the ship can easily force 

through. 

Cake iet, ice formed in the early part of t.he &eason. 

1Ja!l iCI!, newly-formed icc huing the colour ofthe water. 

lIu.mmocb af ict, lumps thrown up by some pressure or force, 011 a field or floe. 

lieavy iCf, that which ha.s a great depth in proportion, and not in a state of decay. 

A lafle or veill, a Ilarrow channel between two floe.ll or fieldi, or between the Ice and 

the abore. 

Delft, aurrounded with ice !IO as to be obliged to remain immovable. 

Nipt, caught and jammed between two pieces of ice. 

A tongue, a piece of ice projecting from an iceberg or Ooe, which is under water. 

A coif, a piece of ice which break. from the lower part of a field or berg, and rise. 

with violence to the IIlTrace of the water. 

• 2 



"XlII I EXPLANATION OF SEA AND TECHNICAL TERMS. 

.A barrUr, ice stretching from the land ice to the!!Ca ice, or across a channel av as to 

be impassable. 

Land ice, ice attached to the shore, within which there is no channel. 

Sea iu, ice within which there is a separation from the lund. 

A 'Md, U chllnnel III a direct line through the sea. 

Ponwkl' j (I', ice formed after 1\ fall of snow. 

A !wtch of iet, seplU1lte masses of ice joined, but of small eJ:lcnt. 

, 

A pock, masses oriee joined by pressure, the cxtent of which can~o!..be sccn. -
Sludge, ice having the appearnncc orsilow just tbrown in the water, which t;earcely 

Impedes the ship. , 
A fltgllt, n buy in Il fl oe of ice. 

To bore, or boring, plessin~ the i:hip thmngh small icc or young icc, under sail. 

A crow', 11(,1, a cylindrical hOUf~e at the mast-head, to protect d~ look~ut man from 

('old. 

A Millk, ice blink, pecuhar white appearance of the sky in the direction of the ice ; 

or o,'e r distant ice. 

A blink, land blink, peculiar .ye.llrm appelU1lnce of the sky over the distant land. 

W oteT ' ''.'1, a dark appearance of the sky indicating c1car water in that direction. 

l"oung ia, ice which has been formed during the day or IlIght. 

Drift iu, pieces of ice less than floos of l'arioui: shapes and si7.es. 

J:1ummocky iu, ice 80 uneven amI rough i\S to be impassable or nearly so on foot. 

FI'esJ,-wat~ ice, icc formed on a lake or fresh water, and whicll is transparent. 

Fire hole, a hole in the ice, kept open ill order to obUi.in I"ater to extinguish fire. 

S cupptr, holea through the side or g unwale to let water out . 

.Iigger masl, a smal l mast at the stern, with a sail resembling a lug sail. 

KI'tJng, the body of a whale aft.er the blubber is taken off. 
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SECOND 

VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 
TO 

THE ARCTIC REGIONS . 
• 

CHAPTER I. 

TilE PItOJECT OF TilE EXPEDITION, AND ITS OUTFIT. 

l\..l~rER tile return of that expedition which had attempted to 

reach die P ole ill J827, I submitted, to the Lords COllunissioners of 

the Admiralty, and, subsequently, to tbe Lord High Admirah-.. tbe 

piau of the voyae"e which [ am now about to relate. [had long 

been convinced that tile navi,b"fltion of the arctic sea would prove 

more easy to a stemn vessel than to any merely saili.ng ship, anel 

101' reasons which will , 1 be lieve, be fully appreciated by all to whom 

this nRvibration is fallliliar. 'VIlen the ice is open, or the sea navi

gable, it is either calm, 01' the wind is adverse, since it is to southerly 

winds that this state of things is owing: so that the sailing vessel 

is stopped exactly where every thing else is in her favour, while 

the steow boat can make a valuable progress. The small draught 

of water in these vessels is another advantage; their power can also 

u 



2 SECOND VOYAOE OF' DISCOVERY 

drive them throug h bay ice where, ex cept in a fresh and favourabl e 

breeze, a sai ling ship would be entirely impeded: while to add to 

all , the facility with which they can be moved , witllOut wind, or 

in spite of it, mlL'it render it compnrati \Tely easy for them to avoid 
the ma.,.ge~ of ic:e, and also to find places of shelter, where other 

" ~!'els would fail. 

This proposal was not, however. accepted : but being satisfied 

that the possibility of the expected route to the westward, throngh 

Prince Regent's inlet, might thus be established, or othenvise, 

and the question, therefol'~, as far as related to a north-west pa..~ 

sage by tllis strait, be set at rest, I "esolved not to abandon my 

desih,on, withont making SOlUt! further trials, in another manner. 

I therefore laid tI,e scheme which I I,nd formed, before Mr. 

Sheriff Booth, an old and intimate fri end, witll wllOse liberality 

and spirit 1 was well o,('A] uainted: but a~, at that time J the parlia

mentary rewaI'd of 20,0001. was sti ll held out to the discoverer or 

11 north-west passage, he declined embarking in what mig ht he 

deemed, by others, a mere mercantile speculation . 

lul8-28, I Ilgain submitted my plan to the Admiralty, with sOllie , 
improvements; but the answer which I received was, that govern-

ment did not intend to send out any more expeditions on this 

enqUIry. 

I was thea persuaded to apply to Mr. Thornton, of Old Swan, 

a well-known London merc'bant: pointing Ol1t to him, as a temp

tation, the value of tile promised reward, and that of the Fury's 

stores, wl,ich I could uot fail to reach . My answer was delayed 

for three montllS; and, at tire end of that time, it was a refusal . 



TO THE ARCTIC REGIONS . 3 

Soon after, it was with some surprise I heard that a bill had 

been brought into parliament and passed; of which, wbiJe aboljsb

iog the board of Longitude, the etrect also was to repeal tbat which 

had held out tbe above named reward for the ,liscovery of a north

west pas.o;;age. 

Whatever else might he my thoughts on this subject, it I,ad tbe 

advantage of alleast removing tbe scruples of 1I1r. Sberiff Booth : 

and I accordinglyret-eived from him, in the most liberal and dis-
• 

interested manner, entire power to provide on his account, all that 

I deemed necessary for the expedition . 

After examining various steam ships that were advertised for 

sale, J purchased, at Liverpool, the Victory, which had been once 

employed as a packet between that port and the Isle of Man, and 

replaced the. old paddles by the superio,' ones of Mr. Robertson's 

construction: arriving with her in London, -on the second of 

November. 

Here sbe was put iuto tbe hands of Mr. Fearnall, to be raised 

on, 311d to be strengthel~ed in the usual manner, which I need not 

describe. Her original tonnage was 86; but by raising five feet 

and a half on her, she became capable of carrying a hundred and 

fifty tons, including the engine with the necessary complement of 

proVlslons. 

The engiJ>e was made by Braithwaite and Erickson, being a 

patent contrivance; and the paddle wheels were so constructed 

that they could be hoisted out of tile water in a minute. There 

was no 8ue; instead of wlnch , the fire;: were kept in aCbon by 
bellows, and it was, of conrse, a high pressure engine, the boilers 

02 
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of which were heated by pipes passing through them , in a manner 

now sufficiently f.'lmilia.r. 

The ~tores of provision onrl fuel were for a thousand days: the 

former being of the h~t quality, anel containing a pro))ortion of 

preserved mea te.; : while all the usual necessaries which experience 

Iwd tnnght us to provide for sneh voyages as this, were snpplied ill 

the same liberal manner. 

lVith instruments we were well furnished: ha\'ing every thing , 
that could be really wanted . Besides two chronometeTs of my own, 

there \Va.;:, one lent by Messrs. Parkinson and Frod.'3hnm, and three 

were entrusteu to liS by ~Ir. l\furray. I had a. transit instrument 

of tluee feet mdiuf', a theodolite of nine inches, and a powerful 

tele~pe hy 'l\llley; with fi,'e sextant"" two altitude instruments, 

four barolll et:er~, twelve thermometers, two dipping needles, and 

several com pas.~: bt:~iJ es which H. M. Government Jent me 

several valuable in!':trnments and books which had been nsed in 

the fonner expeditions. 

Having at length brought every thing to a state of forwardness, 

I signified my intentions to the Adnmalty; and soon after made 

them public. On this, applications to serve in the expedition 

under me, cru.ne from many quarters, even from offieers of my 

own rol1k; some of whom also offered to bea.r a share in tlle 

expenees, so strong was the interest which bad been excited. They 

were not less numerous from men who wished to serve as sa1101"5: 

but my officers had already been chosen, and tbe Iillll of mell was 

soon 61\ed . up. 

As my se(!9nd in command, I had chosen my nephew, Com. 
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mander Ross, who had been on everyone of the northern voyages : 

while my former Pur~r in the b .... bella . 1\.1r. Thorn, volunteered 

as third; both of these officers undertaking, like myself, to sen'e 

without pay. A Surgeon, Mr. Macdiarmid, was procured some 

time afterwards. 

Among the petty officers were three mates : and our crew con

si:r-;ted of a carpenter and his mate, two engineers, three stokers, a 

.~teward , a cook , and nine seamen; the names of tbe ship's com-

"any were as follow : 

John Ross, Captain, R . N. 

James Clark Uoss, COllunander, ditto. 

\\,illiam Thom, Purser, ditto. 

George ~1acdiarmid , Surgeon. 

Thomas llltmky, first Mate. 
'l'llomas Abernethy, second ditto. 

George Taylor, lhird ditto. 

Cbimham Tilomas, Carpenter. 

Alexander Bnmton, first .E.llgin~er , 

Allan l\Iacinnes, second ditto. 

\\' illiam Light, Steward. 

Henry Eyre, Cook. 

Richard Wall, Harpooner. 

James Curtis, ditto 

.John l>ark, Seaman. 

Anthony Buck, ditto. 

John Wood, ditto. 

• 
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David Wood, Seaman . 

Robert Shref' \le, Carpenter's 1\fat.e. 

James 1\Iar:-lin, ArlllOllrer . 

. l ames Dixon, Stoker. 

George Bax'ier, ditto. 

\TilJiam Haroy, ditto, afterwards, in consequl'nce of tht> loss 

of his arl11 , replaced at Port Logan, by 

Barnard Laug),y, ditto. 

Thus were the 3rrl:lngements of onr ship completed : but .thi f.! 

(lid not constitute th ,., whole of till' pl:-tl1. 

It being neces.~'l ry to carry stores and provIsIOns for f.levera I 

year~, to which our own tonnage was unequal, it had been in

tended to take a consort storeship for tllis purpo~e: on the sup

position that while carrying to Prince R egellt's inlet wlJatt vt:r 

was thought necessary, ~he might also fish by the way, and furtllt.-r, 

hring away some of the !'tores of tIle Fury ; ,,"0 w, to compensatt', 

to the liberal fitter-out of this expedition, for such additiollal 

expenee, as might thus be incllrred . 

A wbaler, built of te..'lk, and in every way adapted to sucll a 

sen;ce, was therefore purcllased at Greenock; Ly name the Johu , 

manned with a crew of fifty-four men, :md cOlllmanded Ly 

the master, Coombe, under whom slle had fOl'merly sailed in tlJ t: 

whale fishery . H er appointed rendezvous was Loch Ryan, and 

she was under the charge of 1Ilr. Thom. The event of this 

arrangement, which proved a failure, will appear but. too soon in 

tl,e following journal. 

It being also thonght expedient to have It secondary vessel of'l' 
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large a tonnage as our own (:ould conveniently manage, we ob

tained, by the kindness of the Admiralty, the decked vessel of six

teen tons burden which had accompanied a former expedition 

intended for the Pole; giving her the name of Krusenstern : 

and we were provided with two boats which Imd been used by 

Captain Franklin . 

In March 1829, I addressed letters to tbe severa l learned soci.

tiel": ~ignj(ying my intentions, and requesting to know in what 

mallller I could aid them in their several objects of pursuit; receiv

ing from each, such answers as they thought proper. 

My last application wa .. to tbe different foreign ambassadors, 

with a reque~t to be considered neutral in case of war; on whicll 

passports were readily granted: while the rJ'reasury issued an 

order for the remission of duties on such articles embarked in the 

vessel, as were subject to impost. 

I may end by saying, that the ship wa~ visited before our 

departllre, by the Lords of the Admiralty and several persons of 

rank and science; and that I had the honour of receiving the best 

wishes of his pl·esent Majesty for the success of my enterprise. 
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CHAPTER II. 

LE AVE TilE RIVEn.- n k TENTION AT TilE I 8.LE OF MAN- -ACCIDEN'f TO 

THE E:\'GlNEEll- L ANDINC AT po nT LOG.-\N-AIUliVAL IN LOCIt 

RYA~-MEETING OF THE J OliN TENDEIL 

'l'HE twenty-third of May having been at length fixed on lor our 

departure, I attended at Il,e Admiralty, and took my leave: the 

official engagements of Lord Melville alld Sir George' Cockburn 

not permitting them to prty a final visit to the ship, as had been 

intended_ Arri"ing at Woolwich, I found my excellent fi-i en(1 Sir 

Dyam Martin, Comptroller of the Navy, and Sir John Franklin, 011 

board ; and we were afterwards honoured by the visit of the Duke 

of Orleans (his present Majesty of France), attended by the (then) 

Duke of Chartres a.nd a numerous suite. 

If the inspection of the arrangement'; was a source of gratifica

tion to our visitors, my fri ends were as J ittle satisfied as myself with 

what I had long anticipated, if not to so great an extent; and 

which, while it was to be a cause of hourly tonnent and vexation 

to us for many weeks, was at lengtll to lead. to the abandonment 

of oDe of our chief hopes, in addition to all the waste of time and 

money, consequent 00 the grossly negligent conduet of our engine-
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makers. The ship bad been brought by ber steam power from tb. 

upper part of Galleon's reach, to the buoy opposite to the dock ; 

but ller progress was so slow as to promise nothing but disappoint

ment; while, even thus early, a part of her machinery bad become 

displaced, so as to be an additional soure< of uelay. 

Ueceiving bere the materials of the boats which had been lent 

us by the Government, together witb a spare foreyard wbich had 

been made for us, we were also joined by Mr. 11lOmas A bemethy, 
• 

Gunner of tbe Blossom, and Mr. Chimham Tbomas, Carpenter of 

the Eurydice, who had both ,:olunteered; tIle fonner on tbe pre

ceding day, and the latter but a few hours before. Abernethy had 

been leading man on two fonner expeditions, and 11,omas was also 

accustomed to the northern seas; while both load been promoted 

for good conduct. If I had reason to cousider these two men "" 

forming a valuable acquisition, so have I especially cause to be 

gl1lteful to the Admiralty for the prompt and handsome manDer in 

which they were discharged on my application; leave of absence 

having bee,n given, and their names placed on the cheque at 

Woolwich. 

At three o'clock, my ,Ieservedly esteemed friend Mr. Booth, with 

his nephew and two more gentlemen, came on board, with the 

intention of accompanying us to Margate. and we sailed at six, 

with oor boat the Krusenstenl in tow, after taking in our gun

powder at the lower buoy; Captain Beaufort, the Admiralty 

hydrographer, with Mr. and .Mrs. Feamall, having been the last 

to quit us. We arrived nt Gravesend, under our steam, at eleven 

o'clock, anchoring to stay the tide and wait for a pilot; and here 

c 
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the constrnctors of our execrable macllj])ery~ :&lessrs. Braithwaite 

and Erickson left us. The river pilot being discharged, and the 

new one coming on boru'd, we weighed a.t 6 A. 1\1. , with a light 

breeze from tbe west, througb wbicb, although aided by the engine, 

we did not reach l\fargate under twelve hours, though by the 

inner c.hannel; Ollr rate of going varying from 3~ to 4. miles ]ler 

hour. Hailing a fishing boat at seven, our best friend, with his 

companions , took lea\'c of us; little foreseeing at that tilne the 
• 

length of Ollr Sf'paration, and the dOllUts Iiereafte .. to arise whether 

we should ever meet again on tliis side of eternity. 

Whatever my former fears or suspicions might have been, the 
defects of the machinery, now that we were fairly embarked on 

our , 'oyage, began to weigh very seriously on my mind; as I DOW 

also discovered much more imperfection than our lonner opportu

nitics had afforded the means of even conjecturing. '11Jle boilers 

leaked so mucb, that t.lle additional forcing pump which had been 

plac.ed in tbe engine room to be worked by hand, was kept <'011-

stantly going; while tbe fresh water necessary to compensate that 

loss could not be spared, even on the p"ssage to Scotland. It was 

moreover impossible for tile men to remain, for any length of tilDe, 
at this work, in a place where the temperature was above 9bc

: 

while, although tbey performed it without murmuring, tlley soon 

became exhausted, as I was fully convillced by tbe fainting of olle 

of tbem, whom it therefore bef-ame necessary to bring on deck 

before he could be recovered . How much more painfully I Willi 

yet to be convinced of this, will shortly be seen . 

Nevertheless ... we bad no ' resource but to persist; when, about 



TO THE ARCTIC REGIONS. • 11 

8 o'clock, while roll~ding the north Foreland, a breeze sprung up 

from the north-eac;t, which induced us to heave our paddles out of 

Ule water and trust to our sails; under which , passing the Downs 

in company with several vesseJs, we discharged our pilot and pr~ . 
ceeded to sea. But ac; tIle wind illcreased, and with it the swell , 

we soon had the mortification of finding, that in addition to the 

evils of our vexatious machinery , the ship was so leaky as to 

require the constant nse of two pumps : tho~gh I hoped that this 

would prove but a temporary inconvenience, as such effec1s are 

very apt to follow the doubling of vessels, and had actually 

occurred in the Isabel1a on a former occasion, and moreover, to 

!mcb n. degree, in the Trent, that it became necessary to heave her 

down in Shetland, during the expedition of 1818. 

The wind however continning fair, it was some consolation to 

find tI, at our vessel sailed, with the wind free, as well as any ship 

in company; and in the morning we were off Beachyhead, with 

the wind ENE, and comparatively smooth water, which accom

panied us in our passage of the Isle of Wight the same evening. 

At lllidnight, being off the Bill of Portland, the wind and sea had 

incr.eased so mllch, thnt we ran some risk of)osing the Kru.seostern, 

in consequence of her being driven against the quarter duting OUf 

plU11geS ill this detestable Race, wbile we w~re endeavouring to 

1829. 
/\fay 25. 

secure her by another rope. In the following evening, uowever, May 26. 

we again reached smooth water un~er the Boltbend, wbere she was 
eifectually secured. 

The wind continuing in the same quarter, but being more 

moderate, we passed close to the Lizard, cleared the Rundlestone 

C2 
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.\l " n . a little before daybreak, alJ(1 hauled up for 'tI,e Longships, the 

wind being now directly agaiust us. These last days had been 

employed by the engineer in examining the machinery, llnd it wa"! 

• thus discovered th.t one of the guide wheels of the piston rod on 

the sL'1rooard side was so much worn, as to require n piece to be 
brazed to it, to restore its thickness, while the connecting keys of 

the main shaft were also found to be loose. It was plain that these 

defects were or oug4t to have been known to the manufacturel', 

who 1)ad nel'tcrtheless omitted to inform us of them. and his con

cealing his negligen"" in not supplying spare key', or any mode 

of remedying the impending evil, of which he must or ought to 

have been fully aware, was in my opinion most unjustifiable . 

~Iay '28. Holding on , we, on the 28th, passed between tile Longships anti 

the Wolf rock, and standing to the westward, observed the lati-

May 2!l. tude at noon in 000 24"N. On the 29th, another observation at 

the same hour gave os 500 21 ' N: and as we were ne..1rly in the 

same 10l1gitude, we found, that during the Jast twenty-four hours, 

we I}ad lost tI,ree miles in beating against a steady fool wind . 

'file engine being however sopposed capable of being again used, 

we pot on the steam, and as the ,vind had shifted to the ENE, 

began to make some way to tlte nortlJ. In the night, however, it 

was repeatedly stopped, by Ille keys of the main sbaft becoming 

M'130. loose; and on the 30th, at 4 A. '1., the principal one on the star

board side broke, so a.. to rend.er the whole macllioe- useless. On 

examination, it was found to bave been formed of 11 bad piece 

of steel; and there being none on board sufficiently large 

to make a new one, we (''Ollstrncted one from iron, whicb, as 
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might have been expected, gave way very shortly; so thai it was 

not till afte,. two days, and baving made three new keys, that we 

were enabled to replace the machinery in what we hoped to prove 

a workable condition. 

By our observations we now found that we had gained twenty 

miles against tiLe wind, and on this day spoke a fishing boat from 

Kinsale, from which we procured a supply of fish . The tlrirtietb, 

heing Sunday, was made a day of rest by us, as it had been made 

sneh by nature herself. since it was an absol~te calm; our latitude 

being 00" 43 ' and our IO)lgitude, west, by tlle chronometer, 

7 degrees. 
The three new iron keys beiJlg ready, aud the we..'lther moderate, .J ll lle I 

the fires were light.ed and the engine again set to work; but eadJ 

of them broke after about an hour's trial, so that we were ohliged 

to g ive up om: hopes frOID such expedients, witb all further 

attempts at repairing tJle evil Ul our present situation . Inde

pendently of this, the performance of the engine was most unsa

tisfactory. Even with a pressure of forty-five pounds on die inch, 

we could never obtain more than fifteen strokes iu the minute; 

and as it thence followed , that the outer edge of the paddles had 

no greater velocity than five miles in the hour. that of the vessel 

could not possibly exceed three. The boilers also continued to 

leak, thougb_ we had put dung and potatoes in them, by I\1r. 

Erickson's direction. The men were moreover so filtigned by the 

work 'required at the extra pump, f?r the supply of the boiler, that 

r contrived to get it wrought from the lower deck; though, eren 

with this alteration, the labour continued too severe to be endured. 

• 
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This however did lIot include the whole ()f our .,early fTuitless 

attempt. t.o relll L..:I y the evil inflinted on us by the discreditable 

conduct of our eng ine mamlfachu ers. Finding, further, that the 

('ondensing apparatus was defective, inasmuch ao; the air pump 

always drew a quantity of water, and the feeding pwnp was 

insufficient to supply the boiler, we disconnected tllC wbole appa

ratus, except the latter, which we proceeded to supply by a cock; 

and having led the steam from tIle eduction pipe. by tubes and 

hose to the upper deck, we put the engine in motion, and thus., 

by means of a pressure of forty-seven pounds on the iudl, obtained 

a velocity of sixteen stl'ukts in the minute; being one more than 

when the condensing apparatus waS in action. It was t]lUS shown 

that power 113u been wasted, partly in this part of the contrivance, 

and partly through the vacunm pump; Lut whatever our correction 

was, it could have availed us nothing at sea, frolll the great 10$8 of 

water to which it gave rise. 

In adtlition to tbese lInproouctive cOJ'rections, we next tried the 

efrect of disengaging the great bellows; yet though we sa\'e,L 

considerable power in tl1i~ manner, we fOllnd that it cUd not last, 
• 

and that the ~U1aU on~ was quite incapable of maintaining the 

requisite .. heat : while it was now also plain, that they were wearing 

so fast as to tllreo.ten to be~ol1le utterly useless in no long time. 

Every thing in fact was imperfect ; since even the <:ylinders wer~ 

too smal! to perform the duties required, of them: so that, if I had 

)lQt been satisfied of it before. I . was now convineed that we "ad 

little to eXI,ect from the assistance of an engine which, at the bes,!. 

COllI<\, if acting alone, scarcely move our ship three miles in the 
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hOUf, and was therefore utterly ina(lequate to aid us in taking in 

tow our consort the John, as had been contemplated in plaD1l~lg 

this expedition; or could not at least have towed her faster than 

her own boats. 

In bl.ming the execution and workmanship of this engine, I 

must however do justice to the principle, which was judicious, and, 

under a careful execution, might have rendered this machinery' of 

great service to us 011 many of the occasions which occurred in our 
• 

voyage. The diminutions of weight, and the removal of incon-

venjence, caused by the omission of a funn el. constituted a manifest 

advantage; and a still greater one was the reduced consumption 

of fuel involved in the plan of this newly contrived engine. And 

while the 1'1.11 of lifting the paddles out of the water, and thus 

out of the reaell of eventual ice, was well suggested, so was th'e 

execution of this part of the machinery' correct, even to super

fluity; since we were enabled to take away the colwterpoises and 

guide rods, and thus to diminish hoth the weight and tbe trouble. 

The pieces of timber placed to keep out the sea, ahove and below 

the shaft, succeeded perfectly: but finding that the scuppers on 

the lower deck would not let ont the water from that and from the 

pumps, without also letting in the sea, we were obliged to 1invent 

a remedy by currying a pipe from the pump to the scupper, whicb 

proved effectual. 

The ship, as I had expected, had now become less leaky, and 

was easily kept clear by one pump; but tbe engine, I need not 

DOW say, being perfectly useless, we were compelled to trust to our 

sailS, under whicb we bad the mortification to find , not only a 
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steadily adverse breeze, but that we were beaten by every vesse,l 

tJ,.t we salV, so ill did we sail upon a Ivind . Our passage tim'! 

promised to be as tediolls as it was irksome; but, on the second of 

June, we saw tIle Small's light, found onrselves off WickJow on 

tJ,e salDe day, and on the third, it theu blowing fresh, fetclled the 

Calf of Mann, in time to get under its lee and shelter ourselves 

from the increasing gale . 

. ,,,'" ,. On this morning we crune to anchor in Douglas bay ; when still 

June 5. 

June 6. 

, 
desirous to make another attempt with Our engine, J here p.rocured 
proper materials, so n.o;: to construct two new keys for the shaft; 

writing also to Londo" and to Liverpool for a supply of other ~pare 

ones, in case 'we should at all succeed in t'3.rrying this machinery 

further on our destination. We were here detained two days; yet 

losil1g llotlling by th.e detention, since it blew a storm froto the 

north-west the wbole time, while we were tJous also enabled to 

lay in a supply of beef, vegetables, and water. 

As we had bad good opportunities of observing the efficacy of 

our rigging during our passage, we found that our present method 

of managing the after sails admitted of some imllrOvement. I 
therefore purchased some spars, together with some canvas, to 

replace ti,e square sail, which we badJost during our voyage; bere 

also recejving tlle visits of many friends, and others, all more or 

I ... interesting themselves in our success. Every tbing being 

completed on the evening of tbe fifth, we waited fol' a change of 

weather, wbicb accordingly took place with a shift of wind on the 

Wowing morning; enabling us to weigh our .... Cl101' at six o'clock, 

with a breeze from the north-eo!8t. We stood tOlYnnis ~ Calf of 
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Maim; but, the wind falling light, made little progress, thougb 

working tbe engine, as we had attempted to do before, without 

the condensing apparatns. Yet, even thus, succeeding in obtain

ing only fifteen strokes in the minute, and being unable to make 

some intended repairs while tbe engine was at work, we bad 

once more to depend on our sails alone, and against a wind whicb 

was now adverse. 

On Sunday we were off the barbour of P~I, when by taking 

advantage of the tides, and carrying a press of sail; we made con

siderable progress, and soon saw the Mull of Galloway to wind

ward. Early on Monday morning, tbe engine being once more 

ready, such as it was, we let down the lee paddle wbeel, keeping 

the weather one out of water, witb the expectation of advantage. 

ill which we were not disappointed. Instead of fifteen, we now 

found that we could easily make eigbteen strokes in the minute, 

:md that we could thus beat to windward as well as any of the 

vessels in company; even gaining on them, very shortly, as much 

a.< they had gained on us before. 

Thus were we flattered with the hopes of soon reacbing Loch 

Rya.n; but an accident, as miserable as it was unforeseen, soon 

occurred to destroy the pleasure resulting from this new and unex

pected success. We had just tacked close to tbe Mull of Galloway. 

after having made about thirty miles during the nigbt, and were 

getting fast to windward, with t11e ti<le in our favour, when, at ten 

in the morning, our principal stoker, William Rardy, came up 

from the engine room on the deck, unassisted, and alone, and 

though witbout cO,"plaint or exclamation, presenting his left arm, 

n 

June 7. 
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shattered, and nearly severed, ahove the elbow. It llppeared on 

enquiry, thaI his foot hOd slipped ;n consequence of tbe motion of 

tile vessel, wliile examining a part oritIe machinery nearthe-piston 

rod; thus causing him to fall in such a manner ns to entangle his · 

arm between the guide wheels and th'e frainl!; so that it was 

crushed, dnring the back stroke, in the 'horrible manner which -it 
now exhibited. 111e bone bei ng !'plintered as well ao; mclured, 

and the muscles and, skin so bruised and torn that the two parts of 

the limb scarcely held together, there conld ' be 110 hesitation in 

detennining {hat it demanded amputation, and ns faT as myoppor

tunities of surgical reading had extended, that no time ought to 

be lost in performing this operation. Unfortunately, our surgeon, 

Mr. M'Diannid had not yet joined us, being on board the John. 

our in tended consort ; so tllat it became my duty to apply to this 

unfortunate case such knowledge ns the sight of amputation'! in 

my naval service, added to my limited reading on ~uch Sll't!jects. 
could supply. It was well that the instruments lor the surgeon 

were on board, together with the medicine chest ; and a berth 

having been prcpareiJ for our unlucky patient, T have only 10 say 

that I did, as well as I could, what seemed necessary, as far as my 

want of experience enabled me to do it ; applying the tourniquet 

first, and tlle" securing, with the tenaculum and ligatures, tbe only 

two arteries which I could find , while I 'cut off the injured muscles 

and skin in such a way as I hoped sufficient to remove the dead 

and llazardous parts, aM to leave materials for producing a decent 

stump. Unfortunately, tl,e amputation saw was not to be round, 

so that I was not ollly unable to remove'aS much-of the bone 88 J 
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ought, but was compelled to I.,."ve the brQken extremity ill a 

splintery state, to tbe furtber care of tbe .urgeon wboml expe~ted 

to find on shore before a day was OVer. And tbat 1 may DOt return 

• to tbis case, I JIlay now add, that as we reached the land so as to 

put our patient nuder proper surgical care before any JIl~terial 

inJIamma1;ion had occurred, tbat wbich I c'Quid not finish was 

completed without difficulty; so as to Je-.lve, in the end, a stump, 

which though not such as to have done much credit to a surgeon, 
• 

is Dot worse than hundreds occurring under better auspi<.:es, and 

has not finally prevented this lUutilated eng,ineer from returning to 

his original employmeJltjn tLe estab1isillnent whew:.:e we procured 

him. 

If I need not say that I sbould have been much more at my ease 

in cutting away half a dozen JJlasts in a gale than in tbus " doctor

ing" olle arm, 1 c'Quid not but be !,'Tatified as well as interested by 

tlle eftect wh'ich this occW'rence, vexatious and painfuJ as jt was to 

me, produced on the men. The arrangement~ of the medical chest 
and instruments. the neatness of every thing, and the abuudanc:..'t! 

of the supply, with, I hope. the further conviction that tbere wa,s a 

!,'OO<1 will to apply them all to tbeir security and use, and that 

good will to be rendered lDore edectual as soon as the proper 

mooicql officer should join us, seemed to give them a cou6denc!e 
that nothing which could conduce to their comfort had beell 

neglected: as, in tbis feeling, I fonud an ample confirmation of 

what I had long before read in the work of lUOl)Sieur Lurey, 

respecting the effect of his excellent medical arrangements 011 tbe 

troops of the farsighted soldier under wbom his system was organized. 

D2 
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Anxious as we were for our progress, we were n§JW even more 

impatient on account of our unfortunate patient; and we thus 

viewed witb pleasure the progress wbich we were now making by 

the new help of our lee paddle wheel. We thus calculated...that 

we sbould make Port Logan, tben about nille Jniles off, before tbe 

end of the tide ; but at noon all our hopes were destroyed by tbe 

breaking of the teeth which tUnled the 6y wheel of the small 

bellows. On a sudden they gave way wi tb a loud crash, so that , 
tJlis instrument became useless, and although, as the steam was 

then higb, we hoped that this fmlnre would not have Illuch eHect, 

it was sbortly reported that tbe boilers had burst : as if it had been 

predetermined th'1t not a single atom of all this machinery should 

be aught but a sour~ of vexation, obstruction, and evi l. 'fhll' 

report did not indeed prove quite aCCllrate ; but some of the jojnt~ 

had so far gj,'en way, that the water was pouring out of tilt> 

furnace door ; and with sti ch eftect, that in ten minutes the fire 

was extinguished , and the engine stopped. 

Daring th_ few hours the tide had changed a!,'llinst us ; and as 

the wind was done, there remained no prospect of gaining either 

Port Logan or any other harbour on that day. NeveJtbeless, 

towards the end of tbe tide, we made a tack toward the Irisb 

shore, in hopes dlat tile wind would shift more to tbe westward. 

These however were not realized: and we had the further morti

fication of seeing all the vessels which we had passed, repass us ; 

so as to convince us of the necessity of improvjng our owo sailing 

qualities, by some change in our rigging, if that should indee<l 

prove competent to sucb an end. 
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On. this moming we contrived to fetch within four miles of the 

harbour ; and the tide being in our favour, reached Port Logan at 

8 o'clock; finding sufficient water at the end of the pier, though 

• it was now three quarters ehb. 'I'his, formerly called Port Nessock, 

is a safe and commodious 'Pier harbour, constructed at the expenee 

of Colonel M'Douall, of Logan, on the south side of a spacious 

bay, . situated nine miles north of the Mull of Galloway. It is 

ea.ily known by a remarkabl e building on the hill to the north of 
• 

the bay, and by the watchllouse and lIagstalr on that to the south , 

, torming the station of the coastguard at this place. There is good 

holding ground. in the bay; and ships maY ,choose their depth 

of water, since it shoals from thirty to three fathoms. It is secure 

to the south-west, but i.I:; open to the north-west winds. It is a 

great advantage here, that ships can rnn for the pier, tJlOugh at 

balf tide; since, even at low water, it has seven feet, as, in the 
fonner case, there are fourteen, which at spring tides is increa~1 

to eigll teen. There is no danger ill entering, as every tuing is 
visible; and as the tide sets outwards during e'ight hoins, On the 

north side, a vessel has no difficulty in beating out_. This is 

decidedly the best harbour of refuge, even in its present state, 01] 

this part of the coast; deriving adV,ultage also fi'om tbe proximity 

of the ligbthouse on tlle Mull of Galloway. It has been computed 

tbat a breakwater might be erected within the bay, at an expenee 

of SO,OOOI. ; and sbould this ever be effected, it will become Olle 

of the most safe and commodious harbours in Scotland. 

Defore entering tlle pier, we were boarded by Mr. Harvey, the 

officer of the coastguard, with an offer of his services; R1Ul it W~ 



22 SECOND VOYA.GE 0.' DI SCOVER\' 

here, ou llanding, that we procul'ed a spring car for Jhe conveyance 

of our patient to my house at Stranraer, where he was put~dey 

the care of our own surgeon, Mr. lI1'Diarmid; and that of Mr. 

Wilson and Dr. Ritchie, \vbo completed the operation which 1 

was obliged to leave imperfect, and attended him kindly to a cure. 

I must not however quit the history of tJlis spi rited fellow, seaman 

thong ll he wa'i not, wiUJOut ad(ling, that wlJile he found bis, way 

up the two ladders of the eng ine room witLout help, and made 110 

complaint at 'my ti~,e, tlle only regret be e""pressed was, that he 

should " now not be able to go on the expedition ." I might 

well re),'Tet, lU)self, .being obliged to leave IJehind such a man as 

this. 

I-laving followed Bardy to my house, that r might see him pro

perly disposed of, I sent for Mr. Thorn, to whom I had coufided 

the management of the Jollll; ",11en I had the vexation to learn 

from him, that her officers and men were in a state approach

ing to mutiny. Taking advantage of our delay in going on 

board, it was soon easy to see in the looks of the officers and men. 

that Mr. Thom's Teport of their unwillingness to go on this expe

dition was but too true; the latter appearing disorderly and dirty, 

a. tlleY skulked and sneaked about the sbip. Judging it therefore 

necessary to come t6 an immediate explanation, I went on board 

the John; and ordered all hands to be caUed. I then expressed 

my re),'Tet at fiuding there was dissatisfaction among them; 

but a. I dared not suppose that it proceeded from fear, I 

trusted that a little explanation would rectify tlJis misunder

standing. Having myself sailed from Greenock, I had desired 

• 
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that Greenock men should share with me the honours and advan

tages of this expedition; and of the advantages there could be no 

doubt, under the knowledge which 1 possessed and the plan~ 

which J had adopted. It was true, that the season might appear 

to them somewhat ad,'anced; but independently of the advantages 

our steam power might give us, I knew so well where to find 

abundance of fi sh, that there cou ld ue no question of our success, 

and that we should not, in the end , prove a day too late. I there

fore expressed my trust that they would return to their duties, ami 

not proceed in a lIIode of contluct wllich would bring disgrace bolll 

on themselves and their nati" t: port. 

On tlli5, a pause took place, when, after sOllle interchange of 

significant looks and whisperings between the mates and the men , 

the boatswain stepped forward , and after calling on some others to 

join him , observed, that as the season was so far advanceu, they 

were not willing to go witllout a fresh agreement; a resolution in 

which he was joined by the uUljority of the crew. On irlquiring 

into the nature of this new uemanu, I was answered that they 

would not go, unless I would ensnre them, in writing, the samt: 

~hares as if they bad returned with a full ship . It would not have 

been easy to frame a much more unreasonable request, when sneh 

a promise would necessarily deprive them. of all inducement to 

exert themselves in fishing. 1 could not hesitate therefore in 

answering to 50 absurd a proposal, that I would ensure finding 

them fish in abundance, but that, to take them and 611 the 

ship, must be tJleir own business. 

that notbing less would satisfy tbem 

I was answered, however . 

than an absol ute promise of 
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:.!OO tons of oil, with a [ul'lllt::r g'uarulltee, in writing, that they were 

1I0t tu Ue dela.ineJ un the expeditio ll , but returned home in the 

usual li lIle. 

1 now, therefore, began to suspect that the rea} motive of their 

preseut conduct was the fear of bting llemilleu beyond the sum

Iller; but I was soon cOllviuced tll< ... t tJleir fears were even deeper 

than this, since it wu." in va.in that I represented to them the egre

gious folly I should COllllllit 111 laking tlu::m out with only six 

lIIonths' provisions, hau I illtended to keep them out 1onger, or 

even did 1 fol'€,~ the possibility of sucu an event as their deten

tion. Tht: best. roli~ therefort:: now seemed to be that of shorten

ing tile st<JY of th~ Yictory at Port Lohl"31l as much as possible;. 

wIlile 1 hoped that wht:! n we sllOuld join, awl tiley were mad.e to 

comprelu:! ud tlit:! advallla~C:!s arisillg fl'Oll1 tile presen(.'e of a steam 

Sllip to aid tile .Juhn ill towing, thi...; fet:lillg would subside and they 

would retUl'1I to their duties under our agreemenl. 

1 1'eturned therefore to l)urt Logan without loss of time: and the 

remainder of this duy, June 9, was elnployed in landing the small 

hoi IeI', togetller with the appamtus intended for cutting tIle ice, 

which, it was JlO\\' evident, exceeded the I)ower of the engine to 

work. ' Ve thus got rid oJ six or sevell tons of what was now mere 

.JulIf" 10. lumber; replacing it by three tons of water. On the following day 

I was visited by my friend , Colonel M 'Douall ,accoJnl'anied byothers,. 

relations and friends: nor did be part witb us without a substantial 

present to furnish our next Christmas dinner. in the shape of one 

of the best Galloway cattle from hi/; own estate. At six in the 

evening we cast off from tile pier; and, with the assistance of the 
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coastguard, were towed round the point of Logan, under a light 
air from the south-east. At eight it fell calm, and we were 

obliged to stop the tide off P ort Kale, UDder our kedge ; and 

though weighing af,rain the following morning at six, with a June 11. 

lig ht breeze from the north-east , we were unable to round COI'S\vall 

point, so tbat we were rtf,rain compelled to stop tile tide in the same 

manner. 

These delays aJlowed us to eXrlmine int6 the nature of the 

damage already mentiolled as having been indicated in onr boilers : 

when we found that the failure consisted clJieily in that of t he 

iron cement which bad been used in securing ~me of the j oints: 

while the engineer had neither been informed of this, nor provided 

with the materials for replacing it in case of need. The sman 

bellows, with the machinery belonb';ng to it, was a lso in need of a 

thorough repai r, as wns the large one more partially ; but I must 

be excused [I"Om dweUing on this endless anti provoking subject 

at present, fllrtll er than to say, that every day l"Onvincoo us still 

more that we mu~t consider ourselves in future, as dependent on 

our sails, for such progress as it should be our good fortune to 

make. 

W e now weiglJed anchor once m OTe at half-past five in the a fter

noon, rounded the point of COI'swall, and bore up for Locb 

Ryan ; hut, as it fen calm, were obUged to com to anchor until 

the ne.,-"t morning, when, favoured by tbe breeze and a flowing June !Z. 

tide, we mn alongside the Jo1m, having taken ~fr. ThOll) on board 

the evening before, on making tl1e Loeb . 

The Victory being now alongside of the Jo11n, and her Cl'ew 

E 
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ranged on the deck, I again went on board. WlleIi the hands were 

called, I explained at considerable length the advantages they 

would obtain, and that I did not entertain an intention of keeping 

thelll out to a second year. But seeing that nil I said was without 

effect, I addressed my own crew, by remarking that snch cowards 

as the llle ll of the Joltn were not worthy to accompany such gallant 

fellow!' as themse) \'e~ . even to the edge of the ice. Yet as it wa.'" 

also necessary that I'should prove a positive act of disobedience, I 

desired Mr. Comb, the mastcl', to order his crew to assist ours in 

removing the coke. This wa~ refused at OJl( .. 'e by the men, who at 

tbe sallle time called on those of the Victory to join them in 

H standing up for seamen's rights," as they expressed it. But the 

appeal, as I expected, was received by Illy own people with indig

nation; upon which I returned on board, and after praising them 

a. .. they well merited, both for this and alJ their other good conduct, 

proposed that we should sail by ourselve., and leave the cowardly 

J ohn to her own proceedings. This proposal was received with 

tl lree cheers; entirely disconcerting the mutineers, who had believed 

that I (.'Ou1.d not do without th e-ir :"L~~istance, and tha.t they might 

tllerefore make any terms they pl eased . 

It was still necessary, IlOwever, tbat I should muster the J ohn's 

crew, so as to ascerL1in tlJe feelings of each individual; and this 

therefore was done by the l1l~ter, at my instance. It commenced 

with the first mate, Muirhead, who declared that he would not 

abide by his agreement, nor go em tbe voyage, without a guarantee 

for 100 tons of oil and the immediate return of the ship: a speci

men of the rest, at which [ was exceeding ly surprised, as he was 
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tbe son of tbe worthy commander of the Larkins whaler, from whom 

T bad formerly received both kindness and services. The answers of 

the ~ond mate, Robb, were the same; and it was not difficult to 

see that the master was kept in awe hy these two men . The boat

swain. ruld tbe harpooners being next asked if they would assist in 

weighing the anchor, joined..in refusing, while some added to their 

refusal, impertinence ; and this example was followed by the whole 

crew, with the exception of the cook, the cooper, and two men, the 

latter of whom both entered with us afterwards for the expedition . 

A disgraceful scene of confusion soon followed , in the attempts 

of the ruscontented men to leave the ship; that being opposed by 

the master, whether from a wish to conciliate my favour by a 

pretence, or from real repentance for bis con.duct, I could not be 
sure. Be that as it may, he proposed to lower down the boats and 

tow them on shore, that he might deprive the men of the means of 

quitting the vessel; but no sooner was thjs done, than several of 

them were taken possession of by the Ulutineers, who at the same 

time removed their chests from the ship, with the most insulting 

language, attended by the hisses of the Victory'S crew ruHI the 

reproaches of the constguard, aJld a crowd of spectators who had 

collected to witness this scene. It was completed, as far as we 

could see of their proceedings, by their beginning to sell their 

clotl.es, to get drunk, and to fight, as soon as they were landed; 

thus proving that their mutinous conduct was but a part of a 

general character from which we could have expected no good. 

The number which thus left the John in the course of the day, 

amounted to thirty-eight; those who remained, including the 

E2 
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master, some officers, and the apprentices, being eleven. In the 

(..'Ourse of lJlese scuffles two boats had been stove, and olle lUaB bad 

fall en overboard; but no Jives were lost nor any known injury 

slJstained . 

Tili ~ drama having tllUS terminated, including an attempt to 

se<:ln ce foul' of tile Vict.ory's mel! by inviting them on board the 

John to make them drunk, whicli ho\\·ever failed , it remai ned for 

me to make a lehral ('all on the ma ster 10 perform his contract, and 

to leave him a written oruer to s..'l.il before tLe first of July, if he 

could reman tile sLip ; failing Wllich, lie was to proceed to Greenock 

and deii,'er lIer over to the agent, 1\11'. Oughterson . It hecamc: 

necessHY al .. o for me to write all account of these proceedings to 

Mr. Booth, to which I added letters on the sume sul~j ect to Sir 

Byam lIfartin, Captain Beaufort, and the Honourable Hugh 

Lindsay, in case any false reports, injurious to myself and my 

offi cers, or to the expedition, should be circulated, after my de

parture, hy the people 01' oflicers of the J ohn. 

I cannot now, however. transcribe this narrative from my jOllrnaJ , 

without communicating to my readers what only came to my 

knowledge, after my return from tLis long banishment. lVllatever 

else it may prove, to tllOse who are but too ready to pronounce on 

that justice which it becomes no mortal to distribute, even in ima

gination, it served to satisfy us that we had lost nothing by the 

defection of our intend.ed consort, and had perhaps escaped far 

greater evils than those which ultimately befel us : teaching us too, 

that the events, which in our shortsightedness we are so apt to 

view as evils, are full often intended as blessings. 
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It was but in the following year, that the John, under the ~mt: 

rna-liter and officers, and witll the same (.'1'ew, barring onE' or two 

exception., sailed to Baffin's bay on a whaling expedition. From 

.:am .. es which have never come to light, a mutiny took place 011 

uoard, attended by tbe death of the mo.'ter, Comb, but under 

circumstc'ln~ which llRve not yet been rightly explained, as far as 

I con understand . The mate, with a hoat"s crew, were expelled at 

the same time; and having never since been heard of, are supposed 

to llRve perished in the ice. The ~hip, then pnt under the COUl

mand of the Spikewneer, was aftenval'cls lost on the western coast, 

when most of the crew were drowned; the remainder being saved 

hy a whaler which wali accidentaJly passing . 

• 
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CHAPTER III. 

LEAVE LOCH RYAN.....!OALE OF WIND OFF IRELAND AND LOSS OF TilE 

FORE TOPMAST-FIRST SIGHT OF THE ICEBLINKS-ENTRANCE 

OF DAVI S'S STRAITS . 

ON the same day that we had got rid of the John and her 

mutinous crew, I returned on board the Victory, where the crew 

were occupied in removing the coke and some other stores which 

had been entrusted to the John as our consort and storeship. ".l'his 

occupied the best part of the following day; and, at six in the 

evening, all being ready, I cast 011' and stood to sea with a light 

breeze from the south-west; having taken leave of all our fri ends 

on shore and settled respecting the future management of our 

patient Hardy; receiving the cheers of Captain Sharpe and his 

men, whose countenance and aid had been of great service to us 

J,", 14. during the troubles of tbe preceding day. On the morning of 

Sunday it was calm, and at noon the :Mull of Cantyre bore north, 

the Craig of Ailsa bearing east; when a fresh bree,,,, from the 

south-west, with a favourable tide, carried us rapidly through the 

north Channel. 

It was at the first moment that we found ourselves settled and 
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at peace after the disturhances of the preceding days, that I took 

the opportunity of expressing to my officers and crew the grati

tude I felt for the support which all had afforded me, and of 

declaring my entire confidence in them through the future 

voyage, whatever trouhles we might be destined to contend with . 

Assembling them for this purpose, and also thanking them for tbe 

confidence which they had placed in me, it became further my dnty 

to state to them that the defection of the Joh", mnst now, as they 

could not fail to be sensible, affect their pecuniary interests ; since 

no prize allowances, under the term of oil money, could now 

accrue to them, as there coultl be no fi shery carried on by ourselves 
alone, for want of stowage. As it was tberefore no less just than 

necessary for us to commence under a right mutual understanding 

on the su~ject of wages, I proposed that their pay should be 

setUed according to their rating, as had been done in the former 

voyages of discovery. This was agreed to without hesitation, and 

with expressions of perfect satisfaction; the surgeon leaving it to 

myself to settle the compensation due to him on this score. 

\\Thile our experience on the vQyage to Loch Hyan ha<l itself 

convinced me that our crew was deficient in the requisite number, 

the defection of the John rendered it still more imperious on me to 

increase onr strength. FOI' this purpose, after having taken an 

Irish labourer from Logan as a fire stoker, to replace the loss of 

I-IaT'dy, I also enlisted a third man from the John's crew, in 

addition to the two formerly mentioned; tIms giving us an increase 

of tlll'ee men, a1l l'oluuteers, and immediately coalescing in hOl'
mony with the remainder of our people. 
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We had no sooner passed the island of Rn.cilUu, than we found a 

heavy swell setting in from the north-west; the apparent conse

queu(:e of the long series of gales fi'01Il that qunrter which had 

,·ecentlyoccurred. Thus at least we at 6rst thought: but we were 

soon undecei,'ed, since it proved the forerunner . of a storm still 

more severe than any which had yet occurred. It assailed us in a. 

moment, when we were in hopes that we had at length overcome 

all our d_ifficnlties; ,and as the gale continued to increase rapidly, 

we were Obliged to reduce our canwlS without delay. Tlle topsail 

had just been reefed, and there were two seamen on the topgallant 

yard, furling its sail, wben the head of the foreU1a~t gave ,"\'ay with 

a terrible cr .. h . Fortunately, how.ver, tbe topmast did not fall 

iIHult."tliately illto the sea., but hung suspended by the rigging ill .. 

diagonal position; thus giving tile two lIIell time to escape frolll 

tht:ir periJous place, and to Wi, the opportunity of takillg steps for 

:o.a\/ing· the sails and rigging. 'Ve fOllnd the mast broken so cluse 

to the rigging, that.it was only held jn its place by the splinters; 

yet it seemed ppssible to frapl' the shrouds and stays in such a way 

as to secure it from going overboard. 

Having determined on tilis, no time was lost ill putting it into 

execution, so as to preserve both the ma.'!:t and rigging without 

discontinuing ollr voyage; while substituting such s..'li ls as we 

c'()uld contrive to carry 011 the crippled mast. Nor cou ld any thing 

exceed the exertions and tile enthusiasm of our men. whom if it is 

but justice to praiBe without exception, so must I t$peciaJly notice 

the active and energetic conduct of my nepbew, Commander Ross. 

It was highly gratiJying to me, at this early stage of our career, to 
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find in them all, the true spirit of seameo, since it taught me that J 

could depend on them in any emergencies; ready obedience, cheerful 

looks, and a general effort in every man to distinguish himself 

among his messmates and companions in this underta.king, 

Before the night lJOd quite closed in, the stonn sails were rouse

sequently all set, and the Kruscnstern was secured by an additional 

rope. At midnight, the lights on Insterhull bore west, and those 
of the Rillns of Isla nearly east; showiug tltat our accident 

hud occurred iu the middle of this channA The gale now 

seemed to modernte a little; but it was only to return with double 

violence, though ' more from the westward; while the sea was so 

heavy as to assme us that we could make no progress through it. 

Thus did it rootinue to hlow on Monday, yet with some intervals 

more moderate; during one of which we ventured to cross the 

topsail yard for a foreyard, setting on the reef topsail for a 
foresail: our situation among tbe islands of this dangerous 
coast, rendering it necessary to set all the sail po ible. Thus, 

although we were const,ultly ohliged to wear the ship ,vitb great 

caution, in consequ,ence of our baving the Kruseustern in tow, we 

found that we at least kept our ground. At midnight we split the 

jib; and on searching for the storm jib to replace it, we foond 

nothing hut the rope; the canvas having heen cut off and stolen 
by some plunderer, before we had left the Thames. 

On Tuesday tile gale rose to its heigbt, and obliged os to lie J,",16. 

to under tbe close-reefed mainsail; bot the wind ha,<ing veered 

considerably to the north-west, our drift was to the southward, in 

Wllich direction there was plenty of sea room betweeu us aud the 

F 
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Irish coast. \Ve were therefore able to maintain OUf westing; 

and shortly after nooll the gale began to break, wIlen, by the 

chronometers, we ascertained Ollr 10ngitude to be 7" west; the 

latitude obsen 'ed at noon being 5(f 23' N. In the evening we 

were enabled to add tlle reefed foresail; but as the sea was very 

heavy, we made little progress. During the night we stood to the 

northward, in (:onsequence of the wind having backed to the west; 

.l ull t' \7 , but in the morning of the 17th it became northerly, and we again 

wore. At seven we saw the Bishops isles, together with 'l'irey at 

" great ,listance to tl,e north-east. 

The gale had gradually decreased; hnt the swell continued, and 

the ship laboured so milch as to prevent tiS taking any steps 

about om crippled mast. At midnight it fell calm ; and tl.e 

.I li nt' 18. swell having abated on the eighteenth, we contrived to secnre the 

rigging on the forema~t head somewhat better , The t.opmast, 

which had been hroken oft· above tlle tid hole, and thns reduced in 

length, wa~ pointed up; and the heel being secured by a lashing 

to the lower mast, ahollt six. feet below the rigging, there was 

sufficient length remaining to set the topgallant sa.iI as a topsail. 

No sail could however be set on the pole, which was sprung about 

halfway III'. At noon Malin head was in sight to the soutl,-east, 

and the observed latitude was 00' b7' 14' N, the longitude by the 

chronometer being 7' 40' W. 011 this day tl,e carpenters were 

employed in making a trnnk to carry the water from the pumps 

to tIle scuppers, owing to the circumstances stated in the acconnt 

of our pa.<sage down the river. It was satisfactOl"y to 6nd tl,at one 

pump had been sufficient to keep the sllip clear, during the whole 
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of this gale, though we were obliged to have that one constantly 

going; but as tbis labour became less imperious as the wind 

moderated, we were convinced that the principal leak must be 

somew.here above the water line. 

00 this day the wind was still adverse; and as we had every June 19. 

prospect of a long passage, I began to entertain serious tI.oughts 

of putting in to J.JOch Swilly, whioh was now in view, and which 

we could just fetch, in order to take in an. additional supply of 

water and provisions, and either to get a new foremast, or to cause 

tbe old oue to be stepped on the lower deck, and to procure a lie" 

mast-head to be fitted on it. With this intention I stood to the 

southward, aod at noon we were within 18 miles from the 

entrance, being in latitude ~'J0 32', longitude 7' M ' 'V, witl] lI'Ialin 

head. A boat now came otfwhich we believed to be a pilot v,,",<el, 

but it proved to be a Dubl in fishing boat, from wbich we obtained 

a good supply of fresh fish. The wind, which was now variable, 

died away entirely at 6 P . M., when we were ten miles from tile 

entrance of the loch; but at nine, a fresh breeze llnexpectedl~· 

springing up from the solltll-soutb-west, we cban2'e<l our p lan, 

and bore up under all sail to continue our voyage. 

As it was now evident that we had not water and hay enougll , to 

feed both the bullocks io our possession as far as the e<lge of the 

it.." one was killed . At midnight the breeze had increased, and the 

sea had' also once more risen, so that we had again a fair prospect 

"",fore us. Both increased as the day advanced; but we could J,."O. 
entel"t..'lin no doubt, that it was nothing more than the sea occasioned 

by the late h'1l1es, though, as it crossed the course of the preseJlt 

F'l 
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breeze, .it made our yessel labour violently. Notwithstanding this, 

8ud our course being to the north-west, the Krusenstern shipped 

very little water, wbicb7> as we were situated, was a fortunate ci r

cUlllstance; and, by midnight, haYing completely cleared tile 

channel. we were oJl in high spirits, hoping that Iwe had now: left 

the chief of our trouhles behind us. 

The wind was from the south-east botll on Sahmlay and Sunday, 

and we found that w~ had made about 200 miles. Divine service 

was performed on this last day, being tile 21st, at eleven o'clock, 

and we trusted tllat our thanks to the ProVidence which had 

hitherto protected us tllrough a series of trouhles, which, though 

Dot extreme, were by no means light, were accepted. 

J"" 22 . On Monday. the wind came to the north-east, being much more 

June 23. 

moderate;. and at all ear1y hour in the morning, we passed the 

spot marked ill the chart as that where Pickersgill sounded in 300 

fatlloms. The state of tJ1e weather did not, however, permit 11S tG 

repeat tllis trial at se great a depth. The distance we had thus 

run was 103 miles, the latitude being 56" 69: N, and the longihtde 
19' 3' W; and we here saw a strange sail, which we took to. be a 

vessel from tile Baltic bound for America. 

The wind being still fair, we made 113 miles, but had no obser

vations. The tow ropes of tile Krusenstern appearing to he cbafed, 

we shortened sail and secured tbem, after which we held on our 

course. We were here surr:ounded by shearwaters, but there was 

too mucl;l. swell to all.ow us to hoist out a boat in this pursuit. On 

J,., 24 . the twenty-fourth we were enabled to make observations; and, 

6nding ourselves to the southward of our rec.koningl a1tered our 
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eoUl'se to north- west by west, so as to make a true west by nurth 
course, In the afternoon of this day we got up our proper fore

yard, and set tile foresail with the lower and topmast studding 

sails, 'fhe swell had considerably abated, and the wind was now 

much more modemte. 
Though we had some small rain on this day, the wind and . the J "", 25, 

sea continued to decrease, and we employed the carpenters in 

fitting up a dispensary for the surgeon, • The engineers and 

armourer were also enabled to go on with the repairs of the engine 
and boiler, while tile bellows were further put into the best cou-

dition in our power, We began also to prepare sails for the 

altered masts; that we might waste no time, when it was uncertaiu 

how long we might enjoy our present tranquillity, 
On this morning there sprung up a fine fresh breeze, bot towanls J.n. ,", 

noon the weather became calm and foggy, so that no observation 

was procured. The carpenters and engineers continued their work 

of yesterday, and in the afternoon we picked up a piece of drift 
wood, which, with the animals attached to it, was preserved by 

Commander Ross (our naturalist in addition to all else) ; as were 

afterwards some specimens of the shearwater ( procellaria pujfinus) 
which we contrived to shoot. 

A f,'esb and fair breeze sprung up once more at midnigbt; and 

at half-past three 011 the morning of the 27th, a strange schooner J"",27, 

was seen standiug to tile north-east. '11,e bojJers having beeD at 
length repaired, they were now filled with water, and found to be , 
water tight; on which th~ engineers were set to work to connect 

the forcing pump to the small engine, in bopes of saving the 
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t rouble which our men had formerly experienced in working thi!' 

machinery. The li ttle skiff was now taken in to be repaired and 

-strengthened, and the Ilew topmast was also finished. 

A smart breeze of "~nd now enabled us to keep all our sails set, 

and we found a considerable swell coming from the south-west. 

There were some shearwaters and mollemokes about the shilJ, 

being the first time that we bad yet fallen in with the latter. Our 

latitude on the following day, Sunday, was 57" 7' N, and the , 
longitude by the chronometer 35° W . The sbip's company wa.< 

mustered, and divine service performed. 1'he wind was now 

l'ariable, and tending to a calm; and, towarus the evening, the little 

breeze of the day was quite done;and the sea smooth. We there

fore took this favourable opportuni ty to set np the new topmast in 

p,lnce of tlte jnry one which we had made out of the fragment of 

the former; ami baving lasbed and cl eeted the heel about ten feet 

below the lower rigging, we found it sufficiently high to allow ll S 

.to set tbe proper topsail on it, close reefed. This was according ly 

1I0ne ; and our topgallant sail , which had been used as a topsail 

since the accident, was also set in it~ pro]>er place. 

These arrangements were no sooner fini ~bed than a fine breeze 

arose, but it unfortunately lasted only a few hours. We llad shot 

some of the sbearwaters that had attended us, and now determined 

to try whether this bird was not eatable, in spite of its bad repu

tation, .since it might be important for us hereafter to increase our 

resources of tills nature, and to know to what we mjght tnlSt in 

case of our coming to short allowance. We found them excellent, 

even in a pie, though the most supicious mode of cookery for meat 
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of such a nature, and were glad to find tbat we need not even be 

forced by bunger to adopt a food wbich, if it never did more, 

would at least afford us variety. And I will now make tbis remark 

for tbe benefit of all who may be situated as we have ollen been, 

wbatever use it Dlay be turned to by those who, not knowing want, 

may find in tbe sea birds a source of variety or luxury. It has 

been overlooked by everyone, that tbe fishy fl avour of all these 

animals is t'Onfined to the fat; the whole of ~vhich also is lodged 

immediately under the skin, and is chieOy situated on the haunches. 

The muscles are always free of any oi ly, or rancid, or fishy taste; 

so that nothing more is requisite than to skin the animals, and 

especially on the back, to render them nndistinguishable frolll n 

land bird. In this way evell the cormorant and the puffin, strollg

tasted as they are, can be cooked in any manner, without the 

possibility of b.i ng recognised for seafowl. III filet this is equally 

true of IIHUlY land birds; and in weden, wbere the cock of the 

wood and the black cock feed on juniper and fir, especially in 

"ri nter, they are often scarcely eatable, from the tlavour of tnr

pentine; while that is entirely removed by the same mode of 

treatment, so as to render them a very acceptable gallle for the 

table. r believe, however, that I must except the lIlo11emok. 

( jll.Z1IlaJ· p e/e,.el); since, in this bird, the filt is so mixed witb the 

muscles, that no contrivance ca.n rid them of their delectaLle 
flavour. 

It being daylight soon after three in the morning.of this day, 

light air crune from the eastward, and we set all our sails. We 

hud seen an Iceland hawk Inst night) and now ohserved bvo 

• 
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nnners mnning (0 (he north..east. The carpenters were ogain set 

to work on the skiff, it being Monday, and were also employed in 

making a jigger-mast. We had made but tweilty miles in the 

last twenty-four hours; being the worst run we had had since 

quitting the Irish coast; but, in the evening, a breeze came from 

the eastward, which continued during the nigbt, and served to 

help us on considerably. At sunset there was a sbower of rain ; 

after whicb we sa,,, an iceblink bearing north-nortb-west, the 

coast of Greenland being computed to be about 220 miles all' in 

that direction. We also saw at this time many of tbe birds called 

boatswains, beaides our fomler attendants tbe shearwaters and 

mollemokes. 

On the thirtietb we had fresh breezes and cloudy weather, with 

the wind from the north. All sail was set; and the carpenters 

finisbed their work on the boat and the jigger-rna.'t. The fresh 

beef of the bullock wbich we had killed was this day exhausted : 

but we decided on keeping the otber animal, if possible, until we 

arrived at the ice, as we might then contrive to use the whole, by 

means of the cold, in a fresh state. . Tbe boilers seemed to continue 

tight, and the pump was in considerable progress; the bellows 

being also finished; so that ",e had a prospect of being again ahle 

to use our steam, to some extent at least, s]lOu]d the necessity 

for otber aid than our sails arise, as indeed. could not fail to be 

the case. 

',ly 1. The leaks whicb bad now required ns to keep our pumps going 

for at least an bour during every watcb, in fine weather, and 

without cessatiOIL wben it blew burd, were tbi. day discovered 
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to be the produce of three treenail holes on the larboaru side.!. 

ahrea,t of tbe engine room. The largest of these, which was· 

about th,·ee reet below the water line, was easily stopped, and 

this goave immediate relief to the pump. Tbe otber two, 

though less in size, were situated near the floor-heads, so tbat 

we could not get at them till an opportunity should offer for laying 

the ship aground: it was, however, satisfactory to have found out 

tbe real nattlre of tbese two leaks, which aho, in point of effect, 

were of litt1e consequence. 

The landblink was now very perceptible; and in the evening 

we discerned the laud itself, which we conceived to be Cape Fare

well . The latitude and longitude of this point are 59" 38' N, 

and 42° 4£)' W, whjle our own, at the time tbat we saw it, were 

58" 8', and 42" 30'; so that presuming tbese several things to be 

correct, our di.'!itan ce from it most ]Iave been about 31 leagues. 

During this day the temperature of the air and of the sea fell tbree 

tJegrees; the air being 4(j and the water 4r, at Stmset. 

On this day we began to keep our regular register of the ther

mometer every two hours, though unfortunately losing one at the 
very first trial , through the ullhandiness of the mate. TIle wind 

was from the eastward, but there were evident signs of a change 

about to bappeu befo .. e no long tilDe sboold be past. 

" re had, on this day, completed a fortnight of fair wiud, and, JJI,2. 

with it, our run from the point of our last departure, Locb Swilly, 

to Cape Farewell. 'fowards the evening, as we bad foreseen, tb 

wind veered to the northward, and our vessel could no longer lie 

her coorse. We now passed the spot wbere the Hecla and Griper 

G 

• 
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bad been on the thirteenth of June, 1819, after having left Fair 

island on tJle nineteenth of l\fay; and as we had taken OUf own 

departure from Loch Swilly on the eighteenth of June, it followed 

that we had gained eleven days on that eXpeditiolJ, in nearly the 

same run of 1300 miles. 

We had served out to the men, on the lirst of Jl~y, an allowance 

of clothes calculated for the climate we were now to encounter. 

'Illis consisted of a bl,ue jacket and trouse ... , a flannel sllirt, a com

fortable, a pair of wad mal hose, a pair of l1annel drawers, a Welsh 

wig, a pair of sea boots, and another of carpet boots. The jackets 

of the officers and petty officers were slightly distinguished, so that 

our equipage had altogether a very uniform and orderly appearance. 

These clothes, with exception of the boots, were a present to the 

lnen; and a reserve set for each was .kept jn store, in case of need . 

J." 3. Our new jigger-mast had been got ready on the second (yester-

day), together with two beams at the stern to support it and the 

out-rigger ; and, after examining our run, we found ' it to be 
ninety-six miles, but unfortunately on only a south-west course. 

Thus, on this day, we found ourselves in latitude 61" 47', and ill 
longitude by account, 46" 53'. Tile temperature of the air at mid

night had been 41' , and that of the sea 43". A~r making a board 

to the SOOtll-west, we tacked at 8 P . >I ., and stood all night to the 

July4, northward; so that at noon on the next day, we found ourse]ves 

in latitude, by observation, fJ7· fJ9', and longitude 47" 31'. 111e 

weather was hazy, and the winds ligbt and variable. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

OFf' CAPE FAREWELtr-FIRST ICEnERG SEEN--ADR }O;AST OF BAAL'S 

RIVER-SIGHT OF SUKKERTOP-LAND AND ISLA OS NEAR WIDE

FORD SEEN-A CODBANK DISCOVERED-MOUNTAIN CALLED OLD 

WOMAN'S nOOD-AIHUVA.L AT AN ANCHORAGE. 

'I)-liS day, being Sunday, it was calm duriog tbe wbole morning. J.IJ'. 

At hllll~past ten the ship's company was mustered, as we were tit n 

just entering Da"is's straits, being otf Cape FareweU. Tbe weatber 
being cold, and the mf'n in tbeir warm dresses, we for a moment 

forgot that we were now in the very midst of summer and in its 
hottest period; scarcely even thinkingoftbe contrnst benn~en onr own 

situation and sensations and those of the friends we had left bellind. 

Afterdivine service, a fine fair breeze soon sprung up, and wesecored 

a piece of fir timbe .. which was passing us; the fragment of 80m 

ship, sin<-.., it was full of treenail holes. It was covered by dUfere"t 

marine animals, and was therefore a prize to Commander Ross. 

At eight o'clock this evening we were going at tIle rate of six 

miles an hour, and our rate increased during tile night so rapidly, 

that we were at length obliged to shorten sail, chieOy on account 

of the Krusenstern, which we (.'QuId llot conveniently tow' alollg 

02 
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under any considerable velocity. We now distinctly saw the land, 

wllich we supposed to be Cape 1'"rewe1l, abont thirty leagues 

distant, and near it a number of icebergs, bearing nortb-east by 

north . 

JI.II~· 6. The breeze continuing favourable, 've bad a prospect of making 

ourselves ::unends for the former two batHing days, and now passed 

many pieces of drift wood, but under too rapid a motion to allow 

of our securing any . • Our latitude at noon was aft 33', and longi

tude by the chronometer 50' ;)4' ; so that we found that we had 

made 140 mile. in the l:lst twenty-four bours. Tbe temperature of 

the air was 48°, and that of the water 44°; and there was now no 

land iu sight. 

.h,ly 7. The breeze stil l continued till tbree in tbe afternoon oftbis day; 

and we found by tile log, at noon, that we had run 138 mi1es since 

the preceding one; but as the haziness of the weatller, prevented us 

ti'olll taking any observations for the chronometer, we could not 

form a more accurate complltation. As the latitude Lowever, 

which was 610 33', gave fbhr miJes more of northing on a north

west course, we at.tributed this increase of westing to a swel1 from 

tbe soutb-south-east. III consequence of this swell we were obliged, 

in tbe evening, to shorten sail, by taking in the mainsail, gail' top

sail, and topgallant sail. We however set tbe latter again at day-

light on the next day; rel,iacin" the mainsail also by the studding 

sails on each side. 
, 

At nine this morning we had altered the course to north-west 

half north, tme meridian; baving fow,d tllis to be nortb...,ast by 

north according to oor compasses, wbich, including the variation 
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and the deviation, differed, on tbis course, four points and a balf 

from the true bearings. Some sllearwaters were still seeD, aod the 

tUolJemokes increased io numbers, as did the pieces of Booting drift 

wood. After tbree, this fair breeze gradually fell off; and at mid

night we were not making more than two miles and a half in tbe 

hour, wi"th the weather still somewbat hazy. 

On the wbole of this day there were light airs with intervals of J uly 8. 

calm, and cat's paws corning gradually to . the north-east. 'Ve 

accordingly wore, and stood to the eastward. A little before noon 

we picked up a tree which measured twenty-one feet in length and 

three feet in circumference Ilear the root. It was without branches 

or bark, and proved to be larch, perfectly sound. The root fortu-

nately contained a natural knee exactly suited to one of our wants, 

which was tbat of a boat's davit: aDd it was accordingly converted 

into one, as was a part of the other end; so that with tbese two, 

when completed, we found that we sbould be enabled to carry 

another boat over tile! quarter. Some sbearwaters were shot, and a 

small fish taken; a drawing of which was made for our collection 

of natural history, while the specirnenitself was preserved in spirit 

of wine. At midnight the temperature of the air was 39' , and that 
of the water 42°. 

On the ninth, having observed for the latitude, we found it to Jill)' 9" 

be 6"2"' 36', an'! tbe longitude by the chronometer 1)40 31 '. The 

whole day was passed between light airs aod calms; but as the 

swell set from tbe southward, we contrived to keep steerage way on 

the ship. A quantity of shearwaters and boatswains were shot by 

Commander Ross, who kept the best for specimens, the rest being 
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added to onf usual commons: and we also found that a ganntt pie 

was preferred to the best piece of comed beef which we could pro

duce, CQnfirming the remark I have already made. MallY more 

shearwaters were aftenvards seen, so that I might safely call their 

numbers immense. Two finners also came alongside; and one of 
them was struck in the shon1der by a musket ball, without how

ew;;r being killed, a.fO fal' a 'S we could discover. 
July 10. This day was perf~tly calm during tbe whole twenty-four hours, 

with the exception of some eat's paws that lasb.:! ollly a few 

minutes. The ship's head was generally to the north anrl north-east, 

and I DOW had OCf' .... lsion to regret tbat the engine was not so ready 

for lise as I had allticipab.:! a few days before. '11,e gear of the 

forcing pmnp had t;"tken much more time than was expected, 

though the engineers and armourer had betn steadily at work. The 

carpenters, however, contrived to fix the new davits, and we got 

out one of the six-oared boats and hoisb.:! it up on the larboard 

gangway. We took this opportunity also of getting out of the 

Krusenstern five casks of salt provisions which had been left in her 

for baUast, together witb a log of oak which we wanb.:! for present 

use. A great many shearwaters, boatswains, and kittiwake!'!, were , 
killed for use; but on this day we were unable to get any observa-

tions on account of the haze, which was very tllick. 
July 11. This morning Ole wind sprung up fi'om the 110Ith by west, being 

directly bgainst us, so that lVe began to be feal'ful (est our passage 

should be delayed. We stood to the eastward, and at three, picked 

up a piece of an American cedar-Iree, sound and convertible to use. 

We kilkd iLs many birds as would sullice for tbe men'. Sunday 
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dinner, and accordingly served oot to them floor eDoogb to make 

crusts for tbeir pies. \Ve could get no observation at noon; nnd the 

wind incr .. sed, as did the cold, the air and water being both at43'. 

At ten in the evening the temperatnre of the latter suddenly fell to 

3800
; which, indicating the approacll of ice in some fomJ, induced 

us to tack and stand to the westward. W e bad seen tbe coast of 

Greenland at intervals, and bad therefore little doubt tbat we were 

approaching tbe land ice. It blew too f .. esh t .. use the engine, even 

had it been completed; bot we still hoped that we migbt be able to 

take advantage of it on Monday. 

On Sunday the weather was thick and foggy J ODd it was blowing July)':!. 

fresh. At daylight we saw a. strange 8a:il standing to the eastward: 

she seemed a brig, but we were at too great a distance to make out 

exactly what she was, There was too much swell to admit of 

d'ivine service, so that we could but muster the men. \Ve ]md an 

'indifferent observation immediately after noon, anti found the lati-

tnde to be 63' 16', and tI,e longitude 64' 23'. Much drift wood, and 

many birds, passed by us; the kittiwakes becoming much more 

numerous. As on the preceding evening, the water fell in tem

perature, but again rose sbortly after; tI,,, lowest being 37+', and 

the llighest 43": whence we concluded that we had again ap

proached some ice. At eight in the evening we fell into a strong 

rippling current, which maue the sLip very uneasy, and seemed 

to indicate tbe set of a st .... m of Davis's Strait. The temperature 

of the water was then 39° and 40°, but it afterwards rose to 4J o, 

though we Werf' nearest to the eastern land, and, as we romputoo
1 

not more t1,an fifty miles from it. 
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J,'y IJ. We had stood first to the eastward last nig-lIt, and then to tho! 

westward aller midnight, ti,e wind gradually decreasing; and on 

this day it fell calm at nOOll. We hnd taCKed at three in the 

mOl1ling, when we fonnel ourselves in the ripple, and as it clrored 

up about ten, we concluded that we were withi'n fifteen leagues of 

the land near the exit of Baal's river; discovering then also the 

first iceberg whioh we had seen since entering the straits. We 

could n.ot help noticing it as a remarkable COillcidence, if it was no 
more, tllat this herg was nearly in the same lan tude 'Illd longitude 

as the second one which we had seen from the Isnbel1a eleven years 

hefore. It is indeed not to he conceived that it could be fhe same; 

yet, having in my possession a correct drawing of that one, it was 

even more remarkable that the resemblance hetween the forms 

of the two should have been so great as we found it. 

W e sent a boat to it for the purpose of procuring ice which 

would filrnish us with water, aud she returned in three hours with 

two tons on hoard . The officer reported that he saw several whal"", 

and Illany seals near this ioeberg, wlilch was covered with birds ~ 

and he found no difficulty in landing. The brig ,vh ich we had 

seen on Sunday morning was also in sight, nine miles to the north 

of US; and when the breeze- sprong up about fi ve, we saw ller steer 

for Baal's river, whence W~ concluded tllat she was a Dallish vessel 

We saw more birds to-clay, including dovekies, than we remem

hered to have ever seen together hefore, as well as a quantity of 

.... weed from which many small fishes and other marine animals 

were procored, and preserved by Commander Ross. Of these, I may 

say once for all, that they have been reserved for the Appendix 
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on Natural History which this officer bas furnished; since descrip

tions of them would not only interrupt the narrative of our pro

ceedings, but be of less distinctness and utility to the reader, than 

as tbey now stand in a regular approximation. 

Another large piece of useful American cedar was also pi<;ked 

up to-day; and the carpenters were employed il fitting all oak 

masthead to tbe foremast, that we might be ready to fix it on at the 

first convenient opportunity. The engineer. having also finished 

his work, consisting in the repairs and improvements of the engine 

which we had planned, it was tried SO far as to ascertain how tb 

feeding pwnp would act, and wbether the boi~er could now be 

trusted. The former was found, or thought to have heen, a success

ful piece of work; hut tbougb the principal leak of the latter was 

stopped, the sm:rll one at the foremost end was not cured. The 

engine was no\, however, set going, becanse the springing up of a 
breeze rendered it unnecessary. 

On the same evening we were abreast of Baal's river, and shaped 

our course to the north-nortll-west, that we might gain a little more 

offing, as tbe wind was to ti,e SOUtll-West. The weather remained 

cloudy all day; and, judging by tbe land, we tllought ourselves 

carried by a current to the northward. This i",leed was made 

manifest by our observations, which gave us 63' 39' of latitude, or 

about nine miles more than the latitnde by account. The breeze 

went on increasing, so that at midnight we were going three knots. 

On Tuesday at dayligh\, which was DOW about two o'clock in the J.', ... 
morning, the weather was foggy, and continued so till eight, ",hen 

it cleared away; and ti,e b~ at ti,e same time began to filiI ow, 

1/ 
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so as ro subside inro a calm at six in the evening. Nev.rtheleas, we 

were able ro keep steerage way for the ship, as there was a swell 

frow the southward. We had a good observation at noon, by 
which we found ourselves in latitude 64' 48', and in longitude 

[)3' 4[)'. We obtained on this day a fine view of the reJIllW.kable 

mountain Sukll.trtop (the sugar loaf), of which I was eu.-bled to 

make two drawings; the one bearing east-north-east and the other 

due east. It appearql to be abollt twelve leagues distant, and fa,' 

overtopped all the surrounding mountains. 

The carpenters continued to he .mployed upon the new masthead; 

and as we had repleni.bed our water, we served out an allowance 

for washing, rogelher with a quantity of soap to each man. Some 

rain fell about six in. tb.e evening, and tbe swell incl'eased so much 

as to be very qouble&Oll)e; while a breeze also sprung up from tlle 

nortl\-east by north, our true course being north by west. At nine 
it cleared away, when we had another view of the magni6.cent 

wountaios neaJ; Cockin Sound, and saw the land as high as Queen 

Anile's Ca"". But one iceberg was seen to-day, and that a very 
SluaU one; and we contilllled to meet with birds, seaweed, and 

d rift wood. During the call1\, the ship's bead being ro the eastward, 

we f(mnd that we had Deared the land considerably; but after the 

wind was up, we found ou .... lves within about twelve leagues of it, 

the Kiu of Sae! bearing east by north, and Sukkerrop south-east by 

east-balr-st. 
J .iy ' 5. The .... ell continued all night, and this prevented os from using 

the engipe, which, as far lIB our yesterday's trial bad gone, _ed 

at last ready for use. The ice which we had seen in the morning 
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bad been left: behind, and we saW))O more tm. day, bnt, as usual, 

passed Inany birds and some drift wood. It beiftg clear at noon 

we sliCceeded in getting an observation, by wlticb we found oor

selves in latitude 66° 20', 8I1d longitude MO 20'. In the moming, 

at eight, the temperature of the air 8I1d water w.ere at 48", and it 

rose to 49° at noon. In the evening, the wind advanceil to the 

north-west; aod, at han-past ten, we tacked and stood to the 

ea.,tward. We, an this da.y, crossed the trad< of the IsabeUa on 

the 30tb of June, 1818, and were as far oorth as the Hecla and 

Griperbad been on the 2d of July, 1824; and in the evening had 

a fine view of the strikingnmge of mountains 00 this C08..t; Queen 

Anne's Cape bearing east-north-east at ten o'clock, and the land 

being seen to a great distance. The carpenter had been fully 

elnployed the whole of tbe day in farwarding their work. 

The wind was against us all tb;s day, and attended by.., much Ju'y '6. 
swell that we could neither attempt to employ the engine nor make 

any progress by our sa;ls. At noon we were in latitude 6.')° 34', 

and in longitude, by the chronometer, MO 21'. We stood to the 

eastward till four in the morning, and fOWld ourselves oin<> leagues 

from the land; standing to the westward after this till four in the 

afternoon, when we again wore. We soon lost sight of tbe land, 

in I!onsequence of a. fog whicb came On about six; ' but it cleared 

away abollt ten, after whitb we saw no more land, nor any ice. 

The temperature both of the air and water was 40°. We saw a 

few looms and sbearwaters; but we belie,'ed that we bad yester-

day eatell the last allowance we should get of tbe latter, as we bad • 

always found that tbey ceased to frequent the sea further north. 

112 
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J,1117 The wind was more moderate this day, anQ the swell so much 

abated that we set the lee paddle of the-lmgine to work. We fonnd 

that it made seventeen revolutions in thewinute, and assisted us 

very much ilt plying to windward. In faot we could now keep 

the ship one point nearer tile wind, with a velocity a"lso of three and a 

half miles, instead of two and a half. and. without" 1llllking more 

than the half of our former le<tway. In ~be 1llOrning watch, a 

good many whales MQ seals were seen, with numerous flocks of 

shearwaters asleep on the surface of tbe sea_ Land was also seen 

a little to the nortbward of timt which we had noted yesterday; yet 

only for a few minutes between seven and eight o'clock; wl,ile a 

fog that attended us cleared away. At eleven in tI,e morning, tile 

engine not /iaving been at work more than three hours, one of the 

hoilers began to,leak. The tire was therefore immediately put out 

in it, when tile other was fouod not to ha.ve snJlicieJIt power to keep 

the wheel going. Every thing was therefore stopped, and the fires 

extinguished, that we might endeavour once more to get the 

damage repaired. On examination, it was found tbat the largest 

and tbe larboard pipe, whicb are placed within the boiler, bad 

been pressed Bat, and that the outer edges of each had reot ; thus 

accounting for the escape of the water, which was found to have 

made its way out at seven points in the larger, and at tilTee in the 

smaller one. 

We immediately set to work to replaoe tile large, and to repair 

tIle small pipe : but found this to be both a tedious and 0 difficult 

undertaking. The screwholes in tbe Baunches dii) not correspond 

to each other, SO that we were obliged to make new ones, after 
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plugging lip ibe old. .Neither did the dauncbes themselves mret as 

tqey_on!lJit ·to .bav,,-done; thus materiaUy increaliog the trQuble of 

lhe wo..kitteJl!.j· while weJegretted every bour the Ioeo of the: yaluabl 

1ime whicli>wa.-slipping away. Thus did we labour till midni Itt, 

when on trying the pipes by forcing wa!et into. them, we still found 

furthel: alterations necessary, as, eventually, we llad to fit two. tie"! 

pipes, so as to occupy us tbe who.le of this, the 17th day of July. 

Our latitude by Qbservation this day at I1I>On, was 65· 37', and 

tbe IQngitude by the cbrQnometer, W · ; showing that we h.ad made 

ten miles nQrthing. Tbe temperature Qf 111e air and the sea had nQt 

changed, and the wind had rather increased, without however any 

sensible augmentatiQn Qf the swell. 

The engineers and armourer wer still employed on the engine ; J.ly 18. 

my own amuety also causing me· to pass .nearly all my time in tbe 

engine room, since I found that tbis repetition of adverse winds 

might materially obstruct our passage to. Whale islands. By n.oon, 

L'Onsequently, we had only made fQur miles northing; and it was 

not till five in the afternoon that the work was reported to be ready. 

After an hour's labour in getting up the steam, the engine was thus 

at last set to. work Qn the lee paddles; hut they had nQt been quite 

balf an 110UI in motion when the main key Qf the shaft gave way, 

and we were Qnce mQre obliged to stop, under greater provocation to. 

the patience of all Qf us than it WQuld be eru,y to describe. There 

...,med indeed no. end to ti,e vexations produced by tbis accursed 

machinery; since the larboard boiler also again was found to ba.'e 

sprullg a leak. Nevertheless we took the opportunity of screwing lip 

tile ftawlcbes, though they were still warm; anc} tbe workmen set to 



BEOOND VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 

work jmmediately to make a new Key, IllOngh we could Dot hope to 

'be ready for Monday. The paddle was consequently also hove "Up; 

when, as if we were not sufficiently troubled already, -the tackle 

block gave way, and it came down, but, fortunately, withouLdoing 

any dRllla!,.... We however fitted- a new tackle, and thus got it ont 

of the water. 

July Ifl . During the last night the wilid and weather remained without 

July '20. 

alteration, nor was there any cbaoge in the temperature of the sea 

or the air. This morning, being Sunday, the w.eather was<foggy, 

aud the wind in the same direction, but more moderate : we conse

quently made little progress. At noon, as usual, tlle men were 

mustered in good health and spirits, aJld divine service performed. 

We saw tbe first walrus tI,is day, with a !,'<lOO many whales, and 

abundance of birds. We stood off the land till noon, and Il,en 

tacked; . our latitude being 6f>' 4.2', and lon!,';tnde Db" 12', with 

the temperature of both the air and sea 4.2", and tbe same at mid

.ught as io the day. 

This day commenced willI a calm, which continued till aboot 

eight, wIlen a light breeze sprrulg up ·from the soulllward, and con
tinued so as to give us a run of about fifteen miles during these 

twenty-four hours. Every one that could work was employed on 

the engine; and having fitted a new key on the shaft with all 

possible care, it was ready for use by the evening; even the boilers 

now seeming less likely to leak than they had done before. The . . 
breeze, however, was such as to render It unnecessary; so that 

we delayed a trill!, which was perhaps only destined to disappoint 

us once more. 
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We had now been beating about for fourteen days, in a situatioll 

little calculated to make much pr!'gress, from the various mis

fortunes whicb had beset os; and" I ,had therefore deteflllined, 

'\lould th"e wind continne SO unfavourable bnt ooe day longer, to 
look for some convenieot anchorage on the coast, where we could 

6sh o~ tongue the ' foremast, ru;td make such other alterations as 

would enable us to carry mQl'e sail. Witb this view the anchors 
were gOt ready; but the occurrence of tb.is I.ast favourable breeze 

suspended the execution of this design, aod gave us hopes that 

some better fortune WOB. nOlV' in. store for us. 

We now sounded wi th the deepsea lead eveu two hours, and 

found from 38 to 50 fathoms, bringing up sbeUs and small s!Qnes; 
while the nnture of tbe bottom aud the depth of water showed that 

we were probably'on a fishing bank, We therefore tried 0111: lines, 

and cangl.t some excellent cod and h,.'\\ib.ut, which proved very 
acceptable as a challge from our salt provisions. A large iceberg 
was seen this evening at a considerabJe distance, with many bales 

and birds. We still continued to shoal the water, which c,liminis\led 
from 39 to 36 fathoms by midnight; continuing to sound and 6 b 
during the ,whole night. 

At four on lhe following morning it shoaled to 28, after which Joly 21. 

the water became suddenly deep, and we foun!1 no bottom at 70 

fathoms by six o'clock. When on the shullow .. t part, we judged 

ourselves to be in the latitude of tbe rock on which the Victoriou 

man-of-war struck during the last war, being 66' 21': and thollgh 

we conjectured that this shoal might be a continuation of tbe same 
ridge, our time would not admit of a closer examination. 
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The land and. islands near Wideford were now seen bearing east 

by north, about tell leagues distant; but we could not see the sun 

00 as to obtain any observation. At t/;lree in the morning we 

passed the icel;>er;g which we had seen the day before yesterday, 
heing but the third one we had seen since our arrival in Davis's 

Strait.. The carpenters were .employed in fitting up a lugyard to 

our jigger-mast; and the iron hoops for tbe foremast head were 

now also finisbed, 'oith every thing else necessary for repairing this 
damage as soon as a convenient barbour sbould be found. We \fere 

e,'en in hopes of getting to Wllalefish islands tbis week . At noon 

the land about Wideford bore east; but our fair 'find gradually 
1'ell oft· in the lIfternoon, and the engine being snpposed to be 

now servicea»le, we put on tbe steam and stood to the eastward, 

with the intention of clearing some rocks wbich appeared above 

water much further west than any which are laid down in the 

chart. 

We had been swept towards tl,e shore, either by the tide or a 

curreut; but at midnight we had made considerable way from the 
land hy the aid of the engine and our sails. The former, howe.ver, 
was hut Of partial use. Owing to the leaky state of the boilers, 
we could employ hut one, ~nder which we could make no quicker 

progress tllan a mile within the hour. We therefore stopped it at 

four o'clock, to clear the furnaces ; renewing tbe attempt at eight, 

but witb no better success. In compensation, we had the con

tinued advantage of enduring these endless trials of our patience ; 
• 

and whatever rewards may be allotted to the exertions of this 
virtue, we had assuredly a fair claim to them. 
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It being calm this morning, the steam was continued till niue, July 22. 

when a hreeze sprong up from tbe nOl'th-north-west, being rlgllt 

ahead, and so str~ng that the engine, as it was now acting, was 

quite useless. It was therefore stopped. We had fished on the 

bank as lono- as it wa.' calm, in depths varying from 14 to 36 o • 
fathoms; but on standing to the west, we dropped suadenly into 

nfty, and then into seventy. As the small engine had been unable 

to work the bellows, this dllty fell on tile onen, who had conse_ 

quently u.ndergone a1)011t twelve bours of this disagreeable labour, 

and were mucl) 'fatigued: so tbat we were obliged to give them a 

turn of four bours' rest. The wind increasing in tbe course of the 

day, tile weather became foggy, and we stood to the westward. At 

eight in the evening we renewed our attempt with tile engine, 

using only the lee paddle; when it proved that the avem!:.", of 

revolutions in tIle minute was but ten, 110 eWort of tIle engineer 

having been able to ca .... y them beyond sixteen, tllOugb the ship 

received so ITIUcll aid frolll tile sails as considerably to diminish the 

resishUlce of tile water agail\st the wheel. 

The quantity of fish which we had caugllt, consisting of cod 

and hal ibut, was found to weigh 4053 pounds; so that we were 

able to serve the crew with a~ allowance of two pOlUlds eacb, a 

variation in their food not less conducive to their health than it wa.~ 

acceptable. In the afiernoon the swen increased so lUuell , that the 

engine was no longer of use. It was therefore stopped, and the 

wheel hoist.e<.l up; while the engineers took the opportunity of 

renewing their never-ending repairs. At five we ma(le the land; 

and as it was then blowing fresh, with every nppeamoce of a oon-

i 
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tinued adverse wiud, I determined to look for a convenient harbour 

where I might repair our damages. 

We accordingly stood in for the entrm'ce of 11 large inlet; and 

when as near as we could approach with safety, Commander Ross 

wn._ despatched in a boat to look for an anchorage. In the 

mean time, having passed to the southward of some small islands, 

[ stood off with the ship, waiting with much anxiety for the 

apl)()inted signal to bear up. I continued to sound ·as we stood on, 

and found the water deepen from thirty-five fathoms till there was 

no bottom at sel'enty. A stream, which was either tlte tid.e or a 

current, J could not be sure which, appeared setting here toward 

tJle north, and a creek was seen at the entrance of an inlet between 

the land and an island with a beacon on it. TIle land itself was 

,"ery rem.arkable; bearing a high ll1onntn.in with a sharp peak on 

it, quite unlike in clmracter to that by which it was surrounded; the 

mountain itself being called the old woman's hood: and there is also 

aUlong the charts a draught of the harbour which it serves to mark.-

-We OOltld not lJelp once more observing from this point in OUT 

pre8eut voyage, what had already strock us so forcibly, in the 

rarity, almost the absence of icebergs, nrunely, that all the visible 

land was peculiarly free from ice. This led us to hope, as we had 

in reality believed .likely before our iJeportpre from England, that 

the prece<ling winter had ,been peculiarly mild , and that the tempt

ation under which it was, chietly, that we had determined not to 

I_ ti,e present smnmer, late a. we had been in setting out, would 

he followed by better success tban we bad expected under"""", of 

ou)" recent disappointments. 
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CHAPTER V. 

• 
VISIT 010"' THE DANlsn GOVERNOR OF THE SETTLEM ENT AT 1I0LSTEJN

OORG-ItESII>ENCE THERE AND PURCIIASE OF STORES FROM TilE 

WRECK OF TILE ROOKWOOD-DEPAJ1.TUR E FROM HOLSTEINOOnG. 

ON the morning of Thursday we continued in expectation of our July 23. 

boat, which made her appearance about one o'clock; coming out 

to the southward of the island with the appointed signal Bying. to 

signifY that she had discovered a harbour. We therefore bore up 

for it lUlder an s.'lil, as the wind bad now 'much moderated . On 

approaching the high land, we found it nearly calm, though th~re 

was a strong breeze still in tJle offing; and at two o'clock COID-

mander Ross crone on board. His report was, that he had disco-

,-eroo,a cove at the ea.&t side of tlle beacon island, appearing to be 

perfectly safe, &lId with four fatllOIUS a little after high water; 

being at tile SOllie time so small that it would be Il ces&~ry to moor 

the sbit> botl. head and stem. Admitting that the water might ebb 

anotber fathom, there would be still ellOngh for a ship Of so m<>-

derate a drau.ght as ours; so tlmt ",e detennined to make for it at 
once. 

I \! 
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Proceed ing, we first pass<:<! a r(lllnd island, and a!h:rwar!is a 

rook. above \Voter, resembling a dead whale, situated to the rig ht 

hand of the ' island . There appeared to be a good channel, Ioow

f'ver, .on each !-Olde of it; and standing 011 till we approached the 
islaTld, w e found it to be about two hundred yards in Jengtll . It 

W:1S betweeJl this nnd the beacon island that onr intended harLour 

13Y, which was tlllls defended from die north by the main land and 

the islands near, n.o;:;" to the south, it was covered by many others; 

situated at varions distanc~. Tue boats soon towed us rOllnd , and 
we entererl from the south, mooring by ropes from each bow and 

qnarter. 
It was during this attempt that we first saw die moon since we 

ltad 'quitted the coast of Scotland 011 the fourteenth of June. 'rhe 

consequence was, that we had been nnable to procure a sing le lunar 

observation during the whole pa..."8nge. It was now most brilliant; 

and being seen beh"een the peaks of the lofty and p.icturesgue 

mountains of this coost, the elfect was splendid in the highest 

degree; ti,e mggo:l sides and peaks of all these hills appearing in all 

their distincbles.~ tllfongh an atmosphere wweh seemed ali if it had 
llever known a. "npour. 

At five o'clock the tide ha.d ebbed considerably, so as to leave us 

only twelve feet water. We found no inhabitants on the beacon 

island; hut ti,e presen"" of three E squimaux 'dogs assured us that 

we were not fetor frOID some settlement. Ascend ing to tile beaCQn, I 

!rained a ~,riew of two mAgnificent inlets, surrounded by mountains 

of a , 'ery striking charocwr; rar more striking DOW than tI,ey had 

appeared on entering the harhour, as the view which J obtained 
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wos more extensive~ Being entire1y clear of snow, while broken 

into precipi"..,., and shooting upwards their sharp and rugged 

vc.nks, their aspect was very different j ndeed ffOm what had 

O<.."Cnrred to us in OUf former voyage, wben tlle season was e;a.rli.er, 

ami the presence of snow on them not only obscru'ed their iQrms 

in tmmy places, but, by bringing them near to the ey~ destroyed 

all atmospheric perspeclion; all keeping amI aU landscape Beet. 
It wns truly- a. splendid and a strikiltg scene, well worthy of the 

pencil of a 'Very diftercllt nrtist, as it defied the little powe.r which 

J possessed. • 

The sight of num~rot1s rocks and breakers, both to the north 8lwJ 

Ole south, now prO\Iel that we had chosen die right passage, or 

rather the only Ilmrigable one; guided more by good fortune than 

hy observations which we had not in renlity the power of making. 

The islaud jt~lf was On far finer object tban our lormer a-peri n(.'e 

at an rodier, oold perhap~ in a worse season, had given us reason to 

expect on this icy coast, and reminded us in a lively manner of the 

far fhirer lands wb'ieh we had quitted hut a month before, and the 

!'iUlIllller whieh we belieyecl we had left behind . Every practicubl 

part of tlle surface, even the smallest spot which was not a pure 

precipice or a sea rock, was covel'ed with verdure ; while a profusion 

of wild plants, now in full und lux1lI'iant 1>10 som, rendered thllt It 

!limn mer garden which we expected to find wbat we had oft:eu (101 

before, a chaos of rtlg'bl"€d rocks and t.'Old Sl1m\", 'Ve no longer, 

therefore, wonden .. :1 at those who had given tbe name of Greenland 

to 3. cuuntry, which others a.;;:. well as ollrseh'es hnd long thought to 

have been ridiculed by such a denomillfltion , It was in truth a 
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!,I'J'eeU land, os far as our present situation was concerned; and that 

green the 'more striking from the long absence of nil but sea and 

sky, and t1le,desolntion of ice and rocks which, if we did not see at 

this moment, we knew fnll well lay all around us, as we had amply 

witnessed jt on fonner occasions. Nor was it free of the usual 

llccompaniments of a. bot climate, the especial torments of a 

northern summel', in the crowds, swarms, of mosquitoes, which 

pursued us with a JrlruJence even greater than mnny of llS had 

often experienced in tile W cst Indies. 

R eturning on board at eight o'clock, I found that the water had 

continued to fall , so tlmt we had but .. few inches between our keel 

and the ground. There were in fact but eight reet six inches at low 

water, thongh somewllatdeeper astern: but as there was 00 swell , 

nor any prospect of one, we were satisfied to remain as we were. 
The approach of any boat from ti,e inlet could not here be seen, 

from the position of the island; so that we were taken by surprise at 

the arrival ofa Danish flag, shortly after I had returned on boarp , 

accompanied by 11 multitu(le of canoes. They were alongside 

almost as SOOfl as they were seen; and we were pleased to find that 

there were two Europeans in the crowo, which at 6rst seemed to 

consist of :&quimanx alone; being dressed in tile usual c10tlling of 

the natives. They introduced each other as the governor and 

clergyman of the district of Holsteinborg, saying that they had 

come to know who we W€l'e, and whether we were in want of any 

assistance, They hod not seen us enter, but had observed our 

Illasts appearing <Wer the rocks, so tlmt they supposed us to be Q 

wrecked vessel, since no ship had ever 'been seen in this creek. 
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We found tI,i. governor, Damed Kall, a perron of. very prepos

sessing manners and appeaJ:llnce. He seemed about thirty years 

of age, and had beeD resident during six, with tbe elwrge of tbi. 

district und¢r tbe title of Colonies BestyTere, ubject to the Gllver

'10'· of LeiBy, who has the rank of IIlajor in Ille Danish Navy. 

The clergyman, named Kijer, see.med to be about t1.te same a.ge, 

with the manners aud language of a well educated and intelligent 

111un. He had been resident during the salllle ti.me, with a. wi~ 

and small family . 

They informed us that the harbour of Holsteinborg, instead of 

being in the great inlet to the south of us, la;r in the smaller one, 

only three m:iles distant, and entreated us to move our slUp to it, as 

we should tllen be in n place of greater security: ofieriog us at the 

same time any aid that we might requi:re. whether in tbe WHy of 

supplies or aught else, and expressing a desire to show us such 

hospitality as was in tlleir power. We Jearned from them, tbat 

the Rookwood whaler, belonging to Mr. Mellish, and from Lon

don, had struck on a rock uear 'Yoman's islUllds, on the fourth of 

June, and had proceeded Ilither to repair her damages. It was 

found, however, that her main keel was broken ill three placE'S, so 

that she DOW lay a wreck in the barbour; tbe master, Flett, 

having consequently landed all his stores and provisions, and sold 

a part to the Danish go,'ero,ment; leaving the remainder m,der 

ti,e governor'. charge, together with tI,e bull aDd rigging. 

I inforllled them of the nature and object of our enterprise, aod 

reque8lejl permission to purchase such provisions and stores, wjth 

>pars or whatever else might be needful and suitable to us, of tb_ 
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which remained under l.i8 custody 3rom tbe w....,k. To this be 

readily cOIL'Sented; ussnring us that he took mucl_, interest in the 

success tOf our undertaking, and also repeating. his oBer of fur

nishing us from his own stores with wlmtever else-we mjght want. 

1t occurred to me "immediately, among other things, that the mizen 

Ulast of tbe Rookwood, \\ibich 'bad once been the Rattle.' sloop of 

war, must be about the size of our foremast, and that by taking it, 

instead ofltollb"Uing eur own, we should not only -save much timE', 

but get a far. more secnre and suitable mast. In reality, this ma...qf 

was'alrendy proved to have been hro feet too short; and the pro

jected repair to which we had been. driven, would increase thi~ 

deficiency to three feet aucl a h.uf. 

T~le gov.ernor havi"ng. on my announcing my consequent desire 

to see tHe wreck, kindly oBet-ed Ule a passage in his boat, I 

embarked together with Commander Ross, tllat we might inspect 

the mast in question, aDd tletermine 011 our proceedings respecting 

it. In the way, these f.,"E':ntlcmen, who spoke English, comnluni

oated to us the names of the several i slaJlds~ roqk$, monnlains, aDd 

inlets which we saw in llassing, a, [ ",ban have occasion to notice 

in the place appropriated to tbose circumstances. To ti,;, useful 

information W8.' added the most a".,.eeable news whicb we bad 

heard sioee we bail left home; confirming what we had already 

helm led to believe from the absence of ice, and the lWlre gratifying 

that it still more completely ja.tiJied us in baving .Je,terlDined 

to proseeute.our .expedition this summer, nOhvithstanding all the 

unto .... rd circumstance.. by which it had been ob!4Nctoed and 

delayed. • 
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We were """ured tbat the present season wa. the mild .. ,t 1"ch 

had been known during the 'memory of tbe oldest person in tbi. 

settlement, and that the precerung one had also been unnsually 

mild. Witb this, they declared their conviction, that if ever the 

north-west -passage was discovered, it would be hi the present 

slIrumer. In detail, they stated {lmt there were only tllree days 

during all the latter part of the precedhag yea., in which the 

barbour might not have been crossed hy a twat, that the thermo

meter had only been for one day as low as minus 18", and that 

since tbat time it had never stood beneath 9' below uro {both) of 

Reaumur. Tills was a great contrast to the five preceding years, 

during which it had often, and for a considerable time, been as 

low as 32' below zero of the same scale. They also added , that 

althougb there had been a good deal of snow during tbe winter, 

tbere had heen very little frost in comparison wid, the usnal course 

of things; every particular coniirming the genera') assertion respect

ing the mildness of the present summer. 

. Having proceeded about tbree miles up the inlet, we gained 

sight of the flagstaff and the town. This opens to the north-west ; 

being on an elevated spot about five hundred yards from the land

ing-place, which is situated at the head of a little creek, that hy,ts 

curvature towards the south-west is bid from the sea, and fom.s a 

secure basin for boats or small vessels, whieb are also easily taken 

in at bjgh water. 

We found thetRookwood -lying close to thi.landing-place, heeled 

to .tarlJoerd, hut'With her topmasts still standing; and though it 

was not at that time low water, it was evident that she was Mm

K 
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plete1y stranded. We landed under a sa.lute; an honour which I 

did not expect, but which we returned aftenvards, of cou~e, as SO()11 

as an opportunity occurred. We were received by 1\lrs. Kijer, who 

was in waiting to conduct 11S to their LOfipitabJe mansion; and in 

both, COllllllander Ross was delighted to recognise two old acquaint

~lJlces, having IDlown diem during a former voyage, at the Whale 

islands. Fortunately, knowing the Danish myself, I was enahled to 

converse with this lad¥also, as her lonowledge did not, like ber hus

band's, extend to the English langnage. We were treated wiill what 

we might here consider an elegant repa:st of venison and other 

things, and served by EsqulUlaux females iu their native costumes, 
but flU surpassing in cleanliness those with whom we had been in 

COmmt111jcation on former occasions, 3n(1 moreover decoratea with n 

profusion of beads, and tJleir hair bound with pink handkerchiefs. 

After dinner we inspected the settlement, which consi!d.ed of the 

Governor's and clergyman's houses, n chul'c1] , two storehouses, a 

bakeholL'le, and about forty Esquimanx huts. The two houses 

were built of wood, halring a ground story containing a conuno

(lions diningrooID, a good bedroom, a. small parlour, una a 
kitchen; the Governor's baving an extra room aajoining, 

for the a.ccommodation of his tlvo boats' crews and two pilots. 

The apartments were low, and llDving cross beams in the cei1ing. 

resembled tbe fore cabin of a 50 gUll ship. The uppt:r story con

ta.ined only bedrooms for servants, being a. species of attic. To 
the cllUt'cll there is- a small steeplE! somewhat surmOtU1ting the 
building; Ole inside being neat aml plain, with an organ at one 

extremity and ille altar at ille otber, !llough the former was not 
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seen, as it had been sent home to be repaired . 11,e Church is L'3P"
hie of containing two hundred persons, and is well attended; the 

sermon and pmyers beu.g in the Esquimaux and ill the Danish 

language on the alternate Sundays. I need not say that the Danish 

"mil is the Lutheran.; nor need] repeat the praise S<) well deserved, 

and so often bestowed on th.e Danish Government for their attention 

to the spiritual welfare of the Greenlanders; and as little need I 

notice the well-known snccess, which has attended the labours of • 
the worthy clergymen who bave undertaken this otlice, under such 

a banishment and.such privations. 

The storehouse at the landing-place is the receptacle of all heavy 

articles; aud at the other, higher up, some oj the people reside. 

There is uo view of tbe sea froID tl.e town, tbe harbour alone being 

visible. It is defended from the east by high rocks> and also from 

the west by others, so as to be well sheltered; while it is covered 

from the south, tllOugh at a greater distance, hy the huge mountain 

called tbe Old Woman's Hood, and has also a prospect of a range of 

lofty hills fronting the harh<!ur. It is thus a really interesting, and 

almost a romantic spot; nevertheless scarcely endurahle as a resi

dence, were even a tolerahle portion of the ye.'U' such as it chanced 

to be at our visit. Fcom an elllinence a little way beyond it, we 

obtained a fine view of tbe.sea and its <..'Ountless islands; forming 

an interesting maritime landscape, out of the ~Qwer of our pencils 

at least) if not of better one's than ours; and, from the same poin~, 

we could also discern our own Boating home, lying snng in I.eI' 
li..ttle cove. The Esquimaux name of this town is 7l1"ielliu/:. 

Pudlit, meaning, as we understood, the " foxes' holes:' 

K 2 
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-Proceeding, nfte. our return, to examine the Uookwood, I soon 

found tha~ some of her stores would. be a valuable acquisition to 

us ; so. than besides the pleasure whi~h we were here enjoying, in the 

ouly day ,,[ t'OlDfort which'we i~,ad met with Sillce our departure 

from Woolwich, we had also fallen on what was IlS good, to us at 

leastl considering our few wants, as an English dockyard. The 
mizen mast suited us as well IlS if,it had been made on purpose for 

our foremast; and tJle provisions which rema,ined unsold, were 

sufficient to milke our own up again, to onr needful complement. 

It thus gdve B":eat satisfactiorr'to' our hospitable friends to liO(I 

that I should lose no time in bringing the Victory into their 

barbour; and hONing 1,romisetl to dille willl the Governor on the 

fulJowing day, we took! one of big pilots on board in his boat. 

On my return, Ii fOUlld:tlultMr.!11ho1ll, whom I had left on board 
to superintend the necessary operotions; had already got out the 

/o.emast, and was in the act of doing tire some for the mizen mast. 

These tllings being finished, I prepared to J'Wl up ti,e. b:u:bonr, 

by hoi.1ing a topsail upon 0"," shee'n:wbich had been set up, the 

wind being fortuuately '1uite fair, amiby the aid of warps; under 

which we sooo reached tho town, and made fllSt to rillgs on the 

rocks, by means of whale liP .. ; 001'- situation being within a 

hundred yards from tbe sloore on the_llast side. 

W e immediately proceeded to gel the mizen m .... t out of, the 

Rookwood; ,md about nine on..the sIune- evening, tire Victory was 

hawed alongside of the wreck, :it,.heing thea high water. 'l'be 

mast was soon hoisted out by means of our own mainmast; when 

we again hauled to our moorings, Ilnd lothe :carpenters were set to 
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work; the men being seut to take . tbeir four bours' rest at one 

o'clock. The next day they were employed in gettiog up the July'" 

fo.-emast aDd foretopmast; and Mr. Thom went on sbore to 

take au account of the provisions, ,vhich were sl,lipped off in 

ti,e Krusen.!I!ern, toh"€tiler with some otber stores tlmt we bad , 
selected. ., , 

In the IDean time, 1 proceeded, in company !With Commander 

Ross and the Surgeon, to an eminence on .the sbore near to the 

ship; which cdmmanded II oomplete view of the rocks, shoals, an.d 

entrance of this place; when sigbts were taken for the cbrono

meters, together witll a meridian altitude of the suu by the artificial 

horizon. A series of angles were furtl,er observed, for the purpose 

of determining the positions of several places in view; but un dec 

an annoyance from the mosquitoes, which far-exceeded the persecu

tions of the fOImer day, "ud under wbich .my nepbew sllfiered in It 

most extraordiuary manner. Who;' it that abuses Acerbi for his 

"leoml .,.petitiou of tbe suJlCriD~ he endured fl'Qlll Il, ... pestilent 

animaJs, wJucb) in these climates, render every moment 0. torment, 

so as to occupy tile entire attention, and to make it a1mostQS impos

sible to act as to enjoy ? Let tl,em try the experiment, not of a 

whole swnmer, but of a single, day in Sweden, or even here in 

Greenland; Iilld I am mistaken if. they do not jlL'itiiy the accu

mulated complaints of all the travellers that ever annoyed fl,. ir 

~yaders with the reoords of what tlley bad endured from this most 

iucrediWe, .nIl Dever to be forgotten generation of worse tb,ua 

Vipers. 

Havjng nevertheless completed Ollr observations, in desJlite of this 

• 
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army of ruthless devils, we proceeded to din.e witi. the Governor ; 

meeting also the clel'h,l'yman and iJis amiable wife, and being regaled 
with faTe aDd wines that would have done credit to a very different 

land from this most unpromising of aU the regions on earth. Peace 

and happiness are of no country or situation; and here at leru;t, 

while they seemed to exist in perfection, we had no wish to think 

that it was ever otherwi$e than as we now -saw it in this narrow, 

but apparently contepted circle. 

Ill. the mean time, the Esquimaux natives, who had cl'owded 

round us in their canoes from the moment of our arrivw, l:folve their 
assistance in hauling on the ropes, or (ioing any other work which 

chanced to iJe in hand; sho,';ng their good will at least, and in 

Teality giving us some useful help. Many also brought for sale 

su.ch articles as they hnd for disposal; and thus our men fum;"hed 

themselves with boots and gloves, in exchange for cotton han,lker

chiefs and old c1otJ".. Few of them seemed to be acquainted 

with the value of money: and one, who ]1",1 proposed a pair of 

handsome gloves to 1I1r. Thom, preferred an old handkerchief to 

either a sllilling or a sovereign, whicb were successively tendered 

tA> him in exchange. 

After dinner I proceeded on board to superintend tJle work; and 

1I1r. 'rhom, by means of the Krusenstern, continued to ship the p~o

visions, sails, and cordage which we had purcllased. Commal1d~r 

Ross, with Mr. M'Dillrmid, took a waLk to collect specimens of 

plants, or whatever else might ofter itself; after wJlich we nil DIet 

at supper at the Governor's house. At tahle, we were entertained 

with an account of the manner in which they speot their time; the 
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principal occupations being hunting wild animals for their skins, 

and whales, seals, and fi sh, al) the seasons chanced to permit. W e 

nnd_erstood that the annual number of reindeer skins exported to 

Denmark wa., three thousand, and that the quantity of whale and 

seal oil, whicll varied much according to the seasons, might be 
estimated ti'om the (:apture of tlle former ranging between two and 
twe.lve! It was in the mildest seasons tllat the least number was 

taken. • 

We further understood that i\Ir. Kijer had the pastoral charge 

of the districts of Holsteinborg and Sllkkertop, under the esta

blished church, and that he visited the latter (luring the spring; 

baptizing and confirming the natives as they were born and as they 

g rew up to years of discretion. He furtll et intbnned us, that a 

regular aCCowlt of the population is transmitted to the D anish 

Government. If I myself witnessed nothing but tbe most perfect 

good order during our short st.1.y here, so I was informed that there 

were very few inst.'lnces of immorality, ano that the general cha

racter of the Greenlanders was so mild and paci fi c as to afford no 

instances even' of common fig hting; as, in no case, were they the 

aggressors when contests took place between them and the D an ish 

settlers or other Europeans, 

I bave plat-ed in the A ppendix correct aCCOllnts of the popula

tion of the settlements which were kindly furnished to me by Mr. 

Kijer. 

No one expects to bear that there were trees in the Governor's 

garden, when even the Shetland islands are repllted to contain but 

one; but we found it cultivated, with salad, radishes, anti turnips. 
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Here, as in Lapland, the wild angelica abonnds, as do the well 

known scurvygruss nnd sofrel, so useful to a people consuming 

such quantities of the grossest animal food . The winter is reputed 

the healthiest season; and it is in summer that their chief diseases, 
being pulmonary or catarrhal, prevail . Whether these are to be 

,llnentled by physic Of not, it was for our surgeon, not for me, to 

determine ; but the patients cannot at least suffer much from 

medicine. since the nearest medical person is two hundred miles ott: 

at Ba...'ll's river; and even there, h:is practice is not extensive enough 

to aBord him the means of doing much hann. 

The stepping of the foremast was finished this evening. and the 

CI'eW were allowed six hours' rest, after a day of very hard labour. 

In truth, with all that bad happened to us, and all that had oc

curred to tease and provoke them, besides the r .. ,1 bard work which 

they had undergone, mine was a crew whose duties had been a" 

little of a sinecure as will easily be found, either in the naval or tile 

merchant service ; while if tbey had bad a rigbt to expect a .far 

easier and better passage, and a voyage of no more thun the USlla I 

maritime toils and troubles up .to this point, so, in having been 

thus unexpectedly barassed and disappointed, they were sensible 

tllat what might have been their comparative holiday was now at 

an end, and that henceforward nothing but labour and risk was to 

be expected. Yet there was neither murmur nor regret. Their zeal 

was unwearied, and their enthusiasm as lively as ever; while I could 

not too much praise their steadiness and sobriety, nor be other

wise than pleased at the amicable and good-tem)l'!red manner with 

which they conducted themselves towards tl.e natives. I do them 
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but bare justice to poo ... tLem,.even n6W : with hut little exception, 

and that proceeding4rom the- most uoexpected and severe sulferings 

and disappointments, I found..-ar more reason to admire them in 

the coming yenrs which none of us could t hen have foreseen. 

When I came on deck this morning at six, the cre\v being still July 25. 

asleep, 1 found a poor &quimallx waiting in his (.'anoe aJongside, 

with an oar whicl, had been lost from one of the boats, and which 

he had picked up. , H e was of course haudsomely rewarded for hi 

honesty; showing at the same time that he hat! no e pectation of 

the present by which he wns so delighted. I know not how far tbe 

exertions of the worthy c1ergyrnah deserve to share in the lI\erit of 

this and the other good L'Dnduct whiel, we w:itnessed; hut be this 

a. it may, I do hut justice to the. natural character of this race, 

almost every where within our experience, to say that they nre 

muong the most worthy of all the rode tribeS yet known 1<) our 

voyagers, in wbatever part of the world . 

Here. a1so, I must not fOfget to notiCe, we proem'eel six Esqui

manx dogs; a portion of our moving force that "'e were like.ly to 
wont before t1le winter bad long an-ived, and mig ht no1 obtain 

when we desired. Eventually, they pr(}ved of essential 14"" to us. 

The payment for the artiq)es wllich we had prooured was of ,} 

somewhat con'rl'lieated nature, but by tile kimlness of the governor, 

was made very- light. He wonld take no Teton} for tI,e greater 

part of wllat he l,ad furnished, the dogs being also his present : 

and as faT as tb".ror taken from the wreck of the ·Jlookwood 

were concerned , all that ,~e had.. 1<) d(} was to send a list to lIIr. 

"Mellish, ,vith a reference to Mr. Booth. 

L 
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After breakfast we went on shore to re·new OUT operations for 

determining tIle exact situation of Holsteinbdrg, and fOUlld the 

latitude to be 66" i>8' N, and tile longitude 1>3",)4' W, tiy tbe means 

.of Ih'e chronometers. The governor and the clel'b"Ylllan's party 

dined with us, and gave us an opportunity of showing tbem OUT 

present arrangements, togetlier with those whicll we should bl? 

obliged to adopt in tbe future, adding to this whatever else might 

gratify their curiosity about an expedition in which they seemed to 

take an inter.,j c'luolly friendly and anxious, and not less' than 

that sllOwn by onr own countrymen. Our ship was still llowever in 

great confusion, as could not fnil to be the case; and it was not 

till late in the evening that we could expect to be;n readiness 

to proceed . 

Taking ti,e boat, I therefore landed on the sma ll spot called 

J~ines island, which afforded the best view of tlus settlement, taking 

a sketch of it and of tile mngnificentscreen of mountains by which 

it was backed ; after which, having written tlle last letters to 

England which I was now likely to wrile for many adoy, Ijoined 

the whole party at the governor's bouse :'It uine, that we might 

take onr probahle farewell, and, according equally to northern 

and maritime custom, shake hands over a It parting g lass." 'There 

was every appearance of a favourable change in the wind, and the 

letters were forwarded to Baal's river, t.o ti,e charge of the DOllisb 

ship that had on hoard {he master and crew of the Rookwood, 

throngh whom we could be sure of their being carried on to 

England. 

This day, being Sunday, it was quite caitO in ti,e morning, and 
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as the launcb, ',Yhich had been on shore for coaJs, wa~ aground , 

we could have no prospe<;t of sailiog hefore two o'clock. I there

fpre attended rhe church witb the governor, and should have heen 

surprised at the singing of the &quimaux females, haa I not long 

kll9wn of their musical talents, and the great f.1cility with which 

they 1e..1.rn to sing even tbe more refined sacred music of the 

German school ; as those taleryts also had heen widely cultivated 

!,y the missionaries, even on the American sl,ore, under the direc

tions of Mr. Latrobe and others. 

This is a subject on wuich my opinion and experience are, 

equally, of no value; ano it is of no moment therefore, that, both 

in this and the fOTilier voyab~J the tribes with which I communi

cated seemed qnite indi6erent to mnsic, or insensible to it, as we 

tJlOugltt. The authority of such a musician as the one whom 

I have named, is paramOUJlt: and when the Moravian mis

sionaries in Labrador, under his charge, have found, uot only 

that their converts could he rapidly taught, in addition to 

their accurate singing, to play on the violin, and not only this, 

to construct their own instruments, no one can question the 

inherent musical talents of this race, though tbe faculty rna)" 

not helong to every trihe. I presume it to he pretty well 

knQwn that these worthy mjssionaries have not treated tills sub

ject as a mere matter of amusement or curiosity~ but that~ in their 

enlightened practice, it has heen rendered It powerful au."iliar)" 
in reljg ious instruction and civilization, as far as civiljzation i~ 

poosible under such circumstances as those under which these tribes 

exist. The phrenologists may here seek to confirm their theory, 

L2 
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as far at least as the existence of this single faculty ca.n assist them: 

but whatever this, and the parallel case of the H ottentots under the 
• 

same tuition, mny prove, it llllL'it not at least be foPgotten that th~ 

1\10mviaTls have been the instructors in each case, and that, 

possibly, more merit is due to the instructor than the (lupil. 

The clergyman aftenvards presented me with a hymn in the 

E squim<lux language, which I subjoin for the sake of the jew who 

llIay ta.ke an interes~in tltis 'Wide-spread tongue. 

KONGIVTINIK . 
. 

ERIN.-Nallullaitalt lokoviltsara. 

J. 

Amerdlarsorsoangortikit 

At.lRk! Kongim udJoee! 

Tam3Sa pillee attatikit 

Paralugo kot'fillguerme 

Tussarklt tuksialltivut 

Sajlllaugiuglo kongerput! 

2. 

Tennit..'1.rpio opernarsllsck 

Arsutigeinarliuk 

Talllatigndio sajmarsusek 

lIIignt llreJluul><>link 

Tllssltrkin-a! Kenutivut 

SajmaugiugJo Kongerput ! 

The translation will be found in the Appendix. 
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The breeze being at last fair, and our vessel aBoat, it w", 

necessary to take OUI' departure, as we could not now afford to lost! 

even u- single day, nay, scarcely Wl hour; so far was the season 

adval)ced and so much ground lay yet before us, between our pre

sent place and that in which, wherever it might prove to be, we 

should be compelled to winter. Our kind friends accompanied us 

on board, aJld we immediately weighed anchor, under a salute 

from the fort, which we of course returned. They attended lLS to 
• 

the entrance of the inlet, and we Hlere parted, with final and 

cordial adieus on each side. 

\Vii ether the two kind and worthy men with whom we had thus 

parted. and whom we were little likely to see again, may ever read 

this testimony of gratitude to them, is unknown to me, but I am 

happy in the opportunity of recording their benevolence. To their 

disinterested generosity we could not find the means of making any 

return, beyond the simple keepsakes which they were willing to 

receive; refusing every thing in the nature of remuneration. I 

tuought it however incumbent on me, as an officer in the King of. 

England's service, to write a letter of thanks to the governor, which 

I accompanied by one to the Dani h Court; a simple testimony in 

tiwour of one to whom no recommendation from me, could be of 

any service in that quarter . 
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CHAPTER VI. 

DI,SCO ISLAND-ENTER ON THE FrRBT O'F AUGUS'f'--REACn OUR 

FURTIIEST INTENDED POINT NORTH-STEER , FOR LANCASTER 

SOUND-ENTER TUE SOUND- REMARKS ON 1'HE FOQMER DIS

OOVE RY OF THIS SPOT. 

THE pilot having quitted us, Commander Ross continued to 

take the a.ngles necessary for determining the positions of the sur

rounding islands, of which he had given us the names, as well ao; 

those of the several mountains and promontories. We understood 

from him, that Lieutenant Graaf had set out on u very interesting 

. expedition to East Greenland, and tbat Captain Holboll had 

removed to the district of Baal's river. Having finished our 

angles, the breeze continued ~ freshen in OUT favouT. and we 

passed through an excellent channel inside the lkef islands, 

holding our course to the northward between them and W6roe. 

Tbe Holsteinborg mountains were soon out of sigbt; but we gained 

a view of others not less grand though much Jess romantic in 

picturesque cbaracter. We then shaped our course for Disco 

island, and thus were gradually carried to a considerable distance 

froll) the land. 
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It being no longer necessary to call at Wbale islands, that intell- )" , , ;. 

tion was abandoned; and as I had no desire to meet the John, our 
intended consort and tender, ·supposing, as was not very l ikely, 

that she had sailed, I beld on our course in pursuit of our main 

object. The wind continued to favour llS all Monday, and at mid-

night it had increased to a smart 1,,,,le, which made us regret that 

we had not taken time to clear the Krnsenstem of part of her 

cargo. The land ahout Wild islands, and "ear South bay, was 

seen at a distance; and, like what we had already passed, was 

remarkably clear of snow. \Ve also now passed many icebergs, 

all of which seemed to be in a state of dissolution , while the tem
perature of the air \Va., 40°, and that of' the sea my. 

We contrived to carryall our sail during the day, in spite of the 

force of the breeze, until one of the tow-ropes of the Krusenstern 

broke, which obliged us to take in some of our canvas. The mate, 
Blanky, had got on board of ber to f.'lSten a new hawser, wben a 

violent sea caused her to strike against our stern, doing some damage 

to her stem, and one of the seaman, J oho W 000, then jUUlP!ng into 
her, was so unfortunate as to break bis leg. This obliged us to heave 

to, thot we 'lnight get him on board the ship and put him under the 

surgeon's care. Just at this time, she gave a heavy lurch, whicll 

carried away the temporary topmast, its rigging having been rather 

slack, as it was, itsell,sprung at the head. The topsail however hAp

pened to be just then lowered down, and we soon contrived to clear 

.away 'the w;reck, and to set up a spar which we had, for a substi
tute. '!'he boat was also again secured, and we once more made all 
sail . Our latitude at noon was 69' 38', and the longitude ,:,401)8'. 
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As we proceeded towards the shallow water of Reefkol, the ice

bergs increase<! in number, but they were in gener.u smaller nnd in 

a more decayed state, being also often surrounded by fragments. 

We passed Cape Chidley; but, being a. we were nine or ten 

leagues to the westward of it, could make no use of it for verifYing 

our cllronometers; wlnoh we might otherwise have done, because 

this was one of the places, the longitude of which we had ascer

tained in our former "llbyage. Neither could we approach Wl.ale

fish islands, without losing more time than we could now spare; 

especially as the wind was fair for us. Even among the ice

herb"', tbe temperature of the sea was 41" at noon, and at mid

nig ht not lower thaD 40' ; a fact agreeing with all that we had 

hitherto experienced and heard, 10 prove the mildness of the 

season . 
.Iuly'2R. On the twenty-eighth the fair wina sti ll continued; but the 

lofty mountains of Disco were concealed by the haze till we were 

within n few miles of it. 'The place then nearest ns was Go

dhavn b 'l.v, the residence of the Governor-general of ti,e Danish 

settl ell1E'n~ in Greenlana, and it \VaS here tllat the master of the 
• John , supposing that we had proceeded , was to land the spare 

fuel. I wus not, however, in want of any; and as it was moreover 

nearly impossible that tlus ship could have reached it, though she 

]md made up a new crew, I consid.ered that to stop tbere was a 

pnrl'wseLess waste of time; not to be sacrifjL-ed when the wind was 
so fuir as it still continued. 

At ten o'clock in the morning the stupendolL' mountains of this 

island burst through the clouds, forming a splendiJ sight; and w e' 

• 
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00111,1 see tbat tbe range next to the sea, was as clear of snow as the 

llIore southern ·Iand which we bad already passed. Even tb. 

interior I,il\s were hut very partially covered; so that every thing 

continued to favour our hopes of making a useful progress this 

season, in spite of all the detention we had slllfered. As we passed 

along the land, we took angles, in order to ascertain our distance 

from it, and also to compare these with our former observations at 

Hare island, that we might determine our true position. 

This latter isJand was seen in the evening, its centre bearing due 

north. At tirst, it seemed entirely clear of snow; and it was not 

till a nearer approach. that we saw there was some remaining in 

the ravine. Our latitude at noon was 70° 12', and the longitude 

00" 4f)' ; being then a few miles northward of Disco, and about 

twelve miles west of it. TIle wind held on lrur; so that, 

besides Hare island, we also obtained at length a good view of 

Four island point, and, before midnig ht. caught a sight of Un

known island also; carrying on our triangles as far as Hare 

island. Forty icebergs were here counted; and it becomiug calm 

for an hour, we got near to oue of them, and were tempted to get 

up our steam. This however was scarce]y done, wheu the fnir 

wind returned, and we were pleased to have lost our labour. 

All these icebergs were in the same state of waste as those which we 

had seen before, and as soon as we had passed them, the tempera

ture of the water increased from 36" to 42" and that of the air to 44' . 

The wind was light all this day, and we tberefore took the July:19. 

opportunity of getting Ollt of the Krusenstern the c'lIpstan which 

.. e had obtained from tbe Rookwood, together with sollie other 

>I 
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~lrticl es, 10 order that she might be towed with more ease. At 

noon we were in latitude 71' l ' and longitude iXf', the Black ,'ock 

bearing north. The land towards the sea was here also clear of 

SIlOW, hut the high mountains in the interior, both here and 

beyond Jacob's bay, were for the most part covered with it. The 

temperature of the water was 4r at uoon; having ranged. during 

the do y, from 39' to 42' . 

The moon had ri561 at one in the afternoon, but there being now 

little wind, we attempted to take advantage of the engine; and in 

:;;ome manner or other, it continued to work all nig ht. The breeze 

freshened nevel'tlleless at midnight, though the weather remained, 

as it had been . 11 day, beautifully clear. Our new mainsail was 

bent, and seemed to fit well; and the caTpenter~ having worked 

for these last two days, aU the new davits for the boat" were finished , 

and they were hung on the larboard side. 'rile temperature of 

the water rose to 46'. In tlte middle of t he day a ship was 

reported to me, CODling down on us with all sail set, nor was there 

any doubt about tbe nature of the object, either with the offi cer of 

the watch or Mr. Thorn, as indeed tIle saUle opinion was enter

tained by every one on deck. My telescope, however, soon 

discovered it to be an iceberg, being one of a very few that were 

in sight at that time. 

We stopped the engine when the breeze had sufficiently 

freshened, and passed the Black rock under all sail; having a 

i.Je..'1.utiful view of tIle 1311d, which was dear of snow near the sea, 

and only exhibited its white covering on the (ops of the lofl:iest 

mountains in the interior. As we left the land during our pro-
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gre ... , tbe icebergs diminished in nnmber, and we pa.sed a hlubber 

cask marked Jane, with some pieces of painted wood that seemed 

to indicate the loss of a whaler in tbis quarter. It became sud

denJy calm at four o'clock, making us have recourse to the engine; 

and at midnight, Sanderson's hope bore nortb-east, sbowing very 

little snow; the temperature of the air and sea being both at 42". 

There was a breeze to-day, whjch continued to increase till .Iuly 30. 

noon, when jt moderated, and the engine was put into preparation . 

It soon, however, revived; so as not only to render our machinery 

mmecessary, but in a short time to become a pretty smart gale, 

commencing in tbe north-east, but sbortly shifting to the eastward. 

The swell was also very considemble ; thus indicating that there 

was no field ice near us: and tJlOugh the wenther was thick for a 

short time, it was not suffident to prevent us from st..'1.Ilding on and 

taking advantage of this fair wind. 

As bad been tbe case in aU former voyages at this season "f the 

year, we now expected to meet with the ice. being on the spot 

where the Hecla and Griper had found it at neal·ly the same date, 

aod not far from tbat where the Hecla and Fury were beset a 

month later. iu ]824. To our deliglitJ not less than our surprise, 

there was none of aoy kind to be seen; and it was not till some 

hours had elapsed tbat we discerned even an iceberg. A land 

bird unknown to us Hew on board, and was taken; and being left 

to Commander Ross to describe. ns he had preserved it, I need not 

anticipate that department of tbis narrative which has been left to 

him. If the sailors called it a turtle dove, and hajled it as an 

auspicious omen. we were well pJeo.sed to encourage any of the 

.. 2 
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nautical superstitions which served to keep up their spirits and 

furnish them with subjects of discussion . 

In the nig ht we passed a berg, on which there were many of the 

birds named Xeme, wbich I had discovered 1n my former voyage, 

together with some others. The temperature of the sea bad been 

42' at noon, and the latitude 73' [)(), with a longitude of 66'. 

Au gllst J 'Ve commenced a new month with a cleaT morning, and nothing 

• 

in sig ht but a solita,;), iceberg. We wOllld gladly l,ave sent to it 

for some water, of which we were beginning to be in want, but the 

swell was too great to ptrmil our landing on it. At noon the 

latitude was 73° 53', and the 10ngitude 6[)0 50', tile temperature of 

the sea and the air being equully40' ; and that continued unchanl,..oo 

at midnight. It WUS, in every thing else, a summer day; the sea 

and sky resembling more what we should have expected in the 

Med-iterra nean than in such regions as Baffin's bay. The wind at 

Jeng tlJ came g radually to the westward, and then died away, so 

that the eng ine was again marie ready. To no purpose, however, 

as a bree7..e soon sprung up again; while, as one of the boilers 

appeared t.o leak once more, we were well V1cnsed that we were not 

called on to use it, and thus took tbe opportunity of repairing it. 

August 2. The wind fresllening in the same direction, we stood toward the 

north, with one iceberg in sight; and as Sunday l'Ose on us, it 

proved a beautiful day, ·with a sky of the utmost serenity; the 

atmosphere transparent, and tbe sea so smooth, as almost to leave 

us without motion, But for one iceberg that wa~ in sight, we 

might have imagined ourselves in the snmmer s.eas of England, 

though the air was only at 46' as the water was at 43'. '1'he lati-
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tude at noon was 74° IS', and d,e longitude 6(f 49'. Tllere was 

not an hour during the whole day that we could not see twenty 

leagnes all round us. Diviue service was performed, and the 

remainder of it was made what we always wished, a period of rest. 

On this day a large spot was seen near the centre of tbe son; aod 

two bottles were thrown overboard containing our subscription with 

tbe lati tude and longitude. 

Like the precedjng, this was a summer's d~; and as there was AUgUBt 3. 

a gentle breeze from tJ1e north, we were enableJ to make some 

progress to the westward. Both the new topmasts were now 
fidded; aud so warm did the weadler feel to tbe seamen, that 

they were glad to throw off their j ackets . and work in their shirts. 

During this delay, which prevented us for twelve hours from using 

Ollr sc'li ls, the engine was kept at work; being only stopped at last, 

partly to I'epair the feeding pump, and partly because the breeze 

began to fl·eshen. 

Our latitude being 74° 14', and longitude 68° 13', being the 

furthest north dlat we were likely to be, a bottle was thrown over

board to commemorate the day, and I prepared letters for Engl<ul(l, 

under the possibility of falling in with some whaler. At noon the 

air was 44° and the sea 42°; while both subsided to 40° at midnight; 

a midnight as lovely as d,e day bad been, and which he who 

deslres to know what an arctic l~ght can be, should take a voyage 

to Baffin's bay to enjoy. 

Had we been in the West Indies, I could hut have found the A'g''' •. 
meu as I did this morning at six, scrubbing the decks without 

shoes or stockings. The pump of the eugine was completed before 
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nine, but (he smrboard boiler began to leak again so sooo after it 

load been set going, (hat we were obliged to make use of tb. 

other by itself; so that we could only obtain ten revolutions in the 

minute, and that with but one wheel. Thus, although it was a 

dead calm , we could make but a mile and a quruter in the hour ; 

yet this was better than HotJling at aliI though our debt to the 

t:ngine was assuredly u:; small as it weU could be. 

Though the sea ~as smooth, the sky was cloudy, so t.hat we 

(.'Quld obtain no observation; {md the temperature of the sea was 

one degree higher than that of the nir, which was 40°. "Ve passed 

between two icebergs, Lut did not choose, under the present 

circumstances, to deviate from our course 10r the purpose of getting 

water frolU them. The never-ending engine was af,rain set to 

work as soon as we had stopped the leak in the boiler; and, 

about five o'clock, we contrived to make somewhat lllore Ulan a 

lIIile and half in the hour, by the aid of both boilers, but with only 

one paddle, of which we could thus cOlllmand nearJy fourteen 

revolutiuus. The people were employe1:l in fitting . the new 

capstan, and in preparing the forehold to receive some more 

stores: and one of the stokers was nearly suffocated by inhaling 

some sulphurous gas at the furnace mouth. A jew moJlemokes 

were shot for the dof,rs, and we found some shrimps of a species 

new to us. About eleven, there being a small iceberg ahead, 

Commander Ross went in the boat to fetch some ice for water J 

as tbat which we had taken in at Holsteinberg was expended. 

We had not calcnlated on being so long without the means of 

renewing it, since we had always met abundance of field ice in our 



TO TilE ARCTIC REGIONS. Hi 

former voyages. About midnight, a SUlart shower of rain came; 

being mucJl more welcome than the snow, which would have been 

a substitute for it in our preceding voyages. 

At one o'clock this day we got pretty near the iceberg, when A'g"" 5 

the boat returned with three tons of excellent ice. It had been 

found to be in a state of decay; and it was not long before we saw 

it fall to pieces. The wind becolllin~ fa ir in a short time, the fires 

wel·e put out after the eng ine had been w","king interrupted ly 

about fou rteen hoo,"". For the present, the boilers had given over 

leaking. But this wind did not I •• t long, and at length inclined 

to the sol1th~west; so that it was again set to work and kept in 

action about twelve hours, being the longest period dnring which 

it had yet worked without accident or interrnption. The weather 

was deal' and pleasant, and the wind varying mOTe to the north-

ward. At noon tile latitude was 73" 48', and the longitude 73" 30': 

and at six, we had increased this to 74°, being about sixty m~] es 

lotheeastofCape Byam Martin. We saw the land looming, but 

the view was not such as to enable ll S to recognise it. At eight n 

fog enlOe on, but the temperature of the air and sea continued at 

40°, just as it had been at noon. 

The carpenters having finished the platform for the new capstan 

between the main and iore hatchway, it was shipped into its place. 

Two icebergs were in sight before the fog set in, hut we soon lost: 

sight of them and of every tiling else. Some advantageous cl.anges 

were made in the machinery, in consequence of which we made 

fully thirteen revolutions in n. minnte, with a ~elocjty of more than 

(l mile and a half in the hour. 1'he fog tb_ickened much at Inid-
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night; but, ~ the temperature was 48° J it did not freeze on our 

rigging, as had h, ppened in tile former voyage. 

A,."" 6. Being nearly calm to-day, tbe topgallant sail was furled at one, 

and the topsail 1owered; hut we could not make more t1lan n mile 

an hour witJl the engine. At three the fog suddenly cleared away, 

and the land became at once visible, as if bursting out of the 

clouds ; Cape Byam Martin being distinguished from tbe rest by 

the grandeur of its ll1rm. All the higb lands, and this among the 

rest, were covered with snow, with but little exception; and we 

attrihuted this difference between the present coast and that which 

we had quitted, to the circumstance of the former being exposed 

to the north-east. Possession bay bore due west, about fourteen 

leagues distant. 

A light breeze now came frOID the westward, so as to oblige us to 

stand north; hut we still kept the steam on, while the engine had 

conducted itself so fur beyond all its former doings as to have been at 

work for twenty-fonr hours. Towards noon the land wafi covered 

by a haze, and we saw no more of it at this time. The latitude 

was 73Q 33', being nearly that of Posst!ssion bay, and the longitude 

74' 42'. being about thirteen leagues to the eastward of this part 

of the CO"it. 

Three icebergs appeared., one of a very remarkable appearance, 

since it resembled a bridge with a castle perched on its summit. 

The other two seemed io a crazy state, and we aflerwal'd~ saw one 

of tJlem fan to pieces. Sollie of the krang of a whale had been 

seen in the morning; and, in the evening, that of a very large fish 

came near liS, so that we sent out the boat and procured a supply 
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for the dogs, A piece of ship timber was also picked "I', with a 

few ~bellfish adhering to it. In the evening the wind 'vas directly 

alt"inst us, <md tbe engine was stopped; as it was then of I ittle use, 

and as tbe leeding pump bad again gone wrong, The temperatll" 

of the air and sea was 40' , 

On entering Lancaster sound, I wa~ naturally relu-inded of that 

period ill my former voyah"e, and being now near the spot at which 
• we had decided to retllrn, under the fu'm belief t1,ut w. con ld pelle-, 

trJ.te no further westward in this direction, I could not help makin/!, 

in my jonrnal the remarks 'Which T now transcril"e from that entry : 

thoogh I bave carefully reviewed tbis subject, in tbe sketch of the 

wbole series of attempts to discover a north-west passage. which l 

have given in the introductory chapter to the present work . 

' Sir Edward P arry remarks that Lancaster sound had " obtained 

a degree of notoriety beyond what it might otherwise have been 

eOllsidered to possess, from the ,'ery opposite opinions which have 
heen Ileld with regard to it." This language is somewhat 3Jubi

guous, at. least ; and either fl'om this cause, or others, it has been 

inferred by some of tllOse persons who took an interest in the djs

(..'Overies and prO<.:eedings of that voyage, that Sir E:lwa~d's opiuion 

was opposed to mine, when we were employed together on that first. 

expedition . Under such a conclusion, the same persons oog llt also 

to bave per<.'eived, that as n. matter of course, he must have tJleu 

expressed that ditterence of opinion to me, since this was his duty 

a.~ tny associated though junior officer; fmd thence, I presume. they 
• 

will have furth er determined, that, in acting us I did, T pl'oc't..ooed in 

f)ppositiOIl to his dedared opinioll. 

N 
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, If this be the case, it is necessary that those persons should be 

undeceived; for he did not Ilt that time make any such opinion 

known to me, and I am tberefore bonnd to conclude that he did not 

entertain it. He could not have believed that there was a passage 

through Lanca."ter sound, or he would have told me that he thought 

so; for it would be to suppose him capable of gross misconduct as 

"Ul offi cer, were I to imag ine that when he was my seeond in com

mand , he supprec;sed any opinion that could concern the duty in 
• 

which we were both engaged; above all, that he concealed an opi-

nioll wlrich, on account of its very high importance, it was the more 

strongly his duty to have commnnicated. Nor is there a sing le 

officer belonging to either of the ships, who, if he now says that he 

difrered from me in opinion at that time is not equally censurable; 

since it was incumbent on all to have stated to me what they be

lieved or thought on that leading object of tl,e expedition, 

• It is possibJe tlmt I may not, even now, influence or alter the 

conclusions to which I have thus alluded, since it is in hum.an 

nature to adhere to judgmentl!i once form ed, and so long uncontra

dicted; but I con here, on the very spot itself, where every recol

lection seems but that of yesterday, reassert with the most perfect 

confidence, that no officer then expressed any belief tbat there was 

a passage through this opening, or even suggested a hint to that 

effect. So far from this, I was 'led to infer, by the general remarks 

on board of my OW11 ship, and by the expressions of tbose who con

sidered that they had more especially a right to be consulted, that 

I had, according to their opinions, already proceeded, not mel'ely 

far enough, but too far, 
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• It is further true, atld I Dlust repeat it m tills place, lhat 

even if the ol)inion of my second in command bad been, what by 
mauy it bas been supposed, the reverse of my own, whicl,jt wns 

uot, I wus perfectly justified, by my instructions, and by the cir

CUUlstances in whicb tbe expedition found itself, in acting us I did. 

Those orders were clear and decisive: not only was tbe season 

pussed for penetrating furlher througb the ice, but it wus my 

imperative duty, as it is with e\lery officer in command, even if 
• I bad not received tbe orders to which I have referred, to attend 

to the preservation of the ships and their gallant crews. 

, It is unquestioned, at the sam. time, that the whole space to the 

westward of the ship, at that period, wa. 61led with ice, so tbat we 

could have penetrated but II few miles further , even had we made 

the attempt. Nor do I think it in the leust probable, from tbe 

appearance of the distant land, a. it is at this moment Iyjng before 

me, that my judgment respecting the nature of this opening would 

bave been difrerent from what it was at the time we resolved to give 

up tbis pursuit, even had I then approached nearer to the edge of 

the ice. It is well known that the appearance of the land in the 

icy seas i. olten very deceptive ; and wben Cook himself had 

formed wrong judgments of it, on more dIan one occasion, jt is a 

sufficient proof that the difficulty of judging truly must olteu be 

very great, if not illsuperable. But, in reali ty, the whole history 

of navigation abounds with similar errors or false conclusions; they 

lIlight be collected in hundreds by auy one who cbooses to se'.trch for 

this pu.".,.J. He must be little conversant, indeed, in this kind of 

reud..ing, who cannot recollect instances in abundance, even without 

N2 
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the trouble of a search; and instances, of course, where tilt: t:rror 

has been only detected by the better fortnne or greater success of 

subsequent navig-ators. 

< I mig ht ha \'c said till this long ago, an.d J would have done so, 

had .I felt that J was ill jnstice c-alled on for a defence of my 

opinion~ and proet£dings. Knowing luyself to be rig ht, 1 adopt~1 

that courS(" which, alillOugh tile most flifficlllt, is ever tile best. Nor 

should I have broken that silence now, or h;l\'e 1"eclll'red to thi'i his-
• 

tory of times long p.-.st, but that the spot recals a lively recolJectioJI 

of the various trying emotions, of which it hw~ been the llnrcnt, and 

at the same time g ives me more than hopes, tha t the eftort which I alll 

once more making to solve the important problem before me 

may, if ever [ return to England, be received in a very ditl"erent 

manner.' 
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• 
CHAPTER VII. 

• 
PROGRESS DOWN LANCASTER SOUND-SIGHT OF CATHARI NE AND 

ELIZABETH MOUNTAINS-PASS CAPE VOIU\. AND STEER FOR PRINCE 

If.EGENT'S INLE'J'--CAPE ELWIN AND ELWI N BAY--THE COMPASSES 

CEASE TO TIUVERSE-DISOOVER ADELAITIE BAY-APPROACH TO 

FUllY DEACH-FIRST SI GHT OF THE TENT POLES LEFT AT TUE 

TI~1E OF THE WIlECK-TI-lE VICTORY MOORED. 

TIm ship made about four miles of northing m the mormog. AugU$I 1 

after which it fell quite calm, with the vessel's head to the north-

ward. Several icebergs were in sigbt. and a boat was sent for 

another load of ice, with which she returned about one o'clock. 

The boilers were then filled; and tbe eogine being clean and 

ready, was set on about three. We only obtained ten revolutions 

in a minute, propelling the ship against a light air, at the rate of a 

mile and a quarter in an hoor; not being able to raise the pressure 
of the steam beyon,\ thirty pounds on the inch. 

At noon we were in latitude 73" 50' J having made twenty luiles 

northing; and we estimated the longitude to be the same os yester

day, as we batl 110 sigbts for the chronometers. ~Iore krang, with 

some blubber, was picked up for the dogs. 'The land was seen 00 
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each side of Lallca...crter sound, and our course was about midway 

between the two coasts. The day was cloudy, and a few drops of 

rain fell ; the temperature being 40°. both at noon and midnight, 

for the air, and the water alike. It was so warm, that although we 

receil't'(1 none of the heat from the steam engine into the cabin. we 

found it agreeable to dine without a fire, and with the skylight 

half off. It is true, that the thermometer did not indicate a 

summer temperature for England; yet, to our sensations, the 

weather was as mild as it would have seemed there, with a heat of 

sixty degrees. Many mollemokes bad been seen during this and 

the preceding day; collected, <louhtless, by the fragments of the 

wbale that were Boating about. 

As the whole of this day was perfectly calm, the engine was in 

constant use; with exception of some interruptions in cleaning 

out the furna ces, and some otller causes of hindrance which I am 

now weary of repeating. Eleven revolutions, which were all tllat 

we could produce, gave us a mile and a balf in the holl1'. As it 

was cloudy at noon, we did not obtain a meridian altitude, nor 

did we see the land until after a very early bour in the morning, 

and tben but indistinctly. In tbe forenoon,. we procured a boat's 

load of ice, and cleared the Krusenstern of twenty-eigbt bags of 

coals and some timber. The air was at 4<r', and the water 39-; 

bot the latter became 40" also at midnight, tllOugh, for a short 

time ill tbe evelling, jt bad been at 86', in consequence probobly 

of the vicinity of solDe icebergs. 

The forehold was restored, and made ready for receiving addi

tional provisions, and we also obtained SOUle more water in the 
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evening. As the sun declined to the northward, there was an 

appearance of wind in the cloud.; and, and .t ten, a light air 

arose, so as to induce us to set all our canvas. The remains of 

wha1es were still seen, in various directions, covered with moUe

mokes, and we also observed a Rock of ducks, and some of the 

ivory gulls. The water seemed crow(led with minute marine 

animals, and afforded us some specimens by means of tbe gauze 

nets. • 

During aU the last week the utmost anxiety was expressed by all 

on board for a fair wind; and our impatience to profit by tbe 

fine weather made the misemble performance of the engine more 
grievous. That it was a frequent subject of execration, I might 

guess, if I did not hear it; and if the constructor received his 

share also, no one could have expressed much surprise. It re

quired constaut and minute attention to persuade it to work at aU ; 

a, even with all the goodwill of the workmen, my presence wru: for 

ever required in the engine room, insomuch tbat I was scarcely 

allowed to sleep. It may well then be believed that the appearance 

of a breeze from tbe eastward was looked for with the utmost 

solicitude. Every band was beld np to feel if a wind was coming, 

every cloud and fogbank watched, and aU prophesied according 

to their bopes or fears, till they were fairly driven oft' the deck by 

the necessity of turning in to sleep. Had we been less anxious 

ourselves, we migbt have been more amused by observing how the 

characters of the men inti uenced their conduct on this occasion. 

Those of all eager disposition were continually watching the 

eastern sky, to discover, in the ebllD!!'" of tbe clouds, or whalever 
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else might oc..."Cur, the first promise of a fair wind ; while the 

desponding characters occupied the bows, looking in gloomy 

silence at the diU'k sea and sky before tJlem. and marking, even 

without a word, their despair of our ultimate success., or their fears 

that our voyage was abont to come to 81:\ end, at e\ren thi !ol early 
clay. At midnight, however, eVeJ'Y $ymptom of a wind from the 

t:ast began to show itself; the despairing few recovered tlleir 

spirits, and the satis' :lction of the hopeful was at length diffused 

throughout the ship. 

This welcome wind which had at last arrived, gradually 

increased: aU sail was set, and the engine kept in action tiU 

three o'clock, though by considerable exertions of tl,e lIlen at the 

bellows. The weather still felt mild, though the wind was east; 

and as. the men bad undergone much fatigue, they were sent to rest 
• 

after divine service. The latitude was observed at 74' 1', and the 

longitude by the chronometer was 77". No ice of any kind was 

in sight; but tbe snowy tups of tbe mountains, anei particularly of 

tbe two remarkable ones formerly named Catharine .1:Ila Elizabeth, 

were seen rising above the clouds. The. course steered by the 

compass was here nortn-nortb~t, which, Wlder a variation of 

114', led us directly up the sound; makiug tltus !l course nearly 

... est. In the evening, Cape Live'1JOOI was also seen above tbe 

clouds. At noou tbe temperature of tbe air and tbe sea equally, 

were at 40", and at midoight it subsided but one degree. 'l'hat the 

p.-nt cbeerioess of the crew might want nothing that we could 

add to it, they were served with a dinner of fresb beef from our. 

Galloway bullock : though the wannth of the ..... ther now began 
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to make us fear that we should not long preserve the remainder ill 

this state. 
During the night both tbe northern and southern sides of the .'g'" 10. 

sound were in sight, tuough ob~curely; but as tIle morning 

advanced the wind freshened, and it became so tlaick that we lost 

sight of tueO}, and were unable to obtain any observations at noou . 

'1'lle sights, however, fur the chronometer lJeing near the prime 

vertical , our longitude was , pretty well a..'>Certaiued. At eleveu 

we bad passed Cape Charles Yorke on one side, and Cape War-

r nder on the other; and as it was sufficiently clear to see two 

miles from the ship, and no land was discernible, we hauled in 

to the southward, to wake Cape Crawford, intending to run 

along shol'e. 

At five it was actually seen on the starboard bow aboot two miles 

ott: wlJich compelled us to haul immediate ly to tLe northward ; 

and, when it bad cleared a little more, we found ourselves nearly 

tmbayed, and surrounded with fragments of icebergs and land h::e. 

We- sounded, and at first had fifty fathoms; but in a <tuarter of an 

bour it shoaled to twenty-five, with sand and shells, onr ship being 

then but" mile from the nearest I'r'ljectiug point. The swell bad 

much increased ; and as we neared the land, which was now seen to 

be mountainous, tJ)e wind fail ed us; while, owing to the heavy 

motion of the vessel , sbe carried away he" main boolU, breaking it 
into three pieces. OlLr situation w~ indeed at one time very 

uncomfortable ; as we were taken aback three seveml times, an4.1 

werE' carried by the swell much nearer to the shore than was at llH 

desirable. We were indeed preparing to anchor, as tile only 

o 
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alternutj"c left, wht'll the wind suddenly returned to tile old quarter, 

and we weathf'reu the point. 

To :rid liS through these difficulties, we got the steam up in an 

unusuaHy ~hort time; but this une"'11ected breeze rendered it unne

cessary t.o have recourse t.o the engine. As the temperature of the 

wnter had I:lllen to 32D
, we had warning to keep a good look out ; 

Rnd I m !lsi. not forget to record the good conduct and activity of 

tile crew, in this as ill all the previous situations in which we had 

been in a 113zardous position . 

The mainsai l was soon set again, without its boom, and we thus 

got entirely clear: when we bore up along shore, with a fine 

breeze from the east-south-east, but edging off a little to the north

ward ti ll eigl't, when we had gradua1J y f,rained a sufficient offing 

to e~able us to steer according to the trending of the land to the 

westward. At three we saw Cape Yorke bearing north-north-east. 

An examination of the eng ine at this time, showed that a quantity 

of coke dust had b<>en deposited in the airpipes, and t.hat both 

tbe feeding pumps were again out of order. 'rhe cleaning and 

ordering of these things occupied lIS for six hours, and by mid

night the breeze was fast increasing. 

Augu.t II. The weather this day, although foggy, was not such as to 

prevent us from keeping sight of the land, and at six, wllile 

passing Cal'" Yorke, a peaked hill was recognised by Commander 

Ross. We now met witb a ,tr.,.am of beavy ice, but fouod a good 

pas.age throllgh it; aud, before noon hlld passed, through the 

openinb"S of three others, much larger than tbe first. At the same 

time, it fortunately became sufficiently clear to enable us to see Oil,. 
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way, and also to get a good observation at noon; 

tbe latitude to be 71J' 40', Il.Ild the 10"l:,.-itnde !!4' 23'. 
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when we found 

After this, we 

found no lOore ice of any consequence, and were able to make a 

direct course for the south side of Prince Regenfs inlet. 

Accordingly, at two in the afternoon, we made the land between 

Cape Soppings and Elwin hay; bearing up, and sailiug along 

shore, as soon as we had approached it within three leagues. The 

wind, which had been gradnally increasing fo! some time, beeame 

so hard a gale at four o'clock, as to reduce us to a close-reefed 

topsalJ, under which we '''ere now cotnpellc.'(} to scud. The se'..t, 

which had been comparatively smooth among the ice, rose also as 

higb as we had seen it during any part of the voyage; and as the 

wind, being now from the uorth-nortb-east, blew directly down the 

inlet, the IrLDd altbrded us no sbelter. We therefore prepared our 

storm sails, and made ready to lie to under them for the night. 

WIlen abont ten miles to the north of the place where the lOury 

was wrecked, and near Elwin bay, we obtained some good obser

vations. In running down, we pereeived some of tht! land ice sti ll 

fast in tlle bays; but, except a small iceberg, there were no out

standing masses on the shore. At nine we pas...;;ed Batty bay, after 

which we met ice of a very dift-erent character from that in Baffin'~ 

bay, being much more uneven, and, genemllYJ thicker; and from 

its appearance we concluded, that not only this, but most of what 

we had just passed, was the produce of the previous year, and had 

been now broken ofl' from the sbores north of Prince Regent's inlet. 

As soon .. ~ we bad passed the streams of ice already noticed, the 

ten11'erature of Ole water at the surface rose from 31" to 33", giving 
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