
INDIAN TERRITORIES. 

JOUI'OeI, are lour trading houses, Malboro, Carlton, "Albany, and Grants, 
that are within a few miles of each other j and at a considerable clistance 
lower down are Brandon and Pine Houses. Upon the Ued river are also 
several trading paits of importance, the theatres of many of the tragic 
events previously alluded to, a~ having given a painful interest to the 
history of the Indian territories. 

The Lake of the Woods is nearly equidistant from the west end of 
Lake Superior 8I1d the south extremity of Lake ''Vinnepeg. From the 
eastward. it receives the waters of river 1 ... a l'»)uie, whose source is in the 
height of land between Lakes Superior and Vvinnepeg. and whose stream 
descends through several minor lakes: to the north-westward, its outlet 
is Winnepeg river, which ralls into the lake of that name, to the west of 
the Rffi. river. 

The extensive tract of country sold by the Hudson's Bay Company 
to the Earl of Selkirk comprehends the whole course of the Red river, 
and is bounded as follows ·: Commencing on the western shore of Lake 
\\rinnf"peg. at a point in 52° so' north latitude, the line runs due west to 
the Lake Winnipegoos, or Little ,\\Tinnepeg; then in a southerly direc
t.ion through the lake, so as to strike its western shore in latitude 52"; 
then due west to the place where the parallel of 52° strikes the Assiniboine 
river; thence due south to the highlands dividing the wnwrs of the 
Missouri and Mississippi, from those flowing into Lake " ' innepeg; 
tbenceeasterly. by those highlands to the source of river La Pluie, down 
that river, through the Lake of the Woods and river Winnepeg. to the 
place of beginning. This territory. to which the name of Ossiniboia 
was given, is understood to comprise a superficies of about 116,000 square 
mileti, one half of which has since fallen within the limits of the United 
Stat ... ........ung to the boundaries determined upon by the convention 
ef 18141, bet"""" the American government and Great Britain. Its 
ourl'aee- ;. generally level. presenting frequent expansive grassy plains. 
·tbat yield 8uboistence to innumerable herds of buffalo. The aggregate 
ohlle ..,u,''',ligh" ond inadequate to the growth of trees, either large or 

*1"'''.,,'1' e(1Ir. Xu.- )(·DenDdl. pubUlhei ~ Fort DaD (Pembina), as ~or, 
BIb J-,.. 181" 

02 



BRITISH NORTH AMERICA. 

abundant; but the banks of the rivers often exhibit J.'Il()ft promising 
alluvions. and have. when cultivated, produced very competent return. 
to the agriculturist. 

SECTION III . 

The next section of country coming under consideration, is situaWlcl 
between 56" and 650 north latitude, and is bounded, north by the range 
of hills dividing the heads of Coppermine, from those of Yellow Knif. 
river*; south, by highlands passing between Elk and Beaver rivers; 
east, by the west bounds of Hudson's Bay; and weot, by the lWcky 
Mountains. This extensive tract may be considefed a valley, having ita 
lowest region occupied by Slave Lake, in which are united the waters of 
numerous large rivers, and their abundant tributaries. that descend to it 
from the verges of all parts of the valley. from whence they have but 
one outlet, by .Mackenzie's river. which carries their waters to the 
Arctic seas. 

The lakes most worthy of note as yet known within these limits 
are Slave, Atb.basca, or the Lake of tbe Hill., Wollaston, Chisadawd, 
l\lethye, Martin, and Winter; but there are an infinite number of minor 
lakes at the sources of rivers, or formed by the broad and frequent ex~ 
}l\\1\siou of their beds, wbich the scope of a general description will not 
permit us to particularise_ Slave Lake, by far the largest and mOit im .. 
portant of them all, has considerably the superiority of either of the 
Lakes Erie and Ontario in point of magnitude; and its soundings.. taken 
by Sir Alexander Mackenzie in the course of his traverse, have giv_ 
75, 42, and 60 fat horns_ It lies almost east and west, in latitude 6r i5~, 

and lopgitude 114°: it is about 250 miles long, by an avenme t,..d~ of 
fifty. It; north shoTe is skirted by well wooded hill. that alope,to ijoe 

margin of the lake. their summits rising sometimes in naked ~,.~ 
the forest. It abruptly recedes northward, and forma a very ""IJlay .. 

• Betwt'eo the 1OUI'ce. of tbe.e riyera c.pUin P'noklill deeeribea • barNa! ~""" 
forty 01' fifty feet wide, in the middle of which it litaated FOII't En~. Ou. bia ~ f/liij,e 
dilCOveriea be thUi ,lesignntea it ; " Primith-e country, roclc chielly lebpv with IOIIM quartJi 
and mica." .. Deetitute of wood, ~J:Cl'pt • lew dUDlp' of atunted pioet. aad d1Vllrl' birch ba-. 
but abowlding witb varWUI .pcciee of bert"iet aDd DIOIIta," . 
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on tile weatern side of which is situated Fort Providence, in latitude 
6r 17' ]9" north, and 10ngitude 1140 9' 28" west, by observation -j the 
variation of th~ compass being 88" 85' 56" east. Fort Resolution is built 
on the lake's southern shore, near the mouth of Slave river. A mul. 
titude of small gneiss and granitic islands, along its western sides, rise 
above the lake's surface, to an elevation of one and two hundred feet, 
'the most conspicuous of which are the Red Deer Islands, and also Isle 
CacM and Big Island. 

Of the numerous rivers that fan into Slave Lake, none have been 
properly explored, except those upon which trading posts have been 
established, or through which the various discovery..expeditions have 
passed. in their progress towards the pole. or this class are Slave and 
Yellow Knife rivers, flowing from opposite courses into the lake; and 
Mackenzie's river, flowing out of it. The Unjigah or Peace river, the 
Elk or Athabasca, the Red Willow, Clear Water, and Stone rivers, are 
also tolerably well known; they do not, however. directly discharge them
selves into Slave Lake, but are confinent with Slave river, though which 
they descend to swell the bosom of the great aquatic reservoir of the tract 
of territory under description. 

Lake Athabasca, or the Lake of the Hills, is next to Slave Lake in 
superficies, and is situated about 180 miles south-west of it. It is an 
elongated body of water, nearly 200 miles in length, and fourteen to 
fifteen miles general width. Stone river issuing out of Lake W 01-
laston,-a cireular lake, forty-five miles in diameter, bearing W. S. 'V. 
of Athabaaca,-winds through several small lakes, between which it is 
80metimes called Porcupine river, and ultimately falls into the Lake of 
the Hills. The sbores of Athahosea, to the northward, are high syenitic 
l'O(,ok, jost sufficiently covered with soil to sustain shrubs and mosses, 
and ........ ~ .. of the fir and poplar. Those to the southward 
6fl!'OO\I:e the tort. are alluvial; but ad'Vancing eastwardly, they rise into 
I!arren tIIIIld,. bill .. J>"I'fecIIy diveoted of vegetable growth. As they ap
,,-1> tile _Ib of' S"'ne river they beeome again rocky, and seem to 
~' 10 'an extendve tract of primitive forma~ion, extending many 
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miles to the north and east of the lake. Pee.ce Ttver riNS ... in t:.Itv 
Rocky Mountains, at the stated distance of 817 yarclo fiup .he waters of 
Fraser's river, exhibiting one of those singular, though familiar, feai:nn. 
of nature by which the sources of 1arhte rivers. flowing hundreds of lllilel 
in contrary courses, are found in such near proximity. on heights of 
considerable elevation. 'fhe relative position. but Dot elevation, of the 
sources of the St. Lawrence and the Mississippi, is a still more striking 
instancE' of this peculiar feature in terrestrial hydrography. 

The Athaoosca has also its sources in the Rooky Mountains, but 

they appeat not to have been completely explored. Ita general conrse 
is northerly. though sometimes due east; and, 88 it winds througb an 
extensive country, receives the waters of Lesser Slave Lake. by itA 
outlet, Lesser Slave river, Pembina. Red. Deer. Clear Water, and Red 
""illow rivers. It falls into Lake of tlle Hills. some miles west of the 
old, and nearly opposite the actual, N. W. Fort Cbipewyan. and H. B. 
Fort \"'" edderburne. situated on 8 point on the north shore of the lake, 
in latitude 58" 42' 38" north. longitude Ill" 18' 20" west -. Above the 
confluence of Clear river. the Athabasca i& also well known, under the 

name of Riviere Ii 18 Biche. Its banks. below this point, are bold and 
elevated. and but indiiferently adorned with trees; at the establishment 
of Pierre au Calumet, rather more than one-third the distance benveen 
Clear ",\\T ater river and the Lake of the Hills, they are precipitoulr and 

nearly two hundred feet in height, A well defined range of bills stretches 
parallel with the river, at some distance east of itA eastern 'ban14 bound. 
ing the horizon in that quarter, whilst the view of that broad and 
beautiful ","er. seen from the commanding position of dae CeluDlet ~ 
presents, in the opposite direction, very picturesque IDCl pjeasing 1ICSeIJ. 
well worthy of being patronized by the pencil of tile artist. Stony river, 
the prim'ipal outlet of Athabasca Lake, flow. between """"by banJo. 
and. at the distance of twelve or fourteen milet, 1I1in8'1es ita wateD w.itll 
Peace river, The combined stroamJ 01 both form Slave .river" .. 1IWt 
varies in width from three quart ... of • mile, 10 one mile oacP~ 
quarters. About sixty miles below ill bead, ill navigation if. ~ 
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by a oeries of npids, OC<&Bioning a succession of portages between Dog 
river &ad the rapid of the DrolVnd; after which the river becomes 
uninterruptedl)t navigable to the lake. The banks of the river, below 
tee rapids, ve almost unexceptionably low and alluvial, and the country 
on either' aide, and especially to the westward, appears to abound with 
pine. poplar, and weh. interspersed with the cypress and willow; the 
'.wi! on tbat bank exhibiting a rich black mould, and on the other a 
yellow clay intennixed with gravel*. 

YeUow Knife riveTt. which Sir John Franklin ascended on his 
route to the source of the Copperminc, rises in latitude 61° ~ 30", longi
tude lIse 86', and descends through numerous lakes. in a southerly 
course, to its influx into Great Slaye Lake, one hundred and fifty-six 
statute miles from its sources t. ] ts navigable reaches, or interstices, are 
little weulated for any description of conveyance larger than canoes, 
and the frequency of its rapids and cascades would render it of minor 
importance, 88 a means of facilitating commercial intercourse. Its banks 
exhibit no extraordinary appearances, are moder4tely hjgh in general, and 
thinly clad with the poplar tree, the larch, and the willow. From the 

1'OCky nature of its bed, it appears tn traverse a stollY tract of country. 
which frequently indicates the characters of plirnitive formation. Nu
merous herdl of rein-deer frequent the region it waters, durillg nine 
montllo in the year. between August and May. 

SECTION IV. 

Another section of the Indian countries. agreeably to titl' divh.ion 
adopted, includes the whole of that portion of the ("'Ontinent, eastward 
from Mackenzie'. river inclusi'Ve, lying between the 65° of north lati
tude and the utmost limiu to which the discoveries have extended 
toward. the pole, or the 78° of 1atitude. the extreme point attained in 
tbio beaiopbore by. aretie upl ......... in penetrating northward to the 
.,. ""Bods ... Bay. Of theoe inboopitable regions. the Siberia of the 

... ..un' .... M., ....... JoonaJ. 
t . .c:.IIali; ........... _ lo il , •• Ri ......... tM T_1aleM Fi ... -Ff"UlkIW. 
I IlIpooia FIUIdia. 
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new world, nothing is known beyond what may be eollected from the 
voyages by sea, and the journeys over~land, of the several explofel'8, 
whose zeal in extending the field of human obRervation. and the bounds 
of geographical knowledge, first led them to penetrate far within tho 
vortex of the frozen zone. Limited, however. as are the means of in. 
fOnTIation, relative to the precise geography of those parts, sufficient 
light has nevertheless been thrown upon it by the voyages of Davis-, 
Baffin, James, and others, and, subsequently, by Mackenzie, Hearne. 
Parry, Ross, and Franklin, to enable us to form a very competent idea 
"Of the character of the polar regions, and to establish the certainty of the 
existence of a north-west passage. 

The impression, hitherto so universally prevalent, that the ccmtint!1lt 

of America extended much farther northt than those of Europe or Asia, 
must now be completely removed; and the consequences inferred there
from, as affecting the temperature and other meteorological phenomena of 
the American climate, stand likewise ummpported; whilst to other causes 
must be ascribed the frigidity of its atmosphere. compared with similar 
latitudes on the old continent. Indeed the discoveries of Franklin have 
gone far to prove, not only that continental America did not approach 
the arctic pok! nearer than the European or Asiatic continents, but. on 
the contrary, that the latter extended by several degrees further north. 
The point.!.. on the shores of the arctic sea, attained by ~rackenzie and 
Hearne·. and afterwards by Franklin. are in the same general latitude • 

.. The .tllted geographical poBition of tJle moutha of l\1ackenzie and Ooppennine Bi.m1I 
appears to h,,'I'j! been bj!retofon elTOJleoua, the former being iu longitude 128" wed," COJl'ed.ei ." 
Mr Wentzel of the Nor+.h WC8t Compeny, iuatead of 1340 30'. u ~VeJI: by Maekea.if., witLoat 
aoy material dlfrer~Dee, howe'l'.er, in the latitude. The latter w .. !owul by Pnnk.lin to be ill 
Iatitudj! 670 47 50", longitade 1150 36' 49' ; w.ltilet the point at 'Wt:aicJL ~ en. wu diaIovered 
by Hearne in 1771. ia placed in the outline oftbe connected di8cov~ 01 Captains ParTf' ~ 
and Franklin, aceompfUlyillg tbe Journal of the Expedition to Coppermille River, in latitude 
71" 50', longitude 1!lO"; although upon Arrowmaitb', Map of NOrtb America, publhhed Iouc 
•• teriorly to Sir John Franklin', journey, it is reJlftlftlted .. being 110 bIper tban J.&itude .... 
and in longitude 112", IJld therefore not quite 10 gTOIIly erroneous 81 .ppeart. 011 the lue fIi &he 
cooneeted map. The pre8ent &I1pt>riority of 81tronomical illlttumeu.tI, &lid the perfitotioD 01 
chronometm, added to tM aW1ity of the ob.erYer, leave DO doubt .. to the precllioo of, aDd 
preference to be given to, the more recent obIen-atiLwll. 
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and in no instance beyond the sixty-ninth degree; and we have abundant 
reason to presume, from the verification of these facts, and from the bearing 

and general course of that portion of the coast explored by the latter dis
coverer, that the main shores of America, washed by the Frozen Ocean, 
do not stretch far to the north of the 70° of latitude. Northward from 
this parallel, the polar regions seem to consist of numerous large islands. 
br extensive peninsulas, dividing the polar seas into a profusion of chan. 
nels, straits, inlets, and sounds, forming almost a labyrinth. the mazes of 
which have been as yet too partially explored to enable us to form any 
thing like a correct estimate of wbat proportion of these hyperborean 
realms is land, and what, water, and whether many of the supposed islands 
are really insular, or connected with the continent, or (to venture upon 
olle speculative assertion) form part of a polar continent, of which Green. 
land may be a projection to the south. 

Davis Strait, at the bottom of which is Baffin's Bay, has its entrance 
between Cape Godthaab, or Good Hope, in longitude 51° 40' west, and 
Cape of God's Mercy, in longitude 63° 20' west, and divides Greenland 
from a vast tract of in~mlated country, the outlines of which are not pro
perly known. This tract, taken as a whole (for it may hereafter be 
found to be made up of several distinct islands), lies between latitude 65° 
and 78° 45' north, it. coast trending north-westward. To the north it 
forms the southern shore of Barrow's Strait; and to the west, as far 9S 

it is known, the f'sstern shore of Prince Regent's Inlet. narrow's Strait 
is about fifty miles wide, and opens. to the eastward, into Baffin's Day. 
Upon its north coasts are Sir James Lancaster's Sound, Croker's Bay, 
Capes Rosamond and. Hurd. Opposite Cape Hurd are Capes Clarence
and York, forming the mouth of Prince Regent's Inlet, which is about 
forty miles broad, and opens to the soythw$rd. Further west are the 
Georgian Islands, to which the several names of Melville, Bathurst. 
Cornwallis. and Sabine have been given. They are i.n latitude 75°, nearly 
on the same parallel with the north coast of Barrow's Strait. and extend 
weotwanl to the 114° of longitude. The Strait of the Fury and Hecla is 
about thirty miles wide and one hundred and twenty long, and is si
tuated in latitude 69" $0', between Cockburn Island on the north, and 
MelviJle'. Peninsula on the south. The peninsula, about two hundred 

JI 
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and twenty miles in iength, by an extreme breadth of one hundred and 
fifty. is connected with the main by a narrow i~thmu8. formed by an arm 
of the Frozen Ocean on the north, and the mouth of Wager rivE"r and 
Repulse Bay on the south and soutb-east. The northern coast of thi~ 
isthmus is suppost..>d to continue westward to the Icy Cape. and thus form 

the main shore of the polar sea. 
That part of the coast explored by the enterprising }'ranklin ex~ 

tends from Cape Hearne to Point Turnagain, a direct distance of about one 
hundred and forty miles, but considerably more in following its sinuo&ities 
and deep indentations·. Between Point Turnagain and Cape Barrow 
the coast abruptly recedps southward, fonning George the IV. Coronation 
GulfandBathurst'sInlet, which. taken together, exceed one hundred miles 
in length, terminating in a point where they receive the waters of Back's 
river. The whole extent of the coasts is fringed with islands, to which 
the appellation of the Duke of York's Archipelago has been given; and 
another series. called Wilmot's Islands, is a contiDlUltion of these, verging 
south-eastward. and oCf'upying the middle of the gulf. Melville's Sound 
ih a broad arm of the gulf, stretching north-eastward in latitude 68" ~O', 
forming, between it and Point Turnagain, a peninsulated tract of level 
country. parts of which are low and alluvial, and exhibit a clay soil. 
The shores of the gulf and Bathurst's Inlet, as also of the sea. are ge
nerally el~vated. and sometimes rocky and precipitous. From the sea 
they rise in successive ranges of trap hins. moderately elevated, and 
nearly paraUel with the coast t. Broad strands of sand and gravel are 
frequently to be seen at the bottom of bays and at the base of cliffs, ~ 

.seutially facilitating the access to the shores. E"Panding laterally from 
the beach, extensive plains are. in some places. to be 8een, whose .hort;.. 
lived verdure forms an inspiriting contrast with the bleak and perennial 
icebergs of the frigid zone. 

Of the interior of the country, retiring from the coasts, two degrees 
south of the arctic circle. a tolerably correct conception may be formed 

• The distanN' nllvigntcd oa the JIOw tea by the arctic expedition under Sir John Fnuk· 
lin, in their frail birch-hark vessel" excet!ded fJ50 gqtapbica1 milea. 

t Fnmklin'e Journcy to Coppennine river. 
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from the familiar or scientific descriptions we possess of various sections 
of it that have been traversed by European explorers. The country 
through which flows Mackenzie's m~jestic river, the borders of the 
Coppermine, ~nd the region obliquely traversed by Franklin, from 
Hood's river to Fort Enterprise-, are described in a manner to afford 
very satisfactory data from whence to judge of the general characteristics 
·of the country. It appears to be profusely watered by lakes and rivers 
with their numerous tributaries. judging from the frequency of the 
streams intersected by tht' arctic party in their diagonal journey across it; 
~nd it is a remarkable proof of this fact, that in no one instance, on so long 
a march. has (if recoHection serve) a deficiency of water been once stated 
to have occurred. Besides the rivers Coppermine and Mackenzie, the 
only two explored from their sources to their mouths, the largest rivers 
known are the An~tessy. or Cree, supposed to fall into Bathurst's 
Inlet, Cracraft, and Wright's; Hood's, Back's, alldBurnside. which have 
their estuaries in llathurst's Inlet; and Wentzel's, Tree. and Richardson's, 
which fan into the open sea. 

Mackenzie's river ie,.sues out of Slave Lake in latitude 6r 45' north, 
and winds, on a general course, rather north of due north-west, to the 
polar sea. It is gradually formed, at its head. Ly the funnel-shaped 
contraction of the lake's shores, and flows between banks of moderate 
elevation in general, but in some sections high, rocky, and precipitom; 
in others, chiefly towards the sea, comparatively low, and thinly clad with 
dwarf willow, pine, and birch. The stream is nearly half a mile wide in the 
aggregate, but much broader at its source and its estuary. Its soundings 
have been taken at -three, nine, and fifty fathomst, and its current, 

* III nkniog to this part of Sir John Franklin', Journey, it ia equnlly impos&ible to 

f<R'bcar recalling to m.ind the unparalleled hardlhipe, and truly affecting circumstances by which 

it wu marked, or to deny myself this opportunity of eIpre&!ling my sincerest admi111tion of the 

fortitude, perseverance, and .l:eroiam that so eminently distinguished 81 well tne magnanimous 

leader of .. bold &lid ha.&ardooa an expedition ... hi, .. Me uaiataD.ta, Dr. Ricbardson, aDd Messrs. 
Back and Hood. On the untowud and melancholy Fate of We latter we mUlLt drop the tear 
of uuleiped IOrtnw. from the seneral esteem in which he appeal'll to bave been held by those 

best aWe to appreeiate hi. merit.; and to the tried fidelity IUld courage of the faithful Hepburn 

we O&D but p-y the tribute of our admiration &lid applauae. 
t Macken.'. Voyapa. 
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though sometimes strong, and perfectly rapid at two points, cannot be 
considered as offering insuperable obstacles to navigation; but the 
shallows and sand-bars at both its extremities would, in all probability, 
present more serious impediments. The chief rivers falling into itare the 
Great Dear and the Uiviere aux Liards, apparently Mackenzie's nvcr of 

the Mountains. 
The highest waters of the Coppennine that have heen traced are 

those of Lake Providence, communicating. through 8 section of the 
river, with Point Lake, which is of an elongated shape. about sixty miles 
long. varying in width from half 8 mile to three miles. and hounded to 
the north and south by hills, ridges. and frequent cliff., of seven or eight 
hundred feet elevation. The waters of l'oint Lake, passing to the west. 
ward through Red Rock l.ake. are discharged by the Coppcrmine, 
which flows in a course almost parallel with Mackenzie's river. Its 
breadth varies from one to three hundred yards: its waters are deep. and 
its current extremely rapid. The banks are, at intervals. composed of al. 

luyial sands hnd nlgged steeps, seldom relieved by 'the reviving verdure 

of the forest; yet in many places the scenery it presents is by no means 

uninteresting, and may sometimes, '{>er\\aps. as'{>ire to the beautiful or 

the sublime. Under tl\e sixly-sixth parallel of latitude, ranges of barren 
hiUs, Wlt\\ rounded summits, are seen on botll sides of the river. 
running paraUel with them, at four I)r five miles' distance. and rising to 
the height of si'l' or seven hundred feet. Lower down, the stream opens 
its rhannel through a still bolder region, traversed by mountain ranges, 
bending to the south-west. apparently consisting of clay.slate with peaks 
of syenite ri1.ing to au elevation of from twelve to fifteen hundred feet -, 
Bctweell this point and the mouth of the river. the frequency and 
violence of the rapids increase, the banks become often precipitous, and 
walled by pcrpendicullir cliffs of rock, betwixt which the shackled wate1"6 
rush with infuriated impetuosity. 

ThE" Copper Mountains, which take their name from the mine found 
within them. are situated on tile north.west bank of n great bend of the 
river, in latitude 67~ 10' 30" north, longitude 116° 25' 45" welt. Of the 

• Franklin. 
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difficulties opposed to the eventual advantages to WDich the metallic 
mine might be rendered subservient, Sir John Franklin speaks in the 
following terms: "The impracticability of navigating the river upwardR 

from the sea, and the want of wood for forming an establishment, would 
prove insuperable objections to rendering the collection of copper at this 
part worthy of mercantile speculation •. " Describing the view of the 
country, surveyed from several elevated positions, attained in the pro
gress of their collateral excursion to the mountains, he remarks. " that 
two Of three small lakes only were visible. 8tilJ partly frozen ; and much 
snow remained on the mountains t. The trees were reduced to a scanty 
fringe on the borders of the river, and every side was beset by naked 
mountains." Beyond latitude 67u SO' no trees whatever were to be 

seen t. 
As far as general terms may be applied to so lar~c an extent of ter

ritory, it may be said. that its surface exhibits far more of the plain than 
of the mountain, that its hiUs never rise to very considerable heights. 
and that sterility is the predominant characteristic of its soil. The river" 

that. flow through it are, for the most part, rapid, and the lakes frequent 
and fantastic in their shapes. Of the limited variety of the trees~ the 
pine, the poplar, the willow, Hnd the larch are thp most common. Lichens 
and mosses abundantly clothe the faces of some hills, or oov('r the surface 
of deep swamps: and the plains, consisting in some parts of clay fiats ot 

bottoms, and marshy meadows, alld so frequently stony and utterly 
barren, are sometimes thinly covered with an arid grass, whith yields a 
slender sustenance to the musk ox and the rein-deer; the hilJs. <-Tags. and 
cliffs being the haunts of the black and white bear, and of the preying 
wolf. 

Such is the home of the barbarian Esquimau, whose country ranges 
from the base of the Rocky Mountains, and perhaps from the very shores 
of the Pacific, to the coasts of the At1antic Ocean, inhabiting, in his de-

• FraakU.a. ,,01. il P 161. t July lIth. IB2l. 
t From theee peraliRd dt.criptiona of Mackensie's aDd Coppermine rivera. a sufficiently 

correct idee. of tbeir chief' r..~ may be formed; but the reader desirous of a more minute 
accotmt of both win of' OI)UlW! CODea1t the intereltlng joumala of the discoverers. which contain 
~1I.Cb vdu:able infurmatlou. . . 
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sultory and wandering mode of savage existence, the bleakest hyper~ 
borean regions of the globe. The copper Indians frequent the country 
to the southward of the Esquimaux lands cast and west of Y cHow 
Knife river. 

SECT10:S V. 

The fifth and last section of country remaining to be del!:cribed is 
the whole tract of British territory lying on the western 8ide of the 
Rocky Mountains. It occupies an extent of COlUit on the Pacific Ocean 
exceeding twelve hundred miles, situated between Cape Blanco or Oxford 
on the south-east, and ,Mount St. Elias on the north.west. The different 
sections of the coast, (.'Ommencing from .Mount St. Elias. are called New 
Xorfolk. New Comwall. New Hano,\'cr. New Caled()ni~ and New Geor
gia, which comprise the greatest part of the north.west shores of America 
discovered. explored, or surveyed by Cook. Vancouver. and Mackenzie. 

The coasts are remarkably broken and indented by deep anTIS of the 
ocean. leaving extensive insulated tracts, which fom} numerous gulfs. 
straits, inlets. and sounds. The islands most worthy of note, from their 

magnitude, nrc Quadra and Yancouver's,forming with the main the Gulf 
of Georgia, and the Strait of Juan de Fuca, }lrincess Royal Islands, Queen 

Charlotte. the l'rinceofW ales's ATchipelagoand George III .Arebipelago. 
Admiralty and Revellagegida Islands. The Oregan. or Columbia, and 
Fraser'firi\'er, with their various branches, 8Omeofwhich fonn considerable 
streams of themselves, are the two rivers to which explorations have hither
to been chiefly confined. The Columbia takes its source in the Rocky 
Mountains in latitude 58" 80' north. and. flowing out of a lake that bears 
the name of the fruit (the cranbelT)'l found abundantly in ita vicinity. de
HCends to the Paciric Ocean, first directing its general cxmrse to the aouth. 
ward, and afterwards to the westward. to ita mouth. in latitude 460 19' 
north. longitude 12'· 10' west. The tid .. regularly rioe and fall at ita 
estuary nine perpendicular feet; and their influence is sensib1y felt at the 
distance of nearly one hundred miles from the..... Bet",een the oce&Il 

U1d that which should prope!'ly be considered the entranCe of the riv .... 
a surface of sea intel'Vpn.,.. from tbree to &even mil .. wide, the I18vigati90 
of ... hich is rendered intricate by shoola of oand estell.w.g neorI)' ·u.m 
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side to side. This space ought rather to be deemed a sound receiving 
the waters of the river than a part of the river itself, the mouth of which 
is lutlf 8 mile wide, well defined, and formed by the contraction of the 
shores of the sound. Cape Disappointment on the north and Cape 
Adams on the south form the opening of the sound, across which a bank 
or ·bar extends,. with about four fathoms' water above it, rend~ring the 
1ngress difficult to ships of considerable burt hen. Between the two 
marshy points at the entrance of the river seven fathoms of water have 
been found; and for a distance of eighty miles higher up the soundings 
have varied from 10, to Ill. 8, 5, and 6, but in no instance less than thret:' 
fathoms, in the channt'ls·. 'fwo leagues above its mouth the banks of 
the river, at first low and oozy, become roCky and bold: the high banks 

afterwards recede from the margin. and arc seen on the north shore ttl 
rise in gTadual acclivities. Above Point Sheriff they are rocky to tht, 
south, and fiat,low, and sandy to the north. From thence to Point Van. 
couver, where Lieutenant Broughton's survey terminated. they alternate 
from high to low. and sometimcs are lined by pebbly beaches. The 
banks of the river. frolll its estuary upwards, are generally weB wooded; 

the higher grounds exhibiting Ii f,'tf'Owth of lofty pine. and the lower thp 
ash, poplar, elder, maple, the willow, and a varipty of other trees. Its 

scenery, diversified by Green Island and hills. is deseri~ ItS affording 
many pleasing and romantic views, in which figure an occasional native 
village, perched on some proud emin('nce, or placed at the base of a bold 

ridge. its ephemeral and savage structure and grotesque inhabitants im· 
parting much of the pit-turesque to the landscape. 

Fortst George or Clatsop. Vancouver, l\ezpercesa, and Okansbran. 
are situate at considerable mtervals upon the river, commencing from 
Point Adaol8. The climate at the month of the C.olumbia is mild and 

congenial, the mereury having been seldom known during three su('
cessive yean t to have sunk below 0, whilst the highest summer tem-

• Vauoul"el". V.yare, ,,01. ii. p. 57. d Hq. 

t'l'bi. II tM 1l&IIIO ci"eA to uy EUNpMIl eItablilluaent. houae, or traciiDf!;-poet in die 
Iodioo __ • 

t ,..... .• V..,.... To th iateUigftlt uti jodidoaa nsmarb of this gentlmuU1, AI 
Ile"U,n, .... +, ., , ... __ ...tuJ.~J'ItIId" .. tbetleCtien 01 Bririeh territory. 
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perature did not exceed 76". Westerly winds, that or. the most prevalent 
in spring and summer, generally rise with the tide, and temper the heat 
of the atmosphere. In the latter part of summer and the beginning ot 
autumn north-west winds almost constantly prevail; and throughout the 
months of October, November. and December, which embrace the rainy 
season, the winds blow chiefly from the south-west . 

.. The surface of the soil in the valleys is a coat of black vegetable 
earth, not more than five or six inches thick. lleneath this is a kind of 
gray earth, extremely cold. Under this subsoil is coarse sand or gravel, 
and beneath this stoncs. On the high lands the soil is very thin and 
stony. On the seashore, to the south of Point Adams, is found n kind 
of white earth resembling pipe-c1ay; and specimens of red, gret-n, and 
yellow earth, with a shining mineral substance resembling lead ore, were 
found further south by the natives; but no limestone is to be found in 
that part of the coast or country." 

The cedar. spruce, white pine. and h£>mlock are the most abundant 
species of trees at the mouth of thp river. The cedars not un frequently 
measure four and five fathoms in circumference, and the hemlocks from 
twelve to twenty inches in diameter-. 

The principal branches of the Columbia are the rivers Multnomah, 
Sapin or Lewis, Okanagan, Spokan, Hathead or Clark, and M'Gilli. 
vray. Lewis and Clark's rivers spread into numerous ramifieatioDs, that 
descend chieRy from the Rocky Mountains, through beds IOmetimes 
broken by falls, or rendered intricate by .rocks and rapid.. Fraser's 
river has three principal sources; Fraser and Stuart JAkes, and a branch 
.booting ... tward to the Rocky Mountains t. It Row! ooutherly, and 
falls into the Gulf o)f Georgia, receiving in its course the waten of te"erai 
tributaries, tbe largest of which i. Thompson" river. Trading forts are 
established upon the lakes at the head of Fraaer'. river, and one i. Ita. 

• Captain Franebere. 
t It mu.t. ban been down thi. meum., uad ... &be Columbia, that MacIrw_ t-d _ 

hia route to the Pacific ; and thr iltatemeata of the ~ that "hite people '"" ~ 
Ntabliabmentl at ita maull., .. bid. ltd bim to belieYe ddt H ... upc:m tbe ColmllWa, _,. 
apJaUrod"" the _.Iho& Ewvpaa -.. .... thea ia ~ .. Nooob, to 
wbich it lo _ ... ,.....bIo the .......... I I ........ ..,. the __ .u.w. 
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tioned upon Thompoon's river. Flathead House is about two hundred 
miles from tbe mouth of Clark's river; and Kotanic Fort is situated in 
the 1Wcl<.y Mountains, on a collatera! branch of the Columbia. 

Salmon river is not remarkable for its magnitude. but a variety of 
adventitious circumstances concllr to render it worthy of particular 
notice. Its length is not more than forty-five or fifty miles, and its 
general breadth about fifty yards; it meanders ill a deep ravine, and is 
navigable for canoes of the largest si1.e. It abounds with salmon, which 
the natives take in the brreatest profusion, by means of an ingenious 
"weir," dam. or snare set in the river; and it is from these fisheries 
that they almost exclusively derive subsistence throughout the year. 
The natives are effectually domiciled npon the banks of the river, and 
congr~gate in small villages, of which a lively description is given by 
Mackenzie. These little communities are three in number, and have 
been distinguished by names indicative of the cordiality or hostility that 
marked the reception of the explorer. Friendly Village is the highest 
nn the river; the Vi11agc of Ra~cals is at its moutll. near :Mackenzie's 
Outlet; and the Great Village, containing in 1792 upwards of 200 souls. 
is situated on the north side, about mid-way between the other two. 
Their habitations bore evident signs of their intercourse with Europeans 
wIlen Mackenzie visited that coast. and they not unfrequetltly answered 
in good English. " No. no," to such of his proposals as they were disposed 
to negative. 

The counes of the rivers' discharging themselves into thE' sea have. 
in most ca&e8, a southern direction. Their streams ar<.> swift and often 
rapid; but they appear in general to be deep and navibrable for consider
able dietancel j lIubject, however, to occasional portages, rendered neces
sary by impracticable cascades. The lakes of which any knowledge is 
poueseed are few in number, and of very inferior dimensions when com· 
pared with the expansive Bheets of water found to the east of the Rocky 
Mountain.; but levera! fak .. of great magnitude are reported by Indian, 
ro exiIt In the interior, the locality and proportions of which are equally 
WlknOWD. 

The informotion extant with respect to tbe surface and soil of the 
_try .. . qIiIte .... perilcial arid imperfect; yet we are not wholly 

1 
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without the means ot lorming some opinion upon the subject, from the 
observations and suneys of Vancouver. 1\lackenwie, Clark, Lewis, Fran
chere, &c. It appears that between the Uocky Mountain. and tbe .... a 
subordinate but high range of hills, running nearly parallel to the con
tinuation of the chain of the lofty Andes, skirts the coasts from Ad
miralty Bay to the bottom of the Gulf of Georgia, and, extending along 
Puget's Sound, stretches S. S. E. across the Columbia, and loees itself 
among the mountains of Mexico. Its altitude is conspicuous at many 
points, and in some instances attains nearly the inferior limits cL per
petual .snow, between the 52nd and 53rd degree of latitude·, It is in this 
range that the peaks observed by Vancouver are to be founrl, which he 
respectively named :Mount Rainier, Mount St. Helen's, and Mount Hood. 

The "alley formed by this ridge and the Rocky Mountains does not 
appear to correspond altogetht'r with the extensive barren plain at the 
ba:,e of the nocky Mountains to the eastward. Judging from the ac.. 
counts of the tmcts that have bet!H explored, this valley may be said to 
enjoy the advantage of a competent degree of fertility; it undulates into 
1Jo1d sweUs. in the midst, however, of <>CCabional plains, seldom wholly 
divested of verdure and copses, and, generally speaking, yields an 
abundant growth of forest trees. the dimensions of which, and especially 
of the cedar, the fir, and hemlock. increue to a prodigious magnitude 
ju approaching the coast. 

The massive range of granitic mountains that constitutes the eutem 
fae"" of the valley occupies of itaclf a Vllit surface, varying in breadtb 
from fifty to nearly one hundred miles. It ri ... into towering ........ 
high rounded summits, and sometimes continued, .ometimes broken 
ridges. in the intcn;aJs of which or at the base of pinnacles are freq,uently 
found broad ,'alleys and flats of argillaceous deposita, posaeosing • high 
degree of fertility. A great number of ita peako are exalted far into 
the regions of perpetual snow, and are bebeld at the di_ fII_ 
than one hundred mil .. in approaching them at some poinP Itom ~ 
.... tward t: The highest summits that have been _;.....!. by trigo. 

• Mackellzie', Travel •. 

t JlUJ)Q'. Accouut of 811 bpe:dit.ion too &be Roc.kJ Koaacai-, .,01. iL p.188. 
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nometrical admeasurement are found to be about 8,500 feet above the 
w~ter-tab)e of the country, extending along the eastern base of the Rocky 
Mountains·, which i8 placed about 2700 feet above the U assumed" level 
of the ocean. The aititune of this immense range seems to diminish 
towards the north; but how and where it subsides has never yet been 
A~rtained. 

Looking at the great geological features of A merica, the singular 
geographical position of two prominent ranges of lofty mountains form
ing almost one continued chain. unparalleled for its extent, and at some 
points for its elevation, is extremely striking. From Cape Hom to the 
arctic seas we behold the stupendous Andes, stretching nearly north and 
south along the western flank of an immen~ continent, almost parallel 
with its extensive shores, and affi)rding to the inquisitive geologist n fact 
of the highest importance in his theories of continental fonnations, from 
which conclusions may be drawn well calculated to throw ('onsiderablc 

light upon this branch of the natural sciences. 
In in"tituting a comparison between the mountains of North Ame

rica and those of the other portions of the globe, the general inferiority 
of the former in altitude will he emineutly conspicuous. Indeed to the 
~tward of the Rocky Mountains very rare instances are met with where 
hills rise 4000 feet above the le'\'cl of the sea. But comparing the 
highe-st peaks of tbe Rocky Mountains with the gigantic altitude of tile 
Andes, the Alps, the Gee.h Mountain. of Africa, or the peerl •• s height 
of the Hymalayan Mountains of Asia, they sink into comparative in
sif,'11ificance, although. as the summits of a vast continuous range. they 

are extremely grand and imposing. 
Returning to the consideration of the valley west of the Stony 

Mountains, it may safely be said, that between the southern boundary of 
this portion of the British possessions, and the 5jnd or 5Srd de,.,rrec of 
latitude, large tract:a will be found to possess all the advantages requisite 
for colonization, both as regards fertility of soil and co,ngeniality of 
climate: and tbere can be no doubt that at some period, probably not 
very remote, the civilizing arts of agriculture and commeIU will extend 

• J .... AcIooaat fI .. EapeditJon &0 the Rocky Mountaina. ,,01. iii. p. 238. 
l~ 
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their social influence to the north-west coast of America, and ftourish on 
the shores of the North Pacific Ocean. 

Then would the importance of a north p .... ge become param0'lD" " 
at least as far as the precarious and ephemeral navigation of icy sea. 
could be rendered subservient to commercial intercourse, 8S it wo~, 

materially abridge the length of voyage between the ports on the nortL .. r, 
west coast of America and European markets. Whether the Cape. 0( 

Good Hope or Cape Horn be doubled, as must unavoidably be done at 
present, the voyage is equally long and circuitous ; yet it would for tWo.. 
thirds of the year at least be the only alternative left. The hazards anel 
perils of arctic navigation, even during the summer months. would in all 
probability operate as a check on the frequency of passages by the northern 
seas, and in many instances render preferable the· practised and incom. 
parably longer route to the southward. 

The gigantic but feasible project for some time contemplated of 
opening a ship canal across the Isthmus of Panama, connecting the Bay 
of Mandinga witll the Gulf of Panama, and therefore the waters of 
the Caribbean Sea or the Atlantic with those of the Pacific, would. if con
summated. be an effort of human ingenuity and art which would incal
culably facilitate the commercial relations of every part of the world. 
It would in a great measure supersede the expediency of the further 
discoveries of a northern passage, as regards at least the promotion of 
commerce; although they might still be prosecuted with invaluable 
advantages to mankind as a means of extending the boundaries of 
human kMwledge. 





" CHAPTER III. 

UPPER CANADA.-ItS Bouudaries-Extent-Divisions and ubdivisions-Fir t ettle
ments by the French-Lands granted and ungranted. 

THE existence of Upper Canada as a distinct province can be dated 
only from the year 1791, previous to which it formed part of the pro
vince of Quebec, under the provisions of the 14th Geo. III. The con
venience and interest at once of the original Canadian inhabitants, of the 
recent English settlers, and of the disbanded troop located after the 
peace of 1783, and occupying lands in the western section of the province 
of Qucbe , dictated, at the above date, the division of that province into 
two, which was accordingly effected by the British legislature applying 
to these countries the denomination of Upper and Lower Canada. An
other reason which enforced the expediency of tlJis division was the 
difference of the tenure by which the lands in the two departments were 
held; the whole of the earlier French settlements being occupied by 
seignorial grants under the feudal .system, whilst the disbanded troops 
and more recent settlers held their lands in free and common soccage. 
The divi ion was therefore so regulated as to include within the lower 
province all those lands f)eld by the first species of tenure, whilst the 
upper province was composed entirely of such as had been granted by 
the last. 

That part of Canada which subsequently became the upper province 
had, on the 24th July, 1788, been divided by proclamation of the governor
in-chief of the province of Quebec. Lord Dorchester, into four districts, 
viz. Lunenburg, )lecklenburg, Nassau, and Hesse; but, by the first act 
of the provincial parliament of Upper Canada in 1792, these districts 
changed their names to those of the Eastern, Midland, Home, and 
Western, but without altering their limits. 'Vhen, however, "Major 
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General Simcoe, who was the first lieutenant-governor of the provinc;e 
ever appointed, entered on the administration of the govemmpnt, be 
adopted a new division into districts, counties, and townships, which have 
again been newly modelled and others added by the proclamations of 
subsequent governors, and various acts of the provincial legislature. 

The line of division between the two provinces, carefully adapteii1 
to the difference of tenure before explained, was judiciously fixed trl 

(!ommence at the cove wcst of' Point au Baudet on Lake St. J. .... rancis; 

}¥lfsuing the western limits of the seignories of New Longllcuil, and 
Vaudreuil or Uigaud, and intersecting the Grand or Ottawa river at 
Point Fortune. Thus, at least, is the division laid down in aU the maps 
of the two provinces now extant; but it may be as well to refer to the 
act of the British parliament which prescribes their boundaries. 

By the 31st of Goo. IlL, an act professedly passed for the purpose 
of repealing certain parts of an act of the 14th of the same reign, entitled 
.. An act for making more effectual provision for the government of the 
province of Quebec in North America, and to make further provision for 
the government of the said province." the following line of division, like
wise prescribed by his majesty's proclamation of the 18th November, 
1791. General Sir Alured C1arke being lieutenant-governor, was de
finitively adopted. 

By this act the line was expressed" to commence at a stone boundary, 
on the north bank of the Lake of St. Fr<tncis, at the cove west of Point 
au Haudet, in the limit between the township of Lancaster and thE> 
seignory of New Longneuil; running along the said limits, northerly, 
to the 34th degree of north latitude, and then westerly to the We8tem

most angle of the said seignory of New Longuenil; then along the 
north-western boundary of the seignory of Vaudreuil, running north 25 

degrees east, till it strikes the Ottawa river· j afterwards to ascend the 
said river into Lake Tomiscaming, and from the head of the said lake, 

• The bearings of t.he wesU1'DmOilt limite of tbae aeiporin were inCOl'l'f!«ly deeeribtd. aud 
Wen! taken &om an erronPOUa m., of that eeetion 0( the tbeD prw1uce of QuebDc. ThiI dr. 
cumatanee hOi already produced great diSieultiet IUld litiption between the frouder iohabiwrt:l 
of the provincea. and iR an e.a calling loudly for remedy- Tbe tubject will be fw1ber COII.Iicieftlcl 
in dl:&Cribing the watem limits of Lower Canada. 
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in a line due north, until it strikes the southern boundary line of Hudp 
801I'S Bay, including all the territory to the we5t and south of such line, 
to the utmost extent of the country commonly called or known by the 
name of Canada." 

The province of Upper Canada, thus divided, lies between the 
parallels of 41 B 47' and 49° of north latitude, and f>xtends westward from 
74" SO' of west longitude from the meridian of Greenwich. It is bounded 
on the south by the United States, on the north by the Hudson's Bay 
territory and the Grand or Ottawa river, on the east by the province of 
Lower Canada. and on the west its 1imits are not easy to ascertain. They 
may, perhaps, fairly be considered to be formed by the head waters of 
the riv(,fs and streams that fall into l .. ake Superior, at or about the height 
of land on the Grand Portage in longitude 117 ' west. The vast section 
of country appertaining to the British dominions to the west and north· 
west of this point is generally known by the denomination of the Westem 
Country or North-'Vest Indian Territories-. 

The line of demarcation between this province, i. e. Upper Canada, 
and the United States, from the monument at St. Regis, on the parallel 
of the 45th degree of north latitude, westward to the Lake of the Woods, 
was sufficiently settled by the commissioners appointed to dc!'ide the same, 
with reference to the treaty of 1783. under the treaty of Ghent, at l~ast 
as far as that line runs from St. Regis through the rivers and lakes to the 
strait of St. Mary's; 8S will appear 011 reference to the report of those 
commissioners (Appendix, No. I.). An enumeration of the islands, from 
their magnitude and importance most worthy of note, comprehended 
witllin the limits of this prov ince, will be found in the note on p. 16. 

F~m the western limit of Lower Canada this province is bounded 

• This want of • definile wes~rn limit to the proviuce tlCClWoned lOme doubtll as to thl' 
juriadiction of tbe provincial government over thi9 north·we.!Itern territory, which i9 much re~ 
aorted to by Indian traders. and was particularly &0 by the Nortb-We~t Comlll!lny of Canada, 
11m" extinct; to obviAte which doubt9. an act passed tbe Britiah legitllature ill the year 1803, for 
the prenudon .. el punishment of uiD'le4 in the Indian territoriet. By this act ju&tiClell of the 
peace ware appeiated for that ci»Itrict, with authority to apprt'benel criminals and lend tbem to 

{.,ower Crauda'" trial; &lid, IlI.'ClUI'dingly, many pemonl were !lent to Montreal and Quebee. and 
tbtie 1IieiIl r. ... oommnted i. the Indian tenitoriea. Of tbit. the distressing OODtroveny 
~ Lord Sellcirk and the North-Welt Company ofelloada it a temlU'kable iosbU1ce. 
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by the Ottawa as far .. Lake Tomiscaming·, thence by a line drawn due 
north to the southern boundary of the Hudson's Bay t(>1Titory. This liue 
has been generally understood to indicate a range of highlands ~viding 
the rivers and streams which fall into Hudson's and James's Days from 
those which fall into the river St. Lawrence and the lakes of Canada, 
and forming naturalJy th£' northern boundary of the province. 

Adopting these as the actual limits of the province, its superficial 
(."ontent may be estimated in round numbers at 141,000 square statute 
miles. Of this ,'ast extent of' territory, about 32,929 square statute miles 
have been laid out into townships, and tracts set apart for particular pur
poses, enumerated in the note t. It comprises certain vacant tracts in 
the vicinity of surveyed lands, generally denominated lands of the crown; 
besides a tract exceeding one million and a half of aen's in the vicinity 

of Lake Huron, usuaUy termed Indian territory. 
The history of the discoveries and early settlements in America, as 

well as of their transfer by conquest and treaty, is too largely treated of 
in another part of this work to render it necessary here to enter into a 

"eparate and distinct account of the colonization of Upper Canada. 
The first inducement to the French to extend their establishments 

in this direction arose out of the destnIctive wars with the Iroquois or 
five nations, in which they found themselves involved as the allies and 
protectors of the Hurons and Aljonquins . 

• Thi~ boundary does not express wh~ther the islands in the-Ottawa are to be conaidned 
as pwt tlf Upper or uf Lower Canada; or which uf tlielOt islands are to be referred t.o ODe aud 
wliich to the oti,;Jr province. 

t Tuwmdllptl 
The Huron tract, gntnted to t'l .. Canada Cumpany 
St. Regis. Indian tract. 
Longueuil or L'OriginaJ 8eignory • 
Land of th,. Sis Nation" on the Grand River 

Clngy rCloerves for the Six NatiOIlS' Landa. 

Lands belonging to the crown near I..ake 8t. Clair • 
Ditto, north of the Huron tract 
Indian reeerve oppolliw Fort St. ('lair 
Ditto, Ditt.'), Cornnlodure Creek • 
fndian territory in the vicinity of Lake Huroa 

A_ 

16,016.800 
1,000,000 

30.700 
25,000 

333.000 
J32,OOO 
360.m 
450,000 

16,000 
10,246 

1,889,iOO 4,lIal',880 

SI,AI74,880 
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The ravages made by them, on the French territories, rendered it 
necessary for Governor Frontenac to erect a fort, which he accordingly 
did in 1672 at a plare called Cataracqui, at the eastern extremity of Lake 
Ontario, the site of the prc~ent flourishing toWII of Kingston. Shortly 
afterwards the French built Fort Niagara. and though the vigorous at. 
tacks of the Iroquois obliged them, in 1689. to blow up these forts and 
retire further down the river, they /)ubsequentJy renewed their advances 
and re-established the forts. To these they added anotller on the island 
in the river near Osweigatehic. calJed Fort Levi, a military post at De. 
troit, and a garrison and trading village at Michilimackinac. These 
<..'omprise all the attempts at .Europeall colonization in Upper Canada 
previous to its conquest by the Uritish: for though the French had passed 
over to the Ohio, the 111inoi~ . and the l\lj.!.si.!.sippi, and on their route 
hence to Louisiana had attempted some settlements, they were so feebly 
supported as shortly to sink into decay. So far were they indeed from 
displaying either enterprise or cnergy in settling the country under their 
dominion, that tllf" sphere of their establishments even in Lower Canada 
rather contracted than increast>d. 

After the conquest of Quebec, in 175Y, unf> campaign sufficed to 
render the English masters of all the French settlements in lJ pper Ca
nada, and of the immense tract of country before described alld recogllis{'d 
by that name. 

A royal proclamation hSlled shortly afterwards, which described the 
limits of the provillt.."e far short of those since declared, contained a pro
vision for reduced officers and disbanded soldiert-., allotting: to them cer
tain portions of the waste land., of the crown. These allotments were 
at the close of the war made the standard for other allowances of a 

similar nature. 
The divisions of the province have been bcfore slightly alluded to; 

they may now be more c.'orrectly stated to be, ELEVEN DISTRICTS,
TWENTY-SIX COUNTIES,-and SIX RIDINGS, comprising together 273 

townships, betides the vsriou8 large tracts of reserved land and Indian 
territory more particularly specified in p, 6~. The following will best 

iUufltrate t1te distribution and subdivision8 of the province:-
K 
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Division Qfthe ProvinceqfUpper Canada into Di8trict~·, Counties, Billings. 

Tow1l8hipa. Special Tracts, and Allotments, i4.,"Y!fJter with Block.H!fCrowlI 
a,td Clergy Reservations, mld Lands appropriated 10 Ihe J ndian8. '*C'. 

eollntieo. 

~ rOE"OTT 

51 
I RUI<8ELI. 

rGRENY:I,L~ 

~I 
~1 
;; [L ..... 

{ 

L,,"=,,, 
Chnrlottenburgh 
K CIl\'on 
LocJii.,] 

~
Corn~1I 
Ot.nabruck 
Fillch 
Roxburglt 

f Williamslmrgh 
Mati lda 

) Mountain 
{ Winchl'8tt'f 

(HawkNhury 

J 
Caledonia 
Longueuil 

I Alfred 
Plalltngcllct 

l Pllllitagenetreor 

r Clarence 
I Cumberlllnd 
J Gloucester 

l
O~roodC 
RU!I/Icll 
Cnml.lridgc 

( Edwardsburgh 

I AIlj.,'Ullta 
Wolfurd 

l
Oxforu on the Rideall 
.Marlborough 
Montague 
Gower, North 
Go",.!r, South 

rElizabetb Town 
Youge 

I Lansdown 

""'do 
) Ol'Ollhy. North 

'lGMbY• Souto BlUltard 
Burgt:M 
Elm.ley 
Kitley 

Countin. 

LANARK 
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I 
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" "I""" Goulhurn 
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'forboltou 
Fitzru\' 
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Huntly 

l Pllkt'lwam 
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Ummmond 

I 
Hathul1jt 
Sh<>rhr,",kt·, South 

J SliCrbrookt·, North 

'I Da1ll1m~ ic 
I~anllrk 

Hamtonv 

L
nnrlillg 
Lavant 

fHowt' hlllnd 
Pittshuq;h 
Od. hie or Wolfe Id . 
K ingston 
Lou.l/:hboruugh 
Purtlll.nd 
Hinchinbrook 
Bedford 
Kem·hoc 
Olden 
O~ 
Barrie 
CI,,~udon 
Palmcraton 

r Eml'tlt Town 

1 
Adolpbu. T~. 
Fred,""",b."", 
Richmond 
Camden, But 

l 
Aonh"" Iolond 
BboSidd 
KoIod« 
AaF .... 
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1T • 
""' ..... TownohiJM. . ~ Counties. TOWDIhip" 

~-- ~ 
rSidn'l YORK [Whitbl Thur O\V Pickenng 

Tyendinagn Scarborough 
HlIngl'rford York and PeniDBWa 
Huntingdon Etobieoke 

rnA8TINOII 
< Rawdon til Markham 

~J 
l\larmorn 

S 1 Vougb •• Madoc :'9 King 
El7.evir Il: WhitcllUfCh 

""" ; Uxhridge 
l Tudor ~ neach 

Grimathorpc Gwillimbury, East - Owillinlhury, North 
~ Scott 

( Amdiasburgh Geo~ina 
~ Hillier l Brock 

Ll'ttINc"EDW .... KD IIulluwell 
~ rToronto I SopRiw.burgb 

Ll'Ilurysburgh ~ :.a I Toronto Gore 

" i:i: 1 C11Illgoacou81 0 ~ CaletlOll -r l\IulTav - !:: Aluion 
Cramaghe 
Haldimand rO \\'illimbury, West 
Hamilton I Tcc1ttnl>Ctb 
Alnwick AdjaJn 
PerC\' 1\Iono 

J s"'~u,,' I Amaranth 
AspllOdel Luther 

r NORTBUMBJtll. Otnllabcc Proton 
LA.ND l\fnnnglum !,Mclancthon 

I'\lIIith l'IIubllr 
Douro T(l!IsorvntlO 

Dnlllml'f E liSa 
Belmont l S,",o. 

Inni"fil 

'" Methuen Thoroli 
;:l Burldgh 1Il1lra 

'" Harvl'y Rlima .. 0" 
~ 

Emily Gore 
Vespra 

'" 
SunnidaJe 

Z Hope Ml'r1in 

C1lll'kc I 0,1''1 
D81lingtt?n Artemisia 

Cartwright EU[lhraaia 
l\faftvera Alta 
Caven (JRva DuallP . Emily Fl~ 

~rirosa l ~,~t:" Eldon Matchedaah 
Fenf'lon Tay 
VoruJam Tiny . 

Zero 

x2 
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11 (;ounda. To .. nshi~. ~ I Countlea. To_hips. 

;5 

r~"'h~' 
( J lIo"twn 

l'\J.!hun I NORFOLK 

Mid It,ton 
FhllnhurQugh, ERSt Wiudllum 
Flumhorough, West • Townsend 
Heal·erl,. 

1 
l Turkey Point . nd I Dumfries Promontory or 

\ "ntcrillo I .olIg Point 

JIAI.TO:"> 
Wilmot r Burford 
Nasagiwc}"ll I Oakland Esque~illg 7- Norwich 
Erin 0 J)er<:'holll 
Er:uIlOSiI '" : OXPORD 1 Oxfurd 0 11 Thames Godcrich Z 

" Woolwicb 0 

1 

H\anJ.(urd 
a: ., Blenllcim 
0 I N icllol 
C l Ni.'I8Uuri lGan.lfraxu 

I 
Zurra 

~ An='" 
rBadllun 

Darlon I Ma'lllhide 
WENTWORTH Sah-Fleet I Yllfmuuth 

Binbrook Sout hwold 
Glunford Dunwich 

ll\frDDLBSSlt 

AJdhurough 

l? ~ G,im""y 
MOilIl 

Ekfrid 
LINCOLN 

:§ Clintun Carnl.doc =: Chu~tor 
1;; Gaimborough Lobo - Ddaware 

Westminster ., 
.= {Louth Dorchester 

ii G~antham 
London 

;21 
-.;I Niagara (O".'d ~ lIoward 

l?{ 8Iom'.,d 
Harwich 

<J :§ Thorold 
Raleigh 

'" I Tilbury. Eaat ." :z:: Pelham - Romner 
Z <il 1 n.,u, E ... (KBNT . Dover, Welt: :f Crowlllud Chatham 

;a ~ Willougbby 
Z 

Camden 
~ . Bertie Zoo. -= I HUKloorstont a: n.on 
~ Wni.lfteet §1 l80mbn 

St. eIaU 

lHA LOIXANIl ~ Afoultan 

?: lE .... 
M::;r. Camooro GOilie d 
Colchester nNoaro 

.. 

fi"hom 
Malden 

Walpole H,""" 
Woudhouae Sandwich 
Charlotteville Mai~6 ... Walaingluun l Rooh ...... 

Tillnuy, W .... 
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The average territory of each township, including its proportion of 
the reserved lands, may be e,stimated at 61,600 acres, making an aggre
gate quantity of 16,816.800 acres, which may be thus more particularly 
described. 

About 7.000,000 of acres have been granted to different classes of 
settlers in free and common soccage; 4,805,400 acres are reserved for the 
crown and clergy (part of which has already been granted by the crown 
to the Canada Company); and 5,011,400 acres remain to be granted 
within the townships, exclusive of a mass of reserved lands applicable to 

sale and special grant<;. This extent of country, bordering the north 
shore of the river St. Lawr~nce from Pointe au Baudet to Lake Ontario, 
the:> northern side of that lake and I)f Lake Erie up to Lake St. Clair, 
and of the communication between it amI Lake Huron, a distance litde 
short of five hundred and seventy miles, and stretching northward from 

the water to a depth varying from fifty to eighty miles, is composed of a 
soil which for productive richness. variety. and applicability to the 
highest purposes of agriculture, may challenge competition with the 

choi('est tracts of the new world. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Kuturul Divi~ions or the Province .-Its Rivers, Roads, Soil, and Settlements described 
in three Sections.-Gencral statistical Summar)". 

) N attempting to give to the reader a view of so extensive and open 
a country as l'}>per Canada. no division. or feature so naturally presents 
itscJf to the mind of a topographical describer, as the cllains or ridges of 
high lands running tllTOUgh the country, in which the various Mvers and 
streams take their sources, and dividing the head waters of those of such 
Tinrs as ftow in one direction from those that take the opposite course. 
In a country generally level. abundantly watered by rivers of every di. 
mension, from the broad, fuB-flowing, and majestic stn'am, the impetuous, 
roaring, and resistless torrent, to the gentle meandering of 8 purling brook, 
t'mptying thems.e1\'E's into spacious lakes, almost claiming the title of 
seas, as is the ('ase with the province now under notice; this particu1ar 
feature seems peculiarly to demand our attention: and the rather, as 
we thence form an idea of the various valleys formed by their windings, 
through which the rivers take their course from their sources to their 

estuaries. 
Thc first of these riuges, or ranges of elevated or table-land. that 

presents itsdf to our notice is that which divide" the waters falling into 
the Ottawa, from those Hlat arc lost in the St. Lawrence. This ridge, 
pursuing a course d.iefly westerly, from the division line between 
U ppcr and Lower Canada, trclverses the townships of Lochiel and 
lloxhurgh. in the rear of Osnabruck, Williamsburg. and Matilda (in 
which la.o;t township the Riviere des Petites Nations taket its source, at 
the distance of five miles from the St. Lawrence); thence, winding 
through Edwardsburg and Elizabeth Town. where it divides the IOUI'te 

of one of the great brancl.es of the Rideau, near a small lake, from the 
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head of Tonnewanta, or Jones's Creek, at the distance of about ten miJes 
from the St. Lawrence, the ridge traverses Bastard and Crosby. in a Hne 
extending diagonally towards the north, and divides the waters aIHl lake 
of the Rideau, from those of the Gannanoq ui. 

This division shows that the ridge now described is the most elevated 
table-land between the St. Lawrence and the Ottawa, towards each of 
which it has a gradual descent of four feet one inch to a mile. Thatfrom 
a given height the line of descent should be in the saine ratio, Oil a base of 
fifty miles, as on a base of eighty miles, may appear a trigon()metrical 
paradox; but, undoubted as the fact is, it becornc:\ reconciled by find
ing, that the level of Lake Ontario is about onc hundred and thirty feet 
higher than that of the Ottawa river. This fact was ascertained and 
established by the engineer employed on the Rideau canal, W110 fixes 
the highest point of land at about forty milc~ from Kingston, on the 
line of the canal, and gives its elevation or summit.level at two hundred 
and ninety feet above the surface of the Grand river at By Town. The 
long and gradual descent north and north-easterly from this table.land 
to the Ottawa, accounts for the level appearance of the section of country 

lying on its banks. 
Continuing its eourse westerly, the table·land divides the head. 

waters of the Rideau from those of the NapauDt!€ ; thence winding 
northerly through Olden, towards Barrie, it separates the JI(~.lIl].wateni 

of the Mississippi from those of the Moira; and pursuing its main 
westerly direction, winding along the heads of numerous streams, empty
ing themselves into the Trent river. and a chain of smallla"kcs stretch. 
ing towards Lake Simcoe, the westermost of which is nalsam J.akt\ 
passes about eighteen mile!' north of that lake. Through the Balsam 
Lake passes a water communie&tion, explored by Mr. Catty of the Royal 
Engineers, which penetrates through the range of high lands, and ex
panda into two or three narrow lakes, successively up to its source near 
the bead.waters of the Madawasca, through which chain of small lakes 
and four portages, a ready communication is given from the source of 
the'stream to Lake Balsam. At the point where this stream approaches 
.the beadowaterl of the Madawasca, it i. divided from them by another 
ridge vl eleTated ... table-land, which observation .hows to be higher 
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than that we have before been tracing. inasmuch as the water commu~ 
nication we have just described descends from it through the other 
ridge south-west into Balsam Lake. This latter ridgt.·, taking an easterly 
direction from the point at which we are now arrived, joins the former 
ridge near the sources of the Rideau, dividing the head-waters of streams 
falling into the Ottawa from those taking the direction of Lake Huron. 
Prom the same point, stretching in a north-western course, it cont.inues 
to divide the waters falling into Lake Huron from those emptying 
themselves into Hudson's and James's Bays,and terminates in the gralld 
ridge of high lands, separating the waters of Hudson's Day from those of 
the Great Lakes. 

From the Day of Quinte another ridge of high lands runs in a 
westerly direction along the northcnl shores of Lake Ontario. at a 
distance, ill some places. of not more than nine miles. which is the case 
at Hamilton. dividing the numerous streams and head-waters of rivers 
falling into that lake from those descending northward into the river 
Trent, Rire Lake. Otanabee river, and the chain of lakes before men_ 
tioned. The ridge receding northward and westerly from the lake to 
tht! dist.1ncc of twenty-four miles from York, there separates the waters 
of Holland river and other stream.!> falling into l .. ake Simcoe and Lake 
Huron. from those discharging themselvc!i into Ontario. Thence. bcnd
in~ round the heads of the Toronto and its tributary streams, dividing 
them from those of the Grand or Ousc river. it pursues a south-easterly 
diredion towards the head of the lake. merges in the Burlington Heights, 
and runs along the shores of Hurlington Hay and the south side of Lake 
Ontario. at a distance not exceeding from four to eight miles. to Queens
town Height.<;. Still pursui1lg an easterly direction on the southern border 
of the lake. it stretchc:> into the territory ofthe United States to Lockport, 
distant twelve miles from the lake. crosses the western canal, and, nmning 
parallel with it, subsides at Uochester, on the banks of the Genesee. 
This ridge. though high in many places, and bounding the head streams 
of the smaBer rivers that fall into Lake Ontario, does not divide the 
head-waters of many larger streams, taking their IOUrcea far to the south; 
but it constitutet a 8trikin~ ~logical feature of that part of the country, 
which points it out .. the .hores of the original ba.in of the lake. 



EASTERN SECTION.-SOIL, &,. 73 

Having thus given a preliminary description -of the most promi
nent features of the province, the surface of which is characterized by 
its general evenness, notwithstanding the table ridges of moderate 
elevation we have traced, we will endeavour to convey a more definite 
and distinct idea of the face of the country. its soil, and its settlements, 
without, nevertheless, entering into those minute details or descriptive 
elaborations that are in('onsistellt witll the plan of the present work. 
To do so the more efficiently it will be convenient to divide the province 
into three imaginary divisions, within the circumscribed boundaries of 
which it will be l'asiPT to trav('} in our d('scriptioJl, and to dwell upon 
the particular points that may appear most deSCrYing of paramount 
notice and consideration, within their respective limitlot. 

Adopting for this purpose the most ohviotls and natural division of 
so extensive a territory that suggests itself, the province llI11y be divided 
into the three fonowing sections: 

The first or casten} 5~tion, embracing all tlmt tract or tongue of 
land between the Ottawa river and the St. l .. awrence, bounded on the 
wPSt by the eastern line of Newcastle district, and on the east by the 
western boundary of the province. It indudes five districts; Easten), 
Ottawa, Johnstown, Midland, and HatlJUrst. 

The second or central section will comprise the districts of Newcastle 
and Home, and extend from the bottom of the Day of (,Julllte to the 
north-eastern limits of the district of Gore. 

The third or western section, embracing the residue of the surveyed 
parts of the provinl'C westward, will consist of the Western, London, 

Niagara, and Gore districts. 

~ I.-EASTERN SECTION-

BAIT.RN, OTToI.WA, JOUNijTOWN, MIDLAND, AND BoI.TUURIT DISTRICTS, 

Situated between two broad and navigable rivers, the Ottawa and 
the St. Lawrence, and centrally traversed in a diagonal course by an 
extensive and splendid sloop canal. connecting the waters of Lake Erie 
with thOle ofOntario,-this section of country evidently enjoys important 
pographleal and local advantages. Its surface presents, almost uneX-

L 
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ceptionably. a table ievel of moderate elevation, with a very gentle and 
8ClU'Cely perceptible depression as it approaches t.he m~gin of the mag
nificent streams by which it is bounded to the northward and 8Outh-east. 

The soil. though sometimes too IIloi!;t and marshy, is extremely rich 
and fertile in general, and chiefly consists of a brown clay and yellow 
loam, admirably adapted to the growth of wheat and every other specie! 
of grain. In the immediate vicinity of the nay of Quinte and the 
shores of Ontario it is still Jllore clayey, Rnd resh upon a substratum of 
bluish limestone, which appears to be co-extensive with the section of 

country we afC describing. and sOlllctimes penetrates through the soil 
above the surfal'C. The forests abound with a variety of large and lofty 
trees ; among which arc profusely found white pine, white and red oak, 
maple, beech, birth, hickory. basswood, ironwood, butternut, and poplar; 
ash, elm, and cedar are also found in the forests in considerable quantities, 
but ar<.> Jess frc(luent than those first (,lIumerated. 

It is intersected by numerous rivers. remarkable fClr the multitude 
of thE-ir branches and minor ramifications, and by frequent lakes and 
ponds, peculiarly irregular and fantasti<! in their shapt's. Of the riveN!, 

the most conspicuous are the Hideau, l)etitc Nation, Missis~ippi, and 
Madawaska, that take their soun..-es far in the interior, generally to the 
westward of tbeir mouths, and fall into the Ottawa; and the Gannanoqui, 
Raisin, Cataraqui, Napanee, Salmon, !l1oira. and part of Treni, that dis. 
cJlargc them!'elvcs into the nay of Quintc and the St. Lawrence. The 
streams of most of these rivers,' besides fertilizing the lands through 
which they meander, and affording. in general, convenient inland water 
communicationJii, turn ~lUmcrous grist, carding, fulling. and laW milla. 

Of the lake .. may be mentioned Rideau, G:mnanoqui, White or 
Henderson's, Mud, Devil, Indian, Clear, Irish, Loughborough, Missis
sippi, Olden, Clarendon, Harrie, Stoke, Mannora, Collins, Blunder. 
Angus, and Opink'C'n, he<;ides numerous inferior lakes, the non..enume
ration of which in this place will be elfectually supplied by the map. 

The principal public roads by which it is traversed are, the maift 
front road along the St. l.awrence, between Lower Canada and Kingston, 
puaing through Cornwall tlnd Lanc:l8ter, and t1ie front· road on the 
Ottawa, between Point Fortune ... d PIantagenet. The interior tzaVetll! 



ROADS-POPULATlON_TOWNS. 75 

roade, leading from Lancaster and Charlottenburgn. through Lochiel to 
Hawkesburyj those from Elizabeth and Augusta to Kingst.on. tothe Rideau 
settlement, to Perth and Lanark, and from these towns to Richmond 

and Dy Town. on the Ottawa; and the various roads along the whole 
extent of the Rideau communication. Above Kingston the several roads 
to the Bay of Quinte, passing eitht'T by the ferry at Long Reach, Ado}. 
phus Town, or by the Indian village in Tycndinaga, are tolerably good. 
From the village of Sidney a road is open along the Trent, and through 
Rawdon to the Marmora iron-works. Besides these, a number of by_ 
roads afford a ready aC'cess to neighbouring or remote settlements j butas 
they often penetrate a wilderncs.~J and have be<>n opened within a com_ 
paratively recent period, they are indifferent at best, and often bad. In_ 
deed. the generality of roads in Upper Canada necessarily suffer from the 
ricliness of the soil they traverse, and will always require the greatest 
attention and constant repair. 

The population of this section of the province in 1824 amounted to 
69.996 souls, and in ]828 to 85.]05; giving an increase in four years of 

15.109 souls. 
The most populous and improved part of the colony is undoubtedly 

that from Pointe au Baudet to the head of the nay of Quinte. a range 
of one hundred and seventy miles, in which are contained the towns of 
Kingston, Johnstown, and Cornwall. Fort Wellington, the Mohawk 
Village. Drockville, and several smaller villages; besides a ('ontinuatioll 
of houses (many of them spacious and well built) and farllIs by the side 
of the main road, as well as the other roads that lead to the interior set
tlements. Great industry and attention to improvement are displayed 
upon most of the lands tLroughout this tract; the roads tlUlt were for
merly made have been gradually rendered bound and good, and many 
new ones constructed; brjdges have been thrown across the rivers, and 
various eommunications both by land and water opened to the interior; 
indeed, various indications of a flourishing and accelerated progress are 

..,porent in almost every direction. 
Of the towns just mentioned, Cornwall, lying about five miles above 

Itt. "8egis. and Johnstown, three mil .. east of Fort Wellington, contain 
.w (10m eijJhty to one hundred houses, built of wood, with • church, 

Lil 



76 UPPER CANADA. 

court-house, &c.; they stand close to the river St. Lawrence; the ground 
planned out for each is a mile square. Brockville. so ,'alled in honour of 
the lamented hero of Upper Canada, Sir Isaac Brock, is delightfully 
situated on tht" St. Lawrence, in front of Elizabeth Town. It is neatly 
built; has a church, parsonage.house, and c':ourt-housc. and contains a 
population of five hundred or six hundred souls. A small steam.boat 
now plies regularly between Brockville and Prescott. 

Fort ""ellington, formerly called Prescott, is situated directly 
opposite to the American town and fort of Ogdensburgh, or Oswegat
chie. as it used to be namoo; between them the river is no morc than 
one thousand six hundred yards broad. During hostilities shot were 
repeatedly exchanged lx-twecn them, particu1arly on the passing of 
brigades of boats up the river. The village of Fort Wellington consists 
of forty or fifty houses; and. from its position at the head of Montreal 
boat-navigation and the foot of the sloop and steam navigation from the 
lakes, it enjoys importallt advantages, that must eventually accelerate 
and enhance jt~ growth and prosperity. A regular line of stage is daily 
run between this place and Montreal (!Sundays exceptedh nnd steam
boats afford an easy communication between it and the different places 
on Lake Ontario-. 

The town of Kingston, the largest and most populous of the Upper 
Province. is very advantageously scated on the north side of the river 
St. Lawrcn(.'t>, or rather at the eastern extremity of Lake Ontario: it is 
in latitude 44 ' 8' north, and in lonE,ritude 76 ' 40' west from Greenwich. 
On the ground upon which it is huilt formerly stood Fort Frontenac. an 
old I'rench post. Its foundation took place in 1788, and by gradual 
increase it nuw presents a front of nearly three quarters of a mile, and 
in 1828 contained a population ascertained by census to amount to 
a.52S inhabitant.Ii, exclusive of the troops in garrison: including the 
latter, and making due allowance for two years' increase. its population 
may now be computed at not less than 6,600 lOUis. 

The streets are regularly planned, running at right angles with each 

• Tbe farcs fllr .. :"1.1,, pa~!I('ngeni nuw art II follow: To or (rom Pretrutt and Ni.gtU1l, lU. 10,. 
Kingnon nod Niugara, or Kinl{lltCIo and York, 2/, BetwHn Kingttoo ad I'reIcott, It;" •• d 

be1'111'ecn York olld Ni'gara, 10". 
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other, but not paved. ThE" number of houses may be estimated at about 
six hundred and seventy. Most of them ure wen built of stone j .many 
of them spacious and commodious! ~\1l very few are remarkable for th~ 
taste or ~lcgance of their structure. An extensive wooden bridge of 
much solidity and beauty has recently been thrown over the narrowest 
part of the channel between P oi llt Frederick and the town. It exceeds 
six hundred yards in length, alld has materially added to the scenery of 
the place and the convenience of its inhabitants. The publ ic buildings 
are a government-house, a court-house, n protestant and a catholic church. 

s market-house, a guol and hospi tal, besides the garrison, block-hou~cs. 
government ffiaguzines and stores. 

This town has obtained comiderablc mercantile importance witllin 
the last twenty years : wharfs have hC'C1l ('onstructed, and many spa('i(lI l~ 
warehouse~ erected, that are usually tilled with llIerehandist,: ill fact. it i~ 
now become the main cntrepOt hetween Montreal and all the settlements 
along the lakes to the westward . From the (,Olllmencement of spriJlg 
until the latter end of autumn, great u{,tivity prevails; vessels of from 
eighty to nearly two hundred tOil S, employed in navigating the lake, are 
continually receiving and di 'lcharging their cargoes, as well as the ba. 
teaux used in the river ; and the maglliti ('~nt steam-boats that ply bctwc-en 
Kingston, York, and Niahrara, contribute largely to tile lively animation 
of the scene. Its commercial importance must also be ('onsidcrtlbly en
hanced by the opening of the Rideau canal, which will necessarily render 
it the emporium of the whole trude of the two provinces, whether carried 
on by the St. Lawrence or through the Ottawa. 

The harbour is well sheltered and convenient. accessibll' to ships not 
requiring more than three fathonls water, with good anchorage close to 
the north..eastf'l1l extremity of thp town. The entrance to it is defended 
by a battery on Mississaga Point, and another on Point Frederick; which, 
with the shoal stretching from the former, witJ) only five feet of water 
upon it, are quite sufficient for its protection. Opposite to the t own, and 
distant about half a mile, is a long low pt'uinsula, fonning the west side of 
Navy Bay. The extremity of it is ('RUed Point }""rederick. P oint Henry 
ia the extremity of another peninsula, but of higher and more oommand
iRg ground. that fonns the eastern side of it. This is the principal dep6t 
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of the TOyal navy on Lake Ontario, and where tbe shipt are laid up 
during the winter. The anchorage is good, but somewhat exposed to 
south and south.west winds. It is "ery well defended by batteries and 
block-houseti on Point Frederick, and by a strong fort on Point Henry. 

On the western side of Navy Bay are the dock-yard, large store
houses, slips for building ships-of-war, naval barracks, wharfs, and 
several dwelling-houses for tht' master builder and other artificers, for 
whom. since their occupations have been so unremitting. it has been 
found net'€'ssary to erect habitations on the spot. In this yard the shipe 
composing the present British Ontario armament were built aud equip.. 
ped. The construction of the St. Lawrence, a first. rate, mounting OOt 

hundred and two guns. will sufficiently prove that the power of this fleet 
may hereafter be increased to a V8st extent. At Sacket's Harbour, the 
rival of Kingstdn as a naval depot, the maritime forces of the United 
States are kept. During the war large vessels were there put upon the 
.stocks, one of which was represented. as exceeding in dimensions the 
larg-est man-of.war in the llritish service, beillg two hundred and ten 
feet in h"ngth on her lower gun-deck. It is a fact singular enough, and 
wen worthy of remark, that the largest armed ships in the world should 
thus be found in the heart of an immense continent on the fresh water, 
of an interior lake, Bnd at so remote a distance from their more familiar 
element, the ocean. 

As a rival station to the American one of Sacket Harbour, Navy 
Bay is entitled to every consideration; and as long a8 it becomes an object 
to maintain a naval superiority on the lake, the greatest attention mUlt 
be paid to this establishment; particularly when we obaerve with what 
care our rivals complete such of their ships aa were begun during the 
war, and also the measures they are adopting generally to be enabled to 
contend against us, at a future period, with numerical strength in their 
favour: and. in fact, the methods they punue are well calculated to 
obtain the object they steadily keep in view. The conduct of an entef. 
prising neighbour should always be narrowly observed, and a counter .. 
vailing power be prepared, commenlurate to the m ..... of aggrelliOll, Ia 
tbe event of hostilities. 

The American. build their lhips mu~h C .. ter ... we do, on """ 
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.&de, and for this reason---.strength is the chief objecl with them; and if 
that be obtained, they care but little about beauty of model or elegance 
of finishing: in fact, they receive no other polish than what is given 
them by the axe and the adze. On the other band, we employ as much 
time upon ours as we should in the European dock-yards. They are un
doubtedly as strong as the Americans; they are handsomer and much 
better finished ; but they are far more expensive, and will not endure a 
longer period of service. When we reflect that ships built on this lake 
will not last more than five or at most six years of actual service. it may 
be a subject not I1l1worthy of consideration, whether we cannot, with 

some advantage to ourselves. adopt the methods of' OUf opponents; and 
if we have a fleet as strongly built, equal in number and size to their~. 
and capable of keeping up the unrivall('d splendour of our national hUIl

ner, be satisfied with it, although it be not It rival in beauty and splendid 
decorations to that which has awed e,-ery ellemy into submission_ 

'fhe approach to Kingston harbour is made by three different chan
nels: the ficst, called the DattcHlIx Channel, is between '" olfe Island 
and :1<'ore5t Island, and is generally used by small craft only. having in 
teveralillaces hardly two fathoms and a half water: the next is the South 
Channel, formed hy Forest Island and Snake Island, a small spot with 
an extensive bank spreading from it i-here also, in the fflir way, the water 
shoals from three to two fathoms and a half: the third and Lest is the 
North Channel, between Snake Island and the main land, which, although 
it increases the distance a little, is by far the safest, having from four to 
ten fathoms water in it. 

A little to the westward of Kingston is the Bay of Quinte, very 
singularly formed between the irregular peninsula of Prince Edward 
county on the south, and the main land of the midland district on the 
north. The length, through the various crooked turns it makes, is little 
alton of fifty miles, and its breadth varies between six and twelve miles. 
The isthmus formed between it and Lake Ontario, in the township of 
Murray, is not more than three furlongs broad, over which there is u 
,....... This inlet alford. to .... sell .afe .helter from the heavy gale. 
&erp.ently oxperiencecl on the lake. The peru.suia on every .ide i. 
illdn''IIU,y_ small bay. and COY". Severalri ...... fall into the 
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bay, of which the largest are the Napannee, the Shannon, the Moira, and 
the Trent. The latter. flowillg from Rice Lake, is the ehanllel by which 
the waters of & chain elf shallow lakes in the Newcastle district are 
brought into Lake Ontario. On the south side of the Trent, in 'the 
township of Percy, are several springs highly impregnated with salt, and 
from which that article is made, but we not answer the purpose of 
curing provisions; being found, by repeated experiments, not to posse s 
the preservative qualities of 'sea salt. The townships on the borders of 
the bay and on the peninsula are thickly inhabited, and in a prosperous 
state of cultivation. Their produce of wheat and other grain is very 
abundant, the soil being extremely rich and very easily tilled, although 
in general requiring manure to temper its clayey coldness. 

'rhe t i ing village of ,ferth is situated in the township of Drum-
- mond, on a 'branch of the Rideau, and occupies a central position between 

the Grand River and the St. Lawrence, communicating by tolerably good 
roads with Kingston to the south, and By Town to the northward, at the 
opposite extremities of the Rideau canal. The first establishment fostered 
by government was made in 1815 by British emigrants chiefly from 

cotland, many of whom are now t the head of excellent farms, possess 
comfortable habitations, and reap the fruits of their perseverance and 
industry. The population of the villa e does not probably exceed, as 
yet, three hundred and fifty or four 1 undred souls; but its relative 
situation with the surrounding country and the carraI, making it the 
natural entrep6t of the set.tlements on the St. Lawrence, and those of the 
Ottawa river, promises to contribute to its rapid aggrandisement and 
prosperity, iTtdP.pendently of the advantages it derives from being seated 
in the midst of a fertile and luxuriant tract of country. The military 
ettlements of I ... anark and Richmond have also experienced the benefits 

of government patronage; and occupying, as they do, a propitious locality 
and excellent soil, are very prosperous, and fa t increasing in their agri
cultural improvelllents and popUlation. 

By To'wD, in Nepean, is situated on the southern bank of the Ottawa, 
a little below the beautiful fall of the Chaudiere, and opposite tlte 
flourishing vil~ge of Hull in Lower Canada. It stands upon a high 
and bold eminence surrounding Canal Bay, and occupies both banks of 
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the canal; tllat part lying to the east being called the Lower, and that to 
the west, from a superiority of local elevation, the Upper Town. The 
street are laid out with mu?h regularity, and of a liberal width, that will 
hereafter contribute to the convenience, salubrity, and elegance of the 
place. The number of hous s now built is not far short of one hundred 
and fifty, most of which are con tructed of wood, frequently in a style of 
neatnes and taste that reflects great credit upon the inhabitants. On 
the elevated bank of the bay, the hospital, an extensive stone building, 
and three tone barracks, tand conspicuous; and nearly on a level with 
them, and on the eastern side of the bay, is delightfully situated the re
sidence of Colonel By, the commanding royal engineer on that station. 
From his veranda the most splendid view is beheld that the magnificent 
scenery of the Canada~ affords. The bold eminence that embo oms 
Entrance Bay, the broken and wild shores opposite, beyond which are 
seen a part of the flourishing ettlements and the church of Hull, the 
verdant and picture que i lands between both banks, and occasional 
canoes, barge, and rafts plying the broad surface of the Grand river, or 
de cending it tumultuous tream, are the immediate objects that com
mand the notice of the beholder. In remoter perspective the eye dwells 
upon a ucces ion of vari d and beautiful bridge ', abutting upon pre
cipitou and cragf,"Y rocks, and abrupt islands. be'hveen which the waters 
are urged with wonderful agitation and violence. Beyond them, and 
above their level, the glittering surface of the river is discovered in its 
de ~ent tluough the broad and majestic rapid Des Chenes, until the 
waters are precipitat d in immense volumes over the verge of the rock, 
forming tlle fall of the r at and Little l1audi reo From the abys 
into which they are involved with terrific force, revolving columns of 
mi t perpetua}]y ascend in refulgent whiten ,and a they de cend in 
spray beneath a glowing sunshine, frequently form a partial but bright 
iri that seems triumphantly to overareh a section of the bridge. The 
landscape of the Union Bridge, although not taken exactly from this 
enchanting spot, may convey orne idea of the cope and splendour of 
the prospect which we ha e attempted briefly to describe, and partly 
secure to it that admiration to which it is so richly entitled. 

The talent evinced by Colon 1 By, and the zeal he has displayed in 
M 
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• 
the prosecution of the great and mUluentous work intrusted to his pro-
fessional skill, are strikingly demonstrated by the vigour with which the 
operations are carried on upon the Rideau canal, and the emulation and 
pirit that pervade the settlements that have grown out of this &tupen

dous undertaking. 
Hawkesbury, about sixty miles east of By Town, and twelve miles 

above Point Fortune, at the ea tern boundary of the provinc , is an 
important village upon the outhern banks of the Ottawa, at the lower 
extremity of the steam-boat navigation of the river, from the Fal~s of 
Chaudiere. The excellent aw-mills of Messrs. Hamilton and Buchanan, 
and their exten lve timber e tabli hment, are well worthy of particular 
notice, and must have much contributed to the prosperity of the place. 

Some distance above By 1'0 vn is Britannia, the . valuable estate of 
Captain Le Breton. It . is exceedingly well situated, at the lower 
extremity of Lake Chaudiere, find near tlle head of the beautiful rapid 
Dea Chines, wbo'e broad urface and agitated waters, gliding swiftly 
between partially inhabited, luxuriantly verdant, and picturesque banks, 
add in a high degree to the interest and beauty of t11e spot. The 111mS 

erected there have the advantage of an excellent site, and are of the 
greatest utility to tbe surrounding settlements. 

Ascending along the hores of Lake Chaudiere, the next objects of 
note fir t pre enting them elve are the rising colonies in front of tIle 
town hip of larch and 'rarbolton; tlley are chiefly compo ed of faroilie 
of higb respectability, possessed in general of adequate means to avail 
themsel e of the advantages that are incident to a newly opened country. 
Higher up, at the foot of the varioll ca cades of the Chata, i the esta
blishment of John heriff, E q., plea andy situated in a very romantic 
and de irable pot. Above thi , an impervious wilderness extends to the 
north-westward along the rapids of the Chata, and part of the lake of the 
arne name, until human habitation reappear in the township of l-fac

nab. Hjgh up, on the bold and abrupt shore of the broad and pic
ture flue lake of the Chai8 *, the Highland chief .Macnab has selected a 

* Tbi correct and orih>1nal French appellation ba DOW ~me aD ADglici.m, and i. fre
qoently written as prolltlunC('Q- 81m"". 
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romantic residence, Kindl Lodge, which he has 8udceeded, through the 
most unshaken perseverance, in rendering exceedingly comfortable-. 
His unexampled exertions in forming and fo tering the settlements of 
the township, of which he may be considered the founder and the leader, 
have n t been attended with aU the succe s that was desirable, or which 
he anticipated. Io t, if not the whole of the inhabitants, were members 
of his clan, hom he brought from tIle Highlands at considerable trouble 
and expen e, with a view of improving their condition and ameliorating 
their circumstances. However, they do not appear to have fully appre
ciated the benefit intended to be conferred, nor the multiplicity and 
magnitude of the 01 tac1es that were surmounted in locating them to 
their new land, althou h they in some measure must themselves have 
participat d ill the difficnltie iJlCident to the formation of an early ettle
ment in the heart of an absolute wildern s. The colony is nevertheless 
making sen ible progress in it improvements, and will doubtle s in a few 
years be a valuable accession of industry, loyalty, and strength to the 
province. 

§ II.- ENTRAL ECTION.-

DI TRJOT OF HOME AND NEWCASTLE. 

This ection of the province embraces the districts of Home and 
ewcastle, which occupy a front of about one hundred and twenty miles 

upon Lake Ontario, extending from the head of the Bay of Quinte we t
ward, to the line between Toronto and Trafalgar. Although less pO}Ju-

• The characteri tic ho pitality that distingui lIed our reception by the gallant chief, when 
in 1828 we were returning down the Ottawa, after having explored its rapids and lakes, as far 
up as Grand alumet, we cannot pass over in 6ilence. To voyageurs in the remote wilds of 
Cauda, neceuurily tranger for the time to the weet of civilization, the unexpected comforts 
of a well-furniahed board, aud the co !liality of a Highland \velcoDlt', are blessings that full upon 
the soul like d~v upon the flower. "Thl: un wUllju t re igning to tile moon tbe empire of the 
alDcs," when took our leave of the noble chiehain to dCllCelld the fonnidable rapids of the 
Chata. AI we glided fcOm the foot of the bold bank, the gay plaid and cap of the noble Gael 
were ... waving n the proud eminence, and the shrill notes of the piper filled the air with 
~ wild cacieDca Tiley died away as we approached the head of the rapids. Our caps were 
Iowiahed, and the 8. (for our calloe WIIS gaily decorated with them) waved in adieu, and we 

tDtered tile ,he .wilt and whirling stream. 
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lous than the tract of country composing the first part of the division 
which we have adopted, this portion of the province does not yield to it 
in point of fertility. and is equalJy well watered by numerous lakes, 
broad and beautiful rivers, and innumerable rivulets and brooks. 

The Trpnt, which is the largest river flowing through it, ilo.SHC:O out 
of Rice Lake, and taking a winding and circuitolls course of about one 
hundred miles falls into the Bay of Quinte, near the village of Sidney. 
after receiving the waters of the Marmora anel numerous other tributa
TICS. The Otanabee. discharging itself, from the northward, into Hi,'c 
Lake, might be considered a continuation of the Trent. It is a fuJI, 

broad stream, navigable, as wen as the Trent, for boats; and a spot. since 
called Petersborough, in the township of Monaghan, WI1[, scJccteu on its 
western bank, eighteen 01' twenty miles north of Rice J..ake, for the 
location of 202.:. settlers l)l?nt ont by g01'ernment in 1825, It communi. 
cates from ib sour('('. in Tront l .. nk<.>, with a chain of lak('s stretching 
westwardly towards Lake Simcoc, From H:llsam Lake, the lust of this 
chain, a short portage j ~ made to the source of Talbot river falling into 
Simcoe j thus opening an ulmost continued interior water cummunication 
between the nay of (~lIillt{> sud Lake Huron, nut the rnpids and cas
cades by which the na"igation of the Severu, connecting Lake Simcoe 
with Huron, is interrupted, operate, in some measure, against the advan. 

tages: that mig'lt be derived from so singular a fact. The route is, 
nevertheless, practi .. cd hy t'Qyogeurs, by means of portages at the most 
dangerous pas.<,e~ of tIle river, which render 8,'ailable thh; abridged 
distance into Lake Huron. 

The Xottawasaga, descending northward to Nottawasaga B;q", Bol. 
land, MukketchhebC, Beaver, Talbot. and Black rivers falling int,Lake 
Simcoe,-Credlt, Etnhicoke, Humber, and Don rivers, flowing ~ Lake 
Ontario, are the most worthy of particular mention. They in ,gener&l 
abound with excellent tish, and especially Ralmon, great q.ities of 
which are annually speared in the river Credit for the su~ of the 
western country. Besides these rivers, a great number of (I q~k8" of 
considerable importance discharge their streams into the lake, fertilizing 
the lands through which they Row, and generally furni,hing \iYdrauUc 
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powers to work various descriptions of mills, chietty applied at present 
to the purposes of grinding grain and sawing timber. 

Lake Simcoe, situated in Home District, between I .. ukes Huron 
and Ontario, covers a surface of about 300 square miles, and is the most 
extensive interior lake of the Upper Province. Judging from the height 
of the frequent falls and cascades by whit'll its outlet is broken, the 
elevation of its surface must be, at least, olle hundred feet nbove the 
level of Lake Huron, and therefore much higher than that of Lakes 
Erie and Ontario. The prqjt.'Ct cont('mplatcd of' linking Lake~ Huron 
and Ontario, by canals, with L3kc Simcoe, though not impra('ticable ill 

itself, would, nevertheless, be attended with some difficulty, from the 
frequent lockage that would necC'!>wrily be required in a comparatively 
short distance. Y et there can he little doubt that, evcntually. when the 
shores of Lake Huron are covered by a d(,II'>e agricultural and commer· 
cia) population, such a communicatioll by water wil1 be fO!llld of the 
highest utiljty in facilitating the intercourse betwecll the settled parts of' 

the colony. The lands in the vicinity of Lake Simcoe are remarkably 
fine, and, like mo~t of the lands of the province, peculiarly easy of culti

vation, from the depth of the soH and equality of the surface. 
nice Lake ibo about twenty-five miles long, alld fOllr or five mile' 

wide. It lies nearly south-west aud north-east, in the district of 
Newcastle, and about fifteen miles from the shure of Ontario. The 
name it bears is derived from the wild rice growing upon it.~ margin; 
the grain is not, however, restricted to its shoTes, but is mdigenous 
to that part of the c...'Ountry. and is frequently found in marshes, and 
upon the borders of lakes. It yields abundallt food to quantities of 
wild fowl. and is gathered by the Indians, who beat it in their canoes, 
and apply it to their own U8es, or dhpose of it to the inhabitants. The 
~xposed situation of York has frequently suggested a removal of the 
seat of govenlment to some more defen..,ible ~pot, and nice Lake has not 
injudiciously been mentioned as offering superior advantages under that 
.. peat. Rice Lak.e could easily be connected by a ship canal with Lake 
Ontario. and the capital being thus removed from the immediate frontier. 

and covered by the rising ground between the two lakes, which might 
be made a very effectual aecondary barrier of defence. would be less open to 
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invasion, and therefore better calculated to be th{" depository of the public 

archives and re<'ords of'the province. The lakes forming the chain, of 
which we have before spoken, are Balsam, Sturgeon, Pidgeon, Shemong. 

Shihauticon, and 'rrout. Severnl other small lakes are scattered over the 
country. which it would be too tedious to particularize. 

In the front of Newcastle district. on the borders of Lake Ontario, 
the soil consists of a rich black earth; but, in the district of Home, the 
~hores of the lake aff' of an inferior quality. The lands upon Y onge
street. which ('onnerts York with Lake Simcoe. are exceedingly fertile, 
but so destitute of stones as to (.'reate some inconvenience to the settlers. 
A sandy plain, of some extent, exists some distance north of Ontario, 
towards Rire Lake; but saving this, and probably one or two more com· 
parntive]y insignifirant exceptions, the soil of this tract of country i. 
extremely fertile, highly conducive to' agriculture, and yields luxuriant 
crops of wheat, rye, maize-, pease, barley. oats, buck wheat, &c. 

'rhe popUlation of these two districts amounted, in 18~4, to 25,901 

souls. and had, in 1828, increased to 96,264 souls, bein~ an accession of 
10,363 inhabitants in four years, or an increase, in that period, of 40 per 
"'ent, which exceeds that of any other part of the pro'vinre. 

The front part of all the townships from Kingston to York are, 
with few ex<..'Cption~, well spttled; roads lead through them, from which, 
in many places. others branch off to the interior. At intervals. rather 
distant indeed from each other, there are a few small vilJages, the prin. 
cipal of which are Belleville, Coburg, Port Hope, Darlington, and 
Windsor; but single dwemngs and farm8 are continually presenting 
themselves along the road, which is that followed by the mail. On the 
lands that are occupied great progrPS5 has been made in agriculture; the 
houses, gpnerally speaking, are ,.trong and well huilt; and the inhabitant. 

appear to be possessed of all the necessaries sa well as mOlt of the com; 
Corts that a life of industry usuaJly bestow8. 

Thetown of York, the infant capital of Upper Canada, i. in latitude 

U" 35' north, and in longitude 79' !iO' west, exceedingly well oituated in 
the towlllIhip of the same name, on the north .ide of an excellent barbour. 



YORK-NEW COLLEGE. 87 

In 8 miJitary point of view, it'! position is weak and extremely vulnera.
ble; yet, if judiciously fortified oDd L'ompetent works thrown up on tht> 
peninsulated beach in front, it might be capable of considerable resistance 
against an attack from the lake. It is very regularly laid out. with thestreets 
running at right angles. and pl'OlJlises to become a very )mndsome town. 
The plot of ground marked out for it extellds about a mile and a ha1f 

along the llarbour. but at prCbent the numher of houses does not greatly 
exceed four hundred and fifty. tIll' greatcbt part of which !.Ife built of wood. 

but there are however many very ex('elll'lIt Ont~S of' brick and .. tone, and 
most of the nnmerous dwelling-hollst's mmually added to the town are 

of the latter description. The puhlic cdifiec!<' arc a g'l\'('rnment-hou~. the 
house of assembly for thE" proviueiul parliament, a cilureh. a court-hOlIS('. 
and a gaol. with numerous :,tor('8 :mo building'S for the various purp0!<,c1-> 
of government. 

The new college ~t:mds immediately oppo':li tlc' the governmcnt-house. 
and comprises five neat brick buildillgs of two :,tor;cs Iligh. TIle C(~lltre 
building, appropriated exclusively to collegiate instruction, is eip:hty-twn 
feet in length by eighty-five in depth, and surmounted by an e1egl.lIlt or
namental dome. The buildings tormingits wings are respedivdy forty
five feet square. and are dedicated to the usc of t he principals. profes~ors, 
and masters of the college, The )H.'l.t('nant-goVt.'TIlor of the provim'e is, 
by virtue of his office, tile "isitor; t 11(' principal is lhe Rev, J, H. Harris, 
D. D., late fellow of Clare Hall. Cambridge j and vice-prillcipal. the 

Rev. J. Phillips, D. n. of (~ueeTl's College, Cambridge. The avowed 
course of studies pursued comprises the" classics, mathcmaties, English 

composition, and history. writing fwd nrithmetie. geogrllphy and }'rench;" 
and it appears that pupils are not allowed to ('onfinC' their attcIltion to a 
part of the system laid down. to the exdusion of any of the subjects 

which it embraces. Such institutions are peculiarly interesting in a new 
country, and have long been alllong the duiderata of the province; they 
aN, at: the same time., a pledge that intellectual cultivation will go hand 
iD haad with local improvements. and that whilst the industrious a{.,rri.
~turi.t _d the enterprising tnder are prosecuting their various me. 
ri.t.orioa. 'Pursuits .and speculations, the youth of the colony will be 
""""'.ing the beueIits of collegiate education, the stepping-stone to 
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eminence in the lea~ned profes ion, and an advantage no less vaht 
tln.! phil sopher, the statesman, and the gentleman. 

Th new parliament-house, the emigrant' a ylum, the law·s ciety 
hall, the Scots kirk, and a baptist chapel are also cou.,picuous in. t list 
of the recentimprovements of the town, and are evidence of much ublic 
pirit and prosperity. 

The garrison is itllated to the westward of t1le town, at' 
di tance. It con i t of barrack for the tro ps u ually tationed h rc; a 
residence for the commanding officer, now mo t frequently OCCll . d by 
the lieutenant governor of the province; a battery and two block-h u es, 
which together protect the entrance of the harbour. The pace be ween 
the garri on and the town i whplly re erved for the u of gover ent. 

The harbour of York is nearly circular, and formed by a very 
peninsula, tretching from the we tern extremity of the town 

carborough, ill an oblique'direction, for about six mile, and termi 
in a curved point nearly opp ite the garrison; thu enclo ing a be 
ba in about a mile and a half in diameter, capable of containing a' great 
number of ve cl, and at the entrance of which hips may lie ith afety 
during the winter. The formation of the peninsula it elf i extraor nary 
being a narrow lip of land, in several places not more than sixty ards 
in breadth, but widening toward its extremity to nearly a mile 
principally a bank of sand, lightly overQ'l'own with grass; the 
part is very curiOl! ly intersected by many large ponds, tl1at are th 
tinual re ort of great quantitie of wild fowl; a f, w tr es cattere 
it greatly increase the singularity of it, app arance; it lies 0 10 

the wide expan e of Lake Ontario is een over it: the termination 
penimula i called Gibraltar l>oint, where a block-hou e bas been e 
A lighthouse, at the we tern extremity of the beach, has render 
acce to the harbour afely practicable by nigllt. The eastern 
the harbour is bounded by an extensive marsh, throu part of 
the river on run before it di charges itself into the 
in either province has made 0 rapid a progre as 
1793, the spot on which it stand presented only solitary 
wigwam; in tbe ensuing spring the ground for the f ture metrg 
Upper Canada was fixed upon, and the buildings cOmmenced un 
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imm.ediate superintendence of the late General Simcoe, then lieutenant_ 
governor, whose liberal and enlarged pla,:,'l of improvement have mate
rially advanced the welfare and prosperity of the province., In the space 
of five or six years it became a respectable plar'e, and rapidly increased to 
ita present importance: it now contains a population of four thousand 
ooula. 

The parliament of the province annually holds its sittings here, as 
do all the courts of justice. Comidcrublr> advances have also been made 
in the commerce. general opulence, and consequent amelioration of its 
society. Being the residence of the chief officer'; of government, both 
civil and military, many of the cOllvclliencl.,'s and comforts of polished 
life are to be met with. Several newlipapers are there printed weekly. 
The lands of the adjacent towlJship~ for ~veral miles round are in a high 
state of cultivation, so that the market of the town l~ always wt'll sup. 
plied. The pressure of the late war ha~ been (·onsiderably fplt here, as it 
was captured by the American army on tIle 27th April, 1813. They held 
it, however, only a few days; but in that time the government-house and 
all the public buildings and stores were burnt, after rcmovillg so much 
of their contents as could be conveniently carried offt, 

-It. fell to my lot to moh lhe tiht "-liner of York lI11rbour in li!l3. L ieulenant_ 

Go'remor the I.te Generul Simcoe, who then " 'fo lded III y.,\ 11 .. 11 , KII'gam, lI:lIl1lg formrd 

ex&enI.ift plan, for the imprlWeml'lIt of the cololl) , had resoh·ed upon l;:~ IIII.! thl' ti,ul1datlonJs of 

• proYiDeial capital. ] was at thot period in the IlOVal lerviec! of the IlIkc~. nlltI tl". IUtvty of 

T....., (York) Harbour was mtrusted by llis excdlency to my ~rform.iI1c(" I "ull dI8t11lt.t1y 
l'!'OIlUeat the unw,med QIIpcct which the country exllJbltcd when first I entered the beoutiful 
buin, which thUI bee&m.' the scene of mT early Ilydrogrnilhicni ')perotionll Delille J.nd track

leu tote.b Uned tht margin of the lake, and rcHccted their illvt'rted ima~e<I ill i18 glassy ~ur

.... , TIte .-..ndering uvage had constructed bl. eplil'fllernl hahitatlOn beneath their luxurlant 

foliap-u.e group then oonailtiDg of two famIlies of 1\IeSIlII8sagus,- and the bay IUld neigh

bftri .. manbe. were the hitherto I..llinvodtd hotunta of iUlmt>lIbC cove} 8 of wild fowl: indeed 

tkey ~ 110 .~d.at u in I01lIC meMlure to annoy u.s during ~he night In the ,pri~ 
~ die _-.t-rnrnor removed to the aite o( the new capital, att('nded by the regt

..... ~_ ...... and commenced at once the re.J.illtion of hIS favourite project. Hia 
Sa : .iDMWiId. ~Ilriq tbe .ummer llnd throuB.h the winter. a canvaa bOUie, wbi~ he 
~ espreIIiylw 1he ooeuion; but (rail aa was Its lubetanee, It W1lS rendered txeeedmgl'y 

~-! t";:-... tec.e.. .. diltiuguiahed (or the lOcial and urbane bospitality o( ita 'rene
.;: "L.i. -. .. ,. tIM peculiaritY of ita .tructure 

- • ... " 1 ,,"'ion of T ark, t.he mode o( ic.a CBptlU'e, aud the dettruetion of the 
N 
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Immediately in· the rear of the town is a very good road, called 
Yong(>..street, that leads to GwilliOibury. a small villllgt' thirty.two 
miles to the northward, and thence five milCfl more to Cook's Bay, 
from which by Lake Simcoe there is a communication to Lake Huron. 
1'his being a route of much importance was greatly improved by the 
North-west Company, for the double purpose of shortening the distance 
to the Upper Lakes, and avoiding any contact with the American fron~ 
tiers. The land on each side of it for a considerable depth is very fertile, 
and many settlements are already formed, where some of the farms are 
in a good state of cultivation. The advantage of this communication 
will be in some degree shown by the following recapitulation of it. From 
York to Cook's nay. on Lake Simcoe, the distance is thirty-seven miles; 
the navigation through that lake and the River Matchedash up to the 
old trading-post on Matcllt~clash Bay is seventy-seven miles more; making 
together one hundred and fourteen. A shorter route even than this is 
now formed by a road whic·h W!lS originnlly traced at the expense of the 
late North-west Company, from Kempenfelt Uay, on Lake Simcoe, to 
Penetengushene Harbour. opening into Gloucester Uayon Lake Huron, 
where a town plot has been laid ont and a naval depOt established. This 
line of road being only twenty-nine miles reduces the distance from 
York to Lake Huron to eighty-eight roBes, going by water from Cook's 
Day into Kempenfelt Bay. Another small reduction might still be made 
by opening a road from Holland river up to tbe last-mentioned bay. 
By pursuing this route, the distance from York to St. Mary's Rapid, 
between Lake Huron and Lake Superior. is about four hundred miles; 
whereas by the circuitous one of Lake Erie and the river Ste. Claire it is 
full seven hundred: the importance of the communication is therefore 
obvious. 

large IIhip then on the ~tOl'kll were but too prophetically demonstmled in my report to head. 
quartl'rs, in Lower Canada, on my return (rom 1\ responsible mission to the capital o( the upprt 
province in tlLe early part o( April. Indeed the commnnication of the mult of DIy rMotiDol
tring operations, and the intelligence of the 8ucceMful invuion of York, and the firlDg ~ the 
new ship by tbe ('nemy. were received almOft simultaneously. 
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~ Ill.-WESTERN SECTION.-

GOJU:, NIA.QA RA, LONOON, AND WBSTERN DlaT.leTa, 

The w~.tt-m division of the organized parts of Upper Canada com~ 
prise! four di.tricts-Niagara, Gore, L ondon. and ",r estern. In 182' it 
contai.ned a population of 55,200 inhabitants, and appears by the census 
of 1828 to have increased in four years to 64,157. thus giving a ratio of 
increase of 16~ per cent . during that period. 

Situated between the parallels of 42" and 45" 80' north latitude, 
it has the advantage of extending further south tl,an any other portion 
of the British North Amerjcan possessions. and hence enjoys in an emi
nent degree a superior fertility of looil and milder temperature of climatt:. 
But a correct idea of its meteorology is not to be formed, however, from 
the analogy of similar latitudes on theoldcontinE'nt; and it is not exactly 
to be assumed that the atmosphere of this part of the Upper ProvinC'e b 

possessed during winter of as moderate a degree of rigour as that of th<.> 
places situated under the same circles of latitude in Italy, or any other 
part of Europe. The climate of America is indeed essentially different 
from that of any other quarter of the globe; but to what precise phy. 
sical agency so wide a dissimilarity is ascribable has not yet, it i!t believed, 
been very satisfactorily discovered, although various ('auses have been 
already assigned fOT it. 

With the aid of a little fancy, the tract of country we are now de-. 
8Cfibing may be shaped into a vast equiJateral triangular peninsula, whose 
base, extending from Fort Erie to Cape Hurd on L akE' Huron. measure& 
i16 miles, and whose perpendicular. striking the Detroit river at Amben.
burgh. is a.bout 195 miles. It is bounded to the north and west by Lake 
Huron, River and Lake 8t. Clair, and Detroit river j south by Lake Erie; 
ADd east by Niagara river, Lake Ontario. and the western limits of the 
diR"'t of Home. The .urface it exhibits is uniformly level or ' lightly 
mdulating, if "We except a very few solitary eminences, and those parts 
Of the dlatricIAI at Gore and Niagara traversed by the ridge of elevated 
IoIId u-d in a previoql chapter, the general altitude of which does not 

>12 
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exceed one hundred feet, although at some points it may approach Tery 
near three hundred and fifty. It is not, therefore. in a country so little 
variegated by hill and dale, and so utterly a stranger to the towering 
grandeur of the mountain, that sublimity of scenery it! to be &Ought: yet 
the immense extent. magnitude. and beauty of its forests, and the ~ 
digious vastness of its waters, are no insignificant sources of the sublime; 
whilst the exuberant fertility of extensive plains, the luxuriance of 
orchards Tf.>Cumbent with the weight of their delicitms fruits, the graceful 
meanderings of full flowing streams, or the soft murmurings of more 
humble rivulets, added' to the busy scenes ofrur-dl and thriving industry, 
cannot be denied eminently to possess the most interesting charms of 
the picturesque. 

The variety of soils, and the diversity of their combinations, observa.
ble in these fonr districts, are by 110 means so great as might be expected 
in so extended a rC'gion. The whole tract is alluvial in its formation, 
and chiefly consists of a strntum of black and sometimes yeHow loam; 
above wbich is deposited, when in a state of nature, a rich and deep 
vegetable mould. the substratum beneath the bed ofloam ht:>ing generally 
a tenacious gray or blue clay, which in some parts appears at the 
surface, and, intermixed with sand. constitutes the super~soi1. This 
species and a sandy IQam highly fertile in its properties are of more fre. 
quent ~urrence in proceeding from the western district eastward, and 
appear to predominate in the districts of Gore and Niagara. The almost 
total absence of stones or gravel within the greatest arable depth is ·a 
peculiar feature of the generality of lands in the Upper Province, which 
has been felt as a serious inconvenience by the inhabitants in the pro
gress of their rural improvements, whatever may be its probable advan~ 
tage as facilit:t.ting some of the operations of husbandry. There are, 
howe.ver. numerous artd extf>llsive quarries of limestone to be found in 
most of the townships of these districts, that supply the fanners with 
exceHent materials for building; the price of the quarried limestone 
fluctuating from five to fifteen shillings the toise. Freestone is allO 
found. but in small quantities, and generally along the shores ofth,:t~ 

The forests are remarkable for the sturdy- growth, the variety, and 
the rich foliage of their trees. Out of the long liot /)f their dilhmt 
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species, the foUowing f&18.y be selected as being of most frequent occur. 
renee: maple, beech, oak, basswood, ash, elm, pine, hickory. walnut, 
butternut, chestnut, cherry, birch. cedar, and pine, and their several va
rieties. The cedar and pine are much prized in consequence of their 
5C&l'city. particularly in the Western and London districts, where they 
are barely found in sufficient quantities to furnish materials for durable 
buildings and fencing enclosures. In the heart of these dense woods, 
and on the borders of rivers. extensive plains suddenly present dlem
selves, that lay open to view a beautiful area of natural meadow, often 
expanding several thousand miles in extent, amI delightfully relieved by 

occasional clumps of lofty pine, white oak. and poplar, agreeably clustered 
in the various vistas of the plain. In thc neighbourhood of Long Point 
and on the banks of the Grand river arc situated the most extensive of 
these vast and often fertile plains, which are generally in a fiourishlllg 
state of cultivation. In the townships of Burford, Stamford. Niagara. 
Toronto, York, Dumfries, and Ancaster, broad and beautiful natural 
meadows are also to be found; but in general they are considered morE 
prevalent in the London district than in any other section of the province 

These four districts are remarkably well watered by several largf 
rivers and their various brandies, intersectillg the country in every di. 
rection, and generally affording exceedingly convenient means of internal 
conveyance, as they are for the most part navigable for light boats tc 

very remote distances. and for river sloops and craft for several mile! 
above their mouths. The rivers entitled to more particular considera
tion are the Thames, the Duse or Grand river, the ,,"VeHand or Chippewa, 
~e Big Bear, and the Maitland. 

The Thames, formerly called the Riviere a la Tranche, rises far in 
the interior, rather north of the township of Blandford i and after pur
wing a serpentine course of about one hundred and fifty miles, in a 
direction nearly south-west, discharges itself into Lake St. Clair. It i ~ 
Mvigahle for large vessels as far up as Chatham. fifteen miles above iu 
mouth, and for· boats nearly to its source. A bar across its entrance is 
~nly lOme drawback; but as there is at all times sufficient water upon 
it to float amaU craft perfectly equipped, the re!>Ources of art would very 
1!IIIiIy ..... tbooe \Jf • much larger burden. Camels, for instance, might 
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be used; or even ~ommon light.ers. dexterou~ly managed. would, 83 

it is believed experience already has shown, prove adequate to the service. 

The river winds througll a fine level country f highly fertile, and rich in 
every requi~ite for new settlements. Its banks prPSeflt many finc. plains 
and excel1ent natural meadows. The soil is principul1y a sandy'€'af'tlb; 
intermixed with large quantities of loam, and sometimes marl, undM 
which is a substratum of clay j and the Hats of the river annually acquire 
much richness from the overflowing of those parts ofits banks, by which 

rich alluvial deposits are made upon the surface. The oak, maple, walnut, 
beech, and pine growing in its vicinity are of very superior quality. 
There are roads opened along its course, and on each side of it numerous 
scattered settlements down to Lake St. Clair; but the roads are rather 
neglected. from the preference generally given to the use of the river 88 

a highway. The Delaware Indian viUage, Rnd another of Moravian 
settlers, are situated on it. The last is about thirty-five miles from the 

mouth of the river, and is under the superintendence of missionaries from 
the Society of Moravian United Brethren, who maintain a chapel here. 
There are many Indian converts residing in it, w1.tose peaceable conduct 
and general demeanour SllOW s0ll'!-c of the benefits derived from civiliza.

tion. The village is surrounded by thriving corn-fields, and tillage has 
made considerable progreslJ in its neighbourhood-. 

About twenty miles further down the river is a small place called 
Chatham, very de~irab)y seated at the junction of a large stream with 
the Thames: it is in a very centrical situation, and at the head of the ship 
navigation of the river. A dockyard might be oovantageously established 
on the point of land formed by the confluence of the two streams, from 
whence vessels might be conveniently launched. London i. situated in 
the township of the same name, on the banks of the main h1'lMlcb of the 

Thames, about ninety miles from the mouth of the river, and in a tole-

'" These villages havE' acquired much celebrity .. the tbeatre of the memorable batde 
fOU!:ht on thtl 5th October, 1813, betwtlen the united Britilh awl Indian form, uHn- q...l 
Proctor and the IndilloD chief Tecumllt'h, and the army oftbe Americ:u general, Ha:rriIGq. 11; 

wall ill thil action that the (limoua Indian warrior fel1, alter maintaining, at the bead 01. few 
Indiana, a moat desperate engagement with the left: wiDg at a mounted Ameriea 00fpI, ~ 
the eoaunand of Co1oaeI J ohnaoo. 
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I1lbly central position ~tween the liurrounding lake~. :From the obvious 
analogy intended to be drawn between the local appellations of this part 
of t.he province and those of the mother country, it has been inferred 
that Governor Simcoe contemplated, at the time the surveys took place. 
the possibility, thw.t London might ultimately become the metropolis of 
the colony. However improbable or visionary su{:b a change may now 
appear, there is no anticipating the changes that the progr~si"e and 
rapid improvement of the proviuce may dictate ; especially when it is 
recollected that the present capital is considered by many as untenable. 
whilst the interior position of London, and its numerouli and improvable 
advantages. are admitted to give it a supf'riority under various aspects, 
although deficient as a shipping port, in which particular it yields alto. 
gether to York, 

The Grand river is next in mugnitude to the Thames, and tukes its 
source in the interior of the country towards Lake Huron. It tJ (lW.~ 

in It Kener,,} south-eastcrly course, with very llIerpentine windinglll, and 
traversing a tract of the highest degree of' fertility, discharges itself 
into Lake Erie at Sherbrooke. between P oint au Barbet and Grand river 
Point. At its mouth it is upwards of nine hundred yards wide; but its 
access to large vessels is rendered. difficult by a sand bar stretching across 
the entrance that Huctuates in its elevation, but upon which is generally 
found eight feet of water. The river is nRy;gable for schooners about 
twenty-five miles above its mouth, and considerably further up for large 
boau. It offers one of the few harbours that the north shore of Lake 
Erie atI'ords; and might, if judiciously fortified, be rendered very safe and 
Neure. Its banks abound with gypsum, which may be easily obtained 
from copious beds, and conveyed to any part of the extensive region the 
river traverses, by the convenient means its navigation allows. The lands 
oR both eWes of this be8utiful river were originally appropriated ex
cluai'Vely te tBe·Indians of the Six Nutions; but part of them have since 
beoiIlaid,out into townships. Villages of the various tribes are di'persed 
~ itt pictutllBlque banks; and in ascending the stream, we come first 
td the.8eitecu, and then iii succession to the Delawares, !dississagas, 
Ononclagu. ~ and Cayuga&. The Mohawk .. although not OM 

of Six United NatiODB, have also several settlements upon the Grand 



UPPER CANADA. 

river, the largest of wl)ich contains about two hundred 8Ouls. and i. 
situated about three miles below the ferry. 

The WeUalid or Chippewa is a remarkably fine river, wholly unob.. 
structed by falls, and flowing through the heart of the district o~NiRgara. 
Its source is in Bin brook, about fifty miles west of its junction with tbe 
Niagara river. nearly three miles above the stupendous falls of the latter 
river. It is about 011(> hundred yards broad at its mouth, and for upwards 
of five and twenty miles varies in general depth from nine to fourteen 
feet. The stream is rather turbid , and appears to hold in solution a quan. 
tity of lime, that imparts to it a whitish colour. observable even below its 
discharge into the 1\iagara. as it flows apparently unmingled with the 
crystalline waters of that romantic river. It is connected, by elegant broad 
sloop canals, with l ... ake Ontario t6 the north and Lake Erie to the south, 
the canals being linked hy n section of the river about ten miles in length, 
which is used as part of the communication, and forms one continued 
canal, from one lake into the other. This magnificent work of art and im
portant commerdal undertaking has hut recently been completed. and in 
the early part of last August was thrown open for the ingress and egress of 
vessels. The Bull Frog,l..ieutf'nant Jones ,R.N., was the first vessel that 
passed down the canal. The towing was so effectually performed by one 
horse, that in sixteen hours she descended through that section of the 
canal lying between the WelIand river and Lake Ontario, and met on 
her way, an American schooner bound upwards. The efficiency Wld im
portance of this great work. in a commercial and military point of view. 
will be more particularly touched upon hereafter: it may be sufficient 
here merely to remark, that it must also serve essentially to benefit the 
settlements of the flourishing district it traverses, and give much addi
tional value to landed property in its vicinity. 

The Big Bear ri,,·er, or --Creek." as it is usually styled, rises near the 
limits of the Huron tract, granted by the crown in 1826 to the Canada 
company. and falls into the Chanail Ecarte, one of the numerous chan. 
nels of River St. Clair. Its course, which is not far short of one hundred 
miles. runs generally parallel to that of the 'Thames, to which. in tIw 
progress of its meanderings. it approacbet at one point to within four 'OJ" 

five miles distance. 
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River Maitland has not been completely explo~ed. It appears to 
have its source towards the eastern Jimits of the Indian territory. lying 
on the eastern shores of Lake Huron; traverses part of that vast tract; 
and winding through the north section of the Canada company's territory. 
discharges itself into the lake. forming at its mouth Godrich Harbour. 

The river Aux Sables winds singularly through the southern part of 
the Canada company's tract, Imd bending abruptly about ten miles above 
iu mouth, and within 800 or goo yard" of the margin of Lake Huron. 
it runs parallel to the shore of the lake, into which its waters are dis
charged, at the angle of a tract of Indi~m reservations. A small lake, 
caned Burrell, has an outlet to the river, and lies parallel to, and about 
three miles from, the coasts of Huron. 

Considering the comparative infancy of the settlements of this sectinn 
of Upper Canada, the numerous roads by which it is intersected, are 

evidence of the rapid improvement and prosperity of the country. 
Dundas Street, Talbot Road West, the Middle lload. Talbot Road East, 
Talbot Road North, and the road east from Port Talbot, along the shores 
of Lake Erie, along the Niagara, and the southern shore of Lake Ontario, 
to Dundas village, are the leading public roads, connecting the extremities 
of' the ~ttled parts of this lIcction of the province. There are, besides. 
upwards of fifty other main, bye, ~nd cross roads, several of which arc 
of considerable length; the principal of these being, the roafls leading to 
Galt and Guelph j the new routes opened by the Canada company to 
the town of Godrich, on the shores of Lake Huron; those bebveen 
Burford and Malahide j between llrantford and Charlotteville; between 
Grimsby and Raiuham ; and several others. 

Dundas Street, styled a military route, traverses Gore and London 
districts centrally, commencing at the capital. York, passing through 
the villages of Neilson, Dundas, Oxford, and London, and joining the road 
north of the Thames. which is opened along the banks of the river, down 
to its mouth in Lake St. Clair. By this road the mail passes between 
York and Dundas; and from the latter place a branch or by-post is de
spatched to the westward, by the Dundas route to Sandwich and Am
bentburgh. and another to Galt and Guelph. The village of Dundas, 

o 
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about forty-five mOUes from York, i& prettily situated at the head of 
Burlington Bay. near the spot known by the name of Coot~' Panulise-, 
It is yet inconsiderable, as well 88 the other villages that have just been 
noticed; but from the advantages they An enjoy. of being on a poat 
route, added to an excellent fertile locality J they must very soon inc:rease 
in populousness and importance. Numerous settlements Bre scattered 
along this extensive road, which Bre emerging from the rudeacss of 
primitive cultivation, and exbibit some appearance of agricultural SUcce81 

and rural comfort. 
From Dundas the mail route lies through the village of Ancaster. 

the settlement at Stony Creek, and the villages of Grimsby and St. 
Catherine's, to Niagara. Ancaster contains _ chureh. and about three 
hundred and fifty or four hundred inhabitants, and is most eligibJy situ
ated in the centre of a picturesque and champaign country, in a high state 
of cultivation. Indeed, the vilJages on this road generally are seated in one 
of the most diversified parts of the province, and are much relievt!d by 
some of those grateful varieties of surface that yield 80 many charms to 
the romantic scenery of more hilly regions. From Ancaster posts are 
forwarded to Brantford, Wnterford, Simcoe, and Vittoria, and also to St. 
Thomas and Port Talbot, on the shores of l,ake Erie. 

Fort George, or Niagara. formerly Newark, but changed by law, in 
1798, to its present appellation, occupies the west bank of Niagara river, 
opp06ite the old fort of the same name, on the American frontier. Its 
potIition. on the shores of Ontario, and at the mouth of the river,-that 
together fonn Mississaga Point, upon which a lighthou8e has been 
erected.-is peculiarly advantageous; but ita proximity to the frontier 
boundary lays it open to the depredations of foreign hostility. in the 
event of war. In December, 181S, at a period when the town seemed. 
most flourishing, tttP. American forces, under General MtClure, of the 

• This Bpot owe. itt nome to the rhapeodic ~xpreaion of u ft;Ithu.aialtic .,...., ... ,.. 
being here llatior.ed, between Burlington Bay and a DlRl'Ilh to !he westward, load the aport ., 
exL'dJent, as tlle Ilame paaed in heavy Iligh" from the one to the other, that he dignified the 
_pot. othn1'I11e unintnesling, wRh itt preeent deJudiDs appen.tion. Major Cootea belous:e41to 
the BmiIL arm, 
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New York militia, barbarously eet it on fire in abandoning the fort, and 
it was totally' burnt to the ground -, Niagara has, however. risen from 
its ashes with astonishing rapidity, and is decidedly become one of the 
mOBt thriving villages of the province. Its population in 1828 amounted 

to U62 souls, and it will not now (1830) be overrated at 1500. It con
tains many neat houses, numerous shops, two or three respectable taverns, 
and .. a market, held on{'e a week, to which the farmers of the sur~ 
rounding country bring their various produce. Nor is it divested of the 
means of suggesting public improvements in print. or of discussing foreign 
politics; two. weekly newspapets, published in so infant a town, are 
positive evidence of a laudable spirit of literary emulation, as well as 
general advancement. Its harbour is remarkably good, and exhibits the 
gay scene of frequent arrivals and departures of sloops, barges, and steam
boats from and to every part of the lake and the 81. Lawrence, as low 
down as Prescott. 

The fort is garrisoned by a strong military detachment, the appear
ance of which Cllntributes greatly to the cheerfulness of the place, whilst 
the officers and the residents derive the mutual advantage of contri
buting reciprocally to their pleasures, by forming a small circle of society. 
:Niagara was formerly the seat of government of Upper Canada; but 
Governor Simcoe, who resided there, having Jaid the foundation of 
York, transferred his residence to the latter place, which afterwards be

came the capital. 
Queenston, in the southern part of the township of Niagara, and 

distant seven miles from Fort George, is pleasantly situated at the base 

of the romantic heights to which the village gives its name, and at the 
northern extremity of the portage, from the foot to tIle head of the Falls. 
The village contains a church, a court-house, and government stores. 
partly appropriated to the use of the Indian department, and a population 
of four or five hundred inhabitants. The lands around Queenston are in 
... ery dowiabing state of tillage; and the tame but highly beautiful 

• It hi but jU to .tate, that thiI unjutifiable meuare, greatly aggrantC!d by the severity 
oI • .uoa duriaS .. hleb it,.... adopted. wu di.ppnwed by the United State! government, 
ud Wued 1UIIIIItbodad. 8acb. deed. beloDrd not to tbi, age, but to the bubuian of --. 
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aspect of the fertile fields the eye surveys, is agreeably contrasted with 
dense foliage of distant forest." and the bold ridge rising majestically to 

the southward of the village, and stretching west and e-ast across the 
deep and toiling stream of the Niagara rivcr. Several stcam.boabo, most 
elegantly fitted up and with excellent accommodations, rUIl regularly 
between this place, and York, and Kingston -, 

The Queenston Height!> have be<..'Ome famolls in the annals ofe,Cana

di,11l history, much less for the battle which was fought there on the 8th 
of October, 1812. than for the disastrous event t o which it led. It was 
here that Genera\ "Brock feU, Wlli\st gallantly leading two f:Ompanics up 
the hill against a superior foret.'. strongly stationed on the heights. 
Short.ly after this awful catastrophe, General Sheaffe arrived, and suc
ceeding to the command, immediately collected all his effective forces, 
and making a judicious and spirited attack, completely routed the 
Americans, and took seven hundred and sixty.four prisoners. 

The province still clH'rish('s the memory of General Brock ; and its 
patriotic inhabitants have erected 011 the heights, that were the scene of 
his gallallt but fatal exploi t, an elegant monumental ('olumn t. to perpe
tuate the fume of the hero, and to commemorate at once thei r regrets for 
his loss, and veneration for his virtues. H e was prf~sidellt of the colony, 
and is now styled the .f H ero of Upper Canada." 

Immediately opposite Queenston is the rival village of Lewiston, 
on the American bank of the Niaga...u river. Both places are similarly 
circumstanced, from the position they respectively occupy at the corre~ 
sponding extremities of the portages on either side of the Falls of 
Niagara. Queenston has hitherto enjoyed the advantage over Lewiston 
in its bFfowth and consequence, but it is believed that the opening of the 

• TIIC FnoN'l f:!"A (' l{'l1v('II Qucenston ond Niagara every Saturday, and Kingston every 

W cdneA(iar. The Qn: I:Nfl10N lean'S the two furmer places on T hursday_, and \he latter pllot 
on Monllny~. Ther., orc alsu oevernl.team-boata on the American .ide of the Lake Ontario. 

t 'fIIC ,·i.{!n"tte opfNlIIite puge 60 givn a Tiew of the heighta and the monoment. The 
oolumn Nnt"im. 2. spiral IItllirease, by which viutOl'l may uctml to the gallery, near it. 
l ummit. TIM! p rO<.{lL'i:t lM!h~llI from the gallery i. truly commanding ad grud. In October, 
1~4. the moml remains of tIle deceucd ~enl and thoM- of hi& aide-de-camp, Lieutenant. 

Colonel J ohn M'OonclJ, were remOl·ed in ItOltmn pnx:naion from Fort George, and depoe.it«l, 
willi all mi1..i tary pomp ond bunoun, in the vault of the JDOIlumeot .. 
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WelJand Canal will materially affect its prosperity, by transferring the 
carrying trade from th(' portage to the canal. QUt..'ellston, hOWeV{!f, com
mands many valuable advantages, independently of the one of which it 
has been thus deprived: the fertility and beauty of the surrounding 
country, the excellence of its harbour, if su('h the Niagara lllay here be 
called, and die nndimhlished attractions of the splendid scenery in ib 
vicinit,y. will always secure to it an ('minent degree of interest, and insure 
its progressive aggr!mdisement. 

Nearly fonr miles west of Queenstoll is the village of St. David, 
eligibly located on one of the leading roads from Yurk to the head of 
Lake Erie, and on the borders of' a small stream called I.'our_n,ilc Creek. 
Six miles to the southward, branching off from the portage, is Lundy's 
Lane, the scene of a desperate but doubtf'1l conflict ou the 25th July. 
18140. between the British forces, \luder Generals lUaU and Drummond, 
and the A meriean troops, commanded by Generals Scott nnd Urnwn. 
The proximity of the field of action to the prodigiou .. Falls of the 
Niagara, must have awfully blended the muffled thunders ofthe cataract, 
with tIle loud din of' battle. 

The village of Chippewa is ten miles from Queenston, at the southern 
extremity of the portage, and occupies both banks of the "r eIland river, 
near the mouth of which, it is situated. It contains several neat llOUSCS, 

and about two hundred inhabitants! Deur it is a small for t, and also 
barracks for troops. The relative position of Chippewa, with regard to 
Queenston, renders both villages. in some measure, dependclIt upon the 
same causes of commercial prosperity, and both will inevitahly be, to 

a certain degree, influenced, in the rapidity of their improvements and 
increase, by the cllange8 that must takf' place in the direction of the 
trade, by the opening of the ,¥ cHand Canal. Chippewa will, however, 
suffer the lea.lIt of the tWIJ from such a circumstance, owing to the ad
vantage it enjoys of being upon the batiks of 11. navigable rivcr, linked 
with, and, \88 it were, forming part of the canal itself. 'fhe Welland is 
iD fact used as an eastern branch of the canal already, and is the channel 
through which produce passes to and from Buffalo. , 

On the opposite bank of the Niagara are situated the villages of 
Manchester and Fort Scb108her, the latter at the termination of the 
portage, occa.siooed by the Falls, on the American ,ide. Between Chip-
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pewa and Fort Sclilosher, where the river is two miles aDd a half wide, 
a ferry is established just above the line where the fOtrengtb of the current 

begins to ripple in its descent towards the Fall., The Bridgewater miI1s 
are on the banks of the Niagara. a few miles below the mouth of the 
Welland. A short distance from these mills, the western bank of the 
river discloses, a little above the water's 8urface. some very curious 
burning springs, that emit a highly inflammable gaseous vapour, whicb 
readily ignites on the approach of a lighted candle, and bums brilliantly 
for several minutes. The heat of these springs is stated to be fK) intense 
that it will cause water to steam, and, in some instances, even to boiJ ; 
but the experiment itself has not come under our immediate notice. 

'rhe plains near the village of Chippewa, south of the river, have 
acquired historical celebrity, as the scene of the famous contest, gallantly 
maintained on the 5th July, 1814, by General RiaU's army, against a su
perior American force, under the command of General Brown, aided by 
the troops under Generals Scott, Porter, and Ripley. 

The distance between Chippewa Ilnd Fort Erie is sixteen miles; 
the road is excellent, and follows the sinuosities of the river. whose banks 
are low. but picturesque. The intervening country is remarkably fine, 
and in a very good state of cultivation; the lands along the road are 
generally held by Dutch farmers, 

Fort Erie is the last place on the main post route, from the other 
extremity of the British dominions, at Halifax, but by-posts are for
warded from Ancaster, westward, to the remotest settlements of the 
province. The small village of Fort Erie, at the head of the river Niagara, 
occupies a rising ground of no great elevation, yet commanding a very 
extensive and interesting prospect. The fort is famed for the spirited 
resistance jt offered. whilst under the American flag in 181S. to ftJl ob.
stinate siege by the British forces. commanded by General Drummond, 
during which several very gallant and I8nguinary assaults took place. 
Several steam-boats ply upon Lake Erie between tbe fort and Amhem. 
burgh, and up the Detroit to Sandwich and to Detroit, and as far as 
Michilimackinac, at the head of Lake Huron. 

Bearing nearly nortb..,..t from Fort Erie, and OIl the opposite book 
of tbe river, is the village of Black lWck, DI!8T wb¥>h the great aortbena 
or Erie eanal passe.; and, about two mil .. to the southward of B1ack 
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Rock, on the shores of Lake Erie, is the thriving village of Buffalo, at the 
mouth of the creek of that name, and on the main stage road from Albany. 
It was one of those places that suffered from the measures of retaliation. 
adopted by the Brith~h army. after the total destruction of Niagara by 
the Americans, under Colonel M'Clure. Buffalo, however, from the 
advantages of its situation, at the junction of the Great Erie Canal 
with the lake. has since risen with astonishing vigour, to a populousness 
and importance, far superior to those it possessed before it fell a victim 
to the desolation of war. .Many of its houses arp elegant, and it contains 
two or three excellent inns. 

Before passing from the consideration of the district of NiR.!,rara to 
the description of the settlements west of it, the peculiarly favourabh;> 
geographical position it enjoys should not go unnoticed. Forming 
nearly an oblong square, bounded on three sides by navigable waters, 
and traversed cenmlly by a splendid canal, the access to all parts of it, i~ 
rendered extremely easy and inviting. The fertility of its soil and the 
congeniality of its climate, are not excelled in any district ofthe province, 
unless it be, probably. by the Western. The choicest fruit<> seem to be 
indigenous to its soil; peaches, nectarines, and apples are richly clustered 
on the branches of crowded orchards, and acquire a degree of perfection, 
equalled only on the luxuriant banks of the Detroit river. The sublimity 
of the views disclosed in the Niagara river, und the picturesque varieties 
of landscape produced by the Queenston heights, and occasional inequa.
lities of surface, give the scenery of this district a decided supt:riority, 
over that of any other in Upper Canada. 

The northern shores of Lake Erie, exclusively within the British 
dominions. are almost uniformly low and level, but irregular and moIren 
by the projection into the lake of 8everal elongated points, that bave a con~ 
li.derable influence on its stream, and render its navigation more intricate 
dian that <1f the other lakes. Of these projectiollB, Point AIJino, LonlC 
Point or North Foreland, Point aux Pi", 0< Landguard. and Point 
Pele <n' &oath Fo~ are the most prominent and OOMpictlOU8. 

Pciat A.hit:Jois .bout nOte miletl to the west of Fort Erie, aDd forms 
• OO'fe" ia -*'" -e, affimling safe .nchoa~ for ... ftIda. T.,n JDiIeB 
_'<JlPaiDt ......... htl '.'>ad __ hill .......... 11)' tr...1loe Iib_ 
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which serves as a Conspicuous landmark in the navigation of the lake. 
Passing beyond the mouth of the Grand river, and in front of the 
townships of Rainham and Walpole, we come to the small village of 
Dover. in front of the township of Woodhouse; and ten miles further to 
the village of Charlotteville, in the township of that name, and near 
Turkey Point. At the latter place, a spot was surveyed alld planned 
out for a dock-yard, and a small fort has been built. Five miles north 
of Charlotteville, and in the same township, is Vittoria, a little village on 
the post road to Ancaster. Iron works arc established at Charlotteville. 
that are adequately supplied witl} orc from the vicinity. 

Long Point, or North Foreland, is a narrow peninsula, little more 
than one hundred and eighty yards wide at it!> broadest part, and fitrE"tch
ing singularly into the lake from th{' south-west angle of ''''alsingham, 
eastward, to the distance of nearly twenty miles. It forms a deep blind 
channel or inlet, called Long Point Ray, at the bottom of which, when 
the waters are high, a pa!>sage for boats is open across the neck of land 
into the lake, through a small brook: when the waters are low, batteaux 
are easily hauled over the slender isthmus intervening. 

Proceeding westward from Long Point, and passing near a group 
of sand hiH~ upon the lake's borders, the road, which is opened the whole 
way from Fort :Eric, goes through the small hamlet of Stirling, about 
thirty-six miles from the carrying place over the North Foreland, to 
Port Talbot, seven miles further west. Port Talbot is almost equidistant 
from the extremities of Lake Erie, and at the bottom of a sweeping bend 
of its northern shores, placing it at the broadest point of the lake. This 
was the spot sc1ected in 180!Z by Colonel Talbot, a member of the legis
lative coundl of the province, for the formation of a settlement which he 
had plannecl on a large scale. and has since, in a great meuure, happily 
realized. Having obtained from his majesty's government a grant of 
one hundred thousand aereB of crown land, under the specific condition 
of locating an actual settler to every two hundred acres of the tract, be 
courageously penetrated the dense forests of Canada, and at the above 
date laid the foundation of the colony which now bears bis llame. The 
Talbot settlement is spread over a considerable extent of country from 
the principle mld policy that dictated the plan of-iu formatron. Will> 
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a view of opening a communication with the settlements of the Detroit 
and the Niagara, the settlers were judiciously located to continuous 

~ 

lands on the borders of two extensive roads, leading to the extremities 
of the lake, and upon another road leading into the ba<>k cOllntry. which 
has since been prolonged to Godrich, on the margin of L ake H urOIl. 

The tract of country the settlement occupies is not excelled in fer
tility by any of equal extent in. the provinC'e; and the inhabitants, emu
lating the example of their persevering leader, have industriously turned 
to account the advantages of their situation. Most of them have very 
good houses and barns, horses. horned cattle, hogs and sheep. In fact 
the settlement is populous, prosperous, and rapidly increasing, and is 
altogether a conspicuom; instance of success in the history of ('oloniJ;a
tion, that cannot fail to reward the generous exertions of its intelligent, 
but e<.'Centric founder and promoter. 

From P ort Talbot one road leads to the village of St. Thomas. 
distant ten miles, and another to the Delaware Indian villages. and the 
well-known wild .. called the Long Woods, on the Thames, distant thirteen 
or fourteen miles. 

About thirty-five miles wef)t of Port Talbot, in front of the town
ship of Harwich, is P oint aux Pins, or Landguard, which embays a 
surface of water fully equal to eight square miles. that communicates 
with the lake through a small outlet. The anchoring-ground to the 
westward of the point is goud; but it is not properly asct:rt~ined whether 
the bay within it is accessible to the lake vessels, and capable of keeping 
them afloat. Roads Iud from this Poiut to Chatham, on thl' Thames, and 
to the Indian village, on Great Bear Creek. 

Point Pele, or South Foreland, lies fifty-two miles nearly south
west of Landguard, and extends nearly nine miles due south into the 
lake. The bay fonned by it on the we.t is called Pidgeon Bay; and 
another on the east side affords good anchorage. The distance from this 
point to the mouth of Detroit river is thirty miles. 

Amhet'fltburgh. in the township of Malden, about three miles up 
the eastern aide of Detroit river. contains nearly two hundred houses, 
a church. court.boo ... , and gaol, many good shops, and a population ex· 
.oeediDg twelve hulldJod 8000. It is decidedly one of the mo.t delightful 

p 
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towns of the province. and, from the wealth and respectability of its 
inhabitants, is by no means a stranger to the pleasure~ of good society 
and the charms of social refinement. Amhprsthurgh was a frontier 
post and naval depot during the war; but the military workg, dock
yard, and stores were destroyed by the' English in 181S, when they ~re 
forced to evacuate it by an overwhelming American force. There 
is a nry safe und convenient harbour, with good anchorage in three and 
a h&lf fathoms. The works have been partly restored, and a military 
detachment is kept in garrison there, a sub-division of' which is stationed 
on Isle au Bois Blanc. Its situation is extremely picturesque; the. 
country around perfectly exuberant with richness and fertmty ; and the 
climate most salubrious and invigorating, notwithstanding the intensity 
of the heat during so~e parts of the summer. Indeed, the banks of' the 
Detroit river are altogether peculiarly favoured by nature: they stand 
unrivalled, if' equalled, in e rper Canada, for the generous luxuriance of 
their soil, the crystalline beauty of the streams by whit'h they are watered, 
the cerulean purity of the skies, and the deHciousncss and delicacy of the 
fruits the orchards produce in the most abundant profusion. Peaches, 
pears, plums, apples, nectarines, and grapes are produced in the highest 
degree of perfection, and seem far more the spontaneous offsprings of a 
congenial earth and atmosphere, than the rer,ult of horticultural cultivation, 
which is, in general, rather neglected. The rivers abound with a variety 
of excellent fish. and the marshes and woods with u still greater diversity 
of game; whilst the numerous orc1uuds, loaded with their impendi.ng 
treasures. and skirting the main road a short distance from the banks of 
tllC Detroit, re..echo with the shrill, sweet, and merry notea or tuousands 
of wild warblers. 

The settlements in this part of the Western District, tIte most ft'

mote of any in the province, originated when Canada was yet under the 
dominion of France, and are therefore composed chieHy of Frmcb 
Canadians. The distribu tion of the lands in narrow elongated slips, the 
consequent contiguity of the farmt, the mode of cultivation, attd the 
manner. qf the people are strongly OOfttnated with the ... me ~ ... 
the other settled parts of Upper CIIII6da; but they bear 80 .t>iking .. 
analogy to the character of tbe oeigIliorial lettl_1I in $he a'!*<t""'" 
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vince, that it would be easy to fancy ourselves in one of its many flou
rishing parishes, were it not for the superiority of the Detroit fruits that 
would dissipate the illusion. 

Fourteen miles beyond Amherstburgh, pursuing the course of th£> 
river, stands the town of Sandwich, containing 140 or 150 houses. a 
church, distinguiRhed by the appellation of the Huron Church, a court
house, and gaol. There are wharfs along the river side, where vessels 
may be safely moored during the winter. Opposite Sandwi('h is the 
American village of Detroit. The surface of the Detroit is almost annually 
frozen over in winter, and tIlell affords a convenient communication 
with the American settlements on the other bank, and with thos(' at the 
upper and lower regions of the river. From Sandwich, the Middle Road 
takes its departure east; and a branch of it leads dowlI to Belle Point, on 
I.Jake Erie, from whence a traverse-road strikes tTle borders of l,ake St. 
Clair. The lands on this lake are laid out into townships. but not yet 
settled: however, they are not likely to be long uninhabited, as their esta
blishment promises to be accelerated by the probrressive extension of the 
settlements of the Canada Company on the sllOfes of Lake Huron. Be
yond these there is no cultivated land; and the northern shores of Huron 
and the borders of Lake Superior remain in their pristine state of wilder. 
ness. except where occupied Ly a. straggling fur-trading post, established 
by the late North-West Company. Fort , iVilHam, at the head of Lake 
Superior. is by far the most important of any of thebe posts, and the 
only one, on this side the height of land forming the boundary of Hud
son's Bay territory. deserving particular notice. The vil1age. which was 
the head..quarters of the late company. is remarkable as the scene upon 
which Lord Selkirk came in immediate collision with several of the most 
distinguished members of the north-west. during the height of the 
trading and territorial CeudR between the rival companies. 

GENERAL STATISTICAL SUMMARY. 

The subject;of population is decidedly one of the most important 
braDyhea of political eoonomy; and its fluctuations are, perhaps. the best 
puIIo of ~ state, from the knowledge of which its decline or prosperity 
may 1!e .fairly in(e<)'ed. It is, however, a subject hut too generally 
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