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us hopes that. we should now see no more of this kind; while, 

alOlOugb we had the prospect of being obliged to lie to for moderate 

weather, we considered u}is gale to be lUnch ill our favour, 
Afler funning under ,'ery little Sc'lii till midnight, at which time 

we had fetched from tbe furthest point of our progres.. in 1818 to 

the head of Prince Regent's inlet, in thirty-six hours, we brought 

to under the stonn traysail and storm fore-staysail; the topsail 

Ilaving been previou..~ly handed, and the topgallant yard down. 

1t is now important to remark, on another subject, that while 

we weTe ofr Cape Yorke, and when the motion of the vessel became 

con idemble, our (..'Ompas.sp.s ceased t.o be of any I\1se. Pope's, 

Gilbert's, and Alexander's, each of which had been used on the 

voyage, all ceased to traverse about the same time ; and we wel'e 

consequently obliged to shape our cour~ by Illeans of astronomical 

bearinb"S, deduced from the sun ill the manner which J had practised 

in my first \'oya,f,re. Thus, when we had ascertained the bearing of 

~Uly ol~ject aJlead, we ~teered for it without regard to the now nse

Ies$ needle; though when tbe weather became thick, and the sea 

heavy, tJlis mode of proceeding either became difficult or required 

extreme caution . 

The ice soon al'p"red to leeward in detached pieces, and the 

weoO,er became thicker after midnight, but there was no appear

ance of any danger; so that ComQlnnder Hoss and myself were 

enabled to take some rest, niter the fatigues of tl,e last forty-eight 

hours, leaving the charge of the vessel to Our experienced o~d 
excellent milte, Blanky. 

A'g"" 12. If we had ever donbted his care and ability, the event of this, 
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following, day fully jllstified our confidence In him. At two 

o'cl ock ill the morning a heavy pack of ice, wllich bad betn con

.cealed from us by the fog, . uddenly made itq appearance at only 

three cables' len,,-th under our lee, being then only recognised by 

the tremendous breakers that were ~urgi ng over it. Deciding at 

once, that the only chance for u.<:; wa.~, to weather the" end next the 

land, he let tly the storm tray.ail sheet, and putting lhe helm up, 

gave us notice of the danger, immediately prQPee<ling to hoist the 

stonn jib and reefed boom-foresail . which had been kept in read i

nffiS for such an emergency , 

We found it nevertlJeJess impo&qible to keep clear of a pieCe of 

ice in wearing ; yet, though it gave us a violent shOCk on the Jar

board bow, it assisted in bringing the ship's head tbe right way. 

I! wa.' still doubtful whether we could clear tbe end of the pack of 

ice which wal! now on our lee bow, with the sea breaking over it. 

We tberefore stt all tbe sail that we could carry, and at last 

weathered it only by the ship's length; finding suddenly the most 

delightful relief, in quitting a turbulent sea for one that was as 

smooth as glass; a quiet retreat in which we could venture to 

finish our night's rest. We were indeed perfeclly shdlered from 

the gale by this g reat ma-"5, wllicb wa'J hOllTly gaining in size and 

solidity, by attaching the .. maller pieces tbat were lIonling near it. 

At six the weather began to moderate ; and, venturing to set the 

mainsail, we pas.oo this ice and stood towards the land. Tn half 

an hOllr we saw the place where the Fury wa.' wrecked. with the 

pole. of the tenls standing; but we could not discenJ the ship, 

though we were sometimes wiJIing to tbink that slle was distin-
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~uishnbl e . To OUf great mortification, however, we could oot 

reach tlap spot; and we now saw that n strong southerly current or 

tide wa, hurrying us away 1\'0111 tlris unlucky place. A thick fog 

obliged us to wear, apd return to our shelter under the ice we had 

.i ust quitted. 
During the day, it being more moderate, with clearer weather, 

we made several tacks toward the land, buralways found that we 

were losing grounQ. \Ve therefore put on the steam at four 

o'clock; but, as the feeding pump went immediately out of order, it 

was to no purpose. At five, nevertheless, we had reached a point 

about five miles to leeward, or to the south of Fury point, at which 

time the wind' and weather bad both improved. Commander Ross 

immediately set out in the whale boat to look for an anchorage, and 

we followed , with the ship, now under steam and sail both, into the 

bay as it appeared to us, but inlet as it afterwards proved, whicb 

takes a direction due east from this part of the coast. He had found 

a place, as he judged, which would offord us security for the night; 

but we had discovered in the mean tiUle that there was an eddy 

current setting along shore to the north-eastJ in the direction Omt. 

we wished to go, and that tht:re was a clear line of water inside the 

masses of ice, which seemed to be agroUlld. We therefore stood 

toward, this place, aDd found that we had just sufficient water to 

pas, withul musket-shot of the land. 

The sbore here was at first sloping; but, further to the north

ward, we found that the land rose from the sea in perpendicular 

cliffs from two to three hlmdred feet in height. We easily ascer

tained that they consisted oflimestone, presenting the appearance of 
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0. horizon.tal stratification; but as to any other details, our geolo

gica) op)>ortuuities extended no further. A very large wllite bear 

came down to the beach, as if to gratify some curiosity respecting 

us; but it did not folJ ow long , nor come wi~jn gunshot of the 

ship. It soon hecame quite calm ; hut between the eddy and the 

steam we were carri.ed at the rate of two miles an hour. 

It was quite clear day, and it was now we discovered that our August 13. 

supposed hay was an inlet. It appeared to heovery deep, since we 

could see no land according to its direction, and we concl uded that 

it proceeded far to the westward. As this chanced to be the birth-

day of the Duchess of Clarence, the bay, which constituted the fir>1 

point of our discoveries in tlJ e present voyage, was named Adelaide 

bay, and the anchorage which Commander R oss had selected, 

Adelaide harboor. 

At two o'clock we had made eight miles; when observing dial 

the tide had changed, we made rast for the night, estimating that 

we wel'e five or si.x miles from Fury point. Our ship was secure 

inside of some large pieces of ice which were in 0. state of decay, 
while that on the outside was setting fast to the southward . 1l1e 

more we saw of this coast, the higher the cliffs were found; while 

in some places projecting into horizontal shelves, and at others 

putting on an aspect of waJ,ls, castles, and turrets, with sbapes even 

lUore fantastical , as is not uncommon in some of the deposits of this 

rock in other parts ofthe world . At short intervals also they were 

in~ted by deep ravines, conveying streams of water, or showing 

die marks of former torrents. 

At seven the wind appeared to c'OIDe from the westward; IIl1d 
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thl! tid., ",hiel. had fallen, rose with great rap,dity, so as to-carry oW 

the ice which obstructed while it protected us; thus leaving an 

open passus'e (0 the noftll\vard , 'l'h. land llowbegru. to trend in 

tllis direction, and -we nccotd:.ingly made -sail; but had not pro

eeeded abdve n. quarter of a mile, when the wind and the current 

ClUne against us, and we were obliget1 to ma.lu: fast: to a piece of 

Ice which lay agl~ound. 
In the mean time the steam was got up; tUld tbe wind ~illg 

lif,.nt, we cast off " second time, but made little progress, owing to 

the feeble actio .. of the engine, and the defect, in the ft:eding pump, 

which we couIa not here take time to repair, In fact, the whecls 

OOtlld make but eigbt revolutions; giving us but a mile an hour. 

W' e tllerefore were ol>1igeil "gain 10 moor to a piece of ice, 

On fhrther examination of the working of the enbrine, I .now 

llOwever found that it was possible to procure as mucb steam in 

fifteen minutes as would keep the eng ine in action for about an 

~ual perioo, and with thirteen or fourteen revolutions of the 

wheels; I tberefore adopted a new plau for converting it to some 

usc. A wba.le line was carried out as a warp about two cables' 

lengtlt ahead; when the engine being stopped so a. to allow tbe 

steam to accumulate, the vessel was warped on by "it; and this 

being done, the steam was again set 00, Thus, alteruately steaming 

and warping, we proceeded along shore against the wind and the 

current; though somedmes compelled by tbe ice to baul in SO 

close, iliat we were within a pistol-sb~t of the beach, with only a 

few inches water to spare beyond our draught of seven feet six 

incheo', 

-
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During all this period of extraordinary and laborious exertion, 

lasting from six in tlle morning till two in the afternoon. the 

utmost anxiety prevailed among the men throughout the space of 

five miles, and especially as we expected to tum the .ncces<ive 

point. which one after the other obstructed 6ur view along tbe 

s:hore . . Every one tbat could be spared from the work below wa.< 

at the mast-head as !;oon as he could get there; and endless were 

the conjectures respecting the wreck of the. Fury for wbicb we 

were searching. At tbree, Commander Ross, wbo had tllen been 

her lieutenant, recognised a bigh projecting precipice, as being ooe 

which was about three miles to the northward of her place; and a~ 

we advanced, we saw at four, the tents themselves. One only 

seemed entire, and the rest, being common camp tents, displayed 

only tlleir poles and ropes, with a few tattered remains dangling 

from their tops. 

Commander Ross was then detached with a boot to seek fo.- a 

safe anchorage. and soon retnrned ,vitb the welcome intelligence of 

an excel.lent harboor formed hy a large iceberg and two small 

ones, situated about a quarter of a mile to the southward of the 

mound where the stores had been deposited. We therefore laboured 

with new spirit and energy, in spite of a new difficulty which 

obliged liS to keep outside of the ice tbat was aground 011 Fury 

point. The water was so .hallow within it as to be qllite illsufficient 

for OS; the stones appearing above it witllill }l8lf the hreadth of the 

ship, so a.. to sbow tbat there was a wall of rock here, by tbe side 

of whicb we were obliged to creep witbin a few yards, lest we 

should be swept away by the cllrrent, wbicb, but a few fathonl< 
p 
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further ont, ran very strong against liS. Here we were also much 

perplexed by the floating pieces of ice which it was impossible to 

avoid . But this also served at last to show us the peculiar 

advantage of the coustruction devised for our paddles. By turning 

off the ice they escaped all damage; and, at half after eight, Ille 

ship was moored in the ice harbour, which had sixteen feet at lo~v 

water. 



TO THE ARCTIC REGlOl~S. 107 

CHAPTER VIII. 

• 

EXAMINATION OF THE .'URY'S STORES-E~t8ARKATION OF THOSE 

WHICH WE INTENDED TO TAKE-DEPARTURE AND PllOGRESS 

DOWN THIS SHORE-SEVERAL NEW DISCOVERIES 

NAMEo--onSTRUCTED BY TilE I CE, AND MOORED. 

MADE AND 

THE Victory being now securely moored io a good Ice harbour, 

within a quarter of a mile of the place where the Fury's stores were 

landed, we were anxious to examine the spot; and having ordered 

the men a good meal, with Ule rest to which they were so well 

entitled, I landed at nine with Commander Ross, illr. Thorn, and 

the surgeon. We found the coast almost lined with coal; and it 

was with no common interest that we proceeded to the o;rt1y t lit 

which remained entire. This had been the mess tent of the I'ury's 

officers; but it was too evident that the bears had been paying 

frequent visits. There had been a pocket near the door where 

Commander Ross had left his memorandum book and specimens of 

birds; but it was torn down, without le:lving a fragment ofwbat it 

contained. The sides of the tent were also in many places torn 

out of the ~;round, but it wa- in other respects entire. 
p2 
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Whete the preserved meats and vegetables had been depo

sited, we found every tI.ing entire. The canislers had bee.) 

piled up in two beaps; buL though quite- ex'pOsed -to all tlte 

cbances of the climate, for four years, they had not suffered 

iu the slightest degree. There bad been no water to rust 

tltem, and tbe security of tbe joinings had prevented the bears 

from smelling their contents. Had they known what wasL 

within, not much of this provision would h8.N'e cOme to our 

share, and they would have bad more reason than we to be 

thankful for 1\1r. Dookin's patent. On exalllining the con

tents, they were not found f.'Ozen, nor did the taste of the !;e

veral artioles appear to have been in tll'e least degree altered. 

This was indeed no 'Small s..'1.tisfaction; as it was not our 1uxury 

bot our very existence and the prospect of succe s, which were 

implicated in this most gratifYing discovery. The wine, spi

rits, sugar, bread, flour, and cocoa, were in equally good Mn

dition, with exception of '" part of the latter wliich had been 

lodged in provi<ioll caW;. The lime juice and the pickle!; 1,ad not 

suffered mucb; and even the sail_, whil:;h bad been \vel1 made up, 

were not only dry, but seemed as if tbey had never been wetted. 

Itwas remarkable, however, that while the spUD yarn was bleached 

wli:ite, all appearance und smell of tar bad vanished from it. 

,We' proceeded now to the beach wbere tlte Fury hadoem abnn

doned\ bot. 'not a trace of her hull was to be seen. There were 

many· opinions ; but nil were equally at liberty to conjecture what 

had beOOme of the Wreck. Having often seen, Do",ever,' ;"bat tbe 

moving masses of ice could 110 on this ~, it ",Ii, n t difficult to 
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guess in general wba~ we cpuld not explain in delail , Sbe bad 

been carried lJodjly oft; 0)' had been ground W atQlllS and floated 

away to add to tile drift timber of these,seas. At any rate, sbe 

was not to be fOUlld; we bad seell no apllearance f her <luring- the 

ten miles tbat we bad coasted within pistol-shot of the sl)ore to the 

so.uthward of this place, and we now e.xamined .t for fwo miles to< 

the northward wjth no better success. 

We therefore returned on boord, and made preparatiollS> for 

embarking a sufficiency of stores and prov"io)~ to coJnplete our 

equipment for two years and three montlJjl; being' wbat we ex

pected to walll on the one hand, and to obtain on tile '!tlJer. I 

need not say tbat it was an occurrence not less I)ovel tban oll!er""t

ing, to find io this a~doned region of solitude and ice, ·allli rocks, I 

a ready market wbere we could supply all our wants, and, t'OlLetted 

in one spot, all the materials for which we should bave search",) 

the warebouses of Wapping or Rotherhithe : all ready to be 

sbinped when we chose, and all free of cost; sin~jt- was the cer- . 

taintyof tbis supply, and a weU-grounded one it p~o.ved, that had 

formed tile foundation of the present expedition. 

A list of our waots was accordingly made out by Mr. :rhon\,- wbo 

remained on baar<;l to receive tbe stores, toge.th~r with t4e leou\ing 
mate and a rew hauds. On sllore, the rest of the ~rew were ready 

with the boots to receivi and transport whlltever .)VOS to be takeD'; 

and the steward together with the surgeon were emplqytJd,iu select
ing whatever ap~ to he of tile best quality. Yet. all tbat we 

collid [Kl6Sibly stowaway seemed ~cely to diminish tb piJtl$ of 
cap.i,sters, 'If whicb we erabarked whatever we could, togetller WWI 
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such flour, cocoa, and sugar, as we wanted; aU that we took being 

in excellent condition. 

August 14. We continued our embarkations this day, including ten tons 

of coals; and, after allowing tbe men some rest, we contrived to 

get these, together wH/J all the provisions and a part of tbe stores, 

on board befm'e dinner time. We had found the spare mizen top

most of the Fury; and this WiIS selected by ,the carpenter for a 

new boom, in place Df the oue that we had lost. We also got some 

anchors and hawsers, together with some boatswain's aod carpenter's 
stores to make lip our deficiencies. Some of the best of the sajls were 

taken to make housings; baving found that belon/,';ng to the Fury 

damaged from having ~n ill made up, and from having lain jn a 

situatiou which prevented the melted snow from Tunning off. A 

skreen lined with fearnought was also found in tolerable condition; 

but the bears had overset the harness cask, and devoured lIearly 

the whole of the contents. 1Ve found that some of the candle 

boxes Lad been entered. eitber by ermines or mice; olle of them 

being entirely emptied, and the others partially. Though blenched, 

and especially 011 the upper side, as I already remarked of tlle spun 

yarn; none of the ropes were rotten, the cables seemetl perfect; 

and tlJellce we concluded that the canvas of the tents had merely 

been blown away by the wind, after the bears bad loosened the 

cloths at tlle foot, in attempting an entrance. 

The clanin cable and tlle carronades were more or I ... covered by 

tl .. ..nail stones on tbe beecb, and except being slightly rusted, 
were just as they bad been left. The powder magazine, detached 

from the rest of the store, was unroofed, and the waterproof cloth 
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of it in tatters; bllt the patent cases had kept tbe gnnpowder itself 

perfectly dry. We selected from it wbat we thonght we sbould 

require; and then, in compliance with Sir Edward Parry's request 

and our own sense of what was right, caused the remainder to be 

destroyed, lest it shonld prove a sonrce of injury to any Esqniman.,< 

who might hereafter chance to visit tbis spot. An,L with this we 

ended onr new outfit: storing ourselves, somewhat like Robinson 

Crusoe, with whatever could be of use to us in the wreck; yet if 

thus far greedy, having in view but the execution of our plan, and 

precluded by our limited means of stowage frOlD encumbering our

selves with superfluities. 

In the evening we obtained sights for the chronometers, and 

found that they gave a difference of 40' in Longitude .from that 

which had been laid down in the chart. And as tbis was the first 

place of verification which we had obtained since leaving England, 

we carried on both sets of longitudes in onr proceediJlgs, till i t 

should be nscertainetl by a series of observations which was nearest 

the truth. 

The tides were fOWld to be very irregular; but not so much at 

the time of low or high water as during the rise and fid]. On the 

first jlight, the tide rose seven feet, the t100d being all the while . . 
from the northward; but the followi1lg two were three feet less, 

though, in consequence of the approaching fnll moon, tlley ought 

to have increased. In the offing, both during the flood and the 

ehb, the stream took the direction of the wind. Several wb"I .. 

were seen this day, and shoals of the white whale were obsen'etl 

rUlming up and down the coast. 
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It had been ncurly calm for two days ; but at eigllt ill the after

Jloon a fresh breeze S»rllng up from the northward, and the ice har

bour tha t we loy in began to brenk up. A dogkellnel for which W t 

had no use, was Janded above high witter-mark, and two bottles 

were left in it, containing an account of our proceedings up to that 

date. The bouts were then Loisted up and secured, as was the 

Knlsenstern in the usual manner; and casting off the ship from the 

ice we made sail fQr Cape Garry. It is true thnt the opening 

which we had seen leading to tbe westward held out the appeara nce 

of a pU$3ge, but it was less clear of ice, and had a mud l more 

.aUg-1I5t Hi, feeble current tJlan tJlat to the southward. I t was this also wllich 

seemed 1ikely to lead llS soonest to the American continent; while, 

ill addition to all these reasons, we had the tempt.~tion of a fair 

wind in this direction. 

At midnig lit the weather became thick, and soon after it rained 

in torrents, wben we lost sight of land. As I formerly remarked, 

our compasses had ceased to t raverse whenever the ship had allY 

motion; and, as we had no means therefore of flSCertaining the true 

course, we steered by the wind, the di rection of which we had 

obsen 'ed before it becnme thick, and by the bearing of a sire-am of 

ioe which we had noted : under which guidan~eJ and using the 

pieces of ice as marks, we contrived to make Cape Garry very well . 

It was about four miles from us at eight o'clock in the monling; 

and, at nine, we sounded at about a quarter of a mile, in twelve 

£athOlns water. 

The land here was comparatively low, but apparently of the _e 

limestone; and, as this was the furtbe.t extremity of the coast which 



TO THE ARCTIC nEGrO 8. ]]3 

had yet been dio;covered, our voyage now began to acquire it. 

peculiar interest, since as yet we had seen nothing that was not mol"f' 
or less known. It had also been conj ectured that there was an 

open sea between this point and the American continent : but tbis 

we soon found to be erroneous; since, after tunling a Ji ttJe to thp 

westward, the 1and, as far as we could judge, extended in a south

south-west direction, and appeared to be continuous. 

At a quarter of a mile from the beach we foand bottom from ten 

to twelve fathoms, and continned to run in this depth, and at the 

same distance from the shore, at tIle rate of three miles and a half 

in the hour, passing t.hrough many pieces of heavy ice, Wllich, 

while they kept the sea smooth, asSured us that the water continued 

sufficiently deep -for our ship. The greatest danger therefore 

which we had to apprehend, was that of being sud'lenly embayed ; 
and we therefore kept ourselves in readiness to haul olf or to 

anchor as might prove to be necessary. Though the risk too was 

co",uderable, we could not alford to lose the fair wind while the 

sea was sufficiently open. 

At ten we came to a fine bay; and, sailing round it, found it to 

be about a mile 'in length and in bread til ; and as, by a singular 

coincidence, this proved to be the birthday of 01lr worthy builder, 

lUr. Fearoall , J conferre<l his name on it, and t i10se of two members 

of a family to wbose kindnesses when fittin out we were much 

indebted, on tbe capes by which it was formed . Near ti,e bottom 

of this bay, that, which at a distance appeared to be s(md, proved 

to be limestone; and fragments of the sanle rock were also brought 

up by sounding. The land was here quite clear of snow and ice. 

Q 
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At..eleven we passed the soothern point, and, a little before noon, 

came to the entrance of a river discbarging itself by a multitOlI. 

of channels; exhibiting a deposit of alluvium wbich is far from 

COlDlllon on these 1I0rthenl .shores, and appeadng to flow through 

" considerable space inland. It was 1lamed Lang river, after my 

friend of Woolwich yard who had so mucb exerted himself for our 

former expedition: after passing this, the land trended " point 

more to the westward. At two we passed another similar, but 

much smaller stream; and, two milffl\ further, a remarkablp peaked 

hill which I named Monnt Oliver. The other names of this part 

will be found in the cbart. 

A point appeared shortly, jutting out here to the eastward, 

about which were colJected a number of icebergs aground , indi

cating tue presence of a shoal, extelldi)lg abont a mile off; and 

a narrow inlet opened to the ·northward of it, which 'appeared 

to be full of ice, and was probably shallow tbroughout, con

sidering that there were but ten fatboms water on file ou~ide. 

This opinion was confirmed by findiug that tJ.ere wa.. here no 

appearance of any CllITellt, either -iuto or out of it, OlOugh there 

was a very strong one rUDoing outside. I named this inlet 

Hazard inlet. 

Round tbis point we found a very smaTI island, to which I gave 

the name of Ditchburn, and tbe Intld within it Boothia, at thedis

tance of a mile, appearing to be continuous in the general direction 

already vi.ible. It now fell nearly calm; but, while the ice 

became thicker and l,eavier towards fou., in tbe nfiemoon, the 109 
cleared away, aod ther.e broke on our view a range <Ii mountain 
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rising beyond the land that we had been coasting, which we now 

saw c~early to be a low and tlat tract, continuous ea.tward with 

this elevated region, ond consisting, not of an nninterrupted plain, 

but of a series of low grounds and iSlets, among wbich we could 

but iJl discern what was a real ;slmld and what was connected by 

an isthmu, with the shole. 

Many whales of a light colour C8Dle close to us; appearing to 

be quite indifferent to fl, e presence of the ship'; and if tl,is proved 

that tlley had uo experience of the fish ery, ·so was it evident tl,at 

here the wl",lers might find an easy prey, if it conld be expedient 

for them to uutke the trial, and such trial. should be as successful 

as ours. The mainland now appeared quite blue as the sky con

tinued to brighten, being as clear of snow as the lower grounds. 

Pursuing our course, we observed a low island surrounded by ice

ber~'S, and subsequently a low point,Srom the end of whicb several 

islets and rocks stretci,ea out, appearing to cover a large bay 

formed in tbe high blue land and full of close-packed ice. A low 

tmct was also vjsible to the souU,ward of this ; beyond which the 

mountain range extended, as faT as the eye could reach, iu a south

south-east direction as rar as we could judge. 

We (.'Ould not llere, however, approach nearer, on account of {t 

tract of closely-packed io", whicb formed a cresoent .. "Xten<iing from 

the sbore round to tb·e east and nortb-east. This IVM the 6'1<t time 

tbllt our p"'gre. s bad been entirely obstrllcted; aud it was only 

now we found fllat we "ere still too early i" tbe season to explore. 

this passlIge; a ,Iisco".ry tbat ~Jed os for all our delays, in 

spite of which we were IlOW convine<><1 th.at we badmade a greater 
• Q 2 
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progre tban we could ollgiuully I,ave expected in a single season, 

as we houJd also bave gained nothing by being earlieT. 

At eight ill' the evening the wind C8me fresb fTom the nOTth-west, 

which gave us an opPQrtunity of examining more minutely the 

possibility of penetniling furtheT; but no opening was to be found , 

neitller was there any clear water visible over the ice, io any direc

tion south of Ille east 01' west. We ",ere therefore obliged to hanl 

off and beat the wbole nig ht among the drift ice, which was 

streaming frolll the north-west, out of the different bays and creeks. 

Our estimated distance was about thirty miles south of Cape 

Garry. 
Au:ulI 16. The Mnd continued about north-west, and we kept on beating to 

gain the weatheT sbore, near the last point we bad passed, wbich 

now bore north-west by west. At two in the morning we got )leaT 

to the land, and mad.e fast to an iceberg about musket-shot from 

the beach, in three and a half fatboms water, being at the com

mon entrance of two beautiful little harbours. By the time we 

were secured and the sails furled , it was too late for the usual 

c.hw·ch setvice; and as the men had undergone great fatigue, they 

were a'~wed the hours for rest. I went on shoTe with all the 

officeTs, to take formal possession of the ne",-di,covered land ; and 

at one o'clock, being a few minute'3 after se\'en in London, the 

colours were di.played " 'ith the usnal ceremony, and the health 

of Ille King drunk, together with that of tbe founder of our 

exped ition, afieT whom the land was named. 

On exploTing this spot it w,,",,"ound to be ti,e southern exuemity 
• 

of the Jow land that we had traced, and that it joined the hill tract 
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by an isthmus. Though formed of limestone, it was covered by 

scattered blocks of granite, indicating tbe probablc nature of tho 

mountainous country beyond. On the east side the rock was quite 

bare, bnt the west displayed some vegetation, with plants in flower, 

that were collected for the /wI'lus SWCWI. AD old E-,<Jl1imaux grave 

proved that it bad been visited by some of this wandering tribe; 

and we Jound the bones of foxes, and teeth of the musk ox. A 

bird resemhling a sand lark was the only HviHg animal we saw. 
o 

From tl,e high.,.,t part of tb •• laud, wbich ~as upwards of a 

IlI1ndred feet above the level of the sea, we obtained a good view of 

tI,e hily and the adjoining shores, alld had the satisfaction tu lind 

that the ice was in motion and fast clearing away. We therefore 

resol ved to wait patiently till we could see an opening; and pro

ceeded to the oOl·them quarter of tI,is spot to make some observa

tions on the dip of the magnetic neeeLle. Here we fO\Uld two 

Esquimaux hut~, but empty, together with n fox-trap, containing 

some of the bones of this animal; we went afterwards on board 

to sunrey the northernmost h arbour, which was found to have 

sutlicient water for us, and to be sheltered from both wind oo:ul 

current. The tide rose fonr feet in the day, and five and a llalf in 

the night; high water being at twelve o'clock on tlle second day 

after tbe full mOOIl. Thollgll the wind was \lnaltered, Ule c1oUlL< 

continued to cover the sun so as to prevent any observation. The 

sea abounded in small marine animal~, of which some \"f!fe adJed 

to OUf collection. To this place I gave the name7 Drown iland, 

after the amiable sister of lIlr. Booth; the inlet was named Brent

furd boy, and the islands Grimhle islands. 
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August 17. The sun <lppearing for the first time this morning, sights were 

obtniued for the chronometers and the variation. rrhe observations 

here made on the dip of the magnetic needle, gave '89", being the 

!,'Teate.<t that had yet been observed, and an increase of one 

degree since we left tbe Fury's beach. As the variation also was 

westerly, we expected that we should find , or pass over the mag

netic pole, which. under such a dip, could not be far di tanto 

Before noon we md a perfect view of the land, the point which 

we had next to pa.s being due south of our present anchorage ; 
• 

and it was a promisjng sight to observe that the ice still conti

nued to separate and di&'lOlve, so as to justify our attempting to 

work through it. The latitude observed at noon gave 71" 69', and 

the longitude by chronometer, corrected to Ft.ry l,oint, 93" 32' : 

making the place where the lIag was hoisted, exactly 73" N, and 

93" 40' W. We had here left a -bottle containing an account of 

our proceedinb"S, and had weJl secured it by means of a cuiI'll of 

stones, on which was placed a post. 

The ti,le Imving risen during the night, and lloated the iceberg 

to which we were fasl, we were obliged to cast oir and let go our 

anchor in teo fathoms, about. two cables'length nearer the point of 

the island tlmn before. The &team was then got ready; and, there 

being a light air of wind, we took advantage of this and of the 

tide, weighed, and stood out for tbe opening that seemed to lead to 

the Sf)utllern point" which wos ten or twelve leagues distant. It 

soon, however, fell caJm, and tIle engine acting very oadly, we 

made little progt;ess. 

At six we were to the eastward of a large rock wl.ich seemed to 
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be part of a reef extending between the points of the 'nlet. in view 

to the westwar<l, and which was fun of ice. Nea r t11is rock thert' 

were many whales, apparently feeding and enjoying themselves in 

perfect security, and one large one came very near the ship. 

\Vllenever also the padilles were in motion, the seals were roused 

"I', and seemed to be very abundant. 

At eight o'clock a breeze sprung up from the northward, ena

bling us to approach the land, which was tolerably clear of it" till 
midniglit; but t1,e engine working to little purpose it was stopped, 

and the paddle IlOisted up. Unfortunately, the weather becmne 

thick at ten, so that we could only shape our course by the \Viml : 

a hazardous guide, as it might shift, withont our being able to pt r

ceive it, for want of marks or compass, and HillS Ie-ad u.s idto peril. 

Still it was a risk worth venturing; since it was by working to die 

southward, that we might get hold of the land which we presumed 

to be the American continent. , 

' ·Ve continued to run at the rate of three anu a llalf miles in the AlJ ;; U ~ 1 JIi. 

hour, among pieces of heavy ice, against some of which we could 

not avoid striking; receiving Illany hard blows, but no dHlllage. 

At four, howe,'er, it became so thick , and the ice so dose, that we 

could penetrate no furtber, and therefore made fast to a Boe whicl. 

we supposed to be near the point in question, since we hUll" I'lln 

about twenty miles. The depth 'of water was at first twenty-two 

fathoms; but we soon increased it to thirty-three by d,·ifting. 
, 

There were sufficient indications that the lvlnd llad continued true 

north, and tberefor~ tlmt we had steered south and a little easterly. 

About ten tbe weather cleared, so as to enable us to see our way 
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l\lIg'USt 17. The Slln appearing for tbe tirst time this morning, Si~Jlf$.were 

obtained for the chronometers and the variation. The observatioIls 
, , ' "" , '., ,,' ", 

here made on the dip of the magnetic l1eedle~ gave,'S9Q

, beil)g the 

greatest that had yet been observed, and., an increase of one 

degree since we left the Fury's be~ch. As the variation also was 

westerly, we expected that we should find, or pass over the mag

netie pole, which, under such a dip, could not be far distant. 

Before noon we bad a perfect view of the land, the point which 

we had next to pa~s being due south of our present .anchorage ; 
. , .. ;" , . 

and it was a promising sight to observe that the ice still conti-

nued to separate and dissolve, 80 as to justity our attempting to 

\\'ork through it. The latitude observed at noon gave 71" f>!)', and 

the longitude by chronometer, corrected to Vury point, 93" ;32' ; 

making the place where the flag was hoisted, exactly 73" N, aud 

93' 40' W. We bad bere 1eft a ·bottle containing an account of 

Ollr proceedings, and had well secured it by means of a cairn of 

stones, on wbic~, was placed a post. 

The title having ris~ 4u,ring the n~gbt, ~,al)d floated t.he iceberg' 

to which we were fas~"w~ were ~bliged ,to caf;t ofl" a~d let go our 
, " ' ' , • • I \ ~~.. I' , " • 

anchor in ten fathoms, abput two cables' length nearer the point of 
• l- ',' 'I I ~, I ' ' ;' ~, ~ '.' ", < , -, '. ~ , 

~e~landpt~an Qef?r~., ,~t; ~te,a~, was, then got ready; and, there 
,.' "',' :,'" .. '''_ ',;" -, • ,r 

beiJ.1g a, light }lir of wjp4, we, tq()kadya~,tage of this and of the 
. .. ' r., 'f ~: ' . J } ,~,,i. ";' , \ .• ' ' , ,. ' . , '. .' I \ ' \ , 

t~~;~f ,~~~~~~4' ;~~4i~~~~ ?,~~ f?r. the. ~~n~~~~; that ~emed to le~ to 

t~~i~~~l~fI~ p,{)i~'h~~~f~~b .\V~, te~.,p~':;~f!ly,:e. leagues.,~istant. " ~~; 
~'~r~~~~0~f,f ~!~l~~,,,,.~ll~,}Pf1~,~H-s!t;Jc~\,actingy:~ry .. ~'l;i "'~~ 
m~~t'~. :!t. o.,I.1:"D ..... rp~,· 1~~' • ~ '-,r,l!";I/I.:j, '1"\ f:L .. t, ,~ .~",.~r,.." ... , 

Ai si?! we~~re ~ l~~!(~as~~g'o~,~,l~:~ge" ,~.~Il!!fi\t~~.iit9, 
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&paft~rar~er eX'tending between the points of the inlet in view 

to the ·we§tWard, and which was full of ice. Near this 'rock then' 

were mai.y whales,ap~arently feeding and enjoying themselves 11\ 

perfect security, and one large one ~ame very near th~ ship. 

'Vbeneveralso the paddles were in motion, the seals were roused 

up, and seemed to be very abundant. 

At eight o'dock a breeze sprung up from the northward, ena

bling us to:approach the land, which was tolerably clear of iee till 

midnight; . hut the engine working to little purpose it was stopped, 

anti the paddle hoisted up. Unfortunately, the weather becanw 

thick at ten, so that we couhl only shape our course by the wind: 

a hazardous guide, as it might shift, without our being ahle to [1(-'1'

ceive it, for want of marks or compass, and thus )eadl~s into periJ. 

Still it was a risk worth venturing; ~ince it was by working' to tIle 

~outhward, that we might get hold of the land which we presUlJ!t'cl 

to be the American continent. 

'Ve continued to run at the rate of three and a lJalf miles in die All~tl't J1'. 

hour, among pieces of heavy ice, against some of which we (~Ollld 

not avoid striking; receiving many hard blows, hut no damagt'. 

At four, however, it became so thick, antI the ice so dose, that we 

could penetrate no further, and therefore made fast to a floe which 

we 'supposed to be near the point in question, sinee we bad rHlI 

about twenty miles. 'flle depth 'of water wa~ at first twenty-two 

fathoms; but we soon increased it to tbirty-three by drifting-. 

There': ~'ere; sufficient indications that the wind had continued true 

n~,),andthereror~ that we had steered south and a little easterly, 

.:.(~f~"ten the we~fhe ... ~leared,Ro as to enable us to see onr way 
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to tbe westward; and we cast off from the floe to' which we had 

made filst when we had first stopped, since it still continued drift

ing to the 110rth-east. 

We then stood to. the westward through ice whiclI wa.~ often so 

thick as entirely to stop our progress; and, after much labour by 

warping, got within sight of the land, which was low and encum

bered by a continuation of the }'eef of rocks which we bad pre

viously seen. As it was, however, possible tlmt there might be a 

deep channel near the land, I determined to cross this reef: which 

we accordingly attempted in a depth of four fathoms, at first, which 

gradually shoaled into two, thus leaving us little more water than 

we could venture to stay in. Here we made fast to a floe, and sent 

the boat forward to sound; thus discovering that there was no 

passage near the land, and being compelled to return by the way 

that we had attempted. 

We were favoured in this hy the wind shifting a little more 

to the westward, and were enabled to reach the deep water by 

six o'clock. We could not, however, discover how far we bad 

proceeded since yesterday, since ,ve had no observations at noon. 

Holding on, nevertheless, we forced oUr way through the lanes of 

water and the loose ice before us; receiving many other severe 

rubs, but no damage either to the ship' or the boat, and, before 

midnight, succeeded in getting into some clear water that seemed to 

lead along the landtBthe southward. Here the., temperature 01 

the sea was 3'-Y, the wind' belug due north. 
August 19. We continued to stand to the' southward ··With(,)l1t i'iriteriupti~, 

tin .' four' o·clockon "this morning, iwhert';iririattelnpHng ito piss 
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betwe~n t,wo largepiflccs of ice, tItey suddenly dosed, so as to gjve 

11S3. c()nsi~erEible squeeze, but without auy ilJjury; while Wt! 

ultimately forced our way between them. Soon after this it was 

e.videntthatthe clear water was nearly at an end; and as the wind 

bad fresh.ened. we had no choice hut to make fast for protection, to 

the largest piece we could find. This was done at five o'clock; 

and the weather becoming clear a little before eight, we found that 

the b,nd bore from north-north-west to SOUtll hy east, and the 

nearest point) which was about three miles off: west by north. 

Tbere were now forty-five fathom~ water; but we were closely 

heset by the ice, which, as~ it was drifting down 011 the piece 

to whieh we were fastened, carried this on the next to leeward. 

rrbe Krusenstem wa.!:; now ('ast ofr and placed in a natural dock 

near us; and towards noon we fouud that we Lad drifted several 

miles along the land to the southward. 

We had .bere thirty fathoms; and the shore nearest us was a fiat, 

smooth Jand, with a low cape, which I named Charlotte. Behind 

this was a range of hills, of no very great apparent height, 

but blue, and clear of snow, while extending further sonth 

than the lower land. The ic.e, too, seemed to be all drifting 

i~ .th~t direction. S?me sights obtained for tbe chronometer 

~\'e:tbe longitude 94° 4AJ'; but ,,:,e were obliged to estimate the 

lati~lldeat 7r 20'," as we could obtain no meridian altitude of 

.~i,i'~. 
~fofe PQQli .tbe ict'!, ·wbich was tbe beaviest we bad yet seen, 

(.:ie~ qn,~'W.itb.g,re~t ,pf,e~~, .and the f.\l4der was barely, 

Y.~i:"~~ly, ,un.~~,jJ;ltiIllC~,saV~, it., We continued t~ 
R 



.d,rift to,the soutlnva~dJ pr~tty ... s~QQ~h:" to~er,.w1tl:tl:~~ i~,. 
-.pl eight; when it slackened a li~le, s~. as. togiv.e u,s,tqe m~$ 

~f entirely extri(4lti'lg the rudder~ whic.b was. tl~llo~sted~P ~ 
laid across the stern. Not long after, some fresh masses of iqe 

lifted the Krusenstern nearly out of the water, and turned our own 

head to the shore; but after this we lay quiet aU nigbt, in deptbs 

varying from fifty-five to tbirty~two fathoms; while,by the marks 

.on the l~d,. we comd .see that We were drifting. southward wid. 
~e whole. body of i~. At uridnigbt the temperature. of tbe air 

,Was 36", and that of the. water aoc 
; the nearest land being about 

Jour, Iniles c,>fI: 
. I ' . 

August 20. The weather was more clear this morning than it had been sint-'e 

Sunday, and we had a good view of this newly-discovereA land, 

whicb extended from north 2{}Q west to sou1;h 20" east. \\T eluul 

Qeeu drifted so dose to the low point nearest us, that carrying the 

charac~n; of,the preceding. in our eye, .we could see tbat this 0011-

sisted,of.,the same Jimestone." It ·was Q$mooth tract, at) . .far.asit 

w~Visible, which w:as ~,"~r;ap. ·e~t~llt Qf ttfnmil.e"~ .wit"i¥>·ut either 
~pre"iQns"or rising ... gro~lld$. ..l'bat J ~llilld{ii~oftWed, ~ ... it had 
<lone OOtQre,. it ' ooulpletewntnlst ,of. Qlt~cte,:; '. hav.ing the ,rug ... 
. ~ss and: irre~~ty ·,.~f surfa.dewhiclr .marks. the granite or 

.a~Jqgoq:s ,:fook~" ,fUldtpe,' $tmospheri<!,eol()uJing m~i~g. ~t ~ 

'4:f~_~ Slue ... 
Jrf"~ :,~;p~-"-en; laadh()ll(twedi intq: ·litt)~~.i\ .. Q4I~.irMfi 

b,,~;an4,'i~~'~~;' .qn~;_.··.~iappe.,.~. ~ti .• r"t 

j"i'~1 ~~·4\tfj;f"(J\I;""'~, ~~;~.@ti.:~~y~ 
,peiJlt~_f;'" _tw ..... ·f;~~~'»:··;)JV~'··.·icoa(jP~ ~*~~:,..i1_ 
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the gene~al elevation and tendency'of the Jimestone, l1at as it 

itriglit 'have appeared to us when seen in a different direction. 

The 'lhtitudeobserVed here at noon wa~ 78" 59'. arid the loncitude 

93"2'. 
Tbe'ice still continued dosely packed and drifting, with l'everal 

lanes of water among it. Many wl1ales were seen, together with 

~eseals ; but we could not contrive to take any of the latter. 

The soundin~rs exhibited fragments of granite-and limestone; and 

tbe temperature of the air and water were, respectively, 39" and 32°, 

We aired the small sails and the people's clothes; and several 

matters were done in the ship in the carpenter's department, and in 

that of the engineer; especially in clearing the pipes of the coke 

dust by which they were choked. 

Thewilld was variable during the (lay; and,by the marks on the 

lIIhore, we could see that we drifted, sometimes to the northward 

and at others to the southward, as the ice ,moved; invariably deep

ening the water in the latter direction, and finding it vary from 

42 to 69 fatboms, with a calcareous muddy bottom and stdR.es. 

1"be motion and state of the ice formed an allxi6u~ suhject, to those 

especially to whom this region was new: we, who were expe

rienced,' were easilr consoled for such detention as this, by recol

·tdDg'how; tiroohfuFther we had already penetrated than funner 

expeditions, though under the many disadvantages by which we 

;'baa beeDattel)ded.There wa.~ not, indeed, any immediate prospect . 
t$i~~~' ad ;eov~fJ ft' ; .... ho ·bad acqnired ex:periencefront other 

~m'tbe"\~8~ Wiete '8&mewhat'ditllCCmeerted bynnding 
. d\ft"U''f8tmati6n (:,iO'·;H~~··ice<"Jwas'oommenein~· 't)D the bo1eS~t\ear 

R2 
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the ship's side; tht" thermometer, for tbe first time, falling alii 

low as 29° in the water, while the ail' was only 30°. Still We 

thought that the dear watel" near the land was increasing in 

flimensions, and the great packs of ice be('oming slacker. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

ATTEMPT~ TO "'ORK ALONG SHORE-DISCOVERY OF PORT LOGAN-·· 

LASD TIJt<:rU;-TRACES OF ESQUlMAUX-LABOUItING AMONG THE 

ICE-lHSCOVEIlY OF EI,IZABETII HARBOUR. 

ON this day there was a great and sudden cbange of tllat threat- Allgusl'21. 

euing temperature. It was again, to the feelings, like a summer 

day in I~ngland, and the thennomt'ter rose to 38°, as that of tiJe 

sea did to ar; this change baying commenced at four o'dock in 

the morning. Much of the new iee dissolved tJlerefore, more 

sea appeared open, and we had an excellent view of the land; the 

atmosphet'e being as clear as the air 'was calm. 

The shore still displayed the same flat features, forming a crescent 

of about sixteen miles ill extent, and to the north of the point 

which the ship faced. At that place a small island was discernible, 

aad the shore still seemed skirted by sman rocky islands, which 

appeared to form many harbours and creeks. We were not more 

than four miles from tbe beach; but could not by the telescope 

discover -any living creature except two large whales. A t noon 

~:Qbservations sbowed tbat we were a mile and a half further 86uth 
, , ' ~, " , ' " 

~,;_:tbe day IVeceding, but we had no sightc; for the longitude. 
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'-The ship continued beset, and went on dHftlng",itbtHe'i6e, ill 
all directions, as the wind cbanced to vary; while the d~pttfo6f ffie 
~iter increased to 87 fathoms. The men w~re employed, in't~eir 
se~eraI departments, about tbe rigging and the enf.,rine, and in 

fitting a collar and bib fora new boW-split. ' Towards: the everiing 

the slacking of the ice wa..~ more perceptible, arid a lane of 'clear 

water to'the south-east was discernible' by tluitetrestrial refrae

tion. The Krusenstt;rn, wbich bad continued raised on tIle k-e, 

dropped 'into the water, and tbere was a considerable pool round 

the sllip. 

Jl1l~QSt 22. This day,' beiilgal1IlOst calm,the ice remained in the same state. 

The' ship wa..l;)w~,rped round to the~northsideof the fJoe~ w'here 
there was'a Illrgetextellt of water; and it was ina 'better situation 

in 'c~e the ice should open. 'In tllemdming we were visited by a 

large whale, and after brellkfa.qhy ,{1bear, which was wounded by 
a sbo't, but escaped' on ~6me of the loose ice, arid then plunged 

into the wa.ter.' Many seals were shot during'the day, but they all 

sarill~ 'th~~we' ohtmiied rit1~e.A 'Second bear~; i1l ~he'evetliIig\ 
w~iltnlllirlf~()u.nd~) bu,te~&pM' in:tli~"same tfutnn~f.; 

Afriodn tbelatitude showed ~s th'at ;'we !bad:~ri' ;d'rlftea tllree.;. 
quarters of a mile to the north; as we found ourselves a mil~'61ttlie 
sti~/by~e"~rlngs'br'.t!ht:! land; "OWing to'tJieCteUtrlessOf'the 
d.fW:~~ 'the tiest 'rie"'c)f the 'coast',; tllatWe ;ti1.&l':'y~1 abtaf~Mj; 
tUJI,~'ii~~"~6um"UtUre'&ttainty"'~elaJ.jm~{'b"el~;\~4.'iH.y 
tt:~V~:.&~~~ttJJ~iju\iit".dftt,~ :,i& ~;.~,.~ 
~~~ ·,.~·teiBperit&i~~~~'iW~:\'..w_dl;.' 
".i:i?",.~~~,.~,~,~!liti~tJW~CiUi1r.~~.'~ 
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r~te~,. byt4e ref~ti()n, so as, tt) exhibit the open wat~r alvng 

~ -~llQr.e ~ith great distjnetness . 

. ,Early thismonling the wind came from the south-east, and AllgURt ~n 

rendered it necessary for us to cast off from the floe which had 

~ our anchorage for so many days; when the ice halting slacked, 

we were able to get half a mile nearer to the land. At nine, how-

eyeF, we were again obliged to make filst to a piece of ice which we 

could ,not Ilass. Being ~unday, divine !i!er.vice Wa..1;l performed. 

After dinner we got two miles nearer the land, by sailing and 

warping; but at six we were again ohliged to bring up at a largf' 

floe, in :fifty. f11thoms water. The temperature of the air varit'cI 

froll) 3!Y to 37°, and that of the water was about 31". It was alto-

gether a beautiful day, with a clear sky and a light breeze. 

We saw here some '. sea unicorns and m~ny seals; and, during 

the evening, foond o\1rselv~s, dxifting to the southward, though 

we had mafle some nortllingin the morning wben under s;.~iJ. 

No clear water was ReeD on this day except to the north-ea"t; hut 

the ice was apparently lighte:r:, and it had notfro7..en during the prt'

eeding night. The ice being too unsteady for tIle artifi~al hOfi~OIl, 

no ~bservati()ns were procured. The weather coutinued fiw"· at 

~~igbt 
\tfTlae ~9rping" being calm, gave us SQme hopes of getting nearer .~!lg'ust 24. 

tq~.~~ JfU1d, ~i~lyas the ice ~edsulficientJy openeU to 

~l:mv'~Wt .~o ,fqr~" th#. ~hip tl;u-ough it." ,The engine was theret<m:' 

~t~'~.and ,~,,~gt\ll,topropet with,tb~p~ddlesa;nd icepolesat 

."t~;:~4~~~~ght~ eJlgi~ ,~~ted "very illJ we SJlf~ 
"~,f1u ~Q.f' ~},8~~!h~dt'~f,·aJ~rge ~g;which J~W ~f,()H1:'d 
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a~~t a mile from the low ,point which bore .. ,~\ltll~w:est,wbell: ~e 

started. About noon, a hreeze had however sprung up frolll.4be. 

eastward, and thus checked· our attempts to .getfurther south at 

thi,\;oj time. 

\IT e were fortunate, ne:verthe]ess, in having secured ourselves to 
this immovable rock of ice; since, as tbe evening Came OIl, tlw 

whole pack which we had quitted began to drift with . great vela. 

(~ity to the northwar~, showing us what our own fate would have 

been had we remained with it. The ice to which We were fast 

wa.., aground iu seven fathoms; alld after this the water J'oseabovt' 

tour teet; the tide begiuuing here to the southward, while that ill 

the offing was running in the contrary direction. The weather 

being cloudy, no observations were made, but at llutlnight 

the air was at ~2° and the water at 3tY. Many seals .were ~en, 

and. the lead brought up limestolle. Our position was in the 

mjddJ~ of a large hight, and we had closed in the islaud to tilt 

southward. 

AUg'lIs! 2.5. We,had fully resolved to try the. steam, but ,the wind freshened 

a~usbefQfe long, to the exact ,degree, thollgh-n~·DlfW~~ tbat 

w<mld nave ireadered it wteless, feeble 8JS was all the pow.er.it c(mld 

exert.. • OIl no occasion was this want of power more prQvokitlg; 

si~ ii"jt,oou14, butilQ.ve forced us ;two ,miles au hour, we s11PuJd; 

ha'\':e .bteB. able~iogajnthe. most distant poiDt,in_,,~iew,_whlcb.<iWu, 

a .... _~-. miles/off., We tried .. Jwbat".e could,do" .. ,bQt".;. 
P~tf.~ 'dIatlV:e'~w~e. :nbliged;,1n ."e,;o\1:rselv~$1 ill .. ~gd .. tj. 
1 .... ~,~an.dia; .• dJett.:: place thaa,tW'1onIM~ .. ~~ ... {;~\~ 

si .. ~W~ .... (*.i_*"';"eg~!,'.,~ 
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eouid see immense masses of ice passing OVf~r the very spot when' 

we had been. 

Although the tide both rose and fen with us this day, the current 

set steadiJy to the northward; in consequence of which there was no 

returning ice to annoy us. All that we wanted was a fair wind, as 

the passage along the land was clear; yet even this want was 

probably in our favour a~ matters were situatf'd; sinee, by carrying 

the ice away from the qnarter to whieh our vicJvs were directed, it 

would probahly give us a st;iJJ dearer sea in no long time. 

Though the wind increased eonsiclerably towards evening, the 

weather became much warmer, and, to (Jur great joy, there came 

on some rain, since we coneluded that it would aid in thawing 

and hn~aking up the iee. At noon the ohserved latitude was 

70U [)4', being rather more than fonr miles sOHth of our last 

ohservation. One seal was killed, and proved excellent. At noon 

the air wa..'l at au and the water at :3t', with no variation~ after

ward ~ and the tide continued to rise about i<mr feet and a half. 

At six o'elock this morning it heeame quite calm, and the ice Allg-II:'! 26. 

heing sutliciently open to the soutlrwarrl, the water smooth, and no 

(~urrent, the engine was put in action, but perft)rme.l so badly that 

wemade no more than one mile in the hour, not being able to 

obtain tnore than seven revolutions in a minute. "",r e pati>sed tht' 

low point near which we were moored, in seven fathoms water, at 

tile distance of two miles from the beaeh, and then ,£..J'fadually 

dropped. into eighteel~, when we opened the entrance of a spacious 

bay,~,"posed to the south-east. At the bottom of this there 

3t~ t() bea stream, and the land tbat we were approaching 



was more rugged and lofty; Qonsisting', in tbat part, of what again 

seemed to be granite, while, below, it appeared to be limestone, af'> 

bet()rf:, w"ith mauy loose fragments. \Vithin a mile of the shore 

tl1t~ water det:'peuetl to fifty fathoms; but even here we found that 

the large icebergs were aground, touching the rocks in many 

places. 

About four o'clock a fog came on, but we were able to keep 

the land in sight by sailing within a (jual'ter of a mile of it. At 

seven Commander Ross was sent to look for a barbour in the 

bay, and he was tortunate iu finding a very good one, which I 

named Port Logan. 

'Ve entered it at eight, the water being shoaler, and the ice

bergs grounded at suoh a distance from the shore a~ to give us an 

excellent pier harbour within them, with tweJve teet at low water, 

and our stern not above fifty lathollts Irom the rocks. 

This was, however, a sale position, notwithstanding that 

proximity and the small depth of water, since the icehergs were 

immovable. lVe landed at nine to take pO&~ssion, and :walk~(1 

three. miles, up a valley of a much more pleasing character than 

the general aspect of the country had led us to expect. It wa. ... 

traversed by a river, through the channel of which a small stream 

was now running, bat wbicb bore tbe mar,ksof being ac&n

siderable torrent during the melting .of the JIlOws.· 'fbisriverw:as 

.. a.med·· the Macdoual . We, saw bere,the 'recent ,marks of deer <and 
o( the,·musk ;Qx,and also. shot a woitc·ltare ... i· . ' '! .. ,,'. ' . i':: 

August 27. This day was a continued calm, and though foggy <ia,.-ae 
JMIlDiog~ sigbts we.re'ohtaiued" for: tbeidltonomet.urs.),ieseedded 
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with Commander Ross to the precipice at which the ship was fi\st, 

which seemed about 200 feet hig}), but our view was ohstrueted hy 

much higher land to the southward and westward. We saw no 

animals ; but the traees of bears, deer, and ptarmi{.,ran were visible 

in many places. This hill wa..l:; of granite, so as to confirm our 

conjectures respecting the higher lands at a greater distance, and 

was intersected by veins of quartz; and, at its fi)ot, with granite 

fragments, there were also masses of whitish limestone, with shell[o. 

imhedded in tlJe slaty strata that aceompanied it. Tlterf' was 

very little vegetation, but the margins of two small lakes on ttlf-' 

summit were surrounded hy lichens and mosses. 

This, and all the adjoining land was entirely dear of snow; 

and tIle water of the lakes stood at 38", while the air was to-day al' 

hiA'h as 42'". Obtaining here a meridian altitude of tile sun, we 

found the latitude to he 70° 48', and the longitude 9:J) 18', givmg 

9'2° 48' wben corrected by that of Fury point. The dip of the 

magnetic needle was 89" 4()' west. After these needttll observations, 

we took possession of this continuation of our discoveries, according 

to the usual forms, select.ing another elevated ~P()t i()r ihis 

purpose. At that part of this coast the land was undulated into 

bills and valleys; most of the latter containing lakes abounding in 

MIlan fish about three inches long, not unlike trout, describerl 

among the other articles in natura) history, hereafter. \Vf~ 

obtained some dozens by means of our net; but it was too large 

intbe'meshes to secure as many ac;; we might otherwise hav{~ 

"ell. 
W~-;henoo proceeded to a bin abou,t 800 1eet high, five mi~s 

s 2 
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further to the southward, from the top of which we had a most 

satisfactory vie\\'. The land appeared to extend in a south-westerly 

direction from the island, and, to the eastward of south, aU wal' 

watt~r for a space of thirty miles; the ice heing su<~h as to give us 

every pro~pect of getting through whenever the wind should 

become fair, since it was vain to reckon on the assistance of tlw 

engine any longer. 'Ve here fell in with a covey of ptarmibran, and 

killed a brace; as we also shot the only other bird we saw, a snow 

bunting. f'rom the tllrthermost point of the bay in which we Jay, 

and at the distance of six miles, there appeared an inlet,or bay, 

about two miles deep! the point which was to the southward of it 

extending considerably to the eastward, wl.ile oft'its northern one 

there was an island which seemed, 011 it.;; north side, to have a ~ood . ~ 

harbour about half a mile in circumference, which I named l\loltk(~ 

bay, giving the name of J~jornstjerlla to the inlet itself. 

The narrow and low island lying to the eastward of this, ap

peared not more than a qllartFr of a mile long and twenty yards 

wide; being scarcely elevated above the water, and seeming to 

offer a passage between it and the shor~. It was named llose'd 

Island. }l"'rom it~ southern extremity the land trends to the south

south-east, presenting a succession of points and harbours whicb 

we had occasion to examine more particularly afterwards. .Behind 

the southernmost point of the island mentioned on the 22d· as 

bearing south 14~ }J, the land 'appeared' to trend more to, th~ 

westward ; and we were now SUTle thattbe mrtbeJtpoint we,MlW 

was the same that bore south aC,us whenlyingat/the·,ftoeiQll 

thaeday~' 
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We returned at nine, after an interesting walk, but which had 

pr{)ved very laborious along the shore, in conse<l'lence of th(~ frag

ment~ of ice and rocks. In the evening it was foggy; and 

towards midnight tJlere wa'i a breeze from the north-north-west. 

The tide rose three feet six inches, it being three days before 

full moon; but it was irregular, and we coult1 not make out its 
velocity. 

At tbe bottom of the hay, I must now add".we had found about 

twenty summer habitations of the }~sqllimanx, situated between 

two streams there flowing into the sea. TIley were of such recent 

erection as to mark no distant time during wh.ich they had been 

oecupied. Near them we fi)Ulul a pair of reindeer's horns and 

some t()X traps, as well as some of the graves of the natives. 

Af.rain the engiueers were clearing the pipes, which were once 

more choked with coke dust; and we had more reason to-day 

than ever to regret the ill performance of this wretched machine, 

since we might easily have m~Hle thirty miles, with Olle of the 

most moderate power. At midnight the weather was thick aud 

fogg-yo 
Our hopes of proceeding 011 this day were disappointed by the .\1I1::11,r '21). 

-wind eorning to the eastward of north; so that, during the night, the 

ioe was set ill upon the laud, ancJ, among it, a large and heavy floe 

which impeded all passage. The tbiek weather whieh accompa-

nied this <.:hange would indeed have been in it .. elf a complete 

impediment, sinoo, for want of the compas.. .. , aU navigation is im

~ssible'\lnder such circumstances. At one time the jee appeared 

robe Hoating against the winJ, which was light, and towards the 
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north; but as the breeze increased, it returned and tloated to the 

southward. 
The sails were however loosed, and warps laid out, in ex

pectation that the weather might so far dear up as to enable 

us to discover some channel: but the fog continued so dense 

the whole day, that at eight we gave up all hopes, and furled 

t.he sails. The wind indeed now freshened so much, that we 

thought ourselves fQrtunate in not having started as we at first 

wished. We found it expedient in consequence to. earry out some 

ropes, in order to secure the ship better to the bergs and the rocks. 

The wind after this veered a little more to the north; and as it 

was to be new moon the following day, we began to fear lest the 

icebergs should 60at and carry us further up the bay, among the 

dangerous rocks and shoals which we had there seen. The "tide 

rose three feet, the high water being exadly at noon and HI(' ebb 

at six: the temperature of the air being :J4c
, and that of the water 

;)2" . Nevertheless the it-'e seemed to be dissolving fast around u,.., 

though some heavy tJoes were drifted into the mouth of the bay ; 

yet giving us no uneasiness, as we wert! well protecte.d by the 

grounded icebergs . 

. As we would not venture on shore to-day, for fear of a change 

in Ollr favour, it was employed in examining and pre~rving the 

specimens in natural history that had been collect.ed the day 

before. A ready method of cleansing ate seal skins was found, 

by:putting them o.verboard, where they were rendered &eeofevery 

particle of :tIeshand blubber by theshFimps, in the cOllrse,.ofa'W'Jrf. 

sb()rt .time. The $earS fies.b,aB beiore, turned out good; witb • .,. 
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:mnch of the Bavour of the loons which Wt:: had shot in Davis's 

strait. )Ve had the good fortune to recover a rifle whieh luul 

fallen overboard last nigllt; the clear water enabling us to see it at 

tbe bottom, in the eleven feet sounding where we lay. 

It was high water this morning at two; being nearly at the 

change of the moon, which took place, at Hreenwieh time, at 

9 A. M. The tide rose exaetly six teet; having ht'en but three tet~t 

six inches the preceding day, as, on the followil'g, at half:'past one, 

it wa." but twenty-two inches. This is a sufficient proof of the irre

g'ularity of the tides in this strait; preventiug all possihility of 

anticipating their extent and nature. 'Vhatever other <,ireum

stanees may he among the causes of this uncertainty it seems 

plain that the northerly winds and currents make them come 

earlier and rise higher, and that the reverse lU:lppens ill southerly 

winds. 

The .ICC III the offing was seen, during the flood, to move up 

and c.lown, or both ways, even when there was no wind at all. 

This causes some difficulty in judging of the direction of the titles: 

but I still think that the flood must come from the northward, 

beeause the motion was always greatest towards the south wheH 

tbe wind was in that direction; as it was also gradualJy latn in 

proceeding to the southward. 

At four in the morning t.he weather was so dear that there 

seemed a ehance of a passage through the paek of ice whid) bad 

bee. driven on the (~Oa..llt during the night. \Ve therefore cast 

loose ,{rum the iceberg, and made sail; yet could find no passag~ 

1lh~,on reaching it, and were compelJed to taek. nut we had 
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run to the leeward so far, that we could not fetch any place of 

safety, and 'were therefore obliged to warp back to the l)lace we 

had left, 'which we reacbed at seven o'dock. 

Ileum:! noon it came to hlow hard from the north-east, which set 

in the ice so thick on the shore, that not an interval of water could 

he seeu. lVe therefore considered ourselves fortunate ill having got 

back to our station; disappointed as we might be in having made 

no prof,'Tess. Itainillll now once more, while it bl~w hard, we also 

once more hoped that the ice would feel the etiects, to our speedy 

protit. Though no clear water (~ou1d be seen irom the ship, we, 

however, obtained a view of a eonsidemhle tract in the Qffing1 hy 

ascending some of the higher ground on the shore. 

Seeing now that there was JlO chance ofproceediug till the wind 

ehanged, an additional lmwser was carried out to a rock for furthf'j' 

security, in the evening; and another in the morning, after we had 

fi)und that the tide had risen so high as to float the icehergs; lest we 

should be altogether drifted out, or at least be carried further up 

the bay. At snnset, however, the weather had a more settled 

appearanee: yet this was of short duration. It soon afterward~ 

became cloudy, with the wind from the ea.o;t; and at. midnight Wf' 

had OUl' first fall of snow. The gales became t11en very strong from 

the north-ealit, and the iee was packed close round the outside of the 

bay; but the icebergs still defended us from it"$ pressure. . The 

temperature of the air ~as 34\ and that of the water 320. 
, ~ \,' 

"ugust .30. Dunne; the night it blew a stl'(mg. gaJe,~ut . :tbe. t~;, ,ose.ooly 
( " .. ,,". , ' . , '" 

five~ee~'1 s~J~~he~ ~ .. an~ ~s tbe.ic~pergs~iQ: n?~ lP~~~,~the~bi,p .\ay 
in perfe«t~curity.. A~ it was hi~bwater ,bali an, ho."f ea,l~r tJlAA 

, I, _ ~ "( 
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on the 'preceding night, we had additional proof of the irregularity 

of the tides in this strait; caused, unquestionably, by the compli

cated action of the winds and the drifting ice. In the monling the 

h ills were covered with snow; a sight which was very far from 

agreeable, though we had no reason to expect aught else. Yet we 

had not much rea.~on to complain, though we should eventually 

have heen stopped here; since we had already penetrated further, 

by a hundred and twenty miles, even during this very short summer 

of ours, tban any previous expedition bad done in two years. This 

being Sunday, was made a day of rest. 

The gale continued from the north-east the whole day, aceom

panied by snow and sleet, the temperature of the air being at 340 

and that of the sea at 32°. Bot.h the ebb and the flood })a.d so 

diminished, that the difference was scarcely two feet: and we couJd 

now see that our little harbour was the only secure place on tlJ(-~ 

coast, all the rest being c10sely beset hy ice. But we still expeeted 

that the wind would remove these fragments, and that we should 

he able to make some miles of progress before the winter shoultt 

fairly 8et in. 

This morning the land was entirely covered by snow, and thert' AUg-II,t ~ll. 

was no more of the usual blue colour to be seen. Once more tht· 

tide rose five feet and a half, and tbe ice was dosely packt'<1 all 

rotidd. Astbe dav advanced the snow turned to sleet, and at .. 
length to a steady rain; the temperature of the air rising afterwards 

t~'; ''Ilr.' Witll this, the snow on the hills began to melt and 

d"~.·Going· on shore, a lane of water was found to have 

.~:jts'appea:rancfti'rf·the south, and another in the east, whitt· 

T 
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thei(!e began also tn slacken botb to the northward andsolltlrward 

of our Itarhonr. The rivers were found much swollen, but no 

animals weJ't~ seeJl. This day the water only fme two feet ancla balf. 

:-;"f,t. 1. At four ill the mornin,g, as there appeared a possibility: of 

working the ship into clear water, she Wa..1i; hauled out to an iceberg, 

and, by the aid of a l1orth-north-west wind, we contrived to steer 

along the lalui in a south-east by south course. We passed out~ide 

the Jow island, and then bore up for the outermost point, though in 

«~onstalltdoubt of our position, from the tbickll(·~'S of the weather 

and the frequent changes of conrs(' we were obliged to make in 

working through the ice. Hut it deared at seven, so as to show us 

the land: bearing from south 88° erud: to south, and also (I'om sout}) 

to south-sou.th-west. It was tlw island whieh we had seen on tbe 

twentieth, but its distance proyed to be much greater t.han we had 

then imagined. It was nalllt.'d Alieia Island. \V f~ kept UlHIt'f sail 

as long as we could, but were at last compelled, bJ the dosing of 

the ice, to make fa~t to a. large piece of it, which happened to be at 

hand; This, with the whole pack, proved 'to he drifting to the south

ward, and thus hrought us nearer to the islands, tllO'ugllwe wert' 

beating in the opposite direction. Towards evening it became mode

rate, and the ice seemed to have stopped. The rudder was therefore 

unshipped, and the Krusenstenl placed in a secure situation, in ca.ere 

we sbonld beeome permanently beset, as now appeared inevitahle ~ 

while I llL~d not say that we were once more redUCed to a filtttte of 

utter ltelples$ne~s. The temperature of the air \\tasOO"'in tllei day, 
bqt utnigbt it fell to 84".' The depth···af water . was '162 fatltoms, 
alul the·dit;1:atlce fr@fb the neare~t' ):a:nd~ltb~imiles;butasiwe 
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approached. within two . miles· in drifting to the southward, it 

deepent>d to .~jghty f~thGms. Some seals were seen, and an i:vor.~' 

gull was sbot. 

By,t},is morning the ship had drifted abreast of the highest part :-;"pl. 1. 

of that island w bich had been so IOllg il1 sight; which now, how-

ever, proved to be, not one island, as we had thought, hut a rocky 

chain of islt·t", extending in a south-east and uorth-we~t direction. 

11he latih:lde was 70° 3()', and the longitude -92- ()'; whence Wf' 

found that we had made eI('ven miles to tlu:~ sonthwa.:.'ll. After 

noon the eurrent changed, and the whole pack lwgan again tfl 

d.rift to the south-east: clear water was visible about three miles 

to the north, but in no other direction. The isla.nds from which 

we were now only h~'o miles distant, presented the most barren 

and repulsive tract whieh we had yet ~een; displaying au entire 

surface of dark awl rugged rocks, without the least trace \1f 

vegetation, or the presence of even a hird to enliven them. The 

df'MneSS of the day allO\ved us to see some laud which appeareo 

to be about nine leag'ues of 1'; and it was big'ber, as it seemed to us, 

than wbat we had passed bet(we; while, in the intermediate space, 

were more of the roeky islands. 

The piece of ice to which we were now fast was about two 

acres .in dimensions, and bad a pond of fresh water, 'whence Wf' 

replenished our stoek; after which it \vas made a washing place 

for .suoh articles as dem.anded this operation. Though the tern

perature.of~tbis day I was only 40". the dogs were panting with 

~~)iand seeking s~ch shade as they could find on tbe rough ice . 

. I~ hpwever fell toar.·beforeeight. o'clock, audfinally to 29°. The 

1'2 
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depth of water wa~ here ninety-five fathoms. . Exeepta mmll 

whale, no Jiving animals were seen abouttnis place .. The snowhad 

disappeared from thi!l; part of the land, with exception of' a smaH 

quantity on the mountains in the extreme distance. In the 

evening it was calm, and we continued fast beset, hut drifting to 

the southward with the whole pack. A t midnight we sounded in 

a hundred and twenty fathoms~ with a muddy bottom. 

SI'Pt. ~L 1'he weather waif thick this morning, with light and variable 

winds, ehiefly from the northward. r.rhe water shoaled to ~'ixty

five fathoms, and then deepen-ed to eighty. The ice was fast all 

round tIS, hut appeared more slack towards the isL'mds we had 

passed. In the afternoon the fog tunled to small rain, the therIn6-

meter being at 36Q

; and some clC'"dr weather in the evening 

discovered to us that we had made three miles further south since 

yesterday. The sight of one bear and one seal was not enough to 

enliven this wearisome day. 

It appeared to U~, at this point of our pl'ogTess, that the large 

island whose aspect had so often cnangeA, consisted in reality of 

three, which formed Imrt of a 'rocky chain extending along ,the 

coast as far as we could see, and whioh, by stopping the ice, 

caused the difficulty 'of the inshore navigation. Thus we again 

found use for our patience: while, by following this chain in tlle 

train of the ice, we trusted that we could always keep bebi1'kf 
such heavy masses aswould1grourtd· in time to prevent illS 1rom 

being wreckMor Sl1'Wering an, mtrterialinjury.HeaVY·',rain1lt 

midnight, With flshift of''irirtd· t8 the eastward,ga.e • 'SOUle 

hopes· of:. cha»ge;,,'thtitlgh!~bg'{l't. on the shore. 
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. Ali· the wioo-ladshiftedf during' th~,nightt to the east-south.t'1,lst, Sevt.4. 

we. found tbis morning that.wehad drifted tw.o miles to tile north-

ward, approaching towards the shore at the same time. It rained 

hard till nine,: and the wind increased to a gale; so that, by noon, 

we bluldrifted four miles farther in the same direction, being fixed 

between twotloes, but 'So as to sustain no injury. Thick weather 

coming on at three, we saw the land no more, but were convinced 

by the lead thn,t we were continuing to drivl?; and after various 

changes of soundings, found ourselve'l, by tbe evening, in one 

hundred and twenty fathoms, whicb diminished to seventy-five at 

midnight. The shooting of a glaucous gull, and of a seal, were the 

only amusements of a provoking day, under which we were losing 

all the ground we had just been gaining, if not more. 

, The gale continuing all night, with rain, the large floe separated Sept. 5. 

from us very early in the morning; and, ~l$ it became clear, we 

found that we hOO drifted off the land. Perceiving then that the 

whole pa,ck had considerably slackened, we attempted, in conse

quence, to force through it towards the land, in spite of many 

heuvy blows, which fortunately did no mischief. We here found 

that our latitude was 7()OM', and that we had lost nineteen miles 

in. a . northerly dil,lectioll, together with fourteen miles in lougi-

tude" daring the three hours which we had been driving with 

the ~. 
At.,iye .. it.clea~, ~ we saw, ill, tDe SQ\Jth-east, but at.a greater 

di8ta:u~e~.t:(ae ~evef-«)djng.isl~Qd wh,ich) ~t almost seemed, we were 

~~ ~:,~o q~'lj,I'or4ing:l th~l.ip tJuiQUgh mnch heavy ice, 

we at last cleared "the wit. ~!',:::'W:aen, ,t~:wiad favouring ~,a 
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little, we made up alJ the way that we bad .lOlSt, and having aga~n 

g(')t hold of the land, nmde fMt, at ten. o'clock, to an iceberg 

a~ .... ound ill five fat.holUS, and about Dve huDdred yards from .the 

s.hore. I t rained hard till midnight, but was nearly calm. We 

saw two whales on this evening, with several seals; and. tbe 

watt:r was clear between the paek and the MlOre, while we were 

sUlTounded by large icebergs. 

3t'l't. (i. The wind continued in the same quarter, with rainy .weather, 80 

that we (.'QuId form no plan for proceeding. After di vine service 

we went onshore t() seek for a more secu,reharbour, a"l our present 

place was a very unsafe one. Entering an inlet wit}. the boat7 

about a quarter of a mile wide, we S0Ullded in fifteen fathoms; and, 

following it fora mile, we f()uud it open into.a spaciotlS, barbour, 

having twenty fathoms in the middle, andshoalinggradnaUy to 

the sides. We here too ascertained that what we had taken for an 

island, the nigbt before, wasa.l)eniJ)sul~. The harbour was named 

Elizabeth, in compliment to a sister of the patron of our expe

dition. 

The country consisted oflim~1:f?:ne.amigranite, resembling 

what we bad formel'lyexaminec:l. . A herd of reindeer ~ at a 

sntticient distance to .make us w~ste some soot, if D9t to tantalize 

us, as we proceeded to. ascend the hili to the southward;', . -lienee 

we 'bad a perfect view of a harbour not .exceededbyanyin, the 

'Y~r,l~; .before .this, :We bad notbeenabl, ,to.ior.~ ju.st. ,~i •• te 
Q(it.~ e'"~Qti)r naUlTe.. Tbepursuit ;0( . $Omt:. b{lre$.ll~h ~ .... , 

di4 ~;.lM>w~Ym',·'.teQlpt·us.,io Jpro1~g"~'$Uty,:~llce 'w:e.·oo~:. 
('ov~r,~t.~hf.l~w:~,"'~,.(a$t ~~'i~' ' .. " . '" " ..... ' 
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CHAPTER X. 

A'rTEMPT TO QUIT ELIZABETH HARBOUR-SLOW PROGRES!'I ALON(; 

SUORE--Cn'TICAJ. POSITION OF THF; SHIP AMONG TH,E ICE, AND 

BSC.APE THROUGH PERILOUS PASSAGE-DISCOVERY OF I<X'UP8F. 

HARHOlJR-FURTHER DISCOVERIES-CAPE s'r. CATHERINE, A~D 

LAX HARHOUR. 

HA VING returned on board by two o'clock, we made sail there

fore from the iceberg, and entering into the harbour, moored the 

~hip to a small one in seven fathoms, not far from the beach. A 

hoat was then despatched to see if there was any exit on the ~outhern 

or eastern side; but the result was, that we had entered hy the only 

opening, as it wa.~ also found that it was separated from t.he stra'it 

,vithout; by a narrow range of limestone about three miles long, 

level and straight. The boundary to the westward wa.~ of high 

land, and that to the llorUl consisted of lower hills int.erspersed 

with lakes containing fish,: the rooky point and peninsula where 

we bad tiM taken posses..~ion forming its eastern side. The granik 

h~i:~tltedmany varieties, and was studded with garnets, 

~~\tly,':;;hi the veins, whicb We did not take sufficienteare to 
, ",' ,r ' , , " 

i ,,"'.h 'at tb'~ii~;'rnowindeOOsuspect; that 011 this and 
O:k':~~caSi()lls, what:I~'lm~etermoo granite Wa$ glleiss; a mi~take 

" ""'<\'(;'{" :'" ',. , . ' 
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which IS often easiJy made by those who are not practi~d mine

ralogists; but as I could not collect specimens at every pla.ce that 

was visited, and as I could not bring home even all those which 

were colJeck-'tl, for future examination, this very unimportant error, 

if sHch it be, must remain. 

III the evening, landing at the nOl,th side, and ascending the 

height'\ in that quarter, we obtained a still better view of this 

splendid harbour, in which the \-"hole British navy might safely 

ride. Except at the edges, it was clear of ice, though a few ice

bergs seem(.>ti, like ourselves, to have taken refuge here; but we 

saw no marks of any shoals or rocks within it. In many parts 

there were five fathoms water close to rocks on the shore, where 

vessels might lie as at a pier, and where they might also heave 

down and repair damages; and, from marks on the murt,rin, we 

judged that there were eig'ht feet of rise at spring tides; the pre

sent, which was neap, rising but four. 

Sept. 7. In the evening it blew hard from the northward, bringiug tht~ 

iee past the pla.ce which we had left, and packing up the whole 

channel to the southward. But we were safe, and quiet; wid} 

the security that if this ice should clear away, we could easily get 

out by aid of the tide, and take advantage of the opening'. The 

temperature of the air was from 34° to as, and that of the water 

32', At midnight there was rain, the wind continuing fresh. 

It rained heavily all dIe morning, and a good deal of small ic..oe 

drifted into the barbour, proving that there was a considerable 

quantity Jilloving along the strait with the current. We therefore 

pl"OOeeded in the,boat, to examine into the condition of things out-
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side, more particularly, and landed on the northern isthmus, We 

thus saw, that at the back of the great isthmus, the quantity of j(·c 

was much diminished since the preceding day, while there was a 

bay to the eastward quite clear; but, near the mainland, it was still 

closely packed. The west side of the southern islands, howev('r, 

were also clear of ice. In this excursion we saw some rein-deer, and 

shot three white hare!'> The air felt warm; hut, on board, the ther

mometer was only a6", the weatl'ler being cahn, with a thick fog. 

Though things remained in tIle same state till noon, we expected Sq<t, 1;, 

a wind, and therefore left the harbour hy means of the e,bb and of 

towing; making filst to an ieeb~g at the entrance, that 'we might 

be ready. But the \vill<l eoming now from the ~outh-~ollth-east, 

we eould proeeed no further, and I therefore sent a party to exa-

mine the state of things along shore, ill the whale boat, whieh was, 

however, obliged to stop after proceeding two miles. Being Ulen 

hauled np, the party proceeded hy land along the i~thmus, and 

thus saw that the ice wa~ closed up to a rock at its terminat.ioll, so as 

to. prevent all further passage in this direction. Two rocky islands 

and a good harbour were also seen in this quarter; as it was 

further ascertained, that while the shore \l'aS covered with heavy 

ice, the channel of moving ice and water lay between it and the 

heavy pack which was about three miles oft~ 

The evening being calm, and the ice stationary, Commander 

~oss went on shore to take angles, and in his way found a dead 

d~er, ~hicb.we had wQunded on our first landing. It was so large 

~~~.tfl~Y could only bring on board tbe.l)ead and borns, Jeaving it 
fur'the next <lay toremovo a carcase too valuable to be lost. Men 
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were also sent to ere('t a cairn of stones to mark the entrance of the 

barbour, otherwi:-:e difficult to find, in case we should be obHgedto 

return to it. I ... anding, myself: afterwards, I obtained a good view, 

from the north side, of the several places that we had passeil, 

kming also two hares. At eight the wind was Jight, nnd southerly, 

with dear weather in the night, the temperature of the air from 

34~ to 36°, and that of the water 32°. Our fresh water waf',: 

replenished, and many seals were seen. 

The geological structure of this part of the coast exactly 

resembled what we had t()rmerly examined, witb perhaps more va

rieties of granite, or gneiss; the whitish shale of the limestone eon

taining shells as before. The soundings were in clay so tough as 

to re(}tlire great force to extract the lead from it. Some sandstone 

was also observed here; and in many of the small bays there were 

accumulations of white sand, which, however, might equally haw' 

been furnished by the granite. There was no wood: a heath, with 

steIUs about an inch thick, being the largest plant growing. Near 

the sea the laud was generally bare; but, inland, there were plains 

and valleys ofconsiderable extent, covered with vegetation; each of 

tlle latter containing a lake, of whid. the largest seemed ahout two 

miles long, as many of them were but large pools. These, as before, 

were full of fish, which we then had no means of taking. Many 

hares, far from shy, were concealed among the r()ck~, and tracks of 

reindeer,were seen near tIle ,shore. On the north side the remains 

of Esquimaux: summer habitations were numerous, together with 

tox-trapsand bones of whales; but all of so old a date as to show 

that it was' lo.ngsince this part of the shore had been ;inbabite(t. 
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",Jtwasquitecalm all this day, with an occasional light air from Sept. 9. 

the, southward, sutlicient, with the current, to prevent us fi'om 

making any progress. Notwithstanding this, we bauled still 

farther out, to be in readiness in ease of a favourable change. 1t 

froze so bard in the previous night, that the harbour was covered 

with bay ice; insolllueh that the whale boat whieh had been sent 

tor the deer could scal'cdy mal,e her way through it. Towards 

evening, however, it was all dis;o:olved, as was that whlcl. had been 

formed in tlll' lakes. Even at three o'clock it was like a summer's 

day in England; and, though dose to the iceberg, the temperature 

011 board was 38", while on shore it was 41". This, indt~('d, had an 

unfortunate dlect on our deer, which, though hut three days killed, 

was only fit {'(,r the dogs. We here built a cairn on the higlH~st 

hill un the north side of the harbour, 

A slight breeze eoming from the north-west at dayligllt, \\/~ left S"pt, 10, 

the iceberg at half-past tbl'ee, and stood out among the loose ;ee 

under all sail; steering through various lanes and openings "'hieh 

led towards the south-east. But at two o'clock the wind came 

directly aga-inst us; mul it was with much diHieulty we reached 

an ieeberg which was aground ahout half a mile eashvard of the 

islands described on the second of September, 3ml ahout eight 

miles from our last station. After two hours, however, the iee set 

in ",ith such rapidity, that we were obliged to C3st oft: wIlen a lllore 

~vourable breeze enabled us to reach a small IJurhour in the 

passage between the islands and the main, whenee we were able 

t9":warp i.uto a situation for the night. 
·<"thus we· Were enabled to land on the islands; aud, baving 

,," "'''!':' ! • 

u2 
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asQended tbe highest summit near uS,we bad a .~ view of the 

state of the ice, which was such.as to makens resoiveteatte.pt). 
passage between the rocky islands and the point, so as to get hold c>f 

the main1and. The ship was tberefore warped, with much toil 

and hazard, through a narrow and rocky sound leading to tbe 

channel, and made fa.~t to an iceberg, and to the rocks, from which 

she w:as not more than half her length distant, in three fathoms 

water., It was not, }lOwever, a ,good place; since the ice set both 

ways, altenlately, with great rapidity, so as to be in constant motion. 

Aug'les were here taken from a cairn which we erected on the 

bighest hill, being about three hundred teet, and sketches made. 

The furthest projecting land was an island bearing soutli-ea."t, at a 

considerable distance from the point of the mainland. 'fhe outer

most of the islands on which we were seemed about a mile long, anti 

the land formed a ~'Teat bay, in which we counted nine islands and 

some clusters of islets; together with two inlets, and some openings 

that seemed to constitute three good harbours. Here we also con

cluded that out:' best chance of proceeding appeared to be by the 
chanpelwltbin tbese islands,· and close to tbe mainland.; as tbeice 
was,aU~oken up, . though tbiekaud heavy, and was likely te 

move with, ,the nrst favourable wind. 

rl1.eislaoos on which ,we now were, turned out to consist of 

gn,eiss; I .-presume, disposed·. in indined beds with \'ertical uSSllres;' 
~. in tw{).litdevaUeys .therew,.. )~~Ule 'tegetatioul1' thmlgh ~ 

~~.;~rt'~f the 1Yurffleewa&q',lite~., The aspemiof desolation' 
w_,'tnd6ed~itreme.; ner did'w;e.;see ~,;.t.ee of any1ivi.cr~tdnt:,i 

'~".e .. ~'of~ air;wa.~ 34°, aui{i<~9f.'~.~~t3to 
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"()ur,icebet3,~lastnight .ftt. half-past twelve; but we at Sept.) J. 

last.s~ iD<mooring.,i~,together:with ourselves, to tbe rocks 

withioc,a, small 'bight on the side .0{ the stream; while, as it drew 

.. ~ ,water than tlu~ ship, it kept ,us from grounding; allowing us 

tQJie quiet aU night withilla few yards of the rooks, and in thret 

fathoms water. After a foggy, morning, there appeared, at one, 

some chance of moving) as th~re was a fresh breeze trom tile 

north-west. The attempt. bowever, was made)n vain; and, after 

three hours of bat:d labour, we could neither proceed, nor extricate 

the ship, so that we were obliged to submit ourselves to the ice, 

which was now closely packed in tIle whole channel which it occu-

pied. It was in vain that we attempted to disengage ourselves, 

even when it got into motion; labouring hard for this purpose till 

ten o'clock: but a calm occurring at midnight, we became com

paratively tranquil and easy. 

Nevertheless it was a critical position, beset in the rapid current Sept. 12. 

ofa. rocky channel, at the .spring tides of the autumnal equinox; 

and, as the tide rose, the heavy masses of ice which were set afloat 

iucreaS<.·d our ·danger, its action forcing them on us. ~r e therefore 

thought ourselves lucky in getting hold of a grounded iceberg; 

though the points of rocks were appearing aU around, and close by 

our ship. U nfortlluately, however, a wind springing up from the 

westward,bl'Ought down an additional quantity of ice, before day-

light, with a g~~t increase of pres.9ure; when the whole mass began 
. , 

t.>~:tet() t"e~astward witbfrightful rapidity, carrying along 

l1!i~h,~",.o_lteJplessship,andamjdst a coHisionand noise, from 

theJ>reaki.8'''~ ~.'i~'~iJl.st the r<K'ks; .w}l,iehwa.~troly a,"1ful~ 
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The,day had scarcely d~wned w.ben we iOl.lnd,our!ieb'esnearto ,8 

p,oint separating two channels; aud it was f~ some til~ doubtful 

into which we sbould be .hurried, .or whether we might not rather be 

driven 011 the rocks whi(!h surrounded llS on aU sides, some below 
the water aut! some above it. But our good iortune pl'eva,jled; and 

the stream carried us into the northernmost and widest passage; 

though it was to tile llorth-ea,(,jtward, and therefore, otherwise, to 

our l.oss. Aml her~, to com}llete our success, sUcll as it was, the 

,icf;! shQrtly opened, so as to aHow us to extricate the sllip, though 

by extraordinary exertions; 011 wl.idl, ulakillg her tast to a 

ground.ed iceberg. we found oursdves near the point on the llOrth 

side of this channel, and felt ourselves thus secure for a tiUlC. 

During the nig·Itt, and especially wben contesting our way to 

tlJls spot, th~ ship had been rel,eatedlyrai'ied, and sometimes 

beeleu over, by the pressure; while the Krusenstern was once 

thrown out of the water, on the ice. But neither re(~eived ~llly 

11\)Ury. \Ve had reason to be surprise<l: but every new adventure 

of this kind had the good effect of increasing our (;"<)fltidence, in the 

c~~e,of future and similar emergencies; of which, it was but t.oo 

e~l"tain) there, ,Were many yet before us. 

,At nine, tbe change of tide, and that a rapid one, setting to tht~ 

w~tward, drove us from Qur phwe of refuge; and we were carried 

~~~in three yards of some rocks which were just Ul1derwater, at 

~lt~,: narrowest part of thepoint.Uelieving that welll,ight S\lC~ed ,i~l 

~nndi~g t~.is place, and thusgetting:'in~, wh~t seemedt?,be,~ti~.l 

~~r,.:we ~alK.ured hard bYlV~rpiR:";,~ t,h~re being a~d."CI!~k 
j~e9~~J;r.,~,.r~:~~whj~b~'d ollta,proIll~ f)f secp;~#y; ~~j$~ 

"T ,.1, ,"",," ." "', .'" .' ,I , ','. ," ' of. ".1.,,' " 
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most unluckily, proved to be a whirlpool: and having been turned 

r6lfu.d'by it many times, fot more than anhour, We were obliged to 

leave it, and trust ourselves once more to the confusion without. 

Thus situated, no 'resource was left but to attach ourselves to a mass 

of ice which was Boating along in the middle of the stream; hoping 

thus to escape a repetition of what we had just been enduring. 

We were thus at ]enhrth extricated, hut not without undergoing 

heavy pres.,;;;ure; our iceberg carrying us to 1.the westward, even 

against a strong wind. The tide, however, diminisheLl in force 

as we proeeedt"<i; and as tbe smaller pieces of ice now sailing with 

us did not drift: so fast as that to whieh we were attached, the whole 

heeame at length so slack that we were able to make sail before 

noon, and at Jast got into clear water. 

The danger, however, was not yet over; sinee we were sllt~jeet to 

be carried back by the next tide, unless we eould g'et out of ito; in

fluence before the change. But the wind was right against U~, 

and we could expeet "to make little progress with our sails, and 

snell a vessel, by plying to windward; while, to anchor in a tideway 

like tbis, was out of the question. Thus we soon found th~t we 

. were losing ground; but at four o'clock we began to gain consi

derably, when it fell suddenly calm. A harbour now appearin~ 

not far off, in the nearest land, we contrived to warp into it hy 

means of the llo8:t'l, and found good sbelter behind a reef of rocks, 

lined by iCeberg!ii~ within a cable's length of the shore; making fast 

to Uv00fthese l1laS!'les which were aground in fOllr fathoms water. 
,I' ' '---

.:;:Mor~than J:.among u.s had witnessed similar scenes, and, in 

lo*,e manner or other, we had IlP..en extricated: but, with an this, 



Ib2 SECOND VOYAGE OF D,I,S(10VERY . 

we could not but feel astonishment,as well as'gratjtud.e;a~QUr 

having escaped here witboutmaterial damage. Forreaders.it;~i~ 

unfortunate that no description can C()llvey an idea ofa scene ()f 

this nature: and, as to the pencil, it cannot repre$€nt mQtioll.1i;or 

noise. And to those who have not seen a northern ocean in winter

who have not seellit, I should say, in a winter's $torm-the term 

ice, exciting but the recollection of what they only know at TeFlt, 

in an inland lake or canal, conveys no ideas of what it. is the fate 

of an arctic navigator to witnes.11l and to feeL But let them re

member tbat ice is ~tol1e; .a .floating-rock in t.he stream, a promon

tory or an island when aground, not less solid tban if it were a land 

of granite. Then let them imagine, if they can, these mountains 

of crystal hurled tl.rongh a narrow strait by a rapid tide; meetjn~, 

as mouutains in motion would meet, with the noise of thunder, 

breaking from each otlu'r's precipices llU,ge fragments, or rending 

each other asunder, till, losing their former equilibrinm, they filll 

over headlong, liftin,g the sea around in bri'lkerst, and whirling it 

in eddies; whilf the flatter fields of ice,. forced against these ma.~es, 

or against the rocks, by the wind a.lld tile ijtrcru;n, rise out of the . 
sea till they fnll back on themselves;. adding to the indescribable 

(!Ommotioll and noise wbich attend these occurrences. 

" It is ,J;lot a little, too, to know. an4, to feel Qnr· utter helplessness in 

~J.eseca,qes. There is .llot a moment inwllich it <!all be ,conjectured 
wbat/,:,,iUb:appen in tbenext: ihereis,Jilot one, wtliqhmay,uot be 

t4elflst,~an(lyettbat next moment may bring~~~~!.$tf~~,': It 
is. a, jSt'W1g~i,;M, it is. an ,;tnxitJUs~iti()J),·; and, if featf~l, .lisi_ 
ft~, .1j~. " f{)r;Je~ •. , so i 'Wle;x:pecteQ i u.: ever,Y1.eveIlt;iifU)d·,"!i~mck..~i 
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transitions. If the noise, and the motion, and the hurry in every 

thing around, are distracting, if the attention is troubled to fix on 

any thing amid such confusion, still must it be alive, that it may 

seize on tbesingle moment of help or escape which may occur. 

Yet with all this, and it is the hardest task of alJ, there is nothing 

to be acted, no effort to be made: and though the very sight of th~ 

movement around inclines the seaman to be himself busy, while we 

can scarcely repress the instinct that direetl'l us-to help ourselvt~s ill 

cases of danger, he mnst be patient, as if he were unconcerned or 

careless; waiting as he best can for the fate, be it what it may, 

which he cannot inflnenee or avoid. 

But I must not here forget the debt" we owed to our ship on this 

as on other oeea"ions before and afterwards. Her light draught 

of water was of the greatest advantage; and still more the 

admirahle manner in which she had been strengthened. It 
is plain that either of the ships employed on the fi)nnel' e}:

peditions must have been here lost, from their mere draught 

of water, since they would have struck, on the rocks over 

which we were hurried by t.he ice; wlliJe, however fortified, they 

would have been crushed like a nu t"h ell , in consequence of their 

shape. 

Our position, afler this adventure, was on the mainland, St'Vell 

miles from the ca.irn which we bad erected on the tenth; being not 

fur from two barbonrs, one on each side of us; which I named. 

Thenigbt was clear, and it began to freeze at eleven. At mid

ni'gbtthere was a ,risible eclipse of the moon, hut tlle weather 

did notpennit of any obsel\l'ations. I named the place Eclipse 
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harbour; and we found high water, with a rise of seven feet, at a 

quarter before tlm'c, at full moon. " 

~ept. 13. Early in the morning I ascended the higkl~nd near the shore, by 

which I found that it was possible topr~.a few miles along 

the coast: and, after building acairn;and 'tla:kingsome angles, '} 

retunled on board, 1l11d we got under way. at· 'Dint with a westerly 

breeze. We steered to thesootbward tlltollghnew ice wlJich 

offered little resista~ce.; and, as We proceeded,the' heavy maSl'es 

became lDore slack. Passing a rugged point, witli. icebergs aground, 

it received' the name of Cape Anmg:ton, being"theboundary here, of 

the spaciolls harbour just 'mentioned by the natneof F.£lipse Harhour. 

We very soon rounded a clusterOf' islet'S, which;asequall y new, 

I named Grace ; and, pas.'ling tlletn, we saw around island, now 

also named Louisa. Within these,such channel as there seemed, 

was full of ice; and therefore, passing. to the eastward, \Vp ap

proached, at three o'clock, a smooth ,rocky island about two 

miles in circumference. It bein.g. ealm,we attemptt'Al to tow the 

ship between it and the preOOditlg.~~:; "when the tide changed, 

and we were glad. to seQUl'e,QtU#ti~f~:~ .. igltttoanieeberg 

that was aground nearit,w1ta~) f.i::!,!~~.barbonr with an 

islet with which it was in coutact. 
This island \;Va$1;aree ~lesnDlll~~i~harb()tIr".~ndse"Ven from 

the extremity ()ftl.~.land;toth~ ~t~ •• ~;,:'\;;~i~tiijn; wefunnd 

it ~ 8O\idllla8s 0fgranjte,:itl~;:~;;~~~';~W*';~is()Observed 
fragments of limestone >aod'~i'~llQW "sa~dstone.',',Be~ '",ebuilt 

a cairn, with a pole on w~h·'.:i;~ned tlte ·.ip~$ -ti.~, and 

the date, engravedoBC()pper:'.Tbe':,pro~:9'''\5~h<'as to 
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show IL' that a fair wind might carry us clear of tbe ice as far as 

that point wbicb set..,oo seven miles off: bot beyond this we could 

barely discern tbat the land did DoL trelld to ~e eastward. An 

island was seen, open with the cape; and, near this, a harbour, 

wbieh was named Las Js,land, while, to a Jar~ inlet, foil of ice, 

south of thi • I gave the name ofMury Jones Bay. 

On the ...... tb ide there were .",aUer inlets 'm<J creeks; and , 

to the nor'r- a . remarlmble .nounroin, sbaped like a tomb, and 

covered on the ... ~ .side with 11 re4dish yegetation. It was named 

Christian's monlUllCnt. Froeeeding along the coast., we fouod an 

Esquimau. fox~tn.ae. with 'some remains of smnrner habita

tions, and counted thirty-three islands of different sizes, for the 

names of wliiel. I must here refer to the charts alld the /ables. The 

vegetation on tb~ island,. wbichis in the midd1e of die bay, was 

very backward e6U)pared to !.bat Oil the mainl'md. 

. The new ire bau ' totally -..mved this day; the temperature of 

the air being 38', .a tbat.of~ ""8 3-ZO. There was now no snow 

on tbe high lD_tajn~ ot.lIl .. interior." to the southward, and all 

the frcsh-wlIter 18kes -and pools .. ere open. In the evening the . 

wind came &om the ~.od UIUS prevented us from 

moving: while. the _ttr fel! ' ''' 1_ as to compel us to baul 

furdler out. 

It was high WafBr ....... ~ in. the moming, alld the tide Sept. I • . 

rose to six feet ~",es. iwi.tb UH,. 8000 &001 the northward. 

The two icebergs to which we were moored just tloated; but we 

kept them f" .. t to tbe shore by ropes until the tide bad lowered. 

A tllicll fog prevented us from moving till two; when, the wind 

x2 
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being north-north-west, we made all sail and stood for the point 

through loose ice, which, however, soon closed,so as to oblige us to 

run for a small bay to the north of the cape. 

This proved a very good shelter: and having gone on shore, and 

ascended the hill on the point, we saw that the ice was still more 

open than it had been the day before, that the land trended more to 

the southward, and that tlle outermost portion was hut an island, 

six or seven miles from the mainland. .l\-lany fine harbours 

were also visible, and the shore was intersected by inlt~ts in every 

direction. Having taken the usual thnnal possession of this cape, 

since even that which is nugatory or absurd must be done wl.ere 

custom dictates, a cairn and a beacon were erected, with the ship's 

name, and the date, on a plate of copper, as before. This cape was 

named Verner, and the harhour Joanna. The geology was here 

nearly what it had all along been: but one of the masses of ~.;;ra

nite formed a pyramid alike striking from its form and its dimeu

sions, while we also perceivt,,'tl some coarse argillaceous sehist. 

As tile point on the north side of the harbour was the most con

venient for observation~ we erected a (!airnhere also, for determining 

angles and laying down positioIls; though it was not likely to 

prove of mucl) use hereafter in verifying the accuracy of the dis

coverers. Just before dark, the channel between the shore and a 

sma]) island was cleared of ice by the rapidity of the ebb: but too 

late to allow us to attempt our way through it. Thetemperature 

of the air was from 3f)° to 36\ and that of the sea from ar to 32° an 
this day; and the tide rose two feet Jess than it had done inflle'night 

preceding. No animals, nor any traces of Esquimaux were seen. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

A HEAVY GA.LE: SUCCESSION OF TEMPEBTUOtJS WEATHER, WITH 

SNOW-PARTIAL CLEAR.ING OF TilE ICE, AND EXTIUCA'I'ION FROM 

IT-DISCOVI<~R THE ISLAND OF ANDREW ROSS, CAPE MARGARET, 

BEST HARBOUR, AND MARTIN 18LANOS-A NEW BAY-END OF 

SEPTEMBER-GENERAL REMARKS ON 'fUE PAST PROGRESS OF 

TIm SHIP AND THE MODE OF' NAVIGATING AMONG ICE. 

THE sky had worn a very unsettled a·';pect on the preeeding St'llt. 15. 

evenmg; and the wind, rising, increased to a storm during 

the night. Having also veered round to the northward, it brought: 

around us a great quantity of heavy ice; so that, at daylight, 

we found ourselves completely locked in, to our· no small vexa-

tion. which was much augmented by seeing clellr water within a' 

quarter of a mile. Every exertion was made to warp out, or to 

extrieate ourselves in some manner: but a whole forenoon of hard 

labour gained us scarc~ly more than four times the length of our 

ship., At length the ice accumulated to such a degree, that we 

lte~ ;obliged tQ abandon the attempt. 

lntbe mean tjme tbe storm incl'eased, with squalls of snow, so as 

to;"r~der, o~ situu.tiOlI both critical and uncomfi)rtabIe; since we 
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could not regain tlJe harbour which we had so prematurely left. 

Thus expos('(l to the storm, the pressure of the ice was also to be 

feared, as the ieebergs were accumulating 011 the shores of the 

cape, which they were too deep to pass. At length the one to 

which lVe were moored weut afloat, giving us much trouhlt~; while 

t he largest one near us split into six pieces, with a noise like thun

del'; f;llling over and throwing up the water all aroulld. Oue of 

these tra!,'1nellts gave ollr ship a violent shock; amI another, rising 
c 

np beneath the Krusenstern, lifted her out of t.he water 011 t1H~ jet, 

~nd then launehed her otI' again. Ii\)rtul1utdy, no damage wa.~ 

sustained. 

The night tide was further diminished, and we continued, after 

this last adventure, to be not far from the poiut of the cape he.hilld 

which was the clear water: ,,,hile we ,\-vere obliged to wait with 

patience fi)r SOUle 1i:lVourablc change of the wind. The thermo

meter was at 34", and the snow was so heavy as to cover the 1l1OUll

tains. A party was sent to the cairn, to examine.: iuto the state of 

the ice, and, having returned, they rt~ported it to he quitt! closed tu 

the southward, with exception of a narrow IUIW of water along the 

'land, which now appeared to trend more to tbe southward. Shortly, 

the temperature fell to 28', with clearer weather and the barometer 

rlsmg. rrhe latitude of this cape was found to he 76° 22', and the 

lon!,rltude 92° If)', which, with'the correction, is probably 9r. 
The wind was somewhat more moderate thisday,anJ.i the 

weather milder; but tbe iee wa.~ quite close evel'Ylfhere, excf7ppng 

,for'f.\'smallspfice'·on the south side of the cap~. 'Welyent,QD shQre' 
, , ",' I r" ,o:i .,~ .. . !,', " ~ -,' I' ~" "", 

to~urve1 the'Charinel through which we ;,ha~,}rl~"~~JO:PIi\SS; 
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when we saw that there were two ree£~ of rocks in the mid(fle of it. 

It was a lesson to our impatience; as it was one a!llong many inci

dent"! occurring in this voyage, calculated to teach us that apparent 

misft)rt:unes are often benefits. Hatl we bf'en hut ten minutes sooner, 

we should have made the attempt; and, without a mirac1e, the con

sequences must have been fatal. Of this, we could entertain no 

doubt, when we saw that tlleir depth would then have been six 

fi·ef:, enoug-h to conceal them froUl us, while, on -taking the ground, 

we should have been overwhelmed by the descendillg masses of ice. 

Thus was our disappointment converted into a soun~e of enjoy

ment, alld of self gratulation: with the same knowledge on the tlay 

befi)re, we should have thought Ollr icy prison a paradise. 

A littk before noon, the wind shifted suddenly to the south-east, 

and blew a gale; while we had in the Inean time moored to the 

largest floe in the passage, that we might he ready in case of any 

t:'wourahJe ehance. In ('onseql1enee of this rever~al of the wind, 

the ice began to move in the opposite direction to wha.t we Ilacl 

expected: so that we ,vere glad to regain our position in tilt' hay, 

though this was not effected without !':everal honrs of warping. 

Going on sbore in the evening, we had tl)e satisfaction of seeing 

that tl)(~ iee was fast leaving- the land, and that it would probably 
L '" 

allow us to try again in the morning, with the probahility of making 

ten or fifteen miles. We here found that the fine harbour to thf' 

~outh of the cape bad an entrance from a bay to the southward, 
, 

and. also auotller from one to the northward, rendering the eape 

itsetfan'lsland. The channel wa'l narrow and crooked, and 

singu1arly intersected by the projections of hilly points on both sides, 
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with inlets branching in e\rery direction. The harbour was dear 

of ice, and contained three inlets. We here saw three hares. 

The obsen-ations at noon confirmed yesterday's latitude. TIlt' 

thermometer in the twenty-four hours, varied from 30° to 3,tO, the 

water being at 29°; and there was new ice in the pools among tht' 

rocks on shore. Various hearings were taken; and we thought 

that the land trended less to the east than we had formerly sup

posed; rendering it' a matter of hope, rather than of aught else, that 

we had now arrived at the south-eastern extremity of this Jand. 

At ten at night the wind suddenly changed to tlle north-west, 

and. hlew with increased violence; when, once more, the ice whieh 

had not yet cleared the bay, dosed in upon our protecting icebergs, 

forcing us to carry out additional ropes, hoth to tlwm and th(~ shore. 

The Krnsenstern was transported to a place of saft~ty in Hie inner

most lmrhour; and, during the nigl)t, it blew extremely hard, witl, 

squalls of snow; the tht~rmometer falling to 21" in the air, and 2:1' 

in the water_ We had therefore, once more, great reason to he 

thankful t.hat we Imd not been ahle t.o get out of this haven, when

the heavy masses of ice around ns affortied very tolerahle security, 

since tlley were aground on an sides, and exerted no pressun" 

3.oouinst us. 

17 The ga .• Ie continued with undiminished fury from the northward Sept. • 

quarter, 'accompanied by heavy squalls of snow; and the sea froze 

as it washed over our decks and the adj()inlng icebergs. The outer 

edge of the ice to windward was but a mile from us; and,'on 
this aswelf as tbe islands, the sea broke' In a'tremendoU'sfttanner, 

producing a considerable swen, even wller~welay,thotigh shetter.~ 
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by a point of land and this extensive tract of ice. 'The thermo

meter in the air fell to 21°, and the water to about 28~; and though 

the tide rose high, the icebergs did not float. In the evening the 

ice broke up so much as to bring the open water a quarter of a mile 

nearer to us; and, in no long time, the wind became more mode

rate: while some masses of ice were seen floating through the 

channel of our intended passage, which displayed a good deal of 

clear water. 

The moderating of the wind on the preceding evening was Sept. i~. 

but a delusive promise. In the night, the gale increased once 

more; and to a dCh'Tee of violence exceeding aU that we had yet felt, 

accompanied, as bet()re, by snow. As some of the icebergs began 

to move, three large ma .. ses came across our bows, threatening to 

break the two cables which we had made fast to the rocks. and 

oblig'ing us to carry out a third. The ice on the outside of us was 

8()()U broken up by the swell, and at daybreak the waves reached 

within a quarter of a mile of the ship: while the motion of the 

solid masses around produc('d such an agitation in her as to compel 

us to earry out steadying ropes and fenders. 

In consequence of the tide now ri!-'ing to an unusual height, many 

icebergs drove near to the shore; but as that fell, things became 

eomparatively {luiet: though the rapid destruction of the ice, under 

all the present violence, gave us great alarm lest we should lose the 

protection which had hitherto sheltered us 80 well. At ten in the 

morning. tberefore,we went on shore, in hopes of obta.ining a 

better .view of the circumstances in which we were now eng-aged; 
,. c ~ 

the}viod,:baving once mo~moderated. We thus discover'(xt that 
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there was nothing to obstruct our passage as soon as we should bf' 

released from our present durance, and that although there wa.;; 

much ice ill the harbour, it was not such a-, to prevent our entmnee. 

We here confirmed our former observations for the latituJe: and 

the barometer rose; as also did the thermometer, from 21 0 to 2~O. 

The moulding of ice collected round the sides of the ship drifted oft' 

in consequence, during the course of the day, as did the icicles which 

had been formed on .the icebergs. It still, however,. blew hard: the 

sea continued to draw nearer to us, and the agitation was scarcely 

less; so that the motion of the ship was extremely troublesome. 

Our situation thus became so hazardous that we were about to seek 

a new position, close to tIle rocks; when, suddenly, we saw a fleet of 

beavy ice islands bearing down on us, which, by five o'clock, took 

their stations at the outer edge of the now narrow fielJ, anti, in a 

very short time, all was quiet. 

Such is the ice, and such the compensation it offers for the too 

frequent assaults which it makes, and the obstructions which it 

creates. It is far from being an unmixed evil; and, estimating 

aU our adventures with and. among it, I might not be wrong in 

saying, that it had mucb oftener heen our ffiend than our enemy. 

W ecould not, indeed, command the icebergs to tow us along, 

to arrange themselves about us so as to give us smooth water ill the 

niidstof a raging sea, nor, when. we were in want of a harhour, to 

come tool1r assistance and surround· us witll piers of crystal, 

executing, in a few minutes, works as etWctual as the. breakwaters 

of Plymouth or Cherbourg, But they were commanded by Him 

who commands all things, and they,obeyed. 
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The gale continued, though with somewhat less violence; nor, S('I'!. H' 

even towards night, wa~ there any announc~ment (,f a change. We 

were safe within the large pack which had accumulated, and could 

now see additionallDa~ses of blue lce attached to its outer edge; the 

sea breaking high over them, in a tremendous manner. I therefore 

went on shore, ~U1d, having a good place for such a record, caused 

the .o;:hip's name and the date to be painted on the pyramidal rock 

formerly dt..'Scrihed: ascertaining the )atitud~ at 7ft 23', and the 

Jm(!:rltnde at 91 ".No immediate hope of a removal was held out by 

tlw state of the ice as we now saw it from the land; but there was 

very little snow on the ground, after aU that appeared to have fitllen, 

and the t,emperature wa.<;; from 2S to 27°. How much of the disap

pearanct' of this snow, on this, as on many subsequent occasions, 

arose from the mere sweeping force of the wind, we could not 

determine; hut we had often, in tb1s reg'ion, abundant proof of 

the great evaporation which it undergoes, even at very low tem

peratures; confirming a filCt respecting the production of vapour, 

which has long been known to meteorolo~"Y' In no other way 

indeed could we account for the small thickness of snow which gene-

rally remained to be converted into water, by the common process 

of thawing, at the approach of spring; since its bard frozen surface 

very widely prevented the gales from dispersing it in the form of 

drift, while we were quite sure that a much larger quantity had 

accumulated during the winter than that which remained when the 

thaw.COlnmenoed, On the utility of this arrangement in diminish-

ing the great Row ot'water which would otbenvise take place at 

tbat period, I need malre no remark,. 

v2 
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Sept. 20. It was comparatively moderate during the night, with the same 

wind, but no snow. ~t daylight a large pack of ice was seen 

ar)proaching the bay, when it divided; one portion passing to the 

eastward of us, while tbe rest closed in, so as, in a few hours, to 

block us up more completely than we had ever yet been. After 

divine service, the crew were allowed sllch relaxation on shore as 

they could contrive in sucb a place: and the view hence stilJ 

showed some clear water to the southward; attainable, if we could 

but obtain a westerly wind. The thermometer was at 27°, but there 

was no new ice in the harbour, although the land· pools were frozen 

over. In the evening the swell subsided every where, and at mid

night it was calm amI freezing hard; hut the ice did not open, as 

we hoped it might do on the ebb. 

Sept. 21. This ice still appeared stationary, there being a light air from the 

north; and, on examination, we found that the huge masses around 

us were frozen together, giving us the prospect of being condemned 

to remain .here for the TE~t'Of the winter. But the breeze becoming 

westerly at nine o'clock,allhands were set to work, and continued 

occupied tbewbole day in separating the masses which had been 

cemented by the frost, since. this aWorded WI the only chance of 

getting clear. This being done, we placed thesltip's head in the 

best position for getting out; ,and, after this, she was soon sur

rQ,IIDded,by new ice, the thermoBleterbeing at 2flO. 

Sept. 22. A. strang,braezearose duriag the:nib..nt;and~.t daylight, 'we. 

fouRa that,witb tile excepti4;)n ,oftwo,pie.ees, it,':had'Cameda ... , 

aU:th~ljcethatwe had cut, ·whileithe 'water was· cle&r ontsidei)! We 

again~ therefQfe, set, _1··baads::to'))WotB:, ja,;:,break.mg the.:ire'taat 
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re.rnained~ SQOn detaching many large pieces, wbieh the tide carried 

a.way. The work, ho.wevery became more heavy a.~ we proceeded; 

so that the last cuts through a thick floe were not completed till du·· 

evemng. At this time a large ma.."s to the eastward of us brok(· 

away, promising to sail off and assist in clearing us, when, unfor

tunately, it took the ground and remained fixed; and, still mort" 

vexatiously, just opposite to the channel which we were attemp,tinfC 

t.o clear. 

Thus. we were obliged to make a new attempt at another point ~ 

appealing again to that patience, and exerting onee more that 

determination not to he foiled, which, for ever wanted under every 

situation in life, are never more needed than by him who must 

work his way through the never ending, ever renewed, obstrne

tions of an icy sea. By the time it was dark, we had com

pletely succeeded, and had once more the satisfaction of findin,tr 

onrselves in clea.r water; when we hove outheyond the icebergs, 

and made fast for the night to that floe which we had L'Ut into the 

resemblance of a pier. Soon after this it began to blow hard from 

the southward, and the ice which had passed hy was seen return

ing; producing, on ce m ore, a new enigma to be sol ved, as it 

threatened us again with a repetition of what we had been so ofte~l 
and so long undergoing. It .became necessary therefore to go on 

s.hore, that we might the better understand how matters were likely 

to,:be with usaow;' since OUf position in the ship was not sutli

eieBtlYi:oommaudingto aUowofanadequate view. We thus fOUlHI 

tWittt.E;"eireumstances{ were even worse· than· we had autit--fpated ; 

. sinoe',we,,:~ldjBQt !;;elVtm god .. ' round to the good harbour which we 
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hau occupied before. until the weather should moderate. There 

was also seen some new ice, the thermometer being at 22° ,and 

theJ\(~e to 26°, By the time, however, that we had returned to the 

ship, the wind fortunately rose from the very quarter tbat we 

desired, beiug' that which was best adapted for carrying away the 

ice; while, blowing' with suffieient force to remove it, we were 

eual~Ied to go to our repose under some hopes for the follo\·viug day. 

These hopes werf quashed by the appearance of the morning. 

It had snowed hard since midnight, and every thing, land, ro~ks, ice, 

our deck, was deeply covered; while our intended pas,1Oi3l-?;e outwards 

was blocked up by larg~ pieces of floes and bergs; two more IHlYing 

detached themselves from the land to aiel in the obstruction. The 

wind, indeed, had it been more moderate, would have been sllffi

I~jelltly favourable: and thelJce were we induced t.o renew our 

labours, in spite of the storm and every other discouraging cjreum

st.ance. So sllccessful also were they, that the passage was cI(~red 

hy eigllt o'clock; at which time the gale began to abate, and the 

tall of snow to diminish; so as toholc.l out some better pro!'opeets 

, tban the early monling had promised. > 

"r e therefore undertook another survey from the shore, when we 

found that the north entrance of the harbour was still blocked up, 

but that there was much dear water to the southward. This 

illduced us to go off in the whale boat, that we might survey the 

very intricate channel before us; leaving it to those on board te 
warp the :sbip out'and get her under sailin the, mean time. Thus 

we in~gated the pilotage .aRd, returning at ten o'clock, we 

sueceeded in ,carrying' 'Oitlrvesseltltl~Dugh) without an~ Mcidentt in 
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spite 'Of a rapid tide and the numerous sunken rocks in the passage. 

The whole of this expedition, successful, if of little extent, was 

terminated in an bour. 

It was our intention to have entered the harbour; but, on standing 

towards its entrance, we thought it probable that we might reach a 

few miles further, the current being still in our favour, though tilt' 

wind was agaim~t us. 'Ve continued, therefore, to work along shore, 

and having passed the harbour at noon, reached the furthest point 

that we had seen from Ollr last station. lIenee, the land trendt'(i 

nearly due soutb, being more hold and rocky, and also Hum-' 

elevated than what we had hitherto seen: and here also we dis

eov(Jred an inlet some miles to the south, with high land on each 
'-

side of it, which, on a nearer approach, proved to be fuIl of iee. 

Near it there was some low Jand, which was conjectured to be all 

island, and, more towards the south-east, a decided one, which was 

the most distant land we had yet seen. 

At four o'clock, being opposite the hay, we were obliged to tore.· 
through two streams of ice, and, by seven, closed in with the island: 

when, having a favourable wind and current, we attempted to \-vork 

up to the mainland. 1'he coming on of night prevented this; and 

we were compelled to run round a point on the island, where we 

secured ourselves to some heavy ice, about fifty yards from the shore, 

and in four fathoms water. It was fa.r, indeed, from being a safe 

place, and, in an easterly wind, would have been a hazardous one: 

hut, after much examination, we could find nothing bette~, and 

were obliged to be content. The snow continued the whole day, 

but.was; not such as to preveut us from ~eejng to distances of two or 
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three miles: the temperature of the air rose irom 26° to 320, but tbe 

harometer feB half all inch. By our reckoning, we had niade about 

14Jurteen miles: an unexpected progress, which put us all into high 

spirit", and Inade us anxious for the return of another clay. 

:-"J'\. '-'-1. Though the weather had been moderate during the night, the 

flood title set in with great: rapidity, and the iceberg to which \ve 

were f~lst received so many severe bluws from the floating masses, 

that we .began to su~pect it would itselfbe carried off at high water. 

An alarm to this effect was indeed given: but, on examinatioll, we 

limnd that it was the vessel which had sheered; on which she wa.s 

moored to the rocks. The wind, \\"hich had been gradually chan~rjng 

during the night, became south-east at daylight; and we could 

theu see from the island, that the ice was fast c10sing on us: su as 

10 give us timely warning to quit a place wlJere it was impossiblt' 

to remain long with safety. We theret(.re made sail; and, passing 

to .the eastward of dIe island, fOllnd a channel through which the 

tide was running with a lDotlerate velocity. We then sent the boats 

to examine into this apparent harbour, a.nd to select a place whert~ 

we could make fast: but it was soon discovered that there wa ... only 

a red' of rocks, so that we were obliged to moor to a large iceberg, 

within a few yartis of the shore, and not fill' from a shallow entrance 

opening to the south-east. 

As soon as the men had breakfasted, we prepared to remove 

again, when the boat should have fOlma a better position. Sud

denly, however, the ice turned round; and, before we could pre

vent it, the ship's bow was carried on the rocks with such violence, 

that it was raL"1ed eighteen inches. But as, at this time, the ice 
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b'1'ounded again, no further ...... nlt was made on ber: and by means 

of hawsers, he was soon got off, witbout baving SI,stained any 

d'!IDage. The breeze tben fresherung, tbe sails were set, enabling 

liS to stand out ,vith the intention of lying to while we waited the 

report of tbe boat. 

Bnt ()ur success was very small; since after running half a mile, 

witb great. difficulty, through rocks and icebergs, the situation 

which we attained, and did not gain without dlllch toil and hazard, 

was found to be little better than that whicb we had left. It Ilftd 

but ten feet water; and we saw that we should not be able to 

haul out of tIle stream before the ship had arrived within her own 

breadth of some rocks that rose above the water; while her stem 

lay close to others that were not six feet beneath the surface. 

We therefore proceeded in the whale boat to seek for a better 

place, for which the now increasing wind made us more anxious ; 

and thus succeeded in finding au excellent deep-water channel 

between the mainland amI the 6rst range of islands. The entrance, 

however, seemed extremely lJazardous; being scan.'ely wider than 

the ship herself. with n tongue of ice, llaviug only seven feet w.).ter' 

on it, extending acros'), from side to side. 

rrhere was, however, neither a choice to make nor time to be 

spared in resolving. We therefore dropped U,e ship down by 

hawsers. grazing the rocks with our keel. How to carry her over 

the tongue w~ auother problem, seeing tbat her draugbt exoeeded 

its depth; but. while considering this. the tide swept her on it, 

aod sbe stuck fast; it having proved, contrary to our reckoning, that 

it was now ,ebb. The hawsers were then carried out again, and we 

z 
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L'Ontrived to beave tbrongb; yet not withaut sawing off some project

ing points on the two opposite icebergs, so narrow was the passage. 

We did not, however, extricate oUI"Selves from Ibis perilous 

situation, 'witbout passing two other jcebergs, one . highe~ than our 

mast-bead, and so close that the vessel had only balf her breadth 

to spare. But, this achievement over, we bad no further difficulty 

in sailing two miles through the channel, when we reached a place 

of security, aud madO fast to two large icebergs, out of the stream, 

and near the entrance of a good baroour. In this position there 

was a large island on each side, and, before us, the mainland. 

'1'his mainland was wllat we bail seen the day before, and dis

played a high ronge of mountains close to the coast, extending in a 

north and south direction; while it seemed to trend in a more 
favourable manner than formerly, and no land was visihle beyond 

the cape. We proceeded to examine and sound tbe harbour near 

us, together ,vith the several entrances to it: but tbese latter were 

all hlocked up, with exception of the one to wbich we were opposite. 

Thus, after all, the place wbich we had first chosen proved tbe most 

'convenient; and we tberefore remained satisfied with the result of 

our day's work, and not thank.1 .... for Our escapes through so 

hazardous a navigation. There was a little snow, and no bay ice 

was seen ; the air and water both at 29<1, and the wind, in the even

ing, coming f~m the nortlH!ast. 'We were here obliged to fill oor 

casks with ice, as there was no fresh water to be procured. The 

land near us consisted, as usual , of granite. 

SeP'. 26. The wind came to tbe northward dllring the night, eawring meh 

a rioe of the tide that all tbe icebergs were set in motion. In "" ..... 
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sequence, they were ahortly all carried off, except one whid, w"" 

kept in illl place hy our ropes. In the morning it was clear, and 

we saw, from the mast-head, a good deal of open water to the south

ward, forming the """'ptacle of the ice which was ,sailing out of this 

narrow cbannel. Thos we at first tI,ooght that it would clear 

itllelf, so that we migbt perhaps proceed by noon: but the un

lucky arrival of " large pack of ice at the northern entrance, not 

ooly 611ed it up ooce more, but prodoced a general stoppage which 

compelled us to re lOve the ship further witl,io the harbour. 

In the afternoon we landed and took formal possession of the 

island to which we were now moored, giving it the name of Andrew 

Ross, being that of my SOD . . From the cairn which we built, we 

obtained a very extensive ~iew, and saw land bearing south of us 

at a distaoce of ei/!"bteeo or twenty mil .. ; yet not so as to ascertain 
whether it consisted of islands, or was a continuation of the land 

near us, and the American continent. Much clear water was aJso 

seen in the same direction; giving some prospect of It further pro
gress, in case the wind should come to the northward, aud enahle 

us to clear the channel by which we were imprisoned. A sketch ' 

being taken, the islands were nBlUed. 
The last night's gale had so blown away the snow, lodging it in 

tbe ravines and bollows, that tbe land seemed comparatively clear, 

and tbe island on which we stood was so bare as to show its clean 
• 

granite, witbout a mark of vegetatioo. A slight fogginess in the 

direction of the newly-seen islands continued to render the view of 

them indistinct; aod, in tbe evelling, tbe weatber was quite mode

ratot, with a temperature of 24.', thougb withoot the rormatioo of 

z2 
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any new ice. The harbour baving been at length quite surveyed, 

was found to b .... e fifteen"eet at low water, with an even muddy 

bottom, to be /Tee of cu....eots, except in the main channel, and 
secure from every .wind. WIoere the current did run, it w,,", 

indeed, very ' powerful; ._tylbg the ice through it with fearful 

velocity and ttemeo4oaiIl: MfiIIiOli. Except a glaucous gull, we 

here sn.w no anima1. 
Thongh calm ....a clear aAer midnight, and the thermomet.r 

not more tban !Jr, no new .• ..,,;"" formed in the still water, and 

tl,e tide carried away ~ ~r part of thot wbich had occupied 

the channel. Bat; at uiue, it began to come in at the. northerly 

opening; whicla," .. a IIOrth-e8lterJy breeze and 11 heavyr all of 

snow, pu.t an ........ BIt proopect of advancing for this day. Soon 

after dark, tbe ..... _re fod! to 26·, and the .,'ow coutinued to 
fall; but, ufiller .. ia.8oence of the tides, the ice began to clear 

.way in both direI!I:iaDB. : An increase of wincl forced us to carry 

ont additional MpI!II. an«! the .Km.""ustern was also moored in Ii 

place of security. 

Sep •• 27. · During the liigIIt. it bkM-.a very bard gal. from the nortJ,ward, 
and tbe tide rising high in ooooequence, all the icebergs were set in 

motion. Our strong...t bowser slipped oW the rock to whiel. it was 

fll8tened, and ol>ligtd ... to let go an anchor, .s it was dark: but 

when daiight 'came, we transferred the Wrmer to another rock, 

and got the anchor up again. It WII8 then seen that the cbaunel 

"'118 clooed with ice .t both ends; and thus it continued the wbole 

.lay, toongh baving some dear water in the middle, at ito wideot 

put. A. good deal of heavy ice came to the entrance of this liUle 
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harboor, bat did Dot reach our own clear water, 00 which no new 

ice was formed, in conseqaence, probably, of the gale. 
After matter and praye .. , part of the c.- _ sent 011 shore lor 

exercioe, aad the remainder in the evening. Being with this last 

party, we ... that in spite of IOIIIt! open ..... there was no chanet> 

of our being releued from our present situation .. itbout a change of 

wind. We had time to walk over tin. island, .. hich is the largest 

of the group, but found no vegetation, Dor any animal; though, on 

tbe following moming, we killed a seal and a glauroos gull. The 

temperature of the air and water equally, was 29', and it came on 
to blow bani from the north_est soon after we got on board . 

Though tbe wind vet>red to the west during the nig!)t, it did not Sept. , • . 

release us, a. we bad hoped. The ice, indeed, bad drifted a consi
derable way oft" the cout, but our channel was still locked up. 

lle<!ides this, there ...... mucb heavy ice driving up and down, with 

great velocity, before the tide, which, even could we bave got out, 

it would not have been prudent to encoonter. Some of these 

masses, indeed, entered the cbannel, sweeping it clear from side to 

.ide for a time, "" some of them blocked up the entrsnce of our. 

harbour. A survey by the boat, however, showed at last that we 

might get out at tbe southern entran"", if we could release our-

<elves from the pril'On that now enel ...... as. 
Thongb it ..... moderate all day, the barometer fell an inch, 

prognostieatingwbat8OOll occurred. Accordingly, we were visited 

by a very heavy pie, in the evening, froID the north-north-we.!, 
with a ...... 1ItDrm, .. !itch oblised us to carry a cable to tbe rocks, 

awllI1lOIh .. to the aext iceberg, for the sake of keeping it between 
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liS and the sbore, in case any .bill of wind should drive us on the 

rocks from which we were Dot many yards ot: The thermometer 

was at one time 22', IIIIIi roof to 28' . We examined the i$land ' to 

the south of OS fD-day, but jOlHId notb.iDg en it to attract 001' 

attention. 

Sepl. 29. The snow storm contioued without iotenailllion all night; but, 

( 

in the moming, it had SO far cleared away the ice as to render the 

J>IISI'8S" navigable.' The stare of the weather would oot, bow ever, 

penn it 11.8 to get onder way, since DO can"", .-ld bave stood 

against the gale. Towardoo noon, and in the evening, the wilOu was 

in squalls, and the snow oea.oed to fall; wben sucb was tbe effect 

on tbe land, as to blow away the snow by which it had been 

previously covered. Tbe a.-ometer was at 23" io the middle of 

tbe storm, and did not sink below 21': while, in the evening , the 

barometer began to rise. By this time the eotnsnce of the harbour 

was cleared, and all the new ice IIIIIi &ozeo snow were dispersed. 

Aller the tide bad. riI!ien, it ..... tinoed the wbole day at nearly the 

woe elevatiGn, ~ dial: e&ct .. the wiDds whicb we bad 
DIOre tbim _ belIIl'e lIIelie6il. The lAtitude was observed at 

711' lj', and the lon~ ~, at 92' 21'. 0 one could 

leave the sbip during the whole of tIria day. 

Sept. 30. The storm abated 8'adoaIIrduringthe night: and at 6ve, being 

daylight, it oeemed sallciently moderate to W8l'I'IUIt an attempt to 

g..t oot : the chaunel, to the southward, beiog DfJIIIiy clear of ice. 

Aooordingly, the cabl .. and ba .. """, .. ere cout elf, aad at six we 

I!« 11nd4r _y, with the Kl'D8I!IIStern in _ . TJaeugb the tide in 

the c:JuumeJ _ eetIiog north, 01' againot ..... the nwtbedy """-
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with 08 was 8Ilfficient to make us run througb it at the rate of five 

mil.. an bour; estimating tbe current; at the same time, at hal f 

that quantity. At leven we pa.-I the southern entrance of the 

harbour and the south ...... t opening of the channel; finding the tide 

stronger as we advanced, and most rapid io tbe n ...... owest part, '" 

might have been expected. 

It was now necessary to know more of what was likely to follow, 

since we had arrived at the houndary of our present knowledge; 

and we wer~, therefore, in great anxiety to discover the trending of 

tJle land; watching the westernmost cape, and every successive 

point tbat opened as we advanced. We found tbat tbe distant land 

whicb we bad seen between tbe round wand and tbe main, was a 

cluster oflarge islantls, and tbat tbecout ..... trending to the west-

ward . At eigbt we bad rounded the ... pe; sucoesoively opening 

out se,'en points, of wbicb the fifth marked the place of u large 

inlet or bay, which, on oUr approach, we fuund to be full of ice. 

bay beyond the lecond point seemed also to offer a good har

hour: while we further noticed a remarkable inlet, with wbat 

appeared to be two islantls at its entrance. These several places 

were named; but J need nllt bere give what will be more usefuJly 

seen in tbe chart and tables. 

Our distance gradually increased, in running dl>WD tl.e coast, 

from a hundred yards to two miles; and, at noon, the great body 

of ice was oeen e"tending from the shore about two miles north of 

the extreme point of the mninland, to the islands southward : thus 

completely obotructing all furtber passage, since it consisted of 
very beavy _ most clooely packed. We had run seventeen 
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miles; five to the south and twelve to the _tb-west: and we 

now, tberefore, tacked and beat up to the land in .......,b of a 

harbour, detaching a boat as we approached, to sound and _k 

for a safe position: while, in the mean time, we made fast to a 
neighbouring iceberg, bnt in a silnation that could not be trusted, 

from the small deptb of water. . 
The boat discovered, to the north-eastward of Oll' place, a 

51,acious hay, but cpen 011 three points of the compass; and, to tbe 

soutj.-west, an island which odered a place of security, having a roc~ 

above wuter to the sollth, with a .hallow ridge near the nortbern 

entrance. This position we therefore took; making fast to two 

iceb"'rgs, and under protection of the islet, so as to be not more thAn 

• quane, of Ii mile distant from the harrier of heavy ice, whicb we 

,;o"ld DOW better see to coHsist of lmndreds of icebergs wedged 

together into a solid rna..... We bad passed, in our course hither, 

!lOme la.rge pieces which were sailing to join thi. tbreatening barrier, 

and had also been obliged to force our way through some pancake 

ice, as it is tenned , ... dense a8 to give U8 considerable trouble. 

The thermometer w,," from 23" to 26' in the day, but in the 

evening it became calm, when the temperature suddenly f.1I to 18". 

At sunset, the weather was very clear, and high land was see .. 

beyond the point, at the distance of ten or eleven leagues, bearing 

south-west, and extending to the eaotward of south; but, wbetber 

ronoected with the \and nea.r us, or not, we could not discover. 

The large iolands bore from easW>y-«HIth to 8OUth~o"tb-eaot, at 

about Dine miles distance, and were oaTl'Ouoded by heavy ice, oepa

................... iD one place, by 8 -'I line of_tel'. 
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The aspect of the land bad now coaaiderably changed. It was 

tioc lower than tho8e part. of the ,_.t which we had all'endy 

examined, and the general urface was 101Ich more even. 1'1I~re 

was ... me vegetation on tbe little islamJ, and we oboerved """""t 

track.. of the bare and tbe ermine. Here also were two cirel ... 

of stones, being tbe remain. of the summer habitation. of the 

Eaquimaux, hut of a much more recent date than those .. ~ had 

oeen before. Tbougb there was snow, tbe gr.ater part had been 

blown into tbe ravines and lee places, wbicb allowed us to see that 

tlle rocks consisted Of red granite. One track of a bear was after

wards foond near the place wbere we were moored, and many seal. 

also made their appearuncf'. As DO observations were taken, we 

were obliged to estimate tile latitude, by our reckouing, at '0", and 

the longitude (uncorrected) at 92' 40'. 

With tile termination of September, of wbicb we had now 

reached the last day, I considered that all hope of making any 

further progre tlli. season was at an end. And tbus I entered 

tbat opinion in my journal; adding to it Olose remarks wbich I 

"OW transcribe witbout alteration, because they better show tbe 

iwpreAAions and opinions ('onsequent on our proceedings and 

~ituation, than aught that I might bave written at a later period, 

or should write now. 
" My foil COGYiction is, tlIat in every voyage of thi. nature, the 

safety 0{ the ship ought to be that prime consideration tv which 

every lhill8 elle should yield; since, upon its preservation, the 

c~ tlepeoda in a greater degree tban ill any other 

~; ~I!IIfb, ... uery .-, die same propooition ill, to. 

2. • 
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ceo;taia "1'teot, true. Aod, on a calm review of wbat is just past, I 

bave reason to blame myself for not baving adoed lIP to this prin
ciple with sufficient !'tAladin_. A Dot unnatoral anxiety to ~ 

ceed bas ofteo induced me to pusb forward as 800D ... there appeared 

any probability of creeping along shore: yet I bave "-0 c0m

paratively justified in doing, in a small ship, what would baTe 

been infinitely more imprudent in a large one; ... it is partly for 

the sake of those ,"",0 may hereafter renew these attempts in larger 

ves.els that I make this remark. 

" But, justified or not, every thing wbicb 10 ... occurred has proved 

that nothing was gained by this ambition and impatience: it was 

fighting against the unsurmountable obstructions of climate; 

against winds and currrents, and ice anti rocks; against nature 

herself, daily threatening to dra.w tbe boundary which ·we were not 

to pass. It is now plain, (and let futore navigators in O,ese seas 

profit by the remark,) that had I patiently waited, in nUDlerollS 

instances, until sure of reaching a place of refuge, we sbould bave 

attained our present position Iior sooner than we have done, and 

wiUt far \eos of toil and an iety and bazard. But it is nevertheless 

plain, from Ibe state of the ice, that although we bad reached this 

point mucb earlier in tbe season, we could searceIy h"ve succeeded 

in making any importanl progress forther before the "inter. As 

far as our operations for the f9Umriog seasoo are concerned, we are 

probably in as good a position for dooiding, here, as we could haft 
... thougb more advanced: beiDgaisu. wbile three bUlldred milee 
farthel' than au.y preceding expeditioo, _ mol>! thautwo_ndraI 

..... eiabIJ ..we. from the coast laid down by o.pl h FnaWio.~ 

• 
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• 
.. On the IIIGde of DPigatiDg in t1!eoe 1IeIIlI, I mlly here abo dl>-

........, my DOW acquired _nction, that where tIHft iI DO harbour, 

_ the ice is oetting along tk bore, there ought to be 110 h"';t!l. 

tiun in taking a pooition in the pack, especially when a whip is 

near the IROd. It i , in reality, the most secure prweed;ng; and 

although tbe consequence may often be a retrograde movement, that 

is not to be pat into competition with the oarety of the sbip; wbile 

we never experienced any diftienlty in extrica:tiog ou....,lves sooner 

or later. I am earnest in enforcing this doctrine on navigatol'8, 

beca.u.se the reverse opinion is rooted; as the consequence of the 

ol'posite practice is, to keep a vessel in a constant state of actual, a. 

well as "pprel,ended danger, or anxiety. And tbis is, in fact, the 

source of all tl,e dangers and narrow escapes of which we read; 

wbile a little care nnd patience would general ly avoid lbat frequent 

ca.ualty, the being beset in the ice. A little reBection should 

indeed sl,ow, that it is not within tbe power of a ship to force her

!!Clf lhroogb such obstructions: and thence do I recur to the con

clusion, tbat it is imprudent, as well as idle, to be perpetually push

ing on to reach every tract 1)( open water, unless it can be done 

witbout risk, and unless also tbere be a prospect of retaining the 

ground that hAS been gained, or of making" determinate progress. 

"It is indeed true, as it may be answered to these remarks, that 

it is the bwIi ...... of It ship to seek for a barbour, especially aft .. a 

Ioog run, ROd OR RO unknown COIiSt. But it i. generally easy to 

_d boab 00 tbis duty, witb little or no comparative hazard, wilen 

theN 81'6 pnopec1B of refuge 011 sbore: while, instead of tbus 

ed'llllierills'tIIe obip, it i as I have already recommended, the 

2.2 
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certain extent, true. And, on a calm review ofwbat is just past, I 

h;;lve reason to blame myself for not having acted op to this prin ... 

ciple with sufficient steadiness. A not unnatural anxiety to }Jr4)oo 

ceed has often induced me to push fonvard as soon a., tbere appeared 

any probability of creeping along shore: yet I have been com

paratively justified in doing, in a small ship, what would have 

been infinitely more imprudent in a large one; as it is pardy for 

the sake of thost:! ~10 may hereafter rellew these attempt., in larger 

vessels that I make this remark. 

" But, justified or not, every thing which has occurred has proved 

that nothiug was gained by this ambition and impatience: it was 

figbting against the unsurmountablf> obstructions of dim ate ; 

against winds and enrrrents, and ice and rocks; against nature 

herself: daily threatening to draw the boundary which we were nut 

to pass. It is now plain, (and let future lHlyigators in these seas 

profit by the remark,) that had I patiently waited, in numerous 

instances, until sure of reaching a place of refuge, we shouhl have 

attained our present position far sooner than we have done, and 

with far less of toil and anxiety and bazard. Uut it is nevertheless 

plain, from the state of the ice, tbat althougb we bad rea.ched this 

point much earlier in the season, we could scarcely have succeeded 

in making any important progress further before the ,viuter. As .. 
far as our operations for the following season are concerned, we are 

prQbably in as good a position for deciding, here, as we could have 

been, though more advanced: being a]so, while three hundred miles 

further than any preceding e"pedition, .not more than two bundred 

and eighty miles from the coast laid down by Captain Fra.nklin." 
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" On the mode of navig-ating in these sea ... , I may here also de

clare my now acquired conviction, that where there is no harbour, 

and, the ice is setting along the shore, there ought to be no hesita

tion in taking a position in the pack, especially when a ship is 

near the land. It is, in reality, the most secure proceeding; and 

although the consequence may often be a retrograde movement; that 

is not to be put into competition with the safety of the ship; while 

we never experienced any difficulty in extricating onrselves sooner 

or later. I am earnest in enf(,reing this doctrine on navigators, 

be.:ause the reverse opillion is rooted; as the consequence of tht' 

opposite praetiee is, to keep a vessel in a constant state of actnal, as 

well as appl'ehendecl danger, or anxiety. And this is, in fact, the 

souree of all the drmgC'l's and narrow escapes of whieh we read; 

while a little eare and patience would generally avoid that frequent 

easualty, the beill.C: heset in the ice. A little reflection should 

indeed show, that it is not \vithin the power of a ship to f(Jl'ce her

self through such ohstruetion~: a11(1 thence do I recur to the eOll

dusion, that it is imprudent, as wen as idle, to he perpetually push

ing on to reaeh eVf'''Y traet of open water, unless it can be c10lw 

'withollt risk. anel unless also then· he a prospeet of retaining the 

ground that has been gained, or of making- a determinate progress, 

" ] t is indeed trne, as it mav he answered to these remarks, that .. 
it is the business of a ship to seek for a harbour, especially nth:'f a 

long run, and on an unknown coast. Hut it is generally ensy to 

send boat" on this duty, with little or no comparative hazard, wIlen 

there are prospect~ of refuge on shore: while, instead of thus 

endt\ngering the ship, it is, as I have already recommended, the 

2A2 
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safest, and iutleecf the only prudent practice, to take to the iee. 

This is, if I mistake not, the refuge furnished by Providence; and 

he who neglects it, still trusting to Providence to escape tilt! dan

gel's whieh he unnecessarily incurs, must not complain in caRe of. 

fltilure; since he has not exerted his utmost care and prudence to 

render himself entitled to that protection: Let tl1at be kept in 

mind by bim at least who may llereafter attempt a 'north-wf'lIIt 

passage;' and let lMUl never lose sight of the two words, cautiOJ), 

and patience." 
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CHAPTER XII. 

R.EMARKS ON THt PREsENTCON))ITION OF 'rIfE SHIP, AND PRE

PARATIONS TO REUtJCE 'rHEI<;NCUMBRANCE OF THE ENGlNE

UNJUGGING OF TilE !';IIIP-A SUCCE8SFt:'L BEAR HUNT-ASCE'R

TAl N THAT WE AItL~ 'rIWLY "'ROZEN IN ';'OR 1'HE WINTER-A 

J»OWD"'~R MAGAZINE ERECTED ON SHORE-PROVISIONS EXAMINEI> 

-Tln~ GUNS AND P,\RTS OF THE ENGINE HOISTED Ol1T. 

BElf'OUE proceeding with the journal of the following month, I 

must offer some remarks on the adual condition of our ship, espt'

eially as regards the engine. 'rile record of the Jast weeks ha:-: 

already shown that we had ceased to consider her as aught mort' 

than a sailing vessel: and it is also true, that whatever advantagt' 

we had lattt~rly deri ved from our machinery, it was not f,'Teater than 

we might have obtained 1i'om our two boat.." by towing. But, thul' 

rendering us no service, the engine was not merely useless: it wa."> a 

serious encumbrance; siIlce it occupied, with its fuel, two-thirds of 

ollrtonnage, in weight and measurement. It had been, from tht' 

beginning, a very beavy grievance in another way, and in additioll 

to'tbe endless trouhles and vexations which I have already re

obnWl.·: bOO it demanded and employed the services of four per-
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80m, who were necessarily landsmen, not sailors :<thuscrampilig. 
very seriously, the number of our real, or nauti'cal,crew. Asthe 
engine, moreover, had been considered tile essential moving power 

in the original arrangement of the vessel, the masting and sail~ 

ing had been reduced accordingly, since it was presumed that the 

sails would only be required in stormy weather; so that, in faei, 

."the was almost a jury rigged ship. To add to aU the.~e disadvan

tages, she had, under this imperfect power, the heavy duty of towing 

a boat of eighteen tons, a dimension equalling one-fourth of }Jer 

own: tbe whole ('nmprising a mass of ob~truction and encum

hrance whicll we certainly as little expected as we had foreseen 

wIlen we quittedl~ngland. 

If wid} all this, we Imd not less reason to be thankfill «)r the pro

,gress we had made, than reany to wonder at our success thus far, 

these were not things to make us ~hut our eyes to what it seemed 

now most needful to do. In future, ollr ship was to be a sailing 

vessel, and nothing more. I therefore determined to light.en her of 

the most ponderous and lea..o;;t expensive part of this machinery, and 

to apply, towards strengthening the ship, whatever might seem 

available for that PUll)ose. With this view, arrangements were 

made on the last day of September, for taking to pieces the boilers, 

that we migbt land them as soon as the ship should. be frozen in ; 

.in event that could not be distant; wbil~,to tbis; l· had more than 

tb~'C()llCUrrence of·every officerj and, probably, ~tof,;tverym_. 

It istnle tbat we thus consented to' r~·()'Qrselvestoa 4e3"$;14 
powel"~"r.inferior tp that"Qf any ~ .. : \Tessel},_~.t __ 'i 
semOO$:j: .. but, :in,r~ality),'t.at';;·d;h*tal~~\~t~.i;'!a.j.k 
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~fr; "wil\,·,and<(t-.r Y9b:+ll;tary ,act of self condemnation was, after all, 

J,i#le more, ,than ',a· form. 

D"n"iug the l.st night, the tlJermometer fell to 170 ~ threatening us Ott. I. 

witb having ·reached our last position for this season; but, towards 

daylight, the weather became cloudy, and the tempp.rature rose to 

2)°, with a fall of snow, which continued the whole day. We were 

thus, however, prevented from ascending the high land near us, 

and, thence, from making those observations on the state of the 
t 

coast and the ice, which were indispensable towards any furtlwr 

attempt at proeeeding. We could do nothing more therefore than 

sound and survey our little harbour; and were pleased to find that 

if we 811Ou1<\ reany he frozen up in this spot, we should find it a 

safe place, after making some alterations in it, by clearing a\\'ay 

the heavy masses, and sawing into the hay iee, which was now 

six inches thick. TIle snow ceased at night. A very recent iox
trap. was found on the shore: and as the seals were very shy, wl.ile 

numerous, it was a natural eonclusion that the Esquimaux had not; 

long quitted this plaee. 

Though the morning was cloudy, it was not an unfavourable Oct. '2. 

clay for an inland excursion. ,"r e landed on the north side of the 

harbour, as tbe ice walOi not such as to enable us to cross it to the 

southern one, which was, to us, the important point. After passing 

a .. ,valley containing a frozen lake, I ascended a high hill, and 

tb~ discovered tbat a creek which had caused us to make a 

oirCQitw~ an inlet mnning about six miles within the laud, in a 

~esI;~directiQ1l. .' ,Here I also saw tIle head of tbe great inlet 
" ,.,' - '".',' \", ~ ,~, I . ' • " . , ' I 

~; .. e ,llacl:,: ~bser,ved;on,tJl~ thirteenth, surrounded by land 
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appearing considentbly higher than that to the SOUt}l-we;s.t, wh~h 

(~(msiste(f of a succession of uniform low hills. Beyond this land I 

could I"ee no water. To tbe stmth-east., there was a perfect .view of 

thf' islands that'we had passed on the thirtieth of Se.ptember, toge

t.her with some land to the eastward and southward, whicb wa.~ 

probably the American continent; though this point cQUld not 

then be determined, allY more than I could ascertain whether it wa."i. 

a continuation of that on which I was now standing. 
It 

At present, it was more important to know what the state of the 

ice was, and what it was likely to he; but what we saw gave us no 

hupe~ of any further progress. We were at a stand. ,r f' llad 

indeed long suspected that the event which could not be very dis

taut, was impending, nor could we, in reason, he surprised that it 

had arrived. Yet we had been busy and active up to the present 

point, and our perpetual efforts had, a.s is usual in life" pre'lelltl~u 

n s from thinking of the future, from seeing that the evil which ('ould 

1I0t for ever be protracted, was drawing nearer every hour, that it 

was coming every minute, that it was come; thus nourishing that 

blind bope, which even in the face. of inevitable danger or of (!ertail' 

rnin, even on the bed of death it.;;elf, is the result of effort and ('e

sistallce; that hope which ceases only with the exertions by which 

it was supported, when the helpless ship taUs asunder on the rock. 

and the sun (ades before the eyes of the dying man, 

{twas now that we were eompelled to think, for it was now that 

d~ere wa,s nothing more to be perform~; as it was now al~~ tl~~t 

tlleJQIU?: alld, dreary months~ the JO~~Q,¥ing y~ .I: ~tl~g~,t al~~~ 
say ,pf.:~~r i,nevitabledetentipn,. ~oIlg r~hyj$, ill,l~y~J~.'~~;:,r~,. 



TO THE ARCTIC REGIONS. 1&-> 

full in our view. The prison door was shut upon u!'\ ihr the first 

tim~; while feeling that if we were helpless as hopeless captives, 

that not even Nature could now relieve or aid us, 10r many a long 

and weary month to come, it W3.r.; impossible to repel the intrusion 

of those thoughts which, if they fol1ow disappointment, press on us 

ever more heavily, under that subsidence of feeling which follows 

on the first check to that exertion by which hope was supported. 

Should we have done hetter, been further advllneed, have pas .. '*:,d 

through these difficnlties, and more, should we have passed alL 

and found ourselves where we wished, forming a junction with 

the discoveries to the westwar'd, had the engine not disappointed 

us, had we been here, as we ought to have been. a month or six 

weeks sooner? \\'as it the badness of our vessel, a complication 

of defects not to have been foreseen, whidl lw,d prevented us from 

completing the outline of America, from aseertaining the" north

west passage" in a single season? 'l'his was the thought that tor

mented us; and not unnaturally, when we recollected an that Wf: 

had endured, all our delays and (iisappointments. Bnt, like that 

self-tormenting under which mankind make themselves so often 

fruitlessly miserable, tllese thoughtl\ were purposdess, and worse; 

so that we hastened to discard them as they arose: aware, on reflec

tion, that we could not see into the distant and the future, that we 

could not sl)eculate on the natnre of the land before us, could not 

be sure what tbe ice had been before our arrival, and could, there

fore, as little know, whether there was a passage westward to be 

foo:ndin this '(Iirection, as whether we sllOuld have been one foot fur

~r advanCed, bad every thing we desired conformed to our wislles. 

2n 
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'Ve saw here many tracks of hal'es. and shot some which were, 

even at this early period, quite white: this needful cbange taking 

pla('e, as should HOW he weB known to naturalists, long before the 

ground has become permanently covered with snow, and long before 

the weather has become truly cold; proving, that it is, at least, not 

the effect of temperature, as it is assuredly a prospective arrange

mf'ut for meeting- the cold of winter. The track of a hear was aJso 

t()Uud; and, in the, interior, we eould see, even through the snow, 

that the plains wel'e covered 'with vegetation; while the protruding 

rocks consisted of red ~'Tanite, accompanied hy fragments of lime

stone near the shore; indieating a continuity of the same geological 

strncture tbat we had traced ever since entering this strait. There 

were many Esquimaux traps, with a great number of those cairns. 

01' stones, resembling men when at a distance, which these people 

erect for the purpose of frightening the deer within their reach. In 

thi~ ~pace, amounting- to five miles, which we bad traversed, then· 

Wf>re two large lakes. 

During our yesterday'S excursion the men nearly demolished the 

iceberg which chiefly obstructed our possihle exit, so thHt it was 

hove out into t.he tideway before five o'clock: hut as it continued 

calm, with a temperature of 20c', there was little chance of pro

ceeding, even after this impediment was surmounted; since, in 

this state of things, the nf'W ice eould not tail to set us fast. This 

morning the temperature promised even worse, being only 13°: 

but,during the day, it rose to 2r, the weather being clear and 

moderate.·' Landing again, we reached the summit of"tb~ ,lti,ghest 

accessible :biU .at noon : but the .sight \~f the<bQrizon (r0JP )t W~ 
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imperfect,' and we could decide on nothillg, though what we (lid 

see was by no means of a promising nature, The ascent of a 

second hill dis(~losed nothing but a vast extent of Jand from tlw 

north-east to the south-west, with no space of water but that when,.' 

we lay, and which resemhled the bottom of a great bay. We again 

saw the tracks of hares, and that of a white bear, together with 

those of ermines and foxes; picking up, moreover, the horns of 

a reindeer. 

1'he state of the ice was however the important consideration ~ 

while knowing too well how difficult it is here to judge of tllf' 

nature and connexl011s of the land, I wa ... fully aware that we 

('ouM not f(WfU nnv decisi"e conclusions from what we had yet .' ~ 

seen. The former appeared nearly ill the same state; and we had 

now even more reason to helieve that the great pack was so firm'.v 

remented for the winter, that it would separate no more. Of the 

land I was (ietermined to ae(luire more knowledge, if that should 

he possihle, by travelling al" far as it should prove a~eessible. Oue 

ship was not ahsolutely frozen in; but she was placed in the most 

desirahle position that ('onltl he fcnmd, in case of that event occur

ring; as we had now so mud) reason to expect. 

As to the nature of the land thus traversed, it differed little from 

what we had already examined; though more uneven and rugp:ecl 

The valleys, as hefiwe, included lakes; but: those which we saw 

were but a few feet deep, and seemed to conta.in no fish. Angles 

were taken from a cairn erected on the highest hill, together with 

the uwal observations. In the mean time, the men on board wert' 

em~l()yedin taking the engine to pieces, for the purpose of landln~ 

2 H '2 
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it, the dogs were exercised in the sledges, and other preparations 

for wintering were mude. 1'he thermometer t in the night, sank to 

]6° with a tall of snow, while the air had apt!culiarly raw and 

cold feel. 

O('t. 4, Tlte morning temperature was 13', but it rose to 17° at noon, 

and the snow ceased. Being Sunday, divine service was per

formed, and the men were sent on shore for exercise, when S01nt~ 

ptarmigans were s~en. The ice had but little increased, and there 

was stil1 much open water to the north-east, with some to the 

southward, thoug-h the heavy pack which Jay in our way remained 

in the same state. There was more snow on the hills, yet the 

approach of winter was much more gradual than it had usually 

been found in these climates. 

Od. ;3, The men were ernployedin unbending some of the small sails and 

in unree"illg the running rig-ging-, while the engineers were busied 

in continuing the work which they had commenced on Saturday. 

The temperature rose from 14° to ]7°, hut fell again to 14" in tlle 

evening; and there was open water not very far from the ship. Tht~ 

dogs were again exercised, and a fox was seen on the ice, being 

the first that we had met with. An aurora borealis was observed 

at one o'clock, antI the harometer rose to 3ft 73'. The weather, 

at the same time, became so thick a., to render it hopeless at pre

sent to get any further sight of the land; and as we were at length 

quite frozen round, the prospect of advancing became less and 

less every hour. 

Oct. 6. A fresh breeze of wind made the last night colder thanaoy 

wIt-iob had preceded; and, in the monling, the temperature Was at 
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120; rising in the course oftbe day to 14°. We now thereft,re pro

ceeded to cut the ice, so as to get the ship into what we considered 

tlle position of greatest safety for the wiuter; a work which. occu

llied the whole day. There was still a little open water to the 

northward: not much snow fell, and, in the evening, the wind 

shifted to the south, blowing fresh. 

The tedium of tbis day, the forerunner of many fhr worse, was 

enlivened hy a successful bear hunt, being tb~ first chance of the 

kind which had occurred to us. The animal, having approached 

the ship, was turned towards the island; and in this way our party 

was enabled to cut it oft' from the land. Thus. -imprisoned, we 

turned our Greenland dogs on it; but they proved to be of no use, 

s}JOwing nothing of thP- instinctive desire to attack this animal, 

which is so general in their raee. It wa..~ then chased to the water: 

where, plunging into the new-ft)rmed ice, it could make little pro

f.,'Tess, and was, consequently, overtaken by the skill' and killed. 

Being brought on board, it proved to he a female of a medium size; 

measuring six feet eight inches between the nose and the tail, and 

weighing five hundred I)(muds. 

After a fine morning, the snow came on at eight; but tllt' Oct. 7 

weatber was so much milder, that the thermometer rose from 12° to 

21". The sawing of the ice was finished at noon; and the ship, 

being hauled in, was placed with her head to the northward, 

between the island and the main, so as to he quite defended, both 

from the eastern and western blasts. 'Vith Jand also toward the 

nortb,and the rock to the SQuth-east, she was open to only three 

-points of the compass, so that we had reason to be pleased witI. 
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our ~uccess, where no great choice could have been commanded at 

l1uy time. 1'}w depth of water was thirty-three feet: and 3..'ii there 

had been a current as long as there could have heen one, we had a 

rig-ht to ('oudutle that it would return with the summer, and expe

ditt.> the disruption of the ice, so as to assist us in getting (Jut, when

pver that season should arrive. The boats were now therefore 

lauded, the deeks cleared of ropes and spars, and the other need

tl11 arrangements mflde for housing the ship during the winter. 

(kt .. '-' There could, in fact, no longer he the lea."t doubt that we were 

at on,. winter's home; jf we could indeed have rf'asonahly doubted 

this some days before. But, as I have already said, it was a time to 

('ome, l'Iooner or later; and if we had, within this last week, found 

reasons enough to feel neither surprise nordil'lappointment, so, as Thad 

('ondnded at onr first entanglement in this place, were we f:tr from 

heing sure that we had any thing to regr·et. \Ve eouJd not, iTldt~ed, 

f'xpect to lead an aetiw' life now: we did not even know that we 

should find any thing useful to do: hut it was our business to eOJl

trive employment, and to make ourselves a.~ easy and as happy as we 

('ould, under circumstances which we had ample reason to expect. 

\Ve were, I believe, all pretty well provided with patience, and thert" 

wns no reason to want bope; it was for after years to draw somewhat 

deeply on the former, and to prove, of the latter, that more, per

haps, depends on a fortunate constitution than on aught else. 

Our conviction was indeed absolute; for there was now not ari 

atom df clear water to be seen any where; and excepting the occa

sional dark point of a protnlding rock, notlling hut one dazzling 

and monotonous, dulJand wearisome extent of snow was visible, 
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all round the horizon in the direction of the land. I t was indeed 

a dull prospect. Amid all its brilliancy, this land, the laud of jct' 

and snow, ha.'i ever been, and ever will he a dull, dreary, heart

sinking, monotonous, waste, under the iufiuence of which the "f-f) 

mind is paralyzed, ceasing to care or think, as it ceases to t(;~d what 

might, did it occur but once, or last but one day, stimulate u!' hy 

its novelty; for it is but the view of uuiformity and silence and 

death. Even a poetical imagination would he trouhlec! to extract 
• 

matter of descriptioH irom that whieh offers no variety; wIlert-' 

nothing moves and nothing changes, hut al1 is for ever the l'ume, 

cheerless, cold, and still. 

Amid all this, it W~L'" a satisfaction to tind that everyone seemecj 

pleased with the progress which had been made. It was indeed tiu 

short of what had at first been expected; but on examining what 

had been dOlle, mueh UlOre quietJy ami 1ilf mOl'e in detail dUlIl we 

had heen enabled to do in our first refieetions uuder this obstruc

tiOIl, anu on eOlHparing that with our nUlllerous impediments arul 

misadvelltures, tIle view HOW taken was Hot less reasonahle thall 

gratifying. 'Ve could not forgd tlw days when we should hav(> 

thought ourselves f()rtullate though w(> had only reached Port 

}lowell in this season, and though we had 1~liled ill attaining to dlt:' 

wreck and the stores of the l~ury. But \-vhen the chart was at length 

displayed before us, we saw tha.t we had not merely reaciJed this 

great p~nt in our voyage, but had passed it by a hundred and 

sixty-six geographical miles, and were two hundred further tllaH 

that harbour where we had expectRd to bt~ laid up, if we had even 

at~;llt'd that spot. Nor was it less satisfactory 10 retied on tlw 
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numerous dangers which we had escaped, ill navigating passages so 

truly intricate and perilous, under the gales tlHtt we had evaded, 

and tIl rough the ice which had been rendered our slave rather than 

our ma~ter. Thus comparing and considering, as we had at length 

ample time Umilllllch reason to do, we came to the tranqu.illizillg 

condusiou that we were now become a little united and settled 

tamily; all equally zealous and equal1y patient; all ready for llew 

difficulties whenever they should occur, and, while all thankful for 
f 

our success, all, whose duty it was to obey," giving obedience with a 

good will, or an alacrity, which might not have been c{Jual1y con

spicuous under positive martial law. 

During twenty-four hours the gale was fresh from the east-south

east., with driving snow, which was inconvenieut as far as our work~ 

were concerned; but the thermometer being at 24°, the eold was 1101 

severe. The men were employed in clearing the hold and mea

suring the remaining fuel, and the engineer~ were busied on the 

engine: while the carpenters were at work in mal.;,jng alterations 

iu the cabin, to secure llS better from the cold. \\T e had not lately 

heen able to keep it higher than 28°, in consequence of the positioB 

of the door; but by these alterations we CQuld now keep it at 45°, 

and had no desire for a higher temperature. Tbis is sufficient to 

keep off damp: and iu this climate, that is a circumstance more to 

be avoided than mere cold. We boiled the blubber of our bear 

and some seals, on shore; but the smell attracted no foxesfe'~ bears, 

so that. webeliel'ed there were no animals at this place. 

Uf;t, n. The snow ceased this morning, and the thermometer rose from 

19" to 2S,the sun shining brigbt during the day. The~ngine was 

, , 
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nearly taken to pieces; and, by throwing down the bulk head, tlu: 

seamen's aceommodations were materially extended. Observing 

some large holes of water to the Routh-west, we went to examirw 

them, and found them varying from twenty square yards to all 

acre, in extent, with a strong current boiling up at their 

western sides, and running towards the east, in which direction 

their longest dimensions lay. During the whole day this current 

remained the same; a fact whieh puzzled us, as we were ohliged 

to postpone the determination of its real nature and cause to th{, 

ensuing summer. If there were any among us who had theorie~ 

of springs lwre rising in the sea, or rivers running into it, they are 

not worth the trouhle of either detail or examination. 

Towards evening the wind came round to the northward, and fiJI' 

thermometer t(:llJ to J;r. A seal was shot, but was lost by sink jll~.r ; 

and the skeleton of the hear having been sunk in the water tIm! it 

mi,g'ht he cleaned by the marine animals, was brought up with 

some shrimps and shell fish attached, to increase onr small eo];ec

tion of spe{~jmens. This was the only perfectly clear night we had 

!'\een since our residence in these strait<;;; and, the moon being 1'1111, 

the aspeet of every thing wa","! unusually cheerful. 

The northerly breeze had blown hard, but subsided toward~ (J,I. 10, 

morning, so as to leave us a bright and clear day; the sea horizon, 

however, presenting a thiek t()g. Nothing remained standing on 

board but the lower masto;; with their rigging. An excursioll 011 

shore led us to a rude stone of a columnar form, erected hy tIlt' 

EStluimaux, but t(.lr a purpose that did not appear; and 'lie oh-

~erved the tracks of foxes. A small quantity of dear water was 
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still seen to the northward, as well as in the openings already 

mentioned; but we could conjecture no cause for this current. .In 

the day the temperature was loa, t~lning to 10° at night. The 

latitude was settled at 69° [)8' 42' and longitude 92° }' 6". 

The sky being overcast, the thermometer rose to 18°, but, even 

a.t this temperature, it did not feel cold, as the breeze was moderate. 

The ship's crew were mustered in good health, excepting R. W~an, 

who had fallen down into the engine room, yet without any serious 

Il~Jury. After church service, the men were allowed their turns on 

shore; and, intlteir walk, they set up a landmark for the ship, 

about four miles otfon the coast. The wind freshened at night, 

and the therI(lometer fell to 110. 

Oct. 1'2. 13. Therewasllo material change. The work in the ship was eOIl

tinned, and a place .fora powder magazine selected on tlw islaJul 

near us, '~hicb was' cQasequently named .i\'lagazine Island. l'llt, 

hold beingrestowed, the fuel was measured, and found to amouHt 

to seven hundred bushels of coal and coke; being, as we computt'cL 

suffieienf for the ordinary wants of the ship during the same lHllll

her of days. ." A ~omplete examination of the provisions also took 

place: ami,tlie result was, to find that there was enough tOT two 

years and ten months, on full allowance; a quantity easily made to 

cover three year~ consnmption. The quantity of oil and tallow 

was found such as to prornise a duration equivalent to that of the 

provisions; presnming, at least, on the further assistance that we 

had a right to expect from our captures of bears and seals, on sea 

and land. 

The thermometer, 011 the twelfth, was 14°, falling to 10" the 
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next day; and, again rising to 20°, it remained so tiJI late, not 

falling below 17° at midnight; the weather becoming more and 

more cloudy, with an appearance of threatening snow. W (: tlJOught 

ourselves t()rtunate in discovering here what might tum out a 

source of fresh provisions, in a large whelk, which had not been 

seen in the former voyages. Some unsuccessful attempts were 

made on the seals, and a part of the engine wa.1:; hoisted over on 

the ice. The snow, on the following day, fIdfilled it"! promise:'; 0('1. 14. 

eoming on very early in the morning, when the thermometer ros(' 

to 200, and then to 22~, falling back to 17" towards night. The 

hrass gnns were put on the i~, with more of the engine, and the 

lower deck was cleared of some spare stores, by stowing these in 

the hold. They wbo valued omens were left to speculate on the 

prophesying of a raven which flew round the ship. How far they 

did speculate, and what their prognostics were, I did not take the 

tl'Ouble to inquire: had they been either absurd or important, it 

is probable that I should have heard enoug'h of them, without 

mqmrmg. 

2c2 
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CIIAPTER XIII. 

REMARKS ON THE ACTUAL TEMPERATURE AND ON l' IlA1' OF' SEN-
• 

8ATION-PROCEED IN UGH'n:NING THE SHIP-THE E~G1~B 

FINALLY LANDED. AND THE KRUSENSTERN SECURl-:D-ROOFJNG 

OF TIU: SHIP COMPLETED-REMARKS ON '1'HI~ TEMPERATUnE

ABOLITION O}<~ THE USE OF SPIRITS ON nOARD-CONTJUVA:\!CE~ 

FOR WARMING ANI> VENTILATING THE VAPOUR BETWEEN I>ECKS 

-DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL ARRANGEMENTS MADE POJt 

WINTERING, AS R.~LATING BOTH TO THE SHIP AND TJn~ CREW. 

'I'HE snow ceased before daylight, but it blew fresh from the 

north; feeling very cold, though the thermometer was 18°; a tem

perature, which, but a few days before, had not been disagreeable. 

This difrerence is, very obviously, as it is vulgarly, explained by 

the different strength of the wind; while the immediate cause, OB 

this supposition, is too simple to require statement. But there is 

mueh more to be taken into consideration; while some of the cir

cumstances are either so little heeded, or so difficult to perceive, 

that if the rea.der is sometimes puzzled to explain the a})parent 

eontradictions in the reports on the actual heat and on that of sen

sation, they who feel that of which others read, are often not Jess 

puzzled themselves. I may as well state here, once for all, what 
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has struck me when thinking on this sut~ect; since the same eol

lision of fact.;;; is likely to be of frequent occurrence, and the reader 

wil1 be thus enabled to explain tor himself, many future statements 

of the same nature, and save me the trouble of recurring to what I 

believe to he the philosophy of this sul~ject. 

Among these considerations, is the hygrometrieal state of the 

air, of which we did not preserve any register: Lut this is not so 

simple a case as it appears at first sight. Evt!ry one knows that 

a damp air feels cold and raw; it is a better conductor of ht~at. 

Yet the same eflt~ct on the sensations is produced by the revel'S(" 

{~Oll(lition of the atmosphere. A dry air increases the evaporation 

from the botly, and that evaporation is a source of cold. (:ODl

billing one or otller of these conditions with the varying strength 

of the wiud, we already see a certain way into the intricacy of this 

fluestion; but that is not yet the 'whole, even a~ the mere atl11O

spllere is concerned. The damp air does not, necessarily and 

always, produce a sensation of coldness, and, Jeast of all, does it 

produce this effed when the weather is calm; since a fog, by 

checking the radiation of heat from the surface, may be more than. 

an etluivalent to the cold which it .. conducting power might cause ; 

while it also acts in the same direction, in anotber manner, by 

cbecking the evaporation from the body. 

]lut the state of the body itself is scarcely of less moment than 

all this, in any atteUlpt.~ to explain these apparent contradictions; 

as it complicates the whole question in a far higher degree. Every 

one knows that the sense of cold can exist in certaiu fevers, even 

uuder the bunling sun of Africa; and the same internal sensation, 
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as<Oi a low temperatnre, is of frequent occurrence from other diseases, 

and moreover from derangements of health so slight as to be un

definahle. It is far more remarka.ble, that the feeling of extreme 

eold can be present, under fever, when the temperature of the body 

is many degrees above the natural standard, and when, to the touch 

of others, the patient is burning hot; 8..". in the space of a very few 

minutes, it may appear the same to himself, though no change of 

the actual temperature has taken place. 

Thus also, if the circumstances differ, does exercise, or the want 

of it, produce sensations of tempera tn re, wIten there is nothing 

external to cause them; and the case il'l similar under want, or 

reversely, under abundance, of f()()<i. These are things which 

affect the power that generates animal heat; as the greater or ]es~ 

energy of this power is perhaps the chief eallse of an the f~lCts 

which are often so difficult of explanation under a simple regard 

to external temperature. TImt energy, too, is not the mere produce 

of food or exercise; there are cases, in which no allowance of food, 

and no exertion of the muscular powers, win suffice to preservf> a 

. high temperature in the buman body. In reality, though it is littl .... 

remarked, and, as far as I know, is 1]ot even observed by the writer~ 

on physiolGgy, the power of generating heat vari~ exceedingly in 

different individuals, and is as much a portion of the orib~nal con

stitution, as are the muscular or the mental energies. Anyone who 

IJleases may observe this in common life; it Wa..1iI always striking to 

us, illcircnmstances where the application of the test Was so often 

extreme; so that, after a little practice, it was ea.~y to 'anticipate 

who would suirer from degrees of cold which others would despise. 
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In mentioning this, I am also, in justice to the chief sufferers ill 

our crew, bound to observe, that I have myself been noted, by a 

physiologist of well-known reputation, as po~:;;essing in a very 

bigh degree, the power of generating heat, w bence too, as h ... 

infers, that indifference to cold of which J was always consciou~: 

together, consequently, with the very limited comparative sutlerin~: 

that I experienced during that long protracted winter, as I may 

fairly call it, which occupied tour of the wintrrs of .England, yet 

snch winters as .England never saw and will never cor~jecture, 

together with five summers, of which everyone would, in that 

country, be deemed severe heyond the severity of its own Januarif'~ 

amI .Fehrmu"ies. I must leave it to tile reader to judge how t~u· 

this constitution may have influenced my report~ on the t.em

perature of sensation, on many occasions; it is certain that I could 

not judge what others telt; but I could not have deSCl"ihed 'what 

I did not myself teel. 

These remark~ are not mere matters of philosophical speculatlCIII. 

nor are they qnestions of amnsement or (~uriosity alone. Tht·y 

oiler useful hint~ to those who may hen'after engage in similar 

expeditions; sinee they deserve some among the first attentions ill 

the selection of a crew. Other circulIlstances of avparent .lwalth 

and strength being equal, it is he who seems the readif'st generator 

of heat who ought to be the selected individual; for 110 OIle will 

know, until he has suffered from it, what disappointments and 

vexations and laboors, and restraints to the service. follow from the 

susceptibility of cold in the individuals who may fj}rID the crew of a. 

sqip, ona servieeiike this: to say nothing of the accidents, in mOl"" 
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titications and tit-ath, and in scurvy too, I have little doubt, which 

1ollow from the same cause. I know not, however, that I can give 

rules that will not produce disappointment, where the test of fact ... 

would be the really desirable guide. But this at least seems certain, 

that men of the largest appetites and most perfect digestion produce 

the most beat; as feeble stomachs, whether dyspeptic, as it is 

termed, or merely unable to receive much food, are ~ul~jeet to suffer 

the most from cold ~ never generating heat enough to resist it'! im

pressions. 

Physicians must determine whether the strong dlgestiYe power 

and the heat-generating one are hut parts of oue original constitu

tion, or whether the large use of food is not a cause of the production 

of heat; but what follows is at least practically true, as the reason~ 

seem abundantly plain. He who is well-fed resists eoJd hetter than 

the man who is stinted; ",'hile the starvation from eold f<.llows hut 

too soon a starvation in food. This, doubtless, explains in a great 

measure, the resisting powers of the uatives of these frozen cli

mates: tlleir consumption of food) it is familiar, being enormous, 

and often incredible. But it is also a valuable remark for those 

who may hereafter be situated like ourselves; since if these views 

are correct, as I believe them, both from experience and reasoning 

to be, it shows that no efIt,rt should be spared to ensure an ample 

supply of the best food. 

Our system, whether in the navy or the merchant service, and in 

whatever parts of the world, be it the icy seas, or the tropical ocean, 

has beal asnxed as it is uniform; and perhaps I ought lIot to 

blame those who have made regulations, when they did not knQw, 
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a.nd could not therefore take into consideration the grounds UII 

which their orders ought to have been regulated. If .the allow

ance of the food for seamen, under all possible differences of cli

lUll-te, or labour of service, teehnically speaking, has been fixed" 

and uniform, implying circumstances, and involving consequence~ 

respecting which I dare not here take room to sJWak, so, in the ea~e 

immediately before me, have we been accustomed to fix the allow

ance of f()od, to restrict it, I may fairly say, thqmgh an experit~nct' 

fouuded on filr other eireumstanees, or nnder a system calculated 

from very different data. 

The conclusion therefore in which I wish to rest, willingly a~ 

I would have extended these remarks, and perhaps then extending 

them so as to produce tlle greater conviction, is this; namely, that 

in every expedition or voyage to a polar region, at least if a winter 

J'esidence is contemplated, the quantity of tood should he increased~ 

he that as inconvenient a'l it may. It would be very desirablt· 

indeed if the men could acquire the taste for Greenland food; since 

all experience has shown that the large use of oil and fat meatill 

is the true secret of. life in these frozen countries, and that the 

natives cannot subsist without it; becoming diseased, and dying

under a more meagre diet. Nor .Io I know that ntis is impos

sible; since it is notorious that where tile patient~ in :Engli!'lh 

hospitals have been treated with fish oil for the cure of rheumatism. 

tbey not only soon learn to like it, but prefer that which is strongest 

aod most offellsive. I have little doubt, indeed, that many of the 

qllb..ppy men who have perished from wintering in these dimates, 

a.lq whose histori£'S are well known, might have been saved if they 

20 
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bad been aware of these fact~, and had conformed, as is so generally 

prudent, to the usages and the experience of the natives. 

I know not that I am safe in making another remark respecting 

th~ cOllstitutions which pecuJiarJy generate heat, because this is the 

business of physicians; but they will be ready enough to correct me 

if I am wrong. A ruddy, elastic, florid, or clear complexioned man, 

has always seemed to me better secured by nature against cold, than 

the reverse constitution; and the term itJr the former is a sanguine 

temperament, while that which is applied to the other is, a phleg

matic or a melancbolic mun: hut physicians best know how many 

species there are in this class. At any rate, the pale, and flabby, 

and sallow, and melancholy-looking men, are not the men for an 

arctic voyage; they sufier most from cold, wbatever individual 

exceptions there may be; and therdore I suppose that tht·y do 

Bot manufacture heat to the same (J,xtent as the others. If sueh 

men also are slow and melancholv in mind, as I believe to be ., 

very common, this is most assuredly an additional reason against 

employing them; for even when these feelings occur in a better 

temperamentt they diminish the power of resisting cold; as if the 

exciting passions, as they are termed, a faet which I know not 

how to doubt, led to the generation of beat, and the depres.."ing 

ones to the reverse. And this, be the theory true or not, being 

practically the fact, inasmuch as hope and confidenee make men 

bear that cold under which the timid and desponding suffer, though 

perhaps it is only that the same constitution lead..~ to both· resulb, 

producing hope and displaying energy while it ,also generates beat, 

another suggestion offers itself resp~cting the care to be bestowed on 
') 
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the crew, and the occupations which should be invented for them, 

as well as in regard to the original choice; since it thus becomes 

the interest, not Jess than the duty, of the commanding offi(~er, to 

kf".-ep np their spirits and hopes, by any means that he can con

triye; as, in doing this, he a.1so knows that he is adopting one of 

the best expedients a,~'ainst the attacks of the scurvy. 

I will only add tf. these remarlu;, what may, I tnlst, be of use to 
~ ., 

future aretie navigators, namely, that although every expedient in 

the way of elothing should he adopted for resisting the jmpressions of 

externa1 temperature, a!'l these are too well known to require detail, 

Jlothin,~' will compensate f.}r the want of the heat-generating energy. 

hut ex1ertlal )1('at; as that is hut too onen an imperfect expedient. 

It is of little use to clothe him who will not, in llimself, product' 

heat: it is like the aUt·mpt to Wfirm a pi{>ce of ice by means of a 

blankC't; b~lt it is too common a mistake to imagine tlmt the expe

dient whieh can only presen'f' Iwat is capabJe of produeing it. 

The weather continued fiue, hut the thennometf'T fell to o. \Vt-' OC\. It;. 

contimwd to lig'hten the sIJip and .~et out the hoilers. I ascended 

the highest accessihle hill to the south-west, and obtaining a good 

view, conceived that the distant. land ,vas continuous from the south-

west till it elosed in with the west f'nd of the islaml, though J could 

not be positive respectin~' ol~jeets so tiu off, HOI' be sure that there 

was not some opening. The lantl 'was v~ry rugged, and .interseded 

bv ravines, witb many small islands scattered alOHA" the shore. There .. '" , 
wa.~ still some dear water to the northward amI in tll .. inlet; hnt 

the horizon being hazy, we could not see further than Hecla and 

Fury island. The holes in the ice which we had noticed, were now 

2n2 
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frtlzen Up, and all marks of a current had, of CO\ll'~, di~aPJlf"...arf>d. 

(11'1. 1 i. A strong north wind made the cold very severe on the following 

dAY, though the thermometer ranged betweetl ]4" and AO. A 

sing'le coal fish was taken; and I doubt if it was before known 

that this species frequented the seas so far north; if, indeed, it 

should not. prove a new one. 

O~I. I ". It wa.s a beautiful day! with ca'hll wf'ather; the thermometer was 

hetween 6° and 8°;1' but in the evenin~' it fell till it reached onf> 
'-

degree only, at seven n'dock. This 'was by very mudl the lowest 

temperature we bad yet. txperienceJ. Sunday t(~nnd alJ onr mt>Tl 

well, and hlm who had met with the accident recovprf'fI.Morf' 

than fifty lunar distances were obtained for the longitnde. Ttl(-' 

aurora was St"len in the sout.h-east. Our nets continued to hring 

up the welcome shell fish, hut not in great nnmbers. 

Oct 19. The thermometer rose a few degrees as the sun procf'f'd(-'(I to tllf' 

meridian, and, at sunset, fen to 2°. It continued ealm till evening, 

when there was a 1ight air. 'Ve again obtained lunar distances ttl 

the amount of 8. hundred and twenty, with meridian aHitmles t)f tlw 

sun and of several st.ars. A ellTonometer, intended t()r the trAnsit 

observations, was set to mean rime. In tlw cour!':t> of the evening, 

Uif!:!cirnmes belonging to t.he engine were g'ot out: and T he1i('w' the 

men fi~lt that they were fa."t riddjn.~ themselves of a nuisance; of an 

enemy, where they had reckoned on a friend. 

Oct. '20. . The fine weather (~ontirmed, and the temperature fell to two 

degrees under zero. It was our first minns, and we began to af(l'e~ 

that theeold weatlwr was reany arrived. Btltit was very toI~hlf' 

tbus far. In theconrse of the day it rose to pln~ 70
; but, at night, 
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fell again to minus 9°. The last of tile engine was hoisted out: 

may I not say that there was not one of llS who did not hail this 

event with pleasure. We could not even look at it"i fragmcnt'i 

without recollecting what it ought to have been, and what it proveU 

to be; nor without reflections, and those not kind ones, on it-

maker, when we remembered the endless and ever recurring trials 

of our patience whieh it had caused, the never ceasing labour of 

die men in its reparation, the ever renewed hopes, producing ever 

new disappointments, and the loss of temper, to most of us, I fear, 

of which it had been the fertile eause. The enemy, however, wa .... 

at last at our teet; and while it was incumbent 011 us to store it up, 

though it would ill reality be difficult to suy why, were it. not from 

that habit, or feeling, whieh rebels against ahsolute wastefulness, 

I beJieve there was not ow:' present Wl10 ever again wished to see, 

even its minutest fragment. 
'-, 

The Knlsenstern was secured yest:erday, and, at njght, an aurora 01'1. '2 L 

made its appearance. A fish whieh we believed might be a Ilew 

species, as we had not seen it before, was taken. The thermometer 

was low, ranging between plus aBd minus 4': the weather ll('arly 

calm. The erection of a roof over the ship was (~olllmenced, and 

a white fox shot. \Ve could get no luuar observations, and wert· 

not likely to procnre them again for the next: fcmr months. 

1'JlOugh the land was mud) elevated hy refi'action, this day, it lIel. :':2. 

showed us nothing new: the thermometer did not materialJy vary. 

It now became necessary to cut away the ice round the ship, in COIl

~equel'lee of her havill'g been so much lightened; that she might 

Mttle to her natural line of flotation. This being d.one:, she rose 
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nine inches; and we proceeded to build up a bank of snow and ice 

round h('l', tiJr shelter from the cold. The galley was also moved, 

aud placed in tlJe centre of the men's berths, that the heat from the 

fire mi,tdlt ht' more equally distribnted. A tank of plate iron was, 

further, placed on the upper deck, over the coppers; and, by this 

cOlltrivance, the steam, which is a constant annoyance at t11PS.~ low 

tt~Ulpt'ratures, was secured and condensed. Another raven was seen; 

and ollr fishery of whelks, though never very produetive, was con

tinued daily. 

()<'I. ~:J. .A fresh hre{'ze relltJereu the cold "ery ~cnsiblc to-day; hut its eflect 

was, ])t~vertheless, to raise the thermometer from minus no to plus 

O('t. '24. 8c 
ill the eourse of the day. This wind continued on the following 

cJay, with drift snow; the thermometer fitHing to mimls 3", and 

theu rising again as high as pIn!'; 15". This is a sure indication of 

SHOW in these climates; and accordingly a lw~H'y ntH came on at 

midnight. Some other useful alterations were this day made in the 

ship; and, among the rest, a pipe was carried from the uppt:.r cleek 

to the fire, hy means of which that wa~ easily regulated. These 

.things lJeing done, it was found t1mt a very small qnantity of fuel 

was suflieient to keep the lower deck, where the crew lived, dry and 

eomfortable, and to maintain a medium heat of about f).5\ being 

what I judged tlw most advantag'eous one. 

(Jet. :n. The snow continuing; in the mOMl'ing the thermometer rose to 18°) 

b~t began to fall at noon, and, in tllf.~ evening, was at minus 6". 

p.rayers) and exercise on shore, occupied, as mmal, their portions of 

the .present Sunday. \Ve had set a fox-trap yesterday t and to-day it 
was found robbed by the dogs. 
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Though tbe temperature was not materially ditlerent this day) tH.2 1,. 

a smart gale made the cold very severe. We therefore hastened to 

complete the roofing, which was done by means of the spare sails 

procured from the Rookwood's and the l"nry's stores: and we im

mediately found tIle advantage of this additional securjty against 

tbe cold. Other ne€<.lful arrangements on the part of the carpen-

ters and engineers, found us in-door employment, when it wa'S 

especially unsafe for inexperienced Illen to work out of the ship, 

lest t.hey should be frost-bitten. 

After continuing to blow a storm all day, the wind fell at six 0.(' ·~f. 

o'clock, and the weather cleared: after which the snow cea~, and 

it became calm. \V e w{~re thus enabled to make considerable pro-

gTess for a time in our snow fortification; but in the evening it blew 

as hard as ever, and the thermometer fell to minus 11". Thus it 

eontinued till six on the following morning, when it settled and Oct. -It:. 

deared. In the course of this day the temperature sunk to minus 

13", being the lowest that had yet occurred. 1'he ship, however, 

heing now completely hou!'ed in, we found ourselves ill a very con;-

tortable position. 

In the course of the preceding night the thermometer rose to Oct. 2'1. 

plus ,30, and, during the day, to 4"; a state of things, as I have just 

remarked, always attending snow, which accordingly fell in eon

siderable quantity. On the following duy, the drift ,vas so great Oct. 30. 

that we could not proceed with Ollr embankment. The changes in 

the temperature were not so remarkable as to need recording here; 

but I must. remark. that on this, as on almost every preceding' occa-

sion, the barometer indicated the comins' gale. A white fox ,vas 

taken in the trap, alive. 
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Oct. :1I. The wind blew still harder, and the thermOineter. feU t;o.~ip",~ 
Hr, At sunset there was a large hal03 being but the second that 
we had seen; it was, however, only a white one. There was after

wards an aurora to the southward. The tops of the mountaios 

were considerably bared of their snow by tbe gale: but the contrast 

of their dark rocks with the whiteness around, only served to render 

the aspect of this winter landscape more ·desolate. The poor fox was 

accidentaBy strangled: only, however, anticipating _ a fate which 

we should have been obliged to inflict hereafter, though we did not 

then foresee it. 

W'e had, on this ~ay, completed the first month of our imprison

ment in this dreary and miserable country, and were naturally led 

to compare our present condition with those of preeeding voyagers, 

and to make some general remarks on various matters, the most 

important of which I may now record, as briefly as may be. 

I may first note, that in this climate, unlike to Sweden and Nor

way, tbe degree of the temperature bears little or no relation to the 

latitude. This will be sufficiently evideJlt by the brief comparative 

table which Ihere insert, relating to our own mean for this.month 

and those which had been formerly found at Melville island, "linter 

island, Igloolik, and Port Bowen. It is 110t however a very accu

rate comparison; because, in these cases, the temperatures we,r~ 

observed on board the ships, not on the ice; wbile the allQwatlce 
·4 If " :" .• 

of t~ degrees for tb~t di1ferenceis far f .. ~m,s~cie~t ~.lllY o)V~ 
", ; \,,' '," ' .,,' ,) , .' 

~~~~~n~~~howing that it may aQlQuut toe'\f:lt~ 
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These are the facts in question: 

Vic~ry's position 

Mel ville island 

Wiuter island. 

IgJoolik . 

Port Bowen. 

Lat. Long. Mean Temp. of 
1----------1--------·--

(ift 59' O(J" ! 92° 0 I' ()(jN 
i 

74u 47'20fl UO" 4~' 7' 

660 11'27' 830 II' (1 

Oct. 1829 

Do. 1819 

Do. 1821 

. + 8", 43 t 

_ (r, {)()t 

+ 9\ 51 t 

69° 20'308 8r b2'4(Y no. 182'J + !t, 79 t 

73" 13' 4(1 88' 54' 48° ])0. 1824. . + 10°, Bf>t 
• 

In the next place, comparing our progress with some preceding 

ones, it was true that we had not reached so far westward as 

Melville island; but we had wrought our way through as mueh 

ice, since the extent of this navigation had been 240 geographical 

miles, as our progress had also be~m a very 1aborious one, and not 

a little hazardous on more tim n one occasion. 

It was now, further, (]uite ascf'rtnined tlmt the tides cmne from 

the northward, and were both later and lower when the wind was 

fmlll the south. 'Ve had seen no whales for the last sixty miJ2s, 

and had never fitllen in with a walrus. 

I funuerly melltionol the quantity of provisions and fUf·l that we 

had remaining, which were compnted to last till August, IH32. 

But there was only one year's allowance of spirits, wlli('h was a 

su~ject rather of congl'atulation than otherwise, since there call 1)(-' 

no question of their pernicions efi(~cts in these frozen elimates; one 

oftbose heing, I have no doubt, to increase the tendency tn scnrvy. 

It was necessary, however, that what we had should be rt'st'rvt~d tiJl' 

the futare parties on land ex<.mrsiolls, where it might otten prove of 

cOI:lSicierable, jf temporary service; or, as might become necessary, 
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f'Or our use in case of shipwreck, and our being condemned to .. ~. to 

the boats; since this article would then be \'aluable not merely as an 

article of diet, but as fuel; or, tinally under the chance of our being 

unable to liberate the ship in the spring, and being tbus compelled 

to continue our investigations by land. Orders were accordingly 

given to stop the use and allowance of grog; while it was very 

satisfactory to find that these were received without remonstrant-'C. 

Our roofing had' been perfected in this month; but it still re

mained to complete our embankment, and to cover the upper deck 

with snow. More arrangeult:llt<s than those yet noticed had also 

been made in the interior of the ship, by constructing a room ,in the 

place of the steerage, to receive the men's ehests and the apparatus 

for cooking and baking; while copper fiues were carried from them 

round the whole apartment, in order to convey away the vapour. 

Over the steam kitchen, oven, and after pasSt:'lge, apertures were 

made in tbe upper deck, on which were placed iron tanks with 

their openings downward. In these the va.pour was received, and 

became immediately condensed: but though we rather expeeted 

that we might have drawn it oft' in the shape of water,aud bad 

eontrived means accordingly, we found it so generally frozen that 

these were of no use. 

. ',. We found this last contrivance to be the best that had' yet" been 

adOpted; and chiefly as, by keeping theapartment·of .the 'Crew dry, 
it saved the' necessity of forcing up the temperature,' as ,had·· been 

done <itt 40tmet ohmsioni, for the pu-rpose of" k:eepinPJ:tbe >vapodr 

adoat till it~:was ·.rondensed,·on the beams ·;and ,'declt;";'JJh'$,,toG, 

involveti'a f(l'eati'savina- of~fiiel: since we'fMBd:,that(:a.temoe~ 
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between40"and5(JI' was sufficient tO'make the place dry, l\tan}), 

nd comfort.able, whereas it had, in the Rhips that preceded Il~, 

been necessary to carry it as high as 7.(t. 

',The regulations adopted on other matters were the fol1owing; 

and I point them out, that future adventurers in this country may 

gain,' without labour, the experience which had now heen pur

chased by many sllccessive voyages. It win easily he seen how 

much of all this was directly useful, for some ~me or other specifi(~ 

purpo.~, and how tiu- the 'intention was to find occupation for the 

minds of the men, 3\1d exercise for their bodies. 

The men slept in hammocks, which were taken down at six in 

the morning, and hung IIp at ten at: night, beiug also aired twice a 

week. The lower deck, being the dwelling floor, was covered with 

hot sand every morning, and scrubbed with sand till eight, when 

the men hreakfa..~ted. l\fonday was settled in future as the washing 

day; and this operation being finished by noon, the linen was dried 

at the stove. 1'be upper deck having heen at length covered with 

snow two feet an<1 a half in thickness, it was trod down till it beeanw 

a ,solid mass of ice, and wa!' then sprinkled with sand, ~o as to put. 

on· the appearance of a rolled gravel walk. Above this, was the 

roof already mentioned, of which the canvas sides were continued so 

low -as to cover those of the ship. The surrounding bank of snow, 

heingoompleted, reached to the ship's gunwale, so that the union 

of this "with the roef formed a I.erfect shelter from an wind, and 

tBulNexdnded, very materially, the impres..,ions of the external cold. 

In ',tbe·I&ll.e manner 'there was acoverillg of snow to the cabin deck, 

~,:theskylight was"titted with double sashes: but the way from 

2F.2 
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tbf' cabin to the deek was not closed, f.lince tbe frost was not yet so 

intense as to render that necessary: the inner' dOOMOl were merely 

fitted with ropes and pulleys. 

'Vith respect to the arrangements below, a communication wa~ 

made from the steerage to the fore part of the space hetween decks, by 

means of a door leading first to an antechamher screened off hy 

canvas, and then to a space, similarly ahout five feet square. Into 

this last the men d(tseended immediately from the deck: and tllU~ 

passing tile antechamber into the dwelling apartment, they were 

not exposed to allY sudden cbange of temperature. In this way, 

after first ridding tbemselveli; of snow, they were compelled to leave 

all their dresses, which might still contain snow or moisture, in the 

first division, or cham her; thence advancing into the canvas apart ... 

ment, whid) further served as a guard to prevent the entrance of the 

cold external air into the steerage, their dwelling place. 

])uriilg the day, including the spa.ce hetween six in the monling 

and nine at night, the steam kitchen was found sufficient both for 

warmth and cooking; and, in the night, the baking oven served the 

. ~ame purpose, while it also heated the sand for the morning>s use. 

As it is a pernicious plan, being a very clumsy and inconvenient 

one, even in the domestic arrangement~ of England, to supply, from 

the doors, the air required for the fires, I caused a large copper 

pipe to be brought from without to the fireplace. Thus, not only 

was the external air prevented from making a cold "draught» 

through the room, but the pipe itself became' sllfficiently WarnlM 

to assist iu keeping dry the air within thisprineipalapariJftebt:- ' 

By these means the vapour was ertabledmore'eaflily ··toa8CeJid 
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and. settle i~ tbe. e"temal condensers, instead of becoming water in 

tbe room jt~lf; while, what was not less important, the fires werf~ 

kept hurning with a unifi)rm degree of strene.rth. In proof of the 

etfe(~t of the. utility of the condensers, I may now remark that it was 

our practice to clear them out every Saturday, and that the quantity 

of ice tbey contained averaged about a bushel a day: tlte repre

sentative of a quantity of vapour first, and of a (~oITesponding 

proportion of water afterwards, that would n.ot only bave heen 

extremely annoying hut truly perniciou,s. 

,In continuation of OUf wintering system, every atom of rigging 

was taken down, cleaned, marked, and stowed away. In arrangillg: 

the dutie.') and the victualling of the men, the following plan was 

adopted; the whole crew being divided into five watches. The 

three leading mates, the engineer, and the harpooner, had, each, 

with one seaman, the eha.rge of the deck in their respective tunis: 

th(~ir duty being, to keep a look out respeeting fire, wi1d animuJs, 

a.nd natives, to register the direction and strength of the wind, with 

the appearallces of the sky and weather, and the temperature, as 

well as the state of the tides and the occurrence of auroras. The 

officers, with their servant-;, the carpenters, the armourers, and the 

(look, had sufficient other dutie.'" in their respective departments . 

. The breakfast, of which the hour has been already mentioned, 

(;o:nsi~c.l of cocoa or tea; and the dinner was at noon. \Vhen the 

w:~.er" permitte4 any . thing to. he done out~ide of the ship, the 

tp#n wpr~~, ~rthatlUeal, till three or four o'clock: wbile, when 

tba~;W~.jlU~i1>le?j.bey were obliged. to walk for a certain number 

~.l~9\QI'$.1>ndeck, . h#neatb the roof. Their tea was at five o'dock ; 
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and, after this, they attended an evening school,oommencing at six~ 

and lasting till nine; which being closed,and the hammocks slung, 

they retired to bed at ten. 

On Sunday, no work was allowed.. The men were mllstered, and 

inspe<:,1:ed in their best clothes, by ten olclock, after which there 

were prayers and a sermon. To occupy the remainder of the clay, 

there was a collection of tracts which had been presented to us by 

.Mrs. J~nderby, of l}lackheatb, proving a judicious as well as a useful 

gift. But, at six tbere was a Sunday school: the occupation on 

this evening being the reading of portions of scripture by the 

men, while the day was concluded by psalms and by the lessons 

appointed in the liturgy. Of the good effect of this syst.em of reli

~rious duties and of instruction, I could entertain no doubt; for the 

men seemed truly to feel that they all belonged to one f.'lmily: 

~vineing lllutua) kindness, with a regularity and tranquillity of 

behaviour which are not very general on board of a ship. 

The days of baking for the men were on Sundays and Thurs

days, and those for the officers every other evening exduding Sun

days: al1 thes.e regulations having regard . to the collateral uses 

we might derive from tbe heat ne<'''essary for those purposes. The 

allowance of provisions to .the men and the officers, issued for 

f~w·teen days, is seen in the followiugtable. 
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..4cC~rd1of the Daily Preportion of Pro",isions served to 18 llien for 14 Days. 

Week Days 

1 Sunday •. 
2 Monday . 
3 Tuesday . 
4 Wednesday 
5 Thursday. 
6 Friday •. 
7 Saturday. 
8 Sunday .. 
9 Monday. 

10 Tuesday . 
11 Wednesday 
121'hursday. 
IS Friday .. 
14 Saturday . 

Total. 

63 64 

13l 

63 64i 6 

Besides this, vinegar was served as it was required; but, more 

rarely, preserved soups, as it was thought best to reserve them iOr 

the coldest weather, or for particular occasions. There were also 

leDlons and tamarinds for those who might be lIDwell . 

. ~This portion of the ship's duty appertained to Mr. 'Il1om, who 

had also the charge· of the log, as master not less than purser; 

together with that of the barometer: and its attached thennometer. 

Thechrooomeiers were now under the charge of Commander· Ross; 

who also took a joint duty with lnyself in the navigation and the 

diWerent c1assesef observation: with the further undivided COlU

ntand.OVer the department of natural history. 
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:l16 SECOND VOYAGE 01<' DISCOVERY 

CIIAPTER XIV 

THE MONTH COMMENCES STORMY ANn COLD-IMPROVEMENT IN 1'1'~ 

PROGRESS-REMARKS ON THE THERMOMETER AND nAROMETER

OCCURRENCE OF A' SPLENDID AURORA BOREALIS-SUMMAR\, 0,., 

THE MONTH. 

~l' HE most severe storm that we had yet experienced came on this 

day; bursting suddenly from the north, with a heavy fall of snow, 

and the thermometer under zero. Sunday was spent as usual, except 

that it was impossible to take exereise on shore. There wa.s au 

Nov. 2. aurora at night, but not brilliant. The gale then subsided, and 

was followed by a fine day: when, although the temperature was 

at miuus 14°, the cold was by no means (iifil8.greeable. Though t,be 

distant horizon was not very clear, we could see tbat the ice was 

partially broken up by the storm; some dear water appeariug in 

the soutb.-eastern quarter. In the evening.of this .day the wind came 

to the westward, and there was another aurora, of short duration. 

Nov. 3. There w~ no material change of wind or weatber this day~the 

tberJqometer being at minus 9". We found traces of foX'eS during'. 

our walk on shore. More was done towards completing Qltr snow 

fortification; and I believe most readers now .know., tbat th~·irozen· 
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SftOw.:.'eui-i:lntf,:;masse8' resembling squared stones, and applied in 

thesame~'lD_ller, as the cement is formed of water. On the fourth, NO\'.4. 

there was InGW again, during the whole day: the thermometer 

rose-~zero\;, faUing again, in the night, to minus IO~. We had 

DOW ooased .. to take the shellfish:tOr some days. 

i.\ The morning was fine, and as is then tlDusual, the temperature Nov. 5. 

got up to minus r. Four willow partridges were ki1led. On the 

following day the.·win<i was fresh from the noothward, but not so Nov. G. 

cold,.to impede· tbenecessary work. Au examination of the con

t_users. proved that tlley ·collected, jointly, a busbel of ice in the' day, 

as I noticed in the summary of last month to be the expected quan-

tity ~ and we could not but be highly pleased at reflecting, that had 

it not, beeuitor the (..'OUection'and condensation of this bushel, we 

sbewtl llave.beeD$urselves the'condensers, and been involved in va

pouraudintemai'rain, to an equivalent amount, all the twenty-foUl' 

hours,! It,is:always desirable to be Telieved from suffering; but it is 

infinit61y more gntifying, when we know that we have been hen~ 

.. titedby, the exevtionolOllf-owu invention and industry~ These' are 

among"tbetrne ,rewards·of ex-el"tion, in:aUtbe circumstances of life; . 

astit:the.lf.oengratulati&n which follows is more than I)ardonable. 

:1(:"iln,.te'~:a'~'bmskwitld'froIntbe Dortb...eut,with much drift, l'\ol'.7. 

_W} l .... fBiiceN .oot}·tri1\led::to 'kill two .·ptal'migans ; -but; notwith-
..... _ ..... l:.hreeze:fromtbis ·qua.l'tm',ithe ,thermometer rose to 

.... 3;if;~t::i~I~ .. 6tithesevacillati()nsin .the·;heat were not 

~. ···.....t~blet<!·.e:~~kaewl :m!luerau"" ·.'what,a -peculiar wind ...".~ ~'~". 'e- a'FJ' ..... i.~'(_,_~ .. ~:.y·$booldraise the tempera;.. 

~~S;.~.:.,!"';:.l:of~,""'~ •• :tbe:' lair· comparatively, warm,;and 

21<' 
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why also we oug'ht to expect the severestoold with" a '1lleatsky. 

But a11 ollr causes sometimes·failed us ; and lOaD ORlyJlOM('con
cJ ude, as I did then, that OUT knowledge of theatroospbere and its 

conditions is as yet not sufficient to explain even the changes of 

temperature; failing us, ali; it does", in every'thing else, wbenwe 

attempt to lay down those general rules, without the certainty of 

which, there is no sound knowledge. 

Nor is this less,true of wbat has been deemed most certain, 

namely, the changes in the barometer ; and if ·what we had occa

sion at different·times to 'oUseI'Ve, bt, at presentinexplicabJe,iI coo 

only remind my'philosophieaJ reo.del"s, tbatit has often, and amply, 

been . confirmed , by the reports.of La P~rouse and"the-experience,of 

navigators beyond number. The mercury lias 'risen wben it should 

have fallen;· and it has sunk when there W&.1ii present every rea..~o}J 

that has been assigned for its rise. It bas faUen witbwinds trom 

the east and the north; and also (f~r this bas been. aFeasongivt'll 

ror its rise) with winds from tbeland; while it has risen under the 

reverse eircnmstaooes, being the received ones for its fan. Thus 

has a low barometer bFOUght fair .• weatber,and ,a higb.·oneraiB; 

while I have also seen· ji. fall, with an east wind, .bringiag violent 

rain, when, on :ooming round to the west,the mercury JlOBe, even 

more tbaRhalfan inch, witbin a very short time, and·witJt nne,and 

settled weather. In a nautk-al view,tbese,must·i.D4eed be 00I.lSi
deted:8S exceptions: I should be very 8(9rr.r"'_oo8',others,~ 

)lot!;this',instrument still rOf··much use·on'~ Of.jp!t'f'~' 

miliese:.seu and those seasons iR:_hich 8Uddea~_+rif.t_,,~ 

arise; but iitts prognostics .iare nut :ah!Jc4Ut't%~~'DOtJtheF4fare ~ush 
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as.te be, an eXiCUse f.'inatteRtionto other· circums.tances, or for the 

emUs .. , 'Ofool'lstant ·watcbfulheM· iat seo; . so must it ,be recollected, 

that,'m .phil.-pby, such e»eeptions prove our ignoi'anoe of laws 

wbich)'w~ pretend tokoow. It is a'silly maxim, as it is a false 

oae,'popularly rooted QS it is, that the exception proves the rule; 

the/$lightest exert16n of common sense should show ,that nothing 

can be a Jaw in philosophy if it admit~ but of one exception. 

'.:Onthepreceding evening, the wind blew bard from the north- Nov. 8. 

west ; but the~moming of Sunday was beautiful, with a: brilliant 

sky, wit bout a. cloud. Divine service·was performed, and the exer

ciseon shore was ·enforced as on former occasions: ·this· being 

intended as a standing order· for every Sunday on which it might 

be practicable. AU werewell, except the armOUl'ef', whose con

stitution could not :bear the c1imate. He ought not, indeed, to have 

been witIFUS; having been destined for our consort, the John. as 

the ;a.rmoorer of that ship was intended for the Victory. Unluckily; 

tbatman wasGn~~f those who joined the mutineers; and though J 

had intended to send the present ailing and feeble person home by 

the first whaler that we should meet, not one had fallen in our way 

. 'Fhe irreweather .c&ntinued., with the thermometer at minus 10° Nov. 9. 

A .• hooiibg party.chad no success; seeing merely some hares,and the 

.18ck,ofa·'·bear."··On'the next day the same party·wastIDon driven Nov. 10. 

ittJiDy· •. e;~08Iieterfalling to minus 2ft, though the weather 

eetinuedJfil1e~r,")'At night it was 22° minus; being the· lowest yet 

~i'~;:il.ttae.~mWdJeofthenextday it came ,to blow, and, in Nov.ll. 

fIhIj"_'i'~;()f llinowfell ;. iooth·the force of the gale and 

"~~;i&t'lj._li~ till' midnight. Thus we were pre-

2F2 
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vented from getting some occultations by ,tMii01OO1l".jn ~aJirtJ~\:QD 

which we had ca1eulated,aad'furwbich we had. madft .~_. 
Nov. 12. After blowing with inerea.3ed,fary, the.gale J~ecame,~me\vjMt 

more moderate towards the evening. It is~wort'Y .6f.r~rk, . that 

the range of the tbermometer, in the last, tbirty-six,bou .. .s"wa.s,4i~. 

If the ice was at aU brolum .up by this gale;dit~,~~ 3 matter wbiGb 

we had no means of discovering, as there were .llQW but ;three ,hours 

of daylight. But it was likely; for the windooming from tbe nQfth

east to the south-east in the evening, there was anunust;l;:tl high tide, 

and the ice near us bunt open with a tl'~lu\,.ondQus . .noise, ~rn~ttiJJg ,tut! 

water above it. The thermometer at midnight was ashigb as 26" plus. 

I\(". 1~. The temperature did UGt begill 1:Q fall tiUafternoon on tbisuay, 
and then very gradually. This was a long duration ofw}~t may lJt. 

called a high he-at at this season of the year; since it had beenabovt' 

24° plus, for 'about eighteen hours: but the more remarkable iitct.is, 

that there was a north~terly wind aU the time; confirming tbe ob

serva,tions I have just made respecting the ... ·bsc~, ·causes llY ,w l)ich 

temperattlJ!e is regnlated.Acool'ding ta. general experience in these . ' 

regions, the <'.old oll.'gbt to lmvebeen severe." ,As: to the ~9metrjca) 

observations them!.lelves,tbere can be no doubt.,oftb~~:~c~acy,\~ 

cause they were made on shore" remote from tbein:fluence ofthesJ;lip, 

while' too instruments were tbe same tbathatl been;~.()n,fo.fUtl:!r 

e*J:reditions.ltwas almost amusing to fi,ndthe ,"'~Q::;OOtIlplaia~ .,·Qf the':heat ;andj with: the snow that NtJj·t~,,:w; .. ,J!P_,::~:' 

N~IV. 14. ThimghOUT sport was·.jthout ·any SQ~",tt.eir,~~\~~~~ 
$tlD t,o;..day:i'and the deatuess,.of *e'air;~ ;~.~._1"1jml~'~',,,,(. 

ofteB visiteGy.,pveme a:m()re,exte~~_.--'tJgqi'*-. 



I'bad<if.r\(er;yet;iobtained;; displaying a range of mountains mort' 

·"_"'b'n:t~ whieltiwe had yetleeB. The cc>louring was ad
nMrable this· day, as it bad, beeB".{or ashQrt period iu the afternooll 

:~fore.; 'i,~lt was not only that the :olouds and the sky in the south 

~tedallthoserich summer tints .of evening whicbare occasion

.Uy seen in our own country,.atld those hues contrasted by the deep, 

da.rk, calm p1U'}>leof.the northern horizon, but, in addition to the 

aerial tintsaud reflections .of the snow of tbelll{)untains, elnu}ating 

or: exceeding tboseon the clouds, tbe bills near the SUll were often 

splendid.witll prismatic colours as it ,pas~ along them in its c~)Urse. 

In reality, the noonday sun of these regions i$au evening SUIl; and 

it is not surprising, therefore, that its whole diunlal progress exhibits 

but tbeappearances of a similar sun in our own latitudes. I had 

reason to believe, from the colour of 'the sky, that there was some 

open ,sea to thenGrthward: and we ;CQuld distinctly see Qne clear 

space ofa.oont a. mile ill diameter~ nQt a very great way from ns, 

together with some smaller pools, the effects of the late storm. 

1'he weather continued oalm, and not cold; since the ther1l10111~- ~ov. l,,). 

terdid·not fall lower than r, and rose ~ high as 8
Q

• A very litt1~ 

snow fell:· but.,ou shore, the valleys and ravines were already quitt· 

,Qledi ,.,the iarl.rger part of .,the bills and o( the other ground ill 

. :general~was''CQv~; ... only a solitary bl~ck rock.appearing here and 

i~,i:l,,~~'gale,bad acted with ·most violeDce~. Traces of 

'~i.';bI:tes,:;Wtere ~ seen every day, by the ,parties on .shore; 

\"'flt_i,~ .... U{i,~he..,Sundaywas spent as usual. .The sUll had not Nov. 16. 

~""tY~Y~'-.nd. :Q~tber,,>SUI1Dor moon was visible this ~y : 
~."th.:~~,.:)'.mil".; .. \.,.In. tlae;uigbt, bowever, it fell to 

.miaWl 4°_" andcontiuued .Jleariv the same:. on this day. 
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Nov. 17, On Monday, the seventeenth ofN(}vernber,a'vetysinguliFa,~~ 

ance of the sun occurred, With a:n 'ctfect too incredible and absum"to 

admit of representation, splendid as it was to the eye. The centre 

was darkened by a cloud, while the circumference wassnrrotlnded 

hy a belt, under which the rays shot out in such a manner as to give 

it the semblance of a star of the order of the Bath. If there was 

anyone on board who imagined that this appearance was ominous 

of that, or any oth~ knighthood, to any of tIS, the secret was kept; 

fortunately for the prognosticator, who might have lost his fame by 
trusting to a fallacious omen ; t.bough, by a ~ery singular coincidence, 

it ha" been accomplished 'on the very day that the correction of this 

sheet, in passing tbroughthe press, enables me to add it~ fnlfilment. 

Nov. 18. It was still mild; but, from the forL'eof the wind, there wa.~ 

enough drift,on the hills, to prevent shooting: the thermometer 

reached plus 7° at midnight. Our school was completely organized, 

Nov. 19. for instruct jon ill reading~ writing, arithmetic, mathematics, and 

navigation; and the men being divided into classes, the necessary 

materials and books were distributed. 01Jtdf the eighteen, three 

. had not learned to read and write; but the want of arithmetic was 

very general : the three mates were capable of commencing witb 
aStronomy and naVigation. No compulsion was here necessary; an 

were volunteers; and the school hours always terminated 'by reading 

twoehapters from the bible, together with the evenmg'psalms. ..; 

Nov. 20. Ttiere'1uid been neither sun, moon, 'nor stats fuibe'~tJth. tW(): 

last days, and the weather still continued gl()otny:'WitI ... titt!~rmntfi 
a1Hlles~l'·snoW'. The thermometer reached 9" ,'antt~;':\«vett#ed" ~5" 
during' thetwerity-four hours. . A 'Whitei~ha~_tfI(jt:'/ The:ibll:;/' 

Nov. '21. lowing morning was equaUy dull and clark, with occasional snow; 



~l,l ~~,J~l~1 ~e"h~r ap~raJlce, once or twice, for a very 

.n;:time .... '., 4t .,midpigl;lt, the:" temperature fell to minus 10. A 

f~le fqx: was· taken ,in tb~trap tp-.day, and was brought ol1Uoard 

fOl'the purpose of beiqg tamed.. A very faint aurora. was seen in 

theS9,uth-eastern horizon. 

Sunday .was calm ~d clear, with the thermometer as low as Nov. 1:1.. 

minus 9°. In tbe course of their walk after service, the men found 

the tracb of reindeer, but nothing more. On Monday the thermo- Nov. '23 . 
• 

Jueter continued falling till it reached minus If). Intending to pur-

sue the tracks of yesterday's reindeer, Commander Ross proceeded 

for a certain distance along shore, and thus found, for the first time, 

Olat the south-west point of the nearest land was insulated from the 

main by a channel leading to the westward, but without being able 

to ascertain how far it penetrated. The wind shifted to the south

ward; and tbemen found work in extricating the engine boilers, 

which,beingon the ice, bad been p~tially buried in a new layer 

formed by the breaking through of the water a few days before. 

An overca....,t sky caused the thermometer to rise a few degrees, but Nov. 24. 

tbe change was only temporary. There was enough of work for. 

tbe day, in cutting out the various ironwork of the engine, as well 

as thewhw,e bQat, which was in the same predicament. A cain} 

® tbe island, in~nded as a guide to the ship for, tbos~ who might 

lose .t~~il:'" w ... ,., '.~~ . completed ; and a, thermometer, constructed 

P9~J.tf (Of us, was fixed on it.· There was a brilliant aurora to 

~e,${;)"~~ElSt,~x~ll~ing its red radiance as far as the ze~lith. The Nov. ·l,S. 

~iwJ.,~M~t~,!;~~,~e,followingd<ly,and tbere was a still mQre 

~f~ o~j~. 1:4t}i",e~~~ng_~r~ing in splendour 1Jll midnigbt, 


