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Plymouth, and he served his apprenticeship of seven years to a shipwright with Mr.
'Tucker, the master builder. - He was employed in His Majesty's Dock-yard until the
year 1814, when he volunteered to serve on the Lakes in America, assisted in the build-
ing of the St. Lawrence of one hundred guns, and Psyche frigate, and several small
vessels—shared in geveral actions, and returned to England in 1824, after ten years’
arduous service. (n his homeward passage he suffered shipwreck in the Mary, of Liver-
pool, on the coast of Ayrshire, losing all his hard-earned property. Having entered on
board his Majesty's ship Boadicea, Commodore Sir James Brisbane, as carpenter’s mate,
he sailed to the East Indies, where he served two years, during which time he was chiefly
at Rangoon, Arrawadda, &c., on board the flotilla opposed to the Burmese ; was in several
storming parties, and was the next man to Captain Dawson when he was killed attacking
a large stockade. In 1826 he was appointed carpenter of the Slaney, by Admiral Gage,
and from thenee to the Furydice, in which ship he returned to Enghand. sidtvolunteered
on board the Victory in 1829, only the dav before she left Woolwich, and was promptly
granted leave of absence by the Lords of the Admiralty, to enable him to join. Mr.
Fhomas was a most excellent workman, and could produce very high testimonials of his
character and conduct: but his constitution was worn out by his servitude in the East
Indics and Ameniea, and could not withstand the severe trials which it was now expored
to, and he sunk under the combined effects of cold and fatigue at the age of thirty-nine
vears, leaving a widow (to whom he had heen only a year married), and a daughter, to

deplore his loss.
ALEXANDER BRUNTON, Cuier ENcGINEER.

Arexaxver Brunton was born at Temple, in Midlothian, is five feet four inchee high,
blue eyes and brown hair, sallow complexion, baving much the appearance of a half-worn
tradesman.  He served his apprenticeship to Mr. Stevenson, the Enginecer, at Edin-
hurgh, with whom he continued some time afterwards as a4 workman ; he set up in business
for himself at Leith, as a scale-beam and edge-tool maker, but failed, and entered into
reveral steam-vedsels as engineer.  Having served five years, he came to London; and
after working at printing-machine making, for some time, he got into Messts. Maudslay’s
manufactory, where he was five years ; from thence he went to Messrs. Braithwaite’s,
and joined the Victory in 1829; having been one of those employed in constructing the”
engine, 1 considered him a great acquisition, especinlly as he had a strong recommendution
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from his masters; he had hard work certainly until the 21st of August, as he had almost
daily to vepair ene part or another of the engine; but it was then given up, and his place
was & complete sinecure for some time: he is an excellent but a very slow workman. At
Fury beach, he was employed making tin utensils for the officers and men, and it wa
calculated that each tin-pot he made (taking his high wages into consideration) cost about
1/.! He had no less than 617/, 15s. to receive when he returned, yet he was not contented,
and was onc of those who sent a petition to the Admiralty to recover the value of clothes
which had been furnished to him to keep him from perishing with cold. When we aban.
doned the ship, he was one of the most useless. Since his arrival, he has married a widow

and set up a ¢ Gin Palace,” called the ¢ Crown and Cushion,” in the Borough !

ALLAN MACINNES, SEcoNd ENGINEER.

ArexANDpER M AciNNES was born in the year 1808, at the isle of Mull, in Argyllshire; he
is five feet seven inches high, stout made, of a swarthy complexion, and marked with the
smallpox. He was the son of a farmer, but served his apprenticeship, first to a baker, -
then to an engineer at Gloucester. He had been five years in steam-vessels beforc he
volunteered to the Victory. His situation would also have been a sinecure, after the
steam-engine was given up, but he was wanted in his calling as a baker, and was found
very useful while at Fury beach, where he made excellent bread. On our return home,
he went to see his friends in the North, Lc returned in spring last, and applied to me for
a recommendation to Messrs. Maudslay and Field, which T readily gave him; but in
a few days after he signed the same petition with Brunton to recover the value of clothes,
&c., which had been in like manner furnished to him, although he had reccived
169/. 18s. 8d. of wages, not more than half of which he was entitled to by law, which was
an act of ingratitude I did not expect, and of which he has since repented.

J_"AMES MARSLIN, AxrMouRrgr,

JAMES ”M.A,R_Bp:_m wu,.}::_lorn in 1793, at Bristol; he was five feet seven inches
high, sallow complexion, and slight made; recommended to me by Mr. Blanky,
the mate, who had formerly been his shipmate. Until after the ship had sailed, he
m.mmd to keep from us that he was labouring under any complaint; but we had no
soonar Jeft the land, thau it was discovered that he wae in a consumption, and he confessed
Mha had heenduclm‘sod from an hospital for that complaint only a few months before ;
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he did scarcely any duty, and I had determined on sending him home by the first whaler
I could meet with, but unfortunately for him as well as ourselves, we never met with any,
and he continued gradually to sink under his complaint, until the 20th of January, when
he died, at Felix harbour, and was buried on M<Diarmid’s island. His wages (being
claimed by two different parties) were paid into the hands of the Accountant-general of his
Majesty’s Navy. He seemed to be an inoffensive man, and departed this life quite prepared
for the great change.

ROBERT SHREEVE, CarreENTER'S MATE.

RoerrT SHREEVE was born in 1806, at Teddington, in Norfolk, is five feet eight ches
and a half high, blue éyes, and complexion sallow ; is the son of a farmer, and Was never
before at sca.  After being at school in Bury St. Edmond’s, he scrved seven y“&'ﬁf appren-
ticeship to a joiner and house carpenter; he afterwards came to London, andfivas employed
at various places for several years before he came to Mr. Braithwaite’s, at New Road ; and
from whence he volunteered to serve in the Victory. He was a useful person, but had
very indifferent health, and was not well calculated for such a service. Having had quite
enough of the sea, he declined entering in his Majesty’s service, and having received
1667. 9s. of wages, he set up for himself as carpenter and undertaker.

JOSEPH CURTIS, HArPOONER.

Josern CurTis was born in the year 1805, at Rotherhithe, is five feet four inches and
seven-cighths high, blue cyes, dark complexion, and brown bair; his father was a tailor,
and he went to sca at the carly age of ten years, having served his time in the coal trade
on board the Flora and Nancy of London. He entered the Davis straits’ ﬁsﬁery in the
Eliza whaler, and was also a voyage to Greenland in she Everett ; but the most remarkable
event of his life, is, his having been on board the Dundee whaler of London, when she
was frozen up in Davis's strait, and passed the whole of the winter in the ice, during which,
the ship’s company had three times abandoned the ship, expecting that she would be
crushed to pieces by the icc; their sufferings also from hunger and cold were great, bu_f
they returned in safety after the insurance had been paid to the owner. Since that event,
he had been both in the coasting and timber trade, and came from a steam-vessel to the
Victory. He was not a powerful man, and therefore not well calculated for such " uemoe
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as ours, but he was an excellent seaman, and his conduet being uniformly good, I gave him
a strong recommendation, and he was sent, by Admiralty order, to the Excellent, to preparc
for bemg made a guaner in themyalna.vy

JOHN PARK, Seaman.

Jonn Pazx was born in 1803, at Bridport, in Dorsetshire, is five feet seven inches high,
of a sallow complexion, with light blue eyes. His father, who belonged to the Dock-yard
at Portsmouth, had him bound seven years apprenticc to a hair-dresser, a trade he did
not like, and when his time was out he went to sea in 1821, on board his Majesty’s ship
Euryalus, in which he served three years, when he was paid off, and immediately joined the
Glasgow ; on board of which he also served three years in the Mediterranean. Being asked
by me, “ What was the most remarkable event in his life?”” he answered, that he ¢ had
shaved the Duke of Devonshire in a gale on board the Glasgow.” I then asked, ¢ Were you
not on board her at the battle of Navarino ’. > he replied, ¢‘ Oh, yes, but that was nothing.”
His father having lost his life in the American lakes, where he had volunteered to scrve,
his mother married Mr. More, gunner of the Tenodos, who was formerly in the Hecla, and
who recommended him to me. He was a very active, willing yousg man, and useful in
his calling as a barber, but too delicate in constitution for this service. Being a good sea-
man, and having always conducted himself well, I gave him a strong recommendation,
and he was, with Curtis, sent by Admiralty order to the Excellent, to prepare for a gun-
ner's warrant in the royal navy.

RICHARD WALL, HARPOONER.

Ricaarp WaLL was born at North Shields, in the year 1803 ; is five feet five inches
and  half high, has small festures, blue eyes, and a sallow complexion, with dark hair.
He served hh Weuumhxp of seven years to the sea in the Mary and Joseph, in the
Madeira, Gibnltar, and coal trade, and after his time was served he went a voyage to
Archwgel ‘he was afterwards both in the East India and West India merchant service.
His father was'a uilol: and hwmg been twenty-three years in the navy, retired as a

enisioner. - ﬁe is m uoa!leht man, thmlgh not powerful ; was one of the best fmen
wﬁ;‘h’%«i‘ " and ‘i oqn:aquence of his good conduct he obuinod a good situation ‘in
ii: 2 % ty’ u"fboek-yhd at D‘eptﬁyrd.

&t
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ANTHONY BUCK, Segaman.

AxtinoNy Buck was born in 1807, at Whitby ; is five feet seven inches and three-
cighths high, slenderly made, strong featurcs, with dark eyes, complexion, and hair, He
had been at sea eleven years before he joined the Victory in 1829: he was seven voyages
m the whale fishery, but latterly in the Manchester to the Mediterranean. This man,
when he entered, appeared to be in perfect health ; but in 1831, while at the river Lind-
say, he was seized with epilepsy, and it turned eut that he had been at the hospital of
Malta for the same complaint. His entering with us was therefore an act of folly te him-
self and cruelty to us, which was as unaccountable as inexcusable; he was of course a
burden to us ever since he was seized with the first fit, and was very near being numbered
among the dead. His father was a sailor in the merchant service, bnﬁM“‘not know of
any other relations. He became latterly near.ly blind, and he was one of those we had to
carry on a sledge after leaving Fury beach. Besides his wages, he received a share of
a small subscription ; but under the circumstances the Admiralty did not entertain his

petition for additional gemuneration, and he returned to his parish.

JOHN WOOD, Seaman.

Jonx Woop was born in 1809, at East Wemyss, in Fifeshire: he is five feet seven
inches high, stout made, his complexion and hair fair, with blue eyes, and flat broad face.
He served four ycars to the sea in the American trade, sailing from Kirkaldy ; he was
afterwards several voyages in the West India and Quebec trade, and joined the Victory
in 1829. In July the same year he broke his leg, by jumping from the ship to the
launch to secure her while towing, and we were therefore deprive}l of his scrvices during
the remainder of the outward voyage: and he was never a useful man, He was nttacked
with scurvy every winter, and was nearly perishing from the cffects of that malignant
disease at Fury beach, from whence we had to carry him on a sledge to Batty bay. - His
constitution was not caleulated for such an expedition, or indeed for the sea service; and
he retired, after receiving his wages, for which he had done so little, to his friends int the
North. -
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DAVID WOOD, Seamax.

Davio Woon was born in 1805, in Midlothian ; is only five feet two inches and a
half high, has a fair and freckled complexion, with light blue eyes. His father was a
sailor, who had sexyed long in the navy, and lost his life in his Majesty’s service. He
served four years apprenticeship out of Kirkaldy, in the Davis straits’ trade, on board
the Dryad whaler, and went afterwards in the Baltic trade, having been twelve years at
sea before he joined the John, where he was in the situation of Schemer, the person who
has charge of the hold. He did not join the mutineers of that ship, but volunteered
for the Victory after it took place, in a very handsowe manner. His constitution was
delicate, but he was nevertheless a very useful person. He was one of the two who
were on the topgallant-yard when the foremast-head gave way, but got down just in time;
the other was John Park, who was also saved. David Wood returned to recruit his health
in his native climate, and has not since been heard of.

GEORGE BAXTER, OrpiNary SEAMAN.

Gronce BaxTer was born in 1806, at Kinghorn, in Scotland, where his father kept
a public garden ; he is five feet six inches and a half high, fair complexion, blue eyes,
and light hair. He had never been at sea, and entered on board the John as what is
called a green hand: he did not join the mutineers of the John, and entered after the
mill't.iny, for which I gave him the rating of an ordinary seaman. His constitution was
rather delicate, but latterly he held out well ; and on our arrival, after receiving his pay,
he returned to his friends, since which he has not made to me any application for em-
ployment, which I shquld consider him entitled to, in consequence of his good conduct.

JAMES DIXON ORDINARY SEAMAN.

JAames Dxxou ‘was born in 1807, at Tamery, parish of Clanduff, in the county Down
he was five fce@ eight inches high, and the stoutest man in the ship; he had a florid
complexion, .with hlue eyes and rather dark hair. His father was a sixty-acre farmer,
and brought his _m:mp'xo labour. When about eighteen he went to England as a pack-
man, and the whole substance of the family was laid out in Irish linen, which he was to
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sell ; but he did not succeed, and returned after having lost or spent all, and was at last
reduced to sweeping the chimneys of steam-vessels. He entered on board the John as
a green hand, and did not join the mutineers, but entered in the Victory after the mutiny.
He was one of those whose heart failed him, and after baving a severe cold, he fell
into a state of despondency, from which he never recovered; having given himself up
in despair he wished to die—and from the circumstances under which we were then
reduced it was perhaps better that he did not remain long enough to inculcate that
feeling among the rest of the crew—he died on the 14th of January, 1832: his wages
have been paid into the hands of the Accountant-general, but have not yet been claimed.

BARNARD LAUGHY, OrpiNARY SEAMAN

Barxarp LMmmr was born at Belfast in the year 1810; he is five feet five inches
and a half high, of a sallmr complexlon, and a little marked with the smallpox ; he
has blue eyes, brown hair, and has a strong Irish accent. His father was an Irish
labourer, who came te Scotland and settled on the estate of Colonel M‘Douall, of
T.oogan. He had never been at sea, except in fishing-vessels, but was recommended by
Mr. Gibson, factor to Colonel M‘Dousll as a hard-working lad, who would do to feed
the fire of the steam-boiler -+ his constitution was, however, not calculated for such a
voyage, and he was one of thosc who generally gave out scomest. His conduct was,
nevertheless, good ; and I procured him a situation in the Coast-guard, which was very
acceptable to him, as he managed to lose the whole of his money before he got the

length of his father’s houxe.

HENRY EYRE, Suir's Coox.

Tnis man, who was fifty years of age, was an old eailor; having been formerly-cook -
of the Griper, with Captain Hoppner, he made some money, and set up a pﬁh]ic-hliiwe‘
which he called ¢ The North Pole.” His story was that he was robbed of the monoi'.he
had laid by to pay his bills, and therefore failed: but he was so addicted to drinking
that he could not keep sober, and the receipt of his wages was fatal to himh, ‘abihe
dicd from intoxication 'a few days after. He was carried to the grave bv his i
nates, who subscribed for a monument to his memory.
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WILLIAM LIGHT, Stewarp.

Tuis man was born in 1800, at Medbury, in Devon; he was five feet seven inches
high, and by his account had been fourteen years at sca. Having been in two of the
former voyages to the Arctic seas, it was considered that he would be an acquisition, and
he was entered as steward, in which capacity be had served before; but he turned out to
he the very worst subject we had. He was always shamming, or complaining of scme pain
or other which incapacitated him for any thing but washing; and was therefore excused
harder duties, and allowed to wash linen and mend stockings. He was often in the sick
list, especially in spring, and was decidedly the most uscless person in the ship, as well as
the most discontented. This man has been circulating the most scandalous falsehoods,
as to my treatment of the crew; and has Ibeen furnishing materials for a8 narrative of the
expedition, with which the public have been attempted to be deluded, in the form of
numbers, published weekly, and as he possessed no journal or record of the voyage, the
greatest part of his pretended narrative is fabulous, and I suspect that the publisher is a
congiderable loser by the shilling trash. He attended, for some time, at the Panorama in
Leicestér Square, and amused his hearers with wonderful adventures, in which he always
figured ar the chief actor, although he was, of all the men on the expedition, the least
fond of fatigue or hard work ; and instead of his lie in carrying me thirty miles, it was
he himself that was carried. In consequence of his unfounded calumnies against me he
was dismissed by the proprictor : but as, were I to give his previous history, and a true
and full account of kis' conduct during the voyage, I might be supposed to harbour
vindictive feclings towards him, I desist in doing so.

It was indeed with great pain I was compelled, conscientiously, to except him from my
recommendation of the crew'te Government for future employment; but I hope that the
good qualitios of which he:so loudly boasts, will be better appreciated by those with whom

h! m which this gxmqun m;pd,l wlll be best expreued by my stat,mg tha:
1 MMW Sy qhm with qtﬁqpls of my own ra.nk, whlle se?eral offered also to
besr: s part. of ﬁga*pmae, if 1 would mke ,q:em on any t lerms, it was also praducnve of
atany curious applications, of which the following is an amusing specimen :
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(Copy) Gosport, March 31, 1829.

Singular it will appear, but true ; three nights following, a person appeared to
me in a dream, and said, ¢ Go with Captain Ross, he will be crowned with success.”
And not having the smallest thought of such things before, and reading of dreams having
led to great discoveries, I put some confidence in this, and make bold to offer my services,
should a man of my description be wanted, I am thirty-eight years old, good con-
stitution, and understand all the undermentioned branches, and have no objection to
make mysclf useful in all to meet satisfaction from my commander: cooking in all
its branches; baking; butchering; preserving all kinds of poultry in cases, retaining
their proper flavour, daead for any time; portable soups; broths; brawn; preserved
meat of every kind ; game stuffing birds, and setting them up in their skms,-!amlerwng.
&o. &e. If any of these professions would be of any utility in the voyage, I “$hould be
happy to join the expedition. I have been three voyages to the East Indies with one
captain now in Londou, four years and a half in the flag-ship Victory—left four days ago
at my own request—can produce discharge and certificates to. any gentleman’s satisfaction,
heing all the time as cook to the gentlemen on board; and should you not have ordered
your portable soups, it would be a great saving to let me make them: in fact, we can always
renew the stock, when we can obtain fresh meat on the voyage. Honoured Bir, you will
confer an honour on me by answering these few lines.

Your most humble and obedient servant will be truly thnnkful
M. L., Castle Tan, Gosport.

This application would, of course, have been treated as coming from some one who
chose to amuse himself, but having met with an officer of the Victory who actnally knew
the man, and gave him an cxcellent character, and being really in search of a cook,
I wrote to him that he might join the expedition under my direction, as cook, if he could
produce certificates of his discherge, and if the references to his character were found to
justify the account he gave of himsclf, but that he must lose no time. In answer, I pe.
ceived a note to inform me that 1 might depend on his joining the ship on Friday ; instead.
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of him, however, a letter came from his wife, of which the following is a copy, and which
closed the transaction,

April 9, 1329.
Sin,

I have just found out that my Lusband has made an engagement with you
to join your expedition, through a dream, without consulting me ; 1 must beg to tell you,
sir, that he shall not go—1I will not let him have his clothes. He must be mad ever to
think of leaving a comfortable home, to be frozen in with ice, or torn to pieces with
bears; therefore, I am determined he shall not leave Gosport, so I hope you will not
expect him.

Yours, Sir, &c., and so forth,
MARY L.

The interest which the expedition excited, was indeed intense; but it was nothing
vompared to the feeling which was cvery where roused by our arrival. Subscriptions
were proposed, and it was believed that 20,000/. might easily have been raised, but
Ministers took up the cause so liberally as to induce me to depend solely on them, by, in
the first instance,paying the men their double wages until the ship was lost, and full wages
up to the day of their arrival —which was far more than they were entitled to by law under
any circumstances—and with this they had every reason to be conicnted, for in fact they
were entitled to nothing after the mutiny of the John; they all agreed by acciamation to
- run all risks for the promise of double pay if they succeeded, or nothing if not. My
nephew Commander Ross, was put on full pay for a year, and then to receive his prome-
tion. Mr, Thom was appointed to the Canopus, and the Surgeon made full Surgeon in
the navy. “Andy #lthough'the remuneration which I received was small, compared to what
I 'might have bad by a subscription, it was sufficient to cover my losses, and to enable me
to vecover some of my property which had been sacrificed in my absence; however, I had
ai. #pportunity of refuting calumnies which had been industriously circulated against me
for mwny years, and, sbove all, I had the honour of receiving valuable testimonials of high

ol from almost every sovereign in Europe, as well as from our most excellent

¥ e d
m“,
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The subscriptions which were begun in various parts of the kingdom, were discoun-
tenanced by me; but, although I did not receive or pocket one farthing of what may
have been subscribed, I have reason to believe that the generous public have been im-

posed upon by those who pretended they were receiving subscriptions for the survivors of
the expedition,
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METEOROLOGY.

MeTEOROLOGY being considered of much importance by the scientific world, great
attention was paid to this interesting department, which was undertaken by Mr. Thom,
whose duty led him to be more constantly on board the ship: the excellent form of a
register invented and given to me by Captain Beaufort was adopted, and the men were
severally instructed to read off' the degrees shown by Fahrenheit’s thermometer, which
was placed on the ice, in a canvas tent, at a convenient distance from the ship. Its
ultitude was registered every hour, and at the same time the direction and force of the
wind, and the state of the weather, in 2 manner which will be manifest in the followinge
table, to which directions are prefixed. The first column in the table is the day of
the month ; the second column is the direction of the wind ; the third column & the
force of the wind, denotéd by fignres in the following manner:

0. Calm.

1. Light air, or just sufficient to give steerage way.
2. Light breeze lor that in which a man-of-war with [ 1 to 2 knots.
3. Gentle breeze all sail set, and clean full, would < 3 to 4 knots.
4. Moderate breeze | go in smooth water. lc’: to 6 knots.
5. Fresh breeze | (Royals.
or that which a well-conditioned | (Single-reefed topsails,
8. Strong broess man of war could carry in chase | L and topgallant sails.
7. Moderate gale > full and by. 4 Double-reefed topsails.
8. Fresh gule Triple-reefed topsails.
Close-reefed  topsails,
9 Strong gule k{ and courses.

10. A whole gale, or that which scarcely could bear the close-reefed main topsail and
 foresail.

11. A storm, or that which would reduce her to storm staysails.

12, A hurricane, or that which no canvas could withstand.
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Fourth column denotes the state of the weather by’ the following letters of the
alphabet :
b—Blue sky; whether clear or hazy weather.
¢—Clouds ; detached, passing clouds.
d—Drizzling rain—drift snow in winter.
f—Foggy. f.—Thick fog.
g—Gloomy; dark weather.
h—Hail.
1—Lightning.
m—Misty, hazy atmosphere.
o—Overcast, or whole sky covered with clouds.
p—Passing, temporary showers.
q—Squally.
r—Rain. r.—Continued rain.
g—Snow.
t—Thunder.
u—Ugly, threatening appearances.
v—Visible ; clear atmosphere.
w—Wet dew.

By the combination of these letters all the ordinary phenomena of the weather may
be expressed with facility. Examples: lst, b cm signifies,  Blue sky, with passing
clouds, and hazy atmosphere.” 2d, gv, “Gloomy; dark weather, but distant objects
visible.” 3d, qq p d 1 tt,* Very hard squalls, with passing showers of drizzle, and accom-
panicd with lightning, und with very heavy thunder.”

N.B.—In the following tables the first column expresses the day of the mon.th ; the
second the direction of the wind expressed fractionally, thus #g : that is, 4 hours
at NNW; the numerator expressing the number of hours, and the denominator the
direction: in like manner the force of the wind, state of the weather, and temperature,
arc expressed; the numerator being always hours beginning after midnight.
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