








PREFACE . 

• 
it is difficult to ~ay; but it is, perhaps, less problematical whether 

England would this day have had to boast of her valuable trans­

atlantic dominions, had not the victory of the British hero, who 

fell in the consummation of the conquest of Canada, preceded the 

birth of the U ni of America, as one of the independent 

nations of the 

equence of the 

gated by" olfe's 

to the British empire, 

but because of the oli' 

incidental to th 

portant appendage . 

it is, however, that the evere con­

. British plantations were greatly miti­

the accession of the French colonies 

p.""'-." in trinsic worth, 

have since become iUl-

In the war waged by t1le colonies against t~e ntry, 

the people of Canada, although so recently 

resisted with fidelity every attempt that was seduce them 

from their new allegiance, and with bravery repul ed every en­

deavour to subdue them. Such dt:>votedness was highly appre. 

ciat d; and England, at the termination of the revolutionary war, 

directed lier attention toward giving increased consequence 

her remaining pos essions, with the design of dra\ in'" from them 

some of t e sl1.pplies she had been accustomed to receive from 

countries recently dismembered from the empire. t was some . e, 

how ver, before the efforts of the mother country were attended 

-ith any degree o( success, and a new order of i hed, 

by which the languor that mal' ed the growth 

French plantation 1 gradually gave I) tD a 
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in the agricultural improvement of the country, and a more active 

developement of its commercial resources. Yet, if the numerous 

ordinances of the King of France, for the encouragement of agri­

culture and the regulation of commerce, which are still extant, can 

be admitted as evidence of the interest-with which the colony was 

then viewed, no solicitude appeal's to have been wanting on the 

part of the French government towards promoting the welfare of 

Canada. The slow advancements may fairly be ascribed to the 

destructive wars of the aborigines, to the difficulties and embar. 

rassments of incipient colonization, and the remote situation of 

the country (at that time no inconsiderable obstacle), rather 

than to any neglect or mis-government of her distant dominions 

on the part of France. 

If the British dominions in North America be viewed merely 

~n relation to their vast superficies, which exceeds 4,000,000 of geo. 

graphical square miles, their importance will become apparent, more 

especially when the manifold advantages of their geographical po­

sition are properly estimated. Glancing at the map, we see ~ritish 

overeignty on the shores of the Atlantic, commanding th~ mouth 

of the most splendid river on the globe; and, sweeping across the 

whole continent of merica, it is found again on th~ coasts of the 

Pacific Ocean, thus embracing an immense section of the New 

World in the northern hemisphere, reaching at some points as far 

south a 41 0 of ~orth latitude, and stretchi~g northward thence 

to the polar regions. But the importance of these possessions 

hould be e timat d less by their territorial extent than by the 

• 
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resources they oWer, their capabilities of improvement, the great 

increase of which their commerce is su ceptible, and the extensive 

field they present for emigration. 

The British North American provinces occupy but a com­

paratively small portion of the aggregate superficies of the whole 

of the British dominions in the western hemisphere; yet they 

cover about 500,000 geographical square miles, and contain a po­

pulation which in round numbers amounts to nearly a million and 

a half of souls (strictly 1,37.5,000), and this population, taking the 

a\1erage ratio of increase of all the colonies, dou bles itself every sixteen 

. or eighteen years. The colonie viewed in their true light are essen­

tiany agricultural, and it is in this point of view that they ought 

properly to be considered as primarily important to the mother 

country. 'Vhatever may now be the extent and value of their timbpr 

trade, or the weight so deservedly attached to that flourishing branch 

of the colonial commerce, the agricultural produce of their soil, and 

the product of their fisheries, must eventually yield the chief part 

of the exports of the country. That it would be sound policy 

to chec~, directly, the progress of an extensive branch of a staple 

trade, may indeed be doubtful; but measures, calculated gradually 

to divert commercial c~pital into' other channels beside those of the 

timber trade, must, OlL the contrary, have a beneficial tendency, espe­

cially if that diversion take place in favour of some other colonial 

staple of more permanency, such as the commerce of hemp, flax, 
t 

wheat, &c. Staples are either temporary or permanent, and although, 

from the vastne"s of Canadian fore ts, timber may be considered an 
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almost exhaustless fund of the colonial export trade, nevertheless, 

it, to a certain degree, belongs to the first class of staples, from its 

necessarily becoming more scarce, as the settlements of the country 

pread uhroad, and the forests recede. 

Po es ing, inde d, a soil with properties of the highest fertHity, 

and enjoying a climate extremely salubrious, although rigorous in 

winter, the British . provinces in America are, without a doubt, the 

most flourishing and interesting section of the British Colonial 

Empire; and, if considered under a political aspect, probably the 

most important of her trans marine posse ions, since, independently 

of their intrinsic value to the parent state, they are intimately 

connected with the preservation of the West Indian plantationb, 

and the control of the invaluable fisheries of the Gulf of t. 

Lawrence and the banks of Newfoundland. 

The trade of these provinces now employs annually upwards 

of 1, 00 . ail of British shipping, exceeding in aggr gate burden 

470,000 tons, and requiring more than 20,000 . eamen : this tonnage 

is equal to about 1.5th of the whole of the Briti h hipping; it i 

nine timt:s greater than the amount of British tons employed in 

the trade with the United States of America, and about double that 

used in the West India trade ->1.'; and, comparing the ratio of in~ 

crea e fron the year 1772 to the pre ent time, we find that the 

\Thole increa on the aO'gregate of British hipping ha been about 

167 per ent.; the decrea e of tonnage with tHe United I' tates 21 
• 

Moreau' Table I and Official Return . 
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per cent.; the increase with the 'Vest Indies 189 per cent.; and 

with the North American colonios 2,570 per cent The value of 

the exports, from Great Britain to the British provinces, amount. 0 

more th sterling. which is an increase of about 455 per 

cent. upon the amount of the exports of 1774; whilst the in 

in the value of exports to the United States did not exceed Q45 

per cent. during that period, and to the 'Vest Indies 300 per cent., 

demonstrating clearly the accelerated ratio in which the commercial 

pro perity of the e provinces 'i advancing, their vast importance and 

incalculable resources. 

It cannot be doubted that the liberal and enlightened com­

mercial policy of the British government, has given renewed vigour 

to the commerce of Great Britain, nor can it be denied that the 

succe s of that policy much depended upon the wide raD:ge of 

her empire, the magnitude and variety of her colonies. To thL 

increa ing prosperity of England, an able statesman * happily 

allude when comparing the commerce of the U l1ited States with 

that of the United Kingdoms. ,~r e had not supposed," says he, 

"that a young, rising, and naturally commercial country, whose 

population and agriculture are growing with unequalled rapidity, 

could, under any policy, b outstripped in a race by a nation, whose 

navigation was presumed to have reached its maximum, and whose 

naval po er was supposed to be at lea t tationary in its meridian, 

if it was not already in its decline. But Great Britain has granted 
I 

• Ar. Camberleng, Chairman of the United States' Committee of Commerce and 
• 'avigation. 
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commercial liberty to her vast empire, at home and abroad, and has 

taken a new start in the race of nations; whilst we, on the other 

hand, professing to be free, have restricted our own citizens in their 

intercourse with all the world *." 
To the importance of the colonies, in an agricultural and com­

mercial point of view, has been superadded of later years, another 

consideration of no minor interest, which still further enhances 
, 

their value to the parent state. The almost exhaustless field offered 

in the British North American provinces for fresh colonization, points 

them out as the goal of emigration from the United Kingdoms, 

and they have in consequence become the favourite resort of the 

redundant population of the mother country. Thousands of the 

sons of Britain are, therefore, seen every year leaving their native 

shores to venture their fortunes in a more remote section of his 

Majesty's dominions, bearing in their breasts this inspiring consola­

tion, diat, although re1l10ved from the land of home-the protecting 

regis of a fl'ee, powe1.!fu}, and happy constitution and government, 

is extended to the most distant as well as to the metl'opolitan 

regions of this vast empire. Indeed so generally' and broadly hu~ 

the tide of emigration flowed towards the Canada " New Brunswick, 

and Nova Scotia, that a considerabl~ portion of their population 

is composed of the nat! yeS of England, Scotland, and Ireland, and 

the in.terests of those provinces have become pl'oportionately iden-

tified with those of the British isles. • 
• · 

.. Camberleng' Report to Congress, 1880, p. 26. 

• 
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These various considerations combined, have incited the allthor. 

of the e volumes to present to hi l\fuje ty's government, both at 

home and abroad, and to the public of the empire, a Topogra­

phical and Statistical De cription of the British Dominions in 

North America, together with Topographical Maps of Lower Ca­

nada, and a Geographical l\lap of the British Provinces in America. 

I t is proper, however, to ob erve that he has far exceeded the plan 

which he originally contemplated; his design having, in the outset, 

been confined to the publication of a Topographical and Statistical 

De cription of the Province of Lower Canaua, with Maps. But 

having, in the prosecution of this de ign, discovered that, in the 

course of the long series of year during which he had been oc­

cupied in collecting materials for this work, he had ama sed and 

methodized a body of valuable statistical and geographical in­

formation, relative to Upper Canada and the sister provinces of 

ova Scotia and New Brunswick; and, deeply impressed with. the 

utility of a work which should embody every possible degree of in­

formation a to the British J orth American colonie collectively, h 

ventured, though not without sen ations of tl e greatest diffidence, 

to pu h his project to a general con idel'ation of the topography and 

tati tic of the continental ection of the Briti h empire in the 

Tcw'Vorid. 

In the gen ral framework of the maps of I.ower anada, whicH 
( 

are upon a large altd explanatory cale, the author was materially 

aided by hi pr~vious topographical exhibit of that province, pub­

Ii bed in 1815, under the exalted patronage of his late Majesty, then 
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Prince Regent of the kingdom - j but the details are entirely new 

and compiled, with the grea.test care, from numerous original sur­

veys and uocuments of indubitable authenticity, that h;wc enabled 

him to Jay down every minutia of tOJ1ognlphy. ] n adverting to the 

period of his former publir.atiotl, the author feel s impelled, alike by 

a sense of duty and of gratitude, to I'ceord, as a very feeble tribute 

of his rf'spect for the cherished memory of his late Royal] I ighnes~ 

the Duke of Kent, the many and deep obligations under which he 

lies to that much lanlcntcd prince and Jl1unifiC'cllt patron, whose 

characteristic urbanity of lllilllli('r" so much cnucan .. '<.l him to ali 

who had the honour of being known to hilll. 

'i'he geographical map of the nritish provinc{'s, ,lIld ora sectioll 

of the adjacent StiltCS of'the American union , accompanying the work, 

will, it is hopeu) iJe founu an interesting adjunct, f!'Olll the scope of 

the counlry it emiJraces, as well as on account of the sources of in­

formation whence it was compiled. Th~s map was constructed by the 

author's eldest SOli, Joseph Bouchette, Esq., Deput) Stlrveyor-Ge~ 

neral of Lower Canada, and must, like the other maps, be left in a 

.. The follOWing uuauimous resolvc of tilC hOllse of assembly of Lower Callada i" 

a lestimony of tile c\IOIracter of tllat work, which the author hopes lll.~ will bc purdonctl 

for inserting here ; 

" H('SOln·tt, 'fhl!.l all humble adJress hc presented to his grace the gm'ernor-in­

ellief, J'eprescming tllC importance of tile geograp hical and lopographical mnps of Joseph 

Bollcbctte, E!oqllire, SlIfvt"yor-G eneral, and the losus Ilc Ilas .. ustaincd in publislling 

t.hem ; repre8enting nlso I he importUllCc of tluJle map', both to ";s Jl/ajl'$Iy's {!Ol'enlfflC'tl1 

and to the province at large; and praying his grace would be plcns(>d lo tlkr the whole 

into consil\cration, ami wnuld also be pleased to illde;mlijiJ him for hi~ Strt,jus ami 

IOllu by such grunt of the lands of the crown as his graee ill his wisdom may think fit." 

c 

• 
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great measure to speak for itself. It i. but justice to the compiler, 

however, to mention the extreme laboriousness with which, during 

three years, he attached himself to its construction, in the midst of 

active professional duties-the close imtestigation as to the correct;.. 

ness of documents that preceded their application. and the science 

with which he was capable of graphically applying the information 

these documents contained. To this gentleman the author is also 

indebted for his scienti6c aid in the compilation of several parts of 

th .topographical maps; and it is a source of congratulation to him 

to have likewise to note the services of his third SOD, John Francis 

Bouchette, Lieutenant, 68th Light Infantry, whose able draftsman­

ship has so lUuch contributed to the nicety of delineation, and to 

any degree of elegance the topographical maps of Lower Canada may 

be deemed to possess. 

Having said thus much in regard to the graphical part of the 

work now presented to the public, it may not be inexpedient to 

say something of the following volumes, and to give some account 

of the plan and di,-' ion of the subject-matter they embrace, and 

the sources whence the information is derived. Upon the latter 

point the author may perhaps be pardoned for indulging in a littlp 

seif-blTat'llation, from the confidence he must necessarily have in 

the correctness of tbe materials he had to work upon (especially 

lIS respects the local and statistical circumstances of ihe Canadas), 
• 

as well from his cpnstant residence in the country, as from the fu.-

cilities afforded by the department over which he has, for thirty 

years, had the bonour to preside. The valuable documents and 
• 

• 
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Dfficial records of the surveyor.general's office,' which constituted 

, 
the principal portion of the materials used in the composition of 

his former work, and the free use of which he was permitted by his , 
1\1 ajesty's r.olonial government, have been again consulted, together 

with such new matter, -arjsing from surveys since 1815, as has been 

superadded to tbe topograJ.hical information already recorded. 

These documents, however, were chiefly useful in the graphical 

part of the work, and furnished the means of a. correct deline­

ation of the townships of the province. The fcudallnnus or Lower 

Canada, a large and important section of the colouy, arc delineated 

and described from. original plans and documents ill the possc:,sioll 

of the seigneurs of the province, and to which the author has had 

free access. '1'0 these valuable materials were added the results of 

three official tours in 1820, 182 .... , amI 1827, tile last of which em­

braced tb~ extremities of the settled parts of the cowllry, and 

enabled him to enter minutely into all invp stigatjoll of the statist.ics, 

amJ to collect important subject·matter lor the topography of 

the province ". The replies of the genlleJuen of the Homan 

catholic clergy to queries proposed to thel~l on the state and re­

sources of tbeir respective parishes, and the explanatory answers of 

• The following extract may not probably ~ deemed inadmissible, as a lestimo­

Ilial of tbe mooe in which dlis bralich of the author', public duties was discharged:-

SUt, 
Cqtle of SL Le Quebec, 8th July, 18'i/S. 

I 
J have Jlot failed w Jay before hil e.s:celiellcy die governor.in-chief your letter of 

the Sd illitallt, tran.mitting \lIe report of your proceeding&, and the statistical returns 

prepared by you i0.jOlIscquence of hi, excellency'. instructions COIlVeyed to you by my 

e2 

• 
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the seIgneurs, to cil'C'ulars transmitted to them, relative to the 

settlements and statistics of their several seig-ncurial properties . 
. 

have also proved of inv<lluahlc a~~i~tance 111 the completion of tht, 

Rtatistic.-'11 ucpartmt'nt of the book. 

These sources of information have furnished the General De­

~ription of the province of Lower Canada as weB as the Topo­

graphical Dictiona.ry. Thel'c an~ many lninute points ('onnectet\ 

with the topography of the country of perhaps less interest to the 

general reader, bnt of the first importance to those seeking for 

('omplete information as to the resources of the province, for the 

arrangement of which, as well as for the facility of reft.~rence, the 

alphabetical form atfon]s distinguished advantages; and this has 

induced the author to adopt the somewhat unusual plan of a dic­

tionary, but" hich he confideutly presumes will be found to com 

bine many amI important advantagc~, no less in comprising uuder 

one view an the pal'ticular!i. that can be rccluired on anyone point, 

than as leaving the genera] description uneucumhercd by matter, 

which to some might seem tediously milluh't whilst the body of 

the work presents a Bu.mmary account of the province, its resources, 

lettt .. r of the HILI! Augu.,t last. AmI Jam ,In('ctcd hy Jli ~ (')..ccll t' II(' Y to COIlVl'Y to you 

Ilis approhal; '1!1 ,,( the zeal and hhorious rliligcllee cxhiLitcd hy you in collecting anti 

condensing till.' multllnious, intcrc8ting. and useful iuformat.ioll cOIlt..ined ill the report 
und table .. wllich you have IlOW submitted • 

• • 

T o JoupA BfIU(;Mtlc, EI'I 

Sur"eyor-G~"al. 

• • 

(Signed) 

• • • • • 
I Itave the honour to be, &c. 

A. W. COCHRANE, Secretary. 
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ancI aU that general information desirable to the more cursory class 

of readers. 

The description of the province of Upper Canada is derived 

fi'om the suLst:mce of notC's and memoranda made in that country 

duripg the latc war, and from the knowledge obtained of' it during 

an anterior service of l'lix years, as an officer of the provincial Navy 

upon the lakes. To the ini()f)nation arising from these sources 

considerable additions have been made from documents that may 

be relied upon, both published amI manuscript. The latter arc 

<'hipfiy of' an official character, the fOl'lller arc to lJe ii.mnd in Gourlay· ... 

Statistics of Upper Canada, the reports of eommissioncrs of roads 

and c.'mal", puhlic statistical returns, &c. 

The extensive field operations performed by the author on 

the frontier ofNt:w Brunswick in 1817, as his Majesty's survcyor­

general, under the 4th and 5th articles of the Treaty of Ghent, anti 

several excursions into the coloHY conncdc{l therewitll, supplied 

th(· bulk of tIle materials for the account of that provilH:c, though 

some ohligations must be acknowledged to the author ofa pamphlet, 

descriptive of thc province, and published t~lere, as well as to the 

intelligent sketches of :Mr. J\lI'Grcgor. The statisti('al branch of 

the description is princ;pally derjved from the public n·turns ano 

statistiC<11 statements, framed under the direction of his IV1 ajesty's 

governmt!nt~ and ~.ubsequently published. The statistics of Nova 
• 

Scotia are partly taken from the same source, aljd also from Halli-

burton's history of that province, from which, in the historical 

sketch and general tIt·scription of that country, considerable aid has 
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been derivt-'tl . The notes macIc by the author upun th(" soil, 8urfuC'c, 

amI climate of the prOyillee in IBI(i, and llH'hloranda collected an­

tcriorly to t.hat period. \\hilt., at Halifax 011 milit:1!'y st'rvice, h:1\(' 
• further enauled the author, tWill a p('r~()nal kno\',lc...'d~e of that par t 

of our colonial d01lliniolls, to cnter 1II0re sati~filctorily upon it~ 

dC.':l tTiptioJl. He ha~ :11.,0 grcat pleasure in acknmdcc..lging the 

yaluable illformatioll he ha:-. oulaill«l, on til(' ~wl~ject of the settlc­

lllcnt& both of ~ ew Brull~\\ id, <Hut of]\ o"a ~<:otia, ii'om the printed 

report of Colonel Cockhurn to hi1> 1\iajc):,t.' ..... gOV(,I'lll l lt nt. whidl 

<.'ontaini) document .. 0(' ~r(';lt intcrc ... t and high authority, relative 

to thc lands, ~('ltlen,ellt ... , and l'('~onr('~' "" of tho~t, 1'1"OVI))('C", 

The J ... lalld uf ~f'wf(Hlndl.lIJ(1 i, the only part of the colonizcd 

Brit",h po:..):,cs .... iom, in .l\ HH'rica of \\ hich the..' author ha .... it not in his 

powcr to gin" any p{-ffo.Ollal at'COtHlt, alJo. he therf'fore j" thrown 

upon puuli(' rc('onI .. illl(1 official papers lor the 1Ueall~ of describing 

til(' loml. agl'i('ultural, amI ~tali ~tical .,tatc of' that in sular ~cctiol1 of 

the Bnlj):'h .:\ol'th .\lIlCl'iC,Hl lJominiOl:"",!-.o importallt \\Ilwl1 vicweu 

III ('ollJullction \\ith the C).tClli)jyC' H ... la,l'ic::' of the Great j~ank-. am) 

oi'the C;ulfofSt. Lawren<.'c. III the de!;criptiOiI of the hl.LUd of 

t>rillcc J :'h\-an.l or 5t. John, he derivcd ('oll!-.iderable informatioH 

iiolH the official l,lan. \\ ilh uhundanl note~ anu rcmark~, of his re­

lation and predc(:C'.!o.5>or, the Jate :MajoJ' Holland, recorded in his 

offic<', a!; well a~ from :-.evcra) private document:-. and plan& acquired 

wiwll in th(' bland, at which time he had 3n opportunity of visiting 

the mObt iJltcre~ting partb of it, and of recording noteb descriptive 

of its geography and topography. 
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Such are the sources of information, and sueh the means and 

the materials whicll have fumis]H.'d the ~ubject-matter of the 10l. 

lowillg \'olumcs, and however the author may feel consciou~ of the 
• 

imperfect mallllcr in \\ hidl the task has been (-'xccutcu. he cannot 

r"pr('ss the hop<', that the tlelt'cts of the pcrit)nnancc will stand 

excused hy the utility of the lllatt(' l' allll t he motive which in­

volveo him ill so ardtlou~ an unucrt..'1king. The Pl'OSpcct of' li­

terary fhmc, so powerful an inccutivc to many ''''Titer~, let so often 

illusory, eV('1l when foullued UpOIl great erudition ami dassi('a) 

attaillllll'lIt~, has had 110 share in hringin~ the author before the 

tribunal of pllblic opinion. His sole ohjed is to be useful, lJy 

cOlIlHmniratillg to the world the suhstance of IOllg and varionsly 

ac('untulateu int(H'Inatioll , rclatiy(' to the 131'itish trans-atlantic uo~ 

minions, whil'h he would have conceived it a dereliction of duty 

and of IJatliotism to wilhllOld from the press; fh-ling as he doC's <HI 

additional inc('nti\'c and cllcouragelll(,lIt trom that liberal ami CIl­

lightcllcd sy:4em of ('olollial poliey that has conspieuou~l.r di..;till­

guishctl tIH' llritish eauillct, anu struck an illlpul ~c ii'om the vcry 

centre of ButiOJIa) prosperity to its remotest lU'i.lII('lics. 

J Ie has to lament, however, that the scope of his abilities. evell 

when aided by the pen of <lllothf'l' "fhis sons, Hobert S,n!. Uouchettc, 

Esq" a member of' the Canauian bar, whose able assistanee in the 

composition of t)1(-' gen,,"ral work, he feels it alike a uuty and a 

pleasure candidly aml cordially to acknowledge, 'fhoulu. have been 

insufficient to enable him to send forth the work clothed with all 

those advantages of arrangement, style, and illustration which might 
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he eXp<'cted from those whose time aud ta\l'nts have been devoted 

to literary pursuits. Forty years of his life han" been passed in 

the service of his Al,tiesty"s government, in lh(' naval, milit.uy. 

and ciyil departmcnb. th(' uuti(>s of "hidl, though affording him 

opportunities of l'olll'ding aLm.uuant materials for a work of thi!­

naturC', ha\'c )el allo\\l,tl him but little lci:-.urc for cultivatilW thOSl' • 0 

grace~ of cOlllpo~i(.ion b) "hi('h a \\fiter mo:-.t l'('adil) n'('ommellds 

himself to the rcader'~ fitvourablc opinion. ~\halldolling thell 

aU hopc!:. \\llIich might hc founul.-'tl OJ! such u<.halltagl'::-', he relIcs OH 

his honc~t though humblc z('al to lay opcn, a~ £:1:' as his capabilitif'!-. 

permittf'd, the vast, 11at ural. and impro\ able rt':')ourccs or a tlollri~hing 

"'{'clion of the nrjti~h empire; amI :-.hollltl hi~ fl'eblc ('lHleayOlu!o; 

have the good fort une to ohtain approbation, for t h(' dc:o:.ign if not 

for the execution, hi-; highl'!;t ambition will be attained, and hi':) 

deare~t \\i~hc!:. amply gratifi<...u. 
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CORRIGE:\DA. 

Pagl~rQr 1814, read 1824. 
116, third line from the bottom,for perennial, read annual. 
I 17,for Godrich, read Goderich, wherevt'r tht' name occurs. 
277, head-line,for county, read country. 
351, column of I't'maru in the St.ati5ticnl Statem~nt, for L·Joo.c1lim. read St. Joachim 

The IJ6IJulation of Quebec, six lines lower down, should lH' 28,000, instead of 
38,000. 

352, last line of the table, for cit) , rellJ county. 
3,-,3, column of remaru, the blauk in tIlt' !,CC(Jud line to be fillN! with 5,O()(I, as the 

populatIon of Thr~ Rivcr~ 



THE 

BRITISH DOMINIONS 

1:-;' 

NORTH AMERICA 

TOrOOJlAI' UICALLY DESCRIBED. 

CHAPTER I. 

Discovery of America.-Historical Sketch alld llouudarics of tile Dritish Posscssioll<l. 

T o Christopher Columbus assuredly appertains the honour of the 
memorable di&('ovcry of the New 'VorId in ]492; but that the American 
continent wus l-Iltog-cther ter1'fl, iJlcOfrnill1 up to the period at wllieh he 
traversed the \ -Vestern Ocean, spems lIot quite so certain, at least as 
regards the northenl countries of }o~urope. 

The histories of Denmark, Norway, and I cc1and attest tllC fact, that 
nearly fiye centuries· before the existence of the great western continent 
was made known in the south of Europe. through the bold discovery 
achieved by CoJumbus, not only the coasts of Greenland. but the north. 
eastern shores of America, had been partially explored by adventurous 
northern voyagers, who formed a colony in the land of their new dis­
coveries, of which records wt.:re preserved down to the beginning of the 
twelfth century t. \\That lIas siuce become of this ancient settlement, 
and what was the precise geographical situation of Vinland (for titus the 
country they settled in was by them called). are things that will most 
probably remain for ever unknown, although. from the general analogy 
of description, its locality is supposed to have been the island of New. 
foundland, or the 80uthem coast of Labrador . 

• )fackensie', Travel. iD Iceland, 1810, and allthoriliea there cited. t Ibid. 

D 



2 BRITISH NORTH AMERiCA. 

Any discovery. however, which had thus fallen into almost utter 
oblh'ion, could not be considered as in any degree detracting from the 
fame of the celebrated GCJ)o('sc discoverer. wliosc enterprising voyages 
westward mark the epoch at which America· became first known to the 
civilized wodd. 

Columbus having tuken possession of a great portion of the new 
continent ill the name of Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain. Sebastian Cabot 
subsequently explored the southern section of North America. on behalf 
of Henry YII., and thus secured it to the cmwn of England. Viewing 

with a jealous eye the valuahle and then recently acquired possessions of 
England and S11ain, Fran('i~ I .• King of l"rancc, aspiring to a partidpation 
in these adY3l1tagPs, equipped V ~razani, a Florentine, then residing in 
France, who, aft<.'r a fruitk'ss attempt to ClOSS the ocean in 1524, suc· 
reeded, the following year, in reaching Florida. whence he coasted north­
ward to the 50~ ofJatitude, taking nominal possession of the country, which 
he called" New France t." Having, in a subsequent voyage, returned to 
America. he was, soon after his landing on the continent, barbarously put 
to death by the natives t, without having previously eflected the establish­

ment of a colony §. 
The further dlscoyery of the northern parts of America was reserved 

for the enterprising Jacques Cartier, a Frf'nchman, who, bearing a com­
miRsion from the King of F'r:mce, salled from St. Maloes on the 19th May, 
HiSS, and explored the river St. Lawrence, so called from his first entering 
it on St. LSlHence's day, aud ast'ended the river as far as Hocheloga, the 
Indian village then occupying the spot on which the city of Montreal now 
stands. Cartier had visited the gulf of St. Lawrence in 1584, hut did 

not attellipt any dhcoveries beyond its shores, although he most probably. 
at that timt'. cOIw(>;vcd Po def>ign and sketched a plan of operations, which 
were put into eXE'Cut:on the year following . 

• Thl' new contincnt WIUI thll~ called aft('r .f,Nericw. Pe'pucill., a nllvigator in the IerYice 
of Ft'1'dinand of Arragon, :lIId thc fir!lt who made grapbkaJ. delineations of the new ~ 

t Hilitory' of CtallllWl fruln ibl Di.wxwery Smith, Nl. i. P. ~. 
1 CbRricvoix, vol. i 'p. 8. 

, It ill wurthy uf rClIInrk, tlmt tbe preten.wa. and di'putelof the three great Dan! pewetI 

of Eurol~-ElIglancl, Fmnce, and 8p.in- for tenitoriallOvereignty iD A~ __ fND ttie" 
tiiACovl'nt'8 of three Ital",ns, Columbua, Cabot, and Veruani, who were ~uUy ...... .., dae 
oountriee whose renoWli tb~ extended and wluJic C:Ollunerce they enI.tgecl. 



HISTORICAL SKETCH AND BOUNDARIES. 3 

Thus stood the discoveries of the New 'Vorld, when the efforts of 
the French to colonize Canada became at length so far successful, that, 
in 1604. a French settlement was formed; and, in 1608, Champlain, 
at the head of a small colony,laid the foundation of the city of Quebec - , 
a little above the junction of the river St. Charles with the St. Lawrence. 
and thus commenced the first permanent t European settlement in North 
America, on record t. 

The precise line of boundary whi('h divided the territories formerly 
belonging to the crowns of England and France in America seems never 
to have been distinctly defined. The voyages of discovery by the English 
and the French to the coast of North Americu, and their endeavours to 
form settlements on the new continent, had been nearly contempomneous; 
Ilnd as both nations indefinitely claimed extensive dominions of which 
neither had the power of taking actual possession, it was soon diS<.'Overed 
that the claims of the diffprent parties were incompatible §. 

In 1603, the tract of country lying between the parallels of the 40th 
and 46th degrees of north latitude, and then known under the name of 
Acadia, was granted by Henry IV. of France to Monsieur De Monts j[. 
with a columission of lieutenant-general; and in 1606, tlirfe yea,.s after. 
a large section of the same territory was included in a grant. under the 
letters-patent of James I., to Sir Thomas Gates and his associates, grant­
ing to them tht> country comprehended between the 84th ancl45th degrees 
of north latitude, "that bclo"lJcd to Great Brito;/I., or was not the1l jXJ38C18Cd 

by aNY other Chrntiarl prince or people ~." 
Under the French grant of 1603, settlements were formed on the 

• Quebee, in A1gonquin, dguHies ,trait. 
t [n 1541, Jquetl Cartier. a8 aoptain_general. built a fort at Cape Breton. 
: The pilgrilM landed At PlymoUth, in New England, in 1620. Chaiml'r&', Pulitical 

Aanala, 4to. p. 82. 
\ L'Eac:arbot thUI deaeribn the boundariea of New France: .. Airui notre Nouvelle France 

• peet Ikaite. tu eMl! d'O\I:ett lei t«rret jUlClu'a Ia mer dite Paci6que au-delta du tropique de 
Cuoer ; au midi lee w.. de II. Mer Atlantique du ca~ de Cube et l'&e Hf':I.pagnole; au levant 
la Mer dll. Nord, qui baipe la Nouvelle France; et I.U septentrion

t 
oette terre, qui eat dhe 

iaooimae, '"" la .., glaoQ: JUMl'L'1,\I Pole Arrtique."-VoJ. i p. 31, ed. 1611. 
n L'~, HiMnI de la NonYelle Fnnoe, TOt i. p. ~, 
• cw...'. Nitbl AoooIo. 4to. ..u ..... p. IS. 

BS 



4 BRITISH NORTH AMERICA. 

coost, near the St. Croix and at Port Royal, in the course of the two 
following years; and De Monts. who was accompanied by Champlain and 
Petrincourt. retained quiet possession of Acadia until their settlements 
were broken up, in 1614, by the 6uL'Cessful but unwarrantable attack of 
Sir Samuel Argal-. 

The country. afterwards caned New England. comprised in the ori­
ginal charter to Sir Thomas Gates, was not settled tm 1620, the period 
at which the pilgrims landed at l)]ymouth. 

In September, 1621, James I. granted, under the great seal of 
Scotland, to Sir 'Villiam Alexander, the country bounded towards the 
north, the east, and the south. l?y the St. Lawrence and the ocean, and on 
the west, by the river St. Croix. It was calJed ~ova Scotia, and eret..1:ed 
into a palatinate to be holden as a fief of the crown of Scotland. In 
1625, Charles I. confirmed the ,.,"Pant to Sir " rilliam Alexander, who, 
five years afterwards, sold almost the whole interest he had in it to Sieur 
St. Etienne, a French hugonot. reserving thc allegiant."e of the inhabitants, 
who werc to continue subjects of the Scottish crown; but this stipulation 
seems to hayc been ineffectual, and the French retained absolute pos­

session of the country t. 
The attack on (~uebec by Kirk in 1628. and its surrender to British 

Bl1TIS the following year, were unknown in Europe when peace was 
re~stablished in April, 1629; and Charles I., by the treaty of St. Ger. 
mains-en-Iaye, concluded in March, 1632, resigned to Louis the XIII. 
of }'rance the sovereignty of "Acadia, New France, and Canada" ge­
nerally and without lirftits; and. particularly. Port Royal, Quebec, and 
Cape Ureton t. 

Three YP 8l'S after the peace of St. Germains, the province of Maine. 
originally known in New England under the name of Sompraetshire, was 
granted to Sir J<'em.lndo Gorges, and was bounded eastward by the 
Kennebec river: and as Acadia extended southward along the eoaat to 
the 40" of north latitude §. and therefore beyond the Kennebec I~ tba~ 

* Chalmers'. Political Anna4,"to edition. p. 82. 
+ Ibid. p. 92. : Ibid. 
I Ibid. p. IllS. lllhid. r. ~. 
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river must then have been considered the easternmost limits of the 
New England plantations, and the boundary between the English and 
French temtories in that part of America. However, it appears that the 
whole country west of the St. Croix was subsequently claimed by thE." 
English as being within the colony of Massachusetts, while France 
manifested a determination to ~xclude them from the possession of the 
country east of the Kennebec. Acadia having been thus restored to the 
French, their sovereign granted to De Razilly the lands around the bay 
and river St. Croix; and in 1695 the company of New France conveyed 
the territory on the banks of the river St. John to St. Etienne, whom we 
have already mentioned, and De la Tour. the lieutenant-general of tIll' 
colony·, 

The New Englanders, meanwhile. viewed the progress of the French 
in their neighbourhood with jealomt apprehension. Sengewick, ('om­
mander in chief of Cromwell's forces in New England, apparently ftC'­

tuated in a great IItcasnre by national antipathy, directed the arms destined 
for ~lanhattans against the French, who surrendered Port ll.oyal in 
Augnst, 1654. and. finally. the whole of Acadia, in conse'luence of tlH~' 

liberality of th~ terms of capitulation, yielded to 11is armst. Attempts 
were subsequently made by the .Frt'nch, in negotiating the treaty of 'Vest­
phalia., to recover Pentagoet (or Penobscot). Saint John, and Port Royal: 
but Cromwell, instead of restoring the conquered country, granted it to St. 
Etienne, Crown, and Temple. under the designation of Acadia, and JX,r! qj' 
the country com1Hcmly called .l\lov(J Scotia. extending south-westward to the 
river St, George; at the same time erecting that ~rritory into a province 
distinct from New England, and appointing them hereditary governors 
of the country t. The confusion which here occurs in the appellations 
of the terrltories granted created some perplexity afterwards ; Nova Scotia 
being in fact but a section of Acadia, and comprehended within its 
limits §. In 1668, Charles II., in consideration of the cession of St. 
Chri,toplrer and otlrer i,lands in the VIr est Indies, re,tored to France. by 

• the treaty of Breda, Acadia, specifying the Penobscot .veras its boundary 

• Chalmen', Politit¥! Annall. p. 186. 
t Staiu,', -Hiltor]' (If C-anada. vol. i. p. 59. 
t Ibid. , Chalmet!l" Political Annah. 1). 100. 
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on the west -; Pentagoet, Saint John. Port Royal, La Have, and Cape 
Sable lying within it t. The French had lIot VO~ieSsed the country 
many years before the proximity aud advancement of their RettIements 
again aroused their New England neighbours to acts of hostility; and in 
1690 Sir ~Tilliam Phipps, with eight small ves8els and 800 men, I't'duced 
Port Royal and the whole coast between that place and the New Eng_ 
land settlements. The :French inhabitants took the oaths of allegiance 
to the crown of England, but did not long remaill under nritish sove­
reignty, the treaty of Ryswick having restored them to the dominion of 
France. l)ort Royal. however, seemed doomed to be the seat of per­
petual warfare. In 1710 the fort was bombarded by Colonel Nicholson 
a~the head of thE' New England forces, and after a few days' resistance 
capitulated; when, together with the whole country, it was surrendered 
to British dominion .t , antI the trebty of Utrecht. <.'Oncluded March and 
April, 1713. confirmed to Great Britain, Hudson's Ray, Newfoundland. 
and Nova Scotia or Acadia willi its mlc;ellt limits §. 

The treaty of Utrecht having thus operated a new partition of Ame~ 
rica, and the value of those transatlantic possessions becoming daily more 
evident, the boundaries to which they were henceforward to be restricted 
became proportionably important. Count de la Galissoniere, who suc~ 
ceeded Admiral de la Jonquicre in the government of Canada, fully 
sensible of the expediency of assigning limits to the respective territories 
of the tW(l powers, detached an officer. with 300 men, to the frontier of 
Canada. M. de Celeron de Bienville. who was intrusted with the exe~ 
cution of this serviOO: proceeded to Detroit j and thenee traversed 
the country to the Apalachian Mountains, where he deposited under 
ground, at tlifferent .stations, leaden plates, on which were engraved tht' 
arms of France, reooniing the fact in formal acts' or p~v~baux. which 
he submitted to La Galissoniere-, who afterwam. trananitted them to 
Fran<.'e. 

The adoption of these decisive act. of pouession wu duly commu. 
nicated to ~Ir. Uamilton, the governor of Pennsylvania. He wu 

... Trv,cta relating to America, 1770. t Ibi4. p. 393. 
t Smith', Hiatt>ry of Canada, voL i, p. 60, 61. 
, Twelfth art.icle of che t.re.ty. 
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requested by La Galissoniere's letter, of which De eeleron was the bearer, 
to prohibit the inhabitants of his province from trading beyond the 
bounds which had been thus asserted and established. the French court 
having commanded him to seize the merchants, and confiscate the goods 
of those who might be discovered carrying on trade in the countries 
beyond the Apalachinn or Allegany Mountains, incontestably belonging 
to the crown of France *, 

In the course of the momentous and protracted negotiations, which 
bronght about the famous treaty of 1763, we find that the French ter­
ritorial pretensions in that quarter, as uuder$tood and traeed by the 
Marquis de Vaudreuil at the surrender of (.J:uebec in 1759. were tacitly 
relinquished. as previously assumed by La Galissoniere. and that they 
wert' then described as comprehending, on one side. the Lakes Huron. 
1\1 ichil-."1lll. and Superior; and the "said" line drawn to the Red Lake. 
taking in a serpentine progress the riYer Ouahaehi as far as its junction 
with the Ohio. then extended itself along the latter river as far as its 
influx into the 1.1ississippi t. 'I'hi" demarcation, not exempt from 
the common fault of obscurity that generally pervades the descrip­
tion of original boundaries. recedes therefore from the Apalachinn and 
Allct.,TRny Mountains westward to the Ouabachi or Wabache, leaving the 
intermediate country to Great Britain; and the treaty of 1763, finally 
detcnnined the confines between the dominions of his Britannic Majesty 
and the King of France to be a line drawn along the middle of tht r;ver 
Mississippi, from its source as faf" as the river lberville. and thenc..>e by 
a line drawn through the middle of the Lakes Marepas and }:Jontchatrain 
to the sea. 

'Vith regard to the northern limits of Louisiana.. claimed by the 
:li'reneh as extending to" the ,sf)uthern bounds of Canada. it appears to 
have been especiaUy a subject of negotiation in the spirited diplomatic 
correspondence between the ('ourts of England and Fmnce in 1761, 

bew 'ar such a claim could be recognised. Mr~ Pitt denied the adU1is~ 
';bility of the pretmoions advant-ed by tbe Due de~hoiseul on behalf 

• Smith'. 'History 01 c.ru.da. vol. i. p. 209-10. 
t Antwer flf E~ to tile ultimatum of Fruce. 1761.. Collection of Treatiea, ~vol. jji, 
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of France, and asserted the neutrality of the country lying between 
Canada and Louisiana, which was oC(:llpied by numerOUR independent 
Indian tribes, over which neither crown should exercilW the right of 

M>vereignty -. 
Such were the boundaries of the Io:nglish and French possessions in 

America, previous to tht" peace of 1783, by which we find that the New 
England plantations, of which .Maine was the easternmost, were bounded 
on the east by the Kennebec, and on the we&t by the .Mississippi. It 
was not until the treaty of Paris in 1783 that the northern limits of the 
country, recently ullder the dominion of Great Britain, and which had 
now become an independent state. were ever defined. Nor does it appear 
to have been necessary in a national point of view up to that period, the 
whole of the continent from Louisiana, northward and eastward. to thE: 
Arctic sea and the borders of the Atlantic, having been e",cJusi,'cJy under 
the sovereignty of the l'ro'wn of England, during the interval between 
the conquest of Canada in 1759 and the recognition uf American inde­
pendence in 1783. 

By the treaty of 1783 the United States were divided from the British 
and French dominions in America, on the w('st, by the river :Mississippi 
from its souc('e to the SP of north latitude, thence, by a line drawn due 
east on that latitude to the river Apalachicola or Catahouche, up the 
middle thereof to its junction with ."lint river, tbence by a straight line 
to the head of St. Mary's river and down the middle of that river to the 
Atlantic Ocean: on the east. by the river St. Croix to its source, and a 
line due north from thence to the highlands: towards the north. first, by 
such IlIt~rsected highlands which divide the waters of the ocean froOl 
those of the gulf:t, rivers, and bays in that part of the continent, 38 far 88 

the north-westernmost head of the Connecticut river; secondly, down 
that river centrally to the 45" of latitude; thirdly, by that parallel until 
it strikes the river Iroquois, Cataraqui or 8t. Lawrence; and, fourthly, 
by a line continuinj! westward through that river and the great lake. to 

the north-westemm""t point of the Lake of the Wood.; and theoce, on a 
line due west, to the Missi.llippi. But it w .. afterward. found that .uch 

• NrcotiatioDa for the PNOII of 1768.. 
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R line would never strike the river, as its highest waters did not extend 
beyond lat. 47' 36' north, whilst the point of the Lake of the 'W 00<18, 
whence the line was to depart, stood in lat. 49" 20' north, and therefore 104 
geographical miles further north than the sour(.'C of the Mi&sissiVpi. The 
fourth article of the treaty of J.Jondon in 1794 provided for the amicable 
adjustment of this anomaly, but its intentions were never carried into 
effect; and the subject came under the consideration of Lord Holland 
aud the late Lord Auckland, on one side. and .Mr. Munroe and l\fr. 
Pickering 011 the other, during the negotiations of 1806. The British 
negotiators contended that the nearest line from the l.ake of the Woods 
to the Mississippi was the ooundary, 3(.'COrding to the true intent of the 
treaty of 1783; the Americans in!>isted that the line was to run due west, 
and, since it never could intersect the MiRsissippi, that it must Tun due 
west across the whole continent * ! 

This untenable interpretation of the treaty and the extravagance 
of the American ~aims must appear manifest; as all pretensions they 
started at that time to any portion of the country west of the Missis­
sippi must have been perfectly gratuitous and unsupported, their ac­
knowledged boundaries westward then being the :Mississippi itself, But 
the subsequent acquisition of 1.ouisiana by the United States checked 
all decisive measures relative to boundaries, which might have compro­
mised their territorial claims. or, to use the words of an American 
publication, attributed to an eminent statesman t, in assigning a rea<;on 
for the non-ratification of the convention, U lest it should be supposed 
that something was thereby surrendered of what they had purchased 
under the name of Louisiana," 

It will be recollected, that in negotiating the treaty of 1763, the 
British mi~ster asserted thE" neutrality of a section of country situate 
betw_ Conada and Louisiana, although no boundary had yet been 
definitively ... igned to the former, nor had any then been clearly esta­
bli,hed for the Jalt... The convention between hi. Britannic majesty 
IDd the United state. of America, eigned at Londl, in October, 1818, 
eeem.. hower:er, to have .let at reet any questi<'ll that might arise relative 
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to the existence of such an intervening section of country, and di8tinctly 
fix~ the boundary betw£>en the dominions of Great Britain and the 
U oited States in this part of A merieR to be" a line drawn from the most 
north-western point of the Lake of the Wood., along the forty-ninth 
parallel of north latitude, or if the said point shall not be in the said 
forty-ninth paralle) of north latitude. then by a line drawn from the said 
point due north or south, as the case may be, to the said parallt.>l. and 
from the point of intersection, due west, along and with the said parallel, 
to the Stony Mountains - ." 

By the third article, the country on the north.west coast of Arne. 
rica, westward of the Stony Mountains, is left free and open for the 
term of ten years, from the date of the convention, to the vessels, citizens, 
and subjects of the two powers. without. ncvertheless, qjfocting thereby the 

claim8 wllielt either l!f the ro"tractillg parties 'might have to any porli07t qf 
I"ell cotUit,.!!. In 1828 the term thus limited expired, without any set­

tlement ha,ring been previously made to determine *hat should there­
after be considered the partition of the territory on the shores of the 
north Pacific, and Great Britain and the United States now rest their 
respective claims on that section of the continent upon the sanction and 
authority of first discovery and occupation. Nor does the question 
depend upon these two governments alone. as may be seen by the cor­
respondence that took place in 1822 between the Chevalier de Politics, 
the Uussian minister, at Washington, and the American secretary of 
state, by which the imperial crown of Russia distinctly claims the 
north.west coast of America, from Bhering's Strait to the M- of oorik 
latitude. It would even push its pretensions as far south as the W of 
north latitude, but finallyad"l'u the 61", upon the principle of a fair 
compromise, and the circumstance that this point it equUli .... nt from 
the Russian settlement of Novo Archangelsk, OD the one lide, and the 
United States' settlement, at Columbia river. on the o&her. Tbul it 
would appear, that, disregarding the undeniable rights of the BritWI go; 
vemment on the l!brth American ah_ of the Pacific, """'cled upoll 
the anterior and well-known diacoveri .. of Cook, V _ and -"-

• An.1L 
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kenzie, Russia and the United Stares - would proceed to the discussion of 
their exclusive jus clominii. and deliberately apportion to themselves an 
extensive territory, which, on the face of every geographical delineation 
of America, bears evidence of its being a British discovery, surveyed and 
explored by British officers and su~jects. and whose bays, rivers, islands, 
and hills are universally known by English names, several of which were 
distinguished by the discoverers with tht! names of the then royal family 
of Great Dritain. 

In referring to the history of Russian discoveries between Asia 
and America, as well as to the geographical delineation of them under 
the direction and authority of the imperial academy of sciences at St. 
l >etersburg, we find that they w~re chiefly confined to the exploration 
of the archipelago of islands, by which the sea of Kamtschatka is bounded 
to the southward, and that when Captain BheTing discovered !\-fount 
Elias in latitude 58° 28' t north, and Tscherikoff discovered what he 
supposed to be the American coast in latitude 56° l north, it was then 
very doubtful whether the~e points WE're insular or oontinentalf. Sub­
sequent voyages of British explorers, it is true, have removed these 
doubts, and proved that llhering's :Mount St. Elias was really on the 
continent; but they also established, that 1'scheriko1F's discovery in lati­
tude 56~ must have been an island. At ?vIollnt St. Elias should, therefore. 
terminate the pretensions of Russia on the north_west coast of America; 
south of this point no ostensible grounds can be advanced in support of 
its claims on the continent; nor, indeed, could they well be sustained, even 
to the island touched at by Tscherikoff, as it is "cry doubtful how far so 
naked and superficial a recognition of land could be considered sufficient 
to bear out a claim to territories or constitute any species of possession. 

But if tb. claims of Russia appear to go beyond what their su b­
stantial d.ieooveriet and possession warrant, those of the United States are 

• The boundary between theee two powen was &ettled by convention, dated April 5, 1814, 
iU1Cl II bed at the 54th degree of latitude. Wu Gt-eat Britain a pa'\f to thia convention? 

t Con'. Aoooant 01 Ru.iaa DilOOwriee. p, 277. Vide Nouvde Carte des Decouvertt'S 
fah:e. par del V.i_lIx &.e. au COtes inconnu. de J'Arnerique, dres&6e lur des Memoires 
~~~ O!'U ,ui eQtallil&& i "" Deeoul'ertel. &c. a l' Academie de Sciences, St. Peters-
...... 1.,.' 

t l!*L p.'lI9I. . 
ci 
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extravagant in the extreme, and wholly without foundation. In 1783, 
when that vast and flourishing republic first became a free and inde­
pendent statc, its dominions, as defined by the treaty of peace~ were 
bounded to the westward by the Mississippi. Until their acquisibon. of 
Louisiana, in 1803, they could not legitimately start any pretensions to 
the t'Ountry beyond that river. founded upon the faith of treaties. It is 
only since the date of the recent exploring surveys of Captains Clarke 
and Lewis, in 1804, 1805, and 1806, that they can claim any portion of 
the north-west coast of America under colour of discovery or occupancy. 
It is believed, however, that they also rely upon the trading voyage 
performed by l\fr. Gray, in the American vessel that gave its name to 
the Columbia, also known by the name of Oregan river, some time 
antecedently to the surveys of Vancouver in 1792; but the total inac~ 
cura{'y of his sketch of the mouth of that river induced a belief, not only 
that he never saw, but never was within five leagues of it-. Lieutenant 
Broughton, who had been left by Vancouver, to explore this part of the 
coast, whilst he pro{'eedcd to another, did not 'hesitate, therefore, previous 
to his departure, to take formal possel)sion of the river and the country 
in it."l vicinity, in his Rritmmic majesty's name, having, as he states, 
•• every reason to believe, that the subjects of no other civilized nation 
had ever entered that river before t." But if it be insisted, that this 

• barc recognition of land, merely, perhaps, from a ship's deck, be an 
adl.'quate ('Iuim to discovery, it will not be denied that the voy.ages 
of Captain Cook, iu 1778, along the American shores of the Pacific, 
abundantly establish the priority of the British claims to those of the 
United States upon tllat coast; llis discoveries baYing extended liS 

far :louth as Cape Gregory, in latitude 4S0 SO' north, and -much further 
north than the entrance of Columbia river: and, in 1795, Sir Alexander 

Mackenzie traversed the western section of the contineqi to the shores of 
the Pacific, where he inscribed his name on a rock, with the date of 
hig discovery, latitude 52 ' 20' 48" north t . 

• Vancouver, vol. ii, p.OO. t Ibid. 
! This spot he found to bt· thl' eheekofVanQOUver's ~CIUllIl. )bdc:eui.· .. y~ 

p.349. . , • 
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A thriving settlement was soon afterwards fanned at Columbia 
river, under the direction and auspk'es of the Canadian north-west com­
pany, in direct communication with their settlements in Canada, and 
their inlalld trade extended southward, to the Spanish settlements of 
California, and northward, to those of the Russians at New Archangel. 
Up to the period at which tht: north-west company became merged in 
the Hudson's Bay company. they had upwards of three hundred Cana,.. 
dians employed in the fur trade between the Rocky :Mountains and the 
sea, and. in fact, carried on an extensive export trade by the J>acific, from 
territories that appeared to them undeniably to be, as they really were, 
a part of the British dominions·. 

The rights of Great Britain were, moreover, distinctly acknowledged 
by Spain in the convention agreed to bf'tween the courts of London 
and Madrid shortly before Vancouver left the shores of England for 
America. Depredations had been committed by Spaniards in 1789 upon 
British settlements at Nootka, and the Spanish government, by the con­
ventioJl, restored to the subjects of the Uritish crown the country in 
the vicinity of Nootka Sound, of which they had been thus unlawfully 

dispossessed t. 
'fhe inlStructions from the Board of Admiralty to Vancouver limited 

his discoveries and operations to that part of the cilast lying between the 
800 and 600* of north latitude, and contained positive injun{'tions not to 
explore the conntry south of the lowest latitude mentioned, which might 
then be cOJlsidered the ultimate bounds of the Spanish claims. They 
have since extended their pretensions, and not without just grounds, to 
Cape Blanco, in latitude 420 50' north, at which point it appears they 
have themselves stopped a~ their northern boundary on the sl).ores of 

the Pacific I. 
The llRITISH POSSESSIONS in NORTH AMERICA are, therefore, 

divided from the adjoining territories of foreign states, whether under 
the authority of treaties or the right of first discovery and occupancy, 
by tbe following line of boundary. more particu!&rl"defined on the geo-

4 Niftati .. or ~cea ta the Indian CountriM. 161t1, p.124. 
'1 V .. ....-latnfd ..... Y01. t. p. xviii. t [bid. 
, o..i~ be .... 6e Ruuir.n ~ pel the American Becretary of Bwte, 1822. 
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• • map accompanying this work, viz. from the mouth of the 

river St. Croix, in Passam~uoddy Bay. to its source·' thence b north 
meridional line forty -one miles to the highlands; along those hig~8 
west ard to the north-westernmost d of Connecticut river; down tbe 

• What ahould be deemed the I01llCe of the St. Croix wu determined by oommiulonen 
in 1798. under the treaty of 1794 j and tlte poiDt wheDce the due north line hould be 
tarted, the latitude being 450 48' 8" north, was depoted by a cedar stake or picket, marked T. 

XVIII. T., !bund at the head of a small stream. Five feet two inches BOuth of it a yellow 
birch, about five feet eight inches in diameter, leaning to the east, was hooped with iron. A 
cedar log, at the foot of the birchl lying north-east and south-west, bears on the 8011th-eaat side 
" 1797. SILVANUS A WYER." In ,examining the rind of the blazed or marked trees, the 
layers of bark were found to correspond exactly with the date deciphered. In 1817 the United 
, tates' surveyor and hi Britannic l\fajesty's surveyor-general, under the treaty of Ghent, 
opened their operations under the 5th article by erecting a new monument a few feet north 
of the former, coDsisting of a cedar post, twelve feet long and eight inches square, with large 
rocks on the east and west side. The following inscription is carved GD the monument :-

North face. 
.. Var. 130 51' 2" west. 

"COL. J08. BoUCHBTTB, H. B. 1\1. urveyor-general." 
South face. 

H JOHN JOHNSON, U. S. surveyor and S. O. V. S." 
East face. 

"NEW BauN8wlCK, July 31,1817." 
West face. 

"UNITED STATlt8, 31st July, 11l17." 
The rocks are marked with the initials thus: 
Eaetern rock. 

uN. B. July 31, 1817. I. B." 
Western rock. 

"U. S. July 31, 1817. J. J." 
From this monument the boundary WIIB departed doe north by the aurveyon jointly, _ 

the ezploring line prolonged, on a true meridional bearing, to the Great WagauaiI, or hI.d 
waters of the Ristigouche, a clt.tanee of njnety-Diu mil., Mar cbaiDa; and .w.poete were 
planted along its whole ex'.ent. The permafleftt line WIll DOt, however, opeDed beyGDd ., 
twentieth mile, and terminated at the l\faduXDekeag ri 

At eeventy-seven miletl, twenty-five chail18. teD. Hisb, the exploring line inteneeted the 
rift!' t. John. passing two miles and a half welt 01 the Brldah mUitary poet. at the Gt'Mt Fan.. 

In 1818 the line wu explored, from the W .... ~ tony-..,. mn. farther DOrtb. 6rmiDg 
a1tapther an extendecllin{ of «me bundred and forty .. mllea of actullDeMUre1D admirably 
adapted aa the base of a aerie. or triangolatiODl, by which the whole of the territory In 
might haTe been ~Uy ~, aad a IIICft It. 
quind, than could be expected bem putial. UDCaIlllleCM 

mipt be the ability with which they may haft beG 
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Connecticut to the 4S0 of north latitude; thence by that parallel of lati-
tude till it strikes the St. Lawrence at St. Regis; thence up the middle 
of the St. Lawrence to Lake Ontario, and through the middle of the 
great lakes and their communicating waters, to the head of Lake Su­
perior; thence to the north-west angle of the Lake of the Woods, in 
latitude 49° 20' north; thence by a line due south till it intersect the 
49° parallel of latitude, and along that parallel to the Rocky Mountains; 
thence along that elevated range of mountains to the latitude 42° 50'; 
and finally upon that parallel of latitude to the Pacific Ocean. On the 
west they may be considered as separated from the dominions of Russia, 
in America, by a line from l\i()unt St. Elias, due north to the Frozen 
Ocean. 

Dy the treaty between the United States and Great Britain, con­
cluded at Ghent in 1814, it was provided that commissioners should be 
appointed by ~oth governments to ascertain and establish, by actual 
surveys and operations, the line of boundary between the territories of 
both states in America, from the source of the river St. Croix to the 
Lake of tbe Woods, in conformity to, and in accordance with, the spirit 
of the treaty of 1783. Commissioners were in consequence severally 
appointed by the two countries, to carry into effect the provisions of the 
4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th articles of the treaty of Ghent; that part of the 
boundary from St. Regis westward being allotted to one set of com­
missioners, under the 6th and 7th articles, and the other part, from t. 
Regis ~tward, to another set, uuder the 4th and 5th articles. 

Under the 4th article, the commissioners agreed to the following 
distribution of the islands in the Bay of Fundy and Passamaquoddy 
Bay:--Grand Manan and the isles east thereof in the Bay of Ji'undy, to­
getber with Campo Bell , Deer and Indian islands, in Passamaquoddy 
Bay, and the minor isles east thereof, were left to Great Britain; Moose 

d and the mi or iales south and north-west of it remaining within 
J • of the Vi States. 

June, 18ii, the commissioners fi the settlement of 
t. gis made t ir joint report to their re. 

bly adjusted and detennined so 
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• • much of the frontier limits of both territories as fall under the 6th 

article of the treaty. Beginning at a stone monunJPnt erected by Andrew 
Ellicott, Esq., i.n the year 1817, on the south bank or shore of the river 
St. Lawrence *, to indicate the point at which the 45th parallel of north 
latitude strikes that river' the line runs north 35° 00' 45" west into the 
river, at right angles to the southern shore, to a point 100 yards south of 
the oppo ite island, called Cornwall I land; from which point it turns 
westerly, and is carried, a near as circumstances could admit, through the 
middle of the rivers, lakes, and water communications to the head of Lake 
Huront. The immense multitude of islands di persed, not only in the . . 
St. Lawrence, but at the discharge of the straits or rivers that connect 
the great lakes, must have rendered the adjustment of this section of the 
boundary exce sively. intricate and embarrassing, especially a many of 
the islands were no doubt important as points of military defence or 
commercial protection on tIle frontier, that either party would naturally 
be anxious to retain t. The relinqui hment of Barnhart's Island by the 
British commis ioner , from its throwing the navigable channel of that 
section of the St. Lawrence exclusively within the American dominions, 

• This monument bears south 74.0 45' west, aud is 1840 yards distant from the stone church 
iII the Indian village of St. Regis. 

t ee the report of the commissioner, Appendix (No. 1.) 

~ The islands most worthy of note from their magnitude or importance, that fall within 
the British dominions, are Cornwall and Sheik's Island; the Nut Islands; Cusson, Ducic, 
Drummond, and Sheep Islands; Rowe's, Grenadier, and Hickory Islands, and Grand or Long 
I land, all in the t. Lawrence; the Duck J lands in Lake Ontario; Navy Island in N~ 
1 iver; in Lake Erie, Middle Island, tbe Hen and Chickens, the Eastern and l\liddl(' Sisten ; 
in Detr(j~t river, Isle au Boi Blanc, Fighting or Great Turkey I land, and }"Ie a la Peche; 
Squirrel Island in Lllke t. Clair ; Belle Riviere Isle and Isle nux Cerfs in river St. Clair; and 

t. Joseph's I laud in Lake Huron. 

Within tlle limits of the United States are included Barnhart'. Island, Low('r and Upper 
Long Sault I lands, Cbrystler's, GO<ItIe-neck, nnd muggIer's Islands, IaIe au Rapide Plat; moat 
of the Gallop Islands; Tick, Tibbet, Chimney, Gull, and Bluff Islands; Wella, Grindstone, 
and Carleton Islands, all in the t. Lawrence; Grenadier, Fox, Stony, and Gollop lalaJuJl in 
Lake Ontario: Goat, nd, and Beaver I lands, and Strawberry, Squaw, and Bird Ialanda in 
Niagara river: Cuunin am Island, the three Bass Island., and the Western Sister, in lAke 
Erie: Sugar, Fox, nnd Stony I lands, and Hog bland, in the Detroit river: Heraon's bland in 
river St. Clair i and in Lake HUTOn, Drummond's Island and Iale 1\ la eTOIle 
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was considered an important sacrifice; but the exclusive possession of 
Grand Isle; which wa left to Great Britain, was esteemed an adequate 
equivalent for its surrender. 

The operations in virtue of the seventh article do not appear to 

have yet terminated, and the precise boundary from the head of Lake 
Huron to the north-west extremity of the Lake of the Woods remains 
still undefined, beyond the description of it contained in the general 
terms of the treaty. 

In determining the geographical boundary between St. Regis and 
the Connecticut river, it was soon discovered tl)at the original de­
marcation of the 45tb parallel of north latitude widely deviated from the 
true course of that parallel, the position of which was carefully ascer­
tained by the joint observations of the Briti h and American astronomers 
employ d on that service in 1818 *. It was fonnd that the pre-existing 
line was drawn almo t wholly north of the true geographical bearing of 
that circle of latitude. The astronomical observations taken at different 
stations have yielded the following results: They proved that at St. 
Regis the old line was actually 1875 feet, statute measure, north of 
the 45° of north latitude, and that Ellicott's line was 80 feet too far 
north of the tnle parallel. At French l\-lills the aberration of the old 
from the new line was found to be 154 feet, the former lying north 
of the latter; two miles and a half farther east from thence the new 
line inter ected the old, and traver ed to the south, until it reached 
Chateauguay river, where its greatest southing measured 975 feet. 
At Rouse's Point, on the shores of Lake Champlain, a considemble 
difference was discovered; the new boundary passing 4576 feet south 

*" It is highl desirable nnd important, for the peace and welfare of the frontie inhabitants 
of both countrie , that th boundary, thus determined and fixed at various points by astronomical 
obllervations, hould be aetually traced and conspicuously marked in the field, and mil -posts 
planted throughout it extent. ubstantial stone mODuments should also be erected at different 
stations: at St. Regis; Ralmon river; 'the Chateauguay; the road a Odell TowD; on the 
bordertJ of the Richelieu and Missisqui Bay; at Stan tend i and on lhe onnecticut river; that 
DO doubt might thereafter aria d to the limits of both territo:-ies. It is presumed that such a 
III! c1eraarcati0il of the bounduy could be sanctioned. by the local lCf!.>islatures of the states of 
N_ Grk _ ermont and. tJte provincial government of Lower Canada; the chief stations 
Wag already u&roDoIDiclally eatabli hl'd under the authority of th treaty of Ghent. 

D 
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of the former, and involving in the relinquishment of the triangular 
tract of territory thus formed, an Americo.n furt, which has been 
neglected since, and is now in ruins. From the shores of Mississqui 
bay to the Connecticut river, the old line lies universally to th. north 
of the true boundary, forming an elongated gore of land, stretching 
along the whoi extent of the frontier townships, from St. Armand to 
H~reford -, 

'flms far the interpretation of the 5th article of the treaty suffered 
no difficulty. and its provisions were substantially carried into effect; 
but in the execution of the remaining part of the service, from the head 
of Connecticut river to the source of the St. Croix, momentous differences 
have ari!)cn between both governments, involving the adverse possession 
of upwards of 10,000 square mil('s of territory, wbieh the concurring 
weight of the spirit of the treaty of 1783, the broad principles of pnbUc 
justice that govern the constn1('tion of international compacts, superadded 
to the weight of satisfactorily proved possession, establish as the unde~ 
niable and indefeasible ri~ht of the crown of Great Britain. In stating 
that the spirit of the treaty of 1783 is favourable to the British claims. it 
is by no means intended to ('oncede the point that its letter is the reverse j 
but, as any person acquainted with the geography of the country in dis­
pute must knnw, the utter impossibility, from physical causes, of drawing 
a line of boundary such as described by the wording of the treaty, throws 
the parties exclusively upon its intent and meaning, which avowedly 
(''Ontemplated '" reciprocltl advantage. and muttud confJenienu," and ~ 
ceeded ., UpUIl prillciples '!f liberal equity and reciprocity, to the exclu~ 
of all partioladvulltllges," and the promotion of" peryettllll pe«e" bet;A8ieJi 
both countries. 

These adverse claims have become the subject of foreign umpirage; 
and have been laid before his majesty the King of the Netherlattdl, 
together with the arhruments urged on behalf of both governments in 
support of their respective assumptions. To enter here at length ~ 
the discussion of~he question would, therefore, appear a talk of ,upeIIf-

,. Theee abcrrationa of the boundaTy on ~ 46th parallel of BOrth IMitwit ........... 
the author in 181G, BIIIl pMtially ttated by him in hi. t,rmet 1NI'& -'.1ltp ~'tl. 
Lower Callada, II. 278. • ~. . . 
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rogation. since such a reference. the negotiations of which have closed, has 
rendered any ulteriorinvestigation unnecessary. But it cannot, however, 
be deemed either digressive, or an officious anticipation or the decision of so 
important a matter, a8 connected with the strerigth and preservation ofthe 
British American provinces, if, in professedly describing the boundari~ 
between the territories of distinct powers, the merits of these repugnant 
claims should be succinctly considered, whatever matIL the award of 
the crowned head to whose wisdom and equity the settlement of the 
momentous difficulty has been amicably referred. 

To compass at one glance the leading points, out of which have 
grown the arguments reJied upon by the U oited States, it may be 
stated, that the whole weight of their claim rests upon three grounds: 
first, the letter of the treaty of 1783, which, they assert. supports their 
claim; secondJy, the circumstance of Mitchell's map having been, as is 
presumed, bp.fore the commissioners who negotiated that treaty; and, 
thirdly, the existen('"e of highlands, where they place the north"west 
angle of Nova Scotia and their north-eastem boundary. 

To these grounds of support, or the inferences that would be drawn 
from them, a direct denial is given by the supporters of the British 
claim, and the question distinctly stands at issue. Let us, therefore, 
take up the points in their order, and briefly consider their merits and 
their refutation. 

The words of the treaty are the following: "From the north-west 
angle of Nova Scoti~ viz. that angle wbich is formed by a line drawn 
due north, from the source of the river St. Croix to the highlands; along 
the- said highland~ which divide those rivers that empty themselves into 
the river St. Lawrence frOID those which fall into the Atlantic Ocean, 
to the north~westemmost head of Connecticut river," &c. This de­
mption, it is eontelxled by the agents of the American government, 
\Jean out their 888umption of a boundary, which, crossing the St., John, 
is pushed northward from the source of the St. Croix to a point in or 
I'K!V the 48" of north latitude, within forty-one miles at the St. Lawrence, 

~.rds of eighty miles north of the latitude of Quebec, and there­
the whole extent of the vast peninsula formed 

Lawrence, and tbe gulf. From this point 
ni 
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turning westward, after baving divided, by their meridional Hne, the 
waters of the gulf from those of the "'Ocr St. Latwence-( what here be­
comes of the kiter of the treaty ?)-they proceed along the table land, 
where the sources are found, not of riven .. falling into the Atlantic 
Ocean on one side and the St. Lawrence on the other," but of riven dis.­
charging them.j:es southward into the St. John, and northward into the 
St. Lawrence. e, again, what becomes of the mere tetter of the treaty? 

That the British boundary from Mars Hill westward is. in a mwsure, 
open to the same objection, and equally irreconcilable with the express 
language of the treaty, in respect to the division of waters, it is not 
intended fully to deny; but it is abundantly suffirient to prove, by facts 
beyond the power of conlr.tdiction, that the letter of the treaty of 1188 
has described a boundary, which the physical and hydrographical di. 
visions of the country to be divided. rendered it utterly impossible su~ 
stantial1y to co;tablish. Thus are the partie"! necessarily thrown, for a 

fair and honest interpretation of the treaty, upon its a\'owed motives, its 
principle, and its spirit. That these should all concur in yielding their 
whole weight to sustain the Britibh claims to their fullebt extent, will 
appear evidcnt to an impartial umpire. from the introductory language 
of the treaty, and an inspection of the map of the disputed ter.ritory. 

"Liberdl equity and reciprocity," and" mutual convenience and 
arlvantll.ges," are terms that adequately explain the natufe of the motives 
which dlctated the treaty, and point out, at the same time, quite as 
emphatically. tbe spirit in which its provisions. in cases of ambiguity, 
were to be afterwards interpreted. Its obvious meaning and inteinioll, 
in divul;Ilg waWR at their head§, were to give exclusively to each country 
the whole extent of rivers flowing within their respective "dominions, 
from their sources to their mouths. This was important. firat, because, 
in a comlocrcial point of view, such an undivided 11k' of rivers by the 
inhabitant~ of the respective states was of the greatHt moment to their 
welfare, peace, and tranquillity, and well calculated to avoid all uaeed; 

of discord;" and kcondly. under a military upec1, lucb an e:r:ciu ... 
possession of water·cour~(:s by either power, rendered each, leu <?P8ft to 
invasion. by the arms of the other; and benee has it been trUl .. ·~, 

• Comiderutionl on the nonlwMt 1xN.nd.ry u.. ' 



BOUNDARIES. 21 
• 

that an arcifinifU boundary was contemplated, which might serve both 
countries for mutual defence, without giving to either party the advan­
tages for attack, and "especially of that whose dominions were most 
likely, as distant possessions, to be invaded." Will it then be boJdly 
asserted, that a line bisecting the St. John river nearly into two equal 
parts, leaving the upper half to the U oited States and the lower half to 
Great Britain, is in unison with the true spirit of thJ'l.eaty? Will it 
be contended, that a line running within a few (at some points only nine) 
statute miles along the shores of the St. Lawrence, and embrucing within 
its limits by far the greater portion of the vast peninsula already described, 
lying west of the meridian line. from the source of the St. Croix, is con­
sonant with its obvious sense and principle? Such a boundary must, 
on the' contrary, appear decidedly repugnant to the spirit of the treaty, 
and wholly inconsistent with its dcl'lal'ed object. the convenience and 
advantage of both governments. 

To maintain their unjustifiable construction of the treaty, the advO­
C"d-res of the American side of the question attach much adventitious 
importance to the circumstance of Mitchell's map, publisl\ed in 1755, 

baving been before the negotiators of the peace in 1789, and hence they 
gratuitously infer that the boundaries, as tllereupon delineated, must 
have governed the verbal description contained in the treaty. But 
no evidence of the fact is adduced; nor is it to be presumed that 
Mitchell's was the only map under the consideration of the plenipoten­
tiaries. If on this subject it were allowed at all to speculate on pro­
babilities. it would, on the contrary, be very presumable that maps or the 
later conquests of Great Britain in America, were before them at the 
time, and that it was in end~vouring to reconcile the discrepancies that 
existed on the face of those several m.ps in the delineation of the ori­
ginal boundaries of Canada or Nouvelle France, Acadia, and Nova Scotia, 
that .""k ambiguity crept into the .«'Ond article of the treaty. 

But there i. one fact which impugns the whole weight that has been 
10 ltudiouaIy attached to Mitchell'. map. Upon it, t~ western boundary 
at li{ova Scotia io .... ried to the very shores of the St. Lawrence: here 
~J.·*·;'W'M<lhe ,,-.. .... t ""'lIe of Nov~ Scotia under its authority. 
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So absurd an assumption would be altogether .. nteDahle in tbe face of 
the treaty of 1788: and the fact clearly prov .. that the NOllTH-:u.T 
angle of New England, as marked on that map. was never intended, at 
IIIat poi1fl to adjoin the NORTH-WEST angle of Nova Scotia, for the new 
formation of which the treaty expressly provides, when it say., vis. 
" That angle which is fonned by a line drawn due north from the source 
of the St. Croix" the highlands." Hence we may fairly infer tllat the 
boundaries contemplated by the commissioners at the framing of the 
treaty were di1ferent to those laid down on the map in question. 

It is also a circumstance -worthy of remark, which throws some light 
on the character of Mitchell's map 8S inft.uencing the determination of 
such a controveny. that Governor Pownall, whose name is to be seen 
upon it, had been captain-general and governor in chief over the four 
New England colonies, and very naturally extended the line that was to 
separate his government from the French possessions in North America, 
to the nearest point he could with any tolerable plausibility; whilst 
the French government were not wanting in setting up claims equaJ.Jy 
extravagant in the other direction. 

The bare fact of the existence of highlands at the point at which 
the. American commissioners would place the north-west angle of Nova 
Scotia and their nortb...eastern boundary can avail them nothing, either 
under the letter or the spirit of the treaty. To avail them under ill 
kIkr, upon which alone they seem so oonfidently to have hinged all their 
reliaoce, such highlands mlllt be shown to divide the walien of the _ 
from those of the St. Lawrertee; but, far from doing thil, they oeponte, 
or fIlther ..., found about tbe 801lJ'Ce1I of riven falling, first, iDto the 
opposite direetion of tbe :s.., 'If CIwJ.e. .. and the &. ~, "'!'io 
""""Ddly, into the 81. ~ and the St. Jolla. 

That sucb a fact oould suatain their oIaim UDder the IpiriI of the 
_ty b .. , it is believed, been .bown to be iJDpMoibie from the cIirect 
violation it would evidently carry with it of tbooe priucit>* <tl1llUtual 
H convenience," "Itlnntoge," and H recipJoei.ty" by "bleb it "II .... 
teuedly dictated. . 

It is abo contended that tbe JIDe <tl bouDdory •• liII-: 1If~-
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United States is justified by the physical elation of the country; and it 
haa been the peculiar study of an able American writer and topographer". 
in a work entitled" A S"NJCY qf Maine," accompanied by an excellent 
map of that state. and a volume of geological pro6Jes and elevations, 
published in 1829.-to prove that such was the case. 

Up to 1817. when the field operations under the 5th article of the 
treaty of Ghent were commenced. the knowledge of tIltract of territory 
in dispute was but very imperfect, and chiefly restricted to those parts 
which lie in the immediate vicinity of the mail route of communication 
by Lake Temiscouata, bt>tween Canada, New Brunswick, and NO\t& 
S('.otia; the rest being R dense forcst. which had hitherto been traversed 
only by savage tribes in the prorecution of their hunting pursuits. 
Since that period, explorations and sun'eys were performed under the 
authority of both governments, which have in a great measure supplied 
the deficiency j although the contradictory delineations of the face of 
the country, that have resulted from the operations, subsequently to 

1817, have materially affected the weight to be attached to their au· 
thenticity. 

It is not intended in thi& pla.ce~ to enter upon the description of the 
tract thus claimed by a foreign state, as it will come under the general 
account of the province of Lower Canada; but m(1J'eJy to examine its 

locality, in 80 far as it affects the pretensions of the adverse claimants. 
Taking then the geological aspect of this territory from the elaborate 

topographical description of it hy Mr. Greenleaf. decidedly tile best 
extant, we find, that if the greatest .. 1D888" t of elevated land between 
the St. Lawrence and the ooean, be found to the northward of the St. 
John; yet 'be ~t pB.OaU:NENT FEATURES OF THE COUNTR.Y, AND THE 

HIGKlt81: '0011:" are to the -0. of that rive<l. and almost equi-distant 
from the .hOl ... of the Atlantic and the St. Lawrence. That the land 
IJioc bet_ tile St. Lawrenee and the St. John forms an elevated 
II&llla ,I.in, • ja not attempted, 10 deny. We wiah here to get at truth 
~ "'''''''m oil poRUM infonoation. But,! ... uming that the 
eli .... 'II tho _ at tae rivet'S St. Lawrence and St. John oould 

t Sarooy elK ..... P. ~. ; Ibid. r. 56, 
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operate favourably in support of the American pretenaions, this high 
table-land does not, in poi,.t qf .fact, divide the streams Bowing in opposite 
directions. It is the seat (if such an expression may be used) of their 
sources; and the eminences that are found about these head. waters ge­
nerally rise along the lXl1lu of the ri vers, and seldom or never separate 
their springs; which circumstance imparts to this tract of country a pe­
culiarity of cha"'er that can fiodno analogy in the tenns of the treaty of 
1789, and cannot, certainly, be successfu1ly insisted upon as the bowulary 
contemplated by it. 

The river St. John is described as .. exhibiting in a striking light the 
singular fact of the passage of a large river in an elevated canal, along 

tke hack, and nearl!l at tile 3ummitJevel, of the lofty table-land, of which, 
in this part of its course, the main ridge, or height of land, between the 
Atlantic and the St. Lawrence consists .... This is admitted, and it is 
equally well k1;I0lYll' that the largest rivers that discharge themselves into 
the St. John, a~ the forks at Madawaska, flow from the south-west, 
and must necessarily descend from a higher to a lower level, from their 
sources to their junctions with it. It must, therefore. appear evident, 
that the country, at the heads of the Allegash and other streams that 
fall into the St. John from the southward, must be higher than the bed 
of the St. John itself, at least below the junction of tbe west branch 
with the 'V' alloostook, or main St. John, which flows from thence la 8 

gentle current. This general superiority of Jocal elevation, superadded 
to the acknowledged pre..eminence of the mountains of that IeCtion of 
the tract, above the summit of any otber bill. between tbe ocean ancl tile 
st. Lawrence,-and in which higblands alone the 80Urcet of the riven 
descending to the Atlantic are to be found,-mult be eonclusl ... 8j!8inot 
the American pretensions, and strongly support tJte substantial rigbt and 
claim. of Great Britain to the boundary it ... um ... 

With respect to the rigbts of Great Britain, founded upon _ of 
(M*08Sion and IOvereignty. it i. ootorioua, that, for y_ the Britioll 
mail was uninterrn\>tedly carried througb the territory DOW claimed by 
tbe United States, and that through it,. oonatant, -. IIb4 t>I1h111! ..... 

• 8gryq of 1Wae, po 78. 
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munication was kept up between Canada and the gulf and sea-board pro­
vinces of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. British veteran pensioners, 
after the ~ar of 1775, were located by the government of Canada to 
lands on the Madawaska river, and on the portage of Tcmisoouata, which 
was opened at public expense by the British government. As far back as 
1683., the French government granted the fiefs ~1adawaska and Temis­
couata, as being within the limits of Canada, to Sieur Antoine Aubert 
and David J~achenaye, the original proprietors; and those seigniories 
are now in tlle occupancy of British subjects, governed by British laws, 
and under British protection. 

The vigorous but nugatory attempts made by the local government 
of l\fassachusetts, in 1828 and 1829. to warp Great Britain out of the pos­
session of the tract of country occupied by the ?tfadawaska settlement, are 
well known, and merely served to establish, in the course of a legal investi­
gation in the courts of justice of New Brunswick, the..kwfragabl(, rights 
of the British crown, to exercise sovereignty over thall'ction of country 
and its inhabitants, under, at least, the authority of actual possession 
and occupancy. It waR legally proved, that the inhabitants of that set­
tlement not only recognised Britisb ollegiance. conformed to the militia 
laws, and looked up to the colonial courts of justice for the recovery of 
debts, and redress of wrongs. but exercised the franchises of British sub­
jects, by voting at elections, and being represented in the local legislatures 
of the provinces t. 

In devoting a few pages to the consideration of so momentous a 
subject to the interests of the mother country, as the boundaries of her 
British dominions in America, it has by no means been intended to 
review at large the numerous arguments urged in behalf of both powers 
by their respective agents. under the 6th article of the treaty of Ghent; 
but merely to collect, at one view. the prominent features of the question. 
ond the leading poibu upon which either government relied. leaving 
IUeh u are desirous ot • more extensive investigation of the merits of the 

................ R,!"-,,, Ins. foI:lI3. 
t .... ..w..oe ill .... of Dom. Rea II, John Baker, K. D., New Brunswidc; alllO 

",.r., '1 • beN_ • Britieb mjniRer fGr foftip dUn ud Mr. Lawrence, American ........... 
E 
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controversy, to consult the various papers, that have appeared in print 
upon the subject·. 

Should, however. any new argument be bere discovered, or any 
further light have been throw". by these brief' remarks. upon the different 
views that have already been taken of the question, they have uneon.. 
sciously flowed from sources of that truth and reciprocal justice that 
ought to govern the decision of so important a controversy, and which. 
as they form the basis ot' social order and happiness, are no less the 
springs of international peace and prosperity . 

... The chief of these are, "Co..aideratioua on the NorLh-Eutem Boundary, 1826," Jolin 
Hatchard lind Son, London; " The Lt-tters ofVerax,"publisbed at St. John's, New Brunswick; 
th~ able editorial nrticl~ in the Quebec Star, by Andrew Stuart, Esq. ; and an article in the 
North American Review, No. ( ) 1828. 



CHAPTER II. 

Geographical Situation-Extent-and Divisions of the British North American Pos. 
sessions.-North West, and Hudson's Bay, Territories. 

THE British dominions in North America, as bounded in the fore­
g'ling chapteT, lie between 4r 47' and 78° north latitude, or the extreme 
point to which the discoveries have hitl)crto extended, towards the arctic 

pole; and between the meridians of the 52d and 14]st degrees of longi­
tudf:, webt from Greenwich. 

They may be computed. in round numbers, to comprise upwards of 
four millions of geographical square miles of territory ; extending across 
the whole continent, from the Atlantic on the east, to the shores of the 
North Pacific Or"ean on the west. On the parallel of the 49° of north 
latitude, their extreme breadth is about 3066 geographical miles; and 
their greatest depth, from the most southern point of Upper Canada in 
Lake Erie to Smith's Sound in the polar regions, rather lilore than 2150; 

thus embracing a large portion of the shores of the arctic seas, thosf' of 
the Atlantic as far south as Cape Sable in Nova Scotia, and of the 
North Pacific. from latitude 42° 50' north, to Mount St. Elias in latitude 

58° 28' north, according to Bhering. and latitude 6(}0 20' north by sub­
sequent observations. 

Of this immense superfides it may be said. upon an average com· 
putation, that about 700.000 square miles - are covered by water, in. 
cluding the great lakes of the St. Lawrence, which are equally divided 
between Great Britain and the United States, by an imaginary line, 
drown longitudinally through their respective centres. The waters of 
&hia vast region, expanding into lakes of prodigious :nagnitude, or pre­
eipitating themoeives'with awful violence from stupendous heights, are 

• GeosnpId..J. ..n.. ~ UIldant.ood when DOl odlenri. o.preatd. 

E~ 



28 BRITISH NORTH AMEki CA. 

admitted to abound in more extraordinary natura) phenomena than those 
of any other known portion of the globf:'. 

It would be impossible, by a general description, to convey to the 
reader, a clear and comprehensive idea of these extensive dominions as 8 

whole, diversified as is their surface j rising to bold highland ridges or 
solitary mountains, sloping into brond or diminutive valleys. exhibiting 
abrupt cliffs, or undulating in gentle swells; here l.'Overed with impervious 
forests, or opc-Ding into natural meads; there presenting the most abso­
lute barrenness, or the most exuberant fertility. A n thc~f' are varieties 
of aspect, that may naturally be expected to prevail over so extended a 
territory, and are eminently applicable to the ft.'gion under consideration; 
but their mere enumeration, can only im))art to the mind, a very imperfect 
conception of the face of the country. Yet it may be safely asserted. 
that in no brivcn section of the world, has Nature more conspicuously 
displayed her powerful hand, in forming ohjects of sublimity and gran~ 
dellr, or in endowing the earth with properties calculated to subserve 
the wants, and promote the happiness. and well-being of mankind. 

Antecedent to thp year 1791. these vast pmsessions were divided 
into three provincial governments--Quebec, Nova Scotia, and Newfound. 
land-independently of the territory granted by charter in 1670. to the 
merchant adventurers trading to Hudson's Bay. Subsequently the pr().o 
vince vf Quebec, was divided into the provinces of Lower and Upper 
Canada·, and the government of New Brunswick. created out of the 
province of Nova Scotia, whilst a separate legislature was given to St. 
John or Prince Edward's Island, lying in the Gulf of St. Lawren~. 

An obvious division of these extensive dominions presents itlelf, in 
that part of tlleIT. whicll is colonized under established 10dl1 governments, 
and that which is not. or which is at least out of the pale of present civi. 
lization. Referring, therefore, the conside.,.tion of the settled parts of the 
British dominions to ulterior chapters, we will now proceed to give of 
the Indian countries, as correct an idea as may be formed, from the col.. 
lective infonnation arising out of the laborious lurveys performed under 
the direction of tho Canadian North-west Company, in their tradIag 

• By act of tbe parliament uf Gred BritalD, 31 Geo. III. chap. '1. 
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territories, the explorations of the interior by some of its members, and 
the several expeditions that at different times, have penetrated over the 
continent, to the shores of the Hyperborean seas, aud the borders of the 
Pacific Ocean. 

By the NORTH-WEST TERR1TORIES, is generally understood all that 
portion of country extending from the head of Lake Superior. westward 
to the western shores of America, northward to the Frozen Ocean, and 
north-westward to the limits of the territory granted under the Hudson's 
Bay charter. W hat these limits actually are, has long been a subject of 
doubt and difficulty; and created not many years ago, the most inve­
terate and alanning feuds between the rival traders of the north-west 
and Hudson's Day, which led to consequences the most disastrous and 
lamentable. 

The treaty of Utrecht provided for the settlement of the boundaries 
of Hudson's Bay territory; but the measures adopted by the commis­
sioners appointed in pursuance of the lOth artide, appear to have very 
little contributed to the removal of the doubts then subsisting on the 
subject. Referring to :MitcheU's map, where the boundary purports to 
be laid down agreeably to that treaty. we find that the line commences 
at Cape Grimmington on the coasts of Labrador; whence running south­
westwardly it passes to the southward of Lake Mistassin. and follows 
the height of land dividing the waters of the St. LawrenL'e from those 
flowing into James's Bay. This map. induding no part of the country 
west of Lake of the Woods. leaves the principle it lIas established of the 
division of waters, to be foUowed up. on more recent and comprehensive 
delineations of the country. 

Tracing the boundary upon the author·s geographical map of the 
British North American provinces, published in 1815. and upon Arrow­
smith's map of North America, which embraces the whole of the Indian 
territori... the dividing highlands are found to pass at the sources of 
Rut Main, Rupert, Harricanaw, Abitibbi. and Moose Rivers, and the 
various bnmcbe8 01 Albany, Severn, and Hill Rivers; all of wlJich dis­
embogue iIlto Hud¥>n· .. or James·. Bay. leaving the rivers on the oppo­
litA> Ilde. to deocendto the St. Lawrence and tbe great lakes. Reaching 
the bank. <if NeIeon .. lU~. tbe ridge ...... to divide streams at their 
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heads, and is travers~d by the outlet of Lake Winnepeg, which receives 
from the southward the 'Waters of the Red rivt:r, and discharges itself 
through Play Green Lake and Nelson's river, into Hud!K)Il's Bay. West 
of this river, the highlands resume their former (·haracteristic, and rise at 
the sources of llurutwood. Churchill, ann Beaver rivers. In longitude 
112Q west, another range of highlands, lying generally north-east and 
south-west, intercepts the former, and divides the waters of Buffalo Lake, 
from Clear \Vater and Red ,,,mow rivers, and then subsides on the 
southern shore of l.ake W 01138ton. This lake is the summit level of 
the waters flowing from this point into Hudson's Day on one side, and 
the Arctic sea on the other, and is one of the few known instances of a 
Jake with two distinct outlets. Rising on its northern shore, the high .. 
lands take a northerly direction, and skirt the sources of Doobaunt 
river, which, passing through a series oflakes, falls into Chesterfield Inlet. 
Very little is known of them beyond this latitude; but it is probable 
they will hereafter be found, to merge into the range of hills that lie 
Hearly cast and west, and separate the head waters of Copper Mine from 
those of Y cHow Knife river. 

Returning to the vicinity of Lake St. Ann, in the region of Lake 
Superior. another ridge of highlands is found, diverging wuth-westerly 
from the height of land already mentioned, which, after dividing the waters 
of Lake Superior from those of Lake \Vinncpeg, winds round the sour~ 
of the Mississippi, that descends southerly to the Mexican Gulf; and 
the Red river, flowing northerly into Lake Winnepeg. It is along 
these h;ghlands that the Hudson', Bay Company, pretend to eotablilil 
their southern boundary. their claim embracing all that tract of coUJttry) 
included within an irregular line. drawn through the IOUl'CeIi of the 
ri,'ers discharging their waten into Hudson's and James's Bay. 

None. however, of the maps of this section of America, hitherto 
pubUshed, have extended thus faT the boundaries of the Huchon's Bay 
territory. A map published by Bennet in 1770',.containl a distinct de­
lineation of the boundary, along the .ummit of the first-described height 
of land, and, ;n this respect, coincides with MitcheU's map. But, in 
1775, another geogntphical e"h;bit of the country WBI published !>y 
Eman Bowen, which ... ign. the forty-ninth paroIlel of north latitude .. 
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the southern bounds of the Hudson's Bay tract; and this designation 
purports to be laid down, according to the decision of the comrnissioner8 
to whom the subject was referred, under the treaty of Utrecht. 

Whatever may be the merits of the broad territorial claim of this 
powerful company -, it is presumed that it cannot be carried beyond the 
national frontier between the United States and the British possessions. 
constituted in that part of America, by the parallel of tlle forty-ninth 
degree of north latitude. which traverses die Red river, leaving its sourct> 
upwards of one hundred miles to the southward, in about latitude 47" 
north, and therefore within the limits of an adjacent foreign state. 

Having briefly stated the various authorities that have described. 
in their graphical exhibits of America, the bounds and limits of what 
might well be termed, from their vast extent, the dominions of the go­
vernor and company of Hudson's Bay, the territory itself comprised within 
tht!se limits naturally comes under consideration, as one of the great di­

visions that may be assigned, to what is generally known under the ap­
pellation of the Indian countries. The peninsula of Labrador will form 
part of this division; and, for the greater convenience and aptness of de­
scription, all that tract of country lying west of the bounds of Hudson's 
Bay will be divided into four other sections.-thefir8t being comprehended 
between the 49ih degree of north latitude and the highlands north of the 
Saskatchaw," and Beaver rivers, in the average latitude of 56<> north; the 
lecond extending from the latter bounds to the 65th degree of north la.­
titude; and the third from the 65th degree to the Polar Se.; the limits of 
these three divisions on the west, being the Rocky Mountains. The 
fotlrt" division will embrace the whole extent of country belonging toGreat 
Britain, lying between the Rocky Mountains and the Pacific Ocean . 

• The mete1lce of 10 es.temive and absolute a monopoly,_ kind of imperium in imperio,-

11 pngM'IIt with etnbarruan~ta that could not bav .. bef.n foreeeen at the time the charter WIlt 

..... tea..". Charlet U. It arigi .. ,ed at a period, when tht'l free principlea of Eoglieb trade, W!!l't 

IlO$ • ",ell 1UIdemoocl .. tilt)' IJOW are; aDd it would _ be aurpriaill8 it the royal prerogatiVt 

~ flftDtuall, be n:erciled '? recall the charter, alkr making. to the noble IUld commercia: 
pIdIeDea ~, nrr ju.R ... a ftUO'I'Iable oompeu .. tion fUr auch aD abrogation or pri-

'IIlij.. tIoIt - ajor. 
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SECTION I. 

The magnitude of Hudson's Day, and its geographiC'a} inland si ... 
tuation, impart to it much more the character of a mediterranean sea 
than that of one of tho.<re deep indentations of the ocean called by the 
subordinate appellation of bays. Its extreme breadth is about five hun­
dred miles, and its length, including Jam('s's Bay. upwards of seven hun. 
dred and twenty. In surface, it is greater than any of the inland seas of 
Europe or Asia, the Mediterranean only excepted; and it lies nearly be­
tween the same points of l~titude as the naltic. .Tames's Bay itself. is 
nearly two hundred and forty miles deep. by one hundred and forty wide 
at its mouth, in latitude 55G north, between Cape Jones on the east, and 
Cape Henrietta Maria on the west. The coasts are g~nerally high, rocky. 

and rugged, and sometimes precipitous. To the south-westward they 
are lower, and frequently exhibit extensive strands. The depth of water 
in the middle of the bay has been taken at one hundred and forty fathoms, 
but it is probably brreater. Regular soundings have been found froUl 
Cape Churchill, towards the south, and, in that direction, the approach 
to the shore is shoal and flat. Northward, from the same point, sound. 
ings are very irregular. the bottom rocky, and, at Jaw water, reefs of rocks 
are in some parts uncovered, 

Southampton Island is situate at the entrance of the bay. and ex­
tends about two hundred miles north and south; its breadth being nearly 
half its length. It is separated from the western shore, by a channel 
called Sir Thomas Rowe's Welcome, and from Melville's Peninsula by 
the Fro:ten Strait. North..east and east of it, are Fox Channel and the 
mouth of Hudson's Strait, which connects Hudson'. Bay with Davi, 
Strait and the Atlentic Ocean, Mansfield i. the next island of note in 
the bay; and though very inferior to the former in magnitude, its si.. 
tustion, mid..channel between Southampton Island and the sbores of East 
Main. renders it important in 8 nautical point of view. Along the 
.... tern .hores of the bay are ocatlered a multitude of email i.leta and 
rock.; and about one hundred mi1es west of tbetle, i. to be fooDd 

a dangerous chain, called the West Sleepers, stretching almoot in· .. lIIIe 
with Mansfield Island, and said to extend from 57' to 60" 10' north 
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latitude. To the southward of the Sleepers is to be seen 8 cluster of 
broken isles, denominated the Belchers ; but their exact position is not 
accur»tcly ascertained. Numerous islands are dispersed in James BaYt 
the largest of which are Agonises, Carleton, and the Twins. Long Island 
lies off Cape Jones, immediate-Iy without the entrance of the bay. 

The country on the west of both bays has been denominated New 
South Wales. and that on the east, East Main. The interior of the pen. 
insula of Labrador. or New Britain, of which the latter may be con­
sidered to form a part, has been but very superficially explored, except 
by barbarian tribes of wandering Esquimaux, who are characterized as the 
inhabitants of wil~ bleak, and inhospitable regions. That it is traversed 
by numerous rivers, diverging from the interior towards the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence. the Atlantic, the Strait of Hudson. and Hudson's Bay, 
appears indubitable from the number of outletb that have been diSe 
covered along the whole extent of its immense coasts. Its north-E'BStern 
and south..eastern shores are indented by frequent bays and inlets, some 
of which are esteemed of considerable depth. Along the coasts are 
scattered a multitude of small islands, which sometimes afford shelter to 
the bays, whilst they render their BCCE"SS intricate, if not perilouR. The 
chief bays are St. Michael's, Hawke, and Rocky bays. at its eastern eXe 
tremity, and Sandwich, Byron'" and Unity, and the Bay of Hope" Ad. 
vance, on its north-eastern coast. Musquito Bay, Hopewell Channel, 
and Gulf Hazard, are the most conspicuous indentations on the shores of 
East Main. 

At Nain, near Unity Bay, a Moravian settlement is established, 
where missionaries reside, under the direction of the Moravian Missionary 

Society in London, and the most laudable efforts appear to be made by 
that institution to reclaim the Esquimaux from the roost savage barba.­
mm, and lnoulcate the doctrine of revealed religion. 

Between AJbaay Fon and East Main Factory, that stand opposite 
each -Otb., near the bottom of Jam .. ' Bay, and almost in the same iau. 
lade ,.bout U'SO' north) .. veral1arge rivers mingle their fresh stream. 
with tb. ' oaIIoe waten of the bay, having their sou....,., at the remote 
W.o .... "', _ 811d 'three hundred mil .. from their mouth., generally 

l' 
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in lakes, lying to the northward of the height of land which divides 
opposite waters. The principal rivers are six in number, but their 
branches are numerous and of considerable magnitude. Taking them 
in their order, from east to west. they are East Main, or Slade, Rupert'~ 
Harricanaw, \\Test, Moose. and Albany rivers. At the mouth of the first 
is situated ERNt l\lain Factory, whence a broken communication is kept 
up by the river, small lakes. and creeks, with Lake l\'1isstassin. in 5()11 .w' 
north latitude, and about two hundred and fifty miles }~.S.E. of the 
fa<.-tory • 

Lake Missta.,.o;in is worthy of particular notice, as well on account of 
its extent, as for the singularity of its shape, forming almost three distinct 
lakes, by the prominent projC'Ction, from its extremities towards its centre, 
of elongated points, that approach within twenty or thirty miles of CDC.'h 
otber. Its extreme length is upwards of seventy-five miles, and ib 
central breadth ahout thirty. It receives many streams that spring from­
the high lands to the southward, and may itself be considered the source 
of Rupert's river, which is its outlet and communication with James' Bay. 

The mouths of Harricanaw and 'Vest rivers arc not far asunder, and 
discharge their streams in Hannah Bay, an inferior indent of the shore. 
The fonner descends in a general course from south-east to north-west, 
and has on its east bank, near thf" bay, a small e8tablisbment, which, like 
an the others, i!; a mart for the traffic of furs and peltries. The latter 
river flows out of .Musngama Lake, distant about one hundred miles 
south of its di&charge, and communicates by portages, lakes, and streams 
with Abbitibbi· I .a.ke, on the south-eastem shores of which Kandt! 
another trading post. This lake i, about sixty mil .. iII ' length, by 
80mething less than one.third in breadth, and is diversified by IIUmerous 

islands. Its outlet is Abbitibbi river. which descends uplVardI of two 
hundred miles to its afflux with Moose river. A little belnw it, is the 
confluenc .. of French creek, and about fifty mileo above, the South 
branch blends it, water, with the Main river. Upon Lake W_aha, 
near the 80urce of a branch of Abbitibbi river, is Frederick HOII!IIE\ m 
tbe direct water communication between the city of MontrftL _d die 
H udoon', Bay establi,h!ncntl, hy tbe Ottowa river, Lake T""'iQ"'8" 
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and Montreal river, ·whOfie source is found in the vicinity of the waters 
of Lake Patquashgama, which opens into Waratowaha Lake. 

Moose river issues out of lAke ltfisinabe. and flows north-easterly 
about two hundred and thirty miles to its discharge into James' Hay, 
receiving from the 80uth and east. the South branch. Abbitibbi river and 
French creek. At its mouth is built Moose Fort; nearly one hundred 
miles higher up is Brunswick, and, on the borders of the lake. :Misinabe 
House. The lake is divided from Lake Superior by the highlands, and 
is not more than sixty miles to the north..cast of it. 

Albany is the largest of the six above enumerated rivers. About 
one hundred and twenty miles from its estuary, it spreads into numerous 
branches, extending far to the westward and southward, and forming a 
complete chain of communication with the waters of Lake Superior, Lake 
Winnepeg, and Severn river; Lake St. Joseph. in latitude 51 Q north, and 
longitude 90" SO' west, may be considered its source. This lake is upwards 
of thirty miles long, by fourteen broad, in shape something like an oblong 
parallelogram. and its scenery is varied by frequent islands. It lies west 
by south from the'mouth of Albany river; distance about three bundred 
and twenty miles. There are four trading houses upon the river: Osna.­
burg. on the shores of the lake; Gloucester, about one hundred and thirty 
miles below it, by the bends of the river; Henley, at the forks formed 
by the junction of the South branch with the main stream; and Albany 
Fort, on an island, below the great falls, at its embouchure. 

The navigation of all these rivers is in many places interrupted by 
impetuous .rapids, occasioning frequent portages; but, nevertheless, the 
long interatiees of gentle current that are found between the imprac.­
ticable .......de .. render them extremely important as the highway, of a 
wilde.".,... 

Of the ....... ptihility of the aoil, these rivers and their several 
lanchea _ to fertili .. , to yield agricultul'al produce, little is known, 
.,.. .... be eolIected from the information of the traders, whose whole 
attelttiOll appean to. have hitherto been ronfined to the beaver, the 
bo.1No, aad tbe<>th""jIIW-. inhabitanto of thOle wilds; but, conoidering 
the II\IOIIftPhical Jitu.t.tion of this country, between 49° and 58° north 

Fi 
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latitude, and its vastY extent, it is natural to presUUlE', and the accounta 
of the natives, as far as they go, justify the presumption, that a con .. 
siderable portion of it must be more or leu arable, and will t!ventually 
be submitted to the plough. 

New South "Tales, or the western section of Hudson's Bay tenitory, 
extending from Severn river inclusive to the north..eastern head of the 
bay, has been, in some parts. tolerably well explored. It abounds with 
lakes, rivers, and creeks, which, like those already mentioned, oWer to the 
traveller and the trader the most convenient means of communication in 
a wilderness, however hazardous, in general, from the frequency and 
violence of the rapids. The chief rivers are th~ Severn, Hill (of which 
Hayes river is a continuation), Port Nelson, Pauk-a-thaukus-Kaw, 
Churchill, and Seal rivers, \Vhich fall into Hudson's Bay, between 5& 
and 590 north latitude and 880 and 95" west longitude. 

The Severn flows out of Favourable Lake, a small body of water, , 
nearly at the summit level of the streams descending in opposite directions 
to Lake Winnepeg and James' Bay. The general course of the river is 
north-east, and its direct length two hundred and fifty miles. About 
twenty miles below its source, its volume is increased by Cat Lake riv.er, 
flowing from the southward, and passing through Cat Lake into the 
Severn, at the mouth of which is Severn Factory. 

Hill river issues out of Swampy Lake, and retains its name to ite 
confluence with Fox's river, flowing into it from the westward; it is 
then called Steel river, until it receives the waters of Shamatawa riYeJ' 
from the eastward, below which it goes by the name of Hay •• riv ....... 
finally disembogue. into James' Bay, to the southward of Port Nm-.or 
Nelson river, from which it is separated at its moutb by a lMI'JII.y .,..un... 
sula. Five miles above the mouth of Hayea river, on ita ... , baDk, 
stands York Factory, the head quarters of the Huclooo'. :s.,. Company 
within their territories, and the principal dep6t of their ~ Ita fI'I'O­
grapbical position, by the observation. of Sir John Franldia, .$1'" 00' or •. 

• About the latitude of AhrHdeeD iD Scodaad, .... thne depMII '"th of the lad ... ., ei. 
Proerfli»u'l. 
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north latitude, and 9io 26' west longitude, the variation of the compass 
being 6' 00' 21" east. 

"The surrounding coun~ is flat and swampy. and covered with 
willows, poplars, larch, spruce, and birch trees; but the requisition for 
fuel b .. expended all the woo<! in the vicinity of the fort, and the 
residents have now to send a considerable distance for this necessary 
material. The soil is alluvial clay, and contains imbedded rolled stones. 
Though the _bank of the river is elevated about twenty feet. it is fre­
quently overflown by the spring floods, and large portions of it are 
annually carried away by the disruption of the ice. By these portions 
grounding in the stream, several muddy islands have been formed. 
These intenuptions, together with the various collections of stones that 
are hid at high water. render the navigation of the river difficult; but 
vessels of two hundred tons burden may be brought through the proper 
channels as high 81:1 the factory. 

u The principal buildings are placed in the form of a square, having 
an octagonal court in the centre; they are two stories in height, and 
·have flat roofs covered with lead. The officers dwell in one portion of 
this square, and in the other parts thp articles of merchandise are kept: 
the workshops, storehouses for the furs, and the servants' houses are 

ranged on the outside of the square, and the whole is surrllunded by a 
stockade twenty feet high. A platfonn is laid from the house to the 
pier on the bank for the convenience of transporting the stores and furs, 
which is the only promenade the residents have on this marshy spot 
during the -summer 'season. The few Indians who now frequent this 
eatabli,hment belong to the Swa .. py Cree. ,.:' 

'The breadth of Hayes riVt.1', lome distance above the factory, is about 
boJf a mile. ita depth from three to nine feet. and its length forty-eight 
miles and:a ,half. Steel river at its junction with Hayes river is three 
hundred yIIrilJ wide; its banks are elevated; and its scenery, in many 
inatoncoo, '-ntifuli ... it winds through a narrow and well wooded valley. 
Hill Pi;".... 6hnnt th... lIli'7.p> of the former, is far more rapid than it, its 

• 1PnaWio'.J,...·"'"I.ey w Coppermlne RiTer, YOl. i. p. 37. 
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waters are .11061er, and its bank. higher, but equally well clad ... ith the 
wiJIowt spruce, birch. and poplar. The Roil on both sides or thete riven 
is alluvial. and sustains large quantities of pine, poplar, and larch. 

Swampy Lake. upon the honlers of which is Swampy Lake Houle, 
opens into Knee Lake-, whose shape is very irregular, its shores low, but 
woorty. and its surface variegated by islands. It communicates with 
H oley Lake by Trout river, a short but rapid strait, upeon which is 
a fall sixteen feet high. Oxford House, Connerly a trading post of 
consequence, stands near the mouth of the river, at t1le east end of the 
lake. From the west extremity of Holey Lakp the ascent lies through 
river Wepinapanis to " Timly Lake; thence through a singular chasm 
in the rock, called Hill Gates, into White Water Lake, to the division 
of waters. Painted Stone Portage, fifty yards long, divides the source of 
the Echiamamis from White \Vater Lake, the waters of which descend 
to the north..east, whilst those of Echiamamis flow westerly. discharging 
themseh'es, however, through Dlackwater Creek into Nelson's river, and 
finally, therefore, into Hudson's Bay. 

This communication from York Factory to Painted Stone portage, 
a direct distance of about two hundred and twenty miles, is remarkable 
as the route adopted by the polar expedition under Captain Franklin, 
R. N., to whose published narrative we are indebted for these particulars 
rt'lative to the country traversed by him, in the prosecution of bis 
laborious, enterprising, and perilous discoveries in the arctic Ngioar·. 

Nelson river /lows out of Play-Green Lake,-<m ann of Lake Win­
nepeg,- -and winds in a north-easterly direction, to its intlux into Hucleou's 
Bay, a short d~s':.ance above the mouth of Hayes river. Ita water. are 
confluent with Bllmtwood river. which rileS to the westward, and flows 
through several irregular lakes into Split Loke, a broed expolDSiou ot 
Nelson river, checkered with islands, and 1ying about baif-way ~ 

• To the account of bit - Jonrney to CoppertniM Rmt- lreqa:eat __ .. ptA N, 

be made in the fu.rtba ~ptioa ., tIM! IHJrtIb..weIf tIWritoIrMI ... d we .......... ~ .. 
ICieDtific sea! that prompted lh. undertaking. Ivr the ad .... oL bit CIOIIDtry .. .t _ ...... 
will forgive the free UIe. and still more genenl dMlemloadoa. 01 the nluable .... qIiW 
knowledge It boo alnod1 """ lb. mam at ......... """" to the wwId, 
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~" head and its e.tuary. Numerous other lakes 'and rivers discharge 
themselves into it, particularly to the southward of Bumtwood lake and 
river, and fonn a chain of water communication as far as Cranberry 
carrying-plaee, that paa .... over the height of land between Rood and 
Goose Lakes. 

Missinnippi, Churchill, or English ri ver, is of considerable maf,rnitude 
and importance. Its highest waters are Methye Lake, in 8 direct line 
west from the mouth of the river about five hundred miles, but pro.­
bably more than six hundred by water. fonowing the innumerable 
meanderings of the river, and the devious sinuosities of the chain of 
lakes intervening between the sections of the river. The largest of these 
lakes is Southern Indian or Big Lake, which is upwards of sixty miles 
long by an average breadth of twenty~five. 

Methye Lake is divided from Clear Water river, by a portage of 
twelve miles, carried over a range of hills, vary ing in height from sixty 
to one thousand feet, and chiefly consisting of clay and sand ; the soil 
at thl;';r base, on both sides of l\Iethye, Buffalo, and Clear Lakes, being a 
sandy alluvion. The country traversed by the Churchill river, between 
Isle a la Crosse and Frog portage (which is three hundred and eighty 
yards long, and forms the division of the waler .. of the Churchill from 
those of the Saskathawan) is generally flat, and exhibits all the appear­
ances of primitive fonnation. 

Trading posts are established at the Lakes Methye, Buffalo, and 
Isle a la Crosse; and at the latter is also found • North-West fort. 
These post. are .tated to be frequented by Crees and Chipewyans, who 
supply them but inadequately witb pellrie., owing to the actual paucity 
of furred animals in those parts. The discouraging results of the chase 
have tulmd die attention of the IndianB from the forests to the waters, 
wbidt ",,,,,Iy them with several vaneti .. of fish, the chief means of their 
8Iliolotence. 

1)., Lake ia the largest .. yet known within the limit. of the 
U •• 'I111'& Bay~, It \ieo between 56' SO' and 58' north latitude, 
~ ill J.ausitude lOW """t; it. positipn beil\g north and south; its 
\oDetIlt---.iIoeaJ.uea. "'" it. width about five and twenty. A ser_ 
liar I IIII:rlIit _ it -1IlCls the oortil with Lake Wollaatoo, and 
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to the south it has an outlet into Churchill river. Pa.uk-a.-thau.ku ... 
Kaw and Seal rivers are inferior in size to the Churchill. but of no leftS 
consequence 88 internal communications. The sources of both rivera 
approach the waters of the Churchill, and their beds are frequently lost 
in broad and beautiful lakes, that considerably facilitate their ascent. 

North of Seal river, between 60° and 65° of north latitude. a suc­
cession of lakes have been discovered, some of which are represented as 
equal in extent to Deer Lake; but, occupying a section of country 
not so much frequented, even by the Indians, as that just described, 
very little is known of them beyond what may be derived from the 
observations of Captain Hearne, who traversed that region in 1772, on 
his journey to the Polar Sea. The chief of these have been named 
Northline, Doobaunt, Yath Kyed, and Whelde-ahad '; several other large 
lakes are also delineated on the maps, to which names have not yet been 

appropriated. 

SECTJON II , 

The second section of the Indian territory comprises the country 
between 49" and 560 of north latitude, or the southern boundary of 
British America, in that part of thE. continent, on one side, and the high­
lands constituting the boundary of Hudson's Bay, according to Bennet's 
and Mitchell's maps. on the other; the Stony Mountains on the west, 
and the height of land dividing the waters of Lake Superior from Lake 
Wi1mepeg, on the east. Lake Winnepeg. though conside1'8bly to the 
east of the ('.entre. may still be considered the foclls of this tract, and 'the 
most striking objet.'t within it, whether from its magnitude, or the .lactt 
of its being the resentoir of the waters of numeroul large stream. flowing 
into it, from most of the cardinal points of the oompus. Its potitii!tf'iII" 
about N.N. W. and S.S.E.; between latitude 50" 110' and 511" 110' oorth, 

and longitude 96" and 99' ~5' west; it. direct lengtb being"" Inmdred 
and forty mile., or about tbe same as Lake Michigan, and ita 1neddI 
varying irregularly from live mil .. to fifty. Ita.boret to the northward 
present higb clay clift'., at the base of wbich a IW'l'OW I8Ildy beacll It 
disclooed, when tbe waters of tbe lake are 10.. and the wind 11Iowt 011 
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tbe land. In Hudson's Bay Company" post, in 58' 41' 88' north latitude 
and 98" l' 2 .. " west longitude, is situated on Norway Point, a projecting 
tongue of land between Lakes Play..Green and Winnepeg. Thither did 
a party of Norwegians repair, when driven from their settlement at the 
Red river, by the petty though sanguinary warfare. which in 1814 and 
1815 distracted those territories. 

Lake Winnepegoo8, or Little Winnepeg, lies to the westward of the 
great lake of that name, with which it communicates through J ... akes 
Manitoo.boh and St. Martin's; the latter baving for its outlet Dauphin 
river, flowing into Lake Winnepeg, and the former being connected 
with Winnepegoos by Waterhen river, neither of which exceeds twenty 
miles. Cedar Lake is a few miles to the north..east of Lake Winnepe~ 
goos, and is very inferior to it in extent; it receives the waters of the 
Saskatchawan, which it discharges through Cross Lake into Lake 
Winnepeg. 

The Saskatchawan is the largest river traversing this part of the 
country; and its many ramifications, taking their sources in the Rocky 
Mountains, blend their tributary waters to fonn two principal branches, 
one caned the north and the other thE" south, which meandering in a 
general easterly direction, with a northern tendel1cy. fonn a junction in 
longitude about 1050 10' west, at the remote distance of four hundred 
and twenty miles below their highest source, in a straight line, and two 
hundred and ten miles above its mouth. Upon both branches are esta· 
bliabed sevenU trading posts; those on the north branch, commencing 
from iu head, being Acton House, at the conflux of Clear river; Nelson, 
at the foot of Beaver Hills: Edmonton, at the mouth of Tea river; 
all of which are frequented by the Blood Indian. and the Blackfort 
tribe, u are alto Buekingham, Manchester, and Carlton, and a north-west 
poet .taticoed oppOOte to the latter. On the south branch tradera reside 
at two ltationo, the oil. i. Ch .. terfield House, near tbe discbarge of Red 
Deer ri .... ancI. the .otber, South Branch Hou .. , nearly opposite to 
c..-,. 

Fiom the .110 .... of Lake Winnepeg to Pille Island Lake, on the 
borde,..~ wb!l!b ..... ~g poota bel~ to llIe respeetive companies, 
U. .... bof aile SMk'!k!bawUl COIlsiat of tWeto Jimestone; they are low 

G 
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and marshy. and covered with reeds and willowl'l, .midlt which very few 
large forest trees are to be seen. Above Cumberland House., the -"tim. 
on Pine Island, up to Tobin 's Falls, the banks of the river exhibit an 
alluvial mud, and beyond it, laterally, are poplar forests, swamps., and 
extensive plains. Above Tobin's rapids, the width of' the river increaaes 
from 350 to 500 yards, and its banks are clothed with pine, poplar. birch. 
and willows. Some distance below the forks. the shores become more 
elevated, bu t often barren in aspect. the north side presenting a ligbt 
sandy soil, broken into insulated hillocks, and the south, broad and 
expansive buffalo plains. Frog l'ortnge communicates with Cumberland 
House by a series of lakes, and Great and Ridge rivers, which traverse 8 

generally tlat country of primitive formation. 
Fifty or sixty miles to the southward of Pine Island are the Baa.. 

quiau Hills, a short range of considerable elevation, the white faces of 
which aT(' orca'Jionally contrasted with tufts of dense stunted pinery. 
They <lrc di<;tinctly vi!!ihle from Cumberland House, notwithstanding 
their remote distam:e; and have, therefore. been estimated by Mr. Horo 
to be 4<000 feet aoovt! the comlllon level, and supposed to be the highest 
points bctwf'en the Atlantic Ocean and the Rocky l\Iountains. 

The Assiniboine and Red rivers are next jn magnjtude to the 
Saskatch~wall and its branches. The former, sometimes called the Red 
river, lises in the average latitude 52", longitude 10$0; and after flowiag 
southerly about ISO miles. winds to the east, and disc}\arges itteli imo 
the Red river, thirty or forty miles above its mouth, in Lake W~. 
The n."d river itself has its source in Ottertail lAke. which is divWed 
from the waten. of the .M.ississippi by tbe heigbt of land. In ill coune 
northerly from its head to its embouchure, the RaJ river reciai81 
numerO\!s tributaries, the largest of which are the AmuiboiDe ,.;-t 
mentioned, R eed, and I~ Lake or Bloody rivers. The last iatl188 GUt 
of Red Lake, by IIOme considered the proper "",roe of the Reel ,,;,,;.. 
which, above the confluence of Bloody river witil it, s- aloo bY' ... 
name of Ottertail. On the Assiniboine, and not very remote t-. • 

• Latitud~ 53~ 56' 40" north, IOftgltode 102-11,. 41" 1UIt; \"U. 1,.11.' IIIiIIr. .,. 
the latitudea of HIMllbMrgh and Dublin. 


