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the westerly angle of the oeif!Uiory of Nt'W Longueuil and the south
westerly angle of the seigniory of V 8udl'eUiI are repreeented .. .,."inci
d.ent, when, in reality, they are about nine miles distant from each otber. 
The t.rue intent and meaning of the order in counci1 'appears to be as 
follows : viz. That the boundary between Upper and Lower -can.da 
shaU commence at the stone boundary above Pointe au Baudet, ahd run 
along the line which divides the township of Lancaster from the seigniory 
of New Longueuil (and this line, it is necessary to observe, as wen Ii most 
of the seignoriallines of the province, ought to run north-west and 8OUth~ 
east, reckoning from the astronomical meridian, in conformity to an 
ancient ordinance of the province, or "Ar~t et reglement du conseil 
superieur de Quebec, date 1,1 de ~1ai. 1676") to the westerly angle of the 
said seigniory; thence along a line drawn to the south_westerly angle of 
the seigniory of Rigaud, and continued along the westerly line of Ri
gaud until it strikes the Ottawa river. as represented on the topographical 
map by the letters AB, BC, CD. 

This is the light in which the terms of the order of council have 
been "iewed by the respeciive government of both provinces. and in
deed the only interpretation of which they were susceptible. The qu~1t
tion, though several times agitated in the councils of either province, 
was never so definitively decided as to set difficulties at rest, and the 
anomaly was represented to His Majesty's imperial government in order 
to obtain its rectification from that quarter. The government of Lower 
Canada, however, acting upon the interpretation that the spirit of the 
king's order in council pointed out, and which the nature of tbinge could 
alone admit, granted letters patent for the erection of the !Ownwhip of 
Newton (March, 1805), and subsequently for the augmell~ 01 that 
township, as being vacant crown land in Lower Canach. a.;oining the 
sister province of Upper Canada-. 

* ItmDSt be obwved that the weeterly line of thf! teignlory of Ripcc\_ well .. the ether 
liDeI on. the Ottawa, ought to run, by tbe ancicmt onljlllUlce, Mrd q~ut. '"lui to Il· 
15' Hit from the aatronomieal meridian. There ia abo • variatilm ......... ~ of die 
Lancuter u.wnlhip line ud the aeignorialliae 01 New LonpuU. ., . .. ~ ~ til;, oacIR to 
be precUel, tht tame j &ad lOme grant, that have btea made by 11 .. ~(";t' lit.,. suppo-i ~ 
infringe upon the aeigniory. fl'Ollil wbi.ch la'llRUit:l1MltWeeD \be gnDtee ~ cnrwa ...... ~ 
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Lower Cenada, ~ ... bounded, ill divided into tbxee chief districts, 
QtIebec. MURlreol, and Tlor .. m_., and two inferior one" Gtupe and 
SL FI'tRfCi6, It i. further divided into forty counties, by an act of the 
provincial legi.lature, 9 Geo. IV" chap. 78; its minor subdivisions con~ 

sisting of se.igniories, fiefs, and towuships; there being of the two former 
208, besides m;nor grants, chiefly consisting of small islands in the St. 
Lawrence, and of the latter, 160; of the townships.ll7 were surveyed ill 
whole or in part, and forty-three projected only; the pftl'ticul;:Lrs of 
which will he hetter explained by the following tabular exhibit: 

Diviaiom and Subdivisio1t8 qf tlte Province qf Lower Canada into Dis/ric", 
Counties" Seigniorie8, Fiefs. Townallip8, ,-%,c. 

N. B. The towDships marked with an usteri~k are included in and eompoi!e the inferior 

dittrict of ~t. FrsncilJ. 

MONTREAL DISTRICT 
CONTA.IN8 19 COUNTIES, 70 8 £IGNIORIE8, 6 FIEFS, A.ND 59 'l'OWN'Sh'IPS. 

In rach County. 1 In Ncb COllnly. 

CoO)/TIEI, 19. i t COUNnEs. j ,,; t ,,; 1 " ~ I ~ 
,~ • • • ~ ~ • - r-~ -RicllcHpu . 

- - ---
Ac:adie , , , 2 · 0 ... .. ' 
Beauhamois I • Rouville . . , 7 ... ..' 
Berthier , 0 3 .2 Se. Hyacinthe · 3 ... .. ' 
Chambly • 5 1 ... Shelford · I .. , '" 3 
Lachenaye . . 2 .. , 2 Stanstead . .. ' . .. " La Prairie. , , • ... ... Terrebonne • .. . 3 
L' Aasomption , . 1 .. 2 Two Mountains . , 3 ... 6 
Mi .. ilqw.1 • . . 1 .. , 3 Vaudreuil , 4 ... 1 
l\footrE'al J .. ... Verchens 8 2 ... 
Ottawa . , , 1 ... 8 Projected Townships ... ... 14 

zwrial tenant han. originated. Disputes about bounditries. of a nature stiU more .wriouB, alO8C 
only reoeatJy betwwn the poteet of the crown lettled in Upper Canada and tbOlle adjoining 
in tho ~ Province, ia which the 1ep1 proceet of the respective courts came in colliaion, to 
d:te .. ktI..s.we iDOOJ]nmienee ad ibjQry of the laDdholdera. OtLel'l may fnquently recur, 88 
fbw1*'t atdie Plo,~ s. sheady io a tJIl'O-ritItiDS ttateofcuJtintiou. uoleae the govemrnentl of 
~ 'JIl'o.hi136i '-tow ..me oeuideration upon the IUbject, 11ft' that tM claims of jndjvidual, 
1III&I:Qi;,.,... .we . ., the lioe may be Dlorfl e8IIUy adjnated tMn after long alld undisturbed. ,.:.il .... ptocbacttd t:tiJl pMter imJl'l"O""e!ne.nt upoo the .. tH. 
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ACADIE. 
Sftpioriu. 

D.Le -'r 
La Colle 

TOffJfIdips. 
Sberrington 

Aux Noix 

Au:! Tete 

ldu. 

BEA UHARNOIS. 
Seigreior'itl. 

Beauhunoia 

TOfl"ldiPl' 
Godmanebetur 
Hemmingfurd 
Hinchi~brookt 

I"dia" wild,. 
bla.Ib. 

Gt'l.Dde hit 
l eles de la Paix, part of 

BERTHIER. 
Seignioriu. 

Berthier and Augmentation 
D Aillebout 
D 'Autraye and Augmentation 
De Ramuy 
lale Dul*' 
Lanaudim, part of 
LauaW"&ie IUld Augmentation 
Lavaltrie 

Antaya 
Chkot 
Du 8abl~. or York 
Pttit Bruno 
Randin 

Tow.dip', 
Bmul .. 
Kildano 

lila. -s..,-
CHAKBLY. 

~. 
Boochernlle 

Chambly. Welt 
LoogueWl 
Loogv...u.~ 
MontarriUe 

Fiif·· 
Tremblay 

Jlle,. 
lale. CommuDes 
p""", 

LACHi:N AYE. 
Stignioria. 

Lachenaye 
L'Aaeomption 

TOffIffllti/U. 

Kilkenny 
Wexford 

Bounlon 
LA PRAIRIE. 

Sng"JorU,. 
Chateauguay 
La Prairie 
La Salle 
Sault St. Loui" 

1I1u. 
A Ia Pm, P'1IJ 
AnI: Hurons 
St. Bernard 

L'ASSOMPTION. 
8eig.uone,. 

St. Sulpioe 

TQftf",AifM' 
Chertaey 
Rawdoo 

IIle', 
Bouchard, Lower lale 

KI88I9QUI, 
• 

&ipioriu. -
8t. Annaod 

r ...... ..,'. 

~ONTREAL 

County'. Illmd • .ad 8eipiory. 

Nun.lalud 
St. Helen 
St. Tbereae 

OTTAWA. 
Seipioriel. 

Le Petiw Nation 

TOff'ft6AifU' 
Bri.tul 
Buckingham 
Cluendcm 

D."l' 
Eardley 
Hun 
Lich6cld 
L«h&ber and Augmentation 
Onslow 
Portland 
Templeton 
Wake6eld 

RICHELIEU. 
Sn8"torie6. 

Boa""",,, 
Bourehf'min 
Bourgmarie 
St. CblJ"la 
St. Droit 
St. Oun Md Aaplenauoo _1 

ROUVILLE. 
Sftpiona. 

B1eury 
Clwnb/y,Eoot 1"-
• .... aDd' ."Im ,o'.' 

~ ' I ' ~ 

ICOJu 
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Rourille 
Sabrevois 

ST. HYACINmE. 
Srignioriu. 

Bourchmtin 
De Hammy 
St. Hyacinthtl 

Brome 

Ely 

SHEFFORD 
TOfVn.ship&. 

Farnham and Augmentation 
Granb}' 

Milton 
Roxton 
Shefford 

Stukely 

STANSTEAD 

TQWnshlJls. 
·Bari'ord 
·Barnaton 

-Bolton, pllrt of 
-HadeJ 
Potton 

-StanateM: 

TERI\IiIION)/B. rug.ud 
~ S~I. Soulange 

BlaJaviUe IItId Augmentation Vaudrt'wl 
to Riviere du eMne. 8. 

7'()RInfhrps 
Deaplaines arutAugmentation Newton 
hIe Jesus 
Terrebonne EUld AugmentatiOll 

Tonmdips. 
Abcrcromby 
Chatham (jole 

HOWMd 

TWO MOUNTAINS, 
Scignwriu. 

Argenteml 

I .ac des deux l\Iontagncs 
Riviere Uti Chene 

Tonmdip, 
Arundel 
Chlltllll.ln 

Grenville 

H arrmgton 
H oward 

WI'nt\lurtlL 

VAVDIu;:tJIL. 
Seigniories. 

Nouvelle LongueuiJ 

Aux Pim, 

Aux 'fourtea 

Perrot Ide 
St. Glmhicve Isle 
St. Giles 

VERVUERES. 

Seigniories. 
Bellevue 
Bclrrll and Augmentation 

Cnp St Michel 
ClIDtrecu.'ur 

Cournoyer 
St. Blain 
Vnrennes 

VerehetL'li 

GUilla uthere 

La 'frinitl 

BI:a ... gnrd 

Bouchard, UJ'per hll' 

DISTRI C'f OF QUEBEC 
OOHT.41N8 13 COVNTJE8, 79 8SIGNrOIUS8, 12 FISFS, AN n 38 'rOWh" II U'B 

In eacll COIIDly In carll Cwnly. 

I ---- -

~ l ~ , t 
COUlfTI." 

~ t COUI! ru: . , 
~ ~ , • • ~ §. ~ • 0 

• ~ ~ ~ ~ 

;----Boo_. · · 7 9 Montm~i I 
1IoI1ooh._ · · 7 2 4 0.1 .... . I -.. 1 ... Pootneuf 13 3 K_ 

· 7 1 3 Qa<boo 4 • 2 L= · 9 3 1 Rimoo,ki . 15 1 2 
l~ · · 8 .. s.-.. y 6 1 . 'Mfa de · · . .. 16 . 

AA 
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BEAueE. 

Seignwries. 
Aubert de I'Is1e 

Aubert Gallion 
Jolliet 
St. Etienne 
St. Joseph 
St. Marie Nouvelle Belt.uce 
Vaudreuil 

TowruhiJU 
Cranhourne 

DitcMield 
F~_ 

Je~y 

.Marl0lt; 

Risborough 
Spalding 
\Vatforll 

\Volmm 

BELLECHASSE. 

."eignioriu. 
Beaumont and Augml:!utation 

Bertbit'T 

Li\""lIudiere 
St. J ervai, 

St. lIIichel } 
S V r d La Durant. 

t. a leT an aye 
Augmentation 

Villocno('S 
Fiifl. 

La Mal1iniere 
l\lolltapeinc 

Tuwn,hips. 
Armagh 
Bucldanu 
Standon 

W". 
DORCHESTER. 

L ....... 

ISLET. 
Snpiorie,. 

Bon"""", 
Clip St. Ignace 
hIe Ver1e 

.Lepinay 
k_d 
Vlslet 

St. Claire 
St. Jean Port Joli 
St. Roch dl!ll Annais 
\ 'jncelot nnd Augmentation 

Fournier 

Gagne 
R eaume 

Fiefl, 

Tfltr""hips. 
Ashford Slid Augmentation 

]slands. 

bJ('~ au" GlUes et nux Dies 

KAMOURA SKA . 

Seig1lioriet. 
Granville 
Granville and Lacbenaye 

lalct du Portage 

~INIERE. 

• 8eWtOOritt. 
Boo •• """. 
Deadllullona, or Riv. du Chene 

and Augmentat:on 
Detplaines 
GllIJpC 
Lotbinihe and Augmentation 
St. Croix 
St. Gile, 
Tilly, or St. Antoine 

MEGANTlC. 
TO'VIJ8hip' . 

Adstoek 

Broughton 

CoL-aine 
IJon., 
GMyhunt 

Halifax 
InvemCIII 
Ireland 

L.w. 
Nelson 
Oulney 

Shenley 
Somcuet 
Thetford Kamouraska 

Rh'er Ouclle and 
tion 

Augment&- Tring 

Winslow 
St. Anne de J. Pocad.iere 

Teneboit 

St. Denis 

TOfJ!1ll hip', 

Bungs}' 
h....!h 
Woodbridf!e 

lllel. 

H"" loIand, P'" of 
lue Verte 
IUmoorull'. lo1aDdo 

'IONTMOBENOI. 

S~rit:l. 

C'ted.~ 

ORLEANS Co., hland, .. d 

&;P"Y' 

PORTNECF. 
Seipioriu. 

B&i< orul A~. 
IIoougL>Wo 
c.pswe 



DIVISIOlPl_~VISIONS. 179 

D'Auteuil --0-"' ... St. Ar 
Fauaaembault: 
a.ondiDeo 
Guillaume Bonhomme 
Jacques Cartier 
Netl'rille.or PoiJtWaUI Trembl 
Perthuia 
Pomeut 

Galldarville 
La CbevTOtUn 
La Teeeerie 

QUEBEC. 
Seig1fiori~$. 

&auport 
Notre Dame des Anges 
St. Gabriel 
Sillery 

Hubert 
St. Ign ... 

RIMOUSKI. 

Seign~', 

Bic 
Dartigny 
De PriTu, or Mitis 
Isle Vertc 
I.ac AiataperlUach 
Lac Mitia 
I.e PIlg\' and Tivierge 
r......d 
Aladawi\8ka Rnd Temiscouat.ll 

! Matune 
I Richard Riollx 

Rimouski 
River du Lollp 
St. BarnabC 
Trois Piatol('b 

I Pachot 
Fir/s. 

l'Ifatane 

SL Denis 

111011(13. 
Bic 
Biquettc 
Green Island 
St. BamabC 

SAGUENAY. 

Seignioritl. 
EbouiempruJ 

Isle BUX Coudrea 
1\1 ille Vachca 
!\fount Murray 
Murray Bay 
Terra Firma Ik Mings" 

TOAIIf"llpS. 

Settrington 
blu 

Islet! rt hlcts de MinSUIi 
Isle or AntiCOl:oti 

THREE RIVERS DISTRICT 

OONTAINS 6 COUNTIES, 2£t IjgJO"IOR1BB, 9 PIB", ANn 53 TOWN8Inr!l. 

In each Cou.r.ty I I In u.ch (,ounty. I 

~ .t. f CoUNTIBS 11 1.' I.:; t I CoUNTIS8 

} ~ ! 1 ~ ~ 
J,,:-----h -·--I--f-
~amplain. 51St. l'tlaur:i«! I 8

S 

.. ". 2 , 
DrumDlODd 19 Sherbrooke :':;0 

NJeoJet. .. ., 2 Yarnaaka 

Towmk;"'. <j;c. ;n each County. 

Totfntlieipr. 

181t6. 

DRUMMOND. 
TotfIN8hip6. 

A .... 
Artbabyka 

A.ua aDd Augmenutloo ......... 
*m..... 
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-Durham 

'H~ 
H_n 
G"",thom 

*Kinpy 
SimJlllOn 
Stanfuld 
*Tingwick 

Up"'" 
lVanrick 
Wendover' 
Wickham 
*Wolfstown 

'Wotton 

NICOLET. 

· ~ie.J. 

B"""""", 
GentiUy 
LlV1vdor St.Pierre lea Becque 
Nicolet and Augmentation 

Belair 

Cournoyer 
GOOefroi 
Roquetailladf' 

TOllmlAlfU· 
Blandford 
Maddmgton 

I,lt,. 
~foran 

1fI'~~UJ!ICE. 
&;pioriu. 

G .... cIpre 
GJ'OIIbois 01' MMhiehe 
lAnaudim. 'f*\ of 
Mukinonge 
Pointe du Lac 
Riviere du Loup 
St. Marguerite 
St. Maurice 

Fieji. 
CaruM 

,- ,~ 
·Pj~D 

'!haytoo 
"DudeweD. ,
·Emberton 
IIGarthby 

·Hampden 
·Hereford 
*Lingwick 
*1'IIan.ton 
*l\felboumc 

Dumontier ·Newport 
Gatineau and Augmentation ·Orford 
St, Etienne and Land, of the ·Shipton 

Forges ·Stoke 
St. Jean and Angmt:ntation ·Stratford 

TOff1ruAjps. *Weedon 
Cutoll 
Hnotel1!towD 

New GlaRgOw 

SHERBROOKE. 
Towrt#lrip,. . """, 

lIAuckland 

""Brompton 
·Bury 
*Cbe!ham 

*Clifton 
*Clinton 

*Compton 

GASPE DISTRICT 

·Westbury 
Whitton 

1-Windsor 

YAl\IASKA. 
&igltiorite. 

Baie St, AntoUae or du Febvrc 
&urgmarie, ElIl<t 

Courval 
Deguir 

LllIIIIudii:re 
Pierreville 
St. Franlioib 
Y.-ka 

CONT ... 'pl8 2 COUN'TlJrS, 1 SE1()NIOBY, 6 FUIPS. ANn ro TOWNS.IPS. 

In e&d\ County . 
. 

CotlN'l'IES. • It 

I ~ 1 - - - f" ,~ __ re . . I ... . . . ... 6 S 



DONAVJ!i1iITURJl 
snPomi. 

Shoollft<i 
1booul;J"O' 

Maria 
til;:";"", 7 
RiwlIlODd 

GASPE. 
. Fwf .. 

Ance a Beaufils 
Anee de l'Etang 
Bonaventurt" lB1e 

Grande ValMe dea Moots 
Magdeleine 
Ste. Anne 

TIJItJ1IIMp, . 

Magdalen Isl~ 
Number, 8 
Number, 9. 
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In assigning houndaries to the counties north of the St. Lawrence 
and to those along the Ottawa river some inaccuracy occurred in the d~ 
scription. that will become apparent upon looking at the map. :By the 
late act remodelling the political divisions of the colony, the lateral Jines 
of those counties are described as prolongations of certain seignorial side·· 
lines, stretching northward to the boundaries of the province; but the 
bearings of the!c lines being widely different on the Ottawa and on the 
St. Lawrence, the fonner running north lr 15' east. the latter due' north
west, we find that the eastern side~line of Ottawa county, if prolonged in 
confonnity with the law, wou1d traverse diagonalJy the whole range of 
counties to the eastward. In ordt'T, therefore. to avoid as much as pas. 
sible the confusion that would necessarily result from this oversight, we 

ha~e thought it better to allow the boundaries of tbe counties to the east 
of Ottawa to_ remain ullaltered, confining the change of limits to the 
Ottawa county t which 6hou!.d be bounded to the eatltward by the east O1lt~ 

l&re qf/k Hignioty 'II La Petite Nation, and a prolongation of that Jin" 
till it interseeu the eastern boundary of the county of Two Mountains 
and w:estem boundary; of the county of Terrebonne. thence along the said 
boU1)d1ui to' the nOrth-west limits of the province . 

. A.r(overwigbt of a similar nature occUlTed in describing the boundaries 
of dun"iiinty of Champlain, which i. bounded in the act by the connty 
ot;P-....r OIl the north-eut and by tM "'- St. Maw";"e on the south

. ~j;1l1ae loiIth-weet line of Portneuf intersects the St; Maurice at about 

.• loi,.: ,' miIei!:&om the St. Lawrence, at g . on the D!AP; therefore, the 
" .j IltJ:lofa.-pltoioo iI.CirculDlCribect..nd f"""'. triangular tract, baying 
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for its limits the St. Maurice and St. Lawrence to tile oouth-west and 
south...east, reducing its contents to 788 square miles. TIle south-west line 
of the county of Portneuf is carried on due north.west, dividing that 
munty from the county qf St. Maurice, and throwing the upper section of 
the river St. Maurice in the body of the former; the natural division that 
presents itse1f in the St. Maurice will probably point out hereafter the 
expediency of declaring it the boundary between both counties. 

The counties of La Chenaye and Terrebonne are limited by the 
north.west boundary of the townships W exford and Cbertfley respect
ively; hence a vacant space in the rear of those townships is found not 
included in the body of any county. This tract is distinguished on the 
map by the letters a., h. c, d; it is 20 miles in breadth by S40 in dE'pth. 
extending from the rear of the two last mentioned counties to the north. 
west boundary of the province, and containing a superficies of about 
4,800 square miles. 

These anomalies, as they do not immediately affect the settled PArts 

of the country, are not likely to be attended with those mischievous 
consequences that might otherwise be expected to result from them. 
They point out, however, the necessity of a re"ision of the new divisions 
of the province, and the expediency of a short subsidiary act, corrective 
of the boundaries of those counties which we have particularized. 

In superficial extent, as ncar as the knowledge of its boundaries will 
admit of an estimation, Lower Canada contains upwards of 205,868 
square statute miles, of whic.h superficies about 8200 miles may be said 
to be covered by the numerous lakes, rivers, and streams of the province, 
exclusive of the surface of the St. Lawrence and part of the Gulf, 
whi~h together occupy an area of nearly 52.500 miles, making the tOtal 
extent of tht> province equal to 258,368 square miles. 

The lands are held by two distinct tenures, the feudal. and the aoe
cage ; of the former are almost all the lands on tbe bord .... of the St. 
Lawrence, those upon the Richelieu, tbe Yamaaka, and the Cba.udiere~ 
The lands possessed under tbi • • pecieB of tenure were all granted enter:i ... 
to the conquest in 1759, excepting Murray Bay, Mount Mumiy, aacl 
the seigniory of Shoolbred, in the Bay of Chaleun. . They OOIIoio!: ,fill. 
.eigniorieo and II.,., ..... eral of which ore of OODIiderabie _nt, " ..... 
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ing in varlow inlitances 86 "luare leagues in superficies. The rotal 
amount of grants made in the whole province under the fpudal system 
amountl ro about 12,066,000 French arpenls, or 9,849,600 acres, equal ro 
15.890 square miles. Of this immense quantum almost one~halfJ or 
5,19i.M6 arpenu, consist of vast tracts that lie waste, or nearly so, in 
the unsettled parts of the province, such as Anticosti, Niagara, Mille 
Vaches, Metapediach, &c. ; and of the rear sections of seigniories of con~ 
siderable depth, such as are fOUlld in the Cote de Beaupre, Batiscan, St. 
Gabriel, and otbers, thus reducing the amount of the lands actually 
farmed. or properly within the pale of settlement, tf) 6,873,954 arpents 1 
equal in the aggregate to the sum, in acres, of the surveyed soccage lands 

of the colony. 
The lands in free and comlnon soccage are those that were laid out, 

surveyed, and granted subsequently to the conquest of Canada by Glcat 
Britain, and which now compose that class of the local subdivisions <)f 
the country called townships. These generally lie more in the interior, 
in the rear of the seigniorial grants. being situated along rivers for their 
front., where a stream of sufficient magnitude presents itself for that 
purp06e. or laid out conveniently and contiguously in the interior. The 
dimen:.ions of a regular river-township are 9 miles front by Ifl dec}}, and 
its subdivisions consist of 12 ranges. containing each 28 lots. Those of 
an inland-township are 10 miles squarc, it .. subdivisions consisting of 11 
ran!,re8 of 28 lots each·, The total number of townt!hips erected undel 

• To •• oid repeatiDg tho dimeMions of townships and their 8ubdh'isj01l8, tbe Hme is hpr~ 
given precilely. The moo enct content of ten mIles squar<', the u~ual dimension" of ,m inland 
townwip, as pl'e8CJ'ibed by the warrants of survey, is 61 ,000 oerell, ('xc\usiv{' ()f the usual 
allowuoe of fin acres 011 every hundred for highwuys This quantity i'l contained in a tract 
or 10 mUes and 6 chailll in length, by 10 miles 3 chaine and 50 links in perpendicular 
breadth, or .w:h otber length auo breadth as way be equivalent thereto. A rectangular town. 
sLip of tbi. adll'lea&u1"'ment contains denn con{'ession .. or range; or Iota, each lot heing 73 chain!, 
and 5linb loag, aud 28 cbltins 75 links broad. Each range is di"ided into 28 lots, so that eaclJ 
WwDIhip oo.w... 808 lotIJ of 200 acres, with the allowance for highway" Of thelt! lots 220 
we (pDW to Iet~, ud the ft'mnining B8 reserved for the crOWIl and proteJ,wt clergy. In 
like DWlDH, it may be obeerved, that the quantity nearest to ,he content of nine miles brood by 

twel: .. e ml1. deep. the usual dimension. of a riveT.townilhip, is 6'],200 acres, exclusive of the 
tlllcnraDce for~. nett are cxmtaibed in a tract of 7i8 chains broad, by 969 chainllond 60 
liDb JeDs, Ul' oth.r .,.u: .. leat length aDd bresdtb, A rec:Wlgular towaahip of thet.e dimelliioili 
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letters patent in the province is 105, which together contain in round 
numbers 6,Sqf),OOO acres, of which quantity 2,793,598 acres were granted 
to various patentees, and upon which propomona~ reservations of one· 
seventh were made for the crown and the clergy respectively, acoording 
to law, and about 390,000 acres are held by divers persons, under rerti. 
ficates of location. 

Of die total quantum of the lands heM by both species of tenure, 
about 8,000,000 of acres are under actual cultivation; to which amount 
may be superadded about 200,000 acres which are in that progressive state 

aProvincially termed en abatU, baving merely undergone the preliminaries 
of agricultural improvement. Of the lands in culture it may be said that 
one-third on an average yields . the grain crops for the consumption and 
exports of the province; the other two-thirds being partly left fallow, 
and kept as depasturing IiIld meadow land. 

Those parts of this beautiful province that are yet in a primitive 
state of nature appear, on the whole, agreeably diversified by hill, plain, 
and valley. though, in some sections. mountainous and bold, and the 
8011 is in general richly covered with a sturdy growth of vahwble forest 
trees. Forming an estimate of the adaptation of those pM1:8 of the 
country to the purposes of agriculture from surveYR- .explorations 
performed at different times, and especially of late years, i.t may be fairly 
stated that two-thirds. at least. of the wilds of Lower Canada are likely 
in process of time to bow to the arts of agriculture and be brought under 
cultivation; the remaining third may be considered as unsusceptible of 
tillage, being, in a great measure. composed of rugged steeps, barren 
hills, and sterile morasses and swamps. 

contains twelve couc:cssions or ranges of lots, each lot being 80 chaina and 80 linb long and 26 
chain" broad, and in cnch range 28 Iota, making in ill 336 Iota of 200 acJft, witb the bighway •• 
or this number 240 lU'e gt'A'Itable to settlerl, and the remaining 96 are rt'IIerYtJ ~ before mea.. 
tioned. . 



CHAP~R IX. 

Faee of tbe Country-Rivers-Roads-Soil-Settlements. 

THE divisions of the province enumerated and described in the pre
~ng ~pter are those that owe their existence to artificial creation, 
and are such as wer~ dictated with a view to the judicial, political, and 
socia.l interests and convenience of the inhabitants. The nahlral divisions 
of the. country are those bold and distinct lineaments traced on the face 
of Nature, forming and dividing extensive valleys by prominent highland 
ridges, and separating vast tracts of territory by large rivers and streams. 
In viewing the dtvisions of Lower Canada under the latter aspect, the 
St. Lawrence conspicuously presents itself as a leading feature in its 
physical geography. bisecting the province into two grand sections, the 
one lying to the nortb, the other to the south, of that great river. 
Emerging from Upper Canada at Point-au-Baudet, it Bows exclusively 
through the L~wec Province, traversing in a north-easterly course the 
grand valley which it drains in its broad career to the ocean. This 
vaHey is confined to the northward by a range of mountains commencing 
at Grenville on the Ottawa river, and stretching nortb-eastward across 

the country as it passes at various distanres from the banks of the St. 
Lawrence, from which it recedes at some points about 40 miles, ap
proaching at others to within 15 or 20, until it strikes the river at Cape 
Torm~nt, 80 miles' below Quebec. From this cape the mountainous 
character of the shores of the st. Lawrence may be properly said to com
mence, and especially to the northward, where they conlSist of bold and 
abrupt ;hi~ rising to a general eleyation of S and .. 00 feet, and in some 
instances attaining an altitude of nearly 2000. To the southward the 
Great·Valley is bounded by a range of hills situated about the sources 
of the . CoQnecticut river, and connecting to S. W. with the Green 
Mountain. in the state of Vennon!, and by them with tb'e bold ;ange 
o( .the Alleganie •• wbich forms the grand geological division between 
_be walen. Ilf.the .Atlantic and those of the . St. Lawrence. The moun
tain, at tbe.heada of Connecticut in their progress north .... tward 
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diverge into two different rammcationR or spurs about the source of 
the st. John river: one directing its course centrally through the country, 
nearly parallel with the course of the St. Lawrence and the shores of the 
sea; the other diverging more to the north, and extending along the St. 
Lawrence to its mouth. Its distan(.'C from the borders of the river varies 
from thirty to thirteen miles, until it actually subsides on its banks and 
confines the bed of the waters. Seen from the northward it has a distinct 
outline, but it does not exhibit the appearance of a mountainous range 
when viewed from the southward, in consequence of the table elevation 
of the country on that side. Beyond the mountains that bound the , . 
valley of the St. Lawrence on the north, the common level of the land IS 

marked by a considerable table elevation above the surface of the river, 
and is traversed by several ridges of no very oonspicuous altitude till the 
bolder mountains rise to view, that bound the province to the north.wf>st, 
and divide the waters of Hudson's nay from those that descend in 
opposite ~urses to the St, Lawrence. 

Having thus endeavoured to convey to the reader a general idea of 
the face 01' the country, or rather an outline of its most prominent natural 
diviloions, it behoves us in the next plB<'e to afford him the means of 
forming as correct a conception of the roads, rivers, soil, aed:tettlements 
of the province as the information we command may allow; and the more 
easily and efficiently to accomplish the task, it may appear proper to 
adopt separate sections of country, in order to avoid too vague, unsatis. 
factory, and general 8 description. 

That grand division of the province lying north of the St. Lawrence 
may, for this purpose, be subdivided into three aectimu: 

The firM embracing the country between the Ottawa and the 8t. 
Maurice ; the MCOnd, the country between the St. Maflf'ice and the 
Saguenay; and the third, the residue of the teni.tory east of the 8ope1uJg 
to the extreme boundary of the province. 

The grand division south of the St. lAnvrence will al.eo constitute 
tIw .... ubdi.Uio",: the ji"t comprising all that part of Lower Caaacla 
west of the "tier C/oa~, the oecond the territories east of the CAtuuirIn 
to the west bounds of G .. ~. and the tlJrd conoi.ting of the district tlt 
Gaspe itoelf. 
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NOR.TH OF THE ST. LAWRENCE. 

§ 1.--cot.1~r.Y ,BBT".I.~ THE OTTA.WA. RIVER AND THE ST. M.\UftIC£.-Cou"ties-OTTAWA, 

Two MOUNTA.DlI!I, V AUDJlEUlL, T £KJUtBONNE, Lx C UENAYE, L'A.880JlPT1 0:-:, BF,RThl~a, 

ST. MAUJUO¥, ""d MOKTllZAL. 

The fnmt thit section of the province presents on the Ottawa river 
and on theSt. Lawrence exceeds 450 miles; the whole uf which distance, 
saving portages or carrying-places in remote parts of the Ottawa. is 
navigable for canoes and boats; upwards of 200 milt:s of it are navigable. 
at long interstic~ for steam-vessels drawing from 4 to 15 feet water, and 
a section of 90 miles. or the distance-between Montreal and Three Rivers. 
is actually navigated by square-rigged vessels of various burdens, from 
100 tons to 600. 

Issuing from Lake Temiscaming, upwards of 850 miles north-we~t 
of its junction with the St. Lawrell(~e, and having its remotest sources 
nearly 100 miles beyond that lake, the Ottawa river flows majestically 
through a fine and fair country, as yet in a state of nature," although. 
generally speaking, remarkably well ftdupted to the purposes of 3brri

culture and settlement. }"'rom the Falls and Portage dea Allumcttea, 
distant about 110 miles above Hull, the river becomes better known, 
as it is usually frequented thus far by timber contmctors, who derive 

• 
their valuable supplies of timber from those remote districts of the 
Ottawa. The fur traderR extend their explorations considerably beyond 
th18 point, and a trading-post for that object is established on the shores 
of Lake TemilSCaDling . 

. At the Allumettes the Ottawa is divided into two channels; the one 
to the, north-ast, the other to the south-west of a large island, in length 
about 1'5 miles. by an average breadth of 4. ' The southerly channel 
expands below the falls and rapids of the Grand Allumettcs to the width 
of S or "' mi1et, anel forms the Lake des AJlumettes, at the head of which 
III arm of the river .opens an entrance to the :&Iud and Musk Rat 1:Akes: 
tbelatter. by far the largest of tbe two, has a solitary settlement on 
ita sou,.iiob""", th'proprietor of which i. an individusl by the name 
of John Pefto6i,., .. boIe thriving fann offers a fair exemplification of tbe 
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fertility of the soil in that part of th.. Ottawa. Eight miles helo.w tbe 
junction of th_ channels i, aitoate the H . B. Poo& of Fort Coulange. 
where one of the agents of the COmpany .... Ii.d... On the.oppooite .hore 
(south) an individual i. settled with his family upon an exceUent f&rjll. 
which appears to be in a flourishing state of cultivation. 

Four or five miles below Fort Coulange the river again forms two 
channels; the extensive island by which they are separated extends in 
extreme length about 20 miles, and its average breadth is about 7. 
Neither channel is free from impediment to its navigation; but though 
rapids and fans are frequent in both, that lying to the north of the island 
is the broadest and m08t practicable, and the route invariably pursued 
by f!O!IagetJn The first and longest Carrying-place, deacending from the 
Fort, is at the Grand Calumet, ~l miles below it; here the river pene. 
trates a ridge of high and broken mountains. and forms a succession of 
cascades, varying from 6 to 10 feet in height, at the foot of which the 
current resumes its gentleness to the Portage d' Argill. one mile above the 
PorWge-de fa lIlolWgne. From the latter to the Porldge d. Sable, OD • 
the north bank of the river, at the eastern extremity of the island. is 
four miles, and thence to the Portage du Fort about five miles. This 
portage is nearly 20 chains in length. and pal\&es over a rising ground, 
25 or 30 feet above the water's level. The cascades which .it avoid. 
do not exceed eight feet perpendicular height, but they are DfA:1C\.brokep. 
and divided by rocky islands, and are extremely wild and r~tic. 

From these cascades to the foot of the Chenatl-Z. a ~ce of JO 
miles, the river is singularly divenified by numerous beaQ~\ll islands, 
richly clad with trees of luxuriant foliage. Clustered in ... .nOllS parts of 
the river these islands divide it into as many channels, th~ugh wh~ 
the wateu are impelled with different degrees of violepcet aCcording to 
the narrowness til which their bed is contracted, a1l\i the obstructioDl, 
they meet with in their rapid course, 

The banks of this part of the river are oomp0ae4. ·of white marble, 
which can be traced for two or three mile. along the margin !>ftb .• 
stream, and which appears to extend eon.iderably in <iep,1h, P'I eith<il. 
shore. The .pecimens taken from ~,porta of tl>e,," , QIl th~ 
bank. of tbe river w ..... uf Hoft and ~~;:but ~~ ..... *" 
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to believe tbat, upon further penetmtion, a superior description of marble 
would be Cound, infinitely more durable, and susceptible of • higher 
polish. 400 or ~ yards above the line of Clarendon, and in the township 
of Litchfield. is Biaset's CIaontier,consisting of a log-house, a small clearing, 
and an area of one 01" two acres in culture. This romantic and interesting 
little spot is situated at the foot of the Rapide. d. Fort, and agreeably 
relieves the eye from the monotony of savage nature, whose characters, 
however beautiful or grand, are often gll)()my. In traversing a wilder
ness, whether by land or water, the first appearances of domiciliation. 
Ilowever rude, have something extremely grateful in their associations; 
and it would not be an easy matter to describe the sensations produced 
by the curling column of smo~e. when it is first discovered floating 
above the dense forests, from the bosom of which it is seen to emerge. 

This small settlement is already very much frequented in winter by 
traders and voyagers, as 8 welcome asylum from the inclemenC'y of thE.' 
weather; it being chiefly during that rigorous season that speculators in 
furs and timber resort to the wilderness, the communications b'ijing then 
facilitated by the winter roads traced for hundreds of miles together on 
the ice. 

At the foot of the Chenaux, opens to view the magnificent lake 
which derives its name from the Rapidu de. Chats, situated at its eastern 
extremity. In extreme length it is fifteen lIlilt"l. and in mean breadth 
about one; but its northem shore is deeply indented by several sweeping 
bays, by which extensive points are formed, sometimes contracting the 
lake to a width of scarcely one mile, whilst at others it is nearly three. 
The surface of the waters is prettily studded with occasional islands. 
richly wooded, and so situated as to diversify most agreeably the natural 
beauties of the soft and sweet scenery of the lake. The calms of the 
Ottawa are peculiarly glassy and beautiful, and its waters are much 
.. teemed Cor their IIOftness. 

In desoe:nding the Ottawa, it ill interesting to bear in mind that upon 
our right we have Upper. and on our left, Lower Canada: hence com
parilOns ma,. be instituted between the settlements of one province upon 
the bonb< cif'~ In.gniflcent river, with those of the other. The shores 
III Lake bii (i.f, 'ire woOdy. and generally fiat to the northward, with 
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• pebbly or rocky beach; to the southward they are higher. and·in 80me 
part. even bold. attaining an elevation of 80 to 100 feet. The first aettle
ment presenting itself in passing down thia laktt 1s a oomfonable . frame 
dwelling-house and rural appendages on the BOUth .hore; and four mile. 
lower down, on the same side, is the house and farm of one Andrews, 
settled jn the township of Horton, at the mouth of the river Bo'itru 
Ckaire. The lake is here one mile in width, and opposite is the Claren
don landing. No settlement on the Clarendon shore can be discovered 
from the lake, as the colony of emigrants located there in 1829-50 are in 
the third, fourth, fifth, and remoter concessions ; but in the front of Bristol 
one or two wretched hovels are discernible on the margin of the lake. 
Kinnell Lodge, the residence of th~ Highland chieftain . .Macnab. is 
beautifully situated on the southern bank of the lake, about four or five 
miles above the head of the Chat Rapids -. A short distance east of 
Kinnell Lodge is the mouth of the Madawaska river; and nearly opposite, 
apparently a speck on the margin of the lake, is the miserable habitation of 
a boU..bruJi, one of that class of people known under the denomination 01 

Squatters. This is the broadest part of the lake; but about a mile lower 
down it contracts abruptly from the southward, by the intervention of 
Government Island, between which and the north shore, dash in swift 
and violent eddies, the Rapidea de8 Chou. These rapids are three miles 
long, and pass amidst a labyrinth of varied islands, until"'1he waters are 
suddenly precipitated over the falls of the Chats, which tlWtrom sixteen , 
to twenty feet in height. There are fifteen or sixteen falla .. a curved line 
across the river, regularly divided by woody islands, over cme of which 
is effected the port.'!Se, in passing from the top to the bottom of the fall •. 
Thence to Mondion's Point in Onslow is but a sbort dil'tance; and here 
is seeh one of the original North. West posts. establiBlled on the Ottawa at 
the most flourishing period of that company's exist:.l!Bce. The dwelling ... 
honse and store bear evidence of their antiquity fsom the dilapidated 
state they are in, and the soil is too poor about the point to invite the 
resident agent to the culture of the farm. Mr. Thdmas reaides here .. 

• We have already taken an oppontlDitr ill • preVioUI ~ f1f thiI ~ ~ JWt;iaI Uae 
ezertionl or Chief Macnab in promoting the .et~ment of that. ~ Of'~ f,i~ pr;,~. 
by 8c:ou emignmm at MI 0WI1 clan. 
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agent for tbe Hud ... n'. Bay Company, for whom he keeps a store sup
plied with the articles most in demand by the Indians and other traders, 
such as broad cloths. blankets. beads, ammunition, spirits. &c. Nearly 
opposjte Mondion'. Point, at the other extremity of tlle line of the falls, 
is Mr. Sherift"'s settlement and residence, in the township of Huntly. U.C. 

From tbe foot of the Chats to tbe head of Lake Chaudiere is com
puted to be six miles. Here n pregqu'isle, froIll the northward of an 
island called the Six-Mile-Island, <-'Qntracts the channel. which is very 
shoal; and half a mile below the island are the sf'ttlements of Bolus 
and Vignola, in the township of Onslow. 

Lake Chaudiere, that now opens before liS, has the advanb.lge of 
the Lac des CkalN in magnitude; but its views are less diversified by 
jutting points and picturesque islands. Doth contain a sufficient depth 
of channel to 60at boats drawing from four to eight feet water ~ and it 
is to be hoped that ere long the benefits of steam navigation will be 

extended to this interesting portion of the province as succe~sfully as it 
has been below H uU. Lake Chaudiere is eighteen miles long, by an 
extreme breadth of five miles. The shores to the north increase in bold
ness and elevation in approaching Hull ;-to th(' southward they are, 
generally Speakitlg, more bold and elevated, and much better settled. 
At the 8Outh-east end of the lake rnpids again impede the navigation. 
and continue successively from the head of Rapides des Cldnes, to the 
Chaudiere Falls, which are situated immediately in frollt r)f'Vright's 
Village, in the township of Hull. 

Above the falls the river is about 500 yards wide. and its scenery 
is agreeably embellished by small grove-clad islets, rising here and there 
amidst the waters as they gently ripple by or rush on with more or less 
violence, to the vortex of the Great and Little Chaudiere. The bed of 
the river is oomposed of horizontal strata of limestone, and the ch.dte is 
produced by its deep and sudden subsidence, fonning broken. irregular, 
and extroordiaary chasolo, one of wbicb is called the Great, and the 
othu. the LAd. KtJItle or C/unuliere. The former derives its name 
£rom ita ~ form and the volume of water it involves; but 
the Jatte(.~ ..... oImilituc14 to justify its appellation, the waters being 
pmcipitate4'iatoa bftJod, eIonpted, and straight fissure, extending in an 
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oblique position north-west of the Great Kettle, and 'being thus strikingly 
contrasted with it. 

The principal falls are 60 feet high, and their width is measured by 
8 chord of 212 feet. They are situated near the centre of the river, and 
attract by their forcible indraught a considerable proportion of the waters, 

which. strongly compressed by the circular shape of the rock that fonns 
the boiling recipient, descend in heavy torrents, struggling violently to 
escape. and rising in spray-clouds which constantly conceal the lower 
half of the falls, and ascend at irregular intervals in revolving columns 
much above the summit of the cataract. 

The Little Chaudiere may without much difficulty be approached 
from the I..ower Canada shore. and the spectator. standing on a level 
with the top of the fall and on the brjnk of the yawning gap into which 
~e floods are headlong plunged, surveys the whole length of CRute and "e depths of the cavern. A considerable portion of the waters of the 
falls necessarily escapes subterraneously after their precipitation, as a 

much greater volume is impelled over the rock than finds a visible issue. 
Indeed this fact is not peculiar to the T .ittle Chaudiere, but is one of 
those curious characters of this part of the Ottawa of which other sin. 
gular instances are observed; the waters in various places bektg swallowed 
by deep but narrow rents and fissures, leaving their Datum bed almost 
dry, to dash on through some subterranean passage that defies the search 
of the explorer. There are in the Falls of the Chautti.~re materials for 
much geological speculation, and the mere admirer of Nature's scenic 
wonders and magnifi(,'ence will derive great gratification and delight by 
the survey and contemplation of their manifold beauties. 

The diversified chain of the Union Bridges has given much addi. 
tional interest to the scenery of this section of the Ottawa, by combining 
with the greatest possible effect, ingeniou8 works of art with objects of 
native grandeur &nd sublimity. This chain consists of four principal 
parts, two of which are truss-bridges. overarching the channels, wuup. 
ported by piers; • th\rd i. a .traigbt wooden bridge Il<1'0'' the loot 
channel; and a fourtb is partly built ill dry-otone, with tw.o,_limesllone 
arebes, and partly in wood. The truJlo.briclge onr dloo~~aiJJieI 
i. 2l!i feet long, so feet wide, and '6 or 40 feef above t~ ..r~ace of die ' 
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stream. Its construction Wat; attended with considerable difficulty, it 
~it'tg impossible to moor rafts in the channel. owing to the depth of the 
water and the extraordinary swiftness of the current, as it passes in 
whirling eddies from the foot of the Great Kettle. Another expedient 
was tqerefore resorted to, and a hempen bridge. consisting of four three. 
inch ~a\V6eTS or cables, WRS swung licross the river, forming an inverted 
segment, the lowest point of which stood about 7 feet above the dark 
and swift stream, whilst its extrt::lTlities were elevated upwards of 92 
feet, abutting upon the perpendicular limestone walls of the channel. ]t 

admitted wid, safety of the passubre of pedestrians, although the attempt. 
with the unpractised especially, wa::; not made without some collscious
ness of danger. 'Ve ca.nnot forbear associating with our recollections of 
this picturesque bridge the heroism of a distinguisll('d peeress, who, W( 

believe, was the first lady who ventured acrolts it·. 
Below the Falls of Chauui~re the Ottawa river is uninterruptedly 

navigable for steam-boats to Grenville, a distanc~ of 60 miles. The cur
rent of the stream is gentle, and the banks of the river generally so low 
as to be flooded in spring to a considerable distance in the interior. 
especially on its northern bank, the opposite side of the river being 
almost uniformly higher and sometimes bold, and therefore not so liable 
to inundation. The scenery I)f this part of tIle Ottawa is indeed tame. 
yet always pleasing: the frequently , 'urying widths of tbe river, itl> 

numerous islands, the luxuriant foliage of its banks-objcets ever 
changing their perspectivp combinations as the §teamer mOl·es aJong
and an infant settlement appearing here and there on the skirts of the 
forest and the margin of the stream, are all in themselves possessed of 
sufficient interest to destroy the monotony of a trip upon this part of 

" Ottawa's tide." 
The impetuous LOJ~g Sault. which commences at Grenville, is 

stemwed or ~scended but by voyageur' and raftsmen of experienced 

~ The CoUNTIIM OF D.4l.JJOUSfS, to whom we here allude, must ever httld an exalted plaCt' 
JI'I the ~QlI8m~" t~e fIOciety in Canada, II well for the many amiable and philanthropit· 
...... r .. ftiob ... wu diIt.iapJIhed, .. lot- the gr~ Il7bwi\y of manneta that &0 eminently 

~ .';I!IJ-~ .. ~ tbe laos and diiicult aGm.inil't.ra~iOll of the go~ernmeD~ of 
~ ~ by hi: ... -.ort. tJae Rich' Hwourable the EA." 01' D ...... OU8111:. 
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energy and skill. The 'rive< heI<nr it .tiIl eonlinuM, at· intervals, rapid 
and unna'9igable as far as Point Fortune, where it expends inro the lake 
of the Two Mountains, and finally form. a junction with the St. Law
rence, below the cascades; but the waters of botb streams do not im
mediately commingle, the line of contact being m.tinctly ohoeovable, by 
whicl! the black hue of the waters of the Ottawa is strongly coh_ted 
with the bluish-green (.'01our of those of the St. Lawrence. 

The remotest surveyed township on the Ottawa is Clarendon. whieb 
terminates the ranbre of township!! laid out along the northem shores 
of that fine mer, that bounds to the south and south-west the vast 
and valuable tract of territory lying between its banks, the western 
boundary of the county of Terrebonne and the northern limits of the 
province. No part of Lower Canada will probably be found to excel 
this tract in physical advantages, and it has a decided superiority over 
the country along the St. Lawrence, below :l\lontreal, in geographical 
situation; its front being considerably south of the latitude of Quebec, 
i. e. in the average latitude of '5° 80' north. It is abundantly watered 
by numerous large rivers, whose sources are in general at remote di. 
stances to the northward of their junctions with the OttaWIlt and whose 
streams are all in a greater or less degree navigable. at frequent interstices, 
for canoes. The chief of these discharging themselves into the Ottawa 
from the north are toe Calumet, the Petite Nation, the two rivers 
Blanche, the river Aux Lievre~. and the Gatineau - , all of which have 
numerous tributaries, and. besides fertilizing the lands tbrough whieh 
they flow, afford great conveniences for the erection of mills and other 
purposes of rUral economy, from the rapids and fall. with which their 
courge is invariably checkered. 

The f."" of the country is not generally marked by that boldness of 
feature that cbaraeterizes the eastern section at the province. but it is, 
nevertheless, in ......ting from the borders of the Ottawa, divided ;"1 
hilly ridges, and formed into valleys, which, if we could allow fancy to 
represent as divested of their heayy forests, might exhibitthe ~ 

,.. These riven, and thoee bereafbor to be mentioned in tlte eoanI' ohbe ~ '!f 
Lo1rer C.-da, 1ft' particularly iletcribed undff tltdr ftiDeetkeumeilwr 'the "ln~.D~ 
Dictionaryvsj' f.dtt1t:r -C ... at/tI.'· 
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aspoet of .. und"lIOIing or rolling OOUDtry, the ,pictureoqne diV<!lOity 
of plain, hill, and vale, and, jf similarly cultivated, picture to the .ye 
some of !be mOlt adJn;re<i counties of EnfIl8od. Traversing the centre 
of the township., in a direction nearly parallel with the Ottawa, the 
first ridge of OIly continuity preaeotB it8elf, and .t its base lie. an al
luvial llat, e>.tending to the margin of the river. This llat i. generally 
so low that the Ottawa, swollen by spring freshets and autumnal rains, 
inundates it to a distance exceeding. in some places, one mile in the 
interior, and it is thus frequently laid under wuter for several days 
together. 

This periodical rise of the waters of the Ottawa is much gree.ter in 
spring than in autumll, and by no means regular at either season, whether 

reference be had to the time of its occurrencc, or the height to which it 
attains, the event being essentially influenced by the mildness or rigollf 

9f the winter. During some years the waters have kept within their 
embankments. but their surface WN o; almost flush or eyen with them ; 
and it has been c1bserved. that, as the country becomes more open, the 
freshets are less formidable than heretofore : hence we may infer that 
they will go on diminishing, and that, eventually, the banks of that 
beautiful river will be free from so great a drawback upon their set· 
tlement. 

It is not unworthy of remark, that the largest rivers, flowing into 
the Ottawa, have their mouths below the Falls of the Chaudiere, and 
hence may, in some measure, be explained the conspicuou& difference 
observed between the swelling of the river under the falls, and the rise 
of its waters above; the stream, in the former case, rising several feet 
higher than in the latter. The surface of the lakes Des Chats and 
Chaudiere must also tend to diminish the elevation of the floods by di. 
verting and lIPreading UI extended superficies the accession of waters 
pour",Unto the Ottawa during the "emal thaws and freshelB. 

:aeyoDd. the first ridge that skim the llats of the Ottawa, to the 
~ the COWltry has not heen surveyed, excepting to the depth of the 
tow~pa. whlch, in general, may be said to be twelve miles from the 
~_1'i. lIle !jver. Explorers, bowever, have gon~ much farther than 
this". a.e iDtIIrior, ucending rivera sometimes to their sources, in the 

cell 



19(i LaWEIl CANAJ);A.. 

prooecution of div .... apeeulatiolll, which Iuod chiellY' for tlleir objeeta 

furs and timber. 
The land. on the Ottawa are in the o.ggre~te remarkably fertile; 

consisting in front of rich a11uvions, Ilud more inland of gentle ridget 
and acclivities, adapted to the growth of pl.ntl requiring the drier soil •. 
Natural meadows, affording rich and wholesome pasturage. arel very 
common along the river, the islands and pt'eaqv.'iiell of. which are also 
highly ,"atuable as depasturing and grazing grounds. 

Eleven townsllips have been E'reeted under letters.-patent on the 0t
tawa, viz. Chatham, Grenville and augmentation, Lochaber and Gore, 
Buckingham, Templeton, Hull, Eardley, Onslow, and Clarendon, {ront.
ing the river; Portland. nnd ,,,r entworth, abutting respectively upon the 
rE'aT of Teml)leton and Chatham. Besides these. several other townsMps 
aTC projected, survf'ys of which will of course take place as the demand 
for lands in that part of tht, province increases. Of the surveyed lands 
the greatest part is granted to individuals who may be divided into two 
distinct classes; the one consisting of grantee-s under Old patents for ex .. 
tcnsive tracts ; the other, of actual settlers wllO }l8ve been located by his 
m8je~ty's government to Jots of 100 or !l00 acres, uuder the superill .. 
tendency of resident agents, appointed by the crown for the convenience 
of the settler. 

The principal settlements effected in these townships by the first 
dass of grantees are those in HuH rmd Chatham. In 1806 patents were 
i'iJOued grnntingtoPhilemon ,,,, right,-anAmerican loyalist,invitedthither 

by the proclamation of General Clarke,-and to his associates, a quarter of' 
the township of Hull, whicll he as leac1er had previously cau~ to be 
survcyec1 under an order in council of 22d March, 1800. As 'Was usuel 
in such roases, the associates. who were each patented fctr a quantum at 
land equal tn that <)f the leader, subSE"<J.uently conveyed to the lAtter fiv~ 

!'ixths of their respective grants as an equivalent for the expenle8 ~ 
eurred by him in the survey, the payment of patent fees, and travelling. 
Thus Mr. ,tV right became in fact the actual proprietor of the quarter of 
HuH; hut the monopoly was not attended in thiR irssWnoo with ~b~ 
consequences, as regards the .. ttlemool of th.COI1ftlty, that rooulted·f""" 
similar proceedings in numerou8 Other cases, ·and the e&'Mblilb.~t ~Ol 
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Mr, Wright, at Hull. became the nucleus of the now flourishing settle
menm of that township, and the first impulse given to the colonization 
of dte cdeOlive tracts of valuable cZ'Own lands lying along the banka of 
the Ottawa river. 

Next to thOle of Hull the settlements of the township of Chatham 
are most worthy of note. They owe their origin to the exertions of 
Colonel Robertson, originlllly one of the largest proprietors in that town
ship, and one of its leaders under the patents issued to Dr. Fraser and 
himself, and their associateR, in December. Hs06. In the front ranges of 
the township, on either side the public road, excellent farms are to be 

seen; the dwelling-houses are generally built of brick, upon rather an 
enlarged. scale, and some of them are remarkably nent and handsome. 
'rhe enclosures are frequently ('onfine(} by dry stone walls, whi('ll. COlli. 

bined with the novel appearance in thi" part of the country of brick 
buildings, serve strongly to contrast the settlements of Chatham with 
those of Argenteuil. some distance lower down the river, where the 
French system of building and farming is most prevalent. In the 8th. 
9th, and lOth ranges of the township settlements have been commenced 
that connect with those of Chatham Gore. and we may ~oon look for
ward to the gratification of seeing a thriving little colony in that quarter-, 

Point Fortune lies immediately opposite the eastern outJinc of 
Chatham, on the southern bank of the Ottaw~: the village is populou:-. 
and well built, and several of its houses are conspicuous for their dimen. 
sions, as well as for their elegance. The woody high grounds that rise 
behind Point 1 .... oTtune. and the beautiful rapids in front, give consider
able effect to the landscape. as seen in ascending the north side of the 
Ottawa from the viHuge of St. Andrew's. 

Tbe front ranges of the townships lying between Chatham and Hull 
were originally granted to le<l.tlers and associates, in the same manner as the 
1aada in the two latter townships; but no measures had ever been effectu
ally tskren by the proprietor. of the .oil to bring the lands under cult i
Tatioa.. The&e tracts might probably bave remained to this day wholly 

· ·kdda of the pfwperity or tbl\ settlement if due to tbl' exertions of l\lajor Barron , tIl(' 
"lilt' W.it .. ~ ..... au. ~ c.}fttUn Perkin!!, h. p., R- N.,. gentleman of indulltry and 
.,.".,... ,pie Md, ~ avtl corwider.~1 premoted the ad"an~mMlt of tbis iu~ 

&at 0010111. 
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unsettle<!, ,but far the jwliciouo plOD ool""letI .by the .. ecutiftS-v",,
ment, of remoYiDR the reservations for thp ovwn, aad.also, ib IOme' ia. 
stances, the reeervations for the clergy, theekere<l through the palellted 
ranges of the townships, and forming them into bIoclu-in.etil« parta:oi 
the respective townships, so as to leave, on the one band, a numl!ier of 
grantable lots in the midst of the older gmnts, a.nd. on tbe other, to ~ 
veDt hereafter the 80 much deprecated inoon'Venience arising · from the 

interloping of r~rves, that destroy the continuity of eettlements 'II1d 
paralyse the efforts of industry. To the lots thus become V&C8JJt none 
but actual settlers were located, and all these townthipa: hav~·iD eonse
quence. fairly started in the career of their settlements, notwithstanding 
the drawback still existing from the non..improvement of the pa&ented 

Jands - . by which the new settlers are surrounded. 

The township of Grenville enjoys peculiar advantages from its e:i.tu
ation at the foot of the steam.boa.t navigation of a section of the Ottawa, 

below the Falls ofChaudiere; but its surface is very hilly, and its fK>il not, 
in general, above mediocrity. though some farms may .be found very 
fertile amI productive. Its western half is traversed in front by an elegant 
canal. of which some acrount is given in another part of this volu~ 
and its settlements are in a great measure confined to the vicinity of 

tllat important military work. The village contains several remarkably 
neat cottages. belonging to officers of the royal staff corps and to the 
resident commissary. There is aif!:o one or two good taverns, several 
shops. I:UUJ numerous artisans. who find constant employment on ,the 
works whiCh are going on under the superintendence of the commanding 

officer on that station. The first settlement of Grenville commenced. 
only a few years ago, yet in 1829 the population of the township and its 
augmentd.tion already amounted to 1,858 souli; an increue attributable 

to the advantages held oul to the .ettler by the labour required. on tile 
canal, and the readin ... with which farm. could be obtaiAed. on the."", 
from the commanding officer. acting a8 resident lancL..apnt for· tae 
township. 

*' The escheat of tbeee land. hu been for ~ time COI1t:to1nplMed. aDd it it ~ win 
not DO.", be long delayed. There ia,""e1'er. "' ... tl\K.....,..'IIIIII ...... J.W .... n Wil 
be e.urci~ed toward, the proprieton, ~. fjUr _ equi~ 4elaT'~'" ,$0 ..... tw. 
land. from their tvidcnt liability to the penalty of forfeiture. 
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»0_ the augmentootioo of Goeoville and the gore of Locb.ber 
io oituated the .... igoiory of fA Petite Nation, 5 leagues in front, by • 
cIopth .aIoo.gf 'Ieegueo. Ita settlements are .. yet partial, and occupy 
IDe'l!elr the borden of the main road and part of a second concession or 
nmg<!l but the Han. J. L. J . Papineau, the seigt1ior of this exten
live atatJe, appeaN anxious to encourage them, and the seigniory is in 
eoneequenee rapidly acquiring an accession of new set den, of which many 
are Irish emigrants. There is no vilh'ge; but the church of the parish, 
which is. called Bonsecours, is centrally situated, and considered the focus 
of the aettlement. Near the division between La P etite Nation and the 
gore of Lochaber are the saw-mills belonging to Mr. Papineau. under 
the management of Mr. Stephens. They are admirably situated on the 
river that gives its "name to the seigniory, and are of considerable import
ance to the inhabitants of that part of the country, independently of tht· 
supplies of ... hite and red pine deals and hoards they furnish for the 
markets. of Montreal and Quebec. 

In the three townships of LochahE'r, Buckingham, and T empleton, 
scattered settlemenu were formed within the last 11 ve OT six years, Rnd 
mills built in each of the townships. Of the latter Bowman's and Bi
galow'8 mills, on t.he river Aux Lie-vres, in the 4th range of Buckingham. 
are entitled to particular notice. These mills are so centrally situated as 
to.afford important advantages to settlers Whf) will hereafter be located 
to the cl.r.eumj4cent lands, as the means of bunding comfortable habita
tiOO8 constitutes one of the primary considerations in the formation of a 
new settlement, and these means are readily furnished by the sup
plies of deals .d boards derived from those valuable saw-mills. 

The township of Hull lies between Templeton on the west and 
E.dJey GIl the ·MIt: it is bounded in front by the Ottawa river, and 
__ diagoo.lIr by the Catinean, whicl> i. navigable for sm.n .team
boa..and alta • . fe.r up as six miles above ita mouth. The position of 
Wright ~ IbUt ... entuaIly render it a place of much commercial 
i-part8boe; it i. at the bead of the present steam-boat navigation of the 
~ $'I: one of,.the direct lines of land .and water communicatioD with 
dNo !III'~\!I .. diatrit:U of Upper Canada, 811\1 wUlaecessarily participate with 
~ ,,/rieh ..... on the opposite bonk of the river, in the great 
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benefits that may nmIraily be expected to Bow from tbe Riieau Canal. 
Besides these considerations, it will hereafter derive incalculable .advaa
tages from the fertility ef the back country., and of tbe IImd. on the 
lakes Chaudicre "and DeB Chats, which. os they become aettled, will pour 
their produce into the stores of this growing town, which wou~d thm 
become the place of transi~ if not the emporium. of the trade of the ex· 
tensive fertile tracts of territory above it. We apprehend, nevertheless, 
thMt a branch canal, such as is contemplated, connecting lake Chau· 
diere with the Rideau Canal. would prej udicially influence the prosperity 
of 'V right village, by diverting the produce of the upper distriets of 
the Ottawa through that channeL Such an effect could only be coun
teracted by a canal on the Lower Canada side, or a rail-road, which would 
probably be less expensive from the locality, and quite as effectual. 

HuH is sixty miles distan t from GrenvjlJe, but the communication 
between both places is rendered easy and expeditious by means of 
steamers. TIn-" U nion of the Ottawa," the first steam-boat that plied 
upon this part of the river, was built in 1819. and formed an era in the 
history of the Ottawa settlements, from its contributing materially to their 
acceleration: a new vessel has since been launched. which is considerabl¥ 
larger. and affords very superior ac(.'Ommodations. A road, sixteen feet 
wide and sixty-four miles long, was originally opened, under the direction 
of commissioners, along the northern banks of the river, to the head of the 
Long Sault, and seventY-One small bridges were built across gullies and 
hrooks j but owing to the depth of several ravines that required fiUing. 

and two or three broad rivers, over which bridges should necessarily have 
been (·onstructed. or ferries established, it was deemed impractieable, ~ 
continued long neglected. Among the liberal votes made in ISiS by the 
legislature of the province for the opening, &c. of new rosd6, provisiou was, 
however, made for the amelioration ofthili intereatmg oomrounicatiou,and 
the improvements oontemplated by the .... mbly have .a1I"<18d)" ~ .ill .... 
great measure, carried into effect·. The vital importance of gOQlllfQld .. 
as an inducement to settlement, has been oentibly felt, and, thf .l!!!1I~ 
results of 80 judicious a l)olicy will SOOJl be dem\l!llllt.rate<l qy I~ 

.., Report of 8th February, 1830, by lfeun. Pilpiutau .lid it'aim~ lid eOmb\~ 
the lute act.-Vile Joumalt of the Roue vi A..e.nbly, L. C. 
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mero\lS settlers it cannot lin1 to attract: in that quarter, and every Other 
te wlricb it b .. been extended. 

In the townships aboTe Hull, the settlements are few, and in Eardly 
and Onslow,.eonfined to the shores of Lake Chaudier~. The lands in 
both thete townships are of an excellent quality. and. like the aggregate 
of the lands on the Ottawa, peculiarly adapted to stock-farming. The 
colony settled in the 4th, lith, and 6th ranges of Clarendon, under the 
supeorintendence of Mr. Prengerdost 8S government agent, is the remotest 
settlement up the river. It is situated on the northern shore of Lac des 
Chati. about S.I) miles above Hull, and upwards of 160 miles from Mont
real; yet, notwithstanding its distance from the more flourishing set
tlements of the Ottawa, its eventual stlcC'ess and rapid prosperity appeaT 
indubitable, encouraged as are the settlers by the richness and fertility 
of their farms, and the example of a laborious agent, who resides among!<ot 
them, and whose industry they emulate. 

The settlements upon the borders of Lake des Chats suffer seriously 
from the intricate and dangerous navigation of the Rapidex dn Ckal8, 
by which the navigable waters of the Lakes des Chats and Challdiere 
communicate. This drawback is the mOTe sensibly felt from the total 
absence of any hmd route through which &tores could be conveyed 
to the settlers, or the produce of their farms brought to market. But, 
momentous as this impediment undoubtedly i". it could be surmounted 
with comparative ease and inconsiderable expense, either by opening a 
good road from the foot to the head of the rapids, a distance scarcely 
exceeding thf'ee miles,~r cutting a short canal, connecting a deep inlet 
called Bhtck Bay, in the township of Onslow, with the lower extremity 
of the L.ke d .. Chats. 

'J'he Ottawa country offers one of the most promising fields for 
colORization to. be fuund in the pro,,;nce; but its settlement is materially 
retar4t!t:hmd enbarraned by old and unimproved grants. It is much to 
be ~te4: that 8UCh large tracts on the immediate banks of the river 
""""""1bpt 110 long in ' a state of almost absolute wilderness by the 
~'ot. __ ." South of the 4o6th <legree .af north latitude, and 

I~ tl$at po.ra1le\ and the Ottawa river, as low down as 
~. M\ Kteblive tract of land presents itself, containing about 

DD 
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$,sQO geogn.phicol "'iUll<" "'~ "'t"Ol to rather 01 ........ tIllrty town. 
ships, including thOie already laid out. Thi. vut traot. tlouJ fay~ 
situated in a comparatively mild latitude, when oontrastocl ...u. the ,itu
.tion of the mOst flourishing settlements of the- di,trIot of QueGec. i. 
centrally traversed by the river Aux Lievres, and com.maadt an exteuded 
froot upon navigable waters, if a few impedimeats be excepted, exceedimg 

160 miles. Deducting tWo-Bevenths of the whole tract as reservation. 
tor the crown and clergy. 8 sufficient quantity of land would still remain 
for the locatiQl1 of upwards of IS,OOO families, oX' about 7s,ooo souls, if 
in the eotimate could he included the patented lands In the low or 
five first ranges of the Ottawa river-townships, which ought neverthe
less to be similarly parcelled out to actual settlers. or otherwise impntved 
by the landholders, or be liable to forfeiture. 

Looking at the map of this interesting section of the province with 
an eye to its future settlement, the importance of a grand interior road. 
extending acr06S the country from the north-east angle of the-township 
of Wentworth to the 1Mls of the Grand Calumet, naturally suggeoto 
itself as the basis of a chain of settlements. 'fhis plan of opening in the 
outaet great avenues through the wilderness was successfully practieed 
in Upper Canada; and a sJ;.riking illustration of the encouragement it 
operates in the settling of new laQ(L, is found in the rapid growth and 
prosperity of the Talbot settlement in that province. Of the practica
bility, on a general principle. of such a route, little doubt can be enter~ 
tained; and at a period \Vhe~ from the large influx of emigration, com. 
prebensive views of the settlement of the colony should be taken, die 
expediency of the measure appt>ars to us a matter of patamount COlI .. 

sideration. 

The total population on the northern shere of thE.' Ottawa river 
westward froln the west bounds of Argen~uil does not now mueh 
exceed 5,869 i~habitants, .. d this population is very unequally spread. al
though the rna.. is oonlined to the town,sbips of Hull, Chatham, ... d 
Gr~nville, and the seigniory of La Petit.o Nation. It i. very b,""ros-u' 
in its ori&in. consisting of about an eq\l8l .proportiOll _~ .~;II!Id~ 

cans, some English, more Scots, ami." £ew famili .. ,of F .... JII;h ~~l!Mdi ... .. 
The country north of the St. Lawrence, helow the townobip, ... · 
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CltsthaceH''''*'''ing , ... twud to tile",..,.. 8t;·M'autice. and embniclng 
"'",.,.,O\1no ... ,of ~·Mmrice; Berthier, V AII8Omption. La Chen.ye. Ter
rebunne, 'Monli'eot, Y.udreull, . ..00 part of Two M<IWltains. mak.. up 
the Nlidue of die 'north.:.westem sectimr of the ·province which we have 
UlIIkriaI<ea to _be; . The whole of the land. orthi. large tract lying 
oIooog,the nS~ ... ters in front are taken up by"';gniorial grants; 
ill the -rear of wbtch. and contiguous to their rear lines, are situated the 
.town~hips or soccage lands. The only townships as yet actually laid 
out therein are Newton, in the real' of Rigaud; Abercromby, Kilkenny, 
RaW-Mn. and Kildare, in the rear of the seigniories of River du Chime, 
Terrebonne, La Chenaye, st. Sulpice. and Lavaltrie; Brandon, behind 
.BertJhier; ·Hunter's-Town-and· New Glasgow, in the rear of' the seigniory 
of River du Loup; and Caxton, on the St. Maurice, adjoining the lands 

of the Forges of St. Maurice. 
Ettluding. for the present, from the description the islands of ~ 

real and Jesus, and the county ofVaudreuil, which lies south of . the I ... a~~f 
the Two Mountains, all of which will be more partlculRrlynoticed heft8fter, 
a very important portion of the province will still remain under consi
deration, the ·surfaCe of which, to a various depth of from five to fifteen . 
miles from the banks of the Ottawa and the st. Lawrence, is genera1ly 
level or slightly elevated into table ridge~, with occasional short accli
vities and descents. The interior of the country was partially explored 
in 1829 by a party consisting of- a land..surveyor, a gentleman acting as 
geoIogia~ · and an 8"ssi5tant, with six men and three canoes. The expe
dition MCended the St. Maurice as far as 'Vimontichingue, whence 
they tmvelled louth-westward, ascending tirst the Matawin river to its 
source: thence, after traversing a chain of lakes to come to the head. 
waten of the river Aux Lievres, they came down· that river to its mouth 
in the Ottaw ... a direct distance of nearly 150 mu.,.. but considerably 
tnofe··.by· tbte· Mtd.s of the river. The lakes composing the chain are 
M_IR. Kemp', ",f 'the GraveR. Great Goldtlnch.Nemicachingue. La 
C<i~ ....... Lekeo.J>othier. Koch.bla",. La Roque. Aox Pins. and A ux 

~'.NiIIt"ib"'''fthe river'A"" J,i~ ....... 
~/~~ ~: ·V.;.;.t4ftct ·draft.ind,;"'Mr: 'tDpu;15t1lRgiment, and MI'. NtsOD,t16th 

. ..., .. -~, 
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Thus we have 0 cireumnovigated tract of about H._ ~plriool 
square miles. lying between the river Aux Lievres on the weat, the It 
Maurice on the east and north..east, the St. Lawre~ aJkl 'the-Ottawa in 
front, and a chain of lakes in the rear. Numerous inBtanees olqrimilar 
facilities afforded by natural w8ter~communjcations are met with in the 
Canadas, the face of the country being almost every-whe!'e checkered 
with lakes and intersected by rivers that spread into a multitude of 

ramifications. 
The information that has resulted from this expedition is, we believe, 

confined to the objects that came under observation upon the immediate 
route, no offsets to any considerable distance in the interior having, it 
appears. been made collaterally. to ascertain the nature of the soil on thE
right and left of the track. '''' e are therefore without any adequate 
means of knowing how far the interior of this tract of 11,500 square + may be susceptible of culture; but judging from the reported cha.. 
r.1~r of the lands along the remote Jakes and rivers that were explored l 

we aile Jed to infer un favourably of that section of country a8 a field for 
settlement. 

The seigniories and townships si tuated between Argenteuil and rite 
St. Maurice are abundantly ¢atered by numerous rivers and streams, 
whose tortuous meanderings spread more broadly and beneficial1y tbeir 
irrigating infiuent'e. The largest of these rivers are the Du l .. oup, l\iaski
nong~. L 'Assomption, Mascouche. Dn Chene, and Du Nord or North 
River; but there are besides a considerable number of 8eCondary rivers, 
l)treamlets, and brooks that either fan into the St. Lewrenl"e or the 0t
tawa. or which are tributary to the larger streams. The navigation of' 
the rivers enumerated is interrupted at intervals by rapids and falls. but 
the intermediatf> distances are generally navigable for boats and canoes; 
and on the 'North River this description of navigation IS pl'liCtised above 
the chCttes for a distance of twenty-five or thirty miles without .any 

serious impediment. The borders of rivers in Canada, and indeed m. 
most new countries, are invariably preferred and ch08en fOl'lthe ·fonftatioft 
of early settlements; .and we therefore find these riTen assumed at'ttJe 
front of extensive ranges of connected fiouriahing eettiem.en. to., ~ 
tend to remote parts of seigniories. when in some instaJlcel kliMh ·fIlf 
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much n ....... p.,,,timity to the vill"8"" and towns have been left llDcuI
.. ate<!. 

By ill' the greater portion of the several seigniories comprised within 
the tract'WIder consideration is actually settled. and the lands in most of 
dlem Her almoet wholly conceded under the usual moderate feudal rents 
and dUel. The most prevalent soil o.f this part of the province seems to 
consist in front of a light sandy earth, generally combined with clay and 
yellow loam; but the remoter lands are <:hiefly composed of a strong 
loam, not unfrequently mixed with a blae;k friable earth, esteemed to be 
very generous and productive. In the vicinity ot' Three Rivers th(> soil 
is peculiarly light, and ('onsists of an aimobt pure sand; yet it has. when 
richly manured. yielded good crops, and the gardens in the town and 
uponit&skirts produce melons of most delicious flavour. The principal roads 
by which tbis s~tion of the country is trnversed are the main post route 
along the St. Lawrence, the roads along the banks of the rivers Du Lgpp, 
Maskinonge, Bayonne, L 'Assomption, Mascouche, Achigan, Du CI~e, 
and Du Nord, besides numerous leading concession-roads, and cross-roads 
termed routea, that lie usual1y at right angles to the main front roads, 
aud open a communication with the more inland settlements. Several 
roads have also been opened iuto the town"hips in the rear of the seig
niories: but the means of communicating collaterally between the towo
flbips is yet very imperfect, and iudeed wholly df'ficient in some parts, 
from the absenc:e of any direct road connecting the new !JcUiemcnts. In 
passing. for iustbncc, from the centre of Abercromby to the settiewenb. 
in Rawdon or Kildare. the direct dutance would not exceed in the O[W 

case twenty-five miles. and in the other thirty; but the circuitous di
~ee that must now be llecC8lJarily travelled is about forty-five or fifty 

miles. 
Thii I('.licus drawback ha, been sensibly felt, and its immediate re

mo'y81 .,.u .contem,pJated by the opening of an extensive public route, as 
direct 8i the locality may permit, from the basin of Grenville on the 
Ottawa river. to the Forges of St. Maurice on the St. ~Iaurice river. 
T,he. country lying between both these points has ~nly recently been ex
»lor,ejI,.~,jIwtr~oll.irom til. executive government, by Mr. Adams. 
60 .aWo.1aod.sw:vey .... ""d draftsman, and Lieutenant lngall. of the 15th 



L0WIIR OAlfIADA. 

regiment, two.of the gentlemen lIl ... tiotIed in .• pMfiee _". TheIr 
operations commellcecl at Grenville. whence they struck a !iDe tle&I"Iydiftlit 
to the point of division between the .. ....u. ODd o!~tb 'ftJ1!!fiI' '<If th. 
toWDllhip of Kilkenny: thence following up that range-line and.'I111''''''' 
tinuation through tbe seventh and eighth ronges of Rawdon, ..... ~ 

tbe rear of Kildare, the line pasoed. between the tbini and fourth ·ra. 
of Brandon, continued along the front of Hunter'S Town, througll Fief 
Gatineau, to the front oC Caxton, and thence along dtat line iUld I tt.e 
ridge in the augmentation of the latter township, following Mr. Bell'l 
road, to the Forges of St. Maurice. The report made by th ... gentJe.. 
men is in every respect favourable; and not only hu the practicability 
of the intended communication been satisfactorily established, but 'the 
lands through which it will be carried 8.8t'ertained to be almost unexcep

tionably adapted to agriculture, and therefore fit for settlement, and esry so in the townships of Aben:romby and Kilkenny-. 
The town of Three Rivers is situated on the north-west side of the 

river St. Maurice, at its confluence with the St. Lawrence. It derives its 
name from the entrance into the former river being separated by two 
islands lying at the mouth, into three channels. The oown plot OOTen 

nearly 400 acres, fonning a front of rather more than 1,800 yards on the 
bank of the St. Lawrence. It stands on an exceeding light and salld,. 
soil, which extends also over the environs. To the bank of the St. 
Maurice the ground rises very considerably, but in the opposite 
direction it sinks almost to the level of the river. Three Rivers ranks 
as the third town in the province, but bears no comparison with either 
Quebec or Montreal in population and importance. It contains about 
.,00 houses and 8000 inhabitants, allowing for the increase since 18U, 
when its population by census was given at 2.4lJS souls. It sends two 
members to the provincial parliament. 

In the year 1618 some of the French colonist. began building this 

• Upon an illlJpection of the topographical diatrict map of Montreal, it wiU b:e Ieen tbaf. 
allteriorly to tbo:perf~or this exploring .. tvey. the general rme of a "proj.cte'd ~ WU 
laid down UmOilt preciaely iQ the diredioa of m.c IIOW JII'OPJIId, 8ID' ~ fIIdw ' ...... 
all~ of such a t:Ommuniqdion uvi.g, lon, before, ,led w itt .... rima &0 ... hI' k .... 
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~ wi" & ..... .., making it· a dep6t .... hen"" the fur-trade Jlright be 
.-:Wd 011 'OritA<tbe Indiom t<>tbe northward. 'l'beir plan in the outaet 
edribited<JII&Dy flattering indications of success; but /after Montreal was 
£ouad4d, and had 10 itrereased as to be able to defend itaelf against the 
.tDcl<i 0( the Dati .... , it was supposed to be 8 situstion better suited to 
the ,improving traffic:, and was <'Onsequently preferred. From that 
period Th.... Rivers, being greotly neglected, made but languid 
advances in prosperity or population. About the beginning of last 
century'9" a new era seemed to dawn for it, and hopes began to be enter
tained of its rising into some consequence by the opening of the iron 
mines at St. Maurice-; but these hopes proved nearly as delusive 8S the 
former, and up to the present time its improvement has been upon a 
very moderate scale. 

The trade carried on here is chiefly in British manufactured goods. 
that from hence are plentifully distributed through the middle district 
of the province. The exports consist of wheat, timber, though now not 
so much as formerly, and the produce of its iron foundery. added to that 
of the mines of St. Maurice. Peltry in small quantities still continues to 
be brought hither by the Indians from the northward. and which is 
received by the agellu of the Hudson's Bay Company. Several pot nnd 
pearl SIb, manufactories, two or three brf'weries, and an extensive brick 
factory, considerably inerease the general trade of the place. :Manyof 
the bM'k canoes used in the north-west 'voyages are built iter"'. and of 
the tame material 8 variety of ingenious and ornamental works and toys 
are made. As. shipping-port it is conveniently situated, there being a 
8W&cieJLt depth of water for ships of large tonnage to li~ close to the 
wharfs..ad receive or discharge their cargoes by a temporary stage from 
their gangways. 

The town itaelf possesses but little to attract a .tranger's notice: the 
stteeta are D.-row ·anci utrpaved--the principal one is Rue Notre Dame, 
running the whole length of it. almost parallel with the river; next to 
this ate the Rues des Forges, du Flellve, du Rempart, St. Maurice, dll 
Plato ... deo C-mes, St. Loui., St. Jean, ond St. Pierre, which may be 
OOW· ... __ aeuly iii! the inJtoabi'-<i "part of the place. The shops 
.e·_dIdo ... 'ate ~UJ, wherein may be had British gnoda of all 



LOWER CANADA. 

denominationif'. Several inns afford to travellers very retpectable accom .. 
modations. On the south-west side of the town are the remains of ac.-e 
military works thrown up for its defence by the },:ngli'h army during 
the war of the revolution, which are now honoured by the inhabitIaDts 
Wlth the high-sounding title of .. A1tCie1trte8 Forti.ficaJio7t8." On tDe out;.. 
side of these works is an extensive tract of common land. The principal 
public buildings in the town are the Ursuline convent, the protestant 
and catholic churches. the court-house, gaol, and barracks. Most of the 
private dwelling-houses, &c. are built of wood, the oldest of them one 
story high only. having small gardens about them: but those of more 
recent date are in a much better style, many of them higber thar;t the 
old ones, and rather of handsome appearance. 

The Ursuline convent was founded in 1677 by Mons. de St. Vallier, 
Bishop of Quebec, for the education of youth, chiefly females. and as an 
asylum for the sick and infirm poor. The establishment consists of a 
superior and twenty-four nuns. In 1806 the old building was destroyed 
by fire, when its inhabitants. dispersed by that calamity, were received 
into the different religious houses of Quebec and Montreal, until the 
present edifice was erected. It is a regular stone building, two stories 
bigh, of considerable extent, surrounded by fine gardens: it includes a 
parochial church and hospita1, with all the apartments and offices re
quisite both for the dwellings and carrying on the different functions of 
the establishment. As the UritUlincs were held in great estimation for 
the general utility and the charitable nature of their institution, public 
subscriptions were opened immediately afLer the accident that deprived 
them of their residence, from the proc-eeds of which, with a little pe
cuniary aid from tllC legislaturE', they were enabled to rebuild their 
conve~t in th~ present improved and substantial manner, and which, 
though not quite finished; they took possession of in 1808. 

The old monastery of the Recollects, a stone building, is now dilapi. 
dated. Near it is a powder.magazine. The protestant and a.tbolie 
churclles are good plain buildings, but neither of them 8.ufficieDtly re
markable to attract particular attention. The court.hoUle and gaol are 
handsome modern .tone edi1kes, both in good .ituatiOlls, """ :",ell .. 
signed for their respective purposes. The building fonner\y _pi_ 
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81 barracks is solidly constructed of stone, situated on the north side of 
Notre Dame-street, and on the highest ground about the town. It was 

originally erected as a residence for the French governor. From Rue 
des Forges there is a road leading to the Forges of St. Maurice. On the 
eastern side of the town are several small fiefs and separate lots of ground, 

belonging to difFererlt proprietors. most of them in II good state of cul
tivation. The prosperity of 'fhrep Rivers must materially depend upon 
the settlement of the extensive tracts of waste lands in its vicinity; until 
the back country is brought under cultivation, its growth can be but 
tardy, notwithstanding the advantagE's of its situation in the central 

district of the provinef', 
From Three Rivers, westward, the north bank of the St. Lawrence 

and the river St. Jean or Jesus, exhibits onc uninterrupted succession 
of flourishing settlements and gay vi1lages, situated along the main 
road. at intervals of eight or nine miles. Several of these villages are 
of considerable importance, and vie with Three Uivers itself in the 
extent of their trade and commer('ial consequence. In travelling- from 
'fhree Rivers towards Montreal by the main road, the first parish pre
senting itself is the Pointe du Lac; then, in succession, Machicht>, 
Riviere du Loup, Maskinonge, Berthier, Lanoraye. La Valtrie, St. Sulpice, 
and Repentigny. At the latter pltlCC B ferry is established across the 
combined streams of the rivers des Prairies and J6,11S, which are in fact 
a part of the Ottawa, and whose entrance may therefore be considered as 
one of the mouths of the latter river. Continuing along the mllin shorp 
from Repentigny, the successive parishes are La Chenaye, Terrebonne, 
BDd St. Eustache upon the river Jesus, and then st. Denoit and St. An
drews. On the borders of the Lake of Two Mountains are seated the 
Indian villages of the AlgOllquins and Iroquois, which together contain 
about 200 dweUing.houges. There is a church and two schools, one for 
the native boys and another for the girls, wh~re both are instructed in 
their religious duti~ and the vernacular language of the province. Two 
miasionary priests reside there. Numerous other parishes are situated. 
.IDc)M in tlte interior; tIae chief of which are St. Scholastique, St. Therese, 
!It. Henry, !It. Roch, L'ABIOUlption, St Jaeques, St. Paul, St. Elizabeth, 
St. Cutlobert, and St ,LOon. 

EE 
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Berthier and St. Eustache are undoubtedly the IIl(l8t collBiderable of 
these villages, and .. such may be brieRy noticed in the general d....q;.. 
tion, an exact account of the others being given in the Topographical 
Dictionary of Lower Canada. 

The village of .Bel'thier,containing about 850 inhabitants,is pleua.ntJy 
situated on the north side of the Chenail du Nord and forms one principal 
street, consisting of at least oue hundred houses, placed generally at short 
intervrus from each other, on either side of the main road from Montreal 
aI}d Qu~bec. There are, exclusi ve of dwellings, many granaries and st0Je6 
houses for general merchandise, it being a place of some trade, from 
whence British manufactured goods are dispersed over the neighbouring 
populous scigniories, and from whence also large quantities of grain are 
annually exported. The church, that claims noti<:e not only as being a 
handsome structure but for the elegance of jts exterior decoration, is 
situated at a short di!>tance north of the main street. This village being 
midway between Montreal and Three Rivers, in the direct route of the 
public stage-eoaches. that have been established between the former place 
and Quebec upon the plan of those in England, and also the principal 
intennediate post-office station, make it a place of great resort and con. 
siderable traffi{' j and these have been much increased since the period at 
which the Berthier or North Channel became frequented by the St. 
Lawrence steam·boats. the smaller class of which pass with perfect safety by 
that route, landing and receiving goods and passengers in their weekly 
trips up amI down the river. On passing through the Chenail du Nord. 
the village with its gardens, orchards, meadows. and surrounding cuJti. 
vated fields. form together an agreeable and pleasing assemblage of ob.
jects, although from the flatness of the country it is not marked by any 
of those traits of grandeur so frequentl) observable on the north side of 

the St. Lawrence, descending towards Quebec. Indeed it is so little 
above the level of the river that in the spring, when the melted snow and 
ice occasion a rise of the waters. it is sometimes overflowed to 8 consi. 
deraMe distance inland, causing much damage to the lower pam of the 
houses in the village and gocds deposited in the stores: so great has beet'I. 
the rise &8 to makt> it necessary to remove large quantities of wheat from 
the upper stories of the grnnaries to save jt from injury. 



ISLE JESUS. ~Jl 

The village of St. Eu.tache is advantageously situated at the con
fiDence of the river Du Ch@ne with the river Jesus or St. Jean, in the 
midst of a pepulout country, and on the stage rou te to the Ottawa 
townships. It contains about 180 houses, many of which are kept by 
sbopkeeper1l, tradesmen, and hostlers. Several of the dwellinb1S are 
specious in their dimensions, and built with some regard to the rules of 
elegance and taste. The village contains nearly 1000 inhabitants. 

Isle Jesus forms a se~gniory in the county of Terrebonne. It is in 
length 21 miles;and 6 at its greatest breadth, lying north-west of the 
island of Montreal, from which it is separated by the lliviere des Prairies, 
and from the main land by the Hiviere St. Jean or Jesus. It was 
granted with the Isle aux Vadws adjacent thereto the 28d October, 1699. 
to the bishop and ecclesiastics of the seminary of Qupbec. by whom it is 
still possessed. The original name was L'j .. le de Montmagny; but soon 
after its grant the proprietors thought proper tf) bestow on it the ap
pe)Jative it now bears. The land is every where level, rich, and weB 

cultivated; on the south-east side. bordering the river, there are some 
excellent pasturages and very fine meadows; tht' other parts produce 
grain, vegetables. and fruits in great perfection and abundance. I"rom 
KS being almost wholly turned to agricultural purposes there is very little 
wood remaining. beyond what is left for ornament on the different farms 
or preserved for fuel. One road goes entirely round the island. and an
other runs through the middle lengthways; these are connected by 
others~ tha:t open an easy communication between every part of it. 
There are three parishes, St. Vincent de Paul, St. Rose. and St. Martin; 
the houses, mostly built of stone, are dispersed by the side of the roads; 
now and then a few of them are placed close together, but nowhere in suffi
ment number to be called a village. Around the island are several corn 
and saw-mills on the two large rivers; in the interior there is no stream 
of sufficient force to work either. About midway of the Riviere des 
Prairies is the .trong rapid called the Sault au Recollet. The rafts of 
timber, brought down the Ottawa from the upper townships. descend 
this river into the St. Lawrence at the Bout de !'Isle. The C()mmuni~ 
cation between hie J •• u. and the island. of Montreal and Bizard and 
the main land it kept up by several ferries in convenient situations for 

EE2 
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maintaining 8 continual and sure intercourse. The hie Biard is &epa
rared from tbe louth-west end of Isle Jesus by the Riviere d .. Prairies; 
it is nearly of an oval form, rather more than 4 miles long by I: broatl. 
No records relative to this property have been presE'rved in the secretariat 
of the province; but when the present owner. Pierre Foretier, eeq .. did 
fealty and homage on the 3d February, 1781, he exhibited proof of its 
having been granted on the 24th and 25th October, 1678, to Sieur Bizard. 
It is a spot of great fertility. wholly cleared and cultivated. A good 
road passes round it Deaf to the river. and another crosses it about the 
middle; by the sides of these the houses are pretty numerous, but there 
is neither village, church, nor mill upon it. 

Isle l)errot lies off the south-west end of' the island of Montreal. 
It was ~-rnUlted to Sieur l:Jerrot October 29. ] 792, and is now the pro-
perty of Amable D~zery. esq. The length of the island is 7 miles. or a 
little more. and nearly 3 in breadth at its widest part j of nearly 11·3 

conce6sions, more than one half are settled upon, and tolerably well 

cultivated; the soil is of a light sandy nature generally; but where this 
i. not the case it is an uneven surfa('f> of rock. The wood is not entirely 
cleared from it, and of what remaills beech and maple constitute the chief 
part. The houses are SCtlttered over the island near the different roads, 
and the parish church is situated on the south-east side of the island; not 
far from it is a windmill. Of two fiefs within the seiguiory one is called 
Fief Bruey, 10 acres in front by so in depth, the property of the repre
sentatives of Ignace Chenier; the other. named La Framboi.se, is of an 
irregular figure, containing 180 acres, superficial measure, and belongs to 

Fran<r'Ois Friench. There are four ferries from Isle Perrot; the first to St. 
Anne, on the island of Montreal , for which the charge is two ahillings; 
one to the malO land above the rapid of Vaudreuil. alld another to the foot 
of the same, one shilling and cightpence each; and the fourth to the canal 
at Point des Cascades, for which the demand is three shillings and foW' .. 
pence each person. The Isles de la Paix, which are annexed to this 
grant, serve for pasturage only. 

'fhe beautiful island of Montreal forms tbe ~igntcw!l of that name, 
lind also the county of Montreal; it is of a triangular shape, 32 milet 
long by lO! broad, ann lies at the confluence of the Grand or Ottawa 
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river and the St. Lawrence: the Rin~re des Prairies, on the nortb-west, 
seperatea it from Isle J~.us. The greatest part was granted in 1640 
to M ....... Cherrier and Le Royer; but whether disposed of by them, 
or forfeited to the crown, does not appear frorn any official record that 
bas been prese"ed: it is at present wholly the property of the seminary 
of St. Sulpice, at Montreal, the superiors of which, in rendering fealty 
and homage on the Sd February, 1781. produced as their titles, 1st, a deed 
passed before the councillor to the king at Paris. bearing date 20th April, 
1664, by which the seminary of St. Sulpicius in that city. and other persons 
concerned, granted to the seminary in Canada the lands and seigniory of 
Montreal; 2d, an arrCt of the council of state made at Versailles in the 
month of March. 1693, by which the king agrees to and accepts the SUT

render made to him by the ecclesiastics of the seminary of St. Su]plcius, 
at Paris, of all the property possessed by them in the island of Montreal; 
and 3d, letters-patent, in form of an edict, issued by the King of Fram'e 
in July. ]114, being a confirmation of all titles to the lands granted to 

the ecclesiastics of the said seminary at Paris by letters-patellt, dated 
March, 1677, with the right of alienation. As early as the year 1657 a large 
part of this, even at that period, valuable property was cleared and ~ettled. 
under the direction of the Abbe Quetus. who had arrived from France 
with authority from the seminary for that and other purposes. 

The island is divided into the following nine parishes: St. Ann, St. 
Genevieve, roint Claire. La Chine, Sault au U.ceoBet, St. Lalnent, Ri
viere des Prairies, l:Jointe-nu~Tremble. and Longue Pointe. There are 
altogether 1376 concessions, fonned into 25 ranges, or as they are termed 
C0te8, making so many irregular subdivisions or interior districts. There 
is also a domain of great extent between the ce,tes St. Laurent and St. 
Michel. which is retained for the use of the seminary. 

With the exception of the mountain, the ridge of the Coteau St. 
Pierre, and Obe or two smaller ones of no great elevation. the island 
exhibits a level surface, watered by several little rivers and rivulets, as La 
Petite Riviere St. Pierre, Riviere Dorval, Ruisseau de l'Orme, Ruisseau 
de Notre Dame dea Neiges,La CouMe des Roehes, Ruisseau de la Prairie, 
Ruiaseau Migeon, and &. few others of inferiCr n~. These streams tum 
numerou8 grist and 88w~mills in the interior, while many more around the 



• e, they are low: 
• 80 Ha d par-

a ~~ 
t t it as once covel'ed • place a canal been 

opened, by which a direct oommUDica • between the city and La 
Chine i formed, d the difficult ~IQK" of the rapid of t. A.IU_ 
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he soil of the whole i land, if a few insignificant tracts be over
looked, can scarcely be e celled in any country, and is ~ighly productive 
in grain of every species, vegetables, and fruits of various kinds: th 
i hardly any part of it but what is in the m t Houri hing state of 

culti ation, and may justly claim the pre-eminence over any other of 
Lower Canada. Several road nmning from north-east. to south-west, 
nearly parallel to each other, are crossed by others at convenient distance , 
so as to form a' complete and easy communication in every direction. 
There i a good turnpike-road from Montreal, almost in a traigbt line, 
to the village of La Chine, a distance of eight miles, by which the con
stant interooUl' between these places i rendered easy : QY this route all 

the ~ intended for Upper Canada were formerly conveyed to 

the P of don; but the canal has superseded the turnpike, as 
regard at t, the transport of h articles of trade. Between the 
city and tb ~ there . a great ~pecta, me of urhu-h 

are very romantic. A mile two from the town, near the taRDeI''l.., 

the road ascends a steepish . and continues along a higk ._._~ 

more than three miles, commanding a utiful view over 
fields below, the rapid of St. Loui tbe islands . 

the varied .reenery on the op e tIMlIN, ... d •• 
heigb~ it P es over fiat country until it .1'fII*!I 

The city of M01ltreol stands on the south . 
latitude 450 81' north and longitude 780 S' est. 
of the pro ince in point of imp it is undoubtedly th 
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ita, • a prolonged ·MI'IlIaa. 

1010 acres of ground, altllOllll 

ItCIIQ(lH the contents of the did 
houees, built together, in the year fUO, on the site 
village of HocheJaga, wu the eommence OIltreal, 
or, 88 it 88 first ed, ViB • e; the IlttI&CltGD 

and pOSlelSing many in cemen {or the 0010 • 

selves for the comforts and convenience of aociety, t etIf soon as umed 
the appearance of being uilt with some attenti to regularity and 
solidity of the dwellings; containing population of ~ inhabitants, 
ita improvement and extension were pid. In 6.... the el Dieu 

as founded by the pious charity of Madame de Bouillon, and six year 
afterwards the zeal of MademoileJle ~larguerite de Bourgeois established 
the convent of Notre Dame. 

The infant town was exposed to, and almost fro its very beginning 
experienced, the animosity of the Iroquois, who made many attacks upon 
it. As a protection again t these repeated hostilities a sort of barrier was 
drawn round it, conailting merely of a tackade; but so slight and vulner
able a defence not inspiring the inhabitants with much confidence in their 
security, the more po mul safeguBrn of 8 w fifteen li high, with 
battlements, was substituted, and had the these 
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. 'ou re-

...... na tII. ___ ~·~,.lfaI't,a1Dd· _""ll~mt of the place. At 
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e otre Dame, extending from 
.ltOjl1fll;~ .JUburbs, is IS44 yards in length, and SO feet 
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which as 80 u" U"I~~~:sly ated it occupied the whole breadth 
of the 8 at t t improvement, the 
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as every charita m 
. ted with grants of Dloney pro . acial 

Th of the buildings on the pace before mentioned . 
h ital, a convent, and a church; attached i a large cattle-
y~, 'th e te • e tables and outbuildings, and a etery. 

T ent of La Congregation de Notre Dame is in otre Dame-
• street, a fonna a range of buildings i84, feet in fro and 4188 in depth 

along St. John Baptist-street, containing, besides the principal edifice, a 
chapel, numerous detached buildings for domestic use , and a large gar
den. The Congregation is composed of a uperior (la Sreur Devoisy) 
and sixty sisters: the object of this instituti n is female instruction in 
its different branches, wh~in the greatest part of the members are 
employed; boarders are taken in the house on ery moderate pen-
iOllS, and receiv a" ful education. From thi establishment some 

of the sisters are t as mi ionaries to dilferent parts of the district, 
for the purpose of giving fuller effect to the intentions of the foundation 
by opening scboctls in pari h remote from the convent. The general 
hospital, or con ent of the Grey isters, situated about 300 yards 
south. t of oint Calliere, was founded in 1750, by Madame de . 
Y ouvil , as a refuge for the infirm poor and invalids; it occupies a 
space of 678 fi t al g the little t. Pierre by nearly the same 
depth, containing a convent for of the nun~ a church, 

for tien of both detached 
on&.I_' .. ,g for the ree_loD 
It' bya_ .... 

the cares which they bel!ltmll' 

their . 
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"It fronts the Place d' Armes, and its northern lIank faooo St. J()o. 
seph-street. The BOil on which it stand. is of unequal quality, .. hieb 
rendered it necessary to use great caution and attention in oonKrocting 
the foundation, there being a declivity of 18 feet from west to east, 
terminating in soft and marshy ground. On account of that declivity 
and other causes, a terrace became necessary on which to base the build
ing. This will add much to both its convenience and appearance wh~ 
surmounted by an iron railing with gates, lamps, &c . 

•• The length of the church, from east to west, is 255 feet 6 inches, 
and its breadth, from north to south, is 184 feet 6 inches. The height 
of the flanks is 61 feet from the flagging of the terrace to the eaves. 
There are six towers so arranged that each flank presents three. and the 
east and west ends two each. Those on the principal or west front are 
220 feet high. The towers are of a quadrangular form with octangular 
buttresses placed at the angles of each. and terminating at the top in 
conical pinnacles of the same shape. The space between the front 
towers is 7S feet by 120 in height, crowned with an embattled parapet. 
The flanks. and east end towers, are each 115 feet in height. The flanks 
are decorated with buttresses corresponding in form with those of the 
towers. and crowned on the top with hollow pinnacles, which serve as 
chimneys. The exterior of the building is faced with hewn stone of an 
excellent quality, and of a hue wen adapted to the gothic style. 

U There are five public and three private entrances to the first floor, 
and four to the galleries, 80 that an audience of 10,000 (the number for 
which it is seated) may assemble and disperse in a few minute!! without 
disagreeable presaure . 

.. The eastern window at the high altar i. 6' feet in height anoi half 
that size in breadth. It is separated by Ahafts into five compartments. 
and subdivided by mullions into 86 divhdons in the perpendicul&r sty-le. 
The windows in the flanks consist of one range, and th08e in the front 
are finished in the same style as the eastern window. 

" The building will be surrounded with a spacious terrace, from which 
are all the entrances to the apartmenta. This terraee when finisbed will 
fOnD tbe.1ine of St. Joseph-street and the Place d'Annes. The building 
will recede on it in tront .u feet. The ascent will be by , ltepa, after 
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which tll_ will be a flight of 7 .tep. to the portal, which is formed by 
an arcade, consisting of three arches, each .19 feet by 48 in height. From 
this arcade there are nve entrances to the church, two of which lead to 
the galleries. Over this arcade is placed another of the same form, in 
relie\'o, which connects the towers and piers. Detween these are trefoil 
canopy.headed niches, intended for marble statues in altO-relievo. At 
the termination of the front, bp.tween the towers, tht>re will be a pro. 
mcnade 76 feet by 20, elevated HW feet above the surface of the Place 
d'Armcs. To this there will be a 'safe and easy access by a geometrical 
stair, and when the ascent is gained the spectator will have a most de
lightful and extensive view of the river St. Lawrence and the surround. 
ing country. To strangerl! this must prove particularly interesting, and 
we understand books will be kept for notes. &c. The front towers arc 
intended to contain clocks and bells j alld to form observatories accessible 
to the summit by safe and easy flights of step.. The girth of the build
ing, including the projections, is 1125 fl;et. 

" The roof of the church is covered with tin, and the gutters, bips, 
and valleys are lined with copper. The embattlement parapets at the 
eaves of the flanks, which are peculiar in the crowning of gothic edifices, 
are omitted on account of the great qualltity of snow that falls in this 
country during the winter. The ~verity of the frost, also, prevents 
considerably the decoration of buildings in cold climates. 

" I"terior.-The floor, from the front entrance to the chancel, is an 
inclined plane of S feet. This gives commodiousness to the general 
aspect.. There are seven spacious aisles leading in the same direction, and 
two crossing th~ at right angles, one of which leads to the flank doors. 
Between these the pews· are placed. and raised six inches above the aisles. 

U There are seve~ chapels, so placed that aU are seen from the front 
entrance. The h;igh altar is st.:E'n in a direct line, nearly at the extremity 
of the-nave: it is elevated in the chancel 2 feet 6 inches above the floor 

• Number of pews on the ground tloor 
do. on the tim gallery 
do. 011. the teCOIl.a do. 

504 
. 372 
. 368 

1244 
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of the church. and is encompassed on three sides by semicircular seats, 
for the clergy, &c. The fl'Qn~ of the chancel i", open, and is accessible 
by an easy flight of 5 steps, in the form of It. douhle semi-reverse. The 
eastern window. high altar, and choir will be seen from the front door 
to great advantage, together with a perspective view oCthe flank windowfi. 
side altars, side galleries. and the groined ceiling, 80 feet in height. The 
vaults of the cieling and galleries arc supported in part by a double range 
of' grouped columns, 3 feet 4 inches in diameter; from these spring the 
groins of the ceiling. The middle vault is intersected by an imitation of 
bas.rclievo ribs, disposed diagonally over the vaults, painted in fresco; 
the intermediate parts of a b'1'ave and gloomy aspect. which would have 
been in keeping with the gothic style, had it been more !loft, &c . 

.. The pillar~ are of wood, and painted in imitatIOn of clouded Italian 
or American marble, which prevents, in some degree, defects froIn ap
pearing.. in the wood, 8S well as the pillars from being soiled by hands. 
'l'he bue accords with the ceiling, and, in time, age will make the effect 
pleasing. The facing of the gallery~truslies, and the greatest portion of 
the carpenter's work, are ·painted in imitation of oak, resembling the oak 
finish in the gothic cathedrals in Europe. The gallery screens are in 
moveable panels, and painted a crimson culour. The railing, in frona. 
of them, imitates iron, and produces an agreeable efiect. 

" There are rece~ses in the piers, between the windows on the first 
floor, intended for family monumenh, &c. and in the recesses of the 
WilHlows are placed the confessional screens. Suitable arrangemenu. 
are made in the interior for all the mOlluments and historical PfoiAtings 
that Jllay be wanted; and at the high altar, on each 'Side of it, and 
tlanking the east window, there are places assigned 4u' Ii .la.rge hi ... 
stoTical paintings, which will produce a fine effect. as the light- brought 
on them will be happy . 

.. There are geometrical stairs in the eastern towers, leading to tlle 
galleries, af!. tllt're wiH be in the front towers when finished. The galleries, 
the access to which is commodious, consist of two tiers. The organ 
is placed upon the upper gallery, over the front entrance, the floor for 
which is elastic, end is 27 feet by 27 feet 6 inches, and projects 6 feet 
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beyond the 11ne of galleries in a segment fonn, which gives brJ'eat capacity 
to the tone and sound of the organ; the front of the segment is finished 
with a trefoil curtain fringed with drops. 

"The choir screen is finished in recessed seats for the clerb'Y. and 
surmounted with embattlement pendants. reversed into alto-relievo. 

" The wardens' seat.'! are placed opposite the pulpit, and crowned by 
ttnopen fringed parapet: ~lC pulpit and canopy are attached to one of the 
pillars; the access to it~ from the first galJery. It resembles, in form, 

that in the gothic cathedral in Strasburg, in Germany; the canopy is 
l'rowned with a cTQCkit, but has not its effect, owing to the llainting 
of it. 

H The higlr'altar is nlittle in the florid style, resembling. in part, that 
of St. Peter~ at Rome, but is placed too near the eastern wif!dow, a de
fect which impairs the aspect of both. 

«The eastern window was intended to be filled with stained glass, 
which would have produced a grand efieet, but }Jatt:n t glass was sub
stituted for cheapness. As the painting was not well done, it must be 
repainted again, to dim the strong glare of light. 1t is, llOwever, the 
intention to have it fill ed with staillPd glass at some future day. The 
ceiling was to be paintpd in the best style of tracery in fresco, but the 
design made for it was relinquished, fr(lm want of time and materials to 

accOmplish it . 
.. Notwithstanding the alterations and substitutions made in it, yet 

the whole of the interior, as arranged, has every possible convenience, 
and is disposed of so as to obtain the object for which it was erected. lt 
was intended to be warmed with hot air, conveyed from furnaces placed 
:n apartments under the floors, ellt will at present be heated with stoves. 
The building, although placed on a cramped and limited site, unites 
convenience and proportion with effect. and grandeur without orna
ment· .. • The tirst high mass celebrated within its walls took place on 

• The areruted to whOle "ill the plRllning and superintendence of th(' t!difice wer{' cun .. 
fided i. Mr. M'Donald, who ho.I lpared no pains in the due perfonnanCf' of the arduous ullder. 
taking. The muter builders are MClMrs. L.montagne and St . John, masonl, natives of Callada; 
}f..,.. :R.dpUb aoc1 Madtay, IrlUmS and atolle.cutters, native5 of Scotland; 1\fessl'$J Pen-y 
and Wetherilt, p1uteren, native>! of Englaad; and Mr. Cox, OITpcnter, native of the statt< 
,,(NeW York. 
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the 15th July, 18'11l, on which occasion Monseigneur the Bishop of Tel. 
messe officiated. and the Rev. Mr. Quiblier delivered an eloquent and 
appropriate oration. The greatest part of the Canadi&n Roman Catholic 
clergy were present, and the solemnity, grand and imposing in the 
llighest degree. was attended by the governor in chief, the staff, corpo.
rations, and other public bodies, and upwards of 8000 persons. 

'fhe English church, in N otre Dame~street. is one of the handsomest 
specimens of modem architecture in the province; it is spacious in its 
dimensions and elegant in its structure, and surmounted by a lofty spire, 
with timekeepers on the four faces of the belfry. The f)cminary of St. 
SuJpice, or Montreal, is a large and commodious building adjoining the 
cathedral; it occupies three sides of a square, ] 32 feet long by go deep. 
with spaci(;ms ~ardens and ground attached, extending 342 feet in Notre 
Dame-strret, and 444 along that called St. Fram;ois Xavier. The ·pur
p<»ie of this fonndation is the education of youth through all its variou~ 
departments to the higher branches of philosophy and tIle mathematics. 
It was founded about the year 1651 by the Abbe Quetus, who, as before 
mentioned, then arrived from France, commissioned by the seminary of 
St. SuI pice at Paris to superintend the settlement and cultivation of 
their property on the islanrl of Montreal, and also to erect a seminary 
there upon the plan of their own. His instructions were so well fulfilled 
that the establishment he framed has existed until the present time, 
nlOdified by many and great improvements. The superior of this college 
is :1.1. Roux, assisted by professors of eminence in the different sciences, 
and other subordinate masters, who 'pursue a judicious plan of general 
instruC'tion that reflects distinguished honour upon themselves, while it 
ensures )\ continual advance in knowledge to a very considen.ble- number 
of students and !-or·hollrS. 

The New College, or Petit Seminaire, near the Little Rivet', in the 
Recollet suburbs. is most eligibly situated; the body of it is 210 feet 
long by 45 broad, having at each end a wing that runs at right angles 
186 feet by nearly 45. It is a handsome regular edifice. built a few 
years ago by the seminary of 8t. Sulpice. at an expense of more than 
10,0001., for the purpose of extending the benefit of their plan af iedu. 
cation beyond what the accommodations of their original establishment 



M'GILL COLLEGE, MONTREAL. 223 

would admit of. On the exterior, decoration and neatness are 80 judici .. 
oU51y blended as to earry an air of grandeur, to which the interior distri

bution perfectly corresponds; the arrangements have been made with 
the utmost attention to convenience, utility. and salubrity, consisting of 
residences for the director, professors, and masters; 8 chapeJ, airy donni
tories, apartments for the senior and junior classes, refectories. and every 
domestic office. The intentiom, of the institution through every depart
ment are promoted with the utmost regularity and good effect, both with 
respect to instruction and internal economy. 1'he director, 1\1. Roque, 
and chief professors are as eminently distinguished for their literary 
acquirements as for tlJCir zeal in diffusing them. In this college as weB 
as in the seminary the number of pupils is very great, with whom a very 
moderate annual stipend is paid; the benefits that arise from the disse
minl1tion of useful instruction over so extended a province as Lower 
Canada will not fail to be duly appreciated; and for their endeavours in 
so beneficent a cause, the reverend Suipiciens are fairly entitled to the 
gratitude of aU their Canadian brethren. 

Be&ides these principal sents of learning, wherein the French lan
guage is the vernacular idiom, there are in Montreal some good English 
schools, condut'ted by gentlemen of exemplary morals and talent8, who, 
by their exertions, hitherto supplied in some degree the want of an 
English college. Such an establishment, however, has ceased to be It 

desideratum since the final termination of the long protracted suits at 
law that interfered with the opening of J\1'Gill College. As far back as 
lS01, the creation of a corporate body, under the denomination of the 
BoyalinatitutwN, for the advancement of learning, was contemplated by 
an act.of the legislature; and in 1818 that institution was actually incor
porated by royal charter. In 1814 the Hon. James M'GilJ, an opulent 
and'"'highly resvected citizen of Montreal, bequeathed in trust to this 
institution the valuable estate of Burnside, at the Mountain, together 
with the Bum of 10,0001. for tlle endoWDlent of a college, which shou1d 
beer.hit name. In 1821 the college, thus liberally endowed, was incor_ 
porated, ,in ecmformity with the tenns of the devise, and the governor 
and · 1Ie"oten81lt,.go~emor of Lower Canada, the lieutenant-governor of 
Up",", Canada, .tlle 'chief jlllti""" of MQntreal ond Upper Canada, the 
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lord bishop of ~ebec, and the principal of the C'ollege. were, by the 
charter of incorporation, appointed governors of the institution -, It WitS 

not, however, until the 24th June, 1828, that tli(> corporation of M'Gi11 
College was completely put in possession of the property devised, and 
at a numerol1s and respectable meeting, held that day in the dweDing_ 
housE" on the estate of Burnside, the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop 
of Quebec and the Venerable Archdeacon ?\fountain explained, at 
some length, the origin, progress, and views of the institution. The 
constitution and rules for the government of the' college are based upon 
those liberal principles that will render its benefits as universal as possible, 
no tests being imposed either upon the professors or the students, aU 
offices whatever thus becoming freely ' open both to protestants and 

Roman catholics, whilst !:tudenb of all denominations are permittcd 
to aUend. It is necessary, at present, that the professors should be 

graduates of some British university. but a preference is hereafter to 
be shown to those who will have graduated in the institution. The 
system of collegiate education will extend to all those branches embraced 

by similar establi shments in Great Britain ; and, in order to forward the 
advancement of the medical department of the college, it is contemplated 

to enguft upon it the l\folltrf'al1\iedicll.llnstitution, which has already 
acquired ('on~iderable repute from its respectability and learning. 

Such a foundation, superadded to the pre-existing colleges and schools 
in the Can~das. will leave little to be l\'ished for, as regards the education 
of youth, and we certainly hail the opening of M'GUl College as an im
portant era in the history of the progress of learning, literature, and 
science in the colony. Encouraged by the imperial and local govem~ 
ments, fostered and supported by the inhabitants of the province, and 
enlightened by eIhinent professors, it cannot but flourish, an honour to the 
country, and a perpetual monument of the liberality of its munifiCent 
founder . 

• Profeuors, &c. appointed 4th Decembet", 1823:-Principal and ProleMOl' of Divinity, the 
Reverend O. J. 1\lountaiD, D. D (of the Univetlity af Cmibridgf.) Profeuor or.M~ ftU6. 
aophy 8nd learned Languages, the Rev. J L. Mill., D. D. (Uni1'el"tisy ef Odord..) Pa~ el 
Hi.tory Bnd Civil Law, the Rev. J . St,.chan, D.D. (U"e:nity~of .AbrmlteD.) R~ifl 
:Matbematics and Natural PhU~llby, the Rev. G. J. WillOll, AM. (Uni,.enity ofOx.fcri.) 
Profeuor of Medicine, 1Jwulal FlilfCUeI, )t. D. (Uai.-enJtt. E4bllNrp.) 
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The Monlreal general hospital is a neal building, 76 r",,1 long by 
40 wide, sunnounted by a cupola, and situated upon Dorchester-street, 
in the St. Lawrence suburb. The (.'orner stone was laid with masonic 
solemnity 011 the 6th June, 1821, and on the 1st of May, the following 
year, it was opened for the reception of patients, eighty of which it is 
now calculated to admit. The total (;08t of the ground and building 
amounted to 5,856l. 8,., which sum was levied by voluntary subscriptions, 
bestowed with a liberality that reflects the greatest credit upon the in
habitants of Montreal. This humane institution first originated out of 
the Ladiea' Benevolcllt Socidy, an association of females. fonned ex
pressly for the relief of indigent emigrants, who. invalided by a long 
sea,..voyage, and often in a ~tate of absolute destitution, landed in a strange 
country, the most miserable objects of public charity. In 1818 a fund 
of 12001. was raised to relieve the 'wants of this class of sufferers and 
the poor of the city; and a soup kitchen, as the most effectual means of 
affording relief. was opened, where thc~e philanthropic ladies. personally, 
superintended the distribution of alms. This plan was followt'd \IP by 

the establishment of a !louse 1j't·eco/)(',.y for the reception of the indigent 
sick. and ultimately ended ill the foundation of the Montreal general 
hospital, the members and subscribers to which were incorporated by 
charter on the 30th January, 18~3. In thus giving some account of the 
establishment of an institution so interesting to the cause of humanity. 
it is alike a duty and a pleasure to record its most prominent benefac
tors, in the list of whom we find Thomas Naters, Esq., the Honourables 
John Richardson, W. Forsyth, and William M'Gillivray, Messrs. Ross, 
Molson. Gillespie, &c. The sums to defray the expenses of this institution 
are derived from three sources; 1st. Legislative grants j 2d. Charitable 
donations; public subscriptions, and the annual contribution of the go
vernors and other subscribers; 3d. From the sale of tickets to the students 
of medicine in the town, who are, by the rules of the institution, allowed 
to attend to see the hospital practice, and witness the operations, on paying 
each (h~ SUD) of two gain ... per annum ., 

The Montreal library and reading-room occupy a neat and conve
niebt ~ .. i1cl1ng in SL J~h-s~!",I, a central part of Ihe lown. The 

• By. dae annu&~ ~ in Xa,. 18t&, 1t wm be IeeIl that the advantagM of 

GG 
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former contains several thousand volumes of the best authors in every 
branch of literature, and the latter is judiciously furnished with foreign 
and domestic magazines, newspapers, and journals. The subscriptions 
both to the library Bnd reading-room .are moderate, Rnd strangers and nOD
residents may have free access to the latter upon being introduced by 8 

subscriber. 
The court-house, on the north side of Notre Dame-street, is a. plain 

handsome building, 144 feet in front, where the courts of civil and 
criminal judicature are held. The interior is distributed into halls for 
the sittings of the chief courts, besides apartments for the business of the 
police and courts of inferior jurisdiction. The handsome appearance of 

this building is heightened by its standing some distance from the street, 
with a grass-plot in front, enclosed by iron railings: its proximity to the 
Champ de MaTS renders it extremely airy and agreeable. The gaol of 
the district stands near the court-house; it is a substantial "pacious 
building, erected upon the site of the old gaol that was destroyed by fire 
in 1803. The -salubrious situation of this spot is peculiarly fitted for 
&ucb an establishment; the interior plan is disposed with every attention 
to the health, deanliness. and comfort (as far as the latter is compatible 
with the nature of such a place) of its unfortunate inmates, both debtors 
and criminals_ The government-honse, usually classed among the 
public buildings. is on the south side of Notre Dame-street: being very 
old, and an early specimen of the unpolished architeC'ture of the province. 
it is not much entitled to notice; it is, however, kept in good repair, 
and furnished as an occasional residence of the govemor~in..chief. when 

the iMtitution arc progrE'lsively extending. Admitted from ht May, 1823, to 1st May. 
1824-

Pl'f)lettanta. Roman C. tholica. Total. 

2M 216 470 

OU .. poti ..... who , .. ~ 
ceived advice and 254 110 364 
medicine, &c. -

506 326 B34 

Remaining in hOllpital, 
Th .. inc«l9.11e iu thl" number ot I-tientll in ODe year, 

or Ihele tJMre Weft dlodl .. ?pd, 
Cured, 378 
Relined, 30 
At their rtqUelt, ]6 
For miaconduct, !l 
Died, . " 43 

20 
115 
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he visits the upper district: on the opposite side of the street, border~ 
ing on the Champ de Mars, is an excellent and extensive garden be. 
longing to it. 

The old monastery of the Re~onets stood at the western extremity 
of Notre Dame..street. The church is still used for divine worship, but 
the house itself is demolished. and the extensive ground belonging to it 
was exchanged by government for St. Helen's Island, opposite the city, 
that belonged to the Honourable Charles Grant, and upon which military 
works have since ~en thrown up. The church is chiefly frequented 
by Irish catholics, and the grounds are laid out into streets that are 
rapidly building upon. At the upper part of the new market-place, 
close to Notre Dame~strCf't. is a handsome monument, erected to com· 
fllcmorate the hero of Trafalgar, immortal Nelson: it is composed of 
a cylindrical column placed upon a square pedestal j at the base of the 
culumn. on the different angles, arc allegorical figures, of very good 
workmanship, representing the victor's chief attributes; and on the 
sides suitable inscriptions: in compartments, on each face of the pe
destal, are bas-reliefs of four of his principal achievements. executed 
with great spirit and freedom, and composed with a chasteness of design 
guided by much classical correctness. This highly ornamental tribute 
to departed worth was completed in London, and the expenses defrayed 

by subscription among the inhabitants ot Montreal. 
The principal streets, botll lateral and transverse, have a direct com

munication with the suburbs, which occupy a much greater SIJll.CE' than 
the city itself: they surround it on three sides j on the south-west are 
the divisions called the St. Anne, the Recollet, and the St. Antoine 
suburbs; on tlle north-west the St. Laurent, St. Louis, and St. Peter's; 
and o~ the north-east the Quebec: in all of them the streets run in the 
same direction as those of thf' city; they are very regular. and contain a 
great number of lIuperior dwellillg~hou8es, built of stone, and several in
habitants of the first rank have fixed their residences there. 

Montreal, 'IS it is at present, containing a population of about SO,OOO 
lOuIs, rivals the capital of Canada in many respects, and as a commercial 
emporium certainly 8U'l""seo it: .. ared near the confluence of several 

GGi 
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large rivers with the St. Lawrence. it receives by their means the pro. 
ductions of the best settled and also the most diswnt parts of the district, 
those of the fertile province of Upper Canada, as 'well as from the United 
States. Possessing these combined !Lttractions, jt is by no means un· 
reasonable to infer that in the lapse of a few yE'afil it will become the 
most flourishing and prosperous city of the British North American 
dominions; and Quebec, viewed as a military position, may always 
be looked upon as an impregnable bulwark to them. Extending 
from the suburbs on the south-west side of the city, along the river 
as far as the Quebec suburbs, an elevated terrace was formed several 
years back. which, independent of its utility as a road, is sufficiently high 
to form an effectual barrier against the floating k-e at the breaking up 
of the frost: it also impedes the communication of fire to the town. 
should it take place among thE:' large quantities of timber and wood of 
every description that are always collected on the beach. The little river 
St. Pierre is embanked on both sides as far as the new college, fonning 
a canal 20 feet wide, which it! continued along the sOutll-west and north
west sides to the Quebec suburbs, with bridges over it at the openings 
of the principal streets and otll!'r convenient placE's; at the anglE'S orna
mental circular basins are fonned, and a lock neaT the mouth of the little 
riYer, by which the water may be drawn off for the purpose of cleansing 
it; this work is so constructed M to raise boats, &c. from the St. Law
rence, from whence they may proceed to the further extremity of this 
{'flnal. The buildings on each side are retired thirty fect from the water, 
thereby fonning a street eighty feet wide, having the canal i~entre. 
To the northward of Notre Dame..street there is another s~arallel 
to it, sixty feet wide, called St. James's-street. running from the Place 
d'Armes to the Haymarket; but it is contemplated to continu!' it throug" 
the whole length of the city. and to terminate it at the Quebec suburbS 
by one of the same hreadth. leading to the St. Lawrence suburbs. In 
this street is situated the Montreal bank. a regular and elegant cut-sto~ 
edifice, omarriented in front with emblematical devices of Agriculture, 
Manufactures. Arts. and Commerce. executed in bassa-relievo. Near tb~ 

bank is tbe ''I' esleyan cbapel. built in a good sty Ie of ""'hitectute.and quite 
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an ornament to the street. The Place d'Armes is to have its dimension& 
enlarged to 892 feet by 844. which will protract it to the canal; from the 
south-west side of the canal, towards the St. Antoine suburbs, another 
square or rathel' p81'allelogram is made. 468 feet by 180. The Champ de 
Mars, from being originally very circumscribed, and quite inadequate as 
a place of military exercise, has been made level, and carried on nearly 
to the canal, forming a space 227 yards by 114. It is now an excellent 
parade as well as an agreeable promenade for the inhabitants: seats are 
fixed for the accommodation of'the publir. and trees planted in va
rious parts of it. From this spot there is a fine vif'w of the well cul
tivated grounds. beautiful orchards. and country houses towards tht' 
mountain. Adjoining the new l.'Ollege a lot of ground, 156 feet by 2.58. 
is reserved as the site of a new house of correction. 

The new market-place, occupying the ground wllerc formerly stood 
the college founded by Sieur Charron in 1119, and destroyed by fire 
many years back, is 36 yards wide. and reaches from Notre Dame-street 
to St. Paul-street; in the middle of it arc ranges of'stalls for butchers. 
covered in by a roof supported 011 wooden pillars: great care is taken to 
enforce the regulations to ensure cleanliness. On the two principal market_ 
days in each week the market is wen supplied with every necessary. 
and nearly every luxury for the table, in great abundance, at prices ex
tremely moderate. The produce of t1le upper part of this fertile district 
is almost wholly brought hither for sale, besides a. great quantity from 
the American states, particularly during the winter, when fish frequently 
comes from Boston and the adjacent parts. 

It is only within the last fifteen years that these numerous and im
portant improvements have taken place, under the direction of commis
sioners appointed under an act of the provincial legislature. 'I,hey 
have for many years been indefatigable in their exertions to carry its 
provisions into effect: as their functions have been arduous and fre~ 
q,uently unpleasant, from the number of law.suits they found it necessary 
to in4tjtute &ad defend in cases of disputed claims. they are entitled to 
the ,tteem of their fellow citizens for the manner in which they hav8" 
alway • .l1"oforme,1 these duties to the public gratuitously. 

The ~bour of Montreal is not very large. but always secure for 
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shipping during the time the navigation of the river iJ open·. Vessels 
drawing fifteen feet water can lie close to the shore~ near the 1t1arket~ 
gate, to receive or discharge their cargoes; the general depth of water is 

from three to four and a half fathoms, with very good ancborage every 
where between the Market-gate Island and the shore: in the spring this 
island is nearly submerged by the rising of the river; but still it is always 
useful in protecting ships anchored within it from the violent currents 
of that period, and at other times serves as a convenient spot for repair .. 

~ng boats, water-casks, and performing other ind}spensable works. 1'wo 
small shoals lying off the west end of it, at the entrance of the harbour. 
and the narrowness of the deep water channel below it, generally make 
it necessary to warp out large ships, and drop them down the ~tream by 
kedge-anchors until they come abreast of the new market-.placc. 86 the 
leading winds for bringing them out cannot always be depended upon: 
at the east end of the bland is a channel, of which small craft canal ways 
avail themselves. Th£' greatest disadvantage to this harbour is the rapid 
of St. Mary, about a mile below it, whose current is so powerful, that, 
without a strong north-eastcrly wind, ships cannot stem it, and would 
bometimes be detained even for weeks about two miles only from the 
place where they are to deliver their freight. were it not for the appli
cation of tow-boats impf'lled by steam-engincs of high power. In pur
suing the grand scale of improvements it may probably be found prae
tk-able to remedy this evil by the formation of another short canal, or 
extension of tbat of La Chine; ships might then discharge their cargoes 
at their anchorage below the current into canal boats, by which they 
could be by such a communication conveyed immediately to the city. 

The environs of Montreal exhibit as rich. as fertile, and as finely 
divcrliified a country as can well be imagined. At the distance of 8 mile 
and a half from the town, in a direction from S. W. to N. E., is a very 
picturesque height, whose most elevated point at the furthest extremity 
is about 550 feet above the level of the river; it gains a moderate height 
at first by a gradual ascent, which subsides again towards the middle, 
thence it assumes a broken and uneven form until it is terminated tby a 

• Material improvements in itIJ oommodiOUlDeli are contemplated. and liberal1epllmn 
nrovmon hIS recently been matde for that p'llrpote. 
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sudden elevation in shape of a cone, The slopes on the lower part are 
well cultivated. but the upper part is covered with wood. These forests. 
nowever, are soon to give place to works of art, government having 
commenced the construction of fortifications upon this part of the moun. 
tain, by which its sylvan appearance will necessarily undergo a total 
change. From several springs that rise towards its top the town is plen
tifully and conveniently supplied with water, which is conveyed to it 
under ground by means of wooden pipes. The summit, to which there 
is a good road of very easy ascent, commands a grand and most magni
ficent prospect, including every variety that can embelJish a landscape; 
the noble river St. Lawrence, moving in all its majesty, is seen in many 
of the windings to an immense distance ; a ll the south side the view is 
bounded by the long range of mountains in the state of New York. that 
js gradually lost in the aerial perspective. 

The space near the town, and all round the lower part of the moun
taiu, is chiefly occupied by orchard.~ and garden-grounds; the latter 
producing vegetables of every description, and excellent in quality, afford
ing a profuse supply for the consumption of the city. All the usual 
garden fruits, as gooseberries, currants, strawberries, raspberries, peaches, 
apricots, and plums are produced in plenty, and it may be asserted truly, 
in as much, or even greater perfection than in many southern climates. 
The orchards afford apples not surpassed in nny country; among them 
the pomme de neige is remarkable for its delicate whiteness and exquisite 
flaTour; the sorts called by the inhabitants the fa11leuse, l'onmlP gris, 

!Jo"'N'ana, and some others, are excellent for the table j the kinds proper 
for cyder ~ in such abundance that large quantities of it are annually 
made, which cannot be excelled in goodness any where. On the skirts 
of the mountain are many good country-houses belonging to the in
habitants of the city, deligHfully situated, and possessing all tI,. re
quisites of desirable residences. 

By the side of the road that passes over the mountain is a stone 
building, surround~d by a wall that was formerly distinguished by the 
appellation of the CIuzt.eav 4ea Seigneu,.a de MQn(real, but now generally 
called Lt N.,aUon tk. Prltr.,. from its belonging to the seminary. There 
are eXteuaive gardens, orchards, and a farm attached to it, which are 
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retained for the use of the proprietors; it is also a place of .rec.rt!I'tion, 
where, during the summer, all the members of the establishment" BU· 

perion and pupils, resort once a week. A little more than a qu~r,of 

a mile to the northward, most conspicuously situated bene-8th the abrupt 
part of the mountain, is a mansion erected by the late Simon MfTavish. 
esq., in a style of much elegance. This gentleman had projected great 
improvements in the neighbourhood of this agreeable RDd favourite spot; 
had he lived to superintend the completion of them, the place would 
have been made an ornament to the island. Mr. M'Tavish. during his 
lifetime, was highly respected by all who enjoyed the pleasure of hi. 
acquaintance, and as much lamented by them at his decease; his remains 
were deposited in a tomb placed at a short distance from the house, sur· 
rounded by a shrubbery: on a rocky eminence above it his friends have 
erected a monumental pillar, as a tribute to his worth and a memento. of 
their regret. Both the house and the pillar are very prominent objects, 
that disclose themsel,'es in almost every direction .• 

Of ten established ferries from the island, in different directions, 
the longest is that by steam-boat from the town to La Prairie de la 
Magdelaine. a distance of six miles; it is also the most frequented, 81\ 

the passengers are landed on the southern shore, at the main road, leading 
to Fort St. John's, and into the American States. From th(' town to 
l,ongueui! is the King's Ferry, three miles across, and also much fre. 
quented. as many roam branch off in all directions from the village of 
Longupuil, at which the boats arrive; steam and horse boat8 are also 
used in this traverse, but they ply at the foot of St. Mary's current; that 
from the west end of the island to Vaudreuil is three miles ICZ'OSI, in the 
direct line of communication between Upper and Lower Canada: t'tom 
the eastern Bout de !'Isle to Repentigny, where the road between Mon
treal and Quebee erosses, the ferry is about 1800 yard. only. The otben 
are of much less distance: at all of them convenient bateaux, c:anoes. 8Nl 
scows· are always ready to convey passengers, horses, carriagea ,&e.', frotn 
one side u. th~ other . 

.. A tort of lighter impelled by polet or OUt, in ape' of au. oh1cmg Iquare,.-d "_I"~ 
large enough to croll {our hOTIeS- atld vehicles at: once, with IIn'd'IJ. pueengen. The~. k 
are driven in at one end aQd dieembark at the other. • 
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. From Repentigny to Isle Bourdon. in the Riviere des Prairies, and 
thence to the island of Montreal, a handsome wooden bridge was con. 
structe,d, at a very great expense, by Mr. Porteous of Terrebonne, 
authorised by an act that passed the provincial parliament in 1808; but 
it was unfortunately destroyed the spring after it was finished, hy the 
preslure of t he ice at the breaking up of the frost. The same gentleman 
had previously obtained an nct in 1805, but in the spriug of 1807 the 
works were carried away before his unrlertaking was entirely completed. 
Notwithstanding these failures, it is considered that some plan may yet 
be devised to erect one, wllOse span may be suflicient1 y high to allow the 
masses of ice to d rift down the stream without being so lodged as to 

accumulate an overbearillg force. In this situation such a work would 
be of great public utility, from connecting the most frequented main 
road of the province. 

The censns taken in 1825 gives the foIlowing result as the popu
lation, &c. of thp tOWIl, and the different villages on the island of 
Montreal. 

Pupulation qf lite cOllufy rif jlonfreal. 
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The county of Vaudreuil, which completes the tract of country we 
have undertaken to describe under our assumed division of the province, 
form. a tongue of land, hounded .outh-west by the waten of .the St. 
Lawrence. and north by those of the Ottawa : t.o the w~tward it is 
bounded by the division line between Upper and Lower Canada. 'This 
county comprises four seigniories and one township. The soil is in the 
aggregate extremely fertile. and its surface. though generally level, rises 
sometimes into gentle ridges or cuteaux. The most conspicuous height 
within it is the Montagne St. Magdeleine in the seigniory of Rigaud, 
near the summit of which is a rectangular area of about twelve acres, 
wholly destitute of vegetable production, and covered with rounded 
stones, so distributed as to exhibit the appearance of ploughed ridges, 
whence it has derived the appellation of piece de gueret8. Beneath it 
the ripplings of 1\ brook arc distinctly heard, but the waters themselves 
haye never yet been discovered, though somc attempts to do so were 
made by throwing up the stones immediately at the spot where the 
noise is most audible. To the depth of 12 or 18 feet, to which they have 
penetrated, neither moss nor soil of any species could be found, but 
merely a dry accumulation of trap and sand stones of moderate bulk. 

The pretty village of Rigaud is delightful1y seated at the base of 
this mountain, on the banks of river A la Graisse, and near the shores of 
the beautiful lake of the Two Mountains. Nearly one league west of 
Rigaud is the ferry to the mouth of the North Riv('r in Argenteuil, and 
about three lcagues eastward from the village along the borders of the 
lake, is the ferry at Le Dernier's to the Indian villages on the oppotite 
side the wR.ter, where Indian birch canoes are always to be fmmd ready 
for the conveyance of passengers. who will not fail to admire the skill of 
the natives in the management of their fmil barks. especially if they 
should happen to cross the lake in windy weather, which they genenily 
can do with safety. The village of Vaudreuil iR about six miles beyond 
this ferry ; and six miles further on is the Pointe des Cascades, at the 
eastern extremity of the seigniory. At this point there are tb~ tteep 
hills fonning the approach to a small village, which by its positioa . .ja a 
great thoroughfare, where steam-boats and stages, with multitudes <)1 
passengers to and from Upper Canada, constantly come and go i yet it 
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del':\VAti l¥-1t liUle permanent advantage from such transient circum .. 
stan"" .. and is there£e<e lu>guid in its growth. Steam-boats perform the 
trip hE;tween this place and La Chine in two houri going down and th,.ee 

/war. coming up. The steamer St. Lawrence (1827) is impelled by a 82 
80ll8e-PQWer engine, and has 14 births for passengers: the fare is 58. in 
the cabin, and 5.6. Gil. in the steerage. 

The v~e of the Cedar .. the central point of the parish of St, Jo
seph, is one of much importance from its magnitude and position. It is 
five miles from the Cascades, and situated at the head of the Cedar 
Rapids, at the point of rendezvous for all boats passing up or down the 
river. and having an established ferry to the opposite seigniory of Beau
harnois. The well-wooded islands before it, the dashing and terrific 
rush of waters that sweep by in broad volumes in front, the raft. the 
Durham boat, or the battcau, iuvolved in the foaming rapid on their 
swift career downward, or the latter struggling heavily along the shore 
in ascending the river, are objects that add amazingly to the interest of 
the place, and enhance the picturesque beauties of ib; scenery. 

At a place near Longueuil's mill the batteaux: going up the St. 
Lawrence are unloaded, and their freights transported in carts to the 
v~e. in order that they may be towed up light through the Grande 
Batture or Rapide du COteau des Cedres. On the opposite shore is the 
Rapid de Rouleau, deeper, but not le~5 difficult to pass. The combined 
efFects of tbese two make this the most intricat.e and hazardous place 
that is met with between Montreal and Lake Ontario. In a military 
point of view it is one of the most important spots that can be ~hosen, 

if it Ibould ever unfortunately be again necessary to adopt defensive 
meuures, as works thrown up on the projecting points of each side would 
completely frustrate any attempt to bring down by water a force suf. 
ticient to undertake offensive operations against .Montreal. At Coteau du 
Lac, jus.t above river de L'Isle, boats again enter locks to avoid a very 
ItI'oIlg,I1lPid. between Prison Island and the point abreast of it, where a 
dlJ$y io ,~lIeI)led upon wines, spirit .. and many other articles that are 
...,..;,ed . by them ,p.oo. Upper Canada. This place has been always 

, ~. military, post of some consequence. Works are here erected 
and kept in good repair that command the passage on the north side of 

-H H 2 
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the river; and were another tllrown up on Prison Island, it would render 
the pass so difficult 88 to make it very improbable that any enemy, how. 
ever enterprising. would run the hazard of it. or even venture through 
the outer channel between Prison Island and Grande Isle. The stream 
is interrupted hereabouts by several islandR, between which it rushes 
with great impetuosity, and is so much agitated that boats and rafts en. 
counter !,rreat inconvenience in descending: to go down in safety they 
must keep close under the shores of }>rison Island. At two mi~8 from 
COteau du Lac is M'Donell's tavern, a very good house for the aecom. 
modetion of travellers towards the upper province, and OOllveniently 
situated for that purpose. 

The principal road in the county commences at Point Fortune, at 
the foot of Carillon Rapid, and runs along the borders of the water (by 
which it is in some places undermined), round to Point au Bandet. It 
generally passes at the base of La Petite Cute. a gentle and well-cul
tivated rising ground that lies on the right; but the road itself is very 
bad in many places, and, from its passing through a rich soil, requires 
constant repair. The concession and cross roads are tolerably good in 
all the seigniories, and thc dwelling.houses neat and substantial, and 
often built of stone. In the Concession de Ia Petite Cote in ,Vau. 
dreuil an extensive vein of iron ore has been discovered, but it has not 
yet been opened. From Cbteau du Lac the steam-boat nayigation. 
whiclJ is left off at the Cascades. is rCbumed. and continued through 
Lake St. Francis to Lancaster in Upper Ca.nada In the seigniory oC 
New Itongueuil there are some settlements along the new road in front; 
but the most populous parts of the seigniory lie more centrally. and 
along the river de L 'Isle. on the borders of which is situated the parish 
church of St. Polycarpe. 

The connty of Vaudreuil contains a population of 18,800 80uls ; but 
a large portion of it.; inhabitants follows the pursuit of VoyageteT8, to the 
material injury of the agricultural interests of that valuable tract of 
country. and the evident demoralization of the people, from its inducing 
those wandering habits that are incompatible with rural econQftly. and .. 
dissoluteness of morals which marks but too generally that clus ef men. 



COUNTRY BETWEEN TUBE, RIVERS AND QUEBEC, !tS'l 

NORTH SIDE OF THE ST, LAWRENCE, 

§ I1-CoUNTay BBTWZKN TRBST. MAURICZ .um THSSAGUBNAv.-Coun'iel:-CuAKl'LAIH, 

POBTNBUF, QUEBBO, MONTMORENCI, and part WSAGUBNAY. 

The population of the tract of country lying between the rivers 
Sagnenay and St. Maurice amt')unb to about 70,000 souls, occupying the 
lands on the northern bank of the St. Lawrence to the average depth of 
tbree leagues from the margin of the river. The distance from the mouth 
of one river to the estuary of the other rather exceeds 190 miles, Quebec 
being situated in an intermediate and almost central position between 

them. 
Of the two sections of countly divided by the intervention of the 

capital of the province, that to the westwl'Ird is by far the most populous. 
though perhaps not the most interesting under every other aspect. It 
is amply watered by the numerous tributaries and main branches of the 
rivers Jacques Cartier, Portneuf, St. Anne's, und Batiscan, whi(>h have 
their sources to the north and north-east of their mouths, and flow in 
the general direction of south-west to their respective junctions with the 
St. Lawrence. They all are frequently rapid, and consequently can offer 
but limited advantages from their navigation; ye~ some of them arc 
effectually used in spring for the transport of rough timber, made solidly 
into cribs or small rafts, and floated down to mills, w hil"h ate usually 
situated as nea.r as possible to the waters of the St. I .. awrence. They, 
nevertheless, genera11y admit of river craft ascending a few rods above 
their embouchures to convenient places of embarkation and loading. Se
veral other inferior streams flow through the country, turning in their 
courses grist and saw mills, which are often, however, inoperative in 
summer, owi~g to the deficieltry of water. 

. There are from three to four concessions or ranges of the seigniories 
and fiefs lying above Quebec, within the limits above mentioned, that 
are eft'oetuaIly oettled, if the .eigniorie. of Champlain and Cap la Magde
leiDe:be alone excepted, the settlemE'Dts whereof extend but partially to 
tbtt''M!ICOftd ftllge. TIle concessions seem almost universally to be laid 
out to nit the convenience of the settlers, without regard to reaniaritv. 
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and for this pllrpo8" the ooune of rivers is, for the moot part, adopted .. 
a line of double ranges (dowhle ooneeuimu); and hence in many instances, 
as on the Batiscall, the St. Anne's, &c" th(' settlements are formed on 
both banks of the river to a remote distance fl'Qm the St. Lawrence. A 
far greater quantity of land is in general conceded within the seigniories 
than what is actually cultivated, most of the inhabitants having, besides 
the farm they cultivate, another lot, from whence they derive supplies 
of building-timber and fuel. 

The lands in the aggregate consist of a generous soil, wbich, how
ever productive near the shores of the river, is stated to improve 81 it 
recedes from them--a circumstance tending to remove the prejudices 
existing against inland settlements. The light sandy soil which predo
minates in the seigniories above particularized (Cap la Magdeleine and 
Champlain) makes them an exception to the general fertility of this 
tract (Sf country. The only townships that fall within this section are 
Stoneham and Tewkesbury, which were originally surveyed in 1800; 

but it is only recently that their settlement has commenced with any 
vigour, new surveys having been made. and the prosperous neighbouring 
settlements of the seigniories of St. Gabriel and Faussambault having 
spread their beneficial influence to them, and brought those township 
lands into notice. 

The principal roads connecting the line of parishes, bordering this 
part of the St. Lawrence, or leading to the more inland parisbes of St. 
Augustin and Lorette, are generally kept in good repair, but much 
inconvenience is suffered from tbe steep hills that are met with on 
the river road at Cap Rouge, St. Augustin, Jacques Cartier. and the 
Eucrails; some of these hills however may be avoided by ~ 
of the road passing over the upper Jacques Cartier bridge.,Gf':that lying 
through the new village of St. Augu.tin, which i. tbe ~ followed 
by the public stages, and the means of avoiding the abrupt '.w. of Cap 
Rouge. 

Leaving Quebec by the upper road, either of Abn.'r(J BIaInt'llt 
St. Foy, the eye dwells with delight on the pictureoque V1IIley ,e( , .... 

St. Charles, which meanders beautifully thNUgh fertile ' and. I_ ..... t 
fields, amidst flourishing settlements, along the rear of whieh,.~ .. 
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tie IKwiaon westward, ~XtendJ a bold mountain range, whote majestic 
gmndeur iJ displayed to oingular ad_ge immediately after 8Unoet, 
when-its distinct and prominent outline i. figur.ed against the heavens, 
.till glowing wiU> the transparency and wannth of solar radiance. AI" 
proodling the villIge of Point aux Trembles, the mountain. of Quebec 
are lett to light, and the road is carried along the riv~r nearer and 
farther from ita bank., the country exhibiting no very bold character of 
feature, though its aspect is always agrePsbll'. The general elevation of 
the country about Quebec is considerable, and the beds of rivers falling 
into tJle St. Lawrence are in consequence much depressed, with deep and 
bold banks, occasioning long and tedious hills, such as occur on either 
side the river Jacques 'Cartier. The parishes of Cap Sant~ and St. Anne's 
are the most important between Quebec and Three Rivers; and the 
latter, from its medium position betw~n both towns, is invariably 
stopped at by travellers, who can be accommodated with comfortable 
fare at two or three good inns in the 'Village. 

QUEBEC. 

SoNE notice of Quebec has been taken already as a sea-port in the 
observations that have been made upon the river St. Lawrence, but it 
will .perhaps be excused &hould the same points be again adverted to in 
giving a detailed description of the city. From the time that Cartier 
visjted Canada, up to the period when the concerns of the colony came 
tm4er tho superintendence of Champlain (about seventy years), the 
,French settlers and: adVeMlJ'I'enJ were dispersed over various parts of the 
.ea,COdtT or islands ht the Gulf of St. LawrenCE", as each. or a few toge
ther, diseovered convenient places to fix their habjtation8 ~in : during that 

tIJiw 1100. '" them bad attempted to oettie on or near the Great River. 
) ..... oeJeetioto of. situation for building a town, wherein the benefit, 

and habit. of social life might he enjoyed, and from whence the manage • 
....... the tniditog'm""",,,\lrIe'\'ritb the natives, and the government of 
.,~, 00'II!d .. m_ advanblgeouoly carried on than what they ".1 ... lied been,-__ ed f ... Samuel De Cbamplain, geograpber 
"''WKing '<1l JI'taMe. Actiftg under a commimon from the Sieur de 
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onts (who hortly before had obtained from the court of France the 
e elusive privilege of trading be een cape ze in Wldland and 
the fortieth degree of north latitude), he in 1608 made b· of the si 
of an Indian village called Stadacone, upon the promontory named 
Cape Di8:mond, and there, in the month of July, 1 id the foundation of 
the metropolis of New France, which has through many vi··tu risen 
into importance, and at the present day maintains a distingui rank 
amongst the towns of the greate t consequence on the northem diva ion 
of the new hemisphere. No less difference of opinion has arisen as to 

the origin of its name, than about that of Canada; and the result of the 
dispute has not been more satisfactory in fixing its derivation. ether 
it comes ,from the Algonquin, Abenaqui, or Norman languages, to each 
of which conjecture has assigned it, we have not the means of verifying; 
nor is it indeed very material; it· enough to know that Champlain 

ed his new town Quebec. . 
The progress of its aggrandizement there is much reason to believe 

wa slow; for the new settlers, and indeed Champlain at their head, 
were not only so impolitic as to encourage the prosecution of hostilities 
between the two neighbouring nations of the Algonquins and Iroquois, 
btlt even to join the former against the latter. This interference drew 
llpon the French the hatred of the powerful Iroquois, and was the means 
of involving the whole oolony in a long and most destructive arfare, 
which at an early period. rendered some defensive forti6cations necessary. 
to protect Quebec from the enmity of h new but implacable enemies. 
The defenccli were at first of the rudest description~ beiDg nothing 
than embankments strengthened with palisades. In 1629 it 
untenable state against the Englisb, and fell into tAm banda ; 
the whole of Canada, was reStored ita former master in 168t. 
this period some at ntion Will • d to the iDereaae of the to~ 
1663, w11en the colony was made a royal: government, it .... . 
capital. Its progress towards prosperity then IOmewJtat ... _ .... ~ 

From its growing importance, . h 
possession of the place that • fe 
worth retaining, and made an UIDIII __ ful _ ... . il., •• \ ••• 
in the latter part of the year 1690 to recopquer ~ ... ~ItrJ'I.!r"._ 


