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PRE F ACE. 

THE narrative of my late voyage ID search of 3, north-west 

passage, having been increased in its length far , beyond my 
• 

expectations, it became , necessary to reserve for' the A fpendix 

every thing which did not actually belong to the worktlit<;elf. 

I have to regret, therefore, that matter of much importance. to 

myself has consequently be~li postponed; ' among wbich I may 

mention the two , following letters, which having been already . ' . 
published in the newspapers, for the purpose of showing to the 

public that I was not ungratefuJ4tor the sympathy so universally 

manifested towards 'me and my C<!mpanions. 

I had, indP.ed, deemed them an unnecessary addition to the - . ' . ' . 

narrative .itself, but certainly not without the intention of again 
, . 

gratifying my feelings b:llt publisbing tbem; and some otbers, 

a secoJ).dti1l!e, in justice to myself and to those whose bumane 

endeavoaz:s cannot be too oft~ or too fnlly acknowledged. . . ' 
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To IIw C01n1llitCee for IIw llfanagement of lite A.ffairs tif 
Caplain Back's E:rpeditioll. 

Porda.n1Hott:l, London, October 26, 18:l3. 

(~ENTLEME 

Of the Illany circumstances of high gratification which 

have weleollled the delivery of myself and companions from four 

years' severe suffering, there is nothing (next after a deep sense 

of the merciful Providence whel'ewith we have been surrounded in 

mch great perils) which bas excited in me so strong a feeling of 

g"mtitude, as the huftlane and generous sympathy of a number of . 
persow"'ho, at the chane<: of being instrumental in our preser-

vation, contributed, with tbe assislance of his Majesty's govemment, 

" 5UIII, ample lor the purpose of paying tbe expense of an expe

,fition, which was so promptly and with so much judgment put in 

motion by your committee, and so wisely confided to the guidance 

"f .captain Back, whose known intelligence and intrepidity gave 

the committee a certainty that aillwouid be done which a sagacious 

mimi and untlinching perseverance could accomplisb. 

lt is my wish and .Iuty to make the earliest acknowledgment, of 

this inslance of wide-extended compassion towards us, and I 
,'enture to rely on the favour of the committee. to receive witb 

aliowanc'C, this imperfect expression oj my feelings towards t1lem, 

til his Majesty'. govemment, to the contributors to the ondertaking, 

and to the Hndson's Bay ,Company, for efforts wbich might have 
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proved, as designed, the means of snatching myself and my faithful 

companions from the further 8ufterings which, almost to the last 

moment, we seemed doomed to encounter. 

SIR, 

I have the honour to be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your very humble and grateful servant, 

JOHN ROSS, CAPT. R.N. 

Arctic Lalld Expeditioll.-Answe,.. 

21, Regent Street, October 2~, 183.1. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of yom 

letter dated the 20th inst. addressed to the Committee for mana~ing •• 
the Arctic Larid Expedition, and returning your tlmnks to its 

members, to the Hudson's Bay Company, and to an the Subscribers 

towards the equipment of that expedition, for the exertions made 

by them iii hopes of rescuing you and your brave companions from 

yonr 'Pe"rilons situation. 

In reply, I beg, ,in the name of the' committee and of all the 

snhscribers, ' to ofter you our wannest congratulations on your "'lte 
retum; audltlthough tlte main object of Captain Back's el'pedi

titini~thu. attained without ' his assistance, yet we feel milch 

gfttlfied" that' it AId hnve ~ne, inasmuch a.. it proves to all 

flitare 'adventurers in,a like enreer, that their country will not be 

unmiiMlfu1' of them; wltile, on the other hand, yonr retllm also 
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shows that no situation should be considered too desperate to be 

beyond the reacl, of a similar exertion . 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

CHARLES OGLE, CHAIRMAN. 
To Captain John Ross, Royal Navy. 

The above correspondence reqUIres no comment, as they must 

fully cotyey to the public the feelings of both parties. I hav,' 

now to introduce the two following letters, which were originally 

intended to precede the narrative, but which were .omitted for 

J'f'.a .fiions alreatlv mentioned . 

SIR, 

Victory Discovery 8hip, Union Dock, 

London, MaTch 'la, ~829. 

I refluest y"u will have' the goodness to submit to the 

Lords (;ommissimiers of the Admiralty, . that I am atwut tr, 

Ilndertak" a voyage of discovery at the entire cost of myselc" and 

others, and in ~vellt of complete success in the discovery of a north

west nas,.age, all(\ subsequel,tLy falling ,in with his Majesty's·ship,. 

.. f war, or 1I,ose belonging to foreign nations, it may be proper 

all'\ IICL't"-"lrY tbat I should 'have 0" board . aLument to prove. 

that Illy vessel is navigated, and my expedition undeliaken with 

the "pprubation and ,,',,od wishes of the Lords Commissione ... 
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of the Admiralty, and feeling assured of t.heir Lordship" 

encouragement and protection. 

have the lIOn our to remain, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

JOHN ROSS, CAPT. U.N. 
To the Right Hon . J, W. Croker, &c. &c. &c . 

Answer. 
Admiralty Office, March 23, 1f~2 !) . 

SIR, 

Having laid before my Lords COlnmissioners of th" 
• • 

Aumiralty your letter of this day's date, stating that you are aho .. t 

to undertake a voyage of discovery at the entire cost of yonrsdf 

and others, tllId in the event of complete sneeess in the discovery of 

II north-west passage, alld subseqnently falling ill with his Majesty's 

ships of war or others belonging to foreign states, it would 10,· 

desirable that you should possess a docliment to prove that yu .. r 

vessel is navi,!,'1lted, and your expeditivn undertaken, with tilt' 

approbation and good wishes of. their , Lordships, I haw it ill 

command to e_{lress their Lordship:s approbation arid good wish." 
, . . 

relative t.o the expedition ill questioo, and also their uutllOrity ,to 

vou to state the same. 

. To·.' C~ptitin ':'ItDl'''ltN. '.' 
V-, p_"" SfU~. 'o.ioo ' D., 

I alii, Sir, 

Your obedient sermnt, 

J. W. CROKER.. 
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The next article, which I trust will be read with interest, is an 

additional Sketch of the Esquimaux, whom we discovered in 

Boothia l~eJix, and whom we named Boothians. :qrs is given as 

all illtrodllction to the biography of the most remarkable, whose 

portrait, are given to represent both their colour, features, and 

C08tUlll6, and, I may add, of the inhabitant. of the most remote 

cOrller of the globe: added to which are a vocabulary and dialogues 

ill the Esquimaux, Dallisl., alU) English languages, carefaijy 

corrected by my friend, JUr. Kijer, according to the works <¥ 
Fabricius. The reports on Chronometers, which follow, will be 

. . . 
perused with attention by every practical navigator, as well as the 

rerort. on the various instruments which accompanied the expe

dition . 

My new theory of the Aurora is rt:8pectfully submitted to the 

public, a. the result of a long series of observations carefully made 

under very advantageou8 circumstances, in Scotland, as well a • 

• Iuring my late residence of fQur winters in the Arctic Regions, 

and have been read at tbe British Association in Dbblin . 

" The Natural Hi,tory has been compiled by Commander (now 

Captain) James Clark Ross, whose acquirement. in that branch of 

science are well known and acknowledged; and it will there be 

li",n" manifest that something has been dOl;e which Il\ust jpterest 
." " 

th~ naturalist. 
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I have preferred gIVIng my own observations on the Dinnl,,1 

Variation and Dip of the Magnetic Needle, to those of Commander 

Ross, understanding that his will appear elsewhere. The Geology 

i. somewhat defective, from the impossibility of hrinh';llg home 

specimens from the most interesting places; but the Meteo~ogical 

Tables, which have Ix>en kept according to the plan suggested by 

Cuptain Beaufort, ure submitted to the put>lic as the most complete 

of the kind ever published . 

The Surgeon's Report, and the Analyses of several Fluids, and 

the .te of the Provisions which we found, require no comment. 

These, with the Philosophical Observations, will be read with 

interest. . 

In the Tables of Latitude .nd Longitude of places on the newly

discovered coast, I have given in italics the names which the 

natives gave them, for which there was not room in the chart, and 
• 

which will effectually correct the discrepances and omission,. 

which have been noticed by the subscribers, 'but which was 

~ioned by my unavoidable absence, and by my not being in 

possession of Commander Ross's narrative until !ong after the chart 

was printed .and approved of by his Majesty; to whom it was 

submitted by Commander 'Ross and myself, on our arrival, with 
~ . 

110 "iz.e, ajJized. 

I ought also to observe that Sir Felix Booth, with whose 
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permission it was thus submitted, had, as I.he owner of the ship, 

the just and excIllsive right of giving names to every place. In 

justiL" 10 the crew, I llave ad, ... " II short Biographicnl Sketch of 

~ltd , : !I ud I hnve concluded this work lJy giving II List of my 

)!"t'" er\J41s S"llscrilJers, with my lDost grateful thauks. 



I 

SKETCH 

Ol,' TlIE 

ESQUlMAUX FOUND IN TilE TEItRITORY OF 
BOOTHIA l?ELlX. 

As it has appeared to many of my readers, that the account I 

have given of the natives of Boothia in the Narrative of Illy Voyage 

was more Jimib,tl than it oughl, or would have been, had circum

stances permitte,l- and that correct portraits ,lisplaying their 

features and dress-which I coultl not afliml to give at greater 

length in the narrative would be acceptable in this portion of 

the work, I have commenced it, in the first place with a general 

sketch, lind secondly with the individual description "lid history 

to accompany and explain each of the ,Irawings. 

I need not dwell luo<:h 011 their manners and customs, nor 

enter into any great details respecting their arts and inven

tions; since I could add little to what is already well known, 

and need not repeat what can be found in many books. As to 

their personal appearance, including, with their stature, forms, 
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and physiognomy, tbeir dresses, it so accurately resembles tbat 

of the other tribes of Esquimaux so "ften deserihed, that I IIIRy 

almost pass it over, wllile referring to the 41iOerent plates in this 

volume, and their accOl'lIpallyill~ exp lanations. 

I hod abundant reason, in the first. )lIsee, to believe: that til e 

natives of til is !'pot., uniting witll th ese a ft!w with whom we had 

but. a teillporary alld slc lHler COlllllllwicatiuH, were cntirdy UIIUC

quai nleti with Eurol'ealls: whil e the lI earest approach to allY 

kllowlt'ug:c oftllClll was, tn have cOIl\'erseu with sOllie one who had 

conversed with a third person who had seen thtlD at Igloolik, and, 
pos ..... iltly. else\,,·IJere. Nor was this cOlltradictcc.l oy their possc!o!sio ll 

.. fa lew European knives .. Of these, they Ilad indeed but tl"·,,e: 

1101' did tllO~e on whieh the llIalH:r's murk coulJ lIe traced, permit 

our bdieving that they hatllleen ohtained from Sir l~dw"nll'arry. 

rn reality, they admitted tilelllSelves to have possessed those lor 

a II \Ier)' loug tim~.H while ullable 10 €xplnill wll cnce th ey had 

heen obtained; so that 110 conclusions of aliY ki.lHJ cOllld oe llruwu 

from this CiJ"cuIIIstallce. 

Th", ignorant of ci.ilized society, they were eq ually unac

quainteu with tile warlike trihe!ot vI' America i whether those of 

thei r own rac~ , or the races whieh are iuclutlcd under the general 

lerm r ndians. The peculiar insuilltioll of the tract to which they 

confine tll t'lUsd ves, is lIot only til e cause of thi s. but is likely to 

"perate I,encelorward, without. int erruption . While that tract i, 

sufficient to give room for tlJt~ ir slimmer and winter migration~, 

it suppli .. all their wants, Rntl therefore leaves them no tempta

ti"" to wander eastward, where they might possibly bereafter 
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eome into contact with Europeans: while the nature of the 

country 8urronnding the isthmus which divides them from the 

larger rnn .. of the continent of America, together with that of 

the country which mnst he traversed to reach this, as effectually 

precludes the Vlsit50 of the Indians and the western Esqu·imaux. 

as it eheeliS any desire on dleir parts to roam beyolld their 

present limits. 

Excepting. therefore, the people whom I found in 1818, and 

whom 1 tel'lned Arctic Highlanders, the lIatives of this spot form 

the nnrrolVest and most insulated tribe of men that has yet been 

rliscol'eretl hy navi.~otors: a far:t which gives interest to whatever 

their choraeters may present. Here, if any where, we ought 

therefore to find how the hnman milld is developed under the 

narrowest ellucation, in what manner t.he " light of nature'·' as it 

is termed, operates on the moral character ancl conduct, and how 

far human reason can pro~e~d, under the smallest possible 

quantity of materials to act on, and nnfler a very narrow rang-to 

of application. If also there are peculiarities of character, 

whether for good or evil, the moralist 'I1nd metaphyoidan may 

here speclllate on what belong'S to the original mental cOllstit.lltion 

of these people, and what i. derived from their narrow and 

limited inter.ronrse with . their own species, in a society so 

restricted in nllmbers. and so incllpable of changing cllstoms or 

alterin~ habits, where there is nothing beyond themselves to see, 

and no olle to imitate. 

Whatever species of pnrity this may imply, the vices whi"h 

they p·o.leSS must, like their virtues, be those that originate 

02 



4 SKETCH OF THE nOOTHUNS . 

among thenlselves : the natural produce of the human passio"R, 

Rcting' where there is no control from religion, frolll ·the belief 

of an omnipotent Creator and Governor; and where checked , 

subject to 1I0ne but those checks which the mutual convellienct 

of the ,o"iety renders necessAry . It is at least certain that tbey 

had never possessed the opportunity of acquiring the "ices of 

civilization when we first kn ew th em ; but I cannot confidently 

affirm that they learned no evil from us . 

If the fondness of the Esquiman", race f .. r their chilOren has 

b~en noted by those who have precedpd u. ill' these re~io"s, it i. 

a portion of their character which has been amply cOII.firmed hy 

nur own oiJservations on the present tribe . 1'he testimonies of 

this never fail ed ; lIor conld they be flaltered and gratified rnor~ 

than by the attentions and co re .. es hestowed by liS 0 11 their 

ollspring. It "qually conforms prior observations to say, that 

we never saw any cha!oitisement administered. nor ever witn~ssetl 

e\'e ll harsh Innglla~e to them; while. in re turn, the chilrlren aft' 

affectionate, attacl .. d, and obedi ent. To say more on fhi, 

sll~ject would ind"ed be hilt to repeat what has 'nlrendy beell 

noticed h}" Captai n l .. you, ill many in stances, in hi~ acconnt of 

other tribes . 

But there was Olle material point in which I lIlu.t differ froOl 

my predecessors : though inileed I cannot call this differing, .. nee 

each of us can but note what he has seen. It only tollows, that 

from some ca nse , which ne ithe.r T, nor they, t ims'gine. can a~!ilill'n, 

tit " people of this district ditfer in a very mate rial point of 

character from tho.e with whom they were so well acquainted ; . •• 
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the superiority, in a very high degree, lies with those whose 

feelings and practices we bad occasion to study. The facts, on 

both sides, were noted; and though I should not make the 

deductions myself, they conld be made by any reader. 

It cannot he forgotten, by those who have interested them

selves in the history of the people of Igloolik, that the aged 

parent was neglected, and that the helpless or widowed females 

in particular, were not simply suffered to starve, btlt rohbed of 

their little property. 'Ye had not the means of stndying a very 

numerous tribe, and, of conrse, many facts could not have comf.~ 

under ollr notice; but, such liS they were, they conld not have 

beell exeeptions, since they seemed consistent with the whole 

feelings and course of the community, and may, therefore, be 

safely taken as instances of general character and practice. Not 

to name mere instances, we found the aged IlJiktu drawn 011 

" sledge by hi. companions, when the old man above alluded t .. 

was slI/fered to walk as he Lest could; as was equally tI,e case 

with Tnlllluhiu, whom we slIpplied with a wooden leg tn 

replace his loss. If the ancient wife of the former WU:' 8S wdl 

clothed and fed as any of the rest of the trihe, it was 1110 ... • 

remarkable to find two old and destitute females in the ,arne 

good cond.tion, and a.. well taken care of in every manner a, if 

they were still of u"". 

If this feature of their character removes from these peopl~ 

that ,charge of most disgusting .,elfishnes. and inhumanity which 

res .. ,with so ·much justice on those of Igloolik, according to the 

publi.he4 llOOOonts, I need but notice, that tllere exists here the 
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same cu.tom of adoption as in that tribe, with t.he same conse

'lueuces and praetiees, Oil both sides. If there was aught of 

difference, in any re,li;pect, it did Hot falJ under ollr cogni7..ance. 

I do 1I0t Imow that there were any differences between the 

,tate "fthe cOlln\luial relations and practices in this place and at 

Tgloolik, or wherever else these have been remarked; while 

there lla .• heen a little obscurity in some of the accounts of this 

~tll~iect. ,It is my bnsiness. at any rate, to relate what came to 

nllr knowled~e. 

A stale of celihacy i. unk nown: the mere supposition of sllch 

a cOlldilion is treated as a chimera, nor did they know lJOw to 

believe that any of liS could ue without wives. Ever1 woman 

ther.fore finds a husballd, as every man procnres a wife: but, 

"ftell, iuevilauly, under a system of polygamy; since tbe sexes 

cannot always be equal in numbers. The rule also appears to 

be, if it be not rather a natural arrangement than a law, that the 

"' .. sl expert hnnters oul.aill the superfluous WOlllen, as best able 

(" maintain them; though we did not know of any instance of 

a man po~sessin~; more than two wives; of which the first, or 

eltle~t. is the senior in cOlIJmand and respect. In the ~me way, 

it is the ~trong·est I)r Inost useful woman who most readily obtains 

a second lIusband: while, under eithe.· mode of this polygamy, 

or, possillly, only big-amy, the most perfect harmony seems 

always to subsist alllong tI.e partie8. If, never witnessing any 

angry word between hllsband and wife, and seeing each for ever 

treating the "tI.er with indulgence and frankne .. , we were 

willing to conclude that these people /" .. 1 attained thatperfectiIW 
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of domestic hoppiness which is so rarely liJllnd any where, it is 

a conclusion, I fear, thot rellection would not justify. and thaI 

a more intimate experience perhaps would not have confirmell. 

The lorm. of matrimony seemed here not to diller from what 

has been observed ill other tril>es of the ES'luimaux, exceptin); 

that the young feutale must make 'Ier l'hoice as suon as she is 

marriageable-out, the contract , SLlch as it is, is settled bet.\Ve~n 

the parellts jin their children, and often at a very early age: the 

time of marriage seems tu be:' about the uge of fifteen; anti th ere 

is no other form but that of the female goiug to the hut of her 

destined hushand . 

I believe that the pra'.tice of repudiation and change, whether 

orhLlsbands or wives, ha" been found in all the £squimaLlx wh" 

have come under the notice of navigators. 11e that as it lIIay, it 
is the custom in this tlistrict, though jt was not easy to trace the 

extent to which it IS carried. How far it may tlepe"d on sati"ly 

or uisagreeUlt'.nt, we COIIJtJ Jlot t.Iisr.over, or 01) the desire uf 

change, or on IllOre improper feelings, on eitllt!f side: but whel'e 

the morals and the feelings are both so extremely lax on tl'is 

~nhject as we foulld tbelll, it would be an idle and si lly delt-nce ur 

this or any other mode of the savage condition, to suppose that 

vice. or what at least we must consider ,,,ch, was a frequent 

source of this practice . It has been the custOlU, un olle sid e, to 

overrate th~ virtues of savage nations, and, on the other, tu 

exnggerate their,vices. These things must be left to the novelist . 

and ·to the navigator who desi"es to emnlate him. for the sake of 

producing 'an effect; to the talse philanthropist and tbe lover of 
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paradox; and to him whose temper may have heeu ooured by 

sllch collision, or who may have commenced with a prejudice 

.listorting all that he saw. Bnt the passions of our nature will 

strive to break forth, . under all the restraints that society and 

religion can illlpose; aud how should they not actually reign" 

where there is ueitller to check their operation, where there is 

lIothing to say, This is wrong; still more, where there is no 

iuconveniellce contemplated, to balance that which is gratifying, 

alld may also be convenient? 

But if there is no vice where there are nn religion and no 

moral law to say, This is disobedience to God, and where custom 

and admission say that no injury is committed against our fellow

creatures, then is there also no vice in that want of chastity which 

is as remarkable here as it has been found among all the scat

tered tribes of the Esqllimaux on the Amel'ican shol'es. \1'110 is 

there among the moral ists to settle this question? Be it deter

luilled as it may, that (I moral sense" 011 this subject, which is so 

generally diffused, is here deficient; since it is grossly unjust to 

attribute to selfishness alone, the respect entertained for chastity 

in the femsle sex; in whatever manner the value of this in tbe 

other i. jutlg«d of. The Esqnimaux of Igloolik, at least, are 

proved to be in the last degree selfish: yet the vi"tue in question 

is held, hy them, in no repute. 

We at least must speak as we, under civilization, feel, The 

eonduet of the present people, as of all the rest of thi.race, i. not 

more pure than that of the brute beasts: it i. far Ie •• 80 than that 

of the pairing animals. But I need II0t dwell on a di'gus"&!' 
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and impmper subject-: it has been told once; and it mllst suffice 

that it has been once told. 

If I have -already noticed the custom of adoption, I need not 

dwell on it : the reasons are the expected services frOlD the 

subsidiary child: and the new attachment, on both sides, is equal 

to that between the natural parent and progeny_ Thus also it is, 

tbat the widow with children, most especially if those are boys, 

becoUl~s a prize, be her age what it may compared -to that of 

the suitor; since these become equally the property of the -

husband and bound to ~upport hoth. 

Respecting their treatment of dead relations, or of the dead ill 

general, we had a good opportunity of judging ; as two deaths 

occurred within our experience. lllictu, the old man , was long 

left ill the hut wbere he died, and would have heen devoured 

by foxes and bears, had we not interred his remains. The 

incision found in his abdomen was unq1le~tjol)ably made after 

death : but we never learned its purpose, and could not. conjecture 

whether it was a superstitious practice. 'J'h~ boy wh" had 

been killed by a stone was not found, and we were ignorant 

what became of him. But ,as we observed mallY graves in <lit:' 

ferellt places, it is evident tbat those who furmerly inhabited 

this countrY <:onformed, in this, to those of other tribes. On his 

death, there was an appearance of milch despair, ending in anger 

directed toward 118: but we had reason to understand that their 

lamentations for death, though severe" were soon over, Iloreould 

we ,hear-of any ceremonies used on this occasion or on that of a 

f...e.,.J. ,-'.1, 
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'fhat the,e people nre a, egregionsly conceited as all other 

.~avage tribes, can be no matter of surprise, when it. is tilt> 

ehnmcter, nnt of nations alone, hut of illdi\'idual~, to he conceited 

in propnrtion to their ignoranre . The land whicl. they inllubit 

was. of conr.,;e, t.he hest (If all possible Innd!ol; alld it was equally 

lIlatter of COlll'se. that those who had been Imrn at one spot 

should extol its .o;;upe riority over evpry other ill the same distriet.. 

Hnt this is the attaehment. to home: it is what 110 sonnd mor-ali!'t 

.... hould blnme, notwitlistallding- its occasional inconvenitnres. 

political or ot.herwise; sillce it is that !mUl'(!t! f)f happiness , IIHI 

~ontentment which ha~ het'Tl beneficently given to nil mallkilld, 

in whatever ,I;jitnatioll necessity or expediency has I'lac"d tllf ~ lJI, 

" ' e were quite cont.ent, onrstl\'e~, that they should pl'dt:1' 

a (!overin~ of !'Ono\\' to th e .!:reen filee of natllre, and ~llOlIlcI 
L , ,_ 

make thern .. lves happy with IJh,bber, oil, und sl",'p; IIor illdee,1 

wntlld it he ca. . .;;y to ui!i<pllte mo . .;;t of tho~f! poillts with them, 

when tl!fly conld tra,'el ea~ier than Wt' .. could house t.hemselves 

with a hnndredth part 01 the lah,,"r, conlel 611d deli!;hts where 

we experienced only sntfering' , could OIlt.UO IJS in killing the 

~~al , conld regale 0)) abundant foo:~1 where we ~IJOuhl starve 

hCCHlIse we r;Ollld not endure it, and found ours as nanseous to 

them as theirs was to us. 

That they have never known war, it i, perhaps super6nous to 

,I:ok , hilt it WR' interesting to discover in what light they consi-

111~ l'ecl the crime of mnrder, to which some punishment has been 

:O";(!lIed by Hery people, in whatever condition. We could only. 

howf'vcr, hear of olle instance on record i where, in n quarrel 
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ahout the division 01' a reilldeer, one of the disputant. had stnbhed 

tlte other. What we eould lIuderstolld wa~, thot the murderer's 

PHlli!'hllwnt consi~ted in ht:ing bani.d,e(J to perpetual sulitu,jp, 01' 

shunlled hy every illdividual of the tribe ; illsomuch tlIRt even 

his sig"ht. was a\'oiued hy thuse whu lIlip.-ht inadvt rtently meet: 

him. lVhen asked why hi!Oi life was not takell in return, it was 

"eplied that this would ue tu make tl, emselvcs e'l',ally bad, that 

tlle loss of his life ""'''Ild lIot I't:st.ure th e other ; a lld t.hat he wlto 

should commit s'I"h an net wo"ld be helt! equally guilty . 

To these arg1lments, I illlflg"jnt', no reply could ea-"ily he 

JIIade, wh ere t.h ere was no positiV@"' law to fl1lOte , witlJin the 

compass uf tllt~ ir nrHlerstanliin,!;,: hut it would lIot lJe ' en.;,;y to 

delly that they carried in them an air of rell ediull ond of 

hnmanity not unueserving of praist·. 

It could not he conjectlll'cd that any on" of the tribe possessed 

authority over the rest. that there was anyone in th e nature of 

a patriarch . where there WU)l 1\0 chief: If superior ag'e or falellls 

<:Dmmanded any respect, neither "I' these appeare.! to possess allY • • 

inflnence. 'l'here seemed not th e slightest approac lJ , eVCH to 

that insensible goverllment, Jwhich , g enerally , ill some l!laHllel', 

acts so as to unite a tribe in one common pursuit. or to cOlllhillt! 

them in a single society, so thot the conduct of the whole, ill their 

migrations and occupations, is similar and si,u"ltaneuus. Here, 

every family decamped and truvelled as its own views "I' caprices 

dictated;' all being as independent as they seemed, since each could 

sO<)o constrbct its own habitation without the aid of others, arlll 

proceed to procure Its own sustenance without the help of socidy . 
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TheselfisllOess of this race, as known til Sir Edward Parry, can

not be more strongly marked than he has done it in his descrip

tion of hi s interconrse with them. It ",1111 its of no dispu te : yet sncb 

was not the cI,ameter of the present tribe. I have already said 

that they I'oiv as mnch nttenlion to the aged and destitute a. 

eolll<l Imve b"cn done hy any civilized peopl e: alld we hacl 

opportullities of oh~ervillg , that ~C) fur from seddllg the exclusive 

gratification of their own hunger or appetite~ , (th e ever reatly 

and lIIost marked test of "nimal selfishness,) they were always 

ready to divide th eir provisionsJ even where they had 110t enough 

for th e next day, with 1hos,"who were in want. 

The striking and most l'rp"lsive want of grntitnde in those 

wIlli came unuer th~ cognizance of that ohsel'v(~ r, was certainly 

1I0t evinced hy ti,e present tribe. So far from this, our expe

rience led liS to assign them a character the very reverse : 

though the virtue of gratjtt1d~. if it he practically esteemed a 

virtue. as llI en rnay safi.·ly doubt, is not so very abounding or 

so milch .~u1tivate(t. evell under civilization and the lights 
• 

of rnora1.1;\ and religioll, as to }H1ve led to any great censnre 

of the.,. people had they Leen without it. If tho.. against 

whom the (:har~c of lll~ralitude has been, and with unques

tionable justice. hn,ught. fife wllat men ought not to be, 

there i. thut to he recollected, which, though not an exculpation, 

forms a solution of An imagined difficulty. which has possibly 

heen overlooked:, in civilized society, it is acknowledged and 

admitted that ingratitude is a vice: hut it i. a profitable or an 

advantageous one, and, while practised as such, it becomes 
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necessary to cllnceal or suppress, as far as that IS possible, the 

open and shameless display. The" children of natllre," as tbey 

arp., customarily, though very idly termed, go direct to the mark 

which oth~rs reach in a more cir('uitoIJs and hidden manner : 

there is no check, from opinion, or usage , or morality: it i~ 

a convenient or profitahle usage, and the shortest road to tl", 

desired end is taken. Where the extreme of self-love j,mns the 

basis of 11 character, whether it he that of " whole tribe at 

Igloolik, or of an individllal in England, ingratitude become, 

an ati-air of course: it is a portion of the same virtue, wh~r~ 

it is the <:nstom to consiuer selfishness as the lIIost needful 

of tJlOse, and titus, under such a code of brute morality, thf' 

DlOst laudable. 

Be the fact as it may. however, as far as these general vlew~ 

are concerned, we must have been egregiously deceived, or, 

,)ossibly, have contr-ihuteu to our own deceptioll, if the tribe (If 

our acquaintance, lJere, did not display as much gratitudf! a~' 
could have been expected any where, if they did nut impress u, 

with the conviction that this formed a portion of a daaractf!r 

which appeared in general .. so amiable, or, at th~ very I~ast, iW 

unexceptionahle. 

11 is not ,ooly, that, far exceeding the usual short and dry form 

of thanks, so general among this race, they seemed truly seusibl. 

of the favour, conferred; but the impression was toulld to reUlain . 

The. tbank. were renewed long after tbe services had been 

render!!<l, and when, according to the common course of things, 

.tbesa .bollid have ; been forgotten; . while they were on.n 
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a"colllpanied by" li'ee gift of some kind. Jt. is hilt "part of tht 

same charact.er, that they were evel' ready to confeliis a f:tult, and to 

,wike reparation . as tbey bt~ ... t conl<l, eitlwr by apology, or restorn

tioll, l.rsHvif :es: wllile ('V(:r ~ !CUljug uneasy till tiu:y wen~ forgiven 

aJl(I restort.1.J tv f~tvnlll'. 

I IIl<1y illdul~'e ill rdatillg orw petty Jlistory, by which tllis part 

of theil' dntraett'1' will be h~tter illustrated 1.11,111 hy any gen~ral 

statemellts, awl I Inl\'c nn ri.~ht to ~ollsitlcr it the exception. rather 

Ihan tlll' rule, ''''here 110 similar opportnnit.y otfered; since it seemed 

10 Ut~ cOllsistent with their general claaract.H; and in ot.her point!'; 

tllan this. 

It h,,,1 heen setlled, early in the 'prong, that O"hlooria ami 

Awack , tilt· SOli and HI 'phew of lIunallik, sltoliid pJ'ovide them

.... eh'{'!" wilh a slCilge, dogs, and provisions, and accompallY COIII

mamler lloss, wllO was to fnrllish his OWII NlIpplit~s awl earriage, 

alld to proCt~f)U to Nf~ i(I'hillf;'t"" uhont tiny miles on: IIHder their 

. . !!uioatH:e. They aceordin.u:ly eamt!, at the appointed time, which 

\"nts tixed by eOllnt.iltg on tilt-' titlg"l:r!'l, Ulltl hy drawing Oil the snow 

tllt~ appeanUH:~ whidl tlH~ lIIonH ,,,"onld t.lH~ lI present; the stipulated 

(junt.a. of provisioHS bt'ill.t!· for five days. 

On arriving, however, f"hey fuund tlnlt four families, including 

... ollle rl'latiolls, were hutted i1f-!ar the ship, and lind heen unsuccessful 

in their hUlltiug; 011 wi lid I tllt.'y 1Il1pac1wc.l their sledgl~s, and gave 

lip so Illuch of thei .. stores as oilly to leave themsel"es enough for 

1\\-I.II"ys. This was barely sufficient to carry them 011 to Neitchillee, 

yd lIut eno\l~h to nwintaill them during their return; but they had 

""p"etl'd to find a deposit offish at that place. Unluckily, a stonn 
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of snow detained tlw whole party; and, in the ""lelilateli tim., tilt' 

pl"ovi!o'ions of the guiucs were exliaustp.II. The needful Rllpply was 

therefore given them f1'om our own stores, whieh tlH'y promised hi 

replace on their arrival at Neitehillee. 

Here, however, whell they a.t length arrivI~I, tllt'ir dt'pnsits t:onld 

lIot be fonnd, from the mass of !ilnow hy which they '{Iml hct:1I 

overwheJmoo; in cOIlsI'qllellc('! of Wllidl they wer~ agaill ~lIrpli( ~d 

with food enough to t'nablt: them to return to the ship. Ifl!re th(~y 

related ull that had been dont~ ~)r them. with tile ~trollf.!.'est I~ xl'rf-'s

:-;ions of gratitude; adding tlmt tiJeir parents wuuld come alul thalli, 

ConnnaIHlel' Hm~s, when lie returtl(~J, fol' the I ... illdncss wllidl f,, · 

had shown. This was done on tlif: next day. by 0111' fllrnishiHg' tlu ' 

means of fllat journey after we hall aceollJlllfxlated tll~1I1 (Ill IJI'ilI'(1 

J('U' the night.; when the fathel' anJ mother arriv~d with a pres(~lIt of 

!'oieal-~Kill:-; of the lK!st quality, and an ntrel' 10 JIIake tll l'lII np intll 

tile waf(~r-pl'onf hoof:.; for which tllf~y were ilitclI(ifx l: wlailt· tJIt'~: 

sl,(~IIH'!(1 ex ceedillgly pl{'asl~ (l tlli.lt \\'t~ ilc(,f'I'f.t:d tltem witJlo1lt nft('l'ill,~ 

any remuneration. In a few days tht~y l't'turn l~d wit.1! til{: milHII

filctured articles; nor Jid tllt~jr p:ratitudt! clld eV('1l tJlt! lI , "ijlll'(' if 

was often expressed afterwards, and, eveu at the dist.allee of Jillll' 

months, with a promise of n similar pair wlJ(~n the ship shnuld 

arrive at Neitchillee . 

lftbe E,«]uimaux race has often been note.l j(lr daeertiJlness alUl 

good temper, we fOllnd that confirmed here. Under the lut!<-r 

(IUality, if kind in their dome~ti~ relations, us I fUrmf!rly noticed , ... " 

were they to their dogs; unlikt! (0 many of their fraternity, wh" 

bare been noticed for their iII-(reatment of these ,,, .. ful animals. 
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That these dogs were in bad training, was a natural consequenCf'. 

Their cheerfulness was often vivacity, so that we might {,on !rider 

them a lighthearted people ; find they .eemed to poosess great 

t:Ommand of temper. The ollly show of resentment for what "''''' 

thought. an (dfence, was sil en(~e, after wllieh they commonly left us 

and rdnrnefl to their llOrnes. 

The thievish propensities of savage nations arc familiar: there is 

not a voyagt·r's narrative whi ch does not dwell on them; ancl sudl 

~xcns(>s 01' defences have been mad~ as these narrators could best 

f...'Ontriw". I need not l't'peat tIlt! satiric~l defence which a~ks~ what 

civilizt'.d l~uropeans;, nnder eqnal temptations, anti no l'E'stnlillts from 

divine or human laws, would act in a different mauner. It seems 

a very simple question after all. Here, at least, whutever it llIay 

he elsewlwrf', there i~ no writtt'n divine law against theft, nor does 

there appear to I~ any moral sen~e which says that i( is, abstracf

t~ny, and 1Iuiversally, wrong. Human laws there are none; and 

tllt~n' call therefore be no check but that of the ineonvenience: as 

some modern pedants writt" they are governed by the principle of 

utility . nut while there is mnch convenience ill ae'luiring the 

coveb'o property, t.h(!re is no counterbalancillg evil: the society 

silfteTs lIotiJi'lfL while many or aU may gain. 1'he case of a wreck 

on ollr own shores is not e~sentiRlly different: thf~ resemblance to 

all {'IIemy's tOWII suL!jeeted to plunder is still more perfect. The 

thefts of savages are a warfare on property which seems placed in 

their po,~er ; it has been open warfilre and bloodshed whenever 

they have .Iared; and when too feeble, it is sueh plunder as is 

nttai.mhle, without hazard, and by whatever ' dexterity. That 



SKETCH OF THE BOOTIIIAN •. 17 

such is the principle by which they are guided in this case of t.heft, 

!lOOms indeed fully proved by the fact that they do not rob each 

other; the evil in such a case wouhl be felt and remedied . 

The rea!Oi(~,"ing. of these EsquimauxJ however, seemed of a different 

nature, and of a more" liberal" character: it has often beeu used 

in far other lands, and has been considerahly acceptahle to the 

multitude, before the days of \Vat Tyler and sillc",,; as it is a n,le 

of a"lion for him who pilfers a book from a library or a rare shell 

from a cabinet. Not only are the sea and ti,e land, with the animals 

which they bear, tI,e common property of those who want them, 

but the same is true of every thing which can be fiJlJlld on the face 

of the earth. It is the want alone, therefore, with the power of 

IIsing, which constitutes the right to possession: bllt it is a corollary 

frolll the general argument, which might not be so al'ceptable to 

thllse who use it amollg ourselves, und .. which they restore the 

stolen article when they find the original owner to be in want 

of it. 

In this manner did they practically conduct themselves toward 

us. No secret was made of the theft among them..,lve., so that the 

kno.wledge soon came to the owner, to whom tile stolen article WbS 

returned on demanding it. Nor were the accusation, and tile term 

thief, more than .. matter of merriment : though after we had taken 

KOUIe trouble to explain to them that to steal was "!Jad," very few 

instances .of a similar nature occurred. In one case, tile I,"sband. 

aware,ofhis wife'~ropensities, always brought back what she had 

taken 8I1,'ay . 

. The extremely el{vioQII .dispooition of some of the Esqllimallx has 

o 
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been noticed, among tbeir other mults. I must not iJfI quim sure 

that we were not inclined to see every thing here in ·'the moot 

favourable light: but while admitting that every man wished · to 

possess, by purchase, whatever hi. neighbour bad obtained, we did 

not obs",rve any workings of that bad pa .. ion in this desire. 

We did not observe any propensity to falsehood, or dispo,ition 

to deceive; and, on every occasion, there seemed a desire to com

municate all the information in their power, while, as far as We 

examined, this also proved correct. It was on the same principle, 

that we could alway. IMist their promises; there was the" point of 

hononr" engaged; and on the only occasion on which they broh 

one, in not keeping an 81'pointment as guides, they IOllg .tter 
• 

accllsed them!lldves of " being very bad n for not giviflg notic~; 

though, to 'have done so, would hav(' been to lose a day of their 

hunting when they were without provisions. 

Such is ti,e little we could discover or infer respecting the moml 

character of these people. It ought not to he ail unexpected one, 

considering the mild dispositions of this race in general, "and the 

circllulStances in which they are placed in tbis narrow conlmunity 

and district. .May I not say that it is a good one, and that tile man 

of th,,,,e lands may be considtred a "virtuous savage '?" M.ay ' I .Uk 
where are the c;>ilized communities in whicb there i. a more 

favourable balance of the vices and virtues ?8iuce it is thns,' and 

not by ihe varied Dction of either, that tbi. question must hejudged. 

TI,i, at least I may say, that the all-ww,' altd4>eneticent Creator 

has not neglected this race, and that in giving them 'tbe'mean" of 

animal happiness ' united to ,the desires whieh prefer those meaDi' to 
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all. othllrs. I;e hIlS also, in his own way, . instilled into tbem such 

principllls ·as . tend to preserve tbeir moral happiness and order: 

wb,le it is .1'Iot for man to . say in what manner he will hel'eafter 

judge those. who have obeyed the impnlses to gooll, and those who 

have indulged the propensities to evil. . 

But, .of Him, they have no knowledge: in this they resemble all 

tlleir unoonverted bretbren of the same great tribe; while I need 

not repeat tbe remarks so often made on this subject. Like others, 

we found nothing thut evell approximated to this wide-sprmd piece 

of knowledge; and could olily conclude that their opillions respect

inga future state coincided with those which prevail .among ti,e 

FBquima\lx at large. If they .were iullueneed by any superstitions 

which have a reference to a Providence or a future lile, we did not 

disr.overthem : and though possessing an angekok, like all the others, 

he did Dot seem to be treated with much· deference or any respect. 

. W;. di8<;Onred .in th_ a strong propensity to imitation and to 

mimicry: . a property. which they "onverted to immediate use, in 

learning tA) feed themselves in the same mauner as we .lid, and wit.h 

the aame·, utensils; and, nnder which also they "ometimes amused 

,themoelve~ . in. aping . our g .. it and mallDers: above all, ill tbe 

EngliBbl; custQln , ~· .utlelessLy walking up ami down IInder the 

nQtiol\ of -.r<Jise.k8 practice which. they could as little com pre-

1J~ .a,s. the QrienllU., .t~ ,wbom it is Sjl often a subject of wonder. 

l\fJl"' 'o Prill''ip~ ,~. all!!" to .. drawing, in which, .even w.itll 

. onr pent1iI8, they··were speedily profici<;lIts; while further rendering 

... ~ ~1;.;v~ .use(9i tA) us, in delineating the geography of the 

~ ; , ,~ba,.~, ·to~. eqlllllly .,cQwmoo; . io thllother tribes of . 
D2 
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tbe.., people. All their geographical knowledge seemed -very 

accurate-; and, to -every rivcr, hill, bay, or lake, there 'was a ·name': 

while it _med to give them great pleasure to-be able to com

municate this information. 

Notwithstanding the vanity which made them , prefer whatever 

was there OWU, despising, or affecting to despise, even our guns; ill 

comparisoll with their own weapons, they were very desirous to know 

the name and """ of every thing; nor load we any difficulty in 

making them compreheud the latter, ill spite of our ignorance of 

tbeir language. I must, in reality, consider them as an ' acnte

minded people, who would be ready, after a little while, to reeeiv" 

illstruction, and probably to adopt some inventions, and custom~ 

also, us fin as these could be admissible"under the circumstauees in 

wbich they are placed. 

Of their iutellectual faculties, beyond tbese points, it is difficult 

to form any judgment, so limited is the scope f<,.. the exertion of 

tbose; nor CUll I refer to aught more thall their dexterity ill 

hunting, and t.he practice of those n""fnl arts -wllich T .hllll 

immediately DotiL". But they are all energetic and active people; 

and though given to f,"'eat excess in eating,: Iike ,a11 others of their 

ract, never appearing to give way to pure indolence,even 'when 

w~1I led. On the contrary, ' they seemed always busied in SOIn.,.. 

thing, even when at home: as oome of tL, were, inclined to think 

th"t mucb of tbeir eating arose rather from the n..,...sity"of . doing 

,omethillg than from appetite. , 

In procuring their food, they seemed also more provideAt 'Imd ' 

sy.tenu.tic than the ·Eequimaux have generally been AMmd. · 
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Nothing .cal}. be more regular and orderly than their migmtion. 

frQlIl one place to another, in pursuit of the different kinds of 

g&II¥I: while tbeir sysrem· of storing up provisions, and oil ·fur 

fuel, in difterent places, to meet future wllnt., seemed os perfect 

"" pOllSibie. These ar., prepared in advance, at tb. several stations 

where the musk ox, the reindeer, and tbe seal are to be hunted; 

and thus they call undertake their furthest mil, .... alions with the 

most 'perfect security. 

No on.. expects to hear that. they are a more cleanly people 

than their frarernity elsewhere, and I need lIot repeat the di __ 

gusting details. Man is permitted to be more dirty than the 

beasts, and he is certainly not slow in taking advantage of this 

privilege · wherever he dares. But, here there i. really some 

excuse, and the people were not nnwilling to be clean. They 

cannot well avoid contamination from the oil which they · Use 

a.' food ond fuel; as, in .a .confined hut, where every thingmu .• t 

be dried at ·the flame of the lamp, t.hp. effects of smoke are equally 

ine.vitable. ·But the excuse, above all, is tbe want of warer: ' and 

it .has been resorted to as an eXCuse for similar neglect where it 

is not the rare and expensive article which it is here. . The ex-· 

pendituNof....,1 required to thaw what they drinki. very great, 

aa .the qu~ty . of ~r which tbey thus CODsume i. enonnous; 

Y<!I"y ' ot\enAhey CBnnot ,p"<lCUre ·enougb, or suffer l!everely from 

thint·, should,thei, ·oil be · expended: so that we need not · II<' 

... rprillt'd if they do not wash them""l_ in wint~r :.' while tire· 

~ fIl .... un,ontJl8 in every year, of life can 8OOrooly be broken 

"-'''' in ~ Ia'o. B;hort oues during wbipb.water can be prooured. 
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Vet they wash thei .. faces at leust, by using a piece , of wetted 

bear-skin as a towel; while they were well pleased to be put .inlo 

good order on board, evell to the act of combing and clIttin!;, their 

hair, amI the loss of their beards under the barber's hands. The 

hair of the men is inueed kept quite ' short, being an evident 

illlproveUl~J1t of their appearance us compared ~lth the 101.)g

haired tribes, as well as a decided peculiarity: it is the women alone 

who wear it long, and tied into two hundles, or long cues, hanging 

over the two shoulders. 

They seelll little addieted to ornaments, and were very indifferent 

to our beads; .it was on the children almost solely that these were 

placed: while their own consisting of fringes of skin, teeth, and 

other things, were similar to those which have uflen heen described. 

Their dresses being shown in plates and cJ~~.'i(~ribed in tile ex

planations, I may omit any notice of those, as of many other 

mattt'fs. As elsewhere, the outer dress is always taken off alld 

deared of sno,w on elltering tIle lalltli, alterillg tlu~jr nppearall<..'e in 

.,uch a lIlanller that lhey can senreely be reCognised. The snow 

sofas on which lhey sleep have no covering of branche_, as is 

CQIIIlJlon elsewl,ere ; the lirst layer is that of seal-skillS, above 

which arc deer-skins with the hair uppermost, being the sheet 

.. 1' bhUlket; wbile a similar skin forms the coverlet. In what 

lIIallner they sleep, I need . lIot repeat; and lhe beds are lIot 

cold, except ill very severe weather, though the te~perature 

of tl,e walls cannot be above the freezing point. The. lamp is 

t"er burning; since it is the fire for cooking when not required as 
light. 
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'Their snoiv huts have been so particularly described that it is su

perfluous to speak of them again: while I have ulso noticed thei!

nu'thod of proceeding with the construction ill the course of the 

preceding journal. I need only name what has not yet bern 

mentioned, namely, thei,' method of procuring the ice window, 

whicll, in this country, is not to be found on the surface of a pond. 

For this purpose, a seal-skin is laid on the snow, ~o manRE,"Cd' at 

the edges that it may eontuill two inehes of water in depth, pro

cured by thawing snow belore the lamp. This is immediately 

frozen into a transparent plate: and such, I presume, i. esteemed 

the value of the fuel used for this PIII'POse, that these windows an' 

always removed and carried with them in their mi.;,'Tations. It. 

is already 'eqoally known, that when the roofs of the snow hots 

begin to melt under the influence of the son, t.hey are removed, 

and a f~over~ng of skins substituted, as the snmmer tents consist of 

skins raised into a cODical form by means of a central pole, from 

which line~ are extended, and surrounded at the base by circles of 

stones. 

The walrus does not freqoent these straits, and whether it ,is that 

the whale is rare or not, we could not understand that they ever touk 

allY, aDd many had never seen one. The seal, the musk ox, the 

reindeer, die ,fox, and thellare, form their quadruped game: they 

kill bnt few grouse, which, being considered deJicacie., are reserved 

for the ",oinen 'and children; but their supplies of tish seeill to be 
, ' , 

yery con.iderable. This last is eaten raw, if often bolf dried: the 

'll~h ~f animals seems acceptahle in any way, bnt it is alway. 

cooked, if possible, apparently for the sake of the oil soup. 
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In. the method of taking these several animals, there is nothing 

which has not l>een often described. The reindeer are generally 

.hot by arrows, in the water, as is usual ebewhere; and, in' tbeir 

canoes, there is )lothing to notice, if I except their manner of 

ferrying the women and children, by stuffing tbe latter within the 

skin of the boat, and lJIaking the fonner Ii" flat behind her 

husband; in a rather dangerous position, when the least move

ment would npset the whole crew. 

Under the great scarcity of wood here, since very little is ever 

drifted on these shores, and in the want of the walrus and' the 

whole, they are almost limited to the use of the reindeer's lIOn, in 

the making of their spears and other weapons; but these so nearly 

r"""mble those noticed by Cralltz and others, that I need not 

de8Cribe them, unless indeed the fish-spear be not different from 

allY of which I hflve read. The shaft of this, seven or eight feet 

long, is made of wood, if that can be procured ; if not, of horn; 

and is furnished at the end with tllTee points, so as to resemble 

a trident, of which, the central one i. plain, and the two Oltler 

lJarbed, as may be seen by one of the plates. 

This want of materials compels them also to adopt a method of 

constructing their sledges, which dift'ers very materially from 

,,\I others hitherto described. A numl>er of sahnoll are packed 

(ol,,' .. ther illto a cylillder about seven feet long, and wrnpped 

"\' in the skillS taken from the canoes, which cease to be of 

lise when the frost is arrived. Jleing then well corded with 

thongs, two of these cylinders are presset! into the shape of 

the runners, and, having been left to freeze, are secured by cross 
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,bal'!! . made·;,Qf· the legs of the deer or ,musk ox, 80 ns to form 

tt,e bottom. of the . sledg~. This being done, the bottom of the 

.:r~ is covered with n~ixture of mossy earth and wIlter, which . .' 

.soon freeze.o, to the depth of two inches; after ,,:hich comes· the 

.!Inal process of plating the surface, thlll. it may run smoothly over 

the .• now. ·The operator -takes some water in his mouth, aod, 

. when somewhat mixed witb saliva, it i8 deposited on a hear"';n . . 
..,hich i. then rubbed over the runner, a. by a brush, !,'T8dually, 

.till a coating of half an incb thick i8 produL>OO, when the work 

Y'daiahed; the ice produced in tllis manner having an unusnal 

degree of tenacity, and being aha more slippery than the ordiDary 

material. . 
These carriages ' travellell,. mnch more lightly than our own, 

which were shod with iron; \lut as they cease to be of use as soon 

as the thermometer reac!!Fs tbe freelll'ng · point, they are taken to 

pieces; the fish beioSdilii.,· and tbe skins converted into balr", 

liihile tbe bones are r_r.ved fUr the dogo. . In the I,recedi,. 

jfMIl'llal I have noticed the sledges made of ice. , 

. In tbeir miserable siaging tIIi!t'e i. 'Bothing which hlUl notol1lefl 

'w.;~pe.J.; and this is ,equallytrue.oftbeirdaocea; or rather 

";~.eems iutendeilc,to .imitate the.iDetiouof a hear. 
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on acquaintin u of bi d m·. e had foor 

paid bim eat attention, and be lived to 

children. He left a widow about ten yea you g r 
If. On amining hi corp ) but t deep inci . 

w found in the abdom n evidently made Ion fter hi d 

and probablr to prove that he was really de d. The whole 0 

the p l1y left t rib re he 

tI Ion y, ) i gam I pi 

the party h d 
Y u to prevent i 
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oxen ere killed OD thi occasion, he d mOl1strated that he w very 

t4 nd of fre b f, and th t h could eat without in tiat 14 

one whole day. W found him on th fonowing year with hi 

father Dear Cape Lawrence, and very much improved. He had 

n ucce (ul in hunting both reind rand eal, and applied 

me with, kin and oil for fu 1 on the journey in which the Magnetk 

01 w~ discovered. 

Otoogiu i r presented with the magnifying I n w icb lie b 

stolen in one hand, and a knife mad of bon in th other. Illictu 

ha in one hand a rod made of reind· , horn, used for probing the 

d pth of th now, nd in the otb r fi h-h made of bone, 

which J purchased of him, and which now i in my p 

w';ben we met him at Padliak, on the following year" he uppJied 

u with about fift pounds of e cellent . n for w . eb be was 

well arded. On ing the urgeon witb a welled t he ran 

udd nly to him, blew in hi {ace, and hit h a pat on the fI 

which we uuder toOO aft rward , a cure for every comp] . t; 
and as the surgeon v ry 0011 got well fler that 

recovery was entir ly attributed to that charm. ' t t t 

b had u peDded to hi neck a mall phial nn"'YGllh 

which the had 

d of rdl , 
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THI8 native, both in feature and character, diffi r d con id rably 

from the re t; he measured five feet ight inch and fiv i hth , 

was of a robu t and healthy ppearanc; Iii 14 reh u app r d 
low r than it really was, from hi eyebrow' bein v ry rnu h 

arched; he wa the mo t ucce ful f all the hunt r , p' rtJ u]ar]y 

in killin bear, and he wa con tantly clad in bear-. kin. ll1i tu, 

before mentioned, w hi son by a fi t wife, which h had pr bably 

,!pared to friend. By his econd wrn, which w saw at Cap 

Lawr nee, be h two young children. Hi hut w aIm t ntir]y 

'overed with DOW at that time, b t b had a Jarg tor of aI-oil, 

reindeer fie h, and Imon, buried under the now, al 0 skin of 

every kind; and from him I bought a very large d r- kin, which 

nay during my fatiguing journey fr m Victoria harb nr 

to Fury acb, .and i now in po ion of ir ~ li Booth. H 

inior bI a (a woman who had club foot, and who 

by all on th t account) had n with him, 

only a few day befor with Tulo ah, h r' 

unana w on of tho ho gave us ma~y upplie, 

well tored with kniv , pear-head, h k, 

received in e chan e. On my retUl'n from 

.-.,· ..... 1 ii, pointing out the nam 

tations, which we p , aud 
, 

vall2OIl1 ClIlIM", nve 
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and kindly directed u to the best ro e to Ca I bella 

.Padliak. His wife Nangiak seldom came to the hip, and nev r 

without her hu band. A they were the mo t succe ful, they were 
n ver in want, nor w re they at all covetou or inclined to pilfer. ·Her · 

tature w four feet nine inches and one-eighth, her omplexio 

like that of her hu band, lighter than the other, nd her 

pearan healthy. She had two young children besid 

and the family ere alway thankful for what wa given 
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HIBLU 

(Owhee.j 

HIBLUNA wa remarkable for being the plain t-looking woman 

in the wbole tribe, and also for being the roo t li~ely; when a pre-

nt w made tf? her f any u efu) article, such as a tin pre rved 

m t case, her joy knew no bound. .A.bove, be i repr sent d in 

one of her ecstasies on receiving a woman' knife which he hold 

in her ri lit hand, and in b ) ft a bon knife, while he is jump

m p and exclaiming, Owhee 1 Owllee! by which name he wa 

n no n to th ailors. On this occasion, she had brought u 

a fine PIece of a mu k ° in a frozp.n te, and which w foun4 to 

be most e cellent food. he was one of OUl' d ily vi itor , havio 

with ber an infant wbich she used to produce quite n'lu~, even 

when the thermo eter 43° low zero of Fahrenheit. Her 

height w five feet three inches and quarter, was near forty 

years of , a d e tre ely dirty and badly clothed; her face wa 

broad, Ii r nose 1Ia , and the want of her fore teeth, added to her 

8I'J11De8rra1lCe; ber. busban4' name was KUDana (2d), and 

good huptour d 

which; 

more easy, the former. was only four 

2 
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~ et ten inch high. h had a] 0 )0 t ht! front teeth, and in 

habit and app arance w equally di gu ting. Her hu b nd' 

name wa Ootoonina, who bein a ill-looking as h r elf wa n 

exc 11 t match. They wer both our guide and companion 
during ()ur journey in 1831 acro the lake to th we tern s a. . 

h w also of a Ii ely dispo ition, and the sailors, who could ot 

pronounce her name, chri tened h r Nancy, to which he answered 
with perfect l' dine ; and was lik wi a favourite with the sailor .. . . 
Her hu band w a very succe ful fisherman, and they had alway 

plenty; but she eemed to be a very bad ho~ ke p r, and Was not 

o indu triou a the r t, and was never n tly dre or cI n. 

One of her children was at the breast, and the oth r Was about fiv 

y ar old, which in the summ r ran about naked. 
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A1;)ELIK. 

MANELLI! w 'the wife of ullungiak~ and ne of the pretti t 

of th ti male ; h r tature was lon]y four feet seven inche~ and 

a half; her ~ tures were mall and regular, and her hand and .. 
feet were in proportion, very little; and he was, notwithstand-

ing her dirtines, rath r interesting. he is repr ot d in he 
plate with a child on her back, which was born at orth Hendon, 

but which died on the following year. Her mann r was much 

mHder than the re t, nor did h appear to cov t what she saw. 

A~ lik i a~ old woman who wa4i a daily visitor to the hip. h 
appeared to ob rve ith gr at atteotion ev ry occurr nee hicb 
took place, al to mimjc or imitate peopl' action .. he is 
represented in the plate ludicroll ]y imitatin one of t.h offic rs who 

used to walk up a d down near the hip' ide for e erci ,of which . 
he could not the utility. The taW-in h r hand i on of the 

rs with hich I are killed. She app ared about fifty-fiv 

years of 8, being rather bent was only about four feet v 0 

in reo he pported by h r childr n, and b 

as daily employed gleaning at the place wher we ping h 
been y d posited on the ice at a litH distance from th 

hip. face as much eather-beaten, and had in it the 

d r of re and anxiety. he was never detected in 
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