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me as betore, to the great alarm of l'oo-yet-tah,· who C'cllled to 

Itle to rt:tunl to the same shelter., But 1 had time for a 0001 aim; 

and it immediately tell, on the discharge of both lJarrels, but not till 

it was within five yards of me. The sight of his fitllel1 enemy made 

my companion scream and dance with joy, and Oil bis (,"OJOing up, 

it was dead; one ball having passed through the heart, and the 

otber having shattered to pieces the shoulder joint. He wa.;; lost in 

astonishment at the effect orthe fire-arms; first carefuHy examining" 

the holes which the balls had made, and pointtng out to lIle that 

~ome of them had passed quite through the alliuml. But it 

W8..'i the state of the broken shoulder which most surprised him; 

nor would it be easy to fhrget his look of horror and amazement, 

when he looked up in my tace and exclaimoo "Now-ek-poke!" 

(it is broken.) 

We had now been eighteen hours without any retreshmellt, 

and I naturany, therefore, expected that my ti·jend would have 

lost no tim~ in extracting a dinner out of the ox. I had how

ever done him i1uustice: his prudence was more powerful than 

his stomacl\~ He was content with mixing some of the warm 

blood with snow, thus dissolving as much as he required to quench 

his thirst, and then immediately proceeded to skin the animal: 

kDowir~g very well, wbat I might have recollected, that the ope

ration "would sbortly become impossible, in consequence of the 

severity of the coW, Which would soon freeze the whole into an 
I, 

impracticable lJl88S. For the same reason, he divided the carcase 

into four parts ;aiterwards disposing of the pauncb aDd intestines 

ill tile tame maDDer, their contents being previously separated. 

I dido.,t ,bef".-ekilow,.., that they did no. eat these as well as th~ 
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,~alogous matters of the reindeer; . al)d could ~onlyconjectu.re; that 

,&,1 this season of the year, theplanf!$ on which the musk,.,,,· feeds 
were disagreeable to their taste. In the reindeer, the matter8fouftd 

iu their stomachs are considered a great delicacy; aad however 

ollr own might revolt at a vegetable di.4ih cooked in this .manner., 

tbis forms a very useful and salutary ingredient among their gross 

aqimal diet, since it is scarcely possible for them to collect 8.8, 
eatable vegetables by tbeirOWD exertions. 

As we were unable to carry off' our prize, we were obliged to 

Lmild a snow but ovp.r it, after wbich, setting up marks to enable us 

to find it again, we set out qll our retuFnto the .place wbere we bad 

left our companions. In the way, wediseovere48Jlotber ox about 

a quarter of a mile off, under the face of a precipice, but were far 

too fatigued to think .ofpursuing it. The guide, however, assured 

me that this was UfDU consequence, since it would remain there for 

some time, and we mjghteasily go after. it in the morning. 

April 29. We reached the. hut that had been built, at five in the morning 

of the twenty-niath, hungry and fatigued enough to find a very 

ferious enjoyment in a hot supper and rest. W ~ had bjPugbt away 

some of the beef, and foun4~'a"ceedingly good, not having, at this 

season of the year,tbe, least.davour of musk. In August, at l\iel

viUe ~land,()n a former'oecasion, this taste was very offensive: and 

it is only consonant to oth« ~perience in many animals, to SU~ 

pose tbat,thise~ctta~plac::e in the ruttil1g seaSOD. Myobser .. 
vatiollS here, ~e the latitude 700 

3f)' 49") and the long~ 

0" 38' ·~w~(l~i~ship . 
. We ~.:Qot\';":'''' .., .. :,Fm.x:tba,n fo"r Or ave .hQu«S,' .• h$l(;. 

were awoke ,h1r.~r:08bto£ p.,.."et ... tak-· . ..t'"t8e.'.,_kiaa'i:Of. 
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~sin ftlll cry: On inquiring of the boy, he informed me that 

our guide and hunt~maD had crept .ont of the hut silently, about 

an hour before, and wa~ gone in pursuit of the ox which we had 

MeeD on the preceding day. In a: ~hort time he returned., and told 

.u.s tbathe had found the animal grazing on the top of the hin, that 

he had advanced upon it by tbe only accessible road, keeping him

self in the middle of his dogs, and that he had done this with so 

much rapidity, that the creature finding no other mode of escape, 

had thrown it')elf oyer the precipice. • 

On going to the spot, we a.teordingly found the carcase in the 

place which he bad mentioned,· exceeding1y mangled by the fall, 

which had exceeded thirty 'feet, while the place which it bad ",truck 

was an irregular block of granite. As far as U8e was concerned, it 

WM however no worse than if it had been uninjured; and the same 

operations were therefore repeakd: the whole day being after

wards occupied in this work, and in bringidg the meat to our hut. 

This, however, left me leisure for my observations; and the 

morning proving fine, I was successful in making them. Among 

other thin!,,,, I thus ascertained that our present place was about 

forty miles from the ship, in a dir~tion north ]9Q west. In the 

afternoon, there arose a strong breeze with drifting snow; so that 

we were glad to have recourse to tbeliJheJter of our hut, and thus 

also made our dinner at a much earlier hour than usual: getting 

into Mlr fur bags shortly after, that we might ensure a good night's 

rest. 
ItbJew so banl a gale from the north during the whole day, April3r), 

that We were unRhh!' to Jeave the hut; which 'ga've us an opportu-

ftity 'of MIlle tloD-.tiolf'witb uur guides and :companions, and 

2z 
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W1ikh I made use of in endeavouring to e~tract fttm.. 'tbt* *' 
ftrl~r history of' tile event which had led to our dissensions; 'and 

of their feelings and proceedin~ in consequence. 

Poo-yet-tah himself was eq1'laHy anxious to explain! so that it 
wali; scarcely necessary for me to name the subject. Having com

menced, he proceeded in his tale With so much rapidity and 

'Vehemence, that it at first seemed to me as if he had fe-excited hifJ 
anger on this fmbject,and that we were now likely to renew a 

quarrel which had heen suspended, not settled. I soon found, 

'however, that al1 this energy'Wa~tbel'~sult of his anxiety to con
vince me that ltis friends were not in reality to blame, that they 

had acted under what tbeyhelieved a conviction 'of our treachery, 

or wicked illterference,and that we ought JlOW to be perfectly 

reconciJed, since we bad e~culpated ourselves to their satisfaction. 

The peacemaker was ~en the more praiseworthy, that I mistook 

tIle energy of his eloquence on the amiable side, for a renewal of 

hostilities and ·a declamtion of war. 

In spite, too, of their'1I1Uttbert roD that occasion, and of their evi ... 

dent in~ntionto att.ack;'theyihreimpressed with a strong feeling 

of·our superiority; an impteMi6» Whittlwe were, aU, natur'&:11y, most 

desirousofculti'fatdtg; :siOOe'ft~~;mt 'Iess 8 grouDd of respect, 

M ,it I1IUlste'Jer be among rbdi0,llltkiM, than' a tower' of defence to 

,-'und.er the:llUi1lerieil'cl~ee~A Oorse)ves and this eol

J.eetednation. Under this 'cOllllVictien,' 'he' 'thanked me frequently 

for Dot killing Idsfatber,·. 01:' breaking .his shoulder as·I had d~ 

that '0'" ~¥.vWbiLrbe''stiU Seemed to,' fear, that-~_il 
returbe4"to ;tlJ~~._' .. nlaliOltibt _me .... ' ... 11~v."r 
• course, tG~~~tii*'fhat'n_bilfg,·Ofthiit.tI/tMda, et.~. 
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bappen, that we were, all attached to his people, and desired 

_Qtbiql $O~uch as to continue mends ;Q,nd with these assuranoos 
be seemed satisfied. 

If the remQ,inder of our conversation was not highly interesting, 

it .will at last serve to convey some ideas respecting the usages of 

$hese people. I was at first surprised to hear my guide Poo-yet-tah 

~l .fow-weet-yah his fatber; since, to my eye, there were not many 

y-ears of ditference in age. On asking the reason, I was informed 

th~ he was only the step-father, and that he was even the second 

in tbiS'relation wbich Poo-yet-tah bad possessed ; while both of 

them were such during the lifetime of bis own father, who bad 

taken another wife and left his own to the first of these two. It 
was, however, an amicable separation. The man had desired f() 

migrate to the westward, and the wife, on tbecontrary, preferred 

staying among her own relatioQS; they therefore separated, a short 

time after his birth, and. the woman then married a man caned 

Arg-Ioo-gah by whom she had four more sons. This husband was 

drowned; leaving his widow a large fortune in the shape of these 

five sons, who are bere considered a valuable estate, $iace the main

t.eruulce of the parent,; in old age dev()lves on tbem. Thus she 

easily procured another ht,tsband, Pow-weet-yab, the brother of her 

first one; but by this marriage, th.ere were no children. To 

replace this want, they adopted two grandsons as such; and the 

~wb.,bad been killed was the eldest of those. The original 

"~d, Ka-na .. YQke's true father, had also procured a son by 

... ~.,*.ODg t.be tribe at Oo-geoo-lik, to which he bad gone~ 

";~~:;"'o,w Jivill, ill a small island, cal~ O-wu.t-ta, three 

""."''''i~iw.w.''l of Nci·tyel-Je. 
,T,",'.' 
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The terlllS husband aud wite are wonIs of usage: the ideas are 

simple, and excite HO doubts; the language is smooth, and belongs 

to good breedillg and good morals: mid the term marriage is one 

which equally excites neither refleetion nor commentary. It has 

been the custom, too, however it began, to praise the temper, con

duct, amI morals of these tribes; but some readers may perhaps 

question the conjugal system and usages of this people, should 

they take the trouble to think on tlle subject; as they may also 

perhaps suggest tllat concubinage, and not of a remarkably strict 

nature, is a more fitting tf'rm th~n marriage, for thf> species of 

contract under which the pat·ties in question are united. 

They might even be the more inelined to think so, had they 

heard the further anecdotes which I)oo-yet-tah related to me on thi~ 

subject; of which it must, however, suffice to notice one, as a sort of 

general result. Among the ESf}uimaux of Igloolik whom 'l'e had 

formerly visited, it was not uncommon for a man to have two wives; 

a practiee that excites no surprise, wide spread as polygamy is, 

and Ita.-, been from all time. Uut my lriend here informed me that 

he and his half brother had but one wife between thein, as, if 

1 rigbtly also understood, this was held a justifiable system, and, 

if not very common; merely such because of a general numerical 

equality between the sexes. Of this custom we had fonnd no 

instance at Igloolik: and I know not that it is related by tra

v~lers of any but certain tribes in India. Otbers must consider fur 

themselves, of the propriety or delicacy of such a connexion as 

that of twohrother~ with a'single wife, since I do not set up for the 

moral commentatorpn a people, respecting whom everyWle is now 
Dearly a~' w~lI informM· a,'.; myself; so mUdh':tiaS:,~,\ wri~'ft 
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respecting them by us, the recent northern navigators, and hy 

many more, foreigners a .... well as Ellglish 

As it was my intention to make an f~xcursif)n 1ll the direction of 

Oo-geoo-lik after returuillg from my present journey, I pro

cured trolll my informant a 1ist of tIle ]James of aU those whom I 

was likely to meet, ami was charged at the same time with several 

Ipessages to them. These J wrote down, as the best letters of 

introuuction that J could have received; ano, if aught could now 

have been wanting, the entire confluence between us was thus 

l'ertf!ctly established. 

Thus this ureary day was shortened; and a truly dreary one it 

was. The wind without, howled round our walls of snow, and tlu

drift which it brought sounded against them with a hissing Jloi~e, 

which I wa.1it glad to torgtt iu the talk tlJat rendered it for a tiUlt' 

inaudible. If our bouse was but 1c.mr teet high, so that it kept us 

constantly in a sitting posture, it was nevertheless warm, and, by 

coutrast, comfortable; a far better one has not often beet. so 

a.eeeptable, and h~L" rarely indeed afi()rded sneh a sense of thankfn 1 

security and enjoyment. 

The talk of oW' friends did lIot, however, prevent them from 

\lSing their jaws hi a very difterellt manner. During the whole 

4ay they were employed in removing the meat from the upper half 

pi the ox; cutting it. off in long narrow slips, which, in the usual 

.,;p'}an.l1er, they crammed. into their mouths as far as they could push 

.jt in; then cutting the morsel ti'OIll the end of their noses by the 

,meat;ls.of their sharp kuives, they bolted the mouthtiI1s as a huugry 

4f)g wql;lJd have done. Thus. passing the s~iee from one to the 

Q~ef,''!JternatelYJ tl~.~J'contriv~d at length to swa])ow all the meat 
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from the neek, back hone, and ribs, of one side of the ox: suspend

ing their motions, however, every now and then, to complain that 

tlaey could ('at no more~ and lying back on their beds, hut still 

retaining their knives in Olle hand, with the unfinished morsel in tbe 

other, and again beginning with as much energy a.c;; before, as soon 

a.." they felt it possible to get down another lump. 

Disgusting brutes! the very hyrena would have fiUed its beIJy 

and gone to sleep: nothing but absolute inCHpacity to push their 

food beyond the tor of the throat, could check tbe gormandizing 

of the~e specimens of reason and humanity. 

By the time tbat they seemed really incapahl{" of devouring any 

more, our own ROUp wa.c;; ready, and I therefore offered them to 

partake. Out of l}oliteness, Poo-yet-tah took two or three 

spoonfuls, and then confessed that he could swallow 110 more. 

I>Jacing my lwnd on his stomach, I was perfedly astonis]H:~d at the 

distension which it had undergone, and which, without such an 

examination, I could not have believed it possible for any human 

creature to bear; as, had I Dot known their hahits, I should have 

expected that nothing hut death could be the consequence. 

'1'11.) I. This enormous stuffing caused our guides to pass but a restless 

night: if they had possessed a term for the nightmare, we slJould 

probably have heard of it in the morning. In the mean time tbe 

gale moderated; so that, when we rose· at five o'clock on the Il~xt 

day, the weather was such as to ~llow .ofour proceeding; thou.,h. 

still h~zy and somewhat threatening, as the breeze was from the 

northward, and was accompanied by some drift. 

Our sledge was S?OD loaded, but the guides bad not ,.SO soon 

recovered from the etfects qf their dinner, ~ tbat ·jt was ~ seven 
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o'clock before we could get them to move. But when ready, 

Poo-yet-tah said, on my expressiug my unwillingness to los~ 

another day, that as we should be obliged to travd over high hills, 

where the sledges could not go, we must leave all our baggage at 

the hut, and that we might then proceed to Aw-wuk-too-teak and 

return to sleep. 

,\Ve accordingly l'!ct out at halt: .. pa~t sevell~ taking with us our 

arms and three of the dogs, in case of our filJling in with any more 

of the musk oxen, and leaving }Ir. Abernetlly and tlle boy in 

charge of the baggage. Travelling over a very rugged country 

covere{l with deep snow, during two hours, we at length descended 

on the lake which they call Aw-wuk-too-teak and which will be 

fimud in the chart. 

This piece of water extends, according to its longest dimensions, 

from nortlJ-east bv east to south-west bv west, amI, in this direction, 
~ ~ 

appeared about fi)fIr miles in length. In shupe, it is very irregular, 

as it is bounded by five distinct hills, separated from each other by 

an equal number of ravines, which, during the thaw, are water

courses, supplying the lake. Where it empties it"elf, the issuing 

stream is broad, and appeared to be shallow; but its source seemed 

to be a rapid one, and its termination was in the sea to tht' 

northward. 

The names of these hills as given by the guide are as follow, 

distinguislling them by their true bearings, from the centre of the 

lake: namely, that to the west is called Pood-le-ra-nuk, to the 

north-west Il-low-nuk, to the north-east A.c-cood-le-ruk-tuk, to the 

west-south-west Ta!<.-ke-noo-ra-lig, and to the south Il-low-na-Iig. 

Poo-yet-tah further informed me that -the lake contained three 
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different kinds of fish, which remain in it throughout the winter, 

that it ,vas of great depth, aud that in the smaller lake to the 

eastward, called Ow-weet-te-week, where the party that first saw 

our ship in the September of 1829, had been encamped, there wa..~ 

also abundance of fish of a large size. 

Leaving the watf'r-side, we HOW ascended the high hill on t.be 

north-east side, calJed Ac-cood-Ie-ruk-tuk; and, 011 reaching itfJ 

summit, which we had surmounted soon after ten o'clock, I eould 

see the high rugged ice extending from the north-north-west to the 

north-east by east. The hazy state of the weather however limited 

our view to a distance of four or five miles, so that it was impo~ 

~ible to ascertain th~epth of an inlet, of which the entranee 

seemed to be formed by the separation of the spot on which we 

stood, from a remUl'l{uble cape that we had named the Old lUau of 

Hoy, when on our way to the southward during the preceding 

i\utumn, and which I had no difficulty in recognising. 

This was the place where I had expected, if any where, to find 

the way open to the Western sea, since it was that whieh the natives 

had spoken of to us on several occa~joRs; or tllll~, at Jeast, we 

imagined, as it was not very eaRY to come to a rigl)t nnder~tanding 

on this subject. 111e man called Ib-lu-shee had indeed assured .. 
us that the opening at this pJace was nothing but th~ mouth of 

a large hay, and thatwe must travel many days to the northward 

before we could find a passage to the westward; an assertion which 

made .mes~pp,ose, as I have already observed, that he could mea.n 

nothing but Barrow's strait. But as we had Jlot examined the 

I)resent inlet, sit)ce it was tilled witb ti~ ice when we had pa>AAed 

in tbe precedillg YE'3t, I dlQugbt it:iadispensable to take the 
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present oppottllDity of doing this, that we mjght at least remove 

the natural uncertainty which we felt respecting it. 

When, however, I Came to examine the nature of the ice which 

now lay between us and the inlet in questi(:m, as well as the great 

distance that it would be necessary to travel for tImt purpose, 

I found it impossible to undertake such a work at present. Poo

yet-tab indeed became very anxious that we should return, as he 

MW that the north wind, with its driving snow, was rapidly increas-, 
ing; hut, as the haze seemed to be partially clearing away, I pro-

posed to him to descend to the beach, as I might hope thus to get 

a better view. 

This, however, 'he absolutely refused: ~ut, a.~ I felt confident that 

r (~ould find my way without him, I went off, and left him to follow 

his own inclinations. In about an bour and a half I reached the 

beach in question, which was formed of loose fragments of lime

stone, and found the tide out: while, as fur as I could see, tht ice 

(.."Onsisted entirely of hummocky masses which had been closely 

packed against the shore at the commencement of the winter. 

I had nut g-ained much by my attempt to inveStigate this piece 

of g-,'ound; for the falling snow, and tbe tltick haze by which it 

was accompanied, obscured every thing in such a manner that 

I conld never see beyond two miles, if I eyen saw so far. The 

1hather also became more unpromising, instead of improving; so 

tJ.tl .. ,resolved to give up all further pursuit of this object, and 

~'.y face to return to. the hut where I had left my companions. 

'. Od~. I immediately heard the voice of Po()ooyet-tah hal

~"bebjlld astone,dose to me, and was not a little' 

su.1f1)rised. see, him,:wh.,rI ex.pected -that be bad been safely 

3A 
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lod~ ill the but by this time. I fotmd thltt~,llad· fenow-ed me 

sJily, to watch my proceedings; being desiroUs to know what 

oould be the o~iect of so long a journey' fto}n,t~ ship ac; that 

wbieh I had thus undertaken, and probably' also coooeiving that 

I had here some oqject of profit in view, in tbe finding fJ,f g'ftme or 

fish, in whicbhe was desirous of partaking. I had great trouble in 

trying to persuade him that I had no other pursuit than that of 

seeing this place among otbers, yet did Dot finally succeed in 

cOllviltcing him: 'since, however possessing that knowledge of 

'geography which is so general among these people, their pursuits 

and acquisitiollS of this natllre are all direeted to the itnmedia1:t· 

and important endofpro«;.uring food . 

.on further conversatioll1 he told me'that he should be at Ow

weet-te-week in the Slll111Uer, together with bis brothers, for the 

purpose &f bunting or fishing, and that they would bl;ng us sa] mon 

and venison. Wishing to know the situation of this place, that I 

might be able to reco~rnise, it agam from the Sllip, he agreed, and 

we set, forth. together. 

Afrel" twobotlrs' 'travelling toward< the sootB...aast, 'we crossed 

the lake of Ow-weet-te-week to a hill on its eastern shore;, and 

00, ,ascending it, he showed me the spot w;bere his teJ)t had been 

ereeted in the preceding 8tUn81et wben we passed by, and where 

~le,wa.s to be in the impetldiRg·,6ne. He ,·tho .ip€riftted'6ntto 'ttiJ 
~. ",,~"'~'flf\o 

Sf)me stores' of food; which.: ~Ilpatlions lUld.· abandone4:* 
leaving this.:pJace; .:and, opening' olj'e,of his ownJ\'producJcl;~ 
pieceS of imo:stoJle·which'he had wrapped up in apiere.,..,ij:.'5 
fikilt.!; remind,iag lIieiof.wlu~t I had.~ten,tbafhe·;h~~ 
meSOmBOh 'ouraJlli.a1:ia! O*+Weet-.tet~k; 'He 'lIddll't (JOe'of 



'J'IO THE ARCTIC REGIONS. 

his bro.thers had fOllndit, in the preceding summer, on the shores of 

an islet calJed Toot-ky ... yak~ which was a day's journey to the 

north-west, and that it had been taken from heneath the water, by 

tbe washing of which it was probably rendered more obvious to 

their inexperienced eyes. 'l'his substance constitutes their only 

article of commerce, and they exchange what they have obtain€d, 

every three or four years, with the natives ()f Oo-geoo-)ik: getting 

drift wood in return, aIHi, in a similar way, l)tlfchasing; the pot

!ttone of which their kf·ttles are made, fmID \he iuhabitants of 

Uepulse bay. 

Poo-yet-tah now hecanw anxIOUS to retunl to the hut; but 

a.~ we passed the foot of tl\t~ hill whence I obtained the first view of 

the sea, I pre\'ailed on· him to accompany me to the top. Tllf' 

weather irHleed hml becorne even lIlOre unfavourable than before, 

but I could not bear to abandon a spot which seemed biJ eontaill 

the only dmnee of a passage hy which our ship might reaob that 

western sea which I had now S\een. My labour was however lost. 

The snow hegan to fall thic\{er, nothing eould be St'eD, and we were 

glad to cleseencl again in all haste, and mak~ Ollr way back to 

tQe .. hut. 
In our pro~rre8s thither, we put up a pack of six. grouse, and 

I had.tbe Eo-rood fortune to bring down one with each harrel. Tbese 

were: the first o~lects that Poo-yet-tall had seen shot on the wing, 

a~d }ajs surprise was even grenter than it had been at the k!iHing of 

...... ox. Shortly after, tliey rose again at half amite's distance; 

• ....,-:h~Mrged ,I'ae to fire once more, as be afterwards wished me to 

.~""';I~ to the spot where they had· alighted after tbis flight. 

Bnt.;ldidnfJt, choo$e t~ risK my 1'€puta1!ion, or rather tbat of the 

3A2 
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guu,whichit wasimportant,1lG:!preservel,,:while we had, also no", 

~ore game than we could use, or transport{tathetsbip. 

We tllerefore pursuedo.ur jotaI'MY,: aodtirrived\ . at '*he' aut at 

seven iu the evening; being just itt'time'to MVe blirSelves from.the 

commencement of Qne of the most stormy nights wehad;ever.e,.~ 

rieneed. T.he wind blew during the wbole of-it, ... the mQst, v1Q161lt 

gusts that can be imagined; descending from the hillsarQund with 

such squalls of d,riving snow, that they tbrea,tenedas tntlch to. 

demolish QUI' little'structure as, to overwhelm and bury us in a hill 

of their own making. This indeed they nearly did befol'f' the gale 

moderated: such was the accumulation of snow that was blown 

up into deep ridges around, and al."xlve our hut,whicb wa"l, however, 

too strQng and solid to give way to' the force of the wind. ' We 

were afterwards surprised ,tonud how v:ery'confined this storm was, 

since there was nQtlling more than a moderp.te breeze at the ~hip, 

tbougho;nl~forty miles distant. 

Mily 2. . H&viut been well recruited by a night's rest, I bad hopes of 

inducing' Foo-~tab to make'another e'XcUl'Sion to the sea; but 

we'bad first tbeO(4)1tnter the task of digging ourselves. out, ~'tbe 

snow. This occupied four hours, since it bad,attainoo a depth of~si" 

felet abov-em; anel wben we were,.at last freed, wefuund'itstm blow

inghatd,and the ,air'fiUed'wi1ilt haze, and with'8now drift frotn,:the 

~ndw.g bins; Tbe appearance of the weather was eertaitdy 

JIiOst 'Olimw>ur.le ;·to ~diisor .. y'othertravelling; a.nd tbe~gn_ 
~ vel1,de9itelllJ to Temain~,.tpeaoein the hut. T.'.tlds;,ll~ 

Im~: agreed;·i{*1 cQtddi: have'pre.-aiJ~l' on themto' ... 'pe .... 
more wit~tnetoAw-wuk-too-teak; but this was absolutely~ 
_·dtatji, ...... u8ted,~¢abandon thi8 'Drmect:{or tkIe\'.raat)~ 
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I 11 ow reflected on the uncerb,liaty of the w~ather at thisl~easou 

of the year, and being also aware that our abseu(,'e from the ship 

bad been prolonged beyond tlt~time which had been anticipated, 

I·· became fearful lest conmdenble anxiety should be felt,;?y 

Captaiu Ross 'on, our account, and t.he more so from the circum ... 

stances of doubtful frit!ndship with the nativ~s under which we bad 

departed. It was pol'sible, also, that some incollvenjent'€ might 

ooellr in consequence of our absence; more especially, shoult1 that 

induce Captain }loss to send out an expedition 1n search of us. 

Coupling these reflections, therefore. with the fad that it would 

require several days to examine the desired inlet in, a satisfactory 

manner, and that these pr9bable int'Ollveuiences would be mat.:-

rially increased in consequence, I at length resolved to return to 

the ship, and to take some better opportunity of completing _Uf 

exalmination too important to be s)urre.lover as .i.t must have ~l.t 

under snch circumstances as the existing ones. Knowing its exact 

position, I could also now revisit it without difficulty, and, shvuld 

Utat be uecessa.ry, without a guide; so thatalthou~h I had D9t 

attained the ol~ject in view, I had saved future time by having 

thus pioneered the way. 
,t,;We theretort! began our joumey at eight in the morning ;tlw 

sledges being heavily laden, and the tral-'elling, in .consequenpe, 

~:41itficult and laborious. Often, indeed, where tM ground 

\ViMt~pecialJy bad, we were obliged to tbrow oil' a part of .our 

~ia:Qd.tlte\l\, after advancing with the .remainder, return to bring 

it;.,~::.eB:~ding as bestwe.eQuld, though of COlll'se with no 

.fI."'.,.·l 
.t\.bht·' ..... iwe saw that Poo,.yet-~b was ,separating '., ~ 
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oorown p~,ty, anft_'lI:''8st~aumg IUS steoge on to the left shore of 

the lake. 'Ve therefore foUowt..>d; aud, oncoming up to bim, 

found llis inducelutmt to have been the tracks of some musk O¥QI. 

w"~h he had seen, and was now tracing. Heexpl'essed a strong 
' .. ~" 

~esire to kill some lllore, and wishtod that 1 would halt\lere for 

that purpose; a very natural wish on his part, and on~ that I 

would gladly have complied with, not only OIl his account, but fur 

the sake of ourselves and our crew on board, bad there been any 

use in making su(;h an aequisition. nut we had already more 

meat than we should probably be able to carry to the ship, and the 

state of the grount\ was as yet ~llch that we could not contrive. to 

bury it ~o as to protect it from the wolves and gluttons. It.:wru; 

t.herefore to kill the poor animal for no eud, or rather perhaps to 

regret that we were in posses.. .. ion of a valuable supply of fresh beet' 

for our people, which we should be compelled to abandon to the 

beasts of prey whose tracks were every where visible. 

I therefore refused to stop here J and tried to per~uade them to 

go on; but ill vain, l'urning a deaf ear to my representatioRS, 

Poo-yet-tah immediately beg1l.fl to build a hut, saying that we 

must sleep in it this night. He evidently believed that we wet\t, 

unable to proceed without his guidance, and that we couldno~hy 

otll'selves, find the hut in which we had slept on the night of the 

twenty .. seventh, whieh was the plaee that we hadpr6posed:to;re.m' 

when we had Ret out, in the morning. I was, indeed, SOllleW:lufti 

doubtfulof-ihat matter myself; but rather than submit to dud .. 

oianGtheruay, l:determined to make the attempt, e9pecially_*~ 

w.mber'began to improve, and promised to beOOmeMOI"e"v~,< 

eNIifIf"!·lwun" 
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It was, nevertheless, to the <..'Ollsiderable surprise of our two 

guides when we departed without them; and as we occasionally 

turned, to see whether they might not change their minds, we saw 

taemabandoll their work several times, ftw Hie apparent purpose 

of watching the route which we were taking, and the progress that 

we orade. The former was a sul~jcct of some hesitation, and the 

latter far from rapid; since the receut gales had eompletely obli

terated our former tracks, and the fall of snow had so altel'ed the 

matures of the country in some parts, while otlkrs had been bared 

and rendered black by the storm, that I continned in great 11Ilcer

tainty about the road,. till we arrived at the place called Nap-pur

re-uk-ta-lig. Here I immediately recognised the peculiar form of 

tile lake, and thus found that we had not materially deviated from 

our intended direction. 

If our progress wa.."1 small in proportion to the time and exertion 

we had spent in reaelling this place, so were we exceedingly 

latigued, and su1iering extremely from thirst. I was theretore 

obliged to un load the sledge in the middle of the luke, for the 

purpose of getting at the spirit lamp, that we might melt some 

snow tor drinking; which having done, we were soon refreshed, 

filBd fit to cOlltinue uur journey. 

,lit JBust appear strange to readers ignorant of these countries, to 

h.-.r,that the people sutler more from thirst, when travelling, than 

.IP\allthe other inconveuiellces united. By us, at home, wher~ 

u...;.\S.tlw<C'an"uever be very cold, where it can therei()re be easily 

~ bytli6or.dinaryheat of the updy, and where it can even be 

~~~,ai$uh$~l.tor water, tbevery ,different temperature of the 

samesubstaneein.tbat country is easily o~rlooked, as many persChlS 
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are e"fen ignorant of this fal,t. ·Nogteat inconvenience can occur 

as to this matter, where its heat is rarely much 'below the freezing 

point; and scarcely ever fans as low 3R twenty degree~. It is a very 

differt~nt thing, when perhaps the highest temperdture of the snO*" 

during the winter months, is at zero, and when it often falls to 

minus fifty or more, or to eighty degrees below tbe point at which 

we slJOuld attelnpt to tlmw or to eat it in England. Were it l.otl9O 

had a conductor as it is, we could, in this conntry, no more take it 

into the mouth, orllhold it in the hands, tbanif it wa~ so mnch red

hot iron: but, from tbatcause, this consequence at least does not 

i()Uow . The eftectllevertheless wbich it does produt.'e, is that of 

iucreasing, instead of removing,' the thirst which it is endeavoured 

to q:nench: 1'10 that the natives prefer enduring the utmost extre

mity of this teeling, rather than attempt to remove it by the eating 

~,f snow. I am not sufficiently acquainted with medical philosophy 

to explain this, nor am I aware that it ha."! been explained; and it 

is, perhaps~ as unft.mnded, as it is, in me, presuming, tosnggest that 

the extreme cold of the material thus swallowed,when the body is 

heated and exbausted by iiltie,'1le, may bring on some intlammutory 

state of the stomach, so .as to cause the sutfering in question. 

R;{!suming our j<mmey across the lake, we fOBnd the travening 

much improved by the late gales; awl, soon after midnight, ,we 

a;rrived at the hut, truly exhausted by fatigue. In this condition, 

it \vas an exceeding lUortific..'Ution to find that a wolf bad tom.O« 
the d~r with which we had secured its entrance, and thatitWlaS 

tiU~.,with snow. \Ve were therefore compeUedt~eommeaee 

diggiDg'~l1JtOj it;< .. tirooas we were; when,' afier, an bour~s bawl 
I~bour, we,~trj~; to makft itltabitable for.d)e .• ght, and got 

into our bags at two in the morning. 
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. When we awok.e, and began to bethink ourselves of departmg, \Ia\ :l. 

the weather w~ v~ry unsettled and blowing in squalls from' the 

nor,.th; .wbile ilresh f~Uing snow added to the oh",eul'ity and annoy-

~pe caus~b,:that which wa.o; drifting bef()re the wind from tht: 

faces of the hills. The dogs too were so tired, by t.he labours of 

tile pre~'eding day, that nothing but my great anxiety to. r~join th(:' 

~bip and relieve the probahle fears of Captain Ross and our other 

!$I1ip'lnates, wou,ld have induced me to proceed. 

We found the travelling extremely had: but1.be worst part of it, 

by far, was a space of about a mile, crossing the high ridge which 

separatetl the next lake from that which we Lad left. This al&lw 

cost us from nine in the morning until two; nor tl.id we accomplish 

it without making three st~parate trips .with the sledge, so as to 

bring forward an our matters to the same point. 

On the lake, however, the ice was as· smooth as glass, lor tht' 

winds had swept it clean; so that we crossed it very quickly, 

and at a run all the way, having the additional advantage of 

a breeze in our rear, which very much diminished our (~xertions. 

The river had been laid equally bare; and, though comparatively 

rough, it was still ,slippery, so that we got over it easily, with 

tlteexct'ption of a tew falls in the snow holes which are gener1lUy 

_:ndio ice. of this nature. 

In ,the evening, by seven o'clock, we had arrived at that ex

,.n~ :pertion· which I bad formerly named after the Itt'v. 

~nbStallley; and at nine reached the western point of thf' 

.~!~al}ed ',A:Il"Il~-tO. The whole length of the Stanley 

Iii~, .:/rom, the lake. tor the sea,I thus found not to e'Xceed ten 

miJ~dwhil~;,I •. patestbreadti QPpeM'ed to·be uboot1l (}mtrter 

3D 



:170 SECOND VOVAGJ!; (tV DI$COVERV 

of a mile. We had been infonnoo'·tbat it abounded with fine 

salmon ill the sumlUer; and we -could now . see the evidences of 

this, in the remains of huts scattered aboot its banks, . being the 

places 'where the natives are accustomed to -secure and conceal 

their winter stocks of fish. 

\Ve were now approaching the huts where onr threatening 

adventure had occurred at our first setting out; and being doubtful 

of their feelinh"S, or uncertain of what might bave occurrt-:.d during 

onr absence, I w~s desirous of passing them unohserved, if I 

could effect this; the more so, as we were now alone, and the 

absence of our guides might bave heen a soun~e of new sus

picions, or the cause of a renewal of hostility. But as 1'10011 as 

Wf~ had reached tlw leyel ice of the Lay, we saw lb-ln-sht· 

('oming toward us, though evidently approaching with much 

(~aution, as if not quite secnre of his reception. If this proved the 

existence of v('ry different feelings from that of hostility, the fad 

that he was ulIamJetj sufficed to remove all doubts, and I there

t".re greeted him in our usual kind manner, to his infinite delight 

Explaining then to him the proceedings and ol~ject ... of the guides 

that we had left behind, the chief of whom was his brother, for 

whom he had at first expressed considerable anxiety, he became 

fluitt, satisfied, and went off to communicate the news to bis party 
at the hutf'l. 

In no long time we gained sight of our ship, after having: now 

travelled eighteen hours, without rest or refreshment. Unluckily, 

at this moment, one of the runners of the sJedge sank into a deep 

crack, and stuck so fa'!'t that we were unabJe to extricate the 

machine by aU the force tl1at we could apply. We were therefore 



TO THE ARCTIC REGIONS. 

obliged to throw oft' t~ load, which we did with much difficulty, 

as we were both seized with a giddiness that threatened fainting; 

to have undergone which at tbis temperature, and with no aid at 

hand, would probably have been fatal to us. This, however, 

being effected, and our stores left behind, to he brought OIl the 

next day by our comrades (If the ship, we got into the sledge, and 

arrh'ed on board the Victory at four in the morning of the fourth 

of ),Iay, exceedingly fatigued, iJut otherwise in good health. 

3n 2 
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CHAPTER XXVI. . 

REPETITION OF HEAVY SNOW-ANOTHER EXPEDITION BY COM

MANDER ROSS-ANOTHER EXPEDITION UND"~R MY OWN CHAllGl';

SUMMARY OF THE MONTH OF APRIL. 

I T was colder on this day than on the preceding, and there was 

a fresh breeze. 'Ve were visited by a large party of natives from 

the northward, bringing some good skins for sale. There came 

afterward~ from thf'westward, the two who had been eommander 

Hoss's guides OJ) the hUoIt jOllfJlt'y; but they had not heen able to 

hring in the other musk ox, and had not seen allY more. On the 

~;,,\" G. fol1owing day, another party came from the southward) hringing 

some seaJ, and some Fikins; and, afterwards, an old man whom we 

had not seen btfore, hllt who was f~ltlwr to two of the boys whom 

we knew. His wife, it seemed, had left her last husband, of three, 

to live with him; and, as far as we could make out, this was law, 

or m~age eqnivalent to Jaw. Tikatagin also arriving, on his way 

southward, I engaged him to remain, that he might accompany 

me in a tonr on the following day. 

~l,,) 7. A heavy faU of snow rendered. this journey impraeticahle: it 

won ld at Jeast have heen nsdess. Tlw guide })imse1f wasmuclJ 

more pleftsed to remain on board than to travel in such weather: 

:'.I.'Y 8. It was equally useless to proceed the next day, as every thing wa.~ 

buried in sn'dW; 'bnf the"g!tide went away by)bimself to fetch his 
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eanoe. In the evening we received a visit from the stranger old 

man, bis wife, and two children. The wifp. was a young one; but 

we found that he had another, while the two yOllng men had hut 

one between them; the whole party living together. There was 

also an old woman with two husbands, uIIiting to form this strange 

polygamous TInnily; and we were assured that matters went on 

with perfect harmony. Of coursf', it required more intimacy than 

we had yet attained witl, these tribes, to understand thoroughly 

their system of matrimonial arrangements; but what we thus 

already knew, sutJi.eed ·.to reudN it prohable that the history which 

Cresar has given of our British ancestors on this ~uhject, i:o; not so 

untrue as it ha!i been somt~tilnes thought. 

A northerly wind, as usual, brought the thermometer from zero May 9. 

Up to ]8°. Suuday service being performed, tile man who had 

gone for his canoe rehlfIu:>d with the frame on his back, haviug 

brought it fi'olu Shag-a-voke. He was promised a new hoop i".r 

it,if he would hring us a. seal; and, preferring to travel at night, 

set off at ten o'dock. A f4)X was taken in one (tfthe traps. 

The weather c~ontinued cold; but when the snow eeased, it. was May 10. 

cl4l!ar. A party went to the great lake to measure the ice, which 

t.bey; found to be eight feet thick, and the water seventeen fathoms 

deep. They saw no fish, Imt baited anci set some lines. The 

temperature continued again f~lr lower than was to be expected a~ May 11. 

this seaSOll ;giviug.us .some disagreeable anticipations. Some 

nat.i~&" brought a skin. The traces of reindeer and hares were 

soon,:and eigbt suoW:QMnting$ killed. At the enti of our base line, 

SQ\J:l)l«lillgS wefe obtain~jn90 fatltoms. 

:,An.tb.e.P9Wer .. ~~t};811D, with a df~aI' sky, could llot raIse the ],hy 1'2. 
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.peratu.re beyond, 1 r ~N~ u'sb were ')ouud', at theiines ,but 
i' 
a,.ptarul igall -was shot. Two of ,our· chief friends \among" the . natives 

May 13. arriving, arrangenlents were made for a new j ourney. 'Some more 

came ti'om the south, on die following daYt but brought nothing; 

they went on to tbe northern hut4); and, :finrlirw that this tytlrty was 

gone Oil an expedition, returned to sleep on board.· The thermo

meter ranged between r aud H;o. 

May 14, Nearly the wbole of the northern party came to us, and hrought 

the head and skin c..f the second musk ox; but as it had lost the 

bind legs, it was spoiled as a specimen. They also brought the 

remainiug quarter, or rather baunch, which weighed forty-three 

pounds, together with some skins, and a specimen of a greenstone 

May 15. chisel. Our only success in sporting was a single grouse. We 

had stipulated for a sea), for our dogs, but they did not arrive on 

the next day: baving probably been unsuccessful. Every thing 

was arranged to-day fhr the contemplated jonnley on Monday. 

The fitting of the ship went on; but the condensing tanks- were 

l\OW removed, as being no longer necessary. 

:'<1ay lti. Church heiug' held as usuaJ.,a .large party came from the nOI,th-

ward, and another from thesoutbenl village; but they brought 110 

seal, nor aught else. The .last., set informed us that they were to 

br~ak up the next day, and to divide into two parties; onefor 

lplnting tbenu.lsk oxen, and tile other fOf'fishing in the lake. 

Bad) prwnised,to bring us supplies before, tiley took leave. The 

thermometel'.wRs a\1Qut 100 

l\hy 17. 'rhe,flu?~'if.m~ttbe.leadingmate weRt on with the sledge and"the 

boat, for the purpose of transporting" them <a s.ge of ten miles, 

Wb~l ~,~en,w_"were.noti.Dteadedto '~w~re to return. 



TO THE ARCTIC R'EGIONS. 375 

TlUs they di<ldn the/evening; on which, Commander Ross'and· th~ 

SQrgoon proceeded in the small sledge, to join the mate and the 

advanced party. No supplies arrived from the 111:tj.l'eS, nor did ~e 
see any of them. On the following day it became so much warmer Mav J H. 

that the thermometer rose to 30°, and small pools of water appeared 

on the rocks, under the influence of the sun. The eyes of the men 

whQ had constituted the party of the la.>rt expedition had been in-

flamed by their joumey, and they were taken care of accordingly. 

The surgeon returned, with the mate, from the detached party, May 19. 

which he had lett about twenty miles off, under the care of two 

&quimaux; bringing back t.heir sledge and dogs. The mate's 

eye8 were so lllueh aft(~cted, that he could not proceed. They had 

purchased food for the dogs, from the Esquimaux; and their stock 

of provisions wa..., increased by the return of our two officers. 'Ve l\\av:20. 

were pleased to find, on tbe iollowing day, that the weather eOJl-

tinned to fitvour their expedition. The different patients were 

better, and we proceeded to lay gravel round the ship and over the 

Krusenstern . 

Tbe sun could not raise the thermometer beyond 19u

; and on May '~I. 

going to the hole which bad been made in the lake, it was found 

covered with ice six incbes thick; the ice of the lake itself being 

seven feet and a baif. The baits were untouched; and our othi'r 

search after ~rame was unsuccessful. On the following day we "'bv'2',!. 

aacertained that the, ice near US'llad not increase<.l in thiekness, 

though there were four inches fhrmed in the hole. The track ofa 

1"",,* ox was seen outltejcenot far from us. A summer tent wa.'i 

made, and some.sails repaired. 

This Sunday W\R$.'.'.~ _oiversary of I()ur departure frOBl Eng- )lay 21. 
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land. The musk ox fUl'nished us with fresh boiled aUd f"Oast I1.at 

for the whole crew. It had no ntore tnste of musk than befOJ'e; 

and, having been longer kept, was more tender. During their 

walk uttcr church:, the' Inen tracked a white bear,as w~ll a,', some 

hares and grouse. In the evening, Ikmallik,. tl)6gtlQ!,rrdpher, with 

his wife and family~ and two other ltle~,arrivetl, with tbe in~nti()t) 

of attending Commander Ross ;on hi,s expedition, and were nnlch 

disappointed to tind that he bad been-so . long gone. It Hp-peal'eJ 

that he had m:isea~ulated the day, counting ten instead of five. \V t' 

therefore engaged them to follow -or meet him with . provisions, 

within a week ;at which they were much pleased.W e also bor

rowed a dog from them, as our own were all absent, in case we 

should meet tbe bear that had been mark.ed. They bad beell 

unsuccessful in seal bunting, but had discovered some holes, and 

hoped shortly to bring tiS an animal for the dogs. I~cb of tht, 

men l'eceived a tish....book a.",a pres-ent; and the wife a {)incusbiolt. 

One of the meR gave proof of his parental aftectiOll, by giving his 

stockings to his boy, who I.ad stepped into. a pool of water~ and 

going harefooted. borne. 

:'<Ja~- -2<1. The eanva,., roof was to-day taken off as far as the mainmast, dlt~ 

sledge pt'6pared; ·and other .work. dOl~ to the ship. The wittdwas 

;\Yay '2:i.norotb ;but~ at midlligbt, thethermomete.r wa..~ atplus 12". ,BOtI} ;.,8. ,were clear -and :D.IW ~ . tbe.·w01!,k. \Vent on; a ptarmig·anwus 

_l-led,',aoo.t1te;traeks .• deer, aod,'wol~8-seen.W e bad a right to 

Dendmier~ tl~;'-ll1erwerewgratiUg to· thenortiJ, w·ith,their 

:~$.~'on"tb6ir F6aI\ ,: It:wasthe big;llest,tid-e we"hafi,'y,et 

witne9Jled";"'rwug to nearly eigltt.fuet~ . 
May 26. ,!r."rst~i~'ltbW:l8tellthisl~r:'mt.me'.on, thill;""'itig~;aad 
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was followed by a fine day, the thermometer reaching 2S. The 

snow was reported to he melting filst; and a 1101e being cut in the 

ice, in a place which had heen origiually late in freezing, in con

sequence of a current, it was found to be little more than five feet 

thiek. The temperature continued rising on the following day, yet j\1a~' '.27. 

slowly; and the mean, hein~ the higlH~st we had seen this year, wa.~ 
• l.. .. 

2(t. At the hole just mentioned, I found a current. run-

ning a mile an hOl1r to the eastward, with ten fathoms water. 

which was less salt than that near the ship. The footmarks 

of deer continued to tantalize us: it was difficult to guess how 

they contrived to pass in this manner, so long, without lwin.~ 

seen. 

The weather became so much warmer as to average 2tl, rising to Mav ~H. 

near the freezing point. I ascertained, from a measured basf', that 

the heig'ht of tbe higbest hill ne~' us was 40() feet: that of tlw 

island close to us was forty. I obtained five set" of lunar dis-

tances, and made some trials with the dipping n~dle. A hraee 

of ptarmigans was killed. TfH~ thermometer rose next day to J\Jav:!'). 

34°, and J ohtaineu more lunar distances: preparing also for my 

intended journey on ~fonday. 

After divine serviee, we waited in yain for onr promised guides, Mav :~O. 

whose appointment had heen fixed for this day. J knew that it 

would take a longer time to convey the provisions to tlle appointed 

place without their assistance, ~i\ld therefore determined to go by 

ourselves, in advance. The sledge was therefore loaded with five 

days" provisions for Commander Ross's party, and eight for my 

OWll, with the addition of a summer tent; and I departed at seven, 

with the sllrge&n, twO' mal,~s, and one ofotltelfireteaser~. An addi-

3c 
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tional party was taken to draw our sledge ten miles, when they 

returned; leaving us at one in the morning. 

That I nwy not interrupt the narrative of this journey, I shall 

bere give the sUUlmary of the present month. 

The anxiety which naturally attended Commander Ross's absence 

during the expedition which he had undertaken, terminated in 

congratulations on account of his safety and S11ccess. His guide 

had conducted him to the narrow channel leading betw€'en the two 
'-

seas, and he had de'termined its latitude to be such as to give forty

five miles to the north of our position; heing in one of those inlet!' 

whi~h could not be explored, on account of the ice,situatf'd a 

little to the northward of Elizaheth harhour. Hence it wa~ probable 

tbatCape 1\:lanson would be found to f()fln the north-eaRt point of 

America., supposing the sea to be continuous to Cape Turnagain. 

The exploring of ,the coast to the northward of .Pad-le-ak bay J 

togetller with that if) the westward of it, bad further been tIlt' 

w{}rk of the same officer,as had Neitdlillee. In hj~ journal, wilt he 

ionnd what r need not bere repeat, respeeting the commencement of 

this expedition,and the little obstructions which it experjf'nc(~d at 

the out.,et And if I need not notice t1H~se and some other matters 

relating to the outfit, .so is it unnecessary to give Rny summary of our 

Ul8,nsacl.iDlls with the nativ.e~, during this month, ~lllce they included 

oothing important in 'lldditionto the detail'S s1ready given . 

. Tbe .temperature.ofMaywas t'Omidembly below that . mean of 

the· fOluBer,,16xpeditions,with whi~h· I have so often compared O\W 

own monthly ooes,being only plus 16Q

; wIllie that at l)ortBowen 

was 17° 65', and the mean of the four different places'l~Q.. Th:~ 

a41gur-eQ"butciU "fu,J1 oU"'i'lJpeedy"e}ea.:se.~ botdwe 'wete,i wiUirrg, to 
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think, that having taken ~tter care of our thermometer, it had 

only shown a lower temperature bt~eaw;e the others had heen 

managed with less attention to a. true result. 

We had been constructing lee hoards for our ship, with the inten

tion of making her more weatherly; and our labours in refitting 

the rigging were ill a. state of .great t{,rwardness. .Many observa .. 

ti{)llS, of various kinds, IHul heen made. 

As yet there was no appearance of seurvy; but two or three of 

the men showeel just eHough of thrt~ateuillg' to mft.ke us fear that they 

would not he long exempt, unless w.e obtained a more ample supply 

of fresh provisions during the coming summer. The snow blind. 

ness was not more common among' us than with tile natives: and, 

in other respects, the health of the men :was good. We .:hadnot 

succeeded in procuring uHlch game; wuile, in reality, we were too 

steadily occupi~d to allow much time for this pursuit, 

.But I must not forget, that, in this month, we cOInpleteu QUr 

twelvemonth's absence from l~llgland, It had been an evemfill 

year, but t~lf from all unsuccessful one. 'Ve had done much by 

sea; and it must not be jorg?tten, that even a year of sea in these 

climates is little better t.han a mouth of action, as it eannot well be 

more, in tlte value or extent of its reslllt~. They who Jive in our 

own Englaud, eaullot understand how a year, or years, are expended 

with a progress so small as that which has attended all these 

I.}orthern exploring voyages: if they would translate the word year 

into month, it would enable them to form juster conceptions of 

tbese voyages, and of the actual time expended on the resuJts whic.ll 

hay~ been obtained. 

But we had also done SOIDL"W hat by land; with tbe prospect of' 

3c2 
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doing much more, should the sea fail us: and, while there was 

one view, at least, holding out hopes in which we could scarcely 

be disappoiuted, as there was another, which, on the average of 

chances, might have been equa.lIy gratified, if far less promising 

ill the antieipation, we bad reason to be content with our pre

seut situation and prospects. 1'he year, too, had been passed 

busily, and with as little discomfort a,<:I was w~ll possibJe: there 

had been daugers, but neither fre<IU€llt nor extreme; and, with 

constant oCCllpatioliS, not well likely to fail us, we had not the 

day to kill, nor the )0&5 of time to regret. 1'0 find that our erew 

continued iu rea)]y good health, notwithstanding the tritling evils 

just mentioned, and that no one ha(1 suffered during so long 

a navigation and so bitter a season, wa." not the least source of 

.satisfaction : the case of the uufortunate arlllourer not being 

a genuine drawback on this state of things, if the loss of dlet 

stoker's arm in SootkUld ought perhaps to be eflUlnerated .. unong· 

our contingtmoies. 



TO TIIB ARCTIC IlEGIOSS. 

CHAPTER XXVII. 

EXPEDITION COMMENCED-1\'ARRATIVI;; OF mal JOUR:'\1EY-RETtJRN 

TO TIII~ SHIP-OBSERYATIONS MADE TO onTAIN THE DIFFERENC'E 

OF 1'I1E BU),'ATfON OF TIII~ EAlo'1'ERN ANn ",'ESTERN ~EAS-TTfE 

DIP OF THE NEEULE, ANI> INTENSITY 01" l\fAGNETIC PORCE. 

1\[E weather was foggy during the journey of this day, so that 

I obtain(",d no good views of any part of the lund, except a rock re

sembling the Bass island oft'the ~lrth ofI?orth. We sawtonr guUs 

and an owl ; and proceeded along a rocky coast to the south-west ... 

ward, skirted with large islands, very much resembling some of 

the shores of Sweden, between (;ottf'uburg and Stri~mstad. \¥e 

passed within them a11, in a clear ehannel, wide enough for large 

ships, and dear of iceberg~ At seven in the morning we arrived 

at the huts, seventeen miles from our vessel: all taking an equal 

share, offic'el'S and men, in the heavy work of drawing the sledge, 

which, for the last four mite!'!, Was considerable, as the snow was 

mid-leg deep. 1"he men were much fatigued; and the mate, 

Blanky, could go no further, But having ligbted a fire and Ina(le 

some coffee, they were enabled to proceed to tbe next place, con

taining tlle llUt.q, nt twenty-two miles from our shi p. 

Accordingly, at eight, we set forwunl; and, the fog havin,:.r 

c1earedaway, I obtained some "jews ~f tlle land. 'Ve arrived 

I~nu. 

:\bv:11. 
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bef<ire eleven, where we found seven of the nati\'es~ who supplied 

uS with water, but had no meat :remaining. As we calculated on 

getting their dof.,"S for a few miles further at least, to assist our 

labours, We pitched onr tent to mak~01lr'1nea:l} being breakfast and 

dinner conjoined. We soon, however, discovered that they were 

going immediately in the same direction as ourselves, and were 

thus to be so heavily laden that they could ~r:ive us no assistance; 

since it would take themselves two days to get to the first place at 

whieh they could expect food. They departed accordingly, at one 

o~cloek. I procured some observations at noon, determining the 

latitude, among other things, at ()!r 59', and the longitude at 

92")'. 

At five, an old woman whose avarice had procured her the nick .... 

name of Old Greedy, passed us to the southward, with three dogs 

drawing a seal-skin full of blubber, which she was to deposit in 

advance; but we could not prevail on bel' to lend us one ()i 'her 

tea.m. Our present position was considerably picturesque, being 

surrounded by rugged mountains and islands, in every direction 

except to the north-eastward. The conical hills to the north-west 

'Were partially covered with snow ; and at the foot of the nearest, 

Was a detached rock not unlike a milestone', onwhicb we found 

in~ribed, by our 'preceding party, 'Jtwenty miles from Victory." 

AU the rocks 'appeared' ~ be of 'gntMre; <but we also found frag

mefits of Ii~stone' : . every thing rseemed fu be' what we had found it 

sin~e first making this roast. 'The men being fatigued, they were 

sent to rest till eight·~tclocl~. ,', 

June 1. We had started at ten o'clock onthe preceding night, butwe'~nt 

tltstttht hut, a miietUJ:ft& ~k' furtlnaxe that had been.lJ\JI'iedbyithe 
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IJUrgeon and the m_te, ~ .. the fQrmer expedition. We searched in 

vain, as the natives had probably taken it away, and we were thus 

scarcely under way till midnight. Landing at the bottom of thls 

channel, we proceeded south-westward, and, at the distance of )Jalf 

a mile, reached a lake about forty feet above the level of the sea; 

following the bed of the river to it, as that was still frozen over. .It 
was only three-quarters of a mile wide, and about two hundred 

yard.'i in breadth; being surrounded by precipitous elitf.". Fol

lowing upwards from it, we came to anothep of similar dimen

sions, a hundred feet higher, whieh discharges itself into the Olle 

below. Thence proceeding in the same direction till we had 

attained thirty feet more of elevation, we descended about ninety 

feet to the sea of the gulf of Shag-a-voke, and about sevell miles 

from its entrance. 

By means of a seal-hole, we found the water to be salt, and 

crossed tbispart of the hay near an island where the natives 

deposit. their canoes and winter stores. The land here ehang-cc11 its 

charactel', though the rocks were the same; the whole surfi1.ce beiug 

covered with fragments of granite and limestone, and thus present

ing a most dreary and barren appearance. Readling the land, we 

still pursued a south-westerly direction, up the channel of a river, 

and ahout a mile onwards, at an elevation of about fifty feet; and 

at length arrived at a small Jake, part of which was covered, above 

the ice, by water. Here we met tbe old woman retunling with her 

dogs, ha"'ing depOISited her load. On beiug questioned about the 

axe, she confessed that slle was of the pa.rty that had stolen it, and 

tha.t it was in possession of .two of the men at the east.erll huts. 

Having! (passed thisJak~1 we then held our way over another of 
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the same sIze and aspect, bounded by ],ower. land, which was, 
bowever, e(!ually covered by huge blocks of stone, some of them 

in very f:mtastic shapes. This was about twenty feet higher than 

the former; ami, tollO\\ling the wiudings of the hills for a mile, 

we came to the north-eastern end of the great lake, which seemed 

(:~Ievell or twelve miles in length. We soon found the huts of 

the Esquimaux who had left us on the preceding day for the 

purpose of coming here to fish; they were still built of snow, a.t; 

before, but were n&w covered with skills. The people deni(-'(l an 
knowledge of the axe, aud said it was in possession of the old 

woman. Proceeding on the 1ake, after this, we i(JUIl<) u ri(lge of 

icebergs on it, differing much in aspect from those of the sea: 

hut here we were ohljgoed to stop for rt~st and refreshment; some 

of the party being much fatigued. 

lVe set i()rward agaill at half-past five, and, soon after eight, 

arrived at an island in tlJe middle of the lake. The men, hO\\,,

ever, were so much tired, from the sinking of the sledge into tbe 

soft snow, that Wt~ Wt're ouliged to stop; lighting our fire allo 

cooking our dinner, without pitching our tent. The time required 

in melting snow for driuk, detained us so long, that we did not 

move again till ten o'clock; the weather being clear, with a 

gentle breeze. 'Ve saw some reindeer, as we had done at our 

first resting-place on the day before, but had no opportunity of 

tiring at them~ from the distance at which they passed us. By 

midnight, we had reached the end of the lake, not without much 0 

labour, as the way was very bad. 

We now travelled south-eastward for a mile, and gained what we 

jwJged the highestelevatiou on our track, whicll I conjectured::to 



Jjfi'three' kmtdftd,·;(eel';.~;;tbe;ie.ffl t~f tb~'8ea. ;, lfhmeewe "!!Joon 
ellD18 t()8 ,l'Hftn'()w,luk,e _dHrg:. tJresame diFel!tion/'Wbicb brought 

usinsigbt~of,theY~h_(:lt PadHak, "aniVi'ng:at'lt after a 
deseent;'ofial:tftiltt,rHete ,.'filUM we Qf, the "Esqumtailxpacking 

'l'pi .... "P~;ito,thtHnlmtner'tnits about two miles btf':i;,. I'hatted to 

take "agles' ' and. ·make· observatifiJlS,wbile I.atso ~tired the 

~"'bft}re lake'above tbe level> of the· sell: thus, tOO:, alhywing 

tite'lnen:1batMSt, of 'which tirey were'much'inneed. The'laltd 

abont'thisbaywas very rugged,alld g~DeraUyUare of suow; whi~ 
numerous stones 'Were set ut'·· in' several 'places, a'S if to "repreSent 

men ;oftenpresentingv-erygrotesqlle ~emblafiees. 

TIlus far we had followed 'tbemarks ?fCommander Ross's sledge. 

Of' ·ttfis :.e· w'ere . sure,·: :knowing'tblllt, astlle l1atives bad llOtie'of 

their own, having eaten tbose whiohwere made of 'tis", 'and 

haVing used the h61it'S'of tlw,others to. make rafters fur their tefils. 

Tb~ sj·edge roatks, however, Jh)'Wtt:urnEidotf·t~theoorth .. westward; 

tow·a1'ds' ,the·~pe IDrmillgilie northern boundary".oftbis:'oo,! bllt 

it;was tltlrbusiness 'to steer eastward fOf' the island where:we bad 

agreeti40 deposWthe ptovisions, tiutdwhichwas visible, ibout'tbree 

m~,$ofr. :Irtt"'tlr ',way, 'We' 'met, two of '()ur' Esquimaux; tiit.~s~ 

gtaiu~i;m the ~~'diTeetiml', with, tbree' dOg's'dm",irig'~'askin~ 

aMtf,weing\IlUelf~"rtd; l' 'f}trered: them' ,1' 'kmfu' if theywonM .. a.t;si'st . 
11~;~·,~.iDltilsi'iaftd".sbow: .'\'Vbere·'t6 'catehftsh 

l;.biJ~.~,,:,~(1,! we,,~·t(J ariilnge!lnati-ei'S, wben;l

...."i!\.~~(jftg~rthlligs,! the'Bkimdbag )~tninedi:a 'tine 
"~h..rven_~::whroh we p~aled :ror1l61e,Wi(ilo'dlt dlfticuUy; 
_;_;:"~'f"~I.~~lr:tt\!t1t~i'~et i6P:* 'gObd"d1rm~ir ; 
~~i~~~""~·tIK1"apip9i.ted~i!dttntt?:.1:;lt!w~' ~)~i.; 
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~filan islet, about two Inlndred feet long, and ·()f balf duit hreadtb~ 
~i!oga mile from the shore where the native houses were built. 

We f()tmd it to consist of granite, covered with fragments of lime

_"tone, and with large blocks of both kinds of rock; but were better 

pJea~ed at its offering a very convenient plaee for our tent, whielt 

was pitched without delay. The employment of cookingont 

venison furnished us with those I'lea~ures of anticipation which 

they alone feel, who have no fears of any sini~1:er chance~ between 

" the cup and the"}ip;" while it was sati~1actol'y to find that the 

seller, with his fi1e~ seemed fully ~ happy a,"i we who were regaling 

on the dinner which it had furnished. 

We 'Were informed that ·Commander Ross had gone toward the 

north; and they drew, on the ice, the shape of the .land to the 

northward of the cape, called by them, Kingaruick; which. I 

copied, noting all their names of places. This cape had been pre

vit)usly mimed Isabella, by Commander Uoss. The man, 1'iagashu, 

an old friend, soon came, and gave us permission to fish in the ho1t~ 

tbathe had made in the ice, about two hundl'ed yards from us. 

Another of'them went off in the night, and made another hole, 

'VllJch I bought from him for two hooks : and here we afterwards 

caught two dozen of small fish .. supposed to be cod. in three fathoms 

water; tflenative name being Irriktu. This was named Spence 

Bay, in compliment to my relation of that ua.me. 

Jllne 2. Wb allowed oUfpoople td sleep:tilI si~ilJ the monling. Ex~pt 

'jti:YSett~~~ry one: was' sliifering from sore eyes,and they . '''ere t&~ 
for~ kepf~t.liin ·the·tent'; while my work was to fish, "cook, ~, 
an4'blake·06bsentations. '; Our dinner being offish, ;soUp~ ~(.:_ 
fli';"~.O; '.111-. ....... .(~:.J..~, H.~ ... :~' "";,J.. .ll.~'.!Ii .;lit .. ' .' .' ' ......... 1:. .. , '.' ,.~;"" ....... J ~ 
~t"_Vl~ DVY~"J" ,l!JUU .. ~ . .,...or;; :uaau uv. ... 'seen' 'Su.~1'1 "'iQI'l'l::"IUI"" "-,r' 
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lllOnths. Tbe weather was warm enough to melt snow, on the rocks, 

tor.drinking, witbout the labour of artificial thawing. 

some observations on the dip of the magnetie needle. 

ten miles wide at this part, and is full of small islets. 

the morning a party arrived and pitehed their tents a 

I here Inade 

This bay is 

At three in 

little to the 

$Outh of us; promising to bring us fish, in which, however, they 

disappointed us, having been unsuccessful. III the evening I re

peated the ob8ervations on the dip of the magnetic needle and the 

intensity of it., foree. 

The third of June was a very fine day, and we were employed iu .1;11\(>:3. 

fishing. \Ve caught a dozen of fish; whieh were carelessly depo-

~ited in reach of one ofille dogs, by which they were, v<~ry naturally, 

devouft'd. Two of the men were unable to see at all, from the 

effect of the snow. The chief mate was hetter. The tide, in a bole 

furnished with a measuring line, rose only fourteeu inches; and we 

remarked that we caught no fish except during' th~ bright sunshine. 

It is to he suspected, that in these frozen seas and lakes, they are 

in a torpid state during the extreme cold: and tImt they are roused, 

like the dormonse, 011 the occasional occurrence of heat. 

The men being blind for the present, ii'om the effects of iutlam

lDatioll, and. the native not lHH'ing brought the promised dogs, 

I was compelled to remain. I caused a bole to be made in the 

ice, and fc)und it seven feet and a (!uarter lllicl{; being very 

Dearly what it was at the ship when we came away: but there 

beillg only six feet water in depth, we had a proof of the great 

irregularity of the bottom. There was not})iog left for me to do 

~riBg tllisdetention, except to make Qhservatiolls and catch fish; 

l.mt.the1)QC\W~,c::~o("gl(X}m.Y wen,ther was equally ho(Stile to I;x>th. 
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I 'went with the surgeen to tbe tent.~ aoo,'fO'l'JDd,thatthe ,*litt~ 

hu(} been unsuccessful in their seal hunting, or' _bing,' 'which' Jast 

is perbaps the more appropriate term. One ,of tbem entreated Rtf.:, 

with ft.>ars, to telt him where he should find one: how were they to 

suppose that men so superior to tbemselves in a hundred things, did 

not know whatever concerned them most,? I pointed to a. place at 

hazard, that I might ~;ive them hope, at least, to occupy their time 

and stay their hunger: but it was not a very profound jest, to say 

that they would ef5rtainly take some if they wou1d wait fiJI the 

animals ea.me. 

We now learned that the bre.ach of engngement, hy another 

native, respecting a dog, arose from the circumstance of the animal 

having been bitten by a glutton: and the lameness of the ereotnr~ 

proved this to be true. J;~inding, howev(~r, that they had two otht'r 

dogs, it was agreed that we slum ld have them harnessed to my 

sledge, with agtlide, to procred to Neitchillee. rrhis too would hf:' 

ad'Valltageou~ to the aiHng men, who would thus have a IOll!J:er 

rest, and mig'ht be well .~nongh to return to the ship by the timt:' 

i had nnished my short expedition, The surgeon was well enough 

to go with me, but I tllought it right to leave him, to take eHre of 

the rest. 

We set ·out accordingly, at seven o'clock, o(!Companied by another 

native, who was to deposit some blubber at Neitchillee. Proceed .. 

;ug to tbe southward, we passed the mouth ofa river Ilamed 

Kete()at"a, and also two stations called Owhyahriuand Oabeushrek. 

SixmiJes further; w~ came toa. fine clear spring of water.; (.'8l1ed 

A.mitioke, risingtlJoough sand, and much wa.rmer than. tbe,thawed 

SROW, ofeQ:1lll'Se;i.while:we fouodtbaf it had considerably o"er ... 
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aowed tIle surrounding land during the winter: 8: sllffi()ientproot 

of jtsbigh temperature~~bich, unluckjly, I had U~ means. Hf 

ascertaining~ Looking from the river ill which we nowwere3 the 

west bank of which was low and fiat, we could .~ the mountain 

of Neitchillee, and in the reverse direction, otlJerhigb. land, wlHmcf' 

a ridge seemed to join the former, taking, atler this~ a soutb-west 

direction. 

Proceeding now down the Amitioke, which was still frozen, and 

a hundred yards wide, Wt~ arrived at its cntralloe into the great lake 

of Neitchillee; beyond which, at the distance of half a mile, is the 

exit of the river that leaves this lake; the course ofwbich we eould 

traee in a south-east uireetion, as t1tr as the eye could discern any 

thing. On the west side there was a plain; but ou the eastern one 

the land was high, witI) the two insuJated mountains of NeitchiUee 

and Tulluktok. 

The name Neitchillee is equally given to the land, the riv.?f, th~ 

Jakt~, and the village, or settlemt~nts, of the natives. There were hert; 

houses tc)r botit seasons: the usual snow hut"" namely, amounting to 

twenty-one, and the summer houses, some of which had circles of 

stones lw..arly three feet high, f'(wming a gToup ofihirty. 'I'lw largest 

of these was au oval of fourteen t(~et by twelve. The surface. was 

here covered by the bones of the animals which the inhabitanto; }Jatl 

eaten. 
I took the Esquimaux who had conducted us hither, to a'5celld 

the moulltain with me i and, in our way, found a wolf that had 

'been parsning a large herd of reindeer. It took to flight 011 seeing 

us; to the joy of the guide, who was airdid it migllt have carried off 

cmeof his yoong d5)gs. The colonrs, which had been carried 11}1 
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for that purpose, were placed on the top, with the consent of the 

natives, and thence I bad a most extensive view. The termination . ' 

of the extensive piece of water beneath us, towards the south-west, 

was invisible; but it was .' bounded by flat land on each side, on 

which I could count bundreds of reindeer. To the northward, the 

river Amitioke Was seen for a long space towards its source, wIlen 

it was lost among the distUIlt mountains. The land in that direction 

was hig'her than that onwhidl we stood; and a stream, running 

from it through a:q"ft.l'ine, tonfl(~d a cascade, which, presenting 

nothing but its complicated pendants of icicles instead of 1~1J)ing 

wah~r, I)roduced 'ave"" singular efiect. Tlu·~ name uf the Vis

(~ount-ess Melvine was gi¥en to tbis remarkahle scene. 

After descending; I measur~d tbe hreadtb of the river opposite to 

the huts, and found it to be two hundred feet, with a dt'pth of thirty. 

I was; informed that there were many rapids and Wtltcr-filJJs between 

the lake and the eastern sea, and that a canoe could Hot ascend. 

The guide said that there was also a river at the other eud, whieh, 

he believed, was not navig'able, and which ran into the western sea; 

hut that it was very far oif. The alternate dJ(~d. of the sunshinc 

and the cold on tbe face and hauds, hlistered tbe skin while I wu .... 

here employed in skeMhing the land. Having' finally taken 

a meridian observation, I quitted NeitchiUCt! at one o'clock. 

,W esaw many cranes and plovers; but having unfortunately lost 

l'lIy st?Ck of percnssion caps after sl.ooti:nga'sDipe, I could fire no 

.more; to the gr,eat surprise of the llatives, to whom I eould only 

excuse myself by pretending snow blindness; not wisbingthem to 

sUllpose that our nre-arms· -could ever be disabled or useless. Tlii~ 

loss proved still mor,e ve:x.atioo!\on tbe pa.~sage ofadoeand ber 
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fan,.,wbich·came within tWel'tty yards of the sledge; at the sigllt 

of.whioktetnpta:tion,':greater·perhaps to them than even to a de~I'

staJket":ot;rny o'WIl,',oollntry.they enconrag'cd me to .fire, with loud 

vGcirerations.,TMs, unibrtuna~ly,was impossible; '~Bdtbe dogs, 

breaking'tl1erestniint in which they were held~ set ,off inchaoe, with 

the sledge at their heels, but. were SOQU stopped by.ibJ becoming 

entangled, among the stones. 

, Having arrived ,at our tent at ~ve o'clock, the guide was paid ~ 

on whicb ,be departed, after being infot'med tIuet we would call on 

them in our way bomewa,rds. It was satisfactory to find that the 

people were nearly recovered,and that we had still provisions until 

Sunday. Another note for Commander Ross was uQwdeposited 

under acaim which we erected: informing the natives' that itwa.s 

a mark for tIle ship, which would hereafter 'be useful to them as well 

as to ourselves, and receiving tbeirpromise not to pull it ,down, 

A t nine o'clock we struck our tent in a tllick fog; and, departing 

at eleVfm, called at the buts according to promise. We found two 

pairs of the inmates, each a mall and his wife; in their respective 

beds, with a trough of boiled fisb and oil between them, on which' 

they were feeding, much like swine, their faces and hands being 

bedaubed with ,this odorous compound. Another native then 

arrived with a seal: and as it was be whom I had directed wber~ 

to find, those animals,he seemed to think that I should claim a 

share, butw. 8()OIl ,relieved of ,this fear by my refusal, which 

ptodtl~. V6G~ th,anks. 
'To'turrl>tllis gt'Btifllde to some account, I desired him to deliver 

a.tetoCOmmander Boss; which 1 aocordingly wrote; informing 
1a~/~fi)r1tbe third~, of the place of the provisions left for him., 



3.Jld. of other matt6r,s ;p,romi$iRg •• ';1:.0 the,",Bsqui._y~,that tile 
delivery of this letter would be rewarded by ·a'fi&b4Jook,. "WePthea 

pal"ted, on the lllQstf:rie:n~lyterms, alter I bad presented_cb ,ef'tbe 

women ,with, it. si~pooqe: to ,hangrolllnd,their aeeks'; .oee··.ef them 
., 

g·jving.uli a Q6l1lplimentary oonvoy alottgshuh,: foraboQttwotnil8: 

W~ had ~re fBUild, the \uative w.hohad been iU!9f ;a sore throat 

SO~ months before; and the .phial of tnedicine;be bad received 

was IH~nging from ,bis neck, surrounded by ~tber 4)maments.· . It 

did not seem to baH~ been ,opened; and had, probably been kept as 

a, charm. In return .for it, seeing that tbe' 8urg:eon,w88 suffering 

from ~QQthu~halld a ,swelled face, be proceeded instantly to his. own 

lUodepf C\lrc,: by tap.ping the .cheek three times,andblo~ng as 

f,ften in the patient's ilwe. That tile doctor. Rhortly recovered, .is 

f~rtain; . altO if it was by lQcans of the cllarm. it is not the first time 

that, toothacbhas be~ll cured iu the same mauner. 

JUlie ,c,. .; Tbt~,menbeing: n.ow quite ret."Overed t we continutid our journey 

wif,ll, spirit t ,in fine and clear weather. At sev.en, we reached the 

uQrth~~nd Qf tb~, .,g'reat : lake c-ctlJed .1'e~jgriak, and pitched (}ur 

tent; the SUll being very powerful at eight .o'clock in the tnoming. 

(~~~ b~fast .was calloo supper "bE-£30$e we had invenedtbe tl~nal 
nr(ler,of;~ing$ by going,tobed.Q ,nine. ,The .,now, had been deep 

aswe~mC;!),.~ ,it W~S n()wj, .. sti~()Qgh,fr~n_ ~ sarface,to 

vr~~~ 9~rl~ght::,skldg~,.frorn";~~;~~,,it 
,,·,:·I~!~, ~t/la4e, ~bich:,;':iIi? !teJJ~;,.u_'~'i~rs~t9i'be OB~Y'~ 

1~~i';M'j(Je i~.\sQlJl~·pl~$i{,be~,.it),iD()b'de.s·.a ·.(el~:,r.of· •• s. . ~ . 

b~, •. :~rt.fijI.~,:itt~~,thl!ee;~r:~mil~uJI~~;;~!~f 
i~~:p.,:,.o~.~Tl\e ic~~."on.;"it ~··:p"'bJ,~,.,~~ 
;1~!t., ... ti:1.. , • ...1' •• .1.:..:...... • .... """....:I6-oa "':.J"" to .~1 .... b..:·4.;;;:.·~· ... "9lW;·:,JIIe.il:~.;~~Wll ()f,~~; ... '. :'~b'~ ~8;:~.~\~~'i!1l~.i, .' .. 
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early part of the winter. The flattish lands ronnd it were stiH 

much covered by snow. 

We departed once more, at seven in the afterlloon, having made 

what was termed our breakfiL"lt: the weather being fine and denr. 

Having crossed two lakes, we arrived at the gulf of Shag-a-voke, 

which is the upper end of an arm of tlw eastern sea, extending 

inward ahout eight miles. Thus the isthmus is redueed to sevpn

teen or eighteen miles in breadth; whilf' twelve of these are fresh 

water: so that there are in rentity but five miles of laud hetweell 

tilt' eastern and the westem seas. 

As the gulf, inlets, ~md strait of Shag-a.-voke had !lot yf't I)(,t~ll 

regularly examined, I now changed our course to the south-east

ward; alld, after travf'lIing two miles through a very del'p snow, 

we eame to tht~ strait wllich s{'parates the glllf: or upper part, from 

tJw sound. Here, on each sidt~, there are prt~('ipices of nearly thret' 

hUllured teet high, the general hreadth of it being three-qnartf>rs 

of a mile; while a flat hoggy tract, uuder the northern Cliff: 

reduces th.~ breadth of the water, in that part, to less than two 

llUlluJ'ed if-d. 

We eould not make this Sunday a day of rest; amI I contillued .llIll Ii. 

my examluation of this inlet. About the middle, it was half a milt· 

wide, and bounded hy high mountains. Our progress was ren-

dered very tedious and laborious hy the d(-'ptll of the SIlOW; so tlmt 

we did not anive at the second strait, whieh separates the middl{' 

of the inld from the lower part, or bay, till three o'eloek. A point 

of lanel here pr(~jecting from the north side, seems to block Ollt the 

sea; looking like an island, but conllected with the shore hy all 

isthmus, and leaving the lJreadth uf the water, in this place, about 

a E 
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a hundred feet. There were many rocks in the middle of it : and 

tlle ice beiilg 1I0W pa.rtially broken up, the tide was running up at 

the rate of four miles an hour; while· we caJculated, from the Dld 

high water-mark, that it would still .. flow for two hours. This 

would be five o'elock, and it was the day of full moon. 

Uelow this peninsula, the channel of tbis strait bends to the 

southward, and a part of it runs into a gulf formed by a second 

peninsula, resembling the first, but projecting at ,'ar.ious points, so 

as to produce a v~ry intricate passage. At this d·ivision of the 

water, there is a reef of large stones, resembling a mill-dam, bei.ng 

placed. diagonally, and probably a work of the natives for the 

purpose of directing the water fu the southern shore, where the 

principal channel Jies; while,on the opposite side, that forms a 

spacious bay backed by high land. The isthmus was eovered with 

circles of stones, being the remains of native hOllses; ancI we saw a 

singular square mound, smoQth, and covereo with vegetation, 

resembling the two fi.l.Ces of a bastion, which proved, on examina

tion, to be an alluviulD deposited at the meeting of two streams. 

How often such deposits have heen mistaken ior Roman and other 

e,U~mpwellts, in our own country, is well known. 

:rhe great inlet near this place measured about two tllOusand feet 

at the narrowest part; ,and, from this position, we saw the entrance 

of the, bay, tlm~e miles off, being the outer part of Shag-a-voke. 

Tbe nQrth side of thi!ii ,opening deseellded gradually to a low point 

projecting eastward.; the southern one continull1g foul' miles more in 

the same direction,. and then trending to the south-east. 1'his side 

appeared clear(tf mcks,and islets; but oW the other, the.,e 'WaS a 

rock, yery.remark.ble,wWch,: with .twootber. islands> . were named: 
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after my friend,T. Ti!son, .Esq., and his daughters, as seen ill tht" 

plate; while, further north, there were three islets, taking an ealiOjt

erly direction, which seem uearly joined to the main at low water. 

We arrived a.t the southernmost of theSt! islands at seven in the 

morning; and at this time the action of the sun on the snow had 

rendered travelling' very difficult: the proper time, in reality, being 

the night; whence our inversion of day and night for the purposes 

of rest and sleep. The tent was here therefore pitched, and the 

lUen allowed to rest and eat, while I made some- necessary ob~erva

t.ons for the latitUlle, hut was oLliged to refer those f{lr the longitude 

to a future comparison with tlw ship's place, as my chronometer 

bad m~t with an accident. A hare and a braee of -ptarmigans 

were killed, and I saw many ,C,"ulls and small birds. 

At five in the afternoon, the men being rested, we proceeded with 

our package, and departed at seven. 1'he labour in this part of 

the journey was very ~evere, as we were oh1iged to draw the sledge 

over hummocky ice for eight miles; sinking' up to onr knees at 

every step, aud otten being' obliged to lift it over the obstructions. 

This piece occupied us six honrs. The weather was fortunatelv 

very dear, aud the snow had wasted away very much from tht-' 

laud. 

At half-past one we had reaelled Cape Keppel, where we hoistt'd .Ill1lt 7. 

our colours, and halted for refreshment: after which, resuming onr 

journey, we found the ice smoother, and got on very well, makinA' 

a drawing of that rock whieh resembles the Bass} and giving it the 

n~me of Adolplnls Dalrymple, on account of its similarity to the 

crest of that hlmHy. Two miles further off, we saw a Rag Hying, 

and titus knew tbata. party frOiD the shill bad been sent in searcll of 

3E2 
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us. Arriving at it, we fonoo a note n-omMr. c Thoro, who; fearing 

tbat we might want provisions, bad caused AOme tobe,deposited 

in a place indicated, where we a(.'Cordingly found them.' We did 

not happen, however, to be in want ; having husbanded our own, 

by means of tish and venison. We saw, about the precipices to

day, many gulls and owls, with numerous seals in the pools 

which now lined the shore. 

A t seven, we aTTived at the ship, after an absence of nearly nine 

days, and found ev~ry thing right, and all in good healtll. If it is 

but justice to the mfln to say that they exertedtbemselves to the 

utmost, they deserve even more praise for a very ditlerent display 

of obedience and. self ... devotedness. As I,was the onlyoqe who 

drank no spirit", and was also the only person who had not inflamed 

eyes, I represented that the use of grog was the cause, and therefore 

proposed that they should aban<ion this indulgence: showing tllf

ther,tbat altboughI was very much the olde,,~t of the party, I hon' 

fatigne better than any of them. There was no hesitation in ac

quiescing; 'and the· merit was the greater,· since, independently of 

the surrender of a seaman's fixed· babit."', they had always consi

dered this the chief part of ,their flUpport. Thus we brought back 

at] of this stock which had ,not been consumed the first day. 

It is diffieult to persuade Dum. even though they should not be 

habitual drinkers; of spirits, that the use :()f these liquors is debi

litating'instead; of the:: ire¥erse·. . TIle immediate stimulus gives 

a temporary courage, anditsetfect is mistaken for an infusion of 

new strength. But the slightest attention will show how,exact\y 

the result is the reverse. It is sufficient to give men, under bam. 

and steady labour, a dratIght of the usual grog, or a dram, to 
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perceive, that, often in a few minutes, they beeome languid, am1, a~ 

they generally term it, faint; losing their strength, in reality, while 

they attribute that to the continuance of the fatiguing exertions. 

He who will make the corresponding experiments on two equal 

boats' crews, rowing in a heavy sea, will soon be convinced that 

the water drinkers will far outdo the others: while no better tes

timony to this is required than the experience of the men who work 

in the iron foundries. That is the hardest work wbieh falls to a 

man to do: and so well do the labourers in this department know 

that they (~annot perform it, if they drink even heer, that their sol ... 

beverage doring all the hourlii of this hot and heavy labour, is water. 

If London draymen and coal heavers are of a different opinion, 

every one knows the result; as the self-indulgence whidl leads to this 

luxurious and profligate practice is not less known. 

It is not that J am declaring myself an advocate for temperalw", 

societies, whatever may be their advantages, lIor that I am desirous 

of copying a practice lately introduced into some ships, und€r 

whatever motives: but were it in my power, as commanding a 

vessel, I would exclude the use of grog, on the mere grounds of its 

debilitating efiects, and independently of any ulterior injury which 

it may do: reserving it for those cases alone in which its use may 

be deemed medicinal, or, for any special reasons, l1!iileful. 

Such is the account of this journey: but as it contains no register 

of the proceedings at the ship for So many days, I lDust resume that 

once more from the first of June,tbe records lu~vjng been made, ill 

triy 'absence, by Mr. Thorn. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

PROCEEDINGS IN THE SHIP FRo.M THE FIRST OF JUNE-COMMANDER 

ROSS'S RETURN. 

"1' HE men w("re at· work at the leeboards. The thermometer at 

27°, with a fog. 

,J utle '2. On the fQl10wing day the caulking proceeded, and the dead eyes 

were preparing for the mainmal'lt. Three gTouse were !-Ibot, and 

,IIII;(~ ::. the thermometer rose to. 2!t. Ou the third there was little change 

.J1l1l!' 4. 

in the heat; the wo.rk in the ship still gQing Qn. 

On the fourth much of the snow was disSQlved round the strip; 

the SUll now having great power. A party Qf natives came to it, 

including the wooden ... leg~~d man, who., having broken his new 

leg, was drawn by dogs, o.n a seal-skin, their fish sledges having 

been eaten. H.e was repaired by the carpenter, and departed. The 

thermQmeter was 27q at IDidnight. The usual wo.rk about the ship 

.lillie 5. occupied the following day as well as the present, and the tempera-

ture did not material1yebange. 

Jllne~. Being Sunday, the "oourcb service was read, a~it had been during' 

my presence on ,board. A party of seven men, with the carpenter, 

WaR afterwards sent to the southward, with directions for depositing 

a supply of provisions at the flagstaff, where we found it; and also 

in tbehopes of meeting mt, should tlley be able to extend their 
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walk far enoug·h. They returned, after travelling seven miles to no 

purpose as far as that was concerned. 

This was the day on which we rejoined the slllp, after an ahsence June 7. 

of eight days and a. half, amI I may here resum(~ my own journal. 

I foulld the thermometer to-day at 32°, anu the work 011 the ship JlIlle~. 

gomg 011. The SllOW was rapidly and steadily melting during the 

day t and the appearance of the laud was, in eonsequence, greatly 

changed. The rigging of the maiu and fore masts was fast advanc-

ing; and the heat rose as high as J){/, falling ta3r ill the Hight of June !.'. 

tlle following day, which found the toretopmast got up, and tht-. 

bowsprit better secured, by ne,,, work. 

In addition to the progress of our other work, we cut a hole ill JUllt· 10. 

the ice above the Krusenstern, hut could not get a sight of her. 

such was the depth under which she was for t.he present buried. 

A hare and {emr gruuse having been killed, wert~ found to have 

acquireu their SUlllluer plumage and (~oating. The .ce became 

more and more covered with water, daily; though the tllt~I'lUO-

meter had rather sunk for the last three days. 

The canvas roof was entirely removed this uay, amI a sumllwr 

awning spread. It was donuy; and the first rain of this season 

fell in the evening. The torrent..; were seen running down the hills, 

and numbers of dueks and brent geese made their appearance tt)r 

the first time. The several kinds of animals, I need scarcely now 

say, (onu a calendar of the year in this country, as the flowering of 

plants does in our own; where the emigrations of birds, jf 1 eXf:ept 

the swallow, nightingale, and cuckoo, art! little noticed ill com

punsOB. 

On SUliday, a heavy tall of snow came 'on, early in the morning; 

JUlle 1 J. 

J IIlie l'~ 
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and, lasting till night, the ground wa.~ once more covered. At 

eight p. Ill., Commander Ross and his party returned, all in good 

health. They had travelled along the coast that led westward, a 

hundred miles west of NeitchiHC:!e; establishing the continuity of 

the continent as far as the 99° of Jone,ritude, and in latitude 700
; 

being about a hundred and fifty miles to the westward of our pre

sent position. They had also travelled along the coast about twenty 

miles to the westward, north of the inlet wl1ich enters on the west

ward of the isthmu~. In returning, they found that my deposit of 

provisions for them had been partly eaten and partly destroye.d by 

the natives; but they still found as much as they required, visiting 

the south-west river of Neitchillee before returning homeward. 

The country which they traversed was barren, and formed of lime

stone; they saw no deer nor any otber animal except the willow 

partridge. But they found that the ice in the small lakes at 

Padliak h~ given way, and that tbe same was the case ill the 

bay of Shag-a-voke. I must however now, as I have done be .. 

fore, refer to Commander Ross's own narrative. 



• 
• .. 
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• CHAPTeR XXIX . 
• 

COMMANDER ROSS'S N'ARRATIVE. 

ON the present expedition I was accompruoioo. by Mr. 1IIac. 

diarmid as far as Graham's Valley: the object of his attendance 

being that I might point out to him a spot to wbich provisioru • 
might be carried to await us OD om retorn. l~ollowing the track 

of our party, we found them encamped four or live miles to tbe 

north of 1'~DoOO-leed ; and OD ipquiry we found that one of tbem 

had been so affected by cramps, soon after setting out, tbat the rest 
were obliged to carry him in the boat ~s far as they were able to do 

this; the additional load thus proiluoed, together witb the loss of 

one hand out of their small number, baving prevented them from 

lOaking any further progress. Some of the men were also suffering 

from ,in/larumation of the eyes, by wbicb the .mate Hlanky, in 

particular, was especially affected . 

• 

1'he sun's rays now became so powerful at noon, that, added to Ma)' 18. 

this evil , already couunellced. but too soon, J resolved to resume the 

plan of travelling by night : we Illerefore commenced tb~ present 

day'sjourney at three in the nftenlOoD; but the snow was so soft that 

we were three bours in reaching 1'00-0000-1...:1, whence Blanky" 

increased inflammation prevented us from proceeding for two or 

three hours. We at length found it necessary to leave him behind 

• 3 F 
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lWder tbe care of the sflrgeon. however inconvenient such a 10. 
was to our small party: as it was also easy to procure a sledge 

from the F~quimaux. to carry him back to .the ship. Thus also we 

unfortunately were unable to carryon the surgeon to the inten4¢ 
spot; since it was necessary that be should return with a man 

whose future services we cou\d not a;fford to hazard; and hence, 

unable now to calculate .on th~ depot of provisions which we had 

intended to make at Pad-le-ak, I was obliged" to limit materially 

the period wbich.:Lhad intended for my absence on 'this expedition. 

Leaving them comfQrtablyplaced in th~ hut wbich we bad formerly 

occupied, together with a quantity of provisionfi in case of deten-
• • 

tion, we proceeded on our journey. Our force was thus reduced to 
four men, including Abernethy; and- though assisted by eight dogs 

in a second sledge, our load was quite as great as we cou1d manage, 

since it consisted of three week's provisions, besides instruments 

and clothes, and a skin boat. 

Ascending the hill from the bay of Too-nood-Ieed, and on the 

first lake, we noticed the tr'acks of a deer, with those of two wolves 

in pursuit, accompanied by fragments of hair and skin which the 

latter had tom from its sides; finding, 110t long after, the .animal 

it"elf, .partly devoured by its enemies. Our approach bad probably 

&igbtene~ tbemra~ay, and our dogs thus came. ill fora share of, 

the prize, 

A fal~ of snow, with a fog, at midnight,. r~nder~d it very difficult 

for us totindour way'across the ,great Middle Lake, and we were 

th~refo~o\lliged to~ ourselv~,chiefiy by thedireetioo of the 

May. 19. wind until three jn the moming,lWlienwe!en-calllped forrest. :&t 
a serene ,aitenMf)R fol~owed,;.,and, 'recoD!lmelNli.g,~_ )~xeJtioDsr:.t 



8i!t, in tne~ev~nlrl.g, 'We'1irrive<f' 'ill sight of the sea' at e'leven' o"Hock. 

Here, a view from the hill on our right enab1ed me to determine '. ' otlrfntu:re route; and hence I could discem the low land of the 

oppOsite-':!shore, stretclling' acr6sg" the bay from Nei-tyel-le to 

within fifteen or' twenty degrees of (~ape Isabella. To this cape 

I then determined to proceed, because I could there obtain a more 

coltunanding view of the inlet, on account of its greater elevation, 

1'he party which I had thus quitted for a short time, had all

rttmncoo. their fl'rrival on the shores of tile w~ste'rn sea hy three 

dieers: it wac; to'Il1e, as well as to them, and still more indeed to 

the leader than to his followers, a moment of interest well deserving' 
# .. 

tIle llsual "hail" of a seaman; for it was the ocean that we had 

pitlTsned, the object of Ollr hopes and exertions; the free space 

wbich, as we once had hoped,_ was to have c~rried us round the 

AtBerican continent: which ought to have given us the triumph for 

which we and all our predecessors had laboured so long and so 

bard. It would have done all this, had not nature forbidden; it 

might have done all this had Ollr chain of lakes been an inlet, had 

this valley formed a free communication between the eastern and 

western seas; hut we had at least ascertained the impossibility; the 

desired sea was at our feet, we were soon to be travelling along itc; 

surface; and, in our final disapllointment, we had at least the con

solation of having removed all doubts and quenched all anxiety, of 

,MeJiDS" tgat where God had said No, it was forman to submit, and 

to be thankful' rorwhat had been granted. It was a solemn mo

.~nt, IleY$'t,o, befotgotten; and'irrevc;r wtlsthe cheering of a sea

-.n sw' jmpre~siv~rbreakitlg as it did on .tI1e stillness of the night, 

~"'" dais<. dreary'W'8fItJe .r'ice 'add: sno~:where there was not an 

3F2 
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(j~cCft& 'remind us of life, and not!~a sound seemed· ever to l2ave 

been heard. 

At 'midnight we proceeded owr tIle level of the Sea ice, { and, 

passing some hummocks, amved at,tbe desired cape, at six in the 
May '20. morning. Our encampment here was of.a novel nature ; being 

formed by excavating, ·in a rid~ of'snow, a burrow, large encmgh 

to contain the party, which was, then roofed by the skin b()at; 

securing afterwards its 'side8to the surface, by means of the snow 

that had been removed. An opening being made' on the lee sid~, 

it was stopped up by a block of fJIlOW for a door, and, by mtIWs of 

the blanket bags, we contrived to make our beds both ~arm and 

soft. A spirit lamp served to melt sufficient snow for drink; while 

thus, for many subsequent nights, we enjoyed a sounder sleepthan 

we had often done uuder circumstances far more comfortable and 

prom}!i~mg. 

Cape IsabeUarises abmptly, and often precipitously, to about 

five hundred feet above the level of the sea, and is formed of grey 

granIte, presenting patches of vegetation, which, for this climate, 

seemed to ba'!e been unusually luxuriant in the past ~ummer. The 

tracks ,of grouse; ha.res, and foxes, were the 'Only indication::; of 

animal life that were seen. 

Frem tb~ accounts of the Esquimaux, I had expected::to see 

a narrow entrance to this inlet,heyond the cape, to wbieh they laad 

given the name of Ik-k~sb ... yuk; as they had aJsoiescribed 

ittQ he formed by a low point to the westward, and some islands. 

But, instead' ,'of this, the 18.¥don which I stood, still preservooits 

westerly trending, while: tbe opposite :sliore diverged; and Itb~ 

(,~nolttded' ~t ,thi;repertedlnlfttwas 'Oil tbe.~'opposed' t., .. y 
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preeteItt p-lace,· where several sman islands skirted the .northern .paTt 

gf it to the south-west. Under these circumstances, I considered 

that Illy.best plan was to coutinue along this coast as far as the en

trance 9f the inlet; the boundary of which would be determined by 

the hummocky ice of the ocean. The needful observations for this 

cape were then made; but, in returning to the party, I had the 

misfortune to break my only compass by a fall; an accident which 

prev.ented me from making any further observations on the variation 

of the needle, and thus causes a blank which.1 must regret, per

yading the remainder of this journey. 

Our labour hitherto had exceeded. our strength; and it was 

therefpre regulated thenceforward, that we should rise at four in 

the afternoon; and, after Ollr meal, with the nec~sary stowage and 

arrangements, proeeed on our daily, or rather nightly, journey 

between six and seven: limiting the length of it to ten hours. The 

labour of encamping, the evening (being truly a morning) meal, 

repairs of clothes, and other matters, then occupied three or fQHf 

hours, so that the seven or eight remaining were left for sleep. 

Under this new arrangement we set out at six in the evening; 

pursuing our route close along shore, under tlia pntiecting point or 

limestone which skirts Cape Isabella, and extends along this shore 

for some miles, where it i~ broken into capes and inlets by means 

of long ridges of that rock. .. The direction, here, o~ the coast, j()r 

about ten miles, is west-north-west, after which it becomes more 

DQrtherly; and it became ne<.'essary to examine the whole of the 

bays alld inlets thus formed, because I understood from the natives 

thatth~ eJltran~ of the expected inlet was narrow . They, how

."J'~;:prQ~edshaJ.Ww.; and being ligb~ in compal'i~on with the 
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:loaded.,party, I was enablw,to"Searoh ythe waoleaeClltawty;, 

while, the rest skirted the coast between. the several point~. 

After a fatiguing day's journey of twenty miles, we halted soon 

after four in the morning; and, ill this as in the preceding, we 

passed several ca.noes coveted with stones, and some caciuJes of 

provisions belonging to the Esquimaux~iwbich, of course, we took 

eare not to disturb. The occasional discovery of,seaweed, shrimps, 

aud shellfish, also served to confirm us in the belief that we were 

reallyon tile shore!; of the oceuu, and not ·of any freshwater lake, 

sUpposillg that there could have been, here, one of such magnitude 

as: to :occuPY tbe great fiat space, of ice before us. This, indeed, 

bad been at one time imagined by some of the party, in conse

qU,ence of the want of a tide-mark on the shore, and of there beillg 
• 

uohummocky ice in the offing. 

}""or the last four or five miles of this journey, the coast wa.!' 

formed of granite, containing large crystals of felspar, with gar

llets; tll~bills,atasbort distance from the sea attaining the height 

of six or seven hundred feet. 

,()ur present encampment was on the shore of a sma)) illl(;t; and, 

Oil examining it, I !Oulld a good harbour, };Jut of no great extent, at 

its end, well protected by two small islands. Meeting the party at 

tqe further poi!)t.of tJlis,sinuo$ity~ a SROW but was found; and tbi~ 

we belieyed tobave been OQcllpied by .tOe natives, who had arrived . ' 

l\~. ~he ship &hortly before our departure. Here., from a lofty point, 

I gained a very extensive view of a considerable inlet to the west .. 

~~~ oft}te ~pe,whicb ,~elnedto promise the desired(opening to 

the.iPo);;P",ocean, as I judged from the'~veryditfer6llt ch~racters (;( 

tlW ~!Q .sbo .. ~~ <' That •.. AJl.. which . I,stooclwas fonned·· of grabit~:t 
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high and rugged, deeply intersected by ravines, and skirted 'hy 

numerous rocky islets; wbile the opposite one was very low) and 

consisted of limestone. 

In order to save time, I proceeded immediately, in 'company 

with Abernethy, to examine this inlet; taking, to aid US; the 

sledge, with five dogs, so as to assist us alternately, and thus 

diminish that fatigue by which we should have been inconve

Diently retarded. We thus passed many islets along the eastern 

ibore, presenting abundant traces of l~squim~ux; and, after an 

bour's traveUing toward the north-west, arrived at the entrance of 

an arm of the sea, or perhaps of the mouth of a river, abont half ~1 

mile in hreadth. Here the hills on each side were of granite, 

rising, in some l)]aces, perpendicularly, to the height of three hun

dred feet The glassy surfilce of the iee, here at least, indicated it~ 

frt'$hwater origin; and this, with other puzzling circumstanCt~S, 

rendered a minute examination necessary. 

We therefore continued our jOllrney; and after traveUing five or 

six miles to the north-north-:-east, reached the termination of the 

inlet, ruld there found the estuary of a river; the banks being con

tracted at t.he exit to a few hundred feet, so as t.o produce a rapid; 

while, a little higher up, it. was a quarter of a mile in breadth. 

The number of canoes that we found buried on the western hank, • 
proved it to he a principal fishing statioll of the Esquimaux; as 

we might equally have judged froin the numerous landmarks and 

caohies . 

. Threweatber being very fine, I a~cended a hiJI about a thousand 

feetihighJ whence I obtained an extensive view of a chain of lakes, 

leading-to the nortb.-east tJu'ough ulimestone country; while the 
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granite' hills took a ft6rtJi ... rtorth-wes1:er1r tlirectWn. III deseendi .. g .. 
.. ~, party came in sight Ilear the bottoJn; of this inlet; and being 

directed onwards to tbe further point, I completed the survey of 

this bay, end rejoined themat,tJleir encampment. The river tllus 

discovered was named after Nicbol~ Garry, Esq. 

May !2. A fresh breeze made our burrow colder than was agreeabJe" 

though tbethermometer was still ubove zero. The drift and haze 

which accompanied,prevented us also from starti"g till eight in 
the evening, wben we continued our journey along the coast, which 

SQOI} began to trend to the northward of west; and" shortly after, 

thecbeering sight of the sea, (,'Overed with hummocks of ice, C011-

vtnced me tbatwe had at length arrived at the strait called Ik-ke

rush-yuk by the &quimaux. Continuing to follow the coast, we 

found it turn quicklyrOUIJd to the north-west; while the heavy

washed sea ice on our left removed aU doubt of the course now to 

be pursued. 

I therefore resolved to reach. tbe opposite coast, sbould this 

attempt prove to be practicable ; and pnding a favourable tract of 

SIIIOOth ice~ we, left ·that 00 wbich we were, before midnigJlt. In 

proceeding, we.ca:aeto aridgw! ofhwnmocky ice thirty feet higb. 

running across. our· patft"whicbw6.bad ,great ditlieulty in sur

ItlQunting ;it beillg ~ to carry the lU$gag~ ovel' it, and ,to 

oat:a passage:forA1Re fJkd~/witb ases.;1 ~.~upjed:more tWm 
an bour ;'·wheo;,obsefYing IifIwe, isleta: t9tlte solAth ... west that had 

previously been cooooa4ed ,by this ridge, we steered for them, and 
afterpaMiug,~ low.er,ones, nearly ona level:with.~.aatice, 

wenM;bJi~ by; asu.pert.teni~"baze, to .encampo~,.tbe~~_. ,()( 
anextensjve islanct at nv, _the ;1:Il~r,i~i,.,of ~tltfj.,~n*,,,,,,U.ir4l; 
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baring travelled about sixteen miles. rnlis, heing the anniversary May n. 

of'our departure from England, was distinguisbeAl by a dinner of 

frozen roast beef, and, what was now rare with us, a gla.liJs of !,J'fog. 

-. The group of islets to the north ... west was named Beverly, and 

the land on which we encamped Matty Island~ in compliment 

to the fair donors of the beautiful silk colours which we then 

displayed, in honour of the day, and on the usual fonnalities of 

taking possession of this hitherto undiscovered spot. 

Towards noon, the clearing away of the haze allowed me to 

obtain a good view, disclosing the north end of this island, about 

two miles off, with a !,'1'eat extent of ocean, terminating in hea\'y 

packed ice. Here, also, seeing that the land to the south-west wa!'l 

low, and apparently broken into islands, I resolved to keep along 

the north shore of Matty island, where the hummocky ice assured 

me that we were on tbe boundary of tbe great northern ocean. 

~T e therefore pursued our journey at the usual time, but found 

the way extremely laborious among this rough ice; while our toili' 

were much increased by a thick fog, wbich froze on our clothes so 

as to render liS nearly incapable of moving under their we.ight and 

stiffness. It was even with great difficulty, so much were the men 

exhausted, that we could form our encampment at six in the morn

ing, when we halted. The place we chose was under the west 

point of Matty island, formed, like the Beverly islets, of small 

ridges of limestone, rising to a . considerable height, which bave 

a west-s&uth-westerly direction. We had coasted along it about 

twelve miles; but an else that we had seen consisted in a few 

tracks· of .partridges, together with some footc;teps of bears, har~. 

~'fo"es. whicb·appeart'd quite recent.' 

3G 
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We were in a miserable plight, from the fatlgues of this day, and 

passed a comfortless night. To resume our hard and frozen dresses, 

was also a most difficult and painful operation; hut the eve,ning 

proved fine, and a little courage and exertion soon put us in motion 

once more. 1"J-om the place which we, thus, shortly attained, the 

opposed shore of the island which we had left, appeared divided 

into numerous islets; while the ridge of hummocky iee whieh we 

had crossed on the day before, \Va..;; elevated above the heavy pack 

that filled the inlet,Cl and stretched out in an unbroken line as t~tr as 

the eye could reaeh, in a direction toward the north-north-west. 

After three hours of hard lahour, we succeeded in erossing from 

Matty island to a low point of the mainland to which I g'uve ,Mr. 

Abernethy, our mate's name; conferring that of eape Sabine Of) 

a cape to the northwest which we shortly afterwards rounded. W"e 

thence found the eoast trending direetly to the westward; and }lert' 

May 25. finding level ice as well ali fine weather, we made a rapid progress 

along the shore; halting at six on the morning of thf: twenty-fiftll 

of May, after a smart day's jounley of twenty miles, and em~amp

ing, or burrowing, on a point which I named Cape Yomig, after 

the n1ember for 1'ynemQuth. 

A reef extending from this point north-westward, for two miles 

and a half, so as to meet the north point of Tennent island, proteet~ 

a.n excellent 'harbour, could such a harbour ever be of any use: 

and its entrance, which is two miles wide, is divided in ti!f.' middle 

by an islet that would effectually cover it from the invasion of 

heavy ice .. A~ the island was named after Mr. Emerson Tennent, 

so has tbis; by the title of Port Emerson. 

Setting out at eight o~cloek, we passed along the reef and by the 
southern end of Tennent island, gaining the opposite shore of the 
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harbour at eleven o'clock. Here the land trended to the west

north-west till we crune to the last point of an extensive inlet, or 

bay, to which was giv(~n the name of Bannerman, in complimeut 

to the member for Aherdeen. To cross this was a very laboriout' 

task, and occupied us t.hree hours; the ice heing extremely rugged 

amI hummocky, and also covered with loose SHOW, which lay very 

deep among the crevices. After this, the land trended more to tht· 

northward; whell, following it during three more hours not lesl' 

laborious, we at length rested at five in tlw mOI~li ng, in oue of our May 2(i. 

usual burrows; a house, which with a little pardon for the want of 

precision in the term, might be ea lied subterrauean. 

I here begau to doubt what our actual position might be, when 

I now consi<kred all the indentations of the coast that we had seen 

or passed. The <jUestioll with me was, whether we wt.'n~ in reality 

skirting a continent, or whether an this irregular huul might Bot be 

a chain of islands. Those unacquainted with fi'ozen dirnates l~ke 

the present, must recoiled. that when all is ice, and all one dazzJin~ 

mas!' of white, when the surface of the sea itself is tossed up and 

fixed into rock!", while the lami is on the contrary, very often fiat, 

if not. level; when, ill short, there is neither wat.er nor land t.o bt: 

seen, or when both are equally undiscrimillat.ed, as well by shape 

as by colour, it is not always so easy a problem as it might seem 

on a superficial view, to determine a fact which appears, in word!' 

to be extremely siulple. 

At any rate, I could not satisfy myself: in our present position: 

and thence one disagreeable consequence, which, tl'itling' as it may 

seetll to a reader when compared to an essential geographical fact, , 
was.of 110 small moment to us: and iI\deed to the progress and , . 

3G2 
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suooes.l'i « the.' expedition· i1self. Had 'We heeil sure that w'e . were 
on the continent, we might have left i.o coneea1menta, large por~ 

tWn of, our provisiolls, and tbis would have ellnWed, us· ...,p~ 

with much more ease and rapidity . But in ·case that it ,proved but 

a chain of islands, tbese would have . been left behind"to .u1' 

unspeakable inaoRvenience~ or, rather perhaps to ourdesU-lICtion', 

iu'case I should"do what was'reallY1CSsential, in returning 9y the 
continental shom; wbile. ifnot·dari~!to attemllt tbis fotsncha 

rmsoo, a 'principabobjeet ~of our .;.umey 'Would ,Ilave beeR aban ... 

cloned. I ~was: therefore fat lengthtittennined· to, take the ·safest 

resolution ; and tlnrsconsent ,to ,be' still encumbered with the 

heavy load that so much augmented our labours, and so disad .. 

Vo.uta,geously contracted our time;· . 

,And, indeed, dilDinishooasthe weight was by the cawmmption 

which· our provisions, had already undergone, that Joad was not 

only 1JtiU, 8. la6ivy 'ofte,but was, relanvely,to our strength; eveu 

more tl'OOblesDme tban, it bad ,hitherto been. " Tbe,(.logs hadbeeome 

worse, Ulan. useless" ,·,froIIll the .eontinned laoonrwhicfJ"they: bad 

~td'i a1ldwbich,w~ could.eotdiminishby;giviDg them"an noea.

siunal )tit. a·day,or twe, ,siut)e;we :Ct)tdd notafibFdtohazanl,tiM 

lessoi ;tba.e ~fiDe'weadier. "of wbicbithe termwa,s <fast approaching. 

LeJt!ftQ.rsim8lyIBa"e<_gott~\.it,; I iougat· perhaps: to'.y"that 
the .. bei~,t.()f_l1illnerin!thesel.,clitnat6stteaders!tnw.elling asitnp~ 

tieable,u"does tbe deptb?MiwillierI.L' It is D6t. tiHlt!t.he ·heat !:is: ~ 

iutQI.ahle tiIa.tt' the,>eold, .. tlNugh~.; ib,iS snftieiently:;t0'FmdntiDg and; 

ldIrAfrdrblit ,tir&at:tbe 'FOzeJt·:ear&ce·: ~ at firMtf,tIO.:'loetei IaR6 
wetf8s b)'Wt'oearly ilitpassablei';., while;~ as, tbe'l~aqcl!is~JlIid\~ 

on shore, and the water opens a#HAtea;"iUt~~1',iaipcHJliWe. 
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to travel either Dy landi or water; or rather;a8 I might siifely'say, 

by,that wbich -is ,b6th or neither. Latterly, indeed:,' we had but 

two of these' animals iu a.eserviceable stateJ 'a.'Dd tine, of the poor 

creatures' died at our present encampment. 

; -I here contrived to shoot two partridges, which not only gav.e us 

what was now rare, a warm meal, but enabled us to save our pro .. 

visions ja most important matter, as we were now situated. No 

one'will he surprised to·· hear how often during all these years we 

had fonued the idle wish that ·mencould live w~bOlO.t food; a wish, 

idle andnonsensiC'cll as we felt it, that was ever intruding, 'sinee 

the necessity of eating was the ever .. recurring ,obstacle to all our 

endeavours. 

Three low islands, situated about ten nlHesto the northw.ard'of 

Gur present position, were named BeaufOrt islamls, kfter the wel1-

known hydrographer to the Adm:iralty. "A dense' hwze prevented 

us-fioom moving till nine o'clock on this evening, when, :continuing 

our journey, we arrived at the ea.~ern poitlt of an ·'extoehsive bay, 

and held along down its eastern shore, ill a south ... westerly dime

tiOD; for two hours. J?rom diirerent places, Iobtait.eda complete 

view of it, and a11erwards rejoined tbe party OIl the opposite side. 

Tlte western side being steep, we had great diiiiculty ill' draghri:ng 

our \ sledges up the; bank; but, baving sUTIBounted:it, proceeded 

across: '. the country in' a north-west· direction, ,till we were com~ 

pellait ,byattbick fog, to balt on the margin of. an extensive lak~ 

db six riD' the' evenihg. . We had, gained but· eight· miks, owing to May 27. 

t8etime'dxpem:m in eDUlining,taebuyjust mentilmed, toW'hieb 

I~8'.W~d*l\e'DppeUa..tion: ofPamy, in gttatttude to all :oticett whOse 

..... ,i~ he~!a .sufficiant'lCHstinctiQm' 
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The l)f~jecting point in the centre of this bay was named 

Stanley, from him who is sufficiently known by his travels in Iee

land; and we here found several stone huts which appeared to have 

been occupied by the natives not long before. 

The weather being fine, we could hence distinguish the coast still 

trending to the north-west; and thence, as for otber reasons, I was 

desirou1'O to continue our journey for another day or two, in hopes 

that the sea line would shortly take the direction of point Turu", 

again, which, could we have attained it, would have been an object 

of first-rate importance; since we might thus have also completed 

this line of coast, and, here at least, have left nothing remaining 

for future investigators. 'Vi1l it be believed that I was not 

anxious to complete the survey of the north eoast of Allleriea, that 

with so important an ol~ject almost within my very reach, I was 

not desirolls to attain this great triumph? 

But my men were not less so; and it would be doing them great 

injustice, did I not here reeord their spirit and ambition. l~()r su(~b 

an attempt, it was neceSSAry to make a still further reduction in 

the allowance of provisions; and whatever they who are wdl fed 

and at ease may think, such sacrifices are not small to him who is 

already under fed and hard worked, who must exert himself every 

bour beyond his stren~rtb, who feels that tood would enable him to 

. go through bis task,al1d who, independently of this reasoning, is 

actually sufiering under tbe. instinctive and irrepressible cravings 

of animal nature. Yet on mentioning my wishes to the ma~ 

Abernethy, be informed me that the men had in.tended, them

selves, to .ake the saJDe proposal to me, and were only ~aiting for 

tbe proper opportunity of.transmitting their wisbes.tbrougb him. 
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It may be believed that I r~joiped in this generous feeling on their 

part~; .. and the necessaty reduction was therefore imme(liately an

nounced. 

Under this alteIation, which enabled us to advance for two days 

longer, we set out at eight in the evening, and, after passing over 

some sma)) lakes, reached the sea at deven. We then continued 

our course along the coast, in a north-westerly direction till mid

night, much annoyed by thick logs for a time, but finally reaching 

a point, at two o'dock on the twenty-eighth of ~Iay, whidl formed May ~R. 

one side of an extensive bay. This was named after Dr. Richardson : 

and as it was a convenient spot for a dept.t, since by it we should he 

obliged to rdurn, we resolved here to disburden ourselves of part 

of onr encumbrances. 

\\t' e therefore left hehind every thing which we couJcl spare, and 

taking t(mr days' provision 1n the sledges, st't out at three ill 

the morning, crossing Ilicbal'dson's bay, and encamping at six. 

])eparting again at six in the evening, we found the lanel to trend Mav"29. 

toward the north-west till midnight, when we reached a point that 

was then named Cap(~ l~elix, after tht> founder of OUT expedition; at 

the back of which was an aecumulation of hummocky ice. rrhis 

point is the south-west cape of the gulf of Boothia. named atter the 

same singularly generous and spirited individual, whose fame and 

deeds will go down to posterity among the first of those whose 

characters and conduct have conferred honour on the very name of 

a British merchant. 

Here we found the land trend to the south-west, while the vast 

extent of) ocean then before our eyes, assured us that w.e had at 

length ~ched the northern poi.nt' of thllt portion of the continent 
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which":lhad already ascertained'wifh':;'8& :\tftaehlsatisfaction to be 

frending towards Cape Tllrrtagain~ ';"rhepack,of.~~ich'hod, in 

tlle autumn of the last year, been 'J'f$sed againm: ,that ,~hore, .~ 

sj~ted of th~ heaviest mQsses that I· had ev.eti.seeI1' in .Jeh,a situation. 

Wrth this, the lighter floes ,had been' throWft 'up, 00 some parts of 

the coast, in a most extraordinary and incredible ,manner; turning 

up large quantities of the sbingle bef'Ore'them, and, in some places; 

having travelled as much as half a mile beyond the l,imits of the 

highest tide-mark., 

Continuing hence to the south-westward, till about two in the 

morning, we arrived at tbe nortb point of a bay, across whieh we 

passed, -over mud) hummocky ice,gaining its southern point after 

two hours of hard labour. Hence the coast continued to trend 

about 8outh",we!iit by south, till we halted about six o'clock, after 

a jounley of twenty miles, though with ,much fatigue to the whole 

party. The latitude· here was 6lt46' 191F
, and the longitude 

98" 32' 49". 

Theretlection that we lilad now rounded the northernmost point of 

this part of the continent, and that we had found the coast trending in 

the deRired direction, could not fail to give uRthe greatestsatisfaction. 

The great extent of sea.alsowhich was nowseefl foom Cape Felix, 

free from all appearance of land served to raise ·our expectations as 

to the further success, of the eRSUing. season , whe& .. we· might hope, 

now that we knew what 'was befoFeus" to §ll00eed,'entireJy in com

pleting the survey of the north shore ,of America" since we CQDld 

now make our' arrangements accurately to· meetw.at "ustill 1;0 be 

done and endured. 

A.witioBally,desirolHl, ,;~for.e;'~ -'lqui.;.,eoej~,&Ctt as 
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n-r as tbeycould. b-erebe asctlrtained, and that I was R9tdecei)'~d 

by lOIDe largeiDdentatiQu .1)1! the .coast, I devoted the day t() a still 

_)fe accura~ examirw,tion .. of ,tbe ,circumstances. How extremely 

unwilling I was to. return. at all, (n:nu thi., point, witb the main 

object. of the expedition almost, it may JJesaid, within OUf rea(~b, 

may well be imagined; but others Ulust be in tlle. same situation 

before they ean conceive the iutensityoftb.~ regret amI t,he severity 

of this disappointment.. Our distance from ('apt: Turnagain was 

now not greater than tbespace which we had al,ready travelled; as 

many mOI"f~spare days at our command would have eml.hlc41 us tu 

do all that was remaiuing~ to return triumphant ·to the Victory~ 

and to carry to Jinglaud a truly wortby ii'oit of our loug- _tnt! bartt 

labours. 

But these days were not in our· power; for it wa..;; not (lays of 

time, but. 'of the very meaus of existence tlUtt. were wanting to 

us. We had brought twenty-on~ days~. provisioll; from: the ship.; 

and mneh more than the half wa~ already consumed, ;Ilotwjtb~ 

standing the l'eductions which thad been nuuJe,. without which .'.we 

should have even stopped far. short ,of oW' In~elient point; to read. 

which had occupied thirteen days, ,wllen w,e,},ad:pfoviued oorSelvtfi 

tOr no more than eleven outwards. l'here . ,,'as. ,notiliDg th.erefore 

lett to US but to submit; am! thus, ho.weYCr'lOolltified.at the .aeees

sityof such a resolu.tion~ I w.as-ooll~pelled to :settle n{JaHy for our 

."eturn to tlle shi~,after,we bad advanced ,one 6theftday. Uy tlu·~ 

shortest route. back,. our distance, froBl. her. was t:OOlputed at two 

hundred jm»eIl;,aneI· .. 16V1eo.on· a very ,scanty allowance, we could 

ncrt reckon on provisions for more than ten days. 
) . 

~sso~fof,the~,.t,.: W6_ ROW sutferillg in tbeir feet, I tooktlllS 

8H 
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9~P9rtu.nity of giving them a day's rest, and leftoufstati()ll, with 

Abernethy, at eight in the evening. Being light, we now trav.en~ 

quickly along the land, to thesoQth-westward, till midnight, 

.when, from a stranded Blass of .ice about forty feet high, we saw 

a point of land bearing south-west about fifteen miles distant, and 

could also trace its continuity with that in which we stood; the 

line forming an extensive bay, occupied by very heavy packed 

ICe. A little examination, however, led us to doubt whether the 

remote point might not be an island, as there was an intermediate 

one about eight miles off. But to make anaetual ·examination 

was now impossible; since our time was nearly expended. and the 

ruggedness of the ice between these points would have demanded 

a very tedious and laborious journey. 

We now therefore unfurled our flag tor the usual ceremony, and 

took possession of what we saw as fill' as the dis1ant point, while 

that on which we stood was named Victory point; heing the " ne 

plus ultra" of our labour, as it a.fterwards proved, while it will 

remain a standing re~ord uf the exertions of t.hat ship's crew. The 

point to the south-west was also named Cape }"ranklin: and if that 

be a name which has now been conferred on more places than one, 

these honours, not in fa.ct very solid when so widely shared, are 

beyond all thought les.~ than the merits of that officer deserve. 

On Victory point we erected a cairn of stones six ieet high, and we 

enclosed in it a canister containing a brief account of the proceed

ings of the expedition since its departure from England. Such has 

been the custom,and to that it was our business to conform; 

tbo.ugh I.must say, tbatwe did.l1ot entertain, the most· remote 

ll.9pe th8,it QPr littl~, 4~to/yw;ould ,~ver··m.eet;.'ari'Europ'e@.tl's eye, 



eveft had it escaped the accident 'of 'fillling into ttJ~ hafidA' br :the 
Esquimaux. Yet we sllould have gone about our wbrkwith 

~mething like }l()pe, ifnot confidence, had we then known that we 

were reputed as lost men, if even still alive, and that our" ancient 

and tried friend Back was about to seek for us, and to restore' u~ 

once more to soeiety and home. And if it is not impossible that 

the course of his llresent investigations from Cape Turnagain east

ward may lead him to this very spot, that he may find the record 

and proof of our own "turnagain," we have lwtown what it is for 

the wanderer in these solitndes to alight upon such traces of friends 

and of home, and can almost envy him the imagined happiness; 

while we shall rejoiee to hear that ~le has done that in which we 

failed~ and perhaps not less than if we had ourselves succeeded in 

eompleting tllis long pursued and peri]ous work. 

It "vas at om' in the morning of the thirtieth of May that we May;lO. 

turned our hacks on this Jast and furthest point of our journey, 

~i.rriving at our former encmnpment at six. We had here found 

a singlt~ piece of drift wood, the only one that we had seen since we 

left the ship; but were far better pleased to have augmented OUT 

~lender ~tore of provisions by a bare and two grouse. Every thing 

thus united to render this a marked day-: and, sucb animals are Wt', 

in spite of oursdves, that the rare occurrence of a hot snpper and 

a glass of h'Tog made us fe)r a moment forget all our disappoint-

ments, and rather caused us to feel pleasure that we were non; 

returning home, than ref,rret that, in so doing, we ",'ere renouncing 

theveryohjectofour long anxiety and hard pursuit. 

The longitude of the point on which we were encamped, and 

w,bkh lAamedPointCulgroff: was det~rmined by a pocket chro-

3H2 
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n~; in preference· to ,that wbieltmigbt hav~ beendeduccd froID 

our sets of hma.r distances, because we found, on our return to the 
ship, that itsrat.e of gooug bad beerrremarkabJy ,steady.; The haM 

trials which:th.is ,watch underwent, uuitedto its wonderly'! regu

larity, form a compliment to the makers, Parkinson and Frodsham, 

which it'woblc! 1>8, superftoou8 to state -in other terms. 

, The longitude of this p6int, tbusascertaiued, is .98° 32' 49'" west, 

and the latitude 69° 46" 1$1: The time of high water was three 

o~clock, nnd : the rise and fan' but8even1ieen 'inches. V.ictory point 

HeR in latitude 69° 37' 4W,.andJOl\g1tnde 9tr 4()'49": ·while (If 

Point Franklin, as near 'as,tho8e "coultl,be .determined from an 

estima.ted distance, the latitude i$'96" 31' l3c
, and the longitude 

99" 19':;S", 

At seven in the evening weeom·menced our journey homeward.. 

steering across the country direct for the point of our depot. W ~ 

were thus enabled. to cut off a considerable distance; and as we th us 

also contrived tbeross FleveralJakes .where the travelling was easy, 

we reached·our !Store at six:in the morning ef,the thirty-first, very 

much fati:guedtl()!W'ever'bythe~"ertiODswhiohwe COUld: not, never

theless, bav~fllackened! ol'delayed,'"1as we bwl~)othiug in the sbape 

of provisions . left. ' 
rnle unJllcky" dogs had 'Jgeen Ult3'hle· to eontinue tQeir work tot 

~medo:ys past:l,:tbey.were oon~uen'lyn'fth*lleSsed, and one of 

them died in the 'eOtW8e 'l'Jf ,the 'tilt,,. wlJile another was missing when 

we'roseittsi1( )i:t't' theeveniQg. m .. Q)ntiJiueom' journey. PrQCeeding, 

w~ traced 'tbe:~1O,1'liDe !~ll\.ms'Statioo'.9d) Port .. ' Parry, 

June I. afHi' rlt'~1igtb"eaehed tlttH!itdampmem:of: t~ t..e.ty .. _th of last 
lJio\lth;iat'faijr;ht~the~~g"of,'rtbe ',6rat·.,{,I .... ~~ ~,;,.,,!ti{l"t),com-
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pletedtlle el::amiaatioulof tM,bay, i which I had ,then left .all nnisOO:l ; 

aDd, iaiter.this', we arrived, at, PlOint Young'aoout>six,.in tbt' 

lDOI'Iling of the, 8eoond. A brace of gt'euse and a fox wel'e h€l'e "un!" '2. 

shot; and ,we, found -many circles of stones, marking' the .former 

summer residences of:the Esquimaux. 

Setting out again in the .', ev.ening, we arrived at Cape Sabine .J une 3, 

at .three on:tbe 'foll()w.ing'lDomillg; andbere we obblined water to 

drink, withollt,tne trouble oflDelting the snow. ' A ,small pool was 

open, and it:was the first iodie-dhan of a thaw w,bich we had seen. 

At six we reacbed Gape.Aberaethy; and;being desirous, ifpossible~ 

to survey the whole ,coast line of the continent· towards Nei-tyel-le, 

we proceeded ina south-sooth-easterly direction alougthe, west 

shore of the strait wl.ieh separates Matty island from the 'mainland.; 

encamping at half,past six. ' The latitude here was 6tt 30' 42h) and 

the longitude H6° 'k' 26"'west. 

A strong westerlybre€ze:prevented oordeparture tiJI ,nine o~cJo(;k, 

from which time ,we continued the examination of the coast to tbe 

southward till five; having made a journey of but nine miles,during 

thisnight. ,The snow was deep, and -'the party now much ·weak-

ened, so that we found it ilflp~ible to travel ,faster. Forsome 

time past, indeed, we bad found the usual march often hours ,too 

mucb·(orthestrttngth. pt\:the\~, reduced: as' their allowance of 

provisioDi noW ,was;· ,but ,this,·: part . of ;·thf?' arrangement .could : not 

be ·altered,: :.tbough, we ,could "not. ':succeed fin $Urm&uuting more 

t}lant~n()rtwelve :miles in :the"day.· We 'Were still eighty mile!' 

from tbeship.;,w.ldthe~maintngprov·isioos atn()lInted only-to ave 

~S:~lSU1UP~i;" \4i:bil~,""e ·w.e,e, by Ro,:ll1eanssure: that we mjg1J~ 

J'Mtf, nl~tiwitblD3U.r.H4j,:~)tIljn,:~,,,,,,ayback toNei-t.)'i~~~~ 

June 4. 
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This also served to aJter my~plans, Orlat least. to:,throt'i'8 'doubt 

over their accomplislunent ; since I saw that unle.°'s the coast shotdd 

a.~sume an easterly direction the next day, I must abandon, the 

intention of completing this whole Hne of shore, as I had hoped. 

Soon after recommencing our journey in the evening, we arriv.:ed 

at the entrance of a considerable inlet, but the haziness of the 

weather prevented me from gaining a ,distinct view ,of its termina

tion. I therefore crossed to the southern point, and thus obtained 

such a sight of it frQm a high hill, as to trace the C9ntiuuity of the 

land round a small bay to the south, and afterwards joiued the 

party at the eastern extreme point at three in tbe afiel'lloon, giving' 

to it the name of Captain W. H. Slnyth, of the Itoyal Navy. This 

journey proved so diffieult from the quantity of hummocky ice 

to be passed, and the depth of the snow in the intervals, that we 

suffered great fatigue, and two of tbe dogs were left behind. 

June 5. As the coast still trended to the south-south-east, I determined 

now to steer direct for Nei-tyel-Ie, as our provisions would IlU 

longer permit any further examination of the shore in this (luarter. 

We tberefore left Point Smyth at fOUf, and directed our course to 

the southernmost of a ~~oup of islets, nearly east of us, where we 

arrived at seven in the morning. This islet, of which the latitude 

is 69° W 32", and the longitude 96° 46' 5OU, is bigh, and atfordt'{} 

an extensive view of the neighbouring islands, with much more 

of the continental shore than 1 had seen frOlf Point Smyth; 

but,athiu haze which covered the land prevented me from tracing 

it.vefY. distinctly to the soutb-eastward. 'fhe snow was now 

~P.\lrated iuro"patches in diWerent places; and wefoqnd three snow 

h~t.$" wbicb.had. :qeen .oc~u,pioo in the .prece4il,lg wi~~ l>ytb~ 
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faraily of Kan ... ny-yoke, whose route to.wards the ship by the Stan

ley river'oo.uld be traced for a certain distance, by the marks o.f the 

sledges. The number o.f the traces o.f the Esquimaux fo.und about 

here, showed also. that this was o.ne o.f their steady places o.freso.rt; 

while~ further finding the landmarks in great numbers, as they had 

been described to. us, I had no. hesitation in giving to. this islet 

the native nameo.f O-wut-ta, since by this it had been indicated 

to. us.' 

,:rrbough the evening was foggy, the sun's pJ.ace co.uld be occa

sionally seen thro.ugh the haze, and enabled us to. pro.ceed at nine. 

We travelled o.ver very level ice, tho.ugh so.metimes passing hUlIl

IDo.cks that appeared to have been formed in the preceding year. 

At fo.ur in the mo.rning of the sixth, we o.btained a sight of the .Tillie ti. 

high Jand o.f Cape Isabella: it was) ike that of an o.ld friend; and 

as it gave us a no distant pro.spect o.f the terminatio.n o.f our present 

toils, it excited o.llr party to. exert themselves with a spirit which 

had fi,r so.me time been flagging. 

Halting for the day, at six, in latitude Hft la' 4W, and in lo.ngi

tude 9[) 13' 6", we had so.me difficulty in finding snow deep 

eno.ugh to. form o.ur burro.w; while the hardness o.f the ice beneath, 

on which we were thus compelled to. lie, was sufficiently unCOlll

fortable, co.ntrasted with the so.ft bed which the sno.w had formerJy 

affo.rded. 

We set o.ut again 0.11 a very fiueevening, meeting now. at every 

fresh step, with wen-kno.wn land, and thence gaining, ho.urly, fresh 

spirit to work our 'way onwards to. o.ur ho.me: a temporary lmd 

no~ 'a ve~ comfortable one, it is true, but, ~}lere every thing is 

cODmarall'ive. a home to OUf hopes 1100 feehngs. such as even 
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E"g\afl~l would be whenever it should·be our fate· ,tt. leav<E! this 

,land. of cold and misery tand. ,to find tbat e:very degre,e of latittlde 

was bringing us to ,re$t and peace, as far asthel'e .. are in tbis world 

lleace Of rest. 

Our path was·. also good ,; and, under all these adl'antages, we 

proceeded with unusual speed: since. there .was here no appearance 

()f a thaw, nor the least yielding in the crust gfsnow which covered 

the ice of this inlet. 'Ve were soon made aware of the presence of 

:Bsquimaux.in our .ueigbbourhood, by tracing thel;llarks of a Ulan 

dragging a seal ; and tbis also was an aoceptable circumstance, 

~iiJlce itpromised.us a supply ,~i provisions. Here, also, we AAW 

gulls, togethel' with some seals, · .. basking in the sun· with their 

young. A laborious· journey t)f fourteen miles at leugtb bro'ught 

.June 7. us to ourencalllpment for the day, in latitude6!t 20' 37", antllongi

tude 94° .31' 00", near a low.pointforme:rly seen from (Jape Isahella. 

Severn] slllall islets at tbis place were named Catherine, and the 

point itself l\1argal"€t. 

",A ,;reef,strdehes., out from tbe nori:henunQstend of I'ointMar

garet'l.leaI'ly~a.iimi1e. to the S~)Utll .. :west, ,and the heavy masses, of 

ice tbat ,w;eregrounded on it, indicated .the force by which·· they 

bad .. bee~IIQrOugbt.into ,tilat .. position. l·'rom the same point the 

$ho~.·Qf". tll~, OQntin~nt was)$een. .. trending away. to the soutb-wt'St~ 

and could be distinctly traced t9 the distance of seven or eight 

lDiJ •• 4,:;Thee~t,eme·~~t ia,~ght.w~,.~I~uned:P(}if}t Scott. ,The 

i$le-(t, .. ~ 1_11 .~, tbe .Ulf!t.ml:aooi ,w.e'6:here,j.urllleQ of .limestone, . like 
t~,r_.igf I\t.~~t):to· the lwestwAld..>, I~W e ,hel'e.saw.~;ianumerab\e 

~s,;·"e·~j".i ,clir~t~ b~bJith~. thigh; Jane :0;' the opposita. 

~, a.Jil4h.-..A ~.~.~'. (Q~t~ne~~(}Jkill. fOJ. and:! .. ~ .. ~· ~grO~l8(t. 
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It blew hard at eight, when we set out; and, steering direct for 

Nei-tyel-Ie, we passed within two miles of Cape Isabella. On one of 

the islets we found a small pool of water, but we aftern'ards under

stood that the thaw had commenced at the ship some days earlier. Af

ter a fatiguing journey, we again encamped on the ice at seven in the 

morning of the eighth of.June, about seven miles from Nei-tyel-Ie. .Jllnr~ R. 

At noon it blew a. strong gale; and, for the first time since 

leaving the ship, I was unable to obtain any observations for lati

tnde. It was an oecurrence that reminde<L us ,how highly we had 

heen favoured on this journey, by a long tract of good weather. 

Early in the evening I set oft' alone in seareh of the Bsquimaux, 

whose footsteps were every where visible; direc::~ting the party to 

follow at the usual hour. After traeing these marks for two honrs, 

I readied the islet where I had requested Captain Hoss to send 

a supply of provisions, but could discover no mark of the visit of 

our own people. I soon, however, heard the shout ... of the .~': ... qui

maux: and a young lIlall shortly after joined me, witb a welcome 

expressive of the highest satisfaction. A set of dogs was imme

,-Hately harnessed by them and sent off to assist our party ill 

eommg up. 

Atayaraktak now led me to a cairn of stones where I found 

a note from Captain Ross, informing me that he had there waited 

tor my return tin the fourth, and had deposited some provisions 

tot' our use at a short distance ,from the cairn. The dogs of 

the nativ€r-, had however discovered the prize, and ]'Hi) -l11k-ta 

had that morning calTied it home. I immediately tberef(tre 

went to ~is t.ent, when his mother brought out all that wa.,; 

left ..... .aok1'fowledgil1g thattbey had mooe use of the rest. All 

a ( 
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that we tlms saved consisted in eight pounds of meat··and some 

bread; but most of this was unfit for use; thonglt even tl1C -little that 

remained was very acceptable. They bad emptied: the canister of 

rum and Jemon-jui(''e, which they caned very dirty 'Water:: and then 

:1}ointed out a stream where weoould supply ourselves with what 

was clean. 

They now presented us with some 6.shthat seemed ,to be a small 

speci€s of cod, promising to catch more for us; and I therefore 

determined to haltf'the party at this spot, for rest and refreshment. 

We encamped near them, in oonsequence; but having now no 

snow ,wereobliged to build a stone sll€lttlr, in which they gave us 

their assistam~e. Of the eight dogs that we bad hrought from t)w 

ship, there were now but two remaining ; and these were so ex

haustefl, that another day's work would probab1y have killed them 

also. Yet this was a ~lection from the very best of those which 

tbe Esquimaux pO~'5ies!;ed: while the wh01e of them had Uecomt;' 

unserviceable after eight days travelling, so that t.heywere cast off' 

from the sledges and suffered tod.o as they pleased.' It was plain 

tbat we had overworked .. them; and we now fimnd that, had it 

indeed been possible, we ought to have followed the system of the 

natives, who never drive these animals for more than fOllT days at 

a time, seldom ~ mnch, and then give them one or two for rest. 

We bad travelled, on t~ contrary, twenty ... tbree ~onseentiv~ days: 

8' rareOC(IUrrence in thatoJimate, and for which we were indebted 

totbe very uncommon serenity of, tbe weatber . 

. ,Our eneatDpmerit was completed by fOlll' in theafternoollj and 

we at last enjo.yed .. one good. dinner out. of th.e fisb. wbicb \~)ad.: .. ·lltleJ.! ~ 
gi'i'4n··toQ~. fl'be;llatives:in' the; mean time,'eolt~'iI'O","di'lsJo 
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ask questions respecting ;ont journey and our objects: matters 

much more easy to ask of than to answer; but they were above 

all desirous. to know whether we had been at Oo-geoo-lik. The 

strangers were formally introduced to us by some of our old friends: 

and we were afterwards entertained by a history of their own 

adventures during our absence, in which we could not help ima

gining that they were indulging some wit at our expense, from the 

bursts oflaug'hter which followed these anecdotes. 8tilJ, every 

thing was in good lmmour; nor could we be otherwise than grati

fied by the union of this mirth with their kindness towards us. 

The length of our beards, which had not been shaved since we left 

the Victory, was, among other things, a source of great amusement; 

while one of them, a stranger, whose beard was of unusual size 

among this tribe, claimed consanguinity with us on that ground. 

This man, called Ow-\ven-yo~ah, was a very intelligent person, 

and a great traveller. He told me that he had passed the winter 

with Kan-ny-yoke, and immediately recognised a piece of deer's 

horn which I had lfmnd at the buts in O-wut-ta island. He also 

informed me that Oo-geoo-lik was lIlany days' journey beyond 

that place; there being first an inlet to be entered, after which there 

were three days' journey on lakes, across some low land ~ having 

passed which, they again arrived at salt water, aud were ohliE,red to 

tJ'avel many days along the sea-coast.· His wife and son were now 

pa-ckiug up their tent; and on our retiring to rest, they allcleparted, 

iufonning us that we should find them at 'l'ar .... io-nit-yoke. The 

d~Y' hnving ;Qeeu,very nne, I obtained ohservcltiouR at this place, 

tliena.me of,;;waich is E-uook-sha-lig. . ' 
I'll truiUU"IOOg, two of thew-omen hl'~ught us some seal blubber 

312 
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for:our fir~; and another, whQhad 1isbed for us while we's)e,pt, pre

!reutedus with about thirty of the samen.'ibes, being,all that she 

had taken. As I wa" desirous to know whet.her these prelreuti; 

were tokens of gratitude for our former favours,. or we,re brought 

in the hopes of a reward, I desired the· men not t9 make any return 

t()f them. Notwithstanding tllis, the women who had brought the 

fuel~ which seemed their most valued article, infonned us who~ 

turn it would be to bring the next supply; and thns in rotation, 

every tlll'ee ,hours, .we reeeived from some of them a fresh stock, 

which proved much more thall we required. The fish were a180 

furnished abundantly, in a similar manner, but nO't witlJ the same 

regularity: even our two dogs were not neglected, being regularly 

fed twice a day, while they took care to keep off their own, lest 

they should interfere with those which were most iu want. :For all 

this we offered nothing in return, nor did they seem onee 10 expect 

it; so that whatever avarice or keenness in dealing we might have 

suspected them of on other occasions, we had here ample proof of 

their hospitality, if not of aught so refined a.'" gratitude; on th~ 

w,ant of w}:lich virtue, however, our limited acquaintance with them 

could. :never }lave enabled us to pronoullce. 

Anxiolls to ascertain where the river whichl had <lisco\'ered on 

the eighth of ,April di~bargw its.wl;lters into the sea, I prevailed 

01l.dlt:>.{lativ6eall~ Atayar'dktakto take we to the entrance of the 

inlet., He·illtQrJDed me th.a4.>,h~b~~n tberesome dayR before, 

fOF,the pur,poseof ~k~a nsl:lJi.Qg.bole in the ice; that he would 

willingly ~nd"ct .. n6 th:llS fur, bat tllat if tc1lOse to proqeed:further" 

be :m.tWt;'ent • .in: beb.,Q4 ..• ~ .. fish .• ; areQSon whicl •• ;see~\ ~U'Jl~l1ctl.y 

soiid'f'i_~"fl :~,~t .t.bl:l~ ,.~f;O~il!e,th~t:oqr, J~o ..... a..llad 
materially reduced their store. 
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Leaving the party, therefc)re; to work at such repairs of varioll~ 

articles as were now wanted, I set out with this man, and after tra

velling about five mile!'; to the south-south-westward, we arrived at 

thef'ntrance of all inlet somewhat Jess than a quarter of a mile in 

breadth, but enlarging considerably in it..., progress. This strait hf

ealled Ik-ke-rush-ynk, a flame derived from the rapidity with 

which the water rushes out in the summer; the stream being 

fresh and good for drinking, as he said, though at this point, 

where I ta!'lted it, I found it very salt. I ()btained no sound

ing here in six fathoms, which was the leu!--rth of my compa

nion's line. 

While he remained to fist), I proceeded along the left shore of JUIl(: O. 

the inlet, about fout or five miles; and ascending an elevated 

ground, gained a commanding view of the inlet, tllOugh I couhl not 

he quite sure of the continuity of the opposed and remote shore. 

l\'Iy eondnsion, however, from the report of the I~squjmaux, was, 

t.hat the west branch of the river in question must faJl into the se~l 

~oIUewhere to the southward of l)oint Scott. 

~I'ht" shore on whicll I stood had gradtially changed it" trending

iNHU sout.h to south-east by east; and at two or three miles beyond, 

the inlet appeared to be not more than haifa mile broad, whenct" 

it tunwd more to t.he north-east: and here I could see the spot 

I had visited on my first journey to this place. But M I eould 

pursue the present examination no further, I returned to my fishing

friend, whoSe patience was nearly exhausted. He had canght 

about ;tbirtyfisb, and was ready to go hack to his party. We 

~eac. 'h~ ,1l-nook.sbai..Ug-at ~ix in th~ morning; much exhausted, 
m ::~on~Ueftot! of the laboriOUS wa}km~ through the soft "BOW 
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Mr~l ':Abernethy here informed ".e;dtwt,during· OUt' .abseftce the 

natives 'baa given ~tn '·,feMf; ·eadh·fumily havi~' '(!OOked'8 

kettlefu) of 1isb~ They were oonseq1:watlyitst invited· toooeaf 
tbe tents~ where the contents of the kettle lla~ing beC!l1 :despatched. 

the next family treated them in tbesa.Me. manner, ·undSo' on, in 

rotation, till fheybad ron this SMt of eating ·gauutlet tbrough the 

whole 01 the five lents. It is not ~urprising if they thus Q:te much 

more than tbeyought to have·done. f.twns a feailKe 'Of tromewhat 

refined politeness ilJf theirentertainer8, and· ,more m beexpet,~l 
t'rf~m an' ancient RpanitlM than an :}}squiroaux; that during the 

whole time offhis prolonged meal these really kind hosts continued 

tbanking them thrthebon&Qr funs ~(')nferrt'tl: reminding them.aho 

that they had themselves been ,fed in a similar manner at the ship, 

in the preCt'dingwinter, and thus proving those grateful :fc~eling!\ 

which we might formerly have doubted; while of this we could now 

beqnHe snre,since, having hitherto made no presents in return, 

we Inude none on' the present ocea~ion, nor during the whole of our 

stay with them: being desirouR to put otftiH the ver)' last what we 

intended to give, that we might remove all doubts on this sul~jeet. 

.lUll" 10. Being now much recruited by a day's rest and all this good 

iiving,wi! setout at-ten' in the night ofthe·tenth of .Tune: baving 

first, ~ewe c{)old n4)w'entertail1 no doubt of their real gratitude, 

distributed ambt'lg tbese nativ.e~ ovEry thiBg wbiebwe eould spa~e. 

This, however, was fully rettlrned'i:eusme.n am-pIe supply of fish; 
ltJlit-b, madtiimm' to theblub .... ~t:ha:t,;bad;,been served ill super .... 

ttubus' abtttuJal\Ce, fldJy provided~~1is;6lr,·aMtheramaUtde,.af· 9tH' 

jonttrey.: ;~\ of ,them·' also'*cmnpnietl'Il'S as~ far.~. '8 ~Bfd ... l&.Gk, 

to·· ass~~u.gl" ijWlgtin"IOO~i slefl(e,.·and'i.tb.;'*.i._ .... ,.,~~e 
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their tentswGuld be pifuhed·;:intbesulnmer. On tinally separating, 

they- continued to cheer. llnd thank us a~ long as we were within 

bearing j • and when,tif€Y eQuId no. longer see us, owing.to the irrt'

gnlarit)es 0f .the grQund. 

They had desired us to follow the tracks of a party which had 

preceded; and this instruction proved of essential service, in spite 

of my endt:avonrs to find a shorter road for myself by neglecting 

their full'K.--e. I had imaginro that they were going to fish at some 

placewlticb would take us off the most direc~ road, and therefore 

quitted the indicated track, attempting to gain dIe route by which 

we bad formerly travelled. In this, however, I was completely 

batneJ, by the great depth of the snow and water on tlmt line, 

wherever I attempted to diverge into it; so that I was at length 

glad to abaudon, and I believe fortunate in surrendering, my own 

opinion, and consenting to follow my yet unseen guides. A dense 

tog. indeed, soon served to convince me of the wisdom of this choice; 

since, without that track Wh~l served us as a compass, we shmdd 

have been compelled to halt in the middle of one of the lakes, 

without being exactly certa.iu ,,,here we w{~re, or what was to be 

done next. 

We. arrived at Tar-rio-nit-yoke in latitude 6!t 41' (i
U

, and lougi- .Jill:" i I 

tnde92" 54' 21', at eight in the morning of the eleventh, and 

encamped on the south side of the stream which carries the waters 

of this chain of lakes to the sea. The party of Ow-well-YCIo-ah 

was.hereseen,f-D the opposite,sbore; and as soon a~ they perceived 

our·.v~I"cme of. them waded across the stream" wbich was 

between'fbu •• nddi:vefeeti·deep, to bring us some fuel. This man 

w~ out" aequaintaft€e()~ ... wen-yoo-ahD fiud he told me that they 
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.tended to remain therenshing, for' ,some' tillle. . He expre8fled 

himself much disappointed at the absence ofa large party which 

be .had expected to find here; informing us also that be bad gOM, 
the day preceding, in pursuit of some reindeer with tbeir fawlJ$, 

whidt had been seen in the neighbourhood of Shag .. a ... voke,but 

widlOut success . 

. When we rose in the evening, to pursue our journey, the wbole 

of Ow-wen-yoo-ah's family came over to us. His present wife and 

ehildren belonged to another lIlan who was his particular friend, 

apd an allgekok, to whom he had, in the preceding autumn, lent 

his own two wives; a loan which is here considered a peculiar 

lDark of friendship, and, it must be admitted, not very unreason

ably. He had expected the restoration of this pair of spouses at 

this time and· place; but the borrower Shoong-ug-u-wuk had 

taken them with him on the expedition after deer, aud this breach 

of agreement seemed to be the chief cause of our friend's vexation 

and disappointment. 

.IfweoH{''e supposed that this pnlctice, for which these people 

way plead the authority of ancient nome, wa.~ limited to the 

natives of Repulse bay, we had subsequent occasion to believe that 

it. was universal aJllong this tribe; the jl1h~bitallts of Boothia, as 

we UIustllOW term this country. Others may analyze the morality 

ofthisfushion; butane thing at 'least appeared certain, namely, 

that d:te·womenhad no ,"oice. in~e,rnatter, a.nd were therefore 

ooo$idered merely as propeJ1;yor fUfaiture, oonformablyto tlWlligh 

authority alreadyql1oted, and toiba 'practice (Jf same-other 'flatioras 

i., statesof,cillili.tionrathe,r, mererese.-bling, it 'm\tst~i.wned,; 
that •. lleetltia:· tb. O(;,theeMistre.'.of the 'fN&'1d. 



Attbis place the thaw was. proceeding with such exttaordinary 

rapidity, that the stream which we had crossed in the morning with 

tlM.greatest ease, wa.~now impassable. The torrent of water tilUS 

discharged from the lakes had also covered the ice which was to be 

traversed, to the depth of severd} feet. Not a dry spot remained 

any where; for there being no tide powerful enough to break up 

the frozen barrier towards the sea, this diseng-dged w~tercou}dfind 

nopa.'\lsa.ge to it, except through a few se'cll holes which were qui~ 

incompeteut to drain it of[ 

Had we 110t already known that such must be the case at this 

season of the year, we should have had ample proof of the necessity 

of condensing the expedition from which we were now returning, 

witbin the very limits to whicbit had been fixed. It is true that 

our confined stock of provisions formed the actual restraint on our 

further advance, and that OlIr return was, as I have already ldlOWD, 

compulsory, ft'om this cause. Yet in thus restricting that alIow

allee, and, witl. it, the time of our absence, we had not acted im

prudently, as the facts now proved; whether or 110t we are to be 

allowed the eredit of having shown prudence and foresight in our 

calculation. And however impossible it was then, and even now 

i~ to suppress the constantly returning regret that we did 

not reach Cape Turnagain, I cannot see . how wecouhl have 

completed that sUl'Vey and returnediu safety, or perhaps re

turned at aU, even though we had been amply provided for 

a long.el' j(mrtley. A.tanyra~, it was pla.in that the arrangements 

forstUlh _expedition. must be very different from what OUTS hwl 

bef-.I).; ; an4: tlu,t.t~4f it w~ l$·be ,undertaken in the fulJowing seasoa, 

a new calculation. must be .nade, ) ,aDd. very different expedienUi 
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ad~pted" tOll.'€ther with much more foree,'toensura anychaect of 

SUCCess. 

Under the present obstructions we were recommended.byOw .. 

wen-yoo-ah to b~ round by Shag-a-voke, since be considered that 

the water was too deep f'Or us to cross. This however woulclhave 

materially increased onr distance from the ship; and, as I also 

knew that theiee was very bad at the entrance of the inlet which 

we -should thus be obliged to travcflilc:o I determined to attempt: 

the wading' of the .. hay at this place, since the distance was not 

much more than two miles. I therefore caused all the holes ill the 

Itkin boat to he repaired; and baving stowed the Inggage in it,we 

p'roeeeded on this amphibious portion of our journey at ten o'clock. 

Tbe water did. not finally Jlrove more than knee deep, and wa."l 

bareJy sufficient to float our boat: lmt we fOHml no diffieu1ty in 

reaching the opposite shore by midnight. \\l e shonld not indeed 

have been dil;pleased had this watery tract extended mnch further; 

since we found it a very laboriolls task to get over the high el'aggy 

ridge of land thatintervenedhetweenit and Too-nood-Iced bay, 

wltich was lib~ bare ,·of snow. 

In this hay, to compensate for that difliculty, the travelling WQ.'i 

among the easiest tbat we had foHtld. 'rhe water, which 113d here 

also overflowed the surface)llad. dissolved the snow, and afterwards 

escaped through tbe fissures beneath, which had been prOdul,'ed by 

the rise and faU of tile tide. We ftlund therefore a smooth plain of 

po.lishedice; and on this we proceeded witl. great expedition, not 

without wishing that more or an of the territory which w.e had 
'pased,ootb,ou.twardsand on our return, bad b.eenof the 'same 
. character .. 



TIre ,river Ang-ma-look-took now appeart--d much Jnore extensive 

fnan I had formerly supposed it to he; and, from tIle number of 

landmarks near it, together with similarly numerous caclu:.<iI on its 

hanks, I conc1uded that it was a fishing Rtation of considerable 

importance to the natives. 

At. eight in the evening of the h~'e]ft.h we Imlted, in latitude .June l~. 

()9~ 48' 10', and longitude 92° 23' 9', on a small roeky islet, mueh 

fatigued, and chiefly by the Jabour of wadillg. Here "ve found in 

flower, the Sa:r{fraga opposit!folia; being the 4rst that We had seen 

tflT this spring; though we afterwards found that it had appeared 

much earlier in the vicinity of the ship. 

It was ncar midnight before we again got iuto motion; at first 

finding the way extremely rough, from the intermixture of hum

mocks of ice and deep pools half frozen, but proceeding with mueh 

more ease after reaching the mainland, while feeljng additional 

energy and strength as we diminished oor distance fi'om tli.>. ship. 

It wa.., at seven in the morning when we came in sight of her; .Julle 13. 

when 1 iAAued the last remaining dram to the party, and, hoisting' 

our flag, we arrived on hoard at eight, all in good health, though 

much reduced in appearance. 
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18:30. 
Jlln~' 14. 

JUllt· 1:>, 

CHAPTER XXX 

CONTINUATION OF THE JOURNAL-SUMMARY OF THE MONTH. 

A STRONG wesi:erly breeze made the weather cold, and the 

thermometer fell to 330, with showers of snow, It did not prevent 

our work from going on, neither on thifol nor the following day, 

when it fen in much greater abundance. It only remained on the 

,;Ulle 16 ice, however: on the land it soon melted. On the next it was 

. much the same; and we beg-an therefore to expect a later summer 

than we had at first anticipated, since no visible alteration had 

taken place in t.he ice for some days. 111e thermometer during 

theRe latter days. was rather under the freezing point at night, an(l 

the highest heat of the day, being on the fifteenth, was 00° .. 

J 17 On the seventeenth the w("*ither· looked better and more settled, • Ulle • 

but it wa.."1 Dot warm. Two natives· came, bringing a couple . of 

seals: avery weJeome supply, with.the large pack of d()gs that we 

bad t-o feed. They had heen successful at the Comptroller's islands. 

A.fte.frewardiug them in the usual manner. I presented Ikmallik 

'With a sovereign to wear round his neck,a.s being the picture.of 

ourgrreatchief; desiring tbat··he.wpuld.preserve it, and show·it .. to 

aDy.~,Europeanhe Inight. hereafter ·see. It was notliktily to;,~ 

.-4'whatever else might hap~; I but if it . was 'Wo.valuable,'a 
gift intrinsieally, for one who was as ignorant of: _u.les.\\al)in~ 
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pahle of applying them to a purpose, he would have beerl 

greatly astonished could be have exchanged it for its English 

value in tirnb€r and iron, in fish-hooks, axe~, knives, and nctdJes. 

Nor must I forget that the two guides took leave of liS, with mud. 

gratitude for the presents they received and the kindness whieh 

they had experiellcoo; hoping soon to see us again. We }€anled 

from lkmallik, that aU the rest had gone to the southward, except 

his own family and another, which were to remain some time in 

Comptroller's isJands. He gave us the nativi! Hames of the birds 

which had been shot; these being mimics of the eries of the several 

animals; and they all departed under a pl'omise to see us again. 

The weattH:.r was fi.ne, but it froze both iu the morning and the ,lillie Iii. 

evemng. The work went on, and the boats were cleared of snow 

Some men now complained of rheumatism, and were rdit:ved by 

the steam bath. 'rhe SatunJay b€gan cold; and, in the COlirse of .Il1nt 19. 

the day, it rained heavily. Fortunately, the caulking of the deck 

had been finished, so that it did Hot interfere with the colllttlrt of 

the men below. 

The weather seemed to have taken a suddeu turn on Sunda)'; .lilli" 20. 

the rain having ceased in tlw night, aud the air beiug wild and 

serene, while the thermomet.er rose, in the middle uf t.he day, to (i2 , 

being at 6(Y for more than seven hours. .Mneh of the snow wus 

t."ODsequently disapp€aring, and the torrents again running down 

the bills. After clmrch, the Ulen having been sent to their walk 

on shoTe, brought back a nne specimen of the great northern diver, 

lUId ; reported that they bad seen many bares and much wild f()wl. 

Some insects Were also collected, and much of the ice was broken 

up':roltud :the ship. 



J lint' 21. "Monday was misty, with small rain~ the thaw continlling, th6'1!lgtl 
it!W8:s less warm. A diver'\vaf! again Rliot, together-with a'king 
and a (Jueen duck. Preparations were made for a travelling party 

to trace the line of coast to the Routh-eastward, and the men were 
.1 out' 22. employed within the ship. On the next day, the weather was 

fCJggy till the evening, nnder a north-east wind; when it hecame 

clear. The larboard leeooard was fixed, and the preparations fo; 
the 'traVelling party completed, should the weather permit of 

moving on the follm.viug day . 

.lulle 23. It pr()v(~d fine. The sledge and the skin boat were got ready, and 

the l>rovisions stowed away in them after breakfast. The chief 

mate, with tenmen~ went otfto draw it tcn miles in adv8nee, return

ing at eight in the evening. At nine, Command{~r Ross and four 

men left'the !':hip, with the dogs: with the intention of proN"edlng 

as soon as they had reached the deposited sledge. The rdurnt,d 

party had kilJed ~ome ducks, and 5;et'1l reindeer. These animals 

had been gradually palolsing in incl'eased numbers ; since we had 

latterly seen many, though, for so long a time, we bad found 

nothing but tbeir trucks. 

J'lIH' '24. The morning of the twenty-fourth was fine, but tbere were 

rain aDd snow about noon, rontinoing till midnight: it was not, 

certainly, a midsummer day in effect, whatever it might be in the 

oalanda:r; 'and even iftbe usages of St. John's day bad penet.rated 

to these lands, there was as little temptation to light bonfiresns 

thertFwas an utter dearth 'of materials 'for constructing them. In 

COft~quence, however; of the thaw,- a oonsiderable quantity of:witM' 

fi.w.ed frornttre'decksinto the'MId, \}eing pl'Odueed ifrdtiltb6 ,.oW: 

wlrioh still' .. uined:on the mdes·(lftheship; 'mwi'tllis ,~'W~ 



u~liged to .dril\eout by tbe forcing pump, as the others w~re 

~()t yet olear of ice. TIle surgeon, who bad escorted the party, 

returned early in the morning with a brent goose; an,\ the first JII!,e .!:;. 

swan of the season was seen. At this time flight., of ducks began 

tQ pass, in considerable numhers. 

1'he SllQW still fell, occasionally, though it was mild; and tIle day 

ended in a fine evening. The men were employed in cutting the ice 

0,1 the larboard side of the ship, to allow her to right herself; in 

consequence of which, she rose fourteen illCh~s. The thermometer 

at night was 34°. On the Saturday, at noon, it was 62°; sueh were .JUHt' ·!:i. 

the extremes of day and night in this climate, and at midsummer; 

as, to confirm this, it fell agoin to the freezing point at night. It is 

tbe alternate reign of the sun ano of the accumulated ice. 'V hat-

ever the formel" effects, cannot last, anel it ceases as soon as the 

great souree of heat heeomes depressed in its career. I took an 

opportunity of setting th.~ Bet where a strenm entered the neat'est 

lake, uut caught uo fish; we did not even see any. Au ef.!:g of a 

goose wa~ found; proving that they ureed here; and lwmy of these 

birds were seen, while one was killed. The ship was, at length, 

nearly upright. 

Nothing worthy of uote occurred OIl Sunday. The men, Itow- ..lillie "27. 

ever" were not forbidden to shoot, in their llsual walk after the 

selWi~ of tbis day; and, their sport hrought us five ducks and 

a,diver~ .. 

. !It MlSSIlGWY ,audbecame so tar cold,. that the night temperatul'e 

.. .JiA~tlte fr~ngpojnt:iD tllecolJ.rse.ofthe day we finis11ed out' June 21'. 

'pr~ .. tQ.ti<ms ,fot,.tbe~,pl\Oj~cted joul'l1ey. of the followil,g. Itl tbe .June ·w. 

~iJ)gJt.l\e ~w threatened interrupijuu: put, chl'c\J'ing at llOQU:J' 
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a,pq.rty of seven men wentotf in advance, with the,sJedge, ~::J.tqat, 
and,our provisions mul packages: the supply being for, sixdq.)1st 
and the place of tbcir halt the north-west inlet. At. sevep" .If~J'lI' 

lowed, with the .surgeon and three men, and found one oithe PJlrty 

returning with a report that the sledge had ,been brokeu. lIe bad 
been sent back for a new one, attended by three men and a dog: 

the,y bad not ~uceeeded in reaching further than six miles, being a 

mile short of the northern. huts, which formed the appointed spot. 

But this did not prevent Ollrproceeding: our principal o~ject being 

to catch fish, for which we had provided ourselves with the neces

sary materials-. 

JUlie :HI. To complete the journal of tllis month, I need only say that it 

snowed on the last day, with the same low temperature at night, 

and a fresh breeze: and I may therefore give tht' usual summary .. 

that I may 110t interrupt the account of our journey. 

It is scarcely needful to say, that it had been a. very unfavourable 

month to our prospect~ of proceeding at an early period in the ship. 

At Port Bowen, two hundred mile!ol further north, there had been 

rain as early as the seventh of the month; while it had not ap

,peared here tilltbe nineteenth, and was foUowed, moreover, by 

frost and snow, so as to throw back every thing to the same condi

tion as in the earlier days of June. In many pla(~es, i~deed, the ice 

haq become mucb thinl,ler; but it was stiU~ery ~ick~nd(..'()~d. 

,The. weatber bad however ~eJ), (a,;vourabje. for the explor~Dg 

~ie~ .. , . Commander .,Ross;bad ,flQt be~ at all interrupted .. iu .. hris 

:q~veUiJ\~,.at;\d his. repQrt.~ were favourable :wbile, ~pqg9~ 

tbq.g$",tbtrIJimj,p$,~r~r ,~tllre. end~avQurs. \fcre .. q.pb .~~~,A1 
i~~~ ~~t!}!f.~~.~itl~ 



t0ut intercourse with tbenatives had much decreased, in oonse

qrtence of their removal; but, whenever it occurred, ,we were on 

terms of greater confidence than ever. They had been unsuccessful 

in hunting, and had therefore been unable to bring llS any sup

plies; but whenever tlley were in want, and we could furnish them 

with food, we did so; receivmg in return every mark of gratitilde 

and thanktillness. In reality, with exception of the adventure 

con~eqnent on the boy's death, in which their mistake was after

wards fuJ1y f(\ctified and atoned for, and excepting also some suffi

ciently pardonable and not yery serious pilfering, we found (·very 

reason to he pleased with the character and conduct flf this trihe, not 

only to us, hut towards each other. I have given several instances 

of their kindness, in their dragging the helpless on sledges, and the 

eare of their children; and if they seemed an affectionate and good

tempered people, so did they appear to five together in perfect 

harmony, and to he free of selfishness, even on the snt~ject of that 

great article, iood, which constihltes the whole, it mayalmosf bt 

said, of a savage's enjoyments. I had no reason to suppose that 

I had prematurely Y(nmed tllis f.'lvourahle opinion, though it is 

~ much at varjan(~e with what has been reported of other tribes 

of tbe same people. It remained for time to determine wbat the 

exact truth was. 

The alterations and fittings in the ship had made so much pro

gress, that it was pl(fin we should he ready long before it couJd sern' 

any putplJS€. r:nwugh the health of the crew was generally good. 

three or tbur continned to show snell a' proneness to scurvy, that 

w~wereobliged to regnlate their diet and tl'eatmt'nt accordingly. 

'They had been much harassed and fatig'tlecl during this period, but 

bore their toils cl1eerful1y. 
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1'ne observations and surveys had been· going on, including 

many ou tht· dip antI variation (~f the needle. The highest .tem ... 

peratnre of the month had been 62° plus. and the lowest 26" ~ the 

meuu was 36', 7(): I need not repeat the, comparisons with thOM' 

of the other expeditions ill the same month. 

Our sport was but indifferent: yet some good specimen~ of 

animals were procured. The perpetual bunting of the nativ~ 

seemed to prevent the deer, together with the anima.lsof I)rey 
which followed on their traces, from resting for any time in 

this neighbonrhoOfI; while the same cause, doubtless, drove the 

musk oxen, and possibly also the hares, from this vicinity, 

toplaccf'; where they could find greater security in the solitude of 

these df~serts. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

AN . t~XPEDI"ION TO FISH FOR THE SUPPLY OF FISH FOR THE 

eRRW, lTNDERTAKEN BY MYSELF AND PAn'r'!{-NAR.R.'TIVE AN·D 

RE1'URN. 

fIAVINGproceeded towards the place where the sledge had 

been appointed, we eame suddenly O(ll·two large white bears, before 

we had rt!udJed the eud of the lake; but as our guns wefe loaded 

with small shot ou]y, we were eompe11ed to avoid them. It is not 

a safe animal to pro\'oke unarmed. \Ve met, after this, the men 

returning with the hl'oken sledge, and afterwards arrived at the hoat 

where the ammunition and fisbing tackle had been deposited. \IT e 

then proceeded over the ice, which was very ful) of cracks and holes, 

lS:lO. 
Jane 29. 

Early in t.he morning, we reached the point forming' the entrance .J\lll(~Hl. 

of the inlet, which we believed to be tI,e estuary of the river in which 

we had proposed to fish; but were obliged to pitch the tent, as it 

began to snow heavily, with a strong northerly gale. Being in a 

8heJt.ered spot, we were, however, enabled to cook our dinners and 

go to rest. We had killed two ducks and a plover .. and seen some 

reindeer. ,The land at this place was rugged, clear of snow, and 

diMteti of aU vegetation. We found the ice, in many places, dan ... 

g.e,t'()t.ls1y tbin, jndep~n{lently of many huge boles and wide cracks 
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. After dinner, at five in the 'evening, we proceeded IIp.tltt! inl#t, 

wbich turned to the north-east; travelling over the i~ .. ror ny~ 

mi'les, till it dividecJ into two branches; one leading to tile nortJt.. 

west, and the other north-north-eu.st. We followed the latter:8 

mile, and arrived at it~ termination. Here we ascended u higb 

mountain, where we saw that the north-west branch took a. north

easrerlydirection, as if it was about to join the great inlet to the 

northward, from which its visible end could not be more than.a 

mile distant. 

\Ve saw no river of any importance, though we had expeded 

one: there was only a sm.all lake; hut we 10und on its margiu .. 
some· remains of snow huts. On it~ banks, the game, such as it 

WflS, proved somewhat abundant for a country so barren in this 

respect as it genentlly had been found, and our sporting produced us 

sC)hle ducks and gulls, all eqllallyacceptable to those wbos{' variety 

of food wa.1iJ for the most part very disagreeably confined. The 

hiU· bounding the other inlet was, like those we had ascended~ 

rugged and bare, and there was a narrow cbanuel of water along 

it~ sbore,extt.'tlding aU the way up, excepting where two points 

p~jeeted. Many showers of rain fell during tbis walk, and the 

weather at· ,length· became so thick .and misty, that a11 farther view 

of-the interior land was unattainable. 

July I. -We retamed about two in the momif~; for the purpose of resting 

til':six,' during wbi~h time it, blewa,~e from thenortbwartl,. 

After· this, I set off, with -theS'$rgoon (:and one man, toexaiD,jQf . 
the coast to the west, in search ofa river; and.passml al~~~ 
ikON, cam.e loan island in the a()uth·,of tb~.inl~t, ., ,ft~"', 

flO' t1ro J~nt8Vtlte~'ba~,.neAl' 1Vhich~cci.,ved lDOthi,Qg_'~t1 ~ .. \. 
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9bmtt~riV\llet.' . We then passed two more points on tberigbt; and 

thr-ee! l'sJeill on the left; fi.nally arriving at the arm of the sea and 

thatnlouth of Ii river which were formerly examined by Com

mander Ross. }"inding it stiJl frozen, we proceeded to the north 

shore ascending the rising ground as we weBt on; and at len~J'{:h, 

at the distance of three miles, meeting two small lakes. 

Thence I ascended a mile, leaving my companions, lest I should 

fatigue them; and, crossing a lake, proc~'€ded to the summit of the 

highest mountain. Hence I saw the termination of the northern 

branch of the inlet which I had observed yesterday, and beyond it a 

neckof land dividing it from the one further to the northward~ whieh 

was also distinetly seen, about seven miles distant. I returned after 

two hours, and, joining my companions, we arr.ived at our teut. 

While resting near it, a man was perceived crossing the bay, 011 

which we tired a shot, to attract his atielJtion. He seemed at first 

alarmed, but at last stood still to look at us, when the surgeon went 

to meet him, throwing away his gun, as tlie signal of friendship. 

On this he also threw away his bow and arrows and spear, Wht!ll, 

approaching with the mmal salutation, he was discovered to be Ollr 

frieIld Awack. J then persuaded him to accompany us tOO\1r tent; 

giving him the !,,,m to carry, in hopes of thus bcttt;l' establishing 

confidence among us. We had walked Ulirteen hours, and wert' 

glad to find a dinner, in which we made our friend partake ... Ht> 

iilf6rll1ed us that his uncle Ikmallik's party were at .a river that 

entet.ed the bay about ten miles oft'; alldthither we determined to 

~,t()his 19reat ~tistaetion~ 
,J:!·~!&ur·tei1t and bag~JUge were immediately packed on the sl.e..lgt! 

~ithelitd;e'bua;t and the net,' and We set e01f w.ith fresh spirit, 



pMBin; 'several j~}andsaHd points:;tiU< we ca.me, ito' 'm~:"" ~ 

alhn'1ial ,mound~ which' I ,formerly, destiribed'; ,on frDtmlirig 
which; we saw the, river, ·and the;hut.s'oftbenatives aboUtr.' mi,1e 

away on the north bank., At our guide's desire,' we' announced oUt 

approach by 'ring 8 gun! which p,odnce(j.rl.general acclamation,. 

Leaving the sled,ge behind, I was soon ,at ,the village, and ,was 

received with open ann~ by our old friend Ikmallik. ' .; , ' ' 

,H-einformedl1s thAt the seaSlon for 6shingin the river was ,tmded, 

and that th.ey wer&a bont to set off for the lakes; but th~t t4ley 

wouJdstay all&tber day, if we would remain with them. Oa.rsledge 

thE!ll arriving, we erected our tent, and they began to 'replmJe tbeir~, 

which had been taken down; the number of families being fon,., 

They were highly delighted when r displayed the fia:g l.ilwwe 

IkmaHik'~ tent instead of our mVIl. We were theTl p~e.'iet)t,tod with 

fildj, including two fine suhnon, which we pl'Oceeded . to dres~ i'n 

ourvooking apparatus: a p~oeess that exeit~.d\gr~at attention, from 

the quickness with which it hoil ed one of· tbesenshes ' und fried 

the,·other. 

1'heyhad:propps;ed to dine with: us, and of(>".OuNlewe;oould not 

refl1se~;·tlmlJgh, ,perpk'X,ed to l.utOw how::to~ooo.k),for'soJatbre flparty, 

wt41lt_-Otl~ lim~d:·kiW:hea. The whole t\vel'V€ w~re, boweverj'in*itai· 

int.;thH,tmt.j;(.and~ "ith'ou}'(')wn party of "ve; it ·Was" more than 
~lr:iUed:. .. We,were ~) retietedt"rom; MI,arttdetyaoot:Jt 

('(loki.,. f:dinding, that thtiy\ }Jteferred,:,!their, &bmW' .. j' Oar· tw·() 

clmBerM,:tJmrtefo~, made aparalfel ;pMgf'es.c;;jn : time, . twwe~e,~'.t; 

ill. qHantity.~ ;since,i.whiI8;wef.nd·t~)at :tmeu4~~".tUli;;ba':6ii"': 

~PW_~fmeiJthan1;ebdugh\f(tt an~f,.Qlt Bn~ ·'.dk:H~_' 

cioats.: .... !tiWdkd8v6lU.d'11!fO{_cJf;..,:.··;At"t.Id51~~.~fIe4i .. ~.w" 



l'lt4:w()bderfuLtJlat,tbeirwhule titne is occupied in pltocuring t()()d : 

eaMm.an had eatenfoorteenpotloos of this raw 'Salmon, ant~ .it 

wu prebably but a 1uneheonafter all, or a supetihlOUS IlH::!al jilr 

tbe. sake of our ROciety. Nor is it wondert"ulthat tfley so often 

suifer frOlil famine: under a more ecollomicaldivision of their ~otld, 

with a· little consideration for to-lUorrow, the same district tnig'lit 

maintain double the nmnber, and with searcdy the ltaza:rd ofwant. 

'.lilteglutton bear, scandalized as it may be hy its name, might even 

be deemed a creature of moderate appetite ill th~ t.:omparisoll: with 

their human reason in addition, the..,t! people, could they alway", 

command the means, would doubtless outrival a glutton and a bUR 

constrictor together. 

\Vhetb:er Captain Cochrane's extravagant ac(.'Ounts be trlw or 

not, the voracity of the nOI1:heru savages, on both continent." is 

sufficiently known. But it is a question dlat has not been exa

ruined as it ought; and my medical knowledg'e is far too sut.aiJ t.i 

allow me to say much Oil a subject on which 1 cannot find that eitber 

preceding travellers or physicians have written any thing of import

ance, These northern stomachs have been supposed especially 

pGwerful; but the Boshman of southern Africa bas a digestion of 

tlte.sameenergy. and can equally bear the alternatives of gros~ 

excess and want. It may be true also, to a certain extent at least. 

tbattbe severity of tbese climates demands more abundant food· tban 

0D4 mQre temperate,. and that, in particular, oily food is useful, as 

I:.~·ooeasion formerly ,to remark. But the inbabituntsof t.he 

.pit1.,re@lionsof.~uthem EUI.'Olle demand 110 such extravagance of 

ibo4fllOr are e~ t~ people.: of .Laplnndandthe nort.hern extremity 

""lhsa1''''lMpiftODR'fol'?sl1cbeating ;'ias is not ,lesstraeof tRe 
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le61amers. In Norway, indeed, thepet\.Q:nt isverymuehlimited'to 

luitk, and to hread of the very worst quality: yet, inneithetor 
these cases, do we find the people less strong, or less cafJableof 

labour, whil~ e(]uaJ, at least, to the F~uimaux tribes in longevity 

and in general health. 

If this extraordinary consumption of food, and that of the lItOSt 

nutritions kind, is therefore not necessary, under this comparison 

with people most nearly corresponding in climate, the contrast is 

far more remarkable when we compare them with some of the 

people in the hotter parts of the earth. The Arab, on one sman 

allowance of barley meal in the day, is more enduring of fatigue 

than an ]~qnimaux, who perhaps eats twenty pounds of flesh and 

oil; while he is also stronger and more active. Other (~omparisons 

art" easily made hy anyone acquainted with the geographical 

history of mall. It is for pllysicians to explain these accmnmodat

jug power" of tile human stomach and eonstitution; but they 

ahoultl also account for Ole disposal of that which cannot fail to be 

superfluous: we were an as well fed on a pound of salmon a day 

a.~ these people on twenty. 

Be that eJCplamed as it may, this vast power of digestion mllst 

be the result 'of practice and .habit; while, unfortunately, the habit 

being 'once established,the consequence of a more restricted diet is 

suffering and weakness,or starvation. That isfulJy proved by the 

appetites(Jf the Canadianooatmen. The Esquimaux is an animal 

of prey, with no other enjoyment than eating; and, guided by no 

prmciple :and no reason, he devonrsas long a.<; be can, and iaU that 

~:mD'procnre,4:ike the,~ vulture' aI:ld'the tiger. The '·baff,:_-n.:~ 
Cailtmias ~dltY:{:e'ats~'all"that ··Ire can 'obta:iri, I)~ ':ttle~'._ 



"'npu.l$es;~he gains nothing in strength or power of endurance 

by it;, except tbat when the habit has once become established, 

be cannot endure privation at the first trial, nor without such per

severance in moderation as may once \nore reduce the condition of 

his stomach and constitution to a more natural state. Yet, with six 

pounds of solid meat in the day, or eight pounds of fish, which 

form. ,his reb'1llated allowance, he is not worth more, in point 

of exertion, than the Englishman, after a little praetice in that 

labour, who is amply fed with one pound of "the former, and a 

proportional quantity of the otber. 

To return from these remarks, we were not a little amused witb 

the fashionable usages of the table here. The head and, back

bone being taken off from two fish, they were handed to Ikmallik 

and Tullahiu:. the seniors, who slit the body longitudinally into 

two equal part", dividing each of those afterwards into two more. 

They were then rolled up iuto cylinders of two inches ill diameter, 

when putting one end into the mouth as far as possible, it was cut 

ofr by the knife so close as to endanger the end of the nose; 

the party then handing the remainder to his neighbour. In 

this way they proceeded till the whole stock of fish was consumed. 

Olle of them, afterwards e..atillg the scraps on one of our plates, 

w here there chanced to be. some lemon-juice, made wry faces, to. 

tl:le great, aJllusement and laughter of the rest. Man seems ,a 

l~~b~llgapimal, as be has been termed, even where be approaches 

as;n~r1y~ heean to his. inferiors of four legs. 

W ",~~ceededJ after this, to try our drag net, though they; 

'M~'~~}lm.t :weshQuld ,take no fish; promising, neverthele~ 
~"i(~e ~ght n(J,~, ,w.e",sllQu}d p1il~eof their store. Their· 



PNJpheey~IW:f18 ,correct; for,in tQree:ca..~fs" ,weltook .bukh~l,f ,1tJ 

AzellrismaU fish called Kanayoke, wbiletbe .. l3$t bll:mght"Wl\y, 
• large stone. ThisproduL-ro great; Jaaghter.,;., but if it-djd n~ 

gitve them a good npinion· of Oltr deKterity iutms art, so. jt 1 had 

the advantage' of preventing them from covetiR;g our net. But 

the tinne we might have lost in . fishing, wascmnpensat<e<l ,by 

ou~ ,sho(}ting~ on the wing, a gull and a wild goose ; and,. ,by 

IJl'esentingtilem! witll these and some other birds that. we luui 
!ibot,Otlr favour ~nt on increasing. After tw:enty,:,nve hours 

Of wakefulness and labour, it was, however, necessary tLat these 

lWJltives at least sheuld'sleep, and, I, therefore sent them all to their 

beds, appointiftg a meeting when the sun should be in the south. 

J1l1y 2. ;'i] accordingly went with Ikmallik to one of tbe pits where tlley 

Ioeep ,their fisb,+ frozen; and seeing that it probably C<)lltained 

nlM: .' jess than farty sal mOll, offered him a 1arge, knife for the 

whMe,witichwll5 readily accepted. He had always been the 

most contented of these dealers, while the others looked uJ). to 

him for ' I(!xample ;,~lO .that; the other two men offered me their 

stores at :theRalllc,priceo' !', Had I known. tbeoonttntts of th,e whole, 

I·Oould not have:ventured ·to,offer sudl a ... price; as. 1 f~.nd two 

hnndNd and·,twerlty ,fish; averaging five pounds eac.h,.tand ther~ 

fote lprodueing'atODweight of ,salmpu jof ,wlW; •• ; .. tb~. pumhase 

~ 'M'M1tlmS'DO 1OO1!e,tha,n ·se\lensl;tiUil\g!j;;and.si,,~cel' 

.;', We 'llad." tJm<s . :m.ore .', thaa I.'we \ coulil" weU ; ~.Fy; . ,but 1 ,as i,his 

:tresh:·meat,'friIs most fleet1fal·ior, tI~"beal.of. the Qtlew, ~.$pooj;al~y for 

t~ lwDb .were: tliDeaten~ ,if\itil $CUr~Y'.:' we ~d()pt~L ~~v,~t ~H1' 
tri:'ftb"'for·~rfibg:_ least.1l8l_nYI"tJJ{€: ~I". ti*:l"M'~r ."lbltdt ":,.IJlI8iIe,~illb"'4N.hq~'fi~"d~t\\itJl o~} •• r.bl~~u 



IiuuaUik;" I we(sncceeded; in p~king. np tw~ :·}rundred rand ten 

of th~ ;::fishes,k~epitlg the rest for present use. ; ~rn.e. offer· ()l 

two pieces of wood . to make a spear and a padd.le,pl'uduced 

t.i!Ol, fnTtner, the loan of fOllr dog~, with the assietanee of three 

natives, . to aid llS on our journey home, and· to bring. back t1re 
anirrial~, togeth€r with their reward. 

Having all dined together, as before, we were ready. to depart, 

when they said that they would show lL'i their method of killing 

seals; pointing to a large one half a mile off, on the ice. Eight of 

them consequently set out along the shore nearest to it, and 

thell approached the animal slowly until it raised its head, when 

those in front stopped, and shouted a,,, loud as they ooultl;. 011 

which three others ran up with ineredible sw.iftness, but as the 

leader raised his spear to strike, the creature suddenly pluuged 

into a crack on the ice, and disappeared. 'Ve did not retaliate 

their Jaughter at our want of success in the tishery,as we were 

really disappointed. 

They afterwards showed us the manner in which they,take 

the salmon. The weapon is a' ~'Pear, with two very divergent 

harbs of hone or ivory; ana, by this, they are struck 'in the 

water. They described this method as being withoutl,difiWulty; 

ail; the'nsh swam. up in the cbannels.between the ire ·and the 

land, in stich dense crowd~, that theyeould not throw their ins!l'll

ment'withoutstriking some.1'his was the Imgration to the rivers 

thrspawnihg, without doubt; and it "'as . the end of this ·migr~tjQn 

diat bad!dansE;d;them to abandon a· place~ ·which, if, we bad then 

~sfOodtbese ntQtte$1 better, we &ltOllldhave resort~LtQ.,;ttt 

ai -&flie .... ~riod:'· 'rh«ttepo'1n.l~ ooofimts a discredit~ Amerri~all 

3M2 



tale,.inwbich the fish are described"robe so abundant" at"ilsGtne 

&8aSOns, in certain rivers, that they are trampled to dea:th,:by 

the llOOt:~ of horses in fording; while, if ··t."Onnrmation were 

necessary, the reports of La Perouse on the same subjeot; are 

beyond questioning. 

We at length set off, dragging the three bags of fisb after the 

sledge, as it could 110t bear the weight. The ice being hummocky, 

and full of cracks and holes, gave us much trouble: .so' that it 

required four hour~ of hard work to reach the first of the islands, 

aoout four miles off. I here determined on burying two of tht~ 

bags; carrying on only one, in the boat on the sledge. At midnight 

we arrived at the sec~ond island, four miles fiu1.her: and here it wa~ 

necessary for us to eat and rest, having thirteen miles more to the ship. 

TIle ronte continued very bad the next day, being through pools 

of water, ofteu knee deep, and with holes ()uite through the ice, 

besides very wide cracks. .Palling'into one of these,. the sledge 

also overset near me, the hag of fish ti:tlling at the same time in 

inch a manner, that had I not been first, it would have gone down 

through the crack and been lost. The only event,Jortunately, was 

a sound ducking. Not long after, it began to blow bard,and 

to snow" while we had still seven miles before us; but our per

seveflallce at lene,rth brought us within sight of home, at ,three 

miles distance; when,arter mncb difficttlty,iu consequence of the 

separation of the ice, ohlibring us to unload alldearry things piece

meal -over the loo!i4e fragments, we got .near enough to hoist our 

COIOUfS, and Were answered by those ofCommander,Kos_,wb<J 

lt~d;flotarri~ed'lIlany "minutes before us,' troma ,siDlilar, .fishilll@ 
.expedition. . We ,iO,undallweUon board. 



~fFbeR! is little to add to ,the ,narrative of this sbort_ expedition. 

'Fhe,:river which we had visited is· called by the natives Tatcbik, 

andison)y fifteen miles from tbe ship, though our eircui~us course 

had made it twenty to us. It is about five hundred teet wide, and 

from six to ten deep; the bottom full of large blocks of, granite, . 

andtbe current running strong at first, but diminishing bef()re we 

had left it. There was a rapid also about two miles up the stream, 

preventing its navigatiilD: while the natives informed me that it rail 

outofa large lake which was supplied by otbersjit a greater distance. 

. To our communications with the natives I lnust also add, tllat 

they endeavoured to entertain UR in their best manner; acting over 

Rf,raiu the drama of our first meeting, together with that wbich was 

to take place when we met hereafter at NeitchiJlee. Our attempts 

to repeat their words was also a source of great amusement to dIem. 

,If the meeting bad been fortunate for us, in procuring such a supply 

offish, which we should have missed had we been a day later, lnow 

also found that this bad been stored up with the intention of St'lling 

it to us the next year. I might indeed have procured a hundred 

and thirty more, but they were not so fine, nor could we (~olltrive 

to take them away. I ought also to mention that we bought ti'OIll 

them three wolf whelps as specimens. 

The proceedings on board duriug our absence had beeBlUarked July I. 

by little variety. Some of the men had been lamed in their expe

ditionsJ ·and required management in their allotted work.. The 

tbennoJlleter at midnigbtwas 37", On the second it did not vary, .luly 2. 

8l:Mi tbe,m~n were ret.'Overing. The third wa."t the day of the return of .luly :3. 

;_£~mm~der:lwss'sJ?artyandm:y awn. being fog~'Y in tlle momi:og, 
iWi'~::snow and rain. In . the evening I. tkltached a partytQ bring 

home the l1sh that had been left behind. 



.JOURNAL OF Till': MONTH OF JUtY-SUMM:\nV OF 'TIlE MONTH

'TRANSACTIONS DURING AllGUS"; ANn ITS8UMMARY.' 

.tun. 0 . ' 
July 4. N Sunday, after church service, the men who 'had b~nsellt for 

.luly fl. the,salmonretutn~d: find part of'M~mrlay was occupied in deanillg 

them 'and packing them in thetnnks, with ice. The snow had 

nearly left the land; and, this'fright,the nocturnal temperatlir~ 

rose to 4W. There was little to note on the two subsequent days': 

.July q. the necessary, work for fitting out tbe ship wbs going oil. The 

.luly 7. temperature fell, however, so much on the seventh; that jf froze 

:bard.. Tbe men, were now ordered to· recei'Ve three 'po~tids' of tlie 

.fresh; fish every other day . 

.lui,; S. ·It was less cold, yet at midnight"tbethermbmett-r wnsibut'31" . 

.lui) 9. Oil dlle'foUowitt8' day~ ,it rainee; hard< for ,twel'V~~h01\'r's,':itnd the 
effect on the remaiDing~now was::oolisid~ahle.' " '.A:tiafiV~ 'llrn'v~d 

witft iafl' otter f)f ttlote' 'fish, ',wh%It'wel1greed t(f'puttfllaS~t llrhen 
br~ht, and we undett()okJteSentlfor:!"ti.vbil~fhe';Pltbl1edltii~ tetlt 

.July 10. near:us,nwithhis family.,"IIfl,takii\'g :a!.(walk"t~ay;'jit fuit.UFth~ 
iOO~'1nore thall '<&, c{ootjtWitk;r i'ft' ttl\\tty:p1~~;\ina ~\titiftl~! !ttfAt 
oor:,~~ b.we, ,th~ugli\ti't." ()"rJW6j~OO!'dirt.itfq.}~iiii~1te1 
awayl~;tw.o:,feeti,,,·,.u~jithi<of fctyi 'at "dte·i8ritfitee.,r,'()sd1WelMitfllitid 
other birds "'-;kilIed. 



· In the course of this Sunday our party returned with the fish for .July II. 

wbicb they had been sent. It was foggy in the morning, and some 

rain came on at night, last:in.~ till the fol1owing day. Thus it COIl- July 1~. 

tinned on the thirteenth; sQ. ;thatthe snow on t.he land was almost .lilly I:;. 

entirely dissolved, and the ice covered by water. The several 

works went on in the mean time; and our sport"men shot, among 

other things, some small birds that we did not know. 

It did not clear up till the evening of this day, when it became July 14. 

fine, continuing so on the following day. At.this time a piece of 

ice came up to the surface from beneath the ship, so forcibly as to 

liftiber up on one side and cause Iler to heel, to the temporary alarm 

of those who wcre below. On shore, the mosquitoes had jnst com-

1Q.~llced their most unwelcome summer visit, and were in· swarms. 

The thermometer was 42° at midnight. 

'fhis day was fine) with a strong northerly breeze; and our sports- July Hi. 

lDen were ,very successtiJl in shooting severa)· birds. It stilI hlew 

hard on the foIl ow,j ng, with ·some heavy rain. The outer part of .July 17. 

the canal was now open. Sunday's muster, after service, found the July 18. 

lUen lUuch imprDved, in consequence of the change of diet. The 

ice rqund the . ship wa.~ MW broken in pieces, and. the snow had 

~,n.~irely left .the .bills; hut no clear wati!r was seen, at sea . 

. \,ptihn.and clear w~tJu:r brought the mosquitoes even on board July 19. 

t~~ sl;tw, :where "they: were .very troublesome.. On this and, the 

(WJq~~M 4ay ,t~e. thermometer was as higb ~as 4Zat midnight. .J uly 20. 

~ ,t"fL~.v..~-~st,.,t~,~~ewa,'i sa broken up about the ship that July 21. 

}f:~I~?,y.l~.14a~~~~1~\~f;i~t tOI,the end'9f tl.e,canal. 'l'be several 

:_(MfJ~MhpoW~I~;; ;~nd lupst of the painting,. caulking, 

,_>~rNPairs and alterations, were neady,dnisked. 



July '22. The,weatber .was reany hot.,; as weU;ascab.,the· .. tbenml~ 

rising to 70°. The swarms of mosquitoes were .asgreat.antL ... : 

troublesome as in the West Indies. There seemed to i.be diWerea' 

July 23. species; and a large kind was the most Yienomous .. The same calm. 

July 24. and warm weather continued on the following. two days,bringing .. 
us to the end of-the week; but with as little variety ()f .occurFeace 

as during the preceding. We had work, iruleed, to employ US; ,but 
it was nevertheless dull. We were prisoners now, equally,by 

land and water; for the former was unfit for travel1ing, in its 

present condition, and as to clear water at sea, there was, as yet. 
none. Even our spOIftiug was impracticable. except at midnight; 

such was the annoyance from tbe mosquitoes. 

July 25. A south wind drove some of the iee to the northward, but, stm, 

we saw no clear sea from the top of the highest hill: the whole 

visible surface was a compact mass of ice. Being Sunday, no work 

.luly 26. was done. But on Monday; the Krusenstern was cleared out, .and 

launched off the ice to the beach, that she might be repaired and 

caulked; and as the ice wa.s now in motion around us, it became 

necessary to moor to the r()cks, on, each side. This was a day of 

hard rain, for tbemost part . . 
July 27. ·The min continued, with a fresh breeze and alowertemperatQ.re", 

July 28. by which we got rid of the mosquitoes for a time. The Krusen

stero's and other work went on, OIl this.and; the .,foUQwingd.~,part 
of which was expended in reshipping .such 'parts of tile;et)gWe as 

might be convertible to the general ~s" of the ship.~,Am~ 

tbese~WM the main sl"a,ft : the cylinders werew; ·be cpt 9P.iqr. ~~ 

pu~;.feJ«Ull.ingtlieirmateriaJs .... &t •. tbe :bqi:~_, ~; 
:' '" 1 .", ',:.1 ,.'. ?:,,~,;,:~ .... :, 'I~' ~":' ,{ \::~:,' ;' 

fram,es ~d ;_t~~ aser' .,;:were'POt,wQrth·tt.e, ~r", ,.' , .. ~~d,g~ 



,.~~''''were.;:)eft .. on .shorev with,· the satisfactoryrefiection, at 

hYast,,'ihat they,would prove a valuable jron mine for our friem{" 

,thtF.BsquimallX. 

Some trout bad beenobserved'in the lake yesterday; hut being ,luly'2fl. 

late in g6ing ,witb the hoat and the net, we had only one haul, and 

tGokbut feur. This day we set out again, and harl the luck to take 

atJove a ,hundred, averaging a pound each. It was the hest sport 

that we bad had for some time, while it also fnrnishefl two days' full 

allowance to the crew. On the next, there wer-t Huly seven takeH. Jlllv:,lO. 

Some rain fell in the evening, and also on the f(-,llm\rlng morning: 

Tbisduy, more than a hundred tront \vere tak(~n by the net and Jllly ~\l. 

the rod; amonnting to upwards of seventy pounds. The varion~ 

works had been going on as usua]; and Saturday night hrought 

them to a close for the week, hringing with it also, the end of the 

month of Ju1y. 

Although it had been It warmer and a hetter Ollf' than June. it 

had not compensated for the lateness of the season in tIle two p.re

ceding ones. The first of Allgnst was arrived. and we had not yet 

seen any clear sea, nor had any of the ice on it appeared to move. 

Still it was probable that the first southerly gale would break it 

up, :eould that last but for forty-eight hours: so that we might !'ltill 

feed on hope. 

The menth had been unifonn, and therefore comparatively dull 

to'us';',butwebad not at least been wearied for want of occupation. 

Tbe:sbiphad'been completely refitted; and the new painting, 

wbUe''lIseful,.had also improv.edber uppearance. She was so little 

J~i_i";,~S:Dot toma.k<e, lnored18fl'tive or 'six incites of water in 
,.', >}'!": :.'> '."/";'/~',": :",.,:1".'" ',), 

,.!~~~ flQurs,:JAe: IbC'lm"'4S Ibad. beeR applied to her, and 

aN 



we traetedthattbese would improve hetsailing:: ofithe· dis~~ 

ther5everal parts of the rejected engine, I1uavejustspoken. 

The health of the men had so far improved, on tbeir amende(hl~ 

that even the suspicious ones were ,DOW' quite well. .{l.1bH'great 

supply of fish 'Was a matter of congratu:lation,and somewbat.ba,.; 

] anced'" 011r other disappointments. Tltey who,; in reading this 
journal, may read of meat and eating, must add somedling to the 

common ideas usually associated in theirnlinds with this subject. 

At home, a good 01' a bad dinner is but a matter of content or the 

reverse; and the first salmon of the season no more than a luxury. 

The bad dinner of yesterday will also bc compensated by a better 

one to..-mort'Ow; and he who cannot get salmon will f'..asily find an 

equivalent. But, to us, good diet orbad,salt provisions or fresh, 

sufficed to tUM] the ~ale between activity and weakness, bealth anti 

sickness, and, as well might happen, as u~oo to happen but too 'Often 

in fi)rmerdays, between life and death. And the first ·salmon of the 

snmmer were a medicine which aU the dnlgs in the ship coold not 

r.eplace: while, though they had done no more than diminish the 

wearisomeness which men feel from being confined to theetenlal 

samertes.·' ofa ship's provisiens, they would have had a value to us, 

greatertluln all tl,esalmon of the Thames' to those· who can'pT()vide 

themselves with such dainties. 

, Onre'OIDlftlmieations with the 'nati"Ves,'hadeontinuedio2conarm 

our good opinion of them: while, if we bad attainediiomor-e 

knowledge ·'Of their peculiarities, and· bad'witnessedmaaythings 

repugnant-to'our ilabits and'feeling&;,:Imnst reserve.tbesefor'€Uture 

rertlarw( 
H .. 'rit\g·~~y spoken' of'the :Kiruseusteq;,.tl:#,~Y~~. 



TO<m8 i AIICTIO REGIONS. 

omierve,tbatwhen the ice hadoverBowed it had sunk her, carrying 

her' with it to the bottom. On the thaw she was at last relieved 

amlibrought on shore; but she had sustained more damage from 

the ., pressure than we had suspected. Many of her timbers were 

broken ; but these and all otherclefects had been at last repaired; 

atl41 she ,was now in a better condition for towing than she had 

originally been. The other boats had also been put in order. 

The collection of natural history had heen increased, and tile 

sporting had on the whole been successful. In addition to our 

living foxes; We bad tamed a hare so as to stay in the cabin with us. 

Not m.any observations had been made this month, as aU travel

ling by land was impracticable. It was time, too, for taking down 

and embarking our observatory; while we bad now but eigbt 

weeks before us of that short summer which, under our purposes, 

wa.~ ·in rea,lity the only one; after which we sbould again be com

pelled to settle ourselves for another winter of ten months. 

, Respecting the temperature, it remains to add, that the .highest 

wa.~ 70Q plus, and the lowest 32° plus, the mean for July having 

been 44° 57t plus. 

After church, we found that a strong northerly breeze had at Aug'llst). 

length put die ice in motion to the eastward; and it now assumed 

the appearance of hummocks interspersed witb pools of water 

The party ou shore afterwards reported that it bad broken up in 

the,:Jlorth ,bay. 

,', rille themnometer was. at 39° at midnight. On the next, nothing A lIgll~t '2. 

seemed.wantmgbut·.a soutb.wind to, disperse the broken ice: the 

effeetofthe northerly ones was to pack it together, loose as it was. 
:&:_.~y1 trout ,.~eRPtaken ;in, tbe net: and, on the followlng 

3N2 



August :,1. ~"the fishery was nearly as suceessful., The weatber 'efJntil1ued 

very fine. 

AI\~lI~t 4. It was still ,fiue weather, but thefisbery failed; exce·pting that 
we took the largest trout that we had yet seen; weighing tllree 

AIl~lIst ;-,. pouuds and a. balf. The evening of the fifth produced a smart 

shower of raill: but things settled back to the same state on tbe 

AIl~~'U'1 ()_ following day, when a st.ilIlarger trout, weighing nearly five pounds, 

was taken, with about twenty others of the ordinary size. The 

KrJIsenstern was la
r
unch{. ... l and brought alongside. 

Angu~t 7 _ At five in the afternoon, a breeze sprang up and blew fresh from 

the south-westward t()f ten hOllrs_ This, sett.ing the ice in motion, 

carried ,away oue of our hawsers, and the ship was forced against 

tbe rooks neal" her; but was soon got off' again, and sf~cured, with

out any damage. This was a sort of return of our labours of the 

preceding autumn, but of a very different nature, as we now hoped; 

sinee it was the probable commencement of our liberation, as tile 

o~her was of f)ur imprisonment. This moving iee, however, soon 

",topped near the shore: further out, it eontinued in motion to the 

northward till two in the afternoon, when the tide carried it back, 

having, nuw, at this spring, a rise of five feet and a half. 

August 8. It wasu. foggy and rainy day, with variable winds. ,The mefl, 

in their walk after cburcb,reported that there was much clearwater 

iu. ,the large bay, but that there wa.,;a :ridge between 'Fu:ry and 

Aug'ust 9_ Hecla islands, and the point. ,.1'he weatherdiWered little on 'the 

August 10. (91~wjng: ~f' ,and on, the, tenth tlle rain ·was much heavier.}. It 

s~,v.~ ,;iQ. pre\l~~t all .tishingl~ uQrbad Ollr successbeeD:-ve"'l~ 

q""A.J~e" iPf~jns;vone~" Tbe" ;wind wastp 'the~""'~ 

and ',~aw.e"'fel'f,,\lS4 ... g,, ~~,tQ :!paok the,:ice M 'cl_'.:,~~w. 

Many seals were seen, and some water taken on board 
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~~Ite-fW'eather improved !some fisb were taken; and a southerly Augu5t II. 

WiRd caused the ice to move. By the next day, under the same Aug:lIst \'2. 

breeze~"muob Illorecleared away, so that an extf~nt of two miles of 

clear water was seen to the northward. A good deal was, however, 

aj'erwards bro~ght back by the wind shifting to the north: nor 

indeed would the tide have admitted of making un attempt to 

get out. 11~or many days now, the midnight temperature had 

been about 88". 

The observatory wa., taken on board: the da.)' being calm, and Augu~t u, 

lilO change in the ice. Nor was there any on the fourteenth. The AlI~lIst 14. 

fishermen were now supplying us with enough for our daily 

(,'Onsumption. It was a memorable day, inasmuch as it was the 

anniversary of our first visit to 11'uryBeach. The thermometer 

feU to 34° at night. There was reason, indeed, why the night 

should become colder, as the sun was now situated; but there 

wa.o;; Jess. subsidence by much, than when it had been far highel', 

ooC'duse dIe g-ronnd was then all covered with 'snow, and was noW 

clear; thus retaining some of the heat which it had acquired 

during the day. 

The morning of Sunday had a tavourable aspect, 3.." a westerly AlIgU5t I:). 

bre~ bud moved the ice from the coast; but it soon changed to 

the, north-east, and uU became as it had been before. The first 

star tltat:we bad yet seen for the snmmer, Capella, was visible at 

.Biidnightl;. Thetnidnight temperature fell to n. 
A~,: .• "t .. MtquillD6rning· of westerly airs, the wind, towards Augu!t it>, 

~ns, ,becaw'e' "a'Strong;breeze from the south-west; but as the 

~e\,.asNv"'low~j:and·· the ice Q!,ilroulld, there was no motiOil with 

"\L~gb. there was some in"the offing. The following day wus AI!~u~t 17. 



ca)lBland'mKd~ and there<was no!chatt~ iu),the ice. t.Vae'midnight 
tempenltltre rose again to 34", Nor .was 4:hCl'e' anything worth 

An~\lst 18. Dotieing on the eighteenth. Our success in &hing; iOn .all,the. 

days, was very smull.; , and we had to.r~gret the loss: of ODe of-OftT 

tamefi)xes, after havang been one of the family;fQr six IDOllthilf. 

The vaeancy of the sea, it is well known, makes even the Bight of 

a gull or the rising (If a, porpoise an important event. Wbetlwr 

the vacuum of wide-spread ice and snow, when the sbip is· itself 

a prisoner, i.nstead -;>f being only a prison, .be·oot muc:h worse, they 

must decide who have experienced. both : but we shall probably be 

excused for 'Consideving thf"!death of this, unlucky fox a.~ among the 

impal'tantoccul'rences of our· present life,_ 

AI :.;u,n 10. A. fine 'day, with a northerly breeze, was but a continuation of 

this now slet'py uniforlllity: our ship could do nothing'; .. and we, 

little. The capture of some fish, and. the occurrence of rain at 

A 112:'JSt '20. nigbt, scarcely varied the sameness of the following day.. Th~ 

A 1ll:'II;t 2!. twenty...nrst· closed anot1h:~r week: and tbllsdid the tbird week of 

August find 'us where we lind been sineei May in prospect, since 

September in place. 'rhe rise of 'the tide, during these'f)ast days, 

had vacillated about the standard of six feet; having onc£!' been at 

lllorethan,seven, and being, now five;' The ioe wa.4;JstiU d08e§ tc) 

tb.~nQrthward,;.under a fresh breeze. 

Aug
'
lsl '22. Itw;QS the sallie Qn;Sunday;, though ,the 'afternoon waswannef 

tltaftitbad been for aconsid.erabletime. j,Tllere waa.an open lane 

of water seen . from the shore, .ly:ing al .. u~g Ithe .. landto; the w~~al1d 

AlIg'lIst 23. Gtl tbe iartbest v:isible ;poillt 'north" .On',J\:Ionday ,therei.~W •. ~·_ 

e~8e:ilbut,ljn' tbe.nigbt the ,'lrind,j iD@rea.sed to.al/resh~:;~ 

August 24. the IlQriliem qu:tlrtetr~ and,.atdaylight next.day"the:,i~ .. ; ... ~" 



rapidlmotioti to the SOIlubward, and packiuginto the oott()m of the 

hay,- Th~dnner parlof the harbour was thus cleared, as tile {!oast 

'lVU,' fOr .about two miles to thesoutbward; but afterwards, a pack 

eftbe ice streamed in, andtiUed all except the place wbere we lay, 

thatbting deftmded by the lo,'ToumJing of some heavy masses 

outside. 

TiJe wind continuing to blow fresh from the north-eastward. August 2;:). 

Ole ,ice cootinued to acCnmUl{lte so on us, that a very small space 

was left clear. It was more moderate in the lllornillg, with rain; AlIglI~t 26. 

hut there was otherwise no' change. Both the suhsequeut day~ August 27. 

were equally free of any events worth notieing, beyond some Au:;ust '28. 

indiffereut suceess in fislling and shooting, includjl~g the taking of 

a seal. Another week was gone; and the night thermometer had 

little changed, varying between 30 and :~8°. 

Sunday promised something new; the wind becoming a gale August 2!1. 

from the north-westward. Thus the ice began to move with con

siderable rapidity, and 'the harbour was once more cleared .. We 

trietl to console ourselves by recol1eeting, that on thp same day last 

year, the ground was covered with snow, and the temperature ten 

delo,'Tees lower. 

The ice continued moving to the southward tin four o'dock, Alleus! :J(I. 

when it stopped, and remained stationary the whole day. On the 

following, there wa..~ no change in the weatller till evening, when it August 31. 

rained froIil the westward, with a fresh breeze. \Ve made ready for 

haUling· th~ ship 'out into a pool to the northward of l1S, that we 

'might be Jffl)re intlu~ way of extricating ourselves when the ice 

IhMldfairiy ·OpelW And with tltis was summed up the monO. 

~I·~. 



l\\l,~ ~qd,of tbat. loon~.habo, ,left Wi, .eleveli lW)ntbs, fixed tG'~le 

~,J;Wt. "Thatever yalue voyages of discovery may have, jl) !th~ 

cpuutries, they arc eertainJy.,pu:rclu~sed ,at:A, lligh pricejn tiwe, 
though there were nothing eJse. \Ve might }uwecircumna:vig'ated 

tlll~ globe in the same period: and I imagine no .one was very 

sauguine about future north-west passages, ev€n should we contrive 

to make one ourselves.. 

That this was a u-.onth of daily an(t hourJy anxiety, of hopes and 

fe.;..rsJ l)fOmise, an\l non-performance, I need not say; while no 

record of feelings could give a picture of them. There were l.mt 

tour weeks of this neVf~r a..,sured sUJ;llmer to p.onH:~; and, reaBy, the 

hope of its speedya.rrival was by n() means great. On many 

past days we had more than hoped, we had almo~t expected, that 

the next day, or the following, or some other not far distant, wHuld 

relea.~ us; and they who refleet.t~d most, were perhaps the 1east 

€(l.sy under tbis constantly recurring disappointment. It was my 
b1,lsinessJ at any rate, to keep up the hopes of the men, and, where 

that might be diftJeult, to find them occupations to prevent them 

trenD thinking too much of the future. In this, the permil-'sion 

to shoot and fish gave much aid; while the variety of diet this 

proqured them was also advantageous. Of their, health, indeed, 

Hwre was no reason to complain. 

The commencing temperature of t11is month was promising; but 

the northerly winds of the latter portion were extremely adverse, 

since it was the efieet of these to pack the ice upon us as fast as it 

broke up. One conclusion seemed obvious, namely, that the winter 

in. that quarter had been particularly severe; thonglJ we bad once 

thought otherwise, wIlen o,bserviug how often the temperature·~ 



w~:tM.'wind bl~w from'tbis ;oint of the compass. This was an 

'tmfitvourable view of things: but there wa~ no remedy. I need 

«tty add, that the higbest and lowest' degrees' at wbich tht! tller

trI$IDeter stood were [)80 and 33° plus, and that the mean . of the 

month was 40" 87t plus. 

, Every thing about the ship, boat" and an, had been entirely 

refitted and made ready for sea; and- she had never been so trim, 

neat, clean, and comfortable. We had obtained abundant room by 

the di~missal of the engine; and that was no small gain, to com

pensate a loss, if that machinery can be esteemed a loss, whence 

we had derived so little ad vantage and undergone so much incon

venieuCe and vexation. It was probable that tire E..~uimaux 

would profit for a long time to come, by the cac/u}s of Messrs-. 

Braithwaite and Erickson. 

Having concluded, for the present, a long train of observations, 

it was very satistitctory to find how well the cbronometershad 

performed. No. 571 of Parkinson and Frodsham had continued 

its rate of plus 1.1 seconds per day without variation. 

'}'he season had been very favourable to veg'etation, and the col

lection of plants contained, as was believed, many new ones. , After 

so long a time of confinement to a narrow and unvarying society, it 

wa,§ highly pleasing to find tbat the general harmony was' un
altered. ' 



WARPINd '(HJT,"UNLOADING, AND PINAL ESCAPE FROM ouIi l-JARBOtJR 

. -' 'JNE~FEbTbAi MOVEMENTS AMONG 'rUE H~E-riEcoME FIXE» IN 

'¥HEAT-tEMPTToPtND A NEW. HAR1JOUn'· FOR TIlE WINTER

@UMMARV OF .sEPJll'E~lBER. 

1830. T 
8rpl. 1. . 'HIS JD&nth set in with great s(lVcrity; the therlUometer wa~ 

Sept. 2. 

at tbe,:f'reezin~ point, sinking finally to2!t, and there' was a 

violent storm of snow, which covered the frills for the',nrsttime 

tbis season: while it was also the severest gale we had experienced 

during; the whole summer. It varied between the west and the 

llm-th,; and· though it continued to paek the loose lce, this could not 

IllDve -fBT, ·baing soon stopped by the fix~d mass at the bottom of the 

bUy, Oorown passage t'O the main was.fiBed by two large icebergs. 

:Theisame gale blew, .and was very heavy about two o'clock, wben 

there '!Vas an' eclipse of the mOOD, invisihle t(l us. The ice ,was 

driving to dre'southward witbg-reat rapidity,aodpacking itselfiu 

immense masses. . In .,tOe evening. the >winddiminishedi and ,tlw 

snow which'oad fallen·.on the hiUsdisappeared 

Sept. 3. ",Itdidnotblnw so strong,. and the ice.'was at'llistandi; butitfroze 

Sept. 4. haM at 'mHlaight,with. the thermometer at ·,29Q

, Th«;. w,eathet being 

fine;'ueJt*!da,;~ 'and ,expecting. ·a high tide at.two iftthemorDi~, we.' 

attimtptett/to ~i ,the bar ':between -the island aad.the,·,main ;jy.bui 

~'we.looold:;_rpftt it fu'l.:.illoob, tllat wel'elilaiD_,.~ 



itl only fourteen incbes of water~ By this accident, however, we 

profited 80 as to examine the ship's bottom, and thus also repaired 

several smalldamages'wbiclt she had received'from the ice. Having 

also shored ber up, we proceeded to lighten her by discharging 

foor tons of water, and putting ten tons of other artic1es in the 

boats, that we might, if possible, float her off at the next tide; 

laying ,out hawsers to warp her off when this should take place. 

Tliere were showers ,of snow in the day, and the night was equally 

cold. W ehad the misfortune of I~sing our: best dog, which 

died. 

We were obliged to work to-day. At two o'clock in the morning sPpt. 5. 

we attempted to heave the ship over the bar, but in vain. The wind 

had shifted to the southward, and the tide did not rise so high as 

before. It became necessary ~ therefore, to unload the vessel, as 

the tides were now diminishing, while we could not run the risk 

of being neapedin this manner. A bridge was, in consequence, 

laid to the rocks, whicb were but eight yards from us, and we car-

ried over it aU our remaining stores and provisions, together with 

that iron-work of the engine which remained on boal·d. In the 

evening, the wind came to the eastward with some snow, giving us 

a better tide the l1ext day. Three treenail holes were hopes of 

here discovered in the ship's bottom, in the search after a leak 

which had plagued us, and they were accordingly secured. 

) \A·, shift of the. wind up towards the north produced such a tide as Sept. (i. 

euabled,us,to,beave- off the bar very early in the morning. Yet 

theieeL,bad SO groo nded , that we could not advance far enough to' 

a.!Vokl. gy-olmdiltg ourselves when the tide should fall, and did 'not . 
~",,}ue~:'to ,bring on ,,·heat'd much ()f 'What had been landed. 

During tbe day every thing was covered with snow, which partially 
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Sept. 7. 

~ llrtder:.an·;.eYaling.haze,; ;~aa. d;;Di~tui~~stilear a:ntl 

frosty. 

It bJew\&gale mom the fn()tttnv~rd .. du:ri'8' ·the.eight,; bttt·,~tiee 

did not move. Towards morning ,.weCOfttri~ed ·.te heawe:_t",.S${as 

to get a foot more ofwater1 which .• ah1ed.lIB.to,(prooeedwith.tihe 

reloading of the ship ;\and,.,· after this. "by aid·: of,the: iee" at .-QDF 

oows', we gained another foot; thus advancing about tenieet, :iB 

diStance. This 'was a depth suffiment toallow1 us tbireload.entir.ely; 

but ·that caused ·us .work enough for two.daysi Tbe thermometer 

W8S·()O higher,and there was some snow. 

Sept. 8. The changes in tlu~ wind anrl weather were trifling, and we pro-

ceeded with· the reloading of our dischargedsb)res; also cutting 

some .iee at our bows, that we might have uo obstruction to our 

Sfpt. 9. next attempt. ,rrhe followiug day ,!RS withoutchallge or interest, 

etccept that more ice was cut, and tbe ship .hove a few feet allt',Ud. 

Sept. 10. Every thing, however, was got on board and ~towed. The ne~t day 

did not ad".ance UR even Ii foot. The lakes on shorehadnot·yet 

frozen, tb:oughthere was iee on the pools. 

Sept. 11. r..fbe wind came to the soutbwar<l~but was not sufficient ,to move 

the' heavy ice. The pool between ·.the islaBd and; the· maiuwas 

cov-ered· with tbin bay iee, having avery proguotfticating,evil aspect; 

awl,the temperature fell with the setting' SliD to 21 Q • We,stiU went 

on . ootti ng the" iee, and :fheship, was,ht>ve . at ,Jit~ ·;furtber· ahead. 

Theioold weather seel'.Qed reaJly.oomi.goJl;a., the thermometer;,by 

mit:hU~W88.:J8Q:; aDd· tDeushooting of dU6kl·w~llow"ratber:, a 

'fe1Cf&tion::tbllO ,olher~ise" since we c4iJUld-see thattheyw~re!fetQrniag 

·fU tbe~lthward. 

Sept. 12. \:;,*II'M1dJangegwi:ctemperatlll1ei b)~a':,;W.erf)hVe.I~;i~~ta. 

thermometer ranging from 160 to 410 between four in the monli'flg 



aod,nee", !)hWbett.m.,..bl:.: .... t :'~OB\<sbD.relefter;eh.mhJ\ f01Jnd~tbe 
wa'$e,r, ne,v~rtheles8, completely covered with bay ice. 

lElte'r&iwas • ..-edasp·illtOw.on,:Monday, _Jd,~ t~,dle' wind Sept. 13. 

Wll$:'Sou.tflerly",itwaslighi;;'aOO had no e1fect ont'he ice,a.tsea •. ,In 
the nigmt tide, the ship was hove about ten' feetl,ahead,. and."ihat 

whicb; w.ehad to cut througnwasnot frozen to the union of the 

separate: fragments. rn.le next day was nne; but this was. niX Sept. I'l. 

favourable weather for us' who 'Were in want of, a . gale, and tltat 

gale, too, to be of our own choosing.' The midday ·heat was tile 

same. The sight of a hare that ,had been shot was by no meanR 

gratifying, for it bad now aequired i~ winter dress. 

The wind having freshened in the night from the soutbward, tile Sept. JO. 

ice began to Iltove north, about the time of high water.,and,after 

daylight, itW8s very loose, and full of lanes and pools. The night 

tide allowed us to heave~ome space ahead, and the ,day one 

brongllt us into Dve fathoms water, though not two sbips' length 

from our position of yester.o.ay. What remaint'd on shore, of iron-

work, anchors, and other things, were now, therefore,. got on board; 

but that furnished UR occupation for the whole day . We were 

eonsequently ready to start by evening; hut the breeze died away, 

witbthe ioe still drifting up and do~n before the tide, in the calm. 

That wind was of little service to-day, being light and uDsteady, Sept. 16. 

Between the.· south and west; but as the ice near us was becoming 

,slack;, the, ship was ·howe out two. cables' length, to take advantage 

ofany';epening,rthat,migbt OL'Cur. Some lanes of water appeared in 

:.,'.emng,aloD'gtlte Rhore to the northward;, The thermometftr 

was 40° in the day, and 29° at midnight. It fell to 2f)Q:.efore the Sept. 17. 

·i,M~n2~7and···dtere iwas an. alilTOr'a borealis ..... A.t -daylight 



Sept. J8. 

wef:ceuld :seei that t1.eiee bed "driffud"-oj1[the; lind; <bQtt'hetre~_s 
~tma (!omplete ridge b~itbe shipialtd a -}ane,Ofi'W.r1W'bn,h, 

lad'· to a point three miles' tothe;nMthw3rt1. ";AooutHtWO"inth., 
afterlloon, however, it seemed to be br.ea,king'l1p; 'Wbfort we"lttHieiol: 

diately cast off, warpedthroughth,e bayitte af01!lnd tts;'.and,:inhtdf 

anhouf, our ship was, at .Iength, once more in clear "wa~t,8l'Hi1 

under sail. 

Under sail-we scarcely knew how we felt, or whetberweqnite 

beHevedit. He m~st hea seaman, to feel that tbev~frelwhich 

bounds'beneath him, which listens to and obeys the smallest move .. 

ment of his hand, whieliS€€JIls to move ,but under his wiIJ,isa 

thingoflife, a mind confonning to his wishes; not: an inert body. 

the, sport of winds and waves. But what ~aman oouMt(:~el this a.~ 

we did, when this creature, which used to carry us buoyantly ovel' 

the ocean; had been during an entire year immovable as the ict:' 

and the rocks around it, helpless, disobedient, dead. ' It ~eemed to 

have revived again to a new life; it once more obeyed U1O, did 

whatever we desired; and in addition toatl, we too were free. It 

was the first burst of cAjoymenton the recovery of OHr liberty; hut 

we were Dot Jong in finding, as other pursuers of other Uberty have 

found; . tbat . it was a freedom which was to bring us . nQ happihes~.'-

Thus freed at Jast, we advanced about ,three miles; butthf"n 

lindinga. ridge of ice, we were obliged to make fast near the point 

wbielLrwasat that distance to the nMtbofus;and;~ina sufficiently

cOrauaOCliQ\ls tharbouT :OOtweetl bro", icebergs, we passed the night.! 

We"shotr_1Degrouse onS'hore, 'to p8.1J-f! the time,; and ':~"111~ 

seal~:~:;j Tltel dKtrlllometera tli'tidn ight 'was 30-, . 

• {the meaD' ti1M;:;fbe"Wiind:l!1t:am~ 'Tound;iunfortth_e1Yt'J~f(f,tI8· 



- .. ~td,;'-dJ"~Y' m6mblgi~oUr:pa~e'wasihlooked-up ; ,so that 

_;:,were'MlllpeUelitoreiDain:.; ; Intheofting, .jt;waBsweepingup 

aM dOWJl! before' tbe tide.;- and, "iathe eveBlsg; 8J!l ,.tnewind .. became 

iO&I!therly~ it:wellt.away rapidly once more to the southward.. ',There 

$1; DluchsDOW to-.day, 3Illd .themndwas entirelyc()V€I'M., :Four 

~es that.wer~~sh0t did ootmuch comfort us under;this detention, 
however they might vary our dinners. 

,Agale bad come, on suddenly last night, and, eontinuing till Sept. 19. 

bighwater, tbi${orenO(}Q~iaS' it served to raise tlvrttidecousiderably; 

~ur bergs floated, Jmt did not change their position so much as to 

.destroy our barbour: .' while the arrival of a large floe protected U~ 

froul a .. pressure that was now threatening to be considerable . 

.Every space was indeed filled by the ice: but as the wind ceased, it 

did not· fix, being kept ill alternate motion by the tides. In the 

evening it was a little more slack; and there was nothing in thi~ 

dayto,make us neglect the duties of ,Sunday. The thermometer 

,was at 2fi' at midnight. 

The ice ol)eneu so sli.!.!:htly under a westerly breeze, tbatit rend6l'ed 0 ,-' Sept. 'l . 

U~ flO service; and, as we were frozen round by new ice, we were 

obliged to cutaronud the ship. Our detention was more perfectly 

assured, the next day, by a south-easterly one in the morning, Scpt. 2L 

briuging the ice in upon us. After many changes, it at last settled 

i4l",~~lortb-nwth-west, and blew a heavy gale. The ice being 

,tP~set,inrapidtnoti<:m,. C'dn~ in contact, with thehergs which 

:pJ:~c~u~ ~nd ~rced tbem. and us "together, onwards, till our 

'~H-,\~.u ;JIVitl.ill _~Jlty. ,Yard!) p1' the rocks. 1'he Krusenstem< wa~ 

.~.t,tbe8arne time forced1out..@f:\tl~ water .. Itwas tortunatethat the 

"~fi~lw;b ,. GQ~fed, 'U&.W~ mot··.G311'iedawaY~i else· .. weshftld 



~(gon~!w,ith:$ftemi·.intodte·m~ .fi*l'k',t;or -Deenidril'!Clll, •. die.· .,. 
~;, eacb.ofthem but hazardous .~nsl,if,ftOt •• _~" • 

tanperatw-e'reU to, 48°; 'aDd there.W'.u-SDowwith, this'gale~, 

::;ept. 22. It continued on the next momingv~the, liceintthe '.bay ~: 
partially, c1eared.,Bu~ wr tbis;romillg tobl6'Weveo ha"N1erjwe 
were,worse blocked uI)than .·before, tholl'gh ;there was stiU .. ·Ia1lfe.of 

water iu the bay. It was however the .• only dear water vi8ible~ 

al~else·~as a solid surface Gf ice., At ,nigltt thewigd was macb 

Sept. :23. more Qlooerate. "0.0 tbefoUowing day there was nocbange. W,e 

were ooIDflletely ,frozen ill; and w-et'e obi iged to cut· round tbe,ship, 

that,s)Je'might right henelf,having been,heeled over by the ice. 

Sept. 24. There was a heavy fall of snow aU·day, and it continued on tbe 

.,cpt. 25. tw6Ilty....nftb.. Tbe week w.asexpended; ,and we were idle and'im

IB-ovHbJe.1~he thermometer, frolD ba;¥ing been at 24° for the past 

days, :reached to, 30°. 

Sept. "L6.'TbeJ"ewas nothing to .interfere with the services and repose of 

Sunday ;snd no chal1hl"€. The tempel"ahue, however, seemed gra

Sept. 27. dually faUing; it-bad been but7°iu;tUe nig'ht,and was no more thau 

14° ,aU Monday. A:·lane ()f water was seen near tbe islands that 

Sept. 28. were nextto. us. It beealBe wider on·the'following day;, so that, 

had we.uQt,been imprisoned, wemight:havemad.e:some:. ptO~"''eS8. 

te the 8Ortbward~ 
Sept. 29. ,'~he tDerlD.Ometer··jell 'to ,60 ,-and,the .aeal'"!Watef ofiI1e8terda, ,wu 

covered "witt. bay' itte~:!' The, '8QD'Qtn .. ws,~hl1lDjl1tf)cks·' lwere ,at_ 
'cectteflted to~h8r'in,sucha maour,lihat nothHrg IMt a·storul eottW, 
~riherrr. i:i.Qdrl}mpes':,of;a"Jiberation 'Iwrere tbereiQre .:fitst;: .... · 

j,ag· .. ,;,;;;·and Glri:work ····was,:(ROlV;to iCtIt·,thro.·iUte·.iwt.· .' .. .. 

attaitla'har-tietlr~.~wti:'iike1!r£$·~ve :laUtbome'l"'i¢":,~ 
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palt ,of anot.r 'Y'eftt".. It was fcmnd.to be a foot- tbibk; ;and as there 

were also ·.manyheavy pieees in ·the.· way, our progress .was neces

sarily very slow, and·the labour bard. There was not wind enough 

to Pl"e'Vent thefor"!:ation of bay ice. 

". Under the continuance of the same low temperature, tllewhole Sept. 30. 

~was Dow covered with icc. 1'here was no longer, therefore, 

ocoa.~ion either to hope or fear: and there was an end to aU anxiety 

at least. The agitation nnder which we had so long laboured had 

snh~ided into the repose of ahsohlte certninty., Our winter prison 

was before us; and all that we had now to do, was to reach it, set 

up our amphibious houro;e, and, with one it,ot on sea and one on 

shore, " take patienee to oursel ves." 

Though we had done much, we still, however, found it very hard 

work to cut through the remainder of this ice, whieh, though 

but newly formed, was already sixteen indies thick, independ

entlyof the broken pieces from the former winter that wert> 

mixed with it. Thence, what we had cut otrW3S to be Jifted to tlJ(~ 

surface, as it could not be sunk under the field; and, in conse

quence, we only matte eighteen feet way in this find the prf'ceding 

day; a slow navigation, thong'h, f()rtnnately, our harbour wa..~ not 

very far off. It seemed almost a fated period for us; as it was thf~ 

very anniversary of the day which had fixed us not three miles froUl 

the spot which 'we were now seeking to occupy; while we we "{' 

pedmps again captives-and who could cOl1iecture ?-for another 

yea.... It, was '1:1leend of September; but the summary of Sep

ttmlher, , lS30,is 600 of the . least agreeable t,hat I have yet to record. 

~Itwas now winter, witboot· dispute. 1'heoretically, it ought t~. 

~lbeenlsach ;,and. tbatit wps .practically,so, we had long been, 

sure, whatever efforts might have been made to flatter the men, or 

3p 
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ourselves, tbat it was otherwise. It ,had been a busy and a labo

rious month; but it was busy idleness, as far as any result had. 

followed, and all the labour had produced no retunl. It was, in 

every sense, a wasted month, and it had been an amply provoking 

one: there was not one in all the preceding year in which we had 

not done something useful, or at least made preparations for it; 

thus finding occupation that satisfied us; while tbere was not one 

which .had not held out, what Wa.." even better, hopes, and those 

most lively when tlle chance of release was most digtant. \Ve had 

now to hope again, for nearly another year; to eount months, 

weeks, even days, yet with less (~onfidence than we had done during 

the last winter. 

He who can hope a second time as he did the first7 is of a more 

fortunate constitution than some of our people seemed to be. The 

despondent could not conceal their feelings; though, of the greater 

number, I am bound to say that their contentedness, or rather re

signation, exceeded wllat I had anticipated. It was my busines~ 

to show- them the brighter side of this picture, by recapitulating onr 

success in discovery, the excellent condition of our ship, the com ... 

fortable home which we had now learned to make of it, our ample 

stock of provisions, onr good health and peace, and the better bar

hour wbicl) we should now secure, as it was one also whenee it would 

prove much more easy to extricate ourselves hereafter. But the 

bri.ght side of life is not easily seen through the dark one; and I 

bad, .tberefore, to trust to time and habit,and to ho}ie that between 

q~-r;O\Jllf;esource.~ and the communications of the nativ{$,supplied, 

a$ .. ~~expected to be by them, with fresh provisions, and, bMOre Jong, 

wi~J.t t~.epower of, r4llCWiQgollr, expeditionshy land, time' 'woold 
pass Oil, and tile present evils become lighter. 
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·.10 r.eviewing the weatherand:the temperatute'dnring this month, 

it. isseentbat it was more severe than that of the preceding Sep

tember; and thus, being an earlier winter, it also promised to be a 

worse one. The highest and the lowest in the present were 41' 

and 6° plus, and the mean 27°, 42t plus: in the former, the two 

first had been [)(t and 8' plus, and the last 32Q phIS. In tbe Sep
tember of 1829, there were several gales from the west and south, 

which cleared the coast in such a manner that it could often be 

navigated; but in the present one, there had. not been a single 

breeze from those quarters, capable of making any impression on 

the ice. On the contrary, there bad been several gales from the 

northward; so that as fast a..;;; that which was iu the southern part 

of this sea dissolved, the space was filled by the aJ'fival of heavier 

masses ti'om die north.· It was as if the northern ocean were send

ing all it"! stores into this quarter; and we knew that it was now 

the unquestionable parent of an inexhaustible supply; while, as if 

the bloekade was not already sufficiently complete, every little shift. 

of wind from the north to the eastward, filled up the little hays 

which might have afforded ns a retreat. Bad, too, as this was in 

it~elf, it was rendel"ed much more efft~etuany so by the state of the 

tides, which did not allow these masses to float again, when once 

aground; so that they could not be removed, even though we had 

cut them, while, when onee taking the shore, tlleY became as much 

a part of it during the ensuing season, as the roeks themselves. 

I need not, in this summary, go back to any general record of 

tbeship's proceedings or· our own; they offer less interest than 

usual, and we bad not been in a situation to make a1lY observations 

of ,mement. Our sporting calendar preflents little more than some 

fruitless firing at seals, and the ineffectual pursuit of a white bear. 

3p2 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

LABOUR. IN CUTTING THROUGH THE ICE-BECOME FIXED FOR TilE 

WINTER-SUMMARY OF THE MONTH. 

OCTOBEll CUl1ullcllced with clenr weatller, and, III the course 

of the day, a strong breeze from the westward broke up so mnch 

of the bay ice to the north-ea~t as to display a little clear water. It 

made no imllression, however, on the rough ice which was attaclwd 

to the land; and one of the bergs near us having split under our 

quart,;er. we received a violent concussion. The labour of cutting 

6ur way was renewoo, and with rather better success. The thermo-

meter was 12& at night. On Saturday there was little change, 

except that O\lT 1abour was harder; and in this position we ended 

another week. 

Oct. :1. We were obliged to persevere in tbe sante tedious toil; and the 

wbole gain wasbntsixteen feet, which, bowe"er~releasedu8 from 

the pressure of the· icebergs. 'l11ishad :been very inconvenient, if 

.Dot more; since tht~y -rose above ller gunwale, and -also lifted her 

u:p'insucb a manner as to suspend her three or four feet higher 

Oct. 4, tllutire'water 'Whioh she-drew.·· The Monday morning ealBetWith 

al~ale,. whicb -br&ke oWsGlffe pieces of ice, but rendered us liD 

serVice.· Oll1"'laMlrs:only .gainedus an additional atit;mceofotMr 
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sixteen feet. TIle thermometer adhered to 20°, and there was drift 

mow at times. 

It became more moderate, and more favourable to our operations; Oct.!.J. 

in consequence of which we advanced eighteen feet. There was 

snow in the day, and a gale from the north in the evening, the 

night thermometer falling to 1:3°. At daylight on the sixth, the Oct. 6. 

weather was fine, and the breezes had broken up the new bay ice 

to the northward, so as again to show some clear water. Tbe ship 

was cut in as far as twenty feet more; being tJ:lUS much nearer to 

our intended position for the winter. Being calm and clear at 

night, the temperature fell to 10°. 

We ad vance<! fifty teet this day, hut had only six feet water at Oct. 7. 

the ebb: though we were now at length clear of the heavy ice. 

Towards the following moruing, the thermometer fell to {)O; and, at Oct.~. 

daylight, there was not an atom of water to be seen in any direction. 

All was ice; and it is remarkable tImt this day was the anniversary 

uf the same event in the preceding year. We however gained fifty 

teet more; and, on the following day, forty; but being now but in Oct. 9. 

three feet water, we were obliged to shore the vessel up. The tber

mometer had been always low, aBd, 011 this night, was only 2°; but 

tbe weather was calm and clear. 

It was now apparent that we should soon be obliged to adopt Oct. f('. 

the negative scale ofthe thermometer as well as the. positive. It stood 

at .zero this morning; and it had not reached that point last y~ar, till 

the 19th of tbe.same month. UTe were thus obliged, again, to lahour 

OJi SUl~day; since anotIl~r 1brty~jgbt hours of such frost would .rt'n~ 

d~ it extremely difficult to cut the ship iI.; as the ice around he ... 

,,~e~~ij. .Bow,:threea;nd . four ff.iet, thick,.. Nor bad we made lRQr,e 
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than the half of our needful voyage; wbile it was absolutely neces

sary for her safety, that she should be removed to a ()lace where .$he 

could float, which was not less than a hundred yards off. We 

gained but thirty feet by all ()ur exertions. 

Oct. I). The weather did not ebange, and we advanced forty-five feet. 

o('/.. 1'2. On the next monling a fog covered the rigging with ice, and· we 

O('{. 1:1. gained as much more. '!'he thirteenth was a beantiful clear and calm 

OCI. 14. 

day; and I found, when on shore, that the sun melted tbe suow upon 

the rocks, though ~l,le 1I00n temperature was as low as 8°, falling to 

r at midnight. Other forty-five feet were gaiued by cutting. 

In the eot\r~e of this fOfPnoon there was a gale from the \vest, with 

snow, raising the thermometer to 12", and at last to 22°, at midnight. 

More of the canal was cut, hnt the wind prevented us from heaving 

the ship into it. This g'ille increased in foree till the morni1lg of 

O('t. 15. the fifteenth, when it te]) calm; and we conlt.l see that the Hew ice 

in the offing had been once more broken up, so as to show some 

clear water. The ship was ad\ranced fifty feet this (lay, and f{)rty

Oct. 16. five on the following; hut she did not yet float at low water. .The 

weat.her was variable, and the thermometer did not ma.terially alter. 

(kt. 17. A week, a second week, bad done little for us,and we were 

obliged to make Sunday onee more a day of work, thus advancing 

forty feet. A gale, which had arisen the night before, continued 

01.::' 18. tin noon. We gained twenty more on the Monday, and saw that 

Oct:I9. tile clear water to the northward bad enlarged. The following day 

()ur proh~ess was thirty ; while the ice wa,'1 so heavy, that we were 

obliged to heave the pieces up by the capstan. l~~rom the shore! 

could see tb~t the ice was forming again in the water, whicb the 

gale had (ileared during the ,preceding days. 
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The temperature feU from;12° to 4°. \Ve gained thirty .feet in Oct. 20. 

advance, but found the ice rapidly increasing in thickness. On the Oct. '1 J. 

twenty-tirst our progress was forty feet, and we had entirely lost 

sight of the clear water. A strong gale, with snow, impeded this Oct. "2:2. 

work on the following morning; but, in the evening, we gained 

fourteen feet, which enabled us very nearly to float at low water. Oct. 23. 

On the next day we gained as many more. During these four days 

the weather had varied much, and the temperature changed with 

it; but it was generally higher than it bad lately been, and was 

this night a~ 2J o. 

It was necessary again to occupy Sunday, as before; and the Oct. 14. 

work was harder than usual, since the ice was about sixteen feet 

thick. It was too heavy, theret(,re, to lift, even when it was cut, 

nor could we sink it: so that we were obliged to cut a space for the 

fragments in the thinner surrounding field, that we might lodge 

tlJem on it, and thus make room to pass by. "lllat wa~ dOlle, was 

not, however', finished in time to enable us to heave the ship allY 

further in advance. 

This was a fine dear day, but the thermometer fell just below Oct. '25. 

zero. Our apparently endless work was resumed; and on the 

following day the heavy piece in our way was removed, and t)le Od. '2li, 

place for its reception was cut, so as to allow us to advance 1{)rty 

feet. On the next we gained fifty, and were at length afloat at 10w Oct. 27. 

water. We had seen a g'ood many hares, foxes, and birds, fiJr some 

days past, during our walks on the shore, but had shot little or 

nothing. 
The weather seemed to have seriously changed this day; the Ort. :!8. 

temperature, from zero, in the morning,. ~'ent down to minus Hr at 
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()cl. 29. night. The snow on shore was knee deep, and made walking very 

laborious. 'Ve gained but thirteen feet; the ice being very thick, 

and freezing again as fast as it wascut. On the next we advanced 

fourteen more, so 0..." to have eleven feetat low water. There was 

some at night, and the temperature rose to 6>0 plus. 

O('t. :10. We now cut six feet further; it was not mucb, and there were 

two hundred yards remaining before we could obtain deeper water 

or a better position, being work for a hundred more days, at the 

same rate. Uut the ice was daily becoming so much thicker, that , 
we eould not hope to make any impression on it (luring that time, 

at all proportional to what we bad alre~lJly aifectf'd; and as our 

place was at least not very unsafe, hemmed in as we were all 

round by ice, we .concluded on putting an end to our lahours 

Oct. :11, :md remaining as we were. \Ve could, theret(we, at length make 

Sunday a day of prayer and rest, nor was that less acct'ptaLle than 

necessary. 

The summary of October can he little but the ahstract of our 

labours, sinee the whole month had been employed in making a 

worse than tortoise progress, the entire amount of which, after all 

onr toil!'i, was but eight hundred and fifty feet. \\'e hall not even, 

with all this, reaehed the plaee that we had intendet1 ; we were, how

ever, not very far from it, and were eornpel1etl to be as eontent as we 

(~ould. I believe that some of us could not belp ealclllating the 

number of eenturies it would require to make a single north-west 

passage, at this rate; as others speculated on the premiums that 

might be demanded at I ... loyd's on sueh a voyage; could, indeed, 

one man have been found to " write it." 

If our place was not very unsafe, it was by no means a de-
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sirable -one. Yet,'C6l1'Jpa'fatively, it was a great gam: slllee, lJad 

we ,remained in the shallow water, suspended on icebergs, 'the 

ship would have been almo~t' uninbahitabl~, fi-om her lllotions 

and change of positoin, and might also have been destroyed. 

I f the gradual1y-increasing thickness of the ice, added to the 

necessity of'heaving np what could not he sunk in the usual man

ner, and to the often severf' wenther, rendered this an unusually 

lab<:n;ous ,month to the people, the toil seemed to call forth the zeal 

and display the perseverance of every man. ~o one's health was 

affected; and on tIte whole, there had been a not unexpected ad

vantage in this perpetual occnpation, since it had diverted their 

attention froUl their ohvious snl~ject of grievance, and trained them 

to a new detention, for another winter. 

A!iol we wen- now to commence a fresh residence, fot' litt1e less dum 

another yeaJ', at the best, having already undergone one of thirteen 

months, it became proper to take an :weount of ollr provisions, and 

to regulate the expenditure and the nature of the diet for tIle period 

em whieh we were entering. These details can have little illterest 

~hr general readers; but as it is in such things that navigators seek 

for information, they cannot he omitted: while, for the convenience: 

of the latter, and not ttl occupy the time of the' former, I shall 

here state them in the bridest manner, as the original report was 

drnwnup. 



:46tflUfttf'd' ~romsJ()tts on bOard of the Victo,:V (i~ tlilfo"st. pf Octobei'fl88(),'r~.tlttr;~4 
the Arrangements then made./or th~. M.c~1.·8 Dill~~ 

l~. 
Andrew's flour 16 hds. containing 7928 

Scott's flour 7 hds. oontl\ining~ 3164 

Fury's flour 8 cask~, containing 192 

Beechy's suet 36 Ib.,Fury's do. 180=1080 fir. 

lb. 
PN. for2yeaf!lfor 2J:mell=~9;61 •. 

Remainillg on board 17,364 

Less t.han for 2, ye~fs . 2i50 
7,' Bedwell's raisins 700, bread 1::100=2000 do. But with -lrs jlltowance for waste~m ~tl\y 

last tl) June 1,1832. 
0> 

c:Q 

Salt oc>ef 28·H lb. slllt pork 5350 Ib = 8194 

~ 
Propo~ti()n of salt beef, pork, 

Preserved meats = 5056 

'und 'pl'e!let~ed meat for 27 12,061 

=' ltcmaining on board 13:~60 

This .~rplus consists entirely in salt pork; thel'c being, with allowance for bad. 
canisters only 2i of pork 1189 surplm; 

. .'. lb.' " 'lb.' 

sug .. ~l2hdS, and 1 box Betiw.u1l1184 lb. ~proportion for 2 ye. ars. inl:ludg. ",nate 2 .. 828 
Fury 21.B. 104911>. - - 2233 

Mo1alllC8 1 cask - -. - - a'O = Remaining' oil board - 2738 -. 
Quantity of sugar, short of 2 years, from October 1, 1830. 90\ess 

Cocoa 6 cases, ttmned Bedwell, 595: Fury 2i barrels, 614 = 12091b. Propor~i()llf()1' 

2 years 1371 lb. Difl'. 16~ lb. less than 2 years' proportion •. 

But the 162 shott for 2 years made good by tea 1 chest, 8zlh; * ditto, 14 lb., which will 
oOlUpletlS tea. 1WicoeoaJor two years. 

P~ns, ~plit, 7i .. casks., I 8 hush .. 6 gall.j rounddo~. 1 bag, 3 bush. 6 gall. = 22 bush.4gall. 
PrOPOrtion f~ two year., 32 bush. 4 galL = IInoctof two years, 10 bU$h. 

'Sptita"fUm, 120 galt; . Rice; .~·}'b •. ;., Lemon-jllico for ODe year at ·the ptcsel'lt allowance. 
Jli<:ldes 4 .sma'~ ca$kl!;slic~d lemon 2 cases;1\iu~tard 2 boxes; Barley 2 ca~ks, and5jl\rs. 

"-thia i.~~clW!'ive btpre&Crved I'o()Ul~~~ of w~'id:iwe h~ve 100 gall., ~~~hjch, together witba'e.,gr of 
'Wine,i'~re reeerved.C()f. the sick. Finding, therefore. lbtl.tw~ .. '81wuld have iPf(jvis19n. '~f.l ~~,~., 
aneejust ~nfficlcntto support nature inthi~ climate, utltil the period ill I °32, when wetntlllt 

hl\'~'eith~ reached the Fury's'store g,.ouni "bete there are still Some 'PrQ\'iiiQn61~ft:i"t'lrfl1ust 
,~don tbe.llhipto, lla:ve our lives, wed~te,~;roiaed:~~, ma~~ ~e.~UowiHi"~~Il!eJ.lt •• 1I 
;~g~s~eq by Mt .. T,bom; whioh,by givingtbe men a soup day and a meat dny alternately, 
4u,jngti'llm()ntl\~,.tO ecimlnellc~ft(lm'the firetof:Noverll~1 .1 MO. appeared to vatytbe'diet 

.~i~9;~Y~t~~r ~~ll\ewl}i~h ~~:~ol\ld h~v~;,!ld,9ptecL' 
::i.i;MQnditY':'::"'Ipp.littd s.alt:bt~ef IUld'fpolllld Or~9ur, " 
"~';~~.f4,i'~l!l,:pi'e8dtveclm~lli, and lpO&lld ditto'witb barley In ~up. 
:i:,)~~.~~~;;tl~,~~'()('~~~' ~jth p~ 80UP',. '. .' ,'.. ';"""""." .... , 
'4., ;~Jfd"i,/ ,; , ~ "ofpre~rved~eat W1tbtpoond ofpreservedmea~,,~)J,~r~ 
i.,':'dilll"~:';:;' ;!W"k~'l!e4t·':,j.ii;t·~~d:~tl1o~t; " ."" ,,-:cT, , " , . , . ,,'. '. I .,.l¥'" 1"1"'''''' 



.. ,;~:.&atu[d!u·~ po~n~i of prt:$et.~~ m~a.~ with t pound of ditto made into h~rle:i lSroth. 
7 .. Sunday....:..t pound of pork with pease soup. , 
13:'"'Mouday-f pound ofprcs.ervedmeat. with vegetable soup. Thus tboe men wQpld hat'c soup 

on six days out of eve~y eight-and on the I;>ther two, beef an<fpudding-while a constant suc
cession of diet would be obtailled. Thus we trusted that tlleir health Rud strength would be kept 
up; so all to cnable ~em to go through the- fatigue 'Of travelling in the spring . 

. . )'h~place of the ship, I must now remark; was in a bay extend

ing to tbe south, after entering the inlet to the eastward, which 

was termed Sheriff's bay, while the poipt to the east was caJled 

W atQh p9i~}t. 

l'hough the clear water in the offing did not reach so far south 

as il) the p'reqeding year, it was longer open; and. notwitllstanding 

the occasional severity of the cold, the mean temperature wasbigher 

by five degrees than in the corresponding montb of 1829; tbe 

highest having heen 24, and the lowest 12. It closed aJso at plus 

24",beillg 40° ,higher tban on the tinal day of last October. 

Ol1 the whole, having but the surgeon to spare for the cbace, 

the produce in bares had been respectable ; but this t .... lct having 

heen the residence of tbe Esqllimaux in tht) preceding year, the 

animals in genera) had oc.oen . .frightened away or exterminated . . 
The place where we were now fixed was very near to the huts 

wbi<:h tbey hlld then inhabited. 
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